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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A neighbourhood dispute Wool-
wich council deemed settled 
more than three years ago is 
alive and well, and headed for 

next week’s agenda.
Residents of Elmira’s Burlwood Drive 

are expected to make an appeal for 
changes to the proposed fence line 
separating their Birdland subdivision 
homes from the adjoining municipal 
woodlot when they attend a Feb. 19 
committee-of-the-whole meeting.

The bid revives a November 2001 
council decision to install a chainlink 
fence rather than a so-called living 
fence (bushes and shrubs). That vote 
overturned an earlier agreement to go 
with the natural divider, itself a later 
compromise from the original devel-
opment plan calling for a chainlink 
fence.

The confusion was even more pro-
nounced when the issue arose at a Feb. 

Home,
sick
home

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Atlanta 
Thrasher Dany 
Heatley pleaded 
guilty in the death 

of Elmira native Dan Snyder, 
the Snyder family was right 
there to show their support. 

They travelled to Atlanta last 
week to tell the court about 
the loss they’ve suffered since 
a 2003 car accident took Dan 
from them and to ask that the 
man behind the wheel, Heatley, 
not be sent to jail.

Heatley pleaded guilty Feb. 
4 to second-degree vehicular 
homicide, driving too fast for 

conditions, failure to maintain 
a lane and speeding in rela-
tion to the incident. Two other 
charges – first-degree vehicular 
homicide and careless driving 
– were dropped in exchange for 
the guilty plea. Those more se-
rious charges carried sentenc-
es of up to 20 years in prison.

He was sentenced to three 

years probation and ordered 
to give 150 speeches about the 
dangers of speeding. That sen-
tence, Dan’s father Graham 
Snyder told the Observer, is 
essentially what the family 
wanted.

“We asked for no jail sentence 
and something that would have 
a positive impact,” he said after 

returning home. “I feel it’s 
something we can put behind 
us and continue to try and 
have a positive impact and 
also to continue the healing 
process.”

The Snyders were quick to 
offer their forgiveness and 
support to Heatley following 

Woolwich to revisit 
Birdland neighbourhood 

issue they thought 
was settled in 2001

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Wellesley Village 
family met with its 
lawyer this week 
looking to advance 

a lawsuit against Wellesley 
Township over a range of de-
ficiencies in their home.

Psutkas claim negligence, carelessness in approving occupancy permit
The Psutka family, of 72 

Reiner Crescent, claims the 
municipality “negligently 
and carelessly performed 
its duties with respect to the 
property.” Inspectors should 
have known the house would 
experience flooding, sewage 
backup, drainage  and con-
struction problems at the 

time an occupancy permit 
was issued for the newly 
constructed home. The per-
mit is dated Sept. 31, 1998; 
the family moved in the next 
day.

After several years of try-
ing to negotiate remediation 
work with the home builder 
and township, the Psut-

kas filed a lawsuit seeking 
$200,000 in damages – as well 
as interest and the cost of the 
proceedings. The township 
has in turn filed a lawsuit 
against Boban Developments 
National Ltd., the site devel-
oper, to recover any amount 
awarded to the Psutkas in the 

▼ See WELLESLEY page 5

Family suing 
Wellesley 
Township for 
$200,000

A NEW PLAN  Wellesley resident Wanda Psutka’s new home dreams quickly became a nightmare, with a laundry list of problems. JOE MERLIHAN
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8 SPRING ST., ST. JACOBS
www.stjacobsantiques.com • 664-1243
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• REDUCED PRICES • ANNUAL WINTER SALE•

FEBRUARY SALE
NOW INCLUDES:

Jewellry for your Valentine
Rubies & Diamonds up to 50% off

Used and antiquarian books up to 50% off
Antique furniture, glass & china up to 75% off

GREAT PRICES, HUGE INVENTORY
Displays cover 3 floors in the Old Factory

Located in the village opposite the Stone Crock Restaurant

OUR

Dan’s death on Oct. 5, 
2003. Dan – who had just 
signed a deal to play with 
the Thrashers in the NHL 
– died as a result of com-
plications related to the 
injuries he suffered in a 
collision a week earlier 
while riding in the pas-
senger seat of Heatley’s 
Ferrari.

According to Atlanta 
police, Heatley – born in 
Freiburg, Germany and 
raised in Calgary, Alber-
ta – was travelling about 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Citing contract vio-
lations, the Minis-
try of Transpor-

tation last week tem-
porarily closed down 
the driver and vehicle 
licence office in Elmira, 
reopening it Wednesday 
with a new operator in 
place.

Douglas Dotzert, who 
operates several licence 
offices in southwestern 
Ontario, will run the fa-
cility at 13-B Industrial 
Dr. for the next four to 
six months until the 
MTO finds a full-time 
issuer.

MTO makes changes at Elmira licence office
New rules and paperwork prompted dispute, says previous owner

The move came after the 
ministry shut down the of-
fice Feb. 4, claiming long-
time owner Pat Earl had 
failed to uphold the terms 
of the MTO contract. 

“We closed the office be-
cause the issuer in this 
case violated their con-
tract with the Ministry 
of Transportation,” said 
ministry spokesperson 
Bob Nichols. “The deci-
sion to close comes after 
a number of months of 
performance monitoring 
by us, and trying to work 
with the issuer. We were 
looking forward to seeing 
some changes … [and] 
when we weren’t satisfied 
with how our concerns 

were being addressed, 
we decided to close [the 
office] and terminate the 
contract.”

The office, which is pri-
vately owned and operat-
ed on behalf of the MTO, 
provides services such as 
drivers’ licence renewal 
and registration.

Nichols added there are 
no allegations of fraud or 
any criminal wrongdo-
ing in this case. 

Earl ran the Elmira bu-
reau for 25 years; she said 
that strict ministerial re-
quirements surrounding 
paperwork were behind 
her dismissal. 

“I haven’t done any-
thing illegal or anything 

wrong, it’s just paperwork 
and things like that,” she 
said. “Not dotting all the 
‘I’s and crossing all the 
‘T’s. It’s nothing drastic, 
there’s nothing wrong. 
They have a set of com-
pliance rules and my 
paperwork wasn’t up to 
standard. It was just too 
many changes at once.” 

She added that she’s 
done things this way for 
years, but it was only re-
cently that the MTO took 
issue with her work.

“I put my heart and soul 
into that business for 25 
years and suddenly I’m 
not complying. What 
about the other 24 years? 
After 25 years, suddenly 

they want to change.”
Knowing the ministry 

was primed to take ac-
tion, Earl said she started 
to think about retirement 
last month, announcing 
her decision Feb. 5.

“This just didn’t hap-
pen because of them. I’m 
ready to retire and I’ve 
been talking about what 
to do for six months.”

Now that she has re-
tired, she wants to take 
care of some loose ends 
and relax. 

“I have no plans at all just 
yet. It’s a new path and I 
haven’t decided yet.” 

As for the office Earl is 
leaving behind, it is be-
ing managed by Jane 

Dotzert, who runs the 
site on behalf of the new 
owner. “Everything is 
smooth sailing [here] so 
far,” she said.

Nichols said the new is-
suer is only temporary, 
until the ministry finds 
a new person to serve as 
owner-operator. 

“What was important 
for us was to get the of-
fice open as quickly as 
possible,” he said. 

All transactions pro-
cessed by the office were 
completed on Thursday 
and were not affected at 
all by the closure. Any-
one with concerns can 
contact the MTO at 1-
800-387-3445. 

130 km/h (80 mph), on a 56 
km/h (35 mph) two-lane 
residential road when he 
lost control on a curve 
and crashed into a brick 
pillar and iron fence. The 
impact of the collision 
ripped the car in two.

Heatley has since recov-
ered from a broken left 
jaw and two torn liga-
ments in his right knee.

“The family, and Dany, 
all want to move forward,” 
commented Stacey McAl-
pine, Heatley’s agent. “It’s 
been an extremely emo-

tional roller coaster for 
everyone involved.”

Heatley couldn’t be 
reached for comment.

Since the collision, the 
Snyders and Heatley 
have been in regular con-
tact. Heatley has visited 
them in Elmira a couple 
times, including last July 
when he and his Atlanta 
Thrashers teammates 
took part in the first an-
nual Dan Snyder Memo-
rial Golf Tournament.

The tournament, fol-
lowed by a silent auction, 

raised more than $150,000 
to help fund a new recre-
ation complex in Elmira.

“We keep in touch with 
his (Heatley’s) family as 
well,” Graham Snyder 
said, suggesting the two 
families have a “close” 
relationship. Several 
members of the Heatley 
family also took part in 
the golf tournament.

Had the case gone to 
trial, Heatley was fac-
ing up to 20 years in jail 
and up to U.S. $5,000 in 
fines, if convicted on all 
six original charges. The 
plea agreement – which 

Snyders pushed for light sentence in Heatley case
Continued from cover didn’t include a joint sen-

tencing submission for 
the judge’s consideration 
– prevented a potentially 
lengthy trial, at which 
the Snyders would likely 
have been called to tes-
tify for the defence.

“In our minds, this was 
the best alternative, the 
best option,” Graham 
Snyder said. “That’s one 
thing that has been dealt 
with. [Life] does go on.”

The plea agreement 
should not affect Heat-
ley’s ability to play in 
the NHL, when and if the 
league resumes. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo Region’s 
two smallest 
members want 

the upper tier municipal-
ity to keep the water run-
ning through the pipes. 
Now, the region’s com-
missioner of transporta-
tion and environmental 
services is making the 
rounds to the neighbours, 
looking for support for 
the plan.

Thomas Schmidt drop-
ped in for that chat with 
Woolwich council Feb. 8.

The goal is to transfer 
ownership of water and 
wastewater systems in 
Wellesley and North Dum-
fries townships to the re-
gional government. That 
move requires a so-called 
triple majority: approval 
from regional council, ap-
proval by a majority of the 
region’s seven member-
municipalities, and that 
approval must come from 
municipalities making up 
at least 50 per cent of the 
region’s population.

At least two of the re-

Region seeking Woolwich 
support for water plan
Upper tier government would take ownership of

 water systems in Wellesley, North Dumfries
gion’s three cities must 
endorse the transfer for it 
to go ahead: a Kitchener 
council committee has 
recommended approval, 
but neither Cambridge nor 
Waterloo has taken a posi-
tion, Schmidt noted.

Woolwich councillors 
deferred a decision until 
Feb. 15, looking for more 
time to study the request.

In his address, Schmidt 
explained the two town-
ships both run fairly small 
systems and have limited 
expertise and resources 
available to run them un-
der changing provincial 
government guidelines.

“We see water quality, 
and wastewater treatment 
quality, in both Wellesley 
and North Dumfries re-
maining the same or im-
proving.”

The region has, in fact, 
been operating Welles-
ley’s water and wastewa-
ter systems since 2002, 
and assisting with some 
operations in North 
Dumfries since last sum-
mer. The proposed bylaw 
would officially transfer 
ownership of the systems 

to the region.
While Woolwich coun-

cillors raised no imme-
diate objections to the 
plan, they did express 
concerns about any po-
tential impacts on the 
township. Specifically, 
Coun. Ruby Weber chal-
lenged Schmidt about 
costs, questioning him if 
overhead costs would be 
borne by all taxpayers in 
the region.

“There’s no sharing of 
funding,” Schmidt said 
of administrating the two 
systems, adding costs are 
charged back to the two 
municipalities. “Existing 
staff that are working on 
these systems are charg-
ing the time back to those 
systems.”

In reply to a question 
from Coun. Mark Bau-
man, Schmidt said the re-
gion will make decisions 
about water and wastewa-
ter rates in the two town-
ships, working in part-
nership with the munici-
palities where common 
maintenance work – and 
the resultant expenses 
– has to be carried out.

IT’S OK Dany Heatley embraces 
Graham Snyder at Dan Snyder’s 
2003 funderal.
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   ▼   VALENTINE’S DAY SAYS LOVE ONLY ONCE A YEAR. WOOLWICH OBSERVER SAYS YOU CARE EVERY WEEK. SHOWIN’ WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY THE LOVE SINCE ‘96.

A gift for two

Woolwich stops sign

Three decades 
with a badge

Talking snow in Elmira

Fireworks sales 
restricted to holidays

CORRECTION

KYLE REA
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Valentine’s Day: when a man’s 
thoughts turn to … lingerie, the 
gift that’s for him.

Whether it’s a cliché or not, wom-
en can expect to be showered in chocolate 
and flowers, the staples of the mid-Febru-
ary greeting-card holiday. For some men, 
those tokens of affections are fine and dan-
dy, but lingerie is an item that, more often 
than not, is a gift for both partners.

On the downside, it’s a gift that may come 
with a somewhat awkward shopping expe-
rience as men venture alone into the mys-
terious realm of undergarments.

For most of the year, women make up the 
majority of customers passing through the 
doors at Alexsport in St. Jacobs which sells 
lingerie and women’s nighttime apparel. 
Valentine’s, even more so than Christmas, 
is the exception to that rule.

“We do tend to get a lot of male shoppers. 
And they tend to go for the sexy lingerie,” 
said store owner Cheryl Weber. “We usu-
ally sell anything from thongs to a bra and 
panties set, or just some nice sleepwear for 

A story in last week’s Observer incor-
rectly identified a man arrested in con-
nection with the Jan. 29 daylight rob-
ber of the Shell gas bar in St. Clements. 
Police arrested and charged 19-year-old 
Jay Whitney of no fixed address, as well 
as two 17-year-old boys, with ‘robbery.’ 
The Observer regrets the error.

No longer will stores be allowed to 
carry fireworks year-round in Wellesley 
Township. Meeting Monday evening 
(Feb. 7), council approved a bylaw that 
limits their sale to within 10 days of the 
Victoria Day and Canada Day holidays.
The bylaw has been in the works since 

last summer, when the township saw a 
rash of vandalism complaints, several of 
which involved fireworks in public areas. 
Under the bylaw, fireworks use is also 
limited to private property.
Since 1995, the township has been 

without a bylaw restricting the sale 
of fireworks; the council-of-the-day 
deemed a previous bylaw too restrictive 
for local merchants.

Overturning last week’s decision, Wool-
wich councillors meeting Feb. 8 voted to 
deny a request for a directional sign in 
the Breslau area. Since the previous meet-
ing, the township learned the Ministry of 
Transportation had rescinded its permit 
for the sign because it would be located 
too close (less than 300 metres) to an-
other sign approved by the ministry.
The sign was to advertise the locations 

of St. John’s Kilmarnock School and Troi-
ka Equestrian Centre on Shantz Station 
Road. The two businesses are currently 
seeking an alternative location for the 
billboard.
The discussion prompted Coun. Pat 

McLean to include such markers in coun-
cil’s review of its sign bylaw, expected 
later this year.
“I think we have to seriously look at 

billboard signs – this was presented to us 
as a directional sign. … I would be hard 
pressed to justify this as a directional 
sign: it’s an advertising sign,” she said.

A little more colour was added to Sgt. 
Gary McDowell’s dress uniform this 
week. Waterloo Regional Police chief 
Larry Gravill and Wilmot Township mayor 
Wayne Roth awarded the New Hamburg 
division sergeant a 30-year service pin 
Tuesday morning.
McDowell entered the force in 1973 

and held patrol and detective positions 
in Kitchener and Cambridge before be-
ing promoted to sergeant in 1988. He 
transferred to the New Hamburg division 
- which covers part of Wellesley town-
ship - in 1997 and continues to service 
the community there.

Acting on a recommendation from 
Ward 1 Coun. Pat McLean, Woolwich 
council this week approved plans for a 
public meeting investigating the state of 
sidewalk snow clearing in Elmira.
Tentatively set for late April, the meet-

ing would gauge residents’ satisfaction 
with current practices, and perhaps hear 
alternatives.
“Let’s hear the positives and the nega-

tives, and ask these people what they 
want to do for next year. They’re paying 
for it, if they’re not happy with the ser-
vice, one of the options is we don’t pro-
vide any service in sidewalk clearing,” 
she said Feb. 8. 

Candy is dandy, for some men lingerie is the win-win present on Valentine’s Day
the guys that are a little more practical.”

Silky and slinky are the name of the 
game. And it’s a true mark of the gender 
divide.

“Women buy more practical … they’re 
more likely to buy something they’re 
comfortable sleeping in,” said Weber. “I 
think women like the skimpy fine linge-
rie – they just can’t justify buying it for 
themselves, whereas men can.” 

While sincerely shopping for their wife 
or girlfriend, many of the men who come 
in at this time of year are also shopping 
for themselves, too. “For what one of my 
vendors calls the ‘evening show,” Weber 
laughed.  “It’s all about what goes on later 
in the evening.” 

“We try to cater to things that are going 
to look nice and sexy, but are not going 
to cross over certain lines,” said store 
manager Nita Clements, who noted that 
men also tend to pick costlier items than 
women might.

Although the first trip to a lingerie shop 
may be awkward for some men, staffers 
are quick to put them at their ease. With a 
little prompting – and in some cases a bit 
more help: women’s measurements and 

clothing sizes might as well be rocket sci-
ence for the uninitiated – the hesitant can 
usually be united with just the right little 
thing.

“There’s the odd gentleman that isn’t 
quite sure what he’s looking for. So we gen-
tly approach them and ask them if there’s 
something they’re looking for, or what size 
they’re looking for,” said Clements. “They 
usually come around quite easily.”

Most of the men, explained Weber, are not 
at all shy about walking into the store. 

 “I’ve found that the guys who are buying 
this stuff, know what they’re buying. They 
know [her] size, because it’s not the first 
time they’ve shopped for lingerie.”

