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Threat with toy leads to gun charge
Wellesley man pepper sprayed, arrested as police move to prevent escalation in dometic disturbance

RICHARD VIVIAN

Collision sequence sends one to hospital
Following head-on collision, 

Guelph man struck as he 
exited his vehicle
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MOMENTS APART  A series of three collisions involving four vehicles occurred in quick succession on Line 86 Tuesday morning, west of Middlebrook 
Road. One driver was taken to hospital; the others didn’t require medical attention.
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VISIT OUR MODEL HOME AT

137 PARK AVENUE
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Wellesley Township 
man was charged 
with a weapons of-
fence Tuesday (Feb. 

7), after he threatened po-
lice with what appeared to 
be a handgun. Officers were 
responded to the Lobsinger 
Line address at 1:12 p.m., af-
ter getting a call about a do-
mestic dispute.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A sequence of collisions saw an Elmira 
man taken to hospital Tuesday morn-
ing (Feb. 7), after his pickup truck was 
struck head-on. Another two vehicles 

soon became involved, resulting in three colli-
sions within a matter of moments.

It all started, police said, at about 6:30 a.m., 
when a 41-year-old Guelph man was westbound 
on Line 86, near 
M i d d l e b r o o k 
Road, and at-
tempted to pass 
another vehicle.

“He begins to 
overtake a vehi-
cle, loses control 
and collides with 
… a pickup truck coming the opposite direc-
tion,” explained Sgt. Fred Gregory of the Water-
loo Regional Police traffic unit.

The eastbound truck was driven by a 51-year-
old Elmira man. He was taken by ambulance to 
Grand River Hospital for assessment; at press 
time he remained under medical care.

After the collision, the Guelph driver stepped 
out of his truck to check on the other driver and 
was stuck by a westbound sedan, driven by a 

“When police arrived at the 
scene … the suspect had what 
appeared to the officers [to 
be] a concealed firearm in his 
pocket,” explained Waterloo 
Regional Police communica-
tions officer Olaf Heinzel. 

Threats of violence were made 
and, in response, police drew 
their guns, he noted. The intox-
icated man was ordered to put 
the weapon down, but refused. 

“They still tried to engage him 
verbally to bring this to a peace-

ful conclusion. The subject was 
not cooperative with police. By 
not being cooperative, the of-
ficers were essentially forced 
to take a different approach,” 
Heinzel continued. “In this par-
ticular case, they chose to use 
pepper spray in order to gain 
compliance from the subject.”

Upon searching the man’s 
pockets, police learned the weap-
on was actually a toy handgun.

The 49-year-old man was tak-
en into custody, transported 

to Division One in Kitchener 
and charged with ‘possession 
of weapon dangerous.’  He was 
later released on a promise-to-
appear.

No one was harmed in the ini-
tial domestic disturbance call, 
which was verbal in nature. 
It all started, Heinzel said, 
when the intoxicated suspect 
attempted to get into a vehicle 
and drive off. Another resident 
tried to stop him and the situa-
tion escalated.

“In this particular case it 
got a little out of hand … and 
police were called to help con-
trol that situation,” he told 
the Observer. 

“People should not be using 
toys and pretending they’re 
real guns because it’s just a 
very dangerous scenario to 
create,” he added. “We cannot 
take any chances for the safety 
of anyone else around, for the 
officers … and for the subject. 
We don’t want it to escalate.”
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HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Stalled plans for a 
retail power centre 
near St. Jacobs got 

a boost this week with 
initial approval of a long-
awaited environmental 
assessment report. Both 
the Waterloo Region 
planning and works com-
mittee and Woolwich 
council endorsed inter-
section improvements at 
King Street and Hwy. 85 
that will pave the way for 
construction on the big-
box project.

The EA report goes to 
regional council next 
Wednesday for final ap-
proval.

Work on the Wal-Mart-
anchored retail centre is 
on hold until the bridge 
over the highway is wid-

EA should pave the way for Wal-Mart project
Power centre still on hold until King Street/Hwy. 85 intersection improvements completed

ened to accommodate the 
increased traffic expected 
at the site opposite the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market.

If regional councillors 
approve the plan, con-
struction on the inter-
section could begin by 
the end the year or early 
in 2007, suggested Dave 
Weiler, project manager 
for the region. 

The timing, he added, 
would depend on the de-
veloper’s commitments.

With the EA approved, 
regional staff would 
move into the detailed 
design phase of the proj-
ect, expected to take sev-
eral months. Final agree-
ments would then be 
hammered out between 
the region and developer 
King/86 Developments.

Current arrangements 
call for the developer to 

cover the upfront cost of 
$6.75 million to widen the 
bridge and upgrade King 
Street. The region would 
pay back $4.75 million 
over a five-year period 
beginning in 2009.

“Final plans are still to 
be discussed,” he said. “At 
some point this year, we’ll 
be completing the actual 
agreement between the re-
gion and the developer.”

Construction on the re-
tail centre is contingent 
on the completion of the 
road work.

A cost-sharing agree-
ment proved to be a ma-
jor stumbling block in 
the long-delayed power 
centre project, which will 
eventually see 305,000 
square feet of retail space, 
including a 105,000-sq.-
ft. Wal-Mart store. The 
bridge stalemate was not 

the first setback for the 
King/86 development, a 
project of First Profes-
sional Shopping Centres.  
In fact, the project has 
been plagued with set-
backs dating back the 
better part of a decade, 
including a lengthy On-
tario Municipal Board 
appeal process.

Tabled at Woolwich 
council Feb. 7, the EA 
report received quick 
approval. Director of en-
gineering and planning 
Dave Gosnay said the ini-
tial plan covers most of 
the township’s concerns, 
although specific details 
such as walking trails 
and sidewalks remain 
outstanding.

The region’s preferred 
option calls for a number 
of improvements to the 
high-traffic intersection:

• Widen King Street on 
the north side of Martin 
Grove Road to Farmer’s 
Market Road to four from 
two lanes;

• Construct double left-
turn lanes on westbound 
King Street at Farmer’s 
Market Road;

• Widen Farmer’s Mar-
ket Road from King Street 
to the railway tracks to 
provide two lanes of traf-
fic in each direction;

• Construct a three-me-
tre-wide asphalt trail on 
one side of Farmer’s Mar-
ket Road;

• Widen the King Street 
bridge over Hwy. 85 to 
accommodate six lanes 
of traffic, including four 
through lanes and two 
westbound left-turn 
lanes;

• Widen the northbound 
Hwy. 85 exit ramp to pro-

vide northbound double 
left-turn lanes;

• Install new traffic con-
trol signals on Farmer’s 
Market Road between 
King Street and the rail-
way line at main entrance 
to the power centre.

In a related matter, 
councillors approved a 
plan to extend municipal 
water services to nearby 
lands owned by Mercedes 
Corporation of St. Jacobs. 
A cross-border servicing 
agreement will extend 
water from Waterloo to 
properties at 845 and 849 
Weber St. N., part of what 
the township calls the 
Stockyards industrial/
commercial Area.

Under the agreement, 
Mercedes will cover all 
costs needed for the ex-
tension of the watermain 
and related services.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A strange series of 
flukes caused a 
small basement 

fire at a St. Clements resi-
dence and also helped put 
it out Monday (Feb. 6).

Officials report the fire 
at 84 Jane St. happened 
when a hot-water heater 
ignited a gasoline spill 
around 3:55 p.m.

A resident was filling 
the fuel tank of a riding 
tractor/snow blower in a 
basement workshop when 
some of the fuel spilt onto 
the floor. 

“Right around that 
time the hot-water heater 

A hot-water heater caused and put out a St. Clements basement fire

Heater caused, quelled fire
kicked in and ignited 
the fumes from the gas,” 
said Wellesley Town-
ship fire chief Dave Geil, 
commenting on the occu-
pant’s description of the 
circumstances. 

When the blaze erupted, 
the man slammed the 
fire door to the basement, 
ushered his mother and 
father from the house and 
called 911. While waiting 
for firefighters to arrive, 
the owner’s luck got a 
little better when the wa-
ter heater began leaking 
water onto the fire.

“There was so much 
heat in the back corner, 
one of the fittings for the 
water had loosened up the 

solder so it popped loose,” 
explained Geil. 

“I’m sure the water com-
ing out of that half-inch 
line helped put out the 
fire,” he told the Observ-
er. “That’s all speculation 
because when we got in 
there the water was com-
ing out of this pipe and it 
looked like it had melted 
the solder joint. So he 
was a very lucky person. 
He could have lost his 
house.”

Wellesley and St. 
Clements fire stations at-
tended the scene only to 
find it under control be-
cause of the water leak. 
Firefighters only needed 
10 minutes to extinguish 

the flames. Crews used 
an imaging camera to 
locate any remaining hot 
spots in the basement 
and to ensure the blaze 
was out. 

“Probably if the water 
hadn’t [partially] put it 
out, it would have created 
more damage,” said the 
chief. “When the fellows 
went in there, they had 
a smaller fire to put out 
than a larger one.”

The chief also explained 
closing the fire door to 
the basement suppressed 
the flame’s spread to the 
main structure.

The occupants were 
not injured during their 
escape. Damage was es-

timated at $30,000; the 
flames hit items in the 
room including the hot-
water heater, the water 

softener/conditioner, the 
furnace, a riding tractor/
snow blower and a motor-
cycle.

SMALL BLAZE Wellesley and St. Clements firefighters assess the 
damage after a basement fire is extinguished at 84 Jane St. in St. 
Clements Monday (Feb. 6). DESIREE FINHERT
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Camp for a cause
DESIREE FINHERT

   ▼   BEATING THE FEBRUARY BLUES IS EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE... READ THE OBSERVER! YOU JUST CAN’T WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT ACTION-PACKED EDITION FEB. 18!

Guelph man charged 
after hydro pole hit

Rookie MP to sit in 
the back benches

Watershed promoter 
faces 342 charge

Students raise money for Philippines during winter camp out

▼ See EDSS page 4

A new face for New 
Hamburg detachment

Newly elected Member of Parliament 
Harold Albrecht (CPC – Kitchener-Con-
estoga) will be supporting his party’s 
initiatives from the backbenches when 
the House resumes work. Announced 
Monday (Feb. 6), Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s downsized cabinet doesn’t in-
clude a post for Albrecht. 
Neighbouring MP Michael Chong (CPC – 

Wellington-Halton Hills) was named Presi-
dent of the Queen’s Privy Council, Minister 
of Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister 
of Sport. This is Chong’s second term in of-
fice – he was first elected in 2004.
Harper’s cabinet features 26 members, 

down from 37 in the previous govern-
ment.

Non-refunded tickets and failed at-
tempts to make up for a cancelled 
Watershed concert in 2003 resulted in 
342 charges against concert promoter 
Richard Sharpe and Next Presentations 
Canada Ltd. this week.
The concert – designed as a fundraiser 

for Walkerton, following the water trag-
edy – was cancelled at the last minute; 
low ticket sales were blamed. But many 
who purchased tickets have yet to receive 
a refund; alternative concerts planned 
to compensate ticket holders failed to 
materialize, including one advertised for 
Elmira in 2004.
Filed at a Provincial Offences court in 

Walkerton, charges include unfair busi-
ness practices, failure to provide cash 
refunds and others.
The next court date is Apr. 12.

A 67-year-old Guelph man was charged 
with ‘careless driving’ after his vehicle 
went out of control and struck a hy-
dro pole on Shantz Station Road last 
Saturday (Feb. 4), sheering it off at its 
base. The vehicle was southbound, near 
Kramp Road, when the incident occurred 
at about 3:30 p.m.
Paramedics transported a 65-year-old 

female passenger to Guelph General Hos-
pital, where she was treated for a minor 
injury; the driver reported no injuries.
The road was closed for several hours 

– between Victoria and Kramp roads 
– so a Waterloo North Hydro crew could 
replace the pole. As a result of the colli-
sion, 30 to 50 residents were left without 
power. Most were back on the grid within 
an hour, but those fed directly from the 
pole, which housed a transformer, were 
without power for several hours.
Milan Janecer was charged under the 

Highway Traffic Act.

There’s a new person running the show 
at the police detachment in New Hamburg. 
On Monday (Feb. 6), Waterloo Regional 
Police announced Sgt. Don Scott was as-
signed to head the rural detachment, 
which serves part of Wellesley township. 
Scott is a 23-year veteran of the force, 

who has served as a patrol constable 
in Kitchener and Waterloo, as well as a 
detective constable. In recent years, he’s 
been the sergeant in charge of patrol and 
in the communications centre at police 
headquarters in Cambridge.
He was chosen for the New Hamburg 

position after he expressed an interest 
following Sgt. Gary McDowell’s retire-
ment in late December. McDowell was 
with the department for 33 years, the 
last eight of which he was stationed in 
New Hamburg.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira high school students will 
pull out their tents and sleeping 
bags for a winter campout in an 
effort to aid the Philippines this 

weekend. 
Some 20 students pitched their gear at 

Elmira Pentecostal Church from 7 p.m. Fri-
day evening (Feb. 10); they’ll stay put until 
8 a.m. Sunday as they look to raise money 
for impoverished children.

Leading up to the campout, student orga-
nizers Brett Ostrander and Katelyn Bear-
inger were excited about the event despite 
the forecasted low of -7 degrees and light 
snow.

“I think it’s going to be fun,” Ostrander 
told the Observer. “Just a lot of people stuck 
together in close quarters – very cold. I’m 
sure I’ll get to lots and lots of stories of what 
happened.”

Ostrander’s stories stem from his two-
month stay in the Philippines. He went 
over to do mission work with International 
Teams last summer and will be returning 
after graduation for a two-year stint. 

“Two months sounds like a long time, but 

it’s actually so insignificant compared to 
what you could be doing,” he began. 

The Grade 12 student spent his summer 
vacation working with kids aged four to 
16 years, playing games, teaching bible 
studies and feeding tummies. He said 
there is so much more that needs to be 
done, but not a lot of time to do it.

“You’ve got a schedule and you fol-
low it,” he continued. “You’re busy and 
you’re tired and you’re adjusting to the 
heat. You don’t have any more energy to 
do anything. Just playing with the kids 
is enough – you’re emotionally drained 
because you’ve got kids hanging all over 
you.”

Now that he’s home for the school year, 
Ostrander is raising money to expand 
the mission work already going on. The 
funds are earmarked to feed an extra 300 
people a week – 200 children, 50 youths 
and 50 elderly men.

“We were going to be working on English 
teaching when we go back, but right now 
what I want to work on is just continuing 
the feeding ministries,” he explained. 

While Filipinos are battling poverty 
and famine, Ostrander hopes to raise the 
funds battling the elements. 

“We’re just trying to make a struggle for 
the Filipinos,” he said. “That the whole 
idea behind it: that we suffer and they gain 
from it.”

The winter campout is his take on the 30-
hour famine campaign commonly used to 
raise money. 

Each Grade 12 homeroom class at Elmira 
District Secondary School is sponsoring a 
student to participate in the campout and 
each homeroom between Grades 9 to 11 is 
donating cash. The group is expecting to 
raise $50 for each sponsored camper, plus 
the homeroom donations. 

The drive is part of the school’s charity 
club Students On a Caring Kick (SOCK), 
which has weekly campaigns. The camp-
ing crusade was originally schedule for 
before the New Year when a clothing drive 
was the target. However the plan hit a few 
snags. 

“We wanted to do a Christmas thing, send 
money and clothes down to the kids, but 
it would cost more money to send it down 
than the money we could actually raise,” 
explained Bearinger. “So we decided not to 
send anything.”

Their next idea was to hold a two-day 

COLD COMFORT EDSS students Brett Ostrander and Katelyn Bearinger have organized a winter campout at Elmira Pentecostal Church over Friday night 
(Feb. 10). Money raised will go to impoverished children in the Philippines. 
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W  O  O  L  W  I  C  H

CARDINALS
GYMNASTICS

112 Oriole Pkwy, Unit 6
Elmira (in the Birdland Plaza)669-2227FOR MORE

INFORMATION

C  L  U  B

Join us at our NEW 7500 sq.ft. Facility
Located at 97 Earl Martin Dr., Elmira

for Gymnastics 
FUN, FITNESS & FUNDAMENTALS

Baby & Me (6-11mths) 
30 min./week    $50

Baby & Me (12-17mths) 
30 min./week    $50

Parent & Tot (18mth-3yrs) 
45 min/week      $75

All new members are subject to a $15 Gymnastics Ontario Insurance Fee July 1 - June 30 season

Kindergym Programs run 10 weeks
Tumble Tots (3&4 yrs) 
60 min./week    $85

Kinder Kids (4-5 yrs) 
60 min./week    $85

Boys & Girls Recreational 
Programs 90min/week 
for 18 weeks     $220

Kindergym Programs Commence March 1
Recreational / Competitive Programs Commence February 20

Interclub and Provincial Competitive Programs are available for those qualified gymnasts.

JANET REDMOND, REGISTRAR

669-7622
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Get ahead with surprisingly great
income potential and protection of your
principal with a Market Growth GIC from
TD Canada Trust.  Unlike regular GICs,
Market Growth GIC returns are linked to
the performance of stock market indices,
so you have the potential for higher
returns. But unlike stocks, your principal
is guaranteed no matter which way the
markets move. 

This RSP season, consider the
Financials GIC Plus – one of our Market
Growth GICs whose return is linked 
to the performance of the S&P/TSX
Banks Index2. It offers the potential for

higher returns and guarantees your
original principal.

For example, if you had invested in
such a GIC on September 29, 2000, at
maturity on September 29, 2005, you
would have earned a remarkable 9.8%
compound annual return. However, if 
the index had declined or remained
unchanged over this period, you would
have received no return, but your original
investment would still have been secure.

See how you can reach your RSP
investment goals sooner. Contact a
representative at TD Canada Trust before
March 1, 2006.

Get the growth potential you’ve been looking for and
guarantee your principal with a Market Growth GIC.

Financials GIC Plus

Historical 5 year compound annual return. 
For illustrative purposes only.

9.8%1

Choose the GIC that can put you ahead of the crowd.

Call us today at 1-800-987-4917 or visit
www.tdcanadatrust.com/term

I’ll be there faster 
than I thought.

