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on her healthy Glow

Takin’ it to the 
streets in Breslau
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Residents go to battle over ESL designation
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The lack of mud and the famil-
iar cloud of smoke that charac-
terize many outdoor concerts 
didn’t stop students and musi-

cians from Elmira District Secondary 
School from having a blast, as they held 
the second annual Lancerstock May 18. 

Close to 200 students from EDSS 

Lancerstock showcases the talents of seven student bands

basked in the sunshine of a warm af-
ternoon on the backfields of EDSS lis-
tening to the musical stylings of seven 
student bands. 

“[Musicians] are a group in the school 
that doesn’t really get to participate, and 
this event is really for them,” said ac-
tivities director Dave Conlon. “We try 
in all our events to [have] something for 
the drama kids, [and] something for the 
athletic kids, computer kids or debating 

kids. This is another opportunity to say, 
‘here are some kids doing some good 
stuff.’”

Classes were let out at noon Wednesday 
so that students could take in the acts.

“It’s sort of like a spring picnic,” said 
Conlon.

A barbecue was set up by student coun-
cil, offering food and drink to concert-
goers. 

On tap were Hush, Datum Bliss, Jam 

Squad, Joseph Weber, the Long Coat 
Crew, Trigger and Andrew Delsaut, An-
drew McKee, Dan Bossenbery and Andy 
Jeny; a group without a formal name. 

Jam Squad – formed five months ago 
and consisting of Sean Thomson, An-
drew Bauman, Adam Seiling, Jordan 
Clark and T.J Allard –  wowed the crowd 
with their own songs, mixed with clas-
sics from Dire Straits and Bad Compa-

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo Region was 
painted as both vil-
lain and environ-

mental saviour this week as 
a public battle continued over 
plans to protect lands at the 
headwaters of Laurel Creek, 
encompassing areas where 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot townships meet the 

Some praise, others vilify region at public meeting into Laurel Creek headwaters plan
City of Waterloo.

So overwhelming was the 
public response to the Envi-
ronmentally Sensitive Lands 
(ESL) policy that the region 
postponed a decision at its May 
17 planning and works commit-
tee meeting. Another public 
meeting is set for June 15, with 
a decision pushed off until at 
least September.

Split in their views, more than 
two dozen residents weighed 

into the battle, with many 
more having to wait until next 
month’s meeting.

The region’s plans have Welles-
ley Township resident Glenn 
Baechler, along with some 200 
other residents, contemplating 
legal action. The ESL designa-
tion could reduce land values, 
including that of his Moser 
Young Road property.

“We are the people who are 
realistic about nature conser-

vancy. We are the citizens who 
have owned and maintained 
the ESPA’s (Environmentally 
Sensitive Protected Areas). We 
believe there is a better way, 
other than being frozen in time 
in an inflexible program,” he 
said.

“If you’re intent on implement-
ing this proposal and making 
it regional policy, then we in-
tend to seek legal recourse,” 
Baechler noted. “But we prefer 

a non-confrontational way to 
solve issues.”

Weimar Line resident Gary 
Lovie challenged the need 
for the new measures, saying 
existing rules are enough to 
protect the land.

“I think it’s just wrong. I 
think you’re infringing on 
our rights,” he said, add-
ing that numerous zoning, 
agricultural laws and des-

TAKING ‘STOCK  Adam Seiling (left), Jordan Clark, Andrew Bauman and Sean Thomson of the band Jam Squad entertain a crowd of some 200 students during Lancerstock at Elmira District Secondary School May 18.

▼ See FOES page 2

▼ PAGE 12
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Behind every page is a new adventure!
We currently have hundreds of Children’s book titles 

available on our website: www.volpub.com

Order the latest Brady Brady, Jazlyn J, Robert Munsch 
and many more....

We have hundreds of adventures waiting for you at:
www.volpub.com or call 1-888-571-2665
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ny, among others. 
“We pretty much play 

any kind of rock,” said 
Seiling

“I didn’t think we did 
that good, though. I know, 
for myself at least, I made 
a couple of mistakes,” 
said Thomson with mod-
esty.

Continued from cover Jam Squad formed four 
months ago. “We were 
friends and all the musi-
cians were playing to-
gether and I was a free-
lance singer they picked 
up at the last minute,” 
said Bauman. 

They plan to stick to-
gether over the summer 
– and possibly return for 

Lancerstock next year. 
In preparation for 

Wednesday’s show, bands 
like Jam Squad got a 
chance to practice their 
gigs at various coffee hous-
es throughout the year. 

“This is sort of their 
graduation moment. 
We’ve had them at the 
coffee houses and these 

are some of our better 
efforts,” said Conlon. 
“You’d be surprised how 
many bands there are in 
our school.”

 “It’s not to everybody’s 
taste, but we’re trying to 
reach one group in the 
school and give them an 
opportunity to have some 
fun.”

Event showcases EDSS talent

ignations for the ESPA 
already exist. “These 
safeguards already exist, 
why do we need more?”

He suggested the region 
go back to the drawing 
board.

“I think a lot of the 
ideas are good … I’m an 
environmentalist who’s 
at it everyday,” he said. 
“I think more interac-
tion with the landown-
ers would be beneficial to 
council.”

Most of the evening’s 
delegates, however, fa-
voured the regional plan. 

“I moved here … for one 
reason: it’s beautiful. 
Anything that allows it 
to stay naturally beauti-
ful is a good thing,” said 
Bruce Martin of Para-
dise Lake. “I don’t want 

to see long-time residents 
put under undue restric-
tions, [but] as far as I can 
see, it doesn’t do that. 
It does help to make it 
easier for our township 
and regional councillors 
to fight the battle against 
the ongoing tendency for 
urban sprawl. 

“The ESL, to me says we 
want to continue to have 
what have today, but we 
know in the future, it’s 
going to be harder to do 
that, and we need tougher 
restrictions to help us.”

Introduced in 2001 as 
part of the Regional 
Growth Management 
Strategy, the ESL pro-
gram was developed with 
a fourfold purpose: to pro-
tect sensitive lands, curb 
and reinforce current re-
strictions on residential 

development and create 
stewardship programs 
for environmentally im-
portant areas. Any new 
proposed development 
would have to meet a se-
ries of 11 criteria, such 
as a requirement that it 
remain small scale and 
have no negative envi-
ronmental impacts; a 30-
metre buffer would also 
be required around sen-
sitive features. As well, 
the ESL program would 
create natural corridors 
by connecting previously 
separated sensitive ar-
eas. 

Currently, there are 
two designated areas: 
the Laurel Creek Head-
waters, encompassing 
portions of Wellesley, 
Woolwich and Wilmot 
Townships as well as the 

northwestern part of Wa-
terloo; the Blair-Bechtel-
Cruikston area includes 
parts of Kitchener, Cam-
bridge and North Dum-
fries Township. 

The plan has drawn 
much feedback, with op-
ponents particularly vo-
cal about constraints be-
ing placed on how they 
use their own land.

Regional director of 
community planning 
Kevin Eby, however, 
maintained the ESL des-
ignation would change 
nothing for current prop-
erty owners. Residents 
would be able to build on 
their land, plant whatev-
er crops they wished and 
apply pesticides or her-
bicides in the same way 
they can now.

“Anything a landowner 

can legally do today will 
continue to be permit-
ted,” he said.

Wellesley Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn, who repre-
sents the township on 
regional council, said he 
has fielded some two doz-
en e-mails on the issue. 
He saw progress at Tues-
day’s meeting, noting he 
has already submitted 
three suggestions for the 
final document: increase 
the timeline, remove re-
strictions on property 
construction and include 
a stronger emphasis on 
stewardship programs. 

“I’d like to see some sort 
of program enacted by 
the region, where a land-
owner could get some fi-
nancial help to be better 
stewards of the land,” he 
said. 

Continued from cover

Foes worry about property values
Looking to expedite the demo-

lition of the grandstands at the 
former Elmira Raceway site, Wool-
wich councillors this week agreed 
to waive the tender process for the 
job.
In doing so, said director of rec-

reation and facilities Larry Devitt, 
work could be underway by the 
end of June.
Coun. Ruby Weber, however, chal-

lenged the need to tear down just 
the front seating area of the build-
ing, noting the entire building will 
have to go to make room for a new 
recreation complex on the site.
“I really question the wisdom of 

doing this piecemeal. I don’t know 
what the urgency is to take down 
part of the building now when all 
of it may be coming down a year 
from now.”
The single-level part of the build-

ing is currently used to store town-
ship property, while the grand-
stands are a growing liability, De-
vitt replied.
“We’d be able to get rid of a liabil-

ity and maintain a storage facility 
until a decision is made about the 
recreation complex.”

Grandstands on 
fast track to end

SCHOOL OF ROCK  The crowds ebbed and flowed during the day-long Lancerstock spectacle. PAT MERLIHAN
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World-class lesson
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Work set to begin on 
St. Clements arena

EDSS students gain worldly perspective through European exchange program

Albrecht receives 
Conservative nod

K-W man questioned 
in flasher incident

RICHARD VIVIAN

Industrial accidents 
send four to hospital
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Visiting across the ocean to bone 
up on her Spanish skills, Elmira 
District Secondary School student 
Lindsay Mathieu didn’t expect 

her command of English to be put front and 
centre. While on an exchange – she’s one of 
five EDSS students who recently returned 
from Europe – Mathieu spent time assist-
ing younger English students with their 
studies, as well as picking up the flavour of 
Spain.

“I just came and started talking to them. 
I had no idea how much they were under-
standing. I think most European students 
have a better understanding of English 
than I do of Spanish,” she told the Observer, 
noting it was just a few classes she helped 
with. 

“I went and I taught them active and pas-
sive voice and sort of just helped them out 
a bit. In my own English class, I was also 
sort of like a reference book,” the Grade 
12 student chuckled. “If any students had 
questions, they’d find ‘the Canadian.’”

Five EDSS students took part in the ex-
change program this year; three headed 
to France while others spent their time in 

Germany and Spain. All of the travellers 
returned to Canada earlier this month, 
after eight weeks abroad. While in their 
exchange countries, the students attend-
ed school – though that didn’t exempt 
them from their courses back home – and 
immersed themselves in the language 
and culture. They spent their days along-
side exchange partners who, for the most 
part, visited here last fall.

“I’m able to at least communicate, maybe 
not always with the right grammar, but 
they’re always able to understand what 
I’m trying to say,” commented Grade 12 
student Angela Martin, who spent her 
time in the French Alps.  “Now I have 
a better idea of how things work on the 
other side of the world.”

“I just really wanted to experience an-
other culture. I really like travelling and 
visiting new places and I thought this 
would give me a great experience,” noted 
Kate Kennedy, a Grade 10 student who 
went to France’s Franche-Compté. 

“My friends would probably think not, 
but I think I’ve matured. It was really 
amazing to live in another country and 
experience life as they know it.”

“The big thing was the accent – I wasn’t 
used to it at all. After a while, you just get 

used to it. After hearing the same words 
over and over, you start to understand 
their slang,” explained Janelle Wilkinson, 
Grade 10, who stayed with a family in Nor-
mandy, France.

“It was awesome … I improved a lot.”
In Kennedy’s case, the language adjust-

ment took a little longer. For the first two 
weeks of the exchange, French students 
were on vacation, followed by a two-week 
student strike to protest changes in the 
education system.

“It kind of clicked for me after the first 
month-and-a-half,” she said. “I think I 
learned more on strike than I would have at 
school anyway. I had a lot of fun on strike. I 
still had to go to school in the morning, but 
when the students got there they blocked 
the doors off with bike racks and everyone 
just sat down and sang songs.”

While making improvements in their lan-
guage skills is one of the main objectives 
of the exchange program, so, too, are the 
experiences participants have, explained 
language teacher Stath Paleshi.

“The greatest thing that they bring back 
is they are more aware of the world now. 
They have a more global perspective and 
I think that will go a long way with their 

It won’t be long now before repair ef-
forts at the St. Clements arena get un-
derway. This week, Wellesley council 
laid out the framework for the nearly 
$500,000 project; an engineering com-
pany was hired to test the ground condi-
tions under the arena floor and efforts to 
tender the repairs were started.
Rather than depend on data from com-

panies tendering on the repairs, council 
decided to hire an independent engi-
neering firm – Naylor Engineering Asso-
ciates – to determine the depth of frost 
and moisture content of the area under 
the ice surface.

A Kitchener man remains a “person of in-
terest” after denying he exposed himself to 
a Mennonite woman earlier this month. On 
May 6, a woman reported being flashed by 
a man driving a blue SUV – he stepped out 
to do the act – on Durst Road.
The victim obtained a licence plate 

marker, which was traced to a Kitchener 
address. Officers subsequently contacted 
the man, who denied there was any ob-
scene intent. He reported stopping on the 
side of the road to relieve himself, as the 
woman passed in a horse-and-buggy.
No charges have been laid, however, the 

man’s name and vehicle description will 
be kept on file, noted Waterloo Regional 
Police Sgt. Merv Knechtel of Elmira’s 3A 
detachment.
Several similar incidents involving a 

blue SUV were reported by the Men-
nonite community last spring, as well 
as one on Apr. 19. It’s not known if the 
incidents are connected.

The Ministry of Labour is investigating 
after four people were taken to hospital 
following two separate industrial acci-
dents in Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships Monday (May 16). All of the inju-
ries were minor in nature.
At 11:45 a.m., Wellesley firefighters 

and paramedics were called to an on-
farm shop along Moser Young Road 
after an 18-year-old woman collapsed 
while sweeping the floor. Upon arrival, 
firefighters discovered higher than nor-
mal carbon monoxide levels. Three peo-
ple were taken to Grand River Hospital, 
where they were treated and released.
A 21-year-old employee of Bauman 

Manufacturing on Elmira’s Industrial 
Drive was taken to hospital at 4:30 p.m., 
after his hand was caught in a milling 
machine. He was treated for lacerations 
on two of his fingers and palm.

HOME FROM AFAR EDSS exchange students recently returned home after spending eight weeks in various European locales. From left: Janelle Wilkinson, Angela 
Martin, Lindsay Mathieu and Kate Kennedy.

With the Liberals surviving Thursday’s 
budget vote, a spring election is unlikely. 
Still, two of the four local parties now 
have their candidates lined up for the run 
at the polls. On May 14, area Conserva-
tives selected Wilmot Township’s Harold 
Albrecht to carry their banner.
Nearly 700 party members from Kitch-

ener-Conestoga turned out for the selec-
tion meeting.
Also primed for the ballot is incum-

bent Liberal MP Lynn Myers, who was 
acclaimed to represent the party in his 
fourth election campaign. Area Green 
Party supporters met Thursday to name 
their candidate – Kris Stapleton was the 
only one registered – but official results 
weren’t known at press time. NDP mem-
bers in the riding will gather May 25 to 
finalize their candidate; at press time, 
Len Carter was the sole hopeful.
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New legislation 
passed this week 
means tighter 

rules protecting students 
with food allergies from 
suffering life-threaten-
ing anaphylactic shock. 
Local school boards are 
already moving to com-
ply with measures out-
lined in Sabrina’s Law, 
approved unanimously at 
Queen’s Park May 16.

Both the public and 
Catholic boards in Water-
loo Region, however, have 
longstanding policies 
similar to Bill 3, which 
requires the training of 
all school stuff in the use 
of EpiPens, emergency 
needles that deliver a 
life-saving dose of epi-
nephrine.

A private-member’s 
bill introduced by Brant 
County MPP Dave Levac 
in 2003, the legislation 

Food allergy legislation to protect students
New provincial bill calls for more training to save lives in cases of anaphylactic shock

is named for 13-year-old 
Sabrina Shannon, a Pem-
broke high school student 
who died after suffering 
an anaphylactic reaction 
to a dairy product that 
had contaminated her 
french fries. 

An anaphylactic reac-
tion occurs when the af-
fected person comes into 
contact with an allergen, 
usually peanuts, eggs or 
dairy products. The per-
son’s throat swells up and 
they will suffocate unless 
they are given a shot of 
epinephrine, which relax-
es the muscles and allows 
the person to breathe. 
More than 40,000 Ontar-
ians have anaphylaxis.

Under the new law, each 
school board must, by 
Jan. 1, 2006, establish and 
maintain an anaphylactic 
policy, including ways to 
reduce exposure, educa-
tion on anaphylaxis, and 
training for teachers and 
staff. Schools must also 

develop plans and main-
tain records for each in-
dividual with an anaphy-
lactic allergy.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
has had a plan in place 
for years. Called the 
Anaphylactic Manage-
ment Plan – last revised 
in January 2002 – the 
measure outlines ana-
phylaxis, explaining the 
symptoms, how to avoid 
exposure and the use of 
EpiPens. The document 
also stresses the impor-
tance of communication 
between parents, teach-
ers and principals. 

While the plan covers 
most of the important 
points in Bill 3, super-
intendent of instruction 
Bob Cassidy said the 
board will re-examine its 
AMP, making changes as 
necessary. 

“I believe our plan is 
very appropriate and 
very effective. What we 

may have to do is ensure 
that staff are trained on a 
regular basis,” he said. “I 
think it’s key that there 
is an awareness that 
there are students in the 
school that may suffer 
from severe allergic reac-
tions and that there is a 
plan to treat them. It’s not 
something new for teach-
ers to deal with. They 
are aware of this, but I 
would indicate that very 
few teachers have had to 
administer an EpiPen … 
we need to make sure the 
EpiPens are current, and 
we need to identify the 
students who are most 
at risk and that’s where 
communication between 
the home and the student 
is critical. 

“Through caution there 
have been very few se-
rious reactions, but it’s 
always good to be pre-
pared.”

Cassidy added that a 
newly revised AMP plan 

is in the works, and once 
confirmed, it won’t take 
long to introduce it to 
staff in the board’s 115 
schools.

The Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board 
has almost exactly the 
same policy, entitled the 
Administrative Proce-
dures Memorandum on 
Anaphylaxis/Severe Al-
lergic reaction. 

“What we’re doing now, 
as a result of what was 
passed (Sabrina’s Law), 
is comparing what was 
passed and what we’ve 
got. We’ll be chang-
ing or adding whatever 
[is necessary] to come 
up with a new policy,” 
said board spokesman 
John Shewchuk. “We’ll 
have it done absolutely 
within [the] timeline. 
Because we’ve got such 
a comprehensive policy 
to begin with, in the 
short term we’ll be able 
to have something re-

vised.”
Changes will be made 

in consultation with par-
ents. 

“It has passed the muster 
with the people for whom 
it matters the most.”

Shewchuk estimates 
that more than 200 chil-
dren in 47 board schools 
have anaphylactic aller-
gies. 

He cautioned, however, 
that no one can fully 
guarantee an allergy-free 
environment. 

