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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A fire at Elmira’s Chemtura Corporation 
was allowed to burn out Wednesday 
morning (Mar. 29), while firefighters 
worked to keep the flames from spread-

ing. For as-yet undetermined reasons, a tank 
used in the manufacturing of synthetic oil ignit-
ed shortly after 8:30 a.m., sending a thick black 
plume into the sky visible for more than 20 kilo-
metres.

“The decision to let 
them burn out was 
made because we’d 
have to send somebody 
in [to the plant] to de-
termine where the fire 
started. We didn’t have 
that information, so 
the strategy was to do 
a controlled burn,” ex-
plained Dwight Este, 
environmental health 
and safety engineer at 
Chemtura, formerly 
Crompton Co.

“We couldn’t attack 
the fire with water 
because it would have 
made it a worse situation. … The material reacts 
with air and water, so our strategy to attack this 
fire was to let it burn out.”

Chemtura’s own firefighters were quickly 
joined at the scene by their Elmira and Florad-
ale counterparts. Paramedics also attended. 

A 40-year-old employee was burned on his left 
forearm during the incident, director of manu-
facturing Ron Lackner told the Observer.

“The doctor said they’re not serious injuries.”
The 1,200-kilogram (2,600 lb) outdoor tank con-

tained triethyaluminum (25 per cent) and de-
ceme (75 per cent) – it was “nearly full” when the 
fire broke out. Investigators were quick to deter-
mine the plume was of little concern to public 

Plume not a health concern; 
company apologizes for incident

UP IN SMOKE Outdoor storage 
tank explodes for reasons yet to 
be determined.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich resi-
dents are pre-
pared to contrib-
ute to the major 

fundraising push needed 
to finance construction of 
recreation facilities in the 
township, a new report sug-
gests.

A feasibility study by a 
Waterloo-based company 
specializing in fundrais-
ing campaigns shows wide-
spread support for a multi-
use facility in Elmira, as 
well as community centres 
in Breslau, Conestogo and 
Maryhill. Glen Boy and Ni-
gel Wallace of Campaign 
Coaches presented their 
findings Wednesday eve-
ning to the Woolwich Recre-
ation Facilities Foundation.

The consultants recom-
mended the group launch 
a fundraising campaign 
with a target of $3.8 mil-
lion. Having researched the 
market over the past couple 
of months – including a se-
ries of interviews and focus 
groups – they determined 
strong public interest ex-
ists, especially for the multi-
purpose complex that would 
replace the aging arena and 
pool in Elmira.

Woolwich 
ready to 
back rec. 

expansion, 
says report
Major fundraising 
campaign to be 

launched for new 
recreation facilities

FLAME ON  A tank used in the production of synthetic oil ignited at Elmira’s Chemtura Corporation Wednesday 
morning, prompting officials to warn local neighbours to shelter-in-place. The cause of the fire remains under 
investigation.
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safety.
 “The contents of the fire 

itself is typical of a com-
bustion fire. It contains 
particulates, smoke, car-
bon monoxide and carbon 
dioxide, and also contains 
compounds of aluminum 
oxide,” said Olaf Heinzel, 
Waterloo Regional Police 
communications officer. 
“The health risk is lim-
ited to the smoke and the 
particulate.”

Several people in the 
area reported hearing a 
series of “booms” soon 
after the fire broke out, 
which was the tank con-
tents reacting with water 
used to keep the flames 
from spreading, Este 
noted. 

“There was no formal 
evacuation taken place as 
a result of this incident. 
However, the automatic 
dialer system – known 
as the Community Alert 
Network – was initiated 
at 9:05 this morning,” 
Heinzel explained. “The 
residents in the immedi-
ate area were advised of 

the situation here and a 
cancellation notice went 
out again at 9:57.”

Neither the Woolwich 
Township nor the Wa-
terloo Region emergency 
plans was initiated.

While many nearby 
residents remained in 
their homes, at least one 
decided to leave the area. 
Erb Street resident Laura 
Kirk, who is four months 
pregnant, was watching 
television in her apart-
ment when the fire be-
gan.

“I don’t know if it was 
explosions but they were 
quite loud. I went to the 
window and I saw em-
ployees evacuating and I 
heard a siren – it sound-
ed like a fire truck was 
coming. I just grabbed 
my clothes and ran out,” 
she recalled. “Then I 
noticed that there were 
open flames in the clos-
est building next to our 
house. So, I said ‘I’m not 
going to take any chanc-
es,’ and get out of there.

“It appeared when the 
fire trucks arrived that 

they weren’t really extin-
guishing right away, so I 
didn’t know if there was 
added risk of an explo-
sion; I just didn’t want to 
take any chances.”

As a result of the fire, all 
activities at the chemical 
plant have temporarily 
ceased. 

“We shut down immedi-
ately – the entire plant,” 
Lackner said, adding that 
stoppage will last “until 
we get to the root cause of 
the incident.”

Emergency personnel 
and Chemtura officials 
are working together to 
determine what set off 
the fire.

The financial repercus-
sions of the shutdown 
will depend largely on 
how long it takes to get 
up and running again. 
The synthetic oil process 
accounts for about 30 per 
cent of the plant’s manu-
facturing.

Driving in from Water-
loo, Woolwich Mayor Bill 
Strauss first learned of 
the fire when he saw the 
black plume rising.

“I was coming up the 
highway shortly after it 
started and I was hoping 
it was a sugar bush fire, 
but it wasn’t,” he said, 
noting he went directly to 
the plant “to see how seri-
ous” it was. “The flames 
were high for a little 
while, but they brought 
them down under control 
in a short time.”

This was the first ma-
jor incident at the plant 
since June 11, 2004, when 
a fire ignited in a waste-
water holding tank and 
exploded. It soon spread 
to a second tank, which 
also exploded. 

The cause was eventu-
ally traced to an unusual 
layer of combustible sol-
vent that was floating on 
the water’s surface. The 
resulting formation of 
gas between the liquid 
and the tank’s cap was 
ignited by an unknown 
source.

New technology was in-
stalled to prevent a simi-
lar occurrence in the 
wastewater treatment 
system.

“We apologize to the 
community for this in-
cident,” Lackner said 
Wednesday morning. 
“Our safety/environmen-
tal record has been im-

Plant shut down until cause of fire determined

proving over the last two, 
three years and we’ll get 
to the root cause of this 
incident. We’ll start our 
plant up safely when we 
find out the cause of it.”

Continued from cover

PAT MERLIHAN

FIREFIGHTERS JOIN FORCES Responding to the fire at Chemtura 
Corporation Wednesday, firefighters from Elmira and Floradale teamed 
up with the company’s own fire department.
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Cleanup effort 
pending for Lot 91

EDSS students kick off a week of music, drama, dance and visual arts for April
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Flaring tempers played a role in two 
minor collisions on the streets of Elmira 
Mar. 24, say police. At about 7:25 a.m., 
three vehicles were heading west on 
Southfield Drive, near New Jerusalem 
Road when the incident began.
As one of the drivers attempted to pass, 

a vehicle ahead moved to block their path 
and a minor collision resulted. A second 
collision subsequently occurred when 
one of the vehicles was struck from be-
hind in front of the Tim Horton’s coffee 
shop – they had turned around following 
the first collision.
No charges had been laid at press time; 

the investigation continues. Police are 
asking witnesses to contact them at 570-
3000 ext. 3319.

Waterloo Region’s controversial plan to 
designate as environmentally sensitive 
some properties in the township found 
no objections at Woolwich council this 
week. Director of engineering and plan-
ning Dave Gosnay reported staff had re-
viewed the latest draft of the proposal, 
finding no significant concerns.
The environmentally sensitive land-

scapes (ESL) plan calls for restrictions 
on the creation of new lots in the af-
fected area outside existing settlement 
boundaries, and limits development to 
uses deemed compatible with the envi-
ronmental features. New development 
would have to pass a series of hurdles, 
including there be no adverse environ-
mental impacts on natural features, ex-
isting corridors or water quality.
Much of the proposed Laurel Creek 

Headwaters ESL rests in Wellesley Town-
ship, though it also includes the south-
western corner of Woolwich and small 
areas of Wilmot and Waterloo. The issue 
has galvanized many landowners in op-
position, and has been a larger political 
issue in Wellesley, where council was 
split in its support for the regional plan.

Efforts to oust non-elected members 
from the Grand River Conservation Au-
thority board don’t have the backing of 
Wellesley councillors. Meeting as the ad-
ministration and finance committee Mar. 
28, councillors joined with Haldimand 
County council to support the existing 
board structure.
The move comes on the heels of a mo-

tion from East Garafraxa calling for the 
board to exclude non-elected members 
who “maintain the financial integrity of 
each municipality and who are respon-
sible to their constituents for sound fi-
nancial decisions.”

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Singing the praises of unconvention-
al thinking, the organizer of an arts 
week at EDSS wants her fellow stu-
dents to stretch their artistic imagi-

nations.
“The musician in me believes it is my 

role in society to pause and reflect on what 
is happening in our world,” Keri Martin 
wrote in her activities application to the 
school.

“While I support our athletic program 
and encourage school spirit, I felt that our 
drama, musical and visual arts students 
also (need) support,” the Grade 12 student 
explained.

“We just wanted to get out there and show 
the community what students at our high 
school are doing.”

The week will kick off with a three-part 
assembly for students and teachers Apr. 3. 
The top three finishers in the EDSS Idol 
contest will be giving their final competi-
tion performance, on which students will 
base their deciding vote. Also at the Mon-
day assembly will be performances by stu-
dents from Encore Dance studio and per-

cussionist/alumnus Adam Bowman.
The week will get into full swing Mon-

day evening when friends and parents are 
invited to the University Avenue school 
to enjoy a classically-based concert. The 
headliner of the evening will be the Sal-
vation Army youth band, Impact Brass, 
followed by the schools string orchestra, 
concert band and choir. 

On Tuesday, the musicians will pack up 
their instruments to make way for a band 
of EDSS thespians as they revisit their 
Sears Drama Festival roles.

Elmira sent two plays off to compete in 
the regional division of the theatrical 
competition earlier this month. Many 
awards were bestowed upon both casts 
but neither was ushered onto the next 
round. 

“We already had our show, but since 
some of the students work – I know, for 
example, I never got a chance to see them 
because I had to work or I had night 
school or something,” explained Martin. 
“So we’re getting the opportunity for the 
students to go and watch them.”

Classes have been invited to watch dra-
ma department head DJ Carroll’s Little 
Shop of Magic or Phil Psutka’s Killing 

Time on Apr. 4. 
On Wednesday, artists of a different stroke 

will be featured when part of the school 
becomes an art gallery and silent auction 
house. Letter-sized paintings and sketch-
es will be on display and on sale from the 
lunch hour until the end of Thursday eve-
ning’s talent show. Bidding will start at $5, 
with $1 of every purchase going toward a 
seeing-eye dog foundation.

Friends and parents are once again in-
vited to the watch EDSS students perform 
– this time less conventional acts will be on 
stage. 

“There are a couple of bands from our 
school who would normally perform at a 
coffee-house setting,” said Martin. “There 
might be singing, piano … a typical talent 
show.”

As auditions and rehearsals were held 
this week a playbill is still uncertain. Rock 
bands, juggling acts, theatrical perfor-
mances could be some of the items lined up 
for the free 7:30 p.m. show Apr. 6.

Although Martin is orchestrating the 
week, she is supported by fellow students 
Alannah Martin and Danielle Waechter, 
who are running the talent show and help-

With all legal barriers out of the way, 
all that’s stopping Woolwich Township 
from cleaning up the Lot 91 property on 
Elmira’s Oriole Parkway is Mother Nature 
and lining up a contractor.
Once spring weather has settled in to 

stay, the municipality will set out to re-
move a collection of barrels, tires, tanks 
and other debris from the site – owned 
by Lloyd Clare’s Ingram Transfer Inc. 
Storage on the property is a violation of 
zoning, upheld by a committee of council 
late last year.
Clare failed to appeal the decision in 

court, opening the door for the township 
to go ahead with the cleanup. The cost 
of removing the items will be added to 
Clare’s next property tax bill.

FOR THE SENSES EDSS student Keri Martin had unconventional thinking in mind as she planned an arts week at the Elmira high school.
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120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA      669-2333

STORE HOURS: 
Monday - Saturday

8am-9pm,
Sundays 10am-5pm

FRESH BAKED BREADS & BUNS

INSTORE SPECIALS
IN EFFECT:

APRIL 1 TO
APRIL 7 2006

NOW FEATURING AT

SELBY’S MEAT SPECIALS • CUT FROM CAN A/AA/AAA BEEF

PRODUCE SPECIAL S •  PRODUCE SPECIAL S •  PRODUCE SPECIAL S

CELERY

11.00 kg

$4.99
/lb

Product Of USA

11.00 kg 6.59 kg

$2.99

PRIME RIB

Roasts
or Steaks
$4.99

/lb

Eye of Round

Steaks or 
Roasts

Reg or BBQ Cut

Top Sirloin 
Steaks

4.39 kg

Approx. 10lb. Bag - BEEF

Steakettes
(Regular or Thick)

$1.99
/lb

4.39 kg

$1.99
/lb

Reg. Or BBQ Cut

Fresh Pork 
Butt Chops

$1.19
/ea

OUR FRESHMARTFLYER WILL BEDELIVERED EVERYOTHER FRIDAYOUR NEXT FLYER WILLBE DELIVERED ONSAT. APRIL 8TH

17.61 kg

$7.99
/lb

New York

Striploin
Steaks

6.59 kg

$2.99
/lb

Plain or Breaded

Fresh Pork 
Schnitzel

$1.19
/ea

4.39 kg

$1.99

Selby’s Plain or Garlic

Fresh Pork 
Sausage

/lb

ROMAINE
Product Of USA

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A fi re at Chemtura 
Corp. has strength-
ened one family’s 

resolve to put some dis-
tance between them-
selves and the Elmira 
chemical plant.

Although Laura Kirk 
and her family were only 
planning to live in their 
Erb Street apartment 
temporarily, the prox-
imity of  the operation 
– some 20 metres from 
their doorstep – has ce-
mented their relocation 
plans.   

“It is a concern that we 
live right beside a chemi-
cal plant and although 
many of the neighbours 
have assured us it hasn’t 
been so negative, it’s still 
makes you feel uneasy, es-
pecially when you’re plan-
ning on raising a family,” 
Kirk told the Observer.

Her concerns were 
heightened by the fact 
she’s four months preg-
nant. The issues were 
front and center as she 
looked out her living 
room window Wednesday 
morning to see a storage 
tank ablaze.

Flames leapt from the 
oil tank as Elmira fi re 
crews barrelled down 

Elmira family plans exit strategy
Moving from current location a solution to concerns about Chemtura plant

Union, Duke and Erb 
streets followed by police 
and ambulance at about 
8:30 a.m. The area was 
cordoned off as fi refi ght-
ers assessed the area 
before deciding how to 
tackle the situation.

Despite not being prop-
erly dressed, Kirk aban-
doned her apartment, 
jumped in her vehicle 
and drove from the area, 
along with several of her 
neighbours. 

“I drove up to Listowel,” 
she laughed after the dan-
ger had cleared. “I just 
kept driving and looking 
back. I just wanted to be 
out of the area. The last 
time that it happened, it 
was quite a large explo-
sion. … I just didn’t know 
what to expect.”

This week’s fi re was 
much smaller than the 
spectacular June 2004 
blaze.

While some neighbours 
removed themselves 
from the area, others 
remained inside their 
homes. Nearby resident 
Jessie Davis was at home 
when she heard a couple 
of bangs from the fi re. 
The former plant employ-
ee went to her front door 
to see where it had come 
from.

“[For] a second, but 

you’re not supposed to 
go out,” explained Davis. 
“So I just stood here with 
the door shut.”

Davis saw the fl ames too 
and the emergency crews 
making there way toward 
them.

“What annoys me is peo-
ple coming up the street 
– I think, how idiotic,” 
Davis continued. “The 
emergency [vehicles] had 
to come and they could 
hardly get through.”

Residents were chas-
tised for their behav-
iour during the June 11, 
2004 Crompton Co. fi re 
when many made their 
way down to the scene 
to watch as fl ames and 
black plumes of smoke 
rose from the plant. 
Many ignored or missed 
the township’s warning 
siren, which signifi ed 
a shelter-in-place emer-
gency – residents were 
expected to stay indoors, 
shut windows and turn 
off air conditioners.   

Spectators were not a 
problem this time round. 
The early morning in-
cident happened just as 
locals were leaving for 
work. 

“There were a few, not 
like the last time,” said 
Davis. “It seemed to me 
they were more like work 

trucks that came along, 
maybe they just hap-
pened to be in the area.”

Soon after hearing the 
explosions for the plant 
she received the emer-
gency phone call from 
the township’s automated 
system, the Community 
Advisory Network (CAN). 
Woolwich revamped the 
system following the 2004 
emergency, when some 
residents were not alert-
ed of the possible danger.

Colleen Stoner, another 

nearby resident, was also 
home when fi re broke out 
but, like Davis, showed 
little concern. 

“It doesn’t bother me,” 
she told the Observer. “I 
don’t pay attention to it.”

Stoner’s husband is also 
a former Crompton em-
ployee and she’s confi dent 
the necessary safety pre-
cautions were in place.

In this case, the emer-
gency measures worked 
smoothly, and the situ-
ation was under control 

quickly, noted Woolwich 
Mayor Bill Strauss, who 
was on his way into town 
from Waterloo when the 
fi re broke out.

Still, Chemtura should 
take additional steps to 
reduce the risks at the 
plant, suggested the co-
ordinator of the environ-
mental watchdog group 
APT Environment.

“We like to think that 
the emergency plan-
ning is better and there 
are more safeguards in 
place,” began Susan Bry-
ant, who was onsite to as-
sess the environmental 
damage following the fi re. 
“You know that accidents 
happen. For our group the 
concern comes down to we 
would like to see substitu-
tions made for the highly 
fl ammable toxins. 

“It’s the prevention 
part in the fi rst place. If 
you don’t have the really 
nasty stuff on site you’re 
not going to have these 
problems.”

Bryant suggested the 
company use less fl am-
mable substances in their 
plant, replacing chemi-
cals such as the synthetic 
oil housed in the tank 
where the fi re started. 

“That is the ultimate so-
lution,” said Bryant. “And 
I think there is the cre-
ativity and ingenuity to 
come up with those prod-
ucts. I know there is.” 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Feeling the defi cit 
pinch, Wellesley 
Township is poised 

to hike the cost of facil-
ity rentals. This week the 
recreation committee ap-
proved a four per cent in-
crease to fees – council is 
expected to formally em-
brace it Monday (Apr. 3).

Staff recommendations 
called for either a three- 
or four-per-cent hike. At 
the suggestion of Coun. 
Dusan Cizman, the larg-
er option was selected. 

It was the recreation 
department’s year-end 
fi gures that prompted the 
increase. The issue was 
twice delayed in the previ-
ous month so those num-
bers could be fi nalized. 
When all the crunching 
was done, it was discov-
ered the department suf-
fered a defi cit of nearly 
$286,000 in 2005, partial-
ly due to down time at the 
St. Clements arena dur-
ing renovations.

Projections put the 2006 
defi cit at $304,000.

Recreation defi cits lead to 
user fee rental increases

Wellesley committee approves a four-per-cent hike
“That’s why I think we 

have to support Coun. 
Cizman’s motion,” Coun. 
Joe Nowak told the com-
mittee Tuesday evening 
(Mar. 28).

Rental rates vary, de-
pending on the type of 
facility, the time of rental 
and who’s using them 
– local minor sports, for 
instance, receive rentals 
at a discounted rate.

The committee-ap-
proved motion will also 
see the entire increase 
dedicated to operating 
expenses. Last year’s 
increase of fi ve per cent 
was split between oper-
ating and capital, some-
thing staff didn’t feel was 
working well enough to 
continue.

“I fi rmly feel that an 
operating/capital rev-
enue split is not feasible 
at this time. … Capital 
expenditures should be 
funded through reserves 
and other means for the 
current year,” recreation 
director Brad Voisin said 
in a report.

“The thing you have to 
understand is we have 

two arenas in this town-
ship, with getting close to 
10,000 people. That’s a lot 
of service. And these are-
nas have now reached the 
age when they do require 
a lot of upgrading,” May-
or Ross Kelterborn noted 
later in the meeting. 
“That’s basically what 
our costs are doing.”

Last year, he added, 
saw the township head 
in a new direction in 
terms of paying for capi-
tal recreation upgrades. 
Traditionally, renova-
tions have been paid 
for through community 
fundraising, but last fall 
the St. Clements arena 
underwent a major proj-
ect – funded largely 
through debentures.

“That’s running us 
around $42,000 a year 
in principal and inter-
est. When you debenture 
something like that, that 
spreads the cost of recre-
ation to everyone in the 
township,” he said, refer-
encing the $350,000 loan 
needed to complete the 
$560,000 project.

DESIREE FINHERT

▼ See USER page 6

PROBLEM SPOT Ron Lackner, director of manufacturing at Elmira’s 
Chemtura Corporation indicated on a blueprint the areas affected by 
the fi re to Susan Bryant, coordinator of APT Environment.  
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Notice to Farmers

The Grains and Oilseeds Payment Program will deliver $755
million in assistance to Canadian producers of eligible grains,
oilseeds and special crops.

If you submitted a 2004 CAIS Program Information and
Statement of Farming Activities (T1163 or equivalent Corporate
form), you will automatically receive a payment and do not
need to apply.

Grains and Oilseeds Payment Program
Applications Available

If you did not participate in 2004 CAIS, or started
farming in 2005, you can apply now to receive a
payment.

For applications, visit the Grains and Oilseeds
Payment Program Web site at

www.agr.gc.ca/gopp or call toll-free at
1 866 367 8506.

The deadline to apply is
May 31, 2006.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Arson is suspected 
in a fire that caused 
$30,000 damage to 

a vacant Breslau home 
Monday evening.

Emergency responders 
arrived at the two-storey 
house at 118 Menno Street 
at 7:06 p.m. to find a fully 
engulfed stack of wooden 
skids in the basement.

Fire departments from 
Kitchener and Conestogo 
attended the scene in 
support of the Maryhill 
department, which had 
tackled the “routine” 
blaze, reported Maryhill 
district chief Tom May.

“Actually, it wasn’t a big 
fire,” he told the Observer. 
“There was more smoke 
than fire. There was an 
area of the house in the 
basement that had exten-
sive fire damage.”

Upon arrival the flames 
had been working their 
way toward the second 

Arson likely 
cause of 

Breslau fire
Wooden skids found ablaze in 

basement of vacant house
floor. Firefighters had it 
under control before scop-
ing the area with a ther-
mal imaging camera.

“That was just used for 
overall, to double check ev-
erything was extinguished 
before we left,” said May.

Damage to the empty 
structure was estimated 
at $30,000. The Menno 
Street house has been 
vacant since November 
2005 with all services 
disconnected. Ruling out 
electrical or gas, police 
are investigating human 
involvement with the 
suspicious blaze. 

“We do have informa-
tion from folks that it is 
known to be a hangout for 
young people,” said Insp. 
Bryan Larkin of the Wa-
terloo Regional Police.  

The forensics depart-
ment continues to inves-
tigate. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS or Division 1 po-
lice at 653-7700 ext 4437.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An Elmira couple 
was out for an af-
ternoon stroll last 

Sunday (Mar. 26) when 
bullets from the Elmira 
Rod and Gun Club went 
flying by their heads, 
they say. Club represen-
tatives adamantly deny 
there was such an inci-
dent; police are unable 
to prove it one way or the 
other.

According to Heather 
Clemmer, she and her 
husband were walking on 
the Kissing Bridge Trail 
near the club when they 
heard shots being fired at 
about 2:20 p.m.

“Bullets hit trees as we 
were walking … toward 
Elmira. Bullets were 
hitting on our left and 
two whizzed by over our 

Bullets whizzed by, Elmira woman reports
Complaint couldn’t be substantiated, say police; club denies incident

heads,” she told the Ob-
server. “They struck the 
trees on our left and they 
hit the farmer’s field on 
our right, I’m assuming.”

Asked how close the 
projectiles came, she 
responded, “Have you 
ever had a bird fluff your 
hair?”

Soon thereafter, police 
were notified and attend-
ed the Reid Woods Drive 
club. Three people were 
located and spoken to, 
explained Waterloo Re-
gional Police Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel of Elmira’s 3A 
division.

“They indicated they 
were shooting at targets 
only and at no time would 
they endanger anybody 
by shooting other than at 
targets,” he said. “They 
were adamant they were 
shooting at the targets, 
which are placed accord-

ing to club regulations.”
Representatives from 

the Elmira Rod and Gun 
Club couldn’t be reached 
for comment by press 
time.

As far as the police are 
concerned, the investiga-

tion is over, Knechtel not-
ed, suggesting it would 
be very difficult to prove 
what happened with any 
certainty.

“We saw all the docu-
mentation of the people at 
the range and everything 

was in order,” he added.
“Since I’ve been [sta-

tioned in Elmira], I’ve 
never received similar 
complaints.”

Clemmer, however, re-
mains stalwart in her 
belief bullets blew by her, 

suggesting others use 
caution when walking 
near the club.

“I can get a metal detec-
tor and go into that farm-
er’s field and find whatev-
er went whizzing by our 
heads,” she insisted. 

OPEN HOUSE RECRUITMENT FOR 
CAREGIVERS TO ASSIST SENIORS

Date: April 5, 2006 • Time: 9:00am to 3:00pm
Place: 30 Dupont St. E. Suite 202

If you are a caring, compassionate and dependable individual that 
would like to make a difference in a seniors life, you will want to 

know more about Home Instead Senior Care. We are a non-medical 
company that provides assistance to seniors through companionship 

and home help to allow them to stay at

HOME INSTEAD
Employment available: day, weekend, and overnight shifts.

Call us to find out more! 896-3693
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2006 Ontario Budget
For detailed information about the new Budget please call 1-800-337-7222

or visit www.ontariobudget.ca

Paid for by the Government of Ontario 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
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High Efficiency Heating • Natural Gas Piping • Air Conditioning

1-2633 Hergott Rd.
ST. CLEMENTS

699-1118
FAX: (519) 699-5273

DON'T GET 
CAUGHT IN

THE SUMMER 
HEAT!
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Pre-Season
Maintenance 

Check
(Call for details)

DON'T
HAVE A/C?

HAVE ONE
INSTALLED TODAY!

Call for a free quote or to set up an appointment today.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from April 3 - April 8

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Store Made Smoked Black Bean & 
Salsa, Spicy Salsarica or Mediterranean

Sausages
$2.59 lb.

Store Made, Assorted Flavours

Deli Sliced 
Salami's

$3.99 lb.

Store Made, 4oz.

Beef Burgers
$2.49 lb.
12 x 4oz. Box • $6.99 ea.

Store Made, Centre Cut

Smoked Pork 
Loin Chops
$3.99 lb.

Pre-Cooked

Cabbage Rolls
$3.99 lb.

Tray of 16 • $3.59 lb.

Bright's

Yellow
Cheese Curds
$6.29 lb.

We are now taking orders for your Easter Roast, Turkey or Ham

In one-on-one interviews 
with potential large do-
nors and major stakehold-
ers – the firm had 42 such 
meetings – Campaign 
Coaches found unusu-
ally high support, Boy 
told committee members. 
Of those 42, 22 said they 
would contribute; two 
said no, with conditions 
indicating they could be 
brought onboard; and 18 
said they needed more in-
formation to make a deci-
sion. Those already onside 
represent potential dona-
tions totaling $855,000, on 
the low end, to $1,161,000, 
Boy estimated.

“The majority of people 
interviewed want to see ag-
ing rec. facilities replaced 
with new facilities.”

Woolwich council has a 
three-year plan to spend 
some $15 million on new 
rec. facilities. Leading 
the list of new develop-
ments is a multi-use com-
plex in Elmira. The new 
building would house 
an NHL-size ice pad sur-
rounded by bowl seating 
for 1,200-1,500 spectators, 

and a walking track; a 
25-metre, six-lane swim-
ming pool; a teaching/
therapeutic pool; a 3,000-
square-foot senior’s cen-
tre, joining some 5,000 sq. 
ft. of multi-use space; a 
3,500-sq.-ft. fitness centre; 
and offices and storage 
space for a variety of user 
groups, including mi-
nor sports teams and the 
Elmira Sugar Kings Ju-
nior B hockey operation. 
The price tag would be in 
the area of $12 million.

Also in the works are 
new community centres 
in Breslau ($1 million 
for a 9,000-sq.-ft. facil-
ity), Conestogo ($350,000, 
2,100 sq. ft.) and Maryhill 
($350,000, 3,100 sq. ft.).

