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Elmira playwright finds 
comedy on the road

Woolwich approves 
spending for Clean 
Waterways project

▼ See ENVIRONMENTAL page 2

Council to 
continue with 
Canagagigue 
Creek cleanup

Wellesley Village says ‘no’ to all-way stop
Public generally opposed to plan for Nafzinger/Queen’s Bush roads intersection

▼ See VILLAGE page 2

Neighbours make one last pitch to 
modify large boarding operation

▼ See KENNEL page 2

����������������������3 Bdrm. Two Storey Townhomes 
from $163,900

Semi-Detached Homes 
from $173,650

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE ON 
BROOKMEAD ST. IN ELMIRA

Saturdays & Sundays 1:30-4:30 
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SALES REPRESENTATIVE

747-0231

PHASE I SOLD OUT
RESERVE NOW FOR
PHASE II

Split vote 
gives kennel 

go-ahead

KAREN LONGWELL

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Scary medical terms, nasty comments and a split 
council weren’t enough to stop plans for a large-
scale kennel on Woolwich’s Hopewell Creek 
Road. In a tie vote broken by Mayor Bill Strauss 

May 10, the township gave final approval to the dog-
boarding operation.

Neighbours surrounding the site had been fighting 
the bid since it first came to council last month.

London residents Jaymie and Michelle Crook recently 
purchased the 42-acre agricultural property – located 
in an area between Bloomingdale and Breslau – with 
plans to board up to 150 dogs at a facility to be con-
structed there.

The stormy council session, the third in the past 
month, saw neighbours attempt to overturn last week’s 
committee-of-the-whole decision supporting the ken-
nel licence. While a few pointed barbs passed between 
Crook and his new neighbours, opponents’ main focus 
was playing up the environmental and health impacts 
of the operation. They also suggested some compromis-
es, including a phased-in process for the licence. All 
the arguments were eventually rejected by council, 
where a 3-2 split ensued when councillors Murray Mar-
tin and Ruby Weber opposed the bid, forcing Strauss to 
cast the tiebreaker.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Questioning the 
need for an all-way 
stop in the core of 
Wellesley Village, 

residents turned out Wednes-
day evening to express their 
disappointment with plans 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having been bombarded with 
environment concerns as 
they deliberated the ken-
nel issue May 10, Woolwich 

councillors were also immersed in 
good-news reports from two township 
groups. The upbeat presentations put 
council in a giving mood, as it ap-
proved some $4,000 for ongoing clean-
up efforts along the Canagagigue 
Creek.

That money will go toward the Wool-
wich Clean Waterways Group 2004 
project, being carried out on the Flo-
radale-area farm of Amos and Eliza-
beth Bauman.

Earlier this month, the group plant-
ed some 400 trees and shrubs along 
the banks of the Canagagigue where 
it runs through that farm, explained 
representative Janet Cox. Efforts 
were aided by a host of volunteers, 
including the Grade 7 students from 
Conestogo Public School, the Grade 8s 

to alter the settlement’s most-
used intersection.

A group of about 20 people 
attended a public information 
centre hosted by Waterloo Re-
gion to get their first look at the 
proposal – which would see the 
intersection of Nafzinger and 
Queen’s Bush roads converted 
to a four-way stop – and pitch 

several possible alternatives to 
regional staff.

Currently, stop signs are post-
ed on Nafzinger Road only.

“The people who were in fa-
vour of it and the people who 
were against it, they were fair-
ly moderate in most cases. It 
was not a contentious meeting 
at all,” said Coun. Ron Hackett, 

who attended the session on be-
half of Mayor Ross Kelterborn. 
Kelterborn couldn’t attend be-
cause of a regularly scheduled 
regional council meeting. “It 
was very low key.”

Of the comment sheets hand-
ed in at the meeting, 12 opposed 
the plan and four threw their 
support behind it. But more 

than just opinion on the cur-
rent proposal was gleamed, 
explained Nancy Button, Wa-
terloo Region’s supervisor of 
transportation engineering.

“I was pleased with the turn-
out and the quality of the com-
ment sheets. People took a lot 
of time to write down their 

EDSS soccer squad 
eyes playoffs ▼ PAGE 12 ▼ PAGE 16

HANG IN THERE The weather really warmed up this week but that didn’t bother 
Nicholas Fast, 2, who enjoyed swinging from the top of a slide in Gibson Park on May 13.  
Temperatures rose up to the mid 20’s giving kids a chance to enjoy the outdoors.
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from Park Manor PS and 
the entire student body of 
the Floradale Parochial 
School.

Along with the cleanup 
and planting, the Clean 
Waterways projects also 
include the installation of 
new fencing – done by the 
farmers themselves – to 
keep cattle out of the creek.

“We always take a two-
pronged approach to our 
projects: to fence and to 
plant – even fencing makes 
an enormous difference,” 

Obviously unhappy 
with the decision, neigh-
bours were equally upset 
by council’s rejection of 
their suggestions to help 
ease the operation into 
the community.

“They didn’t even con-
sider our suggestions. 
They weren’t eleventh-
hour, they were well 
thought out,” Sandra 
Cassidy told the Observer 
following the vote.

“We came up with a vi-
able proposal – nowhere 
have they addressed who 
is going to be responsible 
for the noise. It doesn’t 
take too much intelli-

comments,” she said, 
adding several alterna-
tive suggestions were in-
cluded in the feedback.

One “theme” that came 
forward in the remarks 
was the suggestion that 
signage remain as it is, 
but on-street parking 
around the intersection 
be reduced to increase 
sight distances, she said. 

gence to figure out that 
barking dogs are going 
to create noise. Unfortu-
nately, there isn’t anyone 
to enforce it in our area,” 
added the shift-working 
nurse, who expects dis-
ruptions to her sleep.

A plan to phase in the li-
cence – 50 dogs this year, 
100 next, the full 150 in 
the third year – was the 
central suggestion, along 
with restricting the num-
ber of dogs allowed out-
side at any one time (sev-
en), building a very high 
landscaped berm, and 
restricting the dogs’ out-
door access to between 7 
a.m and 7 p.m.

Crook, however, argued 
that the project would 
fail financially if the li-
cence was phased-in.

“Such a restriction 
would jeopardize the fa-
cility – this project is not 
viable at 50 [dogs],” he 
told councillors.

Neighbours also voiced 
frustration that council 
appeared to dismiss the 
health concerns they 
raised.

A Kitchener kennel op-
erator and Waterloo vet-
erinarian recruited by 
the group both presented 
research detailing the 
risk diseases from dog 
waste could ultimately 

be passed on to humans 
living in the area – the 
principal threat being to 
groundwater.

Citing work by Pur-
due University profes-
sor Alan Beck, Ellie 
Ross said dog feces are 
among the worst of all 
animals for housing 
pathogens. 

American studies, in-
cluding those by the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency, have found di-
rect connections between 
dog waste and infection 
in humans, said Ross, an 
animal behavioural spe-
cialist who runs the Wag 
’n Train kennel in Kitch-

ener.
“The evidence has been 

that it’s a known property 
across the U.S.”

Veterinarian Dr. Mi-
chele St.-Pierre, who 
runs the Waterloo West 
Animal Hospital, rhymed 
off a host of pathogens 
– including campylo-
bacter, salmonella, E. 
coli, staphylococcus, and 
streptococcus – that may 
be transferred from dogs 
to humans.

She said there is a 
growing incidence of 
problems, evident at her 
practice in the newly 
developed area of west 
Waterloo – pets are sus-

ceptible to higher rates 
of pathogens in that area, 
where homes have been 
built on the edge of the 
city on former farmland 
and bush area home to 
now-displaced wildlife.

Problems can be re-
duced if pets are regular-
ly vaccinated – a practice 
not universally carried 
out, she noted – but not 
eliminated.

“Ensure that all the 
vaccines are given, that 
their [regularly] given,” 
she suggested. “But there 
are a lot things that can 
be passed that we don’t 
necessarily have vac-
cines for.”

Continued from cover

Kennel gets rough ride on way to approval

she noted. With the cattle 
out of the water, “streams 
have a fairly good capac-
ity to self-repair.”

Planting native species 
along the creek provides 
habitat for various ani-
mals and insects, as well 
as helping to control ero-
sion of the banks.

Once the initial work 
is done, the group then 
switches into mainte-
nance mode, planning 
on five years of weeding, 
trimming, watering and 
the like after the origi-

The intersection altera-
tions are designed to as-
sist drivers cope with 
insufficient sightlines, as 
well as to discourage the 
much-complained about 
truck traffic from cut-
ting through the village 
en route to Hw. 7/8 down 
Nafzinger Road.

According to the region’s 
figures, an average of 
3,793 vehicles go through 

the intersection daily. In 
the past five years, there 
have been four collisions 
at the corner. However, 
based on projections, five 
collisions were expected 
in that time period.

Much of the opposition 
to the plan stemmed from 
the belief that the inter-
section isn’t a significant 
problem, Button said of 
the comments. In fact, 

several people suggested 
a four-way stop would 
lead to more challenges.

“They’re concerned about 
the trucks turning and not 
having enough room if 
it was an all-way stop be-
cause they swing into the 
[oncoming lane in order 
to turn],” she said, noting 
those who favour a four-
way stop are worried about 
crossing the street safely.

Village residents worry about safety at intersection
Continued from cover

Environmental projects bearing fruit for council, township
Continued from cover
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FOR CHILDREN 8 & UP
Drawing • Painting • Ceramics • Crafts

T-Shirt and Materials Included
Pizza Party on the Friday of each session

$175 (per child) for the week

“They’re not comfort-
able crossing that inter-
section. It’s hard to see 
past the parked cars.”

Eight respondents re-
newed calls for the cre-
ation of a truck bypass 
that would reroute large 
vehicles around the vil-
lage. There were also 
calls to consider a three-
way stop, with a new sign 
installed in front of Pym’s 

Village Market. 
Over the coming 

months, regional staff 
will review the comments 
and prepare a report for 
the planning and works 
committee. If approved 
by the committee, region-
al council would have to 
endorse a bylaw permit-
ting the additional stop 
signs before they could 
be installed.

nal planting. That work 
is carried out with the 
group’s adopt-a-creek 
partners, including local 
service clubs. The Elmi-
ra Jaycees, for instance, 
have agreed to maintain 
the work done this month 
at the Bauman farm.

The funds approved by 
council will be drawn 
from $10,000 budgeted 
earlier this year, said di-
rector of engineering and 
planning Dave Gosnay, 
who noted the township 
also has some $7,000 left 

from last year’s budget 
allocation of $10,000.

In a similar vein, volun-
teers from the new Town-
ship of Woolwich Envi-
ronmental Enhancement 
Committee (TWEEC) 
will be out today (May 15) 
planting trees on town-
ship land in Elmira’s 
south end. The two-acre 
property is in the South 
Field business park, land 
adjacent to the proposed 
Elmira Ring Trail.

This marks the first 
hands-on project for the 

committee, noted Inge 
Rinne.

“I would like to invite 
each and every one of 
you, your friends, your 
family, your neighbours 
to come out and help 
– planting trees is very 
satisfying business: it 
goes relatively quickly 
and  you can see [im-
mediately] what you’ve 
done,” she said.

The work follows on a 
public-education work-
shop organized earlier this 
month by TWEEC. Held 

at the Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre in St. 
Jacobs, the event focused 
on methods to reduce pes-
ticide use and for planting 
alternatives to the tradi-
tional grass lawn.

“We’re trying to bal-
ance the urge in the 
short term to get some-
thing accomplished and 
to be able to see some 
fruits of our labour, and 
the longer-term issues 
… [projects] that will 
require some long-term 
planning.”
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Chopping block
EDSS students donate hair to those in need

Election warms up as 
candidates step up

KAREN LONGWELL

XDG donates $46,800 
to new Linwood 

Recreation Centre

   ▼   REAL NEWS, OPINION, AND ENTERTAINMENT BROUGHT TO YOU EACH WEEK BY YOUR ONLY 100% LOCALLY OWNED AND FOCUSED INFORMATION SOURCE.  
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Historical Society helps 
stock the shelves

More dog days for 
Woolwich council

With an election call looming, political 
parties of all stripes are gearing up to hit 
the campaign trail. To-date, there are three 
candidates waiting in the Kitchener-Cones-
toga riding for the writ to drop in Ottawa. 
Prepared to add their names to the bal-

lot are Kris Stapleton of Kitchener for the 
Green Party, Frank Luellau of Elmira for 
the Conservative Party and incumbent 
MP Lynn Myers of New Hamburg for the 
Liberals. Local New Democrats will select 
their candidate May 19.
Don’t expect to see a candidate for the 

Christian Heritage Party of Canada running 
locally, Peter Ellis – the candidate of record 
for the former Waterloo-Wellington riding 
– told the Observer. So far, no one has ex-
pressed an interest. Ellis is running to rep-
resent the Guelph riding in Parliament.

The book shelves at Wellesley township 
schools and libraries gained some histori-
cal perspective this week, thanks to the 
Wellesley Historical Society. The society 
donated several copies of The Black Experi-
ence in the Queen’s Bush: 1839 to 1865 by 
Linda Brown-Kubisch Thursday (May 13).
Five of the books went to area schools 

– three public/separate school board loca-
tions, as well as two Parochial schools – as 
well as the township’s three public libraries.
The book details the history of black 

settlers in the Queen’s Bush, which en-
compasses Wellesley township.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Students at Elmira District Second-
ary School literally gave a piece of 
themselves May 12, donating locks 
of their own hair to charity. 

The discarded manes will be donated to 
Locks of Love, a Florida-based non-profit 
organization that makes wigs for people 
that have lost their hair due to illness.

“This is truly a worthy cause and we just 
want to do what ever we can to help others 
in need,” said EDSS student council mem-
ber Olivia Vaughn.

A veteran of the haircutting initiative 
– having parted with her own hair in pre-
vious years – Vaughn said seeing fellow 
students involved in such worthy causes is 
truly inspirational.

“This is so good. I’m so proud of people 
who cut their hair that it’s just something 
that [despite the possible ridicule] you just 
think about how much good you are doing 
for somebody else,” Vaughn told the Observ-
er. “And that’s a big inspiration for yourself 
because everybody looks at your hair every-
day, and to cut it off is such a big sacrifice. 

“We just asked for volunteers and these 

CUTS FOR CANCER Elyssia Miller takes a last look at her locks just cut off by Christa Weber.  The two took part in the hair cutting event to raise funds for cancer 
at EDSS on May 12.

people did it willingly.” 
During the lunch hour, scores of students 

watched and cheered as their peers gave 
up handfuls of their hair. 

About 11 students, ranging from Grades 
9-12, lined up at the chopping block, so to 
speak, and donated a handful of hair for 
the cause. 

Christa Weber of Elmira’s Guys and 
Dolls Hair Design did the honours of re-
moving the hair. The bundles of hair were 
then placed into plastic bags and will be 
stored until they are shipped out to the 
U.S.-based organization.

The local sacrifices destined for Florida 
will join some 2,000 hair donations re-
ceived at Locks of Love through the mail 
each week. Some 80 per cent of the hair is 
donated by children – a clear case of young 
people helping their peers.

Founded in 1997, the organization pro-
vides hairpieces to financially disadvan-
taged children under the age of 18 who 
suffer from long-term medical hair loss. 

The number of hairpieces produced has 
increased significantly since its incep-
tion, from 21 the first year to more than 
1,000. Locks of Love has recipients across 
the U.S. and Canada. 

On the donor side, the group looks for po-
nytails at least 10 inches in length – most 
of the hairpiece recipients are girls, who 
prefer to sport longer hair. Each hairpiece 
is handmade (retail values start at $3,000); 
six to 10 donated ponytails are needed to 
create one hairpiece.

The EDSS offering is played out often 
enough across the continent to support the 
group’s work. 

But for some willing students, parting 
with their hair took a lot more effort than 
initially anticipated.  

“It feels weird to have my hair shorter,” 
said EDSS Grade 12 student Dan Forsey. “All 
through my childhood I’ve had long hair and 
this was just a spur of the moment thing. But 
I think it’s cool if it helps some people out.”

Forsey added that it is encouraging to 
witness students rally behind good causes, 
noting the various initiatives students take 
part in during the school year. 

The Locks of Love campaign is just one of 
several charity initiatives that took place 
at the school this week, including the Re-
lay for Life walk-a-thon held May 13-14. The 
12-hour relay was geared toward raising 
money for the Canadian Cancer Society 
and cancer research.  

Hot on the heels of this week’s kennel 
debate, Woolwich council will hear anoth-
er application when it meets June 1. This 
one, however, is on a much smaller scale, 
in keeping with standard applications. 
Volker Kochanek has applied for a ken-

nel licence to board up to 12 dogs on his 
agricultural property at 1226 Beitz Lane. 
As well, the applicant owns three dogs, 
which brings the total licence request to 
15 animals.

Water, water
everywhere

The newly opened Linwood Recreation 
Centre and Library got a $46,800 hand 
from the company charged with head-
ing up construction. This week, Breslau-
based XDG Construction Ltd. donated 
$46,800 to the Linwood and District 
Lions Club Building Fund – an amount 
reflective of the company’s site supervi-
sion services.
The donation is one of many from area 

tradespeople, who pitched in their exper-
tise to bring the $2.3 million facility to 
life, in addition to more than $450,000 
fundraised within the community.
Funding for the facility – which offi-

cially opened May 2 - also came from the 
provincial governments to the combined 
tune of $696,893.

March winds and April showers didn’t 
bring May flowers to St. Jacobs resident 
Brian Dernesch. Instead, they brought him 
a large pool of unwanted water, flooding 
out his backyard at 18 Eby St. Blaming 
runoff from higher ground owned by the 
township, he’s asked Woolwich council 
to solve the problem, which has become 
steadily worse in the past three years. 
Acknowledging responsibility, the town-
ship has hired a consultant to investigate 
the cause and possible remedies.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A two vehicle col-
lision on May 13 
brought police and 

firefighters to the inter-
section of Three Bridges 
Road and Bo-De Lane in 
St. Jacobs.

A red Nissan travelling 
north on Three Bridg-
es Road toward Henry 
Street was rear-ended by 
an older model Ford SUV 
when the driver attempt-
ed to make a left-hand 

Midday
mayhem

Four elderly people 
rushed to hospital for 

minor injuries
turn onto Bo-De Lane.

The impact of the colli-
sion caused the Nissan to 
cross the pavement and 
strike a wire fence about 
20 metres from the scene 
of the accident. 

Five people were in-
volved in the collision: 
four elderly people in the 
Nissan, and the operator 
of the Ford truck.

