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Elmira man abducted, beaten, pushed from moving truck
Victim treated and released from hospital; motivation remains unknown, police

RICHARD VIVIAN

Students to mock the vote
EDSS to host all-candidates 
meeting; students to cast 
ballots in parallel election

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An Elmira man was 
abducted from a 
downtown parking 
lot Tuesday night, 

assaulted and dumped from 
a moving vehicle. The motive 
remains unknown.

“We’re not sure if he was 
specifically targeted. We’re 

not sure if it was random,” 
said Olaf Heinzel, Waterloo Re-
gional Police communications 
coordinator.

The 25-year-old victim re-
ported he was grabbed by two 
men as he walked through the 
parking lot behind the Central 
Tavern shortly after 9 p.m. He 
was then held against his will 
in the back of a moving pickup 
truck and assaulted.

He suffered numerous abra-
sions to his face, arms, legs and 
abdomen when he was forced 
from the moving vehicle north 
of Floradale. Once free, the 
man walked to a nearby resi-
dence, where police and para-
medics were called.

“His injuries were consistent 
with being thrown from a ve-
hicle or falling off a vehicle,” 
Heinzel noted, explaining the 

man was taken to Grand River 
Hospital, where he was treated 
and released.

About an hour passed be-
tween the time the man was re-
portedly abducted and the time 
police were notified.

Neither a description of the 
vehicle nor assailants were pro-
vided to police. Several aspects 
of the attack were also unclear, 
Heinzel told the Observer. 

“That’s why we’re looking 
for some information from 
the public. We’re trying to 
find out if anyone was in the 
parking lot that night that 
may have seen any kind of 
struggle between these indi-
viduals,” he said.

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the major case 
unit at 570-3000 ext. 8674 or call 
CrimeStoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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Local high school students are taking a close 
look at the federal election, complete with a 
mock vote and an all-candidates meeting. 
Joining schools across the country, Elmira 

District Secondary School students have a chance 
to voice their political opinions through Student 
Vote 2006.

While the student ballots won’t count toward the 
election outcome, they do play a role in decreasing 
youth apathy toward politics, suggested 18-year-old 
Chris Peemoeller, who’s organizing the EDSS initia-
tive with fellow fifth-year student Colin McGlone.

“I have a very strong passion for politics. The 
whole idea of democracy and voting, I just think is 
a wonderful thing. I really want to be involved,” he 
told the Observer. “This is my first election and I’m 
really excited about voting.”

Part of the general youth disinterest, Peemoeller 
suggested, is derived from the fact most students 
fall bellow the eligible voting age.

The entire student body will have a chance to cast 
a ballot at one of five polling stations in place dur-
ing the mock election, to be held during the lunch 
break Jan. 20.

“We try to get the youth prepared and a little more 
knowledgeable about what the electoral process is, 
so that when they get their first election they’ve 
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THINKING POLITICS Fifth-year EDSS students Chris Peemoeller (left) and Colin McGlone are organizing the local Student Vote 2006 effort, 
designed to get youths interested in the election process.
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Construction of 
the last stage of 
Elmira’s Birdland 

– 60 new residential lots 
– inched closer this week 
as the developer unveiled 
plans for the extension of 
First Street. Development 
is contingent on push-
ing through the roadway 
west across Barnswallow 
Drive.

Under a plan discussed 
at a public planning 
meeting Jan. 10, Birdland 
Developments Ltd. would 
purchase a 1.5-acre por-
tion of land from a farm 
at 108 Barnswallow Dr. 
from Activa Holdings 
Inc. That parcel would 
in turn be rezoned to al-
low for the roadway and 
nine additional building 
lots on the north side of 
the new portion of First 

Developer plans First Street extension
Public meeting first step in plan to complete Birdland residential neighbourhood

Street. Eagle and Muscov-
ey drives would ultimate-
ly be extended northward 
to join First Street.

The road extension is 
basically the last hurdle 
for the development, 
said Dave Gosnay, the 
township’s director of en-
gineering and planning. 
A plan of subdivision is 
expected later this year; 
if approved, construction 
could begin this sum-
mer.

As a main artery, the 
new stretch of First Street 
would take some through-
traffic off of smaller resi-
dential roads. It would 
also serve as a gateway 
to future development 
on Activa Holding’s farm 
property. The 82-acre site 
is slated for future resi-
dential growth, but not 
for at least a decade.

Bob Black of RBA Plan-
ning, who represents 

Birdland Developments, 
said the company is look-
ing to provide 60 new 
building lots on its site, a 
mix of single-family and 
semi-detached units.

Also under consider-
ation in this week’s appli-
cation is a plan to sever a 
third-of-an-acre from the 
Activa Holdings proper-
ty. That land encompass-
es the existing home on 
the farm, which would be 
conveyed to the previous 
owner of the farm.

The remaining parcel 
will be zoned to prohibit 
the construction of an-
other home on the farm-
land.

Councillors heard no ob-
jections to the plan Tues-
day night. A staff report 
will be prepared once the 
public has had time for 
written comments, and 
planners have studied 
the requested changes.
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With an agreement 
in place and the 
process under-

way, Chateau Gardens 
long-term care centre is 
slated to change hands 
in the coming months. 
A deal reached late last 
year will see owner Mer-
cedes Corp. of St. Jacobs 
sell the business to Mis-
sissauga-based Chart-
well Seniors Housing 
Real Estate Investment 
Trust.

“In the nursing home 

Mercedes works toward Chateau Gardens sale
Buyer will keep current staffing in place, says Shantz

sector there’s a lot of ac-
tivity right now. We were 
being approached fairly 
regularly by any number 
of people who either were 
already operators or who 
wanted to get into the 
nursing home business,” 
explained Mercedes vice-
president Marcus Shantz. 
“We settled on Chartwell 
because of their repu-
tation and because we 
thought that they were a 
credible buyer.

“We feel good about the 
people who’ve stepped 
up to buy them (seniors 
homes),” he added. “All 

the staff in the home are 
going to stay the same. 
They’ve agreed to hire 
all our staff in the Elmira 
home.”

The sale agreement 
includes all four of Mer-
cedes’ long-term care 
facilities: Elmira, Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, Aylmer 
and Lancaster. Simulta-
neously, Shantz noted, 
Chartwell will purchase 
two facilities Mercedes 
manages on behalf of a 
not-for-profit company 
in London and Parkhill, 
which also run under the 
Chateau Gardens ban-

ner.
Currently working 

its way through the 
required Ministry of 
Health process, the sale 
isn’t expected to become 
official until this sum-
mer, if all goes smooth-
ly. Before the ministry 
will approve the sale, 
the prospective pur-
chaser must undergo a 
review and the minister 
has to decide if it’s in 
the public’s best inter-
est to issue a licence to 
operate. 

The public will also have 
an opportunity to provide 

oral or written comments 
about the sale.

“They’re providing pub-
licly funded services, so 
we have to have a full pro-
cess to ensure that we’re 
satisfied that the owners 
are going to be reputable 
and provide a good ser-
vice,” commented minis-
try spokesperson David 
Jensen, noting the pro-
cess can take between 
four and six months to 
complete.

Chartwell representa-
tives couldn’t be reached 
for comment at press 
time. Founded in 1999, 

Chartwell has more than 
40 long-term care facili-
ties under its manage-
ment or development, ac-
cording to the company 
Web site www.chartwell-
reit.com.

The decision to sell Cha-
teau Gardens was part of 
Mercedes’ regular review 
of its holdings, Shantz 
told the Observer.

“It’s our pattern to buy 
and sell assets and to 
look at where we sit from 
time to time and whether 
we want to consolidate a 
bit and look at other op-
portunities.”

An unused piece of township 
property will be used to develop a 
tree nursery, Woolwich councillors 
decided this week. 
Allgreen Tree Service Inc., 155 

Union St. in Elmira, will use a nearby 
3.7-acre parcel to plant a variety of 
trees, starting this spring. The site 
is located between Oriole Parkway 
and South Field Drive. Previously, it 
had been used to grow crops, but 
due to liability issues the township 
ceased that arrangement last year.
Under the deal, Allgreen will be 

responsible for maintaining the 
site, and will provide the township 
with 10 deciduous trees each year. 
Director of recreation and facilities 
Larry Devitt said the agreement 
is a “win-win situation,” with the 
company looking after an unused 
piece of property and adding trees 
to the environment.
“The township stands to benefit 

in a large way,” he told councillors, 
who quickly endorsed the plan.
“This is a creative use of land that 

we couldn’t do much on,” noted 
Coun. Pat McLean.
The deal also won the support of 

the Township of Woolwich Environ-
mental Enhancement Committee 
(TWEEC), which has been improv-
ing such township sites by, among 
other measures, planting trees.

Woolwich backs 
tree nursery on 

unused land 
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New to school
DESIREE FINHERT

   ▼   WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST IN THE NEW YEAR. OUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION? TO BE THE VERY BEST NEWSPAPER IN THE REGION ... ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED!

Thieves make off with 
$5,000 in copper

Woolwich defers hikes 
to arena rental fees

Local candidates 
prepare to do battle

Myers gets top mark 
from Islamic congress

Home-taught Elmira girl prepares for transition to high school life

▼ See MAKING page 5

NEW WORLD Home-taught student Brittany Clarke is spending her first year in a classroom in order to make the transition into high school.
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Like other 13-year-olds, Brittany 
Clarke isn’t fazed about going to 
school even though this has been 
her first year in a classroom. 

The home-schooled student traded the 
comfort of her living room for a locker and 
homeroom to help her make the transition 
to high school. 

For the last eight years, she’s been taking 
field trips to places such as the Toyota Plant 
in Cambridge to learn about auto manufac-
turing and making quilts for AIDS orphans 
in Africa.

Now, the modest Grade 8 student attends 
Fellowship Christian School with some 90 
other students. 

“Probably the biggest adjustment is be-
ing in a classroom of children all her age 
and that whole adjustment of getting used 
to cliques,” said Brittany’s mom Katrina 
Clarke. “You know, working in groups with 
kids your age.” 

Cliques are not a problem for the teenager. 
Having a larger class size is one of the rea-
sons she’s adapted so well to her new envi-

ronment.
“While home schooling you don’t have 

friends to go to school with, so it’s pretty 
cool,” Brittany told the Observer.

The transition from home to public 
schooling could have been rough on the 
teenager who only knew a few kids and 
none of the teachers at the school. Nev-
ertheless, she suited up on her first day 
to further her education, which included 
learning a host of school rules. 

Her core-room teacher, Paul Branan, 
had reservations about the new student.

“When she came from home schooling, I 
was a little concerned with it, but she has 
blended in with the other students and 
has become a regular part of the class.”

The Clarkes have been keeping up with 
the provincial curriculum, which has 
made one aspect of Brittany’s transi-
tion easy. She’s learned the same math, 
English and geography lessons from her 
mother and their home-schooling net-
work as her classmates have from their 
teachers.

Keeping up with lessons was not the 
only hurdle in making the home-to-class 
transition.

“A lot of times, especially coming in at a 
Grade 8 year, friendships are already quite 
well established in the social order,” Bran-
an explained. “In Brittany’s case, she was 
able to make friends with the [Grade] 7 and 
8s.”

Making friends can be a determining fac-
tor on a student’s happiness at school and 
can have a negative impact on schoolwork, 
but Branan said Brittany had no difficulty 
in that area. In fact she has settled in nice-
ly with a group of friends and is taking part 
in soccer, badminton and band. 

The biggest transition Brittany had is 
dealing with more homework and fewer 
field trips.

“There’s not as much family time, which 
is different for us [who are used] to being 
home every day 24-7,” Katrina Clarke reck-
oned. “So we’ve adjusted to doing home-
work in the evenings instead of the after-
noon.”

Despite shuffling the family’s schedule 
around, mom is pleased with how her 
daughter has adapted and what she’s learn-
ing in school. 

“The report card she just got was really 

Area residents will have an opportu-
nity to put candidates to the test next 
week. Hosted by the Elmira Jaycees, all 
four parliamentary-hopefuls will face off 
Monday evening (Jan. 16) for an all-can-
didates meeting.
Following introductions, prospective 

voters will have 80 minutes to pepper 
candidates with questions. Greater K-W 
Chamber of Commerce president Todd 
Letts will moderate the meeting.
Introductions begin at 7 p.m. at the 

Elmira Legion on First Street. An infor-
mal reception will follow questions from 
the public.

Weighing up to 200 lbs each, several 
pieces of copper wire was stolen from 
an Ariss business overnight Jan. 4. Under 
the cover of darkness, unknown culprits 
entered a storage facility at MJM Electric 
on Wellington Road 86 and removed the 
material.
Between 15 and 20 pieces of the 3-cm 

thick wire, coated in black plastic, was 
taken. It carries a value of approx. $5,000.
Wellington County O.P.P. are investigat-

ing. Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the Fergus office at (519) 843-
4240 or call CrimeStoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

With voters about to head to the polls, 
incumbent Liberal MP Lynn Myers got a 
boost from the Canadian Islamic Con-
gress. The organization recently released 
a rating of candidates in ridings with a 
significant Islamic population; Myers re-
ceived an ‘A.’
Grades were based on voting records, 

party platform and questionnaire re-
sponses. None of the other local candi-
dates were graded in the report.
Based on 2001 Statistics Canada data, 

Kitchener-Conestoga’s population is 1.8 
per cent Islamic.

Planned increases to rental fees at 
Woolwich arenas are on hold while 
township staff crunches the numbers 
one more time … again. Meeting Jan. 
10, councillors deferred a decision – al-
ready held over twice to end 2005 – until 
Tuesday.
Woolwich is proposing an eight per 

cent hike in ice rental fees in each of the 
next three years. The plan is to increase 
prime-time rental rates to $170 an hour 
by the time a new facility opens – the 
target date is 2008. The current rate is 
$135 an hour.
Those changes are too much, too soon 

argued Paul Bossenberry, who appeared 
before councillors again Jan. 10 as a 
representative of the arena user groups 
such as Woolwich Minor Hockey and the 
Elmira Figure Skating Club. He proposes 
spreading the increases over five years 
– a two-per-cent annual rate hike, and 
a 3.3-per-cent decrease in the subsidy 
given to minor sports teams. 
If enacted as proposed, the measures 

would amount to a 14-per-cent hike in 
rates next year, he said, countering with 
a plan to phase in the adjustments over 
five years instead of three. Even at the re-
duced level he suggested, groups would 
still face an 11-per-cent jump in 2006.
Councillors want to see a side-by-side 

comparison of the two options before 
making a decision on the new fee sched-
ule.



DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Prime Minister Paul 
Martin rallied the 
troops in the area 

last week. Conservative 
leader Stephen Harper 
and his deputy, Peter 
MacKay, breezed through 
last month. All had major 
announcements to make, 
while trying to boost 
the local candidates. In 
Canadian elections na-
tional issues – taxes, gun 
violence, health care and 
education – often trump 
local ones.

But local issues have not 
taken a complete backseat: 
agriculture, small busi-
nesses and industry are 
major issues for the people 
in Kitchener-Conestoga 
and therefore they’re im-
portant to the party lead-
ers, says political scientist 
David Docherty.

Agriculture, for in-
stance, is an issue, espe-
cially in provinces such 
as Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, but it’s usually left 
off the party platforms be-
cause talking about it will 
not sway votes in a pre-
dominantly urban coun-
try. In swing ridings such 
as Kitchener-Conestoga, 
however, crops and cattle 

Making all politics local 
Canadians tend to vote for national leader, but local battles can make a difference

can take centre-stage.
“With much of the elec-

tion already decided in 
Alberta, there’s not a lot 
to be gained by talking 
about agriculture,” said 
Docherty, the Elmira 
resident who heads up 
the political science de-
partment at Wilfrid Lau-
rier University. “There 
is a lot to be gained from 
talking about agriculture 
or small businesses in 
Kitchener-Conestoga.”

Small businesses and 
new industries are also 
on political minds be-
cause they influence eco-
nomic support, stability 
and the value of the Ca-
nadian dollar.

There are 308 ridings in 
Canada, but party lead-
ers continue to sweep 
through Kitchener-Con-

estoga hoping to grab 
votes by pressing these 
local issues.

“We have to remember 
that in Canada our elec-
tions are not total points. 
In the World Series you 
don’t play seven games 
and the team with seven 
points at the end of the 
game wins,” said the pro-
fessor. “As it turns out, 
a lot of the local contests 
have implications about 
whose going to win this 
series.” 

Although, Docherty is 
not convinced a party 
leader’s visit to a local 
riding has the power to 
sway voters, it can in-
crease voter turnout. 
Ultimately, such visits 
have the same impact as 
a pep-talk on a cheerlead-
ing team. 

“A lot of the impor-
tance of having a leader 
come into your riding 
is to gear up your own 
troops,” Docherty told 
the Observer. “If Stephen 
Harper comes in, what 
he’s telling the people 
who are working on Har-
old Albrecht’s campaign 
is, ‘we think we can win 
this riding. You better go 
out and knock on more 
doors, because this is an 
important riding and we 
think we can win it.’” 

