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student artwork ▼ PAGE 19
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resulted in bathroom 
violence, say police
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Woolwich says ‘stop’ to signs
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H-Y Manufacturing moving to Salem after years of rocky relationship with neighbours

Technology the key to 
prosperity: C of C

����������������������3 Bdrm. Two Storey Townhomes 
from $167,400

Semi-Detached Homes 
from $182,500

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE ON 
DALEBROOK ST. IN ELMIRA

Saturdays & Sundays 1:30-4:30
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RICHARD VIVIAN

Council approves pro-active measures to reduce number of roadside signs

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

One day after a 15-year-old boy 
was stabbed in the bathroom of 
Waterloo’s Bluevale Collegiate 
Institute, police arrested a boy 

of the same age at his Elmira home. The 
two, police say, were involved in a Jan. 
21 drug deal that turned violent.

The Elmira boy – who can’t be identi-
fied under the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act – was charged with assault with a 
weapon, weapons dangerous and car-
rying a concealed weapon. He was ar-
rested without incident.

In a Kitchener court Monday (Jan. 24), 
the boy was remanded into custody. A 
trial date has yet to be set.

According to police, the stabbing oc-
curred after the Elmira boy attempted 
to purchase a “minor” quantity of mari-
juana from the victim. They used a high 
school bathroom to make the deal.

However, a discrepancy over price 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Call it a sign of the 
times: fed up with 
roadside clutter, 
Woolwich council 

this week enacted a policy 
to reduce the number of tem-

porary signs lining township 
streets.

The move also restricts the 
number of directional signs, 
specifically along Elmira’s In-
dustrial Drive. In November, 
council placed a moratorium 
on new installations there 
– under the policy adopted this 

week, new signs will not be 
permitted.

Essentially looking for more 
aggressive enforcement of 
existing rules, council’s Jan. 
25 decision takes aim at the 
growing number of temporary 
signs, from the wheeled, neon-
lettered type to posters slapped 

up on hydro poles throughout 
the township.

The new policy will have no 
effect on signs that conform to 
current rules: council’s deci-
sion repeals an older, redun-
dant bylaw and opts for stricter 
enforcement of existing regula-
tions – there are no new bylaws, 

councillors stressed.
“We’re repealing one [by-

law], and actually what we’re 
doing is enforcing another 
one that hasn’t been enforced 
properly. It’s nothing new, 
it’s just being enforced,” said 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A startled cat and Woolwich’s 
door-to-door smoke detector 
inspections likely saved the 
life of a Martin Grove Village 

woman this week, says St. Jacobs fire 
chief Clare Weber. A 60-year-old Scott 
Street woman escaped injury after a 
fire broke out in her trailer early Mon-

Woman 
escapes 
trailer blaze 
unscathed
Incident proves door-to-door smoke detector 
inspections worthwhile, says Weber
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day morning (Jan. 24).
“If she wouldn’t have 

had a smoke detector, I 
don’t think she would 
have made it,” Weber 
told the Observer, noting 
she didn’t have a work-
ing smoke detector in her 
trailer until last October, 
when firefighters gave 
her one during the door-
to-door inspection cam-
paign.

“It [the trailer] was com-
pletely charred inside. 
The inside is totally gut-
ted out.”

It was her pet cat, likely 
startled by the alarm, 
that first brought the fire 
to the woman’s attention, 
waking her shortly after 4 
a.m. In order to escape the 
smoke-filled trailer, she 
reported, the woman ran 
through the flaming sun 
porch. 

Firefighters were called 
immediately after she 
reached a neighbouring 
trailer.

Initially thought to have 
wandered from the scene, 
the cat’s body was later 
found in the bedroom.

The fire, Weber ex-
plained, didn’t take long to 
extinguish; thanks in part 
to a water reservoir across 
the street and favourable 
wind direction.

“The exposure of the 
trailer on either side was 
just far enough away that 
it wasn’t a major concern. 
If the trailer had been fully 
engulfed, we would have 
had to be concerned about 
the trailer beside it, but it 
was contained to this one 
trailer,” he said. 

“If that wind would have 

problem with it [the night 
before].”

Had it not been for last 
fall’s door-to-door inspec-
tion, the chief continued, 
the outcome would likely 
have been much different. 
It was then that the wom-
an was provided with a 
smoke detector – for which 
she presented firefighters 
with a monetary dona-
tion.

The Woolwich smoke 
detector inspection pro-
gram started last October 
– with high-risk areas of 
the township visited first, 
including trailer parks, 
explained fire preven-
tion officer Bill Cronin. 
Since that time, firefight-
ers have inspected 1,161 
homes and installed 98 
new alarms and handed 
out 83 new batteries. 
There were 161 inspected 
residences found to be 
lacking a smoke detec-
tor, or where the detector 
wasn’t working.

Ultimately, the goal of 
the five-year program is to 
inspect every residence in 
the township. Inspections, 
however, are voluntary.

Cat woke woman; perished in fire

arose and the victim 
grabbed the Elmira boy. 
It was then, police al-
lege, that the Elmira boy 
pulled out his penknife 
and stabbed the other 
boy just below the collar-
bone, resulting in “quite 
minor” injuries. 

“The victim actually 
fled school and went to an 
associate’s house, where 
he cleaned his wound,” 
explained Waterloo Re-
gional Police Staff Sgt. 
Bryan Larkin. Soon after-
ward, he continued, po-
lice notified the victim’s 
father of the incident and 
he was taken to Grand 
River Hospital where he 
received treatment for 
the stab wound.

“A number of students 
assisted police with the 
investigation,” Larkin 
added. “A number of 
witnesses did come for-
ward.”

The penknife was locat-
ed inside a sewer grate 
near the school.

“With the assistance of 
the City of Waterloo, we 
were able to recover the 

knife,” Larkin said.
Police and school offi-

cials continue to investi-
gate the incident and are 
asking any witnesses to 
come forward with infor-
mation.

“We’re certainly coop-
erating with the police,” 
Bluevale principal Kathy 
Young told the Observer, 
declining to comment on 
the incident in detail be-
cause of the ongoing in-
vestigation. 

“Kids’ safety is of para-
mount importance. We 
used our video cameras 
and assured ourselves … 
the kids’ safety was never 
in any jeopardy through-
out the school.”

Video cameras line the 
school’s hallways.

Young refused com-
ment on whether or not 
the Elmira boy would 
be allowed back at the 
school, if released from 
police custody. However, 
violent attacks on school 
grounds generally result 
in suspension or expul-
sion, depending on the 
circumstances involved, 
she said.

Continued from cover

Penknife used in 
Waterloo stabbing

been across-wise, it would 
have carried that heat to 
the next trailer and we 
would have been in trou-
ble.”

The trailer and its con-
tents were completely 
destroyed in the blaze. 
Damage is estimated at 
$105,000. The woman, We-
ber noted, is insured for 
much of that.

It was likely a malfunc-
tioning light fixture inside 
the sun porch that started 
the blaze, he continued.

“She noticed there was a 

DESTROYED BY FIRE  This Martin Grove Village trailer sustained 
about $105,000 in damages early Monday morning (Jan. 24), including 
contents, after a fire broke out. A faulty sun porch light has been 
blamed for the blaze.
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The last hurrah
EDSS students say goodbye to favoured sports with performance at all-star game

A changing of the 
Elmira guards

Restricting fireworks 
in Wellesley

Internet ploy scams 
$18k from local biz

KYLE REA

Region to operate 
Wellesley water

Calla Studio
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The invitation came with short no-
tice, but there was no way two 
EDSS athletes were going to miss 
one last kick at the can. Ineligible 

to continue  playing basketball and volley-
ball respectively, Keri-Lyn Fehrenbach and 
Nate Bauman took to the courts one last 
time courtesy of regional all-star games 
last week.

Both Grade 12 students at Elmira District 
Secondary School, Fehrenbach and Bau-
man have ‘aged out’ of competition in their 
favoured high school sports.

Held Jan. 19 at Forest Heights Collegiate 
in Kitchener, the semi-annual games pit-
ted players from across Waterloo Region in 
head-to-head competition for one last meet-
ing of the year.

Each high school in the region sent at least 
one player for both basketball and volley-
ball; while most were placed on the main 
team squads, some – including Fehrenbach 
and Bauman – were listed as honourable-
mention players, a designation based on 
how far a school’s team advanced in the 
playoffs. The participants – everyone got 

to play – were split into two squads, one 
sporting light jerseys, the other dark.

The experience was not to be missed, 
said Fehrenbach, despite finding out she 
had been selected to play on Jan. 17, just 
two days before the game. That didn’t 
leave her much time to prepare, but along 
with her 14 teammates who made up the 
‘light’ squad, she helped defeat the ‘dark’ 
b-ballers by a score of 74-64. 

“It was really good … it was a really fast 
and competitive game,” said Fehrenbach, 
who was on EDSS’ Senior girls’ basketball 
team last fall. That team advanced to the 
playoffs, but was knocked out of the Cen-
tral Western Ontario Secondary Schools 
Association (CWOSSA) semifinal action 
back in November.

Despite a lack of prep time, Fehrenbach 
said she was pleased with her performance. 
“I was actually surprised since it’s been 
a few months since the basketball season 
ended. It was just really neat because you’re 
playing at a highly competitive level. It was 
a fast-paced game. It was fun to play again. 
I wanted to play more after that game – I 
couldn’t get enough of it.”

For Bauman, captain of the EDSS Senior 
boys volleyball squad, a posting to the all-

star team was even more exciting given it 
was the first such outing for volleyball.

Despite meeting his teammates – many 
of them former rivals – for the first time in 
a practice on Jan. 17, Bauman said every-
thing came together.

“It was kind of weird, but it was fun. It was 
neat to get back into it … to get out there 
and meet some new people.” 

A member of the ‘dark’ team, his squad was 
defeated two sets to one in the competition. 

For Bauman and Fehrenbach, this is their 
last year in competition. Bauman is gradu-
ating this year and is sorry to say goodbye 
to one of his favourite sports. “It’s kind of 
sad, but I had a good experience. I had some 
good games, I made some new friends, so it 
was really good.”

Fehrenbach is returning to EDSS for a 
fifth year, but her high school basketball 
career at least is over for now. 

“I’ll still be up for a pick-up game of bas-
ketball or something, but it won’t be in a 
league or anything.”

Both are still involved in the high school’s 
winter sports programs and will have a few 
more months of various athletic endeavors 
before they are completely done their high 
school sports careers. 

A quartet of police officers from Elmi-
ra’s 3A division headed to the city this 
month. Criminals, however, won’t have 
it any easier – an equal number of con-
stables have arrived.
New to the Woolwich and Wellesley 

beat are constables Heather Wilson, 
James Golden, Ben LaLonde and Jeff 
Baechler. All of whom come with at least 
three year experience with the Waterloo 
Regional Police force.
Now on patrol in Waterloo are former 

3Aers Wendy Griffiths (Bremner), Dave 
Nelson, James Perry and Richard Holland.

Efforts to curb vandalism in Welles-
ley township may soon see restrictions 
placed on the sale of fireworks. If ulti-
mately approved, a draft fireworks bylaw 
presented to the township’s recreation 
committee Tuesday evening (Jan. 25) 
would limit the fireworks sales to within 
10 days of Victoria Day and Canada Day.
The draft bylaw would also require store 

displays to contain no explosive materi-
als, limit fireworks to 25 kilograms and 
restrict their use to private property.
Prior to 1995, the township had a bylaw re-

stricting the sale of fireworks to the six days 
before Victoria Day. However that bylaw 
was repealed – deemed by the council-of-
the-day to be too restrictive to merchants 
– and a new one was not put in place.
Wellesley council will formally address 

the bylaw at a future meeting.

The Region of Waterloo has formerly 
taken over water and wastewater ser-
vices in Wellesley Township after a 
council meeting Jan. 26. Final approval 
is expected in March after it has been re-
viewed by township council. The region 
has managed Wellesley’s water services, 
on behalf of the township, since 2001. 

An Eramosa Township business is 
$18,000 poorer after dealings with an 
over seas customer, who contacted the 
business via email. The customer re-
quested parts and equipment be sent to 
him in Nigeria.
The emails started coming in July, OPP 

officials said, and continued for several 
months. The various emails contained 
more than 25 different credit card num-
bers, most of which were declined.
Anyone who suspects they may have 

been targeted by this, or a similar scam 
is encouraged to contact PhoneBusters 
at 1-888-495-8501. 

Because they CAER
Woolwich’s CAER group, the emergency 

response organization that includes ma-
jor industries such as Crompton Co, Sulco 
Chemicals and Safety Kleen, will receive 
a $5,000 grant from the township this 
year, council decided this week.
That donation will ramp up to $10,000 

by 2007, helping to cover costs such as 
information booklets.

Another tax-ing date
Interim tax bills in Wellesley township 

are due March 2 and May 4, the admin-
istration and finance committee decided 
this week. The bills represent half of a 
property owner’s 2004 taxes, paid in 
two equal installments.
The sole opposition to the dates came 

from Coun. Ron Hackett, who suggested  
they should be pushed back a month.

GLORY DAYS EDSS Athletes Keri-Lyn Fehrenbach and Nate Bauman took to the courts – basketball and volleyball, respectively – in a regional all-star match.
KYLE REA
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Every year, thousands of Ontarians stop smoking. 

For themselves. For their families. For life. 

You can too. So set your quit date. And for help, 

call Smokers’ Helpline: 1-877-513-5333.

You say you’d do anything for them? Prove it.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A house under con-
struction was 
robbed of seven 

exterior and 32 interior 
doors during an over-
night break-in Jan. 20. 
While the interior doors 
had yet to be installed 
in the Weimar Line resi-
dence, between Moser 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For the second season 
in a row, Wellesley 
Public School won’t 

be charged for ice time at 
the village arena, despite 
having been warned the 
long-standing freebee was 
ending. This time around, 
however, other township 
schools will be given the 
same courtesy.

Meeting Tuesday eve-
ning (Jan. 25), the Welles-
ley recreation committee 
agreed to allow schools 
in the township free use 
of municipal arenas until 
April 15. 

After that, schools will 
have to pay $50 per hour 
for ice rentals. The deci-

Schools get free ice rentals in Wellesley Township
Fees waived for the season despite council’s previous warning of payment required

sion came after Wellesley 
PS gym teacher Shelly 
Faulhafer told council 
she’d been blindsided by 
the fee, which she was told 
would start early in Feb-
ruary.

In November, she re-
ported, the township’s for-
mer recreation director 
told her ice rentals would 
continue to be free until a 
new discounted ice rental 
policy was approved by 
council – which hasn’t 
happened yet. As such, 
that’s what she expected 
when the school’s physical 
education dollars were al-
located and letters about 
skating were sent to par-
ents.

“We planned and ar-
ranged skating times … 

then Friday (Jan. 21) I was 
told that as of February it 
would probably not be free. 
Which causes a little bit of 
a problem … because we 
haven’t even considered 
the cost,” she explained.

“It’s hard to all of a sud-
den say to the kids ‘we 
don’t have the funding, so 
we’re not going to skate.’”

Having faced a similar 
request last year, commit-
tee members were reluc-
tant to support the free 
ice time. However, several 
stated a desire not to pun-
ish the students who are 
caught in the middle.

Last February, council 
agreed to give the school 
free use of the rink – but 
not other schools in the 
township – and started 

negotiating a recipro-
cal-use agreement with 
the Waterloo Region Dis-
trict School Board, which 
would have allowed com-
munity groups free use of 
the school in exchange for 
ice time. Those talks, how-
ever, failed to result in an 
agreement.

Since then, the provincial 
government has begun 
providing school boards 
funding to cover the cost of 
allowing community use 
of facilities. That funding, 
said councillors, shines a 
new light on the recipro-
cal-use arrangement be-
tween the township and 
the school board.

“There has been money 
made available that could 
be manipulated to pro-

vide a program for you 
to do skating. … I think 
it should be incumbent 
upon the people running 
your school to see that the 
money is allocated,” May-
or Ross Kelterborn told 
Faulhafer.

“They (school board) are 
getting paid and we’re not 
– that’s the bottom line,” 
added township chief ad-
ministrative officer Susan 
Duke.

But the $508,000 the 
school board received to 
cover the cost of commu-
nity use can’t be used to 
pay for anything outside 
of that scope, including ice 
time, explained George 
Barnard, superintendent 
of business services for 
the board.

“I cannot go buy more 
ice time or pool time. I 
would love to be able to 
do that, but we have no 
mechanism by which we 
can direct that money for 
our kids to use munici-
pal facilities,” he told the 
Observer, explaining the 
funds were actually fun-
neled to school boards 
through the Ministry of 
Tourism and Recreation. 

