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Council calls 
for quick 

decision on 
raceway 

OMB appeal
Woolwich backs developer’s 

bid to dismiss OMB challenge
STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Efforts to make the former Winter-
bourne Public School a community re-
source need more concrete action from 
the township, a group of delegates told 

Woolwich council this week.
Led by former councillor Quentin Martin, the 

group called for a commitment to a timetable 
and plan for buying the property, which has 
been vacant since classes ended last June. The 
township has been talking about the purchase 
– estimated at $250,000 – since late in 2002.

“I would say the community is getting a bit 
anxious,” Martin said at the Apr. 27 meeting. 
“A purchase plan needs to be built.”

Winterbourne residents have been surveyed 
about wants and needs as a new rec. asso-
ciation gets off the ground in the community. 
There is still much discussion about potential 
uses for the 6.25-acre site, particularly the 
13,000-square-foot school building.

A survey done last week shows residents defi-
nitely want use of the greenspace surrounding 
the building, but remain undecided on uses for 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A developer whose Elmira subdivi-
sion has been delayed by an On-
tario Municipal Board appeal this 
week got support from Woolwich 

council in his bid to have the action dis-
missed without a hearing.

Meeting Apr. 27 councillors unanimously 
endorsed a motion to back Carlisle, Ont.-
based 1562772 Ontario Inc. in its bid to fight 
the appeal launched last month by Kitchener 
resident Albert Norris. The company plans 
to build 200 homes on the former Elmira 
Raceway site.

The developer is seeking to fast-track a 
hearing, looking at having Norris’ chal-
lenge dismissed without going through the 
full OMB process. The township backed a 
similar bid last year during a challenge of 
the Thomasfield Homes subdivision in Bre-
slau – that case was subsequently dismissed 

KAREN LONGWELL

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS Joan Mc Govern took advantage of the warmer 
temperatures on Apr. 29 and got out to do some gardening.  It’s her family’s second spring in 
her house on Park Street in Elmira.  

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

At the encourage-
ment of the Ontario 
Fire Marshal’s of-
fice, Wellesley coun-

cil is looking to restructure 
its fire services. The town-
ship department is currently 
working under a bylaw es-
tablished in 1979 that  needs 

to be revised, the committee of 
the whole heard Apr. 27.

“Your bylaw is deficient. I 
see some obvious problems 
with the bylaw,” said Ralph 
D’Antonio, the OFM’s repre-
sentative to the region.

The focus of D’Antonio’s pre-
sentation – which came at the re-
quest of Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
– dealt with the need to clearly 
identify the chain of command, 

which isn’t outlined in the cur-
rent bylaw. Firefighters need to 
know who to turn to when they 
have issues, he stressed.

“The firefighters, the cap-
tains should not be allowed to 
pull [council] and try to sway 
things. That undermines the 
authority of the fire chief,” 
D’Antonio told the committee.

“Small problems in-house 
should be settled in-house, but 

if it gets out of hand, [the issue] 
should continue to go up [the 
chain of command].”

Both Kelterborn and fire chief 
Dave Geil told the Observer 
they hope bylaw revisions will 
help ease tensions within the 
department, which has seen 
internal struggles since Geil 
– who still acts as the St. Cle-
ments station chief – was put 
in charge of the entire depart-

ment.
 “This has taken me a year 

and a half to get council to 
agree to have [the OFM] come 
in. I’ve been kind of revising 
the bylaw with the OFM for 
the last year and a half and 
finally it’s gotten to council. 
At least this mayor is moving 
on it, because, yeah, there is 
tension,” Geil said. “I’m hop-
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Head of the class
EDSS tech instructor to be honoured at regional competition

Wellesley council
 to keep its partial 

tax-free status

PETER CRISCIONE

Phony bills keep 
rolling in at area banks
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Hawkesville CC roof 
plans revised

   ▼   WE MAKE YOUR WEEKEND SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO  —  THE ONLY LOCAL INFO SOURCE THAT COMES FREE AND TO YOUR DOOR EVERY SATURDAY.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira District Secondary School 
teacher Randy Dyck is a busy man 
these days. 

Taking a vested interest in a stu-
dent’s future is no easy task. In fact, teaching 
kids how to build things every school day 
and then prepping them for skills competi-
tions requires long hours, a patient heart 
and a compassionate ear – an often grueling 
job with very few benefits.   

But for this high school technical instruc-
tor and department head all the years of 
hard work hasn’t gone unnoticed.

As his students gear up for the Ontario 
skills competition at Waterloo’s RIM Park 
May 4, Dyck will receive this year’s edition 
of the Glenn Beatty Award – an honour re-
served for those who show dedication to both 
the organization and to youth-based techni-
cal skills programs. 

The honour is an annual award granted 
by Skills Canada, an organization involved 
in helping young people explore and develop 
technical based skills at the elementary and 
high school levels.  

“It’s very humbling, but a very happy mo-

ment in respects to being recognized by 
one’s colleagues,” Dyck said referring to the 
honour conferred upon him. “It’s a great ac-
knowledgement.”

Not one to pat himself on the back, Dyck 
said he couldn’t possibly take all the credit 
for this honour.

In actuality, he stressed, it is the team of 
professionals that have worked with him 
over the years that have really made the dif-
ference.  

“This is also an acknowledgement and 
recognition to the people that work with 
me, much of [the honour] can be attributed 
to their efforts too. I’m not sure if there is a 
saying for it but when there are good people 
around, they can make you look good.”

Despite his modesty, the accolades be-
stowed on Dyck are well deserved, accord-
ing to his colleagues.   

“Randy is an amazing … teacher,” the 
school’s principal Gary Ayre said. “He’s 
light years ahead of a lot of technical pro-
grams bringing in many community spon-
sors and partnerships.” 

Ayre said the 15-year teaching veteran of 
EDSS has been at the forefront of technical 
skills training and is one of many teachers 
that have helped the school obtain a solid 

reputation of being a formidable place for 
students to learn.

“He brings realism to the classroom and he 
never has a problem filling his courses every 
year,” Ayre told the Observer. “The kids are 
learning advanced electronics, computers 
and it has given us a very good reputation 
amongst employers, universities and col-
leges.”

As for the secret to his success, Dyck said 
the formula is not that hard to discover: love 
what you do and the rest will follow. For him, 
the gratification of teaching students valu-
able skills is motivation enough to do his 
line of work.  

“I don’t look at it [as a job]. I think if you 
really enjoy doing something then it doesn’t 
make you think that it’s work,” he said. 
“Sure you’re busy as you move along from 
day to day … but when things are enjoyable 
it doesn’t seem like work.”

For the most part, the real reward is not 
receiving honours or kudos. In fact, the real 
payoff is knowing that a difference has been 
made in helping a person learn and develop 
their own path to the future. 

“When you see [a student’s success] and the 
efforts they put through it doesn’t matter it’s 
all worth it.”

Those around the Wellesley council 
table want to maintain the partially tax-
free status of their annual stipend. Meet-
ing as the committee of the whole, coun-
cillors endorsed a motion Apr. 27 that 
will see the extension of their one-third 
tax free standing.
When the new Municipal Act came into 

affect last year, councils were given an 
opportunity to either maintain the one-
third tax exclusion or increase their wag-
es to compensate for the lost in-pocket 
funds. While the last council awarded 
itself several raises, it voted to keep the 
partial tax exemption.
During each successive term, council-

lors have the opportunity to review the 
exemption.
The tax break is designed to help coun-

cil members cover costs associated with 
holding public office.
Wellesley council has yet to formally ad-

dress the issue, but is expected to do so 
this week.

Plans to install a new roof on the 
Hawkesville Community Centre were 
tweaked this week, after concerns were 
raised about potential for snow build-up 
to fall on people bellow.
Initially, the plan called for a steel-covered 

roof to be placed on the existing structure. 
However, the slippery slope of a metal roof 
may result in snow accumulations falling 
on people below. The recreation commit-
tee approved a motion changing the roof-
cover to asphalt shingles.

In an effort to advance the gay marriage 
laws through the next federal election, 
this week Canadians for Equal Marriage 
released report cards on the issue for 
candidates across the country. Kitchener-
Conestoga candidate and current Water-
loo-Wellington MP Lynn Myers (Liberal) 
received a grade of +5, described as sup-
porting gay marriage.
In the neighbouring Kitchener Centre 

race, NDP candidate Richard Walsh-Bow-
ers was awarded a +10, indicating he ac-
tively supports gay marriage. The Liberal 
candidate and current MP Karen Redman 
received a +5.

Myers gets a passing 
grade from gay 

marriage proponents

A GRAND HONOUR  EDSS teacher Randy Dyck will receive the Glenn Beatty Award at a trade skills competition May 4. The award recognizes his commitment to 
teaching and his students. 

Area banks were left on the hook after 
10 counterfeit bills were turned over to 
police this week. The bills – in $10 de-
nominations – were deposited by seven 
area businesses, which likely didn’t know 
the bills were counterfeit, say police.
Serial numbers weren’t released.
The origin of the bills is being investigat-

ed by the Waterloo Regional Police fraud 
branch. So far this year, the police have 
collected $26,500 in fake bills during 626 
reports. Last year, 1,900 reports landed 
$78,000 in the fraudulent currency.

EDSS lands silver at  
area Envirothon

After weeks of study and exploration of 
forestry, soils, aquatics, wildlife and nat-
ural resources management, a team from 
Elmira District Secondary School claimed 
second prize in the 2004 Ontario Forestry 
Association’s Envirothon.
The event – which mostly involved their 

own studies – capped off with a one-day 
test of knowledge on a range of environ-
mental issues. 
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the structure.
“It’s safe to say that it’s 

split 50-50 on the use of 
the school building it-
self, and whether that 
should be disposed of as 
part of the process. Cer-
tainly there’s interest in 
it, but that isn’t as clear 
as the significance of the 
greenspace itself,” he 
said, noting 90 per cent 
of the 40 respondents to 
the latest questionnaire 
favour retaining use of 
the parkland and sports 
fields.

Because of its size, the 
building needs to serve 
as more than a commu-
nity centre. The commit-
tee is looking at rental 
opportunities, including 

by the provincial body.
“Let’s hope for speedy ac-

tion at the Ontario Munic-
ipal Board on this one,” 
said Coun. Pat McLean 
as councillors quickly en-
dorsed a motion.

Contacted by the Ob-
server Apr. 29, Norris was 
taken aback by council’s 
quick action on his chal-
lenge, saying he had only 
completed filing the pa-
perwork on Apr. 28, a day 
after the council meet-
ing. Norris filed his refer-
ral to the OMB on Apr. 14, 
the last day of eligibility 
to appeal the municipal 
approvals for the race-
way project.

The former Woolwich 
Agricultural Society 

ing we got some things 
straightened out.”

“There are things that 
are missing in that by-
law and I want to bring it 
up to today’s standards. 
That may mean some 
reorganization within 
the fire department 
as far as positions are 
concerned,” the mayor 
added. “We’re trying to 
do this in the most open 

plans to use part of it for 
a combination children’s 
counseling service and 
private alternative school 
(a project advocated by 
St. Jacobs-based counsel-
or Jan Yordy), explained 
chair Mary Milligan.

“We’ve talked at length 
about the facility itself, 
and how a small recre-
ation association prob-
ably isn’t up to speed in 
order to operate such a 
big facility. If a viable 
use came to it, and the 
building was available to 
some degree for our use, 
we could manage it on a 
small scale.”

“If some of those could 
be developed, that would 
make the building more 
viable than just as a com-

munity centre,” noted 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

Pointing to similar rec. 
associations in other 
Woolwich communities 
that work with the town-
ship, committee member 
Agnes Jamieson asked 
council to provide budget 
figures indicating how 
much it provides to other 
rec. groups, such as those 
in Maryhill, Breslau and 
Bloomingdale.

“We had no park-like 
land available before, 
but now we have – we 
feel that that township 
should put their best ef-
forts to ensure that we 
do not lose this opportu-
nity.”

The community is ex-
cited about the prospect 

Action coming on former 
Winterbourne PS site

of a recreational facil-
ity, but residents remain 
grounded when it comes 
to proposals, Martin add-
ed. “There’s a sense of 
reality – people’s expecta-
tions aren’t wild.”

While council offered 
no additional commit-
ment to the proposal, it 
did meet in closed ses-
sion following the meet-
ing to discuss the pur-
chase.

Unable to provide specif-
ics about ongoing negoti-
ations with the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board, recreation direc-
tor Larry Devitt said Apr. 
28 the process is moving 
forward.

“We’re coming to a point 
of action.”

Continued from cover

Appeal for ‘forefathers’
lands are a public asset 
and should remain in 
public hands, he argued.

“My [appeal] is on our 
forefathers’ basis – their 
spirits speak. The race-
way should be kept as it is 
… there’s 150 years of his-
tory and it should be for 
the public in the future.”

While council has re-
quested a speedy hear-
ing, Norris said the situ-
ation is too complex to be 
dismissed so easily.

“They won’t get it,” he 
said of the dismissal. 
“This thing has to be 
gone over very carefully. 
A lot of people have been 
involved with this [site] 
for a long time.”

An Elmira native, Nor-
ris said he would like to 

see horse racing – perhaps 
thoroughbred racing in-
stead of the standardbred 
variety offered previously 
– return to site.

Redevelopment plans 
for the 42-acre site are on 
hold until the OMB pass-
es judgment on the ap-
peal, noted Dave Gosnay, 
Woolwich’s director of en-
gineering and planning.

The project would see 
the development of 200 
residential units – a mix 
of single-family, semi-
detached and townhouse 
designs – at the former 
Elmira Raceway lands 
on Snyder Avenue. Un-
der the plan approved by 
Woolwich council, the 
raceway development is 
not likely to get going 

until the middle of 2005, 
with the possible excep-
tion of a block dedicated 
for specialized seniors’ 
project: townhouse bun-
galows.

Also in the works is a 
plan that would see 6.2 
acres sold to the township 
for future expansion of 
the arena and pool com-
plexes and a portion for 
the school board to pro-
vide recreational fields 
for Elmira District Sec-
ondary School. As well, 
Woolwich Township and 
the Elmira Lions Club 
have joined to purchase 
the former Carriage Hall 
building and two acres of 
land.

No date has been set for 
any action on the appeal.

Continued from cover

Fire dept. eyes reorganization
way we possibly can.”

Station chiefs from 
Wellesley Village and 
Linwood were invited 
to attend and ask ques-
tions of the OFM. How-
ever, only a contingent 
of three Linwood fire-
fighters – four, including 
Coun. Jeff Wilker – at-
tended , but they posed 
no questions.

Also recommended 
– the OFM acts as an ad-

visor to councils – was 
the creation of a deputy-
chief position to fill in 
when Geil is away, as 
well as the development 
of a fire department ad-
visory committee that 
would report through 
the chief to council.

Such a committee, 
D’Antonio suggested, 
should discuss issues 
such as equipment pur-
chases, develop and 
implement operating 
guidelines, as well as co-
ordinate training.

“The purpose of this 
advisory group would 
be to bring all three sta-
tions together, working 
for the common good 
of all of the fire depart-
ment, not their little 
corner of Wellesley,” he 
explained, adding the 
committee should in-
clude the station chiefs, 
the deputy chief, Geil 
and another representa-
tive from each station. 

“It should be discussed 
among all of the people 
where are our needs and 
one united requisition 
should come to council.”

Several housekeep-
ing items were further 
outlined by the OFM, 
dealing with references 
in the current bylaw to 
provincial legislation 
that no longer exists or 
have been superseded 
by subsequent acts.

In response to the pre-
sentation, Kelterborn 
plans to make a motion 
to council this week to 
begin the process of re-
visions.

“I want to develop a 
plan so that council will 
know exactly what’s go-
ing on and the depart-
ments will know what’s 
going on. I don’t know 
what that plan is going 
to be,” he said, stressing 
it will be a decision of 
council where the pro-
cess moves from here.

Continued from cover

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
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#EHLR265

Nitrate and Fluoride Testing 
for Private Well Owners 

is Now FREE

Well owners should test well water for nitrates and
fluorides every year.  Public Health offers free well water
testing to Waterloo Region residents.

Sample bottles can be picked up during regular 
business hours at:

Region of Waterloo Public Health
99 Regina Street S., Waterloo (3rd floor)
150 Main Street, Cambridge (Main floor)

and returned for testing:
Monday to Thursday, 8:30 - 4:30

Wellesley Township Office, St. Clements
WoolwichTownship Office
69 Arthur Street S., Elmira

and returned for testing:
LAST Tuesday of every month

Woolwich Community Health Centre
10 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs

and returned for testing:
EVERY Tuesday

Information about potential health effects of high
nitrate or fluoride concentrations in wells is available at
Region of Waterloo Public Health Environmental Health at
883-2008

www.region.waterloo.on.ca/ph
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A church group look-
ing to get a hand 
from Wellesley 

Township will have to 
wait for an answer. Meet-
ing as a committee of the 
whole Apr. 27, council-
lors shelved the request 
for free use of a township 
hall in order to give staff 
more time to develop a 
policy on how to handle 
such requests.

Recreation director 
Richard Hoover has been 
working to develop a 
policy on free and/or dis-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In an effort to protect 
users form increasing-
ly invasive technolo-

gies, Wellesley Township 
is looking to ban all cell 
phones and other person-
al digital assistants from 
change rooms and wash-
rooms in its recreation 
facilities.

The move follows the 
growing trend of incorpo-
rating cameras into such 
devices, which poses a 
risk to those in a state of 
undress, director of rec-
reation Richard Hoover 
said of the impetus be-
hind the proposed policy. 
Under the current state 
of technology, pictures 
taken could easily end 
up on the Internet and 
be broadcast all over the 
world.

“This is a fairly serious 

Cell phones, PDAs to be banned
Wellesley takes steps to protect facility users from technology abuses

… if the stuff goes out 
on the Internet,” Hoover 
said.

The Wellesley recre-
ation committee en-
dorsed the ban during an 
Apr. 27 meeting. Council 
has yet to formally ad-
dress the policy, but is 
expected to do so next 
week. After which, the 
policy will be immedi-
ately put into action.

Several municipalities 
have already enacted 
similar restrictions.

Posters informing users 
of the policy will be post-
ed at each facility.

Since the new technol-
ogy became mainstream, 
there have already been 
instances of people being 
caught off guard in ‘per-
sonal’ situations, such as 
changing, and had their 
picture placed on the In-
ternet. No such cases have 
been reported locally.

While most of these cam-
eras make a sound when 
a picture is taken – the 
recognizable ‘click’ – some 
models make no noise at 
all. In many cases, pic-
tures can be taken while it 
appears the holder is dial-
ing a telephone number.

Initially, such devices 
produced low resolu-
tion photos, resulting in 
grainy pictures, but the 
newest generation has 
greatly improved capa-
bilities.

Under the policy, anyone 
who sees a person using 
a cell phone or personal 
digital assistant (PDA, 
which includes Black-
berries and other hand-
held organizers) in a re-
stricted area is obligated 
to report the infraction 
to a facility attendant or 
township bartender, who 
often work during facil-
ity rentals.

However, at the sugges-
tion of several members 
of the recreation com-
mittee, the police – which 
a township employee 
would contact to enforce 
the ban – were also added 
to the contact list.

No warnings or excep-
tions will be given, even 
for devices without cam-
era technology.

“By the time that the 
police find out, whatever 
is going to be over the In-
ternet could be long-gone 
over the Internet and 
charges would have to 
be laid,” said Coun. Ron 
Hackett.

“I think it’s imperative 
that there be no waiting 
period [before contact-
ing police] because this 
could have dire affects 
for some unsuspecting 
person.

“This needs to be rigidly 
enforced.”

Wellesley shelves request for free rental
Council waiting for policy on community group requests

counted facility rentals 
for community groups 
since February. He’s also 
attempting to determine 
the costs associated with 
such rentals, over and 
above the expenses of 
regular operation.

The topic came up for 
discussion after the town-
ship’s facilities booking 
officer, Alycia Punnett, 
was contacted by a church 
group seeking free use of 
the small hall at the new-
ly constructed Linwood 
Recreation Centre this 
summer. They propose to 
operate a vacation bible 
school from Aug. 9 to 13, 

between 12:30 and 4:30 
p.m., including setup and 
cleanup time.

A memo to the commit-
tee from Punnett indi-
cates such use wouldn’t 
interfere with and rent-
als currently booked.

However, until a new 
policy is in place, com-
mittee members were 
leery of taking a stance 
on the request.

“When you have a rec. 
budget over a half-mil-
lion dollars, you really 
have to look at how many 
freebees you hand out 
and always go back to 
the people and taxes,” 

commented Coun. Dusan 
Cizman. “We in Welles-
ley Township can hardly 
afford to hand out things 
free when you look at our 
last tax increase.”

Last month, Wellesley 
council approved an 11.5 
per cent property tax in-
crease.

Coun. Ron Hackett sug-
gested groups who rent 
facilities for an extended 
period of time (say a com-
plete week) get some sort 
of a discounted rate.

“I know that even the hob-
byhorse school has a less-
er fee for the whole week, 
provided that they’re out 

of there by the time the 
rec. centre may be needed 
on a Friday night or on a 
weekend,” he said. 

“I think we set a prece-
dent if we go free on any-
body, but I think we could 
determine a method by 
which we could have a 
nominal fee for a group 
that would want to con-
duct something for the 
community.”

Hoover expects to bring 
forward a policy for con-
sideration at next month’s 
recreation committee 
meeting. At that time, he 
said, committee members 
will have to tackle sev-

eral “contentious” issues 
around the policy and its 
implementation.

“There is definitely a 
need for us to tighten up 
our policy in terms of end-
ing the freebees,” he said, 
adding he’s met with rec-
reation staff from Wool-
wich and Wilmot town-
ships to see how their 
policies are set up.

“There are a lot of varia-
tions, all kinds of agree-
ments between service 
groups, etc., some that 
date back 20 or 30 years.”

All policy decisions ulti-
mately rest in the hands 
of council.

A SIGN OF THE SEASON

KAREN LONGWELL

SPRING INTO ACTION  With temperatures rising up to into the 
20s, it finally feels like spring. EDSS student Geoff Martin takes a 
break from classes Apr. 29.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

I
n the midst of both a 
review of the Elmira 
core and a possible 
expansion of the BIA, 
Woolwich Township 
must answer ques-
tions shared in just 
about every other mu-

nicipality: what to do with the 
downtown? What’s its future?

The cores in larger centres, 
such as neighbouring Waterloo 
and especially Kitchener, face 
massive pressures, the result 
of changing public perceptions, 
shopping preferences and set-
tlement patterns. As a smaller 
urban community, Elmira is 
likely in a healthier position, 
but faces tradeoffs of its own.

Whether they adopt active 
development as in some com-
munities, or Woolwich’s more 
passive approach, municipali-
ties will have to grapple with 
the changing environment, say 
experts.

In a recent survey of mid-size 
cities across North America, 
the University of Waterloo’s 
Pierre Filion found only about 
10 per cent of communities 
were responding well to shifts 

in people’s demands and expec-
tations for downtowns.

“About 90 per cent were clas-
sified as ‘unsuccessful’ or ‘very 
unsuccessful,’” he said, leaving 
only 10 per cent in the ‘success-
ful’ or ‘very successful’ catego-
ry, mostly the result of finding 
a way to meet changing needs.

“Most of the downtowns have 
lost their mainstream retail 
– it’s all going to Wal-Mart, 
big-box stores or, earlier, shop-
ping malls. The ones that are 
still doing well are the ones 
that have been able to cater to 
niche markets, like tourists, 
students, boutiques, specialty 
shops, restaurants and things 
of that sort. But no longer do 
they sell the mainstream retail 
[items],” said Filion, a profes-
sor of urban planning in UW’s 
School of Planning.

“Those [successful] cities are 
precisely the ones that were 
able to target these kinds of 
niche markets, the special-
ized markets. In other words, 
they’re downtowns that were 
able to reinvent themselves.”

Smaller urban areas such as 
Elmira, he noted, have gener-
ally fared better than the mid-
size communities, especially 
where they are removed from 
areas offering shopping oppor-
tunities in the new retail mod-
el. Still, Elmira is well within 
the orbit of its neighbours, 
with Waterloo, Kitchener, Cam-
bridge and Guelph drawing the 
bulk of the shoppers seeking 
those experiences.

