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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While moving a col-
lection of used bar-
rels and oil tanks 
to the former Var-

nicolor Chemical property in 
Elmira, Lloyd Clare of Special 

Owner of barrels plans to recycle them, remediate the site and build a laboratory
Design Systems says his long-
term intention is to remediate 
the site and create a laboratory 
for combustion research.

“It’s been doing nothing for 
years. If anybody wanted it, they 
could have bought it and they 
didn’t. So I got it now and I want 
to do something with it con-

structive,” he told the Observer, 
adding that while he’s familiar 
with the property’s contamina-
tion-laden history he’s not sure 
why some area residents and 
governmental organizations are 
concerned about his use of the 
site. “I don’t know what’s wrong. 
I just want to make a living like 

everyone else.”
Largely empty – some of the 

items contain small quantities 
of liquid, while others have 
hardened asphalt inside – the 
barrels and tanks started ar-
riving on the Oriole Parkway 
site about a month ago, rais-
ing concerns about the poten-

tial impacts to Canagagigue 
Creek, which runs through the 
property. The containers were 
relocated from Clare’s current 
workspace in the former Sil-
verwood Dairy building at 36 
Arthur Street North, where he 
continues to store similar ma-

Investigation 
continues in 
fatal crash

Reason for crash remains a mystery; 
most causes have been ruled out

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While the re-
cent hike 
in gas pric-
es have 

“shocked” drivers, 

High prices haven’t hurt the pumps
“Shocked” motorists keep buying, some try to cut down their driving

there’s been little change 
in the driving habits of 
many. Most feel shelling 
out more than $1 per litre 
is excessive, but admit 
they have little choice be-
cause driving is a neces-
sity, both in their person-

al and professional lives. 
However, some drivers 
are doing everything 
they can to cut back on 
the kilometres they tally 
on the odometre.

Gas prices hit record 
highs this week, jump-

ing to nearly $1.05 a litre 
locally and reaching as 
high as $1.14 in Montre-
al, the highest reported 
price in Canada Wednes-
day (Aug. 17). The least 
costly gas was found in 
Edmonton, where it sold 

at 93.3 cents per litre.
“It’s crazy,” said Michael 

Young of Elmira. “Thank 
God I drive a four-cylin-
der because I do a lot of 
driving. I feel sorry for 
these guys that drive the 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo Regional police continue to inves-
tigate a collision just outside of Elmira 
which claimed the life of a Palmerston 
man Aug. 14. 

Russell Wilson, 80, was killed when his white Ford 
Taurus entered the intersection of Line 86 and Flora-
dale Road. The car was struck by a green Dodge Ram 
pickup truck, heading west toward Wallenstein. Wil-
son was pronounced dead at the scene; the crash is the 
eighth fatal collision in Waterloo Region and the sec-
ond road fatality in Woolwich Township for 2005. 

The driver’s wife Marion, 78 and also from Palmer-CLEAN UP   Waterloo Regional police investigate the scene of a collision just outside of Elmira that claimed the life of an 80-year-old 
Palmerston man Aug. 14. KYLE REA
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terials.
Despite the concerns, 

Clare plans to move more 
of his containers to the 
former Lot 91 site and 
store them on a collection 
of 10 trailers he intends to 
bring there – one of which 
has already been moved. 

Eventually, the tanks 
and barrels will be con-
verted into storage racks 
or “secondary contain-
ment units,” he said. “I’m 
going to cut them up and 
use them. I’m going to re-
cycle them.”

The property has a long 
history of contamination; 
in the late 1980s a former 
employee of Varnicolor 
Chemical blew the whis-
tle on the company’s il-
legal dumping of hazard-
ous wastes. The buried 
material, which had the 
potential to cause serious 
health problems, was re-
moved in 1994. Two years 
prior, Varnicolor owner 

Savarin Argenton was 
sentenced to eight months 
in prison for breaking en-
vironmental laws.

Following excavation 
of the waste, the Minis-
try of the Environment 
(MOE) conducted hydro-
geological studies of the 
property and found vary-
ing concentrations of hy-
drocarbons, petroleum 
and methane, as well as 
various other chemicals. 
Methane levels at the 
time indicated the prop-
erty was unfit to house a 

structure, but additional 
remediation work was 
deemed unnecessary.

However, Clare hopes to 
breath new life into the 
site and he’s seeking the 
public’s help.

“I ask the public to come 
forward, if they could, and 
give me any information 
they might have about [the 
property’s history]. Any 
history on the property 
would greatly help me in 
my work,” he said.

MOE officials have 
spoken with Clare “on a 

couple of occasions” in 
relation to his current 
activity at Lot 91. Dur-
ing those discussions, 
concerns were raised 
about small quantities of 
liquids contained within 
some of the barrels and 
tanks. The site isn’t ap-
proved to store liquid 
wastes. At press time, 
there have been no or-
ders issued to remove the 
liquids, explained John 
Cooke, MOE supervisor 
out of the Guelph office.

The MOE expects the 
liquid waste to have no 
impact on the creek.

“He (environmental offi-
cer) is monitoring the ac-
tivities at the site to make 
sure that if there are any 
ministry requirements 
that have to be met that 
we’re going to be asking 
the owner to do that, or 
the tenant. We’re also 
having discussions with 
the Township of Wool-
wich concerning poten-

More barrels, trailers headed to Lot 91
Continued from cover tial violations of munici-

pal bylaws,” he told the 
Observer.

“These liquids in these 
drums have to be prop-
erly managed.”

This is not the first time 
the MOE has had deal-
ings with Clare; in 2002 
he and other tenants of 
a Kitchener property, 
along with the owner, 
were ordered to conduct 
an environmental site 
assessment after the city 
removed chemical drums 
and other items. And in 
2001 Clare complied with 
an MOE order to relo-
cate a trailer containing 
chemicals from a site 
near Guelph.

Clare has never been 
charged with violating 
environmental laws.

From a township per-
spective, officials have 
started down the process 
to have the materials re-
moved from Lot 91 under 
the property standards 

bylaw, explained clerk 
Christine Broughton.

“The registered owner  
[has been sent] a letter from 
the township,” she said. 
“We’ve also gone on-site 
and taken an inventory 
of what’s there and we’re 
moving forward to proceed 
with cleaning up the site.”

According to Woolwich 
Township records, In-
gram Transfer Inc. owns 
the property. Clare claims 
to have purchased the 
company from registered 
owner Jim Sinclair in the 
past month, though pro-
vincial records don’t show 
a change in ownership. 
Such a change can take 
up to six weeks to be filed, 
explained a representa-
tive with the Ministry of 
Government Services.

Clare refused to present 
documentation indicat-
ing his purchase of the 
corporation.

Sinclair couldn’t be 
reached for comment.

ON THE MOVE   Drums and tanks at 36 Arthur St. N., are turned into 
storage shelves and “secondary containment units” says Lloyd Clare, 
who is moving the operation to Lot 91. 

NEW ARRIVALS, AND MORE ON THE WAY Items continued to arrive at the Lot 91 property on Elmira’s Oriole Parkway this week. The materials – some of which have raised concerns from residents, the Township 
and the MOE – started showing up in the past month.
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LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST  Linwood residents Don and Julie Schnurr, the fourth generation owners of Schnurr’s Grocery, are trying to reach out to other long-
standing family business owners.

History hunters
Schnurrs look to connect with other long-standing family businesses

RICHARD VIVIAN

Booster seats a must

   ▼   YOU’LL ALWAYS GET THE STRAIGHT GOODS HERE: THE OBSERVER, TELLING IT LIKE IT IS WEEK IN AND WEEK OUT. WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY’S #1 SOURCE.

▼ See WHAT’S page 4
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In a world where big box retail is king, 
family-run businesses are becoming 
increasingly rare, let alone ones that 
have been passed down for several gen-

erations. As such, Don and Julie Schnurr – 
the fourth generation owners of Schnurr’s 
Grocery in Linwood – are looking to con-
nect with other long-standing family opera-
tions across Canada.

While the effort is essentially to feed their 
curiosity, the couple are hoping to share the 
Schnurr family story and learn how others 
have managed to continue through the years.

“It would be interesting to know how 
many other small businesses are still run 
by the same family that founded them; 
generation after generation,” Julie told the 
Observer, noting they used the Internet in 
their search and, most recently, published 
an article in the Aug./Sept. issue of Our 
Canada magazine asking others to tell 
their tale. The publication is reader-writ-
ten, printing submitted stories from across 
the nation.

“I would love to get a little newsletter or 
something then that could circulate be-

tween a few of the old family [businesses], 
just once a year as a little update.”

Responses to the article will be fun-
neled through the magazine, though the 
Schnurrs are unsure if they will be pub-
lished or simply forwarded. At press time 
they had yet to receive anything.

Don is the great-grandson of John 
Schnurr, who moved to Linwood after im-
migrating from Germany in 1868. Once 
settled, he opened a small cobbler’s shop, 
which later grew to include groceries and 
dry goods. In 1900, he retired and passed 
the business on to his son Orrin. In the 
1930s, Orrin’s son Grant joined the opera-
tion and eventually took over. He, in turn, 
handed over the business to Don. 

The store will celebrate its 150th anni-
versary in 2008.

“It’s something I think you appreciate 
a bit more as you get older. When I was 

young, history and that sort of thing didn’t 
mean a whole lot, but as you get older and 
you do a bit of research you appreciate it 
a bit more,” commented Don. “When you 
do some digging like this, you realize how 
rather unique we are.”

One day Don and Julie hope to pass the 
business on to their son Bennett, 9, making 
it five generations of family ownership. 

During their research, the couple have 
found several family-run businesses that 
claim to be the oldest, many of which opened 
in the late 1800s, after John Schnurr’s cob-
bler shop was started.

“Small businesses like ours don’t have Web 
sites, unless someone else has collected them 
and put them into a list. Though we did find 
one or two that were making the claim,” she 
said, pointing out a foundry started in 1867 
that suggests it is “the oldest family-owned 
business in North America.”

“We figure we’re the oldest, at least region-
ally [excluding farming operations],” Don 
added, noting the likely exception of family 
farms. “Certainly in the [United] States, on 
the eastern seaboard, there are some busi-
nesses that go back to the 1600s.”

In large part, the family business has 

No longer will a seatbelt suffice for chil-
dren who outgrow their car seats; booster 
seats will be required for children under 
eight years old as of Sept. 1. In turn, the 
government is scrapping the provincial 
sales tax (eight per cent) collected on 
booster seats – effective the same day.
Under the new law, children weighing 

between 18 and 36 kg (40 to 80 lbs) need 
to be in a booster seat, providing they’re 
less than 145 cm tall (4’8”). Those who 
exceed the weight, height or age limits 
can use a seatbelt.
Anyone convicted in violation of the 

law will receive two demerit points and 
a $110 fine.
The new law – which applies to all caregiv-

ers, parents, babysitters and grandparents 
– is designed to reduce the risk of death or 
injury of children involved in collisions by 
up to 75 per cent, according to the Ministry 
of Health and Long-term Care.

Location technology proved valuable 
for local police this week, as they put a 
global positioning system (GPS) to work 
in tracking a stolen backhoe. The ma-
chine was stolen from a construction site 
on King Street in St. Jacobs, near Printery 
Lane, sometime over the weekend.
Workers at the site discovered the 

$100,000 Case-brand backhoe miss-
ing when they arrived for work Monday 
morning (Aug. 15). Soon thereafter, a 
GPS unit installed on the machine was 
activated, allowing police to pinpoint its 
location to within a few metres.
A search warrant was then obtained 

and the backhoe was recovered from a 
property on Line 86, south of Elmira.
At press time, the police investigation 

continues; charges are pending.

Stolen backhoe 
tracked using GPS

Experience counts, particularly in local 
law enforcement. After nearly four months 
of contract talks, the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service Board and the police associ-
ation have agreed on a two-year deal that 
will see all officers receive cost-of-living 
related increases, as well as the inclusion 
of experience pay, which ranges from an 
additional three to nine per cent.
Retroactive to Jan. 1, all members will 

see a 4.25 per cent jump in their pay-
cheque, followed by another 3.25 per 
cent this coming Jan.; according to fig-
ures provided, the local force was about 
4.25 per cent behind other departments 
for cost-of-living increases prior to the 
new contract.
Officers with eight to 15 years of service 

will also receive a three per cent hike for 
experience pay; those who’ve served be-
tween 16 and 22 years will see six per cent, 
while members with 23 years in service or 
more will take home a nine per cent raise.

Police board settles 
contract with officers

The third suspect in an early morning 
beating at an Elmira residence Aug. 6 
turned himself into police Sunday (Aug. 
14). Two suspects – 17- and 18-year-olds –
were previously arrested and charged with 
aggravated assault and break-and-enter.
A 27-year-old Elmira man awoke at 

3:15 a.m. to find three individuals stand-
ing above him. He was subsequently 
beaten with fists and suffered a blow to 
the head with a brick; he was treated at 
hospital and released later that day.
A 16-year-old boy turned himself in to 

police at the Waterloo station, where he 
was charged with aggravated assault, 
break-and-enter, wearing a disguise and 
breach of a recognizance order.

Suspect in beating 
turned himself in
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1. Subject to credit approval. Application must be approved on or before September 23, 2005. Some conditions apply. 2. Standard rewards terms and conditions apply to eligible transactions processed
to the Account on or before December 31, 2005, except that you earn 6% in GM Earnings instead of 3% on eligible net purchases charged to your new GM Card. Please visit any TD Canada Trust
branch or www.tdcanadatrust.com/tdvisa/agreements.jsp for standard terms and conditions. For complete details concerning The GM Card Program, see your General Motors Dealer or Saturn Dealer
or call The GM Card Customer Centre at 1-800-461-3279. 3. Current rate as of August 8, 2005. Subject to change. 4. Offer applies to new accounts only. Offer may be changed, extended or withdrawn
at any time without notice. †Applications from Quebec residents cannot be accepted over the phone. ®Registered Trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark.
*Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust licensed user of Mark. *Trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

To apply today call 1-866-827-0461† or visit a 
TD Canada Trust branch or tdcanadatrust.com/gmcar
– NEW CARDHOLDERS GET DOUBLE REWARDS UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2005 –

If you’re in the market for a new vehicle, this is definitely the card for you! Apply for
The GM Card® and as a new cardholder1 you’ll get 6% GM® Earnings2, enjoy no annual
fee and a competitive rate of 19.5%3. This offer ends September 23, 20054 – don’t miss
out! With double rewards, you can get behind the wheel of a new GM vehicle that much
quicker. Discover all the benefits of The GM Card and start earning double rewards.

Get double rewards and enjoy 
a new GM vehicle sooner.
Apply today. Enjoy no annual fee.

DOUBLE YOUR
REWARDS 
with The GM Card
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sistent. People need it for 
what they’re doing,” added 
John Smalldon of Elmira 
Service Centre on Church 
Street, which manages a 
Pioneer gas bar.

“I’m having a problem 
psychologically getting 
past the dollar mark,” 
said Ellen Collings of Pe-
terborough, who was in 
Elmira Wednesday. Even 
with the high prices she’s 
not planning to cut back 
on her driving because 
her responsibilities 
haven’t changed. “You 
need to get places.”

Based on sales, there’s 
been no sign of a  shift to-
ward fuel conservation, 
but if prices continue to 
rise it’s something people 
will have to seriously 
consider, suggested Rob-
ertson.

“Most people are still 
continuing their same 
driving habits,” he said. “I 
have heard from a few of 
the people camping, haul-
ing campers, that they’re 
planning their trips a 
little more wisely now; 
they’re not just picking 
up and going, they’re ac-
tually planning a route.”

However, there are some 
who are making an effort 
to reduce their time on 
the road, cutting back 
where they can.

“You don’t drive as 
much, that’s for sure,” 
Elmira’s Luke Stark said 
of the impact on his driv-
ing habits. Even riding 
a motorcycle, the cost 
increase has gone from 
about $5.50 a tank to $7.50. 
“I don’t play around and 
cruise that much any-
more. I just can’t afford to 
put gas in it every day.”

“I just don’t put as much 
in as I normally do. I 
more or less moderate. 
If I don’t have to go there 
(gas station), I don’t,” 
added Young. “A lot of 
times when I’m doing er-

rands, I try to do them all 
in one day, one trip. At 
that price, you can’t just 
make one trip and say 
‘I’ll do that (another er-
rand) tomorrow.’”

Even those who aren’t 
behind the wheel ex-
pressed concern over the 
seemingly ever-escalat-
ing pump prices. Elmira 
resident Anissa Dardovs-
ki doesn’t have her driv-
er’s licence yet, but she’s 
planning to get one soon 
and worries about how 
high the price will creep 
before she joins the road.

