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Wellesley councillors this week approved May-
or Ross Kelterborn’s request for a pay cut. 
The move reduces the mayor’s annual remu-
neration expense by $4,838.18 for the four-year 

term of this council. As a result, Kelterborn will earn 
$10,000 per year effective immediately. 

For the second consecutive term, the mayor opted not to 
collect a cost-of-living increase of 2.9 per cent that was ap-
plied in 2006. As part of the previous council, Kelterborn 
had voted against a pay increase in September. For Kelter-
born, there was no question about taking a raise.

“It was part of my platform – simple as that,” he told the 
Observer. 

When first elected to the mayor’s job in 2003, Kelterborn 
requested that his remuneration be slashed to $10,000 
from $14,420. 

When the issue of council pay arose in advance of Novem-

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Officials continue 
to investigate the 
cause of the fire 
that destroyed a 

building at a Breslau eques-
trian farm Sunday night. 
Damage was pegged at 
$100,000.

Kelterborn 
refuses 
pay hike 

again
Wellesley mayor forgoes 

almost a third of his salary

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

“I WANT A ...”

Fire destroys equestrian 
farm storage building

Cause remains unknown, damage pegged at 
$100,000 for loss of building, equipment

The large blaze visible from 
Hwy. 7 prompted multiple 
emergency calls, bringing 
firefighters from Maryhill 
and Conestogo to Trakehner 
Stud Farm just before mid-
night Dec. 17. Upon arrival, 
crews found a coverall struc-
ture completely engulfed in 
f lames.

Firefighters spent four 

hours getting the fire under 
control, as some 3,000 bales 
of hay continued to re-ignite. 
Crews finally awoke a nearby 
dairy farmer, Henk Groot-
endorst, to help remove the 
f laming hay bales from the 
already destroyed structure. 
Using a front-end loader, he 
moved the bales outside to be 

DESIREE FINHERTt See INVESTIGATION page 2

I’M LISTENING Miranda Wowk got Santa’s ear at the St. Clements Santa Claus parade Sunday.  Jolly Old Saint Nick had quite an entourage of 
eager fans waiting for a chance to chat about their wish lists in advance of his return on Christmas Eve.

BEING NEIGHBOURLY Dairy farmer Henk Grootendorst helped firefighters 
unload 3,000 bales of smouldering hay while crews gained control of the fire at 
Trakehner Stud Farm Dec. 17.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Specials from December 27 - December 30

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Chicken Wings
Fresh Jumbo

$3.79 lb. Bulk 5 lbs + • $1.89 lb.

80-85% Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.09 lb.

Tray of 16 • $3.59 lb.

Pre-Cooked

Cabbage Rolls
$3.99 lb.

Back Ribs
Frozen Meaty

$4.99 lb.

By the Piece • $3.79 lb.

Prime Rib 
Roasts

Fresh

$6.29 lb.

Store Made Sliced

Peameal Bacon
$4.39 lb.

WITH

www.centre-square.com
Ticket Centre Hours: M - F 10 - 8PM •  SAT 10 - 6PM

519 578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

Thursday,
December 28
2PM & 7:30PM

Adult tickets 
start at $31

Childrens tickets
start at $19

GROUPS 20+:
10% OFF

Share The Magic
and support the work of 

Family & Children’s 
Services of the Waterloo Region.  

Purchase a ticket for $15 and give 

a seat to a child or family who 
might otherwise not be able 

to share The Nutcracker 
magic. Ask the box office 

about giving to 
Share The Magic
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Saturdays  8-4; Sunday Closed

St. Jacobs — Call Today!
(519)664-2226 | (519)664-3400

Ho-Ho-Ho-Home
for the holidays!

doused with water.
“Hay just smoulders 

away and you just have 
to wait until it pops up, 
go back and put some 
more water on it. Out-
side, when the air gets 
to it, it ignites again. 
It was a stubborn fire,” 
said Woolwich Town-
ship fire chief Rick Ped-
ersen.

Fire crews were on 

scene all night keeping 
the bales wet, return-
ing Monday morning to 
monitor for flare-ups and 
to continue their investi-
gation.

“There’s no hydro to the 
building,” said the chief. 
“We look for the point of 
origin and the ignition 
source. … We don’t have 
an ignition source, so 
that’s what we’re work-
ing on right now.”

The facility’s owners 
are also at a loss to ex-
plain how the fire could 
have started.

“We’re just extremely 
happy that if it had 
to happen it was good 
that that’s where it hap-
pened and obviously 
not where the horses 
are,” said Sue Adams, 
daughter of owner Ed-
die Koch.

The stud farm is home 

to some 50 Trakehner 
and Achal Teke horse 
breeds, several stables, 
a restaurant and the 
owner’s home at at 2137 
Shantz Station Rd.

“It does seem suspi-
cious. We really don’t 
know [what happened].”

The fire destroyed a 
$70,000 structure and 
approximately $30,000 
worth of hay and equip-
ment stored inside. 

Continued from cover

Investigation continues to determine cause

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A campaign to re-
duce the residen-
tial use of pesti-

cides will continue to 
have Wellesley’s sup-
port, councillors decided 
this week. The township 
will fund its share of a 
marketing campaign 
through 2010, extending 
a program launched in 
2004.

The move adds a three-
year extension to a cam-
paign to alter lawn-care 
practices and reduce 
the use of non-essential 
pesticides throughout 
Waterloo Region. The 
region covers half the 
costs of the Let’s Curb 
Pesticides campaign, 
with the lower-tier mu-
nicipalities picking up 
the remaining 50 per 
cent on a per capita ba-
sis. Not all of the others 
have signed on thus far.

Wellesley’s share of 
the total $257,966 will 
amount to $2,679.66 from 
2007 through 2010. 

According to township 
staff, it’s a program well 

worth the money.
“The education cam-

paign is an effort to 
make people aware of 
alternative ways of deal-
ing with insects and 
weeds without using 
pesticides, and how to 
care for their lawn in a 
way that doesn’t make 
them dependent on pes-
ticides. People were im-
pressed at finding out 
how to care for their 
lawns without using pes-
ticides,” noted Jack Mit-
tleholtz, the township’s 
bylaw enforcement of-
ficer. He represents the 
municipality on the re-
gional committee over-
seeing the program.

Signing onto the project 
for yet another round, 
Mittleholtz cited its ini-
tial success as added 
motivation to keep the 
program alive.

“I believe people are 
more aware. As time 
went on and this educa-
tion campaign took hold, 
more people were in fa-
vour of the bylaw, which 
indicated to me that 
they were thinking that 
maybe we shouldn’t be 

using pesticides. Maybe 
they’re now aware that 
pesticides may be dan-
gerous,” noted Mittle-
holtz.

The Pesticide Working 
Group (PWG), estab-
lished by regional coun-
cil on Jan. 21, 2003, was 
charged with recom-
mending a region-wide 
approach to reduce non-
essential pesticide use. 

After reviewing edu-
cational campaigns in 
other municipalities, 
PWG recommended the 
establishment of a com-
munity-based social 
marketing campaign. 
The idea was to bring 
residents onboard 
through advertising. 
Radio, TV, newspaper 
and bus-shelter ads 
were launched during 
the spring and the fall 
to coincide with the 
peak lawn-care season. 

The message empha-
sized “seed and feed” as 
an alternative to “weed 
and feed” and provided 
a statement from the 
region’s public health 
department about the 
potential risks of pesti-

cide use. 
“Our medical officer 

of health has stated 
that the precautionary 
principle should be used 
when residents are con-
sidering pesticide use: if 
there’s the potential for 
harm to human health, 
measures should be 
taken to reduce or elimi-
nate that harm. Because 
there is no outright 
proof that pesticides 
are harmful but there is 
some indication that pes-
ticides could be harmful 
to human health, we 
are asking people to ei-
ther reduce or eliminate 
their use of pesticides,” 
said Tom Bird, a public 
health planner with the 
region.

Bird added that com-
munity feedback indi-
cates that natural al-
ternatives to pesticides 
– such as increasing 
mower heights, using 
fertilizers and other nat-
ural alternatives – have 
increased steadily since 
the campaign’s incep-
tion.

With the new promo-
tion, the region will con-

Wellesley backs pesticide campaign
Region looks to extend marketing efforts to wean residents off the use of chemicals

tinue providing infor-
mation packages detail-
ing effective alternative 
lawn practices, door-to-
door visits, a Web site, 
community workshops, 
displays and booths 
at retail outlets that 
formed part of previous 
campaigns.

To add teeth to the new 
marketing push, region-
al council also passed 
a pesticide bylaw that 
comes into effect Jan. 
1, restricting the use of 
pesticides during the 
months of July and Au-
gust.

Wellesley Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn expressed 
optimism the bylaw’s 
reach would eventually 
be extended.

“I think after two years 
we are going to look at it 
– there is a possibility. 
Could the complete ban 
be extended year-round? 
[It] could be, but there 
could be some other 
ramifications.

“With more education 
I don’t know what will 
happen but the door is 
open, as far as I’m con-
cerned.”

A fresh count shows some im-
provement in the traffic patterns 
in Breslau. A report to Woolwich 
council Tuesday night reveals fewer 
vehicles using Woolwich Street.
A traffic count taken on Nov. 

24 showed 4,976 vehicles used 
Woolwich Street over a 24-hour 
period. Of those 149 were trucks, 
21 of them transport trucks. In 
the previous count taken June 23, 
5,673 vehicles passed along the 
route, including 171 trucks (35 
transport trucks).
Some Breslau residents continue 

to push for traffic calming mea-
sures to push commuters out of the 
village and onto the Fountain Street 
bypass route that was built for just 
that purpose. Despite spending 
$1.6 million on the bypass, which 
opened in the fall of 2004, thou-
sands of cars continue to use the 
route through the village.
The latest numbers are down 

significantly from pre-bypass 
days, but residents are still wor-
ried about cars speeding along 
Woolwich Street.
In August 2002, 10,200 vehicles 

were counted passing through the 
village. That was more than two 
years before the Fountain Street 
bypass route opened.
“I think this shows that the work 

we’ve done has produced some re-
sults,” said Coun. Ruby Weber.
Director of engineering and plan-

ning Dave Gosnay, who presented 
the numbers, said the average 
speed of those using Woolwich 
Street has dropped. Last month’s 
count showed that speed at 43-
45 kilometres per hour versus 50-
51km/h in June.

New count shows 
decrease in Breslau 

traffic, speeding
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A little means a lot
EDSS Christmas fundraising campaign raises $2,200 to buy toys for needy children

Woolwich to look 
at fencing pools

Fergus man charged 
with assault

Mind those holiday gifts

Mother Goose
4A Christmas Pantomime • December 1 – January 6, 2007

ORDER TODAY! Call 519-883-0300
www.waterlooentertainmentcentre.com • 24 King Street North, Waterloo, ON N2J 2W7

presents

THE MOST EXCITING AND INTERACTIVE CHRISTMAS SHOW THIS SEASON!
TICKETSSTART AT$23
and Your Tickets

Will Arrive in Delightful
Mother Goose

Packaging for Easy
& Memorable Gifting!
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The season of giving extended 
outside the family circle as lo-
cal high school students looked 
to spread holiday cheer. Along 

with shopping for parents and siblings, 
eager participants from Elmira District 
Secondary School got a little something 
for a few anonymous recipients based on 
a wish list from Woolwich Community 
Services (WCS). 

Homeroom classes raised more than 
$2,200 for the Elmira-based agency, al-
lowing it to purchase items such as piano 
keyboards, remote-control cars and play-
dough for kids of families that can’t af-
ford toys this Christmas. 

While the “Give A Little Bit” fundrais-
er was successful in collecting money, 
it was also a study in social sciences for 
the leadership class taught by Dave Con-
lon.

“The lesson is kids will respond to 
something tangible,” said Conlon, the 
school’s student activities director. “If 
we had run a campaign saying we just 
want to raise funds for kids at Christmas 

it wouldn’t have been as successful. But 
they did the work to put this catalogue 
together and all of a sudden it was like 
kids were shopping – and everybody 
likes shopping at Christmas.”

Putting the focus on Barbie dolls, train 
sets and Easy-Bake Ovens were orga-
nizers Leah Martin and Kate Trimble, 
who created the gift catalogue of 19 
items and arranged a display cabinet 
featuring selected toys.

Classrooms then chose a target – the 
$11.50 farm tractor set, for instance, or 
the $57.50 Little Tyke table and chairs 
set – and began raising funds. 

“Most of the classrooms rose around 
$30 and above. We had a lot of class-
rooms that raise $100. The highest we 
go from one class was over $200,” Mar-
tin told the Observer. “I was proud of 
that.”

Neither organizer was expecting the 
campaign to go as well as it did but fol-
lowing its inception in 2005 students 
were aware and willing to contribute a 
little money to the 2006 cause.

“I think the fact that it was staying 
in the community helped a bit,” said 
Trimble. “It wasn’t like we were rais-

ing money for kids in a different coun-
try – we were raising money for local 
children. I think that made more of dif-
ference for kids at our school because 
everybody knows someone who doesn’t 
have enough money for Christmas.”

The actual toy shopping was left up to 
WCS, which receives food, clothing and 
cash donations from businesses, resi-
dents, organization and the high school 
in advance of their annual Christmas 
hamper program.

Piles of winter gear, non-perishable food 
and brand-named toys ran the length of 
Lions Hall, where volunteers organized 
care packages and distributed them to 
needy families in the community last 
week.

Donations have always been over-
whelming, especially in the food depart-
ment; the influx of cash was extremely 
helpful to the agency.

“It’s nice that the high school has 
changed their program from a food do-
nation to a cash program,” said WCS 
organizer Kelly Christie. “Apparently 
the students get really into it and quite 
excited about collecting money to buy 
something really neat for the kids.” 

The mild weather had Woolwich coun-
cillors thinking of taking a dip. Well, 
maybe just about pools themselves – the 
township is considering a bylaw to re-
quire fences be installed around private 
swimming pools.
Meeting this week, councillors discov-

ered its existing property standards by-
law sets standards only in cases where 
there is a fence, but does not require that 
a fence be built. In cases where a fence 
is in place, the fence must be at least 1.5 
metres (five feet) high. Any gates must 
be self-latching with a lock – gates are 
to be locked at all times.
There is no provincial building code re-

quirement for pool fences; municipalities 
are responsible for adopting their own 
regulations. The loophole in township 
bylaws caught councillors by surprise.
 “I really think we have to have some-

thing for safety [reasons] – how many 
children are falling into pools?” asked 
Mayor Bill Strauss.

A Fergus man faces several charges af-
ter an Edinburgh Avenue residence was 
broken into around 2:14 a.m. Dec. 16. 
Westley Michael Poirier, 28, has been 

charged with break and enter, assault 
causing bodily harm, mischief under 
$5,000. He is due to appear in a Guelph 
court Jan. 29.
The charges were laid after several men 

broke into a house and assaulted the 
30-year-old man inside. The victim was 
treated for non-life threatening injuries 
at Groves Memorial Hospital in Fergus.
The investigation is ongoing. Anyone 

with information is asked to contact 
Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (1-
800-222-TIPS) or OPP at 1-888-310-
1122.

Waterloo regional police are warning 
the public to be wary of the Grinch this 
Christmas season. Sparked by a string 
of household and car thefts throughout 
the region in recent days police are re-
minding the public that simple measures 
like locking doors and leaving objects of 
value out of view, can help deter thefts. 
“People are encouraged to ensure all 

their doors and windows are securely 
fastened when they leave for the day, 
especially during this busy Christmas 
season when valuables may or may not 
be kept in your house,” noted Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel of the Elmira detachment.

DOING THEIR PART Grade 11 EDSS students Leah Martin (left) and Kate Trimble organized their peers to raise over $2,200 during the Give A Little Bit campaign. The money 
was donated to Woolwich Community Services to buy toys for children as part of the Christmas hamper program. DESIREE FINHERT

A farm accident brought Wellington 
County OPP officers to the Fourth Line of 
Mapleton Township Thursday morning.
Lloyd Martin, 57, fell and struck his 

head when he was knocked over by a 
bull. He and others had been herding 
and separating some cattle at his farm in 
preparation for transport.
Martin was conscious and speaking 

to officers at the scene but was taken 
by air-ambulance to Hamilton General 
Hospital for treatment of head injuries. 
The Ontario Farm Safety Association in 
Guelph was notified of the accident.

Run in with bull sends 
farmer to hospital

Hwy. 6 between Fergus and Arthur will 
soon be reconstructed, Waterloo-Wel-
lington MPP Ted Arnott announced in 
the Ontario Legislature Dec. 18.
The work will include road repairs, 

bridge repair, and new passing lanes, 
and is estimated to be a $20 million job. 
Tenders went out recently.

Arnott announces 
upgrades to Hwy. 6
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ber’s municipal election, 
Kelterborn and former 
councillor Ron Hackett 
voted against marginal 
pay hikes. The vote ended 
in a deadlock, effectively 
defeating a recommenda-
tion made by a citizens’ 
committee. As a result, 
current councillors earn 
what their predecessors 
were paid prior to the 
election. Ward represen-
tatives are paid $9,234 per 
year plus an $800 stipend 
for mileage. In addition 
to his $10,000 salary, the 
mayor receives a $2,200 
stipend.

Kelterborn donated his 
2006 cost of living in-
crease that he received on 
his $10,000 compensation 
back to the Township of 
Wellesley.

“I don’t belong to any 
service clubs within the 
community,” said Kel-
terborn,  explaining his 
decision to contribute the 
money back to the munic-
ipality.

“I belonged to the Board 
of Trade at one time and 
when I was elected to 
council in ’73, I quit, or 
stopped attending the 
Board of Trade – this is 
the way that I give back 
to my community. Some 
people do it through vol-
unteering and belonging 
to the Lions, or the Board 
of Trade or the Apple But-
ter and Cheese [Festival] 
and so on. This is how I 
decide to do it.”

Continued from cover

Pay cut 
mayor’s 
way to 

give back 

STEVE KANNON
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Woolwich Township 
will have a new 
hand on the wheel 

of its corporate affairs just 
as a new council settles in 
for a four-year term.

David Brenneman came 
out on top of more than 40 
applicants for the job of 
chief administrative of-
ficer. Currently director 
of community and devel-
opment services for the 
County of Brant, he’ll as-
sume his new position Jan. 
22.

His appointment was an-
nounced at Tuesday night’s 
council meeting, where 
Mayor Bill Strauss noted 
42 applicants were pared 
down to six candidates, 
with Brenneman coming 
out on top.

The 40-year-old Kitchener 
native steps into a post va-

Woolwich hires new 
chief administrator

Currently working for Brant County, David Brenneman assumes post Jan. 22
cant since the departure of 
Peter Simmons, who left in 
September to become city 
manager in Welland.

Brenneman has been 
involved in Brant admin-
istrative posts since 1992. 
His most recent job, which 
he’ll hold until Jan. 16, has 
him responsible for a range 
of services, including plan-
ning and recreation.

“I truly love the munici-
pal sector. I’m very pas-
sionate about the job I do,” 
he told the Observer this 
week. “I’ve always enjoyed 
the political arena – and al-
ways wanted to work in the 
government sector.”

His first order of busi-
ness upon arriving will 
be extensive consultations 
with council and senior 
staff – he’ll be looking to 
get himself up to speed in 
short order. He’s already 
well aware the township is 
dealing with a full slate of 

projects that will come to 
be on his watch.

“The thing that really 
intrigued me was the qual-
ity of life issues, such as 
the recreational facilities 
planned for the township,” 
he said of looking forward 
to his new duties. “I’d like 
to get a handle on that.”

His arrival in Woolwich 
coincides with a budget 
year chockablock with 
new capital projects, in-
cluding a new township 
hall, a new fire station in 
Floradale and, of course, a 
host of recreational facili-
ties, the largest of which 
is a $20-million multi-pur-
pose recreation complex in 
Elmira.

Coincidentally, Brant 
County is in the midst of 
a discussion over the con-
struction of a twin-pad are-
na in Paris. A consultant’s 
report ultimately recom-
mended the building of 
two ice surfaces, as well as 
an indoor field house to ac-
commodate indoor soccer, 
baseball and golf training, 
among other uses.

Brenneman, wife Tanya 
and their two children 
– 13-year-old son D.J. and 
10-year-old daughter Libby 
– live in Baden.

HAIL TO THE CHIEF

STEVE KANNON

DAVID 
BRENNEMAN

WELL SERVED Woolwich Township fire chief Rick Pedersen (right) 
was recognized for his 30 years of service as a firefighter at a 
ceremony in council chambers Tuesday night. He was presented 
with a provincial certificate and his uniform bars by Mayor Bill 
Strauss.
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When it comes 
to on-farm 
b u s i n e s s e s 

in Wellesley Town-
ship two’s company, 
but three or more is a 
crowd. A Wallenstein 
farmer’s application 
to have more than two 
employees working at 
his on-farm business 
was rejected by council 
Tuesday night. 

Wellesley upholds on-farm business rules
Councillors reject Wallenstein farmer’s request for exemption to keep sawmill operating

Ervin W. Shantz, a 
Wallenstein beef farmer 
with a supplementary 
on-farm business in the 
form of a sawmill, was 
found to be operating an 
illegal business in the 
spring of 2004. His saw-
mill currently employs 
a number of relatives on 
a part-time basis, pri-
marily his sons who no 
longer live on the farm. 

Shantz’s property is 
designated as ‘agricul-
tural resource area’ in 

the township’s official 
plan and is zoned ‘agri-
cultural.’ Township by-
laws permit a maximum 
of two non-resident em-
ployees to work at the 
on-farm business. 

Eager to remedy this 
situation, Shantz re-
quested a site-specific 
exemption to allow his 
sawmill to continue to 
operate as it has in the 
past. Wellesley plan-
ning staff recommended 
against the application, 
however, noting the 
rules have been consis-
tently supported by sub-
sequent councils since 
they were put in place 
in 1984.

Chief administrative 
officer Susan Duke 
urged councillors to 
judge the application in 
the big picture.

“I think that council 
also has to think about 
the precedent that might 
be set in the event that 
you change it for a site-
specific use without 
looking at it in a com-
prehensive way for the 

entire municipality. So 
if you do this once, safe 
to say that it will come 
back again and again 
and again in different 
shapes and forms,” she 
said.

Duke’s argument was 
backed by township 
planner Craig Hocka-
day, who noted that as 
recently as July the 
council of the day had 
voted against increas-
ing the allowable maxi-
mum number of offsite 
employees. Fearing fu-
ture excesses, Hocka-
day urged council to 
support the status-quo. 

“One of the issues that 
we have to consider is 
enforcement: how do 
you enforce having four 
part-time employees? 
Who’s to say we are not 
going to have eight part-
time employees work-
ing two hours a day. It’s 
one of the issues that we 
have tried to keep quite 
simple with this – hav-
ing two employees, not 
getting involved with 
part-time versus full-

time. It would be quite 
a task for our bylaw 
enforcement officer to 
enforce that kind of 
thing,” he said. 

“In terms of setting a 
precedent throughout 
the township, if an ap-
plication like this were 
to be approved by coun-
cil there would be a 
f lood of applications for 
this type of activity.”

Coun. Herb Neher sym-
pathized with Shantz’s 
plea, noting that the na-
ture of the farm industry 
does not often allow for 
full-time schedules for 
secondary businesses. 
While supportive of the 
applicant’s plight, coun-
cillors ultimately opted 
to uphold the bylaw.

“It’s ironic, you can 
have the four sons liv-
ing on the farm and 
working in the saw-
mill, no problem. And 
you can still hire more 
people, but the fact that 
they’re non-resident on 
the whole –  they’re still 
related – they’re consid-
ered full-time employees 

that don’t work on the 
farm, so they’re not al-
lowed,” said Sam Head, 
a planning consultant 
representing Shantz.

“If the father had eight 
sons and they all lived 
on the farm they could 
all work in the sawmill 
business or any other 
shop that happened to 
be on the farm, but the 
moment that the kids 
move to their own prop-
erties they become non-
residents and they can’t 
work with the family 
in their business,” said 
Head, of Kitchener-
based Dryden, Smith 
and Head Planning Con-
sultants.

Shantz still has a num-
ber of options available, 
including compliance 
with the bylaw, appeal-
ing council’s decision to 
the Ontario Municipal 
Board, or having two of 
his sons move back onto 
his farm, subsequently 
becoming on-farm resi-
dents. The latter is an 
unlikely scenario, not-
ed Head.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Christmas came 
a few days early 
for Woolwich and 

Wellesley townships, as 
the provincial govern-
ment played Santa with 
grants under the Ontar-
io Municipal Partner-
ship Fund (OMPF).