The battle between lo-
cal and national politics 

goes further than issues 
and touring party lead-
ers. It extends all the way 
through the campaign to 
the ballot box when vot-
ers must decide between 
voting for their local rep-
resentative and their na-
tional leader.

“I think residents in 
this area are no differ-
ent from residents across 
Canada,” said Docherty. 
“Most people vote for 
party leader first, and 
their local candidate is a 
distant second.”

The electoral system in 

the United States allows 
voters to choose from a 
long slate of candidates. 
Other electoral systems, 
such as proportional rep-
resentation, allot seats 
in direct relation to the 
votes cast for that party. 
In Canada, however, vot-
ers have to weigh all the 
variables before check-
ing off a single box.

“People will say, ‘sorry 
Lynn [Myers], but I just 
can’t vote for the Lib-
erals this time around 
because of Gomery,’” 
suggested Docherty. “Or 
they’ll say, ‘Gomery re-
ally makes me mad, but 
I’m going to vote Liberal 
because Lynn is a re-
ally good constituency 
person who really takes 
care of the riding.’”

With one week left be-
fore that final decision is 
necessary, he warns that 
as the campaign steam-
rolls toward an end a 
shift in election issues or 
campaign tactics may be 
on the horizon.   
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As a teacher for 20 years Lynn Myers knows the value of education.  Lynn is a strong
voice for improved access to affordable post-secondary education and apprentice-
ship programs.  The Liberal government is moving forward with its plans to:

Re-Elect Lynn Myers

Authorized by the Official Agent for Lynn Myers

First elected as a Member of Parliament in 1997, Lynn Myers
has worked tirelessly to represent his constituents and their
views in Ottawa.

Prior to his 1997 election, Lynn served as Mayor of Wilmot
Township, as a member of Regional Council, as the chair of
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Commission and as the chair of the
Waterloo Region Police Services Board.

��������������������

- increase access to post-secondary education through a new 50/50 Plan
under which the government will pay for half of an undergraduate
student's first year tuition, and half of a student's graduating year tuition;

- introduce the Lester Pearson Scholarships to be awarded to 25 deserving Canadian
students to study abroad and 50 international students to study in Canada each year;

- work to increase participation in apprenticeships by making employment insurance
more accessible and setting a benchmark for the number of apprenticeship graduates;
and

- create a working income tax benefit to help Canadians in getting off social assistance
and finding a job.
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The books are bal-
anced and the 
year’s budget is al-

most finalized, but that 
still leaves plenty on the 
plate for Woolwich’s new 
treasurer and director of 
finance. Dan Wilson start-
ed his new job last week, 
filling the vacancy left by 
the departure of his pre-
decessor last October.

High on his list is ac-
commodating a host of 
new regulations – as 
creatures of the province, 
municipalities take their 
cue from Queen’s Park. 
The province is current-
ly pushing reforms to 
how municipal govern-
ments generate revenues, 
urging them to move to 
a cost-recovery basis on 
the fees it charges. Wool-
wich has already made 
changes to its water and 
wastewater fees and to 
its building department 
rates in response to the 
new formula.

The township has a 10-
year forecast of water 
and wastewater costs and 
fees, as demanded by new 
provincial regulations. 
Bill 175, the Sustainable 
Water and Sewage Sys-
tems Act, requires mu-
nicipalities to run those 
services on a cost recov-
ery basis. Additional 
costs and paperwork are 
expected under Bill 195, 
the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act that followed the 

New treasurer lands in the fray
Changing provincial regulations, aggressive 

spending on rec. facilities make for full agenda
Walkerton tragedy.

New rules mean Wool-
wich must begin collecting 
enough through its fees to 
pay for future upgrades and 
repairs to the water and 
sewer infrastructure in the 
township. In 2006, for in-
stance, changes would see 
the bimonthly service fee 
for wastewater jump to $26 
next year from the current 
rate of $16.27, and increase 
of almost 60 per cent.

Similar reforms are on 
the way in other depart-
ments, Wilson suggested, 
noting finance staff are 
required to keep abreast 
of constant revisions in 
provincial guidelines.

“It’s our job to be on top 
of that, and to adapt to 
the changes,” he told the 
Observer. “We’re looking 
at our fees and charges 
in the context of a break-
even analysis.”

Most recently financial 
manager/deputy treasur-
er for neighbouring Cen-
tre Wellington Township 
– he joined that munici-
pality in 2003 – Wilson is 
no stranger to provincial 
demands. Prior to work-
ing for Centre Wellington, 
the chartered accountant 
was a municipal auditor 
with the Guelph office of 
BDO Dunwoody.

A native of Centre Wel-
lington, Wilson said he’s 
familiar with the needs 
of rural communities, 
seeing many similarities 
with Woolwich – includ-
ing the issue of new rec-
reation facilities. Fergus 

recently saw a sparkling 
new arena, of the type 
coveted by user groups 
in Elmira. Woolwich’s 
spending plans for rec. 
facilities is in fact one of 
the prime tasks for his de-
partment, Wilson noted.

“I see finance playing a 
large role in that. It’s going 
to be a challenge – a great 
opportunity for me … just 
coming into this role.”

The township is looking 
to put about $1 million 
in 2006 toward a series 
of new recreation facili-
ties to be built over the 
next three or four years. 
About $400,000 is ear-
marked for a reserve fund 
that will go toward a new 
multi-purpose complex 
in Elmira.

A combination of re-
deeming Waterloo North 
Hydro debt held by the 
township, new taxes, 
development charges 
and long-term borrow-
ing – plus community 
fundraising – would pay 
for some $15 million in 
new recreation facilities. 
As well as replacing the 
Elmira pool and arena, 
the spending would pro-
vide new community cen-
tres in Breslau ($1 mil-
lion for a 9,000-sq.-ft. facil-
ity), Conestogo ($350,000, 
2,100 sq. ft.) and Maryhill 
($350,000, 3,700 sq. ft.).

Some $450,000 of this 
year’s anticipated bud-
get surplus of $700,000-
$800,000 will be put in 
the recreation facilities 
reserve fund.

HAROLD ALBRECHT
C O N S E R V A T I V E

LYNN MYERS
L I B E R A L

LEN CARTER
N E W  D E M O C R A T I C  P A R T Y

KRIS STAPLETON
G R E E N  P A R T Y



been through the pro-
cess before,” said Student 
Vote 2006 spokesperson 
Stephanie Christophe. 
“They can start mak-
ing their own opinions 
and talking about it with 
their friends, family. It 
gets them into the habit 
… so they can be more 
comfortable with it once 
they turn 18 and hope-
fully they’ll have more of 
an inclination to actually 
go and vote.”

 “It’s like a parallel elec-
tion, so we’ll try to run 
it exactly like Elections 
Canada runs the vote,” 
social sciences teacher 
Ian Cotter told the Ob-
server. “The kids will be 
using the exact same bal-
lots that everybody else 
will be using in this rid-
ing.”

In preparation for the 
student vote, the school 
will play host to all four 
Kitchener-Conestoga can-

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Still tweaking Wool-
wich’s sign bylaw, 
councillors appear 

set on one thing: proac-
tive enforcement of the 
rules. 

The latest adjustment 
came this week as they 
reviewed the Region of 
Waterloo’s proposed sign 
bylaw, its first. The town-

Woolwich signs on to tougher policy
Councillors review regional sign bylaw, call for proactive enforcement

ship is looking to make 
its regulations mesh with 
the region’s, and offering 
up comment on the draft 
bylaw now in circula-
tion.

Over the past couple 
of years, Woolwich has 
taken aim at reduc-
ing the proliferation of 
roadside signs, from the 
wheeled, neon-lettered 
type lining roadways to 
posters slapped up on hy-

dro poles throughout the 
township.

Also on tap are plans to 
charge a $60 fee to issue 
the permits needed to dis-
play a temporary sign, as 
well as fines of $225 a day 
for offences.

“The fines are a good 
idea. I think we need to be 
more proactive in our en-
forcement … rather than 
[acting] on a complaint 
basis,” Coun. Mark Bau-

man said of the measures 
under discussion Jan. 10.

Councillors agreed with 
most of the clauses in the 
region’s draft bylaw, in-
cluding limiting A-frame 
or sandwich-board signs 
to settlement core areas. 
The measures aimed at 
so-called accessory signs 
would also restrict the 
placement of any tempo-
rary signs along regional 
roads outside of the core 
areas. In Woolwich, the 
largest impact would be 
along Arthur Street head-
ing into Elmira and Kings 
Street through St. Jacobs.

Posters would be limited 
to designated spots, with 
the region proposing to 
install poster collars in 
the core areas. That move 
is aimed at drastically re-
ducing the number of post-
ers on utility poles and 
traffic lights. Woolwich is 
looking to have such col-
lars installed in each of 
the settlement areas.

Tackling the issue of 
election signs – a top-of-
mind subject given the on-
going federal campaign 

– councillors saw merit 
in regional proposals to 
reduce the clutter, name-
ly limiting the number 
of signs, and imposing 
minimum distance sepa-
rations between signs 
planted by the same can-
didates along regional 
road allowances. 

Plans to allow election 
signs along township 
roads, currently prohib-
ited, proved contentious, 
however. While some 
councillors supported 
bringing the policy in-
line with the region’s 
– Coun. Pat McLean sug-
gested many people don’t 
differentiate between 
township and regional 
roads – fellow Ward 1 
Coun. Ruby Weber said 
the move could lead to 
even more signs. There 
would be nothing stop-
ping campaigns from 
placing signs all along 
the road allowances on 
any residential street.

“I don’t think you can 
begin to imagine what 
it would look like if you 
allow campaign signs on 

township property.”
The township will be 

looking for – and giving 
– more input from the re-
gion before adopting any 
changes to its election 
sign policy.

One area where there 
was unanimous disagree-
ment with regional plans 
was farm produce signs, 
the kind found at the end 
of laneways where farm-
ers sell goods directly to 
the public. The region 
proposes banning such 
signs, but councillors 
called for an exemption.

“I do agree that you need 
to control clutter,” Bau-
man said, noting a few 
farms overdo it, while 
most have low-key sig-
nage that adds to the ru-
ral flavour. “Those signs 
do add the character of 
the community.”

Township staff is ex-
pected to bring revised 
comments back to coun-
cil Tuesday night, with 
an eye toward providing 
written feedback to the 
region by the end of the 
month.

didates – Liberal Lynn 
Myers, Conservative Har-
old Albrecht, New Demo-
crat Len Carter and Kris 
Stapleton of the Green 
Party – Monday morning 
in the cafeteria. 

Craig Stuart, head of 
the social sciences de-
partment, will moderate 
the meeting and pose 
questions on four topics 
to each of the candidates. 
Topics include post-sec-
ondary education, health 
care, taxation and immi-
gration. If time permits, 
candidates will also face 
questions from students.

This is the second time 
EDSS has participated 
in the Student Vote pro-
gram; it’s the fifth elec-
tion the organization 
has been involved with, 
including provincial and 
federal. In total, 3,080 
schools across the coun-
try have signed on to take 
part this time around, re-
questing 900,000 ballots.

Nationally, the 2004 
student results mirrored 
the Elections Canada 
ballots, with students 
selecting a minority 
Liberal government. In 
Kitchener- Conestoga, 
however, students broke 
from that trend and sup-
ported the Conservatives 
(388 votes); the elected 
Liberal representative 
came in fourth among 
students (304).

The Green Party came 
in second (364), followed 
by the NDP in third 
(328).

Across the riding, 1,384 
students cast a mock bal-
lot.

“Last time there wasn’t 
a great turnout for it. … 
But even just having it 
and if a small portion 
of people who aren’t al-
lowed to vote [because of 
age] become interested 
in it, I think that’s a huge 
step in itself,” Peemoeller 
added.

Students encouraged to 
take democratic option

Continued from cover
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good. The teacher was 
impressed with her char-
acter and how she just fits 
in so easily,” said Katrina 
Clarke. “I was pleased 
that it was her first re-
port card ever.”

Mom was not always se-
cure in the idea of having 
her daughter in the edu-
cation system.

The Clarkes’ decision 
to home school all five of 
her children came after 
an incident at Kitchener 
public school. Katrina 
Clarke explained she 
had attended the school 
one day to find its doors 
locked. Later she found 
out there had been a gun 
scare at the school and 
locking the doors was a 
necessary precaution.

“So we started home 
schooling because we 
couldn’t put our little girl 
in a dangerous situation,” 
said Clarke. “Not that we 
ever gave the school a 
chance.”

Mom also wanted to en-
sure her children received 

a Christian education.
“I just wasn’t comfort-

able putting them in 
public school. … I don’t 
believe everything that 
they teach in the public 
schools.” 

To help them in this en-
deavor, the family became 
involved with the Kitch-
ener Waterloo Christian 
Home School Association 
(KWCHEA) which put 
them in touch with other 

home-schooling parents 
and retired teachers who 
could instruct the chil-
dren in French. 

Now that Brittany is 
older, times and neces-
sities have changed. She 
will be matriculating to 
Elmira District Second-
ary School next year – as 
with her transition into 
Grade 8, the teen has no 
qualms about the tribula-
tions of high school. 

Continued from page 3

Making the change

HOME STYLE Brittany Clarke and her mother Katrina have been 
keeping up with the provincial curriculum through home schooling for 
eight years.
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Most people vote for party leader first, and their local 
candidate is a distant second.

WLU political science professor David Docherty says 
national issues usually trump local concerns, even in 
bellwether ridings such as Kitchener-Conestoga.

» Deal a tree-t for township
A deal that will see a tree nursery 
sprout on a piece of township proper-
ty drew the praise of Woolwich coun-
cil this week. The idea is a practical 
solution to a growing number of tiny 
parcels owned by township, some 
now maintained by volunteers.

» Banking on the Tories
With the Conservatives ahead in the 
polls, Bay Street was busy on specu-
lation a Tory government would back 
longstanding efforts to allow Cana-
dian banks to merge. This despite 
persistent studies showing the banks 
already control the lions share of the 
industry, to consumers’ detriment. 

» No more Mr. nice guys
Just over a week to go, and the cam-
paign ads are, as expected, getting 
down and dirty. Now trailing in the 
polls, the Liberals are taking personal 
shots at Stephen Harper; hoping to 
avoid the collapse seen in the last 
election, the Conservatives are sling-
ing right back. 

Keep them Commie cars off my roads
���������

������
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Minority report

I seen how they’re 
lookin’ at bringin’ 
Chinese cars to North 

America – that just ain’t 
right. Them people is al-
ready dumpin’ no end of 
stuff here, most of which is 
crap that breaks in no time 
flat. I sure as Hades don’t 
want them kind of cars out 
there on roads where I’ve 
got to be drivin’.

We’re always hearin’ 
how the auto industry is 
slowin’ down, and the big 
three is takin’ it on the 
chin. There’s already too 
many folks drivin’ them 
import vehicles when 
they ought to be puttin’ 
their own first and buyin’ 
a proper car. 

Now, I ain’t one to buy 
into all that union blather 
about buyin’ the car your 
neighbour built – plenty of 
folks got neighbours who 
are complete dumbasses 
that I wouldn’t trust to 
get my coffee right – but 
you ought to cheer for the 
home team. Everybody 
knows the unions is part-
ly to blame for the mess of 
the big three, what with 
askin’ for too much money 
to do a whole lot of goofin’ 
off over the years. There 
ain’t no reason for cars to 
cost what they do. But that 
don’t stop folks from buy-
in’ some of the European 

cars that cost a small for-
tune – at least they’re built 
in civilized parts.

Anyways, the Chinese 
ain’t been buyin’ a whole 
lot of good, Canadian 
products, so I don’t see a 
reason to go spendin’ our 
money on their junk. 
CANADA FIRST FOR TORIES
You can bet the likes of 

the Conservatives would 
put an end to dumpin’ all 
sorts of crap from over-
seas, standin’ up for Can-
ada first. That’s why I’m 
pleased as punch to see 
how Harper is out in front 
of them Liberal grafters.

Them new polls says 
Canadians are ready for 
some reform, that we may 
see a right-wing majority 
– I ain’t countin’ the chick-
ens, but it would sure be 
good to get back to some 
old-fashioned values. A 
Conservative minor-
ity government would be 
one thing, but a majority 
would mean we could get 
straight down to makin’ 
things like they used to 
be. 

First off, Harper would 
put an end to that same-

sex marriage thing, and 
then set about tacklin’ the 
criminals and ingrates 
that come to this country 
tryin’ to louse it up. And 
we can start to put families 
first – proper families, not 
the kind that lefties think 
is just fine. Decency is still 
decency, no matter how 
hard the bleedin’ hearts 
try to change how good 
people live their lives.

And I’m pretty sure the 
Reform wing folks will 
take good control from 
all the publicity folks that 
have Harper goin’ on about 
spendin’ all kinds of money 
on useless programs. Once 
we’ve got a government, 
they can start cuttin’ tax-
es and givin’ the axe to all 
kinds of bloated, Liberal 
programs that do nothin’ 
but give money to those 
who aint’ good enough to 
deserve it … and that goes 
for linin’ their own pock-
ets, too.

