
$1.00

INSIDE
THIS 
WEEK

FEBRUARY 19, 2005 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 1    

HANDY MAN’S HOME GROWS  A $16 million expansion project is underway at the Home Hardware 
distribution centre in St. Jacobs. The project, says chief executive officer Paul Straus (left) and Rob 
Wallace, promotional events manager, is needed to accommodate retail growth this year.
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Weighing the 
consequences

Woolwich 
studies a 
new place 

to visit

Elmira girls unleash 
new business

▼ See LITTLE page 2
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Even in the midst of the February 
blahs, Woolwich has an eye on 
sunnier days ahead: the tourist-
rich summer months. A new pro-

posal from St. Jacobs Country and Mer-
cedes Corp. could see the township set up 
shop in a high-profile site, the better to 
serve visitors.

In any case, a review of the municipal-
ity’s current tourism practices is in the 
offing.

Council had its first taste of the St. Ja-
cobs proposal – involving the so-called 
“yellow house,” a refurbished farm home 
at 844 Weber St. N. – in a Feb. 15 discus-
sion. Following a presentation by St. Ja-
cobs Country’s Jenny Shantz, council 
appointed a committee to investigate the 
option, naming councillors Mark Bau-
man and Ruby Weber to join chief admin-
istrative officer Peter Simmons.

Currently, the township spends some 
$20,000 a year on visitor services an-
chored by the information centre on 
First Street in Elmira. Acknowledging 
the bulk of Woolwich’s tourism centres 
on St. Jacobs, council is to study other 
options.

“I see this as a start of a brainstorm-
ing session where we can decide if the 
Elmira facility is serving our needs, or if 
we need to have two facilities,” said Bau-
man. “We’re putting tax dollars into the 
Elmira facility, and we need to explore 
the possibility of looking at the need for 
St. Jacobs as well.

“The St. Jacobs area is obviously a sig-

St. Jacobs Country proposal 
would see info centre at old 

farmhouse near market

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With more warehouse space, 
a “state-of-the-art” receiv-
ing area and a little more 
office room, the Home 

Hardware distribution centre in St. 

$16 million expansion 
for Home Hardware

Company focus is national expansion for 2005
Jacobs expects to meet the demands 
of an expansive year. Additions to the 
centre totaling $16 million are under-
way and are expected to be complete 
by June, in time to answer the in-
creased requirements of dealerships 
growing in size and number.

▼ See LATEST page 2

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The fight over same-sex mar-
riage may leave the battle-
field littered, but will settle 
nothing – essentially, the war 

is already over, says a Wilfrid Lauri-
er University political scientist.

For Elmira’s David Docherty, the 
decision has already been made in 
the courts. Whether the Civil Mar-
riage Act passes or fails – after bitter, 
take-no-prisoners combat – is largely 
irrelevant to the issue, he said.

“I think the bill will probably pass. 
And even if it doesn’t pass, it doesn’t 
change anything. Same-sex mar-
riages will still be legal in Ontario,” 
he told the Observer, adding that if it 
doesn’t pass, only same-sex couples 
in provinces without legislation 
– New Brunswick, Nunavut, North-
west Territories, Prince Edward Is-
land and Alberta – may be affected. 

WLU political scientist 
expects minimal impact in 
same-sex marriage debate

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN

DO YOU TAKE THIS MAN  Minimal 
political fallout expected as debate starts 
on same-sex marriage legislation. 

Battle lines drawn over 
gay marriage bill ▼ PAGE 15-16
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Fifty-five of the dealer-
owned stores across the 
country have signed 
on to increase their re-

Latest expansion provides more room to grow at Home
tail space this year and 
13 new stores are set to 
open. The St. Jacobs cen-
tre caters to roughly half 
of all Home Hardware 

locations in Canada, 
specifically those in cen-
tral Ontario and western 
Quebec.

“We’re coming off anoth-
er record year of growth 
with $4.2 billion retail 
sales. With the growth 
and the number of [new] 
stores and expansions 
that we’re anticipating 
over the year, we recog-
nize that we need to be 
able to accommodate 
our stores,” explained 
company spokesperson 
Rob Wallace. “Our stores 
have always prided them-
selves on service, and in 
order for them to provide 
the top service we’ve got 
to be able to provide our 
stores with top service.”

In total, the Henry Street 
facility will see a 360,000-
square-foot expansion, 
bringing its size to about 
1.5 million sq. ft. Of that 

new room, the warehouse 
will see 296,800 sq. ft. – 
including the creation of 
22 new shipping/receiv-
ing doors – and 73,200 sq. 
ft. in office space will be 
provided.

With a new receiving 
area and increased ware-
house space – which holds 
more than 60,000 product 
lines – the centre will be 
able to provide a better 
flow of products to its 
dealers, suggested chief 
executive officer Paul 
Straus. The new area is 
expected to increase the 
speed at which products 
can be accepted into the 
warehouse, catalogued, 
sorted and sent out to the 
dealers.

“Our only focus is on 
helping our dealers pro-
vide the services to their 
customers, so getting prod-
uct to the dealers is one of 

our biggest challenges,” 
he told the Observer.

“Most sales at retail at 
not lost because of prices, 
but they’re lost because of 
you don’t have the prod-
ucts. One of the things 
we try to do is try to get 
products to the dealers at 
the best pricing as quick-
ly as we can. This whole 
project is going to help us 
with that.”

“Our dealers will put a 
product order in by 11 p.m. 
tonight, and they’ll have 
that product tomorrow. 
Being able to turn around 
the product that quickly 
requires a flow that allows 
you to bring the product 
in and get it shipped out,” 
added Wallace.

Plans to expand the fa-
cility have been in the 
works for several years. 
During that time, the 
company has continued 

to see sales increase, set-
ting successive record-
high levels.

“The retail landscape in 
Canada is a very competi-
tive industry. … We’ve got 
to continue to do what we 
can to support our dealers 
and make sure that we’ve 
got all the right systems 
and services in place to 
help them provide the 
service and quality prod-
ucts they’re accustomed 
to,” Wallace continued.

“Home Hardware, com-
ing off its 40th anniversary, 
has never been in a better 
position and we look for-
ward to further growth. 
It’s very exciting.”

The company is also in 
the midst of a $10.1 million 
expansion to its Wetaskin-
win, Alberta distribution 
facility, which serves 309 
stores throughout west-
ern Canada.

Continued from cover

nificant visitor attraction 
within Woolwich Town-
ship.”

For Weber, the proposal 
makes sense in that it 
“would have a visitor ser-
vice where, in fact, the 
visitors are.” 

That said, she expressed 
some reservations, not-
ing that potential rev-
enues have to be weighed 
against expenses of tak-
ing on a new project.

“I think all of this is a 
good idea, except that in 
the end it’s going to come 
down to: is it going to be 
cost effective for us?”

In her presentation, 
Shantz noted the build-
ing is situated in the 
heart of the St. Jacobs 
tourist area, explaining 
that some 40,000 people 
visit the St. Jacobs Farm-
ers’ Market each week 
during the peak summer 
months. The high-profile 

visitor centre could serve 
as a springboard to other 
parts of the township and 
wider area.

“Many visitors to the 
township see only the 
St. Jacobs area. While 
we are proud of what St. 
Jacobs offers, there are 
many other parts of the 
region to explore. We be-
lieve that everyone ben-
efits when visitors are in-
formed of the full range 
of things to see and do.”

In evaluating the pro-
posal, the first step will be 
to review the township’s 
visitor strategy, and to 
go through the numbers 
supplied by St. Jacobs 
Country, said Simmons.

“With an opportunity 
like this, it warrants a 
full review of current 
services,” he told the Ob-
server Feb. 16. “We’ll look 
at their numbers … there 
has to be a compelling 
business case here.”

Continued from cover

Township to study new visitor centre option

Even that may be only 
temporary. 

“If this bill is defeated, 
eventually a case will 
make its way to the Su-
preme Court of Canada 
– once that decision is 
made, then it’s a different 
story … then it (legal gay 
unions) will fly across 
the country.”

The greatest casualties 
are likely to occur at the 
political level, where the 
fallout will be largest, 
he suggested. Still, the 
damage could be mini-
mal, not likely upsetting 
Prime Minister Paul 
Martin’s Liberal minor-
ity government despite 
fierce opposition from 
the Conservatives under 
leader Stephen Harper.

“It would be very dif-
ficult, if this vote were 
to fail, for Paul Martin 
to say this doesn’t con-
stitute confidence in his 
government, because he 
has made this a free vote.

“What it might do is en-
courage Harper to press 
his case that there is an-
other piece of legislation 
that affirms Parliament’s 
belief that marriage is 
between a man and a 
woman … and encourage 
some elements within the 
Conservative party to 

press the government to 
use the notwithstanding 
clause,” he said. 

The notwithstanding 
clause would allow Par-
liament to overturn mea-
sures in the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms to 
effectively ban gay mar-
riage. Docherty said he 
doesn’t believe it will be 
used, at least by the cur-
rent government.

Current numbers, how-
ever, show the legislation 
will likely pass through 
the House of Commons, 
though not speedily. 
The Conservatives are 
largely opposed, with the 
NDP and Bloc Quebecois 
in favour. There is some 
dissention in the Liberal 
ranks, but Kitchener-
Conestoga MP Lynn My-
ers said he will be voting 
in favour of the bill.

Most of those who are 
opposed to same-sex 
marriage do so based 
on religious grounds. 
They fear that legal chal-
lenges could emerge for 
those groups who refuse 

to marry gay couples. 
Docherty said he doesn’t 
think so, since forcing 
churches to do so would 
violate Section 2A of 
the Constitution, which 
guarantees freedom of 
religion and conscience. 

“Despite what they 
might think, there’s no 
way that the state is go-
ing to tell churches they 
have to marry individu-
als. The state does do that 
right now,” he said, citing 
the Catholic Church’s re-
fusal to marry divorced 
couples as an example.  

“Why do you think the 
government is going to 
tell the Catholic Church 
to marry two men, when 
they can’t tell the church 
to marry a divorced man 
and woman?”

He also doesn’t think 
this will affect Canada’s 
relationship with the 
United States, which is 
not supportive of same-
sex marriage. 

“I suspect at the end of 
the day it (gay marriage) 
won’t make a larger dif-

ference in terms of trade, 
but in terms of confirm-
ing American views 
that we’re nothing but a 
bunch of dope-smoking 
hippies, I think it makes 
Canada look a little more 
like the Netherlands and 
a little bit less like the 
United States.”

Regardless of how the 
issue is regarded nation-
ally – or internationally 
– gay unions are likely to 
remain unpopular in this 
area.

“There’s more opposi-
tion in rural communi-
ties than in larger urban 
centres, and Elmira prob-
ably fits that pattern. This 
is a very difficult issue 
for some people. It com-
bines the questions of mo-
rality with questions of 
faith and different views 
of what is moral… for 
some, homosexuality is 
immoral, for others, it’s 
discrimination against 
two men who love each 
other,” explained Do-
cherty. “[But] we’ve come 
to terms with a number 
of issues in the past. We 
came to terms with di-
vorce and the question of 
sodomy, and questions of 
abortion. There will al-
ways be issues that will 
question those kinds of 
values.”

Continued from cover

Little lost in same-sex battle

The local bend
on how Woolwich
sees the same-sex 
marriage debate.

See page 15NarrowNarrow
StraightStraight
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Where the boys are
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Elmira man sentenced 
to nearly 5 years for 
beer store robbery

KYLE REA

Kate Doering, 9, takes to the ice just like one of the boys

����������������������

���������������
�������������

������
�����������������
�����������������������

����������������

��������������������������������������

��������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ �������������

����������������������
�������������������

���������������������������������������������������������

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As the Woolwich Minor Atom hock-
ey team hits the ice, one person 
cuts a decidedly different figure 
than the rest of the squad: stand-

ing taller, and with a blonde ponytail peak-
ing out the back of the helmet, that player 
skates circles around the competition and 
played a big role in the local rep teams’ suc-
cess this year. 

That player is nine-year-old Kaitlin “Kate” 
Doering, a St. Jacobs-area girl who has cast 
off stereotypes in order to play rep hockey 
with the boys – and she’s loving every min-
ute of it. 

“It’s fun, but it’s different from the girls 
[hockey], but the boys still treat me good,” 
Kate explained. 

For the last three years, she’s played for 
both the Woolwich Wildcats and Waterloo 
Ravens girls’ rep hockey teams. A hockey 
aficionado, Kate wanted to play at the rep 
level – with no girls’ rep team in Woolwich, 
it was off to join the boys.

Being a girl surrounded by boys isn’t as 
disorienting as you’d think, says her moth-
er, Betty-Ann Doering. “It’s an accepted 

thing now. When she first came out, some 
eyebrows were raised, but there are oth-
er girls that have played with the boys 
in Woolwich, so it’s not the first time by 
any means,” she said. “And they treat her 
like one of the boys. It’s really neat. Last 
year was her first year together [in Atom] 
and the team just gelled so wonderfully. 
Everyone got along really well together 
and that was a huge incentive for her to 
continue on. It was a lot of fun and the 
sense of camaraderie was great as well. 
Just being treated as an equal was a very 
positive experience for her.”

Boys are often considered to be rougher 
hockey players than their female counter-
parts, but Kate’s mother isn’t concerned 
for her daughter. 

“It doesn’t bother me at all. She’s very 
passionate about the game itself. She’s 
able to carry herself well and skate with 
the boys, so its not physically disabling 
for her. As long as she can keep up and do 
the job that she’s requested to do, then I 
have no problem with it.”

Kate’s hockey skills helped propel her 
Minor Atom team to an 18-3-3 record in 
regular season action, and took them to 
the Ontario Minor Hockey Association 

quarterfinals. Her chance to go even higher 
came to an end, however, when the Minor 
Atoms were eliminated in six games after a 
3-0 loss to Oakville Feb. 15. Kate noted, how-
ever, that her season isn’t over: her team will 
still get to play in the Tri-County playoffs. 

Whether still in competition or not, Mi-
nor Atom coach John Kernick places Kate 
in the top five or six players on his team, in 
terms of points. 

“She’s an excellent kid, who works hard 
and mingles with the other kids. She works 
hard at practice and at every game. Her ac-
complishments are great and we’re happy 
to have her with us,” he said. “I hope she 
continues to play as long as she can – there 
are more complications as kids get older.’

One of these complications is that as the 
players grow older, the boys put on more 
weight and begin hitting harder, which 
causes many young ladies to switch to 
girls’ hockey after the age of 10. But Kate 
isn’t licked yet: she said she’ll be back in 
2005-2006 for another season. 

 “I’ll probably play again and see what it’s 
like, but if it’s bad with the hitting, I may 
not play again after next year,” she said. 
“Hitting is [probably] the most challenging 
part.”

An Elmira man who brandished a 
sawed-off shotgun during a Dec. 13 Wa-
terloo Beer Store robbery was sentenced 
to nearly five years in jail last week. A 
Kitchener judge handed Neil Evans, 25, a 
four-year term for robbery with a firearm 
and 10 months for breach of a court or-
der, which prohibited him from possess-
ing a firearm.
He was also sentenced to two years in 

jail for wearing a disguise during the rob-
bery, to be served concurrently with the 
other terms.
Evans pointed the firearm at employees 

and demanded cash before fleeing the 
store. He was wearing a black balacla-
va at the time. A witness recorded the 
licence plate marker of his getaway ve-
hicle and he was later arrested at a Riv-
erside Drive residence in Elmira.

An investigation is underway at Cromp-
ton after a brief flash fire occurred in 
equipment involved in manufacturing 
petroleum additives Feb.7. The 10-
second blaze resulted in no injuries or 
damage and the cause has been linked 
to mixing vapours and catalyst mate-
rial, which reacted when venting was 
attempted. Crompton and the Ministry 
of the Environment are investigating; 
the company said while production of 
the additive has resumed, the affected 
equipment will not be restarted until the 
problem has been addressed.

Crompton investigates 
Feb. 7 flash fire

Three weeks after a pickup truck fled 
from police in Elmira and was found 
abandoned in a ditch, a 17-year-old Glen 
Allan boy turned himself in to police. 
On Jan. 22, police attempted to stop 

a Mazda pickup truck on Whippoorwill 
Drive after receiving a driving complaint. 
The driver, however, refused to stop and 
fled through a red light. Poor weather 
conditions led police to call of their 
short-lived pursuit.
The suspect truck was later found in a 

ditch on Wellington County Road  12, 
near Glen Allan, with the engine running 
and lights on.
At the suggestion of a lawyer, the boy 

turned himself over to police at Elmira’s 
3A division Monday (Feb. 14). He was 
charged with ‘dangerous driving’ and 
‘fail to stop for police when directed’ 
under the Criminal Code. Four Highway 
Traffic Act violations were also filed; 
‘willful escape by flight,’ ‘red light, fail to 
stop,’ ‘careless driving’ and ‘fail to stop 
for police.’

Glen Allan boy 
turns himself in, 
faces six charges

Motorists along Gerber Road may 
soon have to take it easier on the gas 
peddle. Tuesday morning (Feb. 15) 
the region’s planning and works com-
mittee approved a 10 km/h reduction 
in the speed limit for a 1.6-kilome-
tre section near Moser Young Road.  
If ultimately approved by regional coun-
cil this week, the speed reduction - from 
70 km/h to 60 km/h - would be imple-
mented for a one-year test period. The 
committee-approved motion would also 
see a review of site lines and the need 
for shoulder improvements along Ger-
ber Road undertaken during next year’s 
scheduled repaving of that area.

Speed limit may soon 
change on Gerber Rd.

FOR THE LOVE OF HOCKEY Kate Doering, 9, of St. Jacobs not only competes on the boys’ rep team, she’s one of the stars of the Woolwich Minor Atom squad.
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Looks like you finally found that good reason.
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Every year, thousands of Ontarians stop smoking. 

For themselves. For their families. For life. 

You can too. So set your quit date. And for help, 

call Smokers’ Helpline: 1-877-513-5333.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Regional ownership 
of Wellesley and 
North Dumfries 

water systems moved 
closer to completion this 
week, as both Woolwich 
and Wellesley councils 
approved the transfer. 
If ultimately approved 
by a triple-majority of 
member municipalities, 
Waterloo Region would 
assume ownership of 
Wellesley’s wastewater 
system as well as water 
and wastewater systems 
in North Dumfries.

“We anticipate that, 
both in Wellesley and 
North Dumfries, custom-
ers will see no changes in 
the quality of their water 
service and their waste-
water collection service. 
The systems will be op-
erated in compliance 
with regulations, which 
was a particular con-
cern in North Dumfries,” 
Thomas Schmidt, the 
region’s commissioner of 
transportation and envi-
ronmental services, told 
Wellesley council Tues-
day (Feb. 15).