“The ministry was fairly 
direct in what they wanted 
to see.”

All of the funds, he added, 
are being used to subsidize 
not-for-profit groups using 
school facilities. However, 
the board is open to dis-
cussing a reciprocal-use 
agreement with the town-
ship.

Thieves make off with 39 brand new doors
Police investigate possible links to the housing industry after Weimar Line break-in

Young and Maplewood 
roads, thieves had to un-
hinge the exterior doors 
before making their get-
away.

A flatbed trailer – with 
four large sheets of ply-
wood on it – was also tak-
en from the scene, as was 
a box of 25 hinges.

“It’s a custom-built 
home. I would say that 
the doors were of pretty 

good quality,” explained 
Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Sgt. Gary McDowell 
of New Hamburg’s 1A 
division. “I don’t know 
if you could put 39 doors 
[in one trailer]. I think 
they would have to have 
another vehicle that they 
came with.”

The interior doors were 
taken from inside the 
residence, which sits 

about 500 metres off the 
roadway and isn’t visible 
to passersby. In order to 
gain access to the resi-
dence, the thieves first 
cut away a combination 
lock that secured a road-
side gate.

While there were sev-
eral tools at the residence 
– including a cordless 
drill believed used to un-
hinge the exterior doors 

– none were taken. Foren-
sic identification officers 
were called to the scene 
and continue to evaluate 
evidence.

The value of the miss-
ing items is estimated at 
$17,000.

Police continue to inves-
tigate the break-in and 
whether or not the theft 
is connected to the con-
struction business.

“That, obviously, is 
part of our investiga-
tion. It’s not the most 
usual item; construc-
tion sites are often a tar-
get for tools, which are 
reasonably easy to put 
into the black market,” 
added Staff Sgt. Bryan 
Larkin. “Doors are not 
necessarily one of the 
easiest things to turn 
over.”
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Council’s decision came, 
however, despite a request 
from the Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
to put off a decision until 
June, giving the group 
time to make a proposal 
of its own. While open to 
input from the BIA, coun-
cillors opted for enforce-
ment, expecting Elmira 
businesses to conform to 
the laws.

“If the BIA wants to 
bring us any proposals 
at a future date, we’ll be 
quite happy to look at 
them. For now, I’d like to 
see this [policy] passed 
and the signs removed,” 
said Coun. Ruby Weber.

“What the BIA appears 
to be asking for is forgive-
ness rather than permis-
sion to do some things that 
were done, and I’ve never 
been one to condone that 
– I’d like to see the slate 
wiped clean, with all of 
the illegal signs removed 
between now and April,” 
Bauman added.

BIA executive member 
Hugh Weltz called coun-
cillors “out to lunch” for 
measures he said will hurt 
business owners, many of 
whom rely on signs to pro-
mote their operations.

“They keep saying 
they’re supporting the 
downtown and business 
in Elmira, and what they 
do is take away whatever 
ability we have to ad-
vertise – signage is part 
of advertising. That’s 
the name of the game 
– they’re out to lunch,” he 
told the Observer Jan. 26.

Holding off on the deci-
sion, Weltz added, would 
have given the BIA time to 
find some middle ground. 
The group had planned to 
visit other communities 
to investigate the use of 
directional signs, bring-
ing back a report and 
photographs for council’s 
consideration by the end 
of June.

Council’s decision does 
not preclude the BIA 
from making a submis-

sion, however, noted 
clerk Christine Brough-
ton. Woolwich is current-
ly waiting on Waterloo 
Region to finalize its new 
sign bylaw – expected in 
March or April – before 
launching a review of its 
own, looking perhaps to 
mesh the two bylaws so 
there is a standard for 
signs on both township 
and regional roads.

In fact, in approving the 
policy change this week, 
council called for public 
input during the planned 
review, prompting Bau-
man to quip that the 
township’s new measures 
would likely provide some 
measure of feedback right 
off the mark.

“I think enforcement 
will be one way that we 
will involve other people 
in the process, it will 
wake some people up. I 
would encourage staff to 
start enforcing the bylaw 
– that will get more pub-
lic input than us making 
an appeal.”

Continued from cover

BIA opposed to council stance

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Crompton Co. offi-
cials are pointing to 
equipment problems 

as the cause of a recent 
increase in the amount 
of contaminants in their 
treatment system. During 
routine testing of Cromp-
ton’s E7 well on Jan. 11, 
samples of nitrosodimeth-
ylamine (NDMA) turned 
up at higher-than-expect-
ed levels. 

“We have had several 
months of non-detect 
results for NDMA for 

Equipment failure results in elevated levels of NDMA in Crompton’s treatment system
E7, but that ended a few 
weeks ago,” said Cromp-
ton environmental engi-
neer Jeff Merriman, ad-
dressing the Crompton 
Public Advisory Commit-
tee (CPAC) Jan. 24. 

He noted that when the 
results came back on Jan. 
18, they indicated NDMA 
levels were 0.07 micro-
grams – twice the levels 
allowed under an order 
issued in 1991 by the Min-
istry of the Environment.

“The [draft control or-
der] certificate of approv-
al requires us, when we 
receive a result like that 

to resample within 48 
hours,” explained Merri-
man, adding the compa-
ny examined a pump on 
Jan. 19 and found that an 
air line connecting parts 
of the system had failed. 

“We repaired the equip-
ment and retested the 
next morning. The results 
came back and they were 
also high … [so] we shut 
the system off.”

The system was shut 
down Jan. 21 and their ser-
vice contractor – Calgon 
– was called in to repair 
a number of UV lamps 
Wednesday; the company 

Water-treatment setback deemed minor
then received the MOE ap-
proval needed to restart 
the system on Thursday.

Members of CPAC deem 
the NDMA increase as 
only a minor concern 
as long as it remained a 
short-term problem with 
the pump-and-treat sys-
tem.

“If it’s short term, it’s 
not much of a problem be-
cause NDMA breaks down 
fairly quickly,” said Susan 
Bryant, head of Assuring 
Protection for Tomorrow’s 
Environment. “It’s not 
like they were way over 
the limit [so] it’s not a big 

issue as long as it doesn’t 
go on for awhile.”

But this was not the only 
problem with pump E7: 
according to the Decem-
ber report as prepared by 
Conestoga-Rovers Associ-
ates, the western limit of 
the NDMA plume in the 
municipal lower aquifer 
may not be contained. 

Bryant explained that E7 
is a containment well that 
keeps the outer edge of 
the contaminant plume in 
lower municipal aquifer 
from moving; any prob-
lems with the well, includ-
ing low pumping rates, are 

sure to raise a red flag for 
CPAC members.

“Not allowing the con-
tamination to move any 
further is certainly a con-
cern for CPAC,” said com-
mittee chair Pat McLean.

Bryant added that any 
part of the plume beyond 
the capture zone would 
probably be drawn back 
to the site once the offsite 
wells have been turned 
on. 

Merriman told CPAC he 
will be looking into E7 
and will present a report 
before the committee at its 
Mar. 24 meeting. 

Region approves 3.9% tax increase
“Placed in the larger context, we’ve done very well,” says Seiling

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While most resi-
dents across the 
region will see 

their property taxes go 
up this year, thanks to a 
3.9-per-cent hike set by 
Waterloo Region council, 
Woolwich residents will 
not. Taxpayers, in fact, 
may even see a slight 
decrease on the regional 
side of their taxes because  

transit charges among 
the townships have been 
levelled off, says regional 
Chair Ken Seiling.

Regional council ap-
proved the 2005 budget 
Wednesday (Jan. 26).

“I must say I feel pretty 
good, given the fact that 
most other major mu-
nicipalities in Ontario 
are still struggling in 
the eight-to-12 per cent 
range,” he said, noting 
growth municipalities 

such as Waterloo Region 
continue to feel the pres-
sure of under-funded 
provincial downloading 
of services over the past 
few years, as well as “the 
huge deficit in infrastruc-
ture money we’ve had 
over the last two years.

“Placed in the larger 
context, we’ve done very 
well.”

More than half of the 
increase (2.1 per cent) is 
dedicated to expanding 

police services in the re-
gion. The rest of the in-
crease is slated to cover 
the cost of repairing more 
roads, expand transit ser-
vices and improving care 
for children and seniors. 
Public health, social ser-
vices and community 
grant programs will also 
be increased.

“It’s a reasonable bud-
get in the context of the 
times,” Seiling suggest-
ed.

When combined with the 
levelling of transit charg-
es, the budget means 
Woolwich residents will 
actually see their taxes 
go down by “a couple dol-
lars,” he added.

Woolwich residents are 
looking at a 2.9 per cent 
increase to the munici-
pality’s portion of prop-
erty tax bills – though 
council has yet to ap-
prove its 2005 budget. If 
ultimately approved, the 

hike would mean another 
$12 in taxes for township 
residents with home val-
ued at the average level of 
$183,000.

Wellesley council has 
yet to begin formal bud-
get discussions.

The region accounts for 
half of the property taxes 
paid; with 20 per cent go-
ing to the municipality 
and the remaining 30 per 
cent set by the province 
for education.

WINNER OF MORE INDUSTRY AWARDS THAN
ANY OTHER WEEKLY IN WATERLOO REGION.
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For now, I’d like to see this [policy] passed and the signs 
removed.

Coun. Ruby Weber takes aim at the growing number of 
roadside signs as Woolwich council this week approved a 
policy to step up enforcement of its bylaws.

» Sounding the alarm
Finding the good in a bad-news sto-
ry, Woolwich firefighters got to see 
the fruits of their labours in the de-
partment’s smoke-detector inspec-
tion program. That work is seen as a 
factor in preventing a tragedy at this 
week’s trailer fire near St. Jacobs.

» Statistics that hit home
Another report this week, this one 
from StatsCan, shows Canadian 
wages have been stagnant for years. 
Worse still, entry-level jobs are lower 
paying and less secure than they were 
20 years ago. This in a period where 
the economy grew by 30 per cent. 

» Just the facts
Misappropriated. Misspent. Stolen. 
Call it what you will, the federal ad-
scam fiasco saw millions of tax dollars 
go where they ought not to have gone.  
All of former PM Jean Chrétien’s legal 
challenges about the Gomery inquiry 
cannot cover up that fact.

Customer service ain’t like it used to be
���������

������
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

There’s no ‘W’ 
in statesmanship

Sign-ing on to 
an aesthetic

As you know, the 
wife is forever 
draggin’ me out 

to go shoppin’, like the 
entire world economy 
depends on her goin’ out 
and spendin’ my money. 
Come to think of it, it 
probably does, what with 
all the crap she keeps 
bringin’ home.

Anyways, that’s a sto-
ry for another day. No, 
what’s really got my 
goat right now is reali-
zin’ just how many folks 
who work in stores don’t 
know their place. First 
off, half the shops you 
go into ain’t got no one 
around if you do need 
help, while the other half 
is full of people hoverin’ 
around like you’re gonna 
walk out with that sofa 
tucked in your pants. 
Either way, you’re right 
out of luck if you’ve got a 
question – the only infor-
mation you’re gonna get 
is what’s on the tag, help 
or no help.

Is it me, or is them sales-
people gettin’ dumber as 
well as younger?

Somebody ought to tell 
‘em their job, just like in 
a restaurant, is to wait 
on people: to help ‘em 
out, do their biddin’ and 
make ‘em happy. End of 
story. It certainly ain’t 

the other way around, 
though many of them so-
called “customer service” 
folks seem to think they 
is doin’ you a favour just 
by talkin’ to you – they 
certainly ain’t gonna do 
no more. My favourite 
thing is runnin’ into the 
shop and waitin’ forever 
while some little Britta-
ny girl finishes talkin’ to 
her friend on the phone – 
Heaven forbid she should 
put down the phone and 
do her job.

I remember when folks 
in the shops was happy 
to help out, just glad to 
have a job – there weren’t 
no laziness goin’ on since 
folks knew which side of 
the bread got the butter.
WET PLUS FREEZING COLD 

EQUALS ICE, DIMWIT!
Now, if headin’ out to 

deal with the store clerks 
weren’t bad enough, last 
week I ran across some 
real dumbass. Actually, 
I wish I’d run across the 
dimmy dimwit, ‘cause I’d 
have given him a piece of 
my mind … not to mention 
a taste of my boot. Instead, 
I just had to deal with the 

mess he left behind.
If you’re like me, you 

ain’t none too pleased by 
comin’ back to your car 
to find someone’s gone 
and slipped some flyer 
under the wiper. But here 
it is colder than the wife 
after you’ve told her what 
you really think of her 
mother and someone’s 
come along and slapped 
some paper up against 
the windshield – the one 
that was wet when the 
car was nice and hot, but 
ain’t nothin’ but ice now.

So here I am havin’ to 
scrape off not just the ice, 
but a whole wad of gooey 
paper that is nicely glued 
onto the glass. What’s 
worse is I don’t know who 
done it, and the paper 
ain’t nothin’ but chunky 
bits so I can’t figure out 
which company is re-
sponsible for sendin’ out 
the spit-for-brains fella in 
the first place.

Don’t they teach kids 
no common sense these 
days?

On the good side, I got 
another excuse to tell 
the wife we ain’t goin’ 

shoppin’, or at least to let 
her go wanderin’ around 
– minus my chequebook, 
thank you – while I wait 
in the car, keepin’ it run-
nin’ nice and warm.
IMPRISONED TERRORISTS 

GOT IT BETTER THAN MOST
I seen how some folks 

– well, tree-huggin’ lefty 
types – is grousin’ again 
about them prisoners the 
Yanks is keepin’ in that 
Guantanamo Bay com-
pound. Don’t they know 
them lowlifes is terror-
ists? What are we sup-
posed to do, give ‘em a 
nice big hug and tell ‘em 
not to do it again?

There’s no way in Ha-
des we is gonna coddle 
the likes of them. And, 
just think, there they is 
with free room and board 
in Cuba, where plenty of 
folks pony up big dollars 
to go even though it’s a 
communist outpost.

Anybody complain’ 
about what they is doin’ 
with terrorists is the 
same bunch that would 
have us throw a big party 
for Osama. Hell, maybe 
we could invite Hitler, 
Mussolini and Stalin 
while we’re at it – if it was 
left up the likes of the 
bleedin’ hearts, they’d all 
still be in power, runnin’ 
us all amok today.

Like the mail that comes to your door, or the as-
sortment of information that arrives in your 
‘inbox,’ roadside signs can be useful, infor-
mative, junk or just plain annoying. In some 

cases, the label is in the eye of the beholder.
With junk mail – snail or electronic – we can do 

something to reduce the flow, or at least mitigate what 
we see. The same is not true, however, of the growing 
legions of roadside signs: they’re in place for all to see, 
all the time. We can try to tune them out, but that can 
lead to bigger, brighter signs as someone attempts to 
draw our attention away from other signs … perhaps 
even from the road itself.

Treading on ground well travelled in other commu-
nities – Scottsdale, Arizona, for instance, has a volun-
teer group that goes around removing unauthorized 
signs in a system akin to adopt-a-road programs in 
place here – Woolwich council is trying to reduce the 
number of signs cluttering our roadways. In essence, 
the township is looking to step up enforcement, acting 
as a filter on what we see on the landscape.

This has, understandably, raised concerns at the 
Elmira BIA: its mandate is to promote business, and 
signs are a part of doing business. That said, the town-
ship’s first priority must be to reduce the visual pollu-
tion – tackling billboards would also help the cause. 

Working with the BIA and other township businesses 
would help develop a strategy; no one should suggest 
the total elimination of directional and promotional 
signs, but it’s clearly in everyone’s interest to reduce 
the number, say by consolidation, and to make the re-
maining signs more attractive. Doing so would serve 
the public, from both an aesthetic and a usability per-
spective. And businesses would find their signs carry 
more impact as their message no longer gets lost in the 
clutter and visual one-upmanship that exists today.

With any luck, the first step down the road to a more 
eye-pleasing landscape may be the catalyst to more of 
the same on other fronts.

Just a week into U.S. President George W. Bush’s 
second term and we’re already experiencing 
the surreal creative governance that was his 
hallmark in the first four years.

Hard on the heels of Bush’s we’ve-learned-nothing-
from-the-first-term inaugural address – in which he 
essentially pledged to export American values, like or 
lump it – the U.S. saw the largest one-day loss of life 
in its ill-fated occupation of Iraq. As well, violence is 
escalating in the run-up to Sunday’s Iraqi elections, 
destined to be an epic mess. 