In launching a cam-
paign, the foundation 
should look to feature all 
of the facilities as a pack-
age, emphasizing the 
healthy lifestyle and com-
munity aspects of the en-
tire township recreation 
plan, said Boy. His com-
pany’s research showed 
much of the public atten-
tion and perception is on 
the arena portion of the 

Elmira project. In that 
regard, however, many 
of those canvassed sup-
port a complex with two 
ice pads, the option fa-
voured by the arena user 
groups.

Donations would in-
crease noticeably if the 
project included two ice 
surfaces and a competi-
tion-sized pool, Boy noted.

Those extras have user 
groups and the public 
surveyed at odds with 
township council, which 
has refused to expand 
the scale of the Elmira 
project. The township 
maintains it wants to 
build its new rec. facili-
ties without incurring 
significant debt. The 
capital costs would be 
covered by a combination 
of redeeming Waterloo 
North Hydro debt held by 
the township, new taxes, 
development charges and 
community fundrais-
ing. Each of the projects 
calls for the community 
to contribute one-third of 
the cost.

The riff between town-
ship, user groups and the 

general public need to be 
closed before a campaign 
goes forward, Boy suggest-
ed, noting his research 
shows a willingness to 
build for future use.

“A lot of people are asking 
… ‘Are we just replacing 
what we’ve got now with a 
prettier facility, or are we 
looking to the future and 
managing that growth 
and saying we’re going 
to be able to sustain this 
community as it grows?’”

“The issue is that there 
are still too many con-
cerns out there about 
what’s being built,” added 
Wallace. “They want to 
support the project, but 
they’re concerned it’s not 
going to be what it needs 
to be. That’s why they’re 
hesitating.”

The name attached to 
the Elmira project will 
also be a factor in fund-
raising efforts, the con-
sultants said. Naming 
the rink in honour of Dan 
Snyder, the Elmira-native 
and NHL player killed in 
a traffic accident in 2003, 
would significantly boost 
the prospects.

“We’ve heard time and 
time again that if this 
arena was designated as 
the Dan Snyder Memori-
al Arena, it would have a 
great impact on people’s 
ability and desire to give 
to it,” said Boy. His es-
timates of fundraising 
potential did not include 
contributions from the 
NHL, its clubs and the 
National Hockey League 
Players Association 
(NHLPA), all of which 
have expressed support 
for helping with the proj-
ect, above and beyond the 
contribution to the annu-
al Dan Snyder Memorial 
Golf Tournament, itself 
expected to raise $600,000 
toward Campaign Coach-
es’ suggested campaign 
goal of $3.8 million.

“The relationship be-
tween Graham [Snyder] 
and his family and the 
NHL will have an im-
pact on the project,” Boy 
noted.

Committee chair Paul 
Bossenberry said the 
foundation will now 
study the consultant’s 
recommendations before 

moving forward. Under 
a proposed timeline, the 
group would look to hire 
a campaign manager and 
an assistant by May to co-
ordinate the efforts. High 
on the priority list is find-
ing a volunteer campaign 
chair, a high-profile per-
son to be the public face 
of the fundraising drive. 

Committee members 
are expected to meet over 
the next month to decide 
if they’ll proceed to es-
tablish the campaign en-
visioned in the report, he 
told the Observer.

Strong support for funding for new complex
Continued from cover

“In this term of council, 
we have sort of moved 
from one area to another. 
We did very little deben-
turing – in fact none that 
I’m aware of – other than 
when the St. Clements 
arena was built, and that 
was before regional gov-
ernment. … People in the 
St. Clements area actually 
paid for that – it was des-
ignated to their taxes.”

User fees
Continued from page 4
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VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

669-2831

SOME VEHICLES NOT EXACTLY AS SHOWN

USED VEHICLES

4.0L., 5spd., Air Conditioning, dual 
tops, patriot blue, only 38,246 kms. 
$21,900.

2004 JEEP TJ
SPORT

QUALITY, CERTIFIED

Fully loaded inclusing power sliding 
door, alum. wheels, keyless, patriot 
blue, only 86,591 kms. $14,900.

2002 DODGE GRAND
CARAVAN SPORT

2002 DODGE RAM 1500 
QUAD 4X2 SLT

5.9L., auto., loaded, p.seat, p.pedals, 
only 59,000 kms. $21,900.

4.7L., auto., loaded incl. black leather, 
t/tow pkg., t/tow mirrors, finished 
black, only 70,500 kms., $25,900. 

2003 DODGE RAM 1500 
QUAD 4X4 SLT

2005 PACIFICA
FWD

Auto, fully loaded including leather, 
silver, only 35,000 kms. $27,900.

1998 DODGE
STRATUS

4dr., 4cyl. Auto, full load including 
a/c, only 130,325kms. $5495.

2003 DODGE RAM 1500 
SLT 4X4

4.7L., auto trans, power seat, infin-
ity sound system, only 50,500 kms, 
$23,900. 

2005 DODGE RAM 2500 
SLT 4X4 QUAD

5.9L., Cummins, auto trans., loaded, 
p.seat, t/tow pkg., t/mirrors, only 
19,500 kms, $42,900. 

2005 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN STOW N GO

3.3L., loaded, quad seating, p.seat, 
alum. wheels, only 39,000 kms. Fin-
ished in inferno red, only $22,900. 

CLOSED APRIL 1
(due to Maple
Syrup Festival)

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Residents of 
Wellesley Town-
ship are facing a 

2.5-per-cent property 
tax increase this year if 
council holds the course 
set in two days of budget 
discussions. The draft 
document hasn’t yet 
been finalized; it will be 
formally presented to 
council for consideration 
Monday (Apr. 3).

If ultimately approved, 
the increase means prop-
erty owners with an aver-
age assessment of $183,000 
will pay $14.78 more than 
last year, when bills saw 
a 3.8-per-cent increase. 

“If you stop to think 

Wellesley eyes a 2.5-per-cent tax hike
Council slated to address the 2006 budget next week

about normal cost-of-liv-
ing kinds of natural in-
creases, we’re not far off 
at 2.5 per cent, just a nor-
mal inflation rate,” ex-
plained Wellesley’s chief 
administrative officer 
Susan Duke. “All of our 
operating expenses we 
have indicated that there 
will be a slight increases, 
save and except things we 
know, because of things 
we have done, that we 
know there are going to 
be efficiencies for.”

Upgrades to the  St. 
Clements and Wellesley  
arenas are among the 
efficiencies – both are 
expected to result in de-
creased utility bills.

“Council has put a bit 
of emphasis this year on 

things like tourism, core 
area improvements and 
trails. They’ve put some 
funding into the budget 
to look at how they can 
look at options around 
how they can deal with 
those kinds of issues, 
both from a capital and 
an operating perspec-
tive,” Duke added.

On the capital side, the 
draft budget dedicates 
funds to reserves, reno-
vations at the Wellesley 
Village library branch, 
several road projects – the 
extent of which depends 
on provincial grants – as 

well as a generator for the 
township office, which is 
the municipality’s emer-
gency operations centre.

Funds will also be allo-
cated for a new roof and 
furnace for the township 
office.

“We don’t know whether 
we’re going to do them, but 
if we had a meltdown, so 
to speak, we’re going to be 
prepared,” the CAO said.

Wellesley’s draft bud-
get doesn’t include the 
$397,985 dedicated to the 
municipality for road and 
bridge improvements in 
the recent provincial bud-

get announcement.
“Those funds are not 

considered in the 2006 
budget because we do not 
have those funds in hand,” 
Duke said. “While the 
statement has been made 
that the funds will be allo-
cated, we don’t have any of 
the follow-up. … When we 
get the criteria … council 
will have to give consid-
eration and decide where 
their priority is and how 
that money will be allo-
cated.”

The same provincial 
announcement included 
$567,942 for Woolwich 

Township to spend on 
road and bridge projects.

Public comments on 
Wellesley’s draft bud-
get will be heard during 
Monday’s meeting, before 
council officially consid-
ers the increase.

There appeared to be 
consensus among council 
about the increase when 
discussions of the draft 
wrapped up Wednesday 
afternoon, she noted.

“If nothing changes be-
tween [Monday’s meet-
ing] and now … I expect 
they will adopt the appro-
priate bylaws.”

ing organize other events 
during the week.  

On Friday, students will 
be able to get out of their 
seats and get in on the 
action. Several hands-on 
workshops will be held 
on drumming, airbrush-
ing and stage makeup. 

Martin has been plan-
ning for the week since 
September as part of the 
leadership program at 
the school. 

Although the week of 
events will accumulate 
entry fees, gallery pro-
ceeds and EDSS Idol vot-
ing money, arts week is 
not a fundraiser. Monies 
collected from the silent 
auction will be spilt be-
tween the artists and a 

guide-dog foundation. As 
well, the Salvation Army 
band will receive an hon-
orarium for their perfor-
mance Monday evening.

“The rest of the dona-
tions will go towards 
S.O.C.K, which is Stu-
dents On a Caring Kick,” 
explained Martin. “This 
month we’re sending 
money to World Vision 
to buy water buffalos be-
cause they can use them 
to plough and you can 
milk them, too.”

Monday’s community 
concert is Apr. 3 at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $3 for 
students , adults $5 and 
families $12. The school 
talent show is Apr. 6 at 
7:30 p.m. – entry is free of 
charge.

Continued from page 3
All about art

STRUCK AND SPUN

RICHARD VIVIAN

TREATED AT THE SCENE  A Waterloo man was charged with 
‘careless driving’ following a two-vehicle collision at the intersection 
of Sawmill and New Jerusalem roads Tuesday afternoon (Mar. 27). 
At 1:52 p.m. an Elmira woman was westbound on Sawmill Road 
when was struck from behind while she attempted to make a right 
turn onto New Jerusalem Road. The impact sent her spinning into 
a ditch. Paramedics treated her at the scene for minor injuries. 
Considerable damage was inflicted to both vehicles.
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We have a system that is not serving the citizens of Ontario 
the way it should.

Ombudsman André Marin gave MPAC a dressing down 
this week, calling for overhauls to the way the provincial 
Crown corporation deals with the public.

» The running of the sap
Today’s the day, no fooling. After an-
other year of planning, hundreds of 
volunteers have taken to the streets 
to welcome thousands of visitors to 
the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. All 
the hard work will pay off for dozens 
of charitable organizations.

» So much for openness
Journalism groups this week rightly 
took to task PM Stephen Harper’s at-
tempts to govern with more secrecy. 
The move came as Harper called an 
unannounced cabinet meeting, sig-
nalling he intends to avoid account-
ablity and transparency by avoiding 
the media.

» Dodging a bullet
Bank of Canada Governor David 
Dodge this week invoked the neo-
liberal bogeyman of trade disaster 
unless industrial countries cede 
more power to the International 
Monetary Fund, responsible for 
crushing policies in much of the de-
veloping world.

We don’t need their problems comin’ here
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

The campaign trail

A taxing situation

The sap ain’t the only 
thing boilin’ this 
week – my blood 

pressure nearly went 
through the roof readin’ 
how the president of Mex-
ico wants us to take in 
more of his folks as work-
ers. He was sayin’ how we 
ought to have more un-
skilled labourers here on 
account of how regular 
folk don’t want to work 
the jobs, and that “guest 
workers” is the way to go 
about it.

First off, it seems to me 
we got plenty of folks col-
lectin’ welfare and the 
like. They ought to be 
put to work if there’s jobs 
goin’ begging. And plenty 
of them service and la-
bourin’ jobs is just right 
for young people startin’ 
out – even if so many of 
‘em is lazy as all get out 
these days. Back when I 
was a lad, not only were 
you expected to pull your 
weight, you were happy 
to have the work. Now, it 
seems most of ‘em is too 
lazy to get off their butts 
and earn a proper buck.

I ain’t got no real issues 
with people taken proper 
channels to come to this 
great country, but we 
don’t need more showin’ 
up here and then fallin’ 
off of the radar. I’m pret-

ty sure we’ve already got 
plenty of that goin’ on, 
especially in Toronto, 
where they’re havin’ no 
end of trouble with that 
nonsense.

Just because some fella 
– who ain’t providin’ a 
proper economy for his 
own people – wants to 
pawn off that problem to 
Canada and the US, that 
doesn’t mean we have to 
go along for the ride.
NOTHIN’ WRONG WANTIN’ 

WOMEN TO BE LADIES
Speakin’ of Toronto 

and what’s goin’ on with 
things in those parts, I’m 
sure I ain’t the only one 
who thinks something’s 
got to be done about all 
the crime. The wife says 
I’m startin’ to sound like 
a broken record, but a day 
can’t go by that I’m not 
hearin’ about somebody 
gettin’ shot or whatnot. 
What’s happening to this 
decent country of ours? 
Hell, now even the girls 
is gettin’ in on it – I was 
readin’ how two sisters, 
one of ‘em just 16, was 
charged with robbin’ de-
livery drivers at knife-

point. That sure ain’t la-
dylike to me.

Time was it was only fel-
las of a certain kind who 
was known to the police, 
and you could be pretty 
sure who it was to look 
for when trouble was hap-
penin’. With the women-
folk gettin’ in on the vio-
lence, we’re all over the 
map.

I remember when a fella 
who wanted women to 
be ladies was routinely 
called a chauvanist pig 
– you don’t hear that one 
so much anymore, but the 
sentiment’s still there. 
But I don’t see nothin’ 
good in that kind of equal-
ity nonsense.
SAP FEST A GOOD WAY OF 

KEEPIN’ THINGS LOCAL
Since this column is 

appearin’ as the maple 
syrup festival is on, the 
wife keeps goin’ on how 
I should be writing about 
happier things – she says 
I complain too much and 
that I sound like one of 
them old crusty fellas. 
The old part ain’t some-
thing I can deny. As for 
bein’ crusty, well I fig-

ure I got the right to talk 
about things after I’ll I’ve 
seen over the years.

Besides, it ain’t my job 
to welcome folks to these 
parts. Still, I got no prob-
lems with gettin’ out and 
partakin’ of a little time 
with some flapjacks and 
syrup, which is as Cana-
dian as it gets. The weath-
er’s been pretty darn nice 
as I’m writing this, so I 
sure hope it stays that 
way – we ain’t had a lot of 
luck in the past few years. 
The way I see it, if local 
folks is going through 
all the bother to put on 
the festival, the weather 
ought to be helpful in get-
tin’ visitors out to see it.

It’s especially a good 
idea to help the local pro-
ducers move a whole lot 
of their syrup. If you read 
the column written by 
that Owen fella that runs 
at the back of the paper, 
then you know farmfolk 
is havin’ a rough time 
of it. I’ve done my share 
of work on the farm, so I 
know it ain’t an easy life. 
And everybody knows 
I’m all for locals first – 
we got plenty of stuff off 
the farm in these parts, 
so I’m a hundred per 
cent behind anything 
that puts those produc-
ers front and center.

Drawing on the late US politician Tip O’Neill, all 
politics is local. In that case, it doesn’t get much 
more local than debating the recreation facili-
ties in the community. The places our children 

gather are of in-your-face concern – this being Canada, 
arenas are especially important hotspots.

That issue was front and centre as members of the 
Woolwich Recreation Facilities Foundation heard a 
slate of recommendations from a fundraising consul-
tant. The news was good, as the company’s initial find-
ings show widespread support for plans to expand the 
offerings; people here are apparently prepared to back 
their enthusiasm with hard, cold cash.

Supporters of an enhanced multi-use complex in 
Elmira – one that includes two ice pads and a competi-
tive swimming pool – got a boost, with the research in-
dicating most want the township to look to the future, 
building above and beyond simple replacement of the 
aging pool and arena. That camp includes all of the user 
groups pressing for the new facility.

 Conversely, township councillors adamant about re-
ducing expectations and avoiding debt may not have 
liked the message. The consultant clearly identified 
the riff between council and the users, saying common 
ground must be reached before launching a fundraising 
drive. 

In an election year, you can expect proponents of the 
enhanced project to put their issue squarely on the cam-
paign map. The goal is to promote a larger vision, empha-
sizing the health and lifestyle benefits of the facility they 
want to see. In fact, those arguments must extend to each 
of the rec. facility projects – including new community 
centres in Breslau, Conestogo and Maryhill – in order to 
generate the kind of groundswell support needed to pro-
vide one-third of at least $15 million in spending.

This new report and foundation efforts to formalize a 
public campaign represent a significant step in what has 
been a relatively low-key endeavour. Although the com-
mittee chaired by Paul Bossenberry has been in place 
since the summer of 2003, its work has largely been be-
hind the scenes. This week’s meeting should kickstart 
widespread public interest in backing these facilities.

Property owners across Ontario were undoubtedly 
rejoicing this week following a damning report 
by the provincial Ombudsman in which he tore a 

strip off the Municipal Property Assessment Corpora-
tion. Only MPAC’s demise, coupled with an end to mar-
ket value assessment could cause more glee.

André Marin officially said what many who’ve dealt 
with the Crown corporation know: the agency is heavy-
handed and condescending in its treatment of the pub-
lic.

Speaking against a system that essentially puts the 
onus on individual taxpayers to prove MPAC’s assess-
ments are wrong, Marin demanded the corporation re-
verse that arrangement. The agency has agreed to do 
just that immediately, along with most of the 22 recom-
mendations in the report. A handful will require further 
study and action on the part of the provincial govern-
ment – Premier Dalton McGuinty pledged to press for re-
forms to the corporation, created in 1998 by the former 
Harris government.

The report would be an excellent catalyst to reviewing 
the entire property system used by municipalities to tax 
residents. If nothing else, the market standard – which 
saw an increase soar by an average of 14.35 last year 
alone – should be frozen and reviewed with an eye to-
ward eliminating inequities and the potentially massive 
tax hikes some ratepayers face on a year-to-year basis.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What’s your favourite Elmira Maple
Syrup Festival treat?” Ashley

Hutchinson

“Sugar taffy.” 

Cheryl
Kocher

“Pancakes – just 
that they’re 
good.”

Steve
Aberle

“Defiantly the 
maple syrup on 
pancakes.” 

Rob
Michael

“The apple frit-
ters.”

STUCK WITH SOME LEFT OVER STOCK FROM JUNE 2004, IMPROMPTU ENTREPRENEURS 
WERE AMONG THE “FIRST RESPONDERS” ON THE SCENE THIS WEEK.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

▼ See REAPING page 10
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Ignatieff the ideal candidate to lead Liberals and the country

NOBODY DELIVERS THE MESSAGE BETTER 
THAN WOOLWICH OBSERVER — THE BEST 
DEMOGRAPHICS, BEST READERSHIP IN THE 
MARKET. WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

An original idea is a horrible thing to waste. 
Get your letters & commentary published in the Observer first.

So, you see, this is a 
very pleasant lunch, 
with a guy who is go-

ing to be the next leader of 
the Liberal Party of Can-
ada and the next Prime 
Minister of Canada.

Michael Ignatieff, first 
of all, has a great sense 
of humour – not the arro-
gant, aloof intellectual he 
has been painted by those 
who rewrite old newspa-
per clippings. He’s actu-
ally – what a surprise! – a 
human.

He first has to overcome 
the growing myth, re-
peated and repeated, that 
he has spent most of life 
outside Canada, hiding 
in classy universities 
such as Cambridge and 
Harvard. It’s a tale that 
will be pushed by the 111 
rivals he has for the top 
Grit post – most of whom 
are unknown by anyone 
west of Toronto’s Humber 
River.

In fact, he was a jour-
nalist on the Globe and 
Mail for three years in 

the 1960s. He taught at 
the University of British 
Columbia for two years 
in the 1970s and so knows 
that province and loves 
Vancouver. He has made 
speeches across the coun-
try continuously for years 
and – witness the lunch 
conversation – knows all 
the inside gossip about Ca-
nadian politics and where 
the bodies are buried.

I tell him I have invented 
two Canadian prime min-
isters. When Robert Stan-
field resigned as Conser-
vative leader after three 
straight election losses, I 
wrote in Maclean’s that 
you didn’t have to be too 
bright to realize that the 
reason the Tories were 
out of power for most of 
the century was that they 
couldn’t break into Que-
bec.

I had never met – from 
the distance of Vancou-
ver – Brian Mulroney, but 
had been following his 
career. Learned easy, ca-
sual French on the street 

in his rural mill town 
where his dad was a ma-
chinist. A bright labour 
lawyer with a prominent 
reputation. Bright and 
beautiful young wife. Ob-
viously ambitious, with 
the world ahead of him.

Shortly after, my Eng-
lish secretary at the Van-
couver Sun, Miss Fram-
sham as I called her (her 
real name was even more 
dangerous: Mrs. Robin-
son) buzzed on the phone 
and said there was “a Mr. 
Mulroney” calling from 
Montreal. I picked up the 
phone and didn’t even 
say hello. I asked when he 
had decided to run for the 
job.

The deep Irish voice re-
plied, “The second time I 
read it in your column.” 
We became friends.

One day, just after 

Pierre Trudeau took his 
famous walk in the snow, 
I received an anonymous 
phone call – as all conspir-
ing columnists do – say-
ing, “Watch out, Fother-
ingham, Paul Martin Jr. 
is going for the Liberal 
leadership.”

At that time, I had hardly 
known there was a Paul 
Martin Jr., having known 
his father well. Checked 
him out – Power Corp. 
Canada Steamship Lines – 
and ran a blind item in my 
column: “Watch out, Paul 
Martin Jr. is going for the 
Liberal leadership.”

Two weeks later, I was 
walking out of the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel in Montre-
al late at night when this 
couple approached. The 
man says, “Mulroney has 
warned me about you. 
You take politicians and 

puff them up like bal-
loons. And then stick a 
pin in them.”

“Of course,” I replied, 
“that’s how I make a liv-
ing.” He said, “Come with 
me.” He drove his wife 
home, took me to his of-
fice, opened a bottle of 
scotch and we became 
friends, sort of. Until he 
lied to me face-to-face 
three times in his PM 
days and so have parted.

So, as I explain to Igna-
tieff, I made one mistake. 
I am now batting .500. I 
now want him to bring 
me up to .667. “Allan,” he 
says, “I’m going to help 
you get there.”

He writes beautifully. In 
a 1984 book, The Needs of 
Strangers, he opens this 
way. “I live in a market 
street in north London. 
Every Tuesday morning 
there is a barrow outside 
my door and a cluster of 
old age pensioners rum-
mage through the torn 
curtains, buttonless 
shirts, stained vests, torn 

jackets, frayed trousers, 
and faded dresses that 
the barrow man has to 
offer. They make a cheer-
ful chatter outside my 
door, beating down the 
barrow’s prices, scrab-
bling for bargains like 
crows pecking among the 
stubble. They are not des-
titute, just respectably 
poor.”

Another chapter deals 
with King Lear and love. 
Another about Augus-
tine, Bosch, Erasmus, 
Pascal. Another – The 
Market and The Republic 
– about Smith and Rous-
seau.

Son of esteemed Canadi-
an diplomat George Igna-
tieff, he roomed at school 
with his now rival Bob 
Rae. At 58, he is happily 
married, unlike other 
candidates such as Scott 
Brison. Why should Can-
ada, the best of all coun-
tries, not have as leader 
an international figure 
who can demonstrate the 
best we have? 

Looking to keep  
the forest healthy

To the Editor,
This is in reference to 

the article “Seeing the 
forest for it’s trees” (Ob-
server, Mar. 25/06). It’s 
nice to see the picture of 
‘healthy trees,’ but those 
trees with buckets are 
not part of Sandy Hills 
Regional Forest. Those 

French right to protest 
against labour laws

To the Editor,
The recent actions that 

have been taking place 
in France are appalling. 
I find it unbelievable 
that a government could 
even consider a bill such 
as the CPE law. This law 
would open the door for 
racism, sexism and all 
sorts of discrimination to 
be brought back into the 
workforce, and set back 
the hard work of thou-
sands or people fighting 
for equality. 

I think that Prime Min-
ister Dominique de Vil-
lepin should be embar-
rassed of himself and his 
cabinet for even thinking 
of such a bill. They say 
that the new law will 
make it easier for youths 
to get jobs, because they 

can be terminated easily 
if they do not work out. 
However a reason should 
be given.

They should use a sys-
tem like we have here: 
have a short probation-
ary period of about two 
months, and than decide 
if they fit in; if they do 
not, let them go with a 
steady explanation. 

Jonas Martin
Elmira
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Provincial Liberals have been enjoying a free ride
As with many po-

litical observers, 
most of my atten-

tion has been focussed 
on federal politics for the 
past six months. That’s 
hardly surprising, given 
that there was a national 
election in January, but 
it has had the unintended 
impact of providing a free 
ride to our good friends 
at Queen’s Park. There’s 
plenty to dislike about 
what has been going on 
there as well.

Now that the McGuinty 
government is well in the 
second half of its mandate 
(given that we already 
know that the next On-
tario election will occur 
in October 2007), it seems 
reasonable to expect that 
they would have made 
substantial progress on 
honouring some or even 
most of their election 
promises. They deserve 

full credit for meeting 
a handful of commit-
ments – such as calling 
the Ipperwash Inquiry 
and ending the Private 
School Tax Credit – but 
their overall record is 
one of promises broken, 
delayed or redefined.

Perhaps much of the 
fault lies with Liberal 
voters, who wanted so 
desperately to believe 
that they were “choosing 
change” that they failed 
to properly examine the 
fine print of those prom-
ises. For example, Dalton 
McGuinty promised that 
“in our first year of gov-
ernment, we will repeal 
the misnamed Tenant 
Protection Act and re-
place it with an effective 
tenant protection law. 
Our law will protect ten-
ants by making unfair 
rent increases illegal.” 
But, you’ll note that the 

promise does not specify 
that it is referring to a 
year on planet Earth. The 
Liberals could argue that 
they were referring to a 
year on some other plan-
et – perhaps Pluto, which 
takes the equivalent of 
248 earth years to orbit 
the sun (thereby giving 
them another 245 earth 
years to keep their prom-
ise).

Likewise, when the 
Liberals promised that 
they “shut down Ontar-
io’s coal-burning power 
plants by 2007 and re-
place them with cleaner 
sources of energy,” they 
did not specify that they 
were using the tradition-
al definitions of the words 

“shut down” or “replace 
them with.” It’s possible 
that, in this particular 
context, the words actu-
ally meant “keep open” 
and “talk about.” In poli-
tics and in life, semantics 
are important.

When the Liberals 
promised “access to med-
ically necessary health 
care services based on 
need, not on ability to 
pay,” they never actually 
provided a comprehensive 
list of what they consid-
ered “medically neces-
sary.” Clearly, eye exams, 
physiotherapy and chiro-
practic services – which 
are no longer funded by 
the province – are not 
medically necessary. We 
know this because Dal-
ton McGuinty has said 
it is so, and he clearly 
knows more about medi-
cal necessity than health 
care professionals and 
even patients themselves. 
And, once he has decreed 
that services are not 
necessary, his govern-
ment doesn’t need to fund 

them.
Similarly, when Mc-

Guinty promised that “we 
will freeze taxes for indi-
viduals and small busi-
nesses,” he was carefully 
leaving the door open for 
imposing taxes that they 
don’t call taxes. That’s 
why we’re now paying 
a so-called “health care 
premium.” It’s not a tax if 
it’s not called a tax – just 
like private hospitals are 
not private if the Liberals 
refer to them as hospitals 
funded through “alter-
native financing mecha-
nisms.”

They’re the government, 
so they get to rewrite the 
dictionary.

The Liberals also prom-
ised to maintain the cap 
on hydro rates at 4.3 
cents a kilowatt/hour 
until 2006. That promise 
didn’t last either. In fact, 
a bill to hike hydro rates 
was introduced just one 
month after they took of-
fice. As a result, the basic 
cost of electricity jumped 
to 4.7 cents per kilowatt/
hour in the spring of 
2004, with consumption 
over 750 kilowatt/hours 
a month billed at 5.5 
cents per kilowatt/hour. 
One could argue that 

this increase may have 
been necessary in order 
to meet another com-
mitment – that “Ontario 
electricity suppliers ob-
tain at least five per cent 
of their electricity from 
new, clean, renewable 
sources by 2007” – except 
that this promise also 
seems that have fallen by 
the wayside.

Before being elected, 
Dalton McGuinty indi-
cated that he was ap-
palled by the Harris 
government’s decision to 
claw back the National 
Child Benefit Supplement 
(designed to help reduce 
child poverty). “The 
clawback is wrong and 
we will end it,” he prom-
ised. Instead of ending 
it, his government has 
capped it, allowing wel-
fare recipients to keep 
any annual increases in 
the benefit. Apparently, 
what was wrong when 
McGuinty was in oppo-
sition – essentially tax-
ing the province’s poor-
est citizens – seems a lot 
more right when viewed 
from the other side of the 
legislature. Or, maybe 
we’re supposed to wait on 
this promise as well.

Of course, any politician 
can break a promise. It 
takes a special kind of 
chutzpah for an elected 
official to go to court to 
avoid being forced to keep 
a promise. That’s what 
the McGuinty govern-
ment did when it decided 
to appeal a court ruling 
ordering it to fund ser-
vices to families with au-
tistic children beyond the 
province’s arbitrary cut 
off age of six. The Liberals 
had been harshly critical 
of the Conservatives for 
refusing to fund the thera-
py programs, and assured 
parents and school boards 
that the money would flow 
just as soon as they were 
handed the keys to the 
premier’s office. 