The region assumed 
ownership of Wellesley’s 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Boom time has 
translated into 
boon time for Wool-

wich’s cash reserves. 
The township’s invest-

ment holdings jumped 25 
per cent last year, thanks 
in large part to develop-
ment charges linked to 
an extraordinary year 
of new construction. In a 
report to council Feb. 15, 
director of finance Dan 
Chapman said the book 
value of total invest-
ments – including cash 
holdings, guaranteed 
investment certificates 
(GICs) and bonds – stood 
at $11 million at the end 
of 2004, up $2.2 million 
from the $8.8 million re-
corded at the close of the 
previous year.

More than a quarter of 
the gains, some $600,000, 
came from increases in 
development charges, 
collected every time 
new construction goes 
ahead in the township – 

water system in Janu-
ary 2002, at the request of 
township council. Since 
then, the region has also 
been operating the waste-
water collection system 
– ownership couldn’t be 
moved under legislation 
of the time.

Last summer, the region 
also assumed operation 
of the North Dumfries 
systems.

Under the triple-majority 
requirement, approval by 
a majority of the region’s 
seven member-municipal-
ities is needed, and that 
approval must come from 
municipalities making up 
at least 50 per cent of the 
region’s population.

Kitchener and North 
Dumfries have also 
signed off on the pro-
posal. Cambridge has de-
ferred the issue for future 
discussion, while Water-
loo and Wilmot councils 
are slated to address the 
issue early next month.

In January, regional 
council gave first and sec-
ond reading to a bylaw to 
accept the system trans-
fers, however the third 
and final reading has 
been deferred until the 
lower-tier municipalities 
are on side.

If enough approval is 
granted, Schmidt noted 
regional council would 
likely give the bylaw 
third reading on Mar. 23 
with an official transfer 
date of Mar. 31.

Responding to a question 
from Mayor Ross Kelter-
born, Schmidt explained 
revenues and reserves for 
the Wellesley and North 
Dumfries systems will be 
kept separate, at least in 
the interim.

“At this point they’re 
separate. It’s fair for me 
to say that at some point 
we would like to see that 
same water rate in both 
municipalities, but we re-
alize there’s questions of 
equity,” the commission-
er said. “To do that, we 
would have to be in a situ-
ation where it was equita-
ble on a rate and reserve 
fund basis. There would 
be no intent that one sub-
sidizes the other.”

This year, the Wellesley 
water rate is 87 cents per 
cubic metre; 13 cents less 
than in North Dumfries. 
On the wastewater collec-
tion side, Wellesley resi-
dents are paying 90 cents 
per cubic metre, a dime 
less than North Dumfries 
residents.

Region to assume water and wastewater systems

Townships approve 
system transfers

Boom time 
a boon for 
Woolwich

Township’s investment 
holdings rise by 25% in 2004 

on strength of growth
2004 was a banner year, 
with building permits 
and construction value 
more than double that 
of 2003.

Further improvements 
came courtesy of a de-
cision to diversify the 
township’s portfolio, in-
vesting in some longer-
term projects.

“We’ve seen higher re-
turns. This (diversifica-
tion) has required more 
attention … we have to 
watch for attractive new 
offerings. But there has 
been a payoff for it, ab-
solutely,” Chapman said 
Feb. 16.

Also contributing to 
the brighter picture 
was $700,000 in surplus 
funds. Some $345,000 in 
additional building per-
mit revenue, $200,000 
in unbudgeted interest 
payments from Water-
loo North Hydro and 
$120,000 in full GST re-
bates offered up by the 
federal government con-
tributed to the large re-
mainder from 2004.

Seniors and people with mobil-
ity issues will remain the focus 
for Kiwanis Transit. On Monday 
(Feb. 14), the Kiwanis Transit 
board of directors voted to deny 
a request from Wellesley coun-
cil to expand its ridership crite-
ria to provide rides to and from 
medical services for all residents.  
“We’re maxed out. We’re han-
dling what we can handle here,” 
explained Cheryl Fisher, tran-
sit manager for Kiwanis Tran-
sit. “At this point, the status 
quo is what we’re looking at.”  
Wellesley council made the re-
quest in November - soon after 
learning the Woolwich Communi-
ty Health Centre was approved to 
open a satellite office in Wellesley 
Village. A motion from regional 
council would be needed to ap-
prove the request.

Kiwanis Transit 
nixes expansion

Nowak concedes 
on gas tax issues

The rules were followed when 
the province passed on gas tax 
money to Waterloo Region rather 
than Wellesley Township, Coun. 
Joe Nowak conceded this week. 
During Tuesday’s council meet-
ing, Nowak said previous sugges-
tions to the contrary were based 
on a difference of interpretation.  
On two separate occasions since 
the provincial money disburse-
ment was announced last fall, 
Nowak has insisted the province’s 
eligibility criteria requires the re-
gion to get the township’s permis-
sion to accept its share of the gas 
tax cash, funds that were dedi-
cated to transit improvements.  
Because the region provides 
transit services for the township, 
in the form of Kiwanis Transit, 
a letter of agreement between 
the two government bodies is 
required, based on Nowak’s 
reading of the rules. However, 
such a letter is only required in 
situations involving two equally-
tiered bodies, he now says.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Few people object to 
their rates going 
down. In fact, no 

one did Feb. 15 as Wool-
wich council hosted a 
public meeting to discuss 
changes to the township’s 
water and wastewater 
rates bylaw.

With no additional pub-
lic input, council is ex-
pected to approve a slight 
decrease – amounting to 
some $35 a year for the 
average customer – when 
it formally adopts the by-
law next Tuesday night.

Director of finance Dan 
Chapman said the chang-
es would reduce water 
rates by approximately 
15 per cent, to $1 per cu-
bic metre from $1.18 in 
2004. The move essential-
ly eliminates the 18-cent 
surcharge added last year 
to cover a $210,000 deficit 
left over from 2003.

The decrease would see 
water-only customers 
– those homes drawing 
municipal water, but us-
ing private septic systems 
– save some $45 a year.

The water rate is still 
up substantially from 
the $0.77 per cubic metre 
charged in 2003.

For residents on full 
municipal services, 
the drop in water rates 
would be offset slightly 
by a proposed increase in 
the wastewater rate, 4.1 
per cent to $1.20 per cubic 
metre from the existing 
rate of $1.16. The overall 
savings would be about 
$35 this year.

If approved next week, 
the new rates would 
come into effect Mar. 1, 
Chapman noted. The low-
er charges would begin 
showing up on bi-month-
ly bills sent out after that 
date.

No 
objections 
to water 
rate drop

Quick public 
meeting paves 
way for new 

bylaw Feb. 22

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A trio of Kitchener-
area boys driving 
a stolen car were 

boxed in and arrested by 
police Feb. 13, soon after 
a hit-and-run collision 
with a parked car at a 
Flamingo Drive address 
in Elmira.

At 9:29 a.m., a witness 
reported seeing a purple 

A dozen charges laid after hit-and-run
Police box in suspect vehicle, arrest three Kitchener-area youths

Chrysler Neon collide 
with a parked car. The 
occupants got out and 
inspected the damage 
before switching drivers 
and fleeing the scene. Not 
long afterward, an officer 
running radar in an un-
marked car located the 
suspect vehicle heading 
south on Arthur Street.

“He (officer) alerted the 
patrol officers and they 
arranged for a secure 
traffic stop. At Arthur and 
Sawmill they boxed them 

in and the vehicle was 
immediately stopped,” 
explained Waterloo Re-
gional Police Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel of Elmira’s 3A 
division. “The unmarked 
[cruiser] stopped in front 
of them for the traffic 
light and the marked 
[cruiser] came directly 
in behind them.”

Upon investigation, po-
lice learned the vehicle 
was stolen from an Al-
len Street residence in 
Waterloo sometime over-

night. The registered 
owner only discovered 
the vehicle missing from 
her parking lot when con-
tacted by police.

All three occupants 
– of no fixed address but 
known to the Kitchener-
area – of the vehicle were 
charged, though their of-
fences ranged. A 19-year-
old man, who was driving 
when police stopped the 
vehicle, was charged with 
‘drive under suspension’ 
and ‘possession of stolen 

property under $5,000.’
A 15-year-old boy was 

charged with breach of a 
probation order – he was 
not to be in contact with 
known criminals – and 
‘being the occupant of a 
motor vehicle knowing 
it was taken without the 
owner’s consent.’

The bulk of the charges 
were laid against a 17-
year-old boy believed to 
be behind the wheel at 
the time of the collision. 
He was charged with 

‘theft of a motor vehicle,’ 
‘possession of stolen 
property under $5,000,’ 
‘fail to remain at the 
scene of an accident,’ and 
‘operate motor vehicle, 
no licence.’

Additional charges 
include ‘possession of 
break-and-enter tools’ 
and three probation vio-
lations: failure to keep 
the peace, associating 
with known criminals 
and violation of a resi-
dency term.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley council 
was paid $45,895 
for it’s time last 

year, and reimbursed for 
$3,745 in out-of-pocket ex-
penses. The figures were 
released in a report to 
council Tuesday evening 
(Feb. 15), as required by 
the Ontario Municipal 
Act.

As mayor, Ross Kelter-
born was the top earner 
around the council table. 
He received $10,000 in re-
muneration – a reduced 
level he set after being 
elected into office – col-
lected $2,200 in mileage 
and was reimbursed for 
$142 in expenses.

The four councillors 
were each paid $8,973, in 
addition to $800 for mile-
age. In October, however, 
Coun. Ron Hackett donat-
ed $1,000 of his council-
lor’s pay to the Hawkes-
ville Community Centre 

Wellesley councillors collected $55,000 in 2004
Bulk of expenses relate to participation in good roads conference

roof project.
While salary and mile-

age payments were equal 
among the councillors, 
reimbursement of ex-
penses ranged from $490 
for Hackett to $1,065 for 
Joe Nowak and Jeff Wilk-
er. While Wilker was offi-
cially listed in the report 
as receiving $1,265 for ex-
penses, he later told the 
Observer the amount is 
incorrect and has asked 
township staff to review 
their records. The cor-
rect amount, he suggest-
ed is $1,065.

The bulk of expenses 
for Nowak, Wilker and 
Dusan Cizman – whose 
expense payments to-
taled $820 – are related 
to their participation in 
last year’s Ontario Good 
Roads Association con-
ference in Toronto, which 
offers educational work-
shops and an opportunity 
to speak one-on-one with 
provincial officials. The 
three paid to cover the 

conference entrance fee, 
transportation, parking 
and overnight lodgings.

Cizman’s conference 
expenses were somewhat 
less than his colleagues, 
he explained, because he 
took a train rather than 
driving, saving money 

on mileage – considered 
an expense when travel-
ling outside the township 
– and parking. 

“I took the train down 
because it’s the most eco-
nomical,” he said. 

Also detailed in the re-
port is $1,155 for stipends 

and $605 in expenses col-
lectively paid to the four 
members of the Commit-
tee of Adjustment, as 
well as $560 in total re-
muneration for the seven 
Wellesley Township Rec-
reation Committee mem-
bers.
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He simply asked if that was the lady that spends 
our tax dollars, which is entirely valid.

Dan Patfield, whose 15-year-old son Jeremy was 
suspended for questionning the role of Governor General 
Adrienne Clarkson, reacts to the decision.

» True priorities
A poll released this week shows Ca-
nadians think fighting world hunger 
is a much larger priority than the so-
called war on terror. We also think the 
world is a more dangerous place than 
five years ago. Perhaps the U.S.-led 
activities tie these issues together. 

» Punished for the truth
A 15-year-old Toronto student and 
his schoolmates were asked to leave 
Rideau Hall after he made comments 
about the spending habits of Gover-
nor General Adrienne Clarkson. Add-
ing to the lunacy, he was also sus-
pended from school for three days.

» NHL shows its true colours
Despite last-minute concessions that 
brought players and owners much 
closer together, the NHL this week 
cancelled the season five months into 
its lockout. The move is a blacke eye 
for the sport, and an insult to the only 
people who matter: the fans.

Have-not provinces invadin’ my wallet
���������
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���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Debate a smokescreen

Lord knows I ain’t got 
much use for that 
McGuinty fella – nor 

Liberals, for that matter – 
but he’s on the right track 
in complainin’ about that 
deal with Newfoundland. 
It’s pretty clear Ontario 
is gettin’ the raw end of 
things.

If folks here is puttin’ out 
$23 billion more to the feds 
than they is gettin’ back, 
then there’s plenty to be 
steamed about. I ain’t get-
tin’ much for all the tax 
dollars that’s been taken 
from me – and that ain’t 
even talkin’ about all the 
stealin’ and graftin’ goin’ 
on with Liberals in Ottawa 
– but me and folks in these 
parts could sure make 
better use of them dollars 
than sendin’ ‘em off to oth-
er parts of the country.

Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m all for Canada. But I 
don’t see why we gotta go 
on payin’ and payin’ and 
payin’ forever because 
folks elsewhere can’t get 
their own house in order. 
I know more and more of 
some types of people is on 
the dole, but where I come 
from, a man who can’t 
look after himself – keep 
a roof over the head of 
the wife and kids, pay his 
own way – ain’t no man at 
all. He’s a bum. 

Fact is, most of the 
provinces are a so-called 
have-not, meanin’ most 
of ‘em gotta pick up their 
socks. And they ought to 
do it without my money, 
please and thank you.

LEFTIE MEANS THIEVIN’ 
FROM THE PUBLIC PURSE
Now, a lot of lefties 

wouldn’t go agreein’ with 
the notion that folks is re-
sponsible for themselves. 
They is always lookin’ 
for the government hand-
out, meanin’ they want 
to steal from my wallet 
rather than gettin’ a job 
and doin’ for themselves.

Bein’ a lefty goes hand-
in-glove with stealin’ 
from out wallets and ma-
kin’ dumbass rules for 
everybody else. That’s as 
clear as the day is long. 
That’s why it ain’t no sur-
prise when one of them 
types goes callin’ for 
more government spend-
in’ – you can see it comin’ 
a mile away. 

It was right on cue, then, 
when that Bob Rae – who 
damn near bankrupted 
the province, makin’ us 
one of them have-nots 

– came out with a report 
sayin’ the government 
needs to put billions 
more into the schools. I 
wonder how many mil-
lions them “experts” 
spent comin’ up with that 
result? When was the 
last time you ever heard 
one of them commissions 
comin’ back and sayin’ 
“why don’t you spend less 
money … better yet, why 
don’t you just cut this 
useless social program 
altogether”? It just don’t 
happen, especially when 
you send a lefty to do a 
man’s job.

I figure we just need one 
report for every one of 
them so-called studies: 
spend more money that 
ain’t yours, say the system 
is biased against what-
ever group, and blame the 
hardworkin’ majority for 
everything while pickin’ 
their wallets dry.

That advice oughtta be 
worth them sendin’ me 
back a few dollars.

NO EQUALITY FOR MEN 
WHEN IT COMES TO V-DAY
I see every year how all 

them feminist types – in-

cludin’ some fellas with-
out the proper manlies – is 
happy to put aside all the 
talk about equality when 
it comes to Valentine’s 
Day, a “holiday” made up 
by folks lookin’ to relieve 
you of your money, just 
like the government.

Anyways, I notice how 
it’s always supposed to be 
about the fella goin’ and 
buyin’ things for the la-
dies, like it’s supposed to 
be a one-way street. And 
like you ain’t supportin’ 
‘em and givin’ ‘em things 
all year long, without 
much of a return on that 
department. The wife 
ain’t no exception – there 
she was again this week 
lookin’ for somethin’ 
that’s supposed to say I 
care, like all them years 
of marriage don’t count 
for nothin’.

The wife ain’t too bad 
– she’s learned a thing or 
two over the years – but 
I seen some things with 
other fellas I know. 

It’s bad enough that a fel-
la is supposed to shell out 
for flowers and candy and 
such, but you got some 
of ‘em lookin’ for jewelry 
and other expensive stuff 
just because. And if you 
don’t, there’s the hell 
to pay. Don’t sound like 
equal to me.

From the media coverage – this week’s Observer 
being no exception – one might assume the issue 
of same-sex marriage was the country’s most 

pressing concern. A volatile and divisive topic, it’s 
naturally getting a great deal of public response, but 
only because the federal government has chosen to 
run that particular flag up its pole.

For or against gay unions, Canadians would prob-
ably rank the issue fairly low on any priority list they 
would make for the Liberals. Prime Minister Paul 
Martin, on the other hand, has different ideas. Wheth-
er it’s to draw attention from the still-festering spon-
sorship scandal, or to cover his complete lack of ideas  
remains unclear.

Either way, it does nothing for Martin’s image as a 
ditherer – the man who clawed his way to power and, 
having reached his goal, didn’t know what to do with 
it. As political scientist David Docherty notes in this 
week’s issue, same-sex marriage is likely a moot issue 
for Parliament, the courts having already made the 
decision. Let us be perfectly clear: it’s time for Martin 
to put the toys away and get down to business.

No more ‘one for all’

We’re seeing an increasingly strident Dalton 
McGuinty – well, outspoken for him, anyway 
– in the wake of a sweetheart deal offered to 
Newfoundland by the federal government. In 

essence, the Ontario premier is now looking for a bigger 
slice of the pie – the province is not being greedy, he 
says, just looking for its rightful share.

If you go by the provincial numbers, McGuinty’s is a 
compelling argument: Ontario pays out some $23 bil-
lion more to the federal government than it receives in 
services and transfers. This province’s deficit woes stem 
directly from reduced payments from Ottawa as the larg-
est financial hole – health care, a provincial jurisdiction 
– continues to get deeper and deeper, he argues.

The federal government enjoys a massive surplus on 
the back of Ontarians, and we want our money back 
– at least $5 billion this year, the premier declared this 
week.

We can expect to see many more of these arguments 
as a result of Paul Martin’s deal with Newfoundland 
Premier Danny Williams; breaking with established 
policy, Martin is allowing that province, along with 
Nova Scotia, to keep 100 per cent of its oil revenues 
without clawing back any of the equalization payments 
it receives. Without more than $2 billion a year on the 
books, Newfoundland will still qualify as a major have-
not province, earning a large cheque from the federal 
government each year.

The fallout from Martin’s decision threatens the very 
basis of equalization – only Ontario, Alberta and Brit-
ish Columbia habitually contribute to the ‘have’ col-
umn. The deal with Newfoundland could set off a round 
of “me first” demands, straining both interprovincial 
relations and the confederation.

Based on population alone, McGuinty says, Ontario 
deserves the lion’s share of the federal surplus: 40 per 
cent, or $5 billion.

Locally, the slice-of-the-pie mentality has been at 
work in discussions about gas tax payments to mu-
nicipalities. Ironically, the provincial rebate was ear-
marked for transit, benefiting some parts of Waterloo 
Region but shutting out Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships. Debates are still underway about how the larger 
federal government gas tax money will be divvied up, 
whether there will be a benefit to all or whether, like 
Martin’s Newfoundland deal, some areas will be more 
equal than others.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Do you support same-sex 
marriage legislation?”

