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Tourism services to expand in St. Jacobs
This year’s experiment prompts council to up the ante for 2006

WATCHING AND WAITING  Allan Hoffman holds 
his three-year-old granddaughter, Danya Bowman, 
so she can watch as the parade passes.

SPECATOR SEATING  Perched on the curb of 
Arthur Street, Brayden, 3, (left) and Griffin Boerner, 
2, sat waiting for the guest of honour.

SANTA’S STYLE  Dressed for a cold morning of parade watching, a group of local youths get in the spirit of 
Christmas during the annual Elmira Santa Claus Parade last Saturday. From left: Willow Woods, 8, Samantha 
Mitchell, 7, Jennifer Mitchell, 5, Lyric Woods, 10 and Morgan Mitchell, 9.  See story and photos pg 26.

Deadline passes for Lot 91 cleanup
RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A judge will decide 
whether or not Elmi-
ra’s Lot 91 needs to be 
cleaned up. With the 

passing of a Dec. 2 deadline set 
by Woolwich’s property stan-
dards committee, owner Lloyd 

Owner plans to challenge township order in court

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This year’s foray 
into St. Jacobs 
proved so suc-
cessful, Wool-

wich will expand visitor 
information services in 
the village next year. 
Councillors meeting 
Dec. 6 approved extend-
ed hours and improve-

Clare stands charged in viola-
tion of the municipal zoning 
bylaw.

But before a township-hired 
crew can go in and remove 
the collection of drums, oil 
tanks, tires and construction 
debris, the matter will have 
to be argued in the courts. In 
a letter delivered to Woolwich 

Township officials Thursday 
(Dec. 8), legal representatives 
for Clare – director of Ingram 
Transfer Inc., the registered 
property owner – stated their 
plan is to challenge the order 
before a judge.

At press time, no date had 
been set for the proceedings. 

Clare refused to comment 

when contacted by the Observ-
er Wednesday.

In the meantime, municipal 
staff has been in discussion 
with the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment to prepare the neces-
sary permits required to trans-
port some of the materials 
currently stored on the Oriole 
Parkway property. They are to 

be taken for disposal, if a judge 
agrees with the order.

“We thought we wouldn’t 
have a problem with that, but 
in talking to them (MOE), they 
said we’d need a permit,” town-
ship clerk Christine Broughton 
explained. “We have to hire a 
few contractors, depending on 

ments at the location near 
the farmers’ markets.

The Elmira visitor in-
formation centre (VIC), 
meanwhile, will continue 
as usual, with the First 
Street building perhaps 
temporarily housing an 
economic development 
officer Woolwich hopes 
to hire in 2006, chief ad-
ministrative officer Peter 
Simmons reported.

“We see a role there, so 
we’ll look to keep the Elmi-
ra VIC open, at least for 
the foreseeable future.”

Opened in the summer 
on something of a make-
shift basis as a trial, the 
St. Jacobs centre proved 
popular with visitors, he 
said. Extended hours of 
operation – “structured 
on a more formal basis” – 
will be put in place when 

the centre re-opens in 
late May. Some improve-
ments to the building it-
self are expected, includ-
ing providing a lounge 
for tour bus drivers.

The trial project was 
launched following a pro-
posal by St. Jacobs Coun-
try and Mercedes Corp. 
to offer township visitor 
services from the so-
called “yellow house,” a 

refurbished farm home at 
844 Weber St. N. owned by 
Mercedes. Highly visible, 
the site is immediately 
adjacent to the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market, and 
the steady flow of traffic 
drawn to the locale.

An expansion at St. Ja-
cobs is the first change 
to visitor services since 
the township assumed 
responsibility for tourism 

in 2001, Simmons noted.
Woolwich is currently 

involved in regional-
level talks investigating 
the option of a coordi-
nated tourism strategy.

Asked by Coun. Pat 
McLean if the longstand-
ing discussions have be-
come “more fruitful,” 
Simmons said no solid 
plans have developed 

DECEMBER 10, 2005 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 1    

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2005

 ISSUE:  VOL 10, NO. 48          ONLINE EDITION AVAILABLE:  www.woolwichobserver.com                        ▼ THIS WEEK’S OPINION:  Gunning for the law-and-order vote     PAGE 8            

▼ See MAKING page 2

Ringing in the season at
EDSS holiday concert ▼ PAGE 31

Sugar Kings post victory on road, 
come home to major loss ▼ PAGE 13

▼ See LOT 91 page 2

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME AT

137 PARK AVENUE
SAT. & SUN., 1:30 - 4:30 P.M.

MON. & TUES., 6:00 - 8:30 P.M.

Bill Seabrook or Marcia Martin
SALES REPS

CALL TODAY: 747-0231

3  MODELS  NOW OPEN FOR VIEWING -  RESERVE YOUR UNIT  NOW

PARK AVE.

ANNA ST.
ARENA

X

SN
YDER AVE.

BUNGALOW TOWNHOMES
$216,900 AND UP �����������������������������

NEW 2 BEDROOM DESIGNS NOW AVAILABLE



and changes would come 
slowly.

“It’s important that we 
do not take on too much 
too soon.”

Mayor Bill Strauss, 
Woolwich’s representa-
tive on regional council, 
said money for the tour-
ism efforts is an item on 
the 2006 budget now un-
der discussion.

For its part, the town-
ship has budgeted $36,000 
from its 2006 tax levy to 
operate the two VICs.

their ability to trans-
port certain types of 
materials.”

If the cleanup order is 
upheld, or not formally 
challenged, the cost of 
cleanup efforts done on 
Clare’s behalf will be 
added to the next prop-
erty tax bill.

The materials first 
started arriving on Lot 
91 this summer, largely 
relocated from an Ar-
thur Street North prop-
erty also operated by 

Clare. He was subse-
quently informed zon-
ing didn’t allow for out-
door storage of this na-
ture, and the township 
began the process of 
laying a charge under 
the property standards 
bylaw.

Under current zoning, 
outdoor storage is per-
mitted only as an auxil-
iary use by an industrial 
business, which must 
have a facility on the site. 
There are no structures 
on Lot 91.

Making 
the move

Continued from cover Continued from cover

Lot 91 owner to take 
township to court

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Eager to extinguish 
a long-smoldering 
neighbourhood is-

sue, Woolwich council-
lors this week quickly 
backed a deal to swap 
land with Elmira District 
Secondary School. The 
reciprocal-use deal will 
allow the school to cre-
ate a smoking area away 
from nearby residents.

The plan sees a portion 
of the school property be-
come township property, 
while a portion of Uni-
versity Avenue in front 
of the building becomes 
school property.

The move employs a 
technicality to develop 
a new smoking area 
away from neighbours: 
provincial laws prevent 
smoking on school prop-
erty, so turning over a 
small piece of land to the 
municipality would offi-
cially move that area off 
campus. The property in 
question is at the rear of 
the school, near the Bru-
bacher Street entrance.

With endorsement from 
the township and Wa-
terloo Region District 
School Board, the change 
will be in effect when stu-
dents return from Christ-
mas holidays, Jan. 9, said 
principal Gary Ayre. Ad-
ministrators met Thurs-
day with students who 
use the smoking area, 

Council backs 
land-swap deal 

with high school
EDSS to move smoking area to area behind 

the building, away from neighbours
advising them the newly 
created area – approxi-
mately 20 by 14 feet – will 
be the sole area where 
smoking is permitted. 

“We’ll let them know 
about the new area be-
hind the school, that we 
want to support them and 
make them comfortable 
with the change,” he said 
of the transition.

Along with eliminating 
students from congregat-
ing on the so-called U in 
front of the school – Uni-
versity Avenue – the new 
policy also precludes 
students from smoking 
along sidewalks border-
ing the school property. 
That should reduce the 
number of neighbour-
hood complaints about 
litter and noise, Ayre pre-
dicted.

The new arrangement 
comes as part of ongoing 
efforts to address neigh-
bours’ concerns about 
the behaviour of a small 
number of high school 
students. Starting last 
summer, a series of meet-
ings involving residents, 
school administrators, 
township officials and 
police tackled the issue. 
Since then, township 
monitoring of the area 
has revealed fewer prob-
lems.

“Things have really set-
tled down there,” clerk 
Christine Broughton told 
councillors, meeting as a 
committee of the whole 

Dec. 6.
Another of the recom-

mended measures – the 
installation of a street 
light in the U to reduce 
nighttime loitering – is 
awaiting work crews from 
Waterloo North Hydro.

Councillors were happy 
to see the quick imple-
mentation of the land-
swap deal.

“It’s a really good solu-
tion to the problem,” not-
ed Coun. Ruby Weber.

The new smoking area 
will be marked with the 
installation of a small 
fence along one side, and 
benches framing out the 
remainder of the space.
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TAKEN TO HOSPITAL  An area-man was 
cut from his pickup truck on Listowel Road, 
near Steffler Road Tuesday morning (Dec. 6). 
The man was heading toward Elmira when 
he lost control of his vehicle – reportedly 
due to a medical condition – left the road, 
went through a fence and rolled onto its side. 
Floradale firefighters freed the man; he was 
taken by ambulance to Grand River Hospital, 
where he was treated and released with non-
life threatening injuries.

DRIVER EXTRICATED

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

No one was injured 
when a transport 
truck crashed 

into a tree and dragged 
it along the main street 
in Conestogo Wednesday 
(Dec. 7).

The driver had been 
traveling north on Saw-

Branching 
out in 

Conestogo
Forced to veer from 
car, transport driver 
drags large branch 
along Sawmill Road
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On the wall
DESIREE FINHERT
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Designer’s realistic image wins Home Hardware mural contest

Subcontractor taken to 
hospital after fall

OPP seek suspect in 
Mapleton B&E

Catholic school board 
trustee retain position

Arnott introduces new 
firefighter protection bill

Paycheques should 
reflect community 

budget, says Wellesley
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Mennonite buggy making its 
way down a winding path from a 
sugar shack was the winning im-
age painted on the Elmira Home 

Hardware store’s north wall in a fundrais-
ing campaign.

“You can look at a realistic picture and 
you can communicate with the picture,” 
winner Trevor Martin told the Observer af-
ter he received his $500 cheque. “It draws 
you right in and you’re there.”

Onlookers were drawn into Martin’s snowy, 
picturesque sugar bush scene, which was in-
spired by the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

It took the 19-year-old about 24 hours total 
to create the image working four separate 
Saturday afternoons until the deadline at 
the end of October.

“One night I even worked late into the 
night and it was dark, so don’t ask me what 
I was painting,” he laughed. 

Martin was one of five artists selected by 
the store to paint a mural in a designated six-
foot-square space on the wall. The campaign 
raised about $2,500, as residents made a do-

nation in order to vote for their favourite.  
Some $760 was raised in votes for Martin’s 

painting, but the runners up were not far be-
hind with Joanne Oxley raising about $512, 
Linda Brubacher about $484, Paul Wilson 
about $387 and Pat Lacenbauer $337.

Martin didn’t expect to be chosen for 
the competition let alone come in first, 
but he attributed his victory to the style 
he chose to paint in – realistic.  

“I think a lot of people in this area like 
that type of art, the realist type of art 
– the Mennonites in this area would pre-
fer that,” said Martin. “I was kind of sur-
prised, but then I thought a lot of people 
would like that style.”

Elmira Home Hardware dealer-owner 
Krista Ruppel, the contest’s facilitator, 
said the idea drew a range of comments.

“There were some favourites right off the 
bat,” said Ruppel. “Trevor, because of his 
age and his personality and his sheer talent 
– he’s just a talented kid – when people saw 
his work, it was all that more inspiring.” 

Ruppel has her own favourites, leaning 
away from the realist style toward two of 
the abstract murals.

“The one that came in fifth, I really like 

because it was so abstract,” she said of 
Lacenbouer’s A Solid Foundation, which 
depicted a church. “To me, it meant the 
solid foundation that the church and com-
munity were built on.”

Wilson’s image of a hand with community 
symbols was another favourite.

“He was trying to show that it takes the 
many hands of the events and the commu-
nity … it really makes you stop and think,” 
said Ruppel.

The four other participants also received 
$100-thank you cheques from Home Hard-
ware and gifts which had been donated 
from local businesses.

Martin, a former Elmira District Secondary 
School student and current first-year graphic 
design student at Conestoga College, doesn’t 
have any plans to spend his winnings. 

“I’m going to save it,” he said. “I know I’m 
going to need it for school some day.” 

The murals are to remain on the north wall 
of the store for the foreseeable future and are 
due to receive individual plaques stating the 
artist, title and date of the mural. 

Ruppel plans to put one title across the 
top of the images sometime next year. The 
wording is still under consideration. 

A WINNING STROKE Trevor Martin used a realistic style for his winning depiction of the Spirit of Woolwich contest at the Elmira Home Hardware.  

Queen’s Park will once again be discuss-
ing the issue of double-hatter firefight-
ers, thanks to a private member’s bill 
introduced by MPP Ted Arnott (PC – Wa-
terloo-Wellington). The local representa-
tive introduced his bill Tuesday (Dec. 6), 
in an effort to halt union representatives 
from putting a stop to full-time firefight-
ers who volunteer on departments in 
their home communities.
This is the fourth time the MPP has in-

troduced a bill on the issue – none have 
passed. The attempts have come over 
a three-year period, while Arnott was 
both a part of the government and op-
position.
A questionnaire distributed with Ar-

nott’s newsletter to constituents earlier 
this year shows 90 per cent of respon-
dents support his initiatives to protect 
so-called double hatters.
Arnott’s latest attempt won the back-

ing of Woolwich councillors, meeting as 
a commitee of the whole Dec. 6.

The Ministry of Labour is investigating 
after a man working at a house under con-
struction fell about two-metres and hit his 
head. Emergency responders were called 
to the incident on Snow Goose Crescent 
last Saturday afternoon (Dec. 3).
According to police, the man, a 59-

year-old subcontractor, fell a storey us-
ing a walkway. He was taken by ambu-
lance to Grand River Hospital, where he 
was treated and released with non-life 
threatening injuries. 

When it comes to labour negotiations, 
arbitrators are putting “undue finan-
cial hardship” on smaller communities, 
Wellesley council said this week. 
Councillors echoed a call from the City of 

Cornwall prompting the Province to make 
statutory amendments requiring arbitra-
tors to take into account a municipality’s 
“ability to pay and local economic con-
ditions” when it comes to labour nego-
tiations, particularly with regard to issues 
such as retention pay for police.

Waterloo’s Catholic and district school 
board have both re-elected their chair-
persons. The Catholic board chair Dianne 
Moser of Bamberg has retained her posi-
tion for 11 years. Catholic school board 
trustees also re-elected Kitchener trust-
ee Wayne Buchholtz to a third term as 
vice-chair. The regional board welcomes 
back Colin Harrington who has held the 
position since 1997. Andrea Mitchell was 
also re-elected vice-chair for her sixth 
year as a trustee.

Unknown suspects broke into a resi-
dence on Wellington Road 11 in Maple-
ton Township sometime between 7:45 
a.m. and 4:45 p.m. on Wednesday (Dec. 
7), the Wellington County OPP reported.
The suspects gained entry through the 

front door and once inside, they removed 
a quantity of DVDs, video games and 
electronic equipment.
A Labatt’s Blue Hockey bag with “Palm-

erston 81’s” and the number “#17” em-
broidered on it was also missing, along 
with a pair of hockey skates.
The suspects then fled the scene.



STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Planned increases to 
rental fees at Wool-
wich arenas are on 

hold while township staff 
crunches the numbers 
one more time. The de-
lay comes as user groups 
pitched an alternative 
to the dramatic changes 
proposed last month as 
council considered revi-
sions to its recreation 
department fees and 
charges.

Woolwich is proposing 
an eight per cent hike in 

Woolwich defers arena rate hikes
User groups want to see increases phased in over longer period

ice rental fees in each of 
the next three years. The 
plan is to increase prime-
time rental rates to $170 
an hour by the time a new 
facility opens – the target 
date is 2008. The current 
rate is $135 an hour.

Compounding the issue 
for the major users is a 
proposal to reduce the 
amount of the subsidy 
some groups receive. Mi-
nor sports leagues cur-
rently get a 40-per-cent 
discount, while the Elmi-
ra Sugar Kings Junior B 
club gets 20 per cent off.

Those changes are too 

much, too soon argued 
Paul Bossenberry, appear-
ing before councillors 
Dec. 6 as a representative 
of the arena user groups 
such as Woolwich Minor 
Hockey and the Elmira 
Figure Skating Club.

If enacted as proposed, 
the measures would 
amount to a 14-per-cent 
hike in rates next year, 
he said, countering with 
a plan to phase in the ad-
justments over fi ve years 
instead of three. Even at 
the reduced level he sug-
gested, groups would still 
face an 11-per-cent jump 

in 2006.
“The alternative is to 

space the expenses out a 
little longer so they don’t 
hit so much at one time,” 
he said.

Reviewing the budgets 
for Woolwich’s major 
facilities – arenas in 
Elmira and St. Jacobs 
and the pool in Elmira – 
Bossenberry challenged 
some of the accounting 
procedures that appear 
to make the operations 
more expensive to oper-
ate. Especially notewor-
thy were contributions 
to reserve funds, which 

should be set aside specif-
ically for facility renewal 
and replacement rather 
than put in the general 
funds.

Looking at those ac-
counts, the contributions 
appear to be arbitrary 
and heavily weighted on 
arena users.

“We are the ones paying 
the most in terms of giv-
ing back to the coffers,” 
he said, arguing user 
groups pay a large share 
of recreation revenues.

Reacting to a question 
from Coun. Pat McLean, 
manager of accounting 
Richard Petherick said 
the reserves had recently 
been overhauled using 
a complex formula to de-
termine how much each 
aspect of the recreation 
department contributes.

It remains unclear how 
those reserves might 
factor in to plans for a 
new $12-million multi-
use complex in Elmira 
to replace the existing 
arena and pool facilities, 
Bossenberry noted.

While users welcome 
the prospect of a new 
facility, they are essen-
tially being asked to dig 

into their pockets now 
– in the form of increased 
rental fees – for a future 
payoff, he said. On top of 
that, the community is 
expected to raise some $5 
million as its share of the 
project.

Wearing that hat of 
chair of the Woolwich 
Recreational Facilities 
Committee (WRFC), 
which is behind fund-
raising efforts for the 
Elmira project, Bossen-
berry pushed for council 
to adopt a twin ice-pad 
model for the new arena 
as an incentive to the us-
ers. Woolwich’s current 
plan would see only one 
ice surface, an improve-
ment over the existing 
facility, but adding no 
new opportunities for the 
community.

“Even under the 11-per-
cent option I proposed, 
the user groups are still 
paying in a lot of money. 
We’d like to get some-
thing additional other 
than a renovated arena,” 
he told the Observer.

Councillors are ex-
pected to review the rate 
schedule when they re-
sume meeting Jan. 10.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Now that they’ve 
had a dry run, 
Wellesley offi cials 

are better prepared to 
handle a disaster, agree 
participants in an emer-
gency plan exercise Dec. 
2. The simulated event 
– mandated by the prov-
ince – was designed to 
fi nd ways to improve the 
plan and give response 
coordinators a feel for 
such big events.

“You don’t wait until 
you have the emergency. 
… We learned a lot there 
and I think we’ll be bet-
ter for it the next time,” 
commented Dave Geil, 
township fi re chief. “It 
was a learning curve for 
a lot of us.”

Under the exercise sce-
nario, the Wellesley Vil-
lage area was besieged by 
freezing rain and heavy 
snow. As Mother Nature’s 
wrath was felt outside, 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
hosted a hockey tourna-
ment that saw 200 people 
packed into the arena. At 
10 p.m., the roof collapsed 
trapping people under 
the debris.

Several obstacles pre-
sented themselves as of-
fi cials made their way 
through the condensed 
three-day timeline, in-
cluding road clearing, 

Emergency plan
put to the test

“It was learning curve...” says Geil
equipment availability 
and power outages.

“It really doesn’t matter 
if the building collapsed 
or not, it was how you 
were going to operate in 
this environment,” ex-
plained the chief, one of 
the few who knew what 
the scenario was before it 
played out. 

“We had to get people to 
think about what happens 
after, because there’s a lot 
of stuff that social servic-
es takes care of in the sec-
ond day, in the third day. 
In the fi rst day it was a lot 
of fi re [department], EMS 
and transportation.”

Frontline responders 
weren’t included in the 
scenario. Rather, the ex-
perience was intended 
for those who would have 
to organize and manage 
such a disaster; namely 
the mayor, fi re chief, mu-
nicipal staff, regional offi -
cials and social services.

While Wellesley Village 
was the disaster location, 
the exercise played out 
at the Region of Waterloo 
headquarters in Waterloo. 

“It went well. Since this 
was our fi rst one, we found 
some spots that we need to 
correct,” Geil noted.