NO MORE MANNERS
I can’t say I’m much sur-

prised after hearin’ how 
all them cough syrups and 
whatnot ain’t worth more 
than havin’ a glass of wa-

ter when you’re feelin’ 
under the weather. Appar-
ently spendin’ the money 
and pourin’ that stuff 
down your gullet ain’t 
doin’ nothin’ but make 
someone else richer – and 
that just don’t hold with a 
fella like me who knows 
that the best dollar is the 
one in my pocket.

Reading about that new 
study got me to thinkin’ 
just how many folks go 
out spreadin’ whatever it 
is that they got. I wonder 
if some of them Einsteins 
figure that if they swig 
some “medicine” that 
it’s alright to go around 
coughin’ and sneezin’ all 
over the place. Of course, 
all they’re doin’ is makin’ 
it easier for other people 
to get sick, not to mention 
how awful it looks to see 
someone else drippin’ out 
of every hole, especially if 
that’s the person servin’ 
up your dinner. 

If that ain’t bad enough, 
there’s the type that don’t 
even bother coverin’ up, 
let alone sayin’ “excuse 
me” before they let rip a 
whole pack of germs all 
over anyone and anything 
unfortunate enough to be 
standin’ nearby.

Just a reminder: man-
ners ain’t just the place 
where the big shots live.

 

The federal election campaign is moving into its 
final week, with many pundits expecting an-
other minority government; the flavour – Con-
servative right now edging Liberal – remains 

up in the air. A common perception sees minority gov-
ernments as weak, maintaining a majority is needed to 
get things done. However, Canadians have been typi-
cally well served by minority governments, which rely 
on wider input and compromise to move forward.

A report released last week by Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives asserts that opinion.

The organization’s Alternative Federal Budget 
branch consulted widely with social groups across the 
country in formulating a report card on the achieve-
ments of Paul Martin’s Liberal minority, which earned 
an overall C grade for “some progress.”

“One of Canada’s most persistent political myths is 
that only majority governments are able to make mean-
ingful change. The reality is frequently the reverse,” 
AFB coordinator Judy Randall said in the report. “Mi-
nority parliaments have often been the most effective 
in terms of achieving real progress for people. 

“Two decades of back-to-back majorities under succes-
sive Conservative and Liberal governments delivered 
largely on the demands of corporate Canada, not the 
broader electorate. That agenda was stalled, at least tem-
porarily, under the minority Parliament of 2004-05.”

The CCPA argues the minority government made 
progress on many policy fronts that put people first, a 
goal espoused by all of the parties, but seldom put into 
play in the same manner when a majority is in place.

Negotiations to maintain support from the NDP 
forced the Martin government to put a brake on its 
rush to cut corporate taxes and redirect that money to 
reducing tuition fees, building affordable housing, im-
proving energy efficiency, and improving protection 
for workers, the group noted.

“Forceful opposition in the House and on the ground 
prompted Paul Martin to reject participation in the 
U.S. ballistic missile defence program and to modestly 
increase foreign aid.

“But much more needs to be done—Canada’s poor keep 
falling further below the poverty line, Medicare is in-
creasingly threatened, and inequality soars as incomes 
become more polarized and tax cuts widen the gap.

“Instead of addressing these issues the Liberal gov-
ernment wants to divert $39 billion of projected ‘sur-
plus’ revenues over upcoming years to tax cuts that 
will go primarily to the well-off and to corporations 
already wallowing in record profits.”

While taking the Liberals to task for what it calls a 
corporate-friendly agenda, CCPA notes the Conserva-
tives have been supportive, and would likely continue 
down that road should they gain control of the House.

The campaign has been rife with progressive an-
nouncements, including the Conservatives jousting 
with the Liberals over who’ll spend the most on day-
care and transfers to the provinces. Few, however, be-
lieve that much will come to pass if either is elected 
with a majority. Traditionally, social spending is a 
priority when a minority government requires the 
support of the NDP, which stands little chance of ever 
governing. The party’s best hope is to win a sizeable 
number of seats, perhaps ensuring neither the Liber-
als nor Conservatives win a clear mandate. 

In Ontario, the NDP’s battle is with the Liberals, 
while the party is much stronger in parts of the west, 
where the Conservatives are the foe. Neither of the 
major parties wants to be dealing with the Bloc and 
its majority of Quebec seats.

Those who see the benefits of a minority government, 
then, will be hoping for something resembling the sta-
tus quo come Jan. 23.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Which election issue is
most important to you?” Brian

Forbes

“I think health 
care [and] edu-
cation ... are the 
main ones. They 
all talk about tax 
breaks. I guess 
everybody wants 
tax breaks.”

Teresa
Weber

“The seniors issue 
– they’re not pay-
ing for half of our 
medication like 
they used to and 
as we get older 
we’re in need 
more not less.”

Salinda
Martin

“Health care is 
my biggest con-
cern because I’m 
a heart patient. 
Being a farmer’s 
wife the farm-
er’s issues are 
big too.”

Susan
Martin

“Education and 
health care.
I want to make 
sure that [my 
children] are get-
ting the best ed-
ucation that they 
can. Health care 
- because we’re 
all aging.”

▼ See TORY page 8
THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN ADDS A LITTLE FUEL TO THE FIRE  

AS WOOLWICH COUNCIL PONDERS CHANGES TO ITS SIGN BYLAW.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

��������

������������������

�������������������
��������������������

Politics out to prove Canada nothing but a boring hunk of snow

Who’s really standing 
up for Canadians?

NO OTHER WEEKLY IN WATERLOO REGION 
PROVIDES AS MUCH OPINION FOR YOU TO 
AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH... PERIOD.OPINIONS WORTH READING. ONLY IN THE OBSERVER.

Imagine an American 
presidential election 
in which Texas – or 

California or New York – 
was on the platform aim-
ing at becoming a new 
country.

And the governor of that 
state would be on a televi-
sion podium beside the 
president, being treated 
as an equal, and support-
ed, of course, by taxpay-
ers’ dollars.

The world would think 
the United States had 
gone mad – which would 
be the only logical conclu-
sion. But in this strange 
country called Canada, 
that is exactly what is 
happening.

There, in the leader-
ship debates, stands 
Gilles Duceppe, argu-
ing with a straight face 
that he wants to break 
up the country. And he 
is treated as an equal, as 
if he were a sane man, 
and gets as much time 
as chaps called Martin, 
Harper and Layton.

Even better, a chap 

called Chrétien, before 
leaving office, brought 
in sensible electoral re-
forms that were aimed 
at cutting down all the 
loot thrown at the Liber-
als and Conservatives 
by corporations for cam-
paign expenses – and of 
course expecting the usu-
al favours in time. And 
also aiming at NDP’s big 
reliance on loot from the 
trade unions.

Chrétien’s reforms 
threw the ball to the 
weary taxpayer, each 
party to receive funds 
from Mother Ottawa for 
their campaign signs and 
coffee parties in relation 
to how many votes they 
received in the previous 
bloodfest.

So, while the other three 
parties – foolish types! – 
have to spread that mon-
ey over 10 provinces and 
three territories in the 
pursuit of votes, Duceppe 
with his Blocheads gets a 
free lunch. All that loot 
can be distributed in just 
distinct Texas, er, Que-

bec, which means it has 
more clout per capita in 
buying votes than these 
three other fools.

Wonder why Canada 
has gone down in inter-
national eyes since the 
glory days of Pearson 
winning the Nobel Prize, 
when we were actually 
regarded as a Middle 
Power, had some weight 
at the United Nations in 
Manhattan and foreign-
ers thought we were sen-
sible people?

Now we have a zoo act 
on the federal scene, the 
Prime Minister pretend-
ing – while sitting at the 
cabinet table for nine 
years as senior minister 
from Quebec – that he 
didn’t know that “adver-
tising” dollars were be-
ing siphoned back into 
Grit pockets.

No wonder the world 

thinks we haven’t grown 
up yet. Just a cold hunk 
of snow.
AND A SECOND 

THING: Readers who are 
over 27 may recall that 
the Globe and Mail, then 
the nation’s only national 
newspaper, used to puzzle 
their patrons with the oc-
casional column by one 
Richard J. Needham.

He was a serious writer 
of those boring editorial 
page editorials that no 
one reads, full of admoni-
tions of what politicians 
“should” and “must” 
do. Then, some brilliant 
mind decided to let him 
loose for a once-a-month 
column meandering all 
about the young ladies 
who had match boxes 
from every motel in 
southern Ontario.

He used to mock his own 
paper which paid his sal-

ary, calling it the Mop 
and Pail, or the Grope 
and Flail. He was a won-
derful read.

The Mop and Pail has re-
cently discovered some-
one of similar genius. He 
is John Doyle, their tele-
vision columnist and, as 
any good columnist, reg-
ularly ranges far abroad 
from what he is supposed 
to be writing about. He 
is Irish of birth, and in 
fact has just published 
a bestseller about what 
it was like growing up 
in a priest-riddled little 
town on that rain-soaked 
isle when American TV 
changed all life.

His Celtic fire was best 
displayed when the jerks 
who run the CBC – hel-
lo there, Rabinovitch 
– locked-out its workers. 
While the slaves walked 
around the ugliest head 
office tower (designed 
by a trendy American 
architect) in Toronto 
with their picket signs, 
the managers snuck in 
through underground 

garages.
Doyle dubbed their sky-

scraper cave “Fort Dork” 
and daily lectured them 
on what idiots they were. 
It was delightful stuff.

He now has a new tar-
get. It is the Fort Dork 
attempt, supposedly sup-
ported by their faceless 
polls, that the Broadcas-
trating Corporation must 
find a younger audience.

My favorite is the young 
man, George Something, 
given an hour in the eve-
ning, the mandatory ear-
rings, the sideburns (out 
of date), with the sloppy 
jeans and sneakers, try-
ing to talk intelligently to 
somebody important in 
the U.S. who thinks, well, 
I guess it really is a large 
hunk of snow.

Or the couple, on CBC 
afternoon radio, that 
rambles on like some-
body caught at the water-
cooler at the office and 
trying to be witty. Doyle, 
I envy you the ammuni-
tion Fort Dork has given 
you.

To the Editor,
I find myself quite be-

mused by the slogan of the 
Conservative Party in this 
election – “Stand up for 
Canada!” They’d love to 
imply that voting Liberal, 
NDP or Green is somehow 
equivalent to abandoning 
this country we all love. 
The arrogance and delu-
sion of their claim to be 
the sole defenders of Can-
ada is tenuous at best.

When has Harper ever 
stood up for Canada? As 
noted in the Dec. 24 edi-
tion of the Observer, he has 
called Canada “European 
welfare state in the worst 
sense of the term.” He’s 
also called us a “second-
tier socialistic country,” 
accused Atlantic Canadi-
ans of being “defeatist” 

and called bilingualism 
an economic disaster. It 
seems he prefers to deni-
grate Canada, its people 
and its traditions, a far 
cry from standing up for 
them.

We also have Harper’s 
record of eagerly working 
alongside the Bloc Quebe-
cois – including, perhaps, 
in a coalition government. 
How is that “standing up 
for Canada”?

The Paul Martin Liber-
als launched the Gomery 
Inquiry to investigate the 
sponsorship program and 
win back funds for the 
taxpayer; comments from 
the Conservative Party 
labeled the commission a 
waste of money.

Was Stephen Harper 
standing up for Canada 
when he went on U.S. 
television and bashed 
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Conservatives aren’t the only party with a “hidden agenda”

Canada for not support-
ing the American inva-
sion of Iraq? Or when 
he announced that he 
was ready to sit idly by 
if Quebec had chosen to 
separate, claiming that he 
doesn’t care whether Can-
ada has one national capi-
tal or four national capi-
tals? Or when he declared 
that Alberta should build 
“firewalls” around itself 
to avoid subsidizing the 
rest of Canada?

Harper insults this 
great nation and his out-
of-whack fiscal policies 
will inevitably harm our 
economy, George Bush-
style. How can he possibly 
claim to be “standing up 
for Canada”?

Mark Johnson
Elmira

Continued from page 7
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not working here
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If you had to think of a 
single catchphrase to 
sum up the 2004 fed-

eral election campaign, 
it would likely be the fol-
lowing two words: hidden 
agenda. The phrase was 
nearly always applied, 
not without justification, 
to Stephen Harper and 
the Conservative Party. 
The Liberals successfully 
played up voters’ fears 
about Harper’s extreme 
social positions to draw 
votes away from the Re-
formatories and, more sig-
nificantly, to scare people 
who wanted to vote NDP 
into holding their nose 
and voting Liberal.

In the last campaign, the 
Conservatives seemed to 
be only too willing to as-
sist the Liberals in paint-
ing a picture of them-
selves as extremists. Even 
though they made an 
effort to downplay their 
more unpopular stances, 
there were a series of inci-
dents in which the party’s 
MP’s and candidates al-
lowed the muzzle to slip 
off, if only for a moment. 
The most publicized ex-
amples included:

• Rob Merrifield calling 
for mandatory counsel-
ling for women seeking an 
abortion;

• Scott Reid advocating 
the effective end of official 
bilingualism;

• Cheryl Gallant arguing 

for the repeal of recently-
passed legislation protect-
ing gays and lesbians from 
hate crimes; 

• Randy White speaking 
openly of his party’s will-
ingness to override the 
Charter of Rights. 

At the time, Harper 
urged candidates to exer-
cise “caution in an elec-
tion campaign about what 
they want to communi-
cate to the public in terms 
of party position.” While 
it wasn’t enough to silence 
everyone, some of his MPs 
clearly got the message. 
“For now, we’ve got to do 
what we’ve got to do to get 
elected,” admitted troglo-
dyte MP Myron Thomp-
son in June 2004.

This time out, the Con-
servatives have been far 
more effective in counter-
ing accusations of having 
a hidden agenda. They’ve 
released new policy ev-
ery day, trying to write 
their own narrative for 
the campaign (a public 
agenda that is more than 
“scary” enough), rather 
than letting Paul Martin 
define them. 

As well, their gag order 
appears to be holding this 
time. Two Halifax can-
didates who attended a 
meeting with opponents 
of same-sex marriage 
refused to tell the media 
what was discussed at the 
meeting. 

“We’ve been told by Otta-
wa that we don’t talk about 
that. That’s a dropped sub-
ject,” Paula Henderson (a 
Conservative campaign 
spokesperson in Halifax 
West) told The Halifax 
Chronicle Herald.

Even the fringe lobby 
groups that are quietly 
counting on Harper to 
implement their agenda 
are playing along. The 
CBC Web site reported 
that Hermina Dykxhoorn, 
president of the Alberta 
Federation of Women 
United for Families (AF-
WUF?), had told them that 
she is “willing to not talk 
about those issues during 
the election if it means 
electing a Conservative 
government.” Meanwhile, 
MPs like Gallant and 
Merrifield have been cu-
riously “unavailable for 
comment” throughout the 
campaign. 

But, let’s not pretend that 
the Conservative Party 
is alone in having a hid-
den agenda. The Liberals 
haven’t exactly proven 
themselves to be complete-
ly forthcoming in what 
they would do in office. In 
fact, they are masters of 
saying one thing and do-

ing another. 
They say they’ll cut 

greenhouse gas emis-
sions, but they said that in 
1993 – and our emissions 
went up by more than 20 
per cent since then. They 
said they’d increase for-
eign aid, and they cut it. 
They said they’d “fix the 
democratic deficit,” but 
they appointed so many 
cronies to patronage po-
sitions that it was easy 
to lose count. They said 
they’d deliver a national 
child care program, but 
they only began to deliver 
on that promise when they 
lost their majority. They 
said they’d “fix health 
care for a generation” and 
“look Ralph Klein in the 
eye and tell him no,” but 
even the prospect of los-
ing a non-confidence vote 
couldn’t make them agree 
to put controls on health 
care privatization. 

According to their cur-
rent TV ad, Paul Martin 

is the “one leader (who) 
will stand up for minori-
ties,” but the Liberal gov-
ernment let Maher Arar 
be tortured in a Syrian 
prison for over a year, and 
are currently holding a 
number of “minority” 
men without charge, and 
without disclosure of any 
evidence against them. So 
much for standing up for 
minorities.

Paul Martin said ear-
lier in this campaign, 
that “we look to the Prime 
Minister to protect the 
Charter. If you won’t pro-
tect the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms then you 
have no business trying 
to become the Prime Min-
ister of Canada.” When it 
was pointed out that more 
than 30 of his MPs and a 
good number of his candi-
dates were openly opposed 
to same-sex marriage, 
Martin said that his high 
standard for protecting 
the Charter applied only 
to Stephen Harper. 

Because the Conserva-
tives are nearly unani-
mous in their opposition 
to basic human rights for 
non-heterosexuals, the 

Liberals tend to get a free 
ride for carrying their 
own band of bigots on both 
their Parliamentary and 
electoral rosters. Hardly 
anyone mentioned, for 
example, that Liberal MP 
Paul Steckle was on the 
same podium in 2004 as 
Conservative MP Cheryl 
Gallant when she made 
her memorable remarks 
on abortion (saying that 
it was “no different” than 
beheadings). Janko Peric, 
the former Liberal MP for 
Cambridge (now seeking 
to return to the House of 
Commons), referred to the 
Conservatives as “dark 
forces,” but few media who 
covered the remarks men-
tioned that Peric held then 
and still holds exactly the 
same draconian views on 
social issues as his Con-
servative opponent.

