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St. Jacobs’ Raymond Martin under water up to 20 minutes after playing in irrigation pond
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Standing cold and 
silent in Elmi-
ra’s Gore Park, 
the Fountain of 

Memories bears wit-
ness to local tragedy, 
with the names of local 
youth etched in its sur-
face – many of whom 
died in road accidents 

Statistically, Woolwich roads see more carnage than any other area of Waterloo Region

Death, injury more likely in rural collisions
since 2000. 

Some say Woolwich has 
seen more than its fair 
share of tragedy, a sen-
timent on many minds 
with the recent death of 
resident Dawn Farr, who 
was killed June 30 when 
her car collided with a 
transport truck near the 
ill-named ‘deadman’s 
curve’ on Arthur Street. 

While stirring up grief 

that is best left to settle, 
these incidents also re-
mind people that local 
roads can be dangerous 
– in fact, they’re some of 
the most perilous in Wa-
terloo Region. For that 
reason, keeping motorists 
alert and safe behind the 
wheel are utmost priori-
ties for police, emergency 
personnel and educators 
alike. 

Woolwich 14 459 1785 26%

Wellesley 5 111 464 25%

Wilmot 7 170 748 23.6%

N. Dumfries 5 187 823 23%

Kitchener 16 3153 13714 23%

Waterloo 9 1429 6237 23%

Cambridge 15 2165 8627 25.2%

Total Collisions 
2000-2004

Total #
Fatalities

Total #
Injuries

Total #
Collisions

% of Inj/Fat/
Ttl collisions

In the last five years, 
Woolwich has proved to 
be the most dangerous 
area in Waterloo Region; 
of 1,785 collisions, 14 were 
fatalities and 459 caused 
injuries – the math shows 
an injury rate of 26 per 
cent, which is unrivaled 
by other areas. The town-
ship also has the region’s 
highest per-capita aver-

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A St. Jacobs-area boy is fighting 
for his life after almost drown-
ing in an irrigation pond 
Wednesday night. 

Raymond Martin, 5, of 1235 Martin 
Creek Rd. remains in critical condition 
at the Children’s Hospital of Western 

Ontario in London, after he was sub-
merged in under six feet of water for up 
to 20 minutes. 

According to Amsey Martin, Ray-
mond’s uncle, a group of four children 
were wading in a pond behind the fam-
ily home when Raymond went too far 
out. No adults were around and the boy 
didn’t know how to swim. 

“There’s a shallow part and a dropoff 

and they generally wouldn’t have come 
up to that dropoff. But because the wa-
ter table was lower because of irriga-
tion, the children got out to where they 
usually didn’t go,” he said. 

After realizing what had happened, 
two of the girls ran to the house for help 
while another boy, age 10, waited by the 
dock. 

“He realized that if he went in, he 

himself can’t swim and he would be in 
trouble too,” Amsey said. 

Maryanne and Jacob Martin, Ray-
mond’s parents came running to the 
pond, looking for him. In the meantime, 
someone called the fire department 
from a cellphone and units from St. Ja-
cobs Fire Department responded.

A St. Jacobs firefighter who lives in 

▼ PAGE 14
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RICHARD VIVIAN
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A Sunday evening 
house fire in Elmi-
ra would have 

been a lot worse had it 
not been for the actions of 
a neighbour, says district 
fire chief Kieran Kelly. In 
search of people and the 
family pet inside – though 
none were home at the 
time –  the neighbour 
broke through a screen 
door and closed several 
open windows, helping to 
limit spreading. 

He also put a ladder up 
to a second floor window, 
which firefighters used 
to gain quick access to an 
area of concern.

“That neighbour, it was 
his timing that saved the 
house from being a lot 
more damaged. … It was 
just on the verge of flash-
over,” Kelly said of the 
blaze at 22 Centre Street, 
noting a flashover is 
when the gases generated 
by the burning material 
ignite. “The wood, the 
paint, everything heats 
so much it starts giving 
off their own gas. When 
they reach the auto igni-
tion temperature, they 
just flashover. Every-

Fan blamed for $20,000 fire
Neighbour credited with preventing more damage

thing is burning then.
“You could see the ceil-

ing area, the upper parts 
of the door jams and 
that were all bubbled. A 
few more minutes and it 
would have been a larger 
fire than what it was.”

No one was home at the 
time of the blaze, includ-
ing the family’s dog, but 
neighbour Scott Grainger 
didn’t know that. 

“We turned the corner 
around our house [while 
on a family walk] and 
heard the alarm and 
saw some puffs of smoke 
coming out one of the 
windows. I ran around 
the house first to see if 
anybody was home. I just 
didn’t know if maybe they 
burnt some toast – there 
wasn’t a lot of smoke,” he 
said, explaining no one 
responded to his knock-
ing, so he called 9-1-1.

“It was quite dark and 
pretty smokey [on the 
second level]. I glanced 
around the corner and 
there were flames lick-
ing out from underneath 
a door.”

After seeing there was 
no one home, Grainger 
and his wife Sandra, who 
also went inside, imme-
diately started closing 

several windows that had 
been left open to allow 
for airflow. Once outside, 
they were greeted by a 
police officer, who joined 
Grainger for a second 
look – they thought the 
family dog was still in-
side. However, they were 
sent back by the thick 
black smoke.

Instead, a ladder was 
put to a second floor 
window where people 
thought they’d seen the 
dog. Again, a screen was 
broken to gain access.

“There was no dog com-
ing up to the screen and 
there was no way I was 
going to go in through 
a window to get him be-
cause when that screen 
opened up a whole cloud 
of black soot and smoke 
came at me,” Grainger 
recalled.

“Black smoke was pour-
ing out that window,” 
Kelly added.

Uncharacteristically, 
Elly, the family’s Aire-
dale, wasn’t home when 
the fire broke out, ex-
plained resident Leslie 
Mason, who was visiting 
her children with hus-
band Greg.

“Normally she’s at 
home,” she said.

Firefighters traced the 
cause of the blaze to a 
malfunctioning older-
style box fan in an up-
stairs hallway. While 
the fire was contained 
to the hallway; smoke 
and water caused much 
of the damage – which 
firefighters estimate at 
$20,000.

“The entire upstairs 
has smoke damage; 
there’s soot on every-
thing. Our bedroom 
was doused with water, 
so that room has water 
damage and then the 
livingroom below, the 
water came through the 
floor,” explained Mason. 
“The whole bedroom 
area – and I’d just fin-
ished decorating it – it’s 
looking pretty sad.

“The firefighters were 
extremely careful. They 
protected all our valuable 
things and there was no 
breakage. It was amazing 
how they protected our 
valuables.”

Until the necessary re-
pairs are made, the Ma-
sons will be staying with 
their daughter in Water-
loo. Insurance officials 
were at the house soon 
after the fire and again in 
subsequent days.

Heidelberg was the first 
to arrive and was already 
in the pond searching by 
the time the rest of the 
firefighters pulled in at 
7:50 p.m. 

A row of 10 people, in-
cluding the boy’s father, 
quickly assembled, walk-
ing an arm’s-length apart 
through the man-made ir-
rigation pond.

St. Jacobs district chief 
Clare Weber said they 
couldn’t see the child 
through the water. “It was 
almost black,” he said, 
adding they even tried 
using their thermal im-
aging camera. “It wasn’t 

much value in this par-
ticular case.”

Finally at around 7:57, 
the boy’s father bumped 
into something and Ray-
mond was pulled from the 
water; he was submerged 
in about two metres (six 
feet) of water. The pond is 
3.5 metres (11 feet) at its 
deepest.

Firefighters performed 
CPR while paramedics 
worked to remove water 
from Raymond’s lungs. 
“He had no vital signs 
whatsoever. They got a 
shallow heartbeat on the 
way to the hospital in the 
back of the ambulance,” 
said Weber. 

The boy was taken to 
Grand River Hospital, 
where he was put on a res-
pirator. At around 9 p.m. 
Raymond was transported 
to the Children’s Hospital 
in London; his family fol-
lowed the ambulance all 
the way to the hospital, 
said one neighbour. 

The boy remained in 
critical condition at press 
time. His prognosis, said 
Amsey Martin, is “not 
good,” but family mem-

bers continue to hope for 
the best.

“The longer we go with-
out hearing bad news, the 
more we hope for some-
thing good,” he said. “We 
can’t change what has hap-
pened and it won’t help to 
hold grudges against any-
body or against oneself … 
why not accept it and try 
to learn from it? Unsuper-
vised children and water 
don’t mix.”

One neighbour who runs 

a produce stand on the 
Martin’s farm, said she 
knows Raymond quite 
well. She was devastated 
when she found out what 
happened to him.

“He was a very lovable 
blue eyed, happy fellow. 
He was something like a 
nephew to me,” she said. 

Wednesday’s rescue is 
not something firefighters 
usually perform; they are 
not trained to perform wa-
ter rescues. 

Prognosis not good for five-year-old boy
Continued from cover “I’m really pleased with 

the way it went. The guys 
didn’t hesitate, they got 
in the water and did ev-
erything they’re not sup-
posed to do and it worked 
great,” said Weber. “We’re 
not supposed to do in-wa-
ter rescue … but when the 
time comes, I don’t care 
what the rules say. The gut 
feeling says get in there 
and do the best you can 
– let the politicians fight it 
out afterward.” 

BUCKETS OF SUMMER FUN!

SURPRISE!   As young and old cope with the return of hazy, hot and humid temperatures, members of the Woolwich Summer Playground 
have the right idea: the more water, the better. But as Hannah Wynen discovered, there is something as getting a bit too cool, as she 
discovered after receiving a big splash from a bucket of water. There will be plenty more where that came from this week (July 25-29) as 
the playground kids celebrate Water Week. 
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Strumming along

   ▼   CAN’T STAND THE HEAT — READ THE OBSERVER. FILL YOUR MIND WITH FRESH COOL INFORMATION  OR BETTER YET, USE US AS A FAN — EITHER WAY YOU WIN!

Floradale’s Lynn Russwurm has been active in country music for more than 50 years

RICHARD VIVIAN

Slots continue to 
pay out for Centre 

Wellington

Power outage leaves 
family stuck in elevator

$17k riding lawn 
tractor stolen from 

Elmira business

Asleep at the wheel 
blamed in 3 collisions
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Floradale isn’t the only place Lynn 
Russwurm calls home: that desig-
nation is shared with ‘the stage.’ 
After more than 50 years on the Ca-

nadian country music circuit the 74-year-
old continues his love for performing.

Along side his country music bandmates 
in the Jamboree Reunion Band and his 
bluegrass colleagues in Crossover Junction, 
Russwurm can still be found entertaining 
crowds several times a year. Most recently, 
Jamboree Reunion Band showed off its mu-
sical stylings with Thursday’s performance 
at the gazebo in Elmira’s Gore Park.

“I love country  music. I can’t imagine life 
without music,” he told the Observer. 

As far back as Russwurm can remember 
he’s had a fondness for the flavour of coun-
try music, preferring old country to the mar-
riage with pop/rock the genre has under-
gone in recent years. Growing up on a farm 
near Hanover, he was introduced to music 
through his father’s record collection.

“My dad had a pile of 78s. Most of them 
were old-time country and I used to love 
those records. I can still hear them all in 

my head,” he said.
At the age of 19 he relocated to Kitchener 

and formed his first band, The Pine River 
Troubadours. With that and other bands, 
he played the local radio show 
and bar scenes for more than 
20 years, in addition to his full-
time job with B.F. Goodrich, 
where he worked in the ware-
house. He was also busy rais-
ing a family of seven children.

During that time he penned 
songs for several other coun-
try artists including the Mer-
cey Brothers, the Lewis Fam-
ily, Carl Smith and American 
country music hall of famer 
Hank Thompson, for which he 
wrote or co-wrote four songs.

“My songwriting is pretty 
important to me. I had my first 
song recorded around 1961. All together, 
including my own recordings, I’ve had 
about 63 recordings. Some songs were 
recorded two or three times though,” he 
said, noting the Jamboree Reunion Band 
self-produced an album in 1987 – band 
membership was different than it is now. 

Among the re-recorded tracks is “I Cast 

a Lonesome Shadow,” which Russwurm co-
wrote with Thompson, who recorded the 
song. Two years ago, singer/songwriter 
Martin L. Gore of the U.K. alternative band 

Depeche Mode re-made the 
track for inclusion on his solo 
album titled Counterfeit2, 
which consisted entirely of 
cover songs.

“I just got a royalty cheque 
for a little over $2,000 for 
that one. That’s the most I’ve 
ever made on a song. And 
that came out of the clear 
blue sky,” he said, explain-
ing it was through the Inter-
net travels of his son that he 
learned the song had been 
covered. “He came to me one 
night and says ‘you know 
your name’s all over the In-

ternet?’ I didn’t know what he was talking 
about.

“Hard rock, who would record a country 
song?” he smiled, suggesting the song must 
have come to Gore’s attention from one of 
Thompson greatest hits albums. “It wasn’t 
a typical Hank Thompson song. It was 

COVER STORY Russwurm’s song 
“I Cast A Lonesome Shadow” was 
covered by Depeche Mode vocalist 
Martin L. Gore.

A family spent about 30-minutes in 
darkness last Saturday (July 16), after a 
fierce thunderstorm knocked out power 
in St. Jacobs, leaving them stuck in the 
elevator at the St. Jacobs Factory Outlet 
Mall.
The family – mom, dad and two small 

children – was trapped between the first 
and second floors when the power went 
out at 3:12 p.m. A mall maintenance 
worker quickly called in an emergency 
elevator maintenance crew, which ulti-
mately freed the family, explained Jenny 
Shantz of the Mercedes Corp., which 
owns the mall. 
St. Jacobs firefighters also responded 

to the scene, but were called off as they 
pulled into the parking lot.
According to Waterloo North Hydro, pow-

er was restored to the village at 4:18 p.m.

It was triple cherries for Centre Wel-
lington Township again this week. The 
municipality received a cheque for 
$420,000 from the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Commission Wednesday (July 
20), the Township’s share of profits from 
slot machines at Grand River Raceway in 
Elora.
Paid quarterly, the amount represents 

five per cent of the profit generated by 
the raceway’s 200 slot machines from 
April to June. Since the raceway relo-
cated from Elmira to Elora – Woolwich 
council refused facility operators permis-
sion to include slot machines – in 2003, 
Centre Wellington has received more 
than $2.3-million in gaming revenue.
The operation has also attracted nearly 

one million visitors to the community.

Driving while tired can be a danger-
ous and costly venture, as three local 
motorists found out this week. A series 
of unrelated collisions involving dozing 
drivers has prompted police to remind 
tired motorists it’s better to pull over 
and rest than continue down the road.
Each of the incidents involved single-

vehicle collisions; the drivers fell asleep 
behind the wheel and left the road, tak-
ing out guardrails, a hydro pole and a 
road sign in the process.  There were no 
injuries reported in any of the crashes; 
damages ranged from case to case.
Charges were laid in relation to each 

of the collisions, though, like damages, 
they varied depending on the circum-
stances. 

HE’S GOT THE MUSIC IN HIM Floradale’s Lynn Russwurm, 74, has been an active member of the Canadian country music scene for more than 50 years, with no 
plans of stopping now.

Employees of Stoltz Sales and Service in 
Elmira arrived at work Wednesday morn-
ing (July 20) to find a valuable piece of 
equipment missing from the property. 
Sometime overnight a McCormick rid-
ing lawnmower, valued at $17,000, was 
taken from its parking lot display area at 
the Line 86 retailer.
The red and grey compact tractor fea-

tures a bi-directional seat and is fueled 
by diesel.
According to police, the thieves made 

attempts to burglarize other businesses 
in the area that same night, without suc-
cess.
Anyone with information related to 

the theft is asked to call Waterloo Re-
gional Police at 570-3000 ext. 3399 or 
CrimeStoppers at 1-800-222-8477. ▼ See FLORADALE page 2
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called a dark mood.”
While still performing – 

vocals and guitar – Russ-
wurm now concentrates 
much of his attention on 
preserving Canadian 
country music history. 
He’s on The Barn Dance 
Historical Society execu-
tive board in Wingham, 
where the organization 
runs a museum dedi-

cated to barn dance and 
country music.