Returns, she said, are not very common, 
but if the recipient of a thong, for instance, 
decides to return the item, Weber said they 
like to ensure that another return is not 
necessary by fitting their items to match 
the woman. 

“Women can come in and be fitted. It’s not 
like walking into [a department store]. We 
measure them and make sure the [linge-
rie] fits. By getting us to fit you, you know 
you’re wearing clothes that fit and it looks 
much better under your clothing, too.”

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING  Cheryl Weber (left) and Nita Clements from Alexsport in St. Jacobs find that the number of men who come into their store 
rises dramatically as cupid’s favourite holiday approaches. 
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Every year, thousands of Ontarians stop smoking. 

For themselves. For their families. For life. 

You can too. So set your quit date. And for help, 

call Smokers’ Helpline: 1-877-513-5333.

You’d give up your life for them.
Is that why you’re still smoking?
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The federal govern-
ment’s plan to dis-
tribute gas tax dol-

lars based on population 
isn’t what Wellesley coun-
cil had in mind when it 
asked that rural commu-
nities receive their “fair 
share.” This week, coun-
cil reiterated its concerns 
about being shortchanged 
and asked that another 
method of allocation be 
found.

“I feel that rural mu-
nicipalities, particularly 
with farm assessment be-
ing the way it is, are at 
a definite disadvantage 
in the share of this tax,” 
Coun. Ron Hackett said in 
presenting the motion to 
council. “I think that it’s 
worth it to suggest … that 
a different funding formu-
la be arrived at in terms 

Make gas tax distribution fair, Wellesley tells feds
Rural communities at a “definite disadvantage” if population used to hand out funds

of providing extra money 
to townships like Welles-
ley that have to take a hit 
… because of the low farm 
assessment.”

No alternative funding 
distribution method was 
recommended by council.

Agricultural properties 
are taxed at 25 per cent of 
the rate residential prop-
erties are charged.

During last year’s feder-
al election, Prime Minis-
ter Paul Martin promised 
a new deal for communi-
ties, including five cents 
per litre from federal gas 
taxes – $5 billion over five 
years – starting in the 
coming fiscal year, which 
begins April 1. 

Those funds will be dis-
tributed to the provinces 
and territories based on 
population, with base 
amounts set aside for 
Nunavut, the Northwest 
Territories, Yukon and 

Prince Edward Island – 
which have significantly 
lower populations.

The provincial and fed-
eral governments have yet 
to agree on how the funds 
will be distributed to in-
dividual municipalities. 
The funds are intended to 
assist municipalities with 
infrastructure projects 
such as roads, bridges and 
water/sewer systems.

In October, Wellesley 
council endorsed a mo-
tion calling for rural com-
munities across Canada 
to speak up and demand 
their “fair share” of the 
promised funds, as sev-
eral big-city mayors were 
doing at the time. Since 
then, council has received 
dozens of responses from 
municipalities through-
out the nation in support 
of its motion.

While the federal funds 
have yet to be allocated, 

the province has con-
firmed it will give munici-
palities two cents per litre 
of its gas tax money, start-
ing with one-cent per litre 
this year. Waterloo Re-
gion’s share is expected to 
be nearly $4.5 million in 
2005. That money, howev-
er, was dedicated to tran-
sit services and, as such, 
won’t have much impact 
in the rural townships.

The sole such system in 
rural areas is Kiwanis 
Transit, a specialized 
service for seniors and 
individuals with mobility 
issues.

In setting its 2005 bud-
get last month, regional 
council allocated $3 mil-
lion of the gas tax funds 
to ongoing transit costs 
(wages, fuel, etc.), about 
$1.2 million for expansion 
issues (new routes, subsi-
dies) and about $250,000 
has yet to be allocated, 

explained Larry Ryan, 
chief financial officer for 
Waterloo Region.

With no money com-
ing directly to Wellesley, 
Coun. Joe Nowak said he 
feels residents have been 
shortchanged, or at least 
not consulted. Based on 
his reading of the provin-
cial gas tax eligibility cri-
teria set out by the Minis-
try of Transportation, he 
believes municipalities 
are required to sign over 
their share in cases such 
as Wellesley’s, where an-
other municipality (Wa-
terloo Region) adminis-
ters transit programs.

“It’s saying we (council) 
have to agree to the region 
collecting the money on 
our behalf. I have not seen 
anything come across this 
table. … We have some 
significant deficiencies in 
public transportation in 
the township. I’m a little 

bit disappointed,” he told 
council. “It seems we’ve 
been left in the lurch.

“I’m not saying we 
wouldn’t sign off on it, it’s 
just we’ve been left in the 
dark.”

But according to MTO 
spokesperson Bob Nich-
ols, there is no such re-
quirement. The only 
signed agreement needed 
is between Waterloo Re-
gion and the MTO. That 
agreement is already in 
place, he added.

Contacted by the Observ-
er, Nowak said he plans to 
continue his investigation 
into the matter because 
he feels Wellesley council 
should be consulted on 
how the money is spent.

Representatives from 
the region are expected to 
attend a council meeting 
next month to further dis-
cuss the issues, as well as 
other matters.

12 council meeting, as 
councillors questioned 
why the fence – of any 
kind – had yet to be in-
stalled years after their 
decision.

Director of engineer-
ing and planning Dave 
Gosnay explained the 

received several letters 
and phone calls from 
Burlwood Drive home-
owners concerned about 
what will be built in 
their backyards in the 
spring.

While agreeing to hear 
delegates next Tuesday 
night, councillors ap-

peared largely in favour 
of pushing for the chain-
link option, with only 
Coun. Mark Bauman 
speaking out directly in 
support of the natural 
boundary.

“The issue is not what 
happens to the living 
fence; the issue to me has 

Neighbourhood residents to press for living fence
fence is part of the final 
housekeeping measures 
the developer, Birdland 
Developments, must com-
plete before the township 
signs off on the subdivid-
er’s agreement. The com-
pany has indicated it in-
tends to begin installing 
the fence in April.

Complicating matters, 
he noted, the legal, writ-
ten agreement between 
the township and the de-
veloper calls for a living 
fence, not the chainlink 
fence subsequently de-
manded by council.

In that light, Mayor 
Bill Strauss said he has 

always been a clear de-
marcation between the 
public and private prop-
erty. We’ve had problems 
with encroachment,” said 
Coun. Ruby Weber, add-
ing she was not convinced 
a living fence would do 
the job of protecting mu-
nicipal property.

Continued from cover
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BASEMENT MOULD There’s mould growing in the basement of Wanda Psutka’s home in Wellesley Village. 
The responsibility of fixing that and several other problems with the house lay with Wellesley Township, 
she says.
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Both Crompton Co. 
and the community 
group that serves 

as its watchdog are re-
sponding favourably to 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment directives stem-
ming from last summer’s 
fire at the Elmira chemi-
cal plant.

The final director’s order 
issued by the MOE Jan. 28 
was reviewed by both par-
ties this week.

Under the order, the 
company is to submit a 
report about the June 11, 
2004 blaze within 30 days, 
a hazard analysis, a spills 
prevention plan – com-
plete with a peer review to 
be completed within one 
year – and to arrange a 
public meeting to discuss 
the work proposed in the 
order. 

Both the company and 
the Crompton Public Ad-
visory Committee (CPAC) 
are pleased with the docu-
ment, which they say is 
practical and considered 
their comments and con-
cerns. 

“I believe it’s comprehen-
sive and the direction of it 
is to be proactive in terms 
of reducing or eliminating 
spills in the future,” said 
CPAC chair Pat McLean. 
“That’s a direction that 
CPAC has been very sup-

case, as well as the cost of 
the proceedings.

The legal actions date 
back to September 2003. 
No court date has been 
set.

Even before moving into 
the home, the Psutkas 
noticed there were prob-
lems. Several upgrade 
items they’d paid for were 
missing and an I-beam in 
the basement was only 
supported on one end. 
Several other problems 
where soon discovered, 
including a gap in the 
ceiling between their ad-
joining kitchen and laun-
dry rooms, Wanda Psutka 
told the Observer.

And within a couple 
weeks of moving in, the 
basement started to flood 
and mould began to devel-
op. In one of the flooding 
incidents, they discov-
ered a “two-foot fountain 
of feces flowing from our 
[basement] floor.”

“As a parent, your first 
instinct is to clean it up 
or move. And we can’t do 
either,” she said, explain-
ing they fear cleaning the 
mould because they may 
be blamed for either caus-
ing it or making it worse. 
“If we move, we take … 
an $80,000 to $100,000 loss 
on the house, because no-

Wellesley homeowner wants township to pay
body is going to buy it. If 
you walked into a house 
with two sump pumps 
pumping non-stop, are 
you going to buy it?

“Every time we look, 
we find something else. 
We’re just sick of looking. 
You walk through your 
house with your head 
buried.”

Since the mould began 
to grow – soon after they 
moved in – their three 
children have suffered 
from breathing prob-
lems. The parents also 
continue to experience 
“insane” stress related to 
the matter.

“The mould is through-
out the whole basement; 
we can’t pull drywall 
off upstairs to see (if it’s 
elsewhere),” Psutka con-
tinued, noting they run 
their furnace fan non-
stop, as well as two de-
humidifiers. They also 
periodically run other 
exhaust systems in the 
house – otherwise, she 
said, they can smell the 
mould everywhere.

Immediately, the family 
brought their concerns 
to the builder, Dodig 
Homes. However, those 
items weren’t addressed.  
Representatives from 
Dodig Homes couldn’t 
be reached for comment 

– court documents sug-
gest the company no lon-
ger exists.

Psutka said she believes 
the house, as built, doesn’t 
comply with township’s 
zoning bylaws and pro-
vincial legislation. In a 
statement of claim filed 
with the Superior Court 
of Justice, Psutka and 
her husband, Kerry, say 
the township failed to 
conduct a thorough in-
spection of the property 
at any time, relied on 
verbal assurances from 
the builder that portions 
of the construction were 
done correctly, and failed 
to detect defects and or-
der them remedied.

Allegations included in 
the statement of claim 
have not been proven in 
court. In a statement of de-
fence filed with the same 
court, Wellesley Township 
denies the allegations.

“Wellesley denies that 
it negligently and care-
lessly performed its du-
ties with respect to the 
plaintiff’s property and 
knew or ought to have 
known that the plaintiffs 
would suffer damages as 
a result of its actions,” 
the defence states.

Any damages the fam-
ily has suffered – which 
were specifically denied 

– were the result of neg-
ligence of the builder and 
are not related to inspec-
tions carried out by the 
township, the defence 
claim noted.

While refusing to com-
ment directly on the 
lawsuit, Wellesley bylaw 
enforcement officer Jack 
Mittleholtz confirmed 
he signed off on the oc-
cupancy permit for the 
Psutka home. 

“I’ve had training and 
taken a number of cours-
es [with respect to build-
ing inspections],” he 

said, noting he’s unsure 
exactly how many cours-
es he had successfully 

completed at that time. “I 
regularly did building in-
spections – still do.”

Continued from cover

MOE calls for more vigilance
Chemical producer, CPAC both satisfied with final director’s order

portive of. We don’t want 
to be reactive all the time, 
we want to see proactive” 
steps taken.

“What was really good 
on the ministry’s part is 
that they allowed us and 
CPAC to provide com-
ments,” said Crompton’s 
Dwight Este. “From 
the changes we’ve seen, 
they’ve listened to both 
sides … from our side, 
we’re satisfied with the 
changes.”

The revised order is still 
quite similar to the origi-
nal draft control order 
that was sent to Crompton 
on Aug. 16, 2004. In that 
document, the company 
was implicated under 
section 18 of the Environ-
mental Protection Act in 
a number of offences, in-
cluding numerous spills, 
odour complaints, as well 
as the June 11, 2004 fire at 
the Elmira facility. 

Both Crompton and 
CPAC were invited to 
make comments on the re-
port; Crompton met their 
submissions deadline of 
Sept. 15, 2004, while CPAC 
sent their comments into 
the MOE in mid-Novem-
ber. 

Este said they had some 
concerns around time-
lines for completing re-
ports, plans and arrang-
ing meetings, but those 
were resolved with the 
order, as were their con-

cerns that the scope of 
chemicals included in the 
hazard analysis were too 
broad. 

CPAC members, while 
not having all of their 
concerns address, were 
essentially satisfied with 
the revisions.

“We probably got a little 
bit more specific in terms 
of issues around the peer 
review, which the minis-
try couldn’t do, but I think 
they were taken into ac-
count,” said McLean. 

“Our main concern 
was that the peer re-
view should remain and 
that was one thing that 
the company wanted to 
change, but the peer re-
view is in there,” added 
Susan Bryant, head of 
Assuring Protection for 
Tomorrow’s Environ-
ment. 

She said the director’s 
order will lead to more 
vigilance because it in-
creases the MOE’s watch 
on company actions. 

“There needed to be the 
kind of scrutiny that the 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment seems to put on the 
company. And that’s what 
this order represents. It 
tells them to tighten up 
their precautions,” Bry-
ant said. “Not only do they 
have to put them in place, 
but they have to maintain 
them and report on them. 
And that is great.”

Este noted that a plan of 
action is currently in the 
works by Crompton to ad-
dress the requirements of 
the control order – includ-
ing finalization of the fire 
report, expected in mid-
February – and in setting 
a date for the public meet-
ing. 

FIRE AND ICE

KYLE REA

JOE MERLIHAN

HOSING IT DOWN Firefighters from St. Clements and Linwood 
responded to a fire at a Hawkesville machine shop at about 
4:30 p.m. Thursday afternoon. The blaze started in the building’s 
generator room, spread through the structure and threatened to 
ignite a nearby diesel fuel tank. The Geddes Street fire was quickly 
brought under control, but firefighters remained on scene at press 
time; no damage estimates were immediately available. 
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You never want to give a fan a chance to find out  
whether it was passion or habit.

Former Montreal Canadien and Hall of Fame goaltender 
Ken Dryden explains the downside of fans getting used to 
life without NHL hockey.

» True forgiveness
No matter the message taken from 
the sentence given Dany Heatley, it’s 
clear Elmira’s Snyder family stayed 
the course in its compassionate 
treatment of the Atlanta Thrashers 
star. Under the circumstances, their 
support is exceptional. 

» State of the dis-union 
It’s not a case of union busting, the 
company maintains, but Wal-Mart 
Canada’s decision to close the first 
store to unionize its workers has that 
quality about it. Another Quebec 
Wal-Mart recently unionized: labour 
supporters will be watching closely.

» Make-your-own reality
With Iran making noises of its own, 
North Korea this week acknowledged 
its nuclear weapons program. Both 
countries, part of the notorious “axis 
of evil,” point to an increasingly mili-
tant U.S. foreign policy under Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Lefties welcome you to the ninny state
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

The sorry state of 
professional hockey

A slightly bitter taste

I seen how some folks 
is tryin’ to add on to 
the nanny state, like 

we ain’t got enough com-
mies tellin’ us what to do 
as it is.

Some young folks got 
killed out on a toboggan 
and skis, now some egg-
heads with brain dam-
age of their own is talkin’ 
about slappin’ helmets 
onto folks, especially 
the kids. Hell’s bells, we 
didn’t need no head gear 
– nor no overpriced sleds 
– to have plenty of fun sli-
din’ down the hills when 
I was a lad, and I don’t re-
call no one gettin’ killed 
or whatnot.

Sure it’s a shame when 
kids get hurt or worse, but 
that ain’t no cause to go 
makin’ all sorts of rules 
for everyone. But some 
folks is just keen on tellin’ 
us what to do, thinkin’ 
they know more than ev-
erybody else … especially 
if it’s all lefty like. Life is 
full of risks, you can’t go 
coddlin’ for everything. I 
knew a fella who fell down 
some stairs, cracked open 
his head and died – are 
the pantywaists gonna 
tell us we have to wear a 
helmet around the house, 
just in case.

For Lord’s sake, back in 
the big war, we all had 

helmets, but we weren’t 
wearin’ ‘em all the time 
– and it was a lot more 
dangerous over there.

Anyone who knows the 
socialist types know they 
ain’t interested in safety, 
any how: it’s all about ma-
kin’ up more rules. But 
I didn’t go fight off the 
dictators overseas just to 
have some spineless pen-
cil-pushers tellin’ me how 
to live my life.

DEPORT THE POLITICOS
Speakin’ of bureaucrats 

and their type, I was 
listenin’ to the CBC on 
Sunday – most of ‘em is a 
bunch of reds, but I like 
how that Rex Murphy 
fella can tell it like it is. 
Anyways, he was talkin’ 
about how big a mess we 
got for an immigration 
system in Canada these 
days, and it was really get-
tin’ my blood to the boil … 
especially them bleedin’ 
hearts who was callin’ in 
to moan how tough it is.

Tough? We’re the laugh-
in’ stock of the world. 
There was even one fella, 
who used to be on the gov-
ernment payroll workin’ 

in foreign parts, sayin’ 
we’re a joke out there. 
That just ain’t right.

Even more annoyin’ is 
the billions of dollars we’re 
spendin’ while people from 
elsewhere abuse our hos-
pitality – and no wonder 
when it takes 16 or so years 
to deport some criminal 
from our country.

Now I see how some 
folks is takin’ things to 
the courts over a rule that 
keeps handicapped folks 
from immigratin’ here. 
The professional cryba-
bies say it ain’t fair that 
the government keeps ‘em 
out because they’re going 
to cost the taxpayers ex-
tra money. 