1. The amount of the return, if any, on the Financials GIC Plus depends upon the change in the S&P/TSX Banks Index over the term of the GIC. The maximum return is capped at 60% for a five year term
and capped at 20% for a three year term. The maximum return is subject to change at any time but such return for a specific GIC purchase is fixed on the date of purchase. The total percentage change in the
index from September 29, 2000 to September 29, 2005, which would have been applicable to such a product, was 71.99%. Because the maximum return on this GIC is capped at 60%, the actual return
would have been 60%. This return is equivalent to an annual compound rate of 9.86% over this period. For the period April 13, 1998 to April 13, 2001, the total percentage change in the S&P/TSX Banks
Index, which would have been applicable to such a product, was –5%; consequently, such a GIC purchased and held over that period would have yielded no return. The principal amount of the Financials GIC
Plus will be repaid in full at maturity. The minimum principal amount is $1,000 for non-registered accounts and $500 for registered accounts. The product is not redeemable prior to maturity. A disclosure
statement with complete details of the features of the Financials GIC Plus is available at your local TD Canada Trust branch. 2. The Financials GIC Plus product is not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by
Standard & Poor’s or the Toronto Stock Exchange, and neither makes any representation, warranty, or condition regarding the advisability of investing in this product. “S&P” is a trademark of The McGraw-Hill
Companies Inc. “TSX” is a trademark of TSX Inc. These marks have been licensed for use by The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

fast on the school roof, 
but this was against the 
school’s policy. 

Meanwhile other SOCK 
drives bumped the Fili-
pino cause back two 
months. 

But the timeout allowed 
the Ostrander-Bearinger 
pair to revaluate their plan 

and move forward with the 
winter campout for mon-
etary donations only.

To increase their intake 
the campers will have 
a bucket on site where 
people can drop off dona-
tions.  

Several teachers have 
also hauled out their win-
ter gear to participate in 

the chilly event.
Student activities direc-

tor Dave Conlon is one of 
the enthusiastic camp-
ers – partially because 
he’s impressed by his 
students’ initiative and 
ingenuity when it comes 
to mission work.

“Something the kids 
have done is actually go 

out on mission trips, go 
out to places,” said Con-
lon. “A lot of our students 
are actually taking the 
opportunity to get on the 
ground in these coun-
tries and do something. 
That’s a unique opportu-
nity for the kids at school 
to support them through 
charity.” 

EDSS students on a mission
Continued from page 3

56-year-old Wallenstein 
man. No injuries resulted 
from the second collision; 
the Guelph man wasn’t 
taken to hospital.

Moments later, the 
Guelph man’s unoccupied 
truck was rear-ended by 
a second sedan.

Neither of the sedan 
drivers reported any in-
jury.

Conestogo fi refi ghters 
tended to the injured un-
til paramedics arrived.

The Waterloo Regional 
Police traffi c unit was 
called in to investigate 

the series of events. Speed 
and road conditions are 
believed to have played 
roles. At press time, the 
investigation continues; 
charges are pending.

In order to accommo-
date the on-scene inves-
tigation, as well as allow-
ing for clean-up, the road 
was closed for about two-
and-a-half hours between 
Middlebrook Road and 
Northfi eld Drive.

One of the vehicles – the 
second sedan involved 
– was towed away, while 
the two pickup trucks were 
loaded onto fl atbed trailers.

Continued from cover

Charges pending 
in three-car crash
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A pack of coyotes 
have Winter-
bourne residents 

keeping a closer eye on 
their pets. The animals 
have been noticed creep-
ing into town late at 
night in recent weeks, 
leaving pieces of their 
rabbit prey behind for 
residents to find.

“They always seem 
to be around at night, 
the middle of the night. 
I suspect they’re run-
ning along the river 
between Conestogo, 
Winterbourne and West 
Montrose,” said Winter-
bourne resident Laurie 
Breed. “People in town 
here are all talking 
about it.”

While the number of 
coyotes involved seems 
to be a bit of a mystery 
– no one has got close 
enough to count, Breed 
suggested – it appears 
they’re running with a 
stray dog.

Contacted Wednesday 
afternoon, Woolwich 
animal control officer 
Allan Earl said he had 
received no complaints 

HEAD OVER WHEELS Firefighters and paramedics prepare to extricate a man, the single occupant, of 
a Chrysler Cavalier which flipped partly onto its roof after leaving Maryhill Road just east of Maryhill 
Thursday (Feb. 9). At press time, officials were still investigating the cause of the crash. The man was in 
stable condition before being taken to hospital.  

Coyote ugly
Winterbourne residents concerned about
a pack of coyotes in the settlement area

from the Winterbourne 
area.

It was two weeks ago 
when Breed was awo-
ken in the middle of the 
night by strange noises 
outside her house. She 
got up to see what was 
going on and discovered 
pieces of wood had been 
pulled off a neighbour’s 
shed.

“There was a rabbit, I 
guess, cornered under 
a shed. … They pulled 
chunks off trying to get at 
it,” she explained. “There 
was one dog and at least 
one coyote,” she said, not-
ing the ‘yipping’ of coy-
otes was accompanied by 
a dog’s bark.

While she didn’t see 
the pack, she caught a 
glimpse of their “tail 
end.”

Several other area resi-
dents have had similar ex-
periences, Breed added.

“People are saying their 
dogs are going crazy at 
night, so something’s 
coming around at night. 
Of course by the time 
you get up and put a light 
on to see what’s going 
on, they’re gone. …They 
seem to be fairly afraid of 
people. Nobody’s been ap-

proached.”
Coyotes are particular-

ly active at this time of 
year, explained Minis-
try of Natural Resourc-
es information officer 
Bill Murch. Not only 
are the animals in heat, 
they’re chasing the food 
supply.

“The amount of snow 
that we’ve had this year 
is, as such, that they’re 
ranging pretty freely,” 
he said. “In all likeli-
hood, they’re taking 
advantage of whatever 
food is out there.”

While rare, it’s not un-
heard of to have a larg-
er-breed dog running 
with a pack of coyotes, 
Murch added. However, 
it’s unclear if that’s 
more likely to encour-
age their approach on 
settlement areas.

He offered several tips 
in preventing coyote 
problems, such as se-
curing garbage and pet 
food containers, use of 
motion-sensitive lights 
to scare the animals off 
and high fences to keep 
them out.

If safety issues arise, 
police should be called, 
Murch added.

UNKNOWN CAUSE
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Important Information About

The Smoke-Free Ontario Act
May 31, 2006

Representatives from your workplace are invited to attend a free information session hosted
by Region of Waterloo Public Health. 

Public Health staff will be available with information and resources regarding the Smoke-Free
Ontario Act and what it means for workplaces in the Region of Waterloo. Information will
also be available about second-hand smoke, quitting smoking, and enforcement of the
Smoke-Free Ontario Act.

SESSIONS WILL BE HELD FROM 3:30 TO 6:00 P.M. AT:

Township of North Dumfries Region of Waterloo Ayr Branch Library, 
Wednesday, February 15th 137 Stanley St., Ayr

Township of Wilmot Castle Kilbride, 
Thursday, February 16th 60 Snyder’s Rd. W., Baden

City of Cambridge Cambridge Chamber of Commerce,  
Tuesday, February 21st 750 Hespeler Rd., Cambridge

City of Waterloo Waterloo City Centre - Council Chambers, 
Wednesday, February 22nd 100 Regina St. S., Waterloo 

Township of Woolwich Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
Tuesday, February 28th 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs

City of Kitchener Region of Waterloo Headquarters, 
Wednesday, March 1st 150 Frederick St., Kitchener

Township of Wellesley St. Clements Community Hall,  
Wednesday, March 8th 1 Green St., St. Clements

For more information call 
the Region of Waterloo Public Health

Tobacco Information Line at (519) 883-2279
or visit our website

www.region.waterloo.on.ca/ph
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DESIREE FINHERT



NO DOCTOR?  DOCTOR TOO FAR AWAY?
Wellesley Township Community Health 

Centre Is Accepting New Patients!
Wellesley Township Community Health Centre (WTCHC) provides primary health care services 
and programs to residents of Wellesley Township. The health centre ‘opened for business’ in 
September 2005 with a small group of staff. So far, the health centre has accepted 500+ new 
patients. A new physician and a new nurse practitioner will join the health centre this spring. 
WTCHC also operates the Linwood Nurse Practitioner office.

WTCHC is still accepting new patients to register for primary health care.

Primary health care includes:
• Appointments with family physicians, nurse practitioners, counseller, 
   registered dietitian, and chiropodist (foot care)
• Basic lab services like bloodwork and electrocardiograms (ECGs)
• On-call access to physician or nurse practitioner ‘after-hours’ to address urgent 
   primary health care issues. ‘After hours’ means nights and weekeneds 
   when the health care centre is not open.

There are no costs for primary health care. If you want to use WTCHC’s primary health care, you 
must first complete and return a “Request to Roster” form. This form is available at the health 
centre, and also on our website: www.wchc.on.ca.

If you already have a family physician somewhere else, but are thinking of switching, you can 
still fill out a “Request to Roster” form. We will process forms on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  
When we receive your form, our staff will contact you by phone. Staff will invite you to attend a 
group orientation meeting. At the orientation you will learn more about our services, programs 
and how the health centre works.

After the orientation, if you decide that you want to be a patient at WTCHC, you will have to 
transfer from your current health care provider. You can access care at the health centre in the 
village of Wellesley or at the Linwood Nurse Practitioner Office.

All Wellesley Township residents can attend nutrition counselling and group programs.

You do not have to be a registered patient at WTCHC in order to see the dietitian for nutrition 
counselling, or to attend group programs at the health centre. Just call the health centre to make 
an appointment with the dietitian, or to sign up for a group program. Program information is in 
local newspapers and on our website: www.wchc.on.ca

The health centre is open:
• Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Tuesdays — 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Registered patients can access lab services on Wednesday mornings, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 
a.m. on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.

The health centre is in the village of Wellesley, at 1180 Queen’s Bush Road. There is a drive shed 
for horse and buggy parking in the lot behind the building.

For more information about registering for primary health care, please call the Wellesley         
Township Community Health Centre at 656-9025

DESIREE FINHERT
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A downtown Elmira 
department store 
is selling off its 

merchandise and prepar-
ing to close its doors for 
the fi nal time. 

Employees arrived at 
Stedmans V & S Feb. 3 to 
fi nd closing-sale signs at 
the Arthur Street shop. 

Owner Ron Beard said 
employees knew the shop 
would be closing eventu-
ally.

“We’ve had the business 
up for sale for some time 
– over a year – and we just 
haven’t found a buyer,” 

8 SPRING ST., ST. JACOBS
www.stjacobsantiques.com • 664-1243

St. Jacobs AntiqueThe

& Book Market
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• REDUCED PRICES • ANNUAL WINTER SALE•

WINTER SALE

Located in the village opposite the Stone Crock Restaurant

OUR

IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!IS NOW ON!
VASTLY REDUCED FOR:

GREAT PRICES, HUGE INVENTORY!
DISPLAYS COVER 3 FLOORS IN THE OLD FACTORY

FOR YOURVALENTINE

                 NEW & ESTATE JEWELLRY
         Diamond, Rubies, Peridot, Tanzanite

THOUSANDS OF USED & ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS
HUGE INVENTORY OF FURNITURE,

GLASS, CHINA & ANTIQUE LIGHTING

Downtown Elmira retailer 
to shut doors for good

After 35 years, Stedmans V & S to wind down operations

Beard told Observer. “We 
just want to move on.”

The business has not 
been sold. Instead, Beard 
has agreed to lease the 
building – the name of 
the new tenant and terms 
of the deal were not dis-
closed.

The home and variety 
store is currently liqui-
dating some of its mer-
chandise and other prod-
ucts will be shipped out. 
The business is due to 
shutdown by Mar. 20, ear-
lier if sales are brisk.

“Unfortunately we 
didn’t have time to ad-
vertise properly, things 
went really fast,” he ex-

plained.
Beard said the deci-

sion to take the store off 
the market and lease the 
building instead was 
infl uenced by a market 
dominated by large-for-
mat retail.

“It seems to be hard to 
sell because of the box-
store effect,” he began. 
“There’s nothing wrong 
with the way our busi-
ness has been. Unfortu-
nately, it (the new mar-
ket) seems to be people 
are leery about going into 
business.”

Beard and his wife Pat 
have owned the store for 
35 years. 

VEHICLE, TREE DEMOLISHED  A Hawkesville woman was eastbound on Hawkesville Road, west of 
St. Jacobs, Monday afternoon (Feb. 6), when she attempted to slow on a snowy section of road and 
lost control of her vehicle. According to police, she hit a snowbank, crashed through a tree and fl ipped 
over. The driver was taken by ambulance to Grand River Hospital, where she was treated and released 
with non-life threatening injuries. The vehicle was demolished. No charges were laid.

S’NO FUN OUT THERE
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CLOSING DOWN An Elmira shopper exits Stedmans V & S during its liquidation sale Feb. 3. The home and 
variety store is closing after 35 years of business. 



22 Church St. W.,  Elmira
OR CALL Tel: 669-5537 TO ORDER

Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8-8; Saturday 8-6

Limited Tickets Available at

Tons of Gifts  
   Great Prizes 
     Displays
      Demonstrations
      Free Manicures
   Financial Advisors
Refreshments

Come Celebrate the Tropics 
and Enjoy an Evening of 

Pampering & Fe-male Bonding!

* Store closing at 5pm and will re-open at 6pm for Ticket Holders Only

*

   at Elmira
Home Hardware

$10$10/person
Ticket

Proceeds to

Ticket Redeemable at Event 
for a $10 OFF COUPON

CATERED BY CAFE BON CHOIX

HANDS ON 
‘HOW-TO’ SEMINARS

• Paint Techniques 
• Floral Designs

• Drywall Repairs
• Handling Power Tools

Our Temporary location is beside Raphael’s Pizza downtown Elmira.
669-8234

WALK-INS WELCOME 
OR MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.

Our Temporary location is beside Raphael’s Pizza downtown Elmira.

INTRODUCING

CHERYL HALSEY
AESTHETICIAN

Get her a Spa 
Pedicure & Facial 
Package, & we’ll 
include a FREE
Spa Manicure!

Spoil Your Sweetheart!
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Within days of Wi-
arton Willie’s 
Groundhog Day 

prediction that spring 
was near, local residents 
were pounded with a 
fi erce winter storm that 
led to several road clo-
sures, collisions and 
power outages. While 
the storm has passed, the 
cold temperatures that 
came with it are likely to 
stay for several weeks to 
come, says Environment 
Canada.

“We’ve been about four 
weeks behind schedule, 
with winter arriving, 
because we had a fairly 
mild fall. I wouldn’t at 
all be surprised if we see 
things dragging to a cool-
er spring,” said Rebecca 
Wagner, warning pre-
paredness meteorologist, 
who offered a stark con-
tradiction of the ground-
hog’s suggestion. Willie, 
she added, has a 37 per 
cent accuracy rating.

“You might see little 
blips of warmer air come 
in, but it’s not like what 
we’ve enjoyed – that’s for 
sure. … It doesn’t look as 
though we’re going to be 
back into really milder 
air for a while.”

Last weekend’s storm 

Don’t put money on 
Willie’s prediction
Storm causes road closures, power outages; cold expected to linger 

– which lingered through 
Monday – came up from 
Mississippi, dumping 
about 10 centimetres of 
snow, blown around by 
winds gusting up to 60 
km/h, Wagner explained.

“The circulation and the 
moisture and everything 
just came together over 
the lower lakes and con-
sequently we saw quite a 
storm,” she said.

The combination of wet 
snow and wind not only 
proved hazardous for 
drivers – several rural 
roads were temporar-
ily closed because of 
conditions – but those 
who chose to stay home 
weren’t entirely unaffect-
ed either; Waterloo North 
Hydro reported numer-
ous outages.

“Much of it has to do 
with [tree] limbs com-
ing down on power lines. 
… The trees are heavy-
laden with snow and ice. 
A lot of the branches are 
hanging really down 
low, and now you add the 
wind to that equation,” 
explained WNH spokes-
man John Janzen. “In 
our area we’ve had lots of 
issues, but nothing that 
has caused major disrup-
tions.”

For the most part, out-
ages were limited to 30 
minutes or less, he said, 

noting the St. Clements 
area saw several repeat 
outages.

Before the return of Old 
Man Winter, snow banks 
throughout the area were 
all but gone and the grass 
was turning green. They 
now lay covered by a 
blanket of snow, which is 
more typical for this time 
of year.

“Most of January, the 
temperatures have been 
more reminiscent of 
what we would expect in 
March. Though we have 
seen January thaws in 
the past, so a week of 
warm weather is not a 
big deal,” Wagner told 
the Observer. “We’ve 
had three or four small 
storms come through [in 
January].

“However, with the sig-
nifi cant snowstorm that 
went through southern 
Ontario … we think that’s 
signifi cant enough to set 
in a pattern that’s more 
consistent with what we 
would see for traditional, 
normal weather for this 
time of year,” she added, 
noting “normal” for Feb-
ruary is in the range of 
–4 degrees Celsius during 
the day and –13 at night.

“I wouldn’t be at all sur-
prised if we stick around 
normal values for a good 
portion of the month. 
There may be a day or 
two where it (tempera-
ture) climbs above zero, 
but we’re certainly look-
ing at more familiar tem-
peratures for this time of 
year.” 

DESIREE FINHERT
YOU SHALL NOT PASS  Wintry weather Monday prompted the temporary closure of Line 86 west of Wallenstein. Poor road conditions led to 
numerous collisions.
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It doesn’t look as though we’re going to be back into 
really milder air for a while.

Environment Canada meteorologist Rebecca Wagner 
points out the premature nature of last week’s Groundhog 
Day predictions. 

» Power in the centre
For or against the original plan, 
there’s no question the King/86 proj-
ect has been mired in red tape for 
years. This week’s EA report appears 
to put the centre back on track, albeit 
a slow one. Other centres have since 
blossomed while Woolwich waits.

» Lakes not so great
A report released this week shows 
the Great Lakes are becoming more 
polluted, despite years of clean-up 
efforts. The amount of dangerous 
pollutants climbed by 21 per cent 
between 1998 and 2002. Discharg-
es were up dramatically on the U.S. 
side, but Canada isn’t much better.

» Hockey takes a gamble
Attempting to put the lockout sea-
son behind it, the NHL took a hit 
this week over gambling allegations 
linked to Phoenix assistant coach Rick 
Tocchet. Information is still sketchy, 
but the controversy is something the 
sport could do without as it attempts 
to win back fans.

We ought to get real reform from feds
���������
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���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Business as usual
in Ottawa?

It sure was nice to see 
a proper, right-wing 
government sworn 

in this week – you’ll see 
some changes in short 
order. Still, if I’m gonna 
be fair about things, I got 
concerns about the cabi-
net that Stephen Harper 
picked. 

Unlike some of the whin-
ers, I got no issue with the 
fact most of ‘em have no ex-
perience – we don’t want a 
bunch of career politician 
types campin’ out in Ot-
tawa. New blood is good 
where that’s concerned. 
But that French fella get-
tin’ put in the Senate and 
in cabinet just don’t hold. 
First off, we don’t want 
the party doin’ what that 
traitor Mulroney did: we 
didn’t come this far to 
start suckin’ up to Que-
bec. That much ain’t ne-
gotiable. And Harper said 
we’d get an elected Senate, 
then he turns around and 
puts another one of them 
in there.

