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Preparing for the next vote
STEVE KANNON 
AND DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Tired from an eight-week campaign 
and a tight race, campaign organizers 
in Kitchener-Conestoga already have 
their eyes on a rematch sooner rather 

than later. Monday’s federal election gave the 
Conservatives a seat locally and a minority 
government in Ottawa – pundits are already 
forecasting another election within 18 to 24 
months.

Conservative Harold Albrecht defeated Liber-
al incumbent Lynn Myers. The rookie MP will 
join 123 other Tories in forming a government, 
likely within the next week or so. With only 21 
more seats than the Liberals’ 103, the new gov-
ernment is expected to be in a precarious posi-
tion from the get-go.

“Tomorrow we’ll get some rest. Preparations 
for the next election probably get started on 
Wednesday,” Liberal campaign manager Louis 
Silcox said Monday night. He expects the oppo-
sition parties will give Stephen Harper’s crew a 
chance to settle in, but the Conservatives have 
no natural allies in any of the other parties.

That reality should force another election 
within two years, predicted David Docherty, 
the Elmira resident who heads the political sci-

Minority government 
means another election
 sooner rather than later

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Long before the re-
sults were in, a sense 
of how it would end 
could be felt in the 

air as Kitchener-Conestoga 
Liberals and Conservatives 
gathered at the respective 
headquarters Monday night. 
A somber mood persisted 

Riding goes blue
Conservative Albrecht edges out Liberal incumbent

through most of the night at 
Lynn Myers’ camp, while a 
much larger and boisterous 
crowd watched the returns in 
support of Harold Albrecht.

By the end of the night, the 
votes were in keeping with the 
mood: Kitchener-Conestoga 
went blue, unseating the Lib-
eral incumbent who’d held the 
riding since 1997.

With 20,615 votes (41.2 per cent 

of the ballots cast), Albrecht 
bested Myers’ 19,245 (38.5 per 
cent), New Democrat Len Cart-
er’s 7,443 (14.9 per cent) and the 
Green Party’s Kris Stapleton’s 
2,796 (5.4 per cent). Albrecht 
will now head to Ottawa to join 
a Conservative caucus that will 
form a minority government 
under Stephen Harper.

Nationally, the Conservatives 

RICHARD VIVIAN

STEVE KANNON
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VICTORY MUSIC  Kitchener-Conestoga Conservative candidate Harold Albrecht celebrates his new seat in Parliament with a herald trumpet Monday 
evening (Jan. 23) at the Edelweiss Sports Bar and Grill in Kitchener.

A CLOSE CALL Liberal MP Lynn Myers (left) congratulates Harold Albrecht on the 
Conservative candidate’s election victory Monday night.
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1 year

3 year

5 year

10 year

TD Canadian Equity Fund

26.2%
22.9%
8.7%

12.4%
Annualized rates of return for the Investor 
Series Fund as at December 31, 2005

Let the TD Canadian Equity Fund
be your ticket to help you reach your
investment goals this RSP season.
This Fund aims for superior, long-
term growth by investing primarily
in high-quality Canadian companies.
These include many of Canada’s
largest and most established
businesses representing a broad range
of industry sectors. This Fund may
be a good choice for the Canadian
equity portion of a diversified

portfolio. As its track record shows,
the TD Canadian Equity Fund’s
history of consistent performance is
something that stands out.

To find out more about our 
wide range of investment options,
simply contact a representative at
TD Canada Trust1, TD Waterhouse2

or your financial advisor before
March 1, 2006 and discover how 
we can help you reach your RSP
investment goals.

TD Canadian Equity Fund: The potential for growth
you don’t want to miss.

I love a great performance!

Available through TD Canada Trust branches, 
TD Waterhouse and independent dealers.

Call us today at 1-800-831-1171 or visit
www.tdcanadatrust.com/funds

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich Town-
ship plans to be-
gin building mil-

lions of dollars in new rec-
reation facilities later this 
year. To keep everything 
in check, council plans to 

Woolwich sets timelines for new rec. facilities
Schedule contingent on community groups raising one-third of costs

have in place next month a 
construction project man-
ager to oversee four major 
developments.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors approved a 
terms-of-reference docu-
ment that launches a 
three-year plan to spend 
some $15 million on new 

rec. facilities. The plan 
includes striking design 
and construction teams 
to oversee each project, as 
well as a steering commit-
tee to guide the process.

Leading the list of new de-
velopments is a new multi-
use complex to replace the 
existing pool and arena in 

Elmira. The new building 
would house an NHL-size 
ice pad surrounded by 
bowl seating for 1,200-1,500 
spectators, and a walking 
track; a 25-metre, six-lane 
swimming pool; a teach-
ing/therapeutic pool; a 
3,000-square-foot senior’s 
centre, joining some 5,000 

sq. ft. of multi-use space; 
a 3,500-sq.-ft. fitness cen-
tre; and offices and stor-
age space for a variety of 
user groups, including mi-
nor sports teams and the 
Elmira Sugar Kings Ju-
nior B hockey operation. 
The price tag would be in 
the area of $12 million, 
with an additional $3 to $4 
million to add the second 
ice pad requested by user 
groups.

Also in the works are 
new community centres 
in Breslau ($1 million 
for a 9,000-sq.-ft. facil-
ity), Conestogo ($350,000, 
2,100 sq. ft.) and Maryhill 
($350,000, 3,700 sq. ft.). In 
store this year are some 
major upgrades at the St. 
Jacobs arena, another 
project that will fall to 
the new manager.

The township is cur-
rently accepting applica-
tion for the position, with 
a cutoff date of Feb. 7, di-
rector of recreation and 
facilities Larry Devitt 
told the Observer. The 
contract job is expected 
to last 36 months.

Under the timeline ta-
bled at council, construc-
tion would begin first on 
the Maryhill community 
centre and the St. Jacobs 
arena, where work would 
get underway in June.

The Elmira project is 
slated to break ground 
in May of 2007, with a 
completion date of Au-
gust 2008. By far the most 
complicated of the proj-
ects, the design phase 
is to get underway in 
March with the hiring of 
an architect.

Just as construction 
wraps up in Elmira, work 
should be getting started 
on the Conestogo centre – 

July 2008, with the work 
done by October of that 
year – and in Breslau, 
which the recreation de-
partment forecasts to see 
construction from July 
2008 to February 2009.

Times laid out in the 
plan, Devitt stressed, are 
only guidelines at this 
point. How quickly each 
community can raise 
funds for the individual 
projects – the community 
share is one-third – will 
determine in part the 
actual start dates. The 
township requires 80 per 
cent of the community 
share be in the bank be-
fore proceeding.

“The fundraising is a 
critical factor,” he ex-
plained.

A combination of re-
deeming Waterloo North 
Hydro debt held by the 
township, new taxes, de-
velopment charges and 
long-term borrowing 
– plus community fund-
raising – would pay for 
the $15 million in new 
recreation facilities.

After weeks of consideration, a 
New Hamburg man was charged 
with relation to the Nov. 19 colli-
sion near Hawkesville that killed 
a five-year-old girl. The Crown at-
torney informed Waterloo Regional 
Police traffic unit officers of the 
charge Thursday (Jan. 26).
Eighty-year-old Henry Nielsen fac-

es one count of ‘careless driving.’
As a result of the collision, Welles-

ley councillors are challenging the 
region to improve safety measures 
at the site – the crossing of Ament 
Line and Herrgott Road. Unhappy 
with a regional proposal for small-
scale upgrades, councillors have 
“adamantly” demanded the in-
stallation of rumble strips. Nielsen 
allegedly failed to stop as he ap-
proached the intersection and 
struck the driver’s side of a passing 
minivan.
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Man charged in 
November fatality



UPFRONTThe coffers in Centre Wellington swelled 
again last week, thanks to the slot ma-
chines at Grand River Raceway in Elora. 
For hosting 200 slot machines, Wool-
wich’s neighbour received a $400,934 
cheque from the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation Jan. 20.
The funds represent a five per cent 

share in the gambling profits generated 
between Oct. and Dec. 2005. Since the 
raceway relocated in 2003, the munici-
pality has received more than $3.14 mil-
lion in non-tax gaming revenue.
Slot machines have attracted more than 

1.3 million visitors to the raceway to-date, 
averaging more than 1,756 people daily.
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Down (under) beat
RICHARD VIVIAN
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Region raises taxes 
by 2.6 per cent

Another slice of the slots 
for Centre-Wellington

Woolwich FD 
on a mission

Elmira’s Adam Bowman returns home from his fourth Austrailian tour

▼ See THE BEAT page 5

Woolwich eyes airport 
fire service option
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For much of the month, Elmira’s 
Adam Bowman has been showcas-
ing his talents on the other side of 
the earth. The drummer returned 

home late last week after welcoming in the 
New Year on tour in Australia with inde-
pendent artist Ember Swift.

“I was so excited to get home. Going away 
is great, but coming home is even better,” 
he told the Observer. “After a while, I just 
want to go home. Anything becomes work 
after a while.

“It’s so great just to get back to where 
you’re from.”

The three-week tour took Bowman to sev-
eral down-under locations; they performed 
at a series of festivals and swung back 
through the various towns to do more inti-
mate club appearances. While the tour was 
all about live audiences, it was also in sup-
port of a new DVD of concert footage, which 
was recorded while touring Australia last 
spring. 

“Canadian festivals are nothing like Aus-
tralian festivals. Some of the festivals are 
over five or seven days. The one festival, 
this year I think they put through 160,000 

people. So it’s not unreal for us to play to 
crowds upward of 9,000-10,000 people. It’s 
absolutely huge,” he shared.

“After you do these festivals to 10,000 
people, you can pack 600 people into a 
club no problem. … It’s great to go to these 
clubs and then you can see these peoples’ 
faces. The energy of playing in a club is 
great.”

No stranger to touring, Bowman has 
connected with numerous artists for 
tours throughout Canada, the United 
States and now four times in Australia. 
He spends about half his time at home in 
Elmira – where he offers drumming and 
orchestral percussion lessons – and half 
out on the road. 

“I’m hardly touring with Sting or Prince 
or anybody like that, but I’m managing to 
pay my bills, have a sustainable living,” 
he smiled. 

“It feels great, but at the same time I rec-
ognize that I’ve been incredibly lucky,” he 
said, crediting the support of his parents 
for much of his drumming career. “And 
I’ve been really fortunate with the inde-
pendent artists that I have worked with. 
They’ve just been incredibly organized 
and totally on the ball.

“I’m so lucky to work with artists that 

are motivated and driven.”
In addition to the recent tour, Bowman 

has performed on tracks for two Ember 
Swift albums and the live DVD. His resume 
boasts 34 artists he’s performed and/or re-
corded with, as well as several theatrical 
productions.

On Thursday, he was set to record two 
performances with Kelly-Lee Evans for 
upcoming CBC Radio broadcasts. The first 
was to air this morning; no date has been 
set for the second broadcast.

While many of his shows take place out-
side the immediate area, he’s set to play 
in a Mar. 1 benefit concert at the Starlight 
Lounge in Waterloo. Proceeds from the 
show will go to a friend who was left a quad-
riplegic after an accident. 

A longtime music fanatic – he claims to 
have mastered his parents record player 
at age three before moving on to pound on 
pots and pans – Bowman plays in a wide va-
riety of genres, from country to funk and 
rock. 

In part, he credits that eclectic spread 
to his roots growing up in Elmira. Unlike 
many small town artists, he says he never 
really felt “trapped.”

“I was given every tool I could possibly 

Refinements need to be made when it 
comes to connectivity and transportation is-
sues, regional council told the province this 
week. Meeting Wednesday evening (Jan. 
25), councillors threw their support behind 
a growth management strategy, but recom-
mended several changes be made.
The Places to Grow Proposed Growth Plan 

for the Greater Golden Horseshoe needs a 
more direct connection between Waterloo 
region and the Niagara border crossing, as 
well as a higher-order transit link from the 
region to Milton, councillors said. 
Strategic provincial infrastructure invest-

ment – such as rapid transit and Hwy. 7 – is 
also needed, the approved motion reads.

Meeting last week, Woolwich district 
fire chiefs approved a new mission state-
ment for the township’s fire department. 
The statement, required by the Ontario 
Fire Marshal’s Office, was sent to Wool-
wich council Tuesday.
“The Township of Woolwich Fire De-

partment is a team of professional staff 
and volunteers. Our commitment to the 
public is to provide the highest quality of 
emergency response, public education 
and fire prevention to ensure the best 
possible fire safe community.” 

Spurred by higher police salaries and 
expanded services, resident are facing 
a 2.6-per-cent increase to the region’s 
share of their property tax bills. Regional 
council approved an increase Wednesday 
evening (Jan. 25).
The hike equates to $32.10 more per 

year for a home at the average assessed 
value of $203,000.
Half of the increase will go to hire 26 

new police officers and cover the cost 
of the newly award “experience pay” 
approved in the last round of contract 
negotiations. The rest is dedicated to 
maintain and expand regional services.
Initiatives set for expansion include road 

rehabilitation, public transit, child care, a 
bus pass subsidy and increased basic ben-
efits for people with low incomes.

Look at transportation 
closely, province told

In approving a new corporate business 
plan, Woolwich council this week fixed it 
sights on fire services in the south end of 
the township, specifically at the Region 
of Waterloo International Airport. While 
Breslau is covered by the Maryhill Fire 
Department, the airport recently hired a 
private contractor to provide the service 
required for international flights. New 
township chief Rick Pedersen said the 
department is now in talks to potentially 
expand its services to meet those needs.

DRUM CIRCLE  Elmira drummer Adam Bowman spent three weeks touring Australia with independent artist Ember Swift – he returned home Jan. 19.
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HURRY IN, STILL
A GREAT SELECTION

ence department at Wil-
frid Laurier University.

“I don’t think the gov-
ernment can last beyond 
three budgets. They’ll 
have to have a budget this 
spring and then a budget 
next spring. Then I don’t 
think the next budget will 
pass, because [the parties] 
will run out of things they 
can agree on.”

Silcox’s Conservative 
counterpart, Rob McLean, 
also has his eye on the 
two-year timeframe.

“I think Canadians want 
to see this next Parlia-
ment work. They don’t 
want to go to the polls in a 
year and I think the Con-

took 124 of the 308 seats 
up for grabs, the Liberals 
103, the NDP 29, the Bloc 
Quebecois 51. One seat 
went to an independent.

In the area, the local 
vote reflected the nation-
al trend, with the Conser-
vatives picking up seats 
largely in rural areas, 
while the urban centres 
went to the Liberals or 
NDP. Kitchener-Cones-
toga – encompassing the 
townships of Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot and 
a portion of south-west 
Kitchener – saw the rural 
polling stations lean in 

servative platform can 
be supported by the New 
Democratic Party, the Lib-
eral Party, and the Bloc as 
well. Reforming govern-
ment and cleaning up the 
federal accountability act 
is something that we can 
all buy into. I think Par-
liament will work.

“I’m hoping for two 
years, but if there’s an 
election next year we’ll 
be back and ready to go.”

In the early going, the 
new government will 
look to advance parts of 
its platform that the oth-
er parties can support, 
while downplaying those 
issues that could prove 
too contentious. Com-

ing off an election just 18 
months ago, none of the 
parties is likely eager 
to raid the coffers again 
soon. As well, the Liber-
als will need time to se-
lect a new leader before 
another battle.

“This particular minor-
ity government means 
slow steps that will work 
on a deal-by-deal basis 
with different parties, 
that concentrates on is-
sues like government 
ethics, ethics packages 
that sort of thing,” said 
Docherty. “Some work 
on tax cuts or tax reform, 
but very slow on social 
policies because this is 
a weak minority govern-

ment. What I mean by 
weak is, if you look at it, 
Paul Martin’s govern-
ment was weak because 
it didn’t have a natural 
ally that gave it over half 
the seats. This govern-
ment has 10 seats less 
than Paul Martin … and 
they’re only [potential] 
ally is the Bloc, which is 
not necessarily the par-
ty that they’re going to 
make a deal with.”

Regardless of how long 
the Tory government 
holds power, Kitchener-
Conestoga’s new Member 
of Parliament is looking at 
the short-term transition 
issues right now. A new-
comer, Albrecht will join a 

caucus full of rookies. 
“We’ve got a real strong 

core of experienced MPs 
with a lot of experience 
before their service in 
Parliament so I’m very 
confident and enthusi-
astic about the team we 
have. People like Vic 
Taves in justice, Peter 
MacKay. There’s just a 
really strong team and 
I’m looking forward to 
being part of it.

“Obviously, I’ve got a lot 
to learn. I don’t know it 
all and so I’m going to be 
working hard and learn-
ing in these next few weeks 
and months and just serv-
ing the people here to the 
best of my ability.”

For his part, Myers in-
tends to spend a couple of 
weeks winding down his 
constituency offices be-
fore moving on to the next 
stage in his life. The for-
mer school teacher has a 
long career in public ser-
vice, dating back to 1978 
with his work on Wilmot 
Township and Waterloo 
Region councils. He has 
no immediate plans for 
what comes next.

“I’m going to take a lit-
tle time to reflect on ev-
erything that happened, 
have discussions with 
family and friends, and 
we’ll see where we go 
from there.”

With files from Richard Vivian.

Albrecht’s direction. In 
the neighbouring urban 
ridings of Kitchener-Wa-
terloo and Kitchener-Cen-
tre, the incumbent Liber-
als easily held their seats.

“Kitchener-Centre and 
Kitchener-Waterloo is kind 
of a jelly donut – a little 
red surrounded by blue,” 
political scientist David 
Docherty noted of the elec-
toral map. A professor at 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity, he likened Monday’s 
federal election to the 2004 
U.S. presidential vote.

“My sense is that, even 
within our region, but 
even province wide we’re 

moving toward what we 
saw happening in the 
United States last time 
around,” he said. “Where 
you look at the rural areas 
they’re more Conserva-
tive/Republican. You look 
at the urban areas they’re 
more Liberal/Democrat.”

For his part, the newly 
elected MP said he didn’t 
see a major divide while 
campaigning across the 
riding.

“I personally have not 
found a clear demarca-
tion between the rural or 
urban as I have gone door 
to door,” Albrecht told the 
Observer. “I would say 

there has not been a clear 
demarcation there, and 
I would feel after about a 
year or two serving them 
that I would be able to 
bring that even closer.”

The rural-urban divide 
was certainly not a big 
issue with Albrecht’s sup-
porters Monday night – 
they were more interested 
in celebrating a win after 
years of setbacks for right-
leaning voters. Although 
Kitchener-Conestoga and 
its predecessor Waterloo-
Wellington had been seen 
as fertile ground for the 
former Canadian Alli-
ance and Reform parties, 
the Liberals had been on 
top since Myers first won 
the seat in 1997. Even the 
newly merged Conserva-
tive party fell short in the 
2004 vote.

