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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Feedback, none of it supportive, 
was quick and plentiful at Ted 
Arnott’s office as the province 
floated plans to give MPPs a 

25-per-cent pay hike.
“We’ve had a lot of e-mails and phone 

calls. I haven’t had a lot of positive 
feedback as of yet,” the Waterloo-Wel-
lington representative said Wednes-
day afternoon.

Bill 173, tabled by the Liberal govern-
ment Dec. 12, calls for the Members of 
Provincial Parliament to be paid 75 
per cent of their federal counterparts’ 
salaries. If adopted, the base rate paid 
to members would rise to $110,775 from 
the current $88,771. The current base 
level for MPs in the House of Com-
mons is $147,700.

Introduced by the Liberals, the legis-
lation was endorsed by Arnott’s Con-
servative party.

“Currently there is a huge dispar-
ity between the total compensation 
for MPs and MPPs in Ontario. I agree 
that if the disparity of MPs and MPPs 
becomes too great, the Ontario Legis-
lature will become a second rate par-
liamentary institution, and the people 
of Ontario will not have the quality of 
government leadership they deserve,” 
he said, echoing the rationale offered 
up by the government.

“Our province is only as strong as 
our democracy, and the strength of 
our democracy depends on the quality 
of the individuals who choose public 
service,” Marie Bountrogianni, Min-
ister Responsible for Democratic Re-
newal, said in a release.

The pay increase comes at the recom-
mendation of Integrity Commissioner 
Coulter Osborne. His is an indepen-

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Kindergarten will be an all-day event 
when some of the region’s youngest 
students start their educational ca-
reers next fall.

Looking to reduce transportation costs, 
the Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) will phase in the all-day, alter-
nate-day Kindergarten program into selected 
schools, trustees decided Dec. 11. 

Currently, pupils attend for a half-day five 
days a week. The change would see them go to 
school for a full day, every other day, reducing 
the number of bus trips for each student.

The region’s Catholic board is studying a 
similar move.

The program, to be implemented in an as-yet 
undetermined number of schools in Septem-
ber 2007, will save the board approximately 
$420,000 in noontime busing. 

“The noon-hour busing is problematic from 
safety and cost considerations,” WRDSB 
spokesperson Margaret Coleman told the Ob-
server.

“It’s a run that we don’t get any money for 
and we do have some budgeting challenges.

“We presently have a budget reduction task 
force working, an expense reduction task 
force, and this $420,000 is important for all 
students in the system.”

Since broaching the topic at previous meet-
ings the board has discovered saving money 
will not be the only benefit to the region’s edu-
cators as a handful of schools have offered to 
participate in the pilot project in the fall – in-
cluding Floradale Public School.

At the region’s northernmost school, busing 
Kindergarten students in the morning only to 
return them home some three hours later is 
inconvenient for all involved. 

The parents of Floradale PS students indi-
cated in a survey last year they would be in 

Public school 
board to shift 

to all-day 
Kindergarten

Floradale PS requests to be part 
of board pilot starting next fall

Public outcry 
greets MPP 
pay raises

Arnott supports Liberal 
plan that would see 
25% jump in salaries

t See ARNOTT page 2 marc miquel helsen

CHANGES ON TAP Floradale PS students George Wade (bottom), Peter Hildebrandt and Zachary 
Martin get creative during what could be the last year of half-day Kindergarten classes at the school. 
The board is looking to move to a full-day, alternate-day schedule.
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NO INJURIES An overheated electrical cord caused a driving shed to become fully engulfed in flames Dec. 8. The family lost $150,000 in farm 
equipment.
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Floradale family is 
already rebuilding 
the shed destroyed 

by fire last week, but has 
no plans yet for replacing 
the damaged equipment.

Some $150,000 worth of 
farm implements were 
destroyed when an elec-
trical cord overheated, 
sparked a fire and burnt 
down the driving shed 
at 3201 Floradale Road 
shortly after noon on 
Dec. 8.

Clare Bauman, 17, was 
the only resident home 
when a neighbour no-
ticed the blaze. The rest 
of the family was in town, 
mother Irene Bauman 
told the Observer.

She said they are thank-
ful their family and ani-
mals were not injured by 
the fire, but at one point 
the barn and cattle were 
endangered.

“They let the cows out 
of the barn because of the 
wind, but then the wind 
turned,” she explained. 

Among the equipment 
destroyed were four trac-
tors, a bailer, harvester, 
corn planter, corn blow-
er, PTO generator, snow 

Floradale family rebuilding after fire
Driving shed demolished, cattle operation loses $150,000 in equipment

blower and plough, which 
were all being stored in 
the shed at the time. The 
shed also contained die-
sel and gasoline fuel tank 
and oil drums, which 
gave fire crews reason to 
be cautious when dous-
ing the flames.

Firefighters from Flo-
radale and St. Jacobs, 
assisted by a Conestogo 
Fire Department tanker, 
responded to the blaze 

that took 30 minutes to 
get under control, and 
an additional two hours 
to extinguish. The 30-by-
60-foot wood and steel 
structure’s roof collapsed 
during the effort. 

Each piece of damaged 
equipment was hauled 
out and doused to ensure 
there would be no flare-
ups.

Floradale district fire 
chief Dennis Frey said 

the blaze started when an 
electrical cord, run from 
the barn, overheated 
while powering a block 
heater for a tractor.

“There was no electric 
supply to that building 
so they had run an exten-
sion cord to the barn to 
this block heater,” said 
Frey. “The quality of the 
extension cord or the size 
of the extension cord was 
too light for the distance 

and for the load.” 
Although the family has 

not yet devised a plan to 
replace the uninsured 
equipment, within two 
days the neighbours 
pitched in to begin re-
building the shed. 

The Baumans have been 
hosting some 30 men who 
are working to recon-
struct the shed, looking 
to close it in as soon as 
possible.

JasOn KieFer

dent position removed 
from party politics.

A similar increase was 
proposed by the commis-
sioner under the Conser-
vative government prior 
to the 2003 election, Ar-
nott noted.

If passed, the legislation 
introduced this week 
would also increase the 
contribution to a provin-
cial member’s registered 
pension plan to 10 per 
cent from five per cent of 
salary. That falls short 
of the Integrity Commis-
sioner’s recommendation 
that a provincial mem-
ber’s pension rights be, at 
a minimum, equal to the 
pension rights of mem-
bers of the Ontario public 
service. It is also about 75 
per cent less than what 
taxpayers pay toward an 
average MP’s pension.

“I know members on all 
sides of the provincial 
Legislature are here, not 
because of the compen-
sation they receive, but 
because of the contribu-
tion they can make to our 
province,” said Premier 
Dalton McGuinty. “But 
we must also ensure that 
the level of compensation 
does not become, as the 
Integrity Commissioner 
has warned, a deterrent 
to public service.”

Under Bill 173, provin-
cial cabinet ministers 
would make 72 per cent 
of what federal minis-
ters currently receive. 
They currently make 58 
per cent of what federal 
ministers receive. The 
premier would make 
67 per cent of what the 
prime minister currently 
receives. He currently 
makes 54 per cent of what 
the PM is paid.

• A provincial member's 
current salary is $88,771. 
If the legislation is 
passed, it will increase to 
$110,775 – compared to a 
federal member's salary 
of $147,700.

• A provincial parlia-
mentary assistant to a 
minister is currently 
paid a salary of $101,465. 
That would       increase 
to $126,616 – compared 
to a federal parliamen-
tary secretary's salary of 
$162,600.

• A provincial minister's 
current salary is $126,321. 
That would increase to 
$157,633 – compared to a 
federal minister's salary 
of $218,500.

• The premier's current 
salary is $159,166. That 
would rise to $198,620 
– compared to the prime 
minister's salary of 
$295,400.

Arnott 
backs bid 
to boost 
MPP pay 

Continued from cover
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EN ROUTE Retail clerks at Canada Post’s Elmira branch Cindy Kuepfer (left) and Joanne Cox will sort through some 500 letters to Santa Claus before routing them to the 
North Pole.

Santa’s little helpers
Canada Post handles a million pieces of mail bound for the North Pole

Woolwich Street safety 
back on the agenda
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A near-miss last week involving a truck 
and a crossing guard in Breslau has the 
Woolwich Street traffic issue back on the 
township agenda.
In a letter to council, resident Kim Reit-

zel, a longtime proponent of traffic-calm-
ing measures on the village’s main street, 
called for action to make the route safer. 
Her latest effort was prompted by an 
incident Dec. 5, shortly after township 
staff removed temporary speed bumps 
at the intersection of Woolwich and Dol-
man streets.
“Now that winter is here, the speed 

humps have been removed,” she said in 
her letter. “As a result our crossing guard 
was almost killed Tuesday trying to cross 
at the stop sign. A truck was speeding 
up the hill and did not stop for the sign, 
almost hitting her.”
Reitzel said quick action is needed to 

get commuter traffic off of Woolwich 
Street and onto the Fountain Street by-
pass route.
“There have been no calming measures, 

just the stop sign. It’s not deterring the 
traffic – it’s making [drivers] angrier. 
They’re just blowing the stop sign,” she 
told the Observer.
Council, however, seems just as split as 

people in the village over measures to 
reduce the volume and speed of vehicles 
on Woolwich Street. A variety of op-
tions, from more stop signs to blocking 
off access at Victoria Street, have been 
discussed.
Meeting Tuesday night, councillors 

briefly discussed improving signage to 
direct trucks to Fountain Street. Look-
ing ahead, the township will review the 
effectiveness of speed bumps at the in-
tersection, with an eye toward installing 
permanent fixtures in the spring.
In the meantime, police have been re-

quested to step up enforcement efforts 
in the village.

Former Woolwich councillor Pat 
McLean, a longtime member of the 
Uniroyal/Crompton/Chemtura Public Ad-
visory Committee, has been reappointed 
as CPAC’s chair.
Hers was one of several committee ap-

pointments approved this week by town-
ship council.
Joining McLean on the committee are 

Tricia Brubacher, Susan Bryant, Fred 
Hager, Jerry Heidbuurt, Shannon Holton, 
Alan Marshall and Ron Ormson. Council 
will be represented by Sandy Shantz.
Five members were assigned to the 

committee of adjustment: Tim Cronin, 
Linda Dickson, Gail Forsyth, Karen Reist 
and David Lehmann.
On the Grand River Accessibility Advi-

sory Committee, Woolwich will be rep-
resented by Gord Cummer, Marybeth 
Hunter and Brad Ullner.
Chaired by Coun. Mark Bauman, the 

Township of Woolwich Environmental 
Enhancement Committee (TWEEC) will 
include Tricia Brubacher, Susan Bryant, 
Janet Cox, Graham Gladwell, Shannon 
Holton, Al Murray, Dennis Martin, Inga 
Rinne, Art Woods and Ann Roberts 
(staff). 

Along with road safety blitzes, police 
will be enforcing new seatbelt laws that 
came into effect this month. Every occu-
pant of a motor vehicle must occupy a 
seat equipped with a seatbelt and must 
wear it properly. 
In addition to a minimum fine of $110, 

the driver can also receive demerit points 
upon conviction for an offence.

Council appoints full 
slate of committees

Buckle up ... or else

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Come rain, sleet or snow – the latter a 
seasonal standard – Jolly Ol’ Saint 
Nick will receive more than a million 
letters from boys and girls around 

the world, aided by postal carriers joining the 
ranks of Santa’s helpers for the holiday sea-
son. 

Some 11,000 current and retired Canada Post 
workers volunteer their time to sort through 
the hundreds or thousands of letters which 
begin to flood offices all over Canada as soon 
as the snow starts falling. 

“As of the beginning of December our vol-
umes were a little bit low because we didn’t 
have much snow,” said Nicole Lemire, manag-
er, marketing and public relations for Canada 
Post.

“As soon as we had the first snow storm 
letters started coming in. It’s been a little 
bit green since then but I’m sure we’ll be ex-
ceeding one million, which we achieved last 
year.”

Letters from around the world in about 27 
different languages filter through Canada 
Post on their way to Mr. S. Claus, North Pole, 
HOH OHO, Canada.

The newest way of getting one’s Christmas 

wish list into Santa’s hands is via the Web. 
A new system put in place by the post office 
some five years ago allows children to e-
mail their lists as well as enjoy games on the 
holiday page on the Canada Post Web page 
at www.canadapost.ca/holiday.

When e-mailing Papa Noel on the corpo-
ration’s Santa’s Corner site, kids can design 
their own writing paper, play games, watch 
cartoons, create holiday wallpaper, read 
recipes and listen to a broadcast from Santa 
himself .

Last year Father Christmas received 
33,000 e-mails. This year Canada Post has 
rerouted 32,000 digital dispatches up north.

“It would appear that kids are writing a lit-
tle bit more online, but most children prefer 
to write to Santa because they can include 
stickers and pictures and drawings,” ex-
plained Lemire. “We really do receive many 
more letter than we do emails.” 

Letters pour in from around the world. 
Already envelops from Japan, the United 
States, Mexico and Lithuania are piling up.

Locally, letters are coming in by the hun-
dreds, with some 300 collected during the 
Dec. 2 Elmira Christmas parade alone. 
More are being dropped off all the time at 
the Arthur Street branch. 

The Elmira office annually receives some 

500 handwritten letters from children, who 
sometimes include catalogue clippings of the 
toys they want.

This year the most requested gifts are the 
Tamagotchi digital pets and, sometimes, the 
real thing: a puppy or hamster. 

But some of the Jolly Ol’ Elf’s penpals also 
ask for things in line with the spirit of Christ-
mas: peace on Earth.  

Everyone is encouraged to write about 
whatever he or she wants for the holidays. 
To reinforce the habit, Canada Post workers 
in Elmira give tours of their facilities to stu-
dents from local schools. The youngsters can 
see where the letters are sorted, including the 
special section bound for the North Pole. 

But no matter what children want for Christ-
mas the most important part of writing Kris 
Kringle is including a return address where a 
reply can be sent. 

This is also a way of letting Santa know if 
someone on his route has moved since last 
year. 

Some 11,000 postal elves are busily replying 
to letters sent in all languages to let children 
know their Christmas lists have been received 
by the Man in Red. 

Entering into the spirit, Lemire has been 
helping Santa respond to letters, penning al-
most 100 over the season.  
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STEVE KANNON
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His plans for re-
development on 
hold, the owner of 

a former Elmira indus-
trial site is anxious to 
avoid losing a $66,000 tax 
credit on his property. 

Mike Voll of Blaze 
Properties Inc. is look-
ing for an extension or 
exemption for the old 
Procast Foundries lot 
at the corner of Church 
Street and Memorial Av-
enue. The request was 
discussed at a planning 
public meeting Tuesday 
night in Woolwich coun-
cil chambers.

The owner wants to 
develop housing on the 
site – a plan for seniors’ 
townhouses was submit-
ted in August 2005 – but 
township planners want 
to see commercial devel-
opment. Finding no in-
terest thus far in a com-
mercial project, Blaze 
Properties does not want 
to see the development 
charges credit of $66,400 
expire while it waits for 
a project to fall in place, 

Developer of Procast 
site seeks extension

Residential project dropped, owner seeks 
to avoid loss of development charge credit

explained director of en-
gineering and planning 
Dave Gosnay.

Under Woolwich bylaws, 
the owner has four years 
after the demolition of 
the building, undertaken 
in April 2004, to begin 
new construction in or-
der to claim a credit on 
the development charg-
es ordinarily levied on 
new buildings ($1.39 per 
square foot for non-resi-
dential structures).

This week’s meeting 
saw councillors discuss 
extending the deadline 
by another four years – 
bringing it to April 2012 
– or granting a perma-
nent exemption on the 
site. A decision is expect-
ed later next year.

“He may have to wait 
a few years until com-
mercial development 
is appropriate on that 
site,” planning consul-
tant Mark Dorfman said 
of the owner. “He’s pre-
pared to wait until the 
market comes.”

While the company has 
agreed to drop its plans 
for residential develop-
ment, it will move ahead 

with some changes at 
the site, which encom-
passes 19 Church St. E. 
and 7 Memorial Ave.

In a later interview, 
Dorfman said he ex-
pects to be back early in 
the new year to request 
a severance for a piece 
of the property fronting 
on Centre Street; a new 
home would be built 
on the single lot. As 
well, the existing house 
on Memorial Avenue, 
which served as the 
foundry’s office, will be 
used for residential pur-
poses once again.

“We’re trying to keep 
the project alive.”

The site has been 
vacant since Procast 
Foundries Inc. closed its 
doors in October 2002. 
After buying the proper-
ty more than three years 
ago, Blaze removed most 
of the buildings and 
cleaned up much of the 
contamination related 
to the longstanding 
business, which molded 
metal components for 
mining, electrical and 
manufacturing indus-
tries.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The holiday season 
means plenty of 
presents will be 

shared. Some of them, 
however, will end up 
as ‘gifts’ to thieves and 
scam artists, police offi-
cials warn.

Thefts from cars and 
bogus charitable dodges 
are expected to spike 
this Christmas season. 
As well, criminals some-
times monitor garbage 
and recycling boxes to de-
termine if new valuables 
may be inside the home.

According to an insur-
ance industry study, 30 
per cent of all claims dur-
ing the holiday are attrib-
uted to theft, with an av-
erage loss of $4,000. The 
10 most stolen Christmas 
gifts are jewelry, digital 
cameras, home theatre 
equipment, MP3 players, 
CDs, DVDs, cash, gift cer-
tificates, video games and 
computer equipment.

“Historically at this 
time of the year we see an 
increase in the number of 
thefts, particularly from 
vehicles. They are gen-
erally crimes of oppor-
tunity, and a lot of times 
they are directly related 
to shopping and cars 
that are parked in areas 
where shopping is occur-
ring,” said Olaf Heinzel, 
spokesman for the Water-
loo regional police.

While residents are ad-
vised to take precautions 
at all times, extra care 
may be required at a time 
when new purchases are 

Watch that gifts don’t 
go astray, police warn

Be a Scrooge to thieves on the prowl at Christmas
common, parking lots are 
teeming with activity and 
people are more distract-
ed, he suggested.

“We want people to en-
joy themselves but at the 
same time just to keep in 
mind that even though 
none of us think we’ll 
ever be the victim of a 
crime it does occur. Just 
by taking normal precau-
tions we can really vastly 
reduce the risk of becom-
ing a victim of a crime, 
whether it’s in our vehi-
cles or our homes.”

Some preventive meth-
ods include keeping all 
new articles – whether at 
home or in the car – out of 
view, as well as keeping 
doors locked at all times.

 Installing motion sensor 
and timed lighting out-
side and inside the home 
is encouraged. When 
away for the holidays ho-
meowners should contact 
trusted neighbours, fam-
ily or friends to check in 
on the home and to keep 
mail and garbage from 
piling up.

Police are also remind-
ing the public to be wary 
of fraudulent charities 
asking for money.

The generous spirit of 
the holiday season often 
makes for a more “vul-
nerable” victim and thus 
a more profitable con 
market.

 “There’s no harm in say-
ing, ‘can you come back 
tomorrow?’ and giving 
the office for that char-
ity a call to ensure that 
someone is actually can-
vassing in their neighbor-
hood,” said Heinzel.

Good advice all through 
the year, and especially 
at Christmastime, agreed 
Chris Ferguson, director 
of Ontario’s Consumer 
Protection Branch.

“People are feeling more 
generous and charitable 
at this time of year, and 
it’s a better time to pick 
off people for bogus dona-
tions,” he explained.

“If you’re getting a re-
ally high pressure pitch, 
that’s not really consis-
tent with how legit chari-
ties raise money, they’re 
usually happy to answer 
questions. They don’t 
push it too hard.”

Both Heinzel and Fergu-
son noted that precaution 
and vigilance shouldn’t de-
ter people from donating to 
their favourite charities.

“We encourage people 
obviously to help appro-
priate and legitimate 
charities to the extent 
that they want to, but 
also to make sure that 
they, in fact, are giving 
to who they think they 
are,” said Heinzel.

Tips for dealing with 
a suspicious charitable 
group:

• Be an informed donor. 
Ask questions. Check 
facts. Don’t be pressured.

• Carefully look at the 
charity's full name. Some 
scam artists use copycat 
names to imitate real 
charities.

• Only give your per-
sonal or financial infor-
mation over the phone if 
you have placed the call 
yourself and know the 
organization.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.
GET YOUR CHRISTMAS TURKEY OR ROAST ORDER IN TODAY! 

DON'T FORGET YOUR GIFT CERTIFICATES!

Specials from December 18 - December 23

$2.99 lb.

Maple Smoked 
Blackforest Hams

(5lbs + Bulk) • $3.29 lb.

$2.39 lb.

Fresh Free Range Grade "A"

Turkeys
Store Made Whole, Half or Mini

$2.99 lb.

Boneless Pork Loin
Roasts

Store Made Sausage Stuffed Fresh

$2.49 lb.

Regular or Garlic
Breakfast Sausages

Store Made

Skin-on Ham • $1.79 lb.

Store Made Maple Smoked Bone-in Store Made Deli Sliced Maple Smoked

Skinless Ham Side Bacon
$2.19 lb.

$3.49 lb.

Your Connection to
One-on-One Advice.

Full service, personal advice…
and access to a wide range of
investment solutions. At BMO
Nesbitt Burns, we offer you
choices and the flexibility to
ensure an approach to
investing that is customized to
your needs and objectives.

Please call me today to find
out about the benefits of one
on one advice.

BMO NESBITT BURNS
Bank of Montreal

53 Arthur Street South 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2M6

JOYCE REIMER B.A.

Financial Management Advisor
Certified Senior Advisor

519-669-4622

1-800-265-6148

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

A tradition of trust.

May the joy and celebration of Christ’s birth 
light your Christmas season.

MSCU branches will be closed on 
Dec 25, 26, 2006 and Jan 1, 2007

www.mscu.com

Aylmer | Elmira | Kitchener | Leamington | Milverton | New Hamburg | St. Catharines | Waterloo

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

1-8.xmas.ad06.wo  12/13/06  5:09 PM  Page 1

HOLIDAY STRESS!
WANT TO FEEL BETTER? LET US HELP!

Karyn Shantz, R.M.T. Marjorie Martin, R.M.T.

• Registered 
Massage Therapy 

• Reiki 
• Reflexology

• Aromatherapy 
• Hot Stone Therapy

1212 Queen’s Bush Rd., Unit A, WELLESLEY
519-656-9079

Combined 18 Years Experience

favour of the new system. Ac-
cordingly, principal Leslie 
McNabb has made a request to 
the board for her school to be 
part of the pilot.

“First of all, our children are 
all bused,” said McNabb. “It 
makes it challenging for moms 
who have little ones at home. 
They really don’t get half a day 
at home with the kids because 
they have to go out and wait for 
the bus.

“We’re also trying to encour-
age our Mennonite families 
to have their children come 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

More than $4.5 mil-
lion for new fa-
cilities will lead 

the way in a major capital 
spending program next 
year under a draft plan 
approved this week by 
Woolwich council.

Also on the menu are 
inflow and infiltration 
work on Cardinal Street 
and Mourningdove Cres-
cent ($1.7 million) and 

for the two-year Kindergarten 
program as opposed to the one 
year,” she continued. “Typi-
cally, a lot of our David Martin 
Mennonites don’t send their 
children until they are five 
years old.”

At Linwood Public School, 
where some 50 per cent of the 
population is David Martin 
Mennonite, the full-day, alter-
nate-day program has been in 
place for 20 years. 

The program is also in place in 
school boards in neighbouring 
regions where it has received 
positive reviews from parents 

and teachers, said WRDSB.
The system reduces the 

amount of time children spend 
on a school bus, which for rural 
students can be considerable, 
while maintaining the same 
amount of time in class.

While selected schools will be 
chosen to adapt their schedule 
to the all-day, alternate-day 
plan next fall, all 58 elemen-
tary Kindergarten schools will 
fall in line with the program in 
September 2008.

However, although the plan 
was approved at the board’s 
most recent meeting a further 

Woolwich eyes long list of capital projects
New facilities, major road reconstruction top list of 2007 budget expenditures
the reconstruction of 
Riverside Drive West in 
Elmira ($1.8 million).

That figure is part of 
$11.7 million in capital 
spending the township 
plans for 2007.

Even with the push for 
new facilities, engineer-
ing projects totaling just 
over $6 million make up 
the bulk of the proposed 
spending. Along with the 
two major road-works proj-
ects, work on tap includes 
the Elmira north trunk 

sewer project ($970,000), re-
pairs to the Schuett Bridge 
($496,000) and I&I work in 
St. Jacobs ($386,000).

The $4.5 million in fund-
ing for facilities in 2007 
excludes the proposed 
Elmira multi-purpose 
complex. The budget cov-
ers a new community cen-
tre in Maryhill, the con-
struction of a new fire sta-
tion in Floradale and the 
renovations to the new 
township hall (the Glen-
cree building on Church 

Street West), acting trea-
surer Richard Petherick 
told councillors.

Money for the building 
projects is to be drawn 
from a variety of sources: 
the redemption of Wa-
terloo North Hydro debt 
held by the township, 
new taxes, development 
charges and long-term 
borrowing, plus commu-
nity fundraising.

Capital spending for 
2007 will require $1.1 
million from next year’s 

tax levy, representing the 
gap between $11.7 million 
in expenses and $10.6 mil-
lion in capital revenues, 
Petherick explained.

Reacting to a question 
from Coun. Murray Mar-
tin about the timing of 
the Elmira I&I tendering 
process, manager of en-
gineering operations Rod 
Kruger said he expects the 
tenders to go out shortly, 
with an eye toward begin-
ning the work in May.

