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A TANGLED MESS Nineteen-year-old Todd Estabrooks was pronounced dead at the scene Tuesday night following a two-vehicle 
collision at the intersection of Victoria Street and Ebycrest Road, near Breslau. The University of Guelph student was a passenger 
in a Ford Ranger pickup truck that swerved to miss a turning car, careening off of it and striking a light pole.
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Woolwich declares war...

▼ See FATALITY page 2

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A 19-year-old Univer-
sity of Guelph student 
was killed Tuesday 
evening (Nov.23) near 

Breslau when the vehicle he 
was riding in careened off an-
other car and collided with a 
light pole. 

Todd Estabrooks of London 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene. Regional police and 
fi refi ghters from Maryhill and 
Kitchener arrived at the inter-
section of Ebycrest Road and 

U of G student was passenger in 
southbound vehicle that struck light pole

Victoria Street to fi nd the vehi-
cle he was riding in completely 
demolished.

Just after 5 p.m., Estabrooks 
was a passenger in a red Ford 
Ranger pickup truck travelling 
south on Victoria Street. As the 
truck approached the intersec-
tion of Victoria Street and Eby-
crest Road, a northbound white 
Pontiac Sunfi re attempted to 
turn left from Victoria Street, 
crossing the path of the pickup 
truck.

“The truck tried to avoid the 
collision and ends up sideswip-

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich is bringing out the 
heavy artillery, having 
declared war on Elmira’s 
snow.

All of the town’s sidewalks will be 

...on sidewalk snow — council opts for enhanced service to cover all of Elmira
cleared using enhanced equipment this 
winter, council decided; the decision 
came as councillors met Nov. 23, just a 
day before wet snow and falling temper-
atures gave the area its fi rst real taste 
of the season.

The move expands a plan that saw only 
half of Elmira’s sidewalks cleared by the 

municipality. It also aims to reduce the 
number of complaints by using more so-
phisticated snow-clearing equipment to 
do the job. In approving the new level of 
service – expected to cost some $48,500 
in 2005 – council essentially agreed to 
triple the special tax levied on Elmira 
residents: property taxes will rise to 

$20 a year for the average house valued 
at $183,000. The current levy is $6.

This week’s decision fi nalizes discus-
sions held last winter whereby coun-
cillors fi rst decided not to expand the 
service, then quickly changed their 
minds.

▼ See ALL page 2

Maryhill woman killed in Hwy. 6 collision 
RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The life of a Maryhill 
woman was cut short 
last Sunday (Nov. 21) 
when her vehicle was 

rear-ended at a high rate of 
speed by an alleged drunk 
driver in Puslinch Township. 

Brenda Steffl er, 46, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene; her 
husband and daughter were 
rushed to hospital. They were 
later released.

“We have a pretty good sup-
port net, so we’re all dealing 
with it pretty well,” said 21-
year-old daughter Shelley, who 
was behind the wheel at the 

time of the collision. Since the 
incident there’s been a near 
constant stream of family, 
friends, neighbours and old ac-
quaintances coming forward 
to offer their support, she add-
ed. “It’s all really surreal right 
now.”

The Steffl ers were south-
bound on the Hanlon Parkway, 

near Hwy. 401, Sunday evening 
when their Plymouth Neon 
was struck from behind. At 
the time, police reported, the 
family was travelling 70 km/h 
and the offending vehicle, also 
southbound, was moving at a 
“high rate of speed.”

“It pushed them right across 
the median and into the ditch ▼ See DRIVER page 2

on the east side of the road-
way,” explained Const. Keith 
Robb, Ontario Provincial Po-
lice media relations offi cer.

Brenda Steffl er had been 
riding in the back seat at 
the time of the collision. Her 
daughter was airlifted to 
Hamilton General Hospital 

KYLE REA
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Maple 
Flooring

• Floor Natural Eng.
• 9/16 x 7 15/16
• 38.27 sq.ft. /bundle
     stock# NMFF916

$3.49

Clearance
Doors!!
Pine French Doors • Steel Doors

Many Sizes and Styles Available/Sq.Ft.

2HP 
Compressor

• Oil Sump • stock# 0128-439

$269.99
Reg. $399.99

White Oak 
Flooring

• S & B Natural
• 5” x 3/4”
• 25 Year Warranty         
     stock# 0128-536

$4.99
/Sq.Ft.

Compressor 
Combo Kits

2” Brad Nailer • 1/4” x 25’ hose & nails         
stock# 0129045

$169.99
Reg. $229.00

Along with the expand-
ed coverage area, Coun. 
Pat McLean also pushed 
for the contract with 
Civic Pavement Marking 
to outline a timeframe 
for the town’s sidewalks 
to be cleared following a 
snowfall.

“We’re trying to im-
prove on what we had be-
fore … so it’s reasonable 
to set some benchmarks, 
a standard for what we 
should expect,” she said. 
“I’m concerned that the 
[work] gets done in a 

with serious but stable 
facial injuries, as well as 
a concussion. She was re-
leased from hospital the 
following morning.

Husband Paul Steffl er, 
who was in the front pas-
senger seat, was taken 
by ambulance to Guelph 
General Hospital where 
he was treated and re-
leased with non-life 
threatening injuries.

“She and my dad did 
everything together,” 
Shelley recalled. “All my 
friends, even before this, 
said they’d never seen a 
couple as happy as my 

parents.
“He’s doing pretty well,” 

she said of her father.
“She was a big, big fam-

ily person,” she contin-
ued, noting their frequent 
family trips. “She wasn’t 
a huge fan of travelling, 
but she knew we liked it 
and she did it for us.”

The driver of the sec-
ond vehicle, a 61-year-old 

Toronto man, was taken 
to Guelph General Hospi-
tal with non life-threat-
ening injuries. There he 
provided police with a 
breath sample and was 
formally charged with 
‘impaired driving caus-
ing death’ and ‘over 80 
mgs’. 

Birju Rampaul was held 
in custody overnight and 
released on $5,000 bail by 
a Guelph judge the next 
morning.

Under the bail condi-
tions, Rampaul is prohib-
ited from driving and is 
not to be in possession of 
or consume alcohol. He 
was also ordered to hand 
over his Trinidadian and 
Canadian passports to 
the OPP, stay within the 
province and report to 
police weekly.

His next court appear-
ance is set for Dec. 6.

timely manner.”
Attending the meeting, 

contractor Lorne Martin 
said a reasonable time-
frame for completing the 
job would be 24 hours 
after the snow stops fall-
ing.

“You can’t always [fi n-
ish] when you have to go 
back and re-plow whatev-
er has been snowed on af-
ter we’ve been through,” 
he explained of clearing 
while the snow continues 
to come down – under the 
contract, his company is 

Continued from cover

All sidewalks 
to be cleared 
under plan

Fatality
ing the vehicle and then 
is sent into a light stan-
dard on the corner of the 
intersection,” said Staff 
Sgt. Bryan Larkin of the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service. “At this point 
our investigators are 
still working on the re-
construction, but neither 
speed nor alcohol are con-
sidered to be factors.”

The driver of the pickup 
truck, an 18-year-old Lon-
don man, escaped with-
out injury. So, too, did 
the 20-year-old driver of 
the Sunfi re and a 21-year-
old passenger, both Cam-

bridge residents.
The investigation closed 

the intersection and some 
nearby routes until ap-
proximately 9:30 p.m.

Charges have yet to be 

laid – the investigation 
continues. Police are 
asking anyone who wit-
nessed the collision to 
contact the traffi c branch 
at 653-7700, ext. 8856. 

Continued from cover

Driver in court Dec. 6
Continued from cover

PICKING UP THE PIECES Firefi ghters examine the remains of the 
demolished pickup truck at the Woolwich intersection Nov. 23.

BRENDA STEFFLER

▼ See SNOW page 5
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Responsible you
Elmira author looks to take us from self-help to self-responsible

Pick-pocket suspects 
fl ee Farmers’ Market

KYLE REA

Theives steal $85,000 
in equipment

THE TAO OF IMPROVEMENT Elmira’s Wayne Allen prefers the label “self-responsible” rather than “self-help” in describing his new book, This Endless Moment.

Petty vandals strike 
Elmira’s Birdland area

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woody Allen went to a psychia-
trist for 40 years, but remains 
one of the most neurotic men in 
Tinseltown. Why? Because he 

– like many people – fi nds that form of ther-
apy to be comforting, says Elmira counsel-
lor and author Wayne Allen. 

He’s developed a different approach – one 
that focuses on personal responsibility as a 
way to fi nd happiness – with his new book 
called This Endless Moment. 

An experienced counsellor with a private 
practice in Elmira, Allen has spent the past 
two years collating client feedback, Zen 
techniques and modern therapy methods 
to create his latest publication. 

“It differs from a self-help book in that we 
are trying to get people to be self-responsi-
ble. People want to fi nd someone to blame. 
That’s North America 101. You know, ‘the 
reason that we’re miserable is’ … and then 
we pick a country or we pick a person or 
we blame our parents … and no one is step-
ping up to the plate and saying ‘my life isn’t 
going the way I want it to, here’s what I’m 
going to do about that,’” said Allen. “It’s a 

very directive approach, so rather than 
having people endlessly meditating and 
not actually changing anything, we’re 
very much geared toward getting people 
to take personal responsibility for what’s 
going on in their lives.”

Allen explained while current therapy 
by psychoanalysts is popular, he’s not so 
sure it works. 

 “People fi nd it very comforting, but 
they don’t really get anywhere,” he said, 
adding that he, along with a few other 
therapists, have moved to a more active 
form of counselling.

Key to his therapy technique is discipline: 
if someone tries to start a fi ght, “I’ve got a 
choice what to do about it … if my partner 
is having a bad day, one of the things I can 
do is just sit and listen and let the person 
say what they need,” he explained, adding 
that he doesn’t defend himself because 
that only escalates the situation. 

“[If] there’s no engagement … there’s 
no [fi ght]. There’s no such thing as a one-
sided fi ght.”

Allen said that if successful, “you can 
extrapolate that into any kind of situa-
tion you can think of,” from road rage to 
dealing with the kids to coping at work. 

“Eventually they’ll stop and talk about 
what’s actually going on for them.

“One of the main concepts in the book 
is that everything that is going on in the 
world is neutral, until we put a spin on it. 
How I choose to relate to [someone], funnily 
enough, has nothing to do with [them],” he 
said. “It’s got everything to do with how I 
choose to [act] around you. The reason why 
the book is called This Endless Moment is 
because the only place we are is right now 
[in the present].”

The book was released three weeks ago, 
and so far Allen said sales have been brisk, 
with a couple of hundred copies already off 
the shelves. 

“We’re closing in on a bestseller. The num-
bers don’t have to be very big in Canada to 
be signifi cant,” he said with a laugh.

Allen currently operates the Phoenix 
Centre in Elmira where he provides coun-
selling using techniques described in his 
book. Previous publications include Stories 
From the Sea of Life and Living Life in Grow-
ing Orbits.

Along with his ongoing projects, Allen 
plans to increase his bibliography – “I’ve 
got three books on the computer, so the 
writing never ends,” he laughed. 

A pair of women suspected of pick-pock-
eting patrons of the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market fl ed after being approached by 
security last Saturday (Nov. 20). Secu-
rity offi cers told police the women made 
several attempts to remove wallets from 
their rightful owners.
Two wallet thefts were later confi rmed. 

The previous Saturday, three wallets and 
a handbag were also taken, though its 
unclear if the incidents are directly re-
lated.
Police are on the lookout for two wom-

en with long, dark hair. At the time, their 
hair was pulled back into ponytails and 
they were wearing ponchos.
The investigation continues.

Employees of Elmira’s Trylon Manufac-
turing Company arrived at work Monday 
morning (Nov. 22) to fi nd an open side 
door and $85,000 in equipment miss-
ing, counting a company truck that was 
parked in the shop area.
Sometime over the weekend, unknown 

culprits forced open a side door and made 
off with various pieces of shop equip-
ment, including several saws and custom-
izing tools. Police believe the stolen truck 
was used to cart the items away.
Later that day, the truck was recovered 

in a fi eld near Cambridge, courtesy of an 
electronic tracking device. 
There are no suspects. The investiga-

tion continues.

The Crompton Public Advisory Commit-
tee has prepared their response to an 
Aug. 16 draft control order as issued by 
the Ministry of the Environment. 
Comments were approved by CPAC at 

Monday’s (Nov. 22) meeting. 
In its suggested revisions, CPAC recom-

mended that Crompton complete a  site-
hazard risk assessment of production, 
processes and geographic areas as well 
as chemicals on site at the company’s 
Elmira plant.
CPAC also recommended that a peer-

review process be undertaken to prevent 
future problems. The MOE draft control 
order  implicates Crompton in a number 
of environmental offences under the 
Environmental Protection Act, including 
the spectacular June 11 fi re, and a num-
ber of spill and pollutant complaints over 
the past few years. 
The MOE now has responses from 

Crompton and CPAC and is expected to 
prepare a fi nal control order, “hopefully 
by the next [CPAC] meeting,” said Steve 
Martindale of the ministry’s west central 
region. 

Vandals went to work in Elmira’s Bird-
land area last Saturday night (Nov. 20), 
striking six locations and causing several 
thousand dollars in collective damage.
Reports of the overnight acts started 

to fi lter in to police Sunday morning and 
continued into Monday. Residences on 
Mockingbird Drive, Nightingale Cres-
cent, Oriole Parkway and an Industrial 
Drive business were victimized.
Targets generally included easily acces-

sible items outside the various locations, 
including light fi xtures, driveway stan-
dards and a lattice fence.
Police ask residents to report any suspi-

cious activity in their neighbourhood, no 
matter what the time of day.

CPAC reacts to 
MOE control order
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• Schedule a Pre-Season Inspection

• Save 10% on all AGCO Parts

  Used During Pre-Season

  Maintenance and Repairs

• October 15, 2004 - 

  March 15, 2005  

Save 10% *

AGCO Quality Parts

Dealer Information

519-638-3317       800-430-5057
Discount applies to parts put on in our shop

Schedule a Pre-Season Inspection

And Save 10% on all AGCO Parts,
all Service Labour & Trucking 

used for your Pre-Season
Maintenance and Repair

November 25, 2004 
to March 15, 2005

The flu shot. It’s free. Now, it’s easier.
We’ve all seen how serious infectious diseases can be. Getting your free flu shot is a good way to protect

yourself, protect your family and protect the people around you. Many local pharmacies are making 
it easier for you to get your free flu shot by holding flu shot clinics. So get your shot while you shop.

Call for a clinic near you.
1-866-FLU-’N-YOU TTY 1-800-387-5559   www.health.gov.on.ca

Pharmacy Flu Shot Clinics Nov. 15 – 30

Let’s Beat the Flu!

Protecting your health.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Police and fi refi ghters 
from Waterloo and 
St. Jacobs got into a 

messy situation while at-
tempting to tackle a shed 
fi re in a remote location 
on the Woolwich/Water-
loo border Nov.23. 

Waterloo fi refi ghters 
were called to the scene 
of a reported barn fi re 
in Erbsville between 
Benjamin Road and Con-
servation Road at 7:15 
Tuesday night. Waterloo 
soon called in a tanker 
from the St. Jacobs fi re 
department to provide 
assistance. 

Emergency personnel 
arrived to discover a va-
cant shed engulfed by 

Firefi ghters get in sticky 
situation in mud fi eld

Hampers attempts to extinguish burning shed
fl ames; unfortunately, 
the building was set back 
more than a kilometre 
into the countryside from 
Conservation Road. The 
only access route was a 
narrow dirt road leading 
into the brush. Eager to 
tackle the blaze, fi refi ght-
ers and police attempted 
to get back to the shed, 
but in the process of do-
ing so, two fi re trucks 
and three police cars be-
came mired in thick mud, 
caused by rainfall earlier 
in the day.  

“The police cars [got 
to the shed] but the fi re 
trucks did not,” said St. 
Jacobs deputy chief Jim 
Carr. “It was not a good 
scene.” 

The St. Jacobs crew pro-
vided assistance on-scene 

for more than an hour be-
fore being recalled. 

“They were going to get 
equipment in to bury it 
(the shed), but we didn’t 
stay around long enough 
to see if that equipment 
came,” said Carr. 

Waterloo eventually 
brought in a backhoe and 
smothered the fi re with 
earth. 

“They were brought in 
because we couldn’t get 
past the laneway … so we 
brought in the city swing 
shovel and fi lled it up 
with dirt,” said Waterloo 
Fire Department station 
one platoon chief Mark 
Schedewitz. He added 
that the cause of the fi re 
was unknown.

“It had been vacant for 
awhile.”

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Crompton’s request 
for a certifi cate of 
approval to ratchet 

up production of a new 
plastic compound has 
members of the Cromp-
ton Public Advisory 
Committee worried that 
odour complaints may 
increase. 

At a CPAC meeting Nov. 
22, the company present-
ed plans to increase its 
output of BL-40, a poly-
urethane product, to 40 
from 16 production days 
per year. 

The move would cause 
a corresponding rise in 
emissions, to 127 kilo-
grams from the current 
level of 51 kg. BL-40 con-
tains methylisobutylk-
etone (MIBK), a known 
odour-causing agent.

“It’s sort of an un-
wanted emission as a 
consequence of that pro-
duction,” explained Ron 
Ormson, a member of 
CPAC’s air subcommit-
tee. 

“We don’t see it as a 
problem right now, but 
it’s been identifi ed as a 
potential odour-causing 

Watchdog wary of production 
increases at Crompton plant 

CPAC airs concerns about plan to boost emissions 
agent and we want to 
make sure that it doesn’t 
become a problem.”

Jeff Merriman, senior 
environmental engineer 
at Crompton, said keep-
ing odours from heading 
offsite is the company’s 
goal, too. 

“We want to make sure 
that anything we do 
doesn’t cause an offsite 
odour. We don’t want to 
go back there,” he said, 
referring to years when 
Crompton frequently re-
ceived odour complaints. 
Merriman added that 
while Crompton has re-
ceived complaints about 
MIBK in the past, they 
haven’t received odour 
complaints about BL-40 
itself. 

“So we don’t anticipate 
that there will be any 
odour problems associ-
ated [with it].”

He added that they are 
planning to do some air 
modeling to confi rm 
that odours will not be 
a problem. “We’ll share 
that modeling informa-
tion with CPAC…when 
it becomes available,” he 
said. 

Ormson, however, said 
that while the company’s 

efforts to reduce odours 
are commendable, he 
wants to see a decrease 
– not an increase – in 
emissions. 

“That is of key concern 
to the committee, that 
site-wide emissions don’t 
go up. There are going to 
be ups and downs with 
each individual process 
and we can live with 
that, but site wide we 
want to see the emissions 
come down over time,” 
he said. “We think that 
now they are at a state 
where they should have 
been years ago. And sec-
ondly, we’re concerned 
that with changes at the 
plant, those conditions 
stay the same in terms of 
current odours. We don’t 
want to see a return to 
the 1997-1999 where the 
[odour] situation was 
horrendous.”

Crompton is also seek-
ing a certifi cate of ap-
proval for Synton PAO, a 
synthetic oil product. 

Merriman added he 
would like to get a cer-
tifi cate of approval from 
the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment to increase pro-
duction before the end of 
the year. 
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In a split vote, this 
week Wellesley 
council called on 

the region to dedicate 
some of the $4 million 
it will receive from the 
provincial gas taxes 
toward expanding Ki-
wanis Transit services.

The request is aimed 
at improving resident’s 
access to the Woolwich 
Community Health 
Centre (WCHC) in St. 
Jacobs and the yet-to-
be-built satellite offi ce 
in Wellesley Village by 
expanding the rider-
ship criteria. 

Earlier this month, 
WCHC was approved by 
the Ministry of Health 
to create a satellite of-
fi ce in the village.

“I believe the town-
ship has an entitlement 
to funds to improve 
Kiwanis Transit, and I 
think we should ask for 
it,” Coun. Joe Nowak 
told council Tuesday 
(Nov. 23). “I think it’s 

Use Wellesley’s share of gas 
tax to expand Kiwanis Transit

Township entitled to provincial funds; wants it 
used for transportation to health centres

important this township 
send the region a bit of a 
message as to what we’d 
like to see done.”

When the province 
agreed to share two 
cents per litre of the gas 
tax with municipalities, 
it dictated the funds be 
used to improve and/or 
expand transit opera-
tions. Kiwanis Transit is 
the only such service in 
Wellesley and Woolwich 
townships.

Based on his under-
standing of the province’s 
gas tax eligibility re-
quirements, Nowak sug-
gested township council 
would have to give the 
region authority to spend 
Wellesley’s share.

“If the region says ‘no 
way,’ maybe we’ll say ‘no 
way’ to letting them ac-
cept the money on our 
behalf,” he said.