Charles
Arndt

“No — it’s 
against my 
Christian be-
liefs.”

Geoff
Caroll

“Yes I do. I feel 
that all people 
in this country 
have rights.” 

Jake
Klassen

“I don’t sup-
port it. I think 
it’s ridiculous.”

Sean
Montgomery

“I don’t support 
it, but to each 
their own.”

��������

������������������

�������������������
��������������������

A little fun in the sun nets solution for Mr. Dithers

QUEER EYE FOR THE WOOLWICH GUY. 
THE FAB 5 STEP IN TO TRY AND HELP SMOOTH RELATIONS WITH THE CHURCH.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

People stopped caring 
about hockey long ago

▼ See NHL page 8

We know you have opinions ... and we want to hear them. Be heard ... write a letter!

CU E R N A V A C A , 
Mexico—Hernan-
do Cortes, the Span-

ish explorer, announced 
at age 19: “I have come to 
get gold, not to plough the 
field like a peasant.” 

His fleet of 11 ships 
crossed the Atlantic, fol-
lowing Christopher Co-
lumbus who, as we know, 
discovered the Caribbean 
islands in 1492. Having 
conquered Cuba, Cortes 
reached the shores of 
Mexico, then the capital 
of the Western World, 
with 400 men and 17 hors-
es. It was Nov. 8, 1519. He 
was just 24 years of age.

He encountered Mont-
ezuma, the Aztec king, 
in Mexico City and took 
him hostage. Montezuma 
was dead within a year. 
Cortes’s forces killed 
some 15,000 native Indi-
ans in their sweep across 
the length of Mexico in 
search of that gold.

He settled on Cuernava-
ca for his palace. It is now 
a museum, filled with 
stunning murals – re-

venge is the best dessert 
– by Mexico’s finest art-
ists throughout history.

This city, just over one 
million, is an hour or so 
outside the 23 million of 
Mexico City in the moun-
tains leading down to 
Acapulco on the Pacific 
shore. It is 80 degrees all 
year round, the perfect 
spot beside the pool to 
ponder the strange poli-
tics of our NAFTA part-
ner.

The most intrigu-
ing portion is that the 
country had been ruled 
until 2000 by one party, 
somewhat like our dear 
Liberals, for 70 consecu-
tive years. Even better, 
the above-named party, 
the PRI, stands for the 
“People’s Revolution-
ary” gang. Hello there, 
Paul Martin.

Even better, the Mexi-
can constitution, thanks 
to the PRI, allows each 
president only one six-
year term. With the ex-
pected result that there 
hasn’t been a president 

until now who has left 
office without being a 
millionaire. The last 
one, his brother being 
charged with graft, went 
into exile in Europe and 
Ireland for six years be-
fore returning home.

(Perhaps that would be 
a good solution for our 
present Mr. Dithers, who 
wouldn’t need the money 
anyway?)
AND ANOTHER 

THING: The hope may 
be in such as Gabriel Pa-
dilla Maya, an idealistic 
young civil servant who 
thinks the whole prob-
lem of Mexico is a gen-
erational one.  

Everyone – including 
Washington and Otta-
wa – is disappointed in 
the performance of the 
much-acclaimed Vin-
cente Fox, the guy who 
ended that 70-year rule 

of the PRI. Why couldn’t 
a political neophyte who 
ran Coca-Cola Mexico 
learn how to run Mexi-
co?

One of the answers 
came last week when 
the chap in charge of his 
travel itinerary was ar-
rested because he was 
leaking the details of 
Fox’s travels to the drug 
lords. Those would be 
the same lovely char-
acters who, in the 1984 
presidential election 
campaign, assassinated 
the favorite in Tijuana.

Gabriel, a handsome 34-
year-old who has been in 
government work since 
he was 25, was a key fig-
ure in the formation of 
a national union of stu-
dents who after that kill-
ing demanded change. 
They formed 23 councils, 
numbering 3,000 univer-

sity students, who set 
out to reform the system 
that kills presidential 
candidates and bribes 
even members of the 
reigning power.

The disappointing Coke 
president has been hurt 
– if not destroyed – by an 
underground weapon, 
just as John Kerry was 
sandbagged. A wife, 
beautiful and bright, 
who talked too much, 
cutting the knees off of 
the real candidate.

Gabriel’s dream? A new 
constitution. And how 
will that happen? Will 
he desert the safety of 
the civil service to actu-
ally stand for office? He 
grins. It requires “more 
stomach.” And he thinks 
he’s got it. And future 
president? “Why not?”
AND A FINAL 

THING: While we are 
beside the pool comes 
the dreary news out of 
the Brit soap opera. An 
aging prince past his 
prime is finally going to 
make an honest woman 

out of his mistress.
What is most enrag-

ing, to any sensible Ca-
nadian, is that this in 
the news accounts is re-
ferred to as the “future 
King of Canada.” Can 
anyone wake up? We 
want this wimp adorn-
ing our currency?

We laugh at the Mexican 
loose grasp of democra-
cy. And yet we abide the 
nonsense of this adul-
terer, after some decades 
with a mistress that 
he dare not call queen, 
still being our “head of 
state.” That we put up 
with the façade of hav-
ing someone who lives 
in a large castle across 
a large ocean being the 
titular figure in charge 
of Canada – some con-
venient patsy in Rideau 
Hall opening hospitals 
and kissing children in 
his name.

No wonder no one takes 
us seriously anymore – 
Washington most of all. 
When will this country 
grow up? 

To the Editor,
Canadians answered 

the call in a recent poll 
showing 77 per cent of Ca-
nucks couldn’t care less 
whether the NHL rises 
from the ashes.

To pretend that hockey 
is still our national sport 
is to mock history and 
our common sense. Any 
devotion we had was 
born of nostalgia when 
Saturday night meant 
ears glued to the radio 
as the inimitable Foster 
Hewitt lived the play-by-
play, often a fiction as 
he got game updates by 
phone from out of town 
and called the game from 
the Toronto studio.

The players were prac-
tically without excep-
tion homegrown, raised 

in small-town Canada, 
putting Floral, Timmins 
and Simcoe on the map. 
They could have done 
just about as well slug-
ging lumber at the local 
yard for all they were 
paid. Money was never 
an issue as we all knew 
they did it for the love of 
the game, goalies going 
into battle bare-faced 
like Cheevers whose face 
resembled the product of 
a sewing class. 

And don’t forget Bobby 
Baun, the warrior, who 
anchored the defence in 
the playoffs with a bum 
leg.

The product was undi-
luted as the crème de la 
crème rose to the top, a 
half dozen teams stocked 
with a hundred of the best 
there was. A measure of 
their excellence and the 
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Romanow still believes that 
public health care can be saved

In the two years 
since Roy Romanow 
wrapped up his work 

with The Royal Com-
mission on the Future of 
Health Care in Canada, 
the headlines have been 
taken over by issues such 
as same-sex marriage 
and missile defence. That 
doesn’t mean, said the 
former Saskatchewan pre-
mier in an interview earli-
er this week, that “health 
care has fallen off the pub-
lic agenda. Every poll I’ve 
looked at indicates that 
health care remains a top 
priority for Canadians.” 

Interest may have cooled 
somewhat since last Sep-
tember (when the Health 
Care Accord was signed, 
delivering $41 billion to 
the provinces over 10 years 
and setting out objectives 
for reform), because “the 
public may believe that 
governments need to be 
given time to implement 
these reforms.”

When asked whether he 
had confidence that most 
or all of his recommen-
dations will eventually 
be implemented, he an-
swered with a half-joking 
“definitely maybe.” 

While it’s true that action 
has been taken on only a 
few of the commission’s 
47 recommendations, “I 
think it’s good news that 
the funding question has 
been dealt with. Because 
Ottawa is now returning 
to its traditional share 
of health care funding, 
money should no longer 
be an excuse for inaction. 
As well, it’s important 
that the goals for reform 
are set out and the accord 
is signed, even if it’s going 

to take some time to imple-
ment those goals.”

On a more worrisome 
note, Romanow indicated 
that, “I don’t think the 
goals are specific and 
measurable enough. The 
accountability is really 
lacking. In addition, I have 
some difficulty with the 
fact that the health coun-
cil was not established in 
the form that was recom-
mended, and that Alberta 
and Quebec are not par-
ticipating. As well, the 
conditions that should be 
attached to the new money 
are not there. I argued in 
my report that new money 
has to buy change to meet 
the goals (for reform-
ing the system). Without 
conditions, pouring new 
money into health care is 
like spilling ink on an ink 
blotter. It’ll just be soaked 
up by the system and the 
system will keep demand-
ing more.”

During his work with the 
commission, Romanow 
openly challenged advo-
cates of private health 
care to make their case. 
No one came forward 
to make that case at the 
time and, he notes, “I’m 
still waiting.” Romanow 
cautions that “there have 
always been those in Can-
ada who were opposed to 
medicare… and that’s not 
likely to change.”

When he released his 
final report in November 
2002, Romanow recalled 
that “40 years ago, when 

visionary men and wom-
en came together to create 
medicare, we had private 
medicine in Canada. You 
paid out of pocket to re-
ceive medical services if 
you could afford them, or 
relied on the dole if you 
couldn’t. If you needed an 
operation, you cashed in 
your savings, mortgaged 
your home or sold your 
farm so you could pay, or 
you simply did without. If 
you had the resources or 
good fortune, you were 
able to pay your way to 
the front of the line; if you 
didn’t, you waited and 
prayed for the best. Many 
of the so-called ‘new solu-
tions’ being proposed for 
health care – pay-as-you-
go, user and facility fees, 
fast-track treatment for 
the lucky few, and wait-
lists for everyone else 
– are not new at all. We’ve 
been there. They are old 
solutions that didn’t work 
then, and were discarded 
for that reason. And the 
preponderance of evi-
dence is that they will not 
work today.”

Instead of continuing 
with the rush to privatiza-
tion, “what needs to hap-
pen is that the existing 
provisions of the Canada 
Health Act must be en-
forced by either the feder-
al government or the new 
health council. … It will 
require leadership, and a 
commitment to medicare 
and to Canada.” 

Remember, says Ro-
manow, “We’re not just 
trying to save health care. 
We’re trying to build a na-
tion.”

Fortunately, Canadians 
seem to be looking for 
that leadership. Romanow 
agrees that Tommy Doug-
las’ recent selection as 
CBC Television’s ‘The 
Greatest Canadian’ is “a 
strong sign that Canadi-
ans value public health 
care, but also a sign that 
they are hungry for the 
sort of leadership that he 
provided. … I am very 

confident that Canadians 
see health care as a public 
good. In our time of great-
est need, we count on each 
other for assistance.” 

Romanow cites the book 
Fire and Ice, in which 
pollster Michael Adams 
documents the differences 
between Canadians and 
Americans, to bolster his 
claim. “Adams found that 
Canadians deeply valued 
public health care as a 
fundamental part of being 
Canadian.

“Our one common de-
nominator as Canadians 
is that our health matters 
to us,” says Romanow. 
“We’ve chosen to orga-
nize our society to ensure 
that health care is equally 
available to all Canadians. 
That spark of Canadian 
values needs to be fanned, 
and that won’t happen if 
all we do is pour money 
into the system. After 10 
years of underfunding 
the problems of the health 
care system are not go-
ing to be solved only with 
money and they’re not go-
ing to be solved overnight. 
We’re going to need to 
watch this file for a long 
time.”  (Incidentally, Ro-
manow readily accepts his 
share of blame for that un-
derfunding. “We pushed 
some of these costs out 
of our own budgets, and 
onto the residents of the 
provinces. It was, in other 
words, a false economy,” 
he admitted in 2002.)

“Medicare didn’t fall 
from Mars. Men and wom-
en who believed in it made 
sure that it happened. I 
saw during the commis-
sion’s hearings that that 
strong band of support is 
still out there. There were 
over 30 million hits on 
our Web site. We received 
thousands of submissions. 
Our hearings would start 
first thing in the morning 
and often continue well 
into the evening. Canadi-
ans demonstrated their 
commitment to preserv-
ing medicare and that 
commitment is still there. 
… They want their govern-
ments to work together to 
make medicare better, not 
fight over it!” 

lack of it today echoes 
across the stands with 
names like Hull, Howe, 
Beliveau, Bathgate and 
Richard resting comfort-
ably in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. The slapshot of Ber-
nie Geoffrion, the skating 
and stickhandling of the 
Canadiens and Rangers, 
and the brilliant glove of 
Terry Sawchuk – those 
are gone forever, replaced 
by clutch and grab, shoot 
it in and chase it and the 
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NHL hardly matters 
at this point, anyway

intent to injure; Gordie’s 
rearranging of Lou’s nose 
hardly qualifies.

The sport once known 
as hockey evolved into a 
greedy monster, a busi-
ness fed by so-called fans, 
unwitting victims of hab-
it, believing the players 
had every right to live as 
kings.

Bob Goodenow and Gary 
Bettman insult our better 
judgment by suggesting 
by their actions that this 
strike matters.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

Continued from page 7
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Hard to keep the booming pace Boosting awareness garners award How do you like them apples?

Rate as high as

Please contact an MSCU branch for details about this 
and other RRSP investment opportunities.

CAPITAL BUILDER

RRSP

4.75%

Elmira (519) 669-1529
Kitchener (519) 576-7220
Leamington (519) 326-8601
Milverton (519) 595-8796
New Hamburg (519) 662-3550
Waterloo (519) 746-1770

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and 
Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Conditions
apply

www.mscu.com

PROFESSIONAL HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL FINANCES • TAX SEASON • INVESTING FOR YOUR FUTURE

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With a little entrepre-
neurial spirit and a 
passion for pooch-
es, two Elmira girls 

have joined forces to give dog 
owners a bit of a break, while 
making a little cash. Ten-year-
olds Saphire Martin and Amy 
Gofton are the legs behind 
Saphire and Amy’s Dog-Walk-
ing Service.

“I just love dogs and I decid-
ed I would probably do a dog-
walking and see if anyone was 
interested,” Saphire told the 
Observer. At the mere mention 
of her idea, Riverside Public 
School classmate and friend 
Amy signed on.

“They’re not my favourite 
animal, but I still like them,” 
she said.

It’s been nearly three months 
since the friends first offered 
their walking services to dog 
owners who find themselves 
either lacking in time or ener-
gy. So far, they haven’t had any 
calls, but they haven’t given up 
hope. Each morning on their 
way to school they check in on 
some of their posters to see if 
anyone has shown an interest 
and taken a pull-tab from the 
bottom. Several hand-made 
posters have been put up on 
community bulletin boards at 

Business a walk in the park
Young Elmira entrepreneurs offer busy dog owners the chance for a little relief

Elmira businesses.
“We’ve had about eight tak-

en,” Amy said of the contact 
information tabs.

When the calls start com-
ing in there will be a bit of an 
interview process involved, 
explained Vivian Martin, 
Saphire’s grandmother. Not 
only is it important to know 
the dog owners, but the dogs 
themselves.

“They want to talk to [the 
owners] first to make sure 
they can handle the dog,” she 
said. “We’ll have to check into 
each dog individually.”

The girls, however, are open 
to pretty much any size and 
breed, assuming they can con-
trol them.

Saphire and Amy are charg-
ing $3 per dog for a walk 
around the neighbourhood 
– each of which is anticipat-
ed to last between 30 and 60 
minutes. In terms of location, 
they’ve limited themselves to 
Elmira, where they can easily 
get a ride or walk to the dog’s 
home.

During the school year, the 
two are willing to walk Fri-
days after school and during 
daylight hours on the week-
ends.

“In the summer, we can do 
it every day – almost,” Amy 
added, suggesting they’re 
not concerned about winter 

walks, even when it’s snowing 
or raining.

While this is Amy’s first kick 
at the entrepreneurial can, 
Saphire comes with a little ex-
perience. She and her brother, 
12-year-old Jordan, have set 
up “quite a few” lemonade 
stands on Cross Street, near 
their home. Those stands, she 
said, attracted “quite a few” 
customers.

“When she thought of the 
idea, it wasn’t to make money, 
she just loves dogs so much she 
wanted to walk them,” Vivian 
commented. “She’s said she 
wants lots of big dogs when 
she grows up. She’d have six of 
them here right now if we’d let 
her.”

The household is home to a 
Shih-Tzu/poodle cross, a cat 
and a rabbit.

When the dog-walking busi-
ness takes off, the girls plan to 
split the money equally. Amy 
figures she’ll use her share for 
entertainment – specifically 
as a means of paying her way 
into Saturday evening events 
at the Elmira Youth Drop-in 
Centre – while Saphire has 
more long-term goals.

With the money, she will 
“probably put it into my bank 
account and save it up for 
something. My brother and I 
are thinking of getting a tread-
mill, but we’re not sure.”RICHARD VIVIAN

Finding it hard to compare to last year’s major boom, Woolwich building 
activity was down in January compared to the first month of 2004. Last 
month, the township issued 12 permits with a dollar value of $1.5 million, 
down from 21 and $3.8 million last January.

Breslau’s Inspections by Gibson Inc., a home inspection company, received 
a President’s Special Award from the American Society of Home Inspectors. 
The award, for creating Canadian awareness of ASHI, was presented Jan. 26  
at the group’s annual general meeting in Austin, Texas.

Expansion plans at Martin’s Family Fruit Farm Ltd. had the company at 
Woolwich council Feb. 15. They’re seeking a three-year temporary-use 
permit to house seasonal workers at a mobile home on their site at 1420 
Lobsinger Line. No objections were raised at the public meeting.

WAG THE DOG  Elmira’s Saphire Martin (left) and Amy Gofton, both 10, are offering 
up a dog-walking service to area residents. While their services have yet to be called 
upon, they’re optimistic the phone will start ringing soon.
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MtsMartin’s
tax Service

HOURS: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm or by appointment any time
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PHONE: 664-2206

Serving the Community for over 28 Years.
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PROFESSIONAL HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL FINANCES • TAX SEASON • INVESTING FOR YOUR FUTURE

WE’VE MOVED:
20-A Arthur St. N.  Elmira, Ontario

(519) 669-0003  (519) 669-2440 (fax)
email: dwitmer@witmercac.com

Personal Income
Tax Preparation

DENISE WITMER

SPECIALIZING IN;
• SELF-EMPLOYMENT,
• RENTAL PROPERTY,
• TRUCKING  • RETURNS

CALL 669-0003 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

PROFESSIONAL HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL FINANCES • TAX SEASON • INVESTING FOR YOUR FUTURE

FOCU$ ON FINAN¢ES

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Commercial

Whatever your mortgage needs, I have
a package that will work for you

SERVING ELMIRA, LISTOWEL AND SURROUNDING AREA

A GMAC Company

DON TAYLOR, CIMBL  Mortgage Consultant
519.669.0004 • 1.866.645.9443

taylor.d@mortgageintelligence.ca

• Lower than posted bank rates
• Up to 107% financing  • First time buyers
• Debt consolidation  • Second mortgages
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$45.95 Includes: Lube, Oil and Filter
Change, Tire Rotation and a

Peace-of-mind Inspection with 
a Written report of findings.