Significantly higher 
voter turnout may have 
played a role in pushing 
the Tories over the edge. 
This week, 65.1 per cent of 
eligible voters cast a bal-
lot versus 58.2 per cent in 
June 2004.

Early returns showed 
Myers in the lead. Albre-
cht gradually closed the 
gap and eventually cap-
tured the lead for good.

 “I was hopeful the entire 
night and as we came clos-
er to the end of the night 
the spread widened and 
certainly that was very 
encouraging. I’m very 
humbled that we were able 
to come out in front and I 
want to represent the peo-
ple here with the best ef-
fort that I can give them.”

Moments after conced-
ing defeat in a speech to 

supporters at a Kitchener 
restaurant, Myers praised 
the efforts of his Conser-
vative rival.

“We knew that we were 
in a fight here – there’s 
no question about that. If 
ridings were going to vote 
Conservative, this was one 
that was highly targeted 
and it could happen – and 
it did.”

“He had a tough fight 
on his hands,” Docherty 
agreed of Myers’ cam-
paign. “The tide was turn-
ing against the Liberals. 
He is one of the few incum-
bents to lose – most of the 
other seats that turned 
over in southwestern On-
tario turned over as a re-
sult of open seats.”

With files from Richard 
Vivian and Desiree Fin-
hert.

Expect next election within two years: pundits

Kitchener-Conestoga home to urban-rural divide

Continued from cover

Continued from cover
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After swiping sever-
al keys last week-
end, thieves opted 

to leave the trucks be-
hind and remove an igni-
tion switch. The peculiar 
theft brought police to 
Martin’s Small Engines 
on Elmira’s Industrial 
Drive Monday morning, 
where an abandoned 
truck was also found.

Sometime over the 
weekend, an unsuccess-
ful attempt was made to 
break into the building. 
However, in the process 
truck keys were removed 
from inside.

But rather than take one 
of the trucks, thieves sim-
ply removed an ignition 
switch, explained business 
owner Darryl Martin.

“They opened the door, 
unscrewed the key switch 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich council-
lors showed a 
little flexibility 

of their own this week in 
approving a new home for 
the Woolwich Cardinals 
Gymnastics Club. Using 
a liberal interpretation 
of its zoning bylaw, the 
township backed a plan 
that would see the group 
move into a new industri-
al building on Elmira’s 
Earl Martin Drive.

The remaining hurdle is 
convincing the building’s 
owner to map out more 
parking spaces on the 
site. Used for industrial 
or warehouse purposes, 
the 7,500-square-foot unit 
would require only a 
handful of parking spots; 
used as a private club, the 
required allotment jumps 
to 38.

Gymnasts look to 
vault into new home

Woolwich council backs “innovative solution” 
to get club into industrial space in Elmira

The site’s M-6 zoning 
technically prohibits 
a recreational use, but 
the gymnasts could be 
squeaked in as a private 
club, director of engi-
neering and planning 
Dave Gosnay said Tues-
day night. Adding park-
ing spots would allow the 
group to get into the space 
in short order, rather 
than going through a re-
zoning application or ap-
pealing to the Committee 
of Adjustment.

“If they’re willing to do 
this (parking), I have no 
objections to the zoning 
– it’s not a particularly 
long stretch,” he said. 
“This is a somewhat in-
novative solution.”

Time is of the essence, 
the Cardinals’ Charlotte 
Foell told councillors the 
club is close to losing ac-
cess to Elmira District 
Secondary School, where 

renovations have put 
space at a premium.

“We need a home for 
our gymnasts. We need a 
home for our children.”

The club, she told the Ob-
server, has been search-
ing for a permanent home 
for a long time.

“It’s really an ideal unit 
for us – it’s a big, open 
space, which is just what 
we need,” said Foell of the 
proposed location. 

A new site plan with 
the added parking spaces 
is expected back at the 
township as early as next 
week, paving the way for 
an occupancy permit. 
Ideally, she said, the Car-
dinals would move into 
their new home on Mar. 
1.

“We are a growing club. 
We need the space.”

Last year’s membership 
of 250 children is expect-
ed to grow to 300.

Thieves take keys, 
but leave the trucks

“It doesn’t make a lot of sense,” says business owner
and pulled it out of the 
dash. They didn’t dam-
age anything. They left 
the nut to attach it back 
in and everything, they 
just made off with the 
switch,” he told the Ob-
server. “It doesn’t make a 
lot of sense.”

Its only purpose, he sug-
gested, would be to put it 
into a similar truck for 
which there was no key.

Left at the scene was 
a full-size truck, stolen 
from a Peel Region ad-
dress in the previous 48 
hours.

“There obviously is an-
other vehicle involved 
here,” noted Waterloo Re-
gional Police Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel.

There are no suspects; 
police continue to inves-
tigate.

Officers were first alert-
ed to criminal activity in 
the area Sunday morn-

ing, when a break-in was 
reported at the new Elmi-
ra Stove Works building 
under construction on 
Union Street. Sometime 
overnight, a door was 
forced open. The only 
thing taken was a recip-
rocal saw.

That saw was discov-
ered the next morning 
in the stolen truck left at 
Martin’s Small Engines. 

Anyone with informa-
tion related to the thefts 
is asked to call police at 
570-3000 ext. 3319 or call 
CrimeStoppers at 1-800-
222-8177.

Woolwich council is expected to 
make official a 2.5-per-cent tax 
hike for 2006. The township is 
looking to levy $4.9 million this 
year, part of $13.9-million budget.
The increase means a hit of $12.63 

on the township portion of prop-
erty tax bills, based on an average 
home assessed at $183,000.
Meeting as a committee of the 

whole Tuesday, councillors ap-
proved the new budget, which 
includes $6.3 million in capital 
spending and $7.6 in operating ex-
penses. Formal approval is set for 
Jan. 31.
On the capital side, engineering 

projects totaling $3.8 million make 
up the bulk of the proposed spend-

ing. Along with the $1.1 million 
for inflow and infiltration work in 
Elmira’s Birdland, work on tap in-
cludes repairs to the Schuett Bridge 
($496,000), the Elmira north trunk 
sewer project ($350,000) and up-
grades to the Heidelberg water 
system ($348,000).
The township is also looking to 

put about $1 million in 2006 to-
ward a series of new recreation 
facilities to be built over the next 
three or four years.
The 2.5-per-cent levy increase 

includes a one-per-cent jump in 
the general tax levy; the remain-
ing 1.5-per-cent jump represents 
a special capital levy for recreation 
projects.

Woolwich plans to finalize 2006 budget 
at next week’s council meeting
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The beat goes 
on ... the road
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have wanted to be able 
to launch a career. I had 
a great school, teachers 
that took an invested in-
terest in me; I grew up 
in a community where 
you’re safe, where you 
know people and people 
know you,” he said, not-
ing he first learned or-
chestral percussion at 
Elmira District Second-
ary School.

“In Elmira here, I had 
all sorts of opportunities. 
I was playing for church 
services, … square danc-
es and for rock bands, 
country bands. Just by 
the virtue of being a 
smaller town, there were 
just fewer drummers 
around, so I got lots of 
calls.”
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He did a very graceful thing. It was a tough thing, because 
nobody likes to leave, but it was the right thing to do.

Wilfrid Laurier University political scientist David Docherty 
praises Prime Minister Paul Martin’s decision to step down 
as Liberal leader following Monday’s election.

» Making the effort
Regarless of your take on the re-
sults of this week’s election, there is 
some consolation in seeing (margin-
ally) more Canadians getting off their 
backsides to vote. In Kitchener-Con-
estoga, that number was up seven 
percentage points over 2004.

» No peace at this time
Whether the election of a Hamas-led 
government in Palestine turns ugly 
remains to be seen, but hopes for 
peace in the Middle East seem to be 
dashed again. The extremist group is 
labelled a terrorist organization, and 
has launched numerous attacks on 
Isreal, which it vows to eradicate.

» Senseless violence
Just days into his role as PM-desig-
nate, Stephen Harper’s law-and-or-
der agenda was front and centre as 
a 17-year-old Montreal girl working 
alone overnight at a gas station was 
stabbed to death. Details are still 
sketchy, but the violence is a horrific 
reminder of crime on our streets.

Time to let Tories fix health care issues
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Ottawa just got
more colourful

Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper. Sure 
has a nice ring to 

it, don’t it? Glad to see 
enough folks finally came 
to their senses, givin’ the 
Liberals the boot. I’d be a 
whole lot happier, though, 
if it had been a majority, 
so all them other party 
crackpots wouldn’t have 
nothin’ to do but shut 
their yaps and watch how 
a real government goes 
about runnin’ things.

You gotta expect now that 
the other politicos is going 
to try to force the Reform-
ers off of the rails. They 
whiny leftist types is gon-
na do all sorts of things to 
keep Harper from pushin’ 
through the kind of chang-
es we need in this country 
to get rid of the undesir-
able types that are brin-
gin’ it down. Not to men-
tion we’re done panderin’ 
to crooks, ingrates, lazy 
folks and those lookin’ to 
sponge off of others. That 
element will shape up or 
ship out now that we’ve 
got a right thinkin’ gov-
ernment on its way in.

I already seen how some 
of them “experts” say the 
Conservatives is going 
start going all soft in or-
der to win another elec-
tion. This ain’t Mulroney 
we’re talkin’ about – that 

man would sell out his 
own mother for the slight-
est gain. No, Stephen 
Harper is made of sterner 
stuff than that – we ain’t 
gonna back down on wel-
fare bums, grafter, same-
sex marriage or crime on 
the streets. We’ve been 
waitin’ too long for de-
cent folk to have their say 
on such matters.

The first thing I want to 
see is a whole pile of unde-
sirables handed one-way 
tickets … at their own 
expense. We get rid of 
those brinin’ bad things 
here, then we ship off the 
home-grow crooks to do 
hard time in all the new 
prisons we ought to build 
– I ain’t got no objection 
to my tax dollars bein’ 
put to such good use.

Mark my words, things 
are going to change.

A TAX ON STUPIDITY
One thing you ain’t going 

to see is that nonsense go-
ing on out in B.C., where 
the government – which 
is supposed to be conser-
vative, despite the name 
of Liberal – is looking to 
go prying into private 

matters so they can rip 
folks off for a few more 
tax dollars.

I seen how the Observer 
boys gave it the thumbs-
down, and I’m all in 
agreement for a change.

Seems that the govern-
ment there wants Costco 
to turn over the names 
of its B.C. members that 
shop in Alberta, where 
they ain’t got no provin-
cial sales tax on account 
of havin’ a proper Con-
servative government. 
The pencil-pushers and 
the dumbass politicians 
want folks to pay up after 
they get home.

To me, it ain’t nobody’s 
business, least of all the 
money-grabbin’ bureau-
crats, where folks spend 
their money – it’s bad 
enough they steal as much 
as they do, without spen-
din’ even more to harass 
hard-workin’ people. To 
make matters worse, I read 
that they’d probably only 
raise another $1 to $2 mil-
lion that way, which is less 
than one cabinet minister 
usually spends on them 
fancy dinners in a year … 

or on takin’ a trip to Ha-
waii for a few drinks.
DON’T MATTER WHO PAYS, 
BUT KIDS SHOULD MOVE IT
The wife figures I ought 

to say something about 
the kerfuffle over the 
rates they’re chargin’ to 
use the arenas in Wool-
wich. Now, I’m all for folks 
payin’ their own freight – 
it ain’t like you’re gonna 
find me out using them 
rinks. And whatever hap-
pened to skatin’ out on a 
pond, or havin’ someone 
flood the yard for folks to 
make use of?

Anyways, since she says 
I’m always goin’ on about 
kids gettin’ fat and lazy, 
the wife thinks I should 
put my money where 
my mouth is so it can be 
cheaper for the young 
ones to take part in all 
them sports. I suppose 
she’s got a point – and 
I seen how the sports 
groups are makin’ the 
same argument – that 
you don’t want to be giv-
en any more reasons for 
children to sit at home 
lookin’ at the TV and 
playin’ them videogames. 
Any fool knows playin’ 
hockey on the screen 
ain’t nothin’ compared to 
what a lad learns playin’ 
an honest-to-goodness 
game of shinny.

If nothing else, Canadians are in for some inter-
esting times given the mixture of MPs we’ve sent 
to the House of Commons. In many ways, we’ve 
got to eat our cake and have it too.

Voters have wanted to spank the Liberals since 
the early days of the sponsorship scandal. We were 
itching for a change, even if only on principle. In the 
election of 2004, our collective doubts about Stephen 
Harper and the Reform-turned-Conservative party 
pulled many back from the brink, allowing Paul 
Martin to form a minority government.

By the time this week’s election rolled around, 
the Liberals seemed an even heavier burden – ripe 
enough to warrant dismissal, but not to the extent 
that the Conservatives would form a majority govern-
ment. Voter turnout across the country was stronger 
than last time. The same was true in Kitchener-Con-
estoga, where thousands more cast ballots. Liberal 
Lynn Myers received more votes than in 2004, but 
a smaller percentage of the overall total. New Con-
servative MP Harold Albrecht won with the smallest 
percentage (41.2) in recent elections, in part because 
both the NDP and the Green Party made significant 
gains.

Outside of the conservative strongholds, clearly 
this was a vote against the Liberals and not for the 
Tories.

A slim minority means we technically pushed the 
Liberals out of power, but we have not given Harper 
carte blanche to implement policies the majority of 
Canadians reject. As Martin’s own minority gov-
ernment showed, the kind of consensus-building 
required to govern generally favours the electorate, 
and keeps in check politicians’ natural tendency to 
be self-serving.

We got change, but gave ourselves a safety net.
The challenge now for Harper is to try to hang on 

to power while balancing opposing forces in his own 
party. Former Reform and Alliance party members 
– the core of the newly amalgamated Conservative 
party – will want to start dispensing edicts based on 
their brand of social conservatism. They’ll also wish 
to pump up the importance and influence of the West, 
particularly Alberta.

Countering those party faithful will be the red To-
ries, including members of the former Progressive 
Conservative party, who want Harper to move to the 
centre to increase the chance of winning a major-
ity. To that end, the new prime minister will have to 
fill his cabinet with MPs from Ontario and Quebec. 
Many of the most controversial issues – same-sex 
marriage, abortion, social-spending cuts – will have 
to go on the backburner or be axed altogether. The 
party may have to do a deal with the Bloc Quebecois, 
which might not play well back at the home base.

Harper does have a little time on his hands – none 
of the parties is eager to return to the polls too quick-
ly. There are war chests to be refilled, strategies to 
be vetted and the voters’ overload to be considered. 
The Liberals have to find a new leader and give him 
or her time to settle into the roll. And the Grits will 
want to wait until well after the Gomery report and 
assorted fallout is cleared before presenting a new-
and-improved Liberal machine.

If Harper uses that time to overhaul his party’s 
negative image, and can demonstrate its policies are 
strictly practical and not ideological, he may suc-
ceed in forming a viable national party. If not, he will 
prove to be a temporary placeholder for a Liberal gov-
ernment sent to its room without dinner.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Do you think the minority 
Conservative government
will meet your needs?”

Stewart
Nimmok

“Yes, because 
it’s time for a 
change.”

Linda
Gross

“Yes I do. I think 
a minority is 
good and I think 
a change of gov-
ernment makes 
everybody as-
tute.”

Charles
Arndt

“I don’t know 
if they have 
enough time 
for that.”

Ashley
Schieck

“ H o p e f u l l y 
they will do the 
best they can 
to meet every-
body’s needs.”

“I KNOW I TOLD YOU GUYS I’D TAKE THE GAGS OFF ONCE THE ELECTION
WAS OVER ... BUT THIS MINORITY GOVERNMENT THING IS A BIT TRICKY.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Even early on, Martin was up to his dithering ways

Retirement plan no 
boon for workers

One of the burdens 
newspaper colum-
nists have to bear 

is anonymous phone 
calls. Every columnist 
gets them.

One day, just after 
Pierre Trudeau made his 
famous walk in the snow, 
this scribbler received 
such a call. “Watch out, 
Fotheringham,” said 
the mystery voice, “Paul 
Martin Jr. is going for 
the Liberal leadership.” 
The phone went dead.

At the time, the scrib-
bler never knew much 
if anything about a Paul 
Martin Jr. Knew his 
father well, of course. 
Checked out Jr. – Power 
Corp, Canada Steamship 
Lines etc – and so ran a 
blind item in the scrib-
bler’s column: Watch out, 
Paul Martin Jr. is going 
for the Liberal leader-
ship.

On reading this – they 
have confessed this in 
print – Ottawa back-room 

lobbyist David Herle 
and Terrie O’Leary his 
“partner” (this being the 
current trendy descrip-
tion of someone you bed 
but won’t marry) drove 
from Ottawa to Montreal 
to meet a man they had 
never met.

Herle is now the heavy-
weight handler of Mar-
tin, and thus responsible 
for the disastrous Grit 
campaign, but we won’t 
get into this now.

Several weeks later, the 
scribbler is walking out 
of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
in Montreal late in the 
evening and is accosted 
by a well-dressed couple. 
“You’re Fotheringham!” 
the male demands.

The scribbler gives him 
the usual response to all 
such angry males, late in 
the evening: “It depends 
on whether you want to 
kick me, or kiss me.”

“Mulroney has warned 
me about you,” sez the 
angry male. “He sez you 

invent a politician, puff 
them up into a large bal-
loon – and then stick a 
pin in them.”

“Of course,” the scrib-
bler replied. “That’s how 
I make a living.”

“Come with me,” the 
chap orders. He drives 
his wife home, takes me 
to his office – it is now 
near midnight – opens 
a bottle of Scotch and so 
Paul Martin and I be-
come sort-of friends, as 
much as any scribbler 
and any politician can 
become friends.

He confesses – as he did 
in subsequent dinners 
in his plush Westmount 
home – that he has a ter-
rible dilemma. Whether 
to go into politics, or go 
to Africa where he is 
agonized about the pov-

erty there and what to do 
about it.

The scribbler sits there 
and listens, on and on. He 
remembers about three 
chaps – Joe Clark, Brian 
Mulroney, Richard Nix-
on – who boasted in high 
school to their mates that 
they planned to be prime 
minister or president, as 
they all achieved. Was 
this guy, over the West-
mount brandy, a – dare 
we think it – a ditherer?