Whether or not Kiwanis 
Transit expands its eligi-
bility criteria – currently 
restricted to the elderly 
and mobility-challenged 
– is a decision of region-
al council. If approved, 

Wellesley’s request would 
open up ridership to any-
one wanting access to the 
health centres, though 
the horse-and-buggy 
population is specifi cally 
referenced.

While the motion found 
enough support to pass, 
it wasn’t clear sailing. 
Councillors Ron Hackett 
and Dusan Cizman voted 
against it, forcing Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn to break 
the tie.

“I’m not exactly sure that 
I agree with having a bus 
service just for the health 
centres,” Hackett later 
told the Observer of what 
prompted his opposition. 
Not only are there other 
desired destinations for 
Wellesley residents, but 
there’s an existing net-
work of transportation 
options available. 

“A lot of people go to ser-
vices in Waterloo, Kitch-
ener, etc. … and they 
have made arrangements 
[to get rides].”

When and precisely 
where the WCHC satel-
lite office will open has 

yet to be determined. 
On Wednesday (Nov. 
24) the ministry an-
nounced approval 
for seven full-time 
equivalent employees 
for the satellite office, 
though annual budget-
ary support isn’t yet 
clear, said WCHC exec-
utive director Denise 
Squire.

On a related note, 
council received sev-
eral resolutions of sup-
port for its previous 
motion calling for rural 
municipalities to share 
in the promised federal 
gas tax money. Some en-
dorsed Wellesley’s reso-
lution – a lengthy item 
– while others preferred 
to pen a motion of their 
own.

In response to that 
support, Nowak pro-
posed a motion – which 
passed – declaring sup-
port for a Township of 
Augusta resolution on 
the matter, which was 
itself passed in support 
of Wellesley’s initial 
resolution. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Location. Location. 
Location. That’s the 
top priority as the 

Woolwich Community 
Health Centre (WCHC) 
moves to the next step in 
developing a satellite of-

Wellesley satellite health centre funded for staff of seven
“It’s really going to improve access to primary healthcare in this township,” says Nowak

fi ce in Wellesley Village 
– at least now that they 
know staffi ng levels.

On Wednesday (Nov. 24), 
WCHC learned the Min-
istry of Health intends to 
provide funding for seven 
full-time equivalent staff 
members, including 1.5 
physicians and a regis-

tered practical nurse. 
“I think it’s a big step 

forward. It’s really going 
to improve access to pri-
mary healthcare in this 
township. I couldn’t be 
happier,” said Coun. Joe 
Nowak, who’s also on the 
community’s health cen-
tre steering committee.

“It think it’s great for 
start-up.”

Other personnel ap-
proved for the satellite 
offi ce include a nurse 
practitioner, registered 
dietitian, counsellor, 
chiropodist, community 
health worker and sup-
port staff – all in a range 

of part-time hours to be 
determined by WCHC.

Specifi c funding to the 
offi ce hasn’t been deter-
mined, noted WCHC ex-
ecutive director Denise 
Squire. 

“We are still trying to 
sort out those details with 
the ministry. What we’re 
trying to fi nalize is the 
salary ranges for those 
positions … and then also 
trying to confi rm the op-
erating budget that goes 
with that,” she told the 
Observer.

In it’s funding applica-
tion, WCHC sought fund-
ing to set up shop with six 
employees. That number, 
it was proposed, would 
increase to 12.5 by the 
end of a three-year phase-
in process.

So far, the province 
hasn’t committed to fu-
ture growth for the satel-
lite. But that can change 
at a moment’s notice, 
Nowak suggested.

“You can look back to 
fi ve years ago; there was 
no commitment at all to 
community health cen-
tres. So the province can 
change that,” he said. “I 
think if the demand is 
big enough and if the suc-
cess of the community 
health centre is any indi-
cation of what can be ac-
complished, I would hope 
that in time the province 

would change that posi-
tion.”

Now that staffi ng is 
known – at least roughly, 
the precise mix of hours 
has yet to be determined 
for some positions – fi nd-
ing a suitable location is 
now the top priority.  

“Location is going to 
drive a lot of signifi cant 
decisions: where we 
might be able to locate, 
when we might be able to 
locate, what would need 
to be done [to prepare an 
offi ce]. And we need to 
know when we will have 
a place for someone to 
work out of before we can 
start the recruitment,” 
Squire explained.

And with both physi-
cian and nursing short-
ages across the province, 
recruitment could prove 
a daunting task.

“Certainly, we’re not 
going to be immune to 
those challenges because 
there are lots of opportu-
nities for positions like 
those. But there are some 
folks who prefer to work 
in the kind of model that 
we have as a community 
health centre,” Squire 
added. “I’m cautiously 
optimistic that the new 
satellite will be attrac-
tive to a number of people 
who are looking for that 
kind of practice opportu-
nity.”

required to begin work 
as soon as 38 millimetres 
(an inch and a half) of 
snow has accumulated.

Under normal circum-
stances, he added, all 
of Elmira’s sidewalks 
should be cleared within 

eight hours.
The engineering depart-

ment’s Richard Sigurdson 
said he is currently de-
veloping priority routes 
for the sidewalk clear-
ing, emphasizing school 
routes, senior homes and 
the downtown core.

Snow has got to go
Continued from page 2
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Looking for some di-
rection of its own, 
Woolwich council 

this week placed a mora-
torium on street-side 
signs in the township. 
The decision follows a 
string of requests from 
businesses wanting to di-
rect drivers to their loca-
tions.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A suggestion this 
week from Elmi-
ra’s Crompton Co. 

to reduce the frequency of 
its monthly progress re-
ports – and thereby save 
paper and reading time 
– was met with unease 
by the Crompton Public 
Advisory Committee. 
Members are concerned 
that fewer reports would 
mean diminished chanc-
es of catching problems 
at the chemical plant.

At Monday’s (Nov. 22) 
CPAC meeting, Crompton 
environmental engineer 
Jeff Merriman showed a 
200-page progress report 
to the committee. 

“This is the monthly 
progress report for one 
month … that’s a lot of 
information for anybody 
to go through. Does the 
committee want this ev-
ery month or would it be 
more appropriate to have 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The environmental 
assessment phase 
of plans to build 

a new highway linking 
Kitchener and Guelph is 
drawing to a close, but 
the route is still at least 
six years away. That 
timeline emerged after 
representatives from 
all the local municipali-
ties involved – including 
Woolwich Mayor Bill 
Strauss – met this week 
with provincial Minis-
ter of Transportation 
Harinder Takhar and 
David Caplan, Minister 
of Public Infrastructure 
Renewal (PIR).

Public input on the en-
vironmental assessment 
(EA) review ends Dec. 17, 
with a report expected 
later next year. Planning, 
land purchasing and ar-
ranging funding are ex-
pected to take some three 

Municipalities continue down road to new Hwy. 7
Mayor Bill Strauss optimistic project still a priority at Queen’s Park

years, at best, before con-
struction could begin.

Strauss said he came 
away from the meeting 
optimistic a new Hwy. 
7 would be built sooner 
rather than later.

“The meeting was excel-
lent. It (the highway) is 
defi nitely on their radar 
screen,” he said Nov. 24.

The Woolwich mayor 
was joined by his coun-
terparts from Kitchener, 
Guelph, and the Town-
ship of Guelph/Eramosa. 
Also in attendance were 
Waterloo Region Chair 
Ken Seiling and repre-
sentatives from Welling-
ton County, as well as 
Guelph-Wellington MPP 
Liz Sandals and Water-
loo-Wellington MPP Ted 
Arnott.

With plans for a new 
highway under discus-
sion for more than 30 
years, Strauss said the 
municipalities are eager 
to see the new route com-

pleted, adding the price 
tag of $165-$200 million 
certainly means it can’t 
be completed overnight.

Still, traffi c continues 
to worsen on the existing 
Hwy. 7. Just a day before 
the meeting, in fact, a 
19-year-old University 
of Guelph student was 
killed in an accident on 
Victoria Street at Eby-
crest Road in Woolwich 
Township, the western 
edge of the much-trav-
elled route.

The proposed new Hwy. 
7 would be a controlled-
access, divided highway 
running just north of the 
existing roadway, with 
two lanes in each direc-
tion, connecting Kitchen-
er’s Conestoga Parkway 
in the west to Guelph’s 
Hanlon Expressway on 
the east end.

The current planning 
study for the highway 
began in 1989, with the 
preferred route in place 

since 2001.
Arnott said he expects 

a delay of several more 
months before the EA 
clears the next hurdle.

“I’m concerned that we’re 
going to be looking at least 
six months of delay with 
the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment,” he said, adding 
he intends to keep pres-
sure on the government to 
fast-track the project.

“The best-case scenario 
is that the road could be 
built in six years.”

A new Hwy. 7 is one of 
his riding’s top priorities, 
identifi ed in the Water-
loo-Wellington Transpor-
tation Action Plan, said 
Arnott. As such “it’s my 
intention to continue to 
advocate for this and oth-
er projects in the plan.”

Development plans for 
an industrial expansion 
in Breslau would in-
crease the demand for an 
alternative to the crowd-
ed existing Hwy. 7. Still in 

the early stages, the idea 
endorsed last spring by 
councillors in Woolwich 
and Kitchener would fast-
track the development of 
some 400 acres of land, 
much of it along the Hwy. 
7 corridor. 

The properties, includ-
ing 266 acres known as 
the Seagram lands, are 
owned by Guelph-based 
Thomasfi eld Homes, 
which is developing a 
475-home subdivision in 
the north part of the Bre-
slau.

That development, now 
under construction, is 
slated to be joined by the 
475-unit Forwell subdivi-
sion in the village’s south 
end.

The recently opened 
Breslau bypass route, 
offi cially dubbed Foun-
tain Street, has already 
boosted traffi c fl ow in the 
area.

The growing congestion 
on the route prompted a 

call for quick action from 
The Greater KW Cham-
ber of Commerce earlier 
this month. 

“To satisfy the long-term 
transportation needs and 
safety of our region and 
realize economic devel-
opment opportunities 
surrounding Waterloo 
International Airport, 
we urge your ministry to 
work with the Ministry 
of the Environment to en-
sure that the necessary 
environmental assess-
ment amendments are re-
viewed and approved in 
an expeditious manner,” 
president Todd Letts said 
in a letter to Takhar.

The organization has 
been a big supporter of 
expansions at the Region 
of Waterloo International 
Airport, and has pushed 
for the fast-tracking of 
new industrial land in 
the Breslau area, iden-
tifi ed by the region as 
primed for growth.

Woolwich looking for a sign
Township declares moratorium on directional signs pending policy review

The Industrial Drive 
and Arthur Street South 
stretches in Elmira are 
most affected by council’s 
move; the fi rst victim of 
the freeze is Woolwich 
Community Services, 
whose request was de-
ferred. The organization 
wanted to piggyback 
on the existing Selby’s 

Freshmart sign pointing 
shoppers to the Birdland 
Plaza, where WCS earlier 
this month re-opened its 
thrift shop.

“I think we should wait 
until we have a policy 
in place,” said Coun. Pat 
McLean.

Councillors last ap-
proved a directional sign 

– for Glenoit Corp. on 
Howard Avenue in Elmi-
ra – in June. At that time, 
they called for a review 
of the township’s sign by-
law, which would cover 
permanent signs as well 
as temporary and mo-
bile signs increasingly 
common along Woolwich 
roadways.

CPAC looks to keep 
the paperwork straight

Crompton proposal to reduce frequency of its reports leaves group uneasy
this every two months 
or every quarter?” he 
asked. 

The company’s environ-
ment manager, Dwight 
Este, added that monthly 
monitoring would still 
take place.

Critical information 
would be provided in an 
accessible format by the 
company’s engineering 
fi rm.

“If there are certain el-
ements that people want 
to see monthly … could 
we not condense what’s 
reported, whether it’s 
pump information or 
containment informa-
tion that’s critical, that 
could be reported on 
monthly?”asked Steve 
Quigley of Conestoga-
Rovers and Associates 
(CRA).

Analytical data could be 
posted on a Web site or on 
CD to streamline the en-
tire process. 

The request was met 
by concern and unease 

among members of CPAC, 
who worry that monitor-
ing Crompton might be 
more diffi cult if reports 
were less frequent.

“This is an important 
issue to us. It’s onerous to 
read them (the reports), 
I’m sure it’s onerous to 
write them, but they con-
tain the up-to-date timely 
information about what’s 
showing up in their test-
ing. I certainly have a lot 
of concern about making 
those less frequent,” said 
Susan Bryant, head of 
Elmira’s Assuring Pro-
tection for Tomorrow’s 
Environment (APT). 

She suggested stream-
lining, or cutting down 
on the distribution lists 
as possible solutions.

Ministry of the Environ-
ment representative Steve 
Martindale explained 
that monthly reporting 
was required through 
past control orders and 
certifi cates of approval: 
any change in frequency 

would have to go through 
an application process for 
approval. 

“These reports have 
identifi ed for CPAC … 
problems that the compa-
ny and CRA have not iden-
tifi ed for us, so that our 
comfort level in terms of 
not having monthly infor-
mation is not high,” said 
CPAC chair Pat McLean. 

“I think CPAC has, over 
in the past number of 
months, asked for im-
proved, streamlined re-
ports, asked for graphs 
and easier-to-read re-
ports. Something that 
would certainly require 
less paper … so we’ve 
been sincerely open on 
that. If you have a sugges-
tion that could change the 
reporting format, but not 
the frequency, we would 
like to hear it.” 

Crompton agreed with 
suggestions to stream-
line the package, and will 
bring samples to a future 
meeting.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Crosshill woman 
has 10 months to 
clean up her de-

bris-ridden Lobsinger 
Line property, Welles-
ley council decided this 
week. The move comes 
after the property owner 
asked the township by-
law enforcement offi cer 
to suggest possible im-
provements to the site.

Meeting Tuesday eve-
ning (Nov. 23), Wellesley 
council gave Marjory 
Berg of 4669 Lobsinger 
Line until Sept. 30, 2005 
to bring her property 
up to bylaw standards. 
During that time, she is 
to provide council with 
monthly updates on her 
cleanup progress or face 
the possibility of council 
action.

“We have had negotia-
tions with this property 
owner for a considerable 
amount of time to try to 
work with her to improve 
the condition of her prop-
erty. We’ve had varying 
degrees of success, and 
we’ve also had concern 
raised by the commu-

Council gives deadline 
for property cleanup
Crosshill resident given 10-months to meet standards

nity,” chief administra-
tive offi cer Susan Duke 
explained.

“Marjory requested to 
have someone tell her 
just exactly what it was 
she was supposed to do 
to be in compliance with 
the bylaw.”

The matter was orig-
nally brought to council 
at the request of a neigh-
bour, who sought to have 
their concerns addressed 
within a three-week time-
frame. That period expired 
Wednesday, prompting 
Berg to seek an extension. 

Bylaw enforcement of-
fi cer Jack Mittelholtz 
supported the 10-month 
deadline, suggesting it 
would give Berg enough 
time to work on the is-
sues as weather permits.

While Berg was pre-
sented with a letter out-
lining the infractions, a 
public accounting wasn’t 
provided. However, dur-
ing the council session 
several items were refer-
enced by both Berg and 
Mittelholtz, including 
several derelict vehicles, 
a covered wagon fi lled 
with fi rewood, a collec-
tion of doors and an ar-

ray of glass jugs.
Some of those items are 

already in the process of 
being cleaned in advance 
of their removal from the 
property, Berg told coun-
cil. She requested a full 
year to come into compli-
ance.

Under the township’s 
property standards by-
law, yards are to be kept 
free of rubbish, excessive 
weeds, unlicenced or in-
operable vehicles – with 
the exception of those un-
der repair – as well as ob-
jects and conditions that 
might create a health, 
fi re or accident hazard.

Should the monthly up-
dates not show progress to 
the satisfaction of council, 
the approved motion stat-
ed, Berg could be formal-
ly ordered to undertake 
the cleanup effort. Under 
such a process, she would 
be given 21 days – though 
usually 30 are provided 
– to bring the property up 
to standards. After that 
time, the township would 
do the work and bill her 
for it.

No formal council ac-
tion has been taken at 
this time.

OH, CHRISTMAS TREE!

KYEL REA

LIGHTING IT UP  Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss pulls the switch to light of the Christmas Tree of 
Hope for muscular dystrophy in downtown Elmira Thursday night (Nov.25). The ceremony marking the 
season was part of the Elmira BIA’s “Moonlight Madness” festivities.

KYLE REA
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We are a herd of animals manipulated by an army of 
villains ... 

Romanian businessman Vasile Lucaciu reacts to newspaper 
reports of government efforts to intimidate opponents in 
an upcoming election. 

» Making the vote count
People are marching in the streets of 
Kiev following disputed elections in 
Ukraine. Meanwhile, Romanians gear-
ing for a vote are devouring massive 
coverage of alleged improprieties. In 
some parts of the world, people are 
not taking democracy for granted.

» Impoverished efforts
A report released this week shows 
16 per cent of children in this coun-
try now live below the poverty line. 
That figure represents the first in-
crease since 1996, and comes de-
spite repeated government promises 
to eliminate child poverty.

» It doesn’t add up
Net cash income for farmers fell 
some 40 per cent last year, Statistics 
Canada reported this week. Drought 
and mad-cow disease pushed farm 
income to its lowest level since 
1978, hardly an inspiration for the 
beleaguered sector.

Some folks takin’ the good outta Toronto
���������
������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Keep pressure on
for new highway

▼ See INSURANCE page10

Rates, like profits,
still climbing

With December 
closin’ in, lots 
of folks is now 

talkin’ about headin’ 
south for the winter. And 
because the loonie bein’ 
pretty high right now, 
you ain’t gettin’ so ripped 
off on the exchange.

Still, you ain’t gonna 
find me packin’ up and 
drivin’ to Florida like 
no snowbird – I’m all 
for Canada first. Plus, 
as much as the Yanks is 
top-drawer neighbours 
and know a thing or 
two about how to com-
bat terrorists – unlike 
the milquetoasts we got 
in Ottawa – they has let 
certain elements make 
a mess of the way they 
live.

If you ever traveled in 
them parts, you know 
what I mean. I’m talkin’ 
about payin’ for gas be-
fore you can pump it, or 
buyin’ a bottle from be-
hind bulletproof glass, 
or takin’ a cab from the 
hotel down the street 
to the restaurant on ac-
count of it ain’t safe to 
walk a couple of blocks. 
That just ain’t right. And 
it certainly ain’t the Ca-
nadian way. I figure they 
got too many unfortunate 
types: they can’t lock ‘em 
all up – or better, if you 

take my meaning – so 
decent folks all gotta live 
like that. But you still 
get pantywaists sayin’ 
the police is too hard on 
the scum of the earth.

All this gets me thinkin’ 
that we don’t want no part 
of them kind of changes 
here, though it looks like 
its startin’ what with the 
open-door crap they is al-
lowin’ in Toronto – it just 
ain’t safe like it used to 
be when it was still To-
ronto the Good.
EUROPEANS SEE THE LIGHT 

ABOUT IMMIGRANTS
Speakin’ of goin’ down-

hill, I seen how maybe 
some of the Europeans 
– even the soft-in-the-
head lefties – is lookin’ 
to clamp down on all 
the trouble with immi-
grants. Even in Holland, 
where folks is even more 
accommodatin’ than us 
Canucks, they is callin’ 
for newcomers to adopt 
the ways of the country, 
to speak the language 
and to fit in. All of which 
seems like fair game, but 
you can bet plenty of the 
bleedin’ hearts is going 

to have their panties in a 
knot over that.

The European Union 
folks – gettin’ away from 
all that PC nonsense – is 
just acknowledgin’ that 
there’s a problem. What 
they’re sayin’ is if you 
want to live here, you got 
to accept the values of 
the folks here and live by 
their rules.

Seems simple to me: if 
you come to this country, 
live like a decent person 
does here; if you want 
to go on doin’ things the 
way you was, then stay 
where you was. It’s plain 
as day, but all the lefties 
want to ignore it. 

KLEIN’S JUST THE FELLA
TO PUT THINGS RIGHT

Now, I know Stephen 
Harper is a good fel-
la, but you can’t help 
wishin’ Ralph Klein was 
runnin’ the federal par-
ty, no matter what that 
lefty two pages over has 
to say. Fact is, that the 
reds is runnin’ scared 
of him means Ralph’s on 
the right track.

Here’s a chap who’s just 
won a fourth majority, 

and 10 in a row for the 
party. Alberta’s books 
is in the black. And you 
don’t hear about all the 
graft and corruption 
and stealin’ of folks’ tax 
money like you do in Ot-
tawa and Toronto. Fact 
is, they ain’t even got a 
sales tax, and still they 
got money to burn. And, 
if you’ve been to Calgary 
or other cities there, you 
know they is decent plac-
es, not full of the riffraff 
you see in other parts.

They got a proper plan, 
good values and they 
don’t take no guff from 
people who is all mouth 
and no brains. 

