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Officials look to solution for unruly high schoolers
Drinking, drug use and vandalism has neighbours up in arms, but solution hard to come by

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Listowel man was taken by he-
licopter to a London hospital 
Tuesday afternoon, following 
a head-on collision on Line 86 

west of Macton. Linwood firefighters 
spent nearly an hour removing the 67-
year-old from the wreckage, as paramed-

Passenger airlifted to London with major injuries, others treated and released

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Kids aren’t the only 
ones watching the 
calendar with some 
dread: the prospect 

of another school year has 
residents surrounding Elmi-

ics treated his injuries and prepared 
him for the flight.

The collision occurred shortly before 
4 p.m., between Manser and Lichty 
roads.

“There was an eastbound minivan that 
had crossed over the centre line. As a 
result, the minivan struck a westbound 
vehicle and the minivan rolled over,” 
explained Waterloo Regional Police 

traffic unit Const. Frank Heinrich, the 
investigating officer. “Driver inattention 
was a contributing factor in this colli-
sion. …The investigation is continuing.”

As the minivan crossed the centre line, 
he added, the westbound driver attempt-
ed to avoid a collision by veering into 
the eastbound lane. However the effort 
wasn’t enough and the vehicles’ front 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A much-anticipated report de-
tailing more than $265,000 
in overspending on the 
Linwood Recreation Cen-

tre project has left some councillors 
wanting more. The report proposes a 
means to recoup the additional funds 
spent, but provides no details as to 
how the project went so far over bud-
get or who approved the additional 
dollars. One councillor dubbed it a 
“useless document.”

“The document handed out last 
night is not the document I expect-
ed,” Coun. Dusan Cizman told the 
Observer Aug. 24. “I think this docu-
ment is totally inadequate.

“Will the people responsible step 
up to the plate? And even if they do, 
where will we find these hundreds-
of-thousands of dollars?”

In the report, delivered to the 

Linwood 
rec. complex 
went $265K 
over budget
Fundraising committee 
report fails to explain 
reason for spending, 

who authorized it

▼ See DELAYED page 4

ra District Secondary School 
worried about parking, litter-
ing and vandalism problems.

Neighbours say students are 
increasingly unruly, and the 
situation is getting worse each 
year. They’re pushing school, 
township and police officials to 
tackle the issues before classes 

resume.
While admitting the problems 

exist, officials seem somewhat 
at a loss to solve them.

Representatives from each 
of the groups met Aug. 23 as 
Woolwich council resumed sit-
ting after a five-week summer 
break. Delegates from EDSS, 

Waterloo Regional District 
School Board and Waterloo Re-
gional Police joined neighbours 
at the request of the township 
following a meeting early this 
summer when residents pre-
sented councillors with a list of 
grievances.

Citing tales of drinking, drug 

use and disregard for public 
safety, they asked council-
lors to clamp down on park-
ing, particularly on Univer-
sity Avenue, and to force the 
school to move its smoking 
area; students currently use 
the so-called U in front of the 

RICHARD VIVIAN

EXTRACTION EFFORT  Linwood firefighters work to remove a Listowel man from the wreckage of a vehicle on Line 86 Tuesday afternoon, while paramedics treat 
the occupants of a second vehicle involved. A Kitchener woman was charged with ‘careless driving.’
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ends struck on the pas-
senger side.

The force of the colli-
sion caused both vehicles 
to spin; the westbound 
vehicle turned east while 
the minivan left the 
road, flipped onto its roof 
and came to rest facing 
south.

Firefighters used a hy-
draulic spreader and 
saws to remove pieces of 
the wreckage to gain ac-
cess to the Listowel man, 
who was in the passen-
ger seat of the westbound 
Kia. He was taken by air 
ambulance to London 
Health Sciences Centre 
with major injuries. At 
press time his condition 
remained unchanged. 
He’s expected to survive, 
Heinrich noted.

His wife, 60, was driv-
ing at the time of the 
collision. She was trans-
ported by ambulance to 

Driver crossed centre line
Continued from cover

building, an area owned 
by the township. The 
delegates also requested 
more supervision by 
school administrators, 
Woolwich bylaw enforce-
ment officers and police.

Officials, however, ad-
mitted there are no easy 
cures to the issues identi-
fied by neighbours.

For school principal 
Gary Ayre, provincial 
rules and the need to su-
pervise 1,200 students 
with limited resources 
undermine his ability to 
deal with concerns. The 
smoking area, for in-
stance, is an issue be-
cause provincial legisla-
tion prohibits smoking 
on school property – the 
board has pushed for the 
law to be changed but 
with no luck. The current 
location is the best com-
promise to date.

The offences listed by 
neighbours, he stressed, 
are the work of a handful 
of the student body.

“I’m appalled by the 
amount of drinking and 
drug use that take place 
in this community,” he 
said. “The drinking, 
we’re dealing with it on 
a regular basis at our 
school. It does happen, 
I’m not trying to shelter 
that. I think it happens 
with a very small num-
ber of our students.”

Hall monitors watch 
what happens on school 
property, including the 
smoking area. As soon 
as students move off the 
campus, however, admin-
istrators are unable to 
keep tabs on the students, 
or to intervene. Anyone 
witnessing students in-
volved in illegal acts such 
as drinking should call 
the police, he said.

Acknowledging neigh-
bourhood concerns, Sgt. 
Merv Knechtel of Elmi-
ra’s Division 3A said po-
lice resources make con-
stant surveillance of the 
area impossible. Reports 
are acted on promptly, 

however, and residents 
should continue to call 
whenever they have a 
concern, he added.

Two officers are on duty 
each shift. The detachment 
is responsible for covering 
much of Woolwich Town-
ship and part of Wellesley 
Township, responding 
to some 250 enforcement 
issues each month. Last 
year, 43 of those calls in-
volved the area around 
the high school.

“We can’t be all places at 
all times,” said Knechtel.

In response to concerns, 
undercover units will 
step up investigations 
around the high school, 
particularly early in the 
school year.

“People who are commit-
ting offences will have to 
face the consequences,” 
he warned.

The township also plans 
to step up bylaw enforce-
ment in the area, looking 
at controlling parking 
problems and trespass 
issues. Lighting will be 

added to the U area to re-
duce nighttime loitering 
and vandalism. The extra 
light is expected to boost 
the effectiveness of a se-
curity camera mounted 
on the school – the device 
has been destroyed three 
times by vandals acting 
after dark.

Councillors recommend-
ed the creation of a stand-
ing committee involving 
officials and residents to 
address neighbourhood 
concerns.

“This is a small minor-
ity of bad apples in our 
basket of good kids. We 
have to weed out the bad 
apples, or encourage 
them to be better apples,” 
said Coun. Mark Bau-
man. He called for more 
undercover police activ-
ity, and for changes to the 
Tobacco Control Act to 
permit smoking areas on 
school property.

“They’re burying their 
heads in the sand … mov-
ing the problem onto the 
neighbours.”

Continued from cover

Weeding out the bad apples

RICHARD VIVIAN

Grand River Hospital 
with minor injuries, 
where she was treated 
and released. The mini-
van occupants – a 26-
year-old female driver 
and her 57-year-old male 

passenger, both of Kitch-
ener – were also taken 
to the hospital by ambu-
lance with minor inju-
ries.

Both vehicles were de-
stroyed in the collision. 

Traffic was rerouted 
around the scene for 
about three hours as po-
lice investigated.

Christine Wilson of 
Kitchener was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An Elmira-area 
farmer was work-
ing his land for 

more than a dozen years 
before discovering he 
has two Northfield 
Drives running through 
the property. The news 
also came as a surprise 
to Woolwich Township, 
which found itself owning 
a strip of land through 
two farms between Line 
86 and Balsam Grove 
Road.

Aden Martin wants the 

township to turn over the 
1.5 acres bisecting his 
farm free of charge, say-
ing the land should have 
been transferred to the 
property when the swap 
was made for the new 
route. Woolwich, howev-
er, wants to sell the land 
to him for $4,500.

Taking his case to coun-
cil Aug. 23, Martin came 
out on the losing end of a 
split vote, as politicians 
upheld a staff position to 
seek $3,000 per acre for a 
total of $4,500, plus legal 
fees.

“We have to look at get-

ting some reimbursement 
for this property. It’s a 
precedent that we don’t 
want to set to just be giv-
ing property away,” said 
Coun. Mark Bauman. As 
chair of the committee-
of-the-whole meeting, he 
was obliged to break a 2-
2 tie as councillors were 
split on Martin’s request.

The problem, argued 
Coun. Murray Martin, 
stems from a lack of pa-
perwork tied to the de-
cades-old realignment 
of a stretch of Northfield 
Drive East. The old route 
was closed, the pavement 

A roadway runs through it
Northfield Dr. resident, township attempt deal on longstanding road allowance

removed, but the land 
was never conveyed to 
adjacent property own-
ers. Officially, the strip 
remains a township road 
allowance. 

“I can’t believe that we 
would even consider do-
ing business on hearsay, 
when you go back 40 or 
50 years. That’s a pretty 
slippery slope to go on,” 
said Martin.

The legal status was dis-
covered last year when 
Aden Martin applied for 
a building permit to en-
close a loading dock on 

▼ See FREE page 7

AIRLIFTED TO HOSPITAL  A 67-year-old Listowel man – who had been in the passenger seat of this car 
– was airlifted to a London hospital with major, but non-life threatening injuries.
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Soup’s on
Elmira woman’s stories published in famed Chicken Soup for the Soul series

RICHARD VIVIAN

Four-year debate ends 
as living fence planted

   ▼   YOU’LL ALWAYS GET THE STRAIGHT GOODS HERE: THE OBSERVER, TELLING IT LIKE IT IS WEEK IN AND WEEK OUT. WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY’S #1 SOURCE.

▼ See SOUL page 5

Thieves target 
vehicle contents

Woolwich backs call  
to reverse library cuts

Wellesley, Perth East 
to swap equipment
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Grandmothers everywhere were 
served up a little chicken soup last 
week, thanks in part to Elmira’s 
Rachel Wallace-Oberle. The local 

writer is among 101 story contributors in 
Chicken Soup for the Grand-
ma’s Soul released Aug. 16. 
It’s the latest edition in the 
best-selling series.

The book, as with 
others in the Chicken 
Soup library, features 
a collection of stories 
designed to inspire read-
ers with heartfelt tales 
and comical experiences 
taken from real-life.

“Everybody feels they 
have a purpose in life, that 
they were placed here for 
a reason. And I know that the reason I’m 
here is to write and to inspire with what I 
write. I find that there is great beauty in 
relationships, motherhood. I often like to 
write about that and that happens to fit into 
Chicken Soup,” said Wallace-Oberle, who’s 

been a freelance writer for 25 years. Her 
works have appeared in an array of mag-
azines, newspapers and now four Chicken 
Soup titles.

“I never expected that I would be a moth-
er; I expected to be a globetrotting report-
er. To have a family has proven to be one 
of the finest things. I’m so glad I didn’t 

miss out on it. That’s partly why I love 
to write about them and the 

incredible things kids 
do. They’re used 
to seeing their 
little experienc-

es pop up all over 
the place. They’re 
so good about it.”
In her latest sub-

mission, the Elmira 
woman shares mem-

ories of Nan, her hus-
band’s grandmother 

– the two became close after Wallace-
Oberle married into the family. Through 
the story she tells of Nan’s strength, de-
termination and love, even as she neared 
her final days in the hospital. More than 
putting Nan’s actions on paper, the piece 
tells of the inspiration Nan gave Wallace-

Oberle and all those around her.
The story wasn’t written with the Chicken 

Soup books in-mind; rather it’s a portion of 
the eulogy she delivered at Nan’s funeral 
about five years ago.

“After I gave the eulogy, I hated to just 
see it end there and, because I do write for 
them I sent it to them,” she said, noting she 
didn’t expect the story to be published be-
cause the series generally shies away from 
eulogies. “I guess it had enough of a reflec-
tion feeling to it.”

“It’s actually the opening story of our 
‘Lessons’ chapter,” said D’Ette Corona, the 
book’s production coordinator. Nan’s tale 
was selected from about 5,000 submissions, 
which staff narrowed down to 140 forward-
ed to volunteer readers for consideration in 
choosing 101 for publication.

“Her story was in the top 30 of the 140 sto-
ries. She has been in numerous Chicken 
Soup books because her stories are written 
well and the reader panel always seems to 
feel there is a strong connection to the title 
of the book and can be an inspiration to 
others.”

Wallace-Oberle’s works were also included 
in Chicken Soup for the Bride’s Soul, Chick-

A HEALING SOUL  Elmira’s Rachel Wallace-Oberle flips through a copy of Chicken Soup for the Grandma’s Soul released Aug. 16. She’s one of 101 contributors to 
have a story included in the book.

In a cost-saving measure, Wellesley 
Township is planning to temporarily swap 
equipment with neighbouring Perth East. 
The exchange, approved by Wellesley 
council this week, will see two Wellesley 
trucks used to haul fill for a week in Perth 
East and a homemade shouldering ma-
chine roam the roads of Wellesley.
Public works director Will McLaughlin 

brought the request forward Tuesday 
(Aug. 23), suggesting the move will save 
the municipality nearly $9 per hour during 
the trade. Perth East’s shouldering ma-
chine, he said has “substantially increased 
productivity” over traditional methods.
To rent the machine, Perth East charges 

$120 per hour, including personnel. The 
cost of two Wellesley trucks and drivers 
is $111.06 per hour.
Under the agreement no money will 

change hands.
Wellesley’s shouldering work was in-

cluded in the 2005 budget. With use 
of the borrowed machine, the process 
should be “substantially” quicker, 
McLaughlin noted. 

Vehicle thieves and those who pilfer 
their contents struck hard in Woolwich 
this week, making off with two vehicles 
and a stash of smaller items. Police con-
tinue to investigate the incidents and are 
interested in talking to anyone who has 
information.
Last weekend, seven vehicles in Elmira 

and St. Jacobs – split six and one respec-
tively – were entered illegally under the 
cover of darkness. Unknown culprits 
made off with four car stereos, a sub 
woofer, CDs and a small quantity of 
change. In two of the cases nothing was 
reported missing.
All of the incidents saw windows pried 

open to gain access. Police believe many 
of the occurrences are related.
The first reported vehicle theft occurred 

Aug. 17 in Conestogo, followed two days 
later by a similar incident on Elmira’s Fla-
mingo Drive. Both vehicles were subse-
quently recovered in Kitchener.
Police are also investigating two aban-

doned vehicles discovered on local roads 
Aug. 19 and 22.

There’s probably no more flip-flopping 
in store in Elmira’s Birdland subdivision, 
where years of controversy over a fence 
has been put to rest: the living fence op-
tion has won out. The natural divider 
– bushes and shrubs – has been planted 
and markers installed in accordance with 
Woolwich Township plans. The natural 
fence separates properties on Burlwood 
Drive from the adjoining municipal 
woodlot.
For more than four years, council and 

residents have gone back and forth be-
tween a chainlink fence and the natural 
option.

Backing a resolution from the Town-
ship of King, Woolwich councillors this 
week called for the Ministry of Culture 
to restore funding the Ontario Library 
Service. Earlier this year, the province 
cut about $1.2 million from public library 
services, including the inter-library loan 
system.
 The cutbacks hit hardest at Ontario’s 

rural libraries, which depend on the loan 
system to a much larger degree than 
their urban counterparts.
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Waterloo Catholic District School Board

Welcome Back To School!
Tuesday, September 6, 2005

For information about your school – or to find your school boundaries – visit the special “Sign Up For School” section on our
web site at: www.wcdsb.edu.on.ca – or send an email with your question to info@wcdsb.edu.on.ca.

Elementary School Registration
Information for parents of Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten students regarding start dates and transportation is available at
your school. Unless otherwise advised, all Grade 1 to 8 students return to school on Tuesday, September 6, 2005 for a regular day
of classes.

For additional information regarding registration, please call the appropriate school:

Bus Transportation
Unless you have been otherwise advised, all elementary and secondary school buses will operate on the same schedules as last school term. For additional
information regarding bus schedules, please call the transportation office at 570-0915 (ext. 4349). Public transit information may be obtained by calling Grand
River Transit at 585-7555.

Secondary School Registration 
All Secondary Students are to be in full uniform on the first day of regular classes 
- Wednesday, September 7, 2005.
Monsignor Doyle Catholic Secondary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-1290

• Wednesday, August 31 – Grade 9 Orientation in Cafeteria
- 9 a.m. – St. Augustine; St. Anne
- 10 a.m. – St. Ambrose; Holy Spirit; St. Gregory
- 11 a.m. – St. Francis; St. Vincent de Paul; St. Brigid; all public school students and new Grade 9 registrants

• Tuesday, September 6:
- Buses on regular a.m. schedule (depart @ 12:15 p.m.)
- Students report to gym as follows:

8:00 a.m. – Grade 9; 9:00 a.m. – Grade 10; 10:00 a.m. – Grade 11; 11:00 a.m. – Grade 12 & 5th year students.
- All students report to their Period 1 class after reporting to gym. Students with Period 1 spare, report to library)

Resurrection Catholic Secondary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .741-1990
• Monday, August 29 & Tuesday, August 30

- 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Registration in Cafeteria for pre-registered students. All others by appointment only.
• Tuesday, September 6

- 10:30 a.m. – Grades 10, 11 & 12: Report to homeroom (dismissal @ 11:30 a.m.)
- 12:30 p.m. – Grade 9: Report to Cafeteria (dismissal @ 2:35 p.m.)

St. Benedict Catholic Secondary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-4050
• Wednesday, August 31 – Grade 9 Registration in Gym

- 9:00 a.m. – Christ the King; St. Peter’s; St. Margaret; Mother Teresa
- 10:00  a.m. – St. Joseph; St. Michael; All Galt and Preston Public Schools
- 11:00 a.m. – St. Elizabeth; Our Lady of Fatima;  All Hespeler Public Schools

• Tuesday, September 6:
- GRT Special Buses arrive at 8:00 a.m. Yellow Buses arrive at 9:00 a.m. (all buses depart at 11:30 a.m.)
- Grade   9: Orientation at 9:00 a.m.
- Grade 10: Registration in Gym @ 9:00 a.m.
- Grade 11: Registration in Gym @ 10:00 a.m.
- Grade 12: Registration in Gym @ 11:00 a.m.