“I really got interested 
in the history of country 
music and things like 
that. I started collect-
ing pictures and every-
thing like that. I had a 
collection of 3,500 coun-
try music albums in my 
house,” he said, noting 
that’s been decreased by 
about half over the years. 

He chose to start selling 
them because his chil-
dren have shown little in-
terest in inheriting them. 
“There’s a lot of people 
still into records, these 
old things. A lot of kids 
don’t even know what a 
record is.”

He’s also supplied sev-
eral photos for inclusion 
in country music compila-
tion albums and material.

Continued from page 3

Floradale music man

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A quick visit to her 
mother resulted 
in a building-wide 

evacuation and $10,000 
in fire, smoke and water 

Pot of oil left burning causes $10,000 damage
Smoke detector at Elmira home wasn’t working; fire extinguished quickly

damage for an Elmira 
woman. While she was 
gone early Monday af-
ternoon, a pan of oil left 
on the stove ignited and 
set fire to the kitchen in 
a unit at 6799 Line 86, at 
Elmira’s eastern edge.

The oil was set boiling 
in preparation of some 
lunchtime french fries.

“Then I went to my 
mom’s place and forgot 
about it. … I just went to 
talk to her for a little bit,” 
resident Helena Braun 

told the Observer, noting 
her mother lives in one 
of the other units in the 
building. “My brothers 
were watching a movie 
in our computer room [in 
the basement] and all of 
a sudden they came and 
said there was smoke. 
Then I remembered what 
I did.”

All of the building’s 
residents – it houses 15 
people in three units, 
about eight of which were 
home at the time – evacu-
ated quickly after the fire 
was discovered in the 
rear unit. The flames had 
been all but extinguished 
by the time Elmira fire-
fighters and police pulled 
up on scene.

“Mom tried to get in to 
stop it but there was too 
much smoke, so I just 
called 9-1-1. Later we 

opened a window and just 
had a water hose and got 
rid of the fire,” Braun ex-
plained.

“The walls, up both 
sides of the stove and 
the ceiling area was all 
burnt. You couldn’t see 
for the smoke, but the 
flame had already been 
suppressed,” Elmira dis-
trict chief Kieran Kelly 
said of what firefighters 
found upon their arrival.

Damage, which was con-
fined to the kitchen area, 
is estimated at $10,000.

Upon investigation, 
firefighters learned two 
of three smoke detectors 
weren’t working – their 
batteries had been dis-
connected – delaying the 
fire’s discovery.

“Had it, the [smoke 
detector] right in the 
kitchen area, had its bat-
tery contacted the way it 
should have been there 
would have been way 
less damage,” Kelly said, 
stressing his concern 
about fires starting by 
unattended oil on stoves.

“There are too many of 
those. People are not un-
derstanding the dangers 
of cooking with oil; they 
just don’t appreciate it 
and how fast it can hap-
pen.”

QUICK TRIP An Elmira firefighter 
runs a hose to the scene, but the 
fire was already out.
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likely to be killed or in-
jured if you’re not wear-
ing a seatbelt [and] we 
do know people in ru-
ral areas are less likely 
to buckle up,” she said. 
“The decision not to wear 
a seatbelt does put a car’s 
occupants at greater 
risk.”

Beside failing to wear 
seatbelts, inattention is 
the most common cause 
of collisions across the 
region: 17 per cent of all 
incidents in 2004 were 
traced to distractions be-
hind the wheel. 

“That’s significant. It’s 
not paying attention to 
what they’re doing, like 
talking on a cell phone, 
answering a pager, fid-
dling with the radio di-
als. Those are pure acts 
of human stupidity,” said 
Diefenbaker. “We might 
be able to multitask at a 
desktop, but to multitask 
behind the wheel of a car, 
no.” 

More crashes tend to 
pop up in the winter 
months, he said, but June 
and July are the worst 
months for serious colli-
sions as increased alco-
hol use, overconfidence 
and speed form a deadly 
mix. 

Despite a concern over 
safety for rural drivers, 
collisions are on the de-
cline all across the re-
gion.   

“We’re seeing a down-
ward trend right now in 
property damage, per-
sonal injuries and fa-
talities, so that’s a bit of 
a good new story,” said 
Diefenbaker, adding that 
there have been 3,464 col-

lisions – including seven 
fatalities and 935 injuries 
– region-wide so far this 
year. That’s down from 
3,712 collisions, 974 inju-
ries and nine deaths by 
July of 2004. 

While pleased that inci-
dents are down, Diefen-
baker thinks it has more 
to do with factors beside 
increasingly cautious 
drivers. 

“There’s a lot more 
safety devices built into 
the cars. Cars are get-
ting smarter and safer, 
but I don’t think the skill 
level of the driver has 
improved. It’s in other 

areas where improve-
ments and adjustments 
are being made,” he said. 
“We do a lot more public 
education; we’re making 
greater effort in traffic 
enforcement. If you com-
bine that with improve-
ments in the emergency 
services area, those im-
provements really equate 
to an improved surviv-
abilility.”

In 2003, ambulance re-
sponse time for Woolwich 
stood at 18 minutes for 
Woolwich and just under 
28 for Wellesley – down 
slightly from previous 
years. 

Not only have response 
times been reduced, but 
82 per cent of on-duty am-
bulance attendants have 
advanced paramedic 
training.

“They can do 15 delegated 
acts over and above that 
of the primary care para-
medics,” said Roger Mayo, 
spokesperson for regional 
ambulance services. He 
added that, thanks to in-
creased training, they 
are better able to get pa-
tients to hospital during 
the ‘golden hour,’ – during 
which their chance of sur-
vival is highest – by identi-
fying trauma patients and 
responding appropriately. 

But there is plenty of 
work still left to do; Wa-
terloo Region had some 
308,000 registered vehi-
cles on the road in 2003, a 
number that continues to 
grow. Keeping incoming 
motorists safe and sound 
is the next step. 

“Ontario had the best 
road safety record in 2003. 
They’ve really done a tre-
mendous job. But we’ve 
got a long way to go,” 

said Ethel Ar-
chard, spok-
ersperson for 
the Canadian 
Safety Coun-
cil. 

Safety mea-
sures and en-
forcement are 
great deter-
rants, but it’s 
time to get to 
the heart of 
the matter: 
tackling dan-
gerous driv-
ing, speeding 
and driving 
at night – es-
pecially on 
rural roads, 
she said.

“You have to be so care-
ful and really watch at 
night. On rural roads, 
sometimes people are go-
ing fast, they aren’t look-
ing – the visibility is less 
and they might be tired 
if they are driving a long 
distance.”

In the region, the Drive 
to Stay Alive program are 
working with police, mu-
nicipalities and motorist 
to prevent further deaths. 

With aggressive driving, 
seatbelts and senior driv-
ers as their main targets, 
the Drive to Stay Alive 
program hopes to reach 
people through television 
and radio ads. 

“It was started between 
the region, police and 
seven area municipali-
ties in 2000. We had a 30-
per-cent increase in col-
lisions. We sat down with 
the police and couldn’t 
find any reason for it, so 
we thought, ‘how about 
a public education cam-
paign,” said chair Dave 
Banks. Halfway through 

On the road to safety
a three-year 
m a n d a t e , 
Banks said 
c o l l i s i o n s 
have declined 
nine per cent 
since their in-
ception – but 
he said he 
doesn’t know 
if that was 
directly be-
cause of DSA 
or not. 

For the 
health unit’s 
Cooper, im-
proving safe-
ty isn’t just 
a physical 
thing, it’s also 

a mental contest. 
“We’re trying to get 

people away from using 
the word ‘accident’ or an 
act of fate. Collisions are 
about 95 per cent pre-
ventable. We want peo-
ple to change their way 
of thinking about road 
safety. 

“Instead of saying ‘oh 
it was an accident,’ well 
no, it was a crash linked 
to high speed, alcohol et 
cetera. People seem to 
have the attitude that 
these things happen. 
Well, they don’t need to 
happen. There really 
isn’t a bad road, but it’s 
people making mistakes 
on that road that create 
the problem.”

She hopes to do this 
through a variety of 
education and advertis-
ing initiative aimed at 
speeders, drunk drivers 
and young motorists. 

“We do feel that by be-
ing a little bit more de-
scriptive it helps us to 
get to the root cause of 
these things.”

Collision Facts
Collected from Region of Waterloo 

Collision Reports 2000-04

• Afternoons are the worst time to 
drive; between 4 and 5 p.m., col-
lision figures skyrocket across Wa-
terloo Region.

• A large proportion of collisions 
occur on Friday.

• You’re more likely (38 per cent) to 
get in a rear-end collision than any 
other type of crash. 

• Most collisions (2,337 in 2004) 
were caused by people age 35 to 
44.  

• Collisions are more likely to occur 
on clear days (70 per cent) during 
the day (73 per cent) with dry pave-
ment (57 per cent). 

• Some 59 per cent of collisions oc-
cur at intersections.

• Most Dangerous Intersection in 
Waterloo Region: Victoria St. and 
Fischer-Hallman Rd (10 injuries in 
2004). 

• Most Dangerous Intersection in 
Woolwich and Wellesley: Corner of 
Victoria Street and Ebycrest/Wool-
wich Street. 

• 75 per cent of all head-on colli-
sions resulted in death (3) or injury 
(35); only 12 persons involved es-
caped unharmed. 

• Some 168 collisions – or three-
per-cent- involved alcohol in 2004. 

Not just an impression, Woolwich has had more than its share of motor vehicle fatalities, injuries

age collision rate at 19.1 
per 1,000 persons.

By comparison the 
provincial injury rate – 
which includes fatalities 
– was 20 per cent in 2004.

Woolwich’s higher num-
bers are the product of 
the rural environment: 
serious collisions are 
more common in the 
countryside, said Staff 
Sgt. Scott Diefenbaker 
of the Waterloo Regional 
Police traffic division.

Wellesley Township, for 
instance, also has above-
average figures:  464 col-
lisions, five fatalities and 
111 injuries – a rate of 25 
per cent and a per capita 
figure of 9.84 per 1,000 
persons.

“Based on our fatality 
data, there tend to be more 
fatal crashes in the rural 
areas in a two-lane [high-
way], 80-kilometre zone,” 
he said, explaining that 
speed, inattention and 
an increased chance of a 
head-on collision account 
for a boost in severity. 

“I think people have a 
misconception that rural 
roads are safer because 
there aren’t very many 
people on them so they 
don’t always adjust their 
speed to the road condi-
tions,” said Colleen Coo-
per of the Region of Water-
loo Health Unit’s Trauma 
Reduction Injury Preven-
tion and Safety program 
(TRIPS). She said that 
failure to wear seatbelts 
is also a concern. 

“You’re 20 times more 

Continued from cover

CONSTANT REMINDER Elmira’s Fountain of Memories was built 
after a string of incidents claimed the lives of young people.

Collisions per capita
Woolwich 19.1

Wellesley 9.84

Wilmot 9.62

North Dumfries 18.62

Kitchener 14

Waterloo 11.94

Cambridge 14.98

Average chance of injury
Woolwich 26%

Wellesley 24%

Wilmot 23%

North Dumfries 23%

Kitchener 22%

Waterloo  23%

Cambridge 25%
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Consumers in Ontario have been clearly harmed by 
outrageous price increases for auto insurance ...

Consumers Association of Canada president Bruce Cran 
after a new study showing the average Ontario driver 
pays $2,383 a year for insurance versus $1,324 in B.C.

» A change for the better
After a very rough patch, good 
news came in a cluster for farmers 
this week: a solid downpour, long 
overdue, put some green back on 
the landscape, and the U.S. border 
opened to Canadian cattle for the 
first time in more than two years.

» What were they drinking?
Although told privatization was not 
on the menu, a committee looking 
into liquor laws recommended the 
sale of the LCBO. The McGuinty gov-
ernment wisely quashed the notion, 
which would inevitably lead to fall-
ing revenues and higher prices.

» Playing on public fears
Two weeks later, the nightmare re-
turned to London’s transit system, 
as “copycat” bombers struck similar 
targets. Fortunately, no deaths were 
reported, but the attacks are a chill-
ing reminder of the public’s vulner-
ability.

Decency trumps heat: keep it covered
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Let’s all be more 
careful out there

One thing about 
this weather we’re 
havin’: it sure 

shows plenty of folks ain’t 
got no shame. I don’t care 
how hot it is, there ain’t 
no call to go paradin’ 
around in not much more 
than your skivvies. And 
that goes double if there’s 
way too much of you to be 
puttin’ on display.

I don’t see how it’s a 
problem for folks to act 
like ladies and gentlemen 
– what you wear around 
the backyard or out 
campin’ just ain’t appro-
priate for headin’ out in 
public. Sure it’s hot, but 
you won’t catch me out at 
the grocery store wearin’ 
naught but a bathin’ suit 
and some shower shoes. 
Nobody needs to see that 
kind of thing wanderin’ 
around downtown.

And since we’re gettin’ 
to be a bunch of fatties 
– we got another report 
out last week showin’ 
how we’re growin’ and 
growin’ outwards – we 
ought to be hidin’ it, not 
rollin’ it out where unsus-
pectin’, innocent folks is 
gonna see it. If you need 
two towels or more to 
wrap around after takin’ 
a dip in the pool, don’t 
even think about dressin’ 
like them Britney girls 

we’re always seein’ on TV. 
And you ain’t no Olympic 
swimmer, so drop the 
Speedo.

Wearin’ somethin’ taste-
ful will keep you just as 
cool as some of the ungod-
ly things I seen on people. 
There ought to be a law 
about that kind of public 
pollution, if you take my 
meaning.

LESSONS TO BE LEARNED 
FOR TAKIN’ TOUGH STAND
I seen how that old sol-

ider General William 
Westmoreland died this 
week at the ripe age of 91. 
With him havin’ been in 
charge over in Vietnam, 
it got me to thinkin’ 
about how all the whin-
ers complainin’ about 
Iraq sound just like them 
pantywaists back in 
them days.

If George W. Bush 
learned anything it’s not 
to let a bunch of no-good, 
bleedin’ heart hippies go 
settin’ your policies. In-
stead of lettin’ the likes 
of Westmoreland get the 
job done over there, the 
weak-kneeded political 
types gave in to the cry-

babies. We don’t want 
to see that kind of thing 
happenin’ over in them 
other backwards parts 
of the world: you gotta 
finish off the terrorists 
just like we had to do 
with the commies. They 
didn’t let the soldiers do 
what’s right in Vietnam, 
nor in Korea for that 
matter, and you still got 
commies all the way up 
into China. 

Them reds was bad 
enough, but the terrorist 
scum is worse in some 
ways – at least the com-
mies would stand up and 
fight like a man, none of 
this cowardly bombin’ 
innocent folk horsefeath-
ers we see goin’ on now.

LOCAL FUEL IS THE BEST 
PAYBACK FOR TERRORISTS
I’m hopin’ that rain 

we got on the weekend 
will help out the farm-
ers some: the corn sure 
wasn’t lookin’ too good 
for a while. I’m all for put-
tin’ our farmers first, so 
you don’t want to see ‘em 
strugglin’ so much. And 
the corn is all the more 
important on account of 

how I was readin’ here 
about makin’ more etha-
nol for puttin’ into cars.

I got no problem usin’ 
that blended stuff. In fact, 
I’d use more of it consid-
erin’ how we’re gettin’ 
hosed on the price of gas, 
and how we’d be sendin’ 
a big go-pound-sand mes-
sage to parts of the world 
if we could do away with 
their oil. If we could take 
the stuff from out in Al-
berta – where Ralph Klein 
knows a thing or two 
about what’s important 
– and put some Ontario 
corn into the mix, we’d 
be takin’ them folks right 
out of the picture. Multi-
ply that by the same steps 
in other decent parts of 
the globe, and we could 
just leave ‘em to rot. The 
Yanks could spend more 
time huntin’ down the 
terrorists and less about 
protectin’ their interests 
in uncivilized places.

