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Stéphane Dion’s 
emergence as 
leader of the fed-
eral Liberals last 

weekend bodes well for 
renewal in the party, say 
two local delegates who 
attended the Montreal 
convention.

Both Woolwich coun-
cillor Ruby Weber and 
EDSS teacher Richard 
Clausi say the surpris-
ing third-ballot win by 
Dion represented a grass-
roots movement against 
the party establishment, 
which had largely backed 
frontrunners Michael Ig-
natieff and Bob Rae.

For many in the party, 

Dion a symbol 
of grassroots 
renewal, say 

local delegates
New leader of federal Liberals 

seen as removed from party elite; 
election preparations begin

they noted, Dion’s win 
signifies the triumph of 
ideology over pragma-
tism, marking a genera-
tional shift within the 
Liberal fold. His environ-
mental agenda, political 
integrity and separation 
from the power brokers 
symbolizes a fresh start.

“I see Dion’s election as a 
victory for the grassroots; 
in effect, the grassroots 
of the party rebelled, and 
they won the rebellion,” 
said Clausi, an Elmira 
resident and Liberal rid-
ing association president 
who attended the Liberal 
convention in Montreal 
last weekend. Gerard 
Kennedy and Dion were 
Clausi’s first and second 

Albrecht disappointed by same-sex vote
House of Commons votes to uphold marriage for gay and lesbian couples

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Kitchener-Conestoga 
Conservative MP Har-
old Albrecht, lobby-
ing for the traditional 

definition of marriage, found 
himself on the losing side in a 
House of Commons vote Thurs-
day afternoon.

A Conservative motion “to 
introduce legislation to restore 
the traditional definition of 

marriage without affecting civ-
il unions and while respecting 
existing same-sex marriages” 
was defeated by a 175-123 mar-
gin. The motion would have 
overturned last year’s decision 
to uphold court decisions legal-
izing same-sex marriage.

Prime Minister Stephen Harp-
er had promised a free vote on 
the issue as part of his election 
platform. Both the Conserva-
tives and Liberals freed their 
MPs to vote their conscience 

on the issue. 
Twelve of Harper’s MPs voted 

against the motion, including 
cabinet ministers Peter MacK-
ay, Lawrence Cannon, Jim 
Prentice, David Emerson and 
Josee Verner.

“We gave it a good fight,” said 
Albrecht, adding he was not 
surprised by the outcome. “My 
position was clear from the 
beginning.  I’ve received over 
a thousand emails, letters and 
phone calls from constituents 

urging me to move forward, 
and I was happy to respond to 
their wishes.

“It was clear we weren’t going 
to win, but I have a sign on my 
office wall that says you can’t 
trust someone until they’ve 
stuck with a good cause, even 
in the face of defeat. Although 
we may have lost the question, 
I can hold my chin up high.”

In his speech to the House 
on Wednesday night, Albrecht 
defended the traditional defi-

nition of marriage as a union 
between one man and one 
woman.

“The issue before us today 
and the vote tomorrow is not a 
vote on traditional marriage, 
but it is a vote to allow debate 
on traditional marriage. And 
while I continue to favour a tra-
ditional definition of marriage, 
I think it is a travesty that we 
could turn our back on having 
an open debate of the subject. 

t See CHILDREN page 5

THE SPIRIT OF GIVING Keith Fulcher (right) joined a crew of Elmira firefighters in handing out candy to children on the sidelines during last 
weekend’s Santa Claus parade. Organized by the Elmira Jaycees, the popular event featured a number of floats and marching bands performing 
in advance of St. Nick’s arrival. Nature even provided a few snowflakes to enhance the mood. More photos on page 10.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Specials from December 11 - December 16

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

(50-60)

Blade Roasts
$3.99 lb.

Pork Loin Roasts or 
Boneless Pork Chops

Fresh Boneless

$6.99 lb.

Springbank

Old Cheddar

GET AN EARLY START AND ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TURKEY OR ROAST TODAY!

$3.29 lb.

Fresh Boneless

$3.99 ea.

Cooked
Shrimp Rings

Give our Raphael's Pizza 
or Elmira Donuts & Deli 

Homemade Bread 
a Try Today!

This Christmas,
Give a Stemmler 
Meat & Cheese 
Gift Certificate!

EARLY BIRD 
SITTING

$3500

DESIREE FINHERT
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After a few false 
starts, including 
an interlude of 

balmy temperatures, win-
ter arrived in earnest this 
week, as witnessed by an 
upsurge in the number of 
traffic accidents on roads 
in Waterloo Region.

Heavy snow started fall-
ing last Sunday, resulting 
in 15 collisions that day 
alone. Ten involved prop-
erty damage, two involved 
injuries and three were 
hit-and-run incidents. 

When people returned 
to work on Monday the 
region saw a spike in 
traffic collisions, said 
Sgt. Dave Reibel of the 
Waterloo regional police 
traffic branch.

“A lot of them are rear-
end collisions where peo-
ple haven’t left enough 
distance between them-

Increase in collisions comes with the weather
Snow sees surge in accidents; townships escape relatively unscathed

selves and the car in 
front, so when people 
start to stop, they begin 
to slide,” he explained. 
“It takes them a greater 
distance to stop their ve-
hicles. We’re seeing more 
collisions involving rear-
end type crashes as well 
as a few collisions where 
they slid into an intersec-
tion and weren’t able to 
stop in time going into 
the intersection for either 
a stop light or stop sign.” 

There were 66 collisions 
– double the daily aver-
age Dec. 4 (41 property 
damage, 14 injuries, 11 
hit-and-run). 

By Tuesday the number 
of crashes had returned 
to the region’s average, 
with 33 counted. 

“People seemed to real-
ize there were some snow 
and some slippery spots 
so that number dropped 
down again and that’s 
typical of what we see 

with new snow falls,” said 
Reibel. “We have a bad 
day when it first comes 
and then people drive ac-
cordingly and it drops off 
quickly.”

During the early part of 
the week, most of the col-
lisions occurred in the 

cities. Although roads in 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships were slick as 
conditions worsened over 
the weekend, no accidents 
were recorded.

“Today we have no 
accidents, so perhaps 
maybe, now that we are 

JOIN THE
KINGS
FOR GREAT JUNIOR B HOCKEY

JOIN THE
KINGS
FOR GREAT JUNIOR B HOCKEY

For more information  check out www.kings.on.ca

Friday, Dec. 8, 2006 
vs. Listowel
7:30 PM @ Listowel 
Memorial Arena

Sunday, Dec. 10, 2006 
vs. Cambridge
7:00 PM @ Elmira Arena

TEDDY BEAR 
NIGHT

Friday, Dec. 15, 2006 
vs. Waterloo

7:30 PM @ Waterloo Rec Centre

Sunday, Dec. 17, 2006 
vs. Cambridge
2:00 PM @ Elmira Arena
BRING THE KIDS TO 

SKATE WITH THE KINGS
AFTER THE GAME!

about one week into the 
snow conditions, [driv-
ers] are slowly acclima-
tizing themselves to the 
atmospheric change,” 
Sgt. Merv Knechtel of 
Elmira’s Division 3A told 
the Observer Wednesday 
morning.

By the afternoon, how-
ever, Elmira police had 
responded to five fender 
benders.

Conditions have been on 
par in Wellesley Township, 
where officers from the 
New Hamburg detachment 
attended three crashes one 
snowy morning two weeks 
ago. Since then drivers 
have been more careful, 
said Sgt. Don Scott. 

“After that there hasn’t 
been a significant in-
crease,” he said. “What 
amazed me was when we 
had the deer running there 
we pretty much had a deer 
hit every day for a week.

“People have adjusted 
and hopefully they will 
continue to be careful 
with their driving now 
that winter seems to be 
upon us.” 

Similarly, drivers need-
ed a little time to adjust 
to the blustery weather in 
other parts of the region.

Woolwich and Wellesley townships make new councils official

PHOTOS: JOE MERLIHAN

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS Wellesley’s new council was sworn-in at an official ceremony Dec. 4 at 
the Crosshill chambers. From left to right: Paul Hergott, Ward 4; Herb Neher, Ward 2; Ross Kelterborn, Mayor; 
Jim Olender, Ward 3; Shelley Wagner, Ward 1.

A REASON TO BE FESTIVE Woolwich Township hosted an inaugural ceremony at Lions Hall in Elmira 
Tuesday night to mark the swearing in of its new council. From left to right: Mark Bauman, Ward 2; Murray 
Martin, Ward 3; Ruby Weber, Ward 1; Bill Strauss, Mayor; Sandy Shantz, Ward 1.

ROLLOVER Three vehicles, including a liquid anti-icing tanker, were involved in a collision on the Conestogo 
River Bridge on Hwy. 85 between St. Jacobs and Waterloo on Dec. 1. The truck skidded on the ice and 
overturned after 10 p.m., closing the road for hours. No one was injured, but damage was severe. 

STEVE KANNON MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
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Making the move
Former Bloomingdale resident Kim Fitzsimmons relocating to Guatemala

New officers join WRPS

Nomination deadline 
extended for arts award

Mother Goose
4A Christmas Pantomime • December 1 – January 6, 2007

ORDER TODAY! Call 519-883-0300
www.waterlooentertainmentcentre.com • 24 King Street North, Waterloo, ON N2J 2W7

presents

THE MOST EXCITING AND INTERACTIVE CHRISTMAS SHOW THIS SEASON!
FAMILY4-PACK$150
and Your Tickets

Will Arrive in Delightful
Mother Goose

Packaging for Easy
& Memorable Gifting!
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Kim Fitzsimmons is about to make 
her summer home a permanent 
one – moving to Guatemala to be a 
full-time missionary. 

For seven years the Bloomingdale resident 
has been visiting the eastern village of Camo-
ton doing outreaches, medical work and aid-
ing impoverished children with groups from 
Koinonia Christian Fellowship.

In fact, an outreach group from the Bloom-
ingdale church returned from its most re-
cent southern expedition Dec. 3.

“My goal, when I was there, was to pur-
chase a fridge, stove and get my hydro go-
ing,” quipped Fitzsimmons. 

Over the weeklong trip many people asked 
if Fitzsimmons was finally there to stay – a 
testament to her many visits over the years.

“I’m starting to be accepted into the com-
munity there,” she said. “It’s better that I 
didn’t just move down cold turkey. It was 
good that I went over the years and built a 
relationship, especially with the children.”

Already the people in Camoton call 
Fitzsimmons “Hermana Kim” (Sister Kim) 
and refer to her home as Casa de Kim.

That home will be in the village of 
Camoton, dominated by cement-block 
homes or huts made from tin, plastic or 
mud. The population is growing and the 
already established ministry centre is 
overwhelmed with work.

For Fitzsimmons, the village has pulled 
on her heartstrings since her first visit.

“I really felt like I was coming home 
– that’s the only way I can describe it,” she 
told the Observer. “I felt like this is where I 
needed to be. We can’t help everybody but 
we can all do our part. I just felt like I could 
make a difference in these peoples’ lives, 
especially the children.”

When Fitzsimmons mentioned her inten-
tions to become a full-time missionary, 
Koinonia decided to speed up the process, 
promising to build her a two-bedroom 
apartment atop the ministry centre.

Since then things have started falling 
into place. 

For the single mom, the first step was en-
suring her three children would be fine in 
her absence. 

“We sort of had to A, B, C everything: 
I wanted to make sure each one of them 
could be on their own,” she said.

A 22-year-old daughter has been newly es-

tablished in a Waterloo apartment. Her son 
is in the military and teenaged Samantha is 
just finishing high school. 

However, the youngest will be making the 
move with mom. 

“My youngest only needs four credits to 
graduate and they’re not mandatory,” said 
mom. “One of them will be language school 
when she goes down to Guatemala. The rest 
she’ll be able to do online.”

The next step was selling the family home 
in Bloomingdale after six years of residency. 
The mother and daughter are currently liv-
ing in their Waterloo apartment until the 
permanent move is made in the new year.

Along with the appliances, Fitzsimmons 
has purchased a 4,000-square-foot lot on 
which she plans to build a house. 

Part of the long-term plan will be to build 
temporary housing for patients and aban-
doned children. This will give patients a 
clean place to stay with medical treatment 
nearby following surgeries, or a place for or-
phaned children to stay while family mem-
bers are contacted. 

Fitzsimmons and Koinonia are in the final 
stages of preparation: fundraising. Calen-
dars are being sold and auctions and con-
certs are in the works. 

There are 15 new boys in blue this week 
as the Waterloo Regional Police Service 
welcomed constables to the ranks. After 
completing basic training at the Ontario 
Police College in Aylmer, the new recruits 
were sworn in during a ceremony at po-
lice headquarters in Cambridge Dec. 7.

Strong turnout for rec. 
open house event

More than 200 people stopped by the 
seniors’ centre Wednesday night to have 
their say on a proposed new multi-use 
recreational complex in Elmira.
The open house showcased draft plans 

for the facility, allowing residents to pro-
vide feedback to the design team looking 
after the project. The inclusion of a sec-
ond ice pad was the most prevalent com-
ment, noted Larry Devitt, Woolwich’s 
director of recreation and facilities.
Plans for the complex include an NHL-

sized ice pad and seating for 1,560 spec-
tators, a six-lane pool, warm water ther-
apy pool, seniors’ centre, youth centre, 
indoor walking track, meeting rooms, 
café and concession area and parking 
for 600 vehicles. Currently, only one ice 
surface has been approved.
Originally budgeted at $12 million, the 

project is now expected to cost $20 mil-
lion. Another rink would add $4 million 
to the price tag.
“The second ice pad is an important 

issue and one area where we expect a 
lot of questions and comments,” Paul 
Bossenberry, chairman of the Woolwich 
Recreational Facility Foundation, said 
prior to the open house. “If the public 
has strong feelings one way or the other, 
this is an opportunity to get a better un-
derstanding of the pros and cons of that 
ice pad, and to let the design team know 
your thoughts.” 
All comments received will be consid-

ered in finalizing the project’s design and 
budget. The township is accepting input 
until Dec. 15. The information will be 
examined when the design committee 
meets again before Christmas.

The K-W Arts Awards recognize and 
honour artists who have made outstand-
ing contributions to their art and to the 
cultural life of Waterloo Region. Each 
year, nominations are solicited from the 
general public to honour both profes-
sional and amateur artists.
Six Denneys, a statue designed by Alan 

Denney in 1988, will be awarded in the 
categories of Literary, Visual Arts, Per-
forming, Music, Mentor and Open.
 The Leading Edge Award recognizes 

emerging young artists in the communi-
ty.  This award is presented to four peo-
ple under the age of 25 (as of December 
31, 2006) who have shown exceptional 
achievement in writing, performance, 
music or fine art.
Members of the community are encour-

aged to nominate a local artist or arts 
supporter: the deadline for all nomina-
tions has been extended to Dec. 15, 
2006. Visit  www.kwartsawards.ca.

Waterloo Region council last week ap-
proved an agreement with Traffipax Inc. 
for the supply, installation, operation, 
and maintenance of a red light camera 
system for a five-year period. Six On-
tario municipalities are partners in the 
Red Light Camera program including the 
regions of Waterloo, Halton, and Peel, 
and the cities of Hamilton, Ottawa, and 
Toronto. The City of Toronto will assume 
responsibility for centralized processing 
of the program.

Region reaches deal 
on red light cameras

GOING HOME Kim Fitzsimmons and her daughter Samantha pose with a picture of Melvin Vasquez, a Guatemalan child the family has sponsored for six years. In January 
the former Bloomingdale residents will make a permanent move to Camoton, Guatemala to become full-time missionaries. JASON KIEFER
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Located in:

Paul & Adele’s 
No Frills

232 Arthur Street South

Elmira N3B 2P2

Phone: 519-669-3003

Fax: 519-669-0138

www.drugstorepharmacy.ca

Pharmacy Hours:

Monday-Friday: 9am-9pm

Saturday: 9am-7pm

Sunday: 9am-6pm

We are pleased to annouce a new DRUGStore Pharmacy 
located in No Frills at 232 Arthur Street South.

Our pharmacy manager, Joe Maricic, and pharmacy 
technician Juan Carlos Bautista, are committed to provid-
ing personalized care and quality service. Joe Maricic has 
specialized training as a Certified Asthma Educator. Feel 
free to drop by the pharmacy to discuss your asthma and 
ways to reach your health and lifestyle goals. We are always 
available to address any health related concerns.

Here are some of the services the pharmacy offers:

   • Free on-site blood pressure monitoring

   • Professional advice and recommendations
 on over-the-counter medications

   • Medication reviews to check for potential
 drug interactions between your prescriptions, 
 food and herbal therapies

   • Medication compliance packaging to 
 ensure medication is taken appropriately

   • Free medication delivery

We look forward to serving you in the near future.1192 QUEEN’S BUSH RD., WELLESLEY • 519-656-2950 

• FRESH PRODUCE

• QUALITY MEATS

• LOTTERY TERMINAL

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR:

• MOVIE RENTALS

• AGENT FOR NEWTEX    
DRYCLEANING

OPEN 7 
DAYS A WEEK

Mon.-Fri.  8am - 9pm, 
Saturdays 8am-6pm, 

Sundays 12-5pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS:
DEC. 9 - DEC. 15, 2006

we reserve the right to limit quantities.

12lb box 99¢$499

SWEET
CHERRIES
Product of Chile

      /lb

$299

RED, ORANGE OR YELLOW
PEPPERS

Product of Spain/Canada

      /lb

ICEBERG
LETTUCE
Product of USA

$799

NAVEL
ORANGES
Product of USA

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS $699POINSETTIAS 
6” POT

$799NESTLE

TURTLES
GIFT CANISTER 417g

SEAFOOD
SPECIALS

COMPLIMENTS

SMOKED ATLANTIC

SALMON
$499

175g

$999

COMPLIMENTS

JUMBO
SHRIMP

13/15 ct

454g

AQUASTAR YELLOW FIN

TUNA 
STEAKS
$499

340g

COMPLIMENTS

QUICK PEEL

SHRIMP
$999

2-lb bag

$499

HIGHLINER WILD PACIFIC 

SALMON
STEAKS

454g

2/$500

OCEAN JEWEL

SHRIMP
RINGS

227g

GRADE A

FROZEN

TURKEYS
$179

/LB

$249

BONELESS PORK

SIRLOIN 
STEAKS

/LB

BONELESS
PORK LOIN CENTRE CUT

ROASTS OR 
STEAKS

$299
/LB

CUT FROM CANADA AA GRADE BEEF 

PRIME RIB 
ROASTS
$499

/LB

$179

LEAN 
GROUND 

BEEF

/LB

$299

CUT FROM CANADA AA GRADE BEEF 

SIRLOIN TIP 
ROASTS

/LB

COOKS BONE IN 

SHORT SHANK 
HAMS

/LB

$199
MEAT

SPECIALS

$1299

AQUASTAR

SNOW CRAB 
LEGS

680g

PRODUCE SPECIALS
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A Floradale relief 
group is among 
the numerous 

Christian organiza-
tions across the country 
coming together under 
the banner of the Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank 
(CFGB) to help mitigate 
the crisis in Darfur, Su-
dan. Floradale Men’s Fel-
lowship (FMF) is among 
the 13 groups rallying 
behind the drive, which 
just recently sent 4,000 
metric tonnes of Cana-
dian wheat to one of the 
world’s most war-torn 
areas. The wheat will be 
distributed to people dis-
placed and impacted by 
a conflict that has killed 

Locals contribute to Darfur relief efforts
Canadian Foodgrains Bank concentrates on getting food into the hands of the most needy

hundreds of thousands 
and displaced millions 
more since 2003. 

Gathering grain and 
money from across the 
country in an effort to tem-
per a situation that shows 
no signs of improving, 
CFGB most recently tar-
geted the western region 
of Sudan, an area United 
Nations official Mukesh 
Kapila called the “world’s 
greatest humanitarian 
crisis” in March 2004. 

For more than eight 
years, and through its 
own crop sales, FMF has 
collected an annual av-
erage of $15,000 worth of 
funds for the foodgrains 
bank. The local organi-
zation rents two fields 
for the sole purpose of 
providing CFGB with a 

steady flow of income; 
this year’s crops yielded 
the significantly higher 
sum of approximately 
$20,000.

Despite these local in-
creases, more help is need-
ed. Because of the political 
volatility of the conflict in 
Darfur, the relief effort is 
seriously underfunded, 
say organizers.

“There’s a huge need 
for food … somewhere 
less than half of what the 
United Nations say they 
need has been committed 
by countries around the 
world,” said David May-
berry, Ontario Resource 
Coordinator for CFGB.

“I think right now the 
foodgrains bank is prob-
ably the fifth largest 
donor to the area. That 

is certainly a cause for 
concern [because] if Ca-
nadian churches are the 
fifth largest donor – if you 
think of the world … well, 
maybe other people aren’t 
coming to the table as 
generously as they should 
be,” he told the Observer. 

That the wheat has al-
ready arrived in Port Su-
dan does not guarantee 
that it will reach those 
in need; in a war-torn 
region where violence 
and banditry are out of 
control it’s common for 
food to disappear before 
it reaches its targets.  

Despite these challeng-
es, the United Nations has 
a good reputation for get-
ting things done through 
the World Food Pro-
gramme, said Mayberry.  

And for such an opera-
tion to be effective, trans-
parency and efficiency 
are required at both ends 
of the project.  For Jeff 
Bauman of the Floradale 
Men’s Fellowship, CFGB 
is that organization.

“We’re able to help al-
leviate hunger ... and for 
every dollar that we send 
CIDA (Canadian Inter-
national Development 
Agency) will also fund 
the CFGB with four,” said 
Bauman.

“You can’t really go 
wrong … it is such a good 

organization that CIDA 
will help them out by 
funding it so that’s what 
also legitimizes the Ca-
nadian Foodgrains Bank; 
that the government it-
self sees it as a legitimate 
source for some of their 
money for development,” 
said Bauman.

Since the conflict in Dar-
fur erupted in 2003, inter-
national organizations 
have placed the death 
count anywhere between 
50,000 and 450,000. Most 
aid groups, however, use 
400,000, a figure from 
the Coalition for Inter-
national Justice that has 
been cited by the United 
Nations. As many as 2.5 
million are thought to 
have been displaced and 
the crisis is deepening, 
spreading into neigh-
bouring Chad.

The conflict in Darfur 
began when Sudanese 
rebel groups, comprising 
mainly African Muslims, 
attacked the Arab govern-
ment’s outposts in protest 
of the economic dispar-
ity between Africans 
and the predominantly 
Arab elite. The Sudanese 
government, which was 
involved in the then 18-
year-old bloody civil war 
against the south, felt it 
could not crush the upris-
ing on its own, and enlist-

ed nomadic Arab militias 
known as the Janjaweed. 
The Janjaweed have de-
stroyed hundreds of vil-
lages and cut off aid and 
supply lines. Murder, 
abduction and rape are 
rampant.

While publicly denying 
its support of the Janja-
weed, the Khartoum gov-
ernment has provided 
weapons and assistance 
to the marauding mili-
tias, and has participat-
ed in joint attacks with 
the group, systematically 
targeting the Zaghawa, 
Fur and Massaleit ethnic 
groups. This has led to 
international cries, in-
cluding those of the Unit-
ed States, of genocide. 
The UN, however, has 
refrained from using the 
“g” word – one laden with 
weighty implications.

Despite international 
pressure, the Sudanese 
government has consis-
tently rejected a UN pro-
posal to deploy a 17,300-
troop peacekeeping force 
in the country. It has stat-
ed on several occasions 
that it considers such an 
international presence 
akin to an invasion. In-
stead, Khartoum has ap-
proved an ill-equipped 
and out-manned coali-
tion force built solely of 
African Union troops.



DECEMBER 9, 2006 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER �    

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

High school students 
may not be entitled 
to vote, but they’re 

getting a say in Ontario’s 
review of the way we hold 
elections.

The Students’ Assem-
bly on Electoral Reform 
brought together 103 
young people – one from 
each provincial rid-
ing – at a conference in 
Huntsville last month. 
Representing Waterloo-
Wellington was Kenneth 
Hall, a Grade 11 student 
at Centre Wellington Dis-
trict High School in Fer-
gus.

During a five-day forum 
in November, the students 
met at the Deerhurst Re-
sort to discuss various 
electoral systems and 
question them all with a 
view to raising their col-
lective voices.

“It was obvious that 
every single one of my 
peers was intent on edu-
cating themselves so that 
they could make a deci-
sion that will affect the 
government that they 
will soon inherit,” Hall 
told the Observer.

The Students’ Assembly 
parallels the Citizens’ 
Assembly on Electoral 
Reform, an independent, 
randomly selected cross-
section of Ontarians that 
is assessing the current 
electoral system and oth-
ers. It will recommend 
whether Ontario should 
keep its current system 
or adopt a new one.

If the Citizens’ Assem-
bly recommends a new 
electoral system, that rec-
ommendation will be put 

Students look 
to make their 
vote count in 

electoral reform
Waterloo-Wellington riding 

represented by Fergus high schooler
to a referendum. Feed-
back from the Students’ 
Assembly process will 
be compiled in a report 
that will be submitted to 
the Citizens’ Assembly in 
February.

As with the larger Citi-
zens’ Assembly, student 
participants worked with 
experts, heard submis-
sions and will ultimately 
decide how the province 
should elect its politi-
cians.

Since the forum, and 
in anticipation of the an-
nouncement, Hall set 
himself a personal goal.

“I am motivated to 
spread the work to the 
fellow students in my rid-
ing; a major change in 
government will be posed 
to the citizens of Ontario 
in the next provincial 
election just when many 
of my peers are about to 
become eligible voting 
citizens,” said Hall. “The 
time is now for students 
across Ontario to shed 
stereotypes of political 
ignorance and apathy 
and to realize how differ-
ently their vote could be 
cast and counted under 
different electoral sys-
tems.”

The initiative to involve 
soon-to-be voters in this 
fashion was designed by 
Student Vote, the orga-
nization that put mock 
elections in educational 
institutions in time for 
the January 2006 federal 
election. 

The student assembly 
operates with grants 
from the provincial gov-
ernment, the Canadian 
Council on Learning 
and the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation.

choices respectively.
“There’s a real mood of 

wanting to renew, want-
ing to change things … 
it’s a dangerous thing to 
the power elite because 
as soon as you relinquish 
control to the folks at the 
bottom, you release your 
grasp on the reins of pow-
er. We do have people who 
are still old school and 
believe that new leaders 
are anointed. I suspect 
that Rae and Ignatieff had 
been told that if they came 
they’d be given … but at 
the end of the day it’s good 
that the grassroots were 
able to have a final say,” 
Clausi told the Observer.

government. Dion’s Fran-
cophone identity and his 
hard-line stance on Que-
bec separatism isolate 
him from the West as 
well as voters in Quebec 
– votes the Liberals des-
perately need to wrestle 
power from the Conserva-
tives. Docherty, however, 
disagrees, noting that the 
bid for votes in Quebec 
won’t be a Liberal-Bloc 
Quebecois contest but 
one between the Liberals 
and the Conservatives. 
According to the Elmira 
resident, those aren’t neg-
atives. As for the West, 
Docherty speculated that 
while the Liberals won’t 
win seats in Alberta, Di-
on’s environmental plat-
form will likely receive 

Weber, also a Liberal 
party delegate who at-
tended the convention 
in Montreal, agreed. 
Though Dion wasn’t her 
first choice, Weber ac-
cepted his win as “the 
voice of the grassroots” 
even if she had some res-
ervations.

“He’s certainly an ideal-
ist, but you can’t govern 
with pure ideology, you 
also have to be pragmatic, 
and I guess we’ll wait and 
see whether or not he can 
find a way to implement 
his policies or his ide-
als, rather.  He certainly 
didn’t say anything that 
made me think that he 
could do that,” she said. 

For David Docherty, a 
political scientist at Wil-
frid Laurier University, 
Dion is a rejection of the 
fabled “white knight” the 
Liberals have been wait-
ing for since the days of 
Pierre Trudeau. 

“When I say a white 
knight, I mean the next 
leader in waiting who 
will solve all our prob-
lems, who everybody 
loves, who’s this larger-
than-life persona. That 
was [John] Turner, the 
golden boy. That was 
Trudeau, the charisma. 
That was supposed to be 
Ignatieff,” said Docherty.

“No one has ever thought 
of Dion as a white knight; 
he’s a hard-working, 
slightly nerdy academic 

who has oodles and oo-
dles of integrity and pas-
sion and principle – that’s 
probably more important 
than charm and charis-
ma right now for the Lib-
erals. If I were a Liberal I 
would sit back and look at 
this result right now and 
say ‘you, know, I’m pretty 
happy.’” 

Cognizant of the fact 
that the Liberals have 
a long way to restoring 
Canadians’ faith in the 
party in light of the spon-
sorship debacle, Clausi is 
optimistic that Dion is up 
to the task.

