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is back

Woolwich floats water rate hike
Township moves to cost-recovery model demanded by province

▼ See SCHOOLS page 2

School bell rings in a new year

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME AT

137 PARK AVENUE
SAT. & SUN., 1:30 - 4:30 P.M.

MON. & TUES., 6:00 - 8:30 P.M.

Bill Seabrook or Marcia Martin
SALES REPS

CALL TODAY: 747-0231

MODEL  NOW OPEN FOR VIEWING -  RESERVE YOUR UNIT  NOW

PARK AVE.

ANNA ST.
ARENA

X

SN
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For most kids it arrived all too quickly. For 
their parents, it seemed it would never 
come. Ready or not, reluctant or eager, the 
first day of school greeted them all Tuesday 

morning.
“It’s always exciting the first day of school, every-

body is excited and looking forward to a new year 
– looking forward to new teachers, new schools in 
some cases – going to high school for the first time 
or kindergarten for the first time,” said John Shew-
chuk, spokesperson for the Waterloo Region Catho-
lic District School Board. “So it’s always a happy 
day but a nerve-wracking day for everyone… it’s 
one of the busy days of the year.”

For many students, Tuesday was their first-ever 
day of school as they headed off to Junior Kinder-
garten. Four-year-old Nathan Kocher was one of 
those children, taking his first walk to John Ma-
hood Public School with his mom, Crystal Kocher. 
While Nathan himself was excited, his mother felt 
happy, nervous and sad all at once.  

“I’m feeling very good, a little sad though because 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some Woolwich resi-
dents will be a little 
less flush next year 
under a plan to hike 

significantly the bimonthly 
fee for municipal wastewater 
services. A new fee schedule 
discussed this week would 
see a 10-per-cent jump in rates 
for 2006.

Only a small increase in wa-
ter rates is called for in a re-

port presented to councillors 
Sept. 6.

The township is looking at a 
10-year forecast of water and 
wastewater costs and fees, as 
demanded by new provincial 
regulations. Bill 175, the Sus-
tainable Water and Sewage 
Systems Act, requires munici-
palities to run those services 
on a cost recovery basis. Ad-
ditional costs and paperwork 
are expected under Bill 195, 
the Safe Drinking Water Act 
that followed the Walkerton 

tragedy.
New rules mean Woolwich 

must begin collecting enough 
through its fees to pay for fu-
ture upgrades and repairs to 
the water and sewer infra-
structure in the township, ex-
plained director of finance Dan 
Chapman.

The proposal presented to 
council would see the bimonth-
ly service fee for wastewater 
jump to $26 next year from the 
current rate of $16.27, and in-
crease of almost 60 per cent.

The $26 rate would then hold 
steady for a decade. 

The usage rate would increase 
to $1.27 per cubic metre from 
today’s $1.20, an increase of 5.9 
per cent, or $17.50 a year for the 
average residential user. Rates 
would then increase at about 
two per cent each year.

On the water side, the bi-
monthly service charge would 
rise just slightly to $26 from 
$25.38, holding steady for 10 
years. No increase in the cur-
rent water usage rate – $1 per 

cubic metre – is expected in 
2006. That fee would then in-
crease at an inflationary rate 
of some two per cent in subse-
quent years.

“There’s an increase for 
next year, but after that it’s 
[just] inflationary. I think 
stability is something desir-
able,” said Chapman.

The sizeable increase in the 
service charge for sewage ac-
counts will help build up a 
reserve fund, from which fu-

RICHARD VIVIAN

ARRIVING BEFORE THE BELL Riverside Public School students Erin Eveleigh (left) and Vincent Dallay (right) were joined on Tuesday’s walk to 
school by Nick Lee (wagon rear) and Liam Eveleigh (wagon front).  The two were among some 36,800 elementary school students heading back to 
classrooms run by the Waterloo Region District School Board. 
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30 ARTHUR ST. S.,
ELMIRA

(519) 669-9028
CLIP ‘N SAVE!

2 FOR 1 WING COUPON
MONDAY NIGHTS: 7:00 PM - MIDNIGHT
REDEEM THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE:

12 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 6
18 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 9
24 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 12

VALID MONDAY NIGHTS ONLY THROUGH SEPT 26TH. EAT-IN ORDERS ONLY (Sorry, no take-out)

VALUABLE COUPON

he’s my last to leave for 
school. But he’s off to a 
good school and off to a 
good start with an excel-
lent Kindergarten teach-
er, so I think that’s good,” 
she said. “It’ll be sad 
[with him not at home] 
and I’m sure there’ll be 
a few tears later, but it’s 
still good.”

Nathan himself said he’s 
looking forward to learn-
ing how to write and play-
ing twister. His mom can 
attest to his enthusiasm. 
“He’s had his bag packed 
for a few weeks now,” she 
said with a laugh. 

Riverside PS student 
Calvin Cressman didn’t 
share Nathan’s enthusi-
asm. 

“I’m not really excited 
about going back because 
I want to have more vaca-
tion,” he said, explaining 
he went on a trip to Alber-
ta and hung out with his 
friends during the break. 
While he doesn’t have any 
idea what to expect – he’s 
heading into Grade 4 – he 
is looking forward to see-
ing his friends again. 

Calvin and Nathan  
are among some 36,800 
elementary and 19,700 
secondary students who 
made the journey back to 
schools in the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board this week, a num-
ber similar to previous 
years. 

“Even with all the build-
ing that’s occurring in 
the region, we’re fortu-
nate to be able to main-
tain or come close to the 
enrollment we’ve had in 
the past. Most boards are 
now into declining en-
rollments … but we’re not 

ture work will be funded. 
Woolwich must put aside 
more than $950,000 each 
year to pay for scheduled 
water and sewer infra-
structure projects.

“Those will probably be 
one of the most significant 
impacts on your rates, 
those transfers to go with 
full lifecycle costs. The 
key thing about Bill 175 is 
that it moves toward full-

Schools get back to business

there yet,” said WRDSB 
spokesperson Margaret 
Coleman. “But it is pro-
jected that in the next 
5-10 years that the GTA 
will be the only area that 
will be growing as far as 
educational enrollment.”

A very slight decline has 
been felt at the Catholic 
school level, said Shew-
chuk. The board’s num-
ber now stands at 23,939, 
from 23,945 last year. 

“We projected a de-
cline of six [students] – it 
would tend to be on the el-
ementary side … because 
there’s not as many kids. 
People of child-bearing 
age aren’t having as many 
and that’s a trend right 
across the province.”

Considering that fund-
ing is based on enroll-
ment, an annual budget, 
both boards watch their 
numbers very closely. 

Neither board, howev-

er, has seen a decline in 
their budgets this year, 
thanks to funding from 
both levels of the govern-
ment handed down in 
2004-2005. 

The WRDSB tabled a 
budget of $448.9 million 
in July – up from $429.5 
in 2004; similar gains 
were seen for the sepa-
rate board, up to $205.7 
million from $184.6 mil-
lion in 2004. 

Both increases mean 
more programs and new 
hires for the boards. 

“We have a number of 
services and programs 
that have benefited from 
funding from the gov-
ernment. Fast forward 
programs, literacy initia-
tives and smaller class 
sizes for junior grades. 
Those are all initiatives 
that have come through,” 
said Coleman, adding 
that 109 full-time-equiva-

lent elementary teachers 
have been hired – 6.7 po-
sitions in Woolwich and 
Wellesley – while 72 new 
secondary instructors 
have been hired, three 
of which came to Elmi-
ra District Secondary 
School. 

“[The money] is indica-
tive of the amount of 
funding the government 
is injecting back into ed-
ucation,” said Shewchuk, 
explaining that the mon-
ey was used to hire seven 
specialty teachers and an 
additional 95 elementary 
teachers.

Calmer relationships 
will also exist between 
teachers and both boards 
this year, after each 
settled long-standing 
contract disputes in late 
May and early June; the 
public board remained in 
a work-to-rule situation 
from October to May. 

Continued from cover

KYLE REA

Water rates would rise Nov. 1
cost pricing. That means 
getting that long-term re-
placement into your wa-
ter and wastewater rates,” 
said consultant Gary 
Scandlan of C.N. Watson 
and Associates Ltd.

By 2015, the township 
will need to spend more 
than $6 million to upgrade 
its underground inven-
tory. As well, significant 
growth in the population 
will mean new systems 

and increased demand 
for services – the number 
of customers for both wa-
ter and sewer is expected 
to grow by 50 per cent in 
the next decade.

“Water consumption 
will basically grow in 
line with that growth,” 
explained Terry Hearn, 
a consultant with CH2M 
Hill Canada Ltd.

The plan presented at 
Tuesday’s public meeting 

was the first step leading 
to the new rate structure 
– no objections or input 
of any kind were heard 
by council. Draft bylaws 
enabling the new fee 
structure are expected to 
be discussed at a commit-
tee-of-the-whole meeting 
Sept. 20. If formally ap-
proved by councillors the 
following week, the new 
rates would come into ef-
fect Nov. 1.

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There will be more 
doors flung open 
next Saturday 

(Sept. 17) than ever be-
fore. In its third year, 
Doors Open Waterloo Re-
gion features 33 venues 
for people to take a tour 
of historically signifi-
cant structures across 

Heritage architecture welcomes the public
Doors Open features 33 sites; six in Woolwich, three in Wellesley

the region, including six 
in Woolwich and three in 
Wellesley.

“It’s a chance for people 
to play tourist in their 
own backyard, to take a 
look at buildings they’ve 
walked by, driven by all 
their lives. It’s a little bit 
snooping, it’s a little bit 
learning about heritage 
and it’s a lot about learn-
ing about community,” 

organizer Jane Snyder 
explained, adding that 
each of the locales played 
important roles in the 
history of the area.

“A lot of these build-
ings, especially if they’re 
heritage buildings, tell 
us what the region was 
about in the first place.”

Last time around, the 
daylong event featured 
25 locations, attracting 

about 5,500 visits in total. 
Several who took part set 
out early in the day and 
tried to visit as many sites 
as possible before the 
doors closed once again. 
As with this year, most of 
the locations aren’t gen-
erally accessible for pub-
lic viewing.

Among the local attrac-
tions included in the 

▼ See THROWING page 5

HAPPY TO BE HERE  Nathan Kocher, 4, was very excited about his first day of Junior Kindergarten at John 
Mahood Public School Sept. 6. His mother, Crystal, is sad that her son won’t be home all day anymore, but 
she’s happy to see him off to school. 
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Leaders of the pack
With the summer behind them, local Lions clubs gear up for a busy year

RICHARD VIVIAN

   ▼   YOU’LL ALWAYS GET THE STRAIGHT GOODS HERE: THE OBSERVER, TELLING IT LIKE IT IS WEEK IN AND WEEK OUT. WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY’S #1 SOURCE.

Rollover sends 
three to hospital
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Students aren’t the only ones return-
ing to work this week after the sum-
mer break. September also marks 
a new season for local Lions clubs, 

which are getting back into the swing of 
things under new leadership.

While Dennis Martin and Joan Eden-
borough officially started their respective 
reigns as presidents of the Elmira and 
Woolwich Community Lions clubs in July, 
it’s now time to get down to work after the 
traditional seasonal hiatus. 

“I’m excited, but a little nervous. I’ve never 
done anything like this before,” Edenbor-
ough said of her new position with the Wool-
wich Community Lions, a group that’s now 
in its third year. “Lions is a huge organiza-
tion internationally, so there’s lots of proto-
col and things I’ve never done before, but I’m 
getting used to it. I think it will be a lot of fun. 
I’m really looking forward to it.”

Martin has called himself a Lion for 15 
years. In that time he’s been a director and, 
most recently, vice president. This year, he 
says, it was his turn to take the top job. Both 
he and Edenborough were elected by their re-

spective clubs in May.
“It’s sort of a rotation thing,” Martin said, 

explaining members take turns leading 
the pack and it was a title he’d never held 
before. “I just felt it was time. I had young 
children before and time was a bit of an 
issue in terms of committing it. They’re a 
little bit older now, so I felt I could step in 
and do it.

“I’ve been preparing for several years,” 
he chuckled. “It’s a fun club. Even though 
you’re the president, it still keeps a com-
ponent of fun, so it doesn’t have the heavy 
responsibilities.”

For the Elmira Lions, the major tasks this 
year will be advancing existing commit-
ments. However, Martin noted, that doesn’t 
preclude new requests coming forward for 
the membership to consider, such as fund-
raising for a new sports complex in Elmira 
– something the president expects will have 
to be addressed during his one-year term.

“We’ll be continuing our commitment 
with the trails we’ve been establishing 
around town,” he said, referring to the 
Ring and Kissing Bridge trails, as well as 
regular maintenance of the trail around 
the Floradale dam. “And we have the Li-
ons Hall in conjunction with the township, 

with constant upkeep and improvements to 
be done there.”

As a reasonably new club, the Woolwich 
Community Lions are still trying to find 
what works best for them, Edenborough 
explained. The group is committed to fund-
raising on several fronts, but is still testing 
the waters to see how to best collect those 
dollars.

“We’re brand new, so we’re just trying 
things out to see how they work,” she said.

Adding to the group’s sock-hop fundraiser, 
they’re planning a car rally and preparing 
to contribute something new to the busy 
Christmas season. In late November, the 
Woolwich Community Lions will play host 
to a collection of local workers looking for a 
place to celebrate the festive spirit.

“We know that businesses struggle every 
year to find a place to have a Christmas do. 
It’s going to be quite elegant. It’s more of a 
dressy affair,” Edenborough said. “We’re re-
ally looking forward to doing that.”

One of the club’s biggest fundraising proj-
ects, she added, is to install playground 
equipment at Lions Park in Elmira.

“We’re slowly raising money for that,” she 
said, suggesting it will be a long-term ef-
fort.

A story in last week’s Observer incor-
rectly listed the ticket price for Woolwich 
Minor Hockey’s first annual golf tourna-
ment. The ticket price is $110 per person, 
$440 for a foursome. The Observer re-
grets the error.

ROARING AHEAD A new season is underway for the Elmira and Woolwich Community Lions clubs, headed this time around by presidents Dennis Martin (left) 
and Joan Edenborough.

A mid-afternoon rollover on Lerch 
Road, near Maryhill Road, sent three oc-
cupants to hospital and saw the driver 
charged with a pair of offences. The 
single-vehicle collision occurred at 2:05 
p.m. Monday (Sept 5), when a minivan 
left the road and rolled over.
Three of the five occupants – all young 

males – were taken by ambulance to 
Guelph General Hospital with non-life 
threatening injuries. 
The 17-year-old driver was charged 

with ‘careless driving’ and failing to wear 
a proper seatbelt. Police continue to in-
vestigate the incident.

An Oshawa man was taken to hospital 
early Sunday morning (Sept. 4), after 
he was hit by a car on Conestogo’s Golf 
Course Road, near Sawmill Road. The 
man, who was dressed in all black, was 
attending a wedding reception in the 
area when he decided to talk a walk at 
1:40 a.m.
During his stroll, the man was struck by 

a Toyota Corolla – the driver didn’t notice 
the pedestrian until it was too late, police 
said. He was taken by ambulance to Grand 
River Hospital, where he was treated and 
released for a laceration cut on his head; 
a tooth was also knocked out. 
Police continue to investigate the inci-

dent. Charges aren’t expected.

Man in black struck 
in Conestogo

ESL intervener funding 
being discussed

Having moved into the discussion 
phase, a request from property owners 
in the proposed Laurel Creek Headwa-
ter environmentally sensitive landscape 
(ESL) area may still be granted. The En-
vironmentally Sensitive Property Owners 
Association is seeking intervener fund-
ing from the region to pay for several 
studies the group contents will support 
its opposition to the plan.
Under the proposed ESL designation, 

new lot creations wouldn’t be allowed 
and development would be restricted.
The group’s request also asks regional 

council to cover the cost of an “unbi-
ased” facilitator to resolve the ongoing 
differences of opinion between regional 
staff and some property owners in the 
effected area. 
Initially slated as an information item only, 

Wellesley mayor Ross Kelterborn asked 
for the request to appear on the regional 
council agenda for discussion. The matter 
was subsequently deferred to a committee, 
which will address the issue before making 
a recommendation to council.
The ESL encompasses the southeastern 

portion of Wellesley township and the 
southwestern corner of Woolwich, as 
well as lands in Wilmot and Waterloo. 
The bulk of the area is within Wellesley.

Tramping nets $12K
Pulling 200 lbs cart along for the ride, 

Gordon Scott finally finished his 1,500-
km trek from his home in Warsaw to 
Windsor and back. The 84-year-old 
took on the challenge – which took him 
through Woolwich in late June – to raise 
donations for the War Amps Child Ampu-
tee program.
Contributions made by those he met 

along the way exceeded $12,000.
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Wellesley coun-
cillors want to 
consult a lawyer 

before deciding on the 
fate of a St. Clements 
zoning application. Rick 

Wellesley waits on temporary use bylaw request
Council wants legal advice before considering zoning application

and Jody Draves are 
seeking to have part of 
their 2.45-acre property 
at 3362 Lobsinger Line 
included in the settle-
ment area and rezoned 
for future residential 
uses, but first they want 
to continue operating 

Active Paving and Land-
scaping from the site for 
three years.

The property currently 
has split zoning, which 
allows for dry industrial 
uses on 0.82-acres, which 
is already included in 
the St. Clements settle-

ment boundary, while 
the rest is reserved for 
agricultural purposes. 
Most of the property is 
now being used to house 
their landscaping busi-
ness, much to the cha-
grin of neighbours and 
in violation of the exist-

ing bylaws.
Council deferred tak-

ing a position on the ap-
plication until a lawyer 
is consulted about the 
potential impacts.

Last fall, the Draves ap-
plied to have the entire 
property rezoned to ac-
commodate their busi-
ness, but that request 
didn’t make its way 
through the approval 
process. The latest ap-
plication is a compro-
mise between what the 
Draves initially wanted 
and a desire to lessen the 
concerns of neighbours, 
suggested Tom LeBrun, 
the Draves’ solicitor.

Several neighbours 
turned out to challenge 
the request, suggesting 
the business has result-
ed in additional heavy 
truck traffic and noise, 
impinged on their abil-
ity to enjoy their lands 
and reduced property 
values.

“Summertime noise 
– trucks driving, dump 
truck doors banging, 
etc. – from early morn-
ing to evening is an 
irritant and makes it 
difficult for our chil-
dren to sleep,” Brent 
and Amy Wolf, who live 
across the road from the 
Draves, said in a letter 
to council. “Wintertime 
noise will be high in the 
middle of the night with 
snowplow operations.”

“I’m not opposed to 
them having a business, 
it’s just … the business 
is not in the proper lo-
cation,” added fellow 
neighbour Jim Tucker.

If approved, the tem-
porary-use bylaw would 
expire in three years. 