The victims were exam-
ined at the scene by Wa-
terloo Region paramed-
ics, then later transport-
ed to Kitchener’s Grand 

River Hospital, where 
they were treated for mi-
nor injuries.

Unable to reveal many 
details, Waterloo Re-
gional Police Const. Mike 
Labrie said traffic offi-
cers were still investigat-
ing if speed played a part 
in the mishap. However, 
alcohol had been ruled 
out as a factor.

Const. Labrie added the 
investigation into the col-
lision was still ongoing; 
charges were still pend-
ing at press time.

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN
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In a rare reversal of a 
committee decision, 
Wellesley council 

squashed plans to move 
the township’s recreation 
director office from the 
St. Clements Arena to the 
newly constructed Lin-
wood Recreation Centre 
– at least for now.

While the move was 
procedurally permitted – 
committees make recom-
mendations for council 
consideration – it sends 
a negative message to the 
volunteers on the com-
munity centre service 
boards, warned Coun. 
Joe Nowak.

“You would be setting 
a terrible precedent by 
overruling the people that 
we’ve asked to come and 
help us,” he told council 
last week in discussions 
leading up to the vote.

“We have a $2.5 mil-
lion facility (in Linwood) 
and I think it needs to be 

New office nixed for 
Wellesley rec. director

Council overrules committee; sends “discouraging” 
message to volunteers, says Nowak

managed hands-on.”
The recreation commit-

tee endorsed the office 
move last month, after 
hearing of several con-
cerns from recreation 
director Richard Hoover 
about the existing office 
space. The current office 
is shared with others, 
which limits room and 
leads to issues of infor-
mation security, Hoover 
reported. Moving to the 
Linwood Recreation Cen-
tre would also help to 
provide security at the 
newly opened facility, he 
told the committee.

The original decision 
followed extensive de-
bate, with community 
board representatives on 
the committee voting in 
favour of the move.

Hoover was not pres-
ent at the May 3 council 
meeting when the deci-
sion was reversed.

Nowak and Coun. Jeff 
Wilker opposed the mo-
tion to maintain Hoover’s 
existing office, but their 

votes weren’t enough to 
put a stop to the reversal 
effort, which ultimately 
passed 3-2.

“I think there’s no 
sense for a rec. commit-
tee anymore because the 
decisions are going to be 
made [by council],” Wilk-
er added, prior to voting. 
“I just think you’re mak-
ing a mistake.”

Council isn’t bound by 
committee decisions, 
stressed Mayor Ross Kel-
terborn, who denied the 
reversal sends a negative 
message to the service 
board volunteers. 

“This in no way, in my 
opinion, deletes the need 
for a service board in the 
different areas,” the may-
or said. 

“I think … it’s no differ-
ent than if we don’t follow 
a recommendation from 
staff or any other com-
mittee,” added Hackett. 
It’s not uncommon for 
council to vote against 
staff recommendations.

▼ See DIRECTOR page 6

HIT FROM BEHIND  A vehicle was rear ended at the intersection of Three Bridges Road and Bo-De Lane 
near St. Jacobs Thursday afternoon. The force of impact pushed the vehicle into a nearby wire fence.
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Whether they’re 
healthy or not, 
young girls are 

increasingly concerned 
about body image, a re-
port released this week 
shows, prompting local 
health officials to call for 
school programs to ad-
dress the phenomenon.

In a report published 
in this week’s Canadi-
an Medical Association 
Journal, researchers 
found that nearly one-
third of girls aged 10 to 14 
are currently dieting and 
believe they’re too fat, 
despite being of a healthy 
weight. The report fur-
ther indicates that 10 per 
cent exhibit behaviors 
consistent with eating 
disorders.

“It’s normal to put on a 
little bit of weight in those 
pre-adolescent years,” 
said Marilyn Temple, 
registered dietician with 
the Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre, who 
found the report’s find-
ings “concerning.”

While schools address 
healthy eating and the 
need for physical activity 
starting at a young age, 
there needs to be more 
done, she told the Observ-
er. “We need to address 
the body image issues as 
well.”

The Journal’s report 
was derived from infor-
mation gleamed from 
questionnaires com-
pleted by 2,279 southern 
Ontario girls aged 10 to 
14. Of the girls surveyed, 
four per cent admitted to 
engaging in binge eating 
and 1.5 per cent said they 

Body image classes needed at younger ages, says dietician

practice self-induced 
vomiting.

“Part of it has to do with 
the media, the role mod-
els that these kids have 
and the clothes that are 
fashionable now,” Tem-
ple suggested of what is 
inspiring the poor body 
image, referring to the 
growing trend of young 
girls wearing shirts that 
show off the mid-drift and 
low-rise pants. “There’s 
peer pressure to wear the 
fashionable things.”

While the WCHC hasn’t 
had much in the way of 
direct interaction with 
girls in the affected age 
group, Riverside Public 
School teacher Laura 
Briant is seeing the im-
pacts of poor body image 
firsthand.

“It seems like it’s start-
ing younger,” she said, 
noting that body im-
age issues traditionally 
reared their heads at 
higher grade levels. The 
school goes up to Grade 5 
and includes several stu-
dents at the lower end of 
the Journal’s study age 
group.

“I have had kids that 
have come up to me and 
if they didn’t think about 
it themselves that they 
were overweight, some-
one’s mentioned some-
thing to them. They’ve 
come in to me really up-
set thinking that they’re 
fat when they look per-
fectly fine.”

The Grade 3/4 teacher 
– who also serves as the 
school’s physical edu-
cation representative 
– support’s Temple’s call 
to include body image 
as part of health lessons 
beginning at younger age 

levels. Health classes gen-
erally focus on healthy 
eating and the need for 
physical activity.

“That might be some-
thing the [school] board 
needs to look at too, if it’s 
starting earlier,” she said. 

“It’s not a huge problem 
at our level … but I have 
had the odd kid come to 
me because of comments 
that have been made.”

“I don’t think that chil-
dren need to worry about 
weight, especially when 

they’re eating healthy 
and being physically ac-
tive,” added Temple, who 
noted dietician services 
from the WCHC are free 
of charge for Woolwich 
residents.

“We recommend that 

young people are active 
for at least an hour a day. 
There’s so much screen 
time with computers and 
TVs that kids are using 
their time in those ways 
rather than being physi-
cally active.”

Report suggests young girls worried about being “too fat” even when they’re not
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After a year that saw 
attendance figures 
drop, organizers of 

the Waterloo County and 
Area Quilt Festival have 
a sense of renewal and 
hope as they gear up for 
next week’s launch. De-
spite the festival’s slump 
in revenue noticed after 
the SARS outbreak in To-
ronto last May, this year’s 
festival is growing.

The upcoming festival 
– which runs May 20 to 30 
– features 49 events, when 
typically there’s between 
40 and 42.

“Especially after you’ve 
had a SARS year, to have 
people come back still 
believing in the festival 
enough to add events to it 
… really is a strong sign,” 
suggested Ana Kirkham, 
the festival’s executive 
director.

“I think people know 
that [hosting a festival 
event] is a great way to 
get traffic and to bring 
exposure to different ar-
eas. I think that’s what’s 
led to the growth,” she 
said, adding an economic 
impact study done two 
years ago showed the fes-
tival attracts $1.9 million 
into the local area.

The Waterloo County 
and Area Quilt Festival is 
a non-profit organization 
designed to promote the 
art of quilting through-
out the region and across 
the country.

This marks the ninth 
year for the festival, 
which features an ar-
ray of quilting exhib-
its, demonstrations and 
workshops. Typically, 
attendance at the events 
– hosted at a number of 
churches, galleries, mu-
seums and halls through-

Quilt festival 
expands in 

wake of SARS
Attendance fell last year but organizers say 

added events show renewed interest

out the region, reaching 
into Guelph and Fergus 
– ranges between 30,000 
and 40,000.

But last year, those fig-
ures dropped, resulting 
in a 38-per-cent reduction 
in revenues generated by 
the festival. SARS reared 
its head in Toronto a 
couple of weeks before 
the festival, resulting in 
health fears from travel-
lers and cancelled bus 
trips to the festival.

Adding to the slate of 
traditional attractions is 
the creation of a Quilters 
Market where wanting 
purchasers can view and 
buy quilts from across 
the province.

“Last year at the quilt 
market, we had a lot of 
people from the public that 
thought that was a place 
for them to come and buy 
quilts, but it wasn’t. It was 
really a place for people 
who make quilts to come 
and buy supplies. But we 

had enough of a demand 
that we decided to open up 
a quilt market,” Kirkham 
said of what inspired the 
new event.

The Ontario Juried 
Quilt Show has also 
seen a pair of new cate-
gories added to the chal-
lenge. For the first time, 
wearable quilted cloth-
ing and machine quilt-
ing will be included in 
the judging.

“A lot of (the vendors at 
the merchant mall) were 
wearing their quilted 
wearables and anybody 
who was wearing it was 
being accosted by other 
people trying to get them 
to sell their things,” she 
laughed in describing the 
growing demand for such 
products.

“There are so many very 
beautiful pieces out there; 
they’re very artistic.”

For a full calendar of 
events, visit www.quilt-
capitalfestival.com.

Coun. Dusan Cizman 
also supported the rever-
sal, suggesting it wouldn’t 
be an effective use of man-
power to have Hoover’s 
office in Linwood, where 
little maintenance work 
is needed. His time would 
be better suited in St. Cle-
ments, where the facility 
is in need of significant 
repairs.

In a related decision, 
council voted unani-
mously to start looking 
for a facility operator to 
work at the St. Clements 

CC. The hiring was ap-
proved during the 2004 
budget discussions, but 
was set to begin half-
way through the year 
as a money-saving mea-
sure.

The new position – cur-
rently Hoover acts as 
facility operator in St. 
Clements in addition to 
his obligations as rec. di-
rector – was initially ap-
proved last year, but was 
never filled.

“We’re looking at spend-
ing $250,000 this year 
[on rec. centre mainte-

nance/repairs] … it’s a 
lot of work, a lot of coor-
dination that’s needed 
to get that done,” Nowak 
said of the need to free up 
more of Hoover’s time so 
he can fulfill his duties as 
recreation director. 

Under the approved mo-
tion, the position will be 
filled for the second half of 
2004, but won’t necessar-
ily continue beyond that 
point. Once six months 
is complete, council will 
review the effectiveness 
of the position and decide 
if it’s worth keeping.

Continued from page 4

Director to stay put for now

QUILTING WITH COMPASSION (left) Annis Dippel, Quilt Gallery 
volunteer and Ana Kirkham, Quilt Festival executive director, unpack the 
Koinonia HIV/AIDS Quilt for the upcoming Quilt Festival.  The quilt was 
made by over 400 people in Africa and the U.S. and will be used to raise 
funds for the Mennonite Central Committee’s projects for the fight against 
AIDS.  The quilt will be on display at St. Jacobs Mennonite Church from 
May 25 to 28 as part of the Waterloo County and Area Quilt Festival.

KAREN LONGWELL
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Quilting groups piece it together

   In 
Stitches

by Karen
Longwell

PERFECT CUT The class begins 
with sizing and cutting down 
strips of fabric.  Student, Elinor 
Rau gets right into her work.

QUILTING TOOLS  Thread, cutters, fabric and sewing machines are just some of the tools used to work on each hand-crafted quilt. 

KEEP SEWING The sewing 
continues until about 1 a.m. 
in this special class.  Susan 
Harrop keeps sewing.

JOINING THE PIECES  Three strips 
are then put together.  Carol Nant 
studies her sewing job.

PUT THE PIECES 
TOGETHER  Carol 
Nant tries to find 
the best matches 
for strips of fabric.

STUCK  Marinette 
Fargo finds the 
sewing machine 
does not always 
cooperate.

FOOD BEFORE FABRIC Held only two or three times a 
year, the Ladies of the Evening quilting class includes a pot 
luck dinner before the quilting begins.  This was the 25th class 
of this type for Reichard’s Dry Goods in Elmira.
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If policies are used to protect land ... for farming, and everything 
else must be secondary, then this application does not fit.

Woolwich Coun. Murray Martin opposes a large-scale 
dog kennel application, saying the operation is better 
suited to an industrial area.

» A hands-on environment
Community environmental initiatives 
discussed at council this week show 
just what’s possible when residents 
put their time and effort into mak-
ing a difference. Such measures take 
environmentalism out of the realm of 
theory and into real life.

» The “great” indoors
Just as the weather is turning nice, 
and looking like it might stay that 
way, we’re advised to stay indoors: 
the MOE this week issued the sea-
son’s first smog warning. Poor air 
quality can be particularly rough on 
young people and the elderly.

» Yankee go home
As the U.S. action in Iraq drags on, 
not to mention the abuse fiasco, it’s 
no wonder a poll shows more than 
80 per cent of Iraqis oppose the oc-
cupation. The Bush administration, 
meanwhile, continues to say it’s on 
the right course.

Socialist gravy train halts under Harper
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Real life, not a test

Is this really the 
American way?

I ain’t none too im-
pressed with the way 
them Observer boys 

have been goin’ on about 
Stephen Harper and 
the rest of the Alliance 
– don’t seem like more 
than making excuses for 
the Liberals.

Some folks who ain’t 
thinkin’ right are all in 
a lather on account of 
Harper havin’ the man-
lies to say the truth, to 
stand up for what’s right; 
he’s a real Canadian, a 
patriot that cares about 
his country – which is 
more than a fella can say 
about a lot of them whin-
ers out there.

Looks like them Liber-
als and their sympathiz-
ers (I think “Lib-symps” 
got a nice ring to it) is 
tryin’ to tar the reform-
ers on account of glossin’ 
over their sponsorship 
boondoogle, the gun reg-
istry ripoff and a whole 
mess of other screwups. 
Trouble is, right thinkin’ 
folk ain’t buyin’ that par-
ticular brand of hogwash 
– just how stupid does 
they think we is?

We’re in a pickle here in 
this country, and the Lib-
erals is the ones that got 
us there. Why the hell is 
we gonna trust them to get 
us out? The answer is that 

they ain’t – they’re only 
gonna get us deeper, pass-
ing around my money, and 
yours, like it belongs to 
them and their cronies.

Folks moanin’ the most 
about the Alliance is 
those that got somethin’ 
to lose when the graft 
stops, or when the social-
ist gravy train runs out 
of steam.

POLITICIANS PROTECTIN’ 
THEIR OWN KIND: THIEVES
Speaking of big ripoffs, 

gas prices these days is 
enough to make us all 
figure the old orders got 
it right – like any farmer 
knows, the cost of crops is 
goin’ down, so feedin’ the 
horse is probably cheaper.

Now the Liberals and 
their types is all for reg-
ulatin’ this and that on 
account of them stealing 
money and rights from 
honest folks, but they 
can’t do more than flap 
their gums over the cost of 
gasoline, where the price 
is runnin’ away, goin’ 
from way over-priced to 
just plain criminal.

It seems like the feds is 
willing to spend billions 

on passin’ out flags to 
separatists and register-
in’ and hasslin’ law-abid-
ing gun owners, but they 
can’t do nothin’ when it 
comes to helpin’ decent, 
hardworkin’ folks to keep 
their cars on the road 
– which pretty much ap-
plies to everything from 
petrol and insurance 
rates to fixin’ potholes. 
I guess it’s fine to spend 
money on useless things 
that line their own pock-
ets and do nothin’ for the 
likes of you and me, but 
heaven forbid those of us 
who pay the freight ought 
to get a break in return.

Maybe they ain’t goin’ 
after the oil and insur-
ance companies on ac-
count of how there’s hon-
our among thieves.
NOSY NEIGHBOURS OUTTA 
MY BACKYARD....PLEASE
The wife, who’s always 

goin’ on about me spou-
tin’ off in these columns, 
figures gettin’ back out in 
the garden now that it’s 
spring will make me less 
“crotchety” on account of 
takin’ my mind off of pol-
itics and the like. I must 

say that I’m a fella that 
likes spendin’ time in the 
garden – which is more 
than some folks can say, 
if you ever take a look at 
their yards – but it ain’t 
always as relaxin’ as it 
ought to be.

Folks that read here 
regular know I ain’t so 
partial to neighbours’ 
cats comin’ around and 
treatin’ my flower beds 
like they is the litterbox. 
But what really gets my 
goat is them tree-hug-
gin’ types always tryin’ 
to take away my fertiliz-
ers and pesticides – I see 
how them local types is 
up to it again with their 
events. If folks want to go 
treatin’ their spots with 
garlic or horse droppings 
or holy water – whatever 
the case may be – then I 
says “go right ahead,” but 
don’t be tellin’ me how I 
should be lookin’ after 
my property. Of course, 
if the neighbours ain’t 
doin’ a good job killin’ 
off the weeds on account 
of bein’ veggies, or lazy, 
or both, then I ain’t so 
happy: I don’t need their 
weeds blowin’ over on 
my land and settin’ back 
all my work.

It’s pretty simple: keep 
your hands, and your 
nose, out of my dirt.

The provincial Liberals must be caught in 
an ideological bind over mandatory testing 
practices introduced by the former Tory gov-
ernment. On the one hand, the testing was 

introduced as part of the many regressive, backward-
looking philosophies adopted by Mike Harris; on the 
other, the Liberals have staked a place as the “educa-
tion government,” and better education means higher 
standards.

The issue was on the front burner again this week as 
an Ontario court upheld the practice of withholding 
high school diplomas for students who haven’t passed 
the Grade 10 Literacy Test – the parents of four stu-
dents had challenged the policy.

Among the points argued by lawyers for the parents 
were claims the testing is discriminatory, especially 
against visible minorities and new Canadians. Educa-
tion Minister Gerard Kennedy has made nods to that 
argument, acknowledging that a one-size-fits-all strat-
egy may not be ideal.

Fair enough, but standards should exist for a reason 
– simply turning students through the education sys-
tem (not unheard of today or yesterday) is not a de-
sirable operating plan. Students must be adequately 
prepared to meet the demands of the real world: not 
every student is going to pursue a post-secondary edu-
cation, but each high school graduate should be profi-
cient enough in the language—written and verbal—to 
fit easily into what follows that mandatory schooling. 
Anything less would be doing wrong by both the indi-
vidual students and society as a whole.

Graphic images of torture and humiliation of 
Iraqi prisoners released over the last week 
have taken considerable wind out of the Bush 
supporters’ sails, while simultaneously giv-

ing fresh ammunition to opponents of the U.S. Presi-
dent’s vendetta.