Ironically, the administration is seeking to pour 
another $80 billion into the quagmire of its own mak-
ing, but continues to stifle bi-partisan Congressional 
efforts to legalize the importation of pharmaceuticals 
from Canada. Supporters of the move say it would cut 
drug costs in half, a significant benefit in the country 
with the world’s highest drug prices where some 45 
million people have no health coverage.

Also this week, Bush backpedaled from a policy 
whereby his administration essentially paid some 
“journalists” to promote its right-wing agenda, largely 
driven by the formerly ostracized evangelical extrem-
ists now setting policy under Dubya’s reign.

It’s going to be another interesting four years.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“With the region hiking taxes by 
3.9% to pay for police and other 
service upgrades, do you think 

Woolwich’s 2.9% hike is adequate 
to cover its own increases?”

Karen
Ziegler

“I think it is as 
long as every-
thing that they 
say they are 
going to do is 
covered and is 
going to be bet-
ter. Then I think 
it’s OK.”

Cleason
Bowman

“It might, if they 
spend it in the 
right place.”

Agnes
Jamison

“They could 
have done with 
a little less (of 
an increase), 
but it’s not a 
huge increase.”

Sallie
Brown

“I don’t know 
what it would 
do for the in-
frastructure, but 
the increase is 
not huge for 
any municipal-
ity. And every 
little bit helps.”

WITH MORE THAN A LITTLE PUBLIC SUPPORT, WOOLWICH COUNCILLORS FIND THEY’RE 
ENJOYING THE NEW, PROACTIVE POLICY ON DEALING WITH ROADSIDE SIGNS.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Woolwich councillors 
miss the point as 
incompetence abounds

▼ See WOOLWICH page 8

To the Editor,
Our local government 

representatives really 
need to give their heads 
a serious shake; I was ap-
palled at the news thrown 
at us by last week’s Ob-
server.

First, we’re faced with 
a tax increase. That, of 
course, would be com-
pletely unnecessary if 
we’d kept the raceway in 
town, complete with slot 
revenues, but the incom-
petence of our council let 
that slip through our fin-
gers.

Even more frustrating 
is that water rates are go-
ing down. Tax increases 
make nobody happy ex-
cept the government, but 
at least if water rates 

went up, conservation 
would be encouraged. By 
raising taxes and slash-
ing water rates, they’ve 
gone in the complete op-
posite direction of com-
mon sense.

I also read last week 
that the Woolwich coun-
cil voted – if you can be-
lieve this – to ban wind 
turbines in the township. 
Yes, they’re halting any 
innovation on the part 
of Woolwich residents in 
the area of wind power.

Why? Because they 
worry that it’s not prop-
erly “regulated” yet. I’d 
hazard a guess that just 
means that they cannot 
yet tax wind power. What 
a tremendous shame.

What backward deci-
sion making. It’s things 
like this that really make 
me hope the GST rebate 

��������������

����������������

���������������������������

How do you solve a problem like Shariah?
When presented 

with a political 
football – the 

controversial request by 
some Ontario Muslims 
to give legal recognition 
to Shariah-based arbi-
tration panels – Premier 
Dalton McGuinty has 
chosen to hand it off to a 
member of another team. 
Normally in politics (or 
football), that kind of 
move would be seen as 
an embarrassing fumble. 
In this case, however, it 
was a calculated politi-
cal strategy, designed to 
leave the members of 
that other team unable 
to decide whether they 
are supposed to tackle or 
block.

Tortured sporting meta-
phors aside, it is clear 
that Dalton McGuinty 
asked former NDP attor-
ney general Marion Boyd 
to make recommenda-
tions on this issue spe-
cifically so that he could 
shield himself from po-
tential attacks from both 
New Democrats and femi-
nists. 

And, given the poten-
tial ramifications of this 

change to the justice sys-
tem, he had good reason 
to worry about such at-
tacks. 

Under the circumstanc-
es, however, the current 
NDP caucus at Queen’s 
Park has yet to take a 
position on Boyd’s report 
– which, without using 
the word Shariah, recom-
mends that arbitrators be 
allowed to use “Muslim 
principles.” This uncer-
tainty on the part of the 
opposition (the Conserva-
tives being largely irrel-
evant on this and other 
issues of the day) has con-
veniently obscured the 
fact that the government 
itself has yet to take a po-
sition on the issue.

Some background on the 
issue would be useful. 

In 1991, when NDP Lead-
er Howard Hampton was 
attorney general (Boyd as-
sumed that role in 1993), 
the province’s Arbitra-
tion Act was amended to 
allow parties who agreed 
to step outside of the court 
system to resolve their 
disputes. At the time, it 
seemed like a good way 
to free up crowded court 

rooms and reduce the cost 
of settling legal disputes. 
What was not widely pub-
licized at the time (I’m a 
political junkie, and I’ll 
confess that I missed it) 
was that the amended 
law also opened the door 
for certain religions to 
substitute religious doc-
trine for Ontario law – if 
both parties to a dispute 
agreed. 

Those Muslims who 
have argued for Shariah-
based arbitration (and, 
as I note below, there are 
many Muslims who op-
pose the idea) point out 
that it seems unfair to 
grant the right to have 
arbitrators apply reli-
gious doctrines for Cath-
olics and Jews, but not for 
Muslims. Boyd seems to 
have found this argument 
persuasive, although it 
would have been equally 
possible for her to recom-
mend that, in the future, 
all arbitration panels use 

Ontario law alone when 
settling disputes. 

For a number of rea-
sons, that is an option 
that I and many others 
would have preferred.

The concept of Sha-
riah is so loosely de-
fined (though not quite 
as loosely defined as the 
“Muslim principles” that 
Boyd’s report recom-
mends be applied) that 
there are many different 
interpretations of what it 
would mean if practiced 
in Ontario. 

As BBC reporter Mi-
chael Gallagher wrote in 
2000, “When many non-
Muslims think of the 
Shariah, they often con-
jure up an image of a pub-
lic beheading or amputa-
tion. However, Shariah 
differs enormously in its 
various implementations 
throughout the Islamic 
world. …. Applied fully, 
the Shariah extends 
well beyond the sphere 

of criminal justice. It is 
a code for living that all 
Muslims should adhere 
to, including prayers, 
fasting and donations to 
the poor.” 

While no one seriously 
believes that public ston-
ings will be coming to 
Ontario if Boyd’s rec-
ommendations are ad-
opted, there are serious 
concerns about how the 
application of Shariah 
would affect the rights of 
Muslim women – just as 
there are legitimate ques-
tions about how doctrine 
from other religions can 
and often does discrimi-
nate against women.

And, significantly, 
many of those concerns 
are being expressed by 
Muslim women them-
selves. For example, 
Alia Hogben, executive 
director of the Canadian 
Council of Muslim Wom-
en (CCMW), writes the 
following in a letter to 
McGuinty and Attorney 
General Michael Bryant, 
published in the Toronto 
Star:

“Ms Boyd heard from 
the proponents of the use 

of religious arbitration 
that they are exercising 
their right to religious 
freedom. CCMW believes 
that the rights of the per-
son, in this instance the 
rights of women, under 
the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms 
must be considered first 
and foremost as they 
protect the fundamental 
rights of the individual.  
These rights include 
equal treatment before 
the law. … We recognize 
that members of all faith 
groups rely on their fami-
lies and religious com-
munities to mediate and 
settle disputes. Most fam-
ily law disputes are re-
solved outside the courts 
and in contentious situa-
tions, mediation and ar-
bitration by a third party 
might be sought, without 
going to a religious court 
or tribunal. Sanctioning 
the use of religious laws 
under the Arbitration 
Act will provide legitima-
cy to practices that are 
abhorred by fair-minded 
Canadians, including 
Muslim women.” 

▼ SeePIATKOWSKI page 8
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Woolwich responsible 
if Kyoto not achieved

Canadian Cancer Society’s
Waterloo Region Unit

Invites you to join our volunteer team!

Immediate openings in Elmira for:

Daffodil Day Volunteers

Residential Canvassers

Volunteer Council Members

Relay For Life Volunteers

Together, Let’s Make Cancer History

Canadian Cancer Society’s Waterloo Region Unit
(519) 886-8888
www.cancer.ca

HELP 
FIGHT 

CANCER IN 
ELMIRA!

to municipalities coming 
from upper governments 
goes to the region, not to 
the townships. At least 
the region pursues wise 
initiatives such as light 
rail transit. 

Most likely funds to 
the township would go 
to pay increases for our 
councillors. They’ve got 
to reward themselves 
for enacting such vital 
legislation as making it 
a crime to put up an en-
vironmentally friendly 
wind turbine.

I hope Woolwich council 
is satisfied; they’re doing 
their part to destroy Can-
ada’s attempt to achieve 
its Kyoto targets.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

Show a little respect 
when sharing your 
opinions, please

To the Editor
In regard to his column 

(Mind Over Matter, Ob-
server, Jan. 22/05) Uncle 
Bob should explain what 
he meant by some of his 
phrases in his recent col-
umn, including : “... folks 
in lesser parts of the 
world...,” “proper democ-
racy,” “the likes of them 
people,” “decent folk,” 
“right-thinking people 
... and good folk,” and “if 
Stephen Harper had won 
like he ought to.”

Is he suggesting that 
people in India are some-
how “lesser” than Cana-
dians and that a “proper 
democracy” and election 
are ones with results that 
reflect his views only? 
Surely he understands 
how a democracy works?

What exactly is his defi-
nition of “right think-
ing” and “decent folk”? 

Are these people only the 
ones that share his view 
of the world?

A democracy such as 
Canada has room for 
many divergent views 
and perspectives. People 
can disagree, but should 
do so with respect for 
other viewpoints. “Uncle 
Bob” can disagree with 
same-sex marriage but 
he should be respectful 
and civil in doing so.

Dorothy McCabe
Wellesley

Intolerance and 
bigotry are anything 
but decent, Uncle Bob

To the Editor,
Content aside, I find Un-

cle Bob’s try-hard-to-be-
quaint column painful to 
read at best.

Last week’s article 
(Mind Over Matter, Ob-
server, Jan. 22/05) “Same 
sex thing gets more em-
barrassin’,” however, sur-
passes illiterate.

It certainly doesn’t help 
when Boyd – for whom I 
generally have a ton of 
respect – answers these 
questions with the curi-
ous suggestion that the 
principle of “consumer 
beware” be adopted 
by concerned Muslim 
women. In my opinion, 
the time for all potential 
“consumers” of the jus-
tice system to be aware is 
now, when the issue of re-
ligious-based arbitration 
is again under consider-
ation. We should demand 
that the justice system 
– including any alterna-
tive dispute resolution 
– be based on one set of 
laws for all.
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You don’t have to be 
an advocate of same sex 
marriage to be slapped in 
the face with this offen-
sive article that screams 
intolerance and bigotry 
and is anything but de-
cent. 

I don’t know who he is 
referring to by “the de-
cent people back home,” 
but one thing I do know 
is that Uncle Bob should 
be embarrassed.

Ingrid McKay
Elmira

Uncle Bob has it right, 
Martin is wrong,  
in same-sex debate
To the Editor,
I just wanted to congrat-

ulate Uncle Bob on his 
latest article (Mind Over 
Matter, Observer, Jan. 
22/05) “Same sex thing 
gets more embarras-
sin’.” He has shown how 
Martin put egg on his 
face on his photo-op trip, 
and truly has embarased 

Canadians with his use 
of the Charter of Rights 
where, as Uncle Bob put 
it, “there ain’t no cause 
for them same-sex types 
to get hitched.”

I’d also like to comment 
on Scott Piatkowski’s arti-
cle (Left of Centre, Observ-
er, Jan 22/05) “Principles 
don’t have to be costly for 
politicians.” The author 
states that Kerry didn’t 
lose because of his stance 
supporting homosexual 
marriage and abortion 
when clearly, Christian 
voters who didn’t vote 
in the previous election, 
came out in droves and 
proved him wrong. 

As well, voters were 
polled as to what the big-
gest issue was in the elec-
tion, and morals and val-
ues won out. I don’t know 
why this author doesn’t 
actually look at fact rather 
than his slant. Regardless 
of your political views, you 
have to try to be objective, 

which obviously this au-
thor isn’t capable of doing.

Sean P Hogan
Ottawa

Continued from page 7
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Four business nominated for Excellence Awards Woolwich backs Wellesley redemption plan A whole lot of haulin’ goin’ on
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Investment in technology, 
tax cuts key to prosperity

Local chamber writes a prescription for Waterloo Region’s economic health

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The recent sale of the 
Nutrite fertilizer brand 
name will have no im-

pact on Elmira manufac-
turer’s deal with neighbour 
Crompton Co. to treat ammo-
nia in the town’s groundwa-

Nutrite purchased by Quebec-based company
Company will honour commitment to employees, community and environment, says president

ter, says a company official.
In fact, Yara Canada presi-

dent Gilles Payette, said it will 
remain pretty much business 
as usual at the Union Street 
facility; despite the sale to Que-
bec-based Fertichem Inc., the 
local plant remains property of 
Yara, holder of the Hydro-Agri 
moniker.

As part of the November deal, 
both companies agreed to en-
sure the continued operation 
of the Elmira facility with as 
little disruption to employees 
as possible. 

“For the time being, it (Nu-
trite) will continue as in the 
past with the same number of 
people,” said Payette. He added 

that his company sold Nutrite 
because they felt it didn’t fit 
in with its international busi-
ness.

Yara initially purchased Nu-
trite Canada in 1996.

Ownership of the Elmira site 
was retained due to ongoing 
agreements between Yara and 
Crompton, including one last 

summer to clean up ammonia 
in local groundwater. 

“We will honour our commit-
ment to the community, our 
neighbours and the environ-
ment by fully complying with 
the agreement,” said Payette, 
referring to a control order 
issued by the Ministry of the 
Environment in July 2002. 

A number of local businesses have made the short list for the Greater KW 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual Business Excellence Awards on Feb 24. 
Trim Masters, Martin’s Family Fruit Farm, Next Energy Solutions and Man-
fred Conrad of The Cora Group have been nominated for awards.

Woolwich council this week approved Wellesley Township’s plan to re-
deem up to $2 million of the senior debt it holds in Waterloo North Hydro, 
pending COMRIF funding for Wellesley roads projects. The utility is jointly 
owned by the city (73.2%), Woolwich (20.2%) and Wellesley (6.6%). 

Two Heidelberg-area gravel pits were approved for increases to the quantity 
of gravel removed from their sites. The Ministry of Natural Resources issued 
permits for  Preston Sand and Gravel to increase to 1,000,000 tonnes from 
500,000 annually and Steed & Evans to 1,300,000 tonnes from 850,000.

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce has a pre-
scription for Waterloo 

Region’s economic well-being: 
promote development and in-
novation, while scrapping the 
capital tax in order to encour-
age prosperity.

The business organization 
spelled out those recommen-
dations this month with pre-
budget reports to both the pro-
vincial government and the 
Region of Waterloo.

“Each year we prepare a pre-
budget consultation, which ba-
sically outlines from the busi-
ness community’s perspective 
what recommendations we 
have in terms of fiscal policy,” 
said chamber president Todd 
Letts. “This one in particular 
has a focus on prosperity.”

“For a number of years now, 
we have been touting Woolwich 
Township as having an incred-
ibly important role in the region-
al economy, particularly the land 
around the airport,”  he said, 
adding the main focus of his sub-
mission to the region was the de-
velopment of employment lands, 
located principally in Woolwich.

To speed that process along, 
Letts encourages regional 
council to advance infrastruc-
ture programs – including 
water and sewer extensions 

into Woolwich, allowing for 
fast-tracked development in 
the Breslau area. With the re-
gion quickly running out of 
properties suitable for large in-
dustries, the township has the 
largest store of land.

“Currently we’re at a competi-
tive disadvantage for attract-
ing investment and companies 
for large parcels of land … 
it’s those opportunities that I 
think Woolwich and the region 
are primed to take advantage of 
if we can bring about [serviced 
lots] as soon as possible.”

But a shortage of prime indus-
trial land is not the only hurdle 
business faces, he added.

“Manufacturers in Elmira 
and across Waterloo Region are 
having to navigate some very 
challenging times – our man-
ufacturers are getting their 
profit margins attacked on all 
sides,” Letts said of regulatory 
and taxation policies.

Nonetheless, “they’re doing a 
very good job at trying to keep 
jobs here in Waterloo Region,” 
he added of local business.