Woolwich is set to 
get $499,416 in 2007, a 
$26,593 (5.6 per cent) in-
crease over last year’s 
grant, while Wellesley 
will receive $541,819, an 
$18,061 (3.4 per cent) in-
crease.

“The great part for 
us is that we’re still in 
the draft stage of doing 
our budget – we can fac-
tor this in,” said acting 
treasurer Richard Peth-
erick, adding the extra 
money is a bonus in 
what is expected to be a 
tight budget year.

Having heard the prov-
ince would not be cut-
ting its OMPF grants 
for 2007, the townships 
learned of the increases 
on Tuesday. The funds 
are part of $3,188,928 
earmarked for com-
munities in Waterloo 
Region, an increase of 
$145,278 (4.8 per cent) 
for 2007, announced by 
Kitchener Centre MPP 
John Milloy.

“It is encouraging for 
Waterloo Region to know 
that the provincial sup-
port through OMPF is 
designed to be f lexible 
enough to respond to 
the needs of our local 
programs, which are 
essential to the health 
of the community,” said 
Milloy. 

The province is pro-
viding $824 million in 
OMPF funding to 397 
municipalities in 2007. 

Townships 
to see hike 
in grants

Province in the spirit of giving as it 
announces OMPF totals for 2007

This represents a $61 
million (eight per cent) 
increase over OMPF 
funding announced in 
March 2006 and a $206 
million (33.3 per cent) 
increase over fund-
ing received in 2004 
through the old Com-
munity Reinvestment 
Fund (CRF).

The increases repre-
sent a sea change in 
policy, as the previous 
provincial government 
had warned municipali-
ties to expect a decrease 
in CRF funding, Pether-
ick noted.

“It’s a pleasant sur-
prise. We hope it’s going 
to keep growing.”

For Woolwich, the 2007 
increase represents 
the equivalent of half a 
percentage point of the 
levy, the amount collect-
ed through increases in 
property taxes.

Given that the town-
ship expects to spend 
some $11.7 million on 
capital projects this 
year, every bit of extra 
revenue is helpful, he 
said. Councillors last 
week gave draft approv-
al to the capital budget. 
The operating budget is 
expected to be tabled in 
the latter part of Janu-
ary.

“Staff is looking to 
present a balanced and 
fair budget for council’s 
consideration,” said 
Petherick.

In recent years, 
Woolwich has targeted a 
tax increase of no more 
than the inflation rate, 
based on the Consumer 
Price Index for Ontario. 
An additional levy of 1.5 
per cent has been add-
ed on to help fund new 
recreational facilities 
slated for construction 
starting this year.

For our complete gallery of Christmas pagents, 
plays, and performances go online to
www.woolwichobserver.com
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We don’t see the need to bring a habeas corpus application to free 
the tree just yet. Amnesty International has not called to date.

Ontario Attorney General Michael Bryant has some 
fun after overturning a judge’s decision to banish a 
Christmas tree from a Toronto courthhouse.

» Liberals trump PC
Score one for the foes of political 
correctness: Attorney General 
Michael Bryant stays the execution 
of a Christmas tree, returning it to 
its spot in a Toronto courthouse. A 
judge had set off a public backlash 
by ordering the tree removed.

Only morons are offended by Christmas

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

t See A VERY page 7

» He’s got the power
Looking to keep power in the 
hands of the PMO, micro-manager 
Stephen Harper rejected many 
of Justice Gomery’s sponsorship 
scandal recommendations. While 
in opposition, he used the Gomery 
report to attack the Liberals, but the 
view is different from the other side.

» Libya shows its colours
Six foreign health workers – five 
Bulgarian nurses and a Palestinian 
doctor – have been sentenced to 
death in the rogue state of Libya, 
which maintains they injected 
children with the AIDS virus, rather 
than admit to unsanitary conditions. 
The six have been in jail since 1999.

Making merry

With Christmas just 
a couple of days 
away from when 

you’re readin’ this, the 
wife thinks I should say a 
few things about the sea-
son – remindin’ folks about 
the “holy” in holidays. I’m 
all for Christmas, which 
ain’t spelled with an ‘X’ 
in my world. But I ain’t 
no preacher, either, and 
there’s plenty of things to 
get my blood pressure up 
that ain’t got nothin’ to do 
with how much nog goes 
in with the egg, if you take 
my meanin.

One thing you can count 
on is some politically cor-
rect moron to go about 
messin’ with Christmas 
traditions. Those are the 
kind of people that don’t 
have no spirit, and no 
idea about how proper, 
decent folk ain’t interest-
ed in them trying to force 
their nonsensical view of 
things on the rest of us.

The latest fiasco was 
some judge in Toronto 
orderin’ Christmas trees 
out of public view on ac-
count of how it might of-
fend someone. Well, first 
off, there are plenty of 
places elsewhere on the 
planet where there ain’t 
those kind of “offences” 
to deal with. And what 
kind of dumbass gets 

upset by a tree all lit up 
and decorated? If it don’t 
mean nothin’ to you, at 
least it’s nice to look at.

When it comes down to 
it, this great country of 
ours could use a lot less 
meddlin’ judges and a lot 
more Christmas trees. 
The trees are a lot more 
useful. And they sure as 
heck are better to look at 
than a whole lot of that 
stuff that call “art” they 
inflict on public build-
ings 365 days a year.

McGUINTY COULD STOP 
THE MPP PAY RAISE ISSUE
It ain’t no gift for those 

of us footin’ the bill, but 
them MPPs are sure bent 
on givin’ themselves one 
hell of Christmas pres-
ent: a 25-per-cent raise.

Readin’ up on the latest 
bit of verbal diarrhea, I 
got a better idea for that 
McGuinty fella: chal-
lenge yourself not to take 
the pay increase. Rath-
er than goin’ on to the 
NDP—it sure is funny to 
see the lefties complain’ 
about stealin’ more mon-
ey from the taxpayers—
maybe Dalto ought to just 

say no to such a rip-off.
Heaven knows them fel-

las make more money 
than most of the people 
who they steal from 
– and that’s just their sal-
ary. Don’ t get my started 
about the perqs and out-
right graftin’ that they 
get up to. Makin’ $88,000 a 
year and sayin’ you need 
a raise takes some gall. 
Sayin’ you need another 
$22,000 takes a lot of brass 
… and not much brains 
if you think the public is 
stupid enough to agree.

Them politicos can do 
the same as the Christ-
mas turkey: stuff it.

THIS TIME OF YEAR IS 
ABOUT LENDING A HAND
Speakin’ of gifts, the 

most important one this 
time of year is givin’ of 
your time: it ain’t about 
spendin’ money, no matter 
what some people will tell 
you. When I was a lad, we 
didn’t have nothin’, so we 
pretty much got the same 
for Christmas. But that 
don’t mean the cupboard 
was bare, or the table mea-
ger – everybody pitched in 
as best they could. There 

was plenty of family and 
visitors all through the 
holidays, with folks actu-
ally sittin’ around talkin’ 
to each other, singin’ 
and playin’ music. That’s 
what’s really special 
about the season, though 
you wouldn’t know it from 
the way folks carry on to-
day, when it’s all gimme-
gimme-gimme.

When you reach my age, 
you’ve seen many a Christ-
mas come and go, and you 
get to know what’s worth 
your while … and what 
ain’t. It sure ain’t the gifts 
and such that I miss when I 
think back – it’s the people, 
them that made the holi-
days so special. I’d gladly 
do without every present 
I ever got to sit around the 
dinner table again with my 
folks, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, not to mention 
more friends than I can 
recall. 

Maybe some of you feel 
the same, which is prob-
ably showin’ your age. 
Those who ain’t figured 
that out about Christmas 
yet ain’t likely to until 
it’s too late … unless they 
mark my words.

Merry Christmas, and 
God bless. The Good Lord 
willin’, I’ll be back with 
more choice words to say 
in the new year.

Don’t let the unseasonably mild weather 
fool you: Christmas is upon us. Some of us, 
like Bing Crosby, may be dreaming of that 
white Christmas, but that picture-postcard 

moment is likely to elude us this year.
Nonetheless, it’s still the season to be jolly. If it’s 

any consolation, snow is a rarity, if it ever shows up 
at all, in a good chunk of the world that celebrates 
the significance of Dec. 25 – a white Christmas is 
only the stuff of movies and songs.

There remain plenty of reminders that the yule-
tide season is here, from the festive lighting right 
through to the gift catalogues oh-so-subtly strewn 
about the house. 

Of course, the picture wouldn’t be complete with-
out some controversy over the appropriateness of 
Christmas in our pluralistic society. You can al-
ways count on someone making a stink about the 
placement of Christmas trees in public places – such 
was the case last week in a Toronto courthouse – fol-
lowed by a backlash from the public.

From saying “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry 
Christmas” to opting for “Frosty the Snowman” 
over “Silent Night”—if any tune at all—efforts at 
political correctness are here to stay.

Filled with sentiment, Christmas for many of 
us is linked to very strong memories. Celebrating 
the yuletide season meant time spent with family 
and friends, some of whom we hadn’t seen all year. 
There were family recipes, rituals – skating parties, 
midnight strolls or maybe a must-watch movie – and 
favourite carols. And then there were the presents: 
childhood memories are full of special items plucked 
out from under the tree where Santa had been busy 
the night before.

Ironically, that typical list often omits the Christ 
in Christmas. In fact, it’s commercialization that in 
many ways makes Christmas what it is. Without all 
the hype, which seems to begin while the Hallow-
een pumpkins are still warm on the sill, the buildup 
we’ve come to love might not be so grand. 

From a theological standpoint, Christmas has far 
less significance than Easter, yet Christian culture 
places far more weight on the former. Even Easter, 
with the rabbit and his chocolate, has fallen prey 
to commercial interests, albeit on a much smaller 
scale.

The religious component is a relatively small part 
of the public image of both holidays, but that doesn’t 
preclude those of faith from keeping it as they wish. 
All the secular trappings serve to make the holidays 
– holy days – more festive. One could also argue the 
hoopla keeps them front and center in our society, 
making them a time of great happiness and expecta-
tion for children, who will come to understand the 
greater significance.

That, of course, brings us to a very important word 
in the debate over making Christmas more politi-
cally correct: tradition.

An attack on those traditions is an attack on our 
deepest sentiments and happiest memories. Secular 
or religious, any attempt to alter Christmas hits at 
the one thing many of us equate with blissful feel-
ings of goodwill. It’s no wonder we get upset.

There is some solace to be found in the fact that 
Christmas has always been about change. Many of 
those things we think of as representing Christmas, 
from the tree to Santa Claus, are fairly recent con-
structs – the Christmas tree emerged as a popular 
symbol in the late 19th century, and St. Nicholas as 
a right jolly old elf emerged in the early part of the 
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

“What do you 
want for Christmas?” Nathan

Maier

“I don’t know. 
Polly World DVD.”

Jaimee
MacDonald

“I’m not really 
sure.”

Ben
Ribble

“Some lego sets 
and one Bionical.”

Taylor
Payne

“A remote control 
race car.”

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

WOOLWICH COUNCIL AND ITS FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE COME UP WITH A WAY 
TO FAST-TRACK THE NEW REC. COMPLEX ... AND SAVE SOME TAX MONEY TO BOOT.

Some Canadians making an art of politics

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The perfect solution

OTTAWA—This scrib-
bler, it must be con-
fessed, has never kissed 
a governor-general be-
fore.

Certainly not my good 
friend Ed Schreyer, who 
as resident of Rideau 
Hall was so bored with 
the job that he resolved 
to read the Encyclope-
dia Britannica from A 
to Z as a dare – and got 
up to ‘R’ before he sur-
rendered.

Not Ray Whatisname, 
my fellow-Saskatch-
ewan mate.

Romeo LeBlanc?  I 
don’t think so.

Adrienne? Well may-
be.

Certainly not Lord 
Stanley, or George Va-
nier.

So it is with excite-
ment that the scribbler 
meets, for the first time 
with our new Gee-Gee, 
whose name no one can 
pronounce, let alone 
spell. In her own house, 
high above the Ottawa 
River.

She offers her hand. I 

take it and kiss it, tell-
ing her the tale of the 
rich American matron, 
first ever in Paris, ask-
ing why Frenchmen 
kiss women on the 
hand. The Parisian re-
plies, “You gotta start 
somewhere.” She loves 
it.

This would be a Ride-
au Hall reception for 
one Charles Pachter, 
the Toronto artist who 
is the Andy Warhol of 
Canada, most famous 
for his portrait of Our 
Queen sitting across a 
moose.

He’s more serious 
than that, and being 
honoured at this event 
for a display of his art-
work from The Jour-
nals of Susanna Mood-
ie, a project he did with 
Margaret Atwood some 
decades ago. He’s famed 
in the Toronto cock-
tail circuit for having 
a store of the dirtiest 
jokes, but he is a seri-
ous artist who should 
forget his jokes.

He leaves this week 

for India – his second 
trip – for five weeks 
where he has an exhi-
bition of his work on 
India he did after his 
previous trip there, 
at the Canadian Con-
sul General’s. Ontario 
Premier Dalton Mc-
Guinty, who happens 
to be taking a business 
group and dignitaries 
to India to promote re-
lations with that coun-
try, will be attending 
the opening.  He is a 
major Canadian artis-
tic figure, one of few 
Canadian artists who 
have shown their work 
and received recogni-
tion internationally 
– if only he could stop 
telling those dirty 
jokes.
AND A SECOND 

THING: Stéphane Dion 
is a rather brave man, 
or a rather clever man. 

Perhaps both. 
Being snookered at 

the Liberal leadership 
in the Montreal fan-
dango – thanks to the 
slippery Bob Rae – he 
had two choices. 

Rae, as we know, will 
not seek a Liberal seat 
in next year’s election, 
he a political dabbler – 
his famous quote after 
jumping from party to 
party that’s “it’s been 
fun” proving he’s a 
very bright man with-
out basic principles.

Nights after the vote, 
Michael Ignatieff and 
his 75 supporters had 
a “victory” party for 
their man in Ottawa. 
Dion was not invited.

Next morning, at 
breakfast at the Cha-
teau Laurier – home of 
all political plots – Iggy 
had a collection of his 
pals to discuss his 

plans. Was he gonna 
flee back to Harvard or 
stay and lurk?

A spy, whose name of 
course cannot be re-
vealed, happened to be 
sitting in the booth be-
low the large table.

Dion, as we know a 
student of history, has 
read about Brutus lurk-
ing behind the drapes 
when they dispatched 
Julius Caesar. He has 
decided to bring Brutus 
into the tent. Making 
Iggy his deputy leader.  
Clever lad.

At a swish cocktail 
party in Toronto this 
week, I told the new 
clever Liberal leader 
how smart he was to 
make Iggy a friend. 
AND A FINAL 

THING: The cliché in 
the American press 
is that Canada – that 
funny country to the 
North – is nothing but 
“moose, mountains and 
Mounties.”

Tis true, of course, but 
this year the moose are 
getting better review 

than the horsemen.
First, the head guy 

on the horse had to 
dismount because of 
bafflegab that even the 
public could not under-
stand. Even better, it is 
revealed that the men 
in the red coats for 30 
years were taping a 
little Baptist preacher 
from south Saskatch-
ewan for alleged Com-
munist ties.

I gotta tell you some-
thing. As someone born 
in Saskabush in a town 
with a population of 
34, I have always been 
amused about the myth 
that Tommy Douglas 
was revered as premier 
because he invented 
medicare.

It wasn’t that. It was 
because, in the Depres-
sion days, he actually 
introduced electricity 
to all our small towns 
that never had it. It 
wasn’t medicine. It was 
lamps that lit up the 
night. Magic!

History never gets it 
right.

To the Editor,
Integrity Commission-

er Coulter Osborne’s 
justification for the 
obscene increase that 
our politicians worked 
“overtime” to give them-
selves is that there is 
a discrepancy between 
the wages of MPPs and 
that of their federal 
counterparts. 

According to the last 
census on the Statistics 
Canada Web site, the 

average Canadian fam-
ily’s income is $58,100. 
So if their goal truly 
is to be equitable then 
all the politicians need 
to do is have their in-
comes, pensions, bene-
fits etc. adjusted to that 
of the average Canadian 
citizen. This way, poli-
ticians can rest easy 
knowing they are equal 
to each other and to the 
Canadian taxpayer who 
provides their income.    

Wes Jones
Elmira

20th.
Historically, Christmas 

was at times deemed in-
appropriate by various 
Christian sects – mark-
ing it was illegal in 16th 
century England, and in 
parts of the U.S. colony 

A very Merry Christmas
Continued from page 6 in the 17th.

Today, those of us who 
partake of Christmas do 
so in our own way, often 
with traditions of our 
own – no one can take 
that away. Go out and 
have a Merry Christ-
mas.
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Mentally ill need an advocate if their lot is to improve
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GWYNNE DYER

West looking for a different kind of democracy in Palestine

TALBOT
M A R K E T I N G

5 Finch Place, Elmira
519-669-8550

FAX: 519-669-3159

for all of  our customers and friends, 
far and near. Thank you for your 
support and best wishes for a season 
rich in health and happiness. 

For all your promotional, calendar, 
specialty and wearable product 
needs in 2007 call Wayne Martin.

CALENDER & SPECIALTY ADVERTISING

With Warm Wishes
this Holiday Season

Wishing you a 
Safe and Happy Holiday

THOMPSON’S AUTO TECH INC.
21 Howard Ave, Elmira  519-669-4400

To all our loyal customers, friends
 and neighbours, we’d like to extend our 
heartfelt wishes for a happy and healthy 
holiday. May it be heavy with blessings
 and joy. Many thanks for your loyal 

support and friendship.

232 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Paul & Adèle’s

The Palestinian ter-
ritories may have de-
scended into full-scale 

civil war by next week. If 
not, it will be mainly be-
cause Fatah realizes it is too 
weak to win against Hamas, 
especially in the Gaza Strip. 
Democracy does not seem 
to be serving the Palestin-
ian people very well.

In last January’s elections, 
a majority of the Palestin-
ians voted for Hamas, the 
radical Islamic movement 
that refuses to recognize the 
state of Israel. This came as 
a great shock to Fatah, Yas-
ser Arafat’s old party, which 
had ruled the occupied ter-
ritories ever since the Pal-
estinian Authority was set 
up there after the Oslo Ac-
cords in 1993, and an even 
greater shock to Israel and 
its friends overseas. So the 
latter decided that Palestin-
ians must be shown the er-
ror of their ways.

Until then, the Palestin-
ian Authority’s income had 
come mainly from customs 
duties that Israel collected 
on its behalf (there are no 
functioning ports or air-
ports in the occupied ter-
ritories) and from foreign 

aid from the United States, 
the European Union, and 
other donors. Once Hamas 
formed a government in 
March, almost all of that 
was cut off. Most of the PA’s 
employees, whose incomes 
supported about a third of 
the Palestinian population, 
have not been paid since 
March, and government 
services have collapsed.

Ten months later, the 
results are dramatically 
visible in the form of un-
collected garbage, empty 
schools, collapsing hospi-
tals and widespread malnu-
trition in the occupied ter-
ritories. The Palestinians 
have been “put on a diet,” 
in the words of an Israeli 
government adviser, until 
either Hamas changes its 
policies, or the Palestin-
ians change their minds 
about electing Hamas. As 
President George W. Bush 
put it: “We support democ-
racy, but that doesn’t mean 
we have to support govern-
ments elected as a result of 
democracy.”

Israel and its foreign 
friends demand that 
Hamas recognize Israel’s 
right to exist, accept ex-

isting Israeli-Palestinian 
agreements, and renounce 
violence before they will 
lift the blockade and accept 
a Hamas government as a 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinians. 

“Anyone who thinks 
Hamas will change is 
wrong,” replied Khaled 
Mashal, the organization’s 
exiled leader. In fact, it has 
hardly budged despite all 
the pressure.

Hamas’s only concession 
has been to offer a 10-year 
truce with Israel (40 years 
in some versions), but the 
jihad must continue and 
Israel must ultimately dis-
appear. Even the truce de-
pends on the Israelis with-
drawing from all the occu-
pied territories including 
East Jerusalem, disman-
tling all the settlements, 
and allowing Palestinian 
refugees and their descen-
dants to return to their an-
cestral homes throughout 
what is now Israel.

Accepting a Palestinian 
“right of return” would 
reduce Jewish Israelis to a 
minority within their own 
country, so it is not going 
to happen. Hamas’s other 
territorial demands are not 
far from what a final peace 
settlement would have to 
contain, but its commit-
ment to jihad is real. It 
observes truces faithfully, 
but it will not abandon its 
ultimate goal of destroying 
Israel, nor will it join any 
Fatah-led “national unity” 
government that recogniz-
es Israel. For decades, Is-
rael has claimed that it has 
no “partner for peace.” It is 
finally true. Stalemate.

The Israeli and foreign 
response has been to try for 
another election and a dif-
ferent outcome, on the as-
sumption that many people 
who voted for Hamas were 
attracted mainly by its in-
corruptibility (in stark con-
trast to Fatah), and don’t re-
ally think that Israel could 

be destroyed. Now that they 
are starving because of the 
blockade that Hamas has 
brought down on them, per-
haps they will change their 
minds. Maybe they will, 
but it certainly isn’t guar-
anteed.

Hamas is not going to 
give up its parliamentary 
majority without a fight: 
shootouts between Fatah 
and Hamas gunmen have 
proliferated in the past few 
weeks as it became clear 
that President Mahmoud 
Abbas, a Fatah loyalist, was 
going to call a new election 
(although he has no explicit 
constitutional power to do 
so), in the hope that Hamas 
would lose this time. He did 
exactly that on Dec. 16, and 
by Monday the violence was 
spinning out of control.

In a last-ditch attempt to 
avert civil war, both organi-
zations agreed late Monday 
to pull their fighters off the 
streets, but it may not work. 
In Palestine’s case, democ-
racy has drastically raised 
the probability of civil war 
(as it did also in Iraq, where 
the two elections of 2005 
confirmed and radicalized 
the country’s ethnic and 

sectarian divisions). Is de-
mocracy just not appropri-
ate for Arab countries?

Of course not. Both Iraq 
and Palestine are occu-
pied countries, and foreign 
military occupation does 
not usually produce either 
solidarity or moderation 
among the occupied. Think 
of the vicious ethnic, re-
ligious and ideological 
struggles among the Yu-
goslavs resisting German 
occupation in 1941-44, or 
the bitter clashes between 
rival Angolan and Zimba-
bwean liberation move-
ments in the ‘70s and ‘80s, 
or the ghastly mess that the 
Soviet occupation produced 
in Afghanistan.

Hamas is deeply unreal-
istic in its goals, because it 
would require direct divine 
intervention to achieve its 
goal of eliminating Israel, 
but that is not why the Pal-
estinians are on the brink 
of civil war. It’s because for-
eigners are ruthlessly ma-
nipulating them and their 
democracy with the aim of 
getting them to switch their 
votes and produce a more 
amenable government next 
time.

Many long years 
ago, governments 
around the coun-

try, and in other countries 
too, decided that hospitals 
for the mentally ill were 
not the way to go. What was 
needed was a return to so-
ciety of the mentally ill so 
they could become part of 
the mainstream.

Part of the deal was that 
the government would 
provide special services to 
make up for their care on 
the inside. Governments 
didn’t do this, so major cit-
ies all over the globe have 
mentally ill people living 
on their streets with politi-
cians at all levels blaming 
some other politician.

It’s important to note 
some facts here. It’s not all 
that long ago the Londoners 
went down to Bedlam Hos-
pital to watch the inmates, 
finding them funnier than 
monkeys at the zoo. The 
straitjacket and padded 
cells were the norm. When I 
practiced law, the Supreme 
Court rule book still con-
tained the “Lunacy Rules.”

Stigma still attaches to 

the mentally ill, who re-
main the butts of jokes. 
Well known members of 
the media talk about how 
“so-and-so should have take 
his Paxil,” or whatever. A 
broadcaster I know talked 
about his school being so 
small that the debating 
team was one schizophren-
ic. He didn’t understand 
when I told him that this 
was a very hurtful thing 
to say to people who lived 
with schizophrenia, either 
personally or through fam-
ily members or friends.

How willing would you be 
to see a doctor about your 
inability to cope, knowing 
that you would be stating 
to the world that you were 
“crazy”?

Don’t we all remember 
how, when an uncle or a 
friend was a bit eccentric, 
one would laugh and mak-
ing a twirling motion of the 
index finger point it to one’s 
head?

The causes of and treat-
ments for mental illness 
are many. For many, the 
proper diagnosis is not 
made and the treatment not 

easily found. That is partly 
the fault of the medical pro-
fession, whose members 
graduate ill-prepared to 
deal with mental illness.