I’m sure it’s them back-
room boys that’s makin’ 
them suggestions, what 
with some of those cursed 
Mulroney types on board 
– what the hell was Harp-
er thinkin’? If he’s got 
to have them lowlifes 
around, then he ought to 
ignore ‘em every time they 

come up with boneheaded 
ideas like this one.

Me, I gotta go with that 
great Canadian Link By-
field on this one – “Phony 
reform is far worse than 
no reform at all.”
PROFILIN’ IS WHAT POLICE 

SHOULD BE DOIN’
One place we’d better 

see reform, and pronto, is 
the courts. I damn near 
choked on my toast – the 
wife was ready to call 911 
since I was turnin’ red 
– when I seen how some 
dumbass judge threw 
out a cut-and-dried case 
against a druggie because 
of “racial profiling.”

Seems this fella was 
Vietnamese or somesuch, 
and the cops caught him 
red-handed with one of 
them marijuana growin’ 
operations – tracked him 
down on account of his 
name on the books at the 
land registry. Turns out 
there’s a whole bunch of 
them people do this kinda 
thing, but bein’ political-
ly correct is much more 
important than puttin’ 
criminals in jail.

If I’ve said it once, I’ve 

said it a thousand times: 
profilin’ is what cops are 
supposed to do. When you 
get one of them shootings 
that are going on all the 
time in Toronto – you 
sure didn’t see that kind 
of thing back in the days 
of Toronto the Good, but 
that’s changed because 
of federal policies – it 
sure as heck ain’t little, 
old white ladies the cops 
are after. You got a crime, 
you go lookin’ for those 
most likely to be commit-
tin’ that type of thing. It’s 
pretty simple.

The police have only got 
so much manpower, so 
you can be sure they ain’t 
wastin’ time when they’re 
looking for scumbags. 
They know where to start 
lookin’ for the criminals, 
so just let ‘em do their 
jobs. If certain groups 
stop bein’ criminals, the 
police ain’t gonna bother 
with ‘em.

CARTOON FLAP SHOWS 
WHO THE NUTJOBS ARE

One place where you 
know you can use a wide 
brush is them crazy ter-
rorist types out doin no 

end of illegal activities, 
this time over a bunch 
of cartoons. How slow on 
the uptake do you have to 
be to act like a bunch of 
pack animals?

You don’t need to look 
farther than what them 
nutjobs is up to if you 
want to know that George 
W. Bush is on the right 
track. In fact, he ought to 
do a bunch more to take 
care of those people, and I 
use the term loosely, who 
go about bein’ criminals 
on account of some car-
toons. 

The crybaby apologists 
will say it’s alright since 
some newspaper was 
makin’ religious insults. 
First off, the truth ain’t 
an insult. Second, reli-
gious folk in decent parts 
of the world is always 
seein’ people take pokes 
at Christianity. I ain’t the 
most practicin’ fella, but I 
do better than most, and 
I ain’t about to go off the 
deep end because of some 
comments by other folks 
– if I had a dime for ev-
ery movie, TV show and 
whatnot that made light 
of the Good Lord, I’d be 
the richest fella alive. 

There’s plenty of folks 
of faith who may not like 
the shots, but they don’t 
go actin’ like savages.

Just one day on the job and Stephen Harper was 
already up to his neck in it. Unfortunately for 
the new prime minister, the mess was entirely 
of his own making.

Sniping David Emerson from the Liberal ranks with 
the promise of a cabinet post reeked of hypocrisy giv-
en the histrionics that followed Berlinda Stronach’s 
move to the Liberals last year. If it was wrong when 
the Liberals did it, it’s no different for the Conserva-
tives. Tory MPs who heaped insults and abuse upon 
Stronach, branding her a turncoat, this week wel-
comed Emerson into the fold – although some pri-
vately took exception, the front is of a party delighted 
with the move.

Then, of course, we’ve got the case of Michael For-
tier, the Montreal businessman who’s going to be in 
cabinet by virtue of an appointment to the Senate. He 
comes to the job with no mandate, not having faced 
the electorate. He won’t be accountable from his seat 
in the Senate. Add to that Harper disregarding his 
promise of an elected upper chamber – the issue most 
divisive to stalwart party supporters – and Fortier is 
not holding the moral high ground in the highly sen-
sitive Public Works portfolio. You’ll remember that 
ministry in connection with the sponsorship scan-
dal.

Harper’s stance was further undermined by ap-
pointing former defence industry lobbyist Gordon 
O’Connor as his Minister of Defence. This despite 
years of railing against the close, back-and-forth na-
ture of lobbyists and politicians.

The Liberals, naturally, have been making political 
hay of Harper’s first week on the job, though they’re 
hardly in a position to raise too much of a fuss. Much 
of the negative feedback, however, has come from 
within – stories abound about disgruntled Tory MPs, 
especially those of the old Reform/Alliance wing that 
pushed for years for a new style of governance in Ot-
tawa. As well, the core supporters in the West are al-
ready making their grievances known as they worry 
about compromises and reflect on the unsavoury leg-
acy of the last Conservative government.

Critics expected the Tories to implode at some point 
– the more extreme MPs were kept muzzled through 
the election campaign – but no one predicted it would 
come so soon, and of Harper’s own doing, to boot.

Those who voted for change have every reason to 
be nervous. That said, it is early in the life of this 
government: the House doesn’t even resume sitting 
until April. There will undoubtedly be some interest-
ing developments, perhaps even positive ones, as this 
minority government attempts to put its mark on the 
country. Tory supporters will see some of the changes 
they want, though certainly not all given the party’s 
precarious position. 

The majority of Canadians who cast their votes else-
where, meanwhile, won’t have to wait long to find val-
idation for their distrust of Harper and his lot. Fac-
ing early dissention in the ranks, Harper will have to 
move to appease the right-wing of his party – a move 
almost guaranteed to incite rage on the left.

Today, of course, the PM is still dealing with fires 
that erupted immediately following his cabinet ap-
pointments. The Fortier/Senate experiment seems 
inexplicable – it should be quashed, though ego will 
rule that out. As for Emerson, calls that he return 
campaign funds to Liberal coffers and that he re-
sign to face the electorate as a Conservative will go 
unheeded –  $100,000 is a considerable sum … and he 
would almost certainly lose a by-election.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What’s your idea of a
romantic Valentine’s

Day gift?”
Brian
McHugh

“Do the dish-
es.”

Nagi
Kulufofski

“A day at the 
spa.”

Joanne
Cox

“A candlelight 
dinner.”

Shirley
Russwurm

“An intimate 
dinner.”

HYPER-AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL DANGERS OF EVEN TOY WEAPONS,
POLICE DECIDE TO GET PRO-ACTIVE IN CLEANING UP THE TOWNSHIP.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Best intentions aside, Emerson seals his own fate

Society never tackles 
root cause of its ills

OTTAWA— It is, 
on the day the re-
gime changed, The 

Town That Fun Forgot, 
so incestuous that the 
players never change.

You thought, silly vot-
ers, that you were throw-
ing the old rascals out. 
Only to discover the new 
rascals.

The shiny new kid from 
Calgary, promising to 
bring you new idealis-
tic politics as opposed 
to those baddies who 
brought you Adscam, 
bribes a two-week-old 
Liberal and plunks into 
the wheelchair Senate 
a Montreal millionaire 
stock market genius 
who allows he will run 
for a seat – wait for it – 
the next time an election 
comes around.

This scribbler has 
one thing to confess. It 
should go into the Guin-
ness Book of World Re-

cords. It is the only com-
pliment Joe Clark has 
ever given the scribbler.

It was after a long-ago 
Maclean’s column about 
one John Reynolds, 
then an obscure back-
bencher in Clark’s short-
lived government. Some 
shrewd Maclean’s editor 
wrote the headline on 
the column: Above all 
the MPs, John Reynolds 
Stands Head and Shoul-
ders Below the Rest. Joe 
nodded to me next day 
and gave a thumbs-up. 
I cherish it to this day, 
Joe not being famous for 
charity.

We mention this be-
cause we all know by 
now that Reynolds – a 
former salesman of toi-
letry products in Cali-
fornia – in his usual 
modesty boasts to the 
press that he was the ge-
nius who steered David 
Emerson into the Tory 

cabinet.
Emerson, you have to 

know, was born poor in 
a tiny town in northern 
Alberta. He had to have 
government scholar-
ships to get through uni-
versity. He was a deputy 
minister of finance in 
Victoria, rebuilt the 
Vancouver airport, was 
head of the biggest for-
est company in B.C. As 
the Calgary kid sez, he 
knows more about the 
softwood lumber file 
than anyone – including 
Washington.

At a cocktail party one 
evening, I asked Emer-
son how he liked living 
in Ottawa. He looked at 
me as if I wuz a moron. 
He just recused himself 

from spitting on the 
floor.

The “Central Canadi-
an” MPs from Toronto 
and Montreal who can 
drive leisurely home on 
the weekends to wifey 
and the brats have no 
idea of the ordeal of 
such as Emerson – five 
hours every weekend 
to British California, 
five hours back every 
Monday morning to The 
Town That Fun Forgot.

He detests the place. He 
is a businessman, who 
thought he was coming 
down here to help Van-
couver and B.C.

He is an innocent in a 
cynical town. He thinks 
he can be more useful for 
Vancouver in a new gov-

ernment than sitting in 
the back-bench opposite, 
completely powerless. 

A Vancouver Sun poll 
shows that 25 per cent of 
his working-class Van-
couver-Kingsway riding 
Liberal voters didn’t 
even know the name of 
their candidate. 

Good luck, Emerson, 
who I actually like, 
but you are going to be 
creamed. And Harper, 
who deserves it.
AND A FINAL 

THING: When the re-
gime changes, the usual 
nonsense happens. The 
locale: the bar of the 
Chateau Laurier, the 
famed stony castle sits 
astride the Rideau Ca-
nal, the world’s longest 
skating rink.  

It is where, some 100 
yards beneath Parlia-
ment Hill, everyone who 
is everyone gathers. I 
am seated with two long-

time friends, Senator 
Janis Johnson, widow of 
Newfoundland premier 
Frank Moores, and Wen-
dy Camp, widow of the 
famed Dalton Camp.

We are having a pleas-
ant chat when there is 
lurching into our com-
pany, happily positioned 
beside the bar, one David 
Herle, he being the ge-
nius backroom boy who 
invented Paul Martin 
Junior and devised the 
most stupid campaign 
strategy we have ever 
seen.

He lurched – the usual 
unkempt Saskatchewan 
beard, dressed like 
a truck driver – and 
screamed at this inno-
cent scribbler. The coffee 
cups rattled. The wait-
ers recoiled. I thanked 
him. He had just given 
me a free column. There 
is nothing worse than a 
sour loser.

To the Editor,
If society were a machine, 

we’d be able to engineer 
away problems like gang 
violence, child poverty and 
discrimination.

Unfortunately, it’s not, 
causing man to apply ban-
dages when major surgery 
is needed, leaving the root 
to fester.

McGuinty, alarmed at the 
skyrocketing rate of high 
school dropouts, plans to 
withhold a driver’s licence 
from the “offenders,” a pu-
nitive approach raising se-
vere questions about per-
sonal rights and freedoms 
and a looming police state.

Wouldn’t we all like it to 
be so easy? Legislators out-
law discrimination, naive-
ly believing it’s gone when 
we all know in our heart of 

hearts that it’s still alive 
and well, albeit masked 
for propriety’s sake. Proof 
can be found in the star-
tling fact that, although 
African-Americans con-
stitute only 13 per cent of 
the American population, 
they represent more than 
half the prison population.

Gun violence in Toronto, 
which pales in comparison 
to American cities of simi-
lar size, gave candidates 
opportunity to make po-
litical hay at the expense of 
the problem. Some say hire 
more officers, others insist 
tougher laws and manda-
tory sentences will do it, 
while others suggest tight-
ening up border crossings 
to stem the flow of guns.

The fact is that laws at 
best force compliance 
among those so inclined 
and at worst drives the 

LOVE ‘EM OR HATE ‘EM - THEY LIKE TO SPEAK THEIR MINDS
FOLLOW OUR EXCLUSIVE COLUMNISTS (THE ONES YOU LOVE AND THE ONES YOU HATE), EVERY WEEK.

▼ See POLITICAL page 10
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Notice for approval of work
on the Conestogo River —  St. Jacob's Mill Dam

Notice under the Navigable
Waters Protection Act

The Grand River Conservation Authority hereby gives notice that an appli-
cation has been made to the Minister of Transport pursuant to the
Navigable Waters Protection Act for approval of the work described herein
and its site and plans.

Pursuant to section 9 of the said Act, the Grand River Conservation
Authority has deposited with the Minister of Transport, and in the office of
the District Registrar of the Land Registry Regional Municipality of Waterloo
at 30 Duke Street West, Kitchener, Ontario under deposit number 1582153,
a description of the following work, its site and plans: a safety boom and an
existing dam (St. Jacob's Mill Dam) across the Conestogo River at St.
Jacob's, Ontario Lot 40, German Tract Concession.

Comments regarding the effect of this work on marine navigation may be
directed to: The Superintendent, Navigable Waters Protection Program,
Transport Canada, 100 Front St. S, Sarnia, Ontario, N7T 2M4.

However, comments will be considered only if they are in writing and are
received not later than 30 days after the date of this notice.  Although all
comments conforming to the above will be considered, no individual
response will be sent.

Signed at Grand River Conservation Authority, Head Office, Cambridge,
Ontario this 1st day of February 2006.

Grand River Conservation Authority
400 Clyde Road,
Cambridge, Ont.
(519) 621-2761
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Harper is scary, but election results could have been worse
In the past two weeks, a 

number of people have 
asked me why I’m not 

more upset about the pros-
pect of Stephen Harper as 
prime minister (these are 
usually, but not always, the 
same people who are erro-
neously claiming that the 
NDP didn’t say a negative 
word about the Reformato-
ries for the entire election 
campaign). Don’t I find 
him and the party that he 
represents “scary”? 

To answer both ques-
tions: Yes, I am upset 
about the election results 
(although not as upset as I 
could have been) and, yes, 
I am scared about what 
Harper would like to do 
in office. Right off the bat, 
I should clarify that there 
were two possible election 
results that would have 
been significantly more 
upsetting to me: either a 
Liberal majority govern-
ment or a Conservative 
majority government. 
And, although Liberal 
minority would have been 
marginally less upsetting 
to me than a Conserva-
tive minority, I’ve never 
believed that the Liberals 
were much of an alterna-
tive. In other words, since 
neither NDP majority nor 
an NDP minority resulted 
from the Jan. 23 vote, I’ll 
have to live with the result 
that we got.

I’ve been carefully fol-

lowing Harper’s career 
ever since he first started 
showing up on television 
as a spokesperson for this 
strange group calling it-
self the Reform Party. I 
see little to admire in his 
politics, nor those of the 
people who surround him. 
I fully expect to be fighting 
against nearly everything 
that his government pro-
poses (the proposed Fed-
eral Accountability Act 
being the main exception). 
But, let’s face it, when in 
my life as a politically en-
gaged person (i.e. since 
roughly age 12) has that 
not been the case? 

I didn’t like large parts 
of the policy agendas of 
Pierre Trudeau, Brian 
Mulroney, Jean Chrétien 
or Paul Martin. Provin-
cially, I was personally 
offended by policies of 
Conservative, Liberal and 
even NDP governments 
(although it’s fair to say 
that the offense was far 
worse under the Harris 
Conservatives) and I spoke 
out strongly against those 
policies. 

Our job as citizens 
doesn’t end when the bal-
lots are counted. I’d like 
to think that we all have a 
duty to be engaged in the 
dialogue between govern-
ments and the governed. 
The fact that I fought hard 
to get Bob Rae elected in 
1990 doesn’t mean that I 

was obliged to forgive him 
when he did something 
that I disagreed with. And, 
the fact that I find the Con-
servative agenda to be dis-
tasteful doesn’t mean that 
I should just say, “They’re 
scary!” and hide under the 
blankets for the duration 
of Harper government.

So, with that in mind, 
let’s get started, with some 
thoughts on the new cabi-
net and some of the poli-
cies that it might bring 
forward:

• I wonder if the Conser-
vatives who said nasty (not 
to mention sexist) things 
about Belinda Stronach 
when she crossed the floor 
to join the Liberals would 
you like to take them back 
now. 

• To all of those people in 
Vancouver Kingsway who 
voted Liberal to “stop the 
Conservatives,” I bet you 
all feel pretty damned fool-
ish right now. Really, that 
categorization should ex-
tend to anyone in the rest 
of the country who did the 
same thing. 

• After the election, when 
David Emerson said that 
he was going to be “Ste-
phen Harper’s worst en-
emy,” was he lying? Or, is 

he just a huge hypocrite?
• Anyone who has a pa-

per copy (since they al-
tered the article on their 
Web site right away) of 
this week’s edition of The 
Hill Times should save it. 
Their brave prediction 
that David Emerson would 
be a strong candidate for 
the Liberal leadership is a 
great “Dewey Defeats Tru-
man” moment.

• Don’t place too much 
weight on the fact that 
the Conservatives have 
appointed a minister re-
sponsible for Democratic 
Renewal (Niagara Falls 
MP Rob Nicholson). The 
Liberals actually had two 
ministers sharing respon-
sibility for that file (and 
one of them was Belinda 
Stronach), and nothing 
happened. And, given that 
the Conservatives marked 
their first day in office by 
appointing someone who 
ran against them just two 
weeks before and someone 
who didn’t seek election at 
all (party backroom boy 
Michael Fortier), I don’t 
have a lot of hope that the 
next election will be any 
fairer than this one.

• The proposed Account-
ability Act prohibits peo-

ple who’ve worked for the 
government from lobby-
ing their former depart-
ment. But, Harper clearly 
doesn’t have a problem 
with appointing defence 
industry lobbyist Gordon 
O’Connor as his Defence 
Minister. Nor does he 
have a problem appointing 
a Heritage Minister (Bev 
Oda) for whom the record-
ing industry held a major 
fundraising event (they 
were hedging their bets, 
raising money for both 
ODA and Liberal Heritage 
Minister Liza Frulla and 
her Parliamentary Secre-
tary Sam Bulte).

• The idea of Stockwell 
Day as Minister of Pub-
lic Safety makes me feel 

considerably less safe 
(although he’ll no doubt 
protect us from being 
trampled by dinosaurs). 
I’m worried that he’ll be 
even more prone to jailing 
people without charge and 
will do a lot to endanger 
Canadians abroad (just 
check out his remarks 
about Maher Arar when 
he was first detained).

