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The bell tolls in Kitchener-Conestoga

Land swap could solve EDSS smoking issue
Approved by board, proposal to be discussed when Woolwich council meets Tuesday

Pundits see Myers retaining seat in riding refl ective of party fortunes

RICHARD VIVIAN

DECEMBER 3, 2005 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 1    

BIG GUNS  Conservative Party leader Stephen Harper brought the campaign tour to Kitchener-Conestoga this week in support of 
local candidates. Harper was greeted by about 400 supporters as he visited RIM Park Thursday afternoon (Dec. 1).
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1 UNION STREET,
ELMIRA

TEL: 669-3072 

Store Hours 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30; 
Saturday 9:30-5:00; 

Sunday Closed 

If You Love Our‘Bling’...

• EARRINGS

• BRACELETS

• BROOCHES

• WATCHES ...then you’re gonna love our watches!...then you’re gonna love our watches!

Only
$19.99

• EARRINGS• EARRINGS• EARRINGS

• BRACELETS

• BROOCHES

• WATCHES• WATCHES• WATCHES• WATCHES• WATCHES• WATCHES

Great Selection!

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As goes Ontario in next 
month’s federal elec-
tion, so too will the 
riding of Kitchener-

Conestoga, say local political 
scientists. Based on current 
projections, incumbent Liberal 
Lynn Myers is likely to retain 
his seat.

Crunching the latest poll 
numbers, Barry Kay, associate 
professor of political science at 
Wilfrid Laurier University pre-
dicted election results on Jan. 
23 will mirror the June 2004 
vote that returned a minority 
Liberal government.

“On the basis of those num-
bers, I would say Myers would 
still be well ahead … he would 
still have a lead. The same kind 
of lead he had last time.”

An Ipsos Reid poll Nov. 29 put 
the Liberals and Conservatives 
deadlocked at 31 per cent, with 
the NDP at 18 and the Green 
Party enjoying fi ve per cent 
of decided voters. A previous 
week’s poll had the Liberals 
ahead by four points. The bal-
ancing act could conceivably 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Where there’s smoke 
… there should be 
fewer complaints 
as Elmira District 

Secondary School prepares 
to move its smoking area. 
A land-swap deal between 
Woolwich Township and the 
school board is expected to be 
approved next week.

The plan would see a por-

tion of the school property 
become township property, 
while a portion of University 
Avenue in front of the building 
becomes school property. The 
reciprocal-use arrangement 
won endorsement of the Wa-
terloo Region District School 
Board, and awaits ratifi cation 
from township council. The 
item will be on the agenda Dec. 
6, with staff recommending 
its approval, clerk Christine 
Broughton said this week.

The move essentially uses a 
technicality to develop a new 
smoking area away from neigh-
bours: provincial laws prevent 
smoking on school property, so 
turning over a small piece of 
land to the municipality would 
offi cially take that area off cam-
pus. The property in question 
is at the rear of the school, near 
the Brubacher Street entrance.

If council agrees, EDSS will 
make the change effective Jan. 
1, said principal Gary Ayre. He 

has already started informal 
talks with students who use 
the University Avenue location 
– the so-called U in front of the 
school – as a smoking area. 

“We’ll formally meet with 
them next week if the idea pass-
es at council, looking at ways to 
have a transition to the re-des-
ignated area.”

With a new central smoking 
area, the school will move stu-
dents away from the streets sur-
rounding the building, reduc-

ing the number of complaints 
from nearby residents.

Neighbourhood complaints 
about acts of vandalism and 
littering from students con-
gregating around the school 
prompted the change in the 
fi rst place. Concerns brought 
to council earlier this year 
prompted a series of meetings 
involving residents, school 
administrators, township of-
fi cials and police.

have an impact on the local 
race, Kay suggested.

“If that applied – and I don’t 
want to suggest that it would 
– but if that applied province-
wide, than I think Kitchener-

Conestoga would move into a 
too-close-to-call range.”

Along with Myers for the Lib-
erals and Harold Albrecht for 
the Conservatives, the race  
includes NDP candidate Len 

Carter and Kris Stapleton for 
the Green Party.

Kitchener-Conestoga is con-
sidered a bellwether riding, an 
indicator of voter sentiment. 
The kind the Conservatives 

will need to win if they are to 
make inroads in Ontario. In 
past years, when the ballots 
included both a Progressive 
Conservative and a Canadian 
Alliance candidate, the com-
bined right-leaning vote beat 
out the Liberal tally. However, 
under the united banner, the 
Conservatives were unable to 
overcome Myers last year.

With clearly different parties, 
opposition candidates are un-
likely to work together to sway 
voters here, said Kay.

“The NDP is hardly going 
to endorse the Conservatives 
anyway. If anything it would 
be more likely that some New 
Democrat voters bleed off to the 
Liberals, but that’s perhaps not 
going to happen anyway,” he 
said. “I think the fact that we 
have a system that whereby it’s 
fi rst-past-the-post in each rid-
ing, it’s winner-takes-all and 
it’s not unusual for candidates, 
in fact it’s common for candi-
dates to win with less than 50 
per cent of their riding.”

Adding to the back-and-forth 
this time out is the extra-long 
campaign. Normally closer to 
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SUNDAYS     12-5

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

Entire 
SelectionSAVE UP TO 30% OFF

WINTER OUTERWEAR
Rainforest Jackets & Coats • WeatherMan Jackets/Coats/TopCoats

Wool & Caschmere Car Coats/ Over Coats 
by Empire-Biella,Navigare, and S. Cohen
Warm Washable Waterproof FarWest
Mens & Ladies Jackets & Coats
Down-filled and Poly-filled Warm
Parkas by Alpine & WeatherMan
Business Casual Jackets & Coats 

by Bugatti

SAVE 25% OFF
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Our Entire Collection of
Bomber Jackets • Hipster Jackets
Car Coats • Leather Blazers

Brands Include:
Jez, WeatherMan, 

Bod & Christensen, Couture

SAVE 
15% OFF

Pajama’s • Bathrobes • Belts
Suspenders • Caps & Hats

All Leather Casual & Dress Gloves
Dress/Casual/Work Socks 

(Includes King Sizes)
Interlock Turtle Necks & 
Mock Turtle Necks 

OUR SELECTION HAS 
NEVER BEEN THIS COMPLETE

SAVE 25% OFF
THIS SEASON’S NEWEST COLLECTIONS
Mens Suits • Dress Shirts 
Trousers • Blazers 

Sport-Jackets • Dress Knits
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Ralph Lauren, Michael Adam, Gala
Riviera, Design II, Sansabelt, Merit

Jackets & Suits Sizes 38 to 56
Dress Shirts Sizes 15 to 20

SAVE UP TO 30% OFF
MENS CASUAL APPAREL
Shirts • Sweaters • Slacks • Knits • Denims

Kahkis • Cords • Business Casual

Our Most Extensive
Selection Ever!
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Victorinox, Casa Moda, Savoie, Horst, Modango,
Tommy Hilfiger, Cotton Reel, Polo Ralph Lauren
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Wrangler, Mustang, North 44°

& Many More          
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50% to 70% OFF50% to 70% OFF
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EXTRA
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ON MENS
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Alterations Extra, Layaways Available with Deposit
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Grouping
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All for one
RICHARD VIVIAN

▼ See CHURCHES page 7

   ▼   YOU’LL ALWAYS GET THE STRAIGHT GOODS HERE: THE OBSERVER, TELLING IT LIKE IT IS WEEK IN AND WEEK OUT. WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY’S #1 SOURCE.

Elmira-area churches show support for one another through prayer

CORRECTION

Wellesley ignores call for 
amalgamation review

Locals to return to 
Canadian hockey team

Thieves target vehicle 
contents in Elmira

Collision with deer 
ditches vehicle
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Seeing themselves on different roads 
to the same goal, churches around 
Elmira are offering up prayers for 
each other. A recent initiative sees 

congregations putting in a good word for 
those of other denominations.

The practice aims to heighten the spirit 
of cooperation between the area churches, 
playing on the similarities of those of the 
Christian faith. 

“From our end … we thought that we 
weren’t doing enough for ecumenism in 
the area. We thought one way to do that is 
to heighten people’s awareness that these 
churches not only exist, but it’s good for us 
to pray for them as well,” said Fr. Tim Uni-
ac of Elmira’s St. Teresa of Avila Church, 
who initiated the effort locally. 

“It’s a good awareness for people here at 
my church that we’re not alone, that we’re 
all trying to do the same thing, we’re all 
moving in the same direction and it’s good 
to work together.”

The idea, he explained, was born soon af-
ter he returned to the church – Uniac pre-

viously led St. Teresa between 1994 and 
1996; in August, he replaced Fr. George 
Nowak, who left on a sabbatical – and at-
tended a meeting of the Elmira and Dis-
trict Ministerial Association (EDMA). 

“I thought we needed to do more in 
terms of supporting one another. This 
kind of flowed from that,” he explained. 
“We pray for things like ‘May they expe-
rience God’s love, continue to proclaim 
the gospel,’ those kinds of reflections.”

Since September, the St. Teresa congre-
gation has done just that, with another 
church from the EDMA in-mind. Each 
month a different church is chosen; the 
particular prayers change weekly.

With the arrival of Advent – the begin-
ning of the church year – last Sunday, 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
joined in the effort. Other churches in the 
EDMA are also taking part.

“At our ministerial [association] we all 
thought that was a wonderful idea and we 
should do that at our churches as well,” 
said Pastor Hans Borch, who noted ecu-
menical efforts are nothing new to the 
community. 

“When other churches have mentioned 

that they’re praying for us, members of our 
congregation were initially surprised, but 
then pleased. … They’re very grateful for 
those prayers and that makes it easier for 
us to pray for another church within the 
community as well.”

The prayers, Uniac and Borch say, have 
met with acceptance among congregation 
members, who have offered positive feed-
back.

“We have people who come here, through 
marriage and so forth, who are not Catho-
lic and they appreciate the fact that we’re 
recognizing the importance of praying for 
other churches. They feel more at home 
here, I believe,” Uniac said.

“The hope that I have is recognition, even 
without our own congregation that we’re 
not alone, that there are other churches 
within the community and they’re follow-
ing the same God that we are. They may do 
it a little bit differently than we do, but ulti-
mately it’s the same God,” added Borch.

All of the EDMA-member congregations 
will be prayed for as the initiative contin-
ues, Uniac noted. After that, it may grow to 
include churches of other faiths.

A gym bag and power tools were taken 
overnight Nov. 25, as thieves entered 
three vehicles in Elmira. The largest heist 
saw more than $5,000 worth of equip-
ment removed when a business truck 
was broken into on Union Street.
Also on Union Street,  another vehicle 

was illegally entered and a gym bag 
was taken. It contained several pieces 
of clothing. The third report took police 
to nearby Memorial Avenue, where a 
vehicle was rummaged through. At the 
time of the report, nothing was reported 
stolen.
There are no suspects.

As talks of amalgamation continue across 
the region, Wellesley is backing away from 
calls for a provincial review. This week 
councillors ignored a call from Kitchener 
council seeking an “objective” review of 
the impacts of municipal amalgamation.
Kitchener’s motion asks the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing to take a 
look at affordability, accountability and 
political accessibility in determining the 
impact on finances and services.
The review, Kitchener council states, 

should address the “practical as well as 
theoretical issues” with an emphasis on 
public perception rather than elected of-
ficials and administrators.
Mayor Ross Kelterborn questioned what 

the downside would be of such a review, 
but, as chair of the administration and fi-
nance committee, he couldn’t move to sup-
port the matter. No others around the table 
chose to address Kitchener’s request.

A Collingwood man was taken to hospi-
tal with glass fragments in his face after 
a deer was struck and killed on Katherine 
Street last Sunday (Nov. 27), near Saw-
mill Road. The man reported noticing 
something blur quickly across the head-
lights of an oncoming vehicle seconds 
before the collision occurred.
The deer landed on the man’s hood and 

crashed through the front windshield, 
sending pieces of glass flying. Startled by 
the impact, the driver lost control and en-
tered a ditch before his vehicle rolled over. 
Damage to the vehicle was significant. 

The driver was treated and released from 
hospital with minor injuries.

A story that appeared in last week’s Ob-
server (Senior students bond with senior 
citizens, Nov. 26/05) makes incorrect 
references to Leisureworld Caregiving 
Centre; the centre is a long-term care fa-
cility. The story also mistakenly suggests 
all of the senior participants in the Bridg-
ing The Gap program suffer from some 
form of dementia; this is not the case.  
The Observer regrets the error.

SAY A LITTLE PRAYER  As a sign of support for one another, Elmira-area churches are exchanging prayers. The concept was first implemented by Father Tim Uniac 
of St. Teresa of Avila Church.

When the Canadian Amputee Hockey 
Team heads off to defend its world 
championship this spring, Woolwich 
and Wellesley will be represented. The 
team lineup, announced Thursday, sees 
Elmira resident Vaughan MacDonald 
and Kory Lorentz of St. Clements re-
turned to the roster, the latter as cap-
tain.
The squad is off to Riga, Latvia in May, 

where players will defend their 2003 
and 2004 International Standing Ice 
Hockey Federation World Champion-
ship titles – this is the third year for the 
event.



SEL recycling operation to 
remain on Elmira-area site

Sittler Excavating wins appeal at Ontario Municipal Board
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Christmas came early 
for an Elmira-area 
company, which had 

its expansion bid upheld 
by the Ontario Municipal 
Board. Sittler Excavating 
Ltd. (SEL) will be able to 
make use of neighbouring 
farm property for a por-
tion of its wood-recycling 
operation.

The decision released 
this week overturns ob-
jections from Woolwich 
Township. SEL went 
to the OMB after Wool-
wich council denied the 
company’s attempts to re-
zone a 10-acre portion of 
a neighbouring property, 
space it currently uses to 
run part of its operation. 
The firm turns scrap 
wood such as old ship-
ping pallets into mulch 
and sawdust. Some 75 per 
cent of the wood ground 
up on the site is used for 
livestock bedding, with 

the remainder used for 
landscaping purposes.

Located at 2660 Arthur 
St. N., the wood-recycling 
enterprise has grown 
rapidly in a decade, ex-
panding onto a portion 
of a neighbouring farm 
in the past few years. In 
June 2004, when council 
ultimately turned down 
efforts to legalize Sit-
tler’s arrangement with 
its neighbour – Clarence 
and Marie Weber – the 
company found itself 
with limited options.

The OMB decision clears 
the way to continue the 
business, which current-
ly diverts some 120,000 
cubic yards of waste from 
Waterloo Region landfill 
sites – the equivalent of 
some 1,000 large truck-
loads.

Presiding member Da-
vid J. Culham’s written 
decision does, however, 
place some restrictions 
on the operation, includ-
ing housing only materi-

als related to agriculture 
on the Weber property. 

His changes to SEL’s 
original request to the 
township will be reflect-
ed in a new zoning bylaw 
amendment to be brought 
to council, said director 
of engineering and plan-
ning Dave Gosnay. Al-
though the township had 
argued the SEL opera-
tion was not appropriate 
to the agricultural zon-
ing, Woolwich will move 
forward with the OMB 
ruling.

In his findings, Culham 
agreed with SEL’s plan-
ners that the bulk of the 
operation was agricultur-
al in nature, and that its 
location was appropriate 
for its farm customers – it 
provides animal bedding 
to about 237 farms, most 
of them within a 10-kilo-
metre radius of the site. 
He likened the service to 
other farm-related busi-
ness approved by town-
ship, including farm 

machinery dealers, abat-
toirs and grain mills.

“From the testimony of 
farmers, the board con-
cludes their relationship 
is similar in this opera-
tion as any farmer would 
be to the other stated 
uses,” he wrote.

Culham also dismissed 
noise and dust concerns 
raised by some neigh-
bours, noting those im-
mediately adjacent to the 
site spoke in favour of the 
Sittler request.

“The board is satis-
fied that the proposed 
use meets the require-
ments and conforms to 
the regional and local 
Official Plan. The board 
is satisfied, based upon 
testimony of all the local 
adjacent residents, that 
dust and noise can be 
satisfactorily mitigated 
by controls placed in the 
zone [bylaw] itself and 
by controls placed by the 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After smelling smoke 
in her Kingwood-
area home Monday 

afternoon (Nov. 28), Ag-
atha Janzen followed her 
nose to the garage. There 
she discovered the begin-
nings of a three-alarm 
blaze that would eventu-
ally destroy her home.

No one was injured in 
the fire at 5071 Deborah 
Glaister Line, which 
broke out at about 1:30 
p.m. Damage was esti-
mated at $250,000; the 
home, its contents and 
a car were destroyed. 
The cause of the fire was 
ruled accidental.

“She went into the ga-
rage and as she opened 
the door from the garage, 
the flames just came to-
ward her. She just shut 
the door, grabbed her 
purse and went out,” ex-
plained Hienrich Janzen, 
Agatha’s husband, who 
was at work in Hawks-
ville at the time.

“I was able to follow one 
of the fire department 
trucks, so I got home pret-
ty [quickly].”

After calling the fire de-
partment, Agatha Janzen  
backed the couple’s pickup 
truck away from the ga-
rage – it had been parked 
outside, as was the car that 
was destroyed.

“She ran over and got it 
out among the flames. … 
It’s burned on the front 
– the lights and the wind-

Home destroyed by fire
Unattended transmission oil left on the stove to blame; ruled accidental

shield,” Hienrich Janzen 
explained.

The brick house was 
more than a century old. 
The northern half, clos-
est to the garage, suffered 
the most damage. Town-
ship fire chief Dave Geil 
suggested the rest will 
have to be torn down in 
order to rebuild.

All three Wellesley 
Township fire stations 
– Wellesley Village, St. 
Clements and Linwood 
– were called to the 
scene. Firefighters took 
turns entering the build-
ing with hoses, as others 
worked to battle the blaze 
from outside. A hole was 
also cut in the roof for 

ventilation.
Flames were rarely vis-

ible on the exterior, but a 
constant cloud of smoke 
streamed from the struc-
ture for more than two 
hours. Smoke was visible 
for several kilometres in 
the cloud-filled sky.

It took firefighters about 
30 minutes to get the 
blaze under control, not-
ed Geil. They remained 
on the scene into the ear-
ly evening hours to douse 
hot spots and flare-ups.

“We had some spot fires 
going up through the 
roof,” he said. “The fel-
lows were saying that it 
got up into the rafters.”

Tanker trucks made 

their way from the scene 
to the Wellesley fire sta-
tion to connect with a fire 
hydrant to provide the 
necessary water to extin-
guish the fire.

Paramedics were on 
standby at the end of the 
kilometre-long driveway. 

Homeowner Nelson 
Roth – the Janzens rent 
– was in the attached-
garage heating up about 
13 gallons of transmis-
sion oil on a wood stove 
when the fire broke out. 
He left the area momen-
tarily and headed for the 
basement. By the time he 
returned, the fire was al-
ready underway.

“I don’t know exactly 
how it started,” he told 
the Observer, noting the 
transmission fluid was 
intended for his tractor. 
Roth was heating it to 
steam out water buildup. 
“I’ve done it before.”

The fire was further fu-
elled by other flammable 
materials stored in the 
garage.

Initially believed to 
have perished, a family 
dog was later found in a 
barn on the property.

Temporarily, the Jan-
zens plan to stay at the 
home of their church min-
ister, near St. Clements.

“Our clothing, every-
thing is in there. We got 
nothing out,” Hienrich 
Janzen said, noting they 
don’t have insurance. 
“We just bought a new 
washer, a new dryer … 
I’ve got a new computer.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

ACCIDENTALLY IGNITED This house fire on Deborah Glaister 
Line, near Kingwood, started when the owner left a container of 
transmission fluid warming on a stove unattended.
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one month, the trail will 
wind for two because of 
the holiday season. In 
that time, anything can 
happen, said David Do-
cherty, head of WLU’s 
political science depart-
ment. He sees another 
minority government in 
the offing.

“Paul Martin could 
screw up. Steve Harper 
could screw up. As long 
as Gilles Duceppe doesn’t 
screw up, than we’re look-
ing at another minority.”

The Bloc Quebecois lead-
er Duceppe has the back-
ing of Quebec, which Do-
cherty predicted would 
vote Liberal if Duceppe 
loses their support.

“But if Gilles Duceppe 
doesn’t screw up, then 
we’re looking at a minor-
ity and the only question 
is whether it’s a Liberal 
or a Conservative,” said 
the Elmira resident.

Like Kay, he expects 
Kitchener-Conestoga to 
stay in the Liberal camp.

“If Mr. Myers loses it 
will be because Stephen 
Harper has done very 
well in Ontario or Paul 
Martin has done less well 
in Ontario. In that sense 
it’s kind of out of Mr. 
Myer’s control. He’ll be 

knocking on doors, work-
ing very hard, but the 
victory or loss will prob-
ably not be so much of his 
doing as it will be how his 
party fares in Ontario.”

The issues on tap this 
election could be numer-
ous considering Martin’s 
brief time in the House 
and the scandal which 
brought down his Liberal 
minority government in a 
historic 171-133 non-confi-
dence vote Monday.

“I think the big issue 
will be trust and integrity 
in government,” said Do-
cherty. “I think the Liber-
als would love this cam-
paign to be about health 

Turned down by coun-
cillors in September, a 
suggestion to ban day-
time parking on a por-
tion of University Ave-
nue East may be back on 
the table, Ayre suggest-
ed, adding that would 
be a “positive step” in 
efforts to reduce com-
plaints. Neighbours 
have reported students 
drinking and using 
drugs, and making a 
mess as the congregate 

Kitchener-Conestoga a bellwether riding
care and social programs 
and I think the Conserva-
tives would love it to be 
about government integri-
ty and ethics – and so far it 
seems to be about ethics.”

The Conservatives are 
expected to lean heavily 
on public reaction to the 
sponsorship scandal and 
Justice John Gomery’s 
inquiry.

“The Liberals are going 
to talk about economy 
and the Conservatives 
are going to say it’s time 
for change and I guess 
the NDP is going to talk 
about medicare,” said 
Kay. “That’s what the 
parties are going to be 
pushing. Whether there’s 
some new issue that reso-
nates, time will tell.”

The party platforms, 
however, are not the key 
issue with voters, said 
University of Waterloo 
political scientist Peter 
Woolstencroft. The pub-
lic is grappling with the 
issue of change, whether 
to stick with the Liberals 
or try the Conservatives.

Even those on the right 
have had issues with the 
united Conservative party.

“They want to have as-
surance about what, and 
I’m talking about Ste-
phen Harper, he’s really 

up to and what his party 
is really up to. In the last 
election there were a lot 
of people who were Pro-
gressive Conservative 
who did not vote for the 
Conservative party.”

Woolstencroft, too, ex-
pects few changes from 
the last election. Most of 
those he’s spoken to late-
ly indicate they would 
likely cast the same vote 
as June 2004.

“Lynn Myers has been 
in there a long time both 
in federal politics and 
in terms of municipal 
politics before that,” said 
Woolstencroft. “He had 
a long record … and he’ll 
have a certain following.”

Kitchener-Conestoga’s 
geography makes it an 
ideal bellwether riding, 
he noted.

“I see the area as hav-
ing two parts. There’s a 
rural part and an urban 
part – if it were just a 
rural part the Conserva-
tives would probably win 

it, but there’s an urban 
part. I think it’s going 
to be a very competitive 
constituency and one of 
the most interesting ones 
in Ontario.”

Continued from cover
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around cars parked on 
nearby streets, particu-
larly University Avenue 
across from the school.