St. David Catholic Secondary School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-1340
• Registration Days:

- Monday, August 29 - 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
- Tuesday, August 30 - 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

• Tuesday, September 6:
All  yellow and GRT special buses on regular a.m. schedule
-   8:25 a.m. – All Grade 10 to 12 students report to period 1 classes. Dismissal at 10:40 a.m.
- 11:00 a.m. – All Grade 9 students report to cafeteria. Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
-   1:15 p.m. – All yellow buses and GRT special buses depart

St. Mary’s High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .745-6891
• Wednesday, August 31 and Thursday, September 1:
-   9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Registration for all students in the cafeteria. Sept. 6 bus schedules to be provided.
• Tuesday, September 6:
-   9:00 a.m. – Grade 9 students report to the cafeteria (dismissal at 10:45 a.m.)
- 11:00 a.m. – Grades 10, 11 and 12 report to homeroom (dismissal at 12:30 p.m.)

St. Louis Adult Learning Centres & Continuing Education
Registration starts August 29. Most classes begin September 12, 2005.

International Languages
Children are invited to learn Portuguese, Italian, Croatian, Polish, Tgrigna, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Ukrainian, &
Japanese at no charge.
Youth and adults: Secondary school credits are offered in most of these languages. Materials deposit applies. Classes begin after
Labour Day.  Call 620-9658.
Driver Education – Call 620-9658 for Fall/Winter/Spring/Summer class information.
Christmas, March Break and Summer Camps for Children

St. Louis Adult Learning Centres – Microsoft Testing Centres
� Day and evening sessions.
� Computer training (basics to advanced levels, MS Office, AutoCad)
� Childcare

English as a Second Language
LINC classes, sponsored by Citizenship and Immigration Canada
Prepare for Canadian citizenship hearing

School-to-Work Secondary School Credit Adult Basic 
Literacy & Numeracy

• Personal Support Worker • Hairstylist / Barber • Math, Business, • Preparation for work
• Chef / Hospitality • Client Service Professional English, Computers (incl. AutoCad) • Math, Reading,
• Microsoft Office Specialist • Welding Science, Social Studies Writing, Computers

• Study in class or at home

Cambridge Kitchener/Waterloo

Tel: 620-9658 Tel: 745-1201 E-mail: info@wcdsb.edu.on.ca
82 Beverly Street 80 Young Street, Kitchener Web: http://stlouis.wcdsb.edu.on.ca

Kitchener
Blessed Sacrament  . . . . . . . . .745-5950
Blessed Kateri . . . . . . . . . . . . .895-1716
Canadian Martyrs  . . . . . . . . . .578-7579
John Sweeney ...........................579-5212
Monsignor Gleason  . . . . . . . . .579-0890
Monsignor Haller  . . . . . . . . . .579-1230
Notre Dame  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .745-7171
Our Lady of Grace  . . . . . . . . .745-3961
St. Aloysius . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .893-5830
St. Anne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .745-7847
St. Bernadette  . . . . . . . . . . . . .743-1541
St. Daniel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .893-8801
St. Dominic Savio  . . . . . . . . . .576-5503
St. John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .745-7793
St. Mark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .743-4682
St. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .748-6008
St. Paul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .743-4401
St. Teresa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .743-2131
St. Timothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .748-1874

Cambridge
Christ the King  . . . . . . . . . . . .621-6680
Holy Spirit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-8973
Mother Teresa  . . . . . . . . . . . . .624-7115
Our Lady of Fatima . . . . . . . . .658-4041
St. Ambrose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-1020
St. Anne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-8920
St. Augustine . . . . . . . . . . . . . .740-3530
St. Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .651-0400
St. Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-0371
St. Gregory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-6770
St. Joseph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .653-4482
St. Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .622-6100
St. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .653-3351
St. Peter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .621-5211
St. Vincent de Paul  . . . . . . . . .740-0678
Waterloo
Holy Rosary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .747-9005
Our Lady of Lourdes . . . . . . . .886-4810
St. Agnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-3180
Sir Edgar Bauer . . . . . . . . . . . .884-8480

Waterloo - cont’d.
St. Luke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4912
St. Nicholas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-9198
St. Matthew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
886-9311

Ayr
St. Brigid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .632-5101

Elmira
St. Teresa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .669-8843

Maryhill
St. Boniface  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .648-2832

New Hamburg
Holy Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .662-1734

St. Agatha
St. Agatha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .747-1801

St. Clements
St. Clement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .699-5271
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Wellesley recreation com-
mittee Tuesday (Aug. 23), 
project fundraising com-
mittee chair Steve Moser 
recommends the commit-
tee and Linwood Lions 
Club assume $200,000 
in overspending for the 
sports park. It also seeks 

gested.
The ball diamond deben-

ture was included in the 
2005 municipal budget, 
but hasn’t been formally 
approved.

In return for the fund-
raising commitment, 
the proposal asks that 
Wellesley take on $66,985 

in overspending related 
to the library, either 
through reserve funds or 
a property tax increase. 
The township is required 
to provide a suitable lo-
cation for the region’s li-
brary services.

Moser couldn’t be 
reached for comment at 
press time.

The Linwood Recre-
ation Centre and library 
was initially budgeted at 
$2.3 million, with more 
than $500,000 provided 
by fundraising efforts 
and in-kind community 
donations. Federal and 
provincial funding assis-
tance was also provided.

In the committee pro-
posal, the overspending 
was broken up between 
the library and sports 
park based on square-
footage of the multi-use 
facility, explained chief 
administrative officer 
Susan Duke.

“The percentage split 
was approved by the 
funding ministries as 
well, it’s not just an arbi-
trary number.”

All rec. centre invoices 
received by township staff 
were paid prior to the 

they want to have the 
township accept what’s 
happened and borrow 
$300,000,” added Hackett. 
“Where did the money 
come from to cover that 
$200,000 to pay those 
bills? … I want to know 
how money that we didn’t 
have got spent.

“There are lots of ques-
tions, that I have any-
way,” he said, adding he 
plans to raise his queries 
when council meets to 
formally address the pro-
posal. 

Council learned ear-
lier this month that at 
least part of the project 
work didn’t follow proper 
tendering procedures. 
Moser admitted to hiring 
Ziegler Electric, a compa-
ny he works for, baseball 
diamond lightning at a 
cost of $16,422 without 
council’s approval.

Township staff acknowl-
edged the process failure 
and agreed to take steps 
to ensure it doesn’t hap-
pen again. The incident 
was chalked up as a 
“communication error” 
between Moser and the 
recreation director.

Delayed report “inadequate” in explaining budget
a $100,000 debenture from 
the township to complete 
work on a ball diamond. 
Funds for the unbud-
geted amount would be 
borrowed from the town-
ship, with a repayment 
deadline of June 2008.

An interest rate on the 
loan has yet to be sug-

funding proposal being 
presented to councillors.

Wellesley council has 
yet to take a position on 
the proposal, though 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn is 
hoping it will be accept-
ed. Councillors are set to 
address the report Sept. 
6, followed by a special 
council meeting on Sept. 
8. Fundraising commit-
tee representatives are 
expected to attend the lat-
ter to answer questions.

The funding scheme, 
Kelterborn told the Ob-
server, was developed in 
conjunction with coun-
cillors’ input. However, 
others around the coun-
cil table are waiting for 
further explanation of 
the project before taking 
a stance on the proposal. 
Cizman and Coun. Ron 
Hackett first requested 
a detailed explanation 
of the project’s spending 
early last summer.

“Here we are in August, 
2005 and all we get is a 
couple pieces of totally 
inadequate paper,” Ciz-
man said.

“They (fundraising 
committee) just want to 
get the job finished. I feel 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Alcohol consump-
tion on municipal 
property has got 

out of hand and, in some 
cases, is happening il-
legally, says a Wellesley 
councillor. 

At a meeting Tuesday 
evening (Aug. 23), Coun. 
Joe Nowak called for 
increased deposits for 
facility rentals to cover 
the cost of cleaning up 
broken beer bottles and 
police assistance to deter 
outdoor drinkers. 

“I don’t want to stop peo-
ple from having fun, but 
I think there’s a certain 
amount of liability that 
this township is looking 
at if something serious 
happens,” he told the 
recreation committee. 
His remarks followed a 
request from an adult 
hockey league to allow 
beer sales after its games 
at the Wellesley Arena. “I 
think things are a little 
bit out of control.”

The league traditionally 
plays at the St. Clements 
arena twice weekly. How-
ever, as the St. Clements 
facility is closed for re-
pairs, games have been 
moved to Wellesley. The 
group is currently autho-
rized for beer sales in St. 
Clements as a fundraiser 

Beer bottle mess
frustrates councillor

“I think things are a little bit out of control,” says Nowak
and was seeking permis-
sion to continue those ef-
forts while temporarily 
displaced.

The St. Clements arena 
repairs are slated for 
completion in the next 
two months.

Committee members 
turned down the hockey 
league’s request; St. Cle-
ments service board 
chair Herb Nehr was the 
sole supporter.

Nowak’s concerns – 
echoed by others around 
the committee table 
– didn’t centre on the 
hockey league’s request 
in particular, but rather 
ongoing problems with 
drinking at the Wellesley 
Community Centre and 
the accompanying base-
ball diamonds.

The Wellesley Village 
representative saw the 
problem first-hand while 
walking his dog early in 
the morning Aug. 14. The 
previous day, a baseball 
tournament was held at 
the lower diamond and 
the community centre 
hosted a stag-and-doe. 
While walking around 
the area, Nowak discov-
ered empty beer bottles 
and broken glass scat-
tered across the diamond 
and the community cen-
tre parking lot. He also 
received complaints from 
village residents about 

the mess.
“The parking lot of the 

community centre was 
literally littered with 
broken bottles and empty 
glasses,” he said. “I had 
to wonder whether the 
party was in the park-
ing lot or whether it was 
inside.

“Maybe it was just one 
weekend – I’m hoping 
that’s all it was – but I 
think we’re going to have 
to clamp down on what’s 
happening on our facili-
ties.”

In scheduling facil-
ity rentals, renters are 
required to first sign a 
municipal alcohol policy, 
which sets out the rules 
for consumption, includ-
ing a requirement that 
alcohol not leave a des-
ignated area, explained 
recreation director Brad 
Voisin. The same policy 
applies to municipal fa-
cilities across the town-
ship.

Voisin suggested the 
mess at the ball diamond 
Aug. 14 wasn’t related to 
the scheduled events, but 
rather a third party.

He’s currently prepar-
ing a report to council 
in response to Nowak’s 
concerns. The councillor 
also request Waterloo Re-
gional Police be invited to 
meet with council when 
the report is delivered.

Continued from cover
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en Soup for the Inspired 
Woman’s Soul and Chick-
en Soup for the Christian 
Woman’s Soul. All of the 
stories revolve around 
her experiences and those 
of her family, husband 
Jay and sons Barrett, 18, 
and Thomas, 14. 

“I write about my boys 
a lot,” she said, noting 
their adventures have 
been included in several 
publications.

It’s been about six years 
that Wallace-Oberle has 
been submitting tales to 
Health Communications 
Inc., which produces the 
Chicken Soup series. It 
takes about two years 
from submission to pub-
lication, she told the Ob-
server, noting four of her 
submitted stories have 
yet to make it to print and 
may not be published, 
depending on HCI’s title 
subject decisions.

Continued from page 3

Soul food

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A group of Conesto-
go residents have 
discovered a new 

meaning to stop-and-go 
traffic. An on-again, off-

Conestogo residents no longer bent out of shape
Township, Golf Course Road neighbours agree to redesign of curve

again reconstruction 
project on Golf Course 
Road picked up speed 
this week, as Woolwich 
council approved spend-
ing more than $12,000 to 
rework a sharp curve ad-
jacent to Priddle Park.

The decision revers-
es a March decree to 
leave the bend as is. 
That vote itself over-
turned plans from just 
a month earlier to re-
build the road.

The Aug. 23 go-ahead 

did not come easily: 
meeting as a committee-
of-the-whole, councillors 
were split, forcing chair 
Mark Bauman to break 
at 2-2 tie in favour of the 
project.

Director of engineer-
ing and planning Dave 
Gosnay explained the 
work involves removing 
the curb and gutter on 
the outside of the sharp 
curve, providing more 
paved area for vehicles 
negotiating the turn.

The curve is particular-
ly troublesome for large 
vehicles, which have to 
encroach on the other 
lane while turning – it 
essentially rules out two 
large vehicles using that 

Its application was ap-
proved months ago, 
but Wellesley has yet 

to see any of the cash 
necessary to get started 
on a $1.25-million road 
reconstruction plan. The 
project was approved for 
three-way cost sharing 
under the Canada-Ontar-
io Rural Infrastructure 
Fund (COMRIF), which 
will see the cost divided 
between the three levels 
of government.

However, without cash 
from the upper-tier gov-
ernments, the construc-

tion effort was stalled 
after the engineering 
stage, public works di-
rector Will McLaughlin 
explained.

“If these approvals drag 
us too much further into 
the fall, we will not be 
able to start the project 
because it’s weather-de-
pendent,” he told council 
this week, noting proj-
ect details have yet to 
receive formal endorse-
ment. “We’ve been led 
to believe that sometime 
after Sept. 2 we may get 
our approvals, within a 
week or two I would sug-
gest.”

Wellesley waits on COMRIF cash
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In an effort to hasten the 
project, council agreed to 
remove six culverts from 
the funding application. 
Those culverts – totaling 
about $20,000 in work – 
will now be funded from 
municipal reserves.

The project includes re-
pairs and upgrades to 3.6 
kilometres of Deborah 
Glaister Line, a 500-me-
tre section of Herrgott 
Road, 5.2 kilometres of 
Ament Line and a 1.4-ki-
lometre portion of Maple-
wood Road.

Construction was ini-
tially expected to be com-
pleted this summer.

portion of the street at 
the same time.

Ongoing safety concerns 
have seen Golf Course 
Road Neighbourhood As-
sociation pressing for 
changes to the design for 
more than a year, as a 
new subdivision emerges 
adjacent to the Conestoga 
Golf Club.

The reworked design 
won the approval of both 
engineering staff and 
residents.

“It’s certainly better 
than what it is now,” 
said Ron Schwark, presi-
dent of the association 
that represents some 110 
households in the Cones-
togo neighbourhood.

“We feel very confident 

this will satisfy all of the 
needs of the residents in 
the community, and will 
greatly improve the safe-
ty for cars, buses, cyclists 
and, certainly, pedestri-
ans.”

Not all councillors, 
however, signed on to 
the solution. For Coun. 
Pat McLean, the $12,800 
price tag was a deal-
breaker: “that’s almost 
30 per cent more than 
the limit of $10,000 that 
we set.”

Fellow Ward 1 coun-
cillor Ruby Weber also 
opposed the decision, 
citing previous stud-
ies showing the exist-
ing configuration to be 
workable.

SOMETHING TO GET STEAMED ABOUT

KYLE REA

RUNNING FOR BREAKFAST  Traveling from Mark Culp’s farm – at 2010 Floradale Road – more than 
50 tractors journeyed down Arthur Street in Elmira on their way to the Crossroads Restaurant Thursday 
morning. The annual breakfast run is a traditional trek held in advance of the Waterloo County Steam 
Threshers Reunion, which kicked off yesterday (Aug. 26) and wraps up today. 
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Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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Chicken Souvlaki....................$4900
OMEGA Breast.........................$4200
Chicken Breast Nuggets........$2500
Chicken Breast Fingers..........$3600
Chicken Breast Burgers.........$2900
Chicken Drumsticks...............$1200
Whole OMEGA 3 Chicken......$229

Government 
Inspected

698-9930 • 698-2213
Call to
Order

All products made with OMEGA 3, 
drug free Roasting Chickens

CASE (4KG)

CASE (4KG)

50 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
150-160 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
85-88 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
40 4oz BURGERS/CASE

CASE (4KG)

/LB
AVERAGE 5-7 LBS

NEW FOR 2005 
GLACIAL 
TREASURE

Farm     
  Fresh!

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A group of landown-
ers in the proposed 
Laurel Creek Head-

waters environmentally 
sensitive landscape (ESL) 
is seeking an “unbiased” 
facilitator and intervener 
funding from the region 
to help resolve the issue. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After raising a stink 
with neighbours, 
a Kingwood-area 

manure composting busi-
ness has been instructed 
to cease operation and 
clean up its site. A Kitch-
ener judge recently hand-
ed down the orders in 
convicting the owners of 
Nutrecomp Industries 
of violating Wellesley 
Township zoning bylaws.

The Deborah Glaister 
Line business was found 
guilty Aug. 8 of operat-
ing on an agriculturally 
zoned property. 

“For us to have to physi-
cally charge someone and 
take them to court is not 

Nutrecomp convicted of zoning violation
Wellesley business given until the end of October to clean up its site

a pleasant procedure for 
the Township of Welles-
ley, in my opinion. We 
don’t like to do that, how-
ever we had felt that we 
had given this individual 
appropriate warnings 
and unfortunately those 
warnings weren’t heeded. 
It left us with very little 
choice,” explained Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn. 

“I don’t personally like 
having to go through 
the court system to do 
things, but we are elected 
to enforce our bylaws. We 
do these bylaws and if we 
don’t enforce them I re-
ally don’t see any point in 
having them.”

After bylaw enforcement 
offi cer Jack Mittelholtz 
twice told company own-

ers of the violation, Welles-
ley council decided to take 
legal action in May. At that 
time, several nearby resi-
dents turned out to com-
plain about the operation’s 
smell and the wildlife it at-
tracted to the area. Envi-
ronmental concerns were 
also raised regarding the 
impact of water runoff on 
a nearby river.

The court order gives 
Nutrecomp owners Wes 
Kuepfer, Larry Jantzi 
and Keith Jantzi until the 
end of October to clean up 
the site.

That work is well under-
way, Kuepfer told the Ob-
server, noting no new ma-
terial was received at the 
site following council’s 
decision to seek charges. 

Since then, the company 
has been looking to relo-
cate, with little success.

“Personally, I feel the 
townships aren’t being 
responsible. They’re all 
too eager to encourage 
composting and recy-
cling. If they’re eager 
to encourage that, then 
they also need to be eager 
to fi nd a spot where it can 
happen,” he said. 

