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Council back on the fence over theatre plan
Yes, no, maybe: Elmira Theatre Company to learn project’s fate Apr. 19

HILARY LONG
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Barn destroyed, more than 
200 animals perish in blaze

▼ See FIREFIGHETERS page 2

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Thick black smoke 
temporarily blot-
ted out the sun at a 
farm on Boomer Line  

near St. Clements Tuesday 
(Apr. 12), as fire demolished 
a barn, killing more than 200 
animals. Damage was pegged 
at $300,000.

No was injured in the blaze 

Four stations called in to battle fire that quickly spread, threatened farmhouse
that destroyed Abraham Mar-
tin’s barn at 4181 Boomer Line. 
Lost were 200 pigs and 28 head 
of cattle.

Firefighters from Linwood 
and St. Clements converged 
on the scene at about 11 a.m. 
to find the structure fully en-
gulfed – smoke could be seen 
more than 20 kilometres away. 
They quickly called for assis-
tance from Wellesley Village 
and St. Jacobs.

High winds allowed the fire to 
spread quickly, making it im-
possible to save the barn, said 
Wellesley Township fire chief 
Dave Geil. 

“You’ve got a windy day to-
day and it doesn’t take very 
long, especially when they [the 
firefighters] opened the bot-
tom barn door. That’s like a 
fireplace: give it some air and 
it will just take off,” he told the 
Observer. “My main concern 

was to save the house and the 
shop, because the barn was 
shot.”

To protect the neighbouring 
structures, firefighters began 
spraying water on the home 
and storage shed; the house 
suffered minor smoke damage 
but the other building, which 
was in the path of the smoke 
plume, was more problematic. 

“There was some straw in 
the building and some sparks 
got into that and started it on 
fire,” said Geil, who added 
a number of smaller fires 
sparked up. “We got them 
knocked down right away.” 

About a dozen neighbours 
worked to move furniture 
and other items out of the 
storage shed.

Out in front of the house, 
other neighbours gathered to 
watch the fire. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As a troupe of ac-
tors, the Elmira 
Theatre Company 
is no stranger to 

drama – they just weren’t 
expecting it from their local 
politicians. But Shakespeare 

would have been right at home 
as Woolwich councillors first 
approved, then opposed and fi-
nally deferred a decision on a 
new theatre in Elmira.

Approved last week in a split 
vote, the project appeared 
doomed Apr. 12 as Coun. Mur-
ray Martin indicated he would 
change his decision. Following 

a plea from ETC planner Brian 
Shantz, opposition again ap-
peared to waver. Eventually, 
councillors decided they need-
ed more time to contemplate 
the issue, putting off a deci-
sion until Apr. 19, when ETC 
members will find out if the 
impromptu play is a tragedy or 
a comedy.

At stake are plans for a per-
manent home for the group, in-
cluding a 160-seat theatre on a 
site at 76 Howard Ave. The bid 
requires a zoning change to 
permit that use on what is cur-
rently an industrial site.

Appearing to reverse course 
from last week’s committee-
of-the-whole meeting, Martin 

said he was struggling with 
the precedent-setting nature 
of the plan. He said he fears 
supporting the theatre proj-
ect would open the door to 
similar requests from others 
looking for exemptions.

“It’s been a long time since I 
sat here that I’ve battled with 

FROM MILES AROUND  Local Mennonite neighbours came from the surrounding farms to watch – and help out – as fire destroyed a Boomer Line barn, killing most of the owner’s livestock Tuesday (April 12). 
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At one point, a small 
shed located at the back of 
the building, containing a 
truck box, paint cans and 
a diesel fuel tank, caught 
fire, spewing thick black 
smoke into the sky. 

Around 6 p.m. a back-
hoe was brought in to 
knock down the struc-
ture so firefighters could 
get at any lingering hot 
spots; they remained at 
the scene until 8 p.m. 

Martin, who was away on 
business at the time of the 
fire, rushed back as soon 
as he heard the news. 

an issue like I have with 
this,” he said. “I had res-
ervations about whether 
this is the right place or 
not, and I’ve battled with 
that all week.”

His reservations were 
shared by Coun. Pat 
McLean, who voted 
against the plan last 
week. While industrial 

“That barn’s gone,” he 
said of the building. “Pigs 
and cattle [were inside] 
… most of them are still 
in there. We got about 
28 head of cattle out, but 
that’s all.”

Some 2,000 bales of hay 
were also lost.

Martin said he has no 
idea how the blaze might 
have started. 

“There was no electri-
cal wiring, no lights or 
heating or anything. I 
just can’t figure it out,” 
he said. “Anything that 
could have caused it 
wasn’t in there.”

Firefighters have ar-
rived at the same conclu-
sion; Geil said the cause 
has been ruled “undeter-
mined,” and the investi-
gation is closed. 

Reconstruction of the 
barn was already under-
way at press time.

The blaze was the sec-
ond spectacular barn fire 
in as many weeks for fire-
fighters in Linwood and 
St. Clements. On Apr. 2, a 
workshop at 4352 Ament 
Line was completely de-
stroyed after sparks from 
a cutting torch ignited 
varsol stored on the site.

Firefighters unable to 
find cause of blaze

Continued from cover

KYLE REA

Drama unfolds at Woolwich council chambers
neighbours currently 
have no objections to the 
theatre, new companies 
could move in with uses 
incompatible with ETC’s 
audiences.

“This is a land-use plan-
ning issue. We make these 
decisions not for today, but 
for the future,” she said. 
“I’m not sure I’d be doing 
these folks any good by 

supporting this decision. I 
think it could bring more 
conflict in the future.”

Ward 2 Coun. Mark 
Bauman, absent from the 
Apr. 5 meeting, spoke out 
against it, as well.

With only Mayor Bill 
Strauss and Coun. Ruby 
Weber strongly onside, 
the theatre appeared in 
jeopardy as the debate 
went around the table.

Shantz, however, seemed 
to sway councillors’ opin-
ion as he reminded them 
of ETC’s 24-year search 
for a permanent venue 
– dozens of possible loca-
tions have been explored 
over the years, with no 
luck.

The group, he argued, is 
running out of options.

“Where are we going 
with this? Where would 
you like this group to 
go? Do we want to chase 
somebody else out of 
Woolwich, or just out of 
Elmira?”

A final decision is ex-
pected when councillors 
meet again Apr. 19.

Approval would allow 
ETC to begin planning 
for construction, with 
the goal of completing the 
project in time for next 
year’s 25th anniversary 
celebrations.

Under a deal with the 
Howard Avenue property 

owner, Elmira Photo Lab 
Inc., ETC would build a 
4,000-square-foot addi-
tion to the existing struc-
ture that would serve as a 
theatre. The group would 
also lease the vacant half 
of the current building, 
giving it an additional 
3,500-4,000 sq. ft. of space 
for storage and offices.

Elmira Photo Lab’s 

Hugh Weltz, who opened 
the existing 6,000-sq.-ft. 
building in the past year, 
said the addition would 
be built on land leased 
to ETC for a dollar per 
year. He plans to lease 
the vacant portion of his 
building – the other part 
houses Calla Studios, a 
photography business 
– to the group.

Continued from cover

MINOR INJURIES, NO CHARGES

RICHARD VIVIAN

DARK SKIES AT NOON  Neighbours watch as thick black smoke spirals upward, after a shed containing 
diesel fuel, among other things, catches fire. The plume could be seen more than 20 kilometres away. 

LAUNCHED BY DRIVEWAY A Floradale man escaped this single-
vehicle collision Wednesday evening with minor injuries. According 
to police, the man had just turned onto Floradale Road (heading 
north) from Line 86 when he attempted to pass a tractor, lost control, 
launched over a driveway and crashed into a ditch. His family took 
the driver to Grand River Hospital for treatment of minor injuries. His 
vehicle, however, was a write-off. No charges were laid.
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Making her pitch 

   ▼ SPRING MEANS THE SAP IS FLOWING... AND SO CAN YOUR SALES WHEN YOU ADVERTISE WITH THE NUMBER ONE NEWS SOURCE. OPERATORS ARE STANDING BY.

Buckle up, police warn 
as they start blitz

RICHARD VIVIAN

Crompton investigates 
cause of Apr. 8 fire

Wellesley woman 
unharmed in Kitchener 

motorcycle collision

Stolen computer 
returned to Elmira 

man; woman charged

Local player to be induced into Horseshoe Ontario hall of fame
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Despite her collection of provincial, 
national and international tro-
phies, Lucille Leis was completely 
surprised to learn she’s being in-

ducted into the Horseshoe Ontario hall of 
fame. Having only picked up the sport in 
recent years, she never thought she’d be in 
the running.

But nonetheless, she’ll join the ranks of 
the forever remembered on Apr. 24.

“I just thought to be inducted you’d have 
to be pitching a lot longer than what I 
have,” she told the Observer. “It’s a real 
pleasure and an honour to be inducted.”

The Dorking-area resident is one of sev-
eral to be added to the hall of fame this 
year. The ceremony will be held at the 
Khaki Club near Wellesley Village, her 
home club. 

It wasn’t until the fall of 1997 that Leis 
threw her first shoe. Having attended 
the world championships – held in Kitch-
ener – with her husband, Walter, she felt 
inspired by the performance of the lady 
competitors.

And within a couple years, she started 

bringing home the hardware – one of 
two ways to earn entry into the hall 
of fame, explained Horseshoe Ontario 
co-chair Darlene Becker. A place in 
the hall of fame is reserved for those 
who’ve claimed at least three provin-
cial, national or international titles, or 
those who’ve worked hard to promote 
the sport.

Leis, Becker noted, had done both. In 
addition to being a top-notch pitcher, 
she’s also spent time on the provincial 
organization’s executive.

Among Leis’ numerous accomplish-
ments in the sport are two national 
senior ladies’ titles, four Ontario cham-
pionships (three ladies’ and a senior la-
dies’), four provincial doubles trophies 
and she took the top spot during a world 
ladies’ challenge.

“She’s throwing at 72 to 75 per cent. In 
Ontario, we would have eight or nine 
[players] in her group and she would be 
one of the highest … either first or sec-
ond,” Becker commented.

In her first tournament of the season 
– although she played regularly during 
the winter using an indoor setup at the 
club – Leis came in fourth of eight. De-

spite the outcome, the tournament was a 
welcome change of pace, she said.

“We actually played outside. The courts 
were nice; they’d dug the clay and it was 
really nice out.”

The secret to horseshoes, Leis suggests, 
is putting mind over matter.

“You have to be able to shut all the back-
ground noise out and concentrate,” she 
said, adding her upcoming induction 
won’t change her approach to the game 
she loves.

“I’ll just keep throwing my shoes, and 
hopefully I’ll get better. I guess we all 
wish that.”

Also slated for induction is Kitchener’s 
Drew Becker, who plays out of the West 
Montrose trailer park during the sum-
mer. At 15, he’ll be the youngest person 
ever inducted, literally making him the 
new kid in the hall.

“It is quite an honour for him to have 
reached this calibre of horseshoes at this 
young age,” noted Darlene Becker, his 
grandmother.

Drew is a two-time world junior cham-
pion and has already earned the junior 
national title as well as four provincial 
championships.

Crompton Co., is investigating a small 
fire that broke out at the Elmira facility 
April 8. At 1 p.m., an employee noticed 
a welding container was on fire inside 
a building on site.  The Crompton fire 
brigade and Elmira fire departments re-
sponded and quickly extinguished the 
blaze. No one was injured and no dam-
age was reported; the Ministry of the 
Environment was notified. During the 
incident, police and firefighters were 
delayed entry at the gates – by a guard 
who was following safety protocol, say 
Crompton officials. To address this con-
cern, police and firefighters plan to meet 
with the company and resolve the issue. 

Putting on that seatbelt would be a 
good idea over the next week as the Wa-
terloo Regional Police join divisions from 
across Ontario in a spring seatbelt en-
forcement week April 16-24. Those who 
are caught not wearing a seatbelt could 
face a $90 fine and two demerit points 
on their driving record. 

Sunquest plans flights 
from Breslau airport

HEADED TO THE HALL  Dorking-area resident Lucille Leis will be inducted into the Horseshoe Ontario hall of fame in a ceremony later this month. She earned the 
honour after winning numerous provincial, national and international championship titles.

Vacationers looking to escape the re-
turn of winter will have a new departure 
option starting in December. Announced 
Wednesday (Apr. 13), Sunquest Vaca-
tions will offer two weekly flights from 
the Region of Waterloo International 
Airport in Breslau to Varadero, Cuba and 
Cancun, Mexico – two of the company’s 
most popular destinations.
With the charter service in place, area 

residents will have the option to cut hours 
off travel and boarding time by taking 
flight from Breslau rather than Toronto, 
regional Chair Ken Seiling suggested.

A 46-year-old Wellesley woman walked 
away unscathed after a motorcycle col-
lided with her pick-up truck in Kitchener 
Tuesday evening (Apr. 12). According 
to police – who continue to investigate 
the incident – the woman’s vehicle was 
struck when a 21-year-old Kitchener man 
on a Suzuki motorcycle failed to stop at 
an intersection.
The man, police reported, was east-

bound on St. Leger Street at the time of 
the collision – 6:29 p.m.
Speed is believed to be a factor in the 

collision.
The motorcycle operator was airlifted 

to Hamilton General Hospital in critical 
condition.

A stolen laptop computer was returned 
to its owner this week, after an Elmira 
man was contacted by an anonymous 
caller about its return. The computer was 
stolen from Highview Community Church 
in Kitchener during a Mar. 31 break-in.
On April 11, an Elmira man – who is 

connected with the church – received 
a call from a woman seeking a private 
rendezvous at a convenience store in 
Guelph, where the computer would be 
returned.
Fearing for his safety, the man con-

tacted police and an arrest was made; a 
woman was charged with possession of 
stolen property over $5,000. Police con-
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Sale Prices in Effect April 16-30, 2005

Ontario’s Growing Co-operatives

Great values are springing up!

Waterloo-Oxford Co-operative, 21 Church St. W, Elmira  519-669-5475
Store Hours: Monday-Wednesday: 8am-6pm Thursday-Friday: 8am-8pm, Saturday: 8am-5pm

599599
5/

$105/
$10

You can get these great prices ALL SEASON LONG!
On items shown below.

Premier
Peat Moss
3.8 cu. ft.
369-3860

Top Soil
30 litres.
369-3152

Triple Mix Soil
30 litres. Manure/peat/loam.
369-3151

Cattle or Sheep
Manure
Non-burning, easy to use.
18 kg.
367-1741/51

5/
$125/
$124/

$124/
$12

9 kg Fertilizer
16-4-8 5-10-10
367-1604 367-1150
Reg. 8.99

Select Green
Grass Seed 

2 kg 10 kg
367-6332 367-6346
Reg. 12.99 Reg. 47.99

$399$399
and up

Pansy Plants
Pansymonium
has arrived!

Pansy Plants

997997

677677 599599

897897 34973497

Pansy Plants

$3$3

$13$13up
to

Hand Held 
Broadcast Spreader
Features easy to use on/off trigger. 
Rust proof plastic hopper and agitator. 
Ideal for small areas. Superior 
durability and guaranteed 
performance.
362-2201 Reg. 12.99
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Just weeks after ap-
proving its 2005 bud-
get, Woolwich coun-

cil is pondering what to 
do with a surplus. The 

Woolwich sees provincial windfall
Changes to funding scheme provides $420,000 surplus to start the year

$420,000 windfall comes 
courtesy of increased 
provincial transfer pay-
ments.

The new Ontario Mu-
nicipal Partnership 
Fund (OMPF) will pay 

the township an addi-
tional $75,000 above the 
$375,000 it was receiving 
from the Community Re-
investment Fund, direc-
tor of finance Dan Chap-
man reported Apr. 12.

Moreover, one-time re-
adjustment payments 
for 2003 and 2004 will in-
crease township coffers 
by $344,000 this year.

Representing a total of 
$420,956, the extra mon-
ey is above and beyond 
the 2005 budget, and will 
be factored into the year-
end surplus, Chapman 
said.

The news was greeted 
by councillors, who dis-
bursed some $700,000 in 
surplus funds from 2004 

while deliberating this 
year’s budget.

“The question is, what 
are we going to do with 
it?” asked Coun. Pat 
McLean following the 
treasurer’s presentation.

The new level of provin-
cial funding – $451,956 
for 2005 – is expected to 
remain steady, with the 
goal of providing more 
predictability for munici-
pal governments, Chap-
man explained. Woolwich 
receives funds under the 

northern and rural com-
munities portion of the 
$656 million OMPF grant 
program – the township 
share is based on a popu-
lation that makes up 48.4 
per cent of the total.

Grants are expected 
to decline slightly over 
time as the urban cen-
tres – Elmira, St. Jacobs 
and a growing Breslau 
– expand, lowering the 
percentage of the town-
ship’s population deemed 
rural.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A bit like Goldilocks, 
the Grand River 
Conservation Au-

thority found something 
just right in this spring’s 
weather: a combination 
of snow, rain and melt-
ing that filled reservoirs 
without any serious flood 
threats.

Thanks to a couple of 
late-winter snowfalls, 
and the recent warming 
trend which has driven 

away all but the most 
persistent patches, water 
levels in the Grand River 
watershed should match 
forecasts for 2005, said 
GRCA coordinator Dave 
Schultz. 

“We got through it (the 
spring melt) very nicely 
this year. The precipita-
tion was about average,” 
he explained. “One of 
the difficulties this year 
is that we had a couple 
of melts … but then we 
had some good snowfalls 
after that. So when the 

time came to fill the res-
ervoirs, there was plenty 
of snow on the ground to 
do that.”

The peak flood-hazard 
season came during the 
last week of March and 
first week of April, but 
only one flood advisory 
was issued. That warn-
ing came on Apr. 1, cour-
tesy of the snowstorm 
that greeted visitors to 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. Wet snow fell 
throughout the weekend. 

Spring just right for GRCA as water 
levels under control, reservoirs fill

Wonders of weather 
favourable for GRCA

▼ See WATER page 6
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Written & Directed by Keith Slater 
Produced by Special Arrangement 

with Questex Consulting Ltd. 