It don’t take no brain 
surgeon to know we ain’t 
got no more tax dollars to 
spare, and we don’t need 
no more folks on the dole. 
It’s our country and we get 
to make the rules – rules 
that should be a whole lot 
harder, which would solve 
a whole bunch of undesir-
able elements. 

What’s the use of havin’ 
borders if you can’t go 
keepin’ people out?

TOO MUCH TALKIN’,  
NOT ENOUGH ACTION

The wife says I was get-
tin’ too worked up lis-
tenin’ to Rex, suggestin’ I 
should sit down and watch 
the Super Bowl – they 
was buildin’ that thing 
up like it was the second 
comin’ of our Saviour. 
Just cause there ain’t no 
hockey don’t mean I want 
to take in the big Yank-
fest – I like our neigh-
bours plenty fine, but I’m 
all for Canada first when 
it comes to playin’ proper 
football.

If the game wasn’t bad 
enough, there’s the hun-
dreds of yappin’ types 
who won’t shut up, not to 
mention all the commer-
cials they throw on – from 
what I’m always readin’, 
them ads is the best thing 
about the game since, 
well, that Jackson girl 
did somethin’ naughty 
last time out. Of course, 
I didn’t hear nothin’ on 
my news about that kind 
of thing, so I figure noth-
in’ interestin’ happened 
there on Sunday.

And that tells me all I 
need to know: if TV ads 
and a “wardrobe mal-
function” is the best part 
of the big game, I’m more 
than happy to skip the 
whole thing.

As with Elvis sightings and extraterrestrial 
cover-ups, it doesn’t take much to set off the 
conspiracy minded. Foes of anything hinting 
at amalgamation in Waterloo Region – and 

there are plenty of them, all justified – will undoubt-
edly point to the region taking ownership of water 
systems in two of the townships as stepping onto the 
slipperiest of slopes.

On the surface of it, the arrangement seems straight-
forward: Wellesley and North Dumfries townships 
are having a tough time operating their own water 
and wastewater systems, and the region has the nec-
essary skills and resources. Increasingly stringent 
provincial regulations – the ongoing ode to Walkerton 
– means the work will become more complicated … 
and the costs will undoubtedly rise.

But the deal does take control over the services from 
a local source to one more removed – the region’s four 
townships have only one voice each around the upper-
tier council table, in the form of their mayors. 

While direct accountability has done relatively little 
to temper massive water rate increases in Woolwich, 
for instance, those who make the decisions answer di-
rectly to the residents. In transferring ownership to 
the region, residents of two townships in question will 
have precious little recourse, being left at the whim 
of an organization that has shown less-than-stellar 
restraint in controlling costs and commensurate tax 
increases.

As recent changes to the transit system, namely its 
transfer to regional control, has shown, the benefits 
aren’t always realized – a reality even clearer to tax-
payers in the City of Waterloo, hit with major increas-
es whether they use the system or not.

Regardless of intent, this latest arrangement does 
emit traces of single-tier government-by-proxy. That 
may not be enough to kill it, but the uneasiness should 
be addressed.

It’s now or never, says NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman: the season is over if the league and its 
players can’t reach a deal this weekend.

If the season is cancelled, it will be a first for any 
professional sports league, a staggering black eye for 
hockey, already taking a beating in the ratings south 
of the border and in its popularity in Canada. In fact, 
a new Decima Research poll shows yawning indif-
ference – some 40 per cent of us don’t miss the game 
– even here.

If hockey is Canada’s game, and we’re fed up with the 
situation, the league could be in serious trouble even 
if it manages to salvage part of this season – not a par-
ticularly viable scenario. In letting us go so long with-
out a fix, the league may find even its diehard junkies 
may have kicked the habit cold-turkey. And, having 
cut us off, it’s only fair that we return the favour by 
punishing them where they live: at the gate.

When and if professional hockey resumes, it would 
be only fitting to boycott the action until the lesson 
has sunk in that, in the battle of the billionaires (own-
ers) versus the millionaires (players), it’s the fans that 
pay the freight.

Ultimately, the game itself could pay the price: sports 
fans will remember the disastrous fallout from a simi-
lar struggle in major league baseball a decade ago 
– fans have been slow to forgive and forget.

The potential loss of a whole season – and likely part 
of next – is whole other ball game.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is the most romantic
gift you’ve ever received

for Valentine’s Day?” Pam
Montgomery

“A dozen long-
stemmed ros-
es.”

Nancy
Bauer

“A little globe 
with hearts and 
a cute bear that 
sings.” 

Lindy
Watson

“A lovely din-
ner and fine 
wine at the 
Corner House 
restaurant in 
Toronto. It was 
a surprise from 
my husband.”

Erin
Pratley

“When I was 
in Grade 9, 
my boyfriend 
cleaned out my 
locker and filled 
it with choco-
late and teddy 
bears.”
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Another reason for the rest of Canada to hate Toronto

APPARENTLY TAX TIME MEANS A LITTLE SOMETHING DIFFERENT  
TO COUNCILS IN WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY TOWNSHIPS.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Canadians don’t have 
their priorities in order

▼ See HIGH page 8

VANCOUVER—My 
most favourite ho-
tel in the whole 

world is the Pan Pacific 
out here on the Wet Coast 
where those who are not 
sailing in February are 
playing tennis (outdoors).

The atrium, foyer, what-
ever you call it, is six sto-
reys high, featuring a to-
tem that extends for five 
storeys. You have to fight 
your way through the 
trees, not potted palms, 
to get to the front desk.

As an expert on ho-
tels – some 89 countries 
around the globe – this 
scribbler has seen a lot of 
good hotels, and a lot of 
bad ones. This one is the 
only one the scribbler has 
encountered where it is 
more fun staying in your 
room than going out and 
doing the town.

Out the window there is 
the buzz of float planes, 
taking off for the logging 
camps up the coast, to 
Powell River, Vancouver 
Island, wherever. There 

is, out the window, the 
dark-green forest of Stan-
ley Park, 900 acres that 
is rivalled only by New 
York’s Central Park as a 
valium for a downtown 
core of depressed work-
ers.

(The nitpicker would 
cite London’s Hyde Park, 
the “breathing lungs” of 
the world’s best city, but 
Hyde Park does not have 
towering Douglas firs, 
beavers, ducks, geese, fox, 
a seawall filled with roll-
er-bladers, a cricket pitch 
that Sir Donald Bradman 
deemed the most beau-
tiful in the world, a zoo 
filled with killer whales 
and what else. I rest my 
case.)

Out the window is Lions 
Gate Bridge, second only 
to the Golden Gate in San 
Francisco and the only 
bridge in the world so 
stupid as to be built with 
just three lanes. Figure 
that one out at rush hour.

Across the harbour 
there is the slice of snow 

on top of Grouse Moun-
tain, where the flood-
lights let the skiers go at 
it until midnight. And 
then drink. The helicop-
ter taxis take off, full of 
politicians who can af-
ford the fare for a quick 
jaunt to Victoria.

The stately ferries wan-
der back and forth to car-
ry commuters across the 
harbour to middle-class 
North Vancouver. The 
float planes swoop in past 
the millionaires’ retreat 
of West Vancouver, also 
known as Martini Moun-
tain.

The fat freighters sit out 
in the harbour, waiting to 
unload the tons of cheap 
underwear from China. 
Offshore from the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club 
are the neon lights of the 
anchored gas stations sit-

ting forever in the water.
All this rambling is in 

relation to Toronto. In 
Vancouver, everyone 
rich or poor, in a high 
condo or a cramped 
apartment, wakes in the 
morning and looks out 
at the harbour and the 
mountains. In Toronto, 
when one wakes up, all 
one can see is pavement 
and towers.

The point is that Toron-
to, the richest and largest 
city in the realm is, vis-
ibly, the most boring city 
in Canada. Edmonton 
and Saskatoon, as any-
one who has been there 
knows, has those magnif-
icent river valleys of the 
Saskatchewan River that 
define the personalities 
of those cities.

Regina, even Regina, 
has the beautiful man-

made Wascana Lake in 
the centre of the town, 
lapping at the shores of 
the Saskatchewan Leg-
islature. Montreal is be-
tween its mountain, Mont 
Royal, and the mighty St. 
Lawrence. Winnipeg has 
two rivers going through 
it. You can skate through 
Ottawa in the winter 
on the Rideau Canal. 
Halifax is surprisingly 
intriguing. St. John’s of 
course has more pubs 
than anywhere.

Toronto? There are 
hundreds of thousands 
of its residents who are 
born, grow up and die in 
the city without knowing 
it is situated on a lake. 
Because no one can see 
Lake Ontario, the bril-
liant city fathers allow-
ing a picket fence of large 
apartment complexes 
and a giant freeway to 
obstruct the view of the 
water.

The strangest thing is 
that the most attractive 
portions of the city are 

the ravines that cut down 
into the lake, and are 
now roads. Down there, 
are lovely views of trees 
and slopes. In essence, 
Toronto is built upside 
down. Don’t go there. It’s 
ugly.
QUOTE OF THE DE-

CADE: Latrell Sprewell, 
pro basketball star of the 
NBA’s Minnesota Tim-
berwolves, who makes 
$14.6 million this year, 
called a three-year, $27-
million extension offer 
an insult: “I’ve got a fam-
ily to feed.” 
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Only in Canada. 
Only under Mr. Dithers. 
While the major problem 
in the land is health care 
and child poverty, with 
the cops raiding Bay 
Street over corporate 
malfeasance, Ottawa has 
its knickers in a twist 
over same-sex marriage 
which involves, most re-
cent research shows, less 
than five per cent of the 
population.

All the columnists you love... and the ones you love to hate. Weekly in your Observer.

To the Editor,
Canada should not be 

smug in the face of news 
that a Thai princess is 
vacationing in a Vancou-
ver hotel, instructing the 
chef that, if he must serve 
vegetables, they are to be 
steamed just so.

We cry in rage as pictures 
of devastation in southeast 
Asia flood the media, the 
death toll topping 200,000, 
with more sure to come. 
‘How dare she,’ we think.

But sadly, she isn’t 
alone in demonstrating a 
couldn’t-care-much-less 
attitude toward the suffer-
ing of her people; Canadi-
ans appear headed down 
that road, notwithstand-
ing the fact that half of 
us gave to help out in the 
disaster.

Witness the insanity 

surrounding the loss of 
the Sidney Crosby No. 
9 hockey jersey worn in 
the Canucks’ 6-1 win over 
Russia in the gold medal 
game. For days the “trage-
dy” skated across the front 
pages until postal worker 
Jean-Marc Saucier found 
the stolen cloth wrapped 
in a plastic bag in a post 
box. Police forces rounded 
up the 48-year-old malefac-
tor and Crosby breathed 
easier, as did the faithful.

Faced with suffering on 
every hand; the tsunami, 
Iraq and the Jewish-Pal-
estinian standoff, we look 
for comic relief in the friv-
olous, the Golden Globes, 
the missteps of the roy-
als and, yes, the alleged 
wrongdoing of former im-
migration minister Judy 
Sgro, as if the governments 
were ever above patronage 
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The world fiddles while Darfur bleeds
Last week, as I 

was watching the 
a w a r d - w i n n i n g 

documentary Romeo 
Dallaire: Shake Hands 
With the Devil on CBC, 
I felt physically ill. The 
massive genocide that oc-
curred in Rwanda in 1994 
was all the more tragic be-
cause, as Dallaire, Gerald 
Caplan and Stephen Lewis 
all note in the movie, the 
world (or at least world 
leaders) knew what was 
happening in Rwanda and 
simply chose to do nothing 
about it. 

The area had no real 
strategic value and the 
people dying were black 
Africans, so nearly a mil-
lion of them were allowed 
to die under some of the 
most horrific circum-
stances imaginable.

Did we learn anything 
from Rwanda? Apparent-
ly not. As many as 200,000 
people have been killed 
in the Darfur region of 
Sudan, and another two-
and-a-half million are at 
risk. Still, no one seems 
to be prepared to take ac-
tion to stop it (the wring-
ing of hands by politicians 
doesn’t count). 

Then again, limited as 
my own audience may be, 
I realized that I haven’t 
done as much as I could do 
to raise awareness of the 
issue. I also knew it need-
ed to change. While I don’t 

pretend to be an expert on 
the situation in Darfur, 
what I’ve read is disturb-
ing enough. 

 A September 2004 article 
in The New York Times de-
scribes how the Sudanese 
government is abetting 
the actions of the pro-gov-
ernment Janjaweed death 
squads that roam Darfur:

“The people, if one can 
find them, continue to tell 
harrowing tales of gov-
ernment planes swooping 
overhead before the ram-
page of the pro-govern-
ment Arab militias, the 
Janjaweed. ... What is cer-
tain is that the threat of vi-
olence remains so intense, 
and the government’s 
promises to secure the re-
gion so mistrusted, that no 
one here feels safe enough 
to return home. Darfuri-
ans are still on the run. So 
terrified do they remain 
that some are hiding in 
caves, or pitching tents of 
twig and cloth under the 
thickets that sprout from 
the sand. They said that 
in recent weeks, homes 
continued to be burned, 
livestock looted, villagers 
killed and women raped, 
events often preceded by 
the roar of government 
planes and sometimes 
bombings. …

“The extent of control or 
cognizance by the Suda-
nese government in the 
attacks is not wholly clear. 

… Under intense pressure 
to disarm the militias, the 
government has described 
the Janjaweed as inde-
pendent outlaws, tried to 
distance itself from their 
violence and pleaded for 
more time to bring Darfur 
under control. …  

“The most telling evi-
dence of physical devasta-
tion comes from a United 
States State Department 
map, produced with the 
aid of satellite pictures in 
an effort to mount a case 
of genocide against the 
Sudanese government. It 
shows clusters of burned 
villages across Darfur. 
Some two million people 
are displaced, nearly all of 
them black Africans.”

The United Nations has 
investigated (and is still in-
vestigating). But, incredi-
bly, despite the fact that its 
recently released 176-page 
report (available in full at 
www.un.org/news/dh/su-
dan/com_inq_darfur.pdf) 
documents horrific abus-
es, it won’t use the phrase 
genocide to describe the 
campaign of murder and 
intimidation (even though 
“government officials 
may commit acts with 
genocidal intent”). An ar-

ticle in The San Francisco 
Chronicle explains why 
the report dances around 
the word genocide:

“A man’s eyeballs are 
gouged out. A classroom 
of school girls is violat-
ed in public. Babies are 
tossed into fires as their 
mothers watch. Other 
victims are crucified, 
dragged on the ground 
by horses and shot in 
the head. The United Na-
tions’ report is filled with 
many more such horrible 
details of rapes, killings, 
assaults and plundering. 
All of these are crimes 
– but do they constitute 
‘genocide’? 

“No, according to the 
UN report. Released last 
week, the finding became 
an immediate point of 
contention for those who 
want the United Nations 
to do more to halt atroci-
ties in Darfur. Avoiding 
the g-word is significant 
because if the United Na-
tions officially labels the 
Darfur violence ‘geno-
cide,’ it’s required by its 
own charter to intervene 
more forcefully.”

Another reason for in-
action is that the United 
States, whose president 

says he wants to spread 
freedom around the world, 
is opposed to the creation 
of an International Crimi-
nal Court, which is where 
the perpetrators of the 
genocide would logically 
be tried (that’s because 
it’s afraid that its own sol-
diers might end up being 
tried there). 

As Ann-Louise Colgan, 
Director of Policy Analy-
sis and Communications 
at Africa Action, noted 
last week, “The U.S. is 
the only country (sic) that 
has rightfully recognized 
that what is happening in 
Darfur is genocide, but it 
is failing to take action 
that fits with this finding. 
Five months have passed 

since the Bush admin-
istration acknowledged 
that genocide was taking 
place in Darfur, and more 
than 1,000 people are still 
dying in Darfur each day 
as a result of government-
sponsored violence and 
the related humanitar-
ian crisis. A decade after 
Rwanda, is another U.S. 
president really going to 
stay silent and refuse to 
act as another genocide 
unfolds in Africa?” 

Unfortunately, the an-
swer to that question is 
probably yes. The coali-
tion-building efforts of the 
U.S. are reserved for Iraq; 
and its vast resources are 
being diverted to weapon-
izing space.
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REPAIR PARTS,
SALES &
SERVICE

CALL 656-3098 • 1-800-827-2153
3691 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley • www.garepair.ca
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New to our line-up
of quality tractors!

Introducing
G/A Repair & 

Machinery Sales 
as the new 

KIOTI dealer for 
Waterloo Region.

See for yourself why 
KIOTI measures hands 
above the rest — test 

drive one today.

DK55

and influence pedaling.
The truth is that, most of 

us, as grieved as we were 
by southeast Asia, soon 
pick up the traces and go 
on with our outrageous 
lives, consuming 85 per 
cent of the globe’s energy 
and swallowing millions 
of cups of java a day. The 
9-11 syndrome makes us 
better people for a while, 
realizing that despite 
all of our technology we 
don’t control our destiny, 
with suffering and death 
only a heartbeat away on 

our 400-series highways 
and in the heavens where 
weather holds sway.

But soon the pews emp-
ty and we shove aside our 
lofty intentions, believ-
ing anew that we deserve 
a lifestyle better than 95 
per cent of the planet’s 
population.

If we truly cared about 
the less fortunate, we 
would make permanent, 
profound changes in our 
self-serving lifestyles, 
volunteering to serve us 
and giving until we hurt 
a little bit like the hurt-
ing.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

High on the hog at the 
expense of others

Continued from page 7
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Skier takes third spot at all-star event No Valentine’s for Junior hockey teams Kings to award season’s pass

Rate as high as

Please contact an MSCU branch for details about this 
and other RRSP investment opportunities.