There is no property 
in Wellesley Township 
that would permit Nutre-
comp’s operation under 
zoning restrictions.

About 25 per cent of the 
compost – largely manure, 
with some eggshells, by-
products from mink food 
production and spoiled 
hay – has been removed 

from the Kingwood-area 
site, the co-owner added. 
He expects to meet the 
court-ordered deadline, 
as all the compost has 
been sold.

Nutrecomp is currently 
investigating six possible 
sites on which to relocate; 
three of them are in Water-
loo Region, Kuepfer shared. 
He declined to comment on 
their location. 

Whether the company 
stays in the region or not 
may depend greatly on 
the fate of a recycling op-
eration north of Elmira, 
Kuepfer added. Wood re-
cycler Sittler Excavating 
Ltd. (SEL) is currently in 
the midst of challenging 
a Woolwich council order 
to scale back its opera-

tion or move to another 
location.

An Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) challenge 
of the order is underway.

“We’re kind of waiting 
to see what the outcome 
is. Defi nitely it will have 
an impact on our decision 
on where to go,” he said, 
acknowledging a zone-
change would likely be 
required no matter where 
the business moves. “If 
the OMB fi nds in favour 
of Sittler, then that en-
courages us to take the 
same route and pursue it. 
I have fi nancial backers 
who are ready to pursue 
it if it needs to go to the 
OMB. We’re prepared to 
do that if that’s what it 
takes.”

Landowners want funding, facilitator to fi ght ESLs
“We’ve never provided intervener funding for anything, ever,” says Seiling

A letter formally request-
ing the items was sent 
to regional councillors 
Monday (Aug. 22) from 
Environmentally Sensi-
tive Property Owners As-
sociation president Wil-
hard Barth.

The group wants Water-
loo Region to pay for sev-
eral studies it believes 
are required before coun-

cil formally considers 
the designation later this 
fall. Regional offi cials are 
currently in the process 
of revising the proposal 
in the wake of numerous 
public meetings and com-
ments from landowners.

“The necessary land 
use studies, etc. required 
by us to fully understand 
this issue have not been 

done by regional plan-
ning staff,” the letter 
reads. “It is imperative 
that these studies be con-
ducted and the results 
considered by everyone 
involved, especially all 
township councils, City 
of Waterloo council and 
all regional councillors 
prior to any decisions be-
ing made.”

Regional offi cials, how-
ever, feel the requested 

studies would provide 
little information di-
rectly related to the ESL 
proposal. And intervener 
funding isn’t something 
that’s likely to fl ow, sug-
gested regional chair Ken 
Seiling.

“We’ve never provided 
intervener funding for 
anything, ever,” he said. 
“There’s no provision for 
any kind of intervener 
funding here. [Other-

wise] anybody who wants 
to fi ght a planning issue 
would ask us to pay.

“We don’t have any bud-
get for intervener fund-
ing. I guess the question 
is, if there’s intervener 
funding for one group, 
is there intervener fund-
ing for every planning is-
sue that comes to council 
when people are opposed 
to something.”

▼ See FUNDING page 7
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1. Subject to credit approval. Application must be approved on or before September 23, 2005. Some conditions apply. 2. Standard rewards terms and conditions apply to eligible transactions processed
to the Account on or before December 31, 2005, except that you earn 6% in GM Earnings instead of 3% on eligible net purchases charged to your new GM Card. Please visit any TD Canada Trust
branch or www.tdcanadatrust.com/tdvisa/agreements.jsp for standard terms and conditions. For complete details concerning The GM Card Program, see your General Motors Dealer or Saturn Dealer
or call The GM Card Customer Centre at 1-800-461-3279. 3. Current rate as of August 8, 2005. Subject to change. 4. Offer applies to new accounts only. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn
at any time without notice. †Applications from Quebec residents cannot be accepted over the phone. ®Registered Trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark.
*Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark. *Trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

To apply today call 1-866-827-0461† or visit a 
TD Canada Trust branch or tdcanadatrust.com/gmcar
– NEW CARDHOLDERS GET DOUBLE REWARDS UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2005 –

If you’re in the market for a new vehicle, this is definitely the card for you! Apply for
The GM Card® and as a new cardholder1 you’ll get 6% GM® Earnings2, enjoy no annual
fee and a competitive rate of 19.5%3. This offer ends September 23, 20054 – don’t miss
out! With double rewards, you can get behind the wheel of a new GM vehicle that much
quicker. Discover all the benefits of The GM Card and start earning double rewards.

Get double rewards and enjoy 
a new GM vehicle sooner.
Apply today. Enjoy no annual fee.

DOUBLE YOUR
REWARDS 
with The GM Card

Owner proposes senior townhouses on Procast site
STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Unable to find a com-
mercial use for the 
former Procast 

Foundries property in 
Elmira, the owner wants 
to build townhouses 
aimed at seniors.

Blaze Properties Inc. 
is looking for an Official 
Plan and zoning amend-
ments to allow 20 single-
storey townhouses on the 
corner of Memorial Av-
enue and Church Street. 
The project would also 
see a single-family house 
constructed on a portion 
of the land fronting on 
Centre Street.

The plan was unveiled 
at a planning public meet-
ing Aug. 23.

The 1.36 acre site is 
designated as part of the 
Elmira core area. Town-
ship plans call for com-
mercial development on 
the property.

Waterloo planning con-
sultant Geoff Vander-
Baaren told Woolwich 
councillors the owner 
has been unable to gener-
ate any commercial inter-

While Woolwich pushes for commercial development, agents find little interest in location
est in the location.

Commercial realtor Di-
etmar Sommerfeld of CB 
Richard Ellis Ltd. listed 
the property in Decem-
ber. Despite extensive 
marketing, he said, noth-
ing has developed at the 
site. A similar property 
in Waterloo, he noted, 
would likely have sold in 
less than 30 days follow-
ing a number of purchase 
offers.

“The level of interest 
has been low,” he said, 
noting most of the move-
ment in Elmira has been 
in the south end at the 
new business park.

Demand for rental units, 
argued VanderBaaren, 
means the residential 
project makes more 
sense. The senior resi-
dents would also boost 
downtown merchants 
within easy walking dis-
tance of the complex.

That enthusiasm is not 
shared by the Elmira 
BIA. Executive mem-
ber Fred Gingrich told 
councillors the township 
should hold steady with 
plans outlined in the core 
review. The nearby law 

office of Woods and Clem-
ens, in a written submis-
sion, also called on the 
township to maintain the 
existing commercial des-
ignation.

Centre Street residents, 
concerned about traffic 
and parking congestion 
on their narrow street, ex-

pressed fears the residen-
tial project would make 
the situation worse.

Blaze Properties’ re-
quest for a residential 
project comes despite 
township planning staff 
suggestions the land re-
main for commercial use. 
A staff report on the pro-

posal will be presented to 
council after the public 
and agencies such as Wa-
terloo Region have had 
time to submit written 
responses to the plan.

The site has been vacant 
since Procast Foundries 
Inc. closed its doors in Oc-
tober 2002. After buying 

the property two years 
ago, Blaze has removed 
most of the buildings and 
cleaned up much of the 
contamination related 
to the longstanding busi-
ness, which molded metal 
components for mining, 
electrical and manufac-
turing industries.

As such, Barth’s letter 
will be presented to re-
gional council as an infor-
mation item only, though 
councillors may choose to 
debate its merits. 

The proposed Lau-
rel Creek Headwaters 
ESL encompasses the 
southeastern portion of 
Wellesley Township and 
the southwestern corner 
of Woolwich, as well as 
lands in Wilmot and Wa-
terloo. The bulk of the 
area is within Wellesley.

The proposed designa-
tion is designed to en-
hance protection of envi-
ronmental features and 
provide connectivity be-
tween them, areas where 
the provincial policy 
statement encourages de-
velopment. 

Under the current pro-
posal, the designation 
would disallow the cre-
ation of new lots in the 
ESL and restrict devel-
opment to uses deemed 
compatible with the en-
vironmental features. 
Before any development 
could occur, it would 
have to meet a series of 
11 criteria, including 
that it be “small scale” 
and be proven to have no 
negative impacts on the 
environment. A 30-metre 
buffer would also be re-
quired around sensitive 
features under the plan 
introduced to the public 
earlier this year.

That plan is in the midst 
of revisions, following 
public consultations 
and comments. A new 

draft policy is expected 
to be released early next 
month, with a new round 
of public open houses to 
follow.

Depending on the feed-
back from those gather-
ings, regional council will 
likely consider the ESL 
designation in late Octo-
ber or early November.

In other ESL news, 
Wellesley councillors met 
informally with regional 
staff Tuesday (Aug. 23) to 
discuss the plan’s status 
and reaffirm concerns 
raised by area residents 
during public meetings 
and through individual 
contacts.

Wellesley council has 
yet to offer formal com-
ments to the region on 
the planned ESL. It’s ex-
pected to do so following 
next month’s release of 
the revised proposal.

his farm at 2419 North-
field Dr.

Township planner 
Jeremy Vink noted the 
township thought it had 
reached a deal with the 
landowner based on the 
$3,000 per acre price tag. 
Aden Martin later asked 
that the land be trans-
ferred free of charge.

Approval of the build-
ing permit application is 
dependent on Aden Mar-
tin reaching a deal to buy 
the land or signing an 
encroachment agreement 
with the township.

Continued from page 2

Free way?

Continued from page 6

Funding not forthcoming
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If you have to teach a kid that when they’re going into the 
ninth grade, forget it; that gets taught at home ...

Discussing the EDSS issue, Woolwich Coun. Murray Martin 
says parents, not the schools and police, are responsible for 
teaching kids to respect the community.

» The wheels to grind on
Sometimes it’s the little things that 
can drag on forever. Residents of 
Conestogo’s Golf Course Road, 
however, discovered this week that 
the slow road sometimes gets you 
where you want to go. Hopefully, 
council’s decision is the final stop.

» Tales from the school yard
Another meeting this week high-
lighted escalating rowdiness among 
a small number of EDSS students. 
Stories related by neighbours and 
school officials show a clear need 
to nip in the bud such unruly behav-
iour, which tarnishes the school’s 
respectful majority. 

» No forgive-and-forget
It didn’t take long for convicted 
killer Karla Homolka to surface in 
the center of another furor. Too in-
famous to return to a “normal” life 
any time soon, she seems unwilling 
to resign herself to the fate she set 
when taking part in a series of hei-
nous crimes.

Get a real man to put Ontario back on track
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Looking for ways to 
fill leadership vacuum

I ain’t one for all the 
provincial squabbling 
– it should be Canada 

first instead of all them 
premiers whinin’ about 
more power and more 
money from the feds. 
Those that put together 
the plan for the country 
way back then sure came 
up with some interestin’ 
rules about dividin’ up 
who gets what. The prov-
inces get to hang on to the 
natural resources they-
got on hand, and right 
now there’s plenty of car-
pin’ about all the money 
rollin’ in to Alberta on 
account of how the oil 
companies is robbin’ us 
blind.

Sure, that do-nothin’ 
crew in Ottawa should be 
doin’ more to stop folks 
from gettin’ taken at the 
pumps, but it ain’t Alber-
ta’s fault they is reapin’ 
the rewards. The got 
some good luck havin’ oil 
underground, and Ralph 
Klein keeps the economy 
there rollin’ nice and 
smooth. Now they ain’t 
got no debt, and all the 
other provinces is pure 
jealous.

Just ‘cause Alberta is 
doin’ good, that ain’t no 
reason to steal from them 
to pass on to other prov-
inces where they ain’t got 

the sense – or the man-
lies – to balance a budget. 
Out west they is free and 
clear, ain’t got no pro-
vincial sales tax and the 
economy is boomin’. Here 
in Ontario, we got a flip-
flopper for a premier, and 
the Liberals just keep 
taxin’ and spendin’ up a 
storm – now they’re won-
derin’ why the place is 
such a mess.

There’s plenty goin’ on 
here. Get a real man like 
Klein in charge and we’d 
be back in the saddle in 
no time.

YANKS AIN’T PLAYIN’ 
STRAIGHT OVER TRADE

There’d sure be some 
more money kickin’ 
around, by all accounts, if 
the Yanks wasn’t takin’ us 
for a ride on that softwood 
lumber deal. I was readin’ 
how they owe us $5 billion 
because they’ve been col-
lectin’ extra tariffs on our 
wood goin’ south.

All sorts of courts have 
said the Americans is 
wrong to be taxin’ us ex-
tra, but now the Yanks is 
stickin’ to the guns – they 
ain’t playin’ by the rules. 

I was all for them free 
trade deals with the U.S. 
– you’ll remember that 
the socialists was cryin’ 
up a real storm, but none 
of the crap they was say-
in’ is true now. Anyways, 
we got rules about how 
that thing is supposed to 
go, and they ain’t livin’ 
up to the agreement.

I seen how some of the 
political types here is 
threatenin’ to retali-
ate, turnin’ the screws 
to make ‘em reconsider. 
That probably ain’t a good 
idea considerin’ we need 
them a lot more than they 
need us. You seen what 
happened to the cattle-
men when the U.S. closed 
down the border to our 
stuff – we don’t want to 
have that happenin’ all 
over again. 

THE TRUTH HURTS, BUT 
LAWYERS THE REAL PAIN
Speakin’ of legal wran-

glings, there ain’t no 
shortage of lawyers in the 
U.S. – and they ain’t afraid 
to use ‘em. There’s no end 
of dumbass lawsuits goin’ 
on, and folks is in court 
for the stupidest things.

I was readin’ how a doc-
tor is in some hot water 
for tellin’ some fatass pa-
tient that she ought to lose 
some weight on account 
of how it ain’t healthy to 
be growin’ your back end 
the size of a Buick. The 
woman says it was hurt-
ful to hear the doc tell her 
she was obese – I guess 
the truth really does hurt. 
Instead of gettin’ off her 
butt, the wideload was 
lookin’ to blame the mes-
senger.

Now, since some unhap-
py woman goes cryin’ to 
the medical board, some 
doctor is being dragged 
through no end of useless 
hearings and investiga-
tions. I got some advice 
for her: whittle down your 
backside and no one’s gon-
na call you obese no more. 
It’s as simple as that. But 
if you’d rather sit around 
all day lookin’ at TV and 
stuffin’ your pie hole, then 
you’re still gonna be a big 
one, whether the doctor 
says so or not. The scale 
don’t lie.

That kind of crap is just 
why the courts is a laugh-
in’ thing down south. 
Well, it would be some-
thin’ to laugh about if it 
wasn’t costin’ everyone a 
fortune to keep the law-
yers in business.

Ideally, summer has politicians out of sight and 
out of mind. At worse, they’re making the rounds 
on the barbeque circuit. No one expects too much 
of our leaders while the beach calls – and they’re 

usually up to the task.
Summer’s winding down, but don’t expect the leader-

ship vacuum to be filled given the current crop at the 
helm. At no time has it been more obvious that we are a 
nation bereft of leadership.

It starts at the top, where we have a federal government 
still dazed and confused over damage-control from the 
sponsorship scandal. Precious little else is getting done 
as Ottawa gazes at its navel. Not, of course, that we’ve 
been getting any real leadership – in the classic sense 
of the word – from that quarter for many years. Instead, 
we’ve had a series of managers, most of them poor.

Provincially, the situation is much the same; we turfed 
out a tired, self-serving bunch in hopes that the Dalton 
gang would change our outlook – the promise was there, 
but the delivery has been less than spectacular. The 
Queen’s Park Liberals, too, have been lurching around 
in crisis mode, wondering how to deal with one financial 
mess after another, and crying foul to the feds at every 
opportunity. Still, they’ve been focusing more on man-
agement than on vision – we need both, but we’ve had a 
real lack of the latter.

Locally, both at the regional and township level, we ex-
pect less … and we’ve not been disappointed. Manageri-
ally, we have few complaints. Municipal governments, 
more than their senior counterparts, are very much a 
creature of the bureaucracy – it takes a great deal of ef-
fort for elected officials to establish a vision. 

Unfortunately, the upper levels seem increasingly 
content to head in that direction, as mandarins and ad-
ministrators set the agenda, one not usually designed 
to benefit the average citizen. This is the thrust of Paul 
Martin’s defence in the sponsorship disgrace. He argues 
he was kept out of the loop by his bitter rivalry with for-
mer prime minister Jean Chrétien as backroom boys did 
politics the old-fashioned way.

The argument holds some water – we are all familiar 
with the in-fighting that drove Chrétien out, but not be-
fore he employed every available option to make life mis-
erable for his successor. That alone did much to damage 
the credibility of our so-called leaders, especially those 
in the party of Pierre Trudeau who, love him or hate him 
(and we did), was the last federal figure to grab our col-
lective attention.

Not that the Liberals are alone in their disarray. The 
Conservatives (with or without the progressives, reform-
ers and alliances) are in an even worse state. Stephen 
Harper remains as charismatic as wallpaper paste: the 
BBQ Steve project – thanks, Dr. Foth – has done nothing 
to change that image.

Perhaps we should give up the illusion. Maybe this is 
the crux of recent talk about democratic reforms: devolve 
the central powers, give voters more options (referenda, 
proportional voting) so that there’s less focus on the top. 
We don’t have any real leaders, so we don’t need the in-
frastructure.

While we’re at it, why not shatter all the illusions? 
If the Prime Minister, busily trying to distance himself 

from the scandal while appearing open and accountable, 
is really looking to wipe clean the slate, perhaps he, too, 
should come clean. Admitting what we already know 
– that government is often home to graft and self-interest 
– is the first step.

That’s just good management. Done right, and adopted 
by politicians of all stripes, it might even border on vi-
sionary.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Has this summer’s make-over
effort changed your perception of 

Conservative leader Stephen Harper?”
Wayne
Barry

“I’d say he’s 
kind of toned 
things down, 
so it’s probably 
helped him.”

Eugene
Woods

“Personally, no. 
I’m not a Con-
servative.”

Ron
Hedges

“Not really. I 
don’t follow 
politics that 
close.”

Charles
Struthers

“I think it has. 
It’s more posi-
tive now than 
before.”