TICKETS
Adults $13, Seniors $11, Group $11 (10 or more)

APRIL 22, 23, 24*, 28, 29, 30, 2005
8pm curtain  or  *2pm curtain  

At Fergus Grand Theatre 
Box Office:  519-787-1981 

For Credit Card Orders call: 843-1314 

Elora Community Theatre 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rebuffed at Wool-
wich council last 
month, a develop-

er of Breslau-area land 
continues to press for 
the creation of a model 
community combining 
residential, industrial, 
commercial and retail 
in close proximity on the 
so-called east-side devel-
opment lands.

Tom Krizsan of Guelph-
based Thomasfield 
Homes, whose concept 
failed to win support in 
council chambers Mar. 
29, said he will continue 
to push for mixed use on 
some 560 acres his com-
pany owns.

At Waterloo Region, 
planners are still study-
ing a proposal that 
would see industrial de-
velopment on 400 acres 
of Thomasfield Homes 
property. Last year, the 
township entered into 

Employment lands still the priority in Breslau
Developer pushing for mixed use; region continues on fast track

an arrangement with the 
City of Kitchener, which 
expects to run out of 
serviced industrial land 
by 2007, to look at fast-
tracking development of 
some 400 acres of vacant 
land within the Breslau 
settlement. The property, 
including a 290-acre por-
tion known as the Sea-
gram lands, is already 
zoned for industrial use, 
but needs to be serviced 
– Kitchener proposed a 
$12 million extension of 
water and sewer pipes to 
the Woolwich site.

All 400 acres are owned 
by Krizsan, who, while 
recognizing the need for 
employment lands, pre-
fers the mixed-use op-
tion. He proposes a 70-30, 
or 60-40 split between in-
dustrial and residential 
construction.

Such a use, he argued, is 
the only way development 
is financially viable: in-
dustrial land does not 
make enough of a return 

to justify the huge capital 
expense.

Quick action on his 
suggestions would pro-
vide for optimum devel-
opment – delays could 
see his company sell off 
portions of the land in a 
piecemeal fashion, erod-
ing the “grand vision” 
for the properties east of 
Breslau, said Krizsan.

While the municipali-
ties are prepared to fast-
track the 400 acres for 
industrial purposes, any 
other plans will have to 
wait until detailed water-
servicing, environmen-
tal and long-term growth 
studies are completed, 
argue both the township 
and the region.

In turning down 
Krizsan’s request last 
month, council cited the 
need to see results of 
regional studies before 
making any decisions. 
Those reports may be 
years away.

For its part, the region 

is promoting the indus-
trial development plan.

Chair Ken Seiling calls 
the area a “fairly high 
priority,” noting plan-
ning meetings are ongo-
ing. The region is work-
ing with both Woolwich 
and Kitchener, as well as 
business groups such as 
the chamber of commerce 
and Canada’s Technology 
Triangle (CTT) in a col-
laborative manner.

“We’re working with the 
economic development 
people across the region. 
This is a fairly high pri-
ority for us.”

He, too, stressed the 
need to wait for studies 
of the long-term planning 
issues in the east-side 
lands before looking at 
something like Krizsan’s 
proposal.

Linking quick industri-
al expansion in Breslau 
with Waterloo Region’s 
economic health, the 
Greater Kitchener Wa-
terloo Chamber of Com-

merce is pushing for 
regional government to 
step up the pace.

President Todd Letts 
said his group is con-
cerned the region will 
miss out on new employ-
ment projects if there is a 
shortage of desirable, ser-
viced industrial building 
lots.

“We are strong advo-
cates for the early devel-
opment of more employ-
ment lands in Waterloo 
Region,” he said. “The 
region should extend as-
sistance to Woolwich 
Township in bringing 
about these 400 acres” in 
Breslau.

That development pres-
ents a strong economic 
opportunity, Letts ar-
gued, pointing to Cam-
bridge, where the 320 
acres of industrial land 
developed over the past 
five years provided 8,400 
jobs and $190 million in 
new building projects. 
Without employment 

land here, future growth 
and the associated jobs 
will go elsewhere.

“It makes sense to be 
able to accommodate the 
next generation work-
force within Waterloo 
Region.”

Other communities 
are already competing 
with the region for in-
dustrial development, 
Krizsan noted, adding 
the shortage here is al-
ready becoming appar-
ent. Notable projects 
have already travelled 
up the road to Guelph, 
Woodstock and London, 
for instance.

To bring his own land 
online for industrial 
purposes, a mixed-use 
scheme is the alterna-
tive. It may be a hard sell 
in some circles, he sug-
gested.

“I want to do quality 
work. But I can’t just be 
a developer … I guess I 
have to be an advocate for 
this vision.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rather than protect-
ing pockets of land, 
Waterloo Region is 

looking to take a wider 
approach to environmen-
tal preservation. As such, 
officials are proposing re-
strictions to development 
throughout two environ-
mentally sensitive land-
scapes (ESL), including 
the Laurel Creek head-
waters that run through 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships.

If ultimately approved, 
the creation of ESLs – be-
lieved to be the first of 
their kind –  would rein-

Region looks to protect environmental landscapes
Proposed policy would limit development, but not enough says Cizman

force development restric-
tions on environmental 
features, as well as the 
lands that connect them 
and allow for natural cor-
ridors.

“There’s a general rec-
ognition in society that 
we need to protect our 
natural features,” said 
Chris Gosselin, the re-
gional manager of envi-
ronmental planning. “We 
see these ESLs as a way 
of achieving that goal. At 
the same time, we’re not 
saying these areas are off 
to human beings at all. … 
In fact, it’s quite people-
friendly.

“We’re quite aware of 
the significance of the 

area and, of course, that 
significance has been 
brought up in the last 
couple years or so with all 
the public interest in po-
tential new developments 
in the northwest corner of 
Waterloo.”

The proposed Laurel 
Creek Headwaters ESL 
encompasses the south-
eastern portion of Welles-
ley Township and the 
southwestern corner of 
Woolwich Township, as 
well as lands in Wilmot 
Township and the City 
of Waterloo. Contained 
in that area are several 

provincially significant 
wetlands, a major earth 
science site, a coldwater 
fishery and numerous en-
vironmentally sensitive 
policy areas.

Under the proposed ESL 
designation, agricultur-
al and residential uses 
would be permitted on ex-
isting lots, as well as rec-
reational, institutional 
and limited commercial 
ventures. Among the com-
mercial uses permitted 
are camps, workshops, 
wildlife rehabilitation 
facilities, bed-and-break-
fasts and hospices.

No new building lots 
could be created, which 
rules out any future sub-
division plans, Gosselin 
noted. Any approved land 
uses would also have to 
meet a series of 11 criteria 
to ensure it’s compatible 
with the natural features, 
including that it be “small 
scale” and have no ad-
verse impact on natural 
features.

Landscaping would also 
need to consist of self-sus-
taining natural vegeta-
tion, and no new develop-
ment could take place 
within 30 metres of envi-

ronmental features.
While supportive of the 

concept, Wellesley coun-
cillor Dusan Cizman said 
the proposed restrictions 
on development don’t go 
far enough to truly pro-
tect the landscape.

“I have some real con-
cerns that it has as many 
holes in it as a slice of 
Swiss cheese,” the Ward 
4 councillor said of the 
proposal. “This draft I’m 
looking at, I fail to under-
stand why they would put 
so many loopholes into 
a protection area. About 

▼ See ESL page 7
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RICHARD VIVIAN
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Liberal support 
across the country 
has fallen in the 

wake of the federal spon-
sorship inquiry, giving 
rise to the likelihood of a 
spring election. National 
polls show the Conserva-
tives and Liberals essen-
tially in a public support 
dead-heat, and the same 
rings true in the local 
riding, political experts 
say.

“Of the three ridings 
in the Kitchener area, 
the Conestoga seat is the 
one most winnable for 
the Conservatives. … But 
frankly, I think they’re 
all in play,” suggested 
Barry Kay, political sci-
ence professor at Wilfrid 
Laurier University.

“I think the last election 
was surprisingly uncer-
tain, but this one will be 
even more so. In the past, 
we had a pretty good idea 
which way it was going to 
go,” added University of 
Waterloo counterpart Pe-
ter Woolstencroft. “Now, 
the Liberal support is 
much more shaky than 
we’ve seen in the last 10 
years.”

In the past week, the mi-
nority government has 
seen public support fall 
by about 10 percentage 
points – depending on the 
specific poll – and would 
receive between 31 and 
34 per cent of votes if an 
election were held today. 
The same polls show the 
Conservatives either im-

Liberal support down 
locally, too, say experts

Kitchener-Conestoga seat most likely 
to turn blue, suggests WLU prof

mediately behind or im-
mediately in front of the 
Liberals.

Public reaction to the 
testimony of former Mon-
treal ad executive Jean 
Brault at the sponsorship 
inquiry is the pressing 
factor for the change, the 
professors agree. Brault 
told the inquiry he was 
essentially forced to give 
the Liberal party kick-
backs in exchange for lu-
crative sponsorship con-
tracts in Quebec.

Since the allegations 
were made public, Con-
servative party leader 
Stephen Harper has been 
regularly hinting an elec-
tion is in the air.

“This scandal seems 
to have been – we’re not 
sure exactly what went 
on – seems to have been 
totally over the top. And 
unlike some scandals, it’s 
very understandable to 
people,” Kay explained. 
“Some scandals tend to be 
more obscure in terms of 
their content and people 
can’t relate to them, but 
in a situation where peo-
ple are just [skimming] 
money off the top for the 
party, that’s understand-
able.”

In the election held last 
June, voters in Kitchen-
er-Conestoga gave incum-
bent Liberal candidate 
Lynn Myers 42.3 per cent 
of the ballots cast. The 
Conservatives got 35.3 
per cent, with 15.8 per 
cent going to the NDP.

While the Liberals ap-
pear shaky, Woolsten-
croft suggested now is 

not the time to call an 
election. The opposition 
Conservatives have a 
window of opportunity 
right now,  but “I think 
it’s hard to sweep the 
country on a corruption 
issue,” he said, suggest-
ing people will naturally 
wonder more about their 
taxes, healthcare and so-
cial issues instead, the 
latter of which will likely 
be the target of Liberal 
attacks on the Conserva-
tives, as it has been in 
previous elections.

“Most people think poli-
ticians are crooks any-
way, so they (potential 
voters) are going to be 
asking themselves ‘are 
these other guys going 
to be better than the old 
guys?’ They’ll have to 
really be persuaded that 
it’s a terrible thing that’s 
been happening.”

Opposition leaders will 
personally have a lot on 
the line if an early elec-
tion is called, Woolsten-
croft added.

“Jack Layton and Ste-
phen Harper have a lot 
riding on this, because 
if they miscalculate … 
and they have fewer seats 
after [an early election] 
than they did before, 
then people are going to 
say ‘off with your heads.’ 
I’m sure they know this 
and will be very cautious 
about it.”

However, all this elec-
tion speculation may be 
for not, stressed Kay. “If 
the polls change, this 
whole talk of the election 
is going to change, too.”

“We were concerned 
that if it came as rain, 
we might have a problem, 
but it came as snow, so 
everything took care of 
itself,” Schultz noted.

River levels, high dur-
ing the spring melt, have 
begun to come down. The 
GRCA expects them to hit 
their normal spring and 
summer levels over the 
next few weeks, filling 
reservoirs near Florad-
ale and Belwood by late 
May or early June. 

With plenty of water 
in reserve, the GRCA 
will be able to keep the 
Grand River, Canaga-

gigue Creek and other 
local waterways flowing 
nicely over the summer 
months. 

As the reservoirs fill, 
the only downside is an 
increased flood risk in 
the event of a big rain-
storm.

“There’s not too much 
we can do to manage the 
reservoirs at this time of 
year to control flooding. 
We manage them as best 
as we can, but there’s not 
a lot of storage capacity 
available, so it’s always 
a difficult time of year 
for us,” he said. “This is 
the time of year where 
we always have to do 

a very delicate balanc-
ing act when it rains.” 
 Once they have past that 
stage, Schultz said they 
should have enough wa-
ter to go around for the 
rest of the spring and 
summer. 

“If we have a drought 
kind of summer, we have 
to be careful on how we 
release the water from 
the reservoirs,” he said, 
noting shortfalls are un-
likely.

“Even in 2002, which 
was a particularly dry 
year, we got through the 
year with enough water, 
but we had to be care-
ful.”

Continued from page 4

Water levels just right for GRCA

For those Leaf fans who are aching 
for anything to quench their hockey 
lust, hall of famer and legendary 
goaltender Johnny Bower will make 
an appearance at Greenway Bloom-
ing Centre tomorrow (April 17). 
Bower will be on hand to meet and 
sign autographs at the Breslau-area 
centre from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Leaf legend comes 
to Breslau area The Woolwich Observer picked 

up two awards at an Ontario Com-
munity Newspaper Association 
ceremony held last weekend (Apr. 
9) in Toronto.
The paper landed a first-place fin-

ish in the Best Technically Enhanced 
Photo category, and a third-place 
nod for cartoonist Scott Arnold’s 
popular The View from Here.
Also making a trip to the podium 

was Observer columnist Steve Ga-
lea. 
The Not So Great Outdoorsman 

proved to be pretty darn good in 
the judges’ eyes: at the top of his 
game, the writer was named Col-
umnist of the Year, and Humour 
Columnist of the Year.
Results of the Canadian Commu-

nity Newspaper Awards will be an-
nounced next week.

Observer lands two awards at OCNA gala
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the only thing that isn’t al-
lowed in there are houses 
and body shops. It has too 
many potential options.

“How can you protect an 
area if you put in a confer-
ence centre and you have 
parking for hundreds of 
cars?”

He also expressed con-
cern over the 30-metre re-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the federal 
Liberal party in 
an apparent tail-

spin of popularity – the 
fallout of testimony at 
the sponsorship program 
inquiry – area Conser-
vatives are ramping up 
preparations for an elec-
tion that could come as 
early as this spring.

Rather than wait un-
til late May or June, the 
Kitchener-Conestoga rid-
ing association plans to 
begin the formal nomi-
nation process within a 
couple of weeks.

“We’re certainly going 
to do our best to have ev-
erything ready … in the 
spring,” explained asso-
ciation president Robert 
McLean, reflecting the 
possibility Paul Martin’s 

Local Conservaties step up nominee search
To trigger an election over inquiry allegations would be “opportunistic,” says Myers

minority government 
will fall sooner rather 
than later.

“I’d like to be more pre-
pared, but we certainly 
have some great people 
interested in becoming 
nominees,” he said, add-
ing there are five people 
who’ve shown an inter-
est in carrying the party 
banner in the next elec-
tion. None has officially 
signed on as of yet.

Public support for the 
Liberal party has fallen 
since a publication ban 
was lifted Apr. 7 on Mon-
treal advertising execu-
tive Jean Brault’s testi-
mony before the Gomery 
inquiry into the sponsor-
ship scandal.

Brault – whose allega-
tions haven’t been prov-
en in court – told the 
inquiry of kickbacks his 
company was forced to 

give to the Liberal party 
in exchange for lucrative 
sponsorship contracts.

The ban was initially 
invoked over concerns 
Brault’s testimony could 
prejudice the former 
Groupaction president’s 
upcoming trial. He faces 
six fraud-related charges 
stemming from the spon-
sorship scandal.

Since the ban was lifted, 
the Liberal’s have fall-
en significantly in the 
polls, ranging between 31 
and 34 per cent support. 
That’s a double-digit re-
duction from their previ-
ous standing.

In the same time period, 
the Conservative Party 
had risen in popularity, 
sitting either right be-
hind the Liberals or just 
out in front.

“If the Conservatives 
were to trigger an elec-

tion based on allegations, 
I think there would be a 
price to pay for that,” said 
MP Lynn Myers (Liberal 
– Kitchener-Conestoga), 
suggesting the public 
would see it as an “op-
portunistic” move. “You 
really have to wait until 
the [final] reports come 
out [from Justice John 
Gomery].

“I regret the whole par-
ty is being painted by the 
[alleged] actions of a few. 
That’s not who the vast 
majority of Liberal mem-
bers or Liberal party 
supporters are – by any 
stretch of the imagina-
tion.”

Myers confirmed he 
would seek the Liberal 
nomination in the next 
election, despite the grow-
ing public discontent.

“We knew the day af-
ter the last election was 

day-one of the next cam-
paign,” he said, referenc-
ing the tenuous nature of 
a minority government. 
“We’ve been working 
hard over these months 
… making sure that we 
have our financing in 
order and we have our 
strategies in order.

“I think the best strat-
egy for me has been the 
one I’ve always main-
tained and that’s just to 
work hard. Work hard on 
behalf of my constituents 
and answer all their ques-
tions, if we can, and help 
them where we can… I 
hope that people remem-
ber that – that they have 
an ally in Ottawa that 
can be their voice and 
make sure they’re repre-
sented.”

Should an election be 
called before local Con-
servatives can get a can-

didate in place, the whole 
process would be expe-
dited, McLean explained. 
If an election isn’t called 
before nominations are 
in place, hopefuls will 
have 30 days to rally the 
support of party mem-
bers.

“Everything would 
move a little faster. It just 
means that’s not a lot of 
time for potential nomi-
nees to go out and sell 
memberships,” he said of 
an earlier election call.

“People are getting more 
and more fed up with the 
governing Liberals.

“Our membership base 
is growing. It’s grown by 
10 to 15 per cent this year, 
which, in a non-writ pe-
riod, is pretty significant 
to have it grow. We’re 
pretty excited about that. 
It is that people are fed up 
and they want change.”

striction around environ-
mental features, arguing 
the buffer zone should be 
larger.

The ESL proposals will 
be the subject of two open 
houses next week, includ-
ing a Wednesday evening 
(Apr. 20) appearance at 
the St. Clements Commu-
nity Centre. Following 
that, the ESLs will be the 

subject of a formal public 
meeting at the regional 
headquarters May 17.

Council is expected to 
address the designations 
this summer.

A second ESL is proposed 
for the Blair-Bechtel-
Cruickston area, which 
includes land in Kitchen-
er, Cambridge and North 
Dumfries Township.

ESLs focus of open houses
Continued from page5
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 Do we want to chase somebody else out of Woolwich, 
or just out of Elmira?

Planner Brian Shantz, representing the Elmira Theatre 
Company, pushed Woolwich council this week to back 
plans for a Howard Avenue venue.

» Deal is elementary
Elementary teachers dropped their 
low-key work-to-rule campaign this 
week after their union reached a ten-
tative contract deal with the province. 
Students, caught in the middle as al-
ways, should be able to finish the year 
without fear of interruption.