One of the first goals of war propaganda – and we’ve 
been subjected to a non-stop bombardment – is dehu-
manizing the enemy in the public’s eyes. Categorizing 
“us” and “them” makes it much easier to do whatever 
you want to “them” without making the folks back 
home (“us”) too squeamish. With the body count 
mounting on the U.S., recalling the specter of Viet-
nam (a powerful icon in American culture), the U.S. 
public has seen its resolve falter.

Now, these images have served to put a face on the 
“enemy” – who among us couldn’t help but be morti-
fied that anyone, let alone one of “us,” could treat an-
other human being in such a manner? What, we can’t 
help but ask, would we do if the roles were reversed 
and it was one of “us” being treated like that? Such 
emotions, while very human, are not what the Bush 
administration needed as it hopes to bolster domestic 
support for an increasingly unpopular “war.”

Worse yet has been the damage in the internation-
al community – both allies and foes alike have been 
alarmed by the images.

In foreign countries that supported the Iraq inva-
sion, often against the wishes of public opinion, the 
governments are having an even tougher time selling 
the war to the people. In the Arab world, the images 
are a clear indication the Americans are occupiers, 
not liberators.

How does the U.S. sell “democracy” and “freedom” 
when every action they take is opposed to those prin-
ciples?
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is your favourite 
ice cream and why?” Kylene

Kauk

WITH DRASTIC FLUCTUATIONS IN LOCAL WEATHER PATTERNS, MANY TOWNSHIP
FAMILIES FIND IT DIFFICULT TO PLAN FOR WEEKEND GETAWAYS...

“ C h o c o l a t e 
Moose Tracks.  
It’s peanut but-
ter cup choco-
laty fun.

Monica
Vervoort

“Caramel Cari-
bou.  There are 
rolos in it and 
it’s yummy in my 
tummy.”

Tonya
Bickford

“Caramel Tur-
tles because it’s 
turtles!”

Tracy
Wideman

“Moose Tracks.  
I like the mini 
peanut butter 
cups in it.”
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Remembering Churchhill puts a damper on all other politicians

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Super” CAO the first 
step to cut costs in 
regional municipalities

NO OTHER WEEKLY IN WATERLOO REGION OFFERS MORE OPINION. PERIOD.

▼ See TIME page 10

Well, you see, here 
we are, several 
hundred strong, 

celebrating the 64th an-
niversary of the greatest 
man of the last century 
becoming prime minis-
ter of Great Britain.

This would be the Alba-
ny Club on Toronto’s King 
Street, spiritual home of 
whatever Tories are left, 
and a gathering of the 
International Churchill 
Society, Canada, Patron: 
The Lady Soames, D.B.E. 
(who was recently quot-
ed as saying of Conrad: 
“London’s biggest bore 
unhung”). I digress.

The menu is smoked 
salmon followed by 
braised Cornish Hen fol-
lowed by Poached Pear in 
Red Wine. The wine, by 
the way, flowed like glue. 
Which would not have 
amused the great man, 
who once said, “I have 
taken more out of Scotch 
than Scotch has ever tak-
en out of me.” 

The greatest person of 
the 20th century, as we 

know, never graduated 
from Oxford, never grad-
uated from Cambridge, 
had trouble at Harrow 
because he hated math. 
Despite this dreadful 
handicap, he wrote more 
than 50 books, painted 
with such talent that his 
work was displayed by 
the Royal Academy, hav-
ing been submitted un-
der an assumed name, 
received the Nobel Prize 
for Literature and was a 
bricklayer of some skill.

This scribbler used to 
live around the corner 
from him, at Ennismore 
Gardens in Kensington, 
while working on Fleet 
Street. When he finally 
ended his second term 
as prime minister at 81, 
on his birthday each 
year the tabloid photogs 
would rush to his home 
and I would follow them 
and watch as the greatest 
man in our lifetime came 
to the window, bleary-
eyed, and waved for the 
cameras.

He once said, in the Com-

mons at Westminster, 
of Ramsay MacDonald, 
Britain’s first Labour PM: 
“I remember, when I was 
a child, being taken to the 
celebrated Barnum’s Cir-
cus, which contained an 
exhibition of freaks and 
monstrosities, but the ex-
hibition on the program 
which I most desired to 
see was one described as 
the ‘Boneless Wonder.’ 
My parents judged that 
spectacle would be too re-
volting and demoralizing 
for my young eyes, and I 
have waited 50 years to 
see the ‘Boneless Wonder’ 
on the Treasury Bench.”

Churchill fought in the 
Boer War and covered 
the Spanish-American 
War in Cuba as a report-
er. In Calgary, he once 
wrote to his wife that he 
was thinking of retiring 
from politics and taking 

up a career in the Cana-
dian West.

After being elected a 
Conservative MP in 1900, 
he crossed the floor in 1906 
to the Liberal benches. In 
1924 he returned to the 
Tories. “Anyone can rat,” 
he explained. “It takes 
something to re-rat.”

J.V. Clyne, then Chief 
Justice of the British Co-
lumbia Supreme Court, 
once told this scribbler 
of his experience with 
Churchill, who between 
the wars had no money 
and existed on speaking 
tours of North America. 
Clyne, as a young lawyer, 
was sent down to the Van-
couver CPR terminal to 
greet the star guest. Alas, 
it was Prohibition days 
in Canada and Churchill 
wanted a pre-speech 
drink.

Clyne explained the 

problem. Churchill ex-
plained his problem 
– he was headed up atop 
Grouse Mountain with 
his easel to paint one of 
the world’s most beauti-
ful harbour. No tickee, 
no washee. The panicked 
young lawyer found a 
bootlegger and struggled 
up the mountain through 
the bush. Churchill, 
hearing the noise, never 
raised his eye from his 
easel. “Got the whiskey?” 
he enquired. Speech went 
ahead.

The speaker at the Al-
bany Club missed the 
best Churchill story of 
all. One day he was in 
the men’s loo at West-
minster. Labour leader 
Clement Attlee walked in 
and Churchill hurriedly 
buttoned himself up and 
prepared to leave. Attlee 
said, “Winston, I didn’t 
know you were so mod-
est?” Churchill replied, 
“It’s not that, Clem. It’s 
just I thought if you ever 
saw something so large 
and running freely, you’d 

want to nationalize it.”
AND ANOTHER 

THING: Caligula, the 
Roman emperor (12-41) 
is famed for appointing 
his horse a pro-consul. 
This is always cited as 
the most cynical act in 
known politics.

It has now been sur-
passed by the Paul Mar-
tin government. 

The embarrassing fan-
dango of bribing Winni-
peg Mayor Glen Murray 
– previously an NDP sup-
porter and now destined 
for a Martin cabinet – 
beats anything unveiled 
in the Adscam scandal.

To facilitate the bribe, 
the Martoonies have 
bribed John Harvard, a 
mediocre backbench Lib-
eral MP (and previously 
mediocre Winnipeg me-
dia figure) to give up his 
seat to Murray in return 
for becoming Manitoba’s 
new Lieutenant-Gover-
nor. And this is Martin’s 
proclaimed “democratic 
deficit”? One wants to 
weep.

To the Editor,
By fortunate coinci-

dence, three chief ddmin-
istrative officer (CAO) 
jobs have become vacant 
in Waterloo Region; Wa-
terloo, Kitchener and the 
region itself. 

What a spectacular 
opportunity to find ad-
ministration synergies 
among our local govern-
ments! 

Now is the time to hire 
one CAO, as did hospitals 
in Hamilton and Kitchen-
er to administer multiple 
hospitals within their cit-
ies. Many CEOs or presi-
dents in private busi-
nesses manage multiple 
companies sometimes in 
multiple countries.

This super CAO could 

be given the mandate to 
weed out duplication and 
overlap of services that 
exists within our eight 
municipalities that, com-
bined, are about the same 
size as London, Ont., 
a city governed by one 
council. The list of possi-
bilities is extensive.

Naturally, hundreds of 
reasons why this is “not 
possible” will be given by 
power-preserving politi-
cians and senior bureau-
crats. 

However, with con-
stantly rising taxes we 
must ask ourselves why 
a seamless community 
called Waterloo Region 
with a population of un-
der 500,000 requires eight 
distinct governing bod-
ies, eight H.R. depart-
ments, eight IT depart-
ments, eight purchasing 
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Elections are more than just a horse race

Continued from page 9

Time to revisit issue  
of single-tier system
for Waterloo Region

DISAGREE WITH SOMETHING HERE?
Write a letter to the editor and let us know.�������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������
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departments, eight pub-
lic works management 
teams, seven parks and 
recreation departments, 
three library systems and 
so on.

We citizens of this re-
gion need to ask our elect-
ed representatives why 
we are preserving all this 
costly and needless dupli-
cation of services? 

And, they’re off! We 
appear to be on 
the eve of a fed-

eral election call which, 
if past trends hold, will 
be covered by the me-
dia using the same old 
horse-race methodology 
(not to mention the same 
old horse-race terminol-
ogy). Instead of giving 
Canadians a clear idea of 
what issues are at stake 
and where the different 
political parties stand 
on those issues, the me-
dia can be expected to 
focus almost exclusively 
on who is ahead, who is 
gaining and who is fall-

ing behind.
Some political reporters 

have at least recognized 
the problem, with at least 
one prominent reporter 
even vowing to do some-
thing about it. CTV’s Ot-
tawa Bureau Chief Craig 
Oliver has said, “I hope 
this will be an election 
in which content will be 
more important than the 
contest. And I think vot-
ers are gonna force it to 
be, because there’s such a 
state of high anxiety out 
there. People are worried 
about their jobs and their 
livelihood, and they want 
to find out who might of-

fer them some answers 
to meet those concerns. 
They’re gonna want spe-
cifics. They’re gonna 
want concrete, they’re 
gonna watch issues, I 
think, this time around, 
very closely.” 

Unfortunately, Oliver 
uttered these words prior 
to the 1993 campaign. 
Three federal campaigns 
have passed since then 
(1993, 1997 and 2000) with 

little sign that CTV or 
other media outlets are 
heeding this brave call 
for a focus on issues. 

Antonia Zerbisias, who 
covers media issues for 
The Toronto Star, recent-
ly called the continuing 
fixation on polls “a lazy 
example of news troll-
ing.” 

“Political reporters 
seem to be pre-occupied 
more than ever with polls 

– as in are the Liberals 
up and the Conservatives 
down? Is the Bloc back big 
time in Quebec? Will the 
NDP surge under Jack 
Layton?... Journalists 
know polls are not good 
journalism, nor are they 
good for journalism,” 
writes Zerbisias. “But we 
just can’t help ourselves. 
We’re like addicts. Just 
one more poll. One more 
headline. Then, then, 
we’ll quit. For sure. This 
time. We’ll go straight. 
Clean. Cold turkey. Hon-
est. And we wonder why 
Canadians’ eyes glaze 
over?”

Polls can and do make 
a difference in how po-
litical parties operate. 
For example, after polls 
consistently showed that 
health care was the num-
ber-one concern for Ca-
nadians, NDP strategists 
decided that the party’s 
2000 federal election cam-
paign would focus almost 
entirely on this one single 
issue. What they didn’t 
understand, in my opin-
ion, is that there is a vast 
difference between some-
thing being the most im-
portant issue and being 
the only issue that voters 
want to hear about. 

Thankfully, Jack Lay-
ton is taking a much 
more well-rounded ap-
proach to campaigning, 
and has even released a 
book detailing his views 
on a wide variety of is-
sues facing Canadians.

Of course, poll results 
are also a key factor in 
determining when we go 
to the polls. Like Jacques 
Parizeau, Paul Martin 
wants us to vote only 
when there are “winning 
conditions” for him. The 
absurd guessing game 
that preceded the 2003 
Ontario Election is now 
being repeated by the 
scandal-plagued Liber-
als, to the point where 
many of us who were once 
skeptical about fixed elec-
tion dates are now ready 
to embrace them.

I like reading polls as 
much as the next politi-

cal junkie, but I’m not 
content with simply 
knowing the numbers 
for each party. I want to 
know the questions asked 
and when they were 
asked, the sample size 
and methodology, the re-
gional breakdowns, and 
the trends from previous 
polls by the same pollster 
(as comparing polls from 
different pollsters is a 
meaningless exercise). I 
would urge anyone pay-
ing attention to polls to 
apply the same rigorous 
analysis – or, failing that, 
to simply ignore them.

Naturally, I’m particu-
larly fond of poll results 
that seem to favour my 
own political party of 
choice, the NDP (like last 
week’s Compas poll that 
showed the party break-
ing the 20-per-cent barri-
er for the first time since 
the 1988 election). I’m 
also frustrated when me-
dia coverage of polls fails 
to emphasize the fact that 
the NDP has more than 
doubled its support from 
the 2000 election, while 
the united right is poll-
ing at roughly the same 
level as the Alliance did 
in 2000 (before the Pro-
gressive Conservatives 
were – theoretically at 
least – added in). 

But, taking a healthy 
interest in poll results is 
much different than mak-
ing them the sole focus of 
media attention. Canadi-
ans need some meaning-
ful information about 
parties and policies, in-
stead of merely being told 
who is leading and who 
doesn’t have a chance to 
win. If they get that in-
formation, I dare say that 
some of them may even 
change their minds… 
and their votes.

As Zerbisias notes, “all 
this obsessing over polls 
must be alienating ordi-
nary Canadians whose 
voter turnout rates are 
already dipping danger-
ously low. And if media 
types don’t believe that, 
they should take a poll on 
it.” 

It is clear why we are be-
ing subjected to excessive 
taxes.

Now is the time, before 
we hire three new and ex-
pensive CAOs, to reopen 
the debate on public gov-
ernance in Waterloo Re-
gion. As citizens we need 
to insist that our political 
leaders commit to find-
ing cost efficiencies and 
higher quality services 
through serious coopera-
tion. 

Doug Hutton
Waterloo
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Construction on the boom in Woolwich ‘Tis the season ... for construction Housing starts remain high
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Don’t outsmart the market — outwait it
It may surprise you 

to learn that there is 
usually a huge differ-

ence between investment 
performance and inves-
tor performance. And in-
vestor performance is far 
more important. 

A study by FundMoni-
tor.com shows that mu-
tual fund investors usu-
ally make substantially 
less than their funds’ 
published returns. 
Shockingly, only one in 
17 Canadian investors 
matched or beat their 
funds’ published returns 
for the decade to Septem-
ber 2002. 

The reason few inves-
tors get their funds’ re-
turns is that they don’t 
buy and hold. They spec-
ulate, time markets and 

jump around from fund 
to fund, making mistakes 
and decimating their 
portfolios. 

The truth is funds do 
fine, but people don’t. 
The published returns 
assume that an investor 
buys and holds the fund 
for the full period. Unfor-
tunately, that’s rare. 

The FundMonitor study 
revealed that the average 
investor’s return is more 
than four per cent lower 
than that of the funds 
they select. AGF’s popu-
lar International Value 
gained 13.5 per cent over 
10 years, but investors av-
eraged only 4.9 per cent. 
The mammoth Temple-
ton Growth averaged 9.6 
per cent, but investors 
averaged 4.3 per cent. 

How is it possible to un-
der-perform your invest-
ments? It’s easy. You’re 
probably under-perform-
ing yours. 

In fact, another study 
found that your returns 
are mostly due to your 
performance, not that of 
your investments. It re-
vealed that 92 per cent of 
your returns are deter-
mined by your ability to 
select the proper asset al-
location and then stick to 

it, not killing yourself by 
excessive trading. 

Buy low, sell high? In 
practice, few investors 
do that. To their detri-
ment, investors tend to 
buy funds after they’ve 
gone up. Their funds 
drop and they sell and 
buy some new flavour of 
the month. 

Chasing performance 
kills investors. Ironi-
cally, investor sentiment 
and behaviour are usual-

ly good contrarian indi-
cators. When everybody 
is refusing to buy equi-
ties, that’s usually a good 
time to invest. 

“Investors have proven 
that they are terrible 
when it comes to choos-
ing the right time to in-
vest,” says FundMonitor 
analyst Aaron Brown. 

Some investors feel that 
the buy-and-hold phi-
losophy can be beaten 
by investors’ ability to 
judiciously trade. That’s 
rubbish. I’ll stack the 
record of super investor 
Warren Buffet against 
any market-timer. He’s 
the world’s second rich-
est person by buying 
pieces of great compa-
nies and owning them 
for …well, he says his fa-

vourite holding period is 
forever. 

So here’s what you need 
to do. Select good mutual 
funds with very good 
managers. Commit to 
owning them for 10 years 
or more. Don’t trade or 
speculate. If your goals 
or risk profile change, 
then reassess your strat-
egy. Otherwise, stay the 
course. 

If you can’t do this on 
your own, get a financial 
planner who will hold 
your hand through the 
tough times and will get 
you to do what’s right. 
Often it will be the op-
posite of what you want 
to do. 

Good investors don’t 
try to outsmart the mar-
ket. They outwait it. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was as an adolescent that 
Derek Martin learned the 
skills that ultimately led 
him to take a path of his 

own: the startup of his busi-
ness, ClayMar Electric. In mid-
March, the Floradale man took 
the part-time business based 
out of his home and made it his 
full-time focus.

As a youngster, he would bike 
off to visit his grandfather, 
Clayton Martin, during the 
summer months and spend 
time working around the wood-
shop. The retired man was a 
cabinetmaker who never shied 
away from tackling needed 
electrical work – all the while 
showing the young Derek Mar-
tin how it was done.

“[My grandfather] is the one 
who taught me electrical and 
woodworking, so I named it 
after him,” said Martin of the 
business’ name, adding his 
two-year-old son, Clay, is also 
named after his grandfather.

“I’d come up and I’d help him 
out. He had a lot of patience for 
me and taught me a lot.

“It was an older building, so 
he was fixing things up and 
showing me different things as 
we went.”

Before going out on his own, 
Martin spent about 10 years as 
an electrician. He worked for 
Gosen Electric of Waterloo and 
then the Floradale-based fam-
ily business, portable class-
room manufacturers Martin 
CL & Co. Ltd., as the on-staff 
electrician. However, his love 
of electrical work led him to 

Stepping out on his own
Lessons from grandfather lead Floradale man to start his own business

head out on his own.
“I did all the electrical work 

[at the family business], but it 
wasn’t full-time electrical, so 
I chose to get into more elec-
trical work again,” he said, 
explaining his duties also in-

volved truck driving and gen-
eral labour work.

“I’ve always enjoyed hands-
on things. I just wanted to do it 
full-time.”

Since then, he’s been servic-
ing residential, commercial 

your house to the light bulb at 
the end … or where you plug in 
your computer.”