That’s the kind of place 
Ralph runs, and the kind 
of place we could all live 
in if he’d run up against 
the Liberals. He’s a PC 
but he ain’t PC, if you 
know what I’m sayin’, 
which is what we need 
to put decent folks in 
charge.

Ralph’s a guy who tells 
it like it is, says what he 
means and does what he 
says. Now that’s a real 
shift from the kind of 
wimps, liars and thieves 
we end up with most of 
the time of late, whether 
it’s Queen’s Park or that 
smug lot up the nation’s 
capital.

The fatal accident at the western end of Hwy. 
7 this week came with some eerily coinci-
dental timing: it was a clear reminder of the 
need for a new route linking Kitchener and 

Guelph just as local municipal leaders were meeting 
with provincial officials.

You can bet the previous night’s collision was fresh 
in everyone’s mind as they met Wednesday morn-
ing.

The accident underscores the dangers posed by an 
increasing stream of traffic overburdening the ex-
isting roadway, an overcrowding problem that will 
only worsen as Breslau starts to boom.

The current recommended plan calls for the con-
struction of a completely new highway north of the 
existing route; the plan is currently in the environ-
mental assessment phase, with that review likely to 
continue into next year. If approved – and it should 
be, given the more than 30 years of study into a Hwy. 
7 alternative – the remaining hurdle would be bud-
get priorities: the government has made no commit-
ment to the timing of the project, expected to cost up 
to $200 million.

While Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss appeared op-
timistic following this week’s confab, the best-case 
scenario still sees the highway six years in the dis-
tance. Pressure must be brought to bear on the prov-
ince to tighten that timeline: the sooner, the better.

Once a new four-lane highway is completed, the re-
gion would have two major routes – one a high-speed 
expressway with controlled access and the other a 
more genteel version of the current highway. This 
would certainly be a boon to the Breslau garden 
mall, whose customers would be better served by 
a more sedate stream of traffic along the existing 
route.

Right now, Hwy. 7 carries far more traffic than a 
highway of its ilk is expected to accommodate. Any-
one who travels the route regularly, particularly at 
rush hours or on sunny spring weekends, knows a 
new highway is needed.

Long on talk and short on action, the insurance 
industry has done little with its promises to re-
duce exorbitant auto insurance rates.

To be sure, some small measures were undertaken, 
essentially window dressing. Perhaps that meagre 
effort came after insurers recorded massive profits 
in 2003: some $2.63 billion, a 673-per-cent increase 
over the previous year. That total has already been 
shattered this year, with third-quarter profits reach-
ing $3.7 billion. And that’s with months’ reporting 
still to come in the year.

Despite all that, insurance companies moaning 
about soaring costs and underwriting losses have 
steadfastly denied they can offer overburdened mo-
torists any breaks on skyrocketing premiums.

Perhaps this will serve as a catalyst for the prov-
ince to take action. Now is the time for the McGuinty 
government, stuck breaking one promise after an-
other, to make a move that would actually benefit 
Ontarians: switch to a government-run plan for auto 
insurance. The result, as shown in other provinces 
with such programs, would be lower premiums for 
all drivers. The move would have two advantages for 
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Saturdays by 3pm call (519) 894-3000

AUDITED CIRCULATION:

12,221
FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 

THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“When is the 
ideal time to put up

Christmas decorations?”
Tom
Brown

“The second 
week of De-
cember. That 
way they are 
not up a whole 
long time.”

Marilyn
Rudor

“The end of No-
vember. Because 
[Christmas] get-
ting close and 
it’s only a month 
away.”

Amy
Bueckert

“A week or two 
before Christ-
mas. Then they 
are not up for 
too long. You 
don’t get tired 
of them. “

Steve
Bott

“The beginning 
of December. It 
just feels more 
like Christmas.”
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Cashing in on a chance to stand alone

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WOOLWICH OBSERVER

ELMIRA INDEPENDENT

67%

24%

READERSHIPTHE 
NUMBERS 
ARE IN.

ComBase is an independent, third-party organization founded to measure 
the readership numbers in more than 400 markets nationwide.

OFFICIAL 
NUMBERS OF:

The COMBASE market study of Woolwich and Welles-
ley Townships found that the Observer enjoys a 67% 
readership whereas the Elmira Independent has 24%. 
9% of residents read only a community newspaper.

MANY YEARS IN THE MAKING, THE HWY. 7 PROJECT FINALLY
OPENS,  DRAWING “TRAFFIC” FROM CURIOUS COMMUTERS.

An eternity of waiting 
for all the wrong 
repairs on Kressler Rd.

“People think they can 
all be pop stars, high-
court judges, brilliant TV 
personalities or infinitely 
more competent heads of 
state without ever putting 
in the necessary work or 
having natural ability.” 

Prince Charles, describing an em-
ployee who has charged the royal 
household with sex discrimination 

and unfair dismissal.

This, of course, is our 
future King of Can-
ada who, as we all 

know has put in the nec-
essary work and has the 
natural ability to blather 
about and talk to flowers 
and open hospitals while 
not having the courage to 
make an honest woman 
of the lady he lives with.

This scribbler once 
used to live in Jolly Olde 
Englande for a stretch 
on Fleet Street and, af-
ter a few years, figured 
out why the upper class-

es kept the low classes 
down where they were. 
Two things: the tabloids’ 
fascination with the roy-
als and their goofiness, 
and the football pools. It 
was simple. Kept them in 
their place.

Speaking of this twit 
Charles, I once met his 
mother, on board the 
royal yacht Brittania in 
Victoria’s harbour, where 
the press were invited for 
cocktails. After enduring 
Prince Philip’s hooray-
henry’s jollities, I had a 
nice chat with her and was 
immediately struck by one 
thing: in person, with that 
famous English peaches-
and-cream complexion, 
she was far more beautiful 
than anything that televi-
sion or the newspaper pho-
tos could transmit.

Fast forward a few years. 
For my sins, I was des-
patched by my Canadian 
employers to cover both 
Lady Di’s marriage, and 

her funeral. At the joyous 
day of the marriage, which 
had all London atwitter, 
my usual luck found me 
in a press seat right over 
the altar in St. Paul’s Ca-
thedral, looking down on 
Queen Elizabeth.

What astounded me was 
how gloomy she looked. 
The mother of the groom 
at most weddings is glow-
ing. Most of everyone 
on the inside knew that 
Charles’s father, with all 
his famed stubborn na-
ture, had ordered the dith-
ering Charles to find the 
only remaining virgin in 
the United Kingdom and 
produce an heir to the 
throne.

In retrospect, years later 
as the sad marriage foun-
dered, I thought I now un-

derstood the glum look at 
the mother in St. Paul’s: 
she probably knew it was 
a match that would never 
work.

Before the funeral, after 
the tragic event in a Paris 
tunnel, while London-
ers plastered the gates 
of Buckingham Palace 
with mounds of flowers 
in tribute, the royals in 
some puzzling confusion 
remained in seclusion in 
their castle in Scotland.

And while the tabloids 
raged, the Union Jack 
over Buck House was 
never lowered to half 
staff – due to some royal 
protocol – until the pub-
lic anger grew to such 
that, finally, the flag was 
lowered. A low point in a 
family that had lost touch 

with the common folk – 
as the prince’s loony com-
ment above illustrates.

Which brings us around 
to the ludicrous situation 
of this supine nation – sup-
posedly independent – that 
has, on the face of our cur-
rency, a picture of a (nice) 
foreigner lady who lives 
far away in a palace across 
a large ocean. Would any 
other country in the world 
put up with that? It’s no 
wonder that the Yanks 
– their boy arriving in 
Ottawa next week – think 
we are rather weak-kneed 
and servile.

This is, the last time I 
checked, the 21st century. 
And what is the major de-
bate raging in England, 
whose Queen is on our 
money. It’s fox hunting. 
The charge that Tony 
Blair’s Labour govern-
ment, playing the class 
warfare once again, is 
banning by legislation 
the sport of the Tory coun-

try crowd so as to get the 
votes of the city lads who 
go to the pubs and have 
never seen a horse.

Fox hunting? What Os-
car Wilde called “the 
unspeakable in pursuit 
of the unedible.” This 
week The Spectator, the 
world’s most serious 
magazine (and owned by 
one Conrad Black until 
his recent troubles) de-
votes three angry essays 
on the hunting ban – the 
wonderfully-named Geof-
frey Wheatcroft going on 
for some 3,000 words.

Simon Heffer writes: 
“Yes, I know, the Conser-
vative party is doing its 
irresistible impression 
of the proverbial one-
legged man in an arse-
kicking contest” but 
“who the hell is going to 
vote Labour?”

Are these the people 
who should still be dec-
orating our currency? 
Why don’t we grow up?

To the Editor,
After what seemed to 

be an eternity of incon-
venience due to numer-
ous delays and road clo-
sures, the Weimar Line 
road from Bamberg to 
Kressler Road is now 
open to through traffic.

The $2-million-plus 
spent on the reconstruc-
tion makes one wonder 
just how much taxpayer 
money Waterloo Region 
has to waste in this man-
ner. True, there are some 
apparent improvements: 
new pavement surface, 
even though, the old sur-
face was in better shape 
than a great many in 
the region; a wider road 
base to include a two-lane 
cycle path, even though 
they continue to ride four 

abreast; a plus for the vil-
lage residences include 
paved rain gutters. 

Moving east from the 
village toward Kressler 
Road, we come to the 
hills which have been 
shaved down in the name 
of safety. I travelled this 
road four times daily for 
30 years, in all weather, 
and never once saw an 
accident. The new profile 
of the hills does little or 
nothing to improve vis-
ibility or safety. 

If safety of our roads in 
Wellesley Township is 
the primary concern, one 
has to wonder who makes 
the decisions about what 
constitutes a concern for 
road safety. I refer in par-
ticular to the intersec-
tion of Kressler and Ben-
jamin roads. South of the 
intersection is a dip in 

▼ See HOPING page 10

YEAR: 3005
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Blogs I have read and (sometimes) loved

Continued from page 9

Hoping fatalities not 
needed to prove case

15,500

Source: ComBase Media Study Nov./04

That’s the number
of people your 

opinions will reach on 
any given week when 
you send a letter to 

the Observer.

We live in an age 
in which “some 
guy with a Web 

site” can and often does 
scoop the traditional me-
dia (print or broadcast). 
In some cases, that’s be-
cause the illusion of ano-
nymity or just plain reck-
lessness allows material 
to get posted on a Web site 
that would never make it 
past the editor (or the le-
gal department) at any 
mainstream newspaper. 
In other cases, it’s simply 
a matter of bloggers do-
ing the heavy lifting that 
many journalists are un-
able or unwilling to do.

Here are a few of the 
blogs that I read regu-
larly:
POGGE (Peace, Order 

and Good Government, 
eh?)

POGGE finds the news 
story of the day (not nec-
essarily from the front 
pages) and gives it a thor-
ough and intelligent anal-
ysis. Here’s an example:

“In Kerry I see someone 
who may be a serial ex-
aggerator in his political 
rhetoric but on his worst 
day doesn’t come close to 
being the dissembler that 
Bush is. And in Kerry, 
increasingly, I see some-
one who has a nose for 
the truth and the cour-
age to go where it leads 
him when he thinks it’s 
important. That doesn’t 

mean I’m going to agree 
with everything he does. 
There’s a pretty big gap 
between American for-
eign policy as it is, and as 
I think it should be. The 
gap was there before Bush 
took office and I would ex-
pect it to remain, at least 
in part, through a Kerry 
presidency. But the more 
I find out about Kerry’s 
time in the Senate, the 
better I like it.”

http://www.pogge.ca/ 
Polunatic
This is a relatively new 

blog, but it broke a story 
that none of the main-
stream media would 
touch – the new Ethics 
Commissioner’s unfortu-
nate history of failing to 
protect whistle blowers 
and of ignoring racism in 
the Ontario Public Ser-
vice.

h t t p : / / p o l u n a t i c .
blogspot.com/ 
One Damn Thing Af-

ter Another
I’ve actually just discov-

ered that my good friend 
Rob Cottingham is a 
blogger (though his posts 
are more sporadic than 
other bloggers). But, now 
that I’ve read the last few 
months worth of entries, 
I’ll be going back. This is 
part of his Remembrance 
Day entry:

“A lot of the talk on Re-
membrance Day is about 
how our soldiers fought 

and died for freedom and 
democracy. That elides 
a much more complex 
truth, that individual sol-
diers had varied and per-
sonal reasons for joining 
up – if, in fact, they had 
an option at all. Econom-
ics, family expectations, 
personal pride, impul-
siveness, peer pressure, 
or the legal compulsion 
of conscription all helped 
send young people across 
the ocean to kill and die. 
But so did patriotism, and 
for some, idealism. Yet 
perhaps none of that mat-
ters as much as the main 
reason soldiers go to war: 
because our governments 
ask them to. And whether 
the state’s goals are noble 
or base, our soldiers obey. 
As Michael Moore said 
at the end of Fahrenheit 
9/11, ‘All they ask for in 
return is that we never 
send them into harm’s 
way unless it is absolute-
ly necessary.’ Whatever 
else people thought of his 
film, the wisdom of those 
words should resonate to-
day.”

Rob’s site also contains 
some great tips for writ-
ers and communicators.

http://www.robcotting-

ham.ca/roblog/index.
php 
Inkless Wells, by Ma-

clean’s columnist Paul 
Wells 

Paul Wells’ politics are 
generally far to the right 
of my own, but his use of 
language to skewer the 
powerful (especially Paul 
Martin) is a joy to read. 
Here’s a brief sample from 
last April:

“The details must await 
Pettigrew’s big speech. 
But his boss gave a great 
big curtain-raiser on Fri-
day, and this corner would 
be remiss if I did not give 
a major Martin speech 
the attention it deserves. 
(pause) There, that didn’t 
take long. Now let me give 
the speech more attention 

than it deserves, by ana-
lyzing it as though it were 
the expression of an orga-
nized government, rather 
than a random collection 
of syllables.”

Ouch.
h t t p : //w e b l o g s . m a -

cleans.ca/paulwells/ 
Warren Kinsella’s Lat-

est Musings
Self-promoting Chré-

tien-loyalist Kinsella is 
utterly transparent in his 
political agenda (as I am 
in mine), but his blog is 
usually interesting read-
ing. This entry, from Nov. 
10, made me want to see 
Paul Martin’s reaction:

“A lot of people have 
been asking me – par-
ticularly at the meeting 
of Liberals In Exile™ on 
Saturday night – why 
I’m not demanding a big 
staff shakeup at PMO, 
a change in leadership, 
blah blah blah. You know, 
all the stuff the Earn-

scliffe Party used to do 
for, um, a decade or so. 
Well, it’s because of stuff 
like this [link to article], 
which was preceded by 
stuff like this [link to 
article]. I swear to God, 
there is no greater dam-
age that could be done to 
this crew than the dam-
age this crew regularly 
do to themselves. It’s fun 
to watch. Pull up a chair 
and fire up the popcorn 
machine!”

http://www.warrenkin-
sella.com/musings.htm

If I could only convince 
someone to pay me a full-
time salary for being 
opinionated, I’d start my 
own blog tomorrow. My 
fear is that it would ei-
ther take over my already 
busy life or, conversely, 
that I wouldn’t be able to 
maintain it with regular 
postings. For now, you’ll 
have to settle for one col-
umn a week.

the road that completely 
obscures oncoming traf-
fic to anyone attempting 
to turn east on Benjamin 
when traveling south on 
Kressler. This intersec-
tion is indeed a death-

trap, and now we have re-
surfaced this road which 
allows an even higher 
rate of speed on Kressler 
Road. 

To resurface this road, 
without addressing the 
danger at this intersec-
tion, is irresponsible. It 
leaves a person wonder-
ing just how Weimar Line 

rates reconstruction in 
the issue of safety, while 
this very dangerous in-
tersection of Kressler is 
ignored. Perhaps it will 
take some fatalities be-
fore something is done. I 
hope this will not be the 
case.

Joseph T. Doerner
Wellesley

Politicians like the 
taste of “temporary”

To the Editor,
I have a very simple 

question that I would 
like Woolwich council 
to answer: who do you 
think gave you the right 
to make decisions about 
new tax surcharges, such 
as our new “temporary” 
water tax soon to be 
called “temporary” sew-
er main construction? 

It is fact that the water 
surcharge was only tem-
porary as discussed in 
last week’s editorial (Ob-
server, Nov. 20/04. Now 
apparently local council 
is discussing the possi-
bility of continuing with 
the surcharge but now 
it will be used for sewer 
construction in Elmira. 
This is very similar to 
the situation regionally 
where our so-called tem-
porary surcharge for hos-
pital construction is now 
being contemplated for 
use of road construction 

and maintenance. Gov-
ernments have to learn to 
live within their current 
fiscal budgets. 

The irony is that once 
these “temporary” taxes 
are collected, local gov-
ernments seem to have 
a lot of money for other 
new initiatives, possibly 
the redesign of Centenni-
al Stadium in Kitchener. 
There seems to be a new 
opinion among new poli-
ticians that leaders lead 
and make choices, even 
unpopular choices, when 
the times are tough. Un-
fortunately times are not 
tough, they are pretty 
good. All-time low bor-
rowing rates for mortgag-
es and personal loans are 
the current norm. Well, 
these times will not last 
forever. What will people 
do when their mortgages 
and personal loans go up 
and they are saddled with 
a few hundred dollars of 
new taxes that are no lon-
ger “temporary?”

Fortunately I can afford 

to pay these new taxes, 
but there are many peo-
ple, especially the old, 
who live on meager Old 
Age Pensions who cannot 
afford to. 

If this pattern of new 
surcharges continues, 
the electorate needs to 
vote these politicians out 
of office. We cannot afford 
these people anymore. 

As voters, we expect 
our elected representa-
tives to micromanage our 
towns and cities, to fol-
low fiscally responsible 
budgets and to get out of 
private business initia-
tives. I wonder if our lo-
cal bureaucrats will have 
a response to my initial 
query? 

Probably not, because 
they are going to do 
whatever they want to, 
and then tell me “it was 
a tough decision – I may 
not like it, but in the end 
it was the right thing to 
do …”

Tom Loft
Conestogo

the government: it would 
be popular (McGuinty 
has done nothing in that 
vein since gaining of-
fice) and voters might be 
less put off when the gov-
ernment starts hitting 
them up for dozens of 
new and increased fees. 
Maybe they can’t count 
on the latter, but cutting 

Continued from page 8

EDITORIAL:
Insurance profits

premiums in half would 
certainly free up some 
cash in most people’s 
wallets – just take less 
than you’ve given back, 
and government coffers 
would be richer.

As well, insurance 
companies would surely 
thank the government 
for taking from them 
the burden of auto insur-
ance they so often com-
plain about. But perhaps 
not.
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Woolwich keeps its eye on provincial funding Putting first things second We’re going to Disneyland?

������������������������
��������������������
�������������������

��������������
������������

��������������
����������������

����������������������������������������������������������

������������
��������������

����

�������������������������
������������������
������������������
���������������������������

�����

���������������������

���������������������������
�������������
����������������������������
�������������������

������
���

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The path appears 
clear for Stem-
mler Meat and 

Cheese of Heidelberg 
to move a little to the 
west. Plans to rezone a 
portion of land at 3037 
Lobsinger Line from 
residential to commer-
cial drew no opposition 
during a public meeting 
Tuesday (Nov. 23).

As such, Wellesley 
council instructed 

Heidelberg store inches closer to big move
No opposition raising to Stemmler Meat and Cheese rezoning application

township staff to prepare 
the appropriate zoning 
bylaw to accommodate 
the change, which will be 
formally addressed at a 
future council meeting.

“I was quite pleased 
about that,” Kevin Stem-
mler said of the public 
response. “The local 
people have supported us 
extremely well.”

Faced with growing con-
sumer demand and chang-
ing industry regulations, 
Stemmler explained they 
have little choice but to 

relocate the business, 
which has called Forwell 
Plaza home for the past 
20 years.

The move, however, 
won’t be very far – just 
two properties west. 
Previously, Stemmler 
purchased land at 3031 
Lobsinger Line, which 
neighbours the prop-
erty proposed for re-
zoning. If the rezoning 
goes through, the com-
pany will purchase 3037 
Lobsinger Line from cur-
rent owner Country Lane 

Builders (1054515 Ontario 
Inc.) and combine the two 
addresses.

“We have to grow be-
cause we want to grow … 
and we have to accommo-
date the wastewater in 
a better fashion,” Stem-
mler explained, noting 
industry regulations are 
also expected to change 
the “flow of products” 
and other methodologies 
that would lessen the po-
tential for contamination 
of products.

If everything goes well, 

he’d like to break ground 
for a new structure in the 
spring, with opening to 
follow in late summer or 
early next fall.