McGuinty argues that 
it’s not that they don’t 
want to keep the prom-
ise on autism funding; 
it’s just that they don’t 
like courts telling them 
that they have to keep 
their promises. Perhaps 
he needs to hear the mes-
sage from voters.

Wellesley Township Community 
Health Centre Expands Access

Wellesley Township Community Health Centre (WTCHC) opened in September 2005 to initially 
serve residents of Wellesley Township. WTCHC also operates the Linwood Nurse Practitioner of-
fice. A second nurse practitioner has just joined the health centre, and a new physician will also 
arrive this spring.

In our first 6 months, WTCHC has had many request to also serve communities beyond Wellesley 
Township. Due to growth in our provider team, and demand from nearby communities, WTCHC is 
now able to consider patient applications for primary health care from expanded services areas. 
The expanded services areas are:

• In Perth County:
• The area bordered to the north by Perth Line 72, to the east by Perth Road 116, 
to the south by Perth Road 119, and to the west by Perth Road 121

• The area bordered to the north by Perth Line 56, to the east by Perth Road 103, 
to the south by Perth Line 43, and to the west by Perth Road 107

• In Wilmot Township:
• The area bordered to the north by Gerber Road (12), to the east by Wilmot Line, 
to the south by Snyder’s Road and Christner Road, including all Baden and Peters-
burg addresses, and to the west by Wilmot-Easthope Road.

Applications from Perth County and Wilmot Township residents, who live within the 
areas described above, will only be considered as WTCHC has capacity to accept more 
patients. Applications from these expanded services areas will be prioritized and may be placed 
on a waiting list for primary health care.

Primary health care for registered patients includes appointments with family physicians, nurse 
practitioners, counsellor, registered dietitian, and chiropodist (foot care); basic lab services like 
bloodwork and electrocardiograms (ECGs); and on-call access to a physician or nurse practitio-
ner ‘after hours’ to address urgent primary health care issues. “After hours’ means nights and 
weekends when the health centre is not open. The health centre does not provide “walk-in” 
services. There are no costs for primary health care. If you want to apply for WTCHC’s primary 
health care, you must first complete and return a “Request to Roster” form. This form is available 
at the health centre, and on our website: www.wchc.on.ca. When we receive your form, staff 
will contact you by phone to discuss next steps.

All residents of Wellesley Township and the expanded services areas of Perth County and Wilmot 
Township can attend nutrition counselling and group programs.

You do not have to be a registered patient at WTCHC in order to see the dietitian for nutrition 
counselling, or to attend group programs at the health centre. Just call the health centre to make 
an appointment with the dietitian, or to sign up for a group program. Program information is in 
local newspapers and on our website.

Chiropody (foot) care is now also available to non-registered patients who live in 
Wellesley Township and the expanded services areas of Perth County and Wilmot Town-
ship, and who are diabetics. There are no costs for chiropody care.

The health centre is open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Tuesdays from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Registered patients can access lab services on Wednesday 
mornings, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. The health centre is 
in the village of Wellesley, at 1180 Queen’s Bush Road. There is a drive shed for horse and buggy 
parking in the lot behind the building.

For more information about registering for primary health care, please call the Wellesley         
Township Community Health Centre at 656-9025

maple trees are on pri-
vate property and are 
part of our farm.

We, too, appreciate and 
reap the benefits of San-
dy Hills Regional Forest. 
Before it was planted in 
trees it was very sandy 
farmland, and every 
spring strong winds 
whipped the sand over 
the neighbourhood. We 
hope it can stay a healthy 
forest.

Willard & Esther Frey
Elmira
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One in three works “standard” hours Number of EI recipients up slightlyFamily incomes on the grow
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A decade in the making
Observer owners refl ect on tenth year in the business; humble beginnings for their upstart newspaper

A study released this week shows only one in three Canadians between the 
ages of 25 and 54 work a “standard” 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. day. The Stats-Can 
study, was prepared following fi ve years of surveying the Canadian work-
force. It also showed one in fi ve workers put in at least 46 hours per week.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Launched in 1996 to coincide 
with the community’s largest 
event, the Woolwich Observer 
celebrates its 10th anniversary 

this week. Since that time, the newspa-
per has grown steadily, becoming the 
best-read local information source and 
the most award-winning weekly in Wa-
terloo Region. 

Youthful enthusiasm, a shoestring 
budget and a whole lot of hope were 
the only assets when the fi rst issue hit 
the streets as visitors arrived for the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. The pa-
per has undergone many changes and 
signifi cant growth in that time, a devel-
opment its publisher attributes to com-
munity support.

“We were really green, but we rec-
ognized that Woolwich and Wellesley 
needed a real journalistic voice,” said 
Joe Merlihan. “There was a market that 
wasn’t being served.”

Merlihan, his brother Pat and fellow 
Elmira native Brian Jantzi saw the po-
tential in starting a newspaper based in 
their hometown and designed to take 
on an existing publication, the Elmira 
Independent, itself a onetime upstart 
against that long-established Elmira 
Signet.

With an idea, a personal loan of $4,000 
and more energy than experience, the 
three twenty-somethings formed Ca-
thedral Communications, named for its 
rented offi ce space in the basement of a 
former church on what was then King 
Street (now Memorial Avenue). 

Tasks were divided up based on the 
available resources. Interested in the 
issues, Jantzi took up the editorial man-
tle. The holder of an economics degree, 
Joe Merlihan was nominated to look 
after the business side of the operation. 
Pat Merlihan, a student 
at the University of Wa-
terloo and a volunteer at 
the student newspaper, 
Imprint, would look after 
design and layout – as-
sisted in those early days 
by Imprint’s facilities, 
well beyond the budget of 
a fl edgling community newspaper.

“Those resources played a big role in 
getting us off the ground,” Pat Merlihan 
explained. “We really didn’t have a lot 
of experience, and we certainly didn’t 
have the money to go out and buy all the 

equipment that we needed – we had to 
make do.”

Given that the competitor was a sub-
scription-based publication, the fl edg-
ling entrepreneurs decided their news-
paper would be a controlled-circulation 
product, distributed free of charge to 
every household, Joe Merlihan said. 

In that fi rst year, 7,500 copies were de-
livered each week. That 
number has since grown 
to some 12,000, and will 
rise as the population in-
creases, he added.

Fueled by coffee and 
macaroni and cheese 
– the days were long and 
the income minimal 

– they stuck to a tight business plan in 
the fi rst couple of years. In the second 
year, the brothers bought out Jantzi 
and began looking for ways to improve 
the editorial side of the business and 
the bottom line.

“We’re fans of good newspapers, and 
we think it’s important to concentrate 
on building readership by offering qual-
ity journalism. We saw the sad state of 
many weekly papers that came into 
the offi ce, and we didn’t want to be like 
that,” said Joe Merlihan.

Major public debates over issues such 
as the Wal-Mart-led power centre at 
King/86 and slots at the 
Elmira Raceway made the 
offi ce an exciting place to 
be.

In those early days, 
there was heavy compe-
tition with the Indepen-
dent, then owned locally 
by Bob Verdun. His style 
left that paper open to a lot of criticism, 
which opened the door for the Observer, 
Pat Merlihan noted.

“But he wasn’t boring, and it was some-
times a lot of fun having the newspaper 
wars that we did in those days.”

A $1-million lawsuit launched by Ver-
dun is still on the books, though the fi le 
remains dormant at present. 

Subsequently sold to a national chain, 
the other paper has seen its circula-
tion drop substantially even as the lean 
years began to pay off at the Observer. 
Advertising revenue allowed for new 
equipment – the paper was an early pro-
ponent of the all-digital offi ce – and for 
the hiring of additional staff.

“We can look back now and laugh at 
some of the things that happened, but 
at the time it wasn’t all fun and games 
– it’s not easy for a new paper to sur-
vive those early years, and we certainly 
made our share of mistakes since run-
ning a business was new to all of us,” 
said Joe Merlihan.

“When I look at those early designs, I 
just cringe,” added his brother of their 
learn-on-the-fl y experience.

Now more fi rmly established in the 
community, the focus is on serving the 
public through the traditional role of 
the press as watchdog and as a refl ec-
tion of the people who live here.

“We want to put out an informative 
and entertaining read, one where we 
generate all of our own copy,” said Joe 
Merlihan. 

“Readers are more and more sophisti-
cated, and they want something that’s 
presented professionally.” 

Pausing to look back through the ar-
chives, the two shake their heads over 
the stark changes that have occurred 
in 10 years. Both say they had no idea 
the paper they founded would have 
brought them this far in a decade – just 
getting through each edition was an 
event and an accomplishment in itself, 
and there was no time to think so far 
ahead.

“I guess it’s like any new business: you 
can have models and forecasts for 10 
years in the future, but it’s all really a 

guess when you’re start-
ing out. You hope for the 
best, but you just don’t 
know,” said Joe Merli-
han.

On fi rmer ground now 
in looking ahead to the 
next decade, the owners 
see more changes as the 

townships grow and as technology and 
public expectations shape the nature of 
the newspaper. Dealing with the news 
and events daily, predicting the future 
is a low-percentage shot in the dark, 
they said.

MAKE A WISH Brothers Joe and Pat Merlihan celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Observer, launched by 
the Elmira natives during the maple syrup festival in 1996.

“We can look back now 
and laugh at some of the 
things that happened, but at 
the time it wasn’t all fun and 
games.”

“We’re fans of good news-
papers, and we think it’s 
important to concentrate on 
building readership by offer-
ing quality journalism.”

DESIREE FINHERT

Canadian families with two or more people had an estimated median income 
after taxes of $54,100 in 2004, up about 2% from the previous year in real 
terms after adjusting for infl ation, Statistics Canada reported this week. Me-
dian is the point at which half of families had higher income and half less.

The estimated number of Canadians receiving regular Employment Insur-
ance benefi ts (seasonally adjusted) rose for the fi rst time since August 2005. 
The level in January was 499,710, up 1.2% from December but still 4.8% 
lower than a year earlier, StatsCan reported this week.
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“Discover
Floor

Fashion
With

Integrity”

10 Wyman Rd., Unit 8, Waterloo                  519-746-6627
(at King St., near Northfield Dr., across from Staples)
227 Manitou Dr., Kitchener                            519-896-9668
(between Bleams Rd. & Homer Watson Blvd., near Wabanaki Dr.)

Choosing new floor fashions for your home can be a rewarding
and dramatic part of a remodeling or decorating project.  Floor
fashions set the tone and feeling for a room more than any other
design element.  New flooring also affects your home’s resale value
making it more attractive to potential buyers.

If you are considering new flooring, the first step is to discuss your
desires with people who are knowledgeable in their profession and
will ensure you make a purchase of value.  Manager Rose Curtis
and the experienced staff at SEARS Floor Covering Centre can
guide you in making the right choice for your decorating needs,
regardless of whether it’s carpeting, no-wax vinyl flooring,
laminates, pre-finished hardwood floors, or beautiful area rugs.
They know what’s current in today’s market, and can help you
understand the newest wear rating systems, warranties, and
maintenance requirements.

The showroom at SEARS Floor Covering Centre conveys a
relaxed atmosphere, with thousands of flooring samples in the
newest colours and styles.  A shop-at-home service is also
available, along with on-site measuring and estimates. 

The SEARS Floor Covering Centre in Kitchener and the new
Waterloo store are independently owned, but benefit from the
buying power of Sears Canada, the retailer with the most extensive
multi-channel network in the country.

Take advantage of a Sears Credit Card to complete that
remodeling project now and pay later.  Plus, you can earn valuable
Sears Club Points with every Sears Card purchase!  All
merchandise is supported by the SEARS guarantee of satisfaction.

by Derek & Kelly Villemaire- Format & Copy cannot be reproduced without permission from Ultimate Marketing (519) 885-4441

“Expertise You 
Can Rely On, 
Guaranteed.”

826 King St. N.
Waterloo

519-664-3741
1-800-608-7543

Every home experiences
heat build-up in the summer
months.  By shading the
windows, scheduling the use

of appliances and lights, and using attic insulation and ventilation,
you can decrease the temperature, but you still have to contend
with humidity, the main source for summer discomfort.

Cronin Emery Mechanical & Boehmers Home Services offers
quality lines of home heating, cooling and indoor air quality products
from top national brands including LENNOX, maker of the world’s
quietest furnace and air conditioner.

Cronin Emery/Boehmers can install a LENNOX central air
conditioner on new or existing forced air furnaces.  Choose a model
that uses an environmentally friendly refrigerant, and has a 13
SEER rating or higher to save energy.

A new Dave Lennox Signature Series high efficiency, two stage,
variable speed natural gas furnace will help save you money on gas
and hydro bills year after year.

For improved indoor air quality, Cronin Emery/Boehmers has
products designed to clean, ventilate, and humidify your air.

Cronin Emery Mechanical/Boehmers Home Services, your
Service Experts dealer in K-W, has over 156 combined years of
history in the region.  Every visit is backed by their 5 Standards of
Excellence: 1) Quality Service Every Visit; 2) Daytime, Nighttime,
On-Time; 3) NATE-Certified Professional Technicians; 4) Respect
for You & Your Home; 5) Always Easy to Work With.  They offer a
written 100% satisfaction guarantee for a worry-free experience.

Whether it’s an estimate and financing for new equipment or
arranging a TLC Precision Tune-up for safe and efficient operation
of your heating & cooling system, call Cronin Emery
Mechanical/Boehmers Home Services.

FOR EYEWEAR THAT SUITS YOUR STYLE

385 Frederick St., Kitchener                      519-745-9741
(Frederick Mall, at Edna St., near the Expressway)

Eyeglasses today have evolved from a simple visual aid into a
true fashion accessory.  To meet your visual demands and fashion
sense, E. Dyck Opticians features a great selection of new
materials and fashion forward styles from funky to understated to
suit any mood, wardrobe or lifestyle situation.

Recreate your image with eyewear from E. Dyck Opticians.
More than merely a rim around your eyeglass lenses, frames should
be an extension of the individual that wears them—an extension of
one’s personality, uniqueness and lifestyle.  E. Dyck Opticians
features a wide choice of colours, finishes and shapes in plastic
frames, hot new frameless designs, and metal frames in lightweight
yet very strong titanium and stainless steel.

Dispensing opticians Ed Dyck and Roger Sales will assist you or
your children in the selection of fashion frames from top designers,
and will ensure the eyewear is properly fitted for comfort and
longevity.  They offer top brands such as Guess, Christian Dior,
Alfred Sung, Easy Clip, and Mickey & Co. for kids, plus
EYEPHORICS—“The World’s Lightest Frames”.

Designer sunglasses, prescription sunglasses and clip-ons from
E. Dyck Opticians are ideal for driving and outdoor activities.

Whether you need safety eyewear, expert repairs while you wait,
adjustments, accessories or arrangements for eye exams right in
the Mall, E. Dyck Opticians can cover your needs.

Enhance the way you see and are seen with a personal
consultation at E. Dyck Opticians—doing it right since 1980.

Home
Cooked

Meals Served 
In a Family 

Atmosphere

835 Victoria St. N., Kitchener                   519-570-3559
(between Bruce St. & River Rd., near the Expressway)

Oscar’s Family Restaurant is one of the area’s consistently well
rated family restaurants, founded in May 1998. The Angelopoulos
family, along with the management team and staff, realize that
today’s dining customer won’t tolerate meals or customer service
that are hit and miss.  They maintain the goal of giving customers
tasty food made from the freshest ingredients and proven time-
tested recipes that hit the mark every time.  Friendly, attentive
service is assured so you can keep going with your busy lives.

Make Oscar’s Family Restaurant your destination for hearty
breakfasts until 11:30 am weekdays and 2:30 pm on weekends,
plus business lunches, or meeting with friends and family.  The
atmosphere is casual, upbeat and hospitable, with plenty of cozy
booth seating.

The kitchen staff starts with only top quality meats, seafood and
vegetables.  You can expect hearty portions and value for your
money.

Choose from Steak and Eggs, Belgian Waffles, Omelettes and
egg dishes, French Toast, Breakfast Melts, Pancakes, Breakfast
Sandwiches, and more.  The menu also includes appetizers, 8
different salads, Dinner Specials, 8 oz. Burgers, and sandwiches
like Oscar’s Triple Deckers or Montreal Smoked Meat.  Main
entrees include Roast Turkey, Liver with Onions & Bacon, Grilled
Chicken, Chicken Tenders, Pork Chops, and English Style Fish &
Chips.  There are also Pasta dishes, Brochettes (Pork, Chicken,
Shrimp, or Scallops), BBQ Baby Back Ribs, 10 oz. New York Steak,
and Seafood.

Kids eat free on Mondays and Tuesdays (ask for details), and
Seniors get 10% off after 4 p.m. Monday to Thursday.

Finish your meal or celebrate a special occasion with one of their
decadent desserts.  Oscar’s Family Restaurant is fully licensed.

621 King St. W., Kitchener                         519-745-9495
(near Wellington St., just west of Victoria St.)

www.ratzbechtelfuneralhome.com
When it comes to taking care of area families in need of funeral

arrangements, the dedicated staff at Ratz-Bechtel Funeral Home
& Cremation Centre is renowned for the level of compassion, care
and understanding they have to offer.  When arrangements are
made at the time of need, family members are emotional and often
find decision-making difficult and stressful.  In a calm, relaxed
setting, the funeral directors and staff will help you with all the small
details that must be taken care of after a death in the family.  Their
goal is to take the worry out of funeral planning.

You are encouraged to add personal touches, choosing music,
readings, video presentations, pictures and other elements that will
reflect the life of the deceased and add meaning to the experience
for your family and friends.  Whether you choose cremation, burial
or entombment, the staff at Ratz-Bechtel will be attentive to your
unique needs.

With a 81 year tradition of compassionate, professional service,
you can have confidence in Ratz-Bechtel Funeral Home &
Cremation Centre. Managing Director John Fedy and the entire
staff are there to provide guidance and support.

The tastefully decorated, architecturally splendid facilities include
spacious visitation rooms, formal chapel, and “Family Centre” with
2 large areas plus kitchen facilities for gatherings after the funeral.
The new Alderwoods Room displays funeral merchandise, plus a
counseling and information table.

Many people today are choosing to pre-arrange their own funeral
for added peace of mind.  You may also consider pre-payment to
cover the growing costs of the future at today’s prices.  Call Ratz-
Bechtel Funeral Home & Cremation Centre to learn more about
the choices and benefits pre-planning offers you and your family.

Ontario’s Premier Internet Provider

151 Frobisher Dr., Waterloo     519-884-7200
Fax. 519-884-7440                   www.kw.igs.net

Information Gateway Services (Kitchener-Waterloo) Inc. is a
locally owned Internet Service Provider (ISP) providing dial-up and
high speed DSL service to homes and businesses in K-W, Guelph
and surrounding communities in Woolwich Township.

IGS K-W was founded in 1995 and is overseen by President Don
Sinclair along with an experienced, capable staff dedicated to on-
going technical support.

If you have a real need for speed, IGS can provide access to DSL
High Speed Internet service for home or business.  Connections
can include download speeds up to 3.0 Mbps for blazing fast
downloads, perfect for high bandwidth needs like streaming video.
DSL uses digital signals over regular phone lines, but won’t cause
interruption to your regular phone calls.  Speed is consistent
regardless of how many people are on-line.

For new or existing IGS dial-up customers, they offer the new
Slipstream Accelerated Dial-Up Service—a breakthrough in web
technology.  You get faster downloads, and faster e-mail traffic.  It’s
a fast, light download that’s easy to install.  Other features include
a built-in pop-up blocker, advanced connection features, easily
accessible user settings and statistics, and more.  As an added
bonus, all IGS internet accounts receive free anti-spam and anti-
virus scanning on e-mail.

With the IGS Roaming Service, you will be able to dial in through
IGS locations across Canada when you’re travelling and help
eliminate long distance costs.

IGS can also provide custom Web Page hosting and design,
domain name registration, and secure web server access for E-
Commerce, etc.

Call IGS K-W for more information or visit their website at
www.kw.igs.net to find out everything that they have to offer you.

A Family Owned Business, Founded in 1945

842 Victoria St. N., Kitchener                     519-576-3888
(Units 7 & 8, between Expressway and River Rd.)

At Boys Appliance Plus, their goal is to help make your time-
consuming and complex family chores as easy and convenient as
possible.  In a well-stocked retail showroom, they have brought
together some of the industry leading brands in major home
appliances.

Today’s consumer is much more informed, and it seems that
product features and innovations rank very high on the shopper’s
list of wants.  Energy savings and decorative value are also a
priority.  It’s important to the sales consultants at Boys Appliance
Plus that each customer’s needs are evaluated on a personal
basis.  They’ll take the time to guide you to make choices that will
suit your lifestyle and budget. Boys Appliance Plus has priced
their products competitively, and will try to match any major
competitor on identical models.

Whether you are replacing an old unit, outfitting a new home or
moving up in lifestyle, Boys Appliance Plus can provide new
appliances that are convenient, energy efficient, and built to last.
Choose from top brands such as Inglis, Whirlpool, Kitchenaid,
Maytag, Sub-Zero, Wolf, and Wood’s freezers.  Other product
offerings include Napoleon gourmet grills, plus central vacuums and
water softeners.

Boys Appliance Plus has been serving area families since 1945,
and has operated from the current site since February 2004.
Owners Karen Moffatt and John Gleghorn and the staff are
experienced, knowledgeable, and convey a friendly, no-pressure
atmosphere.  Delivery is no problem.

Boys Appliance Plus is a business that friends recommend for
the selection, value, and knowledgeable customer service.  Free
layaway and extended payment plans are available.

It’s Time To Ride.

2255 Kingsway Dr., Kitchener
519-893-0493

The NEW Kitchener Harley-Davidson is the region’s premier
dealer for the line of heavyweight street, custom and touring
motorcycles by Harley-Davidson.

Whether your lifestyle and image is best complimented by a
Harley-Davidson Softtail, Sportster, and Dyna Glide series, Touring
models, or the drag-racing inspired VRSC V-Rod, Kitchener
Harley-Davidson should be your destination.

Harley-Davidson expanded its model offerings this year with the
new 2006 Sportster 1200 Low, a long, low custom street bike
straight from the factory.

When it comes to parts and accessories for your body and your
bike, Kitchener Harley-Davidson has it all under one roof.  They
give you access to Genuine Motor Accessories plus Screamin’
Eagle performance products for a ride that is all you.  If you want
apparel that is functional and looks as good as your ride, their
showroom has the newest in Harley MotorClothes in leather and
denim, helmets, boots, T-shirts and wallets, plus countless
memorabilia and collectibles sporting the Harley design and logo.

From scheduled maintenance and M.T.O. safety inspections to V-
Twin rebuilds and Dyno service as an authorized Power
Commander Tuning Centre, the service department at Kitchener
Harley-Davidson has qualified factory trained technicians who
have the tools, reference materials and experience to get you back
on the road quickly.

If your current ride is in need of a new battery, tires or genuine
parts, Kitchener Harley-Davidson is the logical choice to maintain
your bike’s performance and value.

With a history as a H-D dealer since 1975, Kitchener Harley-
Davidson came under new management in 2005.  Owner Paul
Long, General Manager Marc Frantz and the staff at The NEW
Kitchener Harley-Davidson invite you stop by for a Free Test Ride
of the newest models on Friday April 28th during Harley Demo
Days!

Serving Area Families Since 1925

“We Will Change Your World One Room at a Time”

33 Erb St. W., Uptown Waterloo                 519-888-0425
(between King St. & Caroline St., in The Atrium)

www.decoratorscorner.ca
Making changes to your home with new design elements and

furnishings can be an exciting adventure.  For some, the idea of
redecorating may seem overwhelming, especially if they are not
confident in their ability to choose colours, furnishings and
decorative accessories that will be complimentary.  

Whether it’s updating and improving an existing room or starting
with a clean slate that is a new home, Decorators Corner Design
Studio & Shoppe is a one-stop source for distinctive home
furnishings and interior design services to make your visions come
to life.

Owner and registered interior designer Marie-Josee Boily with
the team at Decorators Corner will utilize their space planning
experience and design expertise to bring unique style to any
residential or commercial setting.

Custom fabric draperies, blinds, shutters and hardware can be
co-ordinated with re-upholstery services for any taste.  You can
choose from myriad colours in their line of Para Paints, and Devine
Colour Paints—virtually odourless, low splatter paints with a texture
described as “thick, rich yogourt”.  Choose from a unique collection
of wallpaper and borders (books).  You can also complement your
new decor with furniture and decorative accents featured in their
showroom: accessories, lighting, framed prints, vases, sculptures
and more.

Founded 25 years ago, Decorators Corner came under current
ownership in January 2003.

With the professional touch of creative designers, colourist and
drapery fashion expert at Decorators Corner, any room in your
home can be transformed into a more comfortable, functional and
beautiful environment.  Stop by soon or call for your in-home
consultation.
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Minor Peewees sent home after fourJunior league title races continue Belles boast silver medals

11 Church Street East, ELMIRA
669-3030 • info@footfoundation.ca

"Feet Are Your Foundation"
Mon to Thurs  9:00 am - 5:30 pm • Fri 9:00 am - 2:30 pm

THE HUMAN FOOT CONTAINS 26 BONES! 
25% OF ALL THE BONES IN THE BODY!

519 669-3030
CERTIFIED PEDORTHIST ON STAFF

DID YOU
KNOW
DID YOU
KNOW

THE HUMAN FOOT CONTAINS 26 BONES! 

 YOU YOU
KNOWKNOW

 YOU YOU YOU YOU
KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW?
NO SPRING IN
YOUR STEP?

Call for a NO OBLIGATION evaluation with Bob.

Make 30 bottles of wine for 

ONLY $99.99!

MAKE YOUR WINE & SAVE!

376 Victoria St. N.
KITCHENER • 743-6851

www.winekitz.com

Package includes:
One Wine-Art wine kit, winery fee, 

30 empty bottles, 30 labels, 30 corks 
and 30 shrinks caps.

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER!

Valid at Wine kitz Victoria St. location only.
Wine-Art wine kits only, Limited Releases not inlcuded. 
Ad must be presented at time of purchase. Limit two 

kits per customer. Offer expires April 15, 2006.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A night of celebrating 
the accomplishments 
of Elmira’s Junior B 
hockey squad saw one 

player consistently lauded for 
his skills on and off the ice.  

Defenceman Tyler Soehner 
had his name engraved on 
three awards presented at the 
Elmira Sugar Kings banquet 
Mar. 25. Among his hardware 
was the Memorial Trophy for 
the most valuable player dur-
ing regular season play. 

Soenher was judged to be the 
most valued for his leadership 
skills on the rink and off, as 
well as the most missed player 
if he were out of the lineup. 
The trophy is named in honour 
of all former Sugar King mem-
bers who have died.

Fulfi lling the position of role 

Kings’ defenceman scores 
triple honour at banquet

Tyler Soehner received three awards at the Elmira Sugar Kings annual awards banquet

model for his teammates, be-
ing a good example and mak-
ing the Kings jersey a symbol 
of pride gained the team cap-

tain his second honour of the 
evening, the Don Duke Memo-
rial Trophy. 

“To honour the player who 

best combines great leadership 
on and off the ice with a great 
sense of fair play and sports-
manship,” said coach John 

East.
Soehner also garnered the 

James Austin Memorial Award 
as the team’s top defenceman, 
which he shared with Chad 
Swartzentruber.

In honour of a former Junior 
B executive, the award recog-
nizes a defenceman for his de-
velopment and importance to 
the team.

“They’re on-ice performance 
keeps getting better as the year 
goes on,” said assistant coach 
Darren Wideman said of the 
defensive tandem.

Soehner racked up 15 goals 
and 31 assists for 46 points in 48 
games. Swartzentruber mean-
while collected 51 points (21-30) 
over 43 games. 

“Not only did they bring the 
game on the ice, the picture 
they gave off the ice was show-
ing leadership to the rest of 

▼ See HARDWARE page 16

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Heading into the 
Ontario Minor 
Hockey Asso-

ciation (OMHA) fi nals, 
the Wildcats knew they 

Major Atoms have a silver season
WMH squad falls to New Tecumseth in the provincial fi nals

were facing an uphill 
battle. Their Major Atom 
New Tecumseth competi-
tors already had two pro-
vincial championships 
under their belts and 
were competing strongly 
for a third.

But the Wildcats didn’t 
lie down and let them 
take it; Woolwich pushed 
the best-of-fi ve series to 
four games. In the end 
though, they had to settle 
for being Ontario’s num-
ber-two team in the divi-

sion. A 5-3 loss at home 
last Saturday (Mar. 25) 
brought the season to an 
end.