“That’s just outrageous 
to have pricing that 
high. I can’t believe it’s 
that high,” she said of 
Wednesday’s prices. The 
cost, however, hasn’t dis-
couraged her from want-
ing to get her licence. “I 
want to be able to drive. It 
gives you a whole differ-
ent independence.”

The high price of gas ef-
fects everyone, not just 
those behind the wheel, 
noted Smalldon.

“Ninety-five per cent of 
your consumer products 
in this province are fuel- 
delivered. Those hidden 
costs are way more than 
your tank of gas. If you 
start putting those little 
pennies together, it adds 
up quick,” he said, adding 
he’s as anxious to see gas 
prices drop as those who 
pull up to the pumps.

“The retailer is taking 
the biggest hit right now. 
It’s hardly even viable 
to pump gas because the 
service fees go up. Every-
thing is [based on] per-
centages,” he said, refer-
ring to such costs as credit 
card and debit machines. 
“Today we’ll be lucky just 
to pay salaries, let alone 
electricity and whatever. 
… As soon as gas prices 
go up, our profit margin 
goes down because of the 
service fees.”

V8s, these big trucks or 
Camaros and cars like 
that because they have 
big tanks.”

In the past year, pump 
prices have jumped near-
ly 25 per cent, much of 
which has occurred over 
the last six weeks. The 
surge, experts say, is the 

result of growing demand 
and strained supplies.

When prices see a no-
table increase, business 
is usually slow for a little 
while, explained local 
gas bar operators. But it 
didn’t take long for sales 
to get back to normal.

“The first day after the 
hike, things were a little 

slow. I think people were 
anticipating, maybe, it 
was a one-time blip and it 
was going to come right 
back down. After that, 
things leveled right back 
out again,” said Trent Rob-
ertson, owner of Dub-L-E 
Auto Service on Arthur 
Street South, which sells 
Esso gas.

“Not many of them are 
happy that the price has 
gone over a dollar. … Most 
people realize it’s beyond 
our control. Sure they 
need somebody to vent at 
and we might be the clos-
est person, but they know 
it’s not all us.”

“At the end of the day the 
volume is relatively con-

Drivers keep on truckin’ despite the rise of gas prices
Continued from cover

continued to be success-
ful because of its location 
and the accompanying 
customer base, Don sug-
gested.

“I’m sure if we would 
have fallen by the wayside 
like every other small 
town general grocery 

What’s your story?
Continued from page 3 store has if it weren’t for 

the Mennonite commu-
nity. There are very few 
left in Ontario that are as 
small as we are that serve 
this small a town,” he 
said. “Everything is go-
ing to Wal-Marts and box 
stores. Everyone drives 
into the city and all these 
small towns just become 
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ston, was not seriously 
injured but was taken to 
Grand River Hospital for 
observation. 

“That was done mostly 
because of her age. She’s 
an elderly person and we 
wanted to keep an eye 
on her,” said Sgt. Fred 
Gregory of the Waterloo 
Regional Police. 

The occupants of the 
pickup truck – a 45 year-
old man and his 48-year-
old female passenger, 
both from London – were 
treated for minor injuries 
and released. 

According to police, Wil-
son was stopped at the 
intersection of Floradale 
Road and Line 86 when, for 
reasons yet unknown, he 
entered the intersection. 

“We’re still talking to 
people about the inci-
dent and it might be that 
we’ll never know the ex-

act cause,” said Gregory. 
“The gentleman who was 
driving the car is prob-
ably the only one who 
knows [for sure]. We 
might never know.”

The pickup struck the 
Taurus on the drivers’ 
side door, driving it in-
ward and forcing both 
vehicles to lose control 
and enter the ditch on 
the southwest side of the 
road. 

Firefighters from Flora-
dale and regional police 
responded. 

Medical problems, me-
chanical failure, speed, 
alcohol and weather have 
all been ruled out as po-
tential causes, said Greg-
ory. All occupants were 
wearing their seatbelts. 

“I think it was a matter 
of this gentleman pulling 
away from the stop sign 
and not seeing the other 
vehicle going the other 

way.”
The incident closed a 

number of area roads. 
Line 86 from Eldale to 
Floradale Road was shut 
down from about 2 p.m. 
until close to 7 p.m.; simi-
larly, Floradale Road 
was closed from Listowel 
Road to Line 86. 

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police 
at 570-3000. 

No other injuries sustained
Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s a strong 
Woolwich voice 
helping set the di-

rection of Ontario’s fire 
service. During the re-
cent Fire Fighters Asso-
ciation of Ontario (FFAO) 
conference in St. Jacobs, 
Elmira’s John Scheer-
inga was thrust into the 
organization’s number- 
two spot. A firefighter 
for more than 13 years, 
Scheeringa was elected 

Elmira firefighter named VP of FFAO
“You just want to try really hard to … do what’s best for the fire service in Ontario,” says Scheeringa

first vice president.
“It’s a pretty responsible 

position. You just want to 
try really hard to meet 
their expectations and 
do what’s best for the fire 
service in Ontario. It sort 
of seems overwhelming, 
but the executive we have 
are very good and very 
supporting,” he told the 
Observer.

“I’m looking forward to 
it. I think it’ll be an inter-
esting year coming up, 
and next year will be an 
even greater responsibil-

ity,” he added, explaining 
the first vice president 
generally becomes presi-
dent the following term. 
Each term is one year.

In his new role Schee-
ringa will provide sup-
port for FFAO president 
Ted Droog of the Mount 
Forest fire department. 
He’ll accompany the 
president to several en-
gagements – standing 
in for him on occasion 
– and will participate in 
discussions with both 
provincial and federal 

governments, as well as 
other parties.

“Our planning meeting 
is coming up in a couple 
weeks. At that point, the 

president will go through 
everybody’s roles and he 
may give me more du-
ties, like they may give 
me a committee to look 
after or they may have 
me oversee a couple of 
committees,” Scheeringa 
said. “I’m there to take 
some of the weight off the 
president and to learn the 
role.”

One of his first duties as 
vice president is to attend 
the second annual nation-
al ceremony in memory 
of fallen firefighters Sept. 
11 on Parliament Hill. 

The Elmira man has 
been on the FFAO execu-
tive for about five years; 
through his involvement 

with the Woolwich fire 
department. During his 
time on the executive 
committee Scheeringa 
has already proven him-
self as a strong voice, 
suggested Elmira district 
chief Kieran Kelly.

“He’s done a good job 
there,” he said. “It keeps 
us more in-tune with 
some of the issues that 
are being discussed. … 
It filters back to the sta-
tions eventually, but 
when you have a rep you 
don’t have to wait for it. 
We get first-hand infor-
mation as to what it is 
they (FFAO) are looking 
at and what they’re try-
ing to achieve.”

JOHN SCHEERINGA

LIL’ BROTHERS, SISTERS SIT HIGHER  A weekend camping and canoeing trip along the Grand River 
Aug. 12-13 raised enough pledges to purchase 30 booster seats for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Kitchener 
Waterloo. The annual event saw 70 participants – 30 adults and 40 children – who spent the night at 
the West Montrose Family Camp. The booster seats were purchased to assist volunteers in meeting new 
provincial requirements for children riding in vehicles. (See brief on page 3)

CANOEING FOR A BOOST
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

W
ith Toyota set to build a new as-
sembly plant in Woodstock, lo-
cal businesses are preparing 
themselves to get a piece of 
the proverbial pie. Already 
a thriving sector across 

Waterloo Region, many automotive parts 
manufacturers and their suppliers are 
about to see a rise in demand, which may 
lead to more staff and/or expansion.

Even before the new assembly plant starts 
production, auto-related industries are a key 
part of the regional economy, with influence 
both in the urban areas and smaller 
communities. These 
businesses – 270 
strong – employ about 
13,000 people. On the 
provincial scale, au-
tomotive manufactur-
ing accounts for 20 per cent 
of production output and 
140,000 direct jobs. 

“One of our priority sectors right 
throughout has been the automo-
tive sector… Automotive is still the largest employer 
[in the region],” said John Tennant, CEO of Canada’s 
Technology Triangle, a public/private economic de-
velopment organization that actively works to attract 
business to the region. “We are the second-most manu-
facturing intensive regional economy in Canada, just 
a little bit behind Windsor.”

Local parts-makers provide the needed pieces to 
manufacture North American and Japanese vehicles 
alike, including the “big three” – General Motors, 
Ford and Chrysler – Toyota, Honda and Suzuki. How-
ever, the second- and third- tier suppliers most likely 
to benefit from Toyota’s recent announcement already 
deal with the company directly or indirectly.

The Woodstock plant – slated to start production in 
2008 – is expected to produce 100,000 Toyota RAV4 
sports utility vehicles annually. In order to run the 
facility, the company intends to hire 1,300 people to 
work at the plant. Of course, that’s not including the 
impact it has on its suppliers.

The economic spin-off from the auto sector is tre-
mendous. Not only do part-makers employ a large 
workforce, many also purchase their materials local-
ly and depend on nearby retail and service providers 
for their day-to-day needs.

“The multiplier effect with autos is unlike any other 

sector; it’s so huge nothing compares to it,” Minister 
of Economic Development and Trade Joseph Cordiano 
(Liberal – York South-Weston) told the Observer, sug-
gesting analysts peg the sector’s multiplying benefits 
to be 10-1.

“You now have a lot of high-tech electronics in autos 
generally. That also has a stimulus effect on high-tech 
in Ontario… It’s not just auto parts companies, it’s 
also the traditional industries (steel, plastics, rubber 
etc.) but now you have to add in the high-tech sector.”

“The auto industry is seen as a driver. It really 
drives the incomes that allow houses to be pur-
chased, supports the auxiliary services that make 
up a community,” added Todd Letts, president of the 
Greater Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber of Commerce. 
“Lets not forget the tax base that they contribute 
to the Township which helps fund community pro-
grams as well.”

One of the companies in line for a contract with the 
new assembly plant is Elmira’s Trim Masters LP. The 
company already provides Toyota with complete seat 
and door panel sets for the Lexus RX330, assembled in 
Cambridge. It also makes the seat frame sets for the 
Corolla, Corolla Sport and Matrix models for Johnson 
Controls Inc. (JCI) in Milton; once assembled the seats 

are also delivered to the Cambridge plant.
Like the rest of Toyota’s suppliers, Trim Masters - 

owned by the companies it makes parts for; 51 per cent 
Toyota, 49 per cent JCI – is eagerly awaiting news on 

contracts for the Woodstock plant. While company 
official aren’t sure what role it will have, they’re 

optimistic about being included.
“If we get the full seat set for that, then there’s 
talk from our plant manager that could add 
150 people to our staff… It just depends on 
what Toyota comes to us and says,” explained 
controller Robert Temple.

Trim Masters already employs a staff of 
330.

Depending on what role Toyota decides for 
the company, the increased demand may 

bring with it a need to grow the 
supplier’s South 
Field Drive facility. 
Toyota, he noted, 
will likely work to 

have their suppliers 
for the new plant lined 

up within a few months.
“I think there is capacity 

for us to grow, when it comes 
to additional land. If they say 
they just want us to do assembly, 

we’ve got capacity in-house to do that,” he explained.
“We all see the decision by Toyota to expand in south-

western Ontario as being very important for this area. 
People have been working toward that objective for 
quite a while,” Tennant said. “This area is very well 
poised in terms of … expansion by existing suppliers 
to Toyota. The decision to have it (second plant) proxi-
mate to the present Cambridge site clearly is designed 
to build on the existing supplier base that Toyota has 
established in this area.

“In terms of attracting additional investment, we 
are certainly seeking to identify companies who are 
or will be Toyota’s suppliers that would benefit from 
having a plant in southwestern Ontario,” he added.

New automotive assembly plants are few and far be-
tween, courted by many municipalities for both their 
jobs and the tax base they bring. And considering 
their size, it’s unlikely any more will be locating in 
the area soon. However, parts manufacturers, typi-
cally much smaller in scale, looking to expand with a 
new plant and/or move are no strangers to more rural 
communities.

“Many of the parts companies, many of the manu-
facturing facilities are located in smaller towns and 
smaller communities. This is the huge benefit that’s 

����
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DOING THE DIE  Machinist Mark Gregory is one of about 
25 staff at Elmira’s YM Technologies, which creates die 
casts for manufactures in the auto sector and beyond.

PIECE BY PIECE  Elmira’s Trim Masters LP – including 
staffer Stephanie Schulpp – create door panels and seats 
for the Toyota plant in Cambridge.

▼ Continued to next page
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often overlooked. It’s a huge 
benefit for rural Ontario,” com-
mented Cordiano.

And the local area is no excep-
tion.

“We probably have at least 
one a year that knocks on our 
door,” said Chuck Martin of 
Elmira Industrial Land Inc.

“They (parts manufacturers) 
aren’t necessarily drawn to 
Elmira, as such, they’re drawn 
to the region. In Elmira, we 
happen to have some serviced 
land ready to go and that’s 
hard to find,” he said, noting a 
lack of developable land in the 
urban municipalities. “What’s 
nice about Elmira is we’re 
close enough to the city that we 
can draw [workers] from Cam-
bridge, Kitchener, Waterloo 
and Guelph. But we also draw 
from north of here, from Ar-
thur, Palmerston and Listowel. 
It kind of stretches the envelope 
of where they can draw people 
from.”

Among the region’s “attrac-
tive features” are its qual-
ity and quantity of workforce, 

proximity to transportation 
routes and three post-second-
ary education institutions, 

which assist with research 
and innovation, suggested 
Letts.

For tool and die makers YM 
Technologies (YMT) of Elmi-
ra, which started operation in 
1998, there was the added at-
traction of an existing manu-
facturing market, which needs 
dies to create their products. 
While YMT’s largest customer 
is Honda, it also develops the 
dies for a number of part-mak-
ers, both near and far.

With a staff of 25, the com-
pany creates between 30 and 40 
new dies every year, as well as 
about 200 design changes. Dies 
are used to shape material into 
the needed forms for manufac-
turing.

“Making dies is one of the 
earliest processes in making 
a car,” commented Marilyn 
Koda, YMT’s administrative 
coordinator.
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“It takes about a year or so to 
make a die, from beginning to 
end,” she said, noting the pro-
cess includes several trial dies 
along the way to make sure 
everything is as it should be 
or better. “Each time there’s a 
trial they make sample parts 
and the customer will actually 
put together a car from those 
sample parts. Then at these 
various stages they look at it 
and see whether it needs to 
have some design change along 
the way.”

While YMT isn’t likely to ben-
efit directly from the new Toy-
ota plant, the company is con-
stantly working to expand its 
clientele and continue to grow 
the facility.

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

THE BOTTOM LINE  Trim Masters employee Tony Brick works to assemble the 
underside of a Lexus car seat.

FINE DETAIL WORK  Die finisher Nathan Schwarz uses a grinder to polish off a die 
at YM Technologies.

Continued from page 6
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If anybody wanted it, they could have bought
it and they didn’t.

Elmira businessman Lloyd Clare discussing his intention to 
bring additional material to Lot 91 for storage.

» Relief in sight for students
The provincial government an-
nounced it will dole out univer-
sity and college grants of $3,000 to 
16,000 students from low-income 
families. With debt loads averag-
ing $20,000 upon graduation, the 
grants are a welcome relief.

» Oil price jump hits home
Gas prices in the region passed the 
$1 per litre mark this week. Although 
already dropping as the cost of oil 
declines, it’s doubtful we will see 70 
cents/litre again. Prices would need 
to drop by almost $30 a barrel for 
that to happen, experts say.

» Tragedy affects thousands
Spiritual leader Brother Roger Schutz 
was stabbed in the throat as he led 
2,500 worshippers in prayers at his 
church in Taize France Tuesday. He 
later died. Condolences for a man 
who rubbed shoulders with popes 
and worked with Mother Teresa 
have already surpassed 100,000. 

Ain’t no happiness in taking your medicine
���������
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���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

▼ See ACCOUNTABLE page10

Vigilance is key
to democracy

It ain’t no wonder drugs 
cost so much money, 
on account of all them 

ads I see on the TV all the 
time. Hell, most of the 
time I don’t got no idea 
what them pills is for, 
with folks just runnin’ 
through fields and playin’ 
on swings and such. They 
don’t look sick in the least 
– and they ain’t, being 
just a pack of actors. I’ve 
never seen sick people 
lookin’ too happy.

Now, when you reach 
my age you seen plenty 
of sick folks, includin’ the 
fella in the mirror. I don’t 
know one of ‘em who’s 
happy to be takin’ some 
pill or other, nor none 
who starts actin’ like a 
school kid simply because 
of the medicine.

Them same ads is al-
ways tellin’ you to contact 
your doctor to find out if 
such-and-such is right for 
you. Don’t tell you what 
the drug is for, but want 
you to go and ask – I’ll be 
damned before I’m goin’ 
over to the doctor to ask 
about some pill that’s 
probably for some woman 
problem. I figure if you’re 
sick enough to see the 
doctor, then he’ll figure 
out what to give you. Pe-
riod.