“It’s going pretty good. I like 
having a broad range of things, 
that’s one of the things I like 
about having my own business. 
You do more of a wide range 
because you do a day here, two 
weeks there,” he said, adding 
running a business is pretty 
much what he expected it to be, 
with one exception.

“There’s a little more pa-
perwork than I figured there 
would be. But once you get the 
handle of it, it’s not a problem. 
But it’s basically what I expect-
ed.”

It’s been a long-time dream of 
Martin’s to have his own busi-
ness. Even in his days com-
peting in Skills Canada com-
petitions at Elmira District 
Secondary School it was in the 
back of his mind. However, at 
the time, he wasn’t sure if it 
should be electrical or cabine-
try in focus. At the encourage-
ment of his teachers, he entered 
the more lucrative world of the 
electrical trades and pursued 
his training appropriately.

But cabinetry hasn’t fallen 
completely out of Martin’s 
view. He continues to put to 
work the woodworking skills 
his grandfather taught him. 

“It’s more than a hobby, but 
the electrical is my focus,” he 
said, adding he does custom-
ordered cabinetry work out of 
his backyard woodshop, which 
doubles as storage space for his 
electrical business.

“[My grandfather] gave me all 
his tools when he passed away, 
so I enjoy using them.”

and light industrial customers 
in Kitchener, Waterloo, Guelph 
and the surrounding areas. 
Between new installations and 
service calls, he said you’ll 
find him working “anywhere 
from the power coming into 

KAREN LONGWELL

Just heading into prime construction season, Woolwich’s building activity 
is already head of last year’s pace. A report for April shows the township is-
sued 32 building permits with a construction value of $4.3 million, bringing 
the year-to-date total to $15.7 million, up from $11.5 million in 2003.

LESSONS LEARNED  Using the skills he first learned from his grandfather, Floradale’s Derek Martin recently launched his own 
electrical business, which goes by the name ClayMar Electric in recognition of the man who got him started.

There’s plenty of road work ahead as regional council this week endorsed 
two new tenders. A $412,000 contract for surface asphalt paving in Kitchener, 
Waterloo and Elmira was awarded to Warren Bitulithic Ltd, while Steed and 
Evans Ltd. received a $3.8 million contract for similar work on rural roads.

The CMHC this week reported annual housing starts fell to 241,600 in 
April from 252,900 documented in March. Although the starts decreased 
slightly from the previous month, housing construction remains at high 
levels according to CMHC chief economist Bob Dugan.   
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Spring
Maintenance

Service
$3995

†

No-chargeA/C check!

Environmental handling
charge may apply.

Free
Get a

Mopar Car Care Kit with 
any Spring Service Special.*

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

THE EASY WAY TO GET THE QUALITY, EXPERT CARE YOUR VEHICLE DESERVES.

O N L Y A T Y O U R N E I G H B O U R H O O D C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E R E T A I L E R
*While quantities last. Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and 
synthetic oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires June 19, 2004. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler retailer for complete details.

CANADA’S BEST
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

CHRYSLER   JEEP®   DODGE
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

� Lube, Oil and Filter Change
� Top-up of Washer Fluid
� Tire Rotation

� Peace of Mind Inspection
� Provide Written Report on Findings
� A/C System Performance Check

�
�
�

�
�
�

We’ll take care of the go. You take care of the show.

It was a test of strength and endurance for students from EDSS on 
Thursday, when they made their way to the Waterloo County Secondary 
School Athletic Association track and field competition. Results weren’t 
known as of press time.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As the warmer weath-
er slowly sets in for 
another year, a well-
known sporting beast 

is lurking in the bushes ready 
to pounce on another summer 
season.

Trading in four wheels for 
two, local bike riders are hit-
ting the trails looking for that 
ultimate outdoor experience.  

“As soon as the nice weather 
comes about you see people 
coming into the store especial-
ly recreational riders,” said 
Marta Martzalski of Ziggy’s 
Cycle shop in Kitchener. “They 
come out of the woodwork and 
that’s when you can tell it (the 
riding season) is here.”

Luckily for area cyclists, 
Woolwich and surrounding 
townships have virtually 
transformed the region into a 
bike friendly haven, offering 
riders scores of local trails. 

Woolwich Township boasts 
eight trails totaling approxi-
mately 77 kilometres for cy-
cling pleasure.

Long affiliated with area bike 
paths are Elmira’s Cheryl and 
Brad Fisher. 

The Fishers own and operate 
Green Valley Bicycle Adven-
tures, a company that provides 

Fun on wheels
Weather and geography becoming more bike-friendly

cyclists with historic and geo-
logical tours in and around 
Woolwich Township.

Riding the trails for years, 
Fisher said the township has 
come a long way in terms of de-
veloping bike paths for riders.

“It is definitely a bike friend-
ly area. The Woolwich Trails 
group has done a lot with the 
trails and the many service 
clubs too … having a township 
that is committed to promot-
ing the trails is encouraging. 
Elmira has come a long way in 
the last 10 years – that’s great 
to see,” she said.

To that end, riders got a posi-
tive boost to their pastime last 
week with the installation of a 
new bridge along the Kissing 
Bridge Trail – courtesy of the 
Optimist Club of Conestogo/
Winterbourne.

Now that the structure is in 
place, the community service 
group is setting their sites on 
converting the remaining sec-
tion of the trail to be a stone 
dust walkway. 

The previous overpass was re-
moved after Canadian Pacific 
Rail closed the line and took 
the bridge with it – forcing 
hikers and cyclists to take a 
100-metre detour to a concrete 
crossing on a private property.

The prospect of cleaning up 
the trail, according to Fisher, 

is exciting to say the least.
“That (the development of 

the trail) is just wonderful; we 
would really love to use more 
of the Kissing Bridge Trail,” 
she said.     

The guided tours offered by 
Green Valley will pretty much 
stay the same as last year, Fish-
er noted, with riders taking in 
the Elora and Woolwich coun-
try area. 

The group utilizes about five 
different routes that are often 
customized to suit a rider’s 
preference. 

“If someone wants extra miles 
like a really good cyclist that 
wants to do 60 kilometres in a 
day instead of 25 or 30 km we 
can arrange that,” Fisher told 
the Observer. “As well if some-
one wants to do a shorter route 
of 15 km then we can arrange 
that too. So we kind of take 
routings that we can add or 
take off mileage if needed.”

Typical routes that the Fish-
ers would use to provide the 
full “Woolwich experience” 
includes areas around New Je-
rusalem Road (St. Jacobs), West 
Montrose, Elmira toward Three 
Brides Road and Hawksville. 

An in-depth tour of the area  
typically runs about three 
hours.

“It’s a great way for a lot of 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The EDSS men’s 
soccer team man-
aged to kick and 

holler their way into the 
first round of the Water-
loo County Secondary 
Schools Athletic Associa-
tion (WCSSAA) playoffs 
May 11, defeating Kitch-

Soccer playoff fever hits the pitch at EDSS
Elmira high school team squeaks into first round of championships

ener Collegiate Institute 
4-1.

The win secured EDSS 
the final spot in the play-
off schedule, which will 
be played out May 13 
against regular season 
league leaders Eastwood 
Collegiate Institute of 
Kitchener.

“The boys are pumped. 
[KCI] defeated two or 

three teams that we lost 
to [previously], so that 
gives us a bit of hope 
too going into the next 
round,” Lancers head 
coach Keith Halley said, 
referring to his team’s 
impressive win. “We gave 
our best effort of the sea-
son in all aspects of the 
game. Our forwards were 
right on, our midfield was 

controlling the ball, our 
defence was keeping the 
ball outside the 18-yard 
box and both our keepers 
played very well.”

Gearing up to face the 
top team in the league, 
Halley said the Lancers 
are used to playing the 
role of underdog, and 
despite that distinction, 
he believes his team has 

what it takes to win.
“It’s going to be a tough 

game because they (East-
wood) haven’t lost a game 
yet this year. I think that 
we can advance passed 
the first round and that 
we can definitely be a 
team that surprises them 
and upsets them.”

The squad finished their 
season schedule below 

.500, boasting two wins, 
three losses and one tie 
– garnering the team 
fourth place. 

However, despite the 
team’s slow start to the 
season, Halley said the 
squad has rallied togeth-
er in recent weeks and 
become a solid unit capa-
ble of being a formidable 

▼ See SOCCER page 15

▼ See PLENTY page 15

TRAIL RIDING (front) Trevor Bowman, 8 and Mackenzie Stumpf, 7 enjoy a ride on 
the Kissing Bridge Trail, designed to accommodate both riders and walkers. It runs 
from Millbank through Elmira to Guelph. KAREN LONGWELL

With water flows up to five times the average seasonal rate, the Ancient 
Mariners were forced to postpone their planned May 11 canoe trip down the 
Grand River. The club planned to travel the entire length of the river in one 
day by starting at several locations simultaneously. No new date was set.

This week marked the official start of harness racing at the newly opened 
Grand River Raceway in Elora. The season opened April 26, with the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony held May 10. The former Elmira Raceway relocated 
to Elora last fall, where it was permitted to house a slots facility.
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Heading to the track ... and field Canoe trip down the Grand postponed Ponies take to a new track
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How suckers can make the outdoors un-bear-able
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Just the other day a 
couple of buddies 
and I visited our lo-

cal sucker creek. It was 
a pilgrimage of sorts, one 
that we do every year to 
observe a pool full of wet, 
wriggling and spawning 
flesh. Admittedly, this 
does not sound particu-
larly exciting. Neverthe-
less, we’ve come to accept 
that this is as close as 
we’re ever going to get to 
the Playboy mansion hot 
tub. 

While there, I was re-
minded that bears hang 
around sucker cricks too, 
although probably for 
strange reasons. 

Permit me to explain 
the psychological impact 
of fresh bear sign on 
members of an unarmed 
party paying homage to 
a remote and shadowy 
creek. The whole pro-
cess can be summarized 
by five phases. They are: 
discovery, realization, 
examination, appoint-

ments, and departure, 
collectively known as the 
DREAD syndrome.  

The discovery stage 
begins with the lead 
outdoorsman finding 
a steaming pile of bear 
scat attached to his shoe. 
It is quite common for 
this pile to have the size, 
shape and consistency of 
a cement block. You can 
learn a lot from this. The 
size gives an indication of 
how big the bear is. The 
consistency and corners 
tell you that the animal 
is not in a good mood.

On this, any outdoors-
man worthy of his fishing 
hat is expected to utter a 
witty comment such as, 
“Judging by taste alone, 
I’d say this one’s about 
three days old.” Unfor-
tunately, what comes out 
is, “F-fa-fa-fa-fres-fresh 
b-b-be-bear crap!” As you 
can see, this is decidedly 
less witty and it sets the 
tone for the remaining 
two minutes left in the 

woods.
This is followed by the 

realization stage, where-
by each member of the 
party makes their own 
discoveries. Suddenly, 
you see scat everywhere 
you look – most of which 
can be attributed either 
directly, or indirectly, to 
the bear. Moreover, the 
realization part is when 
you remember that you 
are the furthest from the 
road and that you have a 
tuna fish sandwich lunch 
along with a box full of 
jelly donuts in your back-
pack. It also occurs to 
you that your wife volun-
teered to pack lunch the 
moment she heard you 
were visiting a sucker 
creek. 

Which leads us to the 
examination stage. Here 

one curious outdoors-
man, who fancies him-
self a naturalist, begins 
poking through the bear 
crap with a pointed stick. 
I make it a point never 
to shake hands with this 
guy.

By poking around he de-
termines what the bear 
was eating – as if that 
matters. Invariably, there 
is hair, so he mumbles 
that it must be beaver, 
which, of course, is heard 

by the rest of the group as 
‘femur.’ This, by the way, 
is the outdoors equiva-
lent to “On your mark.”

At this point, several 
members of the expedi-
tion suddenly remember 
previously scheduled ap-
pointments – anything 
from dental to procto-
logical in nature. Once, I 
purported to have a com-
bination of the two. What 
was important was that I 
openly and honestly com-
municated a need to be 
somewhere else. 

Which leads to the de-
parture phase.  By now, 
each person in the group 
will have sized up the 

speed and agility of  the 
others – often going so 
far as to tie the fastest 
person’s shoe laces to-
gether.  Personally, I find 
this cowardly, self-serv-
ing and sneaky, which is 
why I try to calm every-
one down with tuna sand-
wiches and donuts. 

In the end, everyone 
makes it to the vehicle 
and no one even sees a 
bear.  That’s why, while 
others might run, I prefer 
to hold my head up high 
and depart at a slow, de-
liberate pace. 

With practice, this can 
even be done with shoe-
laces tied together.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When something 
is this good, you 
just keep on roll-

ing with it. At least that’s 
the attitude held by Jim 
Farwell, who is set to kick 
off the 14th edition of the 
K-W Pride Fastball Tour-
nament slated for May 28-
30 in St. Clements.

“This is a good quality 
tournament for interme-
diate fastball teams all 
across southwestern On-
tario and it offers an ear-
ly start for all the teams 
to get their pitches in and 
for everybody to get back 
into the swing of things,” 
Farwell said. 

A total of six teams 
from across the province 
– including squads from 
Elmira, Breslau and Lin-
wood – will take to the 
field.

Fathering the tourna-
ment 14 years ago, Far-
well said the tournament 
has grown into one of the 
most sought-after fastball 
prizes in the province.

The success of the tour-

On the mound 
Local teams set to compete in fastball tournament

nament, according to Far-
well, can be attributed 
to good organization and 
high level of competition.

“It has always been a 
good quality, very well 
run [tournament] – that’s 
why the teams just keep 
coming back,” Farwell 
said noting that tourna-
ment slots were filled up 
two months ago. “I never 
have any problems filling 
the tournament up every 
year.”

A 25-year veteran of the 
sport, Farwell said the 
game has the potential to 
grow substantially and 
therefore is committed 
to attracting people who 
want to play.    

“Fastball was always 
rumored to be dying and 
so we always just wanted 
to promote the game and 
try to keep the kids play-
ing and to keep the game 
alive; just offer some 
good, competitive [fast-
ball],” he said.

Only one major thing 
will be different with the 
event this year – it’s the 
first tournament Farwell 
will not take part in. 

Having multiple suc-
cesses with the K-W team, 
coupled with winning a 
world master’s champion-
ship with the Canadian 
national fastball team in 
Australia last year, has 
prompted Farwell to quit 
while he’s ahead.  

“I’m not playing for the 
first time … and kind of 
missing it, but 25 years is 
long enough and I want to 
play some golf,” Farwell 
said jestingly. “It’s a good 
time to quit now because 
basically there is noth-
ing else I could possibly 
win.”

To compete in the con-
test, teams are required 
to pitch in $300 (per out-
fit), most of which goes to-
ward the prize money for 
winning teams.

Farwell added that de-
pending on which cat-
egory the team competes 
in, players could win up 
to $900 for earning a first 
place finish. Players range 
in age from 18 to 50 years.

Breslau will kick off 
the tournament on open-
ing day – playing against 
Rockwood at 6:50 p.m. 
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RICHARD VIVIAN
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Just because soccer 
players have passed 
through the ranks 

of youth soccer doesn’t 
mean their desire to hit 
the field fades. Which 
is why a group of local 
adult players have gath-
ered together to form the 
Woolwich Thunder – a 
new local men’s soccer 
team catering to players 
18-years-old and up.

“It’s just something for 
us to do to continue play-
ing soccer. There’s so 
many kids going through 
and they wanted some-
where to play,” said team 
general manager Gord 
Braid, who will himself 
hit the field on an as-
needed basis.

At 45-years-old, Braid 
added, he will be the old-
est one to wear a Thun-
der jersey. The bulk of 
the 25-member squad 
has come up through the 
ranks of Woolwich Youth 
Soccer – which oversees 
the Thunder as well 
– and graduated from the 
Under 18 division during 
the last few years.

It’s a big team, the GM 
continued, but when it 
comes to adult leagues, 
you need to have more 
people signed on.

Getting what they wanted
Woolwich Youth Soccer adds adult squad to slate of teams

“There are guys that are 
working and guys that 
are refing so they won’t 
be at all the games,” he 
said, noting several play-
ers also coach or referee 
in the younger divisions.

“The way numbers are 
looking for us now, we 
might even have to start 
another team next year. 
There are a lot of kids go-
ing through that want to 
play and there’s only so 
much room.

“It can keep growing 
and growing.”

From last season’s Un-
der 18 boys team – for 
which Braid was the 
coach – 11 players be-
came ineligible to return 
because of their age, he 
said in pointing out the 
growing demand for con-
tinued play.

“They’re in great 
shape,” coach Rod Gaede 
told the Observer. While 
it’s an 18-years-old-and-
up division, most of the 
Thunder’s roster is on 
the lower end of that 
spectrum. “Probably 80 
per cent of the team are 
25 [years old] or less,”

The team’s first match 
was cancelled last Sun-
day evening after light-
ening started to flicker 
in the sky.

“I think we got about 16 
minutes into the game 

before it was [cancelled]. 
They really wanted to 
go at that first game. 
They were really disap-
pointed,” Gaede said of 
the short-lived matchup 
against the North Dum-
fries Brant team. During 
the limited play there 
was no score, but it did 
give players and the 
coach their  first look at 
the competition.

“What I saw of the other 
team was 19- to 20-year-
old men and it was a fast 
game, good soccer.”

It’s too early to tell how 
the team will stand up 
against the competition, 
but Braid said, it won’t 
be easy for any team 
looking to roll over the 
Thunder.

“We’re going to be a 
team that’s building. I 
don’t know that we’re 
going to win [the league 
championship], but 
we’re definitely going to 
be somebody to contend 
with,” he proclaimed.

The Thunder are sched-
uled to take on Mount 
Forest tomorrow (May 
16) at Lion’s Park in 
Elmira, starting at 7 p.m. 
If all works out, they’ll 
face off against the 
North Dumfries Brant 
squad Monday evening 
to make up the cancelled 
match.

ON THE BALL

PETER CRISCIONE

CHASING GLORY  The Woolwich women’s intercity soccer team squared off against Owen Sound 
May 9 at Lion’s Park in Elmira. Despite a strong start to the match, the women fell to Owen Sound by 
a score of 4-0.  
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opponent in the playoffs.  
“We have been within 

one goal in every game; 
it’s been fairly tight with 
every team. This has been 
a really competitive year, 
so I’m not disappointed.”

The Lancer coach added 
that the team’s run at the 
league championships is 
worth noting considering 
the squad had lost many 
of its players at the end of 
last season.

