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VOISIN CHRYSLER
  Welcome 
Back Mike!

Voisin Chrysler is pleased to welcome Mike Straus 
back to our service team of professionals.

As Service Manager, Mike brings almost 40 years of 
Chrysler Automobile knowledge with him. Come and ex-
perience our friendly small town family atmosphere here 
at Voisins, where customer satisfaction is a priority.

Mike invites friends and customers to come on in and 
renew an old friendship or start a new one.

Mike Straus

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Flames spread quickly through an 
Ament Line storage barn last Sat-
urday (Apr. 2), fed by its “greasy” 
contents, a burning acetylene 

torch and strong winds. The blaze sent a 
constant stream of black smoke, visible 
20 kilometres away, into the sky through-
out the afternoon.

At the fire’s peak, flames licked 20 me-
tres into the air.

“The whole place was a greasy mess,” 
Linwood station fire chief Lester Greig 
told the Observer. “It went quick. It was 
fully-involved when we arrived; the 
flames were out the doors already.”

The fire broke out shortly after 2 p.m., 
attracting firefighters from the Linwood 
and St. Clements stations to 4352 Ament 
Line. A Wellesley Village tanker truck 
was also called in to haul water to the 
scene. Within 45 minutes little remained 
of the barn but piles of burning rubble.

“Greasy” 
storage 
barn  up 
in flames
Sparks from acetylene torch 

ignite fire that destroys 
barn, damages greenhouses

RICHARD VIVIAN

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Concerned about the 
potential loss of the 
First Street visitor 
centre, a group of 

Elmira residents this week 
pressed Woolwich council to 

keep the facility open. Led by 
the BIA, the group said relo-
cating the centre could prove 
harmful to businesses in Elmi-
ra.

The plea comes as the town-
ship considers a proposal to 
serve tourists from a new St. 
Jacobs location.

Councillors, however, cau-
tioned the group that no de-
cisions have been made: the 
township is simply consider-
ing a project suggested by St. 
Jacobs Country. Under the pro-
posal, the township would of-
fer visitor services from an old 
farm house located on a high-

profile site near the farmers’ 
market.

“The BIA feels strongly that 
the relocation of the informa-
tion centre would have a nega-
tive impact on the downtown 
core, and other commercial 
retail services in Elmira,” 
Rob Brown, the organization’s 

chair, said at the Apr. 5 com-
mittee-of-the-whole meeting.

More than just a stop for 
tourists, the facility – once 
the home of the former Elmi-
ra and Woolwich Chamber of 
Commerce – also serves as a 
community resource, offer-

FIRE SPREAD QUICKLY  This storage barn fire on Ament Line last Saturday (Apr. 2) spread through the structure quickly; within 45 minutes the building started 
to fall.
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No one was injured in 
the blaze. However, the 
storage barn and its con-
tents were completely 
destroyed and several 
connecting plastic green-
houses were damaged. 
Overall damage from the 
fire, Greig suggested, will 
likely be in the $200,000 
to $300,000 range.

“[My sons] were torch-
ing and the sparks from 
the torch got into the 
varsol,” owner John 
Burkhart explained of 
how the fire started. His 
sons, Ely and Andrew, 
were repairing some 
equipment inside the 
barn at the time.

After noticing the fire, 
the sons immediately ran 
for a fire extinguisher, but 
it was empty, Burkhart 
added. 

However, noted Greig, 
the torch was either left 
burning or itself caught 
fire. As a result, the acet-
ylene continued to feed 
the flames and hastened 
their spread throughout 
the structure.

“Our main [concern] 
was to look after the oth-
er buildings,” Greig said. 
“It was defensive mode; 
we weren’t going to go 
into [the storage barn] at 
all. We knew there was 
nobody inside anymore.”

While the storage barn 
burned, firefighters 
sprayed water on two 
fuel tanks immediately 
beside the structure, and 
a second barn about 15 
metres to the east. Water 
turned to steam as it hit 
the side of the neighbour-

ing information to many 
local residents, including 
school kids working on 
projects, he said.

“Since the loss of the 
Elmira chamber of com-
merce, our existing in-
formation centre has 
become not only an in-
formation and tourist 
centre, but has taken on 
a chamber role for our 
local industry, retail and 
service businesses.”

For fellow BIA executive 
member Krista Ruppel, 
the issue raises the ques-
tion of whose interests 
will be served by a St. Ja-
cobs-based centre. Mem-
bers fear the consequenc-
es an outlet dominated by 
businesses in the village, 
as well as suggestions the 
City of Waterloo may get 
involved.

A centre focused on that 
border area may not be 
interested in sending 
visitors up the road to 
Elmira, she suggested.

Businesses start petition drive 
to keep visitor centre in Elmira

“We were concerned, 
with Wal-Mart’s develop-
ment right around the 
corner, that we’re al-
ready going to be facing 
some challenges with our 
downtown: business is 
going to be pulled away 
in a lot of cases. This may 
seem like a trivial thing 
moving the centre to St. 
Jacobs, but it’s just one 
more thing pulling peo-
ple away from Elmira.”

Speakers presented 
council with petitions 
bearing more than 250 
signatures of residents, 
mostly from Elmira busi-
nesses, opposed to clos-
ing the existing visitor 
centre.

Coun. Pat McLean, 
chairing the meeting, 
reminded audience mem-
bers the township is sim-
ply having discussions 
with St. Jacobs Country 
and Mercedes Corp. The 
project involves a $1-per-
year lease of the so-called 
“yellow house,” a refur-

bished farm home at 844 
Weber St. N. owned by 
Mercedes.

“We have a proposal. 
We have not made any 
decisions; we have not 
even investigated all of 
the information yet,” she 
said.

“There has been no de-
cision as to whether this 
one (Elmira) will close 
if they open one down 
there,” added Coun. Ruby 
Weber, who stressed the 
visitor services would 
continue to be offered by 
the municipality, focus-
ing on the entire town-
ship as it does now.

“It’s our job to provide a 
visitor centre to the visi-
tors – the visitors happen 
to be in St. Jacobs.”

That explanation, how-
ever, left Elmira resident 
Abner Martin unsatis-
fied.

A guide for the step-on 
bus tours offered from 
the Elmira facility, Mar-
tin christened the de-

bate a David-and-Goliath 
struggle.

“Our possible replace-
ment is business driven, 
and does not relate to 
Woolwich Township as 
it has a Waterloo address 
and a Waterloo telephone 
number. I wonder, will 
the information be unbi-
ased as to business, shop-
ping, dining and bed-and-
breakfasts?”

For chief administra-
tive officer Peter Sim-
mons, who is spearhead-
ing the discussions, 
the overriding issue is 
financial: which option 
makes economic sense. 
The answers still re-
main unknown, and no 
decision can be made 
until all the facts are in, 
he said.

Currently, the township 
budgets approximately 
$21,000 for visitor servic-
es – expenses of $47,000 
are offset by revenues 
of $26,000, largely from 
step-on bus tours.

Continued from cover

ing barn.
“The wind was going 

the right direction for us, 
too. Normally, the wind 
comes from the west here, 
but that day it was com-
ing from the north and 
it actually blew [the heat 
and smoke] away from 
the barn and away from 

the house. We couldn’t 
have asked for anything 
better,” the station chief 
commented.

In all, about 48,000 gal-
lons of water were used 
at the scene – taken from 
the reservoir under the 
former Linwood commu-
nity centre and fire hy-

drants in St. Clements.
While the barn burned 

quickly, firefighters re-
mained on the scene until 
about 7 p.m., dousing hot 
spots to ensure there were 
no flare-ups. A backhoe 
was called in to spread 
out the debris so firefight-
ers could gain access.

$200-300K damage in barn fire
Continued from cover

PAT MERLIHAN

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

THE AFTERMATH  Wellesley township firefighters work to pack up their hoses and other equipment used 
to extinguish the storage barn fire.

VISIBLE FROM AFAR Billowing black smoke could be seen 
for more than 20 kilometres away.

COOL DOWN A firefighter douses the wall to 
reduce heat damage to an adjacent building.
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Teammates on ice

   ▼ SPRING MEANS THE SAP IS FLOWING... AND SO CAN YOUR SALES WHEN YOU ADVERTISE WITH THE NUMBER ONE NEWS SOURCE. OPERATORS ARE STANDING BY.

Elmira man arrested in 
Puslinch Twp. thefts

HILARY LONG

Conestogo boy 
arrested for high 

school fight, stabbing

Damage pegged at 
$180K; cause of house 

fire undetermined

Bloomingdale man 
still in custody from 

charges laid last week
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A 19-year-old Elmira man faces a pair 
of charges after police were called to in-
vestigate a series of thefts from vehicles 
in Puslinch township. Wellington County 
O.P.P. responded to Swastika Trail at 
1:31 a.m. last Sunday (Apr. 3) and ar-
rested two males, including Thomas 
MacWhirter of Elmira.
MacWhirter was charged with ‘trespass 

by night’ and theft under $5,000. Chris-
topher Cook, 18, of no fixed address was 
also arrested. He faces charges of ‘prowl by 
night,’ theft under $5,000 and possession 
of a controlled substance (marijuana). 
The suspects are scheduled to appear in 

a Guelph court May 2 to answer to the 
charges.

A Breslau home suffered $180,000 in 
damage after a fire broke out in a base-
ment crawl space shortly before 6 p.m. 
Mar. 31. Maryhill and Conestogo fire-
fighters kept the blaze contained to the 
concrete crawl space, but heavy heat and 
smoke damage was reported throughout 
the Elroy Road home.
No one was injured in the incident.
In order to access the crawl space 

– hard to reach because of thick black 
smoke and heat – firefighters used a 
chainsaw to cut a hole through the liv-
ingroom floor.
Representatives from the Electri-

cal Safety Authority were called in to 
investigate the source of the fire, but 
were unable to determine a specific 
cause; it’s officially reported as unde-
termined.
The home – noted Maryhill fire chief 

Kevin Karley – had no working smoke 
detectors at the time of the blaze.

A knife attack outside a Kitchener high 
school Apr. 1 has resulted in weapons 
charges against four youths, including a 
17-year-old Conestogo boy.
According to police, a group of youths 

were involved in a fight outside Forest 
Heights Collegiate Institute in the after-
noon when two teenagers suffered knife 
wounds and a third was injured. The vic-
tims were taken to Grand River Hospital 
by ambulance, where they were treated 
and released.
The Conestogo boy – who can’t be 

identified under the Youth Criminal Jus-
tice Act – was subsequently charged 
with assault with a weapon and breach 
of probation. Three other youths were 
also charged. 
None of the suspects currently attend 

the high school, police noted.

A Bloomingdale-area man remains in 
custody in Orangeville after he was ap-
prehended by Caledon O.P.P and Water-
loo Regional police at his residence Mar. 
31.  
Alvaro Brilhante, 47, faces two counts 

of assault, nine counts of uttering death 
threats and one count of obstruction of 
justice for a number of incidents that 
occurred in Caledon between 2001 and 
early 2005. Brilhante appeared in Duffer-
in County Court several times this week, 
including a bail hearing on April 7. 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Not reserved for Romeo’s Juliet, 
parting is also such sweet sorrow 
for a group of area ringette play-
ers, members of the same squad 

for seven years. Until now, that is. Stepping 
off the ice together for perhaps the last time 
on Tuesday evening, the girls are set to go 
their separate ways.

Despite back-to-back championship losses, 
the young ladies have plenty of successful 
seasons, not to mention fond memories, to 
reflect on.

All eight members of the St. Clements 
Belles have been playing together since the 
age of 10.

“It’s kind of sad that we’re going off to dif-
ferent schools, but it was a really good year 
to end off on,” noted team member Brittany 
Leis.

“Once you play with girls for so long you 
know that you can rely on each other,” add-
ed teammate Emily Brubacher.  “You [re-
ally] get to know them.”

The squad went 18-2 in its regular season 
schedule to earn first-place in the Belle 
houseleague division, and a match-up 

St. Clements ringette players go their separate ways after seven years together
against Hanover in the finals. Tuesday’s 
(Apr. 5) championship game was very 
close:  the girls pulled within one goal with 
just a minute remaining, but were unable 
to nab an equalizer. The final was 6-5.

The ladies had a similar game Mar. 28 
when they faced Tillsonburg in the finals 
of the Western Region year-end ringette 
tournament in Guelph. The result was 
also a one-goal heartache, this time 5-4.

“Our last two games were [close] – when 
we lose, that’s always what they are,” said 
Brittany.

“We never get blown away,” added Emily. 
“We never let a team walk all over us.”

Those losses will not be a damper on the 
girls’ recollection of their time together. 
Rather, the memories will focus on the 
good times … and the embarrassing.

“We were up 5-3 and there were only 
a couple of minutes left to play. I went to 
pass it back to the goalie and it went in,” 
Emily recalled of last year’s regional tour-
nament in Barrie.

“At first we were upset. I [thought] ‘if we 
lose this game because Emily scored on 
our own goalie, I don’t know if she’s ever 
going to live it down.’ When we won, it 
was fine and we laughed at it, but it took 

awhile,” Brittany continued.
“I think the most memorable moments 

aren’t necessarily on the ice, but when we 
just have time to be together.”

“Especially since we’ve been so close for so 
many years,” noted Emily.

Both girls added that shopping, socializing 
and a fondness for tournament away games 
were high points of their ringette careers. 

Watching the ups and downs of the girls’ 
years together has been Rebecca Hutt, their 
coach from Petite right through to this sea-
son’s Belle level.

“They’re getting to the point where they’ve 
developed so much as a team … and now it’s 
time to take the [next step],” she said. 

“If they have as much determination as 
they do out on the ice, I’m sure a lot of them 
will be very successful in whatever they 
choose to do.” 

Now that their time together is at an end, 
both girls are off to university; Brittany 
hasn’t decided which one yet, though Water-
loo is a possibility. 

“I’ll probably play ringette. I’ve heard the 
[university] has a team,” she said. 

If Brittany does go to UW, she’ll get a 
chance to see Emily, who is heading there 
to study science. 

ON THEIR OWN  After more than seven years together, the eight players of the St. Clements Belles ringette team are now going their separate ways. From back left: 
Courtney Tusch, Brittany Leis, Leah Bremner, Shelley Horst, Cassie MacDonald, Jillian McTavish, Paige Stewart and Emily Brubacher.
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SWEEPING 
AWAY THE 
FLAMES
FIRE SPREADS ACROSS 
FIELD Conestogo and 
Maryhill firefighters were 
called in to extinguish a 
field fire on Line 86, east of 
Katherine Street, Wednesday 
afternoon. The departments 
responded shortly after 
2 p.m. to hose down the 
flames in some areas and 
knock them down with 
brooms in others. The fire, 
explained Constogo district 
chief Steve Wendell, started 
as an open burn that got 
out of control. Charges are 
pending, as a debris fire was 
left unattended.

RICHARD VIVAN
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The third time was 
indeed the charm 
for the owners of 

an Elmira-area on-farm 
business. Put through 
the motions in two pre-
vious trips to Woolwich 
council, the operators of 
Country Lane Fabrics 
breezed through Apr. 5, 
leaving with permission 
to relocate their shop.

In a split decision Tues-
day night, councillors 
quickly approved an Offi-
cial Plan amendment and 
zoning change needed to 
move the shop to a farm 
at 2240 New Jerusalem 
Rd. from its home of 30 
years at 1170 Country 
Lane.

Denied a rezoning re-
quest Nov. 2, the business 
submitted a formal appli-
cation for an amendment 
to the township’s Official 
Plan at a public meeting 
Dec. 7. All of the subse-
quent work in the back-
ground made for a better 
outcome at this week’s 
return trip to council 
chambers, said the own-
ers’ representative, Sam 
Head of the Kitchener 
planning firm Dryden, 
Smith and Head.

With a favourable re-
view at Waterloo Region, 
then getting site plan 
approval from the town-
ship, the owners could 

Wellesley wants more grants for fire dept.
There should be an additional 

$20,000 coming to the Wellesley 
fire department, council feels. 
Meeting Monday, council agreed 
to petition the Ministry of Com-
munity Safety and Correctional 
Services for an increase in fund-
ing for firefighter training and new 
equipment.
Announced last week, Wellesley 

will receive $50,000 from the pro-
vincial ministry, based on its 2001 
census population of about 9,200. 
However, the population has since 
risen to 9,930 and, when combined 

with coverage provided to neigh-
bouring townships, brings the ser-
viced population over the 10,000 
mark, which is the next funding 
category.
The move follows Woolwich coun-

cil’s efforts, initiated last week, 
to have their funding bumped to 
$90,000 from $70,000 based on 
fire coverage provided to Centre 
Wellington, Mapleton and Guelph-
Eramosa townships. Those areas, 
councillors suggested, would in-
crease the population served to 
more than 20,000.

Fabric store 
sews up a 

new location
Council approves OP amendment to 

allow on-farm business to move
begin construction at the 
new location by late sum-
mer, he predicted.

Head said the project 
simply transfers an ex-
isting operation from 
one farm to another. The 
two farms are owned by 
members of the same 
family.

Founded in 1973, Coun-
try Lane Fabrics sells fab-
rics and related sewing 
and quilting accessories 
from a 300-square-foot 
space on Paul Martin’s 
farm. In moving the op-
eration to Aden Martin’s 
farm on New Jerusalem 
Road, the owners will ex-
pand the shop to some 500 
square feet.

At its new home, the 
business would remain 
a part-time operation to 
supplement farm income, 
Head noted.

Country Lane Fabrics 
will continue to operate 
as usual at its current lo-
cation until the new site 
is ready.