• Just six women in Cabi-
net? You’ve come a long 
way, baby… and now we’re 
taking you right back to 
where you were in 1980.

Rest assured that I’ll 
have more in the weeks, 
months and, potentially, 
years to come. Harper and 
his minions are bound to 
give me lots of material.

injustice underground to 
grow. What’s needed is the 
political will from above to 
implement far-reaching 
changes to the way we live 
in society. Gang members, 
many marginalized with 
little chance of employ-
ment and schooling, come 
together in an effort to 
be “somebodies,” to find 
strength in numbers, to 
have power, even at the 
end of a barrel.

Society has failed these 
young people. We know 
the solution, but want a 
quick fix administered 
from a distance. Commu-

nity policing where of-
ficers holster their guns 
and become a course of 
encouragement in violent 
neighbourhoods would be 
a large step, with drop-in 
centres where kids can 
hang out and find role 
models.

The key is to offer hope, 
an alternative to mayhem 
and a sense that some-
body really cares about 
what happens to them. 
Churches of all denomina-
tions should invade these 
troubled areas, putting 
feet to their faith, forsak-
ing the comfortable pew.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

Political will needed
Continued from page 9
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Woolwich surplus goes to rec. facilities Elmira building goes condoTownship backs study for new trunk sewer in Elmira
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RRSP
57 month Term Deposit

4.25%

Planning for LIFE!

RRSP loans 
available 
at Prime

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

A tradition of trust.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s more to feet 
than meets the eye 
for Elmira’s latest en-
trepreneur. Jennifer 

Metzger has made a business 
out of the appendage – using 
refl exology to rub out people’s 
woes. 

A lot of people have ques-
tioned the therapist’s career 
focus.

“If it bothered me at all, I cer-
tainly couldn’t do it because 
you see a lot of feet,” explained 
Metzger. “I get a great amount 
of benefi t out of knowing that 
I’m helping this person heal or 
just being able to help that per-
son relax.”

Metzger works part-time out 
of her home and makes house 
calls offering sessions of foot 
relaxation from 20- and 60-
minute durations.

“To me, refl exology is natu-
ral, it’s not intrusive,” she told 
the Observer. “It’s a healing 
art. You have 700-plus nerve 
endings in the feet – basically 
we are putting application 
pressure on those refl exes to 
improve circulation.”

It works on the theory that 
the body is strung together by 
a matrix of nerves and by af-
fecting one part of the nerve 
one can cause a reaction at an-
other point in the nerve. 

The most effective places to 

A heel-ing touch
Refl exologist Jennifer Metzger opens Elmira clinic 

work are the feet and hands, 
where the nerves end. Ap-
plying pressure to precise 
nerve endings causes a chain 
reaction. Using this theory, 
Metzger can rub a client’s feet 
and bring relief to the back.

“The feet mirror the body,” 
she began. “Your toes are kind 
of like your head and ball of 
you foot is the chest-lung area, 
the arch is your internals and 
the heel is your pelvis.”

Each part of the foot coincides 
with a part of the body which 
enables the profession and an-
cient art to infl uence such ail-
ments as insomnia, asthma, 
migrant, anxiety, stress, men-
struation, constipation, gout, 
digestion and diabetes. 

To maximize a session, 
Metzger takes a brief medical 
history from her clients. 

“If a person has diabetes, for 
example, you wouldn’t work 
as long on their feet and you 
wouldn’t put pressure in on 
certain areas,” she explained. 
Extended pressure on certain 
areas of the feet would over 
stimulate the pancreas and 
kidneys which are already 
working hard to regulate sug-
ar and insulin in a diabetic. 

But people with disease 
should not shy away from a 
professional foot polish, be-
cause there’s an upside.    

“You’re going to get the circu-
lation improving and a lot of 
diabetics have problems with 

their feet,” she said. “Even get-
ting the pressure points on the 
feet will get everything mov-
ing.”

The benefi ts of a refl exology 
massage are numerous – not 
only because of the detailed 
work that a professional like 
Metzger can do, but also be-
cause of the sleep-like state 
your body undergoes.   

“When you’re having refl exol-
ogy done, your body tempera-
ture lowers and you go into a 
state of rest and repair,” she 
explained. “That’s when you 
get self-healing. It’s all about 
homeostasis – that balancing 
of the body.” 

The refl exologist has been in-
teresting in the fancy foot work 
since she started researching it 
in high school. After following 
a degree in applied geography 
at Ryerson University, she has 
returned to the profession and 
set up shop in her hometown.

Metzger, who hung out her 
shingle Feb. 6, is certifi ed un-
der the Haelen School for the 
Creative and Healing Arts 
where she studied, but she is 
patiently awaiting her regis-
tration papers from the Reg-
istration Refl exology Council 
of Ontario, due any day. The 
document will allow her to is-
sue tax receipts to her clients. 

JOE MERLIHAN

FANCY FOOTWORK Refl exologist 
Jennifer Metzger opened her new Elmira 
business this week.

Even before tackling its budget surplus for 2005, Woolwich council this 
week opted to transfer $420,000 to its Recreation Facilities Development 
Reserve Fund. The money is part of one-time payments the township 
received last year from the province.

A longstanding plan to revamp the sanitary sewers in Elmira’s north end 
is back on the books. Woolwich council this week approved spending up to 
$41,000 with Naylor Engineering Associates to do an environmental investi-
gation for a new trunk sewer cutting through the Crompton Co. lands.

Traditionally home to single-family residential development, Elmira will 
see a small condominium development, as council this week approved 
a plan to convert a four-unit building at 90 Arthur St. S. The newly con-
structed building replaced a home destroyed by fi re in 2004.

PC CONNEXIONS

EXPERT PC & DIGITAL SERVICE  @ THE LOWEST PRICE

COMPUTER
Consulting & Service

COLOUR SCAN • COLOUR PRINT • BUSINESS CARDS • FLYERS • BROCHURES

PC UPGRADES • VIRUS REMOVAL
NETWORKING • DATA RECOVERY

SPYWARE MONITOR
PC TUNING & INSTALL

Bring your PC in today and take it home the SAME DAY

DROP IN FROM ONLY
$30.00

OFFICE
NETWORK

MAINTENANCE
SERVICE

COLOUR PRINTS
FROM

55¢ CALL: (519) 497-5251
885 King St. N., WAGNER’S CORNER, Waterloo

Our Temporary location is beside Raphael’s Pizza downtown Elmira.
669-8234

WALK-INS WELCOME 
OR MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.

Our Temporary location is beside Raphael’s Pizza downtown Elmira.

JASON
CLOWES

REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST

Welcome Jason!
WELCOME!

WATCH FOR DETAILS ABOUT 
OUR GRAND RE-OPENING 

AT OUR BIRDLAND 
LOCATION MARCH 4, 06
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When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and win a 

snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world...
Bring the essentials.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks’ win-win week-
end has primed them 
for the playoffs, land-

ing atop the Junior Develop-
ment league standings

Two home games put the boys 
one point ahead of the Delhi 
Travellers after a 5-1 win Feb. 
4, and 10 points in front of the 
Hagersville Hawks after a 5-2 
victory Feb. 3.

The Jacks had 62 points (29-
6-2-2) going into their 40th and 
final game of the year in Ta-
vistock Friday night (results 
were not available before press 
time).

“It was a battle for first place,” 
coach Chip Seiling said after 
the Delhi match. “We were a 
point behind Delhi coming into 
the night’s game. Now we’re a 
point ahead of them.”

Delhi wasn’t an easy win, 
though.

“It was obvious in the first 
period it was a first-place game 
because both teams were fly-
ing,” Seiling told the Observer. 

Even though both teams were 

Jacks post back-to-back home wins
Wellesley in first place as Junior Development season winds down

chopping up the ice, the first 
20 minutes saw only Wellesley 
pot a goal, although Delhi out-
shot their hosts 13-7. The Jacks’ 
marker came at 12:27 when 
centre Darryl Randall took 
a feed from defenceman Pat-
rick Shantz and winger Dan 
Berwick to lob it past Delhi’s 
keeper.

“Our shots were on tonight,” 
said the coach. “When the boys 
were open for a shot they were 
barrelling them into the back 
of the net, which was good to 
see.”

Play was swifter in the sec-
ond, as Wellesley netted three 
more. Meanwhile, at the other 
end of the ice netminder Chris 
Russwurm stopped all 26 shots 
on his cage. 

At 10:00, the second puck was 
buried by centre Black Martin 
with a feed from Cam Jamie-
son and Wes Hauck, doubling 
the score to 2-0.

Patrick Shantz capitalized on 
a power play feed from Justin 
Bremner to sink Wellesley’s 
third biscuit at 7:53. 

With 25 seconds on the clock, 
Jamieson gained control from 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The distance be-
tween second and 
third place grew 

for the Mid-Western Ju-
nior B hockey league last 
weekend. The Elmira 
Sugar Kings lost both of 
their games, including 
one in Brantford.

With the losses, Elmi-
ra remained stagnant 
in the standings, while 
Brantford increased to 

Golden Eagles take 5-3 win over Kings
Brantford increases its hold on second-place

66 points (31-8-2-2) with 
two wins. The Golden 
Eagles now have 13 more 
points than the Kings (26-
17-1) and five fewer than 
the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks (35-8-1), which 
have been leading the 
league through much of 
the season.

Listowel trails the Kings 
with a 20-17-2-5 record (47 
points). Guelph is in fifth 
place (48 points), followed 
by Kitchener and Strat-
ford at 46 apiece. Water-

loo currently holds the 
last playoff spot with 35 
points.

In Stratford Feb. 3, 
Elmira fell 4-2 with a per-
formance that left much 
to be desired, suggested 
coach John East.

“We were really disap-
pointed with the effort 
Friday night. It was a 
game that we thought we 
should have had,” he told 
the Observer. “It was a 
team that’s behind us in 
the standings … and is a 

potential first-round op-
ponent.”

Elmira landed the first 
and last goals of the game, 
but Stratford potted more 
than enough between 
them to secure the win. 
Using a power-play ad-
vantage, Alex Sharpe put 
one past Culliton net-
minder Andrew Jackson 
at 15:10 in the first period. 
Brock Zinken and Adam 
MacDonnell provided the 
helpers.

From there, Stratford 

kicked into high gear, 
marking four goals: one 
courtesy of Dan Graul 
(from Tyler Taylor and 
Zach Dalpe) at 6:32 in 
the first, followed by a 
natural hat trick by Nick 
McParland in the sec-
ond. Brandon Buck and 
Shayne Andrews assisted 
on all three of McPar-
land’s goals.

Making it two power-
play goals on the night, 
Jeff Zippel and Dan 
Rhame pitched in to help 

Rob Mercer land Elmira’s 
final goal of the game at 
15:03 in the third.

Shots on net were fairly 
matched, as Jackson saw 
39 attempts through the 
60 minutes, one more than 
Elmira’s Blake Scherer.

While the scoreboard 
also favoured Brantford 
last Saturday, the Kings 
kept the pressure on. 
Eagles’ netminder Scott 
Van Bommel was pelted 
with 52 shots throughout 

▼ See KINGS page 13

DESIREE FINHERT

▼ See JACKS page 16

With a 12-5-7 record, the Twin Centre Peewee B Hericanes finished out the 
regular season atop the South Western Girls Hockey League’s western confer-
ence. Their 31 points was more than enough to best second-place Cambridge 
(24 points). The ranking earned Twin Centre a first round bye in the playoffs.

It was a gold medal finish for the Woolwich Belle ringette squad last Sat-
urday in Seaforth. The team bested its competitors in three straight tourna-
ment matches, earning the championship title. They faced the host team in 
the finals; Woolwich won 10-3.

Elmira swimmer Ian Kendall brought home gold, bronze and two silver 
medals from the Swim Ontario Short Course Western Championship in 
Brantford, Feb. 3 to 5. He swam with the Region of Waterloo Swim Club, 
which garnered 53 medals in total.

 

JUST TRY ME Wellesley Applejacks’ goaltender Chris Russwurm defends his turf in 5-1 win over the Delhi Travellers Feb. 4.

12    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • SPORTS PAGES • FEBRUARY 11, 2006



����������������
�����������

�����������

Thoughts about bass

����������������

�������
���

�������
����
����

����

������
������������������

�����������
�������������

�����������
������

HAWKESVILLE
������������

10

17

85

���������

������������������
17

�����
����

������

���������

���������
����������

�������
��������

����������
���������������������

��������������

������
����������

�������

���������������

�����������

�������

�

�����������

������������
�������

��������������
��������������������������

������������

������

������������
�������

�����������������

������

�������������

��������

�������������

����������������������������

������

���������

�������������

������������
����

��������
��������

������������
�������

���������������������������������

���������

��������������

������������
������������

��������������
�������������������

��������������
����������

���������
����������������

�������������

���������

�������
�����������

��������

�����������
��������������������

�������������

�������

��������
�������������

����������� ����������

������
���������������������

��������

��������
������������������

����������

������
���������������

���������������������������������

���������������

��������������������������������

������������

�������������

�����������

�������

���������

����
���

���������������

���������

�������

������

����������

�������

��������

��������������

������

������������
�����������������

���������

���

������������

�������������
������

����������

������������
���������

������������

�������������

������������
����

���
���

�������������

������������

����

������������

�������

��������������

���������

���
���

���

Groundhog Day

�������
���������

���
���

����������

���
���

���������
������������������

�����

���

���������

���������

���������

������������

������������

�������������

������������ ������������

���

������������

������������

���������

������������

����

�������
�����

����

����� �������
���������

�����

������������

���

�������
���������

���������

���������

���������

���
������������������

����

������������

�������
������

�������������

���� ����������
���������

�����

����
���

�������
�������

�������������
�������

�������
���������

�������
����������������������

�������
���������

�������
����������

�������
��������� ���

���
�������
�������

��
���

�������
���������

������������������ ������
��

���

����

����

�������
��������

���������������

�������
���������

�������
��������

�������
���������

the game, compared to 
just 23 faced by Elmira’s 
Trevor Van Wyck. In 
both the first and third 
periods, Elmira put to-
gether more than double 
the number of attempts 
made by the opposition 
– it was nearly double in 
the middle period.

“It was a much better ef-
fort than what we had Fri-
day night in Stratford,” 
East offered. “The guys 
bounced back Saturday. 
We played a much better 
game – their goaltender 
probably being the differ-
ence in the game. … He 
made some great saves.”

Despite the visitors’ ef-
forts, it was Brantford that 
landed the first couple of 
tallies. One came with 
54 seconds to go in the 
opening frame, courtesy 
of Kris Kroulouski (from 
Joel Rennie). Following up 
at 14:41 in the second, Der-
ek Klein and John Neal 
teamed up to help Mark 
Stockdale put the rubber 
past the goal line. 

But Elmira managed 
to take those two back, 
thanks to power play ad-
vantages. Chad Swartz-
entruber took advantage 

Kings falter as playoffs loom

of the extra man with a 
marker at 10:46, assisted 
by Tyler Soehner and 
John Lunney.

Soehner also pitched 
in on his team’s second 
goal; Mercer tied it up at 
7:14. Zinken also helped 
on the goal.

Brantford, however, 
wasn’t done changing 
the scoreboard in the sec-
ond. Reclaiming the lead, 
Eagle Zane Neily planted 
one more at 6:39, aided 

by Klein and Jay Grant-
Hose.

Elmira poured on the 
pressure in the final 20-
minutes but couldn’t 
come up with the win. 
The Eagles landed two 
more markers before the 
Kings responded with 
one of their own.

A power play advantage 
opened the door for Grant-
Hose to get one past Van 
Wyck at 17:19. Assisting 
on that one were Ryan 
Benesch and John Neal. 
The second goal followed 
less than two minutes lat-
er, when Geoff Fullerton 
planted one unassisted.

Rounding out the score-
board at 14:31, Swartzen-
truber clawed one back 
with an unassisted tally 
of his own.

Back in action today 
(Feb. 11), the Kings are in 
Cambridge. They return 
to the Elmira Arena to-
morrow for a 7 p.m. face-
off with Brantford.

The Kings hit the ice 
again for a Tuesday 
home game against 
the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks. That game takes 
the place of a cancelled 
Jan. 7 game. The puck 
drops at 7:30 p.m.

Continued from page 12

The other day my ice 
fishing buddy and I 
went out for splake, 

which, as most of you 
know, is a cross between 
speckled and lake trout. 
Unfortunately, we never 
connected with these 
sporty fish and all we 
caught was a bass. Since 
it was out of season, we 
promptly slipped it back 
down the hole.

But this led us to discuss 
why bass are such dead 
weights when caught un-
der the ice. In summer 
time, after all, they are 
great fighters, often leap-
ing out of the water, tail 
dancing, and putting on 
quite a show. What is it 
about frigid water that 
changes all this? 

And then it occurred to 
me. They probably fight 
just as well under the 
ice, right up until the 
leaping out of the water 
part. Let’s face it, run-
ning head first into an 
immovable wall of ice 
would slow you down 
a bit too. It’s why I quit 
playing hockey.

The fact that I caught the 
very same bass 15 min-
utes later from the same 
hole also said a lot about 
how its mental processes 
were affected. This also 
goes a long way toward 
explaining why I am now 
a writer.

I only mention this as 
yet another example of 
how bored anglers wait-
ing for the bite can solve 
the scientific mysteries 
that have been nagging 

mankind since the lakes 
froze up.

The problem, however, 
is that with this great 
knowledge comes great 
responsibility. Now we 
are obligated to do some-
thing to help these stupid 
fish.  

That’s why I propose 
that next autumn, just 
before the bass season 
closes, each angler place 
little bicycle helmets on 
any bass that they are 
about to release.

It might sound revolu-
tionary, but I think that 
in the long run this will 
make bass a better game 
fish all round. First off, 
it will help weed out the 
gene pool. Let’s face it, 
no female bass would 
ever bother to mate with 
a male bass wearing a 
bicycle helmet. No sir, if 
high school was any in-
dication at all, they want 
you to have a muscle car 
or a van, preferably with 
a racing stripe. It doesn’t 
matter how many gears 
you have on your bike ei-
ther. And they could care 
less about the fact that 
you could ride it with 
no hands, do wheelies, 
or even ride them home 
on your handlebars. No 
sir, suddenly they were 
all high and mighty and 
better than you simply 
because you took a little 

longer to mature and 
still had hockey cards in 
your spokes and all. … It 
doesn’t matter that you 
wore a bicycle helmet 
only because your mom 
made you, either. Nope 
you were pretty much 
ruled you out as a cool 
kid. Um, maybe I’ve said 
too much, but you get the 
idea.