Part of the challenge also 
is the difficulty in diagnos-
ing something that can’t be 
seen. Often it’s the patient’s 
inability to articulate their 
problem for fear of the stig-
ma attached to it.

How big is the problem? 
One in five of you reading 
this will have mental ill-
ness at some time, and all of 
you will face it in your fam-
ily and friends.

Out here on the coast, the 
government of British Co-
lumbia’s record is appall-
ing. At the beginning of the 
B.C. Liberals’ first term, 
they established a small 
mental health division of 
the ministry with a minor 
post of minister of state 
leading it. Many of us told 
the government that this 

was the wrong way to go for 
a lot of reasons.

They then made the colos-
sal mistake of firing Nancy 
Hall, the mental health ad-
vocate who sought out and 
found areas in the mental 
health field where govern-
ment attention was needed. 
Her post was not renewed 
because, said the B.C. Lib-
erals, ministry staff could 
do the same thing. That 
was horse buns. No bu-
reaucrat or junior minister 
wants to show premiers 
and finance ministers 
where they should spend 
more money.

To be poor, of course, 
doesn’t mean you are men-
tally ill. But lots of people 
living in poverty are. By 
no means are all the home-
less people mentally ill, but 
many of them are.

How many mentally ill 
are there? We don’t know 
because the government 

doesn’t want to know.
Because, you see, if men-

tally ill people were treated 
like the physically ill, the 
cost would erode the sur-
pluses the B.C. Liberals ran 
up on the backs of the poor. 
As mentioned, this was the 
reason Nancy Hall had to 
go – she would look for and 
find areas of sick people, 
and that would never do.

The Campbell government 
likes its vote-getting sur-
pluses, you see, and doesn’t 
want to find mentally ill 
people eating away at the 
profits. Even though find-
ing and treating the men-
tally ill is the right and de-
cent thing to do, and would 
pay substantial dividends 
down the road, this govern-
ment isn’t interested.

The tragedy is that the 
government, after finally 
finding sick people under 
bridges, gives out more 
funds to those who need 
more housing money and 
thinks it has taken the sick 
off the street. A shelter al-
lowance only benefits those 
who have shelter. That 
Premier Gordon Campbell 

won’t listen tells you where 
he’s really at when comes to 
mental health.

The premier and his gov-
ernment are not evil – they 
simply don’t understand 
and think that because 
there aren’t thousands 
complaining, there isn’t a 
real problem. It’s not in the 
nature of any government 
to look for more fires to put 
out.

What must happen is 
simple: restore the role of 
independent mental health 
advocate to assess the prob-
lem, then deal with it.

Am I perhaps being too 
hard on the Campbell gov-
ernment? Do they simply 
not know of these things?

That scarcely seems much 
better than knowing and 
doing nothing.

The fact is that all of us 
need to know a lot more 
about mental health, for 
when voters understand, 
the penalty to a govern-
ment that doesn’t listen is 
loss of power, and that’s 
something Gordon Camp-
bell and his colleagues do 
know something about.
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Insuring that kids can read Mesley to lead speakers at Bio-Ag seminarWellesley doing business on the farm

165 Weber St S. Waterloo 519-742-4463

w w w. fo r b e s a u t o . c o m

• New Vehicles
• Used Vehicles
• Leasing
• Parts
• Service
• Collision CentrePONTIAC • BUICK • CADILLAC • GMC

MOTORS INC.

“When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced 
with exceedingly 
great joy. And when 
they had come into 
the house, they saw 
the young Child with 
Mary His mother, 
and fell down and 
worshiped Him. 
And when they 
had opened their 
treasures, they pre-
sented gifts to Him: 
gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.”

- Matthew 2:10-11

We three kings

OPEN: Mon–Wed 9-6, Thurs–Fri 9-8, Sat 8:30-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs
519-664-3610

Weekly  Specials
SPECIALS IN EFFECT DEC. 18 - DEC. 30

Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades AA, AAA

Eye of Round Roasts

Chicken Breasts

Bone In Hams

Black Forest Hams

Turkey Kolbassa

Onion & Parsley Cheese

Smoked

Whole, Half or Mini

Pine River

Boneless

$3.69/LB

$4.99/LB

$3.39/LB

$3.29/LB

$3.99/LB

$6.89/LB

Whole ...... $1.79/LB

Shank ...... $1.79/LB

Butt ........... $2.29/LB

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Haven’t finished your 
holiday shopping? 
You’re not alone. And 
this year you’ve got 

an excellent excuse: the weath-
er cues are all wrong. Simply 
put, it’s not beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas.

Stores and malls have been 
busy – after all, Dec. 25 will 
still arrive, snow or not – but 
shoppers have been somewhat 
confused by the mild tempera-
tures and green grass where 
there ought to be plenty of the 
white stuff.

South of the border people 
start their holiday shopping di-
rectly after the Thanksgiving 
long weekend in November.  In 
Canada we normally start pull-
ing out our charge cards Dec. 1 
or following the first snowfall.

This year, with the mild tem-
peratures erasing any signs 
of snow, the spending spree 
hasn’t got up to its usual speed, 
meaning it’s still to come. With 
Christmas just two days away, 
it’s going to be a busy week-
end.

Retailers are bracing for a 
hectic last push, says the or-
ganization representing the 
industry.

“I don’t sense the panic out 

Winter weather or not, 
Christmas crunch is here

Lack of seasonal cues likely to result in more last-minute shoppers
there,” Derek Nighbor, vice-
president of national affairs for 
the Retail Council of Canada,  
told the Observer this week. 
“I’m now looking at the calen-
dar, saying ‘It’s Dec. 20. I really 
have to get my act together.’ So, 
if you are not propelled by the 
weather you will be propelled 
by the calendar.”

The lack of wintry weather 
can have a psychological im-
pact on shoppers in this part of 
the country, he suggested. That 
may have slowed sales earlier 
in the month, but the deadline 
approaches. 

Those who’ve put off their 
shopping – Nighbor counts 
himself among that number 
– are predicted to make today 
(Saturday) the biggest retail 
shopping day of the year.

That Christmas falls on a 
Monday means the last-minute 
dash takes place on a weekend, 
multiplying the potential bo-
nanza.

“We haven’t seen this situ-
ation since 2000, and back in 
2000 Saturday the 23rd was a 
very busy Christmas shopping 
day,” he said. “Although a lot of 
stores are open on Sunday, on 
Christmas Eve a lot of people 
are going to church, going to 
mass. Christmas Eve tends to 
be a family day which means 
Dec. 23 tends to be a last shot 

for people to get those last-min-
ute gifts.”

The warmer weather may 
have temporarily slowed the 
shopping frenzy, but many 
have already purchased the 
most popular gifts of the year: 
electronics, toys, gift cards and 
clothes.

However, this Christmas, win-
ter gear is on everyone’s “least 
wanted” list. 

“The weather has been very 
mild and for retailers who sell 
seasonal products, heavier 
fall and winter apparel the up-
take has been a bit slower,” ex-
plained Nighbor.

Whether it’s winter wear for 
him, her or the family pet local 
retailers agree sales may be up 
but not when it comes to muffs 
and mittens.

“Obviously dog coats and 
boots aren’t moving as quick-
ly as they might if there was 
snow, but I’ve not noticed a dif-
ference in people’s attitudes,” 
said Lynn McCormick, owner 
of Village Pet Food Shoppe in 
Elmira. “They’re definitely 
buying toys and treats for their 
pets and pets of friends and 
relatives.”

Likewise, snow shovels and 
brushes are not of any interest 
to local shoppers cruising the 
aisles at Elmira Dollar.

“I’m just looking at a yellow 
shovel – I don’t think it’s going 
anywhere,” said Tino Toma-
dini.

But according to the local dol-
lar store owner, the fine weath-
er is conducive to finishing 
one’s Christmas shopping and 
enjoying the season.

“It’s kind of nice for Christ-
mas shopping to not have to 
wipe your feet before you get 
in your car,” said Ann Toma-
dini.

“Actually I think there are 
more people out for a walk. 
When it’s nicer out they are out 
and about. It’s a lot easier to get 
around.”

  

Josslins Insurance Brokers Ltd. of Wellesley, New Hamburg and Kitchener 
partnered with Gore Mutual Insurance Company Foundation donated 
$2,000 to support the Strong Start Program. Funds will help children 
aged four to six develop reading skills. 

desiree finhert

A year-end report tabled at Wellesley council this week shows the town-
ship issued 362 building permits in 2006. The report also shows 240 on-
farm businesses are now operating in the township: 62 per cent of all in-
dustrial tax revenue comes from farm operations.

CBC broadcast journalist Wendy Mesley and Jeffrey Smith, author of 
Seeds of Deception, will be featured speakers during Bio-Ag Consultants 
and Distributors’ annual seminar to be held at the Perth East Recreation 
Complex in Milverton Jan. 24. 

‘TIS STILL THE SEASON  Assistant Jane Schickerowsky (left) and owner Lynn 
McCormick of Village Pet Food Shoppe in Elmira have the Christmas spirit despite the 
unseasonably warm weather.
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t See TRAINING page 17

TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

519-669-537725 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira

The Son Is Born

“For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRAwww.herbalmagic.ca

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 6:00pm;  Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

This special time 

of year presents 

an opportunity 

for us to say 

thank you to all 

of our clients. 

We value your 

business and 

look forward to 

serving you in 

the New Year.

LEROY’S
AUTOCARE

Complete Automotive
Service & Repair

Merry
Christmas

from

and a special thank you to all our 
customers for supporting us so far, 

and we hope we can continue 
to serve you this coming year.

56 Howard Avenue, Elmira
Phone 519-669-1082

Fax 519-669-3084
leroysautocare@bellnet.ca

The Elmira Gymnastics Club donated $317 to the food bank this week 
following its year-end snowflake mock competition Dec. 16. Funds were 
raised during last month’s Gym-a-thon, which saw participants collect 
pledges for completing various routines.

Graham and LuAnn Snyder continue their 37 Rising Stars tour of 30 NHL 
cities. Last week in St. Louis, they met with Blues players Dennis Wideman 
of Elmira and goaltender Curtis Sanford, a former teammate of Dan Snyder 
in Owen Sound. In Atlanta Dec. 21, they’ll head home for Christmas.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B E R V E R  S T A F F

Re p r e s e n t i n g 
your country at 
a world champi-
onship kung fu 

tournament is a dream 
come true for any seri-
ous student of the mar-
tial art; taking on ad-
versaries alongside your 
father, however, brings 
the experience to a new 
level.

That’s just what 14-
year-old Jesse Hackett of 
Maryhill has in store.

“I guess you could con-
sider us a team; because 
he’s a black belt he can 
teach me, and sometimes 
I see things wrong with 
his (work) that I can 
teach him, so I guess we 
kind of help each other 
out that way,” Jesse, a 
green belt student of the 
ancient Chinese martial 
art, told the Observer. 

He and his father David 
will compete at the World 
Championship Martial 
Arts Goodwill Games in 
Cancun, Mexico, Jan. 6-
13. 

Donning the Canadian 
uniform at the upcoming 
tournament is an honour 
they both hold dear. 

Each will compete with-
in his respective catego-
ry: Jesse with the green 

Kung fu has them in its grip
Maryhill father-son team gets set to compete at martial arts tournament in Mexico

belts and David with the 
blacks. 

“We’ll strive to do the 
best we can. We don’t 
care who comes, we’ll 
take on whomever,” said 
David, a 48-year-old 
Maryhill volunteer fire-
fighter.

While Jesse has been 
to international tourna-
ments before, he still 
has a long way to catch 
up to his father, who has 
been practicing the mar-
tial art for more than 20 
years. And while he is 
well aware of the hard 
work that a black belt 
symbolizes, the teenager 
is also cognizant of the 
practical applications of 
his martial art. 

“They teach you all 
sorts of situations that 
could happen any day 
and the stuff they teach 
you is really easy, ba-
sic, but it works,” he 
said, noting that kung 
fu provides him with a 
fun-filled way to stay fit 
as well as a valuable self-
defense tool.

Side by side, Jesse and 
David exude a confidence 
that comes, in part, from 
kung fu. Courage and 
mental fortitude are 
qualities which form 
part of the philosophy 
of kung fu and they are, MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Elmira Sugar Kings defenceman Adam MacDonnell will be suiting up 
with the Norwich Merchants in the Niagara and District Junior C league. 
MacDonnell made a request to leave the Kings to play under his former 
coach. GM Keith Stewart said the request came as a surprise. 

DYNAMIC DUO Maryhill’s David (right) and Jesse Hackett are a father-and-son team that will head to Cancun, Mexico to represent Canada at 
the World Congress of Martial Arts Goodwill Games in early January.
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STORE HOURS: Mon-Thur. 8-6 
Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5

1421 King St N., ST. JACOBS   •   519-664-3301

VISIT US AT WWW.HOMEFURNITURE.CA

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
As another holiday season draws to a 

close, we’d just like to thank all of the 

faces that have graced our doors and 

wish everyone a peaceful, relaxing 

New Year.

See you 
again Soon!

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B E R V E R  S T A F F

Looking for some 
revenge after a 
5-0 loss the week 

before, the Sugar Kings 
posted a solid 7-4 vic-
tory over the Winter 
Hawks Sunday night. 
The two points were 
crucial as Elmira looks 
to keep pace with the 
first-place Cambridge 
squad.

While the Dec. 17 win 
was sweet, the Kings 
were perhaps preoc-
cupied with that re-
match when they met 
the Waterloo Siskins 
two nights earlier. The 
result? A 4-3 loss on the 
road. Not exactly the 
best way to kick off the 
weekend, especially if 
you’re in pursuit of a 
little vengeance in the 
standings.

Luckily, the team that 
played in Waterloo Dec. 
15 was not the one that 
welcomed the Hawks to 
the Elmira Arena Sun-
day afternoon.

“Obviously you want 
to win every game that 

Kings have their vengeance 
on Cambridge Winter Hawks

After loss to Waterloo, Elmira improves the weekend with strong showing on home ice

t See VICTORY page 13 PHOTOS BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

POULTRY SANDWICH Kings  Jeff Zippel and Ryan 
Zehr treat Hawk Jake McClelland to a solid hit.

STOP AND GO Ryan Amyot hits the brakes and 
looks for the puck in game action Sunday.

KEEP ‘EM COMING Joe Vanni and Dane Dobbie celebrate a Sugar Kings goal against the Cambridge Winter Hawks Dec. 17 at 
the Elmira Arena. The Kings exacted a measure of revenge, posting a 7-4 win.
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8 Snyder Ave., Elmira, ON • 519-669-4111

May the true spirit of Christmas 
bring you peace and joy, and 

may you dwell in His light, forever.

50 Arthur St. • 519-669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED
During this busy
holiday season,
take time out to

enjoy the happiness 
of the holidays.

Happy
Holidays!

HAVE A 
  MERRY CHRISTMAS 
      AND A 
       HAPPY NEW YEAR!

CHRIS & ANNA 
PALESHI

AND STAFF

FROM

39 ARTHuR ST. N., ELMIRA  •  519-669-1666

www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 519-746-6000

from

Clare Weber's 
Fabricating

3044 SAWMILL ROAD, ST. JACOBS 519-664-3711

We're reaching out to 
all our good friends

To wish you a season 
of joy without end!

Thank you for 
warming our holidays 
with your friendship.

40 Memorial Ave.
 Elmira

519-669-8309

Like a candle burning brightly, God leads us in the 
right direction. May you enjoy a blessed holiday. 
Many thanks for your support and friendship.

In This Season of 
Enlightenment

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville, ON N0B 1X0

Tel: 519.699.4641• Fax: 519.699.4875
www.freybc.com

Season’s 
Greetings
With appreciation 

and best wishes to all
of our valued customers, 
suppliers, and friends!

Sulco Chemicals Limited

Here’s hoping 
every happiness 
comes your way 
throughout this 
holiday season 
and beyond.

60 First St. E., Elmira • 519-669-5166

~from the staff at 
Lloyd Frey’s Garage Ltd.

May your Christmas 
be filled with music and song, 
and God’s special blessings the 

whole season long.

519-669-8818

Dennis, Durrell 
& Merlin

Located at the corner of Weber St. & Benjamin Road, WATERLOO
519-888-9992

We’d like to wish all our loyal customers 
a very happy holiday and a prosperous 
New Year. Thanks for your patronage!

Merry
Christmas!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • PERSONALIZED SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Call 519-669-2033 COLLEEN • Cell: 519-581-7868

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

It’s the happiest time of the year, 
and it’s customers like you who make our 
work worthwhile. Thanks so much for your 

generous support.

HO! HO! HO!HO! HO! HO!

MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS

SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS
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21 Industrial Dr.
ELMIRA

519-669-2884LTD.

On the occasion of our
  Saviour’s birth,

We at Martin’s would like
  to wish you a

Safe & Happy holiday
  season.

At this time of year,
we thank you for
shopping here.

Season’s Greetings!
Elmira’s Vac Centre

    9 CHURCH ST. E., ELMIRA                     519-669-8362

This holiday season, let us remember the true 
meaning of Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manager. May his love 
ring out to the world. Peace on 

Earth, good will towards men.

35 Howard Avenue, Elmira

519-669-3232

Prince of Peace

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F 

Squeezing one in 
during the last 
minutes of play 

earned the Elmira 
Sugar Kings two points 
in Kitchener despite a 
lacklustre match – win-
ning 4-3 over the Dutch-
men Tuesday night.

Coming off an emotion-
al 7-4 victory over the 
first-place Cambridge 
Winter Hawks Sunday, 
the Kings couldn’t seem 

to muster much energy 
for this affair.

“The boys came out 
a bit f lat, but that’s ex-
pected after a big win 
against Cambridge,” ex-
plained general manag-
er Keith Stewart. “That 
happens a lot of times: 
teams will have a little 
bit of a let down. But 
they played well enough 
to come back and win 
that late goal and win 
the game. They showed 
a lot of character that 
way.”

Kings chalk up last-minute win
Listless Elmira squad comes on to take 4-3 decision over the Kitchener Dutchmen

Jumping on the some-
what listless Kings, the 
Dutchmen drew first 
blood at 6:05. Mike Hoff-
man converted from 
Phil Varone and Matt 
Beck for the Dutch boys’ 
only goal of the period. 

Elmira responded to 
go up 2-1 before the first 
buzzer, out-shooting the 
host team 14-11 to boot.

Trent Brown put one 
away at 8:37, with the as-
sistance of Ryan Amyot 
and Dan Rhame. Daw-
son Smith (John Lun-

ney, Brown) slid home 
the rubber at 14:29.

In the second, 
Kitchener again had the 
first word, with Beck 
sinking a power-play 
goal – assisted by Va-
rone and Hoffman – at 
1:50 to even things up at 
2-2.

The Kings clawed one 
back when Chad Hep-
burn took a feed from 
Jeff Zippel and Scott 
Lepold at 5:06. 

But the Dutchmen lev-
elled the board once 

more at 3-3 before inter-
mission. Hoffman bur-
ied the biscuit at 18:57, 
with a helping hand 
from Connor Greig and 
Varone.

Shots were 10-9 in 
Elmira’s favour.

In the final frame, the 
Kings out-shot their 
hosts 11-8 and notched 
the period’s only goal. 
With less than three 
minutes to play, Elmira 
grabbed a 4-3 lead. Just 
when Kitchener was 
willing to accept a tie, 

Lepold took a feed from 
Brent Freeman and de-
livered the final goal at 
17:26. 

“We’re happy with that 
overall,” said Stewart. 
“It wasn’t a great out-
ing, but you can’t com-
plain anytime you’re on 
the road and you come 
out with two points. 
Kitchener was playing a 
lot better. They’ve got a 
hardworking team. It’s 
not an easy two points 
anymore, especially on 
the road.”

Victory followed by post-game fun
you play, but Friday 
night we had a pretty 
good effort,” said coach 
John East. “Their goal-
tender played really 
well and they capital-
ized on their power-
plays, we’ve got to learn 
to stay out of the box … 
for the first two periods 
we were pretty good at 
it, the worst times we 
stuck ourselves in the 
foot by taking bad pen-
alties. We’ve got to stay 
out of the box.

“We knew we had to 
bring a better game to 
the table tonight,” East 
said after the Cam-
bridge game.

“I thought last week 
we had two pretty good 
periods but we didn’t 
finish strong and  es-
pecially when they had 
the lead they were able 
to shut us down,” he 
said, referring to the 
previous week’s 5-0 loss 
to the Winter Hawks.  

“That was the whole 
difference tonight, we 
got the lead early and 
it was a little interest-
ing in the third period 
but we were fortunate 
to hang on and get the 
win.”

The Kings opened the 
scoring on a power-play 
goal by John Lunney 
– assisted by Erik Vos 
and Tyler Brenner – at 
2:39 of the first period. It 
was all Kings after that 
as Marc Deschamps net-
ted one at 6:33, assisted 
by Ryan Amyot and 

Scott Lepold. Vos fol-
lowed suit shortly after 
(9:54) on a shorthanded 
pass from Brenner and 
Paul Bezzo.

The Kings retired to 
their dressing room with 
a comfortable three-goal 
buffer. Things looked 
good for the home boys, 
vastly different from the 
previous week’s thrash-
ing in Cambridge.

The Winter Hawks fi-
nally got on the board 
just 32 seconds into the 
middle frame on a pow-
er-play goal by Jordan 

Schulz; Ben Bartlett 
and Nathan Abelson 
picked up the assists. 

Eager to keep the mo-
mentum in their game, 
the Kings potted one be-
fore the buzzer: Brendan 
Lynch converted on a 
pass from Brent Freeman 
and Dan Rhame at 7:40. It 
was 4-1 after 40 minutes.

The Kings immediate-
ly added to their lead as 
action resumed in the 
third. Lunney potted 
his second of the night 
(Vos, Freeman) at 0:56, 
redeeming himself after 

Continued from page 11

missing a wide-open net 
only seconds before.

Dane Dobbie made it 
6-1 for the Kings on an 
unassisted tally at 4:32.

It was a comfortable 
lead for any team and 
by any standards.  

But the Kings were near-
ly done in by two nem-
eses: silly penalties and 
a resilient Cambridge 
hockey club. There is a 
reason the Winter Hawks 
own the top stop in the 
Mid-Western Junior B 
Hockey League (25-5-0-1, 
51 points).  

Clearly not dead, the 
embattled Winter Hawks 
rallied the troops, bom-
barded the Elmira net, 
and played their best 
hockey in the final half 
of the third period. Kyle 
Helms sparked the late 
Winter Hawk surge, net-
ting a power-play goal 
at 6:25 on pass from Jeff 
Harbach and Paul Du-
pont.

Harbach netted one 
himself at 9:10 on an-
other power-play goal; 
Jake McClelland picked 
up the sole assist. Helms 

got his second of the 
night at 10:58 on yet an-
other man-advantage at 
10:58. Jake McCelland 
drew the assist.

Eager to throw what-
ever they could at the 
Elmira net, the Win-
ter Hawks pulled their 
goalie to gain an extra 
attacker, but the gamble 
worked in Elmira’s fa-
vour as Vos intercept-
ed an errant puck and 
scored an empty- net-
ter making it 7-4 for the 
Kings with less than a 
minute to play.  

PHOTOS BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

TIMEOUT Tough guy Ari Lifschutz (centre) makes nice as he signs autographs for young fans, as did the rest of his teammates. The team 
hosted a skate-with-the-Kings event following Sunday’s matinee against Cambridge.

ON THE GO Brady Brezynskie keeps 
his eye on the prize as he trudges 
toward the net during a Tyke exhibition 
between periods of Sunday’s game.

FUN ON ICE Charlene and Lucas Radler 
enjoy their skate with the Kings.
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ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA • ELMIRA

BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

519-669-5478 • 1-800-265-6126

519-884-0100

100 Union St. • 519-669-1501

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • 519-699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

95 Southfield Dr • 519-669-1842

ROLAN INC
ELECTRIC MOTOR

Sales & Repair

Wallenstein • 519-669-2231

Wallenstein
General Store

• Groceries • Hardware • Dry Goods •
From Bulk Foods to Farm Boots
From Wrenches to Farm Fences

19 First St. E. • 519-669-3362

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING &
HEATING SPECIALISTS

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

1370 King St. N., St. Jacobs • 519-664-3412

For All Your Tire Needs

“Doing it right for over 65 years!”

THOMAN
TIRE SERVICE (1989)

Ltd.

Where:
Elmira Lions Hall
40 Snyder Ave.