The project was pushed 

to 2007 when only one 
company bid on the work, 
with the quote coming in 
well above the $1 million 
budgeted for this year.

Similarly, the Riverside 
Drive project is in the 
engineering stage, with 
early spring construction 
forecast.

“As far as I know, we’re 
right on time.”

More discussion, and 
formal adoption of the 
capital budget is expected 
early in the new year.

Floradale PS requests a role in pilot project

meeting will finalize the plan 
Dec. 18, with further informa-
tion to follow in the new year. 

Continued from cover

Further information can be 
found on the board Web site at 
www.wrdsb.on.ca.

IN SESSION Floradale Kindergarten students Heidi Shantz (left), Natalie Clemmer, Eva 
Hildebrandt and Peter Hildebrandt play during the half-day program. marc miquel helsen



PHONE: (519) 669-5790
TOLL FREE: 1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
EMAIL: info@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

ADDRESS: 
20-B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, ON, CANADA  N3B 1Z9

PUBLICATION NUMBER: 1004840
ISSN NUMBER: 1203 9578

REPORTERS

Desiree Finhert....................ext 101
Marc Miquel Helsen............ext 102
Jason Kiefer.........................ext 110
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Pat Merlihan.......................ext 105
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

Geoff Micks.........................ext 108

PUBLISHER

Joe Merlihan......................ext 107
EDITOR

Steve Kannon.....................ext 103
SALES MANAGER

Donna Rudy........................ext 104
GENERAL INQUIRY

Operator.............................ext 100

The Woolwich Observer (est. 1996) is published every Saturday 
by Cathedral Communications Inc., an independent publishing/
media corporation located in Elmira, Ontario, CANADA.

A division of Cathedral Communications Inc.

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:RECENT ACCOLADES:OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

QUOTABLES “ ”

�    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • OPINION PAGES • DECEMBER 16, 2006

The biggest factor ... is the cost of wages, and the cost of 
wages should not be going up faster than the inflation rate.

Kitchener Coun. John Gazzola argues against a plan to 
link tax increases to a so-called municipal price index 
rather than the real rate of inflation.

» New school of thought
Instead of transporting kids to 
Kindergarten for half-day every day, 
a new full-day plan would cut the 
trips in half. Working parents will 
find it easier to cope with babysitting 
arrangements, and the days will be 
less fragmented.

Why aren’t these bureaucrats in prison?

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

» Certain to pay for it
The voodoo of oil prices was at work 
again this week: a $1 per barrel spike 
when OPEC delegates announced 
they had an agreement, sort of, to 
perhaps reduce production by half 
a million barrels a day in February. 
Maybe. But an immediate increase 
at the pumps is a lock.

» A reason to be mad
Scratch an already dubious charity 
from the list of potential recipients: 
scandalous revelations show just 
19 cents of every dollar donated 
to MADD are used for charitable 
purpose; most is swallowed up 
by telemarketing firms and fuzzy 
administrative costs. 

It’s déjà vu all 
over again

I ain’t usually the type 
to agree with the edi-
torials offered up on 

this page, but I gotta say 
I’m all for trackin’ down 
them civil service graft-
ers and puttin’ ‘em in 
jail. Seems like all them 
bureaucrats figure the 
money in your wallet is 
theirs to spend like it’s go-
ing out of style – and they 
don’t have to say how or 
why they’re spendin’ it.

You can bet them mil-
lions of dollars in unac-
counted for expenses 
ended up in a few people’s 
pockets, while we picked 
up the tab for them unof-
ficial “bonuses.” I sure 
wish the province would 
follow up that auditor 
general’s report with a 
whole bunch of charges: 
send the wastin’, stea-
lin’ SOBs to prison for 25 
years and I’ll bet a whole 
bunch more of them sniv-
el servants will think 
twice before so much as 
wastin’ an extra staple.

My goat was really got 
over that Hydro One big-
wig that’s cashin’ out to 
the tune of $3 million. 
He gets caught with his 
hand in the cookie jar 
and still gets to walk off 
with that kind of cash. 
Where do I sign up for 
that kind of job? Seems to 

me that people used to be 
responsible for their ac-
tions, and if you got fired 
from your job for bein’ a 
thief, a bumbler or just 
plain ol’ incompetent, 
they ushered you out the 
door on the spot and you 
didn’t get dime-one. The 
best you could hope for is 
that you didn’t mess the 
bed enough to get the po-
lice involved.

With all this missin’ 
money, somebody’s got 
to go to jail. It’s as plain 
and simple as that: do 
the crime, do the time. 
Anything less and you’re 
tellin’ the whole lot of 
‘em – already suckin’ the 
public teat dry – that it’s 
Jim Dandy to steal from 
the taxpayers.

THE RCMP SHOULD NOT 
FEAR ARAR FALLOUT

Now, I’m all for cleanin’ 
out the public payroll 
just on principle alone 
– we could easily get by 
on a third or less of  ‘em 
– but if you’re like me, 
your blood pressure was 
out of whack with all the 
BS over that RCMP fella.

I don’t see what all 

the fuss is about – so, 
some suspect fellas got 
grilled by the Yanks and 
shipped off to foreign 
parts where they were 
from in the first place. 
Would you rather the po-
lice went soft on terror-
ists? You can’t make an 
omelet without breakin’ 
a few eggs.

If it was up to the cryba-
bies and lefties, we’d have 
an open door to all kinds 
of undesirables. We need 
to shut the door com-
pletely, and let the cops 
and military sort out all 
the illegals and terror-
ists – ship out those who 
don’t belong (which is a 
pretty long list, I’d bet), 
put the criminals in jail 
and turn the fundamen-
talists over to Ameri-
cans, since apparently 
we ain’t got the manlies 
here to do what has to be 
done to take care of that 
ilk. Puttin’ a lid on the 
agency lookin’ to protect 
our way of life is proof 
enough of that.

I SAY IT RARELY: GOOD 
 FOR YOU, McGUINTY

I ain’t got much use for 

the school system these 
days, nor for the Liberals 
at any time, but that Mc-
Guinty fella has finally 
got something right in 
takin’ away drivers’ li-
cences from those kids 
that don’t stay in school.

Finishin’ high school is 
one thing, but I’m all in 
favour of anything that’ll 
keep the worst kind of 
drivers off the road: ev-
ery right-thinkin’ person 
knows it’s the kids that 
are the biggest danger out 
there, plain and simple.

Anyways, time was a 
fella didn’t have to get 
all the way through high 
school to make some-
thing of himself. But it’s 
pretty clear these days 
you ain’t gonna get too 
far ahead without that 
piece of paper: the egg-
heads have been looking 
after themselves by ma-
kin’ sure you can’t get a 
good job without jumpin’ 
through their hoops. 
Plus, plenty of good jobs 
is bein’ shipped over-
seas to unfriendly places 
– I was readin’ how more 
than half the clothes in 
the stores these days is 
made in China, like a 
lot of other stuff. It don’t 
matter that it’s junk or 
takin’ away jobs from 
proper people, I suppose.

Three years ago, the Conservative government of 
the day tried to give MPPs a 25-per-cent pay hike. 
Met by a wall of public outrage, and with an elec-
tion looming, then-premier Ernie Eves backed off.

Fast forward to 2006, and Premier Dalton McGuinty is 
trying to rush through the self-same increase. The move, 
which would bring the base salary of an MPP to $110,775 
from the current $88,771, is no more acceptable today 
than it was then.

Pay raises for politicians are always a sore spot with the 
public, the people who ultimately foot the bill.

As with the last time this scheme was floated, the pro-
posed figures come at the suggestion of the Integrity 
Commissioner. Invoking a theoretically neutral body is 
supposed to make us accept the arguments in favour of 
the cash grab. Not surprisingly, both the Liberals and 
Conservatives are in favour of the plan (such was the case 
in 2003, when the roles were reversed).

In support of the over-the-top hike, MPPs have trotted 
out the familiar you-have-to-pay-to-get-quality-candidates 
argument – that is, unless we pay our politicians enough 
money to put them in the top three per cent of earners in 
this country, we’re not going to get good people represent-
ing us. Leaving aside the motivations, provincial politi-
cians are better paid than most of us, but few Ontarians 
would argue we have the cream of the crop serving us 
– quite the contrary, in fact.

Given the belt-tightening many here have been asked 
to live with, it’s more than a little inappropriate for our 
elected officials – paid directly from our wallets – to be ex-
pecting more. The 25-per-cent hike should be tossed in the 
trash. Ideally, MPPs would have refused the increase, but 
there would be little chance of that. The decision must be 
made for them and the temptation removed permanently.

Ask a stupid 
question...

Kitchener council, and any other municipality 
thinking along the same lines, could save a few 
trees by simply using a little common sense 
when it comes to raising taxes. Instead of send-

ing out questionnaires asking people if they’re willing to 
see higher property taxes, just say no.

Councillors want to ask residents if it’s quite alright with 
them if the city jacks their taxes above and beyond the rate 
of inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index. Bu-
reaucrats argue they need more money to cover costs that 
are growing beyond the regular yardstick. The CPI is cur-
rently 1.9 per cent, while the city says 3.3 per cent – what it 
calls a municipal index – is a more valid measure.

The argument is, of course, self-serving. While factors 
such as rising fuel and asphalt prices are beyond munici-
pal control, spending is council’s domain. That is espe-
cially true when it comes to keeping a lid on wages, the 
largest single expense.

Between runaway assessment hikes (courtesy of MPAC, 
which should be axed during the current review period) 
and profligate spending, property taxes have been zipping 
ahead of household income in many cases – the situation 
is especially hard on those living on a fixed income. 

While Woolwich, for instance, has largely maintained 
inflationary increases, that is the exception and not the 
rule. At the same time, fees for services such as water and 
sewage have climbed steadily, part of fee-for-use ratio-
nale. In that light, ratepayers are getting less even as they 
pay more in general taxes.

An emphatic ‘No’ is in order to the likes of Kitchener’s 
request.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

“What’s your favourite 
holiday tradition?” Linda

Brubacher

“Eating food.”

Heather
Errey

“Drinking egg 
nog in front of the 
Christmas tree.”

James
Hilker

“Christmas parties 
and just getting 
all that stuff out of 
storage.”

Katrina
Martin

“Sharing quality 
time with family 
during the Christ-
mas holidays.”

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

THE TOWNHOUSE IDEA REJECTED, THE DEVELOPERS OF THE FORMER PROCAST SITE BRING 
IN A COMMERCIAL PROJECT ... THOUGH MAYBE NOT WHAT WOOLWICH HAD IN MIND.   t See QUEBECOIS page 8

Ottawa is still atwitter over what might have been

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Good spin disarms the 
‘Nation of Quebec’ 
political bombshell

The political insid-
ers in Ottawa, the 
town that fun for-

got, are still abuzz over 
their cocktails about the 
surprise ending of that 
strange Montreal leader-
ship fandango that ended 
up with the geek and his 
thin shoulders sneaking 
in past the two hotshot 
favourites.

So we now have “Stevie” 
– as Georgie Bush calls 
him – going up against 
Stéphane. How droll.

Adding to the surprise 
is the moment that decid-
ed the outcome.

Michael Ignatieff and 
Bob Rae, as we all know, 
roomed together at uni-
versity – each obviously 
very bright, obviously 
headed somewhere in life 
above a taxi driver – the 

former a descendent of 
the Tsar’s last cabinet 
regime in Russia, the lat-
ter the son of an esteemed 
Canadian ambassador 
abroad (where I say, too 
often, that Bob was born 
in a log embassy.)

In the final balloting, 
with the geek Dion being 
on top, Ignatieff went to 
Rae and said that if one of 
them supported the other, 
they could beat the geek. 
In other words, “Let’s 
make a deal.” Rae, ignor-
ing his roomy proceeded 
with the ballot and upon 
losing, released all his 
delegates, most of whom 
went to the geek. 

Upon losing, Rae said to 
reporters, “It’s been fun. 
It’s not life: it’s politics.” 

Michael Ignatieff is a se-
rious person. Bob Rae is 

not a serious person. As 
Oscar Wilde once said of 
fellow Irishman George 
Bernard Shaw, “He has 
no enemies, but even his 
best friends don’t like 
him.” 
A SECOND THING: 

Alberta hates Ottawa 
because of something 
called the National En-
ergy Policy. It was insti-
tuted by Mark LaLonde, 
the powerful cabinet 
minister under Pierre 
Trudeau. Also involved 
was a young civil servant 
under LaLonde named 
Ed Clark. They put up an 
Ottawa plan called Petro 
Canada. Ottawa built 
the largest skyscraper in 
Calgary. Unfortunately, 
the architects designed 
it with a dark pink-co-
loured stone. The en-
raged Calgary corporate 
people dubbed it the Red 
Square. And the genius 

behind this they dubbed 
Red Ed. 

Red Ed is now the CEO 
of the Canadian Impe-
rial Bank of Commerce 
(CIBC).

The famous quote from 
Churchill, which he may 
have stolen from some-
one else is that “A man at 
the age of 20, if he is not 
a socialist, has no heart. 
And if at the age of 30 he 
is not a conservative, he 
has no brains.”

Ed Clark has made the 
conversion. 
AND ANOTHER 

THING: The lame duck, 
two-year death plan of 
Dubya Bush was laid out 
in the farewell address of 
Kofi Annan as head of the 
United Nations in which 
he, while never once men-
tioning the United States 
said, that their attack on 
Iraq was a disaster.

Annan, as with the 

result of last month’s 
mid-term elections that 
overturned the Republi-
can Congress and House 
of Representatives, has 
shown how the American 
public has turned against 
that disaster.

Every Sunday morning 
on the ABC show “This 
Week” they display the 
names and ages of every 
American kid killed each 
week in Iraq. Of the 32 
killed this week – most of 
them 32, 19, 22, 18, 19, 23, 
22 … all undereducated, 
of course, kids who joined 
the army hoping to get a 
trade, not thinking they 
were going to be shipped 
overseas to get killed in 
a country they had never 
heard of.
YET ANOTHER 

THING: The recent 
book Dancing On The 
Edge outlining the “Life 
And Times” of Conrad 
and Babs, reads like a 
soap opera. As everyone 
knows, a soap opera is 
written to leave a cliff-
hanger at the end of ev-
ery show so as to get the 

viewer back for more. 
Since the book came out, 
there have been further 
developments. Whether 
it be the contents of yet 
more emails or the pur-
chasing of 10 Toronto 
St. by the ancestors of 
the McDougall widows 
– hence things coming 
full circle – it seems this 
saga leaves one wonder-
ing what the next devel-
opment could possibly 
be. Stay tuned.
A FINAL THING: John 

Doyle, the witty Globe 
and Mail TV columnist, 
has cleverly called the 
CBC headquarters “Fort 
Dork.” He is right. Fort 
Dork has now unveiled a 
longhaired, sour-voiced 
woman as their evening 
anchor person who talks 
so quickly that I still can-
not figure out her name. 
And a guy who has taken 
off his nose ring but has 
kept on his earrings is 
the much publicized Ca-
nadian Broadcorping 
Castration’s salvation for 
its nighttime viewing. 
Good Luck. 

To the Editor,
I can’t help but scratch 

my somewhat balding 
head at all the people who 
are criticizing our govern-
ment for bringing forward 
the motion recognizing 
the Quebecois as a nation 
within a united Canada. 
What else could we have 
expected our leaders to 
do? 

Had the motion come 
forward out of the blue, I 
would join in the chorus 
denouncing it as a ploy 
to divert attention from 
whatever problem the 
government might have 
been facing. But the whole 
imbroglio of “Quebec is a 
nation” was not created 
by our current govern-
ment. Its latest manifes-
tation comes to us solely 
through the efforts of the 
Liberal Party and its in-
terminable but now mer-
cifully ended leadership 
race. 

The opportunists in 
this whole escapade are 
Gilles Duceppe and the 
Bloc Quebecois, who took 
advantage of the Liberal’s 

perpetual foot-in-mouth 
ructions on this issue. By 
using their parliamen-
tary privileges to bring 
forward their own dec-
laration that “Quebec is 
a nation” (without any 
reference to Canada), the 
Bloc expected an auto-
matic win – if the resolu-
tion passed, they won; if it 
failed, they won. In either 
outcome, their nationalist 
cause would be advanced 
immeasurably. 

Thankfully, our govern-
ment exhibited strong 
leadership by grabbing 
control of the agenda 
and redefining the mo-
tion along federalist lines 
within a united Canada. 
The initial reaction of M. 
Duceppe to the govern-
ment’s resolution is proof 
that his original goal had 
been thwarted. As col-
umnist Chantal Hebert 
noted, the separatists had 
been caught in their own 
“unforced error.” 

With the passage of the 
resolution, Quebec na-
tionalists can no longer 
rally people with the 
highly emotional call: 
“they” won’t recognize 
“us” as a nation, so let’s 
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HARD TALK

RAFE MAIR

WITH

With Grits, Canada splits? Only Trudeau had it right

INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS

GWYNNE DYER

Taiwan, identity politics and China
“My generation 

has had re-
ally painful 

experiences over the past 
six years, because you sud-
denly realize you are no-
body,” explained Andrew 
Yang, head of the Chinese 
Council for Advanced 
Policy Studies, in Taipei 
earlier this year. “My par-
ents come from mainland 
China, so in their eyes I 
am a second-generation 
mainlander. I mean, I was 
born here; I’m part of the 
society. I was really aston-
ished to see that people are 
treating me like a second-
generation mainlander. … 
The identity issue is very 
polarizing here.”

Identity politics were 
very much in evidence 
Dec. 9, when Taiwan’s two 
big cities voted in mayoral 
elections that were widely 
seen as a trial run for the 
key presidential elections 
in early 2008. The ruling 
Democratic Progressive 
Party should have lost by a 
landslide, given the under-
performing economy, high 
unemployment and con-

stant crises with mainland 
China since it won power at 
the national level six years 
ago, not to mention the cor-
ruption scandal that has 
engulfed President Chen 
Shui-bian’s own family. 
But it didn’t.

The DPP didn’t win by a 
landslide either, but it did 
manage to get 41 per cent 
of the vote even in Taipei, 
the traditional strong-
hold of the opposition 
Kuomintang (KMT), and it 
won, although by the mar-
gin of barely a thousand 
votes, in the southern port 
city of Kaohsiung. And it 
always wins in rural ar-
eas, which weren’t voting 
this time. There will be a 
recount in Kaohsiung, but 
the fact is that even when 
the pro-independence DPP 
fails to deliver the goods 
on every front, it still com-
mands the support of about 
half the population. That is 
identity politics at work.

The fundamental divide 
in Taiwan is between the 
“mainlanders,” descended 
from those who arrived 
on the island as refugees 

in 1949 when the KMT lost 
the Chinese civil war to the 
Communists, and the “Tai-
wanese” whose Chinese-
speaking ancestors mi-
grated to the island three 
or four centuries ago.

The refugees arrived 
with an army and a ruth-
less party apparatus that 
was modelled on the Soviet 
Communist Party (even 
though they were ideologi-
cally anti-Communist). 
So the KMT took over the 
island and ruled it under 
martial law for the next 
40 years, even though the 
mainlanders amounted to 
no more than 15 per cent of 
the population.

During all that time, the 
principal goal of the gov-
ernment was to re-conquer 
the mainland and reunite 
China under KMT rule. 
Native-born Taiwanese 
were excluded from senior 
positions, and protesters 

were killed or jailed: al-
most all the DPP’s leaders 
are former political pris-
oners. Martial law ended 
in 1987 and Taiwan is a 
democracy now, but the at-
titudes shaped by that long 
ordeal live on.

The native-born Tai-
wanese, although ethni-
cally Chinese, were not 
in favour of uniting with 
the mainland, even be-
fore the Communists took 
over there. Taiwan was a 
Japanese colony for half a 
century before 1945, and 
was handed over to China 
after Japan’s defeat with-
out consultation. But rule 
from the mainland lasted 
for only four years before 
the island became the 
Kuomintang’s last strong-
hold, and KMT rule turned 
many Taiwanese against 
mainlanders in general. So 
the idea of an independent 
Taiwan, however impracti-

cal, has great appeal to the 
DPP’s supporters.

It was the advent of de-
mocracy and the rise of 
the DPP that inaugurated 
the past decade of recur-
rent crises between Taipei 
and Beijing. Seen through 
mainland eyes, the KMT 
was an enemy who never-
theless agreed that there 
was only one China, and 
so was within the pale. 
The DPP, by playing with 
the idea of legal separation 
and a Republic of Taiwan, 
was threatening the sacred 
unity of China and so was 
utterly beyond the pale. Yet 
the DPP cannot stop play-
ing with that idea, because 
that is its main appeal to 
those who identify them-
selves as Taiwanese.

Since Chen Shui-bian won 
the presidency for the DPP 
in 2000, the crises and the 
danger of actual military 
clashes across the Strait 
of Taiwan have been get-
ting steadily worse. China 
has no credible military 
capability to invade Tai-
wan, and will not have for 
many years, but it passed 

a law last year saying that 
it would use “non-peaceful 
means” if Taiwan actually 
tried to secede. A crisis that 
would draw in the United 
States and tumble China 
and America into a cold 
war is not hard to imagine.

So most outsiders have 
been quietly hoping that the 
KMT, now reformed and 
genuinely democratic, will 
win back power and drop 
the independence talk: the 
status quo of  “one China, 
two governments” would be 
perfectly acceptable to Bei-
jing. And it looked as if the 
DPP was bound to lose in 
2008, because the economic 
downturn, the open hostil-
ity of Beijing and its own 
internal scandals had left it 
without a leg to stand on.

Last weekend’s elections 
in Taipei and Kaohsiung 
prove that that is not so. 
Outside of Taipei (where 
most of the mainlanders 
settled), the DPP can still 
count on identity politics 
to deliver enough votes to 
keep it in the running. And 
that means that the crises 
may not end after 2008.

The Liberals take 
credit for national 
unity. It never seems 

to occur to them that the 
disunity of this country 
can be laid at their door-
step.

The seeds of Quebec dis-
sent were sown in 1759 
when Wolfe beat Montcalm, 
followed by the Peace of 
Paris in 1763, where France 
abandoned Quebec for all 
time. This is why the army 
recruiters of the First and 
Second World Wars often 
were wasting their breath 
appealing to Quebecers to 
help save France.

It would take a hell of a lot 
more time and space than 
I have available to begin 
to do the history, so fast 
forward to 1976. Clearly, 
leaving aside the rebel-
lions of 1837, the election of 
the Parti Québécois under 
René Lévesque was the be-
ginning of serious attempts 
by Quebec to separate from 
the rest of Canada. Though 

I hate to say it, I must, 
through clenched teeth, 
acknowledge that Pierre 
Trudeau was the only Ca-
nadian leader to under-
stand what could and what 
could not be conceded to 
Quebec in order to (in the 
best meaning of the word) 
appease them.

(It must be remembered 
that the appeasement so bit-
terly attacked by Churchill 
was very different, and he 
consistently over the years 
supported the appease-
ment of legitimate claims.)

Trudeau saw Quebec’s 
claim to French being an 
official language as rea-
sonable, though the policy 
came into being in Lester 
Pearson’s time. He also 
saw the need, as have all 
prime ministers, to bribe 
Quebec with goodies out 
of the national treasury 
for the dual purpose of tak-
ing Quebecers’ minds off 
separation and, of course, 
for the party’s political bet-

terment.
What Trudeau saw as un-

acceptable, even as a debat-
ing tool, were any constitu-
tional concessions. From a 
constitutional perspective, 
to Trudeau, Quebec was 
indeed a province comme 
les autres. At the time of 
Meech Lake in the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s, Trudeau, 
though out of office, 
warned of the dangers of 
conceding special powers 
to Quebec. He was, again, 
outspoken in his condem-
nation of Charlottetown, 
concluding that if we paci-
fied Quebec in that fash-
ion, Canada would end not 
with a bang but a whimper 
(his words).

It was, however, Trudeau 
who provided the catalyst 
to the coming together of 

the new separatism, which 
took form in 1983, when he 
patriated the Constitution 
without getting the approv-
al of the National Assem-
bly in Quebec City. This 
gave René Lévesque a plat-
form to claim that because 
he and the Parti Québécois 
didn’t sign on the Consti-
tution, Quebec had been 
insulted and dealt with 
badly. The Quebec Court of 
Appeal (all francophones) 
unanimously rejected 
Lévesque’s claim. The Su-
preme Court of Canada, 
with three judges from 
Quebec, also unanimously 
dismissed Lévesque’s ar-
gument.

Then came Brian Mul-
roney, who had supported 
the new Constitution as 
it was approved in 1982, 

but suddenly reversed his 
field as he saw a political 
hole in the wall and took 
advantage. Saying that 
when the Tories won and 
he was prime minister 
he would “make Canada 
whole again,” he recruit-
ed French separatists to 
the Tory party. (Some 
Mulroney apologists say 
these people were “sover-
eignists” not “separatists,” 
to which the name Lucien 
Bouchard should be a full 
answer.)

The entire exercise of 
“making Canada whole 
again” was rubbish of 
course, but rubbish was 
Brian Mulroney’s stock in 
trade. Born with glibness 
and political smarts, Mul-
roney was unburdened by 
a political, or any other 
kind of conscience so far as 
I can see.

Now we have a new joker 
in the deck: the move to 
have Quebec seen as a “na-
tion,” which, one would as-

sume, is at least one notch 
up on “distinct society.”

