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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira’s north end is 
poised for a dramatic 
makeover as a new 
developer draws up 

plans for some 900 homes on 
what is now farmland front-
ing on Church Street West.

More than 170 acres of land 
will be transformed under the 
Lunor Group Inc. proposal 
for an integrated community 
development. Company presi-

dent Sam Scicluna promises 
something unique to the town, 
using the characteristics of the 
land and providing eye-pleas-
ing designs.

“Elmira has a chance to 
participate, from a planning 
standpoint, in a true commu-
nity – it’s a large enough parcel 
[with] one landowner that we 
can do something spectacular 
here.”

The property, acquired ear-
lier this year when Lunor 
bought the abutting Martin 

and Brubacher farms, extends 
back from Church Street east 
of Eldale Road, surrounding 
such places as ARC Industries, 
Eldale Veterinary Clinic and 
Elmira Farm Service.

Development will back onto 
and oversee the Elmira Golf 
Club, a tributary of the Cana-
gagigue Creek and the Kissing 
Bridge Trail.

“What more could we have 
been blessed with on this site?” 
Scicluna asked.

Development is likely to get 

underway in 2008.
While Lunor is a new com-

pany, its principals are no 
stranger to Elmira. Scicluna 
runs Claysam Homes Ltd., cur-
rently building houses under 
the Penn’s Way banner across 
the road from the Lunor site, 
at Church Street and Killdeer 
Drive. Partners Danny Fino-
ro and brother Peter operate 
Finoro Homes, which owns the 
Bristow Creek property for-
merly developed by Hoflinger 
Holdings.

His company’s experience in 
Elmira made Danny Finoro 
eager to pursue new opportu-
nities in the community.

“We’re very excited about 
this project. Obviously it’s 
a long-term commitment 
here,” he said, estimating 15 
years as the minimum build-
out time.

Based in Guelph, where the 
construction boom has seen 
rapid growth in residential 
development, Finoro said the 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The students are gone, 
but the lingering ef-
fects of the school 
year are still rippling 

through the neighbourhood 
around Elmira District Sec-
ondary School. Irate residents 
fed up with parking, littering 
and vandalism problems they 
blame on students are petition-
ing the township for sweeping 
changes.

Delegates representing ho-
meowners around the Elmira 
high school found a sympathet-
ic ear at Woolwich council this 
week.

Citing tales of drinking, drug 
use and disregard for public 
safety, they asked councillors 
to clamp down on parking, par-
ticularly on University Avenue, 
and to force the school to move 
its smoking area – students 

Neighbours petition township 
against rowdy EDSS students

Residents ask Woolwich council to curb student drinking, vandalism around EDSS
currently use the so-called 
U in front of the building, an 
area owned by the township. 
The delegates also requested 
more supervision by school ad-
ministrators, Woolwich bylaw 
enforcement officers and Wa-
terloo Regional Police.

Beyond smoking, littering and 
profanity, students regularly 
gather on streets across from 
the school to drink alcohol and 
smoke drugs, they charged.

“They’re drinking out there 
– not just on Friday afternoon, 
or Thursday, but Monday morn-
ings they’re out there drink-
ing. They will stand right out 
in the middle of the street with 
a beer bottle in their hands,” 
said Sandra Bott.

Chrys Greenwood, whose 
property is next door to the 
school, told councillors he rou-
tinely finds beer bottles strewn 
about the area. The bottles 

▼ PAGE 23



Wellesley council 
narrowly ap-
proved a deci-

sion to increase meal 
allowances for township 
staff while on business 
trips or at conferences at 
a meeting July 4. Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn provid-
ed the tie-breaking vote 
to approve the motion, 
which would see council-
lors reimbursed for $55 
in meal expenses - $10 for 
breakfast, $20 for lunch, 
$25 for dinner – accu-
mulated while away on 
township business. Re-
ceipts from staff will be 
required. Under the for-
mer arrangement, $50 in 
meal stipends were pro-
vided. Coun. Joe Nowak 
suggested that, come 
dinner time, the town-

ship should fit the bill 
for alcohol. “If I choose 
at that time to go down to 
the restaurant and have 
a cheeseburger and a 
couple of beers, I’m still 
saving the township a 
pile of money, but you’re 

not going to be paying 
for my beers?” Coun. 
Ron Hackett reminded 
Nowak that drinking 
alcohol is a personal 
decision and the town-
ship won’t be paying for 
it. His idea was not in-

cluded in the final mo-
tion. Nowak and Coun. 
Jeff Hilker, concerned 
around increasing work 
for township staff and 
whether an increase was 
necessary, voted against 
the motion. 

Bell investigating as Elmira residents report
intermittent static, interruption on lines
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join a host of other trash. 
When confronted about 
littering, the students re-
spond with profanity.

Congregating in the U-
shaped driveway, students 
often throw garbage onto 
his lawn. They’ve also 
broken his fence, cut his 
phone line, and trampled 
his property while tres-
passing, he said. Students 
have also prevented a bus 
driver from picking up 
his handicapped child on 
University Avenue – the 
bus company now insists 
on parking on Arthur 
Street, disrupting traffic, 
because of harassment.

Preventing students 
from misusing that small 
stretch of University Av-
enue would go a long way 
in solving the problem, 

Greenwood suggested.
Neighbours have twice 

been successful in having 
the smoking area moved 
from the U, alleviating 
many of the problems. 
They’re frustrated the 
problem has returned.

“How many times does 
something have to be de-
feated before it is defeated? 
This is a municipal street, 
it’s plowed by the town-
ship, the sweeper comes in 
and sweeps it – why are we 
maintaining a smoking 
area for students?

“That space is a memo-
rial to the young people 
who have died. It’s des-
ecrated by cigarette 
butts, by fires being 
set. The trees that have 
been planted there in 
their memory have been 
ripped and torn apart,” 

Greenwood added.
The neighbourhood plea 

prompted councillors to 
promise some action be-
fore school resumes in 
September.

“I share your disgust 
and your anger,” said 
Coun. Mark Bauman. 

“I could never under-
stand the policy of the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board has come 
up with of having no 
smoking on their school 
property – they’re basi-
cally burying their heads 
in the sand. As for the 
drinking, nobody there 
should be consuming al-
cohol, period. They’re not 
19 yet. So that needs to be 
dealt with.”

Council directed staff 
to look at measures, such 
as banning smoking on 

public property adjacent 
the school and increased 
bylaw enforcement, that 
might curb some of the 
problems. A meeting be-
tween councillors, EDSS 
principal Gary Ayre, 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board administra-
tors and police is planned 
for Aug. 23.

“We need to determine 
responsibility. Everyone 
passes the buck here,” 
said Coun. Murray Mar-
tin. “These poor people 
that live there, there’s no 
reason why this has to go 
on like that.”

Contacted by the Ob-
server July 6, Ayre said 
he would welcome the 
chance to make the 
school’s case.

“There are two sides to 
the story,” he noted, argu-

ing the problem is not as 
widespread as some of the 
neighbours would make it. 
“You have to expect some 
issues when you’re next 
door to a high school.”

The school is somewhat 
handcuffed by a lack of 
resources to supervise 
the property, and admin-
istrators have no author-
ity once students leave 
school grounds. Provin-
cial policies and board 
rules, he added, leave 
little flexibility when it 
comes to smoking: it’s 
simply not allowed on 
school property. 

Any move to further re-
strict parking and smok-
ing areas could prove a 
major hardship for EDSS, 
affecting more students 
than just the small group 
who may be causing some 

problems.
Sgt. Merv Knechtel of 

Elmira’s Division 3A also 
cited manpower issues in 
handling ongoing com-
plaints from neighbours. 
Officers have laid charg-
es relating to underage 
drinking, possession of 
alcohol and unnecessary 
noise, but can’t always 
catch students in the act.

As with Ayre, he said 
he’s looking forward to 
discussing methods to re-
duce incidents around the 
high school. Neighbours, 
he added, are encouraged 
to be vigilant, and to con-
tact police every time 
there is a concern.

“We want them to call. 
We know they’re con-
cerned, and we’re mind-
ful of the problem,” he 
said.

Continued from cover

Board, police, school, township, neighbours to meet

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The cause of a fatal 
collision that killed 
an Elmira woman 

June 30 remains un-
known as police continue 
to investigate. 

Dawn Farr, 44, was 
killed instantly when her 
car collided head-on with 
a transport truck on Ar-
thur Street, just south of 
Listowel Road. 

“She didn’t feel a thing 
and there was no pain,” 
said regional police 
Const. David Weber. 

Alcohol, excessive speed 
and a curve in the road 
have all been ruled out 
as potential causes of the 
incident. 

According to police, just 
after 1 p.m., Farr was 

northbound in her Chev-
rolet Malibu, traveling 
about 80 km/h. She was 
just about to enter the 
curve in Arthur Street 
when  she crossed the yel-
low line and came into 
the path of a southbound 
transport truck. Travel-
ling 60 km/h, the truck 
driver, 29-year-old Ruphin 
Mugabo of Brampton, at-
tempted to swerve onto 
the shoulder, but was 
unable to avoid the colli-
sion. The force of impact 
knocked the car back into 
the middle of the road and 
ruptured a fuel canister 
on the truck. 

Leaking diesel fuel and 
oil, Mugabo careened off 
the west guardrail before 
guiding his truck into a 
ditch on the east side of 
the road. 

Head-on crash claims life of Elmira woman
Cause of collision with transport truck still under investigation

Farr was pronounced 
dead at the scene; the 
Brampton man was shak-
en but uninjured in the 
collision. There were no 
other passengers in ei-
ther vehicle and no one 
else was injured.  

A stretch of Arthur 
Street and Sawmill Road 
was closed until just af-
ter 9 p.m. while police 
investigated the collision 
and cleaned up debris. 
The Ministry of the En-
vironment was involved 
in cleaning up the fuel 
spills. Traffic was routed 
around Elmira and a long 
line of cars could be seen 
along New Jerusalem and 
Listowel Roads. 

Police are still trying to 
determine why the col-
lision occurred. Weber 
said they have retrieved 
the Malibu’s data record-
er and have sent it off to 
GM for translation. They 
are also working with 
Transport Canada to de-
termine if mechanical 

failure was a factor. 
“We’re looking at the 

vehicle to ensure that 
there were no defects 
that contributed to the 
collision. It will be a 
couple of weeks before 

we know whether or not 
there was a problem. 
Right now there’s no rea-
son to believe there was 
a problem. We just need 
to check it out,” he said. 
“As it stands right now, 

we aren’t entirely sure 
why she crossed over the 
centre line, we’re still 
looking into that. 

“We may never know 
the reason why she 
crossed the centre line.”

KYLE REA

Wellesley approves per diems

FATAL CRASH Elmira’s Dawn Farr was northbound on Arthur Street, near Listowel Road when she crossed 
the centre line and collided head-on with a transport truck.  Police continue to investigate the cause.

Bell Canada is inves-
tigating the cause af-
ter a number of Elmira 
residents reported prob-
lems with their phone 
service. Callers noted 
an intermittent buzzing 
noise that made it dif-
ficult to carry on a con-
versation. The problems 
were first reported on 
Tuesday and continued 

as of press-time. 
The phone company 

continues to look into 
the cause. “We’re com-
mitted to being there 
for our customers and 
fixing their problems as 
soon as possible, but at 
this point there’s no pat-
tern [in the disruptions] 
– and without a pattern, 
it doesn’t seem like 

there’s any sort of cable 
problems. They seem to 
be isolated incidents,” 
said Bell spokesperson 
Mohammed Nakhooda. 
“We need to do some fur-
ther investigation.” 

Anyone experiencing 
problems, he said, can 
dial 611 and lodge a com-
plaint with Bell’s service 
department. 



UPFRONTPolice are on the lookout for a suspi-
cious man who approached a 10-year-
old boy on his way home from school 
June 29. A man stopped to ask if the boy 
– who was departing from St. Teresa 
Catholic School on Elmira’s First Street 
– wanted a ride home.
The boy refused and immediately re-

turned to school, where he reported the 
incident to the principal. Police respond-
ed to the area but were unable to locate 
the suspect; described as a man in his 
40s with dark hair and a moustache. He 
was driving a red, four-door car.
Responding to the incident, Woolwich 

Youth Soccer coaches and officials 
warned their young charges of the in-
cident this week to make “extra sure” 
parents are aware of the matter and take 
precaution.
“We’re just trying to take extra care,” 

explained Clare Cressman, houseleague 
president. “It’s something that hap-
pened in the community and we just 
want people to be aware.”
WYS decided to issue the warning be-

cause the school had already let out for 
the summer when the incident occurred, 
he added.

There was no short supply of lead feet 
in Woolwich township this week, as 
police laid numerous speeding charges, 
including ones for 99 km/h and 93 km/h 
over the posted limit.
Shortly after 3 p.m. Wednesday (July 

6), police stopped an 18-year-old Cam-
bridge man on Chilligo Road, near Bre-
slau, travelling 179 km/h in an 80 km/h 
zone. As a result, he was issued a court 
summons, where a judge will decide the 
penalty for his actions.
Similarly, a Kitchener man will have 

to appear before a judge after he was 
caught on radar going 153 km/h through 
Wallenstein at 1:51 a.m. Monday (July 
4). Wallenstein is a 60 km/h area and 
is also a community safety zone, which 
means fines are doubled. The driver 
claimed to be in a hurry because he was 
running out of gas.
Also in Wallenstein, Sunday saw two 

additional speeding charges laid. At 
10:23 a.m. an area resident was clocked 
going 36 km/h over the limit and also 
blew a ‘warn’ on a roadside breath/al-
cohol test, resulting in a 12-hour driver’s 
licence suspension. Another driver was 
caught travelling 46 km/h over the limit 
at 11:51 a.m.

A request by St. Clements fire station 
to purchase a new hay probe met with 
approval of Wellesley council July 4. The 
device, used to take the temperature of 
piles of hay to prevent ignition, would re-
place the station’s current device: a met-
al pipe with a thermometer stuck in the 
middle. Coun. Dusan Cizman expressed 
concerns around responsibility: would 
the township be liable if they tested hay 
in a farmer’s barn and later on, a fire 
broke out. “There is a heck of a lot of li-
ability here…[the farmers] should be re-
sponsible for their own actions,” he said. 
To prevent problems, Wellesley township 
fire chief Dave Geil said farmers should 
sign a waiver form after their hay has 
been inspected. Wellesley council also 
approved a suggestion that all township 
stations should be equipped with a hay 
probe. 
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A page in history
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St. Clements man’s 1940 diary found in Nova Scotia returned to his family

RICHARD VIVIAN

Suspicious man 
prompts warning 

to local youth

▼ See WHAT page 4
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Sixty-five years after it was written, a 
piece of family history was returned 
to the Baetz family this week. Grow-
ing up in a farm near St. Clements, 

Aylmer Baetz picked up his pen nearly ev-
ery day to scribble a little something about 
farm life in his diary. On Wednesday, the 
1940 diary - which turned up in Nova Scotia 
– made its way to back into the family fold.

Meeting in St. Jacobs, Ken Hamilton, who 
found the personal writings in a box at his 
home, presented the diary to Evelyn Fink 
of Meaford, Aylmer’s younger sister and the 
sole surviving member of eight siblings.

 “It’s so overwhelming. I can’t believe it,” 
Fink said as she thumbed through the book 
for the first time, noting she was “itching” 
to read it cover to cover.

“I couldn’t believe it could be so far away 
that they found this.”

Hamilton found the small black book, held 
together with duct tape, in a box while go-
ing through personal items following his 
wife’s death. Not knowing what it was at 
first, he started flipping through the pages 
and read a little about life in rural St. Cle-

ments.
“I have no idea where she got it,” he 

said, suggesting the diary was likely pur-
chased during one of their frequent rum-
mage sale stops. “We used to go to rum-
mage sales and yard sales and get boxes 
of stuff. It could have been in that.”

Whether it was purchased locally – the 
Hamiltons lived in the Cambridge area 
between 1952 and 1980 – or on the East 
Coast is unclear. Aylmer spent time sta-
tioned on Prince Edward Island as part of 
the armed services during World War II. 
He may have lost it during a visit to Nova 

Scotia, suggested his sister.
“I had no idea what it was until I started 

reading it,” Hamilton continued. “I’d just 
pick it up every once in a while and read 
some. It was very interesting.

“There’s a lot of history here, family 
history. Why should I throw it away?” he 
questioned. “If someone found some of my 
family’s, I would love to have it.”

Back in the Cambridge area to visit his 
children, Hamilton made the trip to St. Cle-
ments about two weeks ago in search of Ay-
lmer’s family. Unable to find anyone in the 
area with the same last name (Baetz), he 
started to ask local residents if they could 
recall any such family.

“On the last page or so, it says if this book 
is lost send it to RR1 St. Clements,” he ex-
plained of how the search started.

Within a couple days, Hamilton was put in 
contact with the family and arrangements 
were made for Wednesday’s meeting.

“I feel good about it because I didn’t want 
to throw it away. It’s no good to me and I 
knew the family would enjoy it,” he noted.

Not only does the diary provide a look 
through Aylmer’s eyes – he died in 1991, 
at the age of 69 – but it opened the door to 

Speeders, speeders,
everywhere

Pitch fork 
not required

A LOOK AT THE PAST  The 1940 diary of St. Clements man Aylmer Baetz recently turned up in Nova Scotia. Finder Ken Hamilton tracked down the family and 
presented them with the book this week.

TURN THE PAGE Ken Hamilton (left) thumbs through 
the diary with Evelyn Fink, Aylmer’s sister, and her 
husband Gerry.



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Urban and rural 
children alike 
are no match for 

Old Order Mennonites, 
at least when it comes 
to physical activity and 
fitness. A 2002 study, re-
leased Tuesday (July 5), 
shows Old Order children 
are more active, “much 
stronger,” and generally 
leaner than their contem-
porary counterparts.

The four-month study 
– which included Old Or-
der Mennonite children 
from the Mount Forest 
area – was conducted by 
University of Saskatch-
ewan professor of kine-
siology Mark Tremblay 
to provide additional 
insight into the growing 
obesity epidemic among 
Canadian children. The 
study also looked at chil-
dren in an urban area 
(Saskatoon) and contem-
porary rural living in 
Saskatchewan.

“We wanted to use that 
community as a vehicle 
for going back in time 
to see what the activity 
behaviours were like of 
kids two-, three-, four-, 
five-generations ago and 
compare that to kids 
living a more modern, 
contemporary lifestyle,” 
Tremblay said of includ-
ing Old Order Menno-
nites in the study.