One of the areas with 
the most room for im-
provement, suggested 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn, 
was the accurate dissem-
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— To All of Our Customers —
Have a Very Blessed Christmas!

Don & Carolyn Selby & Staff

CHRISTMAS STORE HOURS:
Sat. Dec 24  8-6
Sun & Mon Dec 25&26  CLOSED
Tues-Fri. Dec 27-30 8-9
Sat Dec. 31  8-6
Sun. Jan 1  CLOSED

ORDER
YOUR FRESH 
TURKEY OR 

SMOKED HAM
Call 669-2333 

Mon.-Sat. 8-5pm
Thank You!

WATCH
FOR OUR 

FRESHMART 
flyer in the 
KW Record

Sat. Dec. 10/05

FRESH BAKED BREADS & BUNS
CHRISTMAS COOKIES • CHEESE BALL

CHRISTMAS BREAD WREATHS • SALADS

NEW

Springer’s Smoked
Bone-In-Ham
(Fully cooked)

Springer’s Ready-to-Eat
Black Forest Hams
(Whole, Halves, Mini’s)

Selby’s Smoked, 
Sliced Side Bacon

Selby’s Centre-Cut Smoked 
Pork Loin Chops

Selby’s Centre-Cut
Cornmeal Back Bacon
(By The Piece Only)

Selby’s Black Forest Hams
(Whole, Halves, Mini’s)
Ready-To-Eat

Noah Martin
Summer Sausage
Chubs or Sticks

Fresh Pork Side
Spare Ribs
(Breast Bone removed)

Fresh Pork Schnitzel
Plain or Breaded

$1.99/lb
4.39/kg

6.59/kg

8.80/kg

$2.99/lb

$3.99/lb

$3.99/lb

$3.99/lb

$3.49/lb

$2.99/lb

$1.99/lb

$2.99/lb

8.80/kg

8.80/kg

7.69/kg

6.59/kg

6.59/kg

4.39/kg

meat specials produce specials

dairy specials

Golden Pineapple
of Costa Rica

Seedless Oranges
Large-Sized
Product of USA

1lb Bag Mini Carrots
Product of USA

Broccoli
Product of USA

$3.99ea.

99¢/lb
2.18/kg

$1.49ea.

$1.49ea.

Festival Egg Nog

Premium Egg Nog

35% Whipping Cream

No Name Sour Cream

No Name Cream Cheese
Brick or Tubs

$1.59/L

$1.99/L

$1.89/250ml

$2.99/500ml

$1.99
$2.89

Sale Date:
Dec. 10th-31st

GIFT
BASKETS,

FRUIT 
BASKETS

AND
MORE

PRESIDENT’S
CHOICE

INSIDER’S
PRODUCTS

BAGS OF
BIRD SEED

& DOG FOOD
Large & Small

DOLLAR
DEALS!

SMALL
APPLIANCES

FULL
SELECTION OF 

GROCERIES 
FOR YOUR 

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY

GIFT
BAGS

Large & Small

“CAMRRON 
BAGS”

500ml

500ml

▼ See PLAN page 5



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A review of Welles-
ley Village’s 
streetscape shows 

much room for improve-
ment. With that in mind, 
the Board of Trade (BoT) 
is taking a look at the 
best bang for the buck to 
make visiting the village 
a more memorable and 
esthetically pleasing ex-
perience.

In a report presented 
to Wellesley council this 
week, regional plan-
ner Hanna Domagala 
suggested several ways 
to make the core area 
more welcoming. Among 
them is the creation of a 
unique ground surface 
such as patterned or co-
loured concrete, planters 
with flower beds or small 
trees, and the inclusion 
of small information dis-
play cases. 

Street furniture, such as 
garbage cans and bench 
seating, could be given a 
uniform look, the report 
suggested.

“To highlight the main 
intersection, some fea-
tures can be added in all 
of its four corners. This 
would give the inter-
section more presence, 

Sites set on Wellesley’s streetscape
Board of Trade looks at improving the village’s visuals

soften the landscape and 
provide a repetitive fea-
ture,” the planner states. 
“A unique design and/or 
idea for this feature can 
locate the driver/pedes-
trian and become a mem-
orable piece for a tourist 
to associate specifically 
with Wellesley.”

Domagala’s review, con-
ducted earlier this year, 
was initiated by the BoT, 
which plans to take a 
lead role in implement-
ing some of the sugges-
tions, explained Coun. 
Joe Nowak. No costing 
has been prepared for the 
work at this time.

“We’re looking very 
closely at the next step 
right now,” he told coun-
cil Monday evening (Dec. 
5), suggesting others 
around the table solicit 
the region’s assistance 
for settlements in their 
wards.

“Basically what she 
does is identify areas on 
the street where things 
can be done … It’s the 
first step if you want to 
do something.

“The region provides 
this service to us, it didn’t 
cost us anything,” he 
added, noting the review 
applies to regional roads 
only, such as Nafziger 

and Queen’s Bush roads 
in the heart of Wellesley 
Village.

While supportive of the 
BoT’s efforts, Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn warned of bud-
getary restraints for both 
the township and region. 

“The region won’t be 
paying for any of the im-

provements. … There’s 
nothing in the regional 
budget to do this,” he said. 
“Now, if you were doing 
some improvements on 
the regional road, it’s 
possible it could be incor-
porated into that.”

However, Nowak an-
nounced his intention to 

seek his fellow council-
lors’ support in asking 
the region to consider 
making a contribution. 
Once an action plan is 
developed, he noted, the 
BoT will begin working 
on finding the necessary 
funds.

“The region also ben-

efits from a strong com-
mercial area in the rural 
communities. So maybe 
they should be consid-
ering some monies in 
their budget,” Nowak 
said. “We’re not talking 
mega-dollars here, we’re 
talking a few thousand 
dollars.”

ination of information to 
the people involved. 

“It was good for us, as 
far as I’m concerned. You 
learned how careful you 
have to be in giving direc-
tion; that the direction 
doesn’t get mixed up go-
ing from point ‘A’ to point 
‘B.’ That was one thing 
that I felt needed to be im-
proved. When a decision 
is made to do whatever, 
everybody had to have the 

same information.”
As Mayor, Kelterborn’s 

duties also included getting 
information to the public 
and press, including a mock 
television interview.

Similar test will be held 
in future years, Geil ex-
plained, in an effort to 
work out any problems 
before an actual disaster 
hits the municipality. 
Different fictional disas-
ters will be incorporated 
into each exercise.

Continued from page 4
Plan comes together

Truck meets tree
Continued from page 2
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mill Road when an oncom-
ing car veered in front of 
him, forcing him into an 
overhanging tree limb. 

The driver crashed the 
Transfreight rig into the 
tree in front of 1826 Saw-
mill Rd., but was not able 
to pull over due to other 
trees on the boulevard. 

Veering away from the 
side of the road in a split-
second decision, a second 
car came into the truck’s 
path and was almost 
struck by the tree cling-
ing to the truck’s roof. 

The 15-foot limb struck 
a hydro pole while it was 
dragged to a clear boule-
vard in front of house at 
1836 Sawmill Rd., across 
from Chip’s Garage – the 
branch had been dragged 
past four houses and an 
empty lot. The auto ga-
rage’s owner came out to 

see if anyone needed help 
and waited with the driv-
er until police arrived. 

No one was injured 
during the incident, but 
a piece of metal siding 
was torn from the side of 
the transport, creating a 
large hole. 

The driver who had 
forced the truck into the 
tree limb did not stop after 
the accident; police were 
unable to track the vehicle, 
said Sgt. Merv Knechtel of 
Elmira’s division 3A.

There was no damage 
to the hydro pole. Water-
loo North Hydro workers 
moved the fallen branches 
off the sidewalk and away 
from the road as north 
and south bound lanes of 
traffic took turns squeez-
ing passed the damage. 

No charges were laid 
against the driver of the 
transport truck.



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

No matter what the 
outcome at the 
regional level, 

Wellesley councillors 
may find themselves de-
fending their stance in 
the environmentally sen-
sitive landscape (ESL) 
plan during next year’s 
municipal election. 

Speaking out against the 
proposed Laurel Creek 
Headwaters ESL designa-
tion this week, several 
residents said they feel 
council isn’t represent-
ing them on the issue and 
called for changes around 
the table next time they 
head to the ballot box. 
Others, however, thanked 
council for its continued 
support of the plan, dem-
onstrating how divisive 
the issue has become.

Among the detractors 
were Dr. Mary Lovie and 
her husband Gary, two of 
six delegates who spoke 
against the plan during 
Monday’s council meet-
ing.

“We do not support your 
response on our behalf. 
You are not responding to 
us, the owners of the ma-
jority of the targeted land 
in Wellesley Township,” 
Mary Lovie said, listing 
concerns such as the im-

ESL opponents press Wellesley for changes
Unsatisfied with response, residents say decision will be factor in next election
pact on property values 
and criticizing previous 
regional initiatives like 
the Weimar Line recon-
struction project. That 
project, she suggested, 
created a “highway” 
through the very lands 
the region is now trying 
to protect with the ESL 
designation.

“I would … like to re-
mind you that this [op-
position] represents a lot 
of voting power and that 
may mean that we will 
need to elect a council 
that represents the voice 
of the area.”

Much of the proposed 
Laurel Creek Headwaters 
ESL rests in Wellesley 
Township, though it also 
includes the southwest-
ern corner of Woolwich 
and small areas of Wilm-
ot and Waterloo.

If ultimately approved, 
the designation would 
disallow the creation of 
new lots in the affected 
area outside existing set-
tlement boundaries and 
restrict development to 
uses deemed compatible 
with the environmental 
features. Before any de-
velopment could occur, 
it would have to meet a 
series of criteria, includ-
ing there be no adverse 
environmental impacts 
on natural features, ex-

isting corridors or water 
quality.

The designation is, in 
part, intended to provide 
connectivity between ex-
isting environmentally 
significant features.

According to a survey 
conducted by the Envi-
ronmentally Sensitive 
Property Owners Asso-
ciation (ESPOA) – which 
formed in opposition to 
the region’s initiative 
– more than half the af-
fected landowners feel 
their rights are being 
infringed upon and don’t 
want the designation.

“There is a great danger 
the designation will neg-
atively impact residents 
because of the assumed 
parkland and open space 
characteristics which 
will be attractive to and 
promoted to urban resi-
dents,” explained Harry 
Cummings, a professor of 
rural planning and devel-
opment at the University 
of Guelph. 

“Stewardship policies 
would cover a wide pos-
sibility of types of issues 
which don’t really de-
mand an ESL for imple-
mentation,” he recom-
mended as an alternative 
approach. “A steward-
ship program in lieu of 
ESL could achieve many 
of the goals and could be 

more broadly based in 
the region.”

Pressed by Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn to explain 
how landowner rights 
would be infringed upon, 
Cummings pointed only 
to changes in the per-
mitted uses. However, 
many of the excluded 
uses are already disal-
lowed through zoning 
regulations, the mayor 
retorted.

The survey was distrib-
uted to 203 residents in 
the ESL lands, of which 83 

were returned and includ-
ed in the findings. Sev-
eral residents, however, 
didn’t return the survey 
because it was created 
by the ESPOA, suggested 
Blair McKay of the Para-
dise Lake Association. He 
was among the four pro-
ponent delegates present 
at the meeting.

Association members 
have long been propo-
nents of the ESL plan.

“It’s not a very scientific 
study. I choose not to re-
spond to that … because 

we knew who put out the 
survey,” he told council-
lors, challenging Cum-
mings’ conclusions.

“Our only complaint is 
that this (ESL proposal) 
doesn’t go big enough.”

This week saw Wellesley 
council forward the second 
of two reports to regional 
staff on the ESL proposal, 
both using favourable 
language on the matter. 
Regional council has yet 
to address the designation 
issue, but is expected to do 
so early next year.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich Inter-
faith Counsel-
ling Centre was 

the big winner this week 
as the township doled 
out its annual grants 
to community groups. 
An expansion is ser-
vice means WICC will 
receive $4,000, a 33-per-
cent jump from $3,000 in 
the 2005 budget.

Eight other groups are 
to receive smaller in-
creases, if any at. All 

Woolwich give small 
bump to grants

Community groups to receive $20,000 in township support
told, Woolwich intends 
to provide $21,816.80 in 
grants.

Meeting Dec. 6, council-
lors approved $8,250 for 
Woolwich Community 
Services, up from $8,000, 
and $3,000 to Community 
Care Concepts, which 
provides support ser-
vices for seniors, Also 
approved were grants of 
$660 ($600 in 2005) for 
the Woolwich Historical 
Foundation; $760 for the 
Breslau Bloomingdale 
Maryhill Concert Band; 
$660 for the Historical 

Society of St. Boniface 
and Maryhill; $550 for 
District 26 of the Ontar-
io Seniors Games; and 
$1,636.80 in support of the 
regional police safety pa-
troller program in Wool-
wich schools.

The township will also 
contribute $1,100 toward 
the distribution of the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
drug safety booklet. An-
other $1,200 will be set 
aside for special assis-
tance and travel grants, 
to be allotted as request-
ed.
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Work with a leader who knows

When you choose Farm Credit Canada as your financial
partner, you have access to our national network of
contacts and information. In fact, we’re the largest dairy
lender in Canada. Show us where you want to go.We’ll
show you how to get there.

Call Stephen Wright at 1-800-387-3232.
For extended hours, call 1-888-332-3301.

www.fcc-fac.ca

Successful producers work with 
people who know their business
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Neither the Liberal 
MP nor his Con-
servative rival is 

steering far from their 
party leader’s platforms 
when it comes to issues 
in Kitchener-Conestoga. 
Incumbent Lynn Myers 
and challenger Harold 
Albrecht are the front-
runners in the battle for 
the riding. 

In the early weeks of 
what will be a long win-
ter campaign, Myers is 
hoping to be re-elected on 
his party’s past economic 
record and its three-
pronged agenda.  

The Conservatives, on 
the other hand, are em-
phasizing integrity is-
sues and the sponsorship 
scandal leading up to the 
Jan. 23 election. 

“I think people have 
to ask themselves, ‘are 
people better off than 
they were years ago 

Sticking close to the party platform
Kitchener-Conestoga candidates stay with leaders’ agendas as they attempt to localize the issues

when things were not as 
good?’” said Myers, who 
pointed out the region is 
capitalizing on a build-
ing boom and low unem-
ployment rates while the 
nation is sporting a fiscal 
surplus and low interest 
rates.

“We’ve provided good 
fiscal management in 
terms of bread-and-butter 
issues, and I think that 
resonates with people.”

The Liberal platform 
includes a three-sided 
approach to running the 
country – debt reduction, 
tax cuts and reinvestment 
– the second of which 
was spearheaded when 
Finance Minster Ralph 
Goodale announced $39-
billion in tax cuts in the 
economic update, re-
leased Nov. 19.

Myers said the tax cuts 
will allow money to be 
reinvested into the third 
part of the Liberal plan, 
which will support better 
health care, education 

and the environment.
“We’re a really prudent 

people here,” said My-
ers of his local riding. “I 
think we’re very cogni-
zant of the overall econo-
my and I think we under-
stand that in this part of 
the country.”

Myers plans to pursue 
some locally-raised is-
sues if re-elected - envi-
ronmental issues and di-
saster assistance.

“You know when disas-
ter strikes in other parts 
of the world I think we’ve 
always tried to assist 
where we can,” he said.

The Conservative’s Al-
brecht is also riding on 
the tax-break-campaign 
train and is staying close 
to his party leader’s slow-
ly unfolding platform. 
Stephen Harper has not 
unveiled the platform as 
a whole, planning instead 
to release its elements in 
stages. On the table so far 
are pledges to raise child 
care spending and to re-

duce the GST to five per 
cent.

Albrecht expects the 
GST cuts, if implemented, 
to make a positive change 
in people’s lives.

“Anytime you remove 
a taxation burden from 
people you give them a 
disposable income, which 
obviously is going to al-
low them to purchase that 
item that they might not 
have been able to,” said 
Albrecht. “You’re looking 
at big-ticket items, where 
you have an instant sav-
ings that people can look 
at right away. When you 
go buy a car, you go buy a 
fridge, or TV there’s a vis-
ible savings. So I think it 
will have a major positive 
impact.”

The party is also con-
sidering other tax breaks 
for small- and medium-
sized businesses, as well 
as stay-at-home parents.

“We really, strongly be-
lieve that the best child 
care is provided in the 
home and so we want to 
do whatever we can to 
make that possible and 
where it isn’t possible we 
want parents to have the 
flexibility to use insti-
tutionalized childcare,” 
said Albrecht.

The Conservative plan 
to revisit the same-sex 
marriage issue was tack-
led by Harper on the first 
day of the campaign. Al-
brecht expects the debate 
to resonate in Kitchener-
Conestoga.

“There certainly are 
number of people in our 
riding who favour the 
traditional view of mar-
riage and want to see that 

preserved. Our party has 
always felt that there 
should have been a more 
democratic processes fol-
lowed in the debate and 
in the final decision that 
was arrived at in Parlia-
ment.”

As prime minister, 
Harper would put the is-
sue to a free vote among 
MPs.

While the riding’s battle 
lines are clearly drawn 
between Liberal and 
Conservative, other par-
ties are prepared to join 
the fray. 

Green Party candidate 
Kris Stapleton encour-
ages voters to take a dif-
ferent view of issues on 
the table, and then to act 
accordingly. 

“It really means that 
you have to look at ev-
erything from the point 
of view that we need to 
live [with] sustainability. 
Everything is built on 
that.”

Locally, she sees the Wa-
terloo moraine – source 
of groundwater for much 
of region – as a hot-button 
issue.

“That would be some-
thing that the Green Par-
ty would be in support of 
saving, not paving over,” 
said Stapleton. “We need 
to look at ways, if we’re 
going to be building and 
whatnot, to preserve 
these types of things and 
take them into account 
when we are expanding.”

The Green Party’s plat-
form also encompasses 
accountability, honour-
ing First Nation rights to 
self-government, foreign 
polices focused on peace 

and fair trade, a fiscal 
plan to achieve results in 
the prudent manner, and 
environmental policies 
which promote health 
care.

“Instead of just treating 
the symptoms and the 
result of things and keep-
ing it as really a sick-care 
system we would truly 
have a health care sys-
tem because we would 
be focused on health and 
preventative measures 
instead of just constantly 
pouring money into the 
results of the way we live 
so food that we eat the air 
that we breath and the 
health problems associ-
ated with that.”

Like Stapleton, New 
Democratic Party candi-
date Len Carter has the 
region in mind, making 
farming issues his cam-
paign focus.

“From all the material 
that I could gather to-
gether the issue of farm-
ing and the continuation 
of farming, other than 
factory farming, it looks 
like it’s really in jeop-
ardy.”

Carter’s concerns are 
the high cost of raising 
crops or cattle compared 
to the low gains from 
their sale. He’s also op-
posed to the spread of 
seeds bearing terminator 
genes – so-called single-
use seeds.

“I’d suggest very strong-
ly that people keep their 
own seeds, save them and 
trade them amongst them-
selves,” said Carter. “It’s 
how farmers have grown 
throughout the ages. It’s 
not a new thing.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Officially, Wellesley 
stands firmly be-
hind the regional 

plan to create environ-
mentally sensitive land-
scapes (ESL). However, 
that’s not the opinion 
shared by all of its mem-
bers. And thanks in part 
to a procedural issue, op-
ponents around the table 
didn’t have a chance 
change the township’s 
stance. 

After hearing from 10 
delegates on the issue 
Monday evening (Dec. 
5), council endorsed a 
report destined for re-
gional planning staff, as 
first discussed last week. 
That report puts munici-
pal faith in the region’s 
belief property values 
won’t fall and suggests 
some boundary expan-
sions should be consid-
ered. It further proposes 
Wellesley may be able to 
administer any steward-
ship initiatives on behalf 
of the region.

While the item was ap-
proved, councillors Ron 
Hackett and Dusan Ciz-
man stood against the 
plan, and criticized the 
process that precluded 
alterations to the report. 
Last week’s committee 
minutes were moved and 
seconded before the re-
port could be separated 
out for further discus-
sion.

Wellesley council’s ESL 
comments unchanged
Procedural issue allowed ESL report to be passed with 

little debate, prior to concerns raised from ten delegates
“If we pass this now, 

there’s no sense in hav-
ing any of these delega-
tions or any discussion 
whatsoever any further,” 
Hackett said noting 10 
speakers who appeared 
before council that night. 

That didn’t sit well with 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn, 
who pointed out the ex-
perienced councillor had 
an opportunity to put 
forward any motion he so 
desired. 

“You did not access that. 
That opportunity was 
here for you to do. You 
chose not to do it,” the 
Mayor said, noting he’d 
explained the procedure 
necessary to do so during 
the committee meeting. 