I am sorely troubled, as a 
patriotic Canadian, to see 
this inexorable drift to a 
national split-up. I frankly 
think the break is inevi-
table and I believe that his-
tory and present policies 
confirm that.

I’m even more troubled 
by the fact that no prepara-
tions are in the making for 
a truncated Canada. In the 
words of Gordon Gibson in 
a book he wrote a few years 
ago, what happens if the 
wheels come off?

Canadians have the very 
human frailty of assuming 
that because something 
hasn’t happened so far, it 
never will. I once had a 
mother-in-law who didn’t 
like life insurance because 
it was bad luck. Silly, but 
no more silly than failing 
to plan, because if you do, 
the occurrence you fear 
will for that reason come 
to pass.

To the Editor,
As taxpayers in the 

province of Ontario, we 
pay high taxes so we can 
have better health care, 
safer communities, in-
dustry with good-paying 
jobs, and the like. Then 
along come the grinches 
of government, taking a 
huge 25 per cent raise 
out of our tax money. 
And for what?

They say that com-
pared to other govern-
ments across Canada, 
their pay standards are 
lower.

The Caledonia issue 
isn’t solved – so much 
for safer communities. 
The emergency rooms 
across Ontario are not 
running properly – so 
much for better health 
care. Our industries 
are closing down, cre-
ating unemployment 
– so much for our infra-
structure.

This is happening un-
der the watch of the 
government watch and 
the opposition parties. 
So it would seem that 
we are paying too much 
tax and, instead of us-
ing the money for its in-
tended uses, the trough 
is overflowing and the 

grinches are going to 
help themselves.

Why is there no re-
sponsible ‘outside the 
government office’ set 
up for taxpayers to vote 
for government raises 
and spending controls?

If all employees could 
vote their own raises 
there would be few jobs 
around, as companies 
can’t just add taxes on 
the backs of customers 
and expect them to pay 
it as our government 
does.

The lame excuse that 
other governments 
across Canada are paid 
a little higher does not 
warrant a 25-per-cent 

raise. With the track re-
cord of this government, 
they should be giving 25 
per cent back to the tax-
payers for sloppy, unfin-
ished work. Any other 
parties involved should 
be ashamed to be part of 
this outrageous raise.

As for using your holi-
day time to stay in the 
legislature for a week, 
why don’t you do some 
cleanup work on behalf 
of Ontario’s taxpayers, 
not waste our money on 
useless raises that will 
not improve our chances 
of better government?

Barry Norris 
Don Borghese

Elmira

show that “we” are a “na-
tion” by becoming one. 
Instead, they are left with 
the rather dry and aca-
demic exercise of trying 
to work out the concur-
rent questions of what 
does it mean to be “Que-
becois” and what does it 
mean to be a “nation,” all 
within the context of be-
ing in Canada. Coming up 
with an inspirational and 
motivating raison d’etre 
that will convince a ma-
jority of Quebec residents 
to sanction a move to for-
mal independence from 

Quebecois motion 
disarms sovereigntists

Canada will be, I believe, 
well-nigh impossible. 

The issue of Quebec na-
tionalism has not, and 
will not, go away as a re-
sult of the government’s 
motion. But its highly 
emotive rallying cry has 
been effectively neutered. 
And demographics are not 
trending in the separat-
ists’ favour for any future 
attempts at convincing 
enough Quebec residents 
to endorse their creed. 

We have strong and de-
cisive national leaders to 
thank for defusing what 
had become a truly vola-
tile situation.

Alan Findlay
Elmira

Did the Grinch steal 
Christmas or was it 
our government?Continued from page 7
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New homes, renovations lead building plans New home prices on the riseWoolwich looks at tourism opportunity
Woolwich issued 34 building permits – a construction value of $3 million 

– during October, says a report released this week. The bulk of the proj-
ects were residential (26 permits, $2.3 million in value), including new 
homes and additions. Numbers were down slightly from September.

WITH

www.centre-square.com
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Adult tickets 
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Childrens tickets
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10% OFF

Share The Magic
and support the work of 

Family & Children’s 
Services of the Waterloo Region.  

Purchase a ticket for $15 and give 

a seat to a child or family who 
might otherwise not be able 

to share The Nutcracker 
magic. Ask the box office 

about giving to 
Share The Magic
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OPEN: Mon–Wed 9-6, Thurs–Fri 9-8, Sat 8:30-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs
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Weekly  Specials
SPECIALS IN EFFECT DEC. 18 - DEC. 30

Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades AA, AAA

Eye of Round Roasts
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Bone In Hams
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Optimize your Savings 
Earn a high rate of interest 
and still have access to your 
money when you need it.

MSCU Optimum Savings

Available Now! 

Visit any 
MSCU branch or  
www.mscu.com 

for details 
Some conditions apply.
Rate subject to change.

3.25%
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Woolwich is looking at joining the Grand River Country tourism devel-
opment group, a partnership of several municipalities and the GRCA. For 
$2,500, the township (perhaps in conjunction with St. Jacobs Country) could 
become part of a joint marketing venture promoting the watershed.

New home prices in the Kitchener area rose 0.1% in October, half of the 
national average, Statistics Canada reported this week. For the year, prices 
were up 3.5%, compared to 11.4% Canada-wide. The national figure re-
flects massive jumps in Calgary (53.5%) and Edmonton (41.1%).

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Real or artificial? 
Even that first 
decision in the on-
going Christmas 

tree debate has its subcat-
egories. Long needles or 
short? Pine? Spruce? Bal-
sam? Fir?

For many it’s a dilemma 
that comes down to the con-
test between convenience 
and aesthetic; a battle be-
tween the plastic, scent-
less, convenient tree, and 
its traditional, aromatic 
and more labour-intensive 
counterpart. As far as tree 
farmers and Christmas 
tree purists are concerned, 
natural is the way to go for 
a number of reasons.

“The whole experience of 
it, first of all, coming out 
and picking it out as a fam-
ily. [Then] you get the smell 
of it in the living room. You 
get a different tree every 
year: variety,” said Dave 
King, manager of Benja-
min Tree Farm outside of 
St. Jacobs.

His co-worker Mark Mac-
Donald agrees.

“It’s a lot of fun to come out 
and go looking for one and 
find the tree that’s different 
every year. And the smell, 
too – it’s way better than 
the plastic tree,” he said.

Going au naturel
Christmas tree farmers push for environmental edge

But aside from these nos-
talgic and sentimental 
motivations for buying a 
natural Christmas tree, 
the fastest growing argu-
ment in favour of the tra-
ditional choice is that the 
live tree is actually viewed 
as an active participant in 
the betterment of the en-

vironment. In addition to 
lining growers’ pockets, 
such farms also serve an 
altruistic purpose, say ad-
vocates.

“Even when Christmas 
trees are done for the season 
and people in the K-W area 
put them on the curb, the 
city will recycle them, turn-

ing them into mulch and 
it is very environmentally 
friendly. It’s not like we’re 
clear-cutting or anything 
like that – it’s renewable 
trees. It’s completely envi-
ronmentally friendly what 
we do here,” said King.

Much like other farmed 
products, Christmas trees 

are grown and harvested 
on a rotation basis. With 
eight different sections in 
which trees grow, guarded 
and separated by wind 
breaks, Benjamin’s is al-
ways stocked up with trees 
of different ages. Conse-
quently, the operation is 
always offering up the 

benefits of a natural forest: 
cleaner, purer air. 

According to the Ontario 
Forestry Association, one 
acre of Christmas trees 
provides oxygen for 18 peo-
ple daily. In the process, 
carbon dioxide is taken out 
of the atmosphere, coun-
teracting the greenhouse 
effect. Trees also act as air 
pollution filters and can 
remove up to 13 tons of air-
borne pollutants per acre 
per year. Christmas tree 
farms are also havens for 
a wide variety of bird and 
mammal species.

Benjamin Tree Farm, 
alone, sells up to 4,000 trees 
annually, and keeps anoth-
er 50,000 in stock. 

“This is a renewable farm 
product, this is a renewable 
crop; we’re not taking a 
tree from the forest that has 
then been lost to the envi-
ronment,” said Mary Anne 
Gough, of Christmas Trees 
Ontario, a not-for-profit or-
ganization that provides 
information, marketing 
strategies and support for 
Christmas tree growers 
across the province.

On average, a Christmas 
tree is harvested only af-
ter 10 years of growing. To 
ensure future harvests, 90 
per cent of the farm must 
remain in trees all the 
time.   

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

GOING GREEN In the age of Kyoto, Christmas tree operations such as Benjamin Tree Farm, managed by Dave King, are promoting the 
environmental advantages of a traditional evergreen.
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Snyders visit stop 16 in NashvilleKings take to the ice with friends and fans Seven Elmira All-Star players

The Elmira Sugar Kings are welcoming fans and friends to an afternoon 
of skating following their match against the Cambridge Winter Hawks to-
morrow at 2 p.m. Frisbee, gift bags and a period of Tyke hockey are in store 
during the holiday event.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Ryan Palmer, a 
martial arts stu-
dent of Regional 
T a e k w o n - D o 

in Winterbourne, will 
compete next month 
for a spot on Canada’s 
national team. If he 
makes the final cut, the 
20-year-old Cambridge 
native will travel to Slo-
venia Apr. 24-29 for the 
International Taekwon-
Do Federation’s (ITF) 
World Championship.

If selected, the eager 
and determined pugilist 
will be a happy man.

“It definitely would be 
a high point in my life 
so far. It’s not very often 
somebody gets a chance 
to try out for a team that 
represents your coun-
try; it’s something that 
I would feel pretty good 
about,” Palmer told the 
Observer while getting 
ready to instruct a class 
of youngsters at Region-
al Taekwon-Do, which 
operates from the Foun-
dation Christian School 
gymnasium.  

Palmer was first turned 
on to Taekwon-do by a 
friend who was already 
involved with the sport. 
While he had studied ka-
rate as a child, it’s with 
the more aggressive 
taekwon-do that he fell 

Taekwon-do student eyes 
international tournament

Trains at Winterbourne club, Ryan Palmer competes next month for chance to represent Canada
in love. Interested in be-
coming a police officer 
at some point, Palmer 
saw the martial art as a 
great training and con-
ditioning opportunity. 
Now, in addition to tak-
ing the sport to its high-
est level, Palmer is also 
helping spread the val-
ues and techniques he 
picked up along the way 
to his younger counter-
parts. 

“It’s a definite confi-
dent booster, and I guess 
a lot of parents like to put 
their kids in taekwon-do 
… it’s a military-based, 
structured martial art, 
so there’s a lot of re-
spect, disciple, control,” 
said Palmer, who is also 
an assistant instructor 
at the school.

Taekwon-do is a so-
called hard, or linear, 
martial art from Korea, 
which includes Chinese, 
Japanese, and tradi-
tional Korean fighting 
styles. Loosely trans-
lated it means “the art 
of kicking and punch-
ing” or “the way of the 
hand and foot” and is 
a combination of self 
defence, combat tech-
nique, sport, exercise, 
and philosophy.

If Palmer is chosen to 
fill the ranks of the Ca-
nadian squad, he will 
join five other team 
members with whom he 

will compete both indi-
vidually and as a team. 
Competitive events in-
clude individual spar-
ring as well as group 
bouts where coaches 
pick and choose indi-
vidual competitors to 
match up against their 
opponents. 

According to Palmer’s 
coach, Mark Laronde, 
the 20-year-old first-
degree black belt has a 
good chance of making 
the team.

“He’ll make that level 
easily, because he is a 
gold medal winner as 
it is. All the different 
tournaments he’s been 
to – internationally he’s 
won gold medals, and so 
he’s an extremely good 
fighter and he’s ready 
for this,” said Laronde, 
a third degree black 
belt, an internationally 
certified instructor in 
two ITF organizations, 
and an approved black 
belt examiner.

On Jan. 20, Palmer 
will vie against 20 to 25 
other contestants look-
ing to fill five or possi-
bly six spots. 

“I just got my black belt 
– I’ve been successful 
at a lot of tournaments 
before, but I haven’t ac-
tually competed at the 
black belt level yet, so 
it’s going to be an eye-
opener for me.”

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Cambridge 
Winter Hawks 
showed Elmira 

why they’re the top-
ranked team in the 
Mid-Western Junior 
B league, shutting out 
the Sugar Kings 5-0 
Dec. 10.

After dispatching the 
Listowel Cyclones 5-3 
Friday, the Kings had 
their eyes firmly set on 
first place – as the Sun-
day night showdown 
approached, Elmira 
was just one point back 

Kings still the league’s second best
Showdown for top spot sees Elmira drop 5-0 decision to visiting Cambridge Winter Hawks

of the league-leading 
Winter Hawks. 

The two teams have 
been battling for top 
spot all season, well out 
in front of the pack. But 
the defending Suther-
land Cup holders were 
clearly in charge of this 
most recent match.

“I think [Cambridge] 
had four players out of 
their lineup tonight – in-
jury or suspension – and 
they played with three 
lines the whole night. 
It just shows the depth 
of their team. They’re 
champions,” Elmira 
coach John East told the 

Observer after the game.
East, however, found few 

faults with his players.
The game opened some-

what tentatively, with 
neither side getting on 
the board in the first 
period. Elmira out-shot 
Cambridge marginally, 
13-12, while maintain-
ing solid defensive play. 
But just 20 seconds into 
the middle frame, the 
wheels started to come 
off the cart. Cambridge’s 
Paul Dupont struck on 
a feed from Kyle Helms 
and Jeff Harbach for the 
first goal of the match.

The Kings found their 

legs and aggressively 
worked the puck in Cam-
bridge’s end, out-shoot-
ing their guests 18-12, 
but couldn’t solve net-
minder Louie George. 
The period would end 
with the visitors up 2-0.

Shots careened off the 
post more than once, 
adding to the tension on 
the ice and frustrated 
fans who gripped char-
ity teddy bears, waiting 
to launch them into the 
rink with the Kings’ 
first goal.

“For two periods it was 
a good hockey game, but 
we couldn’t capitalize 

on our chances on the 
power-plays early,” ex-
plained East. “We had 
lots of opportunities. 
Their goaltender played 
really well, but we didn’t 
get enough traffic to the 
net. They scored on the 
power-play and that was 
the difference.”

With the man advan-
tage, the Hawks made it 
2-0 at 14:16 when Cody 
Hall scored, assisted by 
Jordan Bonneville.

Cambridge upped the 
ante in the third, domi-
nating all aspects of the 
play, out-shooting the 
Kings 14-8 and rack-

ing up another three 
goals on backstop Kyle 
Knechtel.

The first of the pe-
riod came at 3:05 – the 
Bonneville-Hall pair 
converted on a power-
play chance to make it 
3-0. Two minutes later 
Jordan Schultz added 
a fourth on a pass from 
Dupont and Cal Myer-
scough.

Clearly discouraged, 
the Kings seemed to 
grip their sticks a little 
too tightly, and to take 
penalties.

Yet another power-
t See KINGS page 15

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

TOP FORM Ryan Palmer, who trains at the Regional Taekwon-Do school in Winterbourne, hopes to earn a 
spot on the national squad competing at the world championships in Slovenia in April.

The 37 Rising Star Tour is in Nashville tonight for the NHL match-up with 
St. Louis. Nashville is stop number 16 on Graham and LuAnn Synder’s tour 
of the NHL cities in an effort to raise funds for the Dan Snyder Memorial 
Foundation. The pair are in Toronto Dec 30. 

The 2007 All-Star players have been chosen for the Mid-Western Junior 
B All-Star match up at the Allman Arena in Stratford Jan. 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
Seven of the Elmira Sugar Kings will play on the mixed Black and White 
teams. The Kings’ John East will coach. 
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VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

519-669-2831

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
HAPPY

HOLIDAYS

DON’T FORGET OUR HOLIDAY HOURS!
CHRISTMAS HOURS

Sales Department: Saturday, December 23 - OPEN 9:00 am - Noon
Monday, December 25/Tuesday, December 26 - CLOSED

Service & Parts Department: Monday, December 25/Tuesday, December 26 - CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S HOURS
Sales Department: Saturday, December 30 - OPEN 9:00 am - Noon

Monday, January 1 - CLOSED
Service & Parts Department: Monday, January 1 - CLOSED

We wish you and your family a

joyous Christmas season and all

the best in the coming year.

Thank you for your patronage

this past year and we look

forward to helping you with your 

automotive needs in the new year.

RACERS
WANTED
All Inclusive 2007
“Arrive and Drive”
Racing Program

Youth, teen, Adult drivers wAnted. CAll now:
519-884-5650 or  www.erbsvillekartway.com

MeMbership 
special 
$9999

bUY ONe,
GeT ONe,
FREE!
Expires Dec. 31, 2006

Waterloo Wellington
LOCAL HEALTH INTEGRATION NETWORK

YOUR FUTURE, 
YOUR LOCAL HEALTH SYSTEM

A health system plan has been developed for Waterloo 
Region, Wellington County and South Grey.  

The Integrated Health Service Plan 2007 - 2010 lays out the 
direction our health system will take in the next three years. 
The plan reflects our communities’ observations, priorities 
and ideas for health system improvements.

The plan maps out how we will ‘Live and Live Well in 
Waterloo Wellington’.

This is your plan, your future!

For a copy of the Integrated Health Service Plan visit 
www.wwlhin.on.ca or contact the Waterloo Wellington 
Local Health Integration Network (WWLHIN) office at 
519-822-6208, ext. 200, or toll-free 1-866-306-5446.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

In ice fishing, it’s best not to know what you’re missing
Now that ice fish-

ing season is just 
around the cor-

ner, my wife has finally 
revealed her true inten-
tions. That’s right, she 
asked if I would like an 
underwater video camera 
for Christmas.

Up until that point, I 
thought she didn’t mind 
me ice fishing. I thought 
that she had no problem 
with her man hanging 
out on the ice flows, brav-
ing chill winds, frigid 
temperatures, frostbite, 
hypothermia, and snow-
mobile suit wedgies every 
time I bend down to adjust 
a line. I actually believed 
she had no problem with 
me flirting with snow 
blindness, thin ice, unin-
tentional piercings, back-
breaking slips, and the 
host of imaginary friends 
a fellow accumulates 
when he fishes outside of 
a shack and alone, as I do.

But no, she wants to ruin 

all that for me. She wants 
to get me a fish camera.

I know. I know. A lot of 
people think that this 
is a nice, expensive gift 
picked out with much 
thought and love. Well, 
the thought part is right. 

She’s thinking she can 
drive me crazy and make 
me quit ice fishing.

Oh, I’ve seen it before. 
Last year I observed four 
guys huddled around the 
small, three-inch black 
and white television 
screen as they watched 
a school of big lake trout 
pretty well have a book 
club meeting right beside 
their bait. Yes, it was ex-
citing at first, but it slowly 
changed into something 
else – something akin to 
Chinese water torture or 
repeats of that Garden 
Weasel infomercial. 

It began with optimism, 
as in, “Yeah, just one 
little drop of water on my 
forehead won’t drive me 

nuts.” But it slowly deteri-
orated to the point where 
the anglers were actually 
yelling at the television 
screen, cursing the fish 
for not being considerate 
enough to take their bait. 

What it did was ruin the 
fantasy. Before the under-
water camera, we were 
all happy thinking that 
we weren’t getting bites 
simply because we had 
chosen a lousy spot and 
there were no fish in the 

immediate area. It was a 
win-win situation.

It was also a nice feel-
ing because we could 
blame the fish for leav-
ing us high and dry for 
some mysterious reason 
related to changes in food 
preference, atmospheric 
temperature, or low IQ.

But then, some malevo-
lent soul decided to invent 
the underwater video 
camera. He had to push 
it.

Suddenly, we’re faced 
with the fact that a big 
fish’s favourite place to be 
is right beside your shiny 
lure or bait. He watches it 
while he eats other things. 
And, if you’ve got a cam-
era, you get to see that. 
You’d think lure compa-
nies would work together 
to make these things il-
legal.

They have caused many 
anglers I know to invent a 
new sport whereby when 
a fish is in the area, teas-
ing them like that, they 
begin to drop heavy rocks 
through the hole, hoping 
to ding it on the head. Of 
course, generally, they 

just hit the camera, and 
ruin it, which just hap-
pens to be another added 
bonus to the activity. But 
the odd time … Oh yes, 
there is satisfaction in 
this.

The worst part of these 
cameras is the fact that 
they show you that the 
fish you are catching are 
puny in comparison to the 
lunkers that are audition-
ing for the lens. I tell you, 
it’s enough to make you 
want to give up fishing.

But I suppose they have 
their uses. If she gets me 
one, I’ll lend it to anyone 
who is trying to move in 
on my best spot.

Is pleased to announce that 
Dr. Chad Chhatwal 

has joined her in practice.
Holiday hours:

Dec. 25, 26, 27 & Jan. 1 CLOSED

Dr. Carole 
Wilkinson
O P T O M E T R I S T

38 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5471
WARMEST SEASONAL GREETINGS.
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YOU TOO CAN HELP
Each year the Regional Municipality of Waterloo ad-
vertises for applications from the public and appoints 
citizens to various Boards, Commissions, Committees and 
other special purpose bodies required for a particular 
year(s) or Council term of office.  These appointments 
give citizens of this Region, from a variety of back-
grounds, an opportunity to volunteer and participate as 
a member of a Board, Commission, Committee or other 
Special Purpose Body.  

Please note the terms of office for all Committees may 
be amended to coincide with the new four year term of 
Council.

Interested citizens and incumbent members are invited to 
apply for appointment to any of the following:

a) AD HOC ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Seven persons required for up to a four-year term ending 
December 31, 2010.  The Ad Hoc Environmental Advisory 
Committee reviews environmental matters referred to it by 
Council of the Region of Waterloo and provides comments 
and advice on those matters.   It would be beneficial for 
community representatives to have skills and demonstrated 
expertise with various environmental issues. 

b) CYCLING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Two persons required for up to a four-year term ending 
December 31, 2010.  The RCAC advises on the Cycling 
Master Plan and Regional Official Policies Plan.  The com-
mittee provides input regarding cycling facility construc-
tion, cycling policies and strategies, and increases public 
awareness and understanding of cycling issues.

c) ECOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

One person required for a one-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2007 and five persons required for up to a 
four-year term ending December 31, 2010.  Persons with 
knowledge, interest, professional and/or technical qualifica-
tions in environmental issues related to such disciplines and 
policy areas as biology, ecology, hydrology, forestry, agricul-
ture, wildlife management and urban/rural planning.

d) HERITAGE PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Three persons required for up to a four-year term ending 
December 31, 2010.  The Heritage Planning Advisory Commit-
tee (HPAC) advises on Regional heritage issues and policies in 
accordance with the Regional Official Policies Plan.  The Com-
mittee also assists the Region in promoting Regional heritage, 
and in increasing public understanding of heritage issues.

e) KISSING BRIDGE TRAILWAY 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Two persons required for up to a four-year term end-
ing December 31, 2010. Persons from the public who 
represent local non-farming landowners and/or the local 
business community from any of the municipalities in 
which the Trailway is located are encouraged to apply.  
The Trailway Advisory Board is an advisory board to the 
County of Wellington and Regional Council.

f) PUBLIC ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

One person required for up to a four-year term ending 
December 31, 2010. Persons with a general knowledge of 
visual art forms who is a citizen of the Region of Waterloo 
and is interested in increasing the profile of public art in 
the community is required.

g) REGIONAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY / RAPID TRANSIT PUBLIC 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Four persons required for up to a four-year term ending 
December 31, 2010.   Two persons from the Public at Large, 
and two persons, one with skills and demonstrated expertise 
in the areas of business and one with skills and demonstrated 
expertise in education. Three persons required for a one-
year term ending December 31, 2007, representing students 
at Conestoga College, the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid 
Laurier University respectively. The role of the RGMS/RT Public 
Advisory Committee is to advise the Region on issues related 
to the implementation of the Regional Growth Management 
Strategy and the Rapid Transit Initiative. With the initiation of 
Phase 2 of the Rapid Transit Environmental Assessment (in-
volving the evaluation and selection of technologies, station 
and route locations), Committee members will provide advice 
on issues related to the assessment of various alternatives, 
public consultation and land use planning initiatives.

h) SPECIALIZED TRANSIT SERVICES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Five persons required for a two-year term ending De-
cember 31, 2008.  The Specialized Transit Services Advisory 
Committee will advise and provide assistance relating to 
the development of Special Transit Services policies and 
service that best meet the needs of the community.

i) WATERLOO REGION HOUSING 
OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The term of office will be up to four years, ending De-
cember 31, 2010 and require the following representation; 
One person residing in the townships of - North Dumfries, 
Wellesley, Wilmot or Woolwich, One person residing in 
the City of Waterloo and One person residing in the 
City of Kitchener.  These appointments will give citizens 
of the Region, who have a variety of backgrounds, an 
opportunity to volunteer and participate as a member of 
the WRHOAC.  

The Advisory Committee provides input and information 
to assist Regional staff on a variety of matters that affect 
Waterloo Region Housing. This Committee will also pro-
vide guidance and assistance on recommendations that 
may originate from tenants, staff, or community members. 
It would be beneficial for community representatives to 
have a demonstrated knowledge in areas such as com-
munity housing programs, property management and 
community development.

Persons interested in serving on the aforementioned Com-
mittees must file an application with the Regional Clerk 
prior to 4:30 p.m. on Friday January 5, 2007.  Application 
forms and Terms of Reference may be obtained from the 
office of the Regional Clerk or obtained by calling 519-
575-4450 or emailing ctheresa@region.waterloo.on.ca.