“Back before it (child-
hood obesity) was a prob-
lem, back in the day when 
agrarian lifestyle was 
the norm … of course we 
didn’t measure physical 
activity. Who would mea-
sure it, you do it all the 
time, it’s just part of liv-
ing? Unfortunately now 

Mennonite kids are 
stronger, leaner, more 

active says study
Old Order studied as a means of looking into the past

we realize it’s a problem, 
we don’t have any base-
line information to say 
‘how much were we get-
ting and how were we 
getting it before it was a 
problem?’”

In all, 399 children be-
tween the ages of eight 
and 13 were measured 
(height, weight and skin 
fold) and had their blood 
pressure checked. Fit-
ness and strength testing 
were also done. As well, 
children were fitted with 
an accelerometre for a 
week to measure their 
movements and activity.

Lifestyle, speculated 
Tremblay, is the key 
difference between the 
groups. But that didn’t 
come as a surprise, he 
said. Old Order Menno-
nite children are far more 
active on a daily basis.

However, the nature of 
their activity is also much 
different than their con-
temporary-living coun-
terparts. Rather than get 
a ride, the children walk 
to school and are more 
involved with chores 
around the property.

“In their school there’s 
no organized physical 
education and in their 
communities there’s no 
organized sports struc-
ture, which is often in 
contemporary society 
where kids get most of 
their movement. So it’s a 
wonderful model to dem-
onstrate that outside of 
institutional movement 
activities there are all 
kinds of opportunities 
to be active; through 
chores, through play, 
through transportation 
and so on,” the professor 
explained.

“I think that’s what’s 

been lost in contempo-
rary living and that’s 
what’s contributing to 
our childhood obesity 
epidemic.”

Based on the findings, 
researchers estimate the 
added activity is equiva-
lent to about 15,000 calo-
ries a year or about 18 
kilograms (40 pounds) of 
fat over a decade.

Typically, when people 
discuss how to address 
the lack of physical activ-
ity among contemporary-
living children, they 
turn their attention to-
ward what can be done in 
the school setting or in-
creased organized sports 
programs. However, this 
study suggests an alter-
native approach may also 
be warranted, Tremblay 
noted.

“The Mennonite kids 
are able to meet their 
quota, prevent the obe-
sity and maintain their 
fitness in the absence 
of these artificial move-
ment environments or 
institutionalized move-
ment environments,” he 
said, adding it’s impor-
tant that parents promote 
“little bits, but frequently 
practiced bits” of physi-
cal activity into all of our 
waking hours. 

“I don’t mean go and 
get dressed for a workout 
and hop on a treadmill. 
But go and clean up your 
room or go and empty the 
dishwasher … and walk 
home to school more fre-
quently and these sorts 
of things so that children 
understand that move-
ment isn’t just a particu-
lar exercise session that 
you do and get over with 
and then sit idle the rest 
of the day.”

KYLE REA

CHAIN OF WOE
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more of the family his-
tory. Elmira’s Sandra 
Metzger, Aylmer’s niece, 
has been compiling the 
Baetz family history for 
several years, on and off. 

“It will just be awesome. 
I can hardly wait because 
I’m sure it’s going to open 

a lot of doors for me that I 
haven’t been able to find 
information about, or 
maybe just a little more 
enlightenment on who 
he was,” she told the Ob-
server. “I remember him 
from when I was growing 
up, but we didn’t see him 
very much and my par-

ents didn’t talk a whole 
lot about his life.”

Every summer the fam-
ily meets for a reunion, 
Metzger expects to get 
her first look at the diary 
then.

“It will be really fasci-
nating. I’m really excit-
ed.”

What goes around, comes around
Continued from page 3

SLAMMED FROM BEHIND  A Mildmay man was charged with careless driving after this three-
vehicle collision on Arthur Street, near Sawmill Road July 4. The lead driver slowed for traffic ahead 
and a trailing driver failed to stop, striking the back end and creating a domino-style collision. A 
Kitchener woman was taken by ambulance to Grand River Hospital as a precaution. 



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A “lively” and “pas-
sionate” voice fell 
silent last week, 

when a tragic collision 
took the life of Elmira’s 
Dawn Farr, 44. No mat-
ter what the cause or how 
busy she was, Dawn was 
always eager to lend a 
helping hand to family, 
friends and beyond.

“She was a very giving 
person. She was the type 
of person that would do 
anything for anybody. 
She was always there to 
help people with fund-
raising, whether it was 
the dance school that her 
daughters were involved 
with, Park Manor or the 
Sugar Kings,” explained 
friend of more than 20 
years Bruce Shantz.

“She touched so many 
people in different ways. 
It’s just a hollow feeling 
[now that she’s gone].”

An active member of 
the community, Dawn 

Farr remembered for her passion
“She touched so many people in different ways,” says friend

was involved with sev-
eral projects and, accord-
ing to those that knew 
her best, never shied 
away from adding more 
to her plate when called 
upon. She was a mem-
ber of the Elmira Sugar 
Kings booster club – her 
husband, Larry, is the 
team’s general manager 
– assisted a range of proj-
ects with her daughters, 
Kandis, 18, and Katelyn, 
16, and took part in the 
60-kilometre Weekend to 
End Breast Cancer walk 
in Toronto last Septem-
ber.

“She was a very passion-
ate person about every-
thing; about life, about 
her family, her activities. 
Whatever she did, she was 
so passionate, so focused 
and so true to what she 
was doing,” commented 
friend LuAnn Snyder.

“She was one of those 
people that was always 
busy, and yet when you 
would ask her to do some-
thing she would never 

say ‘no.’”
Dawn grew up in Dur-

ham, where she first met 
Larry, and continued to 
book regular family va-
cations back to the area 
every summer to catch 
up with friends there.

“That’s always been a 
big tradition with them,” 
Shantz said. “Friendship 
was very important to 
her.”

In fact, last year the 
Shantz’ (Bruce and his 
wife Laurie) joined the 
Farrs for a celebratory 
trip to New Orleans; the 
vacation marked the 
Farrs’ 20th wedding anni-
versary. Dawn had such a 
good time that when they 
got back she quickly pro-
posed a theme-party for 
all their friends.

“She wanted to share 
it with other friends so 
she suggested we have a 
party. We had a New Or-
leans-style dinner com-
plete with Mardi Gras 
beads and stuff like that. 
She just loved that kind 

of thing (playing host),” 
Shantz recalled. “Her 
house was always open to 
anyone. She always loved 
to have people there; 

ily in 2003, Dawn was one 
of the first to extend her 
hand in friendship and 
support.

“Sometimes I’d go out 
in the freezer and there’d 
just be food there from 
her. She would have just 
come and put it there and 
doesn’t even tell you,” 
LuAnn told the Observer. 
“They (the Farrs) were 
both very, very helpful 
for us through our sor-
rowful time and we cer-
tainly want to be there 
for them, too.”

A funeral service was 
held for Dawn Tuesday at 
Elmira’s Trinity United 
Church. Because of high 
attendance, a reception 
followed at Lion’s Hall.

“We knew ahead of 
time there just wouldn’t 
be room at the church,” 
Shantz noted. “They’re 
(her family) just at a 
loss. She did everything 
for them, that’s what she 
lived for. She lived for her 
daughters and her family. 
They’re just devastated.”

her daughters and their 
friends as well as her 
(Dawn’s) friends too.”

And when tragedy 
struck the Snyder fam-

KYLE REA
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ALWAYS WILLING TO HELP  Elmira’s Dawn Farr, 44, is remembered 
as someone friends could always turn to when they needed a hand.

HOME GROWN Home Hardware founder Walter Hachborn (left) 
along with Elmira residents Dylan Cook and Jacob Schering help 
plant a tree in Elmira’s Memorial Park June 30, one of some 1,600 
donated Canada-wide by the St. Jacobs-based company. 
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This is the flagship project for Lunor. We have to ask, 
 ‘Can we do something really spectacular with this land?’

Lunor Corp. president Sam Scicluna and partners Danny 
and Peter Finoro have sweeping plans for the single-
largest development in Elmira’s history.

» Setting the pace
The Dan Snyder Memorial Golf Tour-
nament, expanding its community 
roots this year, should serve to invig-
orate public efforts to promote a new 
rec. complex in Elmira. With council 
onside for 2007, this weekend’s 
events are a perfect springboard.

» Media chill
Indicative of the Bush administra-
tion’s disregard for accountability 
and personal freedoms, New York 
Times journalist Judith Miller was 
sent to jail this week for refusing to 
divulge a whistleblower. The source 
was critical of government policy.

» Pointless death, destruction
Londoners making the daily com-
mute to work Thursday morning 
were subjected to what PM Tony 
Blair rightly called “barbaric” terror-
ist attacks, as four bombs exploded 
on the public transit system. Inno-
cent blood was spilled again.

Charity begins at home: my home that is
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Putting a lid on 
the EDSS situation

I don’t see no need for 
the government – 
which is already was-

tin’ billions of our dollars 
– to go passin’ out cash to 
no good parts of the world 
just because a bunch of 
screamin’, so-called mu-
sicians says so. 

I sure as Hades don’t see 
what all the fuss is about 
over them concerts; I’m 
sure the kids at them 
shows was more con-
cerned about takin’ the 
dope than makin’ poli-
tics – I’m bettin’ most of 
‘em don’t even show up to 
vote. And not one of ‘em 
in the lot would do what’s 
right when it comes to 
pickin’ up a gun for de-
mocracy. Half of them 
crybabies wouldn’t last a 
day in boot camp.

Anyways, right thinkin’ 
folk know we should be 
spendin’ a whole lot less, 
not more on the likes 
of them people. Most of 
them places is run by 
crooks – I want my mon-
ey in pocket, not sent off 
so some tinpot commie 
dictator can go peein’ it 
up some wall over in for-
eign parts. We’ve been 
pourin’ in billions for 
years, forgiving this loan 
and that, and things still 
ain’t no better there. It 
ain’t the money, it’s how 

they go about usin’ it – if 
mismanagement was the 
crime it ought to be, all of 
that bunch would be be-
hind bars lickety-split.

You gotta figure that 
our soft-in-the-head 
prime minister is gonna 
cave in; sure he’ll pass 
out some more millions 
– it ain’t his money. Easy 
come, easy go … except 
for those of us who is ac-
tually footin’ the bills.

You can bet that Stephen 
Harper would put an end 
to that nonsense. Folks 
have to earn money, not 
be on the dole. Charity 
begins at home: mine.

KARLA WILL REPEAT: YOU 
HEARD IT HERE FIRST

I’m sure I ain’t the only 
one who’s sick of all the 
fuss about that Homolka 
woman. It’s bad enough 
they didn’t handle that 
right in the first place – 
she and that SOB husband 
of hers ought to have been 
tarred and feathered the 
old-fashioned way a long 
time ago – but we don’t 
need to go dotin’ like she’s 
some kind of celebrity.

I gotta agree with them 

Observer boys that it 
just ain’t right that she 
should be worryin’ about 
her safety – she wasn’t 
the least bit concerned 
about what happened 
to all them poor young 
girls. As expected, you 
got some dim-bulb left-
ies sayin’ how she’s all 
different now, and paid 
her debt to society – that 
ain’t nothin’ but pure 
hogwash. People who do 
that kind of inhuman 
things ain’t never gonna 
change – they is evil to 
the core, from day-one till 
the day the world is a bet-
ter place for their passin’. 
Everyone’s heard how a 
leopard don’t change its 
spots. And everyone with 
a brain – and that leaves 
out the bleedin’ hearts – 
knows that sayin’ is true.

Maybe they had to let 
her out after the dumbass 
deal they made – though 
I ain’t necessarily buyin’ 
that argument – but that 
don’t mean they can’t 
watch her like a hawk. 
Even the eggheads say 
she’s likely gonna do the 
same again, puttin’ more 

people at risk. Other folks’ 
safety is more important. 
And if Homolka’s gotta 
live out the rest of her 
years in fear and misery, 
it’s only fair and so much 
the better.

ROAD APPLE SPLATTER 
GETS ME STEAMIN’

Since I was going on 
about dog droppings last 
week, a few folks was ma-
kin’ mention of them oth-
er little – or not-so-little 
– gifts you can find on the 
roads in these parts. And 
a horse is a good sight 
larger than most dogs, 
especially them little 
yappy ones that seem to 
be the most annoyin’ of 
the kind.

I do notice how them 
road apples is always 
full of tire marks – and 
nothin’ gets me steamed 
like splatters on the fend-
er just after I put a fresh 
shine on the Crown Vic.

Folks who’ve seen them 
race horses when we 
used to have a track in 
Elmira before they ran 
all that money outta town 
will remember them con-
traptions for catchin’ the 
poop. I don’t see why they 
couldn’t rig somethin’ up 
for all them buggies, so 
as to keep the roadways 
a little cleaner for other 
folks.

It’s a truism that every generation bemoans the be-
haviour of those who come after – the outrageous 
antics of the current crop of teenagers is always 
worse than what their parents got up to. That at-

titude can usually be chalked up to short memories 
and resistance to change – doing things differently is 
deemed wrong.

Throw in a dose of jealousy over missing out on more 
liberal or permissive times and you’ve got the mak-
ings of a lecture that begins “kids today are …”

That said, residents living near Elmira District Sec-
ondary School do have some valid reasons to question 
the moral fibre of today’s students. Or, to be clear and 
fair, a small minority that appear to be causing prob-
lems, and tarring all of their schoolmates with the 
same poor reputation.

As principal Gary Ayre notes, the school predates 
many of the houses – residents knew who their biggest 
neighbour would be when they moved in; some noise 
and other inconveniences applicable to teens – of any 
generation – would be the norm. But the stories relat-
ed to Woolwich council this week go far beyond what 
most people would consider normal conditions for 
life nearby a high school. Particularly, allegations of 
regular drinking and drug use in sight of the school, 
coupled with driving and obstructing traffic, go well 
beyond a kids-will-be-kids philosophy.

The actions seem far more brazen than most people 
will recall of their own school days. It’s not that young 
people of a previous generation didn’t get up to things 
they shouldn’t have – or at least things their parents 
wouldn’t condone – but such things were usually done 
as quietly as possible. Nobody really wanted the kind 
of attention misbehaving almost inevitably provoked.

Those with a disciplinary bent, especially of a cer-
tain age, might well wonder where the parents are 
in all of this. If the schools, and even the police have 
been made increasingly powerless by often misguided 
legislation, parental control may be the last bastion 
– although they, too, have been kneecapped by an as-
sortment of rules and regulations.

Nobody expects absolute peace and quite, let alone 
sainthood from high school students, even those at 
an institution as well-regarded as EDSS. In many re-
gards, every batch is identical to the one that came be-
fore it: puberty, hormones and adolescence in 2005 are 
the same as they were in 1955 and 1905.

The underlying problem seems to be one of consider-
ation – a small minority has none, not for the neighbours, 
not for the school and not for their fellow students.

Woolwich councillors, sensitive to the complaints 
they heard this week, are eager to address the situa-
tion before classes resume in September. Bringing the 
stakeholders together is a first step. Imposing deter-
rents is the logical next move: make the U in front of 
the building both off-limits and uninviting to those 
who ought not to be there; install plenty of lighting 
and video cameras at all suspect locations; and ag-
gressively enforce the stricter rules. On the latter, Sgt. 
Merv Knechtel, noting his detachement doesn’t have 
the manpower to provide constant attention, points 
to a plaza near a Waterloo high school as an example 
– there, a paid-duty police officer patrols the area dur-
ing lunch hour (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.) every school day. 
Not surprisingly, the number of problems – many of 
them similar to what EDSS neighbours report – has 
dropped dramatically.

With that, and any other measure, councillors, school 
board officials and neighbours must decide what price 
is worth paying. 
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What do you miss
about school?” Natasha

Meekison

“Probably my 
friends. I don’t 
get to see them 
over the sum-
mer.”

Alex
Fonte

“ B r o a d e n i n g 
your horizon 
and learning 
new things. And 
trying things you 
haven’t tried be-
fore.”

Andrew
Shutsa

“I miss recess 
and playing 
soccer.”

Ashley
Gallant

“I miss my 
friends. I don’t 
miss the home-
work, but I do 
miss my class.”
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Former finance minister putting the fun back in flying

“MAN, IF I’D KNOWN HIGHER EDUCATION WAS THIS MUCH FUN,
MY ATTENDANCE WOULD HAVE BEEN WAY BETTER THIS YEAR...”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The old will become a 
burden on society; and 
society will fail them

WOOLWICH OBSERVER

ELMIRA INDEPENDENT

74%

17%

ELMIRA & ELMIRA RR’S READERSHIPTHE 
NUMBERS 
ARE IN. ComBase is an independent, third-party organization founded to 

measure the readership numbers in more than 400 markets nationwide.

OFFICIAL 
NUMBERS OF:

The town of Elmira is the largest market outside of Kitch-
ener and Waterloo. The COMBASE market study found 
that Woolwich Observer has 74% readership whereas the 
Elmira Independent has 17%. 83% of Elmira residents do 
not read the Elmira Independent.

▼ See AGE-OLD page 8

VANCOUVER—There 
was a rather strange 
happening in British Co-
lumbia politics last year 
– strange even for B.C., 
where politics is always 
strange: the finance min-
ister suddenly resigned.

His name was, is, Gary 
Collins, only 42, healthy, 
the taxpayers forcing on 
him a salary of $112,000 
and change. As No. 2 in 
the Liberal government 
run by the desperately-
bland Gordon Campbell, 
he seemed a cinch to be 
the next premier. What 
gives?

What gives is that Gary 
Collins today is the CEO 
and president of some-
thing called Harmony 
Airways, of which this 
frequent-frequent flier 
had never heard.

We all remember when 
getting on an airplane 
used to be fun. We can 
actually remember when 
people used to get dressed 
up to get on a plane. Now, 

today, most passengers 
dress as if they are going 
to the bathroom, or bed-
room. Sweat pants. Flip-
flops. Backpacks.

Air Canada – which 
most Canadians think 
they still own – thanks to 
Robert Milton now offers 
you a Coke and a bag of 
potato chips.

Harmony Airwaves has 
another idea. It’s because 
of David Ho who, as the 
saying goes, chose his 
parents well. Out of Hong 
Kong money, Ho who 
is approaching 50, has 
homes in Vancouver and 
Hong Kong, two homes 
on the Hawaii island of 
Maui and one in Virgin-
ia, where he went to uni-
versity.