Approved with the rest 
of the minutes – recom-
mendations to council 
following discussion at 
the committee level – the 
report received the of-
ficial stamp of approval 
from Wellesley council.

It was Coun. Joe Nowak 
who first moved the com-
mittee minutes – they 
were seconded by Coun. 
Jeff Wilker. Both voted 
in favour of the motion, 
along with Kelterborn.

Nowak refused to with-
draw or change his mo-
tion to accommodate 
Hackett.

The Hawkesville-area 
councillor continued to 
raise questions about 
fairness of the ESL plan 
on property owners. 
Those landowners, he 

suggested, will be left on 
the hook to pay to pre-
serve the ESL land with-
out any financial assis-
tance.

“There’s no mention of 
any support of landown-
ers [in the report to coun-
cil] that will be effected 
– landowners that we 
are elected to represent,” 
Hackett told council. “I 
have not seen, nor heard 
any of the effected prop-
erty owners indicate a 
disinterest in protecting 
these environmentally 
sensitive landscapes. But 
there are plenty of objec-
tions on the part of effect-
ed property owners doing 
so at their expense.”

While Cizman wouldn’t 
have a problem with his 
lands being included in 
the ESL because of devel-
opment restrictions, he 
opposed the plan based 
on distrust of the region.

“To me, it’s trust in the 
region. And I’ve learned 
over the last few years 
they have let me down,” 
he said.

Wellesley’s report will 
be reviewed, along with 
public comments, as re-
gional staff prepare a 
final draft plan draft for 
the planning and works 
committee. That draft 
will likely be delivered 
in late January or early 
February. The proposal 
would then be added 
to the regional council 
agenda for official con-
sideration.
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To make our communities safer we should ban handguns 
outright.

Prime Minister Paul Martin jumps on the law-and-order 
bandwagon while campaigning in Toronto this week. Also 
on tap are increases for police budgets.

» Brushing up the core
Wellesley Board of Trade efforts to 
spruce up the village’s streetscape 
deserve the support of council and 
the rest of the community. Such im-
provements to municipal cores are 
ideal projects for partnerships that 
can easily pay dividends.

» Left in the dark
Provincial plans to close coal-fired 
generating plants took another hit 
this week as the Ontario Power Au-
thority predicted future blackouts. 
In a report released this week, the 
organization said demand could out-
strip supply unless other sources are 
brought online by 2009.

» In whose interest?
Despite testimony she still presents a 
danger to society, Karla Homolka is 
now free to live without restrictions. 
The legal debate serves to remind the 
public of the heinous crimes Homolka 
and ex-husband Paul Bernardo com-
mitted, and for which she served just 
12 years.

Milquetoasts ought to serve time, too
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Shooting blanks
with national gun 
control measures

So, some fella is bein’ 
held prisoner here 
on account of ter-

rorism, and he’s whinin’ 
‘cause he can’t get out of 
jail? And because he’s gon-
na be sent back to Syria, 
where they might pun-
ish him? I ain’t surprised 
about his bleatin’, but what 
in the name of all that is 
holy is anyone doin’ listen 
to that nonsense?

Just goes to show you 
that bleedin’ hearts ain’t 
got no brains to go along 
with havin’ no manlies.

I’m glad to see the courts 
ain’t havin’ no part with 
lettin’ him off, sayin’ the 
fella poses a risk to de-
cent people. That’s how 
security is supposed to 
work, except if you’re 
some kind of lefty who 
thinks more of lowlifes 
and crazies than of doin’ 
what’s right.

I don’t know about you, 
but I’ve heard about more 
than enough cases where 
folks have been let out of 
jail, or let off, only to go 
about some more awful 
crimes. There ain’t noth-
in’ you can say to some 
parents whose kid has 
been attacked by some 
monster who ought nev-
er to have been released 
– and it ain’t never them 
lefties who have to go and 

tell ‘em the bad news. 
If we made the milque-
toasts pay for every 
crime they’re responsible 
for, we might make some 
change … or build more 
prisons to hold ‘em all.
YOUR KIDS AIN’T NO ONE 
ELSE’S RESPONSIBILITY 

I’m all for the Conser-
vatives, but I don’t care 
much for all the fuss Ste-
phen Harper was makin’ 
over child care. There 
ain’t no call for spendin’ 
billions on somethin’ folks 
should be lookin’ after 
themselves – when did it 
become the government’s 
job to look after the kid-
dies? If you want to have 
children, it’s your own re-
sponsibility to take care 
of ‘em, plain and simple.

Makin’ things equal is 
one thing, but don’t go pas-
sin’ out money to everyone 
who’s got a young one at 
home. Who’s to say folks 
is gonna use that $1,200 
for daycare? There ain’t 
nothin’ stoppin’ the lower 
orders from usin’ the cash 
on any ol’ thing they want 
to, includin’ smokes and 
booze and drugs.

The Liberals, as you’d 
figure, is talkin’ about 
spendin’ even more, set-
tin’ up babysittin’ spaces 
all over the place.

Different plans, but it’s 
still money out of my 
pocket. And it ain’t like 
I got toddlers around, so 
it’s spendin’ that don’t 
do me one whit of good. I 
don’t see no reason why 
everybody’s got to pay 
because some folks want 
to have kids. It weren’t 
always like that – back 
when we was startin’ fam-
ilies, it was all up to you 
to do the job, and we man-
aged just fine, please and 
thank-you. Nobody was 
lookin’ for a handout, or 
expectin’ others to do the 
job – now there’s a party 
platform that would hit a 
homerun a far as smart 
thinkin’ folks go.
LOOKIN’ AFTER KIDS DON’T 

STOP AT HIGH SCHOOL
I seen in the Observer 

how the high school was 
workin’ on findin’ a new 
spot for the kids there to go 
out and smoke. I don’t hold 
for that filthy habit, but 
you sure as Hades want 

to keep ‘em out of way if 
they’re gonna be doin’ it.

They’ve had plenty of 
problems in the neigh-
bourhood, by all accounts. 
I guess it’s some kids not 
havin’ respect for others, 
out makin’ a mess, hootin’ 
and hollerin’ and whatnot. 
Then there’s them that 
are drinkin’ and doin’ the 
drugs, which don’t make 
no sense at all to me. Back 
when I was in school, we’d 
never even think of that 
kind of misbehavin’ – not 
even the loiterin’ about, let 
alone breakin’ the law. The 
teachers weren’t havin’ 
none of that, even if it did 
cross someone’s mind.

And like I’ve always 
said, whatever the school 
dished out in the form of 
the strap or the like wasn’t 
nothin’ compared to what 
you’d get when you got 
home. If you didn’t have 
respect, you’d sure learn it 
in a hurry.

The wife was quick to 
point out the part about 
how the problem is get-
tin’ to be less, like I’m only 
seein’ the negative. I ain’t 
sayin’ the kids is all to 
blame, neither. The par-
ents ain’t doin’ their job in 
those cases, and the school 
is all tied up by the politi-
cally correct types cryin’ 
the blues.

Attempting to appear tough on crime, Prime 
Minister Paul Martin announced he plans to 
ban handguns. Critics were right in quickly 
denouncing the move as a pure politicking: 

handguns are already severely restricted in Canada, 
and the rampant gun crime in Toronto – not coinci-
dently the locale for Martin’s news bite – will not be 
lessened by what he’s proposed.

Putting more resources into law enforcement may 
pay some dividends, as may community education 
efforts. 

As election posturing goes, it was to be expected. 
Urban Canadians are increasingly worried about 
crime. Violence is a particular bogeyman.

In Toronto, 50 people have been killed with guns 
this year, some two-thirds of all the murders. But, 
as police officials have pointed out, much of that in-
volves stolen or smuggled firearms, the market for 
which will not change with legislation brought in 
by any government.

In the rural areas, Martin’s announcement may 
serve only to stir long-festering resentment kicked 
off by the federal gun registry. That epic boondog-
gle – from which the government had been back-
ing away – inconveniences hundreds of thousands 
of law-abiding citizens, all the while hitting them 
directly in the wallet. They, too, share in the ex-
orbitant costs we all pay for the program: origi-
nally slated to cost about $2 million, the program 
is expected to suck in more than $1 billion before 
it’s completely on stream. Even if it worked as ad-
vertised – it doesn’t, and never will – the monetary 
costs simply outweigh the benefits. 

As a public relations move, the registry has been 
a failure – the government had to be aware it would 
never be useful in its stated purpose, but perhaps 
hoped we’d be duped into feeling safer. Obviously 
that’s not the case. Statistics tell us the number of 
serious crimes is on the decline. The public’s per-
ception is quite the opposite.

Recent news from the Toronto area bolsters the 
argument our communities are becoming more vi-
olent. Officials point to the ease of obtaining guns 
– including a porous border that allows weapons 
to flow up from the U.S. – noting police have seized 
more than 2,000 firearms so far this year. Also wor-
rying is a culture of violence among some groups in 
the city, especially disenfranchised young people.

The situation smacks of the Americanization of 
Canada’s largest city. Looking at the mess that is 
many U.S. communities, Toronto administrators 
are rightly concerned about the trend. The last 
thing anybody wants is for any community to edge 
closer to the disaster zones found in the downtown 
cores to the south of us.

More policing is a start. But it’s the tonic for an 
anxious public – police presence alone will not solve 
the problem. The underlying causes – including de-
mographic shifts and cultural changes – must be ad-
dressed before they become entrenched.

In this part of the province, we can’t afford to be 
too smug, dismissing the violence as a big-city prob-
lem; what happens there will eventually have some 
ripple effect in our region, just an hour down the 
road from the largest problem area.

Martin’s campaign pledge should resonate on some 
levels, but clearly does not address the root of this 
cancerous growth.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is your favourite
Christmas tradition?” Rhonda

Bond

“Decorating the 
tree.”

Vicki
Roth

“Probably just 
being with fam-
ily.”

Dale
Snyder

“ C h r i s t m a s 
Day getting to-
gether with our 
family.”

Harvey
Martin

“A family gath-
ering is my 
tradition and 
celebrating the 
birth of Christ.”

▼ See STEPHEN page 10
NOT CONTENT WITH LAWN SIGNS, ADVERTISING AND NEWS COVERAGE, LOCAL CANDIDATES 

ATTEMPT TO GET VOTERS INTO THE SPIRIT OF A HOLIDAY ELECTION CAMPAIGN.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Ignatieff gets a rocky start to career as the New Trudeau

Take a look at the real 
Conservative record

It’s hard to impress the neighbours with the latest news and happenings in the area ... they already read it in the Observer.

Politics, she is a cold, 
cruel racket. Unfor-
giving. Blood-let-

ting. Choose your own 
label.

Some 17 months ago, one 
Paul Martin assembled 
what is now regarded as 
the least-distinguished 
federal cabinet within 
living memory. He was to 
pepper it up with several 
“star” rookies recruited 
from abroad.

One was the hockey 
legend Ken Dryden, 
who along with his Ivy 
League education and 
his heroics in the Team 
Canada net against the 
Russkies, was talked 
about as a potential Lib-
eral leader and therefore 
prime minister. He is 
among the most serious 
people (let alone politi-
cians) this scribbler has 
ever talked to.

Seventeen months lat-
er? Dryden sits silent in 
Question Period every 
day in the Commons row 
behind Martin, the dis-
gust written on his face 
as he listens to the yak-
yak and childish insults 

hurled across the floor. 
He has disappeared as 
an Ottawa figure despite 
his cabinet rank.

A second “star” rookie 
was from British Co-
lumbia, where the Grits 
badly need seats. David 
Emerson is a major Van-
couver figure, remaking 
its airport and then head-
ing one of the province’s 
top lumber companies. 
He too was touted by 
some (i.e. this column) 
as a potential successor 
to Martin.

He, as with Dryden, re-
fuses to play the Ottawa 
shout-and-scream game 
and has disappeared 
from the Press Gallery 
headlines. The large 
public gallery behind the 
Press Gallery seats, over-
head the Speaker’s chair, 
is reserved each day for 
school children who are 
trooped in to watch what 
parliamentary democ-
racy is all about.

It has been almost emp-
ty in recent days, the 
school principals and 
baby-sitters finding their 
14-year-olds so appalled 

and aghast at what they 
see and hear down on 
the Commons floor, MPs 
giving the finger to one 
another and otherwise 
behaving in a manner 
that would have their 
parents sending them to 
their rooms.

Nine months ago, a chap 
called Michael Ignatieff 
delivered the keynote 
speech at the Liberal 
party’s annual conven-
tion in Ottawa. He has 
of course a remarkable 
lineage, his father a re-
nowned Canadian diplo-
mat abroad, his grandfa-
ther serving in the cabi-
net of the last Russian 
czar. The scribbler by 
happenstance was in an 
aisle seat and, before the 
speech was half-over, 
three types – one a Press 
Gallery veteran, another 
a Senator, the third a lob-
byist – came by to whis-
per the same question: 

Where do you think he’s 
gonna run?

All the serious pundits 
came out with the excited 
speculation. This must be 
the New Trudeau. A full 
decade younger than the 
tired-looking Martin (he 
of all the verbal malfunc-
tions equalling those of 
Dubya Bush). Cambridge 
and Harvard degrees 
dripping off his ears. A 
new teaching chair at 
the University of Toronto 
to arrive on Jan. 1, 2006. 
Perfect.

Something funny hap-
pened on the way to the 
coronation. The Mar-
tinites, by now also 
known as the Libranos, 
as we know can arrange 
a safe seat for any star 
they want to recruit, the 
incumbent being sent 
straight to heaven in the 
Senate or ambassador to 
some small nation (hello 
there, Denmark). As Bri-

an Mulroney famously 
said to reporters on a 
campaign plane – what 
he assumed was an off-
the-record comment 
– when the Grits shipped 
Bryce Mackasey to Por-
tugal, “There’s no whore 
like an old whore.”

The pros in the business 
assumed the PMO would 
insert the intellectual 
into a slam-dunk riding 
such as Toronto-Rose-
dale, the leafy richest 
retreat in Canada where 
all the Bay Street types 
reside and the Ladies 
Who Lunch trade the in-
side gossip that flows like 
syrup. Incumbent Bill 
Graham, whose due-date 
is past in a so-so tenure 
as foreign minister and 
defence minister, has 
never lit up any flames. 
He could be persuaded to 
retire, with the suitable 
reward.

Or, next door, St. Paul’s, 
with an equivalent 
$100,000 per-garage level, 
occupied by the intel-
ligent Dr. Carolyn Ben-
nett, whose cabinet rank 
has never amounted to 

much.
Strange, but a nervous 

twitch seems to have 
overcome the Libranos. 
Would the rookie with 
the high I.Q. might do to 
Paulie what Paulie did 
to Chrétien – stab him in 
the front? Why would we 
give him a safe seat?

And so we come to the 
embarrassing, humili-
ating, scene of the New 
Trudeau having to para-
chute himself into the 
working-class riding of 
Etobicoke -L a keshore 
on fringes of Toronto 
suburbs, held by a black 
woman, Jean Augustine, 
who undoubtedly will re-
ceive her reward.

The New Trudeau was 
forced to flee the nomi-
nation disaster out the 
back door so as to not 
face the irate protesters. 
The Old Trudeau, we all 
remember, when faced 
with a similar crowd in 
little Salmon Arm, B.C., 
lowered the window 
of his railway car and 
raised his middle finger. 
Michael, we wish you 
well.  

To the Editor,
I’m sure I wasn’t the only 

one who felt ill at the sight 
of the front page of last 
week’s Observer – a photo 
of Conservative leader 
Stephen Harper with his 
trademark scowl, a scowl 
that matches his bad at-
titude.

So Harper thinks the 
Conservatives deserve to 
become the government. 
Let’s look at the track 
records of the major two 
parties, shall we?

The last Conservative 
government we had was 
in place from 1984 until 
1993. During their ten-
ure, they managed to add 
roughly $300 billion to 
our national debt. They 
chopped transfers to the 
provinces, intended for 

health care and educa-
tion. They instituted the 
ever-popular GST.

They left sky-high inter-
est rates, unemployment 
at more than 11 per cent 
and a federal deficit of $43 
billion per year. Canada 
was in sad shape and, 
according to The Econo-
mist, was in danger of 
becoming a Third World 
economy.

Then the Liberals were 
elected.  They drastically 
reduced spending, held 
the line on taxes, and 
managed to eliminate the 
gigantic Conservative 
deficit by 1997. We’ve now 
had eight straight years 
of balanced budgets.

Unemployment is at its 
lowest levels in three de-
cades; interest rates are 
also low. The Liberals 
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Mr. Hargrove’s bad advice

Stephen Harper a 
reason for all to scowl

Continued from page 9

When it was first 
announced that 
the federal elec-

tion would be held on 
January 23 – nearly eight 
weeks after the writ 
was dropped – many ob-
servers speculated that 
the campaign would be 
played out in slow motion 
until the beginning of 
January, at which point 
all of the parties would 
engage in a sprint to the 
finish. 

While that prediction 
has proven to be accurate 
in many respects (lawn 
signs, for example, seem 
to be sprouting up at an 
unusually slow pace), 
there have been two areas 
in which the campaign 
seems to be unfolding in 
fast-forward. 

First, instead of waiting 
until the last week of the 
campaign for one of his 
candidates to bring up 
his party’s opposition to 
equality for lesbians and 
gay men, Stephen Harper 
brought it up himself 
(without any prompting) 
on day one. The idea is, 
apparently, to preempt 
any accusations that the 
Conservatives have a 
hidden agenda, Harper 
decided to lead with his 
weakness (or, at least, 
one of them). It remains 
to be seen whether the 
tactic will work.

The latter part of week 
one was dominated by an-
other discussion that is 
traditionally reserved for 
the end of the campaign: 
the desperate plea by Lib-
erals for supporters of the 
NDP to hold their nose 
and vote Liberal. Besides 
timing, the other twist 
was that, this time, the 
Liberals were joined in 
their appeal by someone 
who claims to be an NDP 
supporter. I say “claims 
to be” because it’s diffi-
cult to believe that CAW 
president Buzz Hargrove 
has the best interests of 
the New Democratic Par-
ty (or, for that matter, the 
best interests of the coun-
try) in mind when he 
sucks up to the Liberals 
so shamelessly that Paul 
Martin’s security detail 
likely had to intervene to 
pull Hargrove away. 

Hargrove justifies his 
coziness with the Lib-
erals by arguing that 

the NDP and the labour 
movement have grown 
more distant over the 
past number of years. 
He’s probably right, but 
not for the reasons that 
he suggests. 

To say that the new 
campaign financing reg-
ulations (which severely 
restrict both corporate 
and union contributions 
to political parties) are 
to blame is to distort the 
very foundation of the 
relationship between the 
party and unions. It is 
shared philosophy, not 
financial contributions, 
which have always tied 
and continue to tie the 
labour movement to the 
NDP.

If Hargrove is sensing 
that his own influence 
on NDP leaders has di-
minished, it’s probably 
because he has a history 
of pulling stunts like he 
did last week.

Let’s get to the heart of 
what Buzz Hargrove said 
last week (in between 
hugging Paul Martin and 
later holding a joint press 
conference in front of a 
Liberal campaign back-
drop). 

“This minority govern-
ment deserves to come 
back to Ottawa with even 
bigger numbers. It could 
be an accord on issues or 
it could be a coalition that 
has NDP representation 
in the cabinet. There’s all 
kinds of opportunities, 
but the first thing we’ve 
got to do is get enough 
Liberals and enough New 
Democrats elected so that 
only two parties control 
the balance of power in 
the House. … Whether 
you elect a Liberal or an 
NDP, the overall numbers 
don’t change in terms of 
the ability to form a coali-
tion government. We’re 
out to stop the Tories.”

But Hargrove should 
know that it really does 
make a difference wheth-
er a Liberal or an NDP 
Member of Parliament 
gets elected. For example, 
the Liberals lined up with 
the Conservatives to de-
feat a piece of legislation 

that would have been a 
tremendous benefit to 
CAW members: federal 
anti-scab legislation. The 
Liberals acted on train-
ing, housing and pen-
sions only when forced 
to do so by the NDP. They 
refused to take action to 
stop health care privati-
zation even though their 
obstinacy brought down 
their government.

Surely, Hargrove re-
members that it was Paul 
Martin who eliminated 
the Canada Assistance 
Plan and ended the na-
tional housing program, 
who drastically cut 
health care and post-sec-
ondary education spend-
ing, and who scaled back 
eligibility for Employ-
ment Insurance. 

Surely he knows that 
Paul Martin moved his 
shipping business off-
shore so that he could 
avoid not only Canadian 
taxes, but also Canadian 
labour and environmen-
tal standards. 

Indeed, given Martin’s 
vicious anti-worker his-
tory I’m surprised that 
the CAW jacket that Har-
grove presented to him 
didn’t burst into flames 
when Martin put it on.