Despite Dion’s strong 
points, however, crit-
ics argue that his elec-
tion is actually more of 
a positive for the Harper 

a push in B.C. as well as 
Quebec, where support 
for the Kyoto protocol is 
strong. 

Consequently, Dion’s 
leadership is a win-win 
situation, said Docherty.

“It means that … un-
like Ignatieff, more like 
Rae, it draws clear lines 
between the Harper gov-
ernment and the Liberal 
party – Canadians, in the 
next election, whenever 
that is – I suspect it will 
be this spring – are going 
to be given a choice be-
tween two very different 
parties. Quite frankly, as 
a political scientist, that’s 
a good thing because 
if the election is about 
ideas, it’s going to be less 
about personalities.”

Dion positions Liberals as distinct from Tories
Continued from cover

Children the real issue, says MP
Democracy deserves no 
less,” he argued.

“The debate over tradi-
tional marriage should 
be a debate about rights.  
But in the blind dash 
to put a patchwork of 
rights together, have we 
ignored the basic rights 
of children? Again – let 
me make a direct appeal 
to my fellow Parliamen-
tarians – for the sake of 
future generations. For 
the sake of this country.  

Please, remember the 
children.”  

Since Bill C38 was ap-
proved last year, some 
12,000 gay and lesbian 
couples have tied the 
knot.

While the issue carries 
many personal beliefs for 
the Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP, he said he also has 
concerns for children 
raised in the same-sex 
partner households.

“I can’t speak specifi-
cally to the consequences 

because we haven’t had a 
long enough time to study 
it, nor has this been in 

place long enough,” he 
told the Observer. “But 
we do know a bit about 
same-sex relationships, 
that some children have 
been raised in those en-
vironments. We do know 
that studies have demon-
strated over and over that 
the best possible circum-
stance for children is to 
be raised in a family unit 
with a mom and a dad in 
a continuous and stable 
relationship. I don’t think 
that’s open to question.”

HAROLD ALBRECHT, MP

Continued from cover
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“If you want to change the corporate culture at Hydro One, 
then I suggest you change the chief executive officer.”

NDP leader Howard Hampton calls for the head of CEO 
Tom Parkinson in light of this week’s report from Auditor 
General Jim McCarter.

» Cuttin’ the fat
Some taste buds may complain, but 
the arteries will be celebrating as 
New York became the first city to 
ban the use of artificial trans fats at 
restaurants. The move bolsters the 
attack on the substances linked to a 
variety of health concerns.

Shocker: another French Liberal leader

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

» Winter, for real
As noted in this week’s edition, the 
arrival of winter driving catches 
some motorists off guard. Slowing 
down, keeping larger gaps and a 
host of other safety techniques 
seem to be forgotten in the months 
since we last faced winter driving 
conditions.  

» Watch those donation dollars
One year after Katrina, the U.S. 
government is still squandering 
tens of millions of dollars in wasted 
disaster aid, federal investigators 
said this week. FEMA has recovered 
less than one per cent of the $1 
billion it wasted on fraudulent 
hurricane assistance.

Take a hard line 
on accountability

I ain’t got no use for them 
thievin’ Liberals, but 
I sure like to check up 

on the whole political pro-
cess, which is why I was 
tuned into the leadership 
convention stuff last week-
end. You can tell the media 
folks is mostly a bunch of 
lefties on account of it bein’ 
a real love-in, especially on 
the CBC (which everyone 
knows stands for Commu-
nist Broadcasting Corpo-
ration).

Anyway, what I seen on 
the TV was plenty satisfy-
ing for the likes of us who 
want decent government 
– Stephen Harper ain’t got 
nothin’ to fear from that 
Stéphane Dion fella. The 
Liberals went and cut their 
own throats pickin’ another 
French fella from Quebec. 
You can kiss goodbye any 
votes west of Ontario. And 
from what I’ve been readin’, 
they ain’t fond of him in 
Quebec, either. Seems to me 
that years ago a party could 
win an election by sweepin’ 
through Quebec to prop ‘em 
up – just look at Trudeau 
and that lowlife Mulroney. 
Now Quebec is all about the 
Blocheads, so the parties re-
ally have to sell themselves 
to the other provinces, es-
pecially Ontario.

Don’t get me wrong: there 
weren’t none of the Liberal 

types fit to lead the country 
– that’s what happens when 
you’re a lefty – but this new 
guy is a real milquetoast 
, and his English makes 
Chrétien look like ol’ Will 
Shakespeare himself.
THOSE CAS STAFFERS ARE 
STEALING FROM CHILDREN
Speaking of grafters, 

seems like them children’s 
aid societies is a whole lot 
better at lookin’ after them-
selves rather than tendin’ 
to the kids. 

Nothin’ gets my blood 
pressure up like readin’ 
about government employ-
ees – already liftin’ cash 
from my pocket every week 
– helpin’ themselves to 
the cookie jar. Worse still 
when they’re doin’ it at the 
expense of the children.

Bad enough that them 
folks is forever going in 
and harassing good, law-
abiding folks – we’re al-
ways hearing stories about 
those cock ups – but they 
also drop the ball in cases 
where kids are really be-
ing abused. You hear about 
that stuff all the time, too.

I was readin’ how we’re 
spendin’ $1.2 billion a year 

for these groups, double 
what was being spent just 
six years ago. But we’re not 
getting much more work 
out of them folks. It ain’t no 
secret where the money’s 
going when an audit of 
just four out of 53 CAS op-
erations found managers 
toolin’ around in $50,000-
$60,000 SUVs and takin’ va-
cations in southern resorts 
to the tune of thousands of 
dollars. Talk about your 
junkets.

And it wasn’t no surprise 
to see those schillin’ for 
the troughers makin’ all 
kinds of excuses about how 
hard the work is, like that 
makes it OK to waste tax 
money. And there was also 
the usual sob story about 
havin’ to pay out to get the 
good people, who’d make 
more money in other jobs. 
I say let ‘em take the other 
jobs: the replacements 
couldn’t screw thing up 
more than what’s going on 
now, by all accounts.
THIS WEATHER WON’T PUT 
ME IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT
I usually ain’t one to go 

complain’ about the weath-
er, considerin’ there’s ought 

to be done about it, but 
we’ve sure been through a 
lot in the last week. It went 
from warm and rainy right 
away to cold and snowy.

Movin’ a little snow never 
killed a fella, but I think I 
liked the rain a little better, 
especially since we didn’t 
get much of a fall this year 
– so much for the Indian 
summer.

Anyways, the rain wasn’t 
doing too much for folks 
last week when they were 
kickin’ off Christmas in 
downtown Elmira – the 
wife likes to take in the 
tree-lighting when she 
can, and that means I gotta 
drive her down there. 

Still, I guess it’s a good 
idea to keep an eye on 
my money in case she de-
cides to wander about the 
stores that are open late 
that night. It ain’t like she 
doesn’t spend plenty of time 
– and my money – off shop-
pin’ during the rest of the 
week (that’s one of the good 
things about bein’ a retired 
bloke: you can go when 
the crowds ain’t so big at 
the mall, though I’d rather 
take a pass altogether), but 
you put the wife near an 
open store and she’s gotta 
go look around. That is un-
less it’s something I might 
be interested in. Then it’s 
no dice.

A report this week by provincial Auditor Gener-
al Jim McCarter revealed millions of dollars 
in unaccounted expenditures on the part of 
Ontario civil servants, encompassing school 

board teachers through to Hydro One executives.
Thanks to myriad online forums, the expected public 

outrage was swift and damning. While justified, the par-
tisan nature of many comments – as with most political 
issues, the debate quickly turns into a Liberal-versus-
Conservative name-calling – don’t really figure into this 
situation. Such civil service imbroglios are common no 
matter which party is in control of the Legislature.

In the case of this auditor’s report, the wrongdoing un-
earthed at children’s aid societies and hospital boards, 
among others, came to light because the McGuinty gov-
ernment widened the Auditor General’s mandate – he 
began investigating areas previously deemed off limits 
by the Conservatives.

Among the most eye-catching of revelations were 
millions of dollars in poorly documented credit card 
expenditures and of some 300,000 excess OHIP cards 
in circulation. Not surprisingly, the offspring of the for-
mer Ontario Hydro continue to be a hotbed of suspect 
spending.

“While both Hydro One Inc. and Ontario Power Gen-
eration had established sound purchasing policies, they 
lacked adequate systems and procedures to ensure that 
their policies were being complied with – particularly 
with respect to competitive purchasing and employee-
related expenses,” McCarter notes in his 2006 audit.

“During the 2005 calendar year, Hydro One purchased 
$127 million worth of goods and services using corpo-
rate charge cards. We found that the documentation, 
such as charge-card slips, submitted in support of ex-
penditures was often insufficient to determine what 
was purchased. We also identified instances where 
monthly statements had been reviewed and approved 
even though employees had not provided details about 
the cash advances received and charged to their corpo-
rate charge cards.”

Raising the ghost of former CEO Eleanor Clitheroe, 
fired in 2002 over spending habits, current Hydro One 
head Tom Parkinson was criticized for his own use of 
funds.

Parkinson, who makes in excess of $1.5 million, is un-
der fire for $52,000 in expenses run up by his secretary 
on her corporate credit card – much of the spending was 
for him.

Many of the expenditures remain to be accounted for. 
In his report, McCarter notes that is a common occur-
rence through the public sector: workers and managers 
overseeing expense accounts are unable to account for 
the cash.

With that in mind, now is the time for McGuinty 
to send a clear signal on this issue. The first order of 
business is to remove spending authority from many 
government employees, centralizing the spending and, 
therefore, the control. Hard and fast rules about ac-
ceptable expenditures should be backed up with a no-
receipt-no-reimbursement policy – if an employee can’t 
justify the expense, he or she is on the hook for it.

In the case of the abuses exposed this week, the govern-
ment should call in the police. Anyone who spent mon-
ey without receipts must repay the money. Any blatant 
misuse of funds – including luxuries and personal ex-
penditures – should result in dismissal and subsequent 
criminal charges. By tearing through the bureaucratic 
ranks without hesitation, the Liberals would show they 
are serious about countering such behaviour, sending a 
clear signal to the civil service and to the public.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

Does the election of Stephane Dion as 
leader of the federal Liberals have any 

impact on the way you will vote?
Ryan 
McKenna

“No.“

Allan
Poffenroth

“No, it doesn’t.”

Peter
Canning

“Nope. I’ll never 
vote Liberal.”

Ken
Curtis

“No. It didn’t re-
ally matter who 
won to me. He’s 
an environmental-
ist, though, he’ll do 
alright.“

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

PERHAPS A LITTLE SAFE MOTORING IS IN ORDER WHEN THE WEATHER CHANGES 
AND EVEN THE ANTI-ICING CREWS ARE HAVING SOME DIFFICULTIES.t See WHEN BOB page 8

Dion goes up the middle in the battle of the egos

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Bob’s position against 
teachers is against his 
beloved taxpayers too

It’s a long ride, on the 
railroad, from To-
ronto to Montreal, 

five hours in all, with 
nothing but muffins and 
ginger ale.

But, air travel now in-
convenient unlike what 
it once was – sixty bucks 
to the airport, your 
shoes taken off, your 
toothpaste confiscated 
on the theory you are a 
terrorist – it’s actually a 
better alternative: time 
to read a book, prefer-
ably the new bestseller 
about Conrad and Bar-
bara.

So absorbed was the 
scribbler in the tearjerk-
er that he should have 
been listening to the 
chattering of the other 
travellers in the crowd-
ed car.

They were all young 
– meaning in their twen-
ties – and all their chat-
ter, obviously Liberal 
kids headed for the Mon-
treal convention to pick 
their new leader, was 
about how they didn’t 
want a Harvard intellect 
who had supposedly (not 
true) been out of Canada 
for 30 years.

The scribbler, once in 
this country’s most so-
phisticated town, im-
mediately loses his wal-
let by betting all within 
reach – in the pubs and 
the press room – that 
there is no way the pris-
tine Stéphane Dion (the 
most intelligent and 
honest candidate for the 
crown) can ever win.

The reason, the scrib-
bler explained to his ig-

norant listeners was that 
Dion was hated by all 
the separatists in Que-
bec for his Clarity Act 
– declaring there was no 
fuzzy “sovereignty-asso-
ciation”  bafflegab but a 
simple ‘Yes’ or ‘No.’

Plus the fact there was 
no way he could get a sin-
gle vote west of the On-
tario-Manitoba border. 
Since Western Canada 
has been tired of being 
ruled, for 33 of the last 38 
years, by Quebec lawyers 
(including John Turner, 
however briefly.)

Boy was I wrong. What 
a whopper! Who would 
ever have thought that 
Gerard Kennedy, upon 
losing the ballot, would 
go to Dion’s camp? But 
how clever. Being a young 
man, he has a better fu-
ture siding with Dion 
rather than a Harvard 
intellect or a broken-
down former premier. It 

also placed Iggy and Rae 
in a position where in 
order to survive, one of 
them had to back the oth-
er. After all, there is only 
one leader, one position 
– not like some corpora-
tions that have shared 
positions as CEO. 

Kennedy’s camp obvi-
ously analyzed the situ-
ation and knew the prob-
lem. Not political beliefs. 
Not changing parties in 
the same year. Not be-
ing in or out of Canada 
too long. No, the prob-
lem was ego: two former 
roommates vying for 
position. Iggy was ahead 
but when he approached 
Bob Rae to make a deal 
to support him, Rae lit-
erally turned his back 
without uttering a word 
on the idea that he would 
help his old roomy get 
the leadership. And then 
once losing the battle,  
instead of walking over 

to Iggy’s camp indicat-
ing he would support 
him and thus win the 
war, he magnanimous-
ly puts on a show and 
let’s his supporters go 
to make up their own 
minds about who will be 
the next prime minister 
of Canada. Magnani-
mous or ego, I say?

Politics is a funny 
thing. The smallest 
things can make a dif-
ference. Even if it is just 
wearing bright green 
scarves to show the soli-
darity from a distance. 
As far away as Victoria 
to St. John’s. 

But will Dion give 
Harper a run for his 
money?  While watch-
ing the results, Harper 
was probably having 
his very first glass of 
champagne. The Clarity 
Act is still an issue with 
Quebecers and the west 
is still fed up not having 
one of theirs in the front 
row centre of the Com-
mons. Dion has a long 
way to go.

And me?  Christmas 
will be pretty sparse 

this year. My budget was 
used up paying off my 
debts. My children are 
not amused.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Stéphane Dion 
and Stephen Harper are 
very much alike. Aside 
from having the same 
first name, they are 
very, very serious and 
dower. They are both 
stubborn and will never 
give up. They are equal 
in this sense.

Sound like two other 
men just defeated?

It will be a very inter-
esting duel. 
AND A FINAL 

THING: Alberta has 
had their own show this 
week. Dinner jacket Din-
ning, a slickster from 
Calgary has been licking 
his lips for five years to 
succeed Ralph Klein. So 
what happens?  Steady 
Eddie, a farmer with 
roots under his finger-
nails, whopped Dinning 
who wanted it so bad he 
could taste it.

Ah, yes. Federally and 
provincially, them poli-
tics, they are a changin’.

To the Editor,
Why is Uncle Bob so 

anti-teacher? Did his 
Grade 5 teacher sit him 
in the corner a hundred 
years ago?

The teachers’ pension 
fund is one of the best 
proofs that the govern-
ment and the public can 
work together for the 
benefit of all.

Yes, teachers are mem-
bers of the public. They 
invest a portion of every 
paycheque in the pen-
sion fund. The only way 
this is different from 
personal retirement in-
vestments is that the 
teachers’ pension fund 
is handled by financial 
experts with integrity 
from both teachers and 
government.

Like every other in-
vestment organization, 
they must acquire stable 
income-earning proper-
ties and handle the fi-
nances fairly. They now 
need more properties 
and larger investment 
to generate pensions for 
the greater number of 

teachers retiring soon, 
due to interference in 
the education system by 
governments as far back 
as Davis, then Harris.

I speak from experi-
ence. If anyone needed 
and needs a financial ad-
visor, that person is I. A 
few small inheritances 
were spent on current 
living, and on family 
education.

Fortunately, the gov-
ernment and the Ontar-
io Teachers’ Association 
were collecting and in-
vesting bits of my salary, 
from 1942 onwards. This 
system was never priva-
tized, and intelligent 
discussion always took 
place before changes or 
adaptation.

I have been retired for 
22 years and, thanks to 
the pension fund, I am 
still able to contribute to 
living, as I have always 
done. I pay income tax, 
gas tax, property tax, 
GST, PST, contribute to 
wildlife groups and the 
church.

Some day soon, I am 
going to self-publish 
a book. I know lots of 
answers, though I’m 

“Um, this drive might 
take a little longer 

than I thought.”
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HARD TALK

RAFE MAIR

WITH

National outlook and tidy house will see Grits rule again 

INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS

GWYNNE DYER

We must heed Hawking’s warning if we’re going to survive

not quite sure what the 
questions are. I believe 
that a very serious 
question is, How can we 
retain our human intel-
lectual integrity, when 

Continued from page 7

When Bob bullies and 
ridicules, he is dumbing 
down humanity

we are being continu-
ally dumbed down by 
advertising, corporate 
control, and a media 
that is always threat-
ening and ridiculing, 
whether or not there is 
a bogeyman.

Margaret 
Snyder Milke

West Montrose

Public servants’ income 
is no longer tax money, 
Bob, it’s their pay

To the Editor,
I know that Uncle Bob’s 

column is deliberat-
ing provocative, but he 
shouldn’t be allowed to 
spread lies. In his latest 
diatribe against teach-

ers (Mind Over Matter, 
Observer, Dec. 2/06) he 
says, “I understand that 
pension fund is one of 
the richest around. And 
every penny of it’s come 
right out of your pocket 
– it’s all tax money, every 
bit of it.” That’s false in-
formation; when teach-
ers put their money into 

their pension plan it’s 
no longer tax money. 

When Uncle Bob writes 
his column and then 
goes out to spend his 
paycheque, it’s not fair 
to say that he is spend-
ing the newspaper’s 
money.

Barb Draper
Elmira

It was vintage Ste-
phen Hawking. Last 
week the world’s 

most famous astrophysi-
cist, receiving the Royal 
Society’s Copley Medal, 
Britain’s highest scientif-
ic award, used the oppor-
tunity to warn that “the 
long-term survival of the 
human race is at risk so 
long as it is confined to 
a single planet.” So we 
must go, as Buzz Light-
year would put it, “to the 
stars – and beyond!”

Hawking first became 
famous for his trium-
phant career in science 
despite being almost to-
tally paralyzed by motor 
neuron disease: the Roy-
al Society’s president, 
Lord Rees, said he had 
contributed “as much as 
anyone since Einstein 
to our understanding of 
gravity.” His bestselling 
book A Brief History of 
Time made him wealthy 
beyond the dreams of the 
average Cambridge pro-
fessor of mathematics. 
At the age of 64, however, 
his main concern is the 
future he will not see.

“Sooner or later, disas-
ters such as an asteroid 

collision or nuclear war 
could wipe us all out,” 
Hawking said after the 
ceremony. “But once we 
spread out into space 
and establish indepen-
dent colonies, our future 
should be safe. There 
isn’t anywhere like the 
Earth in the solar sys-
tem, so we would have to 
go to another star.” 

By sheer coincidence, 
just three months ago a 
decision was made to take 
the first baby steps in that 
direction: “We’re going 
for a base on the moon,” 
said Scott Horowitz, as-
sociate administrator for 
exploration of the U.S. 
space agency NASA (the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration) in 
mid-September.

It was part of the roll-
out of NASA’s plans for 
the new spacecraft that 
will replace America’s 
aging and accident-prone 
space shuttle fleet, which 
will be retired in 2010. 
The Orion vehicles will 
revert to the simpler 
methods of the Apollo 
spacecraft that flew the 
manned moon missions 
in 1968-72, launching into 

orbit atop large rockets 
and descending back to 
Earth by parachute, but 
their technology will be 
half a century better.

The first job of the Ori-
ons when they enter ser-
vice in 2014 (after an em-
barrassing four-year gap 
when U.S. manned space 
missions must depend 
on European, Russian or 
Chinese launch vehicles) 
will be to meet American 
commitments in support 
of the International Space 
Station. By 2020, however, 
chief NASA administra-
tor Michael Griffin prom-
ises that an Orion will 
carry a four-person mis-
sion to the Moon, the first 
human visit in almost 
50 years. But this time, 
he said, the visitors will 
be going to stay – and to 
“extend human presence 
across the solar system 
and beyond.”

The base will be near 
one of the moon’s poles, as 
those are the only parts of 

the surface where there 
is continuous sunlight to 
provide power (and there 
may even be frozen water 
available in some of the 
craters). It will serve not 
only as a science centre 
but a possible stepping 
stone to Mars. That’s 
about 100 times as far 
away – the first step out of 
the wading pool and into 
the ocean – but manned 
missions to Mars are now 
officially on the agenda 
as well.

“I can’t believe that 
we’re not already living 
and working on Mars,” 
said Elliot Pulham, 
president of the Space 
Foundation, an industry 
trade organization, in 
response to NASA’s Sep-
tember announcement. 
“It’s a shame we wasted 
the past 20 or 30 years, 
but we do need to get back 
on track and get on with 
this sooner or later.”

It is a bit late, but full 
credit to President George 

W. Bush, who responded 
to the latest shuttle disas-
ter in 2003 by becoming 
the first American leader 
to get serious about space 
flight in decades. The 
question is whether the 
commitment will survive 
Bush’s departure in two 
years’ time: a Congress 
bitter about the lost war 
in Vietnam gutted the 
funding for the first U.S. 
moon project, and a Con-
gress bitter about the lost 
war in Iraq could do the 
same again.

This time, however, the 
United States is no lon-
ger the only major player. 
The European Union and 
Russia are currently do-
ing a feasibility study for 
a joint rocket and manned 
vehicle program based 
on their existing Ariane 
and Soyuz technologies; 
China is already in the 
manned space-flight 
business, and both Japan 
and India have clear am-
bitions in that direction. 
With or without Ameri-
can involvement, bases 
on the moon are likely in 
less than 20 years, and on 
Mars in perhaps another 
decade after that.

That doesn’t really add 
up to “independent colo-
nies” that satisfy Hawk-
ing’s criteria, however, 
because human beings 
cannot live anywhere in 
the solar system apart 
from Earth without huge-
ly expensive and vulner-
able life-support systems. 
To find other habitable 
planets we must go to the 
stars, a journey many 
tens of thousands of 
times farther than the 
trip to Mars.

Barring some complete-
ly unforeseen scientific 
and technological revo-
lution, that will not hap-
pen in this century. But 
unless global civilization 
suffers an early and com-
prehensive collapse, the 
logic of human history 
suggests that it probably 
will happen eventually, 
one way or another.

Will that finally make 
us safe from extinction? 
A little bit safer, maybe, 
but any technology that 
can take us to the stars 
can probably also destroy 
whole planets at interstel-
lar range. No matter how 
far we go, we can never 
get away from ourselves.

The Conservatives 
will lose the next 
election in spite of 

the Sponsorgate mess, 
still within political mem-
ory (although only just).

The Tories will lose for, 
like the Bourbons, they 
have learned nothing and 
forgotten nothing.

Before proceeding, let 
me make it clear that I am 
no Liberal. I was when 
a young man but Pierre 
Trudeau cured me for life 
of that ailment. For the 
record, I’ve voted Green 
in the last three elections 
and probably will again.

The Tories will lose be-
cause the public doesn’t 
much like Stephen Harp-
er or his politics and will 
look elsewhere. But it goes 
much deeper than that.

The Tories have never 
been the natural govern-
ing party; at least not 
since the First World War. 
They have been the party 
of privilege, of white Prot-
estants, of the British 
connection and old ways 
of doing things. This tra-
dition became acutely 
obvious after the Second 
World War, when George 
Drew became Tory lead-
er in 1948, replacing John 
Bracken who had made 
the party inclusive of the 
Prairies when he forced 
the amalgamation of the 
Conservative Party with 
the Progressives, which 
he had led in Manitoba.

Drew was an “empire” 
man and so “Ontario” 
that he got little support 
in Western Canada. In 
the 1949 and 1953 federal 

elections, Drew’s Tories 
were defeated handily by 
the Liberals, led by Louis 
St. Laurent. Drew alien-
ated potential supporters 
in Quebec when he called 
French-Canadians a “de-
feated race.” His support 
for conscription during 
the Second World War 
also hurt his prospects 
among French-Canadian 
voters.

Canada was changing – 
indeed there were winds 
of great change happen-
ing in Quebec, which 
would bear fruit with 
the election of Jean Les-
age as Liberal premier 
of that province in 1960. 
He brought with him the 
Quiet Revolution.

In 1957, the Tories, hav-
ing abandoned Drew for 
the prairie populist John 
Diefenbaker, were hand-
ed a glorious opportunity 
as the Liberals, arrogant 
after 22 years in power, 
got into a scandal of con-
siderable proportions and 
acted much as though 
nothing had happened. 
To the great surprise of 
all, Diefenbaker won a 
minority government in 
1957, which he converted 
to a huge majority in 

1958.
The eventual fall of 

Diefenbaker to Lester 
Pearson had many rea-
sons, including the can-
cellation of the popular 
Avro Arrow fighter plane, 
thus ticking off Ontario, 
where it would have been 
built. His fall, however, 
illustrated how fractured 
the Conservative party 
was. These weren’t just 
superficial cracks as the 
Liberals often display, 
but went right to the core 
of the party.

The Liberals always 
seem able to replace their 
leaders if not seamlessly, 
at least with the wounds 
capable of being healed. 
The Tories take no pris-
oners. In fact this ability 
to change leaders without 
an accompanying blood-
bath is a basic character-
istic of the Liberals; to 
them, the all-important 
thing is to win – to the 
Tories, it’s to throw open 
the gates of the coliseum 
and see the gladiators 

kill each other off.
The next time the To-

ries tasted power it was 
simply a strange inter-
regnum presided over by 
Joe Who?, whose govern-
ment lasted nine months 
and is only remembered 
because in the budget de-
bate Clark couldn’t count 
and lost what was a confi-
dence motion.

It wasn’t until 1984 that 
the Tories won again be-
cause the people were sick 
to death of Trudeau and 
his arrogant acolytes, and 
Mulroney made a Faus-
tian bargain with Quebec 
separatists while promis-
ing Western Canada that 
he would get rid of the 
hated National Energy 
Program. He won again 
in 1988 by focusing on one 
issue: free trade with the 
United States, an issue 
upon which he was able to 
divide the opposition.

What was clear at this 
point was that the Con-
servative party could 
only win under excep-

tional circumstances. 
That they weren’t a “na-
tional” party as were the 
Liberals was clearly dem-
onstrated when in the 
1993 election they were 
reduced to two seats.

After 1993 we saw the 
stunning rise of Preston 
Manning’s Reform Party 
and the eventual amal-
gamation of that west-
ern-based party with the 
(mostly) Ontario Conser-
vatives. Again, it was ob-
vious that there was not 
a Canadian Conservative 
party to do battle on even 
terms with the Liberals.

The Liberal Party of 
Canada has a history of 
binding its wounds and 
moving back into conten-
tion while the Conserva-
tive party has not. There 
is a reason for this.

The Conservatives, 
while they will have 
red Tories (such as Joe 
Clark) from time to time, 
still represent money and 
privilege. Or perhaps I 
should say appear this 
way. Ordinary, middle-
class Canadians do not, 
naturally, feel comfort-
able with the Conserva-
tives. Their huge political 
strength in oil-rich Al-

berta puts into clear view 
the type of people the To-
ries appeal to. Their im-
age becomes brash and 
insensitive, right wing 
and rich, throw ‘em in 
jail and hang ‘em high. 
This isn’t how Conserva-
tives in other regions see 
themselves.

I don’t say that the To-
ries can’t win the next 
election. They can if an is-
sue grabs the public that 
points to the Tories for a 
solution. Without an over-
powering issue – such as 
“throw the bastards out” 
in 1957 and 1979, or the di-
visive Free Trade Agree-
ment – the Conservatives 
simply don’t have a tra-
dition of putting victory 
ahead of all other con-
siderations coupled with 
a belief that if they don’t 
govern the country, it will 
be catastrophic.

The Liberals have that 
basic arrogance and com-
bine it with a tradition 
of keeping their differ-
ences to themselves, not 
converting them into an 
often-entertaining public 
display of nastiness.

Bet as you wish. I’m a 
chalk bettor and my bet 
is on the Grits.
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BE SMART
Don't Drink
and Drive.

Every year, thousands 
of Canadians die in car 
accidents because of 
drinking and driving. If 
you are going to drink, 
use a designated driver, 
or take a cab. Don’t en-
danger someone else.
DRINK RESPONSIBLY!