IN AN ATTEMPT TO CURB THE UPSWING OF SMOKING AND DRINKING ON CAMPUS,
GARY AYRE PRESENTS HIS NEW HALL MONITORS TO THIS YEAR’S STUDENT BODY.
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Revisiting the Free Trade debate
With the recent de-

velopments on 
the mad cow and 

softwood lumber files, it 
seems that the subject of 
free trade (or lack thereof) 
is again dominating the 
news – although, certainly 
not to the extent that it did 
in the late 1980s. As a par-
ticipant in that debate (as 
if there’s any doubt, I was 
on the ‘no’ side), I thought 
it might be fun to revisit 
some of the claims made 
by advocates of the Cana-
da-U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment. How accurate was 
each side in the debate in 
predicting the fallout from 
the deal?
Free Trade and Jobs
John Bulloch, then presi-

dent of the Canadian Fed-
eration of Independent 
Business, appeared on 
Canada AM on January 
25, 1988. During the inter-
view, he stated that: 

“We’ve got a new free 
trade agreement. Every 
single one of those tariff 
cuts is going to mean a new 
company formed. So we’ve 
got all kinds of excitement 
ahead and that’s what we 
should be talking about.” 

Throughout the election 

campaign, then prime 
minister Brian Mulroney 
claimed that the deal 
would mean “greater har-
mony and prosperity” as 
well as “more jobs and 
more wealth” for Canada. 

Can those who advocated 
for free trade demonstrate 
that a new company was 
formed for every tariff 
that was cut? On the con-
trary, the ratification of 
the agreement in 1989 was 
followed by the worst re-
cession since 1939, with 
hundreds of thousands of 
Canadians being thrown 
out of work. As a candidate 
in the 1988 election, I was 
able to “plant gate” at La-
batt Brewery, Seagrams, 
Sunar Hauserman, and 
Uniroyal Goodrich. By 
the time the 1993 election 
was called, all of those 
factories had closed … so I 
campaigned at the Canada 
Employment Office.

By May 1990, the Cana-
dian Labour Congress es-
timated that free trade had 
already cost Canada over 
105,000 jobs. In the two 
years after the deal came 
into effect, 42 auto parts 
plants closed, with more 
than 4,000 jobs lost. When 

he closed Ogilvie Flour 
Mills in 1989, company 
president Terry McDon-
nell commented that “Free 
trade indirectly doomed 
all 89 jobs” at the mill.
Free trade and social 

programs
Opponents of free trade 

argued that the agreement 
was the first step toward 
harmonizing Canada’s 
social programs, which 
were far more generous 
than American programs. 
Of course, advocates of the 
deal called these claims 
“exaggerated fearmonger-
ing” and said that free 
trade would have no effect 
on social programs. But, 
the ink was barely dry on 
the deal before those same 
advocates began argu-
ing for cuts to social pro-
grams. 

In a February 1990 letter 
to the Minister of Finance, 
the Canadian Manufactur-
ers’ Association said that 
free trade meant that it 
was “more urgent that we 

tackle outstanding issues 
that affect our competi-
tiveness. ... Because 60 per 
cent of program spending 
is tied up in statutory pro-
grams, with most of this 
on social programs, this 
is the spending area that 
must be reduced.”

Of course, it could be 
just a coincidence that 
the percentage of income 
paid to (Un)Employment 
Insurance recipients was 
decreased from 66 to 50 
and that it is more and 
more difficult to qualify. 
It’s possible that the Mul-
roney (and Chrétien) gov-
ernments would have dis-
continued funding for so-
cial housing anyway and 
cut back on spending for 
health care and post-sec-
ondary education even if 
free trade had not become 
a reality. Whether the FTA 
was the chicken or the egg 
may never be known, but 
we do know that business 
ordered an omelette, and 
business had an omelette 

delivered to their table.
Free trade protection 

from protectionism
Mulroney liked to call the 

Free Trade Agreement “an 
insurance policy” against 
U.S. protectionism, then 
manifesting itself in dis-
putes over steel, softwood 
lumber and pork products. 
But, the much ballyhooed 
dispute settlement mecha-
nism only ensured that 
Americans complied with 
their own trade laws. And, 
17 years later, we still see 
situations (on commodi-
ties including softwood 
lumber) where the U.S. ig-
nores panel decisions that 
it doesn’t like. It seems  
Mulroney didn’t read the 
fine print on his “insur-
ance policy,” which pre-
vents Canada from mak-
ing any claims.

The recently lifted ban 
on Canadian beef imports 
ignored signs that the U.S. 
had its own problem with 
mad cows – even as it re-
sisted adequate testing 
that would have proven 
this to be the case. The 
Americans like to argue 
in favour of free trade, but 
they don’t like to practice 
it.

In reality, free trade has 
never really been about 
trade at all. The Canada-
U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment, NAFTA, and other 
deals like them are more 
like charters of rights for 
corporations. In the name 
of promoting trade, they 
restrict governments from 
acting in the interests of 
their citizens, if those in-
terests happen to conflict 
with those of corporations 
(which, lets face it, they 
usually do).

That said, it seems un-
likely that any Canadian 
government is going to be 
able to withdraw from the 
agreement now, even if 
they thought it was a good 
idea. What we can insist 
that they do, however, is to 
admit that benefits of Free 
Trade weren’t exactly as 
advertised and that much 
has to be done to improve 
the impact that such agree-
ments have on jobs, social 
programs and fair access 
to American markets. 
And, as corporate leaders 
tout ideas such as “deep 
integration” with the U.S., 
we’d be wise to learn the 
lessons from 1988 and ap-
ply the brakes now. 

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

Everyone has an opinion.

www.woolwichobserver.com

Everyone has an opinion.Everyone has an opinion.Everyone has an opinion.

You’re entitled to yours. 
Write a Letter to the Editor.*

“Private opinion is 
weak, but public 
opinion is almost 
omnipotent.” 

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) 
American preacher, speaker & writer 
from last words, March 8, 1887

editor@woolwichobserver.com

*Please see 
letters policy 
on Opinion 
Pages or 
view online
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Kennel wins expansion bid Looking for a little change in density Council paves the way for more resurfacing

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

INVESTMENTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Earn a competitive return 
plus 1/2% in BONUS interest 
for your faith community.   

A tradition of trust. �
��������

�������������������

����������

������������

���

�
��

��
��

��
��

�

�
��

��
��

��

��������� ��
��

��
��

��

�������������������������
�������������������������������
�����������������������������

������������
�����������������

����������
���������

���������
���������

�����������
�����������

����������������
�����������������

�������������
����

Plus

���
������

��������

����������

��������
�����

�����������������������������������������

����������������������������������� 
��������������

����������������
����������������������������������

������������������������������������������

�����������������

��������������

���������������

�����������������

�������������

��������������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

����������

������

���

��������������

�����������������������������

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Brad Jackson 
says his business 
needs room to grow, 
he really means it. 

The owner of Elmira’s Stone-
haven Farm Greenhouse needs 
more space for the expanding 
operation; he’s looking for a 
zone change from Woolwich 
Township to accommodate 
that effort. 

A planning public meeting in 
council chambers Aug. 23 got 
the ball rolling.  

If the process flows smoothly 
– councillors heard no objec-
tions this week – Stonehaven 
could begin construction of 
a new greenhouse as early as 
next month. 

The structure would add some 
4,500 square feet to the compa-
ny’s location at 1033 Kenning Pl. 
on the outskirts of Elmira. Jack-
son plans to use the building to 
grow flowers, both ground-level 
and hanging baskets. 

“We’re just doing a little ex-
pansion to improve the facili-
ties. We started 10 years ago 
with just small hoop houses as 
an experiment and we’ve kind 
of outgrown our facilities, so 
we’re just going to build a nice 
retail-sized greenhouse,” said 
Jackson. 

“It should be nice just to get 
more room for people to browse 
the aisles and make people 

Finding room to grow
Elmira’s Stonehaven Farm looks for zone change to boost plans for new greenhouse

more comfortable. It’ll have 
a roof that opens up to let the 
heat out the top. It’ll be what 
you see at most greenhouses 
nowadays and it’ll be a bet-
ter growing environment and 
better conditions for people to 
shop in.”

The whole enterprise is a big 
deal for Stonehaven: currently, 
Jackson’s operation consists 
of six greenhouses and about 
10,000 sq. ft. The retail centre 
isn’t a new idea, however: he’s 
had this project in mind for al-
most a decade. 

“I planned originally [to build 
a greenhouse] 10 years ago and I 
got into it slower than I thought 
in the beginning. The spot was 
built for this greenhouse – I’m fi-
nally going to have [one] there,” 
he said. “It just makes life easi-
er for us. It’s not as much work 

and it makes for a better envi-
ronment.”

The growth spurt now awaits 
township approval. With the 
public meeting completed, plan-
ning staff will prepare a report 
for council outlining the depart-
ment’s take on the zone change. 
The request would allow him to 
increase his current retail and 
growing space by approximate-
ly 50 per cent – to 3.64 hectares 
from two hectares – permit the 
sale of products not grown on 
site and seperate his property to 
allow for future development.

“It would just be an increase 
in our perennial section and an 
increase in our nursery stock 
and the capability someday [to 
expand].”

Jackson said he has no cur-
rent plans for his property, but 
wants the flexibility to expand 
at a later date

Once the plan is approved, 
construction of the new green-
house would take a couple of 
weeks to finish.

“It’s going to be a glass green-
house and it’s going to overlook 
some gardens that I’ve planted 
over the years … so it’s going to 
look nice.”

Although everything could be 
constructed shortly, Jackson 
won’t be selling product in it 
just yet. His plan is to get ev-
erything completed and set up 
for a spring opening, timed to 
coincide with the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival Apr. 1, 2006.

KYLE REA

Despite some “ruff” treatment at Woolwich council this week, Conesto-
go’s Moonstone Kennels won an expansion bid. Located at 1270 Weeby 
Pl., the operation will be licenced as a 32-dog breeding kennel, up from 
20 dogs. Councillors waived the need for an acoustical study.

Finoro Homes, developing the site at the corner of Barnswallow Drive and 
Church Street in Elmira, is seeking a zone change on a portion of the 15.2-acre 
site. The move, discussed at a public meeting Aug. 23, would provide 24 semi-
detached homes and six townhouse on an area slated for 30 townhomes.

Watch for new asphalt on Meadowlark Road, Hummingbird Place and 
parts of Martin Grove Road, Wyatt and Hampton streets as Woolwich 
council this week approved a $111,000 resurfacing contract. The work 
will be carried out by Lafarge Paving & Construction.

GROWTH SPURT Standing on the location of their soon-to-be-constructed greenhouse, Stonehaven Farm Greenhouse owners 
Brad and Kelly Jackson are hoping a new building will help grow their business. 
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SPORTSPAGES
Lacrosse squads earns berth at nationals It’s official, summer’s over Kings face Hawks in pre-season play

®

Challenging and rewarding music       
program designed for families with 
young children, beginner ages 3 to 8

Parent participation, small groups

Each 1 hour lesson includes instruction 
in: singing, piano, rhythm, ear 
training, sight reading, theory and 
composing.

Graduate with: Grade 1 piano              
             Preliminary Rudiments
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Racers trekked 
across sections 
of the region last 
week, putting 

160 kilometres of road 
and trails behind them to 
crown a new ENDURrun 
International champion. 
The eight-day event, which 
features seven competi-
tions though various ter-
rain, wrapped up with 
a pair of races through 
Woolwich last weekend.

Last Saturday, racers 
travelled 10 km from Elmi-
ra to Conestogo, followed 
by a marathon (42.2 km) 
Sunday that took competi-
tors from RIM Park to Con-
estogo, through Blooming-
dale and back down city 
streets to the starting 
point, twice.

“It models the Tour 
de France of cycling. … 
There’s a lot of different 
strategy involved; you take 
one stage easy so you can 
run the next one hard, and 
things like that,” explained 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A trip to the prairies 
proved fruitful for 
two local athletes who 
brought home two 

golds and a bronze medal from 
the Canada Summer Games held 
in Regina Aug. 6-20. 

Tarah McKay of St. Clements 
snagged a bronze in the 1,500-
metre race and gold in the 4 X 
400-metre relay, while Elmira’s 
Nathan Bauman added to a sum-
mer of baseball success with a 
gold in men’s softball.

Finishing up stronger than she 
anticipated, McKay was happy 
with her third-place finish. 

“I ran a good strategic race and 
it was close to my best time and 
I came home with a bronze med-
al, so I was really happy with 
it. I was sort of hoping to run a 
personal best but I was only a 
tenth of a second away from it, 
so I was really happy with the 
race overall,” said McKay, who 
ran 4:28:9 – just short of her re-
cord of 4:28:8. “It was kind of a 
highlight for my summer and it 
was interesting to meet people 
from all across Canada. We even 
traded uniforms at the end of the 
week.”

McKay was seeded fifth in the 

Prairie adventure 
proves golden

Local athletes snag three medals at Canada Summer Games

RICHARD VIVIAN▼ See BAUMAN page 16

Racers go 
160 km in 
eight days
“There’s no other event, I believe, in 
the world like this,” says organizer

▼ See VARIED page 15

ENDURrun director Lloyd 
Schmidt of Conestogo, not-
ing that, like the Tour de 
France, the leader at the 
end of each stage wore a 
gold jersey in the following 
competition.

“There’s no other event, 
I believe, in the world like 
this. I think we’re pretty 
ahead of the times with 
it. All events have to start 
somewhere.”

The race, which started 
Aug. 14 with a day of rest 
Aug. 18, took participants 
through various sections 
of the region to compete. 
Not only did the distance 
vary at each stage, so did 
the terrain. Several of the 
stages took racers off the 
roads and plunked them on 
the trails.

Most of the stages were 
held in the region’s urban 
areas – or at least urban 
park areas – with the ex-
ception of an Aug. 17 com-
petition that started and 
finished near Heidelberg 
and the final two legs of the 
race last weekend in Wool-

The ice went in at the Wellesley Arena this week, signaling an end to sum-
mer sports and the return of hockey. Typically a later start in the village, the 
ice surface came early this year because of ongoing repairs at the St. Cle-
ments arena. Repairs are set to be completed by the end of October.

The Elmira Sugar Kings will hit the ice again tomorrow when they face 
the Cambridge Winter Hawks in exhibition game action. Game time is 2 
p.m. at the St. Jacobs arena. The Kings will go hunting for Hawk again 
Sept. 1 when they travel to Cambridge. 

Nicholas Betts and the Elora Mohawks lacrosse squad were off to the 
Founder’s Cup Junior Box Lacrosse Championships in Saskatoon Aug. 23-
28, after defeating Oakville in four games at the Ontario Junior B cham-
pionships Aug. 18. 

WESTERN ADVENTURE Elmira’s Nathan Bauman was part of the Team Ontario softball 
squad that claimed gold last week at the Canada Summer Games in Regina.
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OFFER EXTENDED TO SEPTEMBER 6TH!
V I S I T  Y O U R  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E  R E T A I L E R  O R  D A I M L E R C H R Y S L E R . C A  
Wise customers read the fine print: *, † Limited time offers not to be combined with other offers and apply to retail deliveries only. Retailer trade may be necessary. Employee Pricing PLUS offer valid on all 2005 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge vehicles
excluding SRT 8 and Sprinter. Leasing is subject to approval by DaimlerChrysler Financial. See retailer for specific pricing details and conditions. Retailers are free to set individual prices. * Retailer discounts available on models shown as follows: TJ models

(excluding Unlimited models): $2,850; PT Cruiser models (excluding convertible models): $4,200; Grand Caravan 28S models: $3,500. Maximum retailer discount of $5,500 is available on 2005 Caravan and Grand
Caravan 28C and 28G models. † Leases based on 24 month terms for 2005 Caravan (28S): total lease obligation is $8,655 @ 2.8% ALR, PT Cruiser (27D): total lease obligation is $5,695 @ 2.8% ALR, TJ SE
(23R): total lease obligation is $5,671 @ 5.3% ALR. Freight ($1,200 for Caravan, $1,050 for PT Cruiser and TJ), licence, insurance, registration, $50 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes not
included. Down payment, first month's payment, freight and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 40,800; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ™Command-Trac is a trademark of
DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

2005 DODGE CARAVAN CANADIAN EDITION 

Lease For

$145† per month for 24 months
with $5,175 down payment
or equivalent trade. 
$0 Security deposit.

• 3.3L 180 hp V6 engine with 4-speed automatic
• Air conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo 

Lease Finance Rate

2.8%

Lease For

$29† per month for 24 months
with $4,999 down payment
or equivalent trade. 
$0 Security deposit.

Lease Finance Rate

2.8%

2005 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 
• 2.4L 150 hp DOHC 4-cylinder engine • 5-speed 

manual transmission • AM/FM stereo with CD player, 
CD changer controls & six premium speakers

2005 JEEP TJ SE 4X4 
• 2.4L Power Tech I-4 cylinder engine • Command-Trac™

part-time 4WD system • 6-speed manual transmission 
• AM/FM stereo radio with CD player and 4 speakers

TJ shown 
with available
half doors

Thousands of Canadians have taken 
advantage of our Employee Pricing. 

We’ve extended it for the rest of you.

Lease For

$28† per month for 24 months
with $4,999 down payment
or equivalent trade. 
$0 Security deposit.

Lease Finance Rate

5.3%

Prepared by SGL Studio for BBDO Canada

185 K Black + PMS 185 Red / Adlitho 75 / NAA OAAO

Prep SignoffAccount SignoffProduction SignoffCreative Signoff

PUBLICATION LIST: ONTARIO - 2CLR LONG TABS

Client: DAIMLERCHRYSLER

Creative Name: EMPLOYEE PRICING PLUS

Main Docket #: SCD COR P5 2192
(Studio use only)

Ad Number: DCC RMB P5 2201B

Date: August 12, 2005
Filename: P5 2201B
Trim Size: 10.25" x 15"
Operator: DS

Correction:

Prep: GC

PDF:

.SEA:

Preflight:

PLEASE NOTE: There are 2 choices
for separation depending on your

workflow:

1) Use the Magenta Plate only for
the Spot Colour (185)

2) Use the Magenta and yellow
Plate if you are running process
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Take a kid fishing, please
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At one time in his 
career, almost ev-
ery outdoors col-

umnist writes an impas-
sioned plea asking his 
readers to take a kid fish-
ing. Few people notice, 
however, that he never 
asks you to bring them 
back. I think that’s tell-
ing.