MA I N T ENANC E S ERV I C E S P E C I A L
Get your vehicle ready with our

with Chrysler, Jeep®, Dodge Service. Convenient. Affordable.

We’re better. We’ll prove it.

Service offer, pricing and incentive offer applicable only at participating Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge Retailers. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer effective until March 12, 2005. Additional charges may apply for diesel, V10s and HEMI V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and synthetic fluids. Receive a contest entry number
and contest web site address when you purchase the qualifying service at a participating Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge Retailer between January 31, 2005, and March 12, 2005. To enter without purchase, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Dream Car Contest Program Headquarters, P.O. Box 2235, Windsor, ON, N8Y 4R8 by February 20, 2005.
Prizes will be awarded on a regional basis as follows – Atlantic Provinces (Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick) one of each, Quebec – two of each, Ontario – four of each, Prairies (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Thunder Bay area) – one of each, Alberta (including Yukon and NW Territories) – one of each, British Columbia –
one of each. Approximate retail values of prizes are: Dodge Viper $60,000.00 and Chrysler Crossfire $22,000.00. No purchase necessary. For complete contest details including no purchase entry, see participating retailers or go to www.winadreamcarlease.ca. Contest closes with online entries received by 11:59 p.m. (EST), March 18, 2005.

2005 Chrysler Crossfire Coupe
2004 Dodge Viper SRT10
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After losing the opening game of the playoffs, 
the Sugar Kings returned to the Elmira 
barn hungry … and sporting an appetite for 
Winterhawk. They found their prey, feast-

ing on Cambridge in a 5-2 victory Feb. 16.
The win leaves the two teams deadlocked at 1-1 in 

the first round of the Mid-Western Junior B playoffs.
The Winterhawks drew first blood on Tuesday with 

a 3-2 overtime win, but that only fueled Elmira’s fire; 
the Kings came out flying on Wednesday, and waged 
a back-and-forth  hockey war for the first 10 minutes 
of the game. At 11:07, Adam Love would open up the 
floodgates for Elmira, after he buried a zinger behind 
goalkeeper Matt Jakubaitis. Less than 20 seconds 
later, Alex Sharpe would find the mesh, with help-
ers from Love and Chad Swartzentruber, to put the 
Kings up 2-0. 

Soon after, Adam MacDonnell sent a blistering shot 
which bounced in off of Jakubaitis’ glove to give the 
Kings an insurmountable lead. 

Elmira dominated their feathery foes for the rest 
of the period, picking up loose pucks and peppering 

On the hunt
Elmira evens series at 1-1 with 5-2 

victory over Cambridge Wednesday

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The regular season 
may have landed the 
Wellesley Applejacks 
a fifth-place finish, but 

the team’s coach says his squad 
has to work on their discipline. 

It’s down to discipline for Jacks
Wellesley caps regular season with two losses and a win

Otherwise, they might soon 
find themselves on the prover-
bial golf course as they head 
into their first playoff match 
against Port Dover. 

The Jacks ended their season 
with a three-game stretch last 
weekend, which included a 2-0 
loss against Delhi, a 4-3 over-

time loss versus Tavistock and 
5-1 victory in Burford – netting 
the Jacks three out of a possible 
six points. With a record of 16-
14-6-3 and 41 points, the Jacks 
finished in fifth spot in the 
Junior Development League’s 
McConnell Conference, which 
wasn’t enough to earn home ice 

advantage for their series with 
the Port Dover Sailors, which 
kicks off tonight (Saturday). 

“It’s going to be a heck of a 
series. They’re young, they’re 
fast, they’re disciplined,” said 
Applejacks coach Chip Seiling 
of his first-round opponents. 
“We’re almost identical clubs, ▼ See JACKS page 14

except they’re more disciplined 
than us. So we really have to 
pull up our socks and come 
ready to play.”

Seiling added that if Wellesley 
continues to play undisciplined 
hockey, as they did in their 
overtime loss against Tavis-

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The season may be 
over, but not the 
rush as skiers 
from Elmira Dis-

trict Secondary School 
wrapped up their debut 
season of competition on 

Taking to the hills a fruitful endeavour
EDSS ski team wraps up debut season with strong performance, looks forward to next year

a strong note. The team 
capped things off with 
second- and third-place 
finishes Feb. 15.

Their final competition 
– held at Beaver Valley ski 
resort near Collingwood 
– was part of the Central 
Western Ontario Second-
ary Schools Association 

(CWOSSA) final and fea-
tured 12 schools and 110 
competitors. 

Emerging from that pack 
were the EDSS level one 
(intermediate) girls team, 
consisting of Kristin Do-
ering, Emily Brubacher, 
Alicia Brubacher, Jillian 
Ferguson and Brianna 

Hunter, who took home 
silver, and level two (vet-
eran) competitors Maddy 
Miller, Carrie Witt, Nyssa 
Laing and Wren Laing, 
who nabbed a bronze. Two 
other skiers from EDSS 
finished out of the medals. 

Their record means EDSS 
won’t go on to the Ontario 

Federation of School Ath-
letic Association (OFSAA) 
finals later this month. 
But, considering that this 
is the first year, assistant 
coach Gary Ayre said he’s 
pleased with the ski team’s 
performance. 

“We’re finished, but we 
had a great season. It was 

a great group of skiers,” 
he said. “[The kids] were 
pretty ecstatic. They’re a 
very enthusiastic group, 
and it’s been interesting 
to watch the team [grow] 
from when we started 
practicing in December 
until now. Most of them 

▼ See EDSS page 14

Elmira’s Sugar Kings came up short this year, walking away from the an-
nual year-end Mid-Western Junior B banquet Monday (Feb. 14) without an 
award to show. Similarly, the Junior Development league Wellesley Apple-
jacks failed to earn any nods during their league banquet the same day.

The Woolwich Ringette Association’s Petite contingent finished the Ayr 
Tournament of Hearts last weekend with a win and a pair of losses. They 
downed Tillsonburg, but fell to St. Marys and Ayr. As such, the local girls 
didn’t make it to the medal round. 

It was a silver medal finish for the Twin Centre Midget Hericanes last 
weekend, during the annual London Devilettes tournament. The girls 
marked a tie and two wins before falling 1-0 to the Source for Sports 
team in the finals.

THE REAL SEASON Elmira’s Marc Deschamps and Winterhawk Dave Turco put on their game faces during their second playoff match-up 
Feb.16. The Kings trounced Cambridge 5-2, tying the series at one game apiece. Game three goes tonight in Cambridge.
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Doing what comes naturally

A BREAK 
FoR KIDS

MARCH BREAK

PUBLIC SWIMS
MONDAY MARCH 14TH TO FRIDAY MARCH 18TH

1:15pm - 3:15 pm

TUESDAY MARCH 15TH & THURSDAY MARCH 17TH

7:15pm - 8:15 pm

FRIDAY MARCH 18TH • 7:00pm - 9:00 pm

SATURDAY MARCH 12TH & 19TH • 1:00pm - 3:00 pm

SUNDAY MARCH 13TH & 20TH • 1:00pm - 3:00 pm

ELMIRA POOL • 669-5757

KIWANIS MARCH BREAK 

SWIM LESSONS
Swimming Lessons for Level One to Level Three 
will be offered FREE OF CHARGE Monday to 
Friday during the March Break.

This program will be made available to those children six years 
and older who have never had the opportunity to take lessons and 
those six years and older who may have taken lessons but are not 
currently registered. Space is limited.

KIWANIS SWIM LESSONS:
LEVEL ONE TO LEVEL THREE

10:00 to 10:30 am • 10:30 to 11:00 am • 11:00 to 11:30 am
Monday March 14th to Friday March 18th

CALL THE ELMIRA POOL TO REGISTER BY FRIDAY, MARCH 12TH
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MARCH BREAK MANIA

MARCH 14 - MARCH 18, 2005
SPACE IS LIMITED - REGISTER SOON!

Fees are for members/non-members and include supplies.

Homer Watson House & Gallery
1754 Old Mill Road, Kitchener, ON N2P 1H7
(519) 748-4377 • www.homerwatson.on.ca

Enroll your child in these fun filled March Break 
sessions (age groups 5-8 & 9-13) that include:
Illusions & Eye Tricks, Fun Photo Camp, Watercolour, 
Cartooning, Drawing, Kings, Queens, Castles & Ani-
mation, Art of the Dark Ages, Pottery and more!

INSTRUCTORS: Scott McNichol & Soheila Kolahdouz
($26/$29 per half-day session, $74/83 per half-week

session OR $148/$166 per full day and week)
* Supervised
lunch hours
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Lately, there’s been 
a lot of buzz about 
the same-sex mar-

riage issue and what is 
and isn’t natural. As an 
outdoorsman, I’ve got to 
tell you that this doesn’t 
interest me a bit – live 
and let live, I say. Which 
also explains my shoot-
ing skills quite neatly.  

But while these types of 
issues rarely hold my in-
terest, I am a keen follow-
er of wholesome stories 
originating in the natu-
ral world. That’s why I 
find a recent news piece 
about the plight of gay 
penguins in a European 
zoo so darn endearing. I 
mean it’s practically Dis-

ney movie material. 
First off, there seems 

to be some debate, as to 
whether the penguins 
in question, are actually 
gay at all. Some people 
don’t buy that. I mean 
just because the males 
in question ignore hot, 
young sexually-receptive 
females, choosing instead 
to frolic merrily by the 
pool with their buddies, 
while eating sushi, and 
wearing meticulously 
kept tuxedos is no reason 
to assume that they are 
… uh, never mind.

Okay, so they might be. 
I won’t judge them. It 
does, however, make me 
wonder if other animals 

share this predilection 
– peacocks immediate-
ly come to mind. Then 
there are those Tom 
turkeys that us hunters 
chase each spring. Oh 
sure, they look so butch. 
Right up until they strut 
their stuff. Come to 
think of it, they hang out 
in bachelor groups, too. 
And, there, they preen, 
bump chests, wear spurs, 
and display their tails a 
whole lot while vying for 
the title of dominant gob-

bler. Hmmm? Innocence, 
or the stuff Siegfried and 
Roy dream of?

When the zookeepers 
tried to separate the 
– let’s call them flamboy-
ant – penguins from each 
other in hopes that they’d 
forget their preferences 
and take to doing what 
comes naturally, an un-
expected  public uproar 
began. All sorts of fringe 
groups, representing the 
interests of gay animals 
everywhere, campaigned 

and lobbied the zookeep-
ers to just let the birds 
be. To this I say, thank 
goodness there are still 
people in this world will-
ing to fight for the really 
important causes.

Anyway, the pressure 
was such that the zoo re-
lented and now they’re all 
back together, presum-
ably giving their cage a 
fabulous makeover while 
designing a new spring 
line of tuxedos. I imagine 
it as the penguin version 
of La Cage Aux Folles.

Fascinating, I guess, but 
as an outdoorsman, I’d 
like to believe that this 
whole animal homosexu-
ality thing doesn’t even 

exist – not for reasons 
of prejudice so much as 
ego. 

I’d like to think, for in-
stance, that the big buck I 
shot a few years back was 
as macho as they come: a 
walking advertisement 
for antler growth and 
testosterone. Then again, 
I’d like to believe that the 
doe I shot last year was a 
rough and tough diesel 
dyke for about the very 
same reasons. It makes 
for a better story at hunt 
camp, that’s all. 

Aside from those minor 
concerns, animal  sexu-
ality doesn’t concern me 
one whit. Believe it or 
not, if two same-sex pen-
guins were to get mar-
ried, it wouldn’t have a 
great impact on my life. 
Probably wouldn’t even 
affect their neighbors 
at the zoo. Of course, as 
open-minded as I am, I 
wouldn’t wish it on my 
hunting dog either. It’s 
bad enough that they 
sniff each other. 

Still, all this begs the 
question: do homosexual 
lions have Gay Prides 
Day? 

If so, I bet the parade 
would be wild …

ELMIRA BOWL 
LEAGUE STANDINGSBOWLINGREPORT

Several bowlers have qualified for 
tournaments. After three weeks 
of roll offs The 4 Steps to Stardom 
tournament  has formed three youth 
teams. The BANTAM BOYS are: 
Aaron Arbuckle(1181), Daniel Mar-
tin(1004), Jason Detweiler(987), 
Jesse Morgan (849) and Kyle Stick-
ney(619). Their Coach is George 
Tughan. The JUNIOR BOYS are: 
Jordan McCullough(1541), Eric 
Alderdice(1498), Jorden Donkers-
goed(1390), Ben Bell (1322) and 
Ethan Bleskie(1286). They will 
be Coached by Pat Schedler. The 
SENIOR TEAM Coached by Bev 
Wendland will be: Richard Detwei-

ler(2028), Adam Bleskie (1602), 
Matt McCullough (1420), Jason 
Bowers (1383) and Peter Hawkins 
(1183).
The Youth program ran a Hi Low 

Doubles tournament for 4 weeks 
with the following qualifiers: Pee 
Wee: Cole Donkersgoed (+168) 
and Brett Newton (+27), Ban-
tams: Aaron Arbuckle (+217) and 
Jennesa Babcock (+311), Juniors: 
Jordan McCullough (+144) and 
Tyler Brandon (+328), Seniors: 
Richard Detweiler (+388) and Peter 
Hawkins (+54).
The adults leagues held qualifing 

for the National Classified tourna-

ment with the following teams 
formed:  Ladies: Tanya Bettridge 
(478), Lee-Ann Bettridge (653), 
Mary Jordan (660), Stephanie 
Fitzgerald (704) and Karole Jordan 
(713). Three mens’s teams were 
formed as follows: Team 1: Rolly 
Shantz (532), Albert Martin (676), 
Merv Brubacher (737), Manny 
Metzger (759) and George Tughan 
(725). Team two: Murray Heiple 
(516), Laverne Martin (612), Larry 
Martin (727), Dwayne Martin (634) 
and Al McHugh (706). Team 3: 
Ryan Morby (514), Darrell Schinkel 
(645), Jim Martin (725), Jason Mor-
by (666) and Terry Horst (649).

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
FEB. 12
Woolwich 0 Hespeler 0
Tristen White recorded the shutout

ATOM MINOR
FEB. 9
Woolwich 0 Oakville 1
FEB. 12
Woolwich 4 Oakville 4
Goals: Mackenzie Martin, Kyle 
Bauman, Jake Moggy, Matthew 
Schieck
Assists: Mitch Kernick (2), Eric Van 
Gerwen (2), Kyle Bauman, Dalton 
Wojeik
FEB. 13
Woolwich 3 Oakville 5
Goals: Matthew Schieck, Kyle 
Bauman, Eric Van Gerwen
FEB. 15
Woolwich 0 Oakville 3

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 12
Woolwich One 2 Paris Two 0
Goals: Rob Soehner, Jeremy 
Martin
Assists: Adam Walker, Riley 
Doering, Steven Trask

BANTAM MAJOR
FEB. 11
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Brian Kron (2), Jarred 
Parent, Matt Horst
Assists: Cody Bates (2), Pete 
Morlock, Damien Parent, Matt 
Horst, Sean Jaworski, Brock 
Shoemaker
FEB. 14
Woolwich 5 Fergus 1
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Jarred 
Parent, Jordan Neeb, Cody Bates
Assists: Brock Shoemaker 
(2), Jarred Parent, Brian Kron, 
Matt Horst, Sean Jaworski, Ben 
Thomson

MIDGET MINOR
FEB. 11
Woolwich 4 Hespeler 3
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre, 
Brandon Rilling, Brent Oliver, Ryan 
Pfisterer
Assists: Tyler Scott, Adam Moore, 
Steve Bauman, Jeff Dumart
FEB. 12
Woolwich 4 Hespeler 6
Goals: Brandon Rilling (3), Tyler 
Scott
Assists: Brad Shantz (2), Mark 
Morlock (2), Brent Oliver, Jeff 
Dumart, Kevin Young
FEB. 15
Woolwich 4 Caledon 1
Goals: Tyler Scott, Kellen Bolger, 

Ryan Pfisterer, Brent Oliver
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre, Tyler 
Scott, Mark Morlock, Jeff Dumart, 
Blaine Cressman, Brandon Rilling

MIDGET AE
FEB. 6
Woolwich 2 Dundas 1
Goals: Courtney Wilson (2)
Assists: Steve Bauman, Philip 
Martin
FEB. 8
Woolwich 2 Georgetown 1
Goals: Courtney Wilson (2)
Assists: Philip Martin (2), Jeff 
Floto, Justin Stuebing

MIDGET LL
FEB. 12
Woolwich 3 Plattsville 1
Goals: Owen Lennox (2), Kerry 
Petker
Assists: Bryan Freeborn (2), 
Owen Lennox, Kerry Petker, Justin 
Stuebing

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 0 Aurora Red 7
Twin Centre 1 London Blue 6
Goals: Amanda Rose
Assists: Kelsey Scheerer
FEB. 13
Twin Centre 1 Lucan 2
Goals: Amanda Rose

ATOM B
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 0 London 0
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 2 Brampton 6
Goals: Breanna Firetto-Gross, Tori 
Freeman
Assists: Kate-Lynn Skinner, 
Breanna Firetto-Gross, Amber 
Shewfelt
Twin Centre 3 Farmington Hills 1
Goals: Alicia Koebel, Tori Freeman, 
Megan Bott
Assists: Amber Shewfelt, Megan 
Bott, Jenna Bott, Breanna Firetto-
Gross

ATOM LL
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 4
Goals: Ashley Beacom
Assists: Taylor Holst
Twin Centre 2 Windsor 3
Goals: Katie Misener, Jessica 
Dunbar

Assists: Lindsay Dietrich, Ashley 
Beacom, Liza Klassen
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 2 London 5
Goals: Lisa Guenther, Mackenzie 
Van Bargen
Assists: Mackenzie Van Bargen, 
Jessica Dunbar

PEEWEE B
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 1 Uxbridge 0
Goals: Leanne Howorth
Assists: Hannah Boehm, Shannon 
D’Arcy
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 2 Mount Clemens 0
Twin Centre 3 Burlington 6
FEB. 13
Twin Centre 0 Canton 1

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 6
Twin Centre 3 Stratford 0
Goals: Jennifer Norris, Kim Finn, 
Taylor Caldwell
Assists: Jennifer Norris (2), Kim 
Finn, Taylor Caldwell
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 0 Lakeshore Black 1
Twin Centre 0 Oakville 3
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 1 Blenheim 0
Goals: Hilary Neeb
Assists: Samantha Dost

BANTAM B
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 2 Waterloo 5
Goals: Melanie Freeman, Courtney 
Bisch
Assists: Sarah Runstedler, 
Contessa Brenner, Melissa Kaleta
Twin Centre 0 Brantford 1
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 1 Guelph 2
Goals: Courtney Bisch
Assists: Sarah Runstedler, Melanie 
Freeman

BANTAM LL
FEB. 9
Twin Centre 4 Tavistock 2
Goals: Kendra Schnurr (3), Stacy 
Frey
Assists: Hilary Neeb (2), Carling 
Cisecki, Jenna Dietrich
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 3 Oakville Red 0
Goals: Sarah Van Allen (2), Kendra 
Schnurr

Assists: Kaitlyn Jantzi (2), Sarah 
Miltenburg, Stephanie Sebben, 
Jenna Dietrich, Brynna Wasylycia
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 2 Burlington 1
Goals: Sarah Van Allen, Stephanie 
Sebben
Assists: Kendra Schnurr, Stephanie 
Sebben, Jenna Dietrich
Twin Centre 0 Colasanti’s 0
FEB. 13
Twin Centre 0 Trissa’s 4

MIDGET LL
LONDON TOURNAMENT
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Twin Centre 0 London Five 0
FEB. 12
Twin Centre 3 Osso Electric 0
Goals: Nikki Martin (2), Carrie 
Witt
Assists: Holly Ogram, Meggy 
McTavish, Alaina Groen, Meghan 
Lankin, Nikki Martin, Amanda 
Martin
FEB. 13
Twin Centre 4 Lakeshore Blue 1
Goals: Holly Ogram, Kaytlin Uberig, 
Toni DiBenedetto, Nikki Martin
Assists: Amanda Martin (2), Holly 
Ogram, Alaina Groen
Twin Centre 0 Source for Sports 1

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
PETITE
FEB. 9
Woolwich 2 Elora/Fergus 4
Goals: Jillian Schouppe (2)
Assists: Shelley Shantz, Natasha 
Jantzi
AYR TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS
FEB. 11 TO 13
FEB. 11
Woolwich 9 Tillsonburg 3
Goals: Katherine Hoffman (2), 
Jasmin Fritz (2), Stacey Hughes, 
Shelley Shantz, Jillian Schouppe, 
Amber Bauman, Heather Bauman
Assists: Stacey Hughes (2), Leah 
Cober, Natasha Jantzi
FEB. 12
Woolwich 5 St. Marys 6
Goals: Amber Bauman (2), 
Jasmin Fritz, Stacey Hughes, Jillian 
Schouppe
Assists: Crystal Dorscht, Jillian 
Schouppe, Jasmin Fritz, Shelley 
Shantz, Katherine Hoffman, Hailie 
Pavanel
FEB. 13
Woolwich 2 Ayr 8
Goals: Jasmin Fritz, Natasha Jantzi
TWEEN
FEB. 12
Woolwich 1 Guelph One 4
Goals: Kassi Fritz
Assists: Michelle Conlon

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings gave their 
fans an early Valen-

tine’s Day treat last week-
end after they downed 
the Listowel Cyclones in 
back-to-back games to 
end the regular season 
on a winning note. 