“I’m very proud of this 
particular group of boys. 
They’ve shown a very 
good account of them-

selves and the commu-
nity that they represent,” 
coach Fred Gregory said 
of his players. “This is 
a great group of kids. … 
Each and every day they 
came to the rink they al-
ways had a smile on their 

faces and they wanted to 
compete.

“For us to get to this 
point, we had a long, 
hard battle,” he added, 
noting the fi ve playoff 
series preceding the fi -

▼ See ATOMS page 25

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

Fighting for the Jr. B’s Cherrey Cup, Cambridge holds a 3-0 series lead 
over Brantford. Game four goes Sunday. In Junior Development action, 
this week saw Delhi take the McConnell conference title; they now move 
on to face Lucan for the league championship.

Playing in the Toronto Avalanche March Break Meltdown tournament Mar. 
24 to 27, the Woolwich Minor Peewees fi nished in four games. The squad had 
a 2-1-1 record, but it wasn’t enough to move into the fi nal days of competition. 
Only the top two teams in each division continued; Woolwich was in third.

Playing for the league championship Mar. 21, the Woolwich Minor Rin-
gette Belles settled for silver. Guelph took the game with a 5-4 win. How-
ever, the season isn’t over. Along with other local teams, the Belles are 
set to compete in a regional tournament this weekend – held in Guelph.

HARDWARE SHOPPING Travis Martin (left) won the Norm Hipel Memorial Trophy for outstanding defensive forward at the 
Elmira Sugar Kings awards banquet. Marc Deschamps (middle) carries the Award of Excellence plaque, while Zac Bauman (right) 
garnered the Coaches Cup. Ryan Zehr (far right) was named Rookie of the Year.
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Something wicker this way comes

10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

PLUS: OUR WEEKLY “WHITEBOARD” SPECIALS.

• Line Spooling (Selected Lines)
• Daiwa Rod & Reel Combos
• Electric Fillet Knives
• Pinnacle 8 and 9 ft. Noodle Rods
• Lightweight Neoprene Waders

............. From 1¢ per yard
................................... $29.95

..................................... From $39.95
......................... $49.95

............................. $89.95

GET READY FOR SPRING

SPECIALS

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich’s minor 
hockey players 
brought home 

major wins this week.
The Woolwich Wildcats 

earned a selection of 
awards as they competed 
in league playoffs, cham-
pionships and tourna-
ments. 

In the Midget Minor A 

Major wins, minor losses
Woolwich Minor Hockey players celebrate the season

division, a band of 15-
year-old boys won their 
series final in an excit-
ing 3-2 squeaker over 
Oakville last Sunday 
(Mar. 26). Going into the 
game the Midgets had a 
win and a loss. Theirs 
was a fast-paced match, 
with the home team tak-
ing a 1-0 lead in the sec-
ond period only to see it 
tied before the buzzer.

“One of our players 

grabbed a lose puck, 
went on a breakaway and 
scored,” said coach Chad 
Buchan remembering the 
last minute of second pe-
riod before the score was 
tied once more. The game 
eventually went into over-
time, but with 1:15 on the 
clock, the Midgets scored 
to emerge victorious.

“We got a shot from the 
point,” said Buchan. “It 
was kind of a scramble 

and it squeaked in. Pret-
ty tight hockey, back 
and forth. The boys were 
pretty exhausted – both 
teams were.”

Oakville had won the 
Tri-County Tournament 
over Woolwich last year, 
which made the league 
final an even sweeter 
triumph. The Midgets 
were also carrying five 
regular season losses to 
Oakville.

“In a lot of our tourna-
ments we made it to the 
semifinals or the finals, 
but never managed to 
actually win,” said the 
coach. “So it was nice to 
finish on top this year.”

Buchan considered it a 
challenging season. The 
team adapted to losing 
a few players and gain-
ing newbies. They had to 
work harder to discover 
the team’s new dynamic 
– work that paid off in the 
end. 

“I don’t think a lot of 
people expected us to 
do as we did,” said the 
coach. “I think that was 
a motivating factor. They 
wanted to prove them-
selves, prove they were a 
good team.”

One step up in the Midg-
et A division, the season 
was not as favourable.

Coach Mike Hecken-
dorn said everything 
started out well, with his 
team finishing fourth in 
the league. They won one 
tournament and had high 
placements in two others, 
but changes in the league 
playoffs did not bring 
them much luck. 

The change of format 
to a best-of-five series 
round-robin was a hard 
adjustment for the team.  

“It took away from the 
atmosphere of the play-
offs,” said Heckendorn. 
“You could tell that the 
longer the year went on 
the guys were getting 
bored. I was thinking 
that when the playoffs hit 
and [they] would get that 
energy back – excited and 
pumped up. But with the 
round-robin format [they] 
played a couple of teams 
twice – it’s just like two 
more season games. We 
just didn’t get into it.”

The Midget A squad won 
three of their games and 
tied one out of the five 
matches against Owen 
Sound, but it didn’t qual-
ify for the playoffs, which 
left an unsatisfactory 
taste in Heckendorn’s 
mouth.

His disappointment with 
the playoff format was 

offset by the play of his 
team in its third match 
against Owen Sound. The 
squad was already out of 
the Ontario Minor Hock-
ey Association playoffs, 
but throwing in the towel 
was not in the game plan 
for the 16- and 17-year-old 
boys.

“In the third game we 
were down two-nothing 
and we battled back to tie 
the two,” explained the 
coach. “Unfortunately 
they got a power-play goal 
in overtime – but the guys 
never gave up. Whether it 
was an exhibition game 
or the last game of the 
playoffs, they went hard 
all the way to the end.”

The Midget As weren’t 
the only team which 
started out on the win-
ning track and didn’t 
come out on top of every-
thing. 

The Bantam teams had 
a tremendous amount of 
success on the ice. 

The Minor Bantams won 
the tri-county champion-
ships over Burlington 2-1 
Tuesday (Mar. 29).

“It was fantastic,” said 
coach Mark Wagner. “It 
was end to end action 
– hard hitting hockey. 
They actually jumped on 

▼ See STRING page 25

RICHARD VIVIAN

Yesterday I was pe-
rusing through a 
fly fishing cata-

logue when I happened 
to notice that the com-
pany in question still 
sells split-willow fishing 
creels. Needless to say, 
I was surprised, for this 
indicates that there are 
fly fishermen out there 
who still eat fish. Carni-
vores.

I must confess, I am one 
of them. I know that catch 
and release is all the rage 
among fly fishermen and 
that the regulations of 
many prime waters do 
not permit the keeping of 
fish at all, but when I am 
allowed, I will take fish 
for the dinner table. You 
see, fish is brain food and 
I could use all the help I 
can get. Call me crazy, 

but I like eating fish.
That’s the funny thing 

about fly fishing these 
days. I actually know a 
few anglers who have 
never eaten a single trout 
that they’ve caught. They 
release each one. This, to 
me, is like going on a hon-
eymoon without consum-
mating the marriage.

Because of this, I figure 
there are thousands of 
fish swimming around 
with low self-esteem. I 
mean just imagine being 
a 14-inch trout, perfect 
for the pan in every way, 
who has been caught and 
released six or seven 
times.

“What’s wrong with 
me?” you’d ask the oth-
ers. “Do I have body 
odour? Why aren’t I ed-
ible?”

Besides, if we keep re-
leasing fish they will 
soon believe that they 
have nothing to fear from 
us. They’ll hit any sort of 
fly knowing full well that 
it’s just another piercing 
and soon enough they’ll 
be back in the water with 
a new story for the boys. 
It’ll ruin the sport, I tell 
you.

They’ll become push-
overs.

One of my friends is a 
strict advocate of catch 
and release and the de-
bate came up again when 
we were fishing late last 
season.

“Why don’t you keep 
that one?” I asked.

He then went on to eu-
logize about the sacred 
nature of trout and how 
if everyone kept fish 
there’d be none left in the 
water. He spoke of catch 
and release as a great 
conservation ethic and 
a powerful statement 
on the importance of re-
spect for our quarry.

I then reminded him 
that they we were fish-
ing in a pay-as-you-catch 
stocked pond and that 
the proprietor was get-
ting a bit pissed off. 

But I digress. 

It used to be that ev-
ery angler on the river 
would carry a willow 
creel lined with meadow 
grass. A good day was 
measured by what lay 
upon that grass. One fish 
would indicate that the 
fishing was slow but the 
angler was proficient. 
Two would suggest that 
the angler caught more 
but only kept enough for 
dinner. Any more than 
that would imply vary-
ing degrees of gluttony.

When I get mine, I’ll 
keep the odd fish cool 
and dry and after a while 
that creel will smell like 
the river and the fish 
and everything else that 
a creel is supposed to 
smell like. And I’ll add a 
lamb’s wool patch to the 
lid and dry my flies on it. 

The whole thing will add 
pleasantly to the aura of 
a day on the water.

Yes, I believe I’ll order 
that creel because it’s a 
darn sight better than 
keeping trout in the 
pocket at the back of your 
vest or on a forked stick; 
but also because it would 
be the perfect smuggler’s 
tool.

Do you know how many 
new fly reels, boxes, or 
lines I could fit in one 
of those things? I might 
even be able to stash a 
6-piece travel rod in the 
right one if I’m careful.

Hey, once it smells like 
the river and fish and ev-
erything else that a creel 
is supposed to smell like, 
it will be absolutely the 
last place that my wife 
will look.

GETTING  BY  
Working his way 
past a collection 
of Oakville players, 
Caleb Redekop of 
the Major Bantam 
Wildcats carried 
the puck deep into 
the visitors end 
last Saturday (Mar. 
25). Woolwich won 
the game 4-3.
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Sale-a-thon
Model
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$649.95
Model

6125QC

$749.95

Model
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$999.95

Quilter’s Companion Series

QUILTING 
MACHINES
by JANOME

 K-W SEWING MACHINES  884-6981
CONESTOGA MALL, WATERLOO • HOURS: Mon-Fri 9:30 - 9:00 Sat 9:30 - 6:00 Sun CLOSED

PAY ONLY$299.95
(LAST CHANCE)
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�

Sale-a-thonANNUAL SPRING

PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE A $15 STORE COUPON (WITH MACHINE PURCHASE)

TC girls garner league medals
Four championships wrap up the season

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With five medals in 
hand, Twin Cen-
tre Girls Minor 

Hockey brought the sea-
son to a close last week-
end. Teams captured four 
championships, a silver 
and a fourth-place finish.

Leading the charge for 
Twin Centre’s rep. squads 
was the Midget C team. 
They took the South West-
ern Girls Hockey League 
title with a 4-1 win over 
Blenheim Sunday (Mar. 
26) in Dresden.

“The team was delight-
ed,” coach Bernie Ho-
worth said, noting this 
was the first season the 
organization dressed a 
Midget rep. team. “We 
were definitely the under-
dogs going in.

“The Blenheim team is 
a very solid hockey club. 
They showed good sports-
manship in defeat.”

The Hericanes jumped 
out to a two-goal lead by 
the end of the first period, 
but Blenheim managed 
to take one back in the 
middle frame. Two more 
Twin Centre tallies in 
the third – including an 
empty netter – brought 
the game to a close.

“Their tenacity and fore-
checking paid off,” Ho-
worth said of his charges, 
noting this was the first 
time they’d beaten Blen-
heim all season; previous 
match-ups either ended 
in a tie or a loss. “Our 
girls are a good-skating 
hockey club. They play 
with a lot of determina-
tion and they played their 
positions well.”

The silver medal comes 
courtesy of the Peewee B 
squad, which fell 1-0 to Ni-
agara Falls in the finals. 
Their Bantam B counter-
parts finished in fourth 
place, capped by a 2-0 se-

HAPPY HERICANES It was a ‘B’ championship for the organization’s 
Novice LL team; they put out Woolwich.

WINNING WAYS Fighting for a K-W Local League championship, the 
Twin Centre’s Bantam girls team brought home gold.

GOLDEN GIRLS The Twin Centre Midget C Hericanes beat out Blenheim 
to with the South Western Girls Hockey League championship.

ries loss to London for the 
bronze medal.

On the Local League 
side of things, Twin Cen-
tre claimed two ‘B’ cham-
pionships and an ‘A’ divi-
sion title. It was the Ban-
tam LL Hericanes that 
took the latter, as they de-
feated Woolwich 3-2 last 
Saturday to claim gold.

“It was an excellent 
game. Our girls just love 
playing Woolwich,” said 
Paul Norris, who shares 
coaching duties with John 
Miltenburg. The teams, he 
explained, met six times 
previously this year, post-
ing a record of  2-2-2.

Twin Centre scored in 
the opening minute and 
planted another about 
four minutes later to fin-
ish the first period with a 
2-0 advantage. They were 
also first to strike follow-
ing intermission.

“We knew that they 
(Woolwich) were going 
to battle back … and 
they did,” he said, noting 
Woolwich landed a goal 
before the second period 
was over and another 
with 13 seconds left in the 
game.

For the Atom LLs, the 
league’s ‘B’ title came with 
a 4-0 shutout win over Wa-
terloo Three in Kitchener 
Mar. 25. Following round-
robin playdowns they 
handed Woolwich a 4-1 
loss, which pitted them 
against Waterloo Three 
in the finals.

“They were excited. Not 
one of the girls had every 
won a championship be-
fore, even if it was a ‘B’ 
championship … It’s a 
big deal for these young 
girls,” said assistant 
coach Joanne Guenther.

Rounding out the Local 
League medals, the Nov-
ice LL Hericanes finished 
the season with a 1-0 ‘B’ 
championship game win 
over Woolwich.

ACTIVE ATOMS The K-W Local League’s ‘B’ championship went to 
Twin Centre; they won with a 4-0 shutout of Waterloo Three.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
MAR. 26
• Woolwich 2 Brampton 5
Goals: Grant Kernick, Matthew 
Leger
Assists: Jason Gamble, Scott 
Martin

ATOM MAJOR
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 3
   New Tecumseth 5
Goals: Matthew Schieck, 
Chadd Bauman, Jacob Moggy
Assists: Mackenzie Martin, 
Chadd Bauman, Mitch Kernick

ATOM LL
MAR. 22
• Woolwich Two 3 Ayr 5

PEEWEE MINOR
Toronto Tournament
Mar. 24 to 27
MAR. 24
• Woolwich 1 Woodstock 6
Goals: Dalton Taylor
Assists: Justin Neeb
• Woolwich 4 Newmarket 3
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Justin 
Neeb, Logan White
Assists: Clinton Dechert, 
Shane Young, Jake Kernick, 
Patrick Quinn, Ryan Ament, 
Logan White
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 3 Port Credit 3
Goals: Ryan Ament, Dalton 
Taylor, Patrick Quinn
Assists: Patrick Quinn, Brayden 
Stevens, Nathan Playford, Justin 
Neeb, Logan White
• Woolwich 7 Toronto 2
Goals: Patrick Quinn (5), 
Andrew Scott, Dalton Taylor
Assists: Logan White (3), Ryan 
Ament (2), Jake Kernick, Justin 
Schlupp, Weston Morlock, 
Brayden Stevens, Clinton 
Dechert, Justin Neeb
MAR. 27
• Woolwich 2 Hespeler 2
Goals: Logan White, Patrick 
Quinn
Assists: Logan White

PEEWEE LL
MAR. 19
• Woolwich Two 2 Embro 1
MAR. 21
• Woolwich Two 2 Embro 3
MAR. 25

• Woolwich Two 1 Embro 2

MAJOR BANTAM
MAR. 20
• Woolwich 3 Oakville 3
MAR. 23
• Woolwich 4 Oakville 1
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 4 Oakville 3
MAR. 28
• Woolwich 1 Oakville 3

BANTAM MINOR
MAR. 21
• Woolwich 4 Burlington 1
MAR. 26
• Woolwich 2 Burlington 3
MAR. 28
• Woolwich 2 Burlington1

BANTAM LL
MAR. 20
• Woolwich Two 5 Tavistock 2
MAR. 25
• Woolwich Two 1 Tavistock 2
MAR. 27
• Woolwich Two 3 Tavistock 4

MAJOR MIDGET
MAR. 19
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 4
Goals: Brett Van Gerwen (2), 
Brandon Rilling
Assists: Kellen Bolger, Pat 
Toronchuk, Eric Reid, Cortney 
Wilson
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Eric Reid, Mike Boucher, 
Cortney Wilson, Drew Barton
Assists: Ryan Pfisterer, Mark 
Morlock, Brad Shantz, Mike 
Dunn
MAR. 26
• Woolwich 2 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Cortney Wilson, Eric Reid
Assists: Brett Van Gerwen

MIDGET MINOR
MAR. 21
• Woolwich 3 Oakville 5
Goals: Dan Huber, Damien 
Parent, Jacob Kalenderian
Assists: Nick Roth, Cody Bates, 
Jarred Parent, Caleb Redekop
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 4 Oakville 3
MAR. 26
• Woolwich 3 Oakville 2

MIDGET LL
MAR. 20
• Woolwich One 1
   New Hamburg 2

MAR. 24
• Woolwich One 1
   New Hamburg 2

WOOLWICH GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
MAR. 19
• Woolwich 7 Waterloo Ravens 0
Goals: Cassandra Tuffnail (3), 
Emily Wilms (2), Dana Colombo, 
Erika Morrison
Assists: Taylor Rempel (2), 
Michelle Bauman, Megan 
Chapman, Jessica Townsend
MAR. 20
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo Five 0
Goals: Cassandra Tuffnail, 
Jessica Townsend
Assists: Cassandra Tuffnail, 
Ciara Hea, Erika Morrison, Jessica 
Townsend

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
MAR. 22
• Twin Centre 5 Waterloo Four 2
Goals: Carly Bender, Lauren 
Brick, Leah Gloin, Erika Lebold, 
Cassidy Pearce
Assists: Deanna Mainland, 
Melanie Barnard, Carly Bender, 
Lauren Brick, Sally Draper
MAR. 25
• Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 0
Goals: Lauren Brock
Laura Hemmerich recorded 
the shutout

Atom LL
MAR. 22
• Twin Centre 4 Woolwich 1
Goals: Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn 
(2), Jayme Marshall (2)
Assists: Chantal Cook, Roslyn 
Mainland, Lisa Guenther
MAR. 25
• Twin Centre 4 Waterloo Three 0
Goals: Lisa Guenther (2), 
Meagan Smart, Ali Hergott
Assists: Malina Davidson (2), 
Chantal Cook, Jayme Marshall

PEEWEE B
MAR. 26
• Twin Centre 1 Niagara Falls 2
Goals: Carly Labord
Assists: Leanne Howorth

BANTAM B
MAR. 25
• Twin Centre 1 London 6
Goals: Emily Erb

Assists: Kailey Esbaugh, Arielle 
Boughner
MAR. 27
• Twin Centre 0 London 1

BANTAM LL
MAR. 25
• Twin Centre 3 Woolwich 2
Goals: Stacey Frey (2), Sarah 
Jantzi
Assists: Kaitlyn Jantzi (2), Jenna 
Dietrich, Cassandra Cain, Sarah 
Van Allen

MIDGET C
MAR. 26
• Twin Centre 4 Blenheim 1
Goals: Meggy McTavish, Holly 
Ogram, Shelby Smit, Kendra 
Schnurr
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig (2), Holly 
Ogram (2), Sarah Runstedler, 
Meggy McTavish, Emma Brazier, 
Emma Greet

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
MAR. 22
• Woolwich 5 Elora/Fergus 6
Goals: Meghan O’Hara (2), 
Michelle Conlon, Shelley Shantz, 
Kassi Fritz
Assists: Michelle Conlon, Kassi 
Fritz, Shelley Shantz, Andrea 
Mitchell, Michelle Poole, Lea 
Olsthoorn, Kelly Barnes

JUNIOR
MAR. 22
• Woolwich 1 Waterloo One 6
Goals: Steph Thomas
Assists: Jenna Petker, Christina 
Wilkinson
MAR. 25
• Woolwich 7 Guelph Two 6
Goals: Melanie Horst (3), Steph 
Thomas (3), Tabatha Horst
Assists: Jenna Petker (4), 
Tabatha Horst (2), Steph Thomas, 
Amber Truax, Barb Huegle, 
Michelle Lee

BELLE
MAR. 21
• Woolwich 4 Guelph 5
Goals: Megan Lee (2), Paige 
Steward (2)
Assists: Shelly Horst (2), Cassie 
MacDonald, Jessica Conlon
MAR. 26
• Woolwich 6 Kitchener 3
Goals: Shelly Horst (3), Paige 
Steward (2), Megan Lee
Assists: Paige Steward (2), 
Jillian Pashar (2), Jessica 
Conlon, April Hammell, Cassie 
MacDonald

the team, working with 
some of the minor hock-
ey teams and attending 
team fundraiser func-
tions.”

Both blueliners have 
played their final games 
in Kings’ colours – at 21, 
they’re no longer eligible 
to play in the league. 
Each may continue his 
hockey career in the 
United States. Swartzen-
truber, a Waterloo Ox-
ford High School student, 
has received an NCAA 
hockey scholarship from 
Lake Superior State Uni-
versity in Sault Ste. Ma-
rie, MI. 

The two have more 
than just their age and 
U.S. hockey aspirations 
in common. Like Soeh-

Hardware distributed as Kings fete season
Continued from page 14

ner, Swartzentruber was 
also voted most valuable 
player. He received the 
Alumni Award for his 
performance during the 
playoffs. 

In honour of former 

Kings’ hockey players, the 
executives doled out the 
award with “Swartzy’s” 
12 points during seven 
playoff matches and two 
goals that pushed the 
team into overtime.

“I think they’re still try-
ing to get the puck out of 
the net after the one goal,” 
laughed Wideman. “What 
more can I say about this 
kid? I never had to ask 
him if he wanted to go out 

on the ice, or if he could 
go. He was always step-
ping out the door before 
you got his name out.”

The evening of remi-
niscing over an abbrevi-
ated hockey season was 
brimming with laughter 
and tears for everybody 
associated with the orga-
nization. 

A first-time award hon-
ouring a hockey club vol-
unteer was given in mem-
ory of Dawn Farr, who 
died in a traffic accident 
last summer. The gift was 
presented by her daugh-
ter to long-time friend and 
fellow Booster Club mem-
ber Anne Hanley. 

The evening was also 
marked by the pres-
ence of Jeff Snyder, who 
coached the Canadian 
sledge hockey team to a 
gold medal at the 2006 
Paralympic games in Tu-
rin, Italy.

Snyder’s keynote speech 
went right to the heart 
of one player’s perfor-
mance. Team graduate 
Travis Martin received 
the Norm Hipel Memori-
al Award for outstanding 
performance as a defen-
sive forward. 

“This player has worked 
for everything he’s got,” 
said co-general manager 
Graham Snyder. “I know 
when Jeff talked about 
having dreams, working 
hard and not making ex-
cuses – this young man is 
the embodiment of what 
he was talking about.” 

Soehner, Swartzentru-
ber and Martin will be 
hanging up their skates 
with Adam Love and 
John McCuaig as they 
have aged out of the ju-
nior class. Each received 
a ring representing his 
dedication to the team.

Numerous other awards 
were doled out to the 
young men of the hockey 
roster.

Right winger Zac Bau-
man earned the Kings 
equivalent of the pres-
tigious NFL Masterson 
Trophy when he was pre-
sented with the Coaches 
Cup.

East impressed his au-
dience with a story of 
Bauman’s pre-King per-
formance at a scout camp 
three years ago. 

“It was a rookie camp, so 

I didn’t know anyone out 
there,” East began. “I’d 
seen this kid out there 
and it was just hack and 
slash, hack and slash. I’m 
thinking ‘this kid’s going 
to kill someone.’ I said to 
Graham [Snyder] ‘Geeze, 
I like this kid.’ We knew 
right there, although he 
didn’t play for us that sea-
son, that he was going to 
be a Sugar King.”

The Grade 12 Elmira 
District Secondary School 
student made 25 goals and 
45 assists during his sea-
son.

Timmins boy Marc De-
schamps was bestowed 
the Award of Excellence 
for combining hockey and 
school successfully.

“Marc started his col-
lege education this year 
at Conestoga and hopes 
to be an architect in the 
future,” said East. “Marc 
has become a very strong 
defence specialist and an 
important face off expert 
with the Kings.”

In his second year of ju-
nior hockey the forward 
scored 14 goals and had 23 
assists.

Also an All-Star player, 
Tyler Brenner was hon-
oured with the Dave 
Uberig Memorial Award 
for being the top Woolwich 
Minor Hockey Grad. 

“After a fine rookie year 
last season he took off and 
became a solid performer 
with 16 goals and 28 as-
sists,” said East. “With 
his play he has earned 
some great interest from 
schools in the U.S. and so 
next year maybe we’ll see 
him at that level.” 

Former Waterloo Sis-
kin and Elmira resident 
John Lunney clinched 
the Elmira Insurance 
Agencies Trophy for top 
scorer. He potted 30 goals 
had 26 assists, six game 
wins, 13 power play goals 
and a plus 17 rating dur-
ing his season on the ice, 
which included the All-
Star game.

New Hamburg resi-
dent Ryan Zehr took the 
Elmira Sports Trophy for 
rookie of the year.

Two more awards will 
be doled out in the form 
of scholarships later this 
year - the Dan Snyder and 
Frank Santarossa schol-
arships.

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

SILVER CUP John East (left) presents the Coaches Cup to 
Zac Bauman at the awards banquet Mar. 25. 

MOST VALUABLE Big winners Chad Swartzentruber (left) 
and Tyler Soehner (right) were named MVPs. Assistant 
coach Darren Wideman presented the honour.

GM’S VIEW Co-general manager Graham Snyder begins a 
presentation speech at the Kings’ banquet
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The Area’s #1 Gift Destination.

Store Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30; Saturday 9:30 - 5:00; Sunday Closed

Jewellry • Home Decor • Garden & Patio • Throws & Pillows

Make Elmira Gift Outlet Your 
Windchime & Garden Accent Destination.

We have hundreds of different styles and sounds that will add a 
pleasing and inviting atmosphere to your great outdoors.

See all the newest designs by

Windchimes make 
fantastic gifts too!

Plant the seeds of a great garden...
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

W
h i l e 
disappointed 
by a fi rst-round 
exit from 
the playoffs, 

the Elmira Sugar Kings 
enjoyed many ups to go 
with the downs of  their 
Mid-Western Junior B 
hockey season.

Skating to a strong start, 
the team challenged for 
top spot in the league, 

Up and down seasonUp and down season
Team got off to a strong start, but faltered down the stretch; now looking to next year

eventually falling to 
fourth as Cambridge 
and Brantford racked up 
points consistently and 
pulled away from the 
pack. 

The team had a shot at 
third place as the season 
ended, but a late push by 
the Guelph Dominators 
dropped them one 
position. Two wins in the 
fi nal weekend, coupled 
with a tie against Elmira 
earlier in February,  put 
Guelph one point ahead of  

the Kings. Elmira fi nished 
the regular season with 56 
points, a record of  27-19-2-
0, while Guelph went 27-
18-1-2 for 57 points. 

Finishing the season in 
fourth place, the Kings 
drew the defending league 
champions, Listowel, in 
what would prove to be 
a drawn-out seven-game 
series.

In game seven the 
Kings pushed the do-or-
die match into double 
overtime – posting a 2-1 in 

the Cyclones favour and 
fi ling themselves for early 
retirement. 

The early exit 
disappointed coach 
John East, but more 
disheartening was saying 
goodbye to some of  his 
players.

“For some of  these guys – 
our 20-year-olds who won’t 
be back with us because of  
age – tonight was their last 
night as a Sugar King,” he 
observed.

From East’s perspective, 

injuries had a lot to do 
with the team’s sputtering 
performance later in the 
year. The Kings suffered the 
standard bumps, bruises, 
cuts and concussions that 
come with the game. But 
in December the team’s 
injuries spiked when Ed 
Oliver went out with a 
broken ankle, Dane Dobbie 
with a broken hand and 
Alex Sharpe with a broken 
jaw. 

Those bad breaks 
were providential for 

the Midget players who 
were called up, however. 
When the newbie’s laced 
up, the Kings out-shot 
the competition 39-18 
and embarrassed the 
Stratford Cullitons in a 
4-2 win for the local boys. 
Given a chance to play, the 
prospects showed their 
mettle.

The team also drew 
solace in the number of  
players selected for the 
all-star game. Defencemen 
Tyler Soehner and Chad 

Swartzentruber were 
joined by forwards Tyler 
Brenner, Dobbie and 
John Lunney at the Jan. 
3 showcase. Dobbie and 
Brenner helped out with 
assists during the friendly 
match up of  the league’s 
top players. 

Although left off  the 
all-star list, Elmira 
netminder Trevor Van 
Wyck was another bright 
spot in the 2005-06 season. 
By the end of  January, he 
was ranked second in the 

league, boasting a 91.4 save 
percentage and a 2.41 goals 
against average (GAA) 
in 22 games. At the time, 
only the Brantford Golden 
Eagles’ Scott VanBommel 
– 92.9 per cent and 2.25 
GAA in 24 games – had 
better stats.