Township planner Jere-
my Vink stressed the OP 
and zoning changes are 
site-specific to the New 
Jerusalem Road location, 
adding the only permit-
ted use is the fabric and 
dry goods retail store. 
The operation is con-
strained to 500 sq. ft. (45 
square metres), and no 
additional on-farm busi-
nesses are allowed on the 
property.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Protect double-hat-
ter firefighters, or 
give municipalities 

the money to train new 
people, says John Tory, 
newly elected leader of 
the provincial Progres-
sive Conservative party. 

Tory – who stopped by 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival last Saturday 
– pledged his party’s sup-
port in protecting the 
double-hatters and insist-

Money or protection: fire departments need one, says Tory
Liberals should protect double-hatters, even though PC government didn’t

ed the governing Liberal 
party take action. Spe-
cifically, he called on the 
government to support 
MPP Ted Arnott’s efforts 
to shelter double-hatters 
from job loss and other 
sanctions, as threatened 
by firefighter unions.

Repeatedly Arnott (PC 
– Waterloo-Wellington), 
has demanded the prov-
ince – both before and 
after his party was in 
power – take action to 
prevent smaller, rural 
fire departments from 

losing the training and 
expertise double-hatters 
bring to the table. 

“I think that people 
across the province – not 
just Mr. Arnott, but the 
people he’s speaking for, 
who are not just the vol-
unteer firefighters but 
the towns and the taxpay-
ers – deserve an answer,” 
Tory told the Observer. 
“And they deserve an 
answer that, if it doesn’t 
involve allowing the dou-
ble-hatters to continue 
with their work, then 
they have to answer the 
question of where these 
towns are going to get the 
money from … to provide 
for firefighting services 
because they can’t afford, 
on the present tax base, 
to pay what it would cost 
to replace the people who 
are currently working.”

According to the Ontar-
io Fire Marshal’s office, 
between 600 and 1,000 
firefighters currently 
serve as double-hatters, 
working on full-time 

departments and volun-
teering in their commu-
nities as well. Across the 
province there are 10,000 
full-time firefighters and 

20,000 volunteers.
Currently in its third 

incarnation, a commit-
tee of the Legislature is 
studying Arnott’s private 

member’s bill – the Volun-
teer Fire Fighters Employ-
ment Protection Act – for 
future consideration. Two 
previous private-members 
bills have failed.

Responding to Arnott’s 
request for action, Minis-
ter of Community Safety 
and Correctional Ser-
vices Monte Kwinter has 
pointed to the previous 
PC government’s inac-
tion on the issue. Rather, 
the minister suggests the 
issue is one for munici-
palities, firefighters and 
unions to settle.

However, that response 
doesn’t hold water with 
Tory.

 “We (PC party) didn’t 
deal with the issue at 
that time … but, look, 
now they’re the govern-
ment … they have been 
the government for 18 
months and they should 
deal with the issue,” he 
said. “Stonewalling on it 
on a continuous basis is 
not going to address the 
issue.” 

RICHARD VIVAN

A STOP IN ELMIRA Ontario Progressive Conservative party leader 
John Tory volunteered his syrup-pouring abilities in the pancake tent 
during last Saturday’s Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. 
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Elmira on side?
Council looking for input after first year of service

HILARY LONG

Mennonite
Disaster
Service

Info Meeting on Sunday April 17, 2005 at 7:00pm
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With the snow 
gone, Elmira 
residents are 

left with a very visible 
reminder of the winter’s 
sidewalk snow-clearing 
efforts: ruts and slices in 
the grass adjacent to the 
walkways. That issue is 
expected to be top of mind 
as Woolwich Township 
asks for feedback about 
this year’s expanded pro-
gram.

Starting this week, resi-
dents are being asked to 
complete a questionnaire 
about the service they re-

ceived.
Manager of engineering 

operations Rod Kruger 
said this week the dam-
aged grass will be an is-
sue with some residents, 
adding complaints are 
not running at higher-
than-usual levels. Like-
wise, Ward 1 councillors 
Pat McLean and Ruby 
Weber both report the 
phones have been quiet 
thus far.

Expanding the pro-
gram to cover all of the 
sidewalks in Elmira, es-
sentially doubling the 

work done in previous 
years, will mean grow-
ing pains, said Kruger. 
Earlier complaints about 
speed of service, and the 
amount of salt used on 
the sidewalks are likely 
to appear on the surveys 
now in circulation.

“It will be interesting 
to see what people think, 
what kind of feedback we 
get. We’re certainly open 
to constructive criti-
cism.”

The contractor is re-
sponsible for lawn re-
pairs, he explained.

SPRING CLEANING Spots such as this one on Barnswallow Drive are expected to prompt feedback in the 
Woolwich Township survey of Elmira residents’ response to an expanded sidewalk snow-clearing program.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A blazing Cadillac 
resulted in two 
charges, including 

arson, against an Elmira 
man last weekend. Elmi-
ra firefighters and police 
were called to a residence 
on Raising Mill Gate at 
2:59 a.m. Sunday after 
a resident found his ve-
hicle afire as it sat in the 
driveway.

Police were the first on 

the scene, emptying two 
fire extinguishers before 
firefighters arrived. But 
when firefighters pulled 
up, the police turned 
their attention toward 
two men seen running 
from the area.

“We responded to find 
a car with flames vis-
ible under the hood. We 
were able to contain it 
to the engine area, pri-
marily. There was some 
heat damage in under the 
dash,” explained Elmira 

fire chief Kieran Kelly.
Firefighters quickly 

extinguished the fire, 
which police say was 
intentionally set. An 
accelerant was used 
to hasten the vehicle’s 
destruction. The 1997 
Cadillac was valued at 
$13,000.

The two suspects were 
subsequently tracked to 
a nearby address and in-
terviewed by officers. A 
day later, the two were 
re-interviewed by Water-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley’s  com-
munity cen-
tres and arenas 

wouldn’t be in such poor 
condition if the township 
still provided regular 
grants, says Coun. Ron 
Hackett. In discussing 
the 2005 budget Monday 
evening, the Hawkesville 
councillor called for a re-
turn to past funding mod-
els.

“We need to find a fund-
ing system whereby each 
centre can receive enough 
help with tax dollars, with 
grants and with fundrais-
ing to keep those places 
up and running the way 
they used to be,” he said.

“I would like to see each 
community centre get a 
specific amount of money 
from the tax base to help 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Without any last-
minute tinker-
ing, Wellesley 

council approved its 2005 
budget Monday evening 
(Apr. 4), including the ac-
companying 3.8-per-cent 
tax increase and plans to 
borrow up to $640,000 for 
capital projects.

While several council-
lors repeatedly expressed 
discomfort with deben-
turing that amount of 
cash throughout the bud-
get process, the financial 
document was approved 
unanimously.

“The Wellesley arena 
and St. Clements arena 
were basically built with 
volunteer money and 
grants … and it was the 
intention for Linwood’s 
complex to fit into that 

Cadillac set ablaze in Raising Mill Gate driveway

Elmira man charged with 
arson in early morning fire

Wellesley endorses 3.8% tax hike
Council agrees to debenture up to $640,000 for capital projects

category. Possibly, the 
time has come when ev-
erybody is going to have 
to share in the cost of 
these facilities to keep 
them operating,” Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn said. 

Several residents ap-
peared before council 
to speak to the need for 
capital recreation spend-
ing, specifically at the St. 
Clements arena where 
the majority of work is 
planned. Approved in the 
budget is $300,000 to re-
place the arena floor and 
$140,000 for the dasher 
boards. The total cost is 
to be debentured.

“I feel very strongly that 
recreation services in gen-
eral … are not a luxery, 
but are of a fundamental 
importance to our com-
munity. They’re certainly 
important to our youth; 
to the younger side of our 

youth they’re a critical 
opportunity for them to 
learn socializing skills 
and the physical develop-
ment side of things. To the 
older youth, they’re a way 
of giving them an option 
other than hanging out 
on the streets,” said Bruce 
Martin of Paradise Lake.

“They’re also critical in 
such small communities 
to the adult community 
as a central focal area for 
us to come together and 
socialize and interact in 
a positive way.”

Paid through reserves, 
the St. Clements arena is 
further slated for a new 
condenser ($40,000) and 
change room upgrades 
($17,000) in 2005.

The budget also includes 
a $100,000 debenture to 
build a second baseball 
diamond at the Linwood 
Recreation Centre. How-

ever, explained Kelter-
born, the spending will 
be addressed by council 
separately when a fund-
ing proposal from the 
centre’s fundraising com-
mittee comes to council.

“That ($100,000) will 
be something we will be 
able to negotiate with the 
committee based on the 
proposal they will make 
to us,” he said.

Also to be addressed by 
the fundraising commit-
tee is a $66,000 shortfall 
in funding for the library 
portion of the project, the 
mayor noted.

While the budget met 
with unanimous approv-
al around the council ta-
ble, there were concerns 
raised about the recre-
ation borrowing. Welles-
ley Village resident Dave 
Whitney took exception 
to his tax dollars going 

toward recreation capital 
– albeit in future years, 
as the debt is repaid.

“I have a feeling it’s 
not a majority of people 
in the township that use 
these recreational facili-
ties to any great extent. 
… Now you’re talking 
about debenturing and 
that, to me, is the thin 
edge of the wedge when 
you start that,” he told 
council, suggesting this 
year’s debentures could 
start a snowball effect in 
future budgets.

“All of a sudden, you’ve 
got these debentures that 
everybody is paying for. 
… I think that, in fairness 
to people like ourselves, 
there should be more of a 
user-pay approach.”

Rounding out the 
planned debentures is 
$100,000 toward the pur-
chase of a new pumper 
truck for the fire depart-
ment.

The capital work has no 
impact on the 2005 tax 
levy, but will show up in 
future years as the debt 
– and accompanying in-
terest – is paid.

With an overall tax levy 
of $2.25 million, the 2005 

operating budget includes 
a 3.8-per-cent increase for 
residential property own-
ers. For an average prop-
erty assessed at $183,000, 
the increase translates 
into an additional $21.16 
on the township portion 
of the tax bill.

During Monday’s meet-
ing, council also learned 
of a change in provincial 
funding that will see 
Wellesley collect $152,000 
in back payments for 2003 
and 2004 projects under 
the Community Reinvest-
ment Fund. 

While council deferred 
taking a position on what 
to do with that money, 
one of the options in-
cludes putting it toward 
the debentured projects.

The municipality will 
also see an increase 
for this year’s grant 
– renamed the Ontario 
Municipal Partnership 
Fund – to $519,496 from 
$452,000. The fund is 
designed to assist mu-
nicipalities with their 
social program and po-
licing costs, as well as 
other challenges faced by 
northern and rural com-
munities.

Bring back recreation 
grants, insists Hackett

Community centre boards need regular cash to support facility upkeep
maintain the arenas or 
each community centre. 
I do not agree with zero 
[budgeting] because, in 
the past, when the boards 
were running the facili-
ties they sometimes had 
a deficit which they made 
up through following 
years.”

The concept of zero 
budgeting requires that 
each year expenses and 
revenues are equal. 
Profits seen by the facil-
ities – the St. Clements 
arena being the only one 
that regularly takes in 
revenues in excess of its 
spending – go into the 
township’s tax-rate sta-
bilization fund as sur-
plus for the year.

“Before we went to zero 
budgeting, both arenas 
pretty well … carried 
themselves,” added May-
or Ross Kelterborn, who 

suggested the switch to 
zero budgeting began in 
the 1990s. “When we went 
to zero-based budgeting, 
that meant that the are-
nas had to come up with 
exactly the amount of 
money to replace their 
roofs, this, that or the 
other thing. That didn’t 
happen because the in-
come did not support the 
replacement.

“That’s when the trail to 
get to where we are now 
started, in my opinion.”

Prior to zero budgeting, 
the facilities received 
yearly township grants 
taken from the five per 
cent fund – a reserve 
generated through fees 
collected during the lot 
creation process. The re-
serve was often tapped 
when major repairs were 
needed.

However, explained 

chief administrator Su-
san Duke, the annual 
grants came from tax dol-
lars and additional funds 
were often provided when 
facilities ran a deficit.

“One of the reasons 
we’re falling behind is 
that a) the tax was cut off 
and b) the zero per cent 
(budget) left any extra to 
go into the tax stabiliza-
tion fund,” Hackett con-
tinued.

“I believe the surplus 
for any particular com-
munity centre board 
should stay with that fa-
cility. And I also believe 
council should give that 
board a certain amount 
of money so that … a com-
bination of tax dollars, 
grants from other places 
and fundraising can sup-
ply the needs that belong 
for that community cen-
tre.”

loo detectives.
Charged with arson 

and breach of probation 
is Matthew Waite, 18, of 
Elmira. No charges were 
laid against the second 
suspect.

The incident wasn’t a 
random act, noted Water-
loo Regional Police Sgt. 
Merv Knechtel of Elmi-
ra’s division 3A.

“There had been conflict 
between the registered 
owner and the alleged 
suspect,” he said.
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 There is a lot of creativity in their demands. Jean Brault, former president of ad agency Groupaction, 
revealing a litany of demands from the Liberal party tied 
to the distribution of millions of sponsorship dollars.

» Taking them to task
With the Gomery inquiry top of mind, 
a Commons committee is now recom-
mending that the Auditor-General be 
granted more powers: the first target 
is Crown corporations, specifically 
their books. The report calls for other 
changes to increase accountability.

» Paying for a mortgage?
The Law Society of Upper Canada is 
investigating 72 lawyers over allega-
tions of mortgage fraud, tied to the 
increasing threat of identity theft. 
Also under fire is Ontario’s partially 
privatized land registry system, 
where security is now an issue.

» The power of corruption
Just when you thought it couldn’t 
get worse, the Gomery inquiry got 
uglier this week with revelations 
of direct kickbacks to Liberal party 
organizers. The testimony of Jean 
Brault bodes ill for the government 
... and worse for taxpayers.

Pope’s dyin’ brings religion to forefront
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

A mix of core values 
as Woolwich discusses 
theatre, visitor centre

You’d swear the 
great Judgment 
Day was comin’ the 

way folks is all wrapped 
up in religion these days, 
what with the Pope’s pas-
sin’. I ain’t got no quarrel 
with that, it’s just you’d 
figure this would be a 
better place if folks was 
more concerned about 
them things all the time.

It’s a sad thing, that’s 
for sure. You don’t have 
to be a papist to see that 
John Paul II was a fella 
who knew what the Good 
Lord is all about. With 
fewer of them real men 
of God on hand – I don’t 
hold with them TV stunt 
types – we can’t afford to 
be losin’ the faithful.

When you get to be my 
age, you seen how the 
world is changed for 
the worse, and how the 
Church is gettin’ pushed 
out all the time – it does 
these old eyes some good 
to see all them people out 
in the streets on account 
of the Christian faith. 
All the news and them 
talk shows is full of talk 
about it, which is a good 
change from the shame-
ful stuff they usually got 
on there.

Maybe this will get 
folks to be better, and 
prompt the politicos to 

take keepin’ our faithful 
heritage front and cen-
tre. I been around long 
enough to know better, 
though. Still, a fella can 
hope.

EMSF FOLK JUST CAN’T 
WIN WITH THE WEATHER
Of course, the Pope’s 

dyin’ weren’t the only 
thing going on this week-
end – there was the maple 
syrup festival. Jumpin’ 
Jehosaphats, them folks 
has had some bad luck 
with the weather.

It was hardly fit for man 
or beast out there on the 
weekend, a shame after 
all the clear sailin’ we 
had during the week. 
Of course, that weren’t 
about to stop the wife 
from pesterin’ me that 
we ought to go down … 
just like she does every 
year. Like I said before, 
I ain’t much for crowds 
these days: folks just 
ain’t polite, nor consider-
ate like they used to be. 
Back in my time, parents 
taught us kids to respect 
our elders, but there sure 
ain’t none of that goin’ on 
today.

Anyways, when it comes 
to the festival, the wife is 
always sayin’ we ought to 
do our part. When I men-
tioned about the weath-
er, she was arguin’ there 
was more of a reason: if 
visitors is stayin’ away, 
then us local folks got to 
step up. Now, I figured I 
weren’t going to hear the 
end of it, so I drove her 
downtown – she could 
walk around all she 
liked, and I waited for 
her, keepin’ the Crown 
Vic nice and warm. That 
way, I could have a good 
chuckle watchin’ them 
other folks tryin’ to stay 
warm and dry.

I will say this, though, 
I sure enjoyed the cof-
fee and fritters the wife 
picked up in her travels. 
Hell, I may send her back 
next year.
DEVIL IS IN THEM DETAILS; 
GAG ORDER AIN’T RIGHT
Speakin’ of the wife, 

she’s sure I’m goin’ to be 
needin’ heart medication 
on account of my own en-
tertainment, that bein’ 
the Gomery inquiry into 
them graftin’ Liberals. 

She’s figurin’ I’m gonna 
bust an artery over what’ 
goin’ on there.

She was almost right 
when I read how the Lib-
erals is paintin’ them-
selves as victims in this 
whole scam – it’s enough 
to push a fella over the 
edge.

It takes some nerve for a 
bunch of on-the-take poli-
ticians to say they is the 
ones hard done by, but 
that bunch ain’t never 
been short of cheek. Nor 
short of cash since they 
been suckling at the pub-
lic teat all these years.

All the dirty laundry is 
doin’ in the Liberals – all 
the better for the Alliance 
if an election comes soon, 
especially if folks here in 
Ontario get their heads 
out of their behinds.

And you know it’s gon-
na get messier soon con-
siderin’ that stuff they 
ain’t tellin’s us right 
now. I don’t hold with 
that publication ban – we 
is payin’ good money for 
that inquiry, and ought 
to know it all – but if all 
them no-goods right up 
the party ranks is sent to 
jail for the next 20 years, 
I’m more than happy to 
wait until the trial and 
sentencing to hear all 
the details.