Before construction can 
begin – assuming rezon-
ing approval is granted 
– there remains much 
work to be done. Not only 
will the building’s design 
have to move through 
the permit process, but a 
house at 3031 Lobsinger 
Line will have to be torn 
down.

A house on 3037 Lobsing-

er Line will remain 
standing. The house is 
currently rented out 
and will remain as such 
beyond the “near fu-
ture,” Stemmler stated.

Under a new, larger 
roof, the business 
would have room to ex-
pand its product lines, 
though the specifics 
have yet to be formally 
worked out, Stemmler 
said. The new struc-
ture will likely be be-
tween 4,000- and 5,000 
square feet.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It took about a year before 
Karen Gamble decided to 
put her education to work 
– at least professionally. 

Initially, the Conestogo wom-
an earned her certification as 
a personal fitness instructor 
because of a general interest 
in health. But in September, 
she decided the time was right 
to take her talents outside the 
realm of family and friends.

Thus was born Health Kicks.
“I’m really excited about 

working with people and help-
ing them feel better. There’s 
nothing worse than not having 
the energy to do something, 
particularly with your kids,” 
she told the Observer.

“A lot of people say that they 
don’t have the time to work out, 
or they don’t have the money to 
work out. Well, you’re going 
to have to make the time and 
make the money if you do end 
up getting sick in the future. 
The best way to keep yourself 
from getting sick is being fit 
and strong and eating healthy. 

Kicking health 
up a notch
Conestogo woman opens personal

fitness training service
“I’d say invest now and pre-

vent that from happening ver-
sus waiting until it happens.”

On a part-time basis – at least 
for now – she offers physical fit-
ness training and nutritional 
planning out of her home of-
fice/gym. However, she doesn’t 
insist clients make their way 
to her. Much of her equipment 
is compact and fits easily into 
her car.

“Just space is what we need. 
Everything that I use I can 
bring on the road. I’ve even 
met some [clients] in a park,” 
she said, noting the travelling 
equipment includes stability 
balls, resistance bands, adjust-
able weight sets, medicine balls 
and stackable steps, all things 
she would use during a session 
at her home.

Gamble is no stranger to fit-
ness training instruction. For 
15 years she was a volunteer 
instructor with the Mutual Life 
employee fitness program in 
Waterloo. But she stepped away 
from that work to be at home 
with her two boys – Jason, 7 and 
Jordan, 5 – and “to see what I re-
ally wanted to do.”

She also holds a weekly low-
impact program for the Con-
estogo Recreation Association 
out of Conestogo Public School. 
Running those classes, she 
added, is what convinced her 
to work toward her personal 
instruction certification in the 
first place.

“I always wanted to do that … 
I guess for my own knowledge. I 
really wanted to know what else 
the personal trainers know that 
I didn’t know already as a group 
fitness instructor. That’s really 
how it started,” she said. “I just 
kind of kept that in my back 
pocket until I decided that this 
is really what I wanted to do.”

With her youngest in kin-
dergarten this year, Gamble 
thought the time was right to 
begin putting her certification 
to work. Next year, when Jor-
dan’s at school full-time, she 
plans to dedicate more time to 
the venture.

And considering the plethora 
of attention focused on health 
issues as of late, there’s plenty 
of interest in the community 
and surrounding areas, she 
continued. Not only are peo-
ple looking to lose weight, but 
they’re interested in improving 
their flexibility and advancing 
their overall health.

“It’s not just for movie stars 

anymore,” she said of fitness 
training. “There is a lot of in-
terest in wellness now. I hope 
to capitalize on that … and 
make sure I’m in the forefront. 
There’s constant education and 
constant reading.”

While the bulk of clients so far 
have been women, she doesn’t 
intend to pigeonhole herself to 
one gender.

“I do have a couple I work 
with. It’s something they can 
do together and something 
they can encourage each oth-
er to do,” she said. “It’s just 
women tend to be more inter-
ested right now in what I’m 
doing.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

A few years in the making, Woolwich Township moved closer this week 
to securing provincial SuperBuild money for its ongoing inflow and infil-
tration projects. Council approved an agreement with Waterloo Region 
that should see some $230,000 in funding come its way.

With the return of wintery weather, snowbirds at least may take sol-
ace in the loonie’s 12-year high against the American dollar: earlier this 
week, our buck passed the 85-cent level. The Canadian dollar was one of 
many currencies benefitting from the slumping U.S. greenback.

Usually the extra storage comes after the house starts getting too full. In 
the case of a Heidelberg property owner, just the reverse will be true: Wool-
wich council this week passed a bylaw allowing Howard Huehn Ltd. to build 
an accessory building, with the house to follow by October, 2007.

A PERSONAL TOUCH  After years of group fitness instruction, Karen Gamble has added one-on-one training to her health-
boosting arsenal. The Conestogo woman recentely started Health Kicks, a personal fitness training service.
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Wellesley okays new park design Midgets fight to semifinals in Waterloo Tykes to share ice with Sugar Kings
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KYLE REA 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Gold, silver and bronze 
were the favoured colours 
of the Woolwich Wildcats 
last weekend (Nov. 19-21) 

as the major and minor Bantam 
squads and the major Peewee team 
walked away with first, second and 
third place finishes respectively at 

Easy as 1-2-3
Woolwich Wildcats take first, second and third wins out of weekend tournament

the annual Woolwich Weekend mi-
nor hockey tournament. 

The big winners for Woolwich 
were the major Bantams, who took 
home top honours after a 3-0 shut-
out victory against Bracebridge. 

“It was a hard-fought win. We 
played very disciplined and every 
player played well,” said coach 
Chad Buchan. “We just barely made 
it into the finals [though]. We had 

to fight pretty much through the 
whole thing, every single game.”

“It was nice to see the major 
Bantams go out with a champi-
onship trophy in their hands,” 
added tournament coordinator 
Val Martin. 

The Bantams qualified for the fi-
nals with a 1-1-1 record; the decid-
ing match, according to Buchan 

▼ See KEY page 15

KYLE REA

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F  

After hitting a patch of bad ice, it’s smooth 
skating again for the Wellesley Apple-
jacks: the cider-boys won back-to-back 
victories over Delhi and Port Dover last 

weekend (Nov. 20-21). The wins snapped a four-
game winless streak. They followed up with a tie 
against Hagersville Wednesday night. 

Wellesley showed they were still in the running 
for the league title, claiming a 2-0 shutout against 
the Port Dover Sailors on Sunday, and knocking 
the first-place Delhi Travellers down a peg with a 
6-5 victory Saturday. A fifth point came courtesy 
of the 5-5 draw with the Hawks.

“[Saturday] was a decent all-around effort. We 
had about two or three different times where 
we would have a lull for five minutes and Delhi 
showed why they’re in [first] place. They’d come 
right at us and score on their opportunities,” said 
Jacks coach Chip Seiling. “But we kept the pres-
sure on their defence and good things came of it. 
The boys bought into the system for almost a full 
60 tonight and that was a big part of it.”

For much of Saturday’s match, victory was not 
at all certain; after a flurry of scoring activity in 
the first period, Delhi held a 3-2 lead over the lo-
cal boys. The Travellers then created a seemingly 
insurmountable lead by scoring two quick goals 
halfway into the second frame. 

But Wellesley didn’t lie down and accept defeat; 

Applejacks 
juiced by a 
pair of wins

Wellesley victories in weekend 
match-ups end winless streak

▼ See JACKS page 14

Funding applications can now move forward, thanks to the Wellesley 
Recreation Committee’s endorsement of a new design for Huggy Bear 
Park in St. Clements. The new design – proposed by the Paradise and 
District Lions Club – includes expanded play and parking space.

While their comrades were fighting for ice dominance in Woolwich, the ma-
jor Midget Wildcats found success at the Waterloo Memorial Tournament. 
The local hockey squad made its way to the semifinal round, where they lost 
2-1 to Sarnia. In the end, Mississauga beat Sarnia 3-2 for the gold.

Patrons of the Elmira Sugar Kings home games Dec. 12 and 19 will get 
an added bonus. During intermission, the Woolwich Minor Hockey Tykes 
will be showcasing their skills. The young players are selling advance 
game tickets at the reduced price of $5.

FIRST WILL DO Woolwich Wildcat player Damien Parent faces down his Bracebridge rival in a faceoff during the championship matchup 
Sunday (Nov.21). The local squad emerged with a 3-0 victory.
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Preparing for the big chill that comes from scars on ice

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
NOVICE
NOV. 20
Woolwich 1 Acton 2
Goals: Ryan Schinker
Assists: Alex White, Wesley 
Martin

ATOM MAJOR
NOV. 15
Woolwich 2 Brampton 9
Goals: Ryan Ament (2)
Assists: Logan White, Weston 
Morlock, Jake Kernick, Alex 
Martin
NOV. 17
Woolwich 4 Guelph 4
Goals: Justin Neeb, Ryan 
Ament, Clinton Dechert, Patrick 
Quinn
Assists: Justin Neeb (2), 
Patrick Quinn, Jake Kernick
NOV. 21
Woolwich 5 Acton 3
Goals: Jake Kernick (2), Alex 
Martin, Jake Mitchell, Dalton 
Taylor
Assists: Ryan Ament (4), 
Logan White, Alex Martin

PEEWEE AE
NOV. 22
Woolwich 8 Orangeville 0
Goals: Josh Wade (2), Christian 
Calenda (2), Kyle Uttley (2), 
Dylan Price, Parker Baldin
Assists: Duncan Bossenbury 
(2), Luke Reinhart (2), Christian 
Calenda (2), Kyle Uttley, Zach 
Barriage, Parker Baldin

BANTAM MAJOR
NOV. 22
Woolwich 8 Dundas 1
Goals: Matt Horst (4), Cody 
Bates (2), Brock Shoemaker, 
Jarred Parent
Assists: Brock Shoemaker (3), 
Sean Jaworski (2), Mark Paisley 
(2), Dan Huber (2), Matt Horst, 
Brian Kron, Caleb Redekop, 
Damien Parent

BANTAM MINOR
NOV. 14
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 1
Goals: Ben Ahier, Robert 
Hinschberger
Assists: Caleb Redekop (2), 
Axl Schneider
NOV. 17
Woolwich 3 Guelph 2
Goals: Robert Hinschberger, 
Nick Roth, Caleb Redekop
Assists: Caleb Redekop, Alex 
Dunn, Mark Fackoury, Steve 

Clement, Luke Shantz

BANTAM LL
NOV. 19
Woolwich One 1 Ayr 3
Goals: Alex Zizzo
Assists: Jesse Reimer-Watts, 
Scott Kurtz

MIDGET MAJOR
WATERLOO TOURNAMENT
NOV. 19
Woolwich 2 Vaughan 2
Goals: Mark Vignault, Brandon 
Rilling
Assists: Eric Benesch, Josh 
Ahier
NOV. 20
Woolwich 3 Kitchener 0
Goals: Drew Barton, Brett 
VanGerwen, Mark Vignault
Assists: Brett VanGerwen, Josh 
Ahier, Eric Benesch, Eric Reid, 
Dustin Martin, Brandon Rilling
Woolwich 4 Aurora 3
Goals: Josh Ahier (2), Brett 
VanGerwen, Brandon Rilling
Assists: Matt Snyder, Chad 
Hepburn, Eric Reid, Drew Barton, 
Dustin Martin
NOV. 21
Woolwich 1 Sarnia 2
Goals: Dustin Martin
Assists: Drew Barton, Brandon 
Rilling

MIDGET MINOR
WATERLOO TOURNAMENT
NOV. 19
Woolwich 1 Flamborough 1
Goals: Jonathan MacIntyre
Assists: Kellen Bolger
Woolwich 0 Nepean 5
NOV. 20
Woolwich 2 Oshawa 0
Goals: Tyler Scott, Michael 
Dunn
Assists: Michael Dunn, Kellen 
Bolger, Brad Shantz, Mitchell 
Gelfand

MIDGET LL
NOV. 20
Woolwich 6 Tavistock 2
Goals: Andrew Schill (2), Phillip 
Martin, Scott Twynstra, Scott 
Hahn, Jeff Strenzke
Assists: Scott Hahn (2), Adam 
Zizzo (2), Derek Goetz, Tyler 
Morris, David Dorosa, Scott 
Stevens, Jeff Strenzke, Robbie 
Martin, Kerry Pekter
NOV. 22
Woolwich 8 New Hamburg 1
Goals: Justin Steubing (2), Jon 
Costello, Andrew Schill, Owen 
Lennox, Robbie Martin, Bryan 

Freeborn, David Darosa
Assists: Robbie Martin (2), 
Justin Steubing (2), Jon Costello, 
Derek Goetz, Scott Twynstra, 
David Darosa

WOOLWICH MINOR
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
NOV. 15
Woolwich 4 Cambridge White 0
Goals: Tori Martin, Lize 
Schuurmans, Emily Schuurmans, 
Kacie Martin
Assists: Jessica Townsend, 
Megan Lair, Emily Schuurmans, 
Corey Hinsperger, Lize 
Schuurmans, Cassandra Tuffnail, 
Breanna Michael, Emma 
Melitzer

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
NOV. 21
Twin Centre 4 Cambridge Black 
0
Goals: Amanda Rose, Monica 
D’Arcy, Carly Bender, Jessica 
Reitzel
Assists: Jillian Sebben (2), Erika 
Lebold, Samantha Haid

ATOM B
NOV. 17
Twin Centre 3 Mitchell 0
Goals: Natasha Runstedler, 
Alicia Koebel, Taylor Caldwell
Assists: Jennifer Norris, Alicia 
Koebel, Megan Bott, Amber 
Shewfelt
NOV. 21
Twin Centre 1 Lambeth 2
Goals: Taylor Caldwell
Assists: Alicia Koebel

ATOM LL
NOV. 17
Twin Centre 4 Waterloo One 4
Goals: Mackenzie Van Bargen 
(3), Nikki Aitcheson-Huehn
Assists: Mackenzie Van Bargen, 
Katie Misener

PEEWEE B
NOV. 21
Twin Centre 3 Ancaster 0
Goals: Hillary Neeb, Cassie 
Hergott, Laurie Reid
Assists: Stephanie Straus, 
Kailey Esbaugh, Emily Erb, 
Arielle Boughner, Shannon 
D’Arcy, Hillary Neeb

PEEWEE LL
NOV. 22
Twin Centre 0 Woolwich 4

BANTAM B
NOV. 20
Twin Centre 0 Lambeth 3

NOV. 21
Twin Centre 4 St. Thomas 2
Goals: Contessa Brenner, 
Melanie Freeman, Emma Greer, 
Sarah Runstedler
Assists: Sarah Runstedler (2), 
Jenna Voisin (2), Shelby Smit, 
Melanie Freeman

Bantam LL
NOV. 18
Twin Centre 0 Kitchener 0

MIDGET
NOV. 21
Twin Centre 1 Waterloo Three 0
Goals: Beth Brubacher
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
PETITE
NOV. 20
Woolwich 4 Mt. Forest 9
Goals: Jillian Schouppe (2), 
Natasha Jantzi, Amber Bauman
Assists: Shelley Shantz, Hailie 
Pavanel, Crystal Dorscht, 
Meghan Hovey

TWEEN
ELORA TOURNAMENT
NOV. 20
Woolwich 5 Guelph One 6
Goals: Cassy Ruppel (2), 
Amanda Poole, Meghan O’Hara, 
Michelle Lee
Assists: Michelle Conlon (3), 
Kassi Fritz
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 3
Goals: Meghan O’Hara (2), 
Michelle Lee, Michelle Conlon
Assists: Michelle Poole (2), 
Kassi Fritz (2), Amber Truax, 
Cassy Ruppel
Woolwich 2 Sunderland 7
Goals: Kassi Fritz, Michelle 
Conlon
Assists: Michelle Poole, 
Michelle Lee, Andrea Mitchell

JUNIOR
NOV. 17
Woolwich 5 Guelph 0
Goals: Gillian Primeau (2), 
Jenna Petker, Megan Lee, Steph 
Thomas
Assists: Jenna Petker (2), 
Tabatha Horst (2), Barb Huegle, 
April Hammell, Megan Lee
Alicia Brubacher recorded the 
shutout

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

First place was tan-
talizingly in their 
grasp, but it was not 

to be as the Elmira Sugar 
Kings fell just short with 
a 5-2 loss to Kitchener. 
Still, the team took half 
of the six points up for 
grabs during a three-
game stretch last week-
end.

The run saw the Kings 
take a win, an overtime 
loss and Sunday’s (Nov. 

Gazing at the 
brass ring

Kings come close in tight battle for top spot
21) defeat for three points, 
putting the lads in fourth 
spot, close behind the 
Kitchener Dutchmen, in 
the Mid-Western Junior 
B league. 

“A win [Sunday] would 
have tied us for first 
place. We’re obviously 
disappointed,” said 
coach John East. “[The 
boys] are down and they 
wanted to win … this is a 
team we’ve beaten twice 
already this year and we 
wanted to win.” Scoring 
season opened early dur-

ing Sunday’s match when 
Dutchmen player Stephen 
Wheeler found the twine 
to put Kitchener up 1-0; 
Andrew Coburn evened 
things up for the Kings 
at 13:17 when he beat net-
minder Mark Packwood 
to make it 1-1.

The second period saw 
plenty of penalty-box 
time for both squads: 
Kitchener received seven 
and Elmira six power 
play opportunities, but 
the Dutchmen proved 

▼ See KINGS page 14

KYLE REA

Just the other day I was 
relaxing in my living 
room, thinking pleas-

ant thoughts of ice fishing 
– of those centred around 
being too busy to go. 

“But there’s not even ice 
on the lakes yet,” my wife 
pleaded. “Get up, it’s not 
healthy for the kids to see 
you whimpering in the fe-
tal position.”

True, there wasn’t ice 
on the lakes yet, but any 
seasoned outdoorsman 
knows that this is exactly 
how it starts.  One day 
you’re thinking about tak-
ing your canoe and a fish-
ing rod to your favourite 
fishing hole, the next day, 
unless you’re one of those 
“observant types,” you 

break several paddles on 
pack ice. 

Of course, not everyone 
views the ice as a bad thing. 
Canoe paddle manufactur-
ers, for instance, love it.

Even many outdoorsmen 
regard first ice as the most 
wonderful time of the year. 
For the most part though, 
these are the guys who are 
horrible at backing up a 
boat trailer.

Personally, I view the be-
ginning of ice fishing sea-
son with mixed emotions. 
It’s not that I don’t love 
ice fishing, because, Lord 
knows, I do. It’s more like 
I cherish my own health 
and safety more. 

Last year, for instance, 
I suffered a multitude of 

fearful ice fishing related 
injuries and illnesses. 
A partial list includes 
hooked hand, nicked 
thumb, twisted ankle, 
tennis elbow, sore back, 
twisted tailbone, snow 
blindness, Asian flu, dis-
located plumber’s crack, 
separated cerebral lobes, 
frostbite, several un-
named blue parts, partial 
hair loss, dental plaque, 
the heartbreak of psoria-
sis as well as Ich. I also 
developed a severe case 
of Stockholm syndrome 

from spending too much 
time in an ice shack with 
a dozen sucker minnows.

Unfortunately, it got even 
worse after the season 
started.

The point is, an outdoor-
sman must be physically 
and mentally prepared if 
he’s going to spend any 
time at all in a fish hut. 
And what are the odds of 
that? 

Let’s face it, sitting on 
a bucket and jigging for 
fish takes athletic abil-
ity that would make most 
Olympians blush. Why the 
mere act of untwisting a 
thermos lid can be enough 
to put inexperienced ice 
anglers in traction. That’s 
because few people com-
pensate for the 40 layers of 

clothes they’re wearing.
And there are other 

equally dangerous aspects. 
The mere act of stepping 
into an ice hut, for exam-
ple, can only be described 
as a deadly ballet. Yet, to 
the cultured angler, this 
choreographed act is also 
as heart-warming as a fart 
in a wetsuit. It begins with 
the joy and wonder that 
shows beneath the angler’s 
toque when he finally re-
alizes that he has finally 
found his hut. Quickly, 
however, this turns to trag-
edy when his approach is 
hindered by two separate-
ly drilled auger holes that 
he has managed to fill with 
one boot each. Soon, in a 
beautiful display of flex-
ibility, he finds his crotch 
touching the ice, and he 
finally understands what 
really short Eskimos feel 
each and every day of their 
lives. 

He manages to free him-

self and slides over to the 
hut slipping several times 
along the way. Then comes 
the fumble for the keys, 
in which he accidentally 
works his lighter, thereby 
igniting 37 of the 40 layers, 
but at least he is warm. A 
quick, stop, drop, and roll 
finds him once again with 
one boot in each hole.

Within the hour he’s man-
aged to find the key and, in 
his eagerness to get in the 
hut, he smacks his head 
on the door frame, several 
times. After this, he starts 
the heater and must begin 
the painful, yet athletic act 
of removing all those un-
necessary layers of cloth-
ing. Hours later, after fi-
nally accomplishing this, 
his heater cuts out. There’s 
more but I can’t type very 
well from this fetal posi-
tion ...