Just like you want to 
drive a proper North 
American car and not 
one of them imports, 
you’d sure want to fill up 
the tank with somethin’ 
made at home. You won’t 
find me drivin’ around in 
no car from overseas. And 
Canadian gasoline is just 
ducky when it comes to 
runnin’ the Crown Vic.

The proof just 
keeps rolling in

Only the most naïve and the apologists for the 
industry could feign surprise at a new report 
showing Ontarians are getting fleeced by auto 

insurance rates.
The reports gives lie to the insurers’ claims rates are 

going down, prices are fair, coverage is good value … 
yada yada yada. Instead of that rosy picture, we see 
rates that are in many cases double what the public 
system charges drivers in British Columbia.

The industry, and the provincial government that 
campaigned on rollbacks, have been touting a 10-per-
cent rate decrease. But that’s a drop in the bucket, no-
where near the 62 per cent increase in profits insurers 
saw in 2004 … or the 673 per cent seen the year before. 
And in highlighting the small cut, the government 
says little about how it reduced benefits – essentially 
giving you less for more money – in order that insurers 
could cut costs. The combination of reduced expenses 
and rising profits should have produced dramatically 
lower rates. Clearly it did not.

As the Consumers’ Association of Canada has pointed 
out, public auto insurance systems in other provinces 
provide far more stability at rates far below what driv-
ers pay to private insurers.

The idyllic rural life doesn’t apply to the 
roadways – statistically, you’re more likely 
to be injured in an automobile accident on 
roads in the townships. Part of the problem 

stems from a false sense of security: we’re driving 
on lightly travelled roads, so we tend to let our feet 
get heavier, and our minds wander. The result, as 
noted in the figures presented in this week’s Ob-
server, is that we suffer more injuries and fatalities 
when collisions occur – there are no fender-benders 
at 80 km/h.

Distractions appear more plentiful on rural roads: 
on busy urban streets, we have to focus our attention 
on driving because there is so much going on around 
us; out in the countryside, police surmise, we’re less 
attentive – moving at greater speeds, we have less 
time to react when something happens, and we’re less 
likely to be aware of a possible problem until it’s too 
late.

The numbers do explain the commonly expressed 
feeling that Woolwich has seen an extraordinary 
amount of tragedy – we have, in fact, had a more-than-
average number of incidents. It’s not just perception, 
it’s fact.

That said, much of the heartache is avoidable: as of-
ficials point out, the term “accident” is a misnomer. If 
a collision is deemed preventable – the result of speed-
ing, inattention, driving inappropriately for road con-
ditions, drinking or drugs, and the like – there’s noth-
ing accidental about the results.

The good news is those numbers and the terrible hu-
man cost they represent – behind every statistic there 
are real people dealing with real consequences – can 
be reduced by individuals making better choices when 
they get behind the wheel. The summer travel season 
in full swing – give or take the outrageous price of 
gasoline – and despite clear skies and ideal road con-
ditions, avoidable collisions do occur at this time of 
year. 

With that in mind, now is a good time to tweak our 
awareness out there on the roads.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What are you doing to
beat the summer heat?” Scott

Detweiler

“A b s o l u t e l y 
nothing. I work 
outside all day 
and I can’t get 
away from it.”

Natasha
Gafoor

“Going swim-
ming and trying 
to keep cool.”

Sam
Briant

“Just staying 
indoors where 
it’s air condi-
tioned.”

Allan
Horst

“Putting up 
with it. I’m suf-
fering through 
it.”
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Look to the U.S. when Canadian leadership goes south

“I’M SO GLAD THE BORDER’S FINALLY OPEN AGAIN AND ALL THE FUSS OVER TRAVEL
IS FINALLY DONE. ... DO YOU THINK WE’LL GET TO VISIT DISNEYWORLD?”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We’re growing immune 
to world’s horrors, and 
do little to solve them

▼ See FOCUS page 8

There is a tremulous 
problem in the land. 
Canadian voters, 

poor souls, had better be 
prepared for it.

Mr. Dithers, as we all 
know, has been a failure 
as prime minister. Kept 
in office only because of 
billionaire Belinda Stro-
nach (who couldn’t be 
bought), the now-dead 
Chuck Cadman and the 
generosity of Jack Lay-
ton.

Across the floor, poor 
Stephen Harper has been 
a dud. Topped off by the 
now-infamous photo-
graph at him preparing 
for the Calgary Stam-
pede, wearing an outfit 
that made him looking 
like a fey Gary Cooper.

Mister Martin, as prom-
ised, will gift  us with 
an election in early 2006 
after Justice Gomery 
delivers his devastating 
report that will wipe out 
the Liberal party in Que-
bec – and disgust the rest 
of Canada.

There will be nothing 
but another minority 

government – and a rea-
sonable demand for new 
leadership in both par-
ties, both incumbents 
having been proved in-
competent.

The bad news is that we 
are about to be invaded by 
two intellectuals. From 
abroad. It’s the most ex-
citing news since the War 
of 1812.

It’s well-documented by 
now that certain forces 
within the Liberal party 
are arranging for the ar-
rival of one Michael Ig-
natieff, the cerebral son 
of one of our finest diplo-
mats. An author, widely 
travelled, an acclaimed 
professor at Harvard, 
the richest university on 
earth.

As he demonstrated in 
his speech to the Liberal 
annual convention in Ot-
tawa last fall, he is the 
new Trudeau (and even 
more handsome) a com-
pletely new broom who 
would sweep into the 
leadership like Pierre 
Himself did in four short 
months in 1968.

Mr. Dithers, such is his 
charm, hasn’t a single 
cabinet minister on 
his shelf who could be 
imagined as a PM. Ken 
Dryden? He’s so ashamed 
of the clownish nature of 
Question Period that he 
doesn’t open his yap.

But now, the exciting 
news. As Harper fades 
into his dullness, certain 
factions in the Tory ranks 
are hinting that one David 
Frum may be their sav-
iour. Who’s David Frum? 
Well as starters, son of the 
late Barbara Frum, the 
CBC icon, and Dr. David 
Frum who started out as a 
dentist and became bored 
with that and turned him-
self into a millionaire de-
veloper.

Even more notewor-
thy, young David was 
the George Dubya Bush 
speechwriter who coined 
the famed “axis of evil” 

for the president’s dia-
tribe that led us all into 
the disaster of Iraq. He 
lives in Washington, is 
prominent in U.S circles 
and writes a ferocious 
right-wing column for our 
very own National Pest.

Just think it. Two cer-
tified intellectuals, both 
living in another country, 
vying for the votes in Red 
Deer and Chilliwack, and 
Dildo, Newfoundland, 
in the chills of February 
voting booths.

I think it’s the most 
wonderful prospect since 
Mackenzie King used 
to talk to his dead dog 
through a séance.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Cory Horner is 
a Kamloops, B.C. boy, a 
24-year-old engineering 
graduate from University 
of Victoria who wanted to 
know how his local MP 
voted on Bill C-236, about 

student loan bankruptcy.
Frustrated by Hansard, 

Horner is apparently a 
stubborn lad. More than 
200 hours of work over 
eight months later, he 
tracked through a web-
site all the MPs voting 
records.

Most amazingly, he 
discovered that Human 
Resources Development 
Minister Claudette Brad-
shaw didn’t speak once in 
the 38th Parliament that 
lasted from Oct. 4, 2004 to 
June 28, 2005. Bradshaw 
makes $213,500 annually 
as a minister of state like 
full ministers (in Mar-
tin’s 39-member cabinet: 
George Bush has a cabi-
net of 12 members) and 
she doesn’t have a Parlia-
mentary secretary.

Horner, our busy boy, 
found the yappiest MP 
was Public Works Minis-
ter Scott Brison, the open-
ly-gay representative 
from Nova Scotia – who 
crossed the floor from 
the Tories after losing 
his leadership bid – and 
who the Martinites use to 

bluster most Tory attacks 
across the Question Peri-
od floor. His count: 65,477 
words. Second: Finance 
Minister Ralph Goodale, 
with 45,731 words.

And who missed the 
most Commons votes? 
No. 11. Mr. Dithers.
AND A LAST THING: 

There is all this specu-
lation, with Adrienne 
Clarkson’s extended term 
running out this fall, of 
the successor. There is 
rumour of Bob Rae (a 
fine choice), of Massey 
College Master John Fra-
ser (the finest gossipist in 
Canada who would love 
the job), of James Bartles-
man, Ontario’s Lieuten-
ant-Governor who would 
be the first First Nations 
figure at Rideau Hall.

The best choice, if truth 
be told, would be Dr. Lynda 
Haverstock, the L-G of Sas-
katchewan who is more 
regal than the Queen her-
self. Mr. Dithers, of course, 
would be afraid of a second 
female appointment. Espe-
cially since Chrétien did 
the first one.

To the Editor,
Life in the 21st century 

is like living beside a 
railway track and having 
your senses dulled un-
til horrors become part 
of the background noise 
– commonplace, almost 
acceptable.

Witness the gambling 
epidemic where hordes of 
welfare recipients and se-
niors line up for a 1-in-14 
million chance of hitting 
it big, victims of media 
ads trumpeting the get-
rich-quick, something-
for-nothing weakness in 
all of us. Governments 
raked in $11.3 billion 
from gambling in 2002, 
with addiction rampant.

To see the pain of par-
ents Keith and Kathy 

Piercey of Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland at the sui-
cide of their 31-year-old 
daughter Susan should 
end our indifference to-
ward the road society is 
taking. Hooked on video 
lottery terminals, she 
took an overdose of pills, 
ending a 12-year strug-
gle.

While it’s easy to be 
suitably horrified by the 
likes of Karla Homolka, 
we hardly notice any-
more the skyrocketing 
body count in Iraq as the 
United States strives to 
impose western democ-
racy on a country with 
different roots, where re-
ligion and not material-
ism is the hub.

It’s easy to look abroad 
and shake our heads at 
the devastation wrought 
by the tsunami, the civil 

WOOLWICH OBSERVER OPINIONS - EXCLUSIVE CONTENT YOU WON’T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE.
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NIMBY rears its head again

Focus is not things, but 
friends and family

Continued from page 7
war in Sudan and the 
spread of HIV in Africa, 
but what we’re blind to is 
that the enemy is within, 
destroying our health, 
our morals and our fami-
lies. Obesity among young 
people is our of control as 
we abdicate our paren-
tal responsibility to the 
television and computer, 
with the average child 
spending at least 24 hours 
a week in the hands of 
these sitters. 

With little time to pre-
pare a decent meal we opt 
for fast food, a formula 
resulting in a spread of 
Type 2 diabetes, hyper-
tension brought on by a 

lack of fitness and vio-
lent tendencies caused by 
playing video games like 
Grand Theft Auto and 
others where the child 
can be pimp to a stable of 
girls plying their trade. 
We fear the pedophiles 
living among us, but 
draw no boundaries on 
where we or ours travel 
on the net.

A reality check is in or-
der to determine whether 
our wants are really what 
we need. And to decided 
whether it might be wiser 
to have fewer things and 
more time for what really 
counts, such as family, 
relationships and serv-
ing others.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

As children, many of 
us learned to sing 
“Don’t throw your 

junk in my backyard, my 
backyard’s full” (usually 
singing it repeatedly un-
til our parents threatened 
to stop the car and make 
us get out if we refused to 
stop). As adults, cries of 
NIMBY (not in my back-
yard) are no less common, 
but the knee-jerk reaction 
is often far more sinister 
and the results more than 
just annoying. 

In my own backyard 
(I don’t mean literally; I 
have an elementary school 
behind my house which, 
while it does offer some 
traffic enforcement chal-
lenges on weekdays, I’m 
completely comfortable 
having as a neighbour), 
there have been two recent 
NIMBY eruptions that il-
lustrate how difficult the 
phenomenon can be.

In one case, the City of 
Kitchener has drawn a red 
line around the downtown 
Kitchener neighbourhood 
of Cedar Hill and passed 
two related bylaws. The 
new rules dictate that no 
more social housing, no 
more social agencies, and 
no more semi-detached 
houses, duplexes or multi-
unit apartment buildings 
can be located there. The 
bylaws came in response 
to complaints from hom-
eowners in the neighbour-
hood and questionable re-
search indicating that the 
neighbourhood’s problems 
stem from the fact that it 
is saturated with services 
and housing for lower-in-
come people. 

Housing advocates and 
agencies working with the 
poor have challenged the 
bylaws at the Ontario Mu-
nicipal Board. Gail Slinger 
of Waterloo Region Com-
munity Legal Services told 
The Record that the bylaws 
smack of “planning for 
people,” which would vio-
late the Ontario Human 
Rights Code and likely 
the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms as well.

“If you take that too far 
you are going to start plan-
ning for certain ethnicities 
and certain demograph-
ics,” charged Slinger.

While Cedar Hill is 
a neighbourhood with 
many challenges (but so 
are many other neigh-
bourhoods), it’s not fair to 
blame those challenges on 
the existing social hous-
ing and service agencies 
located there. Indeed, a 
walk through the neigh-
bourhood will soon make 
one thing apparent: the 
existing social housing 
properties are some of the 
best maintained homes in 
the community; absentee 
landlords are the prob-
lem. 

As Slinger told The Re-
cord, “They [social hous-
ing providers] are good 
landlords. I think there is 

some concern that certain 
problems are being at-
tributed to their presence, 
and we question and are 
concerned as to whether 
that’s an appropriate link 
to be making.”

Of course, The Record had 
its own role to play in fan-
ning resentment against 
social housing in the down-
town core. A story about a 
stabbing last year was run 
with a headline that indi-
cated the address where 
the stabbing had occurred. 
Not once in my years as 
a newspaper reader have 
I seen a headline that in-
dicated the address of a 
monster home or wealthy 
neighbourhood where a vi-
olent crime had occurred, 
but the issue of location 
suddenly became relevant 
when an incident occurred 
in a low-income communi-
ty whose construction had 
been opposed by the neigh-
bourhood association.

A less simplistic exam-
ple of NIMBY concerns 
opposition to the plan to 
build a bridge for pedes-
trians and cyclists across 
the Grand River near the 
Lower Doon subdivision 
(an important link in the 
ambitious Grand River 
Trail). Residents of the 
neighbourhood have com-
plained that the bridge 
would threaten eagle habi-
tat and, worse yet, they 
would have to look at it. 
An environmental assess-
ment discounted the first 
concern but did succeed 
in delaying the project for 
three years.

Lori Shultz, president of 
the Lower Doon Neigh-
bourhood Association, 
admits that “If it was up 
to us we would have no 
bridge at all. We know 
that the bridge is going 
ahead. That is very evi-
dent. Would we like to stop 
it? Sure we would. But is 
that going to happen? Not 
likely.”

Interestingly, no assess-
ment was ever done or 
even requested for the 
recent widening of the 
Highway 401 bridge, just 
several hundred metres 
downstream. Apparently, 
cyclists pose a threat to 
natural habitat, but cars 
and trucks do not (indeed, 
by helping to get people out 
of their cars, the trail link 
should have a net environ-
mental benefit). As well, it 
strikes me that someone 
who was really concerned 
about preserving eagle 
habitat and protecting sce-
nic vistas wouldn’t have 
moved into a house or a 
subdivision that had been 
built in such a location.

I’m not trying to say 
that truly bad municipal 
planning shouldn’t be op-
posed or that neighbours 
shouldn’t ever be consult-
ed in development initia-
tives. But, in the two cases 
I’ve cited, neighbours’ 
fears appear to be irratio-
nal, selfish, and simply ob-
structionist. 

