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Hockey game not lost 
in translation

Church aims 
for a touch 

of glass

RICHARD VIVIAN

Council designates Elmira church 
as a “significant” landmark in bid 
to replace stained-glass windows

Cutting a 38.7 per cent tax hike
Wellesley capital projects, increasing operational costs drive proposed budget increases

▼ See COUNCIL page 2

Linwood core targeted in crime spree
Six break-ins in one night, cash and small items taken

▼ PAGE 11

   T
HE OUTLET STORE FOR HOME DECOR, GIFTS & MORE!  

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich council this week declared 
Elmira’s St. James Evangelical Lu-
theran Church a “significant heritage 
structure,” paving the way for outside 

financial assistance for renovations to the build-
ing.

Members of the church, located at 50 Arthur St. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley council-
lors are sharpening 
their pencils after 
getting their first 

peak at the 2004 draft budget 
Mar. 2; one which, so far, in-

cludes a 38.7-per-cent tax hike 
for property owners.

“I’m sure not looking at those 
percentages,” Mayor Ross Kel-
terborn said of the proposed 
increase after municipal staff 
walked councillors through 
the proposed roads and recre-
ation budgets. 

“This gives the councillors 
the opportunity to do what 
they want to do in terms of the 
budget and it becomes more 
of a council-driven reduction 
rather than a staff-driven re-
duction,” he said referring to 
the inclusion of staff-desired 
projects in the draft proposal.

The hike, if ultimately ap-
proved – though that’s unlikely 
in its current form – would 
see homes with an average as-
sessment of $183,000 (up from 
$163,000 last year) pay an ad-
ditional $265 for the township 
portion of property taxes, in 
addition to the impacts of in-

creased assessment value. The 
local portion of property taxes 
accounts for about 20 per cent 
of the total, with 50 per cent go-
ing to the Region of Waterloo, 
and the remaining 30 per cent 
to the school boards.

The region’s budget has yet to 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Thieves made off with 
cash, carpentry tools 
and negotiable money 
orders after breaking 

into six Linwood locations 
overnight Mar. 1.

On the hit list were Erb Elec-
tric, The Corner Store, the 

post office and St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church, as well as both 
the new and old Linwood com-
munity centres – though po-
lice are unsure of the specific 
order. 

“We believe it’s all the same 
perpetrator,” Sgt. Merv Knech-
tel, of the Waterloo Regional 
Police’s Elmira detachment, 
told the Observer. “The sus-

pects were after loose money.”
In each case, those respon-

sible – it’s unclear whether one 
or more people were involved 
– used either a pry bar or pliers 
to damage door locks enough to 
gain entry.

Taken from the various loca-
tions were cash, a donation 
change box, negotiable money 
orders and a quantity of car-

pentry tools.
At the time of the reports, 

nothing was missing from the 
old community centre or St. 
Paul’s Church, though the of-
fice area had been ransacked.

“Really, they didn’t do much 
at all. They just took a little bit 
of change out of the till,” com-
mented Don Schnurr, owner 
of The Corner Store. While in-

side, the thieves also tried to 
open a pair of locked metal 
cabinets with the store’s ciga-
rettes, but that was unsuc-
cessful.

“They tried to get in, but 
couldn’t. They’re in a quite 
secure lock up.”

While this sort of crime 
hasn’t been much of a prob-

▼ See THIEVES page 2

HERITAGE DESIGNATION HELPS  Pastor Hans Borch stands in front of a stained glass window at St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church in Elmira. 
The window is one of several items to be repaired as the church looks to renovate.

▼ PAGE 17        
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Thieves strike Linwood
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be finalized, but current 
estimates call for a 4.9-
per-cent jump in rates, 
which would add a fur-
ther $55 annually to the 
average residential tax 
bill. Councillors are still 
working to bring that 
number down.

The education levy, set 
by the province, has yet to 
be announced.

Driving the Wellesley 
budget hike are a number 
of proposed road projects 
and items municipal staff 
have indicated would 
make them more produc-
tive in their respective 
tasks. 

The proposed road bud-
get includes a $17,000 
increase in funds spent 
on loose-top road main-
tenance (dust control, 
gravel resurfacing, grad-
ing and patch work), a 
$29,000 bump for winter 
controls (plowing, sand-
ing/salting and side-

lem in Linwood, the store 
owner has already beefed 
up the door that was bro-
ken into and a security 
system has been ordered.

“If they try it again, 
we’ll be ready for them,” 
he said.

Erb Electric has also 
beefed up its security 
since the break-in, re-
placing the damaged door 
and installing an alarm 
system.

“The door was all bust-
ed. They’d taken a crow-
bar underneath it and 
lifted it up so that the 
hinge broke. It was still 
on the hinges … but it was 
just lifted enough that ev-

erything broke,” Karri 
Deckert, whose husband 
Gary owns the business, 
told the Observer. 

A garage-style door was 
also pried open, giving 
the thieves access to the 
shop area, she added. 
Nothing was taken from 
the shop.

“It could have been so 
much worse. It was a real 
eye-opener,” Deckert said 
of the break-in.

Police believe the thieves 
may have taken a break 
during their thievery. At 
one of the locations, offi-
cers recovered an empty 
bottle of Coors Light beer.

“It would appear as if 
the suspect consumed a 

bottle of beer. That beer 
bottle has been seized and 
held for fingerprinting,” 
Knechtel noted, as has the 
cash tray from The Cor-
ner Store.

The investigation – now 
headed by the detective 
division out of Waterloo 
– is ongoing.

“We’re urging anybody 
with information to con-
tact Crime Stoppers or 
our detachment of the Wa-
terloo Regional Police,” 
Knechtel added.

Crime Stoppers can be 
reached anonymously at 
1-800-222-TIPS. The Elmi-
ra police station can be 
contacted by calling 570-
3000 ext. 319.

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN

walk maintenance), a 
$60,000 increase in gen-
eral road maintenance 
and a $150,000 allocation 
to reserves for projects 
planned this year and be-
yond.

Council has yet to ad-
dress the priority and 
timing of specific road 
projects, which will im-
pact the allocation level.

A number of public-
works-related purchases, 
including a new pickup 
truck ($33,000) and com-
puter ($2,500) were also 
proposed – though coun-
cillors have already ex-
pressed an interest in 
putting off some of those 
purchases until a later 
date.

On the recreation side, 
rising operational costs 
associated with utili-
ties are one of the main 
reasons for the proposed 
increase.  However, ad-
ditional factors include 

spending more money 
(from $300 to $3,000) on 
snow removal for the new 
Linwood Community 
Centre, increasing main-
tenance and repair bills 
for the various facilities, 
rising supply costs and 
items Richard Hoover, 
director of recreation, is 
hoping will be addressed.

Among the ‘wish list’ 
items are rubberized 
flooring for the St. Cle-
ments Arena ($11,000), 
fuel storage cabinets, a 
snow blower ($2,000) and 
an ammonia detector 
($4,500).

A reserve funding al-
location of $150,000 for 
planned and future rec-
reation capital mainte-
nance projects is also 
suggested.

Several factors out of 
the municipality’s con-
trol are also driving up 
the budget, noted CAO 
Susan Duke. The staff 

wage contract approved 
last year includes a three 
per cent raise – also given 
to councillors –  this year 
and the provincial gov-
ernment has ended the 
vacation on contributing 
to the Ontario Municipal 
Employees Retirement 
System.

“OMERS was supposed 
to be phased in; it’s now 
coming in its entirety 
after a vacation and 
that has an impact,” she 
said. “If you look at that 
line in any one of the op-
erating budgets, you’ll 
see it’s a significant in-
crease.”

As with all consumers, 
the municipality has also 
experienced a sharp jump 
in its hydro, natural gas 
and insurance bills.

The remainder of the 
budget will be present-
ed to council Mar.9, at 
which time the cutting is 
expected to begin. 

Council-driven budget process
IMPROVING SECURITY   Don Schnurr, owner of The Corner Store in Linwood, stands in front of a reinforced 
door he had installed after thieves broke in earlier this week.

Continued from cover

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich coun-
cillors, who col-
lected a total of 

$60,324 in remuneration 
in 2003, filed expense 
claims of less than $2,000 
last year, a report filed 
this week shows.

In a housekeeping mea-
sure mandated by the 
province, director of 
finance Dan Chapman 
filed a statement of pay-
ments and expenses that 
was accepted by council 
at its Mar. 25 meeting. 
The Ontario Municipal 
Act gives municipalities 
until Mar. 31 to make the 

Woolwich tables 
report for 2003 

council payments
Treasurer’s report outlines expenses, 
remuneration, requests for the year

details public.
The mayor was paid 

$20,108 last year, while 
the four councillors each 
received $10,054.

In 2003, Coun. Mark 
Bauman filed expenses 
of $462; Coun. Murray 
Martin, $519; Coun. Pat 
McLean, $242 and Coun. 
Ruby Weber. $542. Mayor 
Bill Strauss filed no ex-
pense requests. Expenses 
totaled $1,765.

Chapman’s report also 
noted the township 
paid five members of 
its Committee of Ad-
justment remuneration 
totaling $2,120 and ex-
penses that amounted 
to $1,392.
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Not a “cat lady”
Elmira girl chronicles the story behind former Floradale woman’s love of cats

Suspensions, seatbelt 
violations handed out 
during RIDE program

Show us the money

Students without 
shots not welcome

Police being week-long 
road safety blitz

PETER CRISCIONE
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Sarah Hilker wants the world to 
know that her friend Violet Lichty 
was a wonderful individual – funny, 
caring and full of life.

Above all she wants people to remem-
ber her as a real person – not simply, as 
many newspaper articles implied, an 
unkempt elderly woman, unable to take 
care of herself – and definitely not as the 
“cat lady.” 

“I want people to remember (Violet) by 
her real name and not as the cat lady,” said 
Hilker, a Grade 7 student at Park Manor 
Public School. “I want people “to know that 
she took in cats because she was kind, she 
wasn’t rude or mean, [nor did she] try to 
harm them.”

Hilker shared a special bond with Lichty. 
Their common love of cats made them in-
stant companions and gave her a chance to 
know this woman whose love of animals 
was often misunderstood.  

“Violet took in stray cats and if it wasn’t 
for her they might have been run over by 
cars or been killed and I think that’s a good 
thing that she did.”

In defence of her friend’s image, Hilker 

recently compiled a report-like file about 
Lichty, her life, and her impact on the 
young girl.

The elderly Floradale woman, known 
locally for her large contingent of cats, 
became embroiled in a controversy af-
ter animal control officials found more 
than 30 cats living in her Floradale home, 
which was literally covered with waste 
from the large group of felines. Many of 
the cats were riddled with fleas and had 
open sores. As a result, Lichty was moved 
from her house in Pilgrim’s Provident re-
tirement home in Elmira.

Dubbed “the cat lady,” Lichty subse-
quently passed away a short time later at 
the age of 84. She underwent hip surgery 
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener last 
August and never regained conscious-
ness.  

However, according to Hilker, Lichty 
wasn’t always this way. For most of the 
time they had been friends, the woman 
was vibrant, intelligent, kind and cared 
very much for her fellow man.

“She was a nice woman and I liked her 
because she was a good friend,” Hilker 
said. “Violet always had something funny 
to say.” 

Naturally then, Hilker became increas-

ingly distressed as Lichty began being 
commonly referred to as “the cat lady.” 

The world unfortunately just did not un-
derstand the Violet that Hilker knew and 
cared for.

“I would feel kind of angry. [I overheard 
people] talking about the cat lady and I 
didn’t say anything but it made me feel sad 
inside because they don’t really know her.

“I’m not happy because people weren’t 
telling the truth about her and they think 
that she was bad. She wasn’t bad but once 
she got sick and older she couldn’t do much 
for her cats.”

What Hilker knew best about her fellow 
cat-lover, that the rest of the community 
didn’t, was that Lichty had and incredible 
sense of humour and a real passion for 
life. 

Hilker recalled how Lichty was always 
content and very rarely carried a frown.

“Happiness and love were the main rea-
sons Violet enjoyed her life. That hap-
piness and love came from her family of 
cats.

“I hope people will read between the lines 
in the newspapers and realize how great 
Violet really was. I hope they will come to 
realize that Violet was a (savior) to her cats 
and a hero to me.” 

Looking to reinforce recent federal gov-
ernment musings, Woolwich councillors 
this week endorsed a City of Sarnia reso-
lution calling for Ottawa to carry through 
with plans to provide municipalities with 
a full GST rebate, as well as a proposed 
five cents per litre of the federal gas tax.

A trio of 12-hour drivers licence suspen-
sions were handed out over two nights 
by local police officers, who set up a pair 
of RIDE programs in the Heidelberg and 
St. Jacobs area.
On February 26, officers stopped 150 

vehicles in Heidelberg between 12:15 
and 2:15 a.m., resulting in a 12-hour sus-
pension for an area man.
The following night, officers set up the 

program at the intersection of Lobsinger 
Line and King Street, near St. Jacobs. Be-
tween 11:45 p.m. and 1:45 a.m., 50 vehi-
cles were stopped. Two of those stopped 
were issued 12-hour suspensions. A third 
driver was charged with a seatbelt viola-
tion.

Closing ‘em down
With the sap flowing, Woolwich council 

this week agreed to its long list of road 
closures for this year’s Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival. On Apr. 3, from 1 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., most of downtown Elmira will 
be closed to vehicular traffic: portions 
of Wyatt Street, James Street, Hampton 
Street, Park Avenue, South Street, Walk-
er Street, Dunke Street, and Mill Street. 
Although under regional control, Arthur 
Street will also be closed for the duration 
of the festival.

In excess of 1,000 students may be sent 
home from school early Mar. 25; the day 
by which immunization records for Grade 
2, 3 and 4 students must be up to date. 
Immunizations are required under the 
Ontario Immunization and School Pupils 
Act, though parents can obtain an ex-
emption under some circumstances.
“Three thousands letters were sent out 

in January, advising guardians that public 
health requires this information. To-date, 
we have 1,084 students who are at risk 
of being suspended,” said Danuta Sea-
sons, manager for the immunization and 
vaccine preventable diseases program.
The possibility of suspensions isn’t in-

tended as a threat, but rather indicates 
the importance of immunization, added 
Dr. Liana Nolan, the region’s medical of-
ficer of health.
For families without a physician, the 

public health department is hosting two 
immunization clinics – in Waterloo and 
Cambridge – as a chance to get caught 
up. To make an appointment or get more 
information, contact the department at 
883-2006, ext. 5273.

Motorists who normally exercise pa-
tience and obey the road rules shouldn’t 
worry, but others may want to tone things 
down over the next few days. Waterloo 
Regional Police began a week-long road 
safety initiative Thursday (Mar. 5).
The blitz will concentrate on major arte-

rial roads throughout the region.
“Priority will be given to problematic in-

tersections,” said Staff Sgt. Scott Diefen-
baker, head of the traffic division.
“We will be targeting red-light runners 

and speeders, since they are among the 
biggest threats to public safety.”

THE CAT LADY’S NAME IS VIOLET  Sarah Hilker, a Grade 7 student at Elmira’s Park Manor Public Schoo,, wants people to know that her friend Violet Lichty was 
a kind and compassionate woman; not the “cat lady”.   

   ▼   QUALITY NEWS • QUALITY SPORTS • QUALITY COMMUNITY COVERAGE—YUP, IT’S THE MIX THAT KICKS—ONLY IN YOUR LOCAL WEEKLY WOOLWICH OBSERVER
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RICHARD VIVIAN
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He’d turned down 
a similar offer 30 
years ago, but now 

that he’s retired Elmira’s 
Frank Luellau thinks 
the time is right to enter 
politics. The local man 
is seeking the nomina-
tion of the newly formed 
Conservative Party of 
Canada during its Kitch-
ener-Conestoga riding 
candidate selection meet-
ing today (Mar. 6).

“It was a temptation 
then, because I’ve always 
had a bit of an interest. 
But I had young kids … 
and I thought better than 
to do it at that time,” he 
told the Observer.

“I just thought it was 
time to get more involved. 
I came to the conclusion 
that it is something that 
I would enjoy. I know it’s 
a big challenge, but I’ve 
never shied away from a 
challenge.”

Luellau is one of two 
people seeking to repre-
sent the party in the new 
riding, which includes 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. His competi-
tion for the candidacy is 
David Driver of Kitch-
ener.

Prime Minister Paul 
Martin has long hinted at 
a spring election; though 
some suggest he may 
back off until the fall in 
the wake of the sponsor-

Elmira man seeks Conservative Party nod
Retirement makes for a timely entrance 

into politics, suggests CPC hopeful Luellau
ship scandal – which has 
seen the Liberals’ popu-
larity drop dramatically 
in opinion polls.

While this will be Luel-
lau’s first venture into the 
political spotlight, he’s 
been a long-time support-
er of right-wing parties in 
their various forms. Dur-
ing the 2000 election, the 
local man volunteered 
with Alliance candidate 
John Reimer’s campaign; 
signing up party mem-
bers, handing out signs 
and doing telephone cam-
paigning.

During his nomination 
efforts, the local man has 
been repeatedly faced 
with questions about 
his party’s leadership 
and policies – neither of 
which has been decided 
at this point. Party lead-
ership candidates Tony 
Clement, Stephen Harper 
and Belinda Stronach 
will face off on a Mar. 20 
party ballot.

“It’s a really interesting 
process to come into a po-
litical party that hasn’t 
formed yet, on top of that 
in a riding that has been 
redesigned,” he said.

“If Paul Martin carries 
through with what is ex-
pected, we will be there 
with a leader, but not with 
policies that have had the 
normal kind of process 
for approval. I know what 
the PC stood for. I know 
what the Reform stood 
for. There’s a lot of over-

lap. It’s that great area of 
overlap which I’m sure 
will be the foundation of 
the new party.

“In a way, it’s really nice 
because you’re in on the 
ground floor,” he said of 
policy development.