Even then, most folks 

should be askin’ why 
they’re gettin’ the meds 
– my doctor knows bet-
ter than to pull that stunt 
with me, but there’s prob-
ably plenty of docs who 
push the pills. And peo-
ple showin’ up deman-
din’ the quick-fix because 
they saw somethin’ on 
the TV ain’t helpin’ mat-
ters none. 

TRY TAKIN’ SOME 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ONCE
When folks ain’t lookin’ 

for the pill-poppin’ so-
lution to “feelin’ bad,” 
they’re out lookin’ for no 
end of excuses for what’s 
got ‘em low. Seems no one 
is ready to just be sick, 
even if it’s cold: they need 
some kind of condition. 

And the same goes for 
all kinds of things in 
their lives. Ain’t no one 
responsible for nothin’ 
these days – it’s always 
someone else’s fault, or 
some other reason. Why 
is it no one can take re-
sponsibility for what hap-
pens to ‘em? Time was a 
man was a man, and he 
stood up for himself. Now 
we got no end of cowards 

lookin’ to take the easy 
way out.

You don’t got to look 
much past all them use-
less TV shows like that 
Oprah woman or that nin-
ny Dr. Phil to see what’s 
wrong. No matter how 
big a screw-up folks is, 
them TV people is always 
sayin’ it ain’t their own 
fault. Ain’t no one too fat, 
too stupid, too lazy or too 
sick in the head: they’re 
all just gettin’ picked on 
‘cause society ain’t bein’ 
fair to them. 

You ain’t fat because 
you eat too much, but be-
cause your mother didn’t 
love you enough. You’re 
not a bum without a job, 
you’re kept down by the 
men runnin’ things. 
You’re no pervert, you 
just got fed by the bottle 
instead. 

There ain’t no end to the 
gobbledygook. And all the 
dumbasses just buy it up, 
hook , line and sinker. 
WATCH THE PUMPS, LEFTIES, 

THE WAR MAKES SENSE
Any of the milquetoast 

lefties whinin’ over the 
war in Iraq ought to take 

a look at the pumps, then 
shut their pie holes. We 
need the Yanks and the 
Brits – Canada ain’t there 
on account of our panty-
waist politicians – protec-
tin’ the supply of oil be-
fore the price of gas gets 
any more out of hand.

All the big companies is 
Western types – they ain’t 
been really friendly with 
the gougin’ prices, but it’s 
still up to decent govern-
ments to look after their 
interests over in foreign 
parts. If they want money 
from the West, they gotta 
recognize proper laws … 
and who pay’s the freight. 
If not, we ain’t gonna 
roll over for the likes of 
them.

Teachin’ the lesser 
spots about decency and 
democracy is turnin’ out 
to be a thankless job on 
account of all the sissies 
who think you can get 
things done with a group 
hug. In the real world, 
you gotta hit ‘em with 
the tough love: they don’t 
know better right now, 
just like a kid who don’t 
want to go to school or 
eat a decent meal instead 
of just the dessert. They 
may complain about it 
now, but when they grow 
up they’ll finally know 
what’s right.

New Brunswick’s Auditor-General is the lat-
est official to push for less secrecy in the way 
governments do business in this country. In 
a report last week, Daryl Wilson said deci-

sions are routinely made without transparency, and it 
remains difficult for the public to find out the reasons 
for its actions.

From the reports of privacy commissioners to watch-
dog groups such as Canadian Journalists for Free Ex-
pression (CJFE), government openness is a growing 
priority.

Early this year, the CJFE called on federal and pro-
vincial governments to improve their “dismal record” 
in responding to access to information requests from 
newspapers. Even where legislation exists to make 
records available to scrutiny, roadblocks are continu-
ally erected as reporters seek to track down informa-
tion. Governments need to make more data available, 
and change the culture that has bureaucrats dragging 
their feet when newspapers request documents.

In a letter to provincial premiers, the CJFE cites a 
study whereby journalists from 45 newspapers acting 
as private citizens tested the efficacy of freedom of in-
formation legislation by making requests to city halls, 
police forces, school boards, and federal government 
offices. In general, they found officials unwilling to 
divulge information even on simple matters such as 
class sizes and road repairs. In-person requests by re-
porters garnered results less than one in three times 
and even after paying fees for formal access requests, 
only 62 per cent of requests were met with full or par-
tial information.

In a report released earlier this summer, Canada’s 
Information Commissioner John Reid noted a “deep 
distrust” of the federal freedom-of-information law 
remains entrenched within government.

Journalists spend much of their time scrutinizing 
government records and attending meetings where 
background material is essential to following the 
thread of discussions. The absence of such documents 
muddies the process. As with closed meetings, report-
ers suspect the worst when decisions are made away 
from public view.

There are undoubtedly plenty of good reasons for elect-
ed officials to meet in private or to keep information to 
themselves. Personnel and legal matters, for instance, 
are sometimes confidential matters of no direct interest 
to the public. There are situations where going public 
would jeopardize negotiations, for instance, meaning 
the process can’t be revealed until after the fact.

By and large, however, journalists everywhere strug-
gle with political infrastructures seemingly dedicat-
ed to keeping the public in the dark. Openness is an 
anathema to many in the political ranks, elected offi-
cials and administrators alike, who seek to keep infor-
mation to themselves. This sad reality has spawned 
organized efforts by public groups, including journal-
ists, to make government more transparent – see, for 
instance, Democracy Watch and the Freedom of Infor-
mation and Privacy Association.

Of course, such obfuscation is more clearly evident 
in larger governments (and, in keeping with current 
trends, larger businesses whose executives have a 
vested interest in hiding the truth). This is not to say 
that local governments are bastions of openness. Giv-
en their size and relatively lighter agendas, however, 
there are fewer opportunities to impose blackouts on 
the press and, by extension, their readers.

Transparency is crucial to ensuring that elected rep-
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What’s your favourite
movie to watch

during the summer?”
Pat
McLaren

“I don’t see 
very many mov-
ies. It’s too nice 
to be inside this 
summer watch-
ing movies.”

Brenda
Sokolowski

“The Fifth Ele-
ment, because 
it’s all action 
and adventure.”

Amanda
Morrison

“The Core. I just 
watched it and 
that’s a really 
good movie.”

Corey
Hallman

“Willy Wonka 
and the Choco-
late Factory. I’ve 
been watching 
that every sum-
mer since I was 
five.”

“SO... HOW MUCH GAS CAN I GET FOR $20 AFTER THE LAST PRICE JUMP?”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Weimer line signage 
gives mixed message

▼ See MUDDLED page 10

To the Editor,
I take Weimar Line to 

work every day, and for 
days and days I tried to 
figure out what you and 
your neighbours have 
against people whose 
first language is not Eng-
lish.

I finally contacted a real 
estate broker who has a 
property listed just out-
side Bamberg, and she 
explained that in this 
case, ESL stands for ‘en-
vironmentally sensitive 
landscapes’.

The red circle with 
the diagonal slash is an 
international symbol 
meaning that something 
is prohibited. I’m sure 
you have all seen this 
symbol used to deliver 
the following messages:

• No Parking
• No Smoking
• Don’t Drink and Drive
In this case, the mes-

sage you are delivering 
with your sign appears 
to be:

• If English is not your 
first language, keep out.

Obviously, this could 
be interpreted as hate 
speech, and Canada has 
laws against that. 

Even if a person knew 
the intended meaning of 
the ESL acronym, the im-
age still would not convey 
the desired message:

• Environmentally Sen-
sitive Landscapes are 
prohibited.

This image, combined 
with the words “KEEP 
OUT”, does not serve to 
deliver your message ef-
fectively. If you want to 

��������������

����������������

���������������������������

The NHL’s back, but Bertuzzi shouldn’t be
I’d have a lot more 

faith in NHL Com-
missioner Gary Bet-

tman if I was convinced 
that he’d ever watched a 
hockey game before he 
was named to the job. 
As it stands, he’s proven 
to be spectacularly in-
capable of understand-
ing what’s good for the 
game, beyond what the 
lawyers and accoun-
tants at the league office 
tell him (which, for the 
most part, is exactly the 
wrong advice). Such is 
the case with his deci-
sion to prematurely end 
the suspension of Van-
couver Canucks winger 
Todd Bertuzzi, at a time 
when the league needs 
to reestablish itself as 
something other than an 
extreme sport.

For the record, before 
his infamous assault on 
Steve Moore, I had always 
been an admirer of Todd 
Bertuzzi. I liked that he 
possessed the rare abil-
ity to mix a physical 
(but usually clean) style 
of hockey with a scor-
ing touch and, frankly, 
I thought he often got a 

raw deal from on-ice of-
ficials simply because of 
his reputation. But, that 
respect immediately 
evapourated on March 
8, 2004 when Bertuzzi 
blindsided Moore with a 
series of sucker punches, 
then drove his head into 
the ice. The impact was 
enough to break Moore’s 
neck and cause a severe 
concussion. It appeared 
from replays that, if he 
hadn’t been stopped, 
Bertuzzi had been fully 
prepared to punch an un-
conscious Moore again.

The assault was one of 
the ugliest incidents in 
the history of a game that 
has had its share of ugly 
incidents. But, almost as 
ugly as the incident itself 
is the way in which it 
has been handled by the 
league. Let’s recap, shall 
we. After Canucks star 
Markus Naslund was 
injured by a clean hit 
thrown by Moore (then 
with the Colorado Ava-
lanche), several mem-
bers of Naslund’s team 
explicitly stated their in-
tention to get revenge on 
Moore the next time that 

the two teams played. 
The first error by the 

league was to not step 
in then – not against 
Moore, but against the 
Canucks organization. 
The people uttering the 
threats, including both 
forward Brad May (who 
said there was “a boun-
ty” on Moore’s head) and 
coach Marc Crawford, 
should have been fined 
and suspended. And, 
more importantly, the 
Canucks should have 
been warned in advance 
of the game that any acts 
of vengeance would be 
severely punished. In-
stead, Bettman allowed 
the hysteria to build up 
to the point where vir-
tually everyone who 
followed hockey knew 
that Moore was going 
to be hurt in some man-
ner during the March 8 
game.

Even though Moore was 
not a fighter, he didn’t 

back down when May 
challenged him to a fight 
early in the game. But, 
Moore won the fight, so 
the bounty on his head 
remained until he was 
knocked unconscious by 
Bertuzzi’s assault. Ber-
tuzzi was, appropriately, 
suspended indefinitely, 
but Crawford and the Ca-
nucks as a team were left 
untouched by the league. 
“Indefinitely” translated 
into thirteen regular 
season games and seven 
playoff games (since no 
one played NHL hockey 
in the 2004-2005 season, 
due to the lockout – an-
other of Bettman’s bril-
liant ideas).

Bertuzzi did utter 
an apology of sorts. 
He didn’t apologize to 
Moore, but to fans. And, 
he took no responsibility 
for his actions, referring 
only to “what happened 
out there”. As far as the 
rest of the hockey estab-

lishment goes, they did 
just as badly in their 
treatment of Moore, 
then a first-year NHLer 
and now an unrestricted 
free agent that no one is 
making an effort to sign 
(although, the Leafs may 
want to add his name to 
their list of “free agents 
with a history of con-
cussions” that they’ve 
signed). Even if he’s able 
to play again (which is 
still in doubt), it seems 
that he’s been ostracized 
by the league and even by 
his former teammates. 
Indeed, not only did the 
Avalanche decline to 
resign Moore, but they 
paid him a further insult 
by signing May.

Moore has launched a 
lawsuit against Bertuzzi, 
May, Crawford, former 
Canucks General Man-
ager Brian Burke and 
the Canucks owners. For 
this, he has been round-
ly vilified. The profes-
sional hockey player’s 
code of honour (the same 
one that said it was okay 
for the Canucks to go 
after Moore, not in the 
extreme manner chosen 

by Bertuzzi) says that 
you’re supposed to “leave 
it on the ice”. Unfortu-
nately, all that Moore 
was able to leave on the 
ice was a lot of his blood. 
He could have lost his 
life. It’s not as if he can 
wait until the next time 
he plays Vancouver to 
take a swing at Bertuzzi 
(since he likely won’t be 
playing and, even if he 
was, Bertuzzi has been 
ordered to sit out any 
game involving Moore). 
Under the circumstanc-
es, a lawsuit seems like a 
reasonable course of ac-
tion for Moore.

Naslund himself – who 
could have called off the 
ridiculous vendetta in 
the first place by admit-
ting that Moore’s hit on 
him had been clean and 
telling his teammates to 
grow up – added insult 
to serious injury when 
commenting on the 
lawsuit. Calling Moore 
“someone who wasn’t 
good enough to play”, 
Naslund indicated that 
he had “no respect for 
him at all.” And, therein 
lies the problem.
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Accountable government key

Thrill at hockey’s 
return marred by 
“neck-breaker”

To the Editor,
Like many Canadians, 

I was thrilled to hear of 
the ratification of the 
new collective bargain-
ing agreement between 
the NHL’s players and 
owners. Last winter was 
completely ruined by the 
lack of NHL hockey, and 
Canadians will be head-
ing into this fall with a 
positive attitude.

While I give most of 
the credit to the NHL for 
sticking to their guns in 
spite of the childish tem-
per tantrums thrown by 
the players union reps, 
the league has now made 
what is, in my opinion, a 
grievous error by allow-
ing noted neck-breaker 
Todd Bertuzzi back onto 
the ice with little more 
than a slap on the wrist.

Bertuzzi made history 

when he sucker-punched 
Colorado Avalanche 
rookie Steve Moore from 
behind in 2004. When 
Moore collapsed, Bertuzzi 
went with him, using his 
large body mass to crush 
Moore’s head into the ice.

Moore was hospitalized 
with three broken ver-
tebrae in his neck and a 
concussion. Bertuzzi re-
ceived an indefinite sus-
pension, which ended just 
this week. He “served” 
much of his suspension 
through the lockout peri-
od and forfeited a paltry 
$502,000 of salary. 

That may seem like a 
large amount, but he is 
slated to make 10 times 
that figure in the upcom-
ing season alone – and 
that’s after the 24-per-
cent rollback imposed by 
the new collective bar-
gaining agreement.

He was put on probation 
for a year and forced to 

do a whopping 80 hours 
of community service. 
Can you imagine what 
the penalty would have 
been if Bertuzzi were an 
average Joe assaulting 
someone on the street? 
It’s stunning that sim-
ply because this attack 
took place on the ice it’s 
viewed as no big deal.

Everyone enjoys seeing 
a friendly tussle between 
hockey players, but de-
spicable assaults such as 
the one unleashed upon 
Steve Moore are inexcus-
able, and the NHL has 
made light of the incident 
by reinstating Bertuzzi 
so soon – and with so lit-
tle punishment.

Shame on the NHL.
Mark Johnson

Elmira

get your message across, 
with no chance of mis-
interpretation, please 
consider replacing these 
signs.

Ross Whitney
Milverton

Muddled message 
rendered ineffective

Continued from page 9

NEVER FEAR
DR. FOTH’S COLUMN 
WILL RETURN IN TWO 

SHORT WEEKS

resentatives are political-
ly accountable, an ideal 
check on power. Access 
to information is the cor-
nerstone of democratic 
development.

Even when there is 

nothing to hide – a re-
fusal to divulge infor-
mation is not always as-
sociated with a cover-up 
– public officials tend to 
be stingy with the facts. 
This may be a procliv-
ity for erring on the side 

of caution; newspapers, 
this one included, would 
have governments lean 
toward the other, more 
open side.

Recent events have 
shown the perils of doing 
otherwise.

Ontario’s Growing Co-operatives

Waterloo-Oxford Co-operative, 21 Church St. W, Elmira  519-669-5475
Store Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm, Saturday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Truckload Salt Sale! 
Sale Prices in Effect August 20 to September 10, 2005

Windsor Water
Conditioner
Monitors water usage to regenerate only when
needed. Easy to program - set time and hardness.
Satisfies needs for majority of households in
Canada. High efficiency - less salt, water, energy
usage. Compact design. Battery-less, power
interruption to keep time. Do-it-yourself 
installation kit included. 

27,000 Grain Capacity
346-3250 Reg. 749.99

39,000 Grain Capacity
346-3252 Reg. 969.99

$64999

$86999

3/$14

Save 
$100

Plus 
Includes

coupons for 12 
FREE

20 kg Bags 
of Salt!

System Saver Salt 
20 kg.
Reg. 5.29
396-1027

$89940 kg.
Reg. 9.99
396-1028

Select Conditioner Salt
20 kg.
Reg. 4.79
396-1030 3/$12

40 kg.
Reg. 8.29
396-1031

$699
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Challenging and rewarding music       
program designed for families with 
young children, beginner ages 3 to 8

Parent participation, small groups

Each 1 hour lesson includes instruction 
in: singing, piano, rhythm, ear 
training, sight reading, theory and 
composing.