Yes, when you think 
about it, the whole sport is 
actually quite chilling.

STOP TOUCHING ME! Kings captain Ken Dunn struggles to get away from Dutchmen player Mike 
Saunders during a home-game Nov. 21. Kitchener came out on top of the 5-2 score.
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skating with the man ad-
vantage, Scott Hustwitt 
put one past Travellers 
goalie Matt Herdry to 
make it 5-3 at 8:57. Less 
than 10 seconds later, 
Shawn Hannermann sent 
a blistering shot past the 

Continued from page 12

Jacks turn it around as they move up in league standings
beleaguered Delhi net-
minder. The Jacks would 
answer once more during 
the second at 7:22 when a 
blue-line bullet from Ryan 
Gerber found the mesh to 
even things up at 5-5. 

“That showed that they 
have a little bit of heart. We 

didn’t allow ourselves to 
get back into that slump,” 
said Seiling. “The boys 
decided ‘tonight we’re not 
going to fall back into [a] 
lull’ and came right back 
at them and kept their en-
ergy up.”

In the third period, 

Jacks player Blake Mar-
tin scored what would 
prove to be the winner 
at 8:44. The Travellers 
tried to even the score by 
pouring on the pressure, 
but instead of goals, they 
earned seven trips to the 
penalty box, two of which 
came with less than two 
minutes remaining in the 
game. 

The Delhi team was not 
pleased by the call; on 
their way to the dressing 
room, Travellers players 
could be heard cursing 
and complaining about 
the officiating.

“If I thought that I was 
going to play with four 
guys all night, I would 
have only put [four] guys 
on the ice,” said Delhi 
coach Ron Coleman, who 
was given a game miscon-
duct in the dying minutes 
of the third, after his team 
was penalized. “I know 
this is a physical game, 
but one team doesn’t take 
[a bunch of] penalties and 
the other team take one. 
… The referee makes as 
many mistakes as our 
players do, unfortunately 
we take the loss. [Welles-
ley] is a very good team 

and you can’t play five-
on-four [against them] let 
alone five against three,” 
he said. 

The winning week was a 
welcome break for the Ap-
plejacks, after losing three 
and tying one game out of 
their past four match ups, 
putting them in ninth 
place in the league. 

The Jacks hoped to move 
up in the standings in 
a game last night (Nov. 
26) against Langton. Re-
sults were not available 
at press time. Wellesley 
hosts Tavistock tomor-
row (Nov.28) at 4 p.m. 

more successful on 
their man-advantages, 
netting three goals to 
Elmira’s one. By the end 
of the second, Kitchener 
was up 4-2.

Elmira kept up the 
pressure, but was un-
able to stop Kitchener, 
who would nab another 
goal at 7:01 in the frame 
for a final score of 5-2.  

“We were in the game 
for about the first six or 
seven minutes. I thought 
we played well and then 
we had a string of three 
or four bad penalties in 
the second period that 
cost us,” said East.

Kitchener coach Ken 
Galerno said they used 
Elmira’s weekend 
schedule against them 
during Sunday’s match.

“We knew they were 
coming off three games, 
so we knew they were a 
little tired. They came 
off two tough games be-
fore us, so we thought 
if we could press them 
… we might get control 
of the game,” he said.. 
“It was just a matter 
of getting pucks to the 
point. Their goaltender 
has a habit of giving up 

Continued from page 12

Kings within range of first

rebounds, we knew that, 
so we wanted to press 
them and get the puck 
from our point to their 
net. And I thought we did 
that pretty well.” 

Sunday’s match 
marked the third time 
in as many nights that 
the Kings had been in 
action, beginning in 
Stratford last Friday 
(Nov.19). Elmira won 
that contest 5-3, but were 
handed a 5-4 overtime 
loss against the Cam-
bridge Winterhawks 
Saturday (Nov.20). 

“We got three out of six 
points [last] weekend. 
We’re still pleased with 
it,” said East. “[That 
was] the hardest week-
end we’ve had so far. It 
[was] our first three-
game weekend and we 
played three of the top 
teams in the league 
and we came out with a 
split.” 

The Kings continue on 
their quest for top spot 
when they host Oran-
geville tomorrow night 
(Nov.28). Game time is 
7 p.m.

KYLE REA

KYLE REA

HERE, HAVE A SEAT King Brock Zinken scrambles to get back onto 
his feet after being checked by Kitchener’s Derek Douglas Nov. 21. 

TRYING TO STICK IT TO WELLESLEY The Jacks’ Shane Cicchine tries to get past Delhi players who 
swarm around him as he chases the puck in front of the Travellers’ net. The Jacks edged out their rivals by 
a single goal for a 6-5 win. 
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TOURNAMENTBOARD
WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
WOOLWICH WEEKEND
TOURNAMENT SCORES

MAJOR PEEWEE
NOV.19
Woolwich 3 SSE London 2
NOV.20
E. Gwillimbury 2 Woolwich 1
Woolwich 3 Valley East  3
NOV. 21
CONSOLATION FINALS
Woolwich 3  Bracebridge  0

MINOR BANTAM
NOV. 20
Woolwich 4   St. Thomas 3
Goals: Brent Goetz (2), Stevie 
Clement, Robert Hinschberger
Assists: Ben Ahier, Alex Dunn, 
Mark Fackoury
Woolwich 3    Mississauga 2
Goals: Nick Roth (2), Alex 
Dunn
Assists:  Robert Hinschberger
NOV.21
Woodstock 1   Woolwich 4
Goals: Nick Roth, Caleb 
Redekop, Robert Hinschberger, 

Ben Ahier
Assists: Axl Schneider, 
Ben Ahier, Nick Roth, Caleb 
Redekop
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
St. Thomas 3    Woolwich 0 

MAJOR BANTAM
NOV. 20
Woolwich 1   Whitby 4
Goal: Matt Horst
Assists: Brock Shoemaker
Sarnia 0   Woolwich 1
Goal: Mike Moggy
Assists: Mark Paisley, Matt 

Horst
NOV. 21
Woolwich 3   Lasalle 3
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Mike 
Moggy
Assists: Cody Bates, Peter 
Menary, Mark Paisley, Jarred 
Parent, Cody Bates
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
Bracebridge 0   Woolwich 3
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Cody 
Bates
Assists: Damien Parent (2), 
Sean Jaworski, Matt Horst, 
Brian Kron, Brock Shoemaker

was their game versus 
Sarnia last Saturday 
(Nov.20). 

“[That was] the turning 
point … it, and the final, 
were probably our key 
games.”

They took a 1-0 victory 
and were soon off to the 
championships. 

“This team last year  
lost in the finals,” said 
Buchan, adding he feels 
vindicated in claiming 
Sunday’s victory. 

“I’m kind of speechless. 
This is the first thing 
we’ve won in a long time. 
It was a good team ef-
fort,” said player Jarred 
Parent after Sunday’s 
championship match. 
The Wildcat was named 
tournament MVP for his 
efforts.

Despite a weekend filled 
with hockey, Parent said 
he wasn’t too tired. “It’ll 
kick in tonight though. 
It’s just so awesome that 
we won right now.”

The minor Bantam 
team, meanwhile, won 
all three of their games 

Key game in final gives title to Wildcats
Continued from page 12 in regular tournament 

play, but ran up against 
tough competition dur-
ing the championship 
game. They lost 3-0 to the 
St. Thomas Junior Stars 
and settled for second 
place. 

Although the major Pee-
wees had a record of 1-1-1, 
they didn’t quite make it 
into the championship fi-
nals. But this didn’t stop 
them from trouncing 
Bracebridge 3-0 in the 
consulation finals to take 
home the bronze. 

“I feel good about how 
they did. From what 
I’ve heard in past years 
from parents is that they 
haven’t been able to win 
the big game. And that 
was kind of a big game 
situation. I let them play 
the way they wanted to 
play, and  they came out 
big,” said coach Mark 
Wagner, who added that 
they just barely missed 
going to the finals. 

“The only reason we got 
put out in the consola-
tion match is a team that 
didn’t make it at all beat 

us. We had a bad game 
and we paid for it.”

Hespeler would end up 
winning the champion-
ship on the major Peewee 
side. 

The only Woolwich 
team that didn’t play in 
the finals was the minor 
Peewees, who had a 1-2 
record and didn’t qualify. 
The team from Kitchener 
won the tournament, 
with North London win-
ning second. 

Organizers were quite 
pleased by how the tour-
nament turned out. 

“Things ran quite 
smoothly. Our commit-
tee members got a lot of 
compliments about how 
well organized the event 
was,” said Val Martin. 
“[And] the kids liked the 
grab bags they received,” 

“Val and her team of vol-
unteers did an incredible 
job,” added Rob Smyth, 
president of Woolwich 
Minor Hockey. “It was 
great hockey and a lot 
of people were there. A 
great tournament over-
all.”

BACK OFF Players from Bracebridge protect their goalie as Damien Parent of the Woolwich Wildcats major 
Bantam squad gets a little too close for comfort during Sunday’s championship final. 

WINNERS ALL AROUND The Woolwich Wildcats, winners of the Weekend major Bantam division 
tournament  last weekend (Nov.19-21). Front row (from left): Matt Shantz, Ben Thomson. Second row: 
Mike Moggy, Pete Morlock, Cody Bates, Matt Horst, Jarred Parent, Sean Jaworski. Third row: Jordan Neeb, 
Brian Kron, Mark Paisley, Scott Connolly, Pete Menary Fourth row: Geoff Gordon, Jamie Neeb, Mark Er, 
Brock Shoemaker, Damien Parent, Chad Buchan. PHOTOS: KYLE REA
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Making a list, checking it twice
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ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

SEE US FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF TOYS, BOOKS & CLOTHING!
NOW SHOP ONLINE FROM HOME AT:

www.elmirafarmservice.com

WITH THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

ERTL
RIDING TOY
(REG: $599.99)
$499.99

SPECIAL
CHRISTMAS
PRICING

TBEK35045

Just enough 
time to make 

your New 
Year wine!

 Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira   TEL: 669-0790/0799
(Now located in the former Goliger’s Travel in downtown Elmira)

Don’t be caught 
empty handed - make 
30 bottles of Rich Red

Shiraz for only

$105

���
�������������������������
���������

�������
������������

�������������

�������

(This is a saving of $22 per batch 
over K-W, Guelph and Elora prices)
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578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Woolwich rin-
gette team learned 
there’s no place like 

home in their current ‘C’ 
division, after tying for 
second place with simi-
larly tiered teams at the 
Elora-Fergus Tweens 
ringette tournament last 
weekend (Nov. 22). 

The local squad origi-
nally went to the tourna-
ment to see if they could 
play up a level at the more 
competitive ‘B’ division. 
But after being downed 
7-2 by Sunderland – their 
sole ‘B’ division competi-
tors – team officials say 
they’re content where 
they are for now. 

“We thought we’d see 
how we matched-up 
against the ‘B’ teams 
– we obviously had no 
chance of touching them 
with their strength and 
the skating skills,” said 
coach Brenda Poole. “So 
we’re probably going 
to stay where we are … 
[and] being in a three 
way tie with the other 
‘C’ teams means finding 
out we’re in the right cat-
egory.” 

The team went 1-2 at 
the Tween tournament, 
chocking up a 4-3 win 
over Owen Sound, a 6-5 

Ringette squad finds its way home
Woolwich team decides ‘C’ division is the right place after Tween tournament

loss to Guelph along with 
their defeat at the hands 
of Sunderland. 

After their three games, 
the Woolwich squad 
found themselves in a 
tie with Guelph One and 
Owen Sound for second 
place. 

“The second place 
teams then played off for 

the consolation champi-
onship and that is where 
the three-way tie came 
in. We weren’t able to ad-
vance because somebody 
out of three had to ad-
vance and it just wasn’t 
us,” said Poole.

“The girls were happy. 
Other than the game we 
played against [Sunder-

land] … we never lost 
a game by more than a 
one-goal spread. I think 
it was a really good chal-
lenge for the girls and it 
gives us an opportunity 
to see where we can work 
on their skills, too, as 
coaches.”

Guelph One would end 
up winning the tourna-

ment by defeating the 
Guelph Two squad in the  
division finals by a score 
of 5-4. 

Poole added that the 
Tween squad still has a 
chance to move up to the 
‘B’ division in December. 

“Once we’re at the half-
way point in December, 
we compare ourselves to 

the North Waterloo league 
based on all of the game 
scores that come in. 

“They place the local 
teams into the [division] 
where they are most 
competitive … so based 
on our game scores we 
may be moved to the next 
level after Christmas as 
well.”

HOME, SWEEP HOME

RICHARD VIVIAN

ROCKIN’ THE BONSPIEL Twenty teams from the Elmira Curling Club challenged 100 others this 
week during the 38th annual Clarica Bonspiel, which wraps up today. On Wednesday evening, Loren 
MacKinnon’s team – including Jim Diziel (left), Gerry Hahn (centre) and Reg Weber (right) – claimed 
victory over Debby Martin’s squad from Arthur at the Elmira club. With the bonspiel ongoing as of press 
time, it was unknown if any local teams will be competing in the finals today at the Galt Curling Club.

THE RING OF COMPETITION Woolwich’s Michelle Conlon (left photo) fends off a gaggle of Sunderland players trying to take away her ring. Michelle Poole (right photo) holds back 
another player from Sunderland as her teammates charge toward the net. Sunderland won 7-2 over the Woolwich squad at the Elora-Fergus Tweens ringette tournament Nov.20. 

PHOTOS: KYLE REA
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WOOLWICH & AREA
Christmas Goodwill Program

Sponsored by:
Woolwich Community Services
Sponsors needed to buy gifts for a 

single child or an entire family or dona-
tions of cash, new toys, and clothing or 

volunteer manpower.

DROP OFF DONATIONS 
AT OUR OFFICE
Monday to Friday 9-5

 669-5139 
If you are aware of families or individuals 

who could benefit from this program, 
please have them notify us. 

All donors and recipients remain anonymous.

This ad sponsored by:
This ad sponsored by:

Bridgeland Terminals
35 Oriole Pkwy E.
Elmira  669-1588 

669-5453/1-800-265-6188

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Think one time through 
the ‘70s was enough? 
Ticked off you finally 
pitched the last of the 

polyester just as it came back 
in style? Add Paul Brandt to 
the list of culprits making sure 
everything old is in fact new 
again – whether you like it or 
not.

From Starsky and Hutch to 
Mamma Mia, the seventies 
are here again. And, along 
with Paris Hilton, Brandt is 
doing his part to push a vener-
able fashion staple – no, not the 
white three-piece suit, but the 
trucker cap. Courtesy of his re-
make of C.W. McCall’s 1975 hit 
“Convoy,” we’re all good bud-
dies once again, 10-4.

The Calgary-born country 
star will be rollin’ his trucks 
into Kitchener’s Centre in the 
Square for an evening perfor-
mance Dec. 5.

The song has proven a hit one 
more time, gaining extensive 
airplay and driving Brandt’s 
latest disc, This Time Around, 
released on his own Brand ‘T’ 
label.

Out to see a movie with his 
wife Liz, the 32-year-old sing-
er-songwriter heard “Convoy” 
playing on Movie Tunes, an in-
theatre radio station program-
ming songs from old movies.

“All of a sudden I hear ‘Break-

Convoy has Brandt on a roll
Canadian country music star to perform at Kitchener’s Centre in the Square

er One-Nine, this here’s the 
Rubber Duck,’ and it just took 
me back – I could actually see 
my dad plugging in the eight-
track tape. He would sing it 
around the house all the time 
when we were growing up,” 
Brandt said in a telephone in-
terview this week.

His wife, who had never heard 
it before, convinced him he’d 
be the perfect voice to redo the 
song.

Obviously, fans agreed: 
Brandt now routinely finds 
himself showered with rubber 
ducks as he plays “Convoy” in 
concert.

The airplay, both in Canada 
and south of the border, has 
put Brandt back in the spot-
light – even at his relatively 
young age, he’s been around 
long enough to see the cyclical 
nature of the country music 
business.

“I really feel like I’ve had the 
opportunity to go through a 
cycle – everything has its ups 
and downs. When I started in 
country music, all you had to 
be able to do was to sing a little 
bit and if you were a young, 
male country artist and wore 
a cowboy hat, you’d get a gold 
record. It was crazy in country 
music at that time.”

Then, country music seemed 
to hit its peak and drop off a bit, 
just as the Internet music phe-
nomenon hit and completely 
disrupted the industry.

“Lately I’ve seen that coun-
try music has started to take 
an upswing again – people are 

getting really interested in it,” 
noted Brandt, who’s currently 
playing to all kinds of people 

on an extensive tour that start-
ed in Saskatchewan back in 
October.

The most-awarded male coun-
try performer in Canadian his-
tory – 12 Canadian Country 
Music Awards and six Junos, 
among others – Brandt already 
has a loyal fan base. With the 
success of “Convoy,” he’s seeing 
an even more varied group.

“I see the most mixed audi-
ence than I’ve ever been at 
when I’m looking out at the au-
dience right now, and I think 
‘Convoy’ is a big part of that 
– people respond to that song, 
there’s something fun and 
goofy and camp.”

Based in Nashville for the 
past decade, Brandt is always 
happy to play to Canadian au-
diences.

“It’s always been really great 
for me here in Canada. There’s 
always been a great reception – 
people have been supportive of 
me right from the beginning.”

Touring with a five-piece 
band, his current show covers 
Brandt’s full range of sounds, 
from rockin’ tunes to acousti-
cal pieces. The whole crew – in-
cluding opening act Deric Rut-
tan – rolls on in to the Centre 
in the Square at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
5. The show is sold out, but a 
few tickets ($29.50-$35) may 
still be available at the Centre 
in the Square box office – call 
578-1570 or online at www.cen-
tre-square.com.

741-0770
234 King St. S., Wloo.
www.gotravelplus.com

Music Alive Choral Organization

Classically Christmas 
Alfred Kunz, Artistic Director/Conductor

Adult, Youth and Children’s Choirs
Krystyna Higgins-Piano, Rodney Jantzi-Organ
Ted Sherk-Bass, Brandon Valdivia-Percussion

Michael W. Higgins-Announcer

Saturday, December 4, 2004 
Benton Street Baptist, Kitchener, 7:30 PM
Adults $15, Children $8, Family of Four $40 

Information
Phone/Fax: 662-3291, Email: kunzmusc@sentex.net

Website: www.kunzmusic.ca/Choir Associations

Long before today’s boy bands, there were plenty of wannabees: For-
ever Plaid, playing Dec. 1 at The Centre in the Square, looks at the comical 
aspirations of four 1950s would-be crooners. A crowd favourite, the play 
hits the stage at 8 p.m. Call 578-1570; www.centre-square.com.

He’s definitely got the funk and, for a night at least, so can you when you 
check out James Brown at The Centre in the Square Nov. 30. The Godfather 
of Soul, he’s amassed 98 entries on Billboard’s top 40 R&B singles charts, a 
record unsurpassed by any other artist. Call 578-1570.

The Christmas countdown moves into high gear next week as December 
rolls in. To get in the spirit, try catching the Twin City Harmonizers, includ-
ing some local voices, as they present “Christmas Traditions” Dec. 4, 8 
p.m., at Country Hills Missionary Church in Kitchener. Call 886-3932.

10-4 Calgary’s Paul Brandt, Canada’s most awarded male country music star, may prefer 
cowboy hats to leisure suits, but he’s doing his part for the ‘70s revival with plenty of 
airplay of his remake of “Convoy.” He plays The Centre in the Square Dec. 5.

www.woolwichobserver.com

WOOLWICH OBSERVER

ELMIRA INDEPENDENT

67% (15,500 readers)

24% (5,600 readers)

*Ask your sales rep for a more 
complete Combase Report.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After you’ve taken 
the kids to see San-
ta at the mall, you 

might want to drop ‘em 
off at home and undergo 
a little holiday therapy 
in the form of The San-
taLand Diaries. Set to 
hit The Church Theatre 
in St. Jacobs next week, 
the play by Next Level 
Theatre takes an, oh, 
untraditional look at the 
season of giving.

Take heed of the “leave 
the kids at home” mes-
sage: this irreverent, 
sometimes caustic look 
at Christmas is definitely 
not a family affair. Fun-
ny? Yes. Disney? No.

Based on David Sedar-
is’ acclaimed National 
Public Radio (NPR) piece 
– and the resultant best-
selling book Holidays on 
Ice – The SantaLand Dia-
ries look at the yuletide 
season through the jaded 
eyes of Santa’s little help-
ers. In fact, the comedy is 
edgier because it chroni-
cles Sedaris’ real experi-
ence as an elf at Macy’s 
department store.