At the end of December, 
Luellau officially began 
his retirement – which, 
at the time, didn’t in-
clude plans to run for of-
fice. However, after mull-
ing it over and talking to 
several friends about the 
possibility, he decided 
to throw his hat into the 
ring.

As a former executive 
director for Elmira-
based Canadian Council 
of Christian Charities 
(CCCC), Luellau feels he 
has developed a strong 
background in dealing 
with the government. For 
23 years, he championed a 
number of causes dealing 
with governmental issues.

“In the past 20 years, I’ve 
been to Ottawa so many 
times that I couldn’t pos-
sibly give you an accurate 
guess,” he said. “We had 
quite a few court cases 
over the years where the 
government had denied 
certain provisions that 
were included in the In-
come Tax Act and we’ve 
been eminently success-
ful in getting people the 
clergy residency deduc-
tion when the govern-
ment denied it; getting 

LOOKING DOWN A NEW PATH  Elmira’s Frank Luellau is one of two people seeking the local Conservative 
Party of Canada nomination at it’s Kitchener-Conestoga riding association candidate selection meeting 
today.

S., are looking to reha-
bilitate their building, 
particularly its dominant 
stained-glass windows. 
The designation awarded 
Mar. 2 allows St. James 
to apply to the Waterloo 
Regional Heritage Foun-
dation for funding.

“The main part of this 
church fronting on Ar-
thur Street remains 
literally unaltered 
from when it was built 
– it’s one of the very few 
original heritage build-
ings in the core area,” 
said Rod Kruger, chair 
of the church council. 
“The windows, because 
they’ve been around for 
a significant number of 

years, need some major 
repairs if they are to sur-
vive.”

Built in 1914, the cur-
rent building is home to 
a congregation of some 
500. St. James Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church has 
been in the community 
for 150 years.

The restoration work, 
to be carried out over 
the next four years, is ex-
pected to cost $80,000 to 
$100,000, said Kruger. 

Restoring the largest 
panels at the front of the 
church, the first side to 
be completed, will cost 
about $50,000. Workers 
will completely remove 
the windows, taking 
them offsite to replace 

all the lead binding the 
pieces together before re-
turning to reinstall them 
some four months later, 
he explained.

The church is looking 
for $15,000 from the foun-
dation, with the rest of 
the money coming from 
internal fundraising ef-
forts.

“The congregation is 
committed to this loca-
tion and to restoring the 
building,” said Kruger, 
adding work is already 
underway to spruce up 
the structure. Once the 
building maintenance is-
sues have been addressed, 
work will eventually be 
done on the interior, he 
added.

Restoring a downtown landmark
Continued from cover

▼ See ELMIRA page 6
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The road to expan-
sion at a Conestogo 
church is much 

smoother than the one 
running through its prop-
erty. A public meeting at 
Woolwich council Mar. 2 
saw nothing but support 
for St. Matthew’s Luther-
an Church’s bid to rezone 
two parcels of land.

The church, located at 
131 Flax Mill Dr., wants 
to rezone a two-acre par-
cel behind the existing 
church – to ‘institutional’ 
from ‘agricultural’ and 
‘settlement residential’ – 
to provide room for expan-
sion. As well, a small lot 
– approximately 0.38 acres 
behind the old Woolwich 
Township hall – across 
the road would be rezoned 
to permit the creation of a 
parking lot.

Township planner Jer-
emy Vink noted the ap-
plication also addresses a 
longstanding anomaly: the 
portion of Flax Mill Drive 
that curves in front of the 
church before meeting up 
with Sawmill Road still 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Kitchener man is 
facing nine charg-
es after he was 

seen speeding down Ar-
thur Street toward Water-
loo and ultimately traced 
back to a break-in at Perks 
Coffee House in Elmira.

The man first grabbed 
the attention of police af-
ter he was clocked trav-
elling southbound on 
Arthur Street going in 
excess of 130 km/h at 1:40 
a.m. Mar. 1. Seeing little 
more than taillights as he 
pulled out, the officer radi-
oed his colleagues in Wa-
terloo to warn them of the 
approaching speeder.

Near the University Av-
enue exit, a Waterloo of-
ficer spotted the vehicle 
and trailed it to Lancaster 
Street in Kitchener. While 

Speeder traced to Elmira break-in
Pursuit ends with nine charges against Kitchener man

following, the officer ob-
tained the licence plate 
identification – which in-
dicated the vehicle was 
stolen from Highland Hills 
Mall in Kitchener Feb. 20.

The pursuit continued 
to the Union Street area, 
where the driver struck a 
snowbank.

“When the vehicle ran 
off the roadway, the oc-
cupant fled on foot. But 
when the officers caught 
him – they must have lost 
visual of him for a very 
short period of time – he 
indicated he was the pas-
senger in the car and the 
driver had in fact fled else-
where,” Sgt. Merv Knech-
tel said. “Canine arrived 
at the scene … and made a 
track from the vehicle pas-
senger side to exactly the 
garage where the guy was 
found hiding.”

That trail indicates he 

was the sole occupant.
Inside the vehicle, po-

lice found a cash register 
sitting in the back seat, 
which was traced back to 
Perks Coffee House, which 
had been broken into mo-
ments before the speeding 

vehicle was seen in the 
area.

“The cash register had 
been literally picked up off 
the counter and thrown 
into his car,” Knechtel con-
tinued. “The only thing 
removed was the cash reg-

ister.”
The coffee shop’s front 

door window had been 
smashed in order to gain 
entry.

A Kitchener man has 
been charged with three 
counts of breach of proba-

tion, possession of stolen 
property over $5,000, pos-
session of stolen property 
under $5,000, break-and-
enter, fail to remain at the 
scene of an accident and 
‘drive while under suspen-
sion.’

Road smooth for
expansion of church

No opposition to St. Matthew’s 
rezoning bid in Conestogo

belongs to the church.
“We don’t even have a 

right-of-way. It’s an exist-
ing road that’s been built 
on their property – the 
road’s been there for a 
while … so they could not 
prevent us for continuing 
to operate the road. How-
ever, we do not formally 
own the land.”

Part of the rezoning pro-
cess would see the road al-
lowance finally conveyed 
to the township.

“Is there any advantage 
to the township giving 
that land to the church 
and closing that road, or 
does the church like to 
have that portion plowed 
and maintained?” asked 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

Vink, however, said the 
route has long been used 
by the community, noting 
at least one adjacent prop-
erty owner uses the road 
to access a driveway.

While no one at the meet-
ing opposed the church’s 
plan, the township will 
wait for written submis-
sions before compiling a 
recommendation report 
for council’s consideration 
later in the year.
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The Secret Garden

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Modelled on the 
Friends of the 
Grand River, a 

newly formed local orga-
nization is looking to do 
for the Conestogo River 
what the older group is 
doing for the Grand.

The Conestogo River En-
hancement Workgroup 
(CREW) currently boasts 
20 members; they’ll be 
hosting two public meet-
ings in the coming weeks 
aimed at getting the work 
out.

Some of CREW’s found-

Conestogo River to get 
some friends of its own

New organization looks to enhance quality of the River area
ers are involved with 
Friends of the Grand 
– a non-profit organi-
zation incorporated in 
1995 – and saw a need 
for a similar approach 
for the Conestogo River, 
said representative Mike 
Kleinknecht. The initial 
focus will be to get some 
basic projects underway, 
including river cleanup 
and habitat improve-
ments.

“A lot of the stuff that 
we’re going to be doing is 
going to be hands-on – riv-
er improvements; mak-
ing some access points to 
the river for those people 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

You’ll see the trees, 
then the forest in 
Elmira’s south end 

beginning this spring – a 
portion of the new indus-
trial subdivision will be 
the site of the first project 
by a new environmental 
committee.

The Woolwich Environ-
mental Enhancement 
Committee will plant 
some 200 or 300 trees on a 
two-acre parcel, linking 
two existing woodlots, 
Coun. Mark Bauman re-
ported to Woolwich coun-

Industrial site first project for environmental group
Woolwich committee to plant trees in new business park in Elmira’s south end

cil Mar. 2.
The newly minted com-

mittee wanted a high-pro-
file project as its kickoff, 
he noted.

Planting would likely 
begin late in May or 
early June, requiring 
about $3,000 from a fund 
established last year by 
council – $10,000 annu-
ally is to be set aside over 
the next three years. The 
funds will support volun-
teer-based environmen-
tal projects such as those 
carried out by the Wool-
wich Healthy Communi-
ties’ Clean Waterways 
Group.

“These kind of volun-
teer projects are very 
effective,” he told the 
Observer Mar. 3. “If you 
have to pay people, you’ll 
get about a quarter of the 
trees planted … [for] the 
same money – it’s a way 

of making our tax dollars 
go farther.”

The site – located near 
the current dead-end 
of the Union Street ex-
tension, adjacent to the 
Elmira Truck Service 
– is municipally owned 

who want to fish, canoe 
and use that river for the 
activities rivers should 
be used for; and hopeful-
ly improve the quality of 
the river overall.”

Recent Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources efforts 
at restocking fish in the 
river also encouraged or-
ganizers, he added.

“Stocking is great, but 
if the river can’t support 
any of the fish that are 
there, putting some fish 
in is not going to do any-
thing.”

CREW will work to im-
prove the environment 
for those fish, and to en-

hance the recreational 
opportunities along the 
river, said Kleinknecht.

“What we’re going to 
try to do is make it an 
enjoyable environment 
for everybody. This is 
about the revitalization 
of a river in our area,” 
he said, noting most of 
the initial volunteers 
are from Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships.

The first public meeting 
is set for Mar. 30, from 7-9 
p.m., at the Hawkesville 
Community Centre. The 
second goes Apr. 3, 2-4 
p.m. at the community 
centre in St. Jacobs.

the old age security bene-
fit for the missionary that 
retired and so on.”

The 23-year Elmira 
resident also worked as 
the national staff officer 
for The Gideons Interna-
tional from 1974 to 1983 
and was a member of 
the Woolwich Township 
Family Violence Preven-

land, conveyed to the 
township as part of the 
Elmira Industrial Land 
development in the south 
end.

“Essentially, we’re turn-
ing farmland back into 
woodlot,” Bauman noted, 

adding plans call for a 
trail through the area. 
Surrounded by woodlots 
on three sides, the par-
cel’s rehabilitation will 
likely be aided by natural 
reseeding from adjacent 
trees.

tion Committee from 1992 
to 2000.

Area Conservatives 
will choose their can-
didate today (Mar. 6) at 
the Country Hills Com-
munity Centre on Ritten-
house Road in Kitchener. 
Registration begins at 1 
p.m., with the nomina-
tion meeting set to follow 
at 2 p.m.

Elmira man looks to 
carry local  CPC torch

Continued from page 4
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The Black Forest Inn
1872 Sawmill Road, Conestogo

Tel: (519) 664-2223
www.blackforestrestaurant.ca

Hours: 4:00 PM until 8:00 PM 
Price: Adults: $16.95 per person 
Children: Half Price

KITCHENER
WATERLOO

Elora

Fergus

CONESTOGO

18

18

8622

Northfield Dr.

Winterbourne

Black Forest Inn

 Homemade soup and bread
 Fruit and salad bar
 Carved roast beef
 Many more favourites
 Coffee and tea
 Assorted dessert table

Easy to find!

Elmira

SundayEvening
u eB ff t!

GREAT FOOD, GREAT VALUE! 

INCLUDES LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT
& DANCE FLOOR! 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While many of us 
are still sound 
asleep, still 

hours away from stum-
bling to the coffeemaker, 
Elmira’s Laura Kendall 
has abandoned her warm 
bed for a more effective 
pick-me-up: a “refresh-
ing” plunge into a Water-
loo pool.

For two hours before 
school (5:30-7:30 a.m.) 
and two hours afterward 
each day, the 16-year-old 
trains with the Region 
of Waterloo Swim Club 
(ROW), her eyes set on 
competing at the national 

Elmira swimmer has Olympic dreams
Busy training schedule, early mornings just “routine” for Laura Kendall

level. And, percolating at 
the back of her mind is an 
Olympic dream.

A swimmer since she 
was four – she spent the 
first two years with the 
Elmira Aquaducks before 
joining ROW at age seven 
– Kendall has been pro-
gressing through local, 
regional and provincial 
competitions. Having 
been somewhat preempt-
ed at the Eastern Cana-
dian Championships last 
month in Halifax – the 
team was stranded there 
by the massive snow-
storm – Kendall said she 
is looking forward to this 
weekend’s provincials, 
running Mar. 4-7 in Eto-

bicoke.
It’s the competition that 

makes all the training 
worthwhile – on top of 20 
hours a week in the pool, 
she is required to under-
take a vigourous regimen 
of weight training, cardio 
work and stretching. The 
time-consuming sched-
ule was aided somewhat 
this year when the Grade 
11 student transferred 
from EDSS to Waterloo’s 
Bluevale Collegiate Insti-
tute, much closer to the 
pool at Wilfrid Laurier 
University.

“I’ve always done it – I 
just grew up with it. It’s 
something I like to do,” 
she said of her swimming 
career. 

 “It certainly does take 
up a lot of time … but 
after so long, it becomes 
routine.”

But what about those 
early mornings?

“I get out of bed and grab 
my [gear] bag – I’m still 
asleep. I get in the truck 
(dad John is also up in 
the wee hours) and sleep 
all the way to Waterloo. 
I don’t think I wake up 

until I hit the water,” she 
said with a laugh.

Right now, the focus of 
all the hard work is qual-
ifying for national com-
petitions. Specializing 
in longer distances – the 
400-, 800- and 1,500-metre 
freestyle events – Kend-
all estimates she needs to 
cut three or four seconds 
off of her times to reach 
that level.

“If you make the na-
tionals, you can go to the 
Olympic trials,” she said 
of the ultimate goal. “But 
that’s way far in the fu-

ture.”
So, what’s the path to 

that goal? Well, more ear-
ly mornings, more train-
ing and more push, push, 
push.

Usually that push comes 
from inside, the competi-
tive nature of athletes. On 
days when it’s not there, 
the coach is always ready 
to step in and provide the 
motivation.

“Oh, yeah, the coach is 
always ready to yell,” she 
said, laughing. “Really, 
you don’t want to disap-
point anyone.”

STEVE KANNON

HARDWARE TRACKS HER PROGRESS  Elmira’s Laura Kendall 
competes with the Region of Waterloo Swim Club, currently taking 
part in provincial championships in the Toronto area.
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I’m visiting those areas that reflect the priorities of 
Canadians and the priorities of our government.

Prime Minister Paul Martin said this week visits to spots 
across the country are not campaign-style stops. A spring 
election, meanwhile, is still in the cards.

» Downtown pick-me-up
In an area short on significant archi-
tecture (let’s face it, parts of the re-
gion are downright ugly), St. James 
Lutheran’s bid to restore its Elmira 
church is a welcome project. The 
building is a landmark and the down-
town will benefit from its upgrade.

» What’s in a name?
McDonald’s restaurants have renamed 
their “Super Size” fries to “large,” 
with no change to the amount of fries. 
However, it’s not the name that has an 
increasingly health-conscious (and At-
kins-crazed) public concerned, it’s the 
culture of fast food.  

» Targeting gun crime
The disturbing number of gun 
crimes, particularly in Toronto, grew 
larger this week, including a drive-
by shooting of two apparently inno-
cent bystanders. Penalties exist for 
gun crimes, but officials are inexpli-
cably reluctant to follow through.

Do your duty to remove that doodie
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Cash the real goal, 
not conservation

I can’t say I ain’t glad to 
see the warmer weath-
er returning to these 

parts – that sunshine we 
had last weekend was 
tonic for the soul (and the 
wife says I ain’t got a sen-
sitive side).

Anyways, all the mel-
tin’ is fine excepting for 
all the little “treasures” 
left behind: fresh snow 
was coverin’ up a multi-
tude of sins left by neigh-
bourhood dogs. Maybe 
you can’t blame the dogs 
– dumb animals will do 
their business wherever 
the urge takes ‘em, I sup-
pose – but you sure as heck 
can blame the dumbasses 
who let ‘em run free to 
leave deposits every-
where. I got a newsflash 
for them numbskulls: 
ain’t no one happy to be 
receivin’ these gifts.

Expectin’ folks to have 
common courtesy is too 
much of a stretch, I’m 
guessin’.

Folks who read here reg-
ular know I got the same 
kind of feelings about 
those that let their cats 
go wonderin’ around, us-
ing my garden like it’s a 
litter box. There ought 
to be a law against that 
– but it probably wouldn’t 
matter ‘cause that ain’t 
stoppin’ dogs, which ain’t 

supposed to be runnin’ at 
large, from doin’ just that. 
What’s worse is them 
that walks their dogs and 
don’t bother cleanin’ up 
after ‘em – you can bet 
they ain’t stoppin’ to let 
the dogs go on their own 
lawns.

Sometimes I figure it 
might be fair game for 
folks ticked off by their 
inconsiderate neighbours 
to have the septic truck 
leave a little something 
on their front lawns for a 
change.

THE NEW ALLIANCE ARE 
THE ONLY HOPE TO MOP 

UP LIBERAL MESSES
Speaking of dogs and 

lawns, we all know of 
something that’s equally 
full of shhhhaving cream, 
as the old ditty goes. That 
would be them govern-
ment types sayin’ they 
don’t know nothin’ about 
that sponsorship scam in 
Ottawa.

I seen how now they’re 
sacking folks for ta-
kin’ part in the scandal 
– a good move, but it’s 
all about coverin’ up the 

bosses’ backsides than 
actually seein’ that jus-
tice is done. I wonder 
how many of them that 
takes the fall is goin’ to 
end up bein’ looked after 
down the road, when all 
the hubbub dies down 
and the public goes back 
to sleep. You just know 
it’ll be business as usual 
if the Liberals have their 
way.

If the new Alliance 
gets in, you can expect 
to see a whole lot more 
heads rollin’ – and for the 
right reasons, to boot. It 
ain’t no coincidence that 
most of ‘em tied up with 
this scam is tied up with 
Quebec; if we get us some 
new leaders who ain’t got 
no connections with that 
place, we’ll see the end of 
that kind of politics.