Graduate with: Grade 1 piano              
             Preliminary Rudiments
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OPG diverts waters to increase power Chamber prepares for Corporate Challenge Google applies to increase public shares

Open a new MSCU membership 
or refer a new member to MSCU between 
July 1 and September 15 and get a chance 
to win a Rocky Mountain Vapour TM bicycle.

To be eligible, you must qualify as per MSCU membership
guidelines. Please contact a branch for details.

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Elmira 669-1529  |  Kitchener 576-7220  |  Waterloo 746-1770    |  Milverton 595-8796 
New Hamburg 662-3550  |  Leamington 326-8601  |  Aylmer  765-3025  |  www.mscu.com

A tradition of trust.
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An upscale cocktail bar 
might sound out-of-
place in the middle of 
Waterloo’s university 

heartland, where cheap food 
and drink establishments are 
plentiful. But catering to an 
older, more professional crowd 
is what Conestogo resident An-
drew Stroh is doing with Cae-
sar Martini’s, which opened 
Aug. 12. 

Stroh hopes to offer an alter-
native to student fare. 

“We’re a casual fine dining 
restaurant with a martini-wine 
bar to it. Caesars and martinis 
are both upper-end cocktails. A 
caesar is a Canadian cocktail 
and martini has international 
flair. So we’re combining the 
Canadian with the internation-
al,” said Stroh. “Plus we actu-
ally know a guy called Caesar 
Martini, so he kind of inspired 
us with the name.”

Located at 140 University Av-
enue – between Wilfrid Laurier 
University and the University 
of Waterloo – Stroh hopes to 
draw members of the business 
community to his new locale. 
“We’re going after young pro-
fessionals. RIM is [about] a 
block away…so we’re going 
after a business-lunch, after-
work kind of crowd,” he said. 
“We’re a little bit better than 
the roadhouse style restaurant 
that most students like, but 

Woolwich man offers Waterloo a martini bar with sophisticated atmosphere and European flair
they’re welcome to come. We’re 
more like a lounge.”

Managing a restaurant isn’t a 
big leap for the former Elmira 
resident. Stroh graduated from 
Elmira District Secondary 
School in 1991 and went to the 
University of Waterloo, working 
as casual help at local bars and 
restaurants. After stints at Plan-
tation and East Side Mario’s, 
Stroh became manager of Loose 
Change Louie’s. Stroh managed 
the bar and nearby Johnny Fi-
asco’s until he struck out on his 
own back in March 2005. 

 He teamed up with Rob Howie, 
who had experience establishing 
a martini bar in London, Ont. 

“We were just tired of working 
for [somebody else] and decided 
to do it on our own…since this 
room had been dead for about 
three years with nothing going 
on, we approached the land-
lord and asked him if he would 
consider letting us in instead 
of buying it off the previous 
owner. We put our offer in and 
things went from there.”

In March, Stroh and Howie 
took possession of the property 
and began the immense task of 
turning a nightclub into a Eu-
ropean-style bar. 

“We’ve made it feel really 
loungy. There’s a lot of changes 
from the pub feel. It’s nice and 
bright,” he said. 

Stroh conducted extensive 
research to create this unique 
atmosphere. A trip with an old 
EDSS friend, Mike McLean, ex-

posed Stroh to a variety of bars 
and restaurants. McLean judg-
es bartending competitions 
and invited Stroh to visit New 
York, the Cayman Islands and 
Florida on a business trip.

“That [experience] introduced 
me to tons of people…and to 
see these other international 
bars and lounges and bring 
that knowledge to Waterloo,” 
he said, noting the Cayman 
Islands were a particularly 
strong influence. 

He’s also had some help from 
family and friends, including 
his father, Ronald Stroh, former 
pastor of St. James Lutheran 
Church. “He’s very supportive 
and he’s always been support-

ive of what I’ve wanted to do. 
“My sister’s been in, she loves 

it, my brother’s been in and he 
loves it. There’s just been a lot 
of support from our family and 
friends. The majority I see in 
here are from Elmira as well, so 
it’s been great,” he said. “Start-
ing out any new business is a 
risky venture. I’ve had 17 years 
in the industry so I have a good 
idea what I’m doing. Rob has 
the same amount of experience. 
The number of people I know in 
the community is good. There’s 
always risk in opening some-
thing up, but I think as soon as 
people know what I’m opening 
up, it’ll be a success. 

 “We’re trying to bring the 

feel of something which is re-
ally laid back; a nice drinking 
experience where people can 
have a lot of fun and be interac-
tive. But also Manhattan…peo-
ple can come and dress up re-
ally nice, spend a little money 
and have a good time.”

So far, the European ambience 
has proven successful. Stroh 
said some 160 people made it out 
for last Friday’s ‘soft’ opening. 

“Each night it’s getting better, 
people are loving it and they’re 
going to tell their friends. 
Things have been going pretty 
smoothly. Everyone is really 
enjoying the cocktails.”

A grand opening is scheduled 
for September. 

Shaken, not stirred

PROFESSIONAL ATMOSPHERE Conestogo’s Andrew Stroh hopes ambience, good food and drink will draw a young business 
crowd to his new Waterloo bar, Caesar Martini’s. KYLE REA

This week Ontario Power Generation announced plans to bore a 10.4-km 
tunnel to divert water to its Sir Adam Beck generating station. The $985- 
million project is expected to be flowing by 2009 and generate about 1.6 
terawatt hours per year.

Internet search engine giant Google – which took its stock pubic a year 
ago – is seeking permission to offer 14.2-million class A common shares. 
The move, which comes with an estimated value of $4 billion, has yet to 
be approved by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

A day of fun and games will be on-hand for participants in the Greater Kitch-
ener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce’s Corporate Challenge Sept. 10. Teams of 
eight to 10 participants will take part to raise funds for children’s charities; they 
hope to collect $50,000 from the event. For information 576-5000 ext. 25.
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Heading into the last minute 
of their semifinal game, the 
Elmira soccer team was in 
good spirits: they stood tied 

1-1 against a team that had thumped 
them the previous day. 

Their dreams of hoisting champion-
ship gold were soon dashed, however, 
in a penalty shot that gave Cambridge 
a 2-1 lead and a win over the local boys. 
The out-of-town squad would eventu-
ally go on to take top prize in the Wool-
wich under 9 boys houseleague select 
tournament Aug. 13-14. 

Elmira joined six teams – from as far 
away as Sauble Beach and Wiarton. 

The local lads went 1-2 to earn a berth 
in Sunday’s semifinals. 

 “They did very well considering that 
we pulled all the kids out from the 
houseleague teams,” said assistant 
coach Keith Griffiths, who noted his 
squad was essentially an all-star team 
drawn from five Woolwich Youth Soc-
cer houseleague teams.

Elmira’s weekend didn’t get off to a 
good start, after they were downed 5-0 
by the Cambridge Whites team Satur-
day morning. 

Quickly recovering, the local squad 

Soccer 
Days

Cambridge takes gold
in finals, Elmira loses

in semifinals

▼ See OVERWORKED page 13

Local athletes 
come swinging 

to golf tour
Three local players earn spot at

provincials through local golf tour

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A quiet battle has 
raged at golf cours-
es across Waterloo 

Region over the last six 
weeks as young link-mas-
ters vied for a shot at pro-
vincial glory. 

Now, that conflict is fi-
nally at an end. Eight golf-
ers, including three local 
players, have emerged 
triumphant. Their prize 
is a spot at the Ian Leg-
gatt Junior Golf Tour. 

“It’s a tournament for 
kids from Waterloo-Wel-
lington-Brant county. [It] 
gets them out and gives 
them competition and gets 
them ready for whatever. 
They qualify at one of the 
courses and then they play 
six courses after that,” 
said organizer Joyce Leg-
gatt. The tournament is 
named after her son, PGA 
player Ian Leggatt. 

The top eight competi-
tors – four boys and four 
girls – proceed to the pro-
vincials. 

In the final leg of com-
petition, Elmira’s Gar-
rett Rank and Conestogo 

residents Danielle and 
Ashley Coombs qualified 
for the Bill Miller Provin-
cial Cup. Held at the Cam-
bridge Golf and Country 
Club Aug. 29, the Cup is a 
province-wide golf compe-
tition for the best-of-the-
best in junior golf. 

As well as earning a trip 
to provincials and auto-
matically qualifying for 
next year’s tournament, 
the overall top boy and 
girl also received a $1,000 
scholarship.

Local golfer Garrett 
Rank was one of those re-
cipients. 

“I came out for a little 
competition and fun play-
ing a round of golf. There 
[were] some good players 
out there,” said the 17-
year-old athlete. 

At the start of Monday’s 
tournament, he was 
ranked first overall, av-
eraging around 72 on the 
previous five courses. 
One of those included 
a seven-under-par at 
Northridge Aug. 8. 

“I played well,” he said. 
A golfer since he was 

nine years old, Rank has 
▼ See LOOKING page 16

As a new season in the Mid-Western Junior B hockey league nears, teams 
continue to make adjustments to their leadership. The latest change be-
hind the bench was announced Aug. 11, when the Listowel Cyclones hired 
Todd Hoffman as a new assistant coach.

FLORALANE 
PRODUCE

FARM FRESH • SAVOUR THE FLAVOUR

FRESH DAILY

SWEET CORN

STUART HORST & FAMILY
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira     669-3167
“Conveniently located just minutes north of Elmira.”

HOURS: OPEN 9-7 MON. to SAT.

Canada No. 1 Vine-ripened

TOMATOES
Elmira’s own BEEFSTEAK and GRAPE Tomatoes

See us for CUT FLOWERS
CAMPFIRE WOOD: By the Box for your convenience.

FRESH 

CANTALOUPE &
WATERMELON

99¢
/LB

NEW PRODUCE DRIVE-THRU
(Service available from 3:30-6:00, Mon-Fri and 9:00-3:00, Sat)
READY??? $3.50/Doz ... Rolling Stop ... Fresh Sweet Corn! 

And Watermelon and Canteloupe

The Conestogo Golf Club will play host to the Michael Longo Classic next 
Friday (Aug. 26), as golfers gather in support of the Meningitis Research 
Foundation of Canada. The event includes a silent auction and a $10,000 
hole-in-one contest. For information call 503-4657. 

KICKING IT UP Calvin Cressman of the Elmira U9 select soccer squad kicks the ball 
toward the Cambridge net during their preliminary round match Aug. 13. Elmira lost 
the game 9-0. KYLE REA

After going 4-3 in the preliminary round of fastball competition, Elmira’s 
Nathan Bauman and Team Ontario sit in a three-way tie for third – with Que-
bec and Alberta – at the Canada Summer Games in Regina. The semifinals 
began yesterday (Aug. 19) and the gold medal match will be fought today. 
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Cheap-looking dreamboats and the men who love them

THE NEW 2006 

CHARGERS ARE IN STOCK 

AND READY TO GO!

VOISIN CHRYSLER

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

669-2831
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trounced Wiarton 6-0 
before facing the Cam-
bridge Blue team in their 
final round-robin match. 
That game didn’t go so 
well: Elmira lost 9-0. 

“That was our third 
game of the day and our 
guys were out of gas. We 
only had 11 kids in to-
tal, so by the third game 
we were beat. The next 
day when they came out, 
we were a totally differ-
ent team for sure,” said 
Griffiths. 

Qualifying for the semi-
finals against the Blues, 
Elmira came out fighting 
and held onto a 1-1 tie un-
til the last minute of the 
game. “We almost beat 
them, but we lost…after 
a penalty shot,” he said. 
“They (kids) were disap-
pointed, but after we talk-
ed to them and told them 
what they just did – that 
we played an [all-star] 
rep team from a large 
centre – they were really 
proud of themselves and 
really happy, especially 
since we got beat the 
day before. The parents, 
as we walked across the 
field, gave them a stand-
ing ovation. So they felt 
great.

“We didn’t go in [expect-
ing] to win it. I looked at 
it as more of an experi-
ence for the kids. In my 
opinion, they did better 
than I expected, since 
they came close to beat-
ing the Cambridge team. 
They were champions for 
pushing that team to the 
last minute.”

The Blues would go on 
to beat Drayton 6-2 in the 

Overworked team 
runs out of gas

championship finals to 
take home the gold. 

Originally, the weekend 
tournament was to in-
clude the U9 and U11 boys 
divisions, but the tourna-
ment for older kids was 
cancelled at the last min-
ute. 

“We couldn’t get enough 
teams for the under 11 divi-
sion so they [Elmira] had 
two exhibition games over 
at Park Manor against 
Kitchener and Stratford,” 
said organizer Steve 
Chapman, who noted this 
is the first time in years 
Woolwich has hosted such 
a tournament. “Next year, 
if we were to do it, we’d do 
it in June or something 
because with holidays and 
a lot of soccer being over 
by [this] time, so a lot of 
teams aren’t interested in 
playing in August.”

Continued from page 12

KYLE REA

“Have you talked 
to Tom yet?” 

I looked at my 
wife and shook my head. 
“Haven’t been able to 
bring myself to do that,” 
I said. “I can’t believe 
he went and did what he 
did.”

“Steve, he’s one of your 
oldest friends. I think he 
needs your support right 
now.”

“You never did like her 
did you?” I asked. “You 
were jealous huh?”

“Well, she always 
seemed to be just a little 
too available to anyone 
who came along,” Carol 
sneered. “And the way 
she was all painted up? 
To be honest, I though 
she looked cheap.”

“Still, it shouldn’t have 
ended this way,” I said. “I 
don’t know if I’ll ever for-
give him.”

“They say he’s going 
through a mid-life cri-
sis.”

“That’s no reason to 
trade her in for a newer 

model,” I snapped. “After 
all they’ve been through; 
after all the storms 
they’ve weathered.”

“Well, she was a bit 
slow,” Carol stated. 

“Sure, she was a bit 
slow. Sure, she was bot-
tom heavy too. And so she 
leaked a bit when he took 
her out. That’s no reason 
to set her adrift. For God’s 
sake, they were together 
for twenty years!”

“People change,” Carol 
said coldly.

I thought about it for a 
moment and remained 
even more confused 
than normal. After all, 
I knew her for as long as 
I knew Tom. We’d fished 
together on countless oc-
casions. I considered her 
a good friend too. Now it 
was awkward. 

“What am I going to do 
if I run into all three of 
them at the boat launch?” 
I asked.

“Steve, would you just 
get over it?” Carol an-
swered. “All he did was 

trade in his fishing boat 
in for a jet ski. By the way 
you’re acting, you’d think 
he dumped Linda.” 

That last insensitive re-
mark convinced me that 
Carol didn’t fully grasp 
the implications of the 
split. Marriage and boat 
ownership were nothing 
alike. After all, a man’s 
commitment to his boat 
was supposed to be sa-
cred. It was meant to last 
forever. When the sales-

man asked if you would 
like to purchase the craft, 
you answered solemnly 
with an “I do,” and, well, 
in my day, at least, that 
was supposed to mean 
something.

As I slept on the couch 
that night, I realized two 
things: one that the world 
was changing, and two, 
perhaps I should never 
think these things aloud.

I phoned Tom the next 
day and we had a heart-to-

heart talk. He tried to ex-
plain how he felt trapped 
within the confines of a 
twelve-foot aluminium 
boat. He spoke of how 
a four-horse motor was 
simply too slow. He told 
of how he needed to feel 
the wind blow through 
his hairpiece and not just 
the wind from the angler 
in the front seat either. 

I told him it was okay.
“Really?” he asked.
“But there is one other 

thing…” I concluded.
That evening, I pulled 

into the driveway with 
my old friend in tow.

Carol watched from the 
front door, and as she 

turned away, I could actu-
ally see tears in her eyes. 
I guess our friendship 
meant more to her than 
she let on.

After parking, I stepped 
inside.

“I see you settled every-
thing,” she said.

“Yup,” I nodded. “We’ve 
reaffirmed our friend-
ship.”

“Your loyalty is sort of 
touching,” she sobbed. 

“No hard feelings?” I 
asked.

“No,” she said grum-
bling, as she looked to-
ward the trailer, “But to 
be honest, I still think 
she looks cheap...”

HOOF IT Owen Griffiths races 
upfield in an attempt to score 
during the second half of 
Elmira’s first round game versus 
Cambridge.
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KYLE REA 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It had been one heck of 
a season for Elmira’s 
Nicholas Betts.

The 19-year-old ath-
lete and goaltender for 
the Elora Mohawks la-
crosse squad led his team 
through a mediocre regu-

Playing on through the pain
Elmira man helps Elora Mohawks to provincial finals

lar season run and stood 
poised to sweep their first 
playoff. That was when 
disaster struck. Before 
the final game of the se-
ries was finished, Betts 
tore some cartilage in 
his knee and sprained his 
hamstring. The injuries 
threatened to end his sea-
son and, potentially, his 

team’s shot at the provin-
cial title. Elora went on to 
win 9-5 to take the series.