Woolwich’s largest settlement 
area, Elmira enjoys special 
protections for its core. The 
township’s Official Plan specif-
ically earmarks the downtown 
as the principal site of commer-
cial development, said director 
of engineering and planning 
Dave Gosnay.

“The core is still seen as being 

the primary commercial focus, 
so there are tight restrictions 
placed on the type and nature 
of retailing that can take place 
outside of the core. We haven’t 
opened it up as far as some mu-
nicipalities have.”

Still, he sees the challenges 
lying in wait. Dealing with 
such changes is precisely the 
focus of the township’s current 
Core Area and Commercial Re-
view study, which he expects 
will come before council in the 
coming weeks. Ongoing pro-
tection for core development is 
likely to remain the focus of fu-
ture policy as the town grows, 
he noted.

“I don’t see any radical chang-
es coming out of this process. 
Elmira has served as a broad 
general service core – provid-
ing service to Elmira residents 
and the surrounding area 
– that’s likely to continue. Resi-
dential growth offers an oppor-
tunity to strengthen that.”

That strategy can be helpful 
in communities such as Elmi-
ra, agrees Harry Cummings, 
a professor in the University 
of Guelph’s School of Environ-
mental Design & Rural Devel-
opment.

“If you’re going to survive 
today, my advice to a commu-
nity would involve a couple of 
things. First of all, make sure 
you know your current retail 
base: who the current retail-
ers are, what their functions 
are, and what their needs are 
– do everything possible to sup-
port your current retail base, 
because from that group will 
come innovation,” he said.

“Your current base is vital 
and important – going after the 
great new business from across 
the county or across the prov-
ince is less likely to happen 
than having somebody there 
continue to serve, doing well 

and perhaps expanding.”
That said, the existing down-

town base has to adapt to the 
new realities, he added.

As with Filion, Cummings 
said each downtown will need 
to find its niche, to offer some-
thing unique to draw people 
there. Citing the example of 
Sussman’s of Arthur, he said 
such “destination shopping” 
opportunities are the kind 
of specialty markets open to 
small communities, providing 
something even people outside 
the area are willing to travel 
for.

“To be successful … they can 
try to identify an area where 
you, as a community, can spe-
cialize in some way or other 
that will enhance your retail 
function – by encouraging re-
tailers to offer special services 
that would be attractive to cli-
ents.”

The experts may agree on 
what needs to be done for 
downtowns to survive, but put-
ting those ideas into action is 
another hurdle altogether.

Communities such as the 
neighbouring cities have spent 
millions of dollars buying 
and redeveloping downtown 
properties – a move played out 
across the continent – while 
others have a more hands-off 
approach. Given Filion’s study, 
few have been successful in 
whatever strategy they’ve ad-
opted.

In Woolwich, where there’s 
no room in the budget for large 
downtown expenditures, the 
policy has been one of encour-
agement.

For Peter Simmons, the town-
ship’s chief administrative of-
ficer, the goal is to provide an 
environment where private-
sector investors can enhance 
the core – removing roadblocks 

CORE  
VALUES

Developing a 
strategy for 
downtown 
Elmira in face 
of changing 
needs and
expectations

▼ See CORE page 7
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SAT. MAY 1st

(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

DAVE’S 
NOT HERE

TOP 40 MUSIC

SAT. MAY 8th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

BLACK IRON 
PRIEST

TRIBUTE TO: BLACK SABBATH, IRON MAIDEN, JUDAS PRIEST

30 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
(519) 669-9028

SAT. MAY 15th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

SIN CITY
TRIBUTE TO AC/DC

SAT. MAY 29th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)SATIN

FEMALE VOCALIST COVERING SHERYL CROW, AVRIL LAVIGNE, CRANBERRIES

SAT. JUNE 5th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

RELEASE
TOP 40 MUSIC

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

SHOW SPONSOR 

SPONSORED BY

WATERLOO

As the first frosts come to
Persephone Township, Walt and

Maggie Wingfield are all set
to welcome new life to the
farm. Walt is alarmed about
the old feuds that divide
the neighbours. His
attempts to mend other
people's fences meet
with resistance. The
biggest challenge to
all of them is looming
on the horizon.

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SEASON SPONSOR SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 
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and trying to provide op-
portunities in the face of 
external pressures.

“We’re lucky with Elmi-
ra that it’s been able to 
sustain itself,” he said, 
noting Elmira’s healthy 
situation and pointing 
out the problems seen in 
other communities.

“When it comes to eco-
nomic development, we 
have a facilitative role 
– we don’t interfere with 
the market. How the mar-
ket moves will have an 
impact on how Elmira’s 
downtown evolves.”

Gosnay said that role 
works well for the town-
ship.

 “What we’re doing is 

helping to structure an 
environment in which pri-
vate business can make 
investment decisions, 
can decide it’s appropri-
ate to invest in the core. 
They can recognize that, 
if you want certain types 
of retailing to address the 
Elmira market, your real 
opportunity is to look to 
the core,” he said.

“By maintaining a fo-
cus on the core, it sends 
a message to the business 
community that if you 
want to take advantage 
of the growing market for 
certain types of retail-
ing, you’ve got to look for 
investment opportunities 
in the core.”

Private-sector invest-

ment is the key, agree the 
university researchers.

“Ultimately, it has to 
come from the private 
sector, because the down-
town is too big to be only 
a public-sector down-
town. You can bring in a 
lot of public-sector activi-
ties, but to make a lively 
downtown, you’ve got to 
animate, to bring life to 
the spaces in between 
those [public facilities] 
– that’s private sector,” 
explained Filion. “If the 
private sector is not in-
terested, you’re going to 
have a really nice library, 
a really nice children’s 
museum and really 
nice city hall, but really 
crappy space in between 
them. People won’t go 
– they’ll go to those des-
tinations, but they won’t 

stay downtown.”
There’s a key role for 

both the private sector, 
through such groups as 
the BIA, and the munici-
pality to partner, even in 
the absence of grandiose 
spending sprees, noted 
Cummings. Focus on the 
basics, is his advice. This 
includes such things as 
making the core more 
attractive with flowers, 
trees, shaded areas, and 
inviting streetscapes 
– “councils and BIAs can 
work on that – it’s some-
thing that you can influ-
ence.”

On the bigger picture – 
providing a vision for the 
downtown – communi-
ties like Elmira can run 
into difficulties, however. 
Because it’s not active 
in core development, the 

township has little direct 
influence, and individual 
business operators tend 
to be more focused on 
their own priorities.

“You are dealing with a 
range of individual prop-
erty owners and individ-
ual businesspeople that 
want to make individual 
decisions,” said Gosnay, 
noting the problem is not 
insurmountable.

A more active role may 
be in the offing, according 
to Simmons. Woolwich is 
currently undergoing a 
strategic planning exer-
cise, which includes an 
emphasis on branding, 
image and longer-term 
vision.

“Part of that is what you 
present to the customer, 
both residents and visi-
tors.”

Who takes the lead 
may not be important if 
someone steps up with a 
vision, a key element in 
downtown revitalization, 
added Cummings.

“Visionary leadership 
can bring money to the 
community that would 
never be there before. 
Good leadership is criti-
cal – that will make all 
the difference – leader-
ship on the BIA and lead-
ership within council. 
Those two things can 
accomplish everything 
where nothing has been 
accomplished previous-
ly. But how you get that 
leadership committed is 
another challenge.”

As Woolwich reviews 
the future of its principal 
core area, that challenge 
will be in the forefront.

CORE  
VALUES

2

Continued from page 6
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Visionary leadership can bring money to the community  
that would never be there before.

University of Guelph professor Harry Cummings, 
discussing the need for strong leadership in promoting 
downtown revitalization.

» A place of their own
Winterbourne residents’ continued 
bid to acquire a recreation asset 
(the former public school) is a classic 
community-led initiative, not relying 
entirely on the municipality. Wool-
wich now needs to do its part to sup-
port those efforts.

» Taxing the dream
Ontarians have poured millions into 
lottery and casinos, with the (usu-
ally unrealistic) expectation of a 
big, tax-free payoff. Now it seems 
the cash-strapped McGuintry crew 
is looking at taxing such windfalls. 
Aren’t extreme profits enough?

» No one’s saluting this
In yet another example of its clue-
lessness in Iraq, the occupation 
force this week unveiled a new flag 
for the country, without the benefit 
of input. The new design, widely 
panned, does not incorporate any of 
Iraq’s historical symbols.

Drug companies crushing the little guy
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

The scary truth 
about Harper

Shocked by utilities

I see how some down 
in the U.S. is gettin’ 
all worked up about 

folks buyin’ their drugs 
– I’m talkin’ medicine, 
not them reefers or 
nothin’ – from Canada 
on account of how much 
cheaper it is here.

Now, the ones gettin’ in 
a lather is them losing 
out on sales, especially 
them drug companies 
that’s already char-
gin’ folks an arm and a 
leg for their medicine 
– when you get to be my 
age, you know all about 
doctors, prescriptions 
and pharmacies, and 
not in a “good” way like 
they warned you about 
in them army films.

It’s kinda funny how 
the Americans is all for 
free trade and global 
markets, but them big 
companies is cryin’ over 
all the competition. For 
me, if folks can get what 
they need by drivin’ or 
callin’ over to our fair 
country, then so be it. 
For seniors on a low 
budget, every dollar 
counts for something 
– and if us older folks 
know anything, it’s the 
value of a buck, which is 
more than I can say for 
most of them whiners, 
includin’ some of them 

government types, who’s 
lookin’ to stomp all over 
the little guy.

SOME UNIONS STILL
AS PINK AS EVER

Some folks goin’ a little 
soft in the head must 
figure times are ripe to 
be kickin’ up a fuss at 
work, what with them 
union types walkin’ out 
on both coasts.

As you’d guess, it’s the 
public sector unions 
causin’ the commotion 
– in Newfoundland and 
B.C. right now – on ac-
count of how they figure 
governments has got an 
endless pile of money 
to go passin’ out. I don’t 
know about you, but I 
ain’t none to keen to see 
my tax dollars gettin’ 
flushed away.

Unions, which gener-
ally ain’t been in touch 
with nothin’ like reality 
since I was a lad, ain’t so 
commie as they once was, 
but they still don’t get it. 
On the private side, they 
know things is tough 
and can be thankful for 
the jobs they got. But the 
government workers is 

always lookin’ for more 
– and usually wantin’ 
to do less for it. Seems 
to me they already got it 
plenty cushy, with more 
money than most folks, 
less hours, more benefits, 
and a whole pile of paid 
holidays that ain’t seen 
by real workin’ folks.

I see the government 
out east is lookin’ to 
force the crybabies back 
to work, which is as it 
ought to be –them folks 
is civil servants: they 
need to be more civil and 
do more serving, if you 
ask me.

DEFICITS? NO MONEY?
SPEND LIKE SAILORS

Speaking of unions and 
dumbass governments, 
we got a bad mix of the 
two here in Ontario 
where that McGuinty 
fella is looking to make 
school classes smaller 
– to the tune of upwards 
of $2 billion of yours and 
my money.

He wants to make class-
es of 20 for the younger 
kids, which is all just 
ducky except for the price 
tag. Most of us older folks 

came through much big-
ger classes – hell, some 
of us had more than one 
grade crammed into the 
same spot – and we did 
just fine, thank you kind-
ly. I don’t see no need to 
go doin’ this when the 
government is already 
broke and taxes is way 
too high.

The unions, as you can 
guess, is goin’ to love 
this: they figure 5,400 
new teachers would be 
needed to spread out the 
kids. It ain’t like we ain’t 
already got enough of 
them, collectin’ fat pay-
cheques and benefits (be-
ing on the public dole, as 
it were), not to mention 
all them holidays and 
summers off. They ain’t 
hard done by like it is 
– addin’ more bodies is 
just goin’ to make mat-
ters worse.

With Liberals and 
unions backin’ the plan, 
you can bet it’s not only 
useless, but it’s going to 
cost us a bundle of money 
we ain’t got.

McGuinty says he wants 
to be the “education” Pre-
mier. I say he should aim 
to be the “jobs for real 
workers” and “lowering 
outrageous taxes” Pre-
mier. Talk about your 
dreamin’ in colour.

The cries of “sour grapes” were to be expected, 
as was the fact that they’d come quickly. And 
come they did. It’s no surprise that apologists 
for Stephen Harper would dismiss damning 

remarks from former Progressive Conservative lead-
er Joe Clark.

The former prime minister, you will recall, hotly op-
posed the merger between the Tories and the Alliance. 
The new “Conservative” party, he and others said, is an 
unacceptable departure from the legacy of Sir. John A. 
Macdonald. This week, Clark called Harper a danger-
ous man, saying Canadians would be better off voting 
for Paul Martin’s Liberals rather than risk giving power 
to right-wing ideologues such as the new party leader.

Harper’s supporters quickly tried to play up the sour 
grapes angle, calling Clark yesterday’s man and chal-
lenging his credibility. Thinking Canadians will not 
buy that, however. While many of us opted not to vote 
for Clark when he was leading the PCs – both before and 
after the ill-fated Mulroney years – Canadians consis-
tently held Clark in high regard. He was and is known 
as a principled, thoughtful politician (remarkable for its 
rarity), descriptions that no one not on the payroll could 
say of Harper, who has flipflopped on issue after issue.

More telling is the Republican tendencies of Harper 
and his ilk, including some unseemly characters. The 
hard-right, social conservatives so popular among 
lesser lights in the U.S. has no place in this country 
– a Harper-led government, indeed the entire Reform-
wing of the party, would threaten the essential fabric 
of this country. We need only look to the devastation 
wrought by George W. Bush and company to see where 
unthinking ideology can lead us.

Canadians should heed Clarks’ warnings. And, if more 
progressives give up on the “conservative” experiment, 
watch for a sudden eclipse – a likely scenario for a move-
ment that has already crashed twice. Maybe then Mac-
donald could stop spinning in his grave.

Figures released this week are sure to aggravate 
consumers already staring down the barrel of 
last month’s hydro rate increases. While costs 
continue to rise, and we’re warned of impend-

ing shortages, the province’s publicly owned electricity 
utilities have been handing out money at a record clip 
– enhancing the bank accounts of their senior execu-
tives in particular.

At Ontario Power Generation, 3,980 of its 11,010 work-
ers earned more than $100,000 last year, with figures 
showing its former chief operating officer leading the 
pack at more than $1.7 million. He was one of several 
senior staffers in, or close to, the million-dollar club.

At Hydro, the story was much the same – 1,324 of its 
3,790 employees made more than $100,000, with top 
executives becoming multimillionaires over the past 
few years.

This doesn’t hold well with ratepayers, nor taxpayers, 
who ultimately pay for such excesses. OPG lost more 
than $490 million in 2003, hardly time to be rewarding 
“leadership.” Hydro One, responsible for distribution, 
remains profitable, but profit comes at the expense of 
consumers – the de facto owners of the company.

To its credit, the McGuinty Liberals has moved to 
reduce over-the-top expenditures and political cro-
nyism fostered by the former Progressive Conserva-
tive government. Still, there remains a great deal of 
ground to cover before we believe our money is being 
managed wisely.
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written permission of the Publisher. REPRODUCTION RIGHTS: A licence 
obtained from ACCESSCOPY located at 1 Yonge St., 1900, Toronto, ON  M5E 
1E5  FAX: (416)868-1621

LETTER POLICY: The Observer welcomes letters to the editor on topics of 
interest to our readers. Letters may be edited for length, clarity, grammar, 
and legal considerations. All letters must be signed and contain the writer’s 
full name and telephone number for verifications purposes. Unsigned or 
anonymous letters will not be considered for publication. If you have a 
legitimate concern and cannot sign your name to a letter, please contact the 
editor to discuss alternative means of resolving the issue. This newspaper 
declines announcements, poetry, and thank-you letters in the opinion section. 
Short letters have more impact — 100-200 words to a max word count of 
400. The Observer is a member of the Ontario Press Council which considers 
complaints against member newspapers. www.ontpress.com for more info.

DELIVERY COMPLAINTS: All delivery concerns 
are taken seriously. Substandard deliveries, late 
deliveries, or non-deliveries should be reported 
to the Observer during regular working hours at 
(519) 669-5790.
Saturdays by 3pm call (519) 894-3000

AUDITED CIRCULATION:

12,221
FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 

THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“It’s fundraiser time
again. What is your
favourite charity?”

Catherine
Holton

PERHAPS GETTING A LITTLE OVER CONFIDENT FOLLOWING A RECENT RASH OF SUCCESSES, COCKY 
COUNTERFEITERS  START TAKING “LOCAL-THEMED” LIBERTIES IN THE CREATION OF THEIR BILLS.

“Cancer society 
is my very fa-
vourite because 
I have been 
a victim,  and 
M.S. because of 
my daughter.”

Sue
Reist

“Heart and 
Stroke because 
of the family 
history and the 
diabetic asso-
ciation for the 
same reason.”

Brenda
Perkes

“The Diabetes 
Association be-
cause my broth-
er has juvenile 
diabetes.”

Dennis
Lichty

“I have a pay-
roll deduction 
at work for the 
United Way.  It’s 
an easy way of 
handling it.”
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Powell over bridge in bid to expose the real George W. Bush

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Misinformation” at 
least interesting read

BE HEARD - USE YOUR VOICE AND WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR - WE VALUE YOUR OPINIONS.

▼ See ARE page 10

Well, you see, Bob 
Woodward – now 
the most-famous 

journalist in the world 
– and this scribbler used 
to share a woman.

This was in Washing-
ton, actually in George-
town, it being the most 
chic place in town – Kath-
erine Graham, owner of 
the Washington Post (and 
Newsweek) just around 
the corner; Kitty Kelley, 
destroyer of all repu-
tations, just down the 
street.

The scribbler was at 3027 
Dent Place. By happen-
stance, Woodward was 
at the same address two 
blocks down the slope. By 
happenstance, we were 
both bachelors (happily 
no longer) at the time and 
had no idea how to throw 
a proper dinner party.

Enter the woman. A 
bright young lady who, 
for a reasonable fee, 
would bring in the gro-
ceries, go into the kitch-
en, prepare a lovely feast, 
serve it to our guests, and 

then would go off lonely 
into the night.

Alas, she fell in love with 
a rotten reporter from the 
Boston Globe, who wooed 
her and won her and mar-
ried her and took her off 
to Boston. Woodward 
and I hated the guy ever 
since.

Which brings us back to 
the most-famous scribe 
in the globe, the guy who 
with young buddy Carl 
Bernstein unveiled Wa-
tergate and drove Rich-
ard Nixon from the White 
House.

All of Washington (not 
to mention TV) is abuzz 
about his new book, Plan 
of Attack, which has leapt 
to the No. 1 best-seller list 
in which everyone in the 
know in Washington (the 
gossip capital of the uni-
verse) knows that he got 
the inside dirt on George 
Bush and Iraq from Secre-
tary-of-State Colin Powell.

The book reveals, among 
other embarrassing se-
crets, that the most pow-
erful man on the globe 

told Prince Bandar, Saudi 
Arabia’s Ambassador to 
the U.S., that he was go-
ing to “war” against Iraq 
before bothering to in-
form Powell. (My dining 
out line, before and since, 
is that the U.S. going to 
“war” against Iraq is like 
Woody Allen getting into 
the ring against Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.)

Some years ago, the 
late Stuart Keate, the 
very wise publisher of 
the Vancouver Sun, gave 
some very wise advice 
to a new, young colum-
nist. He said that the only 
friend a newspaper man 
can have is another news-
paper man.

Columnists, of course, 
depend on contacts. They 
don’t have to reveal them 
– unlike poor reporters, 
who have to tell their 
readers who said what. 

For columnists, lunches 
are the life-link to the 
truth.

It’s a high-wire act. One 
day, Keate warned, a col-
umnist is going to run 
into a problem with a 
trusted contact – cabinet 
minister, businessman 
– over something, con-
flict-of-interest, mistress, 
whatever, and has to de-
cide to throw him off the 
bridge.

It’s true. Conrad Black, 
once a luncheon compan-
ion, is the latest example.

Colin Powell is Bob 
Woodward’s latest victim. 
Woodward is a wonder to 
all his journalistic com-
panions. He is a senior 
editor at the Washing-
ton Post. And such is his 
clout, he gets information 
– in this case, three and 
a half-hours cuddling 
with Dubya – and never 

reveals anything to his 
own paper before his zil-
lion-dollar book comes 
out. Who knows?

What we do know is 
what the wise Stu Keate 
warned the young col-
umnist. At some stage, 
you may have to throw 
your best contact over 
the bridge. Everyone 
in Washington, and ev-
ery capital on the globe, 
knows that’s what Wood-
ward has done to Powell, 
who will never be in the 
Bush administration af-
ter the November elec-
tion.

A boy’s gotta do what 
he’s gotta do.  

AND ANOTHER 
THING: Joe Clark? One 
day in 1979, the Conser-
vative Party knowing 
that the young and awk-
ward Opposition leader 
was headed for 24 Sus-
sex Drive as P. Trudeau 
faded, decided to send 
him around the world 
so as to give him a fake 
background in foreign af-
fairs.

Just a few days ago, Rae 
Corelli, a fine man and 
a fine newspaperman 
(those are not the same 
thing) died. The Toronto 
Star had sent him on the 
now-famous jaunt where 
Joe lost his underwear 
and everything else, in-
cluding his reputation.

It was a strange as-
signment, since Corelli 
was a shrewd feature 
writer, but had never re-
ally covered politics. He 
was much older than the 
roistering gang of my 
crowd who ripped up the 
cheap seats in the back 
of Clark’s plane. He kept 
to himself.  He never said 
a word as Joe fumbled 
through Tokyo, the Phil-
ippines (where he lost all 
the TV cameras that were 
supposed to record him), 
New Delhi, on the way to 
Israel.

I’d never met him be-
fore. Finally, one day, he 
turned to me and asked, 
“Is this guy as dumb as 
I think he is?” I said, 
“Yup.”

To the Editor,
I found the misinforma-

tion and thinking of Mark 
Johnson’s letter (Observer, 
Apr. 24/04) interesting yet 
misguided in many re-
spects.

For instance, he states 
that the Bible does not dic-
tate the terms of marriage. 
Yet the Bible distinctly 
refers to marriage only in 
terms of male/female rela-
tionship. It also distinctly 
refers to marriage as a 
relationship intended for 
life between that male and 
female. These sound like 
terms to me. 

I find it strange that John-
son seems to find that Chris-
tianity and God support 
same-sex marriage, when it 
simply is not the case.

Johnson also states that 
homosexuals are the way 

they are because God made 
them that way. Essentially 
he states that genetics de-
termine sexuality and sex-
ual preference. This is an 
interesting yet disturbing-
ly flawed argument. First, 
this would seem to imply 
that we have no choice in 
our sexuality being con-
ditioned by our genetics. 
Does Johnson mean then 
that it would be morally 
wrong for a genetically 
predisposed homosexual 
to engage in heterosexual 
activity? 

I have never heard that 
argument given serious 
consideration, yet that is 
implied by the genetic ar-
gument. Second, Johnson’s 
argument seems to regard 
sexuality (and morality) 
as solely determined by 
genetics. 

Are homosexual and het-
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Sponsor-gate is just one of many scandals
Since the release of the 

Auditor General’s re-
port into the federal 

sponsorship program, the 
Reformatories have been 
focusing their attacks on 
the Liberals almost exclu-
sively on this one issue. 
It’s as if every other issue 
had disappeared from the 
national political scene in 
favour of attacking “Lib-
eral corruption” (which, 
we are to presume, is dif-
ferent from Conservative 
corruption).

While I’m as disgusted 
as the next person with 
the waste of public funds 
on such questionable proj-

ects, and the diversion of 
a significant portion of 
those funds in the pock-
ets of Liberal-friendly ad 
agencies, one wonders 
why the Official Opposi-
tion cannot view these 
scandals in a wider con-
text or figure out that 
there are other issues in 
need of attention. Could it 
be that the Reformatories 
don’t think these issues 
are important, or are they 
content to leave these is-
sues to the NDP and the 
Bloc?

Here’s a handy guide to 
just three of the other rea-
sons to be outraged at the 

Liberals (or, as they now 
prefer to be called, “Paul 
Martin’s Team”):
Misappropriation of 

Employment Insurance 
funds

Before Paul Martin got 
his hands on the program, 
Unemployment Insurance 
could be claimed by most 
unemployed people. That 
changed along with the 
name, as eligibility rules 
were rewritten to exclude 

the majority of potential 
claimants. According to 
the Public Service Alli-
ance of Canada, “The only 
beneficiary in the Employ-
ment Insurance scheme is 
the federal government. 
While premiums continue 
to be collected, even from 
low income earners, and 
eligibility drops, the gov-
ernment keeps building a 
surplus. 