Advance
Millwrights

Inc.
21 Howard Ave., Unit 3 • 519-669-4200

www.advancemillwrights.com

60 First St. E. • 519-669-5166

Registered to ISO 
9001, 14001

Manufacturers of 
Sulphuric Acid
and Sodium 
Bisulphite

9 Mill St. • 519-669-5161

175 Union St. • 519-669-5198

Div. of Fred Elliott Coach Lines Ltd. • School Buses Available for Charter

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

519-638-3008 • 1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

2316 Floradale Rd., Floradale • 519-669-8818

Stop here for service...

Dennis Frey • Durrell Frey • Merlin Frey
...drive on with confidence

1220 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley • 519-656-2725

Wellesley
Service Centre Ltd.

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

20-A Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-0003

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS & SOLE PROPRIETORS, PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES
dwitmer@witmercac.com

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs • 519-664-2263

CREATIVE DIGITAL IMAGING 
ELECTRONIC PRE-PRESS  •  PRINTING

Serving the community for over 100 years.
www.stjacobsprintery.com

4 Herbert St. • 519-669-2540

A U M A N
P R I N T I N G

(FAX: 519-669-3451)

57 Arthur St. S.. • 519-669-FILM (3456)

E L M I R A

PHOTO
ONE HOUR PHOTO • ENLARGEMENTS
FRAMING • PORTRAITS • CAMERAS

49 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1631

20 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-5040

1185 King St. N., St. Jacobs. • 519-664-2245

DeSigN, BuilD ADDitioNS AND ReNovAtioNS

21 Howard Ave #7 • 519-669-4400

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

Thompson’s Auto Tech has been preparing for your car. 
We are an Accredited Emissions

Test and Repair Facility.

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 • 519-699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

NEW
ADDRESS

50 Arthur St. • 519-669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED

To the Editor,
In regards to last week’s 

Mind Over Matter (Ob-
server, Dec. 2/06), instead 
of ‘Uncle Bob’ it should be 
‘Bob’s an Idiot.’ Granted 
the opinions Bob shares 
with the readers of the 
Woolwich Observer each 
week are opinions that 
some Canadians think 
but will not say. 

On occasion, I too share 
some of Bob’s viewpoints 
and find humour in the 
way he delivers his mes-
sage. However, read be-

tween the lines and you 
will see this man has 
some serious issues. The 
guy is all over the map 
when it comes to bashing 
subjects he knows little 
or nothing about. Bob 
would not know a ‘root 
cause’ if it hit him over 
the head. Before shoot-
ing off his mouth each 
week with emotionally 
charged rubbish, Bob 
needs to get his facts 
straight. 

Bob’s latest rant over 
the teacher’s pension 

fund simply has me 
shaking my head. If Bob 
has any children he ob-
viously had them home 
schooled because there 
is no way he would sup-
port the schooling sys-
tem based on the facts as 
he knows them.

The Ontario Teachers 
Pension Fund is rich 
because the sharp indi-
viduals looking after it 
know what they are do-
ing. Bob in all his wis-
dom thinks that every 
penny going into the 

fund comes right out of 
the taxpayers’ pocket. I 
am not a teacher but my 
wife is and I can tell you 
a big chunk of her pay-
cheque is deducted for 
payment into the pension 
plan. Granted one could 
argue the money is still 
tax money, nonetheless 
the money is first earned 
before it is paid. 

As for the cushy job 
teachers have, Bob needs 
to spend a month as a 
teacher in order to get a 
reality check. I have no 

doubt that by the end of 
the month Bob would be 
carried out in a straight-
jacket babbling uncon-
trollably. Teachers are 
educated, highly trained 
individuals who put a lot 
of time and effort into 
their work. They deserve 
every bit of remunera-
tion they receive, not to 
mention the extended 
time off needed to re-
cover from the stresses 
of the job. Can you imag-
ine working on a daily 
basis in an environment 

that you have absolutely 
no control over? Teach-
ers these days are at the 
mercy of the parents and 
students – talk about a 
job that is anything but 
cushy. 

If Bob is so hell bent 
on change, he needs to 
run for office instead of 
shooting off his mouth 
and looking like an idi-
ot. 

Bob is definitely not my 
uncle. 

Don Gonder
St. Jacobs     

Bob should do some homework before mouthing off at teachers



HERE 
COMES 
SANTA 
CLAUS...
PHOTOS BY 
MARC MIQUEL HELSEN 
& PAT MERLIHAN

ELMIRA JAYCEES 
13th ANNUAL 

SANTA CLAUS PARADE
HEY I’M TALKING TO YOU Following a bevy of 
floats and marching bands, St. Nick addresses the 
crowd as he brings up the rear of a parade in his 
honour. Organized by the Elmira Jaycess, the event 
saw hundreds line Arthur Street Dec. 2 to revel in 
some holiday spirit.

CANdY TIME Children lined up along the sides of 
the street, receiving candy from firefighters.

KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH Jessie Fay 2, and mom Becky enjoy the 
passing floats as the keep an eye out for the arrival of Santa, the main 
event in last weekend’s parade.

SHrINE ON Watson Adams, and the Waterloo County Shrine Oriental Band, 
played some tunes and entertained the crowds of people who lined the 
streets at the annual parade. 

Grrrrr Art Woods of the Elmira Lions leads this formidable 
beast at the Santa Claus parade.

NATIvITY Christian Foundation School Enact their own nativity scene. From left to right: Megan Taylor, 
Maggie LaRonde, Marina Dosen, Roan Desmeules, Nicholas Dosen, Daniel Rampelt, Talia Rampelt.

SWEET STOrY EMSF chair Doug 
McLean waves to the crowd.

COOL TUNES Venturer Ronnie Johnson 
jams out some tunes on a miniature guitar.

LIONNESS Naomi Freiburger enjoys 
the parade.

AN EArFUL Meggamutts hound 
gets into the spirit of Christmas.

www.woolwichobserver.com
MOrE PHOTOS AvAILABLE AT:

ONE WHEEL WONdErS Davin Grose (foreground) and 
Nick Grose showed off their uni-cycling skills as part of the 
Waterloo 4-H float.
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Council backs SuperBuild transfer The business of Christmas heritageCommerical, multi-family units lead building boom

WITH

www.centre-square.com
Ticket Centre Hours: M - F 10 - 8PM •  SAT 10 - 6PM

519 578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

Thursday,
December 28
2PM & 7:30PM

Adult tickets 
start at $31

Childrens tickets
start at $19

GROUPS 20+:
10% OFF

Share The Magic
and support the work of 

Family & Children’s 
Services of the Waterloo Region.  

Purchase a ticket for $15 and give 

a seat to a child or family who 
might otherwise not be able 

to share The Nutcracker 
magic. Ask the box office 

about giving to 
Share The Magic

1\8pg_nutcracker_WOB  11/30/06  2:15 PM  Page 1

A tradition of trust.

R E G I S T E R E D  E D U C AT I O N  S AV I N G S  P L A N S

For your future
Financial Planner

RESP

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario

Aylmer  519-765-3025 | Elmira 519-669-1529 | Kitchener 519-576-7220 | Leamington 519-326-8601

Milverton 519-595-8796 | New Hamburg 519-662-3550 | Waterloo 519-746-1770  | www.mscu.com 

3x73_RESP.wo11-06.ad  11/23/06  11:50 AM  Page 1

OPEN: Mon–Wed 9-6, Thurs–Fri 9-8, Sat 8:30-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs
519-664-3610

Weekly  Specials
SPECIALS IN EFFECT DEC. 11 - DEC. 16

Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades AA, AAA

Pork Schnitzel

Pork Loin

Ground Beef or Stewing Beef

Ham Kolbassa

Summer Sausage

Cheddar

Extra Lean

6 Year Old

Boneless

$3.29/LB

$3.39/LB

$3.39/LB

$3.99/LB

$4.99/LB

$13.99/LB

Sliced .................. $5.99/LB

Chub ................. $11.00/EA

Whole Stick .... $21.00/EA

Breaded

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F 

For a leading energy pio-
neer, being recognized 
for his dedication is not 
as important as growth 

in the industry. 
Dave Hatherton received the 

Excellence and Leadership 
Award at the first National 
GeoExchange Business and 
Policy Forum in Quebec last 
week, but the CEO of Elmira-
based NextEnergy is taking 
the honour in stride.

“It’s not like going out and 
winning your first motorcy-
cle race – I’ve been at this for 
almost 28 years,” Hatherton 
told the Observer. “It’s excit-
ing more for the industry that 
there is actually an industry 
out there that is giving out 
awards. It’s hard to get an 
award if you don’t have an in-
dustry. … When the industry 
does build they look around 
they find out that there is 
somebody who’s been doing 
this a long time. Then you end 
up getting recognition for it.”

After nearly three decades 
promoting geothermal technol-
ogy in residential and commer-
cial markets without recogni-
tion, Hatherton is more pleased 
that the field has finally taken 
that leap. 

The technology of extracting 
heat from the earth to warm 
or cool a building has been 
around since the early 1900s. 

It was in 1980 that Hatherton 

NextEnergy CEO receives national award
New coalition recognizes pioneer in the now-blossoming geothermal industry

founded Earth Systems Inc., 
trademarked the WaterFur-
nace in North America, becom-
ing the world’s largest distribu-
tor of geothermal systems. 

Eight years later he estab-
lished NextEnergy Inc., now 
the largest distributor of geo-
thermal products in Canada 
with some 300 dealers.

NextEnergy, Earth Systems 
Inc. and other enterprises Ha-
therton has co-founded have 
installed more than 250,000 
systems, accounting for ap-
proximately $2.5 billion (US) 
in retail sales and making him 
the prime choice for the Cana-
dian GeoExchange Coalition’s 
leadership award.

For the four-year-old coali-
tion’s first national confer-
ence two awards were issued: 
one for excellence based on a 
project and the other recogniz-
ing years of experience in the 
geo-exchange or heating ven-
tilation and air conditioning 
industry (HVAC).

“It’s not only a number of 
years and a number of instal-
lations but more importantly 
[it’s] what he’s contributed to 
the reputation of the technol-
ogy and how wide his reach 
has been,” said Daniela Piz-
zuto, the coalition’s commu-
nications manager. “Yes, he’s 
based in Elmira but certainly 
the work he’s done has had a 
significant impact across the 
country. That’s certainly what 
stood out for the judges.”

Even Hatherton quipped 

that he’s probably been in the 
business longer than anyone 
in North America. While he’s 
been at it for years, the indus-
try is still in its infancy. Trade 
groups, such as the coalition, 
and the establishment of fo-
rums and awards represent 
growth in this sector of the en-
ergy market.

“Maybe this time, with ener-
gy and the environmental situ-
ation, we may need this tech-
nology now,” he said. “It may 
be something that we actually 
need to use. When there’s lots 
of oil and lots of gas and lots of 
other energy sources to draw 
on – at a very inexpensive 
price compared to the rest of 
the world – when that starts to 
dry up or there’s potential en-
vironmental implications that 
require us to change how we 
do things, this technology will 
be needed.”

A geothermal system has wa-
ter circulating through a loop 
pipe installed underground, 
absorbing the heat from the 
ground and bringing it into the 
house.

A geothermal unit transfers 
the heat to air and blows the 
warm air around the house us-
ing standard air ducts. Alter-
natively, the heat is distributed 
through pipes containing wa-
ter for in-floor heating. In the 
summer, the process reverses.

NextEnergy is experiencing a 
steady growth in the company 
and the technology is starting 
to gain popularity. JASON KIEFER

LOOKING FORWARD Dave Hatherton, CEO of Elmira’s NextEnergy, was the 
recipient of the Excellence and Leadership Award handed out at the first National 
GeoExchange Business and Policy Forum in Quebec Nov. 27. He was recognized for 
his role as a pioneer in the industry.

In its first order of business – and the only one on the agenda at the 
inaugural meeting Tuesday night – Woolwich council reaffirmed to the 
province its desire to transfer $200,000 in SuperBuild funds to inflow and 
infiltration (I&I) works from the King Street/Hwy. 85 overpass project.

While the residential sector may be slowing down, the value of building 
permits surged to near-record levels in October, led by gains in commercial 
buildings. Canadian municipalities issued some $6 billion in permits, up 
6.1% from September, second only to the $6.3 billion in December 2005.

Heritage and shopping, those two pillars of the season, meet in the form 
of the annual Christkindl Market, a “Festival of German Christmas,” now 
underway at Kitchener’s city hall. Vendors and craftsmen will be joined 
by entertainers as the festival runs through Sunday.
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Do you want to heal - release stress, 
tension, pain from your body 

and experience deep relaxation 
with a quiet, peaceful mind?

Explore the benefits of Peace Within,
a hands-on healing technique evolved from Reiki.

Gift Certificates Available.

Contact Joyce Jamieson • 519-664-2472
New classes begin January 9, 2007

What are the criteria necessary for healing to occur?
Do you want to help yourself and others heal?

SPECIAL
$15 off
highlights
with Jenny

Classic Hair Design
ToTAL fAMILY HAIR CARE • TANNING • WAXING

Tues., Wed., fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-8; Sat. 9-3

HAPPY HoUR:

• $3 OFF Men’s Cut
• $5 OFF Women’s Cut
Between 1 and 4 pm with Jenny

CLASSIC HAIR DESIGN 
519-669-8440 6 Arthur St. (above IGA)

Walk-ins 
welcome.

oPEN MoNDAYS IN DECEMbER

RACERS
WANTED
All Inclusive 2007
“Arrive and Drive”
Racing Program

Youth, teen, Adult drivers wAnted. CAll now:
519-884-5650 or  www.erbsvillekartway.com

MeMbership 
special 
$9999

bUY ONe,
GeT ONe,
FREE!
Expires Dec. 31, 2006

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A 6-1 win over the 
Owen Sound 
Greys last Sun-
day was prob-

ably what Sugar Kings 
coach John East had 
in mind as he stressed 
stronger defensive play 
from his Junior B squad. 
That result followed an 
11-5 thumping of the Cul-
litons in Stratford two 
nights earlier.

“You’ve got to play good 
defence, especially head-
ing into the playoffs. If 
we’re going to have to 
compete against the likes 
of Cambridge, Guelph 
and Listowel and the 
other top teams, you’ve 
got to play solid defense 
– you can’t just sit back 
and rely on your goalten-
der,” said East.

Although Elmira has 
been winning the major-
ity of its games, the coach 
saw a disturbing trend in 
the last month or so, with 
his players scoring loads 
of goals, but also giving 
up far too many chances. 
A 6-2 loss to the Brantford 
Golden Eagles sparked a 
crackdown.

Looking for a response 
from more than just the 
big guns, East demand-
ed that everyone chip 
in – offensively and de-
fensively. And this they 
did. Despite seeing five 
goals against Dec. 1, 
East was pleased with 
his team’s effort. Two of 
the five goals the Kings 
allowed came when 
they were shorthanded: 
as far as East was con-
cerned, it was a decent 
showing.

Defence tighter as Kings 
post two more wins

After hammering Stratford, Elmira returns home to shut down visiting Owen Sound Greys

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Last weekend’s back-to-
back wins put the Kings 
(20-3-2-0, 52) in second 
place, three points be-
hind the Cambridge Win-
ter Hawks (22-3-0-1, 55).

If the Stratford game 
was good, Sunday night’s 
home contest against 
Owen Sound was even 
better.

Brent Freeman opened 
the floodgates at 1:39 on 
a pass from Dane Dob-
bie. Three minutes later, 
Lunney potted one on a 
pass from Erik Vos and 
captain Tyler Brenner, 
making it 2-0 for the 
Kings. The Kings’ top 
line connected once 
more before the period 

buzzer as Brenner ham-
mered one home at 19:30 
on a pass from Lunney 
and Vos.

The Kings would go 
up 5-0 before conceding 
a goal. Brenner, from 
Vos and Lunney, scored 
Elmira’s fourth at 7:32 of 
the second period. Eager 
to get in on the scoring, 

the Kings’ other lines 
proved their worth, as 
Dan Rhame converted a 
Scott Lepold and Ryan 
Amyot pass at 16:58 of the 
second period.   

Down 5-0, the Greys got 
on the board courtesy of 
a Greg Virgo goal (assist-
ed by Brendon Haefling) 
with less than two min-

utes remaining in the 
frame. 

But that was it for the 
Greys. 

A Brenner goal, the last 
in his hat-trick, at 13:09 
of the third period drove 
the final nail into the cas-
ket, making it 6-1 for the 
homeboys. 

Once again, it was busi-
ness as usual for the 
Kings, who chalked up 
yet another high-scoring 
game. But Sunday night’s 
contest, which saw goal-
tender Joe Amlinger stop 
25 of 26 shots, was more 
than just a comfortable 
win: it was proof that 
the Kings are capable of 
tightening their defence, 
the playoff quality de-
manded by the coach. 

East was pleased with 
this well-rounded perfor-
mance. 

“Defence is not just goal-
tending, it’s everybody: 
the unit of five is on the 
ice all together. I thought 
we started really well 
in Stratford on Friday 
night; even though there 
were five goals against, 
I thought our defensive 
play was pretty good. 
They scored a couple of 
power-play goals that we 
didn’t like,” said East, 
noting that the hard 
work and all the talking 
paid off after the previ-
ous weekend’s defensive 
slides.

For assistant captain 
Lunney, who scored a goal 
and orchestrated three 
more, Sunday night’s 
turnout was the result of 
hard work and, maybe, 
just a little bit more.

“It [was] pretty much 
chemistry between all our 
lines,” he said.

Hockey fans showing up with a non-perishable food item will get in free 
as the Kitchener Dutchmen take on the Elmira Sugar Kings Dec. 19 at 
Kinsmen Arena. All items collected in the fifth annual food drive will be 
used to stock Christmas hampers. Game time is 7 p.m.

Graham and LuAnn Snyder are finishing up the first half of their NHL cit-
ies tour. The pair is in Nashville today for the St. Louis match. The Snyders 
will visit Atlanta, their 16th stop on the 30-team tour, before returning 
home for Christmas break.   

VIGILANCE PAYS Sugar Kings Dane Dobbie (left) and Ryan Amyot wait to pounce on the puck and capitalize on an Owen Sound mistake. Elmira 
defeated the Greys 6-1 at home last Sunday night.

After a one-year hiatus, the EDSS Lancers boys’ hockey team is work-
ing its way back into form. The team has a 1-4 record, with three more 
matches before the holidays. The boys lost 5-0 to Sir John A. Macdonald 
Dec. 4, then turned around to win 5-3 over Cameron Heights Tuesday.
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Keeping cool was 
the name of the 
game for the win-

ners of last weekend’s 
ringette championship.

The Woolwich Belle 1 
team came away gold-
medal winners at the 
Mitchell Ringette Tour-
nament Dec. 1-3 after 
besting some of the top 
teams in the league.

Stratford, Waterloo, 
Sunderland and the 
host team were all 
sharp skaters, but not 
fast enough to best the 
local ladies, according 
to coach Nancy Jacobi.

“They kept their heads 
when the other teams 
were getting penalties 
and losing their cool,” 
she explained. “They 
didn’t let the refereeing 
or anything get them 
down. … When they 
start to fall apart or 
miss their passes we al-
ways regroup and they 
talk themselves out of 
it. They know how to 
keep their calm.”

Keeping a level head 
was key in a compe-
tition that pitted the 
Woolwich squad against 
higher divisions, older 
contenders and bigger 
bodies. 

In the first round, 
Woolwich took on the 
host team in a back-and-
forth battle for an ad-

Belles keep their cool en route to gold
Woolwich ringette team nearly perfect in claiming Mitchell tourney

vantage. 
“It was anybody’s 

game,” said the coach. 
“Nobody really had that 
game until the buzzer 
went.”

Woolwich eventually 
fought its way to the top 
of a 4-3 decision for its 
first win of the weekend.  
But the real action was 
still to come.

That afternoon, the 
Woolwich ladies lost 
their first and only 
game of the tournament 
4-3 to Stratford. The un-
defeated team came to 
the ice touting a 9-0 re-
cord – but almost lost it 
to the Belles in the final 
seconds of the match.

“If we had about five 
more seconds on the 
clock we probably could 
have tied it up.”

With 10 seconds to go, 
Jacobi pulled the Belle 
goalie, putting another 
player on the ice. 

There was one player 
already poised in Strat-
ford’s crease and an-
other hauling the ring 
up the rink. Just when 
the pass was made the 
buzzer went, making it 
a 4-3 loss.

“I don’t think they’ve 
ever come that close to 
losing,” said the coach 
of the Stratford crew.

Game three didn’t com-
mence until late into 
the evening, and again 
Woolwich faced gruel-
ling opposition. 

Waterloo skated onto 
the ice having beaten 
the top teams in the 
league during day-one 
competition and the 
Belle team was expect-
ing a good fight.

However Waterloo 
did not live up to its 
reputation and allowed 
Woolwich a 6-0 shutout.

“Our goalie’s always 
hot,” said the coach 
of netminder Alyssa 

Huegle. “She’s an excel-
lent goalie. Our defence 
was really on in that 
game.”

While Jacobi said her 
squad always gives a 
hundred per cent, noth-
ing was truer on the fi-
nal day when tensions 

heated up the ice.
The Belles were able 

to sink a pair of goals 
with ease as their oppo-
nents, Sunderland, tied 
themselves up in penal-
ties. Meanwhile, penal-
ties were not a problem 
for the nine-member 

Woolwich team.
When the buzzer went 

it was 2-1 in favour of 
the Belles.

“In the final game ev-
erybody pulled ahead, 
everybody pulled it out. 
They all played their 
game,” said the coach.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

EDSS TEAMS 
GET IN ON 
THE ACTION

PHOTOS BY JASON KIEFER

NUMBER 1 The Woolwich Belle 1 team won gold in the Mitchell ringette tournament held Dec. 1-3, besting the previously undefeated Sunderland 
team. Back row: Barb Huegle, Jess Conlon, Vicki Wannamaker, Gillian Primeau, Kristen Kent, Michelle Conlon. Middle row: Coach Nancy Jacobi, 
Jill Wannamaker, Caroline Strenzke, Sloane Spruyt. Front row: Alyssa Huegle.

MAKING THE PASS 
Top: Junior Lancer Scott 
Albrecht blocks the net 
from a Kitchener Raider 
during a 67-49 loss for 
the home team at EDSS 
Dec. 5. Below: Lancer Matt 
Bauman looks for someone 
to pass the ball during the 
match. Meanwhile the 
senior Lancers lost 61-50 
in overtime to the senior 
Raiders.
The junior and senior boys 
next met on the court 
against the Jacob Hespeler 
Hawks Dec. 7. Results were 
not available at press time.
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Making 
the Game
Making 
the Game
Beyond the on-ice action — hockey is the sum of its parts.

Photos by:

Jason Kiefer

SECOND HOME Crowds gather in the lobby of the Elmira Arena prior to the start of the Sugar 
Kings game.

CLEAN SWEEP Wayne 
Leacy tidies up before the 
big game.

MUNCHIES Trisha Fleming prepares a nacho 
and cheese dish, a hot item at the concession 
stand.

SLICK WORK Staff prepares the ice, as a 
fan skips past the resurfacer gates to get to 
her seat.

THE ROOM AWAITS Hours before Sugar King players arrive to get prepared for the home game, team trainers and equipment personnel have the room ready and organized.

MAGIC FEET Freshly sharpened skates 
stand in line in the Sugar Kings’ dressing 
room.

TALE OF THE TAPE A variety of sticks stand 
ready against a wall in the dressing room, 
waiting for the players to claim them.

HELPING HAND Jeff Zinken hands out a program to 
a spectator.

TICKETS FOR THE GAME Booster club director Marilyn Craig (right), is a familiar face at Sugar Kings home 
games. Here she sells a fan a ticket for the night’s game.
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GET ER’ DONE Hours of preparation complete, 
the Kings get down to business: the on-ice action 
at the root of all the work done in advance of 
the game.

ALMOST SET As game time approaches, the 
referee checks the net for holes. Stick boy Jesse 
Marche (left) and an arena attendant gather up 
pucks used in the warm-up.

MENTAL GAME All players have different ways to 
get into the game, focusing on the task at hand are 
Marc Deschamps (left), Brent Freeman and Erik Vos.

WORDS OF WISDOM Erik Vos (left), Ryan Amyot, Trent Brown and Chad Hepborn sit and listen as coach John East 
goes over the game plan for the evening.

CIRCLING THE TROOPS Players gather around the net to work on some stretches as others get their feet moving with a skate during pre-game warm-ups.

FAN BASE Elmira might be known for the Maple Syrup Festival and 
the Mennonite community, but for these Mennonite teens, Sunday 
in Elmira is all about the Sugar Kings.

TEAM EFFORT Stick boy Login White brings a 
handful of sticks to the home bench as a reflection of 
Dan Rhame is seen on the glass as he warms up.

TAPE WORK Scott Lepold of the Sugar 
Kings gets the tape on his stick just right 
prior to game time.

CALLING THE GAME Linesman Dan Dietrich 
does last-minute adjustments on his skate in the 
officials’ dressing room.
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www.lensmill.com

PRICES
IN

EFFECT
FOR
ONE

WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

Hat/storage boxes
Just Arrived!

Massage pillows
2 Styles

pHoto albuMs
Rose Motif

ski gloves
Mens’

ski gloves
Ladies’

pHoto albuM
Hockey Memories

picture fraMe
A+ Teacher

Neck wrap
Cat or Dog Hot/Cold

Door Draft stop
Puppies

batHrooM accessories
Entire Stock

HaNDle book witH cD
Childrens’

viNyl bags
Childrens’ Dora, Pooh etc.

crayola socks
Childrens’

Maple leaf socks
Mens’ Pack of 3

pyjaMas
Boys’ Sizes 8 to 16

HooDeD jacket
Mens’-Teens’ Tough Duck

luMber jackets
Mens’-Teens’

tuNDra bags
Entire Stock

area rugs
Great Selection

latcH Hook kits
Entire Stock

caNaDiaNa yarN
Patons

sHetlaND cHuNky yarN
Patons

kNittiNg NeeDles
Aero Brand

cHeNille
Remnant

laMpsHaDes
In Stock

blaNket paNels
Christmas Fleece

Drapery toiles baskets & bags
Sewing

floral tools! flaNNelette kNit or crocHetiNg kits
Learning to

butterfly jacquarDs
Drapery

scrapbookiNg stickers
3D Elevation

cHristMas fabrics

Doll furNiture
Katie Kollectible

sewiNg NotioNs
Tailorform

bliNDs
Entire Stock

craft puNcHes
Border

scrapbookiNg albuMs
Mulberry

cHristMas baskets
Assorted

corDuroy
Printed

tapestry paNels
Quick Sewing Gift Idea

paper triMMer kits
Memory Maker

SALE!

craft paper toiles

rotary cutter sets
Great Gift Idea - Olfa Fleece

artist paiNt brusHes
Set of 12

Ho!
 Ho!
  Ho!

Drapery triMs

t-sHirts
Mens’ Gildan

only $1.99

$5.99

$12.99  ea.

$2.99  

$5.99  ea.

$2.99

$7.99  pr.

$29.99 $3.99ea.

$39.99ea.

$5.39ball

$2.49
Regular

 $3.99

$2.99  pr.

ASSORTED COLOURS
AND STYLES!

ea.
$9.99

Regular
$7.99

$6.99 ea.

Regular
$8.99 yd.

$8.99
Regular

$9.99 yd. 

1/2 PRICE  

Regular
$3.99

99¢

pr.

ea.

Regular
$9.99

99¢
pr.

Regular
$1.99 $6.99pk.

$19.99

$4.49yd.

Regular
$55.98

Regular
$17.99

Full Roll

$2.99
Regular

$3.99 yd. $4.99
Value 
$7.99

$7.99
Regular

$8.99 yd.

yd.

$8.99 to $13.99ea.

$6.99ea.

Regular
$9.99

99¢
ea.

Regular
$1.99

Regular
$12.99

Regular
$8.99

ea.

Regular 
Price60% OFF  

Regular 
Price60% OFF  

1/2 PRICE  

$27.99

30% OFF $9.00 The Lowest
Price!30% OFF  

yd.

$7.99
Regular

$14.99 GREAT PRICES!

GREAT STOCKING STUFFERS!
yd.

30% OFF

$9.99
Regular

$12.99 79¢ Regular
$1.29 1/2 PRICE  

Regular to
$24.99 $1.99 only $1.29

1/2 PRICE  
$4.99

Regular
$7.99 yd.

yd.

$3.79ball

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was an up and down 
weekend for the 
Wellesley Applejacks. 

Trounced by the Travel-
ers 7-3 in Delhi on Dec. 
1, the Jacks were looking 
to bounce back at home 
the following night – and 
they did just that.