His idea – which Col-
lins is executing – is that 
there are still a lot of 
simple people out there 
who think high in the 
sky still could be fun. 
The food, created by Chef 
Bruno Marti, president 

of the Canadian Culi-
nary Institute, is to die 
for. Duck, lamb, whatever 
you want.

Even in the cattle car 
in the back, the peasants 
get a three-course meal. 
And free wine. No potato 
chips, there.

In business class, each 
customer gets an indi-
vidual gizmo that is a TV 
set, selection of movies, 
music, New York Times 
front page. Plus, as Mr. 
Collins, a lanky six-foot-
four, points out, the most 
generous knee room of 
any Canadian airline. 
Take that, Westjet.

And what would entice 
the lanky lad to leave the 
chance of becoming B.C. 
premier to go with Ho? 
What would he be mak-
ing beyond $112,000? As 

he said at a press confer-
ence in Toronto promot-
ing Harmony Airways, 
“As I used to say in gov-
ernment, I won’t answer 
that question.”

Born in Moose Jaw, he 
returns to a cottage re-
treat in Saskatchewan 
each summer with his 
young family. He looks 
happier than any finance 
minister I know. As I 
would be, if I were on the 
Ho payroll.

Harmony now flies 
twice a day on the Van-
couver-Toronto route. Its 
bankroll, on its Boeing 
757 kites, is flights to Ho-
nolulu and Vegas, always 
full, apparently popu-
lated by those who don’t 
arrive in sweatsuits. 
They’ve just got Ottawa 
clearance – thanks to Ho, 

one presumes – to fly to 
China. They’ve recently 
started service from Cal-
gary (where rumour has 
it there is a lot of mun-
ney) to Vegas. 

“I don’t think,” Collins 
says, “we’ll be flying out 
of Regina.” Harmomy, 
of course, is non-union, 
as is Westjet, unlike Air 
Canada, burdened by 
bickering seniority pilots 
who have just killed their 
employers attempt to 
close a new purchase deal 
with Boeing. Employees 
dictating to their bosses? 
What gives?

I ask the wonderful 
young Harmony female 
forcing yet another cham-
pagne down my protest-
ing lips how she got the 
job. There were 5,000 ap-
plicants to the newspaper 
ad.

Eat your heart out, Rob-
ert Milton.
QUOTE OF THE 

WEEK: “The only thing 
the English have ever 

done for European agri-
culture is the mad cow. 
You can’t trust people 
who cook as badly as that. 
After Finland, it’s the 
country with the worst 
food.” – French President 
Jacques Chirac.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: What everyone 
is missing over the Live 8 
orgy, over Sir Bob (which 
is not really an official ti-
tle but an honourary one) 
and Bono and all that, is 
that the tragedy of Africa 
is the result of the impe-
rial powers who once 
ruled it – Britain, France, 
Belgium, the Dutch.

They never once, so supe-
rior, tried to educate and 
train a black middle-class 
population who could be 
able to take over once the 
colonials would be driven 
out. So we are left with 
the crooks – Mugabe, etc. 
– who put their loot in 
Swiss banks. The Brits, 
etc. are to blame.

To the Editor,
The question isn’t 

whether seniors should 
be allowed to work beyond 
65, but whether we’re do-
ing them a favour by em-
phasizing quantity rather 
than quality of life.

Whoever concocted the 
notion that a pot of gold 
waits at the end of your 
labours either worked 
for an insurance com-
pany or was under 50, for, 
in the main, the 9 to 5 is 
replaced by a merry-go-
round of pills and tests 
accompanied by a height-
ened awareness of one’s 
every limb and joint. Lee 
Majors, the bionic man of 
television fame, had noth-
ing over these folks as or-
gan, joint and electronic 

transplants become rou-
tine, accounting for a sky-
rocketing life expectancy 
rates never seen before.
The health care and so-
cial welfare systems are 
only just beginning to 
creak under the load as 
the boomers take in their 
shingles and work for 
the government. Adult 
lifestyle housing sprouts 
on every corner while re-
tailers hold out carrots, 
offering bottomless cups 
and bargain days for the 
grey with the green.

Economic disaster 
looms as the traditional 
pyramid, whereby a rela-
tively large workforce 
supported by the few re-
tired, has been upended, 
placing an ever-increas-
ing burden on the young 
to pay for the pensions of 
the old.
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A chip off the old Bloc

Age-old questions
Continued from page 7
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From Lord Durham’s 
report to the hang-
ing of Louis Riel 

and from the Conscrip-
tion Crisis to the refer-
endums of 1980 and 1995, 
politicians of all political 
stripes have struggled to 
accommodate the needs 
of Québec in the context 
of the needs of the rest of 
the country. 

Since the formation of 
the Bloc Québecois, a fed-
eral party dedicated to a 
sovereign Québec, deal-
ing with the province 
has become more and 
more a question of how 
to respond to the Bloc. 
One of two parties built 
out of the ashes of Brian 
Mulroney’s government 
(the other being Reform, 
which became the Cana-
dian Alliance, which be-
came the Conservatives), 
the Bloc has won the ma-
jority of Québec seats in 
the last four federal elec-
tions. Other parties still 
haven’t figured out how 
to respond to them.

When former Prime 
Minister Jean Chré-
tien testified before the 
Gomery commission he 
explained why, after the 
near-miss in the referen-
dum of 1995, the Liberals 
felt the need to pour mon-
ey into a program to fly 
the maple leaf through-
out Québec, with the ap-
parent goal of diminish-
ing the Bloc’s influence 
in Parliament (of course, 
it was just a coincidence 
that this would help the 
Liberal Party in Québec). 
Not only was the pro-
gram grossly insulting to 
Québec voters and a tre-
mendous waste of public 
resources, but it hasn’t 
exactly wiped the Bloc off 
the political map, has it?

After the 1993 election, 
the third-place Reform 
Party demanded that it be 
named as the Official Op-
position, simply because 
the Bloc didn’t believe in a 
united Canada (although 
Reform’s own caucus was 
home to a number of for-
mer western separatists). 
Later, Reform’s infamous 
“No Québec politicians” 
television ads were in-
strumental in turning 
the tide of the 1997 elec-
tion campaign, angering 
enough Québec voters 
to actually increase the 
number of seats won by 
the Bloc. 

Through the various 
incarnations of Reform, 
it and the Bloc have been 
perfect foils. The Bloc can 
point to the Reformato-
ries as an example of how 
the rest of Canada will 
never accept Québec’s 
aspirations, while the 
Bloc makes a convenient 
whipping post whenever 
the right wingers need to 
stir up their own base.

The NDP has had a chal-
lenge in responding to 
the Bloc as well. While 

the Bloc was originally 
founded by disillusioned 
Conservative and Liberal 
MPs, the first MP elected 
under a Bloc banner was 
Gilles Duceppe, a union 
organizer and former 
communist. The pro-
vincial wing of the NDP 
was shut down after it 
endorsed Duceppe ahead 
of the NDP’s candidate in 
that by-election. Québec’s 
sovereignty movement, 
from Rene Levesque on-
ward, has normally tilted 
left. Because of this, the 
NDP’s policies would 
seem to offer a lot to the 
voters who are choosing 
the Bloc, if they could be 
convinced to vote for a 
party that ran candidates 
outside of the province.

CAW President Buzz 
Hargrove, always willing 
to tell NDP leaders how 
to do their job, suggested 
last year that “the NDP 
should abandon the pre-
tence of trying to repre-
sent progressive forces in 
Québec – the vast major-
ity of which are national-
ist and hence will never 
support a party rooted in 
English Canada.” 

Not surprisingly, NDP 
leader Jack Layton re-
jected the advice to aban-
don Québec to the Bloc, 
but the discussion did 
highlight the continuing 
frustration felt by many 
in the party at its inabil-
ity to reach an audience 
that endorses virtually 
everything in the party’s 
platform.

In a majority Parlia-
ment, the Bloc represents 
a minor challenge to 
every other party. That 
challenge became far big-
ger last year when voters 
sent a minority govern-
ment to Ottawa. Either 
the other parties have 
to work together (which, 
given their differences, is 
unlikely to hold for long) 
or they have to work with 
the Bloc. Belinda Stron-
ach even used the Refor-
matory’s coziness with 
the Bloc as her excuse for 

crossing the floor.
It’s quite comical to 

watch each of the parties 
taking turns working 
with the Bloc, and then 
taking turns condemning 
the other parties for doing 
so. That tactic reached 
new lows last week when 
Conservative Leader Ste-
phen Harper – who had 
no trouble working with 
the Bloc in a bid to de-
feat the budget and force 
an election – charged 
that same-sex marriage 
wouldn’t be “legitimate” 
because the Bloc was (for 
the most part) voting for 
the bill. 

I was disappointed to 
hear Layton engaging in 
anti-Bloc posturing af-
ter Duceppe declined to 
support the NDP amend-
ments to the federal bud-
get. Instead of criticizing 
Harper for “getting into 
bed with the separat-
ists,” Layton should have 
criticized the Bloc for 
“getting in bed with the 
reactionaries” and not 
supporting a budget that 
implemented many ini-
tiatives that the Bloc sup-
ports. He hinted at that 
in subsequent remarks, 
but his credibility in ad-
vancing that argument 
was undermined by his 
earlier criticism, which 
bordered on the kind 
of dismissiveness that 
Harper would later make 
explicit.

It’s time for all MPs 
from all parties to ad-
mit that – just like them 
– Bloc Québecois MPs 
were elected by voters and 
have the same legitimacy 
in Parliament as anyone 
else. By all means, take 
them on regarding their 
policies and tactical de-
cisions. Make your best 
argument for why you de-
serve Québec votes and 
they do not. But let’s get 
past this ridiculous ar-
gument that they can be 
discounted just because 
they don’t agree with you 
on the future of Québec 
in Canada.

The Terry Schaivo case 
opened the curtain a 
touch to give us a peak at 
what hard decisions lie 
ahead for society, wheth-
er it’s right to preserve 
life at any cost or let it 
end when the mind is no 
longer calling the shots. 
In between the extremes 
is where the quagmire 
waits, sure to suck man-
kind into a debate where 
emotions run red-hot. 
So precious has become 
the maintaining of life 
that the decision to end it 

doesn’t rest with the hold-
er, the one wishing to die, 
but with the courts.

There is much evidence 
to suggest that the medical 
profession and the attend-
ing drug companies may 
soon hit the wall as soci-
ety seems intent on undo-
ing its efforts, with obesity 
and an I-deserve-to-have-
everything attitude.

Can we afford to contin-
ue extending life ad infini-
tum or will the time come 
when the tills empty and 
we have to bite the bullet 
– only time will tell.

Jim Newton
New Dundee
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The long and rocky road no more BIA agrees to look at economic development officer Council approves Maryhill development

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

To keep pace with up-
coming construction 
projects and provin-

cial regulations the Town-
ship of Wellesley will soon 
add a building inspector to 
their staff, after council en-
dorsed the move at its July 
4 meeting. 

The township’s current 
proposal would see an in-
spector hired for 35 hours 
a week with a salary of 
about $35,000, plus $6,700 
in benefits. A two-per-cent 
annual increase in wages 
and benefits is worked into 

Wellesley looks to hire building inspector
Increased load, provincial regulations has township on the hunt

the proposal, topping out 
at close to $40,000 – $47,000 
with benefits – after five 
years. The inspector would 
be required to inspect and 
enforce the Ontario Build-
ing and Plumbing code and 
deal with public and pro-
vincial enquiries, among 
other duties. 

A new inspector is needed 
in order to comply with the 
province’s Building Code 
Statute Law Amendment 
Act (2003), known as Bill 
124, which requires build-
ing inspectors to have ex-
tensive qualifications and 
undergo regular testing. 
Under the bill, municipali-

ties have until July 1, 2006 
– extended from July 1, 
2005 – to comply. 

The hire will also ease the 
burden on township staff: 
previously, Wellesley’s by-
law enforcement officer 
Jack Mittelholtz periodi-
cally performed building 
inspections on top of his 
regular duties. 

The new position will 
also allow the township to 
handle upcoming building 
projects, such as the reno-
vations at the old school-
house library. 

Since extensive training 
is required under Bill 124, 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn 

suggested they hire a fully-
qualified building inspec-
tor, to save on future train-
ing costs. 

“What I’d like to get away 
from, when we hire some-
body is that we don’t need 
to start sending them on 
courses to upgrade their 
skills and so-on. I under-
stand the rationale and 
that things change, but I 
don’t think that we should 
send someone on courses,” 
he said. “I [don’t] want to 
spend money on educating 
someone to becoming qual-
ified to do this job. In my 
opinion, we should be hir-
ing someone who is fully 

qualified.”
Chief Building Officer 

Bart Toby said this could 
be a difficult task.

“Right now you’re going 
to find that there’s a short-
age of qualified people 
out there who meet the 
requirements of Bill 124,” 
he said. “I think if you’re 
hoping to get somebody 
that has everything that 
might be very difficult to 
get. We’ll try to get the best 
person we can.”

Toby added that the town-
ship’s current funding for-
mula could be too low. 

“It could be a very diffi-
cult challenge to find some-

body who would work for 
that wage.”

Coun. Joe Nowak sug-
gested that some salary ne-
gotiation with candidates 
might deal with this issue. 

“It can be something we 
can negotiate with the indi-
vidual. Some people might 
want a 35-hour workweek 
and have a reduced sal-
ary … others might want 
to work more and make a 
bigger salary,” said Toby. 
“The problem that we’re 
running into is that this 
person’s wage is so low that 
putting it back to 35 hours 
might make it advanta-
geous for them to come.”

pace in Woolwich is much 
slower, but Lunor is pre-
pared for the staging set 
by the township.

That rate is perhaps re-
flective of the pace of life 
in Woolwich, one of the at-
tractive features as home-
buyers search for a place 
to build, added Scicluna.

Elmira is enjoying a 
building boom right now, 
and Lunor sees that car-
rying on for years to 
come. Four major subdi-
visions are already un-
derway – Bristow Creek, 
Westfield Acres, Birdland 
Developments and the 
Elmira Raceway site. A 
fifth is slated for the cor-
ner of Church Street and 
Barnswallow Drive. That 
project includes a neigh-
bourhood plaza.

“I think sales will ramp 
up for Elmira,” predicted 
land development manag-
er Shawn McGuire.

A planner by training, 
McGuire said the new pro-
posal for the north side of 
Church Street would be 
unlike the others now un-
derway.

Lunor is currently judg-
ing three full-scale de-
signs submitted by three 
area planning firms 
– Green Scheels Pidgeon 
Planning Consultants, 
MHBC Planning Ltd., and 
Planning & Engineering 
Initiatives Ltd. A winning 
design is expected to be 
announced shortly.

“We’re not going to stan-
dard grid, cookie-cutter 
thing because we’re com-
ing back to this master 
plan – we have space,” he 

said. “This is a concept of 
a whole new community 
… that gives us some more 
flexibility.”

Rather than focus on the 
street frontage, the new 
project will see the spot-
light on the back of the 
property, where it abuts 
the golf course and where 
the natural features of the 
land offer “the best vis-
tas,” McGuire added.

The project is expected 
to make an appearance at 
Woolwich council as early 
as this fall, when plans 
will be unveiled at a pub-
lic meeting.

Director of engineering 
and planning Dave Gos-
nay said the land repre-
sents the key growth area 
for Elmira, encompassing 
much of the development 
for the medium-term. As 

Elmira housing boom forecasted to continue

STEVE KANNON

Continued from cover

Elmira’s Barnswallow Drive will be pothole central no more as Woolwich 
council voted this week to spend $195,000 resurfacing the roadway, 
awarding a tender to Steed & Evans Ltd. The work will cover a stretch 
between First Street and Whippoorwill Drive.

After consulting with its members, the Elmira BIA has come out in favour 
of a joint plan with Woolwich to hire an economic development officer for 
the township. CAO Peter Simmons said negotiations would also look at 
other suggestions stemming from the core and commercial area review.

Under a subdivider’s agreement approved by council this week, a proj-
ect bringing seven new building lots to Maryhill may also provide water 
services to the village’s park. Extension of the water pipes would replace 
the cash-in-lieu of parkland.

FIELD OF DREAMS The Lunor Corp team, Sam Scicluna, Danny Finoro, Peter Finoro and Shawn McGuire, 
see massive potential in a new 900-unit, 170-acre development in Elmira’s north end.
such, planning staff has 
been providing input to 
Lunor, looking to keep the 
small-town feel – front-

porch living, street-ori-
ented construction – that’s 
been stressed in recent de-
velopments.

“They’ve been very re-
ceptive to township in-
put,” he said of the devel-
opers.
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Farm Animal Welfare
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“We don’t always get a second 
chance to do it safely”
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“Finest in quality feeds and service”
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Serving Agriculture Since 1938
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1-800-263-9818
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Most farmers raise live-
stock because they 
like working with ani-

mals. Most know too that 
properly cared for animals are 
more productive which means 
a better income for them and 
their families.
Nevertheless, there are con-

trols in place to help ensure 
that farm animals are raised 
responsibly.
Agriculture and food produc-

tion is not exempt from laws 
and regulations governing 
animal treatment.
Ontario Farmers are subject 

to laws outlined in the Crimi-
nal Code of Canada, as well 
as the provincial Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA) Act. Provi-
sions included in these pieces 
of legislation protect animals 
from “unnecessary pain, in-
jury, suffering or neglect.” 
Offences are punishable by 
law.