“In 1992, the Unemploy-

ment Insurance account 
stood at $20.5-billion. Of 
that, $15.3 billion was paid 
out in benefits to unem-
ployed workers, while the 
remainder covered costs 
associated with employ-
ment programs, adminis-
tration, maternity, paren-
tal and sickness benefits. 
In 2002, the EI account 
stood at roughly the same 
amount - $20.4 billion. 
Except that now benefit 
payments accounted for 
only $7.2 billion and other 
costs remained the same 
at $5.2 billion. The re-
maining $8 billion – more 
than had been paid out in 
benefits – was allocated 
as a surplus. Without the 
EI surplus, the Liberal 
government would have 
to report a budget deficit, 
rather than an overall 
surplus. The EI surplus is 
now over $40 billion.”  The 
Auditor General has esti-
mated that this surplus 
is $25 billion more than it 
needs to be.
Tax breaks for them-

selves
In 1994, Martin pledged 

that he would close loop-
holes that allowed compa-
nies – including his own 
company – to shelter their 
income by nominally con-
ducting their business 
in offshore tax havens 
such as Liberia. What he 
didn’t mention was that 
he was opening one loop-
hole at the same time as 
he was closing another, 
by exempting Barbados 
from the new restrictions. 
Within months, Canada 
Steamship Lines had 
“packed up and moved” to 
Barbados (which is pretty 
easy to do when your op-
erations in a country are 
on paper only). 

I’m sure that all Canadi-
ans currently completing 
their income tax returns 
will be thrilled to know 
that their Prime Minister 
took care to ensure that 
his company would pay 
taxes in the neighbour-
hood of two-per-cent. 

During the entire time 
that he was finance minis-
ter, Martin was routinely 
briefed on matters affect-
ing his company, which 
was supposedly in “a 
blind trust.” Blind trust 

is a good name for what 
Martin is asking for from 
the Canadian people.
Lobbyists lobbying 

government from with-
in

The Paul Martin Office 
(PMO) employs eight peo-
ple who are or were regis-
tered as corporate lobby-
ists, including his chief of 
staff and his deputy chief 
of staff. Martin’s transi-
tion team included an-
other 10 active or recently 
active lobbyists. Federal 
NDP Leader Jack Lay-
ton argues that “the only 
thing transparent in Paul 
Martin’s government is 
the glass in the revolving 
door.”

As Duff Conacher of De-
mocracy Watch points 
out, “What happens when 
you have these corporate 
lobbyists on the inside, 
as they have been on 
Martin’s campaign, and 
with corporate money 
– all of these lobbyists are 
legally required by their 
contracts to advance and 
advocate the interests of 
their clients, which are 
large corporations. Mar-
tin, as a politician, is le-
gally required to uphold 
the public interest. When 
you tie the two together, 
the public interest will 
always suffer and be ig-
nored, because the private 
interests have the inside 
line. If you gain access to 
a politician, you automati-
cally gain influence over 
that politician. Especially 
when you’re doing favours 
for that politician, which 
all of these corporate lob-
byists have been doing. 
They’ve been volunteer-
ing on his campaign, help-
ing him raise money.”

As disturbing as the 
sponsorship scandal is 
(particularly given that 
no one appears willing to 
admit that they did any-
thing wrong), it might be 
helpful if the Reformato-
ries and the media spent 
a little more time dealing 
with some of the other 
scandals. If they fail to do 
so, the Liberals may well 
be able to count the spon-
sorship scandal as one 
of the great diversionary 
tactics in Canadian politi-
cal history. 
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Continued from page 9

Are homo and hetero 
the only choices?

erosexual practices the 
only choices provided by 
genetics? How does John-
son know this, when scien-
tists do not? 

I am sorry to say to those 
enthralled with the genet-
ic argument that not only 
it is horribly flawed as a 
foundation to support the 
legitimacy of homosexual 
activity, but neither is it 
scientifically proven.

While there are other 
statements in Johnson’s 
letter that I would love to 

have the space to respond 
to, I do have a challenge for 
Johnson. Rather than giv-
ing excuses for condoning 
homosexual activity and 
same-sex marriage, can 
you actually defend the 
practice as being right? 

While it probably does not 
sound like this to some, I 
will say that I do not hate 
those who practice homo-
sexuality. I believe the prac-
tice is wrong and harmful, 
which is why I am against 
same-sex marriage, not be-
cause I hate or fear.

Graham Gaessler
Elmira
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Salt in the wounds 
of lost slots revenue

To the Editor,
I’m sure I wasn’t the only 

one frustrated when I read 
in last week’s Observer 
about almost $400,000 
going to the Centre Wel-
lington government – slot 
money that could’ve been 
ours. No doubt their politi-
cians were laughing all the 
way to the bank with that 
cheque, marvelling at how 
stupid Woolwich council 
was to force out the race-
way.

With $400,000 in profit in 
only four months, that rep-
resents roughly $100 a year 
per household in Woolwich, 
according to my figures. 
Well, to the self-righteous 
religious types who lobbied 
so hard to keep the slots 
away, I hope you’re happy. 
You’ve cost every household 
in Woolwich $100 extra per 
year in taxes just so you can 
sleep comfortably in the 
knowledge that those evil 
slot machines are 15 min-
utes away instead of two.

It’s especially irritating 
because the churches are 
already heavily subsi-
dized by the government, 
through our taxes, and 
with the fundamentalist 
churches having led the 
charge against the slots, 
they’re now costing our 
people even more of our 
hard-earned dollars.

Thanks for nothing.
Mark Johnson

Elmira
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May 28, 
June 4, 11

July 9, 
August 6

June 18, 25

Kings of
Comedy

Elvis
Priestley

The Dixie
Chicklets

Gift certificates available for all shows!

THE BLACK FOREST INN

Showplace Dinner Theatre

A wonderful Mother’s Day gift!

(519) 664 2223-
1872 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo

www.blackforestrestaurant.ca

Dinner and Show: $44.95 Per Person

RELIVE THE MEMORIES!

AN EVENING WITH
FEATURING CONNIE BURTON

All the hits including Crazy, I Fall to Pieces,
Sweet Dreams, and many more.

Patsy Cline

MAY 8, 14, 21
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Mother’s Day
Made Easy!Mother’s Day
Made Easy!
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Special Gifts 

for Mom!
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These signs must stop Tender awarded for airport upgrades Good business to fill those potholes

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

We live in a fast-paced world, 
but that doesn’t mean our 
stomachs have to suffer. To 
that end, last month Bre-

slau-based Instinctive Cuisine launched 
a new line of delivered heat-and-serve 
meals under the moniker Jumpstart 
Gourmet.

“We really think this is something for 
which the time has come; to get people 
out of the steady diet of excess fat and the 
garbage that’s being served out there,” 
said president Mark McLean, who found-
ed the business with his wife, Karie.

“There isn’t a whole lot of choice. So 
what we said is that we need to give peo-
ple a choice and a healthy alternative to 
what is out there.”

All too often, people are sacrificing 
healthy eating habits for convenience, 
which is where Jumpstart Gourmet 
comes in, he explained. Customers can 
order one of two entrées offered daily 
online at www.jumpstartgourmet.com 
and have their meals delivered right to 
their office or home. A kid’s meal, soup, 
salad, dessert, fruits and beverages are 
also available.

“In under 30-seconds you can have your 
order placed and be on your way. You or-
der, you pay, you sit back and relax,” he 
said, adding the delivery area consists of 
Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph 
and the surrounding communities, in-
cluding Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships.

Each day the entrée options change. In 
total, Jumpstart Gourmet offers 33 dif-
ferent upscale meals on a 60-day cycle, 

Jumpstart your dinner
Owners plan to franchise out across Canada within five years

allowing customers to order well in ad-
vance.

Developing Jumpstart Gourmet’s lines 
took about a year to develop, McLean 
added. Essentially, it was a matter of 
finding a way to package Instinctive Cui-
sine’s upscale catered foods as a deliver-
able product.

Not only is the company taking pre-or-
ders, but a new service will allow those 
with a grumbling in their belly to access 
the prepared gourmet meals quickly. A 
new ‘hungry now’ feature on the web site 
puts customers in contact with a hotline 
designed to connect them with drivers 
on the road.

“We have drivers out on the road all day 
with extra product, so somebody could 
call and say ‘I’m hungry now, what have 
you got and when can it be delivered?’” 
he explained, noting delivery time will 
vary between 15 minutes and two hours, 
depending on the locations involved.

“We’ve got a good customer base, a good 
following already started. Every place we 
go, people are just amazed that they can 
get that quality of food delivered to them 
to eat when they want to eat it,” McLean 
said of the interest in pre-ordered meals.

In fact, business has been so strong, 
McLean plans to turn it into a franchise 
with locations across Canada within the 
next five years.

“We’re in conversations right now with 
two possible openings, one in Oakville 
and one in Brampton,” he explained. A 
storefront location in Breslau is also in 
the works. The couple is currently in ne-
gotiations to find a permanent home for 
the infant endeavor.

“It will be right in Breslau. We won’t 
leave Breslau; it’s been too good to us.” KAREN LONGWELL

is hosting the
$10,000.00

KARAOKE
STEELBACK SUPERSTAR SEARCH
Beginning Wednesday, May 5th

MAY 5TH, MAY 12TH, MAY 19TH & MAY 26TH

Two conestants each night qualify for Central Tavern Finals

JUNE 2ND - Eight qualifying contestants compete and one will 
be chosen to represent the Central Tavern at the Steelback 

Superstar Search Semi-Finals

30 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
(519) 669-9028

JUNE 12TH - Televised semi-
finals, 6 contestants move on

JUNE 18TH - Televised finals. The 
STEELBACK SUPERSTAR will be 

chosen and win $10,000.00

Unsighly and illegal promotional signs springing up “all along boulevards” 
in Woolwich have captured the ire of Ward 3’s councillor. Acting on com-
plaints from residents, Murray Martin said at council Apr. 27 the township 
should take quick action to enforce its bylaws.

With a price tag of $3.3 million, Bianchi Grading Ltd. was awarded a con-
tract this week for work at the Region of Waterloo International Airport. The 
contract covers the development of lots for external leasing and will involve 
the construction of access roads, and water and sanitary services.

It’s all well and good to offer up services to residents at the township’s 
various community centres, but it’s just good business to maintain the ac-
cess points, says Coun. Murray Martin. Potholes in driveways and parking 
lots should get budget priority this year, he suggested this week.

MEALS TAKE TO WHEELS Breslau-based Instinctive Cuisine has launched a new line of ready-made 
meals, complete with online ordering and delivery service under the banner Jumpstart Cuisine. Co-founder 
Mark McLean displays a sample meal.
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Estate planning is 
one of the most 
complex facets of 

financial planning as it 
involves legal, tax, in-
vestment and insurance 
issues, during an ex-
tremely difficult and life-
changing event. Some 
of our most significant 
decisions must be made 
at a time when our focus 
is on family and friends, 
not on finance.

The first place to start 
is your will and pow-
ers of attorney. These 
legal documents, when 
planned properly and 
executed professionally, 
will capture and fulfill 
your precise intentions 
and minimize intestate 
(court dispersal) fees. 
Power of attorney for 
property

This is a necessary doc-
ument for ensuring your 
financial affairs contin-

ue to be handled in the 
event of illness, accident 
or other disability. With-
out it, assets held in sole 
ownership will remain 
frozen indefinitely.
Power of attorney for 
personal care

This document, intro-
duced in April 1995, al-
lows you to name some-
one to make decisions on 
your behalf, which may 
involve nutrition, shel-
ter, clothing and consent 
for medical treatment 
and life prolongment.

Duties of your executor 
Settling an estate is 

complex, time-consum-
ing and demanding work. 
Choosing an executor to 
handle this responsibil-
ity is one of your most 
important decisions. 
While you may want to 
give this task to a friend 
or relative, remember 
that your executor may 

need to retain specialists 
in law, income tax, real 
estate, investment man-
agement, accounting and 
insurance if they do not 
have personal knowledge 
in these fields.

An executor must:
• Remain impartial 

– emotions may run high 
and relationships become 
strained;

• Be accurate – costly er-
rors could hurt the estate 
and in some cases expose 
the executor to personal 
liability;

• Be compensated – at 
your discretion and un-

der provincial guide-
lines for their time and 
effort.
Strategies to minimize 
tax and probate fees

Whether it be Guaran-
teed Investment Funds, 
segregated funds or es-
tate-tax insurance, there 
are numerous options to 
explore to minimize tax 
to your estate. Naming 
a beneficiary on your in-
vestments directly (RSPs 
and otherwise) avoids 
costly probate fees and 
contested will proceed-
ings, and minimizes in-
come interruptions to 

your loved ones.
Utilizing term insur-

ance instead of mortgage 
insurance is another 
simple, cost-effective 
way to increase the val-
ue of your estate and ex-
pedite a tax-free payout.

Universal life policies 
are also an excellent way 
to equalize your estate 
when the CCRA (I still 
like to call them Revenue 
Canada) swoops in and 
grabs half of your hard-
earned RRSP or RRIF 
upon the passing of the 
second spouse.

For example, a widow at 
78 with a RRIF portfolio 
of $600,000 passes away 
leaving her two children 
$150,000 each. How’s 
that? Well, CCRA deems 
the whole $600,000 dis-
posed of within the year 
of passing, meaning the 
money is taxed at 50 per 
cent(+), leaving $300,000 

after tax. Each child 
then receives half. If a 
universal life policy was 
purchased on the life of 
the parent (the younger 
the better) for $300,000, 
the children would re-
ceive that tax-free pay-
ment as well for a total 
of $300,000 each (the full 
value of the portfolio). 
The insurance is a good 
investment as it usually 
costs a fraction of the 
payout (I’ve rarely seen 
premiums exceeding 30 
per cent of the payout 
amount). 

So, if you or your ex-
ecutor are in a position 
where you are facing a 
mountain of paperwork, 
consult a professional. 
After all, we deal with 
estates frequently and 
have the infrastructure 
to settle these issues 
quickly and cost effec-
tively.
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The Smart
Parts People!

116 Bridge St. E.,
Kitchener

(519) 745-4751
1-800-463-2986

www.logels.com
With the cost of new auto parts rising all the time, the smart

motorist has begun to realize the benefit of buying used parts at a
fraction of the cost from Logel’s Auto Parts.

The role of Logel’s Auto Parts is to dismantle mid-1990’s to
current model cars and trucks that have been damaged, assessed
as insurance write-offs or are no longer road-worthy, but still possess
good usable parts.  Serviceable parts are removed, cleaned, bar
coded, stored in the 3 story warehouse and catalogued for future
reference.  An up-to-date computerized inventory makes it easier for
you to find out if they have it with a simple call, visit or on-line search
at “www.logels.com”.

The whole process of re-using auto parts helps the environment by
saving the resources needed to create new parts. Logel’s uses
environmentally friendly practices in the dismantling process; all
fluids are collected and recycled.

Founded in 1959, Logel’s Auto Parts is overseen by John P.
Logel along with a dedicated staff at their 18,000 square foot state-
of-the-art facility.

Logel’s Auto Parts carries over 21,000 used auto and light truck
parts; in most cases they are available to you for half the price of a
new part or less.  If they don’t have it, Logel’s can use an inter-yard
communication system to obtain parts from other yards across North
America.

Logel’s Auto Parts offers counter sales to the public in a retail
capacity, as well as delivering wholesale to service garages and
collision repair shops.  All parts are guaranteed for 1 year (except
where otherwise noted).

Total Home Comfort Solutions

969 Guelph St., Kitchener                         (519) 893-9260
www.wolverineheatingandcooling.com

Every home experiences heat build-up in the summer months, and
there are three main sources: solar gain through the windows;
internal gain through lights and appliances; and heat gain from the
attic.  By shading the windows, scheduling the use of appliances and
lights, and using attic insulation and ventilation, you can decrease
the temperature, but you still have to contend with humidity, the main
source for summer discomfort.

Consider having a new MAYTAG central air conditioning system
installed by the people at Wolverine Heating & Cooling Inc.  The
benefits include quieter operation and higher overall efficiency than
in-window A/C units, plus better air circulation and filtration.

If your aging furnace is more than 10 years old, ask about a new
MAYTAG M1010 high efficiency furnace from Wolverine Heating &
Cooling Inc. with efficiencies as high as 92% A.F.U.E.  You can
expect lower fuel bills, quiet operation and an industry leading 10
year parts & labour warranty that ensures worry-free operation year
after year.

Wolverine Heating & Cooling Inc. was founded in 1973.  Owner
Larry Kehl and the staff are proud of the level of service, quality
workmanship and value provided to its customers.  To enhance your
comfort, they can also provide whole home humidifiers, air cleaning
systems, electronic programmable thermostats, plus ventilators and
heat pumps.

Qualified technicians can properly size and expertly install
equipment, with sheet metal work by licensed installers and gas work
by licensed fitters.  A 24 hour emergency service is available.

Call Wolverine Heating & Cooling Inc. for a free estimate on new
equipment, and find out why they are the choice of over 20 home-
builders in the region.  Better yet, stop by the showroom to see the
latest models on display.

Whether you are out visiting or shopping in K-W or meeting with
family or friends, choosing a restaurant can be a risky experience for
those who aren’t familiar with the choices.  To help make your decision
simpler, we suggest that you visit The Daily Grill Restaurant.

From the sit-down counter with stools and chalkboard specials, to
the cozy booth seating and working gas fireplace, The Daily Grill
keeps things relaxed, comfortable and casual.  You can also expect
a friendly serving staff that makes every effort to keep pace with your
busy lifestyle.

Choose from all-day breakfasts including various egg combo
dishes, Steak and Eggs, 3 egg Omelettes, Pancakes, French Toast,
and Eggs Benedict. The Daily Grill Restaurant also serves
substantial Soups, Salads, Appetizers and Finger Foods,
Sandwiches (Hot Open Face, Triple-Decker, Specialty Sandwiches,
and Texas Bread Sandwiches), and Homestyle Hamburgers made
with 2 patties of 1/4 pound 100% beef.  Main entrees can include
Ribs and Combos, Steak, Chicken or Veal Parmigiano, Greek
Souvlaki, New York Steak, Ham Steak, Liver and Onions, Veal or
Pork Schnitzel.  Seafood lovers can enjoy their Fish & Chips, Sole,
Grilled Salmon, Perch, or Seafood Platter.  Choose from Stir-Fry’s, or
Pastas including Chicken Tettrazini, Lasagna, Shrimp, Chicken or
Vegetable Primavera.  There’s also a Kids’ Menu, and desert
showcase with pies, cheesecake, etc.

The FRENGOS family and the staff keeps regulars coming back
and attracting new customers by providing hospitality, great taste,
friendly service and value.  This licensed restaurant caters to small
parties and special occasions.  For weddings, business meeting and
large events, ask about the 3 Bridges Banquet Hall in St. Jacobs.

Outdoor
Living

…Indoors

15-105 Lexington Rd., Waterloo                    (519) 725-4892
www.fourseasonssunrooms.on.ca              1-888-888-0605

An increasing number of homeowners in the region have found
many good reasons for purchasing a Four Seasons Sunroom as an
addition to their home.

Four Seasons Sunrooms offer one of the best ways to enjoy our
climate.  Their unique MC Wonderglass technology ensures the
interior of your glass room remains cooler in the summer and warm
in the winter, providing outdoor living…indoors.  You can enjoy the
change of seasons in your sunroom day and night, all year long,
without the bugs.  Nothing combines natural light and comfort better,
ensuring your sunroom is the most popular room in your home.

Many are surprised at the unexpected low price.  A Four Seasons
sunroom, patio room, solarium, or conservatory is the simple solution
to creating more space and often costs less than traditional
construction.

The addition of a Four Seasons sunroom also shows an excellent
return on investment compared to many other home improvements.
A recent survey indicates that a swimming pool retains 30% of its
value, a family room addition retains 70%, but a Four Seasons
sunroom retains up to 92% of its value.

Four Seasons Sunrooms are manufactured to your individual
specifications and installed at your home.  You can expect minimal
disruption, and a sunroom won’t require substantial modifications to
your home.

Owners Jim English, Allan Baribeau and the staff at Four
Seasons Sunrooms in Waterloo can create designs that meet your
building’s architectural style, your tastes and lifestyle.  Customers are
assured of professional installation, and on-going service and support.

Contact Four Seasons Sunrooms for your design consultation, or
stop by the showroom display.

“Get With
the

Program”

604 Colby Dr., Waterloo                            (519) 746-3332
(Northfield Dr. & King St.)                      www.krown.com

Spring is a critical time to have Krown Rust Control apply rust
protection to your vehicle or fleet.  High moisture levels in the air from
melting snow, coupled with high precipitation levels in the form of
acid rain, can be expected from now until next winter.  During the
course of a 12 month period, acid rain is the single most contributing
factor in the corrosion process.  Moisture from condensation has the
highest of acid levels because of the concentration of ground level
pollutants.  The rate at which steel rusts doubles for every 10
degrees above zero Celcius.  Consequently, one should never
underestimate the importance of rust proofing in the spring and
summer.

Annually certified technicians at Krown Rust Control apply an
environmentally safe, solvent-free formula that dispels moisture
from metal and sets up a corrosion resistant surface.  Krown’s low
viscosity formulation is capable of penetrating hard to reach areas
that effect the vehicle’s structural integrity such as metal folds,
seams, and spot welds.  It helps to lubricate fasteners, brake cables
and power window mechanisms, but will not damage plastics, paint
or fabrics.

The Buff & Shine Shop at Krown in Waterloo offers car clean-up
and polishing services that are designed to help your vehicle last
longer, look better and retain its value.  Krown is the exclusive
distributor of LUMINATE, an acclaimed 2 step polish & paint
protector.  Luminate’s first step removes oxidization and revitalizes
dull flat finishes.  The second stage of the Luminate application can
protect your vehicle’s finish from the ravages of winter road salt, oil
film, acid rain and other year round hazards.

Call the Bergsma family at Krown in Waterloo today for your
appointment.

Serving Your Automotive Needs Since 1979

545 King St. N., Waterloo                          (519) 746-4120
(across from Conestoga Mall)  www.waterloohonda.com

The average car buyer already has a good idea of what they want
in a vehicle to meet their lifestyle needs.  Some may have narrowed
it down to a certain brand or model before even considering where to
buy it.  With so many dealers in Ontario selling the same vehicles,
how do you choose your dealer?

Dealer Principal Robin Lowe, General Sales Manager Lothar
Quak and the management team and staff at Waterloo Honda has
developed sales and service standards that ensure a pleasant,
hassle-free experience when you deal with them.

You can expect courteous sales consultants who have excellent
product knowledge when it comes to the newest HONDA models,
plus financing and leasing options that are ideal for families,
businesses or recent college/university graduates.

Many Waterloo Honda customers enjoy the peace of mind from
buying a Honda Certified used vehicle that is carefully selected,
inspected and warranted.

Their parts department gives you access to genuine HONDA parts
for the right performance and fit.

When it comes to maintenance, warranty service or diagnostic
problem solving, the factory trained technicians at Waterloo Honda
have the latest equipment, reference materials and experience to do
it right.  Service advisors on duty and a shuttle service make your
service experience more convenient.  There is also a Fast Lube lane,
and inexpensive do-it-yourself car wash.

If you need collision work and painting, the body shop at Waterloo
Honda will bring your vehicle back to pre-accident condition with
genuine HONDA Collision Parts.  They can provide a free written
estimate, work closely with your insurance a carrier, arrange a rental
vehicle on-site, and towing.

Call today to arrange your service appointment or drop by to test
drive the newest models.

1085 Guelph St., Kitchener                       (519) 744-3830
www.roofman.com

If your roof is more than fifteen years old, it is probably time to think
of replacement before obvious leaks begin.  Statistics indicate that
more than 85% of North American homes have asphalt shingles.
After 15 years, a standard weight shingled roof will begin to show
signs of missing, damaged or broken shingles and shingles that are
dried up or curled on the edges.  Even worse is a roof with bare
shingles, no longer covered by their protective granules.

Having a new roof installed by The Roofman Inc. is a unique
opportunity to express your individual taste in colour to create an
attractive exterior.  At the same time, you protect the building’s very
structure from the damaging effects of moisture.