The Kings earned four 
points after they trounced 
the Cyclones 9-2 on Feb. 
11 and 5-4 at the Elmira 
barn last Sunday. 

Their last match-up of 
the year, however, proved 
to be a real nail-biter 
for fans, as the Kings 
bounced back from a two-
goal deficit.  

Elmira hit the board 
first with a zinger from 
Chad Swartzentruber at 
14:02; Listowel answered 
back with 5:28 remaining 
to send both teams into 
the second frame dead-
locked at 1-1. 

A royal showcase was 
not in store for the Kings 
in the second period: Lis-
towel scored three goals 
– including two unan-
swered twine-smashers 
– to take a 4-2 lead over 
Elmira. Ken Dunn had the 
sole tally of the frame. 

“They took it to us in 
the second. We weren’t 
working, they were play-
ing against us like we 

Ending strong 
Kings close off their season with back-to-back wins

normally play against 
other teams,” said East. 
“We just got a taste of our 
own medicine.”

Halfway into the third, 
it looked as if Listowel 
would emerge victori-
ous, but that all changed 
at 6:42, when Marc Des-
champs slipped one be-
hind Cyclone netminder 
Breton MacKinnon to 
make it 4-3. Seconds later, 
Adam Love got the equal-
izer, after taking a setup 
pass from Chad Swartz-
entruber. Overtime soon 
proved to be an unneces-
sary step for the Kings, 
after Andrew Coburn got 
the go-ahead goal at 4:32 
to give the Kings a 5-4 
victory. 

“We just came in after 
the second and told the 
guys, ‘listen boys, this 
is what we have to do to 
them.’ Let’s go out and do 
it, and we did,” said East. 

“There was just a change 
in momentum, they got a 
goal or two and were able 
to capitalize from there,” 
explained Listowel coach 
Dave Williams. “We got a 
little sloppy and got away 
from doing what we were 
doing through the first 40 
minutes that was some-
what successful.” Listow-
el faces the Stratford Cul-
litons in their first playoff 
round, which started Feb. 
18 (results were not avail-

able at press time). With a 
total of 62 points, Elmira 
ended their season tied 
for fifth place with Owen 
Sound; that total earned 
them a playoff match-up 
against the Cambridge 
Winterhawks, which got 
underway on Tuesday 
(Feb. 15). 

Kings coach John East 
anticipates a tough series 
is in store for the lion 
lads. 

“We’ll play hard and 
that’s all we can do. We 
know we’re going to be 
the underdogs going into 
this, and no one expects 
us to win, but we’ll defi-
nitely be giving a full ef-
fort,” said East

KYLE REA

the opposing netminder. 
With five seconds left in 
the first, Zac Bauman set 
up Andrew Coburn who 
took no time before send-
ing a twine-smasher that 
put the Kings up 4-0.

“We got off to an early 
start, which was key [for] 
us,” said Kings coach 
John East. “Last night, 
we scored the first one, 
but they answered right 
back. Tonight, we were 
able to add that second one 
and score right again, and 
when the penalties started 
happening, we added a 
short-handed goal for a 4-0 
lead.”

The intermission seemed 
to recharge Cambridge, 
as the visitors netted two 
power-play goals in the 
frame to bring them with-
in two goals before the 
period was out. They re-
turned to the room down 
4-2. 

“What they did to us in 
the first period, we did 
to them in the second,” 
said Cambridge assistant 
coach Geoff Haddaway. 
“But their penalty kill did 
a great job and while we 
did get back into the game, 
as soon as they saw us get-
ting some life back, they 
stepped on us.” 

An early third-period 

goal by John Lunney 
sounded the death knell 
for the Winterhawks, seal-
ing the 5-2 Elmira victory. 

“The guys worked hard. 
We did a pretty good job 
defensively – we had some 
breakdowns, but [goalie] 
Scotty Campbell was huge 
for us. He kept us in there 
early; they came out real 
strong and he made some 
great saves for us … he 
was definitely the first 
star of the game tonight,” 
said East. 

“It’s a quality team over 
there. They’ve got a lot of 
all-stars on their team. 
We’re the underdogs going 
in here, so it’s good to have 
a win.”

The Sugar Kings will 
have their work cut out 
for them in this series; the 
Winterhawks won five of 
six regular season match-
ups. Cambridge boasts 
Dave Turco and Chris 
Bryson, the top scoring 
players in the league. Tur-
co posted 89 points (41-48), 
and Bryson had 84 points 
(31-53) during the regular 
season.

By comparison, the top 
four players for the Kings 
have a combined total of 
67 goals and 118 assists. 

The action heads to Cam-
bridge tonight (Saturday). 
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

Kings tie series 1-1
Continued from page 11

CATCHING UP  Zac Bauman races to catch up with the play in the Elmira end as his Sugar Kings faced the 
Listowel Cyclones Feb. 13. The Kings posted back-to-back wins against Listowel heading into the playoffs.
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didn’t know each other, 
but they’ve really gelled 
together and now they’re 
going to get together and 
have a year-end party, and 
they’re trying to develop 
a team shirt. So this is go-
ing to be a long-term team, 
I think.”

It has been a very short 

EDSS ski team looks forward
season for the Elmira 
squad; they started train-
ing back in December and 
had their first competi-
tion at Chicopee Ski Club 
on Jan. 18. 

Just prior to this week’s 
showing, the Elmira ski-
ers took to the slopes on 
their “home” turf, Chi-
copee, on Feb. 10. EDSS 

captured a bronze medal 
in the intermediate divi-
sion; the veteran squad 
didn’t compete. 

The club will be back 
next year; looking to the 
future, the team brought 
some interested students 
with them to Colling-
wood.

“We took a group of 

snowboarders and skiers 
who wanted a club-type 
of activity, and a number 
of skiers expressed inter-
est after they saw the race 
[Tuesday].”

tock Feb. 12, they could 
quickly find themselves 
ousted. 

“We filled the box [Satur-
day]. We were totally un-
disciplined. It’s frustrat-
ing as a coach, but the kids 
have to learn to suck it up,” 
he said. “If we don’t shape 
up, it could be a quick play-
off. We’ve got the hockey 
team and we’ve got the 
horses to go the long-way, 
but you’ve got to be com-
mitted to each other and 
we’ve been struggling 
with that right now. We’ve 
had a few games where 
we’ve played very well, 
but they get away from the 
discipline and that really 
hurts us.”

Tavistock found the 
mesh first during Satur-
day’s match on a power 
play goal by Joe Voel at 

Jacks face Port Dover in series

16:90. Not to be outdone, 
Cam Jamieson answered 
back for the Jacks with a 
twine-smasher at 15:17. In 
the second frame, Tavis-
tock and Wellesley would 
add a tally apiece – Justin 
Clark scored for the Jacks, 
on a helper from Patrick 
Shantz – to send the teams 
into the third deadlocked 
at 2-2. 

Tavistock pulled ahead at 
10:59 in the final frame, but 
with less than five minutes 
to go, Scott Hustwitt would 
snag the tying goal.

Less than two minutes of 
overtime were required to 
solve the contest; at 1:39, 
Tavistock’s Cory McKay 
beat Wellesley netminder 
Kevin Basler to give the 
Braves a 4-3 win.

“I thought we played not 
one of our more terrific 
games of the season. We 

were happy to get the two 
points. We’re hoping to 
win out this weekend for 
second place,” said Braves 
coach Chad Ziegler. With 55 
points, Tavistock came in 
second behind the Hagers-
ville Hawks, who racked up 
60 points this season.

“We were shooting for 
first place all-along and 
obviously we wanted first 
place, but we’ll take sec-
ond. And it will at least 
give us home ice for one 
more round.”

Seiling said that if things 
don’t come together soon, 
he’ll start benching play-
ers. 

“What I’d rather see is 
that the fellows themselves 
take it under their own 
control,” he said. 

Game one against Port 
Dover goes tonight. The 
puck drops at 7:30 p.m. 

Continued from page 11

Continued from page 11

SILVER SQUAD The level two 
team winners. From left: Carrie 
Witt, Wren Laing, Nyssa Laing, 
and Maddy Miller.

KYLE REA

GIRLS TIE SERIES AT ONE

KYLE REA

KYLE REA

KYLE REA

TOUGH  
BREAK
A WOOLWICH SANDWICH   
Minor Atom player Eric 
VanGerwen gets pressed 
between two Oakville players 
during their match-up Feb. 
12. Woolwich and Oakville 
tied 4-4; the Minor Atoms 
were poised to take the 
series, but after Saturday’s 
tie, Oakville battled back and 
took a 5-3 victory Sunday. 
They followed up with a 
3-0 win Tuesday to knock 
Woolwich out of the OMHA 
playdowns. Oakville now 
advances to the semifinals. 

THE PUCK’S MINE 
Emily Ahier of the 
Woolwich Wild 
Peewee One team 
races toward the 
Milverton Royales 
end during their Feb. 
12 game. Elmira lost 
that match-up 3-0, 
but rebounded to 
take a 5-1 victory 
over Kitchener 
on Monday. Their 
playoff round series 
is currently tied at 
1-1. 

STICKING IT TO 
THEM    Applejack 
Pat Kropf 
attempts to slip 
one by Tavistock 
netminder David 
Blake during their 
match-up Feb.12. 
The Jacks lost 4-3 
in overtime and 
are now facing the 
Port Dover Sailors 
in the first round of 
the playoffs. Game 
one goes tonight 
at the Wellesley 
Arena.
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See Dick. See Jane. See Dick 
and Jane get married.
For most adults now 

embroiled in the debate over same-
sex marriage, that was the only 
primer they ever got. Until recently, 
no one ever talked about Dick 
marrying Peter or Paul, or Jane 
tying the knot with Mary.

For centuries, the institution of  marriage has been 
a purely heterosexual institution – one dominated 
by religious institutions of  all sorts. Recently, that’s 
started to change as homosexual couples fight for 
the right to marry – and to have that union legally 
recognized by the state.

Here in Ontario, the issue has made headlines ever 
since the province got the legal ball rolling in June 
2003; most of  Canada’s provinces have followed its 
lead. 

Now that the federal government is debating 
whether to make same-sex marriage a national 
institution, a war of  words has broken out between 
supporters – those who see this as a human rights 
issue – and the detractors who suggest that changing 
the traditional definition of  marriage will tear the 
family unit apart. 

For homosexual couples themselves, the issue is 
more than a question of  rights: it’s about equality. 

They want the same right to a symbolic, lifelong 
bond that heterosexual partners take for granted.

Sharing a lifetime together under the umbrella of  
marriage is exactly what Waterloo couple Tara and 
Sandra (they asked their surnames not be printed 
to protect their privacy) are looking for. The two 
have been together for eight years, and now seek 

Woolwich weighs in on 
same-sex marriage debate

to seal their commitment to each other in the same 
way many other couples do.

“We’re pretty normal people. I have my own 
small business. We have our dog and our cat. We’re 
entitled to as much normalcy as anyone else,” says 
Sandra. “And part of  a typical relationship as far 
as it growing and maturing is making a lifelong 
commitment to each other in front of  family and 
friends.”

“I don’t think I’m doing this to make a statement. I 
just want to keep her and this is what I have to do to 
keep her,” adds Tara. 

Tara and Sandra have been engaged for six years 
– and ‘officially’ engaged since Ontario legalized 
same-sex marriage in June 2003. This fall, they’ll 
tie the knot in a private ceremony to be held 
in Waterloo, officiated by Bloomingdale United 
Church’s Paul Ellingham.

Along with an expression of  their love for each 
other, a legally recognized marriage will provide 
more protection than their current common-law 
arrangement, both women agree. 

Since Ontario started down the road to legalizing 
same-sex marriage on June 10, 2003, courts in British 
Columbia, Quebec, Yukon Territory, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland 
have all recognized the union of  homosexuals. 
With the majority of  provinces onside for same-sex 
marriage, the federal government has been working 
since last summer to propose making gay marriage 
a national institution.

On Feb. 1, the Paul Martin’s Liberal government 
introduced Bill C-38, the Civil Marriage Act, that 
will allow marriage between homosexual couples, 
“which are lawful to the exclusion of  all others.”

The Act also includes a clause allowing for religious 
freedom: churches that don’t approve of  same-sex 
marriages are permitted to refuse to perform them, 
without fear of  repercussions.

If  the tightly contested legislation passes through 

Parliament, Canada would become the third country, 
after Holland and Belgium, to officially recognize 
same-sex marriages.

The bill has created a storm of  controversy on 
Parliament Hill, as Conservative leader Stephen 
Harper and many members of  his party are 
adamantly against changing the definition of  
marriage. The NDP and Bloc Quebecois are largely 
in favour of  the bill, but the real crux will come 
within the Liberal minority government. Members 
of  the Cabinet were ordered to vote in favour of  
the bill, but backbenchers have been given a free 
vote; for that reason, they are expected to hold the 
balance of  power in this debate. 

While the Liberals appear split on the issue, with 
some MPs still on the fence, Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Lynn Myers is a longtime supporter of  the 
move, seeing it as upholding Canada’s Charter of  
Rights.

“During the [2004] election, I said I was in support 
of  this … and I see no reason to change that,” notes 
Myers. “It really does come down to individual 
rights. For me the Charter is sacrosanct – it’s a 
unique document and unique in the world. I think 
it’s something that all Canadians can be proud of. 

“I think we should support it – and most Canadians 
do – and at the end of  the day, it’s really an issue of  
equal rights.”

His offices in St. Jacobs and Ottawa have been 
inundated by calls, e-mails and letters from 
constituents on both sides on this issue. 

“And that’s the beauty of  democracy that people 
can call me up and tell me what they think,” he 
explains. “It will be a very contentious issue and a 
controversial vote. Not unlike capital punishment 
and abortion.”

Myers adds that an initial vote is expected in 
the next few weeks and the hope is to send it to 
the Senate for approval before June. If  the bill is 

By Kyle Rea
OB S E R V E R  S T A F F

▼ See LOCAL page 16
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defeated, Myers says the rulings in 
various provinces will still be upheld. 

Regardless of  the federal decision, 
Sandra and Tara are still planning 
their autumn wedding, which will be 
a non-denominational, non-traditional 
ceremony. 

“It was tough and a little scary to find 
someone, which is frustrating, but it all 
worked out,” says Sandra. 

The person they found was Rev. 
Ellingham, who performed the first 
same-sex marriage in Waterloo Region 
back in June 2003. Since that time, he 
has performed 20 such ceremonies. 

Permitting same-sex marriage is 
important for religious freedom, he says.

“The main point of  the United Church 
is that it’s a violation of  religious 
freedom to not allow marriage for same-
sex couples,” he explains. “We come at 
it from the human rights point of  view, 
but we also come at it from a biblical 
point of  view that Jesus espoused of  
love. There’s a lot in scripture that Jesus 
objected to in his time. [And] I think 
God gave us heads to use to be able to 
observe the world around us, to listen to 
and respond in love. 

“To exclude anybody in any sense is 
not my job. My task to live as a Christian 
is to be inclusive of  all people.” 

With more than three million 
members, the United Church is the 
largest Protestant denomination in 
Canada; since the 1980s, the church 
has been inclusive of  homosexuals 
and, according to their Web site (www.
united-church.ca) they were among the 
first churches to ordain gay ministers, 
and recognized same-sex partners.

Outside of  the United Church, finding 
a religious group in favour of  same-
sex marriage is not an easy task; the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, 
the Society of  Friends (Quakers) and 
the Metropolitan Community Church 
– which has outreach programs 
specifically for homosexuals – are among 
a handful of  churches who have taken a 
stand in support of  same-sex marriages. 
A vast majority of  religious institutions 
are opposed and view the Civil Marriage 
Act as a threat to heterosexual marriage 
and the family – and they are mobilizing 
to make their voices heard. 

“We’re opposed to gay marriage and 
we’re hoping the bill will be defeated,” 
said Richard Frey, pastor at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Elmira. “We 
understand that all sorts of  people have 
the desire for equal rights [but] what 
homosexual couples desire shouldn’t 
be called marriage … if  [they] want to 
live together, let them call it something 
else. It’s not a marriage. Marriage has 
always been the union of  one man and 
one woman.”