Date:
Fri., Dec. 29, 2006

Time: 
2:00 - 8:30pm

Rejoice as we celebrate 
the birth of our Saviour.

Wishing the happiest 
of holidays to all our 

friends and neighbours.

LEON MARTIN
Broker

 BERT MARTIN
Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., BROKERAGE

4-B Arthur St. S.,
ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

519-669-5426

®

bert@remaxsolidgold.biz leonmartin@remax.net

2192 Floradale Rd.
519-669-1381

Fabric • China • Giftware • Clothing • GroceriesHILLCREST
Home Baking

JOY TO 
THE WORLD
THE LORD
HAS COME

Just as the shepherd watches over      
his flock, may the Lord hold you and 
your loved ones in His good graces 

throughout this holiday season. Noel!

RURAL SHOE & REPAIR
1072 GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE

PH: 519-699-5078 FAX: 519-699-9354

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a weekend the Apple-
jacks would rather forget. 
Back-to-back losses added 

to the team’s struggles in 
the 2006-07 season.

A shootout loss to the Ayr 
Centennials – one of the few 
teams trailing Wellesley in 
the standings – on Dec. 15 
was followed by a 4-3 defeat 
at the hands of the Hagers-
ville Hawks the following 
day.

The Friday night game in 
Ayr was a heartbreaking 
outcome for a team that had 
gone up 4-1 in the first peri-
od only to lose 8-7 in a shoot-
out. As far as the coaching 
staff was concerned, how-
ever, the Jacks’ loss had 
more to do with a lack of 
discipline than a blight of 
misfortune.

“We weren’t happy at all 
how we played,” general 
manager Dave Litt told the 
Observer later. “We blew a 
three-goal lead; we were up 
4-1 going into the second pe-
riod and a lack of discipline 
cost us the lead and we 
ended up losing the hockey 
game in a shootout to a 
team that … doesn’t have 
too many wins.”

The early Applejack lead 
began at 3:39 when Dan 
Berwick converted on a  
pass from Brett Vangerwen 
and Brock Gerber.

The Centennials were 
quick to answer back, how-
ever, as Ryan Warner pot-
ted one at 4:40 on a setup 
from Craig McInally and 
Rob Brooks. 

The rest of the period be-
longed to the Jacks.

Wellesley’s Mike Fisher 
netted an unassisted goal 

at 6:00. Tanner McIntosh 
followed suit at 11:15 (Eric 
Benesch, Blake Martin), 
and Aaron Ryan (from Mc-
Intosh) at 15:11. 

The Jacks retired to their 
dressing room after one pe-
riod of play with a comfort-
able three-goal buffer.

But if the first period was 
owned by the Jacks the sec-
ond belonged entirely to the 
Centennials, who scored 
four goals to Wellesley’s 
one. Ayr’s Eric Wilson got 
things rolling less than a 
minute into the frame with 
a goal at 0:24 (Sylvain Ray-
mond, Mike Richards). 

Brent Owens scored an 
unassisted short-handed 
goal at 3:22, and Jake Wer-
ner did the same at 6:32. 

The Centennials were now 
even with the Wellesley Ap-
plejacks.

The Jacks momentarily 
tipped the game in their 
favour just seconds after, 
as captain Richard Shantz 
converted on a Tanner Mc-
Intosh pass to make it 5-4 
for the home side.

But that lead was short-
lived as the Ayr Centenni-

als tied things up at 10:40 
on another unassisted goal 
courtesy of Wilson.

The Jacks came close to 
claiming the game’s two 
points when Blake Martin 
(Shantz, Benesch) scored 30 
seconds into the final peri-
od and Scott Hanley did the 
same (Owen Engel, Martin) 
at 2:01. 

But as the Jacks’ seasonal 
misfortunate would have it, 
the lead soon vanished. The 
Centennials evened things 
out on power-play goals by 
Adam Pett (Brian Stanovie) 
at 6:44 and Wilson at 16:23.

After a comfortable lead in 
the first period and an im-
pressive comeback attempt 
in the third, the Jacks were 
unable to keep a firm grip, 
eventually losing to the 
Centennials in a shootout.

Saturday’s away game in 
Hagersville wasn’t any bet-
ter. 

While the previous contest 
had seen the Jacks posting 
an early lead that crumbled 
in the dying minutes of the 
game, Saturday’s contest 
was the opposite: despite a 
valiant effort in the final 

frame, the Jacks were un-
able to alter the course of 
their sinking ship.

“We came back from a 
three-goal deficit and then, 
again, took some undisci-
plined penalties. We ended 
up coming up short,” said 
Litt.

The Hagersville Hawks 
opened the scoring at 12:55 
of the first period on a goal 
by Justin White, Eric Hill 
picking up the assist.

In the second period, Hag-
ersville’s Prosper Mwenga 
potted goals at 7:09 (Hill), 
and 14:25 (Hill, Darren 
Kraay) making it 3-0 for 
the home team before the 
second period buzzer.

With a win still within 
reach, the cider boys came 
out into the third period 
with a vengeance. Pat Shan-
tz got his team’s first at 1:18 
on a pass from Richard 
Shantz and Dan Berwick. 
Brett Vangerwen added 
one at 6:14 (Wes Hauck, 
Pat Shantz) and Hauck tied 
things up for his club at 
10:46 on a feed from Brock 
Gerber. After a hard-fought 
and determined effort to 

Jacks suffer another lost weekend
Two defeats in as many days leave Wellesley squad looking for answers

surmount the Centennials’ 
three goal lead, the Jacks’ 
attempt came to a crashing 
halt when Mwenga com-
pleted his hat-trick at 19:01 
making it 4-3 for Ayr. 

With less than a minute 
to play, the Jacks hadn’t 
the time to change things 
around.

Despite the losses, Litt is 
convinced his hockey club 
will turn things around. 

“It’s time now that we 
should know how to call 
in a game … the excuses 
are wearing thin. It’s time 
we stepped up and played 
hockey like I know we can 
play hockey, like I feel that 
we have the talent to do 
and that so far we haven’t 
achieved. We’re loaded 
with talent, the boys have 
the makings to win hockey 
games.”

The Jacks travelled to 
Delhi to face the Travellers 
Friday night before return-
ing home today (Satur-
day) to face the Tavistock 
Braves, the McConnell 
Conference’s number-two 
and top-ranked teams re-
spectively.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

 COMPILED BY DESIREE FINHERT

Christmas is a time when 
we all remember what it 
was like to be a child: the 
fresh-baked cookies, the 

fresh scent of the tree, the 
twinkling lights...

... may you and yours
create warm memories

this holiday season.

19 FIRST STREET EAST, ELMIRA
TEL: 519-669-8511

C.J.
BRUBACHER

LTD.
TEL: 519-669-3362

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

519-669-8212

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY

MAjOR NOvICE A
DEC. 15
• Fergus 4 Woolwich 2
Goals: Mason Buehler, 
Garrett Schultz.
Assists: Connor 
Bauman.
DEC. 16
• Burlington 5 
Woolwich 3
Goals: Blake 
Doerbecker (2), Mathieu 
Fife.
Assists: Buehler, 
Danyal Rennie, Schultz, 
Ryan Shantz. 

NOvICE
DEC. 13
• Twin Centre Hericanes 
4 Waterloo Ravens (3) 
Bruin-ettes 2
Goals: Pamela Hammer 
(2), Kayla Lee (2).
Assists: Shaylyn Jones.

NOvICE BLUE 
• Woolwich 3 Waterloo 
(5) 3 
Goals: Ciara Hea, 
Emily Willms, Meghan 
Martin.
Assists: Martin, 
Willms, Autumn 
Campbell, Hea.

MAjOR ATOM
DEC. 13
• Woolwich 7 Guelph 1

Goals: Mackenzie 
Shantz (2), Jordan King, 
Wes Martin, Bo Uridil, 
Johnny Clifford, Tristen 
White.
Assists: Shantz (2), 
Martin (2), King (2), 
Matt Lair (2), Uridil, 
Brady Erb, Adrian Gilles, 
Ryan Schinker, Alex 
MacLean.
DEC. 16
• Elmira 2 Elora 0
Goals: Jordan King (2).
Assist: Ryan Schinker.
Shutout: Keaton Weiss.

ATOM AE
DEC. 13
• Woolwich 6 Dundas 2
Goals: Alex White, 
Nigel Baldin, Calvin 
Cressman, Owen 
Griffiths, Timmy Shuh.
Assists: Griffiths, 
Austin Horst, Cressman, 
Baldin, Shuh.
DEC. 16
• Woolwich 1 Fergus 0
Goal: Baldin.
Assist: Bobby 
Sutherland.
DEC. 17
• Flamborough 5 
Woolwich 0

ATOM LL 
DEC. 17
• Plattsville (2) 3 
Woolwich (3) 1
Goal: Nathan Dowdall. 
Assist: Troy 

Nechanicky. 

MAjOR PEEWEE A
DEC. 16
• Dundas 7 Woolwich 2
Goals: Logan White, 
Justin Schlupp.
Assists: Ryan Ament 
(2), Jake Mitchell, 
Clinton Dechert.
DEC. 18
• Guelph 5 Woolwich 3
Goals: Schlupp, 
Brayden Stevens, Stuart 
Arsenault.
Assists: Aaron 
Burkhart, Justin Neeb, 
Dechert.

PEEWEE AE
DEC. 9
• Ancaster 2 Woolwich 
0
DEC. 14
• Flamborough 4 
Woolwich 0
DEC. 12
Hespeler 9 Woolwich 2
Goals: Stephen 
Kardasz 2. 
Assists: Blake Cabeldu, 
Tyler Fulcher, Sam 
Maier and Jaeden 
Shoemaker.
DEC. 17
• Dundas 6 Woolwich 1
Goal: Kardasz.
Assist: Alex David.

PEEWEE B
DEC. 16
• Twin Centre Rep 

Hericanes 0 Cambridge 0
DEC. 17
• Woolwich 3 Twin 
Centre Rep Hericanes 2
Twin Centre goals: 
Megan Bott, Hannah 
Snider.
Twin Centre assists: 
Ashley Beacom, Alicia 
Koebel.

PEEWEE LL
DEC. 16 
• Woolwich (1) 3 Ayr 
(2) 1
Goals: Brayden Frey, 
Alex Martin, Dan Faries. 
Assists: Frey, Jordan 
Arndt (2).
DEC. 17
• Twin Centre Hericanes 
3 Cambridge Black 0
Goals: Nikki Aitcheson-
Huehn, Amanda 
Hemmerich, Natasha 
Jantzi.
Assists: Lisa Steckley, 
Darci Jones, Jantzi, 
Jessica Dunbar.
Shutout: Lindsay 
Dietrich.

MINOR PEEWEE A
DEC. 13
• Oakville 3 Woolwich 
2
Goals: Kyle Bauman, 
Matthew Schieck. 
Assists: Kaitlin 
Doering, Mitch Kernick, 
McKinley Ceaser, Jake 
Moggy.

DEC. 17
• Woolwich 5 
Burlington 3
Goals: Evan Buehler, 
Chadd Bauman, 
Ceaser, Schieck, Eric 
VanGerwen.
Assists: C. Bauman, 
Adam Bruabacher, 
Moggy (2), Ceaser 
(2), Buehler, McKenzie 
Martin, Kaitlin Doering. 

BANTAM LL
DEC. 16
Ayr (1) 2 Woolwich 
(2) 1
Goal: Aaron Hoffer.
Assists: Wendel 
Yantha, Andreas 
Dierksen Hiebert.
• Woolwich (3) 5 
Woolwich (2) 2
Woolwich 3 goals: 
Jordan Moore (3), 
Bradley Thomas, Dalton 
Wojcik.
Woolwich 3 assists: 
AJ Priester, Connor 
Venier, Sebastien Huber, 
Matt Schwindt.
Woolwich 2 goals: 
Kayla Wilging, Christian 
Davenport.
Woolwich 2 assists: 
Ben Meyer, Sam Maier, 
Chase Duke.
DEC. 17
• Woolwich (3) 6 New 
Hamburg (1) 0
Goals: Wojcick, Yantha, 

Moore, Huber, Priester 
(2).
Assists: Wojcik, 
Yantha, Moore, Simon 
Baleshta.
Shutout: Matt Hanley.

MINOR BANTAM A
DEC. 7 
• Orangeville 4 
Woolwich 2
Goals: Ben Mitchell, 
Matt O’Hara.
Assists: Brandon 
Nickel, Kyle Coulter, 
Andrew Brubacher, Ryan 
Rebelo.
DEC. 9 
• Oakville 6 Woolwich  
2
Goals: Nickel, Mitchell.
Assists: Alex Albrecht, 
Coulter, Taylor Doering, 
Jake Martin.
DEC. 17 
• Woolwich 4 Guelph  4
Goals: Albrecht, Coulter 
(2), Patrick Griffiths.
Assists: Doering (2), 
Dylan Wagner, Albrecht, 
Nickel, Jordan Good, 
Rebelo.

BANTAM AE
DEC. 14
• Flamborough 2 
Woolwich 1
Goals: Scott Young.
Assists: Brandon 
Brubacher, Brent Kron.
• Woolwich 9 Fergus 0

Goals: Kron (3), Devin 
Church (2), Christian 
Calenda, Brady Scott, 
Ben Zaniewski, Dylan 
Price. 
Assists: Tyler 
Schwartzentruber (2), 
Scott (2), Brubacher 
(2), Young (2), Kron, 
Calenda, John Griffiths, 
Price.
DEC. 18
• Woolwich 5 Fergus 1
Goals: Kron (2), Church, 
Scott, Zaniewski.
Assists: Calenda 
(2), Zaniewski (2), 
Price (2), Jordan Mills, 
Schwartzentruber, Scott, 
Kron. 
 

BANTAM LL
DEC. 17
• Woolwich Wild 2 
Stratford Aces 2
Goals: Lisa Ashworth, 
Stacey Thompson,
Assists: Thompson, 
Ashley Bauman.

MIDGET AE
DEC. 17
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo 
2 
Goals: Blaine Cressman 
(2).
Assists: Corey Martin, 
Cory Martin, Mark 
Paisley.
DEC. 18
• Woolwich 4 Erin 2

Goals: Dan Huber, 
Blaine Cressman, 
Paisley, Ryan Mann.
Assists: Mark Paisley.

MIDGET C
DEC. 18
• Twin Centre Rep 
Hericanes 3 Woodstock 
1
Goals: Courtney Bisch, 
Melanie Freeman, Emma 
Greer.
Assists: Steph Baril (2), 
Greer, Melissa Kaleta, 
Brittany Straus, Hailey 
Thorne.
 

MIDGET LL
DEC. 17
• Waterloo Ravens (1) 3 
Twin Centre Hericanes 4
Goals: Holly Ogram, 
Kaytlin Uberig, Carling 
Cisecki, Shelby Smit.
Assists: Laura Schultz, 
Sarah Van Allen, Ogram, 
Rachel Van Allen, 
Cisecki.

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE

jUNIOR
DEC. 16
• Woolwich 4 
Wellington North 4
Goals: Amanda Poole 
(3), Meghan O’Hara.
Assists: O’Hara, Emily 
Schieck, Amber Bauman.
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45 South Field Dr., Elmira

519-669-8883

M&G MILLWRIGHTS 
LIMITED

R.R.#1, Reg Rd 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)

ElmiRa     519-669-5105

May faith be your guide
during this holy season.

We appreciate the good faith you’ve shown us this year. 

We’re counting our blessings this holiday
season, and your kind friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from our family
to yours for a very merry Christmas and

a healthy, prosperous new year.

LINWOOD
VETERINARY SERVICES

3860 Manser Road, LINWOOD
PHONE: 519-698-2610

Happy Holidays!

Gleeson 
Insurance

Brokers Inc.
11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira 519-669-1611

1-888-453-3766
mail@gleesoninsurance.com

Let each of us  remember His message of 
peace, love and goodwill to all 

this Christmas season.

Have a holy and happy holiday.

11 Church Street East, ELMIRA
669-3030 • info@footfoundation.ca

"Feet Are Your Foundation"
Mon to Thurs  9:00 am - 5:30 pm • Fri 9:00 am - 2:30 pm

And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 

and saying, glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace, good will toward men.

   - Luke 2:13-14

Wishing you 
a blessed holiday. 

HO! HO! HO!HO! HO! HO!

MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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Miracles really do happen, and there’s no better time than 
Christmas to restore our faith in the Lord and our fellow man.

Happy Holiday Greetings from our staff and their families!

 519-669-5453
FARM SERVICE LTD.

Martin Mills Inc.
P.O. Box 130
Elmira, Ontario  N3B 3A2

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
WISHING YOU AND YOUR 

LOVED ONES ALL THE TRIMMINGS 
OF A SPECTACULAR SEASON.

MERRY CHRISTMAS, 
AND HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Tel. 519-669-5171 • Fax 519-669-5982 • http://www.martinmills.com

PHONE 519-747-2280 • FAX 519-747-0217

Brian L. Shantz
Ltd.

BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SITE PLANNERS

brian.blshantz@golden.net

Here comes
Christmas!

As we deck the halls and trim the tree, we just want to
share with you how much we appreciate your business 

and look forward to working with you in the future. 
It has been our pleasure to serve you. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

The perfect holiday habitat
Just last week my wife 

asked if I would go for 
a walk with the kids 

to cut down a Christmas 
tree. I didn’t have to think 
twice.

While some people might 
look upon cutting a Christ-
mas tree as merely a pleas-
ant seasonal chore, to an 
outdoorsman it represents 
yet one more chance to play 
with the sharp objects that 
his wife has confiscated 
earlier in the season. We 
live for this sort of thing.

The only problem was de-
ciding which edged tool to 
take. There was the axe, the 
chainsaw, or the bucksaw. 
Each of these was capable 
of severing limbs with ease 
– and they could take down 
a Christmas tree too. Talk 
about exciting.

In the end, I decided to 
take the one my wife hand-
ed me – the bucksaw.

“That tree won’t stand 
a chance!” my daughter 
yelled.

My son, remembering 
last year, nodded stoically 
and loaded the first-aid kit 
upon the sled. 

I can’t tell you how 
pumped I was. I mean it’s 
not often that you can set 
up wildlife habitat right 
in your living room with 
the full approval of your 
spouse. No, usually you 
have to sneak the ducks in.

But despite this excel-
lent opportunity, my wife 
would only consent to one 
evergreen.

“How are we ever going 
to attract deer like that?” I 
asked. “You need at least 12 
for a decent bedding area.”

Apparently, that was not 
the point. 

Even so, a short while 
later, we were down in the 
valley behind the house.

“This is the tree!” my 
daughter yelled. 

With the discerning eye 
of an experienced outdoor-
sman, I appraised it.

“No, no it’s not,” I said. 
True, it was a nice tree, but 
I couldn’t envision, a fam-
ily of grouse perched in its 
branches or a fisher gnaw-
ing on a freshly killed hare 
beneath it. It didn’t seem 
festive enough.

“How about this one?” 
she asked. 

It was better. One limb in 
particular was high and 
thick enough to attract 
roosting turkey. I went to 
the sled and readied the 
bucksaw.

“Dad,” my boy interrupt-
ed, “that’s a 30-foot maple.”

He had a good point. 
Luckily, however, this sort 
of thing has never stopped 
me before. 

“Well, we can cut a hole 
in the ceiling and roof,” I 
muttered. “Maybe borrow 
a tractor to skid it up to the 
house …”

“Here’s one!” my little 
girl squealed.

It was a seven-foot 
spruce. 

“But it’s perfectly trian-
gular, symmetrical, and 
full all round,” I objected. 
“There’s no way any self-

respecting squirrel would 
live in this.”

“It’s absolutely perfect,” 
they said. “Mom will love 
it.”

“No she won’t,” I coun-
tered. “She loves squir-
rels.” It was a little white 
lie.

“This is the one,” they re-
plied firmly.

I countered with a stern, 
parental look. 

They stared back.
The temper tantrum that 

followed did not influence 
the outcome one bit.

“Are you through with 
that childish behaviour 
now?” my little girl finally 
asked, as they loaded it on 
the sled.

“Sure,” I said, releasing 
my breath. “But I still don’t 
like it.”

Though it wasn’t exactly 
the perfect tree for my lit-
tle indoor habitat project, it 
was just what my wife had 
in mind. The very next day, 
it was adorned with lights, 
tinsel, decorations, and a 
great big star on top. And, 
you know, though it looked 
beautiful, I couldn’t help 
but think that if we had 
only planted a food plot 
and landscaped a small 
pond beneath it, we might 
have attracted more wild-
life than the cat.

Then again, something 
tells me that it just might 
attract reindeer.

Merry Christmas.

Training has Maryhill duo set  
to compete for their country

naturally, lessons David 
wants to impart to his 
son.

“I’m capable of doing 
anything I want, but I 
have to want to do it. 
It’s having the discre-
tion of knowing what to 
do and what not to do; 
what you’re capable of 
doing and knowing what 
you’re not capable of do-
ing ,” said Hackett, refer-
ring to one of the most 
important lessons the 
philosophy of  kung fu 
has taught him. 

Hackett was first turned 
onto the martial art in 
1984, but it wasn’t easy 
getting started with a 
prosthetic limb. Hackett 
had the lower part of his 
leg amputated in 1974, 
after a conveyor accident 
at a car wash destroyed 
two major arteries in his 
foot. 

Looking for a physi-
cal activity to keep him 
busy and occupied when 
not skiing, and to supple-
ment his temporary full-
time job as a driver for 

National Grocers, Hack-
ett called a number of 
kung fu clubs in the K-W 
area. But when he told 
the club masters that he 
had a prosthetic limb, 
they voiced apprehen-
sion that he might hurt 
himself or the other pa-
trons. That all changed 
when he met instructor 
Randy Butcher at the 
Kitchener Kicks club.

“I started to tell him 
about my leg, and I 
don’t know if he was do-
ing something else or 
if he was just uninter-
ested, but he said ‘yeah, 
yeah, yeah, just come 
on down,’” Hackett ex-
plained. 

When he got to the club, 
Hackett asked Butcher 
whether he thought 
he’d be able to compete, 
prosthetic limb and all; 
whether he might not 
risk hurting other stu-
dents at the club. Butch-
er answered, “‘Read that 
sign to me Dave: Ron 
Day’s family academy of 
self defense and fitness. 
Read it again … self 

– you worry about your-
self, let the other guy 
worry about himself and 
I’ll see you down here 
tomorrow,’” Hackett re-
counted.

The rest, as they say, 
was history. 

Hackett became an in-
stant fan of the martial 
art, started training se-
riously, gained his black 
belt in 1997 and won 
scores of gold medals 
in able bodied tourna-
ments. In kung fu, Hack-
ett found the same deter-
mination he had exhib-
ited in teaching himself 
how to ski with his pros-
thetic limb at the age of 
17. In addition to being 
an avid skier, Hackett is 
also the head coach and 
program director for 
Ontario Disabled Alpine 
Racing Team. 

It’s an attitude and a 
life philosophy Hackett 
has taught his son. And 
as far as David is con-
cerned, it is one that was 
very much facilitated 
through the practice of 
kung fu. 

Continued from page 10
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The holidays are a time for celebrating special joys, 
like the continued loyalty of customers like you.

Nothing is more important to us than the trust and 
confidence you placed in us this year. As the holidays 
approach, we extend our thanks for this special gift.

It’s been a pleasure to serve you.          

Season’s 
   Greetings

ELMIRA SERVICE CENTRE
16 Church St. E., ELMIRA  519-669-8502

Wishing  youthe season’s 
best!

Blessings of the Christmas season to you and all your loved ones.

519-664-2263 519-664-3369

The staff and management  
of Dub-L-E wish you 

all a very merry
Christmas and the happiest 

of New Years!

DUB-L-E SERVICE CENTRE
390 Arthur Street South, Elmira            

Thank you to all our 
customers this year. 

519-669-2015

 What a 
glorious
night it was.
 May you 
carry the joy 
of that night
in your heart 
now and 
forever!

Sponsor NameW
WWAY-MAR INC.

since 1973

WAY-MAR INC.
3585 Ament Line, RR#3
Wallenstein, ON  N0B 2S0
www.waymar.on.ca 519-699-4236 Trust The Professionals

Bill & Heather MacKenzie
5-695 McMurray Rd., Waterloo

519-746-8333

Happy
Holidays!

Wishing you a festive season
filled with good friends, 

good times, and glad tidings. 
Thanks for making it all 

worthwhile!

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED
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HOLIDAY HOURS
23

SAT.

24

SUN.

25

MON.

26

TUES.

27

WED.

28

THURS.

29

FRI.

30

SAT.

31

SAT.

1

MON.