Hargrove was wrong 
to appear on a platform 
with someone who has 
never done a thing for la-
bour unless it was forced 
to. He was wrong to sug-
gest that a vote for the 
Liberals is substantively 
different than a vote for 
the Conservatives. And, 
he was wrong to continue 
to undermine a politi-
cal relationship with the 
NDP that is built not only 
upon a shared history 
and a shared philosophy, 
but upon policies that 
workers need today.

The Liberals don’t de-
serve “even greater num-
bers.” They don’t even 
deserve the numbers that 
they have. They don’t de-
serve the votes of CAW 
members, even in rid-
ings that Buzz Hargrove 
determines that the NDP 
cannot win. They deserve 
to be defeated. 

have cut taxes by more 
than $100 billion, paid 
down the debt by some 
$63 billion, ratified the 
Kyoto Accord on global 
warming and refused to 
send our troops to die in 
Iraq.

While upwards of $100 
million may have been 
lost in the 10-year spon-
sorship program, keep in 
mind that the portion of 

the national debt created 
by the last Conservative 
government is still cost-
ing our treasury in ex-
cess of  $20 billion every 
year. It seems to me that 
this is quite a difference.

Yes, the records of the 
two parties are quite 
clear. Harper should real-
ize that Canadians are too 
smart to elect the Conser-
vative Party. Take your 
scowl somewhere else.

Mark Johnson
Elmira
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B&B operation a go Woolwich to set slate of fees and chargesNew block of homes planned for Breslau subdivision
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Heartburn has never 
been attacked the way 
naturopathic doctor 
Jen Forristal attacks 

the acidic ailment. 
The Conestogo woman uses 

a barrage of treatments that 
don’t include chalky pills or 
bubble-gum pink drinks.

First she assess her clients 
physically, mentally and emo-
tionally before prescribing 
digestive enzymes, pro-biotics 
and natural demulcents from 
her medical cabinet.

Each client is different and re-
quires different treatments, but 
Forristal sees a lot of heartburn 
clients.

Her Waterloo office caters to 
pregnant woman with active ba-
bies kicking up stomach acids. 

Perinatal services – the health 
and well-being of mothers and 
infants before, during and after 
the birth – is Forristal’s special-
ization at The Roberts Centre of 
Integrative Medicine. 

“I see patients ranging from 
birth to the elderly, but that 
would be my area of focus.” 

The naturopathic doctor sees 
many clients who want to have 
a drug-free pregnancy and are 
looking for natural ways to pro-
ceed.

Heartburn is one of the prena-
tal issues Forristal has to help 
her pregnant clients contend 
with. She’s also helps in the de-

Putting the natural in childbirth
Conestogo’s Jen Forristal’s naturopathic clinic focuses on perinatal care
livery room. 

“I do everything for coaching, 
acupuncture, homeopathy, dur-
ing the birth to help with the 
smooth progression of the la-
bour,” said Forristal. “It works 
with everything from speeding 
it up, slowing it down depending 
on what you need done.”

A woman’s labour can be a 
difficult time for her partner as 
well. Forristal’s role also entails 
ensuring the partner knows 
what to do during the birth and 
that they’re supportive in a way 
that’s helpful to the woman.

“It’s kind of like having a third 
party who’s not emotionally in-
volved,” she told the Observer.

Born and raised in Conestogo, 
Forristal attended the only ac-
credited naturopathic college in 
Canada, the Canadian College 
of Naturopathic Medicine in To-
ronto.

“My mum has always been 
kind of the local witch doctor,” 
laughed Forristal. “She’s been 
into this kind of thing our entire 
lives.” 

Once she graduated, she named 
her business The Roberts Centre 
after her grandfather.

College is where she met her 
fiancé and the centre’s other 
naturopathic doctor, Aaron Sa-
manta.

He specializes in corporate 
health, devising employee well-
ness programs, which tests and 
tracks employees health on an 
interactive Web site which al-
lows them to track their eating 

habits, activity level and emo-
tions over weeks and months.

Samanta’s program offers 
group or one-on-one seminars 
to improve nutrition and fitness 
levels.  

Originally from Toronto, Sa-
manta is making the transition 
from working at a fitness club 
there to the naturopathic cen-
tre on University Avenue. 

With two full-time and one 

part-time naturopathic doctors 
and a chiropractor on staff, the 
centre can offer something for 
any condition whether this is 
an alternative to the flu shot, as-
sisting autistic people or cancer 
patients, said Forristal.

“We learn the same basic di-
agnostic skills that you would 
learn in medical school, like 
basic exam, history … but we 
treat with, primarily, nutrition, 
lifestyle counseling, botanical 
medicine, Chinese medicine, 
homeopathy, so we have quite a 
few different natural tools.

“It’s kind of the general practi-
tioner of alternative medicine.”

Living a healthy lifestyle is 
one of the big factors promoted 
by the centre. Forristal and her 
staff educate people on healthy 
living, health eating and en-
courage a healthy community. 

“We’re looking at treating the 
causes of the disease and not 
suppressing the symptoms.”

The centre also offers a wide 
range of health-promoting 
classes which Forristal consid-
ers an alternative to conven-
tional exercise.

“We want to embrace all the 
elements of health,” said For-
ristal. “We’re trying to get 
people interested in different 
things and finding ways that 
people can exercise and im-
prove their strength and still 
enjoy the process. A lot of peo-
ple don’t necessarily enjoy go-
ing to the gym, but learning a 
new skill.” 

DESIREE FINHERT

A Conestogo-area couple got the nod from Woolwich council this week 
to run a four-bedroom bed and breakfast operation from their home at 
404 Country Squire Rd. The decision came despite neighbours’ objec-
tions, based on concerns about traffic and noise.

The visit to council was short and sweet for planners involved with the 
Thomasfield  subdivision in Breslau: a Dec. 6 public meeting to slightly alter 
the plan saw no one come forward. With the MTO having released a por-
tion of land adjacent to Hwy. 7, a new block of homes is planned.

While not flush with condominium developments, Woolwich is looking 
to plug a hole in its planning fees and charges. The township plans to 
implement a $700 charge for condo applications; it currently does not 
collect a fee. A new schedule of rates will be discussed Dec. 13. 

NATURAL LIVING Naturopathic doctors Jen Forristal and Aaron Samanta are 
passionate about healthy living and promote it at Forristal’s business the Roberts 
Centre of Integrative Medicine.
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Lunney gets a nod from the league Midget A/E squad takes two of three OHA picks from the Mid-Western Jr. B
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local efforts paid off in 
spades during last week-
end’s Hericane’s Hockey 
Tournament. Twin Cen-

tre’s Bantam LL squad brought 
home the gold, while their Atom 
‘C’ counterparts earned a silver 
finish; sitting atop the latter divi-
sion was the Woolwich Wild.

The two-day tournament saw 
10 girls’ teams gather at Welles-
ley Township’s two arenas; six 
battling for Bantam supremacy, 
while four challenged for the 
Atom crown.

“It was a nice finish coming in 

Hericanes take two 
medals at tournament

Woolwich Wild racked up 21.5 points to skate away with Atom gold
first in the tournament,” com-
mented John Miltenburg, coach 
of the Bantam Hericanes. The 
team played “awesome” through 
each of their games and are cur-
rently undefeated in regular sea-
son play. 

“They always play like a team, 
a true team, and that’s hard to 
beat.”

On their quest for gold, Milten-
burg’s squad tied 1-1 with Kitch-
ener, beat Cambridge 2-1 and 
downed Woolwich 1-0, earning 
Twin Centre 18.5 points (based 
on their per-period performance, 
as well as game results). 

Woolwich finished with a 1-2 re-
cord and 12 points – enough for 

four-place in the standings. They 
handed Flamborough a 5-0 loss 
before losing out to Stratford (4-
2) and Twin Centre.

The last Bantam game pitted 
Stratford against Kitchener, with 
a medal on the line. Stratford 
came out on the winning side of 
a 2-1 final, which kept Kitchener 
from taking Twin Centre’s gold. 
Silver medals went to Stratford.

“They were all together cheer-
ing for Stratford,” Miltenburg 
said of his team.

With a 2-0-1 record, the Wool-
wich Wild claimed the top spot 
in the Atom ‘C’ division. They got 
things rolling with a 3-0 win over 

▼ See LOCAL page 13

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fourteen seconds 
back from the lead 
runner, St. Clements 

resident Tarah McKay 
earned a bronze medal 
from the Canadian Cross 
Country Championship 
last Saturday (Dec. 3). 
The strong finish in Van-
couver also earned her a 
spot on the national team, 
which will challenge rac-
ers from across the globe 
this April.

“I’m thrilled for her. That 
was wonderful. She had 
a real-tough three weeks 
leading up to this, where 
she hadn’t been running 
up to her stature. She had 
been running tired,” said 
Peter Grinbergs, McKay’s 
coach with the Tri City 
Track Club. Her condition 
seemed to improve in the 
days before the nationals, 
he added. “It started slow-
ly clearing up. You could 
see there was a bit more in 
her step.”

“I was very pleased and 
surprised with my third 
place finish,” the medal-
list commented. “I real-
ized from this race that if 
you have done the train-
ing, your results can go 
either way depending on 
how you are feeling on the 
day of the race.”

With a time of 17:43, 
McKay finished the five-
kilometre race third of 
146 Junior Woman run-
ners. Her time was bested 
by Brampton’s Kate Van 
Buskirk (17:28) and Anita 
Campbell (17:37) of Ab-
botsford, British Colum-
bia.

Tarah McKay 
wins bronze at 

nationals
St. Clements cross-country runner to 

take part in her third global competition

She was one of five run-
ners to break away from 
the pack early on, Grin-
bergs explained. As the 
race continued, some of 
those runners also fell 
back – McKay managed 
to maintain her position, 
even closing the gap be-
tween herself and Camp-
bell.

“I was just tickled pink 
that she felt good, had a 
little bit left at the end and 
ran to a fairly easy third-
place finish. I was really 
happy for her,” he told the 
Observer. “Tarah handled 
it well. She could pick it up 
at the end and solidify her 
position. That worked out 
really well. 

“It’s been a real difficult 
struggle for her and she 
put it together well. She 
has a lot of experience – I 
suspect that’s what came 
through.”

This was McKay’s third 
consecutive year on na-
tional cross-country po-
dium. In 2003 she brought 
home a gold, followed by a 
silver finish last year.

“That’s three years in 
▼ See MCKAY page 14

TARAH MCKAY

RICHARD VIVIAN

The top hockey player in the province last month hails from the Mid-West-
ern Junior B league. This week, the Ontario Hockey Association named 
Cambridge Winter Hawk Cameron Watson it’s November favourite. Wat-
son landed 20 points throughout the month, including nine goals.

For his 10-point weekend Nov. 25 to 27, Elmira Sugar King John Lunney 
was named the Mid-Western Junior B player of the week. The forward 
recorded four points against Stratford, another four points versus Oran-
geville and added a pair more when Listowel arrived in town.

A DOMINATING PRESENCE The Woolwich Wild Atom squad – including Emma Leger (left) – brought home gold medals from last 
weekend’s Hericanes Hockey Tournament. Twin Centre’s Jennifer Norris (right) moves to take the puck as Leger charges.

The Woolwich Wildcats Midget A/E team won two out of their three 
matches at the Meaford Minor Hockey Tournament Dec. 3 and 4. The Wild-
cats won 3-2 over Owen Sound and shutout Beaver Valley 2-0, but were 
defeated 4-3 in overtime by Manvers.
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Lending a helping hand during the Christmas rush

Dominators trounce Elmira 9-5
“They gave us an old-fashioned butt whooping tonight,” says coach East

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Visiting Elmira 
last Sunday 
(Dec. 4), the 
Guelph Domi-

nators lived up to their 
name. They led the Sugar 
Kings by five goals at the 
end of the second period 
and held on to win on the 
upside of a 9-5 finish.

“They’re a good team 
and they were playing 
short-handed tonight – 
full credit to them. They 
gave us an old-fashioned 
butt whooping tonight,” 
Elmira coach John East 
said after the game. 
“They sure didn’t have 
a hard time finding the 
back of our net. We’ve 
got to do a better job of 
keeping the pucks out of 
our net if we expect to 
win.”

The loss came after a 3-1 
road win for Elmira two 
days prior. Three second-
period power play goals 
were too much for Owen 
Sound to overcome. 
Scorers include Tyler 
Brenner (from John Lun-
ney and Tyler Soehner), 
Dane Dobbie and Lunney. 
Chad Swatzentruber add-
ed a pair of assists on the 
final two goals; Brenner 
and Brock Zinken each 
had one.

“It’s always good to win 
up in Owen Sound. It’s 
a tough rink to win in, 
so we were glad to get 
out of there with the two 
points,” East comment-
ed.

The hit-and-miss week-
end dropped Elmira to 
third place in the Mid-
Western Junior B league. 
Brantford posted two 
wins – allowing them 
to leapfrog the Kings by 
raising their point to-
tal to 37, one more than 
Elmira. 

Cambridge continues to 
dominate the league with 
49 points. The Winter 
Hawks recorded two wins 
and a loss last weekend, 
the latter at the hands of 
Brantford.

While it didn’t last long, 
Elmira held a short-lived 
lead over Guelph last 
Sunday. Matt Rennie 
sent one overtop of visit-
ing netminder Mitchell 
Stevenson less than two 
minutes into the game. 
Helpers went to Adam 
Love and Alex Sharpe. 

Eleven seconds later, 
the Dominators started 
to show their strength; 
Justin Noale (from Den-
ver Manderson) planted 
the puck behind Elmira’s 
Blake Scherer. Guelph 
landed on the scoreboard 
three more times before 

the Kings responded.
Taking the lead at 14:35 

Guelph’s Spencer Jezegou 
landed a power play goal; 
assisting were Josh Tay-
lor and John Quarrie. At 
6:03, a Matt Velten goal 
doubled their lead – his 
first of four goals on the 
night. Vic Schlueter and 
Chris Leveille pitched in 
on that one.

Guelph’s first-period 
scoring continued with 
a marker from Todd Coo-

per (from Richard Horns-
eth and Jacob Smith) at 
3:40.

Reclaiming one of those 
goals before the buzzer 
was Elmira’s Dan Rhame. 
He found the back of the 
net at 3:18, with help from 
Ryan Zehr.

Second period went pret-
ty much the same. Guelph 
continued to rack up an 
insurmountable lead as 
Elmira struggled to gain 
composure. The score-

board beating got under-
way again at 12:03, when 
Valten skated in, unas-
sisted and shorthanded, 
to slip one past Scherer. 
He returned for goals at 
9:57 and 5:18, both with a 
man advantage. Assists 
went to Jezegou, Mander-
son and Hornseth.

With 1:34 remaining 
in the second, Hornseth 
dented Elmira’s twine, 
aided by Smith and Coo-
per.

Elmira’s sole goal of 
the period came at 13:31, 
when Soehner (from 
Swartzentruber and 
Zinken) planted one deep 
on Stevenson.

In the final frame, the 
Kings managed to claw 
back a couple of goals, but 
couldn’t bring the game 
within reach. And not be-
fore Guelph planted one 
more behind netminder 
Trevor Van Wyck, who 
took over between the 
hometown pipes midway 
through the second pe-
riod.

Putting a power play 
to work, Quarrie (from 
Smith and Hornseth) 
hammered the final nail 
in Elmira’s coffin with 
10:11 on the clock.

The Kings’ final two 
goals came from Soehner 
at 8:41 and Swartzentru-
ber at 6:09. Swartzentru-
ber picked up an assist 
for the Soehner tally, 
while Zehr pitched in for 
the final marker.

Elmira faced off in Lis-
towel last night (Dec. 
9); game results weren’t 
known at press time. 
This evening, Elmira 
heads off to challenge 
Cambridge. Rounding 
out the weekend, the 
Golden Eagles swoop 
into town tomorrow for a 
7 p.m. face-off.

Local girls put on strong display at tournament
Continued from page 12

their hosts, Twin Centre, 
followed by a 6-0 victory 
over Cambridge. In their 
third and final match-
up, Woolwich played 
Stratford to a 1-1 tie.

“They’ve been com-
ing out really hard and 
strong. They’ve just been 
playing really good as a 

team. We’re getting the 
three lines going every 
shift and it’s just been a 
lot of fun watching them,” 
coach Quintin Schwartz-
entruber told the Observ-
er.

“They had to work for 
everything, for every 
game. … They all could 
have gone either way. I 

think for the first couple, 
we just kept firing the 
puck on the net and that 
was the big difference.

“Our defence has been 
strong all year,” he said, 
noting the two shutout 
victories.

With particularly strong 
performances in their 
first two games, they only 

had to leave the ice with a 
point facing Stratford.

“After the first period, 
the coaches knew for 
sure we had it because 
it was 1-1. But we didn’t 
tell the girls; sometimes 
the less they know the 
better,” the coach said. 
“We wanted to try to go 
out with three wins, but 

Stratford wasn’t going to 
give it to us.”

Silver medals went to 
the Atom ‘C’ Hericanes, 
who earned a pair of 
wins during their sched-
ule. Twin Centre downed 
Stratford 3-0 and shut out 
Cambridge 1-0.

“I’ve very proud of the 
girls,” coach Chris Van 

Bargen said, pointing 
to the victory over Cam-
bridge as a sign of their 
ability. Twin Centre is 
a ‘C’ centre, while Cam-
bridge is a ‘B.’ 

“It was a defensive 
game, but we did have 
pressure on their goalie. 
We were in their end the 
majority of the time.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

Last year, just about 
this time, I was in 
my favourite sport-

ing goods store when I 
realized that it was even 
more crowded than usu-
al. The place was crawl-
ing with little people and 
women – not the usual 
types either, these ones 
were dressed in frills, 
with nothing in the way 
of camouflage accesso-
ries. 

“What in blazes is going 
on?” I mumbled to one of 
the friendly sales staff, 
who was more frazzled 
than usual. This was 
evidenced by the furious 
way in which jaw and 
teeth worked over that 
big plug of tobacco.

“Christmas rush,” 
Charlene said, demurely, 
while nailing the spit-

toon that one of the ladies 
was examining, possibly 
for purchase. If she had 
just hit in on the inside 
I believe she might have 
made the sale, too. Given 
the circumstances, she 
could be forgiven – after 
all, it was a left to right 
crossing shot.

As I watched the mob 
assail her, asking wheth-
er this or that suited the 
sportsman in their lives 
or seeking suggestions 
on gift ideas, it occurred 
to me that perhaps I 
could exercise the spirit 
of the season and help my 
old friend out a bit. After 
all, I hated to see anyone 
in a shooting slump.

I stepped in front of a big 
matronly woman as she 
made an end run around 
three sixth-graders. 

“Can I help you?” I 
asked.

“You work here?” she 
asked suspiciously.

“Just for today,” I replied 
with a friendly smile. 

It turned out that she was 
the wife of One-toothed 
Bill from Pismire Lake 
and, since Bill was the 
man who had everything, 
she wanted to know what 
to get him. She was right; 
aside from teeth and a 
skinny wife, Bill did have 
everything, but it was 
mostly borrowed from 
other folks. Though we 
just met last year, he was 
already into me for a min-

now bucket and an auger.
Naturally, I advised her 

to buy these two things, 
knowing that he’d need 
them as soon as I caught 
up to him. And so, it went. 
I’d meet the spouses or 
kids of men I knew from 
the woods, marshes, or 
waters. Unerringly, I’d 
advised them either to 
buy the things that I 
was about to reclaim, or 
things I was hoping to 
borrow.

Charlene was actually 
quite impressed by my 
sales skills. “Seems like 
you know just what these 
people need.”

She was right, too. By 
virtue of knowing these 
guys, I also knew what 
they required. In fact, 
the only thing the shop 
didn’t have that all of 
them needed was a bible 
to swear on before they 
started telling hunt-
ing and fishing stories.  
Which was probably a 
good thing – the good 
book shouldn’t have to 
take that much abuse.

But when the wife of 
my ice fishing nemesis 
walked in the door, I 
must admit I quickly lost 
the Christmas spirit. 

“Butch?” I began. “Well, 
Trudy, every time he 
comes over to my ice hut 
in January, he laments 
that he doesn’t know how 
to dance.”

“Really?”she asked.

“I believe his interests 
lie in ballroom or inter-
pretive dance.”

“So you don’t think I 
should get him any of 
these gizmos. He says he 
needs a new auger.”

“Heck, One-toothed Bill 
just got a new one, I’m 
sure he wouldn’t mind 
lending it every now and 
then …”

Unfortunately, Trudy 
and my wife got to talk-
ing at the bank soon af-
ter. She told my wife how 
enthusiastically I spoke 
of dance lessons – actu-
ally thought it was cute.