CRUCIFYIN’ AIN’T 
SUPPOSED TO BE PRETTY
Not bein’ partial to most 

of what they’re offering 
up as movies these days, 
I ain’t seen that new one 
about the story of the 
good Lord. Actually, with 
all the fussin’ and com-

plainin’ about it, and that 
Mel Gibson, in the news, 
I figure I pretty much al-
ready know all about the 
whole thing.

I got them mixed feel-
ings about that kind of 
thing – it really ain’t 
right for the likes of us to 
be tryin’ to tell the divine 
story, if you get my mean-
ing. There’s some who 
think it’s all blasphemy, 
which it ain’t unless you 
go tellin’ lies about it. I 
figure more folks is up in 
arms because of all the 
blood and guts – I don’t 
really hold with that, nei-
ther – and how it makes 
the Jews and the Romans 
look bad. Anybody who’s 
read the Bible knows the 
players in the story, and 
you gotta figure there 
weren’t nothing pretty 
about crucifyin’ nobody. 
I ain’t got much patience 
for bein’ politically cor-
rect.

That being so, there 
weren’t nobody gettin’ 
all bent outta shape when 
Hollywood was makin’ 
Biblical movies with the 
likes of Chuck Heston. 
The stories was clear 
and you always knew 
who the good guys were. 
Bible stories is uplifting 
– the movies should be 
the same.

Even as we prepare for hydro rate increases – 
the cap on prices gets eased Apr. 1 – the Ontar-
io Energy Board (OEB) is talking about much 
larger hikes, especially for power consumed 

at peak times.
In a report released this week, the board said such 

rate increases would promote conservation, giving 
consumers an incentive to use power outside of peak 
demand periods – typically between 4 and 9 p.m., espe-
cially during the winter and summer months.

Nobody is going to argue conservation is a bad thing. 
In fact, it should be encouraged. But, in a system built 
around growth, the report is more likely a ploy to in-
crease revenue than to genuinely encourage people to 
use less electricity. Think of the rationale offered up 
when governments increase cigarette taxes – it’s al-
ways done to discourage smoking rather than to boost 
the coffers, despite the fact actually reducing demand 
for cigarettes would hurt revenues.

Of course, just as reducing cigarette use would reduce 
associated health-care and environmental costs (esti-
mated at billions of dollars more than revenues), so too 
would reducing demand for electricity lower long-term 
spending on developing new generating facilities. 

That argument holds water, but it runs counter to 
actual government desire for short-term cash flow. As 
Woolwich councillors recently noted of water rates, 
conservation actually hurts the bottom line.

Although the OEB offered no suggestions as to the 
size of the peak-demand increases, it did cite a trial 
program in Wisconsin that charges users 12 times the 
off-peak rate for electricity consumed at peak times.

Doing your laundry and cooking at, say, 2 a.m. would 
prevent you from paying more, as would avoiding heat 
in the dead of winter and air conditioning on the most 
stifling of summer days. Unfortunately, peak time is 
identified as that time when most of us need electrici-
ty: if the house is empty all day because you’re at work 
and school, there’s no usage going on. Ditto for the wee 
hours when most of us are asleep. 

That said, there is every reason for us to conserve, 
and it can be done without completely revamping your 
schedule. Simple measures such as reducing the watt-
age of light bulbs, using timers, and turning off lights 
and equipment when they’re not in use can be ben-
eficial. Ultimately, larger-scale conservation measures 
are in order: requiring more stringent codes for home 
building, demanding more from appliance manufactur-
ers, and the like. Retrofitting projects, whereby utilities 
actually pay for users to replace energy-hogging appli-
ances and to upgrade insulation in their homes, have 
proven more cost effective than building new capacity, 
for all-too-long the desired choice of utilities.

A report released earlier this year warns that the 
province is facing a looming energy shortage, possibly 
as early as 2006, putting a serious damper on Liberal 
plans to decommission Ontario’s coal-fired generat-
ing stations. Without serious conservation measures 
and the development of new capacity, we’re in growing 
danger of missing the mark, even with the continued 
use of coal.

This, of course, puts all kinds of pressure on Mc-
Guinty, who has been under fire from his first day in 
office for backpedaling on his election promises. That 
includes reversing plans to keep the current cap on hy-
dro rates until 2006. That 4.3 cents per kilowatt-hour 
becomes 4.7 (and rising) as of next month.

Watch for the OEB peak-demand recommendation to 
get plenty of mileage. More to the point, plan on pay-
ing much more to keep the lights on.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What is your favourite 
reality TV show?”

Sandi
Hutchinson

THE BOARD FOR “LE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL” FORMS THEIR CONTINGENCY PLAN
SHOULD THE WEATHER REFUSE TO CO-OPERATE FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW.

“American Idol.  
I’ve always 
wanted to be 
on that show.”

Rachel
Roehr

“My Big Fat 
Obnoxious Fi-
ancé. It was very 
funny.”

Sandy
Plue

“Extreme Elimi-
nation. It was a 
cool show.”

Mary
Hunter-Rhodes

“Survivor. Our 
children really 
like it. It’s kind 
of a family af-
fair.”
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Media all in a lather over same-sex marriage non-issue

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What’s the point of 
a survey if council 
doesn’t follow it?

▼ See DECISION page 10

To the Editor,
The next time Coun. 

Pat McLean wants to do 
something her way, she 
should let us all know, up-
front. Why did I bother to 
think about this issue, fill 
out the survey and mail it 
back? Thanks for wasting 
my time and effort!

The township sent out a 
survey last fall to collect 
opinions on the sidewalk 
snow-clearing issue. This 
took staff time and effort, 
and our money. A small 
number of people took 
the time to respond to the 
survey. The rest didn’t 
see it or maybe read the 
survey and didn’t care 
enough to respond. When 
someone doesn’t respond 
to a survey such as this, I 

think the last thing some-
one should assume is that 
they want big changes 
– but why not double the 
cost.

Of those that replied, 
the majority said leave 
things along. (read: no 
more taxes) Did McLean 
not understand the mes-
sage we were sending? 
Did she think she knew 
better, or can she see a 
business opportunity 
here? I doubt it.

Did McLean do a cost 
analysis on her proposi-
tion? Or was the sugges-
tion of cost ($6 now and 
$12 next year) a non-issue. 
(read: we’ll just raise the 
cost again if we can’t do 
it for the original price). 
Even staff told council 
you get what you pay for, 
and that ain’t much at $6 
or even $12 per house. 

As any member of 
the medical pro-
fession will con-

fess, all the brethren in 
the doctor gig know who 
are the lazy doctors and 
the incompetent doctors.

Just as, in the legal 
trade, other lawyers 
will tell you who of their 
brothers are the most de-
spicable and downright 
layabouts in their profes-
sion. It takes one to know 
one.

And so, as a living and 
breathing card-carrying 
member of the black art 
– as Kipling called it – of 
journalism, this scrib-
bler must admit to being 
appalled, and embar-
rassed, by the conduct of 
my mates over these past 
many months.

This would be because of 
the inordinate amounts 
of innocent forests being 
devastated to provide for 
the front-page newsprint 
dedicated to the subject 
of same-sex marriage. I 
doubt the Holocaust got 
such coverage.

Canadian newspapers 
got their knickers into 
a knot over the subject, 
worrying and chewing 
over the bone whether 
Parliament or the Su-
preme Court should have 
the jurisdiction over this 
crucial decision that ap-
parently was more im-
portant than the separa-
tion of Quebec or whether 
Paul Martin was actually 
a serious man.

All of the serious re-
search has shown that 
the number of gays and 
lesbians in our popula-
tion – both Canada and 
the United States, leav-
ing Latvia out of it – is at 
the most five per cent of 
all of us.

(We will leave aside, 
for the moment, how my 
mates in the media have 
allowed homosexuals to 
have kidnapped and sto-
len the heretofore good 
word “gay” – which The 
New Webster Encyclo-
pedic Dictionary of the 
English Language de-
fines as “of Teutonic ori-

gin, swift, excellent, ex-
cited with merriment or 
delight, merry, sportive, 
frolicsome” and on and 
on. Why destroy a good 
word? I digress.)

The point is that the 95 
per cent of Canadians 
who are heterosexual 
– dare I mention the word 
– were surely puzzled 
over the amount of other-
wise dull newsprint was 
dedicated to this press-
ing problem. Was this 
really the most pressing 
problem troubling the 
Ottawa Press Gallery?

One supposes it would 
take more effort than 
reading Supreme Court 
judgments for the fellow 
scribblers to actually 
chase how much Cana-
dian tax our new prime 
minister avoided paying 
by having his little ships 
registered in far-off tax 

havens. And how this 
compares, ahem, to how 
much Frank Stronach 
saved in moving his mil-
lions to another tax ha-
ven in Switzerland.

It gets worse. The Econ-
omist, the most serious 
magazine in the world 
out of London, has as its 
cover story this week: 
The Case for Gay Mar-
riage. It is based on the 
vow of President Dubya 
Bush that he is going to 
press for a constitutional 
amendment to ban gay 
marriage.

Which, as all the wise 
American academics 
and pundits point out, is 
nonsense. The shrewd 
Founding Fathers of the 
globe’s greatest democ-
racy – Washington and 
Jefferson and the gang 
– knew what they were 
doing. An amendment 

to the U.S. constitution 
requires not only a ma-
jority agreement from 
both houses of Congress 
but also an okay from 
two-thirds of the states. 
As Sam Goldwyn used to 
say: “In two words – Im 
Possible.”

Dubya, of course, knows 
this too. He is simply 
(because his handlers 
have explained it to him) 
that he has to play to his 
fundamentalist Chris-
tian flock, mainly in the 
South, to beat off – while 
his polls are dropping 
– the rising Senator John 
Kerry, who looks like an 
Abe Lincoln who can’t 
enjoy a drink.

While the Prez tries to 
play this fake constitu-
tional card, we might 
remember that the Brits, 
who are the mothers of 
our own Trudeau-invent-
ed paper, still do not have 
a written, enshrined con-
stitution. They just, as 
with their cooking, mud-
dle through.

AND ANOTHER 

THING: While Lord 
Black of Crossdressing 
has being whipped by a 
solid judge in Delaware, 
where all the corpora-
tions bank their fortunes, 
Barbara Amiel Black has 
been carrying on an in-
explicable, never-ending 
letters-to-editor war with 
The Spectator, the most 
intelligent magazine ever 
(and still “owned” by her 
husband) over a dinner 
party six years ago where 
they turfed out a poor 
maiden who had been in-
vited only to fill an empty 
chair.

One John Hart, of Mal-
vern, Worcestershire, 
has written The Specta-
tor. “Sir: Barbara Amiel 
Black would have done 
herself a good turn by 
taking a tip from Disrae-
li: “never explain.”

In fact, what Disraeli 
said was, “Never explain. 
Never complain.” Bobby 
Kennedy, the nasty in the 
Kennedy clan, expanded 
that: “Never explain. Nev-
er complain. Get even.”

MAKE YOURSELF HEARD - VOICE AN OPINION, WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.
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That was then. This is now.

What can we expect next 
year when the snow flies 
and our sidewalks are 
still snow covered, yet 
the township has our 
money? Can I phone in 
and get mine done right 
away? Fat chance.

I would like someone 
on council to tell us what 
has to be done to reverse 
this short-sighted and ul-
timately costly decision? 

Mark Brown
St. Jacobs

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Stone Crock Bakery  (519) 664-3612
1402 King St., St. Jacobs

The sap is running ~ the season is here!

New York Strip Loin Steaks...............$6.99 lb.

Fresh Farmers Sausage....................$1.99 lb.

Boneless Pork Loin Roast.................$4.49 lb.

Deli Sliced
Roast Beef and Roast Pork................$5.99 lb.

Deli Sliced Baked Meat Loaves...........$3.99 lb.

Marble Cheese..............................$5.69 lb.

Specials: March 8 to 12

STONE CROCK

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

zzaJ 1430 King St., St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m.-4 p.m. at ....

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Homestyle soup, Waterloo County Salad Bar,
French toast, apple bread pudding,

build-your-own waffles and omelette stations,
Maple Dijon Ham, roast beef,

herbed roasted chicken with mango pineapple salsa,
Stone Crock Farmers Sausage and bacon

decadent tortes & fresh pies
• Adults $12.99

• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
5-8 yrs  $5.99, 9-12 yrs  $7.99)

Served 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mon. & Tues. 5 -7pm

Includes soup, 
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

$11.99

EARLY BIRD
Evening Buffet

(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Maple Syrup 
Muffins

A sweet spring treat made
with local maple syrup

Our political leaders 
often amaze with 
their unrivalled 

ability to practice “situ-
ational ethics”. They dis-
play one ethical standard 
while in opposition, and 
then completely abandon 
that standard as soon as 
they achieve power. By 
way of example, let us 
look at the case of Ontar-
io Finance Minister Greg 
Sorbara.

Sorbara is on the hot 
seat for waiting over two 
months to disclose the 
fact that Royal Group 
Technologies, a company 
on whose Board of Direc-
tors he served for the ten 
years before being sworn 
in as a minister, was un-
der investigation by both 
the police and the Ontar-
io Securities Commission 
(OSC). The fact that, as 
Minister of Finance, he 
was responsible for over-
seeing the very body con-
ducting the investigation 
into alleged financial ir-
regularities at Royal did 
not appear to trouble him 
until the investigation 
became public. 

On February 26, Sorbara 
declared that “while the 
OSC’s investigation is be-
ing conducted I’ve asked 
the premier to assign an-
other minister responsi-
bility for the OSC.” This 
decision was endorsed 
in a letter to Sorbara by 

Integrity Commissioner 
Coulter Osborne, but the 
letter merely raised more 
questions. Why didn’t he 
ask for this reassignment 
of responsibilities as soon 
as he became aware of 
the investigation. Clearly 
something that is a con-
flict of interest on Febru-
ary 26 was just as real a 
conflict of interest on De-
cember 22.

Premier Dalton Mc-
Guinty vigorously de-
fended Sorbara’s decision 
to stop short of a resigna-
tion, “He is not the sub-
ject of an investigation,” 
the Premier told a news 
conference. “And the 
commitment he has made 
to me and to the Ontario 
public is that, should he 
become the subject of an 
investigation, then he 
will step aside from his 
ministerial responsibili-
ties.” It’s not clear what 
would have to happen 
for McGuinty to consider 
Sorbara part of the inves-
tigation. For ten years 
(ending October 2003), 
he sat on the company’s 
Board of Directors. For 
at least eight years he 
sat on its Audit Commit-
tee, overseeing the very 
transactions that are 
now the subject of an in-
vestigation.

McGuinty also justified 
Sorbara’s delay in dis-
closing the investigation 

and giving up responsi-
bility for the OSC. “My 
understanding is there 
is an Ontario securities 
regulation which prohib-
its him from disclosing 
information to anybody 
until it has been dis-
closed by the company 
itself,” McGuinty said.  
But, it turns out there is 
no such rule. “We know 
of no impediment in 
the securities laws that 
would have stopped the 
minister from going to 
the premier, let’s say, or 
the integrity commis-
sioner,” said OSC spokes-
woman Wendy Dey. 

So why would Sorbara 
sit on this kind of ex-
plosive information for 
two months, while con-
tinuing to supervise the 
workings of the Securi-
ties Commission. Surely 
the decision to keep quiet 
couldn’t be related to the 
fact that both Sorbara 
and his wife continue 
to hold shares in Royal 
Group. After the inves-
tigation was disclosed, 
those shares dropped 19.5 
per cent to $13.98 on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange, 
following a day-long trad-
ing halt on Wednesday. 

Still Sorbara continues 
to insist that “in every 
single step on this mat-
ter, I’ve done the right 
thing. It would be foolish 
of me to consider step-
ping down, and second-
ly, it would damage the 
way our political system 
works.”

But, last summer, Sor-
bara had a much different 
understanding of how the 
political system should 
work. Then, he thought 
that Conservative Agri-
culture Minister Helen 
Johns should resign 
over problems with the 
meat inspection system 
that resulted in poten-
tially hazardous meat 
being sold throughout 
the province. According 
to Sorbara, the key issue 
was “why it took months 
before the public was 
alerted” – which seems 
to be precisely the issue 
in the current scandal. 
He was absolutely right 
to demand her resigna-
tion then; he should be 
demanding his own res-
ignation now.

Way back in 1991, Greg 
Sorbara had an even 
harsher view of what con-
stituted a conflict of inter-

est and the importance 
of cabinet resignations. 
After two NDP minis-
ters (Shelley Martel and 
Anne Swarbrick) admit-
ted writing letters on be-
half of constituents who 
had made complaints to 
the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Sorbara 
would settle for nothing 
less than their heads on 
a platter. He railed about 
the issue at a Queen’s 
Park committee hear-
ing: “The Premier said it 
was okay and he was not 
going to accept the resig-

nations of the ministers, 
because, after all, their 
actions did not further 
their private interests. 
They did not profit from 
it. Well, heavens, if we 
now need clear evidence 
of personal profit before 
a minister steps down, 
having tried to interfere 
with the administration 
of justice, we have really 
gone downhill in On-
tario.” Yes, Greg, we re-
ally have gone downhill 
in Ontario. Congratula-
tions for your part in 
that.

To the editor,
You know, I really 

miss the “My Side of the 
Dam.”

All of our great humor-
ist legacies live on when 
they retire (does this 
mean they were tired al-
ready once before?) and 
they keep on rerunning 
their strip or articles for 
us to reread and laugh 
and to enjoy.

So its on this note I 
would like to say I would 
like to see reruns of the 
“My Side of the Dam.”

I don’t think I would be 
alone on this thought.