The chamber offers up two 
ways the province can sup-
port the manufacturing sector, 
which makes up 26 per cent of 
the labour force in Waterloo 
Region: focus on the innovative 
technologies and eliminate the 
province’s capital tax. 

“One of the ways that they (the 
province) can compete is … 
ensuring that they are invest-

ing in new equipment and new 
technologies, but this capital 
tax actually penalizes and taxes 
new investment in equipment 
and new technologies, which 
seems counterproductive in the 
environment that Ontario and 
Waterloo Region in particular 
operate,” said Letts. 

“They have agreed to do this 
(eliminate the capital tax) by 
2008, but we’re suggesting that 
they do it this year and in this 
budget, so that manufacturers 
can invest more in equipment 
and be more productive.”

Letts said the cost to the prov-
ince for eliminating the capi-
tal tax would be slightly more 
than one per cent. 

“It’s something that’s doable. I 
like to play in the realm of the 
realistic, so it would help out a 
lot of manufacturers at not that 
much of a cost to the province.”

In all, the chamber presented 
30 submissions to the provincial 
government’s finance committee. 

“All of them focused on pros-
perity and moving up the intel-
ligence curve by investing in 
people, technologies, and revi-
talizing old industrial areas so 
we can develop new stuff and it 
will be much easier on the mu-
nicipal tax books,” said Letts, 
who added that educational 
initiatives and infrastructure 
projects such as the new Hwy. 
7 route linking Kitchener and 
Guelph are key to long-term 
economic health. 

THE MAN WITH THE PLAN Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce 
president Todd Letts has a few words of advice for provincial Finance Minister Greg 
Sorbara, who appeared at a chamber function yesterday.
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Bantam LLs play second fiddle to Walkerton Looking for municipal support Rockets ring in with another win

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two of the worst teams in the 
league proved to be just the right 
tonic for the Sugar Kings’ ills as 
the Elmira squad bounced back 

from a five-game losing skid.
While the Kings started off last weekend 

with a hard-fought 2-1 loss to Owen Sound 
– despite out-shooting the Greys 42-26 
– they quickly followed that up with two 
victories. The change of fortune shows 
that the local lads haven’t lost their hock-
ey spirit, suggested coach John East. 

The loss on the road was followed by a 
more successful trips to Guelph Jan. 22 
(a 6-3 win) and a 4-1 besting of Brantford 
at the Elmira barn Sunday.

“We had a little exorcism in Guelph … 
on the sticks and gloves and we were able 
to score six. That seemed to do the trick 
for us. We just told the guys to go out 

Snapping the streak
After five losses, Kings come back with two weekend wins

and relax and have some fun and shoot to 
score,” East told the Observer. 

“What happens is you start panicking 
with the puck and you think you need to 
get right in on the goaltender and make a 
great move instead of shooting on the goal-
tender when you have your opportunities. 

“And we still did that – we probably 
should have won by a bigger margin.”

The wins failed to elevate Elmira in the 
standings – they continue to hold sixth 
place, with 50 points – but they did bring 
the Kings closer to the competition. All 
that separates the second- to sixth-place 
teams is six points. Second-place Waterloo 
has 56 points, trailed by Stratford at 54. 
Cambridge holds the fourth spot with 53 
points, two more than Owen Sound.

Kitchener leads the league with a com-
manding 61-point tally. 

With 15 and 34 points respectively, 
Guelph and Brantford are the second and 
third poorest teams in the league. Only 

Orangeville has a worse record, holding 
a meagre nine points on the season.

“I thought we got off to a bit of a slow 
start. They really came out and were 
taking it two us. Once we got over the 
jitters of the opening 10 minutes, I 
thought we controlled the game; we 
started winning the battles for one-on-
one loose pucks and we started playing 
a lot smarter,” East said of Sunday’s 
home game.

“We’ve been preaching to these guys 
all season to shoot and drive for the net 
and the first two goals were a result of 
that.”

Those goals both came in the opening 
frame: the first from captain Ken Dunn 
– who also marked a pair of assists dur-
ing the game – and the second from Zac 
Bauman, who was ejected during the 
second period for checking from be-
hind.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Hockey and other 
recreation pro-
grams in Welles-

ley Township are getting 
a booster shot courtesy 
of the Twin Centre Mi-
nor Hockey Silver Stick 
tournament. This week, 

Tournament supports local hockey community
Wellesley Silver Stick proceeds turned into donation, scholarships

tournament organizers an-
nounced plans to turn prof-
its from last November’s 
event into scholarships 
and sports-related initia-
tives.

On tap are on- and off-
ice coaching clinics and 
a $2,000 donation to the 
township’s recreation de-
partment. While details on 

the clinics have yet to be fi-
nalized, tournament direc-
tor Frank Nelson said the 
donation to the township 
will continue for as long as 
the club hosts a Silver Stick 
tournament.

“The tournament was a 
financial success, and we 
decided to give 100 per cent 
of our money back to the 

community,” he said.
“We did quite well, but 

we don’t know if this is a 
one-time thing or whether 
we’re going to continue to 
show profits [of this level].”

Efforts are also underway 
to make available three 
$500 scholarships to hock-
ey players graduating high 
school this year. One will 

go to a university-bound 
student, one to a college-
bound student and one to 
a student entering an ap-
prenticeship program. 

Eligibility criteria will 
be finalized in the coming 
weeks, the tournament di-
rector said.

Nelson declined to com-
ment on precise funding 

raised by the tourna-
ment this year. He did, 
however, note that last 
year’s tournament raised 
about $7,000. Most of that 
money was used to cover 
startup costs and tourna-
ment expenses, but $2,000 
was donated to Twin 
Centre Minor Hockey, 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Last weekend could have 
meant six points for the 
Wellesley Applejacks as 
they prepare for playoff 

placement, but they were forced 
to settle for two: a pair of ties 
and a cancelled third game.

On the road Jan. 20 and 21, the ci-
der boys came away with a 4-4 tie 
against Ayr and a 3-3 tie with Ta-
vistock. Both games, coach Chip 
Seiling suggested, should have 
been victories. 

In Ayr, Wellesley racked up a 2-0 
lead in the first 10 minutes, only 
to let it slide as the period wound 
down. Both teams landed a tally 
apiece in each of the second and 
third periods.

“I was pretty disappointed 
against Ayr,” Seiling told the Ob-
server. “Their goalie played really 
well. We just couldn’t find the back 
of the net later on in the game.”

Scoring for the Jacks were Rich-
ard Shantz, Blake Martin, Brock 
Gerber and Ryan Gerber. Assist-
ing were Martin, Justin Bremner, 
Shawn Hannemann, Matt Miller, 
Scott Hustwitt and Wes Hauck.

The following night in Tavistock, 
the Jacks found themselves play-
ing catch-up early on. The Braves 
took the lead just 14 seconds into 
the match. But Wellesley tied 
things up and took a goal advan-
tage before the end of the frame.

With the score tied at two by the 
beginning of the third period, 
Wellesley landed what they hoped 
was the game-winner near the 11-
minute marker. But a late-game 
penalty to the Jacks gave the 
Braves the advantage they needed 
to force the extra frame.

It’s all 
even in 

Wellesley
Applejacks tie Ayr
4-4, Tavistock 3-3, 

Delhi game cancelled 
due to weather

▼ See TOURNEY page 12

▼ See JACKS page 12▼ See KINGS page 11

RICHARD VIVIAN

The Woolwich Bantam LL team marked a second-place finish during 
the Howick Tournament Jan. 15. The local boys won twice before los-
ing to Walkerton 3-1 in the finals. They also tied for second in the skills 
competition.

Heading to the provincial Petite AA ringette championship in Ottawa this 
April will cost about $11,500 for a team of St. Clements and Woolwich 
girls. This week, the Wellesley Township agreed to pitch in $750. The team 
now intends to approach Woolwich council for support.

The St. Clements/Woolwich Petite AA Rockets claimed their third con-
secutive tournament gold medals last weekend, this time in Burlington. 
The local ringette players downed Jordan 5-4 in the finals, thanks to a 
late-game goal.

PUTTING ‘EM ON ICE  Elmira’s Brock Zinken was knocked to the ice during a scuffle with a Brantford player during last Sunday’s home game. The Kings won 4-1, 
one of two weekend victories.
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Climb every mountain ... just don’t rush into it

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
ATOM MINOR
JAN. 19
Woolwich 6 Hespeler 3
Goals: Eric Van Gerwen (2), 
Kyle Bauman (2), Kate Doering, 
Matthew Schieck
Assists: Mitch Kernick (3), 
Matthew Townsend (3), Chad 
Bauman (2), Kate Doering (2), 
Matthew Schieck, Jake Moggy
JAN. 20
Woolwich 3 Georgetown 3
Goals: Kyle Bauman (2), 
Matthew Townsend
Assists: Chad Bauman (2), 
Matthew Townsend (2), Evan 
Buehler
JAN. 23
Woolwich 9 Hespeler 2
Goals: Matthew Schieck (3), 
Matthew Townsend (2), Jake 
Moggy (2), Evan Buehler, Kate 
Doering
Assists: Eric Van Gerwen (4), 
Jake Moggy (3), Kate Doering 
(2), Kyle Bauman (2), Matthew 
Townsend (2), Chad Bauman, 
Matthew Schieck
JAN. 24
Woolwich 5 Hespeler 4
Goals: Matthew Schieck (2), Kyle 
Bauman (2), Jake Moggy
Assists: Kate Doering (2), Eric 
Van Gerwen (2), Chad Bauman 
(2), Mitch Kernick, Evan Buehler

ATOM AE
JAN. 22
Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Stephen Kardasz, Alex 
David, Charlie Pavanel
Assists: Brayden Frey (2), Blake 
Cabeldu, Brayden Stevens, Kayla 
Wilging
JAN. 23
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 0
Goals: Stuart Arsenault (2), Tyler 
Fulcher, Justin Schlupp
Assists: Tyler Fulcher (2), Justin 
Schlupp, Brayden Stevens
Matthew Hanley recorded the 
shutout

PEEWEE LL
JAN. 21
Woolwich One 5 Embro 1
Goals: Danny Silvestri (2), Shane 
Young, Steven Trash, Jeremy 
Martin
Assists: Adam Walker (2), Scott 
Young (2), Jeremy Martin, Ryan 
Orr, Shane Young, Kyle McDonald, 
Danny Silvestri

BANTAM MAJOR
JAN. 18
Woolwich 3 Guelph 1
Goals: Cody Bates (2), Damien 
Parent
Assists: Jarred Parent, Mike 
Moggy, Brian Kron
JAN. 19
Woolwich 1 Burlington 2
Goals: Damien Parent
Assists: Jarred Parent, Mike 

Moggy
JAN. 23
Woolwich 4 Burlington 1
Goals: Damien Parent, Brian 
Kron, Scott Connolly, Brock 
Shoemaker
Assists: Matt Horst (2), Jarred 
Parent, Dan Huber, Sean Jaworski, 
Mark Paisley

BANTAM MINOR
JAN. 23
Woolwich 4 Brampton 3
Goals: Nick Roth, Brent Goetz, 
Caleb Redekop, Kurtis Van 
Werkhoven
Assists: Ben Ahier (2), Robert 
Hinschberger, Mark Fackoury

BANATM AE
JAN. 22
Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 5
Goals: Ryan Mann, Blake 
Boucher, Jay Asmussen
Assists: Evan Price, Ryan Mann, 
Ben Martin, Trevor Thompson, 
Brian Martin
JAN. 25
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Ben Martin, Blake 
Boucher, Jacob Kalenderian, 
Trevor Thompson
Assists: Blake Boucher (2), 
Ryan Mann, Scott Snyder, Nick 
Densmore, Blair MacKenzie, Brian 
Martin, Trevor Thompson

BANTAM LL
HOWICK TOURNAMENT
JAN. 15
Woolwich 2 New Hamburg 1
Goals: Jesse Reimer-Watts, 
Jason Young
Assists: Zachary Bauman, Jason 
Young, Jesse Reimer-Watts
Woolwich 4 Barrie 2
Goals: Craig Ritchie (2), Matt 
Gardiner (2)
Assists: Craig Ritchie, Matt 
Gardiner, Dave Thomas
Woolwich 1 Walkerton 3
Goals: Scott Reist
Assists: Craig Ritchie

MIDGET MINOR
JAN. 18
Woolwich 5 Burlington 3
Goals: Mike Dunn (2), Mark 
Morlock, Blaine Cressman, Ryan 
Pfisterer
Assists: Kevin Young (2), Greg 
Shantz (2), Ryan Pfisterer, Tyler 
Scott, Brendan Cosgrove, Mitch 
Gelfand, Mike Dunn
JAN. 21
Woolwich 3 Burlington 4
Goals: Blaine Cressman, Ryan 
Pfisterer, Brent Oliver
Assists: Mitch Gelfand (2), Ryan 
Pfisterer, Jonathan MacIntyre
JAN. 23
Woolwich 2 Burlington 3
Goals: Blaine Cressman, Mark 
Morlock
Assists: Ryan Pfisterer, Greg 
Shantz, Jonathan MacIntyre, Tyler 
Scott

TWIN CENTRE GIRLS 
HOCKEY
NOVICE
JAN. 24
Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Two 10
Goals: Amanda Rose
Assists: Laura Hemmerich

ATOM B
JAN. 18
Twin Centre 1 Waterloo 0
Goals: Natasha Runstedler
Assists: Tori Freeman, Breanna 
Firetto-Gross

ORANGEVILLE STEETHEART
 TOURNEY (Jan. 21 to 23)
JAN. 21
Twin Centre 2 Orangeville 1
Goals: Tori Freeman (2)
Assists: Natasha Runstedler, 
Alicia Koebel, Jennifer Norris
JAN. 22
Twin Centre 4 Etobicoke 0
Goals: Alicia Koebel (2), Megan 
Bott, Amber Shewfelt
Assists: Tori Freeman (3), 
Breanna Firetto-Gross (2), Jenna 
Bott, Ashley Beacom
Twin Centre 1 Ancaster 1
Goals: Breanna Firetto-Gross
Assists: Ashley Beacom
JAN. 23
Twin Centre 4 Ancaster 5
Goals: Alicia Koebel (2), Amber 
Shewfelt, Tori Freeman
Assists: Amber Shewfelt (2), 
Jennifer Norris (2), Tori Freeman 
(2), Kate-Lynn Skinner

ATOM LL
JAN. 19
Twin Centre 3 Kitchener 4
Goals: Ashley Beacom (3)
Assists: Mackenzie Van Bargen, 
Jessica Dunbar

PEEWEE B
JAN. 23
Twin Centre 11 Buffalo 1
Goals: Emily Erb (3), Shannon 
D’Arcy (2), Kailey Esbaugh 
(2), Jessica Finney, Hannah 
Boehm, Stephanie Straus, Arielle 
Boughner
Assists: Stephanie Straus (3), 
Arielle Boughner (2), Carly Labord 
(2), Hannah Boehm (2), Emily 
Erb, Lauri Reid, Leanne Howorth, 
Madison Holman, Cassie Hergott, 
Jessica Finney
Twin Centre 4 Buffalo 2
Goals: Shannon D’Arcy (2), 
Hannah Boehm, Arielle Boughner
Assists: Arielle Boughner (2), 
Carly Labord (2), Emily Erb (2), 
Leanne Howorth, Jessica Finney

PEEWEE LL
JAN. 19
Twin Centre 3 Kitchener 1
Goals: Becky Cornwall (2), 
Samantha Dost
Assists: Alisha Hamming, 
Ally Guenther, Brittany Kemp, 
Shannon Lorentz

BANTAM B
JAN. 22
Twin Centre 3 Cambridge 0
Goals: Shelby Smit (2), Sarah 
Runstedler
Melissa Blake recorded her third 
straight shutout

MIDGET LL
JAN. 20
Twin Centre 5 Kitchener 0
Goals: Rachel Van Allen, Kaytlin 
Uberig, Meggy McTavish, Beth 
Brubacher, Nikki Martin
Assists: Rachel Van Allen 
(2), Meggy McTavish, Hannah 
Redekop, Carrie Witt

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
PETITE
JAN. 22
Woolwich 3 Elora 2
Goals: Katharine Hoffman, 
Lea Olsthoorn, Crystal Dorscht
Assists: Hailie Pavanel, 
Heather Bauman, Lea 
Olsthoorn

TWEEN
JAN. 15
Woolwich 6 Kitchener 5
Goals: Kassi Fritz (2), Michelle 
Conlon (2), Emily Schieck, 
Cassy Ruppel
Assists: Cassy Ruppel (2), 
Amanda Poole (2), Michelle 
Lee, Emily Schieck, Niki 
Brubacher, Kassi Fritz
JAN. 23
Woolwich 5 Kitchener 4
Goals: Michelle Conlon (2), 
Michelle Lee, Andrea Mitchell, 
Kassi Fritz
Assists: Emily Schieck (2), 
Cassy Ruppel (2), Kassi Fritz 
(2), Andrea Mitchell, Michelle 
Conlon, Megan O’Hara

JUNIOR
JAN. 19
Woolwich 6 Kitchener 2
Goals: Steph Thomas (2), 
Jenna Petker (2), Barb Huegle, 
Gillian Primeau
Assists: April Hammell (3), 
Steph Thomas (3), Jenna 
Petker, Melanie Horst, Tabatha 
Horst, Megan Lee

EDSS SPORTS
GIRLS’ HOCKEY
JAN. 18
EDSS 2 Forest Heights 1
Goals: Keri-Lyn Fehrenbach, 
Kendra Mills
Assists: Holly Ogram, Nikki 
Martin, Jillian Wannamaker
JAN. 20
EDSS 4 Bluevale Collegiate 1
Goals: Kayla Doering (2), 
Kathy Shantz, Keri-Lyn 
Fehrenbach
Assists: Kendra Mills, Emily 
Brubacher, Kathy Shantz, Holly 
Ogram, Keri-Lyn Fehrenbach

Pitching in on the tallies 
were Andrew Coburn, 
goaltender Scott Camp-
bell, Travis Martin and 
Marc Deschamps.