Asphalt shingles today have the largest choice of styles, wear
ratings and colour blends.  Cedar shingles or “shakes” provide a
natural warmth that can add distinct beauty to many architectural
structures.  Metal roofing can be a long-term investment with a
unique appearance all its own. The Roofman Inc. is a full-time
specialist in roofing and re-roofing, plus 24 hour emergency repairs.
An on-site survey and estimate can help you determine your needs.

Flat roofing for commercial and industrial applications can include
built-up tar and gravel, modified bitumen, single ply EPDM
(waterproof membrane), and PVC.  Scheduled inspections are
available to protect your investment.

The Roofman Inc. has served Southern Ontario since 1981, and
has kept abreast of the latest developments in the industry.  Long-
term warranties ensure peace of mind and solid value for the
customer.  This business is overseen by President Henry Draus and
staffed by experienced, insured tradesmen who take pride in their
workmanship.  References are available upon request.  Flexible
financing is available (OAC).

A Great Place
to Buy a Bike

Since 1925

27 Scott St., Kitchener                              (519) 579-2453
(across from Kitchener Farmer’s Market)

Braun’s online: www.brauns.com
Whether you ride for fitness or fun, casually or seriously, and for

street, trail or off-road, Braun’s Bicycle & Fitness has a bicycle for
every lifestyle and budget.

Braun’s has experienced bicycle enthusiasts on staff who will help
you determine your needs, size a bike properly, outline the newest
innovations, and offer honest advice to ensure you are happy with
your purchase.  You can expect high quality bikes, already
assembled by qualified technicians and ready to ride.

From mountain bikes, BMX bikes, Cyclo Cross, road bikes and
hybrid bikes to cruisers, comfort bikes and specialty bikes like
tandem or recumbent bikes, folding bikes, adult tricycles, and electric
assist bikes, Braun’s has what you want.  This family friendly store
also has kid’s bikes, trailers, joggers and trail-a-bikes.  Look to top
brands such as Oryx, Jamis, Miele, Electra, Fuji, Mikado, and KHS.

To enhance your safety, performance and enjoyment, Braun’s
carries a complete line of bicycle apparel, expertly fitted helmets, car
carrying systems, and accessories—from tires and saddles to bells
and lights.  They also carry fitness equipment and health products at
their 16,000 square foot superstore.

Their service technicians can provide expert repairs, tune-ups, or
accessory installations.

Ask about becoming a member of Club Tread, Braun’s Free
Discount Club, or the “Touring with Braun’s Club” for group rides to
exciting destinations for all rider levels.

The Braun family and their staff invite you to find out why this
award-winning store was a finalist for Retailer of the Year 2003!

“Turning Your Dreams Into Reality”

426 Albert St., Waterloo                            (519) 746-2848
(between Columbia St. & Phillip St.)

More and more families and contractors have found that Artistic
Landscaping Inc. has the products they need for landscaping and
building projects, plus fair prices and service they can count on.
Whether your project involves creating water features such as a
waterfall or pond, large armour stone for the garden, pavestone, or
stone for fireplaces and building accents indoors, Artistic
Landscaping Inc. has the materials and advice to make your plans
succeed.

Owners Pat & Juanita Dyck and the staff know that when you add
to your landscape and yard, you enjoy your home more and increase
its value.

Artistic Landscaping Inc. provides bulk supply of aggregates and
landscape materials, as well as efficient delivery to keep your project
on schedule.  In addition to sand, topsoil, mulch, river stone, pea
gravel, and stone chips, Artistic Landscaping Inc. can supply
decorative stone, flag stone, river stone, armour stone (large
boulders), and more for a variety of applications.

Founded over 20 years ago, Artistic Landscaping Inc. has
operated at its current retail location for the past 8 years.  Their
distinctive log building exterior and lush colourful interior makes
shopping a pleasant experience.  The showroom is full of great gift
ideas and design elements for your yard, including plaques, figurines
and statues, gazing balls, etc.  They also feature pond supplies and
pumps to meet your needs.  A large selection of Christmas
decorations and gifts are introduced each holiday season.

What makes Artistic Landscaping Inc. unique is their artscape
consultations at the showroom or secondary, on-site consultations
with complete customized plans created to meet your needs,
desires, and budget.  Visit on-line at www.artisticland.com or check
out their in-store portfolio.

“Family Dining 
in a Casual Atmosphere”
615 Davenport Rd., Waterloo

(corner of Northfield Dr. 
and Davenport Rd.)

(519) 886-4752

“…leading the way in roofing
technology since 1981”
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The gods of hockey had reason to 
rejoice last weekend (Apr. 24.) 
as some 200 area kids gathered 
at Park Manor Public School for 

a good old-fashioned game of road hock-
ey. The hockey blitz marked the 13th an-
nual tournament organized by Elmira’s 
Optimist Club.   

“The day was just excellent, amazing,” 
event organizer Steve Bisbee said noting 
that the event’s success could be contrib-
uted to favorable weather conditions. 
“The kids had a really good time.”

A total of 36 teams – each made up of 

A battle for the streets
Local kids hit the pavement for the 13th annual Optimist Club road hockey tournament

five players – squared off against each 
other under sunny skies for bragging 
rights and a chance at garnering some 
prize money.

The local club took a portion of the $25 
per team entry fee and divided it among 
the top three squads in each division. 
The remainder of the money – out of a 
pool of about $900 – will be kept right 
here at home, being used to fund local 
groups including Scout troops, Girl 
Guides and athletic teams. 

The Elmira Optimist Club is a local 
service group geared toward helping 
area youth.

The tournament boasted four separate 
winners, each team representing the 

different divisions.
Bisbee said that, for the most part, the 

reaction from community members 
was encouraging – receiving positive 
feedback from individuals.   

“The general reaction was that it was 
well run and a lot of [people] walked 
by after the tournament was over and 
thanked us for hosting it.”

Among those who showed their appre-
ciation to the Optimist Club was Elmira 
resident Keith Fulcher, whose son Trev-
or took part in the tournament.

“The kids really look forward to this 
every year,” Fulcher said. “It (the com-
petition) has gotten to the point where it 
has become a community tradition.”

In its 13th edition, the event has grown 
tremendously in both notoriety and in 
participation, noted Bisbee.

However, he added, the club doesn’t 
have any intention of making the road 
hockey tournament any larger.  

“I don’t think it’s something that we 
really want to get any bigger. This is 
probably as big as we want to get it,” he 
said, stressing that the club would not 
openly advertise the event beyond the 
local area. 

But despite trying to maintain the sta-
tus quo, the Optimist Club member said 
the organization would not turn away 
any team wanting to take part in the 
event.

PHOTOS: PETER CRISCIONE

The Canadian Amputee National Hockey Team will bring home a medal 
from the world championships in Prague. The team – which includes two 
local players – was undefeated heading into the championship game against 
the USA yesterday (Apr. 30), but the results weren’t known at press time.

With construction of the new Linwood Recreation Centre complete, 
Wellesley Township’s director of recreation will relocate. Currently working 
out of a shared office space at the St. Clements CC, Richard Hoover will 
change venues after a new facility operator is hired later this year.

For the second straight year, the Stratford Cullitons – which eliminated 
the Elmira Sugar Kings from the Midwestern Jr. B playoffs – have taken 
the Sutherland Cup. Stratford downed Thorold in four straight games, 
finishing the series with a 5-1 win in game four Apr. 23.

THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME  Area kids got a chance to achieve championship glory Apr. 24 taking part in the 13th annual Elmira Optimist Club road hockey tournament at Park Manor Public School. About 36 
teams of five players each squared off from the early morning hours and continued until a victor was crowned. Elmira resident Keith Fulcher, (bottom right) gives an anxious participant some pointers on how to win the 
big game.   
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Defending their title in gold-medal game Checking out some new digs Stratford takes the Cup



A RUN FOR A CURE  In an effort to raise money for cancer relief, 
locals took part in the 26th annual Great Ride and Stride fundraiser in 
Elmira Apr. 25. Despite rainy weather, participants managed to raise 
about $4,500 for the Canadian Cancer Society. 
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Making the tough decisions when bad dogs go good

1-800-565-8603
or visit our website at www.dart.on.ca

Are Drugs or Alcohol 
Affecting Your Life?

We can help.
If you are concerned about your own, or someone else’s use 

of alcohol or drugs, the Drug and Alcohol Treatment Infoline 
(DART) can guide you to the help you need. 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

ABERLE FARMS
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Last fall, Zoom and 
I were sitting in a 
duck blind remi-

niscing about the good old 
days when hunting dogs 
were actually worthy of 
the name. The fact that 
Honey, my golden retriev-
er, had stood stone still 
for the entire morning, 
occasionally whimpering 
to warn us of incoming 
ducks, merely supported 
our premise that things 
had gone too far.

“It’s time to retire the 
old girl,” Zoom spat as we 
picked up six empty shells 
while avoiding eye con-
tact with the disappointed 
retriever. “You’d think 
she never saw two hunters 
intentionally miss a sky 

darkened with ducks.”
I hated to admit it, but he 

was right. Any dog that 
always spotted passing 
ducks first and then ex-
pected a gunner to occa-
sionally hit them was far 
too unreasonable to have 
as a hunting companion. 
Furthermore, Honey now 
routinely made difficult 
retrieves when one did 
fall, further proof that she 
had worn out her hunting 
dog status. 

“You know,” I said 
dreamily, “there was a 
time when Honey would 
merely bark at incoming 
ducks and scare them 
south.”

“I remember,” he said 
sadly. “She showed so 

much promise.”
Teary-eyed, I looked 

at Honey and asked my-
self where I went wrong. 
Somewhere along the way 
she stopped bringing back 
decoys, eating our lunch-
es, rolling in rancid mess-
es and hiding ducks in the 
marsh. It was as if she had 
forgotten everything that 
set her apart from being a 
mere house pet.

Those unaccustomed 
to field dogs would have 
thought that Honey was 
at the top of her game. But 

serious hunters know dif-
ferently.

Sure, on the surface all 
that retrieving and flush-
ing of game birds looks 
great. But, eventually a 
fellow gets tired of hav-
ing to shoot at and miss 
wildfowl just to satisfy a 
dog’s morbid curiosity. 

“I knew no good would 
come from all that fancy 
breeding,” I muttered.

“You and the wife get-
ting friendly again?” 
Zoom asked.

“I’m talking about Hon-

ey,” I snapped.
“Look,” he answered 

quietly, “what passes 
between a man and his 
hunting dog is nobody’s 
concern but their own. 
But still, I wouldn’t be 
bragging!”

“I mean Honey’s fancy 
breeding, you idiot!”

I then went on to ex-
plain my theory that 
hunting dogs have finally 
been bred to surpass the 
smarts of those who own 
them.

“That ain’t possible,” 
Zoom responded while 
pouring himself an ice-
cold coffee. Meanwhile, 
Honey finally ate the 
dog biscuits that she had 
warmed up by sitting on.

“It’s true,” I said, “and 
someone ought to do 
something about it. If 
they get any smarter 
they’re just going to refuse 
to come out altogether.”

“I once had a beagle 
that was the envy of any 
sportsman who ever 
watched it eat a rab-
bit,” Zoom said dream-
ily. “Peppie would roll in 
stuff that would shame a 
skunk. And she’d chew 

just about anything you 
set down beside her; the 
more valuable the bet-
ter.”

“Did she chase game?” I 
asked dreamily.

“Sure did. But never the 
game you were hoping 
for,” he beamed. “Hunt-
ing with Peppie was al-
ways a crapshoot – some-
times literally. We used 
to hunt local cornfields 
quite a bit. On our best 
day we came home with 
one rooster and three 
hens.”

“You hunted pheasant 
with a beagle?” I asked 
incredulously.

“Who said anything 
about pheasants?”

“Sounds like he was 
a great hunting dog,” I 
said.

“Yup, dumb as a brick,” 
he said. “You’d never 
leave the field feeling 
stupid when Peppie was 
around. There’s some-
thing to be said for that.”

It started to rain hard 
and Zoom and I got 
soaked. Honey, much to 
my shame, curled up on a 
dry spot under the bench 
seat in the blind. 

PETER CRISCIONE

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After losing her 
mother to can-
cer in recent 
weeks, Elmira 

resident Cheryl Fisher 
says nothing could stop 
her from raising money 
for the cause – certainly 
not a little bad weather.

Fisher, along with her 
husband Brad and about 
20 area participants 
braved cold, rainy condi-
tions Apr. 25 to take part 
in the 26th annual Great 
Ride and Stride cancer 
fundraiser in Elmira. 

“At this point, it 
wouldn’t matter what 
the weather is, I would 
still be out here [helping 
to raise money],” Fisher 
said referring to the poor 
weather that contributed 
to a low number of par-
ticipants. “Losing my 
mother to cancer … has 
definitely made it more of 
an incentive.”

The Fishers’ said al-
though their family has 
been involved in this par-
ticular fundraising ini-
tiative for years, this edi-
tion has really hit home. 

“At the moment we’re 
living what it is we are 
trying to do,” Fisher’s 
husband said adding that 
instead of going out to the 
community for pledges 
the couple donated their 
own money to the orga-
nization. “This is really 
important for us.”

Participants had several 
course options to choose 
from, including a 6-, 10- 
and 20-kilometre bike 
ride and walk.

The 20km ride, for in-
stance, began at EDSS, 
and took individuals to 
New Jerusalem Road, 
through St. Jacobs and 
back again to Elmira.

The Ride and Stride run 
was just one of several 
fundraising efforts tak-

Taking a run at cancer
Locals take part in 26th annual bike ride and run for Cancer

ing place over the week-
end, with similar events 
held in Kitchener, Water-
loo, Cambridge and New 
Hamburg.   

Last year, the event 
managed to rake in about 
$175,000 region-wide, 
with $10,000 coming from 
the Woolwich and Welles-
ley areas. The money, 
generated largely from 
pledges made by local 
businesses and commu-
nity members, goes to the 
regional branch of the 
Canadian Cancer Society 
and is geared toward can-
cer research. 

Ride and Stride chair-
man for Elmira Paul Kal-
bfleisch said tradition-
ally the event manages to 
attract close to 100 people 
every year. 

However, despite the 
poor turnout this time 
around, Kalbfleisch 
stressed he still consid-
ered the charity effort a 
success nonetheless.

Cancer “is a cause that 
is close to a lot of people’s 

hearts,” Kalbfleisch told 
the Observer. “We’ve had 
a [great deal] of support 
from the community 
– we know we will do just 
fine.”

According to event or-
ganizers, roughly $4,500 
was raised in Elmira 
on Sunday and about 
$150,000 garnered across 
the region.  

Kalbfleisch said area 
women initially estab-
lished the event two de-
cades ago as a run for 
breast cancer; the run 
eventually morphed into 
a general fundraising 
initiative 10 years ago.

In its long history, the 
event has grown into 
a major fundraiser not 
only for the cancer soci-
ety but also for the many 
families who have made 
the charity run a family 
tradition.   

 “We do this every year; 
it’s just something we 
feel we can do [for cancer 
relief],” Elmira resident 
Lynn Stumpf said, not-
ing that this was the fifth 
year her family has tak-
en part in the fundraiser. 
“This walk means a lot 
to us because we’ve had 
family members affected 
by cancer.”

Stumpf, along with hus-
band Richard and daugh-
ter Kristine, managed to 
raise about $400 for the 
cause.
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Spring
Maintenance

Service
$3995

†

No-chargeA/C check!

Environmental handling
charge may apply.

Free
Get a

Mopar Car Care Kit with 
any Spring Service Special.*

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

THE EASY WAY TO GET THE QUALITY, EXPERT CARE YOUR VEHICLE DESERVES.

O N L Y A T Y O U R N E I G H B O U R H O O D C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E R E T A I L E R
*While quantities last. Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and 
synthetic oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires June 19, 2004. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler retailer for complete details.

CANADA’S BEST
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

CHRYSLER   JEEP®   DODGE
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

� Lube, Oil and Filter Change
� Top-up of Washer Fluid
� Tire Rotation

� Peace of Mind Inspection
� Provide Written Report on Findings
� A/C System Performance Check

�
�
�

�
�
�

We’ll take care of the go. You take care of the show.

MUSCLING THROUGH THE COMPETITION

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

They will put their 
minds to the chal-
lenge. 

Scores of youngsters 
from around the prov-
ince will converge on 
Kitchener’s city hall May 
8-9 for a chance to claim 
top prize in the Ontario 
youth chess champion-
ships.     

About 150 kids – ranging 
from 10 to 18 years of age 
– will go mind to mind 
in the hopes of securing 
a cash prize ($150) and a 
chance to compete on the 
national stage – slated to 
be held in Kapuskasing, 
Ont. in upcoming weeks. 
The event will coincide 
with the adult version of 
the competition, the Ca-
nadian Open.

“It will be very competi-
tive and it will be a fun 

Kids getting set to “check” in
Young players looking to compete in chess championships 

thing for them to take 
part in,” said Ontario and 
Canadian youth coordi-
nator Patrick McDonald.

Kids will square off 
against competitors in 
their own age groups.  

As an added bonus, Mc-
Donald said the tourna-
ment would feature a 
variety of special events, 
namely a “blindfolded” 
match between two mas-
ter chess players.

The individuals will go 
head-to-head, armed with 
a lot of skill and photo-
graphic memory.

The masters “can actu-
ally play the entire game 
in their heads basically 
remembering where all 
the pieces are,” he said. 
“I think that will be quite 
a sight for a lot of these 
kids to see.” 

This year, McDonald 
said he anticipates the 
tournament to bring in 

record-breaking num-
bers in terms of tourna-
ment participation. 

In the 2003 competition 
participants in the On-
tario youth champion-
ships amounted to more 
than 130. And, with a 
week to go before compe-
tition day, that number is 
close to being exceeded.

“This will definitely be 
a record-breaking year.”

Boasting record par-
ticipation would suggest 
the game has picked up a 
great deal of momentum 
and popularity in recent 
years. However, accord-
ing to this chess aficiona-
do, this is not the case.   

As far as popularity of 
the sport goes McDon-
ald said the notoriety 
surrounding chess has 
somewhat stalled for the 
moment. 

“I’d like to think that 
(the game is growing), 

but I doubt it actually,” 
McDonald said noting 
that evidence shows 
players are abandoning 
the sport at an early age. 
“It (chess) has been, for 
a number of years now, 
fairly popular with kids 
in certain age groups, 
but they all drop off 
around the high school 
years.”

According to current 
regional tournament 
registration numbers, 
children between 10 and 
12 years make up the 
vast majority of partici-
pants, while the amount 
appears to decrease be-
yond that point.

Although it doesn’t fol-
low traditional guidelines 
often associated with 
most physical activities 
– namely running, jump-
ing or even knocking an 
opponent to the mat – Mc-
Donald said the sport of 

chess requires the devel-
opment of another impor-
tant part of the human 
anatomy … the mind.

Like the talent displayed 
on rinks or playing fields, 
McDonald said chess 
players also require a 
large amount of self-dis-
cipline and drive. 

“It’s just amazing to see 
some of these kids, who 
otherwise appear to be 
absolutely normal, to be 
able to do the things some 
of these kids can do,” he 
said.

To that end McDonald 
said another prevalent 
problem facing chess 
competitors is the lack of 
both funding and support 
from the government.

In contrast to other 
countries such as Rus-
sia, McDonald said Can-
ada has offered serious 
competitors very little 
in terms of an avenue to 

develop their game and 
take part in internation-
al events.  

“In many countries, 
[chess] is considered a 
sport and they get fund-
ing from the government 
to go to international 
championships. We are 
way, way behind many 
countries and many coun-
tries that are poorer than 
us invest [in the game],” 
McDonald told the Ob-
server. “I guess a North 
American idea of sport 
is always something ath-
letic but to me it’ s more 
about competition and 
I guess I could describe 
chess as an athletic 
(event) for the brain.”

However, despite the 
slack the sport receives, 
McDonald said for those 
who truly appreciate 
it, chess is never really 
that far back in people’s 
minds. 

KCI RUNS OVER EDSS  In back-to-back matches, the Elmira District Secondary School boys 
rugby squads fell to visiting Kitchener Collegiate Institute Apr. 27. At left: Senior team member 
Mike Martin (right) tries to put a stop on KCI’s Andrew Ingnuta during their 33-0 loss. Above: The 
Juniors fell 22-0, despite Grant Weber’s (right) efforts to keep them from the goal line.

PHOTOS: KAREN LONGWELL
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10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a repeat that 
wasn’t meant to be. The 
Canadian Sledge Hock-

ey team found themselves 
unable to re-capture the 
world championship title 
– which they claimed in 
2000 – during the 2004 IPC 
Ice Sledge Hockey World 
Championships.

Team Canada – includ-
ing Elmira’s Jeff Snyder as 
coach and Winterbourne’s 
Mark Noot on defence – 
ended the week-long tour-
nament in fourth place 
Apr. 24, after losing 3-0 
to Sweden in the bronze 
medal round. 

“I really think we com-

Team Canada slides to fourth
Sledge hockey squad without medals at World Title

peted hard, and represent-
ed Canada well. We did a 
lot of the things that we 
had been practicing,” Sny-
der told the Observer. “It 
was just a big blow to us 
losing to Norway [in the 
semifinal round]. They 
were the best team there.”

The team kicked off the 
tournament with a pair 
of decisive wins, downing 
Japan 6-1 Apr. 17 and Great 
Britain 7-0 the following 
day. But that’s where the 
winning ended. In hard-
fought matches Apr. 19 
and 22, Team Canada fell 
2-1 to the USA and 1-0 to 
Norway respectively.

“It’s always nice to get off 
to a good start,” Noot said, 
referring to the first two 

games. Those wins, he 
added, helped to boost his 
confidence. This was his 
first time playing with the 
team on an international 
stage, an experience that 
came with “the usual but-
terflies.”

For both local men, the 
semi-final game against 
Norway was the tourna-
ment highlight. The teams 
battled back and forth 
throughout the match, 
leading to a scoreless 
game heading into over-
time. Late in the overtime 
frame, Norway found the 
net and ended Team Can-
ada’s gold medal hopes.

“That was the best game 
we played. A lot of people 
at the tournament and the 

organizers said that was 
the best sledge hockey 
game they ever saw. It was 
really fast-paced, really 
even, chance-wise. Both 
teams were getting good 
chances, but both goalies 
were playing well,” ex-
plained Snyder.

“A lot of people thought 
that should have been the 
gold medal game.”

“It was intense. I loved 
it. That was probably one 
of the roughest games I’ve 
ever played,” Noot said 
of facing Norway. “They 
definitely have a physical 
presence. They’re a very 
large team, big guys and 
they move the puck well.”

Norway went on to claim 
the gold Apr. 24, after 

defeating the American 
team 2-1 in the finals.

In the bronze medal 
game, Sweden – the tour-
nament hosts – skated 
over the Canadian contin-
gent 3-0, leaving Canada 
without any hardware.

“Our goal going over 
there was to win gold 
and we were pretty disap-
pointed after you play that 
well, play that hard and 
come up a goal short. We 
didn’t play particularly 
well against Sweden in the 
bronze medal game, which 
is unfortunate because we 

would have liked to come 
home with a medal,” not-
ed Snyder, referring to the 
semifinal game.

“We really couldn’t get 
anything going against 
Sweden.”

While the loss was disap-
pointing, it has provided 
a lesson learned, added 
Noot.

“It’s something to build 
on for sure. I’m looking 
forward to 2006 for the 
Torino, Italy Olympics. 
I think we can all take 
something away from this 
and build on it.”

Cambridge canoers take to the Grand

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s an adventure 
they’ve never attempt-
ed before. Members of 

the Cambridge-based An-
cient Mariners canoe club 
are planning to paddle the 
length of the Grand Riv-
er, taking them through 
Woolwich Township, in a 
single day.

On May 11, club mem-
bers will shove off from 
14 starting points – in-
cluding locations in Con-
estogo and Breslau – and 
collaboratively cover the 
river’s 237 kilometres. 
Each group is expected to 
travel between 17 and 21 
kilometres.

“There’s a lot of excite-
ment in the club; every-

Canoe club plan to collaboratively travel length of the river in one day

body is looking forward 
to it. Now we’re just pray-
ing for a good day, for it to 
warm up and stay dry,” 
said John Ferguson, the 
club’s vice-president.

“A few of our members 
have in fact canoed the 
whole river, from top to 
bottom.”