That this look at the 
commercialization of 
Christmas is to be staged 
in a former church may 
heighten the irony.

For NLT artistic direc-
tor Will Kernohan, the 
play is an appropriate 
counterbalance to what 
the holidays have become 
for most of us: visions of 
sugarplums pressed up 
against the urge to ram-
page through the shop-
ping centre.

“It’s a great play, very 
funny, sarcastic and ir-
reverent – just the per-
fect antidote to the forced 
merriment of the sea-
son,” he explained, not-
ing he was immediately 
taken by Sedaris’ story 
when it aired on NPR. 
“I heard that, and it was 
just absolutely stunning-
ly funny, and irreverent 
– something that I had 
never heard of at Christ-
mastime. Instantly I was 
drawn to it, as I’m not a 
very good mall shopper 
to begin with.”

As Crumpet the Elf, 
Kernohan portrays a 
young writer struggling 
to pay his rent forced to 
accept a job at Macy’s as 
an elf. Sometimes finding 
himself in humiliating 
situations – dealing with 
obnoxious customers, 
the pains of elf training, 
and an overlord in the 
form of Santa – Crumpet 
fights back with his only 
weapon: wit. Joined by 
seven other disgruntled 
elves, Crumpet proceeds 
to knock the stuffing out 
of the whimsical notion 
of Christmas.

In doing so, the cast is 
wreaking the revenge 
few mall workers ever 
achieve.

“It’s based on a true 
story – so it is an accu-
rate depiction of what 
happened at Macy’s San-
taland – we’re living out 
the wildest dreams of ev-
ery retail employee.”

In this elf-gone-bad 
story, not only do the de-
partment store workers 
vent their frustrations, 
so do we: by laughing 

at what can be a very 
stressful time of year. 
Much of SantaLand’s 
humour comes from the 
familiar situations with 
which most of us can 
identify. It’s a little laugh 
break just when we need 
it most.

“We’re trying to prepare 
them for their inevitable 
descent into the mall,” 
laughed Kernohan.

Given that this is a 
Christmas story, watch 
for a few scenes in keep-
ing with the season, he 
added.

“The genius of the writ-
ing is that there are a few 
really touching moments 
– he (Sedaris) manages 
to pull a real interesting 
perspective on ‘the true 
Christmas story.’ But it 
is intermingled with the 
mass hysteria that only a 
commercialized culture 
can provide.”

Don’t, however, plan on 
a heartstring-tugging 
end to the play – “there’s 
a redeeming moment, 
but then reality always 
comes crashing back.”

In reality, there is some-
thing of the season of 
giving in this play: it’s a 
fundraiser, with $5 from 
each ticket sold going to 
the Waterloo Public Li-
brary to assist with pub-
lic programs. 

The SantaLand Diaries 
run Dec. 2-4 at The Church 
Theatre, with show times 
at 8 p.m. nightly. Tickets 
are $25, available at The 
Centre in the Square box 
office in Kitchener, or by 
phoning 1-800-265-8977 
or online at www.centre-
square.com.

Bracing for 
Christmas present

The SantaLand Diaries record a tale 
outside the Hollywood bubble

BAD ELF Will Kernohan is the thoroughly disgruntled Crumpet the Elf in Next Level Theatre’s production of 
The SantaLand Diaries, a not-for-the-kiddies comical look at the season playing next week in St. Jacobs.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$6.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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TIME TO MAKE YOUR LIST AND CHECK IT TWICE... 
THEN GET STARTED WITH LOCAL HOLIDAY DEALS.

SEE
CHRISTMAS

FEATURE
PAGES 16-17

CHECK OUT FRESH CONTENT, UPDATED WEEKLY 
online at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S A N G H A A N E M I A P A S
P R E W A R H U M E R I A R P
A C C E L E R O M E T E R P E A
T E R N E E Y E R H O U N D
E D O S P A N A N O V A T E

M A T U R E L O U S E
C H A R S E L F D E S T R U C T
I O N I C D U O S E E N E E
V O C A L L E K S E P T A
I C E U S A H E P S C R U M
C H R I S T I A N E R A H I S S

S T Y L E P A R S O N
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S O R E R I M P S A D A G E
U R I I R R E P R E S S I B L E
A I M N A U S E A E M B L E M
L A P G E N T L Y A S S E S S

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUCTION AUCTION

SALE OF SURPLUS
SCHOOL BUILDING AND SITE

For Sale by Tender

Kathi Smith
Chairperson of the Board

  Bill Gerth
Director of Education

Empowering life-long learners who strive for excellence in a changing world.

The Waterloo Region District School Board is accepting offers for 
the purchase of

Winterbourne Public School
28 Katherine St. South, Twp. Woolwich 

Approximately 6.38 acres
until 2:00:00 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2004

Tender packages including a Form of Offer are available from
Purchasing Services

2nd Floor of Building #2
51 Ardelt Avenue, Kitchener, ON N2C 2R5

For additional information please contact, Ron Neatby, Purchasing 
Manager 519-570-0003 ext. 4318 or ron_neatby@wrdsb.on.ca
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BUILDING     
FOR SALE

BUILDING     
FOR SALE

BUILDING     
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Sitter Wanted In Winter-
bourne, for girls eight & ten, 
Monday - Thursdays 8p.m. 
- 11:30 p.m. starting Thurs. 
Dec. 2 ending Thursday 
Dec. 23. Must have own ve-
hicle. Call 664-1263.

TRAINING &   
LESSONS

Tutor Available. University 
graduate will tutor subjects at 
secondary and elementary 
levels. Previous tutoring ex-
perience. Contact Kyl Chhat-
wal, kylchhatwal@hotmail.
com, 669-2938.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter Wanted. Two 
girls, 7 and 9, after school 
3-5 p.m. Monday to Thurs-
day only. Summer 8:15 - 5, 
excluding holidays. Call 
669-0161.

FOR SALE

1960 Massey Ferguson 65 
diesel tractor with cab and 
loader. Power steering,new 
rear rims with loaded tires. 
Also have studded chains for 
sale. $6000.00 o.b.o. Call 
669-2015 or 669-2821.

Colorado Blue  Spruce. 3-
10 ft, $5 per foot. To dig with 
machine $10 per tree.  Dig 
your own. 846-0518.

FOR SALE

Beat The Price Increase 
announced by all appliance 
manufacturers! Shop now 
for the lowest prices on 
fridges, stoves, freezers, 
washers, dryers, dishwash-
ers. Walters Appliances, 
669-2007.

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

Freezers, Freezers. Beat 
the January manufacturers’ 
price increase, shop now 
for lowest prices!! Woods. 
Some seconds available. 
Walters Appliances 669-
2007.

Sell it where more people 
read, in Woolwich & Welles-
ley’s #1 source for news 
- Woolwich Observer!

Potatoes - Red, 75lbs 
$8.00. Yellow, $8 for 50lbs. 
Yellow cooking onions. Solo-
mon Martin, 664-1471. 1183 
Northfield Dr.(Conestogo 
area).

Truck Cap, 75” x 60” on 
Nissan King Cab), sliding 
windows, new lock, great 
shape, $250. (519) 669-
8595.
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ACROSS 
1. Territory of  ancient 
Athens
7. Painful joint inju-
ry caused by sudden 
wrenching
13. Space above the 
ground
16. African republic on 
the Red Sea
17. Degree recipient
18. The common people 
or “___ polloi”
19. Incorporating with-
in oneself
21. A metal-bearing 
mineral
22. Went out together
23. Closely confined or 
shut up
24. Shack
26. A Hebrew judge
27. Gandalf  actor (first 
name)
29. Young goat
31. Imprint on the sole 
of  a shoe
32. A lay brother in a 
monastery
35. Having an irregular-
ly notched margin
37. Protagonist
39. Chief  attendandant
44. Starches resembling 
sago obtained from 
cuckoopint root
46. Sixth notes of  a ma-
jor scale
47. Chinese imperial 
dynasty
48. National American 
newspaper ___ Today
49. Essential to main-
tain human life (Latin)

50. Flower arrangement 
in circular band
52. Truths
54. The tenth month
55. A unit of  length of  
thread
58. Slang word for 
“afro”
60. Puffs
61. Head of  a body of  
employees (freq. govern-
mental)
65. Fiddled while Rome 
burned
66. Roofed patio
67. An acute disease 
characterized by fever 
and pneumonia (trans-
mitted from the rick-
ettsia)
69. Easter flower
72. Registered Nursing 
Association (accro)
74. Between northeast 
and east
75. The power to move 
objects with your mind
78. Real estate broker 
hires an ___
79. _____-Ude, capital 
city of  Buryatiya, Rus-
sia
81. Medium of  commu-
nication
83. In or of  the month 
preceding the pres-
ent one
84. Formal termina-
tions
88. Short for a docu-
ment
89. Tidier
90. Shrink
91. Fifth note of  any 

musical scale
92. Done for (slang)
93. SW English city - ad-
ministrative centre of  
Devon (university)
DOWN 
1. Actors line spoken to 
audience, not for others 
on stage
2. Variations in pitch to 
distinguish meaning
3. Quirky sounding ice 
cream flavour
4. ___ fixe or also called 
fixed idea
5. Opening into stomach 
connected to the esoph-
agus
6. Annual abbreviation
7. Cheaper than normal
8. Plucking sound
9. Metal more corroded
10. French word for 
friend
11. A hotel providing 
overnight lodging
12. Working overnight
13. Push
14. Site of  civil war 
(1950-53) fought with 
US aide
15. Allow for others to 
pass
20. To do with the tem-
porary inability to 
breathe
25. Popular cookie
28. Abbreviation for a 
bank machine
30. Carey (actor)
33. Capital/largest city 
in Italy (proper Italian 
name)
34. Basic unit of  money 

in Iran
36. A lyric poem
37. Chaos
38. Fromm - Psycho-
therapist
40. Robbery
41. Tired (Sland)
42. Compound formed 
by reaction of  acid, al-
cohol & elimination of  
water
43. Cowboy’s rope
45. Of  one’s own ac-
cord/control
51. Current warzone
53. Of  the highest qual-
ity (2wrds)
56. Longest division of  
geological time
57. To a great distance
59. Cause to feel resent-
ment
62. Distinctive and Styl-
ish
63. Curving in and out
64. Low-lying wetland
68. The highest point
69. Praises or glorifies
70. Inuit home
71. Someone who is ee-
rily lustful (alt. spelling)
73. “Best of  all” (Old 
English)
76. From that time
77. One who habitual-
ly pretends to be some-
thing s/he is not
80. Affected manners 
intended to impress
82. Assistant officer
85. Recent or new
86. Abbrev. of  Vancou-
ver
87. 6 square yards
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CHRISTMAS
TREE DIRECTORY
• HOLIDAY DEALS ON TREES & FLOWERS •
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AUCTION AUCTION

UNDER $50 ITEM

4 Drawer Filing Cabinet. 
Beige. Older model. Good 
shape. $40. Drayton, (519) 
638-5152.

Boy’s Clothing. $50 a box. 
Sizes small and up. 669-
5255, after 12 p.m. Also 
winter jackets.

Women’s Clothing. $50 
per box. Various sizes. 669-
2575. Mon. - Thurs. 6 p.m. 
- 8 p.m.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farm-
houses and other old brick 
buildings for wrecking and 
sa lvage.  Ross Lumley 
(519)383-2024. Wrecking 
people’s homes (36 last 
year) all over Southwestern 
Ontario since 1969.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Oldsmobile Silhou-
ette. 137,000 kms, full leath-
er interior, brand new tires on 
front, extended series. Tow-
ing and leveller package, 
alloy wheels, hood recently 
painted under warranty, only 
two owners. Regular service 
since new at Westown in 
Baden, remote side door. 
$9,900 certified. Call Bill or 
Brenda 886-8642.

1999 Chrysler Concord - 6 
cyl., auto, air, 1 owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

1999 Ford Extra Cab. Stan-
dard, 5 spd, 120,000 kms, 
winter and summer tires. 
$14,000 o.b.o. 669-0884, 
between 8:15 and 9 p.m.

2000 Grand Caravan - rear 
heat, air, quads, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan Sport. 
3.8L., quad seating, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Caravan SE. 6 cyl., 
auto, air, 7 pass., 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 Ram Quad Cab - 2 w/
d, SLT, V8, auto, air, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club Cab - 5 
spd, very clean, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser - auto, air, 
very clean, 1 owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2003 Durango SLT - loaded, 
13,000 kms, demo. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 SX 20 - 5 spd, sun roof, 
black, demo. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apt. in very qui-
et 6-plex, close to downtown. 
Heat included. 669-8732.

3 Bedroom House in Brit-
ton. $600 + heat and hydro. 
Available now. First and 
last required. 5 appliances 
included. 291-9748.

Available January 1. 1 
bedroom apartment, top of 
older home. Close to down-
town Elmira. $525.00 plus 
hydro. References required. 
669-4188.

Elmira - 1 Bedroom, imme-
diate, downtown. $495.00 
+ only hydro. Non smoker. 
669-5431. 

Elmira - 2 bedroom, close 
to downtown. Quiet building, 
laundry/parking. $590.00/
month plus. Available now. 
669-1024.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, elec-
tric heat, cable TV. No pets, 
adult building. References. 
$625 inclusive. First & last. 
(519)638-3013.

Room And Board in Milver-
ton. $300.00 per month in-
cludes cable, parking, laundry 
& utilities. Shared amenities. 
January 1. Call 595-3241.

COMING EVENTS

Open House - one of a kind 
gift ideas featuring photo 
albums and organizing ac-
cessories and album mak-
ing supplies. Friday Dec. 3, 
2 - 4. Sat. Dec 4, 10 - noon. 4 
Bavarian Place, Heidelberg. 
699-5942.

TRADES &     
SERVICES

100% Exper t  Taping. 
Guaranteed smooth f in-
ish. Plaster repairs, fram-
ing, boarding. New homes, 
basements, attics etc. Call 
496-2558, for quality.

TRADES &     
SERVICES

Local Cleaning Lady has 
openings for the month of 
Dec. Call Cheryl 669-2088, 
leave a message.

You just proved Classified 
advertising works. Why  not 
place your ad where the 
readers are, in Woolwich 
Observer? Call 669-5790 
to place your classified ad 
today!

Small Business Book-
keeping Service, using 
Quick Books, avai lable 
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly 
-whatever your needs are. 
Call Cindy 638-2068.

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING - BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAYS! - Chevy Trucks 
and CMT Present 16th 
Annual Havelock Country 
Jamboree Aug. 18 to 21 
2005 - Featuring Tanya 
Tucker, Ricky Scaggs, Em-
erson Drive, Aaron Pritch-
ett, Scotty Campbell, Good 
Brothers and Many more 
great Nashville and Cana-
dian acts to be Announced. 
Buy before Dec. 1, 2004 
and save. Limited number 
of tickets available at this 
Price. Info 1-800-539-3353 
or www.havelockjambo-
ree.com.

BUSINESS

RUN YOUR OWN BUSI-
NESS - Country Depot, 
TrueValue Hardware, V&S 
Options Dealerships avail-
able. New & existing loca-
tions. No Franchise Fees 
- receive Yearly Dividends. 
Call TruServ Canada TO-
DAY - 1-800-665-5085. 
www.truserv.ca

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

BUSINESS

BUSINESS IS BOOMING! 
Countertop Refacing - Look-
ing for special people (M/F) 
to earn exceptional income 
refacing countertops with 
our amazing products. Our 
system is beautiful (looks 
like marble), comes with a 
10-year written guarantee 
and we can install for HALF 
THE PRICE OF LAMINATE. 
Easy work, full training, prefer 
someone with some artistic 
ability (no selling involved). 
Small investment required. 
(Terms available to the right 
person.) Email resume to 
globalcountertops@shaw.ca 
or phone 1-866-206-6948.

I Make up to $500 before 
breakfast almost daily! Want 
to know how? Log on to: 
www.canrich.ca or call: 204-
953-0120 X 1

BUSINESS

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. 
Earn up to $3,000+week. 
Kennedy Transportation 
is looking for individuals 
who want to start their own 
trucking business. Guar-
anteed work contracts for 
1, 3 & 5 ton straight trucks 
and Highway Tractor. No 
experience required. G li-
cence OK. Financing avail-
able. Phone 905-501-8779 
or Toll-Free 1-888-827-
6044.

Looking for a new start...
Our company would like to 
give you a helping hand...
Earning potential $1500-
3500 weekly no matter what 
your background. 1-866-
853-0055.



NOVEMBER 27, 2004 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 23    

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING

CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

SANTA FOR HIRE

RESTAURANTS
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SKATE SHARPENING

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise in the most widely 
read, most highly decorated 
weekly in the area. Advertise 

where the readers are.

PLUS, get the bonus of 
having your ad appear on 

our website, as well.
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PHOTO REPRINTS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date,   
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further
   details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for 
   delivery within a week.
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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PAINTING SERVICE
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1
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November 17
9:08 AM A two-vehicle collision 

took emergency responders to the 
utmost northern edge of Woolwich 
Township: the intersection of Flora-
dale Road and Arthur Street North. 
According to police, a Kitchener 
man was northbound on Arthur 
Street and failed to stop at the in-
tersection, resulting in a collision 
with an eastbound vehicle. There 
were no injuries and damage was 
reported as moderate. The Kitch-
ener driver was charged with ‘fail 
to stop.’
10:14 AM Thieves broke into 

a storage unit at a Reitzel Place 
business in Heidelberg. Sometime 
overnight, a lock was broken and 
a storage trailer door was pried 
open. Various produce items were 
taken. Damage is estimated at 
$500. There are no suspects.
11:07 PM Heavy fog and a curve 

in the road were blamed for a sin-
gle-vehicle collision on Northfield 
Drive, near Line 86. A St. Jacobs 
woman reported she was south-
bound when her vehicle crossed 
the oncoming lane, entered a ditch 
and rolled over. She suffered minor 
injuries in the incident. The ve-
hicle sustained severe damage. No 
charges were laid.

November 19
8:05 PM An anonymous caller 

reported an erratic driver at the 
intersection of Duke and Church 
streets in Elmira. Police located the 
suspect vehicle nearby. The female 
driver – who had children in the ve-
hicle – subsequently blew a ‘warn’ 
during a roadside breath/alcohol 
test and received a 12-hour drivers 
licence suspension.

November 21
8:00 AM Police received the first 

report in a string of petty vandal-
ism inflicted on the Birdland area 
of Elmira. Sometime overnight, 
a pair of sensor-response lights 
were taken from a Mockingbird 
Drive residence – one of which was 
found laying on a neighbour’s front 
lawn. The house sustained minor 
damage.
8:38 AM On nearby Nightin-

gale Crescent, a resident reported 
overnight damage to an outside 
lantern. The lantern post was bent 
over, with damage estimated at 
$200.
9:09 AM A directional entrance 

sign was found damaged outside 
an Industrial Drive, Elmira business. 
Damage was pegged at $1,300. 
Police also discovered hot choco-
late powder strewn about a nearby 
phone booth.
9:28 AM A break-in was discovered 

at a vacant house on George Street 
in Elmira. A rear basement door was 
kicked in – police believe on the Fri-
day night – causing $100 in damage. 
It’s believed the residence was then 
used as a “party house.” There are 
no suspects.
3:36 PM Back in Birdland, an Oriole 

Parkway resident reported an outside 
light post was broken and the house 
number was removed sometime 
overnight. In the process, the culprits 
caused minor damage to the house.
4:47 PM A pair of wooden drive-

way standards were damaged at 
another Oriole Parkway residence 
overnight. Repair costs are pegged 
between $500 and $1,000.

November 22
7:48 AM A weekend break-in was 

reported at Trylon Manufacturing 
Company on Howard Avenue in 
Elmira. A side door was forced open 
and thieves made off with $85,000 

in equipment, including a truck that 
was parked in the shop area. The 
truck was recovered later in the day 
from a field near Cambridge. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.
9:04 AM Police received their final 

report of weekend vandalism in the 
Birdland community. Sometime over-
night Nov. 20, unknown assailants 
kicked in a lattice fence on Night-
ingale Crescent to the tune of $200 
damage. 
3:09 PM A vehicle was reported 

stolen from another Howard Avenue 
business, though police are unsure if 
the incident was related to the break-
in at Trylon. A grey Plymouth Acclaim 
was stolen.
5:11 PM A stolen Toyota Forerunner 

was found abandoned along the side 
of Lichty Road in Wellesley Township. 
The vehicle was stolen Nov. 8 from a 
nearby Crosshill residence. There are 
no suspects.
5:20 PM A St. Jacobs man was 

charged with ‘turn not in safety’ fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Crowsfoot and Saw-
mill roads. According to police, while 
the man was attempting to turn right 
from Crowsfoot Road onto Sawmill 
Road, he struck another vehicle at-
tempting to turn left from Sawmill 
Road onto Katherine Street. There 
were no injuries. Damage was re-
ported as moderate.