The Golden Eagles land-
ed a twine-smasher of 
their own in the opening 
frame – actually the first 
goal of the game. Their 
lead, however, was short-
lived. Cheers erupted 
from the Brantford visi-
tors’ bench just 3:10 into 
the game for the first and 
last time.

Elmira continued to in-
crease its lead with goals 
in each of the second and 
third periods. Coburn 
bounced one over Brant-
ford netminder John 
Starr with 1:12 remaining 
in the second, assisted by 
Dane Dobbie and Dunn. 

Adam Love planted one 
of his own with 2:25 left 
in the match-up, aided by 
Dunn and Adam McHen-
ry.

Kings back on track
“We missed some op-

portunities and their 
goaltender made four or 
five great saves,” East 
commented. “But it’s 
coming; I like the way 
we’re playing right now 
and hopefully we can 
continue it.”

“They’re a good hock-
ey team, but I thought 
we played well, we just 
didn’t get the breaks,” 
said Brantford coach 
Brian Rizzetto. “We 
played physical and took 
the body. We have to do 
that to be successful.”

While Elmira pulled out 
the victory, Brantford 
managed to out-shoot the 
Kings 24-17.

The Golden Eagles have 
a chance at redemption 
tonight (Jan. 29), when 
Elmira makes the trip 
to Brantford. Tomorrow, 
the Kings return home 
to challenge Cambridge. 
Game time is 7 p.m.

The latest news re-
ports that Mount 
Everest is shrink-

ing by 1.3 metres every 
five years. I don’t know 
about you, but I’m ex-
cited. I mean 1.3 metres 
might not seem like a 
lot but it just might be 
enough to give me the 
mountaineering edge I 
need to finally make my 
ascent. Hey, when you’ve 
never climbed a moun-
tain before, every little 
bit helps.

Oh sure, Everest is still 
8,848 metres of sheer 
mountain climbing heck, 
but in five more years 
it’ll only be 8,846.7 metres 
high. Suddenly, the task 
doesn’t seem nearly as 
formidable. Talk about a 
dream come true.

That’s why I’m start-
ing to plan my historic 
expedition as of now. Of 
course, I’m in no hurry, 
especially since the climb 
is being tentatively slated 
for April 1, 2035 when 
Everest will have been 
reduced a further 7.8 me-
tres. By then, it will prac-
tically be child’s play even 
for a 72-year-old rookie 
climber, which I’ll be.

I was going to wait until 
I was 82 to give myself a 
further 2.6-metre advan-
tage but I ruled that out 
because I figured the 
walker would be too much 
additional weight for my 
Sherpa guides to carry. 
And, let’s face it, even at 
that diminished height, 
a fall from the mountain 
might be a little hard on 
octogenarian hips. That’s 
the kind of attention to 
detail that any serious 
Everest expedition needs 
to consider.

As leader of this historic 
ascent, I’ll begin the plan-
ning process next Mon-

day at 9 a.m. sharp un-
less I happen to be busy, 
in which case I’ll start 
on the first available day 
thereafter. I’m not one to 
procrastinate but, heck, 
I’ve got a little over 30 
years to work out all the 
bugs.

You might think that a 
climb like this would be 
a piece of cake, especially 
for a guy who rarely takes 
the escalator. Well, think 
again.

Even now I’ve begun 
adapting my lungs for 
the lack of oxygen. I don’t 
just sit in the ice hut with 
Gassy Gert for my own 
pleasure you know. No 
sir, it’s training, pure and 
simple.

On the logistical side, 
I’ve chosen my puppy Cal-
lie to be the expeditionary 
mascot. And since she’ll 
be 210 in dog years by the 
time we start, I’ve asked 
her to pace herself until 
that day. I’m happy to re-
port that she’s cooperat-
ing, mostly by sleeping 
near the wood stove.

I thought it only fair to 
ask my wife to come along 
since she complains that 
I never take her out any-
where. Suddenly, how-
ever, she’s not so keen 
on travelling with a silly 
@#$!. See if I ask her out 
anymore!

Even so, I remain un-
daunted. In fact, I’ve been 
shopping for mountain-
eering gear on e-Bay, and 
thus far, I’ve got a good 
line on a pair of quality 
lederhosen. Since I’ll be 
a senior, I’ve also com-
menced my search for 
support hosen.

Add to that a length of 
rope and maybe a karabi-
ner or two. And let’s not 
forget the cans of Dinty 
Moore Stew. Next time it’s 

on sale, I’m stocking up. 
The ascent itself will be 

a two pronged attack – I 
am not just counting on 

the mountain’s reduced 
height, I am also being 
proactive by contracting 
the services of a team 

of Sherpas to dig a gen-
tly-sloped mound at the 
mountains base of at least 
equal height. As far as I 
know, this has never been 
done. Still, I met these 
guys on the Internet and 
they’re only too happy to 
do this so long as I pay up 
front. 

Anyhow, if you’re in-
terested in joining the 
expedition – and your 
day-timer is clear for a 
bit in April of 2035 – call 
me. Especially if you’ve 
spent time in an ice hut 
with Gert. We could use 
someone with that kind 
of nerve.
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“Against Tavistock, I 
felt we could have won 
the game. They got a 
break late in the game 
with a penalty,” Seiling 
commented. “It was the 
first full-team effort that 
we have gotten all year. 
Pretty much the whole 60 
minutes we played well 
– we have to play like that 
in playoffs in order to go 
anywhere.”

Last Saturday’s home 
game against Delhi was 
called off because of poor 
weather conditions. It’s 
been rescheduled for Jan. 
30 at 6:30 p.m.

At press time, the Jacks 
had 35 points and contin-
ued to hold fifth place in 
the Junior Development 
league’s McConnell con-
ference. With 50 points, 
Hagersville holds the con-
ference’s top spot, trailed 
by Delhi (50 points), Ta-
vistock (47 points) and 
Port Dover (43 points).

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Compared to a team 
like Orangeville, 
with 30 years of 

history under its belt, the 
Twin Centre girls Atom 
B hockey squad may 
have felt like relative 
newcomers to the game. 

Silver weekend for Twin Centre girls
Take home second in 30th annual Orangeville Sweetheart tournament

That, however, did not 
stop them from trounc-
ing most of their competi-
tors to take home a silver 
medal in the Orangeville 
Tigers Sweetheart tour-
nament Jan. 21-23. 

“It was kind of inter-
esting. This tourna-
ment represented Oran-
geville’s 30th year of girls’ 

hockey, so it was kind of 
exciting for the associa-
tion and our participa-
tion in it,” said Jim Bott, 
manager of the Atom 
B squad. He noted that 
there was excitement in 
the air from the first mo-
ment of the tournament: 
on Friday, Twin Centres 
took on Orangeville just 

after the tournament’s 
opening ceremonies 
– complete with dignitar-
ies and speeches to mark 
the anniversary of the 
tournament – were com-
pleted. 

The excitement stuck 
with the Atoms, who went 
undefeated in three open-
ing-round matches. They 
defeated Orangeville 2-1 
Friday, chalked up a 4-0 
victory versus Etobicoke 
and tied Ancaster 1-1 on 
Saturday to qualify for 
the finals. In Sunday’s fi-
nal against Ancaster, the 
Twin Centre girls battled 
their rivals to a draw in 
regulation time, but were 
edged out 5-4 in overtime 
and settled for silver.  

“It was exciting. We had 

a couple of two-goal leads, 
and they came storm-
ing back and scored 1:15 
into overtime. It was a 
good time. The teams 
were very well matched 
… it was exciting for the 
kids,” said Botts. “What 
I find about girls is that 
they compete hard and 
when it’s all said and 
done, it doesn’t linger for 
them. They tried hard, it 
was a good, well-played 
game by both teams, a 
very clean game … it just 
came down to Ancaster 
getting a late goal to tie 
– and overtime is four-on-
four sudden death. They 
made a great play to score 
for the win.”

Bott added that the girls 
learned quite a bit from 

playing Ancaster, a team 
they had never faced be-
fore last weekend’s tour-
nament.

“It’s a learning experi-
ence every time they play 
a new team. I think they 
had a good weekend. They 
faced some new competi-
tion that they don’t see 
in league play, and that’s 
what it’s all about.”

The Atom B girls have 
a 20-1-3 record so far this 
season and with only 
four games to go, they’ve 
already clinched a first-
place playoff berth. 

Before they battle for 
league dominance, the 
Twin Centre girls have 
one more tournament, 
the London Devilettes 
tournament Feb. 11-13.

Jacks looking to catch a break
While a playoff spot is 

certain, the Jacks are 
now fighting for home-ice 
advantage. 

“We’d like to try and still 
get to fourth, but we’d 
have to have some things 
bounce our way,” Seiling 
said. “The boys played 
… in Tavistock the way I 
think we can play for the 
rest of the year and in the 
playoffs. If they play with 
the intensity that we had, 
I think things will turn 
around for us.

“The boys played awe-
some [last] week. We had 
a fairly short bench, with 
some injuries and some 

guys gone away. Every-
body battled through and 
we played really well.”

Scoring against Tavis-
tock were Hauck, Brock 
Gerber and Pat Kroph. 
Cam Jamieson, Shane 
Cicchine, Darryl Devitt, 
Shantz and Bremner 
pitched in with assists.

With six games left in the 
regular season, Wellesley 
would be hard pressed to 
reach fourth place. 

The Jacks’ next test 
comes tonight, when Ayr 
tries to settle last week’s 
undecided match-up at the 
Wellesley Arena. Game 
time is 7:30 p.m.

Continued from page 10

which used the funds to 
purchase new jerseys.

“Last year, we didn’t do 
very well. This year we 
did better,” Nelson said.

Wellesley councillors 
were surprised by the 

Tourney a net gain for twp.
Continued from page 10 committee’s donation 

– and the promise of more 
to come – considering 
they denied a request last 
fall to provide ice time 
and community hall rent-
als for the tournament at 
a discounted rate.
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Minor players put another season on ice

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN & KYLE REA

There were 10 Woolwich Minor Hockey teams still 
fighting for OMHA glory; at press time:
• Major Novice is down 1-0 in its series with Burlington.
• Minor Atom defeated Hespeler in three games to move on.
• Atom AE defeated Owen Sound in three games to move on.
• Peewee AE leads Owen Sound 2-0 in their series.
• Major Bantam is down 2-1 in its series with Burlington.
• Minor Bantam defeated Brampton in three games to move on.
• Bantam AE is leading Owen Sound 2-1 in their series.
• Major Midget leads Owen Sound 2-1 in their series.
• Minor Midget is tied 2-2 in its series with Burlington.
• Midget AE is trailing 2-0 in its series with Owen Sound.

ON AN EVEN KEEL Tyler Scott prepares for a faceoff during last 
Sunday’s OMHA playoff home game against Burlington. The Minor 
MIdget Wildcats lost the match 3-2, but rebounded Wednesday 
with a 1-0 win on the road. The series is tied 2-2.

FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY Sam Maier tries to escape from a 
Hespeler player as he speeds up the ice during Monday’s Minor 
Atom match. Woolwich edged out Hespeler 5-4 to win the series 
in three games

NEXT UP, HESPELER Along with his Atom AE teammates, William Frank is set 
to faceoff against Hespeler in the third round of the OMHA playoffs. The defeated 
Owen Sound to advance, including this 4-0 victory last Sunday in Elmira.

MOVING TO ROUND THREE The Woolwich Atom AE 
team – including Brayden Frey – defeated Owen Sound 
in three straight games to advance in the playoffs.

WHOA THERE Josh Ahier steps aside to dodge a blow from an Owen 
Sound player during Wednesday’s match. The Major Midgets blew out 
their competitors 8-1 to put Woolwich up 2-1 in the best-of-five series. 

GOING LOW Woolwich Major Midget Eric Reid reaches 
for the puck as he’s pursued by an Owen Sound player 
during action Wednesday.
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. FEBRUARY 2,  10AM - 2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

SEEDLESS NAVEL 
ORANGES
OR

RUBY RED
GRAPEFRUIT

20LB BOX OF

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

You’ll be looking for 
the ‘rewind’ button all 
night long as the situ-
ations – and laughter 

– come at a rapid-fire pace in 
the latest offering from Elmira 
playwright Ron Eagle.

A fundraising effort for St. 
Teresa of Avila Church, the 
dinner theatre presentation 
of Meet the Spratts plumbs 
the depth of farce. You know 
what you’re into right from 
the start: the play opens with 
an elephant getting its trunk 
stuck in a window of the Spratt 
family car as they visit African 
Lion Safari – one of the many 
familiar locations depicted in 
the production that runs for 
six performances, Feb. 11-20.

The initial run-in with the 
pachyderm causes a large dent 
in the side of the car, leading 
it to match the description of a 
vehicle sought by the police. Of 
course, the mistaken identity 
does not leave the Spratts un-
scathed. 

Things only go downhill from 
there.

“It’s just one thing after an-
other. It’s constant movement,” 
Eagle said of the storyline. “If 
you blink, you’re going to miss 
your place in the plot.”

Blink or not, you’ll be car-
ried along in all the subplots, 
including that classic: the long-
lost twin brother. The Spratts, 
you see, are a dysfunctional 

Dysfunctional Spratts deliver rapid-fire laughs
Elmira’s St. Teresa church to stage Ron Eagle farce in dinner theatre fundraiser

bunch.
At the centre of it all are Jack 

Spratt (Joe Brenner), his wife 
Jean (Kathy Fahey) and sons 
Willy and TJ (Peter and Caleb 
Fahey). In rapid succession 
we’re introduced to Grandpa 
Pete (Eagle himself, adding ‘ac-
tor’ to his roles of writer and 
director), Uncle Buck and Aunt 
Sadie (real-life couple Paul and 
Pat Wintermeyer), Jean’s broth-
er Owen (Ron Moser) and his 
new wife Lila (Alice Soeder).

With Jack already facing a fi-
nancial squeeze – he’s having 
to play nice with the wealthy 
but miserly aunt and uncle 
– we soon learn there’s another 
expense looming on the hori-
zon (one of those quirky sub-
plots on the move again) in the 
form of an art purchase: Jean, 
it seems, posed for an art class 
as a university student, and 
her likeness now adorns a nude 
painting – her son throws paint 
on the offending piece, prompt-
ing the artist (David Kieswet-
ter) to seek $10,000. 

“He (the son) doesn’t realize 
that the artist painted Jean’s 
head in one semester and, be-
cause she graduated, another 
model [sat] for the body … it’s 
his mother’s head on another 
woman’s body,” Eagle ex-
plained.

While these events are un-
folding – and Jack is feeling the 
pinch – we find that Grandpa 
has a twin brother: when their 
parents split all those years 
ago, Pete stayed here with his 

mother, while Moss (Norm 
Matthews) went west with his 
father, who subsequently made 
a killing in Alberta’s oil and 
gas industry. Now there’s a $10-
million inheritance kicking 
around … but nothing is ever 
simple in life if you’re name is 
Spratt.
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Thankfully, that burden 
means nothing but laughs for 
those of us peering into the 
world Eagle has created.