The school continues to 
look for ways to improve 
relations with its neigh-
bours, becoming more 
proactive in monitoring 
student activities outside 
of the building. Fewer 
complaints have been 
registered this year.

“I find the neighbours 
very positive – they know 
we’re doing our best 

to deal with this,” said 
Ayre. “But problems are 
always going to exist in a 
high school.”

Coun. Mark Bauman 
said he anticipates a 
warm reception for the 
reciprocal-use agreement 
when it hits the council 
table Tuesday night.

“It’s an excellent idea 
– we’re moving the prob-
lem away from the resi-
dences. This is a very 
creative solution,” he told 
the Observer.

Continued from cover

EDSS smoking area on the move

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Municipalities are 
being increas-
ingly forced to 

pay for programs that 
come under the provin-
cial mandate and that 
needs to stop, Wellesley 
councillors said this 
week. In fact, the admin-
istration and finance 
committee called for the 
flow of financial respon-
sibility to be reversed, 
with the province upload-
ing program costs “back 
to where they belong.”

“One of the things you 
have to remember when 
you start trying to shift 
costs from one place to 
the other, there’s only one 

Wellesley calls for an end 
to provincial downloading

Property taxes subsidizing health and social programs
taxpayer. It doesn’t mat-
ter if it’s at the federal, 
provincial or municipal 
level, it’s changing it from 
one pocket to the other,” 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
told the Observer. “As mu-
nicipal politicians, if the 
stuff gets downloaded on 
to us, we’re the ones that 
have to come up with the 
money or decide the level 
of service is going to be 
here, there or wherever.”

The call for provincial 
action on the matter came 
in the form of support for 
a Town of Midland reso-
lution, which seeks to ini-
tiate discussions between 
the province and the As-
sociation of Municipali-
ties of Ontario. 

In an accompanying 

letter, Midland Mayor 
George MacDonald states 
that municipalities need 
a “new deal” from the 
province.

“It is high time that 
the province make good 
on its promise of a bet-
ter working relationship 
with the municipalities,” 
he wrote. “Ontario mu-
nicipalities are left in the 
unenviable position of 
having the highest prop-
erty taxes in the country. 
The reason for this can 
be directly attributed to 
the downloading of what 
should remain in the pro-
vincial mandate, namely 
health and social service 
programs.”

Kelterborn agrees with 
▼ See RESIDENTS page 7

SIGNS OF ELECTION  Liberal Party volunteer Kevin Martin started 
placing Lynn Myers re-election signs around Elmira Wednesday.

HANGIN’ WITH HARPER  
Kitchener-Conestoga  Conservative 
candidate Harold Albrecht listens 
and cheers as party leader Stephen 
Harper addresses a crowd at RIM 
Park Thursday.
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Taken from the front 
yard of St. Teresa 
Catholic School in 

Elmira, an evergreen tree 
likely now sits propped 
up in someone’s home, 
decorated and ready for 
Christmas. Staff and 
students at the school, 
however, aren’t feeling 
particularly festive about 
the loss of their tree.

“I was just stunned and 
so angry,” principal Barb 
Deighan told the Observ-
er. She was the first one 

Tree caper ‘disheartens’ St. Teresa School
Thieves cut down, steal Christmas-style tree from the front yard

to notice the tree missing 
Monday (Nov. 28), as she 
returned to the school 
during the lunch break. 
It was taken sometime 
over the weekend.

“When I was walking 
back from the parking 
lot to the school I thought 
‘there used to be two trees 
there, didn’t there?’ You 
sort of doubt that you’re 
seeing what you’re really 
seeing. I walked over and, 
sure enough, there was a 
little stump there.”

According to police, a 
vehicle was driven onto 
the front lawn of the First 

Street school; the two-
metre-tall tree – ideal 
Christmas configuration 
– was cut down, loaded 
up and taken away. There 
are no suspects.

The tree was one of two 
growing in a flowerbed 
near the school parking 
lot.

“The reason we think 
they only took the small-
er one is because the big-
ger one is too big to fit 
into somebody’s house,” 
the principal suggested. 
“They sawed it right 
down. There’s a stump of 
about an inch.”

The stolen tree, she 
noted, was actually a re-
placement for a tree that 
was vandalized several 
years ago – it was donat-
ed by a parent.

“We were very upset 
about that tree,” Deighan 
continued. “It’s not the 
first time that we’ve lost 
something from the yard. 
… We’re working really 
hard to provide some 
natural settings for the 
kids.”

During the summer 
months last year, several 
newly planted bushes in 
the rear yard were taken. 

When students arrived 
in the fall, they discov-
ered empty holes in the 
ground where the shrubs 
had been.

“We’re getting a little 
discouraged,” Deighan 
said, explaining parent 
volunteers have been 
working to get grants 
and fundraise for the 

plantings. “It’s disheart-
ening when we’re trying 
so hard to make the yard 
nice for the kids.”

As for the stolen tree, it’s 
too early to say if or when 
it will be replaced.

“We don’t know what 
we’re going to do yet, 
we’re still so stunned by 
the whole thing.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

STUMPED St. Teresa Catholic School principal Barb Deighan and 
Grade 3 student William Michenfelder show what remains of tree in 
the front yard: nothing by a stump. The tree was cut down and stolen 
last weekend.
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When it comes to 
stewardship ini-
tiatives in the 

proposed environmen-
tally sensitive landscape 
(ESL), local municipali-
ties may be able to take a 
lead role, Wellesley coun-
cillors suggested this 
week. The committee-ap-
proved idea – if endorsed 
by council next week 
– will be forwarded to 
Waterloo Region for con-
sideration as part of the 
municipality’s second set 
of comments on the con-
troversial plan.

“I felt that if there was 
going to be increased lo-
cal participation … this 
is an area that we could 
actually become involved 
in, if there were pro-
grams set up to provide 
stewardship initiatives, 
to provide assistance of a 
financial nature or some 
other form of encourage-
ment,” explained chief 
administrative officer 
Susan Duke, who co-au-
thored the report with 
planner Craig Hockaday. 
“We could be the flow-
through agency for this 
municipality.”

Such involvement may 
be modeled after the 
Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority’s (GRCA) 
administration of the 
groundwater protection 
strategy program on be-
half of the region, she 
added.

Rejecting the report and 
its comments outright, 
Coun. Ron Hackett con-
tinued to press for finan-
cial compensation for 
landowners in the ESL 
and increased township 
involvement. He was the 
sole member present to 
vote against the report 
and the comments it in-
cludes. Coun. Dusan Ciz-
man was absent from the 
meeting.

“The whole process 
could be managed, with 
the help of the GRCA, 
at the local level. … The 

Second round of comments 
coming from Wellesley

ESL stewardship initiatives could be 
administered locally, suggests committee

way the region is going 
at this, it just basically 
takes away, in my opin-
ion, much of the local 
involvement,” he told the 
committee, suggesting 
he’d like council to hear 
from a planner hired by 
the Environmentally 
Sensitive Property Own-
ers Association (ESPOA). 
The group has stated it 
will challenge the ESL 
designation at the On-
tario Municipal Board if 
ultimately adopted by re-
gional council.

Members of the ESPOA 
will be invited to attend 
next week’s council meet-
ing, when the report 
will likely be discussed 
again.

The Laurel Creek Head-
waters ESL – one of two 
under consideration by 
the region – encompasses 
the southeastern portion 
of Wellesley Township 
and the southwestern cor-
ner of Woolwich, as well 
as lands in Wilmot and 
Waterloo. The bulk of the 
area is within Wellesley.

Under the proposal, the 
designation would disal-
low the creation of new 
lots in the ESL outside 
designated settlement 
areas and restrict devel-
opment to uses deemed 
compatible with the en-
vironmental features. 
Before any development 
could occur, it would have 
to meet a series of crite-
ria, including there be no 
adverse environmental 
impacts on natural fea-
tures, existing corridors 
or water quality.

Because landowners in 
the ESL are losing the 
ability to develop some 
businesses ventures 
– amusement parks, il-
luminated playing fields, 
shooting ranges and 
horse tracks are among 
the prohibited businesses 
– they should be given a 
“moderate” sum of mon-
ey from the region, Hack-
ett argued.

“There’s no doubt that 
protecting the environ-
ment is a fine idea, but 

there’s no guarantee that 
the expense of protecting 
it is going to be shared by 
the total region and not 
just the landowners,” he 
said. “I think a certain 
percentage should be paid 
on [rural] assessments to 
take away the right to de-
velop. And in return … 
it’s put on deed that these 
development rights are 
in the hands of a trust or 
a commission.”

However that sugges-
tions didn’t set well with 
the others around the 
table. Mayor Ross Kelter-
born said the difference 
between what landown-
ers are allowed to do 
now and what would be 
permitted under the ESL 
plan are negligible, as 
they already face zoning 
restrictions.

The concept of compen-
sation for landowners is a 
troubling prospect, added 
Nowak.

“I don’t know for sure 
if the people that pur-
chased these properties 
bought with an idea of 
speculating. But if they 
did, speculation is what it 
is – it doesn’t come with 
a guarantee,” he said. 
“We’re going to have to 
start compensating ev-
erybody who buys lands 
for speculative purposes 
and can’t fulfill that. The 
region will go broke.”

The region’s comment-
ing period on the pro-
posed ESL designations 
closed yesterday (Dec. 2), 
but arrangements have 
been made to ensure 
Wellesley’s second report 
will be accepted, the may-
or said. 

Before the proposal 
heads to regional council 
for consideration, pub-
lic comments will be re-
viewed and a new draft 
plan will be developed. 
It’s slated to be delivered 
to the region’s planning 
and works committee 
in late January or early 
February; a recommen-
dation would then be put 
on the regional council 
agenda.

MacDonald’s approach, 
suggesting that while 
social program funding 
from the province re-
mains unchanged, Wa-
terloo Region has been 
left with little choice but 
to expand services. As 
such, the additional costs 
are incurred by local 
residents through their 
property tax bills.

“What happens in a lot 
of these situations is you 

implement these plans 
and then all of a sud-
den these things start to 
grow, grow, grow and the 
share that the municipal-
ity … has to pay gets more 
and more all the time,” 
he explained. “Now you 
can turn that down, you 
don’t have to increase the 
services. But as a munici-
pality like ours grows, 
there are more people 
[and a higher need for 
programs].”

“We’re just doing the 
Christian faiths at this 
point,” Uniac said. “We 
wanted to see how this 
went, of course, then 
hopefully we can expand 
it to include other faith 
traditions as well, which 
is always a good thing to 
do.”

Residents get stuck 
with shortfall

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 3

Churches 
keeping 
the faith
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As long as Gilles Duceppe doesn’t screw up, then we’re 
looking at another minority.

Elmira’s David Docherty, a WLU political scientist, predicts 
another minority government, barring a breakthrough in 
Quebec or meltdown in Ontario. 

» Keep the wood coming
The OMB decision backing Sittler Ex-
cavating allows for the continuation 
of an important recycling program. 
As the hearings revealed, the busi-
ness does have strong ties to agricul-
ture, and would be hard-pressed to 
find another home.

» Put that one on ice
Riding on little more than resent-
ment – a strong ally, nonetheless 
– BQ leaders Gilles Duceppe had a 
great publicity stunt in suggesting 
Quebec field its own international 
sports teams. The argument, how-
ever, reveals the pettiness inherent in 
the party’s platform.

» No exit strategy
Under pressure to deal with an in-
creasingly unpopular occupation in 
Iraq, George W. Bush still avoids the 
reality of the situation. Most notably, 
he continues to link terrorist acts to 
that country, although there’s no 
connection between 9/11 and Iraq or 
former leader Saddam Hussein. 

Time to prove this ain’t no nanny state
���������
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

The downside 
of speculation

Well, after no end 
of talk about 
throwin’ out the 

bums, looks like we’re 
gonna get a chance to do 
some reformin’ in Ottawa. 
I ain’t too thrilled how 
the Conservatives had to 
cozy up to the Bloc heads 
and lefties to get the job 
done, but it’s about time 
we turfed the Liberal mi-
nority government. 

It’s all about doin’ in 
Paul Martin and gettin’ 
our boys in power – you 
just know they’re gonna 
set things right, includin’ 
doin’ proper by their own 
and not a bunch of Lib-
eral cronies.

Puttin’ the Conserva-
tives in means we’ll have 
some decency, some prop-
er rules and whole lot less 
government programs – no 
more handouts and artsy 
crap no one cares about, 
just a good strong military 
and whole lot more laws to 
make sure people behave 
… and them that don’t get 
carted off to jail for a good-
ly long time.

That’s the way Pres-
ton Manning wanted it 
– Stephen Harper ain’t 
got that kind of pizzazz, 
but he sure knows how 
to put the Good Book to 
work settin’ things right 
in this country of ours. 

Just look at how much 
good George W. has done: 
there’s a fella that don’t 
back down when there’s 
work to be done, whether 
it’s cleanin’ up the trash 
overseas or right at home. 
He’s tough on terrorists, 
criminals and those who 
think the government’s 
there to change their 
nappies. Plenty in the Al-
liance has seen how good 
things are south of here; 
freedom’s more than a 
slogan, and folks is re-
sponsible for themselves 
– it ain’t no nanny state.

Now we can get rid of 
the grafters, and have 
a decent society where 
people don’t just go about 
doin’ whatever they want 
willy-nilly. 

DISHIN’ SOME MEDICINE
I sure got a chuckle out 

of that story I read about 
how some fella paid his 
credit card company with 
pennies somethin’ like a 
thousand times to pay off 
his balance, generatin’ a 
bill 32 feet long. Seems he 
was steamed about Visa 
havin’ the Yanks process 
his credit information, 

on account of how they 
got laws to let the gov-
ernment go snoopin’ into 
your business.

Now, I ain’t got nothin’ to 
hide from the feds – who 
sure as hell ought to be 
checkin’ in to suspicious 
folk who could be terror-
ist types or commies – but 
I figure the chap’s gotta 
point. Mostly, though, I 
was laughin’ about how 
he said retired guys is 
most likely to be dreamin’ 
up that kind of plan since 
they got so much time 
on their hands. It got me 
to thinkin’ about how I 
might try to have a little 
fun with all kinds of dum-
basses, especially those 
annoyin’ phone calls from 
crooks and scammers.

The wife is gettin’ all 
worked up because she fig-
ures I’ll be doin’ somethin’ 
to embarrass her – she says 
I need a better hobby than 
makin’ a fool of myself, or 
her. But I figure the banks, 
insurance companies and 
utilities is always nickel 
and dimin’ you to death, 
so why not give ‘em a taste 
of their own medicine?

GET ‘EM OFF THE ROADS
Speakin’ of good ideas, 

I was readin’ how some 
company is comin’ up 
with a device that tells 
you when you’re drivin’ 
too fast – and maybe even 
slows you down. I’ve been 
sayin’ for years folks are 
drivin’ like madmen; 
there ain’t no call to be 
doin’ the speeds plenty 
of ‘em do out on the high-
ways, in particular.

Some is sayin’ they don’t 
want no one watchin’ in 
on ‘em out on the road 
– and I’m all for keepin’ 
the government out of 
it – but if you ain’t doin’ 
nothin’ wrong, then 
what’s to worry about? It 
really gets my goat how 
some of the same bleedin’ 
hearts who is in favour 
of revolvin’ door prisons 
for murderers and rap-
ists is the same ones who 
worry about somebody’s 
“rights” when it comes 
to these kinds of gizmos. 
What’s a more important 
right, monitorin’ folks in 
their cars or protectin’ de-
cent people from the scum 
that ought to be locked up 
permanently, or better?

Me, I’m all for a device 
that’ll keep everyone 
from bein’ a speed demon, 
especially them holy ter-
rors, trucks.

We’re now officially into an election few, if 
any of us wanted. Voters have far more 
pressing and interesting concerns dur-
ing the holiday season than listening to 

the same-old same-old from parties with platforms long 
past their expiry date. Pollsters would be hard-pressed 
to find a Canadian more interested in watching politi-
cal talking heads on TV than the twentieth viewing of 
Alistair Sim’s portrayal of Ebenezer Scrooge.

Certainly, on the political front, the Liberals have little 
interest in going to the polls. They were banking on de-
laying as long as possible, all the better for fickle voters 
to forget all about Justice Gomery. The opposition par-
ties, meanwhile, are looking to make electoral hay from 
the sponsorship scandal – they saw Canadians’ growing 
apathy about the inquiry and decided to pull the plug.

The NDP may pick up a seat or two, but stand no 
chance of anything larger. The Bloc, by its geographic 
constraints, stands only to put more separatists on the 
government payroll. 

The Conservatives are taking the biggest risk: they’re 
the only ones with something worthwhile to gain – grab-
bing power and rewarding their own – but stand to lose 
the most. With Quebec out of the question, the party must 
win over Ontario if it wants even a minority government. 
To do that, Stephen Harper must sell himself as a moder-
ate, rather than a regional knockoff of George W. Bush 
and the Republicans. Launching his campaign with the 
passé same-sex marriage debate simply stressed the so-
cial conservatism rampant in the Reform/Alliance base 
dominant in a party far removed from the influence of 
Sir John A.

Nobody likes to be told what to do – just ask 
any teenager. That sentiment multiplies 
when government is involved, because few of 
us believe elected officials – who we place in 

power – have the legitimacy to make those decisions. Nor 
do we believe they have our interests at heart. Throw in 
the man’s-home-is-his-castle philosophy, and you’ve got 
all the emotions you need to explain the environmental-
ly sensitive landscape debate.

Landowners simply don’t want more rules, more 
“can’ts” and “won’ts.” All of which is perfectly under-
standable – with regulation, less is more.

Supporters of the regional policy, however, are right 
when they say opposition is as much about money as it is 
about rejecting control. As with the green-space legisla-
tion at Queen’s Park, those who’ve been buying farmland 
on speculation – and those hoping to sell under those cir-
cumstances – have been the most vocal critics. 

While Wellesley Coun. Ron Hackett is right to challenge 
more regional control – matters are arguably better left 
in local hands – the notion of compensation is beyond 
the pale. Such a measure would legitimize speculation, 
which by definition is a form of gambling. By Hackett’s 
rationale, governments should indemnify us for, say, lot-
tery tickets that didn’t pan out – a ridiculous compari-
son, perhaps, but paying out those on ESL-affected lands 
requires similar logic.

In the end, the regional proposal really changes little. 
Property owners face no significant restrictions beyond 
those already in place – speculating on future subdivi-
sions carries the same risk. Those lands were never in-
tended for development. And such policies are needed 
to stem unimpeded growth – we’ve already seen how 
inadequate controls in the past have given us unsightly 
urban sprawl, the product of both expansion and poor 
aesthetics. 

No sentiment here
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Do you support council’s
position on ESL?” Harold

Hisey

“Right now I 
believe we do 
need to save 
Ontario’s farm 
land.”

Ross
Kelterborn

“I’d like to find 
more out about 
it because I just 
recently moved 
to the area ...  
where I’m from 
they didn’t have 
such a thing.”

David
Roth

“ D e f i n i t e l y, 
because it 
preserves the 
environmental 
things that are 
in those areas. 
Helps preserve 
them.”

Audrey
Walter

“I agree with 
it.”

▼ See STUDENTS page 10
“NOPE... NOTHING TO CLEAN UP HERE, JUST A FUN-FILLED

TRIP INTO LLOYD CLARE’S WINTER WONDERLAND.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Grey Cup game a perfect template for federal election

Article showed real 
lack of sensitivity 

It’s hard to impress the neighbours with your knowledge of the local environment ... they read about it in the Observer, too.

VA N C O U V E R —
Football and poli-
tics collide. It is all 

flash-and-dash, subter-
fuge, end-around and fak-
ing out the opponent. Not 
to mention some interfer-
ence and late hits to the 
ribs of the weaker guy.

So it is with the Grey 
Cup, the Grand National 
Drunk, coinciding with a 
national election, where-
in, as H.L. Mencken once 
described it: “the jack-
asses elect the jackals.”

There is in the B.C. Place 
on Sunday, a template 
for the national election 
named within 24 hours. 
The showbiz studs on 
the artificial turf at one 
end of the country – rep-
licated at the other end of 
the country with the fake 
showboaters, announcing 
an election that no voter 
in the land wants.

We have the showboat 
guys in tight pants and 
the showboaters in three-
piece suits, both of them 
seeking our admiration. 
(Both get paid on an an-
nual basis, the gridiron 
lads on slightly-longer 

vacations than their ri-
vals in Guccis, but both 
are entertainers. Never 
forget it.) 

There are politicians 
and then there are poli-
ticians. Some of them 
have been at it longer 
than others, and there-
fore smarter i.e. more 
cynical. Paul Martin, 
knowing he can get free 
TV time across his trem-
ulous nation, walks out 
on the turf that is artifi-
cial (mirroring his poli-
cies) for the traditional 
coin toss. And is met 
with thunderous boos 
from the sold-out gang 
of 59,000 football (but not 
Liberal) fans.

It should be noted here 
that B.C. Place, not only 
being Canada’s second 
domed stadium – after 
mayor Jean Drapeau’s 
doomed Olympic sink-
hole forever to be re-
membered by Montreal 
taxpayers down to their 
grandchildren – is re-
markable in that the can-
vas (not concrete) roof is 
held up by air pressure 
which somehow comes 

through air vents or air 
outlets or inlets or air 
somethings.

At any rate, an edifice 
held up only by air would 
seem the appropriate ven-
ue for a prime minister, 
forever known as Mister 
Dithers, to deliver a few 
words to the faithful.

Alas, his clever endeav-
our to inflict (infect?) gra-
tis CBC precious seconds 
to the airwaves aimed at 
Toronto and beyond is 
rendered useless as the 
boo-birds greet him with 
glee.

There are several excus-
es that the Martin han-
dlers would be analyzing 
this week.

Among the 59,000 cra-
zies, armed with too 
much beer that came at 
$7.50 a small plastic cup, 
would be thousands of 
Montreal Alouette fans 
who had been roaming 
the streets of Vancouver 

for its highly-successful 
five-day “Party-on-the-
Pacific” promotion, all 
dressed like – well, like 
Montrealers who had 
been drinking for five 
days.

Then, the Martin whiz 
kids would reason, the 
streets beforehand had 
been packed with Edmon-
ton Eskimo goofballs, 
most of them with their 
hair dyed yellow-and-
green, the colours of their 
team. Many a Vancouver 
waiter had to flee his res-
taurant in terror. 

So, the Martin spin doc-
tors would tell the boss, 
discount the Montreal 
boos, since all Quebec 
resents – thanks to Gom-
ery – the country being 
told everybody in their 
province stuffs large en-
velopes filled with cash 
wherever they go. And 
forget the Edmonton 
boos, since everyone in 

Alberta hates Ottawa 
and elects only one Lib-
eral and she, being dep-
uty minister, is going 
to get booted on Jan. 23 
anyway.

The problem, of course, 
is that the vast majority 
of the 59,000 were locals 
and the Grits can forget 
their dream of upping 
there mere eight seats in 
British California (the 
Tories have 22, the NDP 
five) and Jack Layton who 
some think looks like a 
game-show host is going 
to make the most gains.

Politics? Who knows 
where the votes are? On 
free national TV? There, 
right on the 50-yard line, 
just above the 9,000 cheer-
leaders, is Peter MacKay, 
deputy Tory leader who 
wants Stephen Harper’s 
job, trendy in a black 
leather jacket. And who 
has to be in Ottawa the 
next day for the fatal 
down-with-all-of-them 
vote.

