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Maybe it’s because Young Drivers 
has thirty years of experience 
teaching collision avoidance.

And over half a million 
graduates, coast to coast.

And more than a million dollars 
invested in driver training            
research, plus another million 

invested in annual recertification 
programs for our instructors over 
the past 10 years.

And has achieved Registration 
to the coveted ISO 9001 Quality 
Assurance Management Standards.

No matter what they say, no one 
else is anything like Young Drivers!

That’s what parents are for.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A 28-year-old Elmira 
man was ordered to 
stay away from work 
and areas where chil-

dren gather, after appearing 
in a Kitchener court last week 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich council got 
a day’s jump on fed-
eral Finance Minis-
ter Ralph Goodale, 

putting in place the township’s 
2005 budget on Feb. 22.

In giving the document its 
seal of approval, council also 
gave the township a pat on the 
back: its tax increase is the 
lowest among municipalities in 
Waterloo Region, and it got the 
job done quicker than most.

Under the budget approved 
this week, ratepayers will see a 
2.9-per-cent hit on the township 
portion of their property taxes. 
The increase would mean an 
additional payout of approxi-
mately $12 per year on a home 
at the average assessed level of 
$183,000.

The increase would support a 
proposed operating budget of 
$7 million and capital expendi-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This week’s snowfall may have 
meant hefty shovelling action for 
some, but it also brought smiles to 
the faces of Breslau Public School 

students. Wednesday morning (Feb. 23), 
the school hosted its annual Winter Car-
nival.

Snow day!

Alleged incidents involves 16-year-old high school girl doing co-op
to answer charges of sexual as-
sault and sexual exploitation 
involving a 16-year-old girl.

Rodrigo Martinez was arrest-
ed Feb. 15, following an investi-
gation by the Waterloo Regional 
Police major case unit into alle-
gations involving a high school 
co-op student working under 

his guidance at the Safe Haven 
Shelter for youth in Kitchener. 

A “series of incidents” are al-
leged to have occurred between 
October 2004 and January 2005, 
while the student worked as a 
peer mentor for the shelter’s 
day program. That service of-
fers youths assistance with 

school work, résumés and pro-
vides a range of activities. 

Martinez – who was suspend-
ed with pay pending the out-
come of the investigation – has 
been employed at the shelter for 
fi ve years and was responsible 
for the day program, explained 
Rosanna Mateff, manager of 

the Betty Thompson Youth 
Centre, home to the shelter.

“We’ve never had anything 
[like this] come forward in 
the history of the centre, as 
far as I’m aware of,” she said 
of the complaint. “We don’t 
want to discourage anyone 

“It’s purely for fun for the students. 
The kids seem to enjoy it,” said Maggie 
Watson, Grade 5/6 class teacher. Along 
with Grade 6 teacher Lucy Coccimiglio, 
Watson helped guide the school’s stu-
dent council – Grade 7 and 8 students 
– through the carnival’s organizing pro-
cess.

“It’s nice because it’s student-run; I 
know in other cases, many times, teach-

ers run the events. The Grade 7s and 8s 
have taken a leadership role and they run 
it. It seems to go off very well. We’re very 
pleased.”

Throughout the morning, students made 
their way to a number of events both in-
side the school gym and throughout the 
back play area. Games included a penny 
hunt in the snow, a tug-of-war, basketball, 

PULLING THEIR WEIGHT  Along with their teammates, Grade 3 student Lauren Knowles (front left) and Grade 5 student Amanda Zimmer try to best the competition 
during the snow-covered tug-of-war at Breslau PS Wednesday morning (Feb. 23); just one of several events that highlighted the school’s annual Winter Carnival.

A morning of games for Breslau PS Winter Carnival
RICHARD VIVIAN
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volleyball, hockey and 
obstacle courses.

Most of the school’s 355 
students took part in the 
morning events – students 
had the afternoon off as 
part of a professional de-
velopment day for school 
staff – with the exception 
of two afternoon Kin-
dergarten classes. In all 
260 students split into 26 
teams, each named after 
a letter of the alphabet, 
including students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 8.

“They’re playing for 
points, so the winning 
team will receive a prize 
at the end. It’s two teams 
against each other at one 
event,” Watson said, not-
ing the prize at the end 
of the morning consisted 
of some “treats” for the 
team with the most col-
lective points.

Breslau PS students take 
day to celebrate snow

Continued from cover

from seeking services 
here at all. ... We take 
these complaints very se-
riously. We’ve made sure 
there’s no risk to anyone.

“We’re cooperating with 
the police investigation.”

The major case unit 
started its investigation 
early this month, when 
the co-op student first 
filed a complaint. An ar-
rest was made without 
incident at the Waterloo 
Regional Police head-
quarters on Kitchener’s 
Frederick Street.

“He was arrested by ap-
pointment. We didn’t is-
sue a warrant; the inves-
tigators made contact and 
requested him to come 
in to be interviewed. At 
that point, he voluntarily 
came in and was arrest-
ed,” explained Staff Sgt. 
Bryan Larkin.

In court for a show-cause 
hearing Feb. 17, Martinez 
was released on $5,000 
bail and a recognizance 
order which prohibits 
him from attending the 
Safe Haven Shelter and 
from contacting the vic-
tim. It also restricts him 
from areas where chil-
dren may gather, includ-
ing parks and schools.

He’s set to return to court 
Wednesday (Mar. 2).

tures of $4.8 million, said 
director of finance Dan 
Chapman.

The hike sees a 1.4-per-
cent jump in the general 
tax levy; the remaining 
1.5-per-cent increase 
represents a special capi-
tal levy for recreation 
projects – some $62,000 
for the reserve fund ear-
marked for Woolwich’s 
extensive, township-wide 
recreational facilities 
program.

“We’re probably one of 

the lowest increases in 
the region – I’m not sure 
everybody’s set their 
budget, but at this point, 
without the recreational 
capital amount, it’s the 
lowest in the region. I 
think that’s pretty ex-
citing,” said Coun. Pat 
McLean.

Her remarks prompted 
Mayor Bill Strauss to 
comment about the brag-
ging rights he’s enjoyed 
while meeting with his 
counterparts at regional 
council.

“We are the lowest in 
the region – I’ve been 
bragging about that. Peo-
ple ask me ‘when are you 
starting your budget’ and 
I’ve been saying ‘we’re 
done,’” he noted.

Last month, the region 
itself approved a 3.9-per-
cent tax increase. Kitch-
ener is talking about five 
per cent, and Waterloo is 
looking at something in 
the area of six or seven 
per cent. Cambridge and 
Wilmot Township are 
both proposing a similar 

increase of two or three 
per cent. Neither Welles-
ley nor North Dumfries 
townships has stated a 
2005 target.

Along with the tax 
increases and spend-
ing targets, councillors 
approved transferring 
$400,000 in surplus 
funds from 2004 into its 
recreation facilities re-
serve fund. Recreation 
capital will also get a 
boost from $200,000 in 
interest payments cour-
tesy of the township’s 

stake in Waterloo North 
Hydro.

The township has set up 
portions of the reserve 
fund for each of the ma-
jor rec. projects, includ-
ing community centres 
in Maryhill, Conestogo 
and Breslau. The larg-
est will undoubtedly be a 
proposed multi-use facil-
ity housing a new arena 
and pool in Elmira. Un-
der these accounts, the 
township can receive do-
nations for each project, 
and provide tax-deduct-

ible receipts, Chapman 
explained.

Currently, only the 
Elmira project has such 
public money on the 
books – some $3,200 – but 
that’s expected to pick up 
as each project gets clos-
er to launch. The fund 
does not include the bulk 
of the money raised so far 
for the Elmira facility, 
including some $150,000 
raised last summer at the 
first annual Dan Snyder 
Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment.

Continued from cover

Woolwich sees lowest tax hike in the region

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Keeping a roof over 
your kids’ heads – 
at least during the 

school day – got a little 
easier this week, cour-
tesy of new provincial 
money for infrastructure 
repairs and upgrades at 
Ontario’s schools.

Under phase one of the 
program, the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) would 
receive $24.7 million, 
while the Waterloo Catho-
lic District School Board 
is slated for $6 million.

Not a grant, the money 
comes as financing aid: 
the province will pick up 
the payments for monies 
borrowed by the boards 
to cover repairs. The plan 
covers amortization over 
25 years. Province-wide, 
the new program would 
finance some $3 billion 
in repairs.

Destined for the region’s 
115 public and 52 Catho-
lic schools, the cash will 

School boards gain infrastructure financing
Buildings in Breslau, Floradale among those to benefit from new provincial program

be used for high prior-
ity repairs, such as roofs, 
heating systems and win-
dows, and moderate nec-
essary repairs, such as 
fixing floors. 

“What the ministry is 
going to do is give us an-
nual mortgage payments 
in phase one … for major 
maintenance where the 
priority is deemed ur-
gent or high,” explained 
George Barnard, super-
intendent of business 
services for the public 
board.

The board borrows 
money, and the ministry 
pays the finance charges: 
“Based on that data, I 
have to come up with a 
plan that says how I’m 
going to spend that first 
$24 million. By the fall, 
I have to identify how I 
will spend the next allot-
ment [phase two], which 
I expect to be a similar 
amount of money.”

The second phase will 
see an addition injection 
of money used to fund 
further improvements, 

expansion plans and re-
placing schools. 

While looking forward 
to the cash influx, Bar-
nard said the board has 
more than $100 million 
worth of backlogged 
repair items to work 
through. 

“The $24 million will be 
a good first step … [but] I 
could probably spend all 
$24 million in the first 
phase on roofing alone,” 
he said. “[The money] is 
welcome and it’ll help us 
address a lot of the back-
log, because our current 
funding won’t do that. It 

will allow us to focus oth-
er money on other things 
we haven’t been able to do 
a lot of, such as parking, 
painting and flooring and 
issues like that. It’ll go a 
long way in addressing 
urgent needs.”

Local schools in Flo-
radale and Breslau will 
benefit from any repair 
projects that come their 
way; both have high pri-
ority repairs and should 
be able to take advantage 
of phase-one funding. 

“I don’t know exactly 
how much will come our 
way, but things we are 
looking at are possibly 
fixing the gym floor and 
fixing some windows in 
the library that are dete-
riorating and … the front 
entrance where the con-
crete has come apart,” 
said Breslau PS principal 
Bill Grobe. “So instead 

of waiting five years for 
a new gym floor, I might 
only have to wait a year.” 

He is pleased that the 
government is send-
ing dollars to the school 
board. 

“I’ll take whatever [they] 
want to give … anytime 
that they can put money 
into infrastructure is a 
good thing,” he said. “Be-
cause my building is 50 
years old, things need re-
placing that you wouldn’t 
need to replace in a new 
structure … anytime that 
they can put money into 
infrastructure is money 
that doesn’t have to be 
taken from somewhere 
else.”

At Floradale PS, princi-
pal LeeAnne Andriessen 
hopes provincial dol-
lars will help speed up 
planned renovations. 

“I know that the back 

wall of the school is 
scheduled to be done in 
2006 … I was wondering 
if that might occur a bit 
faster based on the fund-
ing that’s been provided,” 
she said. “We are looking 
at some possible reno-
vations to include more 
space. That had been 
scheduled already, but 
not for another year.

“It may speed [up the 
process] of those projects 
currently scheduled.”

Barnard said plans for 
the first phase have to be 
into the Ministry of Edu-
cation by the summer; by 
October, phase two must 
be ready to go.

He added that more de-
tails will emerge over the 
next few months. 

“We know enough to 
move ahead with the first 
$24.7 million, but we will 
need more details.”

Continued from cover

Assault 
on co-op 
student

RICHARD VIVIAN

DIGGING FOR COPPER  Grade 
1 student Calista Bloedorn 
searches through the snow for 
pennies – one of several games 
organized by senior Breslau 
PS students for Wednesday’s 
annual Winter Carnival.
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Decelerating on 
Gerber Road

KYLE REA

Elmira couple faces cancer treatments hand-in-hand

Bridge design over 
Canagagigue approved

Thieves disconnect, 
steal furnace from 

model home

Woolwich deemed 
ready for disasters
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After years of marriage, it’s not 
unusual for couples to grow more 
alike, to take on some of each oth-
er’s characteristics. For Elmira’s 

Keith and Julie Spielmacher, that tendency 
came with an unexpected twist: just two 
weeks apart, each was diagnosed with can-
cer.

But the Spielmachers – both 57 and in 
their 35th year of marriage – are not alone 
in this ordeal: they have their family, sup-
port from the community and, of course, 
each other.  

Julie was the first one to be diagnosed; 
on Jan. 18, she was informed that she had 
inflammatory breast cancer, a rare form of 
the illness whereby finger-like extensions 
grow out from one central tumour.

“It was something I found in December 
… and [there] was an immediate response 
[from my doctor],” she said, noting the 
cancer hasn’t spread. She’ll undergo six 
months of chemotherapy, followed by sur-
gery and radiation treatments to eliminate 
the cancer. 

Keith’s condition is much worse. He no-

ticed something was wrong back in Octo-
ber, when he began to have stomach and 
abdominal pain. His doctor sent him for a 
battery of tests, but while he was waiting 
for the results, his condition took a turn 
for the worse.  

“Dad was admitted [to the emergency 
room] on Jan. 29… we hadn’t gotten the 
results back from the CAT scan, and his 
pain was beginning to get a bit more in-
tolerable. He missed work on the 28th 
and was throwing up because of some of 
the pain medication that had been pre-
scribed,” explained daughter Andrea 
Bender. “He said ‘I think I better go to the 
hospital now,’ so he went and the emer-
gency doctor ordered his results … then 
the oncologist came and told him it was 
cancer.”

In fact, the news was even worse than 
Julie had received: Keith was diagnosed 
with an advanced case of pancreatic can-
cer. 

“It’s pretty much incurable. It’s just a 
matter of time and quality of life from 
here on in,” said Keith, who noted the 
cancer has spread to his liver. 

He remained in hospital until Feb. 25, 
when he was cleared to go home, but he 

returns to Kitchener’s Grand River Re-
gional Cancer Centre once a week for che-
motherapy. The treatment aims to slow the 
disease and to ease some of the pain; he’s 
been undergoing mild chemo for three 
weeks now; he’ll have three more sessions 
before doctors reassess his condition.

“It’s hit and miss from there,” he said. 
“The chemo is effective in 20 per cent of 

cases, so it will shrink it a little bit and give 
him some more time,” said Melanie Austin, 
the couple’s youngest daughter. 

But by his side every step of the way will 
be Julie – she started chemotherapy Feb. 
17. Their sessions have been arranged to 
let them go through treatment together. 
“His session was supposed to be for Wednes-
days, but when mom started hers, Melanie 
made a call to the doctors, to switch his 
time around so they could be together,” 
said Andrea, noting their appointments 
are within half an hour of each other. 

The two daughters also attend each ses-
sion to support their parents. 

“It shows how family oriented [the cancer 
centre] is,” said Keith. “This is a family or-
deal.”

Both daughters have also taken leave of 

With this week’s approved speed limit 
reduction on Gerber Road in Wellesley 
township, motorists will have to keep 
a closer eye on their speedometre. 
Meeting Wednesday evening (Feb. 23), 
regional council approved a 10-km/h 
speed limit reduction for a 1.6 kilometre 
section near Moser Young Road.
The change – from 70 to 60 km/h – will 

be in place for a one-year term, with a re-
view of its success to follow. The reduc-
tion is designed to address traffic and 
pedestrian concerns in the area.
Signs will also be erected in the area 

warning drivers to use caution, as farm 
machinery often crosses the roadway.

Currently reduced to a single-lane, a 
new design for the Canagagigue Creek 
bridge on Elmira’s Church Street was ap-
proved this week. Regional council gave 
a new design the green light during it’s 
Wednesday meeting.
The project – construction of which is 

expected to start in the spring – will see 
the deteriorating structure replaced with 
a single span reinforced concrete bridge, 
including sidewalks, paved shoulders 
and a wider bridge deck to accommo-
date cyclists and buggies.
With the new design, the cost of the 

project jumped $160,000 to an esti-
mated budget of $1.4 million, including 
the expense of temporary traffic signals 
currently installed there.

A gas furnace was “professionally” 
disconnected and removed from a Porch 
Light Drive model home in Elmira late 
last week. Sometime overnight Feb. 16, 
thieves forced their way into the model 
home via a basement window and made 
off with a brand new, but fully installed, 
Lennox-brand gas furnace.
A microwave was also taken. The two 

missing items have a combined value of 
less than $2,000.
The incident was reported to police 

the following morning when sales staff 
arrived for the day. So far, the police 
haven’t turned up any suspects, but the 
investigation continues.

Hope for the best. Prepare for the worst. 
That motto – mandated by the provincial 
government – now applies officially to 
Woolwich Township, which last week 
learned it had reached the “essential” 
level demanded under the Emergency 
Management Act.
The designation means the township 

has cleared the first of three bars – es-
sential, enhanced and comprehensive 
– set by Emergency Management On-
tario. All municipalities in the province 
are required to document their disaster 
readiness.
“It really is quite an accomplishment; 

not all municipalities have [even] sub-
mitted their forms, so they’re still work-
ing toward getting that first level,” chief 
administrative officer Peter Simmons 
told councillors Feb. 22.
Woolwich becomes the third munici-

pality in Waterloo Region to reach that 
goal – and the first with a volunteer fire 
department, he stressed. The cities of 
Kitchener and Cambridge have also won 
the designation.