“The unfortunate part 
is, you can’t post a sign 
guaranteeing that … 
an environment is free 
of peanuts. It’s just not 
possible. There’s no way 
you can guarantee that 
… a child will come into 
contact with something 
they are not supposed 
to,” he said. “All we can 
do is educate and hope 
that they’ll follow the 
guidelines that are in 
place.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With no opposition 
standing in the 
way, a 156-unit 

subdivision in Welles-
ley Village moved a step 
closer to fruition this 
week. Following a public 
meeting Tuesday eve-
ning (May 17), Wellesley 
council called on munici-
pal staff to prepare the 
necessary zoning bylaws 
to convert the land from 
agricultural to largely 
residential.

If ultimately approved 
by council – the bylaws 
will be up for consider-
ation June 7 – Lotco Ltd., 
which purchased the land 
from Daniel Erb, hopes to 
start construction later 
in the month.

“We’re proceeding with 
our engineering design 
– the first submission has 
been made to the township 
and the region and the 
conservation authority. 

We hope to be underway 
with some pre-grading 
and construction in the 
next month or so,” said Al 
Allendorf, Lotco’s director 
of land development. Lotco 
is a branch of Grandview 
Homes, which will ulti-
mately market the lots.

“We’re very excited to 
come on this site.”

The subdivision, the 
subject of speculation for 
more than 20 years, would 
see 156 single-family 
homes built on a 43.6-acre 
parcel, as well as allow-
ing room for storm water 
management ponds and 
an institutional block. Its 
construction would include 
the creation of two new 
streets; ‘Street A’ would 
connect Molesworth Street 
with Greenwood Hill Road, 
while ‘Street B’ would run 
parallel from Molesworth 
Street before curving to 
connect with the ‘Street A.’

The bulk of residences 
are planned for ‘Street 
A.’ Road names will be 

Zoning underway for Wellesley subdivision
Lotco Ltd. hopes to start with initial construction within a month

set later in the planning 
process, a collaborative 
effort between the devel-
oper and council.

Council has already ap-
proved an official plan 
amendment to bring the 
subdivision within the 
Wellesley Village settle-
ment area and forwarded 
comments on the draft 
plan of subdivision to Wa-
terloo Region, which has 
ultimate authority over 
the proposal.

Meeting Tuesday eve-
ning for a public meeting 
on the zoning, Wellesley 
council heard no opposi-
tion to the plan, which 
would rezone the prop-
erty from agricultural 
to residential, with some 
institutional and open 
space area for storm wa-
ter management.

However, a couple of 
questions about the subdi-
vision plan were brought 
forward, including a 
query from Paul Koch of 
Queen’s Bush Road. Koch 

asked about upgrades to 
Molesworth Street to ac-
commodate the subdivi-
sion traffic.

“We would anticipate 
that the engineered de-
signs for this subdivision 
would take into consid-
eration improvements 
on Molesworth Street be-
cause Molesworth Street 
is actually affected by 
the subdivision, at least 
in part. Beyond the lim-
its of the subdivision, we 
would expect there to be 
some ‘matching’ in the 
engineering design, but 
not what you might view 
as being an upgrade of 
the existing street from 
Henry Street through to 
Queen’s Bush,” respond-
ed chief administrative 
officer Susan Duke. 

“It is not intended that 
Molesworth Street be 
the main point of egress 
and ingress for this par-
ticular subdivision. It’s 
their (the developer) in-
tention in the staging 

of this subdivision to 
develop and service the 
lots from Greenwood Hill 
going west, which means 
that Henry Street, Moles-
worth Street connection 
would be the last to be de-
veloped. By the time that 
is developed, you would 
expect that people have 
already developed their 
driving habits to go along 
Greenwood Hill.”

While no opposition was 
raised during the public 
meeting, the subdivision 
plan has not been without 
its detractors. During a 
public meeting in Decem-
ber, several village resi-
dents raised concern about 
the subdivision’s impact on 
traffic flow and safety.

“I would hope that 
through the comments 
that have been received … 
from the public, that we’ve 
been able to address the 
majority of concerns in 
some constructive way,” 
Duke said of those con-
cerns.

For the past 24 years, Maryhill’s 
Mary Frances Carter has been 
working with child victims and 
witnesses of crime. In recognition 
of those efforts, the Community 
Safety and Crime Prevention Coun-
cil of Waterloo region presented 
her with an ‘Unsung Hero’ award 
Thursday evening (May 19).
Carter – along with Jo-Anne 

Hughes of Kitchener – is a found-
ing member of the Child Witness 
Centre, which provides support 
services for children required to 
make court appearances. The or-
ganization is dedicated to provid-
ing such children with information 
about the justice system, building 
their confidence and calming their 
fears.
In the average year, more than 

325 children are referred to the 
Centre.
The local woman was one of six 

people across the region to be rec-
ognized in four categories; children 
and youth, grassroots recreation, 
neighbourhood and work environ-
ment. Carter was awarded under 
the work environment grouping.
Also recognized during the 27th 

annual Justice Dinner were (CPC) 
founders Andrew Talegdi, chief of 
police Larry Gravill and Regional 
Chair Ken Seiling. The annual event 
sees nearly 400 attendees, from 
local dignitaries and legal profes-
sionals to volunteer organizations 
and area business people.

Maryhill woman 
lauded for her 

work with child 
victims, witnesses
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A West Montrose-
area family this 
week won a bid to 

preserve a piece of its his-
tory, as Woolwich council 
backed a zoning bylaw 
amendment. The move 
allows the Huck family to 
preserve an 1890s farm-
house on their 19-acre 
property at 610 Katherine 
St. N. 

The family has been re-
storing the house, vacant 
since 1980, for some 20 
years. Father John Huck, 
who lives on an adjacent 
lot, intends to sell the orig-
inal family site to his son 
Brad. The bylaw amend-
ment allows the family to 
build a new home on the 
property while keeping 
the old farmhouse – nor-
mally only one residence 
is permitted on such agri-
culturally zoned lots. 

Under the site-specific 
agreement, the family 
can keep the old house 
as an accessory building 
that can’t be used as a 
residence.

The intent, Brad Huck 
told councillors May 17, 
is strictly to preserve a 
piece of family history 
for future generations.

“We’ve been working for 

the last 20 years to restore 
this place. … Our goal 
is to protect the historic 
aspects of the building,” 
he said. “The current sta-
tus of the house is not for 
day-to-day use. The farm-
house has not been occu-
pied for 25 years.”

The farmhouse would be 
used for five or six family 
functions each year, he 
noted.

Councillors quickly 
endorsed the plan, over-
turning restrictions 
demanded by planning 
staff, which had recom-
mended water and sewer 
services be disconnected 
to prevent the house from 
being used as a residence. 
Staff also suggested a 
new house be built closer 
to Line 86 than the family 
had requested.

Retaining the services, 
Huck argued, would keep 
the old farmhouse intact, 
and allow its use for fam-
ily gatherings.

“If you want to preserve 
this farmhouse, I think 
we should make it pos-
sible for you to do that,” 
agreed Coun. Ruby We-
ber. “I’d like to see the 
water and sewer services 
maintained. I would also 
like to allow the building 
of the new house where 
the applicant wants it to 

DRIVE THROUGH PEDDLE CONFUSION  An elderly Elmira woman escaped unscathed from a single-
vehicle collision at the McDonald’s drive through Monday morning (May 16). According to police, the 
woman inadvertently put her car into reverse while at the pickup window and, when she reached over 
for her purse, hit the gas peddle. Her vehicle jumped a curb and knocked down two menu boards before 
coming to rest. The vehicle sustained moderate damage. No charges were laid.

ON THE MENU

JOE MERLIHAN

At home with history
Woolwich back family’s bid to protect 1890s farmhouse

go.”
Responding to a ques-

tion from Mayor Bill 
Strauss, director of en-
gineering and planning 
Dave Gosnay said main-
taining the services 
would not change the old 
farmhouse’s designation 
as an accessory build-
ing. Nor would it be nec-
essary to add a special 
agreement about having 
only one occupied dwell-
ing on the property.

“Our strongest legal 
tool would in fact be the 
zoning bylaw – it would 
very clearly only allow 
one residence,” he ex-
plained.

If the family was using 
both homes as residenc-
es, the township could 
take them to court for 
contravening the exist-
ing bylaw.

friends, with people they 
meet in the future … in 
becoming citizens of the 
world, not just citizens 
of Elmira or citizens 
of EDSS or Canada,” 
she said. “I think what 
they’ve learned cultural-

ly and about themselves 
is the greatest gift that 
the exchange has given 
them.”

Also involved in the 
exchange was Grade 11 
student Stephanie Shan-
tz, who travelled to Ger-
many.

Switching it up
Continued from page 3
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

L
ong dedicated to 
preserving local 
history, the Wom-
en’s Institute is in 
danger of becom-
ing part of it. 

Once a vibrant organization 
for socially conscious young 
women, the group has seen 
a steady decline as members 
grew older and younger re-
cruits become scarce.

Founded more than a centu-
ry ago, the Women’s Institute 
quickly grew to encompass hun-
dreds of Canadian municipali-
ties. While tea and cake, knit-
ting and sewing were indeed 
part of institute life, the focus 
was on health issues and im-
proving the lot of rural women. 
Active in their communities, 
W.I. chapters provided a range 
of services, often fundraising 
for projects such as restoring 
historic buildings. During the 
fi rst half of the century, mem-
bers contributed hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in goods 
to the war efforts, everything 
from knit clothing and canned 
goods to outfi tting hospitals.

The times were right for it’s 
motto of “For Home and Coun-
try.” But times change, and the 
slogan rings out from another 
era. As so many service clubs 
have discovered, people have 
different priorities and are in-
creasingly hard-pressed to com-
mit their time. As fewer women 
choose a homemaker’s life, jug-
gling career and family take up 
much of their time – the deci-
sion to join a Women’s Institute 
is relegated to the retirement 
years … if it comes at all.

It’s a far cry from 1897 when 
the fi rst Women’s Institute 
opened its doors in Stoney 
Creek, Ontario.

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 
became a crusader for health 
issues after her 14-month-old 
son died from drinking con-
taminated milk. Since then, 
the group has stretched across 
the country, to include 1,257 
branches and more than 18,000 
members in 10 provinces; some 
600 institutes are located in 
Ontario alone, with 12 branch-
es and 260 members in Water-

loo Region. An international 
arm, called the Associated 
Country Women of the World 
– with 365 agencies and nine 
million members – was also es-
tablished in 1933.

The numbers, however, tell 
the story of the Institute’s de-
cline: in 2000, there were 1,521 
branches in Canada, with some 
700 in Ontario. That means that 
some 250 branches nationally 
– including 100 provincially – 
have disbanded in the past fi ve 
years alone. 

In Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships, the number of 
branches once stood at eight, 
but since 1967, that number has 
declined dramatically. Now, 
only three remain: Blooming-
dale, Wellesley and Elmira. 
Other branches in West Mon-
trose, Linwood (1988), Dorking 
(1977), St. Jacobs (2003) and, 
most recently, Winterbourne 
have all disbanded. 

In February 2005, the Win-
terbourne Women’s Institute 
– the oldest group in Waterloo 
Region – decided to call it quits 
after 103 years of operation. 

“We were all in our 70s, 80s and 
90s and there were not enough 
people to take responsibilities 
… [and] transportation was a 
problem,” said Janny Swijters, 
secretary of the Winterbourne 
W.I. and member since 1959. 
“It’s very sad that we had to 
close after so many years, but 
there comes a time that you 
can’t do it anymore. Not enough 
people to take offi ce, to be presi-
dent or whatever.” 

At one point, the Winter-
bourne group had more than 

40 members, but over the 
years, that number dwindled; 
there were only 10 full mem-
bers when the group closed its 
doors. 

Typical of most Women’s Insti-
tutes, the Winterbourne group 
helped their community on a 
number of occasions, including 
the opening of the West Mon-
trose covered bridge in 1954, 
the restoration of a Methodist 
cemetery in Winterbourne in 
1964 and countless smaller, but 
no less important initiatives 
over the years. 

“I’m going to miss it, but there 
comes an end to everything … 
we’ll still try to keep it up as a 
social club.”

With the closure of the Win-
terbourne branch, the Welles-
ley Women’s Institute – found-
ed in 1903 – became the oldest 
Institute in Waterloo Region. 
Their group however – which 
has consisted of some 10 mem-
bers for the last decade – almost 
called it quits this year. 

“They were about to disband 
– but [we] decided to continue 
on for another year,” said Mae 
Baer, long-time member and 
group secretary. “It’s a chal-
lenge to have a program that’s 
interesting.”

Baer joined the Riverside 
Women’s Institute in Guelph 
during the 1950s and was part 
of the now-disbanded Rum-
melhardt Women’s Institute in 
Wilmot Township, before com-
ing to Wellesley in 1994.

To keep the group viable, Baer 
and her colleagues have estab-
lished a strong rural agenda 
with an active interest in local 

affairs. In recent years, they 
have raised funds for a defi -
brillator for the Wellesley fi re 
station, for the old Welllesley 
schoolhouse and supported the 
drive for a satellite health cen-
tre in the village. In addition, 
Baer said they sponsor the am-
bassador for the Wellesley Fall 
Fair and helped to kick-start 
the Wellesley Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival back in 1975. 

Currently, they are planning a 
garage sale on June 30 to raise 
money for the group’s ongoing 
efforts and will be heading to 
the Ontario Agriculture Muse-
um in Milton on May 30 to help 
with upkeep of the Women’s In-
stitute display located there.

Keeping active and relevant 
in the community is the key 
to the organization’s survival, 
she said.

While there are dark times 
indeed for many Women’s In-
stitutes across the country, the 
Bloomingdale Women’s Insti-
tute – which, with 25 members 
is the largest local group – is 
still going strong. The group 
recently celebrated its 55th an-
niversary at Bloomingdale 
United Church May 14. 

About 40 past and present 
members gathered for the 
event, to chat and reminisce 
about the group’s long and co-
lourful history. Irene Weber, 
secretary of the Institute, is the 
only member from Bloomingda-
le who remembers the group’s 
fi rst meeting in 1949; the rest 
have since passed away.

She originally joined as a 
social activity, but she stayed 
for the group’s education and 

health activities.  
“It was nice to get out and meet 

people, because … we wouldn’t 
have met people from different 
backgrounds [and] we’ve had 
great friendships with these 
people,” she said. “It really 
taught me leadership. It taught 
me how to speak in public … 
and of course the educational 
part of it. We have fun times, 
too. We don’t just sit there 
drinking tea and do quilting.”

In her time, she has served 
as president of Bloomingdale, 
treasurer and president of the 
Waterloo District Institute and 
a board director for the provin-
cial Federated Women’s Insti-
tute of Ontario (FWIO).  

“You get a lot out of it, when 
you’re involved,” she said, “I 
think it has just made me more 
confi dent in myself.” 

Weber recalled her years with 
fondness, especially one day in 
1961 when the Bloomingdale 
group served pork and beans 
to then-prime minister John 
Diefenbaker.

“It was a real undertaking be-
cause we got everyone in Bloom-
ingdale involved – not just Wom-
en’s Institute people – because 
there were hundreds of people 
there. It was quite an event.”

Memories of such important 
events – within the Institute 
and community – are orga-
nized into Tweedsmuir his-
tory books, which are part of 
a Women’s Institute drive to 
preserve local history. A his-
tory of the village of Blooming-
dale – along with many other 
local histories – is housed in 
libraries throughout Waterloo 
Region. 

Weber also noted that in recent 
years, regional groups have at-
tempted to reach out to the com-
munity through horse shows, 
conferences, fundraisers and a 
host of other small, but signifi -
cant, events. Prominent among 
these are scholarships for area 
students; based on need and 
merit, the $400 awards for 2005 
were given to two students from 
Cambridge May 5. 

In addition, the group has be-
gun emphasizing the ROSE (Ru-
ral Ontario Sharing Education) 
program, which Elinor Rau, sec-
retary for Woolwich Ever Faith-

An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?An institution no more?
A fi xture of rural life, Women’s Institutes are in decline as membership ages

▼ See FOR page 7

RECORD KEEPING As the Women’s Institutes in Canada struggle with declining membership and aging volunteers, local ladies 
look toward upcoming social and education agendas to hold on to what they have left. From left: Elinor Rau (Woolwich Ever 
Faithful W.I., Elmira), Janny Swijters (Winterbourne W.I.) and Mae Baer (Wellesley W.I.). 
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ful Women’s Institute in Elmira 
hopes will inject some new life 
into their organization. 

 “Our basis is education, but 
the education thesis is chang-
ing,” Rau said. “The [ROSE 
programs] are instrumental in 
another way of reaching out.”

Now in its sixth year, the 
ROSE program – co-spon-
sored by the Ontario Ministry 
of Health and the Women’s 
Health Council – is a province-
wide initiative by Women’s In-
stitutes to educate themselves 
and the public on health issues 
such as Alzheimer’s Disease, 
osteoporosis, breast cancer, 
farm safety, food education and 
drinking water testing, among 
others. 

“All the things that rural and 
urban women are interested 

in,” said Rau.
She noted that the Elmira 

group has not been spared 
the ravages of time afflicting 
other Institutes; currently, 
18 members are enrolled, the 
majority of whom are retired 
women. 

“The gals that are home with 
kids and working, they don’t go 
anymore. It’s not fair to try to 
expect [that],” said Rau. “They 
can’t get people to take office. 
They get older. They have and 
enjoy the meetings, but they 
can’t keep up with the protocol 
and it becomes a little bit of a so-
cial club. You hate to see it go.

“When you see [an] institute 
go, you’ve lost a big plug of his-
tory.”

Rau has been a member of the 
branch for more than 25 years 
and she remembers the old times 

fondly – especially her trips to 
big national conferences, when 
the importance of the Women’s 
Institutes really hit home.

“When you see 500 women 
sitting there [at a conference], 
that’s what really hit me…and 
I thought: ‘every darn one of 
these women was a volunteer,” 
she explained. 

Despite the nationwide de-
cline, Weber remains positive 
about the organization’s fu-
ture.

“It really is sad. They’re try-
ing hard, but I guess there’s a 
lifetime to things. I don’t like 
to think of it declining, I think: 
look after the members that 
we have, so that we keep them 
interested and they keep com-
ing,” said Weber. “If you dwell 
on the [negative], you miss 
what’s good in front of you.”

for home and country
Continued from page 6

RICHARD VIVIAN

CELEBRATING 55 YEARS  Last Saturday (May 16), the Bloomingdale Women’s 
Institute hosted a social gathering to recognize its 55th anniversary. Among the 
current and former members – mixed with some neighbouring WI participants – were 
(from left) chapter president Emilie Klages, the eldest member Dorothy Elliott and 
charter member Irene Weber.
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Harrison didn’t believe. None of us believed. And then  
of course, we were all wrong.

Actor Anthony Daniels (C-3PO) recalls working on the 
original Star Wars movie, where none of the cast thought 
much of its chances for success.