Encountered, he con-
fesses he is cheering for 
Edmonton and “I hate 
Montreal.” He means 

the Alouettes of course 
and not the city, since 
his new squeeze, after 
the Belinda debacle, 
is the daughter of one 
Paul Desmarais, who 
not only owns the prov-
ince but has bankrolled 
every Quebec PM from 
Trudeau to Mulroney to 
Martin.

And where is pudgy 
Harper? He, one recalls, 
is from Alberta. Edmon-
ton, it is suspected, is 
in Alberta. Martin is 
here. The new Gee-Gee, 
charming as always, 
holding up the Grey Cup 
with a beefy lineman, 
is here. Mackay is here. 
Where is the future PM? 
Home trying on his Cal-
gary Stampede outfit? 
Who knows what goes on 
in the mind of man?

The only thing we know 
is that Pamela Ander-
son, who was invented 
when her two only as-
sets were photographed 
at a B.C. Lions game, is 
parade marshal and has 
more security guards 
this night than Mister 
Dithers.

To the Editor,
We, the students in-

volved, are outraged and 
offended by the article 
“Senior students bond 
with senior citizens” (Ob-
server, Nov. 26/05). 

Not only did that article 
make false assumptions 
about our participation 
within the Bridging the 
Gap program, it also sug-
gested falsehoods about 
the seniors with whom we 
are working. The broad 
portrayal of all the elder-
ly participants as suffer-
ers of either Alzheimer’s 
and/or dementia was 
crude and disrespectful 
not only to them but to 
their friends and family 
as well.

Nora Zylstra-Savage has 
organized a very well-

structured program that 
we are not taking lightly, 
as the article seemed to 
depict our participation. 
We have received special 
training on working with 
anyone who has Alzheim-
ers and/or dementia, in 
case our partner would 
have either of these ill-
nesses. But this training 
goes further for us: it has 
taught us how to deal with 
our relatives, (uncles, 
aunts, and grandparents) 
with these diseases as 
well. 

This program has been 
one of the most rewarding 
that any of us have been 
exposed to through the 
school. It is not a school 
program, but Nora intro-
duced it to us in our Writ-
er’s Craft class. We have 
learned so much about 
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I can’t believe the news today...

Students have learned 
much from program

Continued from page 9

Bono still hasn’t 
found what he’s 
looking for.

Last week, on a visit to 
Ottawa, Irish rock star 
Bono announced to the 
world that he was “dis-
appointed,” “crushed” 
and “mystified” by Prime 
Minister Paul Martin’s 
continuing refusal to 
commit to meeting the 
aid target of 0.7 per cent 
of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP). 

“I’m not just disappoint-
ed; I’m crushed actually, 
because I really believed 
that the Prime Minister 
would do that …  I felt, 
as a former finance min-
ister, he would be able 
to make the numbers 
work.”

Bono added that he ex-
pected Canada, as the 
only G8 country with a 
budget surplus, should 
be setting an example. 

“If it doesn’t work for 
Canada, it’s very hard 
to ask why Irish people 
should commit to 0.7 per 
cent or French people or 
English people. So there 
is a lot at stake here. … I 
just think it’s a huge op-
portunity that he’s miss-
ing out on. This is im-
portant to the Canadian 
people. I think the Prime 
Minister will find out if 
he walks away from the 
opportunity, he will hear 
about it in the election. 
I am absolutely sure of 
that – this is not to be un-

derestimated.”
What is more surpris-

ing than his remarks of 
last week is the fact that 
it has taken Bono more 
than two years to realize 
that Paul Martin is very 
good at mouthing the 
right words, but sadly 
lacking in the willing-
ness to actually deliver 
solutions to whatever 
problem is being dis-
cussed. Unfortunately, 
Bono is a much better 
singer and advocate than 
he is a judge of political 
character. He was duped.

Back in late 2003, Bono 
was all too willing to 
accept that Martin’s 
lofty rhetoric would be 
matched by action. He 
was positively effusive in 
his speech to those pres-
ent for Martin’s corona-
tion as leader. 

“Paul Martin took my 
phone calls. He let me in. 
He promised to help and 
he kept that promise. 
While he might come to 
regret it, I am here for 
Paul Martin and I am 
honoured. ... I’ve been 
talking to Paul Martin, I 
feel confident he’s going 
to make that journey [to 
meeting foreign aid com-
mitments],” said the U2 
front man. 

Perhaps foreshadow-
ing his most recent com-
ments, Bono did warn 
Martin of the conse-
quences of not deliver-
ing. 

“So how I am going to 
return Paul Martin’s 
favour? I’m going to be-
come the biggest pain 
in his ass! Paul Martin 
thinks he likes me. He 
doesn’t know what he 
signed on for – more lob-
bying about debt, begging 
for letters, petitions for 
unfair trade, phone calls 
about money for the glob-
al health fund. I already 
told him earlier today 
that if Canada puts in its 
fair share of three times 
the current amount by 
the way, they’ll embar-
rass the rest of the world 
into doing the same,” 
Bono said.

But, even six months 
into Martin’s term – just 
prior to the June 2004 fed-
eral election – Bono was 
still a Paul Martin fan. 
“Wow – a politician who 
doesn’t break his prom-
ises. This is real leader-
ship. It is important that 
Canada continue to lead 
the world on this issue ... 
It means that other coun-
tries have to follow in its 
wake.” 

Aware that he might be 
accused of tipping the 
balance in the pending 
election, Bono insisted 
that he was “not here to 
elect Paul Martin or the 

Liberal party.” Still, he 
did understand his effect 
on the Canadian political 
climate: “Yes I’m being 
used. I want to be used. 
That’s my job here – to 
provide applause when 
somebody does the right 
and courageous thing 
and to provide criticism 
when they don’t.”

A year later, in April 
2005, Bono felt that he 
had finally waited long 
enough for Martin to act. 
Professing himself to be 
“bewildered” at Martin’s 
refusal to match other 
G8 countries in commit-
ting to meeting 0.7% by 
2015, he wondered why 
Martin “would want to 
hold up history ... We 
were looking for Canada 
to lead rather than be a 

laggard.” 
In a separate interview, 

he complained that “the 
Prime Minister is acting 
like a number cruncher 
and not a statesman in 
his approach to foreign 
aid.”

If Bono had done even 
a little bit of research, 
he might not have fallen 
so hard for the Martin 
mystique – and he might 
not have been so “be-
wildered” or “crushed” 
when Martin failed to do 
what he was being asked 
to do. In the years that 
Martin was finance min-
ister, he cut $2.8 billion 
from foreign aid (calling 
it “discretionary spend-
ing”), even after turning 
a deficit into a series of 
record surpluses. Instead 
of making progress in 
meeting the longstand-
ing foreign aid target 
of 0.7%, Martin actu-
ally oversaw a fall from 
0.44% of GDP in 1993 to 

a mere 0.27% (with plans 
in place to increase it to 
0.32% by 2010). It’s really 
no surprise that Martin 
has no plan to meet the 
35-year-old commitment. 
And, equally, its no sur-
prise that anyone who 
believed that he would do 
so is now disillusioned.

Of course, the crushing 
disappointment now be-
ing felt by Bono is noth-
ing compared to that felt 
by those Canadians who 
voted for Paul Martin. 
Not just on this issue 
but on many others (e.g. 
eliminating “the demo-
cratic deficit,” protecting 
public health care, etc.), 
Paul Martin has simply 
not delivered what Ca-
nadians expected from 
him. Indeed, for someone 
who flies into the country 
only occasionally, Bono’s 
current disillusionment 
with Martin makes him 
something of an honou-
rary citizen.

writing and storytelling 
techniques from Nora; 
she is always listening 
and helping us through-
out this program. This 
program is also a much 
better history course 
than any in-school cours-
es. We are experiencing 
from primary resources 
what the prewar years 
were like, how it was to 
live during the war, and 
what every other decade 
held for these amazing 
people.

Bridging the Gap has 
enhanced our apprecia-
tion of different genera-
tions within our com-
munity, and it has shat-
tered the stereotype of 
seniors in our society 
today. From working 
with our partners we 
have learned to appre-
ciate our grandparents 
more and to understand 
what it was like for them 
growing up. 

When we walk into the 
Activity Room every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
everyone smiles and we 
all feel extremely happy 
just to be able to work 
with our partners; when 
we leave to return to 
school, we giggle, not at 
the seniors but because of 
our experiences each day. 
Our partners come from 
a very different time 
than we do, but we still 
share some of the same 
experiences with friends, 
and life. 

These seniors are amaz-
ing people who did not 
deserve to all be labeled 
with the same tag, and 
this is not a program 
that any of us are taking 
lightly. We completely en-
joy what we do because 
we know that it is mak-
ing a difference in their 
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Wednesday, December 7, 2005 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Education Centre - St. Clements Room 
51 Ardelt Avenue 

Kitchener, Ontario  N2C 2R5 

You are invited to attend a public information session about the development of a new Capital 
Plan for the Waterloo Region District School Board. 

The Ministry of Education requires all school boards to prepare a capital plan that sets out 
future plans for providing school accommodation.  These include proposals for new schools, 
additions or renovations at existing schools, and consolidating schools in areas of declining 
enrolment.

We are at the early stages of developing this new plan, which will take the next six months to 
a year to prepare.  The development of this plan will be focused on developing long-term 
effective strategies and will take into consideration population and growth patterns across this 
region.  We are interested in hearing your ideas and suggestions to assist us with the 
development of this plan. 

We look forward to meeting with you.

If you have questions or comments feel free to call Kathy Dietrich, Senior Planner, 
Planning and Transportation Services at 519-570-0003 Extension 4419. 

Engaged learners, engaged communities 

lives, and in ours. We all 
have changed through 
this program; we have 
made friends and have 
improved our writing 
skills through writing 
their memoirs. We have 
learned to understand 
that the seniors are our 
past, and that we, the stu-
dents and teenage genera-
tion, are their future; we 
may come from different 
places, but we are all in 
this together. 

Tommy Mayberry, 
Emma Hanes, Amy Tim-

merman, Ché Hasting-
Zinc, Steph Shantz, Ab-
bey Martin, Sam Stortz, 

Mike MacDonald, and 
Christine Guerrero. 
The students from 
Bridging The Gap

To the Editor,
History will show George 

W. Bush’s greatest misstep 
wasn’t waging an illegal 
war in Iraq, but authoring 
the spread of global ter-
rorism.

His motivation, fictional 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, along with the sel-
dom-spoken suspicion that 
there was a well of black 
gold to be secured, pale in 
comparison to the prompt-
ing of revenge brought on 
by 9-11, not that Saddam 
was directly involved.

The American ego was 
severely bruised. How 
dare Hussein reward the 
families of suicide bomb-
ers attacking friends in 
Israel, or invade Kuwait, 
a country with which the 
extended Bush family 
has had oil dealings over 
many years. No, here was 
a relatively soft target that 
could be brought to its 
knees in weeks, thereby 
refurbishing America’s 
tarnished image as the 
global lion.

Bush policies spawning 
new acts of terrorism

What Bush did was create 
a carnival with a shooting 
gallery as its only game. 
Terrorists stepped up to 
take a shot at a target that 
had remained largely elu-
sive over the years in the 
cockpits of B-1 bombers 
and the like. Now, it stood 
clearly in their sights, at-
tempting to establish a 
western-style democracy 
that stood for wealth and 
a tattered moral fabric, 
concepts foreign to a land 
where religion is the core.

The truth that might is 
no match for belief is being 
felt as the latest military 
weapons fall prey to road-
side bombs and unstop-
pable suicide bombers. 
More than 2,100 Ameri-
can soldiers have paid the 
ultimate price, along with 
many more innocent Iraqi 
civilians, some estimates 
reaching over 100,000.

Iraq is an unmitigated 
disaster, akin to Vietnam, 
where the States was sent 
packing, its tail between 
its legs. The difference is 
that Iraq has become a 
trigger for terrorists’ at-
tacks beyond its borders 
as hate for the Americans 
knows no boundaries. 
London, southeast Asia, 
Spain and Jordan, to name 
a few, suffer as those out 
to do harm are buoyed by 
success in Iraq.

The questions begging 
for answers are these: 
How will Bush or his fol-
lower get out of Iraq with-
out losing face and will an 
American pull-out bring 
an end to global terror-
ism?

The answers – he won’t 
and no, it won’t – are too 
terrible to consider, but 
looking at the facts as they 
stand, as Bush replaces 
action with rhetoric, they 
seem most likely.

Jim Newton
New Dundee
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WNH gets nod for safety record Region names new head of planning

WOOLWICH & AREA
Christmas Goodwill Program

Sponsored by:
Woolwich Community Services
Sponsors needed to buy gifts for a 

single child or an entire family or dona-
tions of cash, new toys, and clothing or 

volunteer manpower.

DROP OFF DONATIONS 
AT OUR OFFICE
Monday to Friday 9-5

 669-5139 
If you are aware of families or individuals 

who could benefit from this program, 
please have them notify us. 

All donors and recipients remain anonymous.

This ad sponsored by:
Bridgeland Terminals

35 Oriole Pkwy E.
Elmira  669-1588 3435 Broadway St.

Hawksville   699-4641
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Over a five-month 
period, the Beams 
took a former garage 
building and turned 

it into a suitable place for a 
completely different type of 
business: Home Sweet Home 
Candles. Last weekend, the 
company moved from being a 
home-based enterprise in St. 
Clements to a storefront retail 
and manufacturing facility in 
Heidelberg.

“This place was literally 
black when we walked in here 
– it was so dirty. … It took a 
lot of months of cleanup and 
doing the construction,” ex-
plained Tracey Beam, who 
owns the business with her 
husband Dave.

“It feels good [to be in the 
new location]. It was a long-
time coming.”

They had hoped to open soon-
er, but were welcomingly side-
tracked by the birth of their 
second child. As such, the 
push was on to complete work 
on the retail area in order to 
get in on some of the Christ-
mas shopping season.

For the past five years, the 
Beams manufactured, and 
packaged lines of scented can-
dles and aroma bears – plush 
figures dipped in scented 
paraffin wax that are fluffed 
and posed; they work as air 
fresheners – in their garage. 

Shedding light in Heidelberg
Home Sweet Home Candles sets up shop in renovated building

Demand for their products 
has continued to grow in that 
time, prompting the search for 
a suitable place to relocate.

“We’ve tripled in size over 
the past five years … so that’s 
why we’ve had to expand into 
a bigger building for manufac-
turing. And we thought that 
since we’re manufacturing in 
a building like this, we might 
as well set up a store out the 

front,” Tracey continued.
“Everyone was constantly 

calling ‘where can we get 
more of your product?’ They 
either had to wait until an-
other craft show or come out 
to my house.

“We’re taking orders obvi-
ously, but it’s nice to be open 
and people can come here.”

The couple also employs 
three full-time and four part-

time workers – mostly family 
– the majority of whom are 
dedicated to the manufactur-
ing side of things.

While the new spot has taken 
significant work, including re-
placing the electrical wiring, 
plumbing and heating system, 
it seemed like a good fit for a 
couple reasons; it’s close to 
home and helps keep small-
town business booming.

“And crafts seem to go bet-
ter in country settings than 
in the city,” she said, noting 
they’ve had many urban visi-
tors since opening their doors. 
“It was amazing how many ac-
tually came in from the city. 
We’ve had people in from St. 
Catharines, Stratford …

“The traffic that has come 
through has been just great.”

The business mainstays are 
candles and aroma bears (as 
well as other animals), they 
also sell seasonal crafts and 
decorations. Prior to having 
the retail space, the majority 
of sales have come through 
craft shows and fundraising 
events. The Beams plan to 
continue those channels.

About 65 per cent of Home 
Sweet Home Candles’ busi-
ness is generated through 
school, sports group and non-
profit organization fundrais-
ers. They receive the products 
at one price and sell them with 
an elevated value to benefit 
each group.

The whole endeavour started 
after Tracey Beam became an-
noyed with the price of scented 
candles. After speaking with 
a couple local suppliers, she 
decided to make her own.

“At the beginning, I was just 
going to make it for family and 
friends,” she explained. “My 
brother asked if he could take 
them into work … and from 
there the orders just started 
flowing in.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

Waterloo North Hydro this week received the Electrical and Utilities 
Safety Association’s Presidents Award. It goes to utilities that have 
achieved 250,000 consecutive hours without a lost-time injury. This is 
the eighth such award WNH has received in 21 years.

Landowners many be able to reduce the costs of water protection projects 
in the Grand River watershed: the Rural Water Quality Program grant can be 
combined with the Canada-Ontario Environmental Farm Plan grant. Up to 
80% of costs may be covered, according to a GRCA release this week.

Waterloo Region’s director of housing, Rob Horne, was this week 
named as the new commissioner of planning, housing and community 
services. The department is responsible for, among other things, the 
region’s growth management strategy and transportation planning.

CULTIVATING THE FLAME St. Clements resident Tracey Beam recently took Home Sweet Home Candles out of her garage to a 
larger manufacturing facility in Heidelberg, which includes some retail space.

Programs help offset water project costs
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A recent survey 
done by a leading 
financial institu-

tion showed that Cana-
dians, on average, only 
have about 10 per cent of 
foreign content in their 
RRSPs. Those who use 
a financial advisor have 
about 12 per cent and the 
do-it yourself investors 
have about six per cent. 
Since the 30 per cent for-
eign content limit has 
been dropped as of June 
2005, the opportunity to 
diversify your portfolio 
globally has opened up.

When you fail to take 
advantage of foreign com-
panies, you exclude:

• All 10 of the world’s 
largest banks

• All 10 of the world’s 
largest construction com-
panies

• 8 of the largest engi-
neering/machinery com-
panies

• 8 of the largest chemi-
cal companies

• 7 of the world’s largest 
automotive companies

Canada remains an ex-
cellent investment oppor-
tunity, but should 90-100 
per cent of your entire 
portfolio be invested in 
a region that represents 
less than three per cent 
of the investment world?  
That sounds like putting 
all your eggs in one bas-
ket to me, regardless of 
how many investment 
institutions or advisors 
you use.  

More than half of the 
investors polled admit-
ted that they didn’t know 
the foreign content was 
dropped, so as financial 
professionals, it’s our job 
to heighten this aware-
ness in order to develop 
fully diversified portfo-
lios.

Besides diversification 
and increased potential 
return, why is maximiz-
ing your foreign invest-
ments important? Well, 
the world is becoming a 
lot smaller, very quickly. 
Imagine, if you will, a 
world with three curren-

A world of opportunity 
awaits the investor

cies: the U.S. dollar, the 
Euro, and the Japanese 
Yen, all within the next 
20 years. This may alarm 
some of us, but combining 
the French Franc, Ger-
man Mark, Italian Lira, 
Greek Drachma etc. into 
a common currency was 
probably a farfetched idea 
10 years ago, but is now 
a reality with the Euro. 
Stranger things have 
happened. As the saying 
goes, you can’t make an 
omelet without breaking 
a few eggs. It will all work 
out for the best.

The major changes af-
fecting international in-
vestments are:

• A global economy with 
increased opportunities

• Privatization 
• Changing demograph-

ics
A global economy 

with increased oppor-
tunities

New technologies, ad-
vanced communication, 
and political changes 
have created a global 
economy where borders 
between countries and 
economies are coming 
down, making the world’s 
markets more global. 
Companies are faced 
with formidable competi-
tors within and outside of 
their countries. As a re-
sult, market dominance 
in an industry has been 
critical to a company’s 
success, whereas the lo-
cation of its headquar-
ters has become of sec-
ondary importance. This 
means more competition, 
less monopolization and 
thus, more opportunity 
through competition.
Privatization 
Privatization is happen-

ing all over the world, 

with governments selling 
inefficient state-owned 
companies and using 
the money saved to re-
duce budget deficits. Fur-
thermore, these private 
companies try to maxi-
mize shareholder value 
through mergers, acqui-
sitions and restructur-
ing. The results could be 
good news for those who 
invest outside Canada in 
the coming years, just as 
they were for those who 
invested in the U.S. in 
the late 1980s and early 
1990s.
Changing demograph-

ics 
Aging populations and 

falling birthrates are 
placing a strain on pen-
sion programs in the 
U.S., Europe, and Japan. 
As a result, more and 
more workers are supple-
menting their pensions 
by investing in stocks, 
which in turn can fuel 
stock market growth. 
The potential for a simi-
lar “shift to equities” ex-
ists in Europe and Japan 
because:

• Real interest rates are 
too low to be attractive as 
long-term investments

• These economies are 
only marginally invested 
in stocks

• Under-funded private 
pension systems

• Legislative reform to 
encourage personal re-
tirement investment

As you can see, there 
are ample opportunities 
for growth and diver-
sification outside our 
borders.  If you are un-
sure about diversifying 
internationally, consult 
a professional advisor.  
That’s what we’re here 
for.
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Discover How Much
Fun a Haircut

Can Be!

36 Northfield Dr.,
Waterloo

519-880-0528
(Plaza, just  east of 

King St. N., 
behind Williams)

www.haircutsarefun.com

Cookie Cutters Haircuts For Kids is a unique new concept in hair
care for children which provides an environment that kids will enjoy,
plus patient, experienced stylists who make it fun for kids to get great
haircuts.

This chidren’s themed barber shop is equipped with colourful
chairs for kids to sit in.  There’s a fire truck, a green race car, an
airplane, a pink Cadillac car and a motorcycle.  At Cookie Cutters,
kids can watch a movie or play a video while they get their hair cut.
There is also a play area with a TV and DVD game stations, plus a
“kid’s only” rest room.

Cookie Cutters Haircuts For Kids offers baby and children’s
haircuts, plus mock shaves, spiked styles and fake tattoos for boys,
as well as Shirley Temple manicures and French braids for girls.
When service is completed, kids receive a lollipop and balloon.

Celebrating its Grand Opening in Waterloo on May 21, 2005,
Cookie Cutters Haircuts For Kids is successfully guided by Sandi
& Brian Albrecht who opened the first Canadian franchise location
in a network of 21 locations in North America.

For an enjoyable way of making hair care fun and exciting for the
kids, plus prices parents will find reasonable, stop into Cookie
Cutters Haircuts For Kids in Waterloo soon!

“Flooring Alternatives for Today’s Lifestyles…”

560 Parkside Dr., Waterloo                             519-884-0851
(north off Weber St. or south off Northfield Dr.)

www.coopersflooring.com
Cooper’s Custom Flooring is a customer-friendly store that

specializes in flooring products and services to make buying flooring
for your home easier, less stressful, and more affordable.

Floor fashions typically last so long that most homeowners will only
shop for new floors a few times in their lifetime.  As each home is
unique in size, décor and lifestyle with each family, the product that
is picked must be carefully selected and custom-installed for it to
provide the homeowner with years of enjoyment and performance.

Cooper’s has been making homes more beautiful for over 11
years, and recently moved from Weber Street to a new location at
560 Parkside Drive in Waterloo.

Owners Craig & Wendy Cooper along with daughters Casey and
Christy invite you to visit their new showroom and browse through
a broad range of flooring samples.  They can guide you through your
selection, offering you advice and information, not only about the
flooring product, warranties and performance claims, but also its
installation and maintenance requirements, and more.

Choose from the latest designs and styles in carpet, no-wax vinyl,
long wearing laminates, ceramic tile, and warm, rich hardwood
flooring. Cooper’s features respected brands such as Stainmaster,
Kraus, Shaw, Mohawk, Beaulieu, Coronet, Armstrong, Domco,
Manningon, Congoleum, Columbia, Harris-Tarkett and others.

Cooper’s Custom Flooring will also arrange for in-home
measuring and professional installation for fit and finish that is
second to none.  Financing is available (OAC).