It was the experiences of 
those members – who took 
several days spread out 
over a number of years 
to travel the entire river 
– that prompted the club’s 
attempt to cover it all in 
one day.

“That challenge has al-
ways been out there,” he 
said of members wanting 
to tackle the river’s length 
on their own. Such an en-
deavor would normally 
take about a week to ac-

complish, he added.
The Ancient Mariners is 

a long-established canoe-
ing club for people aged 
55 and older and calls the 
Grand River its home wa-
tercourse. 

As well as being a day 
for new adventures, May 
11 marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the river’s designa-
tion as a Canadian Heri-
tage River. 

Canoers will travel each 
section of river in teams 
of four – two per boat. 
Depending on the speed 
of water flow and the ob-
stacles encountered, each 
section is expected to 
take between four and six 
hours to travel at a casual 
speed, including a stop for 
lunch.

Along the way, paddlers 

will document their ad-
venture with pictures de-
picting the club’s collab-
orative journey.

“Partly for fun, partly 
as a record of our day. It’s 
just another added bonus 
to the day,” he said of mak-
ing this a photo opportu-
nity. Copies of the pictures 
will be forwarded to the 
Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority for their 
archives. “We’re trying to 
capture the day.”

The day will wrap up 
with a celebratory barbe-
cue, though the location 
of the festivities has yet to 
be decided. Pictures taken 
along the route will be de-
veloped as teams arrive at 
the barbecue and will be 
available for viewing be-
fore the event ends.

SEASON SPONSOR 

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR SHOW SPONSOR

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

1/8pg CITS WO DRickles  4/29/04  8:58 AM  Page 1
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Curtain Hardware • Wooden Poles
Custom Draperies • Sheers • Blinds
Plus, accent your windows with our

Victorian Accessories & Ruffles by the Yard
plus

15% OFF
Selected Giftware

Check out our table of GREAT savings!

ELMIRA SPRING    SIDEWALK SALEELMIRA SPRING    SIDEWALK SALEELMIRA SPRING    SIDEWALK SALE

sHOP 
ELMIRA!
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83a Arthur St., S.
Elmira, ON N3B 2M8
(across from KFC)

Phone: (519) 669-0290
scraphappy@golden.net

www.scraphappystore.ca

10%
OFF 

ONE DAY ONLY
During the Elmira Sidewalk Sale
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HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6
Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:30

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
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LOAD UP ON 
BARGAINS 
GALORE!
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computer wholesaler
����������������������

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $299!
WE ALSO DO COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES
100’s of computer systems in stock - COME CHECK US OUT!

HP COMPAQ
P4 2.66
• 256 mb ram
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW Drive
• Floppy Dive
• USB Ports
WINDOWS XP PRO

$699

• 17” Flat Monitor - ONLY $99
• 19” Flat Monitor - ONLY $149
• 21” Flat Monitor - ONLY $229

ADD AN
AFFORDABLE

MONITOR

DELL P3 1000
• 256 mb RAM
• 20 gb Hard Drive
• CD-ROM
• Windows 2000 Pro

$399
COMPAQ CELERON 
2.5 GHz
• 256 mb ram
• 40 gb hard drive
• 48x CDRW Drive
• 56K Modem
• MSI Motherboard

$449

INTERNET
READY

SYSTEMS

Police male chorus heads to St. Paul’s Church Baroque concert to benefit CIGI Everything Falls ... into place

This Truth a telling story
Elmira’s Gord Davis at the helm of latest theatrical production from CCAWR

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

S
et early in the 19th 
century, the latest 
theatrical production 
under the direction of 
Elmira’s Gord Davis 

has a storyline that resonates 
to this very day.

A Woman Called Truth chron-
icles the life and times of abo-
litionist and women’s rights 
advocate Sojourner Truth, cele-
brating her determined spirit to 
overcome the hardships of being 
a slave to become an active par-
ticipant in the civil rights move-
ment prior to the U.S. Civil War.

“It’s a very human story. There 
are some lovely poignant mo-
ments – real emotions that [ev-
erybody] can relate to,” said 
Davis.

This dramatic production, 
which runs today (May 1) only 
at Waterloo Collegiate Institute, 
marks the third year of partner-
ship between Davis and the Ca-
nadian Caribbean Association 
of Waterloo Region (CCAWR).

The play, penned by Sandra 
Fenichel Asher, is based on 
the real-life story of Sojourner 
Truth. Born a slave in upstate 
New York in approximately 
1797, she labored for a succes-
sion of five masters until the 
Fourth of July, 1827, when slav-
ery was finally abolished in 
New York State. Then Isabella 
Baumfree, as she had been 
named at birth, became legally 
free – from there, she embarked 
on a crusade to fight slavery 
and to promote women’s rights, 
even successfully suing a slave 
owner to win the freedom of her 
son. 

After 15 years in New York, Isa-
bella felt a call to become a trav-
elling preacher. She took her 
new name – Sojourner Truth 
– and with little more than the 
clothes on her back, began walk-
ing through Long Island and 
Connecticut, speaking to people 
in the countryside about her life 
and her relationship with God. 
She was a powerful speaker and 
singer. When she rose to speak, 
wrote one observer, her com-

manding figure and dignified 
manner hushed every trifler to 
silence. 

Considered a captivating 
speaker, her speeches still have 
meaning in today’s discussions 
about racism and sexism.

A Woman Called Truth com-

bines the actual words of So-
journer Truth (played by Athe-
na Guy), one of the nation’s ear-
liest abolitionists and women’s 
rights activists, with authentic 
slave songs and spirituals of the 
time. The moving and inspir-
ing vocals for this production 

come courtesy of Aileen Ben-
nett-Heath.

The production itself is de-
signed to highlight Truth’s 
words, and the spiritual songs, 
Davis noted, with the bulk of the 
17-member cast working in sup-
port of those performances.

“I’ve done it in a very stylized 
kind of way – it’s very exciting,” 
he said of the staging. “I wanted 
it to be very visually beautiful, 
very theatrical.”

This, he admits, is very much 
a Davis-style production, a term 
applied to his identifiable ap-
proach that goes back to his pro-
ductions as head of the drama 
department at Elmira District 
Secondary School. His signature 
approach was a fixture at the 
Sears Drama Festivals, where 
EDSS students often competed.

“It’s very much in the style of 
the festival plays I used to do at 
the high school,” he said.

The CCAWR production of A 
Woman Called Truth runs for 
one show only May 1 (7 p.m.) at 
Waterloo Collegiate Institute. 
Tickets are $20.

The Baroque Festival Musicians are set to take the stage May 4 for the 
“Waterloo On the World Stage” concert at the Centre for International Gov-
ernance Innovation in Waterloo. The concert, which begins at 7 p.m., will 
support the CIGI, and Project Ploughshares. Call 885-2444, ext. 227.

The Waterloo Regional Police Male Chorus will join the St. Paul’s Luther-
an Youth Tone Chime Choir for a dinner and concert May 8 at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Elmira. Tickets – which cost $10 if bought today (May 
1) and $12 afterward - are available through the church office.

Elmira band Everything Falls Apart (EFA), selected as one of 10 finalists 
in a CBC battle-of-the-bands contest, has emerged as the winner. The 
victory guarantees the band a live performance on the CBC in the fall. For 
more info, see www.everythingfallsapart.ca.

KAREN LONGWELL

GIVING DIRECTION Elmira’s Gord Davis takes the helm for the third year as the 
CCAWR presents its production of A Woman Called Truth today (May 1) in Waterloo.
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THE ELMIRA SPRING SIDEWALK SALE IS COMING,
SEE WHO’S GOT GREAT DEALS THIS YEAR!

SEE
SIDEWALK 

SALE
PGS 20-22

Sunday Worship
                  10:00 am

Sunday School
during Worship Service

Rooted in scripture,
Growing in Christ

Calvary United 
St. Jacobs

Welcome!

48 Hawkesville Road

Tel. 664-2311

Wheelchair accesible
Nursery care provided

WORSHIP      
SERVICE      

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

P I T H F E W A U T O A H A
A S E A C A R D I N A L S O C
C O N N E C T I N G R O D C U R
I M A G E T A L E S P A D E
F E N C A S E E E L A R I A
I T C H S H O R T L I S T I N G
E R I E S O F A S A U S S I E
D Y E R S O F F O N E

S O P H I S T I C A T E D
I O N A T E Y A R E R

A S S E R T A G I L E S A M E
C O U N T E R T E N O R E M U S
U M B O L E T E T A L A L T
T A B L A L A I R O C T A L
E L I B L A C K A N D W H I T E
S I N L A T H E R E D U S E S
T A G E P E E Y E T M E S S

FRESH CONTENT, UNDATED WEEKLY 
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees.  
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
1229 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Full Time Counter
11:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m.

Midnights
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Drivers Wanted - full time 
AZ for pickups in South-
ern Ontario and U.S.  - 
may include heavy lifting, 
map reading, ability to solve 
problems, trouble shoot-
ing - include clean driver 
abstract. DZ - 36 hrs per 
week - picking up drums of 
restaurant grease in greater 
Toronto area. Involves some 
heavy lifting, map reading. 
Fax resume with abstract 
to 519-669-2673.

Manufacturing Firm in 
Elmira has an opening for 
an individual to work on their 
production line. Experience 
preferred but not essential 
as training will be provided. 
If interested please mail 
or deliver resume to Brad 
Brenner at Motivair Canada 
Ltd. 27 First St. E., Elmira, 
N3B 2E6. No calls please.

HELP WANTED

Attent ion: Work from 
home on line. $500 - $1500 
per month PT, $3000+FT. 
1-800-417-8684 or www.
noworkjustpay.com

Pilgrim’s Provident Retire-
ment Home, 3 Erb St., Elmi-
ra. Needs staff afternoon 5-
10pm., Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday. Night staff 
10pm - 7am Monday - Friday. 
Saturday and Sunday 7pm - 
7am. Apply in person.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Looking For A loving per-
son to care for our 1 year 
old child in September 2004 
in St. Clements. 5 days a 
week. Knowledge of French 
language would be an asset 
but not mandatory. Refer-
ences required. Please call 
699-9364.

FOR SALE

Boys 16 Inch bike - $40; 
girls 20 inch bike - $50, both 
2 years old. Call 669-4625.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Colorado Blue Spruce and 
Austrian Pine. 3-10ft. $5 per 
foot, dig your own. Phone 
after 6pm. 846-0518.

Computer desk, new with 
keyboard drawer and print-
er shelf. Light oak colour. 
$125.00 or offer. 669-1245.

Desk, Drawers for sale - 
small students desk, and set 
of drawers (refinished). both 
in good condition. $150.00 
ea. or $250.00 for both. 
669-0202.

John Deere Sabre lawn 
mower. 2 years old, w/
snow blower attachment. 
25HP, 54 in. cut, only 98 
hours. Owner moved. 699-
4204.

M a r t i n ’s  S t r a w b e r r y 
Plants. Spring is here and 
so are our plants! Same 
place - 1 km west of Wag-
ners Corners, 1424 Lobsing-
er Line. To order ahead call 
664-3530.

Meyers Sha l low wel l 
pump with tank.  698 -
2107.

Motorhome, Mint Con-
dition. 1988 Ford Royal 
Classic, 24 foot, 351 en-
gine. Sleeps 6, 128,000 
kms. Certif ied, e-tested 
and serviced. Ready to 
go. $19,900, negotiable. 
(519)669-1270.

Piano For Sale - Small up-
right piano in good condi-
tion with bench. $750.00. 
669-0202.

Sausage Stuffer. 2 gal. 
698-2107.

The Map Directories of Lo-
cal Business’s are now avail-
able. For more information 
phone Alson S. Clemmer 
519-698-2312.

Wood Splitter - gas pow-
ered, works well. $1200. Call 
Joe senior 885-2306.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Dehumidifier - $50, bathtub 
chair $30. Call 669-5946.

Friendly Husky. 8 year old 
beautiful white male, neu-
tered, good with kids. Free to 
a good home. 699-5535.

Shower Doors - gold frame, 
smoke colour doors - fits 
standard tub. 698-2107.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farm-
houses and other interesting 
old buildings for wrecking 
and salvage. Ross Lum-
ley (519)383-2024 Sarnia; 
wrecking people’s homes (36 
last year) all over southwest-
ern Ontario since 1969.

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Red Civic Honda. 2 
dr., hatch, no rust. Certified. 
Daily driven. Auto. Phone 
669-5208. $1800.

1995 Pontiac Grand Prix. 
New transmission, tinted 
windows, red w /b lack. 
$3,600 as is, safety in-
spected. Call 669-4759 
after 6 pm.

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, 
auto, air and more, one 
owner. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

2001 Caravan SE, popular 
model, one owner, low kms, 
mint condition. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, low 
km, one owner, V6, air, CD 
stereo, tonneau cover and 
lots more. Voisin Chyrsler 
669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser LTD, sun 
roof, gold package and 
more. Low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Durango SLT Plus, 
only 12,000 kms, leather, 
loaded. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, dis-
charged bankrupt or no 
credit? We help good people 
get financed with the best 
possible rates! Fill out our 
convenient on-line applica-
tion today, or call Harriston 
Motors 1-800-567-0998 or 
www.harristomotors.ca

REAL ESTATE

Elmira - 2 Bedroom town-
house. References required. 
Parking for vehicle. No 
smoking or pets. $785 Plus 
utilities. Call 669-8132.

Office Space Available 10 
x 12 - $229 per month; lots of 
natural light, air conditioned, 
great parking for you AND 
your clients - Elmira Plaza 
669-0223.

Open House Sat. May 1, 
2-4 pm, Sun. May 2, 2-4pm. 
Elmira - $210,000 beautiful 
side split. Open concept, new 
cherry kitchen, granite tops, 
hardwood, windows, doors. 
Central air, gas furnace. 3 
bedroom, one bath, large 
rec room w/fireplace. Large 
trees. 669-3832. www.byth-
eowner.com/15268
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ACROSS 
1. Rods used as a symbol
7. Extremely cold, think 
polar
12. Encircle or bind
16. Spirit of  group to 
succeed
17. Make amends for
18. Historic periods
19. Catch as if  in a trap
20. Kids’ noses are of-
ten this
21. Prescribed guide for 
conduct
22. Account of  events of  
a person’s life (2wrds)
24. Make by braiding
25. Romanian mone-
tary unit
26. The ___, and have-
nots
27. Deuce-aces, ter-
cets, 3s
28. A thick slice of  any-
thing
30. Shallow rectangular 
briefcase (2wrds)
34. Carry with difficulty
36. Elephant tusks made 
of  this
37. Necessary for phone 
numbers to work
41. Type of  mineral that 
is able to form into thin 
leaves
42. ‘____ Major’ ;The 
Great Bear; The Big 
Dipper
46. Coup d’etat under 
Lenin November 1917
49. Two people get to-
gether

50. A successful attempt 
at scoring
51. Another word of  
okay or very well
52. A contour feather
53. Ancient Roman god 
of  sun
54. Can be interpreted 
two contradictory ways 
(2wrds)
60. Pieces snap together 
forming shapes, popular 
toy brand
63. Heightend sexual 
arousal in non-humans
64. Powerful macker-
el shark
66. French word for 
friend
68. Meeting places in 
ancient Greece
69. Not diminished in 
intensity
73. Large mountain sys-
tem in south-central Eu-
rope
74. Weight-loss diva Jen-
ny ____
75. Befitting of  a wife
76. Mayor of  Woolwich 
before Strauss
77. Someone who bites
78. Jewish republic, for-
merly part of  Palestine
79. In use at cafeteria 
line-ups
80. Also called a Scotch 
pancake
81. Strong dark heavy-
bodied porters
DOWN 
1. Your sniffer’s main 

occupation
2. More than one Tony
3. Disingenuous
4. What you pay a taxi 
driver
5. Lamp for providing 
light for a photograph
6. A partition between 
two tissues
7. An attic or loft
8. Small purse for little 
articles
9. Being the only one
10. A hotel providing 
overnight lodging
11. A title used by rulers 
of  Runis & Tripoli 16C
12. Aromatic bulb used 
as seasoning
13. A type of  lizard
14. Someone you have 
confidence in
15. Blood-sucking Afri-
can fly
23. Female reproduc-
tive cell
24. Profit from in an ex-
ploitatory manner
27. Someone held in 
bondage
29. To give out
31. Time between events 
(2wrds)
32. Largest university in 
Israel Tel ___
33. Main ingredient in 
chocolate
35. UK kids slang for 
horse 19C
37. Abbrev. for Domin-
can
38. Makes drinks cold

39. Consumed solid food
40. An unchanging in-
tonation
42. Being of  use
43. Formation of  masts, 
spars, sails etc.
44. The 5th note on a 
musical scale
45. Bug that lives in or-
ganized colonies
47. Basic unit of  money 
in South Afica
48. Doctor that would 
perform a vasectomy
52. The opposite of  ‘mi-
nus’
54. Removing salt
55. Professional name 
for ‘stableboy’
56. A perfect society
57. Tastelessly showy
58. You left one country 
to settle in another
59. Digital audiotape 
(Abbrev)
61. It’s french for cake
62. Whip eggs, add 
cheese and cook
65. Fuzzy, green flesh 
fruit from New Zealand
67. A poem describing 
pastoral scenes
69. Derived from urine
70. Organization cre-
ated by North Atlantic 
Treaty
71. Dignified manner or 
conduct
72. Rounded thickly 
curled hairdo
74. Columbia Broadcast-
ing System (Abbrev)

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

REAL ESTATE

Elmira - Private Sale. 7 
year old backsplit. 3++ bed-
rooms, fenced yard, garage, 
2 baths, air. 669-3890.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Shared Accommodations 
in Elmira. Available imme-
diately, for a quiet, mature, 
single Christian girl. Non-
smoker, no pets. Private 
bath, rec room and bedroom. 
Call 669-3996, after 5pm.

Small Farm House for 
rent between Drayton and 
Moorefield. Call 638-2125 
for more information.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

Golfers Wanted - Men’s 
afternoon league, Rockway/
Doon. Tues., Wed., Thurs., 
May 5 to Sept 22. Tee time 
1pm. 24 and under handi-
cap. Call 885-5030.

COMING EVENTS

Wholesome Treasures Sale 
- Gently used hardcover com-
plete sets of Uncle Arthur’s 
Bedtime/Bible Story books, My 
Bible Friends and much more 
will be sold. Saturday, May 8, 
starting at 8am in Elmira at 13 
Centre St. Unit 4. Call 669-
1456 for further details.

GARAGE SALES

3 Family Garage Sale - Sat. 
May 1., 7am - noon. 15 Burl-
wood Dr., Elmira.

Community Garage Sale 
- Village of West Montrose. 
Sat. May 8, 7am - ?

Garage Sale - 2 Phoebe 
Cr., Elmira. Saturday May 
1, 2004. 7am - 2pm.

GARAGE SALES

Congregational Garage 
Sale at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church parking lot. Mill and 
Centre St. Elmira. Items too 
varied to list. May 1, 8am. 
Come browse and buy in 
support of our youth group.

Fundraising Garage & Bake 
Sale. Line 86 #7218, Wallen-
stein. Fri. April 30, 8am - 8pm, 
Sat. May 1, 7am - 5pm. Large 
variety of nice clean items in-
cluding dresser, large desk, 
rocking chair, girls bike, 2 
golf sets, childrens’ clothes, 
books & toys & more. New 
this year is a large display 
from Living Books. Enjoy our 
barbecue while you’re here. 
The proceeds go to The 
Lighthouse Children’s Home 
in Ghana, West Africa.

Garage & Bake Sale Fund-
raiser. May 14, 7-9 pm, May 
15, 8am - 3pm. 5 Snyder 
Ave., Elmira. Sponsored by 
Woolwich Senior Centre. All 
proceeds towards new Rec-
reation Facility. Bring baking 
May 14th until 5pm. Good 
Used Items accepted 1-5pm 
any day before May 13th. 
If unable to drop off items, 
please call: George 669-
2986 or Betty 669-3908.

Garage Sale - 11 Snyder 
Ave., Elmira (across from 
Chateau Gardens). Sat. May 
1, 8am. Quality items.

Garage Sale - 35 Crane 
Dr., Elmira. Sat. May 1st, 
7am. Numerous miscella-
neous items.

Garage Sale - 39 Peregrine 
Crescent, Elmira. Saturday, 
May 8, 8am - 2pm. Toys, 
books, household items, 
furniture etc.

Garage Sale - 67 Crane 
Dr., Elmira. Friday May 7, 
6-8 pm and Saturday May 
8, 7am - 12pm.

Garage Sale - May 8, 40 
Anne St., Elmira. 7am - 4pm.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 8, 
6 Bristow Creek Dr., Elmira. 
8am - 2pm.

Garage Sale - Sat. May 8, 
8am - 2pm. 43 Brookmead 
St., Elmira.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Saturday, 
May 1, 8:00 - noon. 5 Phoe-
be Crs. Elmira. Propane 
heater, old typewriters, milk 
cans, loveseat, dog crates 
and much more.

Garage Sale with antique 
furniture. Sat. May 8. 7am - 12 
noon. 24 Duke St., Elmira.

Multi Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 1, 8am - 12:30pm. 9 
Sandpiper Crt., Elmira. Kids 
items, household items etc.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 1, 26 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. John Deere 
collection, cape dresses, 
clothing, new hockey mask, 
tools, misc. household items. 
Rain date Sat. May 8.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 8, 8am. 134 Young 
St., St. Jacobs. Baby/kids 
stuff, bathroom vanity/sink, 
furniture and more.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Saturday, May 15, 8am. Golf 
Course Road, Conestogo.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Spring St. area, St. Jacobs. 
Sat. May 1, 8am - 1pm.

Neighbourhood Garage 
Sale - Canary Court, Elmi-
ra. Saturday, May 8, 7:30 
‘til 12:00.

Saturday, May 1. Wellesley 
Community Yard Sale.

Tent Sale - April 30, 3pm 
- 9pm. May 1, 9am-5pm. 
New & Used lawn and gar-
den equipment, parts and ac-
cessories. Used office equip-
ment, clothing and house-
hold items. Olivet Sales and 
Service, 6917 Wellington Rd. 
12. 638-2555.

Yard Sale - Sat. May 1, 7:30 
am. 14 Eldale Rd., Elmira. 
Picnic table, electric dryer, 
kitchen table & chairs, big 
folding table, stereo, window 
air conditioner, 450 Honda 
Motorcycle, toys & more.

Yard Sale - Sat. May 8, 
7:30am. 1274 King St., St. 
Jacobs. Many workshop 
items for handy persons, 
H.D. electric shop heater, 
electric leaf blower/vac, 
household items, misc. Can-
celled if raining.

GARAGE SALES

Yard Sale sponsored by 
Elmira Churches, Sat. May 
8. Proceeds to Youth for 
Christ, Elmira, to be held at 
the Axxess, Corner of Arthur 
and First. Sale starts at 8am, 
coffee, Krispy Kreme Do-
nuts, children’s face painting 
and much more.