Personally, I don’t mind 
fishing with children al-
though I do prefer small-
er baits. Still, it’s a far 
sight better than having 
them in the boat with 
you.

I was reminded of this 
just yesterday morning 
when my wife, in a fit of 
passive-aggressive be-
haviour, smiled and sug-
gested I take our kids out 
for a morning’s worth 
of angling fun. Before I 
could ask, however, she 
then made it clear that 
she was far too busy to 
come along.

“Doing what?” I asked.
“Give me a minute, I’ll 

think of something,” she 
replied.

Don’t get me wrong; I 
love my kids. They’re 
well behaved and far 
more level-headed than 
I’ll ever be, but, like all 
kids, they want instant 
results.

Just sitting in a calm 
boat and casting to a 
likely looking shoreline 
doesn’t do it for them. No 
sir, they want you to back 
the trailer in the water 
too.

So I did just that.
“Daddy, what’s this 

thing?” My daughter 
asked, as she ran up to 
where I parked the van 
and trailer.

“Oh nothing darling, 
that’s just the boat’s 
plug…”

“I told you,” said my 
older son. “Who’s stupid 
now?”

Thirty minutes later we 
were on, rather than in, 
the water. 

Now, because of tele-
vision fishing shows, 
my kids are sportsmen 
so they’d prefer not to 
fish with live bait. This 
means that they plunder 

my tackle box picking out 
lures based on appear-
ance, colour, sentimental 
value, and the maximum 
legal amount of hooks. 
This last point is crucial 
because if you’re going 
to snag your dad’s shirt 
you might as well make 
it good.

Between tying knots, 
changing lures, letting 
them drive the boat in 
circles, unsnagging, and 
detaching hooks from 
various fleshy parts of 
my body, I finally got a 
chance to throw a line in 
too. 

Naturally, a big fish hit 
and I hooked it. I played it 
carefully for a while and, 
as it neared the boat, I 
noticed that my daughter 
didn’t reel in her line as 
I asked. The fish noticed 
this too. 

“Why on earth did you 
lose the fish and tangle 
up my line, daddy?” she 
asked several times later. 

After 15 minutes of se-
rious untangling, we got 
back to fishing. Except for 
Carmen, who was bored. 
So, she passed the time 
by initiating a guessing 
game. 

“You’ll never guess what 
I have behind my back?” 
she cooed.

“A chainsaw?” I 
guessed.

“Nope,” she said.
“The bailing bucket?” 

Ryan noted.
“Nope,” she smiled
“Three kilos of plastic 

explosives?” I offered.
“How about the safety 

whistle?” Ryan asked.
“Nope, nope” she an-

swered. “It’s just the boat 
plug!”

When we got home, my 
wife was exhausting 
herself by reading a ro-
mance novel in her rock-
ing chair.  

“Did you have fun?” she 
asked.

“It was great,” Carm re-
plied. “Daddy says I’m a 
really good bailer.”

“Don’t ask,” I muttered.
Later that afternoon, 

Carol asked if I would 
consider mowing the 
lawn. She said it was 
only fair since I spent a 
relaxing morning on the 
water. 

“I’m busy,” I answered, 
from my horizontal posi-
tion on the couch.

“Doing what?” she 
asked.

“Give me a minute,” 
I replied, “I’ll think of 
something …”

“Okay,” she conceded. 
“But do you have any 
idea where the plug for 
the bath tub might be?”

I thought about it and 
directed her to Carmen.
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GOT SCORES? Call 669-5790 x102
to get your game report package today!
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• Start by ordering your favourite design/t-shirt (S,M,L)

• Use the paint supplied to colour your picture/shirt

• Follow the instructions and presto... 
your own custom coloured shirt!

Calling All Artists — Now You Can Wear Your Own Masterpiece!

T-Shirt Art

at it’s B
est!

Lots of Designs
to Choose From

Volumes Ad-July 30  7/27/05  1:18 PM  Page 1
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rolling hills and 
breezy wind made 
for a challenging 

ride, but that didn’t stop 
182 cyclists from joining 
the second annual Cones-
toga Road Race last Sun-
day (Aug. 21).  In fact, it 
was just those conditions 
that attracted organizers 
and participants alike to 
the rural roads near St. 
Clements.

“It’s got enough of the 
steep hills in there that 
it just makes for a great 
race,” said organizer 
Brad Day, referencing 
the timing of the 115-ki-
lometre senior 1 & 2 men 
division crossing the fin-
ish line. “They came in 
individually. It all split 
up; that lead group of five 
all split up at the end.

“There’s a lot of action 
right at the finish line. 
They go through the 
speed zone right before 
the finish line, with all 
the spectators there.”

The race – split into 
eight divisions based on 
gender, age and distance 
covered – got rolling at 
the St. Clements Commu-
nity Centre and moved 
north on Herrgott Road. 
Cyclists turned right 
at Ament Line, headed 

Peddlers power though Conestoga Road Race
Waterloo man takes gold in 115-km challenge

south on Kressler Road 
and again swung right 
onto Boomer Line and 
back to Herrgott Road. 
While Boomer Line was 
closed to eastbound traf-
fic for the day, the other 
roads remained open to 
vehicles. However, region-
al police travelled the cir-
cuit motioning drivers to 
slow down and pull to the 
side as racers passed.

Numerous area residents 
stood at the end of their 
laneways and elsewhere 
long the route to watch 
as the cyclists passed. 
Because of the way the di-

visions were split up and 
started, groups of racers 
traveled by every couple  
of minutes.

It took senior 1 & 2 men’s 
gold-medallist Josh Hall 
two hours, 53 minutes 
to complete the 115-km 
race. He was followed by 
Jeff Schiller five seconds 
later and Damian Kurza-
winski another five sec-
onds back.

“It’s good to win, espe-
cially at home. I live lit-
erally 10 minutes away, 
not even,” said Hall, a 
resident of northern Wa-
terloo who occasionally 

trains on the rural roads 
of Wellesley Township. “I 
metered out my efforts; I 
didn’t go crazy early on 
in the race, but just made 
sure I was always in con-
tention. 

“Then at the end I just 
used every trick I knew to 
win. … I kept putting in 
a few attacks and finally 
the right move stuck and 
on the long, last climb I 
punched it and I got a gap 
of only about 15 seconds, 
but that was enough to 
take it to the end.

“It’s a good course be-
cause it’s always tough. 

There’s a lot of rolling 
hills. It’s not a super-se-
lective course … but it 
seems to wear on guys, 
it seems to be a tiring 
course. With all the hills 

and wind, it’s tough by 
the end.”

New to the race this 
year was a separate 50 
and over men’s category 
(master C men’s), which 
took participants 77-km. 

“We got good feedback 
from the riders. It wasn’t 
a huge turnout for them, 
but it was nice because 
usually they get lumped 
with the 40 to 49-age rid-
ers and the 40 to 49s are 
much faster, so they nev-
er get to breakaway on 
their own and finish with 
their arms in the air,” 
said Day. “Finally they 
got to do that and they 
were happy about that.”

As a regional competi-
tion, the race isn’t part 
of the SISU Ontario Cup 
series.

While nothing is offi-
cial yet, organizers are 
optimistic the race will 
return again in 2006.

“It all depends on the 
calendar. It’s usually 
very competitive to get 
weekends for the race,” 
Day said, explaining 
the racing community 
doesn’t schedule two 
events the same weekend 
to ensure participants 
can attend. “If you’re 
putting on a race, no one 
else in the province can 
put on a race that week-
end.”

CONESTOGA ROAD 
RACE MEDALLISTS
UNDER 17 MEN (48 KM):
Gold – Matthew Robertson 

Silver – Ricardo Perea 
Bronze – Michael Hruska 

Senior 3 & Junior
Men (77 km):
Gold – Ed Veal 

Silver – David McDonnell
Bronze – Bryson Bowers

Master A Men (96 km):
Gold – Charlie Squires

Silver – Greg Cavanagh
Bronze – Joseph Torchia

Master B Men (96 km):
Gold – Jim Davis

Silver – Garnett Abbey
Bronze – Robert Szasz

Master C Men (77 km):
Gold – Jan Bogobowicz
Silver – Rob Checkey

Bronze – Bruce Camacho

Junior Women (48 km):
Gold – Charlotte Batty
Silver – Laura Bietola

Senior & Master
Women (77 km):

Gold – Marrill Collins
Silver – Leigh Hobson

Bronze – Jessica Spence

Senior 1 & 2 Men
(115 km):

Gold – Josh Hall
Silver – Jeff Schiller

Bronze – Damian Kurzawinski

RICHARD VIVIAN

UPHILL BATTLE  Participants in last Sunday’s Conestoga Road Race near St. Clements struggle to climb a 
hill on Ament Line. Several racers suggested the hill proved useful for pulling ahead of the crowd.
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wich.
The race is intentionally 

set to include the varied 
terrain and distances in 
an attempt to determine 
the best overall runner. 
Dubbed an international 
event, the race is open to 
anyone in the world. Par-
ticipants, however, gen-
erally hail from within 
Ontario. 

This year marked EN-
DURrun’s third anniver-
sary.

“You could have one 
good race and set a world 
record, but are you the 
best runner? It should be 
a test over time and over 
different distances and 
different terrain. That’s 
what I think the world’s 
best runner should be, 
so that’s what we tried to 
come up with,” Schmidt 
told the Observer.

“This race has every 
kind of terrain in it.”

Runners could also 
choose between doing the 
Ultimate race (all seven 
races and 160 km), taking 
up the Sport challenge 
(the final three races), 
competing in the relay 
(a team of 2-7 racers who 
collectively complete all 
seven stages), or one-day 
guest racers.

With a time of 11:21:16, 
this year’s Ultimate male 
winner was Mike Strano 
of Keswick, Ont. The top 

Varied terrain tests runners skills

Ultimate female competi-
tor was April Boultbee of 
Toronto, who ran 160 km 
in 12:13:16. She crossed 
the finish line third over-
all. At 12:01:46, the Inves-
tors Group relay team, in-
cluding Jordan Schmidt 
of Conestogo, took the 
Relay title.

Those times, however, 
fall far short of Charles 
Bedley’s times in the first 
two years. The former 
champion, who wasn’t 
able to compete this year 
because of an injury, 
completed the seven stag-
es in 10:02:55 and 9:37:38 

in 2003 and 2004 respec-
tively.

“It was much closer 
than last year. Actually, 
between third and fourth 
place it was only 14 sec-
onds - over 160-k that’s 
insignificant,” the direc-
tor suggested. “We had a 
chuckle at the award cer-
emony because he said he 
had to take a little wash-
room break at one point, 
which would have cost 
him 14 seconds.”

While organizing eight 
days of racing has proven 
to be a massive under-
taking, Schmidt plans to 

bring ENDURrun back 
for at least two more 
years.

“We have to give the 
event at least five years. 
Hopefully by then it will 
be enough participants 
to keep it going,” he said, 
noting several people 
have told him of their 
plans to participate in 
future races. “It’s such 
a big event some people 
need a couple years to 
think about it. I’ve had a 
number of people say it’s 
on my plans for a couple 
years, when I get a little 
stronger.”

Continued from page 11

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Since he was a tod-
dler, Brandon Bril-
hante has spent 

a fair chunk of his life 
atop a motorized bike. 
After years of racing, 
hard work, disappoint-
ment and struggle, the 
20-year-old Maryhill 
man has put his mark on 
the national motorsport 
scene, winning third at 
the Trans Canada Na-
tional Motorsport cham-
pionship in Walton, Ont. 
Aug. 16-21. 

Brilhante took home his 
prize for total points in 
the 250cc Junior and GP 
Junior classes, the latter 
being a mix of 250cc and 
125cc classes. This is the 
first time he’s won some-
thing at a national com-
petition. 

“I’m pretty happy about 
it. I could have done 
better, but then again I 
could have done worse,” 
said Brilhante. “This 
race is what everybody 
rides and trains for all 
year.” 

He explained that he 
could have taken top 

Taking the 
dirt road

Maryhill biker finishes third
in national competition

spot had he not crashed 
during his first race 
Aug. 18. 

During that event, he 
hit a rut while going 
too fast. “My front end 
washed out over the rut 
and I went down. Then 
I got run over,” he said 
with a laugh. “I bent the 
sub-frame on my bike 
and a couple of people 
that I know brought an 
aluminum welder out for 
me [that night] and fixed 
it up.

“It was a stupid crash. 
I guess it happens, but 
you always say ‘if I got 
one more place, I’d be in 
first.’ It happens. That’s 
racing.”

This isn’t the first time 
Brilhante has come 
close to total victory: 
back in 2003, he went to 
Walton and was poised 
to take top spot until me-
chanical failure cut his 
dreams short. 

“I almost had it wrapped 
up when my bike [seized] 
up … it was a tough 
break.”

The entire 2005 year, ac-
cording to Brilhante, has 
been roughly the same. 

▼ See INJURIES page 16

A RACE AGAINST TIME The third annual ENDURrun International took competitors across 160 km in 
eight days to crown a new race champion. Above left: Virginia Govier passes through Conestogo Aug. 21 
as part of a 42.2-km marathon. Above right: Sport challenge runner Dan Callaghan of Burton, Nova Scotia 
crosses the finish line at RIM Park last Sunday. PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN
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1,500-metre after logging 
a time of 4:33:87 in the 
preliminaries. 

“I knew going into the 
[finals] that the Ontar-
io competitor [Megan 
Brown], her personal 
best was 10 seconds faster 
than mine. So I knew that 
she would have a pretty 
good chance of winning 
the race,” said McKay, 
who led the first lap but 
was soon overtaken by 
Brown and Lemiem Og-
basilassie of Quebec, 
who took gold and silver 
respectively. McKay was 
less than a second back 
and settled for bronze. 
“I was happy with third 
because I was ranked 
fifth.”

A gold medal in the 
4x400 relay for McKay 
was a bit of a surprise; she 
originally joined Team 
Ontario for the 1,500-me-
tre event, but after some 
Team Ontario members 
revealed they had races 
on the same day as the re-
lay preliminaries, McK-
ay was enlisted to run in 
their place. 

“I wasn’t in the finals, 
but because I ran in the 

Bauman & McKay come out on top
preliminaries, when they 
came home with the gold 
medal … I got one [too] 
for that even though I 
wasn’t in the finals,” she 
said with a laugh. 

The local athlete will be 
back at Elmira District 
Secondary School for an-
other semester and plans 
to join the school’s cross 
country team. 

Elmira’s Nathan Bau-
man also struck gold for 
Team Ontario in men’s 
softball, helping his 
team to a 7-6 victory over 
British Columbia in the 
championship game Aug. 
20. 

“It was pretty awesome 
to win, especially after 
losing a few games in the 
round robin. We were 
getting a bit worried but 
we stepped it up in the 
playoffs and we did fair-
ly well. We were pretty 
happy about that,” said 
Bauman.

Just before Friday’s 
semifinals, things didn’t 
look so great for Team 
Ontario. With a 4-3 re-
cord –  tied for third with 
Quebec and Alberta – and 
two more games to go, the 
team’s shot at the podium 

looked distant
“After our third loss, 

our coach sat us down 
and gave us a big speech 
– read us a story that 
inspired us and we just 
started clicking and play-
ing well.”

The team rallied and 
posted a 3-0 win versus 
Nova Scotia and 9-0 vic-
tory over Alberta Aug. 
18. Heading into the 
semifinals Aug. 19, On-
tario marked a notch in 
the win column during a 
6-5 slogging match with 
Nova Scotia and a 4-3 vic-
tory versus Newfound-
land, earning a spot in 
Saturday’s finals. 

That game versus top- 
seeded British Columbia 
was the toughest match 
of the day. 

At the end of regula-
tion time, the game stood 
deadlocked at 5-5. 

“At the top of the eighth 
we scored two runs off of 
a homerun. They got up 
to bat and they got one 
run in the bottom of the 
eighth so we ended up 
winning by one,” said 
Bauman of their 7-6 vic-
tory. 

“We were really happy. 
The playoffs were very 
close and all the games 
were exciting,” he said. 
“The highlight for me 
was definitely winning 
the gold medal and bond-
ing with the guys. I’ve 
played a lot with those 
guys this summer on 
the other teams that I’ve 
played for, so it was good 
to see them again.”

Continued from page 11

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD
SOUTH PERTH
MEN’S FASTBALL
JUNIOR
AUG. 17
• Elmira Juniors 3
   Milverton 2

AUG. 18
• Linwood Chiefs 5
   Waterloo 6

AUG. 21
• Elmira Cubs 9
   Monkton 3

• Elmira Juniors 1
   Shakespeare 0

KITCHENER 
FASTBALL
AUG. 16
• Breslau Midgets 4
   Bulldogs 5

COMPILED
BY RICHARD

VIVIAN
669-5790 X102

“I didn’t have much 
luck this year,” he said, 
referring to four sec-
ond-place and three 
third-place trophies 
– garnered at provin-
cial qualifiers – he has 
earned this year.

“When I raced in a 
lower class, I was used 
to winning and now 
I’ve stepped it up a bit. 
I’ve just had some bad 
luck during the races … 
crashing a lot. It’s hard 
to come back from the 
back of the pack and 
win when you’re forti-
eth. But overall it was a 
decent year.”

Thanks to his success 
at the nationals, he’s de-
cided to move up from 
Junior to the Intermedi-
ate division as of Aug. 
21. 

“I got third so I decid-
ed it’s time to move up 
… it’s time to step up a 
level, get faster and ride 
with faster people,” he 
said, noting his goal is 
to go professional with 
motocross after he’s had 
a few years in Interme-
diate.

Disappointment and 
mechanical problems 
aren’t the sport’s only 
dangers, however; on 
top of being run over 
during last week’s race, 

Injuries, breakdowns nothing 
compared to adrenaline rush
Continued from page 15

Brilhante has a room full 
of casts which he has ac-
cumulated through years 
of motocross. 

“I’ve probably broken 
easily over 10 bones … 
you’ve got the odd person 
who asks me why I’m do-

ing this. They don’t un-
derstand, they’ve never 
done it. It’s definitely a 
thrill and it’s something 
to do. Some people go 
out and play soccer – I 
dirt bike and race. It’s 
an adrenaline rush.” 