» A May 2-4 ritual
Beach, beer and barbecue -- Queen 
Victoria would not be amused with 
the things we do during the holiday 
bearing her name, but this weekend 
marks a right of passage for Canadi-
ans. Enjoy the first long weekend of 
“summer.”

» Just take the blame
Former cabinet minister Alfonso Ga-
gliano, hardly an impartial witness 
in the sponsorship scandal, added a 
motion to Jean Chrétien’s calling for 
the ouster of Justice Gomery. Both 
efforts are completely self serving, 
and undermine their credibility.

» Out of sight, out of mind?
Canadians, largely complacent about 
AIDS figures, got another shocking 
reminder about the disease’s impact 
on Africa: 44% of deaths in South Af-
rica in 2004 – 310,000 people – were 
linked to HIV/AIDS. The numbers war-
rant more Western donations.

Reformers don’t need Stronach’s kind
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Seeing double in 
sponsorship debacle

It’s good riddance to 
that Stronach woman 
– the Reformers don’t 

need her kind in a party 
that’s out to get rid of the 
undesirable elements in 
this great country. Her 
takin’ a cabinet position 
means she’s got no prob-
lem with the graft, nor 
with the Liberals who is 
the king of the grafters.

Still, the timin’ sure was 
an awful slap in the face 
to Stephen Harper, right 
on the verge of that budget 
vote – hell, as you’re read-
in’ this the government 
might already be finished 
with, and we could be get-
tin’ set for another vote. 
If we’re lucky, enough of 
them MPs had the good 
sense to vote against them 
Martin bums.

You can bet they was 
promisin’ the world to 
hang onto power before 
the vote on Thursday – I 
hope we got extra reason 
to be celebratin’ this long 
weekend.

I seen how the party is 
ready for an election, ma-
kin’ sure that folks – even 
the slowest kind who don’t 
read so good in this coun-
try – know the Liberals is 
the lowest kind of politi-
cians. Martin and his ilk 
is callin’ for things to be 
more nicey-nice in Par-

liament, but that’s only 
on account of them not 
wanting to hear people 
talk about them being li-
ars and crooks out to steal 
money from hardworkin’ 
taxpayers – that sure ain’t 
the highroad.

TIME TO HELP U.S. SHOW 
TERRORISTS WHO’S BOSS
One thing I’m happy 

about is that the govern-
ment is takin’ less of a 
pantywaist position on 
them lawless and God-
less types of Iran. On top 
of bein’ the kind of place 
it is, they were the ones 
that killed that photogra-
pher woman who lived in 
Canada just because she 
was takin’ pictures of all 
their bad deeds.

Back in the good times, 
we had the kind of forces 
that could teach them 
wrongdoers a lesson or 
two. Now we should be 
backin’ the U.S., where 
President Bush knows 
Iran is a member of that 
axis of evil – they already 
put a hurtin’ on Saddam, 
so they should continue 
the job on the others who 
don’t know what’s right.

Maybe the Liberals is 
talkin’ tough, but you 
know with Stephen Harp-
er as prime minister that 
we’d be showin’ our less-
ers who’s got right on 
their side.

Only bleedin’ hearts and 
nancy boys think you can 
beat terrorism by goin’ 
soft on the evil SOBs that 
do them crimes. That just 
ain’t cuttin’ it – you got to 
use discipline in the hard-
est way to make ‘em see 
the light. They ain’t got 
the brains God gave the 
dairy herd, so you gotta 
lead the way for ‘em.

TAKIN’ RESPONSIBILITY
Speakin’ of them that 

can’t think for them-
selves, I’m gettin’ more 
and more ticked with 
folks on TV handin’ out 
advice on everything un-
der the sun. What kind of 
numbskull goes on TV to 
figure out what’s wrong 
with their life? Worse yet, 
who watches them shows 
thinkin’ they’re gonna get 
some answers?

The wife is forever get-
tin’ me hot under the col-
lar with that Dr. Phil fel-

la. I wouldn’t trust them 
types with doin’ a proper 
job of walkin’ my dog – I 
sure as Hades wouldn’t go 
changin’ anythin’ in my 
life just because some 
words came out of their 
overfed mouth.

If you’re out there 
watchin’ that crap, let me 
put you straight: folks on 
those shows – guests and 
“experts” alike – don’t 
know their own behinds 
from a hole in the ground. 
They’re all detached from 
reality. And they sure 
aren’t gonna help nobody.

I don’t hold with none 
of them “reality” shows, 
neither. I don’t find ‘em 
entertainin’, but there’s 
more useful stuff goin’ 
on watchin’ people eat 
bugs and whatnot than 
listenin’ to somebody 
blubber on about how life 
ain’t fair, or that her hus-
band don’t pay enough 
attention to her so that’s 
why she weighs in at 600 
pounds. In them cases, 
the reality is that you’re 
fat and lazy – you don’t 
need some boring fella to 
tell you that. The problem 
is, however, that them 
“experts” on the TV ain’t 
tellin’ you that: they’re 
makin’ excuses for you 
– everyone wants to take 
the easy way out.

Three times for
two hatters

MPP Ted Arnott’s attempts to protect rural, 
volunteer-dependent fire departments got a 
boost in recent weeks from both Woolwich 

and Wellesley townships.
Although his previous bills were shot down, the result 

of the urban-rural divide at Queen’s Park, he’s still go-
ing to bat for his third private member’s bill

As with previous go-rounds, the union representing 
full-time firefighters is the main opponent to the bill. 

There are merits to the unions’ opposition—they ar-
gue firefighters who answer calls with a volunteer force 
may be overtired, posing a safety risk to residents and 
coworkers when responding to emergencies at their 
full-time jobs—the underlying theme is one of control: 
the unions want to dictate terms to their memberships. 
This divide exists despite opposition from within the 
ranks, as some members want to continue the prac-
tice.

Woolwich and Wellesley have argued that eliminating 
the full-timers from the roster would have a negative 
impact on their small departments.

In many cases, the participation of full-time firefight-
ers from the larger departments (predominantly Kitch-
ener and Waterloo) brings much-appreciated expertise 
to practice sessions. Often, these firefighters are used 
as training officers as the local departments tap into 
the wider resource.

The McGuinty government, continually stressing the 
importance of rural communities, could easily settle 
this drawn-out affair.

Caught with their hands in the cookie jar, the 
federal Liberals scrambled this week to in-
crease the intensity of their damage control 
efforts. To that end, the prime minister un-

veiled a new strategy – better ethics.
Admitting his government had made mistakes, he 

called on the public (i.e. the opposition and media) to 
turn down the heat, to focus more on solutions rather 
than on past transgressions. 

“In an organization as large as the Government of Can-
ada mistakes are made, every day. Always have been. 
Always will be. Governments should be judged not on 
whether mistakes are made, but on how problems and 
mistakes are identified and how they are corrected.”

Paul Martin? No, Jean Chrétien in a speech almost 
three years ago to the day. More than two years before 
we elected a minority Liberal government. And well be-
fore the scenario that played out this week.

As it was then, the sentiment is a good one to this very 
day. But it remains clear the action plan both Chrétien 
and Martin proposed is more about deflecting criticism 
than solving corruption in government.

Chrétien’s comments about mistakes being made are 
equally applicable to acts of self-interest, greed and pa-
tronage: always have been, always will be.

Martin has talked ceaselessly about setting new stan-
dards, and changing the way we’re governed – all to no 
avail thus far. 

Canadians have come to expect a large dose of self-in-
terest and graft from politicians and senior bureaucrats. 
The public takes for granted such things. But that is not 
to say they like it – any time it becomes blatant, as it did 
in the sponsorship scandal in Quebec, the masses are 
understandably miffed … today as we were then.

La plus ca change …
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is your favourite
tradition for the

May 24 weekend?”
Tracy
Hilker

“Getting my 
f l o w e r b e d s 
done. It’s the 
right time of 
year.”

Angela
Guerrero

“Going up to my 
cottage on Lake 
Erie.”

Jill
Potwarka

“Hanging out 
with friends. I 
think I’m going 
camping.”

John
Klassen

“Just hanging 
out with friends 
back home in 
Chatham.”

��������

������������������

�������������������
��������������������

Queen is a nice lady, but there’s no need to keep her around

JUDGED #1 FOR OPINION PAGES AND COMMUNITY 
NEWS IN CIRCULATION CLASS 6,500-12,499

“PSSST... MR. ALBRECHT... NOW THAT YOU’RE AN OFFICIAL
CANDIDATE, I MAY HAVE A BETTER OFFER FOR YOU...”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Voters’s choice is the 
lesser of two evils

▼ See CANADIANS page 10

We all know about 
Dick Whitting-
ton and his Cat, 

who went up to London 
town to meet the Queen. 
He ended up serving 
three terms as Lord May-
or of London: 1397-99, 
1406-07, and 1419-20. He 
died in 1423.

So, you see, this scrib-
bler and his kitten (my 
blissful wife of seven 
years) are in Saskatche-
wan to meet Good Queen 
Bess. When everyone 
thinks Boo-Linda Stro-
nach rules all the head-
lines.

The first time I met Our 
Queen was some 20 years 
ago aboard her Royal 
yacht Britannia an-
chored in Victoria har-
bour beneath the sainted 
Empress Hotel, where 
they’ve been serving for 
decades afternoon tea 
and crumpets to Ameri-
can tourists who think 
they’ve died and gone to 
heaven.

Our Queen had invited 
on board the ink-stained 

wretches of the pencil 
press and, in our chat, I 
was instantly surprised 
at two things. First, at 
how small she was – you 
never get that from TV 
(her sister Princess Mar-
garet was four-foot-elev-
en). Secondly, you never 
get that from TV, that 
famous English peaches-
and-cream complexion 
– a most attractive wom-
an.

The scribbler had writ-
ten in the local paper 
that morning a scath-
ing critique of the hacks 
from London tabloids 
who trolled the Royals in 
hopes of a weekly salary. 
Prince Philip had read 
it and, introduced to the 
author, laughed his head 
off. He hates the press, 
of course, as his dim son 
does also, as he has just 
proven at a Swiss ski re-
sort, not knowing there 
are such things as boom 
mikes.

The scribbler had once 
in his ill-spent youth 
been eking out a living 

on Fleet Street, while 
starving to death, and 
had figured out what 
kept the English class 
system alive. It was two 
things. The first was the 
Saturday football pools. 
The second was following 
the antics of the Royals 
through the 10 London 
papers.

Which, as we all sor-
rowfully now know, was 
a dysfunctional family 
somewhat out of Desper-
ate Housewives, moving 
from toe-sucked Fergie 
and consecutive divorces 
down to Prince Harry go-
ing to a costume party 
dressed as a Nazi.

The next time the scrib-
bler saw Our Queen was 
at St. Paul’s  Cathedral, 
being seated in the press 
row above the altar, her-
self being a mere 20 feet 
below. And struck how 

glum she looked through-
out the ceremony, not 
what one would think 
the mother of the proud 
groom with his lovely 
young bride would re-
flect.

In retrospect, of course, 
over what happened to 
that tragic coupling, one 
thinks her glumness in-
dicated she thought it a 
mistake from the start 
– her husband ordering 
their 40-ish son (an heir 
to the throne an impera-
tive) to marry the only 
remaining virgin in the 
United Kingdom.

And so to Saskatoon, for 
the two-hour CBC tele-
vised gala before 11,000 
guests with Her Majesty 
greeting all the celebrat-
ed children born in Sas-
katchewan – Joni Mitch-
ell, Gordie Howe, TV’s 
Pamela Wallen, now our 

Consul-General in New 
York, and ahem, a scrib-
bler.

The kitten and I then 
retreat to Regina for a 
reception for the official 
opening of the Govern-
ment House Heritage 
Property Centennial 
Project by Her Majesty 
The Queen.

The instructions: “If an 
opportunity arises and 
you are presented to The 
Queen, gentlemen may 
choose to bow (simply a 
neck bow, no more than 
a nod), and ladies may 
choose to curtsy (the 
right foot placed behind 
the left heel and the knees 
bent slightly). Should Her 
Majesty choose to shake 
hands, she will offer her 
hand first. The Queen is 
addressed as ‘Your Maj-
esty,’ then as ‘Ma’am”

This is all very droll. 
But this is 2005. What is 
this supposedly-civilized 
and very-well educated 
country doing paying 
obeisance to a nice lady 
who lives in a castle 

far away across a large 
ocean.

As this scribbler has 
been complaining for too 
many years, why do we 
have a foreigner adorn-
ing our coinage. Would 
any of our partners 
– France, Germany, Mex-
ico even, the Yanks – put 
up with that? Why are 
we told to put which foot 
behind the other foot by 
a family that can’t even 
run its own family?

Will this country ever 
grow up? When an un-
elected governor-general 
in the fastness of Rideau 
Hall is supposedly al-
lowed to decide, in 2005, 
which of the screwballs 
in Parliament will rule?
QUOTE OF THE 

WEEK: Bob Runciman, 
a former Mike Harris 
cabinet minister and still 
a Conservative MPP at 
Queen’s Park, on Belinda 
Stronach: “I think she’s 
sort of defined herself as 
something of a dipstick 
– an attractive one – but 
still a dipstick.”

YOU ARE READING THE #1 OPINION SECTION IN ONTARIO

To the Editor,
Political pundits have 

misdiagnosed the elec-
tion fever gripping the 
nation, pointing to the 
sponsorship scandal as 
the culprit.

In truth, the scandal is 
an excuse for an election, 
something the majority 
of Canadians don’t want: 
why even bother when 
it simply boils down to 
choosing the lesser of two 
evils?

With most Canucks stay-
ing away from the polls 
anyway, the so-called 
democratic process has 
become a sham as the 
“winner” ends up ruling 
with 30-something per 
cent of eligible voters on 
their side, hardly a rous-
ing endorsement.

The apathy and cynicism 
surrounding the electoral 
process is easily under-
stood as Paul, clinging 
by the skin of his teeth to 
power, climbs in bed with 
Jack, hardly a same-party 
marriage, as Layton asks 
for no corporate tax cuts 
for those who provide the 
jobs for the folks the NDP 
supposedly champions.

Then again, let’s not be 
too hard on our would-be 
leaders as they squirm 
to come out on top, for 
politics by its very nature 
is a corrupt institution, 
spending billions of some-
one else’s money without 
regard to the profit motive 
which is the life’s breath 
of the business communi-
ty. Mix in human beings 
and you have the ingre-
dients for fraud whether 
Liberal, Conservative, 
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P3s: Politicians Pandering to Profits

Canadians fed up with 
political posturing

Continued from page 9

After the drubbing 
he took following 
last year’s provin-

cial budget, Dalton Mc-
Guinty probably thinks he 
got away with something 
last week. But, by official-
ly adopting the Harrisites’ 
view on privatization – 
that the only thing wrong 
with public services is that 
no one is making a profit 
off them – McGuinty is 
reinforcing his status as a 
world record holder in the 
underappreciated sport of 
promise-breaking.

Back when he was 
leader of the opposition, 
McGuinty couldn’t have 
been clearer about where 

he stood on so-called pub-
lic-private partnerships 
(P3s), particularly in 
health care. 

“I stand against the 
Americanization of our 
hospitals,” he declared at 
a campaign stop in Kitch-
ener. The Liberal platform 
called for the passage of 
a “Commitment to Medi-
care Act that will make 
universal, public medi-
care the law in Ontario. 
The Harris-Eves govern-
ment is opening the way to 
private MRI and CT clin-
ics and private hospitals. 
As the Romanow Commis-
sion proved, privatization 
is a step backward. We 

will end the Harris-Eves 
agenda of creeping priva-
tization.”

When the Tories were in 
power, McGuinty claimed 
to oppose their attempts to 
tie desperately needed new 
hospitals to privatization. 

“We believe in public 
ownership and public fi-
nancing. I will take these 
hospitals and bring them 
inside the public sector,” 
McGuinty promised in 
May 2003. It took the Lib-

erals only a few months in 
office to discover that they 
too loved the idea of turn-
ing public assets over to 
the private sector. 

In January 2004, Health 
Minister George Smither-
man announced that the 
Tories’ P3 hospitals would 
go ahead with only minor 
changes in the financing 
structure. Instead of the 
government leasing the 
hospitals from the corpo-
rations that built them, 

the corporations would 
nominally turn over the 
title to the province and 
receive “mortgage pay-
ments” instead of lease 
payments. At the carnival, 
this technique is known as 
a shell game.

The Ontario Council of 
Hospital Unions alleged 
last year that the Liberals 
were planning not only to 
go ahead with the Tories’ 
private hospitals, but to 
engage in wholesale priva-
tization of the health care 
system. “It’s pretty dis-
heartening that it was the 
party that campaigned 
against them that’s ush-
ering in not just two, but 
possibly another six, and 
(leading) the entire sys-
tem to privatization,” said 
council president Michael 
Hurley. 

“Over the course of the 
next 10 years, pretty much 
every hospital in Ontario 
will be rebuilt, and rebuilt 
as a P3, which means the 
entire hospital system will 
move over to private own-
ership,” Hurley warned. 
At the time, Smitherman 
called these accusations 
“quite preposterous.”

Just over a year later, the 
preposterous has become 
policy. Infrastructure 
Minister David Caplan 
announced last week that 
“We intend to vigorously 
pursue opportunities to 
partner with the private 
sector in the delivery and 
financing of public infra-
structure.” 

He added that “It’s not a 
code phrase for privatiz-
ing public services. It is a 
strategy for building more 
public infrastructure, 
and importantly, build-
ing it faster.” (I’d have to 
agree. It’s not a code word 
for privatization at all, be-
cause they didn’t bother to 
put it in code). In his best 
“make me an offer” suit, 
Caplan promised that the 
government would “at 
least entertain” any offer 
from the private sector to 
take over the building and 
operation of infrastruc-
ture from the govern-
ment. 

The Liberal budget put 
some meat on the bones of 
Caplan’s announcement, 
setting out a five-year plan 
to hand over the rights to 
build more than $100 bil-
lion worth of infrastruc-
ture, including roads and 
bridges, public transit sys-
tems, and new hospitals, 
schools and courthouses. 

The thing is, having the 
private sector control pub-
lic infrastructure isn’t 
cheaper; it just helps the 
government look like it’s 
not running a deficit by 
taking the money off its 
books. In fact, countless 
studies in Canada, the U.S. 
and Europe have proven 
that P3s are more expen-
sive, because of the need 
to build in a profit for the 

private-sector partner and 
also because of increased 
borrowing costs (for ex-
ample, Nova Scotia MLA 
Eileen O’Connell revealed 
that Scotia Learning was 
borrowing at a rate of 
6.22% when it built new 
schools, while the provin-
cial government could 
have borrowed at 5.6% 
– leading to $3.5 million in 
additional interest costs).

“Government can bor-
row that money and will 
pay a much lower interest 
rate than a private compa-
ny will pay, and you don’t 
have a 15-per-cent profit 
taken off the bill as well,” 
charged NDP leader How-
ard Hampton. 