November 22
8:36 PM Wallet thieves struck at 

the Factory Outlet Mall in St. Jacobs. 
A Kitchener man reported his wallet 
was taken while shopping at the fa-
cility. The investigation continues.

November 23
3:36 PM A minor-damage collision 

was reported at the Elmira police 
station on Industrial Drive. An un-

attended vehicle was struck while 
parked on Arthur Street in the down-
town area. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.
6:22 PM A deer fled the scene af-

ter it was struck by a pickup truck on 
Arthur Street, north of Elmira. The 
driver was uninjured and damage 
was reported as moderate.
9:55 PM Thieves smashed a vehi-

cle window before making off with 
a stash of cash and gifts from Golf 
Course Road in Conestogo. Damage 
is estimated at $300. There are no 
suspects.

CASHED OUT

BANK ROLL A New Hamburg woman was injured in a single-vehicle collision after the Brinks truck she 
was driving spun out of control and ended up at the bottom of a steep embankment on Hwy. 85, just 
south of the bridge over the Conestogo River Wednesday night (Nov. 24). At 10:32 p.m., the southbound 
truck had just crossed the bridge when, witnesses say, the vehicle spun out of control, crashed through 
the guardrail and over the embankment, landing in a gully. Police and firefighters from St. Jacobs were 
called to the scene. The driver experienced minor injuries and was treated by paramedics; the other two 
occupants of the vehicle were uninjured. The truck was pulled out and the money transferred to another 
Brinks vehicle that arrived on scene. Traffic on Hwy. 85 was slowed from the time of the incident until 
midnight, at which time the road was closed while a tow truck extricated the vehicle. The highway was 
subsequently closed until  2 a.m. No charges were laid and the investigation is closed. 

KYLE REA

BUSINESS

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Do You Need Phone Ser-
vice? Reconnection $28.31 
Monthly Service $49.95! 
Paying Too Much Now? Free 
Transfer From Other Compa-
nies! Call Ontario Telecon-
nect. 1-800-456-0643. www.
ontarioteleconnect.com

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777. 
Serving all Ontario. 

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE-
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Fundraising services avail-
able. 1-800-383-3589.

EMPLOYMENT

C H E A P E R  T H A N 
SCROOGE -  Telephone 
Reconnect! Monthly service 
only $49.95 and connec-
tion fee of only $36.13! Our 
calling cards make great 
stocking stuffers! Toll free 1-
877-336-2274; www.phone-
factory.ca

FOR SALE

INTERNET PC $24.99 /
month. RENT TO OWN. 
Complete Internet ready 
Pentium III computer. No 
credit check. Re-Compute 
Toll-Free: 1-877-795-9433.
CONTACT LENSES UP TO 
70% OFF. Brand names 
including Acuvue and Fo-
cus at guaranteed lowest 
prices. Free sunglasses 
with purchase. Shipped from 
Canada tax-free. www.lens-
espricedless.com

FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from $3,495.00- 
LumberMate-2000 & Lum-
berLite-24. Norwood In-
dustries also manufactures 
utility ATV Attachments, Log 
Skidders, Board Edgers and 
forestry equipment. www.
norwoodindustries.com - 
FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext. 400 OT

NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
- just look for the grey bars 
and find ads from across 
Canada.

AS SEEN ON TV! Get an 
MDG Horizon PC!  Now 
only $749 or 68 cents/day 
(O.A.C. + s&h). FREE Lex-
mark 3 in 1 Printer, FREE 
Digital Camera, FREE CD 
Burner, FREE Microsof t 
Word and FREE 17” Sam-
sung Monitor. No Money 
down, Don’t Delay, Call To-
day! 1-800-236-2504

FOR SALE

RENT TO OWN! Greatest 
electronic liquidation ever! 
Computers $49./month, ide-
al for children’s education, 
business and entertainment. 
Everyone approved. Home 
theatre $59./month. OAC. 
1-866-858-0660; www.in-
tegritytechnology.ca.

HEALTH

WANT TO LOSE 5-30 LBS 
by Christmas? Yes, you 
can -- with our Fat Burners! 
Only $56.95 (tax, shipping 
included). Call 519-652-
9665 www.realslender.
com

DRUG / ALCOHOL Help a 
loved one who’s losing ev-
erything to drugs or alcohol. 
75% success rate, 100% 
natural. www.narconon.ca 
1-877-782-7409.

HEALTH

YOU COULD WIN! If you 
have high cholesterol, you 
can enter to win home fit-
ness equipment or a per-
sonal chef for a day of 
healthy, delicious cooking.   
Go to myhealthychanges.
ca

HELP WANTED

PHONE DISCONNECT-
ED? Need service? $34.95 
first month. Unlimited local 
calling, no credit checks, 
no deposit. Long distance: 
4.5¢/minute anywhere in 
Canada & US. 1-866-709-
0075.

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full 
or Part Time. No Experi-
ence Required. Start to-
day. Visit our website now. 
www.MyHomePCJob.com. 
Code: A1

HELP WANTED

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
EXPANDING. Work from home 
on your computer. Full training 
provided. Full-time/Part-time. 
For more information visit: 
www.libertyathome.com or call 
toll-free 1-800-418-5876.

AUTOMOTIVE MECHAN-
IC. Consider relocating to 
Northern Rockies, British 
Columbia? Moving incentive, 
excellent wages/benefits, 
minimum 40 hours/week, 
tax benefits. Apply Imag-
eTech 4404-50th Ave. N., 
Fort Nelson. Phone: (250) 
774-5253, fax: (250) 774-
7682, email: image.tech@yt.
sympatico.ca

ENERGETIC SALES PEO-
PLE WANTED PART-TIME. 
Looking for people to generate 
leads in a store environment. 
Excellent compensation. Call 
Linda @ 1-888-480-2193 
or 905-476-0759 or email 
leden0292@rogers.com

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800 -267-1829. 
www.shef f ieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of Interior 
Design, Ottawa, ON

A-Z DRIVERS

TRUCKING’S ‘BEST KEPT 
SECRET’ Our top drivers 
earned over $85,000. Our 
drivers earn on average 
$62,000 per year. The 
best new pay package in 
the business! Late model 
equipment, weekly home 
time, family values, flex-
ibility. Call now to find out 
more. 1-800-668-9691 
ext. 214. McAr thur Ex-
press Inc. Located in Cam-
bridge.

PROFESSIONALS

ENTRY LEVEL  COUNSEL-
ORS for Adolescent Males. 
Massachusetts, USA. BA/
BS - $21,216K (US) +Over-
time - Housing Assistance. 
Interview Toronto December 
13 & 14, 2004. Resume to: 
rcudmore@hamsher.com, 
Fax: 617-249-0660, Phone 
Ann 1-800-863-0076.

MORTGAGES

LARGE FUND---Borrow-
ers Wanted. Start saving 
hundreds of dollars today! 
We can easily approve you 
by phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd 
mortgage money is avail-
able right now. Rates start 
at Prime. Equity counts. We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income. CALL ANYTIME 1-
800-814-2578 or 905-361-
1153. Apply online at www.
capitaldirect.ca
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School board calculates strong results A chance to strut your stuff Santa ready to ride into the region
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Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and 
synthetic oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires December 31, 2004. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler retailer for complete details. 

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

$3995

Fall
Maintenance Service

� Lube, Oil and Filter Change
� Top-up of Washer Fluid
� Tire Rotation

� Peace of Mind Inspection
� Provide Written Report 

on Findings

�

�

�

�

�

†

See your retailer for tire availability.
*Must be dealer installed and excludes tires sizes 

18 inches and over. Balancing and installation extra.

Buy 3 Tires*
Get 4th Tire

FREE!
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Combining their favou-
rite sport and their 
faith, a pair of local 
teenagers hope to 

leave a lasting impression on 
the children of Ecuador. Han-
nah Redekop, 15, of Floradale 
and Elmira’s Nikki Martin, 
18, are fundraising to take 
soccer balls and bibles with 
them when they visit the South 
American nation next spring.

Once there, they intend to 
run a week-long soccer camp 
and assist with a bible study 
school. Both balls and bibles 
will be left behind as gifts to 
the impoverished youth.

“I’m so excited. I’m really 
pumped about it,” Hannah told 
the Observer, explaining the 
idea came from a mission to 
Ecuador she undertook early 
in the year along with several 
others from Floradale Menno-
nite Church.

While there, the missionaries 
were billeted by families in the 
community. Prior to leaving 
Canada, it was suggested mis-
sionaries bring along presents 
for the families they were to 
stay with.

“We brought bed sheets and 
stuff like that. But my mom 
(Shirley) had this idea to bring 
a soccer ball, so I brought one. 
I should have brought more, 
but I didn’t think about it. 
There were about 10 kids that 
had to share it, but they didn’t 
care. The one they had before 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If the struggle to 
keep warm is any 
indication, demand 
for the Christmas 

Goodwill Hamper pro-
gram will rise this sea-
son, say organizers. 
Even before holiday gift-
giving begins, several 
area families are feel-
ing the financial pinch; 

Gearing up for the Goodwill give-away
Kiwanis food drive this morning; toys, clothing donations still needed for WCS hampers

families that will likely 
turn to Woolwich Com-
munity Services (WCS) 
for help celebrating the 
season.

“There is definitely need 
out there. I’ve already 
had like five [Share the 
Warmth] requests and 
we’re not even into the 
full heating season. So 
I’m thinking it’s going to 
be a real tough year for a 
lot of people,” WCS com-

munity resource coordi-
nator Kelly Christie said, 
noting the organization 
helps families apply for 
Share the Warmth assis-
tance.

Through the Goodwill 
Hamper program needy 
families across Woolwich 
and northern Wellesley 
townships – the areas 
serviced by WCS – will be 
able to share in the holiday 
joys: a festive meal and an 

array of presents under 
the tree. Traditionally, 
WCS hands out between 
130 and 150 hampers.

In support of the hamper 
program, volunteers are 
canvassing door-to-door 
collecting non-perishable 
food items this morning 
(Nov. 27). Spearheaded by 
the Kiwanis Club – though 
other service clubs are set 
to take part – every resi-
dence in Elmira, Cones-

togo, St. Jacobs and West 
Montrose will be visited. 

“I expect there will be 
the better part of 3,000 
homes,” commented club 
member and food drive 
chair Jim Stewart. Last 
year, the drive took in 
about 5,000 pounds of 
food, a figure Stewart 
hopes to match or beat 
this time around.

“It’s our plan to try to 
cover the complete area, 

which of course includes 
all these new homes. 
And there’s quite a few 
of them.”

Cash donations will 
also be accepted by Ki-
wanis collectors. Those 
funds will help purchase 
items not donated and/
or cover the cost of food 
vouchers recipients also 
take home. The Selby’s 
Freshmart and Elmira 

Keri’s 
 Kids

Local teens 
plan soccer 
and bible 

program for 
impoverished 

youth in 
Ecuador

was really small, really heavy 
and it was falling apart.

“It was amazing, their re-
action to it. They absolutely 
loved it and they got all of us 
to sign it.”

When Nikki learned of her 
friend’s Ecuadorian experi-
ence, it sparked an idea. It has 
long been her dream to travel 

to Africa and hand out soccer 
balls to the youth there. That 
dream, she explained, was in-
spired by a World Vision com-
mercial in which a group of 
children were kicking around 
a boot because they didn’t 
have a ball.

And after discussing the mat-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

▼ See MISSION page 26

▼ See GOODWILL page 27

HONOURING A FRIEND  The 
program bears the name Keri’s 
Kids in honour of Keri Versteeg, 
an avid soccer player, who 
passed away last fall.

Local Grade 9 students – at least last year’s Grade 9 students – scored 
big in the math realm during provincial testing. Results from the 2003-
2004 test, released Thursday (Nov. 25), show 99 per cent of students 
passed and 77 per cent scored higher than 70 per cent.

Local talent will be on display this evening (Nov. 27) at the St. Clements 
Community Centre, where the Paradise and District Lions Club are hosting 
their annual talent show. Funds raised go to support the club’s planned 
Huggy Bear Park improvements. The show begins at 7 p.m.

In preparation for upcoming stops in Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships, Saint Nick will be parading his stuff in a big way today (Nov. 27) 
in K-W. Some 90 floats and 10 bands will travel King Street, starting at 
Bridgeport Road, between 11 a.m and 1 p.m.

SOCCER FAITHFUL  Floradale’s Hannah Redekop (above) and Elmira’s Nikki Martin 
are selling carabineer key chains to support their upcoming trip to Ecuador. They plan 
to take soccer balls and bibles with them as gifts to the South American children.
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Watch for farm activists to fight back
Complacency and defence won’t win the battle, says animal welfare leader

ter more, the friends de-
cided to take that dream 
to Ecuador instead.

“I just hope they’ll be 
able to have some fun 
and use it as a release 
just to go out and be a 
kid, to have a good time 
and have fun with their 
friends. Once we’re not 
around, hopefully they’ll 
be able to take whatever 
they got from it and use 

Ontario’s farm in-
dustry is taking 
an aggressive ap-

proach against those 
who oppose it. Over the 
past few years, it’s been 
gathering its forces, as-
sembling what it calls 
“speak-up groups” that 
particularly appear in 
media when agriculture 
is being questioned, and 
working in a unified way 
to make sure its bases are 
covered, particularly on 
environmental and ani-
mal welfare matters.

Those efforts mani-
fested themselves earlier 
this week when Crystal 
Mackay, executive direc-
tor of the Ontario Farm 
Animal Council (OFAC), 
appeared in Guelph at a 
lunchtime presentation 
by the Ontario Institute 
of Agrologists, to speak 
about the growing dis-
cord between agriculture 

and activists. 
Her council exists to 

make sure farmers’ voic-
es are heard, and while 
she’s relatively new to 
the job, her superior pre-
sentation skills have al-
ready seen her log a lot of 
miles, explaining the ins 
and outs of animal agri-
culture. A Guelph-based 
sister organization called 
AGCARE (an acronym 
for Agricultural Groups 
Concerned About Re-
sources and the Environ-
ment), driven by execu-
tive director Jackie Fra-
ser, is likewise pounding 
the pavement on behalf of 
farmers’ environmental 
initiatives and impact.

Both Mackay and Fraser 
are long on enthusiasm. 
When an issue arises, 
they’re quick to mobilize 
their charges, elicit re-
sponses, and see results, 
particularly when the 

public’s impacted. 
What they lack is money. 

That’s understandable, 
given farmers haven’t tra-
ditionally had to do battle 
with those they feed. 
They’ve been able to spend 
their money on other 
things – like, for example, 
growing more food.

But now, farmers are 
being called on to grow 
crops and raise animals 
more responsibly. Farm-
ers have not been ir-
responsible, but there’s 
always room for improve-
ment, and while OFAC 
and AGCARE spend 
most of their time point-
ing out the good farm-
ers do, they’ve realized 
they need to help identify 

farming practices the 
public finds objection-
able, and help agricul-
ture deal with them.

Some people will never 
find certain aspects of 
farming acceptable, espe-
cially those who oppose 
raising animals for live-
stock. And others will 
never find farming ac-
ceptable if herbicides and 
pesticides are involved. 

Others, though, will. 
And those are the people 
OFAC and AGCARE are 
trying to get to, before the 
competition does with its 
giant-sized budgets.

As Mackay told her au-
dience Wednesday, it’s 
no good constantly react-
ing, and being caught un-

aware – a message that 
echoed with me and my 
students, who’d last week 
heard from risk commu-
nication specialist Jeff 
Chatterton of Kitchener. 

Although he’s a believer 
in biotechnology, Chatter-
ton’s convinced farmers 
who are engaged in grow-
ing the likes of genetically 
modified crops – especial-
ly ones with pharmaceu-
tical value, or industrial 
uses for fuel rather than 
food – are headed down a 
slippery slope. Although 
farmers enjoy a lofty 
standing in public opin-
ion polls now, he thinks 
the sheen will wear off if 
the public starts viewing 
them as more of a business 
than as a rugged bunch of 
independents.

Is agriculture equipped 
to respond to this para-
digm shift? Somewhat. 
But Chatterton doubts 

that most farmers are 
ready to face protesters 
at the farm gate. It’s one 
thing to walk by them 
when they’re picketing 
a grocery store. It’s an-
other thing when they’ve 
barricaded themselves 
inside your barn and the 
cameras are rolling.

Mackay believes still 
farmers have some natu-
ral advantages. Despite 
what people say about not 
wanting to learn about 
farming – something 80 
per cent of Canadians 
say, according to Mackay 
– everyone eats, people 
love animals and want 
to save the environment, 
just like farmers. They 
have access to the Inter-
net, just like activists.

Ironically, that gives 
farmers and activists 
some common ground. 
Imagine what a cam-
paign that would be.

the skills and be able to 
keep that with them,” 
Nikki said, referencing 
teamwork skills as one 
of the benefits of sport-
ing.

“[Soccer] is something 
they’re really involved 
with there and it’s some-
thing a little fun for 
them when everything 
else doesn’t quite work 
out as well as we have it 
here.”

While fun is on the 
menu, the ultimate goal, 
Hannah added, is salva-
tion.

The camp, they decided, 
should be named Keri’s 
Kids, in memory of Keri 
Versteeg, a friend and 
Woolwich Minor Soccer 
teammate of Hannah’s. 
Versteeg passed away 
from Ewing’s Sarcoma, 
a form of cancer, late last 
year.

Mission to Equador to honour fallen friend
Continued from page 25 “Keri would think it’s 

cool her friend Hannah 
cares so much for these 
kids. [She] would be 
honoured that Hannah 
chose to name her ef-
forts after her,” mother 
Marj Versteeg said.

“Keri was also very 
mission-minded.”

Hannah and Nikki 
plan to make the trip in 
March and are currently 
fundraising to help pay 

for 30 soccer balls, 30 bi-
bles and their flight. As 
with Hannah’s previous 
trip, they will be billeted 
by a family in the area.

“It was originally go-
ing to be March break 
so that we don’t miss 
as much school, but the 
flights are real expen-
sive at that time,” Han-
nah explained, noting 
they haven’t set a spe-
cific date just yet.

On the fundraising 
front, the two are selling 
carabineer key chains 
and have ordered pens – 
both will bear the name 
of Keri’s Kids. They 
hope to find success sell-
ing them at school and 
church, though avail-
ability isn’t restricted to 
those groups.

To order a key chain, 
contact Hannah Redekop 
at 669-4562.
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IN MEMORIAM

BIRTHDAY

SON OF A
GUN HE’S

FIFTY-ONE!

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY RICK!

Love, Your Family!
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FAMILY
ALBUM

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY - OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
To celebrate this special occasion, their children would 

like to invite friends and family to an open house
Sunday December 5 - from 2-4:00 pm at 

Woodside Bible Fellowship
 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira - Best Wishes Only please!

ENGAGEMENT

CAMPBELL - CATHREA
The Dugot, Campbell and Cathrea Families are 
pleased to announce the engagement of April 
Catherine Campbell, daughter of Catherine Dugot 
and the late Douglas Campbell of Renfrew, Ont; to 
Shaun Richard Cathrea, son of Richard and Mavis 
Cathrea of Elmira. The couple will exchange vows on 
May 14, 2005 at Gale Presbyterian Church in Elmira

BIRTH NOTICE

Airdrie - Simmons
Amanda and Jason are thrilled 
to announce the birth of their 
first child Caleb Landon Tucker 
on Nov 11 at 5:44am, weigh-
ing 9lbs, 41/2ozs.
Proud grandparents are Dave 
and Jackie Airdrie of Elmira, 
Terry and Sandra Simmons of 
Simcoe. A nephew for Joe, Brit-
teny, Pete, Maegan and Lau-
ren. A special thanks to staff at 
Norfolk General Hospital.

DEATH NOTICES

IGA vouchers provide 
families an opportunity 
to fine-tune their bas-
kets with a few addition-
al purchases.

Two days before the 
Dec. 16 disbursal, an-
other team of volunteers 
will sort the baskets and 
build a hamper to each 
family’s desire. In ap-
plying for the program, 
families provide details 
about themselves and 
their preferences, both 
on the plate and gift-
wrapped.

“We kind of set up our 
own little store at Lions 

Hall and then  … we take 
a shopping list of what the 
kids have asked for and 
we go through the store,” 
Christie said of how the 
toys are distributed. 

“We ask them (recipient 
families) to be as specific 
as possible. A lot of the 
families, that’s all the 
children are getting … 
and if we know they like 
Winnie the Pooh, if we’re 
getting them a jogging 
suit we’ll try to get a Win-
nie the Pooh one.”

Toy and clothing dona-
tions can be dropped off at 
the WCS office, the St. Ja-
cobs Visitor’s Centre and 

the Elmira Tim Hortons. 
They can also be deliv-
ered to Home Hardware 
stores in Elmira, St. Ja-
cobs and Linwood.