It’s no coincidence this week’s council meeting 
saw a convergence of hot-button issues, namely 
the Elmira core review, the Elmira Theatre Com-
pany project and plans to relocate the visitor cen-

tre to St. Jacobs – the three are intimately connected.
The Howard Avenue location of the ETC theatre does 

pose a zoning problem. Equally clear, however, is the 
dearth of options in downtown Elmira. The recently 
released core review would call for such a venue to 
be situated downtown, but the geography just won’t 
work: there simply is no viable option there.

While theatres have been a part of downtown renew-
al in neighbouring municipalities such as Kitchener 
and Cambridge, both those centres have much larger 
footprints, and an abundance of unused space. The 
revitalizing aspect of those ventures is hardly conclu-
sive, if existent. More to the point, as supporters of the 
ETC project pointed out, there is no nightlife – restau-
rants, clubs, bars – in Elmira that would benefit from 
an after-theatre crowd.

That conclusion leads logically to the larger issue of 
the core itself. The BIA has acknowledged evenings 
are a problem: most of the downtown operations close 
early, offering little to the many residents who work 
outside the community and return home after quit-
ting time. There are even fewer options in the realm 
of entertainment.

The challenge is to present a draw, a reason for Elmi-
ra’s growing population to view the core as a central 
part of the community. The ETC theatre, even if there 
was room for such a facility, would probably not fit the 
bill – the group currently performs just 22 nights out 
of the year, hardly something to anchor plans to make 
the downtown a social centre.

Perhaps not ideal, the Howard Avenue spot fits the 
bill.

Other options will have to be found for the down-
town area. The façade upgrades and other esthetic 
considerations outlined in the report released last 
month are a good start, as is a convenience stop that 
would incorporate washrooms. The latter brings us 
to the BIA’s objection to suggestions the First Street 
visitor centre be relocated to St. Jacobs. Concern 
stems from the fear visitors would be directed to lo-
cations in St. Jacobs, perhaps even north Waterloo, 
rather than to Elmira. Understandable, perhaps, but 
probably unfounded.

First off, the centre would continue to be run by the 
township, maintaining its mandate to serve all of 
Woolwich, not just St. Jacobs … or Elmira. 

Secondly, being handy to a much larger audience 
means a much larger potential to direct visitors to 
all the township has to offer. This point hinges on 
the fact Elmira is not a tourist destination; St. Ja-
cobs is. The BIA’s own studies have shown Elmira 
needs to concentrate on its role as the service centre 
for people living in the surrounding area – tourism 
is out. St. Jacobs, however, is a draw to tourists, and 
the gateway to the township. It should be used to the 
township’s advantage.

Moreover, in its current locale, the visitor centre is 
not a downtown resource – providing a convenient 
service area in the core is a good idea, but it should 
not be tied to visitor services.

The BIA and the township have much work to do in 
the core, a job that does not need to be complicated by 
the visitor centre debate. In the meantime, the the-
atre folks can go about the business at hand.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“How has the death of
Pope John Paul II
affected you?” Violet

Bearinger

“It hasn’t af-
fected me per-
sonally because 
I have a more 
personal faith 
than in the 
pope.”

Anne 
Paconik

“It affected me 
in the sense that 
it has brought 
awareness to ev-
erybody around 
here, not just the 
Catholics, ... of 
what kind of man 
he has been over 
the 26+ years.”

Stewart
Logan

“Very much so, 
yes. I think that 
if we had more 
people like 
him the world 
would be a bet-
ter place to live 
in.”

Stephanie
Leweke

“We are Catho-
lic and of course 
it is sad but I 
think he was so 
ill and old that 
it is a release 
for him.”
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Canadian scribes make less-than-stellar impression on the Pope

“NURSE - DON’T YOU DARE TAKE THAT DEFIBRILLATOR AWAY -
I SWEAR I CAN GET THE PATIENT BREATHING AGAIN!”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Elmira residents should 
look after their own 
sidewalk snow-clearing

▼ See SIDEWALK page 10

All the columnists you love... and the ones you love to hate. Only in your Observer.

Well, you see, 
since all the 
news is coming 

out of Rome this week, it 
must be revealed that the 
scribbler once had an au-
dience with a Pope in the 
Vatican. It was Pope Pius 
XII, I believe.

Canadian Pacific Air-
lines, now expired, was 
the darling of Vancou-
ver. It invented the long-
distance routes – to To-
kyo, Hong Kong, Hawaii 
– beating the bully and 
government-coddled Air 
Canada in straddling 
the wide Pacific, which 
makes the Atlantic look 
like a pond.

In a proud move, CPA 
then won rights to fly to 
Rome. As is the usual 
practice, it mounted a 
preliminary press flight 
to that distant destina-
tion, to get as much ink 
as possible, of course.

The idea – public re-
lations is everything 
– was to collect the fin-
est columnists, editors 

and publishers in Brit-
ish California, then pick 
up  the finest, etc. in To-
ronto and Montreal and 
soar off over the water 
in a venture that was to 
be climaxed by a long-ar-
ranged audience with the 
Pope himself.

There was only one 
problem. At arranged 
take-off time in Vancou-
ver, a fierce snowstorm 
had hit Eastern Canada 
– airports closed. By this 
time, naturally, all the 
finest columnists, editors 
and publishers in Ontar-
io had been collected in 
Toronto.

What to do? The CPA PR 
men, no dummies, rented 
a ballroom at the Royal 
York and, while the storm 
surged, filled it full with 
fiery liquids so as to calm 
the irritated scribes. If 
you want to make a well-
planned press flight a 
success, you have to wa-
ter and feed the passen-
gers.

When, hours late, the 

Vancouver flight arrives 
in Toronto, the Van-
couver innocents are 
greeted by their Toronto 
brethren who have gen-
erously got their beaks 
into half of the CPA’s an-
nual profit.

Montreal? CPA, to fend 
off journalistic riots, 
had to rent an equivalent 
ballroom in the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel to house 
the Quebec media elite in 
the hours they had been 
waiting.

The result? A plane-load 
of some 100 freeloaders, 
heading across the Atlan-
tic already in a state that 
most of them badly need-
ed a good night’s sleep. 
This was before the true 
jet: the CPA craft was 
turbo-prop and it was a 
long day’s night.

Next? The original CPA 

plan before the snow-
storm, since we had to 
refuel there, was to stop 
in Lisbon where there 
was to be – originally – a 
reception at the airport. 
No one in Portugal ap-
parently has ever heard 
of snow.

We land, it is now some 
2 a.m., and it is exactly 
what we need: a band, a 
bar, much speeches from 
the Lisbon mayor and 
other dignitaries and, 
most important, many 
toasts. The lads, being 
polite Canadians, get 
stuck into them.

By the time we extricate 
ourselves from Portugal 
hospitality, the arrival in 
Rome is perilously close 
to the no-delay trip to the 
Vatican. No time to get 
to the hotel to repair the 
ravages of the day-long 

bacchanalia at 35,000 
feet. Police sirens scream 
us there.

The Pope gives his 
usual blessing. He is 
impressive, eloquent, 
his bearing everything 
one would imagine. And 
then he makes a mistake. 
Finishing his remarks, 
he deserts his podium 
and comes down to meet 
some of the dignitaries 
from this far-off land.

What he finds are 100 
unshaven, hungover 
lunks who look as if they 
had slept in their clothes 
– as they had – their 
breath would kill a ca-
nal horse, their mumbles 
disguising their obvious 
brilliance.

I swear to this day, be-
ing a religious man as 
we know, I saw the Pope’s 
eyebrows rising to the 
top of that Vatican temple 
that Michelangelo deco-
rated with his murals in 
1512. Is this, I could see 
him thinking, the cream 
of Canadian journalism? 

Yep, it wuz. 
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Pope John Paul 
II came to Canada, with 
the usual stops – Ottawa, 
Toronto, Vancouver – but 
a daring one to White-
horse in the Yukon to 
deliver a grand mass to 
all the faithful from the 
three Northern Territo-
ries.

At the last minute, a 
massive storm hit that 
panicked the Vatican 
handlers, announcing 
that the Pope could stay 
at Whitehorse airport 
for only 45 minutes. An 
outraged Whitehorse 
councillor stood up and 
pronounced this such an 
insult – that the Pope of 
the World could stay for 
only 45 minutes – that he 
made a motion that they 
cancel the visit.

Another councillor 
stood up: “Don’t worry. 
If he kisses the ground 
when he gets off the 
plane, he may be here all 
winter.”

To the Editor,
I was going to call the 

township to complain 
about the aftermath 
of this year’s sidewalk 
snow clearing, but after 
a short drive anywhere 
in Elmira, I see that the 
damage done to my lawn 
pales in comparison to 
the damage done to other 
lawns.

Where did council come 
up with the ill-conceived 
idea to have a contractor 
clean every sidewalk in 
Elmira? The only hom-
eowners who liked this 
idea were seniors, resi-
dents who could not do it 
themselves, or those who 
did not want to do it any-
way. 

I have shovelled or used 

a blower on my sidewalk 
after each snowfall for 
the 20 years I’ve lived in 
Elmira. There is no rea-
son why others can’t do 
it as well. Residents who 
can’t shovel should use 
the same people who do 
their driveway. It seems 
that everyone’s driveway 
gets done in record time.

The slight increase in 
property taxes is incon-
sequential to me, but may 
be significant to others. 
I would suggest council 
stop this dumb practice 
– you tried it; it failed. 

I would also suggest 
that they adopt a bylaw 
to force residents to clean 
their own walks within 
a reasonable amount of 
time after it snows. 

Our tax money could be 
put to better use fixing 
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Buddy, can you spare
a payday loan?

ping up like mushrooms” 
(in the words of Selinger) 
here just as quickly as 
they are in Manitoba. 
Instead, Queen’s Park 
seems content to let those 
who are marginalized or 
abandoned by traditional 
lending institutions fend 
for themselves.

Some of the firms’ cus-
tomers are already fight-
ing back through the 
courts. A class action 
lawsuit was launched 
last year against Money 
Mart and its parent com-
pany. The lawsuit alleges 
that “the companies 
violate section 347 of the 
Criminal Code of Canada 
by charging and collect-
ing fees and interest at 
an effective annual inter-
est rate in excess of 60% 
on ‘payday’ loans which 
are repaid by personal 
cheque dated on the bor-
rower’s next payday or 
pension cheque deposit 
date … (and that) all 
of the interest and fees 
charged and collected by 
the defendants on loans 
repaid by cheque on the 
borrower’s next payday 
are ‘interest’ within the 
meaning of the criminal 
interest provisions of the 
Criminal Code of Cana-
da.” 

The lead plaintiff in 
the case alleges that she 
“paid an effective annual 
interest rate on her loans 
of between 329% and 
578%.”

In late March, an Ot-
tawa judge ruled against 
two payday loan firms 
that were trying to col-
lect money from 34 cli-
ents, awarding them 
only the original loan 
principle. Deputy Judge 
George House ruled that 
the companies operated 
“in bad faith,” that Af-
fordable Payday Loans 
“engaged in an orga-
nized, consistent and 
concerted pattern of con-
duct designed to exploit 
the vulnerable” and that 
Stop’n’Cash charged “un-
conscionably usurious” 
rates of interest. 

House forwarded his 
rulings to the Ontario 
government “to allow a 

Sidewalk experiment 
was a failure, time to 
make a new bylaw

Continued from page 9

review and take what-
ever action those minis-
tries deem necessary.” 
So far, there has been no 
response from Attorney 
General Michael Bryant 
or Consumer Minister 
Jim Watson.

This is not the first time 
that Stop’n’Cash has had 
its corporate knuckles 
rapped. Last year, Ontar-
io’s insurance regulator 
ruled against the firm’s 
insurance scheme (which 
was registered offshore 
for the sole purpose of in-
suring Stop’n’Cash loans, 
but immediately paid 
97 per cent of premiums 
back to Stop’n’Cash). A 
separate class action suit 
alleges that the compa-
ny’s mandatory insur-
ance system is a “sham” 
designed to cheat custom-
ers.

This is not just a Cana-
dian problem. According 
to Mother Jones maga-
zine, “in 2000, some 8,000 
companies in the United 
States made more than $9 
billion worth of payday 
loans – a figure that [was] 
projected to double by 
2004.”  New York Attor-
ney General Eliot Spitzer 
is suing one payday lend-
ing firm that offers “pay-
day loans,” but disguises 
its excessive interest 
charges as payment to-
ward mandatory “catalog 
sale” purchases. “This is 
a transparent attempt to 
evade New York laws that 
prohibit loan sharking,” 
said Spitzer. “Consumers 
use these services out of 
desperation, and are in-
variably exploited to their 
financial detriment.”

The Ottawa-based Public 
Interest Advocacy Centre 
has asked the federal and 
provincial governments 
to take immediate action 
along the lines being tak-
en by Manitoba. If Mani-
toba and New York can 
act, it’s not clear why the 
Ontario and federal gov-
ernments feel they can 
continue to ignore the 
problems posed by pay-
day loan firms. 

How many more people 
need to get ripped off be-
fore they will act?

Can’t pay your hydro 
or gas bill? Been 
hit by an unexpect-

edly large car repair bill? 
Need to buy some grocer-
ies, but can’t wait until 
payday? Don’t worry, 
there are plenty of people 
who are willing to help 
you with your financial 
dilemma. All too often, 
however, the “help” of-
fered by payday loan and 
cheque-cashing compa-
nies causes even more 
problems for the debtor. 

Exorbitant interest 
rates, massive and often 
hidden service charges, 
and dubious insurance 
premiums combine to 
make the cost of short 
term borrowing by lower 
income people absolutely 
outrageous.

The Criminal Code 
makes it a crime to 
charge more than 60% 
interest per annum. In it-
self, that figure is ridicu-
lously high, but there’s 
little evidence that it is 
even enforced. 

NDP finance critic Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis estimated 
that “a $100 payday loan 
taken out a week before 
pay day would be subject 
to $18.91 in interest, a 
cheque cashing flat fee of 
$12.99 to repay the loan, 
plus a percentage fee of 
4.99% on the cheque to 
repay the loan ($4.99) for 
a total cost of $36.89, or 
$5.27 a day. As an annu-
alized interest rate, that 
is 1,923%.” Some studies 
have shown that the ma-
jority of loan recipients 
allow their loans to roll-
over (meaning that they 
take out another loan to 
help pay off the initial 
loan and then make it to 
their next paycheque), so 
their interest rate would 
be even higher.

In Wasylycia-Leis’ home 
province of Manitoba, 
the provincial govern-
ment is doing something 
about the proliferation 
of these firms and some 
of their more unscrupu-
lous practices. Manitoba 
Minister of Finance Greg 
Selinger announced last 
month that he planned 
to introduce legislation 
that would: licence the 
industry (as is done in 
Saskatchewan and Nova 
Scotia); ask the federal 
government for the right 
to regulate interest rates 
(since, says Selinger, “the 
federal rate is not en-
forced at all”), and force 
payday loan services to 
include all service fees 
when they advertise in-
terest rates, ban rollover 
loans, and ban companies 
from confiscating the 
paycheques of people who 
stop making payments.

No such action is 
planned in Ontario, even 
though the firms “are pop-����������������
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some of the terrible roads 
in Elmira and maybe the 
bylaw enforcement de-

partment would welcome 
some extra work. Then 
they wouldn’t have to be 
at the swimming pool 
giving out parking tick-
ets to Kings fans.

LaMonte Jefferies
Elmira      

write a letter to the editor• all opinions welcome

We want to know what you think.
Use your voice, write a letter and have your

say in Woolwich Observer’s Opinion section.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The show will go on for 
the Elmira Theatre 
Company, as Woolwich 
council backed plans 

for a new performance centre 
on Elmira’s Howard Avenue. 
The decision came over plan-
ning staff objections the facil-
ity was not appropriate in an 
area zoned for industrial use.

Members of the community 
troupe can thank a strong live 
performance in council cham-
bers Apr. 5 for the outcome: 
they managed to sway the vote 
in their favour after a series of 
impassioned pleas. They even 
brought their own audience, 
packing the gallery with sup-
porters.

“I came tonight thinking that 
I would support staff … because 
I thought the report made a lot 
of sense – it’s mainly the is-
sue of location. Listening to 
everyone else, I’ve come to the 
conclusion that we’re almost 
drawing straws between com-
mercial and industrial uses. I 
may be shifting my thinking 
a little bit,” said Coun. Murray 
Martin, who later voted in fa-
vour of the project.

“After being out of a home for 
25 years, this group certainly 
deserves a home of their own. 
I think it will work at this loca-
tion.”

Also a convert, Mayor Bill 
Strauss opted to disregard staff 
objections.

Elmira theatre plan gets green light
ETC will have new home for live theatre despite land-use concerns

“Staff brought forward exact-
ly what [they] should have been 
bringing forward because of 
the zoning laws that the coun-
cil made. But we the council 
have the right to change some 
of those laws.”

The project was backed by 
Coun. Ruby Weber. Coun. Pat 
McLean was the sole oppo-
nent – with Coun. Mark Bau-
man away, a motion of support 
passed 3-1. The issue returns to 
council next week, however, for 
formal ratification.

The amateur theatre group’s 24-

year hunt for a permanent home 
appeared to be the selling point. 
Seeing that ETC had exhausted a 
list of possibilities over the years, 
councillors apparently compro-
mised on what they called a less-
than-ideal location.

Representing the troupe, plan-
ner Brian Shantz said the How-
ard Avenue site is a comfort-
able location for ETC, which 
currently rents warehouse/re-
hearsal space just two doors 
down from the 76 Howard Ave. 
destination.

A long search has taken the 

group through alternative sites 
ranging from the former Stone 
Crock Restaurant property, 
Voisin Motors’ old home, Gale 
Presbyterian Church on Cross 
Street and the Procast Found-
ry land on Memorial Avenue, 
to name just a few, Shantz ex-
plained.