▼ See FAMILY page 4

THE GOOD FIGHT Elmira’s Julie and Keith Spielmacher were diagnosed with cancer just two weeks apart. Family and friends are helping them through the ordeal.
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Every year, thousands of Ontarians stop smoking. 

For themselves. For their families. For life. 

You can too. So set your quit date. And for help, 

call Smokers’ Helpline: 1-877-513-5333.

You say you’d do anything for them? Prove it.
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absences from work to 
care for their parents. 

Since Julie and Keith 
became sick, there has 
been an outpouring of 
cards, flowers and sup-
port from a large net-
work of family, friends, 
relatives, and the Elmi-
ra community, as well 
as numerous health 
care workers who have 
gone out of their way to 
help. 

“We had to put a sign on 
the door at the hospital 
saying ‘keep your visits 
to five minutes,’ because 
there were so many peo-
ple coming in over,” An-
drea said with a laugh.

“[The support] has been 
there from the begin-
ning,” said Keith. 

“It (the support net-
work) has to be there, 
or we would never cope. 
We’ve had an outpouring 
of generosity. Elmira has 

Budget likely to please area residents

had a lot of grief over the 
years and they’ve really 
come together,” added Ju-
lie. “And Keith and I feed 
off of each other.”

While it will be a chal-
lenge for both to lead nor-
mal lives, Keith said he’s 
going to try his best. 

“We should be able to 
get out one at a time, with 
help, pretty much any-
time we want to,” said 
Keith. “There’s not much 
mechanical holding me 

back. It’s just my own 
personal health. I could 
go down to the coffee 
shop for the day and sit 
down. So it’s not like I’m 
[totally] housebound.”

If the worst should hap-
pen, he hopes he’ll be able 
to remain in his home, 
surrounded by caring 
friends and family. 

“I’d rather have it here 
[at home]. If at all possi-
ble, that’s where it will 
be.”

Family faces cancer together
Continued from page 3

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While it’s impos-
sible to please 
everyone all the 

time, local residents are 
likely to be satisfied with 
the federal budget an-
nounced Wednesday (Feb. 
23), say area represen-
tatives. With a focus on 
tax cuts, defence spend-
ing and environmental 
initiatives, the 2005/2006 
national budget provides 
a little something for ev-
eryone.

The five-year spending 
plan laid out by Liberal 

“I think there was a bit of something in there for everybody,” says Seiling
Finance Minister Ralph 
Goodale includes the 
promised share of federal 
gas taxes with municipal-
ities, $5 billion for child 
care program develop-
ment, personal tax relief 
initiatives and a $12.8 
billion boost in defence 
spending.

“I like the balanced ap-
proach here: paying down 
debt, spending smartly 
in certain areas and tax 
relief. Those are always 
key components that, in 
balance, are key for Ca-
nadians,” commented 
MP Lynn Myers (Liberal 
– Kitchener-Conestoga). 

“A lot of people, certainly 
in our area, like to see 
debt reduction. A lot of 
people also like tax relief, 
myself included.”

On the tax relief front, 
the budget includes a 
boost to the level of non-
taxable income (from 
$8,150 in 2004 to $10,000 
by 2009), an increase to 
RRSP contribution lim-
its and a reduction to the 
corporate surtax (to 19 
per cent from 21).

A plan to reduce the na-
tion’s debt-to-GDP (gross 
domestic product) ratio 
to 25 per cent by 2014/2015 
was also included.

“All of this is meant 
to keep us competitive, 
especially vis-à-vis the 
Americans,” Myers told 
the Observer.

“Measures to help se-
niors and the working 
poor are helpful for the 
entire community,” add-
ed Waterloo Region Chair 
Ken Seiling, who suggest-
ed the budget is generally 
a “positive” one for local 
residents. “I think there 
was a bit of something in 
there for everybody.”

Under the proposed 
budget, the guaranteed 
income supplement for 
seniors will be elevated 

by $2.7 billion over five 
years.

“That’s something I’ve 
been working on; to have 
more money for senior 
citizens who have done 
so much for us over the 
years. The least we can 
do is help them out,” not-
ed Myers.

While the measure was 
not a surprise, Seiling was 
particularly pleased to see 
the promised federal gas 
tax sharing outlined in 
the document. The federal 
government has commit-
ted to sharing $5 billion 
in revenue with munici-
palities over the same five-
year timeframe.

“That speaks to a big 
area of the federal com-
mitment that they’re fol-
lowing through on, and 
that’s important for us 
because we built some of 
that money into our bud-
get,” Seiling said, noting 
Waterloo Region’s 2005 
budget includes $1.2 mil-
lion in assumed gas tax 
revenue from the feds. 
“We think it’ll be more, 
but until we see the allo-
cation formula from the 
province we won’t know 
for sure.”

Environmental initia-
tives will also see the 
benefit of $5 billion in 

funding, including $1 bil-
lion aimed at encourag-
ing projects to cut green-
house gas emissions.

The boost in military 
spending is also likely to 
meet the approval of area 
residents, Myers said, 
noting much of the $12.7 
billion will go toward 
peacekeeping efforts.

“The military has been 
neglected over time. It 
took huge hits in the ‘90s, 
so I think what’s happen-
ing here is a readjustment 
back to levels consistent 
with what we should be 
doing in the world,” he 
said. “Canada needs to go 
back to what it does best, 
and that’s peacekeeping 
… and helping failed or 
failing states, like Haiti.”

With Opposition Leader 
Stephen Harper already 
pledging his party’s sup-
port for the budget, it’s 
likely to pass when it 
comes to a vote in the 
House of Commons Mar. 
7. If the budget fails to 
pass it would essentially 
kick-start a new federal 
election.

It was a failed budget 
that toppled the last mi-
nority government in 
Canada: the 1979 Conser-
vative government  led by 
Joe Clark.
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Rick Mercer

On average, each Canadian produces five tonnes of 
greenhouse gases a year. Driving, heating and cooling our homes, 
using appliances . . . almost anything we do that uses fossil fuels for 
energy also creates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. And these 
emissions are causing our climate to change. 

Take the One-Tonne Challenge – reduce your energy use and 
your GHG emissions by 20%, or one tonne. You’ll save money, 
and help to protect our climate and our air quality.

Get your Guide to the One-Tonne Challenge.
Visit climatechange.gc.ca or call
1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735.

Every Canadian loves 
a challenge, right?

Take action on climate change

CCP_04100_FormatA4_AN.qxd  1/6/05  1:54 PM  Page 1

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The most visible re-
minder of the for-
mer Elmira Race-

way facility is likely to 
go the way of the horses 
and sulkies this year: the 
grandstand building is 
slated for demolition.

‘Move along, there’s nothing to see here’
Woolwich to demolish grandstand portion of former raceway site

In approving its 2005 
budget this week, Wool-
wich council earmarked 
up to $100,000 to remove 
the seating area where 
for years audiences took 
in harness racing at the 
facility, now home to a 
new residential subdivi-
sion under construction.

The grandstands, the 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This week’s report 
of record profits for 
insurance compa-

nies – $4.2 billion in 2004 
– has the McGuinty gov-
ernment under fire for 
failing to reduce auto in-
surance rates for Ontario 
drivers.

The Liberals say rates 
are down 10 per cent, the 
figure they campaigned 
on in the last election. Lo-
cally, meanwhile, insur-
ance brokers have also 
jumped into the fray, not-
ing they’ve been quoting 
reduced rates, and seeing 
insurers more willing to 
take on new policies.

The Insurance Bureau 
of Canada says rate de-
creases saw the number 
of complaints go down by 
80 per cent in 2004, pre-
dicting a further savings 

Record profits set off car insurance debate
Industry says rates are going down; consumer groups call for more changes

of $1.4 billion for drivers 
in 2005.

That rosy picture is 
more theoretical than 
reality, however, says a 
consumer watchdog or-
ganization.

“We get thousands of 
calls a year. In the last 
few days, it’s been hun-
dreds every day,” Bruce 
Cran, president of the 
Consumers’ Association 
of Canada, told the Ob-
server this week. “We’ve 
never had a single call 
from somebody who had 
received a rebate cheque 
or a reduction in 2004.”

Calling the recent profit 
reports “obscene,” Cran 
said insurers enjoy a 
captive market.

“You have to have in-
surance … the govern-
ment requires it. Even 
with the banks, who also 
make [outrageous] prof-
its, you have a choice – 

you can bury your money 
in a can in the backyard, 
to avoid the [fees].”

But Elmira broker Phil 
Gleeson said rates have 
been falling for his cli-
ents, adding there are 
more insurance com-
panies taking custom-
ers and offering a wider 
range of choices.

“We have seen, more or 
less, the 10-per-cent av-
erage for rate decreases. 
Things are changing – 
there are more new poli-
cies, and [companies] are 
less restrictive than they 
have been in the past.”

Perhaps the biggest in-
dicator customers are 
more satisfied, he said, 
comes from a reduction 
in the number of quotes 
for car insurance his 
office handles: when 
people are unhappy with 
their rates, they do much 
more phoning around 

for quotes, Gleeson ex-
plained.

It’s a similar story at The 
Co-operators, where the 
company filed a 10-per-
cent premium reduction 
last year, with a further 
four per cent slated to be 
in effect by the spring, 
said spokesperson Domi-
nique O’Rourke. She dis-
puted consumer groups’ 
claims that clients are 
not seeing discounts.

“How is it possible that 
we would file a rate re-
duction that wouldn’t ap-
pear on anyone’s rates? 
We have lots of people 
who’ve seen their rates 
go down,” she said.

“Some people will 
have seen significant 
reductions, others may 
have seen very little.  It 
depends on if they’ve 
changed their vehicle, 
if they had a speeding 
ticket, if they had a col-

lision where they were at 
fault …”

Customer complaints 
were down significantly 
last year, O’Rourke add-
ed.

“The Consumers’ Asso-
ciation is saying there’s 
this huge public unrest 
– we’re not seeing that.”

It was customer dissat-
isfaction with rates in 
years past that prompted 
insurers to press the 
Ontario government for 
changes, she said. The 
province responded, ef-
fectively reducing the 
amounts paid out by the 
insurance companies.

“As soon as our costs 
came down, we did pass 
those savings along.”

For Cran, those reduc-
tions are coming on the 
backs of consumers; he 
cited the $30,000 deduct-
ible on pain and suffer-
ing, which took away 

some injured parties’ 
right to sue.

“It’s not just the profit 
they’ve made, but the 
way they’ve made it,” he 
said. “With this much 
money, they should be 
ready to give some back 
… to provide better cov-
erage.”

Publicly owned auto in-
surance systems in Brit-
ish Columbia, Saskatche-
wan and Manitoba – and 
the hybrid system in 
Quebec – all offer lower 
rates and better service 
than private insurers, 
he said, calling for the 
spread of such plans to 
other provinces.

“If the insurance com-
panies say they can’t 
make any money, can’t 
reduce rates, why don’t 
they surrender it to the 
public system?

“People in Ontario 
should write immediate-
ly to their MPP to rectify 
this situation.”

Ontario Finance Min-
ister Greg Sorbara said 
this week the insurance 
industry has room to re-
duce rates.

“There is capacity, giv-
en these very handsome 
profits, for insurance 
companies to bring down 
much further auto in-
surance rates,” he said. 
“That’s what we should 
be expecting from the 
auto insurance industry 
in this great province.”

building below the seating 
and the adjacent single-
storey facility all belong 
to the township, part of 
the deal that brought the 
subdivision to the proper-
ty. Director of recreation 
and facilities Larry Devitt 
told councillors Feb. 22 the 
grandstand has got to go.

“The grandstand por-

tion of that building is a 
liability,” he said, adding 
it’s a magnet for vandal-
ism and trespassing.

The other part of the 
building is currently 
“stuffed full” as a stor-
age facility for township 
equipment, he said. 

The fate of the building 
will be cleared when a new 

master plan is approved by 
council in May or June – it 
could be used as part of fu-
ture development on that 
site (it is located just south 
of the current Elmira Are-
na and community centre) 
or ultimately torn down to 
make room for new con-
struction on that property, 
Devitt said Feb. 23.
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Don’t thank God. God’s busy working on the tsunami,  
so leave him alone.

Comedian Chris Rock, who’ll host the Academy Awards 
tomorrow, has some words of advice for those coming up 
to accept their Oscars.

» Is that roof leaking?
The provincial government added to 
its ongoing efforts to boost infrastruc-
ture programs, this week pledging mil-
lions in financing to fund repairs and 
improvements at the region’s schools. 
The plan recognizes the plight of ag-
ing public buildings.

» In the wrong business?
Even as consumer groups decried 
huge auto insurance profits, another 
favourite target, Canada’s banks, 
was reporting huge profits for the 
first quarter: CIBC, up 21 per cent; 
National Bank, up 28.5 per cent; TD 
saw an 8.3 per cent gain.

» Another Iraq in the making?
Iran, already under scrutiny for its 
wayward nuclear ambitions, further 
served its extremist position this week, 
sentencing a journalist to 14 years 
in prison for criticizing the country’s 
clerical leaders. The move is another 
reason for isolating the regime.

Liberals ain’t doin’ right by decent folk
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Insurance rate woes 
could be easily solved

Liberals hedge their 
bets with budget

I seen that there’s some 
whining about how 
our terrorism laws 

is too tough, when there 
ain’t no way that’s ever 
going to happen with 
them pantywaists in Ot-
tawa. The brainless left-
ies is sayin’ how some 
laws we put in place after 
the Godless extremists 
went and blew up the 
World Trade Centre ain’t 
been used, and ought to 
be scrapped.

I say anyone comin’ up 
with them kinds of sug-
gestions should be pullin’ 
their heads out of their 
rear ends.

The only way to take on 
terrorists is to use a big-
ger stick – they don’t un-
derstand nothin’ but that, 
and are sure to jump in 
at any sign of weakness. 
That’s why the U.S. is so 
tough, while the crimi-
nal elements from else-
where keep on comin’ to 
our great country – they 
know the Liberals ain’t 
fit to do right by decent 
folk.

Readin’ about the cryba-
bies, I did have to laugh 
about one thing: when 
the government folks de-
fendin’ the current laws 
said we need ‘em as a de-
terrent. Now, a good, stiff 
penalty – if we actually 

did have some in these 
parts – would be enough 
to turn some folks with 
at least half a brain away 
from doin’ the crime, that 
kind of thinkin’ don’t ap-
ply to terrorists. Them 
lowlifes is more than wil-
lin’ to take themselves 
out doin’ evil, so sure as 
they is going to hell, they 
ain’t gonna worry about 
breakin’ no laws when 
they’re plottin’ their 
twisted deeds.

And that’s all the more 
reason to clamp down a 
whole lot more on the un-
desirable types.

MORE PRIORITIES THAN 
LETTIN’ GAYS MARRY

As much as we need the 
feds to get tougher on the 
scum of the earth, we ain’t 
gonna see that kind of 
thing from a government 
that puts them gay types 
gettin’ married ahead of 
a million real priorities. 
A fella can’t turn around 
without some mention 
of that immoral mess; 
I guess it weren’t a real 
surprise to see them Ob-
server boys plasterin’ it 
about all over last week’s 

paper, though it made me 
more than a little ticked 
to be lumped in there 
with all that stuff.

Like I said a million 
times, there ain’t no cause 
to go paradin’ that stuff 
around in public. And it 
sure ain’t right to go sul-
lying the good name of 
marriage by lettin’ them 
people go and do that. 
The Good Book is pretty 
clear on that one … un-
less you’re some kind of 
bleedin’ heart who puts 
two and two together and 
comes up with 22 (it ain’t 
surprisin’ they is the 
same kind that does the 
math on taxin’ and spen-
din’ away my money).
GOOD TO SEE SOME KIDS 
GETTIN’ OFF THEIR DUFFS
Speakin’ of last week’s 

paper, I was happy to see 
somethin’ about a couple 
of young people gettin’ 
out and doin’ some work, 
with them two 10-year-
old girls lookin’ at a busi-
ness of their own. You 
don’t see that kind of ef-
fort with kids these days 
– most of them is afraid 
to do a chore or two, let 

alone doin’ an honest 
day’s work.

Back when I was a lad, 
workin’ was just part of 
things – there weren’t the 
coddlin’ you see kids get-
ting’ these days. Out on 
the farm, you was expect-
ed to work hard every 
day right from the get-go 
… and there weren’t no 
pay beyond the room and 
board your folks gave 
you. On top of that, I had 
to get out and make a 
buck whenever possible, 
bringin’ back any money 
I made and handin’ it 
over to my dad. Families 
needed every cent they 
could muster – there was 
none of this “my money” 
nonsense kids get away 
with today.

On top of bein’ lazy, most 
kids is always lookin’ for 
expensive things and 
expectin’ to get money 
handed to ‘em for doin’ 
nothin’. And the parents 
go along with that, which 
tells you somethin’ about 
how we got in this mess 
… and where Liberal vot-
ers come from. 

The whole lot of them 
types need a good, old-
time educatin’ about how 
to rear their kids. But 
some folks just got no 
sense of the real world, 
and it sure shows.