Solutions For all your Computing and Digital Needs.

809 Victoria St. N., Kitchener                      519-742-9821
(near Expressway, at Bruce St., Victoria Bruce Centre)

www.neutron.ca
If you are thinking of buying new digital products to make life more

entertaining, productive, easier, and enjoyable, then you probably
already realize that where to buy is just as important as what to buy.

Neutron Computers & Home Entertainment gives consumers
access to the foremost digital technologies, including personal and
business computing, plus digital imaging and entertainment.

The knowledgeable sales associates at Neutron will help you sort
through the mystery and jargon that can confuse or intimidate first
time buyers, and help you choose leading brand digital products
which are suitable to your needs.

Neutron Computers & Home Entertainment is your one-stop
digital shopping experience, featuring PC desktop and laptop
computers featuring Intel processors, plus servers and workstations,
monitors, printers, digital cameras, scanners, media storage devices,
software, multimedia products, modems, memory, graphics cards,
networking products, video surveillance equipment, and more.  Make
your home theatre complete and save space with the most current
LG plasma screen and LCD TVs.

Servicing your new products will never be easier than with their
experienced technology experts.  From on-site or in-store service
and upgrades to virus and spyware detection and removal, they have
you covered.

Neutron Computers & Home Entertainment opened in
September 1984 and is independently owned by Roger Comens
who is assisted by an experienced sales staff and certified
technicians.

For unsurpassed choice, service and value, think Neutron
Computers & Home Entertainment.

by Derek & Kelly Villemaire- Format & Copy cannot be reproduced without permission from Ultimate Marketing (519) 885-4441

1051 Victoria St. N., Kitchener                    519-744-1120
(south of Frederick St., across from Canadian Tire)

When dining out, many will look for a style of food that may not be
as easily made at home.  There has been a growing trend in the last
decade towards highly specialized ethnic food restaurants.

Aohna Athena Greek Cuisine is a licensed restaurant that offers
a relaxed, elegant atmosphere with a Mediterranean style making
use of bright decor, full place settings, and comfortable seating.
They offer a wide choice on the menu including Kids Meals, as well
as a fast take-out service.

The friendly, attentive staff will help guide your choices from the
bountiful Greek and Canadian cuisine on the menu.  You order will
be promptly delivered to your table, as it is prepared using the
freshest ingredients and authentic recipes and spices.

Aohna Athena Greek Cuisine features salads such as Smoked
Salmon, Athens Spinach or Chicken Caesar.  They also offer the
Greek Omelet, Tyropita, Souvlaki in a Pita (Pork or Chicken), Pork
Medallions, Gyros in a Pita, Seafood Pita, Vegetables in a Pita,
Spanakopita Meal, Steak Sandwich, and Chicken on a Bun.  Some
traditional favourites and entrees include Moussaka, Pork
Tenderloin, Chicken or Pork Souvlaki, grilled Chicken dishes, Steaks,
and Filet Mignon Medallions, plus the Athena Platter (Moussaka,
Pork & Chicken Souvlaki, Lamb Chops and Dolmadakia).  Seafood
lovers will enjoy the Shrimp Skewers, Salmon Fillet, Broiled or Deep-
Fried Kalamari, Rock Sole Souvlaki, Jumbo Butterfly Shrimp, and
Seafood Platter.

Since opening in June 2005, owner Karolina Dolecka and the
staff have maintained the goal of making each visit a pleasant one.

The next time you decide to dine out and are searching for a
positive experience, remember Aohna Athena Greek Cuisine in
Kitchener.

“Dedicated to Quality” Since 1992

10 Dolman St., Breslau                               519-648-3413
(just off Woolwich St.)                             1-800-263-3043

Just as each one of us is different in life, at the time of death that
difference should be remembered and celebrated. Memorialization is
the time-honoured tradition of remembering and paying tribute to a
loved one.  A memorial is a lasting symbol of how important the loved
one was in our lives and to the community.

At Finest Memorials, each family has the opportunity to select
and personalize a memorial that will truly reflect the personality of the
loved one.  All of the memorials they offer are beautifully crafted
individually using the highest quality granites quarried from around
the world.  The finest materials and craftsmanship evident on every
memorial will ensure that your tribute will endure over time.  There
are numerous colours, shapes and profiles from which to choose.

Finest Memorials also offers many different ways to personalize
the memorial.  Custom lettering with your choice of words, poems or
prose can bring special meaning to the family.  You can also have
your monument etched or engraved with graphics depicting a special
place, flowers, emblems, fraternal or religious symbols, animals,
sports, a portrait—just about anything you can imagine.

If you have wisely made the decision to preplan by making your
own purchase, owner/memorial cousellor Doug Sowa and the staff
at Finest Memorials will ensure a selection that meets your needs
and remains within the guidelines of the cemetery to which it is to be
erected.  Doug brings over 35 years of carving and design
experience.  They can also create markers and dedication plaques in
granite or bronze, pet markers, date and corner stones, plus custom
sawing and polishing.

Winter is a good time to purchase a Finest Memorial and have it
prepared and ready for installation in the Spring.  The average
memorial can take 3-4 months to complete.

The
Best

Choice
Everytime

Waterloo Town Square, Waterloo                519-746-7734
Conestoga Mall, Waterloo                           519-884-4181
Stone Road Mall, Guelph                            519-837-1624

It is usually quality products at fair prices, combined with attentive
service from personable people that makes a business successful.
Gizmos is a kitchen accessory and gift shop that has all these
essential qualifications and more.  With a history dating back to
1978, there are now three Gizmos locations  in the region, locally
owned and operated by Diane Morphet.

These shops are just brimming to the rafters with functional and
fashionable kitchen accessories, cooking and serving products to add
life and practicability to the kitchen, as well as myriad gift items for all
occasions.  They specialize in premium quality housewares, many that
may not be found elsewhere in this area.  Cookware and houseware
products are available from Swiss Diamond, Creuset, Emile Henry,
and Maxwell Williams, plus Cuisinart appliances, and the Trudeau
brand of stainless steel carafes, mugs and other products.

At Gizmos you will find many high quality kitchen items
encompassing microwave & oven cookware, oven-to-tableware,
mugs, woks, glassware, bowls and serving accessories, fondue sets,
place mats, napkins, canister sets, aprons, pepper mills, wine racks,
Henckels cutlery, and handy gadgets galore.  Popular items for this
year are “The Beer Machine” microbrewery units, hand cranked
popcorn pots and bowls, and handy Norpro products such as bagel
cutting holders.

There’s also a selection of crystal, Willow Tree Angels by Demdaco,
candles, teas, unique bottled condiment items, and much more.

Whether it’s something for your home or gift ideas for a wedding,
housewarming, Christmas or any other occasion, make Gizmos your
destination.

Bringing Beautiful Furniture to Life

165 Bathurst Dr., Unit 3, Waterloo               519-747-2721
(Northland Business Park, near McMurray Ave.)

More and more homeowners and interior decorators are choosing
re-upholstery of furniture pieces rather than replacement.

As upholsterers, the question that the people at P.K. Custom
Upholstery Interiors Inc. hear the most from prospective clients is,
“Is this piece worth re-upholstering”?  First, one must consider the
furniture frame itself.  If the piece has been around for several years,
still structurally in good condition, and the frame is still “tight” after all
of those years, chances are that it is a good candidate for re-
upholstery.  Furniture frames of yesteryear tended to be constructed
of better quality materials and workmanship than much of today’s
new furniture.

If the item “fits” nicely into the room it will be used in and you like
the size and style of your existing furniture, P.K. Custom Upholstery
Interiors can give it a new life by repairing, rebuilding and re-
upholstering the piece.  They may be able to suggest some changes
in styling that may be made to “modernize” the appearance of your
chair, loveseat, sofa, settee or ottoman.

Sentimental value and pieces with unique or unusual design
characteristics also play an important part in the decision of whether
or not to re-upholster.

With over 47 years of European and Canadian experience, owner
Petar Krecak can also deal with other problems during the
upholstery process which may include loose wood joints, worn
padding and foam materials, broken or loose springs, etc.

The people at P.K. Custom Upholstery Interiors can even
upholster headboards and valances, and create custom draperies or
custom built furniture for a co-ordinated appearance. 

Call P.K. Custom Upholstery Interiors Inc. for a free estimate.
Pick-up and delivery are available.

Your Underwater
Adventure

Headquarters

194 Victoria St. N., 
(near Margaret Ave.)

Kitchener
519-742-5415

Scuba diving has
developed into a safe, fun and
worldwide sport that draws
thousands of new divers into

becoming certified each year.  From freshwater shipwrecks to
colourful coral formations and marine life of the tropics, scuba diving
makes extraordinary destinations accessible to almost everyone.

The goal of owners Bruce & Yvonne Kingsbury and the
experienced staff at Groundhog Divers in Kitchener is to enable
people to enjoy scuba activities as safely as possible by providing
the highest quality education, equipment and guidance.

Their internationally recognized scuba education programs are
based on state of the art instructional theory, and flexible training that
introduces skills and safety related information to students in stages.
Courses from Groundhog Divers provide maximum practice and
application to create confident, safety minded divers.  Experienced
instructors will educate students with written classroom theory and
examinations.  The in-pool sessions and supervised open water dives
ensure hands-on training with the latest equipment in an underwater
environment.  The on-premises 14.5 foot deep pool at Groundhog
Divers ensures small classes, flexible training schedules, plus the
availability of refresher courses or private lessons.

Founded on King Street in Kitchener in 1984, Groundhog Divers
opened at the current location in 1992.  There are also locations in
Orangeville and Port Elgin.

Stop by the fully-stocked showroom at Groundhog Divers for
more details about courses, upcoming dive trips, or to see what’s
new in equipment from Mares, Aqualung, Sherwood, Bare, Suunto,
O’Neil and other brands.  Rentals, repairs, air fills, and all the needed
accessories are available under one roof.

Finally, 
Great

Shoes!

75 King St. S., Uptown Waterloo                 519-746-3365
(Waterloo Town Square) also in Toronto and Kingston

Buying high quality shoes from Heel Boy is not necessarily an
expense—it’s more like an investment.  Someone can have a
fashionable wardrobe without paying a fortune for it, but when it’s
time to buy fashionable shoes, one should never sacrifice on quality
for the sake of a few dollars.  It’s a known fact that a quality shoe will
typically last longer than a cheap shoe that may look similar but only
lasts a few years.  With the right care, a quality shoe may last a
lifetime.

Foot fashions with classic brands from Heel Boy are crafted with
quality, which means care has been taken to sew quality seams and
guarantee a superior finish.  Quality shoes usually have less
manufacturing mistakes, have a better overall finish and should last
longer.  The little details added in the finish create an extra element
of style.  You can also expect a higher level of comfort for healthy,
happy feet.

Since opening in Waterloo on September 21, 2005, the
management at Heel Boy has maintained the goal of providing
highest quality shoes for women and men that are properly fitted to
ensure long term comfort, durability and style.

Heel Boy carries a wide selection of shoes, boots, cowboy boots,
and funky handbags galore.  They offer you styles from Nine West,
Steve Madden, Tsubo, Kenneth Cole, Franco Sarto, Hush Puppies,
Diesel, Miss Sixty, Faryl Robin, and Alfred Sung for Men.

The experience of owner Chloe Raincock and the staff at Heel
Boy will allow you to receive honest advice and help you choose the
right style in the perfect size for your needs.
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SPORTSPAGES
Just one last thing Silver Stick proved elusive for Twin Centre Bantam AEs eliminated in quarter-finals

Battling for a Silver Stick trophy in Saugeen Shores last weekend, the 
Twin Centre girls Bantam B squad was ousted in the semi-finals. Walk-
erton - the eventual champions -downed Twin Centre 2-0 to send them 
packing with a 1-2-1 record for the tournament.

The renovation project at the St. Clements arena has been completed, 
including replacement of the rubberized flooring in the dressing rooms. 
However, work crews will be making a return trip; the player benches 
were installed too low and need to be raised.

With a 2-2 record, the Woolwich Bantam AE Wildcats returned home 
from a London hockey tournament early last weekend. The squad fell 4-1 
to Pickering in the quarter-finals, taking them out of the running. Picker-
ing went on to take the title 2-0 over St. Catharines.

Peace-of-Mind Service Package

$4595†

On now for only

Multi-point Peace-of-Mind Inspection including:
� Check Brakes � Check Exhaust System � Check Electrical System 

� Check Cooling System � Check Suspension
� Top-up of Washer Fluid and Check other Fluid Conditions

� Written Report on Findings and Much More
PLUS � Tire Rotation PLUS � Lube, Oil and Filter Change

Buy 3 Tires*

Get the 4th Tire

FREE!
Available on our full line of tires including:

Momentum™

See retailer for additional qualifying brands.

Environmental handling 
charge will apply.
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� �

�

�

� �

Convenient. Affordable

We’re better. We’ll prove it.

ONLY AT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER *While quantities last. Must be dealer installed and excludes tires sizes 18 inches and over. Balancing and installation
extra. Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler Retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, Hemi® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and synthetic
oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires January 21, 2006. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under license by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler Retailer for complete details.
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One of three 2006 
Dodge Magnum R/Ts
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Burying their chances 
– and their opponents 
– the Sugar Kings used a 
barrage of scoring to post 

three wins in as many nights last 
weekend.

The six points put Elmira back 
in second place in the Mid-West-
ern Junior B standings. With 34 
points (17-9), the team trails the 
first-place Cambridge Winter 
Hawks (23-6-1) by 13 points. The 
Kings have four games in hand.

Kings post three 
consecutive wins

Perfect weekend puts Elmira in second place behind Winter Hawks
Starting with a 7-2 victory of the 

Cullitons in Stratford Nov. 25, the 
Kings rolled into Orangeville the 
following night, pasting the Crush-
ers 13-1. At home Sunday night, 
Elmira handed the Listowel Cy-
clones an 8-5 fuzzy lollipop.

The Kings were perfect despite the 
challenge of three games in three 
nights, somewhat offsetting a pre-
vious three-game weekend, noted 
coach John East.

“This is nice considering our first 
time we lost all three, so we won all 
three this time.”

Capping the weekend, Sunday’s 

game against Listowel was part 
of a special fundraising triple-
header. 

“We knew Listowel was going to 
come in here tonight and give us 
a hard game, which they did, but 
I think we responded really well,” 
East said after the game. “It was 
our third game in three nights 
and we’re playing with a short 
lineup because of all the injuries. 
I’m just really proud of the guys 
right now.”

Elmira is down three players due 
to fractures: Ed Oliver is out with 

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The EDSS girls 
hockey team finds 
itself in an ironic, 

if enviable situation: the 
more it wins, the more 
it loses on the financial 
front. Unlike teams such 
as the Elmira Sugar 
Kings, which see atten-
dance and gate receipts 
rise with their on-ice he-
roics, high school hock-
ey is a different breed. 

In fact, the story is 
much the same for all 
school teams, which 
feel the pinch of tight 
budgets from the school 
board on down.

In the case of the lady 
Lancers, they’ve been 
a winning squad since 
joining the fray four 
years ago. And they’ve 
got the bills to prove it … 
not to mention the hand-
me-down jerseys.

EDSS pays a flat fee of 
about $700 for all their 
teams to participate in 
Waterloo County Second-
ary School Athletic As-
sociation (WCSSAA) and 
$400 for Central Western 
Ontario School Athletic 
Association (CWOSAA).

If the teams are good 
– and that’s true of the 
girls’ hockey squad – they 
will compete provincially 
for which there are tour-
nament fees, hotel and 

Winning 
ways 

come with 
a price

Girls’ hockey team sees firsthand the 
reality of tight high school budgets

transportation costs.
In the 2003-04 school 

year EDSS spent $2,800 
for the boys’ and girls’ 
hockey teams to com-
pete in CWOSAA and 
Ontario Federation of 
School Athletic Associa-
tion (OFSSA) games.

OFSSA’s entree fees are 
determined by the host 
school, varying between 
$600 and $800 per team. 

Dave Conlon, school ac-
tivities director, said the 
bulk of the money went 
to support the girls’ 
team, which competed 
in both events.

“The interesting thing 
is the more successful 
they are the more it costs 
us,” said Conlon. “That’s 
above and beyond the 
normal league play that 
we involve ourselves in 
with WCSSAA.”

Last year it cost the 
school $64,000 to run 
21 sports teams, $6,400 
of that went toward the 
girls’ hockey team. 

The team contributed 
$3,400 and student ac-
tivities picked up the re-
maining $3,000.

“Hockey is an expen-
sive sport because of ice 
times,” said Conlon, who 
is also the swim coach. 
“Swimming is an expen-
sive sport because of pool 
times. We have to pay 
someone else for their fa-

▼ See GOALS page 16 ▼ See WINNING page 21

DESIREE FINHERT

DROP IT Kings’ centre Brock Zinken goes head-to-head with Cyclones assistant captain Brent Cochrane in an 8-5 win for Elmira Nov. 27. 
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Politics and the outdoorsman

Helping
Good People do
Great Things.

To Qualify for a 2005 Tax Receipt Donations are Required by Jan 5, 2006

Special grants are available for youth initiatives through the 
Foundation of Memories Fund. Charitable organizations and 
individuals whose services benefit the citizens of Woolwich 
Township. Grants will be provided for captial expenditures 
or as seed money for new initiatives (not operating).

FUNDRAISING GOAL: $100,000

We need individuals, families and corporations
like you working together to achieve our goal. 
Together we can do it. Can we count on you?

Please give a gift of money, shares, or sign over a life insurance policy.*

*All gifts will receive a charitable receipt.

The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation Office
TEL: (519) 725-1806   FAX: (519) 725-3851
EMAIL: info@kwcf.ca   WEB: www.kwcf.ca

CONTACT: Inga Rinne, Chair  (519) 742-8750

Thank You for All of Your Past Contributions. In 2005 
the fund has supported numerous community projects.

• Bloomingdale Recreation Club — assist with new tables in Rec. Centre
• Alzheimer Society of KW — “Rural Education Series”
• Junior Achievement of Waterloo Region - Stay in School program
• St. Teresa of Avila of School Council - Outdoor classroom in school yard
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$12/Child

ARE MORE FUN
AT ELMIRA BOWL!
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

One week after 
earning a consola-
tion finals win, the 

Woolwich Minor Peewee 
Wildcats battled their 
way to a championship 
finish. The squad went 
undefeated to take the 
top spot at last weekend’s 
Guelph Powerplay Tour-
nament.

“I got a solid effort from 
all three lines [through-
out the] tournament. I 
think it’s probably the 
best hockey I’ve seen 
them play all year,” said 
coach Jason Blaxall. “My-
self, and the rest of the 
coaching staff, we were 
incredibly proud of the 
boys all weekend. I know 
the parents were too.

“I was thrilled for them 
– they deserved it.”

Guelph proves golden for Minor Peewees
Team follows up consolation finals win by taking it all in championship play

The team, Blaxall sug-
gested, was still riding 
high after taking the 
consolation title at the 
Woolwich Weekend Tour-

nament.
“I think it was a confi-

dence-builder. The boys 
started to believe in them-
selves a lot more. And 

feeling confident about 
their ability, they were 
able to go out there and 
out-skate and out-hustle 
the other teams,” he told 

the Observer. “Winning 
the consolation [finals] 
in the other tournament, 
I think they wanted to do 
even better this tourna-
ment.”

Kicking off the Guelph 
tourney, Woolwich hand-
ed the home-town team 
a 5-2 loss. They followed 
that up with a 3-1 win 

over Amherstburg before 
downing Owen Sound 3-1 
in round-robin action.

“That game was pretty 
intense, pretty close,” 
Blaxall said of the Owen 
Sound match-up. “We 
came out a little slug-
gish in the first period 
– the second and third is 

CHAMPIONSHIP CELEBRATION  The Woolwich Minor Peewee Wildcats claimed top spot in the Guelph 
Powerplay Tournament last weekend. Back row (from left): Jason Blaxall, Jeff Bauman, Scott Playford and 
John Kernick. Third row: Nathan Playford, Clinton Dechert, Weston Morlock, Shane Young, Jake Kernick and 
Dalton Taylor. Second row: Brayden Stevens, Andrew Scott, Logan White, Justin Neeb, Ryan Ament and Justin 
Schlupp. Front row: Nick Bauman and Blake Ziegler. SUBMITTED PHOTO

▼ See WILL page 16

Now that we’re go-
ing to be forced to 
exercise our liber-

ties, in this case, the vote, 
I think it’s only fitting 
that we outdoors enthu-
siasts discuss our role in 
this great democracy.

This is particularly im-
portant this year, since 
we will probably decide 
who forms the next gov-
ernment. Few other citi-
zens of this country, after 
all, own the snowshoes, 
ATVs or snowmobiles 
that will be required to 
get to the polls. 

If this is the case, as I 
suspect it might be, we’ll 
have a very different 
Canada when all is said 
and done.

First, look out for a few 
new national holidays 

like The Duck Opener, 
The Deer Opener and 
Trout Day. Accompany-
ing those, I hope, will 
be yet a second Remem-
brance Day, this one far 
less important or solemn. 
In it, all anglers and hunt-
ers will be asked to take 
the time to stop and re-
member the real stories 
behind the tales they’ve 
been telling. Believe me, 
at 11 o’clock on that day, 
there will be no silence. 
But for those outdoors-
men and their families, it 
will be cathartic.

Savvy politicians, of 
course, will recognize 
the powerful influence of 
outdoors people during 
this election and there-
fore begin courting us 
for our votes. With this 

in mind, instead of party 
signs they might be bet-
ter off placing their lo-
gos on things like lures, 
fishing rods and nets. I’d 
gladly place a sign on my 
front lawn if it was paint-
ed on the side of, say, a 
Kevlar canoe or 4-stroke 
outboard.

Currently, the central 
issue to us outdoors types 
is the hated federal gun 
registry. Now, I’m not say-
ing that we should scrap 
it; no, but I do think we 
could make it more use-
ful. Instead of registering 
the guns we have, why 

not use it to register the 
guns we need? Sort of like 
what a bride does when 
she registers for gifts. Say 
some nice person wanted 
to buy me a gun, instead 
of asking me and then 
risking getting caught up 
in an awkward lecture 
about ballistics, calibers, 
actions, stock material, 
and sights, they could just 
look at the registry and 
see that among the guns I 
need is a Ruger #1 in .243 
or, if that does not seem 
extravagant enough, an 
M1 Abrahms main battle 
tank. It’d make life easier 

on us all.
Suddenly, the $1 billion 

wasted on the current 
registry would seem well 
spent.

Another suggestion 
that might get a few out-
doors votes is a campaign 
promise to reclaim a few 
malls and turn them into 
wetlands once again. It’d 
only be fair. 

And each time a crimi-
nal goes to prison for a 
gun-related offence, he 
or she should be forced 
to enroll, attend, and pay 
for, the firearms safety 
course. This should hap-
pen continually for the 
duration of his sentence. 
Additionally, once a 
week he or she should be 
subjected to phoning the 
Federal Firearms Centre 

in order to ask a simple 
question. Yes, it’s cruel, 
but in the end, he’d truly 
be sorry for ever messing 
with those things.

While we’re on the sub-
ject of being tough on 
crime, why can’t we get 
convicts to tie flies in-
stead of fabricate licence 
plates. I’m not talking 
about the easy flies that 
anyone can tie either. No, 
I’d like to see them pro-
duce Adam’s, Stimula-
tors, or Elk Hair Caddis’ 
in size 18s or better. Now 
that’s hard time. And it’d 
give the federal correc-
tional service a much-
needed motto too: “Time 
flies.”