To Frey, the debate is not only a 
Christian issue: numerous other 
religions, including Judaism, Islam and 

Buddhism, among others, have spoken 
out against same-sex marriage. 

While the issue continues to develop 
in Ottawa, Frey has not stood idly by: 
on Jan. 25, he sent a letter to Myers 
explaining his position and he has held 
congregational prayers, calling for the 
protection of  marriage. 

Others, like the Elmira Pentecostal 
Assembly are also appealing to the 
government to make sure their voices 
are heard. 

“We’ve been lobbying members of  
Parliament and we are in connection 
with the Evangelical Fellowship of  
Canada, who is lobbying the government 
as well,” says pastor Jeremy Bates. 

“Our position is that while we embrace 
individuals, we are opposed to gay 
marriage. I know that they are pressing 
for civil unions, but for us the sanctity 
of  marriage is ordained by God. It’s 
quite clear biblically that marriage is 
between a man and a woman, and not 
just a human rights issue.” 

Bates adds that this isn’t the first 
time the church has spoken out about 
this issue, with Pentecostal Church 
submissions in opposition to the current 

debate going back to April 2003.
Canada’s largest Christian de-

nomination, the Roman Catholic 
Church, also stands in opposition to 
same-sex marriage. For Father George 
Nowak of  St. Teresa of  Avila Roman 
Catholic Church in Elmira, the issue 
of  marriage is more than just biblical, 
it’s also biological. 

“How would [we] be alive without 
that union (marriage)? This is how 
humanity procreates. In order to 
survive we have to have that kind of  
institution,” Nowak insists. “If  I were 
an unbeliever, I would say the same 
thing.

“Marriage is older than Canadian 
law ... and many others. And marriage 
should stay as it is and not to change 
the definition of  it being between a 
woman and a man. ... I don’t think 
this is a question of  us attacking gay 
people. We just want to keep marriage 
as the union between one man and one 
woman.”

Even though religious groups 
are permitted to refuse to perform 
same-sex marriages under the bill, 
some religious leaders are casting a 

suspicious eye on the future.
Glen Zehr, a pastor at St. Jacobs 

Mennonite Church, sees legal 
challenges emerging in the future.

“How long will it be until someone 
that wants to be married comes to a 
church and the pastor says ‘no’ … how 
long will it be until someone takes it to 
court?” he asks.

While Zehr and fellow pastors at the 
church haven’t discussed the issue 
formally,  he has some difficulty calling 
same-sex unions a marriage. 

“I want to respect the rights of  people 
and yet I don’t think that we have to 
call same-sex unions a marriage to 
give them full rights.”

Other churches have not fully decided: 
the Anglican Church of  Canada has 
not taken an open stance, while the 
Presbyterian Church is discussing the 
issue with its congregations before 
reaching a decision. 

“We’re trying to go carefully, slowly 
and considerately and making sure all 
the voices of  the members are heard,” 
says Rev. Dr. Linda Bell of  Elmira’s 
Gale Presbyterian Church. 

She adds that the Presbyterian Church 
doesn’t perform gay marriages and it 
would be a long time before that would 
happen, as change within the church is 
very slow and methodical.  

Bell doesn’t see this as a bad thing, 
since care and even-handedness comes 
with time. “The Presbyterian Church 
is famous about being very careful 
theologically and biblically … so [such 
a decision] is more than just how 
people are feeling at the time.”

The decision – or indecision – of  
churches is not really a concern 
for Sandra and Tara, who, in their 
ceremony, plan to include as little 
religion as possible. 

“I’m not particularly concerned 
[about what churches think] as long 
as it’s not family and friends. There’s 
always going to be someone who 
doesn’t care for me,” explains Tara. 

“They are entitled to their opinion, 
just as long as they’re not coming 
after us specifically,” adds Sandra. 
“The times are changing … the church 
has got over the idea of  people living 
together. We’ve come a long way and it 
will continue to change.”

For now, both are focusing on the 
opinion of  their family and friends 
– who have provided love and support 
for their union – because for both 
women, in the end the real issue is a 
commitment of  love.  

“We’re very fortunate to have the 
support of  our parents, since both 
sides are supportive. At the beginning 
it was a little tough for my parents,” 
says Sandra. “But now that they know 
Tara and realize what a great person 
she is and how much she cares about 
me. What more could any parent ask 
for, really?” 

Local churches campaign against Liberal legislation

Paul Martin and 
the Liberal govern-
ment present the 
Civil Marriage Act, 
which would legal-
ize same-sex civil 
marriages, to the 
House of Commons. 

1969

As Justice 
minister, Pierre 
Trudeau amends 
the criminal code 
to decriminalize 
homosexuality. 

May, ‘99
The Supreme Court of 

Canada rules that same-sex 
common-law couples are 
entitled to the same benefits 
and obligations as opposite-
sex partners. 

June, ‘99

The federal gov-
ernment reaffirms 
the traditional defi-
nition of marriage 
as between a man 
and a woman.

Oct, ‘99
The Ontario government 

passes Bill 5, which chang-
es the Family Law Act to 
replace the word “spouse” 
with “spouse or same-sex 
partner” within the act. 

Feb-April, ‘00

The Liberals under Jean 
Chrétien present and ap-
prove an act to uphold a 
Supreme Court of Can-
ada ruling on same-sex 
common-law couples.

July,‘02
The Ontario Superior Court 

states that stopping homo-
sexual couples from marry-
ing is unconstitutional and 
violates the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. 

June, ‘03

The Ontario Court of Appeals upholds 
the Superior Court ruling, which legalizes 
same sex marriage. Almost two dozen ho-
mosexual couples file for marriage licences 
on June 10; Paul Ellingham of Bloomingdale 
United Church performs the first same sex 
marriage in Waterloo Region. 

July 8, ‘03
The Supreme Court 

of British Columbia 
follows Ontario and 
legalizes same-sex 
marriage.

July 14, ‘04

Yukon be-
comes the 
first territory 
to legalize 
gay marriage.

July 17, ‘04
Ottawa sends 

their proposed 
bill on same-sex 
marriage to the 
Supreme Court for 
review. 

March, ‘04

Courts in 
Quebec rule 
in favour of 
s a m e - s e x 
marriage. 

Sept 16, ‘04
Manitoba’s 

Court of Ap-
peals legal-
izes same-sex 
marriage.

Sept 24, ‘04

A Nova Scotia 
Supreme Court 
justice rules 
that banning 
same-sex mar-
riage is uncon-
stitutional.

Nov 5, ‘04
Saskatche -

wan becomes 
next in line 
to authorize 
s a m e - s e x 
unions.

Dec 9, ‘04

The Supreme Court 
of Canada rules that 
the federal govern-
ment can change 
the definition of 
marriage to include 
same-sex couples. 

Dec 21, ‘04
Newfoundland and 

Labrador become 
the seventh province 
to legalize same-sex 
marriage. 

Feb 1, ‘05

Continued from page 15
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THE ARTS

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. FEBRUARY 23,  10AM - 2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

SEEDLESS NAVEL 
ORANGES
OR

RUBY RED
GRAPEFRUIT

20LB BOX OF
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STONE CROCK

(519) 664-3612 1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

$1.00 OFF 
Clip & Save Coupon  WO

any fresh baked or fresh frozen
Stone Crock Pie

(Limit 3 pies per customer, expires March 6/05 )

This Week’s Specials
At Stone Crock Bakery

60% Whole Wheat
or White Bread

$2.49
Two Loaves  for

Stone Crock’s

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The book’s the thing … at least it 
is this time out for Elmira play-
wright Don Druick. His award-
winning Through the Eyes will 

be launched as a book next month, kick-
ing off with a gala Mar. 19 in Waterloo.

Druick will be joined by fellow DC 
Books authors Dimitri Nasrallah 
(Blackbodying) and Steve Luxton (Luna 
Moth and Other Poems), a presentation 
of play, novel and poetry respectively. 
The three will be reading from their 
works at the Canadian Clay & Glass 
Gallery.

For Druick, the release of the book 
marks the latest evolution for Through 
the Eyes, an acclaimed play that’s been 
through seven productions since he 
wrote it more than a decade ago.

The result of his fascination with art-
ist Gianlorenzo Bernini, the play tells 
of the clash of egos as the great Italian 
sculptor travels to the court of Louis 
XIV, the legendary Sun King of 17th cen-
tury France. Seen through the eyes of 
a lowly courtier, the tale that unfolds 
reveals the pride, arrogance and in-
trigue associated with the man reputed 
to have said: “L’etat, c’est moi.” (“I am 
the state,” indicating his overarching 
power).

Called compelling and captivating, 
Druick’s play is even more noteworthy 
in that it’s written as a one-man show: a 
solitary actor on a bare stage plays each 
of the characters we meet.

 The role is not an easy one, he ad-
mits.

From stage to page
Elmira playwright’s Through the Eyes to be launched in book form

“I like actors … but this takes a lot out 
of them,” he laughed. “It demands a lot 
of work, I know.”

That said, he had to be true to the story 
that came to him as he researched Ber-
nini’s life, spending time in Rome and 
becoming more familiar with his work. 
Bernini (1598-1680), said Druick, was 
one of the greatest artists of his time, 

the Italian Baroque era. When he ac-
cepted the commission to carve a bust 
of Louis XIV (1638-1715), Bernini was 
in his sixties and nearing the end of 
his career. The king, on the other hand, 
was in his twenties and just starting to 
reach his fabled stride.

“Things go badly,” said an understated 
Druick. “It’s a simple story … egos meet 

… people die, people are murdered. 
“It’s not a comedy,” he added with a 

straight face.
Caught in the middle of the two titans 

is the middle-aged courtier who acts as 
Bernini’s translator, looking to aid the 
artist while ingratiating himself to the 
king. Not an easy task. As we discover 
more about his increasingly compli-
cated life, we find out about the pain of 
existence.

“The last word of the play is ‘tears.’ 
When it ends, people [in the audience] 
are literally in tears – it’s very gratify-
ing as a writer to know you’ve moved 
somebody that way,” said Druick.

He won’t be looking for that kind of 
reaction, however, as he reads from his 
book at the launch – he leaves the emo-
tive acting to the professionals, he in-
sisted.

A Montreal native, Druick will be 
joined Mar. 19 by two other writers with 
connections to that city, home of their 
publisher DC Books. 

Nasrallah, born in Lebanon, lived 
in Montreal on his arrival in Canada, 
eventually settling in Toronto. Black-
bodying, his debut novel, recounts the 
first-hand exile stories of two Lebanese 
citizens and their routes to Canada. 
Both have been forced to leave their 
homeland as a result of civil war.

Born in England, Luxton is a profes-
sor in Montreal. Luna Moth and Other 
Poems is his third full collection of po-
etry.

All three will read a little, enjoy some 
wine and cheese and chat with the audi-
ence Mar. 19, 7-9 p.m., at the Canadian 
Clay & Glass Gallery in Waterloo.

STEVE KANNON

The work  of photojournalist Linda Panetta will be on display, and she’ll 
speak about the U.S.-led “war on terrorism” Feb. 26 at the Univeristy of 
Waterloo. Her photos document the human price paid to support U.S. 
foreign policy. Contact WPIRG for info, 888-4882.

The Wellington Winds present the “Showcase of Soloists” in two upcom-
ing shows: tomorrow (Sunday) at First United Church in Waterloo and Feb. 
27 at Grandview Baptist Church in Kitchener. Both shows are at 3 p.m. Call 
669-4409 for info, tickets.

Tracking the The Beatles from Ed Sullivan to Abbey Road, Rain is an 
acclaimed tribute to the Fab Four. The multimedia presentation, replete 
with archival footage, makes its way to the stage at Kitchener’s Centre in 
the Square Feb. 22, 8 p.m. Call 578-1570.

THE SUN KING AND I Elmira playwright Don Druick, whose works have been performed across North 
America, Europe and Japan, will see his Through the Eyes launched in book format next month.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$6.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HEAR BOTH SIDES OF THE SAME-SEX MARRIAGE STORY - 
WITH A LOCAL PERSPECTIVE! ONLY IN THE OBSERVER!

SEE
SPECIAL
SECTION

PAGES 15-16

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

H Y P E A B B A S S C A L A R
O A R S S O U T H W A V I L Y
T O O T H P A S T E A R A B I A
S U C R E S K I H O I S T S
P N E U M A T I C D R I L L
O D E S M E N E E L Y K E G
T E D F A R A L B I N O I S M

S O S A G U E I N S T
R A T E S O F E X C H A N G E

A E R Y P I N E I L K
T I M E S H E E T A V E S A D
E N S C U R L A C E R I S E

P R E A D O L E S C E N C E
O S T E A L P I T U N C A P
P L A T T E T I N O P E N E R S
T O P I C S A N E N T E R I E
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HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING 
CORRECTION:

HORIZON 
PHOTOGRAPHY

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira
or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS
LAPTOPS

MONITORS
and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST

selection of
off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

FOR SALE

An ad for Horizon 
Photography that ran 
in the Feb. 12 issue of 
the Woolwich Observer 
contained an incorrect 
phone number for con-
tacting the studio; the 
correct phone number 
is 743-9829. We regret 
the error.

CORRECTION
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Outgoing, friendly personality wanted 
for part-time hours in a furnished model 
home in Elmira. Hours will be Saturday & 
Sunday 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Please send resume to:
FAX: 1-519-747-0158 or

EMAIL: susan@kenmorehomes.ca

PART-TIME SALES HOSTESS WANTED

HELP WANTED

Domestic Helper Wanted. 
Busy family with 3 young 
children is looking for a 
helper in our home. Part-
time or full-time (hours could 
be flexible to accommodate 
an ideal candidate). Duties 
would include some child 
care, cleaning, meal prepa-
ration and other domes-
tic chores. Live in accom-
modations are an option. 
Please rely to 741-6274, 
575-5128.

Help Needed Three full days 
per week. Call Schnurr’s 
Grocery in Linwood for ap-
pointment. 698-2370.

HELP WANTED

Busy Family Looking for 
someone 3 times a week to 
do light housekeeping and 
preparing nutritious meals. 
References are a must. Call 
669-0909.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

FOR SALE

Clearance Sale at Dis N 
Dat Treasures! 25 - 75% 
off (on most items). Entire 
store is marked down. Our 
warehouse is full! New stock 
every week. Open Fri. & Sat. 
only 9-5. Hurry in for best 
selection. 15 Dunke St., N., 
Elmira. 669-5005.

You just proved Classified 
ads work. Call 669-5790 
today to place your ad in 
Woolwich Observer.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

FOR SALE

30% Off Regular Prices 
during February! Seven 
Sisters Antiques and Col-
lectibles, Linwood. Fri. and 
Sun. 12:00 - 4:00, Sat. 10:00 
- 5:00. 698-1135.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Barbie Winebego. $15. Call 
638-2359.

Microwave, G.E., white, 
900 watt, 1 cubic ft., ex-
cellent condition. $50.00. 
664-2649.

TB Platform $25 for tele-
visions, monitors (diago-
nal screen size), platform 
swivels at 1 point. 699-
4019.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Potatoes and Onions. 
White $8 - 75lbs, medium 
or large. Yukon gold $6.50 
- 50 lbs. Onions $8 - 50 lbs. 
No chemical fertilizer. Joel, 
664-3093.

BUSINESS       
OPPORTUNITIES
Do You Know This Per-
son? Honest and Ethical. 
Enthusiast ic. Entrepre-
neurial. Desires Financial 
Freedom. Desires Time 
Freedom. If your goal is to 
earn between $5,000 to 
$10,000+ per month (re-
sidual) and you fit this profile 
call Joanne or Todd: 519-
669-0591.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques Wanted. Crocks, 
clocks, paintings and frames, 
early paper, architectur-
al, furniture, glass, china. 
Driveshed and basement 
treasures. Call (519)843-
2777, machine - please 
leave message.

We Buy Alum. Copper, insu-
lated copperwire, brass, stain-
less, cast, cars, machinery. 
Prepared short steel, mixed 
loads of scrap metal and bat-
teries. Delivered to our yard 
11/2 miles east of Wartburg, 
Line 42, Fire#4546. For prices 
call (519)393-5390.

Old Magazines, Readers, 
calendars, cards, children’s 
books etc. with coloured 
pictures. Any condition. Call 
698-1160.

AUTOMOTIVE

1992 Ford Club Wagon 
van. 5.8L, auto, overdrive, 
114,000 original kms. 12 pas-
senger, 3 removable bench 
seats. P/W, P/DL, AM FM 
cassette. Good condition. 
$5000 o.b.o. 664-3162.

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2000 Chev Impala LS, 4 
door, black, one previous 
owner, 107,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

3 Bedroom Apartment. 
Available March 1. Qui-
et, close to downtown and 
schools. First and last, refer-
ences. Call 669-2566.

Elmira - New 2 bedroom 
apartment. Utilities included. 
Quiet location. $880. Avail-
able April 1. Call 669-4987 
or 465-0677.

Elmira - One bedroom. Feb. 
1. Downtown, non smoker. 
$495 + only hydro. 669-5431.

Elmira, One Bedroom. 
Quiet building. Available 
now. $480.00/month plus 
hydro. 669-1024.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. indus-
trial bay with 16 ft. high ceil-
ing. 12 foot high door, 600 
volt electrical service, gas 
heat/water. Call 669-1461 
for details.

Office Space?, Quiet Busi-
ness? 880 sq. ft available. 
10 f t. ceilings, concrete 
floor. Gas heat, washroom 
and kitchen facilities. Main 
St. frontage with parking. 
$10.00/sq. ft. plus utilities. 
669-2131.

RENTALS

St. Jacobs - One Bedroom, 
partly furnished, 1 mature 
non-smoker, parking, private 
entrance, upstairs of home. 
References required, no 
pets. 664-2114.

HORSES

Brand New Boarding Fa-
cility with all the amenities 
has a few stalls available 
for the discriminating horse 
owner. Professional, im-
maculate barn. Call Alida 
(519)638-8981.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Warehouse Space For 
Rent - 14,000 sq. ft., one 
big room 12’ height ceiling 
on concrete floor. Loading 
dock, washrooms and office 
at Walco Equipment, 20 Ar-
thur St. N., Elmira. Call Jim 
Martin at 519-669-4025.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Income Tax - Lydia’s book-
keeping, Personal Tax. Cor-
poration Owner operated 
business for 20 years, E-file, 
Gov’t forms, log books. Call 
662-1857 (New Hamburg).

COMING EVENTS

The Book Lady’s Open 
House Event. Tues. Febru-
ary 22nd &  Wed. February 
23rd, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Every-
one welcome. Marilyn Mar-
tin 669-7604.