In that time the Draves 
intend to find another 
location for their busi-
ness, LeBrun explained. 
In fact, the couple decid-
ed to move to Lobsinger 
Line from their previ-
ous location on Herrgott 
Road after receiving a 
letter from the township 
stating the property car-
ries industrial zoning. 
The letter, LeBrun said, 
doesn’t mention any-
thing about the property 
also carrying an agri-
cultural designation.

“I’m not going to get 
into what the repercus-
sions are if the applica-
tion is not granted,” he 
said as he wound down 
his comments to coun-
cil. “In my submission, 
this is a fair and reason-
able compromise.”

Active Paving and 
Landscaping officially 
moved to the site in 2002. 
It wasn’t until a year lat-
er that complaints start-
ed coming in regarding 
the zoning violation, 
LeBrun continued. Since 
then, the Draves have 
installed a berm as a 
visual screen for neigh-
bours and paved their 
driveway entrance in an 
attempt to decrease dust 
complaints.

Neighbours expressed 
dismay over the unkempt 
nature of the berm and 
concern the temporary-
use bylaw would end up 
becoming more of a per-
manent status.

“I fear if you go ahead 
and let them do this … 
that it’s just going to 
get worse,” suggested 
Bill Lehmann of 3343 
Lobsinger Line. “I hope 
you turn it down.”
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1. Subject to credit approval. Application must be approved on or before September 23, 2005. Some conditions apply. 2. Standard rewards terms and conditions apply to eligible transactions processed
to the Account on or before December 31, 2005, except that you earn 6% in GM Earnings instead of 3% on eligible net purchases charged to your new GM Card. Please visit any TD Canada Trust
branch or www.tdcanadatrust.com/tdvisa/agreements.jsp for standard terms and conditions. For complete details concerning The GM Card Program, see your General Motors Dealer or Saturn Dealer
or call The GM Card Customer Centre at 1-800-461-3279. 3. Current rate as of August 8, 2005. Subject to change. 4. Offer applies to new accounts only. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn
at any time without notice. †Applications from Quebec residents cannot be accepted over the phone. ®Registered Trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark.
*Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark. *Trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

To apply today call 1-866-827-0461† or visit a 
TD Canada Trust branch or tdcanadatrust.com/gmcar
– NEW CARDHOLDERS GET DOUBLE REWARDS UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2005 –

If you’re in the market for a new vehicle, this is definitely the card for you! Apply for
The GM Card® and as a new cardholder1 you’ll get 6% GM® Earnings2, enjoy no annual
fee and a competitive rate of 19.5%3. This offer ends September 23, 20054 – don’t miss
out! With double rewards, you can get behind the wheel of a new GM vehicle that much
quicker. Discover all the benefits of The GM Card and start earning double rewards.

Get double rewards and enjoy 
a new GM vehicle sooner.
Apply today. Enjoy no annual fee.

DOUBLE YOUR
REWARDS 
with The GM Card

Open House 
Celebration!

A tradition of trust.

Friday September 16 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Elmira Branch
Mennonite Savings and Credit Union

25 Hampton Street

Please join us as we say...
Thank you to MSCU members 

for strong membership growth

Welcome to Ben Doan as Branch Manager 

Farewell to Shawn Good as he moves to Head Office

and BBQ



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s been a job well done 
for the Linwood Recre-
ation Centre fundrais-

ing committee, Wellesley 
councillors agreed this 
week, despite remain-
ing concerns from some 
about where the town-
ship found the cash to 
cover a $267,000 funding 
shortfall.

“This is just truly amaz-
ing. … What you’ve done 
for the township and for 

Council praises work of Linwood group
“You have achieved something that is very commendable,” says Hackett

Linwood is nothing short 
of inspiring,” Coun. Joe 
Nowak said to committee 
representatives, referenc-
ing more than $675,000 in 
cash and in-kind dona-
tions to the project, so 
far.

“I hope that sometime 
in the near future that 
this council will find a 
fitting way to recognize 
your achievements and 
your contributions.”

“They’ve raised quite 
a lot of money there and 
I know they’ve worked 

tirelessly to do it,” added 
Coun. Jeff Wilker. “It’s 
a great accomplishment 
… to make the building 
what it is, only to have it 
come back to the town-
ship at the end of the day 
– it’ll be an asset to the 
township.”

While all the bills have 
been paid for the $2.4 mil-
lion multi-use facility 
– which includes a com-
munity centre, sports 
park and library – coun-
cil must still decide how 
to recover a $267,000 

funding shortfall and 
whether to debenture 
an additional $100,000 to 
complete a second base-
ball diamond.

Much of the funding 
shortfall is derived from 
lower-than-anticipated 
revenue from the sale of 
the former community 
centre property. Grant 
applications for the proj-
ect included a $630,000 
contribution from the 
municipality, which was 
expected to come from the 
sale. However, less than 
$397,000 was received for 
the property.

“You took on a tremen-
dous project and you were 
very successful in raising 
vast amounts of money 
in order to get this proj-
ect underway. You have 
achieved something that 
is very commendable,” 
Hackett told fundraising 
committee representa-
tives. “My difficulty is 
not with the fantastic job 
you’ve done … but what 
the township has to do to 
pick up the shortfall and 

finish this project. 
“My only hope is that 

the project will be com-
pleted in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner and it 
will be maintained in the 
same way.”

Bill payments appeared 
regularly in the council 
agendas for consideration 
and were ultimately ap-
proved by council, ex-
plained treasurer Diane 
Lorbetski. But that didn’t 
satisfy Coun. Dusan Ciz-
man.

“I don’t understand how 
this much money could be 
paid out without council 
knowing,” he said, sug-
gesting that while coun-
cil approved the bills to 
be paid, it wasn’t made 
aware the money wasn’t 
there to cover them. “I 
feel it’s fundamentally 
wrong and possibly dis-
honest when accounts 
come to council and the 
cash isn’t there … and 
staff knows and you have 
to catch it. I’m basically 
sick and tired of putting 
hours in trying to look 

for loopholes all the time, 
and you find them.”

Municipal funding for 
the project was set for 
discussion at a special 
council meeting Thurs-
day evening (Sept. 8), 
results of which weren’t 
known at press time.

In order to cover the 
shortfall, the fundraising 
committee and Linwood 
Lions Club is proposing 
to take on an additional 
$200,000, which would 
be borrowed from the 
township and paid back 
through future fundrais-
ing efforts. The proposal, 
which is currently before 
council for consideration, 
includes a repayment 
deadline of June 2008.

The remaining $67,000 
would be covered by the 
township.

The amounts represent a 
split between the square-
footage costs associated 
with the community cen-
tre/sports park and the 
library, which Wellesley 
is obligated to house on 
behalf of the region. 
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© 2005 International Comfort Products, LLC.
A member of the United Technologies Corporation family. Stock symbol UTX.

www.comfortmaker.com

®

Air Conditioning & Heating

AFUE
92%

ULTRA-HIGH�
EFFICIENCY

• Money-saving energy efficiencies • Space-saving design 

• Fully insulated for quiet operation • Convenient financing options

• Excellent extended warranty protection

Comfortmaker® furnaces meet your highest expectations.

Total Home Energy Systems
519-664-2008
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Calls to curb ille-
gal drinking at 
Wellesley’s rental 

facilities were answered 
this week, when council 
agreed to have bartend-
ers monitor outside as 
well as in. The move 
comes within weeks of an 
incident in Wellesley Vil-
lage that saw the commu-
nity centre parking lot 
and a baseball diamond 
littered with beer bottles 
and broken glass.

“This is what I was 
looking for,” said village 
Coun. Joe Nowak, who 
first brought concerns 
about the mess and the 
municipality’s liability to 
council’s attention, sug-
gesting the problem had 
gotten “out of control.”

“This is what I was looking for. …,” says Nowak

Wellesley bartenders to look 
for outdoor liquor infractions

Under the council-ap-
proved motion, the mu-
nicipality’s part-time 
bartending staff are re-
quired to check outside 
for anyone who’s taken 
booze to the parking lot 
illegally. Prior to get-
ting the keys, all renters 
have to sign a munici-
pal alcohol policy that 
explains alcohol is to 
stay within designated 
areas, mainly inside the 
facility.

When violations are 
discovered, bartenders 
will contact full-time rec-
reation staff – likely de-
partment director Brad 
Voisin – to deal with the 
issue and/or call police.

“If it got serious enough, 
we would shut it down un-
til it got under control,” 
Voisin told the Observer.

However, finding time 

to check outside may be 
a difficult challenge for 
bartenders, Coun. Dusan 
Cizman suggested while 
discussing the motion.

“How can the bartend-
ers, who are watching the 
hooch inside, be watch-
ing for hooch outside? 
It’s a pretty involved job 
to be inside and doing ev-
erything you have to do. 
How can we expect them 
to leave their station to go 
outside?” he asked.

“I think in less than a 
couple minutes they can 
have a run outside to 
see if they can find any 
alcohol being consumed 
out there,” responded 
Nowak. “I’m sure when 
that’s happening it’s pret-
ty blatant.”

Outdoor checks, Voisin 
added, would be done “as 
time permits.”

2005 tour are Chalmers 
Presbyterian Church in 
Winterbourne, the old 
Wellesley Mill, St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre, 
the Waterloo-Wellington 
Flight Centre in Breslau, 
a blacksmith shop near 
St. Clements and the Wal-
lenstein General Store.

Visitors making the 
trek to Maryhill will 
also have access to a 
trio of sites: St. Boniface 

Church, the Edward Hal-
ter Home and St. Boni-
face School. The Mary-
hill Historical Society 
arranged each of the lo-
cations, Snyder noted.

“It pulls people together, 
the idea of explaining the 
community to other peo-
ple. I think it also helps us 
to see areas of the region 
we don’t normally think 
of,” she said, suggesting 
those in the urban cen-
tres don’t typically get 

out to visit the region’s 
rural communities. 

The doors officially open 
at 10 a.m. and close again 
at 4 p.m. However, some 
sites have more limited 
hours.

Site lists and maps for 
Doors Open Waterloo Re-
gion can be picked up at 
local libraries, museums 
and visitor information 
centres. They can also 
be found online at www.
doorsopenontario.on.ca.

Throwing the doors wide open
Continued from page 2
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If you feel good about it, you have to stay positive about 
the whole thing.

Tim Thaler of Heidelberg opts for a positive outlook in 
dealing with Parkinson’s disease. He and his wife will join 
in the Super Walk for Parkinson’s disease Sept. 24.

» For the cause
From hurricane relief to building 
committees and cancer and Par-
kinson’s research, this week’s edi-
tion shows community spirit is alive 
and well in the townships. Together 
these and other initiatives speak to 
the importance of volunteerism.

» Going to the dogs
An Ontario man’s court appeal to 
win joint custody of a dog exempli-
fies the litigious nature of society. 
Happily, the Ontario Court of Ap-
peal deemed the quest a waste of 
time, noting family courts are better 
served dealing with more important 
issues.

» United they mess up
Much-needed attempts to reform 
the United Nations took a shot this 
week as a report harshly criticized 
handling of an oil-for-food program. 
Corruption and mismanagement by 
senior officials let Saddam Hussein 
pocket US$10 billion.

Forget hurricane, it’s all about the crime
���������
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Not so cheap
and abundant

Much more to literacy

Looks like the Yanks 
have got themselves 
a real black eye on 

account of one helluva 
mess down in New Or-
leans. You’d swear you 
were seein’ one of them 
God-awful foreign spots 
with all the ruins and 
the dead people to go with 
‘em. It sure don’t look like 
a place you’d see in de-
cent parts like home here 
in Canada.

You wonder how folks 
down there can deal with 
them kind of conditions. I 
guess that’s why so many 
are all ticked about the 
government not doin’ 
nothin’ for ‘em – it sure 
seems like it took an aw-
ful long time for some-
body to get their butts 
in gear, even after the 
thickest of folks could see 
there was trouble.

You know there’s gon-
na be all sorts of hell to 
pay considerin’ what 
happened, with folks 
even blamin’ George W. 
There’s a fella with more 
to worry about, what with 
terrorist scum all around 
the world to keep in check 
– you’d figure there’d be 
plenty of government 
types with no manlies to 
take on the real issues 
stayin’ at home to look af-
ter the likes of them down 

south. Somebody’s gonna 
get some heat.

Still, the biggest shame 
is them folks who were 
stealing and shooting 
up the place. Instead 
of comin’ together, you 
had them types runnin’ 
off with TVs and guns, 
shootin’ at rescue heli-
copters and the like. The 
place is a disaster, but all 
folks elsewhere is talkin’ 
about is all the crime 
that’s goin’ on.
LET THE YANKS COUGH UP 
THE MONEY TO REBUILD
The wife, bein’ a soft 

touch, is already talkin’ 
about sendin’ my money 
down to them hit by the 
hurricane. She was whin-
in’ just like them tidal 
wave folks last Christ-
mas. I wasn’t standin’ for 
that then, and I’m sure 
not goin’ for it now. You 
can maybe see the point of 
bailin’ out people in them 
poor countries, though 
most of that’s their own 
doing, but there sure as 
Hades ain’t no call to be 
sendin’ money to the U.S., 
the richest country in the 
world.

They’ve got plenty of 
money to be takin’ care 
of them folks, or at least 
the ones that ought not to 
be in jail, which is plenty 
of ‘em judgin’ by all the 
crime goin’ on.

Since they’re gonna be 
rebuildin’, maybe it’s 
time to do a better job of 
the city – by all accounts, 
it’s full of undesirables 
and ain’t no prize out-
side of the tourist areas. 
The Yanks got a good 
chance to make things 
right, but they’re gonna 
be doin’ it on their own 
nickel. 
CROOKS GOUGIN’ US WITH 
CRIMINAL PRICE OF GAS
You can be sure some 

folks is gonna try to make 
a fortune off of the events 
down in the States, star-
tin’ with the oil compa-
nies. The Americans is 
complainin’ about the 
price of gas on the other 
side of the border, but 
we’re still payin’ twice 
as much here. The com-
panies are rippin’ us off, 
and the government is 
pumpin’ us dry, if you 
take my meaning.

With them gasoline ban-
dits, it’s one excuse after 
another for why the price 
is goin’ up and up. Five 
minutes after that hur-
ricane, they was boostin’ 
the price of gas already 
in the ground here, gas 
they paid half the price 
for. Just like every time a 
barrel of oil jumps a few 
pennies, the price goes up 
at the station. But when it 
goes down a bit – it does 
happen – I sure don’t see 
no changes on the signs. 
Everythin’ they do is 
about rippin’ off your 
money, and the feds is 
right in on it – the Liber-
als is experts on how to 
empty your pockets and 
givin’ you nothin’ in re-
turn.

I don’t hold with gov-
ernment stickin’ its nose 
into business – that’s 
what commies and their 
type is all about – but you 
can’t let some operations 
keep on goin’ like a bunch 
of crooks. There ain’t no 
way gas outta cost $1.30, 
that’s pushin’ $6 a gallon, 
usin’ the right measure 
– it was the Liberals that 
went about tryin’ to hide 
how much gas was goin’ 
up in taxes by changin’ 
the scale. They messed 
the bed, they gotta change 
the sheets.

Only one item – the 60-per-cent hike in the bi-
monthly wastewater service charge – stands 
out in a Woolwich plan to overhaul its water 
and sewage rates. For residents who’ve seen 

significant spikes in the last few years, even that change 
is not off the scale.

Using a 10-year forecast, the township is continuing ef-
forts to bring its fees in line with provincial legislation 
demanding so-called full cost pricing and accounting. 
Essentially, funds needed for the water and sewage sys-
tems should come from consumers. Woolwich adopted 
this focus a few years ago, causing its rates to skew well 
above some neighbouring municipalities – residents 
here pay twice as much as customers in Guelph, for in-
stance.

To its credit, the township is looking at rate stability 
once proposed jumps for 2006 are absorbed. However, 
necessary or not, these increases do not play well with 
the public, the people who have been digging deeper 
into their pockets to pay for water. Part of the problem, 
of course, stems from a public perception that takes wa-
ter for granted. As well, there is a growing contingent 
of users who rely on bottled water, filtration systems 
and other alternatives given their distrust of municipal 
systems. For these people, the increases may seem even 
more galling.

We’re paying more, but receiving nothing more in re-
turn – at least not much that we can see. To the contrary, 
the quality of the water from an aesthetic and taste 
perspective appears to be growing worse all the time, 
prompting the aforementioned use of bottled water.

While we can’t see where our cash is going, Woolwich 
and all other Ontario municipalities have been incur-
ring increased costs due to government rules, much of it 
knee-jerk reaction to what happened in Walkerton. For 
communities with safe drinking water, the extra layer 
of redtape has served only to boost costs, with no effect 
on the product that pours out of our taps.

Add to that Waterloo Region’s growing water short-
age woes – dipping supply and growing demand means 
higher prices passed on to Woolwich from the upper tier 
– and residents can see nothing but rising rates from 
now on.

As with efforts to offset rising electricity costs, conser-
vation is the first order of business.

If you’re reading this, basic literacy is not an issue. 
However, for many Canadians that hurdle remains 
to be cleared. And in a knowledge-based economy, 

the bar continues to rise.
Education, early and often, is the key. It’s no coinci-

dence that literacy is a hot-button item in September as 
students adjust to life back in the classroom – Thursday, 
for instance, was International Literacy Day.

A recent Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) study shows Canada fares well 
when compared to other Western countries, but there is 
considerable room for improvement. 

Looking at the skills and abilities needed in today’s soci-
ety – going beyond basic reading and writing – the report 
found 58 per cent of working age adults (16 to 65 years old) 
had at least the minimum level required to participate in 
the global economy. That leaves 42 per cent – 9 million 
people – below par. The gap is widening as new standards 
evolve, threatening to leave more people behind.

Starting young children on the right path is the best bet 
for tackling the issue. The schools alone are not enough 
– parents need to look to their kids’ future needs.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“How was your first day
back at school?” Daniel

Taylor

“It was pretty 
good. It was 
easy because 
we didn’t do 
any work.”

Haydon
Cooke

“Really crappy. 
It was really bor-
ing.”

Ashlee
Wilson

“It went fast, 
smooth and 
awesome.”

Ben
Mitchell

“It was great. 
I’m glad to be 
back.”

IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVOID THE CLIMBING COSTS OF WATER -
LOCAL RESIDENTS FIND NEW USES FOR SOME OLD TECHNOLOGY.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JUDGED #1 FOR OPINION PAGES 
AND COMMUNITY NEWS IN 
CIRCULATION CLASS 6,500-12,499YOU ARE READING THE #1 OPINION SECTION IN ONTARIO
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Another of Mr. Dithers’ unwise decisions will haunt him
Former prime min-

ister Jean Chrétien 
sacked finance min-

ister Paul Martin – who 
heard about it on his car 
radio – because, he told a 
friend, Martin was so in-
decisive as to be “weak.”