Small wonder that for-
mer Tory finance minister 
Jim Flaherty was gloating 
about the Liberals’ rever-
sal in the legislature last 
week.

Not only have the Liber-
als adopted the Conserva-
tives’ policy in favour of 
privatization, but they’ve 
also adopted their prede-
cessor’s habit of fear-mon-
gering as a means of chal-
lenging any opposition to 
P3s. 

In response to a question 
from Hampton last week, 
McGuinty alleged that 
“The leader of the NDP, if 
he had his way, as I under-
stand it, would shut those 
hospitals down and de-
prive those communities 
of that important health 
care service. That may be 
his approach, but that is 
not our approach.” 

Caplan echoed this hy-
perbole by claiming that, 
“the alternative is we con-
tinue to decline.” 

No, the alternative is act-
ing in the public interest. 
The alternative is keeping 
your promises.
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COME SEE US IN OUR BRAND NEW FACILIT Y!

VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com
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NDP or Bloc.
The tragedy of the up-

coming election is that 
our elected insist on per-
petuating the belief that 
there is something special 
about those who hold high 
office, something ethereal, 
practically spiritual, when 
our eyes and ears tell us 
differently. Look upon 
the gathering commonly 
called Parliament to see a 
sandbox scuffle amongst 
children vying for the big-
gest castle. 

We, Canadians, stand on 
the sidelines watching the 
game for a while and then 
turning away to pursue 
matters that really mat-
ter. The youth are disil-
lusioned, fed up with lies, 
fed up with being told they 
(politicians) have our best 
interests at heart when 
power seems to be their 
goal. We have a brain, too, 
Ottawa.

Jim Newton
New Dundee
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Wellesley agrees to $5.59 per tonne Real estate market continues its growth Strauss gets proxy to hydro meeting

RICHARD VIVIAN
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Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario. Annual
dividend rate is equal to the monthly average of the Government of Canada 5-year benchmark yield
for bond plus 1%. Payment of dividends is not guaranteed. Please see the offering statement for details.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601 |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

MSCU Investment Shares

Invest in the strength of
your credit union.

Available for a limited time.

A tradition of trust.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Unable to find the kind 
of natural bodycare 
products she’d been 
looking for, Conesto-

go’s Celeste Alles took it upon 
herself to make sure others 
didn’t find themselves in the 
same situation. Last fall, she 
opened Glow Cosmetic Kitchen 
in the settlement and now splits 
her time between running the 
store and developing her own 
line of products.

“If you don’t want to put it on a 
spoon and put it in your mouth, 
you definitely shouldn’t be put-
ting it on your body, because 
it’s going to the same place: 
into your bloodstream,” Alles 
told the Observer.

“Your skin is actually a mech-
anism that transfers what 
you put on it internally. A lot 
of medications now come as 
patches because they know 
the skin is a good facilitator of 
what you put on it.”

The store – modeled after a 
1950s kitchen, including stove 
and fridge display cases – car-
ries a range of bodycare mer-
chandise, including soaps, 
shampoos, massage bars, bath 
salts and belly butter. Insect 
repellents, sunscreens and 
other natural products are also 
available.

While many of the more-
popular products are whipped 
up in her kitchen or labora-

Developing a healthy Glow
If you’re not willing to eat it, you don’t want to wear it, says shop owner

tory – which, along with the 
store are based out of her home 
– Glow features several outside 
brands, mostly from Canadian 
creators.

Having long been interested 
in aromatherapy and related 
nutritional sciences, Alles first 
decided to develop her own line 
of products after her son Ash-
ton was born. Newborn babies, 
she explained, are covered with 
a sticky coating that makes 
it difficult to wipe away dirt 
and grime. To alleviate that, 
doctors generally recommend 
newborns spend their first few 
days in the world with a coat-
ing of Vaseline.

“I couldn’t do that, so I put 
olive oil on him and I went 
searching for baby products 
and there wasn’t a whole lot in 
this area that I could find,” she 
said, noting Vaseline is petro-
leum-based and not something 
she wanted Ashton to wear.

“Sometimes babies get dry 
skin soon after they’re born, 
just because they were im-
mersed in water for so long. 
And to massage the child is 
a very healthy communica-
tion between the mother and 
child.”

From there, ideas just kept 
flowing and new bodycare cre-
ations followed.

“You have to be aware of safe-
ty precautions with pregnant 
women and children: what oils 
can and cannot be used, and 
how oils effect the skin and 

your mood,” explained Alles, 
who has taken several courses 
in aromatherapy.

“All of my recipes are based 
on food,” she said, referring to 
product scents such as key lime 
and vanilla, which are keeping 
inline with the store’s kitchen 
theme. 

“A kitchen is warm and com-

forting. A lot of remedies, a 
long time ago, were made by 
mothers in their kitchens.”

Since opening, business has 
blossomed, she noted. As a re-
sult, she’s had to enlist some 
assistance – mostly from fam-
ily members – with both run-
ning the store and mixing 
Glow-brand products.

“I’ve had an excellent re-
sponse from customers. … 
Switching from conventional 
bodycare to natural [products] 
is so much milder on your skin, 
so your skin improves,” she 
said. “Gifts are very popular. 
I have people who come in and 
say they got a gift from here and 
they love it, it’s just so fresh.”

Meeting Tuesday, Wellesley council awarded this year’s gravel tender to 
Joe Kerr Ltd. Councillors agreed to purchase the road cover at $5.59 per 
tonne. Approved in the 2005 budget, Wellesley plans to spend $245,000 
on gravel this year.

The demand for resale homes in this area – the Kitchener Census Met-
ropolitan Area – is expected to hit record levels in 2005, according a new 
report from CMHC. The average resale price is expected to rise by 6.5 per 
cent. Total new housing starts are pegged at 3,780 units.

Meeting May 17, Woolwich councillors appointed Mayor Bill Strauss as 
proxy at the annual meeting of shareholders of the Waterloo North Hydro 
Holding Corporation. The meeting is set for May 26. The Township owns 
20 per cent of the utility.

GOING NATURAL Conestogo’s Celeste Alles recently opened Glow Cosmetic Kitchen, which features her own line of natural 
bodycare products.
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Out to prove that tin is 
their metal of choice, 
athletes from Elmira 
District Secondary 

School will hit the pool, trails 
and streets of Elmira May 30. 
There, they’ll take on competi-
tors as part of the second annual 
“tinman” triathlon.

Some 200 athletes from more 
than 10 public and Catholic sec-
ondary schools across Waterloo 
Region will take part in the an-
nual event – up from 60 partici-
pants in 2004. 

“This is a lot – I think the word 
got around. I think some teachers 
took some interest for their fit-
ness classes,” said organizer Lau-
rie Murray. She noted that EDSS 
itself will send 41 athletes to test 
their endurance.

“It’s so convenient for them be-
cause they are right here,” she 
said. “A lot of these kids will 
just go out and try it. It’s short in 
comparison to the [full] triathlon 
… all of these kids are running 
track right now and on the swim 
team.”

Murray added that it generally 
takes four to six weeks to get into 
shape for the competition. 

Divided into 11 divisions – ju-
nior/senior girls and boys single 
as well as relay groups – par-
ticipants will start out at 11:30 
a.m. with a 375-metre swim (15 
lengths) at the Elmira Pool; from 
there, they hop on their bicycles 
and head down to the Kissing 
Bridge trail for a 15-kilometre 
ride. After heading to Northfield 
Drive, they swing around and 
come back to Floradale Road, 
where they reverse course and 
ride back to the former raceway 
property on Snyder. 

Going the 
distance 
for tin

Athletes gearing
up for second

annual triathlon 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There was little room for parking 
at Breslau Mennonite Church 
last Saturday (May 14), as the 
congregation hosted its second 

annual Streetzone Ball Hockey Tour-
nament. A dozen youth teams from 
throughout the surrounding area con-
verged on the parking lot-turned-road-
rink to see who would stand atop the 
competition in three age divisions.

In the end, the Woolwich Daredevils 
took the junior division trophy, the 
Timberwolves earned the intermediate 
title and the senior championship went 

Road hockey
rally in Breslau

Streetzone Ball Hockey Tournament sees a dozen squads
to the Fergus All-Stars.

“I think it went quite well. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves … we didn’t 
really have any problems,” said Dan Sny-
der, a member of the tournament commit-
tee. “Everybody that we generally talked 
to said they’d be back next year, if they 
can.

“We had two really close games for the 
finals,” he added.

This year’s turnout was a little lower 
than in its inaugural year – 12 teams in-
stead of 14 – but that didn’t seem to impact 
the tournament’s flow. Teams (four partic-
ipants on each) played round-robin games 
throughout much of the day, with the top 
two squads in each division pitted against 

one another for the finals.
Three teams competed for junior glo-

ry, while the intermediate division saw 
five squads and the seniors drew four 
contenders.

“There were some really good teams 
and there were some teams who were 
just there having fun. Everyone seemed 
to get along,” commented Snyder. “My 
youngest son played and they got out-
scored in the tournament, I think, 35-1 
and his whole team was still real gung-
ho to come next year. They weren’t 
down at all about it.”

The decrease in participation, he add-
ed, was simply a matter of how the age 

▼ See BRESLAU page 16 ▼ See 200 page 13

There will be no Breslau representation in the South Perth Men’s Fastball 
League this season. The SK Sox disbanded over the winter break. Area 
players looking to keep up their fastball skills have spread out amongst 
other teams in the league. 

Local clubs are leading the charge as the South Perth Men’s Fastball 
League gets up and running for another season. Both the Elmira Cubs and 
Juniors won their home openers last Sunday; 3-2 over Bridgeport and 2-1 
over Tavistock respectively. 

There will be some local representation at the Canada Summer Games 
this time around. Last weekend, Swim Ontario named former Elmira 
Aquaducks Laura Kendall and Brittany Scott to its team of able-bodied 
females. The games will be held in Regina this August.

RICHARD VIVIAN

JUNIOR TITLE HOLDERS  The Woolwich Daredevils went undefeated to claim the Junior division championship at the Streetzone Ball Hockey Tournament hosted 
by Breslau Mennonite Church last Saturday (May 16). From left; Wes Martin, 9, Mackenzie Shantz, 9, Brady Erb, 9, and Bobby Sutherland, 8.
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Don’t fence me in: hunters easily outwit the lowly turkey

For Township of Wellesley Residents
2005 RESIDENTIAL LARGE ITEM COLLECTION

The Region of Waterloo is providing Wellesley Township
residents with an opportunity to properly dispose of their
unwanted large items.

Separate collection will occur on:
May 30 & 31

October 17 & 18
Please place your items at the curb by 7:00 am on your
garbage day.  Items placed after 7:00 am on your collection
day may not be collected.  Any items not collected should be
removed from the curb immediately.
Any loose material must be bundled in 3’ lengths and weigh
less than 50 lbs.

Look in the green section of your local
telephone books for detailed
Waste Management Information.

Any loose material must be bundled in 3 foot
lengths and weigh less than 50lbs.

Examples of collectable items:
� Air Conditioners
� Dehumidifiers
� Stoves
� Refrigerators
� Couches
� Chairs
� Televisions

Examples of non-collectable items:
� Automotive Parts, Tires
� Concrete
� Fence Posts
� Construction, Demolition and 

Renovation Materials
� Propane Tanks 
� Batteries

Please call the Waste Management 
Customer Service Line at

883-5100
for more information
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LOBSTERFEST
24TH ANNUAL ELMIRA KIWANIS

Saturday, 
May 28th

Dinner & Dance

7:00 - 1:00PM all for $40.00

Fresh 1 1/2lb. Shediac Lobster 
and Prime Rib complete with 
Salads, Baked Beans, Potato 

Salad, Pie and Beverage

EARLY BIRD 
SPECIAL!

Same as above 
$30.00 - Dinner Only

5:00PM SITTING

LION’S HALL, ELMIRA
   669-3658 (days)
   669-5298 (evenings)

FOR TICKETS 
OR INFO, CALL:

ALL INCLUSIVE

Dismounting, triath-
letes begin a five-kilome-
tre run, heading up First 
Street to Barnswallow 
Drive and down Whip-
poorwill Drive before re-
turning to EDSS. There 
is little time for breaks 
between each event. 

“The clock starts when 
you start your swim and 
doesn’t end until you fin-
ish your run. So what-
ever time you take to 
change or get your shoes 
is included in the entire 
event,” said Murray. “So 

200 students to “tri” their hand at event
if it’s warm enough, peo-
ple don’t change.”

Winners will receive a 
ribbon for their efforts. 

“The idea of it is fun and 
fitness – stressing par-
ticipation. We definitely 
acknowledge the winners 
and losers, but we don’t 
acknowledge the overall 
winners.”

Dubbed “tinman” the 
event is intended to emu-
late the famous “iron-
man” triathlon – but on 
a smaller scale. The full 
ironman includes a 3.8-
km swim, 80-km bike ride 

and a 42-km marathon; 
the Olympic triathlon, by 
comparison has a 1.5-km 
swim, 40-km cycle and 10-
km running events. 

The triathlon was re-
vived last year after an 
eight year hiatus; Mur-
ray said the event, which 
began in the mid-1980s 
gradually faded away 
until it was disbanded in 
1997. 

“Megan Seiling who was 
president of the student 
council wanted to get it 
up and going again,” said 
Murray. “And then we 

just sort of got it going 
again last year.”

An estimated 25 partici-
pants from EDSS came 
out in 2004. 

For their $25 registra-
tion fee, each athlete will 
receive a t-shirt and food 
after the event. Proceeds 
will go to fund student 
activities. Registration 
closed May 10. 

The event kicks off at 
11:30 a.m. at the Elmira 
Pool and will continue 
until 3:30 p.m. For more 
information, contact 669-
5414. 

Continued from page 12

If you listen to hunters, 
they’ll tell you that 
there’s no creature 

smarter than a wild tur-
key.

Well, I’d suggest that a 
garden slug comes close.  

Consider, for instance, 
my last encounter with a 
big, mature gobbler. 

The night before, my 
buddy and I figured out 
where the bird was roost-
ing by walking through 
the woods and calling 
with a crow call. Inevita-
bly, the gobbler sounded 
off, because turkeys are 
so intelligent that they’ll 
involuntarily respond to 
a crow call, as well as a 
train whistle, the hoot of 

an owl, or even the slam-
ming of a car door. They 
can’t help themselves.

The end result was that 
the big old Tom gave away 
his position, thereby seal-
ing his fate for the morn-
ing hunt.

When we rose at 4:30 
a.m., skipped breakfast 
and stumbled into the 
thick woods in the dark, 
I felt smugly superior to 
that stupid bird. Even 
as I sat on the cold damp 
ground, with mosqui-
toes buzzing around my 
head and the rough bark 
of a gnarled old maple 
prodding me in the back, 
I knew that I was the 
smartest thing in the 

woods. Which, given the 
circumstances, probably 
wasn’t saying much.

When legal hunting time 
was upon us we began to 
call that bird by imitat-
ing a sexy, lonesome hen, 
desperately in need of 
breeding. I know that if 
someone imitated a hu-
man female pleading like 
this I’d be the first one to 
drop everything and run 
over to offer immediate 
assistance, so it seemed 
like a sound plan.

The end result was that 
this gobbler, not a genius, 
did exactly what I would 
have done. He quickly re-
sponded with a call that 
essentially said, “Hold 
on darling! I’ll be right 
over.” Then, I believe, he 
combed the food out of his 
beard, sucked in his gut, 
and had himself a breath 
mint.

The next few minutes 
were more of the same, 
each time we called, the 
gobbler responded from 

an even closer position. 
He was literally tripping 
over himself to get to us. 
I almost felt guilty about 
using my superior intel-
lect to fool such a dumb 
bird.

But when he got to about 
100 yards away, he showed 
me how absolutely stupid 
he could be.

Suddenly, he was con-
fronted by a low page 
wire fence. One we hadn’t 
noticed the night before. 
Now, let me begin by say-
ing that Arthur Carlson 
was right: turkeys can 
and often do fly. But when 
faced with obstacles like 
fences or creeks, turkeys 
invariably forget about 
this God-given talent. In-
stead they’ll mill up and 
down the fence complete-
ly confounded about what 
to do next. This is not the 
mark of a superior life 
form.

The worst part was that 
the beat up old fence was 
low enough that he could 
have hopped over it. He 
might even have been 
able to squeeze through 

the page wire openings. 
And to add insult to inju-
ry, there was a 10-foot gap 
in the fence complete with 
gate posts a mere 50 yards 
down the line. Sadly, he 
didn’t take advantage of 
any of these options. 

He just ran up and down 
the fence gobbling excus-
es until another hen on 
his side of the fence led 
him away.

As we got up, my buddy 
and I looked at each oth-
er and shook our heads. 
“Man, what a stupid 
bird,” I whispered.

Later that morning, and 
since we were on private 
property, we moved in on a 
group of birds in a distant 
field. But then we were 
confronted by another 
page wire fence as well as 
a private property sign. 

Though we could have 
hopped over it, or even 
snuck through the gaps 
in the page wire, we just 
milled along it for a min-
ute and then sat down 
and called, completely 
confounded about what to 
do next …
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www.stjacobs.com

 (519) 747-1830

FARMERS'
MARKETS

St. Jacobs

Everything you love
about the St. Jacobs
Farmers’ Markets,
now you can enjoy

on Sunday too!

Check Market Events at

Sun. 10-4, Sat. 7-2

Located on the west side of Weber Street,
 across from St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market

Opening Day Special Activities:
•Face Painting•Petting Zoo with baby kangaroo

•Pony Rides•Magician•Square Dancing Performances

Opening Day, Sunday May 22

NEW

Market

Sunday Market
GRAND OPENING

Sunday, June 12, 2005

Sale Prices in Effect May 21-28, 2005

Ontario’s Growing Co-operatives

Waterloo-Oxford Co-operative, 21 Church St. W, Elmira  519-669-5475
Store Hours: Monday-Wednesday: 8am-6pm Thursday-Friday: 8am-8pm, Saturday: 8am-5pm

Super Garden Centre Specials

Don’t forget! Our Garden Centre
is open Victoria Day, 

Monday, May 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Present this ad and save:

4”
Annuals
Assorted.
Reg. 2.99 $197

Save $1

No limit!
$300

12” Fibre Baskets
off

Beautiful Gardens are made
easy with Miracle•Gro

Hanging Basket Bonanza!

$100
10” Baskets

each

5/ $1997

Red, Black or
Gold Mulch

2 cu. ft.  Reg. 5.99 each

Red, Black or
Gold Mulch

2 cu. ft.  Reg. 5.99 each

Potting
Mix
27 litres.
369-3177

847
Reg.
10.49

Garden 
or Shrub
Tree Mix
28 litres.
369-3175/6

677
Reg.
9.49

Ultra
Bloom
367-1539

947
Reg.
11.99

Quick
Start
367-1575

797
Reg.
9.99

off

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Javelins flew and 
bodies raced down 
the field at blistering 

speed, as athletes from 
Elmira District Second-
ary School showed their 
stuff at the Waterloo 
County Secondary School 
Athletics (WCSSA) track 
and field competition. 