Last year’s federal budget, Paul Martin’s first as 
prime minister, was a cautious affair as the Lib-
erals were embroiled in the then-hot sponsor-

ship scandal and facing an imminent election call.
It was a different story this week as Finance Minister 

Ralph Goodale rolled out a “something for everybody” 
budget. The document is clearly a concession to the op-
position by a minority government.

The hodgepodge says the Liberals don’t want their ri-
vals to vote against it, causing the government to fall 
on a confidence issue. At the same time, it’s a hedge 
against such a move, and the resultant election: we see 
a collection of the usual goodies in this offering, just in 
case a vote became necessary.

Now, with Conservative leader Stephen Harper say-
ing he won’t vote against it, focus is on the long-term 
strategy identified in this budget – many of the chang-
es, including tax cuts, will be phased in over five years, 
beyond the term of this government even if it were a 
majority. That tack shows the Liberals making some 
assumptions about the future, not least of which is that 
they’ll be around to see these new measures through.

Canadian car and home insurers enjoyed a 
record-setting $4.2 billion in profits for 2004, 
a 62-per-cent jump over 2003, itself a record 
year.

After years of complaining that falling profits – not loss-
es – required higher premiums from drivers, the indus-
try was supposed to be reducing its rates. In Ontario, both 
the insurers and the government – which campaigned 
on rollbacks – say fees are down 10 per cent. Consumer 
groups, on the other hand, say that’s not the case.

The war of words may hinge on how they crunch the 
numbers, but even 10 per cent is a drop in the bucket, 
and nowhere near the 62 per cent increase in profits 
for 2004 … or the 673 per cent seen the year before. 
And today’s premiums are nowhere near the already-
inflated levels we saw prior to 20- and 30-per-cent 
hikes previous years.

Under pressure this week, both Premier Dalton Mc-
Guinty and Finance Minister Greg Sorbara have hint-
ed more cuts are needed – a classic understatement.

While touting the 10-per-cent rollback, the govern-
ment says little about how it reduced benefits – essen-
tially giving you less for more money – in order that 
insurers could cut costs. The combination of reduced 
expenses and rising profits should have produced dra-
matically lower rates. Clearly it did not.

As the Consumers’ Association of Canada has point-
ed out, public auto insurance systems in other prov-
inces provide far more stability at rates far below 
what drivers pay to private insurers. 

Facing increasing energy costs across the board, 
higher taxes and expenses outstripping inflation 
– and many private-sector wage increases – consum-
ers are primed for getting something back from the 
government (recent reports have shown Canadians 
are paying more in taxes and getting fewer services 
in return). A public car insurance system would reap 
immediate rewards for all drivers, in many cases cut-
ting premiums by at least half.

The only impediment is political will. Unfortunately, 
Queen’s Park has a long history of ignoring the needs 
of Ontarians, and the current crew has shown abso-
lutely no resolve.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“With the Oscars coming up
on Sunday, what do you think

is the best film of 2004?” Jessica
Rau

“The Grudge. I 
went to see it 
in the summer 
and it scared 
everybody. We 
haven’t had a 
horror film for 
awhile.”

Libby
Matthews

“Hardwood. Be-
cause my friend 
from Guelph is 
one of the pro-
ducers.”

Laura-Lynne
McGinnis

“Ray. I heard 
that Jamie Foxx 
is pretty good 
in it.”

Marisa
Schlueter

“Saw. Because 
it was pretty 
scary.”
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Taking stock of priorities in today’s headlines

WITH THE LOSS OF HARNESS RACING, AND NOW THE IMPENDING DEMOLITION OF THE 
GRANDSTANDS, LOCAL GAMBLERS FIND SOME FINAL SPORT ON THE RACEWAY LANDS.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let Heidelberg kids 
play freely, without 
any surcharges

All the columnists you love... and the ones you love to hate. Only in your Observer.

To the Editor,
The township line sep-

arating Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships 
runs right through the 
middle of Heidelberg. 
The grade school Catho-
lic children are bussed 
to Wellesley Township 
and the public school 
children are bussed to 
Woolwich Township, 
regardless of which side 
of the line one lives on.

Consequently Catho-
lic children in Heidel-
berg tend to have more 
friends in Wellesley, 
and public school chil-
dren have more friends 
and playmates in Wool-
wich.

The problem is the 
countless organiza-

tions in both townships 
that take advantage of 
Heidelberg’s unique 
situation of straddling 
the township line and 
tack on an extra service 
charge if we want our 
children to play with 
their friends who are in 
the “other township.”

This is a situation that 
my family has been 
dealing with since we 
moved to Heidelberg, 
and I know of other 
families who are deal-
ing with the same sur-
charge ripoff.

I urge these good orga-
nizations based in both 
townships to do the right 
thing and drop their ar-
bitrary and divisive sur-
charge also known as 
the “Heidelberg tax.”

Klaus Padaric
Heidelberg

You can always tell, 
in the world order, 
who the irrelevant 

countries – going down-
hill – are as opposed to 
those who are impor-
tant.

While Dubya Bush, 
thought of as a moron 
by the higher minds in 
the chattering classes, is 
across the water apolo-
gizing to “Old Europe” 
and trying to revive the 
Atlantic Alliance, the 
world’s most serious 
magazine, The Spectator 
of London, devotes its en-
tire front page to the omi-
nous headline: “Goodbye 
England.” It’s about the 
death of fox-hunting.

In Canada, while the 
headlines are about our 
Queen boycotting her 
twit son’s wedding, the 
major issue is Parlia-
ment being braced for a 
two-week debate on the 
pressing issue of same-
sex marriage.

This is the season of 
some remarkably good 
movies – The Aviator, 

Million Dollar Baby, 
Sideways. Almost as 
good is Kinsey, the tale 
of the mild-mannered 
obscure academic from 
dull Indiana who told 
an astonished America 
about sex.

Dr. Alfred Kinsey was 
a biologist who studied 
bugs. He made world 
headlines when he con-
verted his meticulous 
studies into a book that 
told Americans about 
things called the clito-
ris and masturbation, 
among, ahem, other 
things.

Among his supposed 
findings were that an 
estimated 15 per cent of 
the U.S. population were 
homosexual. Recent au-
topsies of his historic 
research reveal that a 
large majority of his in-
terviews – supporting 
his findings – were done 
with male prisoners in 
penitentiaries; their 
predilections being well-
known.

Also, as this excellent 

movie shows, the aloof 
academic found the de-
lights of being bi-sexual, 
while Mrs. Kinsey – the 
most tolerant wife in the 
history of the world – put 
up with it, because she 
loved him.

Back to Ottawa. Recent 
and more accurate poll-
ing tells us that less than 
five per cent of our soci-
ety is gay (whoever stole 
the word homosexual?) 
or lesbian. This scribbler, 
as has been previously 
mentioned, has gay and 
lesbians friends, a bank 
manager, a member of 
the Senate, a good jour-
nalist. All of them de-
spise the goofy charades 
like the annual Gay & 
Lesbian Parade in To-
ronto where jock-straps 
and topless ladies are 
deemed to be so trendy 
that even the last mayor 

of the city sat on a float 
spraying water.

I would bet next month’s 
rent that there are more 
vegetarians in Canada 
than there are gays and 
lesbians. And yet Mr. 
Dithers’ Parliament is 
going to waste two week 
of our tax dollars on a de-
bate which turns Missus 
Bloggs in Moose Jaw into 
despair? Go figure.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Dr. Hunter S. 
Thompson, who invented 
“gonzo journalism,” died 
this week on his Colora-
do farm, which usually 
happens when you shoot 
yourself in your head 
with your gun. He was 
67.

Hunter was loved by 
all of us in the trade be-
cause, once on the Rich-
ard Nixon presidential 
campaign, he was lied 

to by the Nixon press 
secretary – which press 
secretaries are hired to 
do. This was in Florida. 
He went up to the flack’s 
hotel door, and set it on 
fire.

One day, the scribbler 
was a co-host on Vancou-
ver’s first private TV sta-
tion, CKVU, along with 
Laurier LaPierre, later 
a Senator in Ottawa, and 
the lovely Pia Southam, 
then married to the heir 
of the newspaper for-
tune. We invited Hunter 
to come up to our two-
hour live suppertime 
show. With high pay.

We went out to Vancou-
ver airport to pick him 
up. Hunter, cleverly, on 
leaving Denver airport, 
had noticed two nice 16-
inch hunting knives and 
purchased them. On ar-
riving in Vancouver, he 
of course was arrested. 
He was also blistered, 
out of his tree. Having 
retrieved him from the 
cops – the program just 
an hour away – Pia raced 

him to his hotel to sober 
him up.

She checked him in at 
the Bayshore Inn, as-
sisted him to his room, 
turned on the shower to 
cold, pushed him into the 
bathroom and slammed 
the door. He took the 
shower, with only one 
problem: forgot to take 
his suit off. The program 
was not a success.
QUOTE OF THE 

MONTH: “The English 
take the breeding of their 
horses and dogs more 
seriously than they do 
their children.”— Prin-
cess Michael of Kent, in 
an interview with a Ger-
man newspaper.
AND A BLAST FROM 

THE PAST: Regard-
ing this week’s Martin/
McKenna confusion on 
Dubya’s missile defence, 
Attorney-General Bobby 
Kennedy at the Diefen-
baker-era Cuban crisis, 
told the White House cab-
inet, “In times of trouble, 
Canada will give you all 
aid short of help.”
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The No Hockey League
Now that the Nation-

al Hockey League 
season is officially 

cancelled (they were just 
teasing you last weekend; 
it’s really cancelled), how 
will Canadians live with-
out hockey? 

The simple answer is that 
we don’t have to. I’ll still be 
chasing a puck at the Elmi-
ra Arena this Wednesday 
night. And, thousands of 
games are still going to be 
played on any given day 
throughout what would 
have been the remainder 
of the NHL season. As my 
friend and fellow hockey 
fan Ted Martin wrote in 
The Record last weekend:

“There is a lot more excit-
ing hockey being played in 
our neighbourhood rinks. 
Take for example a recent 
Peewee BB provincial 
playdown series between 
the Kitchener Lady Rang-
ers and the Guelph Thun-
der. … Sure, the passes 
weren’t always crisp, the 
shots weren’t always on 
net, and the plays weren’t 
always executed perfectly. 
But you could say the same 
thing about what we saw 
on Hockey Night in Can-
ada nine Saturdays out of 
10. The Peewee playdown 
games were free from the 
hooking and holding that 
mar most NHL games: 
Neither team played the 
trap. Nor did either team 
get more than a penalty 
or two in any game. And 
even though the goalies 
were about the size of the 
average NHLer’s leg pad, 
the goaltending for both 
teams was excellent. If you 
are truly a hockey fan and 
find yourself missing the 
NHL, do yourself a favour: 
Venture down to your lo-
cal rink to take in a brand 
of hockey that still really 
matters.”

In other words, it’s not the 
hockey season – only the 
National Hockey League 
season – that has been can-
celled.

That said, it will cer-
tainly seem odd this April, 
May and June to see The 
National starting at 10:00 
every night, instead of 
bouncing around before, 
between and after playoff 

games. As well, the kind 
of revelry that gripped the 
city of Calgary during the 
Flames’ improbable play-
off run last spring won’t be 
repeated in any of the six 
NHL cities in Canada this 
year. And, for the first time 
since the flu epidemic of 
1919, the Stanley Cup will 
not be awarded (the NHL 
having assumed de facto 
ownership of the trophy).

So, how did we get here? 
Whom do we blame for 
this mess? Toronto Star 
columnist Rosie DiManno 
nailed it when she wrote 
that, “There are no good 
guys in this mess. Only 
self-absorbed millionaires 
versus self-absorbed bil-
lionaires. They have done 
inestimable damage to a 
game that was already ail-
ing.” But, if I had to choose 
sides, I’d blame the owners, 
and their chosen commis-
sioner, Gary Bettman.

Frankly, I think there is 
just too much money in-
volved in the game, and it’s 
clouded everyone’s vision. 
But, as long as there’s as 
much money in the game 
as there is, I’d rather have 
it go to the players than 
the owners – no one pays to 
watch the owners work. If 
I thought that the owners 
would reduce ticket and 
concession-stand prices 
with the money they’d save 
under their contract pro-
posal, I might have a little 
more sympathy for their 
position.

If they hadn’t so eagerly 
sucked up the big expan-
sion fees for bringing the 
likes of Nashville and 
Anaheim into the league, 
they might not be in their 
so-called difficulty (I just 
don’t trust their numbers).

Moreover, no one was 
holding a gun to their head 
when they signed the play-
er contracts that they did. 
The last collective agree-
ment was initially seen 
as a great victory for the 
owners, but they system-
atically poked holes in it 

by using signing bonuses 
and front-loaded contracts 
to get around it. They now 
want a salary cap because 
they have no self control. 
They won’t agree to rev-
enue sharing, because the 
rich teams don’t want the 
rest of the league to be able 
to match their spending.

At the same time, the 
players have hardly been 
blameless. Nearly half of 
the locked out players are 
playing in Europe or in 
minor pro leagues, taking 
jobs away from people who 
will never make the NHL 
or whose NHL playing 
days are over. If the owners 
go looking for replacement 
players next season, they 
will likely find many tak-
ers. This will be because 
some people can’t resist 
fulfilling their dreams of 
playing in the NHL, even 
as a scab. But, more im-
portantly, by pushing out 
other players, the players’ 
association hasn’t exactly 
demonstrated a model of 
solidarity.

But, whatever mistakes 
the players’ union made, 
the owners made mistakes 
that were 10 times worse. 
Hiring Bettman, who 
didn’t know a butt-end from 
his own butt end when he 
became commissioner, was 
the biggest one of all. 

Noam Chomsky has sug-
gested that sports are mere-
ly an attempt by elites to 
keep the masses distracted, 
instead of concentrating 
on the important issues of 
the day. He’s right, but only 
to a point. There’s nothing 
wrong with being distract-
ed from time to time, as 
long as you have the self-
awareness to realize that 
you’re being distracted, and 
do deal with the aforemen-
tioned important issues the 
rest of the time. 

In other words, having 
said my piece on the can-
cellation of the NHL sea-
son, I expect my column 
to return to more weighty 
matters next week.
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Bid for auction house proves fruitful Less from the tap, more for the flush A look behind the camera

������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
���� �������� ���������� ��� ����� ���������������� ����
������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������

����������

������������������

����������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������

������������������������������

�����
����������

���������

�����
����������
�����
���������������
�����������
�����������������������
�����������������������

��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������

����������������������������

����������������������������������� 
��������������

����������������
�����������������������������������

������������������������������������������

���������

�����������������

����������

����������

�������������

�����������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

�����������������������������

����������������

����������

������

���������������������������������

���������������������������������
�������������������������������

������������������
���������������������������������

���������������������������������
������������������������

�����������������������������
����� ������������������������� �����������������������
�������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The month of Febru-
ary is a time when 
thoughts turn to that 
sweet, sticky liquid 

that gracefully accompanies 
pancakes everywhere – that’s 
right, it’s maple syrup season. 
With the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival fast approaching, the 
question remains – how will 
the maple syrup harvest be for 
this year?

For the answer to that ques-
tion, look no further than John 
and Dorothy Hertzberger, who 
run a sugar bush located be-
tween Elmira and West Mon-
trose. Both figure the season 
will be a decent one, but until 
they have the first tapping, they 
won’t have any definite ideas. 

“[The season] should be al-
right,” said Dorothy Hertz-
berger, adding that there are 
a number of factors which de-
termine how the sap will be 
running in March.  “Moisture 
figures into it, how much we’ve 
had and haven’t had … and you 
do need cold nights and warm 
days, because the sun pushes 
the sap up.”

She added, however, that she 
didn’t know for sure how the 
season would be yet, because 
the official tapping was held 
on Friday at their Sugar Forest 
Place location. 

“[Friday] is just a formality 
because in this kind of weath-

Going with the flow
With an eye on maple syrup season, producers say it’s too early to predict outcome

er, it’s just not ready to tap,” 
she said, adding that they usu-
ally get tapping before Mar. 12. 

John added that they have a 
simple trick to tell when they’re 
ready to tap. 

“I’ll hang a pail out there and 
I’ll watch it. If it runs and fills 
the pail three-quarters full, 
then it’s time to do your tap-
ping,” he said. 

But the Hertzbergers’ are not 
the only sap gurus in the area: 
Elmira native Albert Martin, 
who ran a sugar bush on the 
outskirts of town for more than 

40 years certainly knows his 
stuff. But even he can’t predict 
how the season will go.

“So far, it’s still cold yet, so we 
have to patiently wait until it 
gets warmer to see how it is,” 
he explained, adding there are 
a number of ways to predict 
good tapping times. 

“If you want good sap weath-
er, if it just freezes a wee bit 
at night and is not too warm 
in the daytime and cold, cool 
raw windy days, that’s usually 
good sap weather. But then, 
it is unpredictable, too,” said 

Martin. “I’ve seen a few times 
that there’s a lot of snow hang-
ing from the trees and the sap 
buckets are full. Other times 
when it should run, it doesn’t.”

He added that trees between 
50 and 60 years old tend to be 
the big sap producers, although 
there are many variants which 
cause maple syrup to flow. 