» Martin’s mixed messages
Paul Martin, who has no love for his 
predecessor, must have had mixed 
emotions as Jean Chrétien was tarred 
at the Gomery inquiry: his friend 
Jacques Corriveau is said to have col-
lected millions with bogus invoices. 
Martin, however, suffers at the polls.

» A poor loser?
A 13-year-old California boy was ar-
rested this week after a fellow base-
ball player was clubbed to death 
with a bat. The victim had appar-
ently teased the suspect over a loss 
the team suffered, bringing “poor 
sportsmanship” to a new level.

Liberals should fall on the sword
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

What to do with a 
bunch of bums?

I don’t know no one who 
can say with a straight 
face that it ain’t time 

for them Liberals to go. 
I sure don’t expect them 
to do the right thing and 
resign – they ain’t got no 
honour, them crooks – so 
I guess it’s up to the other 
parties to put ‘em down.

I sure hope all them 
pantywaist Liberal sup-
porters has seen the 
light: not only is that 
party a bunch of lefties 
ruining this great coun-
try, they’re all a bunch of 
scammers. It ain’t enough 
that they’re constantly 
takin’ our money for use-
less things – any of them 
language or “cultural” 
programs, to start with. 
No, they got to go outright 
stealin’ by the millions.

You always knew that 
crap was goin’ on – espe-
cially with them Quebec 
types – but now they’ve 
been caught with their 
hand deep in the cookie 
jar. The verdict’s in: 
guilty.

Now I seen how Paul 
Martin is tellin’ folks to 
wait until the inquiry is 
over before turfin’ his 
corrupt government. 
Stuff that nonsense, I say 
– he’s just hopin’ enough 
Canadians will go back 
to sleep, forgettin’ all 

about this thievery so he 
can get another win. You 
can bet the farm they’d go 
right back to graftin’.

My only fear is that 
there’s enough dumbass-
es out there to buy into 
the whole mess: after all, 
lefties here in Ontario is 
responsible for electin’ 
all them Liberals. Maybe 
all this crap in the papers 
will cause some of them 
wimps to learn a thing or 
two … maybe even grow a 
spine.

EVEN JAIL IS TOO GOOD
Some backbone sure 

woulda come in handy 
when they was dealin’ 
with that Homolka wom-
an, who’s set to get out of 
jail this summer. I can’t 
figure how the likes of 
her, what with the horri-
ble crimes she was doin’, 
never got life in jail, or 
better.

It just shows what kind of 
laughingstock our justice 
system has become on ac-
count of the spineless set 
in charge of such things. 
We should be enforcin’ 
the laws with an iron fist, 
not the limp wrist most of 

the politicians is usin’.
Anyways, they sure 

muffed that one up in a 
major way. Sure, they 
got that Bernardo fella 
behind bars for life – and 
you can bet it’s only the 
public that’s keepin’ ‘em 
from pronouncin’ him 
cured and shippin’ him 
out – but, from all tales, 
she was just as bad. In-
stead of bein’ taken care 
of properly, if you know 
what I mean, here she is 
gettin’ set for release.

I guess it’s somethin’ 
that they’re tryin’ to get 
some sort of order on 
her so they can track her 
about, figurin’ it’s just a 
matter of time before she’s 
up to no good once again. 
If that happens, some 
heads have got to roll … 
and she’s got to be called 
a dangerous offender and 
slapped in jail for good.

WE AIN’T GOT NO REAL 
MEN RUNNIN’ THE PLACE
The wife was all caught 

up in the weddin’ last week 
of Prince Charles and that 
Parker Bowles woman. I 
swear the wife never gets 
tired of them royals.

I ain’t one of them folks 
that goes bashin’ the mon-
archy – I think they’ve 
served us fine all these 
years. And I sure as hell 
don’t want to give in to 
separatists and others 
whinin’ about the British: 
it’s what made us a great 
nation, and all the gettin’ 
away from it has made us 
weaker, and brought noth-
in’ but crime and welfare.

I just wish they was less 
in the news, and more 
about the dignity. I guess 
it ain’t no surprise all 
the public fuss these days 
when no one’s got respect 
or manners. 

Still, I’m for Canada first. 
Like the Yanks, some-
times it’s good to stand 
on your own two feet. I’d 
push for more of a repub-
lic here – it’d certainly get 
rid of that leechin’ Gover-
nor General – except we 
ain’t got nothin’ but nancy 
boys where men is needed 
to do the job. Hell, we got 
the likes of Trudeau and 
Chrétien makin’ a mess 
of things 20-odd years 
ago with the Constitution 
– things ain’t been right 
since then, with every 
whiner under the sun run-
nin’ to the courts. 

Problem is, we ain’t 
got no real men runnin’ 
things here.

A growing sense of outrage over facts flowing 
from the Gomery inquiry has many voters 
saying it’s time for the Liberals to go. New 
polls show that if an election were held today, 

Paul Martin’s government would lose. Unfortunately, 
so would all Canadians.

If the numbers hold, the Conservative party stands to 
win the election that would come when the opposition 
parties force the minority government to fall. Unfortu-
nately, that cure would prove worse than the disease.

The Liberals have grown arrogant in their tenure, 
feeling no one could assail them – Canadians are in the 
mood to inject a dose of humility.

Revelations from the inquiry have primed us for our 
favourite electoral sport: throwing the bums out.

There’s no doubt the sponsorship scandal has tarred 
the government. Worse still, it’s having a profound 
effect on the country’s fragile unity: in Quebec, daily 
revelations are fueling resentment about federal inter-
ference in Quebec politics, and Quebecers feel they’re 
being portrayed as corrupt. Elsewhere, particularly in 
the Reform/Alliance stronghold on the Prairies, it’s re-
inforcing stereotypical notions about graft in Quebec, 
and that province’s grip on Ottawa’s attention.

A housecleaning is in order. There is, however, a dearth 
of viable alternatives. The Conservatives are unworthy, 
potentially magnitudes more harmful to Canada. The 
NDP cannot win – even doubling their current number 
of seats (19), itself a minor miracle, would get them no-
where near the 155 needed for a majority. In Quebec, the 
Bloc Quebecois is expected to increase its stranglehold 
– it can never form a government, but it would help Bal-
kanize Canadian politics.

Most pundits focus on Stephen Harper’s Conservatives, 
the only party with a shot at winning control of the House 
of Commons, if only via another minority government.

The Conservatives, however, are not the party to tackle 
Canada’s decline. With social conservatism at its core 
– the opposite of Canadian values – the party is much 
too influenced by American-style politics. It is precisely 
through adopting the worst aspects of the United States 
that we’ve seen certain quality of life issues suffer here, 
lowering our standards … and our standing in the inter-
national community.

The tumble is most notable in the larger cities, where 
neglect and politically-correct policies have served up 
an unworkable mess. Add to that a prevailing attitude of 
“me first” and group politics, and you’ve got a recipe for 
the slide we see today.

While the newly stamped Tories may be keen to tackle 
some of the symptoms, the U.S. example shows the situa-
tion will only get worse.

The Liberals, naturally, will use trepidation about the 
Conservatives – there’s nothing progressive here – to 
put a scare into Canadians, just as they did prior to last 
June’s election. That tactic did work, reversing some of 
the poll numbers seen in the run up to election day. Obvi-
ously, it wasn’t completely successful, as Martin was left 
with a minority government.

That result leaves him open to public censure today – 
you can bet there would be much less concern in caucus 
meetings if the Liberals had a solid majority to ride out 
the Gomery-induced storm.

Clearly, much rests on Martin’s shoulders. Having had 
more than a year to deal with the scandal, it’s equally 
clear he’s not up to the internal housecleaning that 
might have deflected some of the criticism. Now, voters 
may do the job for him.

The question remains, which group of bums will we 
throw into office?
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Will the revelations from
the sponsorship scandal

affect your vote?” Jim
Wilkinson

“I can’t really 
say because I 
would like to 
see the legal 
outcome from 
the enquiries 
being conduct-
ed first.”

Walter
Ragula

“I think so be-
cause I voted 
Liberal ... I 
thought Martin 
was probably the 
best leader ... but 
at some point 
the party has to 
be punished for 
the corruption.”

Scott
Donnelly

“Yes it will af-
fect my vote 
depending on 
who is involved 
and what they 
did.”

Ruth
Josephs

“No, I don’t 
think the spon-
sorship scandal 
is as big an is-
sue since it is re-
ally such a small 
amount of mon-
ey compaired 
to other money 
wasted.”
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Justice Gomery most likely next prime minister when Martin falls

RAISE YOUR VOICE AND BE HEARD - SPEAK YOUR MIND IN A LETTER TO THE EDITOR IN YOUR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

FOLLOWING THE TRADITIONAL MODEL, THE ELMIRA THEATRE COMPANY STAGES ITS 
REACTION TO WOOLWICH COUNCIL’S DEBATE ABOUT A NEW VENUE IN ELMIRA.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Plenty of reasons for 
township to continue 
clearing sidewalks

▼ See MANY page 10

Okay, Doktor 
Froth. You know 
everything. Can 

you explain this cur-
rent schlimazel in Ot-
tawa to us?

Certainly. What part of 
the fuzzifying of the mud-
dification would you care 
me to elucidate?
Well, really, what is 

happening? Are we go-
ing to be stuck with an-
other election?

Sorry to give you the 
bad news. But the answer 
is yes. Another stupid 
election this spring. 
And the result?
Our leader, whose name 

is Prime Minister Dith-
ers, will be out on his 
keister and we will have 
a new government. Or 
semi-government. John 
Ralston Saul may be 
asked to rule. Things are 
that bad.
Why is this happen-

ing?
Well, when you get a guy 

before the Gomery Com-
mission vowing under 
oath that he could have 
been a script-writer for 

The Sopranos, we have 
what you would call a 
problem.
Explain.
Well, this guy under 

oath describes how he 
would meet some guys – 
who had too many vowels 
in their names – at some 
classy Montreal restau-
rant and leave a fat brown 
envelope with enough 
gazzoolies in it to choke 
a horse and, amazingly, 
the envelope would dis-
appear. And later end up 
with the Liberal Party.  
Why is this a prob-

lem?
Let’s put it this way. 

Jack Layton was in no 
way involved. We think 
someone else was.
How was Mr. Dithers 

connected to this?
Well, this is very com-

plicated. Mr. Dithers, as 
we know, was finance 
minister of Canada for 
nine years – before he 
stabbed Mr. Chrétien, 
not in the back but in the 
front. And he was the se-
nior Liberal cabinet min-
ister in Quebec.

And so?
The ordinary stupid 

voter would think that if 
he didn’t know what was 
going on in his own baili-
wick, he was incompetent. 
If he did know, then he’s 
telling a fib, also known 
as a little white lie.
Who is going to ben-

efit from this?
Stephen Harper.
Who is Stephen Harp-

er?
That’s the problem. No 

one knows who Stephen 
Harper is – possibly in-
cluding himself. He com-
bines the personality of 
Joe Clark and Parson 
Manning, with probably 
the additive of Bob Stan-
field.
Who is running 

the whole show? 
The thought of John 
Ralston Saul coming to 
our rescue might drive 
me to the screech.

The guy running the 
whole show is Justice 
John Gomery.
Who is Judge Gom-

ery?
He’s the guy who wiped 

out Sheila Fraser as the 
most famous person in 
Canada.
Who’s Sheila Fraser?
She’s the stern lady, Au-

ditor-General, more riv-
eting on TV than Oprah, 
who first unearthed the 
fandango that ends up 
with the boys passing en-
velopes packed with cash 
in Montreal bistros while 
one guy goes to the loo 
and pretends he doesn’t 
know.
And so?
Da judge, recovering 

from his careless and 
sloppy comments to a 
journalist at Christmas 
(probably thinking it 
was off-the-record – there 
ain’t no such thing) could 

be elected prime minis-
ter tomorrow, such is his 
fame, since he is going 
to bring down a govern-
ment.
And what’s gonna 

happen?  
The Quebec populace, 

so insulted by the Eng-
lish Canada press paint-
ing them all as crooks, 
will flee en masse to the 
Bloc Quebecois, wiping 
out the declining Liberal 
seats in the province.
And?
Western Canada, which 

is always suspicious of  
people who eat garlic and 
speak another language, 
will whisper once again 
that all Quebec politics 
is crooked – and remind 
themselves that all the 
prime ministers (St. Lau-
rent, Trudeau, Chrétien, 
Mulroney and now Mr. 
Dithers) seem to come 
from Quebec.
And so?
The Grits will be wiped 

out beyond the Mani-
toba border, even before 
da judge – now the most 
popular figure in Canada 

– delivers his final report 
in the fall.
So that means Stephen 

Harper is a cinch to be 
the new PM?

Nothing is a cinch with 
Stephen, who combs his 
hair before he gets into 
bed. He apparently has 
never heard that there is 
a very large province in 
Canada called Ontario.
What you mean?
You can’t form a major-

ity government in Ottawa 
unless you carry Ontario. 
He spends no time in On-
tario. No time schmooz-
ing with all those guys 
on Bay Street who have 
the party funds. He acts 
like a rube from Red Deer 
who’s afraid to mix in the 
major leagues.
So it’s another irri-

tating election in the 
spring when no one 
wants one? And an-
other minority govern-
ment?

Yep, you’ve got it.
Wow, Doktor Froth, 

thanks for muddifying 
the fuzzification.

Any time.

To the Editor,
This is a response to 

LaMonte Jefferies letter 
to the editor (Observer 
Apr.9/05 – Elmira resi-
dents should look after 
their own sidewalk snow-
clearing). 

You were wondering 
“where did the township 
come up with the ill-con-
ceived idea to do all side-
walks in Elmira?” You 
stated that “it must have 
been homeowners who 
couldn’t do it themselves, 
seniors, or those who just 
did not want to do it them-
selves.”

I am a resident of Elmira 
who does do their own 
sidewalk without hesita-
tion. Unfortunately, there 
are others in my neigh-

bourhood who choose 
not to despite being very 
capable of doing it them-
selves – they’re just too 
lazy. They must figure 
that since they don’t use 
the sidewalk, that it really 
isn’t that important. 

I use the sidewalk every 
day to take my children to 
the bus stop, and also have 
to use it when getting my 
mail. It is pretty much 
impossible for people like 
me, with a stroller for a 
small child, to travel a 
sidewalk with a couple of 
inches – at times a couple 
of feet – of snow. 

My other choice is to use 
the road, which is not a 
great alternative with two 
small children in an area 
where construction traf-
fic is at an all-time high.

I hope that you and other 
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Paul Martin: Prime Minister or kitchen utensil?
tin not only understands 
Canadians’ outrage over 
the sponsorship scandal 
and their desire to change 
the way federal politics 
operates, but that Martin 
actually represents that 
change. 

As Reid tried to explain 
to reporters, Martin is 
the best person to restore 
public confidence in gov-
ernment, after the dam-
age done by revelations 
regarding the sponsor-
ship program.

Not only is that line go-
ing to be a tough sell, 
but it’s one that Martin’s 
team has tried before. Re-

Many too lazy to clear 
their own sidewalks

Continued from page 9

“Paul Martin is the wire 
brush that will scrub 
clean this stain on Cana-
dian politics.”

Scott Reid, official 
spokesperson for Prime 

Minister Paul Martin

Once you’re done 
shaking your head 
at the shockingly 

poor quality of imagery 
being used by the alleg-
edly professional com-
municators that inhabit 
Parliament Hill, try fo-
cusing for a moment on 
the actual content of Scott 
Reid’s statement. What he 
is saying is that Paul Mar-

call that when the Audi-
tor General’s report was 
released last February, 
Martin advisor David 
Herle proudly outlined 
the strategic brilliance of 
Martin’s decision to call a 
public inquiry. 

“Isn’t this the perfect op-
portunity to demonstrate 
that you’re an agent of 
change? Isn’t this the per-
fect kind of issue on which 
to say, ‘Here is something 

that happened in a previ-
ous government – under a 
different administration 
– and as soon as it’s come 
out, here’s the actions 
I’ve taken.’ To me that is 
an agent of change.”

Martin has never re-
ally understood how a 
man that he reportedly 
believes to be his intel-
lectual inferior was able 
to win three consecutive 
majorities. And, he is 
infuriated that what he 
sees as his predecessor’s 
wrongdoings stopped 
him from winning the 
mandate to which he felt 
entitled (and, indeed, 
that his supporters had 
argued was virtually in-
evitable). 

Just because he and 
Jean Chrétien didn’t 
much like each other, he 
appears to think that he 
should be immune from 
any blame for the spon-
sorship fiasco. He stated 
last spring that “It is no 
secret that I did not have 
an easy relationship with 
those around the prime 
minister. In short, my 
advice was not routinely 
sought on issues related 
to Quebec ... I was cer-
tainly not in on the se-
crets of the gods.” 

The funny thing is that 
Canadian voters who had 
seemed perpetually will-
ing to forgive Chrétien 
for a catalogue of sins did 
not seem to have the same 
tolerance for Martin’s ar-
rogance as they had once 

had for Chrétien’s. 
When Chrétien was in 

power, he could stand in 
the House of Commons 
and argue that although 
“maybe a few million 
dollars was stolen,” he 
thought the greater goal 
of saving the country was 
worth it. He invoked the 
words “national unity” 
in the same way that 
George W. Bush repeat-
edly invokes 9/11 as the 
justification for every-
thing from the state of 
the federal treasury to 
the elimination of civil 
liberties. 

And, to a large degree, it 
worked for him.

Even after he had fi-
nally realized his goal 
to push Chrétien out 
and move into the Prime 
Minister’s Office, Martin 
decided to set himself up 
as the leader of the oppo-
sition to his predecessor. 
No one was more visibly 
outraged at the rot in 
government than he was, 
and no one would work 
harder to clean it up. The 
problem with that tactic 
is that few Canadians 
seriously believed that 
someone could serve as 
Finance Minister for 
nearly a decade without 
knowing what was going 
on, particularly when it 
was going on in his home 
province. 

As the full extent of the 
scandal is finally becom-
ing apparent, the num-
ber of people who believe 
Martin’s claims of igno-
rance is about the same as 
the number of people who 
attend his staff meetings. 
Regardless of who is in 
charge, the term ‘Liberal’ 

is becoming synonymous 
with government corrup-
tion, in the same way that 
the term Conservative 
did during the Mulroney 
years (and surely will 
again if they are ever al-
lowed back into power).