Unveiled to council in Decem-
ber, the plan calls for the con-
struction of a 160-seat theatre 
on a site at 76 Howard Ave. In 
a deal with the property owner, 
Elmira Photo Lab Inc., ETC 
would build a 4,000-square-

foot addition to the existing 
structure that would serve as a 
theatre. The group would also 
lease the vacant half of the cur-
rent building, giving it an addi-
tional 3,500-4,000 sq. ft. of space 
for storage and offices.

Elmira Photo Lab’s Hugh 
Weltz, who opened the existing 
6,000-sq.-ft. building in the past 
year, said the addition would 
be built on land leased to ETC 
for a dollar per year. He plans 
to lease the vacant portion of 
his building – the other part 
houses Calla Studios, a photog-
raphy business – to the group.

Weltz told the Observer Apr. 6 
the decision would prove to be 
a benefit to the community, de-
spite concerns about the indus-
trial location.

“When there isn’t a better 
place, you have to build it some-
where,” he said. “It is going to 
be an asset – who knows what it 
could bring to the theatre, and 
to Elmira?”

Financial terms of the proj-
ect were not disclosed. How-
ever, ETC board president Joe 
Brenner said the group has been 
putting aside money for 24 years 
and now has enough of a “nest 
egg” to build the new facility.

More than just a good cultural 
opportunity, the theatre will be 
an economic boon to the town-
ship, he predicted, adding the 
group has injected more than 
$1 million directly into the lo-
cal economy during its history. 
The spinoff amount is probably 
twice that amount, he added.

HILARY LONG

Some of the best meat products around hail from Heidelberg’s Stemmler 
Meats and Cheese, says the Ontario Independent Meat Packers Association. 
Last Saturday, the firm was named innovative, ready-to-eat grand champion 
for their Mexican Pinchito and reserve champion for their blackforest ham.

Watch for a few more model homes on the landscape in St. Jacobs, after 
Woolwich council this week approved a request from the developer of the 
the new Valley View Heights subdivision. Along with upping the number 
to six from four, council also altered the staging of new development.

Winterbourne residents, who have a plan to develop building lots on the 
former public school property, heard from council this week the township 
continues to study the proposal: no answers were available. The commu-
nity is looking at ways to fund a $500,000 purchase of the land.

NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW BUSINESS ETC board members were all smiles this week outside their proposed Howard Avenue home 
after Woolwich council approved the new facility. From left: Christine Wagner, Joe Brenner, David Laverty, , Patrick Hoy and Deb Deckert.



 ..

SPORTSPAGES
Major Bantams fall short of tournament hardware Listowel falls in first round-robin game Hagersville leads Tavistock in conference final

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A year filled with injuries, 
stunning victories and dis-
appointments was the focus 
of a night of celebration as 

the Wellesley Applejacks honoured 
their best at the hockey club’s annual 
awards banquet Apr. 6. 

Gathering at the Khaki Club near 
Wellesley, the cider boys received tro-
phies and the accolades of coaches and 
staff for a job well done. 

Applejacks juiced
at awards banquet

Wellesley squad gathers one last time to celebrate the season, honour their best
“We have a great group of guys here,” 

said goaltending coach Jim Oleander. 
“I’ve been helping out for 15 years and 
we’ve always had the honour of having a 
group of real good gentleman playing for 
us. And once again this year, [we had] the 
best bunch of guys.”

Wellesley finished the 2004-2005 regu-
lar season with a 17-14-6-3 record; good 
enough for 11th place in the Junior Devel-
opment league and fifth in the McConnell 
Conference. Although a first-round defeat 
at the hands of Port Dover was a frequent 
topic on the night, Applejack players and 

coaches noted how their squad pushed 
the series to seven games – and forced 
the final match into double overtime 
– before they were defeated 3-2 on Mar. 6. 
Port Dover subsequently went on to play 
Hagersville and were eliminated 4-1. 

As part of the ceremony, officials rec-
ognized up-and-coming players, but also 
paid homage to veterans and overagers 
who helped make the 2004-2005 season a 
success. 

“We had [a group] of guys in the dress-
ing room this year that I’m very proud 

▼ See JACKS page 13

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Hardware continued to 
pile up for Woolwich Mi-
nor Hockey this week, 
as the Minor Atoms 

took Tri-County League gold and 
the Minor Midgets skated away 
with silver.

The Minor Atoms bested their 
Burlington competitors 3-1 in the 
league championship series, in-
cluding the Mar. 30 5-3 win that 
cemented the gold in Woolwich’s 
favour.

“They were pretty excited about 
it. It was definitely a good year 
for them,” team manger Chris 
Van Gerwen said of the win, 
which marks back-to-back league 
championships for the team. “I 
don’t know if it’s really sunk in 
on the kids.”

Despite taking a 9-2 win to kick 
off the series, Woolwich found 
themselves on the losing end in 
game two (4-3). But victory re-
turned to the Wildcats in the fol-
lowing two match-ups, bringing 
the league championship right 
along with it.

“It was still a pretty tight game. 
It was a lot closer than the score 
showed,” the manager said of 
game five’s 5-3 finish. “We were 
winning 3-0 going into the third 
and they came back. We had a 
bit of a meltdown and they came 
back to 3-3. We scored with 10 sec-
onds left in the third and came 
back to center ice; they pulled 
their goalie and we took it right 
down the ice and scored.”

Burlington, he noted, was no 

Minor Atoms 
hoist gold,

Minor Midgets 
take silver

Midgets push best-of-
five series to game six; 

fall 3-0 to Elora

▼ See WOOLWICH page 14

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rou g h hou si n g 
in the mud out 
back of the 
school is usu-

ally frowned upon. For 
members of the EDSS 
rugby teams, it’s all in a 
day’s play.

As this year’s teams 
get up and running at 
Elmira District Second-
ary School, coaches and 
players are predicting 

Rugby Lancers pin hopes on experience
Senior boys’ team to benefit from influx of players moving up

a strong season for the 
seniors and a learning 
year for the junior boys’ 
squads. 

The season that kicks 
off on Apr. 18 with a game 
against Forest Heights 
should be a good one for the 
local high school, predicts 
coach Craig Stuart. His op-
timism stems from a core 
of eight veterans players 
who move up to senior this 
year, and six boys who’ll 
give the Junior squad an 
experienced back. 

“Both teams have a rea-
sonable shot at making 
the playoffs … but I’ve got 
a great big core of juniors 
that came to senior, so 
the senior team should 
be quite good this year,” 
he said. “The junior team 
will be a work-in-prog-
ress.

“I’d like to get them to 
CWOSSA, and that re-
quires us to get to the 
championship game. It’s 
a tough league.”

Things were exactly 

the opposite last year; 
the juniors went to the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary School Asso-
ciation competition last 
May, but lost to Waterloo 
Collegiate Institute and 
failed to advance. The se-
nior squad won only one 
match last year.  

“[They] had an awful 
year, but they’re a nice 
group of kids and had 
some fun. It didn’t gel and 
that was because the year 

▼ See LANCERS page 15

KYLE REA

KYLE REA

In post-season tournament action last weekend, the Major Bantam 
Woolwich Wildcats found themselves eliminated in the semifinal round. 
The Wildcats marked a 3-2 record, but were put out by Meadowvale; 
which ultimately took gold 3-2 over Vaughn in the finals.

The Tavistock Braves are fighting to stay alive in the Junior Develop-
ment league playoffs against Hagersville. At press time, the Hawks led 
the series 3-2. The winner will face the either Mt. Brydges or West Lorne 
– Mt. Brydges leads 3-2 – for the league championship.

The Cherrey Cup champion Listowel Cyclones were handed a 5-3 loss in 
their first outing in search of the Sutherland Cup. Last Sunday, Chatham, 
the Western league champs, won the first round-robin match-up. Thorold 
is also competing in the three-way race for the provincial Jr. B title.

HARDWARE HEAVEN Eight Applejacks walked away with some memorable hardware after Wednesday’s awards banquet near Wellesley. From back left: Justin 
Bremner, Shawn Hannemann, Evan McInnis, Kevin Basler, Ryan Gerber, Blake Martin, Scott Hustwitt and Andrew Brown. 

LET ME GO Third-year rugby veteran Mike Martin brushes up on 
his catching skills during a practice Monday. A member of the senior 
team, Martin hopes to go to this year’s CWOSSA semifinals. 
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Wiping the slate clean in advance of turkey season

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
ATOM MINOR
MAR. 30
• Woolwich 5 Burlington 3
Goals: Matthew Schieck (2), Kyle 
Bauman, Eric Van Gerwen, Kate 
Doering
Assists: Matthew Townsend, 
Chad Bauman, Adam Brubacher, 
Jake Moggy, Eric Van Gerwen

BANTAM MAJOR
MISSSISSAUGA TOURNAMENT:
 Apr. 1 to 3
APR. 1
• Woolwich 7 Applewood 0
Goals: Brock Shoemaker (2), Sean 
Jaworski (2), Jarred Parent, Damien 
Parent, Rob Hinchberger
Assists: Damien Parent (2), Rob 
Hinchberger, Mike Moggy, Nick 
Both, Scott Connolly, Cody Bates, 
Jarred Parent, Pete Morlock, Brock 
Shoemaker, Sean Jaworski
Matt Shantz recorded the shutout
• Woolwich 3 West Mall 4
Goals: Jarred Parent, Cody Bates, 
Rob Hinchberger
Assists: Matt Horst, Mike Moggy, 
Sean Jaworski
APR. 2
• Woolwich 4 Pickering 2

Goals: Rob Hinchberger (2), Matt 
Horst, Damien Parent
Assists: Dan Huber, Matt Horst, 
Damien Parent, Jarred Parent
• Woolwich 6 Port Credit 0
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Jarred Parent, 
Matt Horst, Rob Hinchberger, Mike 
Moggy, Brock Shoemaker
Assists: Damien Parent (4), Jarred 
Parent (2), Caleb Redekop, Rob 
Hinchberger, Matt Horst
APR. 3
• Woolwich 1 Meadowvale 3
Goals: Ben Martin
Assists: Damien Parent

MINOR MIDGET
MAR. 31
• Woolwich 6 Elora 5
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Brent Oliver, 
Kevin Young, Ryan Pfisterer, Mike 
Dunn
Assists: Brendan Cosgrove, 
Jonathan MacIntyre, Brad Shantz, 
Kellen Bolger, Blaine Cressman, 
Mark Morlock
APR. 3
• Woolwich 0 Elora 3

TWIN CENTRE
MINOR HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
MAR. 24

• Twin Centre 2 Woolwich 3
Goals: Amanda Rose, Cassidy 
Pearce
Assists: Roslyn Mainland, Carley 
Scheerer, Kelsey Scheerer

ATOM B
MAR. 26
• Twin Centre 1 Brantford 4
Goals: Tori Freeman
Assists: Breanna Firetto-Gross, 
Callie Churchill
MAR. 30
• Twin Centre 1 Brantford 4
Goals: Amber Shewfelt
Assists: Tori Freeman, Alicia Koebel

PEEWEE LL
MAR. 19
• Twin Centre 2 Waterloo One 2
Goals: Samantha Dost, Janessa 
Heywood
Assists: Janessa Heywood, 
Samantha Dost
MAR. 20
• Twin Centre 3 Waterloo Three 2
Goals: Hilary Neeb (2), Janessa 
Heywood
Assists: Kim Finn (2), Samantha 
Dost
MAR. 23
• Twin Centre 4 Waterloo One 1
Goals: Samantha Dost, Kim Finn, 

Hilary Neeb, Andrea Norris
Assists: Hilary Neeb (2), Janessa 
Heywood, Becky Cornwall, Andrea 
Norris, Alisha Hamming, Shannon 
Lorentz
MAR. 26
• Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Three 0
Goals: Andrea Norris
Assists: Hilary Neeb, Janessa 
Heywood

MIDGET LL
MAR. 23
• Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Two 1
Goals: Holy Ogram
Assists: Katelyn Bearinger
MAR. 24
• Twin Centre 4 Waterloo One 0
Goals: Holly Ogram, Alaina Groen, 
Nikki Martin, Amanda Martin
Assists: Rachel Van Allen, Holly 
Ogram, Kaytlin Uberig, Beth 
Brubacher, Nikki Martin, Carrie 
Witt
MAR. 25
• Twin Centre 7 Waterloo 1
Goals: Beth Brubacher (2), Holly 
Ogram, Elyse Haid, Meghan 
Lankin, Toni Di Benedetto, Sheila 
Clemmer
Assists: Rachel Van Allen (4), 
Kaytlin Uberig (2), Sheila Clemmer 
(2)
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of,” said coach Chip Seil-
ing. “There’s been vast 
improvement in the last 
year, and I think that has 
to do with the guys … 
themselves coming com-
mitted and ready to play. 
They had the hearts of li-
ons by coming back and 
taking it (the final game) 
into double overtime.”

Top hardware for the 
evening went to Blake 
Martin, who netted the 
Coaches Award for tal-
ent, dedication and com-
mitment, and the Presi-
dent’s Trophy as the most 
valuable player; Martin 
chalked up 15 goals and 10 
assists over the course of 
the season. 

With 14 goals and 16 as-
sists, the Total Points 
Award went to Scott Hus-
twitt, who also received 

Jacks celebrate the year’s successes, players’ accomplishments
the Applejacks Rookie of 
the Year Award. 

Shawn Hannemann 
took home the S.J Camp-
bell Memorial Trophy 
for most improved player 
for his seasonal perfor-
mance; backup netminder 
Andrew Brown received 
the Martin Nowak Memo-
rial Award honouring the 
team’s unsung player.

Evan McInnis nabbed 
the Don Green Memorial 
Award for most sports-
manlike player. Justin 
Bremner took home the 
Ralph Jantzi Memorial 
Award, having been se-
lected as the most valu-
able local player. 

Ryan Gerber, team cap-
tain for 2004-2005, was the 
recipient of the John Egli 
Award as the most valu-
able defenceman; he also 
received a special award 

given to departing over-
age players.  

“This year we went 
through a lot of injuries 
and so we had a lot of 
different guys step up 
throughout the year, so 

this was a hard award to 
pick. This award goes to 
the guy who played con-
sistent game in and game 
out,” said assistant coach 
Duane Hinsperger of Ger-
ber’s award. 

“I’m true believer that 
our overagers [Kevin 
Basler and Ryan Gerber] 
showed us the way,” said 
Seiling. 

“They’ve matured a lot 
as players as well as in-

dividuals. So have our 
younger guys and the 
team as a whole.  I think 
we’re going to build on 
that come this season. I’m 
very excited [about] the 
2005-2006 season.”

PHOTOS: KYLE REA

Continued from page 12

With turkey sea-
son nearly upon 
us, I think it’s 

only appropriate to dis-
pel some of the common 
misconceptions that sur-
round the use of calls.

For instance, many peo-
ple believe that the pri-
mary purpose of a turkey 
call is to lure in turkeys. 
Yeah right, and I suppose 
they think a duck call is 
meant to attract ducks …

Actually, in either case, 
nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. The 
proper purpose of these 
things is to annoy your 
spouse so much so that he 
or she actually begs you 
go hunting just so they 
can get some peace and 
quiet. That’s why I own 
several of each. 

Still, which call to 
choose is an interesting 

question. 
Personally, my favou-

rite call is the slate call. 
Essentially, this produc-
es sounds every time you 
rub a ceramic peg against 
a small, circular piece 
of slate – you’ll note it’s 
the very same stuff that 
chalkboards are made of. 
Needless to say, these are 
wonderfully convenient 
calls to carry as com-
pared to chalkboards. 
Interestingly enough, 
the peg has the identical 
acoustic qualities pos-
sessed by finger nails. 
Together, if used with 
skill and imagination, 
they make wonderfully 
irritating sounds similar 
to the kind that used to 
get you those after school 
detentions. 

Another highly effec-
tive call is what is com-

monly known as the 
diaphragm call. I know 
what you’re thinking 
but, believe me this 
has nothing to do with 
birth control – unless, 
of course, you happen to 
regularly practice call-
ing with it while in bed. 
Then, it’s as good as any 
other form that I can 
think of. Probably bet-
ter.

Quite simply, this call is 
a piece of latex stretched 
within a u-shaped frame 
that you affix by suction 
to your upper palate. The 
idea is to draw air over 
the latex reed to make 
turkey related sounds. 

And while these vocaliza-
tions are actually quite 
realistic and not particu-
larly annoying, the sound 
of the gagging reflex that 
often accompanies them 
is a whole different mat-
ter. 

If used in conjunction 
with a slate call the effect 
can be truly devastating 
on the nerves, as well as 
on any fine crystal in the 
vicinity. 

In addition to these au-
ditory wonders, several 
other calls are equally 
annoying. The box, wing 
bone, and crow call all 
come to mind immedi-
ately. But I believe that 

no person, especially 
that special someone who 
vowed to stay by your 
side until death do you 
part, should be subjected 
to these – mostly because 
it might give them justifi-
able cause to accelerate 
the process.

The real question then is 
when to begin practicing. 
Well, a hunter shouldn’t 
start too early for fear of 
desensitizing his or her 
spouse to the sounds. A 
good rule of thumb is to 
begin one day prior to 
the season for each week 
you’ve been married, but 
this only applies if you’ve 
been married for less 
than five years. If you’ve 
already served over five 
years, one day prior to 
the hunt is generally suf-
ficient.

As for myself, the mere 

act of bringing the calls 
out and wiping them 
down is enough to get me 
permission to hunt for the 
entire season and often 
longer. I don’t say this to 
brag so much as to show 
the novice turkey caller 
what is possible with the 
right amount of effort.

Lastly, remember, when 
you carry a turkey call 
in the house, you wield 
awesome power. But with 
that power comes great 
responsibility. So go 
easy, young Jedi. After 
all, you’ve got to go home 
sometime.