With a core in place and 
some young prospects in 
the pipeline, the Kings 
are looking forward to re-
entering the fray when a 
new season rolls around 
in the fall.

PHOTO COURTESY CALLA STUDIOS

25 Earl Martin Dr., Elmira - 669-1750

WAY 
TO GO 
KINGS!

1370 King St. N., St. Jacobs - 664-3412

For All Your Tire Needs

“Doing it right for over 65 years!”

THOMAN
TIRE SERVICE (1989) Ltd.

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira - 669-2561

Day-old chicks • Started pullets 
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 

Turkeys • Ducks • Geese

60 First St. E., Elmira - 669-5166

Registered to ISO 
9001, 14001

Manufacturers
of Sulphuric Acid

and Sodium
Bisulphite

Sulco Chemicals Limited

76 Howard Ave., Elmira - 669-3993

Congratulations on 
another great season

9 Church St. E., Elmira - 669-1461

Congratulations on a well-played season

Rob McNall - 669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

soehner@soehnerinsurance.com - 669-1661

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-5484

Elmira
Insurance

Brokers

Congratulations, Kings!

39 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-8991
WAY TO GO KINGS!

Sip & Bite
Home Cooking

57 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-FILM (3456)

E L M I R A

PHOTO
ONE HOUR PHOTO • ENLARGEMENTS
FRAMING • PORTRAITS • CAMERAS

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

CONGRATULATIONS KINGS!
33 Industrial Dr., Elmira - 669-1591

100 South Field Dr., Elmira - 669-4964

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Congratulations
on another great 
season, Kings!

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-3658

Read’sRead’sSINCE 1961

• D E C O R A T I N G •
Specializing in Paint & Wallcoverings

®PITTSBURGH
P A I N T S

48 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-8799

A PROUD 
SPONSOR OF 
THE ELMIRA 

SUGAR KINGS

25 Industrial Dr., Elmira - 669-1505

CONGRATULATIONS,
SUGAR KINGS!

1205 King St., St. Jacobs - 664-2226/664-340021 Industrial Dr., Elmira - 669-2884PO Box 130, Elmira - 669-5171

“Great finish to the season!”
Toll Free Phone (In Canada): 1-800-569-8843,  Fax: 669-5982

www.martinmills.com    •    info@marbro.com

100 Bonnie Cr., Elmira - 669-1949

Complete repairs to 
all cars and light trucks

RR2 West Montrose, Elmira - 664-1649 30 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-902822 Church St. W., Elmira - 669-5537

WAY TO GO SUGAR KINGS!

361 Arthur St. S., Elmira - 669-2831

SEE US FOR YOUR BEST DEAL
- Proud to sponsor the Elmira Sugar Kings!

VOISIN CHRYSLER

LIONS’ DEN Back row: Dave Rominger, (left) Larry Farr, Graham Snyder, Jeff Seddon, John Craig, Bob Commings. Second row: Jim McLeod, Dayl Rominger, Rob Mercer, Ed Oliver, Aaron Smith, Brock Zinken, Alex Sharp, Scott Lepold, Ryan Zehr, Scott Pfohl, Chad Swartsentruber, Tyler Brenner, Matt Rennie, 
Marc Deschamps, John McCauig, Adam MacDonnell, Chad Hepburn, Gary Schaefer, Keither Stweart. Third row: Blake Scherer, Dane Dobbie, Rod Beer, John East, Adam Love, Tyler Soenher, Travis Martin, Darren Wideman, Zac Bauman, John Lunney, Trevor VanWyck. Front row: Kyle Hanley, Brendon 
Fitzgerld.



Shopping on-line 
has never been so easy!
www.volumesdirect.com

Use this coupon code
and save 

20% off
any toy or game

ordered!
Code OBS20 • Valid until April 1st, 2006  

Not valid with any other offer

Volumes-January 21,2006  3/22/06  7:34 AM  Page 1

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There are a couple 
of new banners on 
their way to Twin 

Centre Minor Hockey; 
the organization’s Ban-
tam AE and Peewee CC 
teams won their respec-
tive provincial champi-
onships last weekend. 
The elder Stars swept 
Lakefield in three games 
while Tavistock took the 
Peewee series to five.

“We set out at the begin-
ning of the year to win it. 
That was my goal from 
day one,” Bantam coach 
Dave Hergott told the Ob-
server. “OMHA is really a 
tough thing to win.

“This team just kept 

Two titles for Twin Centre
Bantam AE and Peewee CC boys win OMHA championships

getting better and bet-
ter [throughout the sea-
son] and we made moves 
to make it better. They 
worked hard and it was 
nice to see it pay off for 
them.”

Along their way to the 
Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association finals, the 
Bantam AE Stars ousted 
Paris, Delhi, Tavistock 
and Parkhill – two of the 
series ended with clean 
sweeps and the others 
went to game five. As for 
the finals, Twin Centre 
took it with two com-
manding victories (8-1 
and 6-0), capped by a 4-2 
win in front of a home-
town crowd Mar. 24.

“They (Lakefield) played 
a hard game in the last 

game, but came on the 
wrong end of it. We lost 
three players in that last 
game – they were hitting 
us hard. I didn’t want it 
to go any farther,” Her-
gott explained.

“They got stronger as it 
went,” he noted of their 
challengers.

“This team was picked 
on speed and skill,” he 
continued, noting Lake-
field’s roster was filled 
with bigger players. 
“They didn’t have what 
we had as far as speed 
and skill. It’s hard to hit 
what you can’t catch.”

Despite the sometimes 
hard-hitting competi-
tion on the ice, the teams 
gathered together for a 
meal after the first two 
match-ups – started by 
the Twin Centre parents 
following game one.

“To me, that’s what this 
should all be about. Just 
seeing both teams, no-
body yelling or scream-
ing at each other … it was 
really special. It was what 
the OMHA is all about.”

Taking on Tavistock 

for the Peewee CC cham-
pionship, Twin Centre 
secured the provincial 
title with a 2-0 road win 
in game five Mar. 26.

“I think it just came 
down to they had more 
heart and more desire to 
do it,” coach Bob Denst-
edt said of his team. “It 
was a good accomplish-
ment, that’s for sure. … It 
was a challenging series 
– the competition was 
good.”

Before taking on Tavis-
tock, Twin Centre defeat-
ed Waterford, Seaforth 
and Mount Brydges. Both 
the first and third series 
took six games to decide 
a victor.

That situation could 
have reared its head 
again for the Stars, had 
Tavistock taken Sun-
day’s game – game two 
ended in a 3-3 tie. Twin 
Centre proved victori-
ous in games one (3-2 in 
overtime), three (3-0) and 
five; game four went to 
Tavistock 4-0.

“Both the kids and the 
parents were extremely 
excited with their ac-
complishments. It was a 
challenge to go that far,” 
he said. “It’s definitely a 
marathon and a journey, 
not a sprint.

“It was a tremendous 
team effort. … They were 
very determined through 
the whole run. We had 
our share of ups and 
down, but they remained 
focused over the 10-week 
run.”

The final Bantam AE 
series was dedicated to 
the memory of Jeffery 
Albrecht, a former Twin 
Centre Midget who died 
in a collision earlier this 
year. Many of the team’s 
coaching staff played 
with Albrecht last sea-
son.

RICHARD VIVIAN

GLORY ROAD Twin Centre’s Bantam AE team – including Jacob Caldwell – proved themselves as the best 
in the province last weekend, winning an OMHA championship over Lakefield.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$12.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word
Extra Words (Business Ads)...30¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

N E C T A R S N I P I N G
U S P H O N A C O N I T E P
N U R S E A T M A N W R
D R O O L S R I N D S A L S O
E G O M A N I A C A P A T I T E
R E D O D D I T I E S N A M
P O S S I B L E O R D U R E S
A N O R Y U M M Y S O H E
I D O G N B D U O V
D O O N T I P S Y A M M A

S E M I P R O T A L L Y M A N
E T C S H I N B O N E O D E
N I L O T I C E N G I R D L E S
N A I F L Y C E E S E P T I C
U P C U R S E C H O R E
I S I M I L E S A N T I A S

N E M E S E S S T O O L S

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED CAR RENTALS
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JUST DIAL
669-4981

������������������
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HELP WANTED

HEALTH COUNSELLOR
Seeking professional, energetic, 
compassionate career-oriented indi-
vidual to provide weight manage-
ment counselling in a clinic setting. 
Needs to be able to motivate, sup-
port, help, inform and inspire. Phone 
and sales experience are an asset.

ELMIRA - CALL 669-9299

Sat.    April 1st   9:00am

30TH ANNUAL SPRING
TURF-MUNICIPAL
AUCTION

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST., North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday, March 31st 2006 - 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!!

Professionals in the orderly liquidation and appraisals of
COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES

PRELIMINARY LIST ONLY!!
Check Website for updates!

4+ Backhoes & Loaders • Tractors
25 NEW Z-Turn FM Mowers • 10+ Diesel FM Mowers

5+ Walk behind Mowers • 20+ Dumps, Pickups, 4x4’s & Vans
Sweeper • 11+ Equipment & Office Trailers

Ferris 4500Z Z-Turn Mower • MT Trackless • Chainsaws
40+ (17+ New/25+ Used) Mowers • Chipper Shredders

Wood Chipper • 25+ Weed/Hedge Trimmers
4+ Honda Generators • Aerators • Compactors • Pumps

Diesel Compressor • Asphalt & Tar Kettle Trailers

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE -
There will be TWO Auction Rings .. Come Early or Miss the Deals!

AUCTION AUCTION

POOL COMPANY
Looking for Full Time, Seasonal 

employees. Carpentry and
concrete experience an asset. 

Must have own transportation.
Call for interview.
(519) 699-5053

DELIVERY PERSON
Full time position required immediately. 
We are looking for an energetic and 
responsible delivery person to assist in 
delivery. Must be physically fit and capable 
to lift tires. A strong work ethic, valid class 
G license and clean abstract a must.

Please fax resume to (519) 664-3406
or e-mail to lorne@basttire.com

Sat.    April 8th   10:00am

MONTHLY PUBLIC VEHICLE

AUCTION
BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX

5100 FOUNTAIN ST., North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday, April 7th 2006 - 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle,

Balance in 48 Hours by Cash, Interac or Bank Draft or as announced

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!!

Professionals in the orderly liquidation and appraisals of
COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES

  2- 2004 Chev IMPALA’s (28-38kms)
  3- 2004 Ford CROWN VICTORIA’s
10- 2003 Ford CROWN VICTORIA’s
  2- 2002 Ford CROWN VICTORIA’s
  1- 2002 Honda CIVIC 4dr
  2- 2002 Chrysler INTREPID 4drs
  1- 2002 Buick REGAL 4dr
  1- 2002 Pontiac SUNFIRE 4dr
  1- 99 Ford CROWN VICTORIA’s
  1- 98 Ford TAURUS SE 4dr
  9- 97 Ford CROWN VICTORIA’s

80+ Police, Municipal, Repo, Lease, Bankruptcy, Fleets & Others
2000 Kawasaki KZ250 Dirt Bike
2003 Ford WINDSTAR LX Wagon
99 Ford F150 XL Pickup
98 Jeep Grand CHEROKEE 4x4 4dr
96 Ford EXPEDITION 4x4 4dr
96 Ford F250 XL Pickup
95 Ford WINDSTAR GL Wagon
95 Dodge CARAVAN Wagon
95 GMC 1500 SIERRA SL Pickup
95 Chev BERETTA 2dr
94 Frd E350 (12 Pass) Club Wagon

Making a
Difference – Every Day.Difference – Every Day.

Making a

www.region.waterloo.on.ca

ASSISTANT LIBRARY SUPERVISOR
Part-time (20 hours/week) • St. Jacob’s Branch

Organizing and supervising the daily operations of a small rural library branch, you will implement library policies/
procedures, circulate materials and register new members using the Unicorn computer system. In addition, you 
will provide information and reference services to library members. Coordinating a variety of programs for adults 
and children, you will also recruit/train volunteers and participants in promotion and fundraising.

As our ideal candidate, you are familiar with library resources and have a practical knowledge of library operations 
normally acquired through the attainment of a Grade 12 diploma and a wide range of reading interests. 
Experience working with adults and children, and knowledge of the local community required. Profi ciency in 
the use of a computer and knowledge of software programs (preferably Unicorn, Word, Internet, E-mail and 
CD-ROM products) are essential. Wage rate: $16.80 - $19.08 per hour. Competition # 2006-1148

For more information on this position and to apply online, please visit our Web site, by April 7, 2006, at: 
www.region.waterloo.on.ca

Alternately, you may send your résumé to: 
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo, Staffi ng Coordinator, 
150 Frederick St., 3rd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario  N2G 4J3. 
Fax: (519) 575-4454.

We are committed to employment equity and thank all applicants in advance, 
however, we will be corresponding only with those selected for an interview.
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HELP WANTED

Are You Mature, set high 
standards for yourself and 
desire the opportunity for 
above average income? 
Contact Helen 580-6991.

Homeworkers Needed!! 
To assemble products, stuff-
ing envelopes, mailing/pro-
cessing circulars, PC/Cleri-
cal work available. Up to 
$1,500/week, no experience 
needed! Free information 
at www.CanadianWorkFrom-
Home.com, reference 3-124.

HELP WANTED

Cleaning Lady or Ladies 
required weekly starting in 
April for a busy family. Ex-
perience and reliability a 
must. References required. 
Call 669-2551.

Commercial Journey Per-
son wanted for a local heat-
ing and air conditioning con-
tractor. Mail resume to: P.O. 
Box 513, St. Clements, ON., 
N0B 2M0.

Landscap e Company 
looking for help for main-
tenance and construction 
work. Must have drivers li-
cense and good work ethic. 
Call 778-7669.

Landscap e Company 
looking for help for mainte-
nance and landscape con-
struction. Must have drivers 
licence and strong work 
ethic and able to work well 
with others. Fax resume to: 
Lyndon’s Landscaping Inc. 
(519)669-0598.

Sales Person for kitchen 
retailer. 2 week days, 9-
2:30 at St. Jacobs Market.  
If you  love to cook, call 
664-1946.

HELP WANTED

Part-time and Full-time 
counter service/cashier 
needed. Must be available 
Saturday and one evening 
per week. Experience an 
asset. Apply in person with 
resume to: Terry, Stem-
mler Meats and Cheese, 
3015 Lobsinger Line, Hei-
delberg. 

Part-time Sales Help re-
quired. 2-3 days per week. 
Apply to: Shadetree, 1381 
King St. N. St. Jacobs. 664-
1877.

Par t- t ime Van Dr iver. 
Thurs. only for pick ups 
and deliveries in local area. 
Approx. 6-7 hrs per week. 
Apply in person to: Stem-
mler Meats & Cheese, 3015 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg. 

Start With Primerica, a 
subsidiary of Citigroup, and 
build a new career in Finan-
cial Services. Full or part-
time. Training provided. Call 
496-7200 for an interview.

Twelve People Wanted to 
work from home. www.in-
comefromhome.ca

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Cleaning La-
dies available. Call now for 
spring! Elmira, St. Jacobs, 
St. Clements and surround-
ing areas. References avail-
able. 669-3231.

Will Do House or office 
cleaning. Elmira, Drayton, 
Elora and surrounding ar-
eas. Please contact Chris-
tina Martin 638-2617.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Elmira - Caring Mother of 2 
has spaces available full or 
part time. Nutritious snacks 
and meals provided. Lots of 
indoor and outdoor activi-
ties. Call Carey 210-0080.

Live Out Nanny required 
to care for 3 small chil-
dren. Elmira area. Must 
have experience - driver’s 
license preferred. Excel-
lent wages and vacation. 
Call (519)669-1737 or email 
williams0528@sympatico.ca

BUSINESS       
OPPORTUNITIES
Star t A New Career in 
home decorating. Looking 
for Decorating Consultants 
in your area for a home 
based business that will of-
fer you flexibility and great 
income opportunity. Low 
start up. Training provided. 
Call (519)829-3036.

FOR SALE

1995 Chev Lumina 7 pas-
senger van, very good and 
clean $2900 as is o.b.o. 
$3200 certified. Call for de-
tails 895-6062.

Almost New. Kingsman 
Wood Stove $250; micro-
wave stand $60; wood dining 
table, double pedestal with 6 
chairs $900. Call 669-4318.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

D o u b l e  S t r o l l e r  Pe g 
Perego. Excellent condi-
tion. Navy blue. $200 o.b.o. 
669-0909.

Gas Baseboard Heaters 
- direct vent nat. gas or (pro-
pane - extra). 5,000 BTU 
- $425, 48” long; 9,000 BTU 
$625, 72” long. www.cozy-
heater.com (519)496-5999.

Moving - Furniture, must 
sell! Diningroom set, kitchen 
table, wood and glass coffee 
tables, Pier 1 white wicker 
shelves, TV stands, couch 
and much more! Call 669-
0161, no calls after 9 p.m.

Moving Sale - Diningroom 
suite, 6 chairs with hutch 
$1000; chester f ield and 
chair, ottoman and occa-
sional chair $1000; queen 
bed, black brass with duvet 
and pillow shams $500. All 
items like new. Best offer. 
(519)746-8525.

Trailer & Tow Van. 1985 
19ft Gypsy Trailer. Very 
good and clean condition. 
$4900.00 o.b.o. Call 895-
6062 for details. 1992 GMC 
Safari Van. New Cat, muffler 
and exhaust. $1900.00 as is. 
$3300 certified, o.b.o. Com-
bined unit $6500.

Used Furniture. Bedroom 
sets, dining sets, chest of 
drawers, box & mattresses 
etc. Available again at D&D 
Furniture, St. Clements. 
699-6221.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bath Chair with back for 
tub. $35. 893-0231, after 6 
p.m. please.

Camera, Pentax PC55. Auto 
35mm film, no zoom. Works 
great. $20. (519)569-7781.

Fabric 100% cotton prints. 
20 yards for $40.00. 893-
3262, Kitchener.

For Sale - Custom made 
french doors 28 x 80. $50 
each, two available. 846-
8746.

Lights - Natural Gas or 
propane. Double ceiling 
and wall fixtures. $15. Call 
Lucinda. 699-5868.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Split Rail Cedar garden ar-
bour plus lots of fencing. $50 
for all. You disassemble. In 
Alma 846-5593.

Tea Figurines - Jack & 
Jill, about 20 - $2.25 each. 
(519)648-2451.

Truck Full Sized Tool Stor-
age Box by Delta. $50.00. 
Call Les 669-3974.

HORSES

Private Adult boarding 
facility is accepting a few 
boarders to enjoy a friendly, 
professional atmosphere, 
with large paddocks, in-
door/outdoor arenas, bright 
matted stalls and more. Ad-
vanced instruction/training 
available. English/Western. 
Horses for sale/lease. Over 
130 scenic acres to enjoy. 
30 min. N/W of Waterloo. 
(519)638-8981.

HORSES

The Ontario Standardbred 
Adoption Society is looking 
for loving caring adoptive own-
ers for our beautiful horses. 
Discover one of the most ver-
satile breeds! If you have room 
in your heart to love a horse 
checks us out at: www.osas.
ca or call (905)854-6099, or 
email osas@bellnet.ca

WANTED

Buying Century Old Brick 
f a r mh o us e s ,  s c h o o l s , 
churches, etc. for wreck-
ing and br ick salvage. 
Ross Lumley (519)383-
2024; wrecking people’s 
homes (46 last year) all 
over southwestern Ontario 
since 1969.

Players Wanted. Womens 
pick up Hockey. Sundays, 
11 a.m. June, July, August. 
Waterloo RIM Park. Dianne 
Schneider 742-0898, please 
leave message.
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▼ See MORE page 25

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSIS

PROFESSIONALPAGES
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ELECTRICIAN

CRANE RENTALS
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AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira 669-8309
Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING
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112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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GLASS INSTALLATION

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS
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March 22
12:31 PM A St. Jacobs man was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ after 
two pedestrians were struck by a ve-
hicle on Elmira’s Brubacher Street, 
near Arthur Street. The driver reported 
he was turning onto Brubacher Street 
when he veered into the oncoming 
lane in an attempt to avoid a group 
of pedestrians. In doing so, he struck 
two youths – they were treated at the 
scene for minor injuries.
2:24 PM Police have no suspects in 

the case of seven stolen Royal Doulton 
dolls. The items went missing from a 
King Street business in St. Jacobs some-
time between 4 and 6 p.m. the previous 
day. The investigation continues.
11:28 PM A traffic enforcement ef-

fort resulted in a significant ticket for 
an Elmira-area man travelling on Lis-
towel Road, near Three Bridges Road. 
The man was nabbed going 115 km/h 
in an 80 km/h zone. He was also in pos-
session of a radar detector, which was 
promptly seized.

March 23
1:58 PM Thieves made off with a 

quantity of scrap stainless steel from 
a business on Elmira’s Howard Avenue. 
The material – valued at $1,000 – was 
taken sometime in the previous three 
days. There are no suspects.

March 24
6:32 PM A Kingfisher Crescent, 

Elmira man became aware his vehicle 
was broken into when police called 
to return his wallet, which was found 
earlier in the day. Parked in his drive-
way, the vehicle was illegally entered 
sometime overnight and his wallet was 
taken. Credit cards were not recovered. 
Upon calling to cancel the cards, the 
man learned the thief had put them 
to use.
8:32 PM Responding to a residential 

alarm on Heidelberg’s James Street, po-
lice discovered an attempted break-in. 
Unknown culprits tried to force open a 
rear living room window without suc-
cess. There are no suspects.
10:13 PM Likely connected to the pre-

WANTED

Ride Needed from Elmira 
to Resurrection High School 
on corner of University Ave. 
& Fischer Hallman in Kitch-
ener. Return also 3:30 p.m. 
11:30 p.m. Call Charlotte 
669-8317 or 669-5183.

AUTOMOTIVE

1988 Oldsmobile Delta 88. 
Good paint. Selling as is. 
$500.00 o.b.o. 638-3327.

2001 Chrysler Neon. 4 cyl., 
auto, air, Cinnamon Glaze 
f inish, Only 37,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Dodge Caravan SE. 
3.3L, auto, loaded including 
child seats. 83,650 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Dodge Ram 1500 
quad 4X2 SLT Sport. 5.9L, 
auto, loaded. 59,025 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 
quad 4X4 SLT, 4.7L, auto, 
loaded, leather,  b lack, 
70,820 kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 GMC Sierra 1500 SL 
4X2, auto, air, reg. cab. Only 
13,500 kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2005 Dodge Grand Cara-
van. Stow-n-go, p. seat, rear 
air, alum. wheels. 39,400 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2005 Dodge Ram 1500 
4X2 ST. 4.7L., auto air, reg. 
cab. Only 7100 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2005 Dodge Ram 2500 
quad 4X4 SLT, diesel, load-
ed. 21,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apartment 
within walking distance to 
downtown, in very quiet 6-
plex, heat included. Phone 
669-8732.

For Rent: Barn for storage 
or hobby shop. 900 sq. ft. 
$150.00/month. No Sunday 
calls please. 699-4718.

RENTALS

Available Immediately 
Elmira. Bungalow, backing 
to open space, garage, dble 
drive, rec. room w/gas fire-
place 4th bdrm & 3 pc bath 
(washer & dr yer inc l .) 
$1,150.00/month plus utili-
ties. No pets. No smoking. 
669-5484 (day), 669-5742 
(evening).

Elmira - Big One bedroom. 
Apr. 1. $495.00 plus. 669-
5431 eves 669-8582.

For Rent - Spacious one 
bedroom apartment, sep-
arate entrance, walk-out 
deck, appliances included, 
no smoking, no pets. $575 
per month plus utilities. Call 
669-8906 evenings.

Main Floor 2 Bedroom 
Apartment near downtown 
Elmira. Recently renovated. 
Call 648-2340.

Moorefield - One bed-
room apartment, furnished, 
laundry facilities, parking, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $650 inclusive. First 
& last. (519)638-3013.

REAL ESTATE

Heidelberg - $699,900 
1830 Kressler Rd. 35 acres 
- 2 storey, 5000 sq. ft. 5 
bed., 4 car garage, barn. 
(519)885-1664 or Bythe-
Owner.com/5198851664

Open House Sunday, April 
2, 2006. 2:00 - 4:00, 12 
Mourning Dove Cres. Elmi-
ra. 3 bedroom bungalow 
with carport on large lot on 
quiet crescent, close to all 
schools. This home has 4 
piece bath, fireplace in liv-
ing room, large finished rec 
room, off ice/bedroom. 2 
piece bath downstairs, many 
upgrades including new roof, 
newer carpet & flooring, win-
dows, gas furnace with elec-
tronic air cleaner, central vac 
& air. All appliances included. 
Asking $225,500.00.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Refin-
ishing.  Specializing in hand 
stripping,  repairing, church 
interiors and pews, dining 
room sets, rockers, chairs, 
doors,antiques and uphol-
stery.  Highest quality work-
manship. Pick-up/delivery. 
Free estimates. 579-1475.

COMING EVENTS

Easter Sunday Brunch 
- Sunday April 16, 2006 
11:00 - 4:00. Join us and 
enjoy many delicious se-
lections including hot roast 
meats, and delicious des-
serts. Watch the horse train-
ing from your dining table! 
Troika Equestrian Restau-
rant, 2137 Shantz Station 
Road, Breslau. (519)648-
3222. Off Highway 7 (Victo-
ria St.) between Kitchener 
and Guelph.

Woo d sid e B ib l e  Fe l -
lowship Vacation Bible 
School presents: Group’s 
Fiesta! Where kids are fired 
up about Jesus, July 10-14, 
2006, 8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Woodside Bible Fellowship, 
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmi-
ra. Cost: $15/child. Family 
Fiesta, Thursday April 13th 
with special guests con-
temporary christian artists 
OTL (Outside The Lines). 
Registration available April 
2, 2006. Deadline for reg-
istration June 26, 2006. For 
more information or to reg-
ister contact Jackie Williams 
669-1296 ext. 22.

Open House - A new con-
sultant in the Elmira area is 
holding an Open House dis-
playing PartyLite’s Candles 
and Accessories. Bring a 
friend and enjoy the many 
products PartyLite has to 
offer. Many door prizes to be 
won. Catalogue orders only. 
Thursday April 6th from 6:00 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 17 Carriage 
Hill Trail 669-1262.

GARAGE SALES

Moving/Garage Sale. April 
8, 1 - 5 p.m. 14 Maple St., 
Drayton. Appliances, fur-
niture, antiques, exercise 
equipment, toys, odds and 
ends.

PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes & Rates:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50 • 8x10 - $15

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT LASTS 
LONGER!

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.

LAW&ORDER
vious report, police are investigating a 
residential break-in on nearby Hilltop 
Court. Sometime in the previous two or 
three hours, entry was gained through 
a walk-in door from the garage. Taken 
as a result was a quantity of costume 
jewelry, valued at less than $500. There 
are no suspects.
11:32 PM Conflicting stories and 

poor weather conditions led to a lack 
of charges in a two-vehicle collision 
at the intersection of Elmira’s Whip-
poorwill Drive and Arthur Street. Two 
vehicles were approaching the cross-
ing from opposite directions – both on 
Arthur Street – when the southbound 
driver attempted to turn left, into the 
path of a oncoming vehicle.  Damage 
was reported as significant. Neither 
driver was harmed.
11:40 PM An Elmira man was charged 

with ‘breach of probation’ after police 
were called to an Oriole Parkway resi-
dence. The subsequent investigation 
indicated the man was in violation of a 
court-ordered curfew. He was arrested 
and held for a show-cause hearing.

March 25
7:49 AM Slippery roads played a part 

in a single-vehicle collision on Gerber 
Road, near Hackbart Road. A minivan 
driver lost control of his vehicle and 
rolled into a ditch; he suffered a small 
cut in the process and was taken to 
hospital by a family member. The mini-
van was demolished. No charges were 
laid.
7:52 AM A similar situation took 

place on Hutchinson Road, near 
Queen’s Bush Road. A Wellesley man 
lost control of his pickup truck on an 
icy section of road and rolled over. The 
driver reported a minor injury. There 
were no charges.
3:10 PM Two vehicles collided in a 

business parking lot on Church Street 
in Elmira. Stopped to refuel, a vehicle 
was struck when the driver of another 
vehicle decided to back up. Both ve-
hicles sustained minor damage; no one 
was hurt.  There were no charges.
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

PAINTINGCARPET CARE

ROB McNALL  669-7607

• Carpet & UpholsteryCleaning on Location
• Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 

 and Pick up Service

• Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
• Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
• Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
• Pet deodorization
• Floor Stripping

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

HAVE YOU PAID ENOUGH
TAXES? CALL US FOR OUR

PAY NO TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

ROOFING/SIDING
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BRIAN
MARTIN

��������
����������������
�������������
�������������
���������������

��������������

����������������������

���������
����������

�������� ����������������������������
������������������������

�����
���������

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING!