Home ice advantage 
proved a factor as the fans 
cheered on the cider boys 
to a 6-3 win over the Bur-
ford Bulldogs.  The win 
keeps the Jacks (7-14-0-4, 
18) in sixth place in the 
McConnell Conference of 
the Southern Ontario Ju-
nior Hockey League.

“I’m happy with about 
30 minutes of the game 
– we came out and played 
really well,” coach Chip 
Seiling told the Observer 
after the Dec. 2 game.

“Last night in Delhi we 
had our butts handed 
to us on a platter, pretty 
much. The guys respond-
ed pretty well in the first 
period tonight … and 
we got some quick ones 
to help build our confi-
dence.”

The Jacks drew first 
blood at the eight-minute 
mark of the first period 
on a goal by Blake Mar-
tin, assisted by Scott Hus-
twitt and Trevor Nissen. 
Brett Vanderwen added 
another on a pass from 

Jacks settle for split 
in weekend play

Dumped by Delhi, Wellesley returns home 
to solid win over Burford

Brock Gerber at 13:53. 
The Jacks kept on truck-

ing and the goals kept on 
coming.

Martin notched his sec-
ond of the night on the 
power-play on a feed from 
Hustwitt and Patrick 
Shantz at 16:01. Adding 
insult to injury, the Jacks 
made it 4-0 before the 
buzzer on a shorthanded 
goal by Mike Fisher; Wes 
Hauck picked up the as-
sist.

Eager to reverse the 
course of the game, the 
Bulldogs came out snarl-
ing in the second period. 
Garret Claxton made it 4-
1 at 15:32 on a pass from 
Dave Buscholtz. Bus-
choltz then put his team 
within two goals on an 
unassisted tally at 17:19.

After 40 minutes, the 
Jacks remained out in 
front by a score of 4-2.

In the third period, Bull-
dog Justin Zylstra put 
his side within inches of 
deadlock as he scored his 
team’s third goal (unas-
sisted) at 4:22. Suddenly 
it was a one-goal game. 
But the rallying cry for 
the Dogs was a wakeup 
call for the Jacks.  

Hauck potted his sec-
ond of the night (from 
Blake Martin), making it 
5-3 for the Jacks at 14:01. 
A couple of minutes later 
Aaron Ryan took the 
wind out of Burford’s 

sails with a goal that 
made it 6-3 for Wellesley. 
Scott Hanley picked up 
the assist.

After an exciting seesaw 
battle, coach Chip Seiling 
had mixed feelings.

“At the beginning of 
the second period we 
just went back to our 
pond hockey ways. Very 
slowly, we’re learning 
that they have to stick 
to systems that everyone 
knows and everyone’s 
playing … they’ve got to 
buy into playing systems 
so that everybody knows 
where everyone is on the 
ice. Playing together is a 
lot more successful than 
playing by themselves,” 
he noted.

“I really like to see 
them be creative with 
the puck, meaning puck 
movement, plays with the 
puck. When I said that to 
them earlier in the year, 
they took that as ‘I have 
to handle the puck. ’ [But] 
the more confidence you 
get in each other, the 
more puck movement you 
have, the more creative 
you get off of plays rather 
than individual efforts, 
the more successful.”

The Jacks travelled to 
Port Dover to face the 
Sailors on Friday before 
returning to the home 
barn to take on the Ayr 
Centennials tonight (Sat-
urday) at 7:30 p.m. 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

CAPTAINS CLASH Applejack goalie Chris Russwurm tries to contain a rebound after making a save on a 
Bulldog attempt, while captain Richard Shantz steers his Burford counterpart, Andre Malcolm, away from 
the net. Wellesley won the Dec. 2 match by a score of 6-3.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

 COMPILED BY DESIREE FINHERT

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY

MAjOR NOVICE A
DEC. 2
• Woolwich 2 Guelph 2
Goals: Garrett Schultz, 
Liam Dickson.
Assists: Tyson Bender, 
Mathieu Fife, Tyler Moser.
DEC. 4
• Acton 4 Woolwich 2
Goals: Blake Doerbecker, 
Dickson.
Assists: Fife (2), Bender.

NOVICE
NOV. 25
• Twin Centre Hericanes 
13 Waterloo Raven 
Rockstars (2) 0
Goals: Hannah Charlton, 
Meagan Esbaugh, Pamela 
Hammer (8), Kayla Lee (2), 
Jocelyn Oja.
Assists: Shaylyn Jones, 
Hammer.
Shutout: Micaela Wells.
NOV. 29
• Woolwich Blue 3 Twin 
Center Hericanes 2  
Woolwich goals: Erika 
Morrison, Meghan Martin, 
Emily Willms.
Woolwich assists: M. 
Martin, Amanda Bauman, 
Ciera Hea, Kate Martin, 
Morrison. 
Twin Centre Hericanes 
goals: Hammer, Laura 
Weber.
Twin Centre Hericanes 
assists: Hammer, Lee, 
Weber.
DEC 3 
• Woolwich Blue 8 
Waterloo (4) 2 
Woolwich goals: Willms 
(2), Megan Chapman (4), 
M. Martin (2). 
Assists: Willms (2), 
M. Martin (3), Autumn 
Campbell.

ATOM
DEC. 2

• Twin Centre Hericanes 
(2) 7 Cambridge White 0
Goals: Erika Lebold, 
Lauren Brick (2), Jessica 
Reitzel, Kassidy Tucker, 
Laura Runstedler (2).
Assists: Sally Draper, 
Runstedler (2).
Shutout: Carley Scheerer.
DEC. 3
• Twin Centre Hericanes 
(1) 9 Kitchener Badgers 0
Goals: Carly Bender, 
Chantal Cook (2), Leah 
Gloin, Amanda Kuiack, 
Roslyn Mainland, Cassidy 
Pearce (3).
Assists: Mikayla Schmidt, 
Pearce, Mainland (3), 
Kuiack, Bender (2), Cook 
(2), Gloin.
Shutout: Laura 
Hemmerich. 

ATOM AE 
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 3 Milton 2
Goals: Bradley 
Mathieson, Owen 
Griffiths, Timmy Shuh.
Assists: Bobby 
Sutherland, Mathieson, 
Griffiths.
NOV. 28
• Woolwich 3 Acton 1
Goals: Mathieson, Calvin 
Cressman, Owen Griffiths.
Assists: Cressman, 
Sutherland, Alex White.
DEC. 2
• Hespeler 3 Woolwich 2
Goal: Owen Griffiths, 
Cody Petrosino.
Assist: Alex White.

ATOM LL
DEC. 2 
• Woolwich (1) 2 St. 
George 1
Goals: Adam Brown, 
Andrew Stoltz.
Assists: Lize 
Schuurmans(2).
Woolwich (3) 2 New 
Hamburg (1) 0
Goals: Ryan D’Hondt, 

Zachary Goetz.
Assists: Ryan Devries 2.

MAjOR PEEWEE A
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 5 Acton 3
Goals: Justin Schlupp (3), 
Clinton Dechert, Kadison 
Hipel.
Assists: Brayden Stevens 
(2), Weston Morlock (2), 
Dylan Bates.
DEC. 1 
• Woolwich 2 Guelph 2
Goals: Ryan Ament, 
Schlupp. 
Assists: Logan White, 
Adam Brubacher, Dechert.
DEC. 5 
• Woolwich 1 Burlington 1
Goals: Dechert.
Assists: White, Ament.

PEEWEE AE
NOV.17
• Woolwich 5 Milton 5
Goals: Jordan Moore (4), 
Blake Cabeldu.
Assists: Stephen Kardasz, 
Jaeden Shoemaker, 
William Frank, Alex David.
NOV. 18
• Hespeler 3 Woolwich 0
NOV. 26
• Acton 7 Woolwich 1 
Goal: Kadison Hipel.
Assists: Shoemaker, 
David.
NOV. 28
• Woolwich 2 Erin 1
Goals: Cabeldu, Mathew 
Halter. 
Assists: Kardasz, 
Shoemaker, Hipel.

PEEWEE LL
DEC. 2
• Woolwich (3) 6 Embro 6
Goals: Jordan Moore (3), 
Dalton Wojcik (2), Bradley 
Thomas.
Assists: Connor Venier, 
Thomas, Quinton Hunter 
Rhodes.
• Woolwich (2) 3 Ayr (2) 0
Goals: Kayla Wilging 3. 

Assists: Sam Maier, Ben 
Meyer.
Shutout: Tyler Mayberry.
DEC. 3
• Woolwich (2) 1 
Woolwich (1) 0
Woolwich 2 goals: 
Aaron Hofer.
Woolwich 2 assists: 
David Day, Wendel Yantha.
Woolwich 2 shutout: 
Aidan Stewart.
• Woolwich (3) 6 
Woolwich (1) 1
Woolwich 3 goals: 
Moore 5, Matt Schwindt.
Woolwich 3 assists: 
Sebastien Huber (3), AJ 
Priester, Venier.
Woolwich 1 goals: 
unavailable.

MINOR PEEWEE A 
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 4 Oakville 1
Goals: Evan Buehler, 
Kyle Bauman, McKinley 
Ceaser (2).
Assists: Eric VanGerwen 
(2), Matthew Townsend 
(2), Kaitlin Doering, 
Mackenzie Martin, Adam 
Brubacher, Mitch Kernick.
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 7 Hespeler 2
Goals: Bueler, Brubacker, 
Doering, Ceaser (2), 
Matthew Schieck (2).
Assists: Townsend 
(4), Ceasar (2), Martin, 
VanGerwen (3), Buehler, 
Jake Moggy, Chad 
Bauman.
NOV. 30
• Woolwich 2 Burlington 1
Goals: Ceaser, Buehler.
Assists: Buehler, 
Townsend. 

BANTAM AE
NOV. 30
• Woolwich 4 Milton 2
Goals: Brandon 
Brubacher, Devin Church, 
Brady Scott, Brent Kron.
Assists: John Griffiths 

(2), Ben Zaniewski, 
Zack Barriage, Christian 
Calenda, Brubacher.
DEC. 1
• Woolwich 2 Tavistock 1
Goals: Brandon Lamers, 
Scott.
Assists: Jordan Mills, 
Griffiths, Calenda.
DEC. 2
• Woolwich 3 Belle River 2
Goals: Tyler 
Schwartzentruber, 
Calenda, Mills.
Assists: Griffiths, Scott 
Young (2), Church.
DEC. 3
Tillsonburg 1 Woolwich 0

BANTAM B
NOV. 29
• Twin Centre Rep 
Hericanes 1 Woolwich 0
Goals: Emily Erb.
Assists: Hannah Boehm.

MINOR BANTAM A
NOV 27
• Burlington 2 Woolwich  
0    
NOV. 30 
• Orangeville 3 Woolwich 
1 
Goals: Kyle Coulter.
Assisted: Brandon 
Nickel, Alex Albrecht.
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 3 Brampton 2 
Goals: Dylan Wagner, 
Kyle Coulter, Nickel. 
Assists: Patrick Griffiths, 
Jordan Good, Albrecht, 
Nickel
 

BANTAM LL
NOV. 25  
• Tavistock 3 Woolwich 0   
DEC. 2
• Ayr 2 Woolwich 1   
Goals: Shawn Patten.
Assists: Jacob Hipel, Joey 
Primeau.
DEC. 3
• Woolwich (2) 1 
Woolwich (1) 0   
Woolwich (2) goals: 

Aaron Hoffer.
Woolwich (2) assists: 
David Day.
• Woolwich Wild 2 
Waterloo Ravens (3) 2
Goals: Lisa Ashworth, 
Heather Lorenz.
Assists: Carly Ellis.

MIDGET C
DEC. 1
• Twin Centre Rep 
Hericanes 9 Cambridge 0 
Goals: Steph Baril, 
Courtney Bisch, Contessa 
Brenner (2), Melanie 
Freeman, Kendra Schnurr 
(3), Kirstie Taves.
Assists: Bisch, Emma 
Greer, Kaitlyn Jantzi (2).
Shutout: Karen Eby.
DEC. 3
• Twin Centre Rep 
Hericanes 4 Haldimand 1
Goals: Baril, Bisch, 
Freeman, Greer.
Assists: Brenner, 
Freeman, Greer. 
DEC. 5
• Twin Centre Rep 
Hericanes 9 Milverton 0
Goals: Brenner, Greer 
(3), Sarah Miltenburg, 
Kendra Schnurr (3), Hailey 
Thorne.
Assists: Rachel Ferrede, 
Bisch, Freeman (2), Jantzi 
(2), Melissa Kaleta, 
Miltenburg, Brittany 
Straus, Thorne (3).
Shutout: Eby.

MIDGET LL
DEC. 3
• Twin Centre Hericanes 
10 Waterloo Ravens (3) 0
Goals: Stacey Frey, Sarah 
Van Allen (2), Jenna 
Voisin, Holly Ogram (3), 
Carling Cisecki (2), Katelyn 
Bearinger.
Assists: Jenna Voisin, 
Meggy McTavish, Van 
Allen, Beth Brubacher, 
Ogram, Kaytlin Uberig (2), 
Cisecki (2), Shelby Smit.

Shutout: Hilary Neeb.

MINOR MIDGET A
NOV. 30
• Woolwich 7 Burlington 4
Goals: Steve Clement, 
Chris Martin, Luke Shantz, 
Caleb Redekop (2) Ben 
Ahier.
Assists: Ahier, Redekop, 
Kurtis Van Workhoven 
(2), Alex Dunn (2), Brent 
Goetz, Kevin Howorth.
DEC. 2
• Woolwich 2 Oakville 2
Goals: Rob Hinschberger, 
Nick Roth.
Assists: Shantz, Mark 
Fackoury, Nathan 
VanGerwen, Rob 
Hinschberger.
Woolwich Wildcats
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 7 Brampton 1
Goals: Ahier, Martin, 
Roth, Fackoury, Shantz (2), 
Hinschberger.
Assists: Martin, 
VanGerwen, Goetz, 
Fackoury, Hinschberger (3), 
Clement, Redekop, Kevin 
Howorth (3), Shantz.

MIDGET AE
DEC. 4
• Brantford 7 Woolwich 3
Goals: Blake Boucher, 
Ryan Mann, Jacob 
Kalenderian.
Assists: Ben Martin, 
Mark Paisley, Cory Martin. 
DEC. 5
• Ancaster 5 Woolwich 3
Goals: Corey Martin, 
Boucher, Robbie Martin.
Assists: Dave Trimble, 
Robbie Martin, Corey 
Martin

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE

BELLE 
NOV. 29
• Woolwich (1) 6 
Woolwich (2) 3
Woolwich 1 goals: 

Vicki Wannamaker (2), 
Jill Wannamaker, Barb 
Huegle, Kaila Kutchaw, 
Michelle Conlon.
Woolwich 1 assists: J. 
Wannamaker (2), Kristen 
Kent.
Woolwich 2 goals: 
Megan Lee (2), Gillian 
Primeau.
Woolwich 2 assists: 
Tabatha Horst (2), Shawna 
Leigh, Rachelle Ament, 
Melanie Horst.
MITCHELL RINGETTE 

TOURNAMENT 
DEC 1-3 
• Woolwich (1) 4 Mitchell 
3
Goals: Sloane Spruyt (2), 
Jill Wannamaker, Kaila 
Kutchaw.
Assists: Kristen Kent, Jess 
Conlon, Barb Huegle, Vicki 
Wannamaker, Michelle 
Conlon.
• Stratford 4 Woolwich 
(1) 3 
Goals: M. Conlon (2), 
Barb Huegle.
Assists: Jess Conlon, 
Spruyt, V. Wannamaker, J. 
Wannamaker.
• Woolwich 6 Waterloo 0
Goals: Kutchaw 
(2), M. Conlon (2), V. 
Wannamaker, Spruyt.
Assists: J. Wannamaker 
(2), J. Conlon, V. 
Wannamaker, M. Conlon, 
Kutchaw, Spruyt, Caroline 
Strenzke.
Shutout: Alyssa Huegle.

GOLD MEDAL FINAL
• Woolwich 2 Sunderland 
1
Goals: J. Wannamaker 
(2).
Assists: J. Conlon, Gillian 
Primeau.
 

jUNIOR 
NOV. 29
• Kitchener 4 Woolwich 2 
Goals: Amanda Poole (2).
Assists: Kelly Barnes.

We’re expecting: celebrating a real Christmas miracle
The other day I was 

sitting all alone 
making a mental list 

of things required for the 
upcoming ice fishing sea-
son, when my wife walked 
into my ice hut and asked 
if she could speak to me. 

“Sure,” I said as I sorted 
jigging spoons, and tried 
to concoct several ge-
neric alibis and excuses 
for whatever it was that I 
was getting blamed for.

“I want you to sit down,” 
she said.

I immediately stood 
up and stepped towards 
the exit. “What is it?” I 
asked.

“Well, I’ve got a little 
announcement to make,” 
she smiled nervously.

“You mean?”
“Yes,” she answered, 

while staring deep into 
my eyes.

“Oh, that’s wonderful,” I 
replied, “When?”

“I figure it will happen 
some time in mid-May,” 
she answered. She was 
positively radiant.

Now, I’m not prone to 
tears or shows of sen-
timentality, unless of 
course, I catch, a big bass 
or make a great shot in 
front of credible witness-
es, but this time it was 
different. My eyes got all 
misty. I had wanted this 
for quite a long time. 

“It was right after we 
went to the Ducks Unlim-
ited dinner wasn’t it?”

“Yes,” she answered. 
“Are we doing the right 
thing though? I’m not 
exactly a young woman 

anymore.”
“Nonsense,” I lied, 

“you’re fit and healthy, 
and it will have a good 
home here. I’ll be right 
there beside you.”

After that, I was at a loss 
for words. We had talked 
about this several times 
during recent candlelit 
dinners and while gut-
ting deer or filleting fish, 
but I never thought I’d ac-
tually see another one in 
this house until the kids 
starting having them. I 
really thought those days 
were over. But here it 
was, by late spring, if all 

went well, my wife would 
have a brand new hunt-
ing license.

Immediately, I called 
all my buddies and re-
ported the good news. 
“I’m proud to announce 
that this year, there will 
be another deer tag to 
take care of in the Galea 
household. Carol has fi-
nally decided to get her 
hunting license!” 

We immediately planned 
a stag party for her.

I can’t tell you how 
thrilled I am. Now my 
deer tag will have some-
one to play with. And, 

if my wife really enjoys 
it, she might even turn 
her vast shopping skills 
to good rather than evil. 
We’ll be mail-ordering 
camouflaged gear, fire-
arms, and blaze orange 
together. I just know that 
this will bring us closer.

Nor will the duck blind 
be such a lonely place 
anymore. Hey, she’s much 
taller than me, so this 
means, with the right set 
of waders, we’ll be able to 
set the decoys out further 
in the pond. This can only 
be good for a relationship.

Maybe, it’s still early, 
but I’m preparing a new 
room this weekend. I’m 
going to paint it olive 
green, trimmed with a 
border showing really 
nice bucks. When our 

new arrival gets here, 
we’ll be ready.

Yes, I know that some-
times new additions are 
the causes of divorce. 
But only if your wife is a 
much better wingshot or 
fills your tag regularly. 
We already had that talk 
and we promised each 
other that we wouldn’t let 
that happen. We love each 
other too much for her to 
be a better shot.

“We’ll need a new freez-
er you know,” she said 
just last night at bedtime. 
“Something that can take 
care of both of them.”

I nodded happily.
“By the way, I have 

this craving for venison 
jerky,” she muttered.

 Talk about a Christmas 
miracle.
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putting a wrap on christmas

ELMIRA:         6805 Line 86 West (corner of Floradale Rd.)
519-669-1561 / 1-800-665-1561
  VISIT US AT www.stoltzsales.comSTOLTZTOLTZS SALES & SERVICE

®2006 CASE CORPORATION
Visit us on the World Wide Web at www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case Corporation

GREAT DEALS ON
A WIDE SELECTION 
OF TOYS FOR
KIDS OF ALL AGES!

BRING A SMILE TO THEIR 
FACES THIS CHRISTMAS

BRING A SMILE TO THEIR 
FACES THIS CHRISTMAS

Offer ends Dec. 31st, 2006. Available to residential customers, where access and line of sight permit. Valid photo ID and pre-authorization on a credit card are required to activate a
system. 1Available with the purchase of a 3150 system (refurbished) on a min. 2-yr agreement with a min. monthly programming spend of $47 in English or $42 in French. Net
price based on SRP of $149 less $49 in-store price rebate and $100 credit to be applied on account after activation before taxes; allow 6 to 8 weeks. 2Covers the installation of both
receivers; not available everywhere. Details at bell.ca/installationincluded. The Break-Up © 2006 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved. ExpressVu and Vu! & Design are trade-marks
of Bell ExpressVu, L.P.

KITCHENER
800 Victoria St. N. Unit 2
519 579-2252  

WATERLOO
94 Bridgeport Rd E
519 725-2570 

Available at:

ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON
N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

SEE US FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF CLOTHING, HATS & TOYS
• WITH FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU •

OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON
L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 N.
Listowel, ON
N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

MOUNT FOREST
Rural Route #3
Mt. Forest, ON
N0G 2L0
519-323-1340
1-800-901-8312

SHELBURNE
732 Steeles St.
Shelburne, ON
L0N 1S4
519-925-1481
1-866-925-2944

SHOP ONLINE AT: www.elmirafarmservice.com

BATTERY OPERATED GATOR
WITH ROLL CAGE

DREAMING OF A 
GREEN CHRISTMAS?
DREAMING OF A

GREEN CHRISTMAS?
DREAMING OF A

GREEN CHRISTMAS?

     1:16 420 
WITH DISK

     1:32
9860STS

US COMBINE

NEWTOYS
STARTING
AS LOW AS

Plus

$199$199

Give the gift that soars above the rest: 
half an hour at the controls of a brand new 

aircraft with a qualified flight instructor.

(Incl. GST)

www.nationalflyers.on.ca

NatioNal Flyers academy

Phone: 519-648-3797

Region of Waterloo 
International Airport

Sight
Seeing
Flights

Great gift idea 
for the ‘hard to 
buy for’ person!

Introductory
Flights or

Sight-Seeing
Tours!

Located at the Region of Waterloo Airport

TO BOOK YOUR FLIGHT CALL:

1.877.648.3732
www.greatlakeshelicopter.ca

Sight
Seeing
Flights

Gift
Certificates
starting at

$150.00

Christmas
Gift Ideas!

AND ELDALE DINING LOUNGE

Phone 519-669-1652 www.elmiragolfclub.com

2007 GOLF MEMBERSHIPS
CALL FOR DETAILS

GOLF SHOP OPENGOLF SHOP OPEN

• Gift Cards Available
• Green Fee Packages
• Great Golf Gift Ideas

• Gift Cards Available
• Green Fee Packages
• Great Golf Gift Ideas

Wed.-Fri. 10-6, Sat.-Sun. 9-4 (Until Dec. 23)

This Cub Packs  
A Big Bite.

With six models to choose from, you can count on your Cub Cadet
Dealer to help you select the right one for you! We guarantee;

Professional advice.   Expert product knowledge.
A fully-assembled, fully-serviced and ready-to-go Snow Blower.

...Cub Cadet will chew up and
spit out whatever winter brings.

MARTIN ’S  SMALL  ENGINES LTD.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-2; Closed Sun.519-669-2884

00%
Financing
o.a.c. 12 months
(See dealer for details)



CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  519-669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$12.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word
Extra Words (Business ).........30¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

519-669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone 519-669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax 519-669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 519-669-5790 

EXT 104 FOR QUOTE 

ON ALL DISPLAY 

ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Experience Christmas Gift Shopping in the Country! 
Fresh Cut or U Cut Trees, Wreaths, Hanging Baskets.

BENJAMIN TREE FARM
AND GIFT SHOP

BENJAMIN TREE FARM AND GIFT SHOP
4 km from Weber St. N., on Benjamin Rd., WATERLOO

OPEN DAILY 9-8       519-699-5000

1787 Greenhouse Road, Just Off Kitchener 
Guelph #7 Hwy. 1 Mile East of Breslau 

Visit us at www.grobenursery.com 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK! 

Nursery Quality at Supermarket Prices! 

• FRASER FIR 
• BALSAM FIR 
• SCOTCH PINE 
• WHITE PINE 

Over 1,000
Beautiful Trees 

INDOORS

Poinsettias 

All Indoors! Over 15,000 sq. ft. 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
COUNTRY 

Fresh Cut 
TREES 9 99 

FROM ONLY 

3 88
Trees from 
3 ft to 11 ft 

• Plants in 7 colours 
• 4 1/2", 6", 8" & 10" pots FROM

CHRISTMAS
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

E Y E W A S H M A M B O L I P
T E R E N C E A M I R M A K O
C A N N O O C U L I A B E L

R E S E W M A S O N R Y B Y
Q C A L I B R E G A S B A G
A P P A L C R O R E S T E N O
T A E L R H E O S T A T A N
A R A P A H O N E G E S T
R A R E B I R D P R U R I E N T

L L A N O G N E S T L E R
A M N E U R I T I S T I T O
N A I A D S A B O T R E C T O
O C T R O I M I D Y E A R P
M A E N G L A N D N I S A N
A Q U A L E D G Y U S P O I
L U L L O V A L A R I D E S T
Y E T L O O N Y S E N O R E S

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP SOLUTION

Check out the WORDUP
online in an interactive format at 

www.woolwichobserver.com

Client Service Representative 
Casual, Elmira Branch

We’re currently looking for a committed, customer-
focused individual to join us on a part-time basis. 
This role is an entry level career opportunity in a 
highly visible client service oriented position within 
the Elmira Branch. 
 This role will be attractive to individuals who have 
flexibility to work on short notice in a variety of area 
branch locations. Individuals who are successful in 
this role are extremely client service oriented and 
want to make a difference within their communities by 
putting the strength of RBC to work for our clients. 
 RBC offers a competitive hourly rate of pay. Gain 
exposure to a variety of RBC clients and branches 
and earn the opportunity to explore other work 
arrangements and positions within RBC.
 Simply visit www.rbc.com/careers to post your 
application.

2 FULL TIME TRUCK DRIVERS NEEDED

1 AZ DRIVER
1 DZ DRIVER

Approximately 50 hours / week. Must be physically 
fit - some heavy lifting involved. Competitive 
wages and benefit package. 

1 Part-time DZ Driver required - Mon - Fri 
2-8 pm with some Saturday work a possibility. 
Wages negotiable based on experience.

Previous applicants need not apply. 
Contact Tom or Mark at

Jones Feed Mills Ltd., 519-698-2082

  Jones Feed Mills Ltd. 

* Machine Shop, Welding & Metal Fab Equipment *
Bankruptcy

AUCTION

Sat. Dec. 16th  9:30 am
Fabricating & WELDING Equipment => Gas/Diesel Port Welders

Kingsland 125T Ironworker • 5+ Mig Welders • Plasma Cutter
Mag Base Drill • Welding Tables • 4+ Torch Sets

Powermatic Drill • HydMech S20 Bandsaw
7 1/2 hp DeVilbiss Compressor • Bridgeport & Excello Mill’s

18x42 Metal Lathe • 20x96 Metal Lathe • Tap & Dies
Belt Grinder • Hand Bender & Notcher • Airless Sprayer

Hyd Hose Fittings • Steel, Nuts & Bolts Inventory
Ladders • Bessey Clamps • Abr Saw • Hammer Drills

Bench & Port Grinders • HD & Cordless Drills
Office Equip • Yale Propane Yard Forklift • 3 Ton Jib Crane
5T Bridge Crane (52’ x 37’) • Chain Hoists & Come-a-longs

A. Martin Custom Arc Ltd.,
1036 Industrial Cres., St. Clements

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca          519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday, Dec. 15th, 2006 - 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
 TERMS: $500 Cash Deposit on Each Major Item, or as announced

5100 FOUNTAIN ST, N., BRESLAU, Ontario

to be held ON SITE at

NO BuyEr’S PrEMIuM !! PArTIAL LIST ONLy!!

AUCTION AUCTION

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

HELP WANTED

Inside Sales - A local  Elmi-
ra business is looking for an 
outgoing, well  organized in-
dividual to  take on a full-time 
junior  sales position. Must 
be  comfortable selling on  
the telephone with  some 
visits to clients.  Excellent 
time management, atten-
tion to detail  and a strong 
desire to  achieve goals is 
essential. Previous sales 
experience an asset.  Hours 
of work are 9  a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Mon. -  Fri. Compensation to  
be discussed. Please  send 
resume to: Box  800, 20-B 
Arthur St. N.,  Elmira, ON., 
N3B 1Z9. 

Classic Hair Design  look-
ing for established  hair-
stylists, full or part  time for 
busy hair salon.  Friendly 
atmosphere,  competitive 
wages,  f lexible hours. 
Cal l   519 - 669 -1977, or 
drop  off resume at 6 Ar-
thur  St. N., Elmira (above  
Elmira IGA).