Now I realize it wasn’t 
exactly a kind thing to 
do. And I felt bad about 
it for most of that winter 
– as was ably expressed 
in the choreography of 
my jazz routine …

LEADING THE CHARGE Elmira’s Tyler Brenner, Chad Swartzentruber and others rush past the Guelph 
defences as they head for the net last Sunday.
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE MAJOR
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 2 Brampton 1
Goals: Grant Kernick, Matthew 
Leger
Assists: Alex Uttley
DEC. 5
• Woolwich 1 Brampton 6
Goals: Kelby Martin

ATOM MINOR
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 5 Guelph 1
Goals: Alex Uttley, Brady Erb, 
Adrian Gillies, Bo Urdil, Alex 
MacLean
Assists: Ryan Schinker (2), 
Adrian Gillies, Mackenzie 
Shantz, Brady Erb, Alex Uttley, 
Bo Urdil, Owen Griffiths
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 12 Dundas 0
Goals: Jordan King (4), Ryan 
Schinker (2), Alex MacLean (2), 
Matt Lair, Tristen White, Brady 
Erb, Owen Griffiths
Assists: Mackenzie Shantz (3), 
Jordan King (2), Ryan Schinker, 
Matt Lair, Owen Griffiths, Bo 
Urdil, Tristen White
Quade Hunter Rhodes and 
Keaton Weiss shared the 
shutout

DEC. 7
• Woolwich 4 Hespeler 0
Goals: Mackenzie Shantz, 
Adrian Gilles, Ryan Schinker, 
Jordan King
Assists: Jordan King, Mackenzie 
Shantz, Ryan Schinker

PEEWEE MINOR
DEC. 1
• Woolwich 4 Burlington 2
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Justin 
Schlupp, Ryan Ament
Assists: Shane Young, Ryan 
Ament, Logan White
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 3 Guelph 2
Goals: Patrick Quinn (2), Brayden 
Stevens
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 2 Dundas 4
Goals: Logan White, Patrick 
Quinn
Assists: Ryan Ament (2), Logan 
White

BANTAM MINOR
NOV. 25
• Woolwich 5 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Luke Baleshta (2), Kyle 
Uttley, Jon Weber, Michael 
Cameron
Assists: Michael Cameron, Jake 
Radcliffe, Jon Weber, Andrew 
Moore, R.J. Good, Devon 
Wagner

NOV. 27
• Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Brandon Stuebing (2), 
Michael Cameron, Josh Wade
Assists: Jon Weber, Michael 
Cameron, R.J. Good, Matt 
Dumart

MIDGET MAJOR
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 1 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Brad Shantz
Assists: Eric Reid
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 4 Erin/Hillsburgh 3
Goals: Cortney Wilson, Eric 
Reid, Brett Van Gerwen, Dustin 
Martin
Assists: Brandon Rilling (2), 
Eric Reid (2), Cortney Wilson, 
Brett Van Gerwen
DEC.6
• Woolwich 8 Acton 1
Goals: Drew Barton (2), Dustin 
Martin (2), Brett Van Gerwen, 
Brent Oliver, Cortney Wilson, 
Kellen Bolger
Assists: Dustin Martin (2), Drew 
Barton, Brett Van Gerwen, Kellen 
Bolger, Eric Reid, Brandon Rilling, 
Mike Dunn, Ryan Pfisterer, Mark 
Morlock

MIDGET MINOR
Barrie Tournament
Dec. 2 to 4

DEC. 2
• Woolwich 2 Thorold 7
Goals: Brian Kron, Jarred Parent
Assists: Ben Martin, Travis 
Angle
DEC. 3
• Woolwich 6 Richmond Hill 2
Goals: Brock Shoemaker (2), 
Caleb Redekop, Jarred Parent, 
Rob Hinschberger, Brian Kron
Assists: Jarred Parent (2), Brock 
Shoemaker (2), Rob Hinschberger 
(2), Caleb Redekop (2), Mark 
Paisley, Brian Kron, Damien 
Parent
• Woolwich 3 Windsor 2
Goals: Rob Hinschberger, Brock 
Shoemaker, Dan Huber
Assists: Brock Shoemaker, Jarred 
Parent, Cody Bates
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 3 Niagara-On-The-
Lake 2
Goals: Brock Shoemaker, Damien 
Parent, Brian Kron
Assists: Jarred Parent, Rob 
Hinschberger, Cody Bates, Dan 
Huber, Caleb Redekop
• Woolwich 2 Thorold 3
Goals: Caleb Redekop, Rob 
Hinscherber
Assists: Jarred Parent, Caleb 
Redekop

MIDGET AE
DEC. 1
• Woolwich 1 Georgetown 4
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre
Assists: Mike Boucher

Meaford Tournament
Dec. 2 – 3
• Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Blaine Cressman (2), Kyle 
Frede
Assists: Mike Boucher, 
Jonathan MacIntyre
• Woolwich 2 Beaver Valley 0
Goals: Corey Martin, Blaine 
Cressman
Assists: Blaine Cressman, 
Trevor Thompson, Shane 
McTavish
Andrew Grant recorded the 
shutout
• Woolwich 3 Manvers 4
Goals: Corey Martin, Jonathan 
MacIntyre, Blaine Cressman
Assists: Blaine Cressman, 
Trevor Thompson, Mike Boucher, 
Kyle Frede, Ryan Mann, Steve 
Bauman

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
NOV.30
• Twin Centre 0 Cambridge 4
DEC. 3
• Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Three 
2
Goals: Carly Bender
Assists: Cassidy Pearce

ATOM LL
NOV. 30
• Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Two 3
Goals: Lisa Guenther
Assists: Jayme Marshall

MIDGET C
DEC. 5
• Twin Centre 5 Cambridge 1
Goals: Emma Greer (2), Sarah 
Runstedler, Kaytlin Uberig, 
Kendra Schnurr
Assists: Holly Ogram (2), 
Kendra Schnurr (2), Meggy 
McTavish, Toni Di Benedetto, 
Emma Greer, Kirstie Taves

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 7 Waterloo 5
Goals: Michelle Conlon (3), 
Meghan O’Hara (2), Shelley 
Shantz, Andrea Mitchell
Assists: Andrea Mitchell 
(3), Jasmin Fritz (2), Meghan 
O’Hara, Michelle Conlon, Kelly 
Barnes

JUNIOR
NOV. 30
• Woolwich 0 Waterloo One 4

BELLE
DEC. 4
• Woolwich 2 Guelph 4
Goals: Gillian Primeau, Megan 
Lee
Assists: Jessica Conlon (2), 
Jillian Pashar

GOT SCORES?
We want them. Call 669-5790 
x102 to get your Score Sheets.

a row she’s done this. 
That’s a pretty lofty 
achievement,” her coach 
suggested.

Joining the national 
team, this will also be 
the high school senior’s 
third straight year com-
peting at the Internation-
al Association of Athletic 
Federations World Cross 
Country Championships. 
The event runs April 1-2 
in Fukuoka, Japan.

“I am very excited to 
have the opportunity to 

McKay prepares for 
third year of national 

level competition
participate in the [world 
championships] again 
this year. … [I] will be 
working hard in the next 
few months with [the] Tri 
City Track Club to pre-
pare for them. However, 
for the next few weeks, I 
plan to do less intensive 
training so I can recover 
from a busy season,” she 
said.

In her first outing at the 
world championships, 
McKay finished 75th. The 
next year she crossed in 
65th place.

Continued from page 12

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Taking time out 
from the Heri-
cane’s Hockey 

Tournament last week-
end, Twin Centre Girls 
Minor Hockey honoured 
one of its own and cel-
ebrated the life of a 
former executive mem-
ber. Before the Bantam 
medals were handed out 
Saturday afternoon, of-
ficials announced the 
winner of the first-ever 
John Sheridan memorial 
trophy: Melissa Kaleta.

The defenceman was 
chosen by association 
coaches as the Bantam 
player from last season 
that showed enthusiasm 
and dedication to the 
game. Players from both 
the local league and rep 
squads were eligible; Me-
lissa was and is on the 
rep team.

“There were six coaches 
and we all put in some 
names that we thought 
were candidates,” ex-
plained Bantam rep coach 
Bernie Howorth, who in-
troduced the award. “We 
all voted and she was 
the winner based on her 
commitment, dedication, 
and inspirational-type 
play that she displayed 
throughout the year.

 “She’s a very deserving 

And the inaugural 
award goes to …
Melissa Kaleta chosen to receive the John Sheridan memorial trophy

recipient.” 
The trophy – to be hand-

ed out annually – was 
donated by the late John 
Sheridan’s wife, Rose-
anne, and family. He was 
a past member of the as-
sociation who was often 
found in the stands tak-
ing in games, particular-
ly those of their daughter, 
Monica, who finished at 
the Bantam level.

That, explained Ho-
worth, is why the award 
is presented to a Bantam 

player. John Sheridan 
passed away earlier this 
year.

“I feel so honoured and 
I’m so thankful. I’m real-
ly happy,” Melissa Kaleta 
said after accepting the 
award, which included 
an inscribed trophy to be 
kept by the association 
and a smaller one for her 
to take home. “I had no 
clue what it was about – it 
was a shock.

“I was helping out for 
community hours in the 

kitchen,” she said of why 
she was even present for 
the ceremony, referenc-
ing the volunteer hours 
necessary to graduate 
high school.

Kaleta has been playing 
girls hockey for five years 
now. In addition to being 
on the Hericanes, she’s 
also on the Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School 
squad.

“I’ve loved playing 
hockey. It’s really fun,” 
she added.

AN INSPIRATIONAL EFFORT Twin Centre Girls Minor Hockey player Melissa Kaleta was chosen as the 
first recipient of the John Sheridan memorial trophy for her hard work with the Bantam rep team last 
season.

MEDAL PERFORMANCE Two weeks before heading off to the 
Canadian Cross-Country Championships last weekend, runner Tarah 
McKay claimed fourth place at the Ontario Track and Field Association 
championships in Woodstock. SUBMITTED PHOTO

RICHARD VIVIAN
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WRAPPING IT UP 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

EDSS this week put 
its own spin on that 
other Canadian on-

ice pastime, launching 
Lancerspiel on Dec. 7.

The high school’s per-
sonal twist on the bon-
spiel brought together 
four schools in Water-
loo Region for an all-
day event. The friendly 
tournament provided 
a chance for teams to 
hone their skills in three 
matches.

Elmira coach Doug 
Thomas said his team 
practices once a week, 
which limits players’ ex-
perience.

“If we give them three 
games in one day, it 
seems to improve their 
skill set quite a bit,” he 
said prior to the event. 
“I think it gets more in-
tense. They’re going to 
curl repetitively over the 
day.”

In the spirit of learning 
and improving skills, 
the match is open to 
mixed teams instead of 
the regimented teams 
that the schools used for 
more competitive tourna-
ments. 

By day’s end, the EDSS 
green team placed third 

EDSS home to Lancerspiel 
Curlers from four high schools hone their skills at Elmira club

with 35.25 points, behind 
Sir John A. Macdonald 
Secondary School’s navy 
team with 50 points and 
Bluevale Collegiate In-
stitute’s white team with 
37.75.

“Curling scores are 
strange in that you can 
have a lot of rocks in the 
ring … and it just hap-
pens that if yours aren’t 
the two closest ones 
you lose that end by two 
points,” said Thomas. 
“It’s a game of very small 

margins of error. A rock 
placed a few centimeters 
one way or the other can 
make a difference in 
score. But what I’m see-
ing is that they’re much 
more consistent in their 
delivery form. They’re 
fi guring out sweeping 
much better.”

Sir John A.’s light blue 
team came in fourth with 
a score of 34.25 

“We had really tight 
score for that second, 
third and fourth place,” 

said Thomas, remarking 
it was a good day of curl-
ing. 

“They got a good chance 
to play three solid games 
together and that will 
really develop their 
skills.”

BCI’s burgundy team 
scored 23, Grand River 
Collegiate Institute’s blue 
team scored 20.05, EDSS’s 
silver team scored 18 and 
GRCI’s gold team scored 
7.

At the end of the match-
es winners approached 
the prize table laden with 
curling-related and non-
curling related items.

“The idea is that every 
student gets to go to the 
prize table and get some-
thing out of the day. We 
have curling brooms for 
them, so theoretically 
the top teams will be 
able to get a new curling 
broom.” 

The Elmira Curling 
Club also received a gift 
from the school – a com-
munity contribution 
plaque for supporting 
Lancer activities.

Thomas is currently 
coaching a newly fash-
ioned girls’ squad, which 
played as the silver team 
during the tournament, 
and new players on the 
boys’ team.

DESIREE FINHERT

DESIREE FINHERT

DESIREE FINHERT

SHOUT IT OUT EDSS curling skip Andrew Dickson calls out to his 
teammates at the Lancerspeil tournament at the Elmira Curling Club, 
Dec. 7.

SPIKE THAT EDSS volleyball co-captain Julie Allison spikes the 
ball in an exhibition match-up against Norwell District Secondary 
School Dec. 5.  

A LONG WAY 
UP EDSS junior 
boys’ basketball 
player Dave 
Campbell tries 
for the block as 
a Jacob Hespeler 
player goes to 
the net in game 
action Dec. 6. 
at the Elmira 
high school. The 
Lancers won 28-
25.

TAKING IT TO THE NET

REACH 
FOR THE
TOP
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Three hand-crafted boxes come in graduated sizes that nest inside each other. All nesting boxes have inner 
trays with dividers that are acid-free. This ensures that your treasures are protected for years to come.

QUALITY NESTING BOXES AT ELMIRA GIFT OUTLET

think inside the b x

Also Available • Boxed Mug Sets • Scrapbooking Boxes 
Sewing Boxes •  Shoe Boxes • Recipe Boxes

BOXED MUG SETS

NOW
$7.50

Reg.
$19.99

NOW
$19.99

Reg.
$40.00

NESTING BOXES
RECIPE
 BOXES
NOW
$9.99
Reg. $25.00

EASY TO BUY!
EASY TO USE!

COLLECT ESSO EXTRA POINTS AND REDEEM
FOR FREE CAR WASHES AND OTHER REWARDS.

Good for everything ESSO at 1100 locations across Canada.

DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA • 669-2015

HOURS: MON-FRI 8-9
SAT 8-7 • SUN 9-7

ESSO GIFT CARDS 
ARE HERE!

$10, $25, $50 & 
$100 AMOUNTS

Owned & Operated by

LG 6200
$29*

Sanyo 2300
$0*

Nokia 2125i
$0*

Samsung a860
$29*

LG 3300
$0*

mp3
(Digital Only)

LG 325
$49*

Motorola E815
$99*

Kitchener
800 Victoria St. N.Unit 2

519-579-2252

For more information 
call or visit us today!

Winter Fun
starting at $0*

Waterloo
94 Bridgeport Rd. E.

519-725-2570

*Baka Wireless exclusive offer valid in Bell Mobility territories for NEW ACTIVATIONS, on a 36-month term contract on the Corporate PCS or Preferred Voice Rate
Plan only; advertised price instant Bell Mobility rebate. Long distances and applicable taxes are extra.  Offer expires December 31, 2005. All prices, products
and offers are subject to change and/or cancellation without prior notice. All items may not be exactly as shown. 10-4 is a trade mark of Bell Canada.
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PUTTING A WRAP 
ON CHRISTMAS
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DREAMING OF A 
GREEN CHRISTMAS?

DREAMING OF A 
GREEN CHRISTMAS?

ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON
N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

SEE US FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF CLOTHING, HATS & TOYS
• WITH FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU •

OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON
L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 N.
Listowel, ON
N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

MOUNT FOREST
Rural Route #3
Mt. Forest, ON
N0G 2L0
519-323-1340
1-800-901-8312

SHELBURNE
732 Steeles St.
Shelburne, ON
L0N 1S4
519-925-1481
1-866-925-2944

SHOP ONLINE AT: www.elmirafarmservice.com

3020 WITH LOADER
Key Series Precision #3

8530 TRACTOR
Collector Edition

TOYS STARTING 
AS LOW AS
$2.99

Plus

COMING SOON 6-VOLT E TRACTOR
with Lights and Sounds
• Ages 2-4
• Rechargeable battery powered
• Battery & recharged included
• 2-mph on hard surfaces
• foot pedal on-off switch
• Automatic brakes
• Large adjustable seats
• Electronic tractor sounds: key for 
diesel starting & engine, push buttons 
for horn, sounds and blinking lights

$169.99

$169.99

$113.99



RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For the fi rst time this 
season, the Welles-
ley Applejacks post-

ed a tie. After disman-
tling Ayr 8-2 Dec. 1 and 
handing Langton a 6-0 
thrashing last Saturday, 
the local squad battled to 
a 3-3 fi nish in Port Dover.

“I thought the boys 
played fairly well,” com-
mented coach Chip Seil-
ing. “The next couple 
weeks we’re coming into 
the tougher part of our 
schedule and we’re really 
looking forward to seeing 
where we stand.

“We’ve had consecutive 
wins this year and what-
not, but we have yet to put 
consecutive wins against 
the top teams.”

The three-game perfor-
mance netted Wellesley 
fi ve points in the Junior 
Development League 
standings, helping so-
lidify their lead. With 
38 points on the season, 
Wellesley’s closest com-
petitor is Delhi – six 
points back. Lambeth 
holds the number-three 
spot with 30 points.

In Ayr, the Applejacks 
posted a 3-1 lead in the 
fi rst 20 minutes. Tyler 
McKelvey planted the 
fi rst two, with assists go-

Five points on the week for Wellesley
Applejacks trounce Ayr and Langton, tie Port Dover

ing to Pat Doyle and Scott 
Hustwitt respectively. 
The third was a power 
play marker from Doyle. 
Shane Cicchine and Hus-
twitt provided the help-
ers.

Hustwitt and Doyle each 
found the back of the net 
in the second, sending 
Wellesley into the second 
intermission with a 5-2 

advantage. Assists went 
to Scott Litt and Scott 
Hanley respectively.

And the goals didn’t stop 
there. Hustwitt nailed 
his second goal of the 
– it was fi ve-point game 
for him overall – mid-
way through the third, 
thanks in part to Doyle 
and McKelvey.

Doyle fi nished with six 

points of his own, after 
pitching in on goals from 
Matt Miller and Litt as 
the clock ticked down. By 
the time it was over, Ayr 
sat on the down side of an 
8-2 fi nish.

With home-ice advan-
tage two days later, the 
Jacks sealed the fate of 
Langton in a similar 
fashion. They shutout 

the visitors and planted 
three in each of the fi rst 
two frames.

“We had a short bench 
and the boys just came 
out and played the way 
we asked them to play. 
They stayed focused,” 
Seiling told the Observer. 
“Though the game was 
closer than the score 
would tell.”

The fi rst trio of goals 
came from the sticks of 
McKelvey, Cicchine and 
Blake Martin, the latter 
on a power play. Martin 
also got a point for as-
sisting on the Cicchine 
tally. Other assists went 
to Doyle, Patrick Shantz, 
McKelvey and Justin 
Bremner.

Second period scoring 
was provided by Brock 
Gerber and Sean Ryan, 
who dented the visitors’ 
twine twice to close 6-0 
game. Hustwitt and Cic-
chine each added two 
assists; one each went to 
Mitchell Good and Brem-
ner.

Andrew Brown record-
ed the shutout.

Unable to carry that 
momentum to the score-
board in Port Dover last 
Sunday, Wellesley was 
forced to settle for a tie. 
The Sailors took com-
mand of the game in the 
opening period, but not 

before the Jacks enjoyed 
a two-goal lead.

In quick succession 
midway through the 
frame Darryl Randall 
and Cicchine beat Port 
Dover netminder Tyler 
Kannawin. Dan Berwick 
assisted on both; Richard 
Shantz also pitched in on 
Cicchine’s tally.

“We carried the momen-
tum for most of the game. 
The boys had lots of 
chances, we just couldn’t 
get it by their goaltender. 
He played it really well,” 
the coach said. We had 
two fi ve-minute lapses 
and one of those … lapses 
they scored three goals.”

As the period ticked 
down the wind fi lled 
Port Dover’s sails. They 
responded with a trio of 
markers as intermission 
neared.

Wellesley turned up the 
pressure in the second, 
but couldn’t get one past 
Kannawin. However, 
Doyle (from Martin and 
Hustwitt) found a hole in 
the third to even out the 
scoreboard.

Both teams stalled in 
overtime, leaving the 
game to stand at 3-3.

Hitting the home-
town ice tonight (Dec. 
10), Wellesley laces up 
against Delhi. Game time 
is 7:30 p.m. 

RICHARD VIVIAN

AT THE DROP OF A PUCK  Wellesley’s Blake Martin and his Applejacks teammates faced off against 
Langton Dec. 3, winning 6-0. 

STORE HOURS: Mon-Thur. 8-6 
Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5(519) 664-3301

1421 King St N., ST. JACOBS

VISIT US AT WWW.HOME-FURNITURE.CA FOR MORE INFORMATION

HOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENT
No Interest, Absolutely No FeesNo Interest, Absolutely No Fees

*On purchases of $200 or more, O.A.C. Based on Do Not Pay for 6 months or 12 Equal Payments on Homecard purchases only. Ask Dealer for details. Taxes not included and no Administration Fees. Dec. 3rd - Dec. 17, 2005.