Advertised vacancies on a particular Committee may 
be filled by incumbents whose terms have expired and 
therefore the number of actual vacancies may differ from 
the number of advertised vacancies.

Kris Fletcher 
Director, Council & Administrative Services/Regional Clerk
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor
Kitchener, Ontario    N2G 4J3

CITIZEN APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES & SPECIAL PURPOSE BODIES

PUBLIC NOTICE

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Last summer’s stel-
lar season may have 
upped the ante for 

a regional synchronized 
swimming club but win-
ning medals is still a day 
at the beach.

After completing the 
2005-06 season with mul-
tiple gold- and silver-med-
al wins, athletes on the 
Waterloo Region Synchro-
nized Swimming Club 
(WRSSC) were forced 
into a higher competitive 
tier. The move didn’t faze 
them at their first meet 
of the year, the 2006 Lisa 

Alexander Figure Meet in 
Etobicoke Dec. 3. 

About 15 clubs from 
across Ontario brought 
some 475 swimmers to 
the pool for gruelling 
competition. The meet 
resulted in 13 trips to the 
podium for the regional 
athletes, including four 
local girls. 

Despite the team’s many 
top showings, advancing 
into a higher competitive 
pool was nerve-wracking 
for the teams.

“We don’t know, going 
in, where they were go-
ing to stand – where their 
skills are in relation to 
the other girls,” Tier 5 

coach Carrey Brooks told 
the Observer. “So, we’ve 
been training really hard 
in hopes that their skills 
will be as strong as last 
year’s in the new level 
– and they have been.”

To prepare, the Tier 5 
team has been practic-
ing since late August for 
a string of competitions 
still to come.

Danny Flores’ 1950s 
saxophone hit “Tequila!” 
sets the Caribbean Vaca-
tion theme for the team’s 
three-and-half-minute wa-
ter ballet performance.

Moving up a level puts the 
swimmers under a more 
powerful microscope, as 

judges look more closely 
at bodies being thrust out 
of the water, walk overs 
and, as always, perfect 
synchronization.

Even with the extra 
scrutiny, the team found 
success.

Wellesley’s Delaney 
Klein placed second in 
her new division (Tier 5, 
14 and over) with a score 
of 60.75. 

One tier down, Maryhi-
ll’s Katharine Hoffman 
also placed second (Tier 
4, 13 and under) with a 
58.3335 score. She placed 
fourth in the Tier 4 over-
all division. 

“Delaney is the hard-

est worker I know,” said 
Brooks. “She puts her 
mind to something and 
she doesn’t stop until she’s 
achieved it. She will be 
chasing down that first-
place finish.

“Katherine’s control has 
improved tremendously 
since the start of the sea-
son,” she added. “She’s re-
ally learned body aware-
ness which has really 
helped her a lot.”

Wellesley’s Rhianon 
Klein grasped fourth 
place (Tier 4, 14 and over). 

“Rhianon has a natural 
ability for synchro,” said 
the coach. “Everything 
comes naturally to her. 

You throw her in, you ask 
her to do something and 
she can do it right away.”

And one of the team’s 
newest additions, Con-
estogo’s Jordan Shantz 
placed fifth her first time 
competing (Tier 1). 

“A fifth-place finish in 
a first-year competitive 
[meet] is a really big deal,” 
said the coach.

The club also won three 
gold, two bronze, three ad-
ditional fourth-place, and 
an additional fifth-place 
finish. 

The WRSSCS next meet 
will be a provincial invi-
tational at its home pool 
in Waterloo Feb 17. 

Synchro swimmers back in top form as new season underway
Local girls continue to win despite being bumped up to more competitive level
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

 COMPILED BY DESIREE FINHERT

WOOlWIch MInOR 
hOckey

MajOR nOvIce a
DEC. 9
• Fergus 5 Woolwich 1
Goals: Liam Dickson.
assists: Tyler Moser.
• Woolwich 4 Acton 0
Goals: Blake Doerbecker, 
Tyson Bender, Dickson, Conner 
Bauman.
assists: Bender, Mason 
Buehler, Tyler Moser, Garrett 
Schultz, Mathieu Fife, Kelby 
Martin, Blake Doerbecker, 
Jayden Hipel.

nOvIce
DEC. 9 
• Woolwich Blue 7 Cambridge 
1 
Goals: Meghan Martin 
(3), Emily Willms (3), Erika 
Morrison.
assists: Kate Martin (2), M. 
Martin, Morrison , Amanda 
Bauman.

MajOR aTOM
DEC. 2
• Woolwich 4 Oakville 4
Goals: Jordan King (2), Alex 
MacLean, Wes Martin.
assists: Ryan Schinker (3), 
Brady Erb, MacLean. 
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 4 Hespeler 1
Goals: Mackenzie Shantz (2), 
Martin, Matt Lair.
assists: Martin (2), Tristen 
White (2), Shantz, Adrian 
Gilles. 
DEC. 6
• Woolwich 4 Guelph 1
Goals: Jordan King, White, 
Shantz, Martin.
assists: Bo Uridil, Brady Erb, 
Martin, White, Ryan Schinker, 
King. 
DEC. 9
• Brampton 3 Woolwich 2   
Goals: Johnny Clifford, Uridil.
DEC. 12
• Woolwich 2 Burlington 1
Goals: Shantz, Clifford.
assists: Martin, Spencer 
Inglis.
 

aTOM
DEC. 6
• Twin Centre Hericanes (2) 1 
Waterloo Ice Ravens (3) 1
Goal: Jessica Reitzel.
assists: Kassidy Tucker, Laura 
Runstedler.
DEC. 10
• Waterloo Ravens Attack (4) 3 
Twin Centre Hericanes (1) 3
Goals: Roslyn Mainland (2), 
Cassidy Pearce.
assists: Pearce, Mainland, 
Carly Bender (3).

aTOM ll 
DEC. 9
• Woolwich (1) 3 Tavistock 
(1) 1
Goals: Adam Brown (2), Luke 
Brown.
assists: Spencer Andersen, 
Nick Berlet.
Woolwich (2) 3 St. George 1
Goals: Jacob Bruder, Cole 

Burkhart, Jeremy Hanley.
assists: Drew Hoffer, Issac 
Fishbein, Eddie Huber, Brendon 
Taylor.
Ayr (3) 6 Woolwich (3) 1 
Goal: Ryan D’Hondt.

aTOM ae
DEC. 8
• Woolwich 2 Hespeler 2
Goals: Tanner Horst, Owen 
Griffiths.
assists: Michael Martin, Nigel 
Baldin.
DEC. 9
• Woolwich 6 Elora 0
Goals: Timmy Shuh, Calvin 
Cressman, Austin Horst, Bobby 
Sutherland.
assists: Nigel Baldin, Jasper 
Bender, Shuh, Griffiths, Bradley 
Mathieson, Colin Hartwick.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich 6 Dundas 0
Goals: Baldin, Sutherland, 
Horst, Mathieson, Alex White, 
Hartwick.
assists: Cody Petrosino, 
Cressman, White, Mathieson, 
Sutherland, Griffiths.

MInOR aTOM a
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 2 Burlington 2
Goals: Harrison Clifford, 
Matthew Leger.
assists: Claire Hanley (2), 
Cole Lenears, Nathan Schlupp.
DEC. 2
• Woolwich 4 Brampton 2
Goals: Grant Kernick, Hanley, 
Leger, Clifford. 
assists: Alex Uttley, Clifford, 
Lenaers.
DEC. 3
• Oakville 6 Woolwich 1
Goal: Evan Martin
assists: Bailey Nickel, 
Schlupp.
DEC. 5
• Woolwich 4 Guelph 2
Goals: Clifford (2), Uttley, 
Bailey Nickel.
assist: Jason Gamble.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich 5 Bramption 1
Goals: Clifford (3), Leger (2).
assists: Kernick (3), Cole 
Conlin, Uttley.

MajOR PeeWee a
DEC. 8
• Woolwich 6 Leaside 1
Goals: Jake Mitchell (2), 
Ryan Ament (2), Shane Young, 
Aaron Burkhart.
assists: Justin Schlupp (2), 
Justin Neeb (2), Ament, Clinton 
Dechert.
DEC. 9
• Oshawa 4 Woolwich 0
Markham 4 Woolwich 1
Goal: Brayden Stevens. 
assist: Ament.

PeeWee 
WOOlWIch WIld 

TOuRnaMenT 
DEC. 1 
• Tavistock 3 Woolwich 1 
Goals: Courtney Horst
• Norfolk 4 Woolwich 0
Woolwich 3 - 1
Goals: Becca Wade, Nicole 

Lyons, Madison Jansen.
assists: Emma Norcott (2), 
Wade, Amy Calenda and Horst. 

PeeWee ll
DEC. 8
• Woolwich (2) 3 St. George 3
Goals: Cole Martin, Conor 
Jansen, Kayla Wilging.
assists: Jansen, Wilging, Ben 
Meyer.
Normanby Tournament
DEC. 9
• Woolwich (2) 4 Norwich 2
Goal: Wilging (3), Jansen. 
assists: Meyer, Martin, Brock 
MacDonald.
Woolwich (2) 2 Ayr 1
Goals: Sam Maier, Meyer. 
assist: Wilging.

chaMPIOnshIP
• Woolwich (2) 5 Ayr 1
Goal: Martin, Jansen (2), 
Wilging (2).
assists: MacDonald, Meyer, 
Maier.
• Twin Centre Hericanes 7 
Waterloo Ravens (3) 1
Goals: Nikki Aitcheson-
Huehn, Amanda Hemmerich, 
Taylor Holst, Natasha Jantzi 
(2), Jayme Marshall (2).
assists: Shailyn Wells, Kara 
Lumgair, Darci Jones, Jantzi (2). 
DEC. 11
• Kitchener Warriors 7 Twin 
Centre Hericanes 2
Goals: Aitcheson-Huehn, 
Marshall.
assists: Lisa Steckley, Ali 
Hergott, Malina Davidson, 
Jessica Dunbar.

MInOR PeeWee a
DEC. 8
• Woolwich 8 Brampton 1 
Goals: Mitch Kernick, Kyle 
Bauman, Mackenzie Martin 
(3), Eric VanGerwen, Matthew 
Townsend, Adam Brubacher.
assists: Matthew Schieck 
(5), Jake Moggy, Kaitlin 
Doering, Eric Hanley, Kernick, 
Brubacher (2), Chad Bauman 
(2), McKinley Ceaser, K. 
Bauman.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich 4 Brampton 1
Goals: Martin, Ceaser, 
Schieck, K. Bauman.
assists: Schieck, Townsend, 
VanGerwen.

PeeWee ae
NOV. 20
• Woolwich 2 Erin 1
Goals: Blake Cabeldu, 
Mathew Halter.
assists: Stephen Kardasz, 
Jaeden Shoemaker, Kadison 
Hipel.
DEC. 1
• Saugeen Shores 2 Woolwich 
1 
Goal: Joshua Simpson. 
assists: Tyler Martin, Tyler 
Fulcher.
• Woolwich 4 Erin 0
Goals: Kardasz, JP Reitzel, 
William Frank, Hipel. 
assists: Hipel (2), Blake 
Cabeldu, Stephen Kardasz.
DEC. 3
• St. Mary’s 2 Woolwich 0 

PeeWee B
DEC. 9
• Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 3 
West Seneca 0
Goals: Ashley Beacom (2), 
Mackenzie Van Bargen.
assists: Taylor Caldwell, 
Hannah Snider. 
DEC. 10
• Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 1 
West Seneca 0
Goal: Ashley Beacom.
assist: Jenna Bott.
shutout: Lindsay Dietrich.

PeeWee ll
DEC. 9
• Woolwich (1) 6 Beverly 0
Goals: Dan Faries, Jeff Martin, 
Josh Simpson (2), Alex Martin, 
Grady Keen. 
assists: Tim Baker, Brayden 
Frey (2), Martin, Simpson, 
Lucas Bauman (2), Keen.
• Woolwich (3) 6 Ayr (2) 3
Goals: AJ Priester (2), Jordan 
Moore, Dalton Wojcik, Evan 
Yantha, Matt Schwindt.
assists: Moore.

MajOR BanTaM a
DEC. 1 
• Woolwich 3 Brampton 3
Goals: RJ Good, Devon 
Wagner, Luke Baleshta.
assists: Andrew Moore, 
Baleshta (3).
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 1 Oakville 1
Goal: Kyle Hanley.
assists: Matt Dumart, 
Baleshta.
DEC. 9
• Dundas 2 Woolwich 1
Goal: Dumart.
assists: Kyle Uttley, Nolan 
Beatty.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich 2 Hespeler 0
Goals: Moore, Josh Wade.
assists: Kyle Hanley.
DEC. 13
• Woolwich 5 Burlington 2
Goals: Baleshta (4), Wagner.
assists: RJ Good (2), Wade 
(2), Hanley, Jake Radcliffe, 
Andrew Moser.

BanTaM ae
DEC. 8 
• Woolwich 4 Flamborough 0
Goals: Tyler Schwartzentruber 
(3), Brent Kron. 
assists: Kron (3), Scott Young 
(2), Ben Zaniewski (2).
DEC. 10
• Dundas 4 Woolwich 3
Goals: Brandon Brubacher, 
Graham Colby, Kron.
assists: Kron, 
Schwartzentruber, Brubacher, 
Zaniewski.
DEC. 12
• Woolwich 6 Hespeler 1 
Goals: Devin Church (2), 
Jordan Mills (2), Brubacher, 
Schwartzentruber.
assists: Kron, Church (2), 
Christian Calenda (2), Brandon 
Lamers, Schwartzentruber, 
Mills. 

BanTaM ll
DEC. 1

• Twin Centre Hericanes 2 
Cambridge White 0
Goals: Janessa Heywood, 
Sarah Jantzi.
assist: Samantha Dost.
shutout: Danielle Thomas.
DEC. 2
• Twin Centre Hericanes 3 
Kitchener Mustangs 0
Goals: Rebecca Cornwall (2), 
Hilary Neeb.
assists: Jantzi.
shutout: Thomas.
DEC. 6
• Waterloo Ravens (1) 2 Twin 
Centre Hericanes 1
Goal: Jantzi.
assist: Rebecca Cornwall.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich (3) 4 Woolwich 
(2) 3
Woolwich 3 goals: Caleb 
Bauman (2), Mitch Robinson, 
Eric Schuurmans. 
assists: Myles Bartholomew 
(2), Lance Brunkard (2), Oliver 
Beatty (2), Travis Brunkard, 
Jeremy Martin.
Woolwich 2 goals: David 
Day, Justin Van Elswyk, Luke 
Frey.
assists: Day, Frey, Chris 
Moore, Scott Shea, Rob 
Soehner. 
DEC. 11
• Woolwich Wild 1 Waterloo 
(1) 0
Goal: Carly Ellis.
assists: Tabitha Walker.

MInOR MIdGeT a
DEC. 2 
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Damien Parent, 
Michael Dunn, Kevin Young. 
assists: Jarred Parent (2), 
Mark Morlock, Kellen Bolger.
DEC. 6
• Woolwich 3 Milton 2
Goals: Young (2), Brian Kron.
assists: J. Parent, Caleb 
Redakop, Matthew Shantz.
DEC. 9
• Woolwich 3 Georgetown 1
Goals: J. Parent (2), D. Parent. 
assists: Mitchell Gelfand 
(2), D. Parent, Young, J. Parent, 
Shane McTavish.
• Woolwich 2 Hespeler 1
Goals: Rob Hinschberger, 
Kevin Howorth.
assists: Howorth, Caleb 
Redekop, Hinschberger, Nick 
Roth.
DEC. 10
• Woolwich 3 Fergus 1
Goals: Young (3).
assists: J. Parent (3), D. 
Parent, Mike Moggy, Kellen 
Bolger.
DEC. 12
• Owen Sound 6 Woolwich 1
Goals: Steve Clement.
assists: Luke Shantz, Ben 
Ahier.

MIdGeT ae
DEC. 10
• Ancaster 5 Woolwich 1      

Goals: Blake Boucher.
assists: Tyler Morris, Dave 
Trimble. 
DEC. 12
• Woolwich 2 Flamborough 0
Goals: Corey Martin, Tyler 
Morris.
assists: Dan Huber, Jay 
Asmussen.

MIdGeT c
DEC. 5
• Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 9 
Milverton 0
Goals: Contessa Brenner, 
Emma Greer (3), Sarah 
Miltenburg, Kendra Schnurr 
(3), Hailey Thorne.
assists: Rachel Ferrede, 
Courtney Bisch, Melanie 
Freeman (2), Kaitlyn Jantzi (2), 
Melissa Kaleta, Miltenburg, 
Brittany Straus, Thorne (3). 
shutout: Karen Eby. 
DEC. 9
• Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 4 
Ingersol 0
Goals: Steph Baril, Freeman 
(2), Schnurr.
assists: Baril (2), Freeman, 
Miltenburg, Kirstie Taves.
shutout: Eby.
DEC. 11
• Twin Centre Rep Hericanes 2 
Haldimand 0
Goals: Greer, Stacey Frey.
assists: Baril, Jantzi, 
Miltenburg. 
shutout: Eby. 

MIdGeT ll
DEC. 10
• Twin Centre Hericanes 4 
Waterloo Ravens (2) 2
Goals: Sharlyn Denstedt, Beth 
Brubacher (2), Holly Ogram.
assists: Stacey Frey, Toni 
DiBenedetto, Kaytlin Uberig 
(2).

WOOlWIch MInOR 
RInGeTTe

Belle
DEC. 6
• Woolwich (2) 7 Guelph 4
Goals: Stephanie Thomas (2), 
Gillian Primeau (2), Shawna 
Leighton, Jenna Petker, Megan 
Lee.
assists: Megan Lee (3), 
Primeau (2), Thomas (2), 
Michelle Lee, Jillian Pasher, 
Shawna Leighton.
DEC. 13 
• Woolwich 3 Guelph 3
Goals: Kristen Kent, Vicki 
Wannamaker, Jill Wannamaker.
assists: V. Wannamaker, 
Caroline Strenzke, Jess 
Conlon.

junIOR
DEC. 9
• Wellington North 3 
Woolwich 1
Goal: Kelly Barnes.
assists: Amanda Poole. 

97 Earl Martin Dr.,Unit #2, Elmira

519.669.2227
www.woolwichgymnastics.com

Last Call for 
New Year’s Camp
January 2-5, 2007

12 Week Winter Session

Ages 3 and Up
1/2 Day — 8am-12 or 1-5pm - $85/week
Full Day — 8am-5pm - $140/week

Programs for those 
12 months and up
Call the gym to register

January 8 to April 7, 2007

We have a Party 
Room for Birthdays!
Call the gym for our Birthday

packages & room rental.
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Denied a victory after 
a night of hard work 
Dec. 8, the Wellesley 

Applejacks’ persistence 
paid off the following night 
in an 8-3 win over the Ayr 
Centennials. Saturday’s re-
sult was a vindication for a 
squad that out-hustled the 
Port Dover Sailors, only to 
fall 3-1.

“We played well enough 
on Friday to beat Port Do-
ver,” said coach Chip Seil-
ing. “Although we lost, we 
out-shot them 50 to 21. We 
just had trouble around the 
net. The guys were driving 
hard – it was just one of 
those nights.”

Following some bad luck 
Dec. 8, the Jacks were not 
in top form early Saturday 
evening, but still managed 
to put one in the win col-
umn. 

“I just wasn’t happy about 
how we played in the first 
period,” said Seiling, fol-
lowing the game against 
the Centennials. “We let 
Ayr stick around and 
they kept it close until the 
third. I was happy with 
how things came out in the 
third.” 

The opening frame was 
marked by seesaw action, 
with the Jacks out-shoot-
ing Ayr 17-8.

Wellesley got things roll-
ing at 7:54 when Eric Ben-
esch converted on a feed 
from Blake Martin and Pat 
Doyle.

The Centennials got on 

Jacks’ hit-and-miss weekend
Wellesley loses 3-1 to Port Dover, wins 8-3 over Ayr

the board at 9:44 when 
Floyd Amos found the back 
of the net, assisted by Rob 
Brooks and Brent Owens. 
Less than five minutes lat-
er, Corey Vranken made it 
2-1 for the visitors.

The cider boys evened 
it up at 16:55, with Doyle 
picking up the goal on a 
pass from Benesch and 
Martin.

When the buzzer went, 
the score was deadlocked 
at 2-2.

Ayr went ahead for the 
last time early in the mid-
dle frame on a shorthand-
ed goal by Rence Brooks 
at 1:27. Wellesley, however, 
answered with three of 
their own.

Tanner MacIntosh tied 
it up at 9:21 (Owen Engel, 
Scott Hustwitt), followed 
by Doyle and crew at 13:57 
(Benesch, Martin). Final-
ly, Wes Hauck, assisted by 
Engel, ran the score to 5-3 
with less than a minute to 
play in the second. 

The final stanza also be-
longed to the Jacks, who 
buried the bun three more 
times and out-shot the 
visitors 13-7 (52-23 on the 
night).

At 12:29, Brett VanGer-
wen and Scott Hanley set 
up Engel. Seconds later, 
Hauck notched another at 
12:43 (Matt Snyder, Mike 
Fisher).

Finally Doyle earned a 
hat trick on a feed from 
Benesch and Martin at 
11:42 for an 8-3 final.

While the goals seemed 
to flow Dec. 9, that wasn’t 

the case 24 hours earlier 
against the Port Dover Sail-
ors’ new netminder, Tim 
Donaldson, who missed 
only one of Wellesley’s 50 
shots. 

“We outplayed them,” said 
Seiling. “We just couldn’t 
seem to hit the back of the 
net with the puck. It was 
the only area we struggled 
in. We had more puck con-
trol, we just couldn’t put it 
in the net. Their goalten-
der, it was the first Junior 
D game that he’d played for 
them. I guess if there was a 
difference in their game, it 
was their goalie.”

In the first frame, 
Wellesley doubled their 
guest’s shots 18-9, but 
couldn’t break through 
Donaldson.

Their own end was not so 
strong.

Port Dover opened the 
scoring at 7:54 of the first 
when Evan Hesketh con-
verted a pass from Kris 
Michailow. The Sailors 
went on to score one goal 
each frame.

Wellesley spoiled Donald-
son’s shutout bid at 3:40 of 
the third when Martin got 
one unassisted on the pow-
er-play.

“We just couldn’t buy a 
bounce. The guys were re-
ally disappointed,” said 
Seiling. 

The Jacks travelled to 
Ayr for a rematch against 
the Centennials Friday 
night before heading to 
Hagersville to meet the 
Hawks tonight (Saturday) 
at 7:30 p.m.

DESIREE FINHERT

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Organizers are hop-
ing a marathon 
dart tournament 

will score a bull’s-eye 
for charity when enthu-
siasts converge on the 
Elmira Legion Feb. 3. 

For 24 hours – from 7 
a.m. until 7 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning – play-
ers of all skill levels 
will be tossing darts 
to raise money for the 
Children’s Wish Foun-
dation. Taking part in 
games such as cricket, 
301 and dart golf, those 
entered in the event will 
also have their eyes on 
prizes for themselves.

The goal is to have 
games played non-stop 
around the clock.

“You don’t have to throw 
for the whole 24 hours 
– that would actually be 
really hard,” explained 
organizer Mary Jane 
Braid.

Throwing darts 
‘round the clock

Elmira Legion plans fundraising 
tournament that will run for 24 hours

That said, the more 
games a player takes part 
in, the more chance he or 
she has to win prizes.  

“We’re hoping to have 
a corporate challenge 
for the companies that 
have night shifts be-
cause we figure those 
are the guys who will be 
up all night,” said Braid, 
who expects to see some 
talented throwers get 
involved.

“Elmira does have 
some very good dart 
players,” she said, not-
ing that in addition to 
consolidating corporate 
prizes, the people be-
hind the darts are ac-
tively seeking celebrity 
appearances to boost up 
the event.

Open to everybody and 
anybody with a pen-
chant for darts, the 24-
hour event might even 
help some people polish 
up their rusty skills.

“This year we’re play-
ing an awful lot of darts 

– not getting any better. 
… I’ve been playing for 
about five or six years 
and I just can’t get bet-
ter,” Braid quipped.

Contestants may 
choose to play any or 
all of the matches dur-
ing the 24-hour period. 
Adults need $50 in spon-
sorship in order to play, 
while children require 
$25. Sponsor sheets and 
full payment must be 
turned in on arrival.

Tax receipts are avail-
able for donations of $20 
or more.

Food and beverages 
will be on sale through-
out the marathon ses-
sion, and the Legion 
will offer its Hungry 
Man’s Breakfast follow-
ing the tournament. 
One dollar from each 
breakfast served will go 
toward the Children’s 
Wish Foundation.

For more information, 
call Gord or Mary Jane 
Braid at 669-5875.

PLUSh-ED WITh SUccESS

BeaR In The laIR 
The ice at the Elmira 
Arena was showered 
with 297 plush 
animals when fans 
threw their donations 
over the boards during 
the Elmira Sugar 
King’s annual Teddy 
Bear Toss Dec. 10. 
Malorie Good (from 
left), Karen Good 
and Donna Martin 
patiently waited for 
the Kings’ first goal to 
throw their offerings. 
The toys are for WCS 
Christmas hamper 
program.

PHOTOS BY DESIREE FINHERT

RacInG FOR IT Wellesley’s Scott Hustwitt (left) and Scott Hanley break for the puck in a 3-1 loss to the 
Port Dover Sailors in Wellesley Dec. 8.
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play paved the way for 
the Hawks’ fifth goal 
– their fourth with the 
man advantage. At 10:25 
Bonneville scored with 
the aid of Kyle Helms. 