The other thing that 
has changed is that, 
where Martin once used 
the scandal as an excuse 
to call an early election 
so he would have a man-
date to clean up govern-
ment, he now argues that 
another election must be 
delayed so that he has 
time to clean up govern-
ment. 

Last year, Martin him-
self said, “We’re going to 
go into an election mak-
ing it very clear we’re 
dealing with this mess. 
… It is my responsibil-
ity as the Prime Minister 
of Canada to deal with 
it and I’m going to deal 
with it.” 

By contrast, Reid is now 
begging Stephen Harper 
to refrain from forcing 
an election. 

“Will the leader of the 
opposition give Canadi-
ans a guarantee that he 
will let Justice Gomery 
report his findings – that 
he will not force voters 
into an election until they 
have the answers that 
this prime minister has 
said that they deserve?”

As Maclean’s columnist 
Paul Wells noted in his 
blog last week, “This line 
would be more effective if 
voters hadn’t been forced 
into an election last June 
– before they had the an-
swers that this prime 
minister had already 
said they deserved?”
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residents of Elmira might 
see this from another per-
spective that these people, 
being too lazy to clear 
their own sidewalk, make 
others like me suffer be-
cause of it.

I agree that a bylaw 
might be a good option, 
but something must be 
done to keep all sidewalks 
in Elmira safe for us and 
our children to use all sea-
son long.

Lori Shannon
Elmira

Lions, other groups 
should get free use of 
community centres

To the Editor,
I wish to express my 

concern over the fact 
that Wellesley Town-
ship is planning to levy a 
rental fee to the Paradise 
and District Lions Club, 
among other organiza-
tions. This is ludicrous.

The Lions do nothing 
but good for our commu-
nity, and because of their 
efforts the community 
centre itself has received 
many donations toward 
the building.  

If they decide to go ahead 
with this rental fee, it 
will diminish the amount 
of money they can donate 
to so many worthwhile 
causes. Rental fees may 
even force them to give 
up some of their previous 
fundraisers, such as the 
New Year’s Eve party.  

It’s time to give a hand 
to those who have so will-
ingly given of their time 
and talents to us – don’t 
cut off the hand that not 
only helps you, but also 
feeds you in some cases.

Annette Kuhn
St. Clements

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

�������
�������

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

�������������

���������
������������
�������������



BIZPORTFOLIO
APRIL 16, 2005 • BIZ PORTFOLIO • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 11    

Housing starts inch higher in March Province recognizes two local exporters Local jobless rate no long nation’s lowest
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As she prepares to open 
her own business, 
Sheri Bender feels 
her retail career has 

come full-circle. When the St. 
Jacobs resident first started 
in the world of retail nearly 
20 years ago, one of her first 
jobs was at a Crabtree and Ev-
elyn store. Now those bodycare 
products are front and centre 
as the main product line in her 
first entrepreneurial venture.

Vintage Soul is scheduled to 
open May 1 on the second floor 
of the Riverworks building in 
downtown St. Jacobs. However, 
it may open a few days sooner if 
no glitches arise.

“We’ve got a great spot be-
cause when you come up the 
stairs, we’re right there,” she 
told the Observer. “I’ve always 
been in retail. It’s been my pas-
sion.

“I always knew I wanted to 
open a store like this.”

Through the years, Bender 
has held various positions in 
the retail industry; from cus-
tomer service to management. 
She’s also worked with a range 
of products, which is evident 
in Vintage Soul. Alongside 
the bodycare products will be 
women’s and children’s cloth-
ing, linens, home décor items 
and, of course, the namesake 
vintage antiques.

“I kind of went with things I 

Full-circle with Vintage Soul
St. Jacobs entrepreneur draws on her retail experience in choosing products

know,” she explained, suggest-
ing the additional product lines 
will “balance out” the predomi-
nant bodycare items. “I wanted 
to get a great mix of lines and 
create a great shopping experi-
ence for the customer.”

Having long-dreamed of open-
ing her own shop, Bender’s 
plans for Vintage Soul only 
started to take shape within 
the past year. Before going that 
route, she wanted to make sure 
everything was going well in 
her other job: mother to three 
small children. Now that the 
youngest is of school age, the 
time seemed right.

“That’s still my main job – my 
three kids,” she said, noting 
the flexibility of being a shop 
owner was part of the attrac-
tion over working for someone 
else. 

“I’ve been at home with my 
kids, so it’s a big decision to do 
something like this full-time. 
That being said, they’re all in 
school now and so I need some-
thing to fill my day.”

Of course, to assist with that 
flexibility – and allow her to 
be home after school gets out 
– there is some part-time assis-
tance required.

The timing of her venture was 
also somewhat driven by the 
renovations to the Riverworks 
building recently undertaken 
by Mercedes Corp. When Bend-
er learned the popular tourist 
outlet was being revamped, 
she was quick to sign on. Since 

agreeing to take the location, 
she’s been “antsy” for things to 
come together.

“Location is huge and in St. 
Jacobs they’re few and far be-
tween,” she said, noting her 
store is one of the last to open 
its doors now that renovations 
are complete.

Living within walking dis-

tance of work was also part of 
the reason she decided to open 
her store in the village. Not 
only does it provide quick ac-
cess to home, should the need 
arise, but it allows her to es-
cape the perils of commuting.

“It’s great that I can be in St. 
Jacobs. We love living here … 
so to be able to work down the 

street is really special.”
Before opening the doors, 

there’s still work to be done: 
many of the product lines 
haven’t come in yet, and there 
are displays to be created. As-
sisting on that front is her hus-
band Vaughn.

“He’s very handy, so he’ll be 
able to help,” she smiled.

PREPARING TO OPEN  St. Jacobs resident Sheri Bender is slated to open her first entrepreneurial venture in the village May 1. 
Vintage Soul will carry bodycare products, clothing, linens, home décor items and antiques.

RICHARD VIVIAN

There were 218,500 housing starts across the country last month, up 
0.3 per cent in February, according to the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation. Demand for new houses continues to be driven by low mort-
gage rates and high employment, the organization suggests.

A pair of area businesses brought home awards from the province’s south-
western Ontario Global Traders Awards Apr. 7. Local winners include Breslau 
forklift builder Carelift Equipment Ltd. (Innovation) and the Martin Family 
Fruit Farm near Heidelberg (Award of Merit).

After four months with the lowest unemployment rate in the country, 
the rate rose in the Kitchener census area, which covers much of Waterloo 
region. The jobless rate in March hit 5.3 per cent, up from February’s 4.3 
per cent. The area now has the seventh lowest jobless rate in Canada.
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A repeat of last 
year’s rugby glo-
ry may not be in 
the cards for the 

Elmira District Secondary 
School varsity girls’ squad, 
but players and staff are 
out to learn all they can 
about high school’s rough-
est sport. 

With 18 new recruits – and 
only eight returning veter-

Into the rough
EDSS girls’ rugby squad full of newcomers,

coach expects rebuilding year
ans – a successful season 
will be an uphill struggle 
for the girls. 

“It’ll certainly be a grow-
ing year, but we’ve got a 
group of girls that are re-
ally excited to play rugby. 
And you can’t ask for any-
thing more than that,” said 
Heather Seiling, who took 
up the coaching mantle af-
ter long-time coach Terri 
Radley stepped down. In 
her six years with the team, 
she hasn’t seen a team with 

as many rookies as exist 
on this year’s squad. 

“[It’s] nice in a way, be-
cause you can take a whole 
group of girls and teach 
them properly from the 
beginning, versus teams 
that have been coached 
by other teams in other 
ways.”

The girls have quite a 
tradition to live up to: last 
year, the EDSS girls were 
underdogs in the regular 

▼ See LANCERS page 13

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The ice may be gone from arenas 
in Woolwich, but the hockey sea-
son was not officially at an end 
for Woolwich Minor Hockey un-

til this past week: players, coaches and 
fans gathered for the last time at two 
banquets to honour the best-of-the-best 
for the 2004-2005 season. 

More than 700 children from all of Wool-
wich Minor Hockey came out for two sep-
arate banquets – a junior event on Apr. 9 
at the Elmira Arena and a senior celebra-
tion at the St. Jacobs Community Centre 
Apr. 12 – to pay tribute to the players and 
coaches.

“It’s been a great year. Four teams in 
the OMHA semis … and we had a num-
ber of teams in the Tri-County finals. It 
was just a great year,” said league presi-
dent Rob Smyth.  

Coaches for each of the 30 teams in 
Woolwich Minor Hockey were asked to 
pick four players for the most improved, 
most dedicated, most sportsmanlike 
and the hockey mom’s spirit awards; no 
awards were handed out for most valu-
able player. 

“That’s the whole purpose of the 
award,” said Deb Good, president of the 
hockey moms’ organization. “It’s not 
always about the best player, it’s about 
the [player] that improved the most … 
has the most dedication to the team. Or 
[someone] who is more of a leader. Not the 
MVP, but a gregarious kid who pumps up 
the team even if they’re losing.”

A separate award was passed out to Rob-
ert King, who received the Todd Shannon 
Award for goaltending.

“I was excited to see the faces of the kids, 
particularly Rob King [who] got the goal-
tender award. He’s graduating out of Wool-
wich Minor Hockey,” said Smyth. “He’s 
been at the bottom of the emotional aspect 

Major 
honours 

for Minor 
Hockey

Woolwich league wraps up
season with awards banquets

▼ See ANOTHER page 15

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s been a longtime coming, 
but the game of football 
– that renowned staple of 
Sunday afternoons – will 

be returning to Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School in Sep-
tember after a 54-year hiatus. 
In the fall, EDSS will field a 
varsity football squad destined 
to face other schools in the 
Waterloo County Secondary 
School Athletics’ Association; 
the only hurdle that remains is 
finding enough money to cover 
the $20,000 in startup costs for 
the squad. 

The team is the brainchild 
of EDSS teacher Steve Karn, a 
former varsity football player 
at Wilfrid Laurier University. 
Getting it off the ground has 
proven to be a lengthy endeav-
our.  

“I came here five years ago 
and it’s my passion. Basically 
for me to stay here, I wanted 
football,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that I’ve pushed for.

“The reason I want to get it 
going is once you get 50 kids 
involved within the school, it’s 
the best sport … and it’s the 
biggest sport in high school.”

For the past few months, he’s 
been hammering out details 
with Waterloo Region District 
School Board administration, 
all the while trying to drum up 
interest in the student body. 

So far, those efforts have 
worked: 110 players have put 
their mark down for the squad. 
Karn said this will eventually 
be trimmed down to 50 players 

Football 
touches 
down in 
Elmira

EDSS to field a grid-
iron squad for the 

first time in 54 years

▼ See FOOTBALL page 14

KYLE REA

The Listowel Cyclones will have to wait at least another year to hoist the 
Sutherland Cup after losing three straight games – two versus Thorold 
and one against Chatham – to earn a quick exit from the Junior B pro-
vincial finals. 

The Hagersville Hawks are up 1-0 in the Junior Development league finals 
after handing Mount Brydges a 4-3 overtime defeat Apr. 12. Results of a 
second game on Thursday were not available at press time. Hagersville ad-
vanced to the league finals after defeating Tavistock in seven games Apr. 7. 

REACH FOR IT Brianna Hunter (left) and Avery Hamilton receive a boost as they reach for the ball during a 
rugby practice Tuesday. The relatively inexperienced squad will have their work cut out for them this week, as 
they take on Waterloo Collegiate Institute Apr. 18. 

After three years at the helm of Woolwich Minor Hockey, president Rob 
Smyth has announced that he is stepping down, but will remain on the 
league’s executive as past-president. A new president is expected to be 
announced shortly. 
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Working out the bugs with a little dryland training

MACHINERY
SALES

3691 Nafziger Road,  Wellesley
PARTS, SALES & SERVICE 656-3098 

1-800-827-2153
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SUMMER EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Available for 11-15 year old students.

Young people spend two weeks in Quebec with a number of
exciting and educational outings, and host a student from

Quebec with more trips in Southwestern Ontario.
Make friends. Learn. Have fun. Enjoy!

Find out about the SEVEC Summer Exchange Program,
ask your French teacher at school or contact

Deni Cavanagh 578-3751 (day) 519-662-3895 (night)
or Carrie Wentzlaff 894-7264 (9am - 8pm) 

or email deni@golden.net
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HILARY LONG

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A core of return-
ing veterans 
bodes well for the 

Elmira District Second-
ary School varsity boys’ 
squad, says the team’s 
coach. He’s looking for 
that experience to give 
the high school that ex-
tra kick.

This year’s squad of 16 
will feature 11 returning 
players, mostly senior 
students.

“We don’t have a lot of 
players leaving, so we’ve 
retained a lot of the ros-
ter that we had last year. 
It’s nice to be able to put 
most of the starting line-
up from last year – going 
in knowing you’ve got 
that foundation there,” 
said coach Keith Halley.

“Usually I don’t like 
making predictions, but 
we have a good team this 
year. These guys know 
each other and as long as 
we’re free from injury, 
we’ll do well.”

Last year, the EDSS 

Soccer Lancers like their prospects
Core of veterans expected to kick-start EDSS varsity boys’ team

squad was in the middle-
of the pack, with a 3-4 
record. They fell short of 
the Central Western On-
tario Secondary School 
Association semifinals. 

This year, CWOSSA is 
on the radar screen for 
the local school. 

“The team looks pret-
ty promising. We hope 
to finish pretty well in 

CWOSSA, and hopefully 
win that,” said third-year 
player Jared Redekop. 

“This year we have a 
much better chance at 
making [it],” added Hal-
ley. “I’d like to go into 
every game and com-
pete with every team out 
there. I want to give the 
[smaller] schools a run 
for their money. I want to 
beat them. 

“I’ve always wanted to 
beat them, but I think this 
year we have a shot at do-
ing that.”

He noted that the team 
will have strong midfield-
ers and defence; all that 
is needed now is to stay 
injury-free. 

“A couple of injuries 
as well as field trips and 
stuff that comes up dur-
ing the school year can 
really put a dent in the 
roster,” he said. “So I told 
these guys to make sure 
they stay fit.”

EDSS will face its first 
real test Apr. 19 when 
the Lancers host Forest 
Heights. Game time is 5 
p.m. 

season, but mounted a 
comeback in quarter-
final action, beating 
previously undefeated 
Waterloo Collegiate In-
stitute 13-0 to advance to 
the Central Western On-
tario Secondary School 
Athletic semifinal 
competitions. At the re-
gional stage, they lost to 
Walkerton Sacred Heart 
Catholic High school 

Lancers open season Apr. 18 vs. WCI
and were eliminated from 
competition.

“We went really far. We 
shocked ourselves last 
year and were awesome,” 
said Seiling. 

Although not expecting 
a similar performance, 
she said she’d be pleased 
if the girls’ learned a lot 
about rugby – and gained 
confidence with their ex-
perience. 

“I just want to come 

away having a basic un-
derstanding of the game. 
I don’t care how our [sea-
son] is, I just want the girls 
to come away having fun 
and having an understand-
ing of the game and [be-
ing] comfortable with the 
game,” she said. “We’ve got 
some speed which is nice, 
we’ve got some keen girls 
… and we’ve got a couple of 
key vets that are going to 
help us out.”

One of those veterans 
is Bethany Sehl, whose 
six years of experience 
is helping her younger 
charges on various as-
pects of the game. 

“We have a lot of new 
players this year, but ... 
it’ll be good for them to 
come out and play the 
first game,” she said. 

The season starts Mon-
day in a match against 
WCI.

Continued from page 12

Just this morning, 
I restrung my old 
fly rod and had a 

practice casting session 
on the front lawn of our 
house. This is something 
that almost every fly an-
gler does in order to work 
out the bugs – no pun in-
tended. In fact, it’s a com-
mon exercise designed to 
prevent you from making 
a fool of yourself on the 
river – not that it’s ever 
worked for me.

Anyway, I had just 
finished my third cast 
when, predictably, a car 
squealed to a stop within 
ear shot.

“Hey dude!” the young 
driver yelled out. “Catch 
anything? Aren’t you 
kind of far from the wa-
ter?” Meanwhile, he and 
his teenaged buddies 
snickered uncontrolla-
bly. 

Normally, this wouldn’t 
have bothered me. Un-
fortunately, this was the 
third time they stopped 
to entertain me with a 
variation of this old joke. 

So, I gave my usual re-
sponse.

“Actually, I’m trying to 
see how many idiots I can 
force to a stop just by wav-
ing a stick,” I muttered.  
“It’s part of my thesis.”

Perturbed, they drove 
off, presumably debating 
which part of the human 
anatomy the thesis is at-
tached to. 

Having had enough 
though, I walked inside.

But while I lay on the 
couch I got to thinking 
about the whole situa-
tion. I’m not sure what 
compels people to stop 
and watch another per-
son fly cast, but it seems 
to me that this activity is 
right up there with train 
wrecks and demolition 
derbies for sheer specta-
tor satisfaction. And, not 
to brag, but my casting 
has been likened to both. 

Actually, it occurred to 
me that the act of fly cast-
ing is so interesting that 
it could stop just about 
anything. I gave this 
further meditation as I 

closed my eyes. And, sud-
denly, I was in a different 
time and place …

“Bwanna! Bwanna! The 
rogue elephant is charg-
ing us and we are out of 
ammunition because you 
were shooting at passing 
teenagers who repeated 
old jokes to you while you 
were fly casting on the 
front lawn of the safari 
tent this morning! What 
are we to do?”

Calmly, I finish my 
third martini and step 
out from beneath the 
canvas kitchen tent. 
As 20 tons of homicidal 
fury bears down on me, 
I methodically assemble 
my lightweight travel 
fly rod while terrified 
porters flee hysterically 
down the trail. The earth 
shakes at his approach 
and his gleaming tusks 
remind me of those Os-

mond Christmas specials 
of my youth. 

An old friend, who is ab-
solutely certain that the 
angel of death is upon us, 
chooses this time to re-
pay the twenty bucks he 
owes me. Pocketing it, I 
thank him.

Then, staring the great 
beast straight in the eyes, 
I coolly begin a graceful 
series of double-hauls, fi-
nally sending out the full 
length of the fly line be-
tween the crowded Aca-
cia trees.

The deadly rogue el-
ephant, who is now so 
close that I can smell the 
peanuts on his breath, 
merely speeds up with 
murderous intent. Then, I 
switch up to a side-armed 
cast.  