CAPITAL BUILDER

RRSP

4.75%

Elmira (519) 669-1529
Kitchener (519) 576-7220
Leamington (519) 326-8601
Milverton (519) 595-8796
New Hamburg (519) 662-3550
Waterloo (519) 746-1770

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and 
Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Conditions
apply

www.mscu.com
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Precious metal 
could be in the 
cards for a host 
of girls playing in 

Woolwich minor hockey: 
with the regular season 
all wrapped up, all five 
houseleague squads post-
ed strong finishes and 
are now poised to go far 
in the playoffs.

The Woolwich girls 
wrapped up their K-W 
Hockey League season on 
Jan. 31; of five squads, the 
Atom and Bantam teams 
both walked away with 
perfect seasons, the Pee-
wee Two and One teams 
finished second and third 
respectively, while the 
Novices came in fifth. All 
five qualified for the up-
per tier playoffs, picked 
from the top eight teams 
in each division. 

“As an executive we were 

Woolwich 
squads go
panning
for gold

Girls minor hockey teams poised for 
success as regular season wraps up

very pleased, it was an 
excellent season. All the 
teams did very well, but 
what always amazes us is 
that the girls always have 
fun, no matter what goes 
on,” said Brett Barriage, 
vice-president of the Wool-
wich Girls Minor Hockey 
Association. 

“The season went very 
well,” said Ken Lubert, 
coach of the Peewee One 
and Peewee Select teams; 
a rep team drawing from 
both Peewee houseleague 
teams. “It was [a] very, 
very competitive [sea-
son].”

His squad lost just two 
games all season – one to 
Milverton and one against 
the Peewee Two team – 
while the other Woolwich 
squad lost only one game 
to Milverton. They play 
their first playoff game to-
day (Feb. 12) against their 
rivals from Milverton. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fighting to make the post-
season cut this weekend, 
the Langton Thunderbirds 
handed the Wellesley Ap-

plejacks a 2-1 loss last Saturday 
(Feb. 5). While the loss doesn’t 
impact Wellesley’s standing, it 
brings the Junior Development 
league’s last-place team closer to 
their playoff dreams.

“We needed one. We have seven 
games left and we were five points 
out of a playoff spot – now it’s 
three,” explained Langton coach 
Marius Bouw, who came from 
behind the bench with a smile on 
his face.

“The boys just worked hard, they 
were a well-disciplined team. I 
think we just worked hard and 
the goaltender played great.”

The Thunderbirds are closing 
in on the Ayr Centennials, which 
currently hold the final playoff 
spot with 18 points. Wellesley 
holds fifth place (39 points) and, 
as such, likely won’t have home-
ice advantage when the playoffs 
begin next week – which goes to 
the top four teams.

“We are pretty much set at 

Wellesley falls
to Langton

Thunderbirds mark win in 
chase for last playoff spot

fourth or fifth, so we know we have 
a playoff spot. But when you’re 
fighting for something, every two 
points count,” Wellesley captain 
Ryan Gerber said in describing the 
competition last Saturday.

“The first period we didn’t play 
well at all; we got outplayed and 
they skated harder than us. The 

third period just wasn’t long 
enough – we were coming back 
at the end, but we waited too 
long to get into the game.”

It was early in the match when 
Langton took the lead over a 
sluggish-looking Wellesley; 
landing the first tally just 1:33 

▼ See JACKS page 11 ▼ See GIRLS page 11

RICHARD VIVIAN

Nyssa Laing of Heidelberg placed 8th in the slalom and 2nd in the giant 
slalom, for a 3rd overall ranking in the Mackenzie K-2 all-star event last 
weekend in Barrie. She was then off to Blue Mountain for the Gooch Cup 
Feb.7-8 in which she placed 9th overall in the super giant slalom.  

The league banquets for the Jr. B and Development hockey leagues will be 
held in Kitchener and St. Jacobs, respectively, Feb.14. The annual event hon-
ours the best players in each hockey league; players from the Elmira Sugar 
Kings or the Wellesley Applejacks are unlikely to win any awards.

More than just a fundraiser for local hockey clubs, one Woolwich Mi-
nor Hockey player is being rewarded for selling the most cash calendars. 
Before tomorrow’s Sugar Kings game the top salesperson will receive a 
season’s pass to the Jr. B team’s next season.

RETALIATION BOUT A referee works to separate Wellesley’s Brandon Maddick and 
Langton’s Chris Jackson after a scrap broke out last Saturday (Feb. 5).
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Life’s lessons with the incredible one-match fire
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

All but eliminated 
from the playoffs, 
the Orangeville 

Thunder suffered a 
pair of decisive defeats 
against the Elmira Sugar 
Kings this week. At home 
on Sunday (Feb. 6), the 
Kings racked up a 15-3 

Elmira hands Thunder 15-3, 9-0 losses
“We didn’t want to make it any worse than what it was,” East says of one-sided game

tally and added a 9-0 win 
on the road Wednesday.

“We didn’t want to make 
it any worse than what 
it was. Those are tough 
games to play; you still 
have to try to work on 
your systems and things 
you do well. We’re getting 
ready to head into the 
playoffs, but you also don’t 
want to embarrass them, 

embarrass ourselves and 
embarrass the league,” 
Elmira coach John East 
said following the home 
game. 

“The biggest thing in 
those games is you don’t 
want to get into bad 
habits and start doing 
things that you wouldn’t 
normally do, things that 
playing against other 

teams are going to come 
back to bite you.

“We’re happy with the 
win.”

The Kings dominated 
throughout the Feb. 6 
match-up, landing 10 
goals to the Thunder’s one 
in the opening frame. Af-
ter that, Elmira seemed 
content to let things 
stand; they matched Or-
angeville goal-for-goal in 
the second and buried a 
trio of unanswered tal-
lies in the third.

Elmira out-skated, out-
checked and out-shot 
the Thunder, seemingly 
taking the puck any and 
every time they wanted 
it. Orangeville mounted 
something resembling an 
offence only during three 
power play opportunities, 
one in each period.

“First shots can’t go in; 
first shots were going in, 

so we made the goalie 
change. The problem with 
that is the team drops; 
they see a weak goal go 
in and everybody on the 
bench just puts their 
head down,” Thunder 
coach Jay Anderson told 
the Observer, referring to 
his decision to pull goal-
tender Sean Atkinson six 
minutes into the game.

Already working with a 
short bench, Orangeville 
was forced to put a pair 
forwards on defence fol-
lowing first period, after 
their two dressed defence-
men failed to return to 
the ice.

“There’s not enough 
guys, so they start getting 
tired, start getting down 
and it’s just a write-off 
from that point on,” An-
derson added.

With a meagre nine 
points on the season, Or-

angeville is the worst 
team in the league. In 
47 games, the Thunder 
earned only four wins 
and, as such, won’t make 
the postseason cut tomor-
row (Feb. 13).

It was Chad Swartzen-
truber who kicked off 
the Kings’ scoring frenzy 
Sunday. Just 1:12 into 
the game he grabbed a 
loose puck in front of the 
visitors’ net – which was 
sitting untouched for 
several seconds – and hit 
the twine. He landed two 
subsequent goals in the 
frame, earning a first-pe-
riod hat-trick.

Before the intermission 
buzzer sounded Adam 
Love found the back of 
the net twice. Also con-
tributing to the nine-goal 
lead in the opening 20 
minutes were Zac Bau-

▼ See KINGS page 11

RICHARD VIVIAN

Aside from the God-
given ability to 
burp the entire al-

phabet, few other outdoor 
skills are as important or 
impressive as the ability 
to tell people that you can 
start a roaring fire with 
just one match. 

Theoretically, this skill 
is essential should you 
ever find yourself in a 
survival situation where 
you have decided to save 
substantially on cost and 
weight by carrying just 
one match rather than 
the whole pack. 

Additionally, in some 
circles, just uttering this 
boldfaced lie is enough 
to convince gullible peo-
ple that you are indeed 
an expert in survival, 
something clearly advan-
tageous when a group 
you’re part of is lost in 

the wilderness and seri-
ously considering canni-
balism. 

Not to brag, but I hap-
pen to be one of the few 
outdoorsmen who can 
indeed build a one-match 
fire. It might take 75 or 80 
attempts to find the right 
match, but that’s beside 
the point. 

Initially, I learned my 
fire-making skills from 
a dear Indian friend. 
Though No Brows never 
really got the hang of 
lighting a propane bar-
becue, he sure knew a 
thing or two about pre-
paring a campfire. Luck-
ily, and since he was an 
only child, he consid-
ered me a brother. This 
is actually luckier than 
you think since he con-
sidered several of my 
other friends sisters 

and, being much bigger, 
dressed them up accord-
ingly.

Personally, I could never 
understand the fact that 
he had no siblings, espe-
cially since his father, 
Stands Behind Kicking 
Mule, loved children.

But I digress. 
As I said, No Brows was 

the master of the one 
match fire and I learned 
much from him. For in-
stance, until he clarified 
what “Strike here,” re-
ally meant, every time I 
followed the instructions 
on a matchbook I formed 
a picket line – needless 
to say, this severely hin-

dered my pyrotechnic 
progress. On the up side, 
I negotiated incredibly 
good dental coverage.

I found No Brows to be 
a man of few words but 
only when he was not 
talking.  Some suggested 
he was merely ignoring 
me. They even insinuat-
ed that he was upset with 
me for leaving out critical 
safety information when 
I first taught him to light 
gas barbecues. 

Whenever he spoke, I 
instinctively knew that 
it was important and I 
listened. His words con-
tained ancient native lore 
handed down through the 

ages, important knowl-
edge that might have 
been lost in time along 
with the mythical secrets 
to wiring trailer lights or 
an understanding of why 
women pluck their eye-
brows only to paint them 
on again.

I remember the day 
when I finally built my 
first fire using only one 
match. It was a complete 
success. Of course, it 
didn’t hurt that I used 
that match to light a blow 
torch which I then direct-
ed to several dried out 
pine trees. 

No Brows, who hap-
pened to be sleeping in 
a hammock between 
those trees looked at me 
with what could only be 
described as either com-
plete approval or abject 
terror – it was awfully 

hard to tell without the 
eyebrows. After the wa-
ter-bombers, he mut-
tered, “Well done.” 

Later, I realized that he 
was referring to my leath-
er boots. And from that 
tidbit alone, I learned 
never to stand too close 
to the fire. 

He was always full of 
helpful advice like that.

Sadly, I haven’t seen him 
in quite a while, but I still 
play cards with several of 
his sisters every now and 
again. 

In the end, I guess I 
learned  that making 
a one-match fire is all 
about patience, quality 
material, and dogged per-
sistence – oh, and just the 
right amount of lighter 
fluid. 

Now if only I could fig-
ure out gas barbecues.

A ONE-SIDED VICTORY  Tyler Brenner and his Elmira Sugar King teammates handed Orangeville a 15-3 
loss last Sunday (Feb. 6), followed by a 9-0 drumming Wednesday.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
FEB. 6
Woolwich 1 Burlington 0
Goals: Alex McLean
Assists: Brady Erb, Alex Uttley
Quade Hunter-Rhodes recorded 
the shutout

ATOM MAJOR
FEB. 5
Woolwich 4 Guelph 7
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Alex 
Martin, Logan White
Assists: Ryan Ament (2), 
Kadison Hipel, Justin Neeb
FEB. 7
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 2
Goals: Patrick Quinn
Assists: Kadison Hipel, Justin 
Neeb

ATOM MINOR
FEB. 4
Woolwich 3 Oakville 1
Goals: Matthew Schieck (2), 
Kyle Bauman
Assists: Evan Buehler, Sam 
Maier, Kyle Bauman, Mackenzie 
Martin, Eric Van Gerwen
FEB. 5
Woolwich 3 Oakville 2
Goals: Evan Buehler, Matthew 
Schieck, Chad Bauman
Assists: Kate Doering, Mitch 
Kernick, Dalton Wojeik, Evan 
Buehler

ATOM AE
FEB. 5
Woolwich 0 Hespeler 3
FEB. 6
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 3
Goals: Stephen Kardasz
Assists: Brayden Stevens, 
Jaeden Shoemaker

BANTAM MAJOR
FEB. 6
Woolwich 2 Erin/Hillsburgh 1
Goals: Damien Parent, Jarred 
Parent
Assists: Jarred Parent, Dan 
Huber, Damien Parent, Mike 
Moggy

BANTAM MINOR
FEB. 5
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Robert Hinschberger, 
Luke Shantz, Brent Goetz, Kurtiz 
Van Werkhoven

Assists: Robert Hinschberger 
(2), Alex Dunn (2), Nathan Van 
Gerwen
FEB. 6
Woolwich 0 Owen Sound 3
FEB. 8
Woolwich 1 Owen Sound 0
Goals: Robert Hinschberger
Assists: Nick Roth
Brandon Death recorded the 
shut-out

BANTAM AE
FEB. 4
Woolwich 3 Milton 0
Goals: Blake Boucher (2), Blair 
MacKenzie
Assists: Trevor Thompson 
(2), Jacob Kalenderian, Nick 
Densmore, Brian Martin
FEB. 7
Woolwich 6 Milton 1
Goals: Blake Boucher (2), Jacob 
Kalenderian (2), Ben Martin, Nick 
Densmore
Assists: Trevor Thompson (2), 
Nick Densmore (2), Evan Price, 
Luke Martin, Blair MacKenzie, 
John Fackoury, Ryan Mann

MIDGET MINOR
FEB. 2
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 2
Goals: Mike Dunn
Assists: Kevin Young, Brent 
Oliver
FEB. 6
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 0
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre, 
Mark Morlock
Assists: Tyler Scott (2), Mark 
Morlock, Mitch Gelfand
FEB. 8
Woolwich 4 Hespeler 5
Goals: Brent Oliver (2), Mitch 
Gelfand, Tyler Scott
Assists: Mark Morlock (2), 
Jonathan MacIntyre, Brendan 
Cosgrove, Mike Dunn, Kevin 
Young

MIDGET LL
FEB. 4
Woolwich 12 Paris 3
Goals: Robbie Martin (3), 
David Dorosa (2), Scott Stevens 
(2), Phil Martin, Owen Lennox, 
Justin Steubing, Tyler Morris, Jon 
Costello
Assists: Robbie Martin (3), Scott 
Twynstra (2), Owen Van Every (2), 
Scott Hahn (2), Justin Steubing, 
Derek Goetz, Phil Martin, Adam 

Zizzo, Jon Costello

WOOLWICH MINOR
GIRLS HOCKEY
PEEWEE LL
Feb. 5
Woolwich Two 7 Waterloo 1
Goals: Kaitlynn Martin (2), Caelan 
Rank (2), Tabitha Walker (2), Kristen 
Kaster
Assists: Chantelle Bauman (2), 
Shannon Taylor (2), Kayla Death (2), 
Stacy Thompson, Kaitlynn Martin, 
Kristen Kaster, Caelan Rank, Karly 
Ellis

TWIN CENTRE MINOR
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
FEB. 6
Twin Centre 3 Waterloo One 1
Goals: Jillian Sebben (2), Monica 
D’Arcy
Assists: Laura Hemmerich, Cassidy 
Pearce, Carley Scheerer, Jessica 
Reitzel

ATOM B
FEB. 4
Twin Centre 3 Waterloo 4
Goals: Megan Bott, Amber 
Shewfelt, Tori Freeman
Assists: Amber Shewfelt, Alicia 
Koebel, Amanda Runstedler
FEB. 5
Twin Centre 2 North Halton 0
Goals: Megan Bott, Jennifer Norris
Assists: Tori Freeman, Alicia Koebel, 
Amber Shewfelt
FEB. 6
Twin Centre 4 Mitchell 2
Goals: Tori Freeman, Megan Bott, 
Clara Borton, Alicia Koebel
Assists: Alicia Koebel (2), Natasha 
Runstedler (2), Amber Shewfelt, 
Jenna Bott

PEEWEE B
FEB. 4
Twin Centre 2 Cambridge 0
Goals: Madison Holman, Kailey 
Esbaugh
FEB. 6
Twin Centre 1 North Halton 1
Goals: Kailey Esbaugh
Assists: Cassie Hergott
Twin Centre 2 Flamborough 4
Goals: Hillary Neeb (2)
Assists: Tory Freeman, Leanne 
Howorth

BANTAM B
FEB. 6

Twin Centre 2 Mt. Brydges 2
Goals: Melanie Freeman, 
Shelby Smit
Assists: Jenna Voisin, Kendra 
Schnurr, Melanie Freeman
FEB. 7
Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 3
Goals: Shelby Smit

MIDGET LL
FEB. 2
Twin Centre 5 Waterloo Three 
0
Goals: Katelyn Bearinger, 
Meggy McTavish, Alaina 
Groen, Beth Brubacher, Nikki 
Martin
Assists: Carrie Witt (3), 
Meggy McTavish, Beth 
Brubacher, Amanda Martin

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
PETITE
FEB. 1
Woolwich 2 Mt. Forest One 
5
Goals: Hailie Pavanel, Jillian 
Schouppe
Assists: Leah Cober, Jasmin 
Fritz
FEB. 5
Woolwich 2 Kitchener 3
Goals: Meghan Hovey, Jillian 
Schouppe
Assists: Stacey Hughes, 
Amber Bauman

TWEEN
FEB. 2
Woolwich 2 Waterloo 6
Goals: Cassy Rupel, Andrea 
Mitchell
Assists: Andrea Mitchell, 
Michell Conlon
FEB. 5
Woolwich 1 Waterloo 3
Goals: Emily Schieck
Assists: Kassi Fritz

JUNIOR
FEB. 2
Woolwich 3 Kitchener 6
Goals: Jenna Petker, Gillian 
Primeau, Megan Lee
Assists: Rachelle Ament, 
Barb Huegle, Melaine Horst

EDSS SPORTS
CURLING
FEB. 8
EDSS 4 Forest Heights 7

in. The birds stuffed in a 
second goal at 9:33 to fin-
ish the first frame up 2-0. 