Last year’s team boast-
ed a similar record to 
the current outfi t but did 
not manage to make the 
playoffs, which is an ac-
complishment all on its 
own.  

“We have quite a few 
new players on the team 
this year. In fact we 
don’t have one returning 
player on our defence for 
instance,” Halley said, 
noting that many play-
ers left the team because 
of graduation. “We fared 
pretty much the same as 
last year unfortunately 
though with that record 
we didn’t make it into 
the playoffs so we’ve 
been fortunate that some 
of the results have oc-
curred [in our favour] 
and enabled us to get into 
the next round.” 

Now, with the prospect 
of acquiring some cham-
pionship hardware, he is 
confi dent his team will 
perform well in the com-
petition.

To that end, the coach 
said he would look to 
some key players to 
add that “extra special 
touch” on the pitch. The 
versatility of both team 
captain Nick Gaede and 
defenceman Sean Kamo 
McHugh spearheads that 
strategy.  

“[Kamo McHugh] and 
Gaede are our most ver-
satile players. Nick’s 
played everywhere from 
defence to striker, and 
McHugh has been abso-
lutely solid,” he said.

By allowing these play-
ers to take on a number 
of roles on the pitch, Hal-

Continued from page 12

Soccer squad has 
EDSS in a fever pitch

ley said he is able to fi eld 
a more attacking style 
strategy while covering 
vulnerable holes in the 
midfi eld.   

“I’m trying to create 
more of an attack mind-
ed strategy … and hope-
fully generate a bit more 
offence in the beginning 
of the game. At the be-
ginning of the season we 

had the tendency of get-
ting down once we were 
scored on but [in cases] 
where we scored fi rst, 
the momentum has been 
ours and we just keep 
rolling with it.” 

EDSS squared off 
against KCI May 14 in 
Kitchener but the fi nal 
score was not known as 
of press time. 

people who don’t know 
the area to get out,” Fish-
er said noting that her 
company gets a lot of visi-
tors during the summer 
months, often from the 
Toronto area.      

For those interested in 
taking up the sport of cy-
cling, Martzalski said it 
is important to keep a few 
things in mind – namely 
fi nding the most suitable 
bike.

“It is very important to 
get the right bike for the 
right type of riding that 

Continued from page 12

Plenty of places to get off road
you are doing,” Martz-
alski told the Observer. 
“With so many different 
bikes out there it is best 
to choose a bicycle that is 
good for the actual type of 
riding. Make sure to be fi t-
ted properly for your bike; 
that is very important.”

In addition, potential 
buyers should have price 
point in mind before en-
tering the store because 
purchasing a bike can be 
overwhelming, Martzal-
ski noted. 

Local police offi cials are 
also gearing up for the 

biking season – helping to 
spread a message of safety 
to riders.

Last week, Elmira po-
lice offi cers addressed 
students at John Mahood 
Public School on the im-
portance of bike safety 
and the need to take extra 
precautions when riding 
bicycles.

Offi cers warned fi nes, 
ranging from $35 to $100, 
would be issued to riders 
who fail to wear helmets 
or equip their bikes with 
safety features such as 
horns or refl ectors. 

KICKING TO THE 
PLAYOFFS Jared 
Redekop guns the 
ball from KCI’s Zoran 
Kukic.  EDSS crushed 
KCI 4-1 on May 
11 paving the way 
for a chance at the 
playoffs.

KAREN LONGWELL
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578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

SHOW SPONSOR 

SPONSORED BY

WATERLOO

As the first frosts come to
Persephone Township, Walt and

Maggie Wingfield are all set
to welcome new life to the
farm. Walt is alarmed about
the old feuds that divide
the neighbours. His
attempts to mend other
people's fences meet
with resistance. The
biggest challenge to
all of them is looming
on the horizon.

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SEASON SPONSOR SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 
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Choirs in good voice for fundraiser Musical decisions to be made Elora-Fergus the hotspot for artisans this weekend

��������������
������������������������������

REWARD
���������������������������

�������������������������

$25 OFF
�������������������

$ $

������������������������

����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fictional characters are 
entirely the creation of 
their authors … at least 
to begin with. Many 

writers know that their “chil-
dren” often grow up and take 
on lives of their own. That is 
the ongoing experience of Elmi-
ra playwright Ron Eagle as he 
leads an upcoming production 
of his Just Ordinary People.

Along with writing and di-
recting, he also wears a third 
hat: actor. He’ll appear on stage 
as the K.W. Silver Stars – a 
group of older actors who bill 
themselves as the most senior 
performing group in Waterloo 
Region – roll out the comedy-
musical June 4-6 at the Water-
loo Stage Theatre.

Penned about a year-and-a-
half ago, Just Ordinary People 
tells the story of about a dozen 
seniors brought together as 
they tour Europe – the mix is 
an uneasy one at times, and 
comedy ensues. In this largest 
staging of one of his plays, Ea-
gle notes that the Silver Stars 
have taken to the story, with 
the actors eager to make the 
characters their own.

“The characters aren’t mine 
anymore,” he laughed. “Those 
involved have adopted – and 
adapted – the roles as their 
own.”

That input is more than wel-

A bus-full of laughs
Elmira’s Ron Eagle writes, directs and acts in seniors’ production of Just Ordinary People.

come, he said, adding that, 
as the director, he still has to 
turn down more requests for 
personalizing the roles than he 
allows.

“I’m always open to sugges-
tions … it’s part of the process. 
And the [actors] are really en-
thusiastic – they have worked 
really hard.”

A comedy with music – rath-
er than a musical per se – Just 

Ordinary People finds its hu-
mour in the differences be-
tween the characters. The 
creative offshoot of a similar 
trip Eagle took with his wife, 
the play introduces us to the 
tour leader, Anthony; Rev. 
Ben, a priest who has lost his 
faith; Agatha, a domineering, 
Bible-thumping spinster and 
her meek, subservient sister 
Anne; the Hoovers, a couple 

in a perpetual state of war, as 
well as a cast of other colour-
ful souls.

From his own experience, 
Eagle noted with a laugh that 
“seniors kind of go really ber-
serk when they’re on tour,” 
scurrying from site to site and 
experience to experience, and 
making sometimes strange de-
mands of the tour guides.

It’s the characters that move 

the story along as they grow 
and evolve as the result of 
their interactions with the 
others – watch, for instance, 
as meek little Anne finds love 
and learns to stand up to her 
overbearing sister – but don’t 
expect too much sap.

“I think it will be really in-
triguing for the audience to 
see where they (characters) 
end up – I don’t write happy 
endings … in the Hollywood, 
everything-works-out-right 
way,” he said, adding that, for 
instance, one of the characters 
shuffles off this mortal coil as 
the play progresses.

Filled with familiar tunes, the 
play features music of the 1940s 
and ‘50s – marking the 60th an-
niversary of D-Day (which falls 
during the play’s run), Just 
Ordinary People includes a sa-
lute to the fallen and those who 
served, Eagle noted.

This outing is the eighth and 
most ambitious for the Silver 
Stars since the group’s incep-
tion in 1997.

The K.W. Silver Stars produc-
tion of Just Ordinary People 
runs June 4 (7:30 p.m.), June 
5 and 6 (2:30 p.m.) at the Wa-
terloo Stage Theatre. Tickets 
are $12, available from Words 
Worth Books in Waterloo, the 
Wing 404 Rotary Adult Centre 
on Dutton Drive in Waterloo, 
and at the Victoria School Cen-
tre in Kitchener. Call 885-7063 
for information.

ACT IT OUT (from left) Estelle Andrews and Fred Mahler listen to Elmira resident Joyce Pedder describe her fortuntelling talents 
in a scene from Just Ordinary People.  The production, to be staged by the K.W. Silver Stars, runs June 4-6 at the Waterloo Stage 
Theatre. KAREN LONGWELL

Looking to raise funds, the three choirs at St. John’s Anglican Church 
in Elora have turned to ... singing. “Breaking the Sound Barrier,” to be 
performed May 30 at the church, features an array of choirs and singers. 
Tickets are $10, which includes lunch. Call 846-5911.

They’ll probably appeal to different audiences, so there shouldn’t be too much 
conflict as two musical icons (for different reasons) hit K-W tonight (May 15). 
Soul legend Otis Clay plays the Starlight Club in Waterloo (885-4970), while 
Nash the Slash invades Kitchener’s Registry Theatre (585-0712).

The Wellington County Museum launches Threadworks 2004: the Gar-
den Party, an exhibition of needle arts, May 15; the Elora Centre for the 
Arts features the Canscaip Collection of children’s book illustrations 
starting Sunday. Call 846-9698.
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THE CHANGING SEASONS BRING A CHANGE IN SPORTS. 
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Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
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E.S. HOFFER & SONS LTD.

DEALER IN:
Sand, Gravel, Stone Dust,

Small Stone, Mulches & Topsoil
Open weeknights until 8pm and

Saturdays (pick up only) 7am - Noon
Phone: (519) 669-5438

6444 Line 86, R#2, West Montrose, ON  N0B 2V0
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HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

TRADES &    
SERVICES

TRADES &    
SERVICES

HELP WANTED

AZ Driver (Move/Install 
Modular Buildings). Com-
petitive wages/benefits. 
Deliver or forward resume 
to: C.L. Martin & Co Ltd, 
2170 Floradale Rd., Flora-
dale, ON., N0B 1V0. Fax 
519 - 669 -3921 or email 
murray@clmartin.ca

Handyman Needed For 
small miscellaneous repairs 
and maintenance on a casu-
al basis. Please call for more 
information. 669-5471.

Help Wanted for rapidly ex-
panding furniture company in 
Elmira. Positions available in 
finishing department as well 
as general labour. Experi-
ence an asset, but will train 
suitable applicants. Some 
heavy lifting involved. Fax 
resume to (519) 669-8820 
or call (519)669-3143.

Receptionist For Chiro-
practic Office. Mon. - Fri., 
2 p.m. - 7 p.m. Box 191, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs, 
ON., N0B 2N0.

Student Needed Weekly to 
cut and trim lawn, close to 
downtown area. Please call 
669-7660.

FOR SALE

8” Rainbow Trout 99 
Cents Each (minimum 100). 
Speckled & Brown Trout on 
sale. Pond supplies, wind-
mills areators. Call  Silver 
Creek, (519)833-2559.

Biscuit Fridges Sale. Fan-
tastic offers. Top mounts, 
SXS-s, Kitchen Aid, Whirl-
pool, GE & more. Shop ear-
ly, limited quantities. Walters 
Appliances, 669-2007.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Colorado Blue Spruce. 3-
10 ft, $5 per foot. Dig your 
own. 846-0518.

FOR SALE

Dis N Dat Treasures Spring 
Cleaning Sale. 10 - 50% off 
everything in the store until 
May 22, 2004! Store will be 
closed from May 23 - 31, re-
opening June 1 with more 
great deals. 15 Dunke St., 
Elmira. 669-5005.

Martin’s Strawberry Plants. 
Spring is here and so are our 
plants! Same place - 1 km 
west of Wagners Corners, 
1424 Lobsinger Line. To order 
ahead call 664-3530.

FOR SALE

Stove - Dacor Dual fuel 
- 30”. Gas burners, elec-
tric convection oven, white. 
Excellent condition. $1500. 
Call 664-1259.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and  Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bag of Baby Clothes, $50. 
0-12 months, twins boy/
girl. A1 brand names. 664-
2023.

Child Bike - suitable for 
4 or 5 year old. $15. Call 
846-9788.

Crock Pot - Rival. 4 quart, 
$15. 885-6936.

Friendly Husky. 8 year old 
beautiful white male, neu-
tered, good with kids. Free to 
a good home. 699-5535.

Rear Window Cover - fits 
up to a 99 Ford truck - full 
size. 698-2107.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74

75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82

83 84 85

ACROSS 
1. Thin fibrous bark of  
the paper mulberry
6. People who bake 
bread
12. Smallest type of  
fishing duck
16. Mistake
17. Type of  request to 
a deity
18. Bulgarian mone-
tary unit
19. US Army rank 
above a major and be-
low a colonel (2wrds)
22. United States Air 
Force (abbrev)
23. Liberation (abbrev)
24. Various members 
of  cattle family
25. Crystalline rock 
that is cut and polished 
for jewelry
26. A chronic drinker
27. Poetic simplified 
spelling of  “though”
30. Coins worth 1/100th 
of  basic value
31. Creating an unfa-
vourable first impres-
sion
35. The smallest whole 
number
36. Glue
37. Hindu meaning 
“disciple”
40. Two beats per mea-
sure of  music
43. A gas
44. To make a mistake
46. A beverage by 
steeping leaves in water
47. State of  impossible 
compatiblity

51. Make older
52. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
53. Contraction of  ‘un-
til’
54. Mexican money
55. Much like a leak
57. A fad with exagger-
ated zeal
59. Get your motor run-
ning
60. Man who holds be-
lief  in the inferiority of  
women (2wrds)
66. Southern US chick-
en stew
68. The verb to have
69. A pompous fool
70. Opposite of  cold
71. Rich in decorative 
detail
73. Family, class or 
kind
74. 51
75. The most impor-
tant dish of  the meal 
(3wrds)
80. Southern US corn-
bread
81. Whimsically com-
ical
82. Part of  eye that con-
tains iris
83. Hyper kids told 
they have these in their 
pants
84. A northern state 
American
85. Waterproof  can-
vasses
DOWN 
1. A language spoken 
in southeastern India
2. Get up out of  bed

3. ‘Pre amplifier’ (ab-
brev)
4. Fluffing your pillow
5. Product of  human 
creativity
6. Related to but small-
er than a tuna fish
7. Graceful, intelligent 
riding horse native to 
Arabia
8. Relatives
9. Eastern standard 
time (abbrv)
10. Mythical bird of  
prey, enormous
11. Arrogant person
12. Coarse, obnoxious 
people
13. Infectious disease 
affecting spinal cord
14. Something happens 
at a given place & time
15. Diana was Princess 
of  ___
20. Run off  secretly 
with one’s beloved
21. Set of  points or line 
that satisfy specific con-
ditions
26. Native tribe
27. Wife or widow of  a 
Czar (plr)
28. He is (contraction)
29. Relating to bones
32. Actor’s portrayal in 
a play
33. Clean as in ‘___ and 
span’
34. Member of  a Slav-
ic people
38. Word derived from 
“ketone”
39. To mow and cure 
grass and herbage

40. 1488 Portugese ex-
plorer established sea 
route from the Atlantic 
to Asia
41. A strong desire
42. Greatest in impor-
tance
43. One who excites re-
volt
45.  Fruit that matures
48. Followed by ‘upon 
a time’
49. Instead of
50. Famous jean maker
56. Large stately man-
sions in kingdom
58. Used as an exclama-
tion of  triumph
59. Need to weigh these 
before rewards
61. Plucked instrument 
with pear-shaped body
62. Overnight bag
63. Black eye
64. Protective gear for 
feet
65. Emotional strain
66. Alternative to papa 
or pops
67. Constellation on the 
equator
72. Mini whirlpool that 
doubles back on itself
73. A small island
74. Produced from vol-
cano
76. Woodstock was this 
to the 60’s
77. ‘Ready Or Not’ (ab-
brev)
78. Large northern 
deer
79. Tutankhamun or 
King ___

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

COMING EVENTS

ALLERGY, ASTHMA, ANA-
PHYLAXIS Update. Preven-
tion, management, research 
& changes to food allergen 
labeling. June 11, 2004, 6-
9 pm. Pearson Convention 
Center, Brampton. Con-
tact: 1-888-250-2298. www.
aaia.ca

ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUESTING MARILYN: A 
chick book with brains. Visit 
sacred sites in England 
and Ireland. Seek your own 
true Self. Available at www.
questpublishing.ca, book-
stores and libraries. 

BIZ SERVICES

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Do You Need Phone Ser-
vice? Reconnection $28.31 
Monthly Service $49.95! 
Paying Too Much Now? 
Free Transfer From Other 
Companies! Call Ontario 
Teleconnect. 1-800-456-
0643. www.ontariotelecon-
nect.com

WE ADVISE EMPLOYERS 
across Ontario on workers’ 
compensation issues at no 
charge. Call the Office of 
the Employer Adviser toll 
free at 1-800-387-0774 or 
visit our website at www.gov.
on.ca/lab/oea

BUSINESS

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

FREE REPORT! Discover 
how to make up to $2,747.36 
daily starting tomorrow! Writ-
ten guarantee. No selling. 
FREE details 1-800-279-0019 
Ext. CM89 24hrs or visit www.
cashflow123.com/cm89

UNDER $50 ITEM

T.V. Tower, 65 feet. Free 
if you dismantle. Call 656-
2384.

AUTOMOTIVE

1991 Red Civic Honda. 2 
dr., hatch, no rust. Certified. 
Daily driven. Auto. Phone 
669-5208. $1800.

1999 Chrysler LHS, low 
kms, sun roof. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan SE. 
Quad seats, Rr air & heat, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2001 Caravan SE, popular 
model, one owner, low kms, 
mint condition. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, low 
km, one owner, V6, air, CD 
stereo, tonneau cover and 
lots more. Voisin Chyrsler 
669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser LTD, sun 
roof, gold package and 
more. Low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, 
discharged bankrupt or 
no credit? We help good 
people get financed with 
the best possible rates! Fill 
out our convenient on-line 
application today, or call 
Harriston Motors 1-800-
567-0998 or www.harris-
tomotors.ca

RENTALS

For Rent - Two bedroom 
condo for rent - hardwood 
flrs., newer carpet, updated 
bath, finished rec. rm. & 
washroom in bsmt. Common 
pool. Avail. June 26. $759 + 
hydro. Call 669-8629 after 
5:00.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apar tment ,  f u rn ished, 
laundry facilities, parking, 
deck, electric heat, cable 
TV. No pets, adult build-
ing. References. $ 625 
inclusive. First & Last. 
(519)638-3013.

Spacious 3 Bedroom 
apartment for rent. Available 
July 1/04. Call (519)669-
2566 or  (519)502-6875.

REAL ESTATE

House For Sale - Open 
House. Extra large semi. 40 
Aspen Crs., Elmira. Sat. May 
15 and Sun. May 16, 2 - 4 
p.m. Mon. - Fri. 3 - 5 p.m.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

COMING EVENTS

Benefit Dance for Mavis 
Cathrea of Elmira. Pur-
pose: to help with the costs 
of her Cancer treatments 
not covered by OHIP. Royal 
Canadian Legion, 11 First 
St. E., Elmira. Friday, May 
28, 2004, 8 p.m. Tickets 
$10 per person. Available 
at the Elmira Branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion or 
call Earl Reist 665-2486 
or Shaun or Jason Cathrea 
669-3049.