As our eyes lock, he 
then comes to a complete 
stop, mere inches from 

me. Later, my batman is 
thankful that only one 
set of the skid marks is in 
need of laundering.

Soon, the elephant’s 
wild eyes can’t help but 
follow the hypnotic and 
graceful rhythms of the 
line. He’s frothing at the 
mouth; the gleaming 
muscles on his shoulders 

and chest are lathered in 
a mad sweat. 

And then he raises his 
powerful trunk to the 
sky, fills his lungs with 
humid jungle air and bel-
lows, “Catch anything? 
Aren’t you kind of far 
from the water?”

Having had enough, I 
wake up.

AIMING HIGH Jason Weber aims a shot toward the opposing net 
during a scrimmage game at EDSS Apr. 11. 
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during tryouts in Sep-
tember.

Having a football team 
is not a cheap proposal 
however; Karn said he’s 
purchased all the requi-
site equipment … at a cost 
of $20,000. To help cover 
the expenses, he’s asking 
each potential player for a 
$200 contribution – which 
will earn them a game 
jersey, t-shirt and mouth 
guard that they get to 
keep, as well as training 
at the spring and summer 
workout camps and an 

Football to take the field again
EDSS weight room mem-
bership for 2005-2006. If 
they don’t end up making 
the team, they’ll receive 
$175 back. 

Karn hopes other cash 
will flow in from par-
ents, alumni and from 
a fundraising golf tour-
nament, called the first 
annual EDSS Lancers 
Football Golf Classic 
scheduled for June 24 at 
the Elmira Golf Club. He 
hopes to raise more than 
$4,000 through the tour-
nament. 

This is not the first time 

EDSS fielded a football 
squad; called the Blue 
Bombers, the team ex-
isted in the 1940s but was 
discontinued in 1951 due 
to lack of interest.

Currently, EDSS is the 
only high school in Wa-
terloo Region without a 
football team. 

When everything is set 
to go, they will use the 
current field at EDSS for 
their stomping grounds 
in 2005; next year, the 
team will have a new 
home just across the road 
on the former Elmira 

ON THE BALL More fun, less 
stress on links

Popular women’s golf league
expands to two additional courses

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Driving the ball like 
Annika Sorens-
tam or setting re-

cords like Patty Berg is 
not what it’s all about for 
members of the Impact 
Golf League. Rather, 
this fast-growing group 
of women golfers concen-
trates on some good-na-
tured, non-competitive 
fun.

Celebrating its 10th an-
niversary, the group 
– which has called the 
Merry Hill Golf Course 
near Breslau its home – 
is expanding to clubs at 
Doon Valley and Brook-
field to accommodate 
its burgeoning member-
ship. 

“When we started in 
our first year, there were 
12 people. Since then it’s 
exploded greatly,” said 
Rose Brubacher, found-
er and league coordina-
tor. The current roster 
of 230 golfers is expected 
to grow to just shy of 300 
this season.

“Merry Hill only gives 
us so many tee times, 
and they’re full. So 
we’re branching out be-
cause more and more 
women want to play and 
I can’t accommodate 
them at one golf course 
anymore.”

Expanding beyond its 
local roots, the Impact 
Golf League now draws 
golfers from an area 
stretching from Guelph 
to Stratford. 

“Our biggest goal is to 
get women out on the 
golf course, feeling com-

fortable there and know-
ing they don’t have to 
compete while playing. 
It’s a very social game, 
and we stress that,” said 
Brubacher. “It gives 
them an opportunity to 
get together with friends 
and to have fun.”

The group offers week-
ly tee times at Merry 
Hill, Doon and Brook-
field, golfing lessons and 
a year-end tournament 
to raise money for breast 
cancer. 

“That (cancer) has re-
ally touched the lives of 
quite a few members in 
the league,” said Bru-
bacher, who added her 
friend Lynn Maxwell, 
who helped start the 
league, died of the dis-
ease. 

In her honour, the 
league raises money 
through the tournament 
– and various 50-50 draws 
and other small events 
throughout the year – to 
donate to breast cancer 
research. In total, they 
have raised more than 
$22,000 over the past de-
cade – including $6,000 
in 2004. Brubacher said 
thanks to the planned 
expansion, she hopes to 
raise $8,000 this year. 

Registration for this 
year’s league is $60 and 
is currently ongoing. 
Orientation nights will 
be held at Merry Hill on 
May 5, Doon Valley May 
9 and Brookfield May 10. 

Registration will re-
main open until the 
slots are full. For more 
information, check out 
www.impactgolfleague.
com. 

Raceway grounds – the 
site of a soon-to-be-con-
structed field.

The idea of a football 
squad at EDSS has met 
the approval of principal 
Gary Ayre, who views the 
team as a uniting force. 

“It’s perfect for this type 
of school and we have 
lots of interest. My hope 
is that it will be another 
activity that will bring 
the school closer together 
and get fans out and de-
velop Lancer pride,” said 
Ayre. “I’m pretty excited 
and keen about it.” 

Continued from page 12

THROUGH THE CROWD   Mackenzie Bauman of the EDSS junior boys’ rugby squad strains to get past players from Preston Heights during 
an exhibition match-up Tuesday. The junior boys’ posted a 32-3 victory over their visiting rivals. The senior boys’ team – also in action Apr. 
12 – faced Preston as well, chalking up a 19-0 victory. HILARY LONG
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of being cut from a team 
… he’s changed his posi-
tion since then and really 
demonstrated that sense 
of inner strength, to take 
on a challenge to come 
back and do really well.” 

Other awards went to 
Dave Thomas and Mark 
Hockley of the Bantam 
LL #2, who received the 

Another season on ice, league honours its own
June Pearce Memorial 
award and bursary.

Big hardware was also 
passed out to members 
of the Atom local league 
#3 team and Peewee LL 
#1 squad for winning 
their respective Gran-
driver houseleague divi-
sions. Similar trophies 
also found their way into 
the hands of the Minor 

Atom and Major Bantam 
rep teams who won their 
respective Tri-County 
league championships. 

Passing out this year’s 
collection of awards was 
no easy task, said Smyth. 

“It was difficult because 
we had to look at a num-
ber of criteria … there 
are hundreds of kids that 
could easily be recom-

mended for the awards,” 
he said. “I saw a lot of 
hockey games this year 
and I make it my point 
to see every kid play at 
least once. I see in this 
room, and in the room 
[Apr. 9] just a great bunch 
of kids who love to play 
the game,” said Smyth. 
“So when they all dem-
onstrate that joy of play-

ing the game, it’s hard to 
pick.”

The banquet included a 
catered dinner, speeches 
from the Minor Hockey 
executive and words of 
encouragement from for-
mer Sugar King and OHL 
player Rodney Bauman. 

“Keep working hard and 
good things will happen 
… if you love to play and 

work as hard as you can 
and do the best that you 
can, you never know what 
could happen,” he said. 
Bauman currently plays 
for the Ottawa 67’s. 

Smyth added that he’s 
stepping down after three 
years as president of Wool-
wich Minor Hockey. 

“It’s time for someone 
else to take over,” he said. 

Continued from page 12

Displays
& Demos

Equipment
• Lawn & Garden

• Turf

• Wood Handling Products

Ride & Drive Displays
• ATVs

• Utility Vehicles

• Tractors

See our 
NEW

expanded
SHOWROOM!

BBQ
• Food

• Drinks
• Door Prizes

We ’ re  celebrat ing our  40th Anniversary! !    
Saturday, April 23, 2005 ~ 10am - 4pm

R.R # 1 Elora, 0519 County Rd. #7  846-5388 www.deboersequipment.com
HAY SEASON’S COMING!

from farm to commercial
put Gehl® to work for you!

ANNIVERSARY CONTEST
Enter to WIN

One of
30 T1570

Lawn Tractors
or a chance at a 
GRAND PRIZE of

1 Million Dollars!

Canada’s first Kubota dealer.......

PAGE TWENTY FOUR The Wellington Advertiser, Friday, April 15, 2005 The Wellington Advertiser, Friday, April 15, 2005 PAGE TWENTY FIVE

PHOTOS: KYLE REA

AT THE TOP Minor Midget LL winners, from left, Owen 
Lennox, Scott Twynstra, Jeff Strenzke and Philip Martin. 

CHEERS FOR THE ATOMS Winners from the Atom LL 
#2 include Quintin Hunter-Rhodes, Connor Venier, Si-
mon Baleshta, Sebastien Huber and Jeffrey Weber. 

CONGRATULATIONS  Winners from the Mini 6 Rang-
ers. From left: Ryan Shantz, Garrett Schultz and Kelby 
Martin. 

NO MINOR FEAT  Winners from the Tri-County cham-
pion Minor Atoms, from left: Chad Bauman, Kaitlin Do-
ering and Adam Brubacher.

RED WITH PRIDE  Novice Red Wing winners. From 
left: Keaton Weiss, Matthew Leger, Spencer Inglis and 
John Wesley-Weber

SENIOR SUCCESS Bantam A/E winners include,from 
left, Luke Martin, Scott Snyder and Eddie Metzger. 

LOCAL LEAGUE VICTORY  Winners from the Bantam 
LL #1. From left: Scott Reist, Joey Primeau and Jason 
Young. 

BIG WINNERS  Midget A/E winners, from left, Cort-
ney Wilson, Steve Bauman, Rob King and Jeff Floto. 
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Paradise & District
 Lions Club

2005 M.L.B. Regular Season
Baseball Pool Entry Form

Held Under Licence #M426150

$2,000 in Prizes  -  30 Prizes to be won

• 1st Place ............................................ $500.00
• 2nd Place............................................ $300.00
• 3rd Place ............................................ $200.00
• 4th Place ............................................ $150.00
• 5th Place ............................................ $100.00
• 6th - 10th Place .................................... $50.00
• 11th - 30th Place ................................... $25.00

• Complete the name and address section of the entry form.

• Select 16 players  - One from each group - No trades permitted.

• You will receive one point for each walk, one point for each single,
two points for each double, three points for each triple, 4 points for
each home run and one point for each run batted in.

• In case of a tie, the entrant with the most homeruns will be the
winner. If there is still a tie, the names will be randomly drawn.

• There will be one mailed update at the conclusion of the Regular
Season.

• Weekly updates will be available approximately May 18th, 2005.

• The cost is $10.00 per entry or choose from the bonus offers and
receive 3 entries for $25 , 7 entries for $50 or 15 entries for $100.
Make cheque or money order payable to the PARADISE AND DIS-
TRICT LIONS CLUB BASEBALL POOL.

• If you wish multiple entries, simply photocopy the entry form

• Entries will not be accepted without proper payment.

• Entries filled out incorrectly will not be entered.

• Send entries with payment to Paradise and District Lions Baseball
Pool, Box 102, Heidelberg, ON  N0B 1YO.

• All entries must be postmarked by midnight, Friday April 29th,
2005 and received in Heidelberg by mail by Monday, May 9th,
2005.

• The Paradise and District Lions Baseball Pool Committee decision in
prize allocation is final.

• If you have any questions regarding the pool, phone Pool Chair-
man Robert Siopiolosz at  (519)699-4494. No collect calls.

How To Play

CONTESTANT INFORMATION
(Please Print)

Entrant’s Name: ________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

________________________________________

Postal Code: ________________________________________

Phone Number: ________________________________________

Amount Enclosed

$ ...........................................
Cheque/Money Order payable to

Paradise and District Lions
Club Baseball Pool

Mail Completed Entry form to
Paradise & District Lions
Baseball Pool
P.O. Box 102
Heidelberg ON   N0B 1YO

Point Scoring System
1 Point............ Walk, Single, RBI
2 Points ........................ Double
3 Points ........................... Triple
4 Points ....................Home Run

(Weekly updates available at http://www3.sympatico.ca/tsip/paradise)

Entry Fee
1 Entry ......................... $10.00
3 Entries ....................... $25.00
7 Entries ....................... $50.00
15 Entries ....................$100.00

GROUP 1

1 ALBERT PUJOLS STL

2 VLADIMIR GUERRERO ANA

3 CARLOS BELTRAN NYM

4 ALEX RODRIGUEZ NYY

5 MANNY RAMIREZ BOS

6 BARRY BONDS SF

GROUP 5

1 JUAN PIERRE FLA

2 ERIC CHAVEZ OAK

3 COREY PATTERSON CHC

4 CARL CRAWFORD TB

5 RAFAEL FURCAL ATL

6 HIDEKI MATSUI NYY

GROUP 9

1 NOMAR GARCIAPARRA CHC

2 MELVIN MORA BAL

3 JASON BAY PIT

4 EDGAR RENTERIA BOS

5 DERREK LEE CHC

6 CHIPPER JONES ATL

GROUP 13

1 JOSE VIDRO WAS

2 JASON KENDALL OAK

3 MOISES ALOU SF

4 JACQUE JONES MIN

5 JUSTIN MORNEAU MIN

6 SHEA HILLENBRAND TOR

GROUP 2

1 BOBBY ABREU PHI

2 TODD HELTON COL

3 MIGUEL TEJEDA BAL

4 SCOTT ROLEN STL

5 SAMMY SOSA BAL

6 MIGUEL CABRERA FLA

GROUP 6

1 ARAMIS RAMIREZ CHC

2 MAGGLIO ORDONEZ DET

3 VICTOR MARTINEZ CLE

4 MARCUS GILES ATL

5 JIMMY ROLLINS PHI

6 J.D. DREW LA

GROUP 10

1 AUBREY HUFF TB

2 TRAVIS HAFNER CLE

3 TORII HUNTER MIN

4 DEREK JETER NYY

5 MARK LORETTA SD

6 JOSE GUILLEN WAS

GROUP 14

1 MIKE PIAZZA NYM

2 FRANK THOMAS CWS

3 BERNIE WILLIAMS NYY

4 LARRY WALKER STL

5 KEN GRIFFEY JR. CIN

6 JASON GIAMBI NYY

GROUP 3

1 JIM EDMONDS STL

2 ICHIRO SUZUKI SEA

3 GARY SHEFFIELD NYY

4 ALFONSO SORIANO TEX

5 CARLOS DELGADO FLA

6 HANK BLALOCK TEX

GROUP 7

1 GARRET ANDERSON ANA

2 ANDRUW JONES ATL

3 VERNON WELLS TOR

4 MIKE YOUNG TEX

5 JEFF KENT LA

6 JAVY LOPEZ BAL

GROUP 11

1 STEVE FINLEY ANA

2 SHAWN GREEN ARI

3 JORGE POSADA NYY

4 JASON VARITEK BOS

5 BRET BOONE SEA

6 TROY GLAUS ARI

GROUP 15

1 AUSTIN KEARNS CIN

2 FRANK CATALANOTTO TOR

3 CASEY BLAKE CLE

4 JEFF BAGWELL HOU

5 DMITRI YOUNG DET

6 LUIS GONZALEZ ARI

GROUP 4

1 JIM THOME PHI

2 CARLOS LEE MIL

3 ADRIAN BELTRE SEA

4 ADAM DUNN CIN

5 MARK TIEXEIRA TEX

6 DAVID ORTIZ BOS

GROUP 8

1 IVAN RODRIGUEZ DET

2 MIKE LOWELL FLA

3 JOHNNY DAMON BOS

4 BRIAN GILES SD

5 RICHIE SEXSON SEA

6 ORLANDO CABRERA ANA

GROUP 12

1 PAUL KONERKO CWS

2 BRAD WILKERSON WAS

3 SEAN CASEY CIN

4 MIKE SWEENEY KC

5 LANCE BERKMAN HOU

6 COREY KOSKIE TOR

GROUP 16

1 ROCCO BALDELLI TB

2 ALEXIS RIOS TOR

3 KAZUO MATSUI NYM

4 KEVIN MILLAR BOS

5 GEOFF JENKINS MIL

6 SCOTT PODSEDNIK CWS
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s a certain truism 
that goes: tragedy plus 
time equals comedy. 
Sometimes it’s a short 

delay. In other cases – 9/11, for 
instance – the waiting period is 
a tastefully long one. All those 
rules, however, go out the door 
when it comes to the theatre, 
especially if the production is 
a farce.

Following the “tragedy” in 
Guelph playwright Keith Slat-
er’s latest offering, the laughs 
appear almost immediately … 
and keep coming at a feverish 
pace.

Such is the requirement of the 
genre exemplified in Funeral 
Farce.

As the name implies, some-
body dies, and then the comic 
foul-ups occur in record time.

The play marks the season-
ending performance for Elora 
Community Theatre, with 
shows running Apr. 22-30 at 
the Fergus Grand Theatre.

For this debut performance 
of his work, Slater also takes 
the helm, directing 11 actors 
through the brisk pace de-
manded of a farce. Along with 
a body or two (or three), there 
are the usual suspects you’d ex-
pect to find: the lawyer, the ear-
nest preacher and, of course, 
the greedy relatives.

The mayhem begins with the 

What’s so funny about death?
The Elora Community Theatre has the answer in its season-ending performance

passing of an older woman: 
right from the initial funeral 
arrangements through ex-
ecuting the will, what can go 
wrong, does go wrong.

The opening bit involving du-
eling undertakers is based on 
a real incident involving his 
mother’s cousin, Slater noted 
in an interview this week.

“What happened was that 
this elderly woman died, and 
her husband was a notorious 
drunkard, so the daughter de-
cided she would arrange the 
funeral. However, the husband, 
in a moment of lucidity, decid-
ed he would arrange the fu-
neral,” he explained. “So they 
both went and booked separate 
undertakers – on the day of the 
funeral, the two undertakers 
arrived on the front lawn, had 
a great fight, and finally both of 
them stormed off and refused 
to do the funeral.

“Eventually, they had to put 
her on a horse cart to take her 
to the funeral.”

Having recreated the incident 
in question, Slater adds to the 
tale the old woman’s two sisters, 
both of whom must be alive for 
the inheritance to stay in the 
family – “of course, they die.”

What follows is the younger 
generation’s attempts to keep 
secret the two latter deaths, 
making it appear as though 
the two sisters are still alive. 
A suspicious lawyer, a zealous 
preacher and the inebriated 

husband combine to make that 
a difficult task, much to the de-
light of audience funny bones.

“There’s a lot of greed involved 
– people are grasping to keep 
the money. There’s subterfuge 
going on so they don’t lose the 
money,” said the retired Uni-
versity of Guelph professor.

This production marks Slat-
er’s first go-round with a farce; 
he’s written comedies before, 
but nothing this over-the-top.