Sap is gathered by drilling 
a hole and connecting a spiel 
– commonly called ‘tapping’. 
Rubber tubing runs from the 
spiel to the sugar shack, where 
it is collected, boiled and made 

into syrup. 
“Years ago when we first got 

into this, we used to tap around 
4-5,000 trees, but as we’ve aged a 
bit, we have cut down,” said John 
Hertzberger, adding that they 
currently tap between 1,200 and 
1,500 trees per year. That nets 
their operation between 1,000 
and 1,300 litres of syrup per year. 

Considering that it takes 40 
litres of maple sap to make one 
litre of syrup, that’s a lot of sap. 
But the Hertzbergers don’t do 
it for profit – they do it for the 
love of maple syrup.

“For us, it’s sort of a hobby. 
We’re not in it for big bucks … 
we don’t really go to markets, 
we just make enough for our 
customers and ourselves and we 
do have clientele that have been 
with us for years,” said Dorothy. 

The colour and quality of syr-
up often depends on when the 
sap is harvested 

“At the very first, it’s very 
light, but we’re finding people 
really prefer the medium be-
cause it has more of a maple 
flavour,” she explained. “At the 
beginning of the season when 
you check it there’s four per 
cent sugar. At the end of the 
season, the sugar content is not 
there. In other words, it takes 
more sap at the end of the sea-
son to boil to get syrup.”

And once harvested, sap 
has to be boiled quickly. “The 
sooner you boil it, the better 
the quality. You can’t have it 
sitting around.” 

Woolwich council this week approved a bylaw change giving a new 
home to the Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative (EPAC) Inc. The group 
can now go ahead with plans to build an 8,000-square-foot auction 
house on a piece of property at 1044 Arthur St. N.

New water and wastewater rates for Woolwich come into effect Mar. 1 
courtesy of bylaws adopted this week by township council. Concerned coun-
cillors clarified one of the miscellaneous fees, easing a new water account 
deposit of $300 for commercial customers, $100 (residential).

The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce hosts “The 
Grand Exposeition.05” Feb. 28 at the Waterloo Regional Children’s Mu-
seum in Kitchener. The event focuses on local artists and tech firms in-
volved in film, video and digital media. Call 576-5000.

RICHARD VIVIAN

THE SYRUP MAN   For more than 40 years, Albert Martin ran a sugar bush just outside of Elmira. He says it’s too early to tell how 
this season will turn out, but days with moderate temperatures should make for good tapping weather. 
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Lunney leads Kings in playoff points Elmira swimmer earns a pair of silvers Meanwhile, in other Jr. B playoff action ...

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Applejacks are 
fighting to come back from 
a two-game deficit in their 
playoff series with Port Do-

ver. Last weekend the Sailors skat-

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Mother Nature 
has played 
a trick on 
many area 

residents, but few have 
been more affected than 
Renate Sauder and her 
husky racing team.

She, along with her 
dog Oceano, and Ronin 
– whom she borrows 
from area resident Rob 
McNall – were supposed 
to have three races un-
der their belt this sea-

‘Snowed-out’ takes on a different meaning
Lack of the white stuff at key times has limited dogsled racing opportunities

son. Instead, consecutive 
cancellations because of 
weather have been the 
order of the day.

“This season has been 
pretty weak. I’ve had 
three races cancelled 
already, but I’m hop-
ing things will pick up 
soon,” said Sauder. “I was 
personally really happy 
with how these two have 
come along, but last win-
ter was better, because it 
was colder and there was 
more snow.”

Sauder will get a chance 
to really test her dogs this 

weekend, when she’s off 
to a full-blown race at the 
Kortright Centre in To-
ronto. 

The last time she was in 
Toronto was Jan. 5, when 
her race was cancelled. 
She did, however, get to 
take part in a demonstra-
tion event. 

“I didn’t finish, because 
it was a demonstration,” 
she said. “[The next race] 
is what I’m training for 
right now.”

Her latest competition, 
the second annual Ice Dog 
competition in Kitchener 

Feb.19 had to be cancelled 
due to lack of snow.

Since November, Sauder 
has been training up her 
sled dog team to new com-
petitive heights; both dogs 
are relatively inexperi-
enced and only teamed up 
for racing in 2004. 

In Toronto, they’ll have 
a real test: the event is a 
three-mile race and will 
require a third dog. For 
this, Sauder turned to Col-
leen Heibein, a local resi-
dent who owns 10 dogs. 

“She’s like my mentor,” 
said Sauder, adding that 

she borrowed ‘Lady’ from 
Heibein for her January 
competition. 

After this weekend’s 
event, she could be off to 
Barrie on Mar. 5 to a race 
there, “but I won’t be go-
ing in that one because 
it’s 3.3 miles and since 
we’re just starting out, I 
don’t think I can get more 
than three miles out of 
them,” she said. “Once 
you build your team up 
you can get into the fast-
er speeds. But these guys 
are still young and learn-
ing.”

To really build on 
their skills, Sauder 
said she would need 
to get them out more 
often – which is a chal-
lenge because of school 
and the lack of trans-
portation. Whenever 
she can, she heads off 
to the Kissing Bridge 
Trail for some uninter-
rupted trail work.

She added that she’s 
glad that McNall allows 
her to use his dog. 

“He lets me take him 
whenever I need him. 
He’s really easygoing.”

Jacks give up two 
in Port Dover series

“We don’t have any room for error now,” says Seiling
ed ahead in the Junior Development 
league’s first round of post-season 
play with 3-2 and 5-2 wins.

“We don’t have any room for error 
now. We have to pick our socks up,” 
Jacks coach Chip Seiling told the 
Observer. “I think if we play a full 
60 minutes, we’ll be alright. But we 

have yet to do that [in the play-
offs].”

Game three played out in Port 
Dover Thursday (Feb. 24), but re-
sults weren’t known at press time. 
The best-of-seven series returns to 
the Wellesley Arena tonight, with 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With Sunday’s 3-1 trumping of Cam-
bridge, the Elmira Sugar Kings are 
alive and well in the Mid-Western Ju-
nior B playoffs. The victory deadlocks 

the first-round series at two apiece, with games 
five and six set for this weekend.

“We knew it was going to be a tight series. Every 
game has been fairly close. We’re happy with the 
win,” Kings’ coach John East said after the home-
game win. “We have to stay disciplined and we 
have to stay out of the box.

“They (Cambridge) have the best power play 
in the league. We’re trying everything to shut it 
down, but when you have so many skilled play-
ers over there, it’s tough. They’re patient with the 
puck, they see the ice real well … and they all can 
shoot the puck. It’s a challenge for us.”

So far, the series has gone back and forth, with 
the home team claiming victory in each game; 
Cambridge has home-ice advantage in the series. 
Sunday’s victory followed a 3-1 road loss for the 
Kings a day earlier.

“We weren’t happy with our effort. For whatever 
reason, we lacked intensity for the playoffs. We 
were real disappointed, but it was a bounce-back 
victory for us tonight (Feb. 20),” East comment-
ed. 

Assisted by Andrew Coburn and Tyler Soehner, 
Chad Swartzentruber scored the sole Kings’ goal 
Saturday. Ken Dunn led the way on Sunday, land-
ing his squad’s first two tallies.

Cambridge hit harder and skated faster than 
Elmira in the opening frame Sunday, but it was 
the Kings who landed the first blow, and most of 
the period’s shots on net. From Swartzentruber 
and Alex Sharpe, Dunn knocked in his first goal 
3:35 into the game. The Winterhawks were serv-

Elmira, 
Cambridge: 
two games 

apiece
Teams spend the week reviewing, 

preparing for return to action

RICHARD VIVIAN

▼ See KINGS page 11▼ See JACKS page 14

Recent addition John Lunney – acquired by the Sugar Kings from the 
Waterloo Siskins for Ryan Benesch – is leading his team in playoff points. 
So far, Lunney has one goal and three assists, four points total. Benesch 
leads the Siskins with five points: four goals and an assist.

At the Eastern Canadian Swimming Championships last weekend, Elmira’s 
Laura Kendall claimed two silver medals. In the event that attracted 60 
swimming clubs from Ontario, Quebec and the Atlantic provinces, Kendall 
finished second in the 800- and 1,500- metre freestyle challenges.

Keeping an eye on the rest of the Mid-Western Junior B post-season, 
Kitchener has a 3-1 series advantage over Brantford; Waterloo and Owen 
Sound are tied at two games apiece, at press time. The upset comes in 
the Listowel vs. Stratford series, where the Cyclones hold a 3-0 lead.

BATTLING FOR CONTROL  The Port Dover Sailors have come out ahead in their first two playoff match-ups against Wellesley. The Jacks 
– including Wes Hauck – fell 3-2 last Saturday and 5-2 on Sunday.
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A rose by any other name
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WOOLWICH YOUTH SOCCER
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GOT SCORES?
We want them. Let us know how yours teams are doing.

Call 669-5790 x102 for your Game Report package!

ing an interference pen-
alty at the time.

Elmira goaltender Scott 
Campbell fended off a doz-
en attempts made on him 
in the first 20 minutes; 
Hawks’ netminder Matt 
Jakubaitis faced 17. Over-
all shots on net favoured 
Elmira 38-26.

The Kings dominated 
puck control throughout 
the rest of the game, with 
the obvious exception of 
special teams.

“For a lot of guys in the 
dressing room, this is 
their first go-around in 

Kings, Hawks real homers in series

the playoffs. I thought it 
was a pretty decent effort 
by us, but it’s the little 
things that cost us. We’re 
the youngest team in the 
league and it shows some 
nights,” said Cambridge 
coach Greg Bignell.

“We didn’t capitalize on 
our chances.”

Dunn landed his second 
goal of the game with 12:38 
on the clock in the second. 
After receiving from John 
Lunney and Adam Love, 
the team captain fired one 
past Jakubaitis to move 
the twine.

The final Elmira goal of 

the game – and the only 
even-strength goal all 
weekend – came at 2:25 
into the third. With a pass 
from Sharpe, Adam Mac-
Donnell found the back of 
the net.

Before the buzzer blew, 
the Hawks clawed one 
back, snatching the play-
off shutout from Camp-
bell’s grasp with 6:14 re-
maining.

In Cambridge for game 
five tonight (Feb. 26), play-
off action returns to the 
Elmira Arena tomorrow 
evening for game six. 

“We’ll go back to work, 

watch some film and 
we’ll get ready for Satur-
day (today),” East said of 
his plans for the five-day 
break.

“We just have to regroup, 
re-battle and come back 
and play our type of hock-
ey. It’s baby steps for our 
team. We’ve got to keep 
working hard and learn 
through the experience,” 
Bignell added of his team.

Depending on the result 
of this weekend’s games, 
the seventh and deciding 
match-up of the series 
is set for Mar. 1 in Cam-
bridge.

Continued from page 10

RICHARD VIVIAN

Last winter, I sat at 
my fly tying vise to 
tie one of my most 

deadly patterns – a sleek, 
silver-bodied, white 
buck tail streamer with 
pearlescent strands edg-
ing the top. It was a won-
derful pattern that had 
accounted for hundreds, 
if not thousands, of fish-
ing caps, sweaters, ear 
lobes, thumbs, and over-
hanging branches, not 
to mention several sus-
pected fish sympathizers 
who threw themselves in 
front of my back cast. 

Oh sure, they acted like 
innocent bystanders, but 
it didn’t take a genius to 
guess otherwise.

Anyhow, despite the 
obvious success of the 
design, I realized that 
the fly had remained 
nameless all these years. 
Through good times and 
bad, it had stood by my 
side, often in my side, as 
I faced each new fly fish-
ing challenge with the 
unbridled optimism of 
someone who actually be-
lieved the illustrations in 
the book. 

When they said that no 
man in his right mind 
would wade across The 

Pinball Rapids, that fly 
stood proudly with me 
when I rinsed out my wad-
ers and soiled undergar-
ments on the other side. 

When they declared that 
only a fool would wear a 
wool sweater when bush-
whacking to The Burdock 
Pool, that fly stuck with 
me until the rescue crews 
arrived. 

I only mention this to il-
lustrate that, despite pop-
ular belief, a fly isn’t just 
a sharp piece of metal em-
bedded deep in the fleshy 
part of your hand. No, it’s 
got life and character of 
its own. That’s why, as I 
tried to remove that tacky 
sharp hook from the vise, 
I realized that this was 
not just a fly; it was now 
part of me. Literally.

“Why are you winc-
ing dad?” My son Ryan 
asked.

Later, after the doctor 
at Emergency severed 
my close relationship 
with the fly, I decided it 
was high time to give it a 

name and make an hon-
est woman out of it.

The problem, of course, 
is that not any name 
would do. It would have 
to be a moniker that did 
justice to the proud tradi-
tions of the fly and paid 
homage to the genius 
that created it. Naturally, 
it would have to be poetic 
yet manly. Unfortunate-
ly, the Wooly Bugger and 
Egg-sucking Leech had 
already been taken.

“It looks like a pretty 
fairy,” said my daughter. 
“Why not call it the Pret-
ty Fairy?”

I just about swallowed 
my upper plate, which is 
no small trick since I don’t 
have false teeth. I looked 
at Carmen furiously and 
ejected her from my of-
fice but not before mak-
ing her swear never to 
repeat that cursed name.

The problem with a 
sissy name like she sug-
gested was that no self-
respecting angler would 
ever use it, no matter how 

many fish it caught. The 
fly and its creator would 
be doomed to obscurity. 

So shaken was I by the 
idea that I never did get 
around to naming that fly 
until last spring. That’s 
when I was at the head-
waters of the local trout 
river with a few friends 
fishing for brook trout. 
In one of those oddities of 
nature, I was the only one 
catching fish at all. They 
practically lined up to eat 
my white fly.

And don’t think this 
wasn’t noticed by my fel-
low anglers. They looked 
at me with green-eyed 
envy and finally asked 
the treasured question: 
“What are you using?”

I held up my white 
streamer, and soon they 
were there wanting the 
few I had left.

“Sure,” I said smiling 
a smile that befitted the 
resident authority.

“What’s it called?” One 
fellow asked.

“The Pretty Fairy,” I 
said, with a wink.

You know that fly and I 
might be doomed to ob-
scurity, but, after they 
handed them back, at 
least we caught fish.

KINGS WIN AT HOME  The Elmira Sugar Kings are tied at two games apiece in their playoff series with Cambridge. At home last Sunday, Tyler 
Brenner and teammates earned a 3-1 win to even out the series.
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Think 
Spring!

Get published today and make your writing dreams come true!

Volumes Publishing has the most complete publishing services available today.
We provide:
• The administration and legal issues from obtaining copyright, ISBN

number, EAN barcode and Catalogue-in Publication description
• Cover design and layout
• Books printed on demand to keep overhead costs down

• E-commerce sales through our on-line bookstore
• Distribution and on-line sales in major bookstores in Canada and US
• Create personal website
• Publicity and press releases

Call 1-888-571-2665 or visit our website at www.volpub.com

All Design,
Printing & Finishing
Completed In-House

Join our growing list of successful self-published authors...
The chance of getting your book published by a traditional publisher is difficult for a new author.

Volumes Publishing takes the risk out of publishing your first book. Simply choose one of our
publishing packages and your book is in print faster than you could imagine.

With national and international distribution, your readers can purchase your book anywhere,
in quantities as low as one. Best of all, you retain the rights and collect royalties on a book 
that will never go out of print.

Volumes Ad  2/1/05  11:12 AM  Page 1

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

His swimming sea-
son almost came 
to an end back in 

January, but Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School 
student Dave Pirker 
didn’t let a broken arm 
stop him from training 
for his favourite sport.

Armed and ready for provincials
Broken arm can’t stop EDSS student from earning a trip to OFSAA

For three weeks, the 
Grade 9 student remained 
a dedicated pool junkie, 
swimming even with a 
cast in preparation for the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Asso-
ciation (CWOSSA) compe-
tition in Guelph Feb. 21. 
For his efforts, he earned 
the right to represent 
EDSS at the provincial fi-

nals in Etobicoke on Tues-
day (Mar. 1). 

Pirker qualified in the 
50-metre butterfly with a 
time of 34.07, which was 
also good enough for first 
place in the Junior men’s 
butterfly event. 

“It went quicker than I 
thought, so it was pretty 
good,” he explained.

At CWOSSA, he was 

joined by fellow EDSS 
swimmers Jaime Cad-
man, Tyler Cadman, Wren 
Laing and Julia Freeman. 
He competed in two other 

▼ See EDSS page 14

KYLE REA

HOME FROM GUELPH Five 
EDSS swimmers went to the 
CWOSSA finals in Guelph Feb. 
21. From left: Dave Pirker, Tyler 
Cadman, Jaime Cadman, Julia 
Freeman and Wren Laing. 
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VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of most new in-stock 2005 Dodge vehicles equipped as described. Prices and total obligations listed exclude

freight ($1,200 for Magnum, $1,050 for Dakota and $1,175 for Ram), licence, insurance, applicable taxes, registration, retailer charges and $50 PPSA. Offers are subject to change without notice. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject

to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * Cash purchase price applies only to 2005 Magnum SE (22C), (Magnum R/T model shown, MSRP $37,595). Dakota Club Cab ST 4x2 (23A), Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT 4x4 (26G+WF3+DMH)

and cannot be combined with purchase financing. † Leases are based on 48 month terms for 2005 Dodge Magnum SE (22C): total lease obligation is $18,624 @ 3.8% ALR, Dakota Club Cab ST 4x2 (23A): total lease obligation is $14,304 @ 2.8% ALR and Ram 1500

Quad Cab SLT 4x4 (26G+WF3+DMH): total lease obligation is $21,168 @ 2.8% ALR. First month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for

excess kilometres. ** 0% purchase financing up to 36 months on new, in-stock 2005 Dodge Ram 1500 models (all), 2500/3500 (gasoline models only) and Dodge Dakota (all models). Example: $34,200 financed

@ 0% for 36 months, monthly payment is $950, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $34,200. If customers choose 0% financing they forego additional incentives available to cash purchasers.