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Proving they could 
compete on the in-
ternational stage, 

the Elmira Cubs walked 
over eight world-calibre 
teams to win the Interna-
tional Softball Congress 
II Intermediate Men’s 
Fastpitch tournament in 
Chippewa Falls, Wiscon-
sin Aug. 15-19.

With victories over 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin 
and Regina – all interna-
tionally ranked teams 
– the Cubs handily won 
the tournament. 

“We felt very good. It’s 
only our second year as 
a team, so it’s pretty sur-
prising for us,” said play-
er Mike Harnock. “We 
were hoping for a top-10 
finish, but we got on a roll 
and that’s how things go. 
Our pitcher [Casey Hal-
stead] got hot, we scored 
some runs, and that was 
it.

“He [Halstead] was key, 
but really good defence 
behind him helped. We 
got key hits when we 
needed them.”

The Cubs got off to a 
great start with victories 
over Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania, Regina and Ten-

World-class victory
Elmira Cubs take top prize at ISC tournament

nessee to easily earn a 
spot in the playoffs start-
ing Aug. 18. 

Elmira was in good 
company heading into 
the first round: seven 
of the eight qualifying 
teams were from Canada, 
including the Cubs’ first 
opponents, Bridgeport.

Tied 1-1 until the fifth 
inning, the Cubs pulled 
ahead thanks to home 
runs. 

“It was a really good 
game … I hit a two-run 
homerun in the fifth for 
us to go up 3-1 and in the 
sixth inning Chris Mink 
hit a three-run homer,” 
said Harnock. 

After a lengthy rain de-
lay Aug. 18, Elmira beat 
Tavistock in a 3-0 quar-
terfinal match.

“That was a typical 
early morning game, ev-
eryone’s a little tired, it’s 
been a long week but we 
scraped out some runs 
and had another good 
game.” 

In the semifinals, Elmi-
ra beat Alvinston – an-
other Ontario squad – 2-0 
to qualify for the finals 
against Port Elgin. 

That match proved to 
be the biggest blowout of 
the entire tournament for 
Elmira: they mercied their 

rivals 8-1 in five innings. 
“It was a very close 

game up until the fourth 
and then Brad Thompson 
hit a two-run homerun to 
break that game open. In 
the bottom of the fifth we 
scored four runs to end 
the game,” he said. “We 
lost to them (Port Elgin) 
three weeks ago in the 
Ontario Amateur Soft-
ball Association elmina-
tions in Kitchener in the 
semifinals. It was nice to 
get even with them.” 

Elmira made it to the in-
ternational competition 
after the ISC qualifiers in 
Innerkip June 17-19. 

After an all-night cele-
bration, Elmira returned 
to town juiced up and 
ready for their playoff 
run; they are currently 
tied with the Elmira Ju-
niors for first-place in the 
South Perth Men’s Fast-
ball League. 

“We’re pretty pumped 
up and we’re ready to go 
for the league – that’ll 
be fun,” said Harnock 
who added they thumped 
Monkton 9-3 Aug. 21 
– less than 24 hours after 
getting back from Wis-
consin. “Hopefully we 
can stay on our roll and 
ride that out the rest of 
the season.”

LOOKING UP After taking bronze at the Trans Canada Motorsport 
Nationals, Maryhill’s Brandon Brilhante is moving up a class to the 
Intermediate division.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com
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Who says culture is a status thing?
eyeGO=$5eyeGO=$5

to SEP. 3
Drayton Entertainment 

presents The World Goes 
‘Round Contact for show 

times. Huron Country 
Playhouse/Playhouse II

For tickets call 
519.638.5555 or 
1.888.449.4463

to SEP. 3
Drayton Entertainment 

presents
The Last Resort

Contact for show times.
King’s Wharf Theatre

For tickets call 
519.638.5555 or 
1.888.449.4463
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

Sulco Chemicals Limited is a manufacturer of sulphuric acid, oleum and sodium bisulphite. Committed to 
Responsible Care, quality, safety and environmental programs, we are currently looking for a: 

In this role, you will be responsible for answering telephones, recording and entering customer orders, inputting 
inter-company transfers and other general offi ce duties. As our ideal candidate, you have one to three years 
of offi ce experience, profi ciency in Word and Excel applications, and excellent customer service skills. 

This is your opportunity to join our highly reputable company. Interested? Send your résumé now to: 
Sulco Chemicals Limited, P.O. Box 126, 60 First Street East, Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z5. Fax: (519) 669-8340.

We thank all candidates for their interest, however, only those under consideration will be contacted. 
No agencies or telephone calls, please. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

35886rcan_elmira.indd   1 8/24/2005   11:07:58 AM
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E L D O R A D O
PLYWOOD  SPECIALTIES  INC.

10 Hollinger Crescent, 
Kitchener, ON, Canada  N2K 2Z3

We currently require machine operators/
helpers, and tow-motor drivers for 
afternoon shift. These are long-term 
positions with competitive wages and 
benefit plan.

Please fax resumé to:
519-742-3732

TECH SUPPORT

Computer Crashes and 
Slow Speed Frustrating 
you? Virus/Spyware re-
moval, repairs, upgrades, 
DSL, cable, wireless net-
working, installs & tutor-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Friendly service. Business 
or residential. Call Warren 
at 519-591-0900 or email 
fi xmypc@pchandyman.ca

HELP WANTED

Air Compressor For Sale. 
Two 5 HP compressors 575 
V, 80 gallon tank c/w control 
panel, water after cooler. 
Call 669-2800.

Full-Time Help Wanted 
for packaging and freezing 
poultry products. For more 
information call The Poultry 
Place, 664-3090.

HELP WANTED

Delivery Person - Full-
time position required im-
mediately. We are look-
ing for an energetic, self 
motivated and responsible 
person to assist in delivery. 
Must be physically fi t and 
able to lift tires. A strong 
work ethic, valid class G 
licence and clean abstract 
a must. Please fax resume 
to: (519)664-3406 or email 
to: mail@basttire.com

Looking For Reliable, 
self motivated team per-
son for general bookkeep-
ing, payables, receivables 
etc. Possibly growing into 
more responsibility. MYOB 
Accounting and computer 
knowledge would be an as-
set. Part-time leading into 
potential full-time. Fax re-
sume to: (519)669-8301 or 
call (519)572-3353.

HELP WANTED

Part-time and Full-time 
help required for log home 
builder. Call Dave at Pio-
neer Log Homes. Evenings 
699-4606.

Wellesley Brand Apple 
Products is in need of a reli-
able, responsible person re-
quired to operate apple cider 
press - and other production 
related duties. Some heavy 
lifting required. This is a sea-
sonal position - beginning 
Sept. 2005 thru June 2006. 
Please call (519)656-2400. 
Ask for Steve.

WORK WANTED

Looking For A Handyman 
to do small jobs around the 
home, yard maintenance, 
and /or building maintenance? 
Reasonable rates. If interest-
ed please call 669-8802.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Bob Wilhelm Guitar Stu-
dio now accepting students 
for fall lessons. Call now to 
reserve your spot. Phone 
669-5371.

Math Tutoring available. 
Grades 9-12, including Cal-
culus & Geometry & Dis-
crete Math. Call 669-1050.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Available in my 
home. Mother of 2 looking 
has Part time or Full time 
openings available. Close to 
John Mahood & St. Teresa 
Schools. Lunches, snacks, 
crafts and fun safe environ-
ment provided. Please call 
Jasmine at 669-4450.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Available in my 
home. Very close to John 
Mahood school and on bus 
route to St. Teresa school. 
Children 2 and up. Full time 
or part time. 669-3428.

I am looking to care for your 
children in my home. I offer 
a nutritious meals, creative 
play and a supportive envi-
ronment. Full time and part 
time available.  Call Christa 
at 669-9047.

Kreative Kids Home Day-
care - Clean, loving, edu-
cational and accepting en-
vironment for toddlers in 
Elmira. Certif ied in child 
emergency, receipts and 
healthy meals! Call Jeanette 
@ 669-8759.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefi n carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Contractor Scaffolding 
for sale. Three sets avail-
able. $75.00 a set. Call Bob 
@669-5371.

Furniture - Dressers, bed 
side, coffee and end tables, 
microwave, kitchen suite 
and bookcases. 669-1410.

Labels for Back To School. 
Canadian made, person-
alized labels for clothes, 
shoes, backpacks, lunch 
containers, toys, books and 
more. Great for school fund-
raisers too. www.mabel.
ca/marlene

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Dodge Shadow. 
150,000 kms, new battery, 
good running condition, 
body good. $700 as is. 669-
4360.

1997 Chrysler Sebring LXI, 
2 dr cpe., only 115,000, 1 
previous owner. 6 cyl., auto, 
air, leather, sun roof. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

1999 Mazda B3000 Pickup. 
6 cyl., 5 spd man., air, 1 pre-
vious owner. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2000 Chrysler Concorde 
LX. Only 34,500 kms, V-6, 
auto, air, leather and more! 
One previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2002 Chrysler Neon L.E. 
Only 7200 kms! Auto, air, 
cast wheels, security pack-
age, 1 previous owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring 4 dr sedan, only 
82,000 kms, 1 previous 
owner. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2002 Jeep Liberty Ren-
egade 4X4. Only 41,000 
kms, 6 cyl., auto, air, light 
bar, roof rack, side steps, 
1 previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Dodge Caravan, only 
43,000 kms, quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Jeep T.J. Sport, 6 cyl., 
5 spd man., dual tops and 
more. 1 previous owner, only 
42,000 km. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2004 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring. 4 dr. sedan, black, 
sunroof, Only 200 kms, 
demo. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

Find the ride of your life in 
Observer Classifi eds.

2004 P.T. Cruiser Touring. 
Auto, air, finished in light 
almond, only 33,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

RENTALS

Large One Bedroom apart-
ment. Renovated, applianc-
es. 669-5657.

Warehousing Space for 
rent in Elmira at Walco 
Equipment, 20 Arthur St. 
North. Blocks of approx. 500 
sq. ft. with dock and forklift 
service available. Call 669-
4025, ask for Jim.

COMING EVENTS

American Warmblood So-
ciety Sport Horse Seminar 
& Inspection. Aug. 30, 2005, 
10 a.m. start. All visitors wel-
come! Host: Troika Eques-
trian Centre, 2137 Shantz 
Station Rd., Breslau, On. 
(519)648-9475.

Trakehner Horse Presen-
tation. Sept. 10, 2005 - 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Come and 
see the f inest Dressage 
and Jumping Prospects. 
All visitors welcome, rain 
or shine! Troika Trakehner 
Stud Farm, 2137 Shantz 
Station Rd., Breslau, On. 
(519)648-9475.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. Aug. 27. 
8 a.m. - ??? Rain or shine. 
74 Snyder Ave. N., Elmi-
ra. Baby items, furniture, 
books etc.

FOR SALE

Mirrored Glass cof fee 
table and matching 5 tier 
stand $150 ea.; dehumidi-
fi er $150; Sklar Peppler sofa 
$550; Roxton glider and 
stool $450. 669-1119.

Pool Table - 4 ft. x 8 ft, 
slate base, excellent con-
dition. Asking $600. Call 
669-2795.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
B i rd land Plaza Elmira, 
Tues. to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  
Donations welcomed. 669-
1129.

Steel For Sale. Various 
sizes and shapes, pre-
strapped bundles below 
cost. Selling by bundle only. 
Average weight 500 - 700lb 
bundles. Call (905)873-
8692, Georgetown.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Antenna & Tower, 50’. Free 
- must dismantle yourself. 
669-5703.

Free - 2 kittens. 669-1983.

Free Barn Cats and kittens. 
669-2328.

Hewlett Packard Laser-
Jet 4SI printer. Working 
condition. $50.00. Phone 
699-4019.

Hockey Skates, size 5. Used 
1 season, great condition - 
Vic. $25 o.b.o. 669-9224.

BUSINESS     
OPPORTUNITIES
Cultured Marble/Granite/
Onyx. Established busi-
ness servicing new home 
and renovation sector, only 
custom shop in Waterloo 
region, extensive inven-
tory of well maintained 
equipment, customer list 
and suppliers as well as 
training available. Origi-
nal owner retiring. Peak 
Realty Ltd. Bob Ernewein 
744-7133.

WANTED TO BUY

Are there any other young 
people (20’s) in the area who 
love camping, backpacking, 
canoeing, portaging, hiking 
in the Algonguin or other 
areas who would be willing 
to share info on great desti-
nations, experiences, group 
trips etc. Call 669-5239.

Wanted: Dolls - collectors, 
Barbies, antique. Check 
Grandma’s attic or closet 
for treasures! Best price if 
in box in excellent condition. 
(519)669-0354.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and 
no till seeding. Call 580-
5131.

Second Cut Alfalfa hay. 
4’x5’ round bales. Reason-
able. Lloyd Cassel - 595-
4497.

GARAGE SALES

Moving Sale - 7252 Wel-
lington County Rd. #8. 11 km 
east  of Drayton, 14 km north 
of Elmira. Sept. 3, 8a .m. - 2 
p.m. Rain date Sept. 10.

Advertise your Garage
sale where more people 
read - in The Observer!
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ACROSS 
1. Black and white
5. Bob was NDP Ontario 
Premier
8. Badges used to identi-
fy bearer (abbrev.)
11. weapons
15. Better
17. Intentionally so 
written
18. A Haiwaian feast
19. Crude stone arti-
facts (possibly the first 
tools)
20. She’s accused of  
breaking up the Beetles
21. Refuse to acknowl-
edge
23. A lavatory (North-
east English dialect)
24. A building where 
animals are butchered
26. Someone who spies
27. Semi-circular over-
head beam
28. Used to indicate 
maiden name
30. Farm equipment
34. Paul _ _ _ _ _ _ 
(Crowded House drum-
mer, Australian)
36. A Hebrew judge
39. Supplicant before 
God
40. Me and you make __
41. Of  the highest qual-
ity (2wrds)
42. 1 in 1449 females has 
this name
45. Possessive form of  
“it”
46. Prod urges horse on-
ward
48. Small British cars 
used as taxis

50. Intelligent & book-
ish
54. Sound resembling 
that made by a cat
55. Eastern standard 
time (abbrv)
57. The money paid out
58. Breed of  spirited, 
graceful riding horse
61. Indefinite article ap-
pears before “a”
62. An overwhelming 
defeat
64. A type of  scan or 
xray to see body organs
65. Legal representative
67. Simple top-covering 
clothes
70. Large northern deer
71. Suggestive of  the su-
pernatural
73. Builds
76. A place for swans
78. Ablaze
79. “And others”
80. ___ Cassidy - Jazz 
singer died at 33
81. A collection of  ob-
jects with strange allure
83. Horn blown to sig-
nify death of  a hunted 
animal
84. Moon’s companion
85. The study and treat-
ment of  mental illness 
(Obsolete)
87. To reverse the effect 
already had on some-
thing
88. A tennis term
89. Phone (abbrevia-
tion)
90. More (adj)
DOWN 
1. Opposite of  stop

2. Regret
3. Make amends
4. Having the name of  
(Archaic)
5. Rodent catcher
6. Covered in soot
7. A radioactive trans-
uranic element
8. A connection between 
points having equal 
barometric pressure at a 
given time
9. Basic unit of  Yemen 
currency
10. Hard-cooked egg en-
cased in sausage meat 
then breaded and deep-
fried
11. In addition
12. See someone unex-
pectedly
13. Dowd, New York 
Times columnist and 
Pulitzer Prize winner
14. Below
16. Metric unit equal to 
volume of  1 kilogram 
(US spelling)
22. Opposite of  down
25. Definite article
29. Earlier in time than
31. Baby’s bed
32. “Tit for __”
33. Marine mollusks
35. An ascetic holy man 
(Hinduism)
36. 50+ magazine for 
women ‘__ Street’
37. Flower arrangement 
in circular band
38. Electrically charged 
particle
43. Something un-
wanted in your person-
al area/property (acro-

nym)
44. “__ up your sleave.”
47. In the past
49. Cogniscience
50. French ornamental 
ladies’ bag
51. And so forth
52. Muslim country title 
of  honour
53. The punctuation be-
fore com web address
56. Fifth note of  any 
musical scale
58. A type of  brew
59. Subsidiary of  Puri-
na, or city in Nebraska
60. Uncomfortable sit-
uation
63. Architectural or-
nament in the form of  
three arcs arranged in 
a circle
66. In spite of  (archaic 
spelling)
67. A dictatorial person
68. Repeated too often
69. A sweetish crystal-
line amino acid involved 
in the synthesis of  the 
body of  cysteine
72. A variety show with 
topical sketches
74. Beany’s companion 
(old TV show)
75. Syllable naming 5th 
note on musical scale
77. The lowest female 
singing voice
78. Shaft connecting 
wheels
79. Large bird similar to 
ostrich
81. Consume
82. A pompous fool
86. Objective form of  “I”

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                             If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

August 17
7:11 PM An employee of the Con-

estoga Golf Club discovered their 
vehicle missing from the parking 

lot. The green 1998 Dodge – with 
licence marker 421 YZV – was tak-

en sometime after 11 a.m. The four-
door vehicle was found abandoned 
on Grand Ridge Drive in Kitchener 
at 10:30 a.m. Aug. 19. Damage was 
reported as moderate. There are no 
suspects.

August 18
7:24 AM Three 20-litre kegs of 

beer were reported stolen from a 
St. Jacobs restaurant. Sometime 
overnight, a walk-in door was 
forced open and the full kegs were 
removed. The containers have “Wa-
terloo Black” stenciled on them. 
There are no suspects.
12:52 PM A two-vehicle collision 

took police to the Waterloo Farm-
ers’ Market parking lot on Weber 
Street, near St. Jacobs. A Kitchener 
man was pulling from a parking 
spot when he struck the side of a 
passing vehicle. Both vehicles sus-
tained moderate damage. No inju-
ries were reported. 
2:31 PM An abandoned children’s 

scooter was recovered from beside 
a Church Street West business in 
Elmira. The I Go brand aluminum 
device is being held at the Elmira 
police station pending owner iden-
tification.
7:56 PM Family and Children Ser-

vices (F&CS) is investigating after 
a resident of Brookmead Street 
in Elmira reported an unattended 
two-year-old child. The child had 
reportedly been left alone at home 
for about an hour. Police responded 
and let themselves in to the resi-
dence, where the child was located. 
F&CS workers were also called to 
the scene and took the child into 
their care. The mother returned 
while police and F&CS employees 
were at the home. Charges are be-
ing reviewed.