Prime Minister Paul 
Martin, the greatest dis-
appointment since the 
Edsel, has deservedly 
gained the nickname of 
“Mr. Dithers.” To dispel 
this image of inactivity, 
he periodically lunges 
out with a supposedly 
brave move. Because it is 
not thought out, it is usu-
ally wrong.

Chrétien did something 
unusual and rather dar-
ing when he appointed 
Adrienne Clarkson as 
governor-general. This 
was because here was a fe-
male, an immigrant born 
in Hong Kong and a promi-
nent television journalist.

How to top this? Martin, 
to best Chrétien, picks for 
Rideau Hall a female, an 
immigrant born in Haiti, 

a prominent television 
journalist, plus – kaboom! 
– someone who holds a 
passport from France. 
Take that, Jean.

Michaelle Jean is obvi-
ously a very nice person. 
But she’s as unqualified 
to be Canada’s governor-
general as I am.

The reason Martin ex-
tended Clarkson’s tenure 
for a year was because of 
the tender situation of a 
minority government be-
ing in charge of the coun-
try. It could fall at any 
moment (and almost did, 
hello there Belinda Stron-
ach) and there could be a 
constitutional crisis with 
the governor-general, 
which is the law, deter-
mining whether another 
party or coalition rather 
than the Liberals could 
form a government.

Clarkson with a few 
years under her belt, and 
with help from her au-
thor/historian husband 
John Ralston Saul, would 
have been well-armed for 

that possibility.
Ms. Jean will barely 

have had a chance to read 
the rule books when, 
post-Gomery, we will be 
going to an election up to 
our hips in snow in Feb-
ruary – as Martin has 
promised. And a good 
chance, considering the 
Bloc Quebecois gains, 
another minority. Do we 
want a nervous rookie in 
Rideau Hall?

It’s clear by now the im-
petuous Martin didn’t 
take the time to check 
completely the back-
ground of the lady who 
charmed him. The friend-
ship, even if only casual, 
with the separatist circles 
is now well-documented.

And how can the No. 1 
representative of Canada 
at home and abroad carry 
a passport from Paris? It’s 

like George Bush hold-
ing dual citizenship with 
Germany. There’s trouble 
down the road from Mar-
tin’s silly choice.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Tom Wolfe, he 
of the white suit, always 
claims he is more a re-
porter than a writer. In 
Bonfire of the Vanities, af-
ter extensive research, he 
exposed the “big swing-
ing dicks” of Wall Street 
to devastating effect. He 
did the same thing with 
astronauts in The Right 
Stuff.

For his latest book, 
Charlotte Simmons, he 
spent two years hanging 
out with students at some 
of the best U.S. universi-
ties – Stanford, Michigan 
etc. – to see how they lived 
(and loved) and how they 
talked.

The one characteristic 
(it gets pretty boring) is 
the use of the Eff-word. 
Both males and females 
fling it around so often 
you wonder whatever 
happened to the English 
language.

Wolfe, in own defence, 
has told critics that he 
is only reflecting reality: 
this is the way they talk. 
He says the campus kids 
use the Eff-word as noun, 
verb, adverb and adjec-
tive.

Well. For some weeks 
now, the top box office 
movie in North America 
has been The 40-Year-Old 
Virgin. Which means 
more people have seen it 
than any other movie. It’s 
the funniest thing you’ve 
ever seen (it’s a man) or 
heard.

The young men in the 
flick don’t seem to know 
any word except the Eff-
word. Little old ladies 
should be warned. But 
what it means is that Tom 
Wolfe was Effing right.

AND SECOND THING: 
Political correctness 
gone mad. Harry J. 
Frankfurt is an elderly, 
well-respected American 
academic. Some years 
back, he wrote an essay, 
On Bullshit. In it he does 
a serious examination of 
the actual difference be-
tween exaggeration and 
you-know what.

He just meant it for his 
academic colleagues and 
it has been passed around 
through universities 
ever since. Some smart 
publisher has now put it 
out in book form – a thin 
book, only $12.50.

On Bullshit has been on 
the top ten best-seller list 
in the Globe and Mail for 
11 weeks. The Toronto 
Star’s top-10 for 15 weeks.

It has been for 23 weeks 
a best-seller in the New 
York Times, the world’s 
finest newspaper. In the 
Times’ list, it is adver-
tised as On Bull….

Give me an Effing 
break.

To the Editor,
 I must say I am very frus-

trated with this town, as I 
am sure others are also.  

One day as I drove into 
town from Waterloo I was 
pleasantly surprised to 
see a sign on the huge lot 
beside Tim Hortons stat-
ing future sight of large 
supermarket and plaza. 
Due fall 2005. Since that 
day the sign appeared 
and construction looked 
to be getting underway, it 
is now fall 2005 and still 
no more construction has 
begun since last summer’s 
excavating.

Now I am not too sure if 
that was just to give the 
residents hope that Elmi-
ra may actually follow 
through with its word for 
once. Then months later 
after a lot of speculation 

of what the supermarket 
chain will be, we read an 
article in the newspaper 
stating that Elmira Stove 
Works has sold out to Lo-
blaws. Now we will have 
yet another supermarket 
coming to town. 

So four supermarkets in 
a small community? Were 
the business owners of 
Elmira not upset because 
residents were heading 
into Waterloo to do most of 
their shopping? 

Well now both Selby’s 
and IGA will have double 
the competition. Let’s put 
in an additional two super-
markets so this way two 
other businesses suffer. 

It really doesn’t make 
any sense to me, but what 
do I know? I drive into 
Waterloo to do most of my 
shopping anyway.

Jasmine Roth
Elmira

Supermarket plans 
source of confusion
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Rae still haunts the NDP
When Stephen 

Clarkson and 
Christina Mc-

Call first wrote the words 
“he haunts us still,” they 
were referring to former 
prime minister Pierre El-
liot Trudeau. The phrase 
could just as easily be ap-
plied to the impact that 
Bob Rae has had on the 
NDP in Ontario.

Sept. 6 marked the fif-
teenth anniversary of 
Rae’s surprising election 
victory, and the only time 
that a New Democrat has 
won an election in the 
country’s most populous 
province. What Rae did in 
office and – more impor-
tantly – what he did not 
do in office are constantly 
brought up on the door-
step and in the coffee shop 
(usually as an argument 
over why it isn’t “safe” to 
vote NDP, even 10 years 
later).

Whatever his flaws, I’ve 
always argued that, on bal-
ance, Bob Rae’s premier-
ship had a positive impact 
on the province of Ontario. 
The NDP’s groundbreak-
ing environmental legis-
lation made it possible for 
the citizens of Walkerton 
to receive compensation 
for having consumed un-
safe drinking water. More 
than 40,000 units of afford-
able housing were built be-
tween 1990 and 1995. 

Under the NDP, orga-
nized labour finally had 
something approaching 
a level playing field when 
dealing with companies. 
And, bringing nurse prac-
titioners and midwives 
into the health care sys-
tem not only saved money, 
but also provided Ontar-
ians with a better range 
of health care options. Rae 
doesn’t get enough credit 
for any of these (or other) 
accomplishments.

Of course, being followed 
as premier by Mike Harris 
could make just about any-
one look like a shining pro-
gressive (hell, even Dalton 
McGuinty looks somewhat 
progressive when held up 
against Harris and Ernie 
Eves). 

But, the reality is Rae did 
a lot of positive things for 
the province during his 
nearly five years in office. 
The contrast between his 
approach to governing 
and that of his successor 
was made immediately 
apparent on Sept. 6, 1995, 
the fifth anniversary of 
his election. That day, the 
Ontario Provincial Police 
acted on political direc-
tion to remove unarmed 
protesters from Ipperwash 
Provincial Park, killing 
Dudley George in the pro-
cess.

During the time that Rae 
was premier, there was a 
lot of pressure within the 
NDP to refrain from open 
criticism. As one who 
consistently resisted that 

pressure and criticized 
Rae whenever I thought it 
was necessary, I now find 
myself more prone to de-
fending his government 
than many of those who 
once tried to keep me qui-
et. Within the NDP, Rae 
is the proverbial elephant 
in the room that no one 
wants to talk about (and 
hopes that voters won’t 
talk about either).

When a race was held to 
succeed Rae, the only real 
issue in that race was how 
the party should deal with 
the legacy of the Rae gov-
ernment. Peter Kormos 
argued that we should 
denounce virtually every-
thing that was done in the 
first half of the 1990s – es-
sentially running against 
our own record. Other 
candidates (including 
Francis Lankin, whom 
I supported) all argued 
that we should build on 
the best of Rae’s legacy 
and move on from there; it 
was the candidate among 
them who was seen as the 
farthest from Rae’s inner 
circle – Howard Hampton 
– who eventually won the 
leadership.

The problem with Bob 
Rae as premier was not just 
that he didn’t implement 
public auto insurance, 
that he allowed tuition to 
increase by 42 per cent, 
that he threw out signed 
collective agreements or 
that he introduced casino 
gambling to the province. 
It was that, in the process 
of doing so, he actively 
argued against the long-
standing party policies 
that he was supposed to be 
implementing. 

On auto insurance, he 
could have talked about 
how regrettable it was that 
– due to the compensation 
provisions of the Free 
Trade Agreement – he 
couldn’t give Ontario driv-
ers the same kind of sys-
tem that works in British 

Columbia, Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. Instead he 
told voters that the idea 
had never been workable.

It’s not that other govern-
ments (in Ontario, or in 
general) have never bro-
ken a promise. It’s that 
voters expect other gov-
ernments to break their 
promises. They expected 
the NDP to be different. 
New Democrats expected 
the NDP to be different. 
In politics, the higher the 
expectations held by vot-
ers, the bigger the disap-
pointment when they are 
not met. 

The other thing about 
Rae that bedevils the NDP 
is what he has done since 
he left office. Becoming 
a corporate lawyer and 
sitting on countless cor-
porate boards only con-
firmed what many New 
Democrats had always se-
cretly thought about Rae 
(even before “the betray-
als”), but he didn’t leave it 
at that. He’s let himself be 
used by Dalton McGuinty 
to push proposals for still 
higher tuition and by Paul 
Martin to deflect calls for 
an immediate inquiry 
into the botched Air India 
investigation. He’s also 
done his fair of sniping 
from the sidelines, playing 
on his stature as a former 
NDP premier to criticize 
the party (even though, 
when pressed, he’ll admit 
that he let his party mem-
bership lapse in 1997).

Now, Rae is again being 
touted as a potential feder-
al Liberal candidate, and 
even as a potential federal 
Liberal leader. Frankly, 
I hope he does run as a 
Liberal in the next federal 
election (of course, I also 
hope he loses badly to the 
NDP wherever he runs). 
Doing so could help to fi-
nally remove him as the 
millstone that – fairly or 
unfairly – has been draped 
around the NDP’s neck.
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To the Editor,
 I read, with interest, 

Brittany Jones’ letter 
to the editor in the last 
issue, “Students have 
enough problems with-
out more stereotypes.” 
(Letters, Observer, Sept. 
3/05). Sure, it’s tough be-
ing a teenager these days, 
but I bet Ms. Jones will 
survive these difficult 
years. Before she knows 
it, she’ll wind up with a 
house, a mortgage, maybe 
a few kids of her own, and 
a whole new set of adult 
“obstacles” (which may 
even include a new set of 
teenagers leaving trash 
on her lawn). 

No one is suggesting that 
all of Ms. Jones’ peers are 
“hoodlums,” and every-
one wants a smooth tran-
sition back to school; it’s 
just that folks who live 
close to the high school 
get a little tired of pick-
ing up litter and dealing 
with some of the other 
problems caused by some 
of Ms. Jones’ classmates.  

Ms. Jones is right to say 
that parents need to take 
responsibility, but so do 
all of the other people in-
volved: teachers, public 
authorities, residents, the 
students in question and, 
perhaps, the classmates 
of those students.

Graham Bennett
Elmira

High school issues are  
everbody’s problem
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Builder to proceed with model homes Kennel gets go-ahead to double size Residential growth continues across the region
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Challenging and rewarding music       
program designed for families with 
young children, beginner ages 3 to 8

Parent participation, small groups

Each 1 hour lesson includes instruction 
in: singing, piano, rhythm, ear 
training, sight reading, theory and 
composing.

Graduate with: Grade 1 piano              
             Preliminary Rudiments
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Herbal Magic 
first came to Can-
ada 10 years ago, 
Joyce Kregar saw 

an opportunity to lose weight 
and to achieve her lifelong goal 
of running her own business. 

After years of work managing 
a store in Listowel, Kregar has 
made her dream come true: on 
Sept. 12, she’ll officially open 
her own Herbal Magic outlet in 
Elmira. 

The new store – at 25 Indus-
trial Parkway –offers a mix of 
healthy eating, herbal supple-
ments and lifestyle changes to 
peel off the pounds. 

“We never call it a diet. That’s 
a bad word. It’s just learning 
to eat healthier because that’s 
just normal eating. It’s a life-
style change so we guide [our 
clients] through it. It’s very 
exciting to see how their bod-
ies change and their self-es-
teem changes, how they hold 
themselves. It’s quite a change 
in how different they are from 
start to finish,” said Kregar. 

“I’ve been running the Herbal 
Magic in Listowel for 10 years 
and it’s just been a lifelong goal 
of mine to own my own centre 
because it is my career and I 
believe in the program and the 
products so much,” she said, 
noting she’s lost 65 lbs (30 kg) 
through the program. Success 
stories, she has found, are fair-
ly common. 

Entrepreneur sees magic in new Elmira business
Venture mixes owner’s dream of self-employment with regard for weight-loss regimen

“I had one woman, every time 
she came into the centre, while 
waiting for her turn, she just 
stared at the floor didn’t talk 
to anyone else. As she lost the 
weight – she lost 75 pounds – we 
noticed she would talk more. 
By the time she was done she 
was bouncing around the cen-
tre, talking to everyone. She 
held her head high. She was 
very bubbly and a totally dif-
ferent person.”

The program is quite simple. 
Visitors stop by for a free con-
sultation with an employee who 

examines their medical history 
and picks a weight-loss pro-
gram that suits them best. This 
consists of healthy eating, ac-
tive lifestyle and herbal supple-
ments – hence the Herbal Magic 
moniker. Each program runs 
for a pre-established period, 
depending on how much weight 
the client wants to drop – two 
pounds a week is standard. 

“They’re given a program with 
a list of foods that they need to 
eat, which are in accordance 
with the Canada Food Guide,” 
Kregar said, explaining a typi-

cal meal under their program 
could include meat, potatoes, 
veggies and, yes, even beer. 

After they’ve lost their weight, 
they enter a six-week stabili-
zation program, “so they can 
take their body out of weight-
loss mode and stabilize. After 
that they’re on a year of main-
tenance.

“But they’re still checking in 
with us. If we see them slipping 
back into old eating habits we 
can tell. I never let [my clients] 
go past three to five pounds be-
cause it’s a signal to me that 

they’re slipping back into old 
habits – I check them up right 
away, they come into the centre 
more often again and we get 
them back on track.”

First opened in London, On-
tario in 1996, Herbal Magic 
stores have opened all over 
Canada and branched out into 
the U.S. According to the com-
pany’s Web site, it will open 
more than 50 stores a year for 
the next five years. 

After 10 years of working for 
someone else, Kregar wanted 
to go out on her own with the 
Herbal Magic franchise – hence 
her Elmira store which she 
bought about six months ago. 

“I wanted to stay close to my 
family. I have a son and his 
wife in Listowel and the same 
in Wingham. They both have 
two granddaughters. My fam-
ily is very close … and I want-
ed to stay closer to them so I 
don’t miss out on my grand-
children,” she said of why she 
chose to open a store in Water-
loo Region. 

“We came into Elmira and we 
thought ‘what a nice town,’ and 
everyone we’ve met has been 
very friendly.”

When the store opens, she, 
business partner Mervyn Di-
etz and employee Carolanne 
Stoutenberg will work first-
hand with customers.  “If it’s 
busy we’ll hire more staff. But 
right now we’ll start out with 
just the two of us.”

The venture starts rolling 
Monday with an open house. 

KYLE REA

HERBAL SOLUTIONS  Joyce Kregar (centre) along with business partner Mervyn Dietz (left) and employee Carolanne Stoutenburg 
offer up natural options for weight loss at the new Herbal Magic Store in Elmira, which opens Sept. 12. 

Waiving the requirement for an acoustical study, Woolwich councillors this 
week approved an expansion at Willowbrook Kennels. The breeding opera-
tion at 1232 Northfield Dr. may now have up to 35 dogs, doubling its capac-
ity from 17. The township now plans a review of its kennel bylaw.

A 155-unit subdivision in Wellesley Village will start with just two. This 
week, Wellesley council agreed to let Lotco II get the ball rolling with a 
pair of model homes for perspective buyers to inspect. The usual building 
permit process must still be followed.

The housing boom in Waterloo Region grew even stronger in the first 
half of the year. In all, 2,098 residential building permits were issued, 
with a construction value of $303.4 million, up 7.3 per cent in the first 
half of 2004. 
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“Finest in quality feeds and service”
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“We don’t always get a second 
chance to do it safely”

664-3701
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Phone  (519) 698-9933

Toll Free  1-877-698-9933

Machinery hazards on the farm

▼ See USE OF page 11

The very fact that agricultural machinery uses 
tremendous power to do work makes its opera-
tion a potential hazard for both the operator 
and bystanders. Most accidents with agricul-
tural machinery can be attributed to human 
error. In many cases the operator either forgot 
something, took a shortcut or a risk, ignored a 
warning, wasn’t paying close attention or failed 
to follow safety rules.
Accidents with farm machinery can be crippling 
or even fatal. You can be cut, crushed, pulled 
in or struck by an object thrown by these 
machines.
They can have cutting edges, gears, chains, 
revolving shafts, rotating blades, levers and 
similar hazards. You can also be injured if 
you fall while working on or near any of these 
machines.
Some machine parts cannot be completely 
shielded in order to do their job. For instance, 
a cutting blade cannot be totally enclosed, or 
it could not cut.
A basic understanding of the common dangers 
and the hazards which they pose will heighten 
your safety awareness and prevent injury.

HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS
• Hydraulic systems have the potential to 
store considerable energy.
Careless servicing, adjustment or replacement 
of parts can result in serious injury. High pres-
sure blasts of hydraulic oil can injure eyes or 
other body parts by burning or penetrating 
the tissue due to the liquid being hot. Leaks 
are a serious hazard.
• Never inspect hydraulic hoses with your 
hands because a fi ne jet of hydraulic fl uid can 
pierce the skin. Jet streams from even pinhole 
leaks can penetrate fl esh. Get medical atten-
tion quickly, or you could lose that part of the 
body that was injected.
• Use a piece of cardboard to test the hose 
for leaks. Before attempting any service on 
hydraulic systems, shut off the engine, which 
powers the hydraulic pump.
• Lower the implement to the ground and 
relieve the pressure. Follow the instructions in 
your operator’s manual, because the specifi c 
procedures for servicing the systems are very 
important to your safety.