JANUARY 2

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

CLOSED CLOSED

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

CLOSED

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

NEW

YEAR’S EVE

3 TIME SLOTS

• 5 PM - 7PM

• 7 PM - 9 PM

• 9 PM - 11 PM

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS!

LEAGUES 
RE-START

CLOSED

15 FIRST STREET E., ELMIRA • 519-669-2833 • elmirabowl@rogers.com

GIFT
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

(GREAT STOCKING
STUFFERS!)

Season’s
          Greetings 

to you and yours
W o o d s,

C l e m e n s 
& Fletcher
L a w  O f f i c e

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-5101

12 Wellington St. N.
Drayton, Ontario N0G 1P0
Telephone: 519-638-5767

100 UNION ST., ELMIRA  •  www.reistindustries.com

Rejoice as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior.

Wishing the happiest of holidays 
to all our friends and neighbors.

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira, ON  N3B 3J7

519-669-1949

May the Christmas 
lights and decorations 
brighten your spirits 
and bring joy to your 
heart.

We consider ourselves 
very lucky to have you 
for a customer.

T hank you for brightening 

our holidays.

Syd, Cathy & staff

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Seven Sugar Kings and 
their coach will join 
the fray as the Mid-

Western Junior B Hockey 
League’s best meet at the 
all-star game in Stratford 
next month.

Elmira is sending its four 
top forwards, two defence-
men, a goalie and coach 
John East.

Forty-two of the league’s 
elite will kick off the new 
year with a match of mixed 
teams at the Allman Arena 
in Stratford Jan. 2.

Although the Kings didn’t 
get to choose their own rep-
resentatives, all the ones 
the club wanted to suit up 
were in fact picked, ex-
plained general manager 
Keith Stewart. 

“I think they’re all deserv-

ing. The four forwards are 
having great years: (Tyler) 
Brenner, (Erik) Vos, (John) 
Lunney and (Brent) Free-
man,” he added. “All four 
of them are up in the top-15 
in scoring. For sure, they 
deserve it.”

Vos holds the top spot in 
the league with 21 goals 
and 36 assists (57 points) in 
29 games played. Brenner 
is in the league’s number-
two slot with 33 goals and 
20 assists (53 points). 

But Vos and Brenner will 
find themselves in differ-
ent jerseys for the all-star 
match. 

Vos will head up the 
White team along with 
teammates Freeman (19-
24, 43 points) and newly ac-
quired defenceman Bren-
dan Lynch. 

On the Black team, 
Brenner will be joined by 

Seven Kings, coach headed 
for Junior B all-star game

East behind the bench for Black team 
as players split between two squads

Lunney (17-31, 48 points), 
goalie Kyle Knechtel and 
coach John East behind 
the bench. 

“We think Kyle Knec-
thel is one of the premier 
goalies in the league. He 
deserves to be there too,” 
Stewart added.

As for the game, competi-
tion will not be as fierce as 
in regular season play as 
the natural enemies try to 
work together.

“I think it gives the kids a 
night to get to know some 
of the other kids in the 
league. They know a lot of 
them from summer hock-
ey. Some of them skate 
together on other teams,” 
said Stewart. 

“Hopefully we come out 
of it without any injuries 
… that’s the only concern I 
have, that we come out of it 
healthy.”

GOING IN 
LEAPS AND 
bOUNDS

DESIREE FINHERT

UP, UP AND AWAY Elmira 
District Secondary School 
junior Lancer Scott Albrecht 
launches the ball during a 
53-35 loss to the Waterloo 
Vikings Dec. 19 at the EDSS 
gym.
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BOXING DAY BLOWOUT!BOXING DAY BLOWOUT!
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MONDAY JANUARY 1, 2007 Preview 10am/Auction 11am - 41 Lewis Rd. Guelph, in the building of Hollywood Furniture

NEW FURNITURE AND ELECTRONICS

Tammy Wrice has been instructed to liquidate this superb collection of new furniture and accessories at a “NO RESERVE”
auction. 20, 3 PC. sofa sets including 5 recliner sets from traditional to contemporary to designer in looks, from 100% Italian
Leather to the highest grade fabric on the market. 4 Gorgeous Dining Room suites, hutches, and sideboards, including
10 PC. Pub set. 6 Elegant bedroom outfits to include a stunning 8 PC. Oak Queen Mission Suite, a fabulous 8 PC. Cherry
Finish Queen Sleigh Bedroom Suite, and a Gigantic Cappuccino Finish Poster Bedroom Suite. A huge assortment of coffee
and end tables, gifts, entertainment units, and lamps, Slot Machines, an assortment of electronics and home theater;42”-50”
Plasma TV’s, DVD players, all under warranty. Selection of hand tools, many framed pieces of Art, Limited Edition “Group
of Seven.” Bombay Chests, Economy Mattresses and box spring sets in single, double, queen and king to the highest grade

pocket coil pillow top sets on the market. Tiffany Lamps, Vases, Pots & pan sets from Germany, 65-98 PC China Dish sets,
Cutlery & Knife sets, Tribal art, Masks, Porcelain Dolls, 8’x11’ and 5’x8’ Carpets. Handmade 100% Persian wool carpets.
Many more stunning items not listed. Subject to additions and deletions.
THIS MAY BE THE BEST AUCTION YOU HAVE EVER SEEN

AMPLE PARKING. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE.
Payment: Cash, Visa, M/C, Debit. 10% Buyers Premium.

For More Information Call:

519-821-9331 Ext 5
Or visit www.unclejoesauctions.com

Uncle Joe’s AUCTION

Everyone Welcome!
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

WE ARE OFFERING A 

DISCOUNT EQUIVALENT 

TO THE TAXES ON ALL 

REGULAR PRICED, 

IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE

FROM DECEMBER 27 

TO DECEMBER 30!

PRE-INVENTORY

TAX
RELIEF
SALE

TAX
RELIEF
SALE

DECEMBER 27-30 

ONLY!

ENJOY YOUR TAX HOLIDAY!

Santa’s Parade through 
St. Clements
Santa’s Parade through 
St. Clements

PHOTOS BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation had a lot of 
support on Sunday. Jana, Cody, Melissa and Amy (from left to right) wave to the crowd.

Ho, Ho, Ho. Santa Claus visited his St. Clements fans on Sunday accompanied by a number of helper elves.

GRoup of fuN St. Clements Nursery school put out a float.  From Left to right Cara Dietrich, Blythe 
Bender, Avery Bender, Lisa Lorentz and Isabelle Lorentz got into costume and greeted the crowd.

WHo SAyS polITICIANS HAvE No fuN? Wellesley councillors Shelly Wagner and Jim Olender greet 
the crowds.  In the background are colleagues Paul Hergott and Herb Neher.

Could IT bE oNE of SANTA’S REINdEER? 
Matthew Muschamp gets into character at the parade.

St Jacobs
Outlet Mall 

Open daily & weeknights ‘till 9, all year.
Closed New Year’s Eve at 4pm. Closed New Years Day.

Join Us
For Boxing 

Week
Blowouts

Throughout
the Mall

www.stjacobs.com
Contest Closes Feb.28/07

K101793

RudoplH? Rocky of Moose Winooski’s greeted the 
crowds decked out like a reindeer.



THE ARTS

30 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519-669-9028

The Central 
Tavern 

Staff and 
management
would like to 
wish everyone 

a Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New 

Year.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
SAT. DEC. 23RD — 12PM - 2AM • DEC. 24TH-26TH — CLOSED

SAT. DEC. 30TH — 12PM - 2AM • JAN. 1ST — CLOSED
JAN. 2ND — 2PM - 1AM

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27
LIVE BAND “THE LUDES”

SHOW
STARTS

9PM

May the comforts of home,
the love of family and

the memories of holidays past
renew your hearts this season.

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

“‘For there 
is born to 
you this 

day in the 
city of

David a 
Savior, who 

is Christ
the Lord.’”

- Luke 2:11

Government 
Inspected

519-698-9930 • 519-698-2213
Call to
Order

The son is born!

“LinguaElastic” an electro-acoustic sound art exhibition will be on dis-
play at the Elora Centre for the Arts Jan. 11–27. The live performance piece 
involves poetry by Jill Battson and electro-acoustic sound art by Andrew 
Staniland. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If you’ve only seen one 
ballet, chances are 
pretty good it was The 
Nutcracker, the peren-

nial holiday favourite. If 
you’ve seen many more, 
perhaps it was seeing this 
ballet that inspired you to 
do so – children exposed to 
dance at an early age are 
more likely to develop an 
ongoing interest.

That was certainly the 
case for Tara Butler, who’ll 
dance the part of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy when The Nut-
cracker comes to the Centre 
in the Square Dec. 28. The 
Ballet Jörgen Canada’s ad-
aptation of the story is an 
annual favourite.

“We used to go when I was 
young. I remember being so 
enthralled,” she said in a 
phone interview from North 
Bay.

With The Nutracker, a 
timeless tale of Christmas 
magic, that whole sense of 
childhood wonder comes 
into play with each perfor-
mance, she noted. 

“We all have that inside of 
us – we just lose track of it 
when we get older. That’s 
why people enjoy this sto-
ry.”

Told through dance and 
music, the story is a famil-
iar one.  It is Christmas Eve, 

What dreams are made of
The Nutcracker ballet paints a magical portrait of Christmas

1835, in a small town in Ger-
many. Herr Drosselmeier 
is in his workshop putting 
the finishing touches on a 
Nutcracker doll. Outside, 
the chilly streets are alive 
with bustling townspeople. 
At the Silberhaus home, the 
family is preparing to host 
a holiday party for friends 
and relatives. As the par-
ents decorate the Christmas 
tree, the governess attends 
to the children, Clara and 
Fritz.  

Later, as the guests enjoy 
the party, Uncle Drossel-
meier delights them with 
his mechanical dancing 
dolls, including a ballerina 
that captivates Clara, who 
has aspirations of becoming 
one herself. Drosselmeier’s 
gift of a Nutcracker dressed 
as a soldier becomes the 
young girl’s entrance into 
a fantasy world when the 
clock strikes midnight.

The Mouse King appears 
and challenges the Nut-
cracker to a duel. Just as it 
seems the Mouse King will 
be victorious, Clara throws 
her show at him – the Nut-
cracker takes advantage of 
the moment and slays the 
beast. Drosselmeier reap-
pears and performs one last 
magical act: he transforms 
the Nutcracker into a hand-
some Prince.  The charm-
ing cavalier takes Clara 
through the Land of Snow 

on a fantastic journey to the 
Palace of Sweets, ruled by 
the exquisite Sugar Plum 
Fairy. The Prince reenacts 
his battle with the mice 
to demonstrate how Clara 
successfully fended off the 
Mouse King. A series of 
charming dances is per-
formed to honour Clara’s 
courage, culminating in a 
very special pas de deux 
performed by the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and her hand-
some Cavalier.  

Set to music by Tchai-
kovsky, the tale’s magic is 
its enduring appeal.

“There’s a lot of magic in 
the story because it’s seen 
through the eyes of Clara, 
through the eyes of a child,” 
said Butler, who also dances 
the part of the Snow Queen.

Its enduring appeal to 
childhood memories and 
wonder makes Christmas 
special, and The Nutcracker 
taps into those feelings. As 
such, it has become part of 
the tradition.

“It’s a very uplifting and 
magical story – who doesn’t 
enjoy that?”

The Nutcracker dances on 
stage for two performances 
Dec. 28 (2 and 7:30 p.m.) at 
the Centre in the Square. 
Tickets are $31-$51 for 
adults, $19-$27 for children, 
available from the box office 
by calling 578-1570 or online 
at www.centre-square.com. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The call is out for those interested in participating in the Waterloo Re-
gional Art Council’s conteur literary competition celebration at the Globe 
Studios, Studio 22, Feb. 2. Interested participants must respond by Jan. 
21. Call (519) 744-4552.

Auditions for The Black Light Show presented by the Elmira Theatre 
Company will be held Feb. 3 at 10 a.m. The company is looking for young 
actors aged 10 and up for a fun-filled show of magic, puppetry and things 
that glow in the dark.

CHRISTMAS VISIONS Tara Butler is the Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, on 
stage at the Centre in the Square Dec. 28.
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WRAC calling for literary submissions Sounds electrifying: Elora Centre presents ETC looking to glow in the dark



SEASON SPONSOR MEDIA SPONSORS SEASON MEDIA 
SPONSOR

“You’re part of the family”

w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m

519 578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

Ticket Centre Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

TICKETS START AT  $49 | GROUPS OF 15+ SAVE 10%  

THE PERFECT
GIFT!

1\4pg_wonderfultownWOB  11/29/06  11:39 AM  Page 1

85 Earl Martin Drive, Unit 1 - Elmira, Ontario • 519-669-9145

Thinking
of you...

and hoping
your holidays

are  trimmed
with every
happiness.

We send our
wishes for a

wonderful
Christmas
to you and

your family.

Showcase the new arrival to your family in a special delivery January 6, 2007.

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 6 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

This special feature is 
open to all proud parents, 
grandparents, or friends of 

little ones born in 2006. $3000
email: 

babies@woolwichobserver.com

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

babies@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

(Sample)

of the
DEADLINE: 
Wednesday January 3, 2007
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  519-669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$12.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word
Extra Words (Business ).........30¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

519-669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone 519-669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax 519-669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 519-669-5790 

EXT 104 FOR QUOTE 

ON ALL DISPLAY 

ADVERTISING.
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WORLDS COLLIDE The driver of this Jetta was taken to hospital with serious 
injuries and a horse was killed as a result of a collision on William Hastings 
Line near Crosshill around 6 p.m. Thursday evening.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED CROSSWORD CROSSWORD CROSSWORD

M&G MILLWRIGHTS LIMITED
P.O. Box 247
Elmira, ON   N3B 2Z6
Attention: Human Resources
or Fax: 519-669-1450
or Email: bob@mgmill.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
M & G Millwrights has designed, manufactured and installed custom process 
& material handling equipment for the food, animal feed, aggregate and 
automotive industries since 1967.

Dedicated to providing exceptional service and support to our employees 
and clients; we are currently seeking the following dynamic individuals to join 
our growing team.

PLASMA & TORCH CUTTING OPERATOR
Requirements:
  • Ability to read blueprints
  • All aspects of plasma cutting
  • All aspects of flame cutting
  • Knowledge of all types of steel
  • Knowledge of material usage with minimal drop-off
  • General knowledge of all shop equipment
  • All aspects of material handling including forklift and crane operation
  • Fitting and welding abilities would be an asset
  • Computer knowledge

We offer:
  • Competitive wages
  • Company paid benefits
  • Wide variety of custom work

Apply in person between 8:30 - 4:00 at:

We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those considered will be contacted.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FINISHING ASSISTANT 
SUPERVISOR / LEAD HAND

WOOD FINISH SPRAYERS
GENERAL PRODUCTION

Krug Inc., a leading manufacturer of business furniture 
is currently recruiting a Finishing professional to join 
our growing organization in our Kitchener location.

Responsibilities will include supervision of staff, train-
ing and development, troubleshooting, assisting with 
the management of the production schedule, and 
resolving daily production and quality issues. Candi-
dates must have a minimum of 3-5 years wood finish-
ing/spraying experience.

We are also recruiting for Wood Finish Sprayers and 
General Production.

In exchange we offer a competitive wage and benefits 
package, including a pension plan and profit sharing.

If you are an individual who thrives on continuous im-
provement in a fast paced team environment please 
apply to:

Human Resources Manager
Krug Inc.

421 Manitou Drive
Kitchener, ON

N2C 1L5
Fax 519-748-5177 • E-mail: jobs@krug.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest and advise that 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Krug is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR SALE AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS

R E N I F O R M N A M I C B M
E X A M P E A B O D Y F L E A
A P P A R E L E D R A N N
D O G E N I P A P L A P S E D

Y E S C A R R I A G E S A
O K D O S R H O M B D I R T
H E W U P T U B C A C H E
M E P R O D I G A L S O N U S

P E A C O A T B A T H T U B
G O C E N T I L I T R E S A S
R U S K S O I L O R A R E
A T O M J I N N I P E R B E
P M A K E S E N S E N E T
P L A N E T D E T R A C T W E
L I T G T T A R E O L E S
E M I T S U B S I S T R O B S
D E C O O X Y T E S T T U B E

LAST WEEK’S 
WORDUP SOLUTION

Check out the WORDUP online in an
interactive format!

www.woolwichobserver.com

HELP WANTED

Full- t ime Experienced  
Dental recept ionist re -
quired for our  pat ient-
centered team  or ient-
ed progressive  general 
practice. Proficiency with 
computers,  bookkeeping 
and business systems is 
necessary. Approximately  
30% of time will involve  
chairside duties. Strong  
communication skills  are 
essential. We look  forward 
to receiving  your written 
cover letter  and typewrit-
ten resume. Please sub-
mit to  Dr. Paul Shutsa, 45 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON.,  
N3B 2M6.

Home Safety Detectives to 
educate, inspect and install 
security and fire warning 
systems in homes. Custom-
er service/sales  experience 
helpful. Will  train. Please 
send resume to  info@se-
curesense.ca

WORK WANTED

NO Time To Clean?  House 
keeper available. Experi-
enced, reasonable rates, 
dependable. Elmira area. 
Call  Pat 519-669-1981.

FOR SALE

1984 Yamaha Bravo  250. 
New track. Excellent kids 
machine.  $1200. Call  519-
698-2187.

963 Bobcat Skidsteer.  
3200 hours, cab, forks,  new 
78” bucket.  $16,000.00. 
Call  519-897-7707.

Carpet - I have several  
thousand yards of new  
Stainmaster and 100%  
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and  hall for 
$389. Prices include carpet, 
pad and  installation. 30 
sq. yrds.  Call Steve  519-
576-7387.

Give the Gift of Music  this 
Christmas! Guitar &  Bass 
Lessons, Musical  Instru-
ments & Accessories. Gift 
Certificates  available. Call 
519  -669-5885.

Lumber - Odds and  ends 
for sale. Call Peter at Fur-
niture Delight,  519-669-
0294.

Nearly New Maytag  wash-
er, older dryer  $350 for 
both. 1860’s  oak dining 
table & 4  chairs. Very or-
nate,  from Quebec $1400.  
Call 519-669-8466. 

Mattress Sets - All  Sizes! 
Look around  then come and 
get the  best for less. Also,  
housewares, footwear,  
skates, linens, toys,  baby 
items, books,  CD’s, movies 
& more.  The Nearly New 
Centre, 5116 Ament Line,  
Linwood, formerly Millbank. 
Tues - Fri. 10-5;  Saturday 
9-3.  519-698-0088.

UNDER $50 ITEM

LISTING AN UNDER $50 
ITEM IS FREE! Call 519-
669-5790 Ext 106.

Radio Control Hovercaft. 
Hardly used. $50.  519-
595-2406.

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 Jeep “TJ” Sport.  4.0L 6 
cyl., 5-spd.  AM/FM CD, alum.  
wheels, dual tops,  black, only 
24,075 kms.  $22,900. Voisin 
Chrysler 519- 669-2831.

2005 Dodge Dakota  Quad 
4X4 SLT. 4.7L,  auto, loaded 
including  alum. wheels, box  
liner,silver. 34,000 kms.  
$24,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2005 Dodge Gr. Caravan. 
Stow N Go, loaded, pseat, 
alum.  wheels, dual A/C, 
silver, only 34,230 kms,  
$20,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2006 Jeep Gr. Cherokee 
Laredo. 3.7L 6 cyl.,  fully 
loaded incl. leather, sun-
roof. “Must see”,  white, 
only 17,500 kms,  $31,900. 
Voisin Chrysler 519-669-
2831.

2006 PT Cruiser - 4  cyl., 
auto, air, alum.  wheels, 
loaded, silver,  34,500 kms, 
$18,900.  Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

PETS

Give Your Dog a holiday in 
newly renovated  boarding 
kennel. Reasonable rates. 
Lots of  Love On Four Paws,  
Drayton.  (519)638-3698.

RENTALS

One Bedroom close to  
downtown. Quiet building. 
Parking, laundry.  $590 
p lus /month.   519 - 669 -
1024. 

Elmira - 4 Bedroom  house 
for rent in family  neighbour-
hood, close  to downtown.  
No-smoking, no pets.  $1100 + 
utilities. Please  contact Trac-
ey at  519-669-1737 or Shan-
non at 519-669-8772.

Moorefield - One bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, elec-
tric  heat, cable TV. No  pets, 
adult building.  References. 
$695.00  inclusive. First & last.  
519-638-3013.

Newly Renovated 1 &  2 bed-
room apartments.  Available for 
rent as of  January 1, 2007 at 
“The  Regency, 1215 Queens  
Bush Road, Wellesley.  Heat-
ing included. Call  519-745-
7495 to arrange viewing.

One Bedroom Apartment 
available immediately. Upper 
floor, separate entrance. In-
cludes parking and  heating. No 
pets.  $585/mth. Phone  519-
669-8101 or  519-741-7405.

Outdoor Storage Unit  for 
rent. 960 sq. ft.  $400.00 + 
gst per  month. Easy access,  
ideal for contractor etc.  For 
further information  call Lee 
at  519-725-2644 or  1-888-
843-9929.

Our famous one-liner...

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, Ontario  N3B 1Z9 tel: 519.669.5790
1.888.966.5942

• 4x the circulation of the ‘competition’
• all advertising available online
• everybody has free access to newspaper

Observer classifieds 
working for You!.

CAr VS. HOrSE

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

We’ll be back in your mailbox January 6, 2007.
Have a fantastic holiday and all the best in the New Year!

The Observer office will be 
closed from Friday December 22 
at noon and will reopen in the 
New Year, Tuesday January 2.
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ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN

- SIDING
- SOFFIT & FACIA
- EAVESTROUGH
- REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS & DOORS

519-669-1727

AUTOMOTIVECOMPUTER REPAIR

SELF STORAGE

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

519-669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira 519-669-8309
Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira • 519-669-5551

Reality Bytes

Elmira’s 
LARGEST
selection of 
major brand
computers

Come see our 
showroom at:

COMPUTERS 

LAPTOPS

MONITORS 

and SERVICE

CONCRETE

T: 519•580•3434

DIAMOND
FORMING
DIAMOND
FORMING

• house walls (9’ available)
• farm walls
• retaining walls
• manure tanks
• crane rental service

F: 519•699•5446

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS 
OF GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE!

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

• Safety 
   Inspections
• Annual Truck
   Inspections
• Auto 
   Appraisals

• 4x4 & SUV 
   Service &
   Repairs

QUALITY SERVICE 
AND REPAIRS OF 

MOST CARS, VANS, 
PICK-UPS & SUVS

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  d o  r E S i d E n t i a L W o r k !

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General ConTraCTinG
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

E L M I R A

PHOTO
519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMING

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

G&H
ROOFING

ROOFING | REPAIRS | REFERRALS

H
Insured 

Free Estimates 
Best Rates

519-575-6922
Call and leave a message.

ROOFING

TheGoldsmith

28 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519.669.4600

Jewellry Repairs
Custom Work • Free Estimates

JEWELLRY REPAIRS

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUr QUICK rEFErENCE GUIDE TO PrOFESSIONAL GOODS AND SErVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products
Fast, Friendly Service
Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com

SALT DYNAMIC BALANCING ELECTROLYSIS

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237
Laser Technologist / Certified Electrologist

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

OCNA
Blanket
Classifieds

Week of
December
18, 2006

Posted
December
14, 2006

This ad is to
be printed by
all participat-
ing Ontario
papers 

Western
Region Ads
Included

AUTOMOTIVE
MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario MUST be registered
with OMVIC. To verify dealer registration or seek help with
a complaint, visit www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002. If
you're buying a vehicle privately, don't become a curb-
sider's victim. Curbsiders are imposters who pose as pri-
vate individuals, but are actually in the business of selling
stolen or damaged vehicles.