Meet the Spratts runs for six 
nights (Feb. 11-13 and Feb. 18-
20) at the church hall on Fla-
mingo Drive. For the Friday 
and Saturday night shows, the 

catered dinner starts at 6 p.m., 
with the play to follow. Sun-
days, dinner at 5 p.m., show to 
follow. Tickets are $27.50 – the 
hall holds 120 people for each 
performance – available by 
calling the church office at 669-
3387 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

KYLE REA

It’s a little cold to get the sap flowing, but the Elmira Theatre Company 
already has its sights set on the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival: the group is 
holding auditions Jan. 31 and Feb. 2 (7 p.m.) for actors 14-25 years of age 
for its production of The Next Knight. At 64 Howard Ave., unit 4.

Composed by Elmira’s Michael Purves-Smith, a show entitled Cultural In-
tersections blends Flamenco dancing with Stravinskian music, and mixes 
Iranian culture with the sounds and words of Western European artists. It 
will be performed Jan. 30 at the Rotunda, Kitchener City Hall; 669-1327.

Writer Malcolm Gladwell, an Elmira native, returns to the area Feb. 12 
for an author event hosted by the University of Waterloo. He’ll speak at 
the Centre for International Governance Innovation in Waterloo at 3 p.m. 
Attendance is free; register by calling 888-4973.

THE FAMILY THAT JACK BUILT Peter (left), Kathy and Caleb Fahey, along with Joe Brenner (right) star as a lovable – but deeply 
troubled – Spratt family. Written by Elmira’s Ron Eagle (centre), the play will be staged as a fundraiser for St. Teresa of Avila 
Church, with shows running Feb.11-13 and Feb.18-20. 
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Drivers Wanted. Days and 
evenings. Cash paid per de-
livery. Apply at New Orleans 
Pizza, 25 Industrial Dr., El-
mira.

Exploring The Exciting 
World of Rubber Stamp-
ing. Attend a FREE op-
portunity session to learn 
how rewarding it could to 
build a career sharing your 
love for stamping through 
Stampin’ Up! R For infor-
mation about this exciting 
event, please call Ann at 
669-5782.

Household Help Wanted. 
Busy Elmira family look-
ing for help with everyday 
household tasks. 2-3 hours 
a day, Monday to Friday. If 
you like an organized tidy 
home and enjoy cooking, 
laundry etc. Please give me 
a call. 580-8640.

HELP WANTED

Full-time Light Duty. No 
experience required. Willow 
Brae Pallets, 664-3688.

Litigation Assistant re-
quired for busy law office. 
Position available imme-
diately. Forward resume 
to: Rudavsky & Associate 
Law Office, 9 Church St. 
W., Elmira, Ont. N3B 1M2. 
Fax 519-669-4349. email:
rudavsky@sentex.net

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Available. Men-
nonite family willing to baby-
sit for you in our home in 
Hesson (near Millbank). 
Please call (519)595-2406.

Child Care Wanted - Part-
time care required for our 2 
daughters in our home. May 
increase to full-time. Call 
Tanya at 699-4789.

BUSINESS       
OPPORTUNITIES

Do You Know This Per-
son? Honest and Ethical. 
Enthusiastic. Entrepreneur-
ial. Desires Financial Free-
dom. Desires Time Free-
dom. If your goal is to earn 
between $5,000 to $10,000+ 
per month (residual) and you 
fit this profile call Joanne or 
Todd: 519-669-0591.

WORK A LITTLE, EARN 
$7000 MONTHLY. Sound 
too good to be true? Come 
and see, don’t miss the op-
portunity. Call (519)669-
2341.

FOR SALE

Clearance Sale! Fridges, 
stoves, laundry... “1 only-
s” deeply discounted. Also 
beat price increase on many 
stock items. Walters Appli-
ances 669-2007.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Clearance Sale at Dis N 
Dat Treasures! 25 - 75% 
off (on most items). Entire 
store is marked down. Our 
warehouse is full! New stock 
every week. Open Fri. & Sat. 
only 9-5. Hurry in for best 
selection. 15 Dunke St., N., 
Elmira. 669-5005.

Clearance Sale! Fridges, 
stoves, laundry... “1 only-
s” deeply discounted. Also 
beat price increase on many 
stock items. Walters Appli-
ances 669-2007.

Office Desk - Grey metal 
with grey leather surface. 
Approx. 60”X34”, 2 match-
ing arm chairs. Will sell 
separately. Desk has built in 
shelf. $150 for all. Call Brad 
Martin at  R.W. Thur Real 
Estate Ltd. 669-2772.

Older Upright Piano for 
sale. Must sell. $100.00 
o.b.o. Call Chris 669-5625.

Quality used clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza, Elmira. 
Tues. to Sat. 9 - 5 p.m. 
669-5139.

FOR SALE

Winter Coats 1/2 Price 
Feb. 1st - 12th. Quality used 
clothing, household articles, 
books, etc. Weekly 1/2 price 
sales. Support community 
programs. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9-5 p.m. 669-5139. 

UNDER $50 ITEM

Beaumark - white fridge. 
Good second fridge for ga-
rage. $50. Call 664-3456. 
Good working condition.

Cuckoo Clock. Antique. 
Needs some work. Best of-
fer. 699-9468.

Freezer-Westinghouse. 20 
cu. feet, white, works well. 
$50. Drayton, 638-5152.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Potatoes and Onions. White 
$8 - 75lbs, medium or large. 
Yukon gold $6.50 - 50 lbs. On-
ions $8 - 50 lbs. No chemical 
fertilizer. Joel, 664-3093.

HORSES

Brand New Boarding Fa-
cility with all the amenities 
has a few stalls available 
for the discriminating horse 
owner. Professional, im-
maculate barn. Call Alida 
(519)638-8981.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2000 Chev Impala LS, 4 
door, black, one previous 
owner, 107,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club Cab - 5 
spd, very clean, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser - auto, air, 
very clean, 1 owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Durango SLT - loaded, 
13,000 kms, demo. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2004 SX 20 - 5 spd, sun roof, 
black, demo. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - One bedroom. 
Feb. 1. Downtown, non 
smoker. $495 + only hydro. 
669-5431.

Elmira. One Bedroom 
apartment. Close to Down-
town in quiet sixplex. Avail-
able February 1st. $480 
monthly plus. First & last 
required. 669-1024.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. indus-
trial bay with 16 ft. high ceil-
ing. 12 foot high door, 600 
volt electrical service, gas 
heat/water. Call 669-1461 
for details.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Double Garage for rent. 
24’X24’, $300.00 + gst per 
month. For further informa-
tion call Lee at the Waterloo 
County Antique Warehouse. 
725-2644.

Warehouse Space For 
Rent - 14,000 sq. ft., one 
big room 12’ height ceiling 
on concrete floor. Loading 
dock, washrooms and of-
fice at Walco Equipment, 
20 Arthur St. N., elmira. 
Call Jim Mar tin at 519-
669-4025.

REPRINTS

Any photo, any issue - call 
669-5790 to order your 
photo reprints TODAY.Great 
additions to any scrapbook-
ing project!

COMING EVENTS

Wellesley and District 
Board of Trade Valentine 
Ball and Citizen of the Year 
Banquet. 7 p.m. Friday Feb. 
11, at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre. Dinner by 2 
Sisters Catering. Dance to 
the Royalaires. Tickets $60/
couple, available at Pym’s 
Village Market, Wellesley 
Service Centre or call Terry 
at 656-2799.

COMING EVENTS

HAMILTON RV & CAMPING 
SHOW -  February 4,5,6 - 
Copps Coliseum, Hamilton. 
SEE MORE 2005 Recreation 
Vehicles & Camping prod-
ucts. Visit www.rvshowham-
ilton.ca for more details.

BUSINESS

RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
- Country Depot, TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Options Deal-
erships available. New & ex-
isting locations. No Franchise 
Fees - receive Yearly Divi-
dends. Call TruServ Canada 
TODAY - 1-800-665-5085. 
www.truserv.ca

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. 
Earn up to $3,000+ week. 
Kennedy Transportation is 
looking for individuals who 
want to start their own truck-
ing business. Guaranteed 
work contracts for 1, 3 & 5 
ton straight trucks and High-
way Tractor. No experience 
required. G licence OK. 
Financing available. Phone 
905-501-8779 or Toll-Free 
1-888-827-6044.
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ACROSS 
1. Light touches, espe-
cially on the back
5. Swelling from exces-
sive accumulation of  
serous fluid in tissue
11. Make less active
16. The Republic 
which includes island 
of  Ireland
17. Nickel rodent
18. Saintly Jamaican 
island
19. Area surrounding 
Mancunian city
22. Turn a rope round 
a person to secure him
23. Female pronoun
24. Change the shade 
of  a colour
25. Underwater dis-
tance detector
26. Round green veg-
etable
29. Implement to steer 
a boat
31. Greatest in an in-
definitely large series
32. Philosophy of  spir-
itual over material
36. A single undivided 
entity or whole
37. Medical procedure 
involving liquid into 
the rectum
38. Slang for pinup 
magazines
39. Third key in the 
classic PC reboot se-
quence (abbrev.)
40. Contagious viral 
disease

41. Doctrin accepted as 
authoritative
43. Astronaut
44. Hand drying towel 
with connected ends
47. Thin porridge
50. Trans World Air-
lines
51. Colour associated 
with communism
52. Get Crackin
55. Relating to kidneys
56. Selected as the best
58. Shredded cabbage
59. To divide in unre-
lated segments
63. Enemy
64. Spider home
65. Combines with the 
‘yang’
66. Start
67. Animal pelts
69. Take in solid food
71. A source of  danger
72. Checks into a hos-
pital
78. Clean with hard 
rubbing
79. Concerned with re-
ligion
80. Jump
81. Reddish dye used 
on hair
82. Votes into office
83. British drag queen, 
“Dame”
DOWN 
1. Pirate leg
2. Moved through the 
air
3. Wooden peg used to 
fasten timbers in ship-

ping
4. Sealing material 
used to form a hard 
coating
5. To be obedient
6. All the time and on 
every occasion
7. A barrier
8. Famous jazz singer _
_ Cassidy
9. Not for women
10. Old fantasy-themed 
computer chess game
11. A type of  brew
12. Break
13. Any of  a series of  
radioactive elements 
(numbers 89-103)
14. 3rd largest city in 
China
15. People from our 
planet
20. This comes before 
feathering
21. Form of  energy 
that increases temper-
ature
25. Male horse kept for 
breeding
26. The next to last syl-
lable in a word
27. Between northeast 
and east
28. Department in 
charge of  British navy
30. Change within 
limits
33. A prisoner’s home
34. Sun rises in this di-
rection
35. Quiet period
40. Stay in line behind 

another
42. US jazz musician 
(originally early rag-
time player)
44. Back
45. Open vessel with a 
handle and spout
46. Think or suppose 
(archaic)
47. Sort of  rough 
around the edges
48. Give up duties or 
obligations
49. A non-entity
52. Composed poet-
ic lament for the dead 
(alt. spelling)
53. Resident of  Galilee
54. Underworld god 
(Welsh)
57. Cardinal number 
one more than two
58. Not bearing off-
spring
60. Compacted partial-
ly decomposed organic 
debris for gardening
61. An angle between 
90 and 180 degrees
62. Kane’s counterpart
68. Surprise greatly
70. “And others”
71. Sheets of  paper fas-
tened together
73. An Irish militant 
group
74. Makes drinks cold
75. Whales such as the 
killer an grampus
76. Term for World 
Wide Web
77. A health resort

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The double-cohort 
years may be over, 
but the number 

of  budding academics 
yearning to attend uni-
versity continues to rise. 

No longer suffering anx-
iety attacks about getting 

More students hitting the books
EDSS sees increased applications for university this year

into their school of  choice, 
the next generation of  stu-
dents is applying early, in 
a desire to complete their 
diploma in four years in-
stead of  five.

At Elmira District Sec-
ondary School, advisors 
have already received 84 
university applications for 
next September, up from 

74 at this point last year.
This increase, says 

guidance counsellor Art 
Wombwell, has to do with 
a greater interest in com-
pleting high school in four 
years. In the past – thanks 
in part to the double co-
hort and the strain of  a 
four-year program – many 
students chose to stay 
for a fifth year. In fact in 
2004, 110 students at EDSS 
– almost 10 per cent of  
the school’s population 
– stayed for a fifth year. 

“Some are compelled to 
come back because they 
haven’t graduated, oth-
ers are choosing to come 
back because of  co-op or 
additional courses or up-
grading. My suspicion is 
that number will go down 
and that’s why our appli-
cations are up a little bit.”

EDSS is not alone in 
noticing an increase in 
applications: across On-
tario, 72,968 students 
applied to start university 
in 2005, up from 71,222 the 
year before. 

“The numbers are proba-
bly a little higher than we 
had anticipated,” said Ron 
Scriber, director of  the 
Ontario University Appli-
cation Centre. “We went 
through the double cohort 
and I guess we thought we 
would get back to where 
we were in 2000 and we’ve 
seen that we’re staying 
higher than that.”

While some universi-
ties have seen a surge in 
interested applicants, at 
EDSS, there has been no 

KYLE REA

IN BLOOM

distinct increase or de-
crease of  applicants to 
one school. Wombwell 
noted, however, that near-
by schools – University of  
Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier 
University and University 
of  Guelph – do draw more 
applications. 

“Kids continue to be in-
terested, at least in their 
first choices, in the local 
schools. But there remains 
a willingness of  our kids 
to go further away if  they 
need to … they’ve listen to 
our advice that they have 
to be willing to chase their 
dreams.”

Wombwell added that 
students have applied 
all over Ontario, and 10 
students have applied to 
out-of-province schools, 
such as Dalhousie (Hali-

fax) and McGill (Montreal) 
universities, or to the U.S. 
for religious schooling or 
sports scholarships. 

Ryan Rawski is look-
ing close to home – and 
far away – for his school-
ing. The EDSS student is 
in his fifth year and has 
applied to eight schools 
across Canada, including 
the University of  Western 
Ontario, McMaster Uni-
versity, Dalhousie, Laurier 
and UW, among others. 

“I’m pretty sure I’ll get in 
everywhere. I’ve already 
got early acceptance to 
Laurier,” he said, noting 
Western and Dalhousie 
rank at the top for first 
choices. Rawski is look-
ing at life science, with 
the goal of  getting into 
medical or dental school 

for post-graduate work. 
Last year, he was a bit 

unsure about his ambi-
tions, so he returned to 
EDSS.  

“I wasn’t exactly sure 
what I wanted to do [last 
year]. I thought that a 
fifth year would allow me 
to do the courses a little 
more spread out so I could 
attain a higher average. 
Also, a fifth year would al-
low me to work and gain 
a bit of  perspective,” he 
said. “In the long run, an-
other year isn’t really that 
much.”

Rawski currently holds 
down two part-time jobs, 
is taking four classes and 
participates in extra-cur-
ricular activities such as 
Reach for the Top and the 
swim team. 

KYLE REA

AN HONOURED VOLUNTEER Lois Weber was the recipient of 
an Ontario Horticultural Society service certificate for 10 years of 
volunteer service with the Elmira and District Horticultural Society, 
presented at the groups annual general meeting Jan. 24. 

MED. SCHOOL-BOUND EDSS student Ryan Rawski put in eight applications to universities all over Canada 
this year. He’s hoping to go to Western or McMaster to prepare for a career in medicine or dentistry. 
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE

���������������������������

669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

RESTAURANTS
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

LIVESTOCK TRUCKING
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PLASTICS

TINY’S
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112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira
or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS
LAPTOPS

MONITORS
and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST

selection of
off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTERSCUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

January 19
5:10 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Arthur Street North, near 
Kenning Place, after a vehicle spun 
out on the icy road. A Walkerton 
woman was southbound on Arthur 
Street when she lost control on an 
icy patch and came to rest sideways 
across the road. A trailing Waterloo 
man was unable to stop and struck 
the lead vehicle on the drivers’ side 
front end. Damage was significant. 
Both drivers escaped uninjured. There 
were no charges.

January 20
3:00 PM An Elmira woman was 

charged with ‘open vehicle door im-
properly’ after her door was struck 
while she attempted to exit the ve-
hicle. The woman was parked on Ar-
thur Street, facing north near Church 

Street, when the door was struck by 
a northbound vehicle. The impact 
pushed the door into the vehicle’s 
frame so that it wouldn’t latch prop-
erly afterward, police said. No injuries 
were reported.