The effective interest rate factoring in these incentives could be up to 6.06%. ™Sentry Key is a trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™ESP is a trademark of DaimlerChrysler AG. ® Magnum and HEMI 

are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ‡Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA) scoring system for 2005 model year Dodge Magnum and Ram 1500 Quad Cab.

GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS

2005 DODGE MAGNUM SE
• 2.7L 190hp DOHC 24-valve V6 engine • 4-speed automatic transmission 

• Air conditioning • AM/FM stereo with CD player • 4-wheel disc brakes with anti-lock and
All Speed Traction Control • 4-wheel independent suspension • Unique-access liftgate

• Rear-wheel drive with Electronic Stability Program (ESP™) • Remote Keyless/Illuminated entry
• Sentry Key™ Engine Immobilizer • Power locks, mirrors and windows 

• Advanced Multistage air bags with Occupant Classification System for front passenger

PURCHASE FOR

$27,995 *

0%**
OR LEASE FOR OR CHOOSE

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$298 †
PURCHASE FROM

$21,588 * PURCHASE
F INANCING FOR
36 MONTHS

ALL NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB CAB ST 4X2
• 210hp 3.7L Magnum® V6 engine • 6-speed manual transmission • Air conditioning 

• 16-inch styled steel wheels • Advanced multistage driver & front outboard passenger air bags 
• Front disc, rear drum brakes with rear anti-lock • AM/FM/CD stereo • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 

0%**
OR CHOOSEPURCHASE FOR

$33,988 * PURCHASE
F INANCING FOR
36 MONTHS

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4

• 345hp 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine • 5-speed automatic transmission • 2-range part-time shift-on-the-fly, floor-mounted transfer case 
• 4-wheel disc brakes with rear-wheel anti-lock (ABS) • AM/FM stereo with CD player (CD changer controls) and 4 speakers 

• Power locks, mirrors and windows • Remote keyless entry • Speed control • 20-inch polished cast aluminum wheels 
• Next-Generation, multistage driver and front passenger air bags

R/T MODEL SHOWN

$0  DOWN PAYMENT

OR LEASE FOR

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$441†

$0  DOWN PAYMENT

OR LEASE FOR

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$388 †

$0  DOWN PAYMENT
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
FEB. 15
Woolwich 1 Brampton 2
Goals: Alex McLean
FEB. 19
Woolwich 1 Acton 2
Goals: Alex McLean
Assists: Ryan Schinker, Mat-
thew Lair

ATOM MAJOR
FEB. 15
Woolwich 1 Brampton 6
Goals: Alex Martin
Assists: Jake Kernick
FEB. 19
Woolwich 2 Burlington 1
Goals: Kadison Hipel, Ryan 
Ament
Assists: Justin Neeb, Patrick 
Quinn, Kyle Bauman, Alex Mar-
tin
FEB. 21
Woolwich 2 Fergus 5
Goals: Justin Neeb, Patrick 
Quinn
Assists: Kadison Hipel (2), Pat-
rick Quinn, Justin Neeb

ATOM AE
FEB. 16
Woolwich 4 Milton 5
Goals: Brayden Stevens (3), 
Brayden Frey
Assists: Charlie Pavanel (2), 
William Frank, Brayden Frey, Ty-
ler Fulcher, Jaeden Shoemaker
FEB. 19
Woolwich 5 Elora 0
Goals: Stephen Kardasz (2), 
Brayden Frey, Justin Schlupp, 
Blake Cabeldu
Assists: William Frank, Charlie 
Pavanel, Tyler Fulcher, Stephen 
Kardasz, Jaeden Shoemaker, 
Blake Cabeldu
Nick Bauman recorded the shut-
out

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 12
Woolwich Two 2 Ayr Two 1
Goals: Jim Schuurmans (2)
Assists: Jessica Duke, Joel 
Grasley, Brandon Bauman, Ben 
Brown
FEB. 18
Woolwich Two 3 Woolwich One 
3
Two Goals: Brandon Lamers 
(2), Jake Martin
Assists: Tim Martin (2), Jim 
Schuurmans, Brandon Bauman
FEB. 19
Woolwich Two 1 Paris One 1
Goals: Eric Schuurmans

Assists: Jake Martin, Joel 
Grasley
Woolwich One 5 Platsville 2
Goals: Danny Silverstri (3), Ste-
ven Trask, Adam Walker
Assists: Steven Trask, Adam 
Walker, Riley Doering, Rob 
Soehner

BANTAM MAJOR
FEB. 19
Woolwich 9 Elora 5
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Mike 
Moggy (2), Jarred Parent, Brock 
Shoemaker, Scott Connolly, Bri-
an Kron, Damien Parent
Assists: Jarred Parent (3), Jor-
dan Neeb (3), Pete Morlock (2), 
Damien Parent (2), Matt Horst, 
Brian Kron, Brock Shoemaker

BANTAM MINOR
FEB. 19
Woolwich 6 Niagara Falls 3
Goals: Steve Clement (2), Luke 
Shantz (2), Ryan Elvy, Robert 
Hinschberger
Assists: Robert Hinschberger 
(4), Luke Shantz (2), Nick Roth, 
Nathan Van Gerwen, Brandon 
Death, Steve Clement
FEB. 20
Woolwich 2 Niagara Falls 2
Goals: Robert Hinschberger, 
Caleb Redekop
Assists: Nick Roth (2), Caleb 
Redekop
FEB. 22
Woolwich 4 Niagara Falls 4
Goals: Caleb Redekop (2), 
Robert Hinschberger (2)
Assists: Robert Hinschberger 
(2), Luke Shantz (2), Steve Clem-
ent (2), Caleb Redekop

BANTAM AE
FEB. 13
Woolwich 7 Flamborough 1
Goals: Jacob Kalenderian (2), 
Blake Boucher, Blair MacKenzie, 
Ben Martin, John Fackoury, Nick 
Densmore
Assists: John Fackoury (3), 
Evan Price, Ryan Mann, Luke 
Martin, Travis Angle
FEB. 19
Woolwich 2 Belle River 1
Goals: Jacob Kalenderian, Luke 
Martin
Assists: Nick Densmore, John 
Fackoury, Blake Boucher, Ryan 
Mann
FEB. 20
Woolwich 5 Belle River 2
Goals: Jacob Kalenderian (2), 
Blair MacKenzie, Nick Dens-
more, Jay Asmussen
Assists: Nick Densmore (2), 

Jacob Kalenerian, Blair MacKen-
zie, Jay Asmussen

MIDGET LL
FEB. 23
Woolwich 2 Ayr 2
Goals: Kerry Petker, Jon Costel-
lo
Assists: Owen Lennox, Derek 
Goetz, Adam Zizzo, Robbie 
Martin

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
FEB. 20
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener Wizards 1
Goals: Monica D’Arcy, Carly 
Bender
Assists: Roslyn Mainland, Erika 
Lebold, Samantha Haid

ATOM LL
FEB. 19
Twin Centre 3 Kitchener 6
Goals: Lisa Guenther, Ali Her-
gott, Hannah Snider
Assists: Jessica Dunbar, Taylor 
Holst, Mackenzie Van Bargen

PEEWEE B
FEB. 16
Twin Centre 6 Cambridge 1
Goals: Shannon D’Arcy (3), 
Emily Erb (2), Laurie Reid
Assists: Kailey Esbaugh (3), 
Hannah Boehm (2), Shannon 
D’Arcy, Leanne Howorth, Arielle 
Boughner
FEB. 17
Twin Centre 2 Ancaster 2
Goals: Hannah Boehm (2)
Assists: Shannon D’Arcy (2)

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 20
Twin Centre 1 Cambridge White 
0
Goals: Becky Cornwall
Assists: Janessa Heywood

BANTAM B
FEB. 19
Twin Centre 1 Lambeth 3
Goals: Melanie Freeman
Assists: Shelby Smit
Twin Centre 0 Lambeth 1
FEB. 20
Twin Centre 3 Cambridge 1
Goals: Lauren Howorth, Shelby 
Smit, Courtney Bisch
Assists: Kirstie Taves, Contessa 
Brenner, Melanie Freeman

MIDGET LL
FEB. 16
Twin Centre 8 Waterloo Ravens 0
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig (2), Beth 

Brubacher (2), Nikki Martin (2), 
Toni Di Benedetto, Sheila Clem-
mer
Assists: Kateyln Bearinger (2), 
Nikki Martin (2), Carrie Witt (2), 
Kaytlin Uberig, Meggy McTav-
ish, Sheila Clemmer, Beth Bru-
bacher

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
PETITE
FEB. 19
Woolwich 4 Tara 7
Goals: Natasha Jantzi (2), Jas-
min Fritz, Katharine Hoffman
Assists: Hailie Pavanel (2), 
Shelley Shantz, Lindsey Heller-
man
Woolwich 1 Tara 4
Goals: Jillian Schouppe
FEB. 20
Woolwich 4 Hanover 3
Goals: Natasha Jantzi, Amber 
Bauman, Hailie Pavanel, Crystal 
Dorscht
Assists: Stacey Hughes, Crys-
tal Dorscht, Jillian Schouppe, 
Shelley Shantz

TWEEN
FEB. 19
Woolwich 7 Elora/Fergus 5
Goals: Michelle Lee (2), Mi-
chelle Conlon (2), Emily Schieck, 
Meghan O’Hara, Amanda Poole
Assists: Michelle Lee (3), 
Michelle Conlon (2), Meghan 
O’Hara, Amber Truax

JUNIOR
FEB. 12
Woolwich 2 Tillsonburg 4
Goals: Jenna Petker (2)
Assists: Barb Huegle, Steph 
Thomas, Melanie Horst
Woolwich 2 Tillsonburg 3
Goals: Steph Thomas, Gillian 
Primeau
Assists: Gillian Primeau, Me-
gan Lee, Rachelle Ament
FEB. 19
Woolwich 9 Ripley 5
Goals: Gillian Primeau (3), 
Megan Lee (2), April (2), Jenna 
Petker, Michelle Conlon
Assists: Steph Thomas (3), 
Megan Lee (2), Gillian Primeau, 
Melanie Horst, Rachelle Ament
FEB. 23
Woolwich 8 Waterloo 7
Goals: Megan Lee (4), Steph 
Thomas, Barb Huegle, Tabatha 
Horst, Gillian Primeau
Assists: Tabatha Horst (2), 
Melanie Horst (2), Jenna Petker, 
April Hammell, Gillian Primeau, 
Barb Huegle

events: the front crawl, 
with a time of 31.9, and 
the breaststroke, 41.68; he 
didn’t qualify for either 
event, mainly due to the 
quality of his competitors, 
he said. 

“There were some swim-
mers in my category who 
were pretty fast, but I was 
able to bring up all of my 
times.”

None of his teammates 
qualified for the Ontario 
Federation of School Ath-
letic Associations (OFSSA) 
event.

“They all swam close to 
their qualifying times, 
but none of them [made] 
the OFSAA qualifying 
times, except Dave,” said 
assistant coach Anne Ken-
dall, adding that she was 
pleased with her team’s 
effort this year. “They 
performed really well … 
I thought we had a really 
good turnout [this year] 
and the swimmers who 
went to CWOSSA really 
worked hard to get there.”

A swimmer with the 
Elmira Aquaducks for the 

EDSS swimmer  
off to provincials

past four years, Pirker en-
countered troubled waters 
indeed as he prepared for 
Monday’s qualifier: during 
the third week of January, 
he broke his arm. 

“I broke it snowboarding 
and it reopened a crack in 
my arm, so then I just had 
a cast on for three weeks 
and I just trained with that 
– we made it waterproof. 
They just put some [stuff] 
on it so I would be able to 
swim. So then once I got it 
off, I was able to train a bit 
better.”

The next step for Pirker 
will be a trip to the Olym-
pic-sized Etobicoke pool 
for the provincials; if he 
performs well, he could be 
off to the nationals from 
there. But he’s taking 
things one step at a time, 
and concentrating on OF-
SAA for now. 

“I’m a bit nervous, but 
it will be fun,” he said. “I 
really have no expecta-
tions. I just hope to swim 
my best. I don’t really care 
about improving my tim-
ing. Just making it to OF-
SAA has been great.”

Continued from page 12

game four set for tomor-
row afternoon on the 
Sailors’ turf.

Last Saturday (Feb. 19), 
the series opened with a 3-
2 Port Dover win in Welles-
ley. The Sailors ran up a 3-0 
tally before the Jacks mus-
tered up a two-goal rally 
late in the game. A high-
sticking penalty against 
Matt Miller led the way for 
the visitors to land a power 
play goal two-and-a-half 
minutes into the match-
up, followed by two more 
tallies in the middle frame 
– the second of which came 
while Cam Jamieson was 
serving two minutes, also 
for high sticking.

For the most part, Port 
Dover controlled the pace 
of the game in the first 
two frames – though not 
without a fight from the ci-
der boys, who were hot on 
their skates throughout. 
Shots on net favoured the 
visitors 19-16 in the first 
two periods. The final 20 
minutes, however, were a 
different story. 

The Jacks came out with 
bounce and dominated the 
Sailors right from the drop 
of the puck. Wellesley test-
ed Port Dover netminder 
Tyler Kannawin 13 times 
that period, compared 
to three shots put on the 
Jacks’ Kevin Basler.

A crosschecking penalty 
awarded to the Sailors 
opened the door for Welles-
ley to mount its comeback 
effort at the 11-minute 
mark. With quick passes 

Jacks running 
out of time

from Justin Clark and 
Blake Martin, Brandon 
Maddick planted the rub-
ber deep in Kannawin’s 
area.

The play also resulted in 
a roughing-after-the-whis-
tle penalty on the Sailors, 
which led to another Jacks’ 
power play goal a minute 
later. Captain Ryan Gerber 
found the sweet spot with 
a hard knock, assisted by 
Clark.

Wellesley continued to 
press the Sailors’ net as 
the clock ticked down but 
couldn’t come up with a ty-
ing goal. Justin Bremner 
had the best opportunity 
for the Jacks, but he was 
brought down on a drive 
for the net with 7:26 re-
maining. The subsequent 
penalty shot was refused 
entry by Kannawin.

While hoping to continue 
that pressure in Port Do-
ver the following day, the 
Jacks found themselves 
on the losing end of a 5-2 
finish. Each team found 
the back of the net once in 
the first, but the Sailors 
caught their second wind 
and pulled ahead 3-1 in the 
second. They added two 
more in the third, while 
Wellesley knocked in one.

Scoring for Wellesley 
were Wes Hauck and 
Clark, assisted by Shane 
Cicchine and Martin re-
spectively. 

In order to stay in the 
arenas and off the links, 
Wellesley has to earn 
at least one victory this 
weekend. 

Continued from page 10

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

A WOOLWICH PRESENCE

PLAYING STRONG IN THE OMHA PLAYDOWNS Local skaters 
continued their push for Ontario Minor Hockey Association 
playoff glory this week. At left: Blake Boucher and his Bantam 
AE teammates lead Belle River 2-0 in their quarter-finals series. 
Above: the Major Midget Wildcats – including Mark Vignault  
(above) – have earned two wins and a tie in their quarter-final 
series with Fort Erie. Woolwich’s Minor Bantam squad has earned 
a win and two ties against Niagara Falls.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$6.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HAVE YOUR SAY - VOICE YOUR OPINIONS ON THE
SUBJECTS THAT MATTER TO YOU IN YOUR OBSERVER!

SEE
OPINION
SECTION

PAGES 6-8

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

C A M A S S G E S T E S A G E
O B E C H E A T T I L A B O A
H Y D R O C E P H A L I C O U T
O S I E R M E E T R O U G E
E M U T O M L I E O U T E R

M I S F I T C R A S S
A M I D F E R M E N T A T I O N
M U S E S S O Y S E N M B A
O N T A P W R Y C A P E D
U R I L O O R E F T O R S I
R O C K I N G C H A I R N E E R

A T O L L R E U S E S
O C T Y L E A R S T Y A P T
T H R O E R A P T M A R I O
T O E V E N E T I A N B L I N D
E R E E R O T I C B O G O T A
R E D L A S S O S C L A S S Y

HELP WANTED

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira
or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS
LAPTOPS

MONITORS
and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST

selection of
off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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Requires a licenced
Electrician or 4th year

apprentice. Commercial and 
Industrial experience a must.

Fax resume to (519) 698-9920
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

Full-time Labourer Want-
ed. Must have reliable trans-
portation, public transit not 
available. Need to be able 
to lift up to 50 lbs. Starting 
wage $10.00/hour. Benefits 
after 3 months. Hours of op-
eration Mon. - Fri. 7-5. Apply 
in person with resume. Hei-
delberg Meats & Deli, 1035 
Reitzel Pl., St. Jacobs, On-
tario. Ph. 664-3512.