The fact that these hel-
met-wearing bass are 
eliminated from the 
gene pool can only lead 
to smarter bass, which 
will ultimately prove to 
be sportier. I’m guessing 
that within a few gen-
erations you won’t catch 
them at all through the 
ice as they will be smart 
enough to figure out 
ways to get down south 
for the winter. Then 
they’ll return in spring, 
bigger, well-rested, more 
worldly and with Disney 
souvenirs. 

Moreover, if you happen 
to catch one of those bass 
wearing bicycle helmets 
you just slap another 
Chiquita banana sticker 
on it so that biologists 
will learn more about 
the life cycle of stupid 
fish. Not that I’ve given 
this much thought.

Now you’ll have to ex-
cuse me, I’ve got a new 
bell to install on my 
bike.

CHAD SWARTZENTRUBER
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A day after the Twin 
Centre Atom 
Three Stars fi n-

ished at the top of their 

Atom Stars top league, bring home tourney gold
Game two of three pushed into triple overtime; Stars came out victorious

local league standings, 
they brought home tour-
nament gold. With three 
straight wins, the Stars 
earned championship sta-
tus at Drayton Hockey’s 
Atom LL Tournament 

last Sunday (Feb. 5).
“They thought that was 

great. … When they all 
got the trophy, it was 
their own Canada Cup,” 
commented head coach 
Callum McKee. 

“The kids have worked 
hard throughout the 
whole season and this 
was a nice way to fi n-
ish off the season before 
playoffs.” 

The tournament started 
out on somewhat rocky 
footing, courtesy of 
Mother Nature. Power 
outages brought on by 
a winter storm forced 

the play schedule to be 
pushed back somewhat; 
fl ickering lights contin-
ued throughout the day.

But that didn’t stop the 
Atom Three Stars from 
racking up a 5-1 advantage 
over Listowel One before 
the game was called off. 
With 2:30 left to go in the 
game, the lights went out 
again: coaches and game 
offi cials agreed to let the 
score stand.

“It (power) probably 
went off about three times 
during the game,” the 
coach said, adding the 
score wasn’t depictive of 

the game, as Listowel One 
proved to be rather stiff 
competition. “They had a 
couple of big players and 
a couple of kids with lots 
of speed.”

In their second game 
of the day, Twin Centre 
faced off against Drayton, 
which won a similar tour-
nament, also hosted by 
Drayton Hockey, the day 
before. Another team was 
unable to compete because 
of the weather Sunday, so 
the home team picked up 
their sticks once again.

Tied 1-1 at the end of reg-
ulation time, the teams 

pushed all the way to tri-
ple overtime (two-on-two) 
before a winner could be 
crowned. Twin Centre 
took the game 2-1.

“That was a nail-biter. 
They were getting a little 
anxious about the score 
when it got down there and 
they were excited when it 
got into overtime,” McKee 
explained. “The advan-
tage clearly came our way 
[in overtime]. It was defi -
nitely more lopsided in 
our direction. The tempo 
changed when we got into 
overtime.”

With two wins under 
their belts, the Stars pro-
gressed to the champion-
ship round against Lis-
towel Two. Twin Centre 
held the lead throughout, 
fi nishing on the up side of 
a 4-2 scoreboard.

“I would defi nitely say we 
held the tempo through-
out,” the coach comment-
ed, suggesting that while 
the score was closer, the 
Listowel One team was 
actually more diffi cult to 
play. “They were a little 
more of a rougher team 
than Listowel Two.”

Now that the regular 
season is done, and with 
the tournament victory 
behind them, Atom Three  
has its sights set on the 
playoffs, which get under-
way today (Feb. 11).

ATOM-IC POWER

DESIREE FINHERT

KEEN EYE Woolwich 
Major Atom Wildcat 
right-winger Dalton 
Wojcik eyes the puck, 
fl anked by centre 
Matt Schieck and 
a Burlington player 
in a 2-0 win Feb. 4. 
Woolwich tied 2-2 
against Burlington 
in playoff action 
Wednesday (Feb. 8).
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Some local high school 
students are testing 
their mettle in Al-

gonquin Park this week-
end, as they take part in a 
three-day dog sledding ad-
venture. The Outers Club 
left yesterday (Feb. 10) on 

Outers Club blazing a dog-sledding trail
Group of 17 students in Algonquin Park for adventure this weekend

its second trip of the year 
– they’re scheduled to re-
turn from the wilderness 
Monday evening.

“For many of them, they 
have never done a genu-
ine wilderness out trip 
experience. So for them, 
it’s eye-opening. They go 
there with only the vagu-
est sense of what a canoe 

trip or a dog sledding trip 
involves and by the time 
they get back they’re a 
pretty cohesive group of 
friends that have just had 
the time of their lives,” 
explained Ken Reid, club 
coordinator. 

“I love watching their 
appreciation of the whole 
thing open up in front of 

me. It’s very, very grati-
fying in that way. The 
students love it and that’s 
very infectious.”

Upon their arrival, the 
group was scheduled to 
take part in an hour-long 
training course run by 
an outfi tter at the park. 
From there, the lessons 
are learned as they’re in 

the park and on a sled. 
Three dog sled guides 

will join them for the 
trip.

Two to a sled, they take 
turns driving the dogs 
from one camp to the 
next. The Grade 11 and 12 
students will spend the 
nights at pre-established 
camps run by the outfi t-

ter, complete with heated 
tents.

“For the fi rst while, you 
feel, frankly, terrifi ed. 
You think ‘I’m going to 
die,’ and within 15 min-
utes you don’t feel that 
way anymore and by the 
end of the fi rst day you 
feel like an expert,” Reid 

▼ See STUDENTS page 16
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
ATOM LL
FEB. 4
• Woolwich One 3
   St. George Two 2
Goals: Jasper Bender, Jacob 
Hahn, Spencer Inglis
Assists: Jacob Hahn, Alex 
White, Zack Martin

MIDGET AE
JAN. 29
• Woolwich 4 Waterloo 4
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre (2), 
Blake Boucher, Mike Boucher
Assists: Blake Boucher 
(2), Brendan Cosgrove, Jay 
Asmussen
FEB. 5
• Woolwich 2 Orangeville 1
Goals: Kyle Frede, Justin 

Stuebing
Assists: Shane McTavish, Tanner 
Hackbart, Blaine Cressman

WOOLWICH GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
FEB. 4
• Woolwich 6 Waterloo Four 2
Goals: Brooke Davenport (2), 
Jessica Townsend (2), Cassandra 
Tuffnail, Taylor Rempel
Assists: Jessica Townsend, Ciara 
Hea, Michelle Bauman, Dana 
Colombo, Brooke Davenport

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 4
• Woolwich 1 Kitchener Hawks 0
Goals: Tori Martin, Meaghan 
Mechler, Emma Norcott

FEB. 7
• Woolwich 1
   Cambridge White 1
Goals: Maggie Lariviere
Assists: Heather Lorenz, 
Courtney Horst

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
ATOM C
FEB. 1
• Twin Centre 2 Woolwich 5
Goals: Taylor Holst, Jennifer 
Norris
Assists: Amanda Rose

ATOM LL
FEB. 5
• Twin Centre 1
   Cambridge Black 1
Goals: Roslyn Mainland

PEEWEE B
FEB. 1
• Twin Centre 1 Ancaster 1
Goals: Leanne Howorth
FEB. 3
• Twin Centre 1 Cambridge 0
Goals: Taylor Caldwell

BANTAM LL
FEB. 1
• Twin Centre 0 Tavistock 2

MIDGET C
JAN. 31
• Twin Centre 6 Wallace 1
Goals: Kendra Schnurr (2), 
Sharlyn Denstedt, Emma Greer, 
Holly Ogram, Rachel Ferrede
Assists: Lauren Howorth (2), 
Kaytlin Uberig, Meggy McTavish, 
Rachel Ferrede, Kendra Schnurr, 
Toni Di Benedetto, Emma Greer, 
Elyse Haid
FEB. 6
• Twin Centre 4 Cambridge 0

Goals: Meggy McTavish (2), 
Selby Smit (2)
Assists: Sarah Runstedler (2), 
Holly Ogram, Kendra Schnurr, 
Toni Di Benedetto

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
FEB. 1
• Woolwich 3 Waterloo 1
Goals: Shelley Shantz, Andrea 
Mitchell, Kassi Fritz
Assists: Kassi Fritz, Kelly Barnes, 
Andrea Mitchell, Amber Bauman

BELLE
FEB. 2
• Woolwich 3 Guelph 4
Goals: Gillian Primeau, Paige 
Steward, Megan Lee
Assists: April Hammell (2), 
Shelly Horst, Jessica Conlon, 
Jillian Pashar

Seaforth Tournament Feb. 
4
• Woolwich 6 St. Thomas 3
Goals: Gillian Primeau (2), 
Jillian Pashar (2), Steph Thomas, 
Megan Lee
Assists: Megan Lee (2), Steph 
Thomas, Jessica Conlon, Jillian 
Pashar, Shelly Horst
• Woolwich 8 Tara 4
Goals: Emily Brubacher (2), 
Megan Lee (2), Gilliam Primeau 
(2), Shelly Horst (2)
Assists: Shelly Horst (2), Emily 
Brubacher, Megan Lee, Jillian 
Pashar, Paige Steward
• Woolwich 10 Seaforth 3
Goals: Megan Lee (4), Paige 
Steward (3), Shelly Horst (2), 
Jillian Pashar
Assists: Amber Blamire (3), 
Emily Brubacher (3), April 
Hammell (2), Gilliam Primeau (2), 
Jillian Pashar (2), Jessica Conlon, 
Shelly Horst, Paige Steward 

defenceman Shawn 
Hannemann and Martin 
to knock one more be-
hind Delhi’s goalie, rais-
ing their lead to 4-0.

Delhi only made five 
shots following intermis-
sion, but one hit its mark. 
After the Travellers were 
held in limbo for more than 
42 minutes, they finally 
broke through Wellesley’s 
line to pot their only goal 
of the game at 17:51. Tyler 
Brooks registered the ‘G’, 
lifting the score to 4-1. 

Captain Richard Shantz 
clawed one back within 
four minutes, capping a 5-
1 win for Wellesley.

“I was real happy with 
the whole weekend,” said 
the coach. 

“It’s such a rollercoaster 
ride, a regular season. 
All you want to do is to be 
headed on the right tracks 
for playoffs and we’re 
headed in the right direc-
tion.

 “We’ve had a tremendous 
regular season. We’ve had 
a 27-man roster and every 
night different guys are 
in and out of the line up 

Jacks in good shape 
going into playoffs

and still producing wins 
and looking forward to the 
playoffs.”

A day earlier, it was Hag-
ersville who fell to the 
surging Jacks. The final 
tally there was 5-2.

Centre Scott Hustwitt put 
two past the pipes in the 
third period and assisted 
in Wellesley’s three pre-
vious goals – two by left-
winger Tyler McKelvey 
and one by Shantz. 

Russwurm stopped 37 
shots, but let two through 
in the third.

“It was a very good 
hockey game,” said the 
coach. “It got a little rough 
near the end, but the boys 
stepped up to the plate for 
that as well.”

These were Wellesley’s 
last two home games of 
the regular season, but 
with only one match left 
before playoffs they’re 
looking forward to more 
games on their own turf.

“We plan on having an-
other 16 or so here for 
playoffs and hopefully 
the last home game of the 
season will be a banner 
ceremony.”

Continued from page 12 said, noting this is his 
fourth dog sledding trip. 
“It’s a steep learning 
curve.” 

Along the way, students 
will not only learn the 
tricks of running a pack 
of dogs, but they’ll learn 
to work cooperatively, 
Reid added.

“It’s partly the fact that 
it isn’t overwhelmingly 

Students get out and about
easy and stuff happens; 
you get poured on … or 
water running through 
your tent unexpectedly, 
something like that. They 
pull together to help each 
other out,” he told the Ob-
server. “They realize pret-
ty quickly they’re part of 
a team … that they have 
to make it happen. I can 
organize it, but they have 
to make it happen.”

Last fall, a dozen club 
participants were in Al-
gonquin Park for a five-
day canoeing trip. Of 
those 11 are taking part 
in the latest adventure, 
joined by six newcomers. 

This spring, the club is 
slated to visit Killarney 
Park, near Sudbury, for 
canoeing, kayaking and 
hiking.

More than a chance to 

watch the students pull 
together for new experi-
ences, Reid admits orga-
nizing the trips for some-
what selfish reasons.

“I love being out there 
myself,” he said, noting 
he’s been on about 30 ca-
noe trips. “It allows me to 
combine an extracurric-
ular with one of my pas-
sions in life, so it works 
well for me.”

Continued from page 15

LANCERS BACK IN COURT

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

DESIREE FINHERT

WOOLWICH 
RUNS WILD 
OVER GUELPH
TAG-ALONG The Major 
Bantam Woolwich 
Wildcats’ centre Robert 
Hinschberger leads the 
way, with winger Luke 
Shantz on his left, as a 
Guelph player looks to 
run a little interference 
in a 6-1 win for Woolwich 
Feb. 4. 

MAKING A BREAK FOR IT Point guard Joel Potwarka takes the ball through Cameron Height’s defensive 
line to the basket in a 70-59 loss for the Lancers in senior boys basketball play Tuesday (Feb. 7).

CLEAR THE WAY EDSS’ Craig Wood dribbles passed a Cameron Heights’ player in a 48-27 loss to the 
visitors in junior boys basketball play Tuesday (Feb. 7). 
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Most of us have a 
soundtrack in our 
head, one that goes 
along with our own 

life’s story – you hear a certain 
tune and it takes you back to 
a moment in time. For some, 
that song list is personal … and 
then there’s Randy Bachman. 
The Canadian rocker regu-
larly shares his tunes and the 
stories behind them … and mil-
lions can’t get enough.

Since last year, he’s been a 
staple on CBC radio Saturday 
nights, offering up “Randy’s Vi-
nyl Tap.” Adding to his listeners, 
the show now airs across North 
America on Sirius Satellite Ra-
dio. A much more personal ver-
sion focusing on his own music 
can be found in his “Every Song 
Tells a Story” tour, which rolls 
into the Centre in the Square 
Feb. 17. 

The radio show has brought 
Bachman to a whole new au-
dience, including many who 
weren’t even a twinkle in some-
one’s eye during the heyday of 
The Guess Who and Bachman 
Turner Overdrive. It was with 
those bands, of course, that 
Bachman was propelled into in-
ternational stardom, producing 
gold and platinum records that 

From the radio to the stage
Randy Bachman riding the wave of popular CBC show as he plays CITS Feb. 17

sold tens of millions of copies.
While his career had been 

quieter since the crazy ‘60s and 
‘70s – he continued to make and 
produce music – things took off 
again in recent years, led by a 

‘70s resurgence. Reunion gigs 
with Burton Cummings and 
his storytelling shows have 
drawn large audiences, spawn-
ing new CDs and DVDs. His 
stint on radio has put him into, 

well, overdrive.
“It’s really busy. There just 

aren’t enough days to do all the 
things I’m asked to do,” Bach-
man said last week in a tele-
phone interview from his home 
on Salt Spring Island, B.C.

His schedule is so full, this go-
round of the “Every Song Tells 
a Story” tour is likely the last. 
An intimate experience, the 
show sees Bachman drawing 
from his extensive catalogue 
of songs – such hits as “These 
Eyes,” “American Woman,” 
“Takin’ Care of Business” and 
“You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet,” 
– as he explains the stories be-
hind them.

Thanks to the radio show 
– “the CBC has opened up a 
whole new audience to me” – 
he’s already seeing a new breed 
of fan in the seats where he per-
forms. And, going by the mail 
that arrives in buckets, he’s got 
cross-generational appeal.

“I’ve got people telling me that 
their problem-child teenager 
is staying home on Saturday 
night – they’re listening to the 
show as a family. The kids are 
asking their parents about the 
music … and digging through 
their old vinyl.”

“Randy’s Vinyl Tap” features 
a wide assortment of music he’s 
plucked from his own collection 
– and tapping into the CBC’s ex-

tensive collection. Vintage LPs 
and 45s that are played with 
relish, accompanied by stories 
from his past. It’s an eclectic 
mix, with the occasional Bach-
man tune thrown in for good 
measure – the soundtrack of 
his life would not be complete 
without those tunes.

Ironically, the demanding 
schedule of the radio show – it’s 
turned out to be much more in-
volved than he thought when 
he pitched the idea – has led to 
even more work. He continues 
to write songs, collaborating 
with other artists. He’s doing 
small tours with the Guess 
Who. He’s producing other 
acts. He’s got a label of his own. 
And, perhaps nearest and dear-
est to his heart right now, he’s 
playing jazz whenever he can 
in support of a recent album.

There’s no sign of slowing 
down.

“The alternative is you go 
golfing. I never want to golf. No 
fishing, either. I live on a lake, 
but I don’t go fishing, I just like 
to look at it,” he said. “You don’t 
retire from music.”

Randy Bachman appears at 
the Centre in the Square Feb. 
17 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $29-$49, 
available at the box office by 
calling 578-1570 or toll free 1-
800-265-8977 or online at www.
centre-square.com.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Women. Gang 
wars. Sword 
fights. The ele-

ments of an ideal night 
out for guys looking to 
earn some points on Val-
entine’s Day. No, really.

Ordinarily, the lady 
in your life would wel-
come that combination 
in much the same way 
as, say, a food processor 
come Feb. 14. Here, how-
ever, is the bit that will 
move you from chump 
to champ: ballet. And 
not just any ballet, but 
the ultimate love story, 
Romeo & Juliet.

Shakespeare’s star-
crossed lovers take cen-
ter stage Tuesday night, 
when the Ballet Jörgen 
production of the classic 
tale comes to the Centre 
in the Square.

Romeo, of the house 
of Montague, lost in 
thought, dreamily con-
templates the beauty of 

A message of love … and death
Valentine’s Day performance of Romeo & Juliet a chance for guys to win brownie points

the rose.
The city awakens and 

the townspeople begin 
a new day. But all is not 
peaceful. The city’s two 
most powerful families, 
the Capulets and the 
Montagues, are bitterly 
feuding. Playful teasing 
soon turns into a brawl 
as members of the oppos-
ing families draw swords 
and begin to fight. Romeo 
joins his friend Mercutio 
in fighting the Capulets.

The riot is quelled by 
the arrival of the Count 
of Verona, who decrees 
the death penalty should 
either family disturb the 
peace again.

So begins the tale of 
longing, forbidden love 
and paying the ultimate 
price for that love.