Specific government and 
industry regulations are also 
in force to control the pro-
duction, transportation, mar-
keting and processing of 
livestock and poultry. These 
regulations take into consid-
eration humane issues, and 
penalize those found to be in 
violation.
Recommended Codes of 

Practice are currently in place 
for poultry, hogs, veal, dairy 
cattle, beef cattle, deer, hors-
es, sheep, animals raised on 
farms for their fur, and live-
stock transportation.
These Codes have been 

designed to guide farmers, 
handlers, transporters, and 
processors in their practices. 
The codes have been drafted 
through close consultation 
with producers, government 
researchers, industry and 
the Canadian Federation of 
Humane Societies and have 
been well received and ad-

opted by mainstream agri-
culture.
Recommended Codes are 

regarded as far superior to 
legislation in that they set 
optimum standards of ani-
mal care where legislation 
can only establish minimum 
standards. In addition, these 
Codes are easily revised and 
updated to refl ect advances 
in husbandry practices and 
are effective in meeting their 
objectives at a much lower 
cost to tax payers.
Each segment of the agri-

culture and food sector also 
has in place various inspec-
tion, training, and education 
programs to deal specifi cally 
with animal care and handling 
issues.
These programs have prov-

en to be an effective method 
of addressing problems and 
concerns and have aided in 
the overall improvement of 
standards.
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“Make sure safety 
  is priority #1”

Mid-Western Ontario Agri-Banking
Banking for Agriculture 

6 Church Street West, Elmira
Ph: 800-265-8826 / 519-669-1595

100 St. Andrew Street East, Fergus
Ph: 888-942-6444 / 519-843-7223
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Dairy cows:
A basic information primer

HOUSING: Where do Dairy 
Cows live?
There are a couple of basic 

variations in dairy cattle housing 
– the tie-stall or free stall setup. 
Size of herd and the farmer’s 
preferences for management 
and milking all play a part in 
housing decisions.
In a traditional tie-stall op-

eration the cow stays in her 
own stall where she has ample 
room to stand up and lie down 
comfortably. Her bed is made 
of straw, wood shavings or 
synthetic mats that ensure her 
comfort. She has free access to 
water at all times and feed is 
available in her manger. She is 
kept beside her herd mates in 
aisles that allow the farmer to 
keep her clean and content while 
allowing her to be milked effi -
ciently. The milk travels through 
a pipeline that runs through the 
barn to a bulk storage tank in 
the milk house.
Farm managers of larger herds 

may prefer large, open barns 
known as free-stall barns. Twice 
a day, or more, the cows will 
enter a milking parlour, an area 
designed specifi cally for ease 
and effi ciency of milking, and 
the rest of the time they spend 
lounging around indoors in ad-
joining barns where they eat, 
rest and move around as they 
choose. Bedded stalls are pro-

vided for the cows to lie down. 
Barn aisles are often cement or 
slatted fl oors that allow easy 
clean up of manure. Cows have 
free choice feed and some farms 
use a computerized transponder 
tag that identifi es them when 
they access feed.
Milk production all revolves 

around the reproductive cycle 
of the cow. Cows are usually 
milked for about ten months and 
then dried off (stop milking) for 
two months as they prepare for 
the birth of a calf. Dry cows are 
commonly grouped together in 
yards or pastures for six to eight 
weeks before calving (giving 
birth). Calves are kept in pens 
in the barn or in their own indi-
vidual building called a hutch.
The average herd size in On-

tario is 54 milking cows.
NUTRITION: What Do 

Dairy Cows Eat?
The average dairy cow eats 

about 25 kg of feed every 
day. Her diet is scientifically 
formulated to keep her in good 
condition while maximizing her 
milk production. The feed may 
include clover and alfalfa hay, 
ground oats, barley, corn and 
soybeans, combined with a 
balance of vitamin and mineral 
supplements. She may drink 
between 80 and 160 litres of 
water a day.
Cattle are herbivores, mean-

ing that their diet consists of 
plant matter. Like sheep and 
goats they are also ruminants: 
instead of having just one 
stomach like humans, they 
have four separate stomachs 
that allow specialized digestion 
of different components of the 
high-fi bre feed.
The whole digestive process 

takes a while. A cow will spend 
approximately six hours a day 
eating and approximately eight 
hours a day chewing its cud: re-
gurgitating boluses of feed from 
the rumen (the fi rst stomach), 
masticating (chewing) them, 
and re-swallowing them to be 
further digested in the next 
three stomach chambers called 
the reticulum, omasum and ab-
omasum. This lengthy process 
allows them to effi ciently digest 
low-grade fi bre-based food.
Calves receive colostrum, milk 

that contains the mother´s 
antibodies, for their fi rst three 
days. After that, calves are 
fed either cow’s milk or a milk 
replacer (similar to human 
baby formula) until they are old 
enough for solid food, which is 
slowly introduced as part of the 
diet to prepare the calves for 
weaning.
ABOUT THE LIFE CYCLE OF 

DAIRY COWS
In order for a cow (adult 

▼ See LEARN on page 12
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GENERAL INSURANCE
•AUTO • HOME • TENANTS
• HOME •FARM • COMMERICAL
•TRAVEL INSURANCE

FAX 669-3160 
e-mail:

soehner@soehnerinsurance.com
www.soehnerinsurance.com

“BE SURE - INSURE”

669-1661
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LEARN MORE: Cattle breeds, 
medication & life cycles

female) to produce milk she 
has to give birth to a calf. Cows 
are usually bred at around 15 
months of age, and after a 
nine-month pregnancy they will 
have their first calf at about two 
years of age.
Most dairy cattle today are 

bred using artificial insemina-
tion.
The bulls (male cattle) are 

kept at breeding units and the 
semen can be shipped frozen 
in straws, sometimes from all 
around the world.
Cows will usually give birth to 

a single calf weighing about 40 
kg. The calf will be fed individu-
ally while the cow will enter the 
milking herd. She will produce 
milk for about 10 months. She 
will stop milk production dur-
ing a two-month “dry” period 
to prepare for the birth of her 
next calf. An average cow will 
produce about 27 litres of milk 
per day, much more than a calf 
could consume
The cows are milked two or 

three times each day. The milk 
will naturally contain about 
3.8 to four per cent butterfat 
content and 3.2 to 3.3 per 
cent protein. Even with au-
tomated milking machines, a 
typical dairy farmer will be in 
the barn by 5 a.m. to milk the 
herd and again at 5 p.m., 365 

Continued from page 11 days a year. 
Most cows will have an aver-

age productive lifespan of four 
or five lactations.
Some cows milk for 10 lacta-

tions or more. Female calves 
may be raised as replacement 
heifers for the herd, while the 
male calves are typically raised 
for veal.
BREEDS
There are six commonly used 

breeds. They are Holstein, 
Jersey, Ayrshire, Brown Swiss, 
Guernsey and Milking Short-
horn.
OFF TO MARKET
Some of the milk may be used 

to feed young calves but the ma-
jority is stored in a refrigerated 
tank on the farm and picked up 
every other day. It is transported 
by truck to a dairy processing 
plant to be pasteurized (heat 
treated) and sold fresh or fur-
ther processed into products 
such as cheese, ice cream or 
yogurt.  It takes two to three 
days for fresh milk to get from 
the farm to the store. 
Since 1965, dairy farmers in 

the province have worked under 
a quota system that is now ad-
ministered by the Dairy Farmers 
of Ontario. Farmers follow set 
production limits (their quota) 
that help to level out the highs 
and lows of typical production 
cycles. This system has allowed 

the dairy industry to prosper 
in the province, providing a 
constant, reliable supply of 
high-quality milk products for 
consumers at reasonable prices 
while ensuring a fair return to 
the farmer.
For more information about 

dairy farming in Ontario visit the 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario Web 
site at www.milk.org
In dairy farming, medication 

is only used if it is required to 
treat a specific illness.
When dairy animals become 

ill, the problem is diagnosed and 
with the help of a veterinarian 
a treatment program is estab-
lished. Her milk is discarded 
since it is illegal to sell or offer 
for sale any milk that contains 
antibiotics or other pharma-
ceuticals, and she is milked 
separately from the rest of the 
herd until she has complied with 
strict withdrawal periods for her 
specific medication.
In Ontario, there is a stringent 

dairy inspection program in 
place to test milk.  Samples are 
taken at each farm for quality 
and composition. As well, each 
truckload is tested for anti-
biotics at the dairy. Any milk 
that does not pass the test is 
discarded immediately and any 
producer whose milk is found 
to contain antibiotics faces 
heavy financial penalties.
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Keeping children
safe on the farm

35 Howard Avenue, Elmira

(519) 669-3232

“WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDE LINE.”

Farm • Auto • Truck • Industrial and we have On-the-farm service
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Corn and Cereals

WOODRILL FARMS LTD
R.R.#2 Guelph, ON

519-821-1018
1-800-461-1018

Delivered with Blower Trucks & Tractor Trailers
Servicing you year-round for over 20 years!

Call John
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Farm-related fatalities claim 
over 100 lives every year in 
Canada, far exceeding any 

other home-based business. Chil-
dren under 15 accounted for 14 
per cent of hospitalized farm in-
juries. Among these injuries two-
thirds of the deaths and three 
out of every five hospitalizations 
involved agricultural machinery. 
Injuries to farm children peak in 
the summer - one-third happen in 
July and August.
Too often, both children and par-

ents consider the entire farm a 
play space. Farm children live in 
a workplace - one that exposes 
them to machinery, chemicals, 
livestock and other hazards. The 
best way to keep youngsters away 
from the risks is to have a specifi-
cally designated play area in the 
farm yard. Keeping the play away 
from the hazards is a safe and ef-
fective way to curb dangers.

MACHINERY
Youngsters can fall from tractors 

operated by an adult, often when 
an operator starts a machine with-
out knowing the child is in the 
area. Never let children ride on 
farm tractors.
Flowing Grain: It takes only two 

or three seconds to become help-
lessly trapped in flowing grain. 
Crushed or bridged grain can sud-
denly collapse. Flowing grain in 
bins and wagons can drag an un-
suspecting victim down like quick-
sand. Make grain bins and work 
areas off-limits to children.

PESTICIDES AND 
OTHER CHEMICALS
Keep children away from farm 

chemicals. Store the chemicals 
in a cabinet, room or building 
that can be locked, in their origi-
nal containers, properly labelled. 
Never throw chemical containers 
or small leftover amounts in the 

garbage or other areas where chil-
dren may go.
Teach small children the rudi-

ments of safety, such as which 
areas are off-limits. As they grow 
older, explain why certain things 
are dangerous. When they start 
helping with the work, make sure 
they are properly trained, keeping 
their limited strength and expe-
rience in mind. The safe way to 
do things is not always obvious 
to a child, so always explain and 
enforce the safety aspects of the 
job.
Children imitate what they see. 

Above all, farmers and their work-
ers must set a good example, both 
for their own safety and as a role 
model for the children around 
them on the farm.
The Farm Safety Association has 

identified some common patterns 
of accidental injury and death 
among Ontario farm children, in-
cluding the following: 
· a lack of supervision or
  inappropriate supervision
  during the busy summer
  months;
· allowing children near 
  farm machinery; and
· allowing children to do
  work inappropriate for
  their age. 

LIVESTOCK
Even good-tempered animals 

can become dangerous. Cattle 
can knock down and trample a 
toddler without noticing the child 
is even there. A calm animal can 
become dangerous if it or its 
offspring feel threatened. Keep 
children away from animals, es-
pecially when in  or around live-
stock-handling areas.

STAY ALERT
Staying involved in what your 

children are doing and when they 
are doing it will help you to help 
them stay safe.
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BreastStrokes paddle with the pack Former King makes the list Date set for the puck to drop

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s a new king of the 
diamond in Woolwich, 
but you’ll have to look 
outside of Elmira to 

Badgers are in, Juniors out
Breslau earns trip to nationals, Elmira out in two games

find them. The Breslau Badgers 
usurped the Elmira Juniors’ 
title of top local squad, earn-
ing a trip to the nationals after 
placing third in the Ontario 
Amateur Softball Association 
Junior Men’s Elimination tour-

nament in Breslau July 1-3. 
Hosting the provincial quali-

fier, the Badgers posted a 4-2 
record to join teams from Scar-
borough and Oshawa at the 
2005 Junior Men’s Canadian 
Fast Pitch Championships in 

Saskatoon, Sask. Aug. 1-7. 
“I think it’s a huge compli-

ment to the desire of these 
boys. We’re not a team that flies 
in superstars from all over the 
province,” said coach Kevin 
Shannon. 

Breslau came into the tour-
nament as underdogs with a 
list of powerful squads – in-
cluding Elmira and  defending 
champion Scarborough Wolves 
– to face. A double-elimination 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After a rough go 
of it in the play-
offs, NHLers 

are inclined to hit the 
links – though not 
too early, please and 

Gearing up for another one fore Dan
Organizers making a weekend of it leading up to Monday’s memorial golf tournament

thank you. This year, no 
hockey and no playoffs. 
But the golfing is still a 
go. Come Monday (July 
11), there’ll be an extra-
special round in Elmira, 
as family, friends and 
supporters commemo-
rate Dan Snyder at the 

tournament that bears 
his name.

The second annual event 
will see a bevy of NHL, 
AHL and ECHL players 
– including Dany Heatley 
– among the 144 golfers 
participating at Elmira 
Golf Club. Also lined up 

are sportscasters Ron 
MacLean and Bob McK-
enzie.

Organizer Steve Webb 
expects a full slate at the 
fundraiser, with a tar-
get of collecting $100,000 
toward a new multi-pur-
pose recreation facility 

in Elmira. As with last 
year, a round of golf will 
be followed by a trip to 
Lions Hall for dinner and 
a silent auction of a range 
of sports memorabilia. 
For those not inclined to 
tread the fairways, din-
ner-only tickets are also 

available.
The golf tournament is 

actually the capper to a 
three-day blitz that will 
be a veritable Snyder-
family affair. As was 
the case last year, Jake 
Snyder’s band Funky 

▼ See BRESLAU page 16

▼ See WEEKEND page 15

Soccer/Hockey Goal

Single Tunnel Magic Beach Tent
U.V. protected specifically for outdoors.

Balls

• All tents are made from a heavy gage, stainless spring
loop underwire, flame retardent, breathable, washable,
tough nylon shells, seperate reinforced roofs add to
stability of the structure. 

• All playhouses have floors and raised entrance ways to
add stability, it allows the units to be weighed down
outdoors, gives the kids a cleaner more comfortable place
to play, and allows for the retention of balls as ball pits.

Visit Our Website at www.volumesdirect.com or call 1-888-571-2665

New this 
summer!

For more great tents, toys and games 
call for our new Summer 2005 Toy Catalogue!

Big Playhouse

Create special, magical places 
all their own or with a friend. 

And it's easier than 1, 2, 3 - just one snap, 
and you're ready to play!

We have a large selection of children’s tents, playhouses and tunnels.

Volumes Ad-June25  6/21/05  12:46 PM  Page 1

It was a middle of the pack finish for Elmira’s Barb Dunsmore and her 
BreastStrokes teammates at the 10 Years Abreast in a Boat dragon boat 
festival in Vancouver June 25 and 26. First place went to Survivorship of 
South Okanagan, B.C.

Conestogo resident and former Elmira Sugar King Adam Hogg is no slouch 
in the classroom. Majoring in history, the St. Lawrence university student 
(in Canton, New York) was named to the 2005 spring semester Dean’s List 
for academic achievement.

Kicking off with exhibition play, a new season of Mid-Western Junior B 
hockey is already being scheduled. The Elmira Sugar Kings, and the rest 
of the league for that matter, will take to the ice for the first time Sept. 3. 
The Kings will play the Kitchener Dutchmen.

HERE’S THE PITCH Tim Freeman awaits the money pitch during the Elmira Juniors’  
first elimination tournament match-up against the Breslau Badgers July 1. 

LOOK AT IT GO Breslau’s Brian Sousa hits a line drive 
to centre field, earning a spot on first base.

OUTTA THERE Elmira’s Geoff Martin gets tagged out by Badger Greg 
Demeuleneare as he attempts to slide into third base. PHOTOS: KYLE REA
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GOT SCORES? We want them! As spring and summer sports start, don’t forget to get your GAME 
REPORT packages and send us your scores. Call 669-5790 x102 for yours today!
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Remaining humble, even if you can’t put it into words

Weekend to be a real family affair for the Snyders
Rudy will be kicking off 
the festivities tonight 
(Saturday) with a dance 
at Lions Hall. New this 
time out, dad Graham 
Snyder will be hosting 
a championship ring 
toss competition outside 
the Elmira Arena on 
Sunday afternoon – the 
rings get flying at 1 p.m. 
The Elmira Sugar Kings 
Junior B hockey team 
will be recreating its 
Blue Line club outdoors, 
offering up a barbecue 
and beer tent.

The idea, noted mom 
LuAnn, stemmed from 
an impromptu gathering 
at the couple’s Elmira 
home during last year’s 
inaugural tournament. 

“A few people came 
over, and then all of a 
sudden there must have 
been 100 people over at 
the house.”

Building up a few 
more ring toss boards, 
and bringing the Kings 
along for the ride, the 
family was set to make 
the gathering a commu-
nity activity. The arena 
parking lot seemed more 
than suitable.

“This is just a fun af-
ternoon for people who 
might not get a chance 
to participate in the 
golf tournament,” said 
Webb.

Although last year’s 
tournament netted 
$150,000, he’s setting his 
sights lower this time 
out. After a full year’s 
lockout in the NHL, 
sponsorship money is 
scarcer and the whole 
league is a bit more top-

sy-turvy.
Still, the focus remains 

on putting together a 
topnotch event – last 
year’s garnered great 
feedback.

Along with Heatley, 
the Atlanta Thrashers 
contingent will include 

captain Shawn McEach-
ern and Garnet Exelby, 
inaugural recipient of 
the team’s Dan Snyder 
Memorial Award, pre-
sented annually to the 
team’s unsung hero who 
best embodies persever-
ance, dedication and 

hard work without re-
ward or recognition, so 
that his team and team-
mates might succeed.

Just prior to the start of 
the 2003-2004 season, on 
Oct. 5, 2003 Dan Snyder 
died of complications 
from injuries sustained 

in a motor vehicle colli-
sion in Atlanta six days 
earlier.

For tickets or more in-
formation about the golf 
tournament, contact 
Webb 669-0057. For din-
ner-only tickets, contact 
Ruby Weber at 669-5459.

Continued from page 14

DAN SNYDER

Of all the annoying, 
low-down, ungen-
tlemanly things 

a sportsman could do, 
bragging is perhaps the 
worst.  Not only does it 
demonstrate a certain 
lack of class but it also 
shows scant consider-
ation for all those other 
people who are not nearly 
as skilled as I am.

In short, bragging in 
any outdoors pursuit is 
not appropriate. Actu-
ally, it makes you sound 
like a rookie who has 
never caught a good fish 
before.

But enough about that 
for now. Instead let’s 
talk about the 21.75-inch 
largemouth bass I caught 
on opening day – that’s 
right, I said 21.75-inch 
bucketmouth. Now we all 

know that this is hardly 
a remarkable fish for an 
angler of my vast ability 
until, that is, you take 
into account that I caught 
it in stump-infested wa-
ter with a 5-weight fly rod 
and a 6-pound tippet.  

Some might brag about 
such a trophy.

Yet what possible benefit 
could I get from bragging 
about this freshwater be-
hemoth? Does it really 
matter that I caught this 
modern day Moby Dick 
and you didn’t? Does it 
really make me a legend-
ary angler?