Twenty-five competitors 
from the local high school 
hit the turf at Centennial 
Stadium in Kitchener 
May 11-12, earning 23 top-
four finishes – including 
eight first-place ribbons. 
The junior girls’ squad 
brought home the title of 
overall champs for their 
division. 

“Considering the size 
of our team, that is very 
good. We were very hap-
py about all the results,” 
said coach Angela Mor-
gan. “We’re a small team, 
but a mighty team. I was 
really excited and happy.

“We’re looking forward 
to CWOSSA.”

Based on those results 
– the top four finishers 
in each event qualified 
– some 14 competitors 
were off to the Central 
Western Ontario Sec-
ondary School Athletic 
area finals in Brant-
ford May 18-19. Results 
were not known at press 
time. 

Last year, some 19 track 
stars made it to CWOS-
SA, four of whom – Tarah 
McKay, Bryan Giroux, 
Steve Jones and Katie 
Weiler – made it all the 
way to the Ontario Feder-
ation of Student Athletic 
Association provincial 
finals (OFSAA).

EDSS track 
squad brings 

home the bacon
WCSSA medals in hand, team sets sights on next level

Weiler, who is back on a 
quest for provincial glory 
this year, participated in 
four events last week. She 
took home first in the 400-
metre and relay events, 
as well as second in the 
long jump and third in 
triple jump. 

“It was really good and 
fun. My jumps weren’t 
the greatest. But I had a 
good time in the track 
events. The 400 went re-
ally well.

“The relay – it was sur-
prising, we didn’t even 
know who the four [for 
the track team] were, but 
we went and ran it any-
way,” she said, noting she 
participated in all four 
events at CWOSSA. “I’m 
hoping to do better in 
my jumps because that’s 
something I could go on 
for. I’m excited [about to-
day]. It will be fun.”

In preparation for WC-
SSA and CWOSSA, the 
EDSS squad hit the fields 
at Centennial Stadium 
for two maxi-meets Apr. 
28 and May 5. 

“I found the kids who did 
well at the maxi-meets 
did well again at WCSSA, 
so they were a good indi-
cator of how people would 
do,” said Morgan. “It gets 
tougher at each [level] … 
and it is definitely a more 
competitive field, but 
there’s still a good chance 
for our kids to move on to 
regionals.”

That regional competi-
tion is the Western On-
tario Secondary School 
Athletic Association re-
gional finals in Sarnia 
May 27-28. The top five 
competitors in each cat-
egory at CWOSSA will 
advance, Morgan added. 

If they perform well in 
Sarnia, they’ll have only 
a little time to relax be-
fore they’re off to Wind-
sor for OFSAA, held June 
2-4. 

EDSS TRACK AND 
FIELD RESULTS

MIDGET GIRLS
Melissa Blake: Javelin (3rd)

Olivia Charnuski: 100-metre 
(1st), 200-metre (1st),

long jump (2nd) 

JUNIOR GIRLS –
OVERALL CHAMPS

Sarah Albrecht: High jump (3rd)
Jaime Cadman: 100-metre 

(3rd), 200-metre (1st)
Heather Errey: shot put (1st)
Alanna Harte: 100-metre (6th)

Gillian Primeau: Javelin 
(1st), discus (2nd)

Stephanie Statz:
High jump (2nd)

Katie Weiler: 400-metre 
(1st), long jump (2nd), triple 

jump (3rd)

SENIOR GIRLS
Tarah McKay: 1500-metre 

(1st), 3000-metre (1st)
Jenna Trimble: triple jump (7th)

Girls Relay Team: Olivia 
Charnuski, Alanna Harte, Katie 
Weiler and Heather Errey (1st)

MIDGET BOYS
Griffen Keller: Javelin (5th)

JUNIOR BOYS
Evan Burgess: discus (4th)

Jonathan MacIntyre:
shot put (6th)

Dan Weber: 100-metre (3rd), 
200-metre (2nd), triple jump 

(4th)

SENIOR BOYS
Bryan Giroux: 100-metre 

(2nd), 200-metre (3rd)
Mike Fuendling: Javelin (4th)

Boys Relay Team: Bryan Gi-
roux, Dan Weber, Jayme Kelly 

and Chris Peemoeller (5th)

KYLE REA

RUNNING ON THEIR RECORDS Track stars from EDSS were off to Brantford May 18 for CWOSSA. From 
top left: Heather Errey, Katie Weiler, Dan Weber, Evan Burgess, Gillian Primeau, Stephanie Statz, Mike 
Fuendling, Alanna Harte and Tarah McKay. 
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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Decorating
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a successful first 
outing for local select 
soccer squads last 

weekend. Sunday evening 
(May 15), the first three 
rep. teams kicked off the 
season with wins. The 
Woolwich Women’s First 
team downed Listowel 
4-2; the Woolwich Thun-
der men’s team shutout 
the Hitmen 6-0; and the 
Elmira Titans earned a 
4-2 win over their Fergus 
counterparts.

“It’s always good to start 
with a win,” commented 
Brian Chittick, coach of 
the women’s squad. “They 
seemed to get better as the 
game progressed. There 
was a lot of dump and 
chase to start, but then 
they started to get control 
of the ball and more or 
less let the ball do their 
work for them.”

For the most part, the 
team looks a lot like it 

Trio of victories start select soccer season
Women’s First, Men’s Second and Men’s Premier squads take season openers

did last summer, with 
the exception of a couple 
changes, noted Chittick. 
Last season, the team 
finished near the top of 
its division – an 18-years-
plus age bracket – in the 
Intercity Soccer League.

“These ladies have 
played together for years 
now; we’ve got a couple 
new players that are going 
to help us out and some 
returning veterans,” he 
said. “We’ve only got a 
couple new ones. We’ve 
[also] got a couple ladies 
returning from mater-
nity leave last year.

“It’s been a lot of the girls 
consistently throughout 
the years. … We’ve got 
two girls that are in their 
last year of high school.”

Sunday’s game at Lion’s 
Park in Elmira was the 
first of the season for lo-
cal rep teams. While it 
was the first time they’d 
taken to the field in com-
petition this season, “a 
lot of the ladies played in-

doors in the winter time,” 
Chittick added.

“We want to redeem 
ourselves from last year. 
Last year wasn’t as suc-
cessful as usual. We want 
to get back to the level [of 
play] we were at before,” 
said Titans coach Brent 
Grein. 

“We’ve kind of done 
some restructuring and 
put a lot of preparation 
into training in the off- 
season.” 

Traditionally, the team 
finds itself in contention 
for the league title, Grein 
explained, but last sea-
son they hovered at the 
bottom of the rankings. 
Kicking off the season 
with a 4-2 win over Fer-
gus, he said, “is a good 
start.”

In order to bounce back, 
the team held several in-
door practices through-
out the winter, as well as 
a few field warm-ups pri-
or to the season opener.

RICHARD VIVIAN▼ See LOCAL page 16
GETTING THE BALL ROLLING  Woolwich women’s player Mandy Rydall (right), knocks the ball away 
from a Listowel player during the season opener last Sunday. Woolwich won 4-2.
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CEDAR SPRING NURSERY
PHONE 846-0048
OPEN Mon. to Fri. 8 am to 8 pm

Sat. 8 am-6pm; Sun. 9am-5pm

Cedar
Springs

Go West on Union St. from Fergus
Go East on Water St. from Elora

Elora Fergus
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OVER 100 VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM
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4 1/2” POTS 18 OR MORE EA.

GERANIUMS BY THE PACK ��� 4 PLANTS
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Ivy Geraniums • Fuchsia • Bacopa
OVER 50 VARIETIES OF TRAILING AND FLOWERING IVY’S TO CHOOSE FROM
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AND UP

“The chemistry; it’s 
probably the best we’ve 
had in the last couple 
years, for sure. We’re all 
pretty eager,” the coach 
continued, noting much 
of the team’s roster may 
live outside Elmira, but 
they all grew up in town. 
Many now live in the ur-

ban area. “We have two 
new younger guys that 
are also from Elmira.

“It went really good,” he 
said of the first game, not-
ing there was still some 
rust to shake off. “With 
any first game, that’s 
bound to happen.

“We were winning 4-0 
probably until the last 

three or four minutes.”
The Woolwich Thunder 

men’s second division 
squad also held their 
first game of the season 
that night at Lion’s Park, 
where they battled to a 6-0 
shutout over the Hitmen. 
Representatives from the 
team were unavailable 
for comment.

Continued from page15

Local teams on the ball

divisions were laid out: 
senior (1991-1992), inter-
mediate (1993-1994) and 
junior (1995-1996).

“There was quite a few 
from our church who 
were at that senior level 
last year that went be-
yond that now.”

Having been involved 
with last year’s inaugu-
ral tournament, Snyder 
noted, this year things 
seemed to come together 
a little more smoothly.

“We had done most of 
our homework last year, 
so the second year was a 
lot easier to organize and 
run with.”

While hockey and fun 
are the focus of the day 
– actually, the finals were 
played in the early after-

Breslau players get out on the road again

noon – it was with an eye 
toward church partici-
pation that sparked the 
congregation to heed the 
tournament calling.

“It was something we 
started … to reach out to 
the community a little bit. 
If anyone’s looking for a 
church, we’d certainly be 
happy to have them come 
out to our church,” Sny-
der said. “We intention-
ally tried to go out into 
the community.”

Teams hailed from Bre-
slau and the surrounding 
area. Each team either 
included a young member 
of the church or someone 
who had a direct con-
nection, be it through a 
schoolyard acquaintance 
or other local institu-
tions.

AND THE
WINNERS ARE...

Senior division;
FERGUS ALL-STARS

Matthew Rappolt, Greg 
Ecclestone, Alex Ecclestone 

and Izaak Wapasche

Intermediate division;
TIMBERWOLVES

Jason Snyder, Trevor Sundin, 
Jordan Witt and Jonathan 

Witt

Junior division;
WOOLWICH DAREDEVILS

Mackenzie Shantz, Wesley 
Martin, Brady Erb and Bobby 

Sutherland

Some of the squads 
formed specifically for 
the Streetzone tourna-
ment, while others previ-
ously came together for 
earlier tournaments.

Continued from page 12

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN

RUNNING STRONG Chasing after the ball, Daredevil Mackenzie Shantz (right) races to beat the 
competition.

TAKING AIM Wes Martin takes aim at the Elora 
Hawks’ net during the championship game.

CONTROL ISSUES Jockeying for control, Bobby 
Sutherland tries to clear the ball from his team’s end.

GOAL-ORIENTED Heading down the field with the ball under control, Woolwich women’s player Amanda 
Hall looks to keep one step ahead of the competition.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Long before Harry Pot-
ter, children of all ages 
found a magical fantasy 
world in the creations 

of C.S. Lewis. His Chronicles of 
Narnia are an enduring favou-
rite.

It’s more than fitting then 
that the K-W Children’s Drama 
Workshop has chosen to end its 
10th anniversary season with 
The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe, a musical adaptation 
performed entirely by young ac-
tors. It runs at the Registry The-
atre in Kitchener May 27-29.

“It’s always been a favourite 
of mine – I thought it would be 
a wonderful way to finish the 
season,” said director Leslie-
Gail Hill. “Its enduring appeal? 
There’s the good guy – that’s 
the lion – and he defeats the 
witch; it’s a great story of good 
and evil.

“And the kids love the magic 
and special things that come to 
life.”

The story, first published in 
1950, introduces us to siblings 
Peter, Susan, Edmund and 
Lucy, four young evacuees from 
war-torn London who arrive at 
a rambling old country house, 
home of the eccentric Professor 
Kirke and his sharp-tongued 

Singing the praises
of a lion named Aslan

K-W Children’s Drama Workshop stage’s C.S. Lewis
beloved The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe

housekeeper Mrs. Macready. 
The children are shown to the 
spare room, which is empty 
except for a large wardrobe 
– while the others go off explor-
ing the house, Lucy opens the 
wardrobe, pushes through the 
fur coats and finds herself by 
a lamppost in a snow-covered 
wood. Befriended by a faun 
(Mr. Tumnus) who appears 
suddenly, she learns that she is 
in the strange land of Narnia, 
where it is permanently winter, 
but never Christmas, thanks to 
a spell cast by the wicked White 
Witch.

When Lucy returns from Nar-
nia and tells the others of her 
adventure, they initially refuse 
to believe her story, but Ed-
mund follows her into the ward-
robe and meets the Witch, who 
promises to make him King if 
he leads his brother and sisters 
to her castle. Finally Peter and 
Susan also arrive, by which 
time the powers of evil have 
gained the ascendancy.

Aslan the Lion (Lord of the 
Wood) returns to Narnia to de-
feat the Witch and enlists the 
children’s help, but Edmund be-
trays them to the Witch and, in 
so doing, forfeits his life to her 
by the law of the Deep Magic. 
Aslan decides to take Edmund’s 
place and is tortured and killed 
by the Witch, only to be saved 

by the Deeper Magic, because 
he is willingly taking the place 
of a traitor. 

A product of Lewis’ wartime 
experience and his deeply held 
Christian beliefs, The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe is a 
Biblical allegory, Hill noted, 
starting with Narnia as Eden.

“It’s a story the children can 
understand. And they love the 
talking animals, the battles, 
the magic.”

A cast of 25 children from 
around the region bring the mu-
sical version, under the musical 
direction of Jason White, to life 
– essentially a stage production 
by kids for children of all ages.

The K-W Children’s Drama 
Workshop provides dramatic 
opportunities for young peo-
ple, ages six to 15. It makes its 
home at the Waterloo Commu-
nity Arts Centre at 25 Regina 
St., Waterloo.

Three shows are produced 
each year, a longtime labour 
of love for Hill, who will be 
retiring after this year’s holi-
day show, Once Upon a Huron 
Christmas.

The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe runs May 27 (7:20 
p.m.), May 28 (2 p.m. and 7 p.m.) 
and May 29 (2 p.m.) at the Reg-
istry Theatre, 122 Frederick St. 
in Kitchener. Tickets are $6-12, 
available by calling 725-3586.

The sunny weather may serve as an inspiration to check out the sounds 
of summer: the Centre in the Square’s Electric Thursdays series presents 
Endless Summer, the Music of Brian Wilson and The Beach Boys. The 
show heats up May 26 at 8 p.m. Call 578-1570.

There will be no end of bears coming out of hibernation today as Fergus 
hosts its annual Teddy Bear Caper. Featuring a parade, prizes for best-in-
show and, of course, a teddy bear picnic, the event runs 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Entertainment is also on tap. Free for everybody, including your bears.

View the world through the lens as the Harriston-Minto Heritage Gallery 
launches a new exhibit this weekend: Two Photographers ... Two Visions 
features work by Mark Robinson and Gary Moon. At the Harriston Public 
Library until June 25.

STEVE KANNON

A NEW WORLD The K-W Children’s Drama Workshop is rehearsing its production of 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. Through the doors are (down from top centre) 
Ryan Moser, James Miniou, Katie Lammers, John McGill and Kierstin Bast.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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Saturday, May 28th  –  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

‘When the kids  are home, so are you!’

Job Fair
BusSchool

Drivers!
Waterloo County School 

Bus Operators’ Association
Saturday, May 28th  –  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
at the Waterloo Region District School Board
51 Ardelt Avenue, Kitchener

• flexible hours  • optional weekends  • training provided
For more information, please call (519) 570-0003 ext. 4349 or 4555.

Applicants must be 21 years or older.
Sponsored by Cooperative
Transportation Services.

Waterloo
Region
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DUFFERIN CONCRETE, a division of St. Lawrence Cement, is a
leading North American producer and supplier of products and services
for the construction industry – namely cement, concrete, aggregates,
and construction. Due to our continued growth, we are currently
recruiting…

Ready-Mix Drivers
• Cambridge • Kitchener
Reliable and conscientious, you have a valid AZ/DZ driver’s licence and
clean driving abstract. You are team oriented, willing to help out in all
areas, and have the flexibility to work different shifts as required.
Knowledge of concrete and construction as well as
familiarity with driving conditions on a construction site
or other off-road experience would be definite assets.

Please apply to: Human Resources
DUFFERIN CONCRETE
3300 Hwy. #7, Suite 600, Concord, ON  
L4K 4M3  Fax: (905) 761-7700
e-mail: hr@stlawrencecement.com

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS
THEY WORK!

HELP WANTED

Acorn Glass and Mirror re-
quires an experienced part-
time worker. Apply at 1600 
King St. N., Unit 17 in St. 
Jacobs. 8 a.m. - 2p.m.

Power Coating Assistant. 
Full time days. Successful 
applicant must be an in-
dependent, self-motivated 
responsible person with 
grinding experience. Heavy 
lifting required. Fax resume: 
(519)664-3406 or email: 
mail@basttire.com by June 
3, 2005.

Retail Counter Sales. Use 
your superior sales and cus-
tomer service skills in our 
fast-paced retail location. 
Previous passenger tire sales 
experience is preferred. We 
are willing to train the right 
individual. Competitive sal-
ary and benefit package. Fax 
resume: (519) 664-3406 or 
email: mail@basttire.com by 
June 3, 2005.

Need Extra Cash? Give 
Tupperware a try! Great 
sales in May! Call 699-
9340.

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted - Are you 
retired or semi retired and 
looking for some work? 
Come drive a van for the 
Mennonite community. Van 
supplied and paid daily. Call 
574-1489, after 9:30 p.m.

Advertising that works in 
your Observer,

HELP WANTED

Do You Enjoy Decorating? 
Do you enjoy working with 
people? If this sounds like 
you, call (519)669-2937 
and ask for Darlene. Train-
ing provided.

Whitewashers, Painters, 
DZ Drivers, labourers. Will 
train. (519)848-3184.

HELP WANTED

Students - Excellent Op-
portunity for part-time work 
on local egg farm. Phone 
669-5503.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Decorate round white post. 
$10.00. 699-4019.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Guitar Books U2 Joshua 
Tree & Rage Against the 
Machine. $15 each. 638-
2467.

HP Laserjet 5L. $50 o.b.o. 
Multi-sheet feeder does not 
work but single sheet feed 
does. Prints well otherwise. 
Call Laura 669-0334.

Single Futon with mattress. 
$20. 669-8674.

Advertise it for free. Under 
$50 for sale items are free 
in your Observer. Call 669-
5790 today.

Two Ant ique Wooden 
highchairs. $20 each. 664-
3422.

FOR SALE

1 - Tow Behind tractor rollor 
$75. 1 bike buddy (like new) 
$65.00. 13” rim and tire (like 
new) $35.00. Antique wood-
en tree prunner $35.00. Vi-
brating hand sander $25.00. 
Call (519)669-5388, or leave 
message.