“Valentine’s Day is a 
great day to perform Ro-
meo & Juliet – it’s a pure 
love story. The love only 
exists because of the con-
troversy – it becomes so 
much stronger because of 
it,” explains Clea Iveson, 

who performs the part of 
Lady Capulet. The tragic 
ending is required to close 
out the perfect story.

“It has to end as it does – 
the love exists only in the 
realm of the story itself.”

For guys a wee bit ner-
vous about mixing ballet 
and a tear-jerking love 
story, there is plenty of 
action to add to the enjoy-
ment of doing something 
romantic for their ladies, 
she suggested.

Right from the open-
ing scene in the market 
where we meet the rival 
gangs – there’s even a 
Harlot – there’s plenty of 
swordplay.

“The sword fighting 
is great – you will be on 
the edge of your seat,” 
Iveson promised. Be-
yond conventional sword 
work, throw in dancing 
and the whole thing be-
comes very energetic and 
physical. The male danc-
ers, who don’t often get 
a chance to mix swords 
with ballet, relish the op-

portunity to get into the 
part– and they often have 
the real cuts and bruises 
to show for it.

And, lest you think 
this is a sappy, happily-
ever-after love story, you 
should recall from that 
high school English class 
that it ends with death … 
and more death.

“You know how the sto-
ry ends. People [in the au-
dience] want to think to 
themselves ‘maybe it will 
be different this time,’ but 
it has to end that way,” 
said Iveson. “Their love 
is about  not being able to 
live without each other.”

That’s what makes it the 
ultimate love story. For 
the cynical, it’s frozen 
in time before the seven-
year itch and divorce 
lawyers descend upon 
the marriage – but that 
attitude isn’t going to win 
you any rewards on the 
mushiest day of the year. 
Take her to the ballet, en-
joy the fight scenes and 
keep your mouth shut 

about the rest. Trust me, 
it’s better that way.

The Ballet Jörgen pro-
duction of Romeo & Juliet 
gets that loving feeling 
Feb. 14 at 8 p.m. Tickets 

are $18-$50, available 
at the box office by call-
ing 578-1570, toll free 1-
800-265-8977 or online 
at www.centre-square.
com.

Lawrence Gowan performs with the Jeans ‘n Classics Band and the K-W 
Symphony Feb. 22 and 23 at the Centre in the Square. Gowan, who cur-
rently tours with Styx, will perform hits such as “Strange Animal” and 
“Criminal Mind.” Call 578-1570.

In recognition of Black History Month, three prominent black Canadian 
poets are coming to the Elora Centre for the Arts Feb. 24. Taking to the 
stage at 8:30 p.m. for a blend of poetry, storytelling and music are Klyde 
Broox, Seth Adrian Harris and Andrea Thompson. Info: (519) 846-9698.

A dry cleaner from Ohio comes to NYC to visit his adult son after his wife 
runs off with his brother. He arrives to find Norman living with another man. 
Hilarity ensues in the Elora Community Theatre production of Norman, Is 
That You?, now playing at the Fergus Grand Theatre; (519) 787-1981.

STAR-CROSSED LOVERS Toby George and Tara Butler are Romeo 
and Juliet in the Ballet Jörgen production of the classic Shakespearean 
tale of love. They’re on stage at CITS for Valentine’s Day.

STORY TIME Randy Bachman will be takin’ care of business at the Centre in the 
Square Feb. 17.
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ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE
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Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
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Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classifi ed ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on fi rst day of publication. The 
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for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

O D D S S M O G A C H Y
O P E R A S O V U M C H E L A
E L E C T O R A T E A I M E D
C I A A R E S C R E A M S

D O P P L E R S H I F T O
A U K P H I T E R R I R
B I O S Y N T H E S I S C B

G O E R L E O D S I N H I
N A V A H O S S T R I V E N
A T L A C K A I M S I N G
R P P O W E R S T A T I O N
L O C R E E U S A L A G
I S U B C O N T R A C T S
E N T R A I N E T A A S H
S E M I S G R A C E K E L L Y
T R E N T S A L T E S T O P S
O N E S P L O Y T Y P E

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

We appreciate all applications. However only those 
deemed appropriate for the positions will be interviewed.

Rigarus Construction is a young progressive communi-
cation/cell tower installation company. We offer a com-
petitive wage for the industry including group benefits.
Currently the following personnel are required:

FOREMAN - Foundation Installation & Tower Erection 
(1) position

RIGGER - Foundation Installation & Tower Erection 
(2) positions

If you have experience in the construction industry and 
are not afraid of heights, send your resumé, complete 
with references:

By mail: Rigarus Construction Inc.
P.O. Box 51
Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2Z5

By Fax: (519) 669-2440

Email: humanresources@towerservice.ca
Web Site: www.towerservice.ca
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Elmira Machine Industries
CNC PRODUCTION MACHINE OPERATOR:
required by cast iron pump manufacturer, pref-
erence given to person capable of doing own 
setups etc.

PARTS WELDER:
skilled welder fitter to produce high quality 
components. Lots of variety. Job involves opera-
tion of shear, brake press, roller, torch, basic lath 
and mill.
Renumeration will commensurate with ability and 
experience. Full Time position with good benefit 
package. Location: Elmira, Ontario.

Please mail resumé to:
P.O. Box 306, Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z7 or
FAX: (519) 669-8331
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REPAIR AND
MACHINERY
SALES & SERVICE

AUTO • FARM • SMALL ENGINES
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SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN

A local global packaging company is 
seeking a Service Technician.
The successful candidate must be a cer-
tified General Machinist, Mechanic, or 
Millwright, with a minimum 3-5 years 
machining experience on conventional 
machines. 
Possess a valid passport and be able to 
travel a minimum of 27 weeks out of the 
year. Must be able to work independently 
and exhibit excellent trouble-shooting 
and customer service skills.

Please send resumé to:
Human Resources Department
Septimatech Group Inc.
106 Randall Dr.
Waterloo  ON  N2V 1K5
Fax: (519) 746-3464

or email to:
 hr@septimatech.com

NO PHONECALLS PLEASE

Only those individuals selected for 
an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

A Meaningful Career. Get 
paid for helping families 
solve financial problems. 
High earnings potential. 
Set your own hours. For 
more information call Helen 
Schuck, 748-4402 or 580-
6991 (cell).Access to a 
computer? Put it to work. 
$1500+ PT/ $3-$5000 FT. 
Training provided.
www.shelbymarto.theon-
linebusiness.com

Help Wanted - Are you 
retired or semi retired and 
looking for some work? 
Come drive a van for the 
Mennonite community. Van 
supplied and paid daily. 
Call 574-1489, after 9:30 
p.m.

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted :  E lmira  
based furniture company 
now hiring general labour-
ers for full time positions in 
our finishing department. 
Hours are: Monday - Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fax 
resume to (519)669-8820 
or call (519)669-3143.

Start With Primerica, a 
subsidiary of Cit igroup, 
and build a new career in 
Financial Services. Full or 
part-time. Training provid-
ed. Call 496-7200 for an 
interview.

Ten People Wanted to work 
from home. www.income-
fromhome.ca

HELP WANTED

Homeworkers Needed!! 
To assemble products, stuff-
ing envelopes, mailing/pro-
cessing circulars, PC/Cleri-
cal work available. Up to 
$1,500/week, no experience 
needed! Free information at 
www.CanadianWorkFrom-
Home.com, reference 3-
124.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Pick A Guitar in 2006. Bob 
Wilhelm’s Guitar Studio is 
pleased to announce Tues-
days and Wednesdays are 
now available for Instruction. 
Interested? Call 669-5371.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter Needed. Mon. - 
Fri. 9:30 - 6:00 starting July 
2006 for toddler, in our hone 
or yours. Elmira only please. 
Contact Kristy or Colin @ 
669-5045.

Child Care Available. Elmi-
ra - loving mother of 2 has 
spaces available. Crafts, 
music, p laygroups and 
more. (519)669-0856.

Child Care Available. Nu-
tritious snacks and meals, 
planned activities in a  smoke 
free home. Reasonable 
rates. All ages welcome. 
Phone Laura 669-3741.

Child Care for your pre-
school child in an exciting 
and interactive program that 
grows with them. Fun weekly 
themes with crafts, music 
and nutritious meals/snacks. 
Smoke/Pet free home. After 
school care available. Chris-
ta 669-9047. 

BUSINESS     
OPPORTUNITIES
Star t A New Career in 
home decorating. Looking 
for decorating consultants in 
your area for a home-based 
business that will offer you 
fl exibility and great income 
opportunity. Training provid-
ed. Call (519)829-3036.

FOR SALE

Biggest Appliance Sale! 
18 cu. fridges, biscuit stoves, 
auto & twintub washers plus 
lots more. FREE bonus war-
ranties! Walters 669-2007.

Captain’s Bed, brand new, 
no mattress, oak doors and 
drawers cost $520, sell for 
$300 firm. This Saturday 
and Sunday (519)698-0054, 
after (705)756-8874.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefi n carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Hoyer Lift - old, manual, 
grey steel with wheels and 
T-bar $50.00. Also Roho 
wheelchair cushion. 16” x 
18” $75.00. Call after 6 p.m. 
(519)638-3159.

Potatoes: Red and Yellow. 
$10.00 for 75 lb; $8.00 for 
50lb; $5.00 for 20lb; $3.00 
for 10 lb. 1183 Northfield 
Dr. E, Conestogo. Solomon 
Martin, 664-1471.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Baby Girls Clothes. 3 - 12 
months. $1 - $3 per suit. Call 
Laura 669-3741.

Computer Desk $5. 669-
9167.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Floor and Table lamp set. 
2 piece. One year new. Ivory 
and brass. $30. 669-0869.

PETS

Your Pet’s Store & So 
Much More! 25% off winter 
Sale. Pet apparel, paw care, 
pet bowls, treat jars & more. 
Creature Comfort Pet Empo-
rium, open 7 days a week. 
1553 King St. N. @ Sawmill 
Rd., St. Jacobs. 664-3366.
www.creaturecomfort.ca

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Century Old Brick 
farmhouses, schools, church-
es, etc. for wrecking and 
brick salvage. Ross Lumley 
(519)383-2024; wrecking 
people’s homes (46 last year) 
all over southwestern Ontario 
since 1969.

AUTOMOTIVE

‘97 Ford Taurus S.H.O. 
Black - excellent, loaded. 
$8,900.00. Will certify. 669-
5634, after 6 p.m.

1993 Cavalier - automatic, 
176,000 kms, $350 as is. 
669-2958.

1998 Dodge Stratus, only 
131,000 kms, safetied and 
e-tested. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport - 2 w/d, 6 cyl, auto. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lar-
edo 4X4, very nice, 6 cyl., 
97,600 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Pacifica, 
fully equipped, only 29,300 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2005 Grand Caravan - Sto 
& Go! with rear heat & air, 
only 39,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2005 Sebring Plus. Only 
34,500 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 1 bedroom, Feb. 
1. $460.00 plus. 669-5431, 
evenings 669-8074.

Elmira - 3 bedroom, large 
older home. Available imme-
diately. Freshly decorated, 5 
appliances and soft water. 
Excellent condition. Family 
room on third floor w/gas 
fireplace. $1,150/mth plus 
utilities. 746-3033

Large 1 Bedroom apt. in 
very quiet 6-plex, close to 
downtown. Heat includ-
ed. Available April 1. 669-
8732.
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AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING

����������������������

��������������������
������������

����������������������������

����������������
������������������
�������������������

����������������

������������������������
�������������

������������������������������

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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GLASS INSTALLATION

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION
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Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise where 
more people 

read, in Woolwich 
Observer. PLUS, 
get the bonus of 
having your ad 
appear on our 

website, as well.

PHOTO REPRINTS • ANY ISSUE, ANY PICTURE

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50 • 8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT
LASTS 
LONGER!

RENTALS

Two Bedroom apartment 
available Feb. 1. Call 669-
2566 or 504-1764.

REAL ESTATE

Private Sale - 10 acre 
country property south of 
Drayton. $450,000. Envi-
ronmentally developed for 
gardening. Stone house, 
garage, workshed, pond, 
bush. After 6 p.m. please. 
(519)638-3159.

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                               If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
February 2

12:42 PM An Elmira resident report-
ed the theft of a stored vehicle. The 
1991 Pontiac was taken from a Fla-
mingo Drive address sometime after 
mid-December. OPP found the vehicle 
abandoned in Brussels and it was re-
turned to its owner. The investigation 
continues.
1:05 PM Police charged a Waterloo 

man with ‘start from stopped position 
not in safety’ following a two-vehicle 
collision on Lobsinger Line, between 
St. Clements and Heidelberg. Accord-
ing to police, the Waterloo man was 
westbound when he pulled to the side 
of the road in anticipation of making a 
U-turn. As he began to turn, he struck 
the side of a passing westbound ve-
hicle. Damage to the vehicles was sig-
nificant. No injuries were reported.

February 3
7:51 AM A single-vehicle collision 

took police to Hutchinson Road, near 
William Hastings Line. A Poole man 
was northbound when he hit a snow-
drift, lost control of his vehicle and 

rolled into a ditch. The driver was 
unharmed; damage was described 
as moderate. No charges were laid.
9:25 AM Thieves made off with a 

vending machine from the St. Clem-
ents arena. Municipal staff reported 
a bubblegum and toy dispenser was 
unbolted from the wall and taken 
the previous night, as employees 
were busy flooding the rink. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

February 4
12:33 AM Police destroyed a deer 

after it was struck by a vehicle on 
Arthur Street, near Florapine Road. 
A Cambridge man was northbound 
when a deer ran in front of his ve-
hicle; a second didn’t make it across 
and was hit. Damage to the vehicle 
was moderate. The driver wasn’t 
hurt.
11:31 AM Sometime in the pre-

vious 24 hours, someone made off 
with a gas-powered lawnmower 
from a Crane Drive residence in 

▼ See MORE page 21

CAR VERSUS 
TRANSPORT TRUCK  
The driver of a transport 
truck, a Mildmay man, 
was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic 
on through highway’ 
following this collision 
on Lobsinger Line, west 
of King Street. According 
to police, the truck was 
pulling from a business 
driveway at 6:40 p.m. 
when it entered the path 
of a westbound Cavalier, 
which struck the trailer. 
The Cavalier driver, a 19-
year-old Dunneville man, 
was taken by ambulance 
to Grand River Hospital, 
where he was treated for 
a severe leg injury. While 
the truck sustained minor 
damage to its fender, the 
Cavalier was destroyed.SUBMITTED PHOTO
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ACROSS 
1. Those who lead 
prayers in mosques 
(Islam)
7. Dried plum
11. Having few teeth
13. Goes quickly
14. A subdivision of  a 
play, opera or ballet
17. Syllable naming 
5th note on musical 
scale
18. Passage from phar-
ynx to stomach (plu-
ral)
20. Hawaiian dance
21. Beg
24. Moving through 
water
25. An adult castrat-
ed bull
26. Alex Rodriguez or 
Derek Jeter
28. Intelligent
29. Kind of  dance
30. Change direction
31. One with authori-
ty over others
33. South American 
wood sorrel
34. Able to deteriorate
38. The middle of  the 
day
40. Infantry equipped 
with grenades
41. Sketch
42. Term for World 
Wide Web
43. Seed vessel having 
hooks or prickles
44. A chain of  book-

stores
48. A pedal-driven, 
single-wheeled vehicle
53. In a short and con-
cise manner
55. One who cancels 
(in a legal context)
56. In the past
57. Lion’s call
59. Covered with frost
60. Urban musical 
style
61. A swindle
63. Gordon Lightfoot’s 
titular ship (Fitzger-
ald)
65. The thing named 
or in question
66. Measured by the 
apparent motion of  
the stars
68. Sentence connec-
tor - therefore
69. Fly high
71. British brand of  
bottled butane
73. Abbrev. for one 
twelfth of  a foot
74. Attempt
75. Crones
76. Begin to deal with
79. Banish
80. Extract (as from 
wheat grains)
DOWN 
1. One who worships 
idols
2. Objective form of  
“I”
3. Indefinite article ap-
pears before “a”

4. Member of  the Sho-
shonean people of  
Utah
5. Tricky billiards 
shot involving a verti-
cal cue
6. Store
7. Crude iron tapped 
from a blast furnace
8. Put back into
9. World superpower
10. French word for 
‘water’
11. Catch sight of
12. A specially long, 
formal letter
13. A porter/burden 
bearer (in Turkey)
15. Relating to a waste 
pipe that carries away 
sewage
16. Those who pay 
money to their govern-
ment
19. A sound made 
when thinking
22. Habituate (alt. 
spelling)
23. A city in north-
eastern Ohio
27. Put at risk
29. Bridges (Diff ’rent 
Strokes’ Willis)
32. An area outside 
the front door
35. Concerned with 
ideas
36. What teeth did
37. Mistake
39. A negative
40. Most prominent 

member of  most bands 
(after vocalist)
43. Hit hard
45. Something which 
contradicts
46. Let fall
47. Verb to be
49. Birds building 
their homes
50. The weater in an 
area averaged over 
some long period of  
time
51. Fox-like Madagas-
can primate
52. Large genus of  
decorative plants 
with thistlelike flow-
er heads
54. Distance measured 
by yards
58. Basic unit of  mon-
ey in Cambodia
62. Slang word for 
“afro”
63. Fill with high spir-
its
64. Stop the carrying 
out of  an action
67. Good cheese and 
rye get better like this
70. An affirmative re-
sponse
72. To droop
75. Expression of  
greeting
77. “To __, or not to 
__”
78. Hospital room 
where surgery per-
formed

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED
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PAINTING

CARPET CARE
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PROFESSIONALPAGES

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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ELECTRICIAN
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Continued from page 19

MORELAW
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Elmira. The machine was stored in 
the garage. There are no suspects.
2:36 PM Emergency responders 

were called to a series of collisions 
on Listowel Road, near Line 86. A 
Kitchener man was southbound 
when he lost control of his vehicle 
on an icy section of road and struck 
an oncoming vehicle, driven by a 
Mildmay man. Unable to stop for 
the collision ahead, a northbound 
Hanover man rear-ended the Mild-
may vehicle. As a fourth vehicle 
came upon the scene, the Kitch-
ener woman behind the wheel at-
tempted to take evasive action and 
skidded into a ditch. The Mildmay 
man was taken by ambulance to 
Grand River Hospital, where he 
was treated and released for a mi-
nor neck injury. None of the other 
drivers was harmed. Both of the 
initial vehicles were demolished; 
the subsequent vehicles sustained 
moderate damage. No charges 
were laid.