Do this with flowers and 
candy. And get something 
for your spouse, too. Af-
ter all, if you’re going to 
patch things up for next 
year, I can’t stress the im-
portance of starting with 
a clean slate.

THE ROOKIE Scott Hustwitt received the 
Rookie of the Year and Most Points awards.

TOP CHOICE Blake Martin took home two 
top honours: the Coaches Award and MVP.

LOCAL FAVOURITE Justin Bremner was 
selected as the most valuable local player. 
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The fields are slick 
and muddy, but 
that hasn’t stopped 

Elmira District Second-
ary School from getting 
its varsity girls’ soccer 
squad prepped for the 
coming season. With a 
small core of veterans 
and some experienced 
newcomers, the team 
hopes to recover from 
a winless season last 
year. 

“I think we’re going 
to be more competitive 
than we were last year 
… we have some good 
people coming along,” 
said coach Doug Thom-
as, noting 2004 was a 
“tough developmental 
year” in which the EDSS 

Lancers look to kick it up a notch
EDSS girls’ varsity squad ready for a new season

squad went 0-7. 
Heading up the team 

will be four returning 
veterans; as an added 
bonus, many of them are 
already skilled soccer 
players. 

“Because of the out-
side soccer programs, I 
have a number of senior 
girls who have come 
this year for the first 
time with quite a bit of 
soccer experience,” he 
said. “They just haven’t 
played for the Lancers 
before. Even the Grade 
9 and 10 [students] have 
five or six years of expe-
rience in soccer.”

The ball for this year’s 
team got rolling back 
before March Break, 
and preparations have 
continued up to the pres-
ent. Originally, 35 girls 

came out for the team, 
although by yesterday, 
Thomas said that num-
ber should have been  
narrowed down to 22.

“It’s pretty early to tell 
with this team where 
we’re going … while we 
have a good group of ex-
perienced people, they 
haven’t played together 
as a team before,” Thom-
as explained. “So who 
knows how it’s going to 
come together?” 

The team will have to 
gel together very quick-
ly: the season is only 
eight games long. EDSS 
will play each of its pool 
competitors just once be-
fore the Waterloo Coun-
ty Secondary School 
Athletics competition at 
the end of May. 

The players themselves 

are eager to dive into the 
thick of a new season 
out there on the fields; 
thanks to the mud, 
they’ve been relegated 
to practicing inside for 
the time being.

“I just can’t wait to get 
outside and play,” said 
Olivia Vaughan, who’s 
returning to the Lanc-
ers squad for her second 
year. 

“I don’t really care how 
far we get, I just want to 
play. I miss soccer too 
much, and being inside 
doesn’t count.”

The team is supposed 
to play its first game 
against Forest Heights 
at EDSS on Apr. 19, but 
Thomas noted the game 
might be delayed if the 
fields are still too mud-
dy. 

pushover. Woolwich’s 
league title victory comes 
down to teamwork and 
dedication.

“There was a lot of skat-
ing, a lot of passing,” he 
explained. “The team 
has a lot of depth and 
they also generally don’t 
give up. They know they 
can come from behind 
or keep working if they 
have to.

“I think the kids are all 
looking forward to next 
year already.”

Battling Elora for league 
gold, the Minor Midget 
squad took their best-of-
five series to six games, 
prompted by a game one 
tie (2-2). In the end, the 
Wildcats finished 2-3-1 to 
earn silver medals.

“I wasn’t at all disap-
pointed. I think that day, 
some of the boys were 
disappointed, but a week 

Woolwich squads on postseason drive
from now I think they’ll 
reflect back on what a 
great season it was,” com-
mented assistant coach 
Bruce MacIntyre. “We 
just didn’t get the bounc-
es. They got an empty-net 
goal, so it was basically 
a two-goal game. Their 
goalie made some really, 
really big stops when he 
had to.”

“Anytime you’re playing 
into April you’ve had a 
pretty good season,” add-
ed coach Rick Moser, who 
missed game six because 
of a previously-scheduled 
vacation.

A sixth game was need-
ed to settle the series 
after Woolwich pulled 
out a game five win (6-
5) in overtime. That win 
left each team with five 
points; a total of six points 
were needed to crown a 
champion.

“Everybody played real-

ly hard to force the game 
six,” Moser said, prior to 
leaving. “Everybody was 
pretty pumped – they 
went crazy. There was a 
big pileup on the ice [when 
the final buzzer blew].”

Heading into that final 
game, each team had 18 
goals in the series.

“We were very evenly 
matched-up teams,” Ma-
cIntyre noted. “It was a 
great series and, unfor-
tunately, one team had to 
lose.”

Last week, the Major 
Bantam Wildcats out-
played their Oakville 
counterparts for Tri-
County league gold. In the 
Major Novice division, 
Woolwich finished with 
silver.

Continued from page 12

HILARY LONG

RICHARD VIVIAN

907 Frederick St.
Kitchener • 571-0101
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Guelph • 836-4441
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STUCK INSIDE  Olivia Vaughan (right) and potential members of this 
year’s EDSS varsity girls’ soccer team practice inside Tuesday (April 5). 
The squad is stuck playing inside the school gym until the ground is dry 
enough for them to hit the field. 

SILVER MEDAL RUN Mark 
Morlock and his fellow Woolwich 
Minor Midgets earned silver 
in their Tri-County League 
championship series with Elora.
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before, we hadn’t run a 
junior team – the lack of 
experienced players com-
ing up from Junior really 
hurt us last year,” Stuart 
explained.

“So when we restarted 
the junior team last year, 
it was fabulous because 
we had all these kids, 
none had ever played be-
fore and they all learned 
together. They were very 
coachable.” 

The juniors will require a 
bit of work, since the major-
ity of the players are new. 

“If the juniors get to the 
semis with the young, 
inexperienced group we 
have, I’d be really happy. 
But you hope they’ll go 
further. And you never 
know,” he said. “Last 
year I couldn’t have pre-
dicted they were going to 
be that good.”

A group of 45 players 
– 22 or 23 on each team 
– came out for this year’s 
squads when they started 
practices just after March 
Break; the majority will 
make the team. 

A rugby player at EDSS 

for three years now, Mike 
Martin said the prospect 
for this year’s squad are 
pretty good.

“There’s a lot of old fac-
es from last year and kids 
that have come up from 
the junior team that are 
really strong players,” 
he said. “I’d love to go 
to CWOSSA and do well 
there… [and] just have a 
strong season.”

Their first game is 
against Forest Heights on 
Apr. 18, but Stuart said 
that might change if the 
fields aren’t ready. 

Continued from page 12

Lancers itchin’ to scrum
KYLE REA

ROUGHHOUSING  Senior and junior boys from this year’s rugby squad at EDSS brush up on their skills 
during a practice Tuesday (April 5). Coaches and players are predicting a strong year for the senior team 
and a learning season for the Juniors. 

DIGGING FOR 
GOLD  Cassie 
MacDonald (side 
right) of the St. 
Clements Belles 
ringette squad turns 
and watches as a 
Hanover player races 
back up ice toward 
her net during the 
squad’s house league 
championship final 
Apr. 4. The local 
ladies lost 6-5 to 
their rivals; they 
placed first during 
the regular season 
after chalking up an 
18-2 record. 

KYLE REA
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Professional Bra 
Fitting Clinic
Professional Bra 
Fitting Clinic

STEVE KANNON
O B S E V E R  S T A F F

Escaping from her 
“wicked” household, 
the heroine will liter-
ally dance her way 

into the prince’s heart as Bal-
let Jörgen presents Cinderella 
Apr. 14 at Kitchener’s Centre in 
the Square.

Don’t bother looking for a 
pumpkin or those playful mice 
– you can save that for the Dis-
ney version – but you will find 
all the other fixtures of the clas-
sic tale: the wicked stepmother, 
the ugly stepsisters and, of 
course, Prince Charming.

As with any story ballet, the 
tale is told through dance – the 
performers use exaggerated 
movements and emotion to ad-
vance the plot – and music, in 
this case Russian composer 
Sergei Prokofiev’s renowned 
score. The classic ballet has 
been given its latest twist by 
Ballet Jörgen founder Bengt 
Jörgen.

The result is very much true 
to the original story, says the 
production’s namesake hero-
ine.

“It’s all about the underdog 
finding her prince … and find-
ing herself in the process,” 
said Tara Butler in a phone in-
terview from Virginia, where 

Fairytales can 
come true

Classic tale of Cinderella takes flight with Ballet Jörgen
the company was preparing to 
roll out Cinderella for the first 
time.

The dancers, she added, are 
eager to perform this one be-
fore an audience: “We’ve had 
great fun creating this ballet. 
It’s a great story, and the sets 
are absolutely stunning – it’s 
like walking into a fairytale.”

And a fairytale it is, one that 
predates the ballet as it runs 
today (the version from 1945) 
and the animated cartoons 
that followed. In fact, Cinder-
ella-type tales span hundreds 
of years of history: the first 
written version appeared in 9th 
century China. Cinderella as 
we know her today stemmed 
from France’s Charles Per-
rault, whose 1697 collection of 
fairytales also gave us a classic 
take on Sleeping Beauty, Puss 
in Boots, and Little Red Riding-
hood.

Familiarity with Cinderella’s 
story, her hopes and dreams, 
make this ballet an ideal intro-
duction to the art, much like 
Ballet Jörgen’s holiday classic, 
The Nutcracker. Without the 
narrative, the tale still holds 
all the familiar cues.

“This is easy to follow … an 
enjoyable experience and a 
great production as an intro-
ductory [look] at ballet,” said 
Butler, noting some people 

remain intimidated by ballet. 
“I don’t think that people give 
themselves enough credit.”

Her own love of dance having 
come from exposure to ballet at 
a young age, Butler said family 
support for the arts was instru-
mental in her choice of a career 
path. 

The performing arts – dance, 
opera, theatre and the like – are 
“essential parts of our culture” 
that people need to see, par-
ticularly at an early age, she 
stressed. It serves as fodder for 
young dreams, just as Cinder-
ella is all about daydreaming 
… and sometimes seeing that 
those dreams can come true, 
as staged by the troupe of danc-
ers.

Ballet Jörgen Canada, based 
in Toronto, is one of Canada’s 
six ballet companies currently 
serving the nation. The com-
pany was founded in 1987 pri-
marily in an effort to create 
opportunities for ballet chore-
ographers and the development 
of original ballets.

Cinderella dances onto the 
stage Apr. 14 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $29-$49 (children’s tickets 
start at $17), available at the 
Centre in the Square box office 
in Kitchener by calling 578-
1570 or 1-800-265-8977; or found 
online at www.centre-square.
com.

The praise teams at St. Jacobs’ Calvary United Church unveil a new CD on 
Apr. 17, with events set for 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. The sounds come courtesy 
of the congregation’s many singers and musicians. The  church is located 
at 48 Hawkesville Rd. Admission is a free-will offering. Call 885-5012.

Given the praise for authenticity, you may want to stay away from the pia-
no as Conestogo’s Black Forest Inn presents “Great Balls of Fire!,” the Jerry 
Lee Lewis story. Also on the bill for Apr. 15 and 16 is Jeff Scott as Buddy 
Holly, who wasn’t known to use pyrotechnics in his shows. Call 664-2223.

Already a bestseller of epic proportions, and with a movie in the works, 
The Da Vinci Code is prime watercooler fodder. WLU religion professor 
Peter Erb will discuss the book’s popularity Apr. 14 (7:30 p.m.) at the 
Waterloo Public Library. Admission is free. Call 886-1310, ext. 127.

OFF TO THE BALL As Cinderella, Tara Butler’s mind is not on the chores demanded 
by her wicked stepmother. Rather, she dreams of being swept off her feet by the 
dashing Prince Charming. Ballet Jörgen’s interpretation of the timeless tale takes the 
stage at Kitchener’s Centre in the Square on Apr. 14.
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WERE YOU AT THE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL? 
SEE OUR COVERAGE AND FIND MORE PICS ONLINE!
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WORDUP 
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R I M E O S T L E R A M E B A
H O E R C A B A N A N U M E N
U N T O A M A Z O N R I L E
M I A S M A R E S T A I L O R
B U G E Y E D A G E I N G
A M A R H E U M A T O L O G Y

L O A N I N G H A G
U N A R M S S L O E L I F T
F O X Y T R U I S M S U N D O
O N Y X S E E S E O L I A N

R E V S I S T R U M
J A C K E T P O T A T O I M P
O B R I E N E N A C T O R
B R E N D A B U R P T R A L A
B A N E H E R E I N I B E X
E D E M A A N G I N A E L S E
R E L A X T E E N S Y S E T S

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

��������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������

���������������������������
��������������

������������
��������������������������

�������������
�������������������������

�������������������

����������������������������������������������

����������������������
Huge

�����
����

�������

�����������
��������
�����������

��������������
���������������������������������
���������������������������������
���������������������������������

�������������������
����������������������������

������������������������������������������
����� ��������� ��������� ����������� ����
������ ����� ��� ��� ������� ������������ ����
����� ��������� ������ ��� �������� ���� ����
��������� ����� ����� ��� ������ ���������
���������������������������������������
����������������������������������������
���������

������������������������������������������
������������������

�����������
��������������������
������������ �������� ������� ���
����������������������������������
���� ��� ������ ���� ������ ������������
�����������������������������������
������������ ������ ����� ��� �������
������������������������������������
�������������������������������������
��������������

�������������������������������

����������������������

�������
������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

�������������

���������������

�����������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������
������������������������
������������������
�����������������
����������������������
���������������������
��������������������
�������������
���������������������
������������������
�������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

�����������������
���������������
����������������
�������������������
����������������
������������������
���������������
������������
����������������
��������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

AUCTION AUCTION

HELP WANTED

Construction Labourer/
Driver wanted. Reliable, 
mature, heavy lif ting re-
quired. (519)651-7120.

Fast, Safe and easy weight 
loss. Dr formulated and in-
dividually coached custom 
program. PH: (705)533-
3744. Website http:/herbal-
nutrition.net/sallyc

Lawn Care Technician & 
Landscape Lead Hand. You 
are highly motivated, ener-
getic and well organized. 
You posess exceptional 
customer service skills. 
You have a valid G class 
driving license with clean 
record. Will train lawn care 
technician. Landscape lead 
hand should have 3-5 years 
experience in planting, in-
terlocking stone & retaining 
wall construction. Please 
fax resume to: (519)669-
5313.

HELP WANTED

Optometric Assistant . 
Computer literacy required. 
2 -4  days per week. Forward 
resume to: Dr. s. Peta, 13 
Memorial Ave., Elmira,ON., 
N3B 2R1

Wanted - AZ Driver, approx. 
25 to 30 hours per week. 
Line hauls to Hamilton area 
hauling steel scrap, no un-
loading $18.00 hour. Good 
judgment and a clean ab-
stract a must. Apply by fax 8 
to 5. Secondary Resources 
(519)393-5390.

Wanted - Full and part 
time labourers for a busy 
scrap metal recycling yard. 
Applicants must be able to 
lift 40 lbs repeatedly and 
be prepared to work in all 
weather conditions. Work 
boots and transportation a 
must. $12.00/hour. Apply 
by fax 8 to 5. Secondary Re-
sources (519)393-5390.
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HELP WANTED

Part-Time Sales Position 
available for a highly moti-
vated and fashion conscious 
person. Please fax your re-
sume to: (519)664-1009.

We require a person to do 
nightly cleaning. Approxi-
mately 1 hour per night. 
Please send resume to: 
Stoltz Sales & Service, P.O. 
Box  235, Elmira, ON.,N3B 
2Z6. Attn: Marlin.

Whitewashers, Painters, 
DZ Drivers, labourers. Will 
train. (519)848-3184.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds.

Work From Home. $500 - 
$2500 per month part-time. 
$3000+ full- time. www.
incomefromhome.ca

WORK WANTED

I Have Room for more 
cleaning places, so if you 
would want cleaning done, 
please contact Darlene, at 
638-2655.

FOR SALE

Brand New and gently 
used sets of Uncle Arthur’s 
Bedtime/Bible Story books. 
My Bible Friends, Hurlbut’s 
Story of the Bible and books 
by Max Lucado, Billy Gra-
ham, Joni Earckson Tada, 
and many more authors. We 
can deliver to your home if 
requested. Call (519)669-
1456.

FOR SALE

65HP Diesel Tractor. Duetz 
Fahr with front end loader 
and farm wagon. 749-8715, 
evenings.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Colorado Blue Spruce, 
three to 10 feet. Dig your 
own. $5 per foot. Dig by 
machine $12 per tree extra. 
846-0518.

Creature Comfort Pet Em-
porium offers Senior/Student 
discounts! Save even more 
on quality pet food, supplies, 
accessories & gifts. 1553 
King St. N., Upper Village, 
St. Jacobs. 664-3366:
www.creaturecomfort.ca

Dining. Locally hand-
crafted, solid oak, double 
pedestal table with 6 chairs 
& 3 leaves. $1,500. Call 
725-8686.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
B i rd land Plaza Elmira, 
Tues. to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  
Donations welcomed. 669-
1129.

Regal Orders. Over 475 
items under $20. 300+ new 
items. Call for a catalogue. 
Place your order and save 
10%. 669-1456.

Very Pretty Garden Shed. 
8’X10’, white vinyl siding/
blue trim, window with shut-
ters, barn style cedar shake 
roof. $450.00 reg.($875.00). 
Call Ray 699-1120 or 699-
5187.

Wood, Single size 
sleigh bed with drawers 
and dresser. 669-0584.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Genius Panasonic Micro-
wave oven and two cook 
books. Excellent condition. 
$15. 669-2263.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Magazines - Country Wom-
an, Martha Stewart. Approx. 
75. $.50 ea. 669-3740.