1940’s Dining Suite. Dou-
ble pedestal table with 
two leaves, 6 chairs, side-
board and china cupboard. 
Very good condition. 669-
3179.

1977 Lextra Hard Top Trail-
er. Sleeps 5, excellent con-
dition, stored inside. $1200. 
Call (519)662-1007.

FOR SALE

2000 Rockwood Hard top 
tent trailer for sale. 8’ box, 
sleeps 6. Features sink, 3 
way fridge, in/out stove, fur-
nace, awning, add a room. 
Great condition. Very clean. 
$5500. 669-8963.

Colorado Blue Spruce, three 
to 10 feet. Dig your own. $5 
per foot. Dig by machine $12 
per tree extra. 846-0518.

Firewood - Buy Now! All 
hardwood, all split. 12”/16” 
lengths.  $60/face cord. 
Delivery available. Large 
quantity discounts. Call 
(519)656-2599.

Front Load Washers! 
Whirlpool. One of a kind per-
formance, reliability, huge 
capacity, uses 1/2 water of 
sudssavers!!! Walters Appli-
ances 669-2007.

NO GST Equivalent dis-
count on almost all display 
Inglis, Whirlpool, Kitche-
nAid, fridges, stoves, wash-
ers, dishwashers. Limited 
time. Walters Appliances 
669-2007.
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FOR SALE

Hardi Sprayer, 3 ph, 100 
gal., Foam Markers, 28 ft 
boom, excellent condition 
$1700. John Deere 800 
Swather with condit ion-
er, needs work, many new 
parts, new canvasses, $700. 
(519)856-0039.

3 Piece Couch Set . 3 
years old, black, mint con-
dition. $500. Call (519)669-
2937.
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SOLUTIONSOLUTION SOLUTION

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

A D D S A S T E R A B B E S
S E R A S P R A Y T A E N I A
S P O U T R I T E O N I O N S
U R O L O G I C M A N S E S
R A P T U N K N O W I N G
E V E S S T Y U R E A V I A
R E D A H S G R O S S N E S S

U T E H O S T E R I K
F I N E R Y E N J O Y S

M A G I O B I T Y O N
O C O T I L L O S A M Y P A P
P E R B A K U S U P K A L E

H E M S T I T C H A R A B
E S C A R P A T O M B O M B
M O O N I E W A D I Y O D E L
U P R O A R A X I O M B I D E
S K I N S D E A N E S C A D

MAY 7th’s
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

A T D E L T A A M E S D E C
B I B U L O U S W A V E E V E
Y A R D M A N U N F E D S A L
S R I M E W S I R A I C E
M A N T A A B O N I D U S

A C M E A S H M E E T
W A P I T I A M N I A A R E A
O L E I N A N E R I G A
P I N P O I N T O H M M E T E R

S Y N C I D I O M U R I
A M I R A L O N E N U T M E G
N A V E B A R D Y N E
T H E S E W E E E E R I E
I O N L O S B U T T A M A
O N E B L U R B H A B I T A T
C I S O L I O S U P E R E G O
H A S W A T T O S A G E O N

We regret the 
solution for the 
May 7th crossword 
was omitted from 
last week’s issue 
of Woolwich 
Observer. We have 
included it here for 
your convenience.

FOR SALE

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

Rain Barrels With Taps. 
Various Sizes. $30.00. Bru-
bacher Drums, 664-2958.

Farm Fresh turkey. Raised 
in a HACCAP - approved. 
Ut i l i t y b i rds $1.75 per 
pound, whole birds $2.00 
per pound. Mark Martin 
638-3644.

AUTOMOTIVE

1991 Plymouth Acclaim 
L.E. Only 106,000 kms, 1 
original owner. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

1992 Mercury Sable LS. 
133,000 km. Digital dash, 
moon roof, fully loaded. 
$1500 o.b.o. 669-2519.

1995 Dodge Ram 4X4 Quad 
Pckp. V8, auto, long box. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

1999 GMC Sonoma 6cyl, 
auto, air, spor tside and 
more. Only 67,500 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2000 Chev Impala LS, 3.8L, 
only 107,000 kms. Black. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Caravan Spor t - 
quads, 6 cyl., auto, air & 
more. 54000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Caravan Sport. 
Quads, Rr air & heat and 
more. 54,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lare-
do. 4x4 with only 84,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Intrepid ES. 6 cyl., 
auto stick, air and more. 
Only 91,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Laredo. 6 cyl, auto, air 
and more. Only 85,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler. 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2002 Dakota Club - 6 cyl, 5 
spd.,  air and more. 70,000 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2003 Caravan - quad seats, 
only 43,000 kms, 6 cyl., 
auto, air and more. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 chrysler Sebring 
Touring. Loaded, V6, only 
38,000 kms.  Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Available. Re-
sponsible, caring mother 
wishes to babysit in her 
home. 19 years experience. 
Many excellent references 
available. Tiny babies wel-
come. Full-time, part-time 
or summer holidays. Please 
call Chris, 669-5625.

WANTED TO BUY

Aq u a r i u m / F i s h  Ta n k 
Wanted. Approximately 
100 gallons. Please call 
Chris, 669-5625.

Large, full size, almond 
fridge wanted. Must be in 
good condition. Please call 
Chris, 669-5625.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and 
no till seeding. Call 580-
5131.

Strawberry and Rasp-
berry plants. Order early 
for best selection. Leon-
ard F. Martin, (519)669-
2181.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment 
near downtown Elmira. Re-
cently renovated. Call 648-
2340.

Elmira - One Bedroom. 
close to downtown. Quiet 
building. Laundry/Parking. 
$480.00/month. Available 
now. 669-1024.

RENTALS

Elmira - 1 bedroom above 
store downtown. $450 plus 
hydro. 669-5431.

For Rent - Bungalow house, 
3 bedroom, on an acre of 
land by Conestoga River, 
west of St. Jacobs. Call 664-
3041 or 886-4752.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Re-
fi nishing.  Specializing in 
hand stripping,  repairing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Bun-
galow with pool on large lot 
in Elmira. Asking $224.900. 
669-5531.

Elmira - Immaculate Con-
do Townhouse with pool. 
2 bdrm, 11/2 baths, new 
laminate, carpet and paint. 
Finished basement/family 
room. Main fl oor laundry. 5 
appliances included. New 
Price!  $118,900. 669-5469, 
leave message.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Lose Weight Now! All 
natural, doctor approved. 
Personally coached. Call 
(519)676-1212 or visit www.
herbal-nutrition.net/benh

Special Occasion Tents for 
rent. Various sizes. Tables 
and chairs. 669-2356.

Dandelions - Relax! I will 
rid you of these weeds. Have 
Scotts 2 Plus2, will travel! 
You Buy fertilizer, or I buy. 
No job too big or too small. 
Reasonable rates. Also gar-
dens worked (tilled). Call 
(519)669-5388, or leave 
message.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Antique  
sewing machine stand, baby 
crib, 3 sets of Dragon Bloks, 
cedar chest and more. Sat. 
May 21, 8 a.m. 89 Oriole 
Pkwy., Elmira.

GARAGE DAYS
PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

Crossroads
Family Restaurant Ltd.

Saturday May 28 
8am - 12noon
various restaurant 
items being sold:
bowls - plates

vases - place mats 
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etc.
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GARAGE SALES

ELMIRA WOMAN CHARGED

RICHARD VIVIAN

384 Arthur St. S. Elmira, N3B 2P4
ph: (519) 669-8117

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

UNSAFE EXIT  An Elmira 
woman was charged 
with ‘fail to yield from 
private drive’ following a 
two-vehicle collision on 
Kressler Road Tuesday 
evening. Shortly before 
5:30 p.m., the woman 
struck a passing vehicle as 
she attempted to pull onto 
the road. Damage to the 
vehicles was signifi cant, 
though there were no 
reported injuries.

HE’S GOT GAME  Checking out a hand-held 
game at this garage sale for Gale Presbyterian 
Church in Elmira is Ocean Rhodes.

TABLE SALES  Several settlements 
in Woolwich township hosted 
community garage sales last 
Saturday (May 14), including this 
one in Heidelberg. Checking out the 
mirror – and other refl ected table 
goodies – is Kitchener’s Paul Koop.

SHOPPING CHANNEL  Carting away a free television set from a garage sale in West Montrose 
were (from left) Clinton Dechert, Joey Dynerowicz, Jordan Aivaliotis and James Dynerowicz.

REV-LING IN DEALS  Bamberg’s Rick 
McCullough holds up a chainsaw for sale in 
Heidelberg.

ANIMAL ARRAY  Jena and Brad Hoffman 
hoist a few of the stuffed animals for sale at 
this Heidelberg garage sale.
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Advertise where more 
people read, in Woolwich 
Observer. PLUS, get the 
bonus of having your ad
appear on our website, 

as well.
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

May 11
2:35 PM Police retrieved five 

counterfeit bills from the Royal 
Bank in Elmira. The currency – four 
$20 bills and a $10 bill – were for-
warded to the Waterloo Regional 
Police fraud unit for investigation.
4:20 PM A hit-and-run collision 

occurred in a business parking lot 
on Elmira’s Mill Street, causing 
minor damage. An area resident 
returned to the vehicle to discover 
damage to the rear driver’s side 
door. Police recovered a black rub-
bery substance, believed to have 
come from a bumper. There are no 
suspects.
5:54 PM A second parking lot 

collision occurred on Arthur Street 
South, at The Crossroads Restau-
rant. Both a Michigan man and 
a Waterloo man were reversing 
from their parking spots when 
they struck. Neither driver was 
harmed in the incident. Damage 
was reported as moderate. No 
charges were laid. 

May 12
12:55 PM Officers were called to 

intervene in a dispute at the St. Ja-
cobs Farmers’ Market. A customer 
and business owner were arguing 
over an unpaid account; the dis-
pute turned physical and police 
were called. Soon after officers 

arrived, the customer left with-
out further incident. The business 
owner – who sustained minor in-
juries in the scuffle – asked that 
charges not be laid.

May 13
8:11 AM A suspicious vehicle on 

Cox Creek Road prompted a call 
to local police. An area resident re-
ported seeing a black pickup truck 
driving along the road slowly and 
stopped several times, apparently 
to take a look at properties in the 
area. A licence plate marker was 
obtained, but proved to be incor-
rect – it was similar to ZW6 039. 
The vehicle had previously been 

seen in the area on several occa-
sions. The driver is described as a 
man in his early 50s and sporting 
a beard.

May 14
1:31 AM A quantity of suspected 

marijuana was seized from an 
area-man during a routine traffic 
stop on Elmira’s Mockingbird Drive. 
The suspicious material has been 
sent for testing. Depending on the 
result of testing – which will deter-
mine whether the bag contents are 
indeed marijuana – charges may 
follow.
8:55 AM A three-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection of 

Church Street and Snyder Avenue 
in Elmira. Paramedics treated mi-
nor injuries at the scene, but hospi-
talization wasn’t required. An area 
resident was charged in violation 
of the Highway Traffic Act.
4:04 PM An Elmira resident re-

ported their bicycle stolen from the 
downtown core. Taken was an or-
ange youth’s Supercycle, 21-speed. 
There are no suspects.

May 15
7:38 AM Vandals caused severe 

damage to the greens at Cones-
toga Country Club in Conestogo. 
Sometime overnight, unknown 
culprits took golf carts on a joyride 
across the course, ran over a satel-
lite irrigation system and took out 
seven flagpoles. Two carts were 
also damaged. The investigation 
continues.
2:55 PM A 17-year-old Linwood 

boy was charged with ‘pass road-
way not clear’ after police re-
ceived several complaints of errat-
ic driving on Lobsinger Line, near 
Heidelberg. Numerous motorists 

reported seeing a vehicle pass 
several cars in an unsafe fashion, 
and even forced an oncoming ve-
hicle onto the shoulder in order to 
avoid a collision. A licence plate 
marker was obtained and traced 
to its Linwood owner. The boy may 
also face additional reprimand un-
der the Youth Criminal Justice Act.

May 16
4:27 AM A Dalebrook Street, 

Elmira resident reported win-
dows on their pickup truck were 
smashed. When the vandalism 
took place remains unknown.
6:23 AM The charred remains of 

a stolen vehicle were recovered 
from behind the St. Jacobs Farm-
ers’ Market. The destroyed 1996 
Honda was reported stolen from 
Guelph four days earlier. A nearby 
resident reported seeing fire in the 
area the previous evening. There 
are no suspects.
11:31 AM Two suspected 

shoplifters fled, dropping a cord-
less phone headset, after being 
stopped by staff at the Home 
Hardware on St. Jacobs’ King 
Street. Staff approached two boys 
– both between 16 and 17 years 
old, about six-feet tall and wear-
ing blue parkas – after a security 
alarm sounded upon their depar-
ture from the store. The youths 
were last seen heading north on 
foot.

May 17
2:09 AM A minivan was report-

ed stolen from Birdland Plaza on 
Elmira’s Oriole Parkway. However, 
it was soon discovered a family 
member, who didn’t have permis-
sion from the registered owner, 
took the vehicle. No charges were 
laid.
10:31 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion involving a transport truck 
occurred at the intersection of 
Powell Road and Posey Line, near 
Hawkesville. A Mount Carmen 
man stopped his transport truck in 
search of directions, which he re-
ceived from after a Wingham man 
pulled up alongside – the two got 
out to talk. However, as the trans-
port truck attempted to turn onto 
Posey Line, the trailer clipped the 
front end of the Wingham man’s 
vehicle, causing severe damage. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
11:43 AM A $1,500 gas fireplace 

was reported stolen from a house 
under construction on Elmira’s 
Kingfisher Drive. Sometime over-
night, the fireplace – which had 
been fully installed but not yet 
framed in – was removed in a 
careful manner. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.
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GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. May 21 - 8 a.m. - 
no early birds please. Antiques, goalie 
equipment, lawn mower, tools, Crown 
jars, hardwood flooring, Universal 
weight machine, new/used books, 
S10 truck accessories, bunk beds, 
drafting table and more! 17 Young 
St. St. Jacobs.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 28, 8 a.m. 
- 12. 1908 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo. 
Lots of kids stuff, misc. household 
items and more!

Garage Sale at 13 Erb Street, Elmira, 
May 21. Games, puzzles, household 
items, paperbacks (Kuntz/Saul/Kelle-
man) and more. 7 - noon.

Giant Street Sale. Par-khaven Drive 
St. Jacobs. (new subdivsion behind 
St. Jacobs Printery). Fri. May 20, 4 
p.m. - 8 p.m., Sat. May 21, 8 a.m. - ?

Multi Family Garage Sale. Sat. May 
21, 7-1. Moser-Young Rd., Bamberg.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 12 Wren 
Crt., Elmira. Sat. may 28, 7 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Rain date Sat. June 4.
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

MASONRY
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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PLASTICS

TINY’S
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EAST COAST
ALUMINUM

SIDING &
RENOVATIONS
• Soffit & Facia,
• Eavestrough

• Stucco

Please call Mike at
519 465-8037

for your FREE estimate.

RENOVATIONSCARPET CARE

COMPLETE
CARPET
CARE
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669-7607
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ACROSS 
1. Animal related to 
camel, smaller, no hump
6. Glass panes sticking 
out from a house
15. Within the law
16. Take away the weap-
ons
17. Acquire
18. Work out
19. Technology giant
20. Lost (French)
21. Mystery
22. Canada’s native lan-
guage (Abbrev.)
23. A greedy person
24. Abbrev. for one 
twelfth of  a foot
25. To be victorious
26. A number of  goals to 
achieve
28. Snake sound
29. Road edge
30. Important fruit used 
for making oil
32. An accountant needs 
this
35. Hindu prince or king 
in India
38. Having skills to do 
things well
40. Contraction of  “she 
is”
41. A person who has re-
ceived a degree
44. Written, unsigned 
position of  a newspaper
48. One of  several paral-
lel layers
50. On a single occas-
sion
51. Cubes of  meat on a 
skewer
55. Armour plate pro-
tecting the chest
56. Not more than
57. Infection of  the seba-
ceous gland of  the eyelid

59. Basketball goals
60. Consume
61. Former head of  
“Creation Records”
64. An association of  
criminals
67. “Hello” or “Good-
bye” (Italian)
68. The process of  seep-
ing
69. Rapid commotion
72. Hospital room where 
surgery performed
74. To make a mistake
75. Used to clean floors
77. More dry, more 
parched
79. Fine net used for 
veils or tutus
81. Beyond (prefix)
82. Someone who loans 
things
83. Material effigy that 
is worshipped as a god
84. Landlocked West Ag-
rican republic
85. Any of  several vari-
eties of  sea duck
86. One who studies 
plant and animal cells
87. Intense love

DOWN 
1. Extensive grassy 
plain
2. Russian revolution-
ary, first head of  USSR
3. Highly excited
4. Secret political soci-
ety in Kenya
5. Brightest star in the 
Aquila constellation
6. Paid transit (multiple 
passengers)
7. At another time
8. Bright, positive, mas-
culine half  of  famous 
Chinese philosophy/

symbol
9. Humorlously sar-
castic
10. Contraction of  “I 
am”
11. Sediment that has 
settled at the bottom of  
a liquid
12. Over (Syn)
13. Gully or streambed 
in North Afrida (dry ex-
cept during rainy sea-
son)
14. Someone considered 
to be “dippy”
18. Church bench
20. Affected manners in-
tended to impress
23. Virus that causes 
AIDS
27. Master’s degree in 
Business
28. Expression of  greet-
ing
29. Any of  several 
plants of  the genus Cam-
assia
30. Not new
31. Flower arrangement 
in circular band
32. A long chair for re-
clining
33. A decorative frame-
work to conceal curtain 
fixtures
34. Judge the worth of  
something
35. Wrestle with some-
one (slang)
36. Similar to plants of  
the genus Alcea
37. One who helps de-
cide court decisions
39. “To __, or not to __”
40. To have seen
42. Unknown exponen-
tial variable
43. Black & white short-

necked web-footed div-
ing bird of  northern 
seas
45. In the direction of
46. The smallest whole 
number
47. Abbrev. for ‘regular’
49. Objective form of  “I”
52. Mad Cow Disease
53. Take in solid food
54. Indicating person re-
sponsible for creative
58. Your consciousness 
of  your own identity
61. Entrap
62. North American 
main transportation
63. Opposite of  stop
65. Any of  various orna-
mental shrubs
66. Any of  the 50 
Greek mythological sea 
nymphs
67. A large stringed in-
strument
68. Style of  abstract art 
- exploitation of  optical 
effects (2wrds)
69. One who calculates 
sums
70. John tractor com-
pany
71. Canadian hockey 
player born 1948
72. Relating to/near 
the ear
73. Corey Haim football 
movie
75. Sages who visited Je-
sus at his birth
76. Metal-bearing min-
erals valuable enough to 
be mined
78. Denoting Indian as-
sociation (prefix)
80. Space for parking
81. Source of  bacon
84. A negative
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Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

LAWN CARE

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE. CALL FOR DETAILS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Want that photo to hold up in the scrapbook?
Get photo-quality prints in full colour by calling us.