My point is that anyone 
who finds the Conserva-
tives’ views on social is-
sues to be “scary” definite-
ly shouldn’t be looking for 
refuge with the Liberal 
Party. Exchanging one 
hidden agenda for another 
hidden agenda is hardly a 
solution.

To the Editor,
Again we are having 

an election under the ar-
chaic “first past the post 
system.” It probably made 
sense in the era of horse 
and buggies and party-
line telephones, but in this 
age of modern and instant 
communications, it makes 
a farce of democracy.

We should find out were 
the parties and candidates 
stand on this issue and 
make it part of our voting 
pattern. Proportional rep-
resentation makes for a 
truer democracy and will 
give a forum to the smaller 
parties in the debates and, 
if elected, in Parliament. 
Some of them have valu-

able contributions to make 
with their insights and 
ideas on environmental, 
social and family issues.

We should not listen to 
the fear mongering of 
some of the media, who 
like us to believe that mi-
nority or coalition govern-
ments are always bad for 
the country.

Of course we should not 
be one-issue voters be-
cause there are other im-
portant issues that need 
our energy and money, 
such as the environment, 
more responsible health 
and day care and the erad-
ication of child poverty. 
Although I think that the 
latter, in too many cases, 
has more to do with dys-
functional families and 
moral breakdown than 
with a lack of recourses or 
money.

In the meantime let us 
vote out the present gov-
ernment, which have 
robbed the public purse 
in a fashion that is not ac-
ceptable.

Hilbert Rumph
Drayton

Hands-up if you’re 
struggling with vote

To the Editor,
When it comes to politics, 

I guess that I’m your typi-
cal, educated, partially-
informed, “middle-class 
Joe” who keeps tabs on the 
headlines and the odd po-
litical commentary. Am I 
ever struggling.

We have Paul Martin and 
the Liberals who ousted 
Chrétien, even though 
Canadians had re-elected 
him. Political in-fighting 
resulted in the sponsorship 
scheme being exposed as a 

Soprano-style means of us-
ing public funds to quietly 
undermine the separatist 
cause.

The net result? Separat-
ism has taken off again, 
thank you very much.

Paul Martin was, how-
ever, an excellent finance 
minister under Chrétien 
who took unpopular deci-
sions to balance the bud-
get. His legacy continues 
as the books are still in 
good shape, though he’s 
had a lot of help from oil 
prices. If he gets a majority 
government, will he con-
tinue to be “Mr. Dithers”?

Like many Canadians, 
I simply can’t warm up 
to the egotistical Stephen 
Harper or his largely radi-
cal candidates. I have even 
less respect for his right-
hand man, Peter MacKay, 
who sold out the Progres-
sive Conservative party 
within weeks of becoming 
its leader after running 
on the platform that he 
wouldn’t merge with the 
radicals. I would love to 
see a change of ruling par-
ty (it’s about time), but not 
this one.

Jack Layton? Nice guy, 
but can we afford his poli-
cies? If there’s any time to 
find out, perhaps it’s now 
while we have a budget 
surplus, though I’d really 
like to see more of the sur-
plus pay down the national 
debt rather than expand 
social programs.

This election is a gut-
wrencher for all of us, but 
it’s important that we all 
vote, especially those of 
you who are struggling as 
I am.

Geoff Culley
Heidelberg
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Althea (Lisa) Martin 
and her husband bought a 
home in Elmira last fall, 
they did so with an eye 

on aesthetics. Two months later, she 
opened the home-based Heaven’s Em-
brace Aesthetic Studio.

“I was looking at leasing space, but this 
was more practical for me to start out in 
the house. We decided to buy a new home 
and finish off the basement,” she told the 
Observer, noting they moved to town 
from Waterloo. “I’m excited to see how 
it’s going to grow. Hopefully I’m going to 
grow out of my house eventually.”

The basement studio offers a full range 
of aesthetic treatments, from facials 
and pedicures to nail enhancements, 
waxing, makeup and eyebrow/eyelash 
tinting. Aromatherapy sessions are 
also available.

“I also have a diploma in electrolysis, 
but I’m not offering it yet. I just want to 
see what the demand is for it because 
it’s quite an investment to get a ma-
chine,” she said.

Since opening in November, eyebrow 
waxing the manicures have proven to 
be the biggest attraction for local resi-
dents, she explained.

“I love doing everything, but my favou-
rite thing to do is facials because you 
can see people relaxing. Most people 
need to relax more, [unwind] from their 
days,” Martin said, adding facials also 
provide an opportunity to teach people 
more about skincare. 

Many people, she continued, go out 
and buy good-quality products for their 
skin without knowing if they’re really 

Elmira receives a heavenly touch
Heaven’s Embrace Aesthetic Studio opens shop in town

the right product for them.
A combination of the housing market 

and friendlier living is what brought the 
couple to Elmira, as well as proximity for 
her husband, Cam, to his job in Floradale.

“It’s a nicer family area. This is a nice 
area and the houses are reasonably 
priced, compared to north Waterloo.

“The people of Elmira are really 
friendly. I’ve had some really good cli-
ents come out since I opened in my 
home. I’ve really enjoyed it.”

When they moved in, the basement 
was finished, but not quite ready for the 
studio. But with some paint and other 
improvements they’ve made it a suit-
able space, complete with manicure and 
massage tables, displays and various 
aesthetic devices.

It was a desire to work more closely 
with people that drew Martin to aes-
thetics; her administrative job proved 
to be unfulfilling.

“It was a big career change. I just want-
ed to do something that was interact-
ing with people more,” she said. “I just 
knew I didn’t want to be sitting behind 
a desk pushing papers for the rest of my 
life. This provides me an opportunity to 
interact with people more often and it’s 
also about health and wellness.”

Before opening the home-based stu-
dio, Martin studied at Gina’s College of 
Advanced Aesthetics in Waterloo and 
spent several months working at anoth-
er area spa.

“When I was done school, I wanted 
to get in the field right away because I 
wanted to get the experience,” she ex-
plained. “I went to school with the inten-
tion [to] go out on my own at some point. 
I’ve always wanted to do something in 
an entrepreneurial environment.” RICHARD VIVIAN

Those at the low end of the scale will soon see a jump on their pay-
cheques. As of Feb. 1, minimum wage increases from $7.45/hour to $7.75; 
from $6.95/hour to $7.25 for students. Those figures are set to increase 
by 25 cents more in 2007.

Woolwich plans to overhaul its Web site, making more information avail-
able online. To that end, council this week voted to spend up to $40,000 
with eSolutions Group to provide a new Internet presence. The company 
will also receive $2,400 a year to host www.township.woolwich.on.ca.

The Royal Canadian Legion in Elmira this week received tax-exempt sta-
tus for land it purchased in 2004. The move means it will no longer pay 
property taxes to Woolwich. The organization will receive a refund for 
2004  ($61.34) and 2005 ($104.95). The status is good through 2009.

OUT ON HER OWN Elmira’s Althea (Lisa) Martin recently opened Heaven’s Embrace Aesthetic Studio out 
of her home.
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Kings to pick up assists on breakfast Playoff signings underway in Jr. B Taking the ‘C’ title in Grand  Valley

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Forced to settle for a sin-
gle point last weekend, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 

watched as the top two teams 
in the Mid-Western Junior B 
improved their places in the 
standings. The third-placed 
Kings fell 4-2 to Guelph on 
the road Jan. 5 and battled to 
a 3-3 tie in Orangeville Sat-
urday. 

“We’re disappointed. There 
was four points sitting there 
for us and we only have one,” 
said coach John East. “We’ve 
got to find our stride here 
again. Hopefully we can get 
our injuries back and start 
making our way back so 
we’re ready for playoffs.”

Sunday’s home game 
against the league-leading 
Cambridge Winter Hawks 
was cancelled due to a mal-
function at the Elmira Are-
na. The game had yet to be 
rescheduled at press time.

As the regular season draws 
nearer to a close, Cambridge 
holds 59 points – buoyed by 
an 8-3 win over Owen Sound 
Saturday. The second-place 
Brantford Golden Eagles 
added six points last week, 

One-point 
weekend for 

the Kings
Elmira falls to Guelph, ties Orangeville

defeating Waterloo twice (3-1 
and 8-2) as well as Listowel (6-
5), lifting them to 55 points.

Elmira’s 21-14-1 record and 
43 points puts them in third, 
ahead of Listowel (38 points) 
and Guelph (34 points.).

Visiting Guelph Jan. 5, the 
Kings found themselves try-
ing to battle back from a 4-0 
disadvantage. Scoreless at 
both ends in the first, the 
Dominators found the back 
of Elmira’s net four times in 
the second period.

“I thought we lacked the de-
sire that you need to play. For 
whatever reason, whether it 
was the Christmas break [or 
not], the guys weren’t back 
into the swing of things,” the 
coach suggested.

Mounting a comeback effort 
in the dying minutes of the 
third, the Kings planted two 
on Guelph netminder Thom-
as Dickinson. The first came 
on a power play with 3:43 re-
maining; John McCuaig and 
Alex Sharpe pitched in on a 
John Lunney goal.

With less than 30 seconds to 
go, Zac Bauman officially cut 
Guelph’s lead in half. McCu-
aig and Adam MacDonnell 
provided the helpers.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The teams spent 
more time in the 
penalty box than 

on the ice in the Welles-
ley Applejacks’ aggres-
sive 6-2 win over the 
Hagersville Hawks Jan. 
7. The Jacks were called 
on 18 penalties, spending 
48 minutes in the box. 

The Hawks were no 
angels on the ice, either, 
collecting more time off 
the ice than minutes in 
the game. Hagersville 
was hit for 19 infractions 
totalling 65 minutes in 
off-ice time.

As last year’s league 
champions, Hagersville 
still carries around a 
sense of entitlement, sug-
gested Jacks coach Chip 
Seiling.

“I don’t think they know 

Jacks keep penalty box warm
Wellesley comes out on winning end of rough came at Hagersville

how to lose yet. So they got 
a little out of hand, and we 
dealt with it. The outcome 
is what we’ve been looking 
for all year.”

His cider boys hold first 
place in the Junior De-
velopment League with 
a record of 24-4-2-1 and 51 
points.  

The Jacks were quick 
to get riled up, taking the 
game to the Hawks in their 
own barn. The visitors 
out-shot their host 14-8 in 
the first period, drawing 
first blood with 2:35 left on 
the clock and gracing the 
penalty box three times.

Right-winger Pat Doyle 
led the Jacks’ parade to 
the bin, earning two min-
utes each for holding and 
roughing infractions near 
the end of the first. He was 
sent off three more times 
in the third, the final call 
landing him out of the 

game and into the dress-
ing room

Still, Doyle was not a 
drain on the Jacks’ en-
ergy that night. He proved 
his worth assisting cen-
tre Blake Martin with 
the Jack’s first goal of the 
game and came back in 
second period to assist 
Martin on a power-play 
goal, putting Wellesley 
ahead 2-0.

The second frame saw 
more shots, more goals 
and more penalties. The 
Jacks saw a steady string 
of sinners: centre Mitch-
ell Good (high sticking), 
left-winger Brock Ger-
ber (roughing), defence-
man Alex Erhlick (hold-
ing), defenceman Shawn 
Hannemann (tripping) 
and a re-appearance by 
Litt (slashing).

Still, Hagersville was 
unable to make much of 

the bounty, as the Jacks 
continued to press. Set 
up by Good, Gerber put 
Wellesley up 3-0 at 9:03.

Their hosts didn’t stay 
down for long, rallying to 
out-shoot Wellesley 24-14. 
Bob Nelson got the Hawks 
on the board at 2:56, mak-
ing it 3-1.

The Gerber-Good pair 
were quick to retake the 
momentum from the 
Jack’s feathered foes; with 
left-winger Justin Brem-
ner’s assistance, Gerber 
penetrated the Hawks’ 
net. It was 4-1 when the 
teams went back to their 
locker rooms.

Third-period play saw 
fewer shots and fewer 
chances, as frustrations 
boiled over. The penalty 
box saw the most action 
of all. Out-shot by Hagers-
ville 11-7 over the final 20 
minutes, the Jacks tallied 

where it counted. Three 
minutes in, Litt took ad-
vantage of a power-play 
chance to put Wellesley 
ahead 5-1.

Gerber found himself 
back in the box, the re-
cipient of a 10-minute in-
citing penalty. Two more 
Jacks quickly joined him: 
Bremner was sent in for 
roughing and Doyle was 
sent out of the game with a 
two-minute high sticking 
charge along side a five-
minute fighting penalty at 
13:51.

Defencsemen Chris 
Givlin, Richard Shantz 
and Devitt, along with 
Hannemann, each took 
their turn in the box for 
two-minute stints.  

With Wellesley now 
sporting a 5-1 mark on 
the board, the Hawks 
were frantic to get even, 
one way or another. They 

scored a final power-play 
shot by Mike Anderson at 
3:43, lifting the score 5-2, 
then retired. 

Wellesley finished the 
night off when Tyler 
McKelvey and Darryl De-
vitt fed Matt Miller, who 
buried the rubber at 2:41, 
ending the game at 6-2. 

Hanneman was parked 
on the bench for the third 
time with 49 seconds left 
for fighting.

The Hawks’ Brennan 
Brown and Steve Fox 
were also watching the 
clock all night – being on 
and off the ice more times 
than any Wellesley play-
er with charges ranging 
from high sticking and 
roughing to fighting and 
checking to the head. 

The victory, and his 
players’ ability to stand 
up to the Hawks, pleased 

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Unlike the recent Junior 
tournament, it was a US 
team that claimed brag-
ging rights at an inter-

national Midget hockey match-
up last weekend. Teams from 
Florida, Texas and Indiana laced 
up against seven Ontario teams 
at the St. Clements and Wellesley 
arenas, home Jan. 6-8 to the AE 
International Silver Stick Tour-
nament.

Canada’s reputation for hockey 
greatness was certainly on the 
minds of the families who’d come 
north to take part.

Frank Nelson, chair of the 
Twin Centre Minor Hockey As-
sociation tournament commit-
tee, talked with several U.S. par-
ents who were looking forward to 
watching their boys play against 
the masters.

“Coming up to Canada, they ex-
pect and know they’re going to 
have a tough goal,” he explained. 
“There’s the perception that 
Canadian’s produce good hock-
ey teams – I would agree with 
that.”

Of course, stereotyping the 
sport exists on our side of the 
border as well. 

“The reciprocal of that is that, 
we wouldn’t think of Florida as a 

Crossing sticks 
with the US 
Silver Stick Tournament hosts three American teams 

hockey town,” he said. “Automat-
ically we would assume, ‘how in 
the world could they put togeth-
er a hockey team down there, in 
the land of sunshine and palm 

trees?’”
Yet it was Florida’s team who 

shattered all stereotypes about 
American and Canadian hockey 

DESIREE FINHERT

▼ See CROSS-BORDER page 12 ▼ See KINGS page 13

▼ See COACH page 13

Residents are invited to enjoy breakfast with the Elmira Sugar Kings to-
morrow morning (Jan. 15). The annual event will see the Jr. B players 
serving up the morning meal for patrons at the Elmira Legion on First 
Street between 8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

With the regular season nearing an end, teams in the Mid-Western Junior 
B hockey league are starting to boost their benches. This week, defence 
player were added to the Guelph and Stratford lineups, while Brantford 
added a forward. 

In Grand Valley for a one-day tournament Dec. 29, the Woolwich One 
Peewee LL squad brought home a ‘C’ division title. The team managed 
to bounce back from a first-game loss to claim a pair of victories. Facing 
Shelburne in the finals, Woolwich came out on top 5-4.