The goals seemed to take 
out what little wind the 
Jacks had in their sales. 
Langton dominated puck 
control for much of the 
opening 20 minutes, man-
aging 13 shots on Jacks’ 
netminder Kevin Basler.

At the other end of the 
ice, Langton goaltender 
Matt Paton fended off all 
11 Wellesley attempts in 
the frame.

Wellesley woke up 
enough in the second 
to keep the visitors at 
bay, but couldn’t muster 
enough to find the score-
board. The two teams bat-
tled for puck dominance, 
with the Jacks pouring 
on the pressure as the 
clock ticked down on the 
period. In the dying min-
utes, Wellesley put a flur-

Jacks on track
Continued from page 9 ry of shots on Paton and 

came away with nothing 
after a shot across the 
crease bounced off the 
post and out.

The Jacks out-shot 
Langton 12-9 between in-
termissions and contin-
ued to build momentum 
as the third period pro-
gressed. In the final 20 
minutes Wellesley tested 
Paton 10 times, double 
the action on Basler.

With 8:14 left to go, the 
cider boys finally found 
the back of the net. As he 
turned in front of the net, 
Justin Bremner slipped 
one in. Darryl DeWitt 
and Justin Clark marked 
the assists.

The Jacks final game of 
the regular season takes 
them to Burford tomor-
row. However, home-ice 
action pins them against 
the Tavistock Braves this 
evening.

man, John Lunney, Ken 
Dunn, Marc Deschamps 
and Dane Dobbie.

Elmira’s Brock Zinken 
and Bauman kept things 
rolling with goals in the 
second period, leveling out 
a pair that let in by Elmira 
netminder Blake Scherer. 
Call-up goalie Chris Col-
lins took over between the 
Kings’ pipes for the third, 
fending off eight shots.

Of the 21 attempts made 
on the Orangeville net 
that period, goalie Jesse 
Zimmerman allowed 
three to cross the line. 
Scoring for the Kings 
were Mike Floto, Dunn 
and Tyler Brenner.

“I give the Orangeville 
kids credit for showing 
up to play the game be-
cause that’s definitely not 
an easy thing to do,” East 
commented.

Wednesday night scor-
ers include Tyler Soeh-
ner (2), Matt Rennie, Dob-

Kings take charge
Continued from page 9 bie, Lunney and Travis 

Martin. Andrew Coburn 
marked a hat-trick.

The wins allowed Elmi-
ra to hold its six-place 
ranking in the Mid-West-
ern Junior B League. At 
press time, the Kings and 
Owen Sound each held 58 
points, seven back from 
first-place Kitchener. 
Stratford holds the num-
ber-two spot with 64, fol-
lowed by  Cambridge (62) 
and Waterloo (60).

Depending on the out-
come of this weekend’s 
games, Elmira will face 
Owen Sound, Waterloo 
or Stratford in the first 
round of playoff action. 
The local lads made 
the trip to Listowel last 
night (Feb. 11) but results 
weren’t known at press 
time. The last regular 
season Kings game is set 
for tomorrow, when the 
Listowel Cyclones blow 
into town for an evening 
match.

Other teams are already 
off and running with 
their playoff match-ups; 
the Bantam, Novice and 
Atom teams are  in their 
first round, which is set 
up in a round-robin style. 
Each squad plays the 
seven teams in their di-
vision, with the top four 
advancing to the semifi-
nals. Held in March, the 
semifinals see each team 
paired up for one match; 
the victors advance to the 
finals, the losers vie for a 
bronze medal. 

In addition to their own 
houseleague playoffs, the 
Peewee Select team will 
get a crack at a higher lev-
el of competition as they 
take on rep teams from 

Girls in the thick of it
Continued from page 9 Kitchener and Waterloo 

in a regional playdown. 
Beginning  Feb. 21, the 
Woolwich Peewees play 
two games against each 
squad; the team with the 
best record advances to 
the provincials. 

Lubert said the Se-
lect team has struggled 
against Waterloo and 
Kitchener this year, but 
he hopes they’ll do well. 

“Right now we would be 
the underdogs for sure, 
but it’s not like [we’ve] 
been blown away by any-
one. So anything could 
happen,” he said. “The 
biggest disadvantage the 
select girls have had is 
that other rep teams have 
been playing against each 
other all the time.” 

BUMPIN’ IT

KYLE REA

STICK HANDLING

KYLE REA

IT’S ALL AIR   
EDSS player April 
Cress sends the ball 
flying toward the 
Bluevale Collegiate 
end during a match 
Thursday afternoon 
at the Elmira high 
school. Bluevale 
triumphed 3 games 
to 2. The Lancers are 
currently fighting 
for a playoff spot 
and will have a 
chance to move 
into position on 
Tuesday (Feb.15) 
when they take on 
Forest Heights. 

SKATING HARD Members of the EDSS Lancer boys hockey 
team vie for another victory as they took on WCI on Thursday 
afternoon.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Round-robin play 
was the end of ac-
tion for a trio of 

local teams in the Wool-
wich Lady’s Ringette 
Tournament, held last 
weekend at the St. Jacobs 
arena. In the end, it was 
Waterloo who claimed 
gold, beating Haldimand 
7-3 in the final.

London took home the 
bronze medals after de-
feating Markham 7-5.

“We fared quite well be-
cause all of these teams 
are playing on a weekly 
basis and we’re just kind 
of a pickup team. We 
knew it was going to be 
a hard tournament, that 
there was going to be lots 
of challenges,” explained 
Brenda Poole of the St. 

Waterloo claims Woolwich tourney gold
Local teams fail to make the medal rounds in Woolwich Lady’s Ringette Tournament

Jacobs team, which fin-
ished the tournament 
with a tie and two losses.

“There were a lot of 
challenges. The ladies’ 
teams are developing 
into a much more aggres-
sive and fast game. There 
was a lot of skill for the 
older age levels that were 
playing.”

A dozen teams took 
part in the tournament, 
split into two pools. Af-
ter everyone played three 
round-robin matches the 
top in each pool faced off 
in the gold-medal round. 
The second-place pool 
teams competed for the 
bronze.

The St. Jacobs team 
started out the tourna-
ment with a 3-3 tie with 
St. Clements. However, 
they fell in subsequent 
games 10-8 to Markham 

and 7-2 to Haldimand.
“You had to win them 

all, pretty much, to go 
on,” Poole suggested of 
the medal rounds.

This was the second tour-
nament of the year for St. 
Jacobs, which earned a 
silver medal during a Wa-
terloo tournament in De-
cember. While the team 
doesn’t compete regu-
larly, they do get together 
every Thursday morning 
to “bang around” in prac-
tice.

The Woolwich and St. 
Clements teams posted 
similar records last week-
end: St. Clements earned a 
tie, a win and a loss while 
Woolwich finished with a 
win and two losses.

“A lot of the teams are 
younger and our average 
age is about 36. So consid-
ering the young teams, we 

fared pretty well,” com-
mented Brenda “Beanzie” 
Brenner of the St. Cle-
ments team. “Everybody 
seemed pleased with the 
play.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
Markham did it to us 
again. This is about the 
fifth year in a row that 
we’ve played them and 
they always seem to put us 
out,” she chuckled, refer-
ring to her team’s 9-6 loss 
to Markham in their final 
round-robin game. “We 
were hoping to get there 
(medal round) this year, 
but it didn’t happen.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

MINOR HOCKEY PLAYDOWN ACTION

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN
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• 4 Colour Process With Heidelberg DI

• Graphic Design & Book Publication

• Spiral, Cerlox and Perfect Binding
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www.mtprint.com

• Offset Printing and Letterpress Services •

• We Accept All Electronic Files •

• Digital Imaging Direct From Disk •

907 Frederick St., Kitchener
(519) 571-0101

•
354 King St. N., Waterloo

(519) 886-6800
•

567 Silvercreek Pkwy. N., Guelph
(519) 836-4441

•
1425 Bishop St. N., Cambridge

(519) 621-6611
•

Offices also in London
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PARING ‘EM DOWN The fight for Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association gold continues for several Woolwich Minor Hockey 
teams. At left: Brayden Frey and Charlie Pavanel of the Woolwich 
Atom AE team race a Hespeler player to the puck last Saturday. 
Hespeler won the match 3-0 and took the series with a 3-1 win the 
following day. At right: Minor Bantam player Robert Hinschberger 
takes the puck into Owen Sound’s end last Saturday. Woolwich 
won the game 4-2. Three days later they eliminated Owen Sound 
from the OMHA playoffs. Above: The Minor Atoms – including Kyle 
Bauman – handed Oakville a 3-2 loss last Saturday at the Elmira 
arena. At press time, Woolwich lead the series 2-0.

COMIN’ BACK AROUND St. 
Jacobs player Nancy Jacobi circles 
around in front of the Waterloo 
net last Saturday, during the 
annual Woolwich Lady’s Ringette 
Tournament. The St. Jacobs team 
lost the game 7-4.
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THE ARTS

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While some of 
his former stu-
dents stage a 

show at EDSS, Elmira 
director Gord Davis 
will be in Waterloo 
overseeing his newest 
project, Ain’t Misbe-
havin’.

The Fats Waller musi-

They Ain’t Misbehavin’, they’re swingin’
Music of Fats Waller comes to life in Gord Davis production of popular musical
cal revue is the Elmira 
director’s latest collabo-
ration with the Caribbe-
an Canadian Association 
of Waterloo. Running 
Feb. 18 and 19 at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, the 
show marks February as 
Black History Month in 
Ontario.

The production, based 
on the popular 1978 
Broadway musical, has 

c o m p o s e r - a r r a n g e r -
pianist Thomas “Fats” 
Waller’s renowned mu-
sic as its centrepiece. In 
fact, it’s the star of the 
show, said Davis, cur-
rently putting his six 
cast members through 
their paces.

“The show opens with an 
old upright radio – as the 
[performers] come on, we 
hear an actual recording 

of Fats Waller’s voice … 
they start to sing, and we 
move from song to song to 
song,” he said of the fast-
paced, revue-style show 
he’s put together.

Born in New York in 
1904, Waller grew to in-
ternational prominence 
with the 1930s sounds of 
Harlem: the swing mu-
sic of the Cotton Club. 
That pioneering sound 

endures to the day, mak-
ing Ain’t Misbehavin’ a 
longtime favourite, Davis 
noted.

With numbers including 
the title track, “the Joint 
is Jumpin’” and “Honey-
suckle Rose,” the beat is 
simply infectious as the 
score – performed live by 
a band under the direc-
tion of EDSS alumnus 
Michael Brown – takes 

the audience from little 
honkytonk dives to the 
halls of the big band 
era.

Ain’t Misbehavin: 
The Fats Waller Musi-
cal Show runs Feb. 18 
and 19, 7 p.m., at the 
Humanities Theatre, 
University of Waterloo. 
Tickets are available 
from the box offi ce, call 
888-4908.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Awash in sin, guilt and 
confession, EDSS will 
take on the fl avour of 
an old-fashioned Je-

suit school next weekend cour-
tesy of its drama department.

The Elmira high school is of-
fering up “An Evening of Mur-
derous Confessions” Feb. 18 
and 19, a two-part exploration of 
darker side of life. The student 
production of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
The Tell-Tale Heart will be fol-
lowed by EDSS alumnus Shayne 
Wyler’s one-man show, Confes-
sions of a Hit Man.

Under the direction of student 
Krista Crozier, The Tell-Tale 
Heart is the drama department’s 
2005 entry for the Sears Ontario 
Drama Festival, the head-to-
head competition with some 
300 schools across the province. 
This production marks the 
longtime drama department 
contributor’s directorial debut 
– a swansong of sorts as she pre-
pares to graduate this spring. 
The script was one of her choos-
ing.

“I love Edgar Allan Poe – his 
short stories, his poems. I love 
the story of The Tell-Tale Heart 

EDSS 
serves 
double 
dose of 
murder

Students roll out The Tell-Tale Heart,
while alumnus Wyler makes his Confessions

– I had to do it,” she explained, 
adding the story, published in 
1843, has an enduring appeal. 
“It’s the darkness, and the in-
tensity. It’s almost a murder-
mystery. It’s the gripping tale of 
a person being fl ung into insan-
ity.”

A staple of high school litera-
ture classes, Poe’s classic short 
story is all about madness, and 
the guilt that comes with our 
actions. The guilt, of course, 
leads the narrator (played here 
by Phil Psutka) to come clean 
about what he’s done.

Madness and murder are not 
part of our daily lives, but the 
pressures that lead to the types 
of stresses explored by Poe 
are familiar to most; the story 
resonates with high school 
students, Crozier suggested.
“There’s a lot the pressures of 
getting into school – most of my 
actors are graduating students 
this year. There are a lot of pres-
sures at home, family, social life 
– all of that is coming together.”

While Crozier and some of her 
actors prepare for their depar-
ture from EDSS, the second part 
of the double-bill marks a home-
coming for Wyler, a graduate of 
the drama department under 
former teacher Gord Davis.

His Confessions of a Hit Man 
is an adaptation of the play he 
presented last fall at Kitchen-
er’s Registry Theatre.

The story he penned sees the 
titular hit man literally confess-
ing to a priest about his unique 
line of work. This evolves into a 
self-help group for hit men, who 
make use of the church facili-
ties to come to grips with what 
it is they do.

His story melds well with the 
EDSS production, Wyler said. 

“It fi ts together in terms of a 
theme. It deals with conscience, 
and the guilt we feel about cer-
tain actions that we’ve done and 
possibly regret,” he explained. 
“It explores the issues of integ-
rity and justice: just how far we, 

as human beings, are willing to 
go before we’ll sellout our integ-
rity.”

The serious business of mur-
der-for-hire with the image of 
an AA meeting for contract 
killers means the story is not 
always completely on the dark 
side: “It’s fun. It’s serious. It’s 
comedic. Hopefully it’s a full ex-
perience for everybody.”

The fi rst installment of the 
play proved a success for Wyler, 
who has compiled a trilogy of 
tales related to his hit man. The 
three storylines come together 
next month as he returns to The 
Registry Theatre March 4 and 5 
with The Hire Calling.

His hit man chronicles – “idea 
just popped into my head” 

– have been in development for 
some time as Wyler pursued 
an acting career. After leav-
ing EDSS, he graduated from 
Ryerson Theatre School in To-
ronto, starting to take parts 
there before heading to New 
York and Vancouver, getting 
work on stage and then televi-
sion and fi lm, eventually work-
ing in the acclaimed Thirteen 
Ghosts alongside Tony Shal-
houb, Shannon Elizabeth and 
F. Murray Abraham.

“An Evening of Murderous 
Confessions” runs Feb. 18 and 
19, 8 p.m., at Elmira District 
Secondary School. Tickets are 
$10, with part of the proceeds 
supporting the school’s drama 
department. Call 669-5414.

STEVE KANNON

In the course of a couple of hours, you can spend A Year in Edna’s Kitch-
en with the Elora Community Theatre: the group’s latest stage offering is 
now playing at the Fergus Grand Theatre. It recounts a year in the life of a 
Wellington County farm family. Tickets $13; call (519) 787-1981.

It may be the Valentine season, but doting affection isn’t on the minds of 
Tom and his wife Catharine in When the Cat’s Away, running Feb. 25-26 at 
The Registry Theatre. The two-act play was written and produced by Kitch-
ener playwright Tracey Watson. Tickets are $15; call 578-1570.

A girl restores music and joy to the town of Hamelin, from which all chil-
dren and melody have been stolen away in “The Mysterious Maestro,” 
presented by the K-W Symphony tomorrow (Feb. 13) at the Centre in the 
Square. Features Liszt, Verdi, and Mendelssohn. Call 578-1570.

CAN’T BEAT IT Phil Psutka 
(centre) suffers his guilt courtesy of 
fellow EDSS actors (clockwise from 
top) Matt Lantz, Graham Beattie, 
Jamie Hinsperger, Abbey Martin 
and Cohen Langerak in Edgar 
Allan Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart.
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Come spend a year with ECT Don’t be my Valentine The town is alive with the sound of music
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HELP WANTED

Busy Family Looking for 
someone 3 times a week to 
do light housekeeping and 
preparing nutritious meals. 
References are a must. Call 
669-0909.

Domestic Helper Wanted. 
Busy family with 3 young 
children is looking for a 
helper in our home. Part-
time or full-time (hours could 
be flexible to accommodate 
an ideal candidate). Duties 
would include some child 
care, cleaning, meal prepa-
ration and other domestic 
chores. Live in accommoda-
tions are an option. Please 
rely to 741-6274, 575-5128.

Elmira Donuts & Deli is 
looking for someone to do 
baking and other kitchen 
work. Full or part-time. Also 
someone to serve custom-
ers. 669-5353.

Experienced Hairstylist 
required for modern, busy 
salon in Elmira. Fax resume 
to (519)669-3501 or call 
669-2786.

Help Needed Three full days 
per week. Call Schnurr’s 
Grocery in Linwood for ap-
pointment. 698-2370.