Special teams proved 
to be pivotal: Cambridge 
was four for 10 on the 
power-play, while the 
Kings came up empty 
(0-12).

The Kings seemed un-
able to even buy some 
luck. When the puck fi-
nally crossed the Cam-
bridge goal line in the 
dying seconds, the play 
was waved off.

“John Lunney said he 
swatted at the puck, it hit 
their defenceman then hit 
their goalie and bounced 
in the net,” said East. 
“The referee said he bat-

Kings looking for rematch with Winter Hawks
ted it in – that’s why they 
didn’t allow it.”

Goal or no, fans took 
the puck in the net as 
their signal to toss a 
storm of plush animals 
onto the ice. Action was 
paused while stick boys 
rounded up the dona-
tions.

When the buzzer went 
some six seconds later, 
the game went into the 
books as a 5-0 win for 
the Winter Hawks.

With Elmira in Water-
loo and Cambridge in 
Stratford Friday night, 
the Kings and Winter 
Hawks may find them-
selves in another battle 
for top spot when they 
meet again in Elmira to-
morrow afternoon (Sun-
day). The puck drops at 
2 p.m.

PHOTOS BY DESIREE FINHERT

Continued from page 10

Truffles • Cakes • Cookies
Dessert Platters • Yule Logs
Gift Baskets & Other Gifts

www.cjscakes.ca

1884 Sawmill Road, Conestogo

519.664.0211
jenjantzi@cjscakes.ca

Open Dec. 15th through Dec. 23rd 
for your shopping pleasure.

Bakery will be open Dec. 16 & Dec. 22-23

Open Dec. 15th through Dec. 23rd 
for your shopping pleasure.

Bakery will be open Dec. 16 & Dec. 22-23

1884 Sawmill Road, Conestogo

519.664.0211
jenjantzi@cjscakes.ca

Call the Store to
Place Custom Orders!

nO Way OuT Above: Sugar King John Lunney gets sandwiched en route to the Cambridge Winter Hawks’ net, indicative of a rough outing that 
saw Elmira drop a 5-0 decision Dec. 10. Left: The Kings threw plenty of rubber at Cambridge netminder Louie George, but to no avail, as Erik Vos  
and his teammates discovered all night.
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519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRA

As our clients 
vary, so do 

their results.

www.herbalmagic.ca

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 6:00pm;  Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Michael lost 
74 pounds 

and
72 inches!

LET US BE YOUR RESOLUTION
JOIN NOW... START IN JANUARY

“In March 2006 I went into Herbal Magic to get healthier 
and I have never turned back. Even though I am only 
half way through my program I wanted to let everyone 

know how I am doing so far. The staff is a 
great support, they are not only helping 

me lose the weight, they have taught 
me a healthier eating lifestyle. I have 
more energy, more self-confidence, 
less aches and pains and I like the 
compliments when others notice the 
weight loss. It has been a challenge, 
but I am succeeding and it’s great!! 
Watch for an update on my progress 
in the new year.“

FlyInG hIGh Left: Junior Lancer Craig Wood soars into a lay-up shot 
during a 58-52 loss to the Huron Heights Huskies at Elmira District 
Secondary School Dec. 12. Below: Junior Lancer Eric Alderice takes aim 
at the basket.

EDSS’ jUNIOR LANcERS 
TAKE IT TO ThE NET

PHOTOS BY DESIREE FINHERT
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Give the gift that soars above the rest: 
half an hour at the controls of a brand new 

aircraft with a qualified flight instructor.

(Incl. GST)

www.nationalflyers.on.ca

NatioNal Flyers academy

Phone: 519-648-3797

Region of Waterloo 
International Airport

Sight
Seeing
Flights

Great gift idea 
for the ‘hard to 
buy for’ person!

Introductory
Flights or

Sight-Seeing
Tours!

Located at the Region of Waterloo Airport

TO BOOK YOUR FLIGHT CALL:

1.877.648.3732
www.greatlakeshelicopter.ca

Sight
Seeing
Flights

Gift
Certificates
starting at

$150.00

Christmas
Gift Ideas!

AND ELDALE DINING LOUNGE

Phone 519-669-1652 www.elmiragolfclub.com

2007 GOLF MEMBERSHIPS
CALL FOR DETAILS

GOLF SHOP OPENGOLF SHOP OPEN

• Gift Cards Available
• Green Fee Packages
• Great Golf Gift Ideas

• Gift Cards Available
• Green Fee Packages
• Great Golf Gift Ideas

Wed.-Fri. 10-6, Sat.-Sun. 9-4 (Until Dec. 23)

This Cub Packs  
A Big Bite.

With six models to choose from, you can count on your Cub Cadet
Dealer to help you select the right one for you! We guarantee;

Professional advice.   Expert product knowledge.
A fully-assembled, fully-serviced and ready-to-go Snow Blower.

...Cub Cadet will chew up and
spit out whatever winter brings.

MARTIN ’S  SMALL  ENGINES LTD.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-2; Closed Sun.519-669-2884

00%
Financing
o.a.c. 12 months
(See dealer for details)

LAST MINUTE 
GIFT IDEAS

LAST MINUTE 
GIFT IDEAS
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THE ARTS

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Long before Jag-
ger and Richards 
told us we can’t 
always get what 

we want there were sto-
ries that warned about 
wanting what we can-
not have, especially if 
it means ignoring what 
we’ve already got. Such 
is the moral behind 
Mother Goose, a tradi-
tional English panto-
mime that goes hand-in-
hand with the holiday 
season.

Based on the ancient 
fable about the goose 
that lays the golden egg, 
Mother Goose teach-
es us that beauty and 
wealth cannot bring you 
happiness. The Theatre 
Athena presentation 
now playing at the Wa-
terloo Entertainment 
Centre puts a contempo-
rary twist on the classic 
tale.

Mother Goose is to be 
thrown off her land be-
cause she cannot pay 
the squire his rent. 
Along comes Priscilla 
the goose. Mother Goose 
loves her as a friend 
and doesn’t know the 
good fairy has sent her 
to help: Priscilla lays 
golden eggs, and Mother 
Goose becomes rich. En-
ter the demon king, who 
enters into a bet with 
the fairy, claiming no 
one is happy with what 
they have: they want 
more. The fairy begs 
to differ, citing Mother 
Goose as an example of 
goodness.

The demon tempts 
Mother Goose with the 

Serving up the Christmas Goose
Theatre Athena presents a new twist on the traditional holiday pantomime Mother Goose

one thing she doesn’t 
have: youth and beau-
ty. He persuades her to 
give him Priscilla in ex-
change for a visit to the 
“Pool of Beauty.” She 
gives him Priscilla, and 
enters the pool, emerg-
ing as (she thinks) a 
beautiful woman.

Being a traditional fai-

rytale, eventually Moth-
er Goose learns a lesson 
or two – and they all live 
happily ever after.

In this latest, all-new 
adaptation, director 
David Connolly has all 
the elements of a clas-
sic pantomime – song, 
dance, buffoonery and 
audience participation 

– mixed with plenty of 
contemporary referenc-
es. While in traditional 
style Mother Goose is 
a dame, a man dressed 
as a woman, the demon 
is clothed in a red zoot 
suit, for instance. The 
music is an eclectic 
mix, from rock to musi-
cal theatre standards.

The goal was to cre-
ate a fast-paced show 
packed with activity, 
offering up something 
for all ages. The audi-
ence feedback of panto-
mime – booing the vil-
lains, clapping for the 
good guys – appeals to 
children; the slapstick 
humour and double-en-

tendres are directed at 
the adults.

“It’s the energy of chil-
dren without being a 
kids’ show,” said Con-
nolly. “To keep every-
one on the edge of their 
seats, there has to be a 
lot of surprises.”

From his experience 
with the children’s per-
formers The Doodle-
bops, he knows about 
pacing to keep children 
attentive and how to of-
fer up bits that go over 
the children’s heads to 
entertain the adults in 
the audience.

To that end, the de-
signers were conscious 
about what the set and 
costumes look like – for 
the video generation: 
“It all kind of looks like 
candy.

“You’re not going to get 
bored because there’s so 
much to see.”

Because of the format, 
Mother Goose also feels 
like a variety show of 
sorts – audience input can 
help drive part of each 
night’s entertainment.

“Every show is basi-
cally an improv – that 
makes it a different per-
formance every night,” 
he explained.

The Theatre Athena 
presentation of Mother 
Goose runs at the Wa-
terloo Entertainment 
Centre until Jan. 6. 
Show times vary, with 
matinee and evening 
performances. Tickets 
are $43-$64, available in 
person at the box office 
at 24 King St. N. in Wa-
terloo, by telephone at 
519-883-0300 or online 
at www.waterlooenter-
tainmentcentre.com.

California’s Edwin Outwater will be the man fronting the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Symphony: the 35-year-old conductor was named the symphony’s 
new music director this week. The San Franciscan plans to play for a 
younger demographic.

The CBC’s dramatic reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol will be 
presented Dec. 18 at Waterloo Entertainment Centre. All proceeds benefit 
the Region of Waterloo Food Bank, in true Dickensian fashion. Show time 
is 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15. Call 519-883-0300.

Also on Monday night, the Centre in the Square offers up its own mix of 
CBC and the holiday spirit, courtesy of Stuart McLean’s Vinyl Cafe Christ-
mas show. McLean’s annual pilgrimage brings the popular radio show to 
a live audience. Show time is 7:30. Call 519-578-1570.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR Cara Leslie is The Fairy, Ari Weinberg is Mother Goose and Randolph J. Johnston is The Demon in the Theatre 
Athena production of Mother Goose, on stage at the Waterloo Entertainment Centre until Jan. 6.

We’ll be back in your mailbox January 6, 2007.
Have a fantastic holiday and all the best in the New Year!

The Observer office will 
be closed from Friday 

December 22 at noon and 
will reopen in the New Year,

Tuesday January 2.

18    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • THE ARTS • DECEMBER 16, 2006

KWS conducts itself afresh Dickens to be given voice at WEC event Vinyl Cafe on the road to CITS



CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  519-669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$12.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word
Extra Words (Business ).........30¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

519-669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone 519-669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax 519-669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 519-669-5790 

EXT 104 FOR QUOTE 

ON ALL DISPLAY 

ADVERTISING.

DECEMBER 16, 2006 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 19    

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

1787 Greenhouse Road, Just Off Kitchener 
Guelph #7 Hwy. 1 Mile East of Breslau 

Visit us at www.grobenursery.com 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK! 

Nursery Quality at Supermarket Prices! 

• FRASER FIR 
• BALSAM FIR 
• SCOTCH PINE 
• WHITE PINE 

Over 1,000
Beautiful Trees 

INDOORS

Poinsettias 

All Indoors! Over 15,000 sq. ft. 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
COUNTRY 

Fresh Cut 
TREES 9 99 

FROM ONLY 

3 88
Trees from 
3 ft to 11 ft 

• Plants in 7 colours 
• 4 1/2", 6", 8" & 10" pots FROM

CHRISTMAS
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise where more people read, in Woolwich Observer. PLUS, 
get the bonus of having your ad appear on our website, as well.

O B T A I N G E T P H A L L I
P R E S T O R N A N E O N
P E E A T E D U C A T I O N S
O W N L E V A T O G O G O
S T B I L I S I M A R S H A L
E S E C E D E S M I O C E N E

I N S T E P P I N N A
S P E D O R C H E S T R A T E
I T S A M O A R T O B I N
B A T T L E R O Y A L E L S E

R I D O F S A V A G E
F L O O D E D M A N I L A S E
A I R W A V E A L C A L D E D
I N D A N G V E T S A T E
R E S P E C T I V E I T M U M
E A T S S I R C A B A N A
D R Y I C E T A B A R E N A S

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP

online 
in an interactive 

format at 
www.woolwichobserver.com

RENTALS

Experience Christmas Gift Shopping in the Country! 
Fresh Cut or U Cut Trees, Wreaths, Hanging Baskets.

BENJAMIN TREE FARM
AND GIFT SHOP

BENJAMIN TREE FARM AND GIFT SHOP
4 km from Weber St. N., on Benjamin Rd., WATERLOO

OPEN DAILY 9-8       519-699-5000

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

CHRISTMAS 
TREES

M&G MILLWRIGHTS LIMITED
P.O. Box 247
Elmira, ON   N3B 2Z6
Attention: Human Resources
or Fax: 519-669-1450
or Email: bob@mgmill.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
M & G Millwrights has designed, manufactured and installed custom process 
& material handling equipment for the food, animal feed, aggregate and 
automotive industries since 1967.

Dedicated to providing exceptional service and support to our employees 
and clients; we are currently seeking the following dynamic individuals to join 
our growing team.

PLASMA & TORCH CUTTING OPERATOR
Requirements:
  • Ability to read blueprints
  • All aspects of plasma cutting
  • All aspects of flame cutting
  • Knowledge of all types of steel
  • Knowledge of material usage with minimal drop-off
  • General knowledge of all shop equipment
  • All aspects of material handling including forklift and crane operation
  • Fitting and welding abilities would be an asset
  • Computer knowledge

We offer:
  • Competitive wages
  • Company paid benefits
  • Wide variety of custom work

Apply in person between 8:30 - 4:00 at:

We thank all applicants for their interest, but only those considered will be contacted.

MANAGEMENT
OPPORTUNITY

New Orleans Pizza has an opening for a Manager 
at it’s ELMIRA location. Must be mature, well or-
ganized and possess good communication skills. 
Experience preferred but willing to train. Applicants 
must be available to work days, evenings, and 
weekends. Duties include daily operations, product 
preparation, inventory controls, paperwork, sched-
uling and overseeing staff. Wages commensurate 
with experience. To apply,
By Fax: Human Resources, 519-273-3824
By Mail: New Orleans Pizza Canada Inc.

150 Huron St., Stratford, Ontario N5A 5S9
Online: www.neworleanspizza.ca

HELP WANTED

Home Safety Detectives to 
educate, inspect and install 
security and fire warning 
systems in homes. Custom-
er service/sales  experience 
helpful. Will  train. Please 
send resume to  info@se-
curesense.ca

Homeworkers Needed!! To 
assemble products, stuffing 
envelopes,  mailing/pro-
cessing circulars, PC/Cleri-
cal work  available. Up to  
$1,500/week, no experience 
needed! Free information at  
www.CanadianWorkFromHome.
com, reference 3-124.

Part Time help beginning 
Jan. 2/07 - our  broiler hatch-
ing egg  operation has a po-
sition for a mature,  healthy 
individual seeking agricul-
ture employment (process-
ing eggs  and cleaning du-
ties).  Hours Mon. - Fri. 8 
a.m.  - 12 (noon). Please 
fax  resume with references  
to 519-638-7744.

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Ladies willing 
to clean your  house. Please 
call  519-846-5277 or  519-
669-4084.

FOR SALE

1984 Yamaha Bravo  250. 
New track. Excellent kids 
machine.  $1200. Call  519-
698-2187.

963 Bobcat Skidsteer.  
3200 hours, cab, forks,  new 
78” bucket.  $16,000.00. Call  
519-897-7707.

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Bathroom Aids (used)  for 
the elderly or disabled. Bath-
seats, transfer benches, 
toilet grab  frames, tub grab 
bars,  commodes etc. Call  
519-669-1321 after 4  p.m.

Carpet - I have several  
thousand yards of new  
Stainmaster and 100%  Ole-
fin carpet. I will carpet your 
livingroom and  hall for $389. 
Prices include carpet, pad 
and  installation. 30 sq. yrds.  
Call Steve  519-576-7387.

Give the Gift of Music  this 
Christmas! Guitar &  Bass 
Lessons, Musical  Instru-
ments & Accessories. Gift 
Certificates  available. Call 
519  -669-5885.

Let Me Do Your  Christmas 
Baking for  you!  Cookies, 
pies,    squares and tarts.  Call  
Alice today!   519-669-1263.

Mattress Sets - All  Sizes! 
Look around  then come and 
get the  best for less. Also,  
housewares, footwear,  
skates, linens, toys,  baby 
items, books,  CD’s, movies 
& more.  The Nearly New 
Centre, 5116 Ament Line,  
Linwood, formerly Millbank. 
Tues - Fri. 10-5;  Saturday 
9-3.  519-698-0088.

Nearly New Maytag  wash-
er, older dryer  $350 for both. 
1860’s  oak dining table & 4  
chairs. Very ornate,  from 
Quebec $1400.  Call 519-
669-8466.

Starcaster By Fender  elec-
tric guitar, amp and  stand. 1  
year old, excellent condition. 
$275.  519-669-1967.

Upright Freezer -  Woods, 
10 cu. ft; chest  freezer, 
Woods, 7 cu. ft.  Both work 
well. Replacing with 1 larger 
unit.  Call 519-669-1885.

UNDER $50 ITEM

2 Wooden Reinforced  tea 
chest packing cases. Ide-
al for anyone  moving or 
storage.  Approx. size 19” 
square  x 24” deep. Free.  
519-669-5595.

Bench Grinder, 5 inch,  ex-
cellent, older, small,  $10. 
519-669-2617.

Hammer Drill, 1/2 inch  
B&D, heavy duty, double 
insulated, 5.2 amps.  $25. 
519-669-2617.

Mohair, Red Plaid  blanket 
made in Scotland. Excellent 
quality  and condition. $45.  
519-664-0195.

Por tab le D ishwasher  
for sale. Large size.  Hard 
counter top. $50.  519-638-
5928.

Treadmill, manual.  $40. 
519-595-2406.

FIREWOOD

Firewood For Sale.  519-
669-2699.

PETS

Give Your Dog a holiday in 
newly renovated  boarding 
kennel. Reasonable rates. 
Lots of  Love On Four Paws,  
Drayton.  (519)638-3698.

MEGAMUTTS NEW  IN-
HOME  dog training  ses-
sion starts January  2007. 6 
weeks,  $195.00. Pre regis-
ter,  Holly Teahen  519-669-
8167. www.megamut ts.
com

HORSES

Haf l inger Gelding - 7  
years old, 14.3 hands.  Up 
to date on shots,  friendly 
and rides well.  $2800. For 
more information call  519-
669-1967.

WANTED

O l d  W o o d e n  B u g g y  
Wheels, Hoosier/baking  
cupboard, GT snow  racers. 
Also for sale  spring rocking 
horse,  good condition. Call  
519-699-5867.

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 Jeep “TJ” Sport.  
4.0L 6 cyl., 5-spd.  AM/FM 
CD, alum.  wheels, dual 
tops,  black, only 24,075 
kms.  $22,900. Voisin Chrys-
ler 519- 669-2831.

2005 Dodge Dakota  Quad 
4X4 SLT. 4.7L,  auto, loaded 
including  alum. wheels, box  
liner,silver. 34,000 kms.  
$24,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2005 Dodge Gr. Cara-
van. Stow N Go, loaded, 
pseat, alum.  wheels, dual 
A/C, silver, only 34,230 kms,  
$20,900. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2006 Jeep Gr. Cherokee 
Laredo. 3.7L 6 cyl.,  fully 
loaded incl. leather, sun-
roof. “Must see”,  white, only 
17,500 kms,  $31,900. Voisin 
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2006 PT Cruiser - 4  cyl., 
auto, air, alum.  wheels, 
loaded, silver,  34,500 kms, 
$18,900.  Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

RENTALS

Country Living - 2+  bed-
room apar tment  avai l -
able in country  home. 2 
entrances,  wooden patio 
out back.  No smoking, 5 
min.  from St. Jacobs near  
expressway. Immediate. 
$1050, utilities included. 
519-664-0024.

Elmira - 4 Bedroom  house 
for rent in family  neighbour-
hood, close  to downtown.  
No-smoking, no pets.  $100 
+ utilities. Please  contact 
Tracey at  519-669-1737 
or Shannon at 519-669-
8772.

FOR SALE

PETS

Newly Renovated 1 &  
2 bedroom apar tments.  
Available for rent as of  
January 1, 2007 at “The  
Regency, 1215 Queens  
Bush Road, Wel les ley.  
Heat ing inc luded. Cal l  
519-745-7495 to arrange 
viewing.

One Bedroom close to  
downtown. Quiet building. 
Parking, laundry.  $590 
p lus /month.   519 - 669 -
1024.

Outdoor Storage Unit  for 
rent. 960 sq. ft.  $400.00 
+ gst per  month. Easy 
access,  ideal for con-
tractor etc.  For fur ther 
information  call Lee at  
519-725-2644 or  1-888-
843-9929.

TRADES  
& SERVICES

Chr is t mas I s  A lmost  
Here! Would you like to  
spend less time cleaning 
and more time with  fam-
ily? Dial  519-669-8017. 
We look  forward to your 
call.  Merry Christmas.

COMING EVENTS

Confidence In Labor  and 
Delivery Workshop. Why be-
ing confident and relaxed is 
so  important, and how you  
can achieve a positive  birth 
experience! January 13, 
2007 at 1 p.m.  Wellesley, 
ON. Cost  $25/couple. Con-
tact  Erin to register  519-
656-3292 or email  transition-
sdoulaservice@yahoo .ca

AUTOMOTIVE

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: 519-669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: 519-669-5753

www.woolwichobserver.com

The best way 
to empty your 
attic starts with 
a notice in the 
Observer...

...And ends 
with people 

paying to 
haul your 

junk away!

Call 519-669-5790 for a classified ad.
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ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN

- SIDING
- SOFFIT & FACIA
- EAVESTROUGH
- REPLACEMENT

WINDOWS & DOORS

519-669-1727

AUTOMOTIVECOMPUTER REPAIR

SELF STORAGE

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

519-669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira 519-669-8309
Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira • 519-669-5551

Reality Bytes

Elmira’s 
LARGEST
selection of 
major brand
computers

Come see our 
showroom at:

COMPUTERS 

LAPTOPS

MONITORS 

and SERVICE

CONCRETE

T: 519•580•3434

DIAMOND
FORMING
DIAMOND
FORMING

• house walls (9’ available)
• farm walls
• retaining walls
• manure tanks
• crane rental service

F: 519•699•5446

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS 
OF GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE!

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

• Safety 
   Inspections
• Annual Truck
   Inspections
• Auto 
   Appraisals

• 4x4 & SUV 
   Service &
   Repairs

QUALITY SERVICE 
AND REPAIRS OF 

MOST CARS, VANS, 
PICK-UPS & SUVS

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  d o  r E S i d E n t i a L W o r k !

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
519-669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General ConTraCTinG
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

E L M I R A

PHOTO
519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMING

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

G&H
ROOFING

ROOFING | REPAIRS | REFERRALS

H
Insured 

Free Estimates 
Best Rates

519-575-6922
Call and leave a message.

ROOFING

TheGoldsmith

28 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519.669.4600

Jewellry Repairs
Custom Work • Free Estimates

JEWELLRY REPAIRS

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products
Fast, Friendly Service
Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com

SALT DYNAMIC BALANCING ELECTROLYSIS

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237
Laser Technologist / Certified Electrologist

UNDER 
ONE 

ROOF!

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

December 6
10:03 AM Police were 

called to a residential ad-
dress on Adelaide Street in 
Linwood as a result of a re-
port that a vehicle had been 
broken into. At some point 
the previous night, suspects 
unknown broke into the 
vehicle, stealing a digital 
camera and a Mastercraft 
ultrasound tape measure. 
10:25 AM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
single-vehicle collision in 
the area of 2600 Northfield 
Drive East in Woolwich 
Township. An area woman 
had been travelling on 
Northfield Drive when she 
lost control of her vehicle 
on an icy patch of roadway 
and crashed into a ditch. 
The woman sustained minor 
injuries, while her vehicle 

was heavily damaged. No 
charges were pressed as 
a result of the icy, adverse 
conditions.
10:48 PM Police re-

sponded to the scene of a 
two-vehicle crash at Arthur 
Street North, north of Saw-
mill Road in between St. 
Jacobs and Elmira. A man 
from London had been driv-
ing northbound on Arthur 
Street when he slid across 
an icy patch in the road and 
over the centerline, striking 
a vehicle being driven by 
an Elmira woman travel-
ling southbound on Arthur 
Street. Both drivers sus-
tained only minor injuries, 
although their vehicles were 
severely damaged. There 
were no charges.
12:09 PM Two vehicles 

were involved in a collision 

in the area of 5400 William 
Hastings Line in Wellesley 
Township. A St. Clements 
man was travelling along 
William Hastings when he 
attempted to pass another 
vehicle ahead. In doing so, 
the St. Clements man lost 
control of his vehicle on 
an icy patch of roadway, 
clipped the other vehicle 
and crashed into a ditch. 
There were no injuries and 
a moderate amount of 
damage to both cars was 
reported. Charges were not 
pressed.
6:43 PM Police responded 

to the scene of a car-ver-
sus-deer collision at Ament 
Line and Moser Young Road 
in Wellesley Township. A 
Linwood man had been 
travelling westbound on 
Ament Line when a deer 

ran into the path of his ve-
hicle, was struck and killed. 
The Linwood driver received 
no injuries. There were no 
charges.