New Orleans Pizza  has 
openings for team  members 
at its location  in St. Cle-
ments. Must  be mature and 
possess  good communica-
tion  skills. Great working  
environment. Apply in  per-
son to New Orleans  Pizza, 
3650 Lobsinger  Line in St. 
Clements.

Home Safety Detectives to 
educate, inspect and install 
security and fire warning 
systems in homes. Custom-
er service/sales  experience 
helpful. Will  train. Please 
send resume to  info@se-
curesense.ca

Homeworkers Needed!! 
To assemble products, 
stuffing envelopes,  mail-
ing/processing circulars, 
PC/Clerical work  avail-
able. Up to  $1,500/week, 
no exper ience needed! 
Free information at  www.
CanadianWorkFromHome.com, 
reference 3-124.

Part Time help beginning 
Jan. 2/07 - our  broiler hatch-
ing egg  operation has a po-
sition for a mature,  healthy 
individual seeking agricul-
ture employment (process-
ing eggs  and cleaning du-
ties).  Hours Mon. - Fri. 8 
a.m.  - 12 (noon). Please 
fax  resume with references  
to 519-638-7744.

BUSINESS  
OPPORTUNITIES
Automotive Retail  Fran-
chise - Perfect for  Car/
Truck fanatics!  Make your 
passion  your career!  Mar-
keting/support provided. 
Investment required. 416-
931-1950.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several  
thousand yards of new  
Stainmaster and 100%  
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and  hall for 
$389. Prices include carpet, 
pad and  installation. 30 
sq. yrds.  Call Steve  519-
576-7387.

Christmas Baking.  Pies, 
cookies and  squares. Or-
ders taken  up until Decem-
ber 15.  519-669-1263.

Fisher Pr ice Wooden 
crib, excellent condition, 
includes mattress, toddler 
bed rail. $100. Call 519-
669-3833.

Christmas Gift Baskets 
for sale. Receive  free gifts 
each sale. 104  Bonnie 
Crs., Unit 3,  Elmira. 519-
669-0834.

Give the Gift of Music  this 
Christmas! Guitar &  Bass 
Lessons, Musical  Instru-
ments & Accessories. Gift 
Certificates  available. Call 
519  -669-5885.

Mattress Sets - All  Sizes! 
Look around  then come 
and get the  best for less. 
Also,  housewares, foot-
wear,  skates, linens, toys,  
baby items, books,  CD’s, 
movies & more.  The Nearly 
New Centre, 5116 Ament 
Line,  Linwood, formerly 
Millbank. Tues - Fri. 10-5;  
Saturday 9-3.  519-698-
0088.

Starcaster By Fender  
electric guitar, amp and  
stand. 1  year old, excel-
lent condition. $275.  519-
669-1967.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Free - Floor model t.v.  Old-
er model but works good. 
519-669-3740.

Hammer Dril l , 12 inch  
B&D, heavy duty, double 
insulated, 5.2 amps.  $25. 
519-669-2617.

Jogging Stroller -  Safety 
First. $50.  519-669-1107.

Portable Dishwasher  for 
sale. Hard counter  top. $50.  
519-638-5928.

Tires KIA -  P175/65R14 
on aluminum rims. 3 @ $40  
each. 519-669-8987.

PETS

Give Your Dog a holiday in 
newly renovated  boarding 
kennel. Reasonable rates. 
Lots of  Love On Four Paws,  
Drayton.  (519)638-3698.

HORSES

Haflinger Gelding - 7  years 
old, 14.3 hands.  Up to date 
on shots,  friendly and rides 
well.  $2800. For more infor-
mation call  519-669-1967.

WANTED

Urgent - Want to buy  Mag-
net cream separator. Call  
collect  1-905-827-9041.

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 Jeep “TJ” Sport.  
4.0L 6 cyl., 5-spd.  AM/FM 
CD, alum.  wheels, dual 
tops,  black, only 24,075 
kms.  $22,900. Voisin Chrys-
ler 519- 669-2831.

2005 Dodge Dakota  Quad 
4X4 SLT. 4.7L,  auto, loaded 
including  alum. wheels, box  
liner,silver. 34,000 kms.  
$24,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2005 Dodge Gr. Cara-
van. Stow N Go, loaded, 
pseat, alum.  wheels, dual 
A/C, silver, only 34,230 kms,  
$20,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2006 Jeep Gr. Cherokee 
Laredo. 3.7L 6 cyl.,  fully 
loaded incl. leather, sun-
roof. “Must see”,  white, only 
17,500 kms,  $31,900. Voisin 
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2006 PT Cruiser - 4  cyl., 
auto, air, alum.  wheels, 
loaded, silver,  34,500 kms, 
$18,900.  Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apartment  in 
very quiet 6-plex.  Close to 
downtown.  Heat included.   
519-669-8732.

Country House - St.  Ag-
atha, Jan. 1, 2007,  with 
yard. Call for info  519-656-
3059.

Country Living - 2+  bed-
room apartment  available in 
country  home. 2 entrances,  
wooden patio out back.  No 
smoking, 5 min.  from St. 
Jacobs near  expressway. 
Immediate. $1050, utilities 
included. 519-664-0024.

Newly Renovated 1 &  2 
bedroom apartments.  Avail-
able for rent as of  January 
1, 2007 at “The  Regency, 
1215 Queens  Bush Road, 
Wellesley.  Heating includ-
ed. Call  519-745-7495 to 
arrange viewing.

One Bedroom Apartment 
available immediately. Up-
per floor, separate entrance. 
Includes parking and  heat-
ing. No pets.  $585/mth. 
Phone  519-669-8101 or  
519-741-7405.

Outdoor Storage Unit  for 
rent. 960 sq. ft.  $400.00 + 
gst per  month. Easy access,  
ideal for contractor etc.  For 
further information  call Lee 
at  519-725-2644 or  1-888-
843-9929.

HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS

Confidence In Labor  and 
Delivery Workshop. Why be-
ing confident and relaxed is 
so  important, and how you  
can achieve a positive  birth 
experience! January 13, 
2007 at 1 p.m.  Wellesley, 
ON. Cost  $25/couple. Con-
tact  Erin to register  519-
656-3292 or email  transition-
sdoulaservice@yahoo .ca

Christmas
Artisan Sale

Featuring beautiful 
handmade pottery, 

stained glass, 
organic soap and 
body care, odkins, 

jewellery, and more!

Saturday, Dec. 9 
& Sunday, Dec. 10 

10 am - 5 pm
10 Riverside Dr. W. 

Elmira
519-669-3408 20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 

ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: 519-669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: 519-669-5753

www.woolwichobserver.com

Anniversaries • Weddings • Stag & Does 
Births • Birthdays • Graduations • In Memoriams

If it’s important to your family,
 share it with your community.

Call 519-669-5790 for more information
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t See MORE page 28

ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN

- SIDING
- SOFFIT & FACIA
- EAVESTROUGH
- REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS & DOORS

519-669-1727

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incidents taken directly 
from reports supplied by the Waterloo Region Police Service. Woolwich 
Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained 
within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN                If you see crime happening call your local police detachment.       Emergency 9-1-1  Elmira 519-570-3000

AUTOMOTIVECOMPUTER REPAIR

SELF STORAGE

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

519-669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira 519-669-8309
Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira • 519-669-5551

Reality Bytes

Elmira’s 
LARGEST
selection of 
major brand
computers

Come see our 
showroom at:

COMPUTERS 

LAPTOPS

MONITORS 

and SERVICE

CONCRETE

T: 519•580•3434

DIAMOND
FORMING
DIAMOND
FORMING

• house walls (9’ available)
• farm walls
• retaining walls
• manure tanks
• crane rental service

F: 519•699•5446

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS 
OF GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE!

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

• Safety 
   Inspections
• Annual Truck
   Inspections
• Auto 
   Appraisals

• 4x4 & SUV 
   Service &
   Repairs

QUALITY SERVICE 
AND REPAIRS OF 

MOST CARS, VANS, 
PICK-UPS & SUVS

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  d o  r E S i d E n t i a L W o r k !

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General ConTraCTinG
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

E L M I R A

PHOTO
519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMING

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

G&H
ROOFING

ROOFING | REPAIRS | REFERRALS

H
Insured 

Free Estimates 
Best Rates

519-575-6922
Call and leave a message.

ROOFING

TheGoldsmith

28 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519.669.4600

Jewellry Repairs
Custom Work • Free Estimates

JEWELLRY REPAIRS

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products
Fast, Friendly Service
Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com

SALT DYNAMIC BALANCING ELECTROLYSIS

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237
Laser Technologist / Certified Electrologist

UNDER 
ONE 

ROOF!

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

November 29
10:25 AM A grounds 

manager from the Elmira 
Golf Club contacted police 
to report that at some point 
in the previous 48 hours an 
equipment shed had been 
broken into and a number 
of tools had been stolen. 
Among those tools were 
a Stihl chainsaw, an Echo 
chainsaw, a Stihl pole saw 
and a Stihl hedge trimmer 
attachment. The total esti-
mated value of the stolen 
tools is $3,000. There are 
no suspects.
2:58 PM Police respond-

ed along with the St. Ja-
cobs Fire Department to 
a call on King Street just 
north of Sawmill Road. 

A tractor hauling farm 
equipment pulled down 
a number of overhead 
cables and electrical 
wires. The roadway was 
subsequently closed while 
Hydro crews secured and 
made the area safe for 
passage. The process took 
approximately one hour.
5:05 PM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
two-vehicle collision in 
Elmira. A Kitchener wom-
an southbound on Union 
Street pulled away from a 
stop sign onto South Field 
Drive, subsequently collid-
ing with an eastbound car 
being driven by an Elmira 
woman. Both vehicles suf-
fered significant damage, 

but there were no major 
injuries. The Kitchener 
woman was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic on 
through highway.’

November 30
4:49 AM Police were 

called to a coffee shop 
on King Street in St. Ja-
cobs where a woman 
from Guelph was alleg-
edly causing trouble. The 
woman was subsequently 
found to be in posses-
sion of a small quantity 
of marijuana. Inebriated, 
she was also found to be 
breaching the terms of 
her probation. She was 
charged with one count 
under the Drug and Con-

trolled Substance Act, as 
well as breach of proba-
tion. The Guelph resident 
was then held for a show-
cause hearing.
8:00 AM A student from 

EDSS was found to be 
in possession of a small 
quantity of marijuana. 
The drugs were seized 
and destroyed, and the 
student was issued an of-
ficial warning and tracked 
under the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act.
10:45 AM Police were 

called to a business on 
Oriole Parkway in Elmira. A 
long distance truck driver 
had returned from a trip 
to find that his personal 
pickup truck had been the 
subject of an attempted 

theft. The rear window had 
been forced open and the 
ignition had been ripped. 
There are no suspects.
12:25 PM Police were 

called to a residence at 
Barnswallow Drive in 
Elmira. At some time be-
tween 10 a.m. and noon, a 
side door had been forced 
open and a quantity of 
jewelry was stolen. There 
are no suspects.
1:47 PM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
single motor-vehicle col-
lision in the area of Park 
Street in St. Clements. A St. 
Clements man had been 
driving eastbound on Park 
Street when he lost control 
and slid off the roadway, 

skidding and crashing into 
a tree. There were no inju-
ries. The vehicle was pretty 
much demolished and the 
man was charged with 
‘careless driving.’
2:21 PM Police were 

called to the scene of two-
vehicle collision at South 
Field Drive and Union 
Street in Elmira. The driver 
of the first vehicle had 
been driving southbound 
on Union Street when he 
approached a stop sign 
and stopped. A second 
vehicle was travelling 
eastbound on Southfield, 
and was already in the 
intersection, when the 
first vehicle crashed into 
it. Both vehicles incurred 

a significant amount of 
damage although there 
were no major injuries. 
As a result of the police 
investigation, a Glen Al-
lan man was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic on 
through highway.’

December 1
12:39 PM As a result of 

a traffic stop on Katherine 
Street in Woolwich Town-
ship an area resident was 
charged with ‘improper 
validation tag as well as 
no insurance. The driver’s 
vehicle was seized.
2:56 PM Police were 

called to the residential 
area of 1800 Sawmill Road 
in Woolwich Township. A 

house under construction 
was entered and a gaso-
line-powered generator 
valued at $1,000 was sto-
len. There are no suspects.
10:02 PM The driver of 

a transport truck travel-
ling northbound on Ar-
thur Street in Elmira was 
charged with ‘fail to re-
port damage on highway’ 
after he lost control of his 
truck and the trailer jack-
knifed and swung over, 
hitting a hydro pole in the 
process. An independent 
witness had seen the Eto-
bicoke male driver leave 
the scene after damaging 
the pole and contacted 
police to report the inci-
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SHARPENING

See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537

STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

SCRAP WANTED

Celebrating over 30 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WE WANT 
YOUR SCRAP 

VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow 

it or TELL US 
WHERE IT IS...
We want your 
scrap car, van 

or truck.

FREE TOW!
TOP PRICES

PAID!
Call Chris at Paleshi
519-669-1666

CARPET CARE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36

37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65

66 67

68 69 70 71 72 73

74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83

84 85 86

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

©2006 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES
• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

519-669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 
      and Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Dinner & a Movie
New Orleans Pizza & a
Movie Rental at Lazer Video
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

Night on the Town
Crossroads Restaurant &
Movie at Galaxy Cinemas
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Call for 
details

Call for 
details

36 Hampton St., Elmira

19 years 
experience

519-669-2251
interior/exterior painting • wallpapering & repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

MILLIGAN
-SEPTIC-

519-634-8112
1-866-734-8112

Septic & Holding Tank Pumping
Competitive Rates • Quick Service 

 Commercial & Residential 
Portable Toilet Rentals

SEPTIC SERVICE

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202/519-778-6104
FAX: 519- 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

GLASS INSTALLATION

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

Ortlieb 
Crane
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

CRANE RENTALS

Children’s Functions
Commercial Functions

Private Functions
All donations to

Children’s Wish Foundation

SANTA FOR HIRE

Call Doug 
or Tracy

519-669-4888

SANTA

SIGNS AND SCREEN PRINTING

RENOVATIONS

Ben White 
Renovations

Bloomingdale, ON

“Your Old Home Specialist”

(519) 670-5289Cell:

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

ACCOUNTING

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS & SOLE PROPRIETORS, PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003
20A Arthur St. N. 

Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Across  
1. Get 
7. Acquire 
10. Male organ of 
copulation 
15. Magical 
proclamation 
16. Ribonucleric Acid 
(accro.) 
17. Chrysler vehicle 
18. Urinate 
19. Expresses position 
20. Learning 
experiences 
24. Belonging to you 
25. Bulgarian 
equivalent of dollars 
27. A republic on the 
west coast of Africa 
28. Opposite of stop 
29. Capital of the 
country of Georgia 
32. Outranks a general 
35. Withdraws from an 
organization 
36. Epoch marched by 
the evolution of grazing 
mammals 
37. Arch of the foot 
38. Division of a leaf 
39. Move very fast 
41. Coordinate 
46. Possessive form 
of “it” 
47. Have the quality of 
being 
49. Implement to steer 
a boat 
50. In the direction of 
51. Storage container 
52. Noisy riotous fight 

(two words) 
56. “Do it, or 
___” - suggesting a 
consequence 
57. Do away with (two 
words) 
58. Fierce 
61. Inundated 
64. Envelopes of strong 
paper with light brown 
finish 
66. Medium for radio 
broadcasting 
67. Spanish mayor 
68. Opposite of out 
69. Wish harm upon 
71. Those who have 
experienced war 
72. Consumed food 
74. Considered 
individually 
78. The thing named or 
in question 
79. Keeping 
information to yourself 
80. ___ and drinks 
81. Formal address for 
a man 
82. Small dressing tent 
by the sea 
84. Solid carbon 
dioxide used to make 
fake smoke (two words) 
85. Run this at a bar 
86. Large structures 
for open-air sports and 
performances 
 
Down  
1. Opposite of support 
2. Boil and ferment 

3. Often said with 
‘tiniest’ 
4. At the same time that 
5. Typeface with letters 
slanted up and to the 
right 
6. A short message 
7. Impervious to oil 
8. Conclusion 
9. Tight 
11. Black tropical 
American cuckoo 
12. Fifth sign of the 
zodiac 
13. Fruit-bearing 
Australian tree 
14. Where the foot rests 
inside a shoe 
21. Colloquialism for 
an advocate of Marxism 
22. Opposite of for 
23. Ontario’s capital 
26. Visible portion of 
television transmission 
30. To alter from 
straight to curved 
31. Verb to be 
33. Mark left by 
healing 
34. 5th letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet 
38. ‘Turn out’ is 
an example of this 
grammatical term (two 
words) 
39. Brother or sister 
40. Parent Teacher 
Association (abbrev) 
42. Small, low island of 
coral and sand 
43. Fit and worthy 

sailor (two words) 
44. “___ better to have 
loved and lost...” 
45. Between northeast 
and east 
47. Surveying 
instrument 
48. Removal, usually 
by air, of injured people 
53. Archaic, to trust or 
believe 
54. Small gnawing 
animal 
55. Spear 
56. Expressing 
surprise (old-fashioned) 
59. Communions given 
on deathbeds 
60. Selected from the 
best (hyphen.) 
61. Joined so the pieces 
are smooth and regular 
62. Straight 
63. Hospital room 
where surgery 
performed 
64. Informal term for 
mother 
65. Swelling from 
excessive accumulation 
of serious fluid in tissue 
(plr) 
70. Central theme of 
literary work 
73. Warm-water fatty 
fish, in a can or as a steak 
75. Infection of the 
eyelid 
76. Unit of pressure 
77. By way of 
83. “To __, or not to __”
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Community Information Page
TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    
FAX: (519) 669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
(519) 575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Wool-
wich passed By-law Number 83-2006 (General Amendment to Zoning By-
law 55-86, as amended) on the 28th day of November, 2006 under Section 
34 of the Planning Act, 1990 as amended.

Any person or agency may appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board in respect 
of the By-law by filing with the Clerk of the Corporation of the Township of 
Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 2, 2007 an appel-
lant form available at www.omb.gov.on.ca or from the municipality.  Only 
individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning By-law 
to the Ontario Municipal Board.  A notice of appeal may not be filed by an 
unincorporated association or group.  However, a notice of appeal may be 
filed in the name of an individual who is a member of the association or the 
group on its behalf.  The cost to appeal a decision to the Ontario Municipal 
Board is $125.00 and a certified cheque or money order made payable to 
the Minister of Finance must be attached to the notice of appeal.

The following is an explanatory note outlining the purpose/effect of the gen-
eral amendments to By-law 55-86, as amended.  A description of the af-
fected property(s), area or zone is provided for each amendment that is 
detailed below and therefore, no location or site map is included in this 
notice.  A copy of the By-law, which provides details of the amendments, is 
available for viewing during this appeal period, in the Engineering and Plan-
ning Services department at the Township Office from Monday to Friday, 
between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm.

Should you have any questions regarding specific details of the By-law, or 
portion thereof, please contact Planning staff at 519-669-8706 or 519-664-
2613 ext. 246 (Jeremy Vink) or 247 (John Scarfone).

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1.0 OFFICIAL PLAN CONFORMITY

1.1  St. Jacobs Core  
Subject Property:  1377, 1381 and 1385 King Street North, St. Jacobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the rear portion of the subject properties (rang-
ing between 8.5 to 13.5 metres) from Residential Medium Density (R-3) 
to Core Commercial (C-1) to conform to the Core Area designation in the 
Official Plan.

1.2.  Stayzer Property 
Subject Property:  1111 Northfield Drive, Conestogo.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the property from Agricultural (A) to Settlement 
Residential (R-1) and modify the existing site-specific provision by deleting 
the permitted agriculture uses and minimum lot requirement to conform to 
the ‘Urban’ designation in the Official Plan.  Future severance for the land 
could proceed for R-1 zoned uses, subject to the owner addressing servic-
ing and MDS requirements.  

1.3.  West Montrose Properties
Subject Properties:  1232, 1238, 1239, 1242, 1245, 1250, 1260 Rivers Edge 
Drive, two unaddressed vacant parcels located on Rivers Edge Drive, one 
property located at 1488 Letson Drive, 39 Tallwood Drive and three proper-
ties at 2, 6 and 10 Covered Bridge Drive, West Montrose.
Purpose/Effect #1:  To rezone the above-noted properties from Agricultural 
(A) to Settlement Residential (R-1) with an “f” suffix to conform to the Urban 
designation and Restricted Area in the Official Plan.  The portion of the 
lands within the “f” suffix area is subject to the Grand River Conservation 
Authority (GRCA) regulations.

Subject Properties:  5 Covered Bridge Drive and 21, 25, 29 and 40 Tallwood 
Drive, West Montrose.
Purpose/Effect #2:  To rezone the rear portion of the above-noted properties 
from Agriculture (A) to R-1 with an “f” suffix to conform to the Urban des-
ignation and Restricted Area in the Official Plan.  The portion of the lands 
within the “f” suffix area is subject to the GRCA regulations.

Subject Properties:  32 and 36 Tallwood Drive, West Montrose.
Purpose/Effect #3:  To rezone a portion of the above-noted properties from 
R-1 to R-1 with an “f” suffix to conform to the Restricted Area in the Official 
Plan.  The portion of the lands within the “f” suffix area is subject to the 
GRCA regulations.

1.4.  Crowsfoot Corners 
Subject Properties:  1410 and 1430 Sawmill Road and 98, 104, 112, 126, 
136, 146, 156 and 166 Grandview Drive and 512 and 520 Katherine Street 
North, Crowsfoot Corners.
Purpose/Effect:  
• To remove the “f” (floodplain) suffix from the properties at 126, 136, 
146, 156 and 166 Grandview Drive and 1410 and 1430 Sawmill Road be-
cause the lands are not within the Restricted Area and are no longer subject 
to the GRCA regulations, 
• To reconfigure the location of the “f” suffix zoning at 1410 and 1430 
Sawmill Road to conform to the Restricted Area in the Official Plan.  The 
portion of the lands within the “f” suffix area is subject to the GRCA regula-
tions.
• To rezone a portion of the properties at 98, 104 and 112 Grandview 
Drive and 512 and 520 Katherine Street North, from R-1 to R-1 with an “f” 
suffix to conform to the Restricted Area in the Official Plan.  The portion of 
the lands within the “f” suffix area is subject to the GRCA regulations.

1.5.  Stemmler, Vegh and Township Properties
Subject Properties:  50 and 54 St. Charles St. E. (Stemmler and Vegh) and 
58 St Charles St. E. (Township Park), in Maryhill.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone two residential properties at 50 St Charles Street 
East (Stemmler) and 54 St Charles Street East (Vegh) from Agricultural (A) 
to R-1 to conform to the Urban designation in the Official Plan and to rezone 
the Township Park from Agricultural (A) to Open Space (O-1) to recognize 
the use of a public park.  A site-specific provision will be added for the Stem-
mler property to recognize the existing lot width of 18 metres.  

1.6.  Loblaws (No Frills) Property 
Subject Property: 232 Arthur Street South, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the property from Core Commercial (C-1) to Ser-
vice Commercial (C-7) with site specific provisions to permit a food store 
and personal services to conform to the ‘Arthur Street Service Commercial 
Policy Area’ in the Official Plan.  The site-specific provisions also modifies 
the C-7 zone regulations to recognize the existing building, structure and 
parking area and will prohibit a building supplies dealer, automotive service 
station, Canadian Tire, the Co-op, and industrial and farm equipment sales 
and service.  

1.7.  Minimum Farm Size for New Farms
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Agricultural (A).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the regulation in the Agricultural (A) zone to in-
crease the minimum lot area of a new farm parcel from 35 hectares to 40 
hectares to conform to the Official Plan.  

1.8.  Doddy Houses 
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Agricultural (A), which are 40 hect-
ares or greater in size.
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Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agricultural (A) zone for farm parcels 40 
hectares or greater in size to permit a “Doddy House” (i.e. an expansion 
to the existing residence that does not have the external appearance of a 
semi-detached) as a second-farm related residence, as permitted in the 
Official Plan.

2.0 AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

2.1.  Reduced Frontage Farms
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone. 
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the general regulations (Section 6) to allow farm 
parcels that are 10 hectares in size or greater and with frontages less than 
30 metres or no frontage at all, to expand their existing farming operation or 
residence, but does not include the construction of a new residence.

2.2.  Accessory Bio-solid Storage 
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone.
Purpose/Effect: To amend the Agricultural (A) zone to include regulations 
for accessory bio-solid storage facilities to address scale, compatibility and 
environmental issues.

2.3.  Existing Sod Farms
Subject Properties:  Existing sod farms in the Agricultural (A) zone.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agriculture zone to recognize existing sod 
farms as a permitted use.

2.4.  Research Farming
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone. 
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agricultural (A) zone to permit research farming.

2.5.  Drive Sheds/Farm Equipment Storage on Small Farms
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone –  between 1390 
square metres and 4 hectares in size.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agriculture zone to limit farm accessory 
buildings to a maximum of 70 square metres for a property 1 hectare in 
size or less and 112 square metres for a property between 1 hectare and 4 
hectares in size.

2.6  Horse Arenas on Small Farms
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone –  between 1390 
square metres and 4 hectares in size.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agricultural (A) zone to permit the raising, 
training or boarding of horses, including a Riding Stable or Riding Academy 
on farms with a lot area between 1390 square metres and 4 hectares, sub-
ject to meeting the parking requirements.

2.7.  Livestock Shelters
Subject Properties:  Properties in the Agricultural (A) zone.
Purpose/Effect: To amend the Agricultural (A) zone to exempt livestock shel-
ters (not including barns) from the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 
requirements and to add a definition for Livestock Shelter.

3.0 RESIDENTIAL AMENDMENTS

3.1.  Design Guidelines
Subject Properties:  For future residential development in Elmira, St. Jacobs 
and Breslau.
Purpose/Effect:  To include new zoning categories (R-2B, R-3A, R-4A, R-5A 
and R-7A), which implement the approved design guidelines (i.e. regulations 
for garages, front porches, driveways, etc.) for new residential development. 

3.2.  Link Homes
Subject Properties:  Properties in Residential zones, which permit semi-
detached dwellings.
Proposal:  To amend the definition for a semi-detached residence by reduc-
ing the connection of the horizontal common wall between two units from 
a minimum of 50% to 30% (or garage depth) to provide for a ‘link-style’ 
home.

3.3.  Deck Provisions
Subject Properties:  All Residential zoned properties. 
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the general regulations (Section 6) and include a 
definition to provide specific regulations to allow a covered/uncovered deck, 
porch or terrace (attached or detached), at a certain height and setback, to 
encroach into the front or rear yards.

3.4.  Mobile Homes and Modular Homes 
Subject Properties:  All properties which permit a mobile homes and/or 
modular homes.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the definition of a mobile home and modular 
home to incorporate provisions from the Building Code, as well as standard 
regulations to ensure the units remain temporary. 

4.0 INDUSTRIAL ISSUES

4.1.  Industrial Mall Provisions
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned General Industrial - Dry (M-1) and 
Urban (M-2).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the M-1 and M-2 zone to clarify the uses permit-
ted/prohibited within an Industrial Mall and to amend the definition of an 
Industrial Mall to require the first four units to be a minimum of 35 square 
metres in size.  

4.2.  Retailing Manufactured Products
Subject Properties:  Industrially zoned properties.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Industrial M-1, M-2, M-3, M-4, M-5 and M-
6 zones to limit the retail or wholesale outlet for products manufactured 
on-site to a maximum of 15% of the gross floor area of the industrial 
operation.

4.3.  Deleting the M-4 Zone
Subject Properties:  262, 268, 278, 280, 300 Woolwich Street South, and 
5122, 5134 and 5146 Fountain Street North in Breslau.  See Maps 7 and 
8.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the properties from M-4 to M-1 and to delete the 
M-4 zone.  The M-4 zone is redundant because the uses and regulations 
are similar to the M-1/M-2 zone.  

4.4. Standardize Industrial Zone Regulations
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned General Industrial – Dry (M-1) and 
Urban (M-2) and Industrial/Commercial - Rural (M-3).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the M-1, M-2 and M-3 zones to increase the 
maximum building height from 10.5 metres to 15 metres, and to require 
a rear yard setback of only 7.5 metres, rather than “equal to the building 
height but no less than 7.5 metres”.

4.5.  Generalize the M-5 and M-6 Zones 
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Service Industrial (M-5) and Indus-
trial Business Park (M-6)
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the M-5 and M-6 zones to make zones generic 
for all industrial areas.  Certain site-specific issues and regulations, appli-
cable only to industrial properties in the south end of Elmira will be incorpo-
rated into their site-specific provisions.  
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5.0	 COMMERCIAL ISSUES

5.1. Bed and Breakfast in C-3 Zone
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Settlement Commercial (C-3).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the C-3 zone to allow Bed and Breakfast opera-
tion.