RINK RACER Belle River Rink Rats’ Mike Rivait looks for the puck in a race toward the 
Tampa Team Raiders net in a 5-3 loss for Ontario during the AE Silver Stick Tournament 
at the Wellesley Arena Jan. 8. 
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
ATOM MINOR
JAN. 6
• Woolwich 4 Georgetown 4
Goals: Bo Urdil, Jordan King, 
Cody Petrosino, Mackenzie 
Shantz
Assists: Adrian Gilles (2), 
Mackenzie Shantz, Bo Urdil
JAN. 7
• Woolwich 3 Burlington 2
Goals: Adrian Gilles (2), 
Mackenzie Shantz
Assists: Jordan King, Alex 
MacLean, Brady Erb
JAN. 8
• Woolwich 4 Hespeler 2
Goals: Tristen White, Jordan 
King, Owen Griffiths, Bo Urdil
Assists: Mackenzie Shantz (2), 
Alex MacLean (2), Brady Erb, 
Ryan Schinker, Jordan King
JAN. 10
• Woolwich 5 Hespeler 1
Goals: Owen Griffiths, Tristen 
White, Ryan Schinker, Mackenzie 
Shantz, Alex MacLean
Assists: Mackenzie Shantz (2), 
Adrian Gilles, Brady Erb

ATOM LL
JAN. 7
• Woolwich Two 4
   Tavistock Two 3
Goals: Bradley Thomas (4)
Assists: Evan Yantha (2), Luke 
Yaegar (2), Eric Bauman
JAN. 8
• Woolwich Two 3 Beverly 3
Goals: Bradley Thomas (2), 
Evan Yantha
Assists: Marty Metzger

MINOR PEEWEE
JAN. 2
• Woolwich 3 Guelph 2

Goals: Clinton Dechert, Shane 
Young, Logan White
Assists: Andrew Scott, Justin 
Schlupp, Nathan Playford
JAN. 6
• Woolwich 2 Brampton 8
Goals: Brayden Stevens (2)
Assists: Logan White, Patrick 
Quinn
JAN. 7
• Woolwich 1 Brampton 5

PEEWEE AE
Hespeler Minor Hockey 
Olympics  Dec. 28 to 29
DEC. 28
• Woolwich 1 Hespeler 5
Goals: Brandon Nickel
Assists: Ben Mitchell, Alex 
Albrecht
• Woolwich 5 Georgetown 6
Goals: Ryan Bauman (2), Jake 
Martin, Alex Albrecht, Andrew 
Brubacher
Assists: Alex Albrecht, Ryan 
Bauman, Brandon Nickel, Justin 
Martin
DEC. 29
• Woolwich 0 Bradford 4
• Woolwich 4 Mooretown 6
Goals: Ben Mitchell, Matt 
O’Hara, Evan Morrison, Ryan 
Bauman
Assists: Ryan Bauman, Andrew 
Brubacher
JAN. 3
• Woolwich 0 Oakville 2
JAN. 4
• Woolwich 0 Oakville 3

PEEWEE LL
Grand Valley Tournament 
DEC. 29
• Woolwich One 2
   Twin Centre Two 3
Goals: Ben Brown (2)
Assists: Jeff Martin, Myles 

Bartholomew, Issac Frank, 
Brayden Frey
• Woolwich One 3 Tavistock 1
Goals: Issac Frank (2), Jordan 
Moore
Assists: Ben Brown (2), Myles 
Bartholomew, Dan Taylor
• Woolwich One 5 Shelburne 4
Goals: Jordan Moore (3), Ben 
Brown, Brayden Frey
Assists: Jeff Martin (3), Ben 
Brown (2), Jordan Moore, Matt 
Schmidt
JAN. 6
• Woolwich One 8
   Woolwich Two 3
One Goals: Jordan Moore 
(2), Ben Brown (2), Myles 
Bartholomew (2), Brayden Frey, 
Josh Weber
Two Goals: Mitch Robinson, 
Kayla Wilging, Jake Mitchell
One Assists: Josh Weber (2), 
Wendel Yantha (2), Matt Schmidt, 
Tyler Schmidt, Ben Brown, Jordan 
Moore
Two Assists: Christian 
Davenport, Mitch Robinson, Ben 
Meyer
JAN. 7
• Woolwich One 3
   New Hamburg Two 3
Goals: Jordan Moore (3)
Assists: Tim Baker (2), Tyler 
Schmidt
JAN. 8
• Woolwich Two 5 Tavistock 2
Goals: Mitch Robinson (4), Ben 
Meyer
Assists: Morgan MacPhee, 
Christian Davenport, Ben Meyer, 
Matthew Schwindt, David Hahn, 
Jake Mitchell

MIDGET MAJOR
JAN. 5
• Woolwich 3 Erin/Hillsburgh 2

Goals: Brett Van Gerwen, Drew 
Barton, Brent Oliver
Assists: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Drew Barton, Kellen Bolger
JAN. 8
• Woolwich 7 Fergus 1
Goals: Drew Barton (2), Dustin 
Martin, Pat Toronchuk, Brandon 
Rilling Eric Reid, Brett Van 
Gerwen
Assists: Dustin Martin (2), Drew 
Barton, Pat Toronchuk, Eric Reid, 
Cortney Wilson, Ryan Pfisterer, 
Mitch Gelfand

MIDGET MINOR
JAN. 5
• Woolwich 2 Elora 10
Goals: Brock Shoemaker, Dan 
Huber
Assists: Damien Parent (2), Peter 
Menary, Cody Bates
JAN. 8
• Woolwich 1 Oakville 3
Goals: Brock Shoemaker
Assists: Travis Angle

WOOLWICH GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE
JAN. 8
• Woolwich 5 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Jessica Townsend (2), 
Brooke Davenport, Michelle 
Bauman, Taylor Rempel
Assists: Cassandra Tuffnail, 
Jessica Townsend, Natasha 
Playford, Cassidy Bauman, 
Brooke Davenport

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
JAN. 8
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 5
Goals: Carly Bender
Assists: Deanna Mainland, 
Autumn Hergott

ATOM C
JAN. 7
• Twin Centre 4 Mitchell 5
Goals: Ashley Beacom (2), 
Amanda Rose (2)
Assists: Natasha Runstedler 
(2), Jill Sebben, Sarah Bader, 
Mackenzie Van Bargen
JAN. 8
• Twin Centre 1 Mitchell 1
Goals: Jessica Dunbar

ATOM LL
DEC. 28
• Twin Centre 2 Kitchener One 2
Goals: Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn, 
Chantal Cook
Assists: Chantal Cook, Jayme 
Marshall, Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn
DEC. 30
• Twin Centre 2 Waterloo One 4
Goals: Lisa Guenther, Nikki 
Aitcheson-Huehn
JAN. 7
• Twin Centre 2
   Waterloo Three 1
Goals: Megan Smart, Jayme 
Marshall
Assists: Chantal Cook (2), Lisa 
Guenther

PEEWEE B
JAN. 4
• Twin Centre 4 Cambridge 3
Goals: Amber Shewfelt, Megan 
Bott, Carly Labord, Hilary Neeb
Assists: Taylor Caldwell, Jessica 
Finney, Tori Freeman, Madison 
Holman, Leanne Howorth, Carly 
Bender, Hilary Neeb
JAN. 8
• Twin Centre 2 Waterloo 0
Goals: Tori Freeman, Hilary 
Neeb
Assists: Amber Shewfelt, Tori 
Freeman

BANTAM LL
JAN. 8
• Twin Centre 1 Tavistock 1

Goals: Kaitlyn Jantzi
Assists: Carling Cisecki, Becky 
Cornwall

MIDGET C
Woodstock Tournament
Jan. 7 to 8
JAN. 7
• Twin Centre 3 Mt. Brydges 2
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig (3)
Assists: Rachel Van Allen, 
Meggy McTavish, Holly Ogram, 
Emma Brazier, Kirstie Taves
• Twin Centre 3 Southpoint 0
Goals: Meggy McTavish (2), 
Holly Ogram
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig, Shelby 
Smit, Sarah Runstedler, Sharlyn 
Denstedt, Toni Di Benedetto, 
Kirstie Taves
JAN. 8
• Twin Centre 2 Embro 0
Goals: Sharlyn Denstedt, 
Shelby Smit
Assists: Kirstie Taves
• Twin Centre 1 Chesley 0
Goals: Shelby Smit
Assists: Sarah Runstedler
JAN. 9
• Twin Centre 5 St. Thomas 1
Goals: Sarah Runstedler, 
Shelby Smit, Kaytlin Uberig, 
Kendra Schnurr, Emma Brazier
Assists: Kendra Schnurr (2), 
Emma Greer (2), Rachel Van 
Allen, Sarah Runstedler, Lauren 
Howorth, Sharlyn Denstedt

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
JUNIOR
JAN. 7
• Woolwich 8
   Wellington North 5
Goals: Jenna Petker (3), 
Amber Traux (2), Steph Thomas, 
Michelle Lee, Rachelle Ament
Assists: Steph Thomas (5), 
Amber Traux (3)
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Something fishy this way comes
Every now and then 

someone will try 
to dispel the myth 

that fishermen are prone 
to exaggeration. They’ll 
say that fishermen are 
decent, honest folk who 
rarely if ever lie and note 
that the bad reputation for 
honesty is in the past and 
quite probably a result of 
a few unscrupulous ex-
amples of the angling fra-
ternity. If anyone tries to 
tell you this, you can bet 
he’s a fisherman.

Yesterday, in fact, was a 
perfect example of the old 
stereotype in action. My 
buddy Bryn and I got up 
early and went ice fishing 
on a little walleye lake 
not too far from here. 
We were hoping to round 

up a few fish for dinner. 
Instead, all we got was 
soaked. Heavy rains were 
pouring down and the ice 
was wet with ankle-deep 
slush. Worse still, we 
weren’t in a shack.

For the first time in my 
life, I believe I was im-
mersed in more water 
than the fish.

It didn’t take more than 
three or four hours of 
tooth-chattering discom-
fort before we realized 
that maybe, since the 
fish weren’t biting, this 
wasn’t exactly the kind 
of recreational activity 
we had envisioned. Hey, 
we’re not exactly stupid.

So, in the end, we packed 
up our gear and swam 
back to shore. The total 

tally was one rock bass 
caught by yours truly.

But just as we got to 
shore we met some OPP 
officers who were curious 
about the ice and the an-
gling action.

“How was the fishing?” 
one asked, from the heat-
ed and dry comfort of the 
squad car.

Bryn stepped out in 
front and fielded the ques-
tion. “Actually the fishing 
was horrible. It was rain-
ing too hard and the fish 
weren’t active. But I did 
manage to catch one little 

rock bass.”
Before I could correct 

him, the cops drove off.
Now I can’t blame Bryn 

for taking all the glory – 
most expert anglers would 
do it in a heartbeat. But 
that’s the first time I’ve 
seen it done so blatantly in 
front of the fellow whose 
fished was claimed. And, 
he perpetrated this lie 
to representatives of the 
Crown, no less.

After they left, Bryn 
looked at me sheep-
ishly and said, “sorry, I 
couldn’t help it.”

And I guess that is 
part of the angling sick-
ness. Angler’s need to 
exaggerate or even lie so 
other people won’t think 
they’re mentally unsta-
ble. Sad as it may seem, 
I could see Bryn’s point. 
By saying that he caught 
a single rock bass, which 
we threw back by the 
way, his stoic endurance 
of a sleet storm and quite 
possibly hypothermia 
was suddenly justified. 
I, on the other hand, was 
merely crazy.

I’m sure a young and 
upcoming psychiatrist 
could make an entire ca-
reer out of this study. 

In any case, after that in-
cident we went to lunch, 
warmed up, and since 

the day had cleared off, 
went to another lake to 
fish for lake trout. Bryn 
and I managed to catch 
one each, not to mention 
a few perch.

Later that afternoon, we 
pulled into my driveway 
and unloaded all my gear. 
Then Bryn drove off.  

My wife Carol greeted 
me at the door and asked 
about my day. I chuckled 
and then proceed to tell 
her about Bryn and the 
rock bass. 

“That’s pathetic,” she 
snickered.

“Yes it is,” I replied.
“So what did you catch?” 

she asked.
“That rock bass, some 

perch, and … two lake 
trout,” I replied.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The trip to Wood-
stock proved to be 
well worth the ef-

fort for the Twin Centre 
Midget ‘C’ Hericanes last 
weekend. The girl’s hock-
ey squad went undefeated 

Midget Hericanes earn their first gold
First-year team takes Woodstock tournament finals

to take their first tourna-
ment gold.

“The girls were ecstat-
ic – many of them had 
never won a tournament 
before,” coach Bernie 
Howorth said. “A hand-
ful of our senior Midgets 
had been the bridesmaid 
many times. They had 

commented a couple of 
times in the dressing 
room that it would be nice 
to win a tournament.”

Not only did they win it, 
they did so in impressive 
fashion, allowing only 
two goals against in four 
games while racking up 
nine in their favour. Both 

goals against came in 
their first game.

“We were actually down 
2-0 in that game and 
came back to win it in 
the last couple of min-
utes,” he said of the 3-2 
win over Mount Brydges. 
“I think our girls gained 
confidence after the first 

victory.
“Then they didn’t score 

a goal on us for the rest 
of the tournament,” the 
coach added, pointing 
to goaltender Hannah 
Redekop’s performance 
between the pipes. “She’s 
a topnotch goalie. … She 
was just tremendous.”

The Hericanes went on 
to shutout Southpoint 3-0 
and Embro 2-0, earning 
them a spot in the finals 
against Chesley. That 
game ended with Twin 
Centre on the positive 
side of a 1-0 finish.

“The girls, as I said 
▼ See GIRLS page 12
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VOTE EARLY ADVANCE POLLS ARE OPEN FROM
NOON TO 8PM ON JANUARY 13, 14 AND 16.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A trio from Welles-
ley will suit up 
with the McCon-

nell Conference squad 
later this month, during 
the Junior Development 
League all-star game in 
Lucan. Along side their 
regular season competi-
tors, they’ll take on the 
best the Yeck conference 
has to offer in the Jan. 21 
showcase challenge.

Chosen to represent 
the Applejacks were cen-
tre Scott Hustwitt – the 
team’s leading scorer 
– defenceman Richard 
Shantz, and goaltender 
Andrew Brown. Hustwitt 
has 21 goal and 26 assists 
(47 points) so far this sea-

Jacks send three to Jr. D all-star game
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Leading the league, coach Seiling to join the boys behind the bench
son.

“They’ve been main-
stays with our club here 
for the last couple years 
and they’re coming into 
their own. We’re real 
proud to send them. 
We hope they enjoy the 
evening because that 
night’s for the play-
ers themselves,” com-
mented Wellesley coach 
Chip Seiling, who’ll be 
behind the bench when 
his players take to the 
ice. “I get to go as a fan 
to watch what the rest 
of the league can do,” he 
said, crediting the team’s 
performance all season 
for his chance to coach at 
the all-star game. “It’s to-
tally relative to how well 
the kids have played this 
year. They’ve bought into 

our system and kept us in 
first place.”

The Jacks lead both 
the conference and the 
league with 51 points on 
the season. 

Trainer Jamie Hartung 
of Wellesley will also 
take part in the all-star 

match-up. Rounding out 
the McConnell confer-
ence coaching staff are 
assistant coach Norm 
Stefan and trainer Andy 
Always, both from the 
second-place Delhi Trav-
ellers (49 points).

“It’s a big night for the 

whole league. … It’s a 
good celebration,” league 
convener Wayne Smith 
told the Observer. 

“Usually there’s six or 
seven scouts at this func-
tion,” he added, noting 
they come from the On-
tario Hockey League, Ju-

nior B, universities and 
other divisions.

The Jacks players will 
suit up along side skat-
ers from Delhi, Burford, 
Port Dover, St. George, 
Hagersville, Ayr, Lang-
ton and Tavistock. Their 
competition on the Yeck 
conference squad consists 
of North Middlesex, Ex-
eter, West Lorne, Lucan, 
Thamesford, Belmont, 
Mount Brydges, Mitchell 
and Lambeth players.

Lambeth coach Mike 
Herman will stand be-
hind the Yeck bench, 
joined by assistants Dale 
Howard of Exeter and 
Dale Schram of North 
Middlesex. Their train-
ers are Keith Gore of 
Lambeth and Exeter’s 
Dennis Pfaff.

SCOTT HUSTWITT RICHARD SHANTZ ANDREW BROWN

to them in the dressing 
room, they sure did us 
proud … by their sheer 
determination. They kept 
their shifts short, played 
their positions … and 
hustled hard. It was a 
strong team effort,” Ho-
worth said, noting the 
entire team took part in 
the tournament, a rarity 
in organized sports, as 
players often have mul-
tiple obligations. 

“All the girls contrib-
uted.”

This is the first year 
Twin Centre has dressed 
a Midget rep squad; play-
ers either skated in the 
houseleague last season 
or graduated from Ban-
tam rep. The move has 
proven to be a success-
ful one, as they currently 

Girls feast on 
first taste of 
tourney gold

hold third-place in the 
Southwest Girls Hockey 
League.

A day after returning 
home from Woodstock, 
they marked another one 
in the ‘W’ column, this 
time against first-placed 
St. Thomas. 

“It’s ironic what the psy-
chology of the game will 
do to you,” Howorth said. 
“St. Thomas hadn’t lost a 
game all year … and our 
girls came roaring out 
there, got a 3-0 lead and 
ended up winning the 
game [5-1].

“The girls are just on a 
roll. This will certainly 
give us momentum as we 
finish off the season and 
head into the playoffs,” 
added said, noting the 
regular season wraps up 
early next month.

Continued from page 11

teams when the Tampa 
Team Raiders downed 
the Bell River Rink Rats 
3-5 at the Wellesley arena 
Jan. 8.

The tournament was 
close to having an Ameri-
can-Canadian consolation 
game as well, which would 
have fulfilled Nelson’s 
tournament dreams. But 
those hopes were dashed 
when Indiana’s Evans-
ville Thunder lost their 
final match to Oshawa.

Instead it was Orillia 
Terriers who bested New 
Tecumseh 3-2, seven min-
utes into overtime. 