At the same time, oppo-
nents of big-box develop-
ment, highway expansion 
or urban sprawl are mak-
ing an important state-
ment about the principles 
of how we organize our 
society, rather than sim-
ply arguing their property 
values and their view of 
the scenery should take 
precedent over the needs 
of everyone else. As well, 
no one should be expected 
to have to live with a toxic 
waste incinerator, a six-
lane highway or a coal-
burning power plant in 
their backyard. Indeed in 
the case of the latter three 
examples, it doesn’t mat-
ter whether the pollution 
is being spewed into the 
air from your own back-
yard. As we know from 
the seemingly permanent 
blanket of smog in south-
ern Ontario, pollution 
knows no boundaries.
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Region’s home services up $4.5 million Chamber targets WSIB premiums Electricity demand drops, advisory lifted
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FLORALANE 
PRODUCE

FARM FRESH • SAVOUR THE FLAVOUR

FRESH FROM THE GARDEN:
• New Potatoes  • Sweet Peppers  •Beans

• Hot Peppers • Lettuce • Kohlrabi
• Fresh Peas  • Zucchini by the bushel or 20¢ each

FARM FRESH

SWEET CORN

STUART HORST & FAMILY
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira     669-2167
“Conveniently located just minutes north of Elmira.”

HOURS: OPEN 9-7 MON. to SAT.

Canada No. 1 Vine-ripened

TOMATOES $149
Elmira’s own BEEFSTEAK and GRAPE Tomatoes

/lb

FLOWERS: Cut Flowers, Baskets, 
Planters & Hanging Baskets

CAMPFIRE WOOD: By the Box for your convenience.

Open a new MSCU membership 
or refer a new member to MSCU between 
July 1 and September 15 and get a chance 
to win a Rocky Mountain Vapour TM bicycle.

To be eligible, you must qualify as per MSCU membership
guidelines. Please contact a branch for details.

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

A tradition of trust.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In a state of constant chang-
es, the real estate market 
is no stranger to new ideas 
and alternative views. One 

of the latest developing trends 
is that of staging; profession-
als are called in to redesign a 
home’s décor to make it more 
marketable to buyers.

While the concept is nothing 
new in the United States or 
larger urban centres north of 
the border, staging is an idea 
that’s starting to attract atten-
tion in smaller-market com-
munities as well.

“People’s move-in condition 
is very different than what it 
used to be,” explained Tanya 
Seiling of Uniquely Positioned, 
a professional stager affiliated 
with Elmira Real Estate, a 
Royal LePage company. Tradi-
tionally, the standard mantra 
has been “don’t change things 
because the new owners will 
change it anyway,” she noted. 
“That’s not the philosophy any-
more. … It’s expected that you 
don’t have to do a lot of work 
before you move into [a new 
house]. A little while ago that 
wasn’t the case; you bought a 
home to fix it up and make it 
your home.”

“When you’re looking at a 
home, you’re just seeing all this 
work that needs to be done not 
the way it’s going to be. If you 

Turning drab to fab
House sellers enlist professional help to make their homes more marketable

fix it up and you make it fresh 
… it’s a nice feeling to walk into 
the home and you see it’s fresh-
ly painted and you think ‘it’s 
not much work,’” added Elmira 
Real Estate sales rep. Shanna 
Rozema, who recently finished 
a three-day course on staging, 

alongside broker Bonnie Bru-
bacher.

“It’s like selling your car – 
you’re not going to sell it with a 
bunch of garbage and clutter in 
it; you’re going to spruce it up.”

Staging can involve every-
thing from moving the furni-

ture around and adding a few 
plants to installing carpeting 
and replacing cabinetry, de-
pending on what the client’s 
needs are and how much 
they’re willing to spend.

“Like any investment, the 
more time and money you put 

into it, the more you get out,” 
Seiling said, stressing staging 
helps to elevate the natural val-
ue of a house, not exaggerate its 
market value or hide flaws. 

However, clean houses in good 
repair typically sell quicker, 
often achieving closer to the 
desired price than houses that 
need a bit of TLC. In many cas-
es, sellers drop the listed price 
when a property has been on 
the market for long periods of 
time.

“When you’re selling your 
house, your home becomes a 
product,” said Brubacher, who 
uses her knowledge of staging to 
offer advice to clients. When sig-
nificant work is involved, they 
refer clients to full-time stagers 
such as Seiling. “The way you 
live in your home and the way 
we market your home are two 
totally different things.”

It was at a local real estate 
board program that Brubach-
er first learned of the staging 
courses available. 

“Immediately it tweaked my 
interest,” she said of their in-
troduction to staging. “We love 
homes and we love to sell homes 
that look really immaculate be-
cause they’re going to sell quick-
er and everybody is going to be 
happier.

“I feel we have value-added ser-
vice. … I have something else to 
offer my clients that’s different 
and separate, maybe, from an-
other realtor,” she added.

RICHARD VIVIAN

SETTING THE STAGE  Elmira 
Real Estate broker Bonnie 
Brubacher (left) and sales rep 
Shanna Rozema offer staging 
tips to improve a home’s image 
and marketability, somtimes 
referring clients to full-time 
stagers like Tanya Seiling (right). 
Staging helps homes sell faster 
with improved showing potential 
(before on left, after on right).

Expecting the WSIB to increase employer premium rates by three per cent 
every year for the next five years, the Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber 
of Commerce is calling for restraint. It estimates that policy would cost local 
employers $51 million, $1.1 billion across the province.

Elmira-based Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot will receive $31,179 as part of some $4.5 million in provincial 
funding for home care and community services announced this week. The 
new funds were released by the Ministry of Health.

With the break in the weather, the Independent Electricity System Op-
erator (IESO) has lifted the power advisory issued earlier this week re-
questing Ontarians to reduce electricity consumption wherever possible. 
Demand has dropped significantly since the beginning of the week.
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www.woolwichobserver.com

Love discussing 
current events over a 
nice cup of coffee?

So do we.
The Observer wants 
your news tips and 

story leads.

Call or stop by and 
share your news tip 
with us and we’ll give 
you a FREE Observer 

Coffee Mug.

The Observer...
good to the last word.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In Chinese mythology, the 
dragon brings rain and 
storm clouds – to the de-
light of farmers of course. 

With that in mind, it should be 
no surprise that, for eight years 
in a row, the Kiwanis Dragon 
Boat festival has coped with 
wet weather. This time around, 
luck was not in the cards for 
festival organizers as the skies 
opened up over Laurel Creek 
Conservation area near Water-
loo July 16, bringing a prema-
ture end to festivities. Despite 
disappointing weather, almost 
60 teams came out for the event, 

Dragons 
tamed by 
storms

Kiwanis Dragon Boat race came to a quick 
halt, but still raised $20,000 for charities

raising some $20,000 – with 
$1,000 in pledges still to come 
– to be split between Grand 
River Hospital and the com-
munity fund for a new recre-
ation complex in Elmira. 

“The pledges are still com-
ing in. It is more than we ex-
pected, considering the rain 
that we had. It turned out 
just fine, I think. Most of the 
people were happy to be there 
even though it was raining 
like that,” said Bill LaRose, 
chairperson of the Kiwanis 
Dragon Boat Festival. “The 
winner is still charity. [It’s] 
the biggest beneficiary of this 
and that’s why we do this.”

▼ See RAIN page 12

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The bats and gloves 
will be hard at 
work in Elmira 
this weekend, as 

Mite teams converge to 
see who gets to represent 
the Ontario Amateur 
Softball Association’s 
western division at next 
month’s provincial title 
tournament. Six teams, 
including Elmira, will 
battle it out on the dia-
mond to see how they 

Bats swing in Elmira for provincial qualifier
Mites step to the plate this weekend to compete for a chance at the top prize
stack up against the com-
petition.

In the end, the top four 
teams will head to Or-
leans, near Ottawa, Aug. 
13-14 to take on the best of 
the eastern division in an 
‘A’ class tournament. The 
bottom teams from each 
division will compete 
for the ‘B’ class title that 
same weekend in Water-
loo.

In the Mite division, the 
provincial championship 
is the highest honour 
achievable.

“We’re hoping we’re 
going to Orleans,” com-
mented Elmira rep team 
coach Mike Hanley. “I 
think we should do al-
right. We have a few key 
players that are gone on 
holiday for it, but that’s 
alright.”

Starting this morn-
ing (July 23), the Elmira 
squad will be tested by 
teams from Kitchener, 
Waterloo, Stouffville, 
Milverton and Lakefield 
in the double-knockout 
tournament. Semifinals 

and finals are slated for 
tomorrow morning, at 9 
and 11 a.m. respectively. 
Much of the tournament 
will take place at Lions 
Park, though some of to-
day’s games will also see 
action at the industrial 
diamond near the Elmira 
Arena.

This is the first year the 
OASA has held provin-
cial qualifiers in such a 
manner, noted Hanley.

“They used to always do 
it by the size of the town. 
We were always classified 

as a ‘C’ centre because we 
were under 10,000 in pop-
ulation. But then you’d 
play teams from Kitch-
ener, who were classified 
as ‘A’ centres because 
they were over 100,000 [in 
population], and a lot of 
times the smaller towns 
were beating [the larger 
centres],” he explained. 
“The [qualifiers] are just 
kind of evening things 
out a little bit… Popula-
tion size doesn’t always 
reflect the ability of the 
kids.”

Last year, the Elmira 
Mites – which greatly re-
semble this year’s squad, 
though a little older – fin-
ished third at the pro-
vincials. The majority of 
the 2004 team was at the 
lower end of the nine- 
and 10-year-old Mite age 
category. From the ros-
ter, eight returned to play 
in the Mite division this 
season, joined by six new 
members.

“They’ve had that extra 
year of experience,” Han-

▼ See MITES page 11

PHOTOS: KYLE REA

Conestogo resident Ryan Benesh and his Kitchener-Waterloo Braves 
teammates are vying for the Ontario Lacrosse Association’s Jr. A title. In 
their quest, the squad is tied 2-2 with Brampton, at press time, thanks to 
a 9-4 win Wednesday. Game five played out yesterday.

Harness racing fans will converge on Elora’s Grand River Raceway next 
weekend, to celebrate the 15th annual Industry Day. The Aug. 1 event fea-
tures a range of racing-related activities and displays, highlighted by the 
$300,000-purse Battle of Waterloo. Post time is 1 p.m.

Saving up for a trip to the 2005 Junior Men’s Fast Pitch Championships 
Aug. 1-7, the Breslau Badgers men’s fastball team withdrew from a tour-
nament in Orillia last weekend. In order to make the trip to Saskatoon, 
Sask., where the nationals are held, the team must raised $30,000.

WET BUSINESS six local teams 
took to the waters of Laurel 
Creek Conservation Area for the 
Dragon Boat races July 16. The 
“Junk” Boats of Elmira (above) 
came away with a consolation 
prize for the bronze division. The 
Home Hardware Hammers (left) 
got in a second race just before a 
thunderstorm rolled in, canceling 
races for the day. 
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Little girls and other angling obstacles
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH 
YOUTH SOCCER 
ATOM
JULY 14
• Woolwich Observer 3
   Wilkinson’s Eyeballers 1
• Lion’s Club 6
   Elmira Bus Line 2
• PIB 7
   Raphael’s Pizza 2

INTERCITY SOCCER 
LEAGUE
WOMEN’S FIRST 
DIVISION
JULY 17
Woolwich 4 Cambridge 3
Goals: Gracinha Sauder 
(2), Amanda Hall, Malorie 
Good

SOUTH PERTH
MEN’S FASTBALL
JUNIOR
JULY 13
• Linwood 6
   Fullarton 2

JULY 14
• Elmira Juniors 8
   St. Paul’s 3

JULY 17
• Elmira Cubs 2
   Mitchell 5

KITCHENER FASTBALL
JULY 12
• Breslau Midgets 4
   Cambridge Reds 8
• Breslau Badgers 0
   Merchants 5
• Breslau Majors 10
   Thunder 3GOT SCORES? Call 669-5790 x102 to get your game report package today!

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The summer of 2005 
has been a bright 
and busy one for 

Elmira’s Nathan Bau-
man. After earning a 
spot on Team Canada at 
the International Softball 
Congress World Champi-
onships, he’ll soon be off 
for back-to-back national-
level competitions in the 
coming weeks.

From July 31 to Aug. 7, 
he’ll join up with the Os-
hawa Double ‘B’s for the 
2005 Midget Boys’ fast 
pitch Canadian champion-
ships in Miramichi, New 
Brunswick. With little 
time to rest, Bauman will 
hit the prairies, represent-

Bauman keeps running the bases
Elmira ball player on a hectic pace, now to compete in back-to-back national competitions

ing Team Ontario at the 
Canada Summer Games 
in Regina, Saskatchewan 
Aug. 6-20. 

The 19-year-old Elmira 
man earned a spot on the 
Oshawa Midget squad, af-
ter the Ontario Amateur 
Softball Association elim-
ination tournament in 
Napanee July 9-11. Play-
ing for Linwood’s Midget 
squad, Bauman and com-
pany posted a 4-2 record, 
good enough for fifth place 
out of 24 teams. While Lin-
wood won’t be going, Bau-
man will, after first-place 
Oshawa saw his perfor-
mance and snatched him 
up right away. 

“Oshawa saw me and 
picked me up there for 
that [tournament]. Three 

teams from Ontario go 
and then they each get 
three picks. Oshawa fin-
ished first so they picked 
me up first overall,” he 
said. “It’s awesome. It’s 
just a few days and then 
off again. It’s busy.”

Bauman was part of the 
Elmira Midgets fastball 
squad that earned consec-
utive national champion-
ships in 2003 and 2004. 

With a brief hiatus back 
home after the nation-
als, Bauman will then be 
off to Regina for a week 
of heated baseball action 
– he expects to play seven 
or eight games. 

“It should be really neat, I 
think. It’s not just softball 
being represented there; 
it’s a whole bunch of dif-

ferent sports … from dif-
ferent provinces. It’s kind 
of like the Olympics, so it 
should be really neat.”

Bauman found out in 
May that he’d made the 
team; for about a year, 
he’s been participating 
in training camps since 
he was invited to try out. 
The biggest advantage 
of his trip out west, he 
explained, will be play-

ing for and against guys 
he met while playing for 
Team Canada at the 2005 
ISC World Championships 
in Summerside June 24 to 
July 3. 

“I hope to have just a 
great experience and I get 
to see all the guys I played 
with on team Canada, they 
will all be there playing for 
their provinces, so that’ll 
be neat to see those guys 

there as well. I’ll be play-
ing against them now.”

To prepare for nation-
als, Team Ontario took 
on Senior men’s and inter-
mediate division teams at 
a tournament in Cobourg 
July 15-17. 

Bauman explained they 
lost their first game, but 
won their next four to 
earn first-place in the ‘B’ 
division. 

ley said, suggesting that 
will help the team’s per-
formance. 

“We have a very good 
pitcher for this age 
group,” he said of Mat-
thew Schieck. “He’s prob-
ably one of the better ones 
in Ontario that I’ve seen 
so far. We’ve seen most of 
the teams and there’s not 
too many better than him. 
We’ll have to rely on him 
for this tournament.”

Because of vacations, 
the team is short a pitcher 
and two catchers for this 
weekend’s tournament.

“We’ve been doing real-
ly well,” the coach said of 
his team’s 11-4 record in 
the North Waterloo Ru-
ral Softball League. “It’s 
a good record so far.”

Of the teams involved 
this weekend, Elmira 
doesn’t know what to ex-
pect from three. However, 
they face Kitchener and 
Waterloo often during 
regular season action.

“Kitchener is our tough-
est opponent. We’ve 
beaten them once and 

Mites looking for mighty effort
lost three times. They’re 
always close games,” he 
said, noting Elmira has 

a 4-0 record against Wa-
terloo. “But anything can 
happen.”

Continued from page 10

HAVING A BALL

As someone who 
fishes in cottage 
country, I’ve met 

my fair share of cottag-
ers who’d rather not have 
me pull up a boat and fish 
along their little stretch 
of shoreline. Some will 
bluntly tell me to fish else-
where. Others will casu-
ally drop the name of a fic-
titious spot where “huge 
fish” are routinely caught. 
The smart ones, however, 
will send a little girl to 
fish off their dock. 