You just proved Classi-
fieds work. Call 669-5790 
to place yours today

HELP WANTED

Help Needed Three full days 
per week. Call Schnurr’s 
Grocery in Linwood for ap-
pointment. 698-2370.

Pharmacy Technician. 
Suits motivated, organized 
person. Experience pre-
ferred, will train right person, 
Elmira. Call Greg 669-8282.

Students - Part-time job 
opportunity after school 
and some weekends on local 
poultry farm. Apply in person: 
2 William Street, Elmira.

BUSINESS       
OPPORTUNITIES
Do You Know This Per-
son? Honest and Ethical. 
Enthusiastic. Entrepreneur-
ial. Desires Financial Free-
dom. Desires Time Free-
dom. If your goal is to earn 
between $5,000 to $10,000+ 
per month (residual) and you 
fit this profile call Joanne or 
Todd: 519-669-0591.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Electrohome Organ. $50.  
846-2720.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Computer stand for hard 
driver, Ikea, good condition. 
699-4019.

Men’s Skates, CCM In-
truder 55, size 9, worn twice, 
$50. 664-2649.

FOR SALE

30% Off Regular Prices 
during February! Seven 
Sisters Antiques and Col-
lectibles, Linwood. Fri. and 
Sun. 12:00 - 4:00, Sat. 10:00 
- 5:00. 698-1135.

Drywall For Sale. New 
5/8 fire rated 4 x 8 sheets 
and 4 x 9 sheets. $12.00 
per sheet, 390 sheets. Call 
669-2800.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Clearance Sale at Dis N 
Dat Treasures! 25 - 75% 
off (on most items). Entire 
store is marked down. Our 
warehouse is full! New stock 
every week. Open Fri. & Sat. 
only 9-5. Hurry in for best 
selection. 15 Dunke St., N., 
Elmira. 669-5005.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques Wanted. Crocks, 
clocks, paintings and frames, 
early paper, architectural, fur-
niture, glass, china. Driveshed 
and basement treasures. Call 
(519)843-2777, machine - 
please leave message.

Old Magazines, Readers, 
calendars, cards, children’s 
books etc. with coloured 
pictures. Any condition. Call 
698-1160.

WANTED TO BUY

We Buy Alum. Copper, in-
sulated copperwire, brass, 
stainless, cast, cars, ma-
chinery. Prepared shor t 
steel, mixed loads of scrap 
metal and batteries. Deliv-
ered to our yard 11/2 miles 
east of Wartburg, Line 42, 
Fire#4546. For prices call 
(519)393-5390.

PETS

Only A Few Left! Cross-
bred pups for sale. Will make 
a great family pet. 8 weeks 
+. $150 each. Call 638-5176 
or 572-6755.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Potatoes and Onions. 
White $8 - 75lbs, medium 
or large. Yukon gold $6.50 
- 50 lbs. Onions $8 - 50 lbs. 
No chemical fertilizer. Joel, 
664-3093.

HORSES

Brand New Boarding Fa-
cility with all the amenities 
has a few stalls available 
for the discriminating horse 
owner. Professional, im-
maculate barn. Call Alida 
(519)638-8981.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

NO GST! 1998 Ford Wind-
star GL. Loaded incl. quad 
seats, alloys and more. Cer-
tified, E-test. 199,000 kms. 
(519)831-0156 (Guelph), 
(519)638-2774 (Drayton).

RENTALS

3 Bedroom Apartment. 
Available March 1. Qui-
et, close to downtown and 
schools. First and last, refer-
ences. Call 669-2566.

Apar tment For Rent . 
Downtown Elmira..above 
“Pampered & Polished”. 1 
bedroom, 650 sq. ft., c/w 
kitchen, livingroom, and 
bathroom. Private entrance. 
Fridge and stove provid-
ed, coin laundry available. 
Rent includes heat, hydro 
extra. Absolutely no pets, 
parking available in nearby 
municipal parking lot. Avail-
able April 1/05. $600.00 per 
month. Responsible individ-
uals only need to apply as 
retail store below is priority. 
References required. Phone 
Bill or Ruth Norris 669-1348 
or wnorris1636@rogers.
com

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment for 
rent. Adult building. Avail. 
immediately. 2 parking spots, 
bright L.R. and kitchen w/
white cabinetry. NO SMOK-
ING & NO PETS. Fridge & 
stove incl. Tenant pays heat, 
hydro & water. $600/month. 
Call 669-2772.

Elmira - One bedroom. 
Feb. 1. Downtown, non 
smoker. $495 + only hydro. 
669-5431.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. indus-
trial bay with 16 ft. high ceil-
ing. 12 foot high door, 600 
volt electrical service, gas 
heat/water. Call 669-1461 
for details.

RENTALS

Elmira, One Bedroom. 
Quiet building. Available 
now. $480.00/month plus 
hydro. 669-1024.

Main Floor of 2 Bedroom 
bungalow in Elmira. Use 
of single detached garage. 
$850 plus utilities. Phone 
669-1731.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Warehouse Space For 
Rent - 14,000 sq. ft., one 
big room 12’ height ceiling 
on concrete floor. Loading 
dock, washrooms and office 
at Walco Equipment, 20 Ar-
thur St. N., elmira. Call Jim 
Martin at 519-669-4025.
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ACROSS 
1. At the home of  some-
one (prep)
5. Keyboard muscial 
instrument with met-
al bars
12. A serve that isn’t 
returned
15. Any dialect of  lan-
guage of  ancient Rome
17. Person living in 
Laos
18. Teardrop-shaped In-
dian bread
19. Russian ice prin-
cess ____ Sokolova
20. Flowers bunched 
together
22. Large prickly ro-
dent
24. Gay black character 
in Revenge of  the Nerds
25. Even (adverb)
26. The whole amount
27. Idiot
30. Waste pipe
32. Happening later
34. No hardship, effort 
or difficulty
35. Tough by virtue of  
experience (2wrds)
38. Vaulted ceiling 
above altar
41. Woman who joins 
the ‘order’
42. Dohickey, gizmo, 
thingamabob
47. Equivalent institu-
tion of  any other coun-
try (2wrds)
52. Opponents ball 
blocks line between 
your ball and hole
53. A reminder
54. Initial contribution 
to the pot

55. Canal worker in 
charge of  locks (2wrds)
60. Laborer who does 
menial work
64. Watery part of  milk 
separated from the curd 
(plr)
65. Music or poetry 
evoking rural life
68. Professional killer
70. Narrow runners 
used for gliding over 
snow
71. French word for 
‘water’
73. Informal term for a 
young girl
74. Black colour with a 
tinge of  blue (2wrds)
77. Around the sun
81. Republic on the is-
land of  Ceylon: Sri ___
82. French word for 
friend
83. Demonstrating ev-
idence
84. Town in Colorado ‘_
__ Park’, pop. 3,184
85. Line to start a down 
(abbrev)
86. Fugitive
87. An open skin in-
fection
DOWN 
1. To cry out
2. Angel headpieces
3. Archaic spelling of  
‘eternal’
4. Bluish-white metal-
lic element: ZN
5. Informal right to 
something
6. Deserve by one’s ef-
forts
7. Knowledge gained 
through tradition

8. When you plan to ar-
rive
9. There are 7 of  these 
God warns us of
10. Game kids play 
when they are ‘it’
11. Anoint
12. Deficiency in red 
blood cells
13. Narrow water pas-
sages made for boats or 
irrigation
14. Principal dish of  
a meal
16. State preceding 
vomiting
21. A ceremonial staff  
as a symbol of  office
23. A contented cat
27. Former US telecom-
munications company
28. Got together (past)
29. Embroidery or 
braiding (arch)
31. Overcome or over_
__
32. Lie adjacent to an-
other
33. Fussy
36. Genetic informa-
tion
37. Used in negative 
phrases, esp. after nei-
ther
38. Placed around sto-
ries in newspapers
39. A sizeable hole
40. A secret agent like 
James bond
43. Female egg
44. A harsh noise
45. A subdivision of  a 
play, opera or ballet
46. River in W. England 
flows into Irish Sea
48. A kind of  paint 

used by artists
49. Cat cries
50. Actor’s lines that 
serves as a remind-
er for some action or 
speech
51. The seat within a 
bishop’s diocese where 
his cathedral is located
56. 22nd letter of  Greek 
alphabet
57. Barbie’s boyfriend
58. Broad highway de-
signed for high-speed 
traffic
59. Any substance that 
can be used as food
60. Unit of  pressure 
equal to one newton per 
square meter
61. “Eaters of  raw 
flesh” people of  the 
north
62. God of  underworld 
and judge of  the dead
63. Narcotics agent
66. Make-shift abode
67. One who lacks or is 
in want
69. Cloth used to apply 
medication to a sore
70. Sudden forceful 
flow
72. An edict of  the Rus-
sian tsar
74. Radar echo dis-
played
75. A road leading to 
a farm
76. Young woman who 
is unmarried
78. Address for a mar-
ried woman
79. Society (abbrev)
80. Female reproduc-
tive cell

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

February 16
5:51 PM A man fled the Arthur 

Street Petro Canada gas bar in 
Elmira after pumping $30 in fuel. 
The driver of a newer-looking, red 
Ford pickup truck quickly left the 
station without paying. The suspect 
is described as a six-foot tall man 
in his late teens, with dirty-blond 
hair and a stocky build. Police were 
unable to locate the suspect ve-
hicle, which was last seen on Wyatt 
Street, near Hampton Street.
10:48 PM An Elmira man was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ fol-
lowing a single-vehicle collision on 
Floradale Road, near Side Road 18. 
The man told police he was north-
bound when he attempted to fol-
low a curve in the road too quickly. 
He then lost control and skidded 
into a ditch. There were no injuries. 
The vehicle sustained heavy dam-
age. 

February 17
6:50 AM Sometime overnight, 

a model home on Elmira’s Porch 
Light Drive was broken into and a 
gas furnace was disconnected and 

removed. A basement window was 
broken in order to gain entry. Once 
inside, thieves disassembled the 
Lennox-brand furnace in a “profes-
sional” manner. A microwave was 
also taken. There are no suspects. 
The investigation continues.
1:30 PM A trucking company on 

Elmira’s Arthur Street North report-
ed a lost licence plate. The plate 
– with marker 639 0DX – was lost 
somewhere in southwestern Ontar-
io within the previous two weeks.
7:02 PM A Linwood woman 

escaped unscathed following a 
single-vehicle collision on Herrgott 
Road involving a telephone util-
ity box. The woman reported she 
was northbound when she lost 
control of her vehicle on an icy 
patch. Before striking a ditch, the 
vehicle clipped and severely dam-
aged a Bell utility box. The vehicle 
sustained moderate damage. No 
charges were laid.
9:50 PM An ice patch was also 

blamed for a single-vehicle col-
lision on Kressler Road, near 
Boomer Line. An Elmira woman 

was northbound when she lost 
control and rolled her vehicle onto 
its side. Damage was reported as 
significant. There were no injuries. 
Charges weren’t laid.

February 18
5:20 AM A Stoney Creek man 

rolled his cargo van onto its side 
on Listowel Road, near Line 86. The 
driver reported being cut off by a 
transport truck as he attempted to 
merge from Line 86 onto Listowel 
Road. As a result, he told police, the 
man took evasive action to avoid 
a collision. In the process, he lost 
control of his van on an icy patch, 
crossed through the oncoming lane 
and struck a ditch. The truck driver 
didn’t stop. Police redirected traffic 
around the scene for about an hour 
while the van was removed. There 
were no injuries. The van suffered 
moderate damage. No charges 
were laid.
5:12 PM A gas can and fuel were 

reported stolen from a Lawson Line 
storage shed in Wellesley Township. 
The property owner heard commo-
tion in their yard overnight and 

saw a man leaving the shed. In the 
morning, an inventory of the shed 
was conducted and the gas can, 
including about $25 in fuel, were 
missing. There are no suspects.

February 19
8:02 AM A King Street, St. Jacobs 

business reported the overnight 
theft of multiple lawn ornaments. 
The ornaments – with a combined 
value of $300 – were set up out-
side the business. There are no 
suspects.
12:49 PM A Wallenstein-area 

woman skidded backward into 
a ditch after losing control of her 
vehicle due to snow accumulations 
on Line 86 in Wellesley Township. 
She was eastbound at the time. 
Damage was reported as moderate. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
1:48 PM A Waterloo woman is 

facing a ‘careless driving’ charge 
following a two-vehicle collision at 
the intersection of King Street and 
Martin Grove Road, near the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market. A vehicle 
stopped at a red light was struck 

from behind. Damage to the lead 
vehicle was minor, but the trail-
ing vehicle sustained considerable 
damage. There were no injuries.

February 20
3:42 PM An Elmira police officer 

returned to the station on Indus-
trial Drive to discover an aban-
doned bicycle leaning against the 
door. The purple-coloured, men’s 
bicycle is being held at the station 
pending owner identification.
6:13 PM Police responded to a 

single-vehicle collision on North-
field Drive, near University Ave-
nue. A Kitchener woman reported 
she was westbound when she 
lost control of her vehicle on an 
icy patch and struck two wooden 
guardrails before coming to rest. 
The vehicle suffered heavy dam-
age. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

February 21
12:44 PM A small quantity of 

marijuana was confiscated from an 
Elmira District Secondary School 
student by a Waterloo Regional 
Police high school liaison officer. 

The drug was taken for destruc-
tion. No charges were laid, but the 
school took disciplinary action.

February 22
3:31 PM A report of suspected 

poaching attracted police to a ru-
ral property on King Street in St. 
Jacobs. Employees of a business 
discovered a deer skin at their rear 
of their property, which backs onto 
a larger rural area. The Ministry of 
Natural Resources was called in to 
investigate.
4:21 PM A Floradale-area resi-

dent avoided a theft charge after 
returning to a gas station at the 
corner of Lobsinger Line and King 
Street. The driver of a blue Ford 
pickup truck pumped $80 of fuel 
before leaving the station without 
paying. However, a licence plate 
marker was obtained and tracked 
to a Floradale residence. Contact-
ed by police, the individual report-
ed they’d been distracted by a cell 
phone conversation and forgot to 
pay. Upon learning of the lapse, 
the man immediately returned to 
cover the bill.

TRADES & SERVICES

Income Tax - Lydia’s bookkeeping, 
Personal Tax. Corporation Owner op-
erated business for 20 years, E-file, 
Gov’t forms, log books. Call 662-1857 
(New Hamburg).

FURNITURE            
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Stripping Spe-
cial 10% off. Specializing in hand 
stripping, refinishing, repairing, church 
interiors and pews, dining room sets, 
rockers, chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest quality workman-
ship. Pick-up/delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

FRESH CONTENT, 
UPDATED WEEKLY

Find the great news, sports, arts, 
business, classifieds and opinions you 

love to read in Woolwich Observer every 
week on our website:

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

FARWELL, Sister Colette 
(formerly Mary Robert) SSND
Died at Notre Dame Convent, 
Waterdown, ON, on February 19, 
2005 in the 66th year as a School Sister 
of Notre Dame. She was born in St. 
Clements.

FOSTER, Eleanor Elizabeth (nee 
Colson)
Of Guelph, passed away peacefully, at 
home, in the early morning on Saturday, 
February 19, 2005, in her 87th year.
Local relatives are daughter Sarah 
Richardson and her husband Carl of 
Wellesley.

JANZEN, Anna (Mrs. John W.)
Peacefully, with her family by her 
side, on Friday, February 18, 2005, 
at Freeport Health Centre, Kitchener. 
Anna (Siemens) Janzen, in her 56th year, 
of Elmira.

SCHMITT, Dennis E.
On Wednesday, February 23, 2005 at 
his residence. Dennis Schmitt in his 55th 

year of St. Jacobs.
Beloved son of Floyd Schmitt of St. 
Jacobs and the late Ellen (Pike) Schmitt 
(September 1999.) Dear nephew of 
Grace Downs and Yvonne Such both 
of Waterloo and Myrtle and Nelson 
Marschall of Guelph.
Dennis will be missed by his many 
cousins and their families.
Dennis was a longtime employee of 
Metzger’s Egg Grading Station, Elmira.
Cremation has taken place. There 
will be no funeral home visitation. A 
memorial service for family and friends 
will be held at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, Heidelberg on Tuesday, March 
1, 2005 at 11:00 am with Rev. Olaf 
Poulsen officiating. Spring interment 
in St. Peter’s Lutheran Cemetery, 
Heidelberg.
In his memory donations to St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Heidelberg 
or Canadian Diabetes Association 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy and may be obtained by 
calling Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira 
669-2207

HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?

RICHARD VIVIAN

DEATH NOTICES

SOMERS, William “Bill” N.
Peacefully, on Thursday, February 
17, 2005, at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, William N. Somers, in his 
96th year, of Elmira formerly of West 
Montrose.

STERNALL, Eileen (Mrs. 
Stanley)
Peacefully, on Sunday, February 20, 
2005, at Leisureworld Care Centre, 
Elmira. Eileen (Fredericks) Sternall, 
in her 95th year of Elmira, formerly of 
Cambridge and Waterloo.

SUGG, Irene E. 
Peacefully, on Sunday, February 20, 
2005, at Leisureworld Care Centre, 
Elmira. Irene Sugg, in her 67th year, 
of Elmira.