“They were just a couple 
of minutes away from go-
ing into a shootout, so it 
was really close competi-
tion,” said Nelson. “It was 
neck-and-neck right down 

Cross-border hockey action
Continued from page 10

to the last couple of min-
utes when Orillia got the 
final goal.”

The international lineup 
was a positive change 
from last year’s all-Cana-
dian showing. It also made 
for exhilarating hockey.

“It was great for the 
Canadian boys and also 
for the parents,” Nelson 
told the Observer. “It was 
very exciting for a lot of 
Canadian minor-hockey 
youths, who are normally 
playing just other Ca-

nadian boys, to come to 
our tournaments and see 
what it’s like to play cen-
ters like Tampa and Dal-
las – places you wouldn’t 
think would be able to 
have much of a hockey 
program, if any.”

DESIREE FINHERT

TETE-A-TETE Belle River Rink Rats’ Sean Vande Linder faces Tampa Team Raiders’ Alex Vandermerwe in a 
5-3 loss for Ontario Midwest in the AE International Silver Stick Tournament Jan. 8. 
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Shots on net reached 
28 for both teams; Blake 
Scherer and Trevor Van 
Wyck shared Elmira’s 
netminding duties.

On the road again Sat-
urday, the Kings jumped 
out to an early lead but 
couldn’t keep the last-
place Crushers at bay. 
Before the final buzzer 
blew, Orangeville tied 
it up at 3-3, giving each 
team a point in the stand-
ings.

Elmira dominated puck 
control, putting 60 shots 
on Crushers netminder 
Andrew Jackson, more 

Kings look to secure spot in standings
than double the amount 
faced by Van Wyck. In-
juries prevented several 
players from hitting the 
ice, leaving the Kings 
with a short roster for 
the game.

“The effort was there,” 
East said, adding it was 
the Jackson who stopped 
Elmira from taking the 
win. “He was outstand-
ing. … You run into hot 
goaltenders every now 
and again. It probably 
wasn’t be best time for it 
for our sake.

“We played a pretty 
sound game, all things 
considered.”

Travis Martin – from 
Bauman and Ryan Zehr 
– got the scoreboard 
started at 4:54 in the first 
period. But it didn’t take 
long for the Crushers to 
even things out after in-
termission; they got one 
past Van Wyck just 1:47 
into the second frame.

Bauman marked his 
second and final point 
for the night with a pow-
er play goal with 5:10 re-
maining in the period. 
Chad Swartzentruber 
and Sharpe recorded the 
assists.

The Crushers, however, 
would put one more past 

the goal line before the 
frame was finished; the 
2:03 tally sent the teams 
to their respective dress-
ing rooms with a 2-2 tie.

Both squads would nail 
one more in the third. 
Elmira’s goal came from 
the stick of Adam Love at 
16:10, from Brock Zinken. 
The Orangeville marker 
followed less than two 
minutes later.

Stalled at 3-3, the noth-
ing was decided in over-
time.

This weekend the Kings 
face home and away 
games against Owen 
Sound. Results from last 
night’s (Jan. 13) road 
game weren’t known at 
press time. The home 
game takes to the ice to-
morrow evening, start-
ing at 7 p.m.

Continued from page 10

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The milder temper-
atures that have 
wreaked havoc 

on outdoor rinks paid 
a visit of sorts to the 
Elmira Arena, forcing 
the cancellation of last 
weekend’s Sugar Kings 
home game, among oth-
ers.

Sometime between the 
evening of Jan. 7 and 
the following morning, 
the arena’s main water 
pump and its backup 
system failed. The ice 
surface had started 
melting when atten-
dants discovered the 
problem Sunday. 

Crews attempted to 
lower the ice tempera-
ture by alternating dry 
scrapes with cold floods, 
but chunks of ice contin-
ued to break out of the 
rink’s surface, facility 

Melting ice scraps 
Kings-Hawks match
Water pump and backup system fail at Elmira Arena

manager Richard Hoover 
reported. Ultimately, 
the decision was made 
to scratch the Junior B 
match-up between Elmi-
ra and the Cambridge 
Winter Hawks.

“We couldn’t have them 
skating on ice that soft,” 
Hoover told the Observer. 
“Obviously, guys of that 
caliber really cut the ice 
up, even when it’s good. 
We just felt it was an un-
safe condition.”

Flanking the Kings-
Hawks’ match, the old-
timers’ hockey league 
was due to practice and 
an adult skate was sched-
uled. Both were cancelled 
when the rink closed for 
five hours.

Hoover is looking into 
why the backup system 
didn’t switch on when the 
main pump failed.

Currently the main 
pump is “jury-rigged” 
into working order, but 

the back up may need re-
placing.

“We’ve decided to re-
wind the one that we 
have,” said Hoover. “It’s 
obviously cheaper.”

Management at the are-
na is carefully balanc-
ing their finances while 
awaiting the arrival of a 
new multi-use rec. facil-
ity, currently slated for 
2008.

“As with everything 
here, we sort of are bid-
ing our time trying to get 
through until the new 
complex that’s coming 
– so we’re reluctant to 
spend a lot of money on 
new equipment that we 
know is not going to last 
much longer … we’re not 
going to be here much 
longer,” he said. “It’s 
kind of, constantly try-
ing to make sure that 
everything’s running 
smoothly and running 
efficiently.”

Seiling.
“Saturday, the boys were 

great. They executed ev-
erything we had to ex-
ecute in the last couple of 
months and it just all came 
together in one night.”

The 6-2 victory comes af-
ter a 5-1 win over Port Do-
ver Jan. 6.

The Jacks lace up next 
against Burford tonight 
(Saturday) at 7:30 p.m.

Coach pleased
Continued from page 10
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

Vandermarel Trucking is growing again.

w w w . v a n d e r m a r e l t r u c k i n g . c a

Experienced 
Flatbed Drivers

Reliable and professional, you have a minimum of one year of flatbed driving
experience, a valid AZ driver’s licence, and a clean driver’s abstract and criminal
record check. We offer up to 45 cents per mile or approximately $70,000+ per year
and a signing bonus of $1,000 after six months.

Our drivers enjoy an excellent bonus and benefit plan and will be home weekly. We
pay for all picks, drops, and tarping! Interested? Please contact:

Calvin, Vandermarel Trucking, Fergus
Phone 1-800-263-0621 ext. 232 

Fax: 519-843-4111  e-mail: calvin@vandermareltrucking.ca

We are also hiring Class A Truck Mechanics!

HELP WANTED

WORSHIP
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S P A S A M I R S I T S E L F
L A N E L A B I A C O L L I E
U N A S P I R I N G E N A B L E
I D E A S I D S C I V E T S
C O M M I T T E E S T A G E
E R I E R A M Q O P H M O B
S A C O I L S U N S T R O K E

E L K S H I N O M I T
B O N D E D W A R E H O U S E

A U L D H E L M B A T
D R E S S C O D E F O R P E A
O N O H A T E S I M S L A T

R O B I N R E D B R E A S T
C A S A V A H A G A N N I E
O P E N E R L I M E S T O N E S
M E A G R E E N A T E R E S T
A R R E S T K E N Y A A R T S

Elmira
Community
Church

Starting something new
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www.elmiracommunity.org
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HELP WANTED

A Meaningful Career. Get 
paid for helping families 
solve financial problems. 
High earnings potential. 
Set your own hours. For 
more information call Helen 
Schuck, 748-4402 or 580-
6991 (cell).

AZ-DZ Drivers Needed. 
Local and long distance. 
Competitive wages, good 
benefit package. Call Thur 
Transport, (519)589-3881.

Licensed Diesel Truck 
mechanic. Day shift, good 
benefit package. Call Thur 
Transport, (519)589-3881

Food Production Plant 
now accepting applications. 
F/T days and afternoons. 
Apply in person at: Lash-
brook Produce, 115 Bon-
nie Crs., Elmira, Ontario. 
(519)669-4597.

Part-Time Sales Help re-
quired. Apply to Shadetree 
with resume. 1381 King St. 
W., St. Jacobs. 664-1877.

HELP WANTED

Start With Primerica, a 
subsidiary of Citigroup, and 
build a new career in Finan-
cial Services. Full or part-
time. Training provided. Call 
496-7200 for an interview.

Thirteen People Wanted 
to work from home. www.
incomefromhome.ca

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Cleaning La-
dies available. Elmira, St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements and 
surrounding areas. Refer-
ences available. 669-3231.

Tony’s Handyman Ser-
vice. Small home renova-
tions, yard and building 
maintenance. reasonable 
rates. References available. 
Please call 669-8802.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Math Tutor. 20+ years exp. 
teacher. Prepare for exams 
or keep up in semester 2. 
Call 669-8832.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Live Out Nanny required 
to care for 3 small chil-
dren. Elmira area. Must 
have experience - driver’s 
license preferred. Excel-
lent wages and vacation. 
Call (519)669-1737 or email 
williams0528@sympatico.
ca

FOR SALE

Captain’s Bed - Brand new. 
Oak front, without mattress. 
New $520; sell $300. 698-
0054.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Industrial Sewing Ma-
chine. Single needle, com-
plete with table, chair and 
light. Excellent working con-
dition. $350. Call (519)635-
7640.

FOR SALE

January Clearance Plus 
4-9 year bonus warranty on 
many stock fridges, wash-
ers, freezers, ranges. Very 
limited quantities. Walters 
Appliance 669-2007.

PlayStat ion 1 with 11 
games and three control-
lers. Excellent condition. 
$75. Call 669-1967.

Potatoes: Red and Yellow. 
$10.00 for 75 lb; $8.00 for 
50lb; $5.00 for 20lb; $3.00 
for 10 lb. 1183 Northfield 
Dr. E, Conestogo. Solomon 
Martin, 664-1471.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bird Cage for sale with 
storage stand. Medium size, 
grey, green, mauve. $50. 
669-8349.

Monitor 14” $10; monitor 
16” $20. Call 699-4019.

Skates, Kids ice skates by 
Micron, easy to put on and 
no laces. Size 12/13. $20. 
(519)569-7781.

PETS

MEGAMUTTS Personal-
ized Puppy Class begins 
January 25th - mix of group 
sessions and in-home train-
ing. Six weeks, $195.00. 
First six registrants only. 
Call Holly Teahen 669-8167, 
evenings.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Dodge Stratus, only 
131,000 kms, safetied and 
e-tested. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

You just proved Classified 
ads work. Why not adver-
tise your product or service 
where the readers are, in 
Woolwich & Wellesley’s #1 
weekly news source, Wool-
wich Observer. 669-5790.

2000 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport - 2 w/d, 6 cyl, auto. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lar-
edo 4X4, very nice, 6 cyl., 
97,600 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2005 Chrysler Pacifica, 
fully equipped, only 29,300 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2005 Grand Caravan - Sto 
& Go! with rear heat & air, 
only 39,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2005 Sebring Plus. Only 
34,500 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 1 bedroom, Feb. 
1. $460.00 plus. 669-5431, 
evenings 669-8074.

Find a new place to hand 
your hat in Obeserver ’s 
Classifieds. Just check out 
Rental & Real Estate listings 
every week!

St. Jacobs - One bedroom, 
partly furnished, 1 mature 
non-smoker, parking, pri-
vate entrance, upstairs of 
home. References required, 
no pets. $485/month. 664-
2114.

REAL ESTATE 
WANTED

Wanted - Land. Approx. 1 
acre, within 35 minutes of 
Guelph. Prefer residential 
zoning,or potential for it; 
reasonable access to hydro; 
minimal GRCA issues. No 
new subdivision lots, thanks. 
Must site my home facing 
South. Slope from West to 
East or from North to South 
very desirable. WILL PAY 
FULL PRICE CASH ON 
CLOSING (prefer within 30 
days) for suitable lot. Con-
tact (519)827-9276.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753 info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

Clean out your closets for

FREE
(And earn some
extra $$ while
you’re at it)

Private “FOR SALE” items under $50 
are FREE* to list and sell in Woolwich 
Observer. Call 669-5790 x106 and 
leave a message with your ad today!

* Limit 1 item per household per week. 
Listing must contain exact price.
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CRANE RENTALS
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  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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GLASS INSTALLATION

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION
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PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

COMPUTER CONSULTING
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                               If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

January 4
11:26 PM A passing driver reported 

seeing a steer running loose around 
the Ontario Livestock Exchange on 
King Street in St. Jacobs. The animal 
was last seen heading into a bush 
area at Wagner’s Corner. A police 
search failed to locate the steer. At 
press time, it had yet to be found.

January 5
12:39 AM Police responded to the 

St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market on Weber 
Street in St. Jacobs after a break-in 
was reported. Upon arrival, police 
discovered a broken window and an 
open door. While at the scene, a vehi-
cle was seen leaving the area with its 
lights off and a short pursuit ensued. 
The vehicle – reported stolen from a 
Waterloo address – ultimately evad-
ed police. A canine unit was called 
in to inspect the market, but no one 
was inside. Nothing was reported 
stolen. The incident is believed to 
be unrelated to a steer getting loose 
earlier in the night.

3:41 PM Two Elmira women were 
involved in a collision on King Fish-
er Drive. The women were revers-
ing from separate driveways when 
they struck. There were no injuries. 
Damage was described as minor. 
No charges were laid.
11:03 PM Icy road conditions 

were blamed for a single-vehicle 
collision on Arthur Street North. A 
Kitchener woman was northbound 
when she lost control and struck a 
hydro pole. Her vehicle sustained 
moderate damage, but the pole 
remained intact. There were no in-
juries. No charges were laid.

January 7
6:33 AM A slippery patch of road 

also proved to be troublesome 
for a Waterloo man on Northfield 
Drive, near Jigs Hollow Road. He 
lost control and hit a ditch after 
entering a snow-covered area. 
Damage was described as severe. 
There were no injuries, and no 
charges.

5:34 PM A young driver was in-
volved in a single-vehicle collision 
on Herrgott Road in St. Clements. 
The boy lost control and struck a 
fence at St. Clements School. There 
were no injuries. The vehicle suf-
fered moderate damage. Charges 
weren’t laid.
6:24 PM Vandals attracted police 

to a Mill Street, Elmira residence, 
where a satellite dish was pulled 
off a house. There are no suspects.
8:06 PM No injuries were report-

ed after a vehicle struck a hydro 
pole and flipped over on Benjamin 
Road, near Martin Creek Road. The 
driver reported losing control on an 
icy section of road. A transformer 
was knocked from the hydro pole 
– a Waterloo North Hydro crew was 
called in for repairs. Damage was 
described as moderate. There were 
no charges.

January 9
10:13 AM Tracks in the snow 

prompted a Sawmill Road, Con-

estogo resident to call police. This 
marked the fourth time he’d found 
footprints around his home. The 
complainant suggested the suspi-
cious activity has taken place in the 
early morning hours. There are no 
suspects.
3:57 PM Unknown culprits made 

off with a pickup truck cap from 
a Katharine Street residence, near 
Meadowbrook Place. Sometime 
overnight, the cap was taken from 
the back of a truck parked in the  
driveway. Police have no suspects.
5:24 PM A residential break-in 

was reported on Conestogo’s Flax 
Mill Drive. Sometime during the 
day, a basement door was pried 
open and the home was rummaged 
through. Miscellaneous items were 
taken. Police recovered fingerprints 
at the scene. There are no suspects.
5:39 PM A St. Jacobs man report-

ed his pickup truck missing. Away 
from home for about two weeks, 
he told his girlfriend’s son he could 

borrow the truck. When he arrived 
home, he discovered both the truck 
and his girlfriend’s son were miss-
ing. Two days later, when neither 
had returned, the truck was re-
ported missing. It’s uncharacteristic 
for the son to leave in this manner, 
police noted.
9:27 PM Unable to pay a taxi fare, 

a man of no fixed address was ar-
rested by police on Elmira’s First 
Street. He was charged with ‘trans-
portation fraud’ and held for a bail 
hearing.

January 10
10:09 AM An Arthur resident re-

ported their wallet was stolen while 
at Elmira Pool on Ernst Street. The 
wallet – carrying cash and a credit 
card – was taken from their coat 
pocket on Jan. 8. Subsequently, the 
credit card was used in Brampton. 
There are no suspects.
10:25 AM An act of overnight 

vandalism took police to a Porch 
Light Drive residence in Elmira. 

This was the fourth time varsol was 
poured over tiles, damaging them. 
There are no suspects.
11:30 PM A break-in at a Bonnie 

Crescent, Elmira business resulted 
in $12,000 of missing and/or dam-
aged merchandise. Responding to 
an alarm, police arrived to find the 
front door had been pried open. 
There are no suspects.
11:49 PM Road conditions again 

played a role in a single-vehicle col-
lision, this time on Crowsfoot Road, 
near Maryhill Road. The driver, who 
was taken to hospital with minor 
injuries, lost control on an ice patch 
and entered a ditch. Damage to the 
vehicle was moderate. No charges 
were laid.

January 11
3:18 AM A stolen vehicle was in-

volved in a collision on King Street, 
near Lobsinger Line. The vehicle 
destroyed a roadside sign and was 
subsequently recovered by police. 
There are no suspects.