As Election Day ap-
proaches, I’m sure we’ll 
think of more great ideas. 
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“The Most Comfortable 
Seat In the House!”

STORE HOURS: Mon-Thur. 8-6 
Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5(519) 664-3301

1421 King St N., ST. JACOBS

VISIT US AT WWW.HOME-FURNITURE.CA FOR MORE INFORMATION

Holiday
 Leather

 Sale!
Holiday
 Leather

 Sale!
Holiday
 Leather

 Sale!
“ALLURE”
Hide-A-Chaise
Rocker Recliner

“CAIRO”
Chaise Rocker Recliner

$59999

$69999
$59999

“CORONADO”
Hide-A-Chaise 
Rocker Recliner

a broken ankle, Dane 
Dobbie with a broken 
hand and Alex Sharpe 
with a broken jaw. 

Still the remaining 
teammates held a 5-0 lead 
over the Cyclones until 
the middle of the second 
period. 

Adam Love got things 
rolling just 1:20 into the 
game, converting on an 
assist from Ryan Zehr. 
Minutes later, at 5:55, 
John Lunney made it 2-
0, assisted by Marc Des-
champs. 

Love struck again at 
17:49, putting the Kings 
up 3-0 before the first was 
over. Rob Mercer and Ty-
ler Soehner drew assists 
on the play.

“For the first 25-30 min-
utes it was going really 
good from us,” said East. 
“We knew they were com-
ing in shorthanded, they 
had a few suspensions 
…” 

Goals aplenty as Kings ring up three
Listowel was, in fact, 

down four players ejected 
from a 3-2 win over the 
Waterloo Siskins Nov. 25.

In the second, the Kings 
dominated the opening 
minutes, capitalizing on 
two power-play chances.

Tyler Brenner (Chad 
Shwartzentruber and 
Brock Zinken) needed 
just 29 seconds to make 
it 4-0. Lunney (Brenner, 
Shwartzentruber) netted 
his second of the night 
at 7:33 as Elmira enjoyed 
the man advantage.

At that point, Listowel 
decided to join the game, 
coming back with three 
goals of their own before 
the buzzer went again.

“We had them right 
where we wanted and 
credit to them, they 
didn’t quit,” said East of 
the Cyclones’ tenacity. 
“They just kept coming 
back and coming back.”

At 11:25, Listowel’s cap-
tain Brent Cochran put a 

shorthanded goal behind 
netminder Blake Scherer, 
making the score 5-1.

Two minutes later, for-
ward Brent Freeman 
clawed one more back for 
the Cyclones. With two 
minutes left in second 
period, Listowel’s captain 
scored again, raising the 
score 5-3.

“I was a little disap-
pointed giving up the 
lead … but we didn’t let 
them get in too close and 
it was nice to extend it,” 
said East. 

The Sugar Kings came 
out quickly in the third, 
putting up the first two 
goals of the period.

At 7:37, Rob Mercer (Soeh-
ner, Love) made it 6-3. The 
Kings went up by four at 
the 13:02 mark when Tra-
vis Martin, assisted by De-
schamps and Mercer, took 
advantage of a Listowel 
slashing penalty.

Late in the frame, the 
Cyclones turned it up a 
notch, using a power-play 
chance of their own at 
17:22 to make it 7-4. Zach 

Graham got the ‘G’, assist-
ed by Mike Feltz. A min-
ute later, Jim Hutchinson 
(Cory Hamilton) would 
draw Listowel within 
two. But that was as close 
as it got – Soehner made 
it 8-5 with an empty-net-
ter with 32 seconds left.

The game was attended 
by some 400 people who 
came to the fundraiser 
tripleheader with the 
Elora Rockets and tykes 
starting play at 4:30 p.m. 

Elmira’s coach ex-
pressed no faults with his 

team’s performance. 
“We were moving the 

puck around really well 
especially early on in the 
game,” said East. “That 
was really key for us this 
weekend.”

Saturday, the Kings dev-
astated the Orangeville 
Crushers 13-1. Elmira 
out-shot the Crushers 
every period (20-9, 23-13, 
11-2).

Nov. 25, the Kings 
slammed the Stratford 
Cullitons 7-2, also out- 
shooting for the first two 
periods (13-10, 13-12, 9-
11). 

East attributed the win-
ning weekend to the play 
of his special teams.

 “When you capitalize on 
your power-play oppor-
tunities it’s going to be 
tough on other teams.”

The Kings are home to 
the Guelph Dominators 
tomorrow night (Sunday).  
Game time is 7 p.m.

Will to win sees Peewees all the way to the championship
where we really picked 
it up. I think the boys 
just decided they want-
ed to win. We wanted 
to go undefeated in the 
round-robin.”

Facing Oshawa in the 
semifinals proved to be 

an “interesting” endeav-
our, the coach continued. 

“We controlled the play 
through the first couple 
periods. We were up 5-2 at 
one point,” he said. “Half-
way through the third, 
Oshawa just came back. 
… They pulled their goal-

ie and basically had the 
puck in our end for the 
last two minutes of the 
game. They had a couple 
chances to tie it up, but 
our goaltender played 
well. Luckily we came out 
with a 5-4 win there.”

Owen Sound also won 

its semifinal round, set-
ting up a rematch with 
the championship on the 
line. Woolwich, however, 
would prove victorious 
once again: the Wildcats 
battled their way to a 3-1 
win to take the trophy.

“I think they (Owen 

Sound) really wanted to 
come out and beat us,” 
Blaxall suggested. “It 
was a hard-fought game. 
It was 0-0 after the first 
period and … we ended 
up late in the third pe-
riod tied 1-1. 

“With roughly five min-

utes to go in the third 
period is when we got 
our second goal to go 
up 2-1. Owen Sound just 
kept putting pressure 
on. Luckily we ended 
up getting an empty-net 
goal … in the final min-
ute.”

Continued from page 15

Continued from page 14

DESIREE FINHERT

THAT ONE’S 
MINE Elmira’s Dan 
Rhame (23), Tyler 
Soehner (4) Jeff 
Zippel (17) Chad 
Shwartzentruber 
(back) and goalie 
Blake Scherer keep 
an eye on the puck 
in an 8-5 win over 
Listowel Nov. 27.
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A whole SEASON
of SAVINGS!

GRAND
OPENING
GRAND
OPENING
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Snider Bros. FurnitureSnider Bros. FurnitureSnider Bros. Furniture
LA-Z-BOY • SKLAR PEPPLER • BOYHILL • SIMMONS • DECOR-REST • ASHLEY • PETERS-REVINGTON • LEATHERCRAFT

19 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • 669-5077

LTD.

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs 9-6, Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-5
SINCE 
1969

Cosy Up for Christmas!

BRENTWOOD CLASSICS COLLECTION

MANY MORE STYLES & COLOURS IN STOCK & READY TO WRAP!

FINEST LOOKS, BEST SELECTION AT SNIDER BROS. FURNITURE

$649*
$649*

$789*

*Includes choice of colour, material and delivery.

Includes Taxes
Includes Taxes

Includes Taxes

DREAMING OF A 
GREEN CHRISTMAS?

ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON
N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

SEE US FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF CLOTHING, HATS & TOYS
• WITH FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU •

OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON
L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 N.
Listowel, ON
N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

DREAMING OF A 
GREEN CHRISTMAS?

MOUNT FOREST
Rural Route #3
Mt. Forest, ON
N0G 2L0
519-323-1340
1-800-901-8312

SHELBURNE
732 Steeles St.
Shelburne, ON
L0N 1S4
519-925-1481
1-866-925-2944

SHOP ONLINE AT: www.elmirafarmservice.com

3020 WITH LOADER
Key Series Precision #3

$169.99

8530 TRACTOR
Collector Edition

$113.99
TOYS STARTING 

AS LOW AS
$2.99

Plus

COMING SOON
JOHN DEERE

CLOTHES
& HATS

SOME STYLES 
AND DESIGNS 

MAY NOT BE 
AVAILABLE

CREATURE 
COMFORT

PET EMPORIUM

Your
Pet’s Store 
& So Much 

More!
Unique Gifts & Accessories Quality Pet Food & Supplies

“$10 Christmas Cash”
SAVE $10 OFF total purchase of $50 + with this ad.
Not valid on pet food products/can not be combined

with other discounts. Expires 12/31/05.

664-3366
Upper Village 
@ Sawmill 
Rd/King St

1553 KING ST N     ST JACOBS

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

www.creaturecomfort.ca

up to 50% off 
select items
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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot like

Christmas
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Toro Financing Available*
Visit us at www.toro.com
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Let every snowflake be
unique in someone

else’s driveway.

Save
$100.00
38620 (Power Max 826 LE)

• 318 cc engine, 26 in. clearing width.
• Quick Stick® chute control.
• Power Max® auger system to reduce clogging.
• 2-year FULL warranty, including 
  pick up & delivery.*
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Owned & Operated by

LG 6200
$29*

Sanyo 2300
$0*

Nokia 2125i
$0*

Samsung a860
$29*

LG 3300
$0*

mp3
(Digital Only)

LG 325
$49*

Motorola E815
$99*

Kitchener
800 Victoria St. N.Unit 2

519-579-2252

For more information 
call or visit us today!

Winter Fun
starting at $0*

Waterloo
94 Bridgeport Rd. E.

519-725-2570

*Baka Wireless exclusive offer valid in Bell Mobility territories for NEW ACTIVATIONS, on a 36-month term contract on the Corporate PCS or Preferred Voice Rate
Plan only; advertised price instant Bell Mobility rebate. Long distances and applicable taxes are extra.  Offer expires December 31, 2005. All prices, products
and offers are subject to change and/or cancellation without prior notice. All items may not be exactly as shown. 10-4 is a trade mark of Bell Canada. 10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO

Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!
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Redefine the colours of Christmas

HOT PINK HOLIDAY!
A collection that is every girly girl’s dream come true!

Light Up Your Christmas Tree with colour! These Funky
Ornaments are Lovely, Feathery, Cute, Sparkly, Soft... & PINK!

Great Gifts for Girlfriends!



T’is the season
FOR SAVINGS!
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cility. Whereas when we 
run basketball here, we 
have our own gym. The 
refs are our only cost and 
busing is our only cost for 
a sport like that.”

The girls’ hockey Lanc-
ers won CWOSAA in 2002 
and 2003 and came sec-
ond last year. They were 
semifi nalist at WCSSAA 
last year and won the 
year before.

This year, the girls are 
already on their way to 
a competitive season, 
sporting a 2-1 win-loss ra-
tio including their most 
recent match, a 7-1 win 
over Kitchener Collegiate 
Institute Tuesday.

Coach John Swatridge 
has been the girls’ coach 
since before they were a 
registered team. He knows 
their success comes with 
consequences.

“If you win too much it’s 
expensive so you’re bet-
ter off losing,” said Swat-
ridge. “That’s basically 
the situation that you put 
yourself in.”

Swatridge would like 
to see his team in new 
jerseys instead of the 15-
year-old hand-me-down 
white sweaters donated 
by the boys’ team, but 
there’s no extra money.

Winning sometimes
a losing proposition

The team’s green home 
jerseys are two years old.

“The whites are basi-
cally holey and falling 
apart,” said Swatridge. 
“To me, I’m more focused 
on the game, but defi nitely 
the girls are the ones who 
put them on, so it would 
be nice to get new ones.”

Jerseys would cost the 
girls $50 each out of their 
pockets or the school $850 
for the 17-member team.

Swatridge contemplated 
holding a fundraising 
tournament to pay for 
the jerseys but said he 
doesn’t have time for the 
amount of organizing it 
would require.

EDSS designates money 
to the teams deemed the 

most needy. 
This year the volley-

ball and soccer teams 
received new jerseys be-
cause they didn’t have 
any, as opposed to the 
girls hockey team which 
is on the waiting list for a 
second set of jerseys two 
years from now. 

Student activities coun-
cils fund their sports 
without money from the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board.  

“Ice fees have gone up 
and ref fees have gone 
up and everybody’s sort 
of remembering the good 
old days when kids would 
basically pay $30 and 
they got everything. It’s 
not like that anymore.”

Continued from page 14

MON - FRI.    9-9 
SATURDAY   9-5
SUNDAYS      12-5

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

Let us help you with 
your personal shopping.

Ask for Robert, Mike, Kathy or Howie.
669-1152

EXTENDED STORE HOURS FROM DECEMBER 5 TO DECEMBER 30

Let us help you with Let us help you with Let us help you with Let us help you with Let us help you with Let us help you with 

Holid
ay

Sal
e

Now In

Progress

We are now available 
evenings ‘til 9pm.

For More Information:
Call 744-7447 or Visit our Web Site at www.kcf.org

For More Information:
Call 744-7447 or Visit our Web Site at www.kcf.org

Mark your Calendars!

KCF Musical Productions Presents:KCKCKCCCFCFCFFF MKKCKCKCKCFCFCFFCFCFF M i lll P dKKCKKCKCKCK FCFCFF MuMuMuMuMuususussisisicicicicicacacacacalalall PrPrPrrororroroodddududududucucucctctcttitititit oioiioionsnsns PKKCKKCKCKCK FCFCFF MuMuMMuMMuMuuMuMususususu isisisisicicicici acacacac lalalala PPrProKCKCKCKCK FCFCFF

DESIREE FINHERT

OPPORTUNITY 
COSTS Dave 
Conlon, activities 
director at EDSS, 
works at balancing 
21 teams at the 
school and the 
money to fi nance 
their games and 
tournaments.  
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The Annual Christmas Tyme Parade in 
Wellesley will be held Dec. 9 at 6:30pm in 
conjunction with the Wellesley Lions Tree 
of Light. With a $5.00 donation per bulb, the 
proceeds assist Meals on Wheels in Wellesley 
Township as well as CPAC (Community 
Action Program for Children).

Collection boxes for the Tree of Light donations 
are available from all merchants in the village.

Wellesley Fair Ambassador, Samantha 
Fitzpatrick and Wellesley Idol Winner, Sarah 
Gropp will be participating in the Tree of 
Light Ceremony. Hot apple cider and cookes 
will be available as families enjoy singing 
Christmas Carols.

A Live Nativity (by the Wellesley Mennonite 
Church) will be performed following the 
parade (at 7:30) and again after the Tree of 
Light is illuminated (at 8:00) giving everyone 
a chance to observe the true meaning of 
Christmas.

Join us for our Annual
Christmas Tyme ParadeMASSAGE THERAPY

NOW AVAILABLE IN WELLESLEY
MARJORIE D. MARTIN • Registered Massage Therapist/Reiki Master

• Back & Neck Pain
• Arthritis

• Stress Management
• Aromatherapy

• Athletic Injuries
• Headaches

• Discomforts of Pregnancy
S E R V I N G  T H E  K - W  A R E A  S I N C E  1 9 9 2

1212 Queen’s Bush Rd. - Unit A, Wellesley • 656-9079 ������������������������������������

A CHRISTMAS TALEA CHRISTMAS TALE
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A last-minute fund-
raiser Nov. 27 has 
been deemed a suc-

cess thanks to coopera-
tion from hockey teams 
and their fans.

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
8-5 win over the Listowel 
Cyclones was top billing 
at the tripleheader hock-
ey fundraiser.

The Senior A Elora 
Rocks doubled Listowel 
10-5 in the afternoon 
match followed by an 
20-minute intermission 
match between Wool-
wich and Listowel Tyke 
teams.

Tripleheader proves a worthwhile fundraiser
Area hockey teams, new Elmira rec. complex benefit from Sunday’s event

Admission to all three 
games was $10 with a non-
perishable food item for 
the Woolwich Commu-
nity Services (WCS) food 
bank, and $12 without.

The tripleheader 
grossed $4,222, divided 
between Elmira, Elora 
and the fund for a new 
rec. complex in Elmira. 

Graham Snyder, assis-
tant general manager 
for the Kings, said teams 
such as the Oldtimers 
Hockey League and the 
Gear Jammers had to re-
schedule their practices 
into timeslots before or 
after the five-hour event 
to make it work.

“We needed a lot of coop-

eration – some of the men’s 
league teams who gave up 
their ice time and some 
of the other teams moved 
their times around,” said 
Snyder. “It started around 
noon today (Nov. 26) with 
teams doing a little bit of 
shuffling so we could get 
it in.”

The Kings received 
$2,011 and Elora $1,266.60, 
which will go toward the 
teams’ ice time and refer-
ees fees.

Funds raised for the new 
recreation facility came 
in at $844.40 plus pro-
ceeds from the 50-50 draw 
raising their total to ap-
proximately $1,000.

“For something that was 

a little bit last-minute, we 
were happy with that. [It] 
supported two causes, at 
the same time it got some 
people out to the rink.”

The WCS food bank re-
ceived $212 in cash from 
people who did not bring 
a non-perishable food 
item, as well as nine large 
boxes of food from those 
who did.

Some 550 people at-
tended the tripleheader, 
which had a sparse crowd 
for the Elora-Listowel 
match, lesser still for the 
Tyke’s game and, finally, 
full support for the Kings 
game.

Kings’ fan Mike Dunn 
was in the stands from 

4:30 p.m. when the first 
puck was dropped.  He 
said he just came to sup-
port the arena fund and 
the food bank, and see 
some good hockey.

“I think it should have got 
more advertising because 
not a lot of people knew 
about it, but it worked,” 
said Dunn.

Advancing the game and 
the friendly rivalry be-
tween teams was also on 
the weekend agenda. “And 
also promote the possibil-
ity of the idea of having a 
senior team,” said Snyder. 
“Right now there’s not 
enough ice time available 
to even consider having a 
senior team.”

Snyder said there are 12 
former Kings now play-
ing for the Elora Rockets. 

“That was a big part of 
why they wanted to play 
over here, ‘cause there’s a 
lot of local flavour,” said 
Snyder. “Eventually we 
want to see a senior team 
in town and we can do 
that if we have a second 
ice pad.”

Some of the user groups 
are pressing for twin ice 
pads in a new facility, 
slated for construction in 
2008. Woolwich Township 
has plans for a single ice 
surface in the $12 million 
complex, which will also 
include a new swimming 
pool.

PHOTOS: DESIREE FINHERT

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL Elora Rocks’ Mike Brito gestures to his teammates in 
a 10-5 win over the Listowel Cyclones at the tripleheader fundraiser 
at Elmira Arena.

HEAD STRONG Listowel Cyclones and Elora Rocks race for the puck in a 10-5 win for Elora at the tripleheader fundraiser in Elmira Nov. 27.

TOMORROW’S STARS TODAY Spectators at Sunday’s tripleheader were entertained by a 20-minute exhibition match between Tyke squads 
from Woolwich and Listowel, sandwiched between a Senior A game and the Junior B match-up, both of which featured local players in the 
lineup.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 1 Fergus 2
Goals: Grant Kernick
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 3 Elora 5
Goals: Alex Uttley (2), Evan 
Martin
Assists: Matthew Leger, Grant 
Kernick, Kelby Martin

ATOM MINOR
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 3 Hespeler 0
Goals: Jordan King (2), Adrian 
Gilles
Assists: Mackenzie Shantz (2)
NOV. 28
• Woolwich 1 Burlington 1
Goals: Adrian Gilles
Assists: Alex MacLean, Brady 
Erb

ATOM AE
NOV. 17
• Woolwich 2 Milton 3
Goals: A.J. Priester, Charlie 
Paven
Assists: Charlie Paven, Kirk 
Tuffnail, A.J. Priester
NOV. 20
• Woolwich 0 Orangeville 5
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 2 Orangeville 7
Goals: A.J. Priester, Conor 
Jansen

ATOM LL
NOV. 20
• Woolwich One 4 New Ham-
burg 5
Goals: Zeke Schneider (2), Alex 
White, Jacob Hahn
Assists: Alex White, Jasper 
Bender, Spencer Inglis
NOV. 26 
• Woolwich One 3 Ayr 5
Goals: Jacob Hahn (2), Zeke 
Schneider
Assists: Alex White

• Woolwich Two 4 New Hamburg 
3
Goals: Bradley Thomas (3), Evan 
Yantha
Assists: Jordan Arndt, Troy 
Brunkard

PEEWEE MAJOR
NOV. 21
• Woolwich 7 Hespeler 5
Goals: Ryan Ament (2), Ryan 
Bauman, Alex Albrecht, Ben 
Mitchell, Matt O’Hara, Evan 
Morrison
Assists: Justin Martin (3), Ben 
Mitchell (2), Ryan Bauman (2), 
Alex Albrecht (2), Ryan Ament, 
Matt O’Hara, Brandon Nickel, 
Andrew Brubacher

PEEWEE MINOR
Guelph Tournament
Nov. 25 to 27
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 5 Guelph 2
Goals: Weston Morlock, Dalton 
Taylor, Brayden Stevens, Patrick 
Quinn, Nathan Playford
Assists: Clinton Dechert (3), 
Brayden Stevens (3), Patrick 
Quinn, Ryan Ament
• Woolwich 3 Amherstburg 1
Goals: Clinton Dechert, Weston 
Morlock, Justin Schlupp
Assists: Evan Buehler, Justin 
Schlupp
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Justin 
Schlupp
Assists: Weston Morlock (2), 
Ryan Ament
• Woolwich 5 Oshawa 2
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Clinton 
Dechert, Dalton Taylor, Andrew 
Scott
Assists: Ryan Ament (2), Brayden 
Stevens (2), Justin Schlupp, Justin 
Need, Nathan Playford, Logan White, 
Clinton Dechert, Patrick Quinn
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 1

Goals: Ryan Ament, Andrew 
Scott, Patrick Quinn
Assists: Patrick Quinn, Brayden 
Stevens, Jake Kernick

PEEWEE AE
NOV. 17
• Woolwich 0 Oakville 10
NOV. 23
• Woolwich 0 Caledon 5

BANTAM AE
London Tournament
Nov. 25 to 27
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 2 London 0
Goals: Ryan Elvy, Parker Baldin
Assists: Brent Kron, Brandon 
Lamers, Jordan Mills, Adam Chowen
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 3 Innisfil 0
Goals: Ryan Elvy (2), Brandon 
Lamers
Assists: Brent Kron (2), Devin 
Church (2), Jordan Mills
• Woolwich 0 Markam 3
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 1 Pickering 4
Goals: Jason Young
Assists: Ryan Elvy, Brent Kron

MIDGET MAJOR
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Kevin Young, Dustin 
Martin, Brett Van Gerwen
Assists: Brad Shantz, Mitch 
Gelfand

MIDGET MINOR
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 2 Brampton 2
Goals: Jarred Parent, Jacob 
Kalenderian
Assists: Dan Huber, Brock 
Shoemaker, Damien Parent
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 2 Elora 5
Goals: Dan Huber, Sean Jaworski
Assists: Brock Shoemaker, 
Jarred Parent, Black Boucher, Ben 
Martin

MIDGET AE
NOV. 23
• Woolwich 2 Flamborough 0
Goals: Steve Bauman, Shane 
McTavish
Assists: Kyle Freed (2), Ryan 
Mann, Cory Martin
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 6 Flamborough 4
Goals: Kyle Freed (2), Blaine 
Cressman (2), Corey Martin, 
Trevor Thompson
Assists: Cory Martin (2), Trevor 
Thompson (2), Blaine Cressman 
(2), Ryan Mann, Mike Boucher, 
Corey Martin
NOV. 28
• Woolwich 3 Orangeville 3
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre, 
Trevor Thompson, Blaine 
Cressman
Assists: Kyle Freed (2), Corey 
Martin

WOOLWICH GIRLS 
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE
NOV. 27
• Woolwich 2 Waterloo Five 1
Goals: Ciara Hea, Taylor Rempel
Assists: Natasha Playford (2), 
Ciara Hea