5.2. Conversion to Residential C-2 Regulations
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Buffer Commercial (C-2).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the C-2 zone to allow the conversion of a permit-
ted commercial use to a permitted residential use, subject to satisfying the 
minimum parking requirements.

5.3. Settlement Commercial (C-3) Serviced Lots
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Settlement Commercial (C-3).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the C-3 zone to provide minimum lot area (700 
square metres) and minimum lot width (16 metres) requirements for proper-
ties connected to full municipal services.

5.4. Generalize the Service Commercial (C-7) Zone
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Service Commercial (C-7).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the C-7 zone to make it generic for all service 
commercial areas, to include additional service commercial uses and to 
clarify those specific uses that are prohibited, which do not conform to the 
Service Commercial designation.  Certain site-specific issues and regula-
tions, applicable to properties at the south end of Elmira will be incorporated 
into their site-specific provisions. 

6.0	 OPEN SPACE AND INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES

6.1. Removal of the Agricultural Society Reference
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Open Space (O-1) and (O-2).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the O-1 zone to delete the reference and per-
mitted uses of the Agricultural Society (which applied to the former Elmira 
Raceway).

6.2. Uses in the Institutional Zone
Subject Properties:  Institutional (P) zoned properties.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the P zone to include additional permitted uses 
and to correct the terminology of other uses in the Institutional zone.  The 
additional uses include an art gallery, cemetery, church, community build-
ing, day care centres, domiciliary hostels, fire hall, government buildings, 
hospitals, clinics, library, museum, nursery school, police station, public 
recreational use, residential care facility, sanatorium, schools, and YMCA/
YWCA. 

7.0	 DEFINITIONS (SECTION 2)

Subject Properties:  All applicable properties.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the definition section (Section 2) to add new 
definitions for a Legal Non-Conforming Use, Building, Structure or Land and 
Residential Care Facility.

8.0	 GENERAL REGULATIONS (SECTION 6)/APPLICATION OF BY-
LAW (SECTION 4)

8.1. Building Line Setback on Curved Roads
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township.
Purpose/Effect:  To add a provision to clarify that minimum setbacks are 
measured on a curved road by using the tangent of the curvature.

8.2. Home Occupation
Subject Properties:  Residential zoned properties.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Home Occupation regulations to restrict 
teaching operations to a maximum of four students at one time, and clinics 
to a maximum of one patient being treated at a time.

8.3. Commercial Vehicles in a Residential Zone
Subject Properties:  Residential zoned properties.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the general regulations (Section 6) to prohibit 
certain commercial vehicles (not including personal vehicles), which meet 
specific size criteria, to park in a Residential zone.  

8.4. Prohibited Obstruction - Rear Yard
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the general regulations (Section 6) to exempt 
certain encroachments into the rear yard similar to exemptions for the front 
and side yards.  The exemptions would include fences, landings and steps 
under 1.2 metres above the ground, and retaining walls.

8.5. Conflicting Regulations
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the general regulations (Section 6) to clarify that 
uses subject to two or more conflicting regulations shall comply with the 
more restrictive regulation.

8.6. Dwelling Conversions
Subject Properties:  Properties zoned Residential Mixed Medium (R-4) and 
High (R-5) Density, Residential/Commercial (R-6), Buffer Commercial (C-2) 
and Settlement Commercial (C-3).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the R-4, R-5, R-6, C-2 and C-3 zones to require 
dwelling conversions to comply with the minimum lot requirements of their 
respective zones. 

8.7. Accessory Buildings – Pets
Subject Properties:  All residential properties that are not zoned Agricultural 
(A).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the accessory building regulations to allow the 
keeping of only ordinary/typical domestic household pets, while prohibiting 
horses, cattle, sheep, goats, chickens, ducks, geese or other fowl or any 
exotic pets identified in the Township of Woolwich’s Exotic Pet By-law.   Also, 
residential accessory buildings shall not be used for the breeding or raising 
of animals for commercial purposes.  

8.8. Accessory Buildings – Horses for Transportation
Subject Properties:  All Residential zoned properties. 
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the accessory building regulations in a Residen-
tial zone to provide minimum requirements for the keeping of a horse(s) for 
primary means of transportation (i.e building/coral area setbacks, fencing 
and manure storage).  

8.9. Legal Non-Conforming (Section 4)
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township. 
Purpose/Effect:  To clarify the terminology of a legal non-conforming use, 
building, structure or land and to amend the regulation to require substantial 
reconstruction of a legal non-conforming building or structure to be com-
pleted within 1 year (as deemed by the Chief Building Inspector), if the said 
building or structure was destroyed by natural causes (flood, fire, act of 
God).

9.0	 PARKING (SECTION 6)
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the parking regulations (Section 6) to:
• increase the minimum width from 2.5 to 2.75 metres for a perpen-
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dicular parking space and 2.5 to 3 metres for a parallel parking space;
• require a minimum driveway aisle width of 3 metres for one way traf-
fic and 6 metres for two way traffic;
• provide minimum size, location and quantity requirements for handi-
cap parking for commercial, industrial, multiple residential, institutional and 
recreational developments;
• provide minimum number of stacking spaces for drive-thru restau-
rants and coffee shops;
• require parking to be developed in a manner so as not to impact the 
public street; 
• reduce the parking space setback from 6 to 2 metres to a local road 
and 6 to 5 metres to a Regional road;
• add new or amend the parking requirements for an arena, auction, 
bank, car wash, commercial entertainment, computer/data service, conve-
nience store, residential units above commercial store, food store, museum, 
massage clinic, nursing home, personal service, pool, research and devel-
opment, studio, theatre and residential unit above a commercial use; and
• add a ‘grandfather’ regulation to recognize existing or approved 
parking lots.

10.0	 MINOR HOUSEKEEPING ISSUES
Subject Properties:  All applicable properties within the Township.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the applicable sections of the By-law to:
• update legislation references, 
• update the road names in accordance with the Township/Regional 
Road Naming By-laws,
• address spelling and grammatical errors,
• to delete redundant Zoning Schedules, and
• to revise the “f” suffix regulations to delete the provision of requiring 
an amendment to the By-law for development within the “f” suffix area.  De-
velopment within the “f” suffix area will still require Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority Approval.

11.0	 MAPPING
Subject Properties:  All properties within the Township.
Purpose/Effect:  To delete the “hand drawn” Zoning Schedules in Schedule 
‘B’ of the Township Zoning By-law and replace it with new computer maps.  

12.0	 SPECIFIC PROPERTY ISSUES

12.1. Janet Cox and Township Lands – Closed Gravel Pits
Subject Property:  1226 Maryhill Road, and adjacent Township parcel (ad-
jacent to Maryhill).
Proposal:  To rezone the portions of the properties that contained the gravel 
operation from Extractive (E) to Agricultural (A) to recognize that the lands 
are no longer used for a gravel pit. 
12.2. Arthur Street Residential Area, South of Whippoorwill Drive
Subject Properties:  3 Whippoorwill Drive West, 300, 308, 312, 316, 320, 
326, 330, 334, 350, 354, 358, 362, 364, 366, 374, and 376 Arthur Street 
South, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the properties from Settlement Residential (R-1) 
to Residential – One Unit – Low Density (R-2) recognize that the properties 
have access to municipal service and could potentially sever in the future.

12.3. 32 and 36 Eby Street (Dog Kennel)
Subject Properties:  32 and 36 Eby Street, in St. Jacobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To delete the site-specific provision that permits a dog ken-
nel to implement a previous approval from the Township Committee of Ad-
justment.

12.4.	 Nelson & Salome Wideman
Subject Property:  Durst Road across from 1621 Durst Road (Rural Area).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agricultural zone with a site specific provi-
sion to prohibit an On-Farm Business to be established on a 15.8-hectare 
vacant farm, if an On-farm Business exceeds the maximum floor area limits 
on a property at 1621 Durst Road.  This provision implements a previous 
approval from the Township Committee of Adjustment.

12.5. Rosendale Farms
Subject Property:  544 Sawmill Road (Rosendale Area).
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Agricultural zone with a site-specific provi-
sion to recognize an existing Agricultural Cash Crop Operation on a 3 hect-
are portion of the property.

12.6. First Street East Industrial Properties
Subject Properties:  19, 23, 27, 29 and 33 First Street East, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the properties from General Industrial – Urban 
(M-2) to Service Industrial (M-5) to address potential compatibility issues 
with the abutting residential neighbourhood.

12.7. King Street St. Jacobs Industrial Area
Subject Properties: 1159, 1175, 1181, 1185, 1205, 1217, 1223, 1229, 1245, 
1249, 1255, 1259 King Street North, and 9 and 11 Henry Street, in St. Ja-
cobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the properties from General Industrial – Dry (M-
1) to Service Industrial (M-5) to address potential compatibility issues with 
the residential neighbourhood across the road.

12.8.	 St. James Evangelical Church, King Street, St Jacobs
Subject Property:  1407 King St North, in St. Jacobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the Core Commercial (C-1) zoning on the prop-
erty with a site-specific provision to recognize the existing church.

12.9. Buffer Strip for C-3 Zoned Lots in Bloomingdale
Subject Properties:  793/801, 833, 835 and 865/875 Sawmill Road, in 
Bloomingdale.
Purpose/Effect: To amend the site-specific provision on the properties to 
clarify that the required buffer strip is 1.5 metres (not 60.96 metres) wide 
and shall be provided in addition to any other required yard. 

12.10. Valleyview Senior’s Apartments - Buffer Strip
Subject Property:  1070 Printery Road, in St. Jacobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the site-specific zoning on the property to clarify 
that the 3-metre wide landscape strip is within the 25-metre building setback 
to the adjacent wrecking yard.

12.11 2 Riverside Drive West, Elmira
Subject Property:  2 Riverside Drive West, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the property from General Industrial - Urban (M-
2) to Residential Mixed High Density (R-5) and (R-5) with an “f” (floodplain) 
suffix to conform to Residential and Restricted area designations in the Of-
ficial Plan.

12.12. Lutheran Church Cemetery
Subject Property:  29 Henry Street, in St. Jacobs.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the existing cemetery property from Agricultural 
(A) to Institutional (P) to recognize the use.

12.13. Well House
Subject Property:  355 Arthur Street South, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the property from Agricultural (A) to Service In-
dustrial (M-5) to recognize the use of a well house.
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12.14.  45 Barnswallow Drive, Elmira
Subject Property:  45 Barnswallow Drive, in Elmira 
Purpose/Effect:  To rezone the property from Agricultural (A) to Residential 
One Unit – Medium Density (R-2A) to conform to the Residential designa-
tion in the Official Plan.

12.15 Raceway Senior Townhouses 
Subject Properties:  10-67 Anna Street and 97-153 Park Avenue West, in Elmira.
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the site-specific provision on the above-noted 
properties to increase the maximum building lot coverage from 50% to 60% 
to recognize the existing development, which has reduced building setbacks.

13.0 HOTEL/MOTEL IN INDUSTRIAL ZONES
Subject Properties:  General Industrial – Dry (M-1) and General Industrial 

– Urban (M-2) zoned properties in the Township, 
Purpose/Effect:  To amend the M-1 and M-2 zones to delete hotel/motel as a 
permitted use to address compatibility issues, save and except the proper-
ties at 1420 King Street North (Goods Garage) and King Street North (1.5 
acre vacant lands – Trevisan) in St. Jacobs and properties at 2035 (Reitzel), 
2057 (Zago) and 2067 (Pixner) Victoria Street North in Breslau, which has 
a site-specific provision to permit the said use, as well as the properties at 
11 First Street East (Legion) in Elmira and 5100 Fountain North (Jutzi) in 
Breslau, which has been deferred pending further discussion by Township 
Council.

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 9th day of December, 2006.

Valrie Hummel, Acting Clerk
519-669-1647/519-664-2613 Ext. 239

CONTINUED NOTICE OF THE PASSING 
OF A ZONING BY-LAW AMMENDMENT
BY THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH

Woolwich Council has adopted a By-law requiring property owners to clear 
adjacent sidewalks of snow in all Settlements, except Elmira. This By-law came 
in to effect on November 28, 2006

The Property Owner Sidewalk Snowplowing By-law:
• requires the owner within twenty-four (24) hours after a snowfall ends, 

to clear away and remove snow and ice from the sidewalks in front or, 
along side of their property.

• Property owners not complying can be “ticketed” under the By-law 
(ticket fine of $100) and the cost to have the Township clear the side-
walk can be charged to the property owner (approximately $100).

• The By-law does not apply to sidewalks, which are:

FITNESS INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED 
FOR TOWNSHIP PROGRAM

• 1 class per week – Thursdays  7 – 8 pm
• Certification required
If interested, please contact the Recreation Office at (519) 669-1647 ext 259

Effective December 1st to April 1st, parking is prohibited on all Township 
roads and streets from 2:30 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. to facilitate winter road main-
tenance operations.  Vehicles found parked overnight on Township roads 
during the parking ban or on Regional roads at any time will be ticketed.  For 
further information, please call extension 268 or 277.

WINTER OVERNIGHT 
PARKING PROHIBITION

Dog Tags for 2007 are now available at
the Township office, 69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Village Pet Food Shoppe, 10 Church St. W., Elmira
Eldale Vet Clinic, 150 Church Street West, Elmira

and the Creature Comfort Pet Emporium,
 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs (cash or cheque only)

The fees (until April 15th) are:
Spayed/Neutered Dog             $15.00
Non Spayed or Neutered $20.00

NOTE: As of December 1st, 2007, the Township will require dog owners 
to produce a valid rabies inoculation certificate when purchasing a new li-
cense or re-newing their license.  As of this date, the Township will no longer 
grant a license without this new requirement.

2007 DOG TAGS
The Township of Woolwich Crossing Guard posted at Barnswallow Drive 
and Cedar Waxwing Drive in Elmira is now on duty from 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 
a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day that St. Teresa School is in 
session.  Questions on Crossing Guard duty times in Woolwich Township 
should be directed to the Township at 519-669-1647, Extension 239.

CHANGE TO DUTY TIMES FOR 
SCHOOL CROSSING IN ELMIRA

The Township of Woolwich seeks a community-minded individual living in or 
near Maryhill to provide occasional coverage to the school crossing when 
the regular Crossing Guard is not available.  This is a paid position with oc-
casional 30-minute shifts and training and equipment is provided.  Inquiries 
about this position should be directed to the Township at 519-664-2613 or 
519-669-1647, Extension 239.

SPARE CROSSING GUARD 
FOR MARYHILL REQUIRED

NOTICE TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS IN ST.JACOBS, HEIDELBERG, 
BRESLAU, CONESTOGO, MARYHILL, BLOOMINGDALE, WINTERBOURNE, 

WEST MONTROSE, FLORADALE, STOCKYARDS AREA

SIDEWALK SNOW PLOWING BY-LAW
a) back lotted properties abutting the sidewalk on Kressler Road 

between Apollo Drive and Alten Way in Heidelberg; 
b) sidewalks within the settlement of Elmira;

                   c) curb face sidewalks where snow has been pushed onto the 
sidewalk to a depth of at least 12 inches by road clearing 
operations.

Your cooperation in keeping the sidewalks cleared of snow and ice is greatly 
appreciated and makes winter travel safer for pedestrians.

If you have any questions please call Rod Kruger, Manager of Engineering 
Operations, 519-669-8706 or 519-664-2613 ext. 250.
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ADULT FITNESS -  MONDAYS, TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS   (9 WEEKS)
                                   7:00 – 8:00 PM AT PARK MANOR SCHOOL

YOGA CLASSES – MONDAYS OR WEDNESDAYS  (9 WEEKS)
           7:00 – 8:30 PM AT PARK MANOR LIBRARY

 ADULT BADMINTON – MONDAYS OR THURSDAYS  (13 WEEKS)
                                  8:15 – 10:15 PM AT PARK MANOR SCHOOL

ADULT VOLLEYBALL – TUESDAYS (13 WEEKS)
                                  8:15 – 10:15 PM AT PARK MANOR SCHOOL

RECREATION WINTER PROGRAMS
ALL PROGRAMS START WEEK OF JANUARY 8, 2007

SELF DEFENCE FOR GIRLS & WOMEN – WEDNESDAYS   (6 WEEKS)
 JANUARY 30 – MARCH 6   FROM  7:00 – 8:00 PM AT JOHN MAHOOD   

REGISTER AT RECREATION OFFICE, 69 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA OR 
CALL 669-1647  OR 664-2613  ext. 259 FOR MORE DETAILS. The Recre-
ation Office will remain open on Wednesday, January 3rd until 7:30 pm for 
registration purposes.  

The Township reserves the right to cancel classes if insufficient registration.

OCNA
Blanket
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AUTOMOTIVE
MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario MUST be registered
with OMVIC. To verify dealer registration or seek help with
a complaint, visit www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002. If
you're buying a vehicle privately, don't become a curbsider's
victim. Curbsiders are imposters who pose as private indi-
viduals, but are actually in the business of selling stolen or
damaged vehicles.

AUTOS FOR SALE
GUARANTEED APPROVAL DRIVE AWAY Today! We lend
money to everyone. Fast approvals, best interest rates,
over 800 vehicles sale priced for immediate delivery.
www.autoapprovedcanada.com 1-800-711-4491

BUSINESS OPPS.
EXCITING MOBILE TOOL FRANCHISE - Complete
Business System: Premium Quality Products, Financing
programs, Training & Support Programs. No franchise fees
or royalties. Call Matco Tools Toll-Free 1-888-696-2826.
www.matcotools.com
INTERNET TEACHING & TRAINING. Learn how to operate
a mini-office outlet from home. Free Simple training, flexible
hours, great income! www.miniofficeoutlets.com/stacey.
MONEY MAKER. Local route. No selling on your part. For
more info call 1-866-821-2569; www.telecardinfo.com
PET LOVERS join Multi Menu franchisee team. Free home
delivery of pet food & 6500 accessories. PT/FT. Investment
starting at $3,000. Start-up campaign plus ongoing support
& training, no royalties, exclusive territories. Toll-Free 1-
877-462-0056 / in Eastern Ontario 613-258-1639 / GTA
905-849-4039, www.multimenu.ca
TURF LOGIC FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY - 100%
Pesticide Free Lawn Care. High-Tech, Low Investment,
Protected Territory, Outdoor Lifestyle. Get ready now for
2007. Call Toll-Free 1-866-239-4056, www.turflogic.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES
INCREASE SALES! Get a great website for a low cost of
$9.99/mth. Great web packages include design, hosting
www.yourname.com, email & more. No set-up or hidden
fees. Call 1-800-882-7226, www.greatwebpackages.com

CAREER TRAINING
GUELPH CAMPUS! Academy of Learning CAREER COL-
LEGE Accounting or Administrative Assistant Diploma in
just 8 months! Set your own schedule. 519-824-9431.

EDUCATIONAL OPPS.
MARITIME DRILLING SCHOOLS entry-level training 
for land and offshore oilrigs. Excellent wages, benefits 
and opportunities to travel the world. Jan.8-27, 2007 / Feb.
5-24, 2007. Information contact: 1-866-807-3960,
www.mdslimited.ca.

SERVICES
ERASE YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD. Criminal Pardons 
& U.S. Entry Waivers. Free Assessments. Apply 
before Christmas & save 30% off! Visit us online www.
canadianpardons.ca, Call 1-800-298-5520.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.
AAA ATTENTION STUDENTS AND ADULTS $$$. Holidays
are coming, make yourself up to $250/week by selling super
good products. 1-800-383-3589
CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE - Telephone Reconnect!
Switch for free - call for details! Disconnected? Monthly
service only $39.95 and low connection fee! Call Phone
Factory Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.
FUNDING FOR FARMERS & HRDC RECIPIENTS is now
available. Training available on Truck, Bus, Heavy
Equipment & Forklift. For more details CALL Ontario Truck
Driving School. Registered Private Career College. Toll-
Free 1-800-799-JOBS (5627), www.otds.com
GUARANTEED" ALBERTA OILFIELD AND OILRIG
$$JOBS$$: Wages from $60-$100,000 starting!
Offering/providing in-house interactive seven-day entry-
level pre-employment oilfield training program including all
mandatory oilfield work certifications. Weekly training pro-
gram scheduled in major centres throughout Ontario (limit-
ed seating). Training Modules: oilrig/oilfield equipment and
tools; Oilrig/oilfield operations; oilrig components/functions,
safety awareness/safe work practices, oilrig drilling/service
rig daily operations procedures. (Training/work certifications
are mandatory for employment in all sectors of oil/gas
industry). Cost: $1675.00 plus taxes. Call Toll-free 1-866-
446-4409; email: oilfieldjobs@ns.aliantzinc.ca. 
JOB, HOUSE and FLIGHT for ALBERTA. Constructions,
Trades, Manufacturing, Driving, Retail and Clerical Sector.
Email resume to: manager@excelemployment.net. Fax:
780-439-1542.
KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS - Maple Bear Schools, with
Canadian-developed English Immersion Kindergarten pro-
gram, in South Korea are hiring for February & March 2007.
Email details to: teacher.recruitment@cecnetwork.ca,
www.TeachingOverseas.ca or 416-869-0541 Ext. 231.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.
OILRIG EMPLOYMENT / WESTERN CANADA. Atlantic
Petroleum Training College, Nova Scotia Dept. Education
registered. Entry-level floorhand (roughneck) and Swamper
(assistant truck driver/rigger) certification programs. Quality
hands-on training on a fully operational oilrig, oilfield trucks
and trailers relocated from Alberta. Graduates wanted by
Western contractors. All necessary certifications issued.
Guaranteed oilfield job placement service on location for
graduates. HRDC funding may be available. Phone 1-888-
442-0116; Email: aptc@sstl.com.
PHONE DISCONNECTED? Super Special: only $13. for
first month plus hook up. Everyone welcome. Guaranteed
approval. Free long distance package. Call Easy Reconnect
now 1-877-446-5877.
WANT SMALL TOWN Alberta living with small town house
prices? Experienced flooring installer required immediately.
Must have good references, own vehicle and tools. Moving
incentives! Call 780-352-4434 or email: carpetc@
incentre.net.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
DEBT STRESS? Consolidate & lower payments by 30-
40%. End those phone calls & the worry. Avoid bankruptcy.
Contact us for a No-Cost Consultation. Online:
www.mydebtsolution.com or Toll-Free 1-877-556-3500
PAY $0 TAX IN 2006. GET IT ALL BACK.
www.rrsploans.biz. 1-800-480-0012. RRSP loans at 6% -
8% loan interest, from 1-10 years and deferral up to 6
months.

FOR SALE
A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE - Get your first month free.
No Credit, Bad Credit, No Problem! Call Freedom Phone
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464
NEW LOADED COMPUTER ONLY 99 cents/day! EVERY-
ONE'S APPROVED* Get a loaded MDG Computer with an
Intel Core2 Duo only 99 cents/day. Includes everything you
need: 1 GB RAM, 250GB HD, 19" LCD Flat Panel, Windows
XP and a FREE* Printer/Scanner/Copier (*Call for condi-
tions) 1-800-236-2504.
SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00 - Convert your LOGS 
TO VALUABLE LUMBER with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders also available.
www.norwoodindustries.com - FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext:400OT
TEMBO TELECOM - Fast phone reconnection! Everyone
qualifies. No credit checks! Super Christmas Special - Save
$20. Unlimited long distance only $19.99/month. 1-877-266-
6398; www.tembo.ca.

HELP WANTED
A JOB AT HOME, FT or PT. No experience required. Visit
our website now www.thesecretjob.com, Code A78.
MOVE CLOSER TO THE ROCKIES with OLYMEL, a
Canadian Pork and Poultry Product Producer. Their Red
Deer operations is now hiring 500 MORE EMPLOYEES,
due to expansion. COMPETITIVE WAGES, RELOCATION
PROGRAM, EMPLOYEE INCENTIVES!!! Please send your
resume to OLYMEL Human Resources 7550 - 40th Avenue,
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6R7. Tel: 877-488-8700, Fax: (403)
309-7547, apply@olymel.com, www.olymel.com

A-Z DRIVERS WANTED
OUTSTANDING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES for
Experienced AZ drivers at Stevens Transport, Van Division.
Competitive pay & benefits. Dedicated equipment & runs.
Cdn & US exposure/border crossing experience, clean
abstract required. CALL 1-800-263-7461 & Join the Stevens
team!
TOP PAY FOR TOP DRIVERS - Mid-West Highway Singles
& California Teams based in Cambridge. Year Round
Steady Freight. 1 year minimum experience. Call Now -
Recruiters Available 24/7 Toll-Free 1-888-213-3375 ext.222,
www.transportjobs.net.

VOLUNTEER OPPS.
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS
(C.A.F.E.) SALUTES  YOUTH VOLUNTEERS AT THE
FAIR! In honour of International Volunteer Day, C.A.F.E.
wishes to acknowledge the valuable contribution that youth
volunteers make every year to the future of agricultural fairs
and exhibitions in communities across Canada. Thanks for
sharing your time, talents and energy to help continue the
fair and exhibition tradition. We hope you had fun and come
back year after year. For more information about youth at
the fair, visit Engaging Youth at www.canadian-fairs.ca.

MORTGAGES
MORTGAGES - FREE INFORMATION - INSTANT PRE-
APPROVALS BY PHONE FOR ALL PROPERTY TYPES.
Bank turndowns OK, Bankruptcies OK, No/Low Income OK.
1st, 2nd, 3rd Mortgages, Construction/Renovations, Debt
Consolidations, Purchases, Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you have sufficient "Equity"
... YOU'RE APPROVED!! Servicing Ontario for over 20
years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-996-8226 - Seven Days a
Week "Anytime." New Haven Mortgage Corporation.

MORTGAGES
SINKING IN DEBT? 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages. If you have
Bruised Credit - Bank Turndowns - Debt Consolidation -
Refinancing - Self Employed - Power of Sale - Past
Bankrupt. We can lend a Hand. www.canadalend.com Toll-
free 1 (866) i CAN LEND (1-866-422-6536) CALL NOW!

PERSONALS
5 reasons why to join Misty River Introductions:
- You're single and you'd rather be in love
- Thousands of people matched successfully in the last 12
months - See current photos with complete profiles
- Meet local people in your own area
- We have been successfully matching for 12 years
Call today for your free consultation (514) 879-0573, (519)
658-4204, (416) 777-6302, (613) 257-3531, (705) 734-1292
or visit us at www.mistyriverintros.com.
CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a PARDON! Need to
enter the U.S.? Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free
brochure. Toll-free 1-866-9-WAIVER or 905-873-7410.

OUTDOOR RECREATION
"THIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE THE GIFT OF A LIFE-
TIME!" Experience breathtaking sightseeing tours and
adventures over the 30,000 Island with Georgian Bay
Airways! 1-800-786-1704 georgianbayairways.com.

STEEL BUILDINGS
SPECIAL BUILDING SALE... "DON'T MISS IT!" Final clear-
ance. Deposit will hold till spring. 25' x 40' x 12' $5,490. 40'
x 60' x 16' $14,800. Front end optional. Rear end included.
Others. Pioneer 1-800-668-5422.

VACATION/TRAVEL
ALL INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS...Cheapest Airfares and
Package Prices in Canada. Discounted Cruises, Hotels,
Cars. Book online now and Save www.canadatravels.com
or Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-563-5722.
TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off Retail! Best Resorts
& Seasons! Call for FREE Timeshare Magazine! Open 7
days a week! 1-800-496-5964. Browse online for over 400
worldwide properties -- www.holidaygroup.com/ocn
TIMESHARE RESALES - Sell-Buy-Rent. World's largest
timeshare resale broker. Stroman Realty - since 1979.
Worldwide selection of resort properties. Call today toll-free
1-800-201-0864.

Network Classifieds: Advertise Across Ontario or Across the Country! 
For more information contact

Your local newspaper

• It’s Affordable • It’s Fast • It’s Easy • It’s Effective • One Bill Does It All • Northern Ontario $82 • Eastern Ontario $143 • Western Ontario $133 • Central Ontario $139 • All Ontario $424 • National Packages Available!

dent. Police caught up 
with the accused shortly 
thereafter.
10:05 PM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
two-vehicle collision on 
Arthur Street south of St. 
Jacobs. One vehicle had 
been heading northbound 
on Arthur Street when it 
skidded out of control and 
struck a second vehicle 
causing it to slide and 
bounce off the guardrails 
as well. The road was 
closed for a period of 
time while work crews 
removed debris from the 
roadway. There were no 
injuries although the vehi-
cles were demolished. Be-
cause of the icy conditions 
no charges were laid.
10:17 PM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
three-vehicle collision at 
Arthur Street near the 
Conestogo River bridge. 

A salting truck slipped 
on a patch of ice over the 
bridge causing it to lose 
control and slide through 
the guardrails and into the 
ditch. The truck was heav-
ily damaged although the 
driver was unscathed. The 
road was closed for sev-
eral hours after.