BUSINESS OPPS.
OWN YOUR OWN STORE - Country Depot, TrueValue
Hardware, V&S Department Stores - New & existing loca-
tions. No Franchise Fee - Earn Dividends. Call TruServ
Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-5085. www.truserv.ca
TURF LOGIC FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY - 100%
Pesticide Free Lawn Care. High-Tech, Low Investment,
Protected Territory, Outdoor Lifestyle. Get ready now for
2007. Call Toll-Free 1-866-239-4056, www.turflogic.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES
INCREASE SALES! Get a great website for a low cost of
$9.99/mth. Great web packages include design, hosting
www.yourname.com, email & more. No set-up or hidden
fees. Call 1-800-882-7226, www.greatwebpackages.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.
AAA ATTENTION STUDENTS AND ADULTS $$$. Holidays
are coming, make yourself up to $250/week by selling
super good products. 1-800-383-3589
CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE - Telephone Reconnect!
Switch for free - call for details! Disconnected? Monthly
service only $39.95 and low connection fee! Call Phone
Factory Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.
FUNDING FOR FARMERS & HRDC RECIPIENTS is now
available. Training available on Truck, Bus, Heavy Equipment
& Forklift. For more details CALL Ontario Truck Driving
School. Registered Private Career College. Toll-Free 1-800-
799-JOBS (5627), www.otds.com
JOURNEYMAN HEAVY Duty Technician at Kingland
Freightliner, Hay River, NT requires solid technical and 
diagnostic skills. CAT, Cummis, Detroit and Mercedes 
diesel experience preferred. $33.40/hour, pension, 
group plan, and relocation assistance. Apply to: 
employment@kinglandford.com or fax to 867-874-2843.
OILRIG EMPLOYMENT / WESTERN CANADA. Atlantic
Petroleum Training College, Nova Scotia Dept. Education
registered. Entry-level floorhand (roughneck) and Swamper
(assistant truck driver/rigger) certification programs. Quality
hands-on training on a fully operational oilrig, oilfield trucks
and trailers relocated from Alberta. Graduates wanted by
Western contractors. All necessary certifications issued.
Guaranteed oilfield job placement service on location for
graduates. HRDC funding may be available. Phone 1-888-
442-0116; Email: aptc@sstl.com.
PHONE DISCONNECTED? Super Special: only $13. for first
month plus hook up. Everyone welcome. Guaranteed
approval. Free long distance package. Call Easy Reconnect
now 1-877-446-5877.
SHOP FOREMAN TECHNICIANS. Get in on the ground floor
with an expanding General Motors dealership! We are look-
ing for individuals with solid technical ability, strong diagnosis
and trouble shooting skills, great customer service. General
Motors experience is an asset. Submit resume and refer-
ences to: Clark Dyck, Ulmer Chevrolet (Lloydminster), 2101 -
50 Ave., Lloydminster, SK/AB, S9V 1Z7. Fax 306-825-2099.
Email: lloydservice@ulmerchev.com.
WELDERS/LABOURERS needed for full-time employment in
B.C. Moving allowance (bonus), advancement opportunity,
steel fab apprenticeship available to right candidate. Fax
resume (604) 852-5614 or email: wasteline@shaw.ca.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
PAY $0 TAX IN 2006. GET IT ALL BACK.
www.rrsploans.biz. 1-800-480-0012. RRSP loans at 6% -
8% loan interest, from 1-10 years and deferral up to 6
months.

FOR SALE
A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE - Get your first month free.
No Credit, Bad Credit, No Problem! Call Freedom Phone
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464
NEW LOADED COMPUTER ONLY 99 cents/day! EVERY-
ONE'S APPROVED* Get a loaded MDG Computer with an
Intel Core2 Duo only 99 cents/day. Includes everything you
need: 1 GB RAM, 250GB HD, 19" LCD Flat Panel, Windows
XP and a FREE* Printer/Scanner/Copier (*Call for condi-
tions) 1-800-236-2504.
NO MONEY DOWN! Dell giant Christmas sale. PC/laptop.
Credit builder program! Ideal for education, business, enter-
tainment, *(easy payments, easy approval). 1-866-858-
0660 (*simple conditions).
SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00 - Convert your LOGS 
TO VALUABLE LUMBER with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders also available.
www.norwoodindustries.com - FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext:400OT

HELP WANTED
A JOB AT HOME, FT or PT. No experience required. Visit
our website now www.thesecretjob.com, Code A78.

A-Z DRIVERS WANTED
OUTSTANDING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES for
Experienced AZ drivers at Stevens Transport, Van Division.
Competitive pay & benefits. Dedicated equipment & runs.
Cdn & US exposure/border crossing experience, clean
abstract required. CALL 1-800-263-7461 & Join the Stevens
team!

A-Z DRIVERS WANTED
TOP PAY FOR TOP DRIVERS - Mid-West Highway Singles
& California Teams based in Cambridge. Year Round
Steady Freight. 1 year minimum experience. Call Now -
Recruiters Available 24/7 Toll-Free 1-888-213-3375 ext.222,
www.transportjobs.net.

MORTGAGES
MORTGAGES - FREE INFORMATION - INSTANT PRE-
APPROVALS BY PHONE FOR ALL PROPERTY TYPES.
Bank turndowns OK, Bankruptcies OK, No/Low Income OK.
1st, 2nd, 3rd Mortgages, Construction/Renovations, Debt
Consolidations, Purchases, Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you have sufficient "Equity"
... YOU'RE APPROVED!! Servicing Ontario for over 20
years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-996-8226 - Seven Days a
Week "Anytime." New Haven Mortgage Corporation.
SINKING IN DEBT? 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages. If you have
Bruised Credit - Bank Turndowns - Debt Consolidation -
Refinancing - Self Employed - Power of Sale - Past
Bankrupt. We can lend a Hand. www.canadalend.com Toll-
free 1 (866) i CAN LEND (1-866-422-6536) CALL NOW!

PERSONALS
5 reasons why to join Misty River Introductions: - Tired of
people on the Internet who aren't who they say they are. -
Thousands of people matched successfully in the last 12
months. - See current photos with complete profiles. -
Ready to meet someone who can commit to a relationship.
- We have been successfully matching for 12 years. Call
today for your free consultation (514) 879-0573 or visit us at
www.mistyriverintros.com.
CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a PARDON! Need to
enter the U.S.? Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free
brochure. Toll-free 1-866-9-WAIVER or 905-873-7410.

SERVICES
ERASE YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD. Criminal Pardons
& U.S. Entry Waivers. Free Assessments. Apply before
Christmas & save 30% off! Visit us online www.
canadianpardons.ca, Call 1-800-298-5520.

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDING SALE... Huge savings.
Manufacturer direct, 26 years. Withstand high wind
and heavy snow. Limited quantities. For SPECIALS
call Pioneer 1-800-668-5422 or visit www.
pioneersteel.com.

VACATION/TRAVEL
ALL INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS...Cheapest Airfares 
and Package Prices in Canada. Discounted 
Cruises, Hotels, Cars. Book online now and Save
www.canadatravels.com or Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-
563-5722.
PANAMA CITY BEACH $899.00/month. Escape winter
at The Summit Condo. 600' private beach Gulf-
front. Great Snowbird Club. Private balconies, fur-
nished condos. Heated pool, indoor spas. Nearby 
dinner cruises & more. 1-800-824-5048,
www.reservethesummit.com.
TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off Retail! Best
Resorts & Seasons! Call for FREE Timeshare
Magazine! Open 7 days a week! 1-800-496-5964.
Browse online for over 400 worldwide properties --
www.holidaygroup.com/ocn
TIMESHARE RESALES - Sell-Buy-Rent. World's
largest timeshare resale broker. Stroman Realty -
since 1979. Worldwide selection of resort properties.
Call today toll-free 1-800-201-0864.

Network Classifieds: Advertise Across Ontario or Across the Country! 
For more information contact

Your local newspaper

• It’s Affordable • It’s Fast • It’s Easy • It’s Effective • One Bill Does It All • Northern Ontario $82 • Eastern Ontario $143 • Western Ontario $133 • Central Ontario $139 • All Ontario $424 • National Packages Available!
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PHOTO REPRINTS

EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE 
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU!
• Provide us the issue date,
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for details
   or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for
   delivery in about a week.

SAY
CHEESE...

SHARPENING

See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537

STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

SCRAP WANTED

Celebrating over 30 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WE WANT 
YOUR SCRAP 

VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow 

it or TELL US 
WHERE IT IS...
We want your 
scrap car, van 

or truck.

FREE TOW!
TOP PRICES

PAID!
Call Chris at Paleshi
519-669-1666

CARPET CARE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
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32 33
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42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75

76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83 84 85

86 87

WORDUP CrEATED EXCLUSIVELY FOr WOOLWICH OBSErVEr

©2006 CATHEDrAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FrEE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUr QUICK rEFErENCE GUIDE TO PrOFESSIONAL GOODS AND SErVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES
• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

519-669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 
      and Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Dinner & a Movie
New Orleans Pizza & a
Movie Rental at Lazer Video
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

Night on the Town
Crossroads Restaurant &
Movie at Galaxy Cinemas
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Call for 
details

Call for 
details

36 Hampton St., Elmira

19 years 
experience

519-669-2251
interior/exterior painting • wallpapering & repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202/519-778-6104
FAX: 519- 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

GLASS INSTALLATION

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

Ortlieb 
Crane
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

CRANE RENTALS

Children’s Functions
Commercial Functions

Private Functions
All donations to

Children’s Wish Foundation

SANTA FOR HIRE

Call Doug 
or Tracy

519-669-4888

SANTA

SIGNS AND SCREEN PRINTING

RENOVATIONS

Ben White 
Renovations and

Bloomingdale, ON

“Your Old Home Specialist”

519-670-5289Cell:

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

Home Improvements

ACCOUNTING

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS, SOLE PROPRIETORS & PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003
20A Arthur St. N. 

Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Across  
1. Treat badly 
6. Rocks formed in water 
16. Rope-making plant 
fibre 
17. Having equine 
characteristics 
18. Sesame Street 
character, friend of 
Bert’s 
19. Syllable naming 5th 
note on musical scale 
20. Moronic ideas, 
actions and beliefs are 
examples of this 
21. Beside; next to; near 
22. At the same time that 
23. Picture 
25. Toothed machine 
parts 
26. A Scottish hobgoblin 
28. The Beach Boys 
claimed to do this in 
their first U.S. #1 hit (two 
words) 
30. Cold and unpleasant, 
either environment or 
interpersonal 
32. Crescent-shaped 
33. Wife of Osiris 
34. Forever 
37. Bride and groom say 
“I __” 
38. Royal seat 
42. In the direction of 
43. Himalayan country 
under Chinese control 
46. Beefeater 
47. Rocky mountain 
state, known for potatoes 
50. Portuguese-founded 
trading city on the 
Chinese coast 

52. Pay out 
53. Eying with great 
enthusiasm 
55. Derives pleasure 
from a radiant source 
57. A negative 
58. Thread puller 
59. Connects a noun with 
preceding word 
60. One who suffers for 
the sake of principle, 
inspiring others 
62. To a place or position 
on 
64. The first type of 
meson to be discovered 
66. Imagine, particularly 
in the persuit of a 
hypothesis 
69. Large port city on the 
Malay Peninsula 
73. Loose outergarment, 
particularly for foul 
weather 
74. For golf it’s 18 holes, 
in boxing’s Queensberry 
rules it’s 3 minutes 
75. Jewish holy day 
76. Not off. 
77. Me and you make __ 
78. Ending to word 
starting ‘What____’ 
79. Objective form of “I” 
80. Domesticator of wild 
animals 
82. Rock formed by 
successive layers of clay 
84. Fluid that transports 
sperm 
86. A face like this 
implies the owner has 
been crying (hyphen.) 
87. Lovers’ secret 

rendezvous 
 
Down  
1. Distribution according 
to a plan 
2. An ecosystem dictated 
by climate and distinctive 
flora and fauna 
3. World superpower 
4. Goat-like antelope of 
central Eurasia having a 
stubby nose 
5. Aged 
6. Medieval Japanese 
warlord, second only to 
the Emperor 
7. Epoch 58 to 40 million 
years ago, when modern 
mammals emerged 
8. Wood nymph 
9. Verb to be 
10. Excessive constriction 
of the eye’s pupil 
11. Yiddish term for timid 
simpletons 
12. Put clothes on to check 
the fit (hyphen) 
13. Indefinite article 
appears before words 
beginning with vowels 
14. Iranian money 
15. Agreeances 
24. Expresses position 
27. A complete DNA 
sequence 
29. Remove, expel, throw 
out 
31. Community too large 
to be a town 
33. Tiny detectable 
amounts 
35. Beaver home 
36. A flea is to a mammal 

as this is to a plant 
37. Coffee with stimulants 
removed (colloq.) 
39. Decoy who lures 
marks into crooked 
gambling establishments 
40. She-goat 
41. Formal and explicit 
approval 
44. Contraction of “I am” 
45. Hindi equivalent of 
‘Mr’ 
48. City in northwestern 
Syria 
49. bystanders 
51. Alright, approved, 
hunky-dory 
54. Family based on male 
descent 
56. Pollution that gets into 
low-lying water vapour 
61. A poetry meter, the 
reverse of a dactyl 
63. Famous nun dedicated 
to poor in India 
64. Maize, sugar, water 
- nutritious beverage 
65. A modifier implying 
something to be true 
66. Antarctic explorer 
67. The longer bones in 
human forearms 
68. one who caresses in an 
overfamiliar manner 
69. ___ Sarandon 
70. More perfect 
71. Hospital room where 
surgery performed 
72. hoarfrosts 
81. Informal term for 
mother 
83. Expression of greeting 
85. Of me or myself
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incidents taken directly 
from reports supplied by the Waterloo region Police Service. Woolwich 
Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained 
within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN                If you see crime happening call your local police detachment.       Emergency 9-1-1  Elmira 519-570-3000

Community Information Page
TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    
FAX: (519) 669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
(519) 575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

elmira Arena
	 	
	 	 December 27 9:00 am – 11:00 am
	 	 December 28 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
	 	 January 3 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	 	 January 4 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

St. Jacobs Arena
	 	
	 	 January 2 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
	 	 January 3 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
	 	 January 4 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

CApACity ReStRiCtionS Apply

TIM HORTONS 
FREE HOLIDAY 

SKATING
the	township of Woolwich has a Sign By-law regulating all types of signs.
please note effective January 2007	enforcement	officers will be actively
enforcing this by-law.
non-conforming signs may be removed without notice and will be stored by
the	township for a period of 14 days.
Disposal shall be determined, at the discretion of the Clerk, after that time
period expires.
information regarding placement and type of signs is available from the Mu-
nicipal	law	enforcement	office at	ext 268 or 277.

ADUlt	FitneSS -		MonDAyS,	tUeSDAyS AnD	tHURSDAyS			(9 WeeKS)
7:00 – 8:00	pM At	pARK MAnoR SCHool

yoGA ClASSeS – MonDAyS	oR WeDneSDAyS (9 WeeKS)
	 	 7:00 – 8:30	pM At	pARK MAnoR	liBRARy

ADUlt	BADMinton	– MonDAyS	oR	tHURSDAyS (13 WeeKS)
8:15 – 10:15	pM At	pARK MAnoR SCHool

ADUlt	VolleyBAll –	tUeSDAyS (13 WeeKS)
8:15 – 10:15	pM At	pARK MAnoR SCHool

RECREATION WINTER PROGRAMS
All	pRoGRAMS StARt WeeK	oF JAnUARy 8, 2007

SelF DeFenCe FoR GiRlS & WoMen – WeDneSDAyS (6 WeeKS)
JAnUARy 30 – MARCH 6 FRoM 7:00 – 8:00	pM At JoHn MAHooD			

ReGiSteR At ReCReAtion	oFFiCe, 69 ARtHUR St. S.,	elMiRA	oR
CAll 669-1647		oR 664-2613		ext. 259 FoR MoRe DetAilS.	the Recre-
ation	office will remain open on Wednesday, January 3rd until 7:30 pm for
registration purposes.

the	township reserves the right to cancel classes if insufficient registration.

SIGNS

Monday, December 25th - Closed
tuesday, December 26th - Closed

Wednesday, December 27th to
Friday, December 30th -	open 9am to 5pm

Monday, January 1st - Closed

HOLIDAY HOURS FOR 
TOWNSHIP OFFICE

December 13
10:15 AM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
motor-vehicle collision at 
the roundabout at Arthur 
Street and Sawmill Road. 
A St. Jaocbs resident had 
been travelling southbound 
on Arthur Street when he 
slowed to yield for traf-
fic. He was slammed from 
behind by a Moorefield 
resident. The vehicles suf-
fered moderate damage, 
but no one was injured. 
The Moorefield resident 
was subsequently charged 
with ‘careless driving.’
11:17 AM A school re-

source officer at Elmira 
District Secondary School 
found a male student in 
possession of a quantity 
of marijuana. The drugs 
were seized and sent for 
destruction by the police 
and the youth was formal-
ly cautioned under Youth 
Criminal Justice Act. 
4:31 PM A daylight 

break-and-enter brought 
police to Peregrine Court 
in Elmira. Entry was gained 
through a walk-in garage 
in between 1 and 3 p.m. A 
significant amount of jew-

elry and a small quantity of 
cash were stolen. There are 
no suspects. 

December 14
8:52 AM A 13-year-old 

female student on her 
way to school reported to 
police that a suspicious 
vehicle had been following 
her in the area of Mead-
owlark Road in Elmira. The 
male driver of the truck 
did not motion, nor did 
he speak to the girl. He is 
described as a man in his 
twenties, with blue-green 
eyes, sandy blonde hair 
and moustache. He was 
wearing a white T-shirt 
and a blackish-grey hat at 
the time of the incident. 
The truck had a workbox 
in the rear, tinted windows, 
and was described as be-
ing muddy. 
3:54 PM As a result of a 

traffic stop on Line 86 and 
Manser Road in Wellesley 
Township, a Palmerston 
man was arrested and had 
his vehicle towed. He was 
subsequently charged with 
‘operate motor vehicle no 
insurance’ and ‘drive under 
suspension.’ 

December 15
10:02 AM Police received 

a report from the New Or-
leans Pizza restaurant in 
St. Clements, that at some 
point throughout the pre-
vious night it had been the 
victim of a break-and-enter. 
Entry was gained through 
the front and a quantity of 
cash was taken.  The inves-
tigation continues. 
7:27 AM Police were 

called to the scene of an 
accident involving two 
vehicles at King Street 
North and Farmer’s Mar-
ket Road near St. Jacobs. 
Two vehicles had been 
travelling southbound on 
King Street when the lead 
vehicle, driven by a Water-
loo man, slowed to stop 
for traffic sign at Farmer’s 
Market Road. He was sub-
sequently rear-ended by a 
driver from St. Clements. 
Injuries were minor and 
the vehicles were moder-
ately damaged. The St. Cle-
ments man was charged 
with ‘follow too closely.’ 
12:58 PM A patrol of-

ficer stopped a number of 
youths at Snyder Avenue 
in Elmira. One girl was 

found to be in possession 
of a quantity of marijuana 
and was issued an official 
warning under the Youth 
Criminal Justice Act. The 
narcotics were seized and 
sent for destruction.
5:39 PM A motor-vehicle 

collision occurred in the 
parking lot of a business 
on Church Street West. 
An Elmira resident re-
versed the vehicle through 
the parking lot, failed to 
see another vehicle and 
clipped it in the process. 
There were no injuries, 
no charges and moderate 
damage. 
6:25 PM A homeowner 

in the area of Church Street 
East notified police that in 
the previous 24 hours a 
strand of Christmas lights 
had been taken from the 
front porch. There are no 
suspects. 
6:47 PM Police respond-

ed to the scene of a mo-
tor-vehicle collision in the 
550 area of Sawmill Road 
in Woolwich Township. A 
man from Elmira had been 
northbound on Sawmill 
Road when he lost control 
of his vehicle, crossed over 

the center line, and clipped 
a southbound vehicle 
being driven by a Kitch-
ener woman. The collision 
caused the second vehicle 
to hit a parked car on Saw-
mill Road. The Kitchener 
driver was sent to Grand 
River Hospital, where she 
was treated and released 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries. The Elmira man 
was arrested and charged 
with ‘over 80’. The vehicles 
were severely damaged.
8:18 PM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
single-vehicle accident at 
Parkside Drive in St. Jacobs. 
A man from Waterloo had 
been westbound on Park-
side Drive, failed to negoti-
ate a turn and slid into a 
ditch. His vehicle sustained 
minor damages, and the 
man was uninjured. No 
charges were pressed. 

December 16
8:07 AM Police re-

sponded to the scene of a 
single-vehicle collision at 
Northfield Drive near Line 
86, east of  Elmira. A wom-
an from Fergus had been 
travelling southbound on 

Northfield Drive when she 
lost control of her vehicle, 
skidded off the road and 
rolled into a ditch. Her 
vehicle sustained moder-
ate damage, but she was 
not injured. There were no 
charges laid. 
2:55 PM Police were 

notified that a card reader 
had been installed at an 
ATM in St. Jacobs. Officials 
removed the device and 
are currently working with 
Scotiabank security to de-
termine the identity of the 
suspects. To their knowl-
edge, nobody lost money. 

December 17
1:36 AM The Beckers 

store on Oriole Parkway 
in Elmira had a window 
broken. Entry was not 
gained but fingerprints 
were found. There are no 
suspects. 
3:22 AM Police re-

sponded to the scene of 
a motor-vehicle collision 
at Hawkesville and Three 
Bridges roads. As a result 
of the police investigation, 
a man from Waterloo was 
charged with ‘impaired 
driving’ and ‘over 80.’

7:29 AM An orange tan-
dem bicycle was located at 
an address on Industrial 
Drive in Elmira. The bicycle 
may be claimed by its at 
detachment 3A. 

December 18
2:43 PM An industrial 

business at Sawmill Road 
in St. Jacobs reported to 
police the presence of a 
suspicious person. After 
a security check, it was 
determined that nothing 
had been taken, but a blue 
backpack appears to have 
been left behind. The back-
pack is currently at the 3A 
detachment and its right-
ful owner is encouraged to 
claim it. 
4:41 PM A man fell three 

metres from a ladder while 
installing a window at a 
residential address on Golf 
Course Road in Conestogo. 
The man was transported 
to Grand River Hospital, 
treated for injuries to his 
knees and later released. 
The Ministry of Labour was 
contacted.

December 19
10:43 AM Police were 

called to a residential ad-
dress at Snyder Avenue 
South in Elmira. A con-
cerned resident returned 
home to find that the 
house had been unlawfully 
entered. Stolen were a ra-
dio and a quantity of cash, 
including a $2 bill. There are 
no suspects.
3:01 PM A business on 

Mill Street in Elmira was the 
victim of a theft. A quantity 
of cash had been left unat-
tended and a portion of a 
significant value was sto-
len. Police have a suspect 
who has been interviewed, 
and charges are currently 
being considered against 
an area man. 
4:01 PM Police received a 

report form a homeowner 
on Snyder Avenue North 
in Elmira that at some 
point between 1 and 4 
p.m., there had been a 
break-and-enter. Entry was 
gained through the garage. 
A quantity of cash and two 
cameras (a Kodak model 
DX 7590 and a Canon digi-
tal SD 540) were stolen. The 
cameras have a combined 
estimated value of $900. 
There are no suspects. 
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Fergus legion receives  OTF grant MPP wants support for cancer clinic Appointments at WRDSB 

t See LOCAL page 29




















You don’t have to
go through it alone.

RACERS
WANTED
All Inclusive 2007
“Arrive and Drive”
Racing Program

Youth, teen, Adult drivers wAnted. CAll now:
519-884-5650 or  www.erbsvillekartway.com

MeMbership 
special 
$9999

bUY ONe,
GeT ONe,
FREE!
Expires Dec. 31, 2006

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
$20.00$20.00

PER BOX

WED. JAN. 3,  10 am - 2 pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Many are shop-
ping for toys and 
gifts during the 
holiday season 

while a few in Elmira have 
been gathering equipment 
for several major building 
projects abroad.

Members of Elmira Pen-
tecostal Assembly have 
been working to fill a 40-
foot shipping container 
with tools and supplies 
– a variety of items, from a 
table saw and drill press to 
a sewing machine and hos-
pital beds – in preparation 
for upcoming initiatives in 
the West Africa country of 
Guinea.

While the container did 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Still looking for something to do 
on New Year’s Eve? You may not 
be alone, which is precisely why 
the Emmanuel Evangelical Mis-

sionary Church in Elmira will host a 
dinner party for anyone and everyone 
looking for some good, family fun.  

At the year-end party Dec. 31, partici-
pants will dig into a three-course meal, 
including a salad bar, hot beef or turkey 
on a bun, vegetables and dessert. The 
event offers a chance for people of all 
ages to mingle and laugh with friends 
and family, and perhaps take in a movie 
or play a variety of table games. 

It’s an event that promises good times 
for all involved, say organizers.

“It includes dinner, games and skits 
and lots of things to laugh about,” said 
event spokesperson Gale Smith.

“Oh yes, people are getting more ex-
cited all the time,” she said, noting that 
organizers have already started prepar-
ing for the New Year’s event.