$69999
Leather Sofa

4858-121/069/096

4858-130/078/103

Slipper Bench
$12999

HOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENTHOLIDAY EVENT

Rustic Lodge Bar
$149999 $79999

Fireplace Mantle
and Insert (2pc)

AVAILABLE IN
BURGANDY, 

BLACK & BROWN

4822-605

4830-240

4811-378
5516-042

Oak Rocker
$9999

Tub Chair
$14999

Come in and see our great 
gift ideas for Christmas 
and pick up your free gift.

ONE PER
CUSTOMER

Free Gift!
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Wellington Winds welcome winter Alice makes a run to Guelph Giving voice to a Christmas classic

Ticket Centre Hours: Monday - Friday 10AM - 8PM  |  Saturday 10AM - 6PM

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

w w w . c e n t r e - s q u a r e . c o m

MEDIA SPONSORS

1|8 pg WOB R&J  11/22/05  12:53 PM  Page 1
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Struggling toward or through a DIVORCE? Whether 
it’s been 6 months or 6 years, you might feel the 
need for support and encouragement. If so, a 
13 week “Divorce Care” study and support group 
will start on Tuesday, January 10, 2006. For more 
information, call Paul Fletcher at 669-4569 or 
Geraldine Brubacher at 669-1211.

The Wright Wick
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Where many a Christ-
mas story starts at 
the manger, this 
one ends there … 

more or less.
A Christmas Tale takes a de-

cidedly nontraditional look at 
the birth of the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothing – and 
takes us back in time, way back 
to the beginning, when He saw 
that it was good.

The musical set to run next 
week at Woodside Bible Fel-
lowship in Elmira cuts a very 
broad swath through history in 
a very short time – less than an 
hour to take us from before the 
universe existed to dealing with 
what Christmas means today.

A troupe of a dozen travelling 
minstrels and storytellers lead 
us through the ages, interact-
ing with the audience and us-
ing song, dance and humour to 
relate a familiar story in a new 
way, explained WBF worship 
pastor Andrew Martin, the 
play’s musical director.

“It’s a very creative and inter-
esting retelling of the Christ-
mas story.”

Written by staff at Willow 
Creek Community Church in 
Chicago in 2002, A Christmas 
Tale has been made widely 
available to other churches. 
The show is a veritable multi-
media experience, combining 
the actors on stage, live music, 

A big-picture look at Christmas
Woodside Bible Fellowship soars through history in the musical A Christmas Tale

special lighting and video.
The musical opens with the 

storytellers explaining God ex-
isted before the universe, but 
even then his thoughts were on 
Christmas – that would be the 
day he would take human form. 
Jump forward, and the stars 
and heavens now exist. Jump 
again and men roam the planet 
– with that comes all the bibli-
cal history, the ups and downs 
that lead to the need for re-
demption. Jump forward again 
– now we’re in Bethlehem, and 
the stage is set for the birth of 
Jesus, the culmination of all 
the long history that preceded 

that first Christmas Day.
Here the music swings into 

overdrive. Befitting a nontradi-
tional holiday story, the music 
is contemporary, with a jazzy 
feel in much of it, Martin ex-
plained. No chestnuts, open 
fires or open sleighs. Chris 
Rice, a prolific Christian sing-
er/songwriter, writes about 
Christ’s birth in a song titled, 
“Welcome to Our World.” A 
Christmas Tale uses this song 
to illustrate the true miracle 
of Jesus: God himself born 
into the hands of a Jewish car-
penter in a small, poor town. 
Jesus, our “long awaited, Holy 

Savior brings His peace into 
our violence” so our “hungry 
souls can be filled.” 

Instantly, the storytellers 
jump into “Joy to the World” 
a hip arrangement from Den-
zel Washington and Whitney 
Houston film The Preacher’s 
Wife. With song and dance the 
tellers of tales proclaim the fa-
miliar words, “let heaven and 
nature sing! Go shout of His 
glory that our Savior is born!”

The scene closes with the 
cast in full celebration. But 
the scene at the manger is not 
quite the end – the storytellers 
will engage the audience one 

last time, posing a question to 
everyone. Like the musical it-
self, the answer has to do with 
the big picture and what it all 
means. Fans of Charles Schul-
tz’s animated Christmas clas-
sic will find some resonance in 
that question voiced by Charlie 
Brown, and the answer offered 
up by Linus.

The WBF production of A 
Christmas Tale runs Dec. 15-17  
(7:30 p.m.) at the church, 200 
Barnswallow Dr. Admission is 
a free-will offering, with pro-
ceeds going to Woolwich Com-
munity Service’s family vio-
lence prevention program. 

DESIREE FINHERT

Missed an issue of the Observer?
DON’T PANIC.

Just check out the 3 month archive online at
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

TELLING TALES Sydney Martin, Corinne Shuh and Shelby Martin are among the storytellers who’ll cover a whole lot of history in A Christmas Tale, a nontraditional story of 
how we came to celebrate the events of Dec. 25. The show runs Dec. 15-17 at Woodside Bible Fellowship in Elmira. 

This week, Alice will be stopping by the River Run Centre for a presenta-
tion by Theatre Guelph. Matinee performances of Alice in Wonderland hit 
the stage today and tomorrow, followed by evening runs Wed. through Fri. 
Next weekend, matinees return. For ticket or info, call (519) 763-3000.

The Wellington Winds, under the direction of Michael Purves-Smith, 
presents Getting Ready for Winter, music to herald winter and the 
Christmas season, on Sunday (Dec. 11). The concert goes at 4 p.m. at 
the First United Church in Waterloo. Call 669-4409, 579-3097.

That quintessential seasonal tale, Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
gets a live reading treatment Tuesday night at the Waterloo Entertain-
ment Centre. Featuring CBC’s Dan Karpenchuck and others, the event 
starts at 7:30. Proceeds go to the food bank. Call 883-0300.
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 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classifi ed ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classifi ed Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classifi ed ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classifi ed ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on fi rst day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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Who says culture is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5
to Dec. 18

Theatre Guelph presents 
Alice in Wonderland

Contact River Run Centre 
show times.  For tickets 

call 519.763.3000

Dec. 10
Kitchener-Waterloo 

Symphony-CITS presents
Christmas Pops

Contact Centre In The 
Square for showtimes.

For tickets call 
519.578.1570 or 
1.800.265.8977

Dec. 10
Touchmark Theatre 

presents
Wingfi eld’s Inferno

Contact River Run
Centre for show times.

For tickets call 
519.763.3000 or 
519.763.3000

to Dec. 30
Drayton Entertainment 

presents
Lend Me A Tenor

Contact for show times.
St. Jacobs Schoolhouse 

Theatre For tickets 
call 519.638.5555 or 

1.888.449.4463

to Dec. 31
Theatre and Company 

presents A Boy’s Own 
Jedi Handbook

Contact for show times.
King Street Theatre

For tickets call 
519.571.0928 or 
519.571.0928

Dec. 10 to Dec. 11
Elora Festival Singers 
presents Handel’s 

Messiah Contact St. 
Mary’s Church for times

For tickets call 
519.846.0331

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S T U P A S A M P A N M B A
T A R G E T C L A U D E A L L
I T A L Y O U T F L O W N E E
M A N I O C M O I S T I E S
E N S T H Y S O U R E A P

A L L I E D S L O E S A
D A C E C A R B O N D A T I N G
E N T E R R U E A D D N I H
A N I S I C B A S E L E N A
R I O G A G A C T R U L E S
T E N G A L L O N H A T D U S T
H E M M E R E N B L O C
T U N A N I L G A L T O W

M A S E R G O B R A V A G E
A S H O P I A T E D M A B E L
A T E L I T M U S H A S L E T
M E R E G O I S T E S T E S

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise where more people read, in Woolwich Observer. PLUS, 
get the bonus of having your ad appear on our website, as well.

CHRISTMAS 
TREES
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AUCTION AUCTION

HELP WANTED

Cleaners Needed for Elmi-
ra area. Please forward 
resumes and inquiries to 
controlbackup@sympatico.ca

Help Wanted - Light Press 
Operation and Assembly. 
Bring resume to: 1541 Flo-
radale Rd. Elmira, On. Com-
petitive wages, benefits, 
modern air conditioned fa-
cility.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifi eds! Call 
669-5790 to place an ad.

Snow Shovellers Needed 
for the winter season. $10/
hr, $2.50 per hour year end 
bonus. 778-7669.

HELP WANTED

Mixer/Pellet Mill Oper-
ator. Linwood Plant. Must 
be a team player, with good 
attention to detail. Hours 
of work: Sunday to Thurs-
day 11:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
with some Saturday work 
required. Experience an 
asset. Fax applications to 
(519) 698-2719 or email 
bbrown@jfm.on.ca

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Cleaning La-
dies available. Elmira, St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements and 
surrounding areas. Refer-
ences available. 669-3231.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Daycare Available in Elmi-
ra. January 2, full and part-
time. Ages six months and 
older. Non-smoking, pet 
free environment. Call Carey 
584-5281.

I am looking to care for your 
children in my home. I offer 
nutritious meals, creative 
play and a supportive envi-
ronment. Full time and part 
time available.  Call Christa 
at 669-9047.

FOR SALE

1997 Ski Doo Mach 1 700 
triple. Studded track, 8400 
kms. Great shape. $3200. 
(519)698-2581.

Assortment Of Natural fur 
coats, ladies and gents in 
a variety of styles, colours 
and sizes from $50 - $200. 
Call 664-9936. Excellent for 
horse and buggy.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefi n carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Diningroom Set, beau-
tiful medium oak, 8 seat 
table with leaf, china cabi-
net with light and large base 
cabinet. Excellent condition. 
$2500 o.b.o. 896-6107.

Give the Gift of Music this 
Christmas! Guitar & Bass 
Lessons, Musical Instru-
ments & Accessories. Gift 
Certifi cates available. Call 
669-5885.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
B i rd land Plaza Elmira, 
Tues. to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  
Donations welcomed. 669-
1129.

Snowmobile Suits - 2 pc 
Polaris suit - L; 2 pc black & 
grey leather - L; jacket only, 
new - L. Each $100.00 o.b.o. 
669-8987.

UNDER $50 ITEM

2 Firestone Winter tires 
on rims 185 70R13. $35.00 
each. 699-4019.

UNDER $50 ITEM

2 Tires 205 75 15, good 
tread on GM rims. $40 for 
pair. 669-8809.

Car Exersaucer - like new. 
$50. 669-1439.

Large variety of beautiful 
hand knit sweaters of wool 
and other blends. Under 
$50. (519)664-9936.

Metal Desk with 4 drawers 
and arborite top. $30 o.b.o. 
669-2328.

Screen Door, aluminum 
34X80. 699-5229.

Snowmobile Helmets XXL 
$40; XL $15,; L $40; M $40. 
669-8987.

WANTED TO BUY

Adults with *Type 2 Diabe-
tes* needed for University 
of Guelph study. No blood 
sugar meds or insulin. $$$. 
(519)824-4120 x 58081, 
gobertc@uoguelph.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Dodge Stratus, only 
131,000 kms, safetied and 
e-tested. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2000 Chrysler Intrepid R/
T. 3.5L, auto, air and more. 
116,000 kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2000 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport - 2 w/d, 6 cyl, auto. 
Vo is in  Chr ys le r,  6 6 9 -
2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Dakota Quad Cab, ful-
ly equipped with cap. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Chrysler Neon. 2.0L, 
4 cyl., auto & air. Only 37,000 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lar-
edo 4X4, very nice, 6 cyl., 
97,600 kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2001 PT Cruiser Limited 
#5106. Sunroof, leather, 
and much more. 1 previous 
owner, only 84,500 kms. 
Own me for $296/mth o.a.c. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club SXT. 6 
cyl., auto, air, 2w/d. 63,000 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2002 Grand Caravan Sport. 
6 cyl., auto, quads, Rr air & 
heat. 56,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Grand Caravan Sport. 
6 cyl., auto, quads, Rr air & 
heat. 62,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 Dakota Club Cab 
Sport 4X4, fully equipped, 
only 16,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Pacifica, 
fully equipped, only 29,300 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2005 Grand Caravan - Sto 
& Go! with rear heat & air, 
only 39,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 2 Bedroom apart-
ment. Close to downtown. 
Available Feb. 1, 2006. 
$685/mth plus utilities. All 
appliances included, non-
smokers preferred. Call 
669-2786 or 669-3500.

You just proved classi-
fi ed advertising works. Call 
669-5790 to place your ad 
today in Woolwich & Welles-
ley’s best-read weekly news 
source.

Elmira - 2+ Bedrooms, new 
maple kitchen, new victorian 
bathroom, gas fi replace in 
large older home. $795 + 
hydro. 504-7409.

RENTALS

For Rent - 2 bedroom, 2 
storey, completely reno-
vated house. Very close to 
downtown. Available Jan. 1. 
$750/mth. 669-4038, Kath-
line or Vic.

Professionally Managed. 
Renovated, quality units. 
One, 2 and 3 bedrooms. 
ELMIRA Estates, Oriole 
Parkway, Flamingo, Sny-
der N. Rental inquiries call 
669-8904.

Spacious, bright room for 
rent in St. Jacobs. $350.00, 
parking included. Call Lisa 
664-3520.
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  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIRWOODWORKING

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519 669-0111
FAX: 519 669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• CUSTOM CHAIR 

FRAMES
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GLASS INSTALLATION

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION
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DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It could have gone 
either way for the 
Woolwich Wildcats mi-

nor Midget boys’ hockey 
team during a silver-med-
al tournament win.

Woolwich was 2-2 
against Thorold until 
the final five minutes of  
the match when Thorold 
pocketed its final goal, 
taking the gold medal 
with a 3-2 win.

“Turnovers, they kill 
you every time,” said 
coach Chad Buchan when 
asked how Thorold man-
aged the winning goal. “It 

Midgets bring home 
second silver

Wildcats edged by Thorold in championship game
was a turnover. They cap-
italized on that chance 
and we didn’t capitalize 
on ours.”

Still Buchan is proud of  
his team’s second silver 
medal in as many years, 
praising his players’ com-
mitment throughout the 
three-day tournament.

“I was actually kind of   
surprised how hard they 
worked,” said Buchan. 
“The game before, when 
they went into overtime, 
I thought they’d be pret-
ty exhausted, but they 
were still pretty geared 
up to play right to the 
end.”

There were five matches 

over the three days, the 
fourth against Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Brock Shoemaker, Da-
mien Parent and Brian 
Kron each scored in the 
3-2 overtime win in the 
semifinals.

A day earlier, Woolwich 
put the same score on the 
clock against Windsor, 
with Rob Hinscheberger, 
Dan Huber and Shoemak-
er potting goals.

Woolwich showed tre-
mendous spirit in the 
second game, posting a 6-
2 win over Richmond Hill 
following a slow start: a 7-
2 loss to Thorold, Buchan 

▼ See SILVER page 23

THE 
SPIRIT
IS IN 
THE AIR
LIGHTING UP 
THE NIGHT 
Elmira Mayor 
Bill Strauss 
thanks the 
c o m m u n i t y 
for coming 
to the annual 
tree lighting 
c e r e m o n y 
outside the 
Elmira library, 
Dec. 1. 

DESIREE FINHERT

PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72 73

74 75 76 77

78 79 80

81 82 83
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ACROSS 
1. The part left when 
a pyramid is cut by a 
plane parallel to the 
base
7. Light-giving device
11. Tear down to make 
flat with the ground
15. French mathemati-
cian specializing in the 
conduction of  heat
16. Succulent plant as-
sumed to have some 
healing properties
17. A long narrative 
poem telling of  a hero’s 
deeds
18. The dot present in a 
written price/cost
20. Dog colouration
21. Inquire about
22. Annoys
23. Those who are the 
source of  new words
24. A magnate
26. East Asian vege-
table with elongated 
head, resembles celery
28. British personality 
and host of  former BBC 
program “Late Night 
Currie”
31. Speech defect in 
which the phoneme “r” 
is pronounced as “l”
33. Chrysler vehicle
34. Couch
37. To listen with
38. _ _ _ Lanka
39. Elmira’s pride
41. Great with vegeta-
bles and chips
42. Conical tents
44. Be dishonest with
46. Small band of  tis-

sue connecting the 
tongue to the floor of  
the mouth
48. Large black diving 
duck
50. Earlier in time than
51. Regions
54. Fairies that are 
somewhat mischievous
55. To lower one’s head 
as a sign of  respect
57. A star that ejects 
material in the form of  
a cloud
59. To be “keen on”
60. Putting a new heel 
on yout shoe
63. Hollowed out in the 
form of  a furrow or 
groove
65. Andy’s other half
66. Characteristically 
scented
69. Trapped
70. Worry unnecessari-
ly or excessively
71. Refers to things per-
sonified as feminine
74. A dwarf  buffalo
75. For an unknown 
time
78. Flesh of  fish found 
in colder waters
79. Exchange for cash
80. Can be identified 
with a unique moniker
81. Wood heap for burn-
ing a dead body as a fu-
neral rite
82. Shatner’s Star voy-
age
83. Runs away to be 
married in secret
DOWN 
1. Enemies

2. A crowd, esp. of  ordi-
nary persons
3. Central canton of  
Switzerland
4. Ape-like
5. Crowd control
6. Fictional town in 
King Of  The Hill TV 
show
7. Member of  a Bud-
dhist people inhabiting 
the area of  the Mekong 
River
8. Silverstone, of  Clue-
less fame
9. Sight aid for one eye
10. Having a slender 
stem that supports the 
blade of  a leaf
11. Feel indignant 
about
12. Determining the 
value of
13. An asexual spore 
that moves by means of  
a flagella
14. Eastern standard 
time (abbrv)
15. US organization for 
food & drugs
19. Unit of  pressure
24. A stately court 
dance in the 17th cen-
tury
25. Wing movement
27. Tropical cuckoo
28. Half  the width of  
an em dash
29. Title applied by 
Western writers to vari-
ous other Ottoman gov-
ernors
30. Giving reassurance 
based on your merit
32. Public place for 

skating or concerts
35. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9
36. Archaic: shows dis-
approval
40. A military trainee
43. Untainted
45. One who studies 
disorders of  the uro-
genital system
46. Slang word for 
“afro”
47. Increase the num-
ber of  rotations per 
minute
48. Watery fluid of  the 
blood
49. Leniency in justice
50. UK abbrev of  ‘en-
gineer’
52. Take in solid food
53. A mat of  grass and 
grass roots
56. One who makes 
more space
58. Weapons
61. Break loose
62. “Use your ______” - 
British slang, ‘use your 
head’
64. In or of  preceding 
month
67. “And they’re ___!”
68. Liquid waste
71. Wife of  Hercules 
(Greek mythology)
72. An extension at the 
end and at right angles 
to the main building
73. “One bourbon, one 
scotch, one __”
74. Cobra used as sym-
bol of  power
76. Large northern 
deer
77. Kind of  dance

HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTED
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PAINTING

CARPET CARE
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTION

Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550

ROOFING/SIDING

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

BRIAN
MARTIN
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EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU!

• Provide us the issue date,
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further 
   details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox
   for delivery within about
   a week.

SAY CHEESE...

HANDYMAN
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Reasonable
Rates
•

References
Available
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PHOTO REPRINTS
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                               If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
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November 30
3:15 PM A missing hockey bag 

prompted a St. Clements man to 
call police. The black bag, complete 
with hockey equipment, is believed 
to have fallen from the back of 
his truck somewhere on Benjamin 
Road.
10:25 PM Police were called to 

a residential complex on Oriole 
Parkway in Elmira after a cab driver 
reported a bill jumper. A male pas-
senger fled after they pulled into 
the complex. Upon investigation, 
police interviewed a suspect, who 
admitted to skipping out on the 
fare. The driver was subsequently 
paid the amount owed and the 
Elmira man was warned about his 
behaviour.