February 4
3:05 PM A vehicle collided with 

a hydro pole on Arthur Street, near 
Florapine Road. An Alma man was 
northbound when he came across 
an icy section of road – police also 
noted poor visibility at the scene 
– and struck a pole. Vehicular dam-

age was described as heavy. No 
injuries were reported. There were 
no charges.
3:26 PM Wintry roads were 

blamed for a two-vehicle collision 
at the intersection of Line 86 and 
Manser Road, in Macton. A Bar-
rie man was travelling on Manser 
Road and was unable to stop at the 
intersection with Line 86; he skid-
ded into the path of a westbound 
vehicle. Both vehicles suffered 
moderate damage; neither driver 
was injured. No charges were laid.
7:25 PM Along with Elmira fire-

fighters, police attended a Snyder 
Avenue location in Elmira where 
tree branches, heavy with snow, 
had fallen on hydro lines. The re-
sulting sparks caused several small 
fires. A Waterloo North Hydro crew 
trimmed back the branches.
8:19 PM It didn’t take long for 

residents of Kressler Road in Hei-
delberg to get involved: soon after 
a tree fell across the road, police 
arrived to find residents cutting it 
up to clear the way for travellers.
9:05 PM Fallen tree branches 

also left a William Street residence 
without power. When the branches 
fell, they pulled hydro lines from 
the side of the house. Waterloo 
North Hydro responded to repair 
the lines.

February 5
10:35 PM Police are investigat-

ing after an 18-year-old man was 
struck by a car as he crossed Elmi-
ra’s Park Avenue. The man reported 
a black Grand Prix stopped so he 
could cross, but lunged forward 
and struck him. He was not harmed 
in the incident. The suspect driver 

is described as 5’7” tall and heavy-
set. At the time, he was wearing a 
hockey jacket.

February 6
7:44 AM No charges were laid 

following a single-vehicle collision 
on Northfield Drive, near Scotch 
Line Road. A Belwood woman was 
southbound when she skidded out 

of control, left the road and rolled 
onto the driver’s side. The vehicle 
suffered moderate damage; it was 
pulled from the ditch and driven 
away. There were no injuries.

February 7
6:39 PM Suspicious persons 

attracted police to a residence 
on Kressler Road in Heidelberg. 

Neighbours told the investigating 
officer that, while the homeowner 
was away, two women entered his 
house from the rear. While they 
weren’t seen leaving, the hom-
eowner found no one inside when 
he returned. At the time of the re-
port, nothing was reported stolen. 
There are no suspects.

RUSH HOUR 
TRAFFIC 
LINED UP
POWER LINE DOWN  
Icy roads played a role in 
this single-vehicle collision 
on Arthur Street South, 
north of the train tracks, 
Monday afternoon (Feb. 
6). A Waterloo man was 
northbound at 4:54 p.m. 
when he lost control of 
his SUV and skidded into 
a hydro pole. As a result, 
a power line disconnected. 
Traffic slowed as police 
investigated the incident 
and a Waterloo North 
Hydro crew repaired the 
damage. No injuries were 
reported. There were no 
charges.

RICHARD VIVIAN



  C

TOWN&COUNTRY
This weekend, the Royal Highland Fusiliers are holding their third train-

ing exercise locally in recent months – and their last, for a while anyway. 
The army reservists are setting up base at the Wellesley community centre 
and will be running operations throughout the township.

Local talents Kevin Broughm and Ryan Sonnenberg were out sung at the 
Faith FM Shinin’ Star contest by Kitchener’s Dean Bridgewater at the Centre 
in the Square, Saturday (Feb. 4). The Elmira residents were part of 13 final 
contestants in the singing competition. 

Parents looking to keep their children occupied over March Break (Mar. 
13 to 17) may want to look at the Grand River Conservation Authority. 
The authority is operating an environmental education camp at the Laurel 
Creek Nature Centre. Info: (519)885-1368 or visit www.grandriver.ca.
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Reservists make third trip to Wellesley Local stars outshone in finals GRCA gearing up for March Break
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. FEBRUARY 15,  10AM - 2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

Seedless Naval
Oranges
OR
Ruby Red
Grapefruit

20lb Box of
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O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The dinner is a delicious taste of 
authentic African cuisine. The 
message is a little tougher to 
swallow, but that’s the point be-

hind a travelling theatre group’s trek 
across the province.

Good Soil Dinner Theatre is a humble 
production company showing their work 
to meager audiences of 10 and packed 
houses of 180. Whoever their guests are, 
they greet them with the spirit of the 
continent, a traditional meal and a show 
which pulls no punches when depicting 
life in Africa.

The play is full of humourous scenes, 
banter between characters and affec-
tion. But its mission is not just to delight 
audiences, it’s to educate them.

Little One is the story of Namambo, a 
young girl who has been sent to live with 
her mean uncle after her parents die of 
AIDS.

There’s a difficult struggle for the 
characters and the audience as they are 
both presented with the troubling AIDS 
myths that run rampant through Afri-
can culture and the disturbing truths of 
how the epidemic continues to spread.  

Elmira-area resident Dave Seiling has 
been traveling with the troupe for 18 
months as a road manager and actor in 
the production.

“There’s a lot of misinformation out 
there – that’s one of the things we want 
people to understand,” said Seiling dur-
ing a set-up break in Elmira.

Dinner includes 
some bitter truth
Elmira church launching pad for African dinner theatre show that tackles AIDS crisis

Educating people in Canada is one of 
the goals of the production company, 
which collects donations to further 
the health and education of children in 
Zambia through the Seeds Internation-
al and Project Seedbag organizations.

“We don’t have all downer things in 
the play,” he explained. “We have a lot 
of humour. People say, ‘you made me 
laugh, you made me cry’ and we say, 
‘then we’ve done our job.’”

The show is not billed as family en-
tertainment due to some frightening 
scenes, although the church does not 
turn young children away.

If anyone under age 11 is in the audi-
ence, Seiling will make a special trip to 
their parents’ table to explain the con-
tent of the show.  

Seiling plays a grumpy old missionary 
who has worked in the field for 20 year 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The St. Jacobs Public School library 
played host to a celebration for young 
students recently. On Jan. 30, eight 

graduates of the Strong Start reading pro-
gram showed off their new skills to parents 
and volunteers.

This was the school’s fifth installment of 
the program; the first of three planned be-
fore summer break. Strong Start sees com-
munity volunteers work one-on-one with 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 students who’ve 
been identified by their teacher as having 
difficulty reading. 

During three 20-minute sessions held 
weekly over a 10-week period, students 
learn letters, sounds and words through a 
series of games. A fourth session – referred 
to as a strand – dealing with sound blending 
is being piloted this year, with full imple-
mentation expected in September.

“It’s some more help for reading skills, 
which are sometimes lacking,” commented 
Cynthia Brubacher, who coordinates the 
program at St. Jacobs PS along with Jenni-

Getting 
ahead
before 

they get 
behind
Reading program helps
young students learn

letters, sounds and words

▼ See DINNER page 23 ▼ See PROGRAM page 25

LIGHTS, VIDEO, ACTION Dave and Nancy Seiling use multimedia and humour to get across a strong 
message about AIDS in Africa in the show Little One. 
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Valentine’s Day for farmers: maybe war, maybe peace
From parking lots to Queen’s Park, farmers’ passion for survival shows through
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When the west-
ern world’s most 
celebrated day 

of passion arrives Tues-
day, Ontario farmers will 
mark it in a special way … 
by showing their passion 
for their sector’s surviv-
al. This Valentine’s Day, 
they’ll swap a romantic 
dinner and a bottle of wine 
for fast food burgers and 
drive-through coffee, to 
make sure their voices are 
heard, and their farms are 
saved.

On Tuesday, you’ll see 
farmers everywhere – in 
Guelph, in the parking lot 
of the provincial govern-
ment building that houses 
the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), 
and in Toronto, inside the 
corridors of Queen’s Park.

They’ll have similar 
agendas – farm survival 
– but a very different de-
livery.

In Guelph, frustrated 
farmers are expected to 
demonstrate en masse, to 
emphasize the need for 
support to buy seed and 
other inputs for this year’s 
crop. With prices chroni-
cally stuck in the base-
ment, they say they’re out 
of cash, which is exactly 
what spokesperson John 
Doner says they need. The 
time for increasing aware-
ness is over, he says. Farm-

ers are demanding action, 
just as some banks are 
demanding action from 
them.

They’re appealing to the 
province and the federal 
government for help. Earli-
er this week, they received 
some timely assistance, 
mere minutes after the 
new federal cabinet took 
office. Agriculture and 
Agri-food Minister Chuck 
Strahl of British Columbia 
had hardly sworn his oath 
before he issued a state-
ment saying he’d acceler-
ate payments to farmers, 
under the $755-million 
Grains and Oilseeds Pay-
ment Program.

On paper, it was just what 
farmers wanted. Right 
after the election, they de-
clared farmers and rural 
Ontario ridings had bol-
stered Tory support. Now, 
it was payback time.

However, Strahl’s an-
nouncement didn’t quell 
farmers’ fire for protest 
and demonstration. De-
spite their rhetoric, they 
still want to raise aware-
ness. They know their 
communications cam-
paigns have only started 
scratching the surface of 
public understanding, af-
ter decades of avoiding al-
most any significant con-
tact with consumers, other 
than farmers’ markets and 
events such as the Royal 

Agricultural Winter Fair. 
Showing frustration is 
part of raising awareness.  
They’re still very much in 
that mode, and should be.

On the other hand, there’s 
a place for more subdued 
approaches, too. Case in 
point: also on Valentine’s 
Day, a delegation of about 
two dozen farm leaders 
will be at Queen’s Park, 
winding up the grain and 
oilseed farmers’ postcard 
portion of the Farmers 
Feed Cities campaign. 
Since August, they’ve re-
ceived some 28,000 post-
cards signed by rural and 
urban Ontarians, support-
ing farmers’ need for an 
effective support (insur-
ance) program. 

On Tuesday, they’ll be 
delivering the postcards 
to Minister of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, 
Leona Dombrowsky, to 
emphasize farmers have 
some politically worth-
while numbers behind 
them, and provide an es-
sential product – food.

Farms Feed Cities was 
driven by grains and oil-
seeds farmers. They think 
the campaign, along with 
intense lobbying (they now 

have a professional lobby-
ist in Toronto), is making 
a difference, politically. 
For example, farmers now 
have what they describe as 
a “relationship” with the 
provincial government. 
They say the province has 
an “awareness” of them.

At the very least, it’s get-
ting them through the 
front doors of Queen’s Park 
on Tuesday. While the 
rank and file are either at 
home, or rallying outside at 
Guelph, the leaders, about 

two or three at a time, will 
be hunkered down in in-
dividual meetings with a 
dozen mostly urban MPPs, 
to talk about the need to 
support farming.

In tandem, these ap-
proaches (provided they 
don’t get out of hand) have 
merit, and at least some 
farmers think they’re 
working. Meanwhile, 
the province is charging 
ahead; on Wednesday, 
Ontario Premier Dalton 
McGuinty told the second 
annual Agri-Food Summit 
(a gathering of producers, 
processors, retailers, in-
dustry, researchers, envi-
ronmentalists and sector 
associations to focus on 

the future of agriculture) 
that Ontario’s agri-food 
sector is a key contribu-
tor to the economy, a huge 
employer of people and ex-
porter of goods, and an an-
chor in smaller communi-
ties. But, he said, Ontario 
must “look beyond today” 
to ensure the sector – and 
the people in it – are posi-
tioned for long-term suc-
cess.

Long-term success will 
be what farmers will be 
saying on Valentine’s Day, 
too, either across meet-
ing tables in Toronto, or 
through megaphones in 
Guelph.

They want to be heard. 
They deserve a listen.

and enjoys venting his 
frustrations over the in-
experienced colleagues 
who have just joined 
their crew. 

“I’m pretty upset with 
the girl because she 
thinks that she can just 
wave her magic wand and 
Zambia will be fixed,” he 
said, summing up his 
character.

Although Little One 
is commonly shown in 
churches, its message 
and production go be-
yond its predecessors. 

Dinner with a serving of info.
“It’s not your typical 

church play,” said Rev. 
Hansley Armoogan of 
Elmira Pentecostal As-
sembly. “It’s a quality 
theatre production and it 
comes with an authentic 
African meal. For those 
who come and participate 
they are immersed into 
this setting.”

Along with the live play-
ers, the show incorporates 
a multimedia presentation 
featuring images of Zam-
bia and its people.

Some scenes show the 
character Namambo por-

trayed as a young girl 
skipping on her native 
soil. This televised girl 
was filmed in Africa, but 
when the actors in Elmi-
ra call for, her she comes 
running.

The group made the Elmi-
ra Pentecostal Assembly 
their rehearsal headquar-
ters last month preparing 
for the southwestern On-
tario leg of their second 
national tour. 

The 10-member troupe 
will perform regionally 
before returning to Elmi-
ra for a show Feb. 26. 

Continued from page 22
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Business Leader of the Year Award (>20)
Laurier School of Business & Economics

Business Leader of the Year Award (<20)
Lutherwood

Environment Award
Union Gas Ltd.

Innovation Award
CB Richard Ellis Ltd.

Michael R. Follett
Community Leader Award

105.3 KOOL FM

New Member of the Year Award
Cowan Insurance Group

Volunteer of the Year Award
McDonald Green

Workplace Training Award
Conestoga College

Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award
The Centre for Business

Entrepreneurship & Technology

Best Western St. Jacobs Country Inn and
Destination Inn

CMA Canada

Equitable Life of Canada

Fairview Park

Gowling Lafleur Henderson L.L.P.

Graham Mathew & Partners L.L.P.

Pricewaterhouse Coopers L.L.P.

Research in Motion

Rogers Communications

Schneider Foods

Union Gas Ltd.

Conestoga College

Cowan Insurance Group

KPMG

MHBC Planning Ltd.

MTE Consultants Inc.

Prior Resource Group

Southfield Business Park, Elmira

CTV Southwestern Ontario

The Record

105.3 KOOL FM/Oldies 1090
96.7 CHYM FM/570 News

YOUR FM 98.5
KICX 106.7 FM

Business Times

Woolwich Observer

48 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-1129
Tues. — Thurs. 9-6 • Fri. 9-8 • Sat. 9-3

By donating and shopping at the

WCS THRIFT SHOP
YOU CONTRIBUTE TO 

WOOLWICH PROGRAMS

50% OFF ALL WINTER 
CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

THE KIDS
AND I

CARE-RING

YOUTH DROP-IN

FOOD

BASKETS

FAMILY
VIOLENCE 

PREVENTION
PROGRAM

AND MANY MORE...

WCSWoolw ich  Communi ty  Serv ices

SALE ENDS FEBRUARY 28, 2006

VISIT
OUR NEW

LOCATION

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In an effort to boost 
cultural understand-
ing and tolerance, 

AFS Interculture Canada 
is looking for students 
to spend some time in a 
foreign land. Based in 
Montreal, the non-profit 
organization is trying to 
establish roots locally, 
with an aim at increasing 
participation from area 
students.

“I’m trying to hit all 
[high] schools in the area; 
initially to speak with 
guidance counsellors and 
administrative staff, to 
familiarize them with our 
programs,” said Claire 
Coulture, regional pro-
gram development man-
ager. She hopes to set up 
lunch break information 
kiosks to reach students 
more directly, including a 
stop at Elmira District Sec-
ondary School. “Hopefully, 
there will be students in 
all different communities 
who might be interested 
in this opportunity.”

Expanding cultural 
understanding

AFS Interculture Canada looks to increase participation
In operation globally 

since 1947 – at least in its 
current incarnation – AFS 
places youths between the 
ages of 15 and 18 with vol-
unteer hosts in countries 
around the world. During 
the program, students at-
tend schools in the host 
area and familiarize them-
selves with the culture.

More than 325,000 people 
have taken part in the pro-
gram through the years.

“We have partners is 
over 50 countries around 
the world, so the choice of 
destination and the dura-
tion really comes down to 
the participant. Certainly 
there are many opportu-
nities for many different 
countries,” Coulture said, 
noting the programs are 
generally either for a year 
or a semester.

“Participating in an in-
tercultural opportunity 
as these … is only going 
to strengthen our relation-
ships on a global level and 
contribute overall to the 
fabric of your life. 

“Students who partici-
pate in these have come 

back with skill sets be-
yond their expectations, 
more independent, more 
self-aware. The benefits 
really could be endless,” 
she added. “Students are 
going to get from these 
experiences what they put 
into it.”

While there is a participa-
tion fee to take part, there 
are a number of ways to 
supplement it, including 
a fundraising compo-
nent, scholarships and 
– because they’re trying 
to boost Ontario partici-
pation – a series of grants 
available for the 2006/2007 
programs.

In order to take part in 
the summer program, 
the multistage applica-
tion process should be 
underway by mid-March. 
A  more thorough applica-
tion and interview process 
follows.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the program, 
volunteering or acting as 
host families is asked to 
contact Claire Coulture at 
(519) 760-251 or visit www.
afscanada.org.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The cold weather 
came back just in 
time for the Lin-

wood Snofest, bringing 
rain, sleet and snow for 

Large snowfall greets Linwood event
Snofest goes from green to white as weather cooperates

last weekend’s events. 
Leading up to the 26th an-

nual festival, organizers 
were preparing to cancel 
or alter certain activities 
due to the green grass and 
warm weather. A muddy 
baseball diamond almost 

led to a scrapped snow-
pitch tourney. 

Other events included a 
Jello-eating contest, scav-
enger hunt and various 
races.

“It was a crazy day be-
cause we went from hav-

DESIREE FINHERT

ing almost no snow and 
almost spitting rain at 
noon to having six inches 
of snow by six o’clock,” 
said Stewart Horton, one 
of the organizers.

“The snow-pitch was a lot 
of fun,” he added. “Even 
though the conditions 
were terrible they made 
the best of it and they had 
a lot of fun.”

Enjoying the diamond 
consisted of slipping and 
sliding across wet snow 
and soft mud while ca-
reening the bases. A few 
players had a sloppy land-
ing, but batted to the end 
of the afternoon in the 
heavily falling flakes. 

“It was nice to see there 
was a huge attendance 
this year. Friday night 
was very successful and 
well attended,” Horton 
added of the casino night 
that kicked off the week-
end.

Many of the festival’s ac-
tivities were packed with 
participants, especially 
the 8 a.m. spread. 

“Saturday at the fire-
men’s breakfast we had 
just a tremendous crowd – 
lots of community involve-
ment,” he said. “It was re-
ally good to see again.”

This year’s celebration 
was particularly special 
for Horton and his wife 

Cheryl, who also helped or-
ganize some of the events. 
The pair had been active 
in the festival when they 
lived in Linwood a decade 
ago and they were excited 
to be part of it again now 
that they’ve moved back 
to town.

Horton received a num-
ber of comments herald-
ing the community’s ea-
gerness to participate. 