Michael Nicholson
Elmira

Readers looking for 
some of those “dam” 
reruns... please

Decision by council to 
opt for costly snow 
removal short-sighted

Continued from page 9

UNCLE BOB
Fun with controversy,
weekly only from your 

Woolwich Observer
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It takes money to make money Development feeds Woolwich coffers     Taking sick days to the bank
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computer wholesaler
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HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $399!
WE ALSO DO

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES

P3 933 DELL
• 128 mb ram

• 20 gb hard drive
• CD-ROM

• Windows 2000

$349
Compaq P4 • 2.6 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows XP
• Brand New
• 1 Year Warranty

$849

Dell P4 • 1.8 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows
   2000 Pro

$649

• 17” Flat Monitor
ONLY $100

• 19” Flat Monitor
ONLY $160

• 21” Flat Monitor
ONLY $250

ADD AN
AFFORDABLE

MONITOR

DUB-L-E 
AUTO 

SERVICE
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DUB-L-E 
AUTO 

SERVICE
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After spending years 
teaching people the 
ins and outs of run-
ning a Home Hard-

ware, Krista Ruppel is getting 
a firsthand taste. Ruppel offi-
cially took the ownership reins 
of Elmira Home Hardware 
Monday, after purchasing the 
store from longtime owners 
John and Margaret Pettie.

“It’s been like home coming 
the last two weeks; seeing ev-
eryone and catching up with 
people,” the Elmira native said 
of the time she’s spent prepar-
ing for the purchase. Prior to 
Monday’s deal closure, Ruppel 
was a dealer trainer with the 
company’s corporate office.

“They’ve (Home Hardware 
corporate office) always known 
that I wanted my own store; it’s 
always been a bit of a joke. Quite 
a few of the dealers, when they 
heard, they weren’t surprised. 
They’ve been very supportive.

“I love the people aspect of it 
and the customer service,” she 
said of what drew her to her lat-
est challenge.

Ruppel spent the past four years 
training dealers for the Home 
Furniture division, teaching op-
erators how to work the systems 
and making sure they’re up and 
running properly. She did the 
same for Home Hardware deal-
ers for four years prior to that.

However, her introduction to 

A Home-coming, of sorts
New owner of Elmira Home Hardware store has deep roots in the business

the store came 18 years ago, 
when Ruppel was working as a 
part-time clerk for the Petties.

“I used to assemble the barbe-
cues and do all the [little] jobs 
like that,” she recalled with a 
laugh.

And while there had been sever-
al opportunities to own her own 
Home Hardware in the years 
since, this is the one location 

she’s always wanted – though 
the store was actually on Arthur 
Street, under the Weichel Hard-
ware moniker, when she worked 
there.

“There’s been lots of opportu-
nities to move, but with my kids 
being the ages that they are, I 
didn’t want to move. I wanted 
to be in my hometown, where I 
knew people,” she said, noting 

she and her family live in St. Ja-
cobs now.

Her family is also eager to join 
the Home Hardware force, Rup-
pel added.

“The children are anxious 
to get into the store too. My 
daughter (Cassy) is 13 and she’s 
just anxious to get in and stock 
shelves and help out. My little 
guy (Erik, 8) just loves Radio 

Shack. He thinks he should have 
a desk over there,” she said, 
pointing to the electronics sec-
tion.

Her husband, Chris, will also 
play a role, though he’s em-
ployed full-time outside the 
store.

This is not the first time the 
Ruppels have had a stake in the 
business. While it started as M. 
Weichel Hardware 125 years 
ago, the Ruppels were in with 
the Weichels, she explained.

“The Ruppels and Weichels 
were actually partners,” she 
said, adding the Weichel family 
had full ownership for the ma-
jority of the store’s existence.

“It’s kind of neat that it’s come 
back to the Ruppels.”

While things will pretty much 
stay the same inside the store, 
one thing Ruppel is hoping will 
take off is a line of new in-store 
seminars she plans to start later 
this month, free of charge. Top-
ics will change seasonably, but 
seminars will be held on Satur-
days or Thursdays, depending 
on schedule availability.

“Each of the department heads 
will be asked to come up with 
seminar topics that they think 
consumers would like to do 
hands-on,” she said, highlight-
ing a Mar. 25 seminar dedicated 
to Nutra brand products; non-
chemical fertilizers and other 
related products. “Every month 
we’re going to focus on a depart-
ment. Everything will be time 
sensitive.”

GOOD TO BE HOME  The Elmira Home Hardware is now under the guidance of new owner Krista Ruppel (above), who worked 
at the store part-time as a clerk 18 years ago. 

Woolwich Township increased its investment holdings by 17.3 per cent 
in 2003, to $8.8 million from $7.5 million in 2002, director of finance Dan 
Chapman reported to council Mar. 2. For the year, the overall yield on 
Woolwich’s investment portfolio was 3.41 per cent.

Also on the rise was the balance in Woolwich’s development charges re-
serve fund, which stood at $1.15 million at year’s end, up from $835,000 
on Jan. 1, 2003. The money, collected under bylaw from new developments 
in the township, is used to fund projects created by expansion.

As part of its human resources policy review, Woolwich Township is 
looking at the potential financial liability of its current sick-leave plan. 
Right now, employees can bank unused sick days (some 18 a year are 
permitted) indefinitely. Council this week questionned the practice.

RICHARD VIVIAN



12    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • FARM SAFETY • MARCH 6, 2004

BIG BALE SAFETY

Much of Ontario’s hay crop is 
now harvested as large bales. 
Adoption of big package hay-
ing systems has been very 
rapid, largely because of the 
major labour savings it pro-
vides.
Along with the big bale ben-

efits have come a number of 
hazards. The equipment used 
for large bale formation and 
handling harbours familiar 
dangers that are associated 
with all farm machinery. Round 
balers do feature some unique 
hazards, and the horsepower 
involved is usually greater 
than was required with more 
traditional, small, square bal-
ing systems.
However, the biggest risk -

and the one responsible for 
most of the serious injuries 
and deaths — is the physical 
nature of the balers them-
selves. A compact package of 
hay or straw weighing from 
500 pounds to 1.5 tons (225 
kg -1300 kg) definitely poses 
some threat to human life 
and limb at every stage of 
handling! And because some 

bales are round, they can roll 
relatively freely and will gain 
momentum if the path of trav-
el is downhill.

Equipment manuals 
should be part of every 
farm’s safety program.

KNOWLEDGE IS CRUCIAL
It is every farmer’s respon-

sibility to know the specific 
requirements, precautions and 
hazards associated with a par-
ticular operation. The manual 
that is provided with every 
piece of equipment is the pri-
mary source of information on 
safe, efficient operation. Any-
one who runs the machinery 
should review this material. 
It is the responsibility of the 
farm owner or manager to 
make sure that all employees 
are well trained in the opera-
tion of equipment they will be 
using.

Never attempt to clean, lu-
bricate, or adjust the baler 
unless the tractor engine is 
turned off, the pro disen-
gaged, and the ignition key 
removed .
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“We don’t always get a second 
chance to do it safely”

664-3701
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ELMIRA
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122 Church St. W. 
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6 Church St. W. Elmira
(519) 669-1555

“Supporting Our  
Community”
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Safety for aging farmers

FARM SAFETY WEEK - MARCH 10-17, 2004

Aging is a naturally occurring 
process that has important 
implications for agricultural 
safety and health.
Although many senior farm-

ers and farm workers make 
some allowances for age re-
lated reductions in physical 
strength, speed, agility, sight 
and hearing, they can no lon-
ger handle some routine work 
tasks.
Injury data and anecdotal 

evidence suggest that senior 
farmers become more suscep-
tible to work-related injuries 
as they move into their 60s.
Age-Related Changes as Risk 

Factors in Farm Fatalities Age-
related sensory and physical 
impairments occur among 
senior farm operators at vari-
ous rates. Eyesight, hearing, 
balance, muscle strength, 
and reaction time may remain 
good for some individuals who 
are well beyond age 65, while 
becoming significantly poorer 
in others.

VISION
As a person ages, there is a 

gradual decline in the ability 
of the eye to detect normal 
environmental stimuli.
Generally, to see objects as 

clearly as they did when they 
were age 20, many 45-year- 
olds need four times as much 

light. By age 60, the amount 
of light required to see clearly 
is double that needed by 45-
year-olds.

HEARING
Another change associated 

with aging is hearing loss. All 
people eventually suffer some 
hearing loss as a result of 
aging, ear disease, and expo-
sure to loud noises.

SENSE OF BALANCE
An individual’s sense of 

balance is controlled by 
specialized structures (the 
vestibular system) located in 
the inner ear. With aging, the 
vestibular system becomes 
less effective in sensing body 
position and movement, 
thereby increasing the po-
tential risk of falls for older 
persons.

SAFETY & HEALTH SUG-
GESTIONS FOR WORKING 
SENIOR FARMERS
Generally speaking, reduc-

ing or controlling injury risks 
and hazards is not any differ-
ent for senior farmers than 
for any other age group of 
farmers.
It is better to make physi-

cal changes to the working 
environment to completely 
remove or lessen exposure to 
hazards than to rely upon an 
individual’s behavior around 

the hazard.
Suggestions that seem par-

ticularly pertinent to senior 
farmers’ safety and health 
include:
• Increase lighting levels 

in barns and other buildings 
to accommodate the vision 
needs of older farmers.
• Ensure that all steps, stairs, 

and handrails are of excellent 
quality and well lighted with 
switches at both ends of stairs 
and by all entrances
• Put non-slip surfaces on 

walkways and steps where 
possible.
• Have easily operated or 

maneuvered fence gates, 
building doors, and animal 
handling devices.
• Use properly fitted and 

easily accessible personal pro-
tection devices.
With the large percentage of 

tractor-related fatalities. it is 
imperative that senior farmers 
pay special attention to their 
ability to operate a tractor 
safely.
To reduce tractor operation 

risks, farmers might:
• Consider trading in older, 

less safe tractors for newer, 
safer models.
• Retro-fit older tractors, 

when possible, with ROPS and 
a seat belt
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JONES FEED MILLS 
LTD.

Linwood (519) 698-2082 
Heidelberg - (519) 699-5200
Wroxeter- (519) 335-3555

or 1-800-265-8735 638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

Make Safety Your First Priority

WOODRILL FARMS LTD
R.R.#2 Guelph, ON

519-821-1018
1-800-461-1018

Crop Services & Supplies • Grain Elevator
Grain Sales, call John 
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Phone  (519) 698-9933

Toll Free  1-877-698-9933
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10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

UPCOMING EVENTS
KARAOKE EVERY THURS.

(8:00 PM - 12:00 AM)

SAT. MAR. 6th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

DAVE’S
NOT HERE

PERFORMING COVER SONGS FROM THE TRAGICALLY HIP, 
CREED, NICKELBACK, METALLICA, VAN HALEN AND MORE!

SAT. MAR. 13th
(10:00 PM - 2:00 AM)

ALLISTON 
FLYTE

FEATURING BRIAN VOLMER FROM HELIX!

30 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
(519) 669-9028

PERFORMING COVER SONGS FROM THE 70s TO TODAY!

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks vaulted their way 
through to the second 

round of the Junior Develop-
ment playoffs this week, defeat-
ing the St. George Dukes in five 
games.   

Wellesley finished off the se-
ries on home ice Mar. 3, sneak-
ing past St. George by a score 
of 2-1; the Applejacks ended the 
round 4-1 and are now gearing 
up to face the Tavistock Braves, 
who finished the regular sea-
son in first place.

“Someone once said to me 
that it wouldn’t be the spring if 
Tavistock and Wellesley didn’t 
play,” Applejacks’ coach Chip 
Seiling said referring to the 
notorious rivalry between the 
two clubs. “So now that’s what 
we got, and we’re looking for-
ward to it.”

Tavistock secured first spot 
in the regular season, heading 
the standings with 61 points. 
Wellesley came in a distant 
second place, rounding off the 
season with 45 points.

“They’re definitely going to 
be a tough team to beat. [Ta-
vistock] was a great team all 
season, finishing first place in 
our division. They skate well, 
they have good goaltending 
and their coaching staff is re-
ally smart. So we will have to 
be on top of our game,” Seiling 
noted.

The Jacks had a relatively 

Applejacks advance to round 2
Wellesley moves on to face longstanding rivals, the Tavistock Braves

easy time qualifying for round 
two by defeating St. George. 
Wednesday night’s game fit 
that mold. Wellesley took com-
mand of the first period right 
from the start, keeping the 
puck deep within their oppo-
nent’s zone.

The Applejacks took control 
of the scoreboard with 14:55 
remaining in the period, when 
defencemen Nathan Steffler 
tipped a rebound past the pads 
of the Dukes goaltender.

The goal managed to briefly 

wake up the Dukes, who led a 
charge against the Wellesley 
squad. However, despite the 
determined level of play, the 
Jacks thwarted their oppo-
nent’s efforts – bagging their 
second goal late in the first.

As a result of a defensive error 
by the Dukes’ back line, Welles-
ley’s Bryan Veitch intercepted a 
pass and bolted it into the back 
of the net at 5:04. 

“I’m pleased with the way we 
started the game. We started off 
real strong; we had legs and the 

boys fought real hard to take 
control of the ice,” said Seiling. 

The two first period goals 
proved to be enough for the 
Applejacks, with the defence 
neutralizing the opposition’s 
attack for the remainder of the 
game.

“The energy was definitely 
running high in the first pe-
riod,” Seiling said noting 
that his bench was flat as the 
match progressed. “But per-
haps because it was a week-
day game our guys were a bit 

off and had trouble regaining 
their composure in the second 
and third periods.”

St. George managed to pull 
one back with 5:26 remain-
ing in the second period. The 
Dukes scored their only goal 
while shorthanded.  

Seiling stressed that, despite 
winning the series convinc-
ingly, St. George was a formi-
dable opponent.  

“Those guys over there they 
have a really [great] hockey 
club,” Seiling said referring to 
the Dukes’ squad. “They skate 
well and if you’re not on top of 
your game, you’re not going to 
come out with the win.” 

“These were two pretty close 
teams,” Dukes’ coach Dan 
Fergus told the Observer. “The 
games could have gone either 
way. In fact, one mistake by 
either team and the series 
(could have) turned around.”

Seiling said that a huge fac-
tor in Wellesley’s success in 
this series has been the in-
spirational play of the Jacks’ 
goaltender Kevin Basler.

“Basler has been playing 
awesome for us. He’s been 
back now for about a month 
and a half from knee surgery 
and he’s been just dynamite. 
It’s been really good to see. 
He’s been playing really hard; 
doing everything he’s told and 
putting in extra effort and it’s 
all coming together for him 
now.”

Basler had a busy night, stop-

In six games, the Elora Rocks Senior AA hockey team – compete with 
it’s 11 Woolwich-based players – downed the Milverton 4-Wheel Drives 
last weekend, clearing the way to the Western Ontario semi-finals. The 
competition and scheduling has yet to be announced.

The Kitchener Dutchmen have taken the early lead in their Midwestern Ju-
nior B semifinal series against the Cambridge Winterhawks, downing them 
2-1 in overtime Tuesday. The series winner will face off against the winner 
of the Elmira versus Stratford series, which started last night.

The same day the Elmira Sugar Kings put an end to the Owen Sound 
Greys playoff chase, one of the team’s executives stepped down. Greys 
director of hockey operations Jim McCoubrey handed in his resignation 
Feb. 27.

A CONVINCING WIN  The Wellesley Applejacks advanced to round two of the Junior Development league playoffs Mar. 3, 
defeating the St. George Dukes 4-1. The Jacks won Wednesday’s game 2-1, and will now face the Tavistock Braves. 

See JACKS page 16

PETER CRISCIONE
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Heading to the semi-finals Keeping an eye on the competition Time to step down
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Making a fashion statement with bear-proof suits
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Winter Maintenance Service

Let our team make sure
your vehicle is ready for

anything this winter. 

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

THE EASY WAY TO GET THE QUALITY, EXPERT CARE YOUR VEHICLE DESERVES.
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A while ago, a west-
ern inventor was 
boasting about 

the latest bear-proof suit 
that he had developed. 
Called the Ursus Mark 
V, it is a combination of 
chain mail, Kevlar and 
other space-age materi-
als. Having said that, 
he’s still reasonably sure 
that a grizzly could open 
it up like a sardine can, 
leaving the person inside 
with very little room to 
run – hence the limited 
warranty and warning 
labels.

Yet, by all accounts, this 
Robo-cop-like suit is suc-
cessful for the simple rea-
son that big bruins are 
terrified by the look of it. 
They won’t go near the 
inventor when he’s wear-

ing it.
To which I say: big deal! 

Not only do I have sever-
al suits that would scare 
away bears, but I’ve got a 
few neckties as well. And 
I’m pretty sure that if I 
wore the worst of them, 
a hungry bear wouldn’t 
come near me even if I 
were smothered in honey 
and wearing a necklace 
of salmon heads. Then 
again, this would be the 
same reaction I got from 
eligible women when, as 
a bachelor, I field-tested 
these suits. 

Of course, black bears 
and grizzlies are not Ko-
diak bears just as school-
girls and girlfriends are 
not mothers-in-law. The 
inventor found this out 
the hard way when test-

ing his suit in a cage that 
was home to a 535-kilo-
gram Kodiak. Upon en-
tering, the bear rapidly 
approached and stared 
him down at 15 centime-
tres. As the animal’s hot 
breath blow-dried hair 
that probably stood on 
end, I’m sure that the 
inventor answered the 
human equivalent of the 
question about what a 
bear does in the woods. I 
know I would.

But where as the Ursus 
Mark V failed miserably 
when confronted with a 
giant Kodiak bear, I’m 

sure that my old purple 
velour jacket and bright 
yellow polyester tie 
would have had that bear 
hightailing back to his 
den, and for less than 
half the price.

I always called it my 
lucky suit anyway, and 
this new research just jus-
tifies the reason for that.

Personally, I think it’s 
great that an inventor has 
stumbled on a safe way 
to deal with bears that 
doesn’t involve a slower 
travelling companion 
and running shoes. Af-
ter all, I’m not as fast as 

I used to be.
But I still have to won-

der about the wisdom 
of thinking that a mere 
suit can scare off a de-
termined predatory at-
tack. And I speak from 
experience here, as I did 
run into limited success 
while dating one of my 
sister’s friends.