While he prefers the dramas 
that he’s written, he recognizes 
that audiences consistently opt 
for the comedic touch.

“Dramas are a tough go, that’s 
for sure.”

With Funeral Farce, the play-
wright hits theatregoers right 
where they live.

“It’s a very light and frothy 
type of thing” – a marked con-
trast to his previous produc-
tion for ECT. Two years ago, 
the troupe staged Amnesty, a 
much darker story based on 
events in Cold War Hungary.

Where that was heavy and 
ponderous, Funeral Farce is 
the exact opposite – something 
airy for spring.

Funeral Farce will run for six 
shows – Apr. 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 
(8 p.m.), with a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Apr. 24 – at Theatre on the 
Grand on St. Andrews Street 
in Fergus. Tickets are $13 ($11 
for seniors), available at the 
theatre box office, call (519) 
787-1981.

THE BODY’S MINE Dueling undertakers Paul Bell (left) and Don Antosh have at it 
during rehearsals for the ECT production of Funeral Farce.

Elmira’s Woodside Bible Fellowship hosts a spring musical recital Sun-
day featuring participants in the Music for Young Children program and 
private students of teacher Sandra Poolton. Set for 2 p.m., the perfor-
mance marks its 19th year.

When it comes to world music, South African vocal group Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo is the real deal. A Zulu mbube choir that employs a rhythmic  
a cappella style, the group first gained international prominence from a 1986 
collaboration with Paul Simon. They play the Centre in the Square Apr. 19.

If a cappella’s not your speed, a concert of a completely different type is 
set for the same Tuesday night: Hot Hot Heat, the pride of Victoria, takes 
to the stage at Guelph’s Club Denim. Futureheads will jam beforehand; 
also in support is Louis XIV. Showtime is 8 p.m.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$6.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

SPRING AND SUMMER SPORTS ARE UPON US. KEEP 
TRACK OF YOUR LOCAL ATHLETES IN THE OBSERVER.

SEE
SPORTS 
SECTION

PAGES 12-15

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

C H A S E R P A M E L A S P A
H O P P L E A L I N E S L A C
I T A L I C P A N D A C A L M
R E C A S T U N D E N I A B L E
P L E T H O R A A T O P

T A R E A A R O N U M P
E S S E M I N X S T I R
N E A R M I C A A D I P O S E
C A B I N S Y R U P M O P E S
O M I N O U S C R E W T I R E
R A N G S H I M C A S T
E N E D E C O Y E A C H

P O L O I N B R E E D S
T R A I T O R I S M R E C T A L
S A L T P I N U P A N K A R A
A S S M E N D E L D E E P E N
R H O A R G O S Y E L D E S T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

Elmira Based Furniture 
Company is accepting ap-
plications for a truck driver. 
Must have a valid G license 
and must supply clean driv-
er’s abstract. Some heavy 
lifting is involved. Please fax 
resume to (519)669-8820 or 
call (519)669-3143 for more 
information.

Occasional Sitter Wanted. 
Girls, 8&9, Winterbourne. 
My home preferred. Eve-
nings, weekends, days in 
summer. 664-1263.

Part-Time Sales Position 
available for a highly moti-
vated and fashion conscious 
person. Please fax your re-
sume to: (519)664-1009.

Wanted - AZ Driver, approx. 
25 to 30 hours per week. 
Line hauls to Hamilton area 
hauling steel scrap, no un-
loading $18.00 hour. Good 
judgment and a clean ab-
stract a must. Apply by fax 8 
to 5. Secondary Resources 
(519)393-5390.

Wanted - Full and part 
time labourers for a busy 
scrap metal recycling yard. 
Applicants must be able to 
lift 40 lbs repeatedly and 
be prepared to work in all 
weather conditions. Work 
boots and transportation a 
must. $12.00/hour. Apply 
by fax 8 to 5. Secondary Re-
sources (519)393-5390.

HELP WANTED

Technical Sales - Individu-
al required for local preven-
tative maintenance sales 
to automotive after market. 
Strong automotive technical 
skills required. Email resume 
to: burnsmarketing@on.
aibn.com or fax 725-1902

We require a person to do 
nightly cleaning. Approxi-
mately 1 hour per night. 
Please send resume to: 
Stoltz Sales & Service, P.O. 
Box  235, Elmira, ON.,N3B 
2Z6. Attn: Marlin.

Whitewashers, Painters, 
DZ Drivers, labourers. Will 
train. (519)848-3184.

Work From Home. $500 - 
$2500 per month part-time. 
$3000+ full- time. www.in-
comefromhome.ca

FOR SALE

65HP Diesel Tractor. Duetz 
Fahr with front end loader 
and farm wagon. 749-8715, 
evenings.

Brand New and gently used 
sets of Uncle Arthur’s Bed-
time/Bible Story books. My 
Bible Friends, Hurlbut’s Story 
of the Bible and books by Max 
Lucado, Billy Graham, Joni 
Earckson Tada, and many 
more authors. We can deliver 
to your home if requested. 
Call (519)669-1456.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

Colorado Blue Spruce, 
three to 10 feet. Dig your 
own. $5 per foot. Dig by 
machine $12 per tree extra. 
846-0518.

Natural Gas Unit heaters. 
200 - 250,000 BTU. Ex-
cellent condition. $500 ea. 
465-4492.

One Bridal Gown, 3 sage 
green bridesmaids gowns. 
Never worn or altered. 669-
8458.

Peg Perego Double Stroll-
er. Excellent condition. $300 
o.b.o. Little Tikes art/craft 
table, $10, good condition, 
baby back carrier $5. Other 
kids toys - prices vary. 669-
0909 to view.

Quality Used Clothing, 
household articles, books, 
etc. Weekly 1/2 price sales. 
Support community pro-
grams. WCS Thrift Shop, 
Birdland Plaza Elmira, Tues. 
to Sat. 9 to 5 p.m.  Donations 
welcomed. 669-1129.

Regal Orders. Over 475 
items under $20. 300+ new 
items. Call for a catalogue. 
Place your order and save 
10%. 669-1456.

FOR SALE

Troy-Bilt Roto Tiller, rear 
tine, 8hp 2 speed. Troy Bilt 
shredder, 8 hp, good condi-
tion. 519-893-2030.

UNDER $50 ITEM

5 Ft. Stanley, White, mir-
rored sliding closet doors. 
$190 value, new, unopened. 
$50. (519)648-3386.

Cedar rails and posts. 
$2.50 each. Phone 699-
5229.

Couch, 2 seater , can be-
come bed, very solid. $30. 
699-4019.

Piano, Upright, Evans Bro. 
$50. 846-2720.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Potatoes and Onions. 
White $8 - 75lbs, medium 
or large. Yukon gold $6.50 
- 50 lbs. Onions $8 - 50 lbs. 
No chemical fertilizer. Joel, 
664-3093.

Strawberry and Raspberry 
plants. Order early for best 
selection. Leonard F. Martin, 
(519)669-2181.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Century Old Brick 
f a r mh o us e s ,  s c h o o l s , 
churches, etc. for wreck-
ing and br ick salvage. 
Ross Lumley (519)383-
2024; wrecking people’s 
homes (62 last year) all 
over southwestern Ontario 
since 1969.

We Are Looking for good 
used items to be donated 
to our Fundraiser Garage 
Sale, Apr. 29 & 30, in Wal-
lenstein. All proceeds go 
to Lighthouse Ministries 
Int. Ghana, West Africa. 
If you have any items to 
donate contact Doris at 
669-3254 or email Judy at 
cjdm32002@yahoo.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 Grand Cherokee Lare-
do. 4x4 with only 84,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Caravan Sport, only 
81,500 kms, 1 owner, quad 
seats, power driver seat. 
Voisin Chyrsler, 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, 3.9l, 
50,000 kms, loaded, driver 
side 6 way power seat, bed 
liner & cap. (519)893-2030.

2004 Intrepid E.S, fully 
equipped, company demo, 
only 32,500 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Companion /Caregiver. 
Elderly lady in Welles-
ley on a temporary basis. 
Some nights required. Call 
(519)656-2893.

RENTALS

Elmira - 1 bedroom above 
store downtown. $450 plus 
hydro. 669-5431.

Elmira - One Bedroom. 
close to downtown. Quiet 
building. Laundry/Parking. 
$480.00/month. Available 
now. 669-1024.

Elmira - One bedroom. 
Feb. 1. Downtown, non 
smoker. $495 + only hydro. 
669-5431.

For Rent - 64 Howard Ave., 
Elmira. 2000 sq. ft. industrial 
bay with 16 ft. high ceiling. 12 
foot high door, 600 volt elec-
trical service, gas heat/water. 
Call 669-1461 for details.

House For Rent In Elmira. 
4 bedrooms and two bath-
rooms. Finished rec room 
with fireplace. Central air 
conditioning. Located near 
a park. Non-smoking home, 
no pets. $950 per month. 
Utilities extra. First and last 
month required. Available  
June 1, 2005. If interested, 
call 669-3056.

One Bedroom apartment 
and bachelor apartment for 
rent downtown Elmira. Call 
Joe, 669-9051.

RENTALS

Warehouse Space for rent 
in Elmira at Walco Equip-
ment, 20 Ar thur St . N. 
Blocks of approx. 500 sq ft 
with dock and forklift service 
available. Call 669-4025, 
ask for Jim.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Expe-
rienced, confidential ser-
vice. Computerized returns 
. Net Filing available. Call 
669-1429.

Income Tax - Lydia’s book-
keeping, Personal Tax. Cor-
poration Owner operated 
business for 20 years, E-file, 
Gov’t forms, log books. Call 
662-1857 (New Hamburg).

Lawn Rolling Service. 
Reasonable rates. 669-
3924.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% off. Spe-
cializing in hand stripping, 
refinishing, repairing, church 
interiors and pews, dining 
room sets, rockers, chairs, 
doors,antiques and uphol-
stery.  Highest quality work-
manship. Pick-up/delivery. 
Free estimates. 579-1475.

COMING EVENTS

Artists’ Studio Tour April 
30 - May 1 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Free self-guided tour 
of 21 artists. 16 locations in 
Listowel, Palmerston, Har-
riston and Milverton. Water-
colours, Sculpture, Photog-
raphy. More info (519)291-
2303, (519) 343-2201.

GARAGE SALES

Place your Garage Sale ad 
in Woolwich Observer and 
be seen in the area’s best-
read weekly. 669-5790.

GARAGE SALES

Multi Family Garage and 
Bake Sale. Sat. April 23, 
8:00. 2478 New Jerusalem 
Rd., Elmira. Lots of chil-
dren’s clothes. Something 
for everyone.

GARAGE SALES

Multi Family Garage Sale 
- April 16 & 17, 7:30 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Everything imagin-
able. Hwy. 7 turn north onto 
Shantz Station Road,  to 
1101 Hopewell Creek Road. 
Rain or Shine.

����������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

�����������������������
���������������������������
��������������������
�����������������������������
���������������������
����������������������
�������������������������
�����������
��������������������������������

�����������������������
�������������������������
����



APRIL 16, 2005 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 19    

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

CRANE RENTALS

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

SKATE SHARPENING
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LANDSCAPING
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
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EAST
COAST
ALUMINUM

Siding &
Renovations
Garage Capping,

Eavestrough, Stucco
Please call Mike at
519 465-8037

for your FREE estimate.

RENOVATIONSCARPET CARE

COMPLETE
CARPET
CARE
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669-7607
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ACROSS 
1. Deep and harsh 
sounding
7. Small wooden toy
11. Famed San Anto-
nio mission
16. A farewell
17. Open vessel with 
a handle and spout
18. Garfunkel’s oth-
er half
19. Home of  bee’s 
cousins
21. One Cubic metre 
of  stacked timber
22. Your “seat”
23. Choose instead of
24. Iranian capital
25. Manufacturer 
coverage
30. Light, translucent 
fabric
31. Abbrv. for horizon
34. Infection of  the 
eyelid
35. Fuses together
37. Leng-legged 
South American rab-
bit-sized rodent
39. Earth rumble
40. A pompous fool
41. Space for maneu-
ver at sea
43. Watery division
45. Yearly sum
46. Most irritable
50. A person who 
doesn’t tell the truth
51. Put a body back 
into the earth
52. Product of  human 

creativity
55. Hung
58. Birth name of  
Harry Potter scribe
59. 45 degrees be-
tween first two com-
pass points
61. Electrically 
charged particle
62. Take in solid food
63. At right angles to 
the length of  a ship
64. Acting boorish
67. Bank clerk
68. A bristlelike 
beard on bracts of  
grass
69. Long green edible 
beak-like pods
73. Fictional town in 
King Of  The Hill TV 
show
74. Causing intense 
interest
78. An unbroken pe-
riod of  time in which 
you do something
79. Ladies’ handbag
80. A mistake in 
printed work
81. 90 degree cardinal 
points
82. A book of  the 
New Testament
83. Go further down
DOWN 
1. Laughter
2. Stinky (US spell-
ing)
3. Pretensions
4. Extend a loan pe-

riod
5. Take legal action 
to gain financial com-
pensation
6. Greatly exceeding 
bound of  reason
7. A woman gossip
8. Be in debt
9. In the affirmative
10. A scrap of  food 
left at a meal
11. Declarations 
made as if  no sup-
porting evidence were 
necessary
12. Print-making re-
productions
13. Land of  the free
14. David (New York 
DJ/Musician)
15. The quality of  be-
ing united
20. Moving quickly 
and lightly
26. Astounded
27. Company special-
izes in ATM, point-of-
sale machines
28. Digit on a foot
29. Blather
31. A fastener for a 
door/lid
32. A moulding in 
form of  letter ‘S’
33. Lion’s call
36. Flexible
38. Russian river 
flows into Caspian Sea
42. Bill (of  Ghost-
busters fame)
44. Turner (famed 

singer)
47. Sicilian volcano 
last erupted in 1961
48. Caused to go 
somewhere
49. Deciduous and co-
niferous types
52. Rare blue or black 
mineral
53. Flack (“Killing Me 
Softly” singer)
54. Latticework used 
to support climbing 
plants
56. National Amer-
ican newspaper ___ 
Today
57. Unknown expo-
nential variable
60. Skill
61. US state known 
for potatoes
65. Gallagher broth-
ers band
66. Roger (James 
Bond actor0
70. Strike sharply
71. Relative speed of  
progress
72. Chairman of  
US Federal Reserve 
Board
74. Division of  an 
ocean or large body 
of  salt water partially 
enclosed by land
75. And so forth
76. Usually large 
hard-shelled seed
77. A strong emotion 
or wrath
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SERVICEDIRECTORY

Elmira’s Vac Centre
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VACUUMS
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PAINTING

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

LAWN CARE
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AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

TRAILER SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira
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HOME RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

RESTAURANTS
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HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

112 Bonnie Cres., Elmira or call 669-5551

Reality Bytes

COMPUTERS LAPTOPS
MONITORS and SERVICE
Elmira’s LARGEST selection

of off-lease computers
Come see our showroom at:

COMPUTER REPAIR
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AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

MASONRY
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CONSTRUCTION

TAKE A 
PICTURE
ANY PICTURE.

ANY ISSUE.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

CALL 669-5790
for more information.

REPRINTS

MORESERVICES
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AUTOMOTIVE
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HANDYMAN

20-B ARTHUR STREET NORTH, ELMIRA, ON  N3B 1Z9

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
info@woolwichobserver.com

...is somebody’s treasure.

www.woolwichobserver.com

Get your Observer 
Garage Sale Kit and 
make sure you’re pre-
pared. Plus - don’t miss 
out on our Garage Sale 
Special!

GARAGE 
SALE 
SPECIAL

$935• 2 week 20 word ad
• Garage Sale Kit
• Use of A-Frame*
• Results +gst

* A $20 refundable deposit required ̶ limited supply, 1 per customer
 ** 1 week ad is $8.00 +gst

Your junk...

Elmira’s Community Garage Sale day
Saturday, May 14th

Clean out the attic ̶ then book your ad in the Observer!
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
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April 6
10:53 AM A licence plate from 

a stolen vehicle was found in a 
ditch on Ament Line. The plate 
– with marker APNH 442 – is reg-
istered to a Honda Civic stolen in 
Waterloo last year. At press time, 
the vehicle was still missing.
11:20 AM An Elmira resident 

reported a lost disabled parking 
permit. The permit – with identifi-
cation number 570773 – was lost 
on Arthur Street in Elmira.

April 7
1:57 AM A routine patrol stop 

on Elmira’s Union Street saw a 
man charged with driving under 
a suspended licence. The driver 
was initially stopped because of a 
burned out licence plate light.
2:03 PM A Flamingo Drive, 

Elmira resident, reported an 
abandoned bicycle. The bicycle 
– described as a black and yellow 
children’s mountain bike, Vaga-
bond-brand – is being held at 
the Elmira police station pending 
owner identification.
2:57 PM Employees at the 

Three Bridges Banquet Hall on 
Hawkesville Road, near St. Jacobs, 
reported promotional signs were 
taken. The signs had been posted 
on regional road signs and were 
removed in a “nice” fashion.
3:08 PM Computer, gaming and 

stereo equipment was targeted 
during a residential break-in on 
Flamingo Drive in Elmira. Some-
time between 7:45 a.m. and 3 
p.m. a side door was forced open 
– causing $200 damage. A Play-
Station 2, CD player, CDs, games, 
a laptop computer, a surround-
sound stereo system and a com-
puter hard drive were taken. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.
8:08 PM A parking lot collision 

occurred on Elmira’s Oriole Park-
way. Two vehicles struck as they 
attempted to simultaneously exit 
the lot. Damage was reported as 
minor. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

April 8
8:17 AM A wallet was stolen 

from a vehicle parked in a garage 
on Glasgow Street in Conestogo. 
The wallet – which contained 
cards and cash – was taken 
sometime overnight from inside 
a purse, which was left in the ve-
hicle. There are no suspects.

April 9
8:34 AM A motorcycle driver 

sustained minor injures in a col-
lision with a tractor at the inter-
section of Line 86 and Northfield 
Drive. An area-resident was turn-
ing left from Northfield Drive 
when a motorcycle attempted to 

pass. In the process, the motorcy-
cle struck the tractor’s bucket. The 
motorcycle driver declined medi-
cal attention at the scene. There 
were no charges.
1:15 PM A rash of thefts was 

reported on Ottawa Street in St. 
Clements. Sometime overnight, 
three vehicles were entered and 
several small items were taken, 
including a quantity of cash, keys 
and a tool set. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues. 
Police are asking residents to lock 
their vehicle doors and keep any 
items of value out of sight.
11:10 PM An attempted vehicle 

theft was reported at a residence 
on Floradale Road. The vehicle 
owner discovered a handprint 
on the window and a metal 
coathanger beside the door. Entry 
to the vehicle wasn’t gained. It’s 
believed the attempt was made 
between 9 and 11 p.m. There are 
no suspects.