FARM  •  AUTO  •  TRUCK
INDUSTRIAL  •  ON-THE-FARM SERVICE

Where tires are a specialty,
not a side line.

  35 Howard Ave.                              (519) 669-3232

CALL US FOR TIRES!
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“Make sure safety 
  is priority #1”
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Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
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WOOLWICH OBSERVER FARM SAFETY SUPPLEMENTFARM
SAFETY SHEAR POINTS

• Cutting points are created 
when a single object moves 
forcefully or rapidly enough 
to cut, as in the case of a 
sickle blade.
• Because some cutting and  
shearing points cannot be 
guarded, it is important to 
be aware of the hazard and 
to be especially alert when 
they are operating.
WRAP POINTS
• Rotating shafts are the 
most common source of 
wrap point accidents, al-
though any exposed machine 
part that rotates can be a 
wrap point. A cuff, sleeve, 
pant leg or just a thread can 
catch on a rotating part and 
result in serious injury.
• Check all equipment for 
potential wrap points, and 
shield those that can be 
shielded. Place warnings on 
those that cannot be cov-
ered, or paint them a bright 
colour, perhaps with wide 
stripes. Be aware of wrap 
points and be alert to their 
danger.
CRUSH POINTS
• Crush points are created 
when two objects move to-

ward each other or one object 
moves toward a stationary one. 
For example, hitching tractors 
to implements may create a 
potential crush point.
• Failure to block up equip-
ment safely can result in a 
fatal crushing injury. A jack 
may slip, a hose or overhead 
support may break, or the 
equipment may roll. Be sure 
to take extra precautions when 
working with machinery that is 
raised for any reason.
• Crushing injuries most com-
monly occur to fi ngers that 
are crushed at the hitching 
point. Wait until the tractor has 
stopped before stepping into 
the hitching position.
• Block all machinery securely 
if you must work under it. If an 
implement can roll freely, block 
its wheels so it cannot roll.
PINCH POINTS
• Belt drives, chain drives and 
gear drives are other sources 
of pinch points in power trans-
mission devices. Feed rolls, 
gathering chains and similar 
equipment draw crops into 
the machine also create pinch 
points.
• You can become entangled 
in pinch points if you take 
chances and reach over or 

work near rotating parts. 
Machines move too fast to get 
out of a pinch point once you 
become caught in it.
• To avoid injury from pinch 
points, be aware of the areas 
where pinch points occur and 
avoid them. Wear clothing 
that fi ts well and is not loose 
or fl oppy. Never reach over 
or work near rotating parts. 
Turn off machinery to work 
on it. Always replace shields 
if you must remove them for 
maintenance.
PULL-IN POINTS
• Pull-in points usually occur 
when someone tries to re-
move plant material or other 
obstacles that have become 
stuck in feed rolls or other ma-
chinery parts. Always shut off 
the power before attempting 
to clear plugged equipment.
FREE-WHEELING PARTS
• Many machine parts con-
tinue to spin after the power 
is shut off. Examples of this 
are cutter heads of forage 
harvesters, hammer mills of 
feed grinders, rotary mower 
blades, fans, fl ywheels, etc.
• Never touch these parts until 
they have stopped moving 
completely. This may take as 
long as several minutes.

Use of caution key to safety 
around heavy farm equipment

Continued from page 10
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•TRAVEL INSURANCE

FAX 669-3160 
e-mail:

soehner@soehnerinsurance.com
www.soehnerinsurance.com

“BE SURE - INSURE”

669-1661

��������������
��������������
�������������
���������������

�������������������������

����������
�������
�������
������

���������
�������
�������
�������
�����

���������������������
������������
������������

�����������������
�����������������������
�������������������������

Salesperson

Employment Opportunities

����
���������
���� ������������

������������������������
�������������������������

����������
�������������
���������������



12    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • FARM SAFETY • SEPTEMBER 10, 2005

���������������
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638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
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 669-5453

122 Church St. W. 
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Riverdale Poultry 
Express
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SPECIALIZING IN:
•Farm Drainage 
•Municipal Drainage
•Excavator Work 
•Erosion Control
•Back Hoe with Lazer

RR 3 Palmerston, ON
OFFICE 343-3233
HOME   338-2373
Steve Cronsberry (owner)

(Established 1968)

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE Ltd.

WE OFFER:
• FREE ESTIMATES
• Personal evaluations of your project
• Details plans and design work
• State-of-the-art equipment
• Qualified and experienced personnel
• Guaranteed workmanship &
   Customer service
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WOOLWICH OBSERVER FARM SAFETY SUPPLEMENT

Safety for aging farmers
Aging is a naturally occurring 

process that has important 
implications for agricultural 
safety and health.
Although many senior farm-

ers and farm workers make 
some allowances for age re-
lated reductions in physical 
strength, speed, agility, sight 
and hearing, they can no lon-
ger handle some routine work 
tasks.
Injury data and anecdotal 

evidence suggest that senior 
farmers become more suscep-
tible to work-related injuries 
as they move into their 60s.

CHANGES WITH AGE CAN 
CREATE NEW RISK FAC-
TORS ON THE FARM
Age-related sensory and 

physical impairments occur 
among senior farm operators 
at various rates. Eyesight, 
hearing, balance, muscle 
strength, and reaction time 
may remain good for some in-
dividuals who are well beyond 
age 65, while becoming sig-
nificantly poorer in others.

VISION
As a person ages, there is a 

gradual decline in the ability 
of the eye to detect normal 
environmental stimuli.
Generally, to see objects as 

clearly as they did when they 
were age 20, many 45-year- 

olds need four times as much 
light. By age 60, the amount 
of light required to see clearly 
is double that needed by 45-
year-olds.

HEARING
Another change associated 

with aging is hearing loss. All 
people eventually suffer some 
hearing loss as a result of ag-
ing, ear disease, and exposure 
to loud noises.

SENSE OF BALANCE
An individual’s sense of 

balance is controlled by 
specialized structures (the ves-
tibular system) located in the 
inner ear. With aging, the ves-
tibular system becomes less 
effective in sensing body po-
sition and movement, thereby 
increasing the potential risk of 
falls for older persons.

SAFETY & HEALTH SUG-
GESTIONS FOR WORKING 
SENIOR FARMERS
Generally speaking, reduc-

ing or controlling injury risks 
and hazards is not any differ-
ent for senior farmers than 
for any other age group of 
farmers.
It is better to make physi-

cal changes to the working 
environment to completely 
remove or lessen exposure to 
hazards than to rely upon an 
individual’s behavior around 

the hazard.
Suggestions that seem par-

ticularly pertinent to senior 
farmers’ safety and health 
include:
• Increase lighting levels 

in barns and other buildings 
to accommodate the vision 
needs of older farmers.
• Ensure that all steps, stairs, 

and handrails are of excellent 
quality and well lighted with 
switches at both ends of stairs 
and by all entrances.
• Put non-slip surfaces on 

walkways and steps where 
possible.
• Have easily operated or 

maneuvered fence gates, 
building doors, and animal 
handling devices.
• Use properly fitted and 

easily accessible personal pro-
tection devices.
With the large percentage of 

tractor-related fatalities, it is 
imperative that senior farmers 
pay special attention to their 
ability to operate a tractor 
safely.
To reduce tractor operation 

risks, farmers might:
• Consider trading in older, 

less safe tractors for newer, 
safer models.
• Retro-fit older tractors, 

when possible, with ROPS and 
a seat belt.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Armed with poles, tackle box-
es and bait, about 350 anglers 
took to the shores of Welles-
ley pond Monday (Sept. 5), 

for the third annual Wellesley fishing 
derby. While awards for the top catch-
es were handed out, no one was able to 
reel in a tagged fish – something that 
has yet to be done in the event’s his-
tory.

“There’s a pile of them in there by 
now,” chuckled Steve Cook, president 
of the Wellesley Optimist Club, which 
hosted the derby. “I can’t understand 
why they’re not getting caught. The 
Ministry [of Natural Resources] says 
sometimes they go over the dam in a 
big flood, but I’d imagine there must 
be some in there yet.”

Had a tagged fish, largely bass, been 
brought ashore, the responsible angler 
would have received a $100 prize. Prior 
to the event, MNR staff catch, tag and 
release fish for this special award.

 Still, trophies and prizes were pre-
sented to the children (up to 16 years) 
with the five largest fish, the smallest 
catch (under 12 years) and the biggest 

Tagged fish prove elusive, once again
Wellesley fishing derby attracts about 350 anglers to the village

▼ See CASTING page 16

fish landed by an adult. Carp was the 
most plentiful.

The top children’s prize was awarded to 
Dylan Firetto-Gross (4.74 lbs), with sub-
sequent trophies going to Brandon Osier 
(3.68 lbs), Chris Dalton (3.04 lbs), Dylan 
Wagner (2.54 lbs) and Daphne Thomas 
(2.29 lbs). With a weight of 4.24 lbs, John 
Uuldriks proved to have the heftiest 
catch among the adult competitors.

“The big one was caught earlier on. 
That was from the canoe out in the wa-
ter. Most people seem to think the fish-
ing is best early in the morning,” Cook 
suggested. “And there were some pretty 
avid fishermen. Most of the people, 
that’s probably the only time they get 
fishing.”

All catches were released back into the 
pond after weigh-in. 

Casting action kicked off at 9 a.m. and 
continued until 1 p.m. Many of those 
who took part came more for a day of 
community fun outdoors than the fish-
ing itself. Held the day before school re-
turned for another year, the derby saw a 
crowd of children and their parents, as 
well as other family members.

“My son has friends who are out here 
and they’re playing. It’s kind of a com-

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The ice is back, the 
fans are waiting in 
the wings and to-

morrow, the Elmira Sug-
ar Kings will make their 
hometown debut, show-
ing off their squad for the 
2005-2006 season. 

Heavy on defence and 
goaltending – thanks to 
the addition of seven new 
players to this year’s ros-
ter – the team has officials 
hoping for another run at 
the Sutherland Cup. 

With 15 returning play-
ers joining newcomers 

Kings fill their bench
Junior B team sets lineup for 2005-2006 season

John McCuaig, Trevor 
Van Wyck, Ryan Zehr, 
Rob Mercer, Ed Oliver, 
Scott Pfohl and Kevin 
Tremble, the Kings stack 
up well this season, said 
coach John East. 

“We’ve added some 
depth for sure in defence 
with McCuaig … depth 
in goaltending with Van 
Wyck – [it’s] his third 
year in the league and 
he’s in the same situation 
as Blake Scherer so those 
two guys will battle for 
the no. 1 spot. If they both 
play as well as they can, 
it’ll be a win-win situ-
ation for us since we’ll 

get great goaltending 
throughout the season,” 
he said, noting Zehr and 
Pfohl will provide fur-
ther blueline strength 
while Mercer, Oliver and 
Tremble will give their 
offensive line a bit of a 
boost. 

Jeff Zippel and Dan 
Rhame – playing for the 
Waterloo Midgets – will 
serve as backup players. 

“They’ll be practicing 
with us and anytime we 
run into injuries and 
suspensions, these guys 
will be the first ones we 
call upon. So they’ll be a 
big part of the Kings this 

year.”
Veteran Sugar Kings 

are expected to make a 
contribution on the score-
board.

“Our offensive strength 
is going to come from the 
guys returning from last 
year. We’re expecting ev-
erybody to step up their 
game and everybody is 
a year older and another 
year in Junior B under 
their belts. Hopefully 
those guys will take con-
trol,” said East. 

“We’re real happy with 
the defence core that we 
have – especially with 
Tyler Soehner and Chad 

Swartzentruber leading 
the way back there – I 
don’t think anybody can 
offer a one-two punch 
like those guys. We’re 
expecting them to lead 
us from the back end and 
with the addition of John 
McCuaig … he plays both 
ends of the rink real well, 
he’s a solid addition for 
us. He’s going to give us 
even more stability back 
there. Matt Rennie and 
Scott Lepold who are re-
turning both had good 
training camps. We’re ex-
pecting them to lift their 
game to the next level.”

ELMIRA SUGAR KINGS 
2005/2006 LINEUP

#2  Scott Lepold – Defence
#3  Chad Swartzentruber –

Defence
#4  Tyler Soeher, Captain –

Defence
#5  Adam MacDonnell – Defence

#6  Ryan Zehr – Defence
#7  Matt Rennie – Defence
#8  Scott Pfohl – Defence

#9  Kevin Tremble- Forward
#10  Adam Love, Assistant

Captain – Forward
#11  John Lunney – Centre

#12  Marc Deschamps – Centre
#14  Alex Sharpe – Forward
#15  Travis Martin, Assistant

Captain – Forward
#18  Ed Oliver – Forward

#19  Dane Dobbie – Centre
#20  Brock Zinken – Centre
#21  Zac Bauman, Assistant

Captain – Forward
#22  Rob Mercer – Forward
#24  Tyler Brenner - Centre

#25  John McCuaig – Defence
#30  Trevor Van Wyck –

Goaltender
#31  Blake Scherer - Goaltender

▼ See KINGS page 16

The Elmira Sugar Kings proved they were a force to be reckoned with in 
exhibition play, going 3-1, including a 2-1 win over Kitchener during ex-
hibition day Sept. 3. The squad met defeat only once versus the Waterloo 
Siskins, losing 5-2 on Sept. 2. 

There will be no fence around the Linwood Recreation Centre property, 
Wellesley council decided this week, declining a request from a nearby 
property owner to install a fence to prevent people from crossing their 
land on their way to and from the Kissing Bridge Trail.

Say goodbye to the Orangeville Thunder and hello to the Orangeville 
Crushers, as the Junior B hockey squad changed its name over the sum-
mer. The squad also added some NHL experience to their bench, naming 
hall-of-famer Dale Hawerchuk as its new president. 

FISH FINDERS  Dylan Cook (left) and Morgan Coles show off one of the fish landed during the Wellesley 
On The Pond fishing derby Monday. A sizeable catch, the fish failed to make the leader board.RICHARD VIVIAN
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Taking it to the limit a good way to get your goose cooked

Books
Games

Looking for the Perfect Gift? - Check Out Volumes...

When you’re looking to buy,
buy direct from Volumes!

Toys

Play Tents

Volumes Ad-August13  8/9/05  8:28 AM  Page 1

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s early in the pre-
season, but hopes 
are already running 

high for this year’s out-
put from the Wellesley 
Applejacks.

With one training 
camp down and others 
soon to go, the Junior 
Development League 
squad is looking to fill 
eight or nine spots on 
its roster for the com-
ing season. 

Applejacks place high hopes 
on core of returning vets

“We definitely expect a first-place run,” says Seiling
“It’s not bad. We’ve 

only had one tryout so 
far and we have close 
to 60 kids out. Consider-
ing all of the vets we ex-
pected to come back are 
coming back, it’s look-
ing good,” said coach 
Chip Seiling. He ex-
plained they’ll be look-
ing to fill four forward 
and four defensive po-
sitions; whether they’ll 
need a goaltender to re-
place Kevin Basler, who 
aged-out this year, has 
not been decided. In ad-

dition to Basler, the 
Jacks will also need to 
fill the skates of cap-
tain Ryan Gerber, also 
an overager. As yet, no 
one had been picked to 
don the coveted ‘C’. 

“There’s no way we 
can keep them because 
they’ve graduated 
through age … they’ll 
be greatly missed, but 
we’ll have to replace 
them.”

While losing two key 
players, Seiling noted 

▼ See JACKS page 15

In many districts across 
Ontario the daily limit 
of Canada geese that 

hunter’s are allowed to 
take in the early season is 
eight and the possession 
limit is 24. Who says the 
MNR doesn’t have a sense 
of humour?

Sure a hunter can kill 
24 geese in the early sea-
son if he happens to have 
access to a good field 
or pond, but who in his 
right mind would want 
to spend the remainder 
of the season plucking 
them? 

This is the question that 
weighs heavily on most 
goose hunters and it’s 
why they are so generous 
and quick to give away 
birds to less successful 
hunters. 

Oh sure, there’s a certain 
early season enthusiasm 
but, after you’ve spent an 
hour sitting in the blind 
staring at six giant Cana-
da geese that you’ve shot, 
it begins to dawn on you 
that, when you get home, 
you’re on your own. No 
one will help you pluck 
geese. Not your wife. Not 

your best friend. Even 
your kids will soon real-
ize that is neither as fun 
nor as glamorous as you 
try to make it out to be.

But it wasn’t always that 
way.

A friend of mine keeps 
an old sporting magazine 
on his desk and looks at 
it every now and then, 
when life gets too compli-
cated. It’s from the early 
sixties; a more innocent 
and wondrous time when 
responsible people were 
allowed to see cigarettes, 
alcohol, and guns in the 
same advertisement. 

On the back cover, there’s 
an ad that depicts an idyl-
lic suburban scene; two 
duck hunters are sitting 
at the picnic table with 
their shotguns leaning 
against a nearby station 
wagon. A content retriev-
er and some hand-carved 
decoys sit at their feet. 
Each hunter is smoking a 
fine cigar and enjoying a 
highball glass filled with 
three fingers of premium 
scotch. They’re obviously 
recounting the tales of a 
glorious morning afield 

but what makes the fan-
tasy complete is their 
trim and pretty wives, 
replete in new hair-dos, 
make up, and frilly party 
dresses. These fine wom-
en are smiling as if they 
are proud of their men 
– and they are doing so 
while plucking what ap-
pears to be two full limits 
of ducks!  

Every time I see that 
wonderful advertise-
ment, I want to cry. And I, 
for one, say its time to re-
turn to that simpler, more 
innocent time. I mean 
they all seem so happy 
together.  

Whenever I mention 
or show the framed pho-
tocopy of this ad to my 
wife and her friends they 
always suggest that the 
women in the ad are only 
biding their time until 
the husbands get really 
hammered. It’s then, they 
insist, that the wives will 

make a rush for the shot-
guns and put an end to 
this nonsense once and 
for all. They further sug-
gest the bodies could be 
easily disposed of in the 

feather bags and specu-
late that the down would 
absorb the blood. And 
they insist that no court 
in the land would convict 
them. It seems like they 
have given this a whole 
lot of thought too, which 
is why I have never asked 
them to help me pluck 
birds.

But I think they’re miss-

ing the point. It’s almost 
as if they don’t want to be 
happy or something.