The minute they do that 
you might as well pack up 
and leave the lake. There’s 
simply no way to win.

Some inexperienced an-
glers think that it will 
be all right if only they 
catch more fish than the 
little cherub. After all, 

how hard could it be? 
She’s got a Little Mermaid 
fishing rod and a worm. 
You’ve got a fish finder, 
electric motor, six tackle 
boxes, and fishing rods 
specifically designed for 
jigging, flipping, trolling, 
and throwing crankbaits. 
She’s can cast 10 feet from 
the dock, knows nothing 
about the habits of her 
prey, and is playing with 
Barbies. You are a highly 
mobile fish-catching unit 
with finely honed skills, 
experience, and an ency-
clopaedic knowledge of 
the aquatic environment 
and its inhabitants. And 
you stopped playing with 
Barbies years ago.

All this, however, does 
not negate the fact that 
God has a sense of hu-

mour. 
This is how it will hap-

pen. First, her grandmoth-
er will wave pleasantly at 
you and ask, “Did you get 
any?”

You’ll smile and mod-
estly reply, “Oh, just a few 
little ones.”

Suddenly, the little girl’s 
bobber will go down so 
hard that it will shoot 
water up nine feet. It will 
then move around the 
dock like it was being 
towed by a great white 
shark. That’s when the 
little girl will stumble 
back, squeal with delight, 

and hold on for dear life. 
Having done that, she’ll 
announce, “Grandma, I 
think I got a fish!” 

At that point, a grotesque-
ly huge fish will leap from 
the water. Suddenly, there 
will be an embarrass-
ing case of incontinence, 
which wouldn’t be so bad 
if you were wearing dark 
pants.

I can’t describe any more 
than that because, at this 
point, I usually reel in, 
pull up anchor, and take 
off. But I did once hear of a 
good fisherman who actu-
ally stuck around for the 

photo session.  Immedi-
ately, thereafter, they say 
he gave up the sport and 
joined a monastery.

If it’s a small lake and 
you’re a recognizable type, 
you might as well swear 
off fishing there forever. 
On larger lakes you can 
still get away with fish-
ing isolated back bays but 
only if you slip in and out 
in the dark. Otherwise, 
you will surely meet the 
grandmother and wonder 
child. Then they’ll viv-
idly recall the details of 
that day and immediately 
start dispensing impor-
tant fishing advice such 
as, “You’ve got to tug back 
real hard mister.”

From there on in, you’ll 
meet these people at every 
garage sale, county fair, 

church service, and so-
cial event of the summer. 
Even if you took to hiding 
in a cave in Afghanistan, 
you’d run into them.  And 
each time, they will tell 
the story of the huge fish. 
Most times, they’ll bring 
out photographic evi-
dence too. Then invari-
ably, grandma will point 
out that you got a few 
little ones too. By the way 
she says it, she might as 
well pat you on the head 
and give you a shiny gold 
star.

Which is why, the min-
ute I see a little girl on the 
dock, I put away my ex-
pensive fishing gear. You 
know, once you get the 
hang of your Little Mer-
maid rod and Barbies, it’s 
really not so bad …

OUTTA THE WAY Ameka Agada of the Under-12 Boys Select 
Soccer squad uses fancy footwork to sweep past a player from the 
Fergus-Elora District Soccer club during a game July 20. KYLE REA
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local bats were blaz-
ing in Orillia last 
weekend, as the 

Elmira Juniors drove in 
30 runs to win four con-
secutive diamond dust-
ups, part of the Casino 
Rama World Series of 
Fastball July 16-18. 

The local lads mercied 
competitors in three out 
of their four weekend 
match-ups to walk away 
with the first-ever Junior 
division trophy. 

“It was a lot of fun win-
ning it, that’s for sure, 
considering the year 
that we’ve had. This is 
our last tournament, so 

Sultans of swing sweep in Orillia
Elmira bats light up Orillia, sweep their way to tournament victory

it’s kind of nice to come 
away victorious in one of 
them,” said Elmira man-
ager Ryan Ruppert. “The 
bats came alive that tour-
nament, for sure.”

Four teams from across 
Ontario – Port Perry, 
Stouffville, Elmira and 
Toanche – gathered in 
Orillia, where other 
Men’s division teams had 
gathered for the much-
larger Senior Men’s divi-
sion tournament. 

Plenty of action was 
found on the Junior 
circuit however; start-
ing Saturday morning, 
Elmira beat Port Perry 
8-2, with the mercy rule 
invoked in six innings. 
Their streak continued 

Delayed three times by 
bouts of torrential rain 
and thunderstorms, the 
festival was cancelled 
around 3 p.m. after orga-
nizers decided the clouds 
refused to break. 

“It started off just fine. 
We had our traditional 
rains at the start of the 
festival – that seems to 
be something we have ev-
ery year. We thought we 
could get some races in. 
We got our first seeded 
set of races, but we just 
got two or three races in. 
We got even more delay 
and we had to call it,” 
said LaRose. “This was 
the worst [rain]. We had 
one year where we got 
the first and second set of 
races, but had to cancel 
the third set. This year 
we were hoping to get 
our second set in there. 
But it didn’t quite work 
out.

“If it’s just a rain delay, 
we will just have peo-

Rain doesn’t dampen participants’ spirit

ple continue to race in 
the rain. But wherever 
there’s lightning, you’ve 
got to get off the water.”

Results from the first 
full round of races, plus 
three second-round 
competitions were used 
to calculate the overall 
winners. 

One of the big winners 
at Saturday’s event was 
Hawkesville’s own Drag-
on Slayoars, who wound 
up with first-place in the 

Silver division after only 
one race. Their time of 
2:21 was compared with 
other race results in 
their bracket to deter-
mine the winner. 

“That was great. Our 
first race didn’t turn out 
the way we were antici-
pating. We had one race 
and that wasn’t the race 
to remember – we never 
got a chance to prove 
that we could do better,” 
said captain John Nigh-

into their match against 
Toanche, which failed to 
score a single run, but 
saw eight Elmira play-
ers cross the plate before 
the fifth frame – good 
enough for another mer-
cy finish. 

Later in the day, the 
Juniors faced off against 
Stouffville, their tough-
est competitors of the 
tournament. 

“We were actually down 
5-1 in that game and 
came back to win. It was 
5-1 going into the sixth 
and we scored three runs 
to make it 5-4 and in the 
bottom of the seventh, 
we tied it up and ended 
up winning it,” said Rup-
pert, who explained that 

Adam Snyder sent a line-
drive up the centre to 
make it 6-5 for Elmira. 

With 22 runs in three 
games, Elmira earned a 
berth in Sunday’s final, 
and a bit of a break while 
they awaited the victor of 
the Stouffville-Toanche 
match. 

While Stouffville may 
have walked into the fi-
nals hoping for revenge 
over Elmira, that was 
not to be the case: Elmi-
ra dominated the game, 
mercying them 8-0 in five 
innings. 

“We had quite a game. 
Ben Wideman [drove in] 
two two-run homers,” 
Ruppert explained, add-
ing that Wideman earned 

a coat as MVP for the 
tournament finale. 

The mini-tournament 
in Orillia is the last of 
the season for Elmira 
– excluding the year-end 
finals of course. Ruppert 
said he was glad to end 
the season on a winning 
note, since Elmira has 
encountered mixed suc-
cess this year. The local 
lads took home second 
at the Wroxeter Men’s 
Fast Pitch tournament 
July 8-10, but fell short 
of another trip to the na-
tionals after losing back-
to-back games at the 
Ontario Amateur Soft-
ball Association Junior 
Men’s Elimination tour-
nament in Breslau July 

1-3. Part of the reason 
for the Juniors’ failure 
to return to the nation-
als was an 8-1 defeat at 
the hands of the Breslau 
Badgers. The Badgers 
were to participate in 
last weekend’s tourna-
ment, but withdrew at 
the last minute and were 
replaced by Toanche. 

With an 8-4 record, 
Elmira has a firm lock 
on first-place in the 
Thomson division of 
the South Perth Men’s 
league. Ruppert said 
they are about half-way 
through their season. 
Their next home game 
is against Harriston to-
morrow (July 24). Game 
time is 8:30 p.m. 

swander.  “We could 
have done better, but ev-
erybody had a lot of fun 
and it was kind of funny 
that we went home with 
a trophy anyway.”

Their first – and only 
– race was against fellow 
teams from the Elmi-
ra area, including the 
“Junk” Boat, Win, Lose 
OAR Draw, the Mighty 
Mennos and the Home 
Hardware Komoto Drag-
ons.

 “That was great. Those 
are the people that we 
knew and were compet-
ing against and that’s 
what it’s all about. It’s 
fun to have the Toronto 
teams in the race. It 
gives you the chance to 
go up against some really 
good teams, but there’s 
the aspect of competing 
against your friends.”

Nighswander added 
they raised about $640 
with the majority going 
toward the Elmira rec. 
centre fund. 

Continued from page 10

FANCY FOOTWORK

RICHARD VIVIAN

KYLE REA

KEEP IT MOVING  Woolwich U14 boys soccer player Tyler Lillico 
works to prevent a Mitchell player from taking the ball during a 
Tuesday evening (July 19) match at Lion’s Park in Elmira. The local 
squad fought their way to a 4-3 victory with goals by Brandon 
Death (2), Chris Martin and Lillico.

REASON TO CHEER  The Knotty Strokers from the Elmira and District 
Association for Community Living take first place in their second tiered 
race. However, due to poor weather later in the day, those race results 
didn’t count. 
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THE ARTS

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

That Hamlet is a funny 
fellow. Well, maybe not 
as Shakespeare wrote 
him, but in the hands 

of Winterbourne’s Phil Psutka 
the venerable Dane is cause 
for laughter. In The Play’s The 
Thing, a group of high school 
students have at the classic tale 
– therein lies the real tragedy.

The Elmira District Second-
ary School student, already a 
veteran of many productions, 
wrote the one-act play. He’ll 
also direct as the Kitchener-
Waterloo Little Theatre pres-
ents its July One-Acts later this 
month in St. Jacobs.

The Play’s The Thing adheres 
to the theory that everything 
that can go wrong will go 
wrong as high school actors 
attempt to stage their version 
of Hamlet. Led by a first-time 
director with a passion for the 
Bard, but little else in the way 
of qualifications, the troupe is 
lackluster at best when it comes 
to enthusiasm for the play. With 
a short time to prepare, the ac-
tors tumble into every pitfall 
that comes their way.

“You have this director who’s 
passionate about Shakespeare 
surrounded by people who 
don’t know what they’re doing 
… and who don’t really care,” 
Psutka explained.

Thus Shakespeare’s epic trag-
edy inadvertently joins his list 
of comedies.

Psutka’s script is one of only 
three accepted for KWLT’s 
presentation. His production 
will join Trip’s Cinch – written 
by Phyllis Nagy and directed 
by Vik Kovac – and Man Talk, 
written and directed by Doug-
las Morton.

“I was sitting in an English class 

Playing with Hamlet
Winterbourne’s Phil Psutka writes, directs one-act play to be performed at Church Theatre

when the idea just popped into 
my head: what would happen if 

you had a bunch of students who 
didn’t care about doing Shake-

speare suddenly forced to put on 
[a play] in two weeks?” he said of 

the story’s origins. 
A high school student, of 

course, has no trouble seeing 
plenty of examples of disinter-
ested classmates going through 
the motions.

The play-within-a-play con-
cept emerged as a popular op-
tion with colleagues in the 
drama department. When look-
ing to fill his cast of 10, Psutka 
naturally turned to this same 
crew – although auditions were 
open, “I obviously only wanted 
people who could pass as high 
school students.”

The Play’s The Thing is a com-
fortable step for Psutka – al-
though he may be more relaxed 
when the show hits the stage at 
the Church Theatre July 28-30. 
Having at age five latched on 
to the idea of becoming an ac-
tor, he’s never wavered on that 
dream – this play is one more 
point on the résumé he’s com-
piling, one that will eventually 
take him to university to study 
drama. In the meantime, he’ll re-
turn for one more year at EDSS.

Following the KWLT event, 
he’ll jump right into a two-
week intensive workshop with 
The Singer’s Theatre, which 
will produce the musical Pa-
rade. Elmira’s Gord Davis 
will direct. Later in the year, 
Psutka will reunite with Da-
vis in the Kitchener Waterloo 
Musical Productions presenta-
tion of Suessical The Musical, 
scheduled to run Nov. 16-19 at 
the Centre in the Square.

The Play’s The Thing, part of 
KWLT’s July One-Acts, runs 
July 28-30 (8 p.m., with a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Saturday) at the 
Church Theatre, 1386 King St. 
N., St. Jacobs. Tickets are $11, 
available from the Centre in 
the Square box office at 578-1570 
or 1-800-265-8977 or through 
KWLT at 886-0660.

Heidelberg musician Sandy MacDonald has just launched  a new regular 
Wednesday night gig at One-Eyed Jacks on Duke Street in Kitchener. The 
versatile singer/guitarist is known for a multitude of styles. You’ll also 
find him this weekend at Cambridge’s Fiddlers Green Irish Pub.

For the early birds, the Elora Festival’s jazz and blues series presents local 
icon Mel Brown and Miss Angel Friday night at 9 p.m. The music continues 
Saturday evening with Janice Hagan, also at 9 p.m. Both shows at the Elora 
General Store grounds, 15 Mill St. Call 846-0331. 

Taking a page from the rooms in Medieval monasteries where books 
were copied or illuminated, the Elora Centre for the Arts this week 
launched “Scriptorium.” The art display features works by Tania Love, 
Marianne Reim and Sylvia Ptak. Call 846-9698. 

KYLE REA

ALAS, POOR YORICK A play within a play isn’t a tired concept for Winterbourne’s Phil Psutka (centre) as his The Play’s The 
Thing tells the tale of high school students performing Hamlet. From left: Cohen Langerak, Adam Sanderson, Ryan Stickney, Hailey 
Hartwick, Bridget Myers, Kelly McNeely, Graham Beattie and Eric Kempmann.

20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA
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1-888-966-5942
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www.woolwichobserver.com
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See the world...
Bring the essentials.
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www.woolwichobserver.com

It’s garage sale time and the best place to advertise is the Observer!
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Get the Observer Garage Sale Kit to get 
you prepared for your garage sale. 

Inventory lists, tips, posters, coupons and 
FREE use of an A-Frame Street Sign*

GARAGE 
SALE 
SPECIAL

$935• 2 week 20 word ad
• Garage Sale Kit
• Use of A-Frame
• Results +gst

** 1 week ad is $8.00 +gst * $20 refundable deposit on A-Frame

Your junk... is somebody’s treasure.

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

to Sep. 3
Drayton Entertainment 

presents
The World Goes ‘Round

Contact for show times.
Huron Country Playhouse/
Playhouse II - For tickets 
call 519.638.5555 or 

1.888.449.4463

to Aug. 28
Drayton Entertainment 

presents
Boeing-Boeing

Contact for show times.
St. Jacobs Schoolhouse 

Theatre - For tickets 
call 519.638.5555 or 

1.888.449.4463

to Aug. 6
Drayton Entertainment 

presents
Give My Regards To 

Broadway
Contact for show times.