Not content to sit out the 
season, Betts returned to 
his team after just four 
games on the bench. 
Together, they fought 
through three consecu-
tive playoff series to ar-
rive at the Ontario Ju-

nior B lacrosse champi-
onships versus Oakville.

“I’m still playing in-
jured now. I can’t run 
still, I can’t bend my knee 
or straighten it. It’s a bit 
painful, but we’re in the 
Ontario championships 
so it’s something that 
can be worked through. 
It can’t get any worse 

before I have surgery. 
It’s just a matter of grin-
and-bear it sort of thing. 
It changes my style a bit, 
but it seems to be work-
ing out OK.”

At press time, the Mo-
hawks are leading 2-1 
in their championship 
series versus Oakville, 
with games held Aug. 18 

and 19. Results were not 
known at press-time. 

The winner is off to the 
Founder’s Cup Junior 
Box Lacrosse champi-
onships in Saskatoon, 
Sask. Aug. 23-28 – Elora 
took provincial silver in 
2004. Winning the series 
means they’ll face three 
other teams from across 
Canada in the fight for 
national glory. 

“We weren’t expected to 
win this at all. Oakville 
had lost just two games 
all year actually. They 
hadn’t lost at home until 
we beat them in that first 
game, so we’re the under-
dogs going into this. It 
would be good to win it,” 
Betts said, adding that 
2005 was supposed to be 
a rebuilding year for the 
Mohawks. The combined 
talents of veterans like 
Betts and rookies led the 
Mohawks’ to a 11-9 sea-
son record. But the squad 
shone in the playoffs.

Elora swept the Guelph 
Regals three games 
straight, to advance to face 
the Spartan Warriors July 
17-26. Rookie goaltenders 
gained experience during 
Betts’ four-game absence, 
but he did return during 
their fifth and final game 
versus the Spartans, help-
ing them to a 9-6 win July 
26. Elora then went on 
to beat Orangeville four 
games straight July 30 to 
Aug. 5, earning the right 
to play Oakville starting 
Aug. 12.

“It’s been quite a run… 
we’ve knocked out all 
three leading teams in 
our conference, which 
is quite a chore. But it’s 
been a good,” said Betts. 
“Winning the Ontario 
championship would be 
the biggest thing I’ve 
ever won in any sport, so 
that in itself is quite ex-
citing.”
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• Start by ordering your favourite design/t-shirt (S,M,L)

• Use the paint supplied to colour your picture/shirt

• Follow the instructions and presto... 
your own custom coloured shirt!

Calling All Artists — Now You Can Wear Your Own Masterpiece!

T-Shirt Art

at it’s B
est!

Lots of Designs
to Choose From

Volumes Ad-July 30  7/27/05  1:18 PM  Page 1

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The pitches of Halifax 
proved fruitful for a 
couple of Woolwich 

residents last week, as 
competitors from across 
the country met to decide 
the 2005 Canadian Horse-
shoe Championships. 
Maryhill’s Charlie Fromm 
and Jessica Deline of West 
Montrose threw their way 
to second-place finishes 
in the senior men’s 40-feet 
and junior girl’s divisions 
respectively. 

“I never thought I’d ever 
be able to do that,” said 
Deline, who participated 
in her first national com-
petition Aug. 10 to 13 in 
Nova Scotia. “I came in 
second of all the female 
juniors across Canada 
and that makes me feel re-
ally good about myself.” 

“Even if I’d have ended 
up at the bottom of the 
pack I’d say it was a good 
week, but I wouldn’t have 
been as happy as I am now, 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Mites 
were forced to 
come home from 
the Ontario Ama-

teur Softball Association 
finals virtually empty-
handed last weekend, af-
ter being defeated in their 
first two games by the 
eventual silver and bronze 
medal winners. However, 
the adventure to Orleans 
(near Ottawa) wasn’t 
without its glory; three 
members of the team were 
recognized for their bat-
ting accuracy during the 
skills competition.

Mites ousted early at provincial championships
Trio of batters recognized during the skills competition

“We didn’t have a week-
end like we thought we 
were going to,” commented 
coach Mike Hanley. “There 
were a lot of good teams 
there. The calibre was a lot 
higher than what I think 
some of them (Elmira play-
ers) expected.”

Both games, he noted, 
“were fairly close.” 

In their first challenge, 
Elmira fought its way to 
a 10-7 tally against Or-
leans. The squads battled 
their way through two 
innings without anyone 
crossing the plate, but 
that changed quickly.

“All of a sudden they 
had loaded the bases and 

it was a grand slam. That 
kind of put us behind the 
eightball and they ended 
up scoring six in the 
third inning,” he said. 
“We battled back from a 
6-0 deficit to 10-7, so that 
was pretty good. 

“That one inning was 
kind of a turning point 
for our whole weekend, 
I think. All of a sudden 
they felt like they could 
be beat. They were on a 
good role with winning 
[coming into the tourna-
ment],” the coach added, 
referring to the team’s 
league championship 
success the weekend pri-
or and their undefeated 

performance at the pro-
vincial qualifier tourna-
ment in July.

In their second match-up 
Elmira fell behind early 
to Kitchener and clawed 
their way back to a 5-4 
score. However, Kitchener 
– the team Elmira beat in 
the league finals – pulled 
out their bats and racked 
up a 13-10 finish to move 
on in the double-knockout 
tournament.

But all was not over. 
During the skills compe-
tition that followed, three 
members of the Elmira 
Mites showed just how 
accurate they could be in 
the batter’s box.

“They (organizers) had 
a target out into the field 
with a net and they (play-
ers) had to hit a ball off a 
‘T’ and get it in the net. 
There wasn’t that many 
kids that actually did it; 
I think there was maybe 
eight and we had three,” 
Hanley told the Observer, 
noting Matthew Schieck, 
Adam Brubacher and Gar-
ret Good all brought home 
copies of the latest Harry 
Potter novel and other ti-
tles for their achievement.

Having been eliminated 
from the tournament, the 
team decided to take to 
the tourist trail in nearby 
Ottawa for the rest of the 

weekend. Travelling and 
being together as a team, 
suggested Hanley, was 
the highlight of the trip.

“We got to take in the 
Parliament building, 
the Canadian Mint and 
24 Sussex [Drive], so the 
kids had fun anyway,” 
he said. “Being together 
as a team and swimming 
together, I think that’s 
what they’re going to re-
member the most.”

When the tournament 
dust settled, Stouffville 
walked away with gold 
after downing Kitchener 
11-9 in the finals. Bronze 
medals were presented to 
the host squad, Orleans. 

Silver streak for steady pitchers 
Two Woolwich residents earn second-place at national horseshoe tourney 

I guess,” added Fromm, 
who was defending his 
2004 national title. 

“I had a hell of a lot of 
hope [in defending that 
title],” he chuckled. “You 
take it the way it comes. 
Somebody’s got to win 
and somebody’s got to 
lose. It was his turn to 
win this time.” 

For three straight days, 
the competitors faced off 
against one another in 
round-robin play; the one 
with the best record took 
home the title. After 15 
matches, Fromm earned 
10 wins and five losses, 
enough to best everyone 
except Hughie McKenzie 
of Nova Scotia (13-2). 

“I met my match about 
the third game of the 
tournament. He was a fine 
gentleman, he was just a 
tougher competitor than I 
was and he got the better 
of me,” Fromm said, re-
ferring to McKenzie. “He 
took me three times in a 
row. When you lose to a 
guy like him, it’s not too 

bad at all.” 
In the junior ranks, De-

line finished with an 8-4 

record. Three of those 
losses came at the hands 
of Raquel Schaefer of 

Alberta, who went unde-
feated to claim the girl’s 
title. 

“She was out of our 
league and she deserved 
it,” the West Montrose 
resident commented. “I 
thought she deserved 
that after seeing the way 
she played. … She played 
extremely well.” 

While pleased with sec-
ond-place, the 18-year-old 
is more enthused about 
beating her personal 
best. In the case of one 
game, she more than 
doubled her pitching per-
centage. 

“I was surprised at the 
fact that one game … I 
had got 21 ringers and 
ended up with 42 per 
cent. I never knew that 
would ever happen to me. 
That’s the best I’ve ever 
thrown,” she explained, 
noting she entered the 
tournament with a 16 per 
cent average and finished 
with an average of 22.33 
per cent. 

Because of her age, De-

line won’t qualify to en-
ter the junior category 
next year; rather she’ll be 
forced to join the ladies 
division. Already she’s 
contemplating taking a 
stab at the nationals next 
year – the tournament is 
open to anyone who wish-
es to compete – because 
several of the competitors 
this year want a reunion. 

“My most precious mo-
ments were getting to 
know the people and 
becoming friends with 
them,” she said, adding 
it would be more difficult 
to finish near the top if 
she does. “There’s more 
[competitors] in the la-
dy’s division than there 
is in junior. But I’m will-
ing to give it a shot and 
try my best.” 

Another local player, 
Drew Becker, found his 
way to the top of the podi-
um. Becker, who lives in 
Kitchener but plays out of 
the West Montrose trailer 
park, earned the junior 
boys championship.

SECOND-BEST IN CANADA West Montrose resident Jessica Deline, 
18, brought home a second-place finish from the 2005 Canadian 
Horseshoe Championships in the girl’s junior division. Charlie Fromm 
of Maryhill also finished in second, competing in the senior men’s 
category. RICHARD VIVIAN
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one year left at Elmi-
ra District Secondary 
School before he decides 
whether to make a career 
out of his favorite sport. 
Rank also competes for 
the EDSS golf team.

Looking toward a future in golf
“I’m hoping to finish my 

high school and get a golf 
scholarship somewhere 
in the States.”

Tour namesake Ian Leg-
gatt attended Texas Wes-
leyan University. He has 
played professional golf 

for 15 years, and joined 
the PGA in 2001.

Ranging from 10 to 18 
years old, more than 60 
golfers began the tourna-
ment back in July, hitting 
courses at the Oaks of St. 
George (July 11), Fox-
wood (July 25), Rockway 
(July 27), Whistle Bear 
(Aug. 3) and Northridge 
(Aug. 8) before finishing 
the tournament in Elmi-
ra on Aug. 15. 

Leggatt noted that the 
competition pitted golf-
ers as young as 13 against 
18-year-olds. 

“If the kid is good 
enough, it doesn’t matter. 
Some of these young kids 
made the cut and older 
kids didn’t.”

Continued from page 12

KYLE REA

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD
INTERCITY
SOCCER LEAGUE
WOMEN’S FIRST 
DIVISION
AUG. 10
• Woolwich 1 
   Shelburne 4
Goals: Gracinha 
Sauder
ICSL cup game, round 
three

AUG. 14
• Woolwich 0 S’Roos 2

WOOLWICH
YOUTH SOCCER
ATOM
AUG. 11
• Woolwich Observer 2
   Elmira Bus Lines 2

KITCHENER
FASTBALL
AUG. 9
• Elmira Cubs 11
   Fullarton 2
• Elmira Juniors 2
   Moorefield 0

AUG. 10
• Linwood Chiefs 3
   Sebringville 7
 Game was forced
 to nine innings.

AUG. 11
• Elmira Cubs 1
   Shakespeare 2
• Elmira Juniors 15
   Fullarton 5

Call 669-5790 x102 to get your 
game report package today.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The strength of lo-
cal swimmers was 
put on display last 

week, as two area women 
found their way to the po-
dium at the 2005 Canada 
Summer Games. Elmi-
ra’s Laura Kendall, 18, 
came home with bronze 
medals in the women’s 
800- and 1,500-metre free-
style events, while Alma 
resident Brittney Scott, 
18, claimed bronze in the 
women’s 200-metre but-
terfly.

“It was a little bitter-
sweet … but I was happy 
with my medals,” Kend-
all said, noting the sec-
ond-place competitor in 
the 800-metre swim best-
ed her time by a fraction 
of a second. “It’s all rac-
ing experience and you 
can always learn from 
it.”

“I was fairly happy 
with my performance,” 
added Scott. “It wasn’t 
my best time, but no one 
was swimming overly 
fast at the meet. I don’t 
know why.”

This was the first time 
either competitor has 
taken part in the Cana-

Finding the podium at the 
Canada Summer Games

Elmira woman earns two bronze medals;
Alma swimmer brings one home as well

da Summer Games, held 
every four years – this 
time in Regina, Sask. Be-
cause of their age, neither 
qualified to participate 
previously. However, both 
earned the right to go in 
May, when they posted the 
fastest times among On-
tario competitors in their 
respective events during 
the 2005 World Games tri-
als held in Montreal.

“It was a bit nerve-rack-
ing, but it was fun. It was 
such a great team envi-
ronment, everyone got 
along really well and I 
think that made it a lot 
easier,” Scott, a former 
Elmira Aquaduck, said of 
the games in Regina.

Taking to the pool Aug. 
8, Kendall completed the 
1,500-metre freestyle with 
a time of 17:22. Fellow On-
tario swimmer Monika 
Stitski finished with 17:15 
to take the gold, followed 
by Alberta’s Mandy Bell 
at 17:20.

“You’ve got to focus 
and remember it’s just 
like any other meet and 
concentrate on your 
strategy,” she said. “My 
strategy is not to go out 
too fast and lose all my 
energy because they’re 
long races. A lot of people 

die near the end.
“Some of them were 

pretty tough,” Kendall 
added, highlighting 
Stitski’s performance. 
“There were some girls 
who posted faster times 
than me [at the world 
trials], so they were 
hard competition too.”

Four days later, the 
Elmira woman headed 
out for the 800-metre 
freestyle and again 
found herself in third- 
place (9:02.82). This 
time, however, only 0.04 
seconds separated her 
from silver medallist 
Sarah Mayzes of Brit-
ish Columbia. Bell took 
home the gold with a 
time of 9:00.

“It was a little frustrat-
ing,” she said.

Scott had a similar ex-
perience Aug. 9, missing 
the silver medal by 0.1 
seconds. She completed 
the swim in 2:18.32, just 
behind Team Ontario’s 
Zsofi Balazs. Kimberly 
Kabesh of Alberta took 
home the gold (2:26).

“There was a lot of com-
petition there. … It was 
a good race to the finish. 
It’s always nice to be in 
a tight race,” the Alma 
girl noted.

COMPILED
BY RICHARD

VIVIAN
669-5790 X102

IN THE SWING OF THINGS Golf buddies Ben Deignan (left) Brendan Bolland, Garrett Rank, Kyle Asselstine, 
Wade Van Der Kraak and Sean Mathe teed off together during the last leg of the Ian Leggatt Golf Tour at the 
Elmira Golf Course Aug. 15. Rank, an Elmira resident, would take home first-place in the boys’ division. 
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$7.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad..........$10.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

B E S E E C H I R E A S P
E V E N A I S L E H A B E A S

E D G E R S K I L O M E T R E
N A R C S N I L D A D A

A T T A R N O R F L Y S O L
R U E F U L H O O E Y N I N E
M A L T A D M I T E I D E R
S L Y U S E L I E A G E D

A N T S Y S L U S H
H I F I K A Y S P Y L T D

C A R A T R O D E O T O R A
A V E R U N D U E N O U N A L
R E F A N I R Y E P R I V Y
A N U S A S K F E N C E
F I L L I P I N G M A N U E L
E N L I S T O A K U M P R O M

G Y M E B B M E S S A G E

CAR RENTALS
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We Offer:  � Competitive Wages 
� Education Allowance 
� Employee Assistance Program 
� Paid Orientation

Forward Resume by August 29, 2005 to: 
VON Perth-Huron 
Fax (519) 271-7612
biroc.vonph@cyg.net
www.vonperthhuron.ca

���������������������������������

������������������������

�������
������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

�������������

���������������

�����������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������
�����������������������������������������

����������������������������
����������������������������������������������

�����������������������������
���������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

������������������
�����������������

�������������������������

������� ����������� ���������
��������������������������������
���� ������������ ��� ����������
�������� �������� �������� ���
����������

���������������
����������������������

���������������������
�������������������

�����������������
�������������������

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Full-Time Help Wanted 
for packaging and freezing 
poultry products. For more 
information call The Poultry 
Place, 664-3090.

Nith River Milling Inc. 
is an established milling 
company, specializing in 
processing grains for the 
food industry. We are look-
ing to add another member 
to our team. We offer a 
competitive wage and ben-
efit package. Skill require-
ments are: Ability to learn 
our milling production, able 
to work with minimum su-
pervision, forklift training will 
be provided. Please submit 
resumes to: Nith River Mill-
ing Inc., P.O. Box 1315, 
Linwood, On., N0B 2A0. 
Phone (519)656-2231, fax 
(519)656-9829.