16    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • JANUARY 14, 2006

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81

82 83 84

85 86 87

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

©2005 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

ACROSS 
1. Request a response
5. Adds to the end
12. Pair
15. Face, B.A., Murdoc 
and Hannibal
17. Exclaimation to 
draw attention to an ap-
proaching danger
18. To make a mistake
19. Much (Often musi-
cal usage)
20. Vegetable - regular 
pizza topping
22. Uninterrupted and 
continuing indefinitely
24. Travels from A to B
25. Ever (Old English)
26. An affirmative re-
sponse
27. An elderly unmar-
ried woman
30. First sign of  Spring
32. Once more (syn)
34. Suggestive of  the su-
pernatural
35. An event that hap-
pens
38. Russian empire (ab-
brev.)
41. A health resort
42. Having removed 
clothing
47. Singing over record-
ed music in bars
50. Home of  Lepre-
chauns
51. A substance be-
lieved to cure all ills
52. Select as an alterna-
tive, choose instead
54. A single undivided 
entity or whole
55. Lacking brilliance
60. Dinner selection
64. Having the charac-

teristics of  bees
65. A fastener for a door 
(used in conjunction 
with a padlock)
68. Inflexibly en-
trenched
70. Animal “hair”
71. Duke of  Hazzard car 
was General ___
73. An Indian side dish 
of  yogurt and chopped 
cucumbers and spices
74. Capable of  seeing a 
great distance
77. Resulting from the 
process of  bringing 
ideas or events togeth-
er in memory or imagi-
nation
81. Shovel for digging in 
the garden
82. Exclaimation usual-
ly proceded by ‘golly’
83. A small ring
84. The quality of  some-
one’s voice
85. A radioactive trans-
uranic element
86. Medieval artillery 
hauls large stones
87. Proofer’s mark to 
correction or deletion

DOWN 
1. Also known as Chi-
na grass
2. Pot smoker
3. Shoe-fastener
4. Top of  the head
5. Aquatic plantlife 
lacking true stems and 
roots
6. Publications of  a 
prurient nature
7. Someone who writes 
poems

8. Increase, enlarge or 
lengthen (Old English)
9. Absence of
10. To open (archaic)
11. Radio shock-jock
12. Transfer power to 
someone
13. Tubes connecting 
kidney to urinary blad-
der
14. Planetarium con-
sisting of  an apparatus 
that illustrates the rela-
tive positions and mo-
tions of  bodies in the 
solar system
16. Art made from de-
signs of  small pieces of  
coloured stone or glass
21. Affected manners 
intended to impress
23. Popular US boy 
group ‘N___
27. Envelope with in-
formation to mail it 
back to yourself
28. What a voodoo doll 
needs
29. Bring upon oneself
31. Bleach
32. Co-founder of  Dad 
movement in Zurich, 
also an sculptor, painter 
and poet
33. Cereal made of  
rolled oats
36. Has a function
37. Between northeast 
and east
38. Hawaiian guitar
39. Pharmacological 
term for salt
40. __ Lanka
43. Detective’s seek 
these
44. Local Area Network

45. Black tropical 
American cuckoo
46. Insecticide banned 
in US since 1972
48. A kind of  paint 
used by artists
49. A pen for livestock 
in southern Africa
50. Possessive form 
of  “it”
53. A humorous play on 
words
56. An accountant 
needs this
57. Young goat
58. In the way indi-
cated
59. Hardest to find
60. Illusory and unat-
tainable
61. Rubs out
62. Sounds
63. Archaic word for to
66. Capable of  being in-
fluenced or formed
67. Intended recipient 
of  a message
69. Seeds of  this tree 
are root of  chocolate
70. Small metal bar 
across the neck of  a 
guitar
72. Eliminate from the 
body
74. A set of  related re-
cords
75. To declare as true
76. A long narrative 
poem telling of  a hero’s 
deeds
78. A hotel providing 
overnight lodging
79. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
80. A suddent abrupt 
pull

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED
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CARPET CARE
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• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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ELECTRICIAN
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TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:  4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50 • 8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.

• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  

• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.
IT
LASTS 
LONGER!
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Region solicits comments on museum plan Preparing for class early Taking a walk through tavern history
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Four polished one-act plays are 
due to hit the high school’s stage 
despite a few overworked mem-
bers. 

The biggest issue in the production of 
the First-Ever One-Act Play Festival 
at EDSS has been sharing the cast and 
crew members 
among its four 
plays as well 
as other school 
programs and 
regular class 
work. 

Some 50 stu-
dents involved 
are so dedicat-
ed to the festi-
val that many 
of them are 
pulling double 
duties and try-
ing on different 
hats.  

The mid-Janu-
ary festival fea-
tures four plays 
over two nights as an outlet for the 
school’s eager actors. 

Raising Eyebrows is the only comedy 
in the pack – co-written and directed 
by students John Wilson and Anthony 
Damio to be a physical comedy without 
being slapstick.

Instead, the humour is focused on fa-
cial expressions, coincidences, props 
and a whirlwind of entrances and exits 
by a mix of characters with conflicting 
personalities. 

“Mayhem just takes place,” said Wil-
son of the chaos surrounding a strug-
gling writer who is frantically trying 
to finish her novel. In an act of despera-
tion the writer invites friends over to 
help break her writer’s block.

“I think people are going to enjoy it 
because we have very basic characters. 

Drama 
students 
up front

EDSS actors make collective 
effort in staging school’s 
first one-act play festival

▼ See DRAMA page 20

The Christmas Tyme Parade 
Committee of Wellesley ex-
tends a special “Thank You” 
to the Wellesley Lions Club 
and all community mem-
bers who contributed time, 
effort, and/or monetary as-
sistance.
With your generosity, the 
success of our parade was 
enjoyed by many families 
and friends in the Spirit of 
Christmas.

Marg Runstedler
Parade Chairperson

Thank You

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Working behind the scenes 
on numerous Wellesley 
initiatives, Marg Runst-
edler isn’t used to having 

the spotlight shine in her direction. 
But that’s exactly what will happen 
next month when the Wellesley Board 
of Trade officially recognizes her as 
its 2005 Citizen of the Year.

A resident of the village for 27 years, 
Runstedler is a longstanding member 
of the Apple Butter and Cheese com-
mittee and the Horticultural Society. 
She’s also been involved with local 
minor sports.

“What impressed me the most … is 
she’s taken a lot of initiative to do new 
things,” board member Joe Nowak 
said, referencing her efforts to orga-
nize last year’s Wellesley Idol com-
petition, the resurrected Christmas 
Tyme in Wellesley parade and the up-
coming Art in the Park event. 

“You can just go on and on about 
this lady and the time she’s put into 
the community. She’s got a very, very 
strong sense of community.”

Runstedler was chosen as this year’s 
recipient during the Jan. 4 board 
meeting. She’ll be formally honoured 
during the group’s annual Valentine’s 
Ball Feb. 10.

“She wants the best for Wellesley. 
She’s more than willing to put in the 
time and the effort to come up with 
ideas and make them work with a 
committee, which is not always the 
easiest thing in the world,” explained 
BoT treasurer Terry Dennerley. 

“We’re always … looking for people 
who exemplify the community spirit 
that this award is given in. We have 
lots of people who volunteer for vari-
ous things, but we try to find someone 
who has gone over and beyond the av-
erage volunteer.

“Without volunteers, a place like 
Wellesley would die.”

It was up to Nowak to call Runst-
edler after the meeting to share the 

Runstedler sets a 
shinning example
Wellesley Board of 

Trade names its 
Citizen of the Year

good news, as she’s not a member of the 
board.

“She was almost embarrassed. She said 
‘I don’t do this for recognition.’ I said to 
her ‘I think this is long overdue with 
you,’” he shared, suggesting the award 
helps show volunteers their efforts are 
appreciated. “I think that’s important.”

The annual award, he added, also acts 
as a means of encouraging others to 
take a more active role in their commu-
nity.

“I was kind of shocked [to learn of the 
honour]. I’m not one to be in the fore-
front. I like to stay in the background,” 
Runstedler told the Observer. “I guess 

it feels good that people appreciate 
what you’re doing.”

For the most part, she noted, it’s the 
interaction with people that keeps 
her contributing, adding “you have 
to have something to do.

“It’s a nice community and you like 
to have things going on. If we don’t 
keep things moving, with all the 
people coming in, they’ll go other 
places,” she said, referencing a resi-
dential growth spurt the village is 
currently experiencing. “I think it’s 
important to get them to come down-
town and see what they’re new down-
town is like.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

PLAYING PARTS Miranda 
McKinley is Free and Anthony 
Damio is her psychologist in 
Beyond the Breaking Point 
during EDSS’s First-Ever One-
Act Play Festival, Jan. 18 &19. 

AN ACTIVE CITIZEN  Wellesley’s Marg Runstedler will be honoured as the Board of Trade’s 2005 Citizen 
of the Year during next month’s Valentine’s Ball.

Combining history with drama, tickets are now on sale for the Temper-
ance, Tea and Taverns walks in Elora. Planned for Jan. 21 and Feb. 25, the 
strolls are led by a village baker and the old village crier. Cost; $5/person. 
For more info., call 843-5140 and ask for a walk leader.

With an eye on next September, the Waterloo Catholic District School Board  
is preparing to start taking Kindergarten registrations. Running through Feb-
ruary, the board seeks to sign up children born in 2001 (Kindergarten) and 
2002 (Junior Kindergarten). Contact individual schools for further details.

Plans to build a combined regional museum and visitor orientation centre at 
Doon Heritage Crossroads will be put under scrutiny later this month. Three 
public meetings are planned, including one Wednesday evening at Conestoga 
Mall in Waterloo. Regional council will address the plan this spring.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753 info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

Got the low 
down on
something 

BIG?
Let us know. NEWS TIPS 
always welcome.
Call 669-5790 x103
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A new day dawns: paying farmers to preserve land
How can Europe complain about such a European-like program in Canada?
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We promised real progress on protecting and revitalizing our national health
care system and we are delivering on that promise.

The Liberal government has entered into agreements with the provinces,
backed by a $5.5 billion funding commitment, to reduce wait times for
important procedures, and will invest further resources to bring 1000 new
family doctors on stream over the next five years.

Re-Elect Lynn Myers

Authorized by the Official Agent for Lynn Myers
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First elected as a Member of Parliament in 1997, Lynn Myers
has provided leadership to improve Health Services for Ca-
nadians. He chaired the Standing Committee on Health, the
Diabetes Caucus and the caucus committees on Health Pri-
orities and Youth Smoking.

Prior to his 1997 election, Lynn served as Mayor of Wilmot
Township, as a member of Regional Council, as the chair of
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Commission and as the chair of the
Waterloo Region Police Services Board.

�������������������

- radiation therapy for cancer within 4 weeks;
- hip fracture fixation in 48 hours;
- hip replacement in 26 weeks;
- knee replacements in 26 weeks;
- cataract surgery for high risk patients in 16 weeks;
- breast cancer screening for women aged 50 - 69 every 2 years;
- cervical cancer screening for women aged 19-69 every 3 years

after 2 normal tests; and,
- cardiac bypass surgery within 2 weeks for Level 1 patients.

With the World 
Trade Organi-
zation (WTO) 

having decreed that all 
countries must end farm 
subsidies by 2013 – mean-
ing billions of dollars and 
Euros will come out of 
the global farm economy 
– governments will be 
consumed with creating 
acceptable mechanisms 
to ease farmers into the 
new world order (which 
is really the old world or-
der, the one that existed 
before we were awash in 

subsidies).
As governments every-

where race toward sub-
sidy-free farming, one 
question will be repeated 
over and over: what, ex-
actly, constitutes a sub-
sidy? If you’re going to 
get rid of it, you have to 
be able to identify it.

You’d think the answer 
would be straightfor-
ward. Logically, a subsi-
dy is a payment to farm-
ers to offset low income, 
or make up for a shortfall 
(however that’s defined).

But it’s not so simple. 
Subsidy programs can be 
extremely complex and 
layered. They can take 
many forms, depending 
on the commodities that 
are being assisted, the ex-
tenuating circumstances 
(disasters, chronic effects 
of trade wars, etc.), and 
the creativity of those 

funding them. Interpret-
ing subsidies and under-
standing precisely how 
much cash they’re giving 
farmers can be highly 
technical, not to mention 
political.

Getting rid of them is 
destined to be even more 
political. It’ll be a monu-
mental undertaking, in 
part, because inventive 
governments are going 
to come up with non-tra-
ditional ways to support 
their farmers. Naysayers 
will call these efforts sub-
sidies with new names, 
but regardless, support 
programs in some fash-
ion will endure. Agricul-
ture is too important to 
abandon, even though 
low prices have left some 
farmers feeling they’ve 
already been cast off by 
governments and con-
sumers.

An example of the cre-
ative shape of things to 
come emerged from Man-
itoba in late November. 
There, a joint federal-pro-
vincial three-year pilot 
program was unveiled 
that, in the words of Man-
itoba’s Agriculture, Food 

and Rural Initiatives 
Minister Rosann Wow-
chuk, rewards produc-
ers for being responsible 
land stewards.

The program’s called 
the Ecological Goods and 
Services (EG&S) pilot 
project. It gives farm-
ers money to maintain 
wetlands, stream banks 
and natural areas, and to 
provide permanent cover 
(grass, or whatever) on 
fragile cultivated lands.  
Wowchuck says the pro-
gram is designed to moti-
vate farmers to preserve 
and protect natural and 
fragile land that has low 
agricultural value, but 
can provide environmen-
tal benefits for all Mani-
tobans.

I stopped in my tracks 
when I read this story, 
first reported on page one 
of the Western Producer, 
the prairie agricultural 
bible, by reporter Ian Bell. 
Editors there had rightly 
identified the story as a 
front pager – they knew 
it was heralding a new 
era in farm support in 
Canada. In this country, 
farmers have tradition-
ally been “rewarded,” to 
use Wowchuk’s terminol-
ogy, to produce – not to 
not produce.

But European farmers 
have enjoyed this ben-

efit for years. They’ve 
been paid varying sums 
to maintain ecological 
reserves, for exactly the 
same reason the Mani-
toba farmers are being 
offered support through 
the EG&S program.

The Europeans have 
always defended these 
programs, saying they’re 
not distorting commod-
ity prices, so they’re not 
the kind of subsidies that 
should bother their trad-
ing partners. As well, 
they say (as do the Amer-
icans, who have similar 
programs, but not as bla-
tant), they have a right to 
support the preservation 
of their own soil.

No problem. Go for it, 
Europeans. Americans, 
too. Everyone – preserve 
your own soil. Be the best 
environmentalists you 
can be.

But when the global 
witch hunt starts for sub-
sidy programs to burn 
at the stake, look beyond 
these environmental 
programs. If they’re not 
“real” subsidy programs 
in Europe, or the US, nei-
ther are they internation-
ally problematic here. 
And if they didn’t give 
you some price distort-
ing advantage, how could 
they give it to us? Leave 
them alone.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A St. Clements cou-
ple’s golden years 
just got a little ex-

tra shine on it – the pair 
won $87,000 in a Lotto Su-
per 7 draw last month.

Valentin Petschnig’s 
$87,510.40 ticket will keep 
he and his wife Eleonore 
free from many of the 
worries that sometimes 
come after retirement. 
But the 76-years-old re-
tired cabinet maker and 
his 82-year-old wife are 
not only thinking about 
their own future. Oppor-
tunity is in store for their 
grandchildren, as well. 

The pair has two daugh-
ters and five grandchil-
dren, three of whom are 
at the stage of pursuing 
postsecondary educa-
tion. 

“I told them that we 
would look after our 
grandchildren when they 
go to university,” said 
Petschnig. “They have to 
really work hard. In the 
summertime they have 
to work so they can make 
money for school.”

Petschnig’s daughter 
Karen Bruggemann was 
pleasantly surprised by 
her father’s generous con-
tribution to his heirs. 

“If he wants to do that, 
that’s great,” said Brug-
gemann “I’m sure they’re 
certainly going to appre-

Retirement nest 
egg gets wings
St. Clements man wins $87,510.40 on Super 7 draw

ciate it. They’re all going 
to university or college. 
Every little bit helps when 
they do go to school.”

The big win hasn’t 
changed their lives, 
which has continued on  
course despite the in-
creased bank balance. 

“It’s not a very big one,” 
he told the Observer. 
“There’re no millions in-
volved.”

The ticket, bought at 
Sobey’s on Weber Street 

in Waterloo, was the sec-
ond-place prize in the On-
tario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation’s $2,500,000 
grand prize draw Dec. 
30, which no one won. It 
was a lucky whim that 
Petschnig purchased the 
ticket in the first place 
since he doesn’t gamble 
on lottery tickets often 
– buying only a couple a 
month and usually win-
ning the odd $5 and $10 
payouts. 

BIG WIN St. Clements’ Valentin Petschnig won $87,510.40 in a Lotto 
Super 7 draw Dec. 30. 

New home con-
struction across 
the region slowed 

down slightly in 2005, but 
continued with strong 
numbers. Last year saw 
3,763 new units started, 
149 fewer than the year 
before, but well above the 
40-year average of 3,000, 
according to the Cana-
dian Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation.