December 2
6:31 AM There were no 

injuries and no charges 
were pressed as a result 
of a single-vehicle colli-
sion in the area of 1700 
Listowel Road in Wool-
wich Township. A Listowel 
resident was travelling 
southbound when her car 
slid on patch of ice in the 
road and skidded off into 
a ditch. Her car was mod-
erately damaged.
8:29 AM An Elmira 

resident contacted police 
to report that at around 
10:30 p.m. the previous 

night she had been in-
volved in a vehicle col-
lision at Arthur Street 
near the Conestogo River 
bridge. The driver had 
lost control of her vehicle 
over a patch of ice and 
consequently skidded 
to the side, clipping the 
guardrails. She was not 
injured though damage 
to her car was pegged 
as moderate. She wasn’t 
charged.
9:00 AM Police received 

a report of a collision on 
Dec. 1 at 9:45 p.m. The 
driver had been travelling 
along Arthur Street by the 
Conestogo River bridge 
when she lost control of 
her vehicle over a patch of 
ice, bounced off the guard 
rails before coming to rest 
in the roadway. The wom-
an, not injured in the inci-
dent, contacted police the 
next morning. Her vehicle 
was damaged moderately. 

She was not charged.
9:54 AM Police were 

called to the scene of 
a disturbance at Crane 
Drive in Elmira. A man 
from Glen Allan, who 
had been drinking heav-
ily, was subsequently 
charged with ‘breach of 
probation’ and held for a 
show-cause hearing.
12:28 PM A vigilant 

resident noticed an erratic 
driver in the 6600 area of 
Line 86. The resident was 
able to wave the erratic 
driver over to the side 
of the road and convince 
him not to drive the ve-
hicle while drunk. The so-
ber citizen then called the 
drunk driver a cab, then 
notified police. When of-
ficers arrived they found 
the vehicle abandoned 
and had it towed. Later 
the next morning, the 
driver came to claim his 
car, admitted to having 

driven while intoxicated 
the previous night, and 
was subsequently issued 
a warning.

December 3
11:30 AM An Elmira 

woman was arrested on 
outstanding break-and-
enter charges while at a 
Water Street, St. Jacobs ad-
dress. She was taken into 
custody and released after 
being issued a court date.
9:03 PM There were no 

injuries and no charges 
as a result of a motor-ve-
hicle collision at Kingfisher 
and Barnswallow drives in 
Elmira. An area man skid-
ded over a patch of ice as he 
attempted a right-hand turn 
onto Kingfisher and crashed 
into another vehicle

December 4 
11:05 AM Police were 

notified by North Water-
loo Hydro that a hydro 

pole had been broken. The 
damage may have been 
caused by a snow removal 
vehicle but police are un-
certain as whoever caused 
it failed to remain at the 
scene of the incident. 
There are no suspects.
1:55 PM A business in 

Wallenstein called police 
to report that a quan-
tity (approximately 3,400 
square feet) of pine floor-
ing had been stolen. There 

MORELAW
Continued from page 21

are no suspects.
3:55 PM An Elmira 

resident was stopped by 
police at Arthur Street 
and Sawmill Road and 
charged with ‘operate ve-
hicle, no license,’ ‘operate 
vehicle no valid permit.’ 
His vehicle was seized.
7:24 AM Police re-

sponded to the scene of 
a two-vehicle crash at 
the roundabout at Arthur 
Street South and Sawmill 

Road. An Elmira man en-
tered the roundabout in 
an eastbound direction 
when a second westbound 
vehicle, being driven by a 
West Montrose resident, 
failed to yield the right of 
way, causing a collision. 
There were no injuries and 
only minor damage. As a 
result of the police investi-
gation the West Montrose 
resident was charged with 
‘fail to yield.’

  

JASON KIEFER

CAR PROBLEMS The engine of a 2000 Buick Le Sabre Limited was fully 
involved in flames on Nov. 27 at 13 McAllister Rd in Bloomingdale. The unknown 
electrical fire was put out by Maryhill Fire Department. The fire broke out when 
the owner tried to start the car. There were no injuries.
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Midnight Madness brings funds for Christmas hampers WWLHIN cements health care plan Hétu joins WCDSB as Wellesley/Woolwich trustee 

EVERY CARD’S A WINNER!
Convenient. Affordable.

We’re better. We’ll prove it. “You can count on me.”

†Additional charges may apply for diesel, V10s, HEMI V8s, fluid disposal, semi-synthetic and synthetic motor oils. *While supplies last. 
No purchase necessary. Approximate value and odds of winning: Mopar Washer Fluid – $ 4 (60:100); Mopar Glass  Cleaner – $ 4 (30:100);
Digital Tire Gauge – $ 20 (4:100); Mopar Car Care  Kit – $ 11 (3:100) and 10% off Service Discount – max $ 100 (3:100). Contest closes with 
prizes redeemed on January 13, 2007. Skill-testing question must  be correctly answered. See retailer for full contest  details.

ONLY AT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER,JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER

Environmental handling 
charge will apply.

$4995†

Peace-of-Mind 
Maintenance Package

  Up to 5 litres of 5W30 Mopar® Oil
  Lube (where applicable) 
  Rotation of 4 tires
  Provide written report on findings

  Mopar Oil Filter
  Top-up washer fluid  
  Peace-of-Mind Inspection

Mopar Fuel 
Injector Service

$7995

Cleans deposits from injectors, intake valves 
and combustion chambers to restore fuel delivery 
efficiency and reduce fuel consumption 

Buy 3 Tires†

Get 4th Tire

FREE!
Ask us about the safety benefits of winter tires.

††Must be dealer installed and excludes tire sizes 18 inches 
and over. Installation and balancing extra.

Available on tires from:

Momentum™
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Dolling out hot dogs and apple cider brought in $425.50 at the Elmira 
Lions’ booth during the one-night shopping event in Elmira Nov. 30. Funds 
raised from Midnight Madness will go to Woolwich Community Services 
to support its Christmas Hamper program. 

Plans to better the health sector have been finalized by the Waterloo Wel-
lington LHIN. The Integrated Health Service Plan for 2007-2010 is looking 
to improve health care through affecting wait times, healthy lifestyles, ef-
fectiveness and affordability, and ensuring needs are met.

Rev. Robert Hétu joined the ranks of the Waterloo Catholic District School Board as 
the new Waterloo/Wellesley/ Woolwich trustee this week. Joseph Gowing, Denise 
Blum and Greg Reitzel also joined the board with incumbents Wayne Buchholtz 
and Marion Thomson Howell assuming chair and vice-chair duties respectively. 

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For budding poli-
ticians the fun 
starts here. 

Students from 
across the region gathered 
at the University of Water-
loo this week for the Feder-
al-Provincial Government 
Conference Simulation 
– shedding their school co-
lours and toting flags from 
across the country.

Following mock federal 
and provincial elections 
earlier this year, a new 
prime minister, premiers 
and cabinet ministers 
were elected to take part 
in the two-day simulation.

Locally, students from 
Elmira took on the role of 
the Liberal government of 
New Brunswick, electing 
Premier Joey Metzger and 
deputy Josh Jagger to toe 
the party line, accompa-
nied by 16 cabinet minis-
ters. 

The newest Liberal par-
ty took on its role just as 
the real Liberals of New 
Brunswick were getting 
settled after Shawn Gra-
ham overtook Conserva-
tive incumbent premier 
Bernard Lord in the Sept. 
18 election.

“By the time we found out 
that we were going to be 
New Brunswick, the Lib-
erals had been in power 
for three days,” explained 
Jagger prior to the confer-
ence.

When the NB Grits as-
sumed their position, the 
Elmira District Second-
ary School party mem-
bers also began drawing 
up proposals, position 

EDSS takes on role 
of New Brunswick

Elmira students to act as new Liberal government at conference simulating federal-provincial relations

papers and debate points 
which would enable them 
to represent their prov-
ince’s best interests. 

Going into the first half 
of the two-day conference 
Tuesday, the party agen-
da included maintaining 
a united Canada while 
leaning toward Nunavut 
retaining its territorial 
status. 

“As a Liberal govern-
ment and as New Bruns-
wick, we’re going to make 
sure everybody keeps 
bringing up health care 
and other points to where 

they should be to make 
sure that everybody is on 
the same playing level,” 
Jagger told the Observer. 
“We also want to make 
sure the country doesn’t 
fracture, make sure that 
Quebec doesn’t go any-
where and Alberta, and 
some of the other provinc-
es that have money, stay 
to themselves. We want to 
make sure the country is 
united.” 

As in real government 
conferences, the students 
will discuss the topics af-
fecting the country. The 

talks will reflect the es-
tablished divisions that 
exist between provincial 
and federal governments 
on such issues as health 
care, agriculture, envi-
ronment, immigration, 
justice, finance and ab-
original affairs.

At the beginning of the 
school year, Cameron 
Heights’ Zachary Singer 
was elected prime minis-
ter, making the Kitchener 
school the acting federal 
government. Ten other 
schools represented the 
provinces, three repre-

sented territories and 
two represented national 
news media.

In his third year with 
EDSS’ Fed-Prov club, Jag-
ger said the simulated 
government conference 
isn’t too far from the real 
thing.

“There’s definitely going 
to be conflict in different 
areas,” he said. “Depend-
ing on how well the other 
delegations are run you 
always run into a lot more 
work than you thought 
you were going to. I know 
the prime minister: I’ve 

worked with him in past 
years. He should do a good 
job this year.”

During the two-day con-
ference, all the provinces 
will look towards mak-
ing a deal or maintaining 
what’s best for their peo-
ple and possibly come to a 
concession in the end. 

For Jagger, who hopes to 
attend university to study 
political science, the sim-
ulation is an early step to-
ward a career in politics.  

“I tend to lean more left 
than right. Left central is 
where I tend to be.”

DESIREE FINHERT

FUTURE POLITICIANS Noah Kipin (left), Josh Jagger, Joey Metzger and Nicole Trautrim, along with other EDSS students, will act as the New Brunswick government as area high 
schools participate in the Federal-Provincial Government Conference Simulation this week.
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CLINT ROHR
F O R  T H E  O B S E R V E R

My hastily made 
decision to go to 
the West Bank 

had the simple goal of get-
ting an update on what’s 
happening there, and to 
once again express soli-
darity with the people.

After finding a direct 
flight out of Toronto, it 
was a go for Nov. 9. With 
the blessings of Sandra 
and our children I was 
on my way to reconnect 
with places and people 
we came to know in 1996 
when we lived in Ramal-
lah for three months. 

I was unsure what to 
expect, and even dread-
ed what I might see and 
experience this time be-
cause of the recent inti-
fada. My intentions were 
focused. I would enter 
into conversations with 
Arabs and Israelis, visit 
local Lutheran pastors 
and Augusta Victoria 
Hospital. I would recon-
nect with friends I had 
not seen for 10 years who 
live in Ramallah, Jeru-
salem and Bethlehem.

Upon arrival at Tel Aviv 
I boarded a shuttle and 
headed for the Damascus 
gate of the Old City. This 
was much to the chagrin 

The “Wall” is a disaster for the West Bank
of the Israeli driver be-
cause he perceived it to 
be an unsafe area. Enter-
ing the Gate I noticed the 
Old City was at a stand-
still: I quickly found out 
this was a strike to ex-
press solidarity with the 
Arab families who lost 
loved ones in the killings 
the day before in Gaza. 

I knew my willingness 
to enter into the experi-
ences of the Arab Chris-
tian and Muslim people 
of the West Bank for the 
next two weeks would ob-
viously mean living a lit-
tle bit on the edge. I knew 
I would be confronted 
with circumstances of 
seeing the Arabs humili-
ated and dehumanized 
on a daily basis. 

Within a day of my ar-
rival, a young Lutheran 
pastor expressed how 
deep the depression 
and despair go in the 
West Bank. He told me 
the story of the young 
mother who was trained 
as a lawyer. Her life in a 
refugee camp with two 
young children was so 
depressing it eventually 
prompted her to become 
a suicide bomber. In kill-
ing half a dozen people, 
she also left behind two 
parentless children.

Stories such as this tell 

of life in the West Bank.
I wondered what my 

reaction would be when 
I saw the “Wall” – the 
eight-metre cement wall 
Israel is building in 
the name of security to 
protect itself from what 
they call “those savages 
and terrorists.” I knew I 
would encounter the wall 
on my first trip to Ramal-
lah. Sure enough as the 
bus travelled north out 
of Jerusalem approach-
ing the Kalandia refugee 
camp on what was a most 
horrible road filled with 
potholes, I had my first 
glimpse of the wall. My 
heart sank as I saw how 
massive it really was as 
it snaked its way across 
the land.

My eyes and emotions 
were more stunned when 
I saw the terminal. I had 
been warned of this. 
Here were cement bar-
racks, steel corridors, 
high tech security of 
cameras and sensors, 
soldiers with horses, sol-
diers with jeeps, soldiers 
with tanks, soldiers with 
dogs. Only Arabs with 
Jerusalem I.D.s could 
pass through to Jerusa-
lem. They must get off 
the bus, go through se-
curity and then if they 
qualify get back on the 

bus again. Others are 
turned back. The termi-
nal I experienced on my 
way to Bethlehem was 
much worse, more mas-
sive, slower, again with 
sophisticated security 
and intimidating, even 
for me as a non-Arab. 
As one gentleman from 
Bethlehem told me, it is 
staffed by young Israelis 
intent on making life for 
Palestinians as humili-
ating as possible. 

Here at home we hear 
and read about this be-
ing a “security wall.” We 
do have mixed reactions. 
Some view it as a neces-
sary evil for Israel to 
build because of “those 
suicide bombers and ter-
rorists.” Others view it 
as demonic, a blow to hu-
manity and a land-grab 
by the Israelis. 

Israel has built the wall 
on significant portions of 
occupied land. I believe 
this was done intention-
ally to create daily hard-
ships for the Palestin-
ians. It creates economic 
disaster by separating 
farmers from their olive 
groves, a barrier to ex-
porting and transport-
ing fruits, vegetables 
and olive oil. Families 
are suffering by being 
separated from each oth-

er, employment, schools, 
hospitals and other ser-
vices. Psychologically 
it creates despair, hope-
lessness and most unfor-
tunately, people who are 
walking time bombs. 

Mary, our very kind 
and gentle former land-
lady, who lives in Ramal-
lah, was born in Jerusa-
lem and does not have a 
Jerusalem I.D. She told 
me “my dignity prevents 
me from the humiliation 
of applying for one.” 

Jacob, who lives near 
Bethlehem, has to leave 
his car at the terminal, 
go through the terminal 
and then get a bus into 
Jerusalem. In the eve-
ning he does the reverse. 
He tells me of the inhu-
mane treatment Pales-
tinians experience at the 
hands of security. 

Musa, Ikhlas and their 
son Ali live in East 
Sawahreh, just south of 
Jerusalem. Ikhlas has 
a blue Jerusalem I.D. 
which means she is legal-
ly a resident of Jerusalem 
as she comes from West 
Sawahreh. Musa on the 
other hand is from East 
Sawahreh and has an or-
ange West Bank I.D. Ali, 
their son born of parents 
with different cards has 
no I.D. at all. Sawahreh, 

was always one village 
where families could visit 
each other. Because of the 
wall, Sawahreh is now di-
vided into three parts. It 
is illegal for Musa, with 
his West Bank I.D., to go 
to the other side of the 
village to see his family 
and friends and cultivate 
the land his family owns. 
These same people, who 
speak fluent Hebrew, 
used to be employed by 
the Israelis. 

Since the last intifada, 
hardly anyone works and 
their movements are re-
stricted to a very small 
area. These people can 
see the Old City and the 
Dome of the Rock from 
their home, but this is all 
out of reach. Fortunately 
there are Israeli peace 
organizations who rec-
ognize this injustice and 
are working with others 
to demonstrate against 
the wall and the occupa-
tion as a means to get 
Israel to loosen up on its 
restrictions. 

Seeing the the wall 
and its impact was a gut 
wrenching experience 
for me. 

Clint Rohr, a resident 
of St. Jacobs, recently re-
turned from a visit to the 
West Bank. 

www.woolwichobserver.com

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: 519-669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: 519-669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

All of our Travel Contest
winners get a snazzy Observer
T-Shirt - come down and pick 

your shirt up today!

Your Observer—
an essential part
of any vacation.

BERT & NAOMI FREY ON HOLIDAY WITH THEIR 
FRIENDS DON & BETTY CLUMMER.
	 	 NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

BILL & BETH McCLURE OF ELMIRA CELEBRATE THEIR 
65TH ANNIVERSARY WITH 17 FAMILY MEMBERS FROM 
ACROSS FOUR GENERATIONS AND HALF THE COUNTRY.
  COMOX, VANCOUVER ISLAND

PAUL HOFFER & DAVE GINGRICH, SEPTEMBER, 2006.
  BransOn, MISSOURI

LOIS FOELL & DEBBIE DECKERT, TOURING CASTLES 
FOR THEIR SUMMER VACATION
	 	 SCOTLAND

BRYAN & LINDA HODGERF AND DARLENE & 
BRIAN REINER OF ARTHUR ROAD, HEIDELBERG.
  ThE yUKON & ALASKA

What do all these 
globetrotters have

 in common? 
The good sense to 

bring their favourite  
community paper 

along  as a travelling 
companion.
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“You’re part of the family”
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519 578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

Ticket Centre Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

TICKETS START AT  $49 | GROUPS OF 15+ SAVE 10%  

THE PERFECT
GIFT!
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It stands there silently 
as a testament to dili-
gent workmanship and 

communal resolve, and 
it’s earned a spot in the 
hearts of area residents 
as well as in the annals of 
local history. 

For West Montrose’s 
George Jupp, the cov-
ered bridge, known as 
the Kissing Bridge, is a 
landmark he holds dear. 
Even so, the longtime 
resident believes that 
the structure is both 
undervalued and under 
protected. Looking to 
change things around, 
the retired Budd Au-
tomotive worker and 
jack-of-all trades, built 
a scale model (1:48) of 
the bridge hoping that a 
sense of nostalgia would 
spark a move to preserve 
the structure. 

“The bridge was in such 
bad repair that I thought, 
‘well, I’m going to make 
a model before it disap-
pears, and then they were 
talking about tearing the 
bridge down instead of 
repairing it, so I think I 
stirred up a little bit by 
going up there in Elmira 
and asking a hell of a lot 
of questions and trying to 
get information and tell-
ing them why I wanted 
it,” he chuckled.

The 60.35-metre span was 
built in 1881 by John Bear 
and his brother Benjamin. 
It was later covered to 
protect the wooden floor-
ing and frame against the 
harsh Ontario elements. 
Replacing an earlier bridge 
built over the Grand River, 
Bear’s creation cost a total 
of $3,197.50.

Kissing Bridge marks 
125th anniversary

West Montrose resident’s scale model a tribute to an important piece of local history
The bridge came un-

der the jurisdiction of 
Waterloo County, and 
was subsequently en-
trusted into provincial 
hands in 1937, when the 
government of Ontario 
assumed responsibility 
for the Guelph-Elmira 
Road.

Despite the fact that the 
bridge is no longer in 
mint condition after 125 
long years, it has stood 
the test of time and cli-
mate. It underwent a 
renovation project in 
1999 when the floor and 
sub-structure were sub-
sequently rebuilt and re-
inforced. 

Jupp’s impressive scale 
model matches the real 
bridge to a T, and he 
knows this for certain 
because he obtained a 
copy of the official blue-
prints from the provin-
cial archives in Toronto.

Perhaps the most re-
markable characteristic 
surrounding Jupp’s cre-
ation is that he was never 
trained or employed as a 
professional woodworker, 
nor was the craft one of 
his hobbies: building the 
bridge was simply born 
out of the desire to record 
local history and make a 
point about its heritage.

“I told them, ‘I want 
to build a model before 
the bridge falls down,’” 
said the 79-year-old who 
moved to West Montrose 
from Elmira when he was 
six years of age.

Jupp’s model bridge 
was preceded by another, 
short-lived attempt.

“I worked on it for a 
couple of weeks and then 
I thought, ‘ah, that’s not 
detailed enough, so I just 
scrapped it and went out-

right from the blueprint 
– every last piece is in 
there,” said Jupp, noting 
that everything in the 
model – from the shut-
ters to the tide bars and 
from the abutments to 
the braces – is a piece-for-
piece replica of the larger 
bridge.

“I started that project, 
it wasn’t going to be as 
near as elaborate as it is 
and there were people 
suggesting, ‘you should 
put this on, you should do 
that.’ Well, the first model 
I started, it ended in the 
scrap. And then I started 
over again when I decided 
to get the blueprints and 
then I went from that. I 
found it every interest-
ing,” said Jupp, adding 
that he spent approxi-
mately 1,000 hours build-
ing the model.

While Jupp’s replica has 
made several public ap-
pearances throughout the 
region, including stints 
at the library and several 
area stores, it has yet to 
find a permanent public 
home; he would, ultimate-
ly, like to see it in a place 
where the public can en-
joy it.

“I just wish the town-
ship had a museum in it. 
That’s where it would go,” 
said Jupp, noting that he 
was approached by the 
township and offered a 
place of safekeeping for 
the model.

“If they had a decent 
place to put it, well, they 
told me, ‘oh, why not put 
it in the township hall. 
Well, who would see it? 
Except the councillors 
and that would be it. That 
isn’t what I’m interested 
in. I’d like it where people 
could see it,” he said.

PHOTOS BY JASON KIEFER

DESIREE FINHERT

ALL TOGETHER NOW Wintry weather set a seasonal mood as Phyllis Chapman led the annual carol sing 
at the West Montrose Covered Bridge Dec. 6.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING West Montrose’s George Jupp 
thinks the covered bridge is worth looking after. He built a 
scale model (right) of the bridge hoping to foster a township-
led sense of pride about the 125-year-old structure.



32    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • DECEMBER 9, 2006

New initiatives connect farming, food and health
Innovative ideas are needed to combat soaring obesity rates

FAMILYALBUM
BIRTHDAY

Your first milestone.
Turning 25 is another.

Happy Birthday
Ames!

Love Mom, Dad, Jason, 
Heatley, Stephen & Pam

ENGAGEMENT

Murray & Leslie Esbaugh 
are thrilled to announce 
the upcoming marriage 

of their daughter Amy to 
Jason Hamburger, son of 
Peter Hamburger & Linda 
Dammeier of Kitchener. 

Best Wishes to you both!

Martin, Landyn Richard
On Wednesday, November 29, 2006. Landyn Martin born on August 

14, 2006. Beloved son of Lindsey and Floyd of Elmira.
Dear grandson of Richard and Brenda Sokolowski of Elmira and Cleason 

and Erma Martin of R.R. #2, Wallenstein and great grandson of Louise 
Letson of Elmira and the late Ronald Letson and Elmer Martin of R.R. #2, 
Wallenstein and the late Elmeda Martin. Landyn is lovingly remembered 
by his many aunts, uncles and their families.

The family received their friends and relatives at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira on Saturday from 2-4 p.m. where the funeral service was 
held in the funeral home chapel on Sunday, December 3, 2006 at 1:30 
p.m. with the Rev. Dr. Linda J. Bell officiating followed by interment in 
the Elmira Union Cemetery.

In his memory, donations to Children’s Wish Foundation would be 
appreciated by the family as expressions of sympathy.

OBITUARY

THANK YOU

POND
Special thank you to 

staff and friends at the 
Bank of Montreal in 
Elmira for the retirement 
celebration held for me. 

I would also like to 
thank staff and custom-
ers for the gifts, cards, 
and well wishes I re-
ceived that day. 

It was a day surround-
ed by friendships and 
memories. A day I will 
remember for a long 
time.

Thank you.
Karen

BEECHEY, Marcella Lidwina (Hergott) 
It is with sorrow, we announce the 
passing of our beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, and friend 
on Wednesday, December 6, 2006, at her 
residence.

GADEK, Jan  
At Twin Oaks of Maryhill, on Saturday, 
November 25, 2006. Jan Gadek age 87.

HOFSTETTER, Arnold Ray 
Passed away peacefully, after a brief ill-
ness, on December 3, 2006, at Grand Riv-
er hospital, in his 83rd year. Local relatives 
are daughter Judy Link and her husband 
Ralph of Maryhill.

MARTIN, Landyn Richard  
On Wednesday, November 29, 2006. 
Landyn Martin born August 14, 2006. Be-
loved son of Lindsey and Floyd of Elmira.

DEATH NOTICE

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

FELLOWSHIP •WORSHIP • FAITH • SPIRITUAL • COMMUNITY
                  LOCAL CHURCH                                SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

157 David Street, Wellesley • 519-656-2700

Pastors: Julie Ellison White & Ray Martin

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 519-664-2311

Upbeat Family 
Worship & 

Sunday School 
10:00 am

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale • 519-744-7447
www.kcf.org   •  Pastor Steve Fleming

“Building Relationships with God, 
One Another and the World”

Sundays at 8:30 am & 11 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Impact Youth Fridays at 7:30 pm
Twenty20 Young Adults (2nd & 4th Sunday) at 7:30 pm

Wheelchair accessible • Nursery Care provided • Hearing Assisted

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday December 10th, 2006
9:15 am & 11:00 am

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459

SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 2006

St. Aidan’s 
Anglican
Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira • 519-669-8479

Service 10:30 a.m.

Priest:
Reverend Canon 

David Hartrey

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE LOOK AT

“God’s Gifts at Christmas”
THIS SUNDAY

The Gift of Messiness

“A different way of doing church”

“The Promised Peace”

Christmas Eve - “Letters At Christmas”
5:15 pm & 7:00 pm

Emmanuel
Evangelical Missionary Church - Elmira

2 First St., Elmira • 519-669-5030

9:30am:
Sunday School 

10:45am:
Sunday Worship

“A family of 
caring believers...” Calvary United

St. Jacobs

Welcome to

FREE Urantia Book
for first time attendees

Pastor Kevin Presseault

For Spiritual Rejuvenation
and Hope come study the 
Urantia Book with us.

For Dates and Time 
please visit 

www.K-WUrantiaSociety.com
Upcoming Topics Include:

The Birth and Early 
Childhood of Jesus

Can Angels Write?

9:30 am 
Sunday Worship

10:45 am 
Sunday School 

for all ages

Wellesley
Mennonite
Church

Who wants to be a 
wet blanket during 
the holidays and 

preach about the need for 
sensible eating? Not me.

So, I’ll do it now, before 
the holidays start. 

Actually, there’ll be no 
preaching from me this 
year, other than my ongo-
ing plea to avoid dough-
nuts, deep-fried French 
fries and anything that 
lists partially hydrogenat-
ed vegetable oil as a main 
ingredient. 

Oh, yes, and smoking.
We’re never done pursu-

ing good health until we 
take our last breath. And 
maybe the fact that de-
mographically, there are 
more of us on that slow and 
reluctant march to what-
ever comes next, is why 
we’ve become more pas-

sionate about what we eat. 
Aging baby boomers are 
accelerating their interest 
in their food, and are grow-
ing more fearful of what 
they’re swallowing, liter-
ally and figuratively.

For example, earlier this 
week a report from the 
Washington, D.C.-based 
Pew Initiative on Food 
Biotechnology showed 
the number of Americans 
who believe genetically 
modified food is unsafe has 
risen almost 10 per cent 
over the past five years. 
And those who consider it 
safe has dropped from 48 
per cent in 2001 to 34 per 
cent now. The same ratio 
may not apply in Canada, 
but it’s reasonable to sug-
gest a similar pattern has 
emerged here, or will.  

There’s no rational or 

practical reason for this 
trend, other than fear of ill 
health. No new studies have 
surfaced showing geneti-
cally modified foods cause 
problems. Farmers in On-
tario grow safe, healthy 
food, using less pesticides 
than ever (in part, because 
they’re growing certain 
genetically modified crops 
that require fewer chemi-
cals). Scientists continue 
finding ways to incorpo-
rate favourable traits into 
food so consumers can get 
added health benefits in 
their diets. But nonethe-
less, polarization grows 
between those who accept 

genetically modified food, 
and those who don’t.

Against this backdrop, 
chronic obesity rages on, 
like a plague. Health care 
costs soar as the system 
spends more and more 
time and money treating 
obesity-related problems. 
And the prognosis is ter-
rible. Obesity has become 
such a part of our culture 
that we’ve dragged our 
kids into the abyss as well. 
Almost 30 per cent of On-
tario children and youth 
are overweight or obese.

So, we turn to the govern-
ment for direction, like 
we always so, even though 
this is a problem for every 
household and every fam-
ily to deal with.  

And fortunately, the gov-
ernment is responding. 