By the way, Moby Dick 
was not even my term. 
The fish was labelled 
that after I stopped and 
told the story to all those 
guys on the road crew. 
After I was finished, one 

envious fellow leaning on 
a shovel shook his head 
and yelled out, “What a 
Dick!” When everyone 
else turned away and 
agreed unanimously, I 
knew I had something 
special. Who would have 
thought that these guys 
were so free with their 
literary references?

My wife was even com-
plimentary about the 
fish. When I went on 
about its vast size she 
said that this only proves 
that some men really do 
use their catches to com-
pensate for other less ob-
vious shortcomings. She 

may have a point. After 
all, I did catch it on puny 
a 5-weight fly rod.

Given all this, I think 
we can forgive an ex-
cited and overly proud 
angler for strapping it 
to the hood of his van 
and driving it all over 
town while honking 
the horn and yelling, 
“Yeah, I caught this!” Or 
perhaps even for walk-
ing nonchalantly down 
Main Street with the 
still-fresh fish dangling 
from the stringer.

So what if I did this? I 
was only trying to help 
the local tourism indus-

try. 
The fact is, some an-

glers I know might have 
gone overboard about 
the kind of incredible 
skill it took to land this 
great fish. Many, if they 
had a public forum such 
as this, might even go so 
far as to abuse it by sing-
ing their own praises 
and telling the entire 
story. But you won’t get 
that from me. 

No sir, the entire story 
will be in the book and 
accompanying DVD ten-
tatively entitled, “How 
I caught Dick.” In the 
mean time, I’ll just pro-
vide you with the high-
lights of the story. To re-
cap then: big bass, light 
rod, great skill.

Before you embarrass 
yourself by asking, yes, 

I am available for speak-
ing engagements, Bar 
Mitzvah’s, weddings, 
and children’s birthday 
parties. For an addi-
tional negotiated fee, I’ll 
even bring several pho-
tos of the fish for party 
guests to peruse. Oth-
erwise, I’ll merely tell 
the tale and answer all 
relevant questions such 
as “How does it feel to 
be such a great angler?” 
or “Could you possibly 
teach me to be as compe-
tent as you?”

But enough of that. Let’s 
get back to the whole 
ugly aspect of bragging. 

After all, that’s what 
this column was sup-
posed to be about. The 
truth is, I’m at a loss for 
words. If I only knew a 
little more about it…
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH YOUTH
SOCCER 
SQUIRT 7/8 GIRLS
JUNE 29
• Guys & Dolls 3
   Elmira IGA 3
• Cressman Massage 2
   Elmira Gift Outlet 0

SQUIRT 7/8 BOYS
JUNE 28
• Home Building Centre 7
   A&F Gifts 5

• Bio Bobs 5
   Rudows CarStar Collision 1
• Waters & Hastings 5
   Elmira Sports 1

SQUIRT 9
JUNE 27
• United Steelworkers 3
   Mohan Molars 1
• Den Tech Electric 6
   Bio Bobs 4

INTERCITY SOCCER
LEAGUE
WOMEN’S FIRST DIVISION
JULY 3
Woolwich 1 Swansons 0
Goals: Amanda Hall
Shutout: Kathy Planinac

SOUTH PERTH
MEN’S FASTBALL
JUNIOR
JUNE 27
• Elmira Cubs 8
   Moorefield 4

JUNE 29
• Linwood 0
   Elora 5
• Elmira Juniors 1
   Bridgeport 6

KITCHENER FASTBALL
JUNE 28
• Breslau Midgets 1
   Bulldogs 5

JUNE 29
• Breslau Majors 7
   Breslau Badgers 2

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Staring out at the 
Kiwi on the mound, 
three runners on 

base, Elmira’s Nathan 
Bauman knew he had to 
hit the next pitch. When 
his bat made contact, 
sending out a sacrifice 
fly, his dreams were al-
most crushed … until a 
player from his Cana-
dian National Junior 
Men’s team crossed the 
plate, giving Canada a 
5-4 win over its New Zea-
land opposition.

For Bauman, 19, that 

Canadians take bronze in softball tournament
Elmira’s Nate Bauman helps seal the deal at international competition

was the greatest moment 
in a three-week baseball 
blitz filled with achieve-
ment; together with 
teammates from across 
the country, he brought 
home a bronze medal 
from the International 
Softball Federation world 
championship in Sum-
merside, P.E.I., which ran 
June 24 to July 3.

“It was quite a trip. It 
was awesome. It was an 
honour for sure to be 
playing among the best 
players in the world,” he 
said. 

The Canadian team 
posted a 6-4 record, good 

enough for a spot in the 
semifinals against Ja-
pan. 

Bauman, co-captain of 
the team, was part of the 
reason Canada made it 
that far: in the qualify-
ing match against New 
Zealand July 2, Bauman 
had three RBIs, includ-
ing the game-winner, 
to guide Canada to vic-
tory. 

While the game against 
New Zealand was close, 
semifinal opponent Ja-
pan proved too big a chal-
lenge for the Canadians 
in their match July 3. 

“We really didn’t come 
out firing on all cylin-
ders. It was a tough game. 
[We] were tired and just 
not mentally prepared. 
We really didn’t play up 
to our game,” he said. 
Japan beat Canada 12-4, 
giving them the bronze. 
Japan would go on to play 
the Aussie Colts Under-19 
Men’s Fastball squad, los-
ing 7-2. 

While disappointed 
they didn’t win the tour-
nament, Bauman walked 
away with many great 
memories. 

“It was just a great expe-
rience. I made a bunch of 
new friends and relation-
ships that I can keep for 
the rest of my life.” 

Bauman was named to 
the Canadian national 
team on June 15; before 
he could blink, he was off 
to Nova Scotia with his 
16 teammates to prepare 
for the internationals. 
To get into shape, they 
played local men’s teams, 
sneaking in more than 
10 games in less than a 
week. Bauman said this 
helped unite the team.

“Considering we were 
only together for a few 
weeks and most of these 
teams have been together 
for a couple of years now, 
it was pretty impres-
sive.”

After three weeks of 
solid fastball, Bauman 
is back on more familiar 
turf; he arrived home 
Monday evening (July 
4). 

He had a brief break from 
baseball before rejoin-
ing the Elmira Juniors 
in their game against the 
Waterloo Hallman Junior 
Twins July 7. 

format meant two bad 
games were all it would 
take to earn a quick exit 
from the tournament. 

The Badgers got off on the 
right foot with a 2-1 win 
versus North York and 8-
1 victory against Elmira 
during games July 1. 

“We’ve played them 
(Elmira) in the past and 
they’ve thumped us and 
we’ve thumped them. It’s 
a good rivalry,” said Shan-
non. “A lot of our players 
know a lot of their play-
ers. We’ve met up before 
and we thought it was our 
turn.” 

“I’ve never seen the boys 
play quite like that before 
… they didn’t have to play 
very well to beat us,” said 
Elmira coach Darren Mar-
tin. “We played probably 
one of the worst games I’ve 
ever seen the boys play.”

After defeating the Ju-
niors, Breslau was in turn 
trounced by Scarborough 

Breslau earns berth in Saskatoon
in a 12-4 loss Saturday 
morning. Rebounding 
with a 4-0 victory over 
Port Perry, Breslau moved 
on to their most important 
– and exciting – game of 
the tournament against 
Fingal Saturday evening, 
with the winner receiving 
a spot at the nationals.

By the fifth inning, 
things were looking grim 
for Breslau: the Badgers 
were down 4-2. 

“Then we rallied and 
came back. Ron Dean [hit] 
a three-run homer and 
put us up one and we shut 
them down in the sixth,” 
said Shannon. In the sev-
enth inning, the Badgers 
took a commanding 7-4 
lead to seal the deal. 

With a spot at nationals 
secured, Breslau played 
one last game against Os-
hawa on Sunday, losing 
6-4. 

While celebrations over 
their victory continue, 
a trip to Saskatchewan 

presents new problems 
for the Badgers: they need 
to raise $30,000 in three 
weeks in order to go. 

Shannon explained they 
have big plans for future 
events, including a Kitch-
ener Fastball League all-
star game, barbecue and 
dance as well as a stag-
and-doe fundraiser in the 
coming weeks. 

“We’ve also had numer-
ous sponsors come for-
ward and hopefully we’ll 
get more.”

While the Badgers pre-
pare for nationals, the 
Elmira Juniors are nurs-
ing their wounds after 
losing back-to-back games 
and missing out on their 
first national tournament 
in three years. 

Martin pointed to errors 
for their loss against the 
Badgers on Friday; while 
they fared better against 
Fingal July 2, they were 
still on the losing end of a 
3-2 final tally in extra in-

nings.. 
“The boys played re-

ally well in extra in-
nings. That game, the 
defence was there … and 
we got guys on base, we 
just didn’t score on our 
chances to ice the game,” 
he said, noting they were 
up 2-0 at one point, but let 
Fingal come back and tie 
it in the seventh inning, 
sending the match to ex-
tra frames. 

“It’s a humbling experi-
ence, but I think those 
experiences can be benefi-
cial down the road. It will 
take a bit for the guys to 
get over it,” he said. “We 
started off playing pretty 
good ball, [but in] just the 
last three weeks, it’s been 
a bit of a downward spi-
ral. It’s unfortunate that 
we started playing badly 
just before this tourna-
ment. But these guys will 
be playing together for 
awhile and they’ll get 
three more cracks at it.”

Continued from page 14

INTERNATIONAL HONOUR Elmira’s Nathan Bauman earned a bronze 
medal after helping the Canadian National team to the semifinals at 
the International Softball Federation world championships in P.E.I. 
June 24 to July 3. KYLE REA
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The paddles are 
ready, colour-
ful heads freshly 

painted and more than 
50 teams already signed 
up … all is set to go for 
the eighth annual Ki-
wanis Dragon Boat Festi-
val July 16. When teams 
hit the waters of Laurel 
Creek Conservation area 
next weekend, they won’t 
just be paddling for top 
prize or fundraising 
for Grand River Hospi-
tal: they’ll be helping to 
bring a new recreation 
complex to Elmira.  

For the past eight years, 
pledges and entry fees 
from the annual festival 
have gone toward cancer 
research at Grand River 
or back to Woolwich 
Township for commu-
nity programs. Adding 
the Elmira complex as a 
fundraising target came 
from a change of plans 
for the Kiwanis Club of 
Elmira. 

“The rec. complex is a 
priority of ours now and 
we’d like to see ourselves 
being a major factor in 
the fundraising for that 
project over the next 
three or four years,” said 

Paddling toward 
a brand new goal

Dragon boat festival to raise money
 for new Elmira rec. complex

Tony Dowling, festival 
organizer and past-presi-
dent of the club.  

“We were looking for 
a project for the Elmira 
teams, not just the Grand 
River Hospital – since 
we’re part of the Kiwanis 
Club, we’re always look-
ing for this kind of build 
project,” said festival 
chair Bill LaRose. “So 
we thought perhaps this 
would be a good project 
to continue in.”

As part of a plan to fast-
track construction of a 
new arena and pool, the 
community must raise 
$5 million over the next 
two or three years. 

LaRose explained that 
each dragon boat team 
will choose where to di-
rect its contribution.

While he  doesn’t know 
how much will go each 
way, LaRose would like 
to see a total of $20,000 
raised this year – up 
from $18,000 in 2004. 

With some 56 teams 
currently signed up and 
10 more expected before 
July 16, he said they 
should be well on their 
way to meeting that 
goal. 

“We have more teams 
that are in the fray this 
year, and everyone is in-

terested in being a big 
producer.”

Locally, some five teams 
have already signed 
up, including the Junk 
Boats, Knotty Strokers, 
Mighty Mennos, Win, 
Lose Oar Draw and the 
Dragon Slayoars – who 
came in fifth place over-
all last year. 

“We’ve been doing pret-
ty well. We end up in the 
top 10 every year,” said 
John Nighwander, who 
along with 19 other pad-
dlers from Hawkesville 
Mennonite Church com-
prise this year’s Dragon 
Slayoars team. While 
fifth place is admirable, 
he’s hoping to up the 
stakes this time around. 

“It would be nice to 
win the whole thing, but 
generally there’s some 
pretty good competition 
that comes from out of 
town.” 

Nighswander said he 
is pleased the Elmira 
recreation complex has 
been selected as one of 
the fundraising goals. 

“I think that’s great 
that they’re doing it. 
I’m going to be working 
on the team to be doing 
some fundraising, but 
we haven’t done a whole 
lot of that just yet.” 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With books and 
knapsacks col-
lecting dust in 

the closet, local kids said 
aloha to school and hello 
to summer with outdoor 
sports, games and ac-
tivities, courtesy of the 
Woolwich Summer Play-
ground program.

Some 40 children offi-
cially greeted the sum-
mer with a week of wet, 
messy and fun events 
at John Mahood Public 
School July 4-8. 

“We’re doing a lot of 
games, welcoming sum-
mer and we’re doing a 
lot of crafts. The kids are 
just getting used to being 
out of class,” said play-
ground coordinator Jeni 
Richter. “[So far] we’re 
doing pretty good.”

Kicking off July 4 and 
running until Aug. 26, 
the Summer Playground 
program offers kids age 
4 to 12 a week-long day 
camp, with a variety of 
activities and a different 
theme each time around 

Say hello to summer
Children come to play for Woolwich Summer playground 

– ‘Welcome to Summer’ 
being the most recent 
choice. No two days are 
the same; Monday, the 
kids could be playing 
sports, but come Tuesday, 
a trip to the library or lo-
cal bowling alley may be 
in store. 

To cool off, water activi-
ties play a major role in 
playground activities, 
including daily trips to 
the Elmira pool and a 
five-day long Water Week 
– culminating in a jour-
ney to Bingeman’s Park 
– at the end of July. Other 
scheduled events include 
mini-golf days, a history 
week and trips to exotic 
locales such as African 
Lion Safari. 

More than 300 children 
have signed up so far for 
the eight-week program, 
down from 400 in 2004. 

“We don’t have the num-
bers that we had last year, 
but our numbers are still 
fairly high.”

Taking over the mantle 
from long-time play-
ground coordinator 
Charity Frey, Richter is 
no stranger to recreation 

activities. She’s worked 
at the Elmira pool for the 
past four years and been 
involved with kids’ ac-
tivities at Conestoga Col-
lege before that. Both of 
Richters children’s – Al-
exandra, 8, and Austin, 
5 – participate in play-
ground activities. 

To help her manage 40 
youngsters, five play-
ground leaders have 
come out to help. 

“Our counselors this 
year are wonderful and 
very high energy and 
they’re looking forward 
to a good summer. And 
so are the kids already,” 
she said. “I hope that the 
kids will take away some 
new friendships, also lots 
of great crafts. And just 
really great memories, 
because I know as a kid, 
going to day camp was 
the funnest.”

Spots in this year’s play-
ground program are still 
available. The cost is $100 
per child per week and in-
cludes supervision from 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m. Sign-up 
takes place at the Elmira 
Pool. Call 669-5757. 

THAT’S COLD Playground leader Stephanie Roy gets a cold, wet surprise from Alex Fonte during a spirited 
game of drip, drip drop at John Mahood Public School Wednesday (July 6). KYLE REA

JULY 9, 2005 • SPORTS PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 17    



THE ARTS

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Much as Cats really isn’t about 
our feline friends, Honk! 
– the musical comedy based 
on the tale of The Ugly Duck-

ling – is really a study of how people act 
toward one another. A live theatrical 
production, Honk! sees actors portray-
ing barnyard animals with decidedly 
human traits.

Elmira’s Ryan Scheel, who gets to be 
Ugly on stage, sees the moral of the sto-
ry playing out just as in Hans Christian 
Andersen’s 1844 publication.

“This is definitely a family musical,” 
he told the Observer as the Da Capo 
Production offering prepares for next 
week’s opening. “It’s full of different 
messages, but the main one is that it’s 
not what’s on the outside that matters 
– it’s what’s on the inside.”

Running July 14-30 at the Waterloo 
Stage Theatre, Honk! puts a comical 
spin on its insight into human relations 
as it follows the exploits of Ugly, whose 
odd, gawky looks instantly incite preju-
dice from his duck family and other 
farmyard birds. 

Billy, Beaky, Downy and Fluff start 
flapping and squawking over the fresh-
ly-hatched arrival of their fowl brother, 
Ugly. He looks different. He’s way too 
big. And he’s a lousy quacker – it comes 
out more like a qu-onk.

Separated from the farm and pursued 
by a hungry cat, Ugly must find his way 
home. Along his rollicking and harrow-
ing journey he not only discovers his 
true beauty and glorious destiny, but 
also finds love and acceptance in all its 
forms. 

Honk!, written by George Stiles and 
Anthony Drewe, is a much lauded 

Finding the right fit
Honk! puts musical laughs to classic tale of The Ugly Duckling

play; it captured the 2000 Olivier 
Award (the British equivalent of 
the Tony Award) for Best New Mu-
sical, beating out The Lion King. 
Literally the centre of attention, Scheel 
is enjoying this close-to-home experi-
ence. 

Going into the third years of Sheridan 
College’s Music Theatre Performance 
program, Scheel is joined by some of 
his classmates as the cast of eight give 
flight to the yarn.

“This is a great opportunity. It’s a 
great start to the summer. I’ll do this 
for July, and then in August I can get 
set for the next [school] year,” he said of 
preparations to return to the Oakville 
campus.

Scheel is no stranger to local produc-
tions. Taking voice lessons since he was 
in Grade 2, he got a taste for musicals 
a few years later in a staging of Hello 
Dolly. He was hooked, and went on to a 
string of plays with the likes of Elmira 
Theatre Company and Theatre on the 
Grand in Fergus. As a student at Elmi-
ra District Secondary School, he saw 
plenty of stage time with director Gord 
Davis.

‘It was all great experience. I knew 
early on this is what I wanted to do.”

Honk! is the latest offering from To-
ronto-based Da Capo Productions, the 
work of artistic producer Christopher 
Wilson, who directs this outing.

“This is high-energy show … of the 
classic story everyone is familiar 
with.”

Honk! A Musical Tale of The Ugly 
Duckling runs July 14-30, with perfor-
mances Thursday through Saturday at 
7 p.m., and a 2 p.m. matinee on Satur-
days at Waterloo Stage Theatre, 24 King 
St. N. Tickets are $10-$20, available by 
calling (519) 590-8383.

The Waterloo Band Festival, an area staple in the ‘50s and ‘60s, makes 
its return Aug. 20 at University Stadium in Waterloo. The 2005 Alumni 
Drum & Bugle Corps will see competition between bands from all over 
North America. Proceeds will go to the Juno Beach Fund.