Motocross Boots. Excel-
lent condition. Size 5 MSR 
black. $50. (519)846-2720.

Single Bed Frame with 
wood headboard & foot-
board.  $ 45. (519) 638 -
5821.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

First and Second Cut hay, 
no rain. 4 cents, 5 cents 
per pound.  656-2116 or 
656-1059.

John Deere 1000 18ft C 
shank cultivator $1850.00; 20 
ft pony harrow heavy spring 
tooth, cylinder lift $1250.00; 
MF 33 15 run drill good shape 
$1250.00; New Holland 679 
Tandem spreader, works 
good, heavy chain $2200.00; 
New Holland 352 Mixmill, 18ft 
unload auger $2500.00; 14ft 
bolt on finger harrow attach-
ment for cultivator or disc 
$475.00; John Deere van-
brunt 13 run drill, mechanical 
or cylinder lift $650.00. 12 ft 
double sided chain harrow 
$475.00. Dan Seifried, Har-
riston 338-2688.

You just proved classifieds 
work. Place YOURS today.

Potatoes and Onions. 
White $8 - 75lbs, medium 
or large. Yukon gold $6.50 
- 50 lbs. Onions $8 - 50 lbs. 
No chemical fertilizer. Joel, 
664-3093.

Strawberry and Raspber-
ry plants. Order early for 
best selection. Leonard F. 
Martin, (519)669-2181.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques Wanted. Crocks, 
clocks, paintings and frames, 
early paper, architectur-
al, furniture, glass, china. 
Driveshed and basement 
treasures. Call (519)843-
2777, machine - please 
leave message.

WANTED

We Are Looking for good 
used items to be donated 
to our Fundraiser Garage 
Sale, Apr. 29 & 30, in Wal-
lenstein. All proceeds go 
to Lighthouse Ministries 
Int. Ghana, West Africa. 
If you have any items to 
donate contact Doris at 
669-3254 or email Judy at 
cjdm32002@yahoo.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

1990 Buick Lesabre, ma-
roon exterior and interior. 
Clean car, well maintained, 
fully loaded. $2500 obo. Call 
(519)669-3060.

1996 Ford Windstar. Load-
ed, as is. $1450. 669-2264.

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Cherokee Lare-
do. 4x4 with only 84,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment near 
downtown Elmira. Recently 
renovated. Call 648-2340.

Elmira - 1 bedroom above 
store downtown. $450 plus 
hydro. 669-5431.

Elmira - One Bedroom. 
close to downtown. Quiet 
building. Laundry/Parking. 
$480.00/month. Available 
now. 669-1024.

Elmira - One bedroom. 
Feb. 1. Downtown, non 
smoker. $495 + only hydro. 
669-5431.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. indus-
trial bay with 16 ft. high ceil-
ing. 12 foot high door, 600 
volt electrical service, gas 
heat/water. Call 669-1461 
for details.

RENTALS

House for Rent in north 
Waterloo. 3 bedroom. Main 
floor living. Large yard. $875 
inclusive. Available May 1. 
746-1557.

Room Wanted To Rent. Qui-
et, middle aged male. Avail-
able as soon as possible. Call 
669-5122, leave message.

Warehouse Space for rent 
in Elmira at Walco Equip-
ment, 20 Ar thur St . N. 
Blocks of approx. 500 sq ft 
with dock and forklift service 
available. Call 669-4025, 
ask for Jim.

REAL ESTATE

Four Bedroom - Coun-
try home on 21/2 acres. 
11/2 kms east of Linwood. 
1825 sq. ft. on main floor 
plus 24’x28’ pool room. At-
tached single car garage, 
full unfinished basement. 
24’ x 36’ heated hobby shop 
with new 32’x30’ attached 
garage. Hot water - house, 
shop and pool heated with 
outside wood boiler. Natu-
ral gas available. $310,000. 
(519)698-9960.

Place your classified ad 
today, Call 669-5790.
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DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

SKATE SHARPENING
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ELECTRICIANCARPET CARE

COMPLETE
CARPET
CARE
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ACROSS 
1. Pursuer
7. Canadian ambassa-
dor in New York
13. A health resort
16. Connect front & 
back legs of  a horse 
together (for racing)
17. Places in paral-
lel rows
18. Resinlike sub-
stance used in varnish
19. Style of  writing 
with the letters slant-
ing to the right
20. Eucalyptus eater
21. Weather lacking 
emotion
22. Put your line in 
the water again
23. Cannot be refuted
25. Abundance
27. At the top
28. Weedy grass
29. Famous baseball 
Hank
31. Baseball decision 
maker
34. 1980 Nobel prize 
winner Czeslaw’s 
poem
37. A seductive wom-
an
39. A disorderly out-
burst
40. Close
41. Type of  miner-
al that is able to form 
into thin leaves
42. Composed of  ani-
mal fat
44. Retreat in the 
woods
46. Elmira’s gold

48. Moves around 
gloomily
49. Presaging ill-for-
tune
50. They man a ship 
or aircraft
51. Rubber hoop
52. Sound a phone has 
made
53. A thin wedge of  
material for driving 
into crevices
54. Find a role for an 
actor
55. Between northeast 
and east
56. Lure
59. Every one consid-
ered individually
62. Famous 80s shirt
63. Products of  famil-
ial mating
67. Acts against ones 
own country
72. Dealing with the 
terminal section of  
the alimentary canal
73. Dinner garnish
74. Magazine insert 
for hanging on the 
wall
75. Turkish capital
76. A pompous fool
77. Founder of  the sci-
ence of  genetics
78. Dig further down
79. 17th letter of  the 
Greek alphabet
80. One or more large 
merchant ships
81. Being the oldest 
one
DOWN 
1. Shrill bird call

2. Rentable resting 
place
3. With rapid move-
ments
4. Splashing a liquid 
on a surface
5. A Hebrew prophet 
and disciple and suc-
cessor of  Elijah
6. A person autho-
rized to conduct reli-
gious worship
7. Pacific Island ___ 
New Guinea
8. Chairman of  US 
Federal Reserve Board
9. Brain
10. Make attractive
11. Make-shift abode
12. A conjunction 
word can be “because”
13. A thick piece of  
something
14. Burial garment 
in which corpse is 
wrapped
15. Highest pinnacle 
of  something
21. A covering for the 
head (cloth or knitted)
24. Electrically 
charged particle
26. Failing in what 
duty requires
29. Chaos
30. Tool for splitting 
wood
31. Perfect world
32. Scrooges
33. Option already in-
cluded in something
34. A band returns to 
the stage
35. Someone of  the 

sea
36. Eastern Texas riv-
er flowing into the 
Gulf  of  Mexico
38. Frozen
39. Picked out ran-
dom samples for ex-
amination
42. Half-monkey, half-
humans
43. Contraction of  “I 
am”
45. A negative
47. One of  3 cantons 
of  Switzerland
53. Syllable naming 
5th note on musical 
scale
56. The punctuation 
before com web ad-
dress
57. One who runs 
away to get married
58. Removing the cen-
tre from a fruit or veg-
etable
60. Wear away
61. Supply with battle-
ments
62. A sizeable hole
63. Express indirectly
64. Step (in French)
65. Challenges
66. Angle
67. Male monarch/
emperor (esp. in Rus-
sia)
68. Skin irritation
69. In addition
70. Denotes India
71. Take to court for 
financial gain
77. Informal term for 
mother
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SERVICEDIRECTORY

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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PAINTING

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

LAWN CARE
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AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANTS
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HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS
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SERVICEDIRECTORY

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

MASONRY
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CONSTRUCTION

TAKE A 
PICTURE
ANY PICTURE.

ANY ISSUE.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

CALL 669-5790
for more information.

REPRINTS

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

March 30
10:29 AM Charges are pending 

against a Kitchener man after a 
pickup truck was stolen from a 
Jigs Hollow Road farm. Sometime 
overnight a blue Ford pickup was 
taken from the yard. At 2:42 p.m., 
the farmer found an abandoned 
black Toyota pickup truck stuck 
in the mud off nearby Crook’s 
Track Road – with a tow chain 
from his pickup attached to the 
front end. Police believe the blue 
pickup was taken in an unsuc-
cessful bid to tow the Toyota from 
the mud. Later that evening, Wa-
terloo detectives found the stolen 
blue pickup at a plaza in the city 
and two suspects – seen nearby 
– were arrested. Upon investiga-
tion, police discovered one of the 
suspects is the registered owner 
for the black Toyota. The investi-
gation continues.

11:54 AM An Elmira restaurant 
owner expressed concern over 
a group of young skateboards 
hanging out in front of the busi-
ness. Police responded to the 
area and talked with the youths, 
who agreed to be more conscien-
tious. 

March 31
8:19 PM A Moorefield man re-

turned from a two-week vacation 
to find his car stolen from the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market, where he 
and other bus passengers parked 
before departing. At press time, 
the blue, four-door Chrysler – with 
personalized maker 1 JANNY 
– had yet to be recovered. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.
10:40 PM A residential break-in 

was reported on Elmira’s Church 
Street. Sometime after 7 p.m. the ▼ See MORE page 21

previous evening, a walk-in base-
ment door was forced open; taken 
were a JVC digital camcorder and 
an MGD computer tower. A ca-
nine unit was called in to track 
the thieves, but lost the scent 
nearby – police suspect a get-
away vehicle was involved. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

April 2
12:13 AM A rock was thrown 

through a house window on 
Ament Line in Linwood. Damage 
is estimated at $300. A suspect 
was provided to police, but the in-
dividual denied responsibility. The 
investigation continues.
10:44 PM Police were called to 

assist management of the Central 
Tavern in downtown Elmira with 
escorting a group of “disorderly” 
men from the premises. In the pro-

cess, an Elmira man was arrested 
and charged with public intoxica-
tion. He was held in custody over-
night.

April 3
10:40 AM Poor weather condi-

tions were blamed for a series of 
accidents in the area, the first of 
which occurred on Manser Road, 
near Schummer Line. A Newton 
woman was northbound when 
she lost control of her vehicle and 
rolled into a ditch. Heavy damage 
was reported to the vehicle, but 
the driver was unharmed. There 
were no charges.
12:49 PM A Hawkesville woman 

lost control of her vehicle and en-
tered a ditch on Ament Line. The 
woman reported slushy road con-
ditions and strong winds at the 
time. Damage to the vehicle was 
moderate. There were no injuries. 

No charges were laid.
2:55 PM Police were called 

to a single-vehicle collision on 
Hutchinson Road, near Ament 
Line. The driver reported being 
pulled off the road and into a 
ditch by a slushy build-up. There 
were no injuries. The vehicle sus-
tained minor damage. No charges 
were laid.
3:15 PM A nearly identical 

collision took place on Gerber 
Road: the driver lost control due 
to slush on the road and ended 
up in a ditch. The driver escaped 
unscathed, while the vehicle suf-
fered minor damage. No charges 
were laid.
6:34 PM A Raising Mill Gate, 

Elmira resident reported the theft 
of three bow-and-arrow hunting 
sets. The items – valued at $2,000 
– were taken from the garage 
sometime since the beginning of 

the year. The investigation contin-
ues.

April 4
2:26 PM An abandoned youth’s 

scooter was reported by a Fla-
mingo Drive, Elmira resident. The 
silver scooter, which had been sit-
ting for three days, is being held 
at the Elmira police station pend-
ing owner identification.
9:40 PM Two Wellesley Village 

residents – one on Reiner Cres-
cent, the other on Nafziger Road 
– reported their homes were 
pelted with eggs. One of the com-
plainants provided police with a 
suspect, who was subsequently 
interviewed and warned about 
their actions.

April 5
8:45 AM A speed limit sign on 
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TRADES &   
SERVICES

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Expe-
rienced, confidential ser-
vice. Computerized returns 
. Net Filing available. Call 
669-1429.

Income Tax - Lydia’s book-
keeping, Personal Tax. Cor-
poration Owner operated 
business for 20 years, E-file, 
Gov’t forms, log books. Call 
662-1857 (New Hamburg).

Lawn Rolling Service. 
Reasonable rates. 669-
3924.

COMING EVENTS

Canadian Scrapbook 
Expo. Paris Fair Grounds 
April 9th, 9:00 - 6:00. Shop-
ping, classes, prizes, KID-
ZONE, layout contest and 
more!! Tickets at Scrapbook 
Joy and Scrap Happy. www.
canadianscrapbookexpo.ca 
or (519)442-0400.

GARAGE SALES

Multi Family Garage Sale 
- April 16 & 17, 7:30 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Everything imagin-
able. Hwy. 7 turn north onto 
Shantz Station Road. 21101 
Hopewell Creek Road. Rain 
or Shine.

Garage Sale Season is here. 
Advertise your garage sale in 
Woolwich & Wellesley’s best-
read weekly newspaper. Call 
669-5790 today.

BUSINESS

OWN YOUR OWN STORE 
- Country Depot, TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Department 
Store Dealerships available. 
New & existing locations. 
No Franchise Fees - receive 
Yearly Dividends. Call TruServ 
Canada TODAY - 1-800-665-
5085 www.truserv.ca

MOBILE SIGN LETTERS 
Boxed in 360’s. Assor t-
ed sizes and colors. Free 
samples. VISA / MC orders 
shipped pre-paid Canada-
Wide. Brandex Sign Supply. 
Phone 1-866-704-3501

YOUR DOLLAR STORE 
WITH MORE, Canada’s larg-
est & fastest growing Dollar 
Store franchise with over 180 
stores, has an opportunity 
for you. Franchise informa-
tion: Toll-Free 1-866-673-
4968, www.dollarstore.ca

SEEKING 6 managers to as-
sist in setting up a worldwide 
distribution centre in Ontario 
to meet growing demands 
for Japanese most innova-
tive healthcare therapy. 1-
780-805-1356 Garry.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. 
Earn up to $3,000+ week. 
Kennedy Transportation is 
looking for individuals who 
want to start their own truck-
ing business. Guaranteed 
work contracts for 1, 3 & 5 
ton straight trucks and High-
way Tractor. No experience 
required. G licence OK. 
Financing available. Phone 
905-501-8779 or Toll-Free 
1-888-827-6044.

BUSINESS

A DREAM BUSINESS. Make 
unlimited income poten-
tial from home! Using your 
computer. Simple automated 
system. Not MLM, extensive 
support. $2,000 startup. Im-
mediate income!      www.
dreambusiness4you.org.

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING! ONTARIO Book 
your holidays! CMT and 
Chevy Truck presents Have-
lock Country Jamboree Aug. 
18-21/05. Featuring Travis 
Tritt, Tanya Tucker, SheD-
aisy, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, 
Ricky Skaggs, George Can-
yon, Eddie Eastman, Gene 
Watson + more. Order tick-
ets 1-800-539-3353 or www.
havelockjamboree.com

TORONTO TOY, TRAIN 
& DOLL COLLECTORS’ 
SHOW, April 24 10AM-4PM, 
International Centre, 6900 
Airport Rd, Mississauga. 
Collectible toys, dolls, oper-
ating lego/model trains. Free 
I.D. Clinic! Bring the whole 
fami ly !  9 05 - 945 -2775 ;  
www.antiquetoys.ca

MEDICAL SYMPOSIUM 
/ 20 th ANNIVERSARY, 
Neurofibromatosis Society 
of Ontario October 29/30, 
2005 Toronto. 1(866)THE-
NFSO (843-6376) www.
nfon.ca Neuro (nerve) Fi-
broma (tumour). NF affects 
1 in 3000 bir ths. May is 
Neurofibromatosis Aware-
ness Month.

EMPLOYMENT

W S I B / W C B  B E N E F I T 
ALERT - Did WSIB stop 
your Older Worker/147(4), 
135(4) Supplement? We 
can help! NO UP FRONT 
FEES! Call  1-888-747-6474. 
Please Quote #777.

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE-
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Manager Wanted. 1-800-
383-3589

PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
It’s your lucky day. Call now 
to get reconnected at the 
Cheapest Price! We can 
beat any resellers price. 
Call Easy Reconnect 1-877-
446-5877

EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITIES in the beautiful 
Rocky Mountains of Jas-
per, Alberta. Decore Ho-
tels has immediate em-
ployment positions avail-
able in the Housekeep-
ing Department and Front 
Desk. We offer staff ac-
commodation, bonus, com-
petitive wages and benefits. 
Fax 780-852-4860. Email 
cmcgee@decorehotels.
com

NEED A HOME PHONE? 
Get your phone connect-
ed - monthly service only 
$49.95 and connection fee 
of only $36.13! (plus tax) 
Call Phone Factory Recon-
nect 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca
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The price on dog tags goes up $5.00 on April 15, 2005.  
Get your dog tags at the following locations:

The Village Pet Food Shoppe, 10 Church St. W., Elmira
Creature Comfort Pet Emporium, 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs

Or the Township Office, 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira. 
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Floradale Road was discovered 
turned in the wrong direction. 
Waterloo Region was notified, 
and sent a repair crew out imme-
diately.
1:46 PM Sometime over the 

weekend, a toolbox was taken 
from a farm workshop on Jigs Hol-
low Road. The toolbox contained 
several ratchet and socket sets. 
There are no suspects.
3:50 PM A break-in was re-

ported at the Scouts building on 
Oriole Parkway in Elmira. Some-
time over the weekend, entry was 
gained, but nothing was reported 
stolen. However, several empty 
beer bottles were found inside. 

Continued from page 19 There are no suspects. The inves-
tigation continues.

April 6
1:45 AM A Kitchener taxi driver 

called police after four men fled 
from his cab on Mockingbird 
Drive in Elmira. The men – whom 
had been drinking – were return-
ing from a birthday celebration 
in Kitchener. A canine unit was 
called in and tracked one of the 
suspects to an address on Pintail 
Drive. A man there admitted to 
the crime, but refused to name 
the others involved. In lieu of 
charges, the man agreed to pay 
the $41 cab bill and apologize to 
the driver. 