We move on. He becomes 
a nine-year finance min-
ister. The scribbler, now 
with the Globe and Mail, 
sits down with him in 
Ottawa for long two-page 
Q-and-A sessions on how 
the world is going.

Once PM, he lies to me 
face-to-face three times. 
Asked at a social occa-

sion for a formal inter-
view, he gives a memo-
rable phrase: “For you, 
Allan, any time.” The 
next encounter, the exact 
same phrase. The third 
time – by this time I’m 
bored by the flannel.

It’s the reason he’s no 
longer the prime minis-
ter.
AND AN IMPOR-

TANT THING: What 
the Ottawa scribblers 
missed – in the RCMP be-
ing highly criticized for 
interrupting a political 
campaign with an inves-
tigation of obvious leaks 
from Ralph Goodale’s of-
fice over income trusts 
– is that American law-
busters were first on the 
trail. Clients below the 
border were outraged 
over being busted by the 
scandal that sunk the 
Liberals – after the Ad-
scam disaster.
A THIRD THING: 

There is just one per-
son in Canada who is 

happy that Paul Martin 
lost. It is Sheila Martin, 
his wife. She absolutely 
hates politics. And her 
face shows it every day.
HOW DOES THE 

WORLD CHANGE? Joe 
Clark, the last Western-
er to be PM, lasted only 
nine months in part be-
cause his rancher base 
thought he was a wimp 
because, at the height of 
feminism, his wife Mau-
reen McTeer wouldn’t 
take his name.

In 2006, the stiff Ste-
phen Harper was soft-
ened when his wife, Lor-
raine Teskey, retained 
her maiden name and 
rode a motorcycle.
THIS TELLS IT ALL: 

Forbes magazine reveals 
that Paul Martin’s wealth 
as of 2004 was $225 mil-
lion, mainly from his 
shipping empire that 
was registered offshore 
under Liberia and Ber-
muda flags so as to avoid 
Canadian taxes.

To the Editor,
The end of mandatory 

retirement represents 
one step ahead and two 
back.

It’s obvious that setting 
the beginning of the so-
called golden years at 65 
is arbitrary at best and 
unfair to those still hale 
and hearty. Medical sci-
ence offers a quick fix in 
pill form to whatever ails 
us. The bionic man is 
more than just a re-run 
– with new pumps, joints 
and plumbing only an op-
erating room away, the 
century mark is within 
reach.

Why, then, shouldn’t we 
be allowed to make more 
dough and feel fulfilled?

The reasons are infi-
nite, starting with On-

tario Labour Minister 
Steve Peters’ lame justi-
fications. He said it will 
allow those who joined 
the workforce later to 
continue to contribute 
to their families and the 
economy. A casual visit 
to any restaurant, the-
atre or southern desti-
nation suggest that grey 
keeps businesses in the 
black. Some estimates 
suggest boomers will put 
$3 trillion in their kids’ 
pockets through inheri-
tance.

It’s clear that govern-
ment has a hidden agen-
da, knowing that the nor-
mal pyramid of popula-
tion distribution, where 
a relatively large group 
pays pension for a few is 
inverted, with the boom-
ers turning 60 in 2006 
lining up in droves to 

LOVE ‘EM OR HATE ‘EM - THEY LIKE TO SPEAK THEIR MINDS
FOLLOW OUR EXCLUSIVE COLUMNISTS (THE ONES YOU LOVE AND THE ONES YOU HATE), EVERY WEEK.

▼ See FEW page 8
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Bleary-eyed reflections

Continued from page 7

Trying to quickly 
analyze the results 
of a vote in the wee 

small hours of the morn-
ing is an uncertain pros-
pect. There are obviously 
some things that remain 
unclear at this early 
stage, and some that may 
only make sense after 
a good night’s sleep. In 
any event, here are some 
of my reflections on the 
campaign:
Lessons from the cam-

paign
When your campaign is 

already a losing one, neg-
ative ads only accelerate 
your decline – especially 
when they rely partially 
on utter fabrications 
about your opponent’s 
platform.

It really is possible to 
hide away your socially-
conservative MPs and 
candidates for eight 
weeks. Note that I’m re-
ferring not just to the 
Conservatives, but to the 
Liberals. 

An overwhelming de-
sire for change trumps 
uncertainty about the 
alternatives – but not 
enough to lead to a major-
ity government.

Strategic voting never 
worked, and it didn’t 
work this time either. It 
may have saved the seats 
of a few Liberal MPs, 
but that was mainly in 
ridings (like Beaches-
East York or Nickel Belt) 
where the main opponent 
was a New Democrat.
Good news and bad 

news
Of the 12 new NDP MPs 

elected on Monday, eight 
are women – including 
former Toronto City 
councillor Olivia Chow, 
former MP Dawn Black, 
former BC cabinet min-
ister Penny Priddy and 
former Ontario cabinet 
minister Irene Mathys-
sen. This means that 12 
out of 29 New Democrat 
MPs – an impressive 41.4 
per cent – are women.

The bad news? Unfortu-
nately, the total number 
of women in the House 
of Commons fell by two. 
Only 12 per cent of Con-
servative candidates 
were women, so their 
gains were unlikely to 
have had any kind of 
positive impact on the 
scandalous shortage of 
women in the House of 
Commons. 
What it all means
We need electoral re-

form. Badly. Winning 36.3 
per cent of the vote na-
tionally (as the Conserva-
tives did) should not give 
a party 40.3 per cent of the 
seats. Winning 10.5 per 
cent of the vote should not 
give a regional party like 
the Bloc Quebecois 16.6 
per cent of the seats. And, 
from my own partisan 
point of view, 17.5 per cent 
of the vote should result 

in far more than 9.4 per 
cent of the seats. The Lib-
eral Party is really the 
only party whose share of 
the popular vote (30.2 per 
cent) approximated the 
percentage of seats that 
they won (33.4 per cent). 
As well, with 4.5 per cent 
of the vote, the Green 
Party should clearly be 
represented in the House 
of Commons (although 
it’s perfectly appropriate 
that 10 other parties, who 
together got less than one 
per cent of the vote, are 
not represented).

Equally important is the 
fact that our electoral sys-
tem exaggerates regional 
differences. There’s no 
doubt that the Conserva-
tives are the most popular 
party in Alberta, for ex-
ample, but they certainly 
don’t deserve all of the 
seats in that province. 
What the Conservatives 
do deserve is to have MPs 
from Toronto, Vancouver 
and Montreal. The NDP 
deserves seats in Saskatch-
ewan, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Edmonton and 
Montreal. The Liberals 
should have MPs from Ed-
monton, but they shouldn’t 
have won as many as they 
did in Toronto.
What to watch out for
Stephen Harper will be 

so anxious to present a 
moderate face that he’ll 
continue to marginalize 
his most outspoken big-
ots (although there are 
too many in his caucus 
for him to muzzle all of 
them).

There are going to be a 
lot of veteran Alberta and 
BC MPs who are angry at 
being left out of Stephen 
Harper’s cabinet.

The Liberal Party will 
be so busy tearing itself 
to shreds over its leader-
ship race (Dryden, Man-
ley, Stronach, Ignatieff, 
McKenna, et al) that it 
won’t have time to bother 
being an opposition par-
ty. It certainly won’t be 

in any hurry to force an 
election. In many situa-
tions, it is more likely to 
prop up the government 
than are the NDP and the 
Bloc.

The results of the Gom-
ery and the Arar inqui-
ries will be released. The 
Conservatives will want 
to play up the former 
and downplay the latter 
(since they were partially 
to blame for the Liberals’ 
failure to act to protect 
Arar, labelling him a ter-
rorist who didn’t deserve 
the protection of the gov-
ernment). The two ongo-
ing RCMP investigations 
announced during the 
campaign will probably 
fizzle out due to a lack of 
conclusive proof.

Newly-elected Indepen-
dent MP André Arthur 
(a right-wing shock jock) 
may look like he holds 
the balance of power, but 
his influence is likely to 
be far more limited than 
Chuck Cadman’s was last 
June. For starters, Cad-
man had the respect of 
people on all sides of the 
House and his personal 
credibility allowed him 
to play the role of power 
broker. Arthur has none 
of that. On the other 
hand, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised to see him sitting 
as a Conservative by the 
end of his term.

Peter Milliken will be 
re-elected as Speaker of 
the House. I suspect that 
Milliken’s first words as 
a child were a recitation 
of Parliamentary proce-
dure. He absolutely loves 
this stuff. And, notwith-
standing the Conserva-
tives’ continuing bad feel-
ings about his tie-break-
ing votes during the last 
Parliament (all of which 
were simply an affirma-
tion of longstanding Par-
liamentary tradition), 
they won’t want to give 
up one of their own MPs 
in such a tight House of 
Commons.

A Public Consultation Centre, or PCC (informal ‘drop-in’ format) has been arranged to receive public 
comments about the bridge type alternatives under consideration.  The Public Consultation Centre will 
take place as follows:

Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2006
Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Place:  Region of Waterloo International Airport
 4881 Fountain Street North
 Breslau, Ontario

Project Team members will be present to receive comments and respond to questions. Anyone with an 
interest in this project is invited to attend and provide input.  If you cannot attend but would like to 
make your views known, please forward any comments to:

 Mr. John Stephenson, P.Eng.
Senior Project Manager
Transportation and Environmental Services
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 6th Floor
Kitchener, ON  N2G 4J3
Tel: 519-575-4096
Fax: 519-575-4430
Email: stejohn@region.waterloo.on.ca

Ken Seiling, Regional Chair
Telephone: (519) 575-4585

Note: With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE
TO CONSIDER THE SELECTION OF A

BRIDGE TYPE FOR THE NEW GRAND RIVER CROSSING

FAIRWAY ROAD EXTENSION, 
ZELLER DRIVE TO FOUNTAIN STREET

FEBRUARY 8, 2006

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) Study to consider the proposed extension of Fairway Road, from Zeller Drive 
in the City of Kitchener, to Fountain Street in the City of Cambridge.  This project includes:  
construction of new roadways extending Fairway Road and construction of a new bridge 
crossing the Grand River.

The preferred roadway alignment, Route D2, was formally endorsed by Regional Council on 
June 22, 2005.  The Project Team is considering several bridge type alternatives for the Grand 
River crossing, and is seeking further public input in this regard.

collect. Extending pen-
sionable age will soften 
the stampede and, not 
incidentally, thrill the 
employer who will retain 
valued employees minus 
benefits.

There is a gross miscon-
ception that retirement 
is the end of work, time 
to savour the proceeds 
from a life of labour, a 
stoppage which is often 
fatal to those who take 
it literally, with heart at-
tacks soaring soon after 
we take our shingle in.

Rather, retirement is 
a golden opportunity to 
give back in gratitude for 
the life of luxury we’ve 
lived relative to 95 per 
cent of the planet. We 
can serve, volunteer and 
even fill minimum-wage 
positions for the joy of it, 
as the need to put bread 
on the table is past, giv-
ing us the chance to put 
it on someone else’s.

The saddest outcome of 
the ban on retirement is 
that rather than working 
to live, those who live to 
work will take it to the 
grave.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

Few older people 
want to keep working 
out of necessity
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Council approves changes to Elmira development Union wage increases likely 2.5%Spending the green to keep it cut in Woolwich
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RRSP
57 month Term Deposit

4.25%

Planning for LIFE!

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

A tradition of trust.

An evening of equine art, international cuisine &

FINE WINE TASTING
Wed., February 1 5-8pm
$10.00 per person (RSVP 669-0799)

Proceeds to KW Humane Society

29 Church St. W., Elmira   TEL: 669-0799
Guaranteed lowest wine prices in K-W area. Best Quality Wine.

 Elze’s Wonderful Wines

ALL RED 
WINES 

LESS 10%
Wed., Feb. 1 ONLY

“Investing
in wine”

talk by TD’s
Heather

Nageleisen

Art
Exhibition 
by Linda 

Brubacher

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Skiers and snowmobilers 
lament the lack of snow 
this winter, but those in 
the business of moving 

it off our roads and walkways 
see it as a mixed blessing. On 
the one hand, business and the 
bottom line take a hit, on the 
other, costs may be reduced.

Private contractors have been 
feeling the pinch, but munici-
pal crews aren’t seeing any sig-
nificant budgetary relief.

“With the unusual weather, 
our hours are a lot less,” said 
Lorne Martin, owner of Flo-
radale-based Civic Pavement 
Marking, which clears com-
mercial and government lots 
throughout the area. The com-
pany also clears the sidewalks 
in Elmira.

Typically, he explained, his 
workers would be putting in 
about 50 hours per week to keep 
on top of the white stuff at this 
time of year. But with Mother 
Nature keeping things more on 
the mild side, that’s dropped to 
about 30.

Civic operates three trucks 
with plows, five skidsteer load-
ers and a backhoe. 

While the company has spent 
less time plowing, winter 
hasn’t been without its share of 
work. There’s regular parking 
lot maintenance, such as filling 
potholes, and making sure the 
melting snow doesn’t turn into 
a different kind of headache for 

Warm weather slows demand
Private snow clearing operators see fewer hours; freezing rain keeps municipalities busy

clients.
“When it’s warm through the 

day, it freezes overnight and 
then our [snow] banks melt 
into the parking lot. Then we 
have to go back and salt,” Mar-
tin said. 

“Some of our contracts are 
24/7. We have one guy that gets 
up between midnight and two 
o’clock every morning and goes 
for a drive, checks the weather 
and makes sure our lots are all 
fine. Regardless of the weather, 
he’ll go out.”

It’s the water side of things 

that have kept municipal crews 
busy through the winter. De-
spite the warm weather, nei-
ther Woolwich nor Wellesley 
officials expect much in the 
way of savings in their winter 
control budgets.

“The reality is we’ve had a 
couple ice storms, so I’m expect-
ing, cost-wise … we’re probably 
on target. …We’re probably not 
any more or any less than nor-
mal,” said Rod Kruger, Wool-
wich’s manager of engineering 
operations, referring to this 
year’s winter control budget of 

about $524,000.
“Ice storms cost more money. 

We have to put more material 
out. With straight snow, you 
can just plow it off the road. 
Then you can dust it with a 
little bit of salt and sand and 
that’s the end of it. But with 
ice, the level and amount of ma-
terial you put down is a little 
greater because you have to try 
to cut the surface and get more 
of the surface broken down.

“Then you end up out there 
plowing the stuff later on,” he 
chuckled.

Gravel roads have proven to 
be particularly cumbersome for 
Wellesley’s public works crews. 
Of the Township’s 270 kilome-
tres of road, 210 aren’t paved.

“Last Tuesday (Jan. 17), when 
it was raining, we used a tre-
mendous amount of sand and 
salt. The gravel roads, in par-
ticular, took a lot of effort and 
manpower – graders, scrap-
ing and sand – to try and keep 
them in a drivable condition,” 
said Will McLaughlin, director 
of pubic works.

“The other aspect we’ve been 
fighting the last few days is 
potholes, because the top of the 
gravel roads turn into mud in 
the sunshine and the warm 
weather – just the top inch or 
two. When the cars kick the ma-
terial out of the holes, it’s mud 
and it’s basically wasted. The 
grader can’t come along there 
and start grading because the 
road’s frozen still, for the most 
part.”

Wellesley’s budget for Janu-
ary is $28,000 and they’re on 
target to come in just under 
that. Of course, with a couple 
months of winter still to come, 
anything can happen with the 
remainder of the budget.

“Once you start getting into 
the latter part of March or 
April, if you’re still fighting 
snow … you’ve got guys out on 
the road not doing the work we 
should be doing, like winter 
cleanup … and other main-
tenance operations,” Kruger 
noted.

RICHARD VIVIAN

A new subdivision planned for the corner of Church Street and Barnswal-
low Drive in Elmira is undergoing some changes on the drawing board. 
Woolwich council this week approved developer Finoro Homes’ request to 
replace 24 townhouse units with semi-detached homes.

 Mitchell Property Maintenance of Millbank will get $170,000 over the next 
three years to keep the grass tidy at Woolwich Township properties in Elmira. 
They’ll do the same in St. Jacobs for $43,000. Council also awarded its cem-
etery maintenance contract ($32,000) to Active Paving of St. Clements.

In a report on labour relations released this week, the Conference Board 
of Canada suggests unionized wage increases will shrink slightly this year. 
The average increase for 2006 will be 2.5 per cent, the think-tank says, 
down from 2.7 per cent in 2005.

NO SNOW SLOWDOWN The winter maintenance business is down as temperatures are up. Private plowers, including Lester 
Martin (left) and Adam Weber of Civic Pavement Marking, are spending less time pushing snow and more time spreading salt.



 ..

SPORTSPAGES
Major Novice squad takes silver in BoltonLunney leads the way Spending time in the sin bin

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s hand-me-downs 
no more for the girls’ 
hockey team at EDSS. 

Stuck wearing 20-year-
old castoffs from the boys’ 
team, the girls are now 
sporting brand new gold 
and green jerseys cour-
tesy of public donations.

Outfitting the team 
became something of a 
community project fol-
lowing reports about 
efforts to replace the 
much-used sweaters.

The money was raised 
by donations from Dar-
ryl Chapman of Trylon 
TSF, Quentin Martin of 

She wore a new jersey
EDSS girls’ hockey sweaters get a facelift from community

Cribit Seeds, Bill Ferrier 
of Elmira Auto Supply, 
Merv and Mary Algar of 
Merv Algar Plastics and 
Dave Freeman of Free-
man Industries.  

The accumulative effort 
paid for the $900 sports-
wear, which was shown 
off for the first time dur-
ing last week’s match.

Coach John Swatridge 
was pleased and sur-
prised at the community 
generosity, but dismayed 
when it came down to or-
dering the shirts.  

“They’re not perfect. We 
couldn’t do the school co-
lours.”

The grey-green EDSS 
standard was not a com-

mon enough combina-
tion to appear in the or-
der books, which forced 
Swatridge to make an 
executive decision about 
his team’s image. 

“It would have cost us 
another $400,” he added. 
“The green and the grey, 
it’s not a typical colour 
scheme. We had to order 
a stock sweater. We had 
to go gold and green. It’s 
not the end of the world 
but it’s not the exact  
same as what we’ve had 
in the past.”

But for $400 difference 
he’s happy with their pur-
chase and pleased about 
chucking the old, smelly 
white ones. 

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having fun and showing team 
spirit trumps winning as the On-
tario Minor Hockey Association 
playoffs got into full swing this 

week in Elmira. 
This year’s playoffs is structured to give 

the kids more ice time. Teams are compet-
ing in two divisions, each with a three-
game round robin. Winners will move 
onto the quarterfinals where they’ll play 
a best-of-five set.  