WYATT, Dr. Ernest Rix Stafford
In Waterloo, on Saturday, February 
19, 2005, in his 84th year. He was 
a family physician in Elmira for 36 
years.

AN EVENING OF 
GAMES, AWARDS 
Elmira’s Ryan Cassel 
(left) and others 
officially ‘swam up’ 
from the ranks of Cub 
to Scout during the 
1st Elmira Scouting 
Banquet at St. Teresa 
of Avila Parish Hall 
Tuesday evening 
(Feb. 22). The annual 
banquet kicked off 
with a series of 
games, followed by 
dinner, awards and a 
‘swim up’ ceremony. 
Keenan Courtis of 
Conestogo took home 
the organization’s 
excellence in scouting 
award. 
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AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

RESTAURANTS
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SKATE SHARPENING
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

LIVESTOCK TRUCKING
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PLASTICS

TINY’S
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
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RENOVATIONSCARPET CARE

COMPLETE
CARPET
CARE
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669-7607
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St. Jacobs Arena Annual Garage Sale • Saturday, April 16, 7:30 am. – 11:30 a.m. • Arena FULL
of bargains: FREE ADMISSION (Room for more vendors) call Rich 669-2533 to reserve your spot.��������������
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ECT earns a pair of nods Chief stepping down Region looks ahead to the summer

See GIFT page 21

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This winter may look like an average 
season on paper, but that’s far from the 
case, says Environment Canada weather 
guru David Phillips. With both higher- 

and lower-than normal temperatures – some-
times separated by only a few days – the average 
resembles a typical winter.

“The character of the winter is … this back and 
forth where you did get temperatures of 10 de-
grees in December, 15 degrees in January, we’ve 
had six degrees in February, but in those same 
three months we had a temperature of minus-27, 
minus-31 and we’ve had as low as minus-21 in 
February.

“There have been twice as many [below mi-
nus-20-degree days] as normal, even though the 
average temperature hasn’t been that much dif-
ferent from normal. The average temperature … 
is about minus 6.0 and normal would be minus 
5.8.”

Both December and January, he noted, were 
about a degree colder than usual. However, as 
of Feb. 22, this month has turned around to a de-
gree difference on the warmer side.

Wind and storm direction has driven these 
variable temperatures, with warm fronts com-
ing from south of the border and cold arctic air 
pressing from the north.

“We’re seeing a lot of systems coming up from 
Colorado, Texas and when they come this way … 
they bring that southerly flow where you get the 
melting temperatures. It’s been back and forth 
because we’ve had a fair number of Alberta clip-
pers, Colorado lows … which mixes things up. 
They pull up the warm air, and then when they 
pass, they allow the cold air to rush down,” Phil-
lips explained.

“Last year … we had six weeks of nothing but 
cold arctic air and the year before that we had a 
lot of southerly flow; we just seemed locked into 
one system or the other. But this year, everyone 
has had their turn at us.”

Varying temperatures isn’t a complete surprise 
for the area, but “this year has been a little bit 
more volatile, a little bit more variable than in 
most years.”

And winter, he added, isn’t likely to fade any-
time soon – despite what Wiarton Willie may 
have you believe.

Winter to 
linger into 
the spring

Temperatures have been 
average only because of 
extremes on both ends

See MORE page 21

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The government al-
ways wants more. 
Everyone else 
wants to pay less. 

More predictable than 
Wiarton Willie, tax time See VOLUNTEERS page 21

Some relief from tax preparation headaches
WCS offers free help for area’s low-income residents

announces the coming of 
spring … and the onset of 
accounting headaches.

For some low-income 
earners in the area, there 
is relief in the form of 
Woolwich Community 
Services’ free tax-prepa-
ration program. The ser-

vice kicks into gear start-
ing Mar. 1 at the Elmira-
based agency.

“We offer volunteers 
who are trained to do 
taxes for people with low 
income,” said executive 
director Don Harloff. 
Single people making 

less than $22,000 a year 
and couples earning up 
to $27,000 qualify for as-
sistance. 

“The [returns] also have 
to be simple – we wouldn’t 
be doing bankruptcies 
and deaths.”

The program isn’t new: 

WCS has offered free tax 
returns for more than 20 
years. To help them pro-
cess the 60-80 requests 
they anticipate for this 
year, a total of 10 volun-
teers will be hard at work 
between Mar. 1 and Apr. 
30 to get those tax forms 

in before the filing dead-
line. 

Harloff noted that those 
interested in the program 
have a choice when it 
comes to help with their 
taxes. 

“They can come into the 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

They came looking for a 
good argument. They left 
with a fistful of shiny 
medals.

Debating teams from Elmira 
District Secondary School talked 
their way into gold and silver at 
two tournaments over the last 
week.

First off, the juniors swept away 
all their competitors to take home 
five gold medals Feb. 17 from the 
Central Western Ontario Region 
competition at Eastwood Col-
legiate in Kitchener. As a team, 
Tristan Neill, Wren Laing, Laura 
Hilderley and Brittany Jones were 
awarded gold; Neill earned an ex-
tra golden prize for individual per-
formance. 

On Feb. 22, senior stars Devon 
Galloway, Jordan Schmidt. Laura 
Sloboda and Nicole Trautrim tied 
for second to earn silver medals at 
another regional event.

“I’m very pleased with the se-
niors and particularly delighted 
with the growth in the juniors. I 

This talk is golden
EDSS debaters capture gold, silver in regional competition

was really impressed with [their] 
growth since September. Their im-
provement has been remarkable,” 
said Carolyn Knapp, EDSS instruc-
tor and head of the debating society. 

“I think debating is such a won-
derful activity because the students 
grow … in their behaviour and in-
terpersonal and intellectual skills. 
So it’s a very fine activity for some-
one this age.”

Galloway, however, earned an ad-

ditional honour: he was invited to 
join the CWOSSA regional squad 
who are headed to Peterborough on 
April 1-3 for the provincial finals. 

Galloway has come a long way 
since September, when he was a 
newcomer to debating – this was his 
first, and last, year of high school 
debating. It was teammate Schmidt 
who convinced him to come out to 
debating; since then, Galloway has 

SILVER LINING  Devon Galloway (right) was one of four EDSS senior debaters who walked away 
with silver medals after Tuesday’s CWOR finals at Wilfrid Laurier University. As an additional 
bonus, Galloway will be off to the provincial finals on April 1-3 in Peterborough. From left: Laura 
Sloboda, Nicole Trautrim, Jordan Schmidt. PHOTOS: KYLE REA

ON TOP OF THE PODIUM  The Junior debating team at EDSS walked away with a clean sweep – claiming medals in team and individual 
performance. From left: Brittany Jones, Tristan Neill, Laura Hilderley and Wren Laing. 

Last fall’s production of Blithe Spirit by the Elora Community Theatre re-
ceived a pair of awards from the Western Ontario Drama League. Actress 
Marion Rodgers of Guelph received the best supporting actress award, while 
Waterloo’s Kimberly Young was recognized as most promising newcomer. 

Waterloo Regional deputy police chief Brian Cunningham announced 
Wednesday he will retire after 38 years on the force on Mar. 31. Cunning-
ham had one of the longest careers with regional police; his replacement 
will be announced shortly. 

It may be difficult to think of summer while shoveling your driveway, but 
that’s just what regional council is doing. This week, a contingency plan for 
the summertime arrival of West Nile Virus was approved, including contin-
ued public education efforts and control measures such as larviciding.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Suffering under in-
creased economic 
and regulatory pres-

sures, traditionally quiet 
farmers are not only find-
ing their voice but they’re 
amplifying it. Agricul-
tural representatives are 
making a concerted effort 
to share stories of life on 
the farm and staging vari-
ous protests and rallies 
– moves farmers have gen-
erally shied away from.

Over the past couple 
years, the farming indus-
try has stepped up its ef-
forts to influence public 
opinion and made public 
demands of the political 
leaders, a sign of just how 
frustrated they are, sug-
gest industry officials.

“We’ve had to turn up the 
volume… I think farmers, 
as a general rule, like to 
be able to go about their 
business and do what 

�����
������

������������

Gators come north for cold-weather education
University of Florida students get eyeful of Ontario agri-food industry

Coming north to 
Canada from 
Florida in Feb-
ruary seems 

counterintuitive to most 
Canadians (likewise, to 
most Americans, too). 
Our early ancestors 
wouldn’t have survived if 
they’d taken such an ap-
proach. But nonetheless, 
next week six University 
of Florida students with 
an interest in agricultur-
al communications will 
be joining their counter-
parts at the University of 
Guelph, as part of a pilot 
exchange program. 

The University of Flor-
ida, a sprawling campus 
located in Gainesville, 
in the north central part 
of the state, is Guelph’s 
southern soul mate. I’ve 
been there during Read-
ing Week with nine of 
my agricultural com-
munication students, 
and everywhere we turn 

as we tour the univer-
sity and the region it-
self, we see similarities 
to Ontario, and Guelph 
– turfgrass research, 
animal science, horticul-
tural science, veterinary 
medicine, among them. 
Exchanges are meant to 
broaden the horizons of 
their participants, and 
there’s no question the 15 
students from both sides 
of the border involved in 
this program (and their 
advisors) will have their 
eyes open wider when the 
initiative concludes.

Other than citrus pro-
duction, and equine, I was 
unaware how big farm-
ing is in Florida. When 
last year’s hurricanes all 
but wiped out tourism 
for months and months, 
it turns out agriculture 
carried the economy 
(in fact, officials at the 
Florida Farm Bureau say 
agriculture is enjoying a 

bit of a renaissance, as a 
result of being there for 
the state when the chips 
were down).

If there’s any doubt 
about the industry’s sig-
nificance, check these 
figures. While we brag 
about the $5-billion farm 
economy in Ontario, the 
biggest farm-produc-
tion province in Canada, 
Florida’s biggest farm-
production county – Polk 
County – has higher 
gross receipts than our 
entire province. 

Polk County is the size 
of New Jersey – it’s huge, 
for a county. But still, the 
figures show how agri-
culture is a major player 
in the state.

That size and the re-

newed interest have cre-
ated a vibrant agricul-
tural communications 
industry, with farmers 
trying hard to keep the 
favour of politicians and 
consumers. Many new 
and renewing positions 
within the industry are 
being filled by University 
of Florida graduates. 

That’s one of the similar-
ities between us – Guelph 
students who have been 
involved in agricultural 
communication educa-
tion have being finding 
their way to the pork 
producers headquarters, 
to new positions created 
by the chicken produc-
ers and, more recently, 
the soybean growers, and 
into agricultural market-

ing and public relations 
positions.

It turns out one of the 
biggest farming (and 
communication) issues 
both Florida and On-
tario students will have 
to deal with is urban 
sprawl. Florida already 
had about as big a popu-
lation as Canada, and 
an estimated 800 more 
people move there every 
day. But if you look at 
Florida on a map, it has a 
fraction of the land mass 
of Ontario. Packing that 
many people inside the 
state’s boundaries is go-
ing to create some prob-
lems, including urban 
sprawl.

Florida’s agriculture 
industry is keenly aware 
the pressure developers 
are putting on farmland, 
in their zeal to meet the 
demands of condo-buy-
ing, graying Canadians. 
I don’t blame anyone for 

moving down there for 
the winter – the weather 
is gorgeous, the ameni-
ties are all there and it’s 
not that far away. But 
the farming industry is 
not pleased, and wonders 
aloud how farmers will 
be able to fight the temp-
tation from a real estate 
developer to sell their 
land for 10 times more 
than it’s worth for agri-
culture. 

Quips one farm bureau 
member: “We’re growing 
houses, not crops.”

This is the same kind of 
problem Ontario tried ad-
dressing with the green 
belt proposal. It’s strug-
gling. Maybe exchanges 
like the one that sets up 
in Guelph next week can 
help future communica-
tors arrive at solutions, 
with less despair.

So welcome, University 
of Florida. Let’s learn to-
gether.

Taking their issues to the people
Frustration has led the farming community to become more vocal, suggest officials

they do without having to 
play the politics that’s in-
volved. But the trouble is, 
increasingly, our lives are 
being shaped by politics,” 
explained Ron Bonnett, 
president of the Ontario 
Federation of Agricul-
ture. 

“A lot of the regulations 
that are being put in place 
are not necessarily being 
put in place because of any 
real risk or reason, they’re 
being put in place because 
there’s a perceived risk 
and there’s political pres-
sure to put them in place.”

Among the hot-button 
issues for farmers are the 
mad-cow disease (BSE) 
scare that’s lingered since 
May 2003, low commod-
ity prices for cash crops 
and increasing legislation 
on what farmers can and 
can’t do on their land.

In response to these is-
sues – or specifically polit-
ical reaction to them – the 
agriculture industry has 

increasingly turned to the 
media and the staging of 
grand events to help sway 
public opinion: mad-cow 
related issues have domi-
nated headlines, about 
200 farmers on tractors 
stalled traffic on Hwy. 401 
last month and a Mar. 2 
rally on Queen’s Park has 
been planned.

“There’s been an increas-
ing amount of frustration 
growing over getting gov-
ernment to listen to the 
concerns that the farm 
community has; whether 
it be the direction they’re 
taking things like nu-
trient management and 
greenbelt, or whether it’s 
understanding that there’s 
a real need to make sure 
that safety-net programs 
work. There’s a feeling out 
there that it’s been just lip 
service that’s been given 
to the farm community,” 
Bonnett added.

Public opinion, industry 
officials agree, remains 
on the side of farmers. 
However there is some 
concern that large-scale 
protests, while getting the 
public’s attention, may in 
fact have a negative im-

pact on the public’s view of 
agriculture.

“Shutting down the 401 
is a really bad marketing 
tactic because it disad-
vantages a whole bunch 
of people who may not be 
familiar with the issue,” 
suggested Len Kahn, 
brand manager for Ad-
Farm, a marketing agency 
dedicated to the agri-food 
industry based in Guelph. 
The planned Mar. 2 rally 
in Toronto, however, can 
have more of a positive im-
pact, he added. 

“Anything we can do 
as marketers … to raise 
awareness of the contri-
butions farmers make is 
good. I think European-
style protests like shutting 
down the 401 or letting 
hogs loose at Queen’s Park 
would probably do more 
harm than good.”

But for Wellesley-area 
farmer Lloyd Erb, who 
has watched his family’s 
farming income drop in 
recent years, all the lob-
bying efforts appear fruit-
less, even the large-scale 
protests and rallies. As a 
result of the mad-cow dis-
ease scare, he’s found him-

self partially supporting 
his 26-year-old son, a beef 
farmer – who has taken a 
part-time job off the farm 
in order to survive.

“We’ve actually just 
picked him up and carried 
him through this from the 
dairy herd, otherwise he’d 
be done-for long ago al-
ready,” he told the Observ-
er. “It doesn’t seem like 
anything is working. This 
is why I’m kind of against 
going to Queen’s Park to 
the politicians because 
they do know how bad it 
is. But it seems the people 
we aren’t getting through 
to are the consumers. For 
the consumer, as long as 
the food is cheap, that’s 
the way to go.”

Rather than the rally, he 
suggested farmers should 
stop delivering their prod-
uct to grocery stores for a 
week or two.

“If the grocery stores get 
empty, people will start 
listening. Up until then, 
nothing is going to hap-
pen,” Erb said.

Swaying public opin-
ion, however, needs to 
involve more than just 
tales of woe, commented 

Jackie Fraser, executive 
director of Guelph-based 
AgCare (Agricultural 
Groups Concerned About 
Resources and the Envi-
ronment). The group isn’t 
involved with lobbying 
and protest efforts, but 
rather communicates sto-
ries about what the farm-
ing industry is doing in 
terms of environmental 
stewardship and similar 
issues.

“I worry about ever 
crossing the line to when 
the public starts to see us 
(farmers) as a nuisance or 
finds things like blockades 
a nuisance. That might 
backfire on us,” she said.

“We don’t want to taint 
[public perception] … and 
have them think poorly 
of us. Right before the 401 
blockade was the baggage 
handlers at Air Canada 
[walkout] and those kinds 
of stunts just don’t get peo-
ples’ sympathy really.”

“I think the industry has 
finally realized we’re do-
ing all this good stuff, but 
one thing we’ve never re-
ally been great at is com-
municating the good news 
stories,” added Kahn.
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KYLE REA
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Public health offi-
cials want to throw 
high school stu-

dents a jab. The hook? 
Immunization against 
meningitis. 

The Region of Waterloo 
Public Health Unit is of-
fering up a Meningococ-
cal C immunization pro-
gram to protect students 
from the rare, but poten-
tially life-threatening 
disease. 

Starting Feb. 22 and 
continuing until June, 
students aged 15-19 from 
20 high schools across the 
region can attend free im-
munization clinics – on a 

office and sit down with 
one of our volunteers and 
go through [the return] 
together, or a lot of people 
choose to drop off the in-
formation to us and we 
assign a volunteer to it. 
They complete it and then 
we return it to the per-
son.”

To ensure that forms can 
be fully processed, he said 
clients should have all 
their tax documents: T4, 
rent receipts, tax deduc-
tions, and the like.

“That’s one of our dif-
ficulties: making sure 
that people bring in their 
forms and have all the in-
formation available, so we 
can complete the return.”