This is the first time the EEMC is host-
ing a New Year’s event within its build-
ing, although the church has sponsored 
such events in the past. EEMC was af-
filiated with the year-end dinners held 
at the now-defunct, Elmira Donut and 
Deli. Eager to provide community mem-
bers with something to do on the last 
day of the year, EEMC was quick to fill 
the void left behind by the business’ clo-
sure.

“If it’s a success in any way, we’ll do it 
again … we’re hoping for almost a hun-
dred [attendees] if people will come,” 
said Smith, noting that she and her fel-
low organizers are optimistic the event 
will be well received. “If you have no 
place to go, join us.”

The Emmanuel Evangelical Mission-
ary Church is located at the corner of 
First and Arthur streets in Elmira. 

The free event starts at 5:15 p.m. Res-
ervations must be made by Dec. 27: call 
669-5030. 

Free event 
to get new 
year started

Emmanuel Evangelical 
Missionary Church offers 

dinner, movies and games 
for the whole family

In the spirit of giving
Elmira Pentecostal Assembly sends 40-foot container for West African mission

hold an assortment of toys 
and a few bicycles for the 
children, the majority of 
space was filled with items 
for building a church, in-
cluding a pipe organ and 
pews.

“We’re talking tons of ma-
terial,” said pastor Hansley 
Armoogan. “Anywhere be-
tween 20 and 30 tons of prod-
uct in there.”

Items such as 30 mattress-
es, a skid of paper, textbooks, 
desks, chairs, crutches 
and tractor tires have been 
sent in advance of a team of 
Elmira missionaries travel-
ling to Guinea Feb. 7-25. The 
sea container was shipped 
Dec. 18 from Elmira, bound 
for the Port of Conakry in 
Guinea via Toronto, Halifax 
and Europe on a 40-day voy-

age. 
“There are a number 

of things that obviously 
couldn’t travel in car-
ryon luggage, specifically 
the furnishings for the 
church,” said Armoogan, 
who will be one of two 
pastors making the trip. 
“We didn’t want to go with 
empty hands. We wanted to 
bring as much as we could 
in a practical sense: bales 
and bales of clothing and 
shoes. … We’re going to be 
doing these things in the 
same community where 
we’re building the church. 
We’re going to be distribut-
ing clothing, we’re going to 
be distributing shoes, dis-
tributing food. We wanted 
to take much more than 
could go in our luggage.” 

Once on site, the team’s 13 
members will help build the 
church, work in the medical 
clinic, assist in the school 
and run workshops with 
their parent organization. 
Pentecostal Assemblies of 
Canada (PAOC) has been 
working in the French-
speaking country since 
1988. In that time, 28 Alle-
luia churches, 12 Alleluia 
schools and a medical clinic 
have been erected, although 
only one per cent of the 7.4 
million residents is Chris-
tian in the predominately 
Muslim society. PAOC re-
ported some Muslim fami-
lies let their children attend 
the Christian establish-
ments due to the high qual-
ity of the schools. 

ON A MISSION Pastor Hansley Armoogan (front left) will be one of a 13-member crew travelling to the West Africa country of Guinea to build a church, 
drill a well and help the community. Some of his companions include Mike Veens (front right), Camille Chamberlain (back left), Rachel Bauman, Jen Veens, 
Brian Chamberlain and Luke Chamberlain. 

Fergus’ Royal Canadian Legion received an early Christmas present of 
a $75,000 grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The money is ear-
marked for a new roof and replacing the heating/air conditioning system 
for a safer, more comfortable facility.

Waterloo-Wellington MPP Ted Arnott called for on the government to 
support Groves Memorial Community Hospital in the Ontario Legislature 
Dec. 13. The Centre Wellington hospital will open a chemotherapy clinic in 
September 2007 and is in need of a CT scanner. 

The Waterloo Region District School Board appointed Gregg Bereznick 
as superintendent of education following John Bryant’s elevation to ex-
ecutive superintendent of Human Resources and Organizational Develop-
ment Dec. 19.
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Holiday Hours
Sat., Dec. 23: 8-8
Sun., Dec. 24: 8-5

Sat., Dec. 30: 8-8
Sun., Dec. 31: 8-5

519-669-5403

1-2633 HERGOTT RD., ST. CLEMENTS

TEL: 519.699.1118 FAX: 519.699.5273

Celebrating
16 years of 
service in the 
community.

SINCE
1990

To all our dear 
friends and loyal

customers, we
hope Santa brings

you everything
you’ve been

wishing for this
Christmas.

For local missionaries, 
the instinct to help peo-
ple in other parts of the 
world began prior to the 
1980s.

The Elmira church 
became official in 1921 
with its first meeting, 
and its first donation on 
the books, received from 
World Missions Offering 
in 1923. 

In 2006, WMO came 
through with a dona-
tion of $7,500 earlier this 
month to pay for the sea 

Merry Christmas. You’re fired.
Trying to make sense of the wacky wheat board soap opera

Agriculture seldom 
makes the lead sto-
ry on the evening 

news, unless it involves 
some kind of disaster or 
dust-up. If it bleeds, they 
say, it leads. Blood is not 
compulsory – food con-
tamination, protests and 
litigation likewise draw 
a media crowd, because 
they also attract viewers, 
listeners and readers, 
like flies.  

So in that light, it was 
understandable that Ca-
nadian Wheat Board 
president Adrian Meas-
ner’s firing would top 
the national news earlier 
this week. His calculated 
dismissal is the kind of 
power-corridor drama 
that makes great media, 
with federal agriculture 
minister Chuck Strahl 
punting long-serving 
(30-plus years), gee-whiz 
board employee Measner 
out the door, less than a 

week before Christmas.
The reason? “Time for a 

change,” said Strahl.
The reality? Measner’s 

political insubordinance.
Most people understand 

you can’t tell the boss to 
take a hike, which was 
Measner’s sin.

He was defending one 
of the most storied and 
controversial activities 
in Canadian agriculture: 
That is, Ottawa’s monop-
oly on selling western Ca-
nadian wheat (and bar-
ley) abroad, a job which 
has traditionally been 
carried out by the wheat 
board.

It may sound odd that Ot-
tawa wants to give away 
some power, and even 
stranger that someone 
from the prairies is encour-
aging the feds to keep it.

But Measner and the 
wheat board say that if 
they don’t have absolute 
control over sales, they 

can’t seek out huge in-
ternational contracts, be-
cause they won’t be able 
to count on a steady sup-
ply of crops.

They need it, because 
they have massive orders 
to fill, exporting wheat, 
durum and barley to 
more than 70 countries. 
The Winnipeg-based 
board controls about 20 
per cent of the world mar-
ket share in wheat, 65 per 
cent of durum wheat, 30 
per cent of malting bar-
ley and 15 per cent of feed 
barley. Strahl’s free-en-
terprising Conservatives, 
though, want to end this 
monopoly so farmers can 
seek out their own deals. 

Strahl says he’s tak-
ing direction from west-

ern Canadian farmers 
(mainly Albertans) who 
say they could market 
their crops better than 
the board and get a better 
price. They say selling 
western harvests is none 
of Ottawa’s business.

So Strahl wants to stop 
the monopoly, and in-
stead let farmers chose 
whether they sell their 
wheat through the board, 
or sell it themselves. 

That will please Ameri-
cans. They’ve long main-
tained the wheat board 
monopoly gives Canadi-
an farmers an unfair ad-
vantage internationally, 
because it makes large-
volume sales possible. 
And Americans really 
don’t like competition in 

the large-volume arena. 
You’d think farmers 

would welcome the option 
to sell their own grain. 
But despite their reputa-
tion as self-styled, inde-
pendent entrepreneurs, 
farmers are not crowding 
the multiple wheat-ven-
dor bandwagon. Many of 
them, especially those in 
Saskatchewan and Mani-
toba, are quite happy sell-
ing their wheat and bar-
ley to the board. That’s 
the way it’s always been. 
They say the board has 
well-established, high-
volume trading partners 
abroad, and doubt if they 
could do better.

The Liberals (and the 
NDP) like the wheat 
board, too. It fits the Lib-
eral psyche. In fact, new 
Liberal leader Stéphane 
Dion said he’ll keep the 
board intact if he becomes 
prime minister. The prob-
lem for Measner is that he 

was standing next to Dion 
when he said so, at a pro-
wheat board news confer-
ence just after the Liberal 
leadership convention. 
That sealed Measner’s 
fate with Strahl.

There’s one way to settle 
this – let farmers decide 
if they want to be solely 
represented by the board, 
through a plebiscite, rath-
er than through a political 
party. Strahl has agreed to 
a plebiscite for barley sales, 
which will be held next 
year. But he won’t say yes 
to a plebiscite for wheat. 

Measner and other 
board proponents have 
warned that all the dith-
ering is making foreign 
buyers nervous, and that 
it’s just a matter of time 
before it affects sales.  

Wow. Power, money, in-
ternational intrigue, this 
story has it all, even a 
Grinch.

Merry Christmas!

container’s shipping 
costs. 

“We really believe that 
it’s in the fabric of the 
DNA of our assembly to 
reach out,” said the pas-
tor. “We do that intention-
ally on a regular basis in 
our own community with 
our weekly children’s 
program, our youth pro-
gram, and again we’re 
coming up to our wild 
game dinner. But we feel 
that there’s an opportuni-
ty for us not to just make 
an impact locally, where 

we are, but around the 
world.”

With this in mind, the 
local missionaries have 
a few other notes on their 
Guinea agenda. 

The team would like to 
show French films on a 
giant projection screen 
for the children.

They are also planning 
to put together a portrait 
studio where they can 
take digital pictures of 
the children and their 
family and give them as 
gifts. 

Local church looks to 
make a global impact

Continued from page 28

STEVE KANNON

All PuMPeD uP

READY TO ROLL The Elmira Fire Department took delivery of a new $300,000 pumper this week. The 
keys were handed over at Woolwich council Tuesday night. From left: Elmira district fire chief Kieran 
Kelly, Mayor Bill Strauss, Todd Finnie of vendor Darch Fire, township fire chief Rick Pedersen and Elmira 
firefighter Mark Weber.
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Woolwich and Wellesley students making spirits bright
PHOTOS BY: DESIREE FINHERT, MARC MIQUEL HELSEN, 

PAT MERLIHAN, JOE MERLIHAN

Spreading 
cheer &
goodwill

LIGHTING THE SEASON Floradale PS’ Grade 1 and 2 students sing “Five Little Jingle Bells” and “The Bethlehem Song.” Right: The Grade 5 Trio, Maddy Greenwood (left), Lize Schuurmans and Kaitlyn Kraemer sing 
“Silent Night” during the Christmas concert Dec. 20.

BRASS Dustin Martin plays trombone with the intermediate band at EDSS.WIND Grade 11 students Katrina Martin (left) 
and Julie Emery play clarinet with senior band.

VOICE Laura Hilderly (left) and Jennifer Smith sing with the choir during 
EDSS’ winter concert Dec. 12.

Red
for the

holidays...
Read

all year
long.

Donna, Steve, Desiree, Marc, Geoff, Pat & Joe
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E.D.S.S.

2006 Honda 
Civic DXG

47 Northside Dr., St. Jacobs, ON

519-664-2281

SALES & SERVICE

5 speed, A/C,
power locks &
windows, finished
in blue, 16,000kms

$16,900
2000 Mazda B3000 
Extended Cab
5 speed, A/C,
finished in black, 

$8,995

WE FOUR Tiffany Shantz (left) with Natasha Runstedler and Michaelah Robinson are the 
Three Kings and Leah Baxter is the Star of Bethlehem during Linwood PS’ Christmas concert 
Dec. 19. 

HO HO HO Jennifer Norris is 
a cool Santa Claus during a 
rap of ’Twas The Night Before 
Christmas.

ARR! Greg Misener is Smee and Jeff Sinclair is Captain Hook from Linwood 
PS’ rendition of Peter Pan’s Christmas. 

SILLY ELVES Breanna Maier is Santa’s secretary 
during the Grade 4 and 5s skit “Santa’s Progress 
Report” at Riverside PS Dec. 20.

AND I WANT A … Grade 2 Leah Bauman (left) and Kaitlyn Wilson are reading their 
letters to Santa as part of a class skit at Riverside PS Dec. 20. 
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May the true spirit of
Christmas bring you

peace and joy,
and may you dwell in

His light, forever.

Our deepest gratitude
for your friendship.

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

50 Benjamin Rd. E., Waterloo
www.stjacobscountryinn.com

519-884-9295
Destination Inn

547 King St. N., Waterloo
www.destinationinn.com

519-884-0100

Tel: 519-884-7070 
1657 Cox Creek Road

West Montrose

Holy NightO
      May the glory of

     the season shine           

        upon you and 

  those around you.

PLEASE SANTA Grade 4s Samantha Campagnolo (left), Thuy Le and Julia Harvey are 
pleading with Santa during Breslau PS’ Christmas concert Dec. 19. 

CHARMING Grade 4 students Milena Vujnovic (left), Maja Lopandic, Klaudia 
Zimmermann and Tian Brown practice at the full dress rehearsal Christmas concert 
at Breslau PS.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS Troy Roe is Santa 
Claus during St. Boniface’s Grade 1 and 
2 class’ performance of “Must be Santa” 
and “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.”

DEAL IT The cast members of Deal or No Deal hold up their props before going on stage for St. Boniface’s Christmas concert Dec. 
19. Front Left: Melissa Lootsteen, Jessica Lootsteen, Rebecca Giebat, Elaine Westenhoefer, Kaitlin Waechter. Back: Carly Brohman, 
Amy Calenda, Chelsey Schnurr, Katie Csordas, Jillian Ginter, Abbi Zamin.
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Snider Bros. Furniture
19 Arthur Street, Elmira - 519-669-5077

Blessings from afar
This Christmas we hope that all of your 

prayers are answered and your days 
are filled with the gifts of the season.

3691 Nafziger Road, Wellesley
519-656-3098

REPAIR &
MACHINERY SALES

May His divine spirit warm and watch over
you and your flock this holiday season.

Elmira 
Insurance 
BrokersLimited

       ay the beauty of the holidays shine 
for you and your family. Season’s

Greetings from all of us.

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira  •  519-669-5484

105 - 109 Erb Street West, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 1T4
tel: 519-883-1844  fax: 519-883-1845

WEIR & FEDY
Barristers & Solicitors

“And I do come home at Christmas. 
We all do, or we all should. We 

all come home, or ought to come 
home, for a short holiday — the 

longer, the better — from the great 
boarding-school, where we are 

forever working at our arithmetical 
slates, to take, and give a rest.”

— CHARLES DICKENS, A CHRISTMAS TREE

Sponsor Name

Spread the word...
 And praise His holy name!
For unto us a Child is born,
a Son is given. Blessed be 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

Spread the word...
 And praise His holy name!
For unto us a Child is born,
a Son is given. Blessed be 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

ROLAN INC.
ELECTRIC MOTOR • Sales & Repair

95 Southfield Dr
519-669-1842

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
617 King St., N., Waterloo • 519-888-7700

All the best 
to you and 
yours this 
holiday
season.

STEELING GLANCES Melanie McArdle (centre left) and Jessica Brubacher look 
away from the audience during Conestoga PS’ Christmas concert Dec. 20. Evan 
Curtis (far left) and Connor Goss have eyes front.

WAITING FOR A TURN Lindsay Geimer (left) and Bella Duncan 
perform during Conestoga PS’ Christmas concert.

SHAKING IT UP Grade 1 Cole Bender performs 
a line dance to “Run Run Rudolph” with 
classmates during Wellesley PS Dec. 19. 

MITTENS AND MUFFS Grade 2s Dayna Dalrymple (left) and Courtney Rose act out the poem 
“My Mother Got Me Bundled Up” during Wellesley PS’ Christmas show.

ALL GEARED UP Keenan Schmidt and Natalie Cavanagh are decked 
out for the holidays during Conestoga PS Christmas concert.

I WANT Alexis Chapman (left) and  Justina Reinhart 
read letters to Santa with the Grade 5 class performing 
“Signed and Sealed” at Breslau PS.
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57 Arthur St. S.
www.elmiraphoto.com
519-669-FILM (-3456)  
FAX: 519-669-8262

E L M I R A

PHOTO

Behold the 
Christmas 

Spirit!
Follow the Christmas Star to
a happy and fulfilling holiday

season. We value your patronage
this past year and look forward

to seeing you again soon.

3836 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-1137

Setting The Performance Standard

Heating  & air Conditioning

From Mike Krukowski
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Propane & Natural Gas Piping
Air Purification Systems

Hatchery
Ltd.

“Quality Chicks in Brown Egg Breeds”

80 Northside Dr., St. Jacobs  •  519-664-2291

May the 
heartwarming 

joys of 
family, home and 

Christmas be 
yours now and 
throughout the 

New Year.

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

39 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-8991

Sip & Bite
Home Cooking

Best Wishes for a Safe and Happy Holiday Season
from all of us at the Sip & Bite Restaurant!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Dec. 24 : 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Dec. 25-26 : CLOSED
Dec. 31: 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Jan 1 : CLOSED
We will be closing Sunday, Jan. 
7 at 3:00 pm and reopening on 
Thursday, Jan. 18 at 7:00 am.

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

Have a...
Krazy Kwanzaa

Happy Hanukkah 

Randy Ramadan

Cozy Christmas

and a
Frolicking Festivus

from all of us at:

But above
all, keep in
mind the
"ONE" who 
matters.

3541 Broadway St., Hawkesville • 519-699-5661

Custom built
kitchen Cabinets
and vanities

SHARE THE 
MIRACLE!

May the holidays find
you surrounded by the 

warmth of good friends and 
the love of family members, 

and may your faith be 
renewed by the many 
miracles of the season. 

www.chervin.ca

www.advancemillwrights.com

Season's Greetings 
to all our friends &

customers. May you
find love, laughter
and good times
this Christmas.

TEL: 519-669-4200  FAX: 519-669-4659
™Trade-mark of Royal Bank of Canada.  RBC Financial Group is a 

registered trade-mark of Royal Bank of Canada.

   
 

 

WE WISH YOU A
HAPPY HOLIDAY

SEASON.

WE WISH YOU A

HAPPY HOLIDAY

.

62 Arthur St., Elmira   519-669-2207

D  
Funeral Home Ltd.

reisinger

Even though snow is blanketing
the landscape, we're warmed by
having such good friends and
neighbours around us this season.

We hope you have a joyful, safe and festive 
holiday, and a very happy and healthy year ahead.

Best wishes for 
the Season!

3575 Broadway St., Hawkesville

519-699-4388

Rejoice, the Lord has come!
May His love

make your heart 
light and your

holidays bright!

19 Arthur St. N. 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

SINCE 1961

519-669-3658
27 Arthur St. S.

Read’s
Decorating

Have a very merry season 
shared with family and friends. 

Thanks so much for being
good to us.

Merry Christmas, everyone!

‘Tis the Season

Specializing in Paint and Wallcoverings.

HO! HO! HO!HO! HO! HO!

MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS

SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS
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With warm wishes and gratitude 
from our Home to yours.

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537

STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6 SUN 12-5

MAKING A LIST Grade 2s Connor Martin (left), Cameron Rose, Meredith Abraham and Emma Anderson are writing out 
their Christmas lists during a skit at St. Jacobs PS Dec. 14.

IN SONG Grade 1 students Bradley Hale (left), Nathan Wells, Christina Rorai-McNeil, Gracie 
Durer and Alexei Derksen-Heibert perform at St. Jacobs PS.

S IS FOR SANTA Julie Lacey performs her part in 
a Merry Christmas letters skit with Grade 2 and 3 
classmates at St. Jacobs PS.

NOW St. Jacobs PS teacher Lisa Shuh 
conducts her students while Nancy 
Stayzer plays piano.

ALL DRESSED UP Grade 2s Connor Martin, Cameron Rose, Mereditha Abraham, Emma 
Anderson, Jonah Boebm, Nathan Horst and Jonathan Martin perform with their classmates at 
St. Jacobs PS.

FOR ME Claire Hartman sings “Take a Walk with 
Jesus” with her Junior Kindergarten class before 
the mass started at St. Teresa School Dec. 20.

A TUNE Claire Hanley plays the recorder near the end of mass at 
St. Teresa school Dec. 20.

SEE OUR ONLINE GALLERY OF MANY, MANY MORE PHOTOS OF THIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS CONCERTS:

www.woolwichobserver.com



36    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • DECEMBER 23, 2006

RYT Official Soccer Balls    $7.99  $3.99
Boys’ Kaysters P.J.’s                                       $7.99  $2.99
Mens’ Labatt Boxer Shorts                $4.99  $1.99
Ladies’ Lounging/P.J. Pants        $5.99  $2.99
Ladies’ Suede-Look Jacket             $15.99  $5.99
Royal Elite 3pc. Towel Set             $11.99  $5.99
Mens’ Kaei Winter Jackets    $19.99  $9.99
Pepsi/Mountain Dew Tumblers   $1.99  49¢
Used Golf Balls     2/99¢  6/99¢
Brut Deodorant Stick    $2.99  99¢
Norton Bar Soap     99¢         4/99¢
Converse Shoelaces                99¢  4/99¢
Dog/Cat Neckwraps    $12.99  $3.99 ea.
2 lb. Eucalyptus Fire Starter   $1.99  49¢
Corona Kitchen Linens   50% OFF Len’s already low price
Vinyl Placemats     99¢         4/99¢
Corkscrew or Wine Rack    $9.99       $4.99
Bathroom Ceramics/Plastics  90% OFF Len’s already low price
Mainstay Floral Pillowcases   $1.99  49¢
“I Luv You” Sheet Sets   80% OFF Len’s already low price
Trollz Pillows     $5.99  99¢
Fiscars 6pc. Crafting Sets    $19.99  $4.99
Mens’/Ladies Legends Socks  50% OFF Len’s already low price
Childrens’ Crayola Socks    $1.99  69¢ pr.
Mens’ Harvey Woods Socks  50% OFF Len’s already low price
Ladies’ Harvey Woods Socks  50% OFF Len’s already low price
Assorted Kitchen Chair Pads   $5.99  $1.99
Mens’ Orange Hunting Gloves   $5.99  $1.99
Ladies’ Eezee Bras    $14.99  $4.99
Coffee Mugs     99¢  19¢
Dora/Sponge Bob Mini Pillows   99¢  19¢
Glass Tumblers     99¢  2/99¢
Danielle Cosmetics Bags   80% OFF Len’s already low price
Eurotrend Pillows     $7.99  $2.99
Licensed Barbie Towels   50% OFF Len’s already low price
Katie Mini Wooden Furniture  80% OFF Len’s already low price
Lisa Crafters’ Minis   80% OFF Len’s already low price
Cuddle Down Duvet Covers  80% OFF Len’s already low price
Tundra Knapsack & Travel Bags  80% OFF Len’s already low price
Joe Boxer Sheet Sets   80% OFF Len’s already low price
Christmas Fabrics   30% OFF Len’s already low price
Twisted Raffia Ribbon    $1.99  49¢ roll
5pc. Esprit Scissor Set    $14.99  $4.99 set
Tubular T-Shirting    $2.99 yd. 49¢ yd.
36” Unbleached Cotton    $1.99 yd. 99¢ yd.
Metal Balloon Clips    $1.99  19¢

StOrewide aLL & every yeLLOw-tagged 
previOuSLy reduced fabric

take an additiOnaL 50% OFF!
22x44 Luxurious Bath Towels - 10 Colours    $1.49
Hockey Albums     $9.99  $1.99

christmas stuff - SOme reduced by 80% aLready
take an additiOnaL 50% OFF!

MGM Bottle Water - 1.5L      19¢
Seagro Bath Salts    $1.99  49¢
Astonish Multi Cleaner      69¢
Carolina 16 Feature Tool/Knife Set   $4.99  $1.99
Beautiful Baby Blankets      $1.99 ea.
Ladies’-Teens’ Levi Jeans      $5.99 pr.
Licensed 18”x18” Arctic Fleece Toss Cushions   $1.99

sOcKs - buy One pair at reguLar price,
get a pair OF equaL vaLue 50% OFF!

Entire Stock Quilt Batting   40% OFF Len’s already low price 
Broadcloth     $2.99 yd.     nOw $1.29 yd.
Flannelette     $2.99 yd.     nOw $1.99 yd.
Sheeting     $7.49 yd.     nOw $1.49 yd.

PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

LEN’S
MILL

STORES
MANAGERS’
SPECIALS!

www.lensmill.com

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

Items not available at all stores. Selections may vary.

VaLuE saLE

THAT’S
CHEAP!

LENS’
JUST

PLAIN
NUTS

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-5

SUPER
VALUE
HERE

CAN YOU 
BELIEVE

THIS?