The change guarantees each team more 
play time then last year’s straight best-
of-five strategy and puts less emphasis on 
winning.

“Part of the reason they changed it is 
that any Woolwich team that ended up at 
the bottom of the standings would have to 
play a first-place team and were done after 
three games,” said the association’s Chris 

Minor hockey, major fun
The game is more important than winning during the OMHA playoffs

Bauman. “This is to keep teams play-
ing.” 

Teams will compete outside the tri-
county league during the play downs un-
til Feb. 5, when quarterfinal contestants 
will move on to the OMHA tournament 
in Niagara.

Rob Smyth, Woolwich Minor Hockey 
president, attended some of the weekend 
games and is confident the players are 
going to have great playoff rounds.

“Not everybody is going to be success-
ful,” started Smyth. “But one of the things 
Woolwich Minor Hockey stands for in 
the values is … we try to lead by letting 
them have fun. Some teams are probably 
going to do better than other teams, but 
that’s the way the game goes.”

Of  the three games Smyth saw last 
weekend, he was most entertained by a 
Minor Atom match where Woolwich and 
Oakville skated to a 3-3 overtime tie.

He explained that Woolwich lost 6-0 to 

Oakville in their first round robin game. 
The strong Oakville team has a reputation 
for only having 17 goals scored against 
them in 24 games. It was a tough match-up 
for the Wildcats. 

“Those kids really worked hard, and that 
was fun to watch … and that just shows the 
heart of the kids. It showed a lot of charac-
ter,” he said of the nine-year-olds involved 
in the game.

“They scored more goals in that game 
then they have on that team all year.” 

Although Saturday held an exciting 
match, Smyth was also pleased by the con-
duct of the teams, the players, the coaches 
and fans. 

“Our teams were not successful in every 
game, but I saw them working hard. I saw 
them having fun, coaches encouraging 
players. I saw people enjoying the arena.”

The weekend games included Midget AE 
Wildcat’s 5-3 loss to Orangeville and the 
peewee AE Wildcat’s 3-0 loss to Hespeler. 

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In the playoffs, a team will only 
go as far as its goaltending takes 
it, according to conventional wis-

dom. With less than a month to go 
in the season, the Sugar Kings are 
seeing some peak performances be-
tween the pipes.

Last Sunday (Jan. 22) it was the 
Kitchener Dutchmen who got the 
stingy treatment, as Elmira skated 
to a 3-1 victory.

“You have to look to Trevor Van 
Wyck,” said coach John East. “I 
mean he’s been in on this little win 
streak we’ve got going. He’s been out-
standing – he’s given up three goals 
over his last two games.”

The Kings have won their last four 
games, besting Owen Sound twice, 
Listowel and Kitchener. 

In the latest outing, Van Wyck was 
sharp, stopping 28 of 29 shots.

Currently ranked number two in 
the league, Van Wyck boasts a 91.4 
save percentage and a 2.41 goals 
against average (GAA) in 22 games. 
He’s helped put his team in third 
place with 51 points and a 25-14-1 
record. Only the Brantford Golden 
Eagles’ Scott VanBommel – 92.9% 
and 2.25 GAA in 24 games – has bet-

Kings 
keep 

streak 
alive

Elmira makes it four in 
a row with 3-1 decision 

over Kitchener Dutchmen

▼ See STRONG page 13

SPORTING THE GOODS The EDSS girls’ hockey team is the proud bearer of brand new green and white jerseys 
after community members came together and raised about $900. Top left: manager Mary Bauman, Contessa 
Brenner, coach John Swatridge. Middle left: Kala Doering, Amanda Schwindt, Kathy Shantz, Carrie Balch. Front 
left: Hannah Redekop, Victoria Lomax, Brynna Wasylycia, Jillian Wannamaker, Holly Ogram, Melissa Kaleta. 

DESIREE FINHERT

Skating in Bolton Jan. 14, the Major Novice Wildcats made it to the cham-
pionship round. However, they were handed a 7-3 loss against Schomberg 
and had to settle for second-place. Leading up to the finals, they fell 5-3 
to Caledon and bested Guelph 6-1.

With 50 points to-date, Elmira Sugar King John Lunney leads his team 
in the point race. He has 31 goals and 19 assists, earning him seventh-
place in the league. Lunney is the only King in the Mid-Western Junior 
B’s top 10; there are four in the top 20.

OUT FOR FUN The Woolwich Wildcats’ Peewee AE goalie Nick Torigian (left) and Midget AE right-winger Blaine Cressman took part in the OMHA round-robin 
tournament Jan. 21. The Peewee team lost 3-0 to Hespeler, while the Midgets fell to Orangeville 5-3.

So far this season, the Elmira Sugar Kings have racked up 916 minutes 
in penalties. Heading the pack is Zac Bauman, who’s spent 118 minutes 
in the box, followed by Adam MacDonnell (101 minutes). With 151 min-
utes, Brantford’s Stu Naylor leads the Mid-Western Junior B in bin time.

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT
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Artificial intelligence and the sportsman

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
MINI 6
Tillsonburg Tournament 
JAN. 21
• Woolwich White 0
   Tillsonburg 12
• Woolwich White 4
   Six Nations 0
Goals: Connor Martin (2), 
Keegan Saunders, Keanan Stuart
• Woolwich White 2
   Thamesford 4
Goals: Cameron Rose, Keanan 
Stuart
Assists: Keanan Stuart, Tyler 
McBay, Noah Zeller

NOVICE
Bolton Tournament
JAN. 14
• Woolwich 2 Caledon 5
Goals: Alex Uttley, Matthew 
Leger
Assists: Nathan Schlupp, Kelby 
Martin, Nicholas Pavanel
• Woolwich 6 Guelph 1
Goals: Alex Uttley (2), Grant 
Kernick, Evan Martin, Cole 
Conlin, Matthew Leger
Assists: Nicholas Pavanel (2), 
Claire Hanley (2), Alex Uttley (2), 
Bailey Nickels, Matthew Leger, 
Nathan Schlupp
• Woolwich 3 Schomberg 7
Goals: Alex Uttley (2), Nicholas 
Pavanel
Assists: Nathan Schlupp, Alex 
Uttley
JAN. 21
• Woolwich 4 Acton 0
Goals: Kelby Martin, Alex Uttley, 
Grant Kernick, Nathan Schlupp

Assists: Nicholas Pavanel (2), 
Nathan Schlupp

ATOM MINOR
JAN. 21
• Woolwich 3 Oakville 3
Goals: Ryan Schinker (3)
Assists: Jordan King, Alex 
MacLean, Mackenzie Shantz, 
Owen Griffiths
JAN. 24
• Woolwich 1 Oakville 2
Goals: Jordan King
Assists: Bobby Sutherland

ATOM LL
JAN. 21
• Woolwich Three 5 St. George 2
Goals: Adam Brown (2), Cole 
Martin, Colin Hartwick, Timmy 
Shuh
Assists: Michael Martin, Jeremy 
Hanley, Cole Martin
• Woolwich Two 2
   Twin Centre Two 5
Goals: Bradley Thomas, Brent 
Eby
JAN. 22
• Woolwich Two 3
   Plattsville One 1
Goals: Sebastien Huber, Brent 
Eby, Jordan Arndt
Assists: Marty Metzger, Bradley 
Thomas

BANTAM MINOR
JAN. 11
• Woolwich 9 Guelph 1
Goals: Jon Weber (2), Luke 
Baleshta (2), R.J. Good, Mike 
Cameron, Josh Wade, Matt 
Dumart, Andrew Moore
Assists: Luke Baleshta (3), Jake 

Radecliffe (2), R.J. Good (2), Kyle 
Uttley (2), Matt Dumart, Andrew 
Moore, Devon Wagner, James 
Toronnchuk
JAN. 22
• Woolwich 5 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Devon Wagner (2), Luke 
Baleshta, Mike Cameron, Brandon 
Stuebing
Assists: Matt Dumart, Brandon 
Stuebing, Mike Cameron

BANTAM AE
JAN. 13
• Woolwich 6 Milton 1
Goals: Brent Kron (2), Jason 
Young, Ryan Elvy, Scott Young, 
Brandon Lamers
Assists: Devin Church (2), 
Jason Young (2), Scott Young, 
Jordan Mills, Adam Chowem, 
Andrew Martin, Parker Baldin, 
Tyler Schwartzentruber, Brandon 
Lamers, Ryan Elvy
JAN. 15
• Woolwich 2 Fergus 5
Goals: Devin Church, Jason 
Young
Assists: Scott Young, Brent Kron, 
Tyler Schwartzentruber
JAN. 19
• Woolwich 1 Caledon 4
Goals: Brent Kron
Assists: Devin Church, Nick 
Timmerman
JAN. 21
• Woolwich 2 Hespeler 3
Goals: Jordan Mills, Ryan Elvy
Assists: Jason Young, Gavin 
White, Adam Chowen, Scott 
Young

MIDGET AE
JAN. 18
• Woolwich 6 Flamborough 0
Goals: Cory Martin (2), Jonathan 
MacIntyre, Jay Asmussen, 
Brendan Cosgrove, Tanner 
Hackbart
Assists: Cory Martin (3), Jay 
Asmussen (2), Steve Bauman 
(2), Tanner Hackbart (2), Mike 
Boucher, John Fackoury
JAN. 21
• Woolwich 3 Orangeville 5
Goals: Corey Martin, Steve 
Bauman, Blaine Cressman
Assists: Blaine Cressman (2), 
Corey Martin, Trevor Thompson

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
JAN. 23
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Carli Jones
Assists: Lauren Brick

ATOM LL
JAN. 21
• Twin Centre 2 Woolwich 0
Goals: Chantal Cook, Ali 
Hergott
Assists: Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn 
(2), Chantal Cook, Rosyln 
Mainland

PEEWEE B
JAN. 18
• Twin Centre 0 Waterloo 1
JAN. 22
• Twin Centre 0 Waterloo 1
JAN. 23
• Twin Centre 3 Cambridge 3
Goals: Megan Bott, Alicia 
Koebel, Stephanie Straus
Assists: Taylor Caldwell (2), 
Stephanie Straus, Carly Labord

BANTAM B
JAN. 14
• Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 2
Goals: Kori-Lee Martin, Arielle 
Boughner

BANTAM LL
JAN. 14
• Twin Centre 1 Forest C 2
Goals: Cassandra Cain
Assists: Laura Schultz
JAN. 15
• Twin Centre 2 Woolwich 3
Goals: Cassandra Cain, Sarah 
Van Allen
Assists: Kaitlyn Jantzi
JAN. 18
• Twin Centre 2 Stratford 1
Goals: Kim Finn, Kaitlyn Jantzi
Assists: Sarah Jantzi, Emily 
Detzler, Sarah Miltenburg
JAN. 21
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Kaitlyn Jantzi
Assists: Sarah Miltenburg

MIDGET C
JAN. 23
• Twin Centre 3 Embro 2
Goals: Emma Greer (2), Holly 
Ogram
Assists: Rachel Van Allen, Rachel 
Ferrede

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
JAN. 20
• Woolwich 9 Guelph 3
Goals: Shelley Shantz (3), 
Michelle Conlon, Andrea Mitchell, 
Kelly Barnes, Meghan O’Hara, 
Amber Bauman, Jasmin Fritz
Assists: Kassi Fritz (2), Nicki 
Brubacher (2), Kelly Barnes, 
Andrea Mitchell, Lea Olsthoorn, 

Michelle Poole, Michelle Conlon, 
Jasmin Fritz

JUNIOR
Waterloo Winterfest 
Tournament - Jan. 20 to 22
JAN. 20
• Woolwich 10 London 5
Goals: Barb Huegle (3), Amber 
Truax (2), Rachelle Ament, Steph 
Thomas, Jenna Petker, Caroline 
Strenzke, Melanie Horst
Assists: Rachelle Ament (4), 
Amber Truax (2), Melanie Horst 
(2), Barb Huegle, Steph Thomas, 
Christina Wilkinson, Caroline 
Strenzke
• Woolwich 8 St. Thomas 6
Goals: Steph Thomas (4), 
Rachelle Ament, Tabatha Horst, 
Barb Huegle, Jenna Petker
Assists: Jenna Petker (4), 
Rachelle Ament (2), Tabatha 
Horst (2), Steph Thomas, Amber 
Truax, Melanie Horst, Caroline 
Strenzke
JAN. 21
• Woolwich 9 Forest 2
Goals: Jenna Petker (2), 
Rachelle Ament (2), Steph 
Thomas (2), Tabatha Horst, Barb 
Huegle, Melanie Horst
Assists: Jenna Petker (3), 
Michelle Lee (2), Steph Thomas 
(2), Tabatha Horst, Melanie 
Horst, Caroline Strenzke
JAN. 22
• Woolwich 9 Forest 2
Goals: Steph Thomas (3), 
Amber Truax (2), Melanie Horst, 
Michelle Lee, Jenna Petker, 
Rachelle Ament
Assists: Steph Thomas (2), 
Amber Truax (2), Barb Huegle 
(2), Michelle Lee, Jenna Petker, 
Rachelle Ament, Amanda Poole

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Undefeated in five 
games, the Wool-
wich Major Atoms 

brought home gold med-
als and a championship 
banner last weekend. 
The Wildcats bested the 

Major Atoms win
international acclaim

A new banner now hangs from the rafters  
of the Elmira Arena as team reaches its goal

competition at an In-
ternational Silver Stick 
tournament in Sarnia; 
they took the title with a 
4-3 overtime decision.

“I’m really happy for 
the players. They’re a 
tight-knit group of kids, 
and that’s what makes 
it really easy to coach. 

They work very hard; 
they know what they 
want and they go out and 
put their hearts to it. … 
They play with big hearts 
and they put it right on 
their sleeves,” coach 
Fred Gregory told the Ob-
server. 

▼ See MAJOR page 13

A BANNER YEAR The Woolwich Major Atoms brought home a new decoration for the Elmira Arena last 
weekend, when they won the International Silver Stick championship. Front row (from left): Garrett Good 
and Travis Bauman. Second row: Evan Buehler, Dalton Wojcik, Mackenzie Martin, Matt Schieck and Matt 
Townsend. Third row: Kyle Bauman, Mitch Kernick, McKinley Ceasar, Adam Brubacher, Chad Bauman and 
Jake Moggy. Back row: Chris Van Gerwen, Chad Grandy and Fred Gregory. John Skanes is absent.

For my last two out-
ings on the ice, I 
have been skunked. 

This is not something par-
ticularly new to me; in fact 
a lot of people believe that 
it’s my cologne. The new 
part is that both times my 
GPS, rather than merely 
my wife, predicted it.

You see, my GPS, like 
many modern units, has 
a feature that forecasts 
the best time to fish as 
well as the type of day it 
will be. For the last two 
days, it has indicated 
“poor.” Lo, and behold, I 
did not get so much as a 
nibble.

You’d think I’d take 
some consolation in this. 
Let’s face it, now I’ve got 
advanced satellite tech-
nology to validate my 
lack of success. The GPS 

is my friend right?
The truth is, I’m not so 

happy about this. If these 
predictions are actually 
accurate, it will cause 
quite a conundrum in 
my sporting life. What 
if I turn on the GPS only 
to find that it has listed 
the upcoming day as 
“hopeless?” How will I 
feel knowing that there 
is no chance to catch a 
fish? Will I still brave a 
blizzard on the ice for a 
full eight hours or will I 
finally see the futility of 
it after seven hours and 
fifty-five minutes?

Worse still, what if the 
technology gets even bet-
ter? What if it adapts to 
my fishing skills?

It’s not so far-fetched. 
The other day there was 
a show that spoke of arti-

ficial intelligence in the 
latest generation of super-
sonic jet fighters. These 
had onboard computers 
that constantly took in 
data and then adapted 
the aircraft’s flight char-
acteristics to make the 
most of the atmospheric 
conditions. The incredi-
ble part was that the com-
puters remembered past 
experiences and added 
more with each and every 
flight. The more flights, 
the smarter the system 
got.

Just what I need, a 
smart-ass GPS.

I can just see it. I’ll be 

fishing, quite contentedly 
when the unit chirps up. 
“Hey dummy, why are 
you fishing here?”

I’ll shrug my shoulders, 
select a new lure and 
it will just laugh con-
descendingly and say, 
“You really think that 
a blue and silver Little 
Cleo is going to work 
on these tough fish, huh 
loser?”

Suddenly, I will turn to-
ward the unit with mal-
ice in my eyes.

It will sense conditions 
from past experience and 
say, “Don’t even think of 
drowning me, I’m com-

pletely waterproof and 
have your wife’s phone 
number. I’ll tell every-
thing.”

From there on in, the 
unit will repeat every-
thing I’ve done wrong, 
and play back conversa-
tions and things I mut-
tered about my wife when 
she made fun of my lucky 
fishing hat. It will end 
with, “I think we under-
stand each other now, 
right Steve?”

Worse still, it will keep 
stats, I imagine, just like 
in baseball, of my fish-
on percentage and then 
probably recommend 
trading me to a minor 
league team.

When I do follow its ad-
vice, it will take credit for 
everything and demand 
to be included in the pho-

to, often at my expense. 
When asked, it will tell 
the real version of the 
story. No good will come 
of this, I tell you.

I see it as being just a 
smaller version of the 
HAL 9000.

Just thinking about this 
caused me to ask my wife 
if she knew anyone who 
might like to buy a used 
GPS for cheap. 

“I thought you loved that 
gizmo,” she said. “Why 
sell it?”

“I don’t want to be bur-
dened with too much in-
telligence,” I muttered.

She just rolled her eyes 
and told me that this was 
never going to be one of 
my problems. Maybe, but 
from now on I’m buying 
cheap batteries, just in 
case.
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Shopping on-line 
has never been so easy!
www.volumesdirect.com

Use this coupon code
and save 

20% off
any toy or game

ordered!
Code OBS20 • Valid until March 31st, 2006  

Not valid with any other offer

Volumes-January 21,2006  1/18/06  1:12 PM  Page 1

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Despite some un-
comfortable si-
lences in the 

locker room, a contin-
gent from the Wellesley 
Applejacks and their 
McConnell conference 
teammates were victo-
rious in last Saturday’s 
Junior Development 
league all-star game. 
They bested their Yeck 

McConnell conference takes Jr. D all-star game
Playing with the competition makes for some awkward moments, says Seiling
conference competitors 
with an 8-4 finish.

“We had a pretty good 
outcome – we won for the 
first time in seven years. 
So we were pretty happy 
with it. The night in gen-
eral was a good time,” 
commented Wellesley 
coach Chip Seiling, who 
headed the McConnell 
conference team. “They 
(Jacks players) said they 
really enjoyed them-
selves. Even though it’s 

kind of an awkward situ-
ation, they had fun.”