December 7
6:07 AM Police responded 

to the scene of a single-vehi-
cle collision at Arthur Street 
South. A Waterloo man had 
been travellng southbound 
on Arthur Street when he 
passed an icy portion of the 
road, lost control of his ve-
hicle, crashing into a hydro 
pole. His vehicle was severe-
ly damaged. Because of the 
icy conditions the man was 
neither injured nor charged.
6:51 AM Police were 

called to the scene of a two-
vehicle collision at South 
Field Drive and Union Street 
in Elmira. An Elora man had 

been travelling south on 
Union Street when he skid-
ded through a stop sign and 
was struck by another ve-
hicle travelling westbound 
on South Field Drive. There 
were no injuries and be-
cause of slippery conditions, 
no charges were laid.
8:14 AM A young male 

student from Elmira District 
Secondary School was found 
to be in possession of a 
small quantity of marijuana. 
The student was issued an 
official warning under the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act 
and his drugs were seized 
and sent for destruction by 
police.
9:10 AM Police responded 

to a single-vehicle colli-
sion at Woolwich Street 
and Country Squire Road 
in Woolwich Township. A 

woman had been travelling 
northbound on Woolwich 
Street when she crossed an 
icy portion of the road, lost 
control of her vehicle, skid-
ded off the roadway, flip-
ping the car onto its roof. 
The driver wasn’t injured 
but her car sustained heavy 
damages. There were no 
charges.
2:20 PM Police responded 

to the scene of a two-vehi-
cle collision at Arthur Street, 
north of St. Jacobs. A Dray-
ton woman had been trav-
elling northbound on Arthur 
Street when she pulled over 
to the side of the road, lost 
control over the snow-laden 
shoulder, veered back onto 
the roadway and clipped 
another vehicle. Damage 
was pegged as moderate, 
but there were no injuries. 

The Drayton driver was 
charged with ‘fail to drive in 
marked lane.’
4:39 PM Police were 

called to a residential ad-
dress on Brookemede Street 
in Elmira. A side door had 
been forced open at some 
time throughout the day and 
entry was gained. Evidence 
suggests that two perpetra-
tors were involved in a theft 
that claimed a Philishave ra-
zor, a Play Station 2, a quan-
tity of cash, jewelry, a Nikon 
digital camera, alcohol and 
cigarettes. The police inves-
tigation continues.

December 8
3:50 AM A business in the 

1600 area of King Street 
North in St. Jacobs was the 
victim of a smash-and-grab. 
Suspects unknown broke the 

storefront glass and seized a 
number of computers before 
police arrived on the scene. 
There are no suspects.
8:03 AM Police responded 

to the scene of a collision 
involving two vehicles at 
the Arthur Street round-
about. One of the vehicles 
appeared to have been 
travelling in the blind spot 
of the lead vehicle when the 
two collided. Only minor in-
juries were reported and no 
charges were pressed.
8:35 AM Police responded 

to the scene of a single-ve-
hicle collision in the 4200 
area of Lobsinger Line in 
Wellesley Township. A wom-
an from Brussels had been 
eastbound on Lobsinger 
Line when she lost control 
of her vehicle, skidded off 

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incidents taken directly from reports supplied by the 
Waterloo Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be 
contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY MARC MIQUEL HELSEN                If you see crime happening call your local police detachment.       Emergency 9-1-1  Elmira 519-570-3000
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PHOTO REPRINTS

EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE 
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU!
• Provide us the issue date,
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for details
   or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for
   delivery in about a week.

SAY
CHEESE...

SHARPENING

See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537

STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

SCRAP WANTED

Celebrating over 30 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WE WANT 
YOUR SCRAP 

VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow 

it or TELL US 
WHERE IT IS...
We want your 
scrap car, van 

or truck.

FREE TOW!
TOP PRICES

PAID!
Call Chris at Paleshi
519-669-1666

CARPET CARE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80

81 82 83 84 85 86

87 88 89

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

©2006 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES
• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

519-669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 
      and Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Dinner & a Movie
New Orleans Pizza & a
Movie Rental at Lazer Video
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

Night on the Town
Crossroads Restaurant &
Movie at Galaxy Cinemas
(In-home cleaning services only. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires Dec. 31, 2006)

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Call for 
details

Call for 
details

36 Hampton St., Elmira

19 years 
experience

519-669-2251
interior/exterior painting • wallpapering & repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202/519-778-6104
FAX: 519- 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

GLASS INSTALLATION

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

Ortlieb 
Crane
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

CRANE RENTALS

Children’s Functions
Commercial Functions

Private Functions
All donations to

Children’s Wish Foundation

SANTA FOR HIRE

Call Doug 
or Tracy

519-669-4888

SANTA

SIGNS AND SCREEN PRINTING

RENOVATIONS

Ben White 
Renovations and

Bloomingdale, ON

“Your Old Home Specialist”

519-670-5289Cell:

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

Home Improvements

ACCOUNTING

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS, SOLE PROPRIETORS & PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003
20A Arthur St. N. 

Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Across  
1. Kidney-shaped leaves or 
beans 
8. What soldiers might call 
Vietnam 
11. Military weapon able 
to traverse continents 
(accronym) 
15. Major academic test 
16. Award for radio and 
television journalism 
18. Bug often associated 
with dogs 
19. Clothing 
22. Abbreviation for yearly 
occurences 
23. Bride and groom say 
“I __” 
24. A orange-sized tropical 
fruit with a thick rind 
27. Dropped to a lower level 
29. In the affirmative 
30. Horse drawn personal 
conveyances 
32. Alright, approved, 
hunky-dory 
34. Original Microsoft 
computer language 
36. A parallelogram with 
four equal sides 
37. Somewhere between 
dust and soil, but definitely 
unwanted filth 
39. Shape with an axe 
40. Opposite of down 
41. Large basin 
42. Storage space 
43. Objective form of “I” 
44. Famous biblical 
offspring (two words) 
48. World superpower 
49. Double-breasted sailor’s 
jacket 

50. The addition of this 
elevates a real estate 
listing beyond mere ‘3-pc 
washroom’ 
51. Opposite of stop 
52. Hundredths of a litre 
54. At the same time that 
56. Slices of sweet twice-
baked crispy bread 
58. Type of paint 
59. Hospital room where 
surgery is performed 
60. The present plural of 
to be 
61. Smallest quantity of an 
element that can take part 
in a chemical reaction 
62. Islamic spirit 
(alternative spelling) 
64. For every 
66. “To __, or not to __” 
67. Come to understand (two 
words) 
70. Term for World Wide 
Web 
71. Spheres that orbit a sun 
73. Diminish 
75. Me and you make __ 
77. Made brighter 
79. Rings of colour around 
a centre, as of irises and 
nipples 
81. Send forth 
83. Support oneself, but 
generally used in the sense 
of meagre survival 
86. Steals 
87. Style of interior 
decoration: art-___ 
88. Prefix implying the 
presence of the 8th element 
on the periodic table 
89. Lab vial (two words) 

Down  
1. Literate people can ___ 
2. Collection of things for 
public display 
3. Short snooze 
4. A picture was produced 
5. A PGA tournament where 
anyone can try out 
6. Antiquity or keepsake 
7. Informal term for mother 
8. A negative 
9. Sum 
10. Of me or myself 
11. Introduces a conditional 
clause 
12. Of the highest quality, a 
model to be followed, often 
venerable 
13. Latin word meaning 
“well” 
14. Authoritative commands 
17. Strong embrace (two 
words) 
20. Available supplies 
21. Small piece of cloth 
25. Divided, as of a room 
26. One who follows a 
personal philosophy of 
odds and denies absolute 
certainties 
27. Informal name for 
a place of scientific 
investigation 
28. Sticklers for rules and 
academia 
31. Contraction of “I am” 
32. Unit of electrical 
resistance 
33. Bar access (two words) 
35. Fork, knife & ____ 
38. Sometimes called 
pieplant. Stalks are cooked 
and sweetened. 

42. A logical and orderly 
state 
44. Peddler 
45. Accronym for a medium 
of storing digitally recorded 
sound 
46. A broad flat muscle on 
the back 
47. Leather strap used to 
sharpen razors 
51. Seized 
53. Small red-breasted 
finches 
55. The seat within a 
bishop’s diocese where his 
cathedral is located 
57. Corporeal 
62. Polished coal 
63. Verb to be 
65. Reply in response to an 
unpleasant statement 
68. A whole lot of beer in one 
container 
69. Remove from existence 
72. Green citrus fruit 
74. Products of human 
creativity 
75. American composer 
Jimmy ___ is responsible for 
such hits as ‘By the Time I 
get to Phoenix,” “MacArthur 
Park” & “Wichita Linesman” 
76. 1980 Nobel prize winner 
Czeslaw’s poem 
78. Men’s high-end formal 
wear (colloquilaism) 
80. ___ Gehrig 
82. In the direction of 
83. Syllable naming 5th note 
on musical scale 
84. Beside; next to; near 
85. The thing named or in 
question
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Continued from page 20

Community Information Page
TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    
FAX: (519) 669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
(519) 575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

The Woolwich Fire Prevention Team reminds you to keep your Christmas tree watered and away from heat sources.  Make sure it doesn’t block a doorway.  
Inspect your holiday lighting and discard any damaged or frayed cords, plugs and lights. Never place lighted candles on or near the Christmas tree.  When 
large amounts of needles begin to fall off, it’s time to get rid of the tree.   Remember; don’t leave your Christmas lights unattended.

Let’s have a fire safe holiday season!

elmira Arena
  December 27      9:00 am – 11:00 am
  December 28      12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
  January 3        2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
  January 4        2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

TIM HORTONS FREE HOLIDAY SKATING

ELMIRA INFLOW AND INFILTRATION 
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, PHASE FIVE

Contract No. 2007-01

A CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY MESSAGE

SEALED TENDERS, on forms supplied by the Owners Consultant engineer, 
will be received by:

The Corporation of the Township of Woolwich
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur Street South

elmira, Ontario   N3B 2Z6
Attention: Richard Petherick, Interim Director of Finance

until 12:00 Noon, Local Time, on Tuesday, January 16, 2007 for the elmira Inflow 
and Infiltration Reconstruction Project, Phase Five. The following is a general, but 
not necessarily complete, description of the scope of work to be undertaken.

The reconstruction of approximately 320 metres of roadway including: Cardinal Street 
and Mourningdove Crescent, in the Settlement of elmira including the following:
• Roadwork and underground services removal.
• Trunk sanitary and I/I sewer, storm sewer, watermain and service

replacements.
• Curb and gutter, sidewalk, and pavement construction.
• Traffic control and utility coordination.
• Service installations by directional drilling and in-house plumbing

 retrofits.

This project is scheduled to commence on or about April 15, 2007 and be 

completed on or about July 15, 2007

Plans, specifications and tender forms may be obtained from Stantec Consult-
ing Ltd., 49 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6M7 (519) 579-4410, for 
a non-refundable fee of $100.00. DOCUMENTS MAY ONLY BE PICKED UP 
AFTER 3:30 P.M. ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2006.

A Bid Bond in the amount of 10% of the tender amount must accompany each 
Tender, and the successful bidder will be required to provide 100% Performance, 
Labour and Material Bonds upon execution of the Contract Agreement.

Tenders will be opened publicly in the Council Chambers of the Township Of-
fices located at 69 Arthur Street South, elmira, at 1:15 p.m., Local Time, on 
the date of closing.

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

Mr. Rod Kruger, C.E.T., A.M.C.T.
Manager of Engineering Operations
Township of Woolwich
69 Arthur Street South
elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Mr. Ron Louttit, C.E.T.
Project Manager

Stantec Consulting Ltd.
49 Frederick Street
Kitchener, Ontario

N2H 6M7

St. Jacobs Arena
  January 2       1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
  January 3       1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
  January 4       1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

CAPACITy ReSTRICTIONS APPLy

the roadway, went through 
a ditch and into a fence. The 
woman was not injured, 
damage was minor, and no 
charges were laid.
8:37 AM Police received 

a report that a utility trailer 
had been stolen from a 
Howard Avenue, Elmira, 
business on Nov. 29. The 
trailer plates bear the mark-
er B45 61D.
9:52 AM A chainsaw was 

stolen from home in the 
area of 1600 Durst Road 
in Woolwich Township. The 
complainant who called 
police had been sawing 
some wood close to his 
home, left it on a pile before 
retiring for the night, and 
in the morning, found the 
chainsaw had disappeared. 
Police have no suspects.
1:58 PM Police received 

complaints of a possible 

drunk driver in the IGA 
parking lot in Elmira. When 
they arrived at the scene, 
officers found that an Elmi-
ra man, who had crashed 
into two other vehicles, was 
drunk behind the wheel. He 
was subsequently charged 
with ‘impaired driving’ and 
‘over 80.’  No one was in-
jured and only a moderate 
amount of damage was 
incurred.
2:09 PM An visitor who 

was shopping along Church 
Street West in Elmira, and 
whose car was parked along 
the road, was the victim of 
theft. The side window of 
the vehicle was broken and 
a number of items on the 
console – including a credit 
card (used later at a gas bar 
in Listowel) – were stolen. 
There are no suspects.
6:51 PM A 12-year-old 

girl was struck by a car in 

the core of Wallenstein. She 
was taken to Grand River 
Hospital and treated for 
non-life threatening inju-
ries. The girl was alert when 
police arrived on the scene. 
The collision occurred in the 
7200 area of Line 86.

December 9
12:21 AM A Fergus man 

was rescued by the Jaws 
of Life after losing control 
of his vehicle along North-
field Drive East in Wool-
wich Township, skidding off 
the road way and crashing 
into a tree. The victim was 
extricated by the Cones-
togo Fire Department and 
transported to GRH in seri-
ous condition. Police later 
found that alcohol played 
a factor in the accident and 
consequently, charges are 
pending an investigation.
1:55 AM No charges 

were pressed and no in-
juries were reported as a 
result of a motor vehicle 
collision in the 1400 area 
of Balsam Grove Road in 
Woolwich. A Fergus man 
had been eastbound when 
he lost control of his vehi-
cle, skidded off the roadway 
and into a ditch. His vehicle 
was demolished.
2:16 AM Police respond-

ed to complaints of a distur-
bance at a Benjamin Road, 
St. Jacobs hotel. Three adult 
males were arrested and 
taken to the police station. 
They were charged with 
trespassing and public in-
toxication.
3:11 PM No charges were 

laid and no injuries were re-
ported as a result of a colli-
sion involving two vehicles 
in a parking lot at 22 Church 
St. W. An Elmira woman had 
been driving through the 
parking lot when she col-
lided with another vehicle, 
being driven by a Kitchener 
man. Damage was reported 
as moderate.

3:45 PM Police responded 
to the scene of a single-ve-
hicle collision at Benjamin 
Road, close to Martin Creek 
Road, near St. Jacobs. A car 
driven by a Waterloo man 
skidded on an icy patch of 
roadway and flipped over. 
There were no reported in-
juries and no charges.
6:41 PM A single-vehicle 

collision occurred in the 
2400 area of Lobsinger 
Line, outside of Heidelberg. 
An area woman was west-
bound on Lobsinger Line 
when she lost control of 
her vehicle, skidded off the 
roadway and collided with a 
guardrail, breaking a few in 
the process. Her vehicle in-
curred a significant amount 
of damage although she 
escaped unscathed. There 
were no charges.
6:45 PM Close to the 

same location as the pre-
vious incident, in the area 
of 2900 Lobsinger Line, a 
woman from Heidelberg 
was travelling west on 
Lobsinger when she lost 

control of her vehicle trying 
to negotiate a turn. She left 
the roadway and crashed 
into a wooden sign. She 
was not injured, but her 
vehicle suffered moderate 
damage. No charges were 
laid.
9:32 PM Police responded 

to the scene of a single-ve-
hicle collision at Northfield 
Drive near Scotch Line. A 
Fergus man, northbound 
on Northfield Drive, lost 
control of his vehicle, rolled 
through a ditch and into a 
field. Although the vehicle 
was heavily damaged, the 
man was unscathed. There 
were no charges.

December 10
1:30 AM A single-vehicle 

collision brought police to 
the 7500 area of Line 86 
in Wellesley Township. A 
woman was eastbound on 
Line 86 when she lost con-
trol of her vehicle, skidded 
off the roadway and into a 
tree. The Linwood woman 
was transported to GRH 

where she was treated, and 
later released for non-life 
threatening injuries. There 
were no charges.
2:42 PM Police received 

reports that a number of 
mailboxes throughout 
Wellesley Township had 
been destroyed the previ-
ous day. Two incidents oc-
curred at Greenwood Hill 
Road and at Gerber Road 
in Wellesley village. A police 
investigation into the inci-
dents continues.

December 11 
7:24 AM A truck owned 

by a Floradale Feed Mill and 
operated by an Elmira man 
was eastbound on Line 86 
when the dump trailer, not 
fully declined, snagged a 
hydro line, pulling it down. 
There were no injuries and 
no charges were pressed 
though traffic was delayed 
as police and hydro crews 
remedied the situation.
11:22 AM Police were 

called by the residents of a 
home in the area of 5900 

Ament Line in Wellesley 
Township. At some point 
overnight, an electrical light 
at the foot of the driveway 
was smashed. There are no 
suspects. The estimated val-
ued of the damage is $50.

December 12
9:28 PM Police received 

a report, from a business in 
the area of First Street West 
in Elmira that an electrical 
wench installed on a utility 
trailer had been removed at 
some time within the previ-
ous 48 hours. There are no 
suspects.
11:24 AM Police were 

called to the scene of a 
parking lot accident in the 
area of South Field Drive in 
Elmira. A truck driver from 
Etobicoke was maneuver-
ing through a private lot 
when he hit and dragged 
a pickup truck owned by a 
Kitchener business. Dam-
age to the tractor trailer 
was minor, though exten-
sive to the pickup. There 
were no charges. 

MORELAW
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Recognizing 4-H achievements FCS carols in Winterbourne WRDSB re-elects top seats

DESIREE FINHERT

MASSAGE THERAPY

REFLEXOLOGY

Tricia D. Brubacher RMT, BA, CR

St. Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic
9 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs

519-664-1050

Kalidasa Aesthetics Day Spa
155 Ontario St., Stratford

519-271-1730




















You don’t have to
go through it alone.

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

49 Industrial Drive, Elmira   OFFICE: 669-1631

FRANK COOPER
REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

HOME • AUTO • TENANT
LIABILITY • COMMERCIAL
Friendly, professional service for your

personal insurance requirements.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

From turkey bones and alkaline batteries 
to evergreen trees and miles of wrap-
ping paper, a good chunk of Christmas 
is destined to wind up at the curb early 

in the new year.
Garbage, and plenty of it, is a common byprod-

uct of the festive season. Some organizations, 
including Waterloo Region’s waste management 
department, are eager to reduce the impact.

In many cases, people can reduce waste by 
making careful purchases when buying gifts or 
when wrapping them before placing gifts under 
the tree. Even small changes, such as using re-
chargeable batteries, can make a difference, says 
the region’s promotion education coordinator. 

“Instead of buying a box from a store that you 
pay a dollar for, use a cereal box – it’s the same 
size,” said Kathleen Barsoum, noting most peo-
ple forget about simple things such as buying 
recycled wrapping paper. 

This year the region is encouraging residents 
to recycle paper products, the biggest contribu-
tor to the post-holiday waste stream. In 2005, the 
region’s monthly waste collection accumulated 
about 30 per cent more paper trash during the 
holidays than at any other month in the year.

“One of the things we see at Christmas is 
there’s so many extra bags out there – it’s a lot of 
wrapping paper,” said the region’s waste coordi-
nator John Strik.

“People usually place it in garbage bags when 
they’re sitting around the tree opening pres-
ents: the Christmas wrap goes in the garbage 
bags. It’s picked up as garbage, but a lot of it, if 
it were prepared properly and put in blue boxes, 
could be recycled.”

Much of the holiday material can be sorted 
into the regular recycling categories, which 
include boxboard, newspaper, magazines and 
catalogues, books, paper, corrugated cardboard, 
plastic containers, plastic grocery or retail bags, 
aluminum foil and foil trays, glass bottles and 
jars, metal food and beverage containers, paint 
and aerosol cans, drinking boxes, milk and juice 
cartons.

Following the holidays the region adds a spe-
cial run to its garbage collection schedule, pick-
ing up Christmas trees from the roadside for 

Breslau’s Caroline Strazike was winner of the Outstanding Intermedi-
ate Member award at the Waterloo 4-H Awards Night at the St. Agatha 
Community Centre Nov. 30. Jeff McCallum and Eric Salonen won in the 
senior and junior divisions respectively. 

Cheer was brought to households in Winterbourne as Foundation Chris-
tian School went door-to-door in traditional Christmas carolling fashion 
yesterday evening (Dec. 15). Participants were to meet at the school at 7 
p.m. before singing favourites about town that evening.

Colin Harrington resumed his seat as chairperson after being re-
elected last week at the Waterloo Region District School Board’s in-
augural meeting in Waterloo. Andrea Mitchell was also re-elected as 
vice-chairperson. 

Helping HanDS Don’t let the 
festivities 

go to waste
Region, environmental 

groups stress the three Rs 
for the holidays

t See WASTE page 29

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Paper and paste were all 
the incentive St. Jacobs 
students needed to get 
into the giving spirit of 

the festive season. 
Every year, the village’s 

350 elementary students are 
challenged to bring in non-
perishable food items for the 
Woolwich Community Servic-
es food bank and its Christmas 
hamper program. This time 
around, food items equalled 
Christmas decorations, as the 
children were given fancy or-
naments each time the stock-
piles grew.

The ornaments involved 
weren’t made of glass, ribbon 
or cloth: the student council 
gave up recesses and lunch-
times making construction-pa-
per gifts for fellow classmates.

The idea of rewarding each 
class with the handmade crafts 
came out of a brainstorming 
workshop whereby the student 
council wanted to add some ex-
citement to the annual festive 
food drive while interacting 
with students in all grades. 
Each classroom received an 
empty paper Christmas tree, 
which would only receive an 
ornament after five food dona-
tions had been collected.

When donations surpassed 
the number of students in a 
class then their tree would re-
ceive a student-council crafted 
star.

“Our goal was to bring in five 
cans of food for everyone in 
the school, so the total we were 
aiming for was 1,750,” English 
teacher Nancy Stayzer told the 
Observer.

With items showing up since 
the first week of November it 
wasn’t long before students 

St. Jacobs 
PS puts the 
fun back in 
food drives
Students collect more 
than 2,500 food items

t See DECORATING page 26

GOT IT COVERED Laney Campbell (top) wraps gifts for Woolwich Community Services’ Christmas 
hamper program at Lions Hall in Elmira Dec. 13. Meanwhile, Erin Cosgrove sorts donations destined for 
food baskets to be distributed to needy families in Woolwich and Wellesley townshships.
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Standing with the people of Yanoun
Visitor finds unexpected sense of peace in conflict-ridden West Bank

Showcase your 
new arrival
in a special 
delivery on 

January 6, 2007

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 6 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

This special feature is 
open to all proud parents, 

grand- parents, or friends of 
little ones born in 2006.

$3000
+ GST

email: 
babies@woolwichobserver.com

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

babies@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

(Sample)

of the

DEADLINE: Tuesday January 2, 2006

CLINT ROHR
F O R  T H E  O B S E R V E R

One of the joys of stay-
ing in a hostel is the 
people you meet at 
breakfast. This is 

what it was like for me in the 
Old City of Jerusalem. Here 
stories were shared, ques-
tions asked about each other’s 
itineraries, and the telling of 
what had been experienced. 
It was here I heard from Ilse 
about the Accompaniment 
Program, and their need for 
an extra volunteer to work in 
Yanoun the following week

The EAP, as they call it, is 
a program sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches. 
The purpose is to place for-
eigners into high-risk com-
munities where Arabs are ha-
rassed and violated by Israeli 
settlers, who claim they have 
a God-given right to the land. 
The violence often includes 
physical beatings, shootings, 
killing of sheep, destruction of 
tractors and other equipment, 
buildings, and the terrorizing 
of children and the elderly.

An accompanier is a “pres-
ence,” and therefore a deter-
rent so that the settlers back 
off and the villagers are able 
to live more safely. Critical 
for this time of year, we were 
told, was helping to ensure 
the Arab villagers could har-
vest their olives. We were told 
there are six projects, staffed 
by four volunteers each, ongo-
ing in the West Bank. 

In response to my question 
– “what would I need to do?” – 
plans began to unfold. I would 
meet with EAP office staff on 
Monday to get a brief orienta-
tion. It was decided I would 
leave at 8 a.m. on Thursday, go 
to Ramallah, transfer to a ser-
vice vehicle, drive to the Ha-
wara checkpoint near Nablus, 
and  be picked up by Hasson 
and taken to the Arab village 
of Yanoun. 

That night I thought, “what 
am I getting into?  There must 
be a thin line between fear and 
courage.” As it turns out, my 
“yes” was just the beginning 
of an experience I could never 
have planned or imagined. 

My plans were reconfirmed 

on Wednesday. My trip to Ya-
noun would take about two 
hours. All went well, except I 
was unable to phone and con-
firm with Hasson the time I 
left Ramallah. This made me 
a bit anxious. The driver, how-
ever, assured me there would 
be many taxis available to 
take me to Yanoun.

I tried to borrow a mobile 
phone from the other riders, 
with no luck, and understand-
ably so.  I am sure they weren’t 
quite sure themselves what to 
think about this foreigner as 
I sat squished between two 
Arabs in the far back. We ar-
rived at the checkpoint, where 
a huge Arab guy said, “you 
must be Clint?” I was relieved, 
to say the least. Then the driv-
er said, “you told me Hasson 
was going to pick you up. This 
is Ghasson, I know Ghasson, 
he’s my friend.” So much for 
my Arabic pronunciation. 