In the meantime, my 
buddy and I are serious-
ly considering splitting 
the cost of one of those 
industrial, plucking ma-
chines, as a back up unit 
– you know, just in case 
our wives can’t find their 
frilly party dresses.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

On Sept. 1, 1980, 
Terry Fox’s dream 
of running across 

Canada was cut short; 
after covering more than 
5,300 kilometres in less 
than five months, he was 
forced to stop his Mara-
thon of Hope near Thun-
der Bay after cancer was 
found in his lungs. 

Less than a year later, 
the same disease would 
claim his life. 

Twenty-five years after 
he first began his epic 
marathon, millions of Ca-
nadians, young and old, 
will gather Sept. 16 and 
18 for the annual Terry 
Fox Run. 

“The thing I find im-
pressive is that he ac-
tually ran a marathon 
every day for 143 days,” 
said Judy Bieman who is 
organizing Elmira’s 10-
kilometre run.

With only 50 partici-
pants last year, Elmira 
raised some $8,000 for 
charity. 

“I’m hoping that this 
year will be just as good 
if not better … [and] we 
have a free barbecue, face 
painting for the kids and 

Terry’s run still going 
25 years down the road

Groups step up efforts to mark silver
anniversary of Terry Fox’s Marathon of Hope

we have a penny raffle as 
well from different busi-
nesses in this area.”

The 10 km route will run 
from the intersection of 
Arthur Street and South 
Field Drive along New Je-

rusalem Road to Sawmill 
Road and back. Bieman 
added that 1- and 2.5-kilo-
metre markers will be up 
for those who don’t want 
to or can’t travel the en-

KYLE REA

▼ See KEEPING page 16

ON THE RUN Bev Neilson of Waterloo County Antique Warehouse is 
selling off a few lost-and-found items in support of the Terry Fox Run.
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www.letscurbpesticides.ca

You Can Have a Lawn That Doesn’t
Depend on Pesticides!

Keep Your Lawn Naturally Strong
Make these practices part of your lawn care routine –
more detailed information is available at
www.letscurbpesticides.ca

In the Fall you should:
Add soil and grass seed. Top-dressing can consist of
top soil, peat moss and compost. Grass seed can be
mixed into the soil or applied after and raked in.

Fertilize. A thick lawn forces out weeds and insects.
The most important month to fertilize is November.

Dethatch your lawn. Thatch is a layer of organic matter
lying between young green turf and the soil. One half
inch or less is beneficial. If it is thicker than that, you
should dethatch it. Go to www.letscurbpesticides.ca
for more information on dethatching.

Aerate compact soil. Aerating at least once a year
helps oxygen, water and nutrients reach the roots.
If you aerate be sure to overseed. 

Take it from Turf!
You can have a thick, naturally healthy lawn that
doesn’t depend on pesticides.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two-by-two, racers 
whipped down a 
section of Nafziger 

Road in Wellesley Mon-
day afternoon (Sept. 5), 
for the first ever Board 
of Trade soapbox derby. 
The 200-metre track 
saw participants reach 
speeds between 19 and 
36 km/h, as about 400 
observers cheered them 
on.

“We had some slight 
problems, but they’re 
kinks that we’re going 
to iron out quite easily 
next year, I think. Judg-
ing by the majority of 
the people … who spoke 
with us, they thoroughly 
enjoyed it and thought it 
was a great first attempt 
in Wellesley,” comment-
ed Board of Trade repre-
sentative Terry Denner-
ley.

“The only problem we 
had, it seemed, was the 

Race day in Wellesley draws a crowd
Wheels and weight seemed to be the biggest factors for speed, says organizer
manhole cover at the bot-
tom of the hill,” he said, 
explaining the brakes 
broke off about five carts 
when they got caught 
on the manhole cover. 
In each case, the brakes 
were repaired and the 
carts were returned to 
action.

In all, there were 23 
carts entered in the chal-
lenge, many of which 
signed up with different 
drivers to challenge for 
the title in four age di-
visions. An entry from 
Schneider Law Office 
proved to be the most 
successful on the track: 
its drivers claimed three 
championship trophies 
and a second-place rib-
bon.

“There was some pretty 
fancy wheels on that car 
and that made the differ-
ence, I think,” Denner-
ley said, suggesting the 
narrower the tread the 
better.  “The amount of 
tread in contact with 

the road seemed to play 
a big part. Almost all of 
the cars had wheels that 
had bearings; the wheels 
on the fastest cars were 
well lubricated.

“I think weight had 
something to do with 
it. The older the classes 
seemed to be, the longer 
they seemed to take, to 
some extent.”

The track – lined with 
bails of hay as a safety 
precaution – ran from in 
front of St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church to outside the 
former Wellesley Mill. 
Racers started on a ramp 
perched against a flat-
bed trailer and reached 
top speed about 70 per 
cent of the way down, 
according to a Waterloo 
Regional Police officer 
armed with a radar gun.

“One of the nicest 
things about it, in many 
respects, was the crowd 
knew the people com-
ing down and they were 
cheering or booing at 

their own favourites. … 
They certainly were a 
partisan crowd,” Denne-
rley said, adding he ex-
pects there will be a lot 
of modifications made to 
some carts before next 
year’s race.

“There will be a lot of 
experimenting going on. 
I heard one gentleman 
say ‘I’m starting tomor-
row. My car’s going to be 
redesigned.’”

Participation is also 
expected to increase, he 
said, noting several peo-
ple on the sidelines have 
already expressed an in-
terest in getting behind 
the wheel.

17 veteran players – in-
cluding Richard Shantz, 
Scott Hustwitt and Blake 
Martin – are returning 
this season. 

“The whole core is com-
ing back, which is really 
good for us. I thought we 
had a decent year last 
year and we learned a lot 
in playoffs.”

Wellesley finished the 
2004-2005 regular season 
with a 17-14-6-3 record; 
good enough for 11th place 
in the league and fifth 
in the McConnell Con-
ference. Heading into 
the first playoff round 

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

AND THE WINNERS ARE …

MOST CREATIVE CAR: Gord Stevenson (Homemade)

Jacks look to make the cut
against the Port Dover 
Sailors, the Jacks battled 
back from a three-game 
deficit to take the series 
to seven games. Welles-
ley fought the Sailors to 
double-overtime in their 
final match, losing 3-2. 
Port Dover subsequently 
went on to play Hagers-
ville and were eliminat-
ed 4-1. 

To boost their chances 
of a Junior ‘D’ champion-
ship run, the Jacks held 
training camps Sept.7-8 
and will play back-to-
back exhibition games 
versus the Exeter Hawks 
tonight (Sept.10) starting 

at 7:30 in Wellesley and 
tomorrow in Hensall. 

By the time they head to 
Wingham Sept.17-18 for a 
Junior ‘C’ division tour-
nament, Seiling expects 
they’ll be down to three 
or four cuts. 

“We’re looking for 
guys that don’t give up, 
that’s the first thing 
we’re looking for – en-
thusiastic players that 
never quit,” he said. “We 
have such a big base of 
vets coming back that 
we expect a lot out of 
these guys this year. We 
definitely expect a first-
place run.”

Continued from page 14

AGES 8 TO 10:
First – Mitchel Card
     (Homemade)
Second – Taylor Blackwell
     (Schneider Law Office)
Third – Matthew Poole
     (Leis Pet Distributing)

AGES 11 TO 13:
First – Curtis Kroetsch
     (Schneider Law Office)
Second – Deena Brander 
     (Cook’s Pharmacy)
Third – Shannon Lorentz
     (Heipel’s Excavating)

AGES 14 TO 17:
First – Kyle Kroetsch
     (Schneider Law Office)
Second – Brenndon Engler 
     (Leis Pet Distributing)
Third – Denise Heipel
     (Heipel’s Excavating)

AGES 18 AND UP:
First – Anne Brennan
     (Schneider Law Office)
Second – Jonathan Sauder 
     (Leis Pet Distributing)
Third – Ryan Kneisel
     (Bio Ag)

NO GAS PEDAL HERE Competitors in Monday’s soapbox derby put 
gravity to work in search of the fastest time.

CUTTING WIND  Some racers crouched as low as possible to lessen 
the wind resistance as they rolled down the track.

A DOWNHILL BATTLE Two competitors are head-to-head as they 
come off the starting ramp and race down Nafziger Road.
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FLORALANE 
PRODUCE

FARM FRESH • SAVOUR THE FLAVOUR

FRESH DAILY

SWEET CORN

STUART HORST & FAMILY
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira     669-3167
“Conveniently located just minutes north of Elmira.”

HOURS: OPEN 9-7 MON. to SAT.

FALL MUMS & FALL
DECORATIONS ARE HERE!

SPINACH  $1.69

FRESH SQUASH

SALAD MIX

LETTUCE       $1.25

49¢/lb. FIELD

TOMATOES$2.49
/3L BASKET

#2’s ½ 
Bushel: 
$4.00

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

INVESTMENTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Earn a competitive return 
plus 1/2% in BONUS interest 
for your faith community.   

A tradition of trust.
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With Soehner donning 
the captain’s ‘C’ this sea-
son, further leadership 
will come from Travis 
Martin, Zac Bauman and 
Adam Love, who’ll serve 
as assistant captains. 

Now that all the pieces 
have fallen into place, 

pulling everything to-
gether will be the next 
step. 

“Getting off to a good 
start will be a challenge. 
It’s always key. The 
league looks like it’s go-
ing to be even stronger 
than it was last year. So 
we’re going to have to 

make sure that we build 
off of what we started 
last year,” said East. “We 
had a real good work eth-
ic with last year’s team.” 

The team’s home-open-
er is Sept. 11 versus 
the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks. Game time is 
2:30 p.m.

Continued from page 13

Kings kick off the new season

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As seasonal 
thoughts shift 
from summer 

sports to the return of 
hockey, the South Perth 
Men’s Fastpitch league 
has wrapped up its regu-
lar season, a year that saw 
both Elmira squads place 
high in the standings. 

Next weekend, the Elmi-
ra Cubs and Juniors will 
put their baseball skills 
to the test when they head 
to Mitchell for the Junior 
Men’s fastpitch tourna-
ment Sept. 16-18. 

With a 14-7 record – and 

One last swing of the bat
Local men’s fastball teams prepare for year-end tournament

one game left go against 
Shakespeare tomorrow 
(Sept. 11) – the Elmira 
Cubs stand poised to take 
second-place in their divi-
sion. 

“We’re happy with the 
results for sure. We’re 
guaranteed to be in the 
tournament and we’ll be 
one of the top-four seeded 
teams for sure,” said team 
member Mike Harnock. 

Their success this year 
should come as no sur-
prise after the Cubs 
walked over eight world-
calibre teams to win the 
International Softball 
Congress II Intermediate 
Men’s Fastpitch tourna-

ment in Wisconsin Aug. 
15-19

“We’ve already played 
some of our best ball, so 
I don’t know if we really 
have any expectations 
for the tournament,” said 
Harnock of next weekend’s 
championships. “We hope 
to do really well, but since 
the guys are so tired, we 
aren’t putting too much 
in the tournament, but we 
still want to do well.  We 
still hope to put in a good 
showing. It’s not a big deal 
if we don’t.”

The Cubs have no special 
preparations in mind be-
fore next weekend, opting 
instead for badly needed 

downtime. 
“We’re just scheduling 

that game for Sunday and 
the guys are having a bit 
of a break. We played a lot 
of ball there in August. 
A week off before the 
tournament is alright for 
them. 

“We just need a rest 
– give the pitchers arms a 
break.”

With a 13-9 record and 
26 points, the Elmira Ju-
niors wrapped up their 
season in a third-place tie 
with Elora, Harriston, St. 
Marys and Bridgeport. 
While their showing was 
good enough for a spot in 
next weekend’s champion-
ship tournament, coach 
Darren Martin said his 
squad could have finished 
stronger had injuries not 
plagued the team in Au-
gust. 

Elmira ended their sea-
son on a four-game losing 
streak, dropping their last 
match to Elora Sept. 6. 

“It’s been hard, our 
pitching hasn’t been 
there because we’ve been 
hurt, and that hurts our 
team defence because 
our pitchers get hit a bit 
harder. But hopefully we 
can get our overall team 
pitching and defence a 
little bit stronger than 
it has been the past few 
games, improve on that 
and hopefully the bats 
will follow,” Martin said.

“There are a lot of good 
teams in this men’s tour-
nament – about 10 teams 
who could win it, it just 
depends who gets hot that 
weekend. If we’re healthy 
and we put a couple of 
good games together, it’d 
be nice to win a game or 
two.” 

munity day,” village resi-
dent Tom Foster said of 
what brought him out, 
along with his son Cole, 
5. “It’s a nice place to 
spend some time, even if 
the fish aren’t biting.

“It’s been slow for me. 
There are a few people 
catching some.”

For Kitchener resident 
Ed Janssen the fish were 
proving equally uncoop-
erative.

“I got a half-ounce 
worm, does that count for 
anything?” he jested. “I 

Casting on Wellesley Pond
think the fish are prob-
ably going ‘How come 
yesterday there was no 
worms in here and today 
there’s about 1,000 things 
for us to eat?’”

New to the awards table 
this year was a trophy for 
smallest catch by a young 
angler (12 and under). 
While there were numer-
ous contenders for this 
one, 11-year-old Mark 
Klein-Horsman earned 
the inaugural honour 
with his 0.01 lb catch. 

“Every now and again 
they’d (children) come 

back with one they 
thought was smaller yet. 
It was kind of funny,” 
Cook said.

Weather, he suggested, 
played a big role in at-
tracting anglers to the 
pond. Participation fig-
ures held steady with last 
year.

“I think it was a roaring 
success. It was a beautify 
day, I think that was part 
of it,” he said, referring to 
the sunshine and moder-
ate temperature. 

“It’s nice September 
weather,” added Foster.

Continued from page 13

tire route. 
“We’re hoping to get lots 

of people out. Even if peo-
ple don’t want to run or 
walk, they can come out 
and enjoy the afternoon 
with us and see what it’s 
all about. I think it scares a 
lot of people off when they 
think they have to run for 
10 km, but you don’t have 
to run it all if you don’t 
want,” she said. “You can 
walk, rollerblade or bike 
or you can just come out 
for the afternoon and en-
joy yourself.”

The Elmira event is just 
one of hundreds of runs 
held that day across Cana-
da; two days prior on Sept. 
16, public and separate 
schools across Canada are 
planning one of the big-
gest fundraising events in 
Canadian history. 

“It’s an attempt to get all 
schools across Canada to 
recognize what Terry did 
for our country.  The plan 
is to have Canadian stu-
dents across the country 
participating on the same 
day and make it one of the 
largest events in Cana-
dian history,” said Water-
loo Region District School 
Board superintendent Bob 
Cassidy. “They’ve chosen 
the Friday to get as many 
schools and school boards 
across the country to par-
ticipate. We decided this 
was a great idea as a com-
munity supporter to teach 
our students about who 
Terry Fox really was and 
about some of the traits he 
demonstrated and as an 
opportunity to as a fund-
raiser for cancer research 
and awareness about help-
ing others.”

Last year, the WRDSB 
raised $23,000, $5,000 of 
which was raised by Con-

estogo Public School.  
Since its inception in 

1981, the Terry Fox Run 
has raised more than 
$360 million for cancer 
research. 

While most groups col-
lect pledges for the run, 
some have come up with 
unusual ways to raise 
money. At the Waterloo 
County Antique Ware-
house near St. Jacobs, 
they’re selling lost-and-
found items as part of the 
effort. 

“The general manager of 
the store [Bill Little], both 
of his parents were affect-
ed by cancer and Terry 
Fox was always kind of an 
idol of his. From time to 
time we would get articles 
found in the store and we 
never really knew what 
to do with them, so Bill 
thought it would be a good 
idea to turn those items 
into cash and give them 
to a charity. And of course 
Terry Fox was the charity 
that we chose,” said Bev 
Neilson, manager of the 
St. Jacobs store. 

Inside, they’ve set up 
a display complete with 
items for sale and a pair 
of commemorative Terry 
Fox shoes stored in a glass 
case; similar displays ex-
ist at stores in Stratford 
and Elora. 

This isn’t the first time 
they’ve tried this, ex-
plained Neilson. Last year, 
they brought in $300, a to-
tal they have already ex-
ceeded this time around. 

“I don’t know what our 
final figure will be. … 
We’re just anxious to 
make as much money as 
we possibly can. We don’t 
really have a goal in sight 
since this is the first year 
we’ve done it at all three 
stores.” 

Continued from page 14

Keeping it going
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

G R A Y R A E I D S A R M S
O U T C L A S S S I C L U A U

E O L I T H S O N O S N U B
U N E T T Y A B A T T O I R
P E E P E R A R C H N E E

T R A C T O R H E S T E R
E L I P R A Y W E A O N E
L E O N A I T S G A D
M I N I C A B T E G G H E A D

M E W E S T O U T G O
A R A B A N R O U T C A T
L A W Y E R T S H I R T S
E L K E E R Y E R E C T S

S W A N N E R Y A F I R E O
E T A L E V A E X O T I C A
M O R T S U N A L I E N I S M
U N D O S E T T E L E L S E
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Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Benefits Available.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees.  
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
305 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Full Time Midnights
Full Time Days
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HELP WANTED

Deli Clerk. Brady’s Meat & 
Deli, 465 Phillip St., Water-
loo, ON, N2L 6C7. Salary up 
to $10 per hour. Permanent 
part-time days, Tuesday 
through Friday. Looking for 
a  Deli Clerk in a fast paced 
environment. Will need to be 
able to service customers, 
work cash register and slic-
ers.  Please apply in person, 
email:bradys@bellnet.ca or 
by phone (519)884-1460. 
Contact Monica Brady.

Live In Nanny required for 
6 & 2 year old sisters. Hours 
are rotating due to shif t 
work. Resume and referenc-
es required. To discuss posi-
tion email: pw6744@gmail.
com or 884-0934. Star t 
Jan. ‘06.

Find the help you need with 
an ad in Observer Classi-
fieds. Call 669-5790 to place 
your ad today in the area’s 
best read weekly!

Wait Staff Needed for full-
time and part-time posi-
tions immediately at busy 
restaurant. Apply in person 
to Elmira Sip N Bite Restau-
rant, 39 Arthur St.

WORK WANTED

Are You Looking For A 
Handyman to do small jobs 
around the home, yard main-
tenance, and /or building 
maintenance? Reasonable 
rates. If interested please 
call 669-8802.

Work Wanted - Welding or 
piece work to be done in my 
own shop. 669-1752.

TECH SUPPORT

Computer Crashes and 
Slow Speed Frustrating 
you? Virus /Spyware re-
moval, repairs, upgrades, 
DSL, cable, wireless net-
working, installs & tutor-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Friendly service. Business 
or residential. Call Warren 
at 519-591-0900 or email 
fixmypc@pchandyman.ca

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Guitar & Bass Lessons. 
Registering now! Begin-
ner to advanced, all style, 
all ages. Note reading, ear 
training, Tablature. Call 
Mike’s Music at 669-5885.