...IT LASTS 
LONGER!

OFFICE EQUIPMENT & SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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�����������������
�������������

�����������������

�������������������������������������������

������������������
������������������������

��������������������������������������

AUTOMOTIVE

���������������������������������

�������
�����������

���������������
������������������
����������������

�������� �������������
�������� �������
��������� �����������
���������������������

HANDYMAN
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COMPUTERS

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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TRAVEL

ATTENTION ALL
WORLD TRAVELLERS!

Before taking your 
next Vacation, 

remember to pack
the essentials,
including your

Woolwich Observer.
Enter the Observer’s

AROUND THE WORLD
contest and see yourself

in print!

TRAVEL CONTEST
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Legion ladies celebrate 50th anniversary On route with trout Ready to serve

▼ See LOCAL page 26

Convenient. Affordable.

We’re better. We’ll prove it.

Service, pricing and incentive offers applicable only at participating Chrysler, Jeep®, Dodge Retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of 5-W30 Mopar Oil. Prices do not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offers
effective until June 11, 2005. †Additional charges may apply for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and synthetic fluids. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by
DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating Chrysler, Jeep®, Dodge Retailer for complete details.

O N LY AT Y O U R N E I G H B O U R H O O D C H R Y S L E R , J E E P®, D O D G E RETA ILER

Fuel Injector
Service

Keep your vehicle 
in peak condition with our 
Spring Service Specials 
and receive a FREE

Mopar® Car Care Kit. $7995

Maintenance
Service

$4595†

Environmental 
handling 
charge may apply.

Front-Wheel
Alignment

$6995

No-charge

A/C check!
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Preflight:

Next Saturday (May 28), the Elmira Legion Ladies Auxiliary will mark 
its 50th anniversary by celebrating its own. Following dinner at the First 
Street facility, charter members will be honoured for their dedication 
with a medal ceremony.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Life is sweet on a bicycle built for two, as the 
classic song goes, but things were even bet-
ter for three St. Jacobs businesses who hit 
the road on a bicycle built for 30, as part of 

the Heart and Stroke Foundation’s Big Bike For 
Stroke. 

The Stone Crock, Tim Horton’s and St. Jacobs 
Place seniors’ residence all gathered May 17 to par-
ticipate in the Big Bike event; together, they raised 
more than $8,200 for heart disease and stroke re-
search in Waterloo Region.  

“It’s important because everybody in some way 
is affected by heart disease or stroke. Either they 
know somebody or heart disease is prevalent in 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira’s Gord Moore 
carries the voices of 
160,000 people. On 
Monday, the long-time 

Legionnaire was elected presi-
dent of the Ontario Command, 
the organization’s provincial 

Elmira man elected president of Ontario Command
Legion’s provincial wing headed by Gord Moore

wing.
“I’m looking forward to it. I 

know we have some challenges 
ahead, but we will meet those 
challenges and this organiza-
tion will thrive, not only in my 
term, but also into the future,” 
he told the Observer, follow-
ing his election at the 44th bi-
ennial Convention of the On-

tario Provincial Command in 
Cambridge this week. He and 
the rest of the executive were 
officially installed – Moore re-
placed Erl Kish as president 
– with a ceremony Wednesday.

“It’s been 16 years of hard 
work. The cause is something 
I believe in.

“They’ve (Legionnaires) 

shown their faith and trust in 
me just by electing me.”

As president, Moore repre-
sents the province’s 423 Legion 
branches – all of which were ex-
pected to send delegates to the 
convention – and their respec-
tive members in a variety of ca-
pacities, including discussions 
with governmental figures on 

issues effecting veterans and 
the Legion’s greater member-
ship. In fact, he’s already plan-
ning to meet with Veteran Af-
fairs Canada and the Ministry 
of Health.

“The number one issue that’s 
always at the forefront is our 
veterans; making sure they are 

Big wheels, 
big hearts

St. Jacobs efforts net $8,200 
for heart and stroke research

▼ See BIG page 26

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If the walls at Cones-
togo Public School 
could talk, they 
would tell a grand 

story of 100 years of his-
tory gone by, and thou-
sands of young people 
who trod the halls.

The building’s not say-

Conestogo Public School to celebrate 100 years
Students and staff, past and present, gear up for birthday party, reunion

ing anything, but there 
are plenty of alumni, for-
mer teachers and volun-
teers who do have some-
thing to say as they work 
to prepare for the school’s 
centenary celebration 
May 28.  

“We’ve got some re-
ally neat old stuff from 
the turn of the century 
… some old class photos 

that we have framed up 
in the hallway. We’re hop-
ing to have some student 
performers as well, doing 
a little bit of piano to add 
to the entertainment,” 
said Karen Larke, one of 
six coordinators for the 
school’s celebration. 

She noted a whole slew 
of activities are planned 
at the area school for its 

100th birthday. 
“We have a couple of 

community members 
who are going to recount 
some of the days and 
times – how things were 
likely much different.” 

Larke added that stu-
dents will be organizing 
class projects and pre-
sentations throughout 
the school; some of whom 

will also act as tour 
guides to lead older alum-
ni through the school’s 
halls. 

“Some people haven’t 
seen the school [recent-
ly] and it’s changed so 
much,” she said. “I think 
[the school] is important 
because it’s so unique. 
You don’t have too many 
public schools that are 

100 years old and still 
growing and changing 
with the community. I 
think it’s a very unique 
situation within our 
board anyway to have a 
school that has so much 
history.”

One of the oldest 
schools in Waterloo 
Region, Conestogo PS 

Local anglers will have plenty of opportunity to land that prize-wining 
fish: on May 18-19, the Ministry of Natural Resources stocked 20 sites 
along the Conestogo River with 13,000 yearling and 18,500 fingerling 
brown trout.

Regional police officers, firefighters and paramedics will put the “serve” 
in emergency services next Friday (May 27) as they wait on tables at K-
W-area Kelsey’s Restaurants. They’ll be looking to raise funds for The 
Lung Association.

A BICYCLE BUILT FOR 30  Lori Melitzer (left) and Jim Bauman from St. Jacobs Place seniors’ residence, along with driver Brian Kelley, hopped 
on the Big Bike as part of the Heart and Stroke Foundation’s Big Bike for Stroke May 17. The group contributed $4,000 for the cause.

▼ See CONESTOGO page 26
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Farmers plant their one billionth biotech acre
But still, the genetically enhanced crop controversy rages on
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Somewhere in the 
world, a farmer 
planted the world’s 

one billionth biotechnol-
ogy crop acre earlier this 
month. The date – May 8 
or 9, was as close as the 
powers-that-be could pre-
dict – was a momentous 
occasion for some parts 
of the agricultural indus-

try. Supporters reflected 
on the presence of a bil-
lion acres of anything, 
let alone biotech crops, in 
just 10 years after first ap-
pearing on the scene. And 
considering the way these 
crops arrived, to a highly 
polarized mix of suspicion 
and promise, it was indeed 
a noteworthy milestone.

Perhaps it’s not surpris-
ing, then, that the an-
nouncement, made possi-
ble from data generated by 
an organization called the 

International Service for 
the Acquisition of Agri-
Biotech Applications, 
drew more accolades from 
biotech crops supporters 
than it did dire warnings 
from opponents. 

I was expecting mock 
funerals, grim reapers 
and people dressed in gro-
tesque distorted vegetable 
costumes. I didn’t see any 
of it.   

But that doesn’t mean 
opposition has vanished. 
And wisely, rather than 
get too caught up in self 
congratulations, most 
plant biotechnology advo-
cates recognized they still 
have a lot of work to do. 
They know the one-billion-
acre milestone represents 
an opportunity to educate, 
moreso than celebrate. 
Despite the huge acreage, 
there’s still way too much 
finger pointing about bio-
technology for anyone to 
consider the announce-
ment a home run.

For example, on its heels, 
anti-biotech advocate Sas-
katchewan farmer Percy 
Schmeiser was making his 
first public appearance in 
our region, speaking out 

against the kind of corpo-
rate involvement in agri-
culture that ran him afoul 
of the law (he was convict-
ed of using patented seed 
without paying for it).

The industry sees Sch-
meiser as a criminal. But 
others see him as a folk 
hero for battling big busi-
ness. The agri-food indus-
try should be concerned 
that he has the kind of 
platform that nets him 
front-page coverage, while 
it struggles to get anyone 
to listen to its stories, even 
ones about a billion acres 
of crops.        

But rhetoric aside, the 
one-billion-acre announce-
ment reflects what many 
farmers feel about certain 
products of biotechnology: 
that is, they work. They 
reduce pesticide use and 
increase yields. 

Farmers might not like 
paying obvious technology 
use fees, but in 2004 alone, 
more than eight million of 
them planted 200 million 
acres of biotech crops. 

In Ontario, more than 
half of the corn and soy-
beans have some biotech 
trait (mainly, genes to 
prevent them from being 
killed by specific herbi-
cides). 

And biotech crops are not 
restricted to North Ameri-
ca, although the United 

States is the biggest bio-
tech user. These crops are 
now in 17 countries.

Biotech advocates say 
these crops actually help 
the environment. I think 
that’s where they stand to 
win support. If they can 
convince the public, and 
their opponents, that their 
products do indeed reduce 
pressure on rainforests 
and marginal land that 
would better be left in their 
natural state, they’ll gain 
some converts. Some peo-
ple will always be against 
biotechnology because it’s 
profit driven. But so is for-
estry, and that industry 
convinced its critics it was 
“green” through an inten-
sive campaign about refor-
estation. 

Agriculture has started 
down that path, but it 
needs to put significant 
support behind worth-
while organizations.

Biotechnology is getting 
closer to us all the time. 
It’s in our fields, and in 
our homes. It will appear 
more and more on our din-
ner plates, as scientists fig-
ure out ways to introduce 
health-enhancing traits 
into conventional crops.  

And if there’s more bio-
tech, there must be more 
education. They need to 
go hand-in-hand, or risk 
more biotech battles. 
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w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

B o x  O f f i c e  H o u r s :   M o n d a y  -  F r i d a y  1 0  -  8  •  S a t u r d a y  1 0  -  6

SEASON SPONSOR SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR

Enjoy a musical trip
back to the 40’s and

50’s with the Voices of
Showtime, when 2¢ got

you 3 songs on the
jukebox.

This performance
includes: You Make Me

Feel So Young, 
As Time Goes By, These

Foolish Things, 
Sh-Boom,

and many more classics.

FOR THIS SERIES ONLY!
Park at the Kitchener Memorial 
Auditorium and ride our complimentary
Shuttle Bus courtesy of Terraces by Hallman. 
For more information:
www.centre-square.com/shuttlebus.html

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 1• 2PM

TICKETS
START AT $15
Centre Star Members Save $3
Groups of 15+ Save 20%

1]4 WOB CITS Moments  5/18/05  3:49 PM  Page 1
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getting what is required 
and their needs are met,” 
he said, suggesting addi-
tional challenges facing 
the organization include 
maintaining remem-
brance initiatives and ex-
panding membership.

“We keep dwelling on 
it, but membership is the 
lifeblood of this organiza-
tion; not just the branch-
es have to be concerned 
about it, all levels have 
to be,” he said. “I’m go-
ing to be sitting with the 
membership committee 
in the next few weeks and 
they are going to come 
up with some innovative 
ways that we can contact 
the public at large.”

No stranger to the On-
tario Command, Moore 
has been a vice-president 
for the past six years, 
most recently as first-
vice president, which es-
sentially made him heir 
to the post. In that time, 
he’s chaired a number of 
committees, including 
youth education, mem-
bership, veteran services 

and the charitable foun-
dations board.

As president, he’s now 
on all committees of the 
Ontario Command.

Prior to joining the pro-
vincial executive, Moore 
spent a term as president 
of the Elmira Legion, 
zone commander and dis-
trict commander.

“I think it’s not only a 
great honour for him, but 
it’s a great honour for the 
[Elmira] branch. It shows 
the dedication of this 
gentleman to the Royal 
Canadian Legion,” Elmi-
ra Legion president John 
Pember said of Moore’s 
election. “We wish him 
all the best.”

Continued from page 23

GORD MOORE

Local Legionnaire 
takes the top spot

their family … the dis-
ease is prevalent,” said 
Kathy Gauci, regional 
coordinator for the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation of 
Canada. “All our money 
goes toward research and 
we have four researchers 
at the University of Wa-
terloo, so it stays local.”

Over the next few 
months, the 30-seater Big 
Bike will visit 200 com-
munities across Canada 
with the goal of raising $7 
million. Locally, the bike 
will get quite a workout: 
some 50 rides are sched-
uled in Cambridge (June 
6-7) and Kitchener (June 
14-15). Gauci said they 
hope to raise $110,000 re-
gion-wide. 

One of those teams – a 
newcomer to the Big Bike 
event and first out of the 
gate during Tuesday’s 
event – was St. Jacobs 
Place seniors’ residence, 
which raised $4,132. The 
event provided staff, their 
family members and rela-

tives of the residencts to 
hop on for a ride. 

“When our activity co-
ordinator said that it (the 
Big Bike) was coming, 
they said we have to fill 
the whole bike, so I said 
‘sign us up.’ So my wife 
and I are here along with 
a lot of our staff and the 
family members of the 
home,” said Larry Bourk, 
owner of St. Jacobs Place. 
“The Heart and Stroke 
Foundation does a lot of 
good work and they pro-
vide significant educa-
tion and support for vic-
tims of heart and stroke 
disease. So whenever 
their fundraiser comes 
by, we like to support it. 
This just turned out to be 
a fun thing.”

St. Jacobs place also re-
ceived the Spirit award 
from the foundation. 

As an extra bonus for 
participants, one lucky 
person got a spot on the 
easy seat: a comfy chair 
with no pedals located at 
the back of the bike, re-

served for a team’s spe-
cial someone.

In this case, that hon-
our went to Karen Ber-
gey, who fundraised $600 
– the highest total for St. 
Jacobs Place. 

“I asked all my friends 
and family and told them 
it was their time to pay,” 
Bergey said with a laugh, 

adding that her mother, 
Bernice Bergey, lives at 
the centre. “The girls 
[there] asked if I would 
be interested … and I 
said ‘yes,’ and why not 
… I have heart problems 
in my family. My mother 
had a triple heart bypass 
many years ago, so it’s 
something that’s close to 
home.”

The Stone Crock raised 
$984 while Tim Horton’s 
brought in $3,048, most 
of which came from do-
nors Lisa and Joan Foer-
ster. 

Last year, with five 
teams on-board, the Wool-
wich area raised $14,000, 
but with fewer rides this 
time around, Gauci said 
they set their sites lower 
as a response. 

She noted they have 
been gearing up for the 
event since January 
when they began recruit-
ing teams; the real fund-
raising drive, complete 
with pledge forms, kick 
started in April. 

opened its doors in 1904 
as a single-room school-
house. Over the years, as 
enrollment has skyrocket-
ed, the school experienced 
frequent additions, includ-
ing major expansions in 
1958 and 1968. Originally 
a JK to Grade 8 school, 
primary students were 
bussed to Winterbourne 
Public School starting 
in 1966 and continuing 
until 2003. When Winter-
bourne closed its doors, 
Conestogo regained its’ 
JK to Grade 4 component. 
Currently the school has 
301 students enrolled. 

To prepare for the cel-
ebration of a century, or-
ganizers got started back 
in January. 

“You kind of realize, 
‘wow, it’s the 100th an-
niversary of the school.’ 
Since the New Year, we’ve 
put out phone calls and 
[advertised] asking peo-
ple for memorabilia. We 
are hoping people see it.”

Larke added they also 
sent out formal invita-
tions to alumni back in 
March and current stu-
dents received invita-
tions of their own – so 
that everybody connected 
with the school will know 
what’s happening, she 
said. 

“It would be lovely to 
see a couple of hundred 
people [there].” 

The ceremony will run 
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
For info, call 669-3773.  

Continued from page 23

Conestogo PS at 
the century markContinued from page 23

Big wheels keep on turning

KYLE REA

ON EASY STREET Karen Bergey 
(left) got the easy seat after 
raising $600.
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STAG & DOE

STAG & DOE
for

Jessika Brubacher
and Robb Fiorillo
SATURDAY, JUNE 4
FROM 8:00PM - 1:00AM

ST. CLEMENTS
COMMUNITY CENTRE

TICKETS: $10.00 EACH

LUNCH INCLUDED
FREE BUS SERVICE 
BACK TO ELMIRA

FOR TICKETS CALL

669-3880 or
669-3495

(Tickets also available at the door)

FAMILY 
ALBUM

STAG & DOE

Christa Gingrich
& George Bottineau

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
STARTS AT 8:00PM

BRIDGEPORT COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, KITCHENER, ON
TICKETS: $10 / 2FOR $18
BUFFET SERVED AT 11PM
Prizes • Games • Fun
& SO MUCH MORE!

Tickets available at the door

IN MEMORIAMBIRTH NOTICE

FREEMAN Shawn and The-
resa thank God for the safe 
arrival of their first child, 
Nathan Jeff was born April 
19th, 2005 weighing 6lbs 
1oz.
Proud grandparents are Don 
& Beth Clemmer and Richard 
and Donna Freeman.

BIRTH NOTICE

IT’S A BOY!
TOEWS David and An-
drea along with big sisters 
Abigail and Rachael are 
pleased to announce the ar-
rival of NATHANIEL DAVID 
JOHN born Thursday May 
12th at 3:45a.m., weighing 
8lbs 10 oz

STEPHANIE FUTHER
In loving memory of a 
dear wife, mother and 

grandmother who passed 
away on May 22, 2004

Do not mourn for me, 
for I have not left you.
Look in the eyes of my 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
and you will find me there.

Loved and always 
remembered by Bill, 

Jennifer, Jocelyne &family

DEATH NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM

STAG & DOE FOR
CHRISTINE WRIGHT
& WAYNE FRASER
Saturday May 28th, 2005
at 8:00 pm • $10/person 

at Waterloo Rod & Gun Club
RR#1, St. Jacobs

ORVAL HOLLING
April 21 1922- April 28 2005

STAG & DOE

We would like to thank all 
of our friends for the com-
forting words and the love 
shown to us during Orval’s 
funeral. Thank you for tak-
ing the time to attend the 
visitation or the funeral. 
Thank you for providing 
food, cards and telephone 
calls.

Orval loved writing poetry. 
After Orval’s funeral we 
discovered this one, and 
we would like to share with 
you... our friends!

There is nothing really the                      
matter with me
I’m as healthy as can be
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin
But I’m awful well for the shape I’m in

Tender Tootsies I have for feet
Or I wouldn’t be able to be on the street
Sleep is denied me night after night
But every morning I find I’m alright
My memory is fading, 
my head’s in a spin
But I’m awful well for the shape I’m in

The moral is this, as this tale I unfold
That for me and you are growing old
It’s better to say “I’m fine” with a grin
Then to let folks know the 
shape we are in.