December 2
12:32 AM An Aspen Crescent, 

Elmira resident reported a suspi-
cious man loitering near a vehicle 
in the neighbourhood. The darkly-
dressed suspect was gone by the 
time police arrived. A canine unit 
was called in and tracked the man 

to Barnswallow Drive, where the 
scent was lost. The vehicle where 
the man was seen wasn’t broken 
into.
2:32 AM Icy road conditions were 

blamed for a single-vehicle collision 
on Northfield Drive, near the Wool-
wich/Waterloo border. A Conestogo 
man was northbound when he lost 
control of his vehicle and entered 
the ditch. Damage was reported as 
considerable. There were no inju-
ries. Because of road conditions, no 
charges were laid.
10:49 AM Vandalism brought po-

lice to Brubacher Street in Elmira, 
where a vehicle was scratched 
with a metal object. The damage, 
pegged at $800, was inflicted 
sometime overnight, as the vehicle 
was parked on the road. There are 
no suspects.
11:22 AM Thieves made off with 

an Eliminator generator, a case of 
beer and a crokinole board from a 
vehicle on Elmira’s Aspen Crescent. 
The items were removed some-
time overnight, as the vehicle was 

parked in a residential driveway. 
There are no suspects.
5:00 PM No charges were laid 

following a single-vehicle collision 
on Arthur Street North, near Reid 
Woods Drive. An Arthur man was 
northbound when he lost control 
of his pickup truck due to slip-
pery conditions, left the road and 
clipped a hydro pole before turning 
the vehicle on its side. Consider-
able damage resulted; no injuries 
were reported. 
5:58 PM A two-vehicle collision 

in Heidelberg ended with a charge 
of ‘disobey red light’ for a Kitch-
ener woman. According to police, 
the woman was eastbound when 
she ignored the signal and struck a 
northbound vehicle at the intersec-
tion of Lobsinger Line and Kressler 
Road. Both vehicles sustained 
moderate damage, but the drivers 
escaped unharmed.

December 3
12:39 AM Wintry weather contin-

ued to wreak havoc on area roads, 
this time on Katharine Street, near 

Brohman Road. An Ariss woman 
was northbound when she lost 
control of her vehicle, left the road 
and struck a tree. Icy road condi-
tions were blamed. The vehicle was 
severely damaged in the incident. 
No injuries were reported.
3:02 PM An Elmira woman was 

charged with ‘operate motor ve-
hicle, unauthorized’ and having no 
insurance following a routine traf-
fic stop on Arthur Street North.
3:07 PM A Kitchener man was 

charged following a two-vehicle 
collision in Macton. The man was 
northbound on Manser Road 
when he pulled into the path of 
eastbound vehicle on Line 86. 
Damage was reported as severe. 
No one was injured. The north-
bound driver was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic on through 
highway.’

December 4
9:30 AM  Fence damage attract-

ed police to a location on Arthur 
Street South. At about 2 a.m., a 
vehicle struck the fence and fled 

the scene. Damage is estimated at 
$200. There are no suspects.

December 5
10:08 AM Drug paraphernalia 

was confiscated from an Elmira 
District Secondary School student. 
An officer at the school issued the 
student an official warning under 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. Dis-
ciplinary action was also taken by 
the school.
11:32 AM Thieves targeted 

a house under construction on 
Crowsfoot Road, near Halm Road. 

Sometime over the weekend, a 
basement door was forced open. 
Several thousand dollars worth 
of painting equipment and a con-
struction radio were taken. There 
are no suspects.

December 6
9:32 PM An abandoned bicycle 

was recovered from Elmira’s As-
pen Crescent. The blue and silver 
youth’s bicycle was left unattended 
for “quite some time.” It’s being 
held at the Elmira police station 
pending owner identification.

noted.
“Definitely not one of  

our better games, and 
our boys were kind of  
down about that.” 

Several of  the team 
members were named 
Most Valuable Player 

after each match but Bu-
chan said it was more of  
a team effort.

“Even though it’s disap-
pointing that we didn’t 
win, we surpassed a lot 
of  people’s expectations. 
We’re working well to-
gether.”

Silver lining for Midgets
Continued from page 21
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Gambling study seeks volunteers Putting a plug in storm sewer outfall Quilted creations invade St. Jacobs Mill

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having donated a fridge and 
freezer to Woolwich Commu-
nity Services earlier this year, 

Farm Credit Canada figured filling 
them up should be the next step. The 
organization, along with partners 
Gencor Foods Inc. and TMF: The 
Meat Factory, provided the food bank 
with 225 kg (500 lb) of beef.

Elmira was one of eight rural com-
munities that shared some 1,850 kg 
(4,000 lb) of fully cooked roast beef 
au jus – enough for 16,000 hot sand-
wiches. The donation carries a retail 
value of $36,000.

“They’ve been very helpful, with 
their donation in the summer and 
now this beef,” said WCS executive 
director Don Harloff, adding the beef 
will be used in some 100 food hampers 
prepared each month.

“It’s a really nice, healthy serving 
that we can give to people.”

The beef was packed in individual 
454-gram (one-pound) vacuum-sealed 
packages, each containing enough 
meat for four hot sandwiches.

The donation is seen as part of FCC’s 
mandate to serve rural communities, 
said Dale Snider, an Elmira resident 
and account manager at the Guelph of-
fice. The Crown corporation provides 
business and financial solutions to Ca-
nadian farmers and agribusiness.

“This is something to show our sup-

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Moments before Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School mu-
sicians took their places for 
this year’s Christmas Con-

cert there was a concern the event had 
drawn too large a crowd.

Students rushed to bring extra chairs 
from the music room to accommodate 
the steady flow of friends, family and 
music lovers who flocked to the school.

EDSS held one concert instead of two 
this season, which meant the combined 
sum of two audiences sat eagerly before 
the performing students in the high 
school’s cafeteria. 

Still, the students performed without 
falter in front of the crowd of about 300 
people.

Murray Showers, head of the music de-
partment, said the concert met all his 
expectations.

“The students always rise to the occa-
sion in front of parents and an audience, 
and they always find out something new 

Feting the 
season on a 
strong note

EDSS music students play 
before a packed house

DESIREE FINHERT

Beefing up the food bank
Organization gives meaty donation, WCS gears up for Christmas program

port back to the rural areas. It’s impor-
tant to remember that hunger is also 
an issue in the rural area,” he said.

As well as Elmira, donations went 
to Chatham, Stratford, Paris, Walk-
erton, Lindsay, Kingston and North 
Bay. Another round is expected next 
month, targeting other rural com-
munities.

“We will be working together to do-
nate an additional 1,850 kilograms 
this January,” said Angela Leach, 
market development manager of 
FCC. “We purchased the cattle, Gen-
cor provided slaughter and initial 
processing while TMF provided pro-

cessing, final preparation, cooking 
and packaging.”

WCS, meanwhile, is gearing up for 
its Christmas Goodwill program, 
which provides extra goodies for 
about 140 families at the busiest time 
of the year. In that effort, every dona-
tion counts, noted Harloff.

Service clubs, churches and schools 
are involved in the push. As well, the 
Arthur Street, Elmira office is seeing 
walk-in traffic from those looking to 
contribute toys, clothing and cash to 
the cause, he added.

“Things are really rounding into 
shape.”

GALE’S COOKIE SALE

RICHARD VIVIAN

HO HO HO Conductor Angela Brubacher traveled from Toronto and donated her time to instruct and conduct the choir in preparation for the EDSS Christmas 
concert, held Dec. 6 in the high school’s cafeteria.

FUNDRAISING FINGER FOOD  The Gale Presbyterian 
Church Auxiliary in Elmira hosted the 3rd annual Christmas 
Cookie Walk last Saturday (Dec. 3). The sale featured 
more than 4,800 cookies, Christmas puddings, candy 
and tarts. More than $1,000 was raised by the auxiliary, 
which dedicates funds annually to a number of community 
initiatives. From left; Peter Musselman and Betty Ann 
Spink. 

RICHARD VIVIAN

Problem gamblers are invited to partake in a study that will test reducing 
the habit instead of eliminating it. Twenty-five recruits are needed from 
Waterloo Region for the Ontario Problem Gambling Research Centre’s 
test. Call (519) 277-0534 or go to www.gamblingresearch.org.

The Community Care Access Centre of Waterloo Region and Grand River 
Hospital received a $43,000 grant to improve integration of health ser-
vices. The Grant was awarded by The Change Foundation and will be 
used to help caregivers receive vital information about their patients. 

A storm sewer erosion problem on St. Jacobs’ Water Street will be tack-
led, Woolwich councillors decided this week. The township awarded at 
$142,000 contract to Subterra Inc., and a further $25,000 to Meritech Engi-
neering to complete the project. 

▼ See DECK page 27

HERE’S THE BEEF Executive director Don Harloff shows off some of the packaged beef donated to 
WCS by Farm Credit Canada.
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Farmers network in 
online environment 
to improve business

When business drives rural youth development
Ontario’s co-op model is exemplary for helping young people get a start

�����
������
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Government support 
for rural youth 
and job creation is 

a hot-button, provincially 
and federally. Ottawa and 
Queen’s Park routinely 
face criticism for not do-
ing enough to help rural 
young people stay in their 
home communities, or go 
back to them after they 
graduate from college or 
university. The matter 
often becomes part of an 
election platform, and 
probably will this time 
around, too.

Government-sponsored 
rural job programs for 

youth are important. It 
can certainly be argued 
that governments have a 
responsibility to bolster 
both the rural and youth 
sectors, which are so vital 
for Canada’s prosperity.

But also important for 
both rural Canada and 
young Canadians are the 
availability of business 
and industry-driven jobs. 
If the rural economy and 
business sector is weak, 
government-sponsored 
programs have a hard 
time taking hold, and 
young people don’t have 
much of a base to return 

to.
In an ideal world, rural 

Canada would be blan-
keted with financially 
healthy, accessible, sup-
portive and forward-
thinking rural-based 
businesses, each with a 
strong and committed 
multi-faceted youth de-
velopment program. It 
sounds like a pipedream, 
but it actually exists 

– in Ontario, for example, 
consider the FS Alliance, 
a rural co-op system that 
realized $3 billion in 
sales this year and re-
turned $1.6 million to its 
Ontario members in cash 
as patronage rebates and 
stock redemption.

With a humble dinner 
(stuffed chicken) and 
goodie bag (coffee travel 
mug), FS celebrated a 
decade of youth outreach 
Tuesday night at the Cut-
ten Club in Guelph. It 
held a tribute – FS called 
it a “homecoming” – for 
about 50 young people. 
Some were present em-
ployees, some were em-
ployed elsewhere, some 
were prospective employ-
ees. Whatever their sta-
tus, Robert Sicard, UPI 
Energy LP president and 
CEO, called them “distin-
guished,” and underlined 
that they are the future 
of the industry and of On-
tario’s rural economy. He 
complimented the young 
attendees on the insight 
they offer the alliance, 
and on the vitality they 
bring to their jobs and 
other FS-sponsored ac-

tivities.
FS has been a big part of 

their success, too. Look-
ing around the room, 
many of the students who 
started summer jobs as 
crop scouts, sales assis-
tants, communication in-
terns and other seasonal 
and summer helpers 
have gone on to careers. 
They can be found in 
credit unions, feed and 
supply stores, and energy 
outlets – several of which, 
such as GROWMARK 
agronomy services, etha-
nol pioneer UPI Energy, 
and Land O’Lakes Feed, 
are also a part of the FS 
system. In this way, FS is 
helping train its own fu-
ture employees, which is 
smart business.

But it’s also supporting 
non-FS initiatives that 
are designed to enhance 
rural capacity for leader-
ship, communication and 
business development. 
These include Junior 
Farmers, the Advanced 
Agricultural Leadership 
program, the 4-H Ontario 
Ambassadors program, 
the World Association of 
Agricultural Councils 
(agricultural college stu-
dent council leaders from 
around the globe) which 
meets at the University of 
Guelph this spring, and 
the University’s interna-

tional agricultural com-
munication club, Cana-
dian Agricultural Com-
municators of Tomorrow 
(CanACT).

The commitment runs 
deep. Cathy Chamber-
lain, GROWMARK’S pub-
lic relations professional, 
holds the only commu-
nications title I know of 
in the agri-food sector 
that actually cites higher 
education as part of its 
mandate - officially, she’s 
the organization’s com-
munication and univer-
sity relations manager, a 
title that underlines the 
alliance’s commitment to 
higher education.  

The FS support of youth 
hasn’t gone unnoticed 
by the industry.  It’s one 
of an elite group that’s 
received the Ontario Co-
operative Association’s 
award for youth mentor-
ship. No wonder.

Ottawa talks about 
transformative change 
in the agri-food sector, 
about the need to find 
exemplary models that 
can make a difference 
to farmers and the rural 
economy. Here’s one that 
passes all the tests, and 
better yet, gives young 
people a head start. Con-
gratulations FS Alliance 
on 10 years of excellence 
in student outreach.

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Farm management 
has gone beyond 
the fields and onto 

the Web, with farmers 
and small operations 
logging on to free semi-
nars to improve their 
businesses.

Agriwebinars are pro-
vided by Farmcentre.
com a site maintained 
by the Canadian Farm 
Business Management 
Council (CFBMC), a 
non-government orga-
nization supported by 
private industry and 
Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada.

It provides live, inter-
active, online seminars 
geared toward agricul-
tural markets ranging 
in topics from hedging 
to marketing and from 
values to change.

“It’s a really neat tool,” 
speaker Mark Saunders 
told the Observer two 
hours before he present-
ed one of this season’s 
15 lectures. “It’s a free 
seminar and people 
don’t have to leave their 
business.”

A CFBMC committee 
choses the topics and 
their criteria at the be-
ginning of the season, 
which runs from Octo-
ber to March, then lo-
cates experts to present 
each lecture.

Saunders is one of 
those professionals, 
having lectured across 
North America on mar-
keting strategies for ag-
ricultural business.

Moments before his 
seminar started, people 
interacted on the live 
chat, which would also 
be used to ask questions 
of the lecturer.

Farmers from Vancou-
ver Island and Gabriola 
Island, B.C. chatted 

Free Internet seminars geared toward the ag markets 

with Agribusinsses stu-
dents from the College 
of North Atlantic New-
foundland about the 
snow and descending 
temperature on Monday 
(Dec. 5) at 11:55 p.m.

That’s when Saunders 
was sitting down at his 
desk in Munster, On-
tario to conduct “Mar-
keting Cooperatives: 
How small business can 
create a bigger bang for 
their marketing ener-
gies and dollars!”

He told his plugged-in 
class that marketing 
is difficult because it’s 
time consuming, expen-
sive and people didn’t 
always know which 
techniques are going to 
promote their business; 
a marketing coopera-
tive works to save time 
and money and increas-
es buying power, among 
other things. 

The University of 
Guelph history and eco-
nomics graduate said 
he’s starting to see ex-
citement in rural com-
munities.

“The tipping point is 
happening when the 
municipal level of gov-
ernment is starting 
to get in on it and rec-
ognize with relatively 
little investment they 

can achieve really great 
economic development,” 
said Saunders. “We’re 
not talking about big 
auto plants and huge 
tax concessions. We’re 
talking about $10, $15-, 
$20,000 here and there. 
But you can really im-
pact business in your 
community and in turn 
create jobs and excite-
ment in what has been 
in the past pretty bleak 
opportunities in rural 
communities.”

Saunders is the direc-
tor of fun and general 
manager of market-
ing at his farm, which 
capitalizes on its pictur-
esque landscape by of-
fering haunted hayrides 
at Halloween and a tra-
ditional family home-
stead at Christmas, and 
other income-generat-
ing ideas. 

Saunders said Farm-
centre.com offers tradi-
tional farming manage-
ment techniques, but 
also recognize new ag-
ricultural issues.

And although the top-
ics reflect the changing 
markets it’s not neces-
sary to have the newest 
computer equipment to 
participate. 

The seminar can be 

DESIREE FINHERT

ONLINE AGRI-CULTURE Dairy farmer Brian Eix frequents Holstein 
Canada’s online site and has a billing program on his office computer 
at the Eixdale Farm in the Floradale area.  

▼ See FARMING page 29
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It may be a new route 
for Santa this season, 
but it still brought 
him through the 

heart of Elmira last week-
end. Area residents lined 
Arthur Street through 
town Saturday morning 
(Dec. 3) to catch a glimpse 
of the jolly man in red.

“I think it was one of 
our best ever – lots of peo-

“I think it was one of our best ever …” says organizer
ple out, we’re happy with 
the way the pace was,” 
commented Lyndon Zie-
gel of the Elmira Jaycees, 
which organizes the an-
nual event.

“It was paced a little 
bit slower this year and 
we’ve had lots of good 
comments from people in 
town. … In other years, 
they (onlookers) found 
there were some bigger 
gaps, but this year there 
weren’t huge gaps.”

In all, 34 entries took 
part in the trek, which 
followed a somewhat 
different path this time 
around. Rather than 
heading to the Elmira 
Arena, after passing 
through the downtown 
core, parade participants 
made their way to the Le-
gion on First Street.

“I was surprised how 
long we saw people – they 
were quite far out, even 
out to First Street,” com-

mented Laurel Martin, 
who marched behind the 
Elmira Figure Skating 
Club float for the sixth 
consecutive year.

“Last year we were los-
ing out on South Street, 
with not having many 
people down there. But 
now more people seem 
to spread themselves out 
along the new route,” 
added Ziegel, who noted. 
“It (crowd) was still pret-
ty thick downtown.”

The route, he added, will 
likely be the same for fu-
ture parades.

Based on estimates from 
Jaycees members, Ziegel 
pegs this year’s turnout at 
about 1,200, slightly more 
than in recent years.

“I think the crowd was 
a great turnout. And they 
were very receptive – the 
people love it,” Martin 
told the Observer. “I think 
it’s a good experience.”

While several entries 

met this year’s theme 
– “The True Meaning of 
Christmas” – no awards 
were handed out for de-
sign.

“We couldn’t get enough 
volunteers out of the com-
munity, so we didn’t have 
judging this year,” Ziegel 
explained. “I think they 
were extremely well-
done. From what I saw 
… I think that everybody 
did a really, really good 
job.”

Santa parades about Elmira

Jolly Time!
PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

SANTA 
PARADE PHOTO 

GALLERY 
AVAILABLE AT:

www.
woolwichobserver

.com STUDENT INVOLVEMENT Staff and students of 
Elmira’s John Mahood Public School joined in the 
parade fun with a float of their own.

SPREADING THE SPIRIT Santa Claus 
waves to onlookers in Elmira during last 
Saturday’s parade in his honour, hosted by 
the Elmira Jaycees.

ROCKIN’ CHRISTMAS 
Musicians dressed as cavemen 
played for about 1,200 people 
who lined Arthur Street to take in 
the parade.

PET PERFORMERS 
Holly Teahen of Mega 
Mutts joined in the 
parade, as one of 34 
entries.

ROADSIDE WARMTH A cup of hot chocolate added 
a nice touch to the cold morning affair, as would attest 
Kevin  Bartley.

OUT COMES THE 
TRUCK Making 
its first public 
appearance, St. 
Jacobs district fire 
chief Clare Weber 
(left) and his 
son Scott, also a 
firefighter, entered 
their newly created 
mini-truck in the 
parade.
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Showcase your 
new arrival
in a special 
delivery on 

January 7, 2006

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 8 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

This special feature is 
open to all proud parents, 

grand- parents, or friends of 
little ones born in 2005.

of the

$3000
+ GST

email: 
babies@woolwichobserver.com

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

(Sample)

that they thought would 
go well that they have to 
learn for the next time.” 

Actually, nothing went 
wrong, Showers told the 
Observer.

“There are little things 
here and there that [the 
students] expected will 
happen just like they do 
in the concert hall,” he 
said. “When you get in 
front of an audience and 
you get nervous they just 
creep in. This is why we 
do these performances 
because they don’t real-
ize it without an audience 
in front of them.”

A mass choir of some 40 
students sang from ris-
ers under the direction 
of EDSS graduate Angela 
Brubacher.

“I like to call them a mob 
choir because students 
can come from anywhere 
in the school,” said Show-
ers. “They don’t have to be 
in the music program.”

They did have to attend 
7:30 a.m. rehearsals every 
Thursday in preparation 
for the concert and vari-
ous other performances 
throughout the year.

Especially pleasing, he 
said, was the performance 
of the junior band mem-

bers, some of whom had 
never played an instru-
ment before this year.

A senior band, senior 
string band, senior string 
orchestra, string duet and 
a string trio delighted the 
audience with traditional 
Christmas carols, varia-
tions on old favourites and 
pieces from the Romantic 
era, which are part of the 
music student’s class cur-
riculum.  

Fifth-year violinist, 
Phil Psutka was enthused 
about performing “Carol 
of the Bells” with the trio 
during his last year at the 
school – although it was a 

little awkward.
“It’s usually a quartet,” 

said Psutka. “So usually 
you have a viola in there, 
and [this] had two violins 
and a cello which is a bit 
strange, but the three of 
us know each other really 
well and we know each 
other’s style. It didn’t take 
a long time to practice and 
to really pull it together.”

The Audio Video Club 
was also on deck for the 
event which was recorded 
on two video camera and 
broadcast onto a wide 
projection screen to en-
sure everyone had a good 
view of the action. 