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING! BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAYS! Chevy Truck 
Presents 15th Annual Have-
lock Country Jamboree Au-
gust 19-22/04 featuring: Joe 
Diffie, Mark Chesnutt, Aaron 
Lines, Patty Loveless, Glen 
Campbell, Roy Clark, Caro-
lyn Dawn Johnson, Deric 
Ruttan, Doc Walker, Prairie 
Oyster, John Conlee, Adam 
Gregory & more. Order 
Tickets 1-800-539-3353 
or www.havelockjambo-
ree.com

BUSINESS

Add revenue and profit to 
your therapy business with 
the Ion SPA (r) cleanser. 
Happy customers, low main-
tenance & operating costs, 
easy to operate. 905-319-
9793  www.bodycleanse.ca

CO-OP Magic. Work From 
Home. Unlimited Income 
Potential using our turn 
key system. NO SELLING. 
Learn To Earn. Never Fail 
Again. 1-866-816-0229 or 
www.co-opmagic.com

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

LOSE 7-15 LBS IN 9 DAYS! 
NEW Cleansing & Nutrition 
Technology. Never seen 
before. Record $25 Million 
1st year sales. Endorsed 
by renowned Doctors & 
Authors. Now in Canada! 
Profitable home business. 
Join a Winning Team! Call: 
1-888-735-9858

BIZ SERVICES

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Do You Need Phone Service? 
Reconnection $28.31 Month-
ly Service $49.95! Paying Too 
Much Now? Free Transfer 
From Other Companies! Call 
Ontario Teleconnect. 1-800-
456-0643. www.ontariotele-
connect.com

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held August 7-13, 
2004. For information con-
tact: SouthwesternSchool 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DECORA-
TOR with our great home-
study course. Call today for 
your FREE brochure. 1-800-
267-1829. www.sheffield-
school.ca Sheffield School of 
Interior Design, Ottawa, ON

EMPLOYMENT

ONTARIO TRUCK DRIVING 
SCHOOL - Employment possi-
ble within 6 weeks!  Registered 
& Approved Private Career Col-
lege.  A,B,C,D,E,F & Z.  Truck, 
Bus, Forklift & Heavy Equip-
ment. London, Windsor, Sarnia 
& Chatham. For application or 
interview, CALL 1-800-263-
4777  www.otds.com. 
WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777.Serv-
ing all Ontario. 
F R E E  C O U N S E L L I N G 
COURSE. Skills for person-
al growth or career in coun-
selling. We are looking for 
people with sincere desire to 
help others. 1-800-665-7044 
or www.healingskills.com
CHEAPER THAN a bald 
man’s haircut - Telephone 
Reconnect!  Phone Factory 
Reconnect is Canada’s best 
company. Only $49.95/month! 
Free long distance calling card 
w/hookup. Call 1-877-336-
2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT

MYSTERY SHOPPER - Per-
form customer service evalu-
ations. Occasional work flex-
ible hours. $15. per hour. 
Apply online www.frontline-
shoppers.com

FOR SALE

AMAZING! ONLY 79 CENTS 
A DAY! Get a Brand Name 
Computer Delivered to your 
Door with No Money Down! 
Free Digital Camera! Call 
NOW! Toll-Free 1-866-259-
1171 www.BrandsNOW.com
SAWMILLS $3,495.00 - 
LumberMate-2000 & Lum-
berLite-24. Norwood In-
dustries also manufactures 
utility ATV Attachments, Log 
Skidders, Portable Board 
Edgers and forestry equip-
ment. www.norwoodindus-
tries.com - FREE Informa-
tion: 1-800-566-6899 Ext. 
400 OT
C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S , 
YOU’RE APPROVED, Get a 
Genuine MDG Horizon Com-
puter System for only $899 or 
just 81 cents per day. With a 
Free Lexmark 3 in 1 Printer, 
Free Digital Camera, Free 
CD Burner, Free Microsoft 
Word and Free 17” Samsung 
Monitor. No Money down, 
Don’t Delay, Call Today! 1-
800-236-2504.
SPECIAL OFFER - Buy 3 get 
one FREE. Coral Calcium 
“Extra”. Dare to compare. 
We have 560 mg of calcium 
from coral calcium; www.cu-
recanada.com; 1-866-319-
0708, Calgary. 

HEALTH

AUTHENTIC CORAL CAL-
CIUM “Supreme” - For-
mulated by Bob Barefoot. 
$14 a bot t le, when you 
buy twelve. Best quality. 
Best price. Manufactured 
in Canada. Toll - free: 1-
866-285-6674
DRUG / ALCOHOL Help a 
loved one who’s losing ev-
erything to drugs or alcohol. 
75% success rate, 100% 
natural, something different. 
www.narconon.ca 1-877-
782-7409.

HELP WANTED

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full or 
Part Time. No Experience 
Required. Start today. Visit 
our website now. www.My-
HomePCJob.com. Code: A1

A-Z DRIVERS

AZ DRIVERS  - SINGLE 
HIGHWAY U.S. RUNS. 
Paid Hub miles, paid Bor-
der crossings, sleeper berth 
pay, full benefit package, new 
equipment, regular home 
time. To find out how you can 
increase your earnings & be 
home more CALL 1-800-
668-9691 Ext. 214. McAr-
thur Express Inc. Located in 
Cambridge.

SKILLED HELP

EXPERIENCED ROOFERS 
needed for successful roof-
ing company in Central Al-
berta. Slope roof asphalt 
shingle experience a must. 
Competitive wages. Fax re-
sume, 403-341-6722, email 
goodmen@telus.net

HOME

WI N D OW S H O PPI N G? 
FREE ESTIMATES. FM WIN-
DOWS & DOORS. Manu-
facturing & installing since 
1978. FREE on-line Prod-
uct Company Tour. CLICK 
NOW www.fmwindows.com 
CALL NOW toll Free 1-888-
738-0738.

$ PHONE SERVICES

C A N A DA’ S  TO P  P SY-
CHICS...Are You Ready to 
Believe in Psychics Again? 
Call Now, You Won’t Be Dis-
appointed! 1-900-451-7070. 
$2.95/min. 18+

PERSONALS

Gambling too much? I f 
you or someone you know 
has a problem with gam-
bling, call the ONTARIO 
PROBLEM GAMBLING 
HELPLINE (OPGH) toll-
free, 1-888-230-3505. www.
opgh.on.ca

PERSONALS

Are drugs and alcohol af-
fecting your life? Information 
about treatment services is 
available. Call the DRUG 
AND ALCOHOL TREAT-
MENT INFORMATION LINE 
(DART) toll-free, 1-800-565-
8603. www.dart.on.ca
D I V O R C E  S U R V I VA L 
STRATEGIES - - - Before 
spending large sums on le-
gal fees, call THE FAMILY 
LAW CENTRE.   Our law-
yers will outline your options 
& offer proven strategies to 
help safeguard your assets 
& defend your child custody 
& access rights.  Don’t be a 
victim! “Separate Smart”.  Un-
contested Divorce $398 + Dis-
bursements (Ontario Only).  
Toll-Free 1-866-459-4529.
CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal 
it with a PARDON! Need 
to enter the U.S.? Get a 5 
year WAIVER! Call for a free 
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-
PARDON or 905-459-9669. 

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDING SALE! 
“ROCK Bot tom Pr ices ! ” 
Priced to sell. Beat next 
price increase. Go direct/
save. 25x30. 30x40. 35x50. 
50x120. Others. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422. Since 1980. 
FUTURE STEEL BUILD-
INGS Durable, Dependable, 
Pre-engineered, All-Steel 
Structures. Custom-made 
to suit your needs and re-
quirements. Factory-Direct 
af fordable prices. Call 1-
800-668-8653 ext. 536 for 
free brochure.

VACATION

GOLF BARRIE PACKAGES! 
2-Nights, 2-Rounds (choose 
from 8 courses), 2-Continen-
tal Breakfasts, 2-$5 Restau-
rant Vouchers, Free Golf 
tees. $135 ppd. Georgian 
Summer Suites. Details www.
summersuites.ca, 1-705-
721-5190
TIMESHARE RESALES - 
Rii(r) Stroman - Since 1979. 
Buy-Sell-Rent-Exchange. 
World Wide Selection. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-201-0864. 
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HAVE 
YOU GOT 

NEWSPRINT-
PHOBIA? 

OBSERVER
ONLINE

Fresh content,
updated weekly.

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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FARM SERVICES

INVESTMENT SERVICES

REFINISHING

Cooper’sCooper’s
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DECKS & FENCINGOFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

LAWN CARE

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

GET A LOAD OF THIS
����������������������������

����������������������

��������
Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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LANDSCAPING DEPOT

CONSTRUCTION
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ELECTRICIAN

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMINGONLINE
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Elmira’s Vac Centre

HOME & GARDEN

If getting your yard 
in shape for sum-
mer scares you with 
thoughts of hard work 

or high dollar amounts, 
there are some options to 
consider before you let the 
grass go to seed or pour 
concrete on the flower gar-
den.

One option is to hire a 
professional firm or indi-
vidual to plan and plant 
your yard. This is usually 
the most expensive meth-
od, but the best if your 
time is scarce. 

Another option is hiring 
a professional to design 
the plan, while you and 
your family execute it.

Or by making use of 
available information 
such as bulletins and 
books, you can make both 
planning and landscaping 
your yard a do-it-yourself 

The benefits
of landscaping

project.
If you decide to use a pro-

fessional landscape archi-
tect, find out if the work 
is guaranteed, make sure 
all agreements are in wri-
itng and check the person 
or company out with your 
Better Business Bureau.

Taking the do-it-yourself 
route will allow you to 
change your mind at the 
planning stage as often as 
you like and will save a lot 
of money.

If you are ambitious and 
have the money, it is pos-
sible to design and plant 
your whole yard, includ-
ing trees, shrubs and 
grass at once. Although 
some people stretch the 
project over several sea-
sons and begin by plant-
ing their trees since they 
take longer to grow.

Also, keep in mind the 

economic, as well as es-
thetic, benefits to land-
scaping your yard — it in-
creases your home’s value 
and, if carefully planned, 
may help reduce energy 
bills. 

According to experts, 
summer energy needs may 
be cut by 50 per cent or 
more by planting shrubs 
and deciduous trees on the 
sunny side of your house, 
while shrubbery around 
the foundation will pre-
vent drafts from entering.

After your new yard is in 
place and taking root, the 
proper ongoing care will 
keep it looking its best. 
The right amount of wa-
ter, fertilizer and mowing 
will keep grass healthy, 
while pruning trees and 
trimming shrubs will help 
ensure their health and 
growth.

SPRING



 MAY 1, 2004 • HOME & GARDEN • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 33    

�����
���������

���
�������

���������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������

�����

��������������

�����������������
����������

����������� �������������
��������������� ��������������
������������� ��������������
�������������� ��������������
����������� ��������������
����������������������������������
���������� � ��������������
��������������� �������������������
��������������� ������������������
������������ ��������������

������������
�������������
���������

�����

������������������
�����������������

��������������������
�����������������

���������������������������������
������������������������

�����������������������������������

�������������������

�����������������������������

����������������
������������������������������

��������������������

�����
��������������������������

�������������������
��������������������
�������������������

��������������

�����
����������������������

���������������
�����������������
����������

���������

������
�����

For any gardener 
who is still not con-
vinced about the 

need to garden organical-
ly, here are some statis-
tics that may help change 
your mind. The Ameri-
can Cancer Society pub-
lished a report linking 
the use of the herbicide 
glyphosate (commonly 
sold as Round-up) with 
a 27% increased likeli-
hood of contracting Non-
Hodgkins Lymphoma. 
John Hopkins University 
also revealed that home 
gardeners use almost 10 
times more pesticide per 
acre than the average 
farmer and that diseases 
caused by environmen-
tal illness, exposure to 
chemicals etc., is now 
the number one cause of 
death in the U.S.

With the EPA’s recent 
phasing out of common 
pesticides such as Durs-
ban and Diazinon, we are 
now realizing that many 
of the chemicals that we 
thought were “safe” were 
never actually tested to 
see what their affect on 
children, women, and the 
elderly could be. The time 
has come to reassess our 
dependence on pesticides. 
For anyone contemplat-
ing the switch to organic 
gardening, here are a few 
ingredients that should 

The organic gardeners toolkit
be in every gardener’s 
toolkit:

GARLIC
Many cultures around 

the world have used gar-
lic as a natural antibiotic 
and antifungal remedy. 
When garlic is combined 
with mineral oil and 
soap, it becomes a very 
effective pest control 
product. However, when 
it is sprayed, it is not a se-
lective insecticide. It can 
be used to control cab-
bageworm, leafhoppers, 
squash bugs, whitefly, 
but will also affect ben-
eficial insects so be care-
ful where and when you 
apply this product. 

Recipe: Allow 3 ounces 
of finely chopped garlic 
to soak in 2 teaspoons of 
mineral oil for 24 hours. 
Add 1 pint of water and ¼ 
ounce of liquid dish soap. 
Stir well and strain into a 
glass jar for storage. This 
is your concentrate. 

To use: Combine 1-2 ta-
blespoons of concentrate 
in 1 pint of water to make 
the spray. Do be careful 
not to make the solution 
too strong. While gar-
lic is safe for humans, 
when combined with oil 
& soap, the mixture can 
cause leaf injury on sen-
sitive plants. Always test 
the lower leaves of plants 
first to make sure they 

aren’t affected. 
MILK

Fungal diseases can 
be a serious problem for 
gardeners, especially in 
the heat of the summer. 
Powdery mildew and 
black spot seem to be the 
most common diseases 
that cause gardeners to 
reach for the spray bottle. 
Now, instead of reaching 
for a chemical fungicide, 
gardeners can open the 
fridge for an excellent 

fungal control - milk! 
Any type of milk can 

be used from full milk to 
skim to powder. However, 
the low fat milks have 
less of a chance of giving 
off any odour. The recipe 
calls for milk to be mixed 
with water at a ratio of 1 
part milk to 9 parts wa-
ter and applied every 5-7 
days for 3 applications.

BEER
Slugs are attracted to 

chemicals given off by 

the fermentation process. 
The most popular bait 
has been beer. However, 
not all beers are created 
equal. 

Whatever the type of 
beer you use, you can cre-
ate your own slug trap. 
Use cottage cheese, mar-
garine, or similar size 
plastic containers. Put 
between 1/2 and 2 inches 
of beer in each container 
and place the containers 
around your garden, es-
pecially around plants 
prone to slug damage. 
Never sink the contain-
ers with their rims flush 
with the soil level or you 
run the risk of drown-
ing ground beetles, im-
portant slug controllers. 
The rims should be 1” 
above the soil’s surface. 
You will probably need 
to empty the container 
of drowned slugs every 
other night.

The range of slug traps 
is only a few feet so you 
need to supply a few traps 
throughout your garden.
NEWSPAPER/CARDBOARD 
Weeds are some of the 

hardest pests to control 
organically without re-
sorting to physically 
pulling each one out. If 
your weeds are coming 
up in small clusters, it 
is easy to deal with them 
by pouring boiling water 

over them. However, if 
you’ve got a large area, 
the best way to control 
them is to smother them, 
also known as sheet 
mulching.

Both newspaper and 
cardboard degrade natu-
rally and will, over time, 
add carbon into my soil, 
helping provide organic 
material. In addition, 
most newspapers are now 
printed with soy-based 
inks, which will also de-
grade in the garden. 

If you decide to use news-
paper, make sure you 
place it at least 4-6 sheets 
thick over your weeds. 
One layer of cardboard is 
usually sufficient to get 
the same effect. It takes at 
least a month to kill most 
weeds so I find the best 
way to use this method is 
to place the newspaper or 
cardboard over the weeds 
in the fall. Come spring-
time, the weeds are dead, 
the mulch has degraded, 
and I’ve got wonderful 
soil to work with.

For anyone who is con-
cerned about the aes-
thetics of newspaper or 
cardboard, you can also 
cover the mulch with 
grass clippings, compost 
or bark mulch for a nicer 
look. Make sure whatev-
er you use is free of weed 
seeds.
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Busy people have lit-
tle time to garden.

But, perhaps a 
little time here and there 
will suffice, said David 
W. Sams, a gardening 
specialist with the Agri-
cultural Extension Ser-
vice at the University of 
Tennessee.

“Begin by paring the 
plot down to size,” he said.  
“More can be grown in a 
well-cared for small plot 
than an untended larger 
area.”

Next, improve the site, 
he said.  Add humus be-
fore planting and mulch 
afterward.  Till in kitch-
en refuse and spent gar-

Even busy people can find time
den plants.

“By doing this, your soil 
will retain moisture lon-
ger and garden plants will 
grow more vigorously,” 
he said.  “The vigorous 
plants will shade out most 
of the weeds, and mulch 
will make the rest of the 
weeds easy to pull out.”

Grow things that flower 
or produce amply and 
over a long season.  A to-
mato plant, for example, 
can provide fruit for two 
to three months, while a 
corn plant will produce 
only one or two ears.

“Use intensive garden-
ing techniques,” Sams 
said.  Wide rows, double 

rows, plant supports and 
multiple plantings will all 
provide more reward for 
time spent in the garden.

The gardening special-
ist also suggests keep-
ing ahead of tasks.  “Re-
move weeds when they’re 
small,” he said.  “Control 
insects and disease when 
they first appear.”

Harvest vegetables or 
cut flowers at the proper 
stage, he said.  “Quality 
will be better and new 
flowers and fruit will 
not be inhibited by the 
overmature fruit or seed 
pods.”

Mix work with pleasure.  
Shell peas, for example, 

while watching televi-
sion.

Work with the weather 
whenever possible.  Hoe 
or pull weeds on sunny 
mornings so the sun 
will finish off the weeds.  
Transplant on a cloudy 
day or in the evening to 
give the young plants the 
best start.

“Remember,” Sams said, 
“short periods of work 
can provide large re-
wards.  Take 10 minutes 
now and then to spray the 
eggplant, harvest a row 
of beans or transplant a 
few plants.

“You’ll be less pressured 
and not so hot and tired.”
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When it comes to 
revamping bath-
rooms, today’s 

consumers have more 
choices than ever before. 
Modern sinks and tubs 
come in a wide array of 
colours, shapes and price 
ranges — with something 
to suit virtually every 
taste and budget.

However, if you have a 
small bathroom and a 
limited budget, you don’t 
have a lot of options when 
it comes to remodelling. 
Short of knocking down 
walls, there isn’t much 
you can do to increase 
the physical size of a 
small room.

If you fit into this catego-
ry, but want to give your 
bathroom a new, roomier 
look, don’t despair. By us-
ing just a few simple and 
fairly inexpensive tricks, 
you can make your bath-
room appear much more 
spacious.

Before you begin, re-
member the old adage 
that “simpler is better.” 
Excessive decoration and 
bold, overpowering pat-
terns can make a room 
appear much smaller 
than it really is.

Try to avoid loud wall-
paper or too many ornate 
accessories. Remember, 
you want a clean, unclut-
tered look.

Colour is another factor 
to consider. Dark colours 
may make a room seem 
more cosy and inviting, 
but they make it appear 
smaller as well. Try us-

ing lighter colours on 
the walls and ceiling. 
Basic colours like white 
or cream look attractive 
and allow you greater 
versatility when it comes 
to choosing accessories.

If you have dark, deco-
rative walls and floor 
tiles (or flooring) with 
large patterns, you might 
want to consider replac-
ing them with something 
simpler. For example, you 
could replace the wall 

tiles with plain tiles and 
an attractive patterned 
border.

Clear or pastel shower 
curtains with a light, 
airy pattern can help 
open up the room. Use 
of area rugs as opposed 
to wall-to-wall carpeting 
also helps create a more 
spacious look.

Installation of a pedes-
tal sink can create more 
room both visually and 
physically. 

Most of all be creative. 
If you have an older home 
with a wall-hung sink 
you may want to think 
twice about replacing it. 
Though often small in 
size, these sinks can be 
given a new look when fit-
ted with attractive skirt-
ing.

Mirrors are one of the 
easiest and least expen-
sive ways to visually in-
crease space in a small 
bathroom. You may want 
to consider installing a 
large, wall-hung mirror, 
or purchasing a good-
sized over-the-sink cabi-
net with mirrored pan-
els.

Bright lighting can also 
help to open up a room. 
A skylight, for example, 
or a luminous ceiling is 
another option. However, 
these two alternatives 
may be more expensive. 
Talk to the experts at 
your local building cen-
tre to get a better idea of 
the amount of work these 
projects would involve, 
as well as the costs.

Remodelling choices
for your bathroom

LAWN
FERTILIZER

28-4-8
Coverage 5,300 sq. ft.

$1199

HEDGING
CEDARS

3-4 foot

$599
10 OR MORE $5.75

FRUIT TREES

15%
off

Make
Mother’s Day

last all summer
Give Mom A Gift Certificate

GARDEN
BABIES

SMALL SHRUBS

$500

MARTHA
WASHINGTON
GERANIUMS

Reg. 5.99

$1000 PERENNIALS
1 week only

3 1/2” pot
Reg. 2.89

BUY 10 OR MORE NOW

$200

MAGNOLIAS

15%
off

offeach

Located on Hwy #6 on the north edge of Fergus • 843-5394
SPRING HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-6; Sun. 9-5

from

HYBRID
ROSES

Reg. 14.99

$3900
CONCRETE
STATUARY,

PLAQUES, BIRD
BATHS, etc

15%
- offers end Thursday, May 13/04 -

NOW

3
FOR

NOW

3
FOR

HANGING
BASKETS
$1499

PANSIES
BOX OF 4

99¢

LAMBERT
POTTING SOIL

25 Quart,  Reg. 6.99

$599
NOW
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CEDAR SPRING NURSERY
PHONE 846-0048
OPEN Mon. to Fri. 8 am to Dusk

Sat. 8 am-6pm; Sun. 9am-5pm

Cedar
Springs

Go West on Union St. from Fergus
Go East on Water St. from Elora

Elora Fergus
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OVER 100 VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM

�� �� �� ������
4 1/2” POTS 18 OR MORE EA.

GERANIUMS BY THE PACK ��� 6 PLANTS
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Self Cleaning 4” POTS

����������������� �� ��5” & 6” Pots
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FULL SELECTION OF PLANTS FOR
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Ivy Geraniums • Fuchsia • Bacopa
OVER 50 VARIETIES OF TRAILING AND FLOWERING IVY’S TO CHOOSE FROM

��������

�� �� ����������
������

�� ��
�������

�������������

�� ��

������������

���� �� ��
����������

OVER 100 VARIETIES 
TO CHOOSE FROM

$299
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AND UP

Some basic home re-
pairs and upgrades 
can be done on 

your own. Be sure you 
are comfortable with 
the tools required and if 
you are unsure, seeking 
professional help may 
be in your best interest. 
For the comfortable do-
it-yourselfer, the basic 
steps for installing a key-
in-knob door lock;

1. Locate how high on 
the door you want the 
lock (the average height 
is about 36 inches).

2. Bend the template sup-
plied with the lock and 
wrap it around the door. 
A specified side should 

DIY tips for key-in-knob door lock installation
be on the face of the door 
with the other side on the 
edge of the door.

3. With a sharp instru-
ment, mark the two holes 
indicated on the edge and 
the face of the door.

 4. Insert and secure the 
hole saw into your drill to 
drill the lock hole through 
the face of the door. (The 
lock manufacturer will 
specify the size of the hole 
saw.) Take care to drill 
straight and in the exact 
location of your template 
mark. Centre the pilot 
drill and drill the hole 
until the pilot drill pokes 
through the other side. 
Pull the hole saw out and 

begin drilling from the 
other side using the pilot 
hole as your center guide. 
This assures a clean cut.

5. Your next step is 
drilling the latch hole on 
the edge of the door, us-
ing the specified spade 
bit. Drill until this hole 
meets the larger hole you 
just drilled.

6. Now you can install 
the spring latch plate. 
Insert the latchbolt and 
plate so that it is fined 
up exactly over the hole 
in the edge of the door. 
Outline the plate with a 
sharp pencil or utility 
knife. Standard latches 
are approximately 1” x 

2 1/4 inches at 1/8 inch 
deep.

 7. First use your chisel 
to outline the area with 
a groove the thickness 
of the latch plate. With a 
sharp chisel of the same 
width as the latch plate, 
chisel out an area to the 
exact depth of the latch 
plate. Do this very care-
fully using light taps with 
the hammer. Dig into the 
wood with the beveled 
edge of the chisel towards 
the door. You don’t want 
to go too deep - the latch 
plate must sit exactly 
flush with the door.

8. After chiseling, inset 
the latchbolt and plate 
to mark screw holes. Re-
move the plate and pre-
drill pilot holes using a 
drill bit with a shank size 
slightly smaller than the 

screws. Then install the 
latchbolt and plate with 
the screws provided.

9. Now you can slip the 
exterior section of the 
lock mechanism through 
the hole in the face of 
the door, threading it 
through the latch piece. 
Add the interior section 
of the lock mechanism 
and attach both sections 
with the screws provided. 
Place the cover plate over 
the interior section and 
slip on the knob, pressing 
the spring clip to secure.

10. The final steps in-
volve installing the strike 
plate into the doorjamb. 
This is an assembly made 
up of metal box and fin-
ished strikeplate.

 11. Locate the exact cen-
ter of the strikeplate on 
the door frame by mea-

suring up from the floor 
to the exact centre of the 
latchplate and transfer-
ring that measurement 
to the door jam. Drill two 
holes with a 7/8- inch drill 
bit. The center of one hole 
should be 3/8 of an inch 
ABOVE the exact center 
of the strikeplate and the 
center of the other hole, 
3/8 of an inch BELOW the 
strikeplate center. Then 
chisel out this figure ‘8’ 
pattern to tightly fit the 
metal finer.