PEEWEE LL
NOV. 24
• Woolwich 1 Kitchener 6
Goals: Courtney Horst
Assists: Katharine Hoffman

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
NOV. 26
• Twin Centre 3 Waterloo Two 3
Goals: Carly Bender (2), Erika 
Lebold

ATOM C
NOV. 23
• Twin Centre 0 Woolwich 3
NOV. 26
• Twin Centre 0 Flamborough 2

ATOM LL
NOV. 28
• Twin Centre 2 Kitchener Two 1
Goals: Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn, 
Ali Hergott
Assists: Malina Davidson (2), Ali 
Hergott, Meagan Smart

BANTAM B
Saugeen Shores
Tournament
Nov. 25 to 27
NOV. 25
• Twin Centre 2 Stratford 4
Goals: Melissa Kaleta, Arielle 
Boughner
Assists: Kori Martin
• Twin Centre 1 Mt. Brydges 1
Goals: Kori Martin
Assists: Lauri Reid, Brittany 
Straus
NOV. 26
• Twin Centre 4 Kincardine 2
Goals: Kori Martin (2), Stephanie 
Straus, Hannah Boehm
Assists: Arielle Boughner, 
Melanie Freeman, Jenna Voisin, 
Brittany Straus
NOV. 27
• Twin Centre 0 Walkerton 2

BANTAM LL
NOV. 23
• Twin Centre 2 Kitchener Three 
0
Goals: Sarah Miltenburg, Sarah 
Jantzi 
Assists: Laura Schultz, Becky 
Cornwall
NOV. 25
• Twin Centre 1 Plattsville 1
Goals: Sarah Van Allen
Assists: Sarah Jantzi, Sarah 
Miltenburg
NOV. 28
• Twin Centre 1 Kitchener Two 0
Goals: Emily Detzler
Assists: Kim Finn, Stacey Frey

MIDGET C
NOV. 26
• Twin Centre 4 Blenheim 4
Goals: Emma Greer (2), Kaytlin 
Uberig, Emma Brazier
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig, Rachel 

Van Allen, Holly Ogram, Rachel 
Ferrede, Emma Brazier, Kendra 
Schnurr
NOV. 28
• Twin Centre 4 Embro 0
Goals: Emma Greer, Meggy 
McTavish, Holly Ogram, Kendra 
Schnurr
Assists: Meggy McTavish 
(2), Kendra Schnurr (2), Emma 
Greer, Elyse Haid

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 5 Tara 4
Goals: Jasmin Fritz, Kassi 
Fritz, Meghan O’Hara, Andrea 
Mitchell, Michelle Conlon
Assists: Jasmin Fritz, Kassi 
Fritz, Andrea Mitchell, Kelly 
Barnes
NOV. 28
• Woolwich 11 Elora/Fergus 3
Goals: Andrea Mitchell (4), 
Michelle Poole (2), Michelle 
Conlon (2), Shelley Shantz, 
Lindsey Hellerman, Kassi Fritz
Assists: Michelle Conlon (4), 
Meghan O’Hara (4), Michelle 
Poole, Lindsey Hellerman, Kassi 
Fritz

JUNIOR
NOV. 23
• Woolwich 8 Guelph 2
Goals: Barb Huegle (3), 
Caroline Strenzke (3), Melanie 
Horst, Tabatha Horst
Assists: Jenna Petker (4), 
Steph Thomas (3), Michelle 
Conlon (2), Christina Wilkinson, 
Melanie Horst, Amanda Poole

BELLE
NOV. 26
• Woolwich 4 Tara 0
Goals: Shelley Horst (2), 
Megan Lee (2)
Assists: Paige Steward (2), 
Jillian Pashar, Jessica Conlon, 
April Hammell
Alicia Brubacher recorded 
the shutout

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks came back 
from Friday’s loss 

to shutout the Ayr Cen-
tennials 9-0 Sunday (Nov. 
29). 

“We had 13 days off and 
came out flat and couldn’t 
regain composure enough 
to come back and I think 
that frustrated the guys,” 
coach Chip Seiling said 
of Friday night’s results. 
“They came Sunday 
ready to play.”

Center Blake Martin 
pocketed the first and 
only goal in the first pe-
riod at 14:46 after a pass 
from defenceman Alex 
Ehrlich and center Scott 
Hustwitt.

“The biggest highlight 
was after the first pe-

Split weekend keeps 
Jacks at head of the pack

Looking rusty against Dukes after 13-day layoff, Wellesley bounces back to trounce Ayr
riod,” said Seiling. “We 
were talking in the room 
about game plan and 
what had made us suc-
cessful early in the sea-
son and everyone bought 
into that and carried it 
into the second period.”

Hustwitt passed the sec-
ond goal of the night to 
Martin, who buried the 
puck at 15:42. 

Defenceman Chris Reid 
made it 3-0, with assists 
going to Mitchell Good 
and Richard Shantz.

Right-winger Pat Doyle 
(Martin, Hustwitt) put 
Wellesley up 4-0 before 
the first intermission.

“All 20 players came 
dressed to play that 
night,” said Seiling. “No 
one player got more ice 
time than another – they 
all came ready to play.”

After a scoreless second 

period, the Jacks went 
back on the attack in the 
third. Taking a feed from 
Doyle and Martin, Darryl 
Randall upped the ante to 
5-0 at 16:56

Hustwitt took control of 
the puck again seven sec-
onds later, putting it back 
in the net.

Halfway through third 
period, James Detzler 
(Chris Givlin) made good 
on a chance, putting 
Wellesley ahead 7-0. The 
bloodletting continued at 
6:53 on a goal from Dan 
Berwick, who got help 
from Scott Hanley and 
Scott Litt.

Ayr felt the last sting 
a minute later when 
Matt Miller converted 
on an assist from Shawn 
Hannemann.

The win helped solidify 
Wellesley’s first-place 

standing in the Junior 
Development League. But 
there’s still room for im-
provement, Seiling noted. 
That said, the 9-0 win, 
with Chris Rushwurm in 
the net, was a marked im-

provement from Friday 
night’s 4-3 loss to the St. 
George Dukes. 

Dukes  Tim Guenther 
and Mike Stolar each 
notched power-play mark-
ers on the Jacks in the 
first period, but Wellesley 
was unable to respond. St. 
George’s Adam Roszell 
and Dan Andrade mir-
rored first period play, 
as each scored on power 
plays in the second rais-
ing the score to 4-0.

Down by four, Wellesley 
finally came alive later in 
the middle frame. Berger 
pocketed the Jacks’ first 
goal at 8:31, with help from 
Doyle. Hannemann scored 
again 30 seconds later, 
closing the gap to 4-2.

“Our goaltender Chris 
Russwurm played real 
well after the first pe-
riod,” said Seiling. “He 

had a rough start in the 
first, I thought. Then in 
the second and third he 
closed the door on them. 
He did his job.”

The Jacks clawed one 
more back at 9:29, courte-
sy of Miller, but it wasn’t 
enough – time ran out on 
the comeback, and St. 
George posted a 4-3 vic-
tory.

Penalties proved to be 
the Jacks’ undoing, as 
all four St. George tal-
lies came with the man 
advantage. His charges, 
said Seiling, were “lazy 
and tired and not fo-
cused.”

The Jacks play again 
tonight (Dec. 3), when 
they’ll be without the 
services of Gerber, who 
is serving a two-game 
suspension following the 
Nov. 25 match.

SHUTOUT Chris Russwurm 
recorded a shutout in Jacks’ 9-0 
win last Sunday.
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THE ARTS
The year is 1183 and an aging King Henry II has called his not-so-loving 

family together for a Christmas Court. The intrigue that follows is now 
playing out on stage at the Church Theatre in St. Jacobs. The K-W Little 
Theatre’s The Lion in Winter runs until Dec. 10. Call 886-0660, 578-1570.

Early ‘80s hit-ster Christopher Cross – all together now ... Sailing ... – takes 
a stroll down memory lane at Kitchener’s Centre in the Square Monday night. 
His performance will feature his classic hits and tunes indicative of his as-
sorted influences. Call 578-1570.

The Elora Centre for the Arts hosts two “Playwrighting Essentials” 
workshops Dec. 10, led by David S. Craig, artistic director of Toronto’s 
Roseneath Theatre. The morning session is for teens, while adults are the 
focus in the afternoon. Call 846-9698.

MURDER ON THE MENU Listowel’s Theatre Three-Eleven is now staging the classic dark comedy, Arsenic and Old Lace. The 
show runs until Dec. 17. 
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Lion on the prowl this winter Cross set to sail into Centre in the Square Learning to put the write in playwright

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. DECEMBER 7,  10AM - 2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

Seedless Naval
Oranges
OR
Ruby Red
Grapefruit

20lb Box of

Ticket Centre Hours: Monday - Friday 10AM - 8PM  |  Saturday 10AM - 6PM

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Mortimer Brewster’s 
life is turned upside 
down when he dis-
covers a few family 

secrets, threatening his career 
as a theatre reviewer and his 
marriage to a preacher’s beau-
tiful daughter. Throw in one 
brother who is a fugitive and 
another who thinks he is Ted-
dy Roosevelt and you’ve got a 
recipe for the dark comedy that 
is Arsenic and Old Lace, run-
ning until Dec. 17 at Theatre 
Three-Eleven in Listowel.

After secretly getting mar-
ried, Mortimer discovers that 
his matronly aunts have a bad 
habit of poisoning lonely old 
gentlemen with their home-
made elderberry wine, then 
having his brother Teddy 
bury them in the cellar, which 
he believes to be the Panama 
Canal. 

The situation grows worse 
when older brother Jonathan 
returns home looking for a 
safe place to hide from the 
police and brings with him a 
plastic surgeon, Dr. Einstein, 
who botched an operation on 
Jonathan and left him looking 
like Boris Karloff, the master 
of movie monsters and mad-
men.

Written by Joseph Kesselring, 
Arsenic and Old Lace enjoyed 
a four-year run on Broadway 
(1941-44) before becoming a 

Murder with good intentions
The comedy is dark as Theatre Three-Eleven gets a chuckle out of Arsenic and Old Lace

hugely popular movie directed 
by Frank Capra – the 1944 film 
starred Cary Grant as Mor-
timer.

“It’s been a favourite of ours 

for years,” Stefanie Webster 
said of the film. She’s behind 
the scenes directing this out-
ing, while husband Justin is 
one of the 10-member cast tak-

ing part in the on-stage may-
hem.

The stage play touches on all 
the points familiar to fans of 
the movie. The levity that runs 

through the story keeps the 
otherwise macabre situations 
light – there’s no issue taking 
it in this close to Christmas. 
In fact, it might provide a wel-
come respite for those spend-
ing too much time at the mall.

“We’ve done these dark com-
edies before at this time – it 
seems to be popular,” she said, 
pointing to Norm Foster’s Sin-
ners, staged a couple of years 
ago in December. Tickets have 
already been moving at a brisk 
pace for this show.

While victims fall prey left 
and right, this is no whodunit 
– we know exactly who’s be-
hind the stockpile of bodies in 
the cellar. The cover-up is the 
thing. 

“You find out very soon who’s 
behind the murders. The fun 
part is riding along with Mor-
timer as he tries to deal with 
it.”

The action becomes frantic as 
Mortimer tries to protect his 
aunts and Teddy, shifting the 
blame for the bodies in the cel-
lar to Jonathan, all the while 
fearing he will fall victim to 
the insanity that “practically 
gallops” in his family.

Arsenic and Old Lace runs 
Thursdays-Saturdays (8 p.m.) 
from Dec. 1-17. All tickets are 
$15 and can be reserved by 
calling (519) 291-2033 or 1-877-
455-0552 or by visiting www.
theatre311.com. Theatre Three-
Eleven is located at 311 Main 
St. E. in Listowel.



CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

E N G A G E P I L A R A L L
S K I M M E R L D O P A L O U
P E L T N A H U A T L S M O N
A U S E S O T I O S E

H O R S E S H O E M A G N E T
A M E B A D E B N E S T
M A T I N E E I D O L F O R T E
I T T D O N O R S I R S

H Y P H E N U N B E N D
A R U N C A M P O A Y E
C D R O M M I N E S W E E P E R
T E E N G U T L A P S E
I N S T R U M E N T A L I T Y
V A P O U R I O W A S
I R E I N D E C E N T T R A P
S I C N E I G H E C S T A S Y
T I T S Y N G E D H O L E S

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise where more people read, in Woolwich Observer. PLUS, 
get the bonus of having your ad appear on our website, as well.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

WORSHIP      
SERVICE      

                     Sunday  
                     Worship

                 10:00 am
Sunday School

during Worship Service

Rooted in scripture,
Growing in Christ

Calvary United 
St. Jacobs

Welcome!

48 Hawkesville Road

Tel. 664-2311

Rev. Drew Maxwell
Doug Gielen: Staff Associate
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Cleaners Needed for Elmi-
ra area. Please forward 
resumes and inquiries to 
controlbackup@sympatico.
ca

Snow Shovellers Needed 
for the winter season. $10/
hr, $2.50 per hour year end 
bonus. 778-7669.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds.

Warehouse Manager Re-
quired. Must have DZ li-
cence, and lift truck opera-
tor’s certificate. Some heavy 
lifting involved. Please fax 
your resume to (519)669-
3035.

HELP WANTED

Legal Assistant required 
for busy law office. Expe-
rience in Lit igation, Es-
tates and Corporate Law 
preferred. Salary nego-
t iable. Forward resume 
to Rudavsky & Bell Law 
Off ice, 9 church St. W., 
Elmira, Ont. N3B 1M2. 
Fax (519)669-4349, email 
rudavsky@sentex.net

Help Wanted - Light Press 
Operation and Assembly. 
Bring resume to: 1541 Flo-
radale Rd. Elmira, On. Com-
petitive wages, benefits, 
modern air conditioned fa-
cility.

HELP WANTED

Mixer/Pellet Mill Opera-
tor. Linwood Plant. Must 
be a team player, with good 
attention to detail. Hours 
of work: Sunday to Thurs-
day 11:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
with some Saturday work 
required. Experience an 
asset. Fax applications to 
(519) 698-2719 or email 
bbrown@jfm.on.ca

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Cleaning La-
dies available. Elmira, St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements and 
surrounding areas. Refer-
ences available. 669-3231.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Daycare Available in Elmi-
ra. January 2, full and part-
time. Ages six months and 
older. Non-smoking, pet 
free environment. Call Carey 
584-5281.

You just proved Classified 
ads work. Call 669-5790 to 
place your ad today!

I am looking to care for your 
children in my home. I offer 
nutritious meals, creative 
play and a supportive envi-
ronment. Full time and part 
time available.  Call Christa 
at 669-9047.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Firewood - Split and sea-
soned. Will deliver. 698-
2781.

Frontload Washer Sale - 
outstanding reliability, per-
formance, Huge capacity, 
uses 1/2 water or sudssav-
ers!!! Freezers - some sec-
onds available. Walters Ap-
pliances. 669-2007.

Give the Gift of Music this 
Christmas! Guitar & Bass 
Lessons, Musical Instru-
ments & Accessories. Gift 
Certificates available. Call 
669-5885.

FOR SALE

Heintzman Upright Piano 
with bench $1000. Phone 
669-1487.

Kenmore Serger Sewing 
Machine - $125. White sew-
ing machine $25. Phone 
669-1487.
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CAR RENTALS
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FRESH CONTENT... 
UPDATED WEEKLY!
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

Visit us for all the week’s top 
stories, back issue archives 

and MORE!

PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

CRANE RENTALS
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  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

�����������������
�������������

�����������������

�������������������������������������������

������������������
������������������������

��������������������������������������

AUTOMOTIVE

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIRWOODWORKING

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519 669-0111
FAX: 519 669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• CUSTOM CHAIR 

FRAMES
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GLASS INSTALLATION

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

SAY “CHEESE”
• Provide us the issue date, page number
   and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to 
   place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery
   within about a week.

EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE 
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU.

PHOTO REPRINTS: ANY ISSUE, ANY PICTURE

FOR SALE

Uncle Arthur’s Bedtime 
and Bible stories - My Bible 
Friends. Christmas sale! 
Best prices. mint condition. 
Free delivery. Toll free 1-
866-434-4544.

Valmetal TMR Tumble 
Mixer with electronic scale, 
$1500.00 o.b.o. Small square 
bales, 2nd cut hay, excellent 
quality. 669-0725.

UNDER $50 ITEM

4 Winter tires on rims. 145 
70R13, $35 each. 699 -
4510.

Boys Shoes, $10. Nike, size 
7. 664-2023.

Car Bed that fits a regular 
mattress $30. 699-4510.

Christmas Tree. Beauti-
ful 61/2’ white pine, hinged 
branches. Unique pink 
snowball lights included. 
$50.00. 669-4998.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Computer Monitor - 17” 
IBM Trinitro CRT, black, 
excellent condition. $50. 
656-9082.

Electric Lawnmower - like 
new. $50. 669-1439.

Travel Iron, brand new. $20. 
669-3927.

WANTED

Adults with *Type 2 Diabe-
tes* needed for University 
of Guelph study. No blood 
sugar meds or insulin. $$$. 
(519)824-4120 x 58081, 
gobertc@uoguelph.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Chrysler Intrepid R/
T. 3.5L, auto, air and more. 
116,000 kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club SXT. 6 cyl., 
auto, air, 2w/d. 63,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 Chrysler Neon. 2.0L, 
4 cyl., auto & air. Only 37,000 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2001 PT Cruiser Limited 
#5106. Sunroof, leather, 
and much more. 1 previ-
ous owner, only 84,500 
kms. Own me for $296/
mth o.a.c. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

Find the ride of your life, 
every week in Observer 
Classifieds.

2002 Grand Caravan Sport. 
6 cyl., auto, quads, Rr air & 
heat. 56,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Grand Caravan Sport. 
6 cyl., auto, quads, Rr air & 
heat. 62,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Grand Caravan. 6 
cyl., auto, quads & more. 
72,400 kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 2 Bedroom apart-
ment. Close to downtown. 
Available Feb. 1, 2006. 
$685/mth plus utilities. All 
appliances included, non-
smokers preferred. Call 
669-2786 or 669-3500.

Elmira - Two bedroom suite 
in large older home. New 
kitchen and bathroom, hard-
wood floors, walkout to large 
deck. $715/mth plus hydro. 
504-7409.

For Rent - 2 bedroom, 2 
storey, completely reno-
vated house. Very close to 
downtown. Available Jan. 1. 
$750/mth. 669-4038, Kath-
line or Vic.

Professionally Managed. 
Renovated, quality units. 
One, 2 and 3 bedrooms. 
ELMIRA Estates, Oriole 
Parkway, Flamingo, Sny-
der N. Rental inquiries call 
669-8904.
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AUCTION AUCTION RENTALS

Elmira - 1 Bedroom down-
town above store. $450.00 
+ hydro. Jan 1. 669-5431, 
eves 669-8074.

St. Jacobs - One bedroom, 
partly furnished, 1 mature 
non-smoker, parking, pri-
vate entrance, upstairs of 
home. References required, 
no pets. $485/month. 664-
2114.

REAL ESTATE

Retail Space for lease 
downtown St. Jacobs, on 
King St. Call 664-2212.

COMING EVENTS

Unique Handmade Christ-
mas Gifts: pottery, stained 
glass, organic soap & body 
care, jewellery and so much 
more created by local ar-
tisans. Open house sale 
December 3 & 4 (Saturday 
& Sunday), 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
at 10 Riverside Drive West 
Elmira. Call (519)669-3408 
for more info.

REPRINTS

Any picture, any issue 
- high quality reprints deliv-
ered right to your door. Call 
669-5790 to order today!
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ACROSS 
1. A domed building 
housing Buddhist relics
6. An Asian skiff  pro-
pelled by two oars
12. Master’s degree in 
Business
15. Bullseye
16. Jean ______ Van 
Damme
17. Entirely (syn)
18. Country most synon-
ymous with Pizza
19. An unwanted dis-
charge of  fluid from a 
container
20. Used to indicate 
maiden name
21. A starch made by 
leaching the root of  the 
cassava plant
23. “Me” en francais
24. Pens for swine
26. Half  the width of  an 
em dash
27. Archaic of  thee
29. A former french coin
31. Acquire
32. Associated
35. Thorny Eurasian 
bushes with plumlike 
fruits
38. Small European 
freshwater fish with a 
slender bluish-green 
body
40. A chemical analysis 
used to determine te age 
of  organic materials
44. The opposite of  leav-
ing
46. Regret
47. Sum
48. National Institutes 
of  Health (accro.)
49. Of  or derived from 
anise (a type of  acid)
52. Famed Mexican sing-
er, assassinated by a fan

54. 2nd largest Brazil-
ian city
55. Render unable to 
speak
57. A subdivision of  a 
play, opera or ballet
59. A principle that cus-
tomarily governs be-
haviour
60. Large cowboy hat
64. Free microscopic 
particles of  solid ma-
terial
65. Hard red wheat 
grown as stock feed
66. All together
68. Warm-water fat-
ty fish, in a can or as a 
steak
70. Zero, nothing, ‘natta
72. Girl
73. Act of  hauling by 
means of  a hitch
76. Essentially a laser 
using microwaves in 
place of  light waves
77. Spit
79. A pillaging or de-
structive raid on a place
81. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
82. Drugged with an opi-
um narcotic
85. Early 1900s actress, 
starred alongside “Fat-
ty” Arbuckle, _____ Nor-
mand
86. Take in solid food
87. A colouring material 
that turns red in acid so-
lutions and blue in alka-
line solutions
88. Heart, liver and oth-
er edible viscera; usually 
chopped and formed in a 
loaf  and braised
89. Rapid eye movement 
backwards
90. A conceited, self-cen-

tered person
91. Town in Colorado ‘__
_ Park’, pop. 3,184
DOWN 
1. He makes hell his 
home
2. Carrying on commer-
cial activities (as between 
two groups)
3. Fruit hybrid between 
tangerine & grapefruit
4. Alt. name for spineless 
cactus ingested to pro-
duce visions
5. Expresses position
6. Soap causes this on 
your bathtub
7. Singers with the high-
est adult male voices
8. Gangsters
9. Afghan monetary unit
10. A rapid bustling com-
motion
11. Radio personality 
communicating the news
12. A mental disorder 
characterized by great ex-
citement
13. Censoring sound 
(used on TV)
14. Fermented beer-like 
beverages
15. Continuous passage 
of  existence in which 
events occur in a linear 
fashion
22. Swanky
25. Taken to ascertain ca-
pability of  a person or 
thing
28. 365 days
30. Inner bone of  human 
forearm
33. Robert E. and Bruce
34. To beat (as with a 
stick)
36. Probability expressed 
as a ratio
37. Overcome with 

amazement or horror
38. An inadequate 
amount
39. Red-headed cartoon 
without pupils
41. “To __, or not to __”
42. Inescapable
43. Sums of  5’s and 4’s
45. A set of  incoherent 
or pointless statements
50. Weather lacking emo-
tion
51. Pain
53. A simple board game 
in which players ad-
vance counters by throw-
ing dice
56. A narrow and deep 
mountain valley
57. Indefinite article ap-
pears before “a”
58. Astronaut’s drink
61. Simmons of  KISS
62. Japanese paper fold-
ing
63. Simple ski lift
67. Domesticated South 
American cud-chewing 
mammal
68. Flavour
69. One who seats you
71. Flower, thought in 
Greek mythology to in-
duce forgetfulness
74. Mouldings having a 
cross section in the form 
of  a letter S
75. A raised seam or 
edge, sewn in or on a 
knitted garment
76. Respectful address 
for an older woman
78. Greatest
80. Expansive
83. Source of  bacon
84. International Trade 
Organization (Accro)
88. 5th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED

���������������������������������������������

������������������������������
����������������

��������
������������������������

��������
�����������

��������
������������

��������������
��������������
�������������
���������������

���������

���������
����������

�����
���������������������

��������

PAINTING

CARPET CARE
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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HANDYMAN
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Reasonable
Rates
•

References
Available
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

Love discussing
current events over
a nice cup of coffee?