For example, at this year’s 
Royal Agricultural Winter 
Fair, Leona Dombrowsky, 
Ontario’s Minister of Ag-
riculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs, announced the 
province was dedicating al-
most $1 million to help the 
fair and Ontario Agri-Food 
Education Inc. promote 
Ontario agriculture’s role 
in contributing to health 
and wellness. The money 
will be used to further en-
hance the fair’s “Journey 
To Your Good Health” ex-
hibit, which educates the 
Royal’s 300,000 visitors 
about health and nutri-
tion through interactive 
displays, product sampling 
and live presentations.  

Also worth noting is the 
Canadian Obesity Net-
work, based out of Hamil-
ton (www.obesitynetwork.
ca), a high-energy initia-
tive with one of the most 
interactive Web sites imag-
inable. Led by anti-obesity 
expert Dr. Arya Sharma, 

the network focuses the 
expertise and dedication 
of more than 1,000 member 
researchers, clinicians, al-
lied health care providers 
and other professionals 
with an interest in obesity. 

Staying active is Shar-
ma’s mantra. His favourite 
line: “Walk your dog every 
day, even if you don’t have 
a dog.”

The bottom line is that we 
have a huge problem and 
governments are trying to 
provide some motivation. 
But ultimately, it’s up to us 
to make the right choices 
about what we eat, and 
what we do. Eating sensi-
bly most the time and stay-
ing active gives us the rope 
we need to eat less sensibly 
on occasion. Like dur-
ing the holidays. If some 
indulgence is inevitable, 
let’s take some measures 
to handle it, perhaps with 
smaller portions.

And don’t forget to walk 
the dog.       

Our famous one-liner...

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, Ontario  N3B 1Z9 tel: 519.669.5790
1.888.966.5942

• 4x the circulation of the ‘competition’
• all advertising available online
• everybody has free access to newspaper

Observer classifieds 
working for You!
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REALESTATE
Coach House Realty 

 Inc. Brokerage
OFFICE PHONE: 519-343-2124

159 William St., Palmerston (Across from Home Hardware)

GREAT FAMILY HOME! Must See! Spa-
cious kitchen w/lots of cupboards, 3 bed-
rms, newer laundryrm, diningrm has built-
in cabinets, livingrm w/walkout to great 
deck & yard. This could be the one! Call 
Edith McArthur, Sales Rep, 519-638-2509 
to view. MLS 0637585.

$156,900

IMMACULATE RAISED BUNGALOW 
2+2 bedrms, 2 baths, great back yard 
backing onto greenspace. Features include 
finished basement w/familyrm 2 bedrms & 
bathrm, water softener, dishwasher, cent air, 
gas heat, patio, oversized garage. You’ll like 
it! Call Marg Sorensen, Sales Rep, 519-343-
4489. MLS 0631611.$239,000

3 BEDROOM 1.5 bath, home w/recent 
renovations including windows, roof, 
kitchen & more. Hardwood throughout, 
ample sized rooms, great lot, deck, cov-
ered front porch, good location, lots of 
street appeal. Call Kathy Robinson, Sales 
Rep, 519-343-4816. MLS 0641023.$182,500

Helping you is what we do.

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

519-669-3192www.Royallepage.ca/Elmira

OFFICE LOCATED AT 90 EARL MARTIN DR., UNIT 1, ELMIRA

Elmira@Royallepage.ca

*SALES REPRESENTATIVE ** BROKER OF RECORD

$259,000, DRAYTON This 
gorgeous Victorian home 
has 4 levels of living space, 
natural woodwork, hardwood 
flooring and a spacious yard 
featuring a water fountain 
and charming perennial gar-
dens! MLS.

VICTORIAN CHARM

$459,900, HAWKESVILLE Rustic 
beauty on a picturesque lot! At-
tractive open concept kitchen, 
dining, and great room! Gor-
geous floor to ceiling fieldstone 
fireplace, 2nd floor open loft, 
finished basement w/walkout, 
1+2 bedrooms, pine flooring, 
spacious deck, and MORE! MLS.

QUEBECOIS STYLE LOG HOME

$454,900, ELMIRA Gorgeous 
bungalow with dbl french 
doors to open concept great 
room, dining room, and kitch-
en, mainflr master bdrm, huge 
finished rec room with attrac-
tive oak bar and wood stove, 3 
season sunroom with hot tub, 
and in-ground pool! MLS.

EXECUTIVE BUNGALOW!

$359,900, ELMIRA Gorgeous bun-
galow on 55.77’x131’ lot, beautiful 
oak kitchen with walk-in pantry & is-
land, open concept dining room, and 
great room! Main floor master bed-
room with 3-piece ensuite, 4 bed-
rooms with 2 up & 2 down, newly 
finished rec room with gas fireplace. 
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED! MLS.

EXQUISITE BUNGALOW

Carolyn Sullivan*

Darren Romkey*

Dale Keller*

Laurie Langdon*

Shanna Rozema*

Sharon Farr*

Bonnie Brubacher**

Monique Brubacher*

ELMIRA
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

$279,900, ELMIRA Attractive 
Cape Cod style home with 
beautiful great room, spa-
cious dining room & living 
room w/fireplace, hardwood 
floors, deck w/hot tub, fin-
ished rec room, 3+2 bdrms. 
MUST SEE! MLS.

CHARM AND BEAUTY

4.7 ACRES, $599,900
Beautiful country setting along Grand River between 
West Montrose and Elora. 2 storey, four bedroom home 
with pool and barn. Call to view 519-669-2219.

COUNTRY PROPERTY

LOTS FOR SALE Country Lots 40 to 45 minutes from K/W or Guelph. 
They are located in the small hamlet of Carthage. Enjoy the gorgeous 
sunsets in a quiet, tranquil setting. Individual well and septic. Great 
opportunity to build your own house or get us to customize a home for 
you. For more information please call Leon. Excl.

LEON MARTIN
Broker

 BERT MARTIN
Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., BROKERAGE

4-B Arthur St. S.,
ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

519-669-5426

®

CUL-DE-SAC! Great bungalow 
with second storey addition backing 
to farm land offers over 3,000 s/f 
of living space. Two walk-outs to 
patio, deck and large yard with in-
ground pool, three bathrooms and 
finished basement. MLS $359,900. 
Call Bert to view.

BUNGALOW! Beautiful home 
backing to green space and pond. 
Open stairway to finished basement 
featuring fireplace, walkout and 
two bedrooms. Main floor laundry, 
two bathrooms, open concept. MLS 
$294,900. Call Bert to view.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

LILA
BILLING
Broker

Res: 519-669-0933

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

DRAYTON BUNGALOW — A perfect 
place to retire! Quiet neighbourhood. 
Open concept. Maple kitchen. Great 
room w/fireplace & w/O to deck. Main 
flr. laundry. Ensuite bath. 3rd bedrm 
fin. in lower level. MLS $237,900.

ALLI
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

6 ACRE Country Property. 6 yrs. old. 
Stunning maple kitch. (hardwood flr.) w/
o to deck. Main floor office. Impressive 9' 
ceilings (main flr.) FOUR bdrms. 3 baths. 
Main flr. laundry & washroom. Gas heat. 
MLS REDUCED TO $384,900.

BROKERAGE

CHARMING OLDER HOME wood 
floors. walkout to deck from kitchen 
and off large dining room. FOUR bdrms. 
Rec. room. Gas heat. Steel roof. Updated 
bath. Brick driveway. MLS $239,900.

BACKS TO OPEN SPACE Cherry kitchen 
w/island. w/O to deck and fenced 
yard. Gas fireplace. Cheater ensuite 
- w/whirlpool & separate shower. Rec. 
room, 4th bdrm. & 3 pc. bath. Central air. 
HEATED dble garage. MLS $259,900.

GREAT PLACE TO RETIRE! Both
levels renovated. Hardwood, ceramic 
& new carpets. New kitchen. Main flr 
laundry. Updated windows, shingles, 
furnace & central air. Finished bsmt. 
MLS $289,900.

THE GREATEST RESULTS
WHEN SELLING YOUR HOME

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Dec. 21: the longest 
night of the year. 
For many people, it 

is merely a countdown to 
Christmas morning; a pre-
cursor to good times spent 
with family and friends.

Unfortunately for others, 
however, it is often a time 
of grief, full of sad memo-
ries, of loneliness and 
hard times. 

To help those suffering 
during this holiday sea-
son, three area congrega-
tions will host the second 

annual Longest Night ser-
vice on Dec. 21 at St Mat-
thews Lutheran Church 
in Conestogo. 

“Christmas can be a sad 
time of the year – espe-
cially if someone’s died, 
or your partner’s walked 
out, or your company de-
cides to downsize – so a lot 
of people, they’re feeling 
blue, and it’s not some-
thing they can get into, the 
spirit of Christmas,” said 
event spokesperson Helen 
Csont.

Bloomingdale Menno-
nite Church, Blooming-
dale United Church and 

St. Matthews will host the 
Christmas service that is 
open to the community 
at large. It is for everyone 
and anyone – religious or 
not – who might feel in 
need of fellowship and sol-
ace, said Csont.

“[It’s] a church service 
to acknowledge the lone-
liness and blue feelings 
around Christmas. 

“It has lovely music, it’s 
a nice atmosphere; it was 
really well received last 
year,” said Csont, noting 

Groups offer strategies for coping with the longest night
Three area churches plan service to  lighten up the darkest day of the year

that last year’s service 
brought out 40 to 50 people. 

“It’s a meaningful expe-
rience of worship and mu-
sic.”

The reflection service 
starts at 7 p.m., and will be 
followed by refreshments 
and fellowship. 

A similar event will also 
take place at the Junction 
in Elmira on Dec. 10 at 
7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Elmira District Ministe-
rial Association, the com-
munity memorial event 

will also be geared to-
wards those people griev-
ing throughout the holiday 
season. The service will 
include silent reflection, 
as well as some readings 
and singing, and will be 
followed by refreshments.

“The most obvious type 
of person we’re trying to 
reach out to is people who 
have lost a loved one over 
the past year, but really, 
somebody who’s griev-
ing, whether they’ve lost 
a loved one or maybe they 

lost a relationship or a 
dream of some kind, and 
it’s emotionally difficult 
for them,” said Pastor Ken 
Driedger.

“The holiday season is 
difficult, all around peo-
ple are celebrating and if 
you’re grieving you don’t 
feel like celebrating – it 
makes grieving even more 
difficult so we’re trying to 
put that kind of a grief and 
loss experience into the 
context of the Christmas 
season.” 
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 REGIONBULLETIN

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs, 

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

NaNcy Koebel
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 217

Home: 519-747-4388

SaNdi Radcliffe
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 312 

Home: 519-669-8944

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess.

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca
Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Sharon Gingrich
519-291-6763

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY

OR NEW BABY?

390 ARTHUR ST. S., 519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL 

• PROPANE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

Romantic love is more powerful than the maternal instinct?

T: 519-669-2033
Cell: 519-581-7868

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
PERSONALIZED SERVICE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Rugs & Upholstery

1101 Rivers Edge Drive
West Montrose, ON N0B 2V0

Colleen

Elmira
Truck

Service
Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management

519-669-5377

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE, NATURAL GAS
AND AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519-664-2008 
1-800-410-1141

SANYO
CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   519-669-1591

Home
Auto
Life
RRSP
Business
Farm
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison
Agent/Owner

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
25 Industrial Dr., Elmira, On  N3B 3K3

Bus.: 519-669-2632  Fax: 519-669-4282
After Hours Emergency Services: 1-800-465-2667

email: allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
Internet: www.cooperators.ca

C o n s t r u c t i v e 
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

KEITH BLAIR B.Sc., DD
MYLAN TRAM-BLAIR DD

519-884-9298
28 Young St. E. Waterloo

Let us make you smile!

10
Years

For All Your Denture Needs
New Patients Always Welcome

MILLWRIGHTS
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

519-669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

Q.  This human universal dif-
fers little from culture to cul-
ture or by age, gender or eth-
nicity and is generally marked 
by obsession and “a state of 
need.”  More than an emotion, 
it’s a primary motivational 
system with goal-oriented 
behaviors, associated with 
activity in the brain’s pleasure 
and reward centers.
Thwart satisfaction of this 
basic drive and its “dark side” 
may appear, sparking inap-
propriate, even dangerous 
efforts to attain the goal, and 
culminating in feelings of de-
pression and hopelessness. 
What is this singular interper-
sonal experience?

A. It’s romantic love, as 
described by anthropolo-
gist Helen Fisher in The 
New Psychology of Love.  

Like thirst and the need 
for warmth, it can rarely 
be extinguished until 
satisfied and is stronger 

than the sex drive or ma-
ternal instinct (which 
can often be redirected).  

“Few people whose 
sexual advances are re-
jected kill themselves or 
someone else, whereas 
rejected lovers in cul-
tures around the world 
commit suicide or homi-
cide.”

Love’s elevated brain 
activity, as shown by 
MRI, may help explain 
“frustration attraction”-
-why disappointed lov-
ers begin to love their 
rejecting partner even 
more.  When a reward is 
delayed, reward-expect-
ing neurons actually 
PROLONG their activity, 
says Fisher.  

Frustration attraction 
may at first seem mal-
adaptive but its intense 
energy and extreme mo-
tivation can be useful bi-

ological tools for regain-
ing a beloved.  Provided 
of course no one gets shot 
in the meantime.
Q.  What’s the uppitty Eng-
lish “up”-word been up to? 

A.  Meanings a-plenty 
or no meaning at all, 
says Richard Lederer 
in A Man of My Words.  
Think of call up, beat up, 
warm up, speak up, show 
up, crack up (a car or at 
a joke).

Often the little word 
is superfluous, as when 
we light up a cigar, lock 
up the house, polish 
up the silver.  Looking 
up a chimney means 
one thing, looking up a 
friend another, looking 

up a word still another.  
Same when we make up 

a bed, story, face, mind.
Winding up a watch 

starts it, winding up a 
meeting stops it.  Is hold-
ing up a partner on a ten-
nis court a plus or minus?  
Paradoxically, we can 
walk up and down the 
aisle at the same time, or 
slow up and down.  

Really mixed up:  a 
house doesn’t really 
burn up but down, we 
don’t throw up but out 
and down, don’t pull up 
a chair but pull it along, 
says Lederer.  Upshot:  
Don’t give up, but do be 
up for “up”!
Q.  One domain where you 

wouldn’t expect “force 
equals mass times accelera-
tion” to come into play is in 
brassiere design.  But, oh, if 
you’ve kept up with devel-
opments...

A.  Add together the 
obesity epidemic, estro-
gens in birth-control 
pills, plus popular im-
plants and the average 
bra size for women in 
the U.S. has gone from 
34B to 36C in the last 15 
years, says Anne Cassel-
man in The Physics of... 
Bras in Discover maga-
zine.  

A pair of D-cups weigh 
15-23 pounds, like car-
rying around two small 
turkeys.  Little wonder 
many women have given 
up exercising, further 
bumping up their size.  

Enter biomechanics ex-
perts who studied mam-
mary motion by having 

test women run on tread-
mills.  

“In some cases, breasts 
can slap against the 
chest with enough force 
to break the clavicle (col-
larbone).” 

Bra designers have 
responded, analyzing 
breast sag (a complex is-
sue) and sections:  the 15-
20 lobes include lobules, 
bulbs, ducts, plus size-
determining fat, with 
ligaments seemingly the 
primary support. 

 Hence the need for en-
capsulation bras, com-
pression bras, sports 
bras, ones with gel and 
water pads, and with air 
bags that can be pumped 
up. 

One company has even 
worked on a “smart” bra 
for sensing movement 
and adjusting tightness 
and heft.

Denture

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.
KITCHENER

519-744-9770

Since 1987 - DentureTech
        1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service 
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Free COnSuLtAtIOn

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA

519-669-1535

Daily
Woolwich Seniors Association -  Join us daily 
and participate in a wide range of activities 
including snooker, quilting, movies, bridge, 
fitness and more! For more information call 
519-669-5044. 24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira. 

Daily
Dinosaurs, Rocks, Minerals and More – Open 
daily, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; free; Earth Sciences 
Museum, University of Waterloo, Waterloo. 519-
888-4567 ext. 32469.

December 8
Wellesley Santa Claus Parade – 6:45 p.m. Start 
at Wellesley Public School, down Nafziger Road 
to the arena. 

December 9
Christmas Cookie Walk at Gale Presbyterian 
Church from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.; 20 kinds 
of cookies at $3.50 per dozen, candy, Christmas 
pudding and tarts. Bring your own container. 

Second Annual Breakfast With Santa & Silent 
Auction 9 a.m. – noon. Come out and meet 
Santa, Mrs. Claus and their elves. Breakfast 
served 9 a.m.  – noon, Santa & Mrs. Claus arrive 
at 9:30. Crafts for the kids, breakfast – pancakes, 
sausage, scrambled eggs and drink $4 per person.  
Breakfast tickets available at Home Hardware, St. 
Jacobs. Free admission. Proudly sponsored by 
the St. Jacobs Optimist Club. 

St. Agatha Santa Claus Parade – 1 p.m. Start 
at St. Ann Ave., down Wilma St., ending at 
Community Centre. 

December 10
Annual Christmas Sing Along and Bake Sale 7 p.m., 
Chalmers Presbyterian Church, Winterbourne. Music 
by “Monday Night Jam Club.” Free-will offering. 

Gilbert & Sullivan Ensemble “The Best Gift Of All” 
2 and 7 p.m. Christmas concert $15. Waterloo North 
Mennonite Church. Call 744-3146 or 895-2910. 

December 13 
Elmira Businesswomen’s Breakfast Club 7:30 a.m. at 
Chef Dierre’s place, 4 William St., Elmira (across from 
Elmira IGA). Expecting company over the holidays? 
Chef supreme, Dierre Acheson will give us some easy 
entertaining tips. Cost $10. 

December 16 
St. Clements Santa Claus Parade – 1 p.m. Start at 
Hergott Roadd ending at Peter Street, St. Clements. 

Meet the Nutcracker Prince and Sugar Plum Fairy 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Donations to food bank appreciated. 
Inspirations Dancewear, 54 Queen St. S., Kitchener. 
519-743-6699.

December 17
Dessert Café! Elmira Theatre company fundraiser at 
new theatre – 76 Howard Ave., Elmira. Entertainment 
by ETC members and friends; $5 at door includes 
beverage and $1 for dessert plate. All proceeds to our 
building fund. For more info call 519-669-3230.

December 22
H.U.G. S. Program 9:15-11 a.m. Childcare begins at 
9:30. For parents and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: 
cookie swap, social time. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre. 
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DESIREE FINHERT 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two young Winterbourne 
girls are getting a taste 
of life on the other side 

of the student-teacher rela-
tionship. 

Lindsey Anderson and Al-
lison Rush are a few weeks 
into their stint as choreogra-
phers of Foundation Christian 
School’s first Christmas musi-
cal. The Grade 8 students can 
now relate to the trials and 
tribulations of attempting to 
keep a group of young people 
focused and on track.

“Some of the girls are stick-
ing out their tongues,” said 
Anderson following a rehears-
al. “It’s so hard to get them to 
stand in one spot and trying to 
get them to do what we want 
them to do properly instead of 
all sloppy.”

The two students have been 
running rehearsals for the 
school’s production of Candy 
Cane Lane: A Recipe for Life 
since the end of November – 
trying to teach their peers two 
dance numbers for the Dec. 20 
show.

For Anderson, a dancer since 
age six, putting moves to mu-
sic comes easily. 

“Once I start hearing the 
music, what happens to me is 
I start getting these visions 
in my head of what the girls 
could do,” she said. “It’s natu-
ral to me, so it’s quite easy. 
Once I hear the music I can 
start getting more ideas into 
my head.”

For her partner, coordinat-
ing the steps comes with the 
added challenge of being a new 
dancer. 

“It is sometimes difficult 
though,” said Rush, who took 
jazz and ballet lessons last 
year and has moved onto lyri-
cal and hip hop training this 
year.

“I’ve had dance experience 
when I’m older, so not when 
I was in Grades 1 and 2 like 
the girls are,” she said of her 
pupils. “In my mind I’m com-
ing up with stuff that is pretty 
hard for them so I have to tone 
in down.”

Basically, the Anderson-
Rush combo is teaching turns, 

Facing the music
Winterbourne students choreograph FCS Christmas production

QUIET AGAIN Shawn 
Reinhart (right), Spencer 
Schmidt and Sean Jaworski 
get on top of schoolwork 
during lunch hour Nov. 30 
in the newly reconstructed 
library at Elmira District 
Secondary School. The 
library was completed  in 
November after 10 months 
of construction, which 
also saw the installation 
of a new heating and 
ventilation system and 
elevator.

RENOvaTIONS 
WRap up aT 
HIgH SCHOOL 

arm movements and simple 
steps for the musical number 
Sweet Dreams – theme to The 
Dance of the Sugar Plum Fair-
ies from Tchaikovsky’s The 
Nutcracker. 

“I’m doing it with ballet with 
a bit of lyrical,” said Rush. 
“Lyrical is a mixture between 
ballet and jazz so it’s not as 
up and proper, but more flow-
ing. I think it’s easier for them 
because they don’t have to be 
perfect.”

A jazzy 1950s number will 
show off a few popular dance 
crazes from the era and a hand 
jive may make an appearance. 

All will add up to a whimsi-

cal story about three siblings 
who fall asleep while worried 
about baking a cake for Christ-
mas morning. 

Similar to The Nutcracker 
ballet, the children encounter 
wonderful characters in their 
sleep who guide them through 
a dreamscape filled with fa-
miliar songs and lively dance 
sequences. 

During their journey the 
children learn the “Recipe for 
Life” and the cake is made in 

the fantasy land, explained di-
rector Angelika Werner.

“When they wake up, the 
characters that they have 
met are actually their family 
who bring the cake with them 
to visit,” said Werner. “The 
character Ginger says ‘Well, I 
couldn’t sleep last night and I 
had some unexpected help.’ So 
the cake is finished and it’s a 
question of was it a dream or 
was it real.”

The 40-minute song-and-

dance is performed by almost 
all of the new school’s 50 stu-
dents, with many taking on 
vocal solo and lead roles. 
Foundation Christian School 
was established in the former 
Winterbourne Public School 
this fall. 

Candy Cane Lane: A Recipe 
for Life will be performed at 
Waterloo Mennonite Brethren 
Church Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. Ad-
mission is by free-will offer-
ing. 

PHOTOS BY DESIREE FINHERT

ON KEY Allison Rush (left) and Lindsey Anderson sing during a noontime rehearsal for Candy Cane Lane: A Recipe for Life at Foundation Christian School. The Grade 8 
students are choreographing the dance routines for the Dec. 20 show. 

GETTING IN STEP Maggie LaRonde (left), Jackie LaRonde, Semara Desmeules, 
Savannah Weber and Amber Pauls rehearse their dance routine for Candy Cane Lane: 
A Recipe for Life at Foundation Christian School Dec. 5.

JASON KIEFER
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Woolwich Community Lions 
Kick Off Sightfirst II Campaign

Woolwich Community Lions have committed along with Lions Clubs all over the world to stamp 
out early childhood blindness and provide help for the visually impaired. We have been involved with 
the SIGHTFIRST PROGRAM since we chartered in 2003. We have extended our commitment to 
Sight Conservation through the SIGHTFIRST II CAMPAIGN. Thousands each year are provided 
with free quality eye care, eyeglasses, Braille-writers, large print texts, white canes and Guide dogs.

Our District A-15 has its own mobile vision screening machines which can detect a variety of 
conditions and are taken to the schools in our area. Our club is involved in helping with the eye 
screening of the students. If a problem is detected the parents are contacted and advised to see a 
specialist for further diagnoses, which has been the case in some of our screening. If these young 
students had not been screened and further treatment done, they could have been one of thousands 
of visually impaired or blind children of the world.

“Eyeglass Collection” is another way we help. We have several eyeglass drop-off boxes located 
around the area, so please don’t throw your old glasses away as we would be happy to receive them. 
All types of eyeglasses and sunglasses —prescription and non-prescription— are acceptable. Also 
soft eyeglass cases, safety glasses and uncut lenses are collected as well. The collected eyeglasses are 
then shipped to the Eyeglass Distribution Centre in Calgary, Alberta. They are cleaned, repaired and 
prescriptions are determined by a lens meter. In 1996 Lions arranged for volunteers at the Calgary 
Correctional Centre to process the used eyeglasses. A Correctional Officer oversees the volunteers. 
In 2001 the prisoners processed their one millionth pair of glasses. In 2003-04, 317,017 pairs of 
glasses were collected and 301,441 were distributed to those in need by Lions volunteers and other 
organizations hosting missions in developing countries.

“Lions Eye Banks” are another way Lions help. Thousands of free professional glaucoma screenings 
and corneal transplants are made possible each year. Calgary, Alberta, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan along 
with Winnipeg, Manitoba house our Canadian Lions Eye Banks. Woolwich Community Lions also 
help finance the blind and visually impaired through our Guide Dog Walk and the Dog Training 
School which is located in Oakville, Ontario. We have held two Guide Dog walks and in total have 
raised over $10,000 to help train a dog at this facility. Our club has committed to finance a Vision 
Dog this year already in the program and see it through until it graduates with recipient. Vision Dogs 
are in high demand, and the list keeps growing. Our Dog Guide Walk will be held Sun. June 3, 
2007, 9:00 am, so get your pledge sheet and come for a walk. Lions also volunteer as puppy handlers 
for the training school for the first 7 months or so of their lives until they go for their intense training. 
You often see them around with their green training jackets on.

LIONS do make a difference and “SO CAN YOU”, *One Person At a Time.*
Woolwich Community Lions will be having several fundraisers for “SIGHTFIRST II” 

in several different ways over the next three years and ask for your support to help the 
blind, visually impaired and to stamp out “Early Childhood Blindness.”

SUPPORT
THE
VISION

I support Sightfirst II
LION BEA DECHERT

Woolwich Community Lions

SUPPORT
THE
VISION

I support Sightfirst II
LION NAOMI FREIBURGER

Woolwich Community Lions

519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRA

As our clients 
vary, so do 

their results.

www.herbalmagic.ca

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 6:00pm;  Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Michael lost 
74 pounds 

and
72 inches!

DON’T WEIGHT ANOTHER WEEK
...JOIN TODAY!

“In March 2006 I went into Herbal Magic to get healthier 
and I have never turned back. Even though I am only 

half way through my program I wanted to let 
everyone know how I am doing so far. The 

staff is a great support, they are not only 
helping me lose the weight, they have 

taught me a healthier eating lifestyle. 
I have more energy, more self-
confidence, less aches and pains and 
I like the compliments when others 
notice the weight loss. It has been a 
challenge, but I am succeeding and 
it’s great!! Watch for an update on 
my progress in the new year.“

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Community groups 
that had long 
made after-hours 

use of  school gyms and 
auditoriums may be 
making reappearance 
under a new provincial 
funding plan.

Groups such as Boy 
Scouts and Girl Guides 
have been shying away 
from using school 
facilities for their 
meetings as school boards 
began charging to use 
their buildings. Strapped 
for cash, the boards 
charged increasingly 
higher rental fees.

Now the province wants 

New provincial money being used to eliminate or reduce rental fees
to reverse that trend 
by providing money to 
reduce or eliminate those 
rental fees.

Local school boards 
expect to see $713,420 of  
the $20 million allocated 
for just that purpose.

The new regulations 
make using school facilities 
free for youth groups, with  
nominal fees for adult and 
community groups.

The announcement of  
$508,779 to the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) and 
$204,641 to the Waterloo 
District Catholic School 
Board (WDCSB) came 
after all 72 Ontario school 
boards fell in line with the 
new guidelines Nov. 28. 

“Schools as well as being 
educational institutions 
are community hubs,” 
Kitchener MPP John 
Milloy told the Observer. 
“They are usually very 
prominent places in a 
neighbourhood and have 
the capacity to serve as 
almost 24-hour community 
centres where they can 
be a focus for activities, 
groups, sports and things 
like that. In the past one of  
the things that prevented 
community groups from 
using them was relatively 
high fees. Using this, it 
allows schools to drop 
the fees or even, in cases, 
eliminate them – it opens 
them up to the community. 
Schools really are a 
neighbourhood asset and 
I think we have to ensure 
that they are being fully 
used.” 

The provincial funding 
will allow schools to 
recoup costs from renting 
out their facilities while 
keeping rates attractive 
to interested parties. 
Monies will go toward 
additional heating and 
water costs as well as 
paying janitorial staff  
to clean buildings after 
being used by a club or 
sports team.

Although the new fee 
structure has been posted 
on board Web sites, 
bookings in Woolwich and 
Wellesley township schools 
have remained the same 
despite the lowered cost.  

“In the rural areas the 
schools don’t tend to be used 
as much as in the urban 
areas. They tend to use 
churches to get together. 
The usage in Wellesley and 
Woolwich has stayed much 
the same since the program 
came into place,” explained 
Margaret Coleman, 
WRDSB communications 
officer.

Fund aims to boost community use of schools
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