BUSINESS

OWN YOUR OWN STORE 
- Country Depot, TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Department 
Store Dealerships available. 
New & existing locations. No 
Franchise Fees - Receive 
Yearly Dividends. Call TruServ 
Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-
5085 www.truserv.ca

DEALERS WANTED for 
NEW line of 4 stroke ATV’s. 
Exclusive territories available, 
25 dealers strong and grow-
ing. Contact MAXAM CORP 
Toll-Free 1-866-646-6545, 
info@maxam-motor.com

CURRENCY EXCHANG-
ING. Serious income poten-
tial. Work from home, part 
time, using your computer 
online. Low start up! No risk! 
Immediate earnings! Your 
dream business.          www.
dreambusiness4you.com

INCREDIBLE DEMAND in 
Ontario for our vinyl deck-
ing & aluminum railings. 
Join our family of successful 
dealers. Excellent returns, 
high prof its. Investment 
required. Limited prime ar-
eas available. For franchise 
package CALL NOW TOLL-
FREE 1-866-313-3325

BUSINESS

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. 
Earn up to $3,000+ week. 
Kennedy Transpor tation 
is looking for individuals 
who want to start their own 
trucking business. Guar-
anteed work contracts for 
1, 3 & 5 ton straight trucks 
and Highway Tractor. No 
experience required. G li-
cence OK. Financing avail-
able. Phone 905-501-8779 
or Toll -Free 1-888-827-
6044.

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEER-
ING. Classes held April 
16-22, 2005. For informa-
tion contact: Southwestern 
School of Auctioneering. 
R.R. #5, Woodstock, On-
tar io N4S 7V9. 1- 888 -
673-6999

EMPLOYMENT

CHEAPER THAN a bald 
man’s haircut - Telephone 
Reconnect! Monthly ser-
vice $49.95 and connec-
tion fee of only $36.13! Call 
Phone Factory toll free 1-
877-336-2274; www.phone-
factory.ca

DEALERSHIP SERVICE 
MANAGEMENT. Ulmer 
Dealer Group has 10 au-
tomotive franchises includ-
ing GM, Toyota, Mazda 
and Subaru and is located 
in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan. (www.ulmerauto-
group.com) Due to several 
building expansions, open-
ings are available in our 
expanding dealer group 
for Service Management, 
supervision and advisory 
personnel. Enjoy a terrific 
lifestyle available in our ru-
ral dealerships or low taxes 
in our Alberta locations. All 
positions offer training, ben-
efit packages and a moving 
allowance is negotiable 
depending on your resume 
and qualifications. Write 
in confidence to: Brenda 
Stang, General Manager, 
c/o Ulmer Chev (Lloydmin-
ster), 2101-50 Ave., Sask/
Alta, S9V 1Z7
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ACROSS 
1. North and South 
American plants
7. Gestures (French)
13. Make older
16. Large, palmed Af-
rican tree
17. Vicious Hun
18. Strangling snake
19. Relating to the col-
lection of  cerebrospi-
nal fluid in the ventri-
cles of  the brain
21. Beyond the walls
22. Flexible twig on a 
willow tree
23. Encounter
24. Ladies’ acoutre-
ment
26. Large bird similar 
to ostrich
27. Mid-size drum
29. A statement that 
deviates from the 
truth
31. Edge
32. Odd man out
35. Vulgar
37. In the middle of
39. Breakdown into 
simpler substances
44. Inspirational fig-
ures
46. Chinese food 
sauce
47. Equal to one hun-
dredth of  a yen
48. Master’s degree in 
Business
49. Beer from a keg 
(2wrds)
50. Humorously sar-
castic
52. Superheroically 

attired
54. One of  3 cantons 
of  Switzerland
55. British slang for 
toilets
58. The chief  offical 
in a sports match
60. Body (excluding 
head, neck and limbs)
61. Classic wooden 
chair
65. At no time in the 
past or future (ar-
chaic)
66. Island with cor-
al reef  surrounding a 
lagoon
67. Enact services 
again
69. A hypothetical hy-
drocarbon radical re-
garded as an essential 
residue of  octane
72. To listen with
74. Infection of  the 
eyelid
75. At risk to experi-
ence something un-
pleasant
78. Severe spasm of  
pain
79. Totally absorbed 
or engrosed
81. Video game broth-
er to Luigi
83. Digit on a foot
84. Window covering
88. Earlier in time 
than
89. Titillating
90. Colombian capital
91. Colour associated 
with communism
92. Noosed ropes used 

to catch animals
93. Elegant
DOWN 
1. Fatty, pinkish flesh 
of  small salmon
2. Bottomless gulf
3. Dealing with those 
channelling the spir-
it world
4. Expansive measure-
ment
5. Legless pants
6. 1/60 of  a minute
7. Open-mouthed as-
tonishment
8. Fred’s wife on I 
Love Lucy
9. Plants of  the genus 
Limonium
10. Up to a time that 
(abbrev.)
11. A Hebrew judge
12. Must be kept sa-
cred
13. Regarding
14. Dig in
15. One who con-
sumes
20. Televisions Oscars
25. Remove
28. “And they’re ___!”
30. European eagle
33. Content of  cog-
nition
34. To think (archaic)
36. Take in solid food
37. Love
38. British short story 
writer (1870-1916)
40. One of  the three 
gifts brought by the 
wise men
41. A sponsor who 
books public enter-

tainment
42. Grossly over-
weight
43. Extreme state of  
adversity
45. Home with half-
floors
51. 365 days
53. Of  the highest 
quality (2wrds)
56. She’s accused of  
breaking up the Bee-
tles
57. Look at with 
amourous intention
59. An elaborate party
62. Knock uncon-
scious
63. Dry red Bordeaux-
like wines
64. Getting stuck in...
68. Representation
69. Freshwater car-
nivorous mammal 
with webbed feet
70. Child’s household 
task
71. Arborous
73. The relative mag-
nitude of  two quan-
tities
76. Beer measurement
77. Present time or 
age
80. Photographs 
(slang)
82. Type of  one-celled 
microorganism
85. Woodstock was 
this to the 60’s
86. Street racers use 
this to boost engine
87. “Apprentice” 
broadcaster

February 9
8:40 AM Three dogs were reported 

stolen from a Hawkesville Road prop-
erty. The Bischons were taken about 
two weeks prior. While reporting the 
animals missing, the property owner 
noted that about four months earlier 
they had received bad cheques for 
two Jack Russell Terriers. The issuer 
of those cheques is under investiga-
tion by the North Wellington OPP for 
dog thefts.

4:40 PM An Elmira man was 
charged with ‘improper turn’ fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Dunke and Church 
streets in Elmira. The man was at-
tempting to turn right from Church 
Street onto Dunke Street when his 
vehicle struck the side of a stopped 
northbound vehicle. There were no 
injuries. Damages were described as 
moderate.
5:20 PM A two-vehicle collision 

took police to the intersection of 
New Jerusalem and Sawmill roads, 
where a Cambridge woman was 
charged with ‘fail to yield to traf-
fic on through highway.’ While at-
tempting to turn right from New 
Jerusalem Road, the woman struck 
a westbound vehicle. She reported 
minor injuries, but didn’t require 
hospitalization.

February 10
8:02 PM An employee of the Petro 

Canada gas bar in downtown Elmira 
reported the theft of $25 in gas. The 
driver of a grey Ford – described as 
a man in his 30s with a moustache 
and brown hair – pumped the gas 
and fled without paying. He was last 
seen heading south on Arthur Street. 
Police were unable to locate the sus-
pect vehicle.
8:03 PM Icy road conditions were 

blamed for a single-vehicle collision 
on Northfield Drive, near Jigs Hollow 
Road. An area-woman was north-
bound when she lost control of her 
vehicle and rolled into a ditch. Her 
vehicle was demolished. The driver 
reported minor head injuries but 
didn’t require hospitalization. There 
were no charges.
8:12 PM Another single-vehicle 

collision was pinned on icy road con-
ditions, this time on Lobsinger Line. 
A Millbank woman reported losing 
control before she rolled into a ditch. 

The vehicle sustained significant 
damage. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

February 11
1:10 AM Two 17-year-old St. Cle-

ments boys were charged with three 
offences following a routine patrol 
stop on Peter Street in the settle-
ment. The driver was charged with 
‘under 19, consume alcohol,’ driving 
in violation of his G2 licence and is-
sued a 12-hour drivers’ licence sus-
pension. A passenger, also 17, was 
charged with ‘under 19, consume 
alcohol.’
8:03 AM Sometime overnight, a 

pickup truck parked at a residence 
on Heidelberg’s Arthur Street was 
entered. A wallet, containing identi-
fication, and a spare key for the truck 
were taken. There are no suspects.
4:52 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection of 
Church and Arthur streets in Elmira. 
The vehicles were westbound when 
the lead vehicle, while attempting to 
turn right, stopped for a pedestrian 
crossing the road. A trailing vehicle 
failed to stop and a collision ensued. 
Damages were minor. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.

February 12
10:40 AM Police were called to a 

Sandy Hills Drive property after three 
men were seen hunting nearby. 
Upon investigation, police learned 
the hunters had permission from the 
property owner.
12:20 PM An Arthur Street, Elmira 

resident reported the overnight theft 
of their front licence plate, bearing 
marker 391 5NK. There are no sus-
pects. 
3:30 PM An area resident called 

police after noticing four men car-
rying riffles as they walked down 
David Street in Wellesley Village. The 
men, police reported, were part a 
Canadian Armed Forces winter train-
ing exercise in the area.

February 13
2:35 PM A small quantity of beer 

was reported stolen from a resi-
dence on Linwood’s John Place. The 
beverages were taken sometime 
overnight. There are no suspects.

February 14
7:23 AM Several items were taken 

from a vehicle parked at an Alfred 
Street, Linwood residence. Sometime 
overnight, a portable CD player, sev-
eral CDs and a Motorola cell phone 
with charger were taken. There are 
no suspects.
8:45 AM A St. Jacobs-area resident 

found a CB radio while on a walking 
trail along the Grand River. The Real-
istic-brand CB – which isn’t new, but 
was found in its box – is being held 
at the Elmira police station pending 
owner identification.
9:12 AM Police were called to 

the scene of a collision between a 
horse-and-buggy and a car on Flo-
radale Road. A Floradale-area man 
was northbound on the shoulder 
with his horse-and-buggy when he 
attempted to turn left into a private 

driveway. Upon doing so, he entered 
the path of a northbound vehicle 
and a collision resulted. The horse-
and-buggy scraped the side of the 
passing vehicle, as both operators 
took evasive action. There were no 
injuries. The horse-and-buggy opera-
tor was warned about his behavior.
11:13 PM A single-vehicle collision 

attracted police to Ament Line, near 
Lavery Road. A Millbank girl was 
eastbound when she lost control of 
her vehicle on an ice patch, struck 
a ditch and rolled over. The vehicle 
sustained heavy damage. There were 
no injuries. No charges were laid.

February 15
10:46 PM A North York man was 

charged with ‘driver fail to surrender 
licence’ after an armoured vehicle 
left the road and turned onto its side 
in a ditch on Arthur Street, near the 
Conestogo River. The driver reported 
he lost control on the icy roadway. 
Neither the driver nor two security 
guards in the back were injured. Po-
lice stood guard over the site while 
the currency cargo was transported 
to another armoured vehicle.

February 16
2:20 AM A Gerber Road farmer, 

near Wellesley Village, called police 
after three men tried to steal fuel 
from a tank on his property. The 
three suspects rode onto the proper-
ty in a pickup truck, which fled soon 
after the farmer released his dogs. A 
licence plate marker was obtained; 
the investigation continues.

DEATH NOTICESDEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES
BLAIR, George Campbell
Of Kitchener, at Freeport Health Centre, 
on Saturday, February 12, 2005, in his 76th 
year.
Local relatives are daughter Margie 
Cressman and her husband Tim of 
Linwood.

CLARK, Rella (nee Israel)
Peacefully, on Thursday, February 10, 2005, 
at Toronto Western Hospital, Rella Clark, 
age 87 years.
Local relatives are sister Viola Axt and her 
husband Helmer of Elmira.

FRANKLIN, Ann (Mrs. Art)
Peacefully, on Saturday, February 12, 
2005, at Lisaard House, Cambridge, Ann 
(Ladoucer) Franklin, age 58 years, of 
Elmira.

Beloved wife of Art Franklin of Elmira. 
Dearly loved mother of Tammy, Jennifer 
and Kristy, all at home. Loving sister of Kim 
and Don Yates of Cambridge and Michael 
and Anne Ladoucer of Toronto. Fondly 
remembered by Robin Yates of Cambridge, 
Karen and Gerry McKeown of Toronto. Also 
lovingly remembered by her many nieces, 
nephews and their families. Ann will be 
missed by her Uncle Mick and Aunt Sylvia, 
Uncle Chris and Aunt Sandy and their 
families, all of England. Ann was a special 
“Nannie” to many children in Elmira and 
area.
Predeceased by her parents, Frank and 
Mary (Price) Ladoucer.
At Ann’s request cremation has taken 
place. A memorial and visitation for family 
and friends took place on Tuesday and 
Wednesday 

HORST, David
Peacefully, on Saturday, February 12, 2005, 
at Squamish, B.C. , while on vacation. 
David Horst, aged 80 years, of Waterloo.
David was a faithful member of the 
Hawkesville Mennonite Church.

MARTIN, Cecil
Peacefully went home to be with the Lord 
on Thursday, February 10, 2005, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener, Cecil Martin, in 
his 68th year of Elmira.

ROY, Gladwin
Passed away peacefully, surrounded by his 
loving family, at Forest Heights Long Term 
Care Centre on Wednesday, February 9, 
2005, at the age of 83 year.
Local relatives are daughter Margaret 
Raniga and her husband Lal of Elmira.
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RICHARD VIVIAN

A DAY OF AGRICULTURAL 
LEARNING  More than 
600 people turned out at 
the Linwood Recreation 
Centre Feb. 15 for Linwood 
Agricultural Day. The day-
long event featured about 30 
information display booths 
– including this one with 
Pierry McLean of the Linwood 
Veterinary Services – on 
an array of farming-related 
topics.

LEARNING ABOUT FARM LIFE
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE

���������������������������

669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

RESTAURANTS
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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LIVESTOCK TRUCKING
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A Winterbourne hockey tradition 375 homes, plus one Ministry releases fisheries plan

▼ See EDSS page 24
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A silver day was in 
store for students 
from Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary 

School, as eight players took 
home second place finishes at 
an impromptu debating tour-
nament held at the local high 
school Feb. 9. 

Devon Galloway, Jordan 
Schmidt, Laura Sloboda and 
Nicole Trautrim took home a 
second-place finish for senior 
performance, while Tristan 
Neill, Wren Laing, Brittany 
Jones and Laura Hilderley 
came in second in the junior 
division, half a point behind 
Eastwood Collegiate Insti-
tute. 

The results were especially 
satisfying for Carolyn Knapp, 
head of the EDSS debating 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local students 
took a hands-
on approach 
to their career 

path, as they headed to 
the Guelph and Doon 
campuses of Cones-
toga College for a tech-
heavy afternoon, part 
of the Waterloo Region 
District School Board’s 

War of words has silver lining
Eight EDSS students take home second-place finishes at local debate tournament

society and tournament orga-
nizer. 

“I think it’s wonderful that 
we did well. At an impromptu 
tournament, you really have to 
think on your feet … and to get 
eight medals winners is pretty 
good. I’m delighted,” she said. 

A total of 94 debaters – split 
into 32 senior and 14 junior 
teams – from 10 regional 
schools braved snowy weather 
to compete in last week’s tour-
nament. 

Done in impromptu parlia-
mentary style, the tournament 
gave students no chance to pre-
pare detailed arguments; they 
were informed of the topic a 
mere 20 minutes before start-
ing each round.

“They weren’t entirely po-
litical or topics that required a 
great deal of research. They’re 
meant to be more witty topics,” 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The slate of healthcare 
services at the Lin-
wood nurse practitio-
ner’s office has grown, 

thanks to a $2,600 grant from 

Medical assessments made easier in Linwood
Community fund grant purchases assessment equipment for nurse practitioner’s office

the Kitchener Waterloo Com-
munity Fund. Several teaching 
tools and assessment equip-
ment were purchased with the 
money – officially awarded 
to the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, which oversees 
the Linwood office.

With a panoptic ophthalmo-
scope now available, nurse 
practitioner Candice Bray 
can assess patients with dia-
betes and hypertension (high 
blood pressure) by viewing the 
nerves and blood vessels at the 
back of their eyes.

“She (Bray) does see a fair 
number of people who require 
that kind of assessment and 
to have that particular piece 
of equipment allows her to do 
the assessment as opposed to 
having to send them someplace 
else to get it done,” explained 

Denise Squire, WCHC execu-
tive director. “That particular 
piece of equipment was cer-
tainly identified as being help-
ful for her … given the types of 
things she’s seeing in her case-
load.”

▼ See LINWOOD page 23

Students take an early glance into college life
Budding tech students check out workshops at Trades and Technology Career Day

third annual Trades and 
Technology Career Day 
Feb. 17. 

A total of 66 students, in-
cluding 13 from Floradale 
Public School, 24 St. Ja-
cobs PS kids and 29 from 
Breslau PS, joined an es-
timated 600 students from 
across Waterloo Region, 
for a day-long program 
which offered budding 
tech junkies a chance to 
get up close and personal 

with their dream jobs.  
“It’s an exposure to ca-

reer options other than 
post-secondary school-
ing, and what’s offered 
at schools for trades and 
technology,” said Derek 
Ethier, spokesperson for 
WRDSB. “Programs [to-
day] are asking them to 
decide so much earlier 
and make these career 
choices in high schools, 
so this gives them a little 

preamble and helps them 
decide what they want to 
take in high school.”

Now in its third year, 
the college career day 
program featured a total 
of 11 workshops, includ-
ing carpentry, electri-
cal apprenticeship and 
chemical engineering, 
among others. New this 
year were health science 
workshops in fields such 
as nursing and paramed-

ics.
Each workshop group, 

consisting of 15-20 kids, 
spent 45 minutes trying 
out their chosen technol-
ogy. While the day also 
featured presentations by 
Skills Canada and Cones-
toga College, Ethier said 
the workshops were the 
real highlight of the day. 

“[The workshops] are 
hands-on, interactive 
and give them some expo-

sure. They build some-
thing mechanical, or 
something like that,” 
he said, adding that 
the program is very 
popular among local 
schools.

Thirteen students 
from Floradale PS made 
to trek to Doon.

“These are kids who 
see themselves going 
into the trades pro-

▼ See STUDENTS page 24

Good ol’ fashioned pond hockey returned to Winterbourne Feb. 12, as 
the Dumarts held their fifth annual three-on-three tournament. Eight 
teams came out and raised $400 for the Woolwich Community fund. 
Mark Harris, Tim Boettger, Jake Baleshta and Woody Dumart won.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources released a five year tail fish-
eries plan Feb. 16 to help maintain and develop the Grand River’s brown 
trout fishery. The tailwater fishery extends from Belwood down to the 
West Montrose covered bridge. 