January 21
10:20 PM A Millbank man was is-

sued a 12-hour driver’s licence sus-
pension following a routine traffic 
stop on Linwood’s Lorraine Drive. The 
driver blew a ‘warn’ during a road-
side breath/alcohol screening test, 
resulting in the action. His vehicle was 
towed from the scene.

January 22
2:32 AM Police were involved in 

a brief pursuit after a Mazda pickup 
truck driver refused to stop for an of-
ficer on Elmira’s Whippoorwill Drive. 
Initially, police responded to the area 

after the pickup was seen fishtailing 
down the roadway. When the vehicle 
was located and officers attempted 
to pull it over, the driver fled through 
a red light at Arthur Street and con-
tinued east on South Field Drive. The 
pursuit was called off about three 
kilometres after it started because of 
poor weather conditions. However, 
before the pursuit was called off, the 
pickup truck’s licence plate marker 
was recorded. The vehicle was then 
traced to a Glen Allan woman. As po-
lice made their way to the residence, 
they discovered the pickup truck in a 
ditch along Wellington Country Road 
12, with the engine running and lights 
on. Footprints were also found lead-
ing away from the pickup, but the 
canine unit was unable to locate the 
driver. Upon speaking with the regis-

tered owner, police learned a family 
member had been in possession of 
the vehicle – which was impounded 
by police pending the completion of 
their investigation. As of press time, 
police had yet to contact the sus-
pected driver.
2:06 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Snyder 
Avenue and Second Street in Elmira. 
A Crosshill man travelling on Second 
Street was unable to stop at the in-
tersection because of slippery road 
conditions and struck a southbound 
vehicle on Snyder Avenue. Damage 
was reported as minor. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.

January 23
12:20 AM Paramedics called police 

to the scene of an injured snowmo-
biler on Katherine Street in Winter-

bourne, on an unopened section of 
trail behind the former Winterbourne 
Public School. A Waterloo man report-
ed losing control of his 2003 Yamaha 
snowmobile on an ice patch and roll-
ing his machine. He was transported 
by ambulance to Grand River Hospital 
where he was treated for a broken 
leg. The man was charged with tres-
passing. Police remind residents they 
will be similarly charged if found us-
ing the trails before they’re officially 
opened.
10:55 AM Employees of a Wyatt 

Street, Elmira seniors home reported 
two abandoned bicycles nearby. The 
bicycles – described as womens’ multi-
speed bicycles, blue and turquoise 
in colour – had been abandoned for 
the previous 48 hours. Pending owner 
identification, they are being held at 

the Elmira police station.
January 24

11:03 AM A hit-an-run collision with 
a roadside sign was reported on Apple 
Grove Road, near Lobsinger Line. 
Sometime in the previous 24 hours, 
police believe a red compact car went 
through a stop sign and struck three 
reflective posts and a business sign. 
The posts and sign were destroyed. 
The driver then reversed out and fled. 
They did, however, leave a bumper at 
the scene. The investigation continues.
8:12 PM Police were called in to 

destroy a deer after it was severely 
injured by a vehicle on Sawmill Road, 
near Grandview Drive. A Wellesley-
area woman struck the animal as 
she travelled north on Sawmill Road. 
Damage to the vehicle was moderate. 
The driver escaped unscathed.
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Another new year begins Pesticides have us buzzing Winter fun, indoor style

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The writing is on the 
wall – literally – for 
students at Elmira 
District Secondary 

School.
Filled with music lyrics, in-

spirational quotes and colour-
ful scenes, a total of 20 murals 
– four large (120 by 240 cm) and 
16 small (60 by 210 cm) – now 
grace the walls of the school’s 
hallways and cafeteria.

The murals are not entirely 
new; they were part of a Grade 
11 and 12 art project that be-
gan in April 2003 under the 
guidance of teacher Sandra 
Guild. She intended the proj-
ect to be both a major class 
assignment, and an effort to 
bring positive change to the 
school’s hallways. 

“We discussed options that 
would enhance the school and 
change its atmosphere. The 
school’s already pretty terrif-
ic, but we wanted to get the art 
out to the public beyond our 
classroom,” said Guild, who 
noted students were encour-
aged to use colours, words and 
objects to convey a message.  

EDSS unveils student murals to brighten up school hallways
“It had to be something up-

lifting or inspiring, but not 
something so conventional or 
clichéd that people are being 
hit over the head with messag-
es. We also wanted a variety of 
sources and messages so that 
it’s reflective of a wide range 
of things that affect people, 
whether that’s songs, or poems, 
or famous sayings.”

Working closely with students 
over a three-month period, 
Guild helped them to develop 
their murals – from storyboard 
to final mockup – beginning 
with a close-study of a major 
artist. 

Megan Lichty chose the re-
nowned work of Vincent Van 
Gogh while crafting her Grade 
11 masterpiece. 

“[He] was the artist that I tried 
to imitate, his streakiness and 
expressionist work, because I’m 
more of an expressionist artist,” 
she said, adding that the theme 
of her piece was perspective. 

Amy Lienhart – in Grade 12 
last year – was more interested 
in displaying her own interests 
and passions than in emulating 
other artists. 

“For this one, I had to pick a 
strength, what I was good at in 

art. So I picked stylized imag-
es … and I picked butterflies,” 
she said. “It was just some-
thing that I liked. I wanted to 
do something really colour-
ful.” Other students focused 
on themes such as superhe-
roes and love, to name a few. 

Now that the murals are up, 
the reaction of students and 
staff has begun flowing in. 

“A lot of people said, ‘wow 
they makes the school look so 
different,’ said student coun-
cil member Olivia Vaughan, 
who helped hang the murals. 
“When I was walking in the 
halls on the first day, I was 
trying to notice and I saw 
some people during lunch 
just walking around, looking 
at the paintings.” 

“One mural at a busy inter-
section has the words ‘All you 
need is love.’ I don’t know if 
it’s a subconscious thing or 
what, but people walk away 
and they are humming or 
singing those songs,” said 
Guild. “It makes their day. If 
people are making their way 
along and they are humming 
or singing what goes along 
with the quote, you know that 
it’s effective.” 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With growing 
numbers and 
limited space, 
the Woolwich 

Cardinals Gymnastics Club 
has found somewhere new to 
nest – at least for some of its 
programs. Younger partici-
pants are no longer heading 
to Elmira District Second-
ary School, but to a new fa-
cility in Elmira’s Birdland 
Plaza.

The club’s Kindergym (ages 
4 and 5) and Parent & Tot (18-
months to 3 years) programs 
officially started at the new 
location Jan. 10. Recreation-
al gymnasts (ages 6 and up) 
are still utilizing the high 
school gym, for now.

“They (younger partici-
pants) really need their own 
spot so that we can leave the 
equipment set up for them all 
the time and expand those 
programs. We’re so limited 
for time at the high school, 
and space. We can’t get into 
the high school until 5:30 
at night for set-up, which 
means the programs there 
can’t start until 6 o’clock,” 
explained club president and 
coach Charlotte Foell.

“We were all a little ner-
vous taking that plunge, 
but we made it through the 
first week and we had very 
positive feedback. So far, so 
good.”

At its new facility, programs 
can run from 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., as scheduling dictates.

The move, or at least par-
tial move, has been a work 
in progress for the past 18 
months. Eventually, Foell 
noted, they’d also like to take 
the recreational program out 
of the high school.

“We are still looking,” she 
said, noting the approximate-
ly 1,500-square-foot location 
at Birdland Plaza seemed 
like a good start. “We want-
ed to do a small expansion 
at this point to see whether 
or not it’s feasible to expand 
the program. This space hap-
pened to come up … and we 
said ‘let’s do it in a small sec-
tion at this point and take it 
from there.’”

Cardinals 
find a 

new nest
Gymnastics

organization moves 
a pair of programs 
to Birdland Plaza 

from EDSS

▼ See CLUB page 23▼ See DO page 23

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Crompton fire last 
year showed, among 
other things, that many 
residents in Elmira didn’t 

know – or understand – the im-
portance of the town’s emergency 
shelter-in-place plan; instead of 
remaining indoors, residents 
watched the fire while others 
chose to leave town.  To ensure 
this doesn’t happen again, two 
members of the Community 
Awareness Emergency Response 
(CAER) group in Elmira are dedi-
cating themselves to getting the 
message out – in whatever way 
they can – about the importance 
of shelter-in-place.

The group – which held its first 
meeting on Jan. 6 – is the brain-
child of Christel Hollinger, CAER 
committee chair and Stacey Fer-
ris-White, communications man-
ager at Crompton. The two are 
currently working on ways to 
reach as many residents of Elmi-
ra as possible. 

 “It’s geared strictly toward get-
ting information about shelter-
in-place out there as much as pos-
sible… what to do when you hear 
the siren, what the Community 
Alert Network system is all about 
and what shelter in place is,” said 
Hollinger, adding the June fire at 
Crompton was a wake-up call for 
the committee. 

“We realized that day how much 
of a gap we have and how few peo-
ple really know what shelter-in-
place is all about. We’re hoping to 
get that information out as much 
as possible.”

In the event of a disaster, shel-
ter-in-place asks residents of N3B 
postal codes in Elmira to stay in 
their homes, shut off access to 
outside air and wait for further 
instructions; fleeing the town is 
not an option. “Shelter-in-place is 
the opposite of evacuation… they 
want to leave, we’re telling them 
to stay in place,” said Hollinger. 

To get the message out there, the 
group wants to train other mem-
bers of CAER to go out and talk 
to organizations such as schools, 
churches and businesses, and 
provide information on shelter-in-
place, the CAN phone system and 
other emergency response efforts. 
Information will be presented in 
brochures, pamphlets, presenta-
tions and even a video. 

Educating 
about the
need for 
shelter
Group hopes to

educate public about 
the importance of

shelter-in-place

KYLE REA

Ring in another new year, minus the late-night activities, at the Water-
loo Rec. Complex today: they’ll be celebrating the Chinese New Year with 
a traditional Lion dance, performances, children’s activities and cooking 
demonstrations. It runs 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; admission is free.

Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss’ phone has been ringing off the hook, as it 
were, over Waterloo Region’s next step in the debate of pesticide use. In a 
meeting last week, a council committee agreed to spend up to $75,000 on a 
“pesticide consultation process” to reduce the use of the chemicals.

They may not balance the budget, but they know how to have fun at 
RIM Park: next weekend (Feb. 4-5), the centre hosts a “Winter Melt-
Down Carnival” featuring an indoor midway, children’s entertainment 
and extreme sports. Call 578-3660, ext. 332.

Artas daily inspiration

IF THESE WALLS 
COULD TALK  
Artist Amy Lienhart 
contributed a 
butterfly-themed 
mural to an art 
class project that 
saw EDSS walls 
lined with student 
art.
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Tackling the big fear - some 
giants of agriculture
If universities won’t do it, then who will?
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Picture in your mind 
big, fearsome gi-
ants. These aren’t 

demons. Or Cyclops. Or 
ferocious giants from fa-
bles. Rather, they’re the 
giants we live with every 
day – the issues that have 
a huge presence in our 
lives, and somehow influ-
ence all we do.

They’re so omnipres-
ent, it’s rare to make a 
decision without them 
in mind. They transcend 
seasons, politics, econo-
mies and even atrocities. 
Winter or summer, liber-
al or conservative, rich or 
poor, good times or bad, 
they’re always there.

Earlier this week at the 
launch of this year’s On-
tario Agricultural Col-
lege (OAC) public lecture 
series at the University 
of Guelph, dean Craig 
Pearson shared his big, 
fearsome giants with the 
audience.

He’s about halfway 
through his five-year ap-
pointment as dean. That 
unique vantage point 
gives him the vision to 
see things clearly, and if 
he doesn’t like what he 
sees, it gives him the time 
to do something about it.

Pearson cited his three 
big, fearsome giants as 
our ecological footprint, 
our population’s health, 
and our farmers’ liveli-
hood.

They’re giants of such 
proportion that when 
one stumbles, the other 
two feel the earth shake. 
When one’s sick, the other 
two show symptoms. And 
when one’s in top shape, 
it can bring the other two 
along.

Lately, how often have 
the many, disparate parts 
of the agri-food industry 
– the one Pearson lives 
with daily – been in top 
shape? OAC focuses on 
four pillars: agriculture, 
food, the environment 
and rural communities. 
Every one of these pillars, 
not to mention the big, 
fearsome giants them-
selves, has been stricken 
with some illness.

Addressing these ill-
nesses requires a mul-
tidisciplinary research 
effort, the kind that OAC 
is ideally poised for. 
Thanks to cornerstone 
support from the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food, the college has 
been able to assemble a 
critical mass of research-
ers who are expert in 
everything from finely-
tuned feeding regimes for 
animals to the economic 
impact of rural commu-
nities. When a big, fear-
some giant roars, there’s 
no need to scramble and 

put together a team from 
scratch to diagnose the 
malady. They’re already 
in place, and odds are 
they’re already on top of 
the problem.

One of the beauties of a 
university is that if the 
OAC researchers need to 
enhance their problem-
solving team with ad-
ditional expertise, they 
have a wealth of knowl-
edge in other colleges. 
And if they need to go 
farther, 21 networks of 
research excellence have 
now been established 
across the country (in-
cluding the Advanced 
Foods and Materials Net-
work, headquartered at 
the University of Guelph) 
to make Canada one big 
campus when it comes to 
research.

Universities have a role 
in everyone’s daily life, 
by helping solve society’s 
problems. Research-
ers live to help improve 
the quality of life – be it 
through environmental 
enhancement, health 
promotion or commu-
nity development. They 
create knowledge, and, 
one way or another, that 
leads to innovation and 
prosperity. Agriculture 

has always been built on 
innovation. However, for 
a dozen reasons, mostly 
global and political, pros-
perity does not always 
follow.

That’s frustrating, but 
not impassable. For ex-
ample, there’s still no 
greater solution to hun-
ger – one of the world’s 
biggest fearsome giants – 
than research that leads 
to the enhanced produc-
tion and distribution of 
food. Pearson noted that 
800 million people in the 
world go to bed hungry 
every night, and that 
well-researched solutions 
are needed to ease this 
pain. While agriculture 
does indeed touch many 
areas of society, Pear-
son reminded us it still 
has one main duty – to 
feed people. He thought 
recommitting to helping 
alleviate hunger was a 
pretty solid position to 
take heading into the sec-
ond half of his term.

World hunger – now 
there’s a big, fearsome 
giant. But in Canada, if 
the Davids are supported 
at universities, there’s a 
chance that giant can be 
cut down to a more man-
ageable size.

REALESTATE
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REAL
ESTATE
THE ONLY WEEKLY LISTING YOU NEED

Thinking 
about 
selling 
your 
home 
privately?

• Use the Internet to access buyers 
and show your property in photo-
graphic detail (20+ photos)
• Large, customized lawn sign with 
website, price and contact details 
including your own telephone ex-
tension & pre-recorded three min-
ute message.
• Buyers can contact you by tele-
phone, voicemail, email, or through 
your lawyer at your option.
• Legal Expertise in your corner 
before you list and throughout the 
process, to closing. Avoid the tradi-
tional legal pitfalls of a  private sale!
• Dozens of practical ideas on how 
to improve the value and sales ap-
peal of your property.
• No longer is MLS the only game in 
town

Think 
propertyshop.ca

A LIMITED TIME OFFER - NO RISK
Sign on with propertyshop.ca and your system 
access costs of $380.00 plus GST are deferred until 
you sell your house! Try our system at NO RISK!
Your outgoing recorded message will be provided 
by a professional voice talent at no charge.

CALL A PARTICIPATING LAWYER TO FIND OUT HOW PROPERTYSHOP.CA 
CAN WORK FOR YOU IN THE SALE OF YOUR MOST IMPORTANT ASSET.

SCOTT GRAINGER
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I T O R

TEL: 519-669-1736 EMAIL: scottcasey@golden.net
THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS 

WITH PROPERTYSHOP.CA

This semi-detached home in desirable Birdland subdivision is 
a perfect starter for the young family within walking distance 
to shopping, public, separate and secondary schools. The pine 
kitchen, constructed in solid pine is impressive. Basement is 
fully finished with a three piece bathroom, including a built-
in shower. Upstairs there are three bedrooms and a three 
piece bath. The fully fenced rear yard backs on to public 
school grounds, rendering excellent privacy. 

Upgrades include all new vinyl windows upstairs, 1 new vinyl 
window in the finished basement. The roof is only 1 year old. 
The property is serviced by central air conditioning and high 
efficiency gas furnace, both installed approximately 3 years 
ago. 