OFFICE 519.698.2114 • 519.746.4544
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs
• Repairs • Churches

Serving Elmira and Surrounding Area for over 30 years!

ROOFING
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38 39 40 41
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62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70

71 72

73 74

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

©2006 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

ACROSS 
1. Not genuine
5. Old breed of  Egyp-
tian hunting dogs re-
sembling greyhounds
12. Indicate by signs
13. Provide with 
choice or abundant 
food or drink
15. Spoke
17. The wife of  an elec-
tor in the old German 
empire
19. Mexican/Central 
American flower
20. ____ Maria, Christ-
mas song
21. Basic unit of  mon-
ey in Thailand
22. Someone fighting 
another person
23. The mistake of  not 
following suit when 
able to do so
26. Member of  a Bud-
dhist people inhabiting 
the area of  the Mekong 
River
27. Lever open
28. Aggravating trou-
ble (Yiddish)
30. Thick stew made of  
rice and chicken and 
small game
32. Debutante (short)
33. A parallelogram 
with four equal sides
34. Realistic Norwe-
gian author who wrote 
plays on social and po-
litical themes (1828-
1906)
35. 5th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet

36. Larval fly
38. Written agree-
ments between two 
states
41. Times that have 
elapsed
42. The pit on a cactus 
stem where a flower or 
spine develops
45. A conjunction word 
can be “because”
46. Lemur of  Mada-
gascar
48. Add poison to
52. Game kids play 
when they are ‘it’
54. A small vascu-
lar growth on the sur-
face of  a mucous mem-
brane
55. Steve Kannon
56. Even (adverb)
57. A rapid bustling 
commotion
58. Someone paid to 
operate a typewriter
59. Create
62. Abbrev./slang for 
computers, stereos and 
other electronics
64. A coral reef  off  
the southern coast of  
Florida
65. A variety of  alba-
tross with black feet
66. Breed of  heavy-
coated Arctic sled dog
70. More masculine
71. Having or showing 
profound knowledge
72. Change homes
73. To make mad
74. Title of  the emper-
ors of  Austria or Ger-

many until 1918
DOWN 
1. Any of  various 
plants whose leaves or 
stems are cooked and 
used for food or sea-
soning
2. Odorous
3. Creepy
4. Bring to light
5. A toxic nonmetallic 
element related to sul-
fur and tellurium
6. Make older
7. Resinlike substance 
used in varnish
8. In or of  the month 
preceding the pres-
ent one
9. An edge between a 
sidewalk and roadway 
(British spelling)
10. Someone guided 
more by ideals than 
practical consider-
ations
11. European freshwa-
ter fish resembling the 
roach
13. To echo
14. Amazing
16. A greyish brown
18. Rock formed by 
successive layers of  
clay
20. Starch resembling 
sago that is obtained 
from cuckoopint root
24. A written work, 
generally written for 
school
25. A witty saying
29. Syllable naming 5th 
note on musical scale

31. Slender double-
reed instruments
32. To cause to sepa-
rate and go in different 
directions
33. Paper slip given to 
prove purchase
35. Houdini
37. Opposite of  stop
38. Generally requir-
ing a key to open
39. In the direction of
40. Rested state
43. Born in England 
(1629), founded the 
Massachusetts Bay 
Colony
44. Protective stone 
or concrete structure, 
designed to prevent a 
beach from washing 
away
47. A connecting point 
at which several lines 
come together
49. The human face
50. A negative
51. Japanese paper 
folding
52. Much smaller
53. Red-headed cartoon 
without pupils
56. What people did, 
according to Darwin
60. Things we 
shouldn’t do
61. A period of  school-
ing
63. Contract someone 
to work for you
67. Keeping informa-
tion to yourself
68. A lyric poem
69. A harsh noise

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

DESIGN SERVICES

T L
Design

Services Tom Lumsden
(519)669-0768

30
years experience

Custom plans
Homes

Cottages
Additions

Ontario certified

Peter Hirtle
Basements, Decks,
Fences, & more…

If you can 
imagine it 
we can do it.

call •• 519.638.2689
cell •• 5 1 9 . 8 3 0 . 4 3 1 3
eM •• ashberry@hsfx.ca 

Why wait for summer? Get your dreams in motion with a call.

Insured.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SCRAP WANTED
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The Township of Woolwich The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confidently Embracing Our Future."

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

ELMIRA INFLOW AND INFILTRATION RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
PHASE FIVE, CONTRACT NO. 2006-01

An invitation to residents from Woolwich Township to participate on an

HONORARIUM REVIEW COMMITTEE
Council wishes to appoint a task force consisting of members of the commu-
nity including representatives from the business, labour, media, community at 
large, former councilors and agricultural sectors to determine an appropriate 
level of remuneration for the 2007 – 2010/11 term of Council (see note).  The 
task force will meet periodically to develop recommendations to be presented 
to the current Council for implementation for the 2007-2010/11 council term.  
The purpose of the Committee is:

• To consider and recommend an appropriate level of remuneration for 
members of Council including the Mayor;

• To establish a formula based on established economic indicators that 
would be used as a means to recommend adjustments to the Council 
honorarium on an annual basis.

• To recommend a process for future honorarium reviews.

NOTE:  It is anticipated that forthcoming provincial legislation will extend a 
council term from the current 3 years to 4 years.

If you are interested in participating on the task force or require further infor-
mation, please contact Deputy Clerk Valrie Hummel at 669-1647 extension 
239 for an application.  Deadline for submission of applications is Thursday, 
April 13, 2006.

Christine Broughton
Director of Council and Information Services/Clerk

SEALED TENDERS, on forms supplied by the Owners Consultant Engineer, 
will be received by:

The Corporation of the Township of Woolwich
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur Street South

Elmira, Ontario   N3B 2Z6
Attention: Director of Finance & Treasurer

until 12:00 Noon, Local Time, on Tuesday, April 18, 2006 for the Elmira In-
flow and Infiltration Reconstruction Project, Phase Five. The following is a 
general, but not necessarily complete, description of the scope of work to 
be undertaken.

The reconstruction of approximately 320 metres of roadway including: Cardi-
nal Street and Mourningdove Crescent, in the Settlement of Elmira including 
the following:

• Roadwork and underground services removal.
• Trunk sanitary and I/I sewer, storm sewer, watermain and service re-
placements.
• Curb and gutter, sidewalk, and pavement construction.
• Traffic control and utility coordination.
• Service installations by directional drilling and in-house plumbing ret-
rofits.

This project is scheduled to commence on or about May 15, 2006 and be 
completed on or about July 15, 2006

Plans, specifications and tender forms may be obtained from Stantec Consult-
ing Ltd., 49 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6M7 (519) 579-4410, 
for a non-refundable fee of $100.00. DOCUMENTS MAY ONLY BE PICKED 
UP AFTER 3:30 P.M. ON MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2006.

A Bid Bond in the amount of 10% of the tender amount must accompany each 
Tender, and the successful bidder will be required to provide 100% Performance, 
Labour and Material Bonds upon execution of the Contract Agreement.

ST. JACOBS ARENA
ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Saturday, April 15, 2006 - 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Arena FULL of bargains • Free Admission
ROOM FOR MORE VENDORS • Call Rich 669-2533 to reserve your spot

Tenders will be opened publicly in the Council Chambers of the Township Of-
fices located at 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira, at 1:15 p.m., Local Time, on 
the date of closing.

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

Mr. Rod Kruger, C.E.T., A.M.C.T.   Mr. Ron Louttit, C.E.T.
Manager of Engineering Operations   Project Manager
Township of Woolwich     Stantec Consulting Ltd.
69 Arthur Street South     49 Frederick Street
Elmira, Ontario      Kitchener, Ontario
N3B 2Z6      N2H 6M7

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A new award symbol-
izing outstanding 
performance dur-

ing the hockey season did 
not fall into the hands of  a 
player at the Elmira Sugar 
Kings annual awards ban-
quet.

Instead the Mid-Western 
Junior B hockey organi-
zation chose last Saturday 
(Mar. 25) to honour a vol-
unteer with the newly 
instated Dawn Farr Memo-
rial Award.

As an active hockey mom 
and member of  the Booster 
Club, Farr was a diligent 
member of  the organiza-
tion prior to her death 
last summer in a traffic 
accident. In her memory, 

Hockey award honours volunteer
Original Booster Club member Anne Hanley granted the Dawn Farr Memorial Award

the family decided it was 
time to give thanks to one 
of  the many volunteers 
who support the team all 
season.

Anne Hanley was the 
inaugural recipient, pre-
sented the honour by 
Farr’s daughter Candice.

“The main reason why 
we chose her for this year, 
at least, was because she 
was someone that my 
mom really respected for 
the amount she put in and 
the time she put into the 
organization regardless 
of  what else was going on 
in her life,” said Candice 
Farr.

“I think my mom would 
have thought that she de-
served recognition for her 
extraordinary efforts.”

As an original member of  

the Booster Club – a group 
of  mothers who prepare 
an after-game dinner for 
the hockey players – Han-
ley has been a staple in the 
organization for almost 20 
years. 

Her work efforts have 
included gathering Christ-
mas gifts for the players, 
fundraising and organiz-
ing the awards banquets.  

“I was quite honoured 
because there are so, so, 
many people within the 
organization that cer-
tainly could have had that 
award,” Hanley told the 
Observer. “I was certainly 
honoured to received it 
and proud to have my 
name on it.” 

As one of  the original 
members of  the Booster 
Club, Hanley has been 

involved in her share of  
fundraisers, dinners, ban-
quets and day-to-day tasks. 

Her level of  experience 
has often forced her into 
an organizational position, 

simply because she knows 
how things have been done 
in past years.

“I don’t feel that I do any 
more than the rest,” she 
explained. “They’re all so 

willing to help out.”
Her involvement with 

the Kings began when her 
two eldest sons, Steve and 
Scott, laced up with the 
team in 1987. Her third 
son, Craig followed suit 
soon after and her daugh-
ter joined the ranks of  the 
volunteers. 

But her generous nature 
does not fall only on the lo-
cal athletes. 

The St. Teresa Public 
School secretary also 
volunteers for Meals on 
Wheels, EDACL, at her 
church and with the chil-
dren’s theatre company If  
the Shoe Fits Productions. 

“She’s done a lot of  work 
and never complains,” 
said Marilyn Craig, direc-
tor on the Kings executive 
board. 

DESIREE FINHERT

HONOURED Longtime volunteer Anne Hanley was the recipient of 
the inaugural Dawn Farr Memorial Award at the Sugar Kings banquet 
Mar. 25 in Elmira.
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COMING EVENTS
CAMPING ONTARIO - Book your Holidays! CMT and
Chevy Truck Presents 17th Annual Havelock Country
Jamboree - August 17-20/06. Featuring Lonestar Charley
Pride, The Oak Ridge Boys, John Anderson, Ian Tyson,
Crystal Gayle, Carolyn Dawn Johnson & more. Order tick-
ets 1-800-539-3353, www.havelockjamboree.com

AUTOMOTIVE
CREDIT PROBLEMS, BANKRUPTCY, NO PROBLEM!
Wholesale prices, 4000 vehicles, ZERO down, Mr. Green
Autowest 1-800-634-0117 Easy Finance-Low Payments
MOTOR VEHICLE dealers in Ontario MUST be registered
with OMVIC. To verify dealer registration or seek help with
a complaint, visit www.omvic.on.ca or 1-800-943-6002. If
you're buying a vehicle privately, don't become a curbsider's
victim. Curbsiders are imposters who pose as private indi-
viduals, but are actually in the business of selling stolen or
damaged vehicles.

BUSINESS OPPS.
A JOB AT HOME on your computer. Average Income:
$493.51 weekly; Code A1 www.MyHomePCJob.com.
EXCITING MOBILE TOOL FRANCHISE - Complete
Business System: Premium Quality Products, Financing
programs, Training & Support Programs. No franchise fees
or royalties. Call Matco Tools Toll-Free 1-888-696-2826.
www.matcotools.com
OWN YOUR OWN STORE - Country Depot, TrueValue
Hardware, V&S Department Stores - New & existing loca-
tions. No Franchise Fee - Earn Dividends. Call TruServ
Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-5085 www.truserv.ca
PET LOVERS join Multi Menu franchisee team. Free home
delivery of pet food & 6000 accessories. PT/FT. Investment
starting at $3,000. Start-up campaign plus ongoing support
& training, no royalties, exclusive territories 1-877-462-0056
/ 416-907-8531, www.multimenu.ca

CAREER OPPS.
BANFF, Alberta - THE FAIRMONT BANFF SPRINGS has
full-time, permanent opportunities for Housekeepers and
Dishwashers. Subsidized housing and competitive wages.
For other opportunities visit www.fairmontcareers.com, Fax
resumes to: 403-760-6056

FRANCHISE OPPS.
ONE OF CANADA'S FASTEST GROWING IT FRANCHIS-
ES is growing in your area. Get into business for a low
$15,000 franchise fee. Proven model, great brand. (519)
273-5777, visit www.discoverycomputers.com

EDUCATIONAL OPPS.
BECOME AN INTERIOR DECORATOR with our home-study
course. Learn INTERIOR design and how to start a success-
ful business. Call 1-800-267-1829 for a FREE BROCHURE.
www.sheffieldschool.ca
MARITIME DRILLING SCHOOLS entry-level training for 
land and offshore oilrigs. Excellent wages, benefits and 
opportunities to travel the world. April 24 - May 13, 2006, May
22 - June 10, 2006. Information contact: 1-866-807-3960,
www.mdslimited.ca.
START YOUR ONLINE Medical Transcription training today!
Certificate program endorsed by employers. At-home and on-
site job placement assistance. Contact CanScribe Career
Centre. 1-800-466-1535, www.canscribe.com, info@
canscribe.com.

EMPLOYMENT OPPS.
$$$ ATTENTION!! CHOCOLATE!! $$$ Here's a great oppor-
tunity to make extra income by selling chocolate bars and new
products. Managers Wanted. Fundraising services available.
Call now: 1-800-383-3589
NEED A home phone? Reduced! Monthly service only $39.95
and low connection fee! Cheapest rates around! Call Phone
Factory Reconnect 1-877-336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca
PHONE DISCONNECTED? Easy Reconnect gets your
phone working again. Low hook-up. Fantastic monthly rates.
Guaranteed approval, regardless of credit. Phone disconnect-
ed? Call 1-877-446-5877.
WELDERS/TRAILER MECHANICS required immediately,
full-time permanent positions. Apprenticeships available.
Competitive wage/full range of benefits. Apply in person/mail
resume to: Advance Engineered Products Ltd., 10498 - 17
Street, Edmonton, AB, T6P 1V8. Email to: rhunt@aepl.ca or
fax to 780-449-1203. 

A-Z DRIVERS WANTED
BISON TRANSPORT requires AZ long haul drivers. Excellent
pay, benefits, regular home time and safe driving reward pro-
gram. Visit our website www.bisontransport.com or call today!
1-800-263-1427
OUTSTANDING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES for
Experienced AZ drivers at Stevens Transport, Van Division.
Competitive pay & benefits. Dedicated equipment & runs. Cdn
& US exposure/border crossing experience, clean abstract
required. CALL 1-800-263-7461 & Join the Stevens team!

WANTED
WANTED: OLD TUBE AUDIO EQUIPMENT. 40 years or
older. Amplifiers, Recording, Communication, Hi-Fi and Stereo
Equipment. Hammond organs. Any condition, no furniture.
Call Toll-Free 1-800-947-0393 / 519-853-2157

FOR SALE
1 DISCONNECTED TELEPHONE? RECONNECT NOW!
FREE activation, Yes FREE! Best available rates. No cus-
tomer refused. Free long distance when activated. Call
National Teleconnect at 1-866-443-4408
A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE - Get your first month free.
No Credit, Bad Credit, No Problem! Call Freedom Phone
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464
ATTENTION: PORTABLE BAND SAWMILL AND RESAW
OWNERS. Selling Lenox bandsaw blades @ competitive
prices. Any length and widths from 1" to 2". Call Peter Beacock
@ Ontario Industrial Blade Sales 705-329-5860
BRAND NEW PC! Everyone's approved!* Get a fully loaded
MDG Computer with an Intel P4 3Ghz from 99 cents/day.
Includes everything you need: 512MB RAM, 17" LCD flat
panel, Windows XP & much more. PLUS free 256MB MP3
Player & free* photo printer for first 500 callers (*call for con-
ditions) 1-800-236-2504.
CEDAR, SPRUCE, PINE & TAMARACK seedlings for sale!
Free Catalogues! Call Forest 1-866-640-8733. www.forest-
care.com
CHEAP Phone Reconnection. Free voicemail. No refusals, no
credit check. Tembo Telecom toll free 1-877-468-3626. Sign-
up online and save $20.; www.tembo.ca.
NEED A NEW COMPUTER? If you have a home phone and
a chequing account, you're approved for a Lightning-fast Acer
Computer! Call Now! 1-866-841-7669. www.canadiancomput-
erfinancing.com
NEW DELL Pentium 4. Everyone's approved!* No money
down. No payments for one year! 1028MB RAM 19" LCD, 3-
1/printer. *Free DVD/burner or MP3/player (*conditions). 1-
866-858-0660; easy2ownpc.com
SAWMILLS from only $3,495.00 - Convert your LOGS 
TO VALUABLE LUMBER with your own Norwood portable
band sawmill. Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodindustries.com - FREE Information: 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT
WASTE OIL FURNACES, BOILERS. 27 years proven safe,
clean, reliable. 30 models, C-UL, 125,000-1 million BTU's, fast
payback. 1-866-268-3556 e-mail inov8@sympatico.ca

HELP WANTED
A CAREER TEACHING ENGLISH INTERNATIONALLY
begins with professional training. A 5-day certificate course will
be held at Windsor University May 10-14 (Open House April
11) & at Fanshawe College May 24-28 (Open House April 5).
To register for an Open House CALL 1-888-246-6512.
www.INTLcollegeoflinguistics.com
CANADA'S TOP DIRECT SALES TEAM needs consultants in
your area. Earn a great income and free vacations. Call 1-866-
597-1507 or email cperlock@golden.net for free catalogues
and information.

HELP WANTED
FULL/PART-TIME RESP SALES AGENTS URGENTLY
NEEDED! Due to Free Grants from the 
Federal Government, one of Canada's Leading Registered
Education Savings Plan (RESP) providers is experiencing
EXPLOSIVE growth. Excellent marketing support. 
FREE TRAINING. Car a must. We will assist with OSC
licensing cost to qualified applicants. Call Toll-Free 
1-866-323-RESP, Fax 1-866-355-RESP, Email:
Heritage_Plan@ON.AIBN.COM
OLYMEL, Red Deer, Alberta's largest employer is now hir-
ing FOOD PROCESSING WORKERS. Starting Salary
$10.55/hr Plus Premiums And Earn As Much As $17.85/hr;
Extended Health & Dental After 3 Months; Free Bus Service
Within The City; NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED. Please
send your resume to: OLYMEL Human Resources 7550 -
40th Avenue, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6R7 Fax: (403) 309-
7547 apply@olymel.com, www.olymel.com
$$$$ PAID WEEKLY! COMPANY needs part-time/full-time
help to process unclaimed bank accounts. Call 1-866-883-
0780, Ext. 120

MORTGAGES
A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st and 2nd Mortgages, 
95% to 100% Financing, Debt Consolidation, No 
Income Verification Plans, Residential, Commercial,
Industrial. CALL TODAY 1-800-225-1777, www.
homeguardfunding.com
LARGE FUND---Borrowers Wanted. Start saving hundreds
of dollars today! We can easily approve you by phone. 1st,
2nd or 3rd mortgage money is available right now. Rates
start at Prime. Equity counts. We don't rely on credit, age or
income. CALL ANYTIME 1-800-814-2578 or 905-361-1153.
Apply online at www.capitaldirect.ca
$$ MONEY $$ 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages / Loans up to
100% for any purpose. Debt Consolidations. Bad Credit OK.
Call Ontario-Wide 1-866-777-6384.
MORTGAGES - FREE INFORMATION - INSTANT PRE-
APPROVALS BY PHONE FOR ALL PROPERTY TYPES.
Bank turndowns OK, Bankruptcies OK, No/Low Income OK.
1st, 2nd, 3rd Mortgages, Construction/Renovations, Debt
Consolidations, Purchases, Refinancing. Easy Low Monthly
Payments. Good/Bad Credit. If you have sufficient "Equity"
... YOU'RE APPROVED!! Servicing Ontario for over 20
years. CALL Toll-Free: 1-866-996-8226 - Seven Days a
Week "Anytime." New Haven Mortgage Corporation.

PAY TELEPHONE SERVICES
CANADA'S TOP PSYCHICS...Are You Ready to Believe in
Psychics Again? Call Now, You Won't Be Disappointed! 1-
900-451-7070. $2.95/min. 18+

PERSONALS
Are drugs and alcohol affecting your life? Information
about treatment services is available. Call the DRUG
AND ALCOHOL TREATMENT INFORMATION LINE
(DART) toll-free 1-800-565-8603. www.dart.on.ca
CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a PARDON! Need to
enter the U.S.? Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON or 905-459-9669.
Gambling too much? If you or someone you know has a
problem with gambling, call the ONTARIO PROBLEM
GAMBLING HELPLINE (OPGH) toll-free 1-888-230-
3505. www.opgh.on.ca

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
BUS COUNCIL OF CANADA recognizes the 
professionalism of experienced bus drivers through its
national Certification program. Find out more at
www.buscouncil.ca or call 1-866-271-1107

STEEL BUILDINGS
BUILDINGS DIRECT by Canadian Manufacturer since
1980. "Priced to Sell - Built to Last!" Toughest against
snow, wind and rain. Go Direct and Save. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422.
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS Durable, Dependable,
Pre-engineered, All-Steel Structures. Custom-made to
suit your needs and requirements. Factory-Direct afford-
able prices. Call 1-800-668-8653 ext. 536 for free
brochure.

VACATION/TRAVEL
RIVERBOAT CRUISING - St. Lawrence River. The has-
sle free way to travel. Unpack once, relax & enjoy.
Included: Shore excursions, great meals & nightly enter-
tainment. 3, 5 & 6 nights. Private Staterooms. From
$969. DIAL-A-BROCHURE 1 (800) 267-7868.
www.stlawrencecruiselines.com
TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% off Retail! Best
Resorts and Seasons! Call for FREE Customized
Magazine! 1-800-496-5964. Browse online for over 400
worldwide properties -- www.holidaygroup.com/ocn
TIMESHARE RESALES - Sell-Buy-Rent-Exchange.
World's largest timeshare resale broker. Stroman Realty
- since 1979. World-wide selection of resort properties.
Call today toll-free 1-800-201-0864.

Network Classifieds: Advertise Across Ontario or Across the Country! 
For more information contact

Your local newspaper

• It’s Affordable • It’s Fast • It’s Easy • It’s Effective • One Bill Does It All • Northern Ontario $82 • Eastern Ontario $143 • Western Ontario $133 • Central Ontario $139 • All Ontario $424 • National Packages Available!

nals. “It was a long road 
for us to get to where we 
were and I think the kids 
played awfully hard.”

This marks the third 
OMHA championship for 
the New Tecumseth team, 
which has essentially 
the same roster as the 
2004/2005 Minor Atom and 
2003/2004 Novice victors.

While Woolwich failed 
to land a ‘W’ in the series, 
nearly all of  the games 
were relatively close. 
Game two even finished 
with a 3-3 overtime tie.

“Our kids, they are still 
in good spirits. They know 
this is a very good team 
we played,” Gregory told 
the Observer. “This series, 
they (Tornadoes) were 
better than we were.”

However, winning silver 
is no small feat, he noted.

“When you look at 

Atoms found all the right notes in playoffs
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
throughout the year, we 
were a very celebrated 
team. We accomplished 
a lot of  our goals. You’re 
always disappointed with 
the result, but never dis-
appointed with the effort; 
they battled and tried 
their best,” the coach con-
tinued, referencing their 
International Silver Stick 
championship earlier in 
the season.

“They wanted to make 
their community feel 
proud of  them and they 
worked extremely hard 
to get there. There’s no 
shame in losing to a team 
that’s like that. You have 
to give credit where credit 
is due – they were a good 
squad.”

Before lacing up last Sat-
urday, the Major Atoms 
heard a few words of  en-
couragement from Elmira 

Sugar Kings coach John 
East. 

“My boys idolize the 
Kings – that’s where, ul-
timately, they want to 
play when they get older,” 
Gregory explained. His 
squad and the Kings have 
had several interactions 

throughout the season, 
which the coach credits 
for helping his players stay 
motivated and determined. 
“As much as we were stop-
ping by their dressing 
room, they were stopping 
by ours. I think it’s a great 
thing when you look at 

that.”
Through much of  the 

season, and particularly 
during the OMHA playoffs, 
the Major Atoms attracted 
a crowd of  spectators to 
cheer them on. That added 
encouragement, Gregory 
noted, really helped his 
players along. In front 
of  those crowds – both 
home and away – the team 
showed their commitment 
to the game.

“They’re a very proud 
bunch of  kids. All through-
out the year I’ve had a lot 
of  people compliment the 
kids on their behaviour 
and how classy a group 
of  kids they are,” he said. 
“Even the coach from the 
other team [in the finals] 
commented on how this 
was class ‘A’ hockey. 

“When you teach kids 
how to play hockey, that’s 
what you have in mind.”

Continued from page 13

String of strong showings wrap up MWH season
the ice with point-five 
seconds to go. They had 
‘perma’ smiles that’s for 
sure.”

For the 13- and 14-year- 
old boys, the season was a 
learning year of  practicing 
systems. The team drilled 
breakouts, forechecking 
and defence strategies – 
which paid out in the end.  

In the round robins the 
Minor Bantams won 4-1 
in Burlington and lost 3-2 
in OT in St. Jacobs before 
their final win.

“I hope the boys remem-
ber it, because it’s a good 
feeling to win a champion-
ship,” said Wagner.

In the next division the 
Major Bantams have also 
been celebrating a year of  
success after winning a Sil-
ver Stick tournament over 

Belle River 2-1 in January. 
For the 14- and 15-year-olds, 
players the win was a big 
triumph.

“[Belle River] won the all 
Ontario this year so to beat 
a team like that makes you 
feel pretty good about how 
you did too,” said coach 
Jake Snyder.

“The guys play with a lot 
of  character and a lot of  
heart and sometimes we 
get in over our heads, but 
it’s great to play with a 
group of  kids that play as 
hard as they do.” 

The Major Bantams have 
been together for two years, 
forming a bond which has 
allowed them to improve 
on where they started last 
year. That consistency set 
them on the track to play in 
the OMHA semifinals.

In the playoffs the team 

won two of  three matches 
against Oakville and tied 
one.

Most of  the boys will be 
graduating this year, which 
means Snyder will have a 
whole new group to coach 
next season.

While most teams in the 
league were vying for play-
off  space and competing 
in tournaments and cham-
pionships, one team was 
focused on celebrating the 
game.  

The Midget LL squad was 
treated to new jerseys and 
a trip to Trenton, Ontario 
to compete in the friendly 
Snowball Express tourna-
ment.

Coach Dave Ritchie de-
cided the team would rent 
a coach for the journey 
instead of  driving in cars, 
and they would stay in a 

Continued from page 14 

9:43 PM Stolen from a Kitchener 
residence, an abandoned vehicle 
was found in a ditch on Floradale 
Road, near Sideroad 18. Before 
crashing into the ditch, the vehicle 
demolished a ‘stop’ sign; a region-
al crew responded and replaced 
the sign. There are no suspects.

March 26
2:44 AM A stolen Sony CD play-

er/radio attracted police to the 
Best Western on Benjamin Road 
in St. Jacobs. The device was taken 
from an employee’s vehicle some-
time earlier in their shift. There are 
no suspects.
2:45 AM Police charged an 

Elmira-area man with ‘possession 
of a controlled substance’ follow-
ing a routine traffic stop on Centre 
Street. A quantity of marijuana 
was seized.
5:37 AM Another Elmira-area 

man was issued a 12-hour driver’s 
licence suspension after being 
stopped by police on Arthur Street, 
south of Elmira. He blew a ‘warn’ 
on a roadside breath/alcohol test, 
prompting the suspension. His ve-
hicle was towed from the scene.

March 27
7:24 AM Vandals inflicted sig-

nificant damage to a vehicle at a 
Heidelberg residence. The vehicle’s 
windows were broken, tires flat-
tened, a driver’s side mirror was 
broken off, the roof was caved in 
and a rear passenger’s side door 
was dented. A suspect was pro-
vided, but police soon learned that 
individual was already incarcerat-
ed. The investigation continues.
9:24 AM On a smaller scale, 

vandals struck a residence on Lin-
wood’s Manser Road, near Ament 
Line. Sometime overnight, a stone 
was thrown at a front bay window 
and smashed an exterior pane of 
glass. There are no suspects.
11:02 AM An abandoned bicycle 

was recovered from a ditch on 
Bridge Street, near Waterloo. The 
multi-speed men’s bicycle is being 
held at the Elmira police station 
pending owner identification.