April 10
1:30 AM Power was out 

for more than eight hours on 
Hawkesville Road after a single 
vehicle collision with two hydro 
poles. The driver was subsequent-
ly charged with ‘impaired driving.’ 
There were no injuries. A Waterloo 
North Hydro crew was called to 
the scene.

2:19 AM No chickens flew the 
coop after a thief left a New Je-
rusalem Road chicken barn door 
open. Thieves forced their way into 
the barn by breaking a doorknob. 
Once inside, the thieves entered a 
storage area and made off with a 
gas-powered leaf blower. On their 
way out, the door was left open, 
but none of the livestock escaped. 
There are no suspects. The investi-
gation continues.
12:19 PM A Ratz Street, Elmira 

resident called police after discov-
ering a transient peering through 
a window and chanting. The man 
– a transient known to the area 
– was spoken to by officers and 
warned of his behavior. No charg-
es were laid.
1:11 PM A sounding alarm at-

tracted police to the Beer Store 

on Elmira’s Wyatt Street. Upon 
arrival, officers found the building 
secure and a bird flying around 
inside. The bird set off the alarm 
after knocking down several beer 
bottles on display. A store employ-
ee was called in to give police ac-
cess and the bird was subsequent-
ly removed without incident.

April 11
5:06 AM Thieves made off with 

$500 in cigarettes after a break-in 
at Vince’s Kwik Mart on Industrial 
Drive in Elmira. Entry was gained 
after the front door was pried 
open. A suspicious vehicle – with 
a man and a woman inside – was 
seen in the area. The investigation 
continues.
9:35 AM An Earl Martin Drive, 

Elmira business reported a lost 
licence plate. It’s not known when 

or where the plate – with marker 
159 4JT – went missing.
10:53 AM A man visiting from 

Norway reported losing his pass-
port at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market. The passport was lost 
sometime on Apr. 9.
11:10 AM A hit-and-run to a ve-

hicle parked on Golf Course Road 
in Conestogo was reported. The 
vehicle was struck sometime be-
tween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Apr. 
9. The investigation continues.
12:37 PM A pair of sunglass-

es were stolen from a vehicle 
parked in a garage on Rosewood 
Place in St. Clements. Sometime 
between 10 p.m. Apr. 8 and 9:30 
a.m. Apr. 9, the garage and vehi-
cle were entered. The sunglasses 
are valued at $300. There are no 
suspects.

HITTING ALL THE RIGHT NOTES

HILARY LONG
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STRINGING ‘EM ALONG  Above: Members 
of the Grade 11 String Orchestra performed 
at a Spring Music Concert at EDSS Apr. 
12. They were just one of four groups that 
serenaded about 150 audience members 
throughout the night. Each group will go 
on to perform at the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Music Festival Apr. 27 and 28. Left: Mike 
Lenz entertained the audience with a solo 
cello performance, just one of the many 
instruments the accomplished artist played 
that evening. He was one of four solo acts.
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When life hands you a lemon Idol winner won’t be idle Warm fuzzies for volunteers
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two years after 
opening its doors 
to injured and 

abused horses, a local 
rescue and rehabilita-
tion centre is letting the 
public through those 

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In what officials are calling 
a bizarre series of coinci-
dences, almost 700 homes 
in Woolwich and Wellesley 

townships were periodically 
left without power last week-
end. 

About half a dozen separate 
incidents were reported Apr. 9 
and 10 that caused headaches 

The power of coincidence
Series of bizarre events result in power outages for 700 homes

for Waterloo North Hydro and 
its customers. 

“We had several pretty 
strange things that happened 
over the weekend that affected 
a lot of customers,” said util-
ity spokesman John Janzen. 
“None of them were related.”

An estimated 575 customers 
from Wellesley Village and 
western sections of the town-
ship were without power for 
two hours Sunday morning 

(Apr. 10). According to Kitchen-
er-Wilmot Hydro, at about 8:30 
a.m. a tree fell on some power 
lines on Nafziger Road, knock-
ing out power both to Wellesley 
and an undetermined number 
of customers in Wilmot. Power 
was restored just after 10 a.m. 

Earlier that morning, at 
around 1:30 a.m., a vehicle was 
westbound on Hawkesville 
Road just west of Northside 
Drive in St. Jacobs when it 

veered off the road and struck 
two hydro poles. 

Power went out to approx. 
111 customers along Hawkes-
ville Road, and was not re-
stored until 9:30 a.m. when 
Waterloo North Hydro crews 
completed their repairs. The 
driver was not injured, but 
was charged with impaired 
driving. 

In Waterloo, several other 
unrelated problems created 

even more headaches for hydro 
crews. 

“Over in the Laurelwood area, 
we had a breaker that failed … 
at a transformer station, we 
had several fuses that went and 
we lost two transformers in 
that same area,” said Janzen. 
“It was a little bit odd. Some-
times when it rains, it pours I 
guess.”

He noted that in total, about 
2,800 customers were affected.

Horse rescue opens its doors
Fundraiser aimed at finding animals a new home, support those still in need

same doors. Elsa Harper, 
who runs Second Chance 
Farm Horse Rescue and 
Rehabilitation, is hoping 
to attract some financial 
support and interested 
animal adopters by host-
ing the first annual Meet 
and Greet Horsey and 
Pony Day.

On May 7, the farm (1693 
Durst Road, near St. Ja-
cobs) will house a series 
of natural horsemanship 
demonstrations, an ani-
mal communicator and a 
bone therapist, as well as 
several children’s activi-
ties. Also on hand will be 
about 25 horses and po-

nies looking for a good 
home.

“People have been bug-
ging me to do things, to 
open my doors up. And 
it’s the time of year 
that horses need to find 
homes – this is a good 
opportunity for these 

HILARY LONG

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the snow melted and sun shining, area 
residents are looking down the barrel of 
a warm, dry spring and start to summer, 
predicts Environment Canada weather 

guru Dave Phillips. The recent warmer-than-normal 
temperatures that have settled in will continue, but 
it’s still too early to tackle outside gardens, he says.

“Temperatures are about two-and-a-half to three 
degrees warmer than normal. And all the prospects 
look like it’s going to stay that way,” he said, noting 
the forecast into the week is for continued warm tem-
peratures and no precipitation.

“Even the May, June, July period is showing normal 
to warmer-than-normal and drier than normal [condi-
tions].”

Traditionally, mid-April brings highs of 10 degrees 
Celsius and lows around zero. However, temperatures 
so far have been somewhat higher. The hottest day 
to date in 2005 was last Sunday, when temperatures 
reached into the high teens.

“I think farmers would be happy because things are 
drying out. Clearly, a lot of fieldwork is being done 
now, or being planned. We just haven’t had the April 
showers,” Phillips said. “I’d imagine people are begin-
ning to think ‘gosh, we need some April showers.’

“In rural Ontario, farmers, I would think, would 
be fairly gleeful. There have been Aprils in the past 
where it’s been so wet – from snowmelt and from rains 
– that you couldn’t get the machinery on the land. 

Wintry weather 
‘unlikely’ to 

return to area
April has been warmer than 

normal, but we still need 
showers, says weather guru

▼ See REHAB page 24 ▼ See SPRING page 24 

Next week is National Volunteer Week and as part of those festivities, 
Woolwich Community Services will host a ‘Special People are Appreciat-
ed’ evening Apr. 18. Recognizing the group’s many volunteers, the event 
kicks off at 6:45 p.m. and runs until 9 p.m.  For info., call 669-5139. 

Nicole Henderson was picked to be the Elmira Idol in a singing competi-
tion held at EDSS Apr. 13. The local girl placed first among five competi-
tors; the next step will be a trip to the Centre in the Square Apr. 25 for the 
Waterloo Idol event. 

Consumer advocate Phil Edmonston will put the squeeze on some lem-
ons at a free lecture Apr. 20 at the main branch of the Kitchener Public 
Library. Author of the popular Lemon-Aid series of vehicle guides, Ed-
monston appears at 7 p.m. Call 743-0271.

FUNDING A RESCUE  Second Chance Farm Horse Rescue and Rehabilitation operator Elsa Harper is hosting the first annual Meet and 
Greet Horsey and Pony Day.
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A futuristic tool arrives on the hog farm
Canada’s pork industry leads the way in DNA typing for the Japanese market
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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Barrister & Solicitor
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CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 
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C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING SPECIALISTS
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Leading Canadian 
agri-food business-
man Michael Mc-

Cain took a $5-million 
chance in 2002, betting 
the lucrative Japanese 
market for Canadian 
pork would come to his 
door if his company, Ma-
ple Leaf Foods Inc., could 
offer guaranteed proof 
of origin. Now, he’ll test 
his theory later this year 
with the world’s first 
large-scale, DNA-trace-
able pork.

DNA traceability is one 
of the latest technologies 
to enter the agri-food 
sector. Pork producers 
everywhere – particular-
ly in major pork export-
ing countries such as 
Denmark, the U.S. and 
Canada – are extremely 
interested in making 
greater inroads into the 
Japanese market. The 
country is a major pork 
importer, buying up to 
40 per cent of all our 

pork exports, mainly in 
the form of fresh, chilled 
meat. Technology has 
found a way to keep this 
product wholesome dur-
ing its 21-day voyage 
across the ocean in re-
frigerated containers. 
And now made-in-Cana-
da technology is finding 
ways to identify pork 
right down to the farm.

Dr. John Webb, director 
of genetics and science 
for Maple Leaf Foods 
Inc., told those gathered 
for the Ontario Institute 
of Agrologists annual 
meeting in Hamilton last 
week that DNA trace-
ability creates a “point of 
difference” for Canadian 
pork. Japan, like all ma-
jor importing nations, 
is on high alert when it 
comes to traceability, 
going back to the 1990s 
when mad-cow disease 
hit Britain, another big 
pork exporting country.

Publicity wise, Canada 

hasn’t been well-served 
abroad by the mad-cow 
disaster here, despite the 
disease’s isolated, neg-
ligible appearance. We 
need an edge, something 
that makes us more re-
sponsible, more high-
tech, more aware of each 
step along our produc-
tion chain.

That’s where DNA 
traceability comes in. 
Webb says the initiative, 
which involves IBM, the 
Canadian Meat Council 
and two other technology 
development companies, 
puts Canada out in front 
with a tool he predicts 
will become the industry 
standard.

It may seem like an odd 
time to come forward 
with such a develop-

ment, when the industry 
as a whole is struggling. 
But farming has always  
been a strong proponent 
of research, and its pro-
gressive, determined na-
ture continues to spark 
advances. Even when 
the farm economy sags, 
people still must eat, 
and farmers continue 
producing animals and 
crops. Research helps 
makes their animals and 
crops perform better, 
and leads to tools that 
make the sector more 
competitive.

To that end, Maple Leaf 
has partnered with 23 
farmers near Lethbridge, 
Alberta, who have con-
tracts to deliver pigs to 
the company’s process-
ing plant there. These 

farmers own about 26,000 
sows. Each of the sows 
has been DNA-typed 
via a blood sample, and 
their DNA records are 
in a database. If point-
of-origin questions arise 
from Maple Leaf clients, 
pork from the offspring 
of these DNA-typed sows 
can be traced right back 
to the farm where they 
were born. 

Like any new or ad-
ditional feature on a 
product from any indus-
try, there’s always the 
question of who pays. 
Ultimately, whatever 
consuming public wants 
such measures will bear 
the cost; in this case, it’s 
the Japanese. 

Webb says DNA trace-
ability is initially cost-
ing about $35 per sow, 
but predicts it will fall 
to about $15 per animal 
when it’s popularized. 
Farmers who engage in 
DNA typing will be paid 

a premium, because the 
company can sell it for 
a higher price, based on 
guaranteed traceability. 

Webb suggests the cost 
will be merged into the 
price of the meat, “like 
air bags on a car. They’re 
just part of the price.”

Maple Leaf’s Michael 
McCain was in Guelph 
last week for the finale 
of Project SOY and the 
Guelph Creative Recy-
cling Initiative at the 
University of Guelph. 
Both programs are stu-
dent-based marketing 
and product development 
contests his company 
helps support. 

As a businessman, 
there’s no question he’s 
interested in the bottom 
line. But as shown by 
his investment in DNA 
traceability and student 
research, there’s no 
question he supports in-
novation and discovery, 
as well. 
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DUB-L-E 
AUTO SERV ICE
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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Decorating
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guys,” Harper told the 
Observer. “It’s just a fun 
day.”

A yard sale will also be 
held during the event.

While the organiza-
tion has held a couple of 
small fundraisers in the 
past – a car wash and an 
open house – most of the 
money spent on purchas-
ing the horses and caring 

They’d be bogged down 
in the mud.”

While it’s too early to 
bury snow shovels deep 
in the closet – just in case 
– it’s unlikely snow will 
return to the area at this 
point, he said.

“Every day now means 
it’s a lot more difficult for 
winter to return. … The 
water has warmed up, 
the ground has warmed 
up, there’s no snow cover 
anymore, so any kind of 
cool air that comes our 
way would be somewhat 
moderated. 

“I wouldn’t suggest 
people go out and buy 
their plants,” Phillips  
cautioned, suggesting the 
frost hasn’t finished for 
the season.

According to data col-
lected at the Region of 

for them has come from 
Harper and her husband.

All of the horses – there 
are 42 of them at the farm 
– were purchased at the 
Kitchener auction and 
would otherwise have 
been sold for meat, she 
suggested. Largely former 
farm horses, the animals 
arrive at the rescue with a 
range of physical injuries 
and mental abuses.

Often times, Harper ex-
plained, the horses are 
afraid of human contact 
when they arrive. But 
over time their injuries 
and emotional scars heal 
and they’re ready for 
adoption.

“I investigate the fami-
lies that are interested; 
I have to see where the 
horse is going to live, they 
have to spend time with 

the horse … and get to 
know them,” she said, add-
ing there is an adoption fee 
applied, which also helps 
support her efforts.

Eager to find good homes 
for her charges, Harper 
admits not all of them are 
up for adoption:  “a lot of 
them we’ve grown quite 
attached to and they’ve 
become permanent resi-
dents.”

Continued from page 22

date. The latest snowfall 
on record occurred on 
May 12, 1984 – that day 
six centimetres covered 
the ground.

“Things are clearly 
ahead of schedule. In the 
last part of March, the 
conditions changed quite 
dramatically … and that 
has continued on,” he 
said, noting the obvious 
exceptions of Apr. 2 and 
3, when chill and snow 
returned.

That weekend – which 
featured the Elmira Ma-
ple Syrup Festival – saw 
1.5 cm of mixed snow 
and rain, Environment 
Canada data shows. 
However, festivalgoers 
would likely say that’s a 
little low.

Since then, there’s been 
no precipitation in the 
area.

Rehab organization seeks homes for horses

Waterloo International 
Airport in Breslau, 
snow has only fallen af-
ter Apr. 10 on years that 

showed “very cool” tem-
peratures. Of the last 32 
years, 11 have experi-
enced snowfall after that 

Continued from page 22

Spring has sprung, but don’t ditch the shovel

RICHARD VIVIAN

A SURE SIGN OF SPRING Regional public works crews, including 
Scott King (above), spent the week removing snow fences from area 
roads.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Whether by bike, 
trike, skates or 
on foot, local res-

idents are getting set to 
hit the pavement to raise 
funds for cancer research 

Fundraiser particpants to take it in a stride
More than 200 expected for next weekend’s cancer-research fundraiser

as part of the 27th annual 
Great Ride ‘n’ Stride. 

When the event kicks 
off at Elmira District Sec-
ondary School on Apr. 24, 
an estimated 200 people 
from the Elmira area 
will take to the streets 
with the goal of raising 

more than $26,000.
Participation in Elmira 

has exploded this year 
– in 2004 there were only 
30 people – thanks in part 
to Woodside Bible Fel-
lowship and EDSS, both 
of whom are coming out 
big-time for the Ride ‘n’ 

Stride.
“It’s a community event 

… the students have 
taken it on as a special 
fundraising thing for 
the month of April,” said 
Dave Conlon, activities 
director at EDSS. “Each 
homeroom is being chal-

lenged to put one person 
into the walk or ride.” 

Hitting that target 
would guarantee a mini-
mum of 45 participants 
from EDSS; each class 
raised money by sponsor-
ing its participant.

Students have an extra 

incentive this time out: in 
January, Julie and Keith 
Spielmacher – parents of 
EDSS teacher Melanie 
Austin – were diagnosed 
with cancer. 

“The kids are using her 
(Austin) as a focal point 

▼ See WALK page 27



APRIL 16, 2005 • TOWN & COUNTRY • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 25    

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP

���������� ��������� ������ �����
�����������������������������������
������������������������������������
��� ��������� �������� ��������� �����
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������

�������� �� ���������� �����
���������� ������ �������� ���� �����
��������������������������������
��������������������������������
������������������������������ ���
���������������������������������
�������������������������

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
���������������������������

���������� ��������� ������ �� ����
����� ������ ����� ��� ����������� ���
���������������������������������������
����������� ������������ ������ �����
������� ����� ��� ��������� ����������
����������������������������������

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
����������������������������������

���������� ���� ����� ������
������ ���������� ����� ��������� ��
���������� �� �������������� ����
�����������������������������������
������������������

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
�����������������������������

����������������

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
���������������������������

�

���������������������������������������
������������������

�������������������������

���������� ������������������������
����������������������

������������������
���������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

����������������
������

�������������
����������

�����������
����������

������������������
������������������ ��������������������
�������������������������������������������
������� ���������� ����������������� ����
���������� ������������� �������� ������� ����
��������� ��������� �������� ��� ���� �����
�����������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������� �� ���������� ������� �������� ����
�����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
����������������������� �������������
����������������������������

������������������������
����������������������������

���������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������

��������������������������
�������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
������������������� ��� ���������� ����������
������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������

����

REAL
ESTATE
THE ONLY WEEKLY LISTING YOU NEED

�����������
��������������������

�������������������������

��������

Semi-detached backsplit features finished family 
room complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $201,900. 
Other semi-detached models starting at $194,900. 
Single family homes starting at $219,900. Model 
homes open at 87 Kingfisher Dr. in Birdland and 109 
Porchlight Dr. in Westfield Acres.