Starter homes in this price range are rare in Elmira and this 
one will sell quickly. Contact the vendors’ lawyer, Scott 
Grainger, to arrange your viewing of this home today (669-
1736 or scottcasey@golden.net).

SAVE THOUSANDS 
IN REAL ESTATE 
COMMISSIONS.

GREAT 
STARTER
SEMI IN
DESIRABLE 
BIRDLAND

www.propertyshop.ca

85 Oriole Parkway
Elmira ̶ $153,000

Contact the vendors:
Melonie & Randy Moyer
c/o Scott Grainger
tel: 669-1736
scottcasey@golden.net

PROPERTY ID:
# 2252

24 HOUR INFO LINE
(519) 742-5700
Ext 2251

1-866-432-6884

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 to 
2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $209,900. Semi-
detached homes starting at $193,900. Visit our models 
and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive, Elmira.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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I before E except after C... or in a whole host of other words
Q.  The breathtaking 630-foot-
high 44,000-ton concrete and 
steel St. Louis Gateway Arch 
has a nifty curve.  Is it  a) a 
semicircle   b) a parabola   c) 
a catenary   d) part of an el-
lipse?

A.  C, but make that an in-
verted catenary — like the 
droop of a rope hung loose-
ly from pole to pole, then 
frozen and turned upside 
down.  If you picked parab-
ola you’re in good company, 
for Galileo himself mistak-
enly believed this. But it’s a 
more special type of curve.  
Key fact about an inverted 
catenary like the Gateway 
Arch is that every point on 
it is in compression, mak-
ing for an extremely strong 
and stable architectural 
structure.
Q.  “I before E except after C.”  
What thanks do schoolkids 
owe the originator of this fa-
mous mnemonic device for 

spelling words like “receive,” 
“deceive,” “conceive,” “con-
ceit,” “ceiling”?

A.  No thanks at all for 
this anCIEnt, unsCIEn-
tific, ineffiCIEnt, insuffi-
CIEnt and defiCIEnt rule!  
NEIther should kids try 
to rule-spell “finanCIEr,” 
“soCIEty,” “juiCIEr,” nor 
anything in the group of 
“EIght,” “bEIge,” “nEIgh-
bor,” “codEIne,”  “pro-
tEIn,” “rEIgn,” “sEIze,” 
“thEIr,” “wEIgh” and 
“wEIrd.”

There are well over 100 
such exceptions, says Da-
vid Crystal in The Cam-
bridge Encyclopedia of the 
English Language, with IE 
following C, or EI follow-
ing just about anything it 
chooses.  The only way to 
impose a degree of order 
on this muddle is to re-
late spellings to grammar 
and pronunciation, such 

as exceptions involving 
affixes (agencies, seeing, 
absenteeism) or proper 
names (Einstein, O’Neill, 
Leicester), or how the IE/
EI is sounded, such as in 
an unstressed syllable of 
“ancient.”
Q.  Of all the many things you 
might be allergic to, what just 
could be the nuttiest of them 
all?

A.  Your lover’s sweet 
but potentially danger-
ous kisses, says Science 
News magazine.  The of-
fending ingredient here 
is not lips or saliva but 
some sort of food eaten 
by the other person, often 
peanuts, says Suzanne S. 
Teuber of the University of 

California-Davis School of 
Medicine.  In a number of 
cases studied, the kissees 
had developed hives where 
they were kissed or rarely, 
other symptoms, even 
though some of the kissers 
had eaten the nuts hours 
earlier, and occasionally 
even despite a teethbrush-
ing in the interim.  Symp-
toms tended to commence 
within a minute, such as 
localized itching and swell-
ing.  One serious reaction 
was in a peanut-allergic 
boy; another sent a young 
woman to an emergency 
room with anaphylaxis af-
ter kissing her shrimp-eat-
ing boyfriend.

Some 2%-4% of the U.S. 

population have food al-
lergies — about 1% to 
peanuts or tree nuts such 
as walnuts, cashews and 
almonds, 2% to seafoods.  
In one UC-Davis survey, 
6% of the allergic partici-
pants reported reactions 
from kissing.  Similar 
numbers came out of a 
European survey.  Scott 
Sicherer of New York’s Mt. 
Sinai School of Medicine 
reported that a peck on the 
cheek is unlikely to cause 
a severe problem, but that 
longer, more passionate 
kisses with much saliva ex-
changed just might.  

For people with severe 
food allergies, advised Si-
cherer, always carry self-
injectable epinephrine.  
“It will buy time to get 
to a hospital emergency 
room.”
Q.  How strongly does the Sun 
tug on the Earth from its perch 

in space 93,000,000 miles 
away?

A.  It tugs not at all from 
that distance — as Albert 
Einstein understood and 
corrected Isaac Newton’s 
theory of gravity — but 
rather it warps the very 
fabric of space (and time) 
right in our neighborhood.  
Imagine the bending of a 
rubber sheet caused by a 
grapefruit sitting on it, the 
bend reaching all the way 
out to a distant marble that 
rolls along a curve in the 
sheet.  The marble is the 
Earth following a circular 
warp in space around the 
Sun (grapefruit).  Thus we 
move not at Star Trek’s 
warp speed but along a 
warped-space trajectory.  
And as you might suppose, 
even your body’s mass 
warps the space around 
you, though by a minus-
cule amount to be sure.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884

Calling All Kids in Grades 4 to 6 – You are invited to 
join in the fun at the Youth Centre every Saturday. The 
“YC”, “SPYC” program begins Sat. Feb. 5, 1 – 4 p.m. 
$2. per Sat. Come and join in the fun of computers, 
pool, air hockey and more. Located above the arena 
on Snyder Ave. For more information 669-3539. 

January 29
Spaghetti Dinner & Salad Bar Royal Canadian 
Legion, 11 First St., E., Elmira. 5 and 7 p.m. (two 
sittings). Tickets purchased in advance at the 
Legion,  call 669-2932. Cost: adults $10; children 5 
– 10  yrs., $4, under 5 yrs $2. 

January 30 
Woolwich Community Lions Club – “Share The 
Repair” a beans and rice lunch in support of the 
tsunami survivors. Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. 
11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Cost: “Give what you hope to 
receive.” All proceeds at Lions Club International 
Foundation – South Asia Tsunami Disaster Fund.

February 3
Babysitting Course at The Kid’s And I Resource 
Centre, 3:45 p.m.  Eight-week program for 12 year 
olds starting Feb. 3. For information call 669-3043. 

February 4
Valentine’s Banquet & Auction Children’s Home 
International, St. Jacobs United Church. 6:30 p.m. 
For tickets call 669-8130.

February 6
Jericho Road Quartet concert. 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 685 Avenue 
at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. For more information 
call 888-7870. Free-will offering. 

February 12 
Quilt and Tea from 9 a.m. – noon at Breslau 
Mennonite Church. Come and put a stitch in a 
special quilt that  is being made for the Breslau 
Homecoming and will be auctioned off the week-

end of June 10-12, 2005. For more information on 
evening quilt times call Cheryl at 648-2947 or visit 
the website www.breslau.org/homecoming.

February 13
Evening Service featuring guest speaker Rev. 
Gord William, 7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian 
Church, 685 Avenue at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. 
For more information call 888-7870. Free-will 
offering. 

February 15 
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. 
– 1:15 p.m. Baked spaghetti & meatballs, salad, roll, 
raspberry chiffon squares, coffee, tea $8. Soup & 
roll to go - $2. Soup, roll, dessert to go $4. Everyone 
Welcome.  

February 19
Roast Beef Dinner 5-7 p.m. Trinity United Church, 
21 Arthur St., N., Elmira. Adults $12, children age 5-
12 $5; under five free. Tickets available until Feb. 17 
at Read’s Decorating 669-3658 or the Church Office 
669-5560. 

February 20
Heartsong Trio, 7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian 
Church, 685 Avenue at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. 
For more information call 888-7870. Free will 
offering. 

February 26 
House Parties Fundraiser – Woolwich Community 
Lions Club 2nd annual fundraiser from 9:30 a.m. – 3 
p.m. at Trinity United Church, Elmira. A fun filled event 
with various different “home party” consultants such 
as Partylite, Fantasia, Tupperware, Pampered Chef, 
5th Avenue Jewellers, Princess House and many 
more!!! Sit and relax in our tea room and enjoy a cup 
of hot tea or coffee, sandwiches and delicious baked 
goods. All proceeds to our Playground Equipment 
Project at Lions Park in Elmira. 
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Welcome our early arrival, Patience 
Lauretta Kieswetter born at Stratford 
General Hospital January 5, 2005 at 
3:52am, 4lb15oz.
First time proud parents Nicole Guen-
ette and Rob Kieswetter. Excited 
grandparents Claude and Pat Guen-
ette, Jim and Karen Kieswetter.
Mommy and Daddy hope they bring 
you as much happiness as you bring 
us. You are our angel sent from heav-
en. We are so glad to have you home. 
We love you Pace!
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BIRTHDAY

A year of long nights,
warm bottles, dirty diapers, 

and beautiful memories!
HAPPY 1ST BIRTHDAY

NOLAN!
We love you!

Love Mommy & Daddy

FAMILYALBUM
BIRTHDAY BIRTH NOTICE

HAPPY 1ST

BIRTHDAY ELENA!

Love, Daddy, Mommy
and big sister Maya

Part of the inspiration for 
the move, she continued, 
is the growth in participa-
tion the club has seen as of 
late.

“We’ve probably had a 
20 per cent increase over 
the last 12 months,” she 
explained, suggesting 
some of that may have 
been inspired by Canada’s 
performance at the 2004 
Olympics.

The Kindergym and Par-
ent & Tot programs cur-
rently have about 70 chil-
dren enrolled – about the 
same number as the recre-
ational program. 

Club gains some space
Continued from page 19

RICHARD VIVIAN

“Instead of one of us 
standing up in front of 
groups and talking for six 
minutes, they can watch a 
video which will basically 
reiterate everything that 
we want them to know 
about shelter-in-place,” 
said Hollinger.

“We want an actor in 
the video to go through 
the motion of shelter-in-
place procedure,” said 
Ferris-White. “You hear 

Continued from page 19

Do the right thing, says CAER
the siren, what do you do? 
There are, seemingly, a lot 
of people who don’t know 
what to do when the siren 
goes off…the video will 
show [that].”

In conjunction with a 
video, Ferris-White said 
educating new families is 
also important. 

“One of the issues in 
Elmira is the growth. It’s 
expanding rapidly and we 
want to make sure we’re 
reaching new homeown-

ers.”
The Crompton Public Ad-

visory Committee is also 
interested in getting on-
board; at Monday’s CPAC 
meeting, members agreed 
to request input on the 
emergency measures.

“I think we’d be quite in-
terested in that discussion 
around shelter-in-place 
and the communication 
and education our commu-
nity about it,” said CPAC 
chair Pat McLean.

RICHARD VIVIAN

BREZINA, Harry Franklin
Passed away, peacefully, at Trinity Village 
Care Centre, on Tuesday evening, January 
25, 2005, at the age of 91.

Local relatives are son James Brezina and 
his wife Janet of St. Jacobs.

DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES
DIETRICH, Fred
Passed away, after a brief illness, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener, on Monday, 
January 24, 2005, at the age of 66.

Local relatives are brother Paul Dietrich and his 
wife Anita of Wellesley and sister Marg Hins-
perger and her husband Walter of Milverton.

EDENBOROUGH, Harry “Diggy”
Peacefully, on Thursday, January 20, 2005, 
at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener. Harry 
Edenborough, in his 92nd year, of Elmira.

HAIGHT, Mary Margaret “Peggy”
At Woodstock General Hospital, on Monday, 
January 24, 2005 Mary Margaret “Peggy” 
Haight, of Norwich, in her 86th year.

Local relatives are son Murray Haight and 
his wife Mary of Elmira.

HARNACK, Brenda
Passed away at KW Hospital on Sunday, 
January 23, 2005, Brenda (nee McDou-
gall) Harnack in her 54th year.

Local relatives are sister Pat Moore and 
her husband Ron of St. Jacobs.

SAWICZ, Joanna
Suddenly at her home in Toronto on Janu-
ary 25, 2005, 57 years of age.

Local relatives are sister Apolonia (Pola) 
Plein and her husband Adolph of Elmira.

DEATH NOTICES

THE PIE’S THE LIMIT  Volunteers 
at Elmira’s Gale Presbyterian 
Church raised $4,500 Jan. 22 in 
support of their building fund. 
Originally, hoping to pre-sell 400 
pies,  the group saw orders reach 
720 before they were cut off. 
But when volunteers – including 
pastry rollers Peter Fulcher (left) 
and Dave Madden – finished, 
they found there was still plenty 
of time and ingredients, so 
they made another 190 pies, 
which were all sold by Monday 
morning.

A SWINGING NEW JOINT  Coach Charlotte Foell assists three-year-
old Katie Kruetner as she swings from a bar at the Woolwich Cardinals 
Gymnastic Club’s new facility at Elmira’s Birdland Plaza.

TAKE AND BAKE



VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of most new in-stock 2005 Dodge vehicles equipped as described. Prices and total obligations listed

exclude freight ($1,200 for Magnum, $1,050 for Dakota and $1,175 for Ram), licence, insurance, applicable taxes, registration, retailer charges and $50 PPSA. Offers are subject to change without notice. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are

subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * Cash purchase price applies only to 2005 Magnum SE (22C), (Magnum R/T model shown, MSRP $37,595). Dakota Club Cab ST 4x2 (23A), Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT 4x4

(26G+WF3+DMH) and cannot be combined with purchase financing. † Leases are based on 48 month terms for 2005 Dodge Magnum SE (22C): total lease obligation is $18,624 @ 3.8% ALR, Dakota Club Cab ST 4x2 (23A): total lease obligation is $14,304 @

2.8% ALR and Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT 4x4 (26G+WF3+DMH): total lease obligation is $20,400 @ 2.8% ALR. First month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to

81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ** 0% purchase financing up to 36 months on new, in-stock 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 models (all), 2500/3500 (gasoline models only) and Dodge Dakota (all

models). Example: $34,200 financed @ 0% for 36 months, monthly payment is $950, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $34,200. If customers choose 0% financing they forego additional incentives

available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate factoring in these incentives could be up to 6.06%. ™Sentry Key is a trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™ESP is a trademark of DaimlerChrysler AG.

® Magnum and HEMI are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ‡Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA) scoring system for 2005 model year Dodge Magnum and Ram 1500.

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS

2005 DODGE MAGNUM SE
• 2.7L 190hp DOHC 24-valve V6 engine • 4-speed automatic transmission 

• Air conditioning • AM/FM stereo with CD player • 4-wheel disc brakes with anti-lock and
All Speed Traction Control • 4-wheel independent suspension • Unique-access liftgate

• Rear-wheel drive with Electronic Stability Program (ESP™) • Remote Keyless/Illuminated entry
• Sentry Key™ Engine Immobilizer • Power locks, mirrors and windows 

• Advanced Multistage airbags with Occupant Classification System for front passenger

PURCHASE FOR

$27,995 *

0%**
OR LEASE FOR OR CHOOSE

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$298 †
PURCHASE FROM

$21,588 * PURCHASE
F INANCING FOR
36 MONTHS

ALL NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB CAB ST 4X2
• 210hp 3.7L Magnum® V6 engine • 6-speed manual transmission • Air conditioning 

• 16-inch styled steel wheels • Advanced multistage driver & front outboard passenger airbags 
• Front disc, rear drum brakes with rear anti-lock • AM/FM/CD stereo • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 

0%**
OR CHOOSEPURCHASE FOR

$33,388* PURCHASE
F INANCING FOR
36 MONTHS

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4

• 345hp 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine • 5-speed automatic transmission • 2-range part-time shift-on-the-fly, floor-mounted transfer case 
• 4-wheel disc brakes with rear-wheel anti-lock (ABS) • AM/FM stereo with CD player (CD changer controls) and 4 speakers 

• Power locks, mirrors and windows • Remote keyless entry • Speed control • 20-inch polished cast aluminum wheels 
• Next-Generation, multistage driver and front passenger air bags

R/T MODEL SHOWN

$0  DOWN PAYMENT

OR LEASE FOR

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$425 †

$0  DOWN PAYMENT

OR LEASE FOR

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$388 †

$0  DOWN PAYMENT
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AWARDED NHTSA FIVE STAR CRASH RATING‡

for frontal impact, the U.S. Government’s highest rating.

AWARDED NHTSA FIVE
STAR CRASH RATING‡

for frontal impact, the U.S.
Government’s highest rating.
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