BUSINESS      
OPPORTUNITIES
Cultured Marble/Granite/
Onyx. Established busi-
ness servicing new home 
and renovation sector, only 
custom shop in Waterloo re-
gion, extensive inventory of 
well maintained equipment, 
customer list and suppliers 
as well as training available. 
Original owner retiring. Peak 
Realty Ltd. Bob Ernewein 
477-7133.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Available in my 
home. Very close to John 
Mahood school and on bus 
route to St. Teresa school. 
Children  2 and up. Full time 
or part time. 669-3428.

I am looking to care for your 
children in my home. I offer 
a nutritious meals, creative 
play and a supportive envi-
ronment. Full time and part 
time available.  Call Christa 
at 669-9047.

Kreative Kids Home Day-
care - Clean, loving, edu-
cational and accepting en-
vironment for toddlers in 
Elmira. Certif ied in child 
emergency, receipts and 
healthy meals! Call Jeanette 
@ 669-8759.

Looking For a compassion-
ate, energetic, individual 
to provide childcare in my 
home 4 mornings a week 
(Mon. - Thurs.). Please call 
(519)579-3746 or fax your 
resume and /or letter of in-
terest to (519)883-0450.

Part Time Child Care Avail-
able in my home. Mother of 
two looking for JK/SK or 
younger. Close to John Ma-
hood and St Teresa’s. Nu-
tritious meals, snacks and 
safe environment provided. 
Please call 580-0262 or 
669-3962.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Riverside School - Safe, 
clean environment provided 
by caring mother of 2. Nutri
tious meals, crafts, indoor 
and outdoor activities. Call 
Leslie 669-1711.

WORK WANTED

Looking For A Handyman 
to do small jobs around the 
home, yard maintenance, 
and /or building mainte-
nance? Reasonable rates. 
If interested please call 669-
8802.

FOR SALE

‘69 Golden Falcon - rear 
3 piece bathroom, newer 
awning, fridge and blinds. 
Everything works, used ev-
ery year. All accessories 
included. $1900 o.b.o. Call 
884-6332 or 503-1730.

15 Year Old Congo male Af-
rican grey parrot. $1500.00. 
Cal l  (519) 669 - 9113 or 
(519)465-6633.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Firewood - Seasoned 
Hardwood, $55/single cord. 
4004 Posey Line, (Wal-
lenstein) 698-2498, call 
897-6363.

Hockey Equipment - Bau-
er goalie skates (size 6), 
Itech Jr. goalie helmet (NHL 
style), red, both in excel-
lent condition. $95 each. 
669-4360.

Kenmore Ceramic Top 
electric range. Paid $1200; 
now $450. Washer and 
dryer - Inglis, 5 cycle wash-
er, Kenmore Heavy Duty 
dryer. $150/pr. Call 669-
0342.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

Kenmore Stacked Washer 
Dryer. $350. New washer 
drum, receipts Dec. 2003. 
Call 669-9097.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

Scraper Blade for Polaris 
ATV. Hardly used. $300 or 
best offer. 669-4360.

Steel For Sale. Various 
sizes and shapes, pre-
strapped bundles below 
cost. Selling by bundle only. 
Average weight 500 - 700lb 
bundles. Call (905)873-
8692, Georgetown.

Table - 66 inch Kroehler 
maple table plus two 12 
inch leaves. $225. Call 664-
2904.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bike - Ladies Supercycle, 
12 speed. Excellent condi-
tion. $40. 669-8046.

East German Kahla cream 
and sugar set. Mint condi-
tion! $15. Call 669-1456.

Fisher Price Crib Aquar-
ium, works great! $12.00. 
638-5878.

Skateboard - Collector - 
Skate Wing. Hardly used. 
$50 o.b.o. 669-9224.

Window Topper - 12 ft rose 
& burgundy swags & jabots 
on a 1” x 6” board. $50. 
699-5920.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Round & Square 
baling and wrapping and no 
till seeding. Call 580-5131.

Second Cut Alfalfa hay. 
4’x5’ round bales. Reason-
able. Lloyd Cassel - 595-
4497..

HORSES

General Purpose Cross-
bred team of horses. 4004 
Posey Line, (Wallenstein). 
698-2498, cell 897-6363.

Wanted - Co-Boarder for 
8 year old mare. Barn is in 
Elmira. Call (519)669-9113 
or (519)465-6633.
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• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance
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AUTOMOTIVE

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
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  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am
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LOADER/BACKHOE SERVICES

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Dodge Shadow. 
150,000 kms, new battery, 
good running condition, body 
good. $700 as is. 669-4360.

1995 Astro Cargo Van. 
Good condition. Lots of 
new parts. Call 669-5996 
after 4 p.m.

1997 Chrysler Sebring LXI, 
2 dr cpe., only 115,000, 1 
previous owner. 6 cyl., auto, 
air, leather, sun roof. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

1997 Ford Taurus Wagon. 
3.0L, 188,000 km., power 
windows/locks, am/fm cass., 
great shape. $4000 as is, 
$4400 cert. 699-5206.

1999 Mazda B3000 Pickup. 
6 cyl., 5 spd man., air, 1 pre-
vious owner. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2000 Chrysler Concorde 
LX. Only 34,500 kms, V-6, 
auto, air, leather and more! 
One previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2002 Chrysler Neon L.E. 
Only 7200 kms! Auto, air, 
cast wheels, security pack-
age, 1 previous owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Chrysler Sebring Tour-
ing 4 dr sedan, only 82,000 
kms, 1 previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Jeep Liberty Ren-
egade 4X4. Only 41,000 
kms, 6 cyl., auto, air, light 
bar, roof rack, side steps, 
1 previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Dodge Caravan, only 
43,000 kms, quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Jeep T.J. Sport, 6 cyl., 
5 spd man., dual tops and 
more. 1 previous owner, only 
42,000 km. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2004 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring. 4 dr. sedan, black, 
sunroof, Only 200 kms, 
demo. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

2004 P.T. Cruiser Touring. 
Auto, air, finished in light 
almond, only 33,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - 3 Bedroom Apart-
ment available Sept 1. Quiet 
triplex. Top floor. Call (519) 
669-2566.

Elmira. 1 Bedroom apart-
ment available Aug. 1. Top 
of older home. No smok-
ing/pets. References re-
quired. $525.00 plus hydro. 
669-4188.

Newly Decorated One 
bedroom apartment avail-
able Sept. 1. Call 669-1263, 
anytime.

Quiet, Main Floor 2 Bed-
room Apartment near down-
town Elmira. Recently reno-
vated. Call 648-2340.

Shared Accommoda -
tions. 1 bedroom in pri-
vate home. $350/mth, all 
inclusive. 669-2033.

REAL ESTATE

6 Room Red Brick home in 
Elmira, close to downtown. 
New roof, new Hi-efficien-
cy gas furnace, hardwood 
floors, cement driveway, 
well treed, good sized lot. 
$167,500.00. Phone 669-
8809.

LOST & FOUND

Digital Kodak Camera 
lost at Drayton Ball Park 
diamond area last Thurs-
day. Reward. Call (519)747-
2746.

COMING EVENTS

American Warmblood So-
ciety Sport Horse Seminar 
& Inspection. Aug. 30, 2005, 
10 a.m. start. All visitors wel-
come! Host: Troika Eques-
trian Centre, 2137 Shantz 
Station Rd., Breslau, On. 
(519)648-9475.

Trakehner Horse Presen-
tation. Sept. 10, 2005 - 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Come and 
see the f inest Dressage 
and Jumping Prospects. 
All visitors welcome, rain 
or shine! Troika Trakehner 
Stud Farm, 2137 Shantz 
Station Rd., Breslau, On. 
(519)648-9475.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. Aug. 20, 
56 Zinkann Crs., Wellesley, 
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. furniture, 
baby items and so much 
more!

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. Aug. 20, 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 7 Mourn-
ingdove Crs., Elmira. 4 table 
lamps, 1 coffee table and 
end tables, microwave, din-
ing table and 4 chairs, reclin-
ing chair and more.

Garage Sale - Sat. Aug. 
27. 8 a.m. - ??? Rain or 
shine. 74 Snyder Ave. N., 
Elmira. Baby items, furni-
ture, books etc.

Garage/Barn/Yard Sale 
- Sat. Aug. 20, 7 a.m. 1675 
King St. N., St. Jacobs. 
Tools, furniture, kids toys, 
doors, stairs, household 
items ETC.

Multi- family Garage Sale. 
Many quality i tems. PC 
games & electronics, fur-
niture, photography acces-
sories, wedding pew bows 
and yards of tulle. Sat. Aug. 
20, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Rain date 
Aug. 27. 26 Green Warbler 
Cr., Elmira.

GARAGE SALES

Yard Sale - 1 Mockingbird 
Dr., Elmira. Friday August 
19 and Saturday August 
20. Articles include: roller 
blades, skateboard, tobog-
gan, games, craft items, 
yarn, camping equipment, 
household items and more. 
Come check us out!

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Computer Crashes and 
Slow Speed Frustrating 
you? Virus/Spyware re-
moval, repairs, upgrades, 
DSL, cable, wireless net-
working, installs & tutor-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Friendly service. Business 
or residential. Call Warren 
at 519-591-0900 or email 
fixmypc@pchandyman.ca

Want Assistance using 
eBay to sell or buy rare 
books, automotive parts, 
antiques, china, figurines 
or other merchandise? Call 
669-1456!

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.

LAW&ORDER
August 10

6:32 PM A CD changer was stolen from 
a vehicle parked at the St. Jacobs Factory 
Outlet mall on Benjamin Road. A Kitchener 
resident returned to their Honda to find a 
window smashed and the changer missing 
from the truck. The changer is valued at 
$400. There are no suspects.
6:58 PM Police charged a Kitchener 

woman with ‘start from a stopped position 
not in safety’ following a two-vehicle colli-
sion on Northfield Drive East. The woman 
had pulled to the side of the road and was 
attempting to make a ‘U’ turn when she 
crossed the path of a northbound vehicle. 
Damage was reported as minor. There were 
no injuries.

August 11
9:25 AM Sometime overnight, a vehicle 

was stolen from a residence on St. Jacobs’ 
Young Street. At press time, the red, 1995 
Neon – with marker AVBV 364 – had yet 
to be recovered. There are no suspects; the 
investigation continues.
2:20 PM Thirty-four marijuana plants were 

removed from a cornfield on Jigs Hollow 

Road, after the farmer found the prohibited 
vegetation while working. The plants were 
uprooted and taken for destruction. It is un-
known who planted the marijuana.
2:45 PM A patron at the Elmira Pool on 

Ernst Street discovered their bicycle stolen. 
It’s not known who made off with the boy’s 
yellow and red bicycle.
8:37 PM A police cruiser struck and killed 

a deer on Maryhill Road, near Side Road 16, 
north of Maryhill. The animal died upon im-
pact. Damage to the cruiser was moderate. 
The driver was unharmed.

August 12
11:45 AM No charges were laid after two 

vehicles struck in a business parking lot 
on Church Street West in Elmira. The driv-
ers were reversing when they collided. No 
injuries were reported; damage was listed 
as moderate.
2:38 PM Thieves targeted a house under 

construction on Elmira’s Snowgoose Court. 
Sometime overnight, a Gibson-brand cen-
tral air conditioner was taken. It’s valued at 
$1,200. The item was discovered missing by 
a worker at the site. There are no suspects.
8:20 PM Another deer was struck and 

killed by a vehicle, this time on Floradale 
Road, near Reid Woods Drive. The animal 
died upon impact, after it entered the path 
of a Palmerston driver – who wasn’t injured. 
Damage was reported as moderate.

August 13
7:42 PM Two employees of a Benjamin 

Road business in St. Jacobs reported their 
wallets stolen. Both wallets contained iden-
tification and a small quantity of cash. An 
internal investigation has been launched.
8:06 PM A two-vehicle collision occurred 

in a business parking lot on Elmira’s Arthur 
Street South. A Toronto man was reversing 
when he struck a vehicle driven by an Elmi-

▼ See MORE page 20PHOTOS: KYLE REA

LET THE GAMES BEGIN Woolwich 
Youth Soccer playoffs began this 
week. Kadison Hipel (left) of the 
Woolwich Observer Atom 10-11 team 
– which finished first in their division – 
attacks the net during their first game 
Aug. 15. The Observers tied Raphael’s 
Pizza 2-2. Takuya Shibayama (right) 
of the Wilkinson Eyeballers moves 
against PIB Insurance during their 
match Monday. The Eyballers won 
that game 4-2. Playoffs continued 
Aug. 18 though results were not 
available at press-time. 
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

MASONRY
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS
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LANDSCAPING
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TINY’S
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CARPET CARE
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ACROSS 
1. Intelligent
6. The plant life in a 
particular region
12. To droop
15. Muffle a sound
16. Has a good chance 
of  coming about
17. Step on it
18. Liable to objection
20. Longest division of  
geological time
21. Father of  science 
fiction
22. A less than aver-
age tide
23. It forms in your 
kettle
25. A rapid bustling 
commotion
26. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
28. Agency of  US gov-
ernment
30. Stereos (slang)
31. Boat (French)
34. “Jack ____ could 
eat no fat”
36. A spiral curl plas-
tered on the forehead
38. Weapon
42. A group of  people 
combined by a common 
interest
43. Flower arrange-
ment in circular band
44. Your consciousness 
of  your own identity
45. Used to indicate 
maiden name
46. Attach again
48. A type of  brew
50. Van Der _ _ _ _ _ (fa-
mous physicist)

52. Cardinal number 
one more than two
53. Canadian rail com-
pany name
56. Long white linen 
worn by priests
58. Hawaiian flower 
necklace (plr)
59. Hold spellbound
61. Free from confu-
sion
64. A relaxing form of  
salt (for baths)
66. Junkie
67. Agression (British 
slang)
70. Writing utensil
72. Resinlike substance 
used in varnish
73. Half  a donkey-call
76. Highest male pitch 
range
77. A north-flowing 
Russian river
79. Marks in ancient 
transcript meaning not 
to be thought of  as ge-
nunine
81. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
82. Declared to be evil
86. Line to start a down 
(abbrev)
87. Worried traveller 
to Oz (along with lions 
and bears)
88. Zebra feature
89. Sixth note of  ma-
jor scale
90. Mass departure 
from a hostile environ-
ment
91. Canadian Lilith 
Fair chanteuse

DOWN 
1. Determine the gen-
der
2. Relating to the theo-
ry of  promoting health 
through diet
3. Chief  port of  Yemen
4. Happens again
5. This is dynamite
6. A flat mass of  ice 
floating at sea
7. Ions are accelerat-
ed along a linear path 
by voltage differenc-
es on electrodes along 
the path
8. Similar to a giraffe, 
but with a shorter neck 
and striped legs
9. Johnny _ _ _, a nick-
name for Confederate 
soldiers in the Revolu-
tionary war
10. Entirely (syn)
11. Facial makeup
12. A package of  sever-
al things tied together
13. Garlic mayonnaise
14. A unit of  heredity
15. Slang abbreviation 
for Death Valley
19. Bringing in a sail
24. Reference
27. 1/60 of  a minute
29. Vaulted ceiling 
above altar
32. Type of  reproduc-
tive structure of  fungi
33. Used as fertilizer, 
animal feed & plastics
35. Transport truck 
(slang)
36. Alberta premier
37. Of  a pale purple 

colour
39. Loss of  bodily sen-
sation with or without 
loss of  consciousness 
(medical)
40. Set ablaze again
41. State of  disorder-
liness
42. Soft creamy white 
cheese
47. From liquid to gas
49. Female name
51. Nickname for Al-
exander
54. Opposite of  outs
55. At the top
57. A state of  extreme 
confusion
60. Protagonist
62. American Dental 
Association (abrev)
63. Soft Italian cheese 
(like cottage cheese)
65. Reduce from a solid 
to a liquid
67. In the slightest de-
gree
68. Seaport city in NW 
Italy
69. Grind teeth to-
gether
71. First Prime Minis-
ter of  the Republic of  
India
74. First letter of  the 
Hebrew alphabet
75. Broad
78. Strip of  land pro-
jecting into water
80. Basic unit of  mon-
ey in Ethiopia
83. To veto
84. In the past
85. A pompous fool
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Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

CONSTRUCTIONROOFING/SIDING

BRIAN
MARTIN
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Martinbros@golden.net
7859 Wellington Rd. 45

Glen Allan, Ont.  N0B 2S0

Ken Martin
Bus: (519) 698-2483
Cell: (519) 502-8550
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.MORELAW

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                             If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.     Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

ra man. No injuries were reported. The 
vehicles sustained moderate damage. 
There were no charges.
9:29 PM Police are on the look-

out for a suspicious woman after a 
break-in at a Line 86 residence in 
Wallenstein. The homeowner – who 
had been away from the residence 
for about five hours – returned home 
to find a quantity of jewelry, a lap-
top computer, a digital camera and 
a hand-held computer missing. Entry 
was gained through a rear door. Po-
lice spoke with several neighbours 
who reported seeing an unfamiliar 
woman in the area. The suspect is 
described as being in her 20s, with 

brown “frizzy” hair. At the time, she 
was wearing dark sunglasses, a red 
shirt, black splash pants and a purple 
bandana. She was also carrying a 
tan dufflebag. The investigation con-
tinues.
11:51 PM A St. Jacobs woman was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ follow-
ing a two-vehicle collision at the inter-
section of Line 86 and Manser Road. 
Three vehicles were eastbound when 
the lead vehicle slowed to turn onto 
Manser Road, causing a following 
vehicle to decrease speed. However, a 
third driver failed to do the same and 
a collision ensued. The lead vehicle 
wasn’t involved in the collision, which 
resulted in considerable damage. No 

injuries were reported.
August 14

11:09 AM An overnight break-in at 
a King Street, St. Jacobs business was 
reported. Unknown culprits forced 
open a storage area door and made 
off with three cases of beer. The inves-
tigation continues.