Don’t Miss the Flame of 
Hope Trail Ride and Car-
riage Drive, Saturday, May 
29, 2004 in Elmira. This is 
a non-competitive ride on 
horseback to raise mon-
ey for diabetes research. 
Awesome prizes! Call 1-
519-669-5906 today to 
register.

COMING EVENTS

Wholesome Treasures 
Sale Rescheduled - Gen-
tly used hardcover com-
plete sets of Uncle Arthur’s 
Bedtime/Bible Story books, 
My Bible Friends and much 
more will be sold. Saturday, 
May 22, starting at 8am in 
Elmira at 13 Centre St. Unit 
4. Call 669-1456 for further 
details.

LOST & FOUND

Lost Cat - Black with green 
eyes. Lost in Birdland area 
- just off First St., near St. 
Teresa’s School. Call 574-
0901.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

C u s t o m  R o u n d  a n d 
square baling and wrap-
ping and no till seeding. 
Call Mar-Rod Enterprises 
at 580-5131.

GARAGE SALES

All Weekend Yard Sale, 
May 21 - 24. Fri noon, Sat., 
Sun., Mon., 7 a.m. Rain or 
shine. Antique cupboards, 
furniture, misc. collectables, 
dolls, toys, books, bikes, 
lawnmower parts, baby and 
household items, peren-
nials. Take Hwy 86 north 
towards Listowel, between 
Glen Allan and Dorking. 
Watch signs.

Breslau Community Ga-
rage Sale. Sat. May 29, 7 
a.m. - 12 p.m. at the Bre-
slau Memorial Park tennis 
courts. 20+ families. Rain 
or shine.

Garage Sale - 73 Centre St., 
Elmira. Sat. May 15. Miscel-
laneous items and partial es-
tate sale. 8 a.m. start.

Garage Sale - Home Hard-
ware Distribution Centre, 34 
Henry St., St. Jacobs. 7am 
- 1 pm., Saturday May 29, 
2004. Rain or shine. Charity 
garage sale.

GARAGE SALES

Estate Garage Sale in-
cluding car. 119 First St. W., 
Elmira. Sat. May 15, 7 a.m.

Garage Sale - Rain or 
Shine! 1009 Friedmann St., 
Linwood. Sat. May 22, 7 
a.m. - 2 p.m. Framed prints, 
Christmas decor, dishes, ar-
bour and much more.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 
15, 139 Young St., St. Ja-
cobs. 8 a.m. - noon. Baby 
items, Coke collectables 
and household items.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 15, 
7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 57 Falcon 
Dr., Elmira. Lots of baby and 
children’s clothing.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 15, 
7 a.m. 16 First St. (corner 
of First and Snyder) Elmira. 
Variety of exciting stuff.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 15, 
8 a.m. 20 & 24 Crane Cres-
cent, Elmira.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 22, 
109 Queensway Dr., St. Ja-
cobs. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.Table 
& chairs, household items, 
Mates bed.

Garage Sale - Saturday, May 
15, 8 a.m. Winterbourne. 
Wicker furniture, oak enter-
tainment centre, computer 
desk, air conditioner, vintage 
doors and more.

Garage, Bake & Craft Sale. 
Saturday, May 15, 7am - 
2pm. at the Elora Curling 
Club, David St., Elora.

Multi Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 15. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Weberlyn & Mussleman 
Crs., Conestogo.

Neighbourhood Garage 
Sale. Sat. May 15. 19 Cen-
tre St., Elmira. 7 a.m. - 12 
noon. Lots of great stuff. 
Stand alone basketball net, 
antiques and china.

Wellington 4H Garage 
and Plant Sale. BBQ lunch. 
Alma Hall, Alma. May 15, 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m. Support youth, 
support 4H.

BUSINESS

JOIN OUR TEAM - TrueVal-
ue Hardware, Country De-
pot, V&S Options. No Fran-
chise Fees - receive Yearly 
Dividends. On-going field 
support. New & existing lo-
cations. Call TruServ Can-
ada TODAY - TOLL-FREE 
1-800 - 665 -5085. www.
truserv.ca

FANTASTIC INCOME from 
one acre. $ Grow Echina-
cea. Plant June till Sep-
tember. Normal price $0.17. 
Special discounts on volume 
sales. Free information. Bill 
1-866-665-1599.

EASY PAY CHEQUES! 
Proven 27 minutes a day 
home business. No selling. 
100% success guarantee in 
writing. Call now for free info 
1-888-748-5486 ext. 116.

ADULT DIAPERS. Buy di-
rect by the case at fraction 
of retail. Top quality - brand 
name. Distributor program 
available in some areas. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
ABD Products 866-636-
7560, 416-736-7560

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held August 7-13, 
2004. For information con-
tact: SouthwesternSchool 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

TRAINING

FR EE C O U N S EL L I N G 
COURSE. Skills for person-
al growth or career in coun-
selling. We are looking for 
people with sincere desire to 
help others. 1-800-665-7044 
or www.healingskills.com

EMPLOYMENT

MIDDLESEX-ELGIN LEGAL 
SERVICES INC. WSIB/CPP 
Specialists. Are you an injured 
worker? For FREE Consul-
tation CALL NOW TOLL-
FREE 1-866-922-9742 (1-
866-WCB-WSIB) or 519-645-
1855. www.wewinwsib.com

ONTARIO TRUCK DRIVING 
SCHOOL - Employment pos-
sible within 6 weeks!  Regis-
tered & Approved Private Ca-
reer College.  A,B,C,D,E,F & 
Z.  Truck, Bus, Forklift & 
Heavy Equipment. London, 
Windsor, Sarnia & Cha-
tham. For application or 
interview, CALL 1-800-263-
4777  www.otds.com. 

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777.
Serving all Ontario. 

NO PHONE? We can help! 
Phone Factory Reconnect 
will get you a phone for 
$49.95/month and you can 
enjoy unlimited local call-
ing; www.phonefactory.ca. 
1-877-336-2274.

FINANCIAL

C.P.P. PENSIONS. Ted Pur-
vis - Pension Advisor. Spe-
cializing in Canada Pension 
Plan. Disability application 
& Appeals representation 
before Review Tribunals & 
Pension Appeals Board. 20 
years of experience in C.P.P. 
(613) 269-4918

FOR SALE

SAWMILLS $3,495.00 - 
LumberMate-2000 & Lum-
berLite-24. Norwood In-
dustries also manufactures 
utility ATV Attachments, Log 
Skidders, Portable Board 
Edgers and forestry equip-
ment. www.norwoodindus-
tries.com - FREE Informa-
tion: 1-800-566-6899 Ext. 
400 OT

FOR SALE

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S, 
YOU’RE APPROVED, Get 
a Genuine MDG Horizon 
Computer System for only 
$899 or just 81 cents per 
day. With a Free Lexmark 
3 in 1 Printer, Free Digital 
Camera, Free CD Burner, 
Free Microsoft Word and 
Free 17” Samsung Moni-
tor. No Money down, Don’t 
Delay, Call Today! 1-800-
236-2504.

WIDE PLANK FLOOR-
ING AUTHENTIC TRADI-
TIONAL long length wide 
width. Customize your 
home or cottage. Buy di-
rect from Mill. Oak, Ash, 
Cherry, Maple, Pine and 
more.  TOLL-FREE 1-866-
749-5559

AMAZING! ONLY 79 CENTS 
A DAY! Get a Brand Name 
Computer Delivered to your 
Door with No Money Down! 
Free Digital Camera! Call 
NOW! Toll-Free 1-866-259-
1171 www.BrandsNOW.
com

SPECIAL OFFER - Buy 
3 get one FREE. Coral 
Calcium “Extra”. Dare to 
compare. We have 560 
mg of calcium from coral 
calcium; www.curecana-
da.com; 1-866-319-0708, 
Calgary. 

HEALTH

DRUG / ALCOHOL Help 
a loved one who’s losing 
everything to drugs or al-
cohol. 75% success rate, 
100% natural, something 
different. www.narconon.ca 
1-877-782-7409.

HELP WANTED

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full 
or Part Time. No Experi-
ence Required. Start to-
day. Visit our website now. 
www.MyHomePCJob.com. 
Code: A1

OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise where more people read, 

in Woolwich Observer. PLUS, get the 
added exposure of having your ad 

appear on our website, too. Get more 
with The Observer.
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PLUMBING
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

PAINT/DECOR

����

����������
���������������������

�����������
���������
��������

�
������������

��������

�������������
�����������
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DECKS & FENCING
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OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

LAWN CARE

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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LANDSCAPING DEPOT

CONSTRUCTION

TREE CARE

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING
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COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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INVESTMENT SERVICES
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A-Z DRIVERS

AZ DRIVERS  - SINGLE 
HIGHWAY U.S. RUNS. 
Paid Hub miles, paid Border 
crossings, sleeper berth 
pay, full benefit package, 
new equipment, regular 
home time. To find out how 
you can increase your earn-
ings & be home more CALL 
1-800-668-9691 Ext. 214. 
McArthur Express Inc. Lo-
cated in Cambridge.

SKILLED HELP

EXPERIENCED ROOF-
ERS needed for successful 
roofing company in Central 
Alberta. Slope roof asphalt 
shingle experience a must. 
Competitive wages. Fax re-
sume, 403-341-6722, email 
goodmen@telus.net

PHONE SERVICES

CANADA’S TOP PSY-
CHICS...Are You Ready to 
Believe in Psychics Again? 
Call Now, You Won’t Be 
Disappointed! 1-900-451-
7070. $2.95/min. 18+

PERSONALS

Gambling too much? If you 
or someone you know has a 
problem with gambling, call 
the ONTARIO PROBLEM 
GAMBLING HELPLINE 
(OPGH) toll-free, 1-888-
230 -3505. w w w.opgh.
on.ca

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY STEVE KANNON                                                       If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

PERSONALS

Are drugs and alcohol af-
fecting your life? Information 
about treatment services is 
available. Call the DRUG 
AND ALCOHOL TREAT-
MENT INFORMATION LINE 
(DART) toll-free, 1-800-
565-8603. www.dart.on.ca

D I VO R C E  S U R V I VA L 
STRATEGIES --- Before 
spending large sums on le-
gal fees, call THE FAMILY 
LAW CENTRE.   Our law-
yers will outline your options 
& offer proven strategies to 
help safeguard your assets 
& defend your child custody 
& access rights.  Don’t be 
a victim! “Separate Smart”.  
Uncontested Divorce $398 
+ Disbursements (Ontario 
Only).  Toll-Free 1-866-
459-4529.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal 
it with a PARDON! Need 
to enter the U.S.? Get a 
5 year WAIVER! Call for 
a free brochure. Toll-free 
1-888-9-PARDON or 905-
459-9669. 

PETS

DOG WITH ARTHRITIS 
OR INJURY? Herbal anti-
inflammatory powder. Af-
fordable. Drug-free. No 
side-effects. Contains all-
natural GLUCOSAMINE 
and CHONDROITIN. Stop 
pain and suffering. FREE 
information 1-800-825-
8221. shenherbals.com

REAL ESTATE

BC LAKEFRONT. Now pre-
selling. Adult living in Salm-
on Arm, BC on Shuswap 
Lake. Limited waterfront 
lots. Visit online at www.
westharbourvillage.com or 
call 1-888-804-0043

LIVE THE GOOD LIFE 
in Nova Scotia’s beautiful 
Annapolis Valley. Warmer 
weather, great gardening 
& nearby Acadia Univer-
sity. Free Package: www.
liveinnovascotia.com. 1-
8 8 8 - 8 6 5 - 4 6 47.  ema i l : 
mail@kingsced.ns.ca

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDING SALE! 
“ROCK Bot tom Pr ices ! ” 
Priced to sell. Beat next price 
increase. Go direct/save. 
25x30. 30x40. 35x50. 50x120. 
Others. Pioneer 1-800-668-
5422. Since 1980. 

FUTURE STEEL BUILD-
INGS Durable, Dependable, 
Pre-engineered, All-Steel 
Structures. Custom-made 
to suit your needs and re-
quirements. Factory-Direct 
affordable prices. Call 1-
800-668-8653 ext. 536 for 
free brochure.

OUTDOOR REC.

A HANG GLIDING experi-
ence. Take a Tandem Dis-
covery Flight with an In-
structor. We are close to 
Orangeville. (519) 925-6619 
Website: www.tohg.ca

SERVICES

PHONE DISCONNECT-
ED? Lowest reconnection 
rates ever. Will not be un-
dersold. Switch to Easy Re-
connect. Get reconnected. 
Ask for bonus today. 1-877-
446-5877; www.easyre-
connect.com

VACATION

GOLF BARRIE PACKAG-
ES! 2-Nights, 2-Rounds 
(choose from 8 courses), 
2-Continental Breakfasts, 
2-$5 Restaurant Vouchers, 
Free Golf tees. $135 ppd. 
Georgian Summer Suites. 
Details www.summersuites.
ca, 1-705-721-5190

TIMESHARE RESALES - 
Rii(r) Stroman - Since 1979. 
Buy-Sell-Rent-Exchange. 
World Wide Selection. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-201-0864. 

TIMESHARE RESALES 
-- 60-80% off Retail! Best 
Resorts and Seasons! Call 
for FREE catalogue! 1-800-
496-5964. Browse online for 
over 400 worldwide proper-
ties- -www.holidaygroup.
com

RIVERBOAT CRUISING 
- St. Lawrence River. The 
hassle free way to travel. 
Unpack once, relax & en-
joy. Included: Shore excur-
sions, great meals & nightly 
entertainment. 5 & 6 nights. 
Private Staterooms. From 
$1,464.00. DIAL-A-BRO-
CHURE 1 (800) 267-7868.

May 5
9:06 AM Police responded to the St. 

Jacobs Factory Outlet Mall following 
the report of a break and enter. The 
front window to a business had been 
smashed with a large cinderblock, 
which was still inside. Suspects took 
two racks of clothing and the cash 
register. The investigation continues.
1:29 PM Police responded to an 

accident on Kressler Road, where 
an Oshawa man driving a five-ton 
truck had swerved to avoid two dogs 
and entered the gravel shoulder. The 
shoulder was soft, causing the truck 
to roll into the ditch. There was no 
damage to the vehicle.
4:30 PM A break and enter was 

reported on Northside Drive in St. 
Jacobs. A shed had been entered us-
ing bolt cutters – nothing was taken, 
but police received a similar call, in-
dicating somebody was checking out 
sheds in the village. At the second call, 
suspects made off with tools from an 
unlocked shed.

May 6
7:53 AM A Gowanstown resident 

was travelling on Line 86 just west 
of Macton when a deer ran out and 
struck the left rear side of their truck. 
The deer ran off, not to be found. The 
driver suffered no injuries.
2:33 PM A break and enter was 

reported at a Northside Drive, St. Ja-
cobs residence where suspects took 
tools and a DVD player. Police discov-
ered footprints near the door, which 
brought in the forensics identification 
unit. The investigation continues.
8:30 PM Police responded to St. 

Clements after receiving a report of a 
youth being struck by a pellet gun. As 
a result of the investigation, two St. 
Clements youths were warned, and 
the gun was seized for destruction. 
The victim suffered a small red mark 
on their right calf.
11:14 PM An area resident attended 

the Division 3A station on Industrial 
Drive and handed in an ammunition 
collection for destruction.

May 7
4:03 AM As a result of a RIDE pro-

gram stop, a 28-year-old Elmira man 
had his licence suspended for 12 
hours after blowing a ‘warn’ on a 
roadside screening device.
5:47 AM An accident occurred on 

Arthur Street North, near Florapine 
Road, when a 67-year-old Moorefield 
woman travelling southbound struck 
the shoulder of the road and lost con-
trol of the vehicle, which rolled over in 
the ditch. She was taken to Grand Riv-
er Hospital with back and neck pain 
– non-life-threatening injuries. The 
vehicle was demolished. The investi-
gating officer noted that the driver’s 
seatbelt likely saved her life.
6:40 AM Police and firefighters re-

sponded to a report of a fire at the 
Elmira Stoveworks plant on Arthur 
Street South. The fire – some smolder-
ing of cardboard and plywood – was 
out before officials arrived. There were 
no injuries and no damage reported.
2:16 PM A 26-year-old man was 

taken to hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries after a construction ac-
cident on Water Street in St. Jacobs. 
While working on a new home, the 
worker fell some five metres when 
floor joists collapsed on the second 
storey. He was transported to St. 
Mary’s Hospital and treated for a 
broken leg. The Ministry of Labour 
was notified and is investigating the 
mishap.
8:50 PM An anonymous complaint 

from a driver on Hwy. 8 – reporting 
they thought another vehicle con-
tained three children not wearing 
seatbelts – led police to stop a ve-
hicle on Line 86 west of Macton. As 
a result, the driver was charged with 
using ‘plates unauthorized’ and given 
a court date. The vehicle was towed 
from the scene.

May 8
1:20 AM As a result of a RIDE check 

in Elmira, an Elmira man had his li-
cence suspended for 12 hours after 
blowing a ‘warn’ on the roadside 
screening device.
2:18 AM An 18-year-old man 

stopped at the same RIDE check was 
issued a 12-hour licence suspension 
after blowing a ‘warn’ on the road-
side screening device.
9:41 AM Police responded to an 

accident at Centre and South streets 
in Elmira. A vehicle driving on Centre 
Street collided with a vehicle driving 
on South Street after one proceeded 
into the intersection that wasn’t clear. 
Damage to both vehicles was moder-
ate. There were no injuries. One driver 
was charged with ‘fail to yield to 
through traffic.’
9:54 AM Graffiti was reported at 

the Maue Golf Centre near St. Ja-
cobs – spray paint had been used 
on a vending machine, the dividers 
between tee-off areas at the driving 
range and on a junked car parked on 
the range. Police have no suspects, 
but the forensics identification unit 
responded to the scene.
2:27 PM An accident occurred at 

Ament Line and Herrgott Road in 
Wellesley Township. A 16-year-old 
Conestogo woman was travelling 
westbound on Ament Line and col-
lided with a vehicle travelling south-
bound on Herrgott Road, driven by 
a 44-year-old St. Clements man. A 
passenger in the southbound vehicle 
was taken to St. Mary’s Hospital 
complaining of a sore chest. Minor 
injuries were reported by the Cones-
togo resident, who was charged with 

‘failure to yield to traffic on a through 
highway.’ Both vehicles suffered mod-
erate damage.
3:02 PM Police responded to a 

Wallenstein residence, where some-
one had received a counterfeit 
$20 bill (bearing the serial number 
AYK4988942) from a local business. 
The bill was turned over to the fraud 
branch for processing.
7:59 PM An Elmira resident reported 

the loss of a licence plate (DPC 712).
May 9

12:26 AM An Industrial Crescent 
business in St. Clements was the 
scene of suspicious activity as three 
or four teens were spotted in a pickup 
truck on the property, reportedly with 
drugs and drug paraphernalia. As a 
result of their investigation, police 
issued a warning to the youths and 
notified their parents.
9:25 AM A bicycle was found be-

hind the Little Short Stop store on 
Church Street in Elmira. The bike had 
been there a few days. Described as 
a red and white girl’s bike, it can be 
claimed at the Elmira detachment.
9:47 AM Police received a call from 

a Reids Wood Drive resident, who 
found a black car crashed into his 
fence. Further investigation revealed 
the car had been stolen from an Ar-
thur Street North business, where it 
had been parked for repairs. Addi-
tional damage to the car was minor, 
as was damage to the fence. The in-
vestigation continues.