Huron Country Playhouse/
Playhouse II - For tickets 
call 519.638.5555 or 

1.888.449.4463

to Aug. 6
Theatre Cambridge 

presents Shady Business
Contact for show times.
Cambridge Arts Theatre

For tickets call 
519.578.1570 or 
1.888.265.8977

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S Y N C L A V A B O M O L D S
C O O L I N A N E R A R I E L
A U R A C A T E N A T I E
B R A S H E R A U T O U R G E

P I N C E R M O V E M E N T
P E P C H I B R A W L
A R A B L E D O S L E A F E D
P I T A S T E M U L N A
A C E R B O R A N G A T O L L
Y A N G N O O K E R I E
A S T R A L W I N N U D I S T

A L I B I C U E N T H
S I M P L E I N T E R E S T
I N C H D A D O G H O S T E D
L E G S A N S E I U R D U
T R E A D E G G I N G B I E N
S T E N O D E A R T H A O N E

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

Elmira Golf Club Mainte-
nance Department is seek-
ing a full - time seasonal 
individual to perform the du-
ties of night watering. When 
the individual is not water-
ing they will join the other 
staff to carry out daytime 
maintenance on the course. 
Please fax resume to (519) 
669-4653 attn: assistant 
superintendent.

Janitorial Services com-
pany requires help with 
light cleaning on weekends. 
Competitive wages. 669-
8881.

Machine Operator. We 
are a small, team oriented 
shop that is growing rapidly 
using automated machines 
to coat wood. You need 
to have a willingness to 
learn, will train. Competi-
tive wage and progressive 
work environment. Send re-
sume to: Horizon Coatings, 
fax (519)669-8835, email 
cmar t in@hor izoncoat ings.
com

Willow Brae Pallets. Full 
time work available building 
pallets. Piece work avail-
able. Call 664-3688.

HELP WANTED

Work @ Home. $450 - 
1500/month pt, 2000 - 4500 
full time. www.Prospect5.
com

WORK WANTED

LOOKING FOR A HANDY-
MAN to do small jobs around 
the home, yard maintenance 
and/or building mainte-
nance? Reasonable rates. 
Call 669-8802.

TRAINING &   
LESSONS

Summer Strummin with 
Bob Wilhelm. The Campfi re 
song series starting July 26 
@ 7-8 p.m. for fi ve weeks. 
Cost $85.00, Pkg includes 
book. Dust off that Guitar 
and Phone 669-5371.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Childcare available in my 
home. Very close to John 
Mahood School and on the 
bus route to St. Teresa’s. 
Children 2 yrs plus. Full-time 
or Part-time. 669-3428.

You just proved Classifi eds 
work. Place your ad today!

UNDER $50 ITEM

Baby Robeez Leather 
shoes. boys size 0-6 months. 
Very good condition. $15 
each. Call 699-4563.

FOR SALE

50’ x 10’ Trailer. Furnished, 
fl ush toilet, propane stove, 
frost free fridge. Call after 
5pm 743-6798.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefi n carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Fishing Gear. 2 Manuel 
Walker Down Riggers with 
accessories, 2 Daiwa line 
Counter reels and rods. 
$400.00. Call 580-5143.

Maytag Washer (sud saver 
-1993), Maytag dryer (gas 
- 1994). $200 each. Ready 
for pickup July 30. Call 669-
8592.

Red Dot Sale at Dis N Dat 
Treasures. Thurs. Fri., Sat 
10 - 5. 15 Dunke St., Elmira. 
669-5005.

FOR SALE

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
B i rd land Plaza Elmira, 
Tues. to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  
Donations welcomed. 669-
1129.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and 
no till seeding. Call 580-
5131.

Farm Equipment - Com-
bines MF 300 straight cut, 
pickup, inside storage, ex-
cellent $3200.00; IH 82, 
small pull type, scour clean 
$1650.00; JD 95, belt pick-
up or straight cut,  6 cylin-
der, $2200.00. Farm King 
40ft PTO transport auger 
8 inch $1100.00. IH 3ph 
hay mower $450.00, NH 
352 mixmill, works good 
$1850.00. MF 775 swather, 
12 ft, $2500.00. Harriston, 
(519)338-2688.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Chev Impala LS. 
3.8L, only 107,000 km. 
Black. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

20 01 Caravan Spor t . 
Quads, 6 cyl., auto, air 
& more. 54,000 k. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Grand Caravan Sport. 
Quads, Rr air & heat and 
more. 54,000km. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Jeep Gr. Cherokee 
Laredo. 6 cyl., auto, air 
and more. Only 85,000 km. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club. 6 cyl., 
5 sp., air and more.  70,000 
km. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2003 Caravan. Quad seats, 
only 43,000 km. 6 cyl., auto, 
air and more. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2004 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring. Loaded, V-6, only 
38,000 km. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 1 Bedroom, no pets 
or smoking. Aug.1. $495.00.  
669-5431.

Elmira - 2 bedroom. Close 
to downtown. Very quiet 
building. Laundry and park-
ing. $605/month plus. 669-
1024.

Elmira - 3 Bedroom Apart-
ment available Sept 1. Quiet 
triplex. Top fl oor. Call (519) 
669-2566.

PORT ELGIN - - Need a 
vacation but hate camping? 
Only 10 days left available 
for the summer. 3 bedroom 
newer bungalow (house) for 
rent. August 21 to August 31. 
$800. 669-3951 after 5:30 
ask for Lori.

Two Bedroom - Quiet street 
in St. Jacobs. Large balcony 
second floor, utilities and 
laundry facilities included. 
$800 per month. Parking 
and separate entrance. Call 
664-9903.

Wellesley - One Bedroom 
bachelor apartment avail. Aug. 
1. Includes fridges, stove, wa-
ter & heat. $535/mth. Due to 
allergies no smoking or pets. 
(519)656-3014.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

4500 Sq. Ft . Industr ial 
or warehouse space for 
rent. Call (519)625-1344 or 
(519)625-1375.

Commercial /Retail For 
Rent or lease. Downtown 
Elmira, 51 Arthur St. S. 
beside “Bank of Montreal”. 
Available Oct. 1, 2005.  Also, 
28 Arthur St. South (The 
Goldsmith), Available Aug. 
1, 2005. For more info con-
tact Bill or Ruth Norris 669-
1348, wnorris1636@rogers.
com

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Maryhill - Space for rent. 
Suitable for office, beau-
ty parlour, dog grooming 
or any service shop. Main 
street. Reasonable rent. 
648-2726.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Responsible, Reliable 
cleaning lady looking to 
clean your home. Reason-
able rates, Elmira and sur-
rounding area. 669-8017, 
anytime.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. July 23, 
8 a.m. - 12 noon. 6 Burlwood 
Dr., Elmira. Universal Gym 
$150. Rollerblades, hockey 
net and equipment, like new 
computer and lots more. 
669-1033.

GARAGE SALES

Saturday, July 23, 8 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. 38 Bluejay Rd., 
Elmira. Household and mis-
cellaneous items.

Advertise where the read-
ers are... in The Observer!

Yard Sale - Downsizing. 
Sat. July 30. Dishwasher, 
washing machine, dryer, 
dishes, furniture, tools etc. 
166 Arthur St. S., Elmira.

HOUSESITTER

HOUSESITTER available 
Aug 22 and into the fall for 
Elmira area. Perfect for va-
cationers, snowbirds or dur-
ing transition (one house to 
the next.) Non-smoker, no 
pets. Flexibility on duration 
and start dates. Work locally. 
Call 503-7250 or e-mail uni-
versal_number12@hotmail.
com.



16    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • JULY 23, 2005

PLASTICS

TINY’S
��������������

���������������
����������������

�������������

�����������������

�������������������������
���������������������������������������
�����������������
�������������
���������������
�������������

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVEAIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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CONSTRUCTIONROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR

KYLE REA

RUNNING 
UP FIELD
 
GETTING HIS KICKS 
Owen Griffeths of 
the Den Tech Electric 
Squirt 9 team races 
toward the opposing 
net, with members 
of the United 
Steelworker squad 
closely in-tow during 
Monday’s match 
at St. Teresa Public 
School. Monday’s 
game ended just in 
time as dark storm 
clouds closed in 
soon afterward, 
bringing more rain 
and thunderstorms to 
Elmira. 

SMOKE IN 
THE SHED
ELECTRICAL FIRE  
Faulty wiring on an 
electricity phase 
converter was pegged 
as the culprit behind 
a small shed fire on 
Katherine Street, north 
of Line 86 Monday 
afternoon (July 18). 
A neighbour noticed 
smoke coming from 
this shed at 1176 
Katherine Street 
and responded with 
a fire extinguisher 
– property owner, 
Leonard Brubacher, 
wasn’t home at the 
time. Conestogo 
firefighters were also 
called to the scene, 
where they continued 
to spray the shed’s 
contents. Damage was 
estimated at $5,000.RICHARD VIVIAN
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

MASONRY
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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CARPET CARE
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ACROSS 
1. Turkey coat
7. Filling your thighs 
while seated
13. Dog’s show of  hap-
piness
16. New York state city 
or US river
17. Keenness of  thought
18. Dark-skinned resi-
dent of  Australia (before 
the arrival of  Europeans)
19. Serving in tennis 
without a return
20. Distinctive proper-
ty of  each of  a series of  
complex sounds
21. Loose sleeveless out-
er garment worn by Ar-
abs
22. Gotten up
23. A proof  reading 
mark
24. Small off-shore land-
mass
26. Warp
29. Brother or sister
30. Offensively curious
31. Clothing
33. Abbreviated notes of  
classic novels called ___
_ Notes
36. Pain
39. Gossip
41. One of  October’s 
birthstones
44. Spiner, Data of  Star 
Trek TNG fame
46. Voting member of  
the public
48. Regret
49. Ride on a plank
51. Sixth notes of  a ma-
jor scale
52. A person of  no in-
fluence

54. Goddess of  abun-
dance and fertility
55. Members of  a fami-
ly of  granular intrusive 
rocke
58. Film
59. Tall woody perennial 
grasses
61. Vocal vibrato
63. Generally the first 
club used in golf  is one 
of  these
64. Ancient town in W. 
central Italy
66. Rock in molten form
68. Present
70. _ _ _ Lanka
72. A slight bend or twist
76. An acronym for a big 
blunder
77. Rex
79. A large constellation 
on the equator near Pi-
sces and Aquarius
80. Meat that goes with 
scalloped potatoes
81. Lists of  matters to be 
taken up (as at a meeting)
83. Regions
84. Ball-shaped
85. Alcoholic beverage of  
inferior quality
86. Cause to arise
87. A Hebrew judge
88. One of  two pieces of  
armour plate hanging
89. A cell that is special-
ized to conduct nerve im-
pulses

DOWN 
1. Teacher’s writing 
space
2. American Standard 
Code for Information In-
terchange (Accro)

3. Holey cheese
4. A religious doctrine 
that is proclaimed as true 
without proof
5. Festive Christmas 
drink
6. Bride and groom say 
“I __”
7. Put in a horizontal po-
sition
8. The highest points of  
some things
9. Free school supported 
by taxes
10. Pumper vehicle 
equipped to fight fires on 
the water
11. Member of  the Sho-
shonean people of  Utah, 
Colorado and New Mex-
ico
12. An essential amino 
acid found in proteins; 
occurs especially in gela-
tin and casein
13. Van Der _ _ _ _ _ (fa-
mous physicist)
14. A church associated 
with a monastery
15. Related to a sheep, 
but with straight horns 
and a beard
25. Neither good nor bad 
(2wrds)
27. Informal  or short for 
‘hurrah’
28. Deciduous and conif-
erous types
32. Rotating supports 
placed between mov-
ing parts which contain 
small balls
34. City in east-central 
France on the Rhone
35. Frightened
36. Sponge is good at do-

ing this with spills
37. Thin pancake
38. Half  the width of  an 
em dash
40. Re-supply with weap-
ons
42. An inciter
43. Sound
45. Children’s game
47. Read Only Memory
50. A unit of  power
53. To lower one’s head 
as a sign of  respect
56. A cut of  meat from 
the breast or lower chest 
(esp. of  beef)
57. Shredded cabbage
60. Remove
62. Female reproduc-
tive cell
65. Royal family that 
rules Scotland and Eng-
land
67. Requiring secret 
knowledge to be under-
stood
68. Twist into a state of  
deformity
69. Type of  metrical unit
71. Give qualities or abil-
ities to
73. Lost (French)
74. Any of  several trop-
ical American plants 
whose leaves are used as 
an antidote to snakebit
75. City in western Ger-
many
76. Worn on a foot
78. A ganster’s pistol 
(slang)
82. State of  SW India, 
former Portuguese col-
ony
86. Abbrev. for one 
twelfth of  a foot
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ANY PICTURE, ANY ISSUE — OBSERVER PHOTO REPRINTS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Orders delivered 
right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT LASTS LONGER!
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                             If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-

July 13
2:48 PM A Rockwood woman 

was charged with ‘fail to report 
damaged property’ after she ad-
mitted falling asleep behind the 
wheel. Her van was westbound 
on Church Street in Elmira when it 
left the road and clipped five newly 
installed guardrails west of Snyder 
Avenue. A witness reported see-
ing a woman get out, inspect the 
damage and drive off. However, the 
witness obtained a licence plate 
marker, which ultimately led police 
to the Rockwood woman.

July 14
7:41 AM Several items were 

taken from a house under construc-
tion – in fact nearing completion 
– on Conestogo’s River Run Place. 
Sometime overnight, unknown 
culprits forced their way through 
a back door and made off with a 
KitchenAid dishwasher, still in the 
box, as well as a Delta saw and 
an air compressor. Construction 
workers discovered the break-in 
when they arrived for work. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.
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2:02 PM A two-vehicle collision 
resulted in a charge of ‘disobey 
stop sign, fail to stop’ for an Arthur 
woman. According to police, the 
woman was westbound on Cedar 
Street in St. Jacobs and passed a 
‘stop’ sign at the intersection with 
Young Street, resulting in a colli-
sion. The vehicles suffered consid-
erable damage, but there were no 
injuries reported.
4:40 PM No charges were laid 

following a two-vehicle collision 
on King Street, near Farmers’ Mar-
ket Road in St. Jacobs. The vehicles 
were southbound on King Street 
when the lead vehicle suddenly 
slowed and stopped for an emer-
gency vehicle. However, a trailing 
Waterloo man was unable to do 
the same and a collision ensued. 
Damages were reported as moder-
ate. There were no injuries.
9:55 PM A deer was struck and 

killed by a vehicle on Manser 
Road, near Buehler Line, north of 
Linwood. The animal ran into the 
path of a southbound vehicle and 
was killed instantly. The vehicles 
sustained moderate damage; the 

driver was unharmed.
July 15

2:03 PM A Bluebird Place, Elmira 
resident reported a stolen bicycle. 
Sometime overnight an old, white 
Supercycle was taken from the 
property. There are no suspects.
4:28 PM Police charged a Cron-

ton man following a two-vehicle 
collision at the intersection of Lis-
towel Road and Line 86, near Wal-
lenstein. The vehicles were waiting 
for traffic to clear when the lead 
driver moved forward a short dis-
tance and stopped. As a result, the 
lead vehicle was struck from behind 
by the trailing vehicle. A passenger 
in the lead vehicle sustained minor 
injuries but didn’t require hospi-
talization. No other injuries were 
reported. Both vehicles suffered 
moderate damage. The Cronton 
man was charged with ‘start from 
a stopped position not in safety.’
4:46 PM The driver of a rec-

reational van fled following a 
two-vehicle collision on Elmira’s 
Mill Street, near Arthur Street. An 
Elmira man attempted to turn onto 
Mill Street when he discovered the 

roadway blocked by the parked 
van, which had a trailer in tow. As 
the driver attempted to maneuver 
around the parked vehicle, it sud-
denly started backing up and struck 
his car. The drivers were involved in 
a brief discussion when the Elmira 
man left to call police. When he 
returned, he found the other driver 
– described as a European man 
– had taken off. Police continue to 
investigate the incident.
6:25 PM Police responded to 

another sleepy-driver-related col-
lisions this week. A Pilkington 
man was eastbound on Northfield 
Drive, near Sandy Hills Drive, when 
he dozed off. His vehicle then left 
the road, went through a ditch 
and clipped a hydro pole. Dam-
age to the vehicle was significant; 
the driver escaped unscathed. The 
driver was charged with ‘leave 
roadway not in safety.’ Waterloo 
North Hydro responded to make 
the necessary repairs.