Guitar Lessons. Down-
town Elmira. Group, family, 
private lessons available. 
Experienced instructor. Rea-
sonable rates. 503-7249.

Math Tutoring available. 
Grades 9-12, including Cal-
culus & Geometry & Dis-
crete Math. Call 669-1050.

Tutoring: For expert help 
with Math, Physics, Chemis-
try and /or English, call Perry 
Domzella at 669-4925 or 
email pdomzella@look.ca

FOR SALE

1997 Dutchman Ar tis-
to House Trailer. Tandem 
axle. Excellent condition. 
669-2289.

Wood Dining Table, 6 
chairs, 63” x 42” and ex-
tension leaf, $950. Elmira 
Wood burning stove $250. 
Call 669-4318.

FOR SALE

Antique Dining Set. Table 
36”x48”, fold under leaf, 
1 armchair, 5 sidechairs. 
Soft green colour, excellent 
condition. $300. (519)656-
3464.

Closing Sale. Everything 
is marked down. 2000 sq 
ft of antiques, collectibles 
and quality used goods. 
Dis N Dat Treasures, 15 
Dunke St., N., Elmira. 669-
5005. Hours: Thurs., Fri., 
Sat., 10-5.

Mirrored Glass coffee 
table and matching 5 tier 
stand $150 ea. ; dehu-
midifier $150; Sklar Pep-
pler sofa $550; Roxton 
gl ider and stool $450. 
669-1119.

Model 550 load equal-
izer trailer hitch. Includes 
receiver, leveling bars and 
trailer attachment. Nev-
er used. Fits 2”x2” hitch. 
$350. Call 669-3476 or 
591-3476.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

Steel For Sale. Various 
sizes and shapes, pre-
strapped bundles below 
cost. Selling by bundle only. 
Average weight 500 - 700lb 
bundles. Call (905)873-
8692, Georgetown.

FOR SALE

Welcome To Frocks & Fab-
rics annual fall sale. A large 
variety of 100% polyester, 
Tropical Breeze and poly-
cotton fabrics selling at re-
duced prices. Sept. 20 - 30. 
(519)846-9250.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Barrels, 45 gallons, white 
plastic for docks or rain bar-
rels. $9 each. 669-5789.

Bedframe, Headboard and 
nightstand, frame and head-
board adjustable double to 
queen. $50. Call 669-2557.

Free Under $50 Ads in Ob-
server Classifieds!

Free Barn Cats and kittens. 
669-2328.

Fridge - approx. 18 cu. ft. 
$49. 669-8987.

Little Tykes Toddler bed. 
Blue and white. $20. 669-
2328.

White Wicker Bassinet 
with eyelet covers. $50. 
669-2328.

BUSINESS     
OPPORTUNITIES
Cultured Marble/Granite/
Onyx. Established busi-
ness servicing new home 
and renovation sector, only 
custom shop in Waterloo re-
gion, extensive inventory of 
well maintained equipment, 
customer list and suppliers 
as well as training available. 
Original owner retiring. Peak 
Realty Ltd. Bob Ernewein 
744-7133.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and no 
till seeding. Call 580-5131.

PETS

Back To School. Mega 
Mutts Dog Obedience & 
Agility lessons. 6 week ses-
sions begin Sept. 12, 13,14. 
$100. Pre-register call Holly 
Teahen 669-8167. www.me-
gamutts.com

WANTED

Investors Required for new 
business. Unique patented 
products are guaranteed to 
succeed. Make a nice return 
on your investment. Will be 
paid back quickly. 571-0756 
LVEMSG.

AUTOMOTIVE

1997 Chrysler Sebring 
L X I ,  2  d r  c p e . ,  o n l y 
115,000, 1 previous own-
er. 6 cyl., auto, air, leather, 
sun roof. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS
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PROFESSIONALPAGES

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIRWOODWORKING

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519 669-0111
FAX: 519 669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• CUSTOM CHAIR 

FRAMES

PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS • PHOTO REPRINTS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50 • 8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT
LASTS 
LONGER!
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SCRAPBOOKING

AUTOMOTIVE

1999 GMC Jimmy - fully 
loaded, certified & e-test-
ed. Includes a set of new 
Blizzak snow tires. $5295. 
669-7633.

2002 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring 4 dr sedan, only 
82,000 kms, 1 previous 
owner. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2002 Jeep Liberty Ren-
egade 4X4. Only 41,000 
kms, 6 cyl., auto, air, light 
bar, roof rack, side steps, 
1 previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Dodge Caravan, only 
43,000 kms, quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2004 Chrysler Sebring Tour-
ing. 4 dr. sedan, black, sun-
roof, Only 200 kms, demo. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 P.T. Cruiser Touring. 
Auto, air, finished in light 
almond, only 33,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

RENTALS

Apar tment For Rent : 
Large, recently renovated, 
one bedroom basement 
apartment, in a home, close 
to downtown in Elmira. Sep-
arate entrance, appliances 
included. $650/month, heat, 
hydro, water and cable in-
cluded. No smoking, no 
pets. References requested 
please. Call 669-8959, or 
leave a message.

Elmira Apt. available Nov. 
1. Quiet, recently renovated 
2 bedroom. $800 all- in-
clusive. Call 465-0677 or 
669-4987.

Find a new place to hang 
your ad in the RENTALS 
section of your Observer’s 
Classifieds.

Warehousing Space for 
rent in Elmira at Walco 
Equipment, 20 Arthur St. 
North. Blocks of approx. 500 
sq. ft. with dock and forklift 
service available. Call 669-
4025, ask for Jim.

REAL ESTATE

Elmira - Beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2-storey in quiet 
neighbourhood. Less than 
3 years old. Open concept 
living-room and kitchen with 
hardwood floors and oak 
cabinets. Spacious entry 
with ceramic tile and 1/2 
bath. Large master bed-
room with is and her clos-
ets. Cheater suite with large 
whirlpool and walk-in show-
er. Extra large fenced in 
back yard with sturdy wood-
en playground. Owner must 
sell - moving out of Province. 
Call 669-2247.

COMING EVENTS

Trakehner Horse Presen-
tation. Sept. 10, 2005 - 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Come and 
see the f inest Dressage 
and Jumping Prospects. 
All visitors welcome, rain 
or shine! Troika Trakehner 
Stud Farm, 2137 Shantz 
Station Rd., Breslau, On. 
(519)648-9475.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. Sept. 
10, starts 8 a.m. 1 Chick-
adee Crt., Elmira. Many 
household ef fects, twin 
beds, fax machine etc.

Garage Sale - Saturday 
Sept. 10, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Rain or shine. Books, music, 
household items. 141 Water 
St. St. Jacobs.

Time’s running out - don’t 
miss our, advertise your ga-
rage sale TODAY!

Garage Sale: Sat. Sept. 10, 
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 1842 Sawmill 
Rd., Conestogo. Rain or 
shine. Household items, wa-
ter beds and much more!

GARAGE SALES

The St. Clements 1st An-
nual Community Wide “Ga-
rage Sale and Sports Swap”. 
September 17, 2005. Ga-
rage Sale: 7 a.m till 3 p.m at 
homes and designated area. 
Follow signs. Sports Swap 
10 a.m. till 3 p.m. in the Com-
munity Centre. Sportco will 
be at this event. Enjoy food, 
beverage. Come for bar-
gains, fun, But Be There. For 
more details call Herb Neher 
699-4618.

Yard Sale - We are chang-
ing our house decor. Sept. 
10, 8:00 a.m. - 12 noon. 55 
Mockingbird Dr. Elmira. 

FRESH CONTENT... 
UPDATED WEEKLY!
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

Visit us for all the week’s top
stories, back issue archives and

SO MUCH MORE!

RUNNING 
FOR CAMP
 
B E N E F I T T I N G 
LOCAL CHILDREN  
U n d e r p r i v i l e g e d 
children across the 
region will have some 
assistance in paying 
for summer camp 
programs, courtesy 
of a fundraising run 
hosted by the K-W 
YMCA last Saturday 
(Sept. 3). The event 
– held at the YMCA 
Outdoor Centre on 
Hessen Strasse, near 
Paradise Lake – raised 
more than $1,000. 
Jason Erb of Baden 
(at left), took part 
in the five-kilometre 
run; participants could 
also run 10- and 20-
kilometre routes.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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ACROSS 
1. Someone who delivers 
goods to another under a 
contract of  bailment
7. The other person on a 
motorcycle
12. That time
16. To refuse to notice
17. The act of  employ-
ment
18. International Labour 
Organization
19. Similar to frogs
20. Doing poorly
23. Bulgarian monetary 
unit
24. Wicked
26. Adams, famous com-
ic book artist
27. Animal related to 
camel, smaller, no hump
29. Ugly evil-looking 
woman
30. A newt in its terres-
trial stage of  develop-
ment
32. Between start and 
finish
34. Lofty nest of  a bird 
of  prey
35. The act of  sustaining
38. A textile machine for 
weaving yarn
40. Play for pay
41. A mournful poem
43. Prepares to begin 
again
47. Words not considered 
appropriate for formal 
occasions
49. Canadian hockey 
player born 1948
50. Kind of  rice made by 
this uncle
51. Small cut
52. Type of  soft drink __
_-Frutti
53. Polish militant jesuit 

preacher,  Skarga ___
55. Seeds of  this tree are 
root of  chocolate
57. Take in solid food
58. Used to indicate 
maiden name
60. What or which per-
son?
61. Style of  abstract art - 
exploitation of  optical ef-
fects (2wrds)
62. A shop selling wine/
groceries
64. State of  partial dark-
ness
66. A luxurious resort 
with bathing facility
67. Even though... (con-
junction)
69. An edict of  the Rus-
sian tsar
71. Green Teletubby
74. Live day to day in 
hardship: __ out
76. Ingredient in soap
77. National American 
newspaper ___ Today
80. Introduction or pref-
ace to a work of  litera-
ture
81. A friendly nation
83. The woody part of  
plants
85. The common people 
or “___ polloi”
86. Permeate
90. Overhanging edge 
of  roof
91. Opposite of  outs
92. To better than
93. Footwear, usually 
with wooden soles
95. Strong solutions of  
sodium or potassium hy-
droxide
96. City in western Ger-
many
97. Flexible twig of  a wil-

low tree

DOWN 
1. Complain
2. Marketplace of  an-
cient Greece
3. Commence officially
4. A deposit of  valuable 
ore occurring within def-
inite space, separated 
from surrounding rocks
5. Hospital room where 
surgery performed
6. Johnny ___, a nick-
name for Confederate sol-
diers
7. Impolite
8. Muslims collectively 
and their civilization
9. Blooms for one day 
only
10. Your consciousness 
of  your own identity
11. The chief  offical in a 
sports match
13. Relating to a hilum
14. Fragrant resin used 
as incense
15. A star that ejects 
some of  its material as 
a cloud
21. Graceful Old World 
long-legged, horned an-
imal: includes gazelles, 
impalas
22. Spanish dance
25. Basic unit of  Alba-
nian money
28. Not more than
31. Charge for doing 
something
33. Bride and groom say 
“I __”
36. South African riv-
er ferry
37. A beautiful and 
graceful girl
39. A metal-bearing min-

eral
40. Brother of  Zeus, god 
of  the underworld
42. Snarl
44. Put in a short of  con-
cise form
45. A jewelled headdress
46. Dog colouration
47. Knife someone
48. A freely moving joint 
with extensively articu-
lated bones
50. A borough of  New 
York City
54. Second personal pro-
noun, in the singular (ar-
chaic)
56. Vaulted ceiling above 
altar
59. Consume
63. No hardship, effort or 
difficulty
64. Small racing cars
65. Month following 
April
68. 5th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet
70. Intercourse
71. A British doctorate
72. Incongruity between 
the exoected and the ac-
tual occurance
73. A state of  being bal-
anced in a stable equi-
librium
75. Evade
78. Detach
79. Prayer ends
82. King of  the animals
84. Abominable snow-
man
87. Bartender in The 
Simpsons
88. Public transport
89. General post office 
(accro)
94. A conjunction word 
can be “because”

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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CARPET CARE
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PROFESSIONALPAGES
Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

PLASTICS

TINY’S
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                             If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
August 31

12:44 PM Two vehicles collided 
in downtown Elmira as the drivers 
attempted to park in the same spot 
– one was reversing while the other 
pulled straight in. The incident oc-
curred earlier in the day. There were 
no injuries; damage was reported 
as minor. No charges were laid.
3:57 PM A Cambridge man was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ after 

police responded to a two-vehicle 
collision at the intersection of Saw-
mill Road and Arthur Street. The 
vehicles were northbound when a 
St. Agatha woman slowed for traf-
fic and was struck from behind. 
Both vehicles were towed from the 
scene with significant damage. The 
St. Agatha woman reported minor 
injuries but didn’t require hospital-
ization.

September 2
2:05 PM An Elora woman was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision on 
Northfield Drive. A vehicle slowed 
to turn left into a driveway when it 
was struck from behind. The driver 
of the lead vehicle reported minor 
injuries but didn’t require hospital-
ization. Damage to both vehicles 
was extensive.

September 3
12:21 AM A routine traffic stop 

on Queensway Drive in St. Jacobs 
ended with a pair of alcohol-relat-
ed charges. A village resident was 
charged with ‘impaired driving’ and 
‘over 80.’
3:52 AM A large log and chain-

saw were discovered in the middle 
of Earl Martin Drive in Elmira. Po-
lice believe the items fell unnoticed 

from the back of a truck. The log 
was moved to the side of the road 
and the Stihl-brand chainsaw is be-
ing held at the Elmira police station 
pending owner identification.
8:44 AM Police charged a Water-

loo woman with ‘careless driving’ 
following a two-vehicle collision 
on Arthur Street North, near Flo-
rapine Road. A vehicle was struck 
from behind after it slowed to turn 

right into a private driveway. Both 
vehicles sustained heavy damage 
and were towed from the scene. No 
injuries were reported.

September 4
1:35 AM A security alarm at-

tracted police to the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market on Weber Street. 
Upon arrival, the officer discovered 
a picnic table pushed up against a 

▼ See MORE page 21
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rear wall, allowing access to a win-
dow on the northwest side. Several 
vendor booths were entered, but at 
the time of the report it’s unknown 
what, if anything, was stolen. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.
10:14 AM A William Street, Elmira 

resident reported their bicycle sto-
len. The orange, Hot Foot brand 
mountain bike was taken from out-
side the residence in the previous 48 
hours. There are no suspects.
11:29 AM Sometime overnight, a 

vehicle left the road and damaged 
several items on Ament Line before 
fleeing the scene. A regional road 
sign was knocked down, a mailbox 
was damaged and a residential lawn 
was torn up. There are no suspects.

September 5
2:52 AM A party in St. Jacobs 

turned sour, after the homeowner 
discovered a quantity of cash and 
a laptop computer stolen. The items 

Continued from page 20 were noticed missing from a Park 
Haven Drive residence after the 
party ended. Police continue to in-
vestigate.
10:47 AM A transport truck struck 

and killed a deer on Line 86, near 
Lichty Road. The truck, driven by an 
Elmira man, was westbound when 
the animal ran into its path. No 
harm came to the driver; damage 
was reported as moderate.
12:02 PM Vandals attracted po-

lice to Elmira District Secondary 
School. A vice principal contact the 
authorities after foul language and 
a swastika were discovered painted 
on the parking lot pavement near 
spaces reserved for school staff. 
The Waterloo Regional Police iden-
tification unit was called in to pho-
tograph the material, which was 
promptly removed by school staff. 
There are no suspects.

September 6 
8:37 AM This time an act of 

vandalism took police to a house 

under construction on Elmira’s 
Anna Street. Sometime overnight, 
unknown culprits threw clumps of 
mud at windows, breaking three in 
the process. Damage is estimated at 
$1,400. There are no suspects.
12:02 PM A spooked horse backed 

up, driving a buggy into a parked 
car in a private parking lot on Elmi-
ra’s Church Street. No injuries were 
reported; damage was minor. There 
were no charges.
2:25 PM A piece of farm machin-

ery towed by a pickup truck fell and 
damaged a vehicle parked on Elmi-
ra’s Oriole Parkway. The truck was 
eastbound when part of the equip-
ment became unhooked and fell. 
There were no injuries. The parked 
car sustained significant damage. 
No charges were laid.
5:40 PM Police pulled 30 mari-

juana plants from a cornfield on 
Hawkesville Road, west of St. Ja-
cobs. The prohibited vegetation was 
taken for destruction. There are no 
suspects. KYLE REA

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD
SOUTH PERTH 
MEN’S FASTBALL
JUNIOR
AUG. 31
• Linwood Chiefs 1
   Moorefield 4

SEPT. 1
• Elmira Juniors 5
   Monkton 6

KITCHENER
FASTBALL

AUG. 30
• Breslau Majors 7
   Breslau Badgers 6

• Breslau Midgets 9
   Selects 4

COMPILED
BY RICHARD

VIVIAN
669-5790 X102

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A midweek celebra-
tion will take over 
Wellesley Village 

this week, as the com-
munity hosts the 152nd 
annual Wellesley – North 
Easthope Agricultural 
Fall Fair Tuesday and 
Wednesday (Sept. 13 and 
14). 

“We’re still looking 
pretty good for that age, 
aren’t we?” laughed 
event secretary Mary 
Lichty. “If  we lined 12 
people up and asked 
them [about their favou-
rite fair activity], we’d 
probably have 12 dif-
ferent answers. Some 
people love to come see 
all the exhibits … then 
you have others who like 
to come check out the 
quilts or the horseshow. 

“And I’m sure if  we 
asked some of  the kids, 
they’d say the rides are 
pretty exciting, too.”

The seasonal festivities 
get underway Tuesday 
evening at the Wellesley 
Arena with a demon-
stration from under-18 
Canadian step-dancing 
champion Maigan Hom-
inck at 7 p.m. And after 
a few words from local 
dignitaries, the competi-
tions begin.

First to claim the stage 
are the Wellesley Idol 
semi-finalists; eight per-
formers are competing 
for three spots in the 
finals at the Apple, But-

Fair play comes 
to Wellesley

Village prepares for
two-day fall fair festivities

ter and Cheese Festival 
Sept. 24. This is the first 
time for Wellesley Idol 
at the fair, or anywhere 
else for that matter.

Immediately following 
the vocalists, six com-
petitors will vie for the 
sash and tiara that goes 
with being the 2005 fair 
ambassador.

“It’s going to be really 
quite exciting with the 
two. It’s going to be a big 
evening. It’ll be wonder-
ful to see the youth of  the 
community [on stage],” 
Lichty said.

Despite the excite-
ment Tuesday, the fair 
doesn’t start rolling at 
full steam until the fol-
lowing morning. A fun 
baby competition kicks 
off  the day, but it’s the 
parade from Wellesley 
Public School to the fair-
grounds that draws the 
largest crowd.