August 15
8:30 AM An act of vandalism at-

tracted police to Nafziger Road in 
Wellesley. Sometime overnight, four 
emergency 9-1-1 number signs were 
bent over. Complainants suggested 
it was the work of youths as they 
left a party in the area. There are no 
suspects.
3:22 PM Mailbox vandals struck at 

a Country Squire Road address. Some-
time in the previous 24 hours, the 
mailbox post was broken. There are 
no suspects.
10:43 PM A Gerber Road resident, 

near Moser Young Road, called police 
after noticing a suspicious vehicle 
parked on the road nearby. The ve-
hicle had been seen in the area on 
previous occasions. Police continue to 
investigate.

August 16
2:55 AM Police seized a small quan-

tity of marijuana during a routine traf-
fic stop on Arthur Street South. The 
drug was taken for destruction and 
the driver was issued a ticket under 
the Highway Traffic Act.

6:35 PM A break-in at a Schum-
mer Line residence, near Linwood. 
Sometime in the previous week a side 
door was forced open and unknown 
culprits made off with an older-style 
safe, as well as any contents. A care-
giver discovered the break-in; the 
homeowners were out of town. There 
are no suspects.
11:56 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion in downtown Elmira resulted in 
an ‘improper left turn’ charge for an 
Elmira man. The man was attempting 
to turn left from Arthur Street onto 
Wyatt Street when he was momen-
tarily distracted and collided with 
a lamppost. There were no injuries. 
Damage was described as moderate.

August 17
2:48 AM A routine traffic stop on Ar-

thur Street South resulted in an area-
man being arrested for impaired driv-
ing, but later released. The man blew a 
‘fail’ during a roadside breath/alcohol 
screening test, but proved to be under 
the legal limit upon further testing. His 
vehicle was towed from the scene.

Clarification
A brief in last week’s Observer in-

cluded an inaccurate item, as pro-
vided by police. A small quantity of 
marijuana was seized from a patron 
at a downtown business at 1:30 a.m. 
Aug. 7. The seizure was unrelated to a 
community event that occurred in the 
area earlier that evening.

Continued from page 18
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Gardens and flowers and veggies, oh my Well on his way Old fashioned fun
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Not only are brown trout 
alive and well in the Con-
estogo River, but they are 
spreading further down-

stream, says the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR). Along with other 
environmental volunteers, the MNR 
spent three days in the river this 
week, checking on the state of their 
stocking efforts.

Over the past three years, the orga-
nizations have released about 18,000 
young-of-the-year, 13,000 yearlings 
and 350 adult brown trout (about 
four years old) annually at nearly 20 
locations along the river, including 
several in Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. The most recent stocking 
occurred in May.

“We’re actually going back to the 
areas where we stocked earlier this 

Avid aviators 
see mix of old 
with the new

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

From wooden biplanes to modern jets, more 
than a century of aviation history was on dis-
play at the Region of Waterloo International 
Airport. In excess of 5,000 spectators made it 

out for the airport’s annual Aviation Day day. 
Things got started on Friday night (Aug. 12) with 

the arrival of the F-18 Hornet, Sea King and Griffin 
helicopters.

“That kicked off the show since they gave a bit of 
a demonstration on their way in. That was a good 
way to start,” said Phil Moffit, the Flight Centre’s 
general manager.

The remainder of the aircraft arrived early Satur-
day morning including First World War biplanes 
from the Brampton War Museum making their 
first-ever appearance in true style. 

“[They] did an air show over top of the airport be-
fore the show opened. It was neat and they [sure] 
made an entrance.”

While the show offered a mix of modern and vin-

More than 5,000 gather for Breslau 
airport’s 11th annual air show

Fish flowing with the river, monitoring shows
Stocking efforts have taken hold in the Conestogo River, says MNR

year and looking for those fish to see 
if they’ve survived. We also have tem-
perature loggers out here (in the river) 
recording the temperature every half-
hour all summer long,” explained MNR 
management biologist Ken Cornelisse, 
noting brown trout prefer cooler water, 
such as that flowing from the Conestogo 
Lake dam near Glen Allan. “We have 
some very, very good catches.”

In order to capture the fish, the group 
– which included the MNR’s Junior 
Rangers and members of the Cones-
togo River Environmental Work Group 
– used a generator to send electric puls-
es into the water. The pulses cause the 
fish to temporarily become less active, 
allowing them to be netted more easily.

Before the fish are released back 
into the river – it doesn’t take long for 
the electric pulse to wear off – they’re 
weighed and measured. 

“We’re seeing a great number of re-

▼ See SKY page 22

RICHARD VIVIAN

▼ See BROWN page 22

BLAST FROM THE PAST Noah Zeller (left), Walter Stewart, Rachel Zeller and Keanan Stewart check out a classic 1918 Nieuport 28 biplane, one of 
four classic First World War aircraft on display at the Region of Waterloo Airport’s Aviation Day Aug. 12. KYLE REA

FISHING FOR INFORMATION A team of MNR workers and other volunteers used a generator to shock fish 
in the Conestogo River this week, in order the check up on the strength of brown trout stocking efforts.

Floral arrangements and fresh vegetables will be the highlight of the day 
as the Flower and Vegetable Show comes to the Fergus Community Centre 
today (Aug. 20). Submissions for the show were taken yesterday and pub-
lic viewing times run from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. For more info: 843-3710. 

Home Hardware’s Peter Street is off to a good start in his quest to wipe out 
Multiple Sclerosis; on Monday he peddled 100 kilometres on a stationary 
bike, raising $1,500. Next weekend, he’ll team up with 11 others from the 
St. Jacobs store for the MS Bike Tour. Their goal is to raise $12,000. 

A little country-style fun will return to Grand River Raceway in Elora next 
weekend as the annual Grand River Truck and Tractor pull rolls into town 
Aug. 27. Featuring a whole afternoon of truck and tractor fun, things kick 
off at 1 p.m. For more info: 669-1834. 
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Chicken Souvlaki....................$4900
OMEGA Breast.........................$4200
Chicken Breast Nuggets........$2500
Chicken Breast Fingers..........$3600
Chicken Breast Burgers.........$2900
Chicken Drumsticks...............$1200
Whole OMEGA 3 Chicken......$229

Government 
Inspected

698-9930 • 698-2213
Call to
Order

All products made with OMEGA 3, 
drug free Roasting Chickens

CASE (4KG)

CASE (4KG)

50 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
150-160 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
85-88 PIECES/CASE

CASE (4KG)
40 4oz BURGERS/CASE

CASE (4KG)

/LB
AVERAGE 5-7 LBS

NEW FOR 2005 
GLACIAL 
TREASURE

Farm     
  Fresh!
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turns of fish from the 
one-plus fish we stocked 
this year, but we’re also 
seeing fish that have 
over-wintered from the 
one-plus fish we stocked 
last year, as well as some 
of the young-of-the-year, 
both from last year and 
this year. So all of the life 
stages we’ve been stock-
ing we’re seeing some 
representation in the 
catches that we’re getting 
here,” said Cornelisse, 
who noted the yearlings 

tage aircraft, combat ve-
hicles proved to be the 
most popular with the 
F-18 Hornet proving to be 
this year’s biggest draw. 
Not to be outdone, long 
lineups could also be 
seen in front of the Avro 
Lancaster. 

“The Lancaster is the 
show-stopper. It’s the only 
flying Lancaster in the 
world. That is probably one 
of the most rare airplanes 
on earth,” said Moffit.  

Tom Dawson of Cam-
bridge brought his son 
Gerrit, 4, out for a tour 
of the classic bomber. 
“It’s great and I’m really 
pleased with the day. He 
[Gerrit] loved the tour of 

the plane,” he said. “He 
loves watching the planes 
take off from our house, 
but it’s more exciting to 
be able to come out here 
and touch them.” 

In addition to the planes, 
the event featured a si-
lent auction, informa-
tion booths, pilot train-
ing seminars, sightsee-
ing tours and helicopter 
rides. In its first incarna-
tion, the Region of Water-
loo International Airport 
was constructed in 1950 
and was home to the Wa-
terloo-Wellington Flying 
Club. The airport is now 
open 24 hours a day, and 
has private and recre-
ational traffic as well as 
charter traffic from local 

businesses.
The successful day fin-

ished with one last show, 
as planes took to the 
skies.

“It was hard to get the 
crowd out of here. As the 
planes started to depart 
and go up, people just want-
ed to stay…and we had to 
close the field by 5 p.m. But 
it was good. I think people 
were treated to a little bit of 
flying and that was great,” 
said Moffit. 

To the delight of par-
ticipants and organizers 
alike, the sun made a wel-
come appearance. 

“It turned out the weath-
er broke on Friday night. 
It was a great day,” Moffit 
said.

Sky high success 

and adult fish are clipped 
prior to their initial re-
lease so they can be iden-
tified during subsequent 
monitoring.

Young-of-the-year, he add-
ed, aren’t clipped. “We can 
look at the size of the fish. 
We know the (young-of-
the-year) should be about 
10 cm long right about 
now, whereas some of the 
[young-of-the-year] from 
last year would be in the 
order of 20 cm long now.”

Not only are the fish sur-
viving, the biologist con-

tinued, they’re spreading 
out to some of the river’s 
warmer water. The water 
is coolest at the dam and 
increases in temperature 
as it heads down stream.

“We were surprised by 
the number of fish we got 
there (Hawkesville area), 
compared to last year. 
We didn’t get as many 
last year and we kind of 
thought the tail water 
fishery was getting too 
warm below Hwy. 86,” he 
said. “It’s showing there’s 
some variability there.”

Continued from page 21

Continued from page 21

Brown trout thriving 
in Conestoga River
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OWEN ROBERTS  
IS ON VACTION.

RURAL ROUTES 
WILL RETURN 
NEXT WEEK.
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MEASURING UP Fish taken from the river were 
measured and weighed by MNR workers, including 
Christina Simpson, to see if stocking efforts have taken 
hold. Findings show it has, and the fish are moving 
further downstream than previously observed.

A SLIPPERY CATCH Colin Oaks of the MNR holds 
one of the fish captured, and later released, this week 
in the Conestogo River. The fish were shocked to make 
them easier to net, but quickly return to action.

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

THE AVIATOR Dressed in a First World War era uniform, Edward Soye (right) was on-hand to educate 
visitors about his aircraft-of-choice: the British S.E.5 biplane. One of those visitors included Region of 
Waterloo International Airport’s employee Jenn Bunghardt. KYLE REA
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DEATH NOTICES
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For more than two years, the 
sound of hammers and saws 
echoed through the sanctuary 

at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 
Conestogo. 

Since fire ripped through their church 
in Aug. 2003, the congregation has been 
repairing and adding to their beloved 
100-year-old structure. The noise will 
cease as the church marks an end to 
construction and change with the dedi-
cation of a new addition Sept. 11. 

Back in Oct. 2004, the congregation 
began their new 2,400 square foot ad-
dition, which adds a wheelchair lift, 
new meeting rooms and office space as 
well as a library to the existing church 
structure. 

“It has been quite a bit of work [but] 
it’ll be done soon. It gives us a bit more 
room to expand for activities and group 
work. The meeting room is a bit bigger 
and we never had a library before… so 
that will be new,” said Louise Stroh, 
chairperson of the worship and music 
committee. She noted construction is 
now entering its final stage.  “There’s an 
entrance being done this week from the 
second floor to go into the balcony of the 
church – that will be the last construc-
tion and they’re working on that now. 
Next week they are going to work on the 
landscaping and everything should be 
done by [Sept. 11].”

The addition is not the only major 
structural change at St. Matthew’s. 

On Aug. 16, 2003 fire ripped through 
the church, causing some $600,000 in 
damage and forcing the congregation 

out of their church for more than a year. 
It wasn’t until Sept. 2004 that renova-
tions were complete – St Matthew’s wor-
shipped at the nearby fellowship hall in 
the interim. Almost immediately after 
the fire repairs were done, the congre-
gation embarked on it’s ambitious addi-
tion. 

“It’s been two years and I think we’re 
all kind of anxious to get on with life. 
It’s beautiful though, really beautiful,” 
Karen Reist, former chairperson of St. 
Matthew’s Church said. “It’s a major ad-
dition. We’ve added some extra rooms 
and some extra meeting space and offic-
es. It’s quite a nice addition. We’ve kept 
the side of the church [visible] so when 
you see [it], the stain glass windows are 
there. It’s really very nice.”

Parishioners who are curious about 
the new addition will have to wait a bit 
longer before they can get in, explained 
Stroh. 

“After this week, when there’s no dan-
ger of things falling on people, they can 
go in and look around. But officially it 
will be at the dedication service.”

The dedication will begin on Sept. 11 
at 10 a.m. 

Construction season ends for church
Conestogo church wraps up two years of construction with dedication service set for Sept. 11. 

ANSTETT (Fischer), Patricia Theresa
Of Mildmay, passed away at South Bruce Grey Health Centre, 
Walkerton on Monday, August 15, 2005 in her 80th year.

Local relatives are son Brian Anstett and his wife Georgina of 
Elmira.

COTIE, Lucille Dorothy (nee Niergarth)
Passed away peacefully, at Grey Bruce Health Centre in South-
ampton, on Monday, August 15, 2005, at the age of 77 years.

Lucile grew up in St. Jacobs.

WAGLER, Katie B.
Passed away peacefully, on Tuesday, August 16, 2005, at Nith-
view Home in New Hamburg. Katie was formerly of Millbank, 
born in Wellesley township 90 years ago.

YEARS OF WORK A Sept. dedication ceremony for the new addition at Conestogo’s St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church will bring an end to two years of construction melding the old 100 year structure  in with 
more modern ammenities. Church officials like Louise Stroh are pleased with the progress. KYLE REA
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING SPECIALISTS
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FAMILYALBUM
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Offering a slice-of-
life from an age 
long past, the Wa-

terloo County Steam 
Threshers Reunion 
makes its 10th annual re-
turn to the Elmira area 
Aug. 26-27. 

Plenty of seasonal food 
and activities should 
help make this year’s cel-
ebration a success. And 

Ten years in the making for Steam Threshers
Organizers hope 10th annual Stream Threshers reunion blessed by good weather, large crowds

with close to 100 dem-
onstrators on board, all 
organizers need is some 
cooperation from Mother 
Nature, said chairperson 
Dennis Freeman. 

“I’m expecting to have 
just as good a turnout if the 
weather cooperates. Last 
year was sort of a rainout, 
so if we have nice weather 
I expect it to be better than 
last year,” he said, noting 
more than 700 people made 
it out last time around. 

The reunion kicks off 
Thursday morning at 
Mark Culp’s farm – 2010 
Floradale Road – with a 
traditional breakfast run 
to the Crossroads restau-
rant. On Friday, the fes-
tival will officially open. 
The events of the day in-
clude an auction, music 
from the Gospel Echoes 
singers and performanc-
es by the Greenwood 
Hill bluegrass band. The 
day will wrap up with a 

corn roast, when visitors 
can enjoy corn cooked by 
the steam engines them-
selves.

Saturday starts bright 
and early with steam 
threshing demonstra-
tions at 10 a.m. Featuring 
equipment from the turn 
of the century, log-saw-
ing, plowing and ditch-
digging demonstrations 
will take place through-
out the day. 

“I hope the reunion edu-

cates the younger gen-
eration about how people 
used to do things years 
ago. It’s basically a fun 
show to do, to show how 
things were done years 
ago,” Freeman noted.

Wagon rides, a tractor 
rodeo and pedal tractor 
pull are also on tap. 

As a new addition, Free-
man said they’re going to 
have a tractor race after 
lunch, which will have a 
bit of a twist.  