So do we...
The Observer wants your news tips and story leads.

Call or stop by and share your news tip with us and 
we’ll give you a FREE Observer Coffee Mug.

The Observer... ALWAYS good to the last word.

OBSERVER MUG OFFER
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                               If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
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November 24
12:46 AM An abandoned bicycle 

was recovered from Elmira’s Mead-
owlark Road, near Hummingbird 
Place. The red, multi-speed, men’s 
bicycle had been left unattended 
for the previous 48 hours. It’s be-
ing held at the Elmira police station 
pending owner identification.
7:42 AM Loose lumber from a 

trailer smashed through the front 
windshield of an oncoming vehicle 
on Benjamin Road, near Kressler 
Road. A Waterloo man was east-
bound when the wood came at him. 
The pickup truck driver, which had a 
trailer in tow, stopped to check on 
the driver of the car, who was unin-
jured. No charges were laid.
11:26 AM Vehicles driven by two 

Elmira men struck as they made 
their way through a Church Street 
parking lot. Damage was described 
as moderate. There were no injuries. 
No charges were laid.
4:00 PM Police charged a Wa-

terloo man with ‘fail to provide 
evidence of insurance’ following 
a single-vehicle collision on Arthur 
Street, south of Sawmill Road. The 
man reported he was forced off 
the road by an oncoming vehicle 
passing in the southbound lane. In 
order to avoid a head-on collision, 
the Waterloo man clipped several 
guardrail posts and entered a ditch. 
A description of the oncoming ve-
hicle was not obtained. Damage 
was moderate. The driver escaped 
unharmed.
4:50 PM A resident of Lobsinger 

Line, west of St. Clements, arrived 
home to find their stereo, Christmas 
gifts and cash missing. Sometime 
during the day, the garage was 
entered and a basement door was 

forced open to gain entry. There 
are no suspects; the investigation 
continues.
5:20 PM Live electrical wires 

were sparking in the roadway af-
ter a van struck a utility pole on 
Kressler Road, near Hessen Strasse. 
The driver lost control due to wintry 
weather and collided with the pole. 
Significant damage was caused to 
the van’s front-end. No injuries were 
reported. There were no charges.

November 25
10:09 AM Police responded to 

the Factory Outlet Mall in St. Jacobs 
after a wallet was reported stolen. 
The wallet – which belonged to a 
store employee – contained person-
al identification and credit cards. 
There are no suspects.
11:55 AM A green and black, 

youth’s mountain bike is being held 
at the Elmira police station pending 
owner identification. The bicycle 
was recovered from downtown 
Elmira, after it was left unattended 
for 48 hours.
1:18 PM A two-vehicle collision 

attracted police to the intersection 
of Sawmill Road and Parkside Drive 
in St. Jacobs. A village-man was at-
tempting to turn left onto Parkside 
Drive when he entered the path of 
an eastbound vehicle. Damage was 
described as moderate. No injuries 
were reported. A St. Jacob’s man 
was charged with ‘left turn, fail to 
avoid collision.’
5:37 PM Vehicle thieves struck at 

the Ontario Livestock Exchange in 
St. Jacobs. An Elmira man returned 
to the parking lot to find his black 
2005 Dodge pickup truck miss-
ing. At press time, the truck – with 
marker 856 8JC – had yet to be re-
covered.

7:22 PM A similar call took po-
lice to a Church Street residence in 
Elmira, where a 1992 Ford Tempo 
was stolen. That vehicle – with 
marker AXDN 175 – also remained 
outstanding at press time.
9:45 PM An abandoned bicycle 

was picked up in the Elmira core 
and delivered to the Elmira police 
station. The yellow, multi-speed, 
youth’s bicycle is being held pend-
ing owner identification.

November 26
8:23 AM Icy roads played a part 

in a single-vehicle collision on 
Northfield Drive, near New Jeru-
salem Road. A Kenilworth woman 
was southbound when she lost con-
trol of her vehicle, clipped several 
guardrail posts and entered a ditch. 
The driver escaped unscathed; her 
vehicle suffered considerable dam-
age. No charges were laid.
8:50 AM Thieves made off with 

two stereo speakers after a vehicle 
was broken into on Queensway 
Drive in St. Jacobs. Sometime over-
night the rear window was smashed 
and the speakers were removed. 
There are no suspects.

November 27
9:06 AM Ongoing vandalism was 

reported at a Danube Street resi-
dence in St. Clements. Eggs were 
thrown at the residence sometime 
overnight. Police were provided 
with suspects and will be follow-
ing up.
3:43 PM A hit-and-run collision 

was reported at the Elmira IGA 
parking lot. A Kitchener resident 
returned to the lot to find minor 
front-end damage to their vehicle. 
There are no suspects.

November 28
3:11 AM Security at the St. Ja-

cobs Factory Outlet Mall called 
police after discovering damage to 
a rear shipping door. The damage 
appeared to be the result of an at-
tempted break-in using a vehicle. 
However the door was secured from 
the inside and entry wasn’t gained. 
Damage to the door was estimated 
at $1,500. There are no suspects.
12:15 PM A delivery truck was 

reportedly forced into a ditch on 
Tilman Road, near Witick Road. 
According to the driver, a Maryhill 
man, an oncoming vehicle crossed 
the centre line, causing him to take 
evasive action. The truck contained 
several acetylene, nitrogen and ox-
ygen cylinders, none of which rup-
tured when the truck rolled into a 
ditch. A group of local Mennonites 
helped moved the cylinders into a 
new delivery vehicle when it ar-
rived. The driver escaped unharmed. 
Damage to the truck was minor. No 
charges were laid.
2:22 PM Police seized a small 

quantity of marijuana from an 
Elmira District Secondary School 
student. School officials took dis-
ciplinary action and the student 
was entered to a tracking system, 
as outlined in the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act. The drug was taken for 
destruction.
2:30 PM A construction worker 

on Elmira’s Brookmead Street 
backed into a parked vehicle, 
near Barnswallow Road. Moder-
ate damage was inflicted by the 
backhoe. There were no injuries. 
No charges were laid.
5:10 PM A Conestogo man faces 

two charges following a two-ve-
hicle collision on Sawmill Road, 
near Glasgow Street. The man 
was westbound when his vehicle 

crossed the centre line and side-
swiped an oncoming vehicle. Dam-
age was reported as moderate. 
Neither driver was harmed. The 
Conestogo man faces one count 
of ‘fail to share half the roadway’ 
and one count of ‘no current vali-
dated plate.’

November 29
11:34 AM Suspicious activity on 

Snyder Avenue caught the atten-
tion of a patrolling officer. Upon 
investigation, a small quantity 
of marijuana and paraphernalia 

were confiscated from five EDSS 
students. The students were taken 
for school discipline and entered 
into a tracking system, as outlined 
in the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
4:05 PM An Elmira boy will 

have to attend court, after police 
issued an appearance notice for 
committing an ‘indecent act.’ Four 
students of John Mahood PS in 
Elmira were walking home when 
the boy reportedly exposed him-
self through the front window of 
his residence.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The third annual 
Christmas Tyme 
Parade will make 

its way through Welles-
ley Village, tipping off  
a night of  festive events 
Dec. 9.

More than 35 floats, 
tractors and fire trucks 
are signed up to make the 
trek from Wellesley Pub-
lic School down Queen’s 
Bush Road to Nafziger 
Road to Maple Leaf  Street 
at 6:30 p.m.

Hot apple cider, hot 
chocolate and cookies 
will be available along 
the parade route and for 

Making Christmas tracks in Wellesley
A bevy of holiday activities coming to the village next week

those less fortunate the 
Wellesley Mennonite 

youth group will be col-
lecting non-perishable 

food items for the food 
bank.

The biggest event will be 
the Wellesley Lions Tree 
of  Light ceremony – the 
tree will be illuminated 
after the parade with the 
light bulbs paid for by 
community donations. 

The tree can be sup-
ported by buying a $5 tag 
at local business such as 
the post office and Pym’s 
Village Market.

Pym’s manager Katie 
Devries said the light-bulb 
tags are sold in the store 
because she thinks it’s 
important to support the 
community.

The donations go to-
ward heating oil, winter 

boots, coats, food, shel-
ter and transportation to 
dental, medical appoint-
ments or programs. Meals 
on Wheels in Wellesley 
Township and Commu-
nity Action Program for 
Children (CAPC) will also 
receive a portion.

“That’s for anybody who 
needs it: seniors, young 
people …,” said Devries.

The tree-lighting ceremo-
ny will include  Wellesley 
Idol winner Sarah Gropp,  
who will conduct a carol 
sing, and Wellesley Fair 
ambassador Samantha 
Fitzpatrick.

After the parade the 
live nativity scene will 
perform near the Welles-

ley Mennonite Church. 
This year’s cast features 
a camel. Church member 
Marie Gerber said the 
idea came from Bethany 
Angelical Church in 
Kitchener, which has had 
a live camel at their nativ-
ity scene for years.

The camel will be in a 
pen with the church’s 
regular cast of  a cow, a 
donkey and a sheep. The 
nativity scene will be 
played out again after the 
Tree of  Lights ceremony.

Santa Claus will also 
be clearing his schedule 
for the afternoon to meet 
with preschool children 
outside the Pfeifer Gal-
lery in the afternoon. 

DESIREE FINHERT

LIGHT TYME Katie Devries, store manager of Pym’s Village Market, 
(front) and clerk Cecilia Hisey hold the sign for the Tree of Light, one 
week before the ceremony and the Wellesley Christmas Tyme Parade.  

THE ART OF AWARENESS

DESIREE FINHERT

A MESSAGE EDSS students Marcus Clemmer (left) and Brandon 
Wiens attended the AIDS Quilt display at the school Dec. 1. Twelve 
multicoloured quilts were hung up and laid out in the gym to 
promote AIDS awareness among students.    
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Dancing the evening away Santa’s tour visits Elmira today Quilted creations invade St. Jacobs Mill
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FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture

• Homeopathy • Lifestyle Counselling
• Fat/Muscle Mass Testing

FROM LEFT: RAZA SHAH, MINDA
AHUJA, TRICIA BRUBACHER
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A substantial increase 
in volunteers al-
lowed the Kiwanis 
Food Drive to knock 

on doors in four communi-
ties in Woolwich Township 
last Saturday (Nov. 26).

Some 85 volunteers – up 
from 60 last year – canvassed 
door-to-door in Elmira, Con-
estogo, St. Jacobs and West 
Montrose collecting non-per-
ishable food donations for 
the Woolwich Community 
Services (WCS) Christmas 
Goodwill program. 

The drive also saw a marked 
increase in donations.

Some 6,000 lbs of food was 
collected, 1,000 lbs more than 
last year. The club also took 
in $268 in cash donations.

Jim Stewart, Kiwanis mem-
ber and food drive chair, at-

Students have 
life-changing 
Guatemalan 
experience
Conestogo’s Joel Sutton returns 

from the country of his birth

DESIREE FINHER
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A trip to the country of 
his birth was an emo-
tional experience for 
a Conestogo resident 

who visited Guatemala with 
Koinonia Christian Academy.

Joel Sutton returned to Cana-
da Nov. 27, along with some 35 
other students and teachers. 

For the Grade 10 student, the 
experience meant more than 
helping a poor community and 
interacting with the children. 
It was also a chance to see what 
his life could have been like if 
Gail and Brian Sutton had not 
adopted him 15 years ago. 

The students interacted with 
the village children in one of 
the projects called vacation bi-
ble school (VBS). This was an 
opportunity for them to learn, 
play games and do crafts.

“When the kids came for the 
VBS I was thinking … I could 
have been one of the kids that 
were doing the crafts, that was 
doing the games instead of di-
recting it,” said Joel. “It made 
me sad to see all the poverty. 
But at the same time the kids 
had huge smiles on their fac-
es.”

Jeff Collard, a teacher and 
chaperon on the trip, said work-
ing with the children in the bi-
ble school program showed the 
difference between our society 
and theirs. 

“In our society, life is about 
fun and in their society life is 
about work. They don’t have 
the opportunity to be kids.

“We just had the best time of 
our lives having fun with those 
kids, playing with them, doing 

Volunteers take the 
food drive door-to-door

Effort helps fill hampers as WCS prepares for Christmas demand

▼ See STOCKING page 32

tributed the increases to the 
good will of volunteers and do-
nors in Woolwich.

“This is a big community ini-
tiative – we canvassed door-to-
door. I haven’t counted them 
all up, but it’s well over 3,000 
households. There are quite a 
few new homes going in. You 
really need that large number 
of volunteers to really do it in 
that period of time,” he said of 
the one-day blitz.

Among the volunteers were 
Ingrid and Murray Bauman, 
their son Martin and his friend 
Daniel Rieder.

The members of Hawkesville 
Mennonite Church signed up 
for the day of canvassing to get 
their youth group involved in a 
community fundraising initia-
tive. 

Twelve-year-old Rieder said 
the opportunity to help people 
made up for being out collect-
ing food in the cold weather.

Rieder and his group 
worked east of Arthur Street 
in Elmira, trudging through 
the heavy snow on walkways 
and sidewalks. Bundled up in 
hats, scarves and boots, they 
carryied shopping bags of ce-
real and chocolate pudding.    

The group agreed they re-
ceived a good response from 
people at the door.

“Sometimes there’s a group 
of houses in a row that are all 
good,” said Martin Bauman. 
“Elmira is pretty giving.” 

Knocking on doors, Ingrid 
Bauman found a largely re-
ceptive audience.

“If people are home, usually 
they give,” she said. “One 
household had a bag with I 
don’t know how many eye-
glasses in it.”

Eyeglasses were collected 
on behalf of the Woolwich 
Community Lions, which 

lots of stuff.”
A second project was building 

a brick church to provide the 
people in Camotan and Joco-
tan with a place for religious 
and community services.

“The people up in the moun-
tains are probably the poor-
est,” said Collard. “They have 
very little. The buildings that 
they have, the homes that they 
have, are basically mud huts, 
one-room mud huts.”

Teachers and students were 
assigned a local Guatemalan 
child for the day, whom they 
took the market in Chiquimu-
la.

“My child was from one of 
the mountain villages,” said 
Collard. “When he got there 
at like nine in the morning he 
was shivering because he had 
walked for, I don’t know, three 
of four hours – left a about four 
in the morning and he was just 
so cold because up in the moun-

▼ See GUATEMALAN page 31

FOOD FRENZY Eileen Taylor and Ron Wagner hold up cans of food and eyeglass cases collected during the Kiwanis food 
drive Nov. 26.

HELPING HANDS Joel Sutton lifts a 
bundle of rebar rods for a construction 
project during a trip to Gautemala.

Tomorrow afternoon, you can dance your cares away as the art of dance 
takes centre stage at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse on Benjamin 
Road. Celebration of Dance starts at 4 p.m. For more information call 
747-7788.

The pre-Christmas celebrations arrive in Elmira this morning (Dec. 3), 
as the Elmira Jaycees host the annual Santa Claus Parade. Onlookers can 
watch the floats go by on Arthur and First streets; it all gets underway at 
10 a.m.

Interested visitors to St. Jacobs can check out the quilt creations of Mari-
lyn Crawford and Mary Young. Works by the two are on display at the 
Old Mill, third floor, on King Street until Dec. 31. For information call 
1-888-804-7909.

DESIREE FINHERT
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Farmers must play national unity card, too
Expect more vigilance as farm sector presses candidates for show of support
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The request to the 
Governor General 
to dissolve the gov-

ernment had hardly left 
Prime Minister Paul 
Martin’s lips Tuesday 
when Canada’s farm sec-
tor started pounding the 
table for attention from 
federal candidates. Farm-
ers across the country 
have been organizing for 
months, formally or in-
formally petitioning their 
provincial governments 
for support in the face of 
chronic low prices.  

Now, they have federal 
candidates to pursue, 
and they’re not going to 
miss the opportunity to 
make sure farming is on 
the agenda.

The federal Liberals 
tried riding into this elec-
tion with farmers on their 
side, but it just wasn’t 
to be. They’ve stood by 

the sector through lean 
times, repeatedly coming 
up with farm aid packag-
es, disaster relief and bail 
outs in the billions. Less 
than a week before the 
government fell, the Lib-
erals announced another 
package, a $755-million 
aid program to get farm-
ers over the hump again.

You’d think that would 
have been met with some 
enthusiasm. But in On-
tario, for example, farm-
ers were nonplussed and 
the province reacted 
angrily. Minister of Ag-
riculture, Food and Ru-
ral Affairs Leona Dom-
browsky quickly issued 
a statement saying the 
federal support didn’t ad-
dress the need to estab-
lish the kind of stability 
in the agriculture sector 
that a multi-year strategy 
would address. As well, 

she said, the farm aid 
didn’t deal with the need 
for greater investment in 
research, innovation and 
marketing, which are 
OMAFRA priorities.

That’s not surprising. 
The feds weren’t trying 
for a long-term fix. Po-
litically, they needed to 

show they care about ag-
riculture, and this was 
one way to do it.

But now, federal hope-
fuls of all stripes will 
have to deal with unhap-
py farmers. It’s said the 
foundation of the overall 
election campaign will 
be national unity. In ag-

riculture, that’s some-
thing that’s never exist-
ed. There’s hardly even 
been provincial unity, 
although that’s changing 
visibly lately, especially 
in Ontario with the com-
ing together of grains and 
oilseeds farmers.

The Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture is taking 
steps to make farm pres-
ervation an election issue. 
It says it’s going to target 
as many rural candidates 
as possible, and make sure 

they know how much the 
agri-food sector contrib-
utes to Canada’s pros-
perity. These candidates 
should understand that 
backing agriculture is a 
winner: farmers continue 
to rank in the top echelon 
of respected professions 
in Canada, right up there 
with doctors, nurses and 
firefighters. These are 
people who help others. 
When the chips are down, 
why not help them?

In Ontario, the grain and 
oilseed farmers, head-
quartered out of the new 
Ontario AgriCentre in 
Guelph, say their sector 
is in serious financial dif-
ficulty, caused by factors 
beyond individual farm-
ers’ ability to control it.

They’re appealing to fed-
eral candidates to under-
stand the difference be-
tween a significantly sub-
sidized U.S. farm sector, 
and ours, which puts us 
way behind the eight ball. 
They say that in 2003-2005, 
while U.S. agriculture en-
joyed its best three years 
in a decade, Canada’s re-
alized farm net income 
was the worst in recorded 
history. From 1993-2003, 
Canadian farm debt dou-
bled to $47.7 billion, while 
average realized net farm 
income has fallen five per 
cent every year.

The farmers feel they 
have the numbers to prove 
their plight. They want 
candidates to support a 
proposal that would see 
funds to offset woes caused 
by foreign subsidies and 
tariffs be distributed di-
rectly to provinces.

Besides offering solid 
economic data, I think 
farmers need to be part 
of the national unity ap-
peal. A strong and emo-
tional case can be made 
about the importance of 
a healthy, vibrant farm 
economy to the country’s 
fabric. There’s no more 
opportune time to make 
that case than during 
an election – especially 
during this one, with so 
much emphasis on unity.

We’ve heard farmers 
feed cities. That’s true. 
And in the bigger picture, 
farmers feed Canada. 
How can federal candi-
dates ignore that?

STARTING 
AT 10:00AM
SATURDAY

DEC. 3

COME JOIN THE FUN AT THE ELMIRA
SANTA CLAUS PARADE
DON’T MISS ALL 
THE EXCITEMENT!

DON’T FORGET
This year the parade

follows a new route, Arthur 
St. to First St. (ending at

the Elmira Legion).

CHECKING OUT THE TECH

Are you DIVORCED? - Whether it’s been 6 
months or 6 years, you might feel the need 
for support and encouragement? If so, a 
13 week “Divorce Care” study and support 
group will start in January 2006. For more 
information, call Paul Fletcher at 669-4569.
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AN EARLY LOOK Grade 8 students from Park Manor Senior School – including (from left) Melanie 
Burt, Michelle Conlon and Meghan O’Hara – got a firsthand look at the technology options available 
in high school Thursday (Dec. 1). Elmira District Secondary School played host for the “Technology 
Education Experience,” a series of interactive workshops designed to promote awareness of skilled 
trades. The following day students from Linwood, Floradale and Conestogo public schools took part in 
the program – 300 participants signed up overall. The event is organized by EDSS staff and the Ontario 
Youth Apprenticeship Program. RICHARD VIVIAN
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Work with a leader who knows

When you choose Farm Credit Canada as your financial
partner, you have access to our national network of
contacts and information. In fact, we’re the largest 
dairy lender in Canada. Show us where you want to go.
We’ll show you how to get there.

Call Dale Snider and Trish Botter at 1-800-387-3232.
For extended hours, call 1-888-332-3301.

www.fcc-fac.ca
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Successful producers work with 
people who know their business

�������������������������
��������������

���������������������
����������������������������

�������������������������
����������������������������������������������

����������
��������������

���������������������������

���� ��
����

���������

������������

��������
����������������

��������������������������������
�������������������������������
�����������������������������������

�������������������������������
����������������������������������
����������������������������������

�����������������������
�������������������������

������������������������

�������������
����

���������

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Putting their skills 
to work this week, 
students at the Wool-

wich Cardinals Gymnas-
tics Club showed their 
fundraising spirit – both 
to help with club expenses 
and local families in need. 
The event, dubbed a gyma-
thon, saw participants col-
lect pledges and perform 
100 skills activities.

“To the best of my 
knowledge there has nev-
er been a gymathon be-
fore. It’s just something 
different for the kids to 
do and we can give back 
to the community,” com-
mented coach Charlotte 
Foell. “With Christmas 
season coming up we 
thought this would be a 
good fundraiser for in-
house but also to help 
the food bank. There’s a 
lot of needy families out 
there.”

The gymathon ran eve-
nings Monday to Thurs-
day at Elmira District 
Secondary School, dur-
ing the club’s regular 
classes. As an example, 
the skills include sev-
eral activities, such as 

Gymnastics skills 
help needy families

Fundraiser benefits gymnastics club and WCS food bank

25 handstands on the 
floor, 25 leaps on beam, 
25 jumps on mini-tram-
poline and 25 handspring 
vaults, Foell explained, 
adding “it depends on the 
ability of the kid.”

About 75 participants, 

between the ages of six 
and 14, took part. Each 
had gone out and collect-
ed pledges.

Because pledges were 
still coming in at press 
time, fundraising figures 
weren’t known.

RICHARD VIVIAN

tains it’s pretty cold. It 
just sort of opened my 
eyes.”

The Guatemalan chil-
dren were treated to 
chicken and fries at a 
fast-food establishment 
before they were bought 
all new clothes – from 
shoes and socks to hats 
and jackets totaling $30 
in Canadian funds.

“Some of the kids 
wouldn’t eat their chick-
en,” said Collard. “They 
folded it up in napkins 
and were going to take 
it home to their fam-
ily, which really kind of 
threw us off a bit, because 
we wouldn’t do that kind 
of thing.”