Lacing up in Lucan 
that night was Wellesley 
centre Scott Hustwitt, 
defenceman Richard 
Shantz and goaltender 
Andrew Brown. Along-
side them were players 
from each of their regu-
lar season conference 
competitors.

“We had guys from Hag-
ersville and guys from 
Delhi and guys from Ta-

vistock – it was all the 
top four teams. I’ll bet 
you they didn’t say more 
than five words to each 
other. It’s kind of funny 
to see from a coaching 
standpoint,” Seiling 
shared. 

“It’s kind of a drawn-out, 
old tradition,” he added 
of the all-star game. “You 
put a bunch of guys in a 
room that can’t stand 
each other all year long 
and it’s pretty quiet. The 

guys go out and play and 
get the game over with, 
really.”

By the end of the first 
frame, McConnell con-
ference held a command-
ing 5-1 advantage. With a 
solo second period tally 
and two in the third, it 
was more than enough to 
take the game. Contrib-
uting to the win, Hust-
witt assisted on a first-
period goal from Josh 
Renneboog of Delhi. 

And Brown stood be-
tween the pipes in the 
final 20 minutes. He 
successfully fended off 
10 of the 11 shots fired 
at him.

“They played well. 
They went out and 
showed their own tal-
ents. It’s a pretty in-
dividual game,” Seil-
ing said of his players’ 
performance. “There’s 
not much coaching in-
volved.”

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A little performance 
anxiety may have 
been at play last 

week as the first-place 
Wellesley Applejacks 
dropped an overtime de-
cision at home to the Hag-
ersville Hawks.

Bouncing back two 
nights later, however, the 
Jacks handed the Lang-
ton Thunderbirds a 3-2 
loss.

Giving up three goals in 
the opening frame Jan. 
20, the Jacks were unable 
to come back all the way 
and left the ice on the 
wrong end of a 4-3 final.

“We came out in the first 
period and played really 
tentative,” said coach 
Chip Seiling. “We seemed 
too worked up about the 
game, nervous.  Hagers-
ville had their legs, they 
had their speed – they 
were all over us.”

Seiling’s players may 
have been concerned 
about keeping their place 
in the standings this 
close to playoff time. 

“We’re getting ready for 

First-place jitters hit Jacks
Wellesley unable to overcome slow start in loss to Hagersville; squad bounces back against Langton

playoffs. I’ve had some re-
ally good talks with the 
boys – I think they were 
just real keen about doing 
real well tonight, and that 
got the best of them.”

The Hawks ruled the 
first period, with Eric Hill 
and assistant Bob Neil-
son sending the first puck 
past the posts one minute 
into the game. Neilson 
struck again with Andy 
Cain and Hill supporting 
the charge – burying the 
game’s second goal at 9:50 
to put Hagersville up 2-0.

Wellesley’s Blake Mar-
tin clawed one back at 
14:15, making it 2-1 with 
assists from Pat Doyle 
and Tyler McKelvey.

“Pat Doyle played well 
and the Shantz brothers 
had good games, really 
moving their legs,” Seil-
ing noted.

With just 49 seconds left 
in the first, the Hawks 
struck again. Captain 
Dave White capitalized 
on a power-play feed from 
Mike Anderson and Cain 
to make it 3-1. 

“After the first period, 
we buttoned up in our 
own end real tight. It was 

good to see,” said Seiling. 
“Like I said, the first peri-
od was a mess for us. But 
we held them scoreless 

through two and that’s a 
pretty good feat against a 
club like that.”

The break seemed to 

calm the Jacks, who took 
charge of the second 
frame. Out-shooting the 
Hawks 15-10, they scored 
the period’s only goal. 
Short-handed, centre 
Scott Hustwitt buried the 
biscuit at 10:31, putting 
the score at 3-2.

“I thought as the game 
went on they started to 
calm down,” the coach 
said of his charges. 
“Then in the second and 
the third they played 
well, but it wasn’t quite 
enough tonight.”

Round three saw less ac-
tion all around, with the 
home team out shooting 
their guests 7-5. 

With Martin’s aid, Doyle 
set the stage for overtime 
when he scored at 16:21. 
The buzzer would sound 
with board showing it 
was 3-3.

Hagersville appeared 
the hungrier team as the 
clock ticked down for an 
additional five minutes. 
The Hawks had three 
chances to the Jacks’ one 
– the third shot was the 
charm when, with 35 sec-
onds left, the puck found 
the back of the Wellesley 

net.
If Wellesley was nervous 

facing Hagersville, they 
shucked all of that for a 
3-2 win over the Langton 
Thunderbirds Jan. 22. 

The Shantz boys gave 
a repeat performance in 
keeping the game mov-
ing and the pucks flying 
– each notched a goal for 
his efforts.

Although Langton drew 
first blood, burying one 
just 30 seconds in, the 
Jacks kept their wits 
about them.

Wellesley came back 
with two power-play 
markers after the first 
intermission. Richard 
Shantz fired the first at 
18:20 and Martin chucked 
the second at 11.37, lift-
ing the Jacks to a 2-1 lead. 
Patrick Shantz followed 
form at 9:29 to seal the 
deal on a 3-2 final.

After hosting the Bur-
ford Bulldogs Friday 
night, the Jacks travel to 
St. George tonight (Sat-
urday) to face the Dukes. 
Wellesley gets another 
shot at Hagersville on 
home ice Feb. 3. Game 
time is 8:30 p.m.  

DESIREE FINHERT

LEANING IN Jacks’ centre Scott Hustwitt careens around the back of 
the Hagersville net in a 4-3 overtime loss Jan. 21. 
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CONFIDENCE • HAPPINESS
FREEDOM • SELF-ESTEEM

It’s not what you lose, it’s what you gain!

25 Industrial Dr.
Unit 6, ELMIRA

669-9299
Call Today!

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am - 6:00pm; Sat. 9:00am-1:00pm

$20.06 a 
month of 

weight loss!
* Limited time offer, based on full program,

excludes mandatory product and
enrolment • As our clients vary,

so do their results.

Ted lost 54lbs and 48”
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Aesthetic Studio

• NEW TO ELMIRA •

OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
CALL ALTHEA (LISA) MARTIN 669-5469

OFFERING:
FACIALS, MANICURES, PEDICURES, MAKE UP APPLICATION, 

TINTING, WAXING, AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE

VALENTINE’S
DAY SPECIAL!

Basic facial & manicure

$4500
Exp. Feb. 25, 06

“The whole tournament 
the kids played really de-
termined hockey.”

The Wildcats took four 
out of fi ve games on their 
way to the championship, 
which featured regional 
competition winners from 
both sides of the border. 
Woolwich earned its spot 
after bringing home gold 
medals from a Brampton 
tournament last month. 

Kicking off the inter-
national challenge, the 
local Atoms handed the 
Bracebridge Fowlers a 4-
0 loss. They followed that 
up with a 2-2 tie against 
California’s Santa Clara 
Blackhawks, but re-
bounded to trounce the 
Strongville, Ohio Mus-
tangs 3-0 in their last 
round-robin game.

Facing Petrolia, Ont. 
in the semifi nal round, 
Woolwich held a constant 
lead. 

Major Atoms return victorious from tourney
“We were up 2-0. That 

was a game we were pret-
ty much in control of. Our 
defence played very well, 
so we limited their scor-
ing opportunities. They 
got one late in the game 
to make it close,” Gregory 
said, pointing to the 2-1 
fi nish.

That win put the Wild-
cats in the gold-medal 
round, where they came 
up against the Omaha, 
Nebraska Gladiators. As 
with Woolwich, the Gladi-
ators had a 3-0-1 record at 
that point. That the teams 
were evenly matched was 
evident from the get-go.

“It was late in the third 
period and [we] were win-
ning 3-2. The fans and the 
crowd started chanting 
U.S.A. [when Nebraska 
tied it up] and I think that 
really fi red the kids up,” 
Gregory said of his team. 

The three-on-three over-
time frame ended in Wool-

wich’s favour after about 
three minutes of play.

“It came off a two-on-
one. … He faked the goalie 
right out. The goalie went 
sliding basically right out 
of the net … and he put the 
back-hander right into the 
net,” the coach recalled of 
the game-winning goal.

After the tournament, 
two Woolwich player were 
named to the all-star team. 
Goaltender Travis Bau-
man, who recorded both 
of his team’s shutouts, 
and centre Matt Schieck 
were chosen as the top 
performers in their re-
spective positions.

When the squad re-
turned home, they were 

treated to a celebratory 
ride around Elmira on a 
fi re truck and took to the 
Elmira Arena ice before 
the Sugar Kings game to 
share their success with 
the community.

“At the Elmira Arena 
there are three Silver 
Stick banners and they 
(Atoms) wanted to have 
theirs put up. That was 
their goal, to have two on 
each side of the arena,” 
Gregory commented.

Playing in the same Sar-
nia tournament, the Twin 
Centre Midget Stars found 
themselves eliminated af-
ter the round-robin. They 
chalked up two wins and 
a loss, but with no semi-

fi nal round, only the top 
two teams progressed.

Twin Centre was invited 
to the tournament after 
they won a regional com-
petition in Pelham, Ont. 
late last month.

“If we had scored one 
more goal in our last 
game, we would have gone 
to the fi nals. We pulled 
the goalie with 45 seconds 
left, even though we had a 
4-1 lead,” coach Greg Tem-
pleman said, referencing 
their win over Oro, Ont.

The Stars also beat 
Huntsville 6-2 and fell 7-
5 to Campbellford before 
being sent home.

“The boys played hard. 
We scored lots, we just 

gave up too many, I 
guess,” the coach contin-
ued, this time in refer-
ence to the Campbellford 
game, which was played 
at 7 a.m. “I don’t think 
we’ve given up more than 
three or four all year in a 
single game.”

In the end, Listowel took 
the Midget championship 
2-1 over Campbellford.

This weekend, the Wool-
wich Major Bantam Wild-
cats are in Port Huron, 
Michigan for an Interna-
tional Silver Stick compe-
tition. They earned a stop 
in the tournament after 
besting their regional 
counterparts in Midland, 
Ont. Dec. 27-31.

Continued from page 11

ter stats. 
Sunday’s game started 

out slowly, as Kitchener 
managed just eight shots 
in the opening period. One 
squeaked through, but the 
door was shut from that 
point on. The Kings an-
swered with a goal of their 
own as they hit the Dutch-
men net with nine volleys.

Kitchener’s Kyle 
Schwende capitalized on a 
power-play chance, taking 
a feed from Ben Gingerich 
to open the night’s scoring 
at 12:41. 

“I thought overall it was a 
good game,” said East. “We 
got off to a slow start. We 
started to come on there 
toward the end of the fi rst 
period.”

Elmira drew even at 1-1 
when defenceman Adam 
MacDonnell and John 
Lunney passed the rubber 
to Adam Love, who sent it 
home at 4:09.

In the second, while both 

Strong goaltending has Sugar Kings on a roll 
teams would manage 12 
shots on goal, only Elmira 
would connect for a goal.

Defenceman Matt Rennie 
made it 2-1, beating goal-
keeper Keaton Hartigan 
at 3:51. Ed Oliver and Dane 
Dobbie picked up assists 
on the play.

It was shot-for-shot again 
in the third period – this 
time the squads managed 
nine apiece. Again, only 
Elmira would light it up, 
but not for lack of trying 
on the Dutchemen’s part.

“I give Kitchener credit. 
They worked extremely 
hard,” said East. “Geoff 
Haddaway, their coach, 
has got them playing re-
ally good hockey right 
now, and they’ve got one 
of the top goaltenders in 
the league. They look like 
they’re going to be a real 
tough come playoff time.”

Along with Van Wyck’s 
netminding, East praised 
his checking line for keep-
ing Kitchener’s tally at a 

minimum.
“Another hard working 

line – our checking line 
of Ryan Zehr, Zac Bau-
man and Travis Martin 
– I thought did a great job 
against their number-one 
line. That was their as-
signment all night.”

It was Bauman, in fact, 
who would seal the deal, 
making it 3-1 as time 
ticked down. The goal at 
2:01 was assisted by Mar-
tin and Tyler Soehner

“It was a 3-1 game and 
we didn’t score the win-
ner until late – it was a 
good hockey game. Both 
teams played real hard. It 
was kind of a playoff style 
hockey game,” said East.

“If you can get the guys 
working hard and com-
peting hard on any given 
night, then you’re going 
to get results.”

Elmira next takes to the 
ice against the Listowel 
Cyclones tomorrow night 
(Sunday) at 7 p.m.

Continued from page 10

DESIREE FINHERT

PUCK HOGS Sugar Kings right-winger Zac Bauman gets the puck away from Kitchener Dutchmen’s Janse 
Rain as the home team looks on during a 3-1 win Jan. 22.   
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

P A P A S C U P S A R A K S
A T O P H A R L E M A L O H A
L O W P R E S S U R E T A B O R
A N E L E S A G A S I M O O M
C E R E B R A P H E N O L I C
E S P O V E R H A N G D N A

O R E G A N O I T S N
B I O M E D E A F H A N D

C E N S U R E A P L E N T Y
A N T E S E L F E A R T H
R E A T S I G N O R I
A L B B R E A D B I N C A M
B E R I B E R I N I G E L L A
A M E N T S S P A S A R I E S
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HIRING
PART-TIME / FULL-TIME

Due to the overwhelming response 
we need to hire.
Applicant should be positive, ma-
ture, enthusiastic. Retail an asset, 
will train.
Bring resumé to: 

25 Industrial Dr., Unit 6, Elmira
FAX: (519) 669-9290
PHONE: (519) 669-9299

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL/
RETAIL STORE 

FOR RENT

Downtown Elmira

Call Bill or Ruth Norris

669-1348 or
wnorris1636@rogers.com

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

WORKING SITE SUPERVISOR
WE’RE NOT LOOKING FOR JUST ANOTHER CARPENTER!

The individual we seek will be a journeyman carpenter with extensive 
experience in residential construction and remodeling. You may have had 
your own company for a number of years and now wish to relieve yourself of 
administrative functions and focus on the things that you enjoy more and do 
best.  You may be frustrated by lack of respect or opportunity in your present 
position. The person we seek will be able to communicate with our clients, 
sub-trades and motivate all team players to create the artfully designed, 
architecturally significant, detail oriented projects for which we are known 
in Guelph and surrounding area.

If you are the person for this position, fax your resume to 519-763-4672 or 
Email: lloyd@lindsaycorp.ca

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. has an immedi-
ate opening for the following position:

PELLET MILL OPERATOR
Evening Shift (3-11p.m.)

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. offers a competi-
tive wage with full benefits.

Please submit resumé to:
Jeff Van Driel (Manager of Operations).
Fax: (519) 669-3560
Email: jeffvandriel@wfs.ca

PART-TIME
AZ DRIVER

A local feed mill requires an experienced 
AZ truck driver to do local hauling. Regular 
year round work provided. Must be able to 
work flexible hours — both mornings and 
afternoons. Approximately 25-35 hours a 
week. Must have a valid license and clean 
driving record. Applicant must have no con-
tact with live poultry. Must have experience 
in operating a heavy combination unit and be 
conscientious about equipment, customers 
and property. Competitive wage and benefit 
package is provided.

Please forward resumes, and driver abstracts 
by February 3, 2006 to:
 Human Resources
 W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
 1805 Sawmill Rd.
 Conestogo, ON
 N0B 1N0
 Fax: (519) 664-1638

WS W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
1-800-268-4931 & 519-664-2237  Conestogo

Mac’s Convenience Stores Inc., a subsidiary 
of Alimentation Couche-Tard Inc., is the Number 
One Convenience Store Retailer in Canada

and the fourth-largest convenience retailer in 
North America. We are currently recruiting in the 

ELMIRA area for the following position:

SUBWAY STORE
MANAGER

Energized and personable, you enjoy dealing with the public and
you pride yourself on being able to motivate others to higher
levels of performance. As a manager, your primary responsibility
will be to provide all aspects of store management, including
training and supervision of staff, ensuring adherence to company
policies and procedures, and driving performance through
increased sales. Previous experience in a retail or food services
environment would be an asset but we are willing to train those
individuals with a desire to succeed.

To apply for the Store Manager position, please complete our on-
line interview process by visiting: www.macsbrandedhire.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those selected for 
an interview will be contacted. We are an equal opportunity employer.

Winning Team!
Join Our

®

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

A Meaningful Career. Get 
paid for helping families 
solve financial problems. 
High earnings potential. 
Set your own hours. For 
more information call Helen 
Schuck, 748-4402 or 580-
6991 (cell).

Construction Materials 
handler able to do heavy lift-
ing. Construction or farm ex-
perience an asset. $12/hour. 
Waterloo north location. Call 
Frank 884-1170.

Full Time Mechanic want-
ed for lawn & garden and 
small engines. Call E&F 
Sauder Sales and Service, 
(519)669-2192.

Help Wanted - Are you 
retired or semi retired and 
looking for some work? 
Come drive a van for the 
Mennonite community. Van 
supplied and paid daily. Call 
574-1489, after 9:30 p.m.

Homeworkers Needed!! 
To assemble products, stuff-
ing envelopes, mailing/pro-
cessing circulars, PC/Cleri-
cal work available. Up to 
$1,500/week, no experience 
needed! Free information 
at www.CanadianWork-
FromHome.com, reference 
3-124.

HELP WANTED

Full -Time Painter Re-
quired. Looking for an 
experienced painter who 
has worked with base coat/
clear coat automotive fin-
ishes. The successful ap-
plicant must have good 
painting and time manage-
ment skills and must be 
tidy. Responsibilities also 
include inventory control 
and placing supply orders. 
The job involves painting 
appliances and appliance 
components and of fers 
steady hours, good salary 
and benefits. Please fax 
resumes to Brian at Elmira 
Stove Works (519) 669-
1744 or drop one off at 232 
Arthur St. S., Elmira.

Hydraulic Technician re-
quired immediately for our 
service department. Du-
ties include on site ser-
vice and in house repairs. 
Motivated individuals with 
trouble shooting experience 
preferred. Good pay and 
benefits. Send resume to: 
Central Hydraulic Services 
& Supply Ltd., 385 Michener 
Rd., Guelph, On., N1K 1E8. 
Fax (519)763-1604, email 
murraym@centralhydraulic.com A 
division of Canadian Bear-
ings Ltd.

HELP WANTED

Local Greenhouse re-
quires part-time handyman. 
Carpentry and mechanical 
experience necessary. Must 
be able to work with others 
or alone. Great opportunity 
for a retired farmer! Please 
call Brad at 669-2437 or 
leave message.