Students get out of  
school early that day, so 
they can take part in the 
parade before setting 
their sights on midway 
rides, games, exhibits 
and various shows at the 
Wellesley Arena. Ele-
mentary school students 
are admitted without 
charge, adults, however, 
face a $5 fee.

But that fee is waived 
in the evening, when 
patrons return to the 
fairgrounds for a tug-
of-war challenge and a 
fireworks display that 
brings the festivities to 
an end.

HIT FROM 
BEHIND

MINOR INJURIES 
An Elmira woman was 
charged with ‘careless 
driving’ following this 
two-vehicle collision 
on Listowel Road, near 
Three Bridges Road, 
Tuesday afternoon 
(Sept. 6). The incident, 
which was reported at 
2:11 p.m., resulted in 
minor injuries.
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Just for fun today in Heidelberg Taking flight in a small way A run for the money

Off to kiss the 
Blarney stone

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Turn on the evening 
news and it’s every-
where: the disaster 
wrought by Hurri-

cane Katrina, which ripped 
the U.S. Gulf Coast Aug. 29, 
leaving a swath of destruc-
tion in its wake. 

While the death toll contin-
ues to spiral upward – with 
some estimates of 10,000 – a 
massive clean-up effort has 
already begun to return 
hard-hit New Orleans to its 

Local efforts reach out to Katrina’s victims
MCC, Catholic schools launch fundraising campaigns

former splendour. 
Locally, the Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee and the Wa-
terloo District Catholic School 
Board are contributing to that 
effort with fundraising drives 
which kicked off this week. 

“[We’re] responding to Hur-
ricane Katrina by accepting 
donations and working in 
partnership with Mennonite 
Disaster Service,” said MCC 
spokesperson Anne Brubach-
er. “We don’t know what kind 
of response there’s going to be. 
That will come later on when 
some of the focused rebuilding 

and restoring projects are de-
termined.

“That’s still down the road. 
During the disaster response, 
cash will be shared with MDS 
and churches in the affected 
areas.”

Last weekend, Brubacher 
said the MCC – a North Amer-
ica-wide organization – sent 
truckloads of canned turkey, 
blankets and relief kits to Mo-
bile, Alabama for relief efforts 
there. 

At this point, the MCC is look-
ing mainly for cash; as relief 
efforts progress however, this 

might change. 
“I think people see needs and 

they want to respond. I think 
they see the need and want to 
help. People are generous. This 
is an effort that’s going to be 
large-scale.”

For its part, the WCDSB 
quickly got letters prepared for 
the first day of school, calling 
on parents and students to sup-
port hurricane victims.

“All you have to do is look at 
the TV pictures and you real-
ize there are people who have 
literally been wiped out and 
have little means to generate 

everything. That’s when the 
world comes together. We’ve 
done it for all sorts of reasons 
as a Catholic school system 
before. That’s just one of the 
things we do when bad things 
happen,” said spokesperson 
John Shewchuk. 

“They [individual schools] 
haven’t set their plans for 
the school year … there’ll 
be ‘bring a toonie to school 
day’ like we did when the tsu-
nami hit. We’ll do a number 
of things fundraising-wise 
to try to generate money,” he 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Turning the big 5-0 usually means a big 
party and an assortment of gag gifts. 
But for their 50th birthdays, which they 
both celebrate this year, Tim and Wendy 

Thaler of Heidelberg want none of that. Instead, 
they’re looking for $50,000 to go toward Parkin-
son’s disease research. 

Rather than dropping thousands of dollars on 
their doorstep, they’re asking people to send in 
pledges as part of the Kitchener-Waterloo Super 
Walk for Parkinson’s disease in Victoria Park 
Sept. 24. 

The issue hits close to home for the Thalers: Tim 
was diagnosed with the disease in 2002. As part of 
a team named in his honour – called Tim’s Leaky 
Patrol – the local couple will lace up their shoes 
with more than 70 teammates for a one-kilometre 
walk around Victoria Park. 

“It’s a short walk. Some people like to go on 
these walks because they like to run 10 km. This 
one is just around the lake in Victoria Park. The 
complete walk takes 20 minutes,” said Tim. 

“They do this event so Parkinson’s people can 
take part. It’s not a workout, it’s a family event 
for raising money,” added Wendy, noting after the 
walk a barbecue with family activities and prizes 
will be featured. 

While the local walk is fairly small – 275 people 
came out in 2004 – both Tim and Wendy have big 
hopes for this year’s event. 

“We’re both turning 50 this year, so that’s why 
we decided to raise $50,000. We’re not going to try 
to raise that much next year, but this time is spe-
cial,” said Wendy, noting the previous outing saw 
them collect $20,000. 

Acting as both a fundraising walk and public 
awareness event for Parkinson’s disease, similar 
walks are held across the country; in 2004, there 
were 74 events organized, raising $1.64 million 
for research. 

The couple got involved back in January 2002 
when Tim was diagnosed with the disease, pro-
gressive neurodegenerative disease that involves 

▼ See IRELAND page 25

It’s not the 
distance, it’s 

the finish line
Heidelberg couple in high gear 

for Parkinson’s disease fundraiser

▼ See COUPLE page 24

▼ See FUNDRAISING page 25

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’ll be a month of new expe-
riences for a group of area 
residents. Five adults with 
developmental disabilities left 

for Ireland Friday (Sept. 9), where 
they’ll be immersed in a different 
culture during the second Irish/
Canadian Exchange.

Organized by a group of volun-
teers, the adventure is designed to 
introduce participants to another 
country and expand on their exist-
ing work skills. Staying with host 
families, the travellers will spend 
their time touring the sites, doing 
group activities and working at 
various job placements.

“A lot of them have never been 

Local group heads out on second annual Irish/Canadian Exchange

away from home, and if they’ve 
traveled anywhere it’s always with 
family. This is a chance for them to 
really build some confidence and 
gain independence they need to be 
successful in further employment 
opportunities,” commented Laurie 
Thomson, one of the organizers. 

“We saw that when the group came 
back [last year], and their parents 
saw that too, that they had grown 
and developed and matured,” added 
Carole Van Der Voort, another or-
ganizer.

“People with developmental chal-
lenges never get the opportunity to 
do something like that in another 
country, whereas our high school, 
college and university students are 
going on exchanges all the time.”

Volunteers in Ireland were re-

sponsible for arranging host 
families and organizing job place-
ments. Participant profiles were 
filled out early in the process so 
the best possible matches could be 
found. 

A group of disadvantaged Irish 
youth will arrive in the area later 
this month to complete the ex-
change.

This is the second year such an 
exchange has occurred. In 2004, 
four from Elmira and a Cambridge 
resident made the trip. This time 
around the breakdown is some-
what different; two from Elmira, 
one from Drayton, one from Cam-
bridge and one from Kitchener.

Each was approached about join-
ing the exchange through the or-

RICHARD VIVIAN

Residents of Heidelberg – and any nearby families – are invited out to-
day for the 11th annual Family Fun Day at Heidelberg Community Park. 
Featuring tons of family-themed activities, events kick off with games at 
2 p.m. Funds raised will go toward community activities. 

Offering up a taste of late summer, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church on Mill Street in Elmira hosts its annual corn roast and barbecue 
tomorrow at noon. Free-will offerings will be accepted. For more info, 
call 669-2593.

Big-time small-scale fun  will be featured at the Waterloo Rod and Gun 
Club Sept. 10-11 as the K-W Flying Dutchmen present their 36th scale air-
show. Featuring more than 300 aircraft events kick off both days at 9 a.m. 
Cost is $5 per adult, $1 child under 12. For more info: 742-7141. 

ACROSS THE OCEAN A group of five exchange participants and organizers are spending a month in Ireland, staying with host families and 
working at job placements. Front row (from left): Tyler Collins and Randy Brodhagen. Back row: Laurie Thomson, Carole Van Der Voort, Ryan 
Martin, Cheryl McTaggart and Andrew Martin. Absent: Joyce Weber.
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Farmers fire-up urban 
awareness campaign

Amid growing discontent, watch for black-and-yellow 
Farmers Feed Cities messaging everywhere
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You’re going to hear 
a lot over the next 
little while about 

Ontario’s Farmers Feed 
Cities campaign, the 
agri-food public aware-
ness campaign designed 
to remind urban people 
where their next meal’s 
coming from. The cam-
paign was discussed in 
this column a few months 
ago when it was still in 
its infancy, but now, as 
harvest approaches, the 
Guelph-based organizers 
– a coalition of grain and 
oilseed producers – are 
turning up the jets.

Autumn, with all the 
promotion associated 
with Thanksgiving and 
agri-food week, is the 
ideal time to garner sup-
port for those who pro-
duce food. So beginning 
at next week’s Outdoor 
Farm Show in Wood-
stock, campaign organiz-
ers will be in high gear 
with their funky black-
and-yellow Farmers Feed 
Cities T-shirts, postcards 
and other promotional 
paraphernalia, gather-
ing support for what’s 
expected to be a plea later 
this fall to Queen’s Park 
to support farmers who 
are going broke.

Although the border 
has finally been opened 
to Canadian beef exports 
to the U.S., there’s still 
major pain on the farm 
from chronically low 
grain prices. Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation 
may lead to higher grain 
prices in North America 
(owing to less competi-
tion from U.S. farmers 
and stymied American 
grain transportation sys-
tems through the south-
ern U.S.), there’s still a 

long way to go before Ca-
nadian farmers find eco-
nomic stability.

Over the summer, 
pockets of discontent 
have been popping up 
throughout the province, 
fashioned after eastern 
Ontario’s radical Lanark 
Landowners Association. 
Some farmers even in the 
traditionally more well-
off parts of the province, 
particularly in the south-
west and central Ontario, 
are getting impatient 
with what they see as 
government inaction and 
disinterest toward them. 

This is fuelled in part by 
the province’s lukewarm 
response in the late spring 
to a grassroots, farmer-
hatched insurance plan 
that producers said would 
stave off the severe in-
come dips they’ve been 
facing. Farmers were 
willing to contribute to it 
and wanted the province 
to do the same, but there’s 
been no action yet.      

However, the province 
hasn’t been idle, par-
ticularly in areas where 
farmers and urban 
Ontario interface. On 
Wednesday, the minis-
ter of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs, Leona 
Dombrowsky, helped the 
Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA) Agricultural Plan, 
after four years of devel-
opment. Farming isn’t the 
first thing people think of 
when they hear the GTA 
acronym, but it’s actually 
a major agricultural re-
gion – the GTA has 3,800 
farms and 300,000 acres 

under cultivation, ac-
counting for $1.3 billion 
in yearly sales from agri-
culture, and 35,000 jobs. 

The Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture applauded 
the plan, which covers 
everything from keeping 
roads safe for slow-mov-
ing farm equipment to 
implementing measures 
to maintain an adequate 
and safe source of drink-
ing water. 

The OFA says keeping 
farmers on their land in 
the GTA and all other 
areas of the province un-
der pressure from urban 
expansion (such as the 
Kitchener-Waterloo and 
Guelph areas) will re-
quire a concerted effort 
by farmers, by their orga-
nizations, their munici-
pal leaders and by senior 
governments. And in case 
anyone has forgotten, the 
OFA is clear about what 
it’s going to take for such 
plans to succeed: money. 

“A key to the success of 
much of this will centre 
on agriculture’s ability 
to succeed economically,” 
it says. That’s consistent 
with the ongoing message 
from the farm community, 
that there’s only one issue 
in agriculture right now, 
and that’s price. If farmers 
can’t make a living from 
what they grow, there’s no 
need to talk about green 
zones, the environment, 
health-enhancing foods, 
or anything related to ag-
riculture, because there 
won’t be enough farmers 
to matter. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A group of Wellesley 
Village residents 
wants council to 

axe plans to remove an old 
tree at the corner of Moles-
worth and Henry streets. 
The large maple could be 
cut down to make way for 
a road widening associ-
ated with a proposed 155-
unit subdivision.

“It’s a fully mature, 
beautiful tree that’s 
been there since about 
1940,” Kristy Forsythe 
said Sept. 6 in asking for 
council’s assistance. The 
tree in question sits par-
tially on her property at 
1107 Henry St., but rests 

Wellesley woman wants tree 
saved from road widening

Maple tree may be cut down to make way 
for traffic from proposed subdivision

largely on the township’s 
road allowance.

The tree’s fate, however, 
remains up in the air, 
pointed out public works 
director Will McLaugh-
lin. Depending how wide 
the road becomes when 
reconstructed, the tree 
could be spared.

Currently, the road 
is 4.7 metres wide, far 
less than the 8.5 metres 
McLaughlin would pre-
fer. Discussions with en-
gineers about road width 
are continuing, with a re-
port to council expected 
later this month.

However, if the road 
is widened to 8.5 me-
tres, that would take the 
street edge to within 31 

centimetres of the tree, 
McLaughlin said, adding 
its chances of survival 
would be limited.

“The phasing of the devel-
opment is as such that the 
improvements to Moles-
worth Street really won’t 
take place for three or 
four years, depending on 
market conditions. That 
much being said, we’re 
still pushing ahead,” he 
told council, explaining 
he expects about a third 
of residents in the subdivi-
sion will use Molesworth 
Street regularly.

“The road width is our 
major concern from a 
township perspective. 
There will be quite a 

▼ See SAVE page 25
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the loss of cells in part of 
the brain.

“I’m a plumber by trade. 
It affected my fine motor 
skills and I wasn’t able to 
do certain tasks. Then I 
got checked out,” he said. 

A genetic disorder, Par-
kinson’s manifests itself 
due to a lack of dopamine 
– a chemical connected 
with muscle and motor 
functions – in the brain; 
more than 100,000 Cana-
dians live with Parkin-
son’s disease.

“I’ve got the beginning 
stages – it’s progressive 
and you’re on a scale that 
sort of goes downhill. 
It can be treated with 
drugs. Every day is some-
thing new, that you have 
to deal with it or cope 

with.”
Despite using medica-

tion which makes the 
symptoms of the disease 
– slow movement and 
trouble with fine mo-
tor skills, among others 
– easier to bear, the dis-
ease is degenerative and 
incurable. 

Besides affecting his 
health, Parkinson’s 
prompted Tim to retire 
early; in June 2005, he 
sold his long-time busi-
ness, T. Thaler Plumbing 
and Heating. 

With impacts on his 
health and lifestyle, 
Parkinson’s isn’t easy 
for Tim or Wendy to 
deal with. Fortunately, 
they’ve found support 
through the Super Walk 
and Parkinson’s Support 

groups in London and 
even their own service 
which they helped estab-
lish in Kitchener. With 
more than 15 members, 
the support group was 
created so local residents 
didn’t have to travel long 
distances for support. 

“That’s how I coped, by 
volunteering,” said Wen-
dy. 

While Tim knows the 
disease will get progres-
sively worse, he’s keeping 
a positive attitude. 

“It’s not progressing that 
quickly for me. I see oth-
er people in our support 
group and everybody is 
at different stages, some 
people have trouble even 
walking… I guess some 
day I’ll get that way, but 
I stay active with exer-

Couple looking to raise $50k for Parkinson’s
cise and whatnot and try 
to [put it off],” he said. 
“I think it’s a mental 
thing too. If you feel good 
about it, you have to stay 
positive about the whole 
thing.”

Like all sufferers, Tim 
hopes for a cure which he 
believes is on the verge of 
being discovered. 

“Whenever you hear re-
search done on brain in-
juries or breakthroughs, 
they always mention 
Parkinson’s upfront be-
cause they feel it’s one of 
the easier diseases to find 
a cure for … they’re very 
close to finding a cure for 
it.”

For more info or to 
pledge Tim’s Leaky Pa-
trol, visit: www.super-
walk.com

Continued from page 22

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Keeping horses and 
cats from harm 
has been a long-

time passion for Elmira’s 
Elze Bredenkamp. As 
such, she’s using the sec-
ond anniversary of her 
winemaking business to 
assist a cause that’s close 
to her heart. 

On Wednesday (Sept. 
14), Elze’s Wonderful 
Wines on Church Street 
will host a wine-tasting 
party and silent auction, 
with proceeds going to 
Heaven Can Wait Equine 
Rescue and the Elmira 
Cat Rescue.

“We want to save some 
cats’ and horses’ lives. … 
I’ve always loved horses 
and cats far more than 
people,” Bredenkamp 
said with a smile, adding 
she started the winemak-
ing business essentially 
to support her love and 
ownership of horses. “My 
first passion in life is 
horses.”

Saving four-legged friends 
cause for a celebration

Fundraising for feline, equine rescues timed 
with second anniversary of wine business

The celebration will see 
patrons taste-test and 
discuss a selection of 12 
wines and snack on an 
array of Thai food, cho-
sen to accentuate the 
wine. Several silent auc-
tion items have also been 
donated from other local 
businesses.

In the end, Bredenkamp 
hopes to collect $1,000 for 
the rescue operations. 

The recipient charities, 
she explained, were cho-
sen in great part based on 
a childhood experience. 
Accompanying her father 
to a farmers market in 
South Africa, where she 
grew up, Bredenkamp 

recalls coming across 
a horse that had been 
struck by a truck and lay 
bleeding on the side of 
the road.

“The owner didn’t even 
have the decency to take 
off the harness … and let 
the horse die in peace,” 
she said. “I’ve never got-
ten over that. It was to 
me unbearable and I 
said ‘One day I will make 
enough money to save 
horses.’”

Helping out with the 
event – which runs from 
5 to 9 p.m. – is TD Water-
house, which provided 
Bredenkamp with the 
loan needed to start her 
business.

“It’s a lot of fun support-
ing people like Elze. She’s 
insane, but she’s passion-
ately insane” chuckled 
Heather Nageleisen, fi-
nancial planner. “When 
you get to know business 
owners as individuals, 
there’s always something 
that they’re vary pas-
sionate about that drives 
them.”

KYLE REA

WALK IS SUPER Wendy and Tim Thaler of Heidelberg have something 
a little different in store for their 50th birthdays: raising $50,000 for 
Parkison’s research. Tim is in the early stages of the disease.

ELZE BREDENKAMP
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A fresh crop of 
students weren’t 
the only new fac-
es at schools in 

Conestogo, Floradale and 
St. Clements: all three 
welcomed new principals 
this week.

Lee Anne Andriessen 
took the helm at Cones-
togo Public School after 
three years at Floradale 
PS.

“I’m extremely excited. 
I’ve gotten to know the 
staff [at Conestogo] a lit-
tle bit at the end of June 
and the community and 
the staff have been most 
welcoming to me. That al-
ways makes it a great way 
to start the year for sure,” 
Andriessen said. As a 
Listowel resident with a 
young family, she’s grate-
ful the Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
placed her fairly close to 
home. 