The 375-home Thomasfield subdivision in Breslau got a new neighbour 
this week: Woolwich council approved plans to rezone a property at 65 
Woolwich St. N., creating a new building lot. The bylaw passed Feb. 15 
allows for the extension of municipal services to the lot.

HEAD TO HEAD   Debater Nicole Trautrim (left) was the recipient of a silver medal during the tournament Feb. 9. EDSS teacher 
Carolyn Knapp (right) organized the event, which featured 36 schools and more than 90 debaters. KYLE REA
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Ontario pours millions into meat safety
Latest move to bolster consumer confidence has farmers watching
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COME SEE US IN OUR BRAND NEW FACILIT Y!

VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

669-2831
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PRE-OWNED INVENTORY CLEARANCE
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Without the device at the 
Linwood office, patients 
– many of whom travel by 
horse-and-buggy – were 
forced to go elsewhere 
for their assessments be-
fore returning to Bray for 
care.

In addition to providing 
an increased level of ser-
vice, the new equipment 
also allows Bray to more 
fully exercise the scope 
of her practice, Squire 
noted.

Several teaching aids 
– including charts, a 
diabetes kit and three-di-
mensional anatomy mod-
els – were also paid for 
through the grant.

“It’s useful in trying to 
do some health promo-
tion and health educa-
tion teaching with peo-
ple, particularly if you 
want to get beyond just 
the treatment and help 
people understand ‘this 
is how you need to move 
differently,’ ‘this is what 
happened,’ ‘this is how 
it looks’ so people get a 
better understanding of 
their injury or disease,” 

Squire continued.
“If they’ve got a complex 

joint issue, it’s harder to 
understand if you’re just 
looking at a picture than 
with a three-dimensional 
– she can actually demon-
strate to somebody how 
the knee should and how 
in their particular case it 
may not be working.” 

The grant money was 
made available to the 
WCHC in October, but of-
ficials wanted to wait un-
til the majority of items 
had been purchased and 
put into action before an 
announcement was made 
late last week.

“We are very aware that 
Wellesley Township has 
been greatly under-ser-
viced for family medi-
cine for many years. And 
to provide support – be 
it through equipment 
– to make the provision of 
medical care to those res-
idents more timely and 
more effective was a real 
pleasure for us,” commu-
nity fund executive di-
rector Rosemary Smith 
said of why the grant was 
awarded.

Continued from page 22

Linwood health 
centre benefits 

from community 
foundation fund

Ontario is commit-
ting significant 
new resources to 

meat safety, and enact-
ing legislation (called the 
Food Safety and Quality 
Act) to enhance what we 
eat, and what we sell to 
others to eat. It’s a move 
aimed squarely at com-
forting increasingly cau-
tious consumers, and 
calming jittery export 
markets.

Farmers, who are head-
ed for Queen’s Park Mar. 2 
to rally for an emergency 
bail-out, are watching.

Many farmers say 
they’re going broke. Yet, 
they understand why 
Ontario Agriculture and 
Food Minister Steve Pe-
ters announced Tuesday 
he’s forking over millions 
of dollars – up to $25 mil-
lion over three years – to 
help processors take steps 
to improve meat safety.

The province has an un-
enviable meat safety im-
age. First, it laid off gov-
ernment meat inspectors 
in the late 1990s, then 
winced as a major meat 
processor was shut down 
in late 2003 for safety in-
fractions.

To rebuild trust, in Jan-
uary 2004 Justice Roland 
Haines was appointed by 
the Ontario government 
to conduct an indepen-
dent review of the prov-

ince’s meat regulation 
and inspection system.

Six months later, he filed 
a report calling for tough-
er meat safety rules. His 
recommendations have 
sparked the Ontario 
government’s latest food 
safety and quality effort.

Farmers want action. 
They won’t fault the min-
ister for trying to win 
consumers’ confidence. 
They won’t say he’s out 
of line for trying to make 
sure Ontario food safety 
and quality legislation is 
on par with that of other 
provinces, who are like-
wise in the export busi-
ness.

The minister says the 
health of all Ontarians is 
better protected by pro-
claiming the Food Safety 
and Quality Act, and by 
introducing a new, stron-
ger meat safety regula-
tion.

How can farmers argue 
with that?

And he’s following rec-
ommendations made by 
Justice Haines, strength-
ening and broadening 
safety and quality stan-
dards, and harmonizing 
them with national stan-
dards. 

That’s exactly what he’s 
supposed to do – follow 
the advice of the person 
put in charge of the re-
view. 

Complaints from farm-
ers? No way.

The opposition, of 
course, rose up against 
this announcement, 
likely getting it more ink 
than it would have other-
wise. The opposition won-
ders why the province is 
enacting food quality and 
safety legislation when, 
in its words, farmers 
will no longer be able to 

afford to produce food. 
I’m curious about where 
the opposition thinks 
the province will get the 
$300 million farmers will 
be campaigning for at 
their Mar. 2 rally. Maybe 
it thinks the money will 
come from the billions 
of dollars the premier is 
trying to squeeze out of 
Ottawa.

Governments have a 

history of standing by 
farmers when times are 
tough, and this govern-
ment will, too. The public 
understands how tough 
things are for farmers 
– they’ve read the head-
lines and participated in 
events supporting farm-
ers, such as the Aug. 1 
cross-Canada beef BBQ. 

The Mar. 2 rally is be-
ing driven by grain and 
oilseed farmers. To most 
people, a farmer is a 
farmer is a farmer. If the 
U.S. closes its border to 
beef and then later makes 
it tough for pork to cross 

the border, too – while 
simultaneously putting 
record amounts of mon-
ey into its own farmers’ 
pockets – Ontarians un-
derstand the impact this 
has on all farmers.

But their health – not 
farmers’ incomes – are 
their major concern. If 
Peters can point to mea-
sures that show how he’s 
protecting Ontarians’ 
health through new leg-
islation, he’s likely to 
find a more sympathetic 
ear among his colleagues 
when he asks for millions 
of dollars in support.
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Important Notice to Employers
Need summer help? Hire a student!

The Summer Career Placements initiative, a key element
of the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment
Strategy, provides wage subsidies to help employers hire
students for 6 to 16 weeks during the summer. Private,
public and not-for-profit employers are invited to submit
their application by:

Friday, April 1, 2005
This initiative aims to provide students with work 
experience related to their field of study. Applications will
be assessed based on the eligibility criteria, regional and
local priorities, the quality of the work experience offered,
as well as budget availability.

To apply or to find out more about this initiative, please
contact the nearest Human Resource Centre of Canada
or call 1 800 935-5555.

Or visit www.youth.gc.ca and
click on Employers.

explained Knapp. 
Students debated a dif-

ferent topic each round 
– ‘status is the only thing 
that matters,’ for the first 
and ‘down is better than 
up’ for the second. Both 
were left open enough for 
the students to add flexi-
bility to their arguments. 

“The kids had to come 
up with definitions of 
each and reasons why … 
and the other side had to 
argue those points,” said 
Bob Marsh regional co-
ordinator for the Ontario 
Student Debating Union. 
“What we wanted the 
kids to do is to have an 
argument that has con-
tent, is complicated and 
develops their skills.”

Nicole Trautrim was 
one of 10 senior teams 
from EDSS who waged 
impromptu war at the 
event. Together with her 
partner, Laura Sloboda, 
they fought the good fight 
against schools from all 
over Waterloo Region to 
take second place.

grams,” said Floradale PS 
teacher Debra McCarter. 
“So it’s a good idea to see 
and smell what jobs are 
available in their field.”

She said discovery and 
career choices are what 
she would like the stu-
dents to take away from 
Thursday’s event. 

“I would like them to 
know what’s available 
for them. I can take them 
to the high school and  
tell them what jobs will 
be available with their 
skills, but unless they see 
it and see what they can 
do ... 

“They have to make 
informed choices at 
high school and pick the 
courses that get them 
where they need to go,” 
she said. “There’s a lot of 
information that young 
folks have to deal with. 
And the more informa-
tion they have, the better 
they are able to decide.”

Students from Breslau 
and St. Jacobs spent 
Thursday afternoon at 
the Guelph campus for 
their tech day. 

Ethier added a second 
Trades and Technology 
day is to follow on May 17. 

Continued from page 22

“I thought it was a re-
ally good experience. I 
had a fairly challenging 
debate in the first round 
and the second one was 
fairly easy and it was an 
interesting topic,” said 
Trautrim.

“I was the opposition for 
the [second] one. Usually 
it’s hard to be the opposi-
tion because the govern-
ment states what the rules 
and definitions are. But 
the team as government 
chose a very open defini-
tion – that up and down 
were direction and scale, 
so my partner and I used 
that to our advantage, for 
mood … heaven versus 
hell and things like that.”

The next step for Trau-
trim will be a trip to the 
regional senior finals at 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity on Tuesday (Feb. 22). 
Four debating squads 
from EDSS will be off 
to that match-up where 
they’ll put their debating 
skills to the utmost test 
in a six-hour, three-round 
battle royale. 

Continued from page 22

Students 
facing the 

future
EDSS debate 
team brings 
home silver
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The best way to let 
all your friends and 
neighbours know

BIRTHDAY
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING SPECIALISTS

Advance
Millwrights

Inc.
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FAMILY
ALBUM

IN MEMORIAMBIRTH NOTICE BIRTH NOTICE

THANK YOU

IN MEMORIAM

Look 
who’s 40

And that’s no 
fish story!

Love,
All Your Family

It’s a Girl!
MOODER: Doug, Tracey 
(nee Chadbourne) and big 
brother Chase are pleased 
to announce the early arrival 
of Delaney Kathleen June 
on December 26th, 2004, 
weighing 4lbs 8 ozs. Special 
thanks to Dr. Shannon, Dr. 
Wakim and Delivery nurse 
Wanda. Also thanks to all 
the 4th floor & NICU nurses 
at Grand River Hospital. 
Proud grandparents Velma 
Chadbourne and Norman 
Robertson of Kincardine, Ev 
Colling and Don Chadbourne 
of Kinloss, George Mooder of 
Elmira. Thank you Dr. Martin 
at S.O.F.T. (London).

ALLES: Grandma Nancy is 
thrilled to announce the ar-
rival of her second Grandchild... 
Parker, born Feb 8, 05. Very proud 
parents are Rob & Melanie. 
Uncle Tim & Aunt Celeste are 
very happy for Ashton to have a 
new cousin & playmate. Grandpa 
Craig is very proud to once again 
carry on the Alles name. Con-
grats to “First Time” Quickfall 
Grandparents and Uncle Wes.

A wonderful and very special 
heartfelt thank you to all those 
who attended my surprise 
60th birthday party. My fam-
ily and friends went all out to 
ensure that I was royally ush-
ered into my sixth decade. It 
was a party I’ll long remember. 
Thanks for all the cards, gifts, 
and well wishes.
Papa John, Kappes Esq.

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF OUR 

SISTER-IN-LAW
BARBARA SCHAEFER
1 Year Ago Feb. 14, 04

If all the world were ours to give
We’d give it - yes and more,
To see your loving smile again,
And greet you at our door.
How oft there comes before us,
Your dear face, kind and true;
For death can never take away,
Our memories of you.

Earl & Susan
Richard & Doris

David & Jeanette

Schaefer, Barbara M.
In loving memory of a dear 
wife, mother and grandmother, 
who passed away one year ago 
February 14, 2004.

To hear your voice and see your 
smile.
To sit with you and talk awhile,
To be together in the same old way 

would be our greatest wish today.
So please God take a message to 

our precious one up above,
Tell her we miss her terribly and 

give her all our love.
Love, 
Husband Gary, children Charlene 
and husband Jim, Todd and wife 
Kim and grandchildren Jasmine, 
Austin, Matthew and Lucas

This week’s 
death notices 

are 
published on 

page 19
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Venus, our dark and most inhospitable sister
Q.  If planets in our solar 
system were rated on their 
hospitality to life, which one 
would come in dead last?

A.  Venus, our “sister 
planet,” with a diameter 
and density much like 
Earth, but all family re-
semblance ends there, says 
Bob Berman in Secrets 
of the Night Sky. Day and 
night, the forecast never 
varies:  highs around 850 
F., lows around 850 F.  It’s 
a stygian sauna, more 
scorching than even sun-
hugging Mercury because 
of its thick atmosphere 
trapping heat.  This is the 
infamous “greenhouse 
effect,” the place that put 
the phrase on the map.

Worse, the Venusian sur-
face is hit with 90 times 
the air pressure of Earth, 
making it the most effi-
cient pressure cooker in 
the solar system.  “A few 

seconds would turn the 
cow who jumped over the 
moon into beef stew.  The 
first Russian spacecraft 
lasted just 23 minutes 
before it could no longer 
transmit its nightmarish 
report from the surface.”
Q.  If a huge vat were filled 
somehow with human stom-
ach acid and an automobile 
dropped in, would it dissolve?  
Assume the vat doesn’t dis-
solve.

A.  The hydrochloric acid 
of the human digestive 
process is so strong it will 
easily eat through a cotton 
handkerchief and even 
through the iron of a car 
body, says Isaac Asimov 
in his Book of Facts.  The 
stomach walls themselves 
are protected by a thin 
film of sticky mucus.

In one actual case, says 
Daybreak magazine of the 
University of California-

San Francisco, a penny 
swallowed four days ear-
lier by a two-year-old was 
found riddled with holes, 
and an ulcer had devel-
oped where the coin was 
lodged.

Most swallowed coins 
pass harmlessly, but in 
some cases the metals re-
act with the acid to form 
toxic substances that 
cause inflammation.  Cu-
riously, U.S. pennies mint-
ed after 1982 — of mostly 
zinc — have been found to 
cause more stomach dam-
age than earlier ones — 95 
percent copper, only 5 per-
cent zinc.  Coins made of 
nickel do little harm in 
this way.

Q.  The word “borborygmi” 
is vaguely onomatopoeic, 
sounding like what it means.  
So what does it mean?

A.  Borborygmus (sin-
gular) is the sudden rum-
bling or gurgling of a hun-
gry stomach, or of the di-
gesting intestines.  Blame 
peristaltic contractions, 
microbial gas factories 
and the megaphonelike 
membrane of the abdo-
men.

Borborygmi are hun-
dreds of millions of years 
old, with stomachs dat-
ing to the first jawed fish 
that now needed a stor-
age place for larger prey, 
says David Bodanis in 
The Body Book. While the 

moderate human belly 
can hold three pints, a 
dog can go to five, a wolf 
eight, and a cow — with 
four separate chambers 
and a practically bottom-
less need to munch grass 
— does a good-sized bath-
tubful.  “Those who have 
seen a cow regurgitate... 
report that it is a sight 
never to be forgotten, and 
seemingly never to end ei-
ther.”
Q.  What’s the postmortem 
time-frame for medical re-
moval of donated organs and 
tissues?

A.  While organs are gen-
erally taken with the heart 
still pumping blood, eye 
tissues for corneal trans-
plants survive well for sev-
eral hours without oxygen, 
says Kenneth V. Iserson in 
Death to Dust.

Skin for burn victims 
can be recovered for up to 

24 hours after death, if the 
cadaver has been refriger-
ated.  Here the donor must 
be at least 5-feet and weigh 
100 pounds so the skin 
sheets are big enough.  
Still, three donors (15 
sq. ft.) are required for a 
single graft of a typical 
child’s burns, and many 
such grafts are needed per 
patient.  “Fishnetting” 
holes into the skin can in-
crease size yield.

Organs are trickier, 
coming from brain-dead 
patients whose bodies are 
kept functioning as the or-
gans are removed in pre-
cise sequence for optimal 
survival — heart, lungs 
and liver first, then may-
be small intestines, etc.  
So exacting is this that 
“organ procurement looks 
like any other surgical op-
eration on a critically ill 
or injured person.”
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884

February 19
Roast Beef Dinner 5 – 7 p.m. Trinity United Church, 
21 Arthur St., N., Elmira. Adults $12, children age 5-
12 $5, under five free. Tickets available until Feb. 17 
at Read’s Decorating 669-3658 or the Church Office 
669-5560. 

February 20
Heartsong Trio, 7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian 
Church, 685 Avenue at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. For 
more information call 888-7870. Free-will offering. 

February 21 
Gentle Steps Towards Fitness Registration 
begins Feb. 21 for the session Mar. 15 – May 10. 
Tues. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Cost $22.50. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
Seniors On The Go Registration begins Feb. 21 
for the session Mar. 24 – May 12. Thurs. 10:45 – 
11:45 a.m. Cost $20. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 664-3794.
Gentle Moves Registration begins Feb. 21 for the 
session Mar. 21 – May 16. Mon. 7-8 p.m. Cost $22. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794.
Better Bones registration begins Feb. 21 for 
session Mar. 23 – May 11. Wed. 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Cost $22. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794.
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics registration 
begins for session Mar. 21 – May 25. Mon., Wed., 
and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Cost $60.50. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics registration 
begins Feb. 21 for session Mar. 22 – May 26. Tues. 
& Thurs. 7 p.m. Cost $55. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.

February 22
Steps To Heart Health 3 – 5 p.m. A group program 
for those with high cholesterol. No cost. Registration 
is required. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

February 25 
The First Tap – The Waterloo Wellington Maple Syrup 
producers and the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival invite 
you to the first tree tapping ceremony of the season. 
10:30 a.m., ceremony 11 a.m., lunch 11:30. Maple Syrup 
“Shack” of John and Dorothy Hertzberger, 1107 Sugar 
Forest Place – off Regional Rd. 22 (Northfield Dr) approx. 
2 km south of Regional Rd 86 (watch for signs). 
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents and their 
children (0-5 yr). Topic: Keeping Fit – Before and After 
Your Baby. Learn exercises to do at home (Karen Martin). 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

February 26 
Woolwich Community Lions Club 2nd Annual “House 
Parties” fundraiser from 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Trinity 
United Church (Arthur St. Elmira). A fun filled event 
with various different “home party” consultants. All 
proceeds to our Playground Equipment Project at Lions 
Park in Elmira. 

February 27
Jubilation Chorus; a 50-member male choir will be 
performing at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs at 7 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Free-will offering and refreshments. 
Our church is wheelchair accessible.
Sunday Evening Service 7 p.m. Guest speaker Rev. 
George Sim. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 685 
Highpoint Ave., Waterloo. Free-will offering. 888-7870.

February 28
Elmira and District Horticultural Society meeting, 
7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church. Guest speaker 
Gwynn Brundret who will speak on Hosta. All are 
welcome. Refreshments. 

March 4
World Day of Prayer 2005 – 7:30 p.m. at St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S. Elmira. Services 
in many local churches. For more information in 
the services being held in this community, please 
contact: Jean Adamson 669-2596.
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com
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Frey 
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Mildred 
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BROKER
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Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family 
room complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $202,900. 
Other semi-detached models starting at $193,900. 
Single family homes starting at $225,900. Quick 
possession available.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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