KYLE REA

CLEANING UP A 
group of Mennonites 
sort through a pile 
of charred wood 
after fire demolished 
a wood shelter at 
a sugar bush near 
the corner of Cedar 
Spring and Floradale 
roads Apr. 5. The fire 
broke out around 6:30 
p.m. when an ember 
from a chimney used 
to boil sap landed 
on a wood pile and 
ignited. Firefighters 
spent hours searching 
the rubble for hidden 
hotspots. Damage 
was estimated at 
$500; there were no 
injuries. 
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SJK takes awards at science fair Arnott appointed to three Conservative task forces They’re not keeping silent about auction

▼ See ACT page 27
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Lindsay Mewhin-
ey really loved 
her waist-length 

brown hair – after all, 
it had taken her a year-
and-a-half to grow it 
that long. But for the 
nine-year-old Heidel-
berg youth, her long 
locks were more than 
just a fashion-state-
ment: they were part 
of a goal to help cancer 
victims. 

“My grandpa died four 

Heidelberg girl gets chance to grow for a cause
Lindsay Mewhiney grew her hair long specifically to aid kids afflicted with cancer

years ago from cancer,” 
said Lindsay.

From that experience, 
she knew she wanted to 
do something to help peo-
ple – especially children 
– who suffered from can-
cer.  She hit on the idea 
of growing her hair long, 
and for the past year and 
a half, she has let her hair 
grow and grow. That was 
until Mar. 9, when a Wa-
terloo hairdresser cut her 
hair down to size – which 
was tough at the time, be-
cause Lindsay had grown 
to like her long tresses. 

“But I know that some-
one else will be happy 
with it. And I can grow 
mine back, because I’m 
not getting chemothera-
py,” she said. 

Coming from her young 
daughter, the idea of 
growing her hair long 
and then donating it to 
help cancer patients was 
not really a surprise to 
Allison Mewhiney. 

“She has always been 
a kind-hearted little 
girl for everything. So 
it wasn’t a shock at all,” 
she said. “She has a little 

sister and the thought of 
her losing her hair both-

ered her, so the thought 
of another small child 

not having hair due to 
chemotherapy upset 
her a little bit and she 
wanted to do something 
to help.”

It took Lindsay 18 
months to grow her hair 
long enough so that she 
could donate it; when 
they were cut, Lindsay’s 
locks were more than 28 
centimetres long. 

“It was a sacrifice for 
her because she loved 
her hair, and I wouldn’t 
let her grow her hair 
that long otherwise,” 

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Reaction was im-
mediate and 
widespread as 
the world learned 

last weekend that Pope 
John Paul II had passed 
away following a lengthy 
illness. For more than 
one billion Catholics, 
Apr. 2 was a day of great 
sadness, even tempered 
by weeks of extensive 
media coverage about the 
84-year-old pontiff’s fail-
ing health.

Head of the Roman 
Catholic Church for more 
than 26 years, Pope John 
Paul II was regarded 
as a high-profile leader 
who touched billions of 
people, reaching out to 
an audience beyond his 
immediate faith group. 
That influence, say local 
Catholics, means it will 
take some time to come 
to grips with his death.

“It’s sad that he is gone. 
But, on the other hand, 
we have gratitude to God 
that we had him for so 
long,” said Father George 
Nowak of St. Teresa of 
Avila’s Roman Catho-

Pope’s death sends ripples worldwide
Local Catholics part of global tribute to life of Pope John Paul II

lic Church in Elmira. 
Nowak had the honour of 
meeting Pope John Paul 
II twice, once in 1982 and 
again 18 years later. In 
the latter instance, he 
held mass with the Pope 
in his private Vatican 
chapel on Dec. 8, 2000. 

“My impression was … a 
sense of being with some-
one who was holy. You 
could feel the atmosphere 
of something extraordi-
nary,” Nowak explained. 

“He’s a giant figure. 
If you take that he was 
an actor, poet, philoso-
pher, theologian and ev-
erything combined … 
what you get is a genius. 
I think that this pope 
will be called John Paul 
the Great. Whatever he 
touched had great influ-
ence.”

John Paul’s greatest 
achievement, Nowak sug-
gested, was his respect 
for humanity and work 
with the young people, 
especially the creation of 
World Youth Day in 1985. 

“He had a great love 
for young people. He had 
great communication 
with them … they were 
deeply touched by his 

teachings and his love for 
them.”

Father Robert Hetu of 
St. Clements RC Church 
in St. Clements met the 
Pope in 1989, and had a 
similar impression of the 
pontiff. 

“He was very warm and 
welcoming. Our visit 
wasn’t that long, [but] I 
remember the awe I felt 
at shaking and kissing 
his hand … and I was just 
wondering if that’s how 
people felt in the pres-
ence of Jesus.”

To honour the memory 
of John Paul II, area 
Catholic churches have 
set up small commemo-
rative displays, includ-
ing candles, photos and 
books of condolence. 

St. Teresa’s held a spe-
cial mass in memory of 
John Paul II, which was 
attended by about 70 peo-
ple. Among the group was 
Marianne Kieswetter. 

“The service was beauti-
ful. It was very touching,” 
she said. “The readings 
were very much geared 
toward what we needed 
to help us in our mourn-
ing process … the songs 

▼ See LOCAL page 24

PHOTOS: HILARY LONG

Peter Forsythe and Mihail Buse of St. John’s-Kilmarnock school took home 
top honours at the Waterloo-Wellington Science and Engineering Fair Apr. 
5 at Bingemans. Tristan Neill, Dave Campbell and Katrina Martin of EDSS 
took home bronze medals at the local science competition. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE Mary Jane Yaeger holds her rosary and 
prays in silence for Pope John Paul II prior to the mass held at St. 
Teresa of Avila’s Roman Catholic Church in Elmira Apr. 5. 

IN MEMORIAM Father Robert Hetu of 
St. Clement’s RC Church  stands beside a 
memorial set up at the front of the church 
for Pope John Paul II.

SIGN OFF Mey Howlett, a member of 
St. Teresa of Avila’s RC Church, signs a 
book of condolences for the pontiff.

BEFORE AND AFTER Nine-year-old Lindsay Mewhiney grew her hair 
for a year and a half before it was long enough to be shorn off and 
donated to help kids with cancer on Mar. 9. 

Waterloo-Wellington MPP Ted Arnott was appointed to a trio of task 
forces – economic development, education and health care – for the 
Ontario Progressive Conservative party. This week’s move is aimed at 
preparing the party should it be returned to government in 2007.

The “giant silent auction” is returning to New Hamburg, in support of 
the Interfaith Community Counselling Centre, which caters to Wellesley 
residents. More than 600 items – including six new vehicles –  will be up 
for auction Apr. 23 at the community arena.

www.woolwichobserver.com
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Farmers should crash the board, says former Harris aid
If supply management fails, “farms from Lindsay to London will be subdivisions”
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Farmers in Ontario 
have a lot to lose 
over the next little 

while – maybe every-
thing. If they want to save 
their industry, they’d bet-
ter “crash the boards,” 
set their own agenda and 
get in the public’s con-
science, or risk losing 
their traditional base of 
support.

That’s the word from 
Wallace Pidgeon, a for-
mer journalist and com-
munications aid to  for-
mer Ontario premier 
Mike Harris. He told 200 
participants gathered for 
the joint meeting of the 
Ontario Farm Animal 
Council (OFAC) and Ag-
ricultural Groups Con-
cerned About Resources 
and the Environment 
(AGCARE) that the farm 
community is at a cross-
roads with a public who 
really doesn’t understand 
it.

Pidgeon, now a private 
media consultant, said 
he believes urbanites’ pa-
tience is starting to wear 
thin with farmers’ ongo-

ing requests for emer-
gency bailouts. Even 
$1 billion – an amount 
that makes most people 
stagger – isn’t enough, 
as shown by the bevy of 
news releases that farm 
groups hurried to issue a 
few days after federal Ag-
riculture Minister Andy 
Mitchell announced the 
latest farm aid package 
last week. Farm groups 
called the $1 billion a sig-
nificant first step.

“People are asking, ‘If I 
lost my job, would I get a 
bailout like this?’” says 
Pidgeon. Invariably, the 
answer is ‘no.’ So why 
should farmers? 

There are some com-
pelling reasons why, of 
course, including food 
security and rural pres-
ervation. But if that mes-
sage isn’t getting through 
to consumers and oth-
ers – particularly young 
people, who for the most 
part don’t understand or 
care about farm politics 
– agriculture could have 
a big problem. Pidgeon 
thinks it does.

For example, he’s amazed 
there isn’t more concern 
over what could be one of 
the biggest changes ever 
in Ontario agriculture, 
the threat to supply man-
agement for the dairy and 
poultry industries. Right 
now, laws set the prices 
farmers get for milk and 
chicken, and limit foreign 
competition. 

A great deal of Ontario’s 
agricultural foundation 
is built on supply man-
agement. But it’s a system 
that irritates the U.S., 
where politicians and bu-
reaucrats are leading a 
significant international 
effort to make Canada 
eliminate it. That will 
most likely render Cana-
da a dumping ground for 
U.S. products. 

If supply management 
goes down, Pidgeon pre-
dicts dire consequences. 

“Lindsay to London will 

become one big subdivi-
sion,” he says.  

Agriculture’s connec-
tivity to urbanites will 
further dwindle, govern-
ments will feel less pres-
sure to bail-out the indus-
try, bankers’ will to loan 
money will shrink, and 
global competitors will 
walk right through the 
door.

So Pidgeon thinks the 
farm community should 
raise its profile more 
than ever. AGCARE and 
OFAC have already start-
ed down this road; at the 
annual meeting, OFAC 

executive director Crys-
tal MacKay announced 
80 per cent of the organi-
zation’s efforts would be 
proactive initiatives this 
year, rather than reactive 
– in other words, seizing 
the agenda, rather than 
responding to someone 
or something else.

Seizing the agenda can 
yield results. Another 
of the annual meeting’s 
guest speakers, Andrew 
Casey, vice-president of 
government relations 
and communications 
with the Forest Products 
Association of Canada, 
said a concerted pub-
lic relations campaign 
over the past decade has 
changed people’s minds 
about forestry. It was 
once considered its own 

evil empire, bent on clear 
cutting Canada. Now, it’s 
seen as environmentally 
friendly, and sustainable.

This campaign cost mil-
lions of dollars. Farmers 
don’t have such sums. 

Forestry received its 
main support from lum-
ber and paper compa-
nies. But right now, for 
the most part, agri-food 
doesn’t have that same 
support base. Farm 
groups just can’t carry 
all the weight. 

Still, they need a major 
cash injection if they’re 
going to “crash the 
boards” and constantly 
be in the public’s face, as 
Pidgeon suggests.

Without that, his dire 
predictions have a chance 
of coming true.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The next Olympics 
are still a year 
away, but gold, sil-

ver and bronze were in 
abundance at Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School 
and Park Manor Senior 
School last week. The two 
local schools shared a 
treasure trove of 32 med-
als at the Olympiad of 
skilled trades: the Skills 
Canada technological 
skills competition in Wa-
terloo Region held Mar. 
29-31. 

EDSS was the big win-
ner at the local competi-
tion, taking home 28 med-
als, including 11 gold, 

Polished skills put 
gleam on the hardware
Local schools earn 32 medals at Skills Canada competition

11 silver and six bronze 
medals. 

“We were just really 
proud of even our juniors 
coming in and doing a re-
ally good job,” said Ran-
dy Dyck, technical in-
structor at EDSS. “These 
young people put in a won-
derful effort in terms of 
just getting [everything] 
together. All along each 
of the students did extra 
work after-hours … [and] 
we know, too, that we had 
the highest of standards 
because local inspectors 
from industry were the 
ones who actually judged 
the contest.”

Not to be outdone by 
their older colleagues, 
Park Manor students 

brought home four gold 
medals of their own. The 
local senior school sent 
four teams, one of which 
walked away with a first-
place finish in the Lego 
Mechanics build compe-
tition. 

“We felt happy,” said Jes-
sica Reichard, a member 
of the four-person win-
ning team. She noted that 
they finished first out of 
15 competing teams. 

“And we were sur-
prised,” added fellow 
teammate Ryan Orr. The 
other three teams fin-
ished out of the running, 
but all students took a lit-
tle something back with 
them, said Ted Frey, in-
▼ See COMPETITION page 27

HILARY LONG

LEGO MANIACS   Sarah Charon (left), Jessica Reichard and Ryan Orr were part of the winning team 
from Park Manor that took first place in the Lego Mechanics build branch of the regional Skills Canada 
technological competition Mar. 29 to 31. 
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Why not check out these great 

Kids Summer Camps and

Activities. All guaranteed to 

help beat the summer “blahs.”

        RR4 – 1985 Beke Rd.  Cambridge,    ON   N1R 5S5

A Summer Camp Program of
Countryside Camp & Conference Centre Association, Inc.

���������������������
Fax:  519-623-4558

���������������������������
Web:  www.countrysidecamp.com
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���������� $315� $365� $415� $130� $315� $365�

July 3 – July 8 High Needs (HN)
age 10+

July 10 – July 15 4-9*
July 17 – July 22 4-9* 17-19 20-22
July 24 – July 29 Low Needs (LN)

age 10+
July 31 – Aug. 5 4-9*
Aug. 7 – Aug. 12 4-9*

Aug. 14 – Aug. 19 4-9* 14-16 17-19

�
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Aug. 21 – Aug. 26
���������

7-12*
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Rates subject to change without notice.  Registration forms available February 2005.
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FAMILYALBUM
STAG & DOE BIRTHDAY

Audrey will
celebrate her

80TH

BIRTHDAY
April 11, 2005

Love and best 
wishes from your 

family!

STAG & DOE
for

KEITH HALLOCK
and

TINA SCHMITT
at the

St. Jacobs Community Centre

SATURDAY, APRIL 9
8PM - 1AM

DJ, Door Prizes,
Lunch Provided

$8/single • $15/couple
(Age of majority required)

BIRTHDAY

You are invited to an

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday April 17th, 2-4pm 
at Chateau Gardens Assisted 

Living Centre, Elmira
In lieu of a card, a food donation to the 

Woolwich Food Bank would be appreciated.

CARD OF THANKS

BILLINGS, Orville
We would like to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to our 
family, relatives and friends 
who have comforted us with 
all their love and prayers. 
Thanks for your floral trib-
utes, the food that was sent 
to the house and the sympa-
thy cards. Special thanks to 
Rev. Linda Bell, to Grace at 
Driesinger Funeral Home, to 
the staff at the Special Unit 
of Grand River Hospital, 
Doctor Hopel and to every-
one who surrounded us with 
their love.

THE FAMILY
Eva, Debbie, Jack,

Steve and Penny Lyn

ANNOUNCE IT
JACKSON, W. Graham
On Wednesday, April 6, 2005 at Freeport 
Health Centre of Grand River Hospital, 
after a courageous battle with cancer. 
Graham Jackson in his 74th year of Elmira.
Beloved husband of Joan (Moyer) Jack-
son of Elmira. Dear father of Joanne and 
Allwyn Rennie of St. Jacobs and Brad and 
Kelly Jackson of Elmira. 
Also lovingly remembered by his grandchil-
dren Tessa Jackson and Danyal Rennie.
Brother of Betty Jane and Ed Ellis of Or-
lando, Florida.
Predeceased by his parents, Earl and 
Margaret (Fenton) Jackson, his sister 
Francis and brother-in-law Ron Corbett.
Graham farmed in Elmira all his life and 
in his later years took great pleasure 
helping out at his son’s greenhouse. 
Graham will be remembered as a warm, 
congenial man who was always happy 
to share conversation and a laugh with 
those around him.

The family will receive friends and 
relatives at The Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira on Friday from 2 – 4 pm and 7- 9 
pm. At 9 am. On Saturday, April 9th trans-
fer will be made to Gale Presbyterian 
Church, Elmira for funeral service at 11 
am with Rev. Dr. Linda J. Bell officiating, 
followed by interment in Elmira Union 
Cemetery.
In his memory donations to Grand River Re-
gional Cancer Centre would be appreciated 
by the family as expressions of sympathy.

QUEHL, Ralph R.
Suddenly, on Tuesday, April 5, 2005, at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener, Ralph Robert 
Quehl, of Wellesley, born 79 years ago.

WATERS, Merie (Mrs. Ken)
Peacefully, on Monday, April 4, 2005, 
at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener. Merle 
(Williams) Waters, in her 93rd year of 
St. Jacobs, formerly of Gravenhurst and 
Toronto.

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

BEAT SUMMER 
 BOREDOM

were lovely and they were 
chosen just perfectly.”

While she never met the 
pope, Kieswetter did see 
him from a distance when 
she went to Rome in 2000. 
“He was one magnificent 
… wonderful person and 
I can’t express how much 
he means to us. We’re re-
ally going to miss him.”

A special mass was also 
held at St. Boniface Ro-
man Catholic Church in 
Maryhill Apr. 4. And lo-
cal Catholic schools, too, 
paid tribute to the man 
and his contributions. St. 
Teresa School in Elmira, 
for instance, erected a 

memorial display and 
held a special prayer ser-
vice on Monday.

“We wanted to do some-
thing right away because 
there was so much cover-
age, we thought the kids 
are going to come back 
and have heard about 
it and know about it,” 
said principal Barbara 
Deighan. “It was very 
sombre and respectful. I 
was very impressed with 
the children’s response to 
it. They were very loving 
and very sad. They really 
seemed to have a sense of 
what was happening and 
why it was important.

“He’s been the pope for 

27 years and a popular 
pope, especially with 
young people. … He’s so 
interested and loving to-
ward them.”