May 10
12:13 AM A suspicious person was 

reported after a caller saw a male 
running from behind the LCBO store 
on Church Street in Elmira. The male, 
described as 25-30, got into a black 
sports car and took off toward Wa-
terloo. Responding officers found 
everything intact at the LCBO and 
surrounding businesses – they sus-
pect the man may have been running 
because of the heavy rain.
7:49 AM A break and enter was re-

ported at an Earl Martin Drive, Elmira 
business. Sometime overnight, sus-
pects gained entry by smashing the 
upper portion of a door. They pried 
open a file drawer, but took nothing. 
The investigation continues.
7:50 AM  A Jessie Place resident 

called to report they had found items 
– two beige wicker chairs, a beige 
wicker table, two patio chairs and 
a lady’s bicycle – deposited on their 
lawn. See report for 11:23 a.m.
10:33 AM A Westview Court, Flora-

dale resident reported their shed had 
been entered overnight – taken were 
a Honda gas mower, a riding lawn-
mower and three gas cans. Police 
suspect the items were transported 
by the trailer taken in the incident 
reported at 11:23 a.m.

11:23 AM Police took a report from 
a Westview Court, Floradale resident 
that a utility trailer had been stolen 
from their rear yard. The trailer con-
tained the items reported found at 
the Jessie Place residence.
5:46 PM An Elmira resident reported 

that sometime overnight somebody 
had struck her vehicle – the driver-
side door was completely smashed 
in. A neighbour had seen a van at 
approximately 7:15 a.m. pull into 
that property, later hearing a banging 
noise before the van left the scene.
6:12 PM An accident was reported 

at the drive-thru lane at Tim Hortons 
in St. Jacobs. A vehicle in the lineup 

backed up into a trailing vehicle. 
Damage to the rear vehicle was de-
scribed as minor, but moderate for the 
trailing vehicle. The drivers agreed to 
try to work out a deal privately.

May 11
11:10 AM A St. Jacobs business 

reported that two cheques had been 
stolen by an ex-employee and forged. 
Police have a suspect; the investiga-
tion is ongoing.
11:24 AM Police responded to an 

accident at Lobsinger Line and Mar-
tin Creek Road, where a dump truck 
entered the oncoming lane and struck 
a delivery truck. There were no in-
juries. The driver of the dump truck 

was charged with ‘failed to drive in a 
marked lane’ and failing to surrender 
his driver’s licence.
2:46 PM At a Bluebird Place, Elmira 

address, police found a 24-year-old 
man who had fallen head-first off a 
roof where construction was ongo-
ing. He was taken to Grand River 
Hospital with a non-life-threatening 
head injury. The Ministry of Labour is 
investigating.

May 12
1:34 AM A St. Clements man, 23, 

had his licence suspended for 12 
hours after blowing a ‘warn’ on a 
roadside screening device used at a 
RIDE check.
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St. Jacobs bank raises $3,150 for pediatric unit Waterloo Region gets environmental nod Get ‘em before they’re gone
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ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

������������������������������������������

���������
���������������
��������������

��������
�������
������������
���������������

��������������������
���������������������
��������������

���������������������������
���������������������������������� ��������

����������������������

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Students of Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School 
will take their passion 
for the French language 

to the next level this weekend, 
competing in a public speaking 
forum in Toronto. 

Shelly Martin and Tommy 
Mayberry travel to York Uni-
versity May 14 for a chance 
at a provincial French public 
speaking title.

The pair secured their shot to 
compete this weekend after win-
ning top honours at a regional 
contest held at Kitchener’s Grand 
River Collegiate in early April.   

“We’re really excited for our 
students,” said EDSS French 
teacher Martin Merlihan of 
his students chance to garner 
top honours at the competition. 
“They’ve done really well.”

The French public speaking 
forum – or properly titled Con-
cours Art Oratoire – is an an-
nual competition organized by 
Canadian Parents for French 
and various school boards 
across the province.

Each school year, EDSS fac-
ulty members host an in-school 
French-speaking contest with 
students competing in several 
categories. Of the students who 

Exceeding their $2,000 goal, Scotiabank in St. Jacobs, managed to raise 
$3,150 for Hamilton-based McMaster Children’s Hospital pediatric unit at 
their annual street barbecue Apr. 23. St. Jacobs’ Country Kettle Classics 
restaurant and the Scotiabank organize the street barbecue every year.   

The efforts of Waterloo Region to inject an element of environmental sus-
tainability into Grade 3 classrooms haven’t gone unnoticed. This week  the 
Region received an honourable mention from the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities CH2M Hill Awards for its You Can Clear the Air program. 

take part in the competition 
only two from each category go 
on to the regional competition, 
Merlihan noted.

The EDSS students were 
placed in separate categories 
in the regional event – May-
berry competing in the Grades 
9-10 and Martin competed in 
the class consisting of Grade 
11–OAC students. 

A total of five students from 
Elmira took part in the region-
al contest.

For the regional competition 
students were required to com-
pile a 3-5 minute address on a 
topic of their choosing.  

Commencing in January, stu-
dents began working on the 
first drafts of their speeches, 
with French teachers helping 
students revise and fine-tune 
their work.

“It takes a lot to get ready for 
the competition and you have 
to be really familiar with your 
speech or else you will freeze 
when you are up there,” Mar-
tin explained.

Both Martin and Mayberry 
agreed that being able to take 
part in such competitions 
helps them better understand 
the language – and to appreci-
ate it more.  

“With the actual competition 

EDSS French 
toast masters
EDSS students compete in Toronto in provincial public speaking forum

KAREN LONGWELL

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira’s Mavis Cathrea 
is fighting an uphill 
battle. After incurring 
her second cancerous 

brain tumor in three years, 
Cathrea has been left virtually 
debilitated – unable to utilize 
her left arm and leg; unable to 

A battle on two fronts
Benefit dance to be held in support of Elmira woman stricken with cancer

live the active life she was so 
accustomed to. 

But dealing with cancer is not 
the only obstacle Cathrea has 
to overcome. 

The real challenge now – apart 
from fighting this illness – is 
finding the money to pay for 
treatment.

To that end, friends and fam-
ily are organizing a benefit 

dance May 28 at Elmira’s Royal 
Canadian Legion.

After spending several weeks 
in hospital – first at Hamil-
ton General Hospital and then 
Kitchener’s Freeport Hospital – 
Cathrea was told by doctors she 
needed a relatively new type of 
chemotherapy. 

Unfortunately for Cathrea, 
50, this new type of therapy is 

not covered by OHIP – casting 
Cathrea and her family into a 
personal hell, scrambling to 
find a way to come up with the 
money for rehabilitation. 

Treatment “can go up to $3,000 
a month … that’s not pocket 
change for the average Joe Ca-
nadian that has a mortgage,” 
Cathrea said of the financial 
impact the cancer treatment 

will have on her family.  “This 
is just devastating.”

For the moment the Cathreas 
have found temporary relief 
thanks in part to her husband’s 
company insurance policy 
– covering roughly 90 per cent 
of the cost.

However, even with 90 per 
cent coverage, Cathrea noted 

▼ See SYSTEM page 22

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When it comes to 
achieving goals, 
Elmira District 
Secondary School 

student Krysten Calibaba can 
assure you that anything is 
possible if you just put your 
mind to it.

And that’s exactly the frame 
of mind that’s helping Calibaba 
and more than 400 other people 
raise money for the Canadian 
Cancer Society this weekend 
– taking part in the Relay for 
Life walk-a-thon May 14-15.

Initially anticipating 250 
people, Calibaba said she and 
other EDSS student council 
members were surprised when 
almost double that amount, 435, 
signed up for the fundraiser.       

“We’re just thrilled. We talk-
ed to people from other schools 
and saw what their turnout was 
in their first year – we figured 
since it was our first [time], we 
would go for 25 teams and hope 
to raise $25,000. We thought we 
would build on that year after 

▼ See LOCAL page 23

Students 
rally for 
cancer

EDSS jumps in to 
support cancer 
research with 
Relay for Life

▼ See EDSS page 22

The CNIB is coming straight to Crompton Monday morning to display 
the main prize in the annual Harley Davidson V-Rod Raffle. The 2004 
motorcycle will be on display  and tickets can be purchased from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The draw will be held June 15 in Kitchener.

SPEAKING THE LANGUAGE EDSS students Tommy Mayberry and Shelly Martin have won 
places in a provincial French-language public speaking contest this weekend in Toronto.
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Now’s the time for some agri-food harmony
Monsanto decision heralds new opportunity for dissident groups to work together
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CEDAR SPRING NURSERY
PHONE 846-0048
OPEN Mon. to Fri. 8 am to Dusk

Sat. 8 am-6pm; Sun. 9am-5pm

Cedar
Springs

Go West on Union St. from Fergus
Go East on Water St. from Elora

Elora Fergus
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OVER 100 VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM
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4 1/2” POTS 18 OR MORE EA.

GERANIUMS BY THE PACK ��� 6 PLANTS
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Ivy Geraniums • Fuchsia • Bacopa
OVER 50 VARIETIES OF TRAILING AND FLOWERING IVY’S TO CHOOSE FROM
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AND UP

year, but this is just over-
whelming,” Calibaba 
said, noting that partici-
pants were required to 
form a team of 10 people, 
each responsible for rais-
ing $100.

The funds garnered 
from the event will go to-
ward cancer research. 

The Grade 12 student 
said the positive outcome 
so to speak could be at-
tributed to a successful 
student-led campaign 
aimed at generating 
awareness among peers.

Right from the start, 
members of student coun-
cil wanted to drive home 
the point that cancer is a 
prevalent issue and a dis-
ease that has a wider im-
pact on the community, 
she said.

“It’s definitely some-
thing that has affected 
our school.” 

The event commenced 
with an opening ceremo-
ny Friday evening, and 
featured speeches from 
cancer survivors and 
members of the Canadian 
Cancer Society.  

Once the formalities 
were complete, 17 cancer 
survivors led students in 
a “victory lap” to kick off 
the event. 

Those that took part in 
the relay engaged in a 12-
hour walk-a-thon around 
the school’s track and 
camped out in tents over 
night. 

EDSS was just one of 42 

You can still hear 
the reverbera-
tions this weekend 

across the country from 
people patting them-
selves on the back, tak-
ing credit for Monsanto’s 
decision on Monday to de-
lay further development 
of genetically modified 
(GM) wheat. Everyone 
– activists, the Canadian 
Wheat Board, the farm-
ers’ union – thinks they 
trumped the company. 

The bravado is under-
standable. Such victo-
ries, real or imagined, 
are rare. But the reality 
is this was a Monsanto 
decision. Like many oth-
er multi-national compa-
nies, it’s influenced by 
public opinion, but not 
governed by it. It makes 

calculated business deci-
sions, and the GM wheat 
decision was a business 
decision. The climate 
isn’t right for the prod-
uct; that doesn’t mean 
Monsanto is cowering 
in a corner, scared by its 
opponents. We’ll see GM 
wheat again, and the com-
pany has said as much. 

For now, it was prudent 
to put the brakes on GM 
wheat technology. But 
here’s a point that few are 
making: Monsanto didn’t 
have to stop development. 
It was perfectly within 
its rights to develop GM 
wheat, and that technol-
ogy could have driven 
Canada’s regulatory sys-
tem right to the wall. If 
indeed all the standard 
federally mandated test-

ing proved it safe, Ottawa 
would have been in a real 
jam. How could a country 
that brags about having 
one of the world’s most 
thorough science-based 
regulatory systems sud-
denly do an about-face 
and finger this one among 
all the others? Doesn’t it 
trust its own standards?

Fortunately for Ottawa 
– and maybe for the rest 
of Canadian agriculture 
– that’s a decision that 
won’t have to be made 
for now. Monsanto saved 
everyone, especially the 

Prime Minister, a lot of 
grief by voluntarily shelv-
ing genetically modified 
wheat. Facing what’s like-
ly to be a tough election, 
Paul Martin now doesn’t 
have to choose sides and 
be seen either show-
ing a lack of faith in his 
own regulatory system, 
or throwing his weight 
behind a multi-national 
corporation. And Canadi-
an agriculture is spared 
being a canary in the 
international mineshaft 
again, testing how poi-
sonous the atmosphere 
is abroad for a conven-
tional commodity with a 
technological twist. The 
Canadian Wheat Board 
– which came out swing-
ing against genetically 
modified wheat – said it 
polled Canada’s trading 
partners and they over-

whelmingly said they 
didn’t want the stuff, and 
didn’t think Canada could 
separate it from other 
wheat harvests. Monsan-
to’s decision means the 
board won’t have to try 
convincing the world Ca-
nadian wheat is still the 
best.     

But the issue won’t go 
away. Some other compa-
ny will bring along a new 
trait for wheat – one that 
has a consumer benefit 
(Monsanto’s wheat main-
ly benefited farmers, 
because it withstands a 
particularly effective and 
benign herbicide made 
by the company, Round-
Up) – and GM wheat will 
be on the table again. It 
won’t be as easy for op-
ponents to shout it down, 
and whatever company 
brings it forward will be 
less inclined to shelve 
it if there’s money to be 
made.

This window represents 
a grand opportunity for 
all those involved in the 

initiative – and others 
like it – to come togeth-
er, and try to figure out 
how they can work col-
lectively to sort out the 
introduction of new tech-
nologies. Is there a way 
they can be introduced 
– or not – so everyone can 
live with the decision? 
The current regulatory 
process, as scientifically 
sound as it is, seems to 
be missing something at 
the front end – something 
called dialogue. There’s 
way too much shouting, 
not enough talking and 
a lot of misunderstand-
ing. Clearly, it’s no longer 
good enough to say the 
system will keep Canadi-
ans safe. It has to be bet-
ter explained, and there 
needs to be more public 
displays of openness and 
participation. The Mon-
santo GM wheat decision 
looks like a fine exercise 
in democracy on the sur-
face, but scratch just a 
little deeper, and there’s 
still a lot of trouble.

EDSS Relay for Life 
sees record numbers

Continued from page 21 schools province-wide 
involved in the fund-
raiser and one of three 
high schools in Waterloo 
Region. Waterloo Colle-
giate Institute managed 
to raise about $47,000 re-
cently in their edition of 
Relay for Life.

“It’s a great learning ex-
perience for [students], 
and it’s a great way for 
them to become involved 
in a not-for-profit charity 
and to give back to their 
community,” said the 
cancer society’s Jennifer 
Lawrie. “But it is also 
wonderful for us because 
these are the people who 
are going to be helping 
us battle cancer in the 
future. They’re helping 
immediately right now 
but they are also people 
that will one day become 
volunteers.”

Lawrie offered kudos 
to student organizers, 
stressing that having 
more than 400 people 
participate in the event 
is truly a success story, 
considering they had ini-
tially expected fewer at-
tendees.    

“It is amazing, really 
amazing. For them to dou-
ble the [initial] amount … 
just shows how hard these 
kids work at this and how 
excited they are to be in-
volved in it,” she said. 

The walk included a cer-
emony where staff and 
students lit candles in 
honour of those that lost 
their lives to the disease.  

The event also show-
cased a variety of enter-
tainment including live 
bands, mini golf and a 
“fear factor” competi-
tion.

For the most part, Calib-
aba said the success of the 
Relay for Life event does 
a great deal to dispel the 
bad reputation the school 
might have acquired in 
the past.

In recent months, EDSS 
has garnered some nega-
tive publicity, namely al-
legations of hazing and 
a rash of cocaine use by 
students.

However, despite the bad 
press, Calibaba stressed 
that young people can in-
deed do “good” for their 
community.    

“In the beginning of the 
year there were problems 
from a few individuals 
which made the newspa-
pers and I think it gave 
Elmira a bad reputation 
but this totally proves 
that this is a good school. 
To have such a small 
school community come 
out to do an event like 
this is just amazing.”

In addition to the fund-
raising initiative held in 
area high schools, the 
Canadian Cancer Society 
will host a community-
wide Relay for Life next 
month.

According to Lawrie, 
130 teams are tradition-
ally involved in the event 
– raising about $340,000 
for cancer research.
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Specials: May 17 - 22

zzaJ
1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

T-Bone Steaks..........................$7.99 lb.

Butterfly Pork Chops..................$4.49 lb.

Smoked Octoberfest Sausage.........$2.99 lb.

Turkey Kolbassa........................$3.59 lb.

Deli Sliced
Oven Roasted Chicken Breast........$5.99 lb.

Medium Cheddar.......................$6.09 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Homestyle soup, Waterloo County Salad Bar,
French toast, apple bread pudding,

build-your-own waffles and omelette stations,
Maple Dijon Ham, roast beef,

Stone Crock Farmers Sausage and bacon
decadent tortes & fresh pies

• Adults $12.99
• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
5-8 yrs  $5.99, 9-12 yrs  $7.99)

Reservations are accepted
for Sunday Brunch served 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mon. & Tues. 5 -7pm

Includes soup, 
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

$11.99

EARLY BIRD
Evening Buffet

(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Stone Crock Bakery  (519) 664-3612
1402 King St., St. JacobsC
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Limit of 3 pies per coupon. Expires May 25/04

Any Freshly Baked
Stone Crock Pie

OFF1$
NEW

I think you learn a lot 
about the language just 
by preparing the speech 
and doing the research 
and writing it and prac-
ticing it,” Martin said of 
the preparation process. 
“You really get respect 
for the language and how 
detailed it is.”

Born into a Mennonite 
family, Martin said she de-
cided to compile a speech 
on her family’s culture, 
primarily the misconcep-
tions that people might 
have about their way of 
life, she explained.  