BUSINESS      
OPPORTUNITIES

Do You Know This Per-
son? Honest and Ethical. 
Enthusiastic. Entrepreneur-
ial. Desires Financial Free-
dom. Desires Time Free-
dom. If your goal is to earn 
between $5,000 to $10,000+ 
per month (residual) and you 
fit this profile call Joanne or 
Todd: 519-669-0591.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Mennonite Mother will 
babysit in my home. Pre-
ferred age 6 mon. to 1 yr. 2 
to 4 days - 9-5 or part-time. 
Call 664-2902.

FOR SALE

30% Off Regular Prices 
during February! Seven 
Sisters Antiques and Col-
lectibles, Linwood. Fri. and 
Sun. 12:00 - 4:00, Sat. 10:00 
- 5:00. 698-1135.

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

Clearance Sale at Dis N 
Dat Treasures! 25 - 75% 
off (on most items). Entire 
store is marked down. Our 
warehouse is full! New stock 
every week. Open Fri. & Sat. 
only 9-5. Hurry in for best 
selection. 15 Dunke St., N., 
Elmira. 669-5005.

Clearance Sale! Fridges, 
stoves, laundry... “1 only-
s” deeply discounted. Also 
beat price increase on many 
stock items. Walters Appli-
ances 669-2007.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Electrical Panels, new, 
$20.00. 669-5508. 

General Electric, answer-
ing machine, good condi-
tion. $15. 699-4019.

Men’s Bauer Skates. Like 
new. Size 11. $35 o.b.o. 
669-8809.

Microwave Cart - Medium 
pine coloured. Excellent 
condition. $50. 669-7627.

Microwave, Sharp with 
turn table. Good condition. 
$20. Phone 699-5229.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Potatoes and Onions. 
White $8 - 75lbs, medium 
or large. Yukon gold $6.50 
- 50 lbs. Onions $8 - 50 lbs. 
No chemical fertilizer. Joel, 
664-3093.

HORSES

Brand New Boarding Fa-
cility with all the amenities 
has a few stalls available 
for the discriminating horse 
owner. Professional, im-
maculate barn. Call Alida 
(519)638-8981.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2000 Chev Impala LS, 4 
door, black, one previous 
owner, 107,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

Available Immediately! 
Room for rent. Shared ac-
commodations. For more 
information call 669-3672.

Big 3 Bedroom in well kept 
duplex. Close to everything. 
Air conditioning, nice back 
yard. $935 inclusive. Avail-
able March 1st. 571-0756, 
leave message.

RENTALS

Elmira - One bedroom. 
Feb. 1. Downtown, non 
smoker. $495 + only hydro. 
669-5431.

Elmira. One Bedroom 
apartment. Close to Down-
town in quiet sixplex. Avail-
able February 1st. $480 
monthly plus. First & last 
required. 669-1024.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. indus-
trial bay with 16 ft. high ceil-
ing. 12 foot high door, 600 
volt electrical service, gas 
heat/water. Call 669-1461 
for details.

St. Jacobs - One bedroom 
cottage close to downtown. 
Available March 1. $600 
plus. Non-smoker. Call 664-
2461.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Warehouse Space For 
Rent - 14,000 sq. ft., one 
big room 12’ height ceiling 
on concrete floor. Loading 
dock, washrooms and office 
at Walco Equipment, 20 Ar-
thur St. N., elmira. Call Jim 
Martin at 519-669-4025.

COMING EVENTS

The Book Lady’s Open 
House Event. Tues. Febru-
ary 22nd &  Wed. February 
23rd, 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Every-
one welcome. Marilyn Mar-
tin 669-7604.

BUSINESS

YOUR DOLLAR STORE 
WITH MORE, Canada’s larg-
est & fastest growing Dollar 
Store franchise with over 180 
stores, has an opportunity for 
you. Franchise information: 
Toll-Free 1-866-673-4968, 
www.dollarstore.ca

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. Earn 
up to $3,000+ week. Kenne-
dy Transportation is looking 
for individuals who want to 
start their own trucking busi-
ness. Guaranteed work con-
tracts for 1, 3 & 5 ton straight 
trucks and Highway Tractor. 
No experience required. G 
licence OK. Financing avail-
able. Phone 905-501-8779 or 
Toll-Free 1-888-827-6044.

DEALERS WANTED for 
NEW line of 4 stroke ATV’s. 
Exclusive territories available, 
25 dealers strong and grow-
ing. Contact MAXAM CORP 
Toll-Free 1-866-646-6545, 
info@maxam-motor.com

OWN YOUR OWN STORE 
- Country Depot, TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Department 
Store Dealerships available. 
New & existing locations. No 
Franchise Fees - Receive 
Yearly Dividends. Call TruServ 
Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-
5085 www.truserv.ca

BUSINESS

FA S T E S T  G R O W I N G 
FRANCHISE IN ONTARIO! 
Limited prime areas still 
available. Excellent return, 
high profits, fastest growing 
vinyl decking & aluminum 
railing franchise. Investment 
required. CALL Toll-Free 
Now 1-866-313-3325 

$1.0 0 STORES. Nor th 
America’s largest develop-
er. Complete turnkey from 
$69,000. CDN. 1-800-829-
2915; www.dollarstoreser-
vicesofcanada.com

COMING EVENTS

LONDON & ST. THOMAS 
RV SHOW - FEB 18, 19, 20 - 
Western Fair Grounds, Lon-
don 10am - 9pm Fri & Sat., 
10am-5pm Sunday. FREE 
PARKING & PRIZES www.
rvhotlinelondon.com or Toll-
Free 1-866-226-2678

EMPLOYMENT

DEALERSHIP SERVICE 
MANAGEMENT. Ulmer 
Dealer Group has 10 auto-
motive franchises includ-
ing GM, Toyota, Mazda 
and Subaru and is located 
in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan. (www.ulmerauto-
group.com) Due to several 
building expansions, open-
ings are available in our 
expanding dealer group 
for Service Management, 
supervision and advisory 
personnel. Enjoy a terrific 
lifestyle available in our 
rural dealerships or low 
taxes in our Alberta loca-
tions. All positions offer 
training, benefit packages 
and a moving allowance is 
negotiable depending on 
your resume and qualifica-
tions. Write in confidence 
to: Brenda Stang, General 
Manager, c/o Ulmer Chev 
(Lloydminster), 2101-50 
Ave., Sask/Alta, S9V 1Z7

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNI-
CIANS. Ulmer Dealer Group 
has 10 dealership franchis-
es including GM, Toyota, 
Mazda and Subaru that are 
located in Alberta and Sas-
katchewan.                 (www.ul-
merautogroup.com) Trained 
technicians are required and 
if you have exceptional skills 
and a great work ethic, we 
do have technicians who 
earn over $100,000 per 
year. Enjoy a terrific life-
style available in our rural 
dealerships or low taxes 
in our Alberta locations. 
All positions offer training, 
benefit packages and a mov-
ing allowance is negotiable 
depending on your resume 
and qualif ications. Write 
in confidence to: Brenda 
Stang, General Manager, 
Ulmer Chev (Lloydminster), 
2101-50 Ave., Sask/Alta, 
S9V 1Z7

EMPLOYMENT

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE-
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Fundraising services avail-
able. 1-800-383-3589

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777. 
Serving all Ontario. 

UNLIMITED INCOME PO-
TENTIAL - Fundraising 
company looking for part-
time sales representatives. 
Promote our products to 
schools & organizations. 
Exclusive Cadbury Neilson 
distributor. Commission po-
sition + incentives. Call 1-
800-268-1250 Ext 3209
HOME- BASED SA LES 
REPS needed by Exclusive 
Distributor of Cadbury Trebor 
Allen Fundraising products. 
Contact schools & sports 
organizations to promote 
fundraising programs. Com-
puter required. CALL 1-800-
268-1250, ext 3209, EMAIL: 
info@sunsweetfundraising.
com

PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Lowest Hook-Up ever. Only 
$33.22. Fantastic monthly 
rates. Get connected by 
Easy Reconnect and enjoy 
your savings! Call 1-877-
446-5877.

CHEAPER THAN a bald 
man’s haircut - Telephone 
Reconnect! Monthly ser-
vice $49.95 and connec-
tion fee of only $36.13! Call 
Phone Factory toll free 1-
877-336-2274; www.phone-
factory.ca

TRAINING

EXCITING WELL PAID CA-
REERS. Computer pro-
gramming/internet website 
design. Home Study Di-
ploma. Laptop computers 
provided. Free enrolment kit 
1-800-477-9578 (24 hours) 
CMS Training

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800 -267-1829. 
www.shef f ieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of Interior 
Design, Ottawa, ON

FINANCIAL

PAY $0 TAX IN 2004. GET 
IT ALL BACK. www.unuse-
drrsploans.ca. 1-800-480-
0012. RRSP loans at 4.25% 
- 6.25% loan interest, from 
1-10 years and deferral up 
to 180 days.

FINANCIAL

DEBT STRESS? We can help 
you avoid bankruptcy through 
debt consolidation. Achieve 
peace of mind. Visit us online 
at: mydebtsolution.com or call 
toll-free: 1-877-556-3500

FOR SALE

EVERYONE’S APPROVED*! 
Get a fully loaded MDG Com-
puter with an Intel 2.8Ghz 
CPU starting from 73 cents/
day or $799**! Includes ev-
erything you need: FREE 
Pr inter/Scanner/Copier, 
FREE Software, 17” Perfectly 
Flat Monitor, Windows XP 
(*Bank Acct Req, **Plus S/H 
& Tax) 1-800-236-2504

An ad for The Wood-
burner Leisure Living 
Centre that ran in the 
Feb. 5 issue of the 
Woolwich Observer 
contained an incor-
rect illustration for the 
23” Electric Fireplace 
Insert. The description 
and price were correct, 
however the accompa-
nying image was for 
another product. We 
regret the error.

CORRECTION
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
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ACROSS 
1. Hoopla
5. Religious superi-
or (plr)
10. Variable quantity
16. Used to row
17. Compass at 180 de-
grees
18. Repeatedly curving 
(adverb)
19. Whitens and fights 
cavities
21. Penninsula be-
tween Red Sea and Per-
sian Gulf
22. Ecuadoran mone-
tary unit
23. Narrow runners 
used for gliding over 
snow
24. Raising flags or 
sails
25. Compressed air 
power drill (2wrds)
29. Lyric poems
30. Adult males
31. Snake-like person
32. A lot of  beer, one 
container
35. 50’s & 60’s British 
tough guy
36. A great distance
37. Condition of  no 
skin pigment
39. The standard inter-
national distress signal
40. A fit of  shivering
41. Of  the present 
month
42. Charge for different 
currencies (3wrds)
47. Lofty nest of  a bird 

of  prey
48. A coniferous tree
49. Family, class or 
kind
50. Record of  hours 
worked (2wrds)
53. ____ Maria, Christ-
mas song
54. Unhappy
57. Half  the width of  
an em dash
58. Playing Scottish 
game on a rink
59. Cardplayers like 
this up their sleeves
60. Coming from the 
bottom
61. Time before pu-
berty
64. Bony (syn)
67. Middle of  a peach
68. To remove the lid
69. Nebraska river be-
comes tributary of  the 
Missouri River
70. Cutting cans open 
(2wrds)
72. Subject matters of  
conversations
73. In regard to or con-
cerning
74. 4th largest of  Great 
Lakes
75. Spaces created after 
mowing
76. Greek princess of  
Colchis
77. Taken to ascertain 
capability of  a person 
or thing
DOWN 
1. Place of  political 

unrest
2. Capital city of  Cam-
eroon
3. Move ahead
4. Period of  height-
ened sexual arousal
5. Cobra used as sym-
bol of  power
6. Braggart
7. Boot reaches half-
way up the knee
8. Open space below 
the roof
9. Female pronoun
10. Official language 
of  Kenya
11. Varriant of  Car-
oline
12. Use to one’s ad-
vantage
13. Short for Liberals
14. Rare past tense of  
alight
15. Swiss shag rugs 
(plr)
20. Lap of  cloth bor-
der doubled back and 
stitched down
26. Collect or gather
27. Pizza with the 
works
28. Ancient 3-stringed 
music instrument 
with pear-shaped body
32. Ruler of  the king-
dom
33. European Soci-
ety Studying English 
(Accro)
34. The local time at 
the 0 meridian
36. ‘Friend or __’

37. A representative 
of  a federal bureau
38. Pig noise
39. Infection in eye
40. Far away from 
one’s usual surround-
ings
42. Any means of  con-
trol
43. weapons
44. Drama set to mu-
sic
45. An itchy skin 
eruption
46. A type of  brew
47. Take in solid food
51. Chicken feed
52. Lacking satura-
tion
53. Type of  solvent
54. Genuine
55. Round worms 
with a 3-lipped mouth
56. Sunken (2wrds)
59. Arranged to be 
parallel
60. Substance curdles 
milk in making cheese
61. Small
62. Speaking your 
mind
63. A reminder
64. Prefer as an alter-
native
65. Not moving quick-
ly
66. Thin fibrous bark 
of  the paper mulberry
70. Cottish woolen cap
71. Association of  
parents and educators 
(accronym)

February 1
7:40 AM Police responded to a 

break-in at a construction site on 
Manser Road, near Crosshill. A 
trailer at the site was entered and 
several items were taken, including 
a full toolbox, a drill and a drill/saw 
combo. The Waterloo Regional Po-
lice identification unit collected 
several items from the scene; the 
investigation continues.

February 2
1:21 PM An Erb Street, Elmira 

resident reported a nearby aban-
doned bicycle. The girls’ purple, 
multi-speed mountain bike, which 

had been abandoned for several 
days, is being held at the Elmira 
police station pending owner iden-
tification.

February 3
4:30 PM A Guelph woman was 

charged with ‘red light, fail to stop’ 
following a two-vehicle collision 
at the intersection of Arthur Street 
and Sawmill Road. According to 
police, the woman entered the in-
tersection eastbound on a red light 
and struck a northbound pickup 
truck. Both drivers were taken to 
Grand River Hospital where they 
were treated for minor injuries; the 

Guelph woman sustained broken 
bones in the collision. Damage to 
the vehicles was significant.
4:40 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Sawmill Road, just 
west of Arthur Street, while traf-
fic waited for the collision noted 
at 4:30 p.m. to be cleared. An 
eastbound Guelph man who had 
stopped for traffic decided to re-
verse and struck a trailing Kitchen-
er woman in the process. Both ve-
hicles sustained moderate damage. 
There were no injuries. The Guelph 
man was charged with ‘start from a 
stopped position, not in safety.’

February 4
8:54 AM Elmira police were con-

tacted by family court officials in 
Kitchener and asked to arrest an 
Elmira man on a warrant under that 
court’s jurisdiction. The man was ar-
rested without incident at his work 
and taken for a bail hearing.
1:56 PM A Guelph woman was 

sideswiped by an Elmira man as 
the two simultaneously attempted  
to pass a horse-and-buggy on 
Barnswallow Drive, near First Street 
in Elmira. According to police, the 
Guelph woman was pulling out to 
pass a slow horse-and-buggy when 

a following vehicle – driven by an 
Elmira man – pulled out to pass 
and the two collided. Damage to 
the vehicles was described as mod-
erate. There were no injuries. The 
Elmira man was charged with ‘fail 
to yield, overtaking.’ The horse-
and-buggy wasn’t directly involved 
in the collision.
3:12 PM A break-in was reported 

at a Church Street, Elmira apart-
ment building. Sometime after 
7 a.m., an apartment door was 
forced open and a significant quan-
tity of cash was reported stolen. 
The apartment was ransacked and 

appeared to have been searched. 
A brown leather wallet containing 
two credit cards was also taken. 
There are no suspects. The investi-
gation continues.
4:40 PM A St. Clements caller re-

ported seeing a woman get into a 
van on Lobsinger Line with a baby 
on her lap. Police responded to the 
area but were unable to locate the 
van. However, the called obtained 
a licence plate marker and police 
plan to contact the registered own-
er to discuss the dangers of their 
actions.

▼ See MORE page 18

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In exchange for school 
ice time at Wellesley 
Township arenas, the 

public school board has 
offered to fully subsidize 
school rentals for adult 
not-for-profit groups. 
But that would be a hard 

Negotiations over ice time hit snag
Township would have a hard time justifying quid-pro-quo agreement with WRDSB, says CAO

DEATH NOTICESDEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES
Culling, James Leonard (Jim) 
Peacefully passed away at his residence in 
Moorefield on Tuesday February 8, 2005, in 
his 53rd year. 

Gascon, Edward
Mr. Edward Gascon, age 62 years, passed 
away peacefully, at home on Thursday Febru-
ary 3, 2005, with his family by his side. Local 
relatives are daughter,  Sharon Charter (Mike) 
of St. Jacobs.

Hammer, Mrs. Zerine J. M. 
Passed away on Wednesday February 2, 2005, 
at St. Mary’s Hospital, in Kitchener, Zerine Ju-
liana Marie (Yost) Hammer.  Sadly missed by 
her loving husband Gordon J. Hammer of St. 
Jacobs for 67 years. 

Horst, Henry 
Peacefully went to meet his Lord on Mon-

day, February 7, 2005. Henry resided at 
R.R. 2 Milverton, and was born in Wal-
lenstein. 

Hoy, Kenneth A. 
Passes away, peacefully, surrounded by his 
family after a brief illness, at St. Mary’s Gen-
eral Hospital , on Saturday February 5, 2005, 
in his 83rd year. Local relatives are brother-
in-law Howard Walz of Waterloo and Gordon 
Walz of Elmira and one sister-in-law Elaine 
Jacques of Waterloo. 