Yet, I suppose that 
crimes against fashion 
can also translate into 
crimes against nature. 
Which leaves the ethical 
question: do we have the 
right to walk through the 
bush wearing such hor-
rid clothing?

Personally, I’m going to 
take a stand against this. 
From now on, my out-
doors attire will not of-
fend so much as a skunk 

– although I’m not guar-
anteeing anything about 
my cologne.

And when it comes to 
bears I’m just going to 
depend on a surge of 
adrenalin and a few hasty 
‘Our Fathers’ to get me 
through. As I always have. 
Because, you know, when 
it gets right down to it, 
I’m not one who condones 
cruelty to animals. And, 
if a bear did somehow 
manage to break land-
speed records and catch 
me, as it took a bite to 
ascertain whether or not 
I was edible, maybe it’s 
just vanity, but I wouldn’t 
want to leave bad taste in 
its mouth. Though, if he 
caught me by the seat of 
the pants, I don’t think I 
could guarantee that ...

MORTGAGES
BELOW POSTED BANK RATES� �
1st & 2nd MORTGAGES • RESIDENTIAL 

COMMERCIAL • APARTMENT BUILDINGS
INVESTMENT • DEBT CONSOLIDATION

DON TAYLOR
CIMBL,  Mortgage Consultant

���������������������� (519) 669-0004
www.mortgageintelligence . ca
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The Elmira Sugar 
Kings are hoping 
to continue their 
winning ways 

as they prepare to face 
the league’s top team; 
the Stratford Cullitons, 
in round two of the Mid-
Western Junior B play-
offs.

However, coming out 
of the series on top may 
prove to be an uphill bat-
tle, as Elmira was unable 
to beat Stratford during 

Kings on to second round
Elmira defeats Owen Sound in fi ve, prepares to face top-ranked Stratford

the regular season – los-
ing all fi ve meetings.  

The Kings managed to 
sail their way through 
to the second round of 
the championship con-
test last week, defeating 
Owen Sound 4-1.

Elmira fi nished off their 
fi rst round opponents 
convincingly, winning 
three of their last four 
games against the Grays 
by scores of 5-1, 6-2 and 5-
2. The Kings also won the 
playoff opener 3-2 Feb. 
20. 

The team “didn’t go into 

the series feeling that we 
were the underdogs. We 
thought we matched up 
well against Owen Sound 
and obviously the results 
showed that,” Kings’ 
coach John East said. “So 
we are certainly pleased 
with what we have ac-
complished.

“But that is over and 
done with and now it’s on 
to round two.”

With the fi rst round 
fi rmly behind them, the 
Kings are looking to keep 
their spirits high as they 
prepare to face Stratford.

“The team is really 
positive right now. We 
haven’t beat them (Strat-
ford) all season, but right 
now we are in a position 
to prove to both Stratford 
and to ourselves that we 
can beat them.

“I know in my mind that 
if we continue to keep the 
momentum going and 
have everyone playing to 
the best of their capabili-
ties then we can come out 
of this on top.”

The Cullitons secured 
fi rst place in the regular 
season with 86 points – 38 

points ahead of the Sugar 
Kings.

The regular season 
league leaders managed 
to only lose three games 
all year.

And that seemed to 
translate in the post sea-
son as Stratford blew 
passed fi rst round oppo-
nents Brantford, taking 
the series in four straight 
games.

“I expect it’s going to be 
a tough series. Elmira 
has certainly shown that 
they are ready to play by 
defeating Owen Sound in 
fi ve games and that has 
given them a lot of confi -
dence,” Cullitons’ presi-
dent Don MacArthur 
said. “Playing the Kings 
in Elmira has always 
been a hard task and this 
series won’t be easy.”

MacArthur added that 
despite being the favor-
ites against the Sugar 
Kings, the team is not let-
ting their position get to 
their heads.

“Right now we are qui-
etly confi dent and are not 
boastful in anyway,” Ma-
cArthur said of his team’s 
momentum. “We know 
that the regular season 
doesn’t mean anything at 
this point and anything 
can happen.”

In order to keep the 
playoff drive going, East 
said his team’s success 
in the next round would 
largely depend on how 
successful the squad is in 
maintaining a high level 

of consistency.
The Kings’ front man said 

although Elmira passed 
the fi rst round with rela-
tive ease, his players must 
“keep their eye on the 
puck, and not lose concen-
tration or get lazy. 

“I think consistency 
will be a major factor in 
how this series ends up,” 
East said. “There’s going 
to be momentum swings 
throughout the series and 
if we’re on a good wave 
then we have to do our 
best to take advantage of 
that. On the other hand, 
if Stratford is on a good 
[roll], then we have to do 
our best to hold the fort 
until the team regains its 
composure.

“We feel good about our-
selves but it’s going to 
take all 20 players [play-
ing well] every night if 
we are going to have a 
chance.”

East also noted that his 
team’s offence will also 
have to step up their 
game against a relentless 
Stratford defence if they 
are to have a chance at 
taking the series. 

“Our top point-getters  
have to go out there and 
(score) against the best 
team in the league,” East 
said speaking of Jeremy 
Machin, Ryan Benesch 
and Tyler Johnston. “If 
those guys don’t show up 
(play to their full poten-
tial) in this next series 
then we’ll have a really 
tough time.”   

ping a total of 28 shots.
Goaltending, Seiling 

added, will also be the 
determining factor in 
the next round against 
the Braves.

“If you have a steady 
goaltender, it gives your 
defense confi dence and 
everyone seems to just 
concentrate on playing 
their positions.” 

As for the team’s chanc-

es of traversing the next 
round, Seiling said it 
would all depend on the 
Jacks ability to keep up 
a high level of energy.

“When we play with 
energy, we seem to skate 
really well and move 
the puck really well and 
eventually everything 
comes together,” he said. 
“I’m really pleased with 
the way things turned 
out.” 

Continued from page 15

Jacks to face Braves

UP CLOSE  The 
Wellesley Applejacks 
neutralized St. 
George’s offence at 
bay Mar. 3,  holding 
on to win 2-1.  

PETER CRISCIONE
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The coming March 
break will be filled 
with new experi-

ences and familiar games 
for Elmira’s Mackenzie 
Bauman. The local hock-
ey player is preparing to 
take off to Japan during 
the break as a member of 
the Waterloo Minor Ban-
tam AAA Wolves club.

The team is participat-
ing in the annual Toyota 
Hockey Challenge, which 
alternates between send-
ing local teams to Japan 
and bringing Japanese 
teams here for a pair of 
exhibition games. The ve-
hicle manufacturer picks 
up all the costs associated 
with the trip.

“It’s going to be real excit-
ing,” the 13-year-old said of 
the coming trip. “There’s 
so much that I’m excited 
about. The hockey will be 
fun, playing against a to-
tally different culture.”

Waterloo won the oppor-
tunity to visit Tomakom-
ai, Japan (in the northern 
part of the country) after 
winning a local tourna-
ment in December. 

This will be Bauman’s 
first trip to Japan and he’s 
looking forward to not 
only lacing up in another 
country, but checking out 

Hockey Challenge
Local player heading to Japan for March break exhibition

the culture – for which 
much of the trip is dedi-
cated.

“Apparently the rinks 
are big … and they’re re-
ally fast,” Bauman said of 
the differences in hockey 
styles. “We asked if we 
could hit them and (the 
organizers) said ‘yeah, but 
you have to catch them 
first.’”

In the event’s five-year 
history, the Japanese team 
has never lost. The Toma-
komai youth take their 
hockey very seriously, 
added Toyota spokesper-
son Mari MacNeil.

“It’s very similar to Cam-
bridge. The kids have 
a passion for hockey … 
hockey is huge in Toma-
komai and it is in tri-city 
region as well,” she said, 
noting the exchange be-
gan as a way to celebrate 
the Cambridge plant’s 
working relationship with 
Toyota Motors Hokkaida, 
in Tomakomai.

“Hockey made sense be-
cause in both towns, that 
was the primary sport of 
the youth.”

Bauman’s mother, Miri-
am, will accompany him 
on the trip, as will most of 
the other hockey players’ 
parents.

“My wife likes travel-
ling, so this is great. You 
can’t beat an all-expenses 
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paid trip, except for souve-
nirs,” commented father 
Harry Bauman. “I think 
this is great. It’ll be an ex-
perience of a lifetime for 
him.”

While two days will be 
spent at the arena, the rest 
of the trip is dedicated to in-
troducing the local youths 
to Japanese culture. The 
Baumans will spend one 
of the days with a host 
family from the hockey 
team there. Additional 
time is scheduled to visit a 
number of landmarks and 
generally learning a few 
things about Japanese cul-
ture and traditions. 

A team of translators 
will accompany the locals 
to help them overcome the 
language barrier.

“I really don’t know,” 

Mackenzie Bauman said 
of what they’ll be do-
ing with the host family. 
“They’ll probably show us 
their lifestyle.”

Though he’s unsure ex-
actly what to expect, the 
local lad knows there will 
be a range of cultural dif-
ferences to keep in mind 
while travelling.

“(Organizers) said that 
you have to take your 
shoes off all the time,” he 
said as an example. “I’ve 
talked to people who have 
gone over there and they 
said to make sure you 
have real clean socks be-
cause you’re going to be in 
sock feet all the time.”

The only aspect of the 
trip Bauman isn’t looking 
forward to is the 14-hour 
flight to Japan.

STICKING AROUND IN JAPAN  Elmira’s Mackenzie Bauman is 
heading to Japan with the Waterloo Bantam AAA Wolves team to take 
part in the Toyota Hockey Challenge, which pins them against a similar 
aged Japanese team. RICHARD VIVIAN
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
JUVENILE
FEB. 23
Woolwich 5 Ayr 5
Goals: Andrew Collins, Alex 
Uebele, Chris Jones
Assists: Jon Webb, Scott 
Detweiler

NOVICE 
FEB. 21
Woolwich 0 Acton 1
FEB. 22
Woolwich 4 Fergus 0
Goals: Matthew Schieck, Adam 
Brubacher, Matthew Townsend, 
Jacob Moggy
Assists: Jacob Moggy, 
Matthew Schieck, Evan Buehler, 
Jordan King, Mackenzie Martin
FEB. 27
Woolwich 3 Oakville 1
Goals: Matthew Schieck (2), 
Matthew Townsend
Assists: Sam Maier, Adam 
Brubacher
FEB. 29
Woolwich 3 Burlington 4
Goals: Matthew Schieck, 
Jordan King, Eric VanGerwen
Assists: Sam Maier, Kyle 
Bauman, Jordan King, Mitch 
Kernick, Eric VanGerwen

PEEWEE AE
FEB. 22
Woolwich 2 Arthur 4
Goals: Kurtis Van Werkhoven, 
Brandon Lamers
Assists: Dylan Price, Kurtis Van 
Werkhoven, Devin Church
FEB. 28
Woolwich 1 Acton 4
Goals: Jonathon Weber
Assists: Axl Schneider, Josh 
Wade
FEB. 29
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 1
Goals: Dylan Price

PEEWEE MINOR
FEB. 23
Woolwich 4 Georgetown 5
Goals: Graham Stan (2), 
Michael Leger, Kyle Uttley
Assists: Jordan Mills, Jake 
Radcliffe, James Toronchuk
FEB. 28
Woolwich 3 Brampton 4
Goals: Troy Bauman, Graham 
Stan, Jordon Mills
Assists: Matt Dumart, James 
Toronchuck
FEB. 29
Woolwich 4 Dundas 2
Goals: Kyle Uttley (2), Troy 
Bauman, Graham Stan
Assists: Jake Redcliffe, R.J. 
Good, Graham Stan, Jacob 
McIntosh, Jordan Mills, Zach 
Barriage, Michael Leger

BANTAM AE
FEB. 28
Woolwich 6 Owen Sound 2

Goals: Tyler Scott (2), Brad 
Shantz (2), Shane McTavish, 
Andrew Schill
Assists: Cory Martin (3), Max 
Schneider (2), Brad Shantz, Corey 
Martin, Trevor Thompson, Tanner 
Hackbart, Mark Paisley
FEB. 29
Woolwich 5 Owen Sound 0
Goals: Cory Martin (3), Andrew 
Schill, Brad Shantz
Assists: Tyler Scott (2), Brad 
Shantz (2), Shane McTavish, 
Andrew Schill

BANTAM MINOR
FEB. 21
Woolwich 2 Burlington 6
Goals: Dan Huber, Cody Bates
Assists: Brock Shoemaker, 
Jarred Parent
FEB. 22
Woolwich 7 Oakville 5
Goals: Cody Bates (2), Damien 
Parent (2), Caleb Redekop, Ryan 
Mann, Matt Horst
Assists: Jarred Parent (2), Cody 
Bates (2), Damien Parent (2), 
Matt Horst, Brian Kron, Dan 
Huber, Brock Shoemaker
FEB. 27
Woolwich 4 Caledon 1
Goals: Dan Huber, Matt Horst, 
Brock Shoemaker, Jarred Parent
Assists: Matt Horst (2), Peter 
Menary, Jarred Parrent, Damien 
Parent, Dan Huber
FEB. 29
Woolwich 2 Brampton 3
Goals: Matt Horst, Jarred 
Parent
Assists: Jordan Neeb, Damien 
Parent, Pete Morlock

MIDGE LL
FEB. 28
Woolwich 4 Paris 4
Goals: Mike Kelly (4)
Assists: Scott Wilson (4), John 
Kearley (3), David Darosa, Shawn 
Basra

MIDGET AA
FEB. 21
Woolwich 7 Brampton 3
Goals: Mike Floto (2), Dan 
Rhame, Steve Johnston, Matt 
Snyder, Brock Zinken, Tyler 
Brenner
Assists: Dan Rhame (2), Justin 
Clark (2), Scott Litt (2), Peter 
Schmidt, Matt Snyder, Brock 
Zinken, Jake Frey
FEB. 27
Woolwich 5 Caledon 5
Goals: Brett VanGerwen (3), 
Patrick Shantz, Tyler Brenner
Assists: Jeremy Weber (2), 
Adam Thoman, Dan Rhame, 
Justin Clark, Patrick Shantz, 
Brock Zinken
FEB. 28
Woolwich 9 Milton 2
Goals: Shawn Dunn (2), Tyler 
Brenner (2), Dan Rhame, Matt 
Snyder, Brock Zinken, Jeremy 

Weber, Brett VanGerwen
Assists: Brett VanGerwen (2), 
Peter Schmidt (2), Justin Clark 
(2), Patrick Shantz, Dan Rhame, 
Mike Floto, Brock Zinken, Jeremy 
Weber, Scott Shantz, Steve 
Johnson
MAR. 1
Woolwich 4 Burlington 1
Goals: Dan Rhame, Peter 
Schmidt, Brock Zinken, Brett 
VanGerwen
Assists: Peter Schmidt (2), Matt 
Snyder (2), Dan Rhame, Patrick 
Shantz, Mike Floto, Shawn Dunn

WOOLWICH MINOR 
GIRLS’ HOCKEY
NOVICE
FEB. 21
Woolwich 4 Waterloo One 2
Goals: Carly Horst (2), Sarah 
Church, Jocelyn Lubert
Assists: Emma Davidson (2), 
Jocelyn Lubert, Carly Horst, 
Shoena Hinsperger, Amber 
MacPherson
FEB. 22
Woolwich 3 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Carly Horst, Sarah 
Church, Lauren Lawson
Assists: Jocelyn Lubert (2)
FEB. 28
Woolwich 9 Kitchener 0
Goals: Carly Horst (4), 
Jocelyn Lubert (2), Melanie 
Schwartzentruber (2), Sarah 
Church
Assists: Melanie 
Schwartzentruber (3), Sarah 
Church (2), Carly Horst, Corey 
Hinsperger, Amber MacPherson, 
Lauren Lawson

TWIN CENTRE MINOR 
GIRLS’ HOCKEY
NOVICE
FEB. 21
Twin Centre 2 Waterloo Two 0
Goals: Amanda Rose, Katie 
Misener
Assists: Natasha Runstedler, 
Lindsay Dietrich
FEB. 22
Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 3
Goals: Mackenzie Van Bargen
Assists: Natasha Runstedler
FEB. 29
Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 0
Goals: Natasha Runstedler

ATOM
FEB. 22
Twin Centre White 4 Kitchener 1
Goals: Tori Freeman (2), Amanda 
Runstedler, Stephanie Straus
Assists: Tori Freeman, Kate-
Lynn Skinner
FEB. 29
Twin Centre White 3 Cambridge 
Teal 0
Goals: Hilary Neeb, Tori Freeman, 
Breanna Firetto-Gross
Assists: Amanda Runstedler, 
Megan Bott

PEEWEE LL
FEB. 23
Twin Centre 3 Waterloo Two 2
Goals: Stacey Frey (2), Hannah 
Boehm
Assists: Jenna Voisin (2), 
Stephanie Sebben, Hannah 
Boehm
FEB. 27
Twin Centre 0 Woolwich 3
FEB. 29
Twin Centre 2 Cambridge 
White 2
Goals: Stephanie Sebben, 
Kimberly Finn
Assists: Stacey Frey

BANTAM
FEB. 22
Twin Centre 2 Waterloo One 0
Goals: Emma Greer (2)
Assists: Sharlyn Denstedt, 
Holly Steinman, Meagan 
Lankin

MIDGET
FEB. 17
Twin Centre 2 Woolwich 0
Goals: Jill McTavish, Kaytlin 
Uberig
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig, Jill 
McTavish, Holly Ogram
FEB. 22
Twin Centre 0 Waterloo Two 0

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
TWEEN
FEB 26
Woolwich 2 Guelph 7
Goals: Steph Thomas, Rachelle 
Ament
Assists: Barb Huegle
FEB 28
Woolwich 4 Tillsonburg 6
Goals: Jenna Petker (2), Barb 
Huegle, Steph Thomas
Assists: Cassy Ruppel (2), 
Amber Truax, Caroline Strenzke, 
Jenna Petker
FEB. 29
Woolwich 7 Kitchener 7
Goals: Steph Thomas (4), Jenna 
Petker (2), Rachelle Ament
Assists: Michelle Lee (3), Barb 
Huegle (2), Emily Schieck, Jenna 
Petker, Steph Thomas, Amber 
Truax, Cassy Ruppel

JUNIOR
FEB. 29
Woolwich 11 Mt. Forest 2
Goals: Megan Lee (3), Alicia 
Davidson (2), Gillian Primeau 
(2), Jessica Conlon, Jillian 
Pashar, Leah Aheir, April 
Hammel
Assists: Kylie Aheir (3), Leah 
Aheir, Gilliam Primeau, Jessica 
Conlon, Jilliam Pashar

NOVICE
MAR. 1
Woolwich 3 Waterloo Two 2
Goals: Emily Strenzke (2), 
Katharine Hoffman
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The EDSS Lancers 
hoisted some valu-
able hardware Mar. 