Part-time and Full-time 
counter service/cashier 
needed. Must be available 
Saturday and one evening 
per week. Experience an 
asset. Apply in person with 
resume to: Terry, Stem-
mler Meats and Cheese, 
3015 Lobsinger Line, Hei-
delberg. 

Start With Primerica, a 
subsidiary of Citigroup, and 
build a new career in Finan-
cial Services. Full or part-
time. Training provided. Call 
496-7200 for an interview.

Wanted - Tandem Bulk 
Truck Driver - Linwood Feed 
Mill. Forty plus hours per 
week - wage to be deter-
mined. AZ license is a ben-
efit but must have a valid 
DZ license and a good driv-
ing record. Applications to 
Jones Feed Mills - 1024 Al-
fred St. Linwood, N0B 2A0, 
Attn: Jeff or Tom, or call 
(519)698-2082.

HELP WANTED

Looking for a babysitter in 
our home for early hours and 
some weekends. Needed 
ASAP. Please contact Mi-
chelle (519) 575-5556.

WORK WANTED

Bookkeeping/Reception. 
15 years of administrative 
experience, seeking part-
time employment from my 
home or your office. Call 
Colleen Martin 669-9167.

Mennonite Cleaning La-
dies available. Elmira, St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements and 
surrounding areas. Refer-
ences available. 669-3231.

WORK WANTED

Tony’s Handyman Ser-
vice. Small home renova-
tions, yard and building 
maintenance. reasonable 
rates. References available. 
Please call 669-8802.

FOR SALE

Potatoes: Red and Yellow. 
$10.00 for 75 lb; $8.00 for 
50lb; $5.00 for 20lb; $3.00 
for 10 lb. 1183 Northfield 
Dr. E, Conestogo. Solomon 
Martin, 664-1471.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Electric Wheelchair. Mens, 
used one year. Excellent con-
dition, only $2,300.00. Phone 
after 6 p.m. 699-4948.

Fridge and Stove. GE, al-
mond, clean, good working 
condition. See in our kitch-
en. $450. Call 669-4356.

Elmira
Community
Church

Starting something new

Come and join us
The Message this 

Sunday is:
“Building Margin 

Into Your Life”

www.elmiracommunity.org

Our service is at 10:30 am 
in the gym at 

John Mahood Public School

If you do not have a church 
home, give us a try!

5 First St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-1459

WORSHIP     
SERVICE
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CRANE RENTALS
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  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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GLASS INSTALLATION

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION
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PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

COMPUTER CONSULTING
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES
▼ See MORE page 17

January 18
7:44 AM Footprints in the snow 

led police to a pair of suspects af-
ter items were stolen from a vehicle 
on Sawmill Road in Conestogo. Two 
youths who live nearby are under 
investigation; charges are pending. 
This wasn’t the first time things 
went missing from the vehicle over-
night, police said.
9:00 AM Police responded to nu-

merous collisions throughout the 
week, most of which were blamed 
on wintry roads. The first took place 
on Arthur Street, north of Regional 
Road 15. An Elmira woman was 
southbound when she lost control 
and struck a sign post. Moderate 
damage resulted; the driver was un-
harmed. No charges were laid.
4:05 PM A vehicle left the road 

and struck a residential fence on 
King Street in St. Jacobs. The driver, 
an Elmira woman, reported she was 
northbound when she came across 
an icy section of road and lost con-
trol. Damage was described as mod-
erate. There were no injuries and no 
charges.
6:00 PM A three-vehicle collision 

attracted police to Arthur Street, just 
north of Sawmill Road. As two vehi-
cles pulled through the intersection, 
the trailing one was struck from 
behind, resulting in a domino-style 
collision with the lead vehicle. Police 
observed icy road conditions at the 
time. All of the vehicles sustained 
minor damage. No injuries were re-
ported. There were no charges.

January 19
2:42 AM Black ice was behind 

a single-vehicle rollover on North-
field Drive, near Scotch Line Road. 
A Winterbourne man lost control of 
his vehicle, skidded into a ditch and 
rolled over. There were no injuries; 
vehicular damage was moderate. 
No charges were laid.

January 20
7:10 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Northfield Drive, 
near Jigs Hollow Road. No charges 
were laid after a Durham man lost 
control of vehicle while negotiat-
ing a curve in the road and slid into 
a ditch. Damage was described 
as moderate. The driver was un-
harmed.

January 21
12:51 AM Police charged a 

Conestogo woman with ‘careless 

UNDER $50 ITEM

Drawers - Slide under 
the bed style - $5 for both. 
669-9167.

Dryer - Kenmore- works 
well. 15 years old. White. 
$30.00. 638-5152. Drayton.

Sell it free in the Observer. 
Under $50 items are free to 
list. Call today, x106.

Fireplace Screen 30”, 
grate and 4 pc. set. Match-
ing black metal. $25. Call 
669-4356.

Floor and Table lamp set, 
1 year new. Ivory and brass. 
$30. 669-0869.

AUTOMOTIVE

‘93 GMC Pickup, diesel, 
4X4, air, trailer hitch. $4500 
o.b.o. Call 664-2479.

1998 Dodge Stratus, only 
131,000 kms, safetied and 
e-tested. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport - 2 w/d, 6 cyl, auto. 
Vo i s i n  Chr ys le r,  6 6 9 -
2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lar-
edo 4X4, very nice, 6 cyl., 
97,600 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Pacifica, 
fully equipped, only 29,300 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2005 Grand Caravan - Sto 
& Go! with rear heat & air, 
only 39,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2005 Sebring Plus. Only 
34,500 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

LOST & FOUND

FOUND - Black female 
cat with flea collar in Bird-
land area, Elmira. Call 669-
4188.

RENTALS

Classy, North Lake two 
bedroom basement condo. 
$725/mth plus. 664-2819.

Elmira - 1 bedroom, Feb. 
1. $460.00 plus. 669-5431, 
evenings 669-8074.

St. Jacobs - One bedroom, 
partly furnished, 1 mature 
non-smoker, parking, private 
entrance, upstairs of home. 
References required, no pets. 
$485/month. 664-2114.

Elmira - Bachelor Apart-
ment avail. Feb. 1. $450/mth 
includes heat, parking, private 
entrance. Call 669-8101.

Two Bedroom apartment 
available Feb. 1. Call 669-
2566 or 504-1764.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Waterloo County Wood 
Finishing. Residential and 
commercial for all your cus-
tom built furniture finishing. 
Call 579-1475.

WANTED TO BUY

REWARD. FOR INFOR-
MATION on a gold/tan co-
loured vehicle involved in a 
hit an run on Jan. 24, 2006 
at 7:45 a.m. on Cedar Wax-
wing Dr., Elmira. Vehicle has 
right fender damage. Call 
669-2200.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Re-
finishing.  Specializing in 
hand stripping,  repairing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Math Tutor. 20+ years exp. 
teacher. Prepare for exams 
or keep up in semester 2. 
Call 669-8832.

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.

LAW&ORDER
 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          Emergency 9-1-1 
 If you see crime happening call your local police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000
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ACROSS 
1. Headdress of  cloth 
worn by medieval wom-
en
7. Provide with an un-
suitable mate
15. After a while
16. Any of  several tall 
South American trees 
with large cones and 
edible seeds
18. North Atlantic is-
land republic
19. 1 Wood, 3 Iron, Put-
ter
20. Spanish operatic 
tenor
21. In lieu of
22. Beautiful looking 
landscape
24. Give help
25. An Irish militant 
group
28. Weaklings
31. Got together (past)
33. Envelop completely
35. A field of  study
36. Happiest
39. Administer
40. A stage of  sleep
41. Basic
44. Postal carrier
46. Stone pillar
50. Greatly exceeding 
bounds of  moderation
54. Flower arrange-
ment in circular band
55. Not hit
58. A person who an-
nounces important 
news
59. The granitelike 
rocks that form the out-

ermost layer of  the 
earth’s crust
60. Lured
62. Address for a mar-
ried woman
63. Take back
65. Black tropical 
American cuckoo
66. Bug that lives in or-
ganized colonies
69. Express discontent
71. Australian rat kan-
garoos
74. Stimulated
78. Lacking wise self-
restraint
80. Provide with nour-
ishment
81. Willingness to re-
spect the beliefs of  oth-
ers
82. Skills
83. Remove salt from
84. Large variety of  
hammer

DOWN 
1. Texas city surround-
ed by controversy
2. Individual unit in a 
collection
3. Gilbert, of  Little 
House On The Prairie
4. A proud, stiff  pomp-
ous gait
5. Long ropes used for 
training horses
6. Terminate with
7. Fad posters with hid-
den pictures in seemin-
ly random patterns
8. A golfclub that has a 
narrow metal head

9. Spicy sauce
10. Muslim legal ex-
pert, advises on the law 
of  the Koran
11. Submit to anoth-
er’s wish
12. Basic unit of  money 
in Western Samoa
13. Having or showing 
profound knowledge
14. Brother or sister
15. The eyelash attach-
es to this part
17. A conjunction word 
can be “because”
23. Islam man who 
leads prayer
26. Getting stuck in...
27. Non-human pri-
mate
28. Raised temperature
29. Used as fertilizer, 
animal feed & plastics
30. One building, two 
homes
32. Comes after nine
34. C19: from Latin: 
Amylum
36. Grouping of  writ-
ten work
37. Hold one’s ground, 
maintain position
38. An inhibition re-
sulting from social cus-
tom
41. Large bird similar 
to ostrich
42. Narrow strip of  
wood used for lattice-
work
43. Ancient Egyptian 
sun God
45. Fail to win

47. Upper and widest 
of  three bones making 
the hipbone (plural)
48. Royal stamp for im-
portant documents
49. Murder
51. A human limb
52. Strangled with an 
iron collar
53. More (adj)
55. Master’s degree in 
Business
56. Gandalf  actor (first 
name)
57. Create visual im-
agery with only small 
dots
59. With a distinct 
smell
61. Thorn apple
63. A customary obser-
vance
64. Make into an island
67. Dealing with the 
connecting point where 
lines come together
68. Northern Italian 
city
70. Histories
72. Metal-bearing min-
erals valuable enough 
to be mined
73. On one occasion
75. An association of  
criminals
76. Having relatively 
few calories
77. Half  the width of  
an em dash
78. The thing named or 
in question
79. Fad of  cloths & mu-
sic opposing ‘rockers’

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED
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CARPET CARE
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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ELECTRICIAN



JANUARY 28, 2006 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 17    

������������������������ ��������������
����������������
������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������
�������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������
����������������������������������

��������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������
����������������������������������
��������������������������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As with the offi-
cial ballot results, 
students across 

Kitchener-Conesto g a 
threw their support 
behind Conservative can-
didate Harold Albrecht in 
Monday’s federal election. 
The Student Vote 2006 ini-
tiative, a mock election 
run in parallel with the 
real thing, also gave the 
Tories a minority govern-
ment in Ottawa. 

“Obviously the Conser-
vatives said something to 
young people,” comment-
ed Peter Woolstencroft, 
political science profes-
sor at the University of  
Waterloo. However, he’s 
unsure what it is about 
the party’s platform that 
attracted students.

“There wasn’t anything 
in their message that was 
identifiably young people. 
Stephen Harper is young-
er than Jack Layton or 
Paul Martin, but I don’t 
know if  to young voters 
that would mean a lot.”

The Student Vote pro-
gram aims to familiarize 

Student vote mirrors official result
EDSS participants show strong support for Conservative’s Harold Albrecht

young people with the 
electoral process. Had 
their votes been the of-
ficial ones, the youths 
would have chosen the 
Conservatives in 128 
ridings, with the NDP 
gaining 64 seats and offi-
cial opposition status. 

Coming in third were 
the Liberals, with 52 rep-
resentatives in Ottawa. 
Rounding out Parliament, 
there would be 34 Bloc 
Quebecois party mem-
bers, six from the Green 
Party and one indepen-
dent.

Ten schools took part in 
the Kitchener-Conestoga 
riding; a total of  1,284 
ballots were cast. Of  
those, 517 favoured Al-
brecht, while the NDP’s 
Len Carter received 290. 
With 258 votes, incum-
bent Liberal candidate 
Lynn Myers came in 
third, followed by Green 
Party representative 
Kris Stapleton (201).

The majority of  stu-
dent voters put an ‘X’ 
beside Albrecht in seven 
of  the 10 participating 
schools (including one 
tie). Among them were 

Floradale Public School 
and Elmira District Sec-
ondary School.

For high school students, 
the Conservative support 
stems largely from Albre-
cht’s performance at an 
all-candidates meeting a 
week before the election, 
suggested social sciences 

teacher Ian Cotter.
“I think that swayed 

a lot of  the kids. When 
they asked questions, I 
think they got answers 
that were much clearer, 
much more succinct and 
pitched at their level. … 
He was more down to 
earth, I think is what the 

kids would say,” he told 
the Observer.

“The main thing for 
me in this election was 
the policies,” 18-year-old 
EDSS student Jordan 
Schmidt said Monday 
night at the Albrecht 
victory celebration in 
Kitchener. 

MORELAW
Continued from page 15

driving’ following a single-vehicle 
collision on Arthur Street, north 
of Sawmill Road. The woman was 
northbound when she lost control 
of her vehicle and entered a ditch. 

There were no injuries. The vehicle 
suffered moderate damage.

January 23
3:50 PM Two turning vehicles 

collided in the heart of Linwood, 
at the intersection of Ament Line 

and Manser Road. According to 
police, one of the vehicles turned 
too wide and the two struck. The 
vehicles sustained minor damage; 
there were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.

January 24
7:55 AM A hit-and-run colli-

sion took police to Elmira’s Cedar 
Waxwing Drive, where a vehicle 

parked on the street was struck. 
The suspect vehicle is described 
as similar to a Chrysler Intrepid, 
gold or beige in colour. The parked 
vehicle sustained damage to the 
right front end and passenger 
side.
9:20 PM Officers closed off a 

section of Floradale Road so a 
heavy vehicle could be pulled 

from a ditch. The road was re-
opened less than an hour later.
10:51 PM Guardrail damage 

attracted police to Boomer Line, 
near Kressler Road. Regional em-
ployees reported a white pickup 
truck struck the guardrail and fled 
the scene. Traces of paint were 
collected at the scene. There are 
no suspects.

11:02 PM Running loose, a 
horse was struck and killed by a 
vehicle on Floradale Road, near 
Sideroad 18, at the township’s 
most northern tip. The animal’s 
owner subsequently attended the 
scene and removed the carcass. 
No injuries were reported to the 
driver, an area man. Damage to 
the vehicle was moderate.

“I think it’s just great. 
I know a lot of  people 
who worked very hard 
campaigning for him. 
He definitely deserved 
to win because of  all the 
hard work that everyone 
put into it,” added fellow 
EDSS student Stephanie 
Shuh, who also attended 
the celebration.

About 25 per cent of  
the EDSS student body 
took part in the mock 
election, held during the 
lunch break last Friday 
(Jan. 20). Polling stations 
set up in the foyer saw 
304 ballots cast, up from 
137 in the 2004 federal 
election.

“I think there was much 
more enthusiasm this 
time around – they were 
talking about it much 
more. I walked down to 
the polling area at the 
start of  lunch and they 
were actually lined up,” 
Cotter said. “We were 
quite impressed. … It 
was pretty busy.”

Student Vote 2006 re-
sults were released 
nationally when the Elec-
tions Canada polls closed 
Monday night.

DESIREE FINHERT

UNDEFEATED THROUGHOUT  
Woolwich’s Junior ringette players 
came home with gold medals last 
weekend, after soundly trouncing 
the competition at the Winterfest 
Ringette Tournament in Waterloo. 
The squad took four straight 
games, including a 9-2 win over 
Forest in the championship finals. 
Back row (from left): Randy Ament, 
Scott Thomas, Steph Thomas, Jenna 
Petker, Michelle Lee, Rachelle 
Ament, Barb Huegle, Angela Martin 
and Alex Lee. Middle row: Amanda 
Poole, Christina Wilkinson, Caroline 
Strenzke, Melanie Horst and Amber 
Truax. In front is Tabatha Horst. 
Emily Schieck and Deb Thomas are 
absent.

WOOLWICH WINS AT WINTERFEST

DESIREE FINHERT

RED LIGHT
RUNNER
CHARGE LAID Police and 
Elmira firefighters responded to 
this two-vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Arthur and First 
streets last Friday afternoon 
(Jan. 20). At 2:52 p.m., an Alma 
woman was northbound when, 
according to police, she failed 
to stop at a red light and struck 
an eastbound vehicle. Both 
vehicles sustained considerable 
damage. No injuries were 
reported. The Alma woman was 
charged with ‘disobey red light, 
fail to stop.’

A FAN OF THE ELECTION EDSS student Kurtis Tithecott holds ballots during the student vote run by at 
the high school Jan. 20.
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Woolwich approves interim tax levy Watch for weekend war training in Wellesley Region’s rain barrel program remains

THANK YOU
for Standing Up for Canada

I am honoured and humbled to be elected as the Member of Parliament for 
Kitchener-Conestoga.  

On January 23rd, Canadians chose change.  The new Conservative 
government will deliver on that promise with a Federal Accountability Act, 
a cut in the GST, Family Tax Fairness, Choice in Child Care and a Patient 
Wait Times Guarantee.

I’d like to thank all the people who contributed to my campaign; whether 
knocking on doors, making phone calls, or talking with their friends and 
neighbours.  Without you we could not have presented our positive plans 
for change to the voters.

I believe the best days for Canada are just ahead and I look forward to 
diligently serving the residents of Kitchener-Conestoga as your Member 
of Parliament.

     Sincerely,

HAROLD ALBRECHT
Kitchener-Conestoga
www.haroldalbrecht.ca

Wednesday February 1st, 2006
at ELMIRA LIONS HALL

from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

OUR GUEST SPEAKERS WILL BE:

JOHN CORE
Chairman of Canadian Dairy Commission

DR. MARTIN LEONARD
National Ruminant Manager Agribrands Purina

Please RSVP by January 30, 2006
to Elmira Feed & Supply at 
(519) 669-5502

to reserve a seat

Lunch will be provided.

We will leave at 2:00 PM to tour 
Clifford Metzger's new dairy barn.

Elmira Feed & Supply

DAIRY 
MEETING

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A high school project has revived 
the lost tradition of garage 
bands at the Elmira Youth 
Drop-In Centre.

A night of wailing guitar solos, heavy 
metal drumming and singing enter-
tained some 120 audience members at 
the Snyder Avenue center Jan. 19. The 
initiative started out as a year-end as-
signment.