Ghasson, having waited a bit 
longer than expected, lost no 
time as we sped along narrow 
roads across the desert lands 
and olive groves. We dropped 
people off in small towns and 
villages. He pointed out the 
Jordan valley and other land-
marks. As we approached Ya-
noun, pointing to a destroyed 
generator and powerhouse, 
he said, “The United Nations 
provided that for the villagers 
and the settlers burned it.” 
This was my introduction to 
Yanoun. 

I was dropped off at the Inter-
national House, a former home 
that was renovated to accom-
modate four accompaniers. To 
my surprise there were flush 
toilets and a shower provided 
with hot water from a rooftop 
barrel heated by the sun. 

I was given a quick overview 
by Ilse, who informed me 
things were quiet. Next I met 
Rashid, and his family. Rashid 
is the mayor of the village. He 
is also a shepherd, and has the 
onerous task of defending his 
villagers’ rights against the 
Israeli settlers. They pointed 
up the hill behind the village 
and I was told, “that’s Itimar, 
where the settlers live.” So 
terrible and bad had things 
been at times in the past that 
at one point all the villagers 

had to be relocated to a town 
five miles away to be safe from 
these settlers. 

If we were going to be a 
“buffer” against threats the 
settlers would try to prevent 
the picking of olives, the best 
place to be was in the olive 
grove with the villagers pick-
ing olives. Here, I met more of 
the villagers and the owners 
of the grove, along with their 
children and grandchildren. I 
was “Clint” the foreigner from 
Canada. Some of them spoke a 
bit of English, having learned 
it from other foreigners. 

My first surprise was still 
to come. I was introduced to 
Hillel and Naomi, Israeli vol-
unteers with an organization 
called Rabbis For Human 
Rights. Could this be true? 
They were picking olives with 
the villagers as an expression 
of their solidarity with these 
oppressed people of the West 

Bank. They were informed, 
knowing that according to the 
Geneva Accord all Arabs had 
a right to harvest their olives. 
They resented and detested 
the settlers, who viciously vio-
late these laws, claiming they 
are acting and living in accor-
dance with the Torah. 

We picked olives together 
that day, conversing and shar-
ing thoughts and ideas about 
politics, religion and what 
might be the future of these 
lands and people. At the end 
of the day, Hillel came and 
said, “I want to thank you for 
coming to Israel and the West 
Bank to help us with our prob-
lems. These are our problems, 
not your problems, and you 
come from your countries to 
help us”.

The next day was just as ex-
citing. Six other volunteers 
from Rabbis For Human 
Rights joined us. Each had 

stories to tell. Rachel told me 
what it was like for her serv-
ing in the Israeli army. She 
shared an incident where she 
had observed an Israeli soldier 
near Gaza write a nasty and 
vulgar comment on an Arab’s 
passport. She told the soldier 
it was inappropriate, to which 
he replied, “who cares, they’re 
just a bunch of animals.” As a 
writer of guidelines for the Is-
raeli army, she tried to imple-
ment a change with the help of 
a general. Nothing happened. 
Being disillusioned she ap-
plied for a transfer and had a 
more positive experience near 
Tel Aviv. Yet she could hardly 
believe me when I told her how 
I travelled to Yanoun from Je-
rusalem on my own, respond-
ing, “I would never feel safe 
doing that.”

This was an indication to me 
of just how scared caring Is-
raelis can be. 

Religion was obviously a hot 
topic. The Israeli volunteers 
were unequivocal in their as-
sessment that if it wasn’t for 
religion the Israeli and the 
Palestinians would not have 
these problems. An Israeli 
pointed to the settlement, say-
ing, “if it wasn’t for religion 
they wouldn’t be there.”

The Arab villagers who un-
derstood, listened, and every 
once in a while I would hear an 
Israeli talking in Arabic with 
one of the villagers. I thought, 
“wow, isn’t that great?” 

When it came to politics, for 
the first time I heard Israelis 
lamenting the fact they had 
poor leaders, who were an em-
barrassment to them. Hillel 
just couldn’t comprehend the 
immorality of some of them. 
Rachel talked about the 50 per 
cent-plus of Israel’s budget go-
ing to defence, and how angry 
she was because this meant 
poor education, health care 
and social support programs. 

I am still at a loss for words 
to express my excitement and 
amazement at the paradoxes 
and the peace I experienced 
in Yanoun. While keeping one 
eye and ear to the area where 
the settlers lived, lest we get 
company, we picked one tree 
of olives after another in a 

t See STAND page27

PEACE PLAN While in the West Bank settlement of Yanoun, Clint Rohr (right, with 
Rashid, the village’s mayor) acted as an accompanier, protecting Arabs from violence 
at the hands of Israeli settlers.
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www.lensmill.com

PRICES
IN

EFFECT
FOR
ONE

WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

Bath towels
2 Styles - Christmas

taBlecloths
Christmas Fabric

Fleece cushions
Snowflake Pattern

wrapping paper
Christmas

giFt Boxes
Entire Stock Christmas

Decorations, ceramics & resins
Christmas

hat & glove set
Toronto Maple Leaf 2pc

hat & scarF set
Little Girls’ Dora

thermal tops
Ladies Watson

thermal sets
Mens’ 2pc

taBlecloths
Campbell Soup Logo

taBle runners
Entire Stock

oven mitts
Toronto Maple Leaf

kitchen towels
Toronto Maple Leaf

cutting BoarD
Tempered Glass

ruBBermaiD containers
Entire Stock

container sets
5pc

Fat separator stacking shelves
4 Tier

worsteD yarn
“The Real” Knitting

DiscontinueD yarn
Great Selection

christmas stockings
Entire Stock

knitting neeDles
Aero

sewing notions
Tailorform

Floral tool sets
17 Piece

Flannelette
90” Printed

t-shirting
Printed

stencil Drawing Books
Stocking Stuffer

cozy Fleece ponchos
Fast Christmas Gift

velvet
Remnant

118” sheers

christmas Baskets
Assorted Sizes

niFty knitters
Great Gift Idea

Drapery harDware
Clearance

lining Blousing
Polyester

rotary cutter sets
Great gift Idea

BroaDcloth
45” Polycotton

scrapBooks
Activity

plaiDs & Denim FaBrics

carDeD Buttons
Fascination

QuilteD criB panels
Precious Moments

BroaDcloth
100% Cotton

t-shirting
Tubular

SALE!

Books & patterns
Quilt

sewing machines
Brother

Flannel
Sesame Street

tapestry panels

glass jar set
2 pk

$4.99

$4.49  

$3.99  ea.

$1.99ea.

$7.99

$3.99
Regular

$5.99 yd. 

Regular
$1.19

99¢ to $2.49 roll

$1.99ea.

$3.99

$3.99
Regular

$8.99 yd. $5.99
Regular

$1.99

Regular
$7.99

Regular
$9.99

set

NOW 1/2 PRICE  

Original
Price!30% OFF  

yd. 2/$1.00
Regular
to $3.49

yd.

$3.99
Regular

$6.99 yd.
Regular

$3.99 yd.

Regular
$2.99 yd. 89¢

1/2 PRICE  

•LAST MINUTE SHOPPING•

$6.99ea.

Regular
$9.99 Regular 

Price20% OFF  

Regular
$4.99

1/2 PRICE  
The Lowest

Price!80% OFF  

$4.99 ea.

$9.99

$4.99

set 1/2 PRICE  30% OFF

pr.

Regular
$4.99

1/2 PRICE  

Regular
$5.99

$3.99ea.

Regular
$4.99 $4.99set

$2.49ball

“PRICES SLASHED” 30% OFF

1/2 PRICE  only $129.99 $24.99
Regular

$29.99

$4.99
Regular

$6.99 yd. 

yd. 99¢
yd.

69¢
Regular

99¢

$5.99
Regular

$7.99 yd. 

yd.

99¢ 20% OFF Original
Price!80% OFF  

yd.
$2.99yd.

The Lowest
Price!30% OFF  

$1.79 yd. 15% OFF

only $9.99
Regular

$3.99 yd.$2.99yd.

HOLIDAY HOURS
23

SAT.

24

SUN.

25

MON.

26

TUES.

27

WED.

28

THURS.

29

FRI.

30

SAT.

31

SAT.

1

MON.

JANUARY 2

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

CLOSED CLOSED

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

CLOSED

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

1 - 4 PM &
7 - 10PM

NEW

YEAR’S EVE

3 TIME SLOTS

• 5 PM - 7PM

• 7 PM - 9 PM

• 9 PM - 11 PM

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS!

LEAGUES 
RE-START

CLOSED

15 FIRST STREET E., ELMIRA • 519-669-2833 • elmirabowl@rogers.com

GIFT
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

(GREAT STOCKING
STUFFERS!)

T’is the season...

...for cookies

COOKIE MONSTERS June Lowe (above left), Cathy 
Gee, Dave Chalmers (left) and Peter Musselman 
(below) gathered mixed cookies by the dozens 
during Gale Presbyterian’s annual cookie walk event 
Dec. 9 at the Elmira church.  



26    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • DECEMBER 16, 2006

UPCOMING MULTIDAY TOURS

FLORIDA LONGSTAY
January 22 to February 2, 2007

Bilmar Beach Resort Hotel - Treasure Island (St. Pete's). 
12 Nights accommodations in Gulf Front Efficiency Units. 

Price per room $1799 (one to four persons). 
Call our office for more details.

GEORGIA IN AZALEA TIME
St. Simons Island & Myrtle Beach

March 20 to March 29, 2007 - $1579
Beauty, excitement and history, we offer it all in this wonderful 
tour. Step into another world as you capture the beauty of the 

azalea-bordered streets and the elegant Victorian homes.

ALASKA, THE YUKON & THE CANADIAN WEST
July 10 — Aug. 8, 2007 - $5869 (30 days via coach)

July 14 — Aug. 3, 2007 - $5869 (21 days via air)
Imagine a land where ancient mountains tower above the 

turquoise waters and rivers through massive forests - a land 
where adventure waits around every corner.

In the Beginning - Lancaster, PA
May 7 — May 10, 2007 - $589

Sept. 17 — Sept. 21, 2007 - $729
Don't miss this spectacular staging of the biblical account of 

creation, Sight & Sound opens the all new original production, 
"In the Beginning". Be there as the Garden of Eden appears 

before you - the waters, the vegetation, and the animals of the 
newly created world enveloping the Millennium Theatre.

Prices per person based on double occupancy - Include all 
taxes and US exchange, please call office for insurance pricing.

TAKING FRIENDS EVERYWHERE WE GO!

For more information or to receive our tour booklet contact:

EXCEL TOURS
70 Baffin Place, WATERLOO  ON N2V 1Z7

Phone: 519-747-1626

Travel Act # 50008934

UPCOMING DAY TOURS
ANNIE - HUMMINGBIRD CENTRE ($102)
CANADA BLOOMS - TORONTO ($58)
IRISH SHENANIGANS - SANDERSON CENTRE ($87)
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA - TORONTO ($129)

www.exceltours.ca

Thurs. Mar 8
Fri. Mar 9

Fri. Mar 16
Sat. May 12

Periodically we will be sending out information on special tours or 
exciting new adventures via email. If you would like to be a part of this 

list pls. send a quick message to michele@ayrcoach.com All other 
information pls. forward to our general mailbox at excel@ayrcoach.com 

Our 2007 Tour Brochure will be available in January.

Excel Tours would like to 
send warm wishes to you 

and your family for a 
safe and wonderful 

Christmas Holiday Season.

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

WED. DEC. 20,  12:30 - 2:30
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

ST. JACOBS
SAT. DEC. 23,  10 am - 2 pm

Antique Warehouse

piled up more than 2,500 
items.

“It’s lining the walls of 
the hallway, and there’s 
still lots in the class-
rooms,” she said.

A constant inflow of 
dried pasta, canned 
meats, juice, bathroom 
tissues and other dona-
tions kept the student 
council busy staying true 

to its word. The 15 mem-
bers of the council were 
happy to donate their re-
cesses and lunch hours to 
making the decorations. 

“It was fun. I didn’t re-
ally want to go outside 
when it was all slushy. 
That was my way out,” 
said council co-president 
Lydia Frey. 

Councillors also kept 
spirits pumped by run-

ning additional activities, 
hosting art projects, doll-
ing out small prizes and 
finally organizing a grand 
prize potluck lunch for 
the two top classes which 
brought in the most food.    

But Stayzer said this 
year’s incentives were 
not the reason the school 
surpassed its goal by 750 
items.

“More than that, they 

got excited about bring-
ing in food, putting it in 
the hallway and seeing 
the piles grow. And the 
ornaments: they were just 
made out of construction 
paper but, [the kids] were 
really excited.”

As part of the annual tra-
dition, St. Jacobs firefight-
ers collected the food drive 
donations this week and 
delivered them to WCS.

Continued from page 23

Decorating and donating go hand-in-hand

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

At Floradale Public 
School, a business 
education starts in 

Grade 6. For the last five 
weeks, the school’s bud-
ding entrepreneurs have 
learned the inner work-
ings and functions of a 
business. Under the guid-
ance of teacher Taryn 
Dowsling and commu-
nity volunteer Frances 
Vegh, the students raised 
$420 for area food banks. 

Teaming up with Junior 
Achievement (JA), a non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to providing busi-
ness education to young 
people, Dowsling’s charg-
es studied business plans, 
marketing strategies, and 
sales strategies for a not-
for-profit organization. 
The end product of their 
five weeks of hard work 
was a $420 profit from a 
one-day bake sale. 

“They worked amaz-
ingly well. I’ve done this 
program before and it 
was such a joy to see 
them work together so 
well, and I was pleased at 
the ideas that they came 
up with for their promo-
tions and how they ran 

Students make fighting 
hunger their business

Grade 6 class at Floradale PS organizes bake sale to benefit food bank

the sale, said Vegh.
“And all the ideas they 

came up with were re-
ally terrific ideas – it was 
wonderful,” she added.

While JA guidelines 
typically target projects 
that service the school or 
the community at large, 
it was the students’ deci-
sion to help this winter’s 
most needy.

“As opposed to a pizza 
party, they chose the 
food bank,” said Vegh, 

a community volunteer 
who works with Junior 
Achievement.

The students had to pro-
mote and market their 
business venture and re-
ceive permission from gov-
ernment officials, in this 
case the principal – essen-
tially learning about what 
it takes to build a success-
ful business model.

After five weeks of 
studying, discussing and 
planning, the Grade 6 

students were happy, and 
their teacher maybe even 
happier.

“[I’m] so proud. It’s 
amazing to see children 
– 10, 11, and 12 years old 
– be so committed to a 
task; so compassionate 
and empathetic to those, 
and to work together as a 
team,” said Dowsling.

“There’s people in this 
community who need 
this, and what better time 
than Christmastime.” 

GIFTS UNDER THE TREE Through a novel tree-decorating plan, students at St. Jacobs Public School collected more than 2,500 non-perishable 
food items for the Woolwich Community Services food bank. JaSoN KIEFER

NIFTY BUSINESS Floradale’s Grade 6 students put their entrepreneurial skills to good use, raising $420 
for two area food banks in the process. The students posed with (left to right, centre) Grace Brunger and 
Collette Clarke of the Food Bank of Waterloo Region and Don Horloff of Woolwich Community Services. At 
the far right are Junior Achievement volunteer Frances Vegh and Grade 6 teacher Taryn Dowsling.   

maRc mIquEl HElSEN
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P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

FELLOWSHIP •WORSHIP • FAITH • SPIRITUAL • COMMUNITY
                  LOCAL CHURCH                                SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

157 David Street, Wellesley • 519-656-2700

Pastors: Julie Ellison White & Ray Martin

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 519-664-2311

Upbeat Family 
Worship & 

Sunday School 
10:00 am

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale • 519-744-7447
www.kcf.org   •  Pastor Steve Fleming

“Building Relationships with God, 
One Another and the World”

Sundays at 8:30 am & 11 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm 
Impact Youth Fridays at 7:30 pm

Twenty20 Young Adults (2nd & 4th Sunday) at 7:30 pm

Looking for information 
on a faith community?

Places of Faith
Advertise the week-to-week goings-on 
in this community’s best read paper!

Wheelchair accessible • Nursery Care provided • Hearing Assisted

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday December 17th, 2006
9:15 am & 11:00 am

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 2006

St. Aidan’s 
Anglican
Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira • 519-669-8479

Christmas at St. Aidan’s
Sunday, December 16
Choral Prelude 10:15 am

Lessons and Carols 10:30 am

Priest: Reverend Canon David Hartrey

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE LOOK AT

“God’s Gifts at Christmas”
THIS SUNDAY

God’s Gift Exchange

“A different way of doing church”

“Worship While You Wait”
Christmas Eve - “Letters At Christmas”

5:15 pm & 7:00 pm
Childcare for ages 0-2 available at 5:15 pm only

Emmanuel
Evangelical Missionary Church - Elmira

2 First St., Elmira • 519-669-5030

9:30am:
Sunday School 

10:45am:
Sunday Worship

“A family of 
caring believers...” Calvary United

St. Jacobs

Welcome to

FREE Urantia Book
for first time attendees

Speaker: Gord Ahier

For Spiritual Rejuvenation
and Hope come study the 
Urantia Book with us.

For Dates and Time 
please visit 

www.K-WUrantiaSociety.com
Upcoming Topics Include:

Life after Death

Can Angels Write?

9:30 am 
Sunday Worship

10:45 am 
Sunday School 

for all ages

Wellesley
Mennonite
Church

DEATH NOTICE

FAMILYALBUM BIRTH NOTICE

IT’S A BOY!
Keith & Kim Detweiler 

are excited to announce 
the birth of Calvin Keith 
Ronald Detweiler, born 
December 5th weighing 
8 lbs 12 oz. Big sisters 
are Sydney and Halle 
and proud grandpar-
ents are Ron & Maureen 
Garinther and Bev & 
Barb Detweiler-Bowman. 
Special thank you for the 
amazing support of my 
husband Keith and Doula 
Kristy Fraif and for the 
safe and caring delivery 
by Dr. G. Jones.

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Marg and Brian Craig of Heidelberg (formerly of St. Jacobs) 
are thrilled to announce the upcoming marriage of 
their son, Daniel James to Glenna Danielle Riesberry, 
daughter of Susan Wiley of Collingwood and Glenn 
Riesberry of Plattsville. The wedding will take place on 
December 31, 2006 at Faith Evangelical Missionary 
Church, Wasaga Beach, Ontario.

Wishing you both love and all the best now and forever.

BIRTHDAY

Happy 90th Birthday

Eileen Bechtel
December 11, 2006

Love Your Family

THANK YOU

Matthew Horst 
would like to thank

• Martin’s garage ltd.
• St. Jacobs printery ltd.
• Fairway lumber Co. ltd.

For their generous sup-
port and donations made 
to the Waterloo Wolves 
Major Midget AAA Hock-
ey Team. Thank you also 
to family and friends for 
their continued support. 
The Wolves play a tour-
nament in Kelowna B.C. 
in January.

Good Luck Wolves!

JUNE 4
ISABELLA CLEMMER

BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 1ST 
BIRTHDAY 

TO OUR 
LITTLE PEANUT

KNECHTEL, Dorothy Valtina (Erb)
Beloved wife of Joseph Knechtel, of RR1, 
Breslau for 70 years. Passed away peace-
fully at home on Monday, December 11, 
2006, in her 93rd year.

MARSHALL, Marlene Frances
Passed away peacefully, with her family 
by her side at Hamilton Health Science 
Corp. – Henderson Site, on Thursday, De-
cember 7, 2006. at the age of 74 years.
Local relatives are son Scott Marshall and 
his wife Julie of Maryhill.

MARTIN, Lloyd
Passed away peacefully, KW Health Cen-
tre, Kitchener, on Monday, December 11, 
2006, at the age of 76 years.
Local relatives were his sister Vera Bru-
bacher and her husband David of Elmira 
and sister Florence Metzger and her hus-
band Lorne of Elmira.
SEIBERT, Arnetta (nee Weigel)
Passed away, at Leisureworld Care Giv-
ing Centre, Elmira, on Friday, December 
8, 2006.

DEATH NOTICE

Continued from page 24

Stand and deliver

very orderly and me-
thodical way. Imagine, 
here we were, people  
from different parts 
of the world, engaged 
in envisioning hope so 
needed, and the peace so 
desperately desired. We 
were here together pick-
ing olives from trees 
whose branches symbol-
ize peace. 

“Can this be real? Why 
am I so elated?” I asked 
myself. I could never 
have imagined having 
this experience in Ya-
noun. Such were my 
thoughts when we were 
invited together to eat 
food prepared for us by 
the women of the Arab 
family. Wood from dead 
olive branches became a 
fire to heat the pot of tea. 
Fresh bread from the 
primitive ovens covered 
part of the table. A tray 
heaped with rice cooked 
in olive oil and covered 
with almonds and len-
tils looked so delicious. 
Yogurt made from goats’ 
milk awaited our taste 
buds. The Arab women 
in their colourful gar-
ments looked so pleased 
and happy as they mo-
tioned for us to sit and 
eat. Two or three spoons 
were shared as we each 
took food from the tray 
and bowls. Glasses were 

rinsed, refilled, and 
passed along with tea 
saturated with sugar. 
It all tasted so good, en-
hanced by the people en-
joying the time together.

That moment in time 
was almost too sacred 
to take pictures, but I 
did. My heart was all the 
time affirming what I 
was experiencing. This 
was real, and it was 
more than awesome. It 
was transforming and 
transcending. We were 
experiencing hope for 
the future of a people 
divided by hatred and 
oppression, power and 
powerlessness. This mo-
ment, grounded in the 
sacred, can be a step in 
the long journey to a 
peaceful coexistence be-
tween Israelis and Pales-
tinians.

Afterwards, exhausted 
and anticipating a quiet 
evening, I was reflect-
ing on my day’s experi-
ences when there was 
a tapping on the steel 
door. A bit anxious we 
went to the door, opened 
it, and there stood an el-
derly Arab woman. With 
arms outstretched, she 
pushed toward us a tray 
with chicken, rice, veg-
etables, and bread fresh 
from the oven. I can still 
see her face beaming as 
she expressed thanks 

and appreciation to us 
on behalf of her village. 
They had experienced 
a good day. The olives 
were being picked. 
They would have money 
again. There was no ha-
rassment by the settlers, 
because we, and the vol-
unteers from Rabbis for 
Human Rights, were 
there with them. 

That evening I went 
to the window to look 
toward the hills and to 
consider, as the psalm-
ist would say, “from 
where comes my help?” 
What did I see? I saw 
the Israeli outpost stra-
tegically located on the 
hilltop to protect the 
settlers. It was well lit. I 
had heard of the search-
lights, which fortunately 
weren’t beaming toward 
us tonight. Quickly I 
was brought back to 
the reality of how life 
is here in Yanoun. Yet, I 
was here, and I not only 
saw peace at work, I ex-
perienced peace at work 
as we picked olives and 
shared food together. I 
had a foretaste of how 
life can be in a time and 
at a place where I least 
expected it. 

Clint Rohr, a resident 
of St. Jacobs, recently re-
turned from a visit to the 
West Bank 

Family Album 
 deadline is 

Wednesdays by 5pm

THE NEXT GENERATION  Despite the daily struggle of life in the West Bank, kids still find a way to enjoy 
some of the joys of childhood.
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Silver bells become sirens for the farm sector
Seasonal tidings can’t mask the gravity of Canada’s farm plight

It looks like small 
farms are in big trou-
ble.

Earlier this week, the 
Guelph-based Institute 
of Agri-Food Policy In-
novation (www.iafpi.ca) 
revealed a study that said 
more than half of Cana-
da’s farms, those that had 
under $100,000 in annual 
sales from 1999-2004, are 
too small to be economi-
cally viable.

Unfortunately, says the 
institute, it gets worse. 
Even farms with sales of 
$250,000 or less, which 
comprise 73 per cent of 
Canada’s farms, may not 
be sustainable in the long 
term.

The institute says the 
only way they can make it 
is if they have high profit-
margin niche crops, or 
get bigger. 

Some pursue niches. 
But most farmers grow 

conventional crops (corn 
and soybeans, mostly) 
like others in their trade. 
Margins are slim, some-
times even nil, which is 
one reason there’s a con-
stant call for support.

Now, it looks like their 
prospects, just like their 
margins, are slim.       

According to the insti-
tute, this problem isn’t 
limited to Ontario. Prov-
ince by province, the in-
stitute says large farms 
are faring much better 
than their smaller coun-
terparts.

David Sparling, the in-
stitute’s executive direc-
tor, says all is not lost. It’s 
still possible to make an 
excellent living farming 
in Canada, he says … but 
only if you’re a big farmer, 
or if you sell niche crops. 
Larger farms continue to 
grow, profit and invest in 
their businesses, he says. 

The farm community 
has long contended one-
size-fits-all programs 
don’t work in agricul-
ture. Differences abound 
between big farms and 
small farms, related to 
economies of scale. When 
profits are slim, as they’ve 
been for decades, farmers 
who are growing conven-
tional crops must sell as 
much volume as they can 
to get ahead. The lower 
the volume, the smaller 
the overall profit.   

This puts governments 
in impossible, unavoid-
able positions.

Politically, there’s no 
way smaller farmers can 
be left out in the cold. 
Even if they aren’t as eco-

nomically viable as big 
farmers, funneling as-
sistance away from small 
farmers just wouldn’t 
work. The headlines 
would be deadly; the op-
position parties would 
be merciless. People like 
farmers, and the optics of 
any government pulling 
the plug on the sector’s 
most vulnerable segment 
would be brutal.  