“They’ve been very help-
ful. I’m a rural girl at 
heart. I was raised in the 
country and a lot of my 
experience has been in 
country schools. It was 
difficult [leaving Flora-
dale] … but it’s always 

First day of school for administrators, too
Three area schools welcome new principals as classes resume

[hard] to say goodbye to 
a community you were 
apart of for three years.”

Yet, she sees great oppor-
tunity in a move to Cones-
togo. 

“I think for me it’s going 
to be great. It’s a bit of a 
larger school for me, but 
I have a staff that’s very 
supportive and I’ve no-
ticed that right off the bat. 
I’m looking forward to 
getting to know the com-
munity and the students 
here and working on some 
new projects.”

Before coming to Flora-
dale in 2002, she worked 

at Northlake Woods PS 
and Linwood PS as a vice-
principal.

Filling Andriessen’s spot 
at Floradale is long-time 
teacher and first-time 
principal Leslie McNabb.

“I feel just great. The 
staff here are amazing 
and they’re very experi-
enced. I’ve always been 
very intrigued and inter-
ested in the Mennonite 
population, so I’m feeling 
very blessed and privi-
leged to have been placed 
here as a principal. This 
is my first opportunity 
to work in a small, rural 
school as well, so I’m very 
excited about this,” she 
said. 

Prior to that, she worked 
at Laurelwood PS as a vice-

principal for two years be-
fore heading to Saginaw 
PS in Cambridge, her last 
stop before Floradale. 

Now that she’s here, 
McNabb plans to get to 
know as many people in 
the community as pos-
sible. 

“I want to build rela-
tionships … get to know 
the kids and families, 
and that sort of thing. 
I’m really looking for-
ward to being in a small 
environment and getting 
to know everybody. I’ve 
never worked in a school 
with less than 500 kids,” 
she said. “I’m really ex-
cited about the fact that 
in time I will know all 
the kids and all their 
names, which isn’t al-

ways an opportunity at 
a bigger school. And I’ll 
get to know the parents 
as well.”

In St. Clements, Jeff 
Dinner is adjusting to 
his new role as principal 
at St. Clement Catholic 
School. Unlike his public 
school colleagues, he’s 
had more time to adjust, 
after taking over from 
retiring St. Clement prin-
cipal Scott Cullen back in 
May. 

 “I’m thoroughly enjoy-
ing it. It’s a wonderful 
community and it’s been 
an exciting time,” he 
said. “It was nice to get 
in at the tail end of the 
year to meet some staff, 
students and parents. It’s 
my first principal-ship 

and my first start up to 
the year. It’s been great. 
I hear about parades in 
Wellesley and all kinds of 
neat things that are com-
ing up.

“I really enjoy the coun-
try and all the neat things 
that small communities 
offer.”

He arrived in St. Cle-
ments after serving most 
of the year as vice-princi-
pal at St. Anne Catholic 
School in Kitchener. 

“I got in teaching to 
work with kids … when 
I became a principal, 
someone said ‘you should 
never get out of the class-
room because you’re go-
ing to miss it and all the 
neat things you do.’ I just 
saw that as being an ex-
tension. Now instead of 
working with [just one 
group] I get to work with 
[everybody].”

While he’s had more 
time to integrate than his 
public system counter-
parts, there are plenty of 
challenges still in store. 

“Getting to know every-
one [is the greatest chal-
lenge] and to understand 
traditions because I 
think when you’re a new 
teacher or principal, you 
come in with ideas, but 
you have to understand 
the traditions and people 
who have [come before 
you]. It’s a growth pro-
cess.”

explained. “We’re going 
to be looking for contri-
butions of money we’ll 
channel to the Red Cross 
and Catholic organiza-

tions. They’ll buy the 
supplies and whatever 
else is needed. That’s 
their specialty.”

At St. Teresa School in 
Elmira, they’ve already 

donated $500 toward re-
lief efforts. 

“We presently have 
some money in our fund-
raising account and 
we’re going to donate 

that toward relief opera-
tions and the school is 
going to put some money 
in from our pizza fund,” 
said principal Barb 
Deighan.

Continued from page 22

Fundraising for victims of hurricane

Ireland beckons
Continued from page 22

bit of traffic using that 
roadway. … That being 
the case, we have to be 
mindful that there will 
be extra traffic there and 
road width is a key factor 
in allowing that traffic to 
pass safely.”

Whether or not the tree 
can survive so close to 
the road is a chance the 
Forsythes are willing to 
accept.

“I think we need to err 
in favour of the tree sur-
viving. If we lose it, then 
we’ve lost it anyway. My 
husband and I are will-
ing to take the chance 
that it might fall down 
… or might not survive,” 
she told councillors. “It’s 

Continued from page 23

Save the tree, please

ganizers’ involvement in 
assisting those with de-
velopmental disabilities. 
They were chosen because 
of their social skills and 
existing work experience, 
Thomson explained.

Paying for the exchange 
has proven to be a costly 

venture, as no govern-
mental assistance is pro-
vided. Instead, partici-
pants have relied on their 
own dollars, donations 
and fundraising initia-
tives, such as raffling off 
an Ireland-themed prize, 
provided by area busi-
nesses. 

our house, our property, 
so if the tree comes down 
then that’s the risk my 
husband and I are will-
ing to take.”

Sixteen nearby resi-
dents, including the For-
sythes, signed a petition 
asking that the tree be 
saved. The petition states, 
“We, the residents, have 
lost far too many beauti-
ful, mature trees due to 
construction and given 
that this tree is located 
such that it can be saved 
even if a road widening 
is required, I think all ef-
forts need to be made in 
order to prevent the de-
struction of yet another 
fully mature, healthy and 
beautiful tree.” 

NEW FACES ON THE BLOCK Back to school Sept. 6 meant the first day on the job for principals Leslie McNabb (left) at Floradale PS, Lee Anne 
Andriessen in Conestogo and Jeff Dinner at St. Clement School. 

Read the stories 
that matter to the 
people in YOUR 

community.



26    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • SEPTEMBER 10, 2005

 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Internal clocks more reliable for some people than others
Q.  Right now, can you say 
what time it is without check-
ing?  If you needed to awaken 
at a certain predetermined 
time without an alarm clock, 
could you do it?

A.  You could if you have 
an uncanny “time sense” 
like British physician 
Winslow Hall, who out 
of 100 sleep trials (1927) 
was able to awaken him-
self within 15 minutes of 
the target time more than 
half the time, and exactly 
right (within a minute) 18 
times, says Jay Ingram 
in The Velocity of Honey. 
Many claim to be able to 
do this, and sleep labs have 
backed them up.  Probably 
it’s done by somehow keep-
ing track of dream (REM) 
periods through the night.      
But Hall took this a step 
further, tracking the time 
ASLEEP OR AWAKE.  
When he and three friends 

tested each other by ran-
domly asking “What time 
is it now?,” 45% of their 
guesses were correct with-
in 3 minutes, 10% were just 
about dead on.  One of Hall’s 
devices was to picture the 
face of his watch while still 
in his pocket, and to simply 
read off the time from the 
imagined clock face!  For 
one of his successful awak-
enings (July 10, 1917, 4:30 
A.M.), he saw in a dream 
a hand-lettered sign that 
read “Truth.”  It woke him 
up at the target time.

Most of us are absolutely 
hopeless at this, missing 
by hours, though some can 
do it at least some of the 
time.  People with a good 
time sense generally know 
it, with their self-awaken-
ings about as accurate as 
their daytime estimates of 
time passage.  “That does 
suggest there is some kind 

of internal timekeeper that 
is consistent 24/7.”
Q.  A rainy-day curiosity:  How 
much does the rain from a 
thunderstorm weigh?  

A.  The density of wa-
ter is 1,000 kilograms per 
cubic meter (that’s 2,200 
pounds, or 10% more than 
a ton), says Florida State 
University meteorologist 
Jon Ahlquist.  Thus, each 
1 millimeter of rain over 
an area of 1 square kilome-
ter has a mass of a million 
kilograms, or more than 
1,000 tons. 

In English units, each 0.1 
inch of rain over a square 
mile weighs 7,200 tons.  To 
relate this to something 
people can identify, let’s go 

with elephants.  Accord-
ing to one online source, 
a healthy adult African 
elephant in a zoo weighs 
4-7 tons, with elephants in 
the wild weighing substan-
tially less.      

“So if we assume 5 tons 
for our typical elephant, 
then it takes roughly 1,400 
elephants to make the 7,000 
tons, and that is just the 
weight of 0.1 inch of rain 
over a square mile, and 
that’s not much of a rain-
storm.”
Q.  Can gustatory science tell 
us what makes your favourite 
food or drink taste so darn 
good?

A.  Something like 800 
odorants exist, with a few 

or a few dozen combining 
into hundreds of unique 
experiences, says Cornell 
food scientist Terry Acree.  
Certain flavorants turn up 
again and again, such as 
cis-roseoxide, a component 
of flowers used in perfumes 
and that gives Lychee fruit 
a recognizable smell and 
Gewurztraminer wine a 
unique “Lychee note.”

Chemoreceptors on the 
tongue produce percep-
tions of salt, sour, sweet 
and savory, responding to 
many fewer chemicals than 
the nose.  Perceptions of 
hot, cool, astringent, pain 
and texture also are part 
of flavor, called “chemes-
thesis.”  “Taken together, 
about 1,000 chemicals go 
into flavour, that then com-
bine with those for smell 
to create the singular food 
and drink experience.”

And more:  Flavour per-

ceptions are modified by 
memory and emotion:
Hum, this smells like 
salmon.  But it doesn’t taste 
like fresh salmon. It tastes 
spoiled. Yak!  Spit!

Oddly, it is entirely pos-
sible to have something 
smell great and taste ter-
rible, as was often the case 
with wild fruits and veg-
etables before people bred 
them for better taste, says 
Acree. “Other foods, such 
as the tropical fruit Durian 
— banned from hotels and 
airlines — may smell hor-
rible but taste good,” adds 
Cornell biochemist Karl 
Siebert.  And according to 
Washington State Univer-
sity’s Charles G. Edwards, 
“there are even molecules 
that you can’t smell (tan-
nins) that are so astringent 
you would really pucker 
up even though the food 
smelled good.”
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

New Support Available for Caregivers Woolwich 
Community Services and Community Care Concepts are 
working together to provide a new support to caregivers 
living in our community. This new support program will 
be offered at St. James Lutheran Church in Elmira on 
Wednesday evenings this fall; Sept. 28, Oct. 26 and Nov. 
30 from 5-8 p.m. To register please contact Lorraine 
Weber at 664-3794. 
New Respite Program offered by Community Care 
Concepts every Wednesday beginning in September 
from 5-9 p.m. This allows caregivers to attend the 
Caregiver support sessions monthly and will allow 
them to have some personal time. This program will 
take place at Community Care Concepts Day Program 
on Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Transportation is available 
upon request. For information please contact Community 
Care Access at 669-3023. 

September 13
Elmira Library Teddy Bear Storytime registration. 10 
a.m. – 8:30 p.m.  In-person registration – first come 
– first served. For more information please phone 669-
5477, children’s department. 

September 18
Woolwich Trails Group Hike 2 p.m. Discover the new 
trail system at Thomasfield Homes in Breslau. Enjoy 
the new trail system as part of the new Thomasfield 
residential development. Meet in Breslau at Denison 
Print, 61 Woolwich St., N. Trail rating: stone dust trail 
plus earthen natural path on varying topography. 
Concert Series – Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 
685 Highpoint Ave., at Northfield, Waterloo, invites you 
to the start of their 2005 – 2006 concert series. The first 
concert will feature Gospel Elvis, aka Jim Anderson  at 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Everyone welcome, free-will offering.  
For information contact the church at 888-7870.

September 20
Canadian Cancer Society Information Evening – 1 p.m. 
at Canadian Cancer Society , 241 Duke St. W., Kitchener. 
The Residential Canvass Committee will be responsible 

for revitalizing our current Residential Canvass Program 
in Elmira and area. Positions include marketing, 
volunteer recruitment and route development. Please 
RSVP at 886-8888, ext 22. 

September 21 
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11 – 1:15 p.m. Sweet and sour chicken, salad, 
roll, dessert, beverage $8 per person. 

September 24 
Elmira Lions Club Fifteenth Annual Beef/Pork B-B-Q 
& Dance. Lions Hall, Elmira. Social hour 5 p.m., dinner 
7 p.m., dancing. Proceeds for community betterment. 
Tickets $20. Please call Brad Martin for tickets at 669-
2772 days or 669-1068 evenings. 
Chicken BBQ at Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross 
St., Elmira 5-7 p.m. Tickets are $12 adults; $6 children. 
Contact 669-2852. Takeout available call 669-2983. 
BBQ boneless chicken breast, baked potato, three kinds 
of salad, fresh bread, beverage and peach shortcake, 
entertainment provided by Gale choir. 
Wellesley Apple Butter & Cheese Festival. Start the 
day at 7 a.m. with breakfast, rain or shine. Activities 
include: horseshoe tournament, quilt auctions at 2 p.m. 
antique car and tractor display with parade at noon., and 
so much more! Rain or shine! For more information call 
656-9915. 

September 25
The Torchmen Quartet – Canada’s premier Southern 
Gospel quartet will be performing at Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs (wheelchair accessible) on Sunday 
evening at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome. A free-will 
offering will be received and refreshments will follow 
the concert. 

September 26 
Elmira & District Horticultural Society will be holding 
their meeting at Trinity United Church at 7:30 p.m. Our 
guest speaker Marian Hess will speak on “Putting our 
Garden to Bed”. All welcome, refreshments. 
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IN MEMORIAM

Your Loving Companion
Edward K. Frey

We little knew that morning that 
God was going to call your name
In life I loved you dearly
In death I do the same
It broke my heart to lose you
You did not go alone.
For part of me went with you
That day God called you home.
You left us peaceful memories
Your love is still our guide.
And though I cannot see you
You are always at my side.
And nothing seems the same.
But God calls us one by one.

In memory of Sharon Casler
(General) 1945-2004

REAL
ESTATE

THE BIGGEST READERSHIP IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY

THE GREATEST RESULTS TO SELL YOUR HOME

*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.

BIRTH NOTICE

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 
to 2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $234,900. 
Semi-detached homes starting at $194,900. Visit our 
models and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30
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WEDDING BIRTH NOTICE

FAMILYALBUM

Earl and Susan Gingrich of 
Elmira are pleased to announce 
the upcoming marriage of their 
daughter Christa to George, 
son of Andrew and Louise Bot-
tineau of Cambridge.
The wedding will take place 
Sept 17, 2005 at Gale Presby-
terian Church in Elmira

BUXTON - LENNOX
Tiffany and Curtis Buxton, of 
Calgary, AB, proudly intro-
duce the newest member of 
their family, Logan Lennox 
Buxton, born August 5, 2005, 
8lbs, 4oz., 21 inches.
Thrilled first time grandparents 
are Mary Jane and Duncan 
Lennox of Elmira and Rita & 
Roger Buxton of Alberta. A 
great-grandson for Viva and 
Howard Lake of St. Jacobs.

ENGAGEMENT

BIRTH NOTICE

BIRTHDAY

LOTS OF LOVE
Mom, Dad, Bailey, Nana 
& Grandad & Lou’s Crew

Ken and Peg Curtis and Howard 
and Loretta Davies are thrilled 
to announce the August 30th 
arrival of their Grandson Dylan 
Jacob Curtis.
Excited first time parents are 
Mike and Sarah of Kitchener. 
Great Grandmas are Del Wat-
son and Theresa Ditner.

HALES — Steve and Julie (née Dixon) 
are thrilled to announce the safe ar-
rival of their second child, Abby Mae, 
born Friday August 26, 2005, 8 lbs, 
11oz at Groves Memorial Hospital in 
Fergus. A little sister for Emily. Proud 
grandparents are Playford and Dolly 
Hales of Waterloo and Jim and Sheila 
Dixon of Fergus. Special thanks to 
the wonderful staff at Groves and to 
Dr. Reilly and Dr. Simpson.

Mr. & Mrs. John Deen are 
happy to announce the en-
gagement of their daughter 
Sarah Lynn to Steven Oscar, 
son of Mr. & Mrs. Oscar 
Frey.

Congratulations!
Love your family!

Jeff and Dale Ann Ernewein 
would like to announce the 
birth of their son Joshua Luke. 
He was born at McMaster 
Hospital, Hamilton, on August 
30th at 5:43pm. Joshua was 
4lbs, 14oz.
Welcome home little peanut!

BIRTH NOTICE BIRTH NOTICEDEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

IT’S A BOY!

HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY! 

aSHLEY p.

CAMPBELL, Margaret Eileen
On Thursday, September 1, 2005, at The 
Westmount in her 84th year.

Local relatives are daughter Jo Smith 
(Walter Ragula) of Elmira.

DOEDE, Ronald Carl
Of RR3 Teeswater on Friday, September 2, 
2005 age 62 years.

Local relatives are sister Delores Golden 
and her husband Ronald of Breslau.

HENRICH, Elvina (Mrs. Russell)
It is with great sadness that the family of 
Elvina Henrich announces her passing, on 
Sunday, September 4, 2005, at KW Health 
Centre, Kitchener, age 83 years.

Local relatives are sisters Lucinda Martin 
and Mary Martin and brother Clayton 
Henrich all of Elmira.

JEFFERSON, Roy Ellsworth
Passed away peacefully, at Lanark Heights 
Long Term Care Centre, Kitchener, on 
Monday, September 5, 2005, at the age 
of 89. Roy was born in Elmira in 1916.

MEWHINEY, Irene (Mrs. Carson)
Peacefully on Thursday, September 1, 
2005, at Wellington Terrace, Elora. Irene 
(Johnson) Mewhiney in her 95th year, for-
merly of Elmira.

STECKLY Marjorie
Suddenly, with family by her side, at 
University Hospital in London, on Sun-
day, September 4, 2005, 80 years old, of 
Wellesley.

WILES, Arthur J.
Passed away peacefully, on September 3, 
2005, at Freeport Health Centre, Kitch-
ener at the age of 87 years.

Local relatives are daughter Cheryl Bea-
ver and her husband Mike of St. Jacobs.

Show ‘em  you
really care!
IT JUST MEANS SO

MUCH MORE... WHEN
IT’S IN THE OBSERVER!
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29 Church St. W., Elmira   
RSVP 669-0799

Try twelve different wines and enjoy an evening 
of culture, classical music and “wine talk”.
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BR
ATE OUR 2 ND BIRTHDAY!
Wonderful
Wines

TD Waterhouse and Elze’s Wonderful Wines invite you 
for an evening of fine wine & decadent Thai food tasting.

• DOOR PRIZES 
• WINE SILENT AUCTION
• & LOTS OF FUN!

 Elze’s
All proceeds going to Heaven Can Wait Equine Rescue
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