Indoor art goes outdoors this weekend at the Art By the Yard show and sale 
hosted by the Elora Centre for the Arts. The event is an annual juried exhibi-
tion of original art, with some of the pieces available for sale. It runs 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. today (Saturday) and tomorrow. Call 846-9698.

The cool tunes takes to the streets this weekend with the Uptown Water-
loo Jazz Festival. From Friday evening through Sunday afternoon, the area 
behind the Regina Street city hall building will be home to such perform-
ers as Dee Daniels and Michael Kaeshammer.

LOOKING FOR ACCEPTANCE Elmira’s Ryan Scheel is Ugly in the Da Capo Production of the musical 
comedy Honk!, which runs July 14-30 at the Waterloo Stage Theatre.
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Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD
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 1-888-966-5942
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Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com
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Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
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Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
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for the space for one insertion only.
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15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.
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MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com
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Grand River Personnel Limited
Staffing & Recruiting Solutions Since 1978

Tel: 519-576-0920 Fax: 519-576-0099, 
842 Victoria St. N., Unit # 16, Kitchener ON N2B 3C1

www.grandriverpersonnel.ca
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Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees.  
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
305 Arthur St. S., Elmira or
1229 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Full Time Storefront
Midnights 11pm - 7am
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FOR SALE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

AZ Truck Driver wanted for 
local grain elevator oper-
tion. Experience preferred. 
Seasonal or full time posi-
tion available. Please call 
(519)744-4941.

Housekeeper - A rep-
utable inn in St. Jacobs, 
is seeking a housekeeper. 
Wed. to Sun. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
to start immediately. Quali-
fied candidates may forward 
their resume to Box 154, St. 
Jacobs, N0B 2N0.

Machine Operator. We 
are a small, team oriented 
shop that is growing rapidly 
using automated machines 
to coat wood. You need 
to have a willingness to 
learn, will train. Competi-
tive wage and progressive 
work environment. Send re-
sume to: Horizon Coatings, 
fax (519)669-8835, email 
cmartin@horizoncoatings.com

Occasional Babysitter Re-
quired. We are looking for 
someone to look after our 3 yr 
old and 1 yr old for the occa-
sional evening out. You must 
be friendly, outgoing, mature 
enough to handle a baby, and 
preferably have some train-
ing (babysitting course, ECE, 
etc). Please call us at 669-
3833 if you are interested.

Summer/Fall Instructors 
wanted to teach art, paint-
ing, pottery, theatre and 
knitting at the Wellesley Mill. 
Call (519)656-2996. 
www.wellesleymill.com

HELP WANTED

Massage Therapist . A 
reputable inn in St. Jacobs 
is currently seeking a mas-
sage therapist. Part time 
leading to full time hours. 
Starting immediately. Please 
forward resumes to P.O. 
Box 154, St. Jacobs, ON., 
N0B 2N0.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds.

Truck Loader Needed for 
Linwood plant. Full time 
truck loader position start-
ing immediately. Hours: 
Mon. thru Fri. 6 p.m. - 2 
a.m. Responsibilities include 
loading the bulk trucks with 
bulk or bagged feed. Wage 
to be determined. Please 
call (519)698-2082 or send 
resume to Jones Feed Mills 
Ltd., 1024 Alfred St., Lin-
wood, N0B 2A0. Fax to 
(519)698-2719. or emailed 
to bbrown@jfm.on.ca

FOR SALE

10 Year Old Shuffleboard. 
Bank and straight. Good 
condi t ion.  $ 650.  699 -
4049.

2000 Makita Generator, 
hardly used, 10hp. 65500R 
5hp Briggs and Stratton 
engine. 1970 Wheel Horse 
tractor with snowblower 
and chains (10hp Honda 
engine). Old beer bottles, 
records, collectors spoons 
and medium sized freezer. 
(519)347-2959.

FOR SALE

AVRIL LAVIGNE TICKETS 
for sale. 4 tickets to the 
Wednesday July 13th Con-
cert at the John Labatt Cen-
tre in London. Section 306. 
Tickets $60 each. Please 
call 580-8640.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Red Dot Sale at Dis N Dat 
Treasures. Thurs. Fri., Sat 
10 - 5. 15 Dunke St., Elmira. 
669-5005.

FOR SALE

Oak, Mennonite Pedestal 
table with 6 chairs (2 cap-
tain). Excellent condition. 
$450. Call 669-5867 after 
4 p.m.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

Sofa - Excellent condition, 
blue/cream plaid. $275. 
(519)698-2938.

Whirlpool Commercial 
washing machine. $300.00. 
669-8295.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Double Futon - has black 
metal f rame. Cal l 669 -
1456.

Fencing, Construc-tion. 
Orange plastic, 50 x 4ft & 5 
steel stakes. $50. Waterloo, 
886-5408.

One Person Jacuzzi. $20. 
669-0394.

Queen Size Brass head-
board for sale. Excellent 
condition. $25. Phone 669-
3740.
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• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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COMPUTERS

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR

UNDER $50 ITEM

Star Choice Satellite Dish 
with receiver. $50. 669-
2954.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and no 
till seeding. Call 580-5131.

WANTED

Antiques Wanted. Glass, 
china, crocks, architectural, 
furniture, lighting, gasoline 
& good nostalgia & base-
ment and driveshed good-
ies. Paintings, magazines, 
most good old things, ra-
dios etc. Cal (519)843-2777. 
Leave message - machine 
- Thanks!

Summer/Fall Market ven-
dors wanted for the Welles-
ley Mill beginning Sat. July 
16th. NO FEE. Covered 
parking for horses. Ques-
tions (519)656-2996.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Chev Impala LS. 3.8L, 
only 107,000 km. Black. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

20 01 Caravan Spor t . 
Quads, 6 cyl., auto, air 
& more. 54,000 k. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Grand Caravan Sport. 
Quads, Rr air & heat and 
more. 54,000km. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Jeep Gr. Cherokee 
Laredo. 6 cyl., auto, air 
and more. Only 85,000 km. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

Find the ride of your life in 
Observer Classifieds - new 
listings weekly!

2002 Dakota Club. 6 cyl., 
5 sp., air and more.  70,000 
km. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2003 Caravan. Quad seats, 
only 43,000 km. 6 cyl., auto, 
air and more. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring. Loaded, V-6, only 
38,000 km. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

Black 2001 Nissan Sen-
tra SE. 4 door, E-test and 
safety. 669-0394.

Black 2002 Honda Civic. 
4 door, e-test and safety. 
669-0394.

RENTALS

Basement Apartment for 
rent in St. Jacobs. Avail-
able immediately. $650 a 
month, utilities included. 
No pets. Call 664-1832 or 
572-9842.

Elmira - 1 Bedroom apart-
ment, downtown Elmira. 51 
Arthur St. S., lower unit. 
Approx. 500 sq. f t .  No 
pets, non smoking. Avail-
able Oct. 1, 2005. Bill or 
Ruth Norr is, 669 -1348, 
wnorris1636@rogers.com

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apartment in 
Heidelberg. Non smoking, 
no pets. Private entrance. 
Great for a senior. $565 + 
hydro and gas. 699-4859.

Elmira - 1 Bedroom down-
town, main floor, AC, Sept. 1. 
$475.00 plus. 669-5431.

Elmira - 3 Bedroom Apart-
ment. Downtown Elmira, 
51 Arthur St. S. Upper unit, 
approx. 2000 sq. f t. No 
pets, non smoking. Avail-
able Oct. 1, 2005. Bill or 
Ruth Norr is, 669 -1348, 
wnorris1636@rogers.com

House For Rent in Lin-
wood. $650 plus utilities per 
month. Available Aug 1 or 
sooner. First and last, refer-
ences. Call 746-1557.

Large Bedroom in pri -
vate home on one acre in 
Conestogo. Share kitchen 
etc. Suitable for female. 
Call 664-3314, Jessie or 
Heather.

RENTALS

Spacious 3 Bedroom, main 
floor of Victorian duplex on 
lovely Park Ave., Elmira. 
Well maintained, yard, ga-
rage, appliances. $1195 in-
cludes heat. Aug. 1 or Sept. 
1. (519)829-3202.

Wellesley - One Bedroom 
bachelor apartment avail. 
Aug. 1. Includes fridges, 
stove, water & heat. $535/
mth. Due to allergies no 
smoking or pets. (519)656-
3014.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Home Repairs. Semi re-
tired man will do minor home 
repairs. Also ref inishing 
deck, patio, painting etc. Call 
Paul (519)669-0610.

Looking For a Handyman 
to do small jobs around the 
home, yard maintenance, 
and/or building mainte-
nance?  Reasonable rates. 
Please call 669-8802.

REAL ESTATE

Private Sale $156,900. 45 
Aspen Cres., Elmira. Well-
maintained semi. New fur-
nace, air and roof (2003).  
Call 669-4759 to view.

Find a new place to hang 
your hat in the Observer!

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Commercial /Retail For 
Rent or lease. Downtown 
Elmira, 51 Ar thur St. S. 
bes ide “ Bank of  Mon -
treal”. Available Oct. 1, 
2005. More info contact 
Bill/Ruth Norris 669-1348, 
wnorris1636@rogers.com

PERSONALS

Single Christian Hand-
some man wishes to meet 
single Christ ian woman 
48 - 57 for companionship 
possibly leading to longterm 
relationship. Please call 
(519)374-3483, Chuck.

LOST & FOUND

Lost - A men’s Mizuno base-
ball glove at the Elmira In-
dustrial ball diamond on July 
2. Call (519)843-3186.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. July 9, 
8 a.m. Party Lite product, 
wooden highchair, excellent 
condition and much more. 
160 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira.

Tool & Garage Sale. 1349 
King St., St. Jacobs, July 16. 
Drill press, table saw, wood 
lathe, hand & power tools, 
wood mouldings, furniture 
parts, much more. Rain date 
July 30.

GARAGE SALES

Sat. July 16, 8 a.m. - 1 
p.m. 55 Bobolink Pl., Elmi-
ra. You want it? We have 
it ! Many items new and 
old will appeal to kids and 
adults. Quilt and craft sup-
plies, fabrics and notions 
and more.

Huge Garage Sale/BBQ. 
Sat. July 16th, 8 a.m. - 2p.m. 
Kinsmen Centre Parking 
Lot. 108 Sydney St. S., 
Kitchener.

Huge Multi-Family garage 
sale Sat. July 9th, 8a.m. 12 
Aspen Cres. Sports equip-
ment, bike, toys etc. Rain 
or shine.

FRESH CONTENT... 
UPDATED WEEKLY!
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

Visit us for all the week’s top stories,
back issue archives and MORE!
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

MASONRY
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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PLASTICS

TINY’S
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CARPET CARE
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70 71 72
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77 78 79

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

©2005 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

ACROSS 
1. Removing the sticky 
back from a stamp for 
collecting purposes
6. Identical
9. Deprive of  the use 
of  a limb
13. Female operat-
ic star
14. Bent outward with 
the joint away from 
the body
16. A small sharp 
knife used for trim-
ming fruits and veg-
etables
17. Turn inside out
19. Getting drunk
21. Blue Brothers’ 
writer/director
23. Climbing garden 
plant having fragrant 
pastel-coloured flow-
ers
24. A fixed charge for 
borrowing money
26. Tool for splitting 
wood
28. The one after
29. Ward of  Newport 
City in the UK
33. A health resort
35. Wheelchair ac-
cessway
38. Outward, visible 
aspects
41. A dwarf  buffalo
42. To divide propor-
tionately
43. Cookie where you 
eat the middle first
44. Elephant tusk

45. UK brand of  por-
celain
46. Chewed with the 
teeth
47. A jaunty rhythm 
in music
48. People who leave 
money for a server
49. Sword (Fencing)
50. Skeet targets
52. Position golf  ball 
ready to drive
53. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
54. Lets
55. Former New York 
mayor
58. In the direction of
59. One who provides 
housing for military 
personnel
63. Storage area
69. Grandiose, larger
70. A film presenting 
facts about a person 
or event
72. Offensibely mal-
odorous
73. Any of  various pe-
rennials of  the genus 
Geum
74. Marked
76. Organized groups
77. Office furniture
78. District in south-
western Manhattan 
noted for shops/res-
taurants
79. Immerses in lin-
quid
DOWN 
1. Long, backless sofa

2. Something happens 
at a given place & time
3. Outdoor social gath-
ering
4. Informal term for 
mother
5. Narrow wooden 
runners used for glid-
ing over snow
6. Black and white 
Asian bird (expert 
diver)
7. A French abbot
8. Additional
9. Plant by-product 
used in making rubber
10. Elaborate accom-
panied song for solo in 
opera
11. Washroom for the 
boys
12. A heat energy unit
13. A shop selling im-
ported foods/prepared 
sandwiches
15. Of  the present 
month
16. Fruit having yel-
low sweet edible pulp 
and small black seeds
18. Rubber hoop
20. The thing named 
or in question
22. Intercourse
25. Astrological sign
27. Worked with 
stone/brick
29. Of  a pertinent na-
ture
30. Heavy and inert
31. Pulled behind a 
boat

32. 6 square yards
33. Abraded area 
where skin is torn off
34. Paul Rubens’ char-
acter
35. Train car
36. Heavy blocks of  
iron blacksmiths use
37. Money (slang)
39. A term of  affection 
for a small child
40. Despite that
48. Business acces-
sory
51. Introductions/
prefaces
56. Not young
57. Musical notation
58. Luggage
59. What sunk the Ti-
tanic
60. One who learns 
from a tutor
61. Flight attendants 
point these out
62. Variations of  one 
primary colour
63. Basket construc-
tion
64. High or low cards
65. 5th letter of  the 
Hebrew alphabet
66. To a place or posi-
tion on
67. The beehive state
68. Powdery starch 
from certain palms
70. Father’s often 
called
71. In the affirmative
75. Bride and groom 
say “I __”
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Elmira’s Vac Centre

����

���������������
�������������������
������������������

�����������������������

���������������

��������

VACUUMS OFFICE PRINT SOLUTIONS

���������������������
�����������������������

��������������

��������������
�������������������
�����������������

�����������
���������������
����������������
��������������

����������
�������������

SAY “CHEESE”
• Provide us the issue date, page number
   and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to 
   place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery
   within a week.

EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE 
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU.

PHOTO REPRINTS: ANY ISSUE, ANY PICTURE
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY JOE MERLIHAN                                                              If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

June 30
11:30 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Elmira’s Pintail Drive. 
A resident of the street struck a ve-
hicle parked on the road as she was 
reversing from her driveway. Minor 
damage was reported. There were 
no injuries. No charges were laid.
1:10 PM An elderly Wellesley 

woman’s vehicle struck the side of 
a Nafziger Line business. The wom-
an, who wasn’t hurt in the incident, 
reported her foot slipped from the 
pedal as she attempted to turn left 
on to Maple Leaf Street. Cosmetic 
damage resulted, as the vehicle 
scrapped alongside the building.

July 1
12:45 AM Police issued a 12-

hour driver’s licence suspension to 
an area man following a routine 
patrol stop on Lobsinger Line, near 
Heidelberg. The man blew a ‘warn’ 
on a roadside breath/alcohol test, 
prompting the suspension. His 
vehicle was also towed from the 
scene.
6:00 AM Charges are pending 

after a vehicle rolled on Lobsinger 
Line, near Heidelberg. A Toyota 
4runner was eastbound when the 
driver lost control. Immediately fol-
lowing the incident, two males fled 

the scene on foot. Damage to the 
vehicle was severe. The investiga-
tion continues.
6:40 AM A Conestoga Golf 

Course employee called police af-
ter discovering a group of youths 
running across the greens. Upon in-
vestigation, the officer came across 
a nearby house party in the midst 
of being dispersed. While the oc-
cupants denied involvement, they 
were warned about trespassing on 
golf course property. Minor dam-
age was reported to the greens.
10:55 AM A Guelph woman was 

charged with ‘drive while crowded’ 
following a single-vehicle colli-
sion on Sawmill Road, near Arthur 
Street. The woman, who was driv-
ing with her pet dog on her lap, 
reported being distracted by the 
animals movements when she lost 
control, crossed the roadway and 
rolled into a ditch. Neither she nor 
her pooch were injured. The vehicle 
was demolished.
4:22 PM An attempted break-in 

to a hobby shop was reported on 
Floradale Road. Sometime over-
night, a rear metal door was kicked 
and an effort was made to pry open 
a window. No entry was gained. 
There are no suspects.

6:09 PM An Elmira woman was 
transported to Grand River Hospi-
tal for observation after she was 
found lying on the side of Arthur 
Street, near Oriole Parkway. She 
was arrested under the Mental 
Health Act.
9:39 PM Several items were re-

ported stolen from a vehicle parked 
at a Hawkesville Road address 
near St. Jacobs. A wallet, contain-
ing cash, identification and credit 
cards, was taken earlier that day. 
There are no suspects.

July 2
7:23 AM Two reversing vehicles 

struck in the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market parking lot. At the time, 
one was backing out of a parking 
spot while the other was backing 
into an adjacent spot. The vehicles 
sustained minor damage. There 
were no injuries. No charges were 
laid.
11:59 AM An Elmira woman has 

agreed to pay for repairs after a 
vehicle was scratched while in a 
Snyder Avenue, Elmira driveway. 
Scratches were made in the hood 
and fender, resulting in about $700 
in damage. Upon investigation, the 
woman admitted to making the 
scratches and an agreement with 

the owner was reached. There 
were no charges.
3:08 PM An Elmira man was 

charged with ‘improper left turn’ 
following a two-vehicle collision at 
the corner of First and Duke streets. 
While attempting to make a left 
turn onto Duke Street, the man’s 
vehicle crossed the path of an on-
coming vehicle and the two struck. 
A passenger in the oncoming ve-
hicle was taken by ambulance to 
Grand River Hospital, where they 
were treated and released with mi-
nor injuries. Both vehicles suffered 
significant damage.
11:00 PM Police responded to a 

Nafziger Line residence in Welles-
ley after a woman reported youths 
throwing an unidentified white liq-
uid at her car. The woman washed 
off the substance before any dam-
age was caused. Upon investiga-
tion, police were unable to locate 
the suspects.

July 3
5:06 PM A camera and several 

accessories were taken from a 
vehicle parked at a James Street, 
Elmira residence. The items, includ-
ing a Canon 20D camera and a cell 
phone, were taken sometime the 
previous night. There are no sus-

pects. The investigation continues.
6:14 PM A bicycle was reported 

stolen from St. Jacobs’ King Street. 
Earlier that afternoon, a blue and 
silver, 18-speed bicycle with a gel 
seat was taken. There are no sus-
pects.