But the overall farm 
economy and the tight 
margins aren’t likely to 
improve soon. Globally, 
there’s been no move-
ment toward solving the 
worldwide low commod-
ity price predicament, 
and – speaking of small 
– Canada is not big 

enough to change that 
by itself. 

Policy wise, if govern-
ments are going to keep 
all farmers in business, 
and not encourage small 
farmers to expand, they 
need to help create op-
portunities for them to 
be profitable. Right now, 
if money can be made 
in niches, that’s where 
small farmers need to 
head, with governments 
leading the way. 

This hasn’t been lost 
on ministries or depart-
ments of agriculture. 
Some put appreciable 
resources into manage-
ment training for farm-
ers, helping them adjust 
to new realities, which 
includes helping to iden-
tify and engaging nich-
es. In fact, the institute 
that came up with this 
week’s economic analy-
sis is a joint effort of 

the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, and the 
Ontario Agricultural 
College at the University 
of Guelph.    

Changing an entire sec-
tor, practically and cul-
turally, takes time. Some 
say the bio economy, par-
ticularly growing crops 
for fuel, such as ethanol 
and biodiesel, will im-
prove profits. Ontario 
has legislated manda-
tory ethanol blends in 
gasoline, which is a step 
in the right direction 
toward a coordinated 
approach to addressing 
farm problems and help-
ing the environment. 
Maybe it’s a template 
that can be used to look 
outside the energy sec-
tor, too, for even more 
attempts to help farmers. 
As the institute’s report 
shows, help is needed.

Wellesley
ushers in
the season

www.woolwichobserver.com

TEL: 519-669-5790 • 1-888-966-5942
FAX: 519-669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

All of our Travel Contest winners get a 
snazzy Observer T-Shirt - come down

and pick your shirt up today!

TROY (LEFT) 
AND SCOTT 
CLEMMER 
AT ISLAND 
DOLPHIN CARE 
FOR TROY’S 
THERAPY 
SWIM.
KEY LARGO,
FLORIDA

LAVERNE LOGEL 
AND LAURA 
(TAKING THE 
PICTURE) VISIT 
MILE ZERO AT
THE EXTREME 
EAST OF 
CANADA.

ST. JOHN’S, 
NEWFOUNDLAND

See the world ... don’t forget the essentials.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

ENLIGHTENING Long-time Lions Club member Earl Coxon 
flicked the switch to turn of the Tree of Lights during the Wellesley 
Christmas Tyme festivities Dec. 8. 

MAKING FRIENDS Sarah Eadie, 7, pets Moe the camel at the nativity 
scene. He was a popular attraction. 

THE MRS Mrs. Claus rode on her own float, rocking in her chair and waving 
at the children during the parade.  

HO HO HO Santa Claus jingles his sleigh bells and greets the crowds 
of boys and girls lining Queen’s Bush and Nafziger roads during the 
parade in Wellesley. 

ROCKING SINGER Wellesley Idol 
winner Jessi Elgood sang “Jingle 
Bell Rock” during the tree-lighting  
ceremony.

QUEENLY DUTY Wellesley-North 
Easthope ambassador Heather 
Taylor of St. Agatha waves to 
people lining the streets for the 
parade.

PHoToS BY DESIREE FINHERT
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REALESTATE

Helping you is what we do.

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

519-669-3192www.Royallepage.ca/Elmira

OFFICE LOCATED AT 90 EARL MARTIN DR., UNIT 1, ELMIRA

Elmira@Royallepage.ca

*SALES REPRESENTATIVE ** BROKER OF RECORD

Carolyn Sullivan*

Darren Romkey*

Dale Keller*

Laurie Langdon*

Shanna Rozema*

Sharon Farr*

Bonnie Brubacher**

Monique Brubacher*

ELMIRA
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

$317,900, ELMIRA A well kept 
home with unique features! 
Ceramic & hardwood flooring, 
2-way fireplace in living room 
& dining room, 3 bedrooms, 
main floor laundry, sunroom 
w/built in BBQ and walkout to 
deck and mature fenced yard. 
NEW MLS.

$319,900, DRAYTON This 
lovely raised 3+ bedroom 
home features newer laminate 
flooring, master en-suite with 
whirlpool tub, a new roof, 
a 36’ x 36’ shed and tons of 
space to play outside! MLS.

$259,000, DRAYTON This gor-
geous Victorian home has 4 
levels of living space, natural 
woodwork, hardwood flooring 
and a spacious yard featuring 
a water fountain and charm-
ing perennial gardens! MLS.

EXECUTIVE BUNGALOW
$454,900, ELMIRA Beautiful 
bungalow with double french 
doors to open concept great 
room, dining room, and kitch-
en, mainflr master bdrm, huge 
finished rec room with attrac-
tive oak bar and wood stove, 
3 season sunroom with hot 
tub, and inground pool! MLS.

VICTORIAN ChARM

4 ACRES OF COUNTRy LIVING

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW IN BIRDLAND

ROOM TO GROW 
Open Concept 3 
bedroom backsplit 
on large rural lot. 
Walk-out to patio & 
deck, overlooking 
farm at rear yard, 
finished family room 
with new woodstove 
on brick hearth. 
School is only min-
utes away. MLS.

GARY EHRLICH
Broker • Trius Realty, Inc., Brokerage 

PHONE 519-579-7733

Details @ website: http://garyehrlich.point2agent.com

Coach House Realty 
 Inc. Brokerage

OFFICE PHONE: 519-343-2124
159 William St., Palmerston (Across from Home Hardware)

DRAYTON: Take a look at this quality built, 2 
yr old, all brick bungalow, 3+1 bedrms, 3 baths, 
kitchen w/maple cupboards, breakfast bar, 
popular open concept design, lots of windows, 
greatrm w/cathedral ceiling, cent air & vac, main 
flr laundry, finished basement w/walkout to ga-
rage, fenced yard. Worth a Look! Call Kathy Rob-
inson, Sales Rep, 519-343-4816. MLS 0641308.

$322,900

PALMERSTON: This raised bungalow has every-
thing you’d want and need! Attractive! Immacu-
late! Move right in! Spacious lot 67x164 with rear 
country view. Eat-in kit, lovely cupboards, formal 
livrm, 2+2 bedrms, 2 bathrms, spacious L-shaped 
familyrm, oversized garage, cement driveway, 
rear patio, nice back yard. Call Marg Sorensen, 
Sales Rep, 519-343-4489. MLS 0631611.$239,000

MOOREFIELD: Brick home w/garage on a beau-
tiful half acre lot backing onto greenbelt with 
view of the river. 3+1 bedrooms, 2 baths, updat-
ed kitchen, nice cupboards, finished basement, 
walk-out to backyard, wood heating stove in re-
croom, storageroom/workshop (23x12), covered 
rear sunporch. Worth a look! Call Edith McArthur, 
Sales Rep, 519-638-2509. MLS 0641625.$194,900

4.7 ACRES, $599,900
Beautiful country setting along Grand River between 
West Montrose and Elora. 2 storey, four bedroom home 
with pool and barn. Call to view 519-669-2219.

COUNTRY PROPERTY

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

LILA
BILLING
Broker

Res: 519-669-0933

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

COUNTRY LIVING 15 min. from 
Waterloo. Custom built. HUGE oak 
kitchen open to fam. rm. Main floor 
master (w/ensuite). Main floor laundry. 
Walkout basement.  Rec. room, 
2 bedrooms & bath down. MLS 
REDUCED TO $409,900.

2 YR. OLD SEMI — Great location! 
128' deep lot (fenced). Ceramic 
and laminate on main floor. 2 
baths. Large master bedroom. 
Vaulted ceiling in great room (with 
walkout). Central air. Single garage. 
NEW MLS $229,000.

UNIQUE, OPEN CONCEPT home 
backing to acres of wooded parkland! 
Bungalow w/loft. Cathedral ceiling. Lge. 
dining rm. Main flr. laundry. Dble. garage 
w/stairs to finished bsmt. (2 bdrms., 
rec. room & bath). Professionally 
landscaped. Private patio area. Brick 
drive. NEW MLS $389,900.

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING! Lots of 
house. Main flr. master. 3 bdrms 
& bath upstairs. Cozy main flr. 
fam. rm. Two gas fireplaces + 
woodstove. Spacious L.R. & D.R. 
Hardwood floors. Updated rec. 
room & office in lower level. Dble. 
Concr. drive. MLS $309,900.

PARK-LIKE YARD in DRAYTON w/
stream & bridge. Sidesplit w/many 
updates - gas furnace & CAC, siding 
replaced, most windows replaced. 
Laundry/bathrm. addition. Gas fireplace. 
Triple drive. NEW MLS $224,900.

MUST SELL!
REDUCED
$199,000

ELMIRA - 3 bedroom 
home with detached 1½ 
garage with work shop 
and a 10’x12’ shed.  
Hydro and plumbing 
updated. Meticulously 
clean and ready to 
move in! Everything ne-
gotiable.

Immediate possession. 
Call 519-669-1074

to view.

THE GREATEST 
RESULTS FOR SELLING 

YOUR HOME

composting. In 2005 the 
region converted 204 tons 
of Christmas trees into 
mulch.

While reducing waste 
management is top prior-
ity for the region, other 
organizations are push-
ing for an environmen-
tally sound Christmas.

The Conservation 
Council of Ontario, 
for instance, recently 
launched its E.N.D. to 
waste campaign, calling 
on residents to reduce the 
demand for electricity by 
purchasing electronic 
gifts that are Energy-ef-
ficient, Natural and Du-
rable.

“Christmas is the most 
important time of year to 
remember to conserve,” 
said Chris Winter, execu-
tive director of the chari-
table association of 44 pro-
vincial and local organi-
zations. “The appliances 
and electronics you buy 
for Christmas will drain 
electricity year round, so 
you should make sure to 
buy the most energy-effi-
cient models.”

For the environmental 
group EcoAction Teams, 
adherence to the three Rs 
– reduce, reuse, recycle 
– makes for a hollier, jol-
lier Christmas.

“If all Canadians re-
used paper and gift bags 
for just three items, we 
would save enough paper 
to cover 45,000 hockey 
rinks,” the group noted 
in a pre-holiday release. 

“If every family pro-
duced one less kilogram 

Waste not,
want not

of waste during the holi-
days, we would produce 
34,000 tons less garbage.”

In an effort to reduce 
waste this Boxing Day 
the organization com-
piled ways to reduce one’s 
“waste” line, such as: 

• Giving edible gifts 
– homemade cookies, 
cakes, nuts or dried fruit 
– in reusable containers’

• Donate money to a 
worthy cause in the re-
cipient’s name;

• Gift certificates are 
small in size but can per-
petuate family time to-
gether: visits to a movie, 
theatre or restaurant;

• Decorate using bio-
degradable materials: 
popcorn balls, cranberry 
garlands and wreathes 
of pinecones, evergreen 
branches and berries;

• When hosting large 
parties, rent tables, 
chairs, plates and cutlery 
or borrow from friends;

• Use LED lights to con-
serve energy when put-
ting up Christmas lights;

• Gifts such as mem-
berships to a gym, art 
lessons or other all-year 
activities are low-waste 
items that keep giving all 
year long;

• Reuse quality gift 
bags, ribbon and bows for 
disguising presents. 

The region will be 
collecting Christmas 
trees for composting in 
Woolwich Township Jan. 
8 and in Elmira Jan. 9. 
Wellesley Township resi-
dents can deposit their 
trees at the public works 
depot until mid-January.  

Continued from page 23
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Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs, 

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

NaNcy Koebel
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 217

Home: 519-747-4388

SaNdi Radcliffe
Bus: 519-895-2044, ext. 312 

Home: 519-669-8944

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess.

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca
Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Sharon Gingrich
519-291-6763

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY

OR NEW BABY?

390 ARTHUR ST. S., 519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL 

• PROPANE 
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

New college party trick: vaseline, twinkies & tonic water

T: 519-669-2033
Cell: 519-581-7868

“A Good Job Done Every Time”

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
PERSONALIZED SERVICE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Rugs & Upholstery

1101 Rivers Edge Drive
West Montrose, ON N0B 2V0

Colleen

Elmira
Truck

Service
Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management

519-669-5377

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE, NATURAL GAS
AND AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519-664-2008 
1-800-410-1141

SANYO
CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   519-669-1591

Home
Auto
Life
RRSP
Business
Farm
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison
Agent/Owner

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
25 Industrial Dr., Elmira, On  N3B 3K3

Bus.: 519-669-2632  Fax: 519-669-4282
After Hours Emergency Services: 1-800-465-2667

email: allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
Internet: www.cooperators.ca

C o n s t r u c t i v e 
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

KEITH BLAIR B.Sc., DD
MYLAN TRAM-BLAIR DD

519-884-9298
28 Young St. E. Waterloo

Let us make you smile!

10
Years

For All Your Denture Needs
New Patients Always Welcome

MILLWRIGHTS
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

519-669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

Q.  Two new Year’s eve cham-
pagne puzzlers:  Why do the 
bubbles in the drink rise so 
much faster than beer bub-
bles, and exactly how fast 
does the cork fly, for those 
carelessly popping it in a 
nearby celebrant’s direction? 

A.  Beer is loaded with 
proteins that stick to the 
uprising bubbles, creat-
ing drag that slows their 
ascent, says Jearl Walker.  
As for champagne pres-
sure, it’s about six times 
normal atmospheric 
pressure (15 x 6 = 90 psi), 
which can send the cork 
shooting out at about 50 
km/hr (30 mph), more 
than enough to badly in-
jure an eye.  
Q.  How much could someone ac-
complish using literally only half 
a brain?  You can probably guess 
how medical science determined 
the answer to this one.

A.  This situation arises 

in “hemispherectomy,” 
or surgical removal of the 
entire right or left hemi-
sphere of the brain.  In one 
such case, says David G. 
Myers in Psychology, a five-
year-old boy had severe 
seizures, causing a dete-
riorating left hemisphere, 
which was removed.  What 
hope for the future would 
such a child have?  Amaz-
ingly, he later actually 
scored well above average 
on intelligence tests, com-
pleted college and attended 
graduate school.  At last re-
port he was an executive.

Yet half his skull was 
filled with nothing but  
cerebrospinal fluid – func-
tionally it might as well be 
sawdust. Although para-
lyzed on the right side, this 
man testifies to the brain’s 
extraordinary powers of 
reorganizing before it is 
fully developed. When 

one brain area is dam-
aged, others may in time 
take over some of its func-
tions as nearby neurons 
make new connections.  
But our brains are most 
plastic when young.  “One 
Johns Hopkins medical 
team, reflecting on the 58 
child hemispherectomies 
they have performed, re-
ports being ‘awed’ by how 
well children retain their 
memory, personality and 
humour.”
Q.  You’re a deep-sea diver 
suddenly in the eightfold 
clutches of a giant octopus.  
What hope do you have?

A.  Little or none, if you 
take to heart the beastly 
tales of Jules Verne, Vic-

tor Hugo and Hollywood, 
says biologist Marty 
Crump in Headless Males 
Make Great Lovers. 

But in fact these alien-
looking creatures are 
generally shy, gentle ani-
mals that would rather 
hide than fight. 

Occasionally a diver 
will get “enveloped” by 
an octopus, whose suck-
er-clad muscular arms 
investigate every curve 
of this unknown object.  
Be advised:  Stay calm 
and still until the octopus 
decides you’re not edible 
and releases its grip.

Octopuses are playful, 
intelligent animals whose 
arms move separately or 

work together to crawl 
along the ocean floor.  
Such high level of coordi-
nation requires a highly 
developed brain, making 
them at least as smart 
as the average house cat.  
Yet inquisitiveness can be 
their undoing as they ex-
plore secluded crannies to 
use as dens.  “Four thou-
sand years ago, Egyp-
tians fished for octopus 
the same as fishermen to-
day: by submerging jars, 
pots, kegs and just wait-
ing for octopuses to climb 
inside.”
Q.  at certain college parties, 
students will smear their bod-
ies with Vaseline petroleum 
jelly or the cream filling of 
Twinkies snack food, while sip-
ping tonic water. Can you shed 
some light on these doings?

A.  These “Twinkies 
and Vaseline” parties use 
black light (ultraviolet 

light) from an ultraviolet 
lamp, says Jearl Walker 
in The Flying Circus of 
Physics.  Some component 
of the jelly and cream fill-
ing, perhaps an aromatic 
hydrocarbon, fluoresces 
by absorbing the ultravio-
let light and emitting vis-
ible blue light; likewise, 
quinine in the tonic water 
may help produce the ee-
rie blue glow.  Fluorescent 
paints on walls, t-shirts 
washed in “whiter-than-
white” detergents, black 
light posters can similarly 
captivate the eye.

Police have also been 
known to use the Vase-
line effect to track objects 
passing through crimi-
nal hands.  “Certain 
aromatic hydrocarbons 
will bind to the Vaseline, 
whose chance smudges 
can later be identified un-
der ultraviolet light.”

Denture

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.
KITCHENER

519-744-9770

Since 1987 - DentureTech
        1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service 
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Free COnSuLtAtIOn

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA

519-669-1535

Woolwich Seniors Association -  Join us daily and 
participate in a wide range of activities including 
snooker, quilting, movies, bridge, fitness and more! 
For more information call 519-669-5044. 24 Snyder 
Ave. S., Elmira. 

Dinosaurs, Rocks, Minerals and More – Open 
daily, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; free; Earth Sciences 
Museum, University of Waterloo, Waterloo. 519-
888-4567 ext. 32469.

December 16 
St. Clements Santa Claus Parade – 1 p.m. Start at 
Herrgott Road, ending at Peter Street, St. Clements. 

Meet the Nutcracker Prince and Sugar Plum Fairy 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Donations to food bank appreciated. 
Inspirations Dancewear, 54 Queen St. S., Kitchener. 
519-743-6699.

Amazing Grace Christmas Musical. 7 p.m. (Sunday 
6 p.m.); free; First Baptist Church, 306 Erb St. W., 
Waterloo. 519-886-6530. 

December 17
Dessert Café! Elmira Theatre company fundraiser at 
new theatre – 76 Howard Ave., Elmira. Entertainment 
by ETC members and friends; $5 at door includes 
beverage and $1 for dessert plate. All proceeds to 
our building fund. For more info call 519-669-3230.

27th Annual Alma Santa Claus Parade at 2 p.m., Main 
St., Alma. Young and old alike enjoy the event so plan 
to attend. You can enjoy the parade from your car of 
by standing along the main street. The Alma Optimists 
serve complementary hot chocolate and cookies 
to everyone after the parade. Just look for the Alma 
Optimists booth located at the gas stations.  Settlers 
Creek will be providing a post parade concert.

December 19
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. Meat loaf, mashed potatoes, salad, 
roll, Christmas pudding and sauce, beverage $8. 
Soup and roll to go $2. Wheelchair accessible, 
everyone welcome. 2 Cross St., Elmira.

December 22
H.U.G. S. Program 9:15-11 a.m. Childcare begins 
at 9:30 a.m. For parents and their children (0-5 
yr). Topic: Cookie Swap, Social Time. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre. 

December 23
Country Christmas Visits with Father Christmas, 
wagon rides, carol singing, 1 – 4 p.m. $6, $4 
senior/student, $3 child, under 4 free. Doon 
Heritage Crossroads, 10 Hron Rd., Kitchener. 
519-748-1914.

December 31
Second Annual New Years Eve Gourmet Dinner 
Take out dinner from Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 
Cross St., Elmira. Cheeseball appetizers, roasted 
red pepper and tomato soup, freshly baked 
croissant, salad with raspberry vinaigrette, 6 oz 
maple and ginger glazed salmon fillet with wild 
rice pilaf, asparagus spears with hollandaise 
sauce and chocolate truffle cheesecake with 
raspberry coulis. $25 per person. We deliver or 
you pick up between 5-7 p.m. Advance tickets 
only by calling the church office 519-669-2852 
or Lee and Diane at 519-669-8217. 

New Year’s Community Celebration  Free 
skating and swimming, 7 p.m. at RIM Park, 
Albert McCormick Community Centre, Waterloo 
Memorial Recreation Complex; Waterloo, 519-
884-5363.
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Mon.-Thurs. 8-6;   Fridays  8-9;
Saturdays  8-5;   Sundays  12-5

1421 King St. N, St. Jacobs
519-664-3301

www.homefurniture.ca Visit our appliance dept.

HOME

For the Holidays!

SAVE

SAVE

ALL CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
& INSTOCK HOME ACCESSORIES

25%OFF
Come in and see our Great

Gift Ideas for Christmas and 
Pick Up Your Free Gift.

Regular
Priced
Items
Only

* One per customer, while quantities last.

John Mahood kids let it shine for Christmas

BRILLIANT Erika Ferenczy and Cameron Presseault perform “One Little Candle” 
with the morning Kindergarten class during the concert. 

BIG SMILES  Madison Liese smiles at 
parents and teachers. 

LET IT SHINE Samuel Grant (left) and Simon Zenker sing “This Little Light of Mine” with 
the afternoon Kindergarten class during the Dec. 12 show.

DRESSED TO IMPRESS Kelsey Fleming (left), Ashlyn Trinkaus, Courtney Trudel and Quentin 
Mayer sing out during John Mahood PS annual holiday show.

GIVE ME A ... Sonya Martin is the 
letter C during the ABCs of Christmas.

PHoToS BY PaT mERlIHaN
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DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
YOUR CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILERS 

ARE GIVING YOU A SPECIAL GIFT.

Wise customers read the fi ne print: † ¥ These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on vehicles equipped as described. All offers exclude freight ($1,300) license, insurance, registration, up to $75 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Offers subject to change without notice. Retailer order or trade may 
be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specifi c pricing details and conditions. ¥ 3 For Free is a limited time offer and applies to all new in-stock 2006 vehicles (excluding Sprinter) and selected 2007 vehicles fi nanced or leased through Chrysler Financial O.A.C.. Offer applies only to retail deliveries 
from dealer inventory. Finance customers will receive a cheque for their fi rst 3 monthly payments (to a maximum of $1500). Lease customers will have their fi rst lease payment paid (to a maximum of $500) and will receive a cheque for the next 2 payments (to a maximum of $1000). Customers may elect an alternative $1250 discount offer. All amounts 
include taxes. Offer subject to change without notice. See participating retailers for complete details. † Lease based on a 48 month term for 2007 Dodge Caravan (28S + MWG): total lease obligation is $15,516 with $1,500 down @ 4.0% lease APR; 2007 Dodge Grand Caravan (28S + MWG): total lease obligation is $18,156 with $1,500 down @ 3.8% lease 

APR; 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab ST 4x4 (26A+AHC+ALS+DSA+NHM): total lease obligation is $17,052 with $1,500 down @ 1.9% lease APR. First month’s payment (if applicable), down payment, any retailer administration fees and up to $75 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600 
for 48 month terms; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres.  Based on U.S. National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2007 model year Dodge Caravan, Grand Caravan, and Ram 1500. ‡ Visit www.daimlerchrysler.ca/aeroplan or a participating Chrysler Jeep Dodge retailer for 
complete program details including a list of eligible vehicles. Program subject to change without notice. º You are automatically entered when you purchase or lease an eligible Chrysler Jeep Dodge vehicle during the contest period. Weekly contests close at 11:59 pm (E.T.) each Monday between November 13, 
2006 and January 2, 2007. No purchase necessary. Full contest details including no purchase entry available at www.daimlerchrysler.ca/aeroplan and participating retailers. ® Aeroplan is a Registered Trademark of Aeroplan Limited Partnership. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

EARN 40,000 Aeroplan® Miles when you 
purchase or lease an eligible new vehicle.*

REDEEM Aeroplan Miles and 
save on a new vehicle.*AEROPLAN MILES‡

1,000,000
WINEnter our weekly draw to:

• 3.3L 170 hp V6 engine • Automatic transmission • Air conditioning • Power windows & locks • Sunscreen glass • Roof Rack 
• Advanced multistage front airbags • Speed control • Remote keyless entry • Child Seat Anchor System

• 
 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front impact

2007 Dodge Caravan

+

$292
†

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!4.0%

Lease APR

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

• 3.3L 170 hp V6 engine • Advanced multistage front air bags • Air conditioning • Power heated fold away mirrors, windows & locks 
• Child-seat anchor system • Cloth-faced seating surfaces • AM/FM stereo with CD player & 4 speakers 

•   
fold in floor seating • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS • 

 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front & Side impact

2007 Dodge Grand Caravan

+

$347
†

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!3.8%

Lease APR

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab® ST 4x4 – Fall Value Package
• 5.7L HEMI® V8 with MDS • 5 speed automatic  • Speed control • Air conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo• Trailer tow group • Anti-spin rear differential 

FALL VALUE PACKAGE INCLUDES • 17 inch chrome wheels • Chrome body side mouldings • Power windows and locks 
• Power heated mirrors • Remote keyless entry • 40/20/40 split front bench seat • Body colour sport grille • Limited Edition badging 

• 
 
NHTSA 5 Star Ω Front impact

+

$324
†

1.9%

Lease APR

per month for 48 months 
with $1,500 down payment

$0 Security Deposit

Lease for

We’ll make 
your first 
3 months 
payments!

Lease offer cannot be combined with 
Aeroplan Earn Miles offer.

We’ll make your first 3 months payments! ¥

JUST ANNOUNCED! 
NOW AVAILABLE ON ALL '06 AND SELECT '07 MODELS¥

HURRY!
OFFERS

END
JAN.2ND

T: 10.25 in

T
: 15 in
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