Elias was Joel’s seven-
year-old brother for the 
day, but after the outing 
Joel took the 45-minute 
car ride into the moun-
tains to see where Elias 
lives.

“The family that we’re 
sponsoring lived in a 
little mud hut,” said Joel. 
“All there really was in-
side was a stone stove 
and a bench and two 
lawn chairs. It looked 
like they just slept on the 
mud floor. But they were 
so joyful.”

The Sutton’s have ar-
ranged to sponsor Elias 
with $30 a month to pro-
vide him with food and 

Guatemalan trip a real 
eye-opener for students

medical care.
“It was just amazing to 

see how much poverty 
there was in the land and 
still it was just full of joy 
and it was incredible.”

Collard said there were 
a few children who went 
to visit their “adopted” 
child’s home, but that ex-
perience touched Joel the 
most.

“When he got back he 
was very sober,” said 
Collard. “He was very 
quiet. He had tears in his 
eyes and just said ‘I can’t 
believe people live like 
that.’”

Joel left Guatemala, but 
brought numerous gifts 
back for himself, his fam-

ily and the sponsors who 
donated the $1,600 which 
each student had to raise 
for the trip. Among the 
gifts was coffee for his 
grandparents, an ornate 
dagger for himself and a 
poncho for his father.

“I’m usually cold and 
so is my dad around the 
house. We usually try to 
find a blanket and just 
wrap it around us. So I 
brought that back for me 
and my dad.”

He also brought back 
the beginnings of a Span-
ish tongue. 

“We learned a lot of the 
language up there and 
I think I would like to 
learn more.”

Continued from page 29

GROUP EFFORT Joel Sutton (top) stands with a group of Guatemalan 
children and other people involved in the vacation bible school.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Along with others in the Woolwich 
Cardinals Gymnastics Club, Rebecca Bauman, 10, took part in a 
Gymathon to raise money for the club and local food bank efforts. 
Coach Jacqueline Speers helps her perform a hip pull-over.
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Showcase your 
new arrival
in a special 
delivery on 

January 7, 2006

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 8 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

This special feature is 
open to all proud parents, 

grand- parents, or friends of 
little ones born in 2005.

of the

$3000
+ GST

email: 
babies@woolwichobserver.com

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

(Sample)

will donate them to hur-
ricane victims in the 
United States.

Elmira resident Ruth 
Chipman was one of the 
donating participants in 
the drive.

She knew the drive was 
Saturday, but hadn’t pre-
pared a bag of non-perish-
ables by the time Ingrid 
Bauman was at her door.

Still she rounded up 
soup, cake mix, drinking 
boxes, hamburger helper 
and other items.

“We’ve received when 

we’ve needed from people 
and I want to help,” said 
Chipman, standing in her 
doorway. “There are lots 
of people that are going 
through diffi cult time and 
it’s nice to help people.” 

The food was depos-
ited and sorted at Elmira 
Sports before being divid-
ed into food hampers for 
distribution Dec. 11-15.

The Kiwanis Club will 
also make a cash dona-
tion, which will be used 
to buy items for the ham-
pers.

“Most items we wouldn’t 

normally see in the col-
lection: Kleenex, toilet 
paper, all sorts of things,” 
said Stewart. “We usually 
also provide potatoes.”   

Although the food drive 
made an exceptional haul 
this year, Stewart expects 
the amount to increase 
at the annual West Mon-
trose Covered Bridge Car-
ol Sing.

There is no admission 
fee for the event, but cash 
or food donations are ac-
cepted. The carol sing 
gets underway at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 6. 

Continued from page 29

Stocking the cupboards
DESIREE FINHERT

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When the new own-
ers of the Elmira 
IGA bought the 

store in October they had 
no idea they had inherit-
ed a longstanding Christ-
mas tradition: Operation 
Christmas Child.

Doug and Mary Lou 
Pagett took over the fran-
chise one week into the 
campaign. The basement 
already had one tub par-
tially fi lled with decorat-
ed shoeboxes. By the end 
of the seasonal push, the 
store had accumulated 
15 shopping carts fi lled 
with the donated gifts 
bound for impoverished 
children in Brazil. 

“They’ve just been fl ock-
ing in here,” said Doug Pag-
ett. “It’s been overwhelm-
ing, because it was new 
to me. I think it’s a great 
program, but I had no idea 
how big it would be.”

Since the 1970s, the 
Christian organization 
Samaritan’s Purse has 
been encouraging the 
public to fi ll shoeboxes 
with clothes, toys, school 
tools and hygiene prod-
ucts for children living in 
impoverished countries.

Elmira has been in-
volved for eight years, 
using the IGA’s base-

Welcome to town … 
and a holiday tradition

New owners of Elmira IGA learn the extent 
of Operation Christmas Child donations

ment for many of those 
years. The spot acts as 
an area depot before the 
boxes are shipped to the 
regional warehouse in 
Cambridge.

“We’re fortunate here to 
have a great big basement 
where we can put them all 
down, and the big thing 
now is we got to get them 
out of here because we’re 
going to need our shop-
ping carts back.”

The campaign ended 
Nov. 19 with people drop-
ping off individual boxes 
and clubs, school and 
church depositing large 
numbers.

It took about half-an-
hour for fi ve store clerks, 
Pagett and local coor-
dinator Tino Tomadini 
to unload the shoeboxes 
from the shopping carts 
onto crates before fi lling 
a transport truck. 

Heather McPeak, front-
end manager at the IGA, 
is used to lending the gro-
cery store’s basement to 
the operation every year. 

“I think this year was ex-
ceptional,” said McPeak, 
a 17-year employee. “Prob-
ably better than last year, 
I would think, and prob-
ably the year before.”

This year, some 2,000 
boxes were collected from 
the Elmira area, up from 
about 1,600 last year.

“[These] kids have 
nothing, so if it’s going 
to bring them a little bit 
of joy to open these boxes 
and look at all these dif-
ferent things than it’s 
worth it. People are very 
generous,” said McPeak.

Tomadini said one of the 
reasons it’s diffi cult to es-
timate the total number 
of boxes for the Elmira 
area and for the region 
is because some are still 
fi ltering in.

“Our area, it’s hard to 
keep track of all that be-
cause a lot of our people 
that are going down they 
volunteer so they take 
down 10 boxes, they drop 
them off and then they 
don’t tell us,” said Toma-
dini. “They’re trying to 
do us a favour.”

Tomadini said this 
year’s collection is on tar-
get with previous years.

“It’s almost like the same 
people who grab the boxes 
and do the same thing ev-
ery year,” said Tomadini. 
“It’s our regulars and its 
kind of a thing people do 
in our area.”

Pagett was happy to get 
involved with the local 
tradition, fi lling his own 
shoebox with toiletries 
and toys.

“This is all new to us, 
but it’s a great program,” 
said Pagett.

CHILLY WORK Members of Hawkesville Mennonite Church,  Daniel Bauman (left) with his parents Ingrid 
and Murray Bauman and friend Daniel Rieder (front) are bundled up for a chilly day of door-to-door food 
collecting. 
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BIRTHDAYANNIVERSARYOPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 10, 2-4PM

at Patterson Residence
RR#2 6413 Line 86

West Montrose
All family & friends welcome

FAMILYALBUM

Make the 
Observer part 
of the family!

ENGAGEMENT

BRUBACHER - KOVACS
Clare and Barb Brubacher of West Montrose are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter, Amanda Brubacher to 
Stephen Kovacs, son of Stephen and Karen Kovacs of Brantford.
The wedding celebration will take place on December 31, 2005 
at The Wedding Belle Chapel in Kitchener.

OPERATION: 
SURPRISE PAT

REAL
ESTATE
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BIRTHDAY

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Moving the St. Cle-
ments Christmas 
variety show to a 

new location made all the 
difference to fundraising 
efforts last Sunday night.

The Paradise and Dis-
trict Lions Club had 
hosted its annual festive 
talent night at the St. Cle-
ments Community Cen-
tre until Wellesley Town-
ship implemented new 
rental rates at the centre, 
earlier this year.

“For me to have it there, 
I would have had to pay 
about $600 just to rent 
the hall,” said Joe Brick. 
“And we just couldn’t af-
ford it because the only 
price of admission is a do-
nation to the food bank. 
So it’s strictly a food bank 
thing.

“They used to give it to 
service groups free.”

This year, the show was 
held in the basement 
of the St. Clement Ro-
man Catholic Church on 
Lobsinger Line instead, 

Variety show runs smoothly at new location
St. Clement Catholic Church welcomes the Paradise and District Lions Club show

free of charge. 
Club member Denise 

Sutherland said the 
church’s facilities are 
much better because they 
have a built-in stage with 
stage wings, curtains 
and areas for dressing 
rooms.

“At the community cen-
tre, it was at the hall, we 
would just create a stage 
where as here it’s a real 
stage with curtains.”

The 22-act show went 
off without a hitch at the 
new location. The show 
brought in 200 lbs of non-
perishable food items for 
the food bank and $135 in 
cash donations.

About 40 children and 
adults performed festive 
skits and Christmas car-
ols for a small, but appre-
ciative audience.

“With this many kids 
out, it should be full,” said 

Brick backstage during 
the performance, adding 
he’d like to see more par-
ent participation and sup-
port. Still, the important 
part is having kids come 
out to enjoy themselves.

Brick thought a Satur-
day night might have 
been too busy a night to 
expect a good crowd – the 
club might consider hold-
ing it on another night 
next year.

“What we do is, after 
this is over, we’ll take a 
look and see what went 
wrong and what we can 
change,” he said.

Although the show is in-
tended to be a Christmas 
concert, not all of the 
acts are festive, making 
it more of a talent show.

The youngest per-

former, six-year-old 
Mary Allen McCormick, 
played “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb” on the vio-
lin. Michael Cameron 
performed a dance solo 
to hip-hop music, and 
blind keyboardist Terry 
Zettler played an origi-
nal piece of music. 

DESIREE FINHERT

Come raise a glass and give a cheer
As Pat has reached her senior year

So lets come together to wish her 
well and give her something swell

A trip to New Brunswick next year is 
the key for her grandson’s graduation 
is where she would like to be

So lets send her off the old fashioned 
way and put her on 1st class via the 
railway

PRAYER

ELMIRA LEGION (downstairs) • DECEMBER 2/05 @ 7PM

A Prayer to St. Jude, may 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved 
and preserved throughout 
the world, now and forever 
Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
pray for us, St Jude worker 
of miracles, pray for us. St. 
Jude helper of hope less 
pray for us.
Say this prayer 9 times a day, 
by the 8th day your prayer 
will be answered. It has nev-
er been known to fail.

Publication must be promised 
Thanks to St. Jude., M.L.

Love You Mom!
Donnie, Nathan, Michelle

Nick, Brooke, Johnny, Mandy
Gavin & Marissa

HAPPY 50TH GWEN
60 YEARS
YOUNG

December 8th, 1945

“JACK” Bauman
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

and Love From
Louise, Christine,

Lori & Jason

LOCKETT, William Philip
After a courageous battle with cancer, 
at the KW Health Centre, Kitchener, on 
Wednesday, November 30, 2005, at the 
age of 54.

Local relatives are daughter Bev Waters 
and her husband Tim of St. Jacobs and 
brother Alan Lockett and his wife sue of 
Drayton.

STEVANUS, Myron A.
Passed away with his family at his side, 
on Tuesday, November 29, 2005, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener, at the age of 
83.

Local relatives are brother Richard Steva-
nus and his wife Diane of RR1, Breslau.

Van Der WEER HUNSBERGER, Monica 
Monica Van Der Weer Hunsberger, 40, of 
Tavistock passed away in Freeport Health 
Centre, Kitchener on Friday, November 
25, 2005.

Local relatives are sisters Diana Menary 
and Linda Robertson both of Heidelberg.

DEATH NOTICES

IN THE SPOTLIGHT Michael Cameron performs a hip-hop dance at the St. Clements variety show Nov. 26.  
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Humans have been “hooking up” for thousands of years
Q.  In the history of interper-
sonal attraction, is “hooking 
up” really some new thing un-
der the Cultural Sun, much in 
the media now, or more just 
old wine in new bottles?

A.  If by “hooking up” you 
mean young people find-
ing each other and becom-
ing physical, “I think it’s 
safe to say humans have 
been doing that for thou-
sands of years, though 
some cultures approve of 
it more than others,” says 
University of Waterloo 
anthropologist Harriet 
Lyons.  Or do you mean 
professional and business 
people networking, mak-
ing connections and trad-
ing favors — physical or 
not?  Again, that is how 
humans advance their in-
terests in many cultures. 

Indeed, according to 
Annette Weiner, in the 
Trobriand Islands off the 

coast of New Guinea, defi-
nition 1 (finding each oth-
er) is seen as training in 
skills that will be useful 
when people mature and 
graduate to definition 2.  
The belief is that through 
learning to attract and 
please lovers, people be-
come proficient in tech-
niques that will help them 
“win friends and influ-
ence people” as adults.

Since the late 1960s, col-
lege dorm culture has 
been organized around 
men and women’s relent-
less efforts to meet, date, 
become intimate, adds 
University of Nevada-
Las Vegas anthropologist 
William Jankowiak.  “In 
many ways students be-
havior is no different than 
chimps who are known to 
engage in brief consort re-
lationships.  The ‘hooking 
up’ is just a new term that 

arises whenever marriage 
is socially delayed. The ex-
perience is also common 
in Amazonian cultures, 
Polynesian societies, ur-
ban China and Japan.”
Q.  When someone asks your 
age, you might flippantly re-
ply, “What part of me?  Some 
parts of me are younger than 
you might think, others are 
older than I like to admit.”  
What’s your “serious” point 
here?

A.  Different cells of your 
body are at different ages, 
with most of them con-
stantly being replaced, 
as verified by scientific 
isotopic carbon-14 dating, 
used to date trees, reports 
the New York Times and 

Stanford chemist James 
P. Collman in Naturally 
Dangerous:  Surprising 
Facts about Food, Health 
and the Environment. Go-
ing by this, most of your 
adult body is about 10 
years old.

Since all the carbon-14 
in any cell’s DNA is ac-
quired on the cell’s birth 
date, the extent of car-
bon-14 enrichment will 
yield a cell’s age.  Thus it 
has been found that the 
muscle tissues around a 
30-year-old’s ribs average 
about 15 years old, bones 
are generally about age 10, 
while red-blood cells of an 
adult last 120 days.  Only 
a few of your cells last 

from birth to death, such 
as neurons in the cerebral 
cortex and maybe heart 
cells.  Cell regeneration 
might seem the Fountain 
of Youth, but as DNA gets 
damaged through “muta-
tions,” the instructions 
for making new cells may 
become degraded.
Q.  Mare Moscoviense, Mare 
Ingenii, Jules Verne, Gaga-
rin, Galois, Oppenheimer, 
Von Karman, Poincare, 
Mendeleev, Mach, Landau, 
Hertzsprung, Korolev, Van de 
Graaff, Apollo — the names 
are fascinating, taken from 
astronauts, astronomers, oth-
er scientists, alongside those 
from an occasional project 
(Apollo) or place (Moscovi-
ense — Latin for Muscovy).  
But there’s no Mare Nubium 
(Sea of Clouds) among them.  
Why?  Where are you?

A.  You’re on or peer-
ing at the far side of the 

moon, contemplating the 
names of the major physi-
cal features there, where-
in can be read the history 
of the space-race, says Da-
vid Crystal in The Cam-
bridge Encyclopedia of the 
English Language. These 
names were not given un-
til spacecraft first viewed 
the area in 1959.  By con-
trast, there is little sign 
of the old romantic Latin 
descriptions (Mare Nu-
bium) with which the fa-
miliar Earth side of the 
moon has long been iden-
tified.

There seems to be a uni-
versal and deep-rooted 
love for naming things, 
says Crystal, so much so 
that people have admitted 
naming their cars, word 
processors, house plants, 
kitchen implements and 
on the “luna-tic” fringe, 
even their toothbrushes.
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December 3 
3rd Annual Christmas Cookie Walk.  Gale Pres-
byterian Church, Cross St., Elmira.  Doors open 
9 a.m.; 20 varieties of cookies for $4/dozen. 
Also, homemade mincemeat tarts, cranberry, 
butter tarts, individual Christmas puddings and 
sauce, and candy. Bring your own container or 
use ours, everyone welcome. Come early for the 
best selection. 
12th Annual Elmira Santa Claus Parade, 10 
a.m.  hosted by the Elmira Jaycees. The theme 
is “The True Meaning of Christmas.” The parade 
will proceed from William St., south onto Arthur 
St., then east onto First St. to the Royal Canadian 
Legion. 

December 4
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 685 High-
point Ave. at Northfield , Waterloo invites you to 
a Christmas program with Jay Calder, Classical 
Guitarist and Janet & Hank Sonnenberg, well 
known gospel singers. 7 p.m., free-will offering, 
all welcome. 

December 6
West Montrose Covered Bridge Carol Sing. 
Join the Kiwanis and friends in song, hot cider 
and cookies (while supplies last) at 7 p.m. There 
is no charge, but donations of cash or non –per-
ishable food items are appreciated in support of 
the Kiwanis Christmas Food Drive. 

December 7 
A Time To Remember Please join us for a Christ-
mas service of healing for anyone who has ever 
lost a loved one. St. Jacobs Mennonite Church 

at 7 p.m. Speaker: Fred Redekop, “Unexpected 
Grief.” A program of Elmira & District Ministe-
rial, St. Jacobs Ministerial and Woolwich Inter-
faith Counselling Centre. 

December 9
5th Annual Christmas Concerts by the R.J. Kruis-
selbrink Sisters – two evenings. Reserve the 
dates Friday, Dec. 9 or Saturday Dec. 10, at 7:30 
p.m. for an evening of music. Woodside Bible 
Fellowship in Elmira. Free-will offering. For more 
information call (519)934-2608.
Annual Christmas Tyme Parade in Wellesley 
– 6:30 p.m. in conjunction with the Wellesley 
Lions Tree of Light. With a $5 donation per bulb, 
the proceeds assist Meals on Wheels in Welles-
ley Township as well as CAPC (Community Ac-
tion Program for Children). A live nativity scene 
will be performed (by the Wellesley Mennonite 
Church) following the parade and more. 

December 11
A Time To Remember Please join us for a 
Christmas service of healing for anyone who 
has ever lost a loved one. Trinity United Church, 
Elmira  at 7 p.m. Speaker: Fred Redekop, “Un-
expected Grief.” A program of Elmira & District 
Ministerial, St. Jacobs Ministerial and Wool-
wich Interfaith Counselling Centre. 

December 17
Floradale Mennonite Church is hosting an Am-
nesty International Letter Writing Day event, 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. on behalf to prisoners of con-
science around the world. Phone 669-2861 for 
more information. 

20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.
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The success of last 
year’s Tribute, a 
cabaret musical 

featuring a selection of 
standards, the perform-
ers of the Waterloo-Wel-
lington Playhouse are 
taking a trip back to the 
popular music’s heyday. 
Remembering the 50’s hits 
the stage next week at the 
Fergus Grand Theatre.

The show, featuring mu-
sic from the likes of Elvis 
Presley, Bobby Darin, 
Frank Sinatra, Buddy 
Holly and Johnny Cash, 
runs Dec. 7-10. In keep-
ing with the season, Bing 
Crosby’s classic “White 
Christmas” is one of 
some two dozen songs on 
the bill.

Remembering the 50’s is 
produced by Alan Argue 
and Jim Schrock, both of 
whom lend a voice to the 
affair. They’re joined by 
Paul Hock.

“It was an amazing time 
for popular music, an 
era with ballads, novelty, 
country, Broadway, Latin 
and rock ‘n’ roll shared 
equal time on the Top-10 
Hit Parade,” said Schrock.

The vocal talents of local 
singers will also join in 
as guest performers. Me-
gan Thoms and students 
from James McQueen 
Public School are fea-
tured on opening night, 
Wednesday. Deb Deckert 
is the guest Thursday, fol-
lowed by Kim Wideman 
and Becky Wittich Friday 
night. Donna Pritchard is 
Saturday’s guest vocalist.

Remembering the 50’s 
runs at the Fergus Grand 
Theatre Dec.7-10 (8 p.m.). 
Tickets are $7-$13, avail-
able by calling the box of-
fice at (519) 787-1981.

Ringing 
in the 

holiday 
spirit

Plans to expand Lions’ ‘community office party’ 
DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For some Elmira 
businesses, this 
year’s office Christ-

mas party came Nov. 26 
courtesy of the Woolwich 
Community Lions Club.

President Joan Edenbor-
ough said the club wanted 
to help local business own-

ers provide a different hol-
iday treat for their employ-
ees this year without sub-
jecting them to the hassle 
of planning a party.

“We wanted a fundraiser, 
but we thought we could 
double-up and have a com-
munity service program, 
too.”

Businesses bought tick-
ets for the semi-formal 

event, which included din-
ner and dancing held at a 
festively-decorated Lions 
Hall.

Shanna Rozema, sales 
representative, was one 
of the 10 employees from 
Royal LePage Elmira Real 
Estate Services who at-
tended the event. 

Rozema said the commu-
nal Christmas party idea 

for several businesses was 
a great idea.

“It is nice for small busi-
ness, where we don’t have 
large companies, so when 
we go out at Christmas-
time we like to be out with 
other people as well.

“Our community is so 
small when you’re out on 
the dance floor you can 
say ‘hi so-and-so,’ and to 

other people as well, be-
cause you know them.” 

Another plus for Rozema 
was having the party in 
town which saved her 
from travelling. 

“It was just a tremendous 
success. It exceeded our 
expectations – we’re really 
happy,” Edenborough said.

Funds raised go to the 
club’s community projects.  
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WE TAKE THE BYTE OUT OF BUYING A COMPUTER.

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira • 669-5551

COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM • RESELLERS WELCOME

Computers, Laptops
and Service

Computers, Laptops
and Service

SAVE NOW AND 
AFTER CHRISTMAS

Systems Laptops

$75
OFF ANY
LAPTOP
Off of reg. 
store price.

$50
OFF ANY
COMPUTER
SYSTEM

Off of reg. store price.

$25
OFF LCD
MONITORS
Off of reg. store price.
15”,17“ & 18” monitors by: 
Sony, Dell, Viewsonic, Compaq

Systems
Valid until Jan 31/06

Laptops
Sony, Dell, Viewsonic, Compaq

Valid until Jan 31/06 NO EXPIRY

$10
OFF ANY
COMPUTER
OR LAPTOP
REPAIR

HP Compaq Desktop
P4 3.2 GHZ
512 Meg Dual Channel DDR 400
CD Writer
Windows XP Professional
2 Year Warranty

$549
Reg.$599

with coupon

Compaq EVO N610C
P4 1.8 GHZ Mobile • 256 Meg DDR 
• 30 Gig Hard Drive
CD Writer, Wireless
Windows XP Professional
6 month Warranty

$724
Reg.$799

with coupon

Compaq Tower P4 2.26.......................$449
Dell Tower P4 1.7.................................$349
Dell Tower P3 1.13...............................$249

Dell Centrino 1.4.................................$949
IBM R40 Celeron 2.0............................$799
IBM P3 900...........................................$529
Compaq P3 850...................................$499

System is exactly as shown

System is 
exactly as 
shown

OVER 1000 SYSTEMS & LAPTOPS IN STOCK.

�

�

�

�

LISTOWEL
CUT-OFF

SOUTHFIELD DR.

USE COUPON & SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $75
USE COUPON & SAVE 
AN ADDITIONAL $50

Systems
store price.
Valid until Jan 31/06
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