“I talked about the ste-
reotypes of Mennonite 
culture in our commu-
nity. I’m a liberal Men-
nonite and often when I 
say I’m Mennonite people 
always assume it’s the 
conservative culture so 
I talked about the differ-
ences between … Men-
nonite cultures,” Martin 
told the Observer.  

Martin, a three-year vet-
eran of the competition, 
said her speech managed 
to generate a lot of feed-
back from judges – giving 
her an indication that she 
would fare well.  

“It was interesting be-
cause the three judges 
at the regional competi-
tion knew nothing about 
the Mennonite culture 
so they were quite inter-
ested and asked a lot of 
questions,” she said.

In contrast to Martin, 
who focused on religion 
and culture, Mayberry 
– a participant for the first 
time – decided to speak on 
a highly sensitive subject: 
suicide.

“I started off with a 
small anecdote about a 
girl and the judges were 
just sort of writing and 

the cost is still burden-
some to the family pock-
etbook – and the reality is 
that the insurance policy 
will not last forever.

“We just don’t know how 
long it will last.”    

The Cathreas have also 
applied to the province’s 
Trillium Fund for a 
grant, but have not yet to 
garner a response.

Cathrea has already un-
dergone two treatments 
costing $1,800 and $2,400 
respectively. Each sub-
sequent visit – one week 
each month for the next 
six months – will be billed 
at an increasing rate.

Undergoing chemother-

apy is hard enough, but 
having the added weight 
on her mind has also been 
taxing, Cathrea said.    

But fortunately for 
Cathrea, she won’t have to 
face this challenge alone; 
her family and friends are 
rallying around her and 
helping to raise money for 
treatment.

Cathrea’s sister-in-law 
Ruth Reist – at the fore-
front of the fundraising 
initiative – said holding a 
benefit dance for Cathrea 
seemed like the only fea-
sible way to help.

“My husband and I de-
cided after we saw her last 
[in hospital] that enough 
is enough, we are going to 

try and do this and have a 
benefit dance for her and 
that’s how we got the ball 
rolling,” Reist explained. 

“That’s (the cost of treat-
ment) astronomical. 
They’re not living in a 
castle, they’re not living 
extravagantly; they do not 
have that kind of income. 
They’re down to a one-in-
come family now.”

Reist said they hope to at 
least eliminate some of the 
financial burden even if it 
is simply to cover the cost 
of transportation to and 
from therapy for the next 
four to six months.

We want “to show Mavis 
that even though the sys-
tem failed her, her friends 

System failed her, but friends and family won’t
Continued from page 21 and family haven’t.”  

To help with the fund-
raising initiative, the Le-
gion has donated the use 
of the hall, while its ways 
and means committee will 
provide food and beverag-
es. In addition, Schneider 
Foods will provide prizes 
for the raffle, Reist noted.   

Even other local compa-
nies have got on board to 
help the family – for in-
stance, Precise Casting 
Inc, where sons Shaun 
and Jason work, has 
agreed to match the funds 
generated from a collec-
tion taken by employees.

Having her family there 
for her has really man-
aged to lift Cathrea’s 

spirit, who has found in-
spiration in their efforts.

“They’re amazing, abso-
lutely amazing,” Cathrea 
said. “They had asked me 
whether I would be in-
sulted but of course I was 
relieved that someone 
was finally doing some-
thing about it.”   

For the moment Cathrea 
is trying her best to keep 
positive. When not too 
tired she sums up the en-
ergy to do menial tasks 
around the house like 
cooking and cleaning. 
And even though she can 
no longer do the things 
that make her happy, such 
as gardening, Cathrea 
said she would continue 

to march on.   
“It can happen to any-

body, and I’m a firm be-
liever in that serenity 
prayer. What’s the point 
in giving up? You give up 
and you get nothing – and 
there’s no point in do-
ing a lot of [crying] over 
something you really 
cannot control. I find that 
it is much easier to make 
a joke of things as much 
as possible, because if 
you stop and let it sink in, 
you drive yourself crazy 
being terrified.” 

Tickets to the event cost 
$10 and can be purchased 
at the Elmira branch of the 
Canadian Legion or by call-
ing Earl Reist at 665-2486.

Local French students to compete at provincial level
then when [suicide was 
mentioned] I just saw all 
their heads go up and 
look at me – I knew then 
that the speech was going 
to be successful because I 
had their attention.” 

Mayberry provided sta-
tistics and real life ac-
counts to illustrate the 
severity of the problem 
and how it impacts indi-
viduals. 

“The judges had a lot of 
questions,” he said.

Taking part in the com-
petitions for the first 
time, Mayberry said he 
couldn’t help but to be 

a little nervous when 
standing up at the po-
dium.

As opposed to Martin, 
who has competed in 
the past, Mayberry said 
that speaking in front of 
crowds would take some 
time to get used to. 

“This is my first year 
doing this competition 
and I just remember be-
ing freaked out,” May-
berry said.

Both students have tak-
en French in school from 
a very early age and hope 
to continue studying it af-
ter high school. 

Martin, for instance, 
stressed that knowing 
how to speak another 
language is practical and 
can come in handy when 
travelling. 

“It’s just interesting to 
be able to speak to people. 
I found it to be useful; 
there’s been a couple of 
times where I’ve been on 
vacation and being the 
only one in my family that 
speaks French has been 
useful,” Martin said. 

Winners of the provin-
cial title will move on to 
compete at the national 
stage.  

Continued from page 21
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ANNIVERSARY

Love Charity and Nick,
your family and friends!

HAPPY 25TH

ANNIVERSARY
Murray and
Sharon Frey

DEATH NOTICES

FAMILYALBUM

IT’S A BOY
KELLY, Chris & Heidi (nee Kumpf) 
are excited to announce the safe arrival 
of Daniel Christopher, born on Monday, 
May 3, 2004 at 3:50pm, weighing 
8lbs, 14ozs. Very proud grandparents 
are Kathy & Kieran Kelly of Elmira and 
Rick and Beth Kumpf of St. Clements. 
Special thanks fo Dr. D. Reinhardt, Dr. 
S. Nantes, Dr. R. Anstett and the staff 
at Grand River Hospital.

BIRTH NOTICE
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BEACOM, Gladys M.
Peacefully on Thursday, May 6, 2004, at 
KW Health Centre of Grand River Hospi-
tal, Gladys Marion Beacom, of Linwood 
in her 67th year.

HAHN, Phyllis (nee Schweitzer)
Peacefully, at Parkwood Mennonite 
Home, on Wednesday, February 18, 2004, 
in her 100th year.

MARTIN, Alyce (Mrs. Ion)
Peacefully on Wednesday, May 5, 
2004, at Chateau Gardens, Elmira, 
Alyce (Melitzer) Martin, in her 
90th year, of RR2, West Montrose. 
STOTT, Herbert
April 26, 1923 – May 6, 2004. Passed 
away, peacefully, at Freeport Health Cen-
tre of Grand River Hospital, in his 82nd 
year.

Local relative is step-son Terry Thom of 
Conestogo.

STROH, Harold
Passed away peacefully, at KW Health 
Centre of Grand River Hospital, on Tues-
day, May 11, 2004, after a brief illness.

WAGLER, Mrs. Esther
Peacefully, to her eternal home on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2004 at her home 
in Nithburg.

WEBER, Robert B.
Suddenly, at KW Health Centre of Grand 
River Hosptial, on Tuesday, May 11, 2004, 
age 85.

WIDEMAN, Mary (Mrs. Clayton)
Peacefully, on Wednesday, May 5, 2004 at 
St. Mary’s General Hospital, Mary (Mar-
tin) Wideman, in her 85th year, of Elmira.

DEATH NOTICES

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Last Sunday not only 
marked the day to 
celebrate and rec-

ognize the hard work of 
motherhood, but served as 
a kick-off for the fundrais-
ing efforts of the Wellesley 
Fire Department’s St. Cle-
ments station. The volun-
teer firefighters hosted a 
Mother’s Day breakfast to 
support the purchase life-
saving equipment – the 
‘jaws of life.’

“[People started to line 
up] at about 8:45 and then 
it was just non-stop serv-
ing until about 12:45,” ex-
plained Mike Nissen, one 
of 20 firefighters to take 
part in the event. Also 
serving up breakfast were 
about 45 additional volun-
teers – a mix of firefight-
ers’ family members and 
students working on the 30 
mandatory hours of com-
munity service needed to 

St. Clements fundraiser
celebrates loving mom

St. Clements firefighters host 
breakfast to help buy ‘jaws of life’

graduate high school.
“We figured it would 

be a good day to do it be-
cause everybody goes out 
[for breakfast with their 
mother] anyway.”

Mother’s Day was also 
chosen because there are 
a number of other groups 
which host similar fund-
raisers at this time of 
year, but none had any-
thing planed for May 9, he 
added.

A small group of people 
lined up outside the St. 
Clements Community 
Centre before the doors 
opened at 9 a.m. Break-
fast – consisting of ham, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes 
and potatoes served buf-
fet style – ran until 1 p.m. 
and saw 715 people turn 
out, mostly families.

“It seemed to bulk up at 
about 9:30 to 10:30,” Nis-
sen commented. “It was a 
lot of fun. It was a social 
event for (all the volun-
teers) as well.”

At press time, the 
amount raised during the 
breakfast – which also 
featured carnation sales, 
a 50-50 and other draws  
– wasn’t known. All prof-
its will go toward the fund 
set up for the life-saving 
piece of equipment.

The tool is a piston-rod 
hydraulic device that 
includes cutters, spread-
ers and rams used to pry 
open vehicles involved 
in collisions so the occu-
pants can be removed and 
given medical treatment. 
It costs about $30,000.

This was the first fund-
raiser for the purchase, 
with more to follow in 
subsequent months. And 
because of the strong 
turnout, firefighters are 
planning to bring the 
breakfast back for next 
Mother’s Day.

“We’re planning to make 
it annual,” Nissen noted, 
though nothing concrete 
has been set.

STEVE KANNON

RECOGNIZING LONG SERVICE

MEDAL-ERS Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss (left) presented long-service medals to three township firefighters, 
Gord Bauman (30 years), Loel Penner (20 years) and Lorne Bowman (30 years), at a ceremonty at Woolwich 
council May 10.  All three serve as volunteers with the Floradale Fire Department.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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Avoiding getting buried alive — historical tests for life
Q.  If moonlight (moon-
shine) is sunlight reflected 
off the moon to Earth, what 
is “Earthshine,” and where 
would you have to go to see 
it?

A.  No farther than your 
own backyard for that one 
too.  Whenever there’s a 
thin crescent moon you 
may see the dark portion 
alive with a ghostly glow, 
“the old moon in the new 
moon’s arms.”  This is 
sunlight taking a triple 
voyage, from the sun to 
Earth, then bouncing to 
the moon, then back to 
your eyes, says astrono-
mer Bob Berman in Se-
crets of the Night Sky.

Of the universe’s tril-
lions of celestial bodies, 
our moon alone is near 
enough to serve as a mir-
ror to us, reflecting our 
own brilliance for our 
skygazing pleasure. 

“If you lived on the 
moon, you’d see beauti-
ful Earth dominating the 
night sky, four times big-
ger and at least five times 
shinier than the moon 
appears in our own sky.”

Is there practical use to 
Earthshine?  By gauging 
Earth’s sunlight-reflec-
tivity, astronomers are 
gaining clues to chang-
ing cloud covers here and 
possible climate changes.  
Eventually, says Physic-
sweb.org, similar analy-
ses may shed light on 
extrasolar planets, and 
possibly even help deter-
mine a “reflective signa-
ture” to life elsewhere.
Q.  How do “proximodistal” 
and “cephalocaudal” tell 
much about your develop-
mental life as fetus and be-
yond?

A.  The first means 
“from the body’s center 

outward,” as fetal devel-
opment starts with the 
tiny elongated mass of 
cells along the neural 
groove that become the 
spinal column, say V. 
Gregory Payne and Lar-
ry D. Isaacs in Human 
Motor Development — A 
Lifespan Approach.  Then 
the body builds gener-
ally outward toward the 
periphery, until even the 
fingers and toes are com-
plete.  Cephalocaudal 
means “from the head 
to the tail (feet),” the hu-
man built from the top 
down.  The head of the 
fetus or infant is propor-
tionately huge, later the 
rest of the body catches 

up.
Infant movement fol-

lows a similar path, 
with conscious control 
over head liftings com-
ing first.  Also, in learn-
ing to walk, baby starts 
on stiff legs and flat feet 
and only later, gaining 
command of the knees 
and ankles, achieves 
the adult walking style.  
“Interestingly, as a per-
son ages and movement 
ability begins to regress, 
the cephalocaudal and 
proximodistal processes 
reverse.”
Q.  One of people’s greatest 
fears is being mistaken for 
dead and buried alive.  How 
realistic a fear is this?

A.  The ancient Greeks 
and Romans waited 
three days or more for 
putrefaction to begin 
before burying or cre-
mating, says Kenneth 
Iserson, M.D., in Death 
to Dust. Before consign-
ing a body to the pyre, 
the Romans called out 
the person’s name three 
times and cut off a finger 
to see if it bled.  In Shake-
speare’s day, a feather or 
mirror was held near the 
mouth to look for signs 
of breath.

In 1864, reported Dr. 
Franz Hartmann, a New 
York physician began 
a “post-mortem” with a 
cut across a man’s chest, 
whereupon the guy 
jumped up and grabbed 
the doctor by the throat.  
The examiner died on the 
spot of apoplexy, while 
the “deceased” made a 

full recovery.
Fewer mistakes are 

made today, thanks to 
medical technology, but 
as recently as 1993, a 40-
year-old New York wom-
an revived two hours 
after being pronounced 
dead by both an ambu-
lance crew and the coro-
ner’s office.  She had been 
so cold from outdoor ex-
posure, it was claimed, 
that no heart beat, blood 
pressure or breathing 
could be detected.

Mistakes notwithstand-
ing, the fear of being 
buried alive “should 
have vanished with the 
introduction of arterial 
embalming in the 1880s 
and 1890s,” says Iserson.  
“Once the chemicals are 
injected into bodies, peo-
ple are dead, whether or 
not they had been origi-
nally.”

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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Spring Special
Any 3 rooms $79

(Hall or stairs considered a room - Reg $89)
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Couch & Chair $75 (Reg $80)

FREE GIFT WITH THIS COUPON
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May 15 
$1.00 Used Clothing Sale 9 a.m – 1 p.m. Breslau 
Evangelical Missionary Church, 102 Woolwich St. 
S. Breslau. Phone 648-2712.  Proceeds to support 
our Orphanage Outreach in India. All clothing not 
sold will be donated to local charities. Donations of 
clothing can be made May 10-14, 6-8 p.m. 
Street Zone Ball Hockey Tournament Breslau 
Mennonite Church. Open to boys and girls born 
1990-1995. Only $25 per team of four. Lunch 
included for all participants. For more information 
about registration please call Dan at 884-5573 or 
Paul at 664-1391. 
Elmira and District Horticultural Society Fundraiser 
Plant Sale at 8 a.m. at Bristow Park behind the Visitor 
Centre, Corner of First & Arthur St., Elmira. 

May 16
Woolwich Trail Group – 2 p.m. Grand Valley Trail 
from Rosendale to Victoria Street. Enjoy the spring 
wildflowers! Meet on Hopewell Creek Road just east 
of Sawmill Rd. (at Rosendale Corners). 
“Carpenter’s Union” a Gospel quartet from the 
Toronto area. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church 
at 7 p.m. Free will offering. For information: Rev. 
Dwight Strain 888-7870.

May 17
9th Annual CNIB Harley Davidson V-Rod Raffle 
comes to Elmira for one day only.  Crompton Parking 
Lot from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Hot dogs from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. with proceeds to CNIB.
The Chord Spinners ladies barbershop chorus, 
formerly of Maryhill have moved. Our new home is 
the “Church Theatre” in St. Jacobs. To celebrate this 
event we are having an Open House at the Church 
Theatre at 8 p.m. Come and join us for an evening of 
song and friendship. 
Woolwich Seniors Centre – Come to the movies 
at the Woolwich Seniors Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
Elmira. “Wilderness Family” movies 1 & 2. Cost 
$1. 

May 17 continued
Gentle Moves registration is ongoing for the five 
week session starting May 17. Nom. 7 p.m. cost 
$12.50. Call 664-3794. 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics 
registration is on going for the ten class session 
starting May 31. Mon., Wed., and  1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. 
Cost $25. Call 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics registration 
is ongoing for the eight class session starting June 
1, 2004. Tues. & Thurs. 7 p.m. Cost $20. Call 664-
3794.

May 18
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. – 1:15 
p.m. Takeouts available at the door. Wheelchair 
accessible. 2 Cross St. Elmira. 669-2852. 

May 19
Nith Valley Singers Rythms of Earth. A concert of 
African Music, Spirituals, Folksongs and more. New 
Hamburg Community Centre. Adults $12, children 
$6, family of four $30. Information 662-3291. 

May 24 
6th Annual Elmira Quilt Show – Special Event 
– Lecture. “Fringes & Frills” presented by Diane 
Shink. Tickets are $10. and  space is limited. To 
order tickets call Lynn Bradley 519-669-5087

May 25 
6th Annual Elmira Quilt Show – May 25 – 28. St. 
James Lutheran Church, Quilt Show and Tea $5, 
show only $3. Quilt Appraisals by Diane Shink – to 
book your appointment call Lynn Bradley 669-5087.  
For further information call 1-877-969-0094 or 
519-669-3307. 

May 28
H.U.G. S. Program 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Sibling Rivalry, defusing 
some family squabbles, (Kidslink). 664-3794. 
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

BRAD MARTIN
Assoc.  Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR
We are pleased to

announce that

LILA BILLING
has joined our Company as 

an Associate Broker. 
She brings with her over 21 years of experience in the 

Real Estate Market in this area!
Lila would like to invite you to drop by our offi ce at 45 

Arthur Street South or feel free to contact her at 519-
669-2772 with any of your real estate needs. We wish 
Lila continued success in her move to our company!
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Great selection of  lots available. Single family homes 
with double garages starting from $224,900. Single 
car garages available from $199,900 and semi-
detached homes from $179,900. Visit our Model 
Home at 83 Kingfisher Drive. Open House Saturday 
and Sunday 1:30 - 4:30 or by appointment.

ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.
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REAL
ESTATE

THE ONLY WEEKLY
LISTING YOU NEED
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“A Seven Veterinarian Practice”
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