12. Drill pilot holes and 
secure this rough strike 
plate with 3-inch screws.

13. Now insert the metal 
liner and screw in the fin-
ished strike plate.

14. Try your lock and 
key and give the knob a 
good tug to check your 
work.
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 Pansies
Hanging Baskets
Annuals
 Perennials
 Roses

 Shrubs
Water Plants
Garden Accents
Decor & Gifts
Maple Syrup

Winter Dreams
Become

Spring Reality

1033  Kenning Place
ELMIRA  (519) 669-2437

Give A Gift Certificate
For Mother’s Day!

Open Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 8  p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 12 noon - 5 p.m.
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������������������������������������������� Dwayne Freeman • Wallenstein, ON • 519-669-4788

• Fully Insured

• Tree removal 
   & trimming

• Stump 
   grinding
• Lot clearing

COMPLETE
TREE CARE
SERVICES

Call today for more information.

OLIVET
S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

638-2555��������������
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Great Drapery Ideas!
Curtain Hardware • Sheers

Wooden Poles • Blinds
Custom Draperies

Plus, accent your windows with our
Victorian Accessories & Ruffles by the Yard

With more consum-
ers opting for 
remodelling for 

economic reasons, more 
homeowners are discov-
ering that one of the sim-
plest, yet most dynamic, 
ways to change the look 
of a room is to start at 
ground level.

Today’s homeowners 
not only are more con-
scious of the bottom line 
than ever, they also are 
more aware of design and 
decorating trends. This 
means that changes in de-
cor need to give optimum 
value in appearance, cost 
and longevity.

Changing the floor can 
transform the entire look 
of a room, while setting 
the stage for the addition 
of personal styling.

When deciding to re-
model your kitchen, con-
sider the following:

• Are you interested in 
just changing the color 
scheme?

• Do you want to drastical-
ly change the design theme 
(i.e., going from colonial to 
contemporary)? Or would 
a more subtle, new ‘feel’ 
and fresh personal styling 
provide the update your 
looking for?

Bringing new life with new floors
• What in the kitchen 

needs to be changed to 
achieve the functional-
ity you want? In other 
words, what’s just plain 
worn out?

• And, what is the least 
that can be changed to 
make you a happy hom-
eowner?

If your major appliances 
are still in working order 
and the cabinetry space 
is adequate, then chang-
ing the flooring, which 
has probably experienced 
the most wear and tear, 
can probably do the most 
to update and refresh 
with the least hassle and 
expense.

For instance, wood cab-
inetry that looks unexcit-
ing with a dull, nonde-
script floor, can achieve 
classic proportions when 
complemented by shin-
ing faux-marble vinyl 
flooring. For a classic 
look, accessorize in soft 
tones of grey and white 
(i.e., napkins, dishes), 
with accents of lemon 
yellow or rich sky blue 
for interest and impact 
(i.e., glassware, vases, 
artwork).

If your white kitchen 
could use a little pizazz, 

there are several options 
available. For a high-tech 
look, select a bold geo-
metric-designed resilient 
floor (checks, diamonds, 
etc.) in black and white. 
Add “industrial” chrome 
and silver counter appli-
ances, and maintain the 
black and white theme 
for accessories.

White kitchens also can 
be given added warmth 
with the neutral tones of 
imitation sand, granite, 
stone, gravel or stucco 
floor designs. The benefit 
is that resilient flooring 
simulating marble, gran-
ite, slate or stone is of-
fered at less cost than the 
real thing, and is more 
giving and warmer un-
derfoot, more forgiving 
when objects are dropped 
on it, and easy to care for.

The whiter, brighter 
kitchens so many hom-
eowners want also can 
get just the touch of green 
— jade, seafoam, forest 
— so popular in today’s 
environment-conscious 
society.

Both add just the right 
amount of appealing, 
clean accents to the un-
cluttered freshness of 
a white room. Sparse 

touches of peach or rose 
for dishes, linens or 
crockery are also ideal 
for this type of kitchen 
scheme.

White, natural and light 
to medium wood cabine-
try also can be updated 
with terra cotta and spice 
toned flooring, which 
helps to bring an earthi-
ness (such as a comfort-
able southwest theme) to 
the kitchen. These tones 
are especially popular 
for faux stone or ce-
ramic flooring designs, 
although corals and yel-
lows are also popular 
for the floral patterns so 
complementary to Coun-
try-themed rooms. 

These rich tones work 
well with lighter wall 
colours, and jewel tones 
are attractive accessory 
accents (as evidenced 
by the recent popular-
ity of bright pottery and 
ceramic dishes in bright 
shades of violet, blue, red, 
and yellow).

When you’re remodel-
ing, remember: Take the 
time to plan and to visual-
ize, as much as possible, 
the finished look you’re 
trying to achieve. Then 
decide on the essential 

alterations and/or addi-
tions that your kitchen 
needs for functional as 
well as design purposes. 
And, of course, consider 
how well the new look for 
the kitchen will comple-
ment, and provide a logi-

cal transition to, exist-
ing decor in adjoining 
areas. Once you take 
care of these basics, re-
modelling the kitchen, 
even on a tight budget, 
can be a fun, creative 
process.
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Waterloo region’s population pushes 500,000 Garage sale to support youth trip EDACL gets regional grant
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Seven years after Gary 
Ziegler signed up, the 
call finally came: Ca-
nadian Blood Services 

(CBS) needed his help to save 
a life. For giving of himself 
– quite literally – Zeigler was 
one of 24 area residents whose 
continued contributions were 
recognized by CBS this week 
during its 6th annual awards 
ceremony.

“It’s very rewarding. I’d do it 
again in a minute,” Zeigler told 
the Observer prior to Thurs-
day’s ceremony at Bingeman 
Park in Kitchener. Zeigler was 
one of two bone marrow do-
nors and 316 blood donors rec-
ognized at the regional event 
for passing milestones of 50, 75, 
100 and 150 units. The St. Ja-
cobs man has been tapped once 

It’s all about 
saving lives

Locals recognized for blood/bone marrow donations

for bone marrow and about 30 
times (and counting) for blood.

“They make a small incision 
and then they withdraw some 
bone marrow from the back of 
your hip, right above your wal-
let, on each side.

“Getting the bandage off was 
more painful than the opera-
tion itself.”

Ziegler first signed up as a 
bone marrow donor after a 
friend’s young daughter was 
diagnosed with leukemia 
about eight years ago. Wanting 
to help out somehow, Zeigler 
turned to his friend; “He said 
‘you can’t do anything for her, 
but they’re in dire need of bone 
marrow people,’” he explained, 
noting it wasn’t for seven years 
that a match was found. “All of 
a sudden they called me up and 
said ‘you’re a match.’”

After getting the news in the 
fall of 2002, he made his way to 

Hamilton in January 2003 for 
the donation.

For Bruce Reid, donations 
were made much closer to 
home. The Elmira man do-
nates blood every few months 
and was recognized for his con-
tributions totalling more than 
100 units.

“I have a gold card now,” he 
chuckled, referring to donor 
cards distributed by CBS. The 
card came in the mail three or 
four months ago, soon after he 
surpassed the milestone dona-
tion.

Visiting blood donor clinics 
has been a longstanding tradi-
tion for Reid, who credits his 
father George for inspiring 
him to make his first deposit.

“He encouraged me when I 
was about 18 to come with him 
[for his regular donation]. He 
got me started and I thought it 

KAREN LONGWELL

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira native Bailey 
DeRose’s voice echoed 
throughout the region 
Tuesday morning. 

With a microphone poised to 
collect her every word, the 
nine-year-old played co-host 
on Kitchener-Waterloo’s 105.3 
KOOL-FM as part of the sta-
tion’s annual poster-boy fund-
raiser for the new Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre.

Bailey was one of seven peo-
ple to hit the airwaves as guest 
host between Apr. 19 and 27. 
The opportunity was open to 
those who raised at least $500 
for the centre.

Her appearance marked the 
last day of the campaign – when 
the poster boy climbed down 
from his perch – which raised 
in excess of $268,000.

Regular morning co-host Bri-
an Bourke – a.k.a. poster boy – 
created a temporary opening at 
the station after climbing atop 
a billboard at the intersection 
of King and Pine streets, in 
front of the cancer centre, in a 
week-long effort to raise dona-
tions. This was the 10th year for 
the campaign.

Along with updates from 
Bourke, Bailey joined co-hosts 
Angie Hill and Mark Paine 
between 6 and 9 a.m. – mak-
ing her a little late for the start 
of class at John Mahood PS. 
While at the studio, she fielded 
questions from the morning 
show regulars and provided 
morning commuters with traf-
fic, weather and news updates. 
She also posed the morning 
KOOL impossible question 
to ready listeners: What are 

▼ See DONORS page 41

Poster-boy
fundraiser
nets local
girl gig as
radio DJ
Elmira girl raises 

$634 for new 
cancer centre

▼ See AN ELMIRA page 41

Getting 
‘hooked’
on drama

Students of Park 
Manor ready to 
perform musical 

version of Peter Pan

▼ See PAN-TASTIC page 43

Faithful garage sale shoppers have an opportunity to pick up some bar-
gains and support local youth this morning (May 1). Starting at 8 a.m., the 
youth of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Elmira are hosting a garage sale to 
help fund a trip to the National Youth Convention in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Children with special needs got a nearly $3 million shot in the arm from 
Waterloo Region this week. Council approved grants to seven organi-
zations across the region, including $57,849 to the Elmira and District 
Association for Community Living.

With an annual growth rate of 2.26 per cent, Waterloo region’s pop-
ulation reached 478,600 as of the end of 2003, a report to regional 
council indicated this week. The figures are based on Census data, the 
region’s building permit database and in information from MPAC.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Adding a hint of fairy 
dust to their heels, 
students of Elmira’s 
Park Manor Public 

School have booked a journey 
to a far-off place: Neverland. 
For two nights, May 11-12, 
students will gather in the 
school’s auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 
to perform a musical rendition 
of Peter Pan. 

The audience “can expect 
great entertainment and an 
overall great evening,” said the 
musical’s director Robert Nick-
el, assuring the show would be 
well worth viewing. “The kids 
have really worked hard and 
put a lot of effort into it.”

Nickel is no stranger to the 
world of performing arts, head-
ing up 11 school-based produc-
tions since beginning his ten-
ure at Park Manor PS 28 years 
ago.

And, for the most part, the 
veteran teacher said the thing 
that keeps him involved with 
these productions is simple: 
talent. 

“There’s a lot of talent here (at 
the school) and we’re just try-
ing to provide students with 
an opportunity to develop and 
showcase their abilities,” Nick-
el told the Observer. “Talent is 
the main thing, because if it’s 
not there then it is difficult 
to put on this kind of produc-
tion.”

Nickel added that the show is 
well endowed with young per-
formers who can act as well as 
sing and dance. 

The school puts on a theatri-
cal performance every two 
years, the last one being 2002’s 
Anne of Green Gables.

Staging a show is no easy task 
and, Nickel attests, it takes a 
concerted effort from all those 

A GIVING NATURE  Elmira’s Bruce Reid (left) and St. Jacobs’ Gary Zeigler (right) are just two of 24 area residents recognized by 
Canadian Blood Services for their donations exceeding 100 units of blood (Reid) and bone marrow (Zeigler.)
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Farmers sending distress call for help
They want more teeth put into controls against bioterrorism
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Ever since the World 
Trade Center was 
hit by terrorists, 

farmers have crossed 
their fingers, hoping 
they’d avoid a bioterror-
ism attack – such as an 
assault against farms 
with some lethal virus 
or bacteria. They know 
they’re basically power-
less to stop it altogether. 
But one Ontario group is 
calling for a provincial 
law to help limit poten-
tial damage by helping 
contain biohazards.

The Poultry Industry 
Council (www.poultryin-
dustrycouncil.ca), lead 
by Alma-area farmer 
Deborah Whale, wants 
a provincial animal act 
created to, among other 
things, give Ontario’s 
chief veterinary officer 
the same kind of umph as 
the chief medical officer. 
The PIC has been after 
Queen’s Park to give the 

province’s top animal 
doc the right to throw a 
net over volatile situa-
tions – such as farms con-
taminated from terror-
ism activities – to isolate 
biohazards and prevent 
the problem from getting 
even more explosive.

Whale says this is vi-
tal in Ontario, which 
is home to a $10-billion 
poultry and livestock 
industry (the largest in 
Canada) and could be 
just as devastated as Brit-
ish Columbia if a problem 
such as avian flu broke 
out. PIC’s trying to do 
its bit – it’s holding a bi-
osecurity workshop next 
month in Guelph, to help 
farmers create a good on-
farm program to limit 
the intake and escape 
of viruses, disease and 
similar problems. But it 
says bigger measures are 
needed now.

Whale’s a proud farm-

er. She wishes the farm 
industry’s vulnerability 
wasn’t splashed all over 
the media, because she 
fears it’s further expos-
ing whatever weakness-
es might exist. But she 
says there’s no choice. 
She’s frustrated that On-
tario hasn’t taken the 
measures her industry 
wants, so she’s accepting 
opportunities to make 
her point public, which 
she did with passion and 
clarity as a guest speaker 
at the Eastern Canada 
Farm Writers’ Associa-
tion annual meeting near 
Campbellville earlier 
this week.

It isn’t just the poultry 
industry that’s nervous. 

Cathy Lennon, general 
manager of the Ontario 
Sheep Marketing Agency, 
joined Whale in explain-
ing animal farming’s 
vulnerability, drawing 
particular attention to 
stockyards. For example, 
she noted, last month as 
the industry was gearing 
up for the Easter season, 
almost 7,000 lambs from 
Ontario, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Quebec 
were in Ontario stock-
yards on a given day, 
en route to their final 
destination or to other 
farms. Disease and other 
biohazards introduced 
at that point could have 
staggering results. But 
it doesn’t have to be any-

thing so dramatic, or sin-
ister – simple forgetful-
ness by farmers visiting 
other farms and not tak-
ing proper sanitary mea-
sures (such as changing 
dirty boots) can spread 
disease too.

If and when something 
drastic happens, though, 
the PIC believes calling 
on the chief medical of-
ficer to get involved and 
shut down the offending 
situation could take far 
too long, especially if the 
chief veterinarian is al-
ready on the case, which 
would be quite likely. So 
that’s why the PIC wants 
the veterinarian legally 
empowered to deal with 
the situation.

It’s important to note 
it’s not a free-for-all out 
there; provincial and 
federal legislation exists 
specifically for animal 
health. A provincial ani-
mal health laboratory at 

the University of Guelph 
has, among other func-
tions, a disease surveil-
lance function as well 
as the ability to conduct 
more than 400 tests in 
areas such as toxicology, 
pathology, virology and 
bacteriology. The federal 
government maintains a 
unit dedicated to zoonotic 
diseases (those shared by 
animals and humans) in 
the University of Guelph 
Research Park. Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 
officials keep tabs on the 
entire food system.

But when it comes to bio-
terrorism, conventional 
animal health watchdogs 
face a whole new chal-
lenge. Giving the chief 
veterinarian more clout 
might help limit purpose-
fully introduced disease 
from spreading, but it 
won’t stop those with 
chaos in their hearts and 
minds. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It may not offer the 
towering presence or 
captivating acoustics 

of England’s great cathe-
drals, but Gale Presbyte-
rian Church will offer up 
the same inspirational 
songs that reverberated 
across the pond.

Lifting their 
voices up
Oakridge choir bring to Elmira sound 
that filled great cathedrals of England

The Elmira church this 
weekend (May 2) pres-
ents a performance by the 
Oakridge Presbyterian 
U.K. Choir. Based in Lon-
don, Ont., the choir has 
at its core the Oakridge 
Chancel Choir, joined 
by singers from all over 
southwestern Ontario, 
including Elmira’s Dave 
Chalmers. The group 

of 48 singers last year 
toured England and Scot-
land, filling with sound 
such fabled cathedrals as 
York Minster, St. Paul’s 
and Canterbury.

As a Canadian group 
visiting the U.K., the 
choir presented works 
by Canadian composers, 
with an emphasis on local 

▼ See ALL page 42

KAREN LONGWELL

BIG SOUND  Elmira’s Dave Chalmers will be joined by a host of others as the Oakridge Presbyterian U.K. 
Choir performs at Gale Prebyterian Church May 2.
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Wellesley Arena

Specials: May 3 - 8

zzaJ
1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

Boneless Chicken Breast..............$5.69 lb.

New York  Strip Loin Steaks.........$7.99 lb.

Side Bacon..............................$3.49 lb.

Hamburger Patties  5 lb. Box..........$12.99

Summer Sausage   Sliced..............$5.99 lb.
  Chub..............$11.00 ea.
   Whole Stick.....$21.00 ea.

Extra Old Cheddar.....................$7.19 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet

For Mother’s Day

$10.95

A sweetheart of a cake
6” Chocolate, White or Marble

Please order in advance for Mother’s Day

Homestyle soups, our famous Waterloo County Salad Bar, fresh fruit & cheese selection,
Stone Crock’s own specialty breads & sweet buns, scrambled eggs,

Omelette & Waffle Bar & assorted delicious toppings, French toast,
whole poached salmon with PEI mussels & shrimp,

bacon & sausage, mashed potatoes, seasonal fresh vegetables,
cheese tortellini with oven roasted vegetables & tomato cream sauce,

carved roast of beef with forest mushroom compote,
bone-in ham with pineapple,  & roasted Ontario turkey with all the fixings.

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Assorted flans, pies, tortes & pastries fresh from the Stone Crock Bakery.
Coffee and tea 

• Adults $15.99 
• Special Children’s Prices

& kids under 5 yrs. FREE

Now Accepting

Reservations for 

Mother’s Day

Make your reservations for
Mother Day, Sunday May 9.

Sunday May 9/04  Served 11 a.m. To 3 p.m.

M
om

Love

You

Stone Crock Bakery (519) 664-3612
1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

young people three-times 
more likely to dispose of 
properly?

The answer: toenail 
clippings.

“I just like to help out,” 
she told the Observer of 
what inspired her to raise 
donations and take part. 
Over a four-day period, 
she collected $634 in con-
tributions from friends, 
family and neighbours to 
earn her seat at the radio 
table. Those donations, 
she explained, came read-
ily from people when she 
explained the cause.

While being on the ra-
dio is a fun way to spend 
a morning, Bailey’s par-
ticipation was more about 
helping out the cancer 
centre than testing out 
her pipes over the radio.

“It’s just a good thing, I 
guess,” she said, calling 
the radio appearance a 
bonus. While she hasn’t 
made her mind up just 

yet, she wouldn’t rule out 
a future career in either 
charity fundraising or 
radio broadcast.

This wasn’t Bailey’s 
first time in front of a mi-

crophone. She co-hosted 
the show for a morning 
last year, after raising 
$778 for the cause.

“It’s just nice to see a 
cancer centre locally,” 

commented Shelly DeR-
ose, Bailey’s mom, who 
joined her at the studio, 
along with sisters Syd-
ney, 7, and Courtney, 14.

“I’ve always encouraged 

An Elmira poster-girl 
Continued from page 39

was a good idea. I’ve been 
reasonably healthy and 
was able to keep doing it, 
so I have,” he said, adding 
the donations have carried 
added meaning since his 
father suffered complica-
tions from heart surgery 

Donors have variety of reasons for giving
about two years ago.

“He needed 14 units to 
get through one day – he 
just about died. It just 
sort of re-enforced that 
it’s important. He’s made 
it through and he’s doing 
great. We’re very thank-
ful for that; those 14 peo-

ple helped him.”
With a constant need for 

blood, CBS is particularly 
grateful to the many re-
turn donors, added spokes-
person Veronica Magee.

“They’re helping to save 
lives on a regular basis,” 
she said of the impor-

tance of regular donors. 
“It is the most selfless gift 
that someone can give for 
someone they don’t even 
know. Someone who do-
nates in Elmira, for exam-
ple, who’s to know if their 
blood isn’t going to the 
east coast or west coast to 

someone there.”
While knowing he could 

help was enough for 
Ziegler, he is looking for-
ward to the opportunity 
to meet the recipient of 
his bone marrow – a fol-
low-up the CBS likes to 
provide.

“It’s probably in the pro-
cess,” he said, explaining 
donors and recipients 
usually start by writing 
letters to each other, fol-
lowed by a phone call 
and eventual meeting. “I 
know it’s coming down 
the road.”

Continued from page 39

them to volunteer by the 
time they’re 10-years-
old.”

After her radio slot, Bai-
ley and family made their 
way down to Bourke’s 

camp site to add their do-
nation – the entire family 
helped to collect the funds, 
though Bailey headed the 
effort – into a waiting bed-
pan drop-box.

A SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE  Elmira’s Bailey DeRose (centre) collected $634 for the new Grand River Regional Cancer Centre, which earned her a co-hosting spot on the 
105.3 KOOL-FM morning show Apr. 27, joining regular hosts Angie Hill (left) and Mark Paine (right). At right, she visited fellow co-host poster boy Brian Bourke who was camped out 
in front of the new centre. PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN
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FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture

• Homeopathy • Lifestyle Counselling
• Fat/Muscle Mass Testing

FROM LEFT: RAZA SHAH, MINDA
AHUJA, TRICIA BRUBACHER
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Inspired by the story 
of a crackhead who 
turned his life around 

and found God, Elmira’s 
Bruce R. Martin au-
thored How Shall We Es-
cape – From Organized 
Crime to Christ, which 
made it’s first print run 
last week.

The book offers the testi-
monial tale of Crox Quin-
tanilla, a former drug ad-
dict from Texas who ex-
posed a corrupt sheriff’s 
office, joined the witness 
protection program and 
found salvation through 
the Southern Baptist 
Church.

“People need to know 
that God is still in the 
business of changing 
lives,” Martin said of the 
inspiration behind his 
self-published book. “He’s 
got quite a story.”

It was in 1993, while do-
ing volunteer work with 

From crime to Christ
Elmira man tells testimonial of crackhead reborn into the church in self-published book

the church, that Martin 
first met the recovering 
addict in Texas. Martin 
and his wife, Nan, had 
moved there because of 
a nursing opportunity 
she was offered two years 
prior. They stayed in the 
U.S. for three years.

As a church volunteer, 
Martin’s duty was to 
make follow-up calls to 
those who took in church 
services for the first time.

“He was just getting off 
crack cocaine and he had 
just become a believer,” 
the author explained, not-
ing it was Quintanilla’s 
wife, Maribel, who first 
encouraged him to get 
off drugs cold-turkey and 
clean up his life.

“His wife was sick 
and tired of living with 
this crackhead. It was a 
hard road. For about six 
months, it was very hard, 
there’s no doubt about 
it. One of the key factors 
was that he repented. He 
just completely realized 

that God was angry with 
him and his attitudes and 
he completely succumbed 
to God’s sovereignty and 
God’s power. It was a very 
spiritual experience.”

Prior to joining the 
church, Quintanilla’s 
drug habit – which start-
ed when he worked both 
sides of the law as a sher-
iff’s deputy and an orga-
nized-crime drug dealer 
– led him to sell off all his 
possessions in order to 
feed his addiction – hit-
ting bottom when he took 
part in a mafia killing.

Guilt from that killing 
led the addict to approach 
the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigations and testify 
against his fellow mafia 
members. During the tri-
al, several attempts were 
made on his life.

“It feels great to be able 
to help somebody in so-
ciety who is struggling 
with drugs or alcohol or 
is … involved with orga-
nized crime and doesn’t 

ra a few years ago, when 
he shared his tale with 
students at Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School.

“He’s totally clean of 
drugs and alcohol and 
crime,” Martin said of his 
friend’s life now. The for-
mer crackhead is an or-
dained minister with the 
Southern Baptist Church 
and operates a mission 
for the homeless.

Initially, 250 copies of 
the book were printed, 
but an order for 1,000 is 
currently at the print-
ers. Most of those copies 
will be distributed by 
Quintanilla as he travels 
throughout the United 
States telling his story.

Martin is currently 
approaching Christian 
book stores about carry-
ing his title. In the mean-
time, anyone interested 
in purchasing a copy 
should mail their order 
to Taproot Springs Pub-
lishing: 10 Wren Court, 
Elmira, N3B 3E5.

know how to get out,” 
Quintanilla told the Ob-
server from his home in 
Corpus Christi, Texas.

“The way of escape is 
only through God, the 
lord Jesus Christ.”