Each of the Home Hard-
ware locations features 
a Wish Tree decorated 
in tickets bearing the 
description of a desired 
present.

Officially, donations 
will be accepted until 
Dec. 10. But late-comers 
are always welcome at 
the WCS office, Christie 
added.

“We never say ‘no.’ We 
do get late hamper re-
quests,” she said. 

Continued from page 25

Goodwill hampers to bring Christmas for all

HENRY 
& ERLA

BAUMAN
December 4, 

1954

HAPPY 50TH  WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

BENDER, Alma
Passed away on Wednesday, November 
17, 2004, in her 84th year, in Tavistock.
Local relative is sister-in-law Martha 
Mayer of Elmira.
BRUBACHER, Glen D.
Peacefully, on Tuesday, November 16, 
2004, at his home in St. Jacobs, Glen 
David Brubacher, in his 67th year.

GUTHRIE, Ethel (Mrs. Jim)
On Sunday, November 21, 2004, at Heri-
tage House, St. Jacobs, Ethel Guthrie, in 
her 91st year, of Elmira, formerly of North 
Bay and Toronto.

METZGER, Mary Ann
After a prolonged illness with diabetes 
and kidney disease, Mary Ann Died 
peacefully, at Freeport Health Centre, 

In Loving
Memory of

Mervyn Mann
Dear Husband, father,

papa, who passed away
November 29, 2002.

When evening shades are falling and 
     we sit in quiet alone,
To our hearts there comes a longing if 
     he only could come home.
Friends may think we have forgotten
     when at times they see us smile,
But they little know the heartache our
     smiles hide all the while.

Your ever loving family.

DEATH NOTICES
Kitchener, on Wednesday, November 17, 
2004, in her 75th year.
Local relatives are son Jim and his wife 
Susan Metzger of St. Clements.
McNEIL, James “Greg”
At Freeport Health Centre, Cambridge, 
on Saturday, November 20, 2004, age 
86 years.
Local relatives are daughter Joni and 
her husband Steve Hartwick of Winter-
bourne.
VERLINDEN, MATHILDA (Tilla)
Passed away on Friday, November 19, 
2004, at Leisureworld Care Giving Cen-
tre, Elmira, in her 82nd year.

WETZEL, Myrtle 
Peacefully, on Wednesday, November 17, 
2004, at Heritage House, St. Jacobs, in her 
99th year, formerly of Floradale.
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family room 
complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $202,900. Other 
semi-detached models starting at $193,900. Single 
family homes starting at $209,900. Great selection 
of  lots available.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30
ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN.
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REALESTATE

Thinking 
about 
selling 
your 
home 
privately?

• Use the Internet to access buyers 
and show your property in photo-
graphic detail (20+ photos)
• Large, customized lawn sign with 
website, price and contact details 
including your own telephone ex-
tension & pre-recorded three min-
ute message.
• Buyers can contact you by tele-
phone, voicemail, email, or through 
your lawyer at your option.
• Legal Expertise in your corner 
before you list and throughout the 
process, to closing. Avoid the tradi-
tional legal pitfalls of a  private sale!
• Dozens of practical ideas on how 
to improve the value and sales ap-
peal of your property.
• No longer is MLS the only game in 
town

Think 
propertyshop.ca

A LIMITED TIME OFFER - NO RISK
Sign on with propertyshop.ca and your system 
access costs of $380.00 plus GST are deferred until 
you sell your house! Try our system at NO RISK!
Your outgoing recorded message will be provided 
by a professional voice talent at no charge.

CALL A PARTICIPATING LAWYER TO FIND OUT HOW PROPERTYSHOP.CA 
CAN WORK FOR YOU IN THE SALE OF YOUR MOST IMPORTANT ASSET.

SCOTT GRAINGER
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I T O R

TEL: 519-669-1736 EMAIL: scottcasey@golden.net
THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS 

WITH PROPERTYSHOP.CA

“Our experience with Scott Grainger 
and propertyshop.ca was excellent. 
It was very convenient to have Scott 
as our legal advisor, assisting from 
listing to closing of our transaction. 
Our parents’ home sold in less than a 
week and the transaction cost was a 
win-win for all parties. We will certainly 
use Scott and propertyshop.ca when 
it comes time to sell our house.”

 - Duncan & Mary Jane Lennox

SAVE THOUSANDS 
IN REAL ESTATE 
COMMISSIONS.

A PERFECT 
STARTER 
HOME IN 
DESIRABLE 
BIRDLAND

www.propertyshop.ca

SOL
D • S

OLD
 • SO

LD

SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLDSOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD
SOLD • SOLD • SOLD

9 Cedar Waxwing Dr.
Elmira ̶ $144,900

Contact the vendors:
Duncan & Mary Jane 
Lennox 
tel: 669-8484
ddmj.lennox@sympatico.ca

PROPERTY ID:
# 2251

24 HOUR INFO LINE
(519) 742-5700
Ext 2251

1-866-432-6884

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP
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MOOREFIELD

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

BRAD MARTIN
Assoc.  Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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More than 12 days: the gift the gives all year long
Q.  For those who really like 
to plan ahead, what day of 
the week will Christmas fall 
on... in 3004?

A.  This is no problem to 
figure if Santa brought 
you a book called The 
Physics of Christmas, 
by Roger Highfield, 
containing a perpetual 
calendar formula for 
Christmases past, pres-
ent and future.

First you write down 
the year in question, 
3004, then split it into its 
century number C — 30 
— and its year number  
Y — 04.  Now divide C 
by 4, which yields 7.5 
(30/4), and keep just the 
whole number part, or 7, 
and call this K.

Do the same for Y, yield-
ing 1 (04/4), and call this 
G.

Next work out the val-
ue of D (the day) using 

the formula D = 50 + Y + 
K + G - (2 x C).  Plugging 
in the numbers, D = 50 + 
4 + 7 + 1 - (2 x 30) =  62 
- 60 = 2.

Then you divide D by 
7 and write down the 
remainder R.  Since 7 
won’t divide into 2, R 
here would be 2.  Fi-
nally, use the following 
table:  R = 0 is Sunday, R 
= 1 is Monday, etc.  This 
means that Christmas 
3004 falls on a Tuesday!

Testing the formula on 
Christmas 2004, D = 50 + 
4 + 5 + 1 - (2 x 20) = 60 
- 40 = 20.  Then 20/7 = 2 
with a remainder R of 6.  
From the table, R = 6 = 
Saturday, which indeed 
is right for Christmas 
2004.

Q.  From what source did 
“Xmas” derive as a substi-
tute for “Christmas”?  Was 

it an outgrowth of modern 
commercialism?

A.  Not at all.  The first 
letter of “Christ” in Greek 
is chi, similar to the X in 
the Roman alphabet.  In 
fact, by the 16th century, 
“Xmas” had become pop-
ular throughout Europe, 
says Charles Panati in 
Extraordinary Origins of 
Everyday Things. 

But while early Chris-
tians understood the 
term to be merely Greek 
for “Christ’s mass,” later 
Christians mistook the 
X as a sign of disrespect, 
“an attempt by heathens 
to rid Christmas of its 
central meaning.  

For several hundred 

years, Christians disap-
proved of the use of the 
term. Some still do.”

Q.  How long will it be before 
residents of the Northern 
Hemisphere celebrate Christ-
mas in the summer?

A.  13,000 years certain-
ly will do it, as the pre-
cession of Earth — like a 
tilted toy top tracing out 
a circle — advances the 
seasons through half of 
the planet’s 26,000-year 
cycle, says Terry Stickels 
in Puzzle Power: How to 
Jump-Start Your Mind.  
By then, assuming no 
calendar readjustments, 
summer will occur in 
December, January and 

February, with the bright 
star Vega becoming our 
celestial North Star.  And 
13,000 years after that, 
the seasons will have 
come full cycle and Po-
laris will regain its sta-
tus as constellation-hub 
star.  White Christmases 
again!

Q.  “On the twelfth day of 
Christmas/ My true love sent 
to me/ 12 lords a-leaping,/ 
11 ladies dancing,/ 10 pip-
ers piping ...”  You know the 
song.  So how many gifts in 
all were sent on Christmas’s 
twelve days?

A.  Tally 12 + 11 + 10 
etc. and you get 78, as-
suming “a partridge in a 
pear tree” to be a single 
gift, says Richard Phil-
lips in Numbers:  Facts, 
Figures and Fiction. But 
that’s only the twelfth 
day’s presents.  On the 

eleventh day, there was 
the same number, mi-
nus 12 lords.  And so on.      
All of which yields:  78 + 
66 + 55 + 45 + 36 + 28 + 21 
+ 15 + 10 + 6 + 3 + 1 = 364 
total, or nearly enough 
for a gift a day through-
out the year.  “There are 
other answers of course 
depending on how you 
interpret the song.”

Religiously speaking, 
the 12 days of Christmas 
are the 12 days that sep-
arate Christmas Day on 
December 25 from the 
Epiphany, celebrated on 
January 6, says the Web 
site Howstuffworks.
com.

“Depending on the 
church, January 6 may 
mark Christ’s baptism 
(the Catholic tradition) 
or the day the wise men 
visited the baby Jesus 
with their gifts.”

����������������������
����������������������

�������������������������������
���������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������
�������������
���������

����������������
��������
�

���������������
��������

�����������������������������������

Kleensweep Carpet Care
�������������
������������

�������

�������������������
������������������������������
�����������������������������
����������������������������������
������������������

��������
���������������������������

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...
• Provide: issue date, page number and photo caption.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or
   to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery
   within a week.

AvailableSizes:4x6 - $8.505x7 - $9.508x10 -
$15.00

November 27
Kiwanis Club Food Drive -  Volunteers will be 
collecting non-perishable food door-to-door 
throughout Conestogo, Elmira, St Jacobs and West 
Montrose from 9 a.m. – noon. 
Snowflake Bazaar & Craft Show St. Teresa 
of Avila, Elmira, 8 am. – 2 p.m. Crafts, raffles, 
bake table, children’s activities and lunchroom. 
19 Flamingo Drive Elmira. Everyone welcome. 
Admission – FREE! 
Ham Roll – Maryhill Knights of Columbus. Starts 
at 8 p.m. Chances on meats, groceries, bingo and 
more. Admission $1 per person, includes light lunch 
& cash door prizes. All welcome. Call Robert Lehman 
519-836-8271 or Maryhill K of C 519-648-2079. 

November 29
Elmira & District Horticultural Society meeting, 
7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church, Elmira. Guest 
speaker: Ann Morgan will be speaking on “Natural 
Gardening”. All are welcome. Refreshments. 
Crokinole at Woolwich Senior Centre – 24  
Snyder Ave, Elmira. 1 p.m.  Cost 50 cents, includes 
coffee break. New members always  welcome. 

December 3
Christmas Turkey Dinner – St.  Teresa of Avila 
Parish Hall, 5 -7 p.m. Adults $13, children (5-12)$5, 
takeouts available. Tickets at: St. Teresa of  Avila 
office of call 669-3387 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. until 
Wed. Dec. 1, 2004. Sponsored by: The Catholic 
Women’s League and the Knights of Columbus. 

December 4
Christmas In The Country presented by St. 
Clements Nursery School from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
St. Clements Roman  Catholic Church basement, 
Lobsinger Line, St. Clements. Proceeds go to 
support  the Nursery School. 

Second Annual Christmas Cookie Walk and Craft 
Sale. Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira; 20 
typesof Christmas cookies, mincemeat tarts, individual 
Christmas pudding, candy, and craft tables. 9 a.m. til 
sold out. 669-2852. 

December 5
“A Hilton Family Christmas” at Waterloo North 
Presbyterian Church, 685 Highpoint Avenue at 
Northfield, Waterloo. 7 p.m. Featuring  songs of the 
season  performed by the Hilton family. Free will 
offering. Everyone welcome. 888-7870. 
A Service of Healing, A time to Remember – All 
are invited to the Annual Community Memorial 
service being held at 7:30 p.m. at Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church, Elmira. Graham 
Snyder will speak on the need to express a sense 
of grace and forgiveness in the loss of a loved one. 
Refreshments will follow the service.

December 6
Kiwanis West Montrose Covered Bridge Carol 
Sing at 7 p.m. Join the Kiwanis and members of 
the St. Paul’s Lutheran Elmira Church Choir in song, 
hot cider and cookies (while supplies last). There is 
no charge for attendance but donations of cash or 
non-perishable food items are appreceiated. 

December 9
A Service of Healing, A time to Remember – All are 
invited to the Annual Community Memorial service 
being held at 7:30 p.m. at Calvary United Church, St. 
Jacobs. (See Dec. 5)

December 10 
4th Annual Christmas Concerts by the R.J. 
Kruisselbrink Sisters. Two evenings, Dec. 10 & 
Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship in 
Elmira. For more information call (519)934-2608.
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS

TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. DECEMBER 1,  10AM - 12 NOON

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

SEEDLESS NAVEL 
ORANGES
OR

RUBY RED
GRAPEFRUIT

20LB BOX OF
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Ten students at Elmi-
ra District Second-
ary School tossed 

their calculators aside 
and put their left-brains 
to the utmost test as part 
of the Canadian Open 
Math Challenge Wednes-
day (Nov. 24). 

Designed for senior stu-
dents, the Canada-wide 
contest is a co-operative 
effort between the Cana-
dian Math Society and 
the Centre for Education 
in Math and Computing 
at the University of Wa-

EDSS whiz kids compete nationwide
It’s brains, not calculators as EDSS students compete in mathematics challenge
terloo.

“It (the test) focuses not 
only on what [students] 
have learned in class … 
but it takes it one step 
further,” explained EDSS 
math teacher Christine 
Ruza. “They get to see a 
wide range of things … 
on topics not traditional-
ly taught, such as graph 
theory … [and] making 
connections with topics 
that wouldn’t typically 
be connected in class.”

The test was a full-solu-
tions contest. “Students 
have to present their 
work and show their rea-
soning,” said Ruza. 

To buy directly, visit www.csb.gc.ca or call 1 888 773-9999.

Often, kids don’t appreciate Canada Savings Bonds until much later.
Unless of course, you give them in a really big box.
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If you’re looking for a gift that’s guaranteed to create interest, try Canada Savings Bonds. After all,

they’re the gift that literally keeps on giving. Buy them where you bank or invest. Or buy them directly.

Either way, make sure to ask for a free gift card so that special someone knows that they’re getting

the gift of Canada.

Black

The test has two parts; 
part A has eight ques-
tions worth five points, 
while part B consists of 
four questions, worth 10 
points. “And they are a 
lot harder,” added Ruza. 

And forget about every-
one’s favourite math aid 
– they aren’t permitted.

“For this one they 
are not allowed to use 
a calculator,” she said.  
The rewards for doing 
well are many – including 
a chance to join Canada’s 
math elite. 

“If [students] do really 
well they are invited to 
join the Canadian Math 
Olympiad, which is the 
upper echelon of math-
ematicians across the 
country. If they do well 
there, then they compete 

around the world.”
After Wednesday’s test, 

competitor  Nick Prociw 
had mixed feelings about 
his performance; he may 
not be a math elite, but he 
thinks he did well. 

“It went pretty good 
at first until I got to 
the last two questions. 
That’s when things to-
tally went downhill. One 
of them had to do with 
sequences, which I can’t 
really remember from 
Grade 11,” he said. “The 
other had to do with ge-
ometry. I don’t think 
I had enough time to 
think about them.”

Prociw went into the test 
cold, without studying up 
on material learned since 
Grade 11 – which he said 
was one thing that would 

have improved his chanc-
es. 

“I think the time was 
enough, if I knew every-
thing really well going 
into it. I don’t think I 
was as prepared. I think 
it would have been per-
fectly fine if I would 
have studied a lot more.” 
The Grade 12 student 
plans to study engineer-
ing and after that, medi-

cine, so math is very im-
portant. But despite two 
tricky questions, he’s 
confident he did reason-
ably well. 

 “I don’t think I did that 
bad on the rest of the test 
really,”

It’ll be awhile before 
Prociw will find out how 
he did – Ruza said it will 
be a few months before 
results are released. 

UP FOR A CHALLENGE Nick Prociw (left) was one of 10 EDSS 
students who took the Canadian Open Math Challenge Wednesday 
(Nov.24). Teacher Christine Ruza administered the test.

This week’s wintry 
weather was just a taste 
of what’s to come this 
year, say experts with  
Environment Canada, 
who are calling for cold 
temperatures – and a 
white Christmas – for 
this year’s season. 

Officials are saying 
there is more than a 70 
per cent chance that 
there will be snow on the 
ground for Christmas 
day; as for it actually 
snowing on Christmas 
Day itself, there is a one- 
in-three chance of that 
occurring. 

This prediction is at-
tributed to a weak El 
Nino weather system this 
year, which will provide 
warm weather for parts 
of North America, but 
won’t reach the south-
western Ontario area. 

That means cold tem-
peratures and plenty of 
snow to go around, with 
this year expected to 
compare to last year’s 
wintry blast in January 
and February. 

Odds good 
Christmas
will be a 

white one

DO THE MATH  Ten mathematics enthusiasts from EDSS set aside calculators and pulled out their protractors and compasses for two and a half 
hours of challenging math, as part of the Canadian Open Math Challenge on Wednesday morning (Nov.24). 



VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA
Wise customers read the fine print: *, †, ‡, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer and apply to retail deliveries of most new in-stock 2005 Dodge Caravan
and Grand Caravan models equipped as described. Offers are subject to change without notice. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing subject to approval by Chrysler Financial. * The Save
the Tax offer is inclusive of applicable taxes and is based on 15% of the negotiated price of the vehicle after freight and air conditioning tax have been deducted. This rebate will be deducted from
the full purchase price including freight ($1,200), retailer installed options, warranties, retailer charges, PPSA and taxes. The Save the Tax offer not available on 2004 Dodge Ram HD Diesel, Dodge
Ram SRT-10 and Sprinter models and is limited to 7% on Dodge Viper. † Offer excludes Grand Caravan 28G. ‡ Leases are based on 48-month terms and exclude freight ($1,200), licence, insurance,
applicable taxes, registration, retailer charges and PPSA. See retailer for complete details and conditions. Total lease obligations are: $15,572 with $4,820 down for the 2005 Dodge Caravan 28C+AT1;
$17,492 with $4,820 down for the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan 28C+AT1. Lease interest rate is 0%. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. ** 0% purchase financing up

to 60 months on 2005 Dodge Caravan and Grand Caravan models. Example: $25,000/$35,000/$45,000 @ 0% over 60 months, monthly payment is $416.67/
$583.33/$750; cost of borrowing is $0; total obligation is $25,000/$35,000/$45,000. Offer does not apply to Chrysler Sebring Convertible, Dodge SRT-4, Ram
Heavy Duty pickups (Diesel), Ram SRT-10, Viper SRT-10 and Sprinter. If the 0% financing offer is chosen, the effective interest rate and the effective cost of 
borrowing with the foregone “GST/PST Savings” are as follows for the following amounts: $25,000/$35,000/$45,000: 8%/8%/8% and $5,414.60/$7,580.20/
$9,746.40. See retailer for complete details. ∆ Based on 2005 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. ® Jeep is a registered
trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.
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(THERE ARE ONLY TWO SURE THINGS IN LIFE.
WE'VE TAKEN CARE OF THE TAXES PART.)

SAVE THE
GST&PST

WHEN YOU PURCHASE A 2005 DODGE 
CARAVAN OR DODGE GRAND CARAVAN.*

C H R Y S L E R • J E E P® • D O D G E  I N T R O D U C E S

PURCHASE FINANCING
UP TO 60 MONTHS**

ON ALL CARAVAN & GRAND CARAVAN MODELS0%OR
CHOOSE

PLUS GET A NO CHARGE DVD SYSTEM†

ONLY IN THE 2005 DODGE CARAVAN AND GRAND CARAVAN.

DODGE: CARAVAN
• Factory installed DVD system (MSRP $970) • 3.3L 180hp V6 engine • Air conditioning 
• Colour keyed fascias • 7 Passenger seating • AM/FM/CD stereo 
• Power windows, locks and mirrors • Sentry-Key™ Engine Immobilizer 
• Cruise control • Multistage driver & front passenger airbags 
• City:12.2L/100 km (23 mpg)∆

Hwy: 8.2L/100 km (34 mpg)∆

$199‡
or lease for

per month for 48 months 
with $4,820 down payment 
or equivalent trade.
$0 security deposit.

DODGE: GRAND CARAVAN
Same features as Dodge Caravan plus:

• Anti-lock braking system • Factory installed DVD system (MSRP $970) 
• 6” Extended wheelbase with additional cargo capacity (25.6 cu. ft.)
• City:12.9L/100 km (22 mpg)∆

Hwy: 8.5L/100 km (33 mpg)∆

$40‡
more 
per month 
for 48 months.
$0 security deposit.

or step up to a
Grand Caravan for
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