Grade 11 student Jenna Calibaba and 
fifth-year student Chris Martin took 
on the mighty task of running an open 
music night in order to raise money for 
their recreation and leisure class.  

“Both of us are really interested in mu-
sic and have a band. So we both kind of 
thought it would be good to have a cof-
feehouse ‘cause there wasn’t going to be 
one at the school for a while,” Calibaba 
told the Observer.

EDSS has only hosted one garage band 
concert or coffeehouse night since Sep-
tember; exams and equipment avail-
ability has put casual occurrences on 
hold.

Band nights at the youth centre have 
also been on hiatus for the last year.

This lull in the scheduling was an op-
portunity for Calibaba and Martin, who 
found out once they had started what a 
challenge it can be. 

“It was a bit brutal because at first we 
thought that we would be able to have it 
at the school and then we weren’t able 
to,” Calibaba explained. The school was 
unavailable and they soon found out 
that the youth centre was also booked 
on their chosen night. 

School of Rock
EDSS musicians come together for fundraiser at Elmira Youth Drop-In Centre

Along with venue problems, the duo 
was having talent issues. Band mem-
bers couldn’t always make it to meet-
ings. Some dropped out of the show al-
together and others joined up without 
warning. 

Many students have jobs and therefore 
cannot commit to a band night or even 
rehearsals, youth coordinator Larissa 
Karimwabo said of the difficulties of 
organizing such events. Operating af-
ter-school programs, the centre has a 
schedule that sometimes runs opposite 
of the high school’s, making communi-
cation a bit more challenging.

“We have to constantly be at the school 
to have someone in contact with the 

kids, and these kids have their own 
things to do,” said Karimwabo. “We 
have to make sure that we’re not doing 
something the same night as the school 
is doing a coffeehouse, for example.” 

When the youth centre was finally  
booked for Jan. 19 and the night’s lineup 
had been written, some bands were still 
throwing wrenches into the gears by 
asking to be squeezed into their plans. 

“It’s been a sloppy situation,” described 
Martin.

But the night of the performance hard 
work and dedication paid off. The centre 
packed in some 120 people to watch 11 
acts play for three hours that evening.

The pair raised $344 from the entry 

fees; the money is to be shared equally 
between the youth centre and a drive 
for new equipment in EDSS’ weight 
room.  

“There weren’t any complications, 
which was really nice,” said Martin. 
“Everything ran smoothly and we 
were actually ahead of time, so Jenna 
and I and a few other people ended up 
doing a set at the end.”

Martin’s first set included a White 
Stripes cover and a tune of his own. 
Calibaba, meanwhile, did vocals for a 
band with no name.

“We have a crazy amount of talent at 
our school and so many different styles. 
There’s a ridiculous amount of talent. 
I mean, if everyone came out who has 
musically talented from our school …” 
Calibaba began.

“We could run shows for a week,” fin-
ished Martin. 

“There hasn’t really been a lot of op-
portunity to show off much of Elmira’s 
talent. It’s really been a shame that 
there hasn’t been a place where we can 
showcase them,” she said.

Now that the pair has brought the 
tradition of garage bands back to the 
youth centre, plans are in the works 
for future events.

Band nights will continue at the high 
school once exams are over, and the 
youth centre is hoping to have one 
about every six months. 

“I think it’s good to have it at the 
school, but the thing I like about hav-
ing it [at the youth centre] is I think it 
is more laid back,” said Calibaba. “You 
feel like all your friends are just com-
ing together, whereas at the school it 
does feel like a school function.”

DESIREE FINHERT

Edging closer to passing its 2006 budget, complete with a 2.5-per-cent tax 
hike, Woolwich council this week approved an interim tax levy: 50 per cent 
of last year’s total taxes will be billed in two equal instalments. Due dates are 
Mar. 10 and May 12, 2006.

Vehicle checkpoints and armed foot patrols will be making their way 
through Wellesley Township this weekend, as the Royal Highland Fusiliers 
hold a training exercise. Local reservists will take part in the three-day exer-
cise – with volunteer “players” – wrapping up tomorrow (Jan. 29).

ALL STRUNG OUT Coordinators Chris Martin and Jenna Calibaba (photo at left) raised $344 for EDSS and 
the Elmira Youth Drop-In Centre from the garage band night Jan. 19. At right, Christian Anderson practices 
for his set with Trigger.

In an effort to continue water conservation, this week regional council de-
cided to renew its rain barrel program. In its first six years of operation, the 
program saw residents purchase about 25,000 rain barrels at a subsidized 
price, resulting in water savings of about 89 cubic metres per day.
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World’s top farm journalists heading our way
But will agriculture have the same allure when they finally arrive?
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Moose, beaver and 
an Argonaut are 
on the menu this 

weekend as the Elmira 
Pentecostal Assembly 
hosts its popular Sports-
men Dinner.

Jude St. John, an offen-
sive guard with the CFL’s 
Toronto Argonauts, is the 
keynote speaker at this 
year’s sold-out event. An 
avid hunter, his stories 
and goose-calling prow-
ess will augment a verita-
ble smorgasbord of wild 
game dishes – moose, elk, 
deer, fish and the latest 
addition, beaver.

“He’s quite the outdoor-
sman,” Rev. Hansley Ar-
moogan said of the guest 
speaker.

St. John was recruited 
this year to help the 
church celebrate the 
tenth annual dinner, 
where he’ll serve as a 
judge in a goose-calling 
contest. 

“I’ve got an old trapper 
coming in to cook up the 
beaver. He even found a 
recipe for an appetizer 
for beaver tail,” said Ar-
moogan, noting these 
aren’t the doughnut-type 
sweets found at the Elmi-

Thanks to an enthu-
siastic pitch by a 
group of Canadian 

agricultural journalists, 
up to 250 of the world’s 
top farm writers will visit 
Canada in 2011. It’s the 
first time in more than 40 
years there’s been a world 
conference here dedicated 
to agricultural journal-
ism and communications.

And that’s great news 
for our area, because the 
home base for their con-
gress will be Guelph.

The farm writers are 
members of the Interna-
tional Federation of Ag-
ricultural Journalists 
(IFAJ), some 5,000 strong 
in 30 member coun-
tries. The IFAJ holds its 
conference (it calls it a 
“congress”) in a differ-
ent member country ev-
ery year. This year the 
congress is being held 
in Norway. That will be 
followed by Japan (2007), 
Austria and Slovenia 
(2008), USA (2009), Bel-
gium (2010), and finally, 
Canada.

The IFAJ congress 
hasn’t been in Canada 
since 1967, coinciding 
with Expo 67. It’s normal 
for a member country to 

take a few years off after 
hosting one of these, but 
40-plus years is out of 
sight. 

The reality is the Cana-
dian group, the 280-mem-
ber Canadian Farm Writ-
ers Federation (CFWF), 
wasn’t organized enough 
for many of those interced-
ing years to make a pitch.

However, new leader-
ship – and the realization 
that a sound global under-
standing of agriculture 
is required to succeed in 
farm writing these days 
– brought the Canadians 
back to the table. That’s 
where they are now, with 
a big task ahead.

To kick things off, an 
ad hoc congress commit-
tee selected last year by 
the Canadian executive 
– which includes mem-
bers from both eastern 
and western Canada 
– chose Guelph as the pro-
spective host site, should 
IFAJ give Canda the nod 
(which it did).

Guelph is centrally lo-
cated to all kinds of ag-
riculture and agri-busi-
ness in Ontario. The 
famous Niagara region 
lies to the south; north 
takes you through Men-

nonite country en route 
to the vastness of Bruce 
and Huron counties; 
east, you’re in Toronto in 
an hour; and west, you’ll 
find some of the most fer-
tile and productive land 
anywhere. Guelph’s long 
been an internationally 
renowned, vital hub for 
Canadian agricultural 
research and policy de-
velopment and analysis. 
It’s soon to be home to a 
spacious new conference 
centre, where the con-
gress will be based. Pre- 
or post-congress tours to 
other parts of Canada are 
likely to be arranged.

The ad hoc congress 
committee’s decision to 
propose Guelph as the 
preferred location gave 
the IFAJ a lot of com-
fort, when it considered 
Canada’s bid earlier this 
month at its semi-annual 
executive meeting in Ber-
lin, Germany.

Part of that comfort 
came from liaisons nur-
tured with colleagues in 

the U.S. As much as Amer-
ican farm policy deserves 
criticism, particularly as 
it relates to the way the 
country treats one of its 
main trading partners 
(us), there’s nothing but 
respect and admiration 
between farm writers in 
the two countries.  

Canada has been for-
tunate to have U.S. col-
leagues attend annual 
conferences here; two of 
those colleagues, Mike 
Wilson and Paul Queck, 
were either already in, 
or went onto, executive 
positions in IFAJ. Says 
Wilson, now IFAJ’s se-
nior vice-president: “At 

the conference I attended 
in Kelowna, I learned a lot 
about Canadian agricul-
ture, as well as some of the 
important issues facing 
journalists. Canadians 
really know how to put on 
a conference, and roll out 
the welcome mat.”

Wilson urges the Cana-
dian agricultural indus-
try to view an IFAJ con-
gress as a business op-
portunity. Sponsorship 
opportunities abound at 
an IFAJ congress, as do 
venues for leaders to rub 
shoulders with partici-
pants. Congresses typi-
cally are a combination 
of professional develop-
ment sessions and agri-
tours, where journalists 
get a bird’s-eye view of 
the host country’s agri-
culture, and first-hand 
accounts of its politics, 

industry, marketing and 
communications.

Farming will go through 
massive changes between 
now and 2011, which is 
a breath away from the 
year nations everywhere 
are supposed to abandon 
their export subsidies. 
What will local agricul-
ture look like then? Will 
the new federal Tories 
implement programs 
that help Canadian farm-
ers prosper?

The congress organiz-
ing committee can count 
on agriculture still being 
an important part of the 
Wellington, Waterloo and 
Woolwich regions in 2011, 
but as for specifics, buck-
le up, stay tuned and stay 
flexible. In agriculture 
over the next five years, 
change is more than like-
ly – it’s inevitable.

Big fish for big 
game dinner

Toronto Argo’s Jude St. John to answer the goose call

ra Maple Syrup Festival. 
“These are authentic bea-
ver tails.” 

Other events will in-
clude a turkey shoot in 
the basement’s mocked-
up shooting range.  Con-
test winners will walk 
away with prizes.

“I remember the first 
year they brought in this 
live turkey as if to say 
‘this is your prize,’” re-
called Greg Seiling. “But 
it was just a joke.”

A longtime attendee 
and helper at the event, 
he’ll be taking care of 
displays. 

“This year we have over 
200 guys coming, and it’s 
a lot of fun setting up the 
displays,” he said. “We 

usually have a big snow 
pile with some snowmo-
biles on it, but I don’t know 
about the snow this year 
since there isn’t any.” 

Along with the turkey 
shoot there will be four-
wheeler, snowmobile, fish-
ing and archery displays.

Tickets for the men-only 
event sold out about a 
month after they went on 
sale in December.

“We put it on now partly 
as a men’s event for our 
church just, I guess, in 
part to show that we’re 
just real guys like every-
body else,” said Armoo-
gan. “We like to have fun 
and I think that’s a big 
part of what we do. We 
build community.”

DESIREE FINHERT

BEAVER FEVER Rev. Hansley Armoogan, his son Nathan, and Greg 
Seiling prepare for the Sportsmen Dinner at the Elmira Pentecostal 
Assembly, where beaver will be a new addition to the menu.  
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FAMILYALBUM
ANNIVERSARY GRADUATION

OBITUARY

HAPPY 10TH  
WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY

Love From Your Family

Sharon and Peter Both are proud 
to announce the graduation of 
their daughter Angie from Medex 
School in Oral Dental Assisting and 
writing her National Dental Assist-
ing exam with 85 average.
Your hard work payed off. Also 
congratulations on your recent 
engagement.

Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board

JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN AND
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

For September, 2006
• Children born in 2002 are eligible for Junior Kindergarten.
• Children born in 2001 are eligible for Kindergarten.
• Children who presently attend Junior Kindergarten do not need to register for

Kindergarten.

Registration Dates:
February 1 - February 28, 2006

Please contact your local elementary school for its specific dates and times of registration.
Arrange a time to visit the school to complete the necessary registration forms for Junior
Kindergarten and Kindergarten. School boundary, transportation and contact information
is on our web site at: www.wcdsb.edu.on.ca or is available by calling 570-0915 
ext. 4349.

Please bring proof of your child’s BIRTH DATE and your child’s
CATHOLIC BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE

(or your certificate if your child does not have one).

If the student’s baptismal certificate cannot be provided, then the parent or guardian’s
baptismal certificate must be provided. At registration, parents will receive a School
Entry Immunization Form to complete.

Dianne Moser Roger Lawler
Chair of the Board Director of Education
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Despite poor weath-
er, the show went 
on as planned last 

week at the First-Ever 
One-Act Play Festival at 
EDSS.

Bad weather during the 
two-night festival denied 
some actors and audience 
members access to the 
school, which caused one 
show to be held back a 
night. By the second eve-
ning everything was run-
ning up to speed and those 
involved were honoured 
with awards by adjudica-
tor Shayne Wyler. 

The top prize of the eve-
ning went to Phillip Psut-
ka for writing and direct-
ing Killing Time. Psutka’s 
Outstanding Production 
Award wins his play a 
spot at the Sears Drama 
Festival in March. He also 
received two Awards of Ex-
cellence for directing and 
scriptwriting and Awards 
of Merit for original music 
composition and perfor-

Jean Isobel Bechard 
(nee Klinck) passed 
away peacefully January 
21st, 2006, in Kelowna, 
B.C. 
Born September 2nd, 

1924, the daughter of John 
and Anna Klinck of Elmira, 
Ontario. Beloved wife of 
Victor Joseph Bechard 
(1922-1999). Loving moth-
er of Carole, Nancy, Rob-
ert, Jeffrey, Mary, Judith, 
James and Elizabeth. Her 

memory will be cherished 
by 19 grandchildren and 
13 great grandchildren.
Donations in her memory 

requested to the kidney 
foundation.

PETTIE, Wayne B. — It has 
pleased the Lord to take to Himself, 
the soul of Wayne Burdell Pettie, 
on Friday, January 20, 2006, at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener.

A lifelong resident of Elmira, he 
married his high-school sweetheart, 
June Weichel, on June 24, 1945. The 
entire family joined with friends to 
celebrate sixty years of married love 
just this past year. He was blessed 
with two children, John and Linda, 
and his two children through mar-
riage, Margaret Pettie and Steven 
Weber. He was also blessed with two 
cherished grand-children, Chantelle 
and Matthew Love. Another blessing 
was his three special grandchildren, 
Nathanael, Alayna and Victoria Frey.

He is survived by one niece, Char-
lene Pettie Kuepfer, and also many 
nieces and nephews through mar-
riage. He was godfather to Colleen 
Hahn Blain and Ryan Weichel and 
Richard Wegener.

He was predeceased by his parents 
Arthur and Hazel (Honsinger) Pettie 
and one brother, Arthur in 1960.

He owned and operated M. 
Weichel and Son Hardware for many 
years and always took a keen inter-
est in the town. 

Along with his wife, he was co-
president of the Elmira Horticultural 
Society and was on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Waterloo County Hall 
of Fame. He did volunteer work for 
Chateau Gardens in many ways.

He served in the Royal Canadian 
Air Force during the Second World 
War and was an Amateur Radio Op-
erator, VE3 CWV, since 1960.

He was an active member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church and served 
his Lord in many capacities.

Funeral services were held Mon-
day January 23 at 11 a.m. with Rev. 
Richard Frey officiating followed by 
interment in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In his memory, donations to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church Accessibility Fund 
would be appreciated by the family 
as expressions of sympathy.

OBITUARY

BIRTH NOTICE

CLEMMER, Isabella Syana
Big brothers Troy and Scott Clem-
mer along with their parents Dean 
and Heather Clemmer were very 
excited to hug and kiss their new 
sister Isabella Syana Clemmer on 
December 4, 2005 at 2:18 a.m. She 
weighed 8lbs, 5oz. We would like 
to thank Nana Froebe, our friend 
Steve Letson and the staff at Grand 
River Hopstal for being a part of 
the birth of our new baby girl.

DEATH NOTICES

Mike & Ofelia Nicholson

One act, many awards as EDSS stages event
Weather or not, the First-Ever One-Act Play Festival must go on

mance.
Staff coordinator Linda 

Ruby said the fifth-year 
student’s success was not 
surprising.

“This play is so beauti-
fully crafted,” said Ruby. 
“I mean all the English 
teachers there said, ‘what 
an amazingly scripted, 
well-written play.’”

An Award of Excellence 
also went to Killing Time 
actor Anthony Damio for 
unprecedented acting per-
formance in three shows 
in one night.

“It was just for being un-
believably amazing in so 
many ways,” said Ruby. 

Damio was faced with 
the challenge of replacing 
one of his actors with only 
a day-and-a-half’s notice 
to learn the lines. This 
feat was on top of prepar-
ing for two acting rolls in 
other plays and directing 
his own. 

“He raised the bar on 
that, too,” she said. “He 
came in with so much 
energy. He went from the 
psychiatrist (Beyond the 

Breaking Point) to now 
this crazy comic-book 
character (Raising Eye-
brows) to playing Doubt in 
Phil’s Killing Time.”

Other Awards of Ex-
cellence went to Nicole 
Trautrim for her work as 
festival stage manager 
and managing three out of 
four shows; Cohen Langer-
ak for acting excellence in 
Killing Time; actresses 
Jamie Lee Hinsperger 
and Christina Hanes in 
Women of Troy; and ac-
tress Erynn McLaughlin 
in Raising Eyebrow.

“There was hardware 
for all four shows,” said 
Ruby. “They all did phe-
nomenally well. From 
where they were a week 
before to where they were 
at performance – the bar 
was raised so high and the 
energy was there.” 

Other Awards of Merit 
went to director Drew 
Beresford and actresses 
McKinley and Vanessa 
Aberle for Beyond the 
Breaking Point; direc-
tor Alisha Abdulla, cos-

ALBRECHT, Erven
Peacefully to his eternal home, on Friday, 
January 20, 2006 at the Freeport Health 
Centre, Kitchener in his 85th year of RR2, 
Wellesley.

FUHRMAN, Gail
With her family by her side, passed away 
on January 18, 2006, at KW Helath Cen-
ter, Kitchener. Gail Marguerite (Smith) 
Fuhrman, of Breslau, in her 66th year.