July 4
4:46 AM An abandoned bicycle 

was recovered from Elmira’s Fla-
mingo Drive. The men’s multi-
speed, blue/green bicycle is being 
held at the Elmira police station 
pending owner identification.
1:21 PM A Kitchener man re-

ported his wallet was stolen from 
his vehicle while at the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market earlier that day. 
A cell phone was also taken. There 
are no suspects.
3:49 PM Police charged a Fergus 

woman with ‘fail to yield to traffic 
on through highway’ following a 
two-vehicle collision on Northfield 
Drive, near Conestogo. The woman 
had reportedly stopped on the 
shoulder and was attempting to 
merge back onto the road when 
she entered the path of another 
vehicle and the two struck. Consid-
erable damage was caused to the 
vehicles. No injuries were reported.
5:20 PM A three-vehicle colli-

sion on Arthur Street, near Sawmill 
Road, resulted in a ‘careless driv-
ing’ charge for a Mildmay man. All 
three vehicles were northbound 
when the lead two slowed for traf-
fic ahead. A trailing driver failed to 
do the same, and a domino-style 
collision ensued. The driver of the 
middle vehicle, a Kitchener woman, 
was taken by ambulance to Grand 
River Hospital as a precaution.

July 5
4:00 AM A Millbank woman 

struck and killed a deer on Hutchin-
son Road, near Siegner Lane. The 
woman was westbound when the 
animal ran into her path. Her vehi-
cle suffered considerable damage; 
she escaped unscathed.
8:49 PM A bicycle was found 

abandoned in a fountain at Elmi-
ra’s Gore Park. The men’s, white, 
multi-speed bicycle is being held at 
the Elmira police station pending 
owner identification.
4:24 PM Thirteen marijuana 

plants were seized for destruction 
after being discovered in a field on 
William Hastings Line. The property 
owner found the prohibited veg-
etation while working in the field. 
It’s unknown who planted the 
marijuana.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Milk, bread and 
eggs: common 
items in many 

refrigerators, but that’s 
not always the case for the 
less-fortunate. A short-
shelf  life and the price tag 
make it harder for low in-
come families to add these 
foods to their diet. A re-
cent donation to Woolwich 
Community Services, used 
to purchase a new freezer 
and refrigerator, seeks to 
remedy this problem by 
allowing more perishable 
foods into the local com-
munity group’s coffers. 

On June 1, WCS was 
told they would receive 
$1,500 from Farm Credit 
Canada – a federal farm 
credit program – in aid of  
the agency’s food hamper 
program. 

With new appliances 

Cool donation helps
WCS with food hampers 

$1,500 from Farm Credit Canada provides new fridge and freezer
in their office, WCS can 
store more than twice the 
amount of  perishable food 
items.

“Now that we’ve pretty 
much doubled our capac-
ity, we’re able to keep more 
available to families and to 
have the product available 
when they need it,” said 
WCS executive director 
Don Harloff. 

“We’re really pleased 
with that and we’re going 
to be able to accept more, 
as people drop off  a basket 
of  tomatoes in season … 
we’ll be able to store [food] 
for a longer period of  time 
before giving it out.”

The new refrigerator re-
places a unit that “was on 
its last legs.”

The Elmira-based or-
ganization distributes 
hundreds of  food baskets 
to needy families across 
Woolwich and parts of  
Wellesley Township every 

year; foods such as milk, 
bread, margarine and eggs 
are essential components. 

The recent donation was 
an unexpected, but wel-
come development. 

“We hadn’t chatted with 
these people before and 
didn’t know much of  
them. They approached us 
on things they could do to 
help us, that was a pleasant 
surprise,” said Harloff. 

“We realized we didn’t 
know a whole lot about a 
good portion of  the com-
munity where we work, 
so we wanted to find out 
what the community’s 
particular needs were,” 
said FCC spokesperson 
Carole Schwartz of  the 
group’s regional office in 
Guelph.

“I live in Elmira so I’m 
familiar with the area, 
and we wanted to find out 
what sort of  programs are 
here and basically how we 

could meet those needs.”
She met with Harloff  

earlier in the spring and 
discovered a refrigerator 
would be a welcomed ad-
dition – hence the $1,500 
donation. 

“He needed a fridge, and 
it turns out our dollars 
were able to buy a freezer 
for them as well.”

The FCC is a federal-run 
corporation that provides 
credit and support for ag-
riculture across Ontario. 
The company donates one 
per cent of  revenue each 
year – through Imagine 
Canada – toward non-
profit and community 
groups. 

Despite being in ex-
istance since 1959, this is 
the first time the FCC has 
donated to WCS, although 
Schwartz said that they 
do make donations to the 
Foodbank of  Waterloo 
Region. 

$50,000 FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

KYLE REA

SPECIAL CEREMONY Home Hardware’s St. Jacobs site got a bit 
greener June 30 as company founder Walter Hachborn (right), in 
conjunction with Ed Borczon of Tree Canada and Special Olympics 
athlete Melissa Heubner planted four maple trees.
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Occassionally, you get a little back Hold rural roads to same standard: councillor WRDSB approves balanced budget

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Greeting her class with a friendly ‘akuna matada’ 
– no worries – every morning, Heather Weist 
was well-loved by students and staff at St. Teresa 
Catholic School. A dedicated and selfless educa-

tor, Weist faced a long and difficult battle with cancer, 
which would eventual claim her life. She died on May 30 
at the age of 52. 

A Junior and Senior Kindergarten teacher for eight 
years at St. Teresa, her absence from the school has been 
difficult for both students and staff. 

“That was terribly sad. She was very well-loved in the 
community and the kids adored her. It was a real tragedy 
for our school,” said principal Barb Deighan. “She battled 
optimistically for years ... that was a sad end to our year.”

A Waterloo resident and teacher for some 30 years, Weist 
was close to retirement when she died; Deighan said she 
could have ended her teaching career in 2006. 

Charlie Van Alphen was Weist’s principal for 19 years, 
both at St. Teresa and at various schools throughout Wa-
terloo Region. He remembers her as a kind person.  

“She was very dedicated and she was a wonderful lady. 
She worked to get the best for kids – it was her number-

St. Teresa says final farewell after 
cancer claimed Heather Weist

Memorial marks passing of Kindergarten teacher

▼ See STUDENTS page 27

REMEMBRANCE DAY Family members Len Olender (left), Marlene Olender, Reita Hicks and Mark Weist took in a special mass at St. Teresa 
of Avila Church and the placement of a memorial stone and placard in honour of Heather Weist June 30. 

Adjusting its paperwork, Woolwich council this week approved $11,500 
in tax writeoffs for 2002-2004. The amount represents cancellations, re-
ductions and refunds granted for such reasons as a change in tax rate, the 
demolition of a building or change in taxable status.

Saying rural settlements deserve the same standards as urban, Coun. Mur-
ray Martin this week voted against Woolwich’s plans to spend $75,000 on 
tar-and-chip roads. Streets in such places as Bloomingdale deserve asphalt, 
he argued. The tender to Cornell Construction plan passed 3-1.

The Waterloo Region District School Board this week approved a bal-
anced budget for 2005-2006. Officials had to draw upon $4.6 million in 
reserves and agree to reductions to balance $448 million in expenditures. 
The alternative was $5.9 million in cuts to services and programs. 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While overjoyed 
at the coming of 
summer, chil-
dren are not 

the only ones celebrating 
the end of another school 
year. Across Woolwich and 
Wellesley, 12 teachers who 
have contributed decades 
of their life to guiding and 
nurturing young minds, are 
marking the end of their ca-
reer with festivities of their 
own. 

While retirement may 
mean the end of their pro-
fessional teaching time, for 
many it is only the begin-
ning of the next stage of 
their life, one where family, 
travel and leisure are the 
highlights. 

For 27 years, Robert Nichol 

School’s out forever
Never mind the summer, retirement means these teachers won’t be returning at all

has called Park Manor Senior 
School home. Come September, 
the school’s brightly decorated 
hallways will be a passing 
memory for him, as he retires 
after a teaching career span-
ning 29 years. In his time at 
Park Manor, Grade 5 has disap-
peared and the school become 
smaller, but such an environ-
ment has resulted in a stronger 
attachment to the community. 

“The working relationship 
with the teachers, parents and 
the students have kept me here 
for so many years,” he said, 
noting he has mixed emotions 
about leaving. “It’s always been 
a joy to see how they (students) 
progress. That’s something I’m 
going to miss. Working with 
the children has been fun over-
all.

“But there’s a dual-edge. I 
want to get back into an aca-
demic-university library and 

this (retirement) will allow me 
to do that.”

Nichol plans to spend many 
hours at the University of Wa-
terloo’s library, pursuing vari-
ous research interests, but also 
more time with his wife, Cher-
yl – also a retiring teacher.

That doesn’t mean the former 
Grade 7/8 teacher will never 
come back to Park Manor: 
Nichol hopes to supply teach 
and help out with next year’s 
operetta.

Student performances were a 
definite highlight for Nichol in 
a career filled with many mem-
orable moments. 

“There’s a high each day. 
Sometimes there are lows be-
cause things don’t work the 
way you want it to every day, 
but there is a high each day.”

For Dianne Seldon, reading 
was a highlight in her teaching 
career; an avid reader outside 

of school, she was also a Grade 
1 instructor teaching genera-
tions of children the fine art 
of literacy. With her upcoming 
retirement – she spent 16 years 
teaching at John Mahood Pub-
lic School – she plans to tackle 
some books of her own. 

“I have a very high stack of 
books that I want to get under 
control,” Seldon said with a 
laugh. “I’m certainly looking 
forward to what’s ahead, but 
when you’ve done something 
for 33 years, it’s hard to just 
walk away. It’s going to be very 
different to not be working 
with children every day.”

Working with children just 
grasping the written word is a 
memory Seldon will treasure 
in the coming years. 

“You can’t help but feel that it’s 
a very rewarding experience. 
[Children] have big expecta-
tion that in Grade 1, you learn 

to read,” she said. “It’s not 
like [kindergarten]. There’s 
a few tears, but it’s nice to see 
the smiles at the end of the 
year when they realize, ‘hey, 
I did just fine.’”

Health issues were part of 
the reason Seldon chose to 
retire – plus, she felt 33 years 
was enough. 

“I could call that a career 
and I know I can retire with 
some reasonable expecta-
tions for some healthy years. 
And that’s important to me.”

Colleen Heibein knew a 
good place when she found 
it; 16 years ago, she came to 
Three Bridges Public School 
and she never looked back. 
Now as she ends her 30-year 
teaching career, she’s saying 
goodbye to the little rural 
school that has provided her 
with many good memories. 

▼ See AREA page 24

CLASS DISMISSED Among the area teachers retiring this year are (from left): Scott Galbraith, Colleen Heibein, Dale Keller, Robert Nichol, Pat Rickard, Karen Ross and Dianne Seldon. Other retiring teachers include 
Joanne Williams (St. Jacobs), Doreen Forsyth and Mary Cotter (Linwood), Brian Cullen (St. Clement) and Donna Letson (St. Boniface). 

PHOTOS: KYLE REA

KYLE REA
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Live 8 and farming could have been great partners
Eradicating famine requires advances in production, self-sufficiency and sustainability
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Chicken Souvlaki....................$4900
OMEGA Breast.........................$4200
Chicken Breast Nuggets........$2500
Chicken Breast Fingers..........$3600
Chicken Breast Burgers.........$2900
Chicken Drumsticks...............$1200
Whole OMEGA 3 Chicken......$229

Government 
Inspected

698-9930 • 698-2213
Call to
Order

All products made with OMEGA 3, 
drug free Roasting Chickens

CASE (4KG)

CASE (4KG)

50 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
150-160 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
85-88 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
40 4oz BURGERS/CASE

CASE (4KG)

/LB
AVERAGE 5-7 LBS

NEW FOR 2005 
GLACIAL 
TREASURE

Farm     
  Fresh!

I doubt that eradicating 
famine in Africa was 
on the mind of the 20-

something, sun-drenched 
crowd surfer television 
crews focused on as he 
was passed over the 
Barrie audience at last 
weekend’s Live 8 concert, 
during The Tragically 
Hip’s inspired set. But to 
me, that and some of the 
event’s other warts don’t 
make a mockery of it, de-
spite the criticism being 
leveled this week at Live 
8 organizer Bob Geldof 
for being right-headed, 
but wrong-handed.

Live 8 is being criticized 
for lacking depth. But it’s 
important to remember 
it drew more people to 
the television than ever. 
Most tuned in for the mu-
sic. But by osmosis, some 
picked up at least a basic 
message about poverty: 

that is, it hasn’t improved 
since the original Live 
Aid 20 years ago, and it’s 
not going away. Kudos to 
Geldof for acknowledg-
ing it takes more than 
donations, and for trying 
a new approach, attempt-
ing to win people’s minds 
rather than attract their 
direct financial support.

There’s no doubt though 
that if Geldof succeeds, 
we’ll still pay. The differ-
ence is we’ll pay through 
taxation, and our “dona-
tions” will amount to 
much more than the $20 
individual phone-in or 
Internet pledges typically 
drawn by fundraisers.

This raises all kinds of 
questions about freedom 
of choice. Likewise, it 
serves as a reminder of 
the privileges we enjoy 
living in an opulent soci-
ety, where some days our 

biggest concern is who 
will be the next Canadi-
an idol.

I applaud entertain-
ers who use the stage to 
genuinely and intelli-
gently espouse a cause. 
Sometimes I wish they’d 
just stick to music. But 
privilege has given them 
the spotlight, and regard-
less of how you feel about 
their particular passion, 
their decision to show 
their fans a better way, 
whatever form it takes, is 
admirable. I get annoyed 
when the causes have 
little foundation in fact. 
But at least those who 
support them believe in 
something.

It’s those folks that Gel-
dof needs to touch. If Live 
8 had a failing, it’s that 
it didn’t give thinking 
people enough fodder or 
a go-forward blueprint, 
despite its credo that it 
wanted people’s minds, 
not their money. The 
website, www.live8live.
com, helps those looking 
for more meat, and may-
be there’s only so much 
anyone can expect from 
musicians at a concert.

But for mass media 
purposes, every enter-
tainer who stood behind 
a microphone at Live 8 
should have been briefed 
to parlay the Live 8 mes-
sage (assuming they 

believed in it, which 
their participation at 
the event indicated they 
did): eliminate debt, im-
prove aid, equalize trade. 
It’s not complicated, and 
because it’s a three-part 
message, it could have 
been tied in with the poi-
gnant finger-popping, 
three-second poverty 
death knell – that is, snap 
your fingers every three 
seconds, and that’s how 
often  an African dies of 
poverty.

Live 8 will have suc-
ceeded if it convinces 
world leaders to start 
over again in Africa with 
meaningful development 
programs aimed at help-
ing farmers there pro-
duce food. But ultimately, 
it all comes down to agri-
culture.

The debt G8 countries 
are being asked to for-

give will pile up again if 
Africans can’t feed them-
selves better, and have to 
rely on aid. 

The beefed-up aid pack-
ages being demanded by 
Live 8 will be short-term 
fixes if Africans can’t 
feed themselves better.

And the call for fairer 
trade is meaningless if 
Africans don’t have some-
thing to trade, which, be-
ing an agricultural conti-
nent, will likely be some-
thing agricultural.

Sadly, agriculture was 
hardly mentioned at 
Live 8. Agriculture is 
central to sustainability 
in Africa. It needs more 
presence on the Live 8 
website, and more famil-
iarity with anyone who 
cares more about the mu-
sic than the crisis. 

The Barrie crowd surfer 
comes to mind.

“It’s kind of unusual to 
be here for so long [but] 
it’s nice to be in a rural 
setting… all the chil-
dren here appreciate the 
outdoors and so do I, so 
it’s a good mixture,” she 
said, adding she decided 
to retire to spend more 
time with her family and 
to make room for a new 

Area teachers learn three new Rs: retiring, relaxing and recreating
teacher. 

In her time at Three 
Bridges, she’s taught en-
tire families the three ‘R’s 
as well as a bit of biology 
and science studies. Some 
of her fondest memories 
surround a restoration 
area built on-site about 
eight years ago, including 
a small pond and trees. 

“It’s nice to do [that] 

here, since for a lot of our 
community, it’s hard to go 
off-campus because they 
are Mennonites. So we 
have our own outdoor ed 
(education) centre.”

She plans to spend her 
golden years golfing and 
dogsledding, with a little 
bit of volunteer work on 
the side. 

“Right now I’m mostly 

Continued from page 23 worried about still not 
having enough time left 
to do everything I want.”

Travel plans are in the 
cards for Pat Rickard, 
who will be off to Cancun 
and Vancouver among 
other locales now that 
she’s retired from River-
side Public School. 

A special education re-
source teacher at the lo-
cal school for seven years 
– and work as an educa-
tion assistant before that 
– Rickard will miss the 
school and students, but 
she has a lot planned for 
the coming years. 

“I feel good about my 
decision because I’m go-
ing to be traveling with 
my husband and I’ll have 
more time to spend with 
my family. But it’s bitter-
sweet. It’s sad because I 
will miss the students, but 
I’ll also miss the teach-
ers because they’re good 
friends as well.”

“Teaching leaves a big 
hole in your life when you 
leave.”

Rickard decided to re-
tire back in March; after 
trips to London and South 
Africa, among other lo-
cales, resulted in her tak-
ing some leave of absence 
time from teaching.

“Doing this a number of 
times and knowing that 
new trips were coming up 
settled it for me.”

During her jet-setting in 
the coming years, Rick-
ard will look back on her 
years with fondness – es-
pecially times where she 
really had an impact on 
students. 

“It’s always so excit-
ing especially with the 
reading and the writing. 
Sometimes I’ve had them 
write books. They do the 
illustrations and I type 
out the stories and we put 
it in book form. They are 

just so proud of anything 
like that. It’s exciting to 
go through with them and 
watch them.”

In his 32 year career, 
Dale Keller has taught 
just about everything, 
from industrial arts to 
music. His decision to end 
his seven-year teaching 
career at Floradale Public 
School is mixed with joy 
and sadness

“It’s exciting to be look-
ing at another phase of my 
life, but I certainly have a 
lot of fond memories and 
some sadness at leaving 
a great profession. I’ve 
enjoyed the kids and the 
parents in this communi-
ty. It would have been so 
easy to stay, but I’ll open 
up a spot for a younger 
teacher and I’ve got some 
other things in my life 
that I want to do. I’m go-
ing on a high note with a 
lot of good memories,” he 
said. “I just consider it a 
real privilege and a joy to 
have been able to finish 
out my career here in the 
Floradale community. It’s 
been wonderful.”