OPEN HOUSES SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30
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Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377
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• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST
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MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    
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• Custom 
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• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira
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Getting answers from a barometer by giving it away
Q.  Truth is, you’re an in-
credibly sensitive person. 
Just how sensitive?  We’re 
talking the five senses kind 
of sensitive - not the flow-
ers for your wife kind...

A.  As a typical healthy 
perceiver, you are able 
to...

• Smell a lone drop 
of perfume diffused 
through a three-room 
apartment (from Charles 
G. Morris’ Psychology:  
An Introduction and oth-
er sources)

• Identify something 
as salty or sweet within 
.1 second of it touching 
your tongue

• Gauge a sound’s direc-
tion based on .00003 sec-
ond difference in arrival 
time from ear to ear

• Feel the weight of a 
bee’s wing falling on 
your cheek from the 
height of .4 inch

• On a clear, dark night, 
see a small candle flame 
from 30 miles away

• Taste .04 ounce of ta-
ble salt dissolved in 530 
quarts of water (employ-
ing a fraction of your 
10,000 taste buds)

• Feel a nerve fire when 
a downy skin hair vi-
brates .00004 inch

• In balmy youth hear 
frequencies from 16 to 
20,000 cycles per second 
(with middle C at 256), 
a range of more than 10 
octaves.

Q.  Playing the lottery, what 
can you do to avoid having 
to split the jackpot with 
other winners in the highly 
unlikely event that you pick 
lucky?

A.  Picks like 1-2-3-4-5-
6 or 7-14-21-28-35-42 are 
foolishly popular, so 
stay away from these, 

says Henk Tijms in Un-
derstanding Probability:  
Chance Rules in Every-
day Life. Also avoid birth 
dates, lucky numbers, 
arithmetical sequences, 
etc.

A study of Powerball 
Lottery “hand” picks 
showed that the num-
bers 1-12 turned up dis-
proportionately — since 
these can refer to both 
days of the month and 
months of the year — and 
that the largest numbers 
of co-winners occurred 
when most of the win-
ning numbers were in 
these lower ranges.

On January 14, 1995, 
the UK National Lot-

tery (picking 6 of 49) 
had a record 133 win-
ners sharing a jack-
pot of about 16 million 
pounds. Some 70 million 
tickets had been filled 
in, most by hand.  Had 
the tickets been filled in 
randomly, the probabil-
ity of 133 or more win-
ners would have been on 
the order of 1 in 10^136, 
inconceivably remote.  
The winning numbers 
were 7-17-23-32-38-42, the 
“lucky” 7 and 17, and 32 
and 42, both winners in 
the drawing two weeks 
earlier.  

Sure, 16 million pounds 
divided up 130 ways is 
still sizable but it’s hard-

ly a fortune, and since 
unpopular numbers are 
just as likely to win...

Q. A science teacher asked 
the class how a barometer 
could be used to determine 
the height of a tall building.  
They came up with plenty of 
creative ways, but not the 
“right” way. Can you guess 
what kinds of solutions the 
students suggested?

A.  Wacky way #1:  
Drop the barometer off 
the roof and time its fall 
to the street.  Distance 
down = 16 feet x the num-
ber of seconds squared.  
Ex: 5-second drop = 400 
feet.

#2:  Lower the barom-
eter on a long rope, then 
measure the rope.

#3:  On a sunny day, 
compare shadow pro-
portions.  Ex: If the 
barometer’s shadow is 

5 times the barometer’s 
length, then the build-
ing is 5 times as tall as 
its shadow is long.

#4:  Count off barom-
eter lengths to the roof 
as you climb the stairs, 
then multiply by the ba-
rometer’s length.

#5:  Knock on the build-
ing superintendent’s 
door and say, “Hey, Mr. 
Superintendent, I’ve got 
this really cool barom-
eter and I’ll give it to 
you if you can tell me 
the height of this build-
ing...”

NONE OF THE ABOVE 
gets close to the text-
book way of measuring 
building height, using 
the drop in barometric 
pressure from the street 
to the roof, and convert-
ing:  e.g., a 2%-pressure-
drop indicates a 540-foot 
skyscraper.
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.
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BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

669-2884
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S.E.V.E.C. Exchange – Are you between 11 and 15 
years of age? Do you want to participate in a summer 
exchange program? S.E.V.E.C., is now accepting 
applications for this Summer Exchange 2005. If you 
would like more information, talk with the French 
teacher at your school or contact Deni Cavahagh at 
(519)578-3750 (day) and (519)662-3895 (evenings). 

April 17
Music Ministry Concert presented by the Praise 
teams of Calvary United. 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs. The 
new CD, Rooted in Scripture – Growing in Faith, will 
be released. Free-will offering. Refreshments follow 
the evening concert. Wheelchair accessible. 
Woolwich Trails Group Hike 2 p.m. seven-km/
two-hour hike on the Elmira Lions Trial (Woolwich 
Reservoir), near Floradale. Meet at the Floradale 
park ball diamond behind the Mennonite Church on 
Florapine Rd. near Floradale Rd. (#19). Trail rating: 
easy, well maintained trail; includes gravel, earthen 
and grassed sections. 
The Salvation Army Ontario Central Reservist 50-
piece band from Toronto, 7 pm. Waterloo North 
Presbyterian Church. 685  Highpoint Ave. at Northfield, 
Waterloo. Everyone welcome, free-will offering. 

April 18
Pesticide-Free Lawn Care and Lawn Alternatives. 
7-8:30 p.m. and Wed. Apr. 20, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone welcome. No cost, no registration. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre. 
Better Bones Evening Class Mondays 5:45 – 6:45 
p.m. Register now for the session Apr. 18 – June 27. 
Cost $27.50. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794.

April 19
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. – 1:15 
p.m. Meatloaf and creamed potatoes, salad, roll, 
dessert, coffee/tea $8 per person. Soup and roll to 
go $2. Takeouts available, everyone welcome. 

April 20 
“Parkinson’s disease – Information and Personal 
Story” Herb & Judith Horsey of Kitchener – guest 
speakers. Everyone welcome at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira. Join us for dessert and 
beverages at 6:30 p.m., speakers at 7:15 p.m. 

April 21 
Graduation Piano Recital – Rebecca Kruisselbrink, 
8 p.m. Wilfrid Laurier University – Marureen 
Forrester Recital Hall. Free admission. Information 
(519)934-2608.
Women’s Network Breakfast 7:30 a.m., at The 
Crossroads. Guest speaker: Dianna Weltz from 
Elmira Photo Lab will take us into the world of 
custom framing. Cost $6. Everyone welcome. Please 
call 669-8133 by Apr. 19. 
Ladies Spring Tea Wallenstein Bible Chapel, 4522 
Herrgott Road, Wallenstein. 7:30 p.m. “The God Of 
New Beginnings.” Free admission.

April 22 
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. for parents 
and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Kids and Gardens 
– suggestions for summer activities with our 
children. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-
3794. 
Diabetes Self-Care Group Four consecutive Fridays 
beginning Apr. 22 from 2-4:30 p.m. Education 
program for all adults with diabetes.  No cost. Call 
664-3794 to register. 

April 23 
Giant Silent Auction – New Hamburg Arena, 11 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. Over 700 new & collectible items. Featuring 
2 – 2005 pickup trucks, 3 – 2005 cars, 1 – 2005 
SUV, 1 Argo ATV and 1 water bike. Bake table, lunch 
counter. Sponsored by the Lions Club and Interfaith 
Community Counselling Centre. All proceeds to 
Interfaith Community Counselling Centre, for 
information call ICCC (519)662-3092 or Rev. Ruth 
Martin (519)662-4873. 
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Thank you to everyone 
for your expressions of 
sympathy and support 
during this most diffi-
cult time.

Johanna Welkisch 
and Family

CARDS OF THANKS
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a victory “feet” 
indeed as members 
of the Elmira Karate 

Dojo took home seven 
top-three finishes in the 
20th annual Canada Goju 
Championships in Elora 
Apr. 10. 

The Elmira group sent 
14 members to the event, 
which featured 240 com-
petitors from all across 
the country. 

“It’s the biggest tourna-
ment in our association 
… [they] invite all Goju 
practitioners from across 
Canada to come and par-
ticipate,” said Elmira’s 
Barbara Lamble. “Tra-
ditionally, we do very 
well.”

Competitors took part in  
kumite (sparring), kata 
(stylized battles) and ko-
budo (weapons training). 

Orange belt Samuel 
Klooster was one of those 
participants and took 
home second place in the 
kumite and third place in 
the kata.  

“I really like doing prac-

Elmira karate kids kick it up a notch in Elora
Elmira dojo captures fistful of medals at karate championships

tice tournaments and do-
ing the kata,” he said. “I 
like it when you get to do 
all the moves and spar-
ring and stuff … and I 
like to use the bo staff.”

Lamble was pleased 
with the performance of 
her fellow dojo members 
as well. 

“Usually they’re walk-
ing about six inches 

above the ground when 
they get a trophy. It’s re-
ally good for their spirit,” 
said Lamble, adding that 
she was pleased with 
some of the club’s young-

a pretty good time,” she 
said. “They both left with 
smiles on their faces.”

But it wasn’t just her 
teammates’ results that 
were a surprise: her own 
performance marked a 
personal achievement. 
She won first place in 
sparring against a long-
time friend and competi-
tor from Toronto. 

“I was kind of surprised. 
My friend [Kasi Morgan] 
who is a higher rank was 
sparring with me and she 
is a very good. Back when 
we were brown belts … 
she used to always beat 
me,” said Lamble, noting 
that things were differ-
ent this time. “It was nice 
to be on the other side 
this time …we’re friends 
so it’s always good to be 
challenged. But it was a 
surprise to me. I didn’t 
place last year, so it was 
a real improvement for 
me.”

Other first place win-
ners were Mackenzie 
Thao-Pick for first in or-
ange belt kata, and Ben 
Surey for first in green 
belt kumite.

er members, including 
Staci Hanley and her 
brother, Taylor. 

“She did really well 
… [they] competed to-
gether. I think they had 

FAMILYALBUMWEDDING

Bill and Linda Palmer and 
Malcolm and Margo Jones 
are thrilled to announce the 
marriage of their children 
Kim Palmer and Brent Jones 
on January 15th, 2005. Love 
and best wishes from your 
family and friends.

in support of her, and 
the staff are as well. [We] 
recognize that there are 
other people in the com-
munity who are suffer-
ing from cancer, but this 
seems to be a focal point 
for the kids.”

Woodside is hoping to 
bring 100 participants out 
for the event as part of its 
“40 days of community” 
campaign, said organizer 
Heather Corner. 

Now in its 27th year, the 
annual fundraising walk 
has raised more than 
$1.5 million for cancer 
research in Waterloo Re-
gion. This year the goal is 
to raise $165,000. 

Jennifer Lawrie, unit 
manager for the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo branch of 
the Cancer Society, said 
the event has a colourful 
history.

“When it first started, it 
was called the ladies bike 
ride, and was for women 
only. Eventually men 
started to want to be in 
it, so they would dress up 
like ladies to get into it,” 

said Lawrie with a laugh. 
“Over the years, it evolved 
into an ‘anybody-can-go-
in-it event.”

Held province-wide, the 
event raised $670,000 in 
2004. 

“It’s an amazing event. 
We have people that come 
out and they bring $10 
and we have people who 

raise $10,000,” said Law-
rie. “Whatever people can 
come and pledge is won-
derful.”

Locally, there will be two 
routes, five or 20 kilome-
tres. Pledge forms for the 
event are available at TD 
Canada Trust and Swiss 
Chalet in Waterloo, or by 
visiting www.cancer.ca. 

CARD OF THANKS BIRTHDAY SOC HOP

Friends and Family of the 
Cool Daddy-O 
Paul Cooper 

are invited to attend a Surprise 
50’s & 60’s Soc Hop in honour 

of Paul’s 60th Birthday!

It will be held on 
Friday, April 22, 2005 

at 7:30pm  at the Elmira
 Legion - 11 First St., Elmira

DEATH NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

A special thanks to Carol 
and Larry Knarr for being 
a driving force behind the 
collection of funds for the 
“Weekend to End Breast 
Cancer” walk this Septem-
ber which I have dedicated 
to Keith and Julie Speilm-
acher and my Dad. With 
everyone’s help almost 
$2,000 has been donated 
so far for the Speilmach-
ers. My father, Hugh Ren-
nie died a year ago from 
cancer and I realized how 
important your family and 
friends can be at a time in 
need. So again, Thank you 
Elmira.

Lynn Dodds

Walk and roll to fight cancer
Continued from page 24

KARATE’S BEST  Winners from the Elmira Karate Dojo. From back left: 
Barbara Lamble (1st kumite, black-belt first degree), Samuel Klooster 
(2nd kumite, 3rd in kata, orange belt), Ben Surey (1st in kumite, 2nd in 
kata, green stripe belt) and Staci Hanley (1st in kumite, yellow belt).

KICKIN’ CREW From top left: Barbara Lamble, Staci Hanley, Steven 
Hummel, Mike Robertson, Stuart Pick, Samuel Klooster, Jacob Roslyn, 
Ben Surey, Mackenzie Thao-Pick and Taylor Hanley. 

BRIDGE, Milton R.
Of Harriston, at Palmerston and District 
Hospital, on Thursday, April 7, 2005, in his 
84th year.

GIES, Maynard
On Sunday, April 10, 2005 at his resi-
dence in Elmira. Maynard Gies in his 81st 
year, formerly of Conestogo.

HAMMER, Gordon J.
Peacefully, on Wednesday, April 13, 2005, 
at Heritage house in St. Jacobs, Gordon 

John Hammer, formerly of Wellesley. Gor-
don was born 92 years ago.

KUEPFER, David
Of RR5 Kincardine, at Grey Bruce Health 
Services, Owen Sound, on Saturday, April 
9, 2005, at the age of ten.

Local relatives are brother Ezra and his 
wife Catherine Kuepfer of Linwood, 
brother Allan and his wife Janette Kuepfer 
of Linwood and sister Sarah and her hus-
band Kevin Kuepfer of RR1, Milverton.

STEINER, Winifred Gertrude (Wini)
Passed away peacefully on Friday April 8, 
2005 at her residence, Twin Oaks of Mary-
hill. Winifred was born 87 years ago.

STINSON, , Eugene “Gene”
ON Thursday, April 7, 2005, at his resi-
dence, “Gene” Stinson, in his 65th year 
of Elmira.

WELKISCH, Heinz
Peacefully, on Wednesday, March 30, 
2005 at St. Mary’s Hospital. Heinz Wel-
kisch in his 78th year, of Elmira.

HILARY LONG



INTRODUCING THE CANADIAN EDITION DODGE CARAVAN.

2005 DODGE CARAVAN SPECIAL CANADIAN EDITION 

2005 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN NHTSA 5 STAR Side impact crash test rating ‡

0% PURCHASE FINANCING º

FOR 60 MONTHS

ADDED FEATURES INCLUDE: • Power rear quarter vents • Door trim with map pocket 
• Body-colour liftgate bar • One-touch down power driver window • Unique “Reflex’’ wheel covers 

• Deluxe insulation • Tachometer • Body-colour door handles • Special Edition badging

AN $880 VALUE ∞

• 3.3L 180hp V6 engine 
• Air conditioning • Speed control 
• Colour keyed fascias 
• Power windows, locks and mirrors 
• 7 Passenger seating 
• AM/FM/CD stereo • Multistage driver

& front passenger air bags 
• Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 
• City: 12.2L/100 km (23 mpg)∆

• Hwy: 8.2L/100 km (34 mpg) ∆

$19,998 *
PURCHASE FOR

PER MONTH FOR 
48 MONTHS WITH 

$4,995 DOWN PAYMENT 
OR EQUIVALENT TRADE

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$199 †
OR LEASE FOR

2005 DODGE CARAVAN

• Stow ’n Go™ seating - the only minivan with available two rows of seats that fold flat into the floor 
• 3.3L 180hp V6 engine • Air conditioning • Power windows, locks and mirrors • AM/FM/CD stereo 
• Colour keyed fascias • Multistage driver & front passenger air bags • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 
• Cruise control • 7 Passenger seating • Anti-lock braking system 
• 6" Extended wheelbase with additional cargo capacity (23.3 cu. ft.)

V IS I T  YOUR  NE IGHBOURHOOD  C H RYSL ER , JE EP ® , D O D G E  R ETA I LER  OR  DODGE .CA   
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, °, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of most new in-stock 2005 Dodge Caravan and Grand Caravan
models equipped as described. Prices and total obligations listed exclude freight ($1,200), licence, insurance, applicable taxes, registration, retailer charges and $50 PPSA. Offers are subject to change without notice. Retailer
order/trade may be necessary. Financing and leasing are subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * Cash purchase price applies only to 2005 Dodge Caravan (28S) and 
cannot be combined with purchase financing. † Leases are based on 48 month terms for the following vehicle/annual interest rate/total lease obligation: Dodge Caravan (28S)/0%/$14,547. First month's payment, freight
and $50 PPSA are due at lease inception. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ∞ Based on Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price of features. ° 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on

new, in-stock 2005 Dodge Caravan and Grand Caravan models. Example: $30,000 financed @ 0% for 60 months, monthly payment is $500, cost of borrowing is $0 and the total
obligation is $30,000. If customers choose 0% financing, they forego additional incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate factoring in these incentives could
be up to 11%. ** Finance cash offer ($1,000 for SXT package, $2,000 for 28C and 28G packages) applies to 2005 Dodge Caravan and Grand Caravan purchase financing offer
(excluding 28J and 28S packages) and cannot be used in combination with cash purchases. $1,000/$2,000 will be deducted from the negotiated price of the financed vehicle after
taxes. Taxes are payable on the full negotiated price. ™Sentry Key and Stow 'n Go are trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. ‡ Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2005 model year Dodge Grand Caravan. ∆ Based on 2005 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada.

0%OR CHOOSE
PURCHASE FINANCING º

FOR 60 MONTHS $2,000PLUS
UP TO

FINANCE
CASH **

ON VIRTUALLY ALL 2005 DODGE CARAVANS AND GRAND CARAVANS
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