“Instead of a fast race 
we’re going to have a slow 
race with some tractors: 
to see whose tractor can 
go the slowest,” he said. 

The reunion closes 
on Saturday afternoon 
(Aug.28) with a parade. 

All proceeds from this 
year’s festivities will go to 
the Gospel Echoes Prison 
Ministry and the Elmira 
and District Association 
for Community Living. 
For more info: 669-9205.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY BIRTH NOTICE

THANK YOU

HAPPY 75TH 

BIRTHDAY 
MINA SEIFRIED!

Love from 
your grandchildren 

Breyer, Kate & Madelyn

RALPH
LEHMAN

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
DADDY!

Love Your Little Girl
P.S. Can I have the 

car tonight? Love Julie, Lori and kids

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 

TO THE 
GORD 

WANNABEES 

FERGUSON
Dan and Carmen (nee 
Heuchert) of Oakville are 
thrilled parents of a beau-
tiful baby girl. Madeline 
Viktoria arrived on August 
4, 2005, weighing 3.19kg 
(7lbs 1/2oz)
She is the first grandchild 
for Kurt and Anita Heuch-
ert, of Waterloo and sec-
ond grandchild for Peter 
and Sheila Ferguson of 
Conestogo.
Madeline is welcomed by 
Auntie Lynn and Marsha, 
Uncle Chris and Marlin and 
Cousin Emily.

Thanks

It’s a Girl!

We would like to Thank many 
people for their participation 
in this year’s Big Person Little 
Person Canoe Trip for Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters of KW 
(BBBSKW).  

Although the final numbers 
are not in, 19 families were 
able to raise close to $4,000 
to purchase booster seats for 
BBBSKW that they need to 
comply with the new provincial 
law on booster seats.  

Special thanks go out to the 
Calder family and the Denomme 
family who raised $1,020 and 
$1,000 respectively.

Thanks so much to the many 
companies and individuals that 
support this great event. 
Planning Committee, Bill & Brenda 
McBay, Dave & Jen Bates, Rick & 
Brenda Denomme & Pat Lackenbauer

IT JUST MEANS SO MUCH MORE...
WHEN IT’S IN THE OBSERVER!

Show ‘em  you  care!
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REALESTATE
THE BIGGEST READERSHIP IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY

THE GREATEST RESULTS TO SELL YOUR HOME
*Ask your Realtor to list your home with Woolwich Observer — get results.
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOC.  BROKER

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com
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669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
BRAD MARTIN

Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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Spacious single family homes, many with cathedral 
ceilings and luxury ensuites. Sizes range from 1,500 
to 2,200 sq. ft., with prices starting at $234,900. 
Semi-detached homes starting at $194,900. Visit our 
models and sales office at 87 Kingfisher Drive.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30

�����������
Sales Representative

������������
Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Running in your dreams not quite as useful as the real thing
Q.  In what parts of the world 
might you encounter the 
stickiest, ghastliest summer 
heat?  

A.  Bangkok, Thailand 
is one tough place to keep 
your cool, with average 
highs in the upper 90’s 
and minimums in the low-
er 80’s for 6 months of the 
year, says Penn State me-
teorologist Paul Knight.  
A simple way to measure 
the discomfort level is to 
combine the air tempera-
ture (measured in the 
shade at 1.5 meters above 
the ground) with the dew 
point, the temperature 
where the air becomes 
saturated and condensa-
tion occurs.  Combined 
values over 160 are very 
uncomfortable and 170 
is downright oppressive.  
The lack of ventilation 
plus other heat sources 
in a large city such as 

Bangkok only add to the 
stifling atmosphere.

Some of the worst dis-
comfort levels may be 
found in the southeastern 
U.S., with its high conti-
nental temperatures and 
very high dew points ex-
acerbated by moisture 
coming up from the Gulf 
of Mexico, says University 
of Missouri atmospheric 
scientist Anthony Lupo.  
Highest recorded dew 
points occur in the Mid-
dle East, surrounding the 
Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and 
the Persian Gulf, adds 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity climatologist Barry 
Keim.  Such soaring dew 
points are common in hot 
places with vast areas of 
shallow water that also 
get heated up.  The ab-
solute highest dew point 
ever measured was 95 F 
at Dhahran, Saudi Ara-

bia, on July 8, 2003.  
Q.  From a Salem, Ore. reader:  
“I was a jogger up until re-
cently when health problems 
hit.  Now I find myself often 
running in my dreams.  Can 
these somnolent workouts in 
any way help me stay fit?”

A.  The answer is both 
“no” and “yes,” says Har-
vard psychologist Jason 
Mitchell.  During REM 
sleep (for “rapid eye move-
ments”) when most dream-
ing occurs, the body’s 
muscles are paralyzed, 
presumably to keep us 
from acting out the events 
of our dreams.  So you can 
forget a “body” workout 
during dozing — sorry!

On the other hand, evi-

dence is mounting that 
sleep aids “consolidation” 
of new memories, proba-
bly including procedural 
memories like those in-
volved in learning to play 
golf, swing a tennis rack-
et, or ride a snowboard.  
How sleep does this is un-
clear – is it the dreaming 
or something else?

Still, there’s a good 
chance dreams are useful 
as a sort of run-through 
mental rehearsal for new 
motor behaviors.  “But 
since you probably al-
ready know how to jog 
and your muscles gener-
ally don’t move during 
REM sleep, you probably 
want to switch your noc-

turnal sport of choice!”
Q.  A newspaper horoscope 
blows in through your open 
office window:  “Once you 
make up your mind, you take 
a firm stand,” it says.  Now 
might this affect how you 
talk with your colleagues and 
family the rest of the day?

A.  Don’t rule it out, un-
less you’ve got stout re-
solve and already know 
about the “Barnum ef-
fect,” named after circus 
showman P.T. Barnum 
who said, “There’s a suck-
er born every minute.”  In 
an experiment by Rich-
ard Petty and Timothy 
Brock, volunteers were 
given a phony personality 
test, then half were told it 
revealed their firmness 
after making up their 
minds, the other half that 
“You’re open-minded, 
able to see both sides of 
any issue.”  Though these 

were applied totally at 
random, almost all the 
test-takers felt the traits 
fit them to a tee.

And guess what?  They 
then turned right around 
and put the characteriza-
tions into practice!  In 
the final part of the ex-
periment, the volunteers 
were asked their views on 
two controversial issues.  
Those pegged as open-
minded now tended to give 
arguments on both sides, 
while those described as 
firm and resolute tended 
to stick to points support-
ing a single side.

To social scientists, this 
is the “subjective valida-
tion effect.”  For all of 
us, it’s a caution about 
surrendering our own 
personalities in favor of 
social beliefs and expec-
tations coming from the 
outside.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Spirit of Elmira Painting Contest Fund raising event 
for the new Woolwich Community Recreation Centre. 
Elmira Home Hardware presents all local artists an 
opportunity to express what Elmira means to them 
through their craft. For full details, please visit us at 22 
Arthur St. W., Elmira, or call  669-3367.
New Support Available for Caregivers Woolwich 
Community Services and Community Care Concepts 
are working together to provide a new support to 
caregivers living in our community. This new support 
program will be offered at St. James Lutheran Church 
in Elmira on Wednesday evenings this fall; Sept. 28, 
Oct. 26 and Nov. 30 from 5 – 8 p.m. To register please 
contact Lorraine Weber at 664-3794. 
New Respite Program offered by Community Care 
Concepts every Wednesday beginning in Sept. from 5 
– 9 p.m. This allows caregivers to attend the caregiver 
support sessions monthly and will allow them to have 
some personal time. This program will take place at 
Community Care Concepts day program on Barnswallow 
Dr., Elmira. Transportation is available upon request. 
For information please contact Community Care Access 
at 669-3023. 

August 22
Gentle Step Toward Fitness Registration is ongoing  
for the session Sept. 13 – Nov. 1. Cost $20. Tues. 10:30 
– 11:30 a.m. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-
3794. 
Gentle Aerobics Registration is ongoing  for the session 
Sept. 15 – Nov. 3. Thurs. 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. Cost $20. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Gentle Moves Registration is ongoing for the session 
Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 7 – 8 p.m. Cost $19.25. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Better Bones Morning  Registration is ongoing  for the 
session Sept. 14 – Nov. 2. Wed. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Cost 
$22. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Better Bones Evening Registration is ongoing  for the 
session Sept. 12 – Oct. 31. Mon. 5:45 – 6:45 p.m. Cost 
$19.25. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.

August 22 continued
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Registration 
is on going  for the session Sept. 19 – Nov. 4. Mon., 
Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 - 10 a.m. Cost $44. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Registration 
is ongoing  for the session Sept. 20 – Nov. 3. Tues. & 
Thurs. 7-8 p.m. Cost $38.50. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre 664-3794.

September 4
6th Annual Standardbred Only Horse Show 10 a.m. at 
the Country Heritage Park in Milton. This year’s show 
offers 13 classes in total ranging from halter, English and 
western performance, fun classes, two pleasure driving 
classes and more. A great family day with a trade show, 
great horses and great people. For more information on 
how to register your standardbred  or about the day call 
Ontario Standardbred Adoption Society (905) 812-7408 
or email: osas@bellnet.ca

September 18
Woolwich Trails Group Hike 2 p.m. Discover the new trail 
system at Thomasfield Homes in Breslau. Enjoy the new 
trail system as part of the new Thomasfield residential 
development. Meet in Breslau at Denison Print, 61 
Woolwich St., N. Trail rating: stone dust trail plus earthen 
natural path on varying topography. 
Concert Series – Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 
685 Highpoint Ave., at Northfield, Waterloo, invites you 
to the start of their 2005 – 2006 concert series. The first 
concert will feature Gospel Elvis, a.k.a. Jim Anderson  at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Everyone welcome, free-will offering.  For 
information contact the church at 888-7870.

September 25
The Torchmen Quartet – Canada’s premier Southern 
Gospel quartet will be performing at Calvary United Church, 
St. Jacobs (wheelchair accessible) on Sunday evening at 
7 p.m. Everyone is welcome. A free-will offering will be 
received and refreshments will follow the concert. 
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hey kids, i’m chewy!
i just want to remind 

you that school is just 
around the corner. come 
in and get your cool new 
haircut before august 31st 

and save $2.00 
on your cut.

haircuts 
for kids...

discover how 
much fun a 

haircut can be!

�

��

$2
save 

$2.00 off 
your 

next cut
offer expires aug 31, 2005
please present coupon.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Duffers did their part 
to stop relationship 
violence at the 11th 

annual Jeanne Renault 
Golf Classic Aug. 11. 

More than 90 golfers 
gathered at the Conestogo 
Golf Course for the event, 
raising $12,000 for Wool-
wich Community Ser-
vices’ Family Violence 
Prevention Program. 

“It was a great day and a 

Golfers take aim at violence prevention
Charity golf tournament raises $12,000 for violence prevention program

great tournament again. 
The money raised will 
be very important to us 
when we begin provid-
ing our program again 
in the fall,” said director 
Don Harloff. Last year, 
the tournament raised 
$15,000 – their most suc-
cessful year-to-date. “We 
had a few less golfers this 
year so we didn’t raise as 
much money as we hoped 
for, but it was still a suc-
cessful fundraiser.

“It certainly is one of 

our best fundraisers and 
without it, we can’t offer 
the programs and servic-
es that we do offer. It’s ex-
tremely important to us.”

WCS goes into area 
schools to educate stu-
dents on the warning 
signs of violence and 
abuse. 

“In the past year, we’ve 
been able to go into ev-
ery school in Woolwich 
and part of Wellesley. 
This was the first year 
we were able to go into all 

the schools,” said Harloff. 
“We’re sending a pretty 
powerful message and 
hopefully we’ll see a re-
duction in violent behav-
ior and violent relation-
ships at the high school 
level and beyond. 

“We want to continue to 
help individuals in abu-
sive relationships, but we 
also want to help people 
to prevent getting into 
those situations.”

The tournament is 
named in honour of 
Jeanne Renault, who 
spearheaded the family 
violence prevention pro-
gram in 1991. She died 
in 1994 – the same year 
the tournament was first 
held.

“It was originally called 
the Family Violence Pre-
vention golf tournament 
but became the Jeanne 
Renault golf tournament 

a few years later. To rec-
ognize Jeanne and her 
achievements, we decid-
ed to change the name of 
our tournament.”

In addition to drawing 
golfers out, more than 
30 businesses sponsored 
holes and golf carts for 
the event. 

“It’s all very impor-
tant to the success of the 
tournament,” Harloff ac-
knowledged.

KEEPING IT CLEAN

KYLE REA

SPACE-AGE FUN

HELPING HANDS Taking a break from their normal Woolwich Summer Playground activities, Johan 
Harris (left), Brooklyn Bowman, Peter Jones and Robin Porter lend a hand by picking up some garbage 
along the Health Valley Trail in St. Jacobs Aug. 16. The activity was part of the group’s Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle week. KYLE REA

OUT OF THIS 
WORLD Four-
year-old Julia 
S o m m e r v i l l e 
and her grand-
mother, Janet 
Jones, used 
tinsel, glue and 
sparkles to cre-
ate their own 
comet at the 
Bloomingdale 
Library Aug. 
18. Both ladies 
joined some 30 
other children 
for Blast Off!, a 
space-themed 
reading event 
offered at Re-
gion of Water-
loo libraries 
throughout the 
summer. 



V I S I T  Y O U R  PA R T I C I PAT I N G  C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ®, D O D G E  R E TA I L E R  O R  D A I M L E R C H R Y S L E R . C A  
Wise customers read the fine print: *, ‡, ∆ Limited time offers not to be combined with other offers and apply to retail deliveries only. Freight, licence, insurance, registration, $50 PPSA, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes extra. Retailer trade may be necessary.
Employee Pricing PLUS offer valid on all 2005 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge vehicles excluding SRT 8 and Sprinter. Financing is subject to approval by DaimlerChrysler Financial. See retailer for specific pricing details and conditions. Retailers are free to set individual prices. * Retailer discounts
available on models shown as follows: Ram 1500 models (excluding Ram SRT-10): $1,000; Durango models: $2,500; TJ (excluding Unlimited models): $2,850; Grand Caravan 28S models: $3,500; SX 2.0 (excluding SRT-4 models): $3,500. Maximum retailer discount of $5,500 is
available on 2005 Caravan and Grand Caravan 28C and 28G models. For Magnum models, Employee Pricing PLUS includes great low purchase or lease financing only. ‡ Employee Price excludes air conditioning tax (where applicable), freight ($1,000 for SX 2.0; $1,050 for TJ; $1,200
for Caravan and Magnum; $1,225 for Ram and Durango), licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees and applicable taxes. ∆ 0% purchase financing up to 36 months on all TJ models. Example: $18,000 financed at 0% for 36 months, monthly payment is $500,

cost of borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $18,000. 0% purchase financing up to 48 months on all Ram 1500 models (excluding SRT-10). Example: $34,800 financed at 0% for 48 months, monthly payment is $725, cost of
borrowing is $0 and the total obligation is $34,800. 1.8% purchase financing up to 36 months on all Durango models. Example: $36,000 financed at 1.8% for 36 months, monthly payment is $1,027.99, the cost of borrowing is
$1,007.64 and the total obligation is $37,007.64. 3.8% purchase financing up to 36 months on all Grand Caravan models. Example: $25,200 financed at 3.8% for 36 months, monthly payment is $741.76, the cost of borrowing 
is $1,503.36 and the total obligation is $26,703.36. 3.8% purchase financing up to 36 months on all Magnum models. Example: $34,740 financed at 3.8% for 36 months, monthly payment is $1,022.58, the cost of borrowing is
$2,072.88 and the total obligation is $36,812.88. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

OFFER EXTENDED TO SEPTEMBER 6TH!

2005 DODGE SX 2.0
Base MSRP Employee Price
$18,100

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB® SLT 4X4
Base MSRP Employee Price
$39,130 $34,293‡

after dealer discount

Plus
purchase 
financing for
48 months0%∆

2005 DODGE MAGNUM RT

2005 DODGE DURANGO SLT 4X4
Base MSRP Employee Price
$42,865 $36,300‡

after dealer discount

Plus
purchase 
financing for
36 months1.8%∆

Base MSRP Employee Price
$31,725

Plus
purchase 
financing for
36 months3.8%∆

Plus
purchase 
financing for
36 months3.8%∆

2005 JEEP TJ SE 4X4
Base MSRP Employee Price
$23,025 $18,181‡

after dealer discount

Plus
purchase 
financing for
36 months0%∆

TJ shown 
with available
half doors

Thousands of Canadians have taken 
advantage of our Employee Pricing. 

We’ve extended it for the rest of you.

2005 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN WITH

$13,119‡

after dealer discount

$25,211‡

after dealer discount

Base MSRP Employee Price
$37,595 $34,716‡

after dealer discount
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