The local memorials 
were part of a massive 
worldwide outpouring 
that followed the Pope’s 
death. Millions flocked to 
the Vatican as his body 
rested in state at St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica; more than 
five million were expect-
ed at his funeral yester-
day (Apr. 8.)

Some 116 members of 
the College of Cardinals 
begin meeting Apr. 18 
at the conclave to elect a 
successor.

Local catholics in mourning
Continued from page 22

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY

Eli Martin

BIRTHDAY

LOOK WHO’S 
TURNIN’ 30!

Love your husband, Jon

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY
AUDREY 
GAEDE
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The best way to 
let all your
friends and

neighbours know
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wet snow and 
chilly tem-
p e r a t u r e s 
ushered in 

another Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival last Sat-
urday (Apr. 2), but that 
didn’t stop 40,000 plus 
people from making the 
trip to town. The turnout 
was down sharply from 
last year, revealing once 
again Mother Nature is a 
major factor in attracting 
people to the outdoor cel-
ebration.

“It’s amazing how many 
people are out today. You’d 
only see Canadians out on 
a day like this,” laughed 
Peter Linke who travelled 

40,000 brave snow and cold to take in festival
“You’d only see Canadians out on a day like this,” chuckled patron

with his family from Mil-
ton for a day of syrup-re-
lated activities. “We’re 
having a great time.”

Preceded by a week of 
sunshine and double-dig-
it temperatures, festival 
day came with a coating 
of wet snow. And while 
the temperature rose 
slowly into the afternoon, 
it failed to reach positive 
territory and the snow 
continued to fall – though 
much of it melted as it 
touched the ground.

The 2004 festival – 
marked by a warm, sun-
ny day – brought about 
75,000 people to Elmira, 
population 8,000. A year 
prior, a freezing rain-
storm settled in as the 
festival opened, causing 

attendance to drop to 
about 30,000.

“Basically, I’m happy. 
It’s not going to be our best 
year, but it’s by no means 
going to be our worst year 
either. I really didn’t hear 
many complaints,” com-
mented event co-chair El-
len Helps. “We were quite 
reasonably happy.

“The good thing about 
having been the chair two 
years ago is that it set the 
bar so low I thought ‘this 
isn’t so bad.’” 

The crowd started to 
arrive soon after the 
festival opened at 7 a.m. 
and two hours later it 
was in full swing, hitting 
peak attendance as noon 
neared.

“One good comment I 

heard this year was there 
were enough people you 
felt you were at some-
thing, but not so many 
you couldn’t make it 
through,” Helps said. “It 
was nice being able to 
walk along without be-
ing pushed all over the 
place.”

As with previous festi-
vals, the attraction was 
the syrup and syrup-re-
lated vendors, demon-
strations and displays. 
More than anything else, 
it was the plentiful tasty 
treats that earned the fa-
vour of patrons.

“Certainly the food has 
been the highlight thus 
far,” Heidelberg native 
Steve Welker said, noting 
he and friend Jess Har-

rison of Waterloo enjoyed 
their servings of potato 
pancakes and apple frit-
ters. The two were also 
planning to take in a sug-
ar bush tour, despite the 
somewhat mucky condi-
tions.

“It’s a neat sense of com-
munity because there 
are lots of families. It’s 
just a fun atmosphere,” 
Harrison added of the 
attraction of her second 
EMSF.

Money raised during the 
festival – vendor booth 
rentals and a 10-per-cent 
share of sales – will be dis-
tributed to a wide range of 
community organizations 
by the festival committee. 
With expenses and rev-
enues still unclear, it’s too 

early to say how profitable 
this year’s run was, noted 
Helps. Those figures will 
be formalized in the com-
ing weeks, with a list of 
grant recipients to follow.

Last year’s festival 
raised $25,000 that was 
distributed to 18 local 
charities, including the 
Elmira and District As-
sociation for Community 
Living, which is given 40 
per cent of the profit each 
year. With a poor turnout 
in 2003, the festival didn’t 
generate funds for dis-
bursement.

Over its 40-year history 
– 2005 marked the 41st 
outing – the festival has 
raised more than $1 mil-
lion for area organiza-
tions.

Snow, sleet and sap

BRINGING OUT THE WATER BUFFALO  
Aislinn Clancy of Cambridge (left) and Sara 
Miki of Conestogo dressed up in some 
warm head-gear to take in the festival.

PASTRY PLEASURE  Elmira’s Wayne Allen took time to enjoy some of the festival’s tasty treats, including this 
elephant’s ear.

FLIP-OUT   Wes Werstold of the 
Kitchener/Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce, attempts to flip a 
pancake from his plate into the 
worlds largest frying pan.

TAFFY TIME   Festival volunteer Steve Bisbee shows Daniel Cook, TV star of This is 
Daniel Cook, how to pour some old fashioned maple taffy.

QUICK SAW MCGRAW  Ten-year-old Josh Gardiner of Oshawa stopped 
to try his hand at log sawing last Saturday.

READY FOR THE WEATHER  Sarah Weber of Kitchener dressed warmly for the 
festival and ensured 19-month-old Thomas was well protected from the wintry 
blast.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN
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Half-million dollar wool and Rosemary’s baby
Q.  When does wool become 
so valuable that it must be 
shepherded to auction by 
armed guards, with a single 
bale fetching more than half 
a million dollars?

A.  When it’s “Prim-
erino” wool from merino 
sheep at the famous Go-
odrich family ranch in 
Warroo Station, Austra-
lia, says Photonics Spec-
tra magazine.  Said to be 
the finest, softest wool in 
the world, against which 
even cashmere might 
seem coarse, Primerino 
fibers measure a bare 11.9 
micrometers in diameter 
— about 1/5th that of a 
human hair, half that of 
average wool and 2/3 that 
of cashmere!

So fine is it that it is 
graded via an Australia-
designed optical fiber 
diameter analyzer, capa-
ble of testing 1200 fleece 

per day, profiling wool 
diameter and length, 
thick and thin places, as 
well as curliness (curva-
ture).  The device even 
de-greases the stuff.  The 
state-of-the-art Goodrich 
shed has been dubbed 
the “Wooldorf Astoria,” 
from which “the wool-
world-rocking bale came, 
containing 90 kilos of 
the luxurious stuff, or 
enough to make about 
300 suits.”
Q.  You just learned you’re 
pregnant.  How might this 
“dream come true” af-
fect you at night — in your 
dreams?

A.  First trimester, 
dreams often deal with 
issues of accepting the 
pregnancy — you notice 
people staring at you, 
then you look down and 
see that you’re pregnant, 
says psychiatrist Arthur 

D. Colman, M.D., in Preg-
nancy:  The Psychological 
Experience. Or you may 
dream of giving birth to 
an idealized baby like in 
a babyfood ad, or even to 
a cute, cuddly animal.  
Second trimester tends to 
focus on family dreams 
— your own Mom and 
Dad, siblings, etc.  Final-
ly, as the big event nears, 
anxieties may erupt over 
what the new baby will be 
like, says Robert L. Van 
de Castle, Ph.D., author of 
Our Dreaming Mind.  Will 
it be stillborn?  Or “Rose-
mary’s baby”?  Fears are 
that something may be 
developing that was not 
detected by the doctors.  

Or the dream baby may 
be distorted in a charm-
ing way, such as walking 
and talking at birth.

There are joyous dream 
realms as well, says Dr. 
Colman, where the baby 
comes out all sparkling, 
like a god or messiah, 
or wearing a halo, amid 
marvelous strangeness.  
“Such dreams can be 
awe-inspiring.”
Q.  OK now, baseball slug-
ger... Your girlfriend’s com-
ing to see you in action at 
the stadium, and you’d re-
ally like to impress her with 
your raw batsman’s power.  
You’re not into “corking” 
the lumber.  What’s an hon-
est guy to do?

A.  You just might be a 
hit with her if you read 
up on How to Hit Home 
Runs:  Optimum Base-
ball Bat Swing Param-
eters for Maximum Range 
Trajectories, by Gregory 
Sawicki and Mont Hub-
bard (American Journal 
of Physics). You already 
know from Robert Adair’s 
“Physics of Baseball” that 
a warm day in the thin 
air of a Denver will add 
feet to your clout.  So too 
will an accommodating 
tailwind.

But these are pretty 
much beyond your con-
trol.  Pumping iron and 
beefing up to add bat-
speed are clearly not.  
Increasing batspeed by 
just 1 meter per second 
increases the optimal 
range by nearly 5 meters 
(16 ft), says Sawicki. Aim-
ing to undercut the ball 

is another trick, because 
this will add backspin 
and “lift” to the ball.  For 
a typical fastball, under-
cutting it by 2.65 cm and 
swinging upward at a 10-
degree angle will maxi-
mize distance.

Even better is to pick 
out a juicy curve ball.  
Surprisingly, because of 
beneficial topspin that is 
enhanced during the bat 
collision, a well-hit curve 
has more lift and travels 
farther than a well-hit 
fastball or knuckler, by 
maybe 4 meters (13 ft).  
And a faster curve (like 
a faster fastball) will go a 
little farther than a slow-
er one.  

So pick out the right 
pitch, aim to pull it down 
the line (Adair), and let 
‘er rip!  And just hope the 
ball lands right in your 
girlfriend’s glove.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884
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April 9
Spring Tea, Craft and Bake Sale 9a.m. – noon, St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Linwood. Door prizes, 
everyone welcome – proceeds go to support our 
summer vacation bible school. 
Stampfest 2005 – 55th Annual Stamp Show & 
Browse. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Community Christian 
Reform Church, 1275 Bleams Rd., Kitchener. Free 
admission, 18 dealers, Everyone welcome. Brought 
to you by the Kitchener – Waterloo Philatelic 
Society. 

April 10 
Drayton Royal Canadian Legion BR 416 is 
hosting an annual Ham & Scallop Potato Dinner. 
6 p.m. Adults $12, ages 6-12 $8. Limited tickets 
available. 
The Schneider Male Chorus presents a benefit 
concert for the Elmira & District Association for 
Community Living Assisted Living Centre,  7:30 
p.m. at Elmira Mennonite Church, Church  St.,  
Elmira. For tickets visit the Mennonite Savings & 
Credit Union –  Elmira, or call 669-8466, or EDACL 
office 669-3205. 
“Veterans Of The Cross” Series  – 7 p.m. Guest 
speakers Rev. Walter & Rev. Helen Allum,  Waterloo 
North Presbyterian Church. 685  Highpoint Ave. at 
Northfield,  Waterloo. Everyone welcome, free-will 
offering. 

April 12
Steps To Heart Health Group Program 7 – 9 p.m. 
Learn how to lower your cholesterol and reduce 
your risk of heart disease. Call 664-3794 to 
register. 

April 14 
Health Education Session: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Topic: Drug Interactions with foods, over the 
counter medications etc. What you should know! 
(Alan Martin, Pharmacist). Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.

April 15
The Elmira Music Teachers’ Association will 
present a spring recital at 7 p.m., Gale Presbyterian 
Church, Cross St., Elmira. The recital will feature 
several local music students and guest organist, 
Martin Jongsma. Admission is free.
Euchre Card Party 7:30 p.m. at St. Teresa of Avila 
Church Hall, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Admission $5. 
Cash prizes, door prizes and lunch served. Everyone 
welcome! Sponsored by the Catholic Women’s 
League. 
Make Your Own Baby Food! Four consecutive Friday 
mornings  beginning Apr. 15, 10-11 a.m. Marilyn 
Temple (registered dietitian). Call 664-3794 xt. 228 
to register. No cost. 

April 17
Music Ministry Concert presented by the Praise 
teams of Calvary United. 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Calvary United Church, 
St. Jacobs. The new CD, Rooted in Scripture 
– Growing in Faith, will be released. Free-will 
offering. Refreshments follow the evening concert. 
Wheelchair accessible. 
Woolwich Trails Group Hike 2 p.m. seven-km/
two-hour hike on the Elmira Lions Trial (Woolwich 
Reservoir), near Floradale. Meet at the Floradale 
park ball diamond behind the Mennonite Church on 
Florapine Rd. near Floradale Rd (#19). Trail rating: 
easy, well maintained trail; includes gravel, earthen 
and grassy sections. 
The Salvation Army Ontario Central Reservist 
50 piece band from Toronto.  7 p.m. Waterloo 
North Presbyterian Church. 685  Highpoint Ave. at 
Northfield, Waterloo. Everyone welcome, free-will 
offering. 

April 19
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. – 1:15 
p.m. Meatloaf and creamed potatoes, salad, roll, 
dessert, coffee/tea $8 per person. Soup and roll to 
go $2. Takeouts available, everyone welcome. 
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family 
room complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $201,900. 
Other semi-detached models starting at $194,900. 
Single family homes starting at $219,900. Model 
homes open at 87 Kingfisher Dr. in Birdland and 109 
Porchlight Dr. in Westfield Acres.

OPEN HOUSES SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30
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REALESTATE

said Allison, who noted 
the hair was then sent 
to Angel Hair for Kids, 
a Mississauga-based or-
ganization that helps 
parents purchase wigs 
for children who’ve lost 
their hair for medical 
reasons. According to 
the group’s Web site, a 

structor at Park Manor. 
“[Skills Canada] teaches 

them to work together as 
a team. They go there and 
they have an idea of what 
the competition might 
be like, but they have to 
adapt their strategies at 
the moment to win,” he 
said. “So it’s good for real 
life, because it’s like en-
gineering teams working 
together.”

Participants from EDSS 
and Park Manor made up 
a contingent of more than 
800 students, including 
147 elementary-level kids 

that went head-to-head in 
32 different competitions.

The top finishers – in-
cluding the 11 gold medal-
ists from EDSS and four 
from Park Manor – will 
be off to RIM Park in Wa-
terloo for the provincial 
leg of the Skills Canada 
competition May 2 and 3. 

Until that time, students 
will have a chance to pre-
pare, said Dyck; students 
will have competition de-
scriptions for their next 
events, outlining what 
they’ll have to do, and 
what they’ll need in order 
to prepare for the compe-

EDSS Skills Canada Winners
Gold: 
Gary Freeman (Carpentry)
Kendall Woeschka (Electrical Wiring)
Josh Pond (Heat Systems Service)
Jeff Bell & Joel Martin (Home Build-
ing Team)
Daren Michener (Industrial Wiring)
Dan McGinnis (Job Skills Procedures)
Sean McHugh (Photography)
Matthew Fulcher (Plumbing)
Matt Pinter (Refrigeration)
Jeremy Snyder (Small Engines)

Silver: Blair Freeman (Carpentry)
Trent Flemming and Ryan White 
(Team Carpentry)
Bradley Martin (Graphic Design)
Jonathan Fraser (Heat Systems Service)
Brett Van Gerwen and Joel 
Potwarka (Home Building Team)
Jesse Snyder (Industrial Wiring)
Craig Kuchma (Refrigeration)
Wes Bast (Welding)
Lindsay Verway (Women’s Apparel 
Design)

Competition a skill in itself for local school kids
Continued from page 23

new wig for children can 
cost between $1,200 and 
$3,000.

Although her mane is 
considerably shorter, 
Lindsay is pleased with 
her new hairdo.

“I kind of like it,” she 
said, adding that she 
plans to grow her hair 
that long again. 

Continued from page 22

Act was a cut above

tition – including skills 
and material, he noted. 

“Even when the stu-
dents were preparing for 
the regionals, they would 
have had [the provin-
cials] in mind,” he said. 
“We always try to look 
at it from the standpoint 
that they’d be moving to 
the [provincial] or na-
tional level.”

Bronze: Jennifer Alderice 
(Electrical Wiring)
Scott Gaudet (Heat Systems Service)
Jeremy Vervoot and Brandon Mar-
tin (Home Building Team)
Tim Runstedler (Industrial Wiring)
Chris Wendall (Refrigeration)

Park Manor Skills 
Canada Winners
Gold: Ryan Orr, Eric Grosz, Jessica 
Reichard and Sarah Charon (Lego 
Mechanics Build)

The snow that fell 
during the first 
weekend of April 

was an unwanted visi-
tor, but posed few head-
aches for township works 
crews. Both Woolwich 
and Wellesley predict the 
winter of 2004-2005 will 
have a middle-of-the-road 
impact on their snow-
clearing budgets.

In Woolwich, manager 
of engineering operations 
Rod Kruger finds himself 
about $100,000 ahead of 
where he was last year at 
this time. As of this week, 
his department has spent 
$313,000 of the $527,000 it 
has budgeted for 2005; be-
cause the budget is based 
on the calendar year, the 
total covers next fall, in-
cluding all snowfalls un-
til Dec. 31, 2005.

With luck, said Kruger, 
his budget will hold for 
the remainder of the year 

Winter an average 
hit on the budget
Woolwich, Wellesley both on target 

with cost of keeping roads clear
– in 2004, late-year snow 
saw that budget exceeded 
by $70,000.

To the west, public works 
director Will McLaugh-
lin said he, too, expects a 
“middling” year.

While his budget num-
bers have not been 
tallied, this year’s de-
mands on road crews 
have been lighter than 
some years. He predict-
ed expenditures would 
be on budget, noting last 
weekend’s duties used 
up the last of Wellesley’s 
salt stores.

“Like many communi-
ties, we’re trying to be 
conservative with the 
salt. After this weekend, 
that’s it – I went by and 
we’re empty,” he said Apr. 
6. “We’re hoping that this 
is it for the snow.”

Wellesley has $204,000 
on its books for road 
clearing in 2005.

CAN I DRIVE? 
Spencer Harkness, 
3, of Harriston, 
holds his three-
month-old sister 
Gorgia on a Steiner 
tractor and mower 
being raffled off 
by the Drayton 
Kinsmen Club at 
the 24th annual 
Drayton Farm 
Show, Apr. 6. 

HILARY LONG
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