Retirement felt like the 
right move for Karen Ross, 
who called an end to her 
30 year teaching career – 
which included a six year 
term at Elmira District 
Secondary School. 

A family studies teacher 
for most of her career, she 
said she’ll miss the fashion 
show, commencement and 
parenting lessons – includ-
ing a simulation featuring 
an electronic baby – most 
of all. 

“Anytime you’re leaving 
it’s a [difficult] situation. 
It’s always hard to say 
goodbye. But retirement is 
something I’m looking for-
ward to,” she said. “I think 
the time was right.”

Ross will be taking a bit 
of time to enjoy her hob-

bies 
“I’m hoping to learn 

some more quilting. I en-
joy learning about [that] 
and photography,” she 
said, adding she’s also got 
a big trip to Asia planned 
for the near future. 

While Scott Galbraith 
could have continued as 
principal at Conestogo 
Public School for another 
term, the last year proved 
so exciting and successful 
that he preferred to leave 
on a high note. 

“I’m going out on top of 
the world. It’s been so much 
fun working with the kids 
and staff and the commu-
nity over the course of this 
entire year. It just enforces 
that you’re not working in 
isolation in the principal’s 
office. You have the oppor-
tunity to be involved in so 
many different types of 
things. I’m just so pleased 
that I’m going out feeling 
this way.”

Principal of Conestogo 
for three years, he decided 
to retire over the March 
Break. 

“I had decided I was go-
ing to stay on, but after 
thinking and talking 
about it, I decided… that’s 
what I [wanted] to do.”

The fact that he’s leav-
ing hit home only just 
recently, while he was 
taking pictures at the 
school. “I’m going to miss 
the people and the kids 
and helping people to 
deal with things.. It’s the 
greatest job in the world 
and I’ll miss all of those 
aspects. [But] I don’t have 
any regrets about going 
out [now].”

He has lots of activities 
planned for the future 
– including oil painting, 
learning to play guitar 
and work on a new house. 

“Come Sept. 6, it’s going 
to be a funny feeling.”
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BIRTH NOTICE DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

KYLE REA 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Cool temperatures 
and rain may have 
dominated the day 

– a break from the heat 
wave – but inclement 
weather didn’t dampen 
the spirits of local patri-
ots, who celebrated Cana-
da’s 138th birthday July 1. 

More than 300 partici-
pants gathered in Elmi-
ra’s Gore Park last Fri-
day for plenty of activi-
ties, entertainment and 
of course, food. 

Despite poor weather, 
organizers say this year’s 
festivities are about the 
same as 2004 celebra-
tions. 

“It was pretty average, 
what with it being on a 
Friday and the weather 
being the way it was,” 
said event coordina-
tor Jeni Richter. At one 
point right in the middle 

Oh Canada
Canada’s 138th birthday draws more than 300 in Elmira

of the celebration, the 
skies grew dark and a 
brief downpour chased 
many participants away. 
Those who stayed were 
soon greeted by sun-
shine and drier weather 
for the rest of the festivi-
ties. 

One of those who waited 
out the rain was Betty 
Pfanner of Elmira, who 
came out for her ninth 
consecutive Canada Day 
celebration. 

“It’s wonderful every 
year,” she said. While 
ice cream and hotdogs 
are her favourite holiday 
treats, a sense of commu-
nity is what draws her 
back year after year. “I 
think it’s great having 
the community get to-
gether to celebrate. And 
the entertainment is al-
ways great. The weather 
put a little damper on it, 
but everybody’s having a 
good time.”

Firefighter activities, a 
magic show from Klazzy 
the Klaz clown and per-
formances from enter-
tainer Bryon Jay were 
the highlights of the day. 
As an added treat, the 
Township of Woolwich 
offered free Canada Day 
cake for all who attended. 
Local Optimists and Girl 
Guides were also on hand 
selling drinks and hot-
dogs. 

Whether chowing down 
on cake and ice cream 
or taking a ride on a fire 
truck, there was plenty 
of fun for young and old 
alike. 

Ten-year-old Katrina 
Martin loved the balloon 
animals and, of course, 
the food – like most par-
ticipants she indulged 
some cake.  

“It’s great. I love the bal-
loon animals because it’s 
cool having one. I think 
the whole day is great.”

Carrie Lynn Allgeier

Graduated from Nipissing 
University in North Bay with 
an honours bachelor of busi-
ness administration, Market-
ing stream. Carrie has ac-
cepted an offer of admission 
to Nippising University’s edu-
cation department to teach 
high school business. Carrie 
is also working toward her 
Masters in Business Admin-
istration.

Congratulations on your hard 
work!

With love, your parents, 
Cheryl & Steve, brother Mike 
and grandparents Pat Allgeier 
and Ruth Cress and friends.

MCFARQUHAR: Jocelyne 
(nee Futher) and Brett McFar-
quhar announce the arrival of 
their first child, a daughter, Em-
ily Stephanie on November 13, 
2004, weighing 6 lb. 11 oz. at 
Ajax, Ontario. Proud grandpar-
ents are Bill Futher, and Barry 
and Sharon McFarquhar.

DONALD MARTIN

HAPPY 90TH
BIRTHDAY, DAD

Congratulations on your 
amazing longevity!

Love, Shannon, Michael,
Mike and Rob.

GOTCHA!

HAPPY 60TH
OLE MARE!

Come and help us to
celebrate Mom’s

80TH Birthday
OPEN HOUSE

for VIRGINIA RAY

St. Mary’s R.C. Church
in Linwood

July 17, 2005 - 2-4pm
Best Wishes Only.

TED AND JOAN
STARLING

Happy 50th

Wedding Anniversary 
July 9th, 2005

Congratulations and love
from your family and friends.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Summer is a great 
time for space ex-
ploration under the 

stars, trusty telescope 
in hand. The Elmira 
Branch Library is hop-
ing the great indoors can 
be just as educational as 
they offer Blast Off!, a 
space-themed summer 
reading program July 5 
to Aug. 19. 

The program offers a 
wide range of kid-themed 
events, prizes and ac-
tivities, whether that 
includes learning about 
the Internet, glancing 
through a telescope or 
listening to a lively tale 
from outer space. 

Each kid keeps a log 
book receiving a stamp 

Blast off with reading
Elmira library launches new summer program

for each book they read 
and return. To entice 
children to choose the 
written word over, say, 
baseball, draw prizes are 
offered for young liter-
ary fanatics – including 
passes to Bingeman Park 
and the Royal Ontario 
Museum – and those who 
read 10 or more books 
will take home a summer 
reading certificate. 

For some, even reading 
10 books is a light load.

“We’ve had some fill 
up two of the log books,” 
said librarian Bette 
Cummings. That’s quite 
a feat, considering each 
book contains 120 spots 
to fill. 

Come September, those 
kids who read tend to 
fare better in school than 
those who don’t, said 

Cummings. 
“I’m a former teacher 

and if they read over the 
summer, whether it be at 
the library or someplace 
else, they keep their read-
ing skills up. And you can 
tell the ones who have 
read over the summer 
and those who have not. 
They have maintained or 
gone beyond what their 
reading level was at the 
end of June.”

Budding astronauts will 
have plenty of books to 
add to their log-books; on 
top of the more than 40 
books on space offered by 
the library, Cummings 
and others have contrib-
uted some seven other 
books toward a special 
in-library book box. 

For information, call 
669-5477.

CULLIGAN, Harold
Passed away after a lengthy illness, at 
St. Andrew’s Terrace in Cambridge, on 
Tuesday, June 28, 2005, in his 83rd year, 
formerly of St. Jacobs.

FARR, Dawn Adele (Mrs. Larry)
Suddenly, on Thursday, June 30, 2005, as 
the result of a motor vehicle accident, 
Dawn (Nearingburg) Farr, in her 45th year, 
of Elmira.

HORST, Rev. Osiah W.
Died peacefully at home with family 
around him on July 4, 2005 a the age of 
85. Osiah grew up north of Elmira.

KUEPFER, Phoebe
Passed away suddenly as a result of a car 
accident, near Berne, Indiana, on Satur-
day, July 2, 2005 at the age of 53. She 
was from Milverton.

LOGEL, Joseph
Passed away, at his home, in Hollywood, 
Florida on June 28, 2005 at the age of 92. 
Joseph lived in Linwood and Wellesley 
prior to moving to Florida in 1965.

MARTIN, Reuben H.
On Monday, July 4, 2005 at his home. 
Reuben H. Martin in his 74th year of  RR1, 
St. Clements.

ROTH, Mrs. Mary C.
Suddenly, on Monday, July 4, 2005, at the 
KW Health Centre, Kitchener, Mary Cath-
erine Roth of RR1 Wellesley (Lisbon).

CLOWNING AROUND Austin Richter (left) took home a balloon animal, 
courtesy of Klazzy the Klaz clown, who gave out her inflated creations to 
plenty of local children last Friday. 

CHOWING DOWN Alexandra 
Daveikis, 1, indulges in some free 
Canada Day cake July 1. 

HOSE IT DOWN Elmira firefighter Rob Moyer shows Ashlyn (left) and 
Dawson Shantz how to operate and aim a fire hose, part of a series of 
popular fire department-themed activities. 

SING IT Bryon Jay entertains 
the crowd. 

PHOTOS: KYLE REA
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������

������������
�����������������������

��������������

���������������
��������������������

�����������������������

���������������������������������������

����������������

�����������������

����������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

Sadly, it’s a fallacy that you can hold a job without working
Q.  Will a household cat or 
dog eat its owner who dies 
and whose body stays undis-
covered for some time, leav-
ing the pet unfed?

A.  We see instances of 
pets feeding on their de-
ceased owners (anthro-
pophagy) from time to 
time, its rarity probably 
reflecting that the oppor-
tunity does not occur that 
often, says North Carolina 
Chief Medical Examiner 
John D. Butts, MD.  “In 
our experience, the ani-
mal is usually a dog.”  In-
terestingly enough, dogs 
will target certain parts 
of the human body first, 
says State University of 
New York-Canton crimi-
nal investigations and 
forensic science professor 
Steve Gilbert, MFS, ABD.  
First comes the daily lick-
ing of the deceased’s face 
and hands, then an eating 

away at these parts, then 
elsewhere.  “There is no 
difference between dogs 
and cats when it comes 
to survival:  Both will eat 
what they must.”

Far grimmer than the 
cases of dead owners, as 
reported in The American 
Journal of Forensic Medi-
cine and Pathology, are 
the cases of elderly people 
who sadly signal weak-
ness and vulnerability to 
groups of predatory dogs.
Q.  They say nobody works 
anymore, and they’ve got the 
data to prove it:  Since there 
are 365 days in a year, and 
the average worker works 
only one-third of a day (8 
hours out of 24), that fig-
ures to 122 days a year that 
can be worked at most (365 
x one-third).  But then you 
must subtract Saturdays and 
Sundays (52 x 2 = 104 days), 
holidays (roughly 8 days), 

plus paid vacations (10 days), 
or 104 + 8 + 10 = 122 days off.  
So 122 days total that can 
be worked minus 122 days 
off equals zero (0!) net days 
worked, right?

A.  The fallacy here is 
that initially only 1/3 of 
each work day was count-
ed as work, so only 1/3 of 
weekends, holidays and 
vacation should be sub-
tracted as time off.  Done 
this way, you get 122 - 40 
= about 80 24-hour days’ 
worth of work per year, or 
240 8-hour work days.  
Q.  Do sighted or blind babies 
smile more?

A.  They both smile 
plenty, though at slightly 
different things, say V. 

Gregory Payne and Larry 
D. Isaacs in Human Motor 
Development:  A Lifespan 
Approach.  First smiles of-
ten occur spontaneously 
from 5-14 weeks of age, 
prompted by any num-
ber of stimuli from any 
number of individuals.  
These could be a touch, a 
high-pitched voice or for 
sighted infants, the sight 
of a human face.   But 
around 20 weeks a new 
pattern emerges, the “so-
cial” smile and mimicry, 
with only familiar faces 
(or voices) now bringing 
a reaction.  Blind children 
smile initially at many of 
the same nonvisual stim-
uli, but stop doing so if the 

behavior is not continu-
ally reinforced by cooing 
or touching during this 
critical smile-readiness 
period.  
Q.  How has modern science 
determined the cause of 
death of the great composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven?  What 
body part told the tale?

A.  Even as a young man 
Beethoven knew some-
thing was seriously wrong 
with him, says John Ems-
ley in The Elements of 
Murder:  A History of Poi-
son.  He was afflicted with 
terrible colic, and by age 
32 was showing signs of 
deafness.  After he died 
(1827), locks of his hair 
were clipped and put into 
a locket, which eventually 
wound up with the Ameri-
can Beethoven Society.  
In 2000, six strands were 
analyzed at the Argonne 
National Laboratory, re-

vealing 60 ppm of lead, a 
hundred times more than 
normal.  The amount of 
mercury was normal, thus 
scotching an old rumor 
that mercury prescribed 
as a cure for a “social dis-
ease” had killed him.

Many sources could 
have contaminated the 
composer — water from 
a lead cistern, wine, lead-
glazed pottery holding 
acidic foods, etc.  But it 
was probably not hair dye, 
since his grey, white and 
brown strands suggested 
he was greying naturally 
and not trying to disguise 
it.  Other lead victims at 
the time suffered similar 
to Beethoven, with central 
nervous system damage 
that may have accounted 
for his well-known iras-
cible temperament, and 
total deafness by about 
age 50.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Kids Bake and Create Club – Every Wed. from 2-
4 p.m. for children ages 8-12.  Crafts and baking 
lessons. Call New Orleans Pizza at 669-1505 to 
attend and for more information.  

July 9 
Elmira & District Horticultural Society – 2005 
Garden Tour. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. $10. Features 
five beautiful home gardens and one school 
which features botanical and common names of 
trees which is an outdoor classroom. For more 
information please call Eunice Frey 699-5381 or 
one of the executives. 
Prince Philip Pony Games  Fergus Arena grounds. 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Free admission for spectators. Pony 
races and games. Western Ontario Pony Clubs 
competing. 

July 10
Strawberry Social to celebrate the ministry of Rev. 
and Mrs. Bill Lamont who are leaving Canada for a 
ministry in the United States, will be held at Waterloo 
North Presbyterian Church,  685 Highpoint Ave. at 
Northfield, Waterloo, Laurel Hall from 2 – 4 p.m. 
Rev. Lamont will speak at 3 p.m. 

July 12 
Blast Off! Into Cyberspace! Kids ages 9-12 are 
invited to join us for an online mission to outer 
space. Use the Internet to explore new galaxies 
and more. Space is limited so sign up soon. Elmira 
Library 10 a.m. – noon. Cost $2. Part of Region of 
Waterloo Library’s Summer Reading Program. 

July 13
Blast Off! Starry, Starry Night Free program 
includes stories, crafts and activities for children 6 
– 12. Be sure to check with your local library to 
see if registration is required. Elmira 10:30 – 11:30 
a.m., 669-5477, Bloomingdale 1:45 – 2:30 p.m., 

745-3151, St. Jacobs 3:30 – 4:15 p.m. 664-3443,  
St. Clements, 2:30 – 3:15 p.m. 699-4341, Linwood 4 
– 4:45 p.m. 698 – 2700. Part of Region of Waterloo 
Library’s Summer Reading Program.

July 14
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Grand River Brass.  Free 
concert, everyone welcome. 

July 19
It’s A Pickle Of A Day! Hey kids entering Sr. 
Kindergarten to Gr. 6.  You’re invited to a zany action 
packed God-centred day of exciting drama and cool 
crafts. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at EEMC, corner of First and 
Arthur streets, Elmira. Cost – one jar of pickles (or 
something similar) for the Blessings Foodbank. 
Lunch and snacks provided. Pre-registration is 
required. Questions call Wendy Bowman 846-2089 
or Lisa Martin 669-3497. 

July 21 
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Jamboree Reunion Band.  
Free concert, everyone welcome. 
St. Teresa of Avila – Auction Fundraiser,  6 p.m. 
at St. Teresa of Avila Church Hall. Doors open 
for viewing at 5 p.m. Over 500 pieces of factory 
seconds will be up for sale, food booth on site. 
Everyone welcome! 

July 28
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Paul Stouffer Trio.  Free 
concert, everyone welcome. 

August 4 
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Pork Chop Review.  Free 
concert, everyone welcome. 
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Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 
to 2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $234,900. 
Semi-detached homes starting at $204,900. Visit our 
models and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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one priority. She was 
always looking out for ev-
ery child in her room. She 
made a lot of sacrifices for 
the kids, in buying things 
for them that they needed. 
She would spend her own 
money to make provisions 
for certain kids. She was 
always there for the best 
interest of every child,” he 
said. 

“She was always upbeat 
and she was a tremendous 
support for other teach-
ers.”

“She lived life to the full-

est. She really loved life, 
she loved her kids, her 
animals and her camp-
ing – and I remember her 
smile,” recalled Iris Milt-
enburg, educational as-
sistant at St. Teresa who 
worked with Weist in the 
classroom. “She always 
called them (children) her 
friends. She loved her little 
friends.”

To remember Weist, the 
school dedicated its June 
30 end-of-school mass to 
her. The service was at-
tended by members of 
her family, including her 

Students, staff and family gather for year-end ceremony
brother Mark, mother Re-
ita Hicks and relatives Len 
and Marlene Olender. 

Uncle Len Olender, re-
called that, when Weist 
was just four years old, 
she left her babysitter 
behind to journey to her 

grandmother’s place, 
which meant crossing two 
main roads. 

“She (grandmother) al-
most passed out. She asked 
‘what are you doing,’ and 
Heather said, ‘I didn’t like 
the babysitter,’” he said 

with a laugh. “It showed 
me how determined she 
was at that age. You don’t 
think of children  being 
that dedicated.”

A stone for Weist was 
donated for St. Teresa’s 
peace garden and some 
books will be placed in the 
school’s library. 

Continued from page 23



Financing Available, See Store for Details!!

Great Comfort,
Great Price!

$89999 Dbl. Reclining Sofa
$84999 Dbl. Reclining Loveseat
$49999 Rocker Recliner
$29999 Cocktail Table
$24999 End Table

$14999 Tub  Chair 
 $17999 Rattan Chest

Great Summer Buy

$44999 
7pc. Rattan Set
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Hurry In!

PRICE
BUSTER
EVENT

A Classic Look!
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