“It was really nice to see 
a lot of the young people, 
and by that I mean people 
in their late teens and ear-
ly 20s, getting involved, 
supporting it and volun-
teering their time to run 
events.”

HAVING A (SNOW) BALL Matt Dorscht pitches the ball during a wintry snow-pitch tournament during 
the Linwood Snofest Feb. 4.
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fer Elliott. “You’re teach-
ing them to recognize 
their letters, … the sound 
that each letter makes, as 
well as some basic words. 
We have a lot of words in 
English that you cannot 
phonetically sound them 
out.”

Founded in 2001, Strong 
Start is running in 114 
schools throughout Wa-
terloo Region this year, 
across both the public 
and Catholic boards. 
There are about 2,000 
volunteers working with 
some 2,350 students, ex-
plained Ken Silvester, 
community liaison.

“The only thing hold-
ing us back is money. It’s 
completely community 
funded, the school boards 

Program aims to give 
kids a Strong Start

don’t pay for this,” he 
said. 

Based on before and af-
ter analysis by teachers, 
he added, “85 to 100 per 
cent of the kids make sig-
nificant gains.”

Volunteer Caroline 
Cornwall signed up just 
to get involved at the 
school, where she has 
two children attending. 
Last week’s celebration 
– during which partici-
pants received a certifi-
cate – marked the end of 
her third session. And it 
will not be her last.

“It’s fun. They’re little 
Kindergartens and Grade 
1s and they’re really 
cute,” she chuckled. “It’s 
rewarding to see them 
progress.

“You see everybody 

learn something,” Corn-
wall added, noting each 
child is different. “And 
it depends which strand 
you’re doing [with the 
children]; words, sounds 
or letters. You tend to see 
a little more with sounds 
and letters.”

For some students, the 
games can lead to an 
epiphany of sorts, when 
all of a sudden the les-
sons sink in. One of the 
first-year participants, 
Brubacher explained, 
had such an experience 
and went from struggling 
with reading to the top 
reader in his class, now 
in Grade 2.

“The teachers just 
couldn’t believe that he 
had gone through the 
program,” she said.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some 90 EDSS stu-
dents will have to 
put aside their squea-

mish stomachs and feel 
the pinch of a needle this 
month.

The Region of Waterloo’s 
public health department 
is conducting free men-
ingitis C clinics at high 
schools through February 
and March to update stu-
dent records.  

At the beginning of the 
school year, about 9,000 
letters were sent home to 
parents informing them 
that their children had 
incomplete vaccination re-
cords – 90 of those students 
attend Elmira District Sec-

Meningitis C vaccine 
due at EDSS

Students to update their immunization records
ondary School. 

“Really it should be a lot 
less than that,” said Lesley 
Rintche, manager of im-
munization and vaccine 
preventable diseases pro-
gram. 

“We hope to have students 
with more complete immu-
nization records as they’re 
in school, but that doesn’t 
always happen. So we’ll try 
to immunize them at our 
clinic if they don’t already 
have appointments with 
their doctors.”

Although the region-wide 
clinics will focus on doling 
out the meningitis C vac-
cine, several other disease 
preventions will be avail-
able.

“Between 14 and 16 [years 
of age] you’re due for 

your tetanus, diphtheria 
and pertussis (whooping 
cough) booster,” explained 
Rintche. “That’s sort of 
your last routine booster 
before you go off to univer-
sity or into the working 
world. We want to make 
sure the students are pro-
tected before they leave the 
school system. Often times 
as adults we forget these 
things – at least if you had 
it last in high school, you’ve 
got the protection.” 

Polio, measles, mumps 
and rubella will also be on 
tap at EDSS Feb. 23.

While getting poked 
might be the hardest 
part from some patients, 
Rintche said getting the 
paperwork through is a 

Continued from page 22

RICHARD VIVIAN

GRADUATING CLASS Among the Jan. 30 Strong Start graduates were six-year-olds Aaron Crawford (left) 
and Max Bender.

▼ See NEEDLED page 27
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Scientifically gauging the outcome of Kong vs. T. rex
Q.  What vitamin deficiency 
has played a bigger role in 
the history of the world than 
any other?

A.  Probably scurvy, or 
lack of dietary vitamin 
C (ascorbic acid), char-
acterized by exhaustion 
and weakness, swelling 
of the arms and legs, loss 
of teeth, hemorrhaging 
from the nose and mouth, 
say Penny Le Couteur 
and Jay Burreson in 
Napoleon’s Buttons:  17 
Molecules That Changed 
History. Though the con-
dition has been known 
about since ancient 
times, averting it with 
fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles on long sea voyages 
was another matter, with 
preventives and remedies 
often ignored or disbe-
lieved.  

For example, when the 
Portuguese explorer Vas-

co de Gama sailed around 
the tip of Africa in 1497, 
100 of his 160-member 
crew died of scurvy.  “Re-
ports exist of the discov-
ery of ships adrift at sea 
with entire crews dead 
from the disease.”  Some 
90% of the crew of Magel-
lan’s 1519-1522 circum-
navigation of the globe 
perished, largely due to 
scurvy.  

Had the value of ascor-
bic acid been recognized 
earlier, the world today 
might be a different 
place, say Le Couteur and 
Burreson.  With a healthy 
crew Magellan might not 
have bothered to stop in 
the Philippines for as 
long, proceeding directly 
to the Spice Islands to 
corner the clove and nut-
meg markets for Spain.  
“Such a monopoly might 
have thwarted the estab-

lishment of the Dutch 
East India Company and 
changed modern-day In-
donesia...  The British, 
coming later to the South 
Pacific, would have been 
left with a much smaller 
empire and far less influ-
ence in the world, even to 
this day....”
Q.  Sure it’s just fantasy, but 
who would scientists put 
their money on in that cin-
ematic battle of the titans, 
King Kong vs T. rex?  Do brains 
and brawny arms trump giant 
claws and a mouthful of teeth 
(Forbes.Com)?

A.  Yeah, go with the 
arms, smarts and nasty 
carnassial teeth, guesses 
Montana State Univer-

sity paleontologist Jack 
Horner.  T. rex may have 
bone-crushing teeth, but 
it has nothing to grab 
with but its head, of little 
use if a 20-ton gorilla has 
a hold of you.  “I’d vote for 
Kong.”

The gorilla is smarter 
and quicker, concurs J. 
David Archibald of San 
Diego State University.  
He would simply jump 
on the T. rex’s back and 
break its neck.

The problem for Kong, 
counters John Hutchin-
son of the University of 
London’s Royal Veteri-
nary College, on Forbes.
Com, is that he’s TOO big.  
Weight scales up with vol-

ume, strength only with 
cross-sectional area of 
muscles. At 25 feet, Kong 
is 7 times the height of an 
actual silverback gorilla, 
putting him at 20-60 tons.  
If he tried to run, jump or 
tackle something, there’s 
a good chance he’d simply 
crumple.  “But OK,” says 
Hutchinson, suspending 
disbelief somewhat, “in 
this fantastical faceoff 
pitting T.rex’s jaws (real-
ly a V. rex), claws and tail 
vs Kong’s brains, hands 
and fists, for a short fran-
tic fight, I’d peg this one 
as a draw.”

Though three-thero-
pods-against-one as in 
the movie could probably 
do in even the mighty 
Kong, one-on-one is an-
other matter, adds Uni-
versity of Chicago anato-
mist and biologist Mi-
chael LaBarbera.  Kong’s 

advantage is his agility; 
a bipedal dinosaur has 
to use its tail as counter-
weight for its head.  “To 
see this effect in action, 
get a 12-foot ladder and 
slip your head through at 
the middle with the lad-
der balanced at the level 
of your hips.  Now trot 
across your backyard 
and try to turn.”

In the movie, Kong dis-
locates the theropod’s 
jaw.  A better tactic, says 
LaBarbera, would be for 
Kong to climb on its back 
(avoiding hindleg claws), 
hold the jaws closed (jaw 
openers are weaker than 
closers – think of croc 
wrestlers), and go after 
the throat or spine with 
his canines.  “Lions and 
leopards avoid gorillas 
for very good reasons.” 

Thus by this 3-0-1 tally, 
Kong is still King.
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3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
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�����������������������

�������������������������

�������� 20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.

February 15 
Parents Without Partners is holding an information 
session for prospective members at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Queen & Weber sts. 
Kitchener. Details (519-896-3566).

February 16 
Health Education Session 9:30-10:30 a.m. Topic: 
Ease the Pressure – prevention and treatment of high 
blood pressure. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794.

February 17
Solo Card Party 7:30 p.m. the Knights of Columbus 
will be holding a progressive solo party. Door prizes, 
prizes for high and low score for both men and women 
and for most solos, 50/50 draw and  a luncheon, all 
this for only $5 a person. St. Teresa of Avila Parish 
Hall, Elmira. 

February 18
Roast Beef Dinner 5-7 p.m. at Trinity United Church, 
21 Arthur St. N., Elmira. Adults $12, children 5-12 
$5, under age 5 free. Tickets available until Feb. 17 
at Read’s Decorating 669-3658 or the church office 
669-5560. 

February 19
Join Us For a Concert by the Rockway Mennonite 
School Choir at First Mennonite Church, 800 King 
St., E., Kitchener. Free-will offering. Proceeds to MCC 
Guelph Meat Canning Project. Everyone welcome. 
Hungry Man’s Breakfast with Woolwich Hockey 
Moms at the Royal Canadian Legion, Elmira Br., 469. 
Serving 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. $5/person, all you can 
eat. Menu: pancakes, sausage & ham, eggs, home 
fries, toast & jam, coffee, tea & juice. Come out and 
support your community.  
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 Highpoint 
Ave. Waterloo invites you to attend a concert by 
the Jericho Road Quartet at 3 and 7 p.m. Free-will 
offering. Everyone welcome. 

February 20 
Cholesterol Solutions 7:30-9 p.m. For newly 
diagnosed or those wanting a review and update. Call 
to register. No cost. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre 664-3794.  
The Elmira and District Horticultural Society will be 
holding their meeting on at Trinity United Church in 
Elmira at 7:30 p.m. Our guest speaker will be Chuck 
Chapman who will be speaking on Iris. All welcome. 
Refreshments.

February 21 
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian  11 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. 
Ham, scalloped potatoes, salad, roll, desert, beverage 
$8. Soup & roll to go $2. Take outs available. 2 Cross 
St., Elmira, 669-2852. 
Healthy Living For People With Diabetes 7:30 – 
8:30 pm. Topic: Ask the Pharmacist. Call to register. 
No cost. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-
3794.  

February 23
Breathe Well, Be Well Clinic 1 – 2:30 p.m. For those 
with asthma, farmer’s lung or other lung diseases. 
Call to register. No cost. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre 664-3794.  

February 24
Fred Eaglesmith and Band 8 p.m., St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre, 11 Albert St. $25. Reserve in 
advance at (519)664-1134.
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yrs). Topic: Milestone Checkups – 
what to look for in your child’s physical development. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.  

February 25
K-W Chapter of Parents Without Partners is holding 
a dance at Masonic Lodge, 440 Weber St. N., 
Waterloo, 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.  Light refreshments. 
All welcome. Members $5; others $8. Details 
(519)896-3566.
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669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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BIRTHDAYFAMILYALBUM IN MEMORIAM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

BIRTH NOTICE

close second.
Photocopied documenta-

tion must be sent through 
to the public health of-
fice’s Waterloo location. If 
a family has moved from 
one region to another, the 
records must be obtained 
from the previous family 
physician and forwarded 
to the local health depart-
ment.  

“It’s the parents’ respon-
sibility to get their child’s 
immunization records to 
the health department, 

Needled for a good cause
not all family physician’s 
transfer the records over 
to us,” Rintche told the 
Observer. “A lot of people 
don’t understand that, or 
they think we’re all con-
nected in some way, but 
we’re not.”

Failure to either receive 
the shot or to send in the 
records will result in a 
20-day suspension for 
the delinquent student. 
Although in Rintche’s 
experience students usu-
ally don’t miss more 
than 14 days of class if re-

cords have not been sent 
through. 

Students who opt out of 
the immunization pro-
gram must still transfer 
the papers through for fil-
ing. 

“That’s just saying that 
they prefer not to be im-
munized,” explained 
Rintche. “Then we have 
record of that, at least.”

A record of those stu-
dents who have not been 
vaccinated allows the 
public health department 
to pull those students out 

of school should an out-
break occur. This would 
limit their exposure and 
decrease the risk of the 
disease being contracted. 
The department must re-
ceive a notarized exemp-
tion from the student’s 
family physician for this 
to apply.

“Some people do it for 
medical reasons,” she 
said. “Some people just 
do it for a conscientious 
exemption: they just do 
not believe in immuniza-
tions.” 

Continued from page 25

IT’S A GIRL!
BAUMAN - Jon & Shelly thank 
God for the safe arrival of their 
first child, Lindsay Ann, Feb 1, 
2006, 7lbs 2oz. 
First grandchild for Art & Myr-
na Bauman of Linwood and 
first granddaughter for Terry & 
Peggy Arseneau of Elmira.

SCHAEFER, BARBARA M.
In loving memory of our dear 
wife, mother and grandmother, 
who passed away two years ago 
February 14, 2004.
Little did we know when we 
woke that morning the sorrow 
that evening would bring.
The shock was severe to part with 
the one we loved so dearly.
We didn’t have a chance to say 
goodbye. You were gone before 
we realized.
We speak of you in silence and 
often say your name.
Our hearts still ache with sadness; 
our silent tears still flow.
For what it meant to lose you, no 
one will ever know.
We miss you terribly and send 
you all our love.

Love husband Gary, children 
Charlene and husband Jim,

Todd and wife Kim, and 
grandchildren Matthew,

Lucas, Jasmine and Austin.

HAPPY 16TH BIRTHDAY
FEBRUARY 12 TO

MITCHELL SANDERS

LOVE FROM YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

HAPPY 1ST 
BIRTHDAY

HAYDEN

Lots of love from
MOMMY & DADDY

DEATH NOTICES

BAESSLER, Shirley Marie
Passed away peacefully, with family 
by her side, on Wednesday, February 1, 
2006, at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener, in 
her 63rd year.

DEATH NOTICES

MARTIN, Edward G.
Peacefully, on February 5, 2006, at the 
home of Oscar W. and MaryAnn Martin, 
Edward G. Martin, in his 103rd year, of 
RR2, Alma.

SHANTZ, Clayton
Passed away peacefully with family by 
his side, on Saturday, February 4, 2006, at 
KW Health Centre, Kitchener, at the age 
of 83 years, of Elmira.

WARD, Susan Marie
(nee Duench)
Went to be with her Lord on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2006, at St. Mary’s Hospital, 
at the age of 61.

Local relatives are her brother Robert 
Duench and his wife Pat formerly of 
Elmira.

DEATH NOTICES

THE GREATEST RESULTS
TO SELL YOUR HOME

STAG & DOE

DALLAS CRESSMAN
&

LINDSAY ECKERT
SATURDAY, FEB 18
Lion’s Hall, Elmira
8:00pm - 1:00am

$10/Ticket
(available at the door)

DEATH NOTICES

FREDE, Reinhard
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Sunday, February 5, 2006, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener, Reinhard Frede, 
in his 83rd year, of Wallenstein.



V IS I T  YOUR  CHRYSLER , JEEP®, DODGE  RETA I L ER
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ††, ∞ Limited time offers apply to retail deliveries only. Excludes freight ($1,200 for Caravan, Grand Caravan and Charger, $1,050 for Liberty), license, insurance, registration, $50
PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Leasing is subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specific pricing details and conditions. Retailers are
free to set individual prices. * Purchase prices apply only to 2006 Dodge Caravan (28C) and Charger SE (27E) models. † Leases based on 27 month terms for 2006 Caravan (28C): total lease obligation is $8,612 @ 2.8%
lease APR with $4,940 down payment and 2006 Grand Caravan Canadian Edition (28S+CYC+MWG+GXW): total lease obligation is $11,285 @ 0% lease APR with $4,940 down payment. †† Lease based on 36 month

term for 2006 Liberty Sport (28B): total lease obligation is $12,528 @ 1.8% lease APR. ∞ Lease based on 48 month term for 2006 Charger SE (27E): total lease obligation is $19,152
@ 2.8% lease APR. Freight ($1,200 for Caravan, Grand Caravan and Charger, $1,050 for Liberty), down payment (Caravan and Grand Caravan only), first month's payment, any retailer
administration fees and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 45,900 for 27-month terms, 61,200 for 36-month terms and 81,600 for 48-month terms; charge of
$0.15/km for excess kilometres. ∆ Based on 2006 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ™ Command-Trac
and Stow 'n Go are trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™ Auto/Stick is a trademark of Mr. Gasket, Inc. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

• 210 hp 3.7L V6 engine • Command-Trac™ part time 4WD 
• All speed Traction Control System • Air conditioning 
• Electronic Stability Program (ESP) with Electronic Roll Mitigation 
• AM/FM stereo with CD player • Power windows, locks and mirrors

2006 Jeep Liberty Sport 4x4

1.8%
Lease APR

$0 DOWN PAYMENT 

Lease for

$348†† PER MONTH FOR 
36 MONTHS WITH 
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Purchase for

$28,348*

Lease APR

2.8%

2006 Dodge Charger SE

$0 DOWN PAYMENT 

or Lease for

$399∞ PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

THE 2006 CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE VEHICLES ARE HERE

Lease for

$235† PER MONTH FOR 27 MONTHS WITH
$4,940 DOWN PAYMENT OR EQUIVALENT
TRADE. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 0%

Same features as Dodge Caravan plus:
•                   seating - the only minivan offering 

two rows of seats that fold flat into the floor 
• Keyless Entry • Anti-lock braking system

• Roof Rack • City: 12.9L/100 km (22 mpg)∆

• Hwy: 8.5L/100 km (33 mpg)∆

2006 Dodge Grand Caravan – Canadian Edition

Lease APR

THE EXCITEMENT
STARTSNOW

Purchase for

$19,998* $136†
PER MONTH FOR 
27 MONTHS WITH 

$4,940 DOWN PAYMENT OR EQUIVALENT
TRADE. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Lease APR

2.8%

• 3.3L 180 hp V6 engine
• Air conditioning

• Power windows and locks
• City: 12.2L/100 km (23 mpg)∆

• Hwy: 8.2L/100 km (34 mpg)∆

2006 Dodge Caravan

or Lease for

• 250 hp 3.5L High Output V6 • 5-speed automatic transmission with Auto/Stick™
• Air conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo with 4 speakers 
• All-speed traction control • Power locks, mirrors, and windows
• 4-wheel disc brakes with anti-lock and Electronic Stability Program (ESP)
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