July 16
10:08 AM A Kitchener man was 

taken to hospital after he was 
struck by a car while crossing We-

ber Street, at the corner of Farm-
ers’ Market Road. The man was at-
tempting to cross on a green light 
when a Waterloo woman turned 
right from Farmers’ Market Road 
onto Weber Street. The pedestrian 
was taken by ambulance to Grand 
River Hospital, where he was 
treated and released with non-life 
threatening injuries. A Waterloo 
woman was charged with ‘fail to 
yield to a pedestrian.’
1:15 PM A dozing driver took po-

lice to Herrgott Road, near Line 86 
in Wallenstein. A Waterloo woman 
was southbound on Herrgott 
Road when her vehicle left the 
road, knocked down a road sign 
and struck a ditch. There were no 
injuries. Vehicle damage was de-
scribed as moderate. The driver was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’

July 18
12:34 AM The sound of shatter-

ing glass woke up a Sunset Drive, St. 
Clements resident. Unknown culprits 
caused about $200 in damage when 
they threw a stone through the glass 
portion of the front door. Police re-
sponded to the area but were un-

able to locate any suspects.
July 19

6:10 AM A Barnswallow Drive, 
Elmira resident reported an aban-
doned bicycle near the side of the 
road. The black stunt bicycle hadn’t 
been moved in about a week. 
Pending owner identification, the 
bicycle is being held at the Elmira 
police station.
5:12 PM A St. Jacobs man was 

charged with ‘fail to remain at the 
scene of an accident’ following 
a hit-and-run collision on Albert 
Street, near King Street in the vil-
lage. A Brampton visitor returned 
to his car, parked on Albert Street, 
to find damage to the driver’s side 
rear corner. A witness came for-
ward and provided police with the 
licence plate marker of the suspect 
vehicle, which led to the St. Jacobs 
man. There were no injuries in the 
collision.
7:10 PM A lawnmower was re-

ported stolen from a shed on Man-
ser Road in Wellesley township. The 
device was taken sometime in the 
previous two days. There are no 
suspects.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Whenever the 
morning dawns 
hot and humid, 

that all-too-familiar gray-
ish haze can be seen 
hanging over the city and 
countryside alike: another 
smoggy and uncomfort-
able day is on its way. In 
Waterloo Region, smog 
isn’t an uncommon sight 
this year; not only is this 
summer shaping up to be 
the hottest on record but 
the air is well on its way to 
being the dirtiest in years. 

The Ministry of  the En-
vironment already issued 
eight smog advisories for 
Waterloo Region so far in 
2005 – there were five in 
all of  2004. 

“Historically we’re usu-
ally in the top 10 compared 
to the rest of  Ontario 
– the top-10 worst,” said 
David Roewade, spokes-
person for the regional 

Don’t hold your breath
Air quality in Waterloo Region worst in six years, not likely to improve any time soon

health unit. “Partly it’s 
because of  geography. 
We’re one of  the growing 
urban areas. This year, 
it’s been really warm and 
it’s been one of  the worst 
years in quite some time. 
Not as bad as the worst 
year on record, but it’s 
been bad.” 

Roewade added the 
worst day of  them all was 
June 28 when, at 7 a.m., 
Waterloo Region had an 
air quality reading of  76 
– any measure above 32 is 
considered a health risk. 
For about an hour, the air 
was the second-worst in 
the province. Things were 
just as bad last week; an 
advisory was issued July 
11 which lasted all week, 
peaking on Wednesday 
– the hottest day of  the 
year so far – with a 61; the 
advisory was called off  
on Friday.

The phenomenon is not 
limited to Waterloo Re-
gion; the MOE has issued 

10 smog advisories in 2005, 
stretched over 39 days.  

Smog becomes a prob-
lem on hot, humid days as 
moist air traps pollutants 
from cars and factories, 
preventing them from 
escaping into the atmo-
sphere. Often, this hazy 
cloud contains semi-solid 
particulate matter, which 
represents a clear danger 
to public health. 

About 40 per cent of  
the population in Water-
loo Region is considered 
at risk when air qual-
ity turns poor: children 
and the elderly are most 
threatened, but so are an 
estimated 30,000 who suf-
fer from asthma; more 
than 300 were hospital-
ized in 2004. 

“There’s a huge body 
of  evidence saying that 
poor air quality does ex-
acerbate diseases like 
asthma,” Roewade said, 
adding that those suffer-
ing from heart disease 

are also at risk. “No one 
will ever have a toe-tag in 
the hospital saying ‘death 
by air pollution.’ Howev-
er, premature mortaility 
– dying earlier than you 
would because of  expo-
sure –  has been studied 
in great detail and it’s 
been scrutinized. 

“In areas that have high 
ozone and ground-level 
particulate matter for 
example, they do notice 
higher levels of  premature 
mortality and increased 
visits to the hospital.”

According to the Ontario 
Medication Association, 
more than 200 people in 
Waterloo Region will die 
as a result of  poor air 
quality in 2005. 

If  you think living in a ru-
ral area such as Woolwich 
or Wellesley townships will 
give you cleaner, better air, 
it’s probably best to look 
elsewhere, said Roewade: 
one breeze and smog from 
Kitchener could soon be on 

your doorstep. 
“Some people think ‘it’s 

out in the country, so it 
should be cleaner.’ But 
that’s not always the case. It 
all depends on topography, 
elevation and wind direc-
tion. In some cases you can 
have rural locations with 
worse air quality than ur-
ban ones,” he said. 

According to the MOE’s 
air quality index for 
July 20-23, moderate 
air quality is expected 
for Haliburton and Al-
gonquin – ‘real’ cottage 
country where big-city 
dwellers fly to on the 
weekend for some fresh 
air. Interestingly enough, 
the same air quality also 
applies to Toronto for the 
coming weekend. 

“It all depends on the 
climate condition. The 
[rural areas] may have 
less vehicular traffic, but 
they may have more agri-
cultural pollution, which 
is also a source of  air pol-

lution. It certainly is a 
misconception that rural 
areas do have cleaner air, 
because you can point to 
enough areas that don’t.”

To bring the air in cities 
and the countryside back 
to comfortable levels, 
Roewade said education 
and proactive measures 
– such as leaving your car 
at home on a hot day – are 
needed. 

“It’s good for people to 
have awareness of  air 
quality. Much like the 
UV index. If  you hear 
it’s a hot, sunny day … 
you know to slap on some 
sunscreen. Similarly, 
if  the air quality index 
is expected to be in the 
moderate to high ranges, 
you might want to factor 
that in and maybe modify 
your plans. Strenuous ac-
tivity in the hot, muggy 
sun can affect anyone. 
So if  you could switch to 
more moderate activities 
… that would help.” 
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No swimming, movie in progress Tell me a story ... Seeking protectors of the Grand watershed

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As Barry Williams stepped onto 
the judo mat, an all-too-famil-
iar face stared back at him 
from the opposite corner: the 

same Spaniard who dashed his dreams 
of international gold at the 2003 World 
Police and Fire Games in Barcelona 
Spain would be his opponent in the 
championship match.

While Williams fell short of his quest, 
the 42-year-old Breslau man did take 
home his second consecutive silver 
medal at the 2005 games in Quebec City 
June 26-July 5. 

“It’s a big deal. It’s a lot of fun. You 
meet a lot of firefighters and police offi-
cers from all over the world. It’s a really 
high level of competition for a lot of dif-
ferent sports,” said Williams, a member 
of the Guelph Fire Department and a 
judo practitioner for 35 years. 

Held every two years, the World Police 
and Fire Games feature some 10,000 ath-
letes in 70 different Olympic-style com-
petitions. This year marks Williams’ 
third trip to the internationals. 

Competing in the 73-kilogram weight 
class, 40-50 age division, Williams – who 
has a fourth-degree black belt – blitzed 
through opponents from the U.S. and Es-
tonia before coming up against his nem-
esis: Francisco Huecas Uceta of Spain. 

“I’d fought him before in the world 
championships and lost to him in the 
final match. I was kind of hoping back 
in Canada I might be able to best him 
in our tournament, but he got me again. 
He and I have always had a good rivalry, 
getting to the finals to fight each other,” 
he said. “We had an awesome fight. It 
went down to the full time limit and I 
lost by the smallest point there is.”

Williams explained that he lost by a 
koka – his opponent lightly tossed him 
– which wasn’t enough for a full-win, 
but allowed him to edge out Williams 
for the gold. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Belting out verses in front of a 
packed house, 25 participants 
took their turn at the micro-
phone Sunday (July 17) in 

hopes of becoming the first Wellesley 
Idol. By the end of the night, 16 competi-
tors remained, with more whittling to 
come before the winner is unveiled at 
this fall’s Wellesley Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival.

“We could not believe the amazing tal-
ent from this community. … We were 
astounded. The committee just kind of 
sat there with open mouths because we 
couldn’t believe that this was out there 
just waiting to be heard,” co-organizer 
Gailen Sylvester told the Observer.

“We had an amazing turnout. The 
old mill was packed, even in spite of 
the very hot weather. We couldn’t have 
put any more chairs in there if we had 
tried.”

This being the first year for the com-
petition – based on the highly-popular 
Canadian and American Idol television 
series – organizers were unsure what 
to expect in terms of both quantity and 
quality of singers. ABC festival orga-
nizers created the vocal challenge in 
celebration of the festival’s 30th anniver-
sary.

“It was wonderfully successful. It 
couldn’t have fallen into place any bet-
ter,” she said of the first night, adding, 
“I think this might end up an annual 
program.”

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Hemp. Mention the 
word and what’s 
the first thing that 
comes to mind? No, 

not that. Rope, maybe. Or some 
interesting clothing. How 
about pancake batter? Salad 
dressing? Cookies? Beer? Ice 
cream?

All are on the menu when it 
comes to a specialty agricul-
tural market in Ontario.

The versatile crop, banned 
for years, has spawned a small 
industry since the federal gov-
ernment made growing it legal 
in 1998. The multitude of uses 
will be on display this weekend 

Groups push the environmental benefits of hemp
Crop slow to catch on with farmers as industry awaits processing capacity

at an anniversary party of sorts 
– Homegrown Hydroponics Inc., 
which has a store in Breslau, 
celebrates 20 years in business. 
Some 100 distributors and sup-
pliers are expected Saturday at 
the Barrie-area Hempola Valley 
Farms. 

Both industries – hydropon-
ics and hemp production – are 
misunderstood by the public, 
said Homegrown spokesperson 
Carly Rea.

It’s a perception not helped by 
drug busts where police seize 
marijuana grown hydroponi-
cally in large-scale operations.

“The owners of both [compa-
nies] are longtime friends. They 
both have common thoughts 
about products that are envi-

ronmentally friendly, that do 
something to make the planet 
better.”

Hemp is one of the most im-
portant renewable resources 
this country has to offer and 
hydroponics is a means of grow-
ing it efficiently and safely, she 
stressed.

“The primary objective of this 
weekend’s event is to spread the 
word … about the tons of great 
uses for hemp and for hydropon-
ics.”

Among those who’ll be at 
Hempola Valley Farms today is 
Scott Eitel, whose family had op-
erated the Breslau shop since it 
opened its door almost 15 years 
ago.

He, too, sees that the two busi-

nesses share an environmental 
focus. Hemp tends to be a field 
crop, with few hydroponic grow-
ers.

“This is an eco-friendly busi-
ness – there are many uses for 
hydroponics,” he said, pointing 
to institutional customers in-
cluding schools and universi-
ties. Greenhouse-style growing 
incorporates large-scale produc-
ers of herbs, flowers and veg-
etables. Individual users grow 
orchids, or get a headstart on 
their outdoor gardens.

And hemp, despite its connota-
tions, is an up-and-coming crop 
with a range of industrial uses.

Still in its infancy, hemp farm-
ing has good potential. For Mike 
Columbus, new crop develop-

ment specialist with the On-
tario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, the 
key is generating new pro-
cessing methods. With a short 
growth cycle, hemp is well 
suited to most regions of the 
province, but the market re-
mains small.

“The farmers can easily grow 
the crop, and consumers are 
becoming more aware of the 
products. But the bottleneck is 
in the processing side – there’s 
a gap between the growers and 
the end-user … that’s the pro-
cessors in the middle.”

Hemp has many uses, but 
processors will have to invest 
in new technology to make 

Taking it to the mat
Breslau man takes second consecutive silver at international judo competition

“That fight was the closest for the divi-
sion. It was a very tight match.”

The World Police and Fire Games 
weren’t his only recent international 
competition; the Breslau man took 
home fifth place at the World Masters 
Judo championships in Mississauga 
June 22-26. 

“This year I’ve probably been training 
about the hardest I’ve been training for 
a long time. To have two world champi-
onships in Canada in the same year, it’s 
a good opportunity as a Canadian to do 
my best out there. I was hoping to do my 
best out there and I did. It went well.”

Much like his Quebec tournament, 

Williams won his first two matches but 
lost to the five-time world champion 
from Austria in the semifinals. Vying 
for a bronze, he lost that match as well 
to settle for fifth.

“I was a little concerned if he would 
have enough time to recuperate for the 
[police and fire] tournament,” said Bob 
Zettl, William’s judo coach for 35 years. 

“It’s absolutely amazing for him to 
still do something at his age. He’s amaz-
ing; 35 years is a long time and he’s a 
really good person all the way around. 
He’s one of the main instructors here 
and the kids just love him. He’s a big in-
spiration.”

Wellesley 
looks for 
their Idol
“We could not believe 

the amazing talent from 
this community,” says 

co-organizer

▼ See STIFF page 20

▼ See MARKET page 23

Crews for a new film entitled Silence will be on location at the Elora 
Quarry Conservation Area in Elora during August. The park will be closed 
for about five days during the month: Aug. 2 and 3 and again from Aug. 
16 to 19. You can still take a dip on the other days of the month.

Storyteller Mary Eileen McClear will make stops at the Elmira and Welles-
ley Village libraries in advance of the 4th annual Heart & Hand festival held 
at Joseph Schneider Haus Museum in Kitchener. McClear will read in Elmira 
Aug. 10 (2 p.m.) and Wellesley Aug. 11 (2:30 p.m.). $2 cost.

Time is running out for nominating people for the Grand River Con-
servation Authority’s 2005 environmental awards: the deadline is July 
31. The awards recognize those who have taken action to protect and 
enhance the natural environment of the watershed; www.grandriver.ca.

MASTER AND APPRENTICE Breslau’s Barry Williams (right) earned his second consecutive silver medal 
at the 2005 Police and Fire Games in Quebec City June 26-July 5. His sensei for 35 years, Bob Zettl (left) 
helped him prepare for international competition. KYLE REA
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Momentum builds for billion-dollar budget boost
Farmers feed cities, and mount campaign aimed squarely at urban Ontario

��������
�����

��������
�������

Chicken Souvlaki....................$4900
OMEGA Breast.........................$4200
Chicken Breast Nuggets........$2500
Chicken Breast Fingers..........$3600
Chicken Breast Burgers.........$2900
Chicken Drumsticks...............$1200
Whole OMEGA 3 Chicken......$229

Government 
Inspected

698-9930 • 698-2213
Call to
Order

All products made with OMEGA 3, 
drug free Roasting Chickens

CASE (4KG)

CASE (4KG)

50 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
150-160 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
85-88 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
40 4oz BURGERS/CASE

CASE (4KG)

/LB
AVERAGE 5-7 LBS

NEW FOR 2005 
GLACIAL 
TREASURE

Farm     
  Fresh!
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Ontario farmers are 
edging ever closer 
to that crossroads 

where they meet con-
sumers. It began in the 
winter, with awareness 
rallies at Queen’s Park. 
Then it further started 
taking shape last month, 
when farmers told the 
province they had cre-
ated their own insurance 
program, and wanted 
provincial support for it. 
Now, the next stage is in 
the works.

Farmers are readying 
for a major campaign 
– expected to be launched 
within weeks – to win 

consumers’ support for 
an initiative that would 
see their base support 
from the province as 
much as doubled. The ex-
act dollar figures haven’t 
been stated, but the boost 
could easily be in the bil-
lions.