Martin, Simeon B. 
Peacefully entered eternal rest on Friday Feb-
ruary 4, 2005, at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitch-
ener. Simeon Martin, in his 77th year of St. 
Jacobs. 

McQuillin, Jean Howe 
Peacefully, at Leisureworld Caregiving Cen-

tre, Elmira, Saturday, Feb. 5, 2005, in her 94th 
year. 

Miller, Anna
Passed away peacefully, at her home in St. 
Clements, on February 4, 2005. 

Rumph, Lutina 
Passed away peacefully, in the presence 
of her Lord, at Shalom Manor, Grimsby, on 
Thursday February 3, 2005, Lutina Rumph 
(nee Kwant), in her 101st year. Local rela-
tives are Hilbert and Diny Rumph (Drayton) 
and John and Hilda Steenbergen (Dray-
ton). 

Woerner, Klaus 
It is with great sorrow that the family of Klaus 
Woerner announces his passing at home on 
Monday, Februrary 7th, 2005. 

deal to sign onto because 
it would be a one-sided 
agreement in Wellesley’s 
case, says the municipal-
ity’s chief  administrative 
officer.

“I felt that was some-
what of  a difficult 
situation for the town-
ship to deal with because 
we don’t have adult rec-

reation programs and we 
don’t have adult not-for-
profit groups under our 
jurisdiction who are not 
already using our facili-
ties for free,” Susan Duke 
told council Feb. 8, while 
giving an update on the 
situation.

“Also, it would seem to 
me that if  we were look-

ing at subsidizing adult 
group activities in the 
schools, we’re virtually 
asking them to go a free 
facility when we would 
otherwise hope to be able 
to rent our facilities to 
them.”

Last month, councillors 
agreed to provide schools 
within the township with 
free ice time until April 
15, after which schools 
will be charged $50 per 
hour. Traditionally, 
Wellesley PS has received 
free ice rentals while 
other schools in the town-
ship have not.

The township was 
trying to negotiate a re-
ciprocal-use agreement 
with the Waterloo Region 
District School Board af-
ter the free use came to 
council’s attention last 
year – a result of  the 
central booking system. 
Prior to that, community 

centre boards worked out 
individual agreements 
for use of  the arenas and 
school facilities.

Negotiations with the 
board, however, failed to 
result in an agreement. 
Discussions essentially 
stopped after the provin-
cial government pledged 
to provide school boards 
with funds to compensate 
for community use of  
their facilities.

The WRDSB is expected 
to receive $508,000 for that 
purpose, but a formal 
funding announcement 
has yet to be made.

With that money, ex-
plained manager of  plant 
operations Gerry Mills, 
the board plans to fully 
subsidize facility rentals 
for youth groups and 
cover 40 per cent of  the 
rental costs associated 
with adult not-for-profit 
groups affiliated with the 

municipalities.
During subsequent dis-

cussions with Wellesley, 
Mills agreed to cover the 
remaining 60 per cent of  
adult not-for-profit group 
rentals in lieu of  arena 
rental fees. Those funds, 
he noted, would not come 
from the community-use 
dollars as that’s not a per-
mitted use.

“We almost want to get 
back to where the old re-
ciprocal agreements first 
came from: let’s do a tit-
for-tat arrangement. … 
But in this case, the prob-
lem is there’s just not an 
awful lot to work with,” he 
told the Observer. “We’d 
be prepared to work with 
them on that.”

There are nine groups 
that rent time at Welles-
ley schools, the majority 
of  which are church-ori-
ented and therefore don’t 
qualify for the subsidy.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

RESTAURANTS
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SKATE SHARPENING
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

LIVESTOCK TRUCKING
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PLASTICS

TINY’S
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RENOVATIONS
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St. Jacobs Arena Annual Garage Sale • Saturday, April 16, 7:30 am. – 11:30 a.m.
To reserve space call Rich 669-2533��������������
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MORELAW
Continued from page 20

February 5
5:40 PM Police were called to in-

vestigate a speeding van on Elmira’s 
First Street West. Upon investigation, 
police located the suspect vehicle at 
a residential property on that road. 
It was discovered that the van’s li-
cence plates were registered to an-
other vehicle. The plates were seized 
and the investigation continues.

6:15 PM A two-vehicle collision 
occurred in a parking lot near the 
corner of Industrial Drive and Oriole 
Parkway in Elmira. An Elmira man 
reported he was reversing when 
he scraped the side of a parked ve-
hicle. The vehicle suffered moderate 
damage. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

February 7
1:26 PM An Elmira-area resident 

reported losing their Canadian citi-
zenship card. The card went miss-
ing sometime in the previous week. 
It’s unknown whether or not it was 
lost in the local area.
4:52 PM A Double Bend Lane 

resident, near Martin Creek Road, 
reported finding two licence plates 
in a nearby field. Police have con-
tacted the plate owners.

February 8
8:59 AM A ‘stop’ sign was dis-

covered laying on the ground at 
the intersection of Helm and Mary-
hill roads, the apparent victim of a 

hit-and-run collision. According to 
police, marks on the side of the 
road suggest the sign was struck 
and the vehicle continued. Police 
waited at the scene for Woolwich 
Township staff to attend with a 
temporary sign; the crew respond-
ed promptly.
9:50 AM A Wallenstein man 

knocked down a hydro pole and 
escaped unscathed after he lost 
control of his vehicle on an ice 
patch as he travelled along Cedar 
Spring Road. The man reported he 
was eastbound when he lost con-

trol of his vehicle and spun around. 
He entered a ditch backward, 
knocked down a hydro pole and 
went through a group of trees be-
fore coming to rest along a fence. 
The vehicle was demolished. No 
charges were laid.
6:59 PM Police responded to a 

break-in at a Country Spring Walk 
residence in Conestogo. Sometime 
after 8 a.m., a walk-in garage door 
was forced open and the house 
was ransacked. At the time of the 
report nothing was listed as miss-
ing. There are no suspects. The in-

vestigation continues.
February 9

8:10 AM A two-vehicle collision 
attracted police to the intersection 
of Northfield Drive and Line 86. A 
Listowel woman was stopped at 
the intersection heading east when 
she pulled ahead and struck a lead-
ing feed truck – reportedly a pre-
mature reaction to the light turning 
green. There was no damage to the 
feed truck, but the Listowel wom-
an’s vehicle was heavily damaged. 
No injuries were reported. There 
were no charges.
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Put down that bag of chips A little more nickel and diming Crosshill transfer station extends hours

▼ See DOCTORS page 20
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. FEBRUARY 16,  1PM - 3PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

SEEDLESS NAVEL 
ORANGES
OR

RUBY RED
GRAPEFRUIT

20LB BOX OF

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With basketballs and an im-
portant message in tow, 
the Twin City Spinners 
wheelchair basketball 

team touched down at Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School Wednesday 
(Feb. 9), where they showed off their 
hoop skills to a group of assembled 
students. But they did more than that: 
they promoted an upcoming fundrais-
ing campaign and increased aware-
ness about spinal cord disabilities. 

Masters of spin
Twin City Spinners kick off fundraising for spinal cord research at EDSS

The event marked the start of fund-
raising for the Rick Hansen Wheels 
in Motion day – held in Elmira June 
12. “We would like to pique the stu-
dents’ interest in coming out to the 
fundraiser and promoting an inter-
est in the Spinners. It’s a neat fund-
raiser,” said organizer Sheila Forler-
Bauman. “We want to encourage an 
awareness of the abilities of people 
with disabilities and the life-chang-
ing effects of spinal cord injuries.” 

Showcasing their basketball tal-
ent were five members of the Twin 
City Spinners team, who spoke to as-

sembled students about spinal cord 
disability. The team also received 
a donation of six basketballs from 
Wheels in Motion. 

Organization president Warren Ib-
botson, 35, a former EDSS student, is 
living proof how damaging a spinal 
cord injury can be: he was confined 
to a wheelchair after suffering a 
snowboarding accident in 1994. He 
spoke to students about his accident, 
hoping they would take valuable les-
sons away from his experience. 

“With my accident, even though 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A group of area doctors is hoping to 
combat the local physician shortage 
by assisting in the training process. 
Nine doctors in Waterloo Region – 

including Wellesley’s Brian Finn – are taking 
part in a new residency program designed to 
give physicians-in-training a firsthand look 
at what the area has to offer.

The hope, explained Finn, is that new doc-
tors will return to the area to establish prac-
tices when they’ve completed the required 
two years of residency training that follows 
medical school. Finn’s Wellesley Medical 
Centre provides a rural component to the 
program, which is offered through the Cen-
tre for Family Medicine currently under de-
velopment in Kitchener.

“That’s the only way you can really attract 
physicians now because there’s so much com-
petition out there. Different towns and re-
gions offer all kinds of incentives and offers, 
but if you get the residents to come here – not 
just Wellesley, but in Kitchener-Waterloo – 
and you get them to see what the community 

Residency 
program aims 

to increase 
exposure to 

rural practices
The best way to attract 

doctors is to show them the 
benefits firsthand, says Finn

▼ See INFO page 21

Healthy eating will be on the minds of many from EDSS as the local high 
school hosts an annual health fair Feb. 16 in the main gym. Healthy eat-
ing, living and various approaches to personal health will be the focus of 
the day, with displays and presentations from EDSS students. 

Meeting Feb. 8, Woolwich councillors endorsed a motion from the Town of 
Halton Hills calling for a deposit-return system on all metal, glass and plastic 
beverage containers in the province. The measure would motivate people to 
return and recycle, said Coun. Mark Bauman.

The Crosshill transfer station will now be open Thursdays and Saturdays 
after the Region of Waterloo approved to extend its hours of operation 
from one day to two. The move follows Wellesley council’s request last 
November.

TRYING IT OUT EDSS basketball player Dan Weber puts a wheelchair to the test as he races toward the net, with John Burns from the Twin City 
Spinners in close pursuit, during Wednesday’s exhibition game. KYLE REA
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It’s the food belt, 
not the green belt
Renaming the proposed farmland 

preservation initiative would start the healing
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is like and what it has to 
offer … they will decide 
‘this is where I want to 
come back,’” he told the 
Observer, suggesting ad-
vertising does little to at-
tract physicians.

“A lot of the residents 
are from bigger cities 
and they don’t even know 
where Wellesley is.”

Currently, Finn is the 
only doctor working in 
Wellesley Township, a 
provincially designated 
under-serviced munici-
pality. There is, however, 
a nurse practitioner in 
Linwood and the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre has been approved 
to establish a satellite of-

fice in the village, which 
is slated to include physi-
cian services.

Patients seen by the 
residents must first 
give their approval, the 
Wellesley doctor noted.

“They’re already quali-
fied physicians … so 
they can see patients and 
write prescriptions, then 
they just review the pa-
tients with me,” he said. 
“They would do every-
thing with me in the of-
fice, plus if we had to do 
house calls … and obstet-
rics at the hospital.”

The Wellesley Medical 
Centre is currently home 
to its second resident – 
who spends Tuesdays in 
the rural office and the 

rest of the week training 
with urban physicians. 
Residents come from the 
University of Western 
Ontario in London and 
McMaster University in 
Hamilton.

While neither resident 
has directly expressed 
a desire to set up their 
practice in Wellesley, 
they have spoken highly 
of their time at the rural 
practice, added Dr. Jo-
seph Lee, who’s heading 
the Centre for Family 
Medicine.

“They think it’s great, a 
very positive experience,” 
he said. “They found the 
patients very receptive 
and very supportive of 
what’s being done.”

Continued from page 19

Doctors take up residency 
in rural communities

Everyone’s banging 
their head against 
the wall about the 

proposed provincial 
Green Belt. How come? 
The province says the 
proposal – which would 
designate huge tracts 
of lands across Ontario 
“green,” and restricted 
from further development 
– is designed to preserve 
land for farming. That 
makes a lot of sense, par-
ticularly given the rate at 
which Ontario farmland 
is disappearing.

But ever since the prov-
ince started shopping 
around the proposal a few 
weeks ago, it’s been taking 
a beating, particularly at 
recent hearings dedicated 
to stakeholder input. It’s 
been called everything 
from “Green Botch” to 
draconian, along with a 
host of other adjectives 
that aren’t fit to print.

Bob Bedggood, a Lon-
don-area farmer who’s 
been central to farm 
politics for years (he’s 
the former president of 
the Christian Farmers 
Federation of Ontario, 
and the current chair of 
the Agricultural Adapta-
tion Council), offered his 
view of matter to 50-some 
attendees at a public lec-
ture at the University of 
Guelph this week, spon-
sored by the Ontario Ag-
ricultural College.

Like a lot of farmers, 
Bedggood doesn’t like 
the proposal, starting 
with its name. To him, 
“green” can mean parks, 
recreational lands, for-
ests, conservation areas 
and such. That’s what he 
thinks urbanites consid-
er green – they don’t nec-
essarily connect “green” 
to farmland. Bedggood 
thinks if the proposal is 

really supposed to protect 
farmland, which the gov-
ernment keeps saying it 
is, then the area it’s sup-
posed to protect should 
be called a Food Belt, not 
a Green Belt.

Notice, he didn’t suggest 
“Farm Belt.” As much as 
people respect farmers, 
the word “food” is more 
meaningful. And “Food 
Belt” nails it. If it’s not 
too stark or bold for the 
province, it could really 
help define the proposed 
legislation’s mission.

And it needs help. De-
spite its noble intentions, 
the green belt proposal 
is fundamentally telling 
farmers what to do. They 
don’t like that. They 
don’t like being told that 
someone in an office in 
Toronto will decide if, 
when and who they can 
sell their farm to. As un-
derlined by their public 
shows of growing dis-
content, they’re unhappy 
with people in offices in 
Toronto – people, for ex-
ample, who tell them they 
can’t control predators on 
their land, and that they 
can’t have a miniscule 
part of the huge income 
from tobacco taxes to 
help them switch to other 
crops.

But farmers do under-
stand the need to preserve 
farmland, and most of 
them have a vested inter-
est in making sure good 
land doesn’t get paved 
or built over. They’ll 
work with a preserva-
tion-minded province, if 
its officials can under-
stand the consequences 

of enacting legislation 
preventing citizens from 
selling their own land. 
Such a measure prompt-
ed the term draconian to 
emerge. Farmers want 
some kind of compensa-
tion if they’re prevented 
from selling their land. 
But compensation for 
what? A sale they hadn’t 
started to make? It’s a 
delicate, confusing mat-
ter.

At the OAC lecture, 
Bedggood was joined by 
Prof. Stew Hilts, chair of 
the university’s depart-
ment of land resource 
science. Hilts, a pioneer 
in rural landowner-pub-
lic interactions, wonders 
how much (or little) sci-
ence went into drawing 
the boundaries of the 
proposed green belt. He’s 
particularly concerned 
that an affiliated “what 
now?” document called 
Places To Grow, which 
directs deterred develop-
ers elsewhere, pointed to 
the Kitchener and Guelph 
area. Some may say that’s 
good for business. But if 
the province decides to 
make it hard to develop 
around the GTA but eas-
ier elsewhere, it could 
throw water on carefully 
constructed regional de-
velopment plans … plans 
that have already consid-
ered a balance between 
farmland preservation 
and development.

Guelph as a place to 
grow is the topic for the 
next lecture, February 
23. Check http://www.
oac.uoguelph.ca for more 
information.
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Specials: Feb. 14-19

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

Extra Lean Ground Beef.....$3.49 lb.

Eye of Round Roasts..........$3.99 lb.

Butterfly Pork Chops.........$4.49 lb.

Smoked Turkey
Drumsticks.....................$1.29 lb.

Deli Sliced
Black Forest Ham.............$4.49 lb.

Pine River
Medium Cheddar.............$6.49 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

1386 King St., St. Jacobs 
(519) 664-3610

We love to see you coming back for more. Over 
your next four evening visits, you can save 
up to $50 off dining with
these valuable coupons.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$

1396 King St. North
ST. JACOBS 664-2286

Not valid with any other offer.
No cash value.

Valid until March 11, 2005.

Purchase an evening entrée
or dinner buffet, receive

discounts on evening dining
at Stone Crock.

Please retain this coupon for validation.

$5
$ 01
$15

FREE BUFFET

Off 1st visit

Up to Off 2nd visit

Up to  Off 3rd visit

 4th visit

Up to$50
Off Dining
Valid 4 pm-8 pm only

with this coupon
One coupon per person.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$

1396 King St. North
ST. JACOBS 664-2286

Not valid with any other offer.
No cash value.

Valid until March 11, 2005.

Purchase an evening entrée
or dinner buffet, receive

discounts on evening dining
at Stone Crock.

Please retain this coupon for validation.

$5
$ 01
$15

FREE BUFFET

Off 1st visit

Up to Off 2nd visit

Up to  Off 3rd visit

 4th visit

Up to$50
Off Dining

Restaurant & Catering

Valid 4 pm-8 pm only
with this coupon

One coupon per person.

1396 King St. North ST. JACOBS 664-2286

The more you dine,
the more you save!

Valid
4 pm - 8 pm

only

1402 King Street, St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3612

atse Tr oT Tw rye !N

Caramel
Crunch Candy

$4.99 Tub

Stone Crock’s

$7.50Each

•Strawberry Rhubarb Custard
•Blueberry • Dutch Apple
•Covered Apple • Cherry

Ready To Bake

PieFRESH

FROZEN

Please Note:  Vidalia’s Market Dining is temporarily closed for renovations, re-opening in March.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s no escaping 
the written word. 
In celebration of lit-

eracy week (Feb. 11 to 17), 
Wellesley Public School 
students will be regaled 
with the favourite writ-
ten tales of a variety of 
local professionals.