August 19
2:27 AM A stolen vehicle was 

found abandoned on Reid Woods 
Drive near Elmira. The 1999 Chrys-
ler was found in the roadway with 
its ignition punched. Upon investi-
gation, police learned the vehicle 
was registered to a Kitchener resi-
dent. When contacted by an officer, 
the owner confirmed the vehicle 
must have been taken earlier that 

night. There are no suspects.
3:55 AM Car thieves made off 

with a 1997 Dodge Neon from a 
Flamingo Drive, Elmira residence. 
The vehicle was taken sometime in 
the previous four hours. At 11:30 
a.m. that day, police located the car 
in a business parking lot on West 
Heights Drive in Kitchener. The igni-
tion had been damaged. There are 
no suspects.
6:13 AM A stereo and subwoofer 

were taken from a vehicle on Elmi-
ra’s Cedar Waxwing Drive. Some-
time overnight, a driver’s side win-
dow was forced open. Taken were 
a Pioneer CD stereo and an X-Pod 
subwoofer, with a combined value 
of $1,000. There are no suspects.
8:36 AM A $20,000 boat and 

trailer were stolen from outside 
a residence on Mair Court in St. 
Clements. Sometime overnight, a 
white Bombardier Seadoo Chal-
lenger 1800 with grey seats was 
taken. The boat, which has black 
and silver lettering, was sitting on 

a white trailer, with licence marker 
C39 33C. There are no suspects.
10:00 AM Police received the 

first of four theft reports from 
Purple Martin Court and Nuthatch 
Place residents in Elmira. In each 
case vehicle windows were forced 
open overnight. While nothing was 
reported stolen from two vehicles, 
a small quantity of cash was taken 
from one and a stereo was taken 
from another. The thefts occurred 
sometime overnight. There are no 
suspects, but police believe the in-
cidents are related.
1:45 PM A dump trailer owned by 

an Elmira business was stolen from 
an Edgehill Drive address in Kitch-
ener. The green 2000 Varney trailer 
with dual axles – valued at $3,000 
– was taken sometime between 4 
p.m. Aug. 18 and 10:30 a.m. Aug 
19. It carried licence plate marker 
M36 183. There are no suspects.
4:36 PM Police collected five 

counterfeit bills from the TD Cana-
▼ See MORE page 22

BACK ON ICE

KYLE REA

CAN’T WAIT TO BE 
A KING Hoping to 
don an Elmira Sugar 
Kings jersey this 
season, Ryan Zehr 
of New Hamburg 
joined an all-rookie 
squad for their first 
exhibition game of 
the year versus the 
Waterloo Siskins in 
St. Jacobs Aug. 24. 
After going down 3-
0 in the first, Elmira 
bounced back to 
post a 7-4 victory 
over their big city 
rivals. 
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What’s better than a trip to 
Jamaica? WINNING ONE!

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

DECORATING

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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CARPET CARE

��������������������

���������
������������������

����
������������������
�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������
����������������������

���������������������������������
������������������������������
���������������������������������
�������������������
�����������������

�������������������������

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

PROFESSIONALPAGES
Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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CONSTRUCTION

PLASTICS

TINY’S
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ROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN
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Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR

PHOTO REPRINTS

EVERY PHOTOGRAPH WE 
TAKE IS AVAILABLE TO YOU!
• Provide us the issue date,
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for details
   or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for
   delivery in about a week.

SAY
CHEESE...
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N.,
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

www.woolwichobserver.com

Love discussing
current events over
a nice cup of coffee?

The Observer wants 
your news tips and 

story leads.

Call or stop by and 
share your news tip 
with us and we’ll give 
you a FREE Observer 

Coffee Mug.

The Observer...
good to the last word.

So do we.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This summer has 
been a decidedly 
strange one for the 

K-W Braves ladies under-
19 lacrosse squad: not only 
did they take home provin-
cial bronze after finishing 
last in their division, but 
they did so with a substan-
tial number of  underage 
players.

Eight of  the team’s 20 
players are under 15 years 
of  age. 

“It’s sort of  an unusual 
team. Under-19 is usually 
girls that are 16-18. But our 
team, because of  the size, 
we didn’t have enough 
girls to do that. Our team 
combined what would be 
an under-15 team and an 
under-19 team, so we have 
girls ranging in age from 
nine to 18 playing against 
girls who are 16-18,” said 
assistant coach David Cot-
ter. 

Their age was certainly 
not a disadvantage last 
weekend when the Braves 
– which includes seven 
members from Woolwich 
– took home third place 
at the Ontario Ladies 
Under-19 field lacrosse 
tournament in Oran-
geville. 

“The girls played every 
minute hard the whole 
weekend. Teams that were 
much higher than them 
in the standings, they 
played them every minute 
of  every game like they 
could beat them,” he said. 
“They were ecstatic after 
the game. You’d think 
they won the gold medal. 
I’ve told them all the time, 
I don’t care about win-
ning as long as they try 
hard. And they did.

“You would think it’s a 
challenge [with a young 
team], but some of  these 
younger girls, because 

Underdogs 
flying high

Strong local contingent helps
lacrosse squad to provincial bronze

they are playing with 
older girls who are men-
toring them, become 
better much more quickly 
and are as competitive as 
the older girls.”

Starting Aug. 20, the 
Braves battled Orangeville 
to a 5-5 tie; in the after-
noon, they lost against 
first-place Burlington by a 
score of  14-6. 

After winding down for 
the evening, tournament 
play resumed Sunday with 
a 10-4 loss for the local 
squad versus Orangeville 
Two. “That was a close 
game … it seemed closer 
than [the score shows].”

Heading into their final 
match of  the tournament, 
the Braves beat Oran-
geville squad Three by a 
score of  6-2 to take home a 
bronze medal. Burlington 
would earn gold, with sil-
ver going to Orangeville 
Two.

“It was outstanding. It 
was the best game the 
girls played this year. I’ve 
played a lot of  sports and I 
know that after you didn’t 
make it to the gold medal 
game, you can be let down 
and not perform as well as 
you can. They did the ex-
act opposite,” said Cotter. 

Their regular season re-
cord of  2-3 –  second last in 
the U19 ‘B’ division – was 
deceiving, said Cotter, 
considering how much 
the girls improved over 
the summer. 

“They had a really good 
year. Their progression 
over the year was out-
standing. 

“One of  the Orangeville 
teams we beat for the first 
time a few weeks ago [had] 
previously beaten us; one 
of  the coaches told us this 
weekend he thought we 
were an entirely differ-
ent team. They’d seen that 
much improvement over 
the course of  a season.”
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DEATH NOTICES
FARWELL, Greg Mark, Anthony
It is with great sadness that the Farwell 
family announces the passing of Greg on 
August 20, 2005 at Freeport Hospital, 
Kitchener at the age of 54. 
Local relatives are brother Guy Farwell 
and his wife Debbie of St. Jacobs.

FISHER, John E.
On Saturday, August 20, 2005 at Groves 
Memorial Hospital, Fergus. John Fisher in 
his 45th year of RR1, Wallenstein.

OBITUARY

GRAHM, Kathleen R.N.
Passed away peacefully, on Sunday, 
August 21, 2005, at Nithview Home in 
New Hamburg, Kathleen Norma Grahm, 
formerly of Wellesley and Stratford, in 
her 99th year.

KRETSCHMAN, Irvin
with great sadness we announce the 
passing of our father, 
on Monday, August 22, 
2005, at Lisaard House, 
Cambridge.
Local relatives are son 
Randy Kretschman and his 
wife Janice of Maryhill.

DEATH NOTICES

FOR THE 
REST OF 

THE
FAMILY
ALBUM 
PLEASE 

SEE PAGE 
27 IN 

TOWN & 
COUNTRY

LEADING THEIR PACKS

A CUT ABOVE Facing off in the Squirt girls houseleague finals 
last Saturday (Aug. 20), Guys and Dolls downed Elmira IGA 4-1. 
From left: Hallie Brohman, Meg Martin, Nicole Goetz and Abbey 
Adams.

HEADED DOWN FIELD Devin DeCorte of the Woolwich Observer 
Atom houseleague soccer team tries to put distance between 
himself and charging Elmira Bus Lines player Daniel Beams during 
last Saturday’s finals. EBL won 4-3.

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN
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MORELAW...
da Trust bank in downtown Elmira. 
Bank employees received the 
fraudulent currency – two $10 bills, 
two $20 bills and a $50 bill – in the 
previous week. The bills were for-
warded to the Waterloo Regional 
Police fraud unit for investigation.

August 20
12:10 AM Thieves again targeted 

a car stereo and CDs, this time on 

Elmira’s Nightingale Court. Some-
time in the previous 24 hours, a 
front passenger-side vehicle win-
dow was forced open. There are no 
suspects.
4:18 PM A similar call took po-

lice to the Best Western Hotel on 
Benjamin Road, near St. Jacobs. 
Sometime after 8:30 a.m., a pas-
senger-side vehicle window was 
forced open and a car stereo was 

taken. There are no suspects.
August 21

12:31 PM A two-vehicle collision 
occurred at the intersection of Line 
86 and Weisenberg Road, near the 
Woolwich/Guelph border. An east-
bound vehicle slowed to turn left 
onto Weisenberg Road when a trail-
ing vehicle attempted to pass and 
the two struck. Damage was de-
scribed as moderate. There were no 
injuries. A Cambridge woman was 
charged with ‘improper left turn.’

August 22
9:07 AM Unknown culprit(s) 

made off with several handtools 
following a break-in at a garage 
on Cox Creek Road, west of Win-
terbourne. Sometime overnight, a 
glass section of door was broken 
and a garage door was unlocked 
to gain access. There are no sus-
pects.
10:55 AM A parking lot collision 

took police to downtown Elmira. A 
delivery truck clipped a parked ve-
hicle as it made its way through the 
lot. Damage to the parked vehicle 
was moderate. No injuries were re-
ported. There were no charges.

5:53 PM Police enlisted the as-
sistance of Conestogo firefighters 
after learning of a floor safe in 
the Grand River, under the bridge. 
An area-resident noticed the safe, 
which sat about eight-metres from 
shore, and called police. Firefight-
ers were called to retrieve the item, 
which had been forced open before 
being discarded into the water. Po-
lice are interested in talking with 
anyone missing a floor safe.
7:05 PM A patrolling officer 

found an abandoned pickup truck 
on the side on Line 86, near North-

field Drive. The unplated 1984 Nis-
san was towed from the scene. At-
tempts are being made to contact 
the owner.
10:02 PM A break-in was re-

ported at an Oriole Parkway busi-
ness. Sometime in the previous 
three hours an office door inside a 
laundry business was forced open 
and the contents were rummaged 
through. At the time of the report 
nothing appeared stolen. There are 
no suspects. This was the third time 
the business has been targeted by 
thieves in recent weeks.

Continued from page 18
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Convention benefits local fire service Beating MS gets over $20K from the Home team WCHC received funding for a new midwife
Most of the bills from last month’s Fire Fighters Association of Ontario 

convention in St. Jacobs have been paid, leaving about $12,500 for the 
host organizers. That money will be split between the five Woolwich fire 
stations, to be spent on bettering local fire service.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Three weeks after a blaze forced 
two families from their homes 
and shut down the Sip n’ Bite 
restaurant, those involved 

have begun to put their lives back to-
gether. They have received help from 
family, friends and the Elmira com-
munity in their effort to pick up the 
pieces. 

Liz Bruce and Chris Kirk, both oc-
cupants of the 39 Arthur St. S. apart-
ment at the centre of the blaze, were 
the hardest hit; they lost almost all of 
their possessions and were forced to 
move in with family in Drayton. 

“Things are going really good now 
actually. They [owners] still don’t 
know when it’s going to come together 
so we’ve had to find some place in Wa-
terloo,” said Bruce, who noted they’ll 

Picking up the pieces
Two families, restaurant owner attempt to move on after Aug. 3 blaze

be moving into a new apartment in the 
city come Oct. 15.

“The good news is I had a closet and I 
salvaged all of my keepsakes … all the 
things from childhood. That was amaz-
ing. My clothes that were in the living 
room were saved, but Chris’ clothes got 
burned. Everything else is gone.” Nei-
ther Bruce nor Kirk had insurance. 

Nicole and Caleb Mueller lived in the 
apartment next-door and were spared 
most of the damage.  

“We’re still in the apartment. We didn’t 
stay the night of the fire, but we’ve been 
living there since,” said Nicole. “It need-
ed pretty thorough cleaning afterward. 
All of the horizontal surfaces had a fine 
layer of soot … the walls are fine and 
I did have to throw out all my pantry 
items, but that was it. Everything else 
is fine. We were very fortunate.”

Bruce, Kirk and the Muellers were 
forced from their second floor apart-

ment on Aug. 3 after an extension 
cord attached to an air conditioner 
melted, causing a short circuit that 
ignited nearby bedding. The fire was 
quickly extinguished by firefighters 
from Elmira and Floradale, but some 
$30,000 in smoke and fire damage 
was caused to the apartments and to 
the Sip n’ Bite restaurant located on 
ground level. 

The restaurant remained closed un-
til Aug. 11 when the front section re-
opened. The back part – where most 
of the smoke damaged occurred – re-
mains closed. 

“We are hoping to open it for the first 
week of September, but we’re not to-
tally positive on that. We’re just doing 
some [repairs],” said Naide Zacharc-
zuk who co-owns the restaurant and 
apartments. She added that she doesn’t 
know when the affected apartment 

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Music, food and fun with a dis-
tinctly country flavour are 
on tap this weekend as the 
Elmira branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion hosts its first ever 
Country Jamboree Aug. 27. 

Mixing entertainment with fundrais-
ing, the Legion hopes to collect cash 
for a new recreation complex with a 
concert featuring some 17 performers. 
A stage will be set up just behind the 
Legion hall and Elmira Bowl on First 
Street. 

“It’s the first time we’re attempting 
something this big,” said Dennis Hilk-
er, first vice-president of the branch 
and event organizer. 

So far, the Legion has sold 500 tickets 
and raised about $15,000 toward a new 
recreation complex in Elmira; if they 
reach their goal of selling 2,000 tickets, 
they’ll bring in close to $60,000. 

While ticket sales have been lower 
than expected, Hilker hopes they’ll 
pick up soon. 

“It was really slow up until about a 
week ago and now that we’re getting 
closer we’ve got people coming in and 
we’re getting inquiries from places 
like Mississauga, Port Dover, Hamil-
ton and Burlington.”

Hilker came up with the idea a few 
months ago after taking the advice of 
one Legion member. 

“One of the members [Lorraine Mc-
Dermott] came in and told us about a 
Jamboree in St. Clements last summer 
for the firefighters [fundraising for 
their jaws of life]. It was a huge success 
so that’s why we went with country. We 
thought, we’ll hold one and we picked 
this weekend before the long weekend 
and because most people will have 
their holidays done by this time.”

To help recruit musical talent, he en-
listed Paul Weber, owner of the Com-
mercial Hotel in Maryhill, a place 
where country music is key. 

Stompin’ 
sounds
Legion hosts Country

Jamboree this weekend
for Elmira rec. complex 
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We’re better. We’ll prove it.
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Service

Keep your vehicle 
in peak condition with our 
Spring Service Specials 
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The natural child-birthing services of the Woolwich Community Health 
Centre are about to grow. Last week the provincial government approved 
increased funding to hire an additional midwife for the centre. The funding 
is part of the province’s plan to hired 50 new midwives across Ontario.

Going beyond their initial target, the Home Hardware MS Bike Tour team 
has raised more than $20,000 for Multiple Sclerosis – their original goal 
was $12,000. The 12-member team biked from Brampton to Waterloo– some 
180-kilometres – Aug. 21, part of nation-wide fundraising events held.

SAFE AND SOUND Three weeks after they were forced from their apartment, Liz Bruce, her fiancé Chris Kirk and Velvet, their six-month-old tabby cat are 
staying in Drayton. Bruce and Kirk are planning on making a fresh start when they move to Waterloo next month. 
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Phone ringing off the hook for new environmental plan
Crop and livestock farmers are seizing opportunities to improve their operations
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FLORALANE 
PRODUCE

FARM FRESH • SAVOUR THE FLAVOUR

FRESH DAILY

SWEET CORN

STUART HORST & FAMILY
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira     669-3167
“Conveniently located just minutes north of Elmira.”

HOURS: OPEN 9-7 MON. to SAT.

Canada No. 1 Vine-ripened

TOMATOES
Elmira’s own BEEFSTEAK and GRAPE Tomatoes

See us for CUT FLOWERS
CAMPFIRE WOOD: By the Box for your convenience.

FRESH 

CANTALOUPE &
WATERMELON

99¢
/LB

NEW PRODUCE DRIVE-THRU
(Service available from 3:30-6:00, Mon-Fri and 9:00-3:00, Sat)
READY??? $3.50/Doz ... Rolling Stop ... Fresh Sweet Corn! 

And Watermelon and Canteloupe

If you drive through 
the beautiful Ontario 
countryside late this 

summer and fall (that is, 
if you can afford the gas), 
you’ll see more and more 
signs reading “This farm 
has an environmental 
farm plan.” That means 
the farm owners (who are 
likewise getting ripped-
off by oil companies) have 
created peer-reviewed 
plans to environmentally 
improve their farm. 

It also means they’re 
taking action to imple-
ment them, thanks to the 
delivery of a tonne of gov-
ernment cash – $57 mil-
lion – earlier this year. 
This new support means 
farmers can each get up 
to $45,000 to make envi-
ronmental improvements 
and implement beneficial 
management practices 
on their operations.

That support has phones 
ringing off the hook at 
the Guelph headquarters 
of Agricultural Groups 
Concerned About Re-
sources and the Environ-
ment (AGCARE), the On-
tario Soil and Crop Im-

provement Association 
and other farm groups 
involved in program de-
livery and promotion, 
particularly the Ontario 
Federation of Agricul-
ture and the Ontario In-
stitute of Agrologists.

Farmers are anxious 
to take advantage of this 
opportunity, particularly 
given the rash of addi-
tional legislation they 
face these days. Orga-
nizers are encouraging 
those who have previous-
ly completed an environ-
mental farm plan – and 
more than 20,000 Ontario 
farmers have done so, 
since its inception in 1992 
– to revisit their plans 
and make sure they com-
ply with new provincial 
regulations. 