Residential development
remained strong in 2005

Of the new homes, 3,469 
were in the urban area, 
while 294 got underway 
in the townships.

Nationally, 2005 proved 
to be the second-best 
year for housing starts 
since 1988. The organiza-
tion estimates work on 
223,900 new homes got 
underway, a 4.1-per-cent 
decrease from 2004.

Low mortgage rates, 

healthy labour mar-
kets and steady income 
growth are credited for 
the strong performance.

While housing starts 
are expected to drop 
again this year – due, in 
part, to rising mortgage 
rates – it’s anticipated 
they will remain strong 
enough to exceed the 
200,000-unit mark for the 
fifth consecutive year.
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They seem like down-to-
earth real people.” added 
Wilson, who had to step 
into a character role 
when scheduling prob-
lems caused one actor to 
leave the show.

Wilson’s partner Da-
mio is also juggling act-
ing duty – he plays main 
characters in two other 
plays. 

“I had only really 
planned on doing two, 
max., but the plays just 
started piling up,” said 
Damio, who added he 
thought it would be easi-
er. He’s studying univer-
sity-level courses while 
directing one play and 
starting in two others.

Raising Eyebrows is 
Wilson and Damio’s first 
attempt at directing and 
with its strategically-
timed comedic elements 
it has proven to be a chal-
lenging play to stage. Fel-
low student Phillip Psutka 
has been offering the pair 
advice while managing 
his own original play.

Killing Time is an in-
triguing dialogue be-
tween two characters 
whose emotions are em-
bodied by a third person 
on stage.

It starts out with light 
banter between the two, 
who become more serious 
has the show progresses.  

“We’re trying very hard 

to stay away from just 
two people talking,” said 
Psutka. “It’s the whole 
idea that just because 
someone appears happy 
on the outside, you don’t 
know what they’re actu-
ally struggling with.”

He and the three ac-
tors in Killing Time have 
worked hard to get the 
show ready for an audi-
ence while also working 
hard in other plays. 

Killing Time is one of 
the plays in which Damio 
plays a leading role. Ja-
mie-Lee Hinsperger stars 
in this and Women of Troy, 
while Cohan Langerak 
and Psutka are rehears-

ing for this year’s Sears 
festival entry. Scheduling 
rehearsals to reduce con-
flicts has been a challenge 
for the director.

“Sometimes we have to 
improvise. I’ll say, ‘OK, I 
have Jamie on the set for 
20 minutes.’ You know, 
what can I do when I have 
Jamie?” said the Grade 
12 student, who is direct-
ing for the second time.

Last year, he wrote 
The Play’s the Thing as 
a drama project and per-
formed it both at school 
and at the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Little Theatre. 

“It was comedy. It was 
off the wall. It was a lot of 

fun,” said Psutka. “Just 
as I was finishing up I 
had this idea I wanted to 
do a serious one.”

Killing Time – the last 
show in the set – will also 

feature Psutka’s original 
music.

The first show on the 
playbill is Beyond the 
Breaking Point, written 
by EDSS alumnus Owen 
Matthews and directed 
by student Drew Beres-
ford. This play is shar-
ing two of its cast mem-
bers among other plays, 
including Damio, who 
plays a brooding child 
psychologist.

“It gets kind of hard to 
remember all the mono-
logues. Sometimes you get 
mixed up,” said Damio. 
“Not particularly in lines, 
but I get mixed up (with) 
which character I’m play-
ing. My character Doubt 
in Phil’s play (Killing 
Time) will often appear 
in the other play (Beyond 
the Breaking Point) and it 
doesn’t always work.”

Beyond the Breaking 
Point actress Vanessa 
Aberle is also in Women 

of Troy which totes the 
largest cast in the festi-
val. Seven women and two 
men will bring the Greek 
myth to life under Alisha 
Abdulla direction.

The tragedy by David 
Grote depicts death, mad-
ness and loss of hope.

“There’s just a whole list 
of things,” said Abdulla. 
“It keeps going from bad 
to worse and from worse 
to worse.”

But the dark story does 
not drag down the spirits 
– Abdulla credits her cast 
with having energy enough 
to carry the tragic plot.

“I thought it would be 
fun because dark plays 
have so much more ener-
gy to them and it just gives 
such a deeper meaning to 
people.” 

Meanwhile she agreed 
that the hardest part about 
directing is getting people 
to rehearse amid the con-
flicting schedules.

“Trying to find a day when 
everyone can come, when 
everyone can rehearse is 
hard,” said Abdulla. 

But despite some sched-
uling difficulties the four 
directors are confident 
their shows are ready for 
an audience’s eyes. Be-
yond the Break Point takes 
the stage Jan. 18 at 7:30 
p.m. followed by Women of 
Troy. Jan. 19 features Rais-
ing Eyebrows at 7:30 p.m. 
followed by Killing Time. 

Drama students get to play all the parts
Continued from page 19

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

PLAYING AROUND Nicole Trantrim, stage manager for EDSS’s First-Ever One-Act Play Festival, will be 
making sure furniture’s in the right place and the lights go up on time, Jan. 18 and 19.   

PLAY PEOPLE Players chill out before rehearsing Raising Eyebrows a 
week before opening night. (From left) Vicki Wannamaker, Jason Gray, 
Erynn McLauglin, Tyler Straus, and John Wilson.
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DUMPING A LOAD Meat scraps littered the roadways of Woolwich Township when a truck leaked its cargo on a trip from St. Jacobs through 
Elmira and on to Salem Jan. 6.

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE
ELMIRA

WED. JANUARY 18,  12:30PM - 2:30PM
AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

Seedless Naval
Oranges
OR
Ruby Red
Grapefruit

20lb Box of

ST. JACOBS
SAT. JANUARY 21,  10:00AM - 2:00PM

AT THE ANTIQUE WAREHOUSE

New
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Pink and brown 
droppings lined the 
roadways of Wool-

wich Township Jan. 6, 
after a truck carrying 
meat scraps lost its load 
in transit.

The Ministry of the En-
vironment was called 

Region and township clean 
up widespread meat spill

to contain the animal 
remains, which began 
spilling from the truck as 
soon as it left the Martin 
Creek Road, St. Jacobs lo-
cation where it was load-
ed. The truck was on its 
way to Salem.

The waste was seen in 
large chunks at the side of 
the road and in the centre 
of the northbound lane-

way of Arthur Street.
Crews from the Region 

of Waterloo and the town-
ship were quick to clean 
up the mess, which left a 
smell of rot through the 
area. 

The region’s Environ-
mental Enforcement and 
Laboratory Service also 
attended the scene. 

“The main reason we 

we’re out there is just to 
make sure it got cleaned 
up and to make sure 
there’s no impact on the 
environment after,” said 
Charles Tse, Environ-
mental Field Supervisor. 
“There’s no impact on 
the stream or any water 
courses around there.”

The cause of the spill 
was undetermined.

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

GETTING THRIFTY ON MAIN STREET

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

NEW DIGS The Woolwich 
Community Services Thrift 
Store turned over its open 
sign at its new 48 Arthur 
St. location Thursday (Jan. 
12). The store is serving 
the thrifty again regularly 
Tuesday to Saturday at 
9 a.m. and is in need of 
volunteers. Employees 
Vera Martin (left) Carolyn 
Babin (left below) and 
WCS executive director 
Don Harloff (below) have 
been setting up the shop. 

BIRTH NOTICE

FAMILYALBUM

Kaden James Sherrer born 
Sept. 21, 2005 is welcomed by 
his big brother Barton and par-
ents Kathleen and Paul Sherrer 
of Linwood. Spoiling rights to 
Grandparents Ruth Ann and 
Ron Clement of Elmira and 
Joan Sherrer of Linwood.

OPEN HOUSE

YOU ARE INVITED TO
SELINA HORST’S
80TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION!
 JANUARY 22, 2006

from 2-4pm
at St. Jacob’s 

Mennonite Church
Best Wishes Only Please

FAMILY ALBUM

DEATH NOTICE

DUNLOP, Laura Alberta
Peacefully went home to be with her 
Lord, on Monday, January 9, 2006, in 
her 102nd year. Local relatives are grand-
daughter Muriel and her husband Leroy 
Clemmer of Elmira.

GRAHAM, Del
At Listowel Memorial Hospital, on Sun-
day, January 8, 2006, Mr. Andrew Delwin 
Graham of Listowel, in his 70th year. Lo-
cal relatives are son Trent and his wife 
Wendy Graham of Elmira.

KARGES, Ellen (nee Voll)
Peacefully passed away at her home sur-
rounded by her family on January 7, 2006 
in her 64th year. Local relatives are brother 
Donald and his wife Cheri Voll and sister 
Sharon Voll and her husband John Radtke 
all of Elmira.

SCHELTER, Mary Veronica
Passed away on Thursday, January 5, 
2006, at St. Mary’s General Hospital, age 
93 years. 

Local relatives are son Don and his wife 
Amy of Elmira.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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It turns out the “good old days” are not so good after all
Q.  There are “wizards” of 
deception detection among 
us, people tough to fool when 
it comes to lies or evasions. 
What’s their secret?

A.  Even those whose job 
it is to ferret out the truth, 
e.g., police officers, judges, 
therapists, perform barely 
better than raw guessing 
in studies, reports psychi-
atrist Raj Persaud in New 
Scientist magazine.  Over-
all accuracy is around 
53%, close to flipping a 
coin.          

For the 29 wizards iden-
tified out of 14,000 people 
by Paul Ekman and Mau-
reen O’Sullivan, one key 
is spotting those fleeting 
“micro-expressions,” last-
ing 1/5th second or less 
but tipping off anger, guilt, 
etc.  A surprising fraction 
of the wizards are women, 
who seem better at nonver-
bal communication such 

as gauging emotions from 
expressions; and many 
are from troubled homes 
where motivation for lie 
detection was greater.  

As a rule, say Bella De-
Paulo and Wendy Morris 
in The Detection of Decep-
tion in Forensic Contexts, 
liars don’t fidget or blink 
more, but they do appear 
more nervous.  Liars also 
tend to withhold informa-
tion, making it easier for 
them to get their stories 
straight, and wind up re-
peating key words and 
phrases.  One finding, says 
Persaud, is that people 
with greater self-aware-
ness are better deceivers.  
But research on this is 
scant.
Q.  Drink a glass of water 
and it’s likely you’re imbib-
ing at least one molecule that 
passed through the bladder of 
Plato or Aristotle.  Wow!  Bot-

toms up!
A.  Could as well have 

been Cleopatra or Joan 
of Arc or Shakespeare or 
anybody you want to name 
going back some years, to 
allow time for the hydro-
logic cycle to spread the 
water around the world.  
As Professor Lewis Wol-
pert once explained it, 
“there are many more 
molecules in a glass of wa-
ter than there are glasses 
of water in the sea,” so the 
historic chain  follows.  

Cherish that H2O you 
drink, for as noted by the 
U.S. Geological Survey, 
water is a renewable but 
finite resource, cycling 
through our Earth system 

via clouds, precipitation, 
ground water, streams and 
rivers, oceans, plants and 
animals.  Total planetary 
water is about 326,000,000 
cubic miles, with about 
317,000,000 in the oceans, 
7,000,000 in icecaps and 
glaciers, and 2,000,000 in 
subsurface groundwa-
ter.  These very rounded 
numbers allow for the in-
significant quantities of 
water on which all of our 
lives depend:  30,000 cubic 
miles in freshwater lakes, 
25,000 in saline lakes and 
inland seas, 16,000 in soil 
moisture, 3,000 in the at-
mosphere, 300 in rivers 
and streams.  So savour 
that next sip — before you 

pass it on!
Q.  The “good old days this,” 
the “good old days that,” peo-
ple will say.  How good really 
were the “good old days”?

A.  Just a century ago 
there was no indoor 
plumbing, most people’s 
education was limited, 
women faced restricted 
opportunities, children la-
bored in mines, no social 
safety net existed, trivial 
infections by today’s stan-
dards sometimes proved 
fatal, we generated less 
electricity each year than 
we now consume in a day, 
recaps David Myers in So-
cial Psychology.

In a “time experiment” 
in 1999, Britain’s Channel 
4 network selected Joyce 
and Paul B. from among 
450 applicants to spend 
three months with four of 
their children living the 
middle-class life of 1900.  

Yet after just a week of ris-
ing at 5:30 a.m., preparing 
food as the Victorians did, 
wearing corsets, sham-
pooing with a mixture 
of egg, lemon, borax and 
camphor, and playing par-
lor games by evening gas-
light, the B.’s were close 
to quitting.  They endured 
but saw the romantic ap-
peal of Victorian novels 
and movies evaporate. “On 
sheer material grounds, 
today’s working class en-
joy luxuries — electricity, 
hot running water, flush 
toilets, TV, transportation 
— unknown to royalty of 
centuries past.”

The down side of all this, 
says Myers, is that we are 
overloading the Earth’s 
carrying capacity and 
must quickly find ways to 
curtail rampant consump-
tion or face ecological di-
saster.
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When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.

January 15 
Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. Two-hour skiing and 
snow shoeing at Sandy Hills Pinery Trail. For Elmira 
take Arthur St. north and turn right onto Sandy Hills 
Dr. (#3). Travel approx. one km and look for fire 
number 390 on the south side of the road. Contact 
Paul Miller at 664-3643 to confirm.

The Chapelaires from London appearing at Waterloo 
North Presbyterian Church 685 Highpoint Ave. 3 & 7 
p.m. Everyone welcome. 

January 17
Healthy Living For People With Diabetes 7:30 – 8:30 
p.m. Topic: Managing Stress with Joy Finney. No 
cost. Open to all residents of Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. Please call 664-3794 to register. 

Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church from 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. Lasagna, salad, Italian bread and dessert, 
beverage $8 per person. Takeouts available and also 
soup  and roll to go $2. 

January 18
Parenting With A Purpose Every parent wants to be 
a good parent. But how? Perhaps Elmira’s Family Life 
Festival can help. A no-cost six session journey that 
will be offered on Wednesday evenings beginning Jan. 
19. To register or for additional information call St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church at 669-2593.

January 20 
Feeding Your Baby 10 – 11 a.m. Learn nutritious ways 
to feed your baby with Marilyn Temple, registered 
dietician. No cost. Please call 664-3794 to register. 

January 27
Robbie Burns Dinner Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First 
St., E. Elmira – downstairs. 6 p.m. – first come, first 
served. Steak pie and all the trimmings.  $6/person. 

H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 -11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Scrapbooking/Photo 
Organization. WCHC, 664-3794.

January 28
Spaghetti Dinner & Salad Bar Royal Canadian Legion, 11 
First. St. E., Elmira. Two sittings 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets 
purchased in advance at the Legion call 669-2932. Cost: 
adults $10; children 5-10 yrs $4, under 5 yrs $2. 

January 29
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 Highpoint 
Ave. at Northfield Dr. invites you to hear the Hilton 
Family in concert. Two performances 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
Free-will offering. Everyone welcome.

January 30 
CSI: Kitchener With detective Deborah Strand, 
Waterloo Regional Police Service, exploring world 
of forensics, crime scenes, how police solve crimes; 
7 p.m.; free, registration beginning Jan. 9. Kitchener 
Public Library, 85 Queen St. N. Call 743-0271 ext. 
255. 

February 10 
Valentine’s Dinner and Auction – Children’s Home 
International. St. Jacobs United Church at 6:30 p.m. 
For tickets email childrenshomeintbellnet.ca or phone 
669-8130.

February 24
Fred Eaglesmith and Band 8 p.m., St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre, 11 Albert St. $25. Reserve in 
advance at (519)664-1134.

March 23 
Woolwich Trails Group 2 p.m. Two-hour hike on Kissing 
Bridge Trailway/TCT at Ariss. From Elmira take Line 86 
east toward Guelph. In Ariss turn left or northeast onto 
Wellington County Rd 51. Turn right on Schuett Road; 
met in the parking lot. Trail rating: easy walking stone 
dust. Contact Paul Miller 664-3643 to confirm.
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REAL
ESTATE

THE BIGGEST READERSHIP 
IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY

THE GREATEST RESULTS 
TO SELL YOUR HOME

*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.
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BOOKWORM Kayla 
McDougall, 4, registered for 
Teddy Bear Storytime at the 
Elmira Library Jan. 11. The 
program starts next week 
and runs Tuesdays and 
Thursdays until March. 

STORY TIME 
AT THE
LIBRARY

DESIREE FINHERT

LANCERS ON ICE

DESIREE FINHERT

HERE’S A TIP FOR YOU

DESIREE FINHERT

BATTLE FOR THE PUCK EDSS captain Brynna Wasylycia (front) 
and left-winger Julia Gelfand block Forest Heights’ right-winger 
Sarah Rouney from the puck in a 4-1 loss to the visitors Jan. 12. 
Defenceman Contessa Brenner approaches the group.  

OVER THE TOP Elmira District Secondary School’s Olivia 
Charnushi spikes the ball in a 3-1 loss to Grand River Collegiate 
Institute at home Jan. 12. 
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20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com
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Bring the essentials
on all your travels.
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