1, defeating Kitchener’s 
Resurrection Catholic 
High School to clinch 
the Waterloo County 
women’s hockey champi-
onship.   

EDSS squeaked past 
Resurrection by a score 
of 2-1. 

“Making the finals has 
been the plan from the 
beginning,” Lancers’ 
coach John Swatridge 
said of his team’s level 
of determination. “We 
made it to the finals last 
season, but unfortunate-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s been a whirlwind 
season for the Wool-
wich Bantam AE 

Wildcats: finishing first 
in their league, making 
it to the finals of the In-
ternational Silver Stick 
competition and, now, 
the local lads are set to 
compete in the Ontario 
Minor Hockey Associa-
tion finals.

The Wildcats won their 
way into the finals after 
ousting Owen Sound in 
three straight games in 
the semifinal round.

“We’re confident, we 
just have no idea what 
the team will be like from 
over there,” coach Doug 
Trimble said of the team’s 
yet undecided competi-
tion. Woolwich will face 
the winner of the series 
between the Orillia Ter-
riers and Clarington To-
ros. “Every team wants 
to get to the finals. All the 
players are very excited 
about it.”

At press time, the Ter-
riers were leading the 
series 1-0, though the re-
sults of game two – played 
Thursday – weren’t 
known. Games three and 
four are set for this week-

Bantam AE team
heads to OMHA finals

“All the players are very excited about it,” says coach
end.

“We outplayed them ev-
ery game,” Trimble said 
of Owen Sound, noting 
their victories came with 
scores of 4-3, 6-2 and 5-0.

“We have great chem-
istry on our team. The 
boys get along real well; 
you can just see it on the 
bus trips to Owen Sound. 
They were all together at 
the back, having a great 
time. They’re just a great 
bunch of kids and they get 
along so well together.

“Every game, somebody 
different steps up,” he 
said, noting that the Feb. 
28 game saw Brad Shantz 
score two goals, followed 
by Cory Martin with a 
hat-trick the next day.

“Shane McTavish, be-
cause we were short on 
defence, moved back and 
played his first game of 
defence (Feb. 29) and he 
was just excellent back 
there.”

In addition to the OMHA 
playoffs, the Wildcats 
have been facing off for 
the Tri-County League 
championships, though 
they’ve been playing in 
a division higher than 
they did during the regu-
lar season. The team was 
undefeated in the regu-
lar season and jumped a 

division to test their skill 
against higher calibre 
players.

“We’re right at the top 
in the standings of the 
round robin playoffs. We 
would like to be able to 
play that and show that 
we can compete at the 
higher level … but they 
won’t let you win both, 
so you have to drop out,” 
he explained, noting that 
means the team will be 
without a game until the 
finals begin.

“We’re going to try to 
practice three or four 
times before the finals 
start and keep the guys 
loose and raring to go.”

Trimble is hoping the 
finals will get underway 
later this week, but that 
depends on how long the 
series between Orillia 
and Clarington goes.

The coach is also opti-
mistic his team’s success 
will garner more atten-
tion to the AE teams – 
generally seen as the kids 
who didn’t quite make it 
to the regular squads.

“We’re hoping to have 
people come out and 
watch just how good this 
AE hockey is, and how 
good the players are we 
have on our team,” he 
said.

Lancers take title
EDSS girls’ team beats out Kitchener, set sights on CWOSSA

ly we lost. But this year 
we’re stronger then we 
were last year. There 
were a lot of good teams 
this [time around], 
but we really pulled 
through.” 

Megan Seiling and 
Holly Ogram scored the 
goals for the Lancers.

EDSS, in fact, netted all 
three goals of the match 
– accidentally slipping 
one past their own goal-
tender in the third pe-
riod.

“I thought we were go-
ing to walk away with 
it initially because the 
team went up two goals 
and we were putting the 
pressure on,” Swatridge 
told the Observer. “But 

in the third period the 
game got really close be-
tween the two teams. We 
managed to put a goal 
into our own net and 
that’s when (Resurrec-
tion) really put the pres-
sure on us.” 

Swatridge added the 
team’s goaltending 
largely contributed to 
the Lancers’ victory.

“Our goalie really came 
through for us mak-
ing some outstanding 
saves,” he said.

But the work isn’t over 
for EDSS, as they pre-
pare to compete in the 
Central Western On-
tario Secondary Schools 
Association (CWOSSA) 
championships.

Swatridge said it is 
far too soon to specu-
late about the Lancers’ 
chances. EDSS will head 
into the next round with 
a short bench – missing 
three players.

“If we had a full team, I 
would feel good about go-
ing into the next game; 
right now were short 
players, so I don’t know 
how [the team] will re-
act,” he said. 

The EDSS women 
played Mar. 4 in Brant-
ford, but results were not 
known by press time.

PETER CRISCIONE

THE WINNING CONTINUES The Woolwich Bantam AE team finished top spot in the league standings and 
are now set to play in the Ontario Minor Hockey Association finals. Woolwich defeated Owen Sound 5-0 in 
game action Feb. 28.  
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Providing a different perspective Funky times at Arts Centre A real Alternative show
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MARCH BREAK

Spring
Special

 Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira   TEL: 669-0790/0799
(Now located in the former Goliger’s Travel in downtown Elmira)

GUARANTEED
lowest wine prices in 

K-W area.
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Make 30 bottles of Crisp,
Italian White for $95
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TOMAS KUBINEK
in Concert

Thursday, March 25, 2004
4PM & 7PM

Tomás Kubínek combines 
comedy, magic, theatre 

and clowning in his 
wildly nutty and 

inventive solo 
performance.

$19

’ ’

Suitable
for 

children 

6 & Up!

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SUPPORTED BYSEASON SPONSOR SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

Part
of the 

Family Fun
Series
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Banking on metal 
making a comeback

Four local boys are riding the wave of heavy metal revival

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The tight leather 
pants, high-top 
sneakers and in-
famous mullets 

maybe be long-abandoned 
remnants of rock styles 
past – at least we can hope 
so – but the heavy sound 
associated with that by-
gone era is definitely on 
the rise again. If fact, it’s 
back with a vengeance.

With a band name perhaps 
better suited for a beer label, 
local rockers Stiller are do-
ing their part to bring back 
the guitar-drenched sound 
of ‘70s and ‘80s heavy metal 
rock music.

“We’ve been pretty 
faithful to our roots,” 
St. Clements native and 
front man Shawn Stiller 
said. “Everything goes 
in circles and we’re here 
to ride the wave and help 
bring it back.” 

Likening themselves to 
bands such as Metallica, 
Ozzy Osbourne and The 
Scorpions, the local boys 
are beginning to feel 
right at home with their 
music, playing on stages 
across the region. 

The four local lads per-

formed a combination of 
covers and original tunes 
in front of a packed house 
at Elmira’s Central Tav-
ern Feb. 28.

“The show was just pure 
rocking. The crowd was 
really excited and it was 
definitely a good time. We 
would have played longer 
if they let us,” he said.

Like so many other 
bands, Stiller went 
through many transfor-
mations before settling 
into its present form. Ini-
tially playing music with 
his brother (hence the 
band’s name), Stiller said 
the group went through 
numerous changes before 
going full-tilt with the 
band’s current members.

After time, he said, his 
brother left the band and 
he began looking to play 
with other musicians. 
Fortunately for Stiller, 
band members with 
similar musical “gusto” 
weren’t hard to come by.

“Most of [the members] 
all went to high school 
together and one day dur-
ing auto class Matt (gui-
tarist) approached me 
and asked if I could fill 
in as lead singer for his 
band,” Stiller said. “Ever 

since then we’ve been 
jamming together.”

In addition to front man 
Stiller, the band is com-
prised of Chris “Fatz” 
Snyder, guitarist Matt 
Martin and bassist John 
“John-O” Gingrich.

And, as for the band’s 
name sticking around, 
Stiller said it was just an 
obvious choice. 

“We went through so 
many name-changes for 
such a long time trying to 
decide a good name, but 
we kept on coming back to 
Stiller. The name has just 
stuck with us,” he said. 

The group’s bourgeon-
ing success is not all that 
strange. If truth were told, 
with bands such as Brit act 
The Darkness occupying 
the airwaves; this genre 
of music has really begun 
to reestablish its roots 
among music listeners.  

“Our fans are pretty 
decent, to be honest,” 
Stiller said referring to 
the band’s loyal follow-
ing. “We have a lot of 
hardcore fans that come 
out and support us every 
night we play.”

Central Tavern owner, 
Nagi Kulafofski said the 
band has certainly be-

come a crowd favorite 
– drawing in a consider-
able following among the 
area’s young people.  

“They usually have the 
place packed,” Kulafofski 
said of the band’s emerg-
ing popularity. “A lot of 
the locals really like them 
and usually come out to 
support them every time 
they (perform). People re-
ally seem to like them.”  

Stiller said despite going 
through a dark period, 
‘70s and ‘80s heavy metal 
music has always had a 
loyal cadre of followers. 
Although most “heavy 
metal rockers” switched 
their elegances to other 
musical hybrids like al-
ternative music or punk, 
people’s appreciation of 
the genre never left them.    

“I kind of grew up with 
the music. My dad always 
played bands like Ozzy 
on the stereo and I guess 
from there I really began 
to appreciate the musical 
talent,” Stiller said. “It’s 
the guitar sound that’s 
really [appealing].” 

Although no dates have 
yet been confirmed, 
Stiller is set to play at 
Modine’s in Listowel and 
Guelph’s Trasheteria. 

Bringing with them “toe tappin’ finger snappin’” fun, the Funky Mamas 
are headed to the Waterloo Community Arts Centre Mar. 17 for an evening 
performance. The group of six women began playing for their 15 children, 
but expanded to wider audiences. Tickets cost $6. Call 866-4577.

The Rainbow Reels Queer Film Festival is coming to a theatre near you. 
The festival – which features films exploring queer issues and experi-
ences – will take over several Waterloo theatres Mar. 11 to 14. For more 
information, contact Ryan Weston at 888-4882.

Elmira’s own The Ludes, along with the Jolly Llamas and Masters and 
Modern, hit the stage Wednesday (Mar. 10) at Waterloo’s Starlight club. 
The gig is a benefit concert for Alternatives Journal, the University of 
Waterloo environmental magazine. Tickets are $15. Call 885-4970.



CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.

20    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • MARCH 6, 2004
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WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
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interactive format
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HELP WANTED

Babysitter/Housekeep er 
wanted for family with 2 
school age children and one 
infant approx. 30 hours dur-
ing work week. References 
required. Call 669-0999.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds.
Hairstylist and Aestheti-
cian needed for busy sa-
lon in Elmira. Hourly wag-
es. Bring resume to: Lori 
at Guys & Dolls Hair and 
Spa, Birdland Plaza, Oriole 
Parkway, Elmira.
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COMING   
EVENTS

HELP WANTED

Hairstylists Needed. Full 
or part-time. Apply in person 
to: Classic Hair Design, 6 Ar-
thur St. N., Elmira (above 
IGA), or call 669-1977.

WORK WANTED

Experienced Mennonite 
Lady available to clean, 
in Elmira. Call evenings, 
669-2285.

Work Wanted - ARC Indus-
tries, 146 Church St. W., 
Elmira. We do light assem-
bly work, packaging, collat-
ing, labelling. Call Donna 
Fulcher, 669-1567 or email 
dfulcher@elmiraacl.com

UNDER $50 ITEM

Baby Change Table, white, 
like new, $35. 648-3386.

Bag of Baby Clothes; $50. 
Various sizes, like new! 
Brand names. 664-2023.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Electric Stove, almond 
colour, Gibson. $50. 669-
2779.

For Sale - Large suitcase. 
$50. Almost like new. Call 
884-6755.

Ornate Wood Cabinet with 
original hardware. Needs 
repair. $49. Call anytime, 
664-9936.

FOR SALE

5 Year old, white stove 
$250. White electric dryer, 
new bearings and belts $50. 
Almond washing machine, 
new pump and belt $100. 
669-2896.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

FOR SALE

Antique Furniture Sale. 
Bookcase, buffet, hutch, 
rockers, dressers, dining 
room sets, sideboards, ta-
bles, iron bed, love seat, 
rope beds, wash stands and 
lots more! We pay the gst 
and pst until Mar. 13, 04. Dis 
N Dat Treasures, 15 Dunke 
St., Elmira. 669-5005.

Electric Wheelchair. 11/2 
years old. Jazzy 1122 mod-
el. Rechargable, adjustable, 
with Roho pressure cushion. 
$2500 o.b.o. Call Lesley  
664-3170, days.

Filing Cabinets, 4 drawer, 
legal size, like new. $90 
each. Please call 669-5137, 
Mon. - Fri., 9am - 5pm.

FOR SALE

Freezer - Large 22 cu. ft. 
Woods Chest Freezer. 4 yrs. 
old. Like new. $350. Can be 
delivered. 664-1193.

In-Stock Wallpaper and 
borders starting at $1.99. All 
Wallpaper orders up to 50% 
off. All Hunter Douglas Win-
dow Blinds on sale. Elmira 
Decorating, 5 Church St., 
E., Elmira. 669-4310.

Maytag Automatic Wash-
er with sud saver. Call 
(519)846-5117.

Stove Sale. Many red tag 
deals. Excellent quality coil 
range $599.95. Convection 
self-c lean f lat top from 
$1099.95. Walters Appli-
ances, 669-2007.

Trailer, Utility, almost new, 
handy 40 x 48 size, wired, 
paid $600. Sell $300 o.b.o. 
David 664-3849.

Arthur’s Bedtime/Bible 
Stor y books, My Bib le 
Friends; with matching co-
louring books. (also avail-
able in German, Spanish, 
French). Large family bibles, 
(519)582-8485.

Find what you’re looking 
for in Woolwich Observer 
Classifieds. To place yours, 
call 669-5790 today.

Wedding Dress, white,  
short train, size 14. Veil, 
headpiece, cleaned, boxed 
immediately. Paid $1000; 
sacrifice $500 o.b.o. Call 
Marlene (519)664-3849.
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WORSHIP      
SERVICES

                     Sunday  
                     Worship

                 10:00 am
Sunday School

during Worship Service

Rooted in scripture,
Growing in Christ

Calvary United 
St. Jacobs

Welcome!

48 Hawkesville Road

Tel. 664-2311

Rev. Arthur Davies
Doug Gielen: Staff Associate

©2004 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.
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ACROSS 
1. Hawaiian guitar
4. To a great distance
8. A luxurious resort 
with bathing facility
11. A mongrel or infe-
rior dog
14. Buddy
15. The head of  crime 
syndicate
16. A slight degree of  
difference
17. Burden of  proof
19. State of  being 
ready
22. Jazz singer, last 
name Simone
23. Apples that are 
both eating and cook-
ing ones
24. Select as an alter-
native, choose instead
25. Frequently
26. Mexican/Central 
American flower
27. Moldy, edible dairy 
product
29. Helpers
30. Cut off
31. Opposite of  cold
32. Speaking half  of  
Vegas shock magi-
cians
34. Resident of  Bang-
kok
36. Narrow runners 
used for gliding over 
snow
38. Russian monarch 
prior to 1917
42. Release
44. The local time at 
the 0 meridian

46. In an artificial en-
vironment outside the 
living organism
48. One of  3 cantons 
of  Switzerland
49. The common peo-
ple, generally
52. South American 
wood sorrel
53. The least possible
55. Not dry
56. Al Capp’s famous 
comic character
58. Hard bits at centre 
of  fruits
59. A tennis term
61. A pompous fool
63. Variations of  one 
primary colour
64. A Hebrew judge
66. To make a mistake
68. Urinates
70. From tennessee
74. An incarnation of  
a Hindu god
77. Fill with high spir-
its
78. Actress Penelope 
Miller’s middle name
79. Avatar of  Vishnu
80. Heavily made-up 
friend of  Drew Carey
81. Elementary par-
ticle with positive 
charge
83. Someone who 
writes poems
84. Possessive form 
of  “it”
85. Expansive
86. A lyric poem
87. Attempt
88. Narrow Irish 

spade with a single 
footrest
89. Industrious insects
90. Tiny
DOWN 
1. Increased
2. Effects of  one’s ac-
tions that determine 
their destiny in the fu-
ture
3. Gigantic
4. Parasitic free-living 
relation of  ticks
5. Expression for east-
ern Asian countries
6. Any of  various pri-
mates with short or 
no tail
7. What’s spared when 
child is spoiled
8. Foot stools
9. Tooth goo
10. They go around 
stories in newspapers
11. Bits of  paper
12. Join
13. Characters from 
ancient Germanic al-
phabet
18. Mentally healthy
20. Column of  wood 
or steel driven into the 
ground to provide sup-
port
21. No guilt, but pun-
ished as guilty “___ 
contendere”
25. Eclamation of  sur-
prise
27. Goodyear’s famous 
dirigable
28. Coarse twilled cot-
ton fabric

32. Small fruit with a 
single pit
33. Creepy
35. Dextrous
37. Men’s skirt
39. Short distance
40. Curved
41. Deep prolonged 
loud noise
43. Unit of  electrical 
resistance
45. Pull behind
47. By way of
50. Gallagher broth-
ers band
51. Gain knowledge
54. Exact sameness
57. Meat from the 
chest
60. Very small
62. With least ampli-
tude/quantity
65. Duke of  Hazzard 
car was General ___
67. A Hindu princess
69. Kicks out
70. Office worker 
hired for short period
71. Nobel prize-win-
ning poet
72. One who gives a 
moniker
73. Capital of  Domin-
can Republic: ___ Do-
mingo
75. A positively 
charged electrode
76. Hindu princess
79. The 3rd K inthe  
KKK
81. Garlic
82. Famous jazz singer 
__ Cassidy

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

TRAVEL TRAVEL TRAVEL TRAVEL TRAVEL

AUCTIONDIRECTORY
M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. 