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

FELLOWSHIP •WORSHIP • FAITH • SPIRITUAL • COMMUNITY
                  LOCAL CHURCH                                SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale • 519-744-7447
www.kcf.org   •  Pastor Steve Fleming

“Building Relationships with God, 
One Another and the World”

Sundays at 8:30 am & 11 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm 
New Year’s Eve Service at 7 pm

Looking for information 
on a faith community?

Places of Faith
Advertise the week-to-week goings-on 
in this community’s best read paper!

St. Aidan’s 
Anglican
Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira • 519-669-8479

Christmas at St. Aidan’s
Sunday, December 24

Choral Prelude 7 pm
Eucharist 7:15 pm - Reception to Follow

No Service Christmas Day.
Regular Service Sunday, December 31

Priest: Reverend Canon David Hartrey

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459

SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2006

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE LOOK AT

“God’s Gifts at Christmas”
THIS SUNDAY

When God messes up your plans

“A different way of doing church”

Emmanuel
Evangelical Missionary Church - Elmira

2 First St., Elmira • 519-669-5030

9:30am:
Sunday School 

10:45am:
Sunday Worship

“A family of 
caring believers...”

FREE Urantia Book
for first time attendees

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday December 24th, 2006
9:15 am & 11:00 am

“God’s Christmas Grace”
Christmas Eve Service - “Letters At Christmas”

5:15 pm & 7:00 pm
Nursery provided for ages 0-2 at the 5:15 pm service

Pastor Dan Allen

For Spiritual Rejuvenation
and Hope come study the 
Urantia Book with us.

For Dates and Time 
please visit 

www.K-WUrantiaSociety.com
Upcoming Topics Include:

Life after Death

Can Angels Write?

157 David Street, Wellesley • 519-656-2700

Pastors: Julie Ellison White & Ray Martin

9:30 am 
Sunday Worship

10:45 am 
Sunday School 

for all ages

Wellesley
Mennonite
Church

A LONG TIME AGO A BABE WAS BORN
AND CHANGED THE WORLD FOREVER

LET HIM
CHANGE
YOURS.

Calvary United ChUrCh
Worship Service 10:00am

Christmas Eve Family Service 5:00pm

Communion Service 7:30pm
NURSERY CARE PROVIDED • WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

48 Hawkesville Rd. - St. Jacobs
519-664-2311

FAMILYALBUM
BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

It’s Lillian McKee’s
80th BIRTHDAY!

Open House
Saturday, Jan 6th, 2-4pm

59 Killdeer Rd., Elmira

Cassie 
turns 9

Dec 26, 06

Have a Happy Birthday - Love Mom, Dad, Nicole & ColinHave a Happy Birthday - Love Mom, Dad, Nicole & Colin
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519-669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

FREY
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

Len Frey 
SALES REP*

Mildred Frey 
BROKER OF RECORD***

Wendy Taylor
BROKER**

$399,000 Priced to sell! Custom built country home 
on 4.94 acres. Secluded oasis with lots of trees. Fin-
ished basement, 2 person whirlpool tub & more. 
Approx. 3500 sq. ft. living space. MLS. Turn north at 
Dorking off line 86.  CALL WENDY TO VIEW!

CONESTOGO LAKE AREA

SPACE FOR LEASE, mall location with 
ample parking. Large open space can be 
converted to suit your needs. Two new 
washrooms. Approx. 1552 sq. ft. MLS.  
CALL TO VIEW!

ELMIRA
$345,000. Open concept custom built 
home on oversized lot. Hardwood & ce-
ramic on main floor. Separate dining room 
& vaulted ceiling in living room with skylite 
& more! MLS. CALL WENDY TO VIEW!

DRAYTON

ST. JACOBS
$899,000. Commercial building close to main 
street with ample parking in rear. Approx. 2750 
sq.ft. Loading at back, ground level to storage. 
Newer addition with cathedral ceiling. Security 
system. MLS. CALL WENDY TO VIEW!

LOTS FOR SALE Country Lots 40 to 45 minutes from K/W or Guelph. 
They are located in the small hamlet of Carthage. Enjoy the gorgeous 
sunsets in a quiet, tranquil setting. Individual well and septic. Great 
opportunity to build your own house or get us to customize a home for 
you. For more information please call Leon. Excl.

LEON MARTIN
Broker

 BERT MARTIN
Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., BROKERAGE

4-B Arthur St. S.,
ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

519-669-5426

®

COUNTRY! Great home on large 
lot backing to farmland offers 
main floor family & laundry, two 
walkouts, three bedrooms, large 
single garage plus 16’x24’ garage 
& workshop. MLS $309,900. Call 
Bert to view.

BUNGALOW! Located on a 61’x135’ 
lot this open concept home offers 
an oak kitchen w/centre island, 3 
bedrooms, rec & games room, walkout 
to deck & beautiful landscaped yard. 
MLS $239,900. Call Bert to view.

OPEN HOUSE! SUN. DEC. 31, 1-3
20 First Street East, Elmira

CUL-DE-SAC! Great bungalow 
with second storey addition backing 
to farm land offers over 3,000 s/f 
of living space. Two walk-outs to 
patio, deck and large yard with in-
ground pool, three bathrooms and 
finished basement. MLS $359,900. 
Call Bert to view.

BUNGALOW! Beautiful home 
backing to green space and pond. 
Open stairway to finished basement 
featuring fireplace, walkout and 
two bedrooms. Main floor laundry, 
two bathrooms, open concept. MLS 
$287,500. Call Bert to view.

OPEN HOUSE! SAT. DEC. 30, 1-3
35 Raising Mill Gate, Elmira

Helping you is what we do.

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

519-669-3192www.Royallepage.ca/Elmira

OFFICE LOCATED AT 90 EARL MARTIN DR., UNIT 1, ELMIRA

Elmira@Royallepage.ca

*SALES REPRESENTATIVE ** BROKER OF RECORD

Carolyn Sullivan*

Darren Romkey*

Dale Keller*

Laurie Langdon*

Shanna Rozema*

Sharon Farr*

Bonnie Brubacher**

Monique Brubacher*

ELMIRA
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

From our home to yours we wish you 
a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year!

$317,900, ELMIRA$319,000, ELMIRA

$319,900, DRAYTON $259,000, DRAYTON

$279,900, ELMIRA $359,900, ELMIRA

$454,900, ELMIRA $459,900, HAWKESVILLE

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PHOTOS PLEASE 
GO TO WWW.ROYALLEPAGE.CA/ELMIRA CLICK ON 

PROPERTY LISTINGS/OFFICE LISTINGS.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

LILA
BILLING
Broker

Res: 519-669-0933

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

GREAT PLACE TO RETIRE! Both
levels renovated. Hardwood, ceramic 
& new carpets. New kitchen. Main flr 
laundry. Updated windows, shingles, 
furnace & central air. Finished bsmt. 
MLS $289,900.

CHARMING OLDER HOME Wood 
floors. Walkout to deck from kitchen 
and off large dining room. FOUR bdrms. 
Rec. room. Gas heat. Steel roof. Updated 
bath. Brick driveway. MLS $239,900.

Coach House Realty 
 Inc. Brokerage

OFFICE PHONE: 519-343-2124
159 William St., Palmerston (Across from Home Hardware)

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME! This 1360 sq. 
ft. attractive bungalow with nice layout could be 
the one! 3 good sized bedrms, 2 four pc bathrms, 
Mbedrm w/ensuite & walk-in closet. Kitchen w/
island. Tarion Warranty & survey. Call Edith McAr-
thur, Sales Rep, 519-638-2509. MLS 0624546.$229,900

OPEN HOUSE • SUN. JAN 7, 1-3PM
10 PARKSIDE STREET, DRAYTON

CUSTOM BUILT 5 BEdROOM bungalow, deep 
lot 65’x267’. Eat-in kit w/maple cabinetry, ceramic 
flrs, door to deck overlooking countryside. Formal 
diningrm, livingrm, 3 baths, finished basement 
with recroom & 2 bedrms. Call Marg Sorensen, 
Sales Rep, 519-343-4489 MLS 0627710.$239,000

OPEN HOUSE • SAT. JAN. 6, 1-3PM
501 MAIN ST. W., PALMERSTON

1700 Sq. FT. FAMILY HOME boasts character w/natural 
woodwork & wood ceiling & built in cabinet in dinette. Ap-
pealing open concept. Features include 3 bedrms, newer 
kitchen, newer furnace, newer laundryroom, newer deck 
off familyroom. You’ll like what you see! Priced to sell! Call 
Edith McArthur, Sales Rep, 519-638-2509. MLS 0637585.$156,900

OPEN HOUSE • SAT. JAN. 6, 1:00-3:00 PM
570 QUEEN STREET S., PALMERSTON

THIS HOME HAS STREET APPEAL! 
3 bedrms, 1.5 baths, ample sized rooms, 
hardwood throughout. Features include 
new windows, roof & kitchen. Nice loca-
tion, covered front porch and rear deck 
overlooking spacious yard. Give Kathy 
Robinson, Sales Rep, a call 519-343-
4816. MLS 0641023.$182,500

May the warmth, peace and joy of Christmas 
be with you today and throughout the coming year. 

From our House to your House,
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”

4.7 ACRES, $599,900
Beautiful country setting along Grand River between 
West Montrose and Elora. 2 storey, four bedroom home 
with pool and barn. Call to view 519-669-2219.

COUNTRY PROPERTY REALESTATE

We’re back in your mailbox January 6th!
Enjoy all that the holiday brings you.
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 REGIONBULLETIN

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs, 

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

NaNcy Koebel
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 217

Home: 519-747-4388

SaNdi Radcliffe
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 312 

Home: 519-669-8944

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess.

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca
Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Sharon Gingrich
519-291-6763

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY

OR NEW BABY?

390 ARTHUR ST. S., 519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL 

• PROPANE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

No matter how charming, snakes just aren’t big music fans

T: 519-669-2033
Cell: 519-581-7868

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
PERSONALIZED SERVICE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Rugs & Upholstery

1101 Rivers Edge Drive
West Montrose, ON N0B 2V0

Colleen

Elmira
Truck

Service
Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management

519-669-5377

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE, NATURAL GAS
AND AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519-664-2008 
1-800-410-1141

SANYO
CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   519-669-1591

Home
Auto
Life
RRSP
Business
Farm
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison
Agent/Owner

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
25 Industrial Dr., Elmira, On  N3B 3K3

Bus.: 519-669-2632  Fax: 519-669-4282
After Hours Emergency Services: 1-800-465-2667

email: allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
Internet: www.cooperators.ca

C o n s t r u c t i v e 
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

KEITH BLAIR B.Sc., DD
MYLAN TRAM-BLAIR DD

519-884-9298
28 Young St. E. Waterloo

Let us make you smile!

10
Years

For All Your Denture Needs
New Patients Always Welcome

MILLWRIGHTS
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

519-669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

Q.  When snake charm-
ers from Asia or Northern 
Africa use their flute to 
charm a cobra, what music 
do they play?
A.  Doesn’t matter be-
cause the snakes can’t 
hear it but simply hold 
themselves on guard, 
swaying to the f lutist’s 
body movements, says 
Marty Crump in Head-
less Males Make Great 
Lovers.  Cobras are fa-
vourites since they’re 
big, dangerous, and 
when excited rear up-
right, spread their hoods 
by expanding their ribs, 
and sway.  “Fortunately 
for the charmers, the 
snakes’ strikes are rela-
tively slow and usually 
can be evaded.”
Q.  It has glimpsed won-
ders near and far, archived 
more than 27 terabytes of 
data while adding 390 gi-

gabytes every month, fos-
tered 6,300+ scientific pa-
pers, linked up with others 
of its type to produce as-
tounding revelations about 
things small, medium and 
big as they come. We’ve 
been termed “lucky to live 
in an era” when it is possi-
ble to see for the first time 
what once could be probed 
only with the imagination.  
Can you identify this fa-
mous sky instrument?

A.  The Hubble Space 
Telescope, now a decade 
and a half old. 

 While its future is 
unclear, its accomplish-
ments are stellar in-
deed, from images of the 
once-in-a-lifetime crash 
of Comet Shoemaker-
Levy 9 into Jupiter, to 
observations of extra-
solar planets, to helping 
analyze the age of the 
universe, says Mario 

Livio in Scientific Amer-
ican magazine.  

It is also helping ad-
dress one of today’s big 
mysteries:  What is pro-
pelling the accelerating 
expansion of the uni-
verse?  Is “dark energy” 
the answer?  

“Hubble’s role in the 
study of dark energy 
is perhaps the single 
biggest reason astrono-
mers have been so keen 
for NASA to keep the 
telescope going.”
Q.  How long could a per-
son go without food?

A.   Mahatma Gandhi 
– nonviolent petitioner 
for India’s independence 
– survived 21 days on 

just little sips of water. 
Medical examiner Mi-

chael Peel cited well-
documented hunger 
strikes lasting 28, 36, 38 
and 40 days.  

But usually 10-14 days 
is about the limit with 
no food AND no water, a 
little more if the person 
starts out overhydrated, 
says Alan Lieberson, 
MD, in Scientific Ameri-
can magazine.  This sit-
uation comes up often 
for terminally ill pa-
tients for whom artifi-
cial maintenance of life 
is no longer desired.

Near-starvation with 
continued water is a sad 
reality of history, adds 

Lieberson.  Survival for 
months to years is com-
mon in concentration 
camps and during fam-
ines.  

The body can actually 
moderate metabolism to 
conserve energy, a phe-
nomenon poorly under-
stood.  Medical cases 
involve patients with 
anorexia nervosa, end-
stage malignancies, 
or who follow “starva-
tion” diets.  When body 
mass index (BMI) falls 
too low (12-12.5), organ 
failure or a heart attack 
can be fatal.  

“Normal BMI is 18.5-
24.9, and many fashion 
models have a BMI of 
around 17.”
Q.  If the following little 
poem isn’t designed to 
demonstrate synonyms, 
antonyms, acronyms... 
then what?

“A herb store owner, name 
of Herb,
Moved to a rainier Mount 
Rainier.
It would have been so nice 
in Nice,
And even tangier in Tang-
ier.”

A.  “Capitonyms” are 
words that change their 
meaning (and often pro-
nunciation) when capi-
talized, a fancy factoid 
that admittedly won’t 
help you polish up your 
Polish, or meet an au-
gust patriarch in Au-
gust, or speed up your 
reading in Reading 
(England), or help any 
long-suffering Job get a 
job.  On the other hand, 
the rather capitony-
mous coauthor-brothers 
Bill and Rich will send 
you no bill for passing 
along this rich linguis-
tic nuance.

Denture

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.
KITCHENER

519-744-9770

Since 1987 - DentureTech
        1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service 
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Free COnSuLtAtIOn

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA

519-669-1535

Woolwich Seniors Association – Join 
us daily and participate in a wide range  
of activities including snooker, quilting, 
movies, bridge, fitness and more! For 
more information call 519-669-5044. 
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira. 

Dinosaurs, Rocks, Minerals and 
More – Open daily, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.; free; Earth Sciences Museum, 
University of Waterloo, Waterloo. 519-
888-4567 ext. 32469.

December 23
Country Christmas Visits with Father 
Christmas, wagon rides, carol singing, 
1-4 p.m.; $6, $4 senior/student, $3 
child, under 4 free. Doon Heritage 
Crossroads, 10 Huron Rd., Kitchener. 
519-748-1914.

Wonders of Winter Thousands of 
lighted decorations, 5:30 – 10:30 p.m. 
Waterloo Park, Waterloo, until Jan. 1. 

December 31
New Years Community Celebration  
Free skating and swimming, 7 p.m. 
at RIM Park, Albert McCormick 
Community Centre, Waterloo Memorial 
Recreation Complex; Waterloo, 519-
884-5363.

December 31
Second Annual New Years Eve Gourmet 
Dinner Take out dinner from Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira. 
Cheeseball appetizers, roasted red pepper 
and tomato soup, freshly baked croissant, 
salad with raspberry vinaigrette, 6 oz maple 
and ginger glazed salmon fillet with wild rice 
pilaf, asparagus spears with hollandaise 
sauce and chocolate truffle cheesecake 
with raspberry coulis; $25 per person. We 
deliver or you pick up between 5 and 7 p.m.  
Advance tickets only by calling the church 
office 519-669-2852 or Lee and Diane at 
519-669-8217. 

New Years Eve with Circus Jonathon, Erick 
Traplin, the Bubble Lady , 2-6 p.m.; 10 King 
St. W., Kitchener. 519-749-9387. 

January 4
Free Family Skating Party – Hot chocolate 
and treats. New Hamburg Arena, 10:30 a.m. 
-  1 p.m. Hosted by The Kitchener- Conestoga 
Liberal Association. 519-696-3067.

January 14 
Family Sunday Interactive activities, create 
art projects, storytelling, drama games, 2-5 
p.m. (for ages 4-12); free; Kitchener-Waterloo 
Art Gallery, 101 Queen St. N., Kitchener. 519-
579-5860.
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Notice:
The Observer
will be closed
the week of 

December 24th. 
Our office will 

reopen on Jan. 2 
and publishing 
will resume on 

Sat. Jan. 6th, 07.

9 Mill St.,
Elmira

519-669-5161

Wishing you a

Merry Christmas 

and safe and 

Happy New Year! 

Things are always 

looking up when 

you come by.

E.S. HOFFER & SONS LTD.

Dealer in Sand, Gravel, Stone Dust, Small Stone, Mulches & Topsoil
6444 Line 86, R#2, West Montrose, ON  N0B 2V0 • 519-669-5438

 It is time to 
  rejoice and 
   honor the miracle 
     of Christmas, 
      and to reflect on 
       the teachings of 
       our Saviour. 
        We want to wish a 
         Holy Christmas to 
           all of our friends and 
            patrons who have been so loyal 
              throughout the year.

Blessings to you and yours.

4 Park Avenue West, Elmira
CAROUSEL 
COIFFURE For Your Next Appointment

519-669-2786

We would
like to

THANK YOU
and wish you a 

very MERRY
CHRISTMAS
and HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

Jenny, Dayna, Janessa, Michelle & Emily

SALON & SPA

I would like to thank you for your business over the past year and
wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday.  

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Allen & Suzanne Morrison,
Karen Binkley, Linda Buchan & Steve Webb

25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE,  ELMIRA

TEL: 519-669-2632 2080 Northfield Dr. E., Elmira  •  519-669-1616

Metal
Fabricating
Ltd.

EST. 1976

With You In Mind At Christmas time. May you 
and your family enjoy the many blessings that give true 

meaning to the holiday season. We feel privileged 

and blessed to have you as our customers.

With You In Mind At

Christmas Time

3 Elora St. S, Alma
www.buehlerauto.com

Seasons Greetings from:
Ken, Bev, Gary, Dan, Chris S.,

Tim, Gar, Chris W & Tyler.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Woolwich His-
torical Foundation 
is history. Unable to 

find new people interest-
ed in joining the group, 
the remaining members 
opted to disband after al-
most 25 years.

The decision came at 
the WHF annual general 
meeting last month. The 
organization is now try-
ing to wind down, and 
finding a new home for 
its historical collection 

Historical foundation a thing of the past
Falling membership prompts demise; group looks for new home for its collection

is the first priority. WHF 
has an extensive col-
lection of manuscripts, 
family histories and al-
most 3,000 photographs 
acquired since its formal 
inception in 1982.

“The membership had 
dropped off – it was down 
to the faithful few who 
had done it for many 
years,” president Roger 
Miller explained of the 
decision.

Members are now look-
ing at several options 
for dealing with the 
collection, including 

passing the items on to 
Woolwich Township, 
Waterloo Region, the 
Waterloo Historical So-
ciety or Doon Heritage 
Crossroads. 

Meeting this week, 
Woolwich councillors 
heard about the WHF 
dissolution plans, and 
briefly discussed the con-
sequences. Acting clerk 
Val Hummel said she is 
in discussions with the 
group about the fate of its 
historical items.

Prior to turning over 
the material to any other 

organization, foundation 
members are sorting 
through the collection. 
Not all of the items are 
likely to be accepted by 
the larger groups, Miller 
explained.

“It’s like moving house: 
some stuff will go on and 
some stuff won’t make 
the trip.”

Currently stored at 
the old township hall in 
Conestogo, the collec-
tion is now closed to the 
public. Miller said he ex-
pects the items to be out 
of circulation for a couple 

of years once they are 
turned over to another 
agency.

“They have their own 
cataloguing system, and 
they’ll want to go through 
the collection first.”

A WHF display case and 
local history files remain 
at the Elmira Branch of 
the Region of Waterloo 
Library.

“One of our regrets is 
that we know that there’s 
a lot of stuff still sitting 
out there in the township. 
Hopefully somebody will 
be there to collect it.”

A happy holiday
and all the best

for the New Year!
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DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
YOUR CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILERS 

ARE GIVING YOU A SPECIAL GIFT.

Wise customers read the fi ne print: †, ¥ These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on vehicles equipped as described. All offers exclude freight ($1,300) license, insurance, registration, $50 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Offers subject to change without notice. Retailer order or trade may be 
necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specifi c pricing details and conditions. ¥ 3 For Free is a limited time offer and applies to all new in-stock 2006 vehicles (excluding Sprinter) and selected 2007 vehicles fi nanced or leased through Chrysler Financial O.A.C.. Offer applies only to retail deliveries 
from dealer inventory. Finance customers will receive a cheque for their fi rst 3 monthly payments (to a maximum of $1500). Lease customers will have their fi rst lease payment paid (to a maximum of $500) and will receive a cheque for the next 2 payments (to a maximum of $1000). Customers may elect an alternative $1250 discount offer. All amounts 
include taxes. Offer subject to change without notice. See participating retailers for complete details. † Lease based on a 48 month term for 2007 Dodge Caravan (28S + MWG): total lease obligation is $15,516 with $1,500 down @ 4.0% lease APR; 2007 Dodge Grand Caravan (28S + MWG): total lease obligation is $18,156 with $1,500 down @ 3.8% 

lease APR; 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab ST 4x4 (26A+AHC+ALS+DSA+NHM): total lease obligation is $17,916 with $1,500 down @ 1.9% lease APR. First month’s payment (if applicable), down payment, any retailer administration fees and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600 
for 48 month terms; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Ω Based on U.S. National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2007 model year Dodge Caravan, Grand Caravan, and Ram 1500. ‡ Visit www.daimlerchrysler.ca/aeroplan or a participating Chrysler Jeep Dodge retailer for 
complete program details including a list of eligible vehicles. Program subject to change without notice. º You are automatically entered when you purchase or lease an eligible Chrysler Jeep Dodge vehicle during the contest period. Weekly contests close at 11:59 pm (E.T.) each Monday between November 13, 
2006 and January 2, 2007. No purchase necessary. Full contest details including no purchase entry available at www.daimlerchrysler.ca/aeroplan and participating retailers. ® Aeroplan is a Registered Trademark of Aeroplan Limited Partnership. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

EARN 40,000 Aeroplan® Miles when you 
purchase or lease an eligible new vehicle.‡

REDEEM Aeroplan Miles and 
save on a new vehicle.‡AEROPLAN MILESº

1,000,000
WINEnter our weekly draw to:

• 3.3L 170 hp V6 engine • Automatic transmission • Air conditioning • Power windows & locks • Sunscreen glass • Roof Rack 
• Advanced multistage front airbags • Speed control • Remote keyless entry • Child Seat Anchor System

 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front impact

2007 Dodge Caravan

+

$292
†

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!4.0%

Lease APR

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

• 3.3L 170 hp V6 engine • Advanced multistage front air bags • Air conditioning • Power heated fold away mirrors, windows & locks 
• Child-seat anchor system • Cloth-faced seating surfaces • AM/FM stereo with CD player & 4 speakers 

•   
fold in floor seating • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS • 

 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front & Side impact

2007 Dodge Grand Caravan

+

$347
†

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!3.8%

Lease APR

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab® ST 4x4 – Fall Value Package
• 5.7L HEMI® V8 with MDS • 5 speed automatic  • Speed control • Air conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo• Trailer tow group • Anti-spin rear differential 

FALL VALUE PACKAGE INCLUDES • 17 inch chrome wheels • Chrome body side mouldings • Power windows and locks 
• Power heated mirrors • Remote keyless entry • 40/20/40 split front bench seat • Body colour sport grille • Limited Edition badging 

 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front impact

+

$342
†

1.9%

Lease APR

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

We’ll make your first 3 months payments! ¥

JUST ANNOUNCED! 
NOW AVAILABLE ON ALL '06 AND SELECT '07 MODELS¥

HURRY! 
OFFERS

END 

JAN. 2ND
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