He added that it takes 

“It looks like spring is 
going to be slow coming,” 
Phillips said, suggesting 
March and April will be 
“colder than normal” 
with somewhat lower 
than average participa-
tion. “Winter is going to 
hang on. It doesn’t look 
like we’re going to have a 
rush to spring.

“We clearly know the 
back of winter is bro-
ken; on average, the tem-
perature has been rising 
steadily, the days have 
been getting longer. Typi-
cally, we get about 27 per 
cent of our annual snow-
fall after this date (Feb. 
22), so it’s too early to put 
away the snow shovel.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A new thermal im-
aging camera has 
proven its worth 

to the St. Jacobs Fire De-
partment at least half-a-
dozen times since it was 
acquired last summer. 
Now, it’s paid for – a nine-
month fundraising cam-
paign wrapped up this 
week.

The $17,000 heat-detect-
ing device had been on 
loan to the department.

“We use it at almost ev-
ery call now. It’s starting 
to become a standard pro-
cedure to use it at every 
call,” explained district 
chief Clare Weber, not-
ing there’s been six occa-
sions where the camera 
has assisted firefighters 
in their duties. On other 
occasions, the camera 
has been used as a matter 
of routine.

Most recently, the cam-
era – an Argus II model 

Fundraising complete for thermal imaging camera
Heat-sensing device has proven useful at least six times, says Weber

– came in handy during 
a small shop fire last Sat-
urday (Feb. 19). Firefight-
ers were called to a shop 
on Three Bridges Road 
shortly before 6 p.m., 
after a welder’s spark 
slipped into a crack in a 
wall and ignited some in-
sulation.

“It was actually flaming 
inside the wall, and that 
camera told us exactly 
where to open up the 
wall. It told us that we 
didn’t have to open up the 
wall any further to make 
sure there was no exten-
sion of fire,” he said. “It 
was perfect for that.”

The fire was quickly ex-
tinguished. No one was 
injured in the incident.

Thermal imaging cam-
eras measure heat levels 
and create a digital im-
age based on the findings, 
allowing firefighters to 
see hot spots through 
walls or heavy smoke. It 

can also be used to detect 
body heat when/if fire-
fighters are called upon 
to locate a missing per-
son in a wooded area or 
cornfield.

This is the first such 
camera in Woolwich 
Township. While based 
out of the St. Jacobs de-
partment, which con-
ducted the fundraising 
effort, it’s available for 
other stations in the mu-
nicipality to use.

Firefighters began so-
liciting St. Jacobs-area 
businesses in May, after 
a Heidelberg fire demon-
strated how useful such 
a camera would be. Wool-
wich firefighters got their 
first good look at the tech-
nology when they were 
called to a fire at Jones 
Feed Mill.

Also responding to the 
fire, the Wellesley Fire 
Department brought 
their thermal imag-
ing camera down. The 
Wellesley Village station 

has owned such a camera 
for about three years.

In that incident, Weber 
credited the camera with 
saving water damage at 
the facility: two smoke-
filled storage bins weren’t 
watered down because 
the camera showed there 
was no fire inside.

Feed mill owner Jeff 
Jones kicked off the 
department’s fundrais-
ing effort with a $1,000 
donation. Subsequently, 
the Best Western hotel 
and Harvest Moon res-
taurant have pitched in 
equal amounts; a $7,500 
donation came from 
Home Hardware. Sev-
eral smaller business 
donations were also re-
ceived.

Firefighters also collect-
ed $68 from beer bottle 
returns; the bottles were 
gathered during two 
occasions when police 
called in the department 
to extinguish bush party 
fires.

Students ready to roll... up their sleeves
Schools across region to hold meningitis clinics to protect students

voluntary basis. 
“The reason we are vac-

cinating the group we are 
is that they are the group 
that is most at risk,” said 
Jane Gianfrancesco, 
manager of the immuni-
zation program, who is 
looking for 60 to 70 per 
cent of eligible students 
– some 20,000 of them – to 
get vaccinated. 

The immunization clin-
ics became a possibility 
on Jan. 1, when the Min-
istry of Health and Long-
term Care began funding 
Meningitis C vaccina-
tions. 

“This is really great 
news, because now we’re 
going to be able to pro-
tection young people on 

a very broad basis,” she 
said, noting that people 
who are ineligible for the 
clinics can obtain the 
vaccine – at cost – from 
their family doctor. 

Meningococcal C strain 
is a bacterial illness 
spread through contact 
with saliva. In the body, 
it can affect tissue sur-
rounding the brain, 
causing meningitis, or 
enter the bloodstream 
and induce meningococ-
cemia, a form of blood 
poisoning. 

Gianfrancesco noted 
that only one or two per-
sons out of 100,000 are 
susceptible and actually 
develop the disease. Out-
breaks are rare: the last 

one was in 1997, when 
seven people became ill. 
More than 123,000 people 
were vaccinated at that 
time; Gianfrancesco 
noted, however, that the 
shots were only effective 
for three to five years. 
“The one we’re giving 
now is a new formulated 
vaccine that we believe 
will give life-long immu-
nity, so it’s really worth 
getting.”

“[The disease] is quite 
rare but when it does 
occur, it can be very se-
vere. When you do hear 
about it, it’s usually with 
someone being very ill or 
dying,” she said, noting 
that 10 per cent of infect-
ed persons die from the 

disease. 
She noted their an-

nouncement is not con-
nected to the recent 
death of Patricia Vepari, 
a University of Waterloo 
student who succumbed 
to Meningitis C strain on 
Feb. 4.

“It is a tragic coinci-
dence, but [the clinics] 
has nothing to do with 
the recent death. We’ve 
been working on launch-
ing these clinics since the 
beginning of January.”

At EDSS, principal Gary 
Ayre said they’ve already 
begun getting the word 
out about the Mar. 9 clin-
ic. 

“The Waterloo Health 
Unit has sent us a let-

ter to be sent home to 
parents … and  we’ll be 
promoting it through 
morning announce-
ments,” he said. “We’ve 
been planning this for 
[awhile]. This isn’t a re-
action to anything that’s 
been going on. It’s just 
something [new] that the 
health unit wants to give 
to students.”

He said hopes that stu-
dents will respond, vol-
unteering to take the vac-
cine. 

“I think most students 
will take it … it’s strictly 
voluntary,” he said. “If 
parents read about it, 
maybe they’ll persuade 
their children to get the 
shot.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

More winter 
to come, says 
weather guru

Continued from page 19
about a week for volun-
teers to process the forms 
and return them to clients; 
an electronic – or e-file 
– return is also an option. 

People with complicated 
tax returns – or those who 
make more than the des-
ignated amount – are re-
ferred to commercial tax 
preparers. “[That] depends 
on how complicated the re-
quest is,” said Harloff. 

“We have some people 
that have been back to us 
year after year. I know 
I’ve done one gentleman’s 
tax returns now for about 
15 years. He always comes 
back, we chat and catch 
up.  It’s nice to see him ev-
ery year.”

For more information, 
contact WCS at 669-5139. 

Continued from page 19

Volunteers called upon 
for tax preparation

shot right to the top. 
“I’m obviously very 

happy with the result. 
I was disappointed, be-
cause it was more of a 
team effort and that Jor-
dan (Schmidt) doesn’t 
get to come, too.”

Galloway noted the 
question of human rights 
versus national sover-
eignty may be the topic 
of discussion at April’s 
debate, although he won’t 
know for sure just yet. 

The format for the fi-
nals will be similar to 
the regional qualifiers, 
except that there will be 
two impromptu rounds. 

“I’m just so impressed 
that he’s made the pro-
vincials. I’m very proud 
of him,” said Knapp, 

Gift of gab rewarded
who added that Galloway 
will have to adjust to a 
new level of competition 
… without long-time de-
bating partner Schmidt at 
his side. 

“They’ll be matched up 
with debaters from all 
across Ontario … they’re 
not going to be debating 
with or against anybody 
from this area. Devon has 
debated with Jordan all 
throughout the season 
[and] you develop a bit of a 
rhythm together and you 
know how your partner is 
going to respond. It’s real-
ly new territory for Devon 
[but] he’s really looking 
forward to it.”

At both senior and ju-
nior tournaments, com-
petition was split into 
three rounds – one cross-

examination round, a 
parliamentary-style de-
bate and finally, an im-
promptu competition. 

Knapp reinforced how 
pleased she was in the 
junior’s performance 
– especially of newcom-
ers Neill and Laing. 

“[They] are both in 
Grade 9 and they haven’t 
debated before. Septem-
ber was their first ex-
perience. So they went 
from being neophytes in 
September to winning 
top honours by Febru-
ary,” she said, adding 
that both were invited 
to the provincial com-
petitions at Kitchener 
Collegiate Institution 
on Mar. 5, but will not 
be able to go due to prior 
commitments. 

Continued from page 19

SEEING THROUGH SMOKE, WALLS St. Jacobs fire chief Clare Weber holds up the department’s thermal 
imaging camera. On loan since August, the camera is now township property thanks to fundraising efforts 
that just wrapped up after reaching the target of $17,000.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Visitations by the “Old Hag” generally harmless
Q.  Relaxing in your easy 
chair, you’re suddenly 
gripped by a powerful sense 
of terror without any osten-
sible cause.  Worse, you 
can’t move, as if paralyzed, 
and begin to sense an evil 
presence.  Who or what has 
come to visit?

A.  It’s the “Old Hag,” 
as mentioned in various 
folklores, says Leonard 
George, PhD, in Alterna-
tive Realities. On occa-
sion, the normal bound-
ary between waking and 
sleeping blurs, giving 
rise to strange experi-
ences, perhaps shuffling 
sounds, musty odors, 
and hallucinations. In 
Newfoundlandic lore, 
there is the curious cus-
tom of “hagging” — sup-
posedly if people say the 
Lord’s Prayer backward 
while kneeling and call 
out “Hag, good Hag,” 

their enemy will be vis-
ited by the Old Hag that 
night.

“Sleep paralysis” is 
the modern designa-
tion, where the normal 
paralysis that keeps a 
person from acting out 
dreams intrudes during 
sleep onset or awaken-
ing, says the University 
of Montreal Dream and 
Nightmare Laboratory.  
Fear follows and dream-
like images can erupt.  
Transitions in and out of 
REM (dream) sleep seem 
the cause.  Most of us 
will experience the Old 
Hag at least once.

So when it happens, try 
to move your eyes and 
blink, suggests the Lab.  
Move your tongue or 
wiggle your toes.  This 
may break the logjam.  
Or a noise may do it, or 
the paralysis disappears 

spontaneously, no last-
ing harm done.

Q.  What did the great Albert 
Einstein, not always with 
his “head in the clouds” 
over relativity theory (100 
years old in 2005), know 
about rivers?

A.  He was the first to 
suggest why so many of 
them pursue a winding 
and eventually looping 
course, such as Cleve-
land’s 100-mile horse-
shoe Cuyahoga River 
(American Indian for 
“crooked”), says Simon 
Singh in Fermat’s Enig-
ma. Einstein’s insight:  
Once even a slight curve 
develops, faster currents 

along the outer bank 
will result in more ero-
sion and a sharper bend.  
This will speed the outer 
current even more, and 
so on.  All this bending 
will eventually lead to 
the river doubling back 
on itself, in effect short-
circuiting its course.  
“At last the river will be-
come straighter and the 
loop will be left to one 
side, forming an oxbow 
lake.”

Q.  From a Yuma, Arizona 
reader:  “How exactly does 
a rubber tire wear out?  If 
small bits of rubber flake 
off, why aren’t the free-
ways bordered by berms of 

black debris?”
A.  In fact, they are, 

says University of Ak-
ron professor Alan N. 
Gent.  In one test, the 
wear debris was caught 
in a vacuum cleaner fol-
lowing closely behind 
a car, revealing par-
ticles 10-100 microns in 
size, hardly visible, but 
still black and rubbery.  
These particles usually 
settle alongside the road 
and slowly degrade, dis-
appearing as carbon 
dioxide gas within a 
matter of days or a few 
weeks.  

The rubber itself is 
probably beneficial to 
the soil.

But what about minor 
rubber compound con-
stituents that don’t eas-
ily vaporize, such as 
zinc, which may end up 
as a contaminant?  “It 

is not known at present 
whether this is a serious 
matter or too small a 
concentration to worry 
about.”

By the way, did you know 
that rubber got its name, 
circa 1880, from pencil 
erasers that rubbed the 
paper, with particles 
left behind, says Univ. 
of Akron chemical engi-
neer J. Richard Elliott.  
With tires, the black-
ness comes from carbon 
black, 10-30% by weight; 
otherwise the rubber is 
off-white or even pink, 
like an eraser.  The latest 
technology uses fillers 
of silica — not so black 
— for easier roll and 
greater tear resistance.  
Either way, the small tire 
particles simply join the 
organic roadway runoff 
of oil and gas, “erased” 
from view.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884

February 26 
Woolwich Community Lions Club 2nd Annual “House 
Parties” fundraiser from 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Trinity 
United Church (Arthur St. Elmira). A fun filled event 
with various different “home party” consultants 
such as Partylite, Fantasia, Tupperware, Pampered 
Chef, 5th Avenue Jewellers, Princess House and many 
more. Sit and relax in our tea room and enjoy a cup 
of hot tea or coffee, sandwiches and delicious baked 
goods. All proceeds to our Playground Equipment 
Project at Lions Park in Elmira. 

February 27
Jubilation Chorus; a 50-member male choir will be 
performing at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs 
at 7 pm. Everyone welcome. Free-will offering and 
refreshments. Our church is wheelchair accessible.
Sunday Evening Service 7 p.m. Guest speaker Rev. 
George Sim. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 
685 Highpoint Ave., Waterloo. Free-will offering. 
888-7870.

February 28
Elmira and District Horticultural Society meeting, 7:30 
p.m. at Trinity United Church. Guest speaker Gwynn 
Brundret who will speak on Hosta. All are welcome. 
Refreshments. 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness Register now for the session 
Mar. 15 – May 10. Tues. 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Cost $22.50. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Seniors On The Go Register now for the session starting 
Mar. 24 – May 12.  Thurs. 10:45-11:45 a.m.  Cost $20. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Gentle Moves Register now for the session Mar. 
21 – May 16. Mon. 7 – 8 p.m.  Cost $22. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Better Bones Register now for the session Mar. 
23 – May 11.  Wed. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Cost $22. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Better Bones II (Extra Session) Register now for the 
session Mar.21 – April 11. Mon. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Cost 
$11. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

February 28 (continued)
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics Register 
now for the session Mar. 21 – May 25. Mon., Wed., 
& 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Cost $60.50. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics  Register 
now for the session starting Mar. 22 – May 26. Tues. 
& Thurs. 7 p.m. Cost $55. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794. 

March 3
Coffee House at the YC 7 – 9 p.m. The youth centre 
will once again be transformed into a “Coffee 
House.” Several talented bands & musicians will be 
performing, Hooch, Hush, The Ditchweeds, Long 
Coat Crew and more. Admission $3, all proceeds will 
be donated to the Woolwich Recreation Facility. 
Health Education Session 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Topic 
Back and Sciatic Pain; Common causes, prevention 
and treatment. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

March 4
World Day of Prayer 2005 – 7:30 p.m. at St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S. Elmira. Christians 
around the world will be focusing on the country 
of Poland on this day.  For more information in 
the services being held in this community, please 
contact: Jean Adamson 669-2596.

March 6
“All Era” Sock Hop – 8:30 p.m. – 1 a.m. Doors 
open at 8 p.m., Lions Hall, 40 South St. W. Elmira. 
Cost $10/person – D.J.; late lunch; door prizes; ‘ 
Best Outfit’ prizes. Sponsored by: the Woolwich 
Community Lions Club. 
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 3 & 7 p.m. 
Waterloo’s Kevin Pauls, a contemporary gospel 
music soloist named “religious performer of the 
year,” will perform. Free will offering, everyone 
welcome. 685 Highpoint Ave., Waterloo. 888-
7870.
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family 
room complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $202,900. 
Other semi-detached models starting at $193,900. 
Single family homes starting at $225,900. Quick 
possession available.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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REALESTATE
BUYING OR SELLING: IT’S WHERE YOU WANT TO BE!
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IT’S A GIRL!
Mullen: Dan, Kerry (nee 
Taylor) and big sister Kayla 
are pleased to announce the 
healthy arrival of Kassidy 
Rose on February 14th, 2005, 
weighing 9lbs 6 oz.
We love you so much honey!

The best way to let all your
friends and neighbours know

FAMILYALBUM

This week’s death notices are 
published on page 16

Amy Seiling and
Darran Fischer

Please come out to celebrate
the upcoming marriage of

AMY & DARRAN
SATURDAY MARCH 12, 05

Lion’s Hall, Elmira (8pm - 1am)
D.J. • Prizes • Buffet

Tickets: $10.00 ea.
at the door or contact

Scott Seiling: 746-4544

BIRTH NOTICE STAG & DOE

THANK YOU THANK YOU

THANK YOU to our fam-
ily, relatives and friends 
for the special ways you 
helped us celebrate our 
40th anniversary and 
Lorne’s 60th birthday.

God bless you,
Lorne & Elaine Bowman

I would like to thank 
everyone for helping 
me celebrate my “mile-
stone.” My family and 
many friends made this 
a very special occasion.

Elinor Fulcher-Rau
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