According to the farm-
ers’ statistics, agriculture 
gets about 0.7 per cent of 
the province’s $80 billion 
budget. Farmers think 
that’s too little, and want 
it increased. Some say it 
should be doubled, to 1.4 
per cent, considering ag-
riculture is Ontario’s sec-
ond-largest Industry.

So they’re working on a 
campaign, led mostly by 
a coalition of grains and 
oilseeds farmers, com-
prising the major heavy-
weights in the industry. 
They include the Ontario 
Soybean Growers, the 
Ontario Corn Produc-
ers Association and the 
Ontario Wheat Produc-
ers’ Marketing Board, 
all based out of Guelph.  
Collectively, they repre-

sent almost 30,000 farm-
ers, who grow most of the 
crop acreage you see in 
Ontario fields.

Initially, they’re asking 
the province to ante up 
for the new insurance 
program they’ve created, 
and working on support 
from the rest of the farm 
community. Over the 
past month they’ve held 
six information meetings 
across Ontario (includ-
ing Orangeville, the clos-
est to our area), drawing 
50 to 200 per meeting.

Although the main fo-
cus at these gatherings 
is to inform growers and 
rally support for the in-
surance program, they’re 
also floating the pending 
campaign by the farm 
community.

Organizers know they 
need the strength that 
big numbers will give 
them. When they launch 
their campaign, they’ll 
be trying hard to present 

a united front and make it 
clear agriculture speaks 
with one voice.  Their 
needs are collective: crop 
prices are mired in 25-
year lows, while pressure 
on farmers mounts from 
all sides, particularly 
increasing government 
regulations, and an ever-
scrutinizing public.

But they do think the 
public believes they pro-
vide an essential service 
that hasn’t been market-
ed very well: that is, they 
produce food. Most of us 
assume this will always 
be the case, and that food 
is in abundance. But it 
won’t be if we have ap-
preciably fewer farmers 
and fewer resources, and 
have to rely on imports.

That is a chilling 
thought, especially now 
that we’ve all lived 
through a vitally im-
portant border closure, 
followed by a lengthy, 
cavalier continuance of 
that closure by the U.S., 
for greedy political pur-
poses.

The new campaign will 
encompass much of this 
thinking.  Its theme will 

be Farmers Feed Cities, 
based on the way the ur-
ban concerns dominate 
Ontario’s (and Canada’s) 
political agenda. Organiz-
ers picked up the theme 
at their Queen’s Park 
rally, off a placard they 
produced that had par-
ticular staying power.

They’ve now launched 
a postcard campaign 
among the farm commu-
nity, with the Farmers 
Feed Cities slogan on the 
front. On the back is a de-
mand that the province 
be a partner in farmers’ 
proposed insurance pro-
gram, increase support 
to agriculture and rural 
communities. They want 
farmers and their friends 
to sign them. This fall, 
the collection will be 
presented to the premier, 
and the public campaign 
will begin.

You can learn more 
about the campaign by 
visiting www.soybean.
on.ca. If you support 
them, let them know. And 
if you don’t understand 
them, tell them, because 
they need to communicate 
clearly with the public.

Open to residents of 
Wellesley, Woolwich, 
Wilmot townships and 
eastern Perth County, 
the competition saw 25 
aspiring singers sere-
nade a team of three local 
judges, including Tavis-
tock musician Charlene 
Zehr, Pastor Don Thomas 
of the village’s St. Mark’s 
Church and Wellesley 
musician Hilda Koch.

“They said they really 
hated to eliminate any-
one, but after about 15 
minutes of discussion 
they managed to get it 
down to the 16,” Sylves-
ter said, noting a mixed 
bag of genres chosen by 
the singers. “We had ev-
erything from western 
to gospel to Scottish to 
pop.”

For those that made the 
first cut, the next chal-
lenge comes at the end 
of the month. Reuniting 
at the mill, competitors 
will offer up vocal ren-
ditions of their chosen 
songs in an attempt to 
make the final eight. 
Those who make it to 
the third round will 
perform at the Wellesley 
– North Easthope Agri-
cultural Fall Fair Sept. 
13 and 14.

“Out of those eight we 
will take the three fi-
nalists for the [ABC] 
festival date,” Sylvester 
explained of the Sept. 24 
performances.

At each stage along the 
way, Idol contestants will 
have to satisfy the ears of 
some new judges.

“Charlene will be a 
constant. We wanted one 
constant that would fol-
low it through, but the 
two others will change 
throughout the three 
performances,” the co-or-
ganizer said.

Once named, the Welles-
ley Idol will receive a 
cash prize and enough re-
cording time to lay down 
at least one track at Radio 
Waterloo (the University 
of Waterloo campus sta-
tion, 100.3 FM). Depend-
ing on the song’s qual-
ity, the song may also be 
broadcast, radio officials 
said.

Continued from page 19

Stiff competition to 
find Wellesley Idol
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family 
room complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $204,900. 
2-Storey semi-detached starting at $194,900. 
Single family homes starting at $227,900. Model 
home open at 87 Kingfisher Dr. in Birdland.

OPEN HOUSES SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30
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REAL ESTATE
BUYING OR SELLING: IT’S WHERE YOU WANT TO BE!
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Join the bears: enjoy the fruits of science and hibernate
Q.  How much could someone 
tell about you from a look into 
your garbage?  Are you rich 
or poor, city dweller or sub-
urbanite, wasteful or ecologi-
cally minded, etc?

A.  “Garbology,” the sci-
entific study of garbage, 
was first developed some 
30 years ago by the Univer-
sity of Arizona’s William 
Rathje.  Garbology can re-
veal a lot about your con-
sumption habits, whether 
you eat lots of fresh pro-
duce or mostly from a can, 
how much “junk food” you 
consume, how much you 
drink (which may not com-
port with how much you 
SAY you do — what you tell 
a pollster at the front door 
may be belied by your gar-
bage going out the back).

What medicines or drugs 
do you use?  Do you own a 
computer?  A cat or dog?  
Are there diaper-dousing 

babies in the household?  
Your observant garbage 
collector may know more 
about you than you’d 
guess.  On a grander scale, 
archaeologists scrutinize 
discards of a culture as 
a barometer of its use of 
resources and ecological 
health:  For instance, the 
average American today 
produces twice the waste 
of someone in Europe, 3-4 
times someone in Japan, 
40 times someone in India!

In general, the garbage 
of city dwellers is littered 
with take-out food contain-
ers, particularly for single 
males, says Dickinson Col-
lege environmental studies 
professor Mike Heiman.  
Suburbanites may throw 
away lots of yard waste if 
they don’t compost; coun-
try residents often burn 
their garbage in backyard 
barrels; the wealthy have 

gardeners to truck off this 
sort of trash.  The rich 
also discard (or recycle) 
more fine wine bottles and 
imported beer contain-
ers.  “As for the rest of us 
— well, Pabst Blue Ribbon 
and the other cheaper do-
mestic brews rule.”
Q. We’ve all witnessed stream-
ing through the clouds the un-
forgettable “Rays of Buddha,” 
aka “God light,” “sun drawing 
water,” “sunbeams” or — of-
ficially —”crepuscular rays.”  
Under what conditions are 
they seen?

A.  These brilliant rays 
of light emerge from the 
setting sun, fanning out 
across the western sky, 
says Jearl Walker in The 

Flying Circus of Physics, 
with Answers. The display 
results when clouds or 
mountains block part of 
the sunlight, creating the 
dramatic heavenly rays-
and-shadows effect.  Not 
as frequently, you will see 
the rays converging to the 
antisolar point in the east; 
or rarer still, see them 
emerge from the solar 
point in the west, arc up 
across the entire sky and 
converge to the antisolar 
point in the east.  Breath-
taking!

One amazing fact is that 
the fanlike rays are actual-
ly parallel to one another, 
says Walker.  Their appar-
ent meeting in the distance 

is an illusion, much as two 
parallel railroad tracks 
running off straight into 
the far distance seem to 
converge at some point on 
the horizon.
Q.  Bears can hibernate, as can 
ground squirrels, some spe-
cies of hummingbirds, etc.  So 
why not people?  What does 
biological science have to say 
on the subject?

A.  Many animals un-
dergo periods of extreme 
metabolic slowdown, or 
torpor, where heart rate 
and breathing slow, and 
body temperature plum-
mets, reports the journal 
Science.

Bears of course do this 
seasonally, hummingbirds 
daily.  Now in a fascinating 
breakthrough, scientists 
are using hydrogen sulfide 
gas to induce torporlike 
states in yeast, worms, 
flies, and even common 

lab mice — the first “sus-
pended” mammals. 

When room air was laced 
with 80-parts-per-million 
of the gas, which stinks 
like rotten eggs, the mice 
entered a hibernation-like 
state, says Dr. Mark Roth 
of the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center 
in Seattle.  Within minutes 
they stopped moving and 
seemed to lose conscious-
ness, their breathing 
dropped from 120/minute 
to 10/minute, body tem-
perature from 37C to 11C.  
Then when the gas was 
shut off, the mice returned 
to normal, without appar-
ent ill effects.

Such torpor in people, 
IF POSSIBLE, might pre-
vent further damage after 
a stroke or heart attack, 
says Roth, or buy time for 
a patient awaiting a vital-
organ transplant.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Kids Bake and Create Club – Every Wed. from 2-
4 p.m. for children ages 8-12.  Crafts and baking 
lessons. Call New Orleans Pizza at 669-1505 to 
attend and for more information.  

July 23 
Largest Display of antique Two-cylinder John 
Deere tractors and equipment in Canada hosted 
by Upper Canada Two Cylinder Club; 13th annual 
show July 23 & 24 in Drayton at the old Drayton 
Arena and fair grounds. John Deere tractors, 
memorabilia and farm toys. Take a trip back in 
time and see threshing demonstrations, shingle 
mill, stone crushers, log sawing and corn 
cutting. Fiddle music. Admission is $5 for adults, 
children 12 and under are free. 

July 24
Elmira Rod & Gun Club Black Powder Shoot 1 
p.m. Shooters and spectators welcome. For more 
information contact Gord Braid 669-5875. 

July 27
BLAST OFF! Summer Reading Club.  Explore all 
the planets in our solar system, then take a journey 
with ‘The Little Prince’ as he travels to many 
unique worlds. Create your own planet that ‘The 
Little Prince’ can visit! FREE PROGRAM includes 
stories, crafts and activities for children 6-12. 
Be sure to check with your local library to see if 
registration is required. St. Clements 2:30-3:15 
p.m., 699-4341; Linwood 4-4:45 p.m., 698-2700.

July 28
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-
8:30 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Paul Stouffer Trio.  
Free concert, everyone welcome. 
BLAST OFF! Summer Reading Club.  Explore 
all the planets in our solar system, then take a 
journey with ‘The Little Prince’ as he travels to 
many unique worlds. FREE PROGRAM includes 
stories, crafts and activities for children 6 – 12. 

Be sure to check with your local library to see if 
registration is required. Elmira, 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
669-5477; Bloomingdale, 1:45-2:30 p.m., 745-
3151; St. Jacobs, 3:30-4:15 p.m., 664-3443.

August 4 
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Pork Chop Review.  Free 
concert, everyone welcome. 

August 11
Woolwich Observer Summer Band Concert 7-8:30 
p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. Summit Jazz Band.  Free 
concert, everyone welcome. 

August 14 
Elmira Rod & Gun Club Family Sports Day – 1 p.m. 
Demonstrations and opportunities to try shooting & 
archery. Everyone welcome. For more info contact 
Gord Braid 669-5875.

August 15 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness Registration begins 
for the session Sept. 13 – Nov. 1. Cost $20. Tues. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre 664-3794. 
Gentle Aerobics Registration begins for the 
session Sept. 15 – Nov. 3. Thurs. 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Cost $20. Woolwich Community Health Centre 
664-3794.
Gentle Moves Registration begins for the 
session Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 7 – 8 p.m. Cost 
$19.25. Woolwich Community Health Centre 
664-3794.
Better Bones Morning  Registration begins for 
the session Sept. 14 – Nov. 2. Wed. 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Cost $22. Woolwich Community Health Centre 
664-3794.
Better Bones Evening Registration begins for the 
session Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
Cost $19.25. Woolwich Community Health Centre 
664-3794.
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Barrister & Solicitor
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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ELMIRA
BUS LINES
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Read’s
Decorating
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CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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Michael E. Ehrlich

FAMILY ALBUM • FAMILY ALBUM
BIRTH NOTICE

BETTRIDGE, CHRIS - We 
would like at this time to ex-
tend our deepest gratitude 
to all our many friends and 
relatives who in some way 
comforted us during our 
recent loss of our husband, 
father and grandfather and 
brother. A very special thank 
you to our “Angels”, you 
know who you are. To those 
who sent cards, donations, 
floral tributes or food, know 
that they were truly appreci-
ated, also a note of gratitude 
to the paramedics, police 
officers and Dr. Qureshi for 
your thoughtful and profes-
sional care of Chris and our 
family, also a very special 
thank you to the wonderful 
staff at Ratz-Bechtel Funeral 
Home and Family Centre. Syl-
via Bettridge and family.

SARGENT, David and Deb-
bie are blessed with the birth 
of their precious daughter, 
Emily Faith, weighing 8 lbs 
1 oz, born on July 5th at 
Grand River Hospital.

We love you Emily!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THANK YOU IN MEMORIAM

GRATTON, William — In 
loving memory of a dear 
husband, father and grand-
father, who passed away on 
July 24, 1998. 

It is sad to walk the road 
alone, instead of side by 
side. But to all there comes 
a moment when the ways 
of life divide. 
Our lives go on without you, 
but nothing is the same. 
You did so many things for 
us; your heart was kind and 
true. 
When we needed someone, 
we could always count on 
you. 

Love and memories 
last forever.

Love Audrey, Bev, Barb, Bill, 
and all of your grandchil-
dren.

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

HELEN!

Love Ya!
Megan & Brooke

the product more salable, 
especially when it comes 
to it use as a fibre: tex-
tiles, paper, building ma-
terials and even automo-
tive parts.

Most of the current mar-
ket is for use as a food-
stuff, Columbus noted, 
pointing to companies 
such as Cool Hemp, which 
manufactures ice cream 
using the crop.

For the market to really 
take off, large-scale in-
dustrial uses are needed. 
Right now, hemp is a very 
minor grain crop in On-
tario: from 2,500 acres 
planted when hemp was 
made legal in 1998, farm-
ers now have just 500 acres 
under cultivation. With 
crops yielding per-acre 
prices similar to corn (1.7 
million acres under seed 
in Ontario) or soybeans 
(2.2 million acres), farm-
ers have little incentive to 
spend money to retool for 
hemp, he said.

IN MEMORIAM
BOWMAN, Clayton M.
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Thursday, July 14, 2005, at 
Freeport health Centre of Grand River 
Hospital, Clayton M. Bowman, in his 68th 
year, of Elmira.

CARTER, Velma Irene
Nov. 26, 1915 – July 17, 2005. Velma 
Carter passed away peacefully, on Sun-
day, July 17, 2005 at Chateau Gardens 
in Elmira.

FRIES, Lottie (Mrs. Dale)
Peacefully, on Wednesday, July 13, 2005 
at KW Health Centre of Grand River Hos-
pital. Lottie (Ziolkowski) Fries, in her 69th 
year, of Elmira.

STROETINGA, Hilda (nee Klasen)
Of Drayton, passed away peacefully in 
her sleep, on Wednesday, July 20, 2005, 
at the Royal Terrace Nursing Home, Palm-
erston, in her 79th year.

Market the key to hemp use
Continued from page 19



(With discounts equivalent to the GST & PST)

SAVE THE TAX
BEDDING EVENT
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SAVE WITH
HOMECARD
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Become a new
Homecard customer  &

SAVE 10%*
on all your Home purchases
(including above sale items)
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