FAMILYALBUM
OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 10, 2-4PM

at Patterson Residence
RR#2 6413 Line 86

West Montrose
All family & friends welcome

Love You Mom!
Donnie, Nathan, Michelle

Nick, Brooke, Johnny, Mandy
Gavin & Marissa

HAPPY 50TH GWEN

ANNIVERSARY

Continued from page 24

Deck the halls

ANNIVERSARY BIRTH NOTICE

Ryan and Natascha Martin are 
pleased to announce the safe 
arrival of Becca Simon on Octo-
ber 5, 8lbs, 15oz.
Big Sister Rachel and big broth-
er Cole are thrilled!
Very proud grandparents are 
Oscar JB & Joan Martin and 
Doug and Marlene Hahn

From Your Children
& Grandchildren

DEATH NOTICES

HAPPY 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY
Dec. 11, 1965 - Dec. 11, 2005

HAPPY 
50TH 

ANNIVERSARY
Len & Millie Frey

Love  from your family!

Congratulations

LEIS, Rudy N.
It is with heart felt sorrow that the Leis 
family announces the passing of Rudy, on 
Thursday, December 1, 2005 at KW Health 
Centre, Kitchener. Rudolph Norman Leis 
of Manitoulin Island and Sauble Beach, 
formerly of Wellesley, 70 years old.

MARTIN, Esther (Mrs. Israel W.)
On Saturday, December 3, 2005, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener. Esther Martin, 
in her 40th year, of RR2, Elmira.

MARTIN, Gladys Eileen (Mrs. 
Lloyd S.)
On Tuesday, December 6, 2005 at home, 
two days after celebrating her 77th birth-
day.

MILLA, Helen
Passed away suddenly at home on 
Tuesday, December 6, 2005 at the age 
of 68.

Local relative is her brother Frank 
Eichorn of Heidelberg.

STRINGING ALONG Senior band member Katelyn Bearinger (front) 
plays her cello for a packed house at the EDSS concert with Angela 
Penner (back left) and Jenn Reist Dec. 6. DESIREE FINHERT
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C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED
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Wellesley 
Service Centre Ltd.
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Kleinknecht 
Insurance Broker Ltd.

We deliver personal service.
Call Blaine or Michael

HOME • COMMERCIAL • AUTO
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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email:
dwitmer@witmercac.com

Personal Income Tax Preparation

DESIREE FINHERT
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some 150 people 
braved the sub-zero 
temperature to gath-

er for the Elmira Kiwanis 
Club’s carol sing at the 
Kissing Bridge in West 
Montrose Tuesday night.

Members of the club’s 
choir, the community 
and dozens of children 
huddled together in 
the glow of the covered 

Carols warm a cold night
Annual Kiwanis Club event fills with song West Montrose’s covered bridge

bridge’s light and the 
fire blazing from a metal 
drum.

They sang all the songs 
in their carol book con-
cluding the evening with 
their traditional finale 
“Silent Night.” 

“I was really impressed 
when we started singing 
in parts,” said Ron Wag-
ner. “I think a lot of the 
crowd just joined in.”

Wagner was one of the 
nine choir members who 

attended the event and at 
one point during the eve-
ning complimented the 
ensemble on their talents 
and invited everyone to 
their Thursday night 
practices. 

Wagner said the turnout 
was better than last year, 
but suspects the cold kept 
some people away.

“It was really crisp,” he 
remarked the day after.

The club accepted non-
perishable food donations 

for the Woolwich Commu-
nity Services Christmas 
goodwill hamper pro-
gram. Although the food 
has not been weighed yet, 
Wagner remarked that 
the donations filled the 
back of a sports utility 
vehicle.

DESIREE FINHERT

O HOLY NIGHT Kiwanis member 
John Chapman sings with 150 
other carolers at the Kissing 
Bridge in West Montrose, Dec. 6. 
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Sales Representative
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Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426
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REALESTATE
FREY

REALTY LTD., REALTOR

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOC.  BROKER

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

OPEN HOUSE - LINWOOD
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669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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THE GREATEST RESULTS 
TO SELL YOUR HOME

*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.

viewed live through an 
internet hook up, either 
high-speed or dial-up, 
and speakers or head-
phones to hear the lec-
ture. Participants also 
need a flash-enabled 
Web browser. 

The PowerPoint presen-
tations are run by the 
on-camera speaker, who 
is also able to take ques-
tions and answer them 
at the end of the lecture. 

Kay Grulich, project 
manager at CFBMC 
said the system was 
made so that people 
who only had dial-up 
internet were able to 
participate. 

“He’s able to hear, he’s 
able to see this live, to 
see the presentation 
and he’s also able to … 
write questions down 
directly to the speak-
ers,” said Grulich. “But 
with dial-up he’s not 

able to see the video of 
the speaker directly. 
This you’re only able to 
do with high-speed.”

A new feature this 
year sees the one-hour 
presentations recorded 
and archived by Farm-
centre.com for viewers 
who missed them or 
want to review. 

The next lecture, “Best 
Practices: Attributes of 
top farm executives,” is 
set for Dec. 19. 

Continued from page 25

Farming goes online

RICHARD VIVIAN

TEDDY BEARS TOSSED  
Fans contributed five 
large bags of stuffed 
animals to the Woolwich 
Community Services 
Goodwill Hamper 
program last Sunday, 
during an Elmira Sugar 
Kings game. The animals 
were tossed onto the 
ice following the first 
hometown goal. Injured 
players Zac Bauman (left) 
and Ed Oliver helped bag 
the donations.

PLUSH 
PLAYERS
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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E-bombs: from Bond to the real world
Q. You know about A-bombs 
and H-bombs.  And now, 
heaven help us, we’re hearing 
about E-bombs.  No, they’re 
not sent via E-mail.  Are they 
coming to a theater near you?

A.  They’ve already been 
there, featured in the 
James Bond film Golden-
Eye, where satellites fire 
off an electromagnetic 
pulse (EMP) that destroys 
all electrical equipment, 
says physicist Barry 
Parker in Death Rays, Jet 
Packs, Stunts & Supercars:  
The Fantastic Physics of 
Film’s Most Celebrated Se-
cret Agent. EMPs are now 
a big military concern.  In 
the 1960s, a high-altitude 
nuclear test over Johnson 
Island showed EMP effects 
850 miles away in the Ha-
waiian Islands.  “Street-
lights and fuses failed on 
Oahu and telephone ser-
vice was completely dis-

rupted for several hours 
on Kauai.”

An EMP does not affect 
humans directly, so few 
scientists worried about 
this at first.  In a nuclear 
blast, large fluxes of gam-
ma rays generate surging 
currents in electrical and 
electronic systems that 
can wreak havoc.  Com-
puters, telephones, car 
electrical systems, etc, 
can be destroyed.  A large 
device detonated 250 miles 
up over Kansas could stop 
“every car on every free-
way in the 48 contiguous 
U.S. states.  It’s hard to 
believe but it’s true.  And 
it would be a major job get-
ting them running again.”

More startling still, you 
don’t need a nuclear blast 
to unleash an EMP, says 
Parker.  An E-bomb can be 
a simple flux compression 
generator — copper wires 

around an explosive — 
sending out a pulse as pow-
erful as in a nuclear blast.  
“In many ways, although it 
does not kill people, the E-
bomb would be more dev-
astating to society than a 
nuclear bomb.”
Q.  You’re a savvy basketball 
player trying to distract the 
shooter with a hand thrust up 
in front of his face.  Sports sci-
entists say your best bet is to   
a) wave your  hand frenziedly 
to unnerve your opponent   b) 
hold your hand up like a steady 
fencepost, fingers splayed, to 
block his vision   c) hold your 
hand up, fingers stationary to-
gether, to best eclipse the air 
route to the basket.

A.  c) is the surprising an-

swer, says Mike McBeath, 
Arizona State University 
cognition and behavior 
scientist. Most people as-
sume that waving the 
hand adds confusion for 
the shooter, but in fact it 
is relatively easy to learn 
to ignore the motion.  A 
stationary hand has a bet-
ter chance of blocking the 
critical line of sight to the 
hoop, the difference — in 
one study by McBeath 
— being 39% hits with no 
hand up, 36% hits with a 
waved hand up, down to 
only 33% with a still hand 
up, fingers together.  While 
this is not widely known 
among players, some of the 
best such as Scottie Pippen 

have made use of this de-
fensive approach.
Q.  Why has eating gotten so 
complicated these days, what 
with overweight and eating 
disorders everywhere?  Wasn’t 
eating somehow a lot simpler 
in the past?  

A.  Overeating/obesity 
has been around since re-
mote antiquity, says Uni-
versity of California-Davis 
nutritionist Louis Grivet-
ti.  Bulimia’s origins are 
less obvious (eating and 
vomiting), but certainly 
it has been around since 
Roman times ... anorexia 
too. Sure, stress, fast 
foods and ads 24/7 are fac-
tors today but there have 
always been eating prob-
lems — getting enough 
to eat, balancing the diet, 
finding safe drinking wa-
ter.  “People didn’t even 
know about boiling to kill 
germs until the late 19th 

century.”
So with food problems 

worldwide, found equally 
among men and women, 
what is the future of eat-
ing?  Why not this? Let’s 
try to enjoy food, not be 
afraid of eating, revel as 
much in a chocolate sun-
dae as five spears of broc-
coli, eat broadly across the 
spectrum of fresh and pro-
cessed food.  Most of the 
world just wants enough 
to eat, while many affluent 
nations simply labour and 
worry too much.  “Instead, 
think about healthy pat-
terns, not specific healthy 
foods.  If you eat only or-
anges, you die.  If you eat 
oranges and hamburgers 
and x, y, and z, and move 
your body and exercise 
easily/enjoyably through-
out the day/week/years to 
come, we all would be bet-
ter off, right?”
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C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942

FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

When you travel, don’t forget to bring your Observer.
Take a picture of yourself with the Observer and
win a snazzy new t-shirt. Be creative and have fun!

See the world... Bring the essentials.

December 10 
Second Chance Farm’s Christmas Open House and 
Adoption Day, horse rescue and rehabilitation farm.  
Dec. 10 and 11, 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Activities for chil-
dren and adults,  used tack and treasure shop. 1693 
Durst Rd. just west of St. Jacobs. Call 888-8438 for 
information. 

December 11
A Time To Remember Please join us for a Christmas 
service of healing for anyone who has ever lost a 
loved one. Trinity United Church, Elmira  at 7 p.m. 
Speaker: Fred Redekop, “Unexpected Grief.” A pro-
gram of Elmira & District Ministerial, St. Jacobs Min-
isterial and Woolwich Interfaith Counselling Centre. 

December 15 & 16
A Christmas Tale -  7:30 p.m. at Woodside Bible Fel-
lowship, Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “A musical troupe 
of storytellers will gather to communicate the time-
less tale of Christmas.” Free admission, child care 
provided. 

December 17
Floradale Mennonite Church is hosting an Amnesty 
International Letter Writing Day event, 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m. on behalf to prisoners of conscience around the 
world. Phone 669-2861 for more information. 
Breakfast With Santa presented by St. Jacobs 
Optimist Club. Breakfast served 9 a.m. – noon, in-
cludes pancakes, sausages, and a drink. Santa & 
Mrs. Claus arrive at 10 a.m.  St. Jacobs Community 
Centre. Crafts for kids and silent auction. Parents 
– bring your cameras. Tickets available at Home 
Hardware Store, St. Jacobs. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance. 
Four Tickets to Christmas presented by KCF Musical 
Productions. 7:30 p.m. at Koinonia Christian Fellow-
ship, 850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale. Free admis-
sion. 
A Christmas Tale -  7:30 p.m. at Woodside Bible Fel-

lowship, Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “A musical troupe 
of storytellers will gather to communicate the time-
less tale of Christmas.” Free admission, child care 
provided. 
St. Clements Santa Claus Parade – 1 p.m. starting 
for the Industrial area, Hergott Road to St. Clements 
Community Centre. Following the parade visit with 
Santa at Lions Park. Paradise and District Lions Club 
will be collecting donations for the food bank and St. 
Clements Firefighters will be collecting donations for 
equipment purchases. 

December 18
A  Children’s Musical “Light of the World” a Christ-
mas musical will be presented by the children of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran at  6:30 p.m. 27 Mill St., Elmira. Ad-
mission is free, refreshments to follow. 
Annual Christmas Sing A Long – 7 p.m. Chalmers 
Presbyterian Church, Winterbourne. Free-will offer-
ing, will be donated to local charities. 
Four Tickets to Christmas presented by KCF Musical 
Productions; 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. at Koinonia Christian 
Fellowship, 850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale. Free 
admission. 

December 20
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Sausage and scalloped potatoes, salad, roll, Christ-
mas pudding with sauce, coffee, tea . Also, soup and 
roll to go.  For more information call the church office 
at 669-2852. 

December 31
New Year’s Eve Take Out – Bitternut squash soup, 
beef stroganoff on a bed of buttered noodles, mixed 
greens salad with a raspberry vinegrette croissant, 
chocolate truffle cheesecake with raspberry coulis  
and whipped crean, all for $15. Delivered to you or 
pick up at Gale Presbyterian Church from 5 – 6:30 
p.m. For tickets call church office 669-2852 or 669-
8217. Advance tickets only. 
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haircuts 
for kids...

our gift certificates 
and hair products 

make great
stocking stuffers!�

��

$2
save 

$2.00 off 
your 

next cut
offer expires dec 31, 2005
please present coupon.

hey kids,
this is chewy

reminding you that 
santa will be here 
soon! get your cool 
holiday cut before 
december 31st &

save $2.00!

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

One of Santa Claus’ 
last stops before 
packing up for 

another trip around the 
world will be the 12th an-
nual St. Clements Christ-
mas Parade. Next Satur-
day (Dec. 17), the guest of 
honour will be waving to 

Santa to make one more stop before the big day
St. Clements plays host to 12th annual parade next weekend

children and adults as he 
makes his way to Lions 
Park, where he’ll listen 
to wish-lists and hand 
out treats.

“We try and put on a 
good show for the peo-
ple,” said parade commit-
tee chair Paul Hergott, 
suggesting the parade 
also helps to foster com-
munity spirit.

And this year the pa-
rade will be bigger than 
ever. Fifty entries, in-
cluding four bands, will 
make their way north on 
Herrgott Road – from the 
Industrial area to Peter 
Street – before turning 
toward the arena. The 
show gets underway at 1 
p.m.

“I wasn’t stopping un-

til I got [50 entries] and 
I made it this morning,” 
the chair said Tuesday, 
noting there’s usually 
about 40 entries. “I go to 
different parades … and 
they (new entries) were 
interested in coming to 
ours.”

Following the others, 
of course, will be Santa 
himself. 

“He’ll have the best 
Santa float that I’ve 
ever seen,” Hergott said. 
“We’ve got cement rein-
deer … and it really looks 
sharp.”

The 2004 event saw 
about 800 people take 
in the parade – a num-
ber organizers hope to 
at least match this time 
around.

“It depends on the 
weather, I guess,” he 
chuckled.

Along the parade route, 
the Paradise and District 
Lions Club will be gath-
ering donations for lo-
cal food bank efforts. As 
well, St. Clements fire-
fighters plan to collect 
contributions toward 
equipment purchases.

�������������������
��������������������������

������ ��������� �� ����� ������� ����� �������� ���� ����� ���� ������
�����������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������
���������

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
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Monuments to a great
man & great journalism



Wise customers read the fine print: ∞, ∆, **, †, *, ¥ Limited time offers apply to retail deliveries only. Excludes freight ($1,000 for SX 2.0, $1,050 for Grand Cherokee, $1,200 for Caravan, $1,225 for Ram), license, insurance, registration, $50 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. Retailer trade may be
necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for specific pricing details and conditions. Retailers are free to set individual prices. Dealer discount offers valid on all 2005 Chrysler, Jeep and Dodge vehicles excluding Sprinter. ∞ Retailer discounts available on models shown as follows:
Caravan (28C) models: $7,500 (excluding Grand Caravan), SX 2.0 models (excluding SRT4): $2,750, Ram 1500 models (excluding SRT10): $3,000 and Grand Cherokee Laredo models: $4,000. ∆ 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on 2005 Ram 1500 (excluding SRT10). Example: $36,000 financed at 0% for 60 months,
monthly payment is $600, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $36,000. 0% purchase financing for 48 month terms on all 2005 Grand Cherokee models. Example: $34,800 financed at 0% for 48 months, monthly payment is $725, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $34,800. 0% purchase financing
for 36 month terms on 2005 Caravan models (excluding Grand Caravan). Example: $21,600 financed at 0% for 36 months, monthly payment is $600, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $21,600. ** Purchase prices apply only to the following 2005 models: Caravan (28C+AT1), SX 2.0 (24D+HAA) and Grand
Cherokee (26E+GTS). † Leases based on 48 month terms for the following 2005 models: Caravan (28C+AT1) total lease obligation is $13,872 @ 3.8% lease APR; Ram 1500 (26G+CMA+EZA+DCQ+*MP+NFU+GFA+DSA+WF3+DMH+SCV+CVN+AJB+AHC+AGG) total lease obligation is $19,152 @ 1.8% lease APR; Grand
Cherokee (26E+GTS) total lease obligation is $21,552 @ 4.8% lease APR. Freight ($1,050 for Grand Cherokee, $1,200 for Caravan, $1,225 for Ram), first month's payment, any retailer administration fees and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres.
Ω Best/Most in class claims based on 2005 model year competitive product information available at the time of printing. ° Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2005 model year Dodge Caravan, Ram 1500 Quad Cab and Jeep Grand Cherokee. 5-star ratings as follows: Caravan:
front driver and passenger, rear seat side. Ram 1500 Quad Cab: front driver and passenger. NOTE: for Ram 1500 Quad Cab models side impact was not tested. Jeep Grand Cherokee: front driver and passenger, front seat and rear seat side. ‡ Based on 2005 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada.

Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ® Jeep, Quadra-Trac I, HEMI and Quad Cab are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. * Purchase or lease and take delivery of a new, unused 2005 or 2006 model vehicle from a participating Chrysler, Jeep,
Dodge Retailer between November 10 and January 3, 2006 inclusive and you will automatically be entered in the “You could be a Millionaire” contest. FOR COMPLETE CONTEST DETAILS, GO TO www.daimlerchrysler.ca/millionaire.
¥ For the Chrysler Jeep Dodge Weekly Cash Prize Contest - No purchase necessary. Some restrictions apply. Contest opens November 17, 2005 and closes January 2, 2006. Must be a legal resident of Canada, over the age of majority and hold a 
valid driver's license. Retail value of Weekly Prize is $25,000.00. Weekly prize winners entered in “You could be a Millionaire” contest. Must correctly answer a mathematical skill testing question to be declared a winner. Odds of winning depend on
number of eligible entries received. Complete contest details available at www.ctv.ca. CTV® is a registered trade-mark of CTV Inc. Used under license.

V I S I T  Y O U R  C H R Y S L E R ,  J E E P® ,  D O D G E  R E TA I L E R

Someone who purchases or leases a new
Chrysler, Jeep® or Dodge vehicle will 

win $1 million dollars*.
As well, get up to $7,500 dollars in Dealer discounts∞

PLUS 0% purchase financing∆ up to 60 months on select vehicles.

� 132 hp 2.0L SOHC 16-valve engine � 4-speed automatic transmission 
� Air conditioning � AM/FM/CD stereo � Fog lamps  

2005 DODGE SX 2.0

Purchase
for

$14,998**

FUEL ECONOMY: 
� City: 9.3L/100 km (30 mpg)‡

� Hwy: 6.7L/100 km (42 mpg)‡

� Canada’s best selling minivanΩ � Five star safety ratingº � Air conditioning 
� Power windows, mirrors and locks � Plus more

PLUS 0%purchase financing∆

for 36 months
Purchase

for

Includes
DVD

System

$19,998**

or Lease
for

$289† Lease
APR 3.8%per month for 48 months  

with $0 Security deposit.
$0 DOWN PAYMENT

2005 DODGE CARAVAN

FUEL ECONOMY: � City: 12.2L/100 km (23 mpg)‡
� Hwy: 8.2L/100 km (34 mpg)‡

Lease
APR 4.8%

� 3.7L V6 engine � Quadra-Trac I® full-time 4WD � 5-speed automatic transmission 
� Air conditioning � Five star safety ratingº � Electronic Stability Program (ESP) 

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO 4x4

PLUS 0% purchase financing∆

for 48 months
Purchase

for
$33,288**

or Lease
for

$449† per month for 48 months 
with $0 Security deposit.
$0 DOWN PAYMENT

Lease
APR 1.8%Lease

for
$399† per month for 48 months 

with $0 Security deposit.
$0 DOWN PAYMENT

� 345 hp 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine – the most powerful truck in its classΩ

� Best-in-class interior roomΩ � Five star safety ratingº � Trailer Tow Group 
� Power seats, windows and locks � 20” aluminum wheels

or
choose 0% purchase financing∆

for 60 months

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB® SLT 4x4

in the Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge weekly cash prize contest. Grab a contest entry
card and tune into CTV News every Thursday at 6pm and watch for the keyword. 

Plus, just by visiting a participating Retailer 
you could win $25,000¥
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