Quintanilla visited Elmi-

pieces, Chalmers noted.
The Gale Presbyterian 

show will also feature 
some of the “standards” 
as sacred songs go, offer-
ing mostly choral music 
with some instrumen-
tals.

Last summer’s tour 
of the U.K., where they 
played for large crowds, 
proved very popular. So 
good was the reception, 
that York Minister Ca-
thedral has invited them 
back for a week in 2006, 
where they will be the 
choir-in-residence.

“It’s quite an honour,” 
Chalmers said, adding all 
the members are eager to 
perform in such spectac-
ular surroundings. “The 
acoustics are remarkable 
in the cathedrals – the 
sound is something to ex-
perience.”

Music from that trip 
will fill Gale Presbyte-
rian Church – where 
Chalmers is also a choir 
member – on Cross Street 
beginning at 7 p.m. May 
2. Admission is free, with 
a freewill offering being 
accepted for the church’s 
choir fund.

All together in song
Continued from page 40

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Employees at St. Ja-
cobs’ Scotia Bank 
did their part 

in giving community 
members a brief taste 
of springtime weather, 
hosting a charity street 
barbecue Apr. 23.

The King Street branch 
dished out scores of ham-
burgers and hotdogs to 
passersby during the 

A taste of spring
St. Jacobs Scotia Bank helps raise money for McMaster Children’s Hospital 

lunch hour, raising mon-
ey for the McMaster Chil-
dren’s Hospital pediatric 
unit.    

“The St. Jacobs commu-
nity is just wonderful,” 
said Scotia Bank employ-
ee Angela Morris. “They 
(people) donate money 
and are very supportive 
to this cause. People come 
along and give us cheques 
for $50, $100 … whatever 
they can donate.”  

The barbecue tradition-

ally raises about $2,000 
for the Hamilton-based 
hospital every year. The 
funds are largely gener-
ated from personal do-
nations, as well as from 
community retailers and 
businesses.

“Home Hardware is a 
big part of this communi-
ty and they’ve donated … 
all kinds of stuff for this 
occasion. They’ve been 
great,” Morris told the 
Observer. 

The St. Jacobs-based 
retail giant also donated 
the draw prize: a three-
piece bistro set.

Morris noted that Sch-
neider Foods and M&M 
meats provided the ham-
burgers, buns and hot-
dogs for the event.   

But the fun didn’t end 
there. Scotia Bank em-
ployees staged a second 
barbecue fundraiser at 
St. Jacobs Public School 

▼ See BBQ page 45

A STORY WORTH TELLING  Elmira’s Bruce R. Martin recently 
launched How Shall We Escape – From Organized Crime to Christ, the 
testimonial tale of a crackhead who overcame his addiction and had 
since dedicated his life to God. RICHARD VIVIAN
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For the past 30 years, we have offered German language instruction
• Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8
•Grades 9 to 12 (Full High School Credit Classes)
• Conversational German for Adults (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
•Deutsch Diplom Courses I and II

For Kindergarten to Grade 5
Crestview Public School
153 Montcalm Drive
Kitchener, Ontario
For Grades 6 to 12 and Adults
Grand River Collegiate Institute
175 Indian Road
Kitchener, Ontario

FEES:
$75.00 for first child
$30.00 for second child
$20.00 for each child thereafter
$10.00 extra for each Credit Class student
$185.00 for Adults

At every grade level, we offer 2 classes, one for students with a knowledge of German and
one for those who have no previous knowledge of the German language.
Our school has approximately 600 students and 30 qualified and experienced teachers.
Instruction is based upon the "Leitfaden", a curriculum set by the Federation of German
Language Schools and also the curriculum of the Ontario Ministry of Education.
www.ace.wrdsb.on.ca/germanschool

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Mrs. Monika Matthaes, Principal
TEL: (519) 632-7700 FAX: (519) 632-8700
EMAIL: matthaes@golden.net
Mrs. Catherine Thompson
Waterloo Region District School Board
TEL: (519) 570-0003, ext. 4134

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
Saturday, September 11, 2004

REGISTRATION:
Saturday morning: 1, 8, 15 & 29 May, 2004
from 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. at both schools

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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involved.
In fact, at the closing 

of final curtain, Nickel 
noted in addition to par-
ents, some 100 students 
in Grades 6 to 8 will have 
played an integral part 
in bringing the musical 
to life – in charge of most 
aspects from lighting and 
stage setup to prop and 
costume design.

“Everyone pretty much 
gets involved,” he said.

Taking on the lead roles 
in the musical are Grade 
8 students Christina 
Hanes, playing the part 
of the Pan, Lilly Martin 
as Wendy and Katie Bar-
ber as the wicked Cap-
tain Hook.

A total of 60 students 

have been practicing for 
their big night since audi-
tions ended in December, 
Nickel added.  

Initially produced for 
the stage in 1904, Peter 
Pan was the brainchild 
of Scottish novelist and 
playwright J.M. Barrie. 

Peter Pan is the story of 
a boy who refuses to grow 
up and creates his own 
world of Indians, pirates, 
and fairies. Unfortunate-
ly the protagonist’s ideal 
world doesn’t come prob-
lem-free, courtesy of Pan’s 
nemesis Captain Hook. 

Since its first appear-
ance, the tale has ap-
peared in a variety of 
artistic adaptations in-
cluding television, film 
and – most notably – as 

a Walt Disney animated 
cartoon. 

Although a small 
amount of buzz has been 
generated for the event, 
the student musical has 
already managed to 
spark a great deal of in-
terest in the community. 
As of Apr. 26, Nickel said 
a total of 500, or half of 
the tickets to the event 
had been sold.         

Tickets for the show 
went on sale last week for 
$6 a piece. For those still 
interested in obtaining 
tickets, they can be pur-
chased at the door prior 
to the performance.

For more information 
about the upcoming mu-
sical, call Park Manor PS 
at 669-5183.      

Continued from page 39

‘Pan-tastic’
KAREN LONGWELL

A TALENTED CAST  Students of Park Manor Public School will showcase their talents May 10-11 in their 
musical rendition of Peter Pan. Tickets for the event went on sale last week and can still be purchased at 
the door show night. 
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

April 21
11:17 AM A two-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Arthur Street 
South, near the Sawmill Road 
intersection. The vehicles were 
southbound when the lead driver 
slowed for traffic ahead and was 
struck from behind. Damage to 
the vehicles was moderate. There 
were no injuries. A Harriston man 
was charged with ‘follow too 
closely.’
4:23 PM An Elmira man was 

returned to prison following a 
routine traffic stop on Snyder 
Avenue, near Second Street. The 
man – who is currently on parole 
– was charged with ‘drive, no li-
cence’ and ‘operate vehicle with 
improper permit.’ Later that day, 
his parole was revoked and he 
was taken into custody. A parole 
board hearing will be arranged to 
handle the matter.

April 22
7:17 AM A vehicle was reported 

stolen from a Memorial Avenue 
residence in Elmira. Sometime 
overnight, a white, four-door 1998 
Chrysler Concord – with plate 
marker 34T 092 – was taken from 
the driveway. The vehicle had yet 

to be recovered as of press time. 
There are no suspects. The inves-
tigation continues.
11:08 AM An Arthur Street 

North, Elmira business reported 
overnight property theft. Taken 
from outside the business was a 
beige EZ-Tow dolly. There are no 
suspects. The investigation con-
tinues.
4:17 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Ament Line and Herrgott Road. A 
Drayton resident was northbound 
when their van was struck by an 
eastbound car. The eastbound 
driver travelled between a hydro 
pole and sign post before striking 
the ditch. Two passengers in the 
car were taken to hospital – one 
to St. Mary’s Hospital and one 
to Grand River Hospital – where 
they were treated and release 
with non-life threatening inju-
ries. Damage to the vehicles was 
significant. A London woman was 
charged with ‘fail to yield to traf-
fic on through highway.’

April 24
1:36 AM Officers were called to 

a bush party near Three Bridges 
Road after being contacted by 

a nearby resident. A group of 
youths had gathered and started 
a small fire. Upon police arrival, 
the youths fled. Left at the scene 
was a black backpack containing 
two cell phones. The investigation 
continues.
12:00 PM The regional coro-

ner and Waterloo Regional Police 
identification unit responded to 
Weimar Line, just east of Bamberg, 
after a clean-up crew found a bag 
along the road containing clothes 
and bones. Further investigation 
determined the bones weren’t hu-
man.
12:33 PM A Cambridge man re-

ported his wallet was stolen while 
he was at the St. Jacobs Farmers 
Market. The wallet – which con-
tained identification, credit cards 
and a bank card – was taken from 
his back pocket. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.
8:11 PM A concerned Aspen 

Crescent, Elmira resident reported 
a suspicious man milling about the 
neighbourhood. Upon arrival, offi-
cers asked the man – described as 
5’10” with reddish hair, substantial 
facial growth and wearing a tan 
jacket with jogging pants – was 

asked the leave the area.
9:07 PM A Goldfinch Street, 

Elmira resident reported the theft 
of both licence plates from their 
vehicle. Taken sometime overnight 
were a pair of plates with marker 
408 KMR. There are no suspects.
11:34 PM An area-boy was es-

corted home to his parents by po-
lice after an Ament Line resident 
reported property damage to the 
outside of their home. The 16-year-
old boy had been throwing rocks. 
In addition to being taken home 
for parental discipline, the boy was 
issued an official police warning 
about his behavior. An agreement 
between the parents and hom-
eowner was also reached to com-
pensate for the damage.

April 25
9:39 AM A break-and-enter was 

reported to a Weber Street North 
business. Sometime overnight, 
the facility was entered and keys 
to a pickup truck were taken. The 
truck was then stolen and driven 
through a fence around the com-
pound. About 20 minutes after the 
report was made, the vehicle was 
recovered on Maplewood Road in 
Wellesley Township and returned 

to the owner. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.
1:21 PM A Toronto resident re-

ported they lost a digital camera in 
downtown St. Jacobs. The camera 
– described as a black Olympus 
C5050, with five memory cards – is 
valued at $1,000. If found, contact 
the Elmira police station.

April 26
7:41 AM  A break-and-enter to a 

Broadway Street, Hawkesville busi-
ness was reported. Sometime over-
night, a garage door was forced 
open and entry was gained. A 
small quantity of cash and a print-
er/fax machine were taken. Later 
that day, the printer/fax machine 
was found in a ditch along Flora-
dale Road. There are no suspects. 
The investigation continues.

April 27
8:00 AM Police responded to 

Cedarwood Lane in the Paradise 
Lake settlement after a suspicious 
vehicle was reported. A nearby res-
ident reported a man had been sit-
ting in a blue/green pickup truck at 
the dead-end for a period of time. 
Upon arrival, officers were unable 
to locate the man or vehicle.
10:10 AM A pair of out-of-town 

drivers were charged with ‘care-
less driving’ following a two-ve-
hicle collision on Sawmill Road, 
near Maple Bend Road. According 
to police – who interviewed both 
drivers and an independent wit-
ness – the vehicles were eastbound 
when the trailing driver attempted 
to pass. During the attempt, the 
lead driver swerved within their 
lane, preventing the following ve-
hicle from getting by. When the ve-
hicle continued to follow, the lead 
driver slammed on their brakes and 
was struck from behind. The vehi-
cle sustained minor damage. There 
were no injuries. 
11:05 AM A hit-and-run to a 

vehicle parked on Mill Street in 
Elmira was reported. The vehicle 
sustained damage to the driver’s 
side rear quarterpanel. There are 
no suspects.
2:15 PM Police and firefighters 

responded to a chimney fire at a 
Lichty Road residence, near Debo-
rah Glaister Line. The fire was con-
tained to the chimney and resulted 
in no structure damage. However, 
several household items suffered 
minor smoke damage. There were 
no injuries.

Country 
Life

The

By Karen Longwell

BIG COUNTRY SKY  Brubacher takes time to notice the clear blue sky 
from his barn doorway on a great spring day.

FRESH COUNTRY AIR  Laundry on the Brubacher farm soaks up the sunshine and crisp 
country breeze. SPRING TRAINING  A Floradale school 

teacher enjoys a game of baseball with 
her students during recess.

FRESH AIR AT THE GAME   
A boy watches the ball game 
while waiting his turn to 
play.

COUNTRY ROADS  Horse and 
carriage make there way up the 
road.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER  Three pigeons 
perch in the top window at the 
Brubacher farm.

THE COUNTRYSIDE ROLLS ON BY On John B. Brubacher’s beef farm in St. Clements 
there is always work to do.
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Great selection of  lots available. Single family homes 
with double garages starting from $224,900. Single 
car garages available from $199,900 and semi-
detached homes from $179,900. Visit our Model 
Home at 83 Kingfisher Drive. Open House Saturday 
and Sunday 1:30 - 4:30 or by appointment.

ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP
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��������� ������ �� �������� ����
����� ��� ���������� ��������� �����
����� ��������� ���� ������ �����
������� ����� �� ���� ����� ������ �����
����� ��������� ������� �����������
�������������������

CONESTOGO LAKE

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������
��������������������������������
������ �������� ������ ��� ������ �����
��������������������������������
�����������

���������� ����������� ��������� ���
���������� �������� ����� ������ �������
��������� ���� ��������� �� ����������
�������������� ��������������������
����� �������� ��� ������� ������ �����
�������������������

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
���������������������������������

�����������������������������
�������������

������������������������������
������������

������������������������������

��������
�������������
��������������������

����������������������

������
����������������������
�������������������������
�������������������
������������������������
���������������

�����������

�������� ��������� �� ����� ����� ��� �������� ������ ����������� ���� ����� �������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������� ����� ����� ���������� ������ �������� ���� ������� ��������� ��
���������������������

�����������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������� ���������� ��������������������� ������ ������ ������ ����������������
���������������������������������������������������������������

FAMILYALBUM

842 Victoria St. N., Kitchener
579-4110

Twin City Realty Inc.
Realtor

SEE YOU AT ... RE/MAX
RE/MAX TWIN CITY REALTY INC. 
is pleased to announce the appointment 
of  Melanie McNeil (née Otto) as a Sales 
Representative to our firm. Melanie brings 
with her 15 years of  sales experience and 
will continue her commitment of  providing 
a top level of  service to her clients.

Melanie’s association with Waterloo 
Region’s largest, most dynamic and top 
producing office with over 215 real estate 
professionals and a sales volume in excess 
of  420 million dollars for 2003 will most 

definitely be of  benefit to Melanie’s clients.

Melanie would like to invite you to drop by her office at 842 Victoria 
Street, Kitchener or please feel free to contact her at 579-4110 with 
any of  your real estate needs now or in the future.

MELANIE MCNEIL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Independently Owned and Operated

McMAHON, Esther
Peacefully at Lisaard House in Cambridge, 
on Saturday, April 24, 2004, age 73 years. 
Local relative is sister Edith Linseman of 
St. Clements.

ENGAGEMENT

Henry and Nancy Friesen of Elmira 
are pleased to announce the en-
gagement of their daughter Bon-
nie to Dalen, son of Wendell & Rita 
Kroeker of Winnipeg. The wedding 
will take place in Winnipeg on 
June 5.

I would like to thank my 
family for the lovely sur-
prise 80th Birthday party. 
The beautiful flowers, 
gifts and cards from all my 
friends really made my day 
special. Thank You!

Ruby Atkinson

THANK YOU

NAJCLER, Dragan
Suddenly, at Wiarton, on Saturday, April 
24, 2004, in his 60th year.

Local relatives are son Darko and his wife 
Teresa Najcler of Drayton.

REIST, Arthur Conrad
Of Bancroft formerly of Winterbourne, 
passed away at Hastings Centennial 
manor Nursing Home, Bancroft, on April 
23, 2004, in his 99th year. Local relatives 
are son Lorne and his wife Pat Reist of 
Elmira and daughter Pat and her husband 
Jamie Meek of St. Clements.

SHUCK, Waltraut “Trudy”
Peacefully, on Wednesday, April 21, 2004, 
at KW Health Centre of Grand River Hos-
pital, in her 71st year, of Elmira.

YEOMAN, Irene
Peacefully, at her son’s residence in Bre-
slau, Wednesday, April 21, 2004, in her 
69th year.

DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

Apr. 28. 
“The kids just love it,” 

Morris said noting the 
time and effort put in 
by students toward the 
fundraising effort. “It’s 
a wonderful day and 
they (students) have so 
much fun with us out 
there doing the barbe-
cue.”

Spurred on by the sun-
shine, St. Jacobs’ resi-

dents Sean Mulrooney 
and Roger Lichti decided 
to take a break from their 
busy work schedule and 
enjoy their lunch break 
outside.  

“It’s kind of a nice little 
kick off to spring,” Mul-
rooney said referring 
to the 13-degree-Celsius 
weather. “The barbecue 
is a good cause and I actu-
ally look forward to this 
every year.”  

REALESTATE
Continued from page 42

BBQ’s the first sign of 
spring in St. Jacobs

�������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

�������������������������

������������������
���������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

����������������
������

����������������
����������

�����������
����������

�

����������
���������������������
���������������������

������������������ ��������� ������ �������
������ ����������� ����� ��� ���� �� ����������
�����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
����������

������������
������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������

�������

�����������
���������� ������ ����� �������� �������� ������
����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������

������

FAMILY ALBUM
SHARE THE LOVE EVERY WEEK
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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Channeling the dead through a ping-pong ball 
Q.  A performing psychic in-
vites a woman from the au-
dience to the stage, where 
she feels his pulse beat 
slower and slower and fi-
nally stop as he “channels” 
in a spirit from the Beyond.  
Isn’t this heart-stopping 
demo dangerous?

A.  The only real dan-
ger is that the woman 
may have read Massimo 
Polidoro’s Secrets of the 
Psychics:  Investigating 
Paranormal Claims and 
tells everyone about the 
ping-pong-ball-under-
the-armpit gambit con-
tained therein.  As the 
psychic slyly presses 
his arm down on the 
ball tucked into his 
armpit, blood flow to 
the hand slows, which, 
in most instances, an 
uninformed observer 
will generally inter-

pret as a fading heart-
beat.  Magician/skeptic 
James Randi and col-
league Jose Alvarez 
used this so effectively 
in fake spirit-channel-
ings on Australian TV, 
says Polidoro, that “not 
even the physicians who 
examined Alvarez were 
able to guess how he did 
it.”

Q.  When the shocked 
monks learned that Cellar-
er John had been stealing 
wine from the big 100-pint 
cask, he defended, “But 
I have taken only a pint 
per day for the month of 
June.”  “You thief, that’s 
30 pints!”  “Not exactly, 
because each day I put 
back in a pint of water, to 
maintain the original level.  
If you can tell me EXACT-
LY how much wine I have 
taken, I will deem my pun-

ishment just.”  Could the 
monks comply?

A.  What was the year 
and how much math did 
they know? 

After the first theft, 
explains H. E. Dudeney 
in The Canterbury Puz-
zles, obviously 99 pints 
of wine remained in 
100 pints of liquid.  The 
wine concentration was 
now .99.

But then things got 
headier.  After the sec-
ond theft, the concen-
tration was reduced 
again by a factor of .99, 
or .99 x .99 = .9801; after 
the third theft, .970299.  
But if you try to do this 

for all 30 thefts, you will 
get a figure with nearly 
60 decimal places!  The 
monks would have need-
ed heavenly interven-
tion to do this without 
logarithms, calculators 
or computers.  The EX-
ACT quantity of wine 
stolen would be 26.0299
62661171957726998490... 
pints.  It is likely they 
didn’t even try to get the 
figure, says Dudeney, as 
one was overheard to 
say, “A man who would 
involve the monastery 
in a fraction of 58 deci-
mals deserves severe 
punishment.”

Q.  Mental rehearsal has 

been used successfully by 
golfers (Jack Nicklaus said 
he “watched a movie in his 
head before each shot”), 
baseball players (before 
each turn at bat during his 
70-home-run season, Mark 
McGwire “imagined smash-
ing the ball with his Paul 
Bunyan swing”), pianists 
(imprisoned 7 years dur-
ing China’s Cultural Revo-
lution, Liu Chi Kung daily 
“practiced every piece I 
ever played, note by note, 
in my mind,” later was back 
on tour playing better than 
ever, said the critics), fig-
ure skaters, dart throwers, 
and on and on.  But what’s 
a key pitfall here, and how 
can it be avoided?

A.  When college stu-
dents facing exams 
were told to visualize 
scanning the posted 
grade list, seeing their 

“A” then beaming with 
joy, and to do this five 
minutes every day, 
their scores averaged 
only a mere 2 points bet-
ter than those of a con-
trol group, says David 
G. Myers in Psychology, 
7th Edition. But another 
group focused on the 
process of studying, 
envisioning themselves 
reading the chapters, 
taking notes, ignoring 
distractions, declin-
ing to go on a date, etc.  
These test-takers start-
ed studying sooner, 
stayed with it longer, 
and wound up beating 
those in the control 
group by 8 points.  Ad-
vises Myers:  “Better 
to spend your fantasy 
time planning how to 
get something than to 
dwell on the imagined 
destination.”

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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Spring Special
Any 3 rooms $79

(Hall or stairs considered a room - Reg $89)

��������

Couch & Chair $75 (Reg $80)

FREE GIFT WITH THIS COUPON
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May 1
Ladies: At Wallenstein Bible Chapel, 7:30 p.m. 
Spring Tea featuring Jane Burke – Poured out and filled 
up. (lessons from teapots). For more information call 
669-1896.
LinwoodCommunity Sports Park and Library Pre-Gala 
Evening. Semi-Formal 6 p.m. cocktails – 7 p.m. dinner, 
silent auction, dance to Blackwater Draw. $75/person 
(receipt for $25 charitable donation available). Advance 
tickets only call Wellesley Township 699-4611. 
Woolwich Clean Waterways – welcomes volunteers to 
help plant trees along the streams at the farm of Amos 
Bauman at 9 a.m. Property is located north of Floradale 
one farm past the Mennonite Parochial School on the 
left side of the road. Watch for signs, bring gloves & 
a shovel. For more information call Chris Chhatwal at 
669-2938 or Barb Taylor 669-3961. 
Gentle Moves: registration is ongoing for the five week 
session starting May 17th. Mon. 7 p.m. cost $12.50. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794.
Better Bones – registration is ongoing for the eight 
week session starting May 12. Wed. 10:30 a.m. Cost 
$20. Woolwich Community Health Centre 664-3794. 

May 2
Inter-Mennonite Children’s Choir 37th Annual Spring 
Concert. 3 p.m. Breslau Mennonite Church, 226 Woolwich 
St. S. Breslau, On. Tickets $8/person, $6/12 and under, 
$20/family. To reserve tickets call 745-7744. 
Linwood Community Sports Park & Library Official 
Grand Opening. Events begin at 11:45 a.m. For the 
community parade. Rededication of the Cenotaph, 
official ribbon cutting ceremony, Fireman’s and family 
oriented activities and entertainment. Fun for all. 
Ontario Presbyterian Chorus presented by Waterloo 
North Presbyterian Church, 685 Highpoint Ave. at 
Northfield. Concert at 7 p.m., free-will offering. For 
information: Rev. Dwight Strain 888-7870. 

May 5
Pesticide-Free Lawn Care and Lawn Alternatives. 
Speakers Susan Koswan and Anne Morgan. Sponsored 
by the Township of Woolwich Environmental 
Enhancement Committee. No cost, no registration. 
Everyone welcome. At Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 

May 6 
Woolwich Community Centre 24 Snyder Ave., 
Elmira. Safe Driving Seminar 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Cost 
$5 includes light early lunch break. Call the Centre 
to reserve a spot, 669-5044. 

May 8
Evening Meal and Music at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 27 Mill St., Elmira. Waterloo Regional 
Police Male Chorus with an appearance by the 
St. Paul’s Youth Tone Chime Choir and offering a 
supper before the music begins to raise funds for 
the St. Paul’s Wheelchair Accessibility Fund. Supper 
6:30 p.m., concert 7:30 p.m. Tickets $10/person 
before May 1, $12/person after May 1.  For more 
information call the church office at 669-2593. 
St. Jacobs Midwives Spring Tea 2-4 p.m. Celebrating 
10 years of Midwifery in Ontario. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Everyone 
welcome. For info call 664-2542. 

May 10 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics Mon., 
Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Register between May 
10 & 19 for the 10-week session starting May 31, 
04. Cost $25. 664-3794. 
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics, Tues. & 
Thurs. 7pm. Register between May 10 & 18 for the 
10-class session starting June 1. Cost $25. 664-
3794. 
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