March 28
7:14 AM A deer was struck and 

killed by a vehicle on Country 
Squire Road, near Waterloo. The 
impact caused moderate vehicular 
damage. The driver, a Kitchener 
man, escaped injury.

hotel while away.
“We took the Kitchener 

Rangers bus – that was 
pretty cool,” said Ritchie. 
“I treated them more like 
a higher level team. They 
respond well to things like 
that.” 

In response to the all-star 
treatment, Ritchie’s play-
ers acted like gentlemen. 

The 15- to 17-year-old boys 
had a party room rented 
in the hotel in addition 
to there quarters. When 
Ritchies went to settle the 
bill he was surprised by 
the managers comments.

“The manager said to 
us, our kids were so well 
behaved they gave us the 
room for free,” said the 
coach. 

While participating in 
the Snowball Express, the 
Midget LLs won their first 

match against Oshawa, 
followed by two losses to 
Trenton. 

“That’s where we ran into 
some strange refereeing,” 
explained the coach. 

Other than the trip to 
Trenton, Ritchie said the 
season was mediocre. 
They competed against 
New Hamburg Two in the 
C Division championship 
and lost their first two 
matches. 

“We actually beat them 
three or four times in 
the season – I don’t know 
what happened,” said the 
coach. 

In other divisions the Ma-
jor Novice team lost their 
first two games against 
Brampton. Facing elimi-
nation Wednesday night, 
they dropped a 5-2 deci-
sion, ending their season.

MORE
LAW

Continued from page 22

DESIREE FINHERT

GOAL-ORIENTED Woolwich Major Atom player Eric Van Gerwen 
drives for the net last Saturday (Mar. 25) during game four of the OMHA 
championships. The resulting 5-3 loss put the title in New Tecumseth’s 
hands; the series ended 3-0-1 against Woolwich.
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Wellesley maintains ban on Sunday hunting Syrup season in full swing More money demanded for children’s centres

See PROJECT page 29

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3610

Weekly  Specials
SPECIALS IN EFFECT APR 3 - APR 8

Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades AA, AAA

Ground Beef

Roasting Chickens

Pork Schnitzel

Ham Kolbassa

Chicken Breast

Old Cheddar

$1.99/LB

$1.99/LB

$3.39/LB

$3.99/LB

$5.99/LB

$7.59/LB

Breaded

Pine River

Deli Sliced, Oven Roasted

Lean

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two St. Jacobs’ sisters 
are planning a trip 
to finish what their 
younger sister started.

The three Cress sisters have 
all been involved in mission 
work at one time or another. 
For 16-year-old April, it was a 
trip to Ecuador over the March 
Break. 

The high school student trad-
ed her comfy bed and the win-
try Canada weather for the hot 
sunshine and poverty of South 
America on an 11-day excur-
sion.

Now her older sisters Ashley 
and Nicole will follow on their 
own mission trip to the same 
site in Bastion Popular, Ecua-
dor to continue the building 
project April started.  

Similar to other mission trips, 
April was involved with the 
Spanish-speaking children, 
immersed in the native culture 
and involved in a construction 
project to build a campsite.

“When I arrived there was 
one house getting its bricks 
done and another two places 
had cement floors and roofs, 
but they still didn’t have their 
bricks,” April recalled. 

The mission trip and build-
ing project is organized by Life 
Change Adventures with Elmi-
ra’s Woodside Bible Chapel and 

Ecuador revisited 
Three St. Jacob’s sisters take turns on 

an Ecuadorian building project
New Hope Church in Waterloo.

Four sleeping cabins, a year-
round house for the directors, 
a dining hall-kitchen and a 
chapel are in the works to ac-
commodate 200 Ecuadorian 
children. 

When April arrived at the 
building project in March, 
things appeared to be getting 
started. She did work on the 
second sleeping cabin before 
her duties turned to working 
with children in the nearby 
squatters’ community.

“We got to revisit the site after 
a week of being there,” she told 
the Observer. “It was amazing 
the progress that they had done. 
They were getting the second 
level done in the area where we 
had been cementing.”

April has been home for two 
weeks now, readjusting to her 
life of enforced school sched-
ules and a diet in excess of fish 
and rice. In the time she’s been 
home, her older sisters Nicole 
and Ashley have been prepar-
ing their own trip down south. 

The Conestoga College stu-
dents will be travelling with 
Life Change Adventures in a 
group with other college and 
university students to the same 
campsite building project in 
Ecuador.  

“It’s a small world,” started 
Ashley. “Even though we 
couldn’t all go down together 

Opposing a request from the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunt-
ers, this week Wellesley councillors decided not to overturn a ban on 
Sunday gun hunting in the municipality. The ban was first approved by 
council last April.

In the week preceding today’s Elmira Maple Syrup Festival, plumes of 
smoke could be seen over local sugar bushes – a sign the sap has been run-
ning. The smoke suggests local syrup producers have been busy in prepara-
tion for the festivities and stockpiling until next year’s run.

Meeting this week, Woolwich councillors endorsed a City of Waterloo 
resolution calling on the province to reduce wait times at children’s treat-
ment centres in Ontario. Some 9,000 children are awaiting health ser-
vices at 19 centres, including KidsAbility, which serves the region.

SISTER ACT OF KINDNESS Sisters Nicole (left) and Ashley Cress (middle) of St. Jacobs will be travelling to Ecuador on a mission 
trip to continue a building project started by their sister April. DESIREE FINHERT
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No foolin’: get some schoolin’
Ag society announces $10,000 in post-secondary scholarhips for local kids
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1192 QUEEN’S BUSH RD., WELLESLEY • 656-2950 

• FRESH PRODUCE

• QUALITY MEATS

• LOTTERY TERMINAL

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR:

• MOVIE RENTALS

• AGENT FOR NEWTEX    
DRYCLEANING

OPEN 7 
DAYS A WEEK

Mon.-Fri.  8am - 9pm, 
Saturdays 8am-6pm, 

Sundays 12-5pm

EARLY WEEK SPECIALS:

APRIL 3-8/06

P
Y

M
’S

 M
EA

T 
S

P
EC
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LS

$$299

/LB

CUT FROM CANADA 
AA GRADE BEEF

EYE OF ROUND 
OVEN ROAST

/LB

CUT FROM CANADA 
AA GRADE BEEF

OUTSIDE
ROUND ROAST

JANE’S PUB STYLE

CHICKEN
(BURGERS, STRIPS,

OR NUGGETS)

$299
/LB

FRESH, SKINLESS,
BONELESS
CHICKEN 
BREASTS

$499
/LB

ALBERTA SELECT
STRIPLOIN

STEAKS
$299

/LB

DELI SLICED 
MAPLE LEAF

BLACK
FOREST HAM

$249
/LB

EXTRA LEAN
(10% OR LESS FAT)

GROUND
BEEF

$249 $249 $799 $399

PORK LOIN
BONELESS

CENTRE CUT 
STEAKS

870g

SAVE $4.00

/LB

Notice of

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held at the

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HALL
29 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario

TUESDAY APRIL 18, 2006
3:45 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

R.S.V.P. by Tuesday, April 11th to

Donna - 888-6100 ext 221 or dbaxter@united-way-kw.org

TELEPHONE: (519) 745-4053 VISIT US: 103 Ontario St. S., KIT.

See us for a great selection of game tables.

STORE
HOURS:
Mon-Fri
10:30-6,
Sat 9-5

1915 ANTIQUE 
POOL TABLE
(table not exactly as shown)

• Fully restored
• Slate
• On display & ready to go! 

SPECIAL PRICES ON IN
STOCK POOL TABLES!Plus

Get 120 agricultural 
student leaders 
from North Amer-

ica together under the 
same roof, and what hap-
pens? 

For the most part, edu-
cation. 

Those who watched the 
agriculture and agri-
food industry’s next gen-
eration come together 
last week for the World 
Association of Agricul-
tural Councils (WAAC) 
2006 conference at the 
University of Guelph re-
ceived an education of 
their own, seeing how 
proud, progressive and 
responsible Aggies speak 
eloquently and genuinely 
about their future. They 
know it’s not all rosy, but 
they’re determined to fix 
what they can, work to-
gether for a better under-
standing of the problems 

facing their sector, and to 
generate some solutions.

That’s why WAAC ex-
ists. It’s an annual, stu-
dent-run conference (it’s 
at Iowa State University 
next year), designed to 
nurture communication 
networks among student 
federations at agricul-
tural universities, and 
introduce participants 
to successful student pro-
grams and leadership ini-
tiatives at almost a dozen 
campuses from the US 
and Canada. This year’s 
event was ably co-chaired 
by Katie Cheesmond and 
Mike MacLean, two stu-
dent leaders in the Ontar-
io Agricultural College. 

The WAAC participants 
came together at various 
area venues throughout 
their stay at Guelph, in-
cluding Elora’s classy 
Grand River Raceway and 

casino. There, last Friday 
night, in the raceway’s din-
ing facility they listened 
to bids from hopeful hosts 
for the 2008 conference 
(Michigan State Univer-
sity and Purdue Univer-
sity) and thanked WAAC’s 
sponsors, led by FS GROW-
MARK, for getting behind 
their conference.

But before the night end-
ed, the evening’s hosts, 
the raceway and the 
Woolwich Agricultural 
Society (the non-profit so-
ciety owns and operates 
the raceway), had their 
own way of thanking the 
students for their com-
mitment to agriculture’s 
future. On behalf of the 

society’s philanthropic 
committee, raceway gen-
eral manager Dr. Ted 
Clarke announced a new 
$10,000 annual scholar-
ship-bursary program 
specifically for agricul-
ture students.  It’s in-
tended to provide $1,000 
of financial assistance 
for 10 students from Wel-
lington and Perth coun-
ties and the Region of Wa-
terloo who are entering, 
or currently enrolled in, 
college or university ag-
ricultural programs. The 
Ontario Agricultural 
College is a likely home, 
or future destination, for 
many of these students.

The philanthropic com-

mittee had been ponder-
ing this kind of program 
for the past two years, 
discussing it at board 
meetings, but never quite 
finding the right time to 
pull it all together. Then, 
when committee mem-
bers found out WAAC 
participants were com-
ing to the raceway for an 
event, they knew they’d 
been presented with a 
perfect opportunity to 
make an announcement. 
And committee was right 
– helping young leaders 
go to school and stay in 
school is imperative for 
the agri-food sector’s 
development, and the 
significance of $10,000 
in scholarships and bur-
saries wasn’t lost on the 
WAAC students. Show-
ing this kind of support 
to the young leaders is 
nothing but a winner.

It’s encouraging to see 
this kind of community 
participation and support 
for local education by the 
ag society, even though 
its $18-million raceway 
is still in its infancy and 
most of the proceeds are 
paying off construction 
costs. But philanthropic 
committee chair Joanne 
Ross-Zuj says this is just 
the beginning of the 
society’s support for edu-
cation. Members were ex-
tremely impressed with 
the conduct, demeanour 
and optimism shown by 
the WAAC participants, 
and now, they say, the 
door’s wide open for oth-
er ideas about how the 
society can “make things 
better.”   

There’s more on the 
scholarship and bursary 
program at www.gran-
driverraceway.com.
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Region of Waterloo Council will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2006 to receive public 
input relative to the University of Waterloo request for financial assistance for the proposed 
McMaster University’s Michael G. DeGroote Satellite School of Medicine. The proposed location 
of the Medical School is at the University of Waterloo Health Sciences Campus in Downtown 
Kitchener. The University of Waterloo has requested funding of $19 million over three years 
from the Region of Waterloo. A presentation will be made by the University of Waterloo at this 
meeting.

The public meeting will be held on:

Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2006
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, 2nd Floor
 Region of Waterloo Administrative Headquarters
 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, ON

If you are interested in speaking at the public meeting, please register in advance by calling the 
Regional Clerk’s Office at 575-4420 by Thursday, April 6, 2006 at 12:00 noon.

Kris Fletcher
Director of Council & Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

PUBLIC MEETING
Public Input for new Medical School

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira students 
were dumb-
struck Monday 
by a 60-year-old 

story that highlighted 
the seriousness of bully-
ing on a global scale.

Some 500 Grade 9 stu-
dents and other invitees 
packed Elmira District 
Secondary School’s caf-
eteria to hear the tale of 
81-year-old Dr. Eva Ols-
son, who lived through 
World War II in a Nazi 
work camp.

Although Olsson de-
tailed how she and her 
family were transported 
to a Nazi slave camp in 
a boxcar with a hundred 
other Hasidic Jews, her 
story starts closer to 
home.

The Canadian educa-
tional speaker and au-
thor of Unlocking the 
Doors told the assembly 
how her grandson was 
bullied during his high 
school career. He was 
called derogatory Jew-
ish names by his fellow 
students while a teacher 
watched.

This simple anecdote 
was the cornerstone of 
her story, which carried 
the spellbound audience 

Bullying and bystanders debunked
EDSS students get a lesson in bullying from Holocaust survivor

silently through her 60-
minute speech. 

Through an illustrative 
narrative Olsson relived 
her 20s, a time when a re-
gime of Nazi bullies sepa-
rated her family, mur-
dered most and tortured 
the others through star-
vation, forced labour and 
captivity. Born in Szats-
mar, Hungary in 1924 
and carted to Germany 

in 1944, Olsson breathed 
the black smoke of burn-
ing bodies and ate bread 
made from sawdust in 
the concentration camp 
until liberation. 

After moving to Cana-
da, the Bracebridge resi-
dent lived in denial of her 
involvement in the Holo-
caust until 1996 when she 
turned her fear and grief 
into a tool of warning.

After her grandson was 
called a ‘stupid Jew’ she 
asked a hushed audience 
about the significance of 
name calling.

“Why the labelling?” 
she addressed the stu-
dents. “What is there 
to gain? The only thing 
we are proving is how 
ignorant we really are 
– labelling people with-
out even getting to know 
them.”

In Olsson’s anecdote 
the tormentor is only one 
part of the problem. 

“What bothered my 
grandson even more 
was that the teacher was 
standing in the hallway,” 
she explained. “He said 

nothing and he did noth-
ing. So what was the 
message that the teacher 
gave to the bully? That 
this kind of behaviour is 
acceptable? Never.”

Olsson discussed the 
implications of being a 
bystander and how it can 
lead to atrocities such as 
the Holocaust. Although 
her disturbing story 
reached across the ocean 
and six decades back, 
Olsson spoke as if the 
threat had never dimin-
ished. 

“How free are we? How 
secure are we?” she con-
tinued, citing the 9-11 ter-
rorist attacks. 

“With this kind of be-

haviour, no one is secure. 
One day the bully will be 
bullied.”

The theme of bullying 
and debunking the inno-
cent bystander falsehood 
has become a strong el-
ement in her presenta-
tions.

“The line that she closed 
with was ‘when there 
were only a few Nazi bul-
lies nobody seemed to 
worry, but when there 
were a couple hundred 
thousand Nazi bullies? 
That’s when it became 
a problem,’” reiterated 
Dave Conlon, student ac-
tivities director. 

“She linked that to [stu-
dents] being bystanders,” 
he continued. “She said 
‘when you’re a bystand-
er you’re just as guilty 
as the person doing the 
bullying because you’re 
not doing anything. And 
don’t think by you stand-
ing by that you’re not in-
volved.’ She really came 
back to that message at 
the end.” 

When Olsson had fin-
ished her presentation, 
complete with black-and-
white pictures taken 
from within a Nazi camp, 
the school bell rang and 
the students filed out in a 
sombre mood.

“They walked out think-
ing rather than talking,” 
said Conlon. “She really 
made an impression, you 
could tell … the kids went 
out of there not in the nor-
mal jovial ‘let’s run for 
the bus’ mood that they 
will do after a normal as-
sembly.”

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

SHOCK AND DISMAY EDSS students Katelyn Farr (left) and Jenna Calibaba watch and listen to Holocaust survivor Eva Olsson’s story of how 
bullies and bystanders can lead to atrocities.  Olsson addressed an assembly at the high school Mar. 27. 
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www.lensmill.com

PRICES
IN

EFFECT
FOR
ONE

WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

GOT 2B GIFT SETS

SERVING DISH
Chip N Dip

VEGGIE SLICER

Blue

CALENDARS

SAFARI FABRICS

TOWEL SETS

PHOTO FRAMES
Entire Stock, Brass

BULK COOKIES

COTTON BAGS

2006

IRONING PADS

All 3 Piece

UPHOLSTERY

60”

TAPESTRY PANELS

Spice Select

Remnant

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

SHEET SETS

CLEARANCE FABRICS
LARGE GROUPING

EMBROIDERY FLOSS
Anchor

Milano Brand Remnant

SPANDEX REMNANTS

PLACEMAT & COASTER SET
8 Piece, Fruit-Shaped

PHOTO FRAMES
HAPPY EASTER 4” x 6”

OVEN MITTS
Teflon Coated (One Sided)

JIGSAW

JACQUARD
Striped

FLEECE
Licensed

SMALL SPOOL THREAD

FISHNET DRAPERY

WABASSO SHEETING
90” (On Rolls), Printed

POLYESTERS HATS & BOWS

SHADE BLINDS
Roman

FLOWERS

60”

FRAGRANCE CANDLES
Betty Crocker Home

Chop Topper Cutting Board and

SERVING TRAY

Skil, Variable Speed

1/2 PRICE   
Regular :: $9.99 ea.

SEASONINGS & SPICES

24” x 57” Dashboard

SUNSHADER

CORDUROY

Unbleached

Entire Stock

TERRY ROBES

$1 OFF  

Craft

SEWING NEEDLES

Molnyke

WICKER BASKETS
GREAT FOR EASTER - Entire Stock

Susan Bates1/2 PRICE   

Dried

COTTON AFGHANS
Selected

Wicker

BUNNY BASKETS

COTTON DRILLS

UPHOLSTERY FABRICS
Large Grouping, Drapery &

ANKLETS & TOE RINGS
JUST ARRIVED! Simi

PLACEMATS
Selected

T-SHIRTING
Tubular

AWNING CANVAS
45” Selected

$6.99 yd.

Regular
$16.99 yd.

$4.49   yd.

ALBUM KITS
Thomas Kincade

CLEANING

TUNDRA BAGS
Entire Stock

1/2 PRICE   

$2.00   yd.

$2.00ea.

$2.49   ea.

$2.29   pr.

2/99¢

$2.99   ea.

$4.99   ea.

FROM $2.99   yd.

99¢
yd.

FILL A 
BAG FOR

3 STEMS/$2 Regular
$1.99

ea.

4/$1.00

APRIL
SALES!

OFF
REGULAR PRICE40%

99¢ Regular
$2.99 ea.

1/2 PRICE   

$3.99   ea.

Regular
$9.99 ea.

1/2 PRICE   

1/2 PRICE   

1/2 PRICE   

1/2REGULAR
PRICE

$3.99   ea.

Regular
$9.99 ea.

$9.99   ea.

99¢
ea.

69¢
pkg.

Regular
$1.49 pkg.

$29.99   ea.

$3.99   set

$7.99   ea.

$3.49   ea.

THE
LOWEST
PRICE

1/2 PRICE   

2 CARDS/$1 Regular
99¢ ea.

$5.99   yd.

Regular
$7.99 yd.

3/99¢ $4.99   yd.

Regular
$9.99 yd.

20% OFF

1/2 PRICE   

$1.00   

$2.99   yd.

Regular
$7.49 yd.

FLEECE PONCHOS
GREAT FOR SPRING

$7.99   ea.

1/2 PRICE   

15% OFF
Regular

$8.99 yd.

75% OFF

$29.00   ea.

Regular
$39.99 ea.

1/2ORIGINAL 
PRICE

$1.49   yd.

Regular
$2.99 yd.

it will be just as good for 
us to compare notes and 
sharing stories. Then she 
can see the progress.”

Although levelling ce-
ment foundations, lay-
ing bricks and painting 
are not familiar tasks to 
the Cress women, they 
are looking forward to 
the challenge. This will 
include reporting their 
efforts back to the young-
est sister.  

“I think it’s kind of cool 
because we’ll be able to 
see the whole process and 
be able to complete some-
thing in the end,” said 
Nicole. “Having April be 
a part of it – going down 
and coming back and tell-
ing us about it – then for 
us to go down and finish 
it is kind of cool.”

The graphic design stu-
dent became interested in 
mission work after learn-
ing of Mother Theresa’s 
involvement in foreign 
countries. 

For the eldest sister Ni-
cole, an accounting stu-
dent at the college, the 
mission trip to Ecuador 
is something her friends 

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H

FELLOWSHIP •WORSHIP • FAITH • SPIRTUAL • COMMUNITY
                  LOCAL CHURCH                                SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

16 Wilker Way, Linwood

HEARING
ASSISTED

Emmanuel
Evangelical Missionary Church - Elmira

2 First St., Elmira • 669-5030

9:30am:
Sunday School 

10:45am:
Sunday Worship

“A family of 
caring believers...”

5 First St., Elmira (John Mahood PS) • 669-1459

www.elmiracommunity.org

Elmira
Community
Church

Starting something new

Come and join us, the 
message this Sunday is;
“Change the message 
for this week here.”
If you do not have a church 

home, give us a try!

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 664-2311

Calvary 
United
St. Jacobs

“Rooted in Scripture, Growing in Christ.”

10:00 am: Sunday Worship

BOB RUMBALL
     April 9 10am &

7:30pm
     April 10 7:30pm

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale • 744-7447
www.kcf.org   •  Pastor Steve Fleming

“Building Relationships with God, 
One Another and the World”

Sundays at 8:30 am & 11 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Koinonia is affiliated with CFCM - the Canadian 
Fellowship of churches and ministers

Impact Youth Fridays at 7:30 pm
Twenty20 Young Adults (2nd & 4th Sunday) at 7:30 pm

St. Aidan’s 
Anglican
Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira

Contact June Melenbacher: 669-8479

10:30am:
Sunday Eucharist BAS

1st Sun. BCP

Priest:
Canon David Hartry

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday April 2, 2006
9:15 am & 11:00 am

All are Welcome!

Guest Speaker: Dr. David Barker 
Heritage College & Seminary

“We Shall ‘Glory!’”

THERE’S POWER THROUGH JESUS’ BLOOD

IN
LINWOOD

Everyone Welcome

Sunday Services
10:00 am:

Mexican Mennonite 
German Language

7:00 pm:
Full Gospel
English Speaking

2 Cross St., Elmira • 669-2852

Gale
Presbyterian 
Church

Sunday Worship 
11:00am

Sunday School during service

Minister: Rev. Dr. Linda J. Bell

Office Hours: M-TH 9-Noon & 1-3 • E  galepresbychurch@golden.net

9:30am:
Sunday School

10:45am:
Worship Service

47 Arthur St. South., Elmira • 669-3153

ZION MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP

THE JUNCTION

Pastors 
Ken & Dawne 
Driedger

Visitors Expected

have been doing for years.
But before the girls can 

pack their bags and begin 
taking snapshots of the 
campsite’s building prog-
ress, they have to raise 
the funds for airfare and 
room and board.

The girls have to collect 
$1,600 each before their 
May 1 trip. To that end, 
four local bands were to 
play a fundraising con-
cert Friday night at 7:30 
p.m. – sacred and secular 
tunes were on tap at the 
Music for Missions con-
cert at Calvary United 
Church in St. Jacobs.

“We wanted to reach the 
interest of kids our age 
or even high school kids 
so they see what we’re 

doing and maybe influ-
ence them to get into mis-
sions as well,” Ashley ex-
plained.

“For me personally, mu-
sic has been a huge im-
pact on my life … I think 
that’s the way to reach 
teenagers.”

Headlining the event 
were The Levies, Mass 
Deficit, Minute Switch, 
Split Mind – a lineup with 
members who will also 
be going to Ecuador on 
the mission trip. Elmira’s 
Scott Martin of Minute 
Switch will be travelling 
with the May excursion 
and Hawksville’s Jeff 
Horst of Mass Deficit will 
follow later in the sum-
mer.

Project a family affair
Continued from page 26

DESIREE FINHERT

MISSION MEMENTO An Ecuadorian bracelet is one of many gifts 
April Cress purchased during her March Break mission trip.
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PIANOS.CA
Canada’s Largest Piano Retailer

HUGE
PIANO
SALE
The Centre
In The Square
101 Queen St. N., Kitchener

MARCH 31-APRIL 2MARCH 31-APRIL 2
Fri. 12-9pm • Sat. 10-6pm • Sun. 10-5pm

PIANOHOUSE
B U R L I N G TO N  I N C .

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.pianos.ca
1-800-281-7172

10 YEAR
WARRANTY

FREE FIRST TUNING
FREE BENCH

FREE
DELIVERY!

FINANCING
AVAILABLE O.A.C.

‘Home of the Famous Niemeyer Pianos’
NEW AND USED PIANOS & DIGITALS INCLUDING:

Niemeyer, Kawai, Samick, Yamaha, Young Chang

ROB McNALL  669-7607
www.completecarpetcare.ca

HAVE YOU PAID ENOUGH
TAXES? CALL US FOR OUR

PAY NO TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607
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Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

Homeopathy • Clinical Nutrition 
Herbal Medicine • Hydrotherapy 

Lifestyle Counselling • Acupuncture

Naturopathy is a complementary 
approach to healthcare where your 

body is stimulated to heal itself.

Quality care available for all
ages and all health conditions.

93 Church St. W., ELMIRA Tel: 669-2405

��������������
������������
�����������������
��������������������
�������������
��������
���������

���������������������������������������

��������������
���������������������

�������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������� �������������������

FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture

• Homeopathy • Lifestyle Counselling
• Fat/Muscle Mass Testing

FROM LEFT: RAZA SHAH, MINDA
AHUJA, TRICIA BRUBACHER

FAMILYALBUM

KELLY, JORDYN KATHERINE 
Big brother Daniel, with his par-
ents Heidi (nee Kumpf) and Chris 
are pleased to announce the safe 
arrival of his little sister, Jordyn. 
Born on Wednesday March 8, 
2006 at 8:29am, weighing 7lbs 
11oz, and 20 1/2 long.
Special thanks to Dr. Anstatt 
and all the nurses at Grand River 
Hospital.

BIRTHDAY

BIRTH NOTICE

“SWEET 
SIXTEEN”
SAMANTHA

ENGAGEMENT BIRTHDAY

Leon and Gloria Martin are 
pleased to announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, 
Roslyn, to Bill Thomas, son of 
Brenda and Jack Bollé and Bill 
and Christine Thomas. The 
wedding will take place Au-
gust 12, 2006 in Guelph

STAG 
& DOE

Love from Mom, Dad, 
& Grandma

DEATH NOTICES

PARKER 
MERLIHAN...

BIRTHDAY

...BORN 
TO ROCK!

HAPPY 4TH 
BIRTHDAY

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
for

ORVILLA REIST
on the occasion of her 

90TH BIRTHDAY
to be held 

Saturday April 8th 
1:30 to 4:00 pm 

at Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 
Cross St., Elmira

March 30th
Love Always

Mom, Dad & Finnegan!

DEATH NOTICES

FROM A CUTIE TO A 
65-YEAR-OLD BEAUTY!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY “STELLA” (MARIE)

From Your Loving 
Crazy Family

From Your Loving 

“GOTCHA!”

FOR BOB 
BERSCHT 
& ANNA 
HORVATH
SAT., APRIL 8 

AT 7PM
LION’S HALL 

(FORMER CARRIAGE HALL)

• Live Music 
• Door Prizes

TICKETS $10.00 
AT THE DOOR

EHRLICH, Margaretha
Margaretha Ehrlich died peacefully, on 
Friday, March 24, 2006, at the Village of 
Winston Park, surrounded by her family. 
She was 78 years of age. Local relatives 
are son Gary Ehrlich and his wife Heidi 
of Wellesley.

KENNEDY, Vera Matilda
Passed away, peacefully, on Sunday, 
March 26, 2006 at St. Mary’s Hospital, at 
the age of 83.

REID, George A.
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Thursday, March 23, 2006, at 
Chateau Gardens, Elmira, George A. Reid, 
in his 86th year, of Elmira.

SEITZ, Isabelle Clara
At KW Health Centre, on Friday, March 
24, 2006 in her 101st year.

Local relatives are brother Roy Sherrer 
and his wife Noreen of Elmira.

WEBER, Annie (Mrs. Elam M.)
On Friday, March 24, 2006 at her home, 
RR5, Lindsay. Annie (Brubacher) Weber in 
her 89th year. Local relatives are daugh-
ters Lizzie Weber of RR1, St. Jacobs and 
Velina Weber of RR2, West Montrose.

STAG & DOE STAG & DOE

Request that your funeral 
home place obituary notices 

with the Observer.