Tickets at the door 
or call 664-2391

BROUGHTON, Betty (Rock) 
Passed away peacefully, at Listowel Me-
morial Hospital, on Sunday, May 15, 2005 
in her 76th year.

Local relatives are daughter Debbie Wil-
son and her husband Frank of Linwood 
and son Tom Broughton and his wife 
Tammy of Milverton.

The best way to let all your
friends and neighbours know

MAY 30-31, June 1-2, 6-9
Join us for great events, great 
competition and a great time!
Questions: srgames26@golden.net
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16th ANNUAL
FIREWORKS SALE

by the region’s largest fireworks retailer

SHOWTIME FIREWORKS

FAMILY
KITS
Starting at 

$1739

You 
can’t miss
the sign!

LOTS
OF
NEW
ITEMS
OPEN
MAY 13 - MAY 23
9:30 am - 8:30 pm

888-7278
505-6131

JW USED FURNITURE
725 King St. N.

Waterloo
(King & Bridge)

or take Hwy. 85 to 
Reg. Rd. 15

Door
Crasher
Specials

New 
100 Shot

Cakes
Available

18 $100Different 
fireworks 

for less than
ea.

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN

ART IN BLOOM Acclaimed Canadian artist Glen Loates (left), signing autographs at the Greenway 
Blooming Centre last Saturday (May 16), discusses his latest work with John Huisman, owner of nearby 
Waterloo Flowers.

PIECE  
BY PIECE
SERIOUS ABOUT 
PLAYTIME Volunteers 
from the Linwood 
community, including 
Ed Moser, gathered 
at the new recreation 
centre last Saturday 
(May 16) to erect new 
playground equipment 
for children. About a 
dozen people turned 
out to help, mostly from 
the Linwood Lions Club.
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REAL
ESTATE
THE ONLY WEEKLY LISTING YOU NEED

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira may not be 
a coastal town, but 
next Saturday resi-

dents can eat like it is: the 
Kiwanis Club of Elmira 
is hosting its 24th annual 
Lobsterfest dinner at 
Lions Hall in support of 
community projects.

“They don’t get much 
fresher than this,” event 
chair Eric Adams said, 
noting the crustaceans 
are flown in from She-
diac, New Brunswick the 
morning of Lobsterfest.

“The lobsters are a good 

size; they’re a pound-and-
a-half, which is probably 
larger than the average 
lobster you get at a lob-
ster dinner.”

Since its inception 23 
years ago, about nine tons 
of lobster has been served 
at the annual event. In 
2004, about 550 people 
turned out to dine – split 
between two sittings – and 
raised about $8,000 for the 
club’s projects.

“We’d be happy if we 
could do the same. … The 
price of lobster went up 
this year,” Adams said. 
To compensate for the in-
creased cost, ticket prices 

have also risen this time 
around. “I’m not sure that 
it’ll compensate enough 
because we had to set our 
prices … before we knew 
the price of lobster.”

The second serving 
– which is followed by 
a dance – is always the 
most popular. Typically, 
about 100 people turn out 
for the first serving, with 
the hall running at full 
capacity (450 people) by 
the time the second set of 
dishes are put to work.

“The hall only holds 
450, so what we’re trying 
to do is get a few more 
for the early sitting. It’s 

Catering to crustacean cravings
Lobsterfest profits used to support local projects

the same meal, they just 
won’t get the dance,” Ad-
ams noted.

Along with lobster, at-
tendees will find prime 
rib of beef on their plates, 
as well as an array of side 
dishes, with pie for des-
sert.

Tickets for the first serv-
ing cost $30; the price 
goes up to $40 for those 
looking to cut a rug as 
well as dine. Tickets can 
be purchased from Reid’s 
Decorating in downtown 
Elmira, as well as any 
member of the Kiwanis 
Club or by calling 669-
3658.

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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How and where to butt in line.... and get away with it
 Q.  How do you rudely cut in 
line and get away with it?

A.  Get away with it may-
be, just hope that Attila’s 
not queued there.  From 
the book Cheap Psycho-
logical Tricks: What to 
Do When Hard Work, 
Honesty and Perseverance 
Fail, by Perry W. Buffing-
ton, Ph.D., you brazen up 
to cut in near the front, 
figuring folks there have 
almost made it and won’t 
see you as a threat.  Plus, 
the line-headers will like-
ly be in a good, charitable 
mood by that time.

You’d think cutting in 
farther back would be eas-
ier, but this is the “worry 
zone,” where queuers fear 
investing time only to be 
cut off near the ticket win-
dow, or whatever. 

In one study, three-quar-
ters of midline or later 
cutters drew complaints, 

compared to a quarter 
near the front.

Another tack, notes Gre-
ta Garbage’s Outrageous 
Bathroom Book, is to re-
quest to cut in BEHIND 
someone near the front 
– totally ridiculous since 
it’s no sacrifice to this per-
son, so on what grounds 
may this permission be 
granted you?  Which is ex-
actly why this might work, 
leaving the rearward folks 
flabbergasted.
Q.  If a tornado rated at F-
6 on the Fujita scale were 
heading your way, where 
should you seek cover?

A.  A bomb shelter might 
be advisable!  The Fujita 
tornado scale commonly 
goes from F0 to F5, with 
F-5 signifying winds 261-
318 mph, dealing incred-
ible damage, says Plym-
outh State University 
meteorology professor 

Lourdes Aviles.  Strong 
frame houses would be 
lifted off foundations and 
destroyed, automobiles 
hurled skyward like mis-
siles, pavement peeled 
off roadways. F-6 winds, 
scaled at 319-379 mph, 
are unlikely, maybe even 
impossible.  Their area of 
damage would likely be 
unrecognizable in any 
case amid the surround-
ing rubble from F-5/F-4 
winds.  In fact, official 
estimates generally come 
AFTER a tornado passes, 
based on apparent dam-
age since any regular 
wind-measuring instru-
ments in the tornado’s 
path would be destroyed.

But an Oklahoma twist-
er a few years ago was 
Doppler-pegged right at 
318 mph, so measuring 
an F-6 could be just a 
matter of time.  Theoreti-
cally there can be winds 
over 450 mph from a su-
per-hurricane, or “hyper-
cane,” says Aviles. 

The ocean surface tem-
perature would need to be 
120 degrees!  “This amount 
of warming could be 
achieved only by extreme 
global warming or the heat 
from a huge asteroid im-
pact, itself probably caus-
ing global destruction.”
Q.  Very bad news:  Skytrack-
ers say we’ve all got one week 
before an asteroid hits Earth.  

Is there any place you might go 
to help dodge what’s coming?   

A.  Be thankful if you’ve 
got a gas-frugal car, then 
fill up and head north 
(depending on location) 
into Canada, says Stan 
Odenwald in Back to the 
Astronomy Cafe. The rea-
soning is that asteroid or-
bits make hits more likely 
within about 25 degrees 
latitude of the equator, 
though they’re possible 
anywhere, says Sonoma 
State University astrono-
mer Philip Plait.  Meteor-
ites are found even in the 
Antarctic, so going North 
could backfire.

Getting to higher ground 
is probably a good bet, says 
Plait.  That way you avoid 
floods if there is a tsunami 
from an ocean impact.  But 
a mountain near the San 
Andreas fault might be a 
bad choice.  How about get-

ting into an airplane? 
Maybe, unless the impact 

is really close – an air-
borne shock wave could 
slap a plane right out of 
the sky!

Of course, these are only 
educated guesses, and 
it might be better just to 
stay at home near social 
services.

For asteroids less than 
a mile across, only local 
regions will take a bad 
hit.  For five miles across, 
best to make sure all 
your affairs are in order, 
says Plait.  The  five-mile 
dino-doomer released 
energy billions of times 
more than the world’s 
total nuclear arsenal.  
Rocks blown up through 
the atmosphere and fall-
ing back to Earth would 
cause widespread fires.  
Not to mention earth-
quakes, tsunamis.... 
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

May 23
Giant Fireworks 2005. Optimist’ fireworks 
– live entertainment, door prizes, food and drinks, 
popcorn. Park opens at 7 p.m. fireworks at dusk. 
Rain date Sat. May 28. Conestogo Park, in the 
village of Conestogo at the corner of Northfield 
Drive and Sawmill Road. Sponsored by the 
Conestogo/Winterbourne Optimists. $4/person, or 
$10/family or car load. Fun activities for young kids, 
bring blankets and lawn chairs. 

May 24 
Diabetes Self- Care Group New date & time. Two 
consecutive Tues. May 24  May 31, 7-9 p.m. cost. 
Call 664-3794 to register. 
St. Jacobs Quilt Show – Tues. May 24 – Thurs. 
May 27, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  Fri. May 28, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Guest artists, tea, Fashion Show –with lunch 
or dinner. Celebrating 10 years of quilt shows. Visit 
our Web site www.stjacobs.com
Gentle Moves Register now for session May 30 
– June 27. Mon. 7-8 p.m. Cost $13.75. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics. Register 
now for session May 30 – June 29, Cost $33.00. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics. Register 
now for session May 31 – June 30. Cost $27.50. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.

May 27
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45-11:15 a.m. For parents 
and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Baby Massage: 
techniques for giving massage treatments to 
babies. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-
3794.

June 3
Zion United Church Women are hosing a Rummage 
Sale, 32 Weber St. W., Kitchener. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Large assortment of household and home décor 
items, clothes, tools, books and much more. 

June 3 (continued)
MennoFolk Festival June 3-4. This festival of 
music takes place at Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp, 
RR1, New Hamburg. $18 weekend pass. For more 
information contact Mark Killer Harder at 519-650-
3806 or markdh@mcec.on.ca

June 4 
Hidden Acres Camp in New Hamburg presents HAC 
Attack 2005: 3-on-3 basketball tournament for Grade 
5 and up. Entry fee $20 per player. For more details 
and to register call (519)625-8602. All proceeds to 
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp. 
St. Boniface, Maryhill Parish Bazaar 3-7 p.m., St 
Boniface, Maryhill School. Main draw, bake table, 
adult and children’s penny table, live and silent 
auction, refreshment booth and more. Free. For 
information call Marlene Lehman 836-8271, Lisa 
Zettel 648-2624, Diane Strickler 648-2832. 

June 5 
Lions Foundation of Canada “Walk For Dog Guides”. 
A fun five-km walk for people and pooches of all ages. 
8:30 registration/9:30 walk. Elmira Memorial Forest 
(Snyder Street) The Kissing Bridge Trailway. Lunch 
served after the walk. Call 669-8188 for information.

June 9
St. Jacobs Lions Fish Fry by Howell’s. 5-8 p.m. at 
St. Jacobs Community Centre. Tickets call Harold 
664-2796, or Mike 669-5884. 

June 12 
Rick Hansen Wheels in Motion Roll For Hope. 1:30 
p.m: bike, wheel, skate, run or walk with us at the third 
annual Rick Hansen Wheels in Motion event at Elmira 
Plaza, at the corner of Oriole Pkwy. & Industrial Dr., in 
Elmira. Registration 12:30 p.m. Come and bring your 
family and friends for a fun afternoon! Wheelchair 
games, food, prizes and displays. Register online at  
www.rickhansen.com or call Sheila or Lauris at 669-
2578 or Taposhi at 669-3014. 
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July 21  •  Jamboree Reunion Band
July 28  •  Paul Stouffer Trio
August 4  •  Pork Chop Review
August 11  •  Summit Jazz Band

June 16  •  Pork Chop Review
June 23  •  Paul Stouffer Trio
July 7  •  Royal City Sax Quartet
July 14 •  Grand River Brass

www.woolwichobserver.com

Gore Park, Elmira

* All concerts Thursday evenings starting at 7:00pm and run until 8:30pm

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There will be a rain-
bow of colours rid-
ing slowly along 

area roads next month, as 
the Henry Ford’s Dream 
antique tractor club 
hosts its first tractor run. 
The June 4 event will see 
the machines take a 27-
kilometre tour through 
the area to showcase the 
club’s vehicles.

“It gives you an opportu-
nity to show off your trac-
tor. Usually, it’s interest-
ing for people watching 
this thing come by to see 
all these antique tractors 
lined up one after an-
other,” club member and 
event organizer Bruce 
Ogram of Wallenstein 
told the Observer. “It’s 
just something fun to do 
with our antique trac-
tors.”

The tour hits the road 
– actually, it’s the road 
shoulder for most of the 
ride – starting at 10 a.m. 
from the Ford/New Hol-
land dealership on Line 
86 in Wallenstein. A 
convoy will then travel 

Tractors get in 
gear for June run

“It’s just something fun to do with our
antique tractors,” says run organizer

around Hawkesville be-
fore making a lunchtime 
stop at a restaurant south 
of Elmira. Drivers will 
then loop around another 
path and back to the deal-
ership.

“Hopefully we’ve got a 
good run set up,” Ogram 
said, noting some of the 
route will take drivers on 
private roads through ru-
ral properties, with per-
mission from property 
owners.

Having organized a 
similar tractor run last 
year – from Erbsville to 
Wellesley Village and 
back – Ogram suggested 
the recently formed Ford 
club take up the chal-
lenge when asked for 
ideas for summertime 
activities. Typically, the 
club of about 40 mem-
bers meets at the agri-
cultural museum near 
Milton, but that didn’t 
seem like the right area 
for a tractor run.

“In the Milton area, the 
roads don’t lend them-
selves to farm tractors 
because it’s built up with 
fast highways. So I said 
I’d be willing to set it up 

in this area, where we’ve 
got the little country 
roads and Mennonites 
working in the fields. To 
Milton people, and wher-
ever these people come 
from, it should be inter-
esting to them,” Ogram 
explained.

It’s unknown how many 
tractors will participate 
in the run, though the 
members of five area 
tractor clubs have been 
invited.

“Maybe we’ll get 18; 
maybe we’ll get 70. Who 
knows? It’s hard to say,” 
the organizer noted, add-
ing that while the focus 
is on antique tractors “it 
wouldn’t be unacceptable 
if somebody came with a 
fairly new tractor.

“I think there’ll be quite 
a few from this area,” he 
said of the antique turn-
out.

There will be room for a 
few passengers with the 
tractor parade – a trailer 
will be connected to carry 
up to 30 non-drivers. And 
taking up the convoy rear 
will be a portable toilet, 
just in case anyone needs 
it before the next stop.

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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RICHARD VIVIAN

PREPARING FOR A RUN  Wallenstein’s Bruce Ogram is working to repair a couple of his antique tractors 
in preparation for a June 4 all-colours tractor run he’s organized for the Henry Ford’s Dream club. The event 
will feature a tour through area routes.
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V I S I T  Y O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E  R E T A I L E R  O R  D O D G E . C A  
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ††, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of new in-stock 2005 Dodge trucks equipped as described.
Prices and total obligations listed exclude freight ($1,050 for Dakota and $1,175 for Ram trucks), licence, insurance, applicable taxes, registration, retailer charges and $50 PPSA. Offers are subject to change without
notice. Retailers are free to set individual prices. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * Cash 
purchase prices apply only to 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab ST 4x4 (26A+AHC+DSA+GFD+WF2+NMC), Dakota Club Cab ST 4x2 (23A) and cannot be combined with purchase financing. † Leases are based on 
24 month terms for 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab ST 4x4 (26A+AHC+DSA+GFD+WF2+NMC): total lease obligation is $9,735 @ 0% ALR. †† Leases are based on 36 month terms for 2005 Dodge Dakota Club Cab
ST 4x2 (23A): total lease obligation is $9,687 @ 0% ALR. First month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometers limited to 40,800 for 24-month leases and 61,200 for 36-month leases; 

charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometers. ** 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on new, in-stock 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 (excluding Ram SRT-10), Ram 2500/3500 (gas
models only) and Dakota (all models). Example: $30,000 financed @ 0% for 60 months, monthly payment is $500, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $30,000.
If customers choose 0% financing they forego additional incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate factoring in these incentives could be up to 5.3%.
∆ Best-in-class claim based on 2005 model year competitive information available at time of printing. ™Sentry Key and Club Cab are trademarks of DaimlerChrysler
Corporation. ® Quad Cab, Magnum and HEMI are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™ Infinity is a trademark of Harman International Industries Inc. 
‡ Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2005 model year Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab and Dakota Club Cab.

BIGGER IN CANADA

BETTER IN A DODGE

2005 DODGE RAM 3500 QUAD CAB® LARAMIE 4X4 “DUALLY” 
• 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine • Best-in-class∆ 330 hp @ 4800 rpm and 375 lb-ft of torque @ 4200 rpm • Electronic shift 2-range part-time shift-on-the-fly
transfer case • 5-speed automatic transmission • Dual-zone temperature control • AM/FM/CD stereo  with ∞Infinity™ Premium Sound System 
• 4-wheel disc brakes with 4-wheel anti-lock (ABS) • Power windows, doors, locks, heated mirrors, adjustable pedals and driver and front-passenger
seats • Leather-faced seating with Preferred Suede™ inserts • Next-generation, multistage driver and front outboard passenger air bags
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0%** PURCHASE FINANCING 
FOR 60 MONTHS
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Only during  DODGE TRUCK DAYS

$158††
OR

LEASE 
FOR

ALL NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB CAB™ ST 4X2 

PURCHASE FOR

$18,998*

• 210 hp 3.7L Magnum® V6 engine • 6-speed manual transmission • Air conditioning 
• AM/FM/CD stereo with four speakers • 16-inch styled steel wheels • Advanced multistage 
driver and front outboard passenger air bags with Occupant Classification System (OCS) 
• Front disc, rear drum brakes with rear-wheel anti-lock (ABS) • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer

OR CHOOSE PURCHASE FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS 0%**

PER MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS
WITH $3,999 DOWN PAYMENT
OR EQUIVALENT TRADE
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

AWARDED NHTSA FIVE STAR CRASH RATING‡

for front and side impact, the U.S. Government’s highest rating.

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB® ST 4X4
PURCHASE FOR

$29,998*

$239†
OR

LEASE 
FOR

PER MONTH FOR 24 MONTHS
WITH $3,999 DOWN PAYMENT
OR EQUIVALENT TRADE
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

OR CHOOSE PURCHASE FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS 0%**

AWARDED NHTSA FIVE STAR CRASH RATING‡

for frontal impact, the U.S. Government’s highest rating.

• 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine • 345 hp @ 5400 rpm, 375 lb-ft of torque @ 4200 rpm • Air conditioning • 5-speed
automatic transmission • 17-inch chrome clad wheels • Anti-spin differential • 2-range part-time shift-on-the-
fly, floor-mounted transfer case • AM/FM/CD stereo with four speakers • 4-wheel disc brakes with rear-wheel

anti-lock (ABS) • Next-generation, multistage driver and front outboard passenger
air bags • Trailer tow group • Rear sliding window • Heavy-duty engine cooling system
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