GESINGHAUS, Mary
Finally at peace, on Wednesday, January 
18, 2006 at Forest Heights Long Term 
Care, Kitchener.

Local relatives are daughter Carol Ann 
Wismer and her husband Melvin of 
Elmira.

GINGRICH, Perceda (Mrs. Jesse)
Peacefully went home to be with the 
Lord on Sunday, January 22, 2006 at 
Cambridge Memorial Hospital. Perceda 
(Reist) Gingrich in her 88th year of Cam-
bridge, formerly of Conestogo.

KURTZ, Alfred
Of Drayton, suddenly at London Health 
Science Centre, on Sunday, January 22, 
2006. Alfred Kurtz, in his 76th year.

RICHBER, June
Surrounded by the love of her family, 
June went to be with her Lord, at Heri-
tage House in St. Jacobs, on Wednesday, 
January 18, 2006. She was 89 years old.

SAUDER, Malinda
On Saturday, January 21, 2006 at Listow-
el Memorial Hospital on her 87th birthday. 
Malinda Sauder formerly of Elmira and 
Fairview Apartments Cambridge.

STADELBAUER, Mary E.
Peacefully at home, Mary passed away 
suddenly, as a result of a heart attack, on 
Monday, January 23, 2006 in her 82nd year.

tume designers Miranda 
McKinley and Julia Rud-
derham and the chorus 
group in Women of Troy 
(Aberle, Lindsay Palma-

teer, Renata Sauder, Jes-
sica Straus); script writ-
ers Damiao and John Wil-
son and costume designer 
Jacqueline Garneau for 

Raising Eyebrows; Joseph 
Metzger for lighting, Josh 
Jagger for sound and the 
entire Festival Committee 
for production.
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When you work 
with children, 
growth just 

comes with the territo-
ry. This week, however, 
the Kids and I, Child 
Resource Centre had a 
spurt of its own, gaining 
an extra 600 square feet. 

The centre opened its 
new sidewalk entrance 
doors after a month-long 
renovation project Tues-
day (Jan. 24) and wel-
comed back armloads 
of babies, toddlers and 
their parents to the refur-
bished facility.

“I like to think that the 
atmosphere was always 
friendly and welcoming 
before,” said Elizabeth de 
Boer, program coordina-
tor. “I don’t think that’s 
changed. I think what 
has changed is we’ve giv-
en them a bigger brighter 
centre to come to. It’s nice 
to have the daylight, and 
it’s not as cramped.”

Patrons used to enter 
the centre through a side 
hallway squashed be-
tween the centre and the 
Woolwich Community 
Services Thrift Store, 
which moved to down-
town Elmira.

In front of the centre 
was Guys and Dolls Spa, 
which took over the next-
door unit when the thrift 
store moved.

With the businesses 
around them shifting, the 
centre found themselves 
in a position to take over 
the former spa space and 
expand to the front of 
the Birdland Plaza strip 
mall.  

“It was because of all the 

Room to grow
Kids and I, Child Resource Centre bigger and brighter

other moves that were 
occurring that brought 
about the move,” said de 
Boer. “Everything had to 
coordinate with the thrift 
store leaving. As soon as 
they left, then Guys and 
Dolls could take their 
stuff out and start their 
demolition.” 

Habitat for Humanity 
came in to knock down 
the separating wall, 
which let the sunshine in 
through the picturesque 
front windows. At the 
same time the windows 
along the shared corridor 
were being walled off cre-
ating a private yet open 
feeling to the facility. 

Plumbers and electri-
cians tackled the hard-
ware in the unit before 
it was licked with fresh 
robin’s egg blue and but-
ter yellow paint.

The toy library now has 
more space for bigger 
toys which kids can rent 
for two weeks. There are 
waist-high walls dividing 
out individual play areas, 
new counters and a read-
ing area for adults. 

The increased space not 
only lets in more light, 
but there is more room 
to hang coats and park 
strollers in the foyer and 
ample space for the chil-
dren to play.

Elmira resident Jo 
Anne Smyth has been 
coming to the centre for 
15 years, first with her 
own children and now as 
a caregiver.

She said it has always 
been a great place for 
children to play together 
and now there’s more 
room for parents to play 

See PLACE page 23

DESIREE FINHERT

PLAY TIME Crawling toward a toy, 15-month-old Aidan Cheesmond 
takes part in opening day at the newly refurbished Kids and I, Child 
Resource Centre Jan. 24. 
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Checking the pre-draw value of a lottery ticket
Q.  What’s that $1 lottery tick-
et you just purchased really 
worth to you — its “expected 
value” — BEFORE the draw-
ing, of course, when you still 
might win?

A.  You can figure this 
and insodoing gain a way 
of comparing one lottery 
against another.  Imag-
ine a lottery where your 
$1 ticket buys you a 1-in-5 
chance of getting another 
free ticket (worth $1), plus 
1 in 100 to win $5, 1 in 
100,000 to win $1,000, and 1 
in 10 million to win $1 mil-
lion, say Jeffrey Bennett 
and William Briggs in 
Using and Understanding 
Mathematics:  A Quantita-
tive Reasoning Approach. 
The expected value of any 
gamble equals the size of 
the prize times your prob-
ability of winning it.  So 
what is the total expected 
value of your lottery tick-

et?  Figure it this way:  The 
free ticket has an expected 
value of $.20, because $1 
x 1/5 = $.20; next, $5 x 
1/100 = $.05; then $1000 x 
1/100,000 = $.01; and final-
ly $1,000,000 x 1/10,000,000 
= $.10.  Adding all four of 
these together yields $.36, 
your ticket’s total expect-
ed value.  But since you 
paid $1, on average you 
can expect to lose $.64 for 
each ticket you buy.

Of course you knew it 
would be a losing proposi-
tion.  Expectation shopping 
from lottery to lottery can 
at least help you find the 
“best” buy, such as when 
a multi-state lottery rolls 
over again and again, with 
no big winners, until final-
ly you may be shooting at a 
$500 million jackpot with 
a 1-in-250-million chance 
of winning, say Bennett 
and Briggs.  Here your ex-

pectation ($2) exceeds the 
ticket cost, provided you 
can pick an odd enough set 
of numbers (dodging ever-
popular birthdays, lucky 
numbers, etc) to minimize 
your chances of having 
to share the prize if you 
should win.
Q.  Along with humans, which 
other species appear to “re-
spect” their dead with special 
observances?

A.  Few pay any interest, 
but chimpanzees show 
prolonged and complex be-
haviour toward a dead so-
cial partner until the car-
cass starts to decompose, 
says New Scientist maga-
zine, reporting on the 
work of Karen McComb.  

Elephants it seems never 
forget and may even pay 
“homage” to the bones of 
dead relatives.  When Mc-
Comb presented African 
elephants in Kenya with 
skulls from another el-
ephant or a buffalo or rhi-
noceros, the pachyderms 
showed interest only in the 
skull of their own species, 
“smelling and touching it 
with their trunks and at 
times touching it lightly 
with their feet.” Presented 
with an elephant skull, a 
piece of ivory and a piece 
of wood, the creatures 
showed strong preference 
for the ivory, then the 
skull.  “The research team 
could not corroborate sto-

ries that elephants spe-
cifically visit the bones of 
dead relatives.”

Killer whales and dol-
phin mothers will some-
times carry their dead 
young around for several 
days, pushing them to 
the surface, adds Lance 
Barrett-Lennard, senior 
marine mammal research 
scientist at the Vancouver 
Aquarium Marine Sci-
ence Center & University 
of British Columbia.  “Any 
human parent can relate... 
it’s hard to watch.”
Q.  It’s an ancient human 
question, one of the toughest 
ever:  How can the material 
brain, which is an aggregate 
of nerves, tissues, and what-
not, be capable of subjective 
experience?  Does modern sci-
ence have an answer?

A.  Perhaps in another 
century or two the “exact-
ly how” of this may be ade-

quately answered, though 
some believe it never 
will, says Harvard’s J. Al-
lan Hobson in 13 Dreams 
Freud Never Had.  But the 
question can be turned 
on its head to ask how the 
brain would NOT be con-
scious when it has over 100 
billion neurons, each con-
nected to 10,000 others and 
firing at rates of 2-60 times 
every second.  The infor-
mation processed is more 
than 10^29 bits/second, 
or 100,000,000,000,000,000
,000,000,000,000!  “That’s 
enough information to 
support both perception 
and the perception of per-
ception and enough to sup-
port awareness and aware-
ness of awareness.”  In a 
word, it’s enough to sup-
port consciousness, which 
emerges once the brain 
reaches a sufficiently high 
level of organization.
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C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com
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�������� 20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.

January 28
Spaghetti Dinner & Salad Bar Royal Canadian Legion, 
11 First. St. E., Elmira. Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Advance at the Legion call 669-2932. Cost: adults 
$10; children 5-10 yrs $4, under 5 yrs $2. 

Silver Birch / Blue Spruce Awards Registration 
Home Schooled children please call the Elmira Branch 
Library 669-5477 for details.

January 29
Hilton Family in concert. Two performances 3 p.m. 
& 7 p.m. at Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 
Highpoint Ave. at Northfield Dr. Free-will offering. 
Everyone welcome.

Distinguished Organists In Recital with Barrie 
Cabena as performer/organist, to take place at First 
United Church at 3 p.m. Tickets $20. Phone 885-4472 
or 746-6768.

January 30 
CSI: Kitchener With detective Deborah Strand, 
Waterloo Regional Police Service, exploring world of 
forensics, crime scenes, how police solve crimes; 7 
p.m.; free, registration now underway. KPL, 85 Queen 
St. N. Call 743-0271 ext. 255. 

January 31 
KWS Brass Quintet, 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. Free (lunch 
available). First United Church, Waterloo. 

Elmira Theatre Company Auditions for the Maple 
Syrup Festival Show The Curse of the Crown. Tues. 
Jan. 31 and Thurs. Feb 2, 7:30 p.m. Trinity United 
Church, Arthur St., N., Elmira.  Looking for actors 
ages 12 to 25, no preparation necessary. Rehearsals 
will be Tuesdays & Thursdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. You 
must be available for these rehearsal times to be in 
the show. Director is Erynn McLaughlin – 669-8384 
for details. 

February 4
Volunteers Needed for the Revenue Canada Income 
Tax Program. Spare a few hours for Revenue Canada 
Volunteer Program in March and April. Training will be  
Feb. 9 from 9 a.m. – noon at the WCS Office, 73 Arthur 
St. Call 669-5139 for info or to register. 

February 5
Jubilation Male Chorus  A 65-voice male chorus 
for K-W and area presents Sacred Music Concert at 
6:30 p.m.  Free-will offering, proceeds to MCC, First 
Mennonite Church, Kitchener. 744-6574.

The Johnson Quartet, Canada’s great native male 
quartet at Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 
Waterloo. Concerts at 3 & 7 p.m. Free-will offering.

February 10 
Valentine’s Dinner and Auction – Children’s Home 
International. St. Jacobs United Church at 6:30 p.m. 
For tickets 669-8130.

February 15 
Parents Without Partners is holding an information 
session for prospective members at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Kitchener. 896-3566

February 19
Rockway Mennonite School Choir at First Mennonite 
Church, 800 King St., E., Kitchener. Free-will offering. 
Proceeds to MCC Guelph Meat Canning Project. 

February 24
Fred Eaglesmith and Band 8 p.m., St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre, 11 Albert St. $25. Reserve in 
advance at (519)664-1134.

February 25
Parents Without Partners is holding a dance at 
Masonic Lodge, 440 Weber St. N., Waterloo, 8:30 p.m. 
to 1 a.m.  Light refreshments. All welcome. Members 
$5; others $8. Details (519)896-3566.
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REAL
ESTATE

THE GREATEST RESULTS TO SELL YOUR HOME

with their children and 
to talk amongst them-
selves. 

“The room was so small, 
it was too full,” said 
Smyth. “It wasn’t enjoy-
able. It was nice to meet 
the people, but it was so 
small.” 

The centre averages 
about 25 children a day 
with busy days raising 
the tally to 45. 

“When those days hap-
pen we’ll be able to ac-
commodate them better,” 
said de Boer, who has 
expectations of more and 
more children coming to 
the centre.

She points to the town’s 
growing subdivisions 

and the increased num-
ber of families moving to 
the area. 

She doesn’t know how 
many people the centre 
could hold now, because 
she wouldn’t dream of 
putting a limit on its ca-
pacity. The people who 
attend seem to naturally 
decide when to come 
and go, so crowds swell 
and diminish as the day 
moves on without capac-
ity being an issue.

It can get quite busy as 
the centre draws families 
from Elmira, Wallen-
stien, Millbank, Cross-
hill, Maryhill, Breslau, 
Kitchener and Waterloo, 
Fergus, Guelph, Bloom-
ingdale. 

Continued from page 21

Place for the kids

Smoking area taking on burning issue
STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A novel plan to deal 
with students 
smoking around 

EDSS is already bearing 
fruit, says the school’s 
principal. A new smok-
ing spot near the rear 
of the building was put 
in place this month, and 
students have been hon-
ouring measures to keep 
them away from nearby 
homes.

“They’ve been very co-

Just weeks into new arrangement, policy addressing EDSS neighbourhood concerns
operative. There are no 
kids out front, and the 
kids are also staying 
away from Brubacher 
Street and Second Av-
enue,” Gary Ayre told the 
Observer.

When they returned 
from Christmas holi-
days, students found a 
spot behind the school 
staked out as the sole area 
where smoking is per-
mitted. Previously, stu-
dents would congregate 
on University Avenue in 
front of the building – the 

so-called U – or on mu-
nicipal streets because 
smoking is not permitted 
on school property.

A land-swap deal negoti-
ated last month between 
Woolwich Township and 
the Waterloo Region Dis-
trict School Board tack-
led the issue following a 
serious of neighbourhood 
complaints. A portion of 
the school property be-
came township property, 
while a portion of Uni-
versity Avenue in front 

of the building became 
school property.

The move employed a 
technicality to develop a 
new smoking area away 
from neighbours: provin-
cial laws prevent smok-
ing on school property, so 
turning over a small piece 
of land to the municipal-
ity would officially move 
that area off campus. 

The new smoking area 
was marked with the 
installation of a small 
fence along one side, and 

benches framing out the 
remainder of the space.

“I should think that 
the neighbours would be 
quite happy,” Ayre said 
of the new arrangement, 
noting he has heard no 
complaints from resi-
dents so far this year.

It’s the same story at 
the township office, 
clerk Christine Brough-
ton reported last week. 
While there have been 
no complaints thus far, 
the bylaw enforcement 

officer will continue 
to monitor the area, 
with an eye toward the 
spring when the weath-
er might entice students 
to wander away from the 
school.

“It’s winter, and no-
body really wants to be 
out there too long,” she 
said of the smoking area. 
“Spring will really tell.

“So far it looks good. It’s 
a good solution that they 
(students) are away from 
the residents.

WHALE OF A TIME

DESIREE FINHERT

IT WAS THIS BIG What started out as a typical snowman turned 
into a nine-foot snow whale named Moby Dick for eight-year-old 
snow artist Thomas Vicker at his neighbours house in the Wellesley 
area, Jan. 20. 

DESIREE FINHERT

THIS ONE’S MINE Halle Detweiler, 17 months, reaches for her toy at 
the newly refurbished Kids and I, Child Resource Centre.



V IS I T  YOUR  CHRYSLER , JEEP®, DODGE  RETA I L ER
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ††, ∞ Limited time offers apply to retail deliveries only. Excludes freight ($1,200 for Caravan, Grand Caravan and Charger, $1,050 for Liberty), license, insurance, 
registration, $50 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specific
pricing details and conditions. Retailers are free to set individual prices. * Purchase prices apply only to 2006 Dodge Caravan (28C) and Charger SE (27E) models. † Leases based on 27 month terms for 2006
Caravan (28C): total lease obligation is $8,612 @ 2.8% lease APR with $4,940 down payment and 2006 Grand Caravan (28S+CYC+MWG+GXW): total lease obligation is $11,285 @ 0% lease APR with $4,940

down payment. †† Lease based on 36 month term for 2006 Liberty Sport (28B): total lease obligation is $12,528 @ 1.8% lease APR. ∞ Lease based on 48 month term for 2006
Charger SE (27C): total lease obligation is $19,152 @ 2.8% lease APR. Down payment (Caravan and Grand Caravan only), first month's payment, any retailer administration fees
and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 45,900 for 27-month terms, 61,200 for 36-month terms and 81,600 for 48-month terms; charge of $0.15/km for
excess kilometres. ∆ Based on 2006 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ™ Command-Trac and
Stow 'n Go are trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™ Auto/Stick is a trademark of Mr. Gasket, Inc. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

• 210 hp 3.7L V6 engine • Command-Trac™ part time 4WD 
• All speed Traction Control System • Air conditioning 
• Electronic Stability Program (ESP) with Electronic Roll Mitigation 
• AM/FM stereo with CD player • Power windows, locks and mirrors

2006 Jeep Liberty Sport 4x4

1.8%
Lease APR

$0 DOWN PAYMENT 

Lease for

$348†† PER MONTH FOR 
36 MONTHS WITH 
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Purchase for

$28,348*

Lease APR

2.8%

2006 Dodge Charger SE

$0 DOWN PAYMENT 

or Lease for

$399∞ PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

THE 2006 CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE VEHICLES ARE HERE

Lease for

$235† PER MONTH FOR 27 MONTHS WITH
$4,940 DOWN PAYMENT OR EQUIVALENT
TRADE. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 0%

Same features as Dodge Caravan plus:
•                   seating - the only minivan with 

two rows of seats that fold flat into the floor 
• Keyless Entry • Anti-lock braking system

• Roof Rack • City: 12.9L/100 km (22 mpg)∆

• Hwy: 8.5L/100 km (33 mpg)∆

2006 Dodge Grand Caravan – Canadian Edition

Lease APR

THE EXCITEMENT
STARTSNOW

Purchase for

$19,998* $136†
PER MONTH FOR 
27 MONTHS WITH 

$4,940 DOWN PAYMENT OR EQUIVALENT
TRADE. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Lease APR

2.8%

• 3.3L 180 hp V6 engine
• Air conditioning

• Power windows and locks
• City: 12.2L/100 km (23 mpg)∆

• Hwy: 8.2L/100 km (34 mpg)∆

2006 Dodge Caravan

or Lease for

• 250 hp 3.5L High Output V6 • 5-speed automatic transmission with Auto/Stick™
• Air conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo with 4 speakers 
• All-speed traction control • Power locks, mirrors, and windows
• 4-wheel disc brakes with anti-lock and Electronic Stability Program (ESP)
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