The plan, originally de-
veloped in consultation 
with farmers, extension 
specialists and scien-
tists at the University of 
Guelph, covers the wa-
terfront. That’s one of its 
strengths: every farmer 
can get some help. After 
farmers complete their 
environmental plan (a 

multi-module roadmap 
that identifies environ-
mental weaknesses and 
vulnerabilities on their 
farm) and have it re-
viewed by a panel of oth-
er farmers, along with 
some agricultural scien-
tists, they proceed to a 
published list of almost 
40 farming practices for 
which they can receive 
assistance for improve-
ments. The assistance 
ranges from 30 to 50 per 
cent of the individual im-
provement’s cost. 

The list is diverse and 
impressive. There’s an 
emphasis on practices 
you’d expect to see in 
an environmental farm 
plan, such as improve-
ments to erosion con-
trol, manure handling, 
treatment, application 
and storage, in-barn im-
provements for more ef-
ficient watering systems 
for livestock, and several 

initiatives related to a 
farm’s water supply, in-
cluding landscaping for 
run-off control and water 
treatment equipment.

But to me, one of its out-
standing features is the 
way it makes provisions 
for farmers’ rural and 
urban neighbours. At the 
same time, it addresses 
what the farm commu-
nity has long contended 
– that is, the costs asso-
ciated with certain stan-
dards imposed by society 
(the public or any level of 
government) cannot be 
totally borne by farmers.

With that in mind, the 
new environmental fund-
ing provides support for 
a variety of conservation 
activities. For example, 
farmers can get support 
for enhancing wildlife 
habitat and biodiversity, 
by planting buffer strips 
along water courses, es-
tablishing shelterbelts 

for wildlife, and manag-
ing their crops for better 
wildlife survival. The 
plan also gives them sup-
port to protect their crops 
from the wildlife they’re 
helping preserve, such 
as fencing for high-value 
crops and stored feed, 
and recognizes they may 
incur costs such as relo-
cating parts of their op-
erations to accommodate 
wildlife species at risk. 

Farmers also incur 
costs managing new and 
unexpected environmen-
tal threats they had noth-
ing to do with, such as 

“alien” plants and bugs 
– ones that arrive out of 
the blue, or take advan-
tage of an environmental 
opportunity to take hold. 
The plan helps them take 
a multi-faceted approach 
to controlling these inva-
sive species.   

And wisely, the plan 
builds in money so farm-
ers can, if necessary, 
seek professional advice 
from consultants on how 
to implement these mea-
sures. It’s a blue-ribbon 
program for the farm 
community, and for On-
tario as a whole.

will be fixed. “The apart-
ment upstairs is gutted 
so we’re going to be to-
tally redoing that in the 
near future, but we’re not 
entirely sure what we’re 
doing upstairs yet.”

While both tenants were 
concerned about their 
possessions, they were 
more worried at the time 
about their third family 
members: their pets. 

Bruce’s six-month old 
tabby cat, named Velvet, 
was in her apartment 
when the blaze broke 
out. 

“They (firefighters) 
saved our cat and she’s 
as healthy as can be 
[now]. For the first little 
while, we thought she 
was going to take a turn 
for the worse. The vet 
wasn’t quite sure either, 
but she stabilized,” she 
said. “It was horrible. 
We didn’t think she was 
going to make it. She 
went on antibiotics and 
she was young. I seri-
ously think it was the 
timeframe of them sav-
ing her so quickly. In a 

“His father used to have 
a band called Smokey 
and the Mountaineers. 
We approached him and 
right away, it didn’t take 
long until he was on-
board. He put together all 
of our entertainment,” he 
said, noting 17 perform-
ers such as Gordie Tapp, 
Carl Kees and Larry Mer-
cey will turn it up Satur-
day evening.

To quench thirst and 
hunger between acts, a 
beer garden will be set 
up, with barbecued roast 
beef, corn on the cob, 
burgers and hotdogs for 
sale as well. 

Events kick off at noon 

matter of minutes, we 
wouldn’t have had her.” 
The Mueller’s pet, Koala 
the rabbit, was perfectly 
fine, said Nicole. 

While both couples try 
to pick up the pieces, 
they’ve received an out-
pouring of support from 
the community. 

Bruce has received help 
– in the form of cash, gro-
ceries and aid – from the 
University of Waterloo, 
Woodside Bible Chapel 
and others to help her get 
back on her feet. 

“That we lost every-
thing doesn’t matter, just 
the fact that people were 
there for us … it’s pretty 
amazing,” she said. “It’s 
brought tears to our eyes 
how much support people 
have given us.”

“I’ve had a number of 
people from my church 
and the Christian com-
munity at large that 
have really stepped up. 
People sent us gift cards 
and gift baskets and of-
fered to help us clean. 
We have felt really well-
taken care of by our com-
munity,” said Nicole. 

Community rallies to 
support fire victims
Continued from page 23

Weekend Jamboree 
to raise funds for 
Elmira rec. fund

and are expected to run 
until 1 a.m. 

If the event is a success, 
Hilker and company will 
make sure this isn’t the 
last Country Jamboree

“We want to make it an 
annual event. The way 
we look at it, we’ll do it 
for the area committee, 
but once we have the are-
na, there are other char-
ity groups that could use 
the funds as well.”

Tickets are $30 and act 
as a day-pass which lets 
people come and go as 
they please. They can be 
purchased at the Legion, 
the Commercial Hotel in 
Maryhill or at the jambo-
ree itself. 

Continued from page 23

�������������
��������������������������������������������������������������

���������������
������������

������������

����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������

������������������������������������

��������������������������������������
����������������������������

���������������������������������������������

���������� 30 ARTHUR ST. S.,
ELMIRA

(519) 669-9028
CLIP ‘N SAVE!

2 FOR 1 WING COUPON
MONDAY NIGHTS: 7:00 PM - MIDNIGHT
REDEEM THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE:

12 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 6
18 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 9
24 WINGS FOR THE PRICE OF 12

VALID MONDAY NIGHTS ONLY THROUGH SEPT 26TH. EAT-IN ORDERS ONLY (Sorry, no take-out)

VALUABLE COUPON
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When tornados and high 
winds battered Fer-
gus and surrounding 

area last week, one of the first 
groups on the scene was the 
Mennonite Disaster Service, 
helping to clean up and repair 
the damage. While their efforts 
continue, MDS is looking for 
some help of their own as they 
fundraise for a new disaster re-
sponse unit. 

Consisting of a trailer and 
two sets of tools, the unit will 
further aid MDS in their emer-
gency work, said chairperson 
Orlan Martin. 

“We’re hoping to raise funds 
and awareness and we’re hop-
ing to get some revenue in to 
buy tools. We can only do what 
people allow us to do,” he said. 
“We want the people to know 
that this isn’t a setup for Men-
nonites, this is a setup for who-
ever needs help.”

The effort won’t be cheap: 

When disaster strikes ...
Mennonite group starts fundraising for trailer, tools for disaster relief unit

some $40,000 will be needed to 
pay for the trailer – which was 
unveiled yesterday (Aug. 26) at 
the group’s fundraising kickoff 
at the Mennonite Savings and 
Credit Union in Elmira – as 
well as the required tools. 

The tool kits are divided into 
two groups: early responders 
– arriving shortly after police 
and fire have finished – who 
come equipped with safety 
equipment, chainsaws, genera-
tors, water pumps and the like 
to address immediate concerns 
and prevent further damage. 
Once initial problems have 
been fixed, the trailer will re-
turn to its home station – cur-
rently the Kitchener-Waterloo 
area – and the gear swapped 
out for their reconstruction 
tool set; with stepladders, paint 
brush and hammer in hand, 
volunteers tackle improvement 
and restoration work. 

MDS itself is an umbrella or-
ganization for Mennonites that 
began in Kansas in 1950 to pro-
vide disaster relief for the U.S. 

government; the idea quickly 
caught on and spread through-
out North America. 

The trailer won’t be just for 
Waterloo Region however: 
whenever disaster strikes in 

Ontario, the unit – the third of 
its kind in Canada, with others 
in Manitoba and British Co-
lumbia – will be deployed. 

While tools are still required, 
volunteer help is not a concern; 

Martin said the MDS draws 
upon thousands of mainly Men-
nonite volunteers across North 
America who willingly pitch in 
when crises occur. 

“When it’s clean-up, we go in 
and help everybody. There’s a 
lot of hand labour and cleanup, 
but we help them all – rich or 
poor,” he said, noting they 
place a special emphasis upon 
low-income families, single 
parents, the elderly and the 
disabled. 

Even without their trailer and 
tool sets, the MDS showed their 
effectiveness during last week’s 
severe weather in Wellington 
County: by nightfall Aug. 19, 
more than 200 volunteers were 
already on-site, helping resi-
dents deal with the mess. 

“For this particular disaster, 
we had one group from Paisley, 
from Lindsay and Buffalo of 
all places … from hundreds of 
miles away, they are bussed in 
for the day and then go again,” 
he said. “That’s the general 
spirit of the Mennonites.”

KYLE REA

HELP ON WHEELS Orlan Martin and members of the Mennonite Disaster Service 
have a trailer all ready to go; now all they need are some tools to fill it. Starting 
yesterday the group is trying to raise $40,000 for the cause. 
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Too much trust may render your species flightless and extinct
Q.  If you don’t know about 
“leetspeek” you’re prob-
ably not “speekin’” it.  Who 
is, and what’s the point of 
133t5p33k, aka !337$p34k?

A.  For starts, it’s found 
in IM, chat, Usenet, but 
not the Web, says Uni-
versity of Michigan lin-
guist John Lawler.

It’s a nonce phenom-
enon, like jazz or rap, 
but it isn’t spoken:  The 
“speek” part is merely 
a joke. It’s strictly writ-
ten, a way of using 
ASCII characters — the 
ones found on every 
keyboard — to sound 
out words and make 
up abbreviations, such 
as “133t5p33k” (elite 
speech) where 1 stands 
for L, 3 for E, 5 for S, and 
so on.  Get it?

So why do it?  It’s great 
for teenage chat-room 
geeks, gamers and wan-

nabe h4x0r5 (hackers), 
answers columnist Cecil 
Adams.

It has its roots in the 
same kind of necessi-
ties as telegraphic prose 
and ‘Net abbreviations-
-bandwidth, says Lawl-
er:  If it takes a minute 
to type out and send all 
the letters of a prop-
erly spelled phrase at 
300 baud, abbreviations 
make sense.  Then these 
get stylized fast.

And once you’ve gotten 
in the habit, it functions 
also as an ingroup iden-
tifier:  If only the hip 
can figure out what you 
mean, you can dump the 
uncool folks fast, just 
as with teenagers using 
slang, adds Lawler.

And that’s what leet-
speekers are doing — 
being cool and keeping 
their parents (or any-

body else looking over 
their shoulder) guess-
ing.

Other Leet words (from 
Microsoft.com): d00d, 
joo or u, n00b or newb, 
phear as in “ph34r my 
l33t skillz,” and w00t 
(“we own the other 
team” = we’re victors).  
Kewl!

Q.  This natural substance 
has demonstrable healing 
properties, particularly for 
burns and ulcers, and has 
been used medicinally since 
ancient times — Roman sol-
diers were issued some in 
their first-aid kits.  It also 
helps cut healing time for 
Fournier’s gangrene, aids 

against respiratory prob-
lems, and helps halt the 
development of senile cor-
tical cataracts.  This well-
stocked “medicine chest” 
can contain alpha-tocopher-
ol, alkaloids, ascorbic acid 
(vitamin C), beta-carotene, 
flavonoids and peroxidase 
— all antioxidants helping 
to fight arthritis, strokes, 
some cancers.  And since 
oxidative or prooxidant 
chemicals can cause DNA 
damage that hastens aging, 
this sticky stopper is one of 
Nature’s sweeter fountains 
of youth.  What is it?

A.  It’s a HONEY of 
a thought that some-
thing so natural can 
work such wonders for 

the human body, says 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign en-
tomologist May Beren-
baum, author of Bugs in 
the System:  Insects and 
Their Impact on Human 
Affairs.

Q.  Did stupidity really do-
in the dodo bird? 

A.  Too much trust may-
be, but why wouldn’t it 
have become trusting 
on the Galapagos ar-
chipelago, where it had 
had no natural enemies 
for thousands of years 
and thus lost its wings, 
says Richard Dawkins 
in The Ancestor’s Tale.

So when the Portu-
guese sailors (and later 
the Dutch) arrived on 
Mauritius in 1507, the 
abundant dodos were 
completely tame and 
defenseless and eas-

ily clubbed to death for 
sport (even though they 
were deemed “unpalat-
able”).  Other factors 
too helped bring about 
their extinction in just 
a few centuries.

Yet the larger tale here 
is that something simi-
lar has happened to oth-
er birds on islands all 
over the world, to which 
they fly, settle, then 
evolve there into flight-
less forms.

The heartening se-
quel to the dodo’s story 
is that scientists who 
DNA-sampled a few re-
maining bones deter-
mined that dodos were 
modified pigeons and 
are nested deep inside 
the pigeon family tree 
— closer in fact to some 
of today’s flying pigeons 
than these are to other 
flying pigeons!
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Spirit of Elmira Painting Contest. Fundraising event for 
the new Woolwich Community Recreation Centre. Elmira 
Home Hardware presents all local artists an opportunity 
to express what Elmira means to them through their 
craft. For full details, please visit us at 22 Arthur St. W., 
Elmira, or call  669-3367.
New Support Available for Caregivers Woolwich 
Community Services and Community Care Concepts are 
working together to provide a new support to caregivers 
living in our community. This new support program will 
be offered at St. James Lutheran Church in Elmira on 
Wednesday evenings this fall; Sept. 28, Oct. 26 and Nov. 
30 from 5-8 p.m. To register please contact Lorraine 
Weber at 664-3794. 
New Respite Program offered by Community Care 
Concepts every Wednesday beginning in September 
from 5 – 9 p.m. This allows caregivers to attend the 
caregiver support sessions monthly and will allow them 
to have some personal time. This program will take 
place at Community Care Concepts Day Program on 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Transportation is available upon 
request. For information please contact Community Care 
Access at 669-3023. 

August 27
Cambridge Girls Choir will be holding auditions for any 
girls between the ages of 8-16 who love to sing. Call 
Peter West at 894-9810 for further information. 

August 29
Gentle Step Toward Fitness Registration is ongoing  for 
the session Sept. 13 – Nov. 1. Cost $20. Tues. 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-
3794. 
Gentle Aerobics Registration is ongoing  for the session 
Sept. 15 – Nov. 3. Thurs. 10:45-11:45 a.m. Cost $20. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Gentle Moves Registration is ongoing for the session 
Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 7-8 p.m. Cost $19.25. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Better Bones Morning Registration is ongoing  for the 
session Sept. 14 – Nov. 2. Wed. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Cost 

$22. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Better Bones Evening Registration is ongoing  for the 
session Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 5:45 – 6:45 p.m. Cost 
$19.25. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Registration 
is on going  for the session Sept. 19 – Nov. 4. Mon., 
Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9-10 a.m. Cost $44. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Registration is 
ongoing  for the session Sept. 20 – Nov. 3. Tues. & Thurs. 
7-8 p.m. Cost $38.50. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre 664-3794.

September 4
6th Annual Standardbred Only Horse Show 10 a.m. at 
the Country Heritage Park in Milton. This year’s show 
offers 13 classes in total ranging from halter, English and 
western performance, fun classes, two pleasure driving 
classes and more. A great family day with a trade show, 
great horses and great people. For more information to 
register your standardbred  or about the day call Ontario 
Standardbred Adoption Society (905)812-7408 or email 
osas@bellnet.ca.

September 5
2005 Wellesley Soapbox Classic 2 p.m., Mon. Sept. 5 
(Labour Day). Racing down Nafziger Road, Wellesley. For 
more information call (519)656-2799.

September 9
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45-11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Car Seat Safety; proper 
installation and usage. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 664-3794. 

September 18
Woolwich Trails Group Hike 2 p.m. Discover the new trail 
system at Thomasfield Homes in Breslau. Enjoy the new 
trail system as part of the new Thomasfield residential 
development. Meet in Breslau at Denison Print, 61 
Woolwich St., N. Trail rating: stone dust trail plus earthen 
natural path on varying topography. 
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 
to 2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $234,900. 
Semi-detached homes starting at $194,900. Visit our 
models and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30
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THE BIGGEST READERSHIP IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY

THE GREATEST RESULTS TO SELL YOUR HOME
*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.

IN MEMORIAM

LAUTENSCHLAGER, Julie 
August 31, 2000

GRADUATION

FAMILYALBUM
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669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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50TH ANNIVERSARY 50TH ANNIVERSARY

WEDDING

It has been five years since 
you were taken away. 
I’ve shed many tears day after day.
Often wondered the question why?
For I never had the chance 
to say good-bye.
As time moved on year after year, I 
cherished the good times of my dear.
Your spirit carries me through every day, 
And gives me hope to find a new way.

Sadly missed by Brian, Brenda, 
Olena, Bill and Jewels

In loving memory of Julie 
who suddenly passed away.

CONSTABLE 
AMY ECKERT

Bob & Sue Eckert are 
pleased to announce the 
graduation of their daugh-
ter Amy from the Ontario 
Police College.
Amy has accepted a po-
sition with Peel Regional 
Police. 

Way to Go Amy!

In honour of their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, 
the family of Floyd and 
Irma invite you to an Open 
House on Sunday Septem-
ber 11/05 from 2-4pm 
at St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church. 

Please, Best Wishes Only.

FLOYD & IRMA
BUEHLER

REGER OPEN HOUSE
Ruth and Ken invite friends 
and family to their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary at 
St. James Lutheran Church, 
Elmira on August 28th from 
1:30-4:30pm

Your presence will be 
the gift we will treasure.

Fermin & Honorina 
Choc of Belize, Cen-
tral America and John 
& Valerie Thomson of 
Elmira are very pleased 
to announce the mar-
riage of their children 
Rosalia Choc and   
Matthew Thomson.

The wedding will take 
place Saturday, August 
27th in Punta Gorda, 
Belize, C.A.

CHOC - THOMSON
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