“The goal of the week is 
to enjoy reading, to enjoy 
literacy … but also to ac-
knowledge that reading 
happens everywhere for 
everyone,” explained prin-
cipal Irene Rotberg. “It’s 
an opportunity to engage 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Horse barn owners 
across Ontario 
can breathe a little 

easier this week, after the 
province agreed to put a 
freeze on property reas-
sessments – a practice 
that is leading to closure 
within the riding and 
boarding industry, says 
the Association of Riding 
Establishments (ARE).

Over the past two years, 
the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation 

Province puts freeze on horse barn reassessments
ARE applauds the move, says reclassification may mean closure

(MPAC) – contracted by 
the province to conduct 
all property assessments 
– has been actively re-
classifying riding and 
boarding stables from ag-
ricultural to commercial. 
That reclassification has 
increased municipal tax 
bills between $13,000 
and $20,000 on average, 
explained Leslie Brooks, 
co-chair of the ARE 
MPAC committee, lead-
ing some owners to close 
their doors.

“We are very happy with 
the news and optimistic, 

but I’m still concerned, of 
course, because it doesn’t 
mean long-term that we 
have a solution,” she told 
the Observer, referring to 
the reassessment freeze 
as an “excellent” start.

“At least the problem 
won’t get any worse for 
right now.”

According to the Min-
istry of Finance, there 
were “several dozen” 
horse barn properties 
across that province re-
classified in 2004 and 
2005. Facilities related to 
the horseracing industry 

continue to hold a farm-
ing designation, while 
those who offer riding les-
sons and/or horse board-
ing are being relisted as 
commercial operations, 
at least for part of their 
land.

There have been no re-
assessment complaints 
filed with Woolwich 
Township, but there are 
letters of concern circu-
lating, commented direc-
tor of financial services 
Dan Chapman.

For every $1,000 of as-
sessed farmland in Wool-

wich, $2.77 in property 
taxes is billed. The same 
value of commercial 
space would be billed 
$37.48.

“All the people that 
need to talk about this, 
we’ve already all talked, 
so it isn’t like we’re go-
ing into this cold. We’ve 
met with all the parties 
that would have a say in 
this … now we have to 
get together as a group,” 
Brooks explained, not-
ing her group, MPAC and 
other parties were asked 
to meet and come up with 

solution to the problem 
within 30 days. “We’re 
fairly up to speed. Hope-
fully we can come to an 
agreement.

“We (ARE) believe that 
all horses should be treat-
ed the same. Horses are 
livestock and taking care 
of livestock should be 
farming,” she said. “We’re 
saying it shouldn’t mat-
ter whether you’re a race-
horse or whether you’re 
being used for riding les-
sons or boarding some-
body’s horse, the care of 
that horse is farming.”

Storytellers celebrate literacy week
“We all need to be literate, no matter what we do,” says principal

in storytelling and read-
ing just for the fun of it.”

Throughout the week, 
the school’s 20 classes 
will visit the library for 
at least two guest story-
tellers – the majority of 
whom come directly from 
the surrounding commu-
nity. In addition to Water-
loo-Wellington MPP Ted 
Arnott, a radio person-
ality and two Kitchener 
Rangers hockey players, 
storytellers include a bus 
driver, a librarian, a fire-
fighter, a veterinarian, a 
police officer and several 
others from Wellesley 
Village.

Each storytelling ses-
sion will see the guest 
speaker read from an 
age-appropriate favourite 
of theirs or choose from a 
selection of works provid-
ed by the school. The 35-
minute sessions will also 
include a description of 
how reading and writing 
relate to their profession, 
followed by a question 
and answer period.

“We have a lot of commu-
nity persons who are quite 
willing to help and come 
into the school and partic-
ipate, so it was very easy 
to involve a lot of commu-
nity members. I thought 

it was a good opportunity 
to bring community and 
school together,” Rotberg 
told the Observer, noting 
this is the first time the 
school has done this.

“These are the people 
that a lot of the children 
know.”

The week of activities 
actually started Friday 
(Feb. 11) with a visit from 
professional storyteller 
Mary-Eileen McClear, 
who has performed at the 
Toronto Festival of Story-
telling and on CBC radio.

Storytelling sessions 
run until Thursday; Fri-
day is a PD day.

I was older, I did have it 
snowboarding so I can re-
late to some of the kids,” 
Ibbotson told the Ob-
server. “I want them to be 
aware of what’s around 
them and their surround-
ings.

“While I was lying there 
[that day], it felt like my 
body had been split into 
two pieces,” he told the 
crowd of assembled high 
school students.  “If I get a 
message across to anyone 
in this gym today: value 
your life and realize that 
your body is fragile.” 

Ibbotson also explained 
to students how he has 
titanium rods in his back 

and that while he has re-
ceived some function in 
his legs, he must still rely 
on supports. 

With physiotherapy, two 
months after the accident  
Ibbotson was back out, 
trying to remain active. 
That’s how he happened 
upon the Twin City Spin-
ners. Soon, he was on the 
team and three years 
ago, he assumed the title 
of team president, which 
he has held ever since. 

“Our club is probably 
one of the best in Ontar-
io as far as funding and 
supporting our athletes. 
Most of our athletes have 
gone on to the national 
program.”

Info on wheels
Continued from page 19
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Putting your best food forward in the form of high numbers
Q.  Which two animals have 
life expectancies of about 
seventy years, select mates 
for life, provide collective 
care for their young, suffer 
death from heart disease, 
bury their dead and kill for 
love of drink?

A.  People and pachy-
derms, answers Ronald 
K. Siegel, Ph.D., in Intoxi-
cation:  Life in Pursuit of 
Artificial Paradise. It’s 
odd to think of elephants 
consuming alcohol, but 
they certainly will if 
given the opportunity, at 
times with a vengeance:  
In West Bengal, a herd of 
150 bulled their way into 
an illegal still and gorged 
themselves on moonshine 
mash, then went on a 
drunken rampage across 
the countryside, tram-
pling huts, demolishing 
buildings, ultimately kill-
ing five people and injur-

ing a dozen.      In his 1857 
travels, missionary David 
Livingstone noted the pas-
sion with which certain 
African elephants ate fer-
mented Borassus fruits, 
devouring all that had 
ripened and fallen and 
then shaking the trees for 
more.

Trained elephants in 
shows, if given a “menu,” 
prefer a 7 percent alcohol 
solution (avoiding lower 
or higher concentrations) 
and will down the equiva-
lent of 35 cans of beer, says 
Siegel.  This is enough to 
start many of them growl-
ing, flapping their ears 
(for cooling), swaying 
and leaning against their 
chains to keep upright.
Q.  Most of us are lucky to 
remember a 10-digit phone 
number.  How about recalling 
36 random digits, or 36,000? 
Is this humanly possible?

A.  Rajan Mahadevan 
made The Guinness Book 
of Records for reciting the 
first 99,000 digits of pi, a 
mathematical number 
most of us know simply as 
3.14, or maybe 3.1416.  Call 
out 50 random digits that 
you just dreamed up and 
he can repeat them for-
ward or backward.

Mahadevan said his se-
cret is “chunking” the 
numbers into manage-
able units.  For example, 
explains Rod Plotnik 
in Introduction to Psy-
chology, here’s how Ma-
hadevan broke up one 
substring of 14 digits 
— 11131217351802:  “He 
chunked 111 and named it 

`Nelson’ because Admiral 
Nelson had one eye, one 
arm and one leg; he chun-
ked 312 and named it the 
`area code of Chicago’; he 
chunked 1735 and  amed it 
`29’ because Ben Frank-
lin was 29 in 1735; and he 
chunked 1802 as `plus 2’ 
because John Adams oc-
cupied the White House 
in 1800.”

Then, to recite the num-
ber, he recalled:  Nelson, 
Chicago area code, Ben 
Franklin, John Adams.
Q.  Take a trip down memory 
lane as you see how many of 
these classic mnemonic de-
vices you can decode, from 
Spencer Rathus’ Essentials 
of Psychology: 1. Every Good 

Boy Does Fine  2. Roy G. Biv  
3. HOMES  4. Mercury’s very 
eager mother just served 
us nine potatoes  5. Turn 
the letters D and B on their 
sides  6. May I have a large 
container of coffee?  7. Poor 
Queen Victoria eats crow at 
Christmas

A.  1. Musical treble 
clef notes EGBDF   2. Ac-
ronym for colors of the 
rainbow, red to violet   3. 
The Great Lakes Huron, 
Ontario, Michigan, Erie, 
Superior   4. Order of nine 
planets out from the sun   
5. One hump for Drom-
edary camels, two for 
Bactrian   6. First eight 
digits of mathematical pi, 
3.1415926, by counting let-
ters in each word   7. Seven 
hills of Rome – Palatine, 
Quirinal, etc.
Q.  “Quick, estimate the an-
swer to 8 x 7 x 6 x 5 x 4 x 3 
x 2 x 1.”  Ask this of several 

friends, then have others es-
timate 1 x 2 x 3 x 4 x 5 x 6 x 
7 x 8.  How did you just prove 
“It’s important to make a 
good first impression”?

A.  When something like 
this was tried, the aver-
age guess for the descend-
ing series was 2,250, but 
only 512 the other way, 
says Spencer Rathus in 
Essentials of Psychology.  
Obviously, both yield the 
same answer: 40,320.

Apparently, people see-
ing “8” in the initial po-
sition psychologically 
anchored on the higher 
numbers, pushing their 
estimates up.  The op-
posite occurred with the 
reverse sequence.  Once 
formed, estimators’ first 
impressions of the series 
prevailed, in spite of the 
subsequent numbers.

Moral:  Put your best foot 
(high numbers) forward.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884

February 12 
Quilt and Tea from 9 a.m. – noon at Breslau Menno-
nite Church. Come and put a stitch in a special quilt 
that  is being made for the Breslau Homecoming and 
will be auctioned off the week-end of June 10-12. For 
more information on evening quilt times call Cheryl 
at 648-2947 or visit the website www.breslau.org/
homecoming
Italian Valentine’s Dinner Calvary United Church, 
St. Jacobs at 6 p.m. come and enjoy a spaghetti 
dinner as well as Italian entertainment. Advanced 
tickets only are $15 and can be purchased by calling 
669-5192 or 664-2311. 

February 13
Evening Service featuring guest speaker Rev. Gord 
William, 7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 
685 Avenue at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. For more 
information call 888-7870. Free-will offering. 

February 15 
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. – 1:15 
p.m. Baked spaghetti & meatballs, salad, roll, rasp-
berry chiffon squares, coffee, tea $8. Soup & roll 
to go - $2. Soup, roll, dessert to go $4. Everyone 
Welcome.  

February 17
Invest In Your Health : I’m OK – We’re all Ok dur-
ing menopause! 7 – 8:30 p.m. Balancing nutrition, 
fitness and lifestyle. No cost. To register call 664-
3794.
Health Education Session 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Foods 
That Help – Foods That Harm with Marilyn Temple, 
Registered Dietitian. No registration, no cost. 664-
3794.
Women’s Network Breakfast 7:30 a.m., At The 
Crossroads Restaurant. Guest Speaker: David Ante-
bi. Join us for an informative talk on women’s health 
issues. New members welcome. Cost $6. Please call 
669-8133 by Feb. 15. 

February 19
Roast Beef Dinner 5-7 p.m. Trinity United Church, 21 
Arthur St., N., Elmira. Adults $12, children age 5 – 12 
$5, under 5 free. Tickets available until Feb. 17 at Read’s 
Decorating 669-3658 or the Church Office 669-5560. 

February 20
Heartsong Trio, 7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian 
Church, 685 Avenue at Northfield Dr., in Waterloo. For 
more information call 888-7870. Free-will offering. 

February 22
Steps To Heart Health 3-5 p.m. A group program for 
those with high cholesterol. No cost. Registration is re-
quired. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 

February 25 
The First Tap – The Waterloo Wellington Maple 
Syrup producers and the Elmira Maple Syrup Festi-
val invite you to the 1st tree tapping ceremony of the 
2005 maple syrup season. 10:30 a.m., tree tapping 
ceremony 11 a.m., lunch 11:30. Maple Syrup “Shack” 
of John and Dorothy Hertzberger, 1107 Sugar Forest 
Place – off Regional Rd. 22 (Northfield Dr) approx. 
two km south of Regional Rd 86 (watch for signs). 

February 26 
Woolwich Community Lions Club 2nd Annual “House 
Parties” fundraiser from 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Trinity 
United Church (Arthur St. Elmira). A fun filled event 
with various different “home party” consultants. Sit 
and relax in our tea room and enjoy a cup of hot tea 
or coffee, sandwiches and delicious baked goods. All 
proceeds to our Playground Equipment Project at Li-
ons Park in Elmira. 

February 27
Jubilation Chorus; a 50 male choir will be perform-
ing at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs at 7 pm. 
Everyone welcome. Free-will offering and refresh-
ments. Our church is wheelchair accessible.
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REAL
ESTATE

BUYING OR SELLING: IT’S WHERE YOU WANT TO BE!
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 to 
2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $225,900. Semi-
detached homes starting at $193,900. Visit our models 
and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive, Elmira.

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP
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PRIVATE SALE
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669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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FAMILYALBUM
40TH ANNIVERSARY / 60TH BIRTHDAY

Durrell & Sheila invite you to help celebrate 
their parents 40th Anniversary and their 

father’s 60th Birthday at an open house on 
February 20th from 2-4pm at the 

Floradale Mennonite Church. 
Best Wishes Only.

McTAGGART
We would like to thank everybody who attended our 60th 

Wedding Anniversary brunch held at the Charcoal Steak House.
Many thanks for all the cards, gifts, flowers and phone calls. 

A special heart-felt thanks to our family who 
arranged the celebration for us.

Our family is our most treasured possession.
Mom, Dad, Nana, Papa

CARD OF THANKS
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ELAINE & LORNE BOWMAN, LORNE BOWMAN



V IS IT  YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER,  JEEP ® ,  DODGE RETAILER OR DAIMLERCHRYSLER.CA  
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ††, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of new in-stock 2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser
and Dodge SX 2.0 models equipped as described. Prices and total obligations listed exclude freight ($1,050 for PT Cruiser, $1,000 SX 2.0), licence, insurance, applicable taxes, registration, retailer
charges and $50 PPSA. Offers are subject to change without notice. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for 
complete details and conditions. * Cash purchase prices apply only to 2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser (27D) and Dodge SX 2.0 (21D) and cannot be combined with purchase financing. † Lease is based on
48 month term for 2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser (27D): total lease obligation is $13,872 @ 1.8% ALR. Chrysler PT Cruiser with 4-speed automatic transmission (28D): total lease obligation is $14,496 @
1.8% ALR. Chrysler PT Cruiser (27D) with air conditioning (HAA): total lease obligation is $14,496 @ 1.8% ALR. Chrysler PT Cruiser with 4-speed automatic transmission and air conditioning
(28D+HAA): total lease obligation is $15,120 @ 1.8% ALR. First month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. †† Lease is based on 60 month term for 2005 Dodge SX 2.0 (21D):
total lease obligation is $11,940 @ 1.3% ALR. Dodge SX 2.0 with 4-speed automatic transmission (24D): total lease obligation is $12,720 @ 1.3% ALR. Dodge SX 2.0 (21D) with air conditioning (HAA):

total lease obligation is $12,720 @ 1.3% ALR. Dodge SX 2.0 with 4-speed automatic transmission and air conditioning (24D+HAA): total lease obligation is
$13,500 @ 1.3% ALR. First month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600 for 48-month leases and 102,000 for
60-month leases; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ** 0% purchase financing up to 48 months on new, in-stock 2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser (all models)
and Dodge SX 2.0 (all models). Example: $21,600 financed @ 0% for 48 months, monthly payment is $450, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation
is $21,600. If customers choose 0% financing they forego additional incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate factoring in these
incentives could be up to 11.04%. ™Sentry Key is a trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ™Fold-and-Tumble is a trademark of Intier Automotive Inc.

COOL LOOKS. HOT PRICES.
2005 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER GT TURBO

PURCHASE FINANCING **FOR 48 MONTHS
ON ALL 2005 SX 2.0 & PT CRUISER MODELSOR CHOOSE 0%

• 2.4L 150hp DOHC 4-cylinder engine • 5-speed 
manual transmission • Fold-and-Tumble™ /removable
rear seats • AM/FM stereo with CD player, CD changer
controls and six premium speakers • Tilt steering 

• 15-inch steel wheels with covers and bright 
lug nut caps • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 

• Next-generation driver and front passenger airbags 

2005 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 

$289 †
OR LEASE FOR

$15,998 *
PURCHASE FOR

A MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH

DOWN PAYMENT 
SECURITY DEPOSIT

$0
FOR

MORE GET AN 
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

$13 †

FOR MORE GET AIR CONDITIONING
$13 †

LEASE FOR

$12,988 *
OR PURCHASE FOR

A MONTH FOR 60 MONTHS WITH

DOWN PAYMENT 
SECURITY DEPOSIT

$0
FOR

MORE GET AN 
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

$13 † †

FOR MORE GET AIR CONDITIONING
$13 † †

• 132 hp 2.0L SOHC 16V engine 

• 5-speed manual transmission 

• AM/FM/CD stereo with CD changer controls & 

six premium speakers • Fog lamps • Tilt steering 

• Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer  

• Next-generation driver and front passenger airbags

2005 DODGE SX 2.0 $199 ††
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