STAG & DOE

Chris Oster &
Amanda Black

April 8, 2006
Elmira Legion 11 First St. E.,

8pm - 1am
Tickets $10 (Available at Door)

Music & Lunch Provided

FAMILYALBUM
The Absolutely Best Way to Get the Word Out!
Single.......(1.5625 x 3.25”).........$20
Double......(3.3125 x 3.25”)........$35
Pint Size....(1.5625 x 1.6”)..........$12

Call 669-5790, drop 
in or email us

DEADLINE: 
Wednesdays by 5pm
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FOR FURTHER INFO AND ADDITIONAL PHOTOS,CHECK OUR WEBSITE:
www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira • EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA
ROZEMA

Sales Rep.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

CAROLYN
SULLIVAN
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated • 90 Earl Martin Dr., Un 1  (519) 669-3192

COUNTRY STARTER
$157,900

GLEN ALLAN - Two-storey on large 
72' lot with pituresque view located 
10 mins from Waterloo,  many up-
dates, country kitchen, great 16x12 
deck, 8x8 cedar shed, double con-
crete driveway. MLS

VERY CLEAN HOME
$226,900

DRAYTON Large foyer, 3+ bedroom, 
2 baths including spacious master 
bedroom with cheater ensuite, nice 
recreation room with woodstove, 
hardwood floors, newer carpeting, 
beautiful finced yard, shed and lovely 
landscaping. MLS

SPACIOUS CENTURY 
HOME • $199,900

ELMIRA Mature setting steps to down-
town Elmira,  two-storey features 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths, large kitchen with 
newer flooring, separate dining room 
with pine plank floors, bright living 
room, new main floor windows and 
other updates. MLS

NEW
CONSTRUCTION

$289,900
ELMIRA Paradigm (Elmira) Homes to 
be built, 1900sq ft 2 storey with 2nd 
floor family room, ensuite, spacious 
kitchen, 40' lot and double garage. 
NEW MLS

16 ACRE HOBBY FARM 
• $315,000

ROTHSAY This property near Drayton 
features a 4 bedroom 2 bathroom solid 
brick home with a double-car garage, 
all newer wiring, plumbing, windows 
and heating system, bank barn and 
chicken coop. MLS

LEON MARTIN
Sales Representative

 BERT MARTIN
Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426

®

ONE OF A KIND log home in the village of 
West Montrose minutes from the covered 
bridge. Cathedral ceiling, well lit open 
concept, gorgeous floor to ceiling field 
stone fireplace. Over ½ acre of paradise. 
15 ft by 47 ft deck. Field stone wishing well 
with working hand pump. MLS $449,900. 
Please call Leon for more information.

CONESTOGO! Unique property offers 
single family, duplex or numerous 
commercial uses. Currently duplexed it offers 
a 4 bedroom and a 2 bedroom unit with 
seperate hydro services. New gas furnaces 
and drilled well in 1999. New septic system 
in May, 2005. Total s/f approximately 4000. 
Concrete block detached garage is 34’ x 
26’. MLS $310,000.  Please call Bert.

1750 SQ. FT. CHALET style home on .82 
acre lot in Hesson. Country setting with 
view of gorgeous sunsets. This open concept 
home has cathedral ceiling floor heating 
throughout and Styrofoam formed concrete 
foundation (R40 value). Large kitchen/dining 
area and loft is the perfect place for you 
and your family all for only $299,000. MLS. 
Please call Leon for more information.

NEW 3 BEDROOM BUNGALOW, open concept, main floor laundry. Live in the quiet 
village of Carthage on a ½ acre lot. 35 to 45 min from KW and Guelph. Pick your colours 
and floors. $329,500.00 MLS For more information please call Leon

BUSINESS! Fast Food Franchise 
in leased space in busy plaza 
in growing community. Turn 
key operation ready to go. 
Includes equipment. Lease till 
2009. MLS. Call Bert for more 
information.

Paul Robb (Broker)
Coach House Realty Inc. Realtor

BUS. 669-5431
8 Arthur Street South, Elmira

8 room Centre Hall Plan 
(almost 2000 sq.ft.) 
with attached garage, 4 
bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, 
& main floor laundry, 
wood burning fireplace 
plus gas heat stove, 
Great location close to 
downtown! $254,900.00 
- NEW EXCLUSIVE LIST-
ING. Paul Robb Broker

ELMIRA CENTURY HOME

Coach House Realty Inc.
OFFICE PHONE: 343-2124

159 William St., Palmerston (Across from Home Hardware)

COUNTRY PROPERTY! Near Teviotdale. ¾ Acre! Raised 
bungalow! Many recent renovations! Shows Well! 2+1 
bedrms, 2 baths, eat-in kit plus separate diningrm, spacious 
recroom w/woodstove, walkout basement, 2 single garages 
plus heated detached workshop 20x32 w/13.5 ft overhead 
door. Call Kathy 343-4816 MLS 0614396 $279,900

EDGE OF MOOREFIELD! Almost country living! .62 acre 
lot w/mature trees, backs on greenbelt. Brick bungalow 1600 
sq. ft., 3 bedrms, 2 baths, gas fireplace/recroom, 3 season 
sunrm, central vac, water softener, appliances/window cov-
erings included, detached shed 22x15 w/hydro. Don’t miss 
this one. Call Edith 638-2509 MLS 0617928 $249,900

ECONOMICAL LIVING. $49,900.00 Spacious mobile 
home, 950 sq. ft. in Palmerston trailer park on leased land. 
Open concept livingroom and kitchen, 2 bedrooms, laun-
dry room, gas heat, windows have been replaced, good 
sized detached storage shed included. Worth a Look! Call 
Marg Sorensen to view. 343-4489 MLS 0617177

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933

ALMOST NEW two storey offers a 
spacious entry w/dble. closet. Large 
oak kitchen w/dishwasher & lots of 
windows in dinette. W/O to HUGE 
cedar deck, partly fenced yard & 
storage shed. 3 bdrms. PLUS loft 
(office area). Cheater ensuite and 
2pc. washroom on the main floor. 
MLS REDUCED  TO $219,900.

A RARE FIND! Charm and character 
are evident in this lovely older home 
in a prime area. Spacious front entry. 
All 3 levels have been renovated - 
drywall, insulation, wiring, most 
windows, and decorating. Wood 
floors on main floor. Family room 
addition. 3 (or 4) bedrooms, two 
baths. Cherry hardwood in upper 
level. 1½ garage - 29' deep. A Must 
See! NEW MLS $289,900.

THIS CHARMING OLDER home is 
located on a tree lined street -very 
well maintained. A gardener's dream 
- numerous perennials. Hardwood 
on main floor. Softwood upstairs. 
All windows replaced except bsmt. 
Refaced kitchen cupboards. Alum. 
Roof 12 yrs. old. Natural woodwork 
and staircase. Renovated bathrm. 
"On ground" swimming pool. Deck 
off kitchen. NEW MLS $219,900.

ST. JACOBS - Well maintained home 
on a great lot - 77' x 132', close to 
downtown. Bright kitchen w/two 
windows and white cupboards. 
Newer carpets on the main floor. 
Walkout from bdrm./den to deck. 
Netral décor. Rec. room w/several 
windows & walkout to patio. Deep 
garage. Shingles replaced in 2005. 
Central air. Built by Menno S. 
Martin. New MLS $224,900.

COUNTRY PROPERTY (2.33 acres)  
only minutes from Elmira. Detached 
workshop - 35'x36' (heated & insul. 
+ hydro & washroom). 3 overhead 
doors. 3 bdrm. bungalow w/dble. 
garage. Huge country kitchen w/
newer floor. Living room & family 
room. Replacement windows. A 
MUST SEE! NEW MLS $369,900.

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor
ASSOC.  BROKER

Jason Shantz
SALES REP

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

ELORA
$785,000 Great hobby farm. Over 
16 acres with 1500 feet of road front-
age located just west of the Grand 
River near Elora. Large 3500 sq. ft. 
4 bdrm home with hardwood floors 
and stone fireplace. Stone Bank barn 
with 6 stalls. MLS. Call to view.

PRICES STARTING AT $199,900.
Take your pick - bungalow, back-
split, or 2 storey. 15 different plans 
to choose from. 30 min. drive to KW 
and Guelph. MLS.

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
SAT 2-4PM - 30 Parkside St.

MAJESTIC $309,000. New Ham-
burg Victorian treasure. Unique and 
original characteristics. Original 
pine floors, 10’ ceilings, fireplace, 
French doors and much more. MLS. 
Call to view.

OPEN HOUSE - NEW HAMBURG
SAT 2-4PM - 273 Peel St.

$699,000. 49+ Acres, 7 paddocks, 
main barn with 30 stalls and heated 
arena. Bungalow with 2 car garage, 
finished basement and indoor pool. 
Guest house with natural stone fire-
place. MLS. Call to view.

MOOREFIELD
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REALESTATE
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Who’s smarter: cat vs dog
Q.  Blood found at the scene 
of a murder is probably the 
killer’s but the DNA doesn’t 
match any in the database. 
So how can authorities draw 
up a sketch of the murderer’s 
face for their search?  Assume 
it’s sometime in the future 
and the science of genetics 
has progressed accordingly.

A.  Forensic experts say 
that if features such as 
eye and hair color are 
determined by one or a 
few genes, identifying 
these traits of a suspect 
may be relatively simple, 
though height and weight 
may be harder, says Nigel 
Calder in Magic Universe. 
A fascinating line of re-
search regarding faces 
blends fundamental and 
forensic science.  No two 
faces are ever exactly the 
same, not even those of 
identical twins.  If Moth-
er Nature varies human 

faces by shuffling a rea-
sonably small number of 
genes, each definable face 
should be genetically 
traceable.   

In fact, says Calder, 
researchers at Univer-
sity College of London 
have experimented with 
matching 3-D scans of 
volunteers’ faces with 
their DNA samples.  As 
medical physicist Alf 
Linney put it, “Sometime 
in the future we hope 
to be able to produce a 
photorealistic image of 
an offender’s face, just 
from the DNA in a spot of 
blood or other body fluid 
found at a crime scene,” 
i.e., leaving one’s face in 
a DNA fingerprint.
Q.  How can someone wear-
ing a bulletproof vest be 
knocked over from the bul-
let’s impact while an unpro-
tected person usually isn’t?

A.  The first such vests 
in the 1940s were of ny-
lon, supplemented with 
plates of fiberglass, ce-
ramic or titanium, says 
Barry Parker in Death 
Rays, Jet Packs, Stunts & 
Supercars:  The Fantas-
tic Physics of Film’s Most 
Celebrated Secret Agent 
(James Bond).

Then came Kevlar, a liq-
uid polymer that could 
be spun into fibers and 
made into cloth, and later 
Spectra.  Their many lay-
ers (lamination) provided 
the bulletproofing.

Now, the FORCE some-
one feels when hit is the 
“bullet’s momentum 
divided by its stopping 

time,” which means the 
faster the bullet stops, the 
more force will be applied. 
For a person not wearing 
a vest, the bullet usually 
travels far into the body, 
yielding a larger stopping 
time and so a smaller 
force, says Parker.  But 
since the vest can stop a 
bullet a hundred times 
faster or more, the stop-
ping time shrinks, the 
force goes way up – and 
KNOCKED OVER is the 
wearer.  But with a little 
luck ... not for long!
Q.  Ask people if their cat or 
dog is smarter and opinions 
will fly.  What do the hard 
data say?

A.  Been asked this lots 

of times, says Katherine 
A. Houpt, animal be-
haviorist and clinician 
in Cornell’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine.  A 
cat’s brain is about 1% of 
its body weight, a dog’s 
0.5% (brainy humans: 
2%).  Smaller dogs do bet-
ter, with Toy Poodles over 
1%, Great Danes around 
0.2%.  So on average, cats 
seem to win on this one.

In “delayed response” 
trials, a dog can remem-
ber for 5 minutes which 
of 3 containers holds a 
treat, a cat for 6 minutes.  
But in “multiple choice” 
trials, when given 4 door 
choices to escape an 
enclosure, dogs got the 
correct door more often 
by figuring out that the 
unlocked door was nev-
er the one unlocked the 
time before.  And in an 
“avoidance-response” ex-

periment, dogs learned to 
jump up on a ledge after 
only 4 tries, cats took 12, 
more than any other spe-
cies tested.  Finally, in 
maze-running, dogs on 
average made fewer er-
rors than cats, who were 
actually outscored even 
by sheep, an embarrass-
ing defeat for the cat. 

So that makes our final 
score, an IQ of sorts:  cats 
2, dogs 3.  A close win for 
the dog, who undoubtedly 
jumped up on his owner, 
barking with glee at the 
news.  The cat however just 
lifted her tail and calmly 
walked out of the room, 
since there are more im-
portant things to life than 
silly experiments designed 
to amuse humans.  

“I guess in the end it 
all depends on one’s defi-
nition of intelligence, 
doesn’t it?”
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C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

SHAWN McBAY
MORTGAGE CONSULTANT

Serving Elmira, K/W & Woolwich

T  (519) 489-2654
F (866) 347-6760
shawn@mcbaymortgage.ca
www.mcbaymortgage.ca

Corp Office: 2005 Sheppard Ave. E., Suite 200, Toronto, ON  M2J 5B4 • 1-877-366-3487

“The Right Broker = The Right Mortgage”
20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget 
to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the
Observer and win a snazzy t-shirt.
Be creative and have fun!

See the world... 
Bring the essentials.

SMALL
ENGINES
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April 1
42nd Annual Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. 
Downtown Elmira.

Wellington County 4-H Beef BBQ, silent 
auction and dance at Elora Community Centre. 
Dinner 5:45 – 7 p.m., auction 8 p.m., dance 8:30 
– midnight. Tickets adults $12.50, children nine 
and under $5. For tickets call James Schill 669-
2025, Barb 824-2959 or Allan 846-9712.

April 4
Diabetes Self-Care Group Program Tuesdays 
Apr. 4 & 11, 7- 9 p.m. Learn and review what you 
want to know about diabetes management. Call 
to register. No cost. WCHC 664-3794. 

Community Connections and Summer 
Recreation Information Evening for families with 
special needs is being held from 5-8 p.m. at St. 
Mary’s High School. Contact Val Millen at val.
millen@wcdsb.edu.on.ca

April 8 
Spring Tea, Craft and Bake Sale 9 a.m. – noon. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Linwood. Door 
prizes, everyone welcome. Proceeds to support 
our children’s ministries. 

April 13 
Health Education Session 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Topic: The ABCs of Osteoarthritis. No cost of 
registration. WCHC 664-3794. 

April 16
Woolwich Trails Group 2 p.m.  Two-hour hike on 
Health Valley Trail St. Jacobs. Meet at the kiosk 
at the trail entrance behind the fire station in St. 
Jacobs.  No dogs or baby buggies on the second 
half of the trail please. Contact Paul Miller, 664-
3643 to confirm meeting time and location. 

April 17
Cholesterol Solutions 3 – 5 p.m. For newly 
diagnosed or those wanting a review an update. 
Call to register. No cost. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre 664-3794. 

April 19 
Spring Card Party 7 p.m. at St. Clements RC 
Church Hall, St. Clements. Everyone welcome, 
lots of prizes, quilt raffle. Sponsored by Christina 
Mother’s Society. Lunch will be served.  $5. 

Fish Fry Dinner – Calvary United Church, St. 
Jacobs, 4:30-7 p.m.  Adults $12; children 12 and 
under $6; preschoolers free. Advanced tickets 
only. Call Barb at 669-5912, Kingsway Hairstyling 
at 664-2675 or the church office, 664-2311. 
Takeout available. 

April 22 
Giant Silent Auction New Hamburg Arena, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Over 600 new & collectible items. 

April 24 
Let’s Talk About Osteoporosis 7-9 p.m. Learn 
about Osteoporosis from a panel of professionals. 
Call to register. No cost. WCHC 664-3794. 

May 3 
Wellesley Home and Garden Show. May 3-5 
at Wellesley Arena, 5 – 9:30 p.m. Free; cash or 
non-perishable food donations to the Wellesley/
Wilmot Food Bank would be appreciated.

May 14 
Woolwich Trails Group 2 p.m. Two-hour hike on 
Grand Valley Trail from Rosendale to Victoria St. 
Meet on Hopewell Creek Road just east of Sawmill 
Road (at Rosendale Corners). Contact Paul Miller, 
664-3643 to confirm meeting time and location. 
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DUB-L-E 
AUTO 

SERVICE
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Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

Some brief tips for keeping things illuminated

▼ See KEEPING page 34

Sooner or later, something will 
go wrong with your vehicle, and 
naturally, it will happen right af-
ter the warranty expires. You’ve 

heard the terms “remanufactured” and 
“rebuilt” being bounced around when 
it comes to parts replacement, but you 
have absolutely no idea what they mean. 
While you don’t have to worry about 
them quite yet, a little advance knowl-
edge may be helpful.

When you need a part for your vehicle, 
you have a few options available. You 
can get a new, used, rebuilt or remanu-
factured part. A new part is self-explana-
tory. A used part has been taken off  a 
salvaged car and is sold as is. A rebuilt 
part has just been repaired. A remanu-
factured part has been restored to like-
new condition. Generally, a remanufac-
tured part has to be dismantled, all the 
external and internal parts cleaned, all 
the rust and corrosion removed, all the 
defective and worn parts restored or 
replaced, all the missing parts restored 
with new parts and all the necessary op-

Used parts as good as new
erations performed so the part is in good 
working order.

A rebuilt part is created at local body 
shops and how well it is done depends 
on the experience, skills and judgment 
of  the mechanic. It will have a shorter 
lifespan than a remanufactured part. 
Rebuilt parts are cleaned and reused; 
the only parts that are replaced are the 
ones that are broken or worn down. 
That means something else totally dif-
ferent could go wrong with the part in 
the future.

A remanufactured part is created in 
a factory and all the parts are disas-
sembled and given a thorough cleaning. 
Upon inspection, every part is brought 
back to specifications, so once the part 
is reassembled, it should function as 
well as a new part and cost you less.

While it is generally understood that 
remanufactured parts are stripped 
down, restored and rebuilt practically 
from scratch, there are individuals who 
will call their rebuilt parts “remanufac-

▼ See OLDER page 35

It’s happened to you 
a few times. You’re 
driving along at 

night when suddenly 
one of  your headlights 
goes out. While it is not 
a major problem, it can 
be an inconvenience, 
and in some areas, it is 
illegal to drive with one 
headlight. Fortunately, 
replacing your headlight 
is a quick fix you can do 
yourself.

How you replace your 
headlight depends upon 
what type of  headlight 
it is. Basically, there are 
two types of  headlights: 
one with a small halogen 
bulb inside a larger 
glass headlamp and 
one without a bulb. To 
determine what type 
of  headlights your 
vehicle has, open the 
hood and look behind 
the headlamps. If  you 

see a small, plastic, 
usually black knob on 
the back of  each, then 
you only need to replace 
the halogen bulb. If  
you see a three-pronged 
connection covered by 
a piece of  rubber on the 
back of  each, then you 
need to replace the entire 
headlamp.

To change a halogen 
bulb, follow these steps. 

AUTOMOTIVE TIPS, HINTS AND ADVICE BROUGHT TO YOU BY LOCAL CAR CARE SPECIALISTS

CAR CARESpring
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GOOD
AUTO PARTS

ELMIRA
669-1533
FERGUS

843-1620

FARM  •  AUTO  •  TRUCK
INDUSTRIAL  •  ON-THE-FARM SERVICE

Where tires are a specialty,
not a side line.

  35 Howard Ave. (519) 669-3232

CALL US FOR TIRES!
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Spring has sprung, 
and you can’t wait 
to open the doors 

and windows and do a 
little spring cleaning. 
While you’re at it, you 
might want to devote 
some attention to your 
vehicle. After months 
of  traveling through the 
grit and grime of  winter, 
it deserves a little spring 
cleaning, too. Prepare 
your vehicle now for the 
warm weather that lies 
ahead.

To keep your vehicle 
looking and running its 
best this spring, follow 
these tips:

Getting a jump on your spring car care
• Replace winter tires or 

rotate all-season tires.
• Wash and wax the exte-

rior, being extra careful to 
remove any salt build-up 
from the wheel wells and 
underbody.

• Dust the interior and 
apply protectant to any 
surfaces susceptible to 
sun damage.

• Clean the upholstery 
and carpet and replace 
winter mats.

• Inspect all belts and 
hoses and replace any that 
need it.

• Change the oil and fil-
ter.

• Top off  any fluids that 

may have been used dur-
ing the winter.

• Replace windshield 
wiper blades for spring 
showers.

• Get a tune-up if  needed 
and have the brakes in-
spected by a professional.

• Update the emergency 
roadside kit.

As spring comes to an 
end and summer begins, 
the temperatures will 
start to rise. Hot weather 
can take its toll on a vehi-
cle. To keep your vehicle 
looking and running its 
best this summer, take 
these extra measures:

• Have the antifreeze 

tested by a professional to 
ensure it’s full strength.

• Make sure the radiator 
cap is in good condition.

• Have the engine’s cool-
ing system inspected, 
flushed and refilled by a 
professional.

• Check the tires regu-
larly for wear and tear.

First, unscrew the black 
knob and pull it out. The 
bulb will be attached to 
the knob. Remove the 
bulb that is burned out 
and replace it with a new 
one. Be careful not to 
touch the new bulb with 
your fingers as the oil 
can cause it to burn out. 
Screw the knob with the 
new bulb attached back 
into the headlamp and 
turn on the headlamp to 
make sure the new bulb 
works.

To change the entire 
headlamp, follow these 
steps.

First, locate the thin 
metal band outside 
of  the headlamp and 
unscrew the two to four 
short, small screws 
holding it in place. The 
headlamp should hang 
loose. Pull back the 

rubber covering on the 
headlamp, unplug it and 
remove it. Install the new 
headlamp, plug it in and 
replace the rubber cover 
over the connection. Put 
the metal band back on 
the headlamp and screw 
it into place. Turn on the 
headlamp to make sure 
it works.

After installation, you 
may want to see if  your 
headlamps need to be 
adjusted. While a well-
equipped mechanic 
would use an accurate 
headlamp adjuster 
to make sure the 
headlamps are pointing 
in the right direction, 
do-it-yourselfers can use 
a screwdriver and a wall 
or garage door. To adjust 
your headlamps, park 
your vehicle on a level 
surface about 10 feet 
from the wall or garage 

Keeping the road 
ahead illuminated

Continued from page 33

• Keep the tires properly 
inflated.

These are just some 
basic tips for preparing 
your vehicle for the warm 
weather ahead. To ensure 
your vehicle stays in tip-
top condition, maintain 
and service it regularly 
according to the sched-

ules provided in your 
owner’s manual and take 
it to a service center any 
time you suspect some-
thing is wrong.

Spring has sprung and 
there is no better time to 
prepare your vehicle for 
the warm weather ahead. 
Get started today!

door. Then locate the 
adjusting screws on the 
headlamps. There should 
be one for horizontal 
and one for vertical, 
and each will have a 
small spring behind it. 
Turn on the headlamps 
and look for cross-eyed 
or uneven light beams. 
Use the screwdriver to 
adjust the screws until 
the beams are even and 
tilted slightly downward. 
That way, they won’t 
blind oncoming drivers. 
Newer vehicles will have 
a level with a bubble that 
will move into position 
as you turn the screws.

Your vehicle’s 
headlights are an 
important piece of  
equipment. As a 
responsible driver, you 
need to make sure they 
are in good working 
order.
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C.H.SOEHNER 
INSURANCE 
LIMITED Est.

 1925

669-1661“BE SURE - INSURE”

INSURANCE IS
CAR CARE TOO!

50 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

COMPLETE REPAIRS TO ALL 
CARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS

100 Bonnie Crescent
Elmira, Ontario  N3B 3J7 669-1949

1 Bast Place, RR1, Waterloo (Regional Road 15 Lobsinger Line), Exit off Conestoga Pkwy) www.basttire.com  •  mail@basttire.com

Since 1977

S E R V I N G  W AT E R L O O  R E G I O N  F O R  29  Y E A R S

CARS - LIGHT TRUCK - HEAVY TRUCK
TRAILER - MOTORHOME - FARM

COMPLIMENTARY Ride to Home or Office!
Vehicle Pick-Up & Delivery!

- In-Shop Flat Repairs  - Valve Stems
- Lifetime Wheel Balance - Tire Rotations
- Installation     (Every 10,000 km’s)
- Tire Disposal     

519-664-BAST
24 HR. EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE

2 2 7 8

Your Authorized Dealer For:

And Other Leading Brands.

ALL PASSENGER & LIGHT TRUCK TIRE 
INSTALLATION PACKAGES INCLUDE:

OUR WORLD REVOLVES AROUND YOU...OUR WORLD REVOLVES AROUND YOU...

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Brakes - Tune-Ups- Exhaust 

Air-Conditioning - 2 & 4 Wheel Alignment etc. 
Trailer Hitch Sales & Installation
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OUR WORLD REVOLVES AROUND YOU

Redeemable
on any
mechanical
service.
NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR 
OIL CHANGES, ONE PER VISIT

tured” because it makes 
them sound like higher 
quality parts. Those re-
sponsible for rebuilding 
parts all have their own 
way of  doing things, so 
there are no clear stan-
dards. The difference 
between a rebuilt and re-
manufactured part also 
lies in the warranties. A 
rebuilt part will have a 
shorter warranty period, 
usually ranging from 30 
to 90 days, while a reman-
ufactured part will be 
somewhat longer, usually 
between a year and the 
lifetime of  your vehicle. 

Keep in mind that some-
times you may not have 
a choice as to whether to 
use a new or rebuilt or 

remanufactured part. In 
the case of  newer or lim-
ited production models, 
there may only be new 
parts available. Once a 
vehicle reaches a certain 
age, dealers quit stocking 
parts, so in the case of  
older vehicles, there may 
only be rebuilt or reman-
ufactured parts available.

Whether you decide to 
use a new, used, rebuilt 
or remanufactured part 
when given the option 
is up to you. Just keep 
in mind that buying a 
remanufactured part is 
cheaper than buying a 
new one, a rebuilt part 
is better than a used one 
and a remanufactured 
part is as close as you can 
get to a new part.

Continued from page 33

Older vehicles may only 
have rebuilt parts availableYou’ve decided you 

want to customize 
your vehicle. You 

have no idea where to start 
or what to do, though. Cus-
tomizing your vehicle can 
be fairly easy or extremely 
complicated. Whatever 
you decide to do, it should 
refl ect your personality 
and tastes.

When customizing your 
vehicle, you want to set 
it apart from others. To 
do that, infuse the design 
with elements of  your 
personality. If  you like 
to bowl, then use a bowl-
ing theme in your design. 
Here are some other sug-
gestions for customizing 
your vehicle.

Not happy with your ve-
hicle’s paint job? Change 
it! Have it professionally 
repainted, or if  that’s too 
costly, add some do-it-your-
self  graphics or magnetic 
bumper stickers. Window 
decals are available in al-
most every type of  theme. 
Give the grill of  your ve-
hicle a new look and pre-
vent bugs from getting 
into it by installing a “car 
bra” on it. You can change 
the grill plate or install a 
ground effect package to 
make the grill look lower. 
To really make a state-
ment, add an antenna ball. 
This will also make fi nd-
ing your vehicle in park-
ing lots a lot easier.

Adding a personal touch

Want to change the back 
of  your vehicle? Add a 
spoiler or a special license 
plate holder complete with 
lights. Does your prov-
ince offer personalized or 
special types of  license 
plates? These can really 
refl ect your personality.

Looking for other ways 
to spice up your vehicle’s 
exterior? Change the 
lenses or get covers for 
your head and taillights. 
There are even plastic or 
metal eyebrows available 
that will make a vehicle 
appear like it has a face. 
To make your vehicle 
glow, add neon tubes un-
derneath it. New wheel 
covers or hubcaps will 
also change your vehicle’s 
exterior. There are a vari-
ety of  rim choices rang-
ing from teddy bears to 
spikes. Tires themselves 

also come in a variety of  
styles from white wall to 
stripes. While you’re at 
it, why not add some mud 
fl aps.

Up for a change on the 
interior? Add some seat 
covers and fl oor mats. 
Each comes in a wide 
range of  options from sol-

id colors to sports teams. 
Give your steering wheel 
and dashboard some fl air 
with specialty covers. 
This will keep your steer-
ing wheel cool in the sum-
mer and prevent your 
dashboard from crack-
ing in the harsh sun. You 
can also fi nd products to 
change your stick shift, 
brake and accelerator 
pedals, and the faceplates 
on your gauges.

Need new sound? Up-
date the sound system in 
your vehicle. The options 
for doing so are endless. 
You can now get satellite 
radio or have a fi ve- disc 
CD changer installed in 
your trunk.

Customizing a vehicle 
can be simple or complex. 
It’s up to you. Just make 
sure that whatever you do 
is a refl ection of  you. 
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Born ten years ago, the 

Observer has been growing 

steadily ever since. Today, 

we’re the best-read local 
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