(519) 648-2111
Saturday, March 6, 2004, 9:30 am. Lease expired 
auction to be hod ON SITE at Fischer Office 
Environments Ltd., 7030 Wellington Rd #124, 
Guelph (Old Hwy 24, south of Guelph. Wood 
working equipment, office furniture & equipment. 
Viewing Friday, March 5, 1:00pm – 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 13, 2004 – 10am. Monthly Public 
Vehicle Auction to be held at Breslau Airport 
Rd., Auction Complex, 5100 Fountain St. North, 
Breslau (Kitchener). 70+ Fleets, lease, police, repo, 
bankruptcy & others. Viewing Friday March 12, 
2004, 1pm – 5pm. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., • Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west 
of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; 
Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; 
Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; 
Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; 
Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; Bedding; 
Canister Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus 
Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, 

PETS

M E G A M U T T S  D O G 
TRAINING Obedience & 
Agility classes start March 
9, 6 weeks. Pre-register - 
call Holly Teahan 669-8167,  
www.megamutts.com 

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, auto, 
air and more, one owner. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.
1999 Concorde LX, low 
kms, 1 owner, most options. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Caravan. Low kms, 1 
owner, Family Value. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2000 Neon LE, low kms, air, 
tilt, cruise and more. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Caravan 
sport, one owner, loaded 
with pwr seat, rear heat & 
air and more, Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
2002 Dakota Club Cab, 
low kms, one owner, air & 
cd stereo. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2003 Durango SLT Plus, 
only 12,000 kms, leather, 
loaded. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Available April 1. 2 bed-
room apar tment . Quiet 
neighbourhood. 669-2566 
or 502-6875.

Drayton - Attractive, well-
kept 3 bedroom side split. 
No smoking or pets. $950/
month plus utilities. Call 519-
573-3739.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

RENTALS

Wanted To Rent - Profes-
sional family relocating. 
Searching for a 3 bedroom 
home within 15 min. of Wa-
terloo. Needed April 1st. Call 
669-4379.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Experi-
enced, confidential service. 
Computerized returns. Net 
Filing available. Call 669-
1429.

Massage Therapy and  Re-
flexology, call Tricia D. Bru-
bacher, RMT,CR to book an 
appointment, 664-1050. 

LOST & FOUND

Found - Yellow Cockatiel 
on Feb. 28 in Bloomingdale 
area. Very friendly. Call 
741-0094.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-PRINT OUTPUT
AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE,
BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, 
CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

PAINT/DECOR
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1
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BOWLINGNEWS
 COMPILED BY ELMIRA BOWL

New Orleans Pizza Bowlers of the 
month are: Jennifer Brubacher, Wayne 
Fritz, Aaron Arbuckle, Alt Morris and 
Victoria McKeown.
Local winners in the Zone C 
Master Bantam are: George 
Tughan (3rd in teams), Ben Bell High 
triple(494), Rebecca Bleskie High POA 
triple(+78).
Mon. Afternoon Ladies: Grace 
Deboer 639(241), Lorraine Wilhelm 
572(225), Doreen Lopers 542(262), 
Isabel MacIntosh 534(266), Brenda 
Luscott 523
Mon. Early Birds: Lorraine Kidd 676 
(259), Pauline Cressman 672(246), 
Marie Brubacher 650, Tanya Martin 
613, Lee Ann Bettridge  595(242)
+55 Tues.: Ivan Brubacher 698(258), 
Roy Gillis 612(222), Jackie Goodwin 
583(233), Gene Ruppel 583(217), 
Raymond Heipel 564, Kay Shantz 557
Tues. Mixed: Brad Mathers 710(331), 
Ruth Reger 606(261), Ruth Ann 
Clement 591(213), Sue Horst 529(205), 
Mark Brick 520(194), Barry Levely 
507(191)

Special Olympics: Roaring Lions: 
Frank Beisinger 299(152), Glenn 
Beisinger 293(163), Ron Martin 
283(170), Heather Graham 262(138), 
Margaret Moser 251(133), Barb Kunza 
241(139)
Mighty Tigers: Tyler Whitmer 324( 
165), Karen Weber 264(153), Grant 
Kuepher 254(147), Andrea Taggert 
249(129), Wilma Meyers 237(128), Ann 
Mayer 218(119)
+55 Wed.: Mary Jordan 625(214), 
Doris Eix 604(228), Jean Adamson 
594(222), Gord Trapp 584(207), Eldon 
Martin 544, Orton Gingrich 522(227)
Industrial Men: Terry Horst 750(289), 
Larry Wilkie 746(322), Kurt Wilkie 
705(256), RonTindall 680(261), Bob 
Merner 652
Town Men: George Tughan 699(273), 
Jason Morby 671(272), Terry Horst 
669(265), Karl Jordan 642(262), Greg 
Brubacher 625
Friday Mixed (2 games): Ron 
Stemmler 458(269), Merv Brubacher 
445(244), Dorothy Cherrey 400(255), 
John Wilson 437(235), Marlene Tindall 

389(210), Pam Snyder 380(212)
Mennonite Men: Dwayne Martin 
686(262), Manny Metzger 685(244), 
Dwight Gingrich 648(238), Izzy 
Bowman 626(271), Albert Martin 599
Sun. Mixed:  Karole Jordan686(239), 
Bruce Malina 668(250), Mary Jordan 
662(256), George Tughan 631(222), 
Jason Morby 626(247), Florence Engler 
556(223),
Youth Bowling: Bowlasaurus Kids: 
Cole Donkersgoed 127, Cobi Morris 84
Pee Wee: Jennifer Malina 244(152), 
Travis Martin 174(98), Jason Detweiler 
173(99), Eric Bader 164(104), Shae-
Lynn Arbuckle
152(90)
Bantam: Ben Bell 451 {170), Daniel 
Martin 433(168), Jordan Soehner 
416(173), Kelsey Somers 406(157),  
Rebecca Bleskie 373(150)
Juniors/Seniors:  Ryan White 
785(313), Richard Detweiler 
736(299), Matt Schedler 685(258), 
Jorden Donkersgoed 605(252), Matt 
McCullough 539(213), Amanda Malina 
622(221), Rachel Perry 465(180)

February 25
7:52 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred in the Elmira IGA parking 
lot on William Street. Two Elmira 
residents were travelling through 
the parking lot and collided. One 
of the drivers reported their vision 
was obstructed by a large parked 
vehicle. Both vehicles sustained 
moderate damage. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.

February 26
6:50 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Hessen Strasse, 
near Kressler Road. A pickup truck 
left the road and entered a deep 
ditch. There was no damage to the 
vehicle. The driver, a 43-year-old 
Wilmot Township man, was unin-
jured. There were no charges.

February 27
11:45 AM Police responded to 

Lobsinger Line, between Heidel-
berg and St. Clements, after a 
runaway horse-and-buggy was 
reported heading down the mid-
dle of the road. However, before 
officers arrived, witnesses said 
a pickup truck pulled alongside 
the buggy and a man in the bed 
hurled himself into the buggy. The 
unknown man then gained control 
of the animal and continued on his 
way.
6:19 PM A horse-and-buggy 

struck two vehicles in the Elmira 
IGA parking lot on William Street. 
The horse reportedly was spooked, 
causing the buggy to collide with 
two parked vehicles in the lot. 
Damage to the vehicles was signif-
icant, though the buggy suffered 
only minor damage. The horse was 
unharmed. No charges were laid.

February 28
12:27 PM Police were called to 

an Arthur Street, Elmira depart-
ment store after employees de-
tained two suspected shoplifters. 
Officers notified the parents of 

the two female youths and issued 
them trespass warnings in lieu of 
charges. The items were recovered 
and returned to the store.
2:38 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Hutchinson Road and William 
Hastings Line in Crosshill. A To-
ronto woman was northbound 
on Hutchinson Road and was 
attempting to turn left onto Wil-
liam Hastings Line when she was 
struck by a southbound vehicle. 
The vehicles sustained moderate 
damage. There were no injuries. A 
Smith Falls man was charged with 
‘disobey stop sign.’
4:50 PM Police received a re-

port of a hit-and-run to a vehicle 
parked on Riverside Drive in Elmi-
ra. A vehicle had been parked on 

the side of the road for a period 
of time; when the owner returned 
to the vehicle, he noticed major 
damage to the drivers’ side. No 
description of the suspect vehicle 
was obtained.

March 1
10:08 AM Three male youths 

were entered into an alternative 
measures program after a patrol-
ling officer confiscated a small 
quantity of marijuana from each 
of them. The officer noticed the 
youths at the corner of Snyder Av-
enue and Samuel Street acting in 
a suspicious manner. An ensuing 
investigation led to the discovery 
of the drugs – which were confis-
cated for destruction.
10:14 AM Police responded to 

the Royal Bank in Elmira after a 

counterfeit $20 bill was identified. 
The bill was handed over to the 
fraud branch for investigation.
11:26 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion involving a transport truck 
occurred on Northfield Drive, just 
south of Line 86. A London man 
was driving a transport truck 
north when he stopped to enter 
a business on the west side of the 
road. As the driver attempted to 
back the truck into the business, 
it struck a vehicle that had been 
following. Damages were reported 
as considerable. No injuries were 
reported. The London man was 
charged with ‘start from a stopped 
position not in safety.’
3:13 PM A Memorial Avenue, 

Elmira resident reported the theft 
of their front licence plate, along 
with the mounting bracket. The 
plate – with marker 857 2JS – was 
taken sometime in the previous 48 
hours. There are no suspects.
4:57 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Line 
86 and Lavery Road, near Macton. 
A transport truck was waiting to 
turn left from Line 86 onto Lavery 
Road when it was struck from be-
hind. There was no damage to the 
truck, while the trailing vehicle sus-
tained minor damage. No injuries 
were reported. A Linwood man was 
charged with ‘drive motor vehicle 
in contravention of G1 licence.’
5:45 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Line 86, near Shantz 
Place in Wellesley Township. A Wal-
lenstein woman slowed to turn left 
into a private driveway when she 
was struck from behind. Both ve-
hicles received minor damage. There 
were no injuries. An Elmira man was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’

March 2
7:36 AM A Boomer Line, Welles-

ley Township business employee 
reported finding a $5 bill in a 
melting pile of snow in front of the 
business. The bill appeared to have 
dye stains, indicating it may have 
been taken during a bank robbery, 
police said. Investigators are look-
ing at the bill’s possible relation to 
recent bank heists in the area.

COMING EVENTS

The Book Lady’s Open House. Tues-
day, March 9th and Wednesday March 
10th; 9a.m. - 9 p.m. at 45 Barnswallow 
Dr., Elmira. Everyone welcome. Mari-
lyn Martin, 669-7604.

GARAGE SALES

Going Out of Business. Chipper/
Shredder, leaf vaccum, compressor, 
grinders - something for everyone. 
March 5&6, 8am - 1pm, March 12 
& 13, 8am - 1pm. 146 David St., 
Wellesley.

AUCTIONS

UNRESERVED FORESTRY & CON-
STRUCTION EQUIPMENT Auction 
Friday, March 19, Prince Albert, SK. 
7 log loaders; 11 forklifts; log trail-
ers; trucks. Champion Auctions Ltd. 
306-547-2244. www.championauc-
tion.com

BUSINESS

PLUMBING BUSINESS After 46 
years of working, owner wants to 
retire. Plumbing retail and instal-
lation business in S.W. Ontario. 
Owner willing to help finance. 519-
501-5047
BASEMENT BOSS DEALERS 
WANTED - Stand-alone or add to 
existing business. Low initial invest-
ment and high gross income poten-
tial. Established, proven business. 
CALL 1-800-641-0058
EARN WHAT YOU’RE WORTH! 
Work from home Full-time / Part-
time. Patented breakthroughs in anti-
aging health products.  International 
company expanding to Canada. 
Training/support. CALL 1-800-782-
9183 (24 hrs).
INVENTORS - PRODUCT IDEAS 
NEEDED. Davison is looking for 
new or improved product ideas or 
inventions to prepare/present to 
corporations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 1-800-
544-3327.
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Agricultural machinery hazards

WOOLWICH OBSERVER FARM SAFETY SPECIAL
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FARM   •   AUTO
TRUCK  •   INDUSTRIAL
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Where tires are 
our specialty ... 
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a side line.
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The very fact that agricultural 
machinery uses tremendous 
power to do work makes its 
operation a potential hazard 
for both the operator and by-
standers. Most accidents with 
agricultural machinery can be 
attributed to human error. 
In many cases the operator 
either forgot something, took 
a shortcut or a risk, ignored a 
warning, wasn’t paying close 
attention or failed to follow 
safety rules.

Accidents with farm ma-
chinery can be crippling or 
even fatal. You can be cut, 
crushed, pulled in or struck 
by an object thrown by these 
machines.

They can have cutting edg-
es, gears, chains, revolving 
shafts, rotating blades, levers 
and similar hazards. You can 
also be injured if you fall 
while working on or near any 
of these machines.

Some machine parts can-
not be completely shielded 
in order to do their job. For 
instance, a cutting blade can-
not be totally enclosed, or it 
could not cut.

A basic understanding of the 
common dangers and the 

hazards which they pose will 
heighten your safety aware-
ness and prevent injury.

SHEAR POINTS
• Cutting points are created 
when a single object moves 
forcefully or rapidly enough to 
cut, as in the case of a sickle 
blade.
• Because some cutting and  
hearing points cannot be 
guarded, it is important to be 
aware of the hazard and to be 
especially alert when they are 
operating.

PINCH POINTS
• Belt drives, chain drives and 
gear drives are other sources 
of pinch points in power trans-
mission devices. Feed rolls, 
gathering chains and similar 
equipment to draw crops into 
the machine also create pinch 
points.
• You can become entangled 
in pinch points if you take 
chances and reach over or 
work near rotating parts. Ma-
chines move too fast to get 
out of a pinch point once you 
become caught in it.
• To avoid injury from pinch 
points, be aware of the areas 
where pinch points occur and 
avoid them. Wear clothing 
that fits well and is not loose 
or floppy. Never reach over 

or work near rotating parts. 
Turn off machinery to work 
on it. Always replace shields 
if you must remove them for 
maintenance.

WRAP POINTS
• Rotating shafts are the most 
common source of wrap point 
accidents, although any ex-
posed machine part that ro-
tates can be a wrap point. A 
cuff, sleeve, pant leg or just 
a thread can catch on a rotat-
ing part and result in serious 
injury.
• Check all equipment for po-
tential wrap points, and shield 
those that can be shielded. 
Place warnings on those that 
cannot be covered, or paint 
them a bright colour, perhaps 
with wide stripes. Be aware 
of wrap points and be alert to 
their danger.

CRUSH POINTS
• Crush points are created 
when two objects move to-
ward each other or one object 
moves toward a stationary one. 
For example, hitching tractors 
to implements may create a 
potential crush point.
• Failure to block up equip-
ment safely can result in a 
fatal crushing injury. A jack 
may slip, a hose or overhead 

▼ See CAUTION page 25
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Caution important around machines

FARM SAFETY WEEK - MARCH 10-17, 2004
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SPECIALIZING IN:
•Farm Drainage 
•Municipal Drainage
•Excavator Work 
•Erosion Control
•Back Hoe with Lazer

RR 3 Palmerston, ON
OFFICE 343-3233
HOME   338-2373
Steve Cronsberry (owner)

(Established 1968)

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE Ltd.

WE OFFER:
• FREE ESTIMATES
• Personal evaluations of your project
• Details plans and design work
• State-of-the-art equipment
• Qualified and experienced personnel
• Guaranteed workmanship &
   Customer service
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“Make sure safety 
is priority #1”

WOODSIDE 
WELDING

CUSTOM WELDING
& MANUFACTURING

MARVIN HORST
4400 POSEY LINE,

R.R. 1, WALLENSTEIN,
ON, N0B 2S0

PHONE:
(519) 698-2683
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support may break, or the 
equipment may roll. Be sure 
to take extra precautions when 
working with machinery that is 
raised for any reason.
• Crushing injuries most com-
monly occur to fingers that 
are crushed at the hitching 
point. Wait until the tractor has 
stopped before stepping into 
the hitching position.
• Block all machinery securely 
if you must work under it. If an 
implement can roll freely, block 
its wheels so it cannot roll.

FREE-WHEELING PARTS
• Many machine parts continue 
to spin after the power is shut 
off. Examples of this are cutter 
heads of forage harvesters, 
hammer mills of feed grinders, 

rotary mower blades, fans, 
flywheels, etc.
• Never touch these parts until 
they have stopped moving 
completely. This may take as
long as several minutes.

SPRINGS
• Springs are commonly used 
to help lift equipment, such 
as shock absorbers, and to 
keep belts tight and may har-
bour potentially dangerous 
stored energy. Springs under 
compression will expand with 
great force when released, and 
springs that are stretched will
contract rapidly when re-
leased.
• Know what direction a spring 
will move and how it might 
affect other machine parts 
when released, and stay out 

of its path.

HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS
• Hydraulic systems store con-
siderable energy.
Careless servicing, adjustment 
or replacement of parts can 
result in serious injury. High-
pressure blasts of hydraulic oil 
can injure eyes or other body 
parts by burning or penetrat-
ing the tissue due to the liquid 
being hot. Leaks are a serious 
hazard.
• Never inspect hydraulic hos-
es with your hands because a 
fine jet of hydraulic fluid can 
pierce the skin. Jet streams 
from even pinhole leaks can 
penetrate flesh. Get medical 
attention quickly, or you could 
lose that part of the body that 
was injected.

Continued from page 24
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The warm weather over the past week has helped melt away much of the 

white stuff , but that means waterways are filling with runoff, causing the 
Grand River Conservation Authority to remind people to be cautious. A 
potential for ice jams and flooding also exists.

As part of the global International Day of Peace, local residents are 
invited to take part in a candlelight peace walk in Waterloo Mar. 20. The 
walk is designed to show solidarity in the opposition to war, terror, vio-
lence, bombings and threat of war to achieve peace. Call 749-0386.

Youths (11-15 years) looking to learn more about our provincial neigh-
bours to the east this summer should start preparing their applications. 
The Society for Educational Visits and Exchanges in Canada is getting 
ready for another July trip to Quebec with area youths. Call 578-3750.

ONE FROM THE HEART  Verna Schul (pictured here) was just one of many individuals at Elmira’s Château 
Gardens that helped raise $717.50 for the Heart and Stroke Foundation for the month of February.     

LACING UP FOR A GOOD CAUSE  Students of Elmira District Secondary School are teaming up with the 
Canadian Cancer Society to raise money for cancer research. The student council committee is hoping to 
raise $25,000 through its Relay for Life campaign, launched Mar. 1.
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Going out for a peaceful walk Watch out for ice jams Applying for a trip east
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FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture

• Homeopathy • Lifestyle Counselling
• Fat/Muscle Mass Testing
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After receiving “so much help” 
when he suffered a heart at-
tack more than 20 years ago, 
Elmira’s Herman Schul says 

helping to raise money for the Canadi-
an Heart and Stroke Foundation is the 
least he and wife Verna can do.   

In fact, for more than 20 years, helping 
to further heart-related causes has be-
come somewhat of a personal mission 
for the local couple.

“Because I had so much help with my 
health problems, we want to give back,” 
87-year-old Schul said referring to care 
he received after his heart attack. “Rais-
ing money makes us feel really good be-
cause we’ve had so many relatives with 
heart problems and you want to help 
prevent that sort of thing.” 

The Schuls took part in a ‘heart drive’ 
earlier this month to help raise money 
for the Heart and Stroke Foundation.  

The health organization, in conjunc-
tion with Elmira’s Chateau Gardens 
nursing home, sold paper hearts for $2 
– raising more than $700. 

Schul has suffered from heart problems 
for a number of years, and underwent a 
grueling bypass surgery in his 60s. 

“We are very blessed that the Lord has 
allowed us to be together for so many 
years,” Schul’s wife said citing their 61-
year marriage. “If we can help in some 
way to get the education out there and 
prevent heart disease then we will.”

The Schuls were just two of many se-
niors that helped raise $717.50 for the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation during 

A cause with real heart
Residents of Elmira’s Chateau Gardens committed to giving back to Heart and Stroke Foundation

the month of February.
About 47 per cent of the funds garnered 

will go to medical research – with the 
rest being geared toward education and 
awareness.  

Foundation spokesperson Arlene 
Heidbuurt said much of the organiza-
tion’s time and energy is spent expos-

ing Canadians to the increasing threat 
posed by heart-related conditions.  

She stressed that the need to enlighten 
Canadians has become a huge priority 
in recent years, considering that nearly 
half of the country’s population is suf-
fering from some sort of heart ailment.  

“Prevention is a big part of what we 

want to work towards,” Heidbuurt told 
the Observer. 

“The disease is becoming a really big 
issue for Canadians; in fact 40 per cent 
of (the population) is currently affected 
by heart disease and stroke. Those num-
bers are huge.” 

Heidbuurt added that the foundation 
has really put an effort to engage the 
problem early, placing a large emphasis 
toward promoting the value of preven-
tion among young people.

“We run a variety of programs in 
schools each year to help educate kids 
about heart disease and try and get 
them to understand the severity of it,” 
she said. “For instance, we run a ‘jump 
rope for heart drive’ where we spend a 
day distributing literature and giving 
presentations to students.”     

Chateau Gardens heart drive coordi-
nator Vicki Rau said the purpose of the 
drive was to give residents the oppor-
tunity to engage in a fun activity while 
taking part in a good cause. 

However, she stressed, the success of the 
fundraiser far exceeded the initial expec-
tations of the organizing committee.

“We try and do things that affect se-
niors and certainly heart and stroke is 
a big part of what affects seniors in our 
home,” she said.    

“This is our very first drive and at first 
we thought that if we could raise at least 
$400 then we would be successful,” Rau 
said. “We never thought that we would 
actually raise the amount that we did.” 

Rau added that as a result of the rela-
tive success this year, the senior’s home 
would continue to raise money for the 
Heart and Stoke Foundation. 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Students of EDSS are 
hoping the public 
will lace up their 

walking shoes and help 
them raise $25,000 for 
cancer research.

EDSS, in partnership 
with the Canadian Can-
cer Society, launched 
their Relay for Life cam-
paign Mar. 1.           

Relay for Life
Students lace up for cancer research 

The fundraiser is sched-
uled to take place May 14 
and will consist of a 12-
hour walk-a-thon.

“This is a really big event 
and we want as many 
people from the commu-
nity to be involved as pos-
sible,” said EDSS student 
and awareness committee 
member Olivia Vaughn. 
“We’re hoping we can 
make a big difference for 
cancer research.”

According to Vaughan, 
participants would be set 
up into teams of 10, each 
person being responsible 
for raising $100.   

She added that anyone 
can form a team – the 
only stipulation is one 
member has to be from 
Elmira.

Vaughan said that al-
though the fundraising 
initiative is only in its 

▼ See STUDENTS page 29

PETER CRISCIONE

PETER CRISCIONE
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Get ready for farming’s fearsome threesome
A farm-commodity group trio sets out on a coordinated voyage
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A historic meeting 
– in a modern ag-
ricultural kind of 

way – takes place Tues-
day in London. Two of 
the province’s biggest 
crop commodity groups, 
the Guelph-based Ontario 
Corn Producers’ Asso-
ciation (OCPA) and the 
soon-to-be Guelph-based 
Ontario Soybean Grow-
ers (they’re relocating to 
Guelph shortly, from Cha-
tham), are piggybacking a 
joint one-day convention 
onto their annual general 
meetings, an event the in-
dustry is watching with 
great anticipation.  

This is the first time 
they’ve come together in 
this way. And that’s why 
it’s a milestone event – not 
because of the agenda 
items, but rather, because 
they’re working together 
like they never have be-
fore. This subtlety could 

easily go unnoticed, be-
cause generally, we expect 
people in a given industry 
to work together. Usu-
ally, that’s not a story. But 
in this case, its signifi-
cance can’t be underlined 
enough.

Just look at how much 
agricultural ‘umph’ these 
groups bring to the table. 
Soybeans are Ontario’s 
leading cash crop. Corn 
is close behind, and only 
lost the title within the 
past few years. The OCPA 
has a long tradition of be-
ing extremely influential 
in agri-politics.  With the 
soybean industry’s emer-
gence, these two commod-
ity groups have apprecia-
ble independent clout, but 
working in concert, their 
influence skyrockets. 

They can justifiably ar-
gue their priorities rep-
resent the lion’s share of 
crop producers’ priorities 

in Ontario. General farm 
organizations such as the 
Ontario Federation of Ag-
riculture and the Chris-
tian Farmers Federation 
of Ontario are mandated 
to represent the farm-
ing community’s broader 
concerns. But it’s unique 
to see two commodity as-
sociations come together 
and create this potentially 
powerful liaison.

This is more than a polit-
ical move, though; it’s ex-
tremely practical. “Most 
corn producers also grow 
soybeans,” says Mat Me-
nich, president of OCPA. 
“Having a joint confer-
ence is a natural fit.”  

So at the joint Ontario 
Corn and Soybean Confer-

ence, organizers have com-
mitted to a large trade show 
and speakers’ program. 
Their collective clout gives 
them the numbers and 
resources to attract some 
heavy hitters, as speakers 
and exhibitors. 

It also gives the com-
modity groups a chance to 
jointly act on resolutions 
passed at winter meetings 
in the various districts in 
Ontario. This is where the 
agenda is likely to get po-
litical – these resolutions 
cover the gambit, reflect 
the mood of producers 
and set the agenda for the 
organization. If corn and 
soybean producers share 
concerns – which is quite 
likely, given the same 

farmers grow them both 
– suddenly the district res-
olutions, just like the com-
modity groups themselves, 
have more leverage.
 But it doesn’t stop here. 

Last week, a news release 
appeared from the soy-
bean growers, corn pro-
ducers and – new to the 
mix – Ontario’s wheat pro-
ducers, proclaiming the 
three organizations were 
charting plans to work to-
gether.  The release noted 
how the groups are look-
ing at a shared office facil-
ity in Guelph (the wheat 
producers moved to the 
city about four years ago), 
and are exploring “pos-
sible efficiencies and ef-
fectiveness” that could be 
achieved with co-location.  

Says Bill Allison, chair 
of OSG:  “We have heard 
from our grassroots and 
we are all dedicated to 
bringing Ontario’s grains 

and oilseeds organiza-
tions closer together.”  

Indeed. Farmers are 
thrifty and practical, and 
with all three commodity 
groups in the same city, 
having many of the same 
interests, it makes sense 
for them to coordinate 
their efforts. They’ve al-
ready worked together on 
important issues such as 
market revenue insurance 
and crop insurance, with-
out a major dust-up (that 
we know of), and heeding 
their members’ call, they 
say they’re committed to 
“a future working rela-
tionship that is efficient, 
effective and advanta-
geous to their members.”

This is good for agricul-
ture. Because of its diverse 
nature, it needs – and will 
continue to have – many 
voices. But it also needs 
powerful representation, 
like this. 



KIDS AT HEART  Residents gathered in Winterbourne Feb. 28 for a good old fashion game of hockey. 
Participants played in a  3-on3 pond hockey tournament to help raise money for the Canadian Cancer 
Society. 
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It may have been a little 
on the warm side, but 
that’s never stopped 

them before. A group of 
hockey fans gathered last 
Saturday (Feb. 28) to face 
off in an outdoor three-
on-three hockey compe-
tition and raise money 
for the Canadian Cancer 
Society.

Using a backyard pond 
rink as their locale, four 
teams took to the some-
what melted ice to have 
some fun, raise money 
and celebrate the game 
as it was when they were 
children.

“We weren’t sure it was 
even going to happen 
[because of the warm 
weather],” host Dave 
Dumart said, adding the 
tournament got started 
late in the evening, when 
temperatures dropped 
from their midday high 
of eight degrees Celsius. 

“It was very spur of 
the moment. I called 
everybody Saturday af-
ternoon [to see if they 
still wanted to play]. We 
couldn’t get as many as 
we wanted, but every-
body still had fun. It was 
a great night, a beautiful 
night for it.”

This was the fifth year 
for the tournament, 
which is no stranger to 
warm weather. The past 
two years have seen 
warmer temperatures on 

Tourney supports
Cancer Society

Pond rink brings back memories of childhood hockey
tournament day, which, 
at least two years ago, left 
players to take to the ice 
wearing boots – a move 
that wasn’t necessary 
last Saturday.

“We only lost one guy 
in the corner; he got a 
soaker. I think he fell 
through a tad,” Dumart 
explained with a laugh, 
adding he plans to host 
the tournament at the 
end of January or begin-
ning of February next 
year, when it’s more 
likely to be cold out-
side. “It was all fun and 
games.”

It’s not hard to find peo-
ple wanting to get in on 
this sort of tournament, 
Dumart added.

“At one time or another 
everybody, at least the 
older fellows, didn’t have 
the indoor rinks, so ev-
erybody would find a pile 
of ice or have a school 
nearby with an ice pad. 
That was the fun back 
then, because we didn’t 
have Nintendo,” said 
Dumart, who hosts the 
tournament on a pond 
rink behind his Kath-
erine Street home, near 
Winterbourne.

“As Don Cherry used to 
say, ‘Everybody should 
play pond hockey once 
a year,’” he said with a 
laugh. “Everybody grew 
up playing on a pond, 
so when you tell people 
[about the tournament] 
you get a line up. There 
are a lot of guys who 

haven’t played in years 
who want to get out 
there.”

The pond rink comes 
complete with boards, 
lights and a home-made 
flooder/sweeper to clear 
the ice. 

Each of the partici-
pants pitched in to the 
$300 raised, which will 
be donated to the Can-
cer Society. This is 
the first year that par-
ticular charity will re-
ceive the tournament 
funds, Dumart said, 
adding a different char-
ity is picked each year 
– though it’s typically a 
medical-related organi-
zation.

“There’s always some-
body we know who has a 
cause or something like 
that,” he explained.

And with the funds go-
ing to charity instead of 
the winner, it keeps the 
double knockout tourna-
ment lighthearted, he 
added.

“It’s for the old guys 
to get out on the ice and 
have some fun instead of 
the kids,” he said.

“It’s just a little trophy – 
that’s it,” he said of what 
the winners receive. 
“Other than that, it’s just 
bragging rights.”

This year, the brag-
ging rights belong to 
Dumart’s team, which 
took the top spot. The 
team includes Mark 
Harris, Daniel Gallant 
and Stew Bauman.

PETER CRISCIONE
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SEVEN
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Woolwich Li-
ons’ Club is doing 
their part to help 

twist and shake the win-
ter blues away, hosting 
a benefit dance tonight 
(Mar. 6) at Lion’s Hall.  

“We’re looking to raise 
money for community 
betterment while having 
a lot of fun at the same 
time,” club president Ja-

Dancing the winter blues away

initial stages, the event 
has already managed to 
generate a great deal of 
support. 

“The reaction from both 
teachers and students has 
been pretty positive,” she 
said. “A lot of people have 
already picked up reg-
istration forms and are 
generally excited about 
putting together teams to 
raise money.”   

Continued from page 26

Students lead cancer fundraiser
EDSS is one of 42 schools 

province-wide involved in 
the event and one of only 
a handful of high schools 
in Waterloo Region.   

Vaughan noted student 
council has also planned 
‘in-school’ fundraising 
events throughout the 
semester particularly a 
“yellow day” where staff 
and students will wear 
personalized yellow T-
shirts to symbolize the 

colour of the daffodil 
– the flower associated 
with the Cancer Society. 

In addition, the actual 
relay event would feature 
a variety of activities and 
games for participants 
including a live perfor-
mance from a band. 

Dave Conlon, activities 
director at EDSS, said 
student organizers have 
been effective in getting 
their message across to 

students.
“Relay for Life is an 

event where students are 
in control and in charge 
and yet they can raise 
money for a good cause,” 
Conlon said. This fund-
raiser “is a great oppor-
tunity for students to 
practice valuable lead-
ership skills and other 
skills they would ulti-
mately take with them 
after high school.”  

Lion’s club hosts benefit dance to raise money for community
net Cammaert said re-
ferring to the motivation 
behind holding a benefit 
dance. “I think people are 
ready for a good old-fash-
ioned dance right about 
now, especially because 
of the (winter) weather.” 

Dubbed an ‘all-era’ 
community social, revel-
ers can dress according 
to their favorite decade 
– ranging from the 1940s 
onwards – and rock to 
some great tunes.  

Although dressing up is 
optional, Cammaert said 
a prize would be awarded 
for the best ensemble.

Waiting for the go ahead 
from the township, Cam-
maert stressed the club 
is not in a position to di-
vulge what the initiative 
is. 

The club “is working on 
a long-term project right 
now but we are waiting 
to get information from 
the township; therefore 

we don’t want to reveal it 
until we know for sure,” 
Cammaert told the Ob-
server. “We’ve been in 
contact with [officials] 
and they were pretty ex-
cited about our plans.”  

She added that even if 
the plan falls through, 
the money raised would 
be put back into the com-
munity regardless.

The Elmira-based orga-
nization is no stranger to 
raising money for a good 

Especially
For Kids!

Sugar  Bush
 Tour

Hitch a ride on a horse-drawn trolley to a sugar bush and learn how
maple syrup is made. Visit Gilbert the pig and his barnyard friends, then make
your own farm animal cookie to take home! Fresh air fun for kids of all ages.

St. Jacobs
Farmers’
Market

 878 Weber St. North, Waterloo  747-1830

Tours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
From St. Jacobs
Farmers’ Market

Horse-Drawn Tour Barn

For reservations call 888-0302

Buckets Of Fun During March Break!

Sat. March 13
Thurs. March 18
Sat. March 20

Kids: $9.00
(includes cookie activity)

Adults: $10.00 

cause, hosting a variety 
of benefits year-round.

“[We] have a good cross-
section of members who, 
along with having fun 
working together, really 
find pleasure in knowing 
that they put back into the 
community; that’s what 
pleases us the most,” she 
said.

Staging this event for 
the first time, the club 
has no target for its fund-
raising total – the only 
goal is that participants 
enjoy themselves, said 
Cammaert.

“Our expectation is 
that people have a really 

good time. Any money we 
make will be a bonus,” 
she said.

Cammaert said al-
though the event was 
planned on short notice, 
the notoriety around the 
sock hop has picked up 
a lot of stream – generat-
ing 200 ticket sales in the 
matter of a couple weeks. 

A ticket for the event 
costs $10 and includes 
dinner. Participants can 
also try their luck at a 
variety of door prizes, 
including $25 gift certifi-
cates. Doors open at 8:30 
p.m. at the Snyder Av-
enue facility.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V R  S T A F F

If and when they can 
find it, area residents 
are not only willing, 

but wanting to buy it: lo-
cally grown foods.

A clear majority of Wa-
terloo region residents 
prefer to purchase lo-
cally grown foods, but 
they’re having trouble 
distinguishing them 
from the rest of the pro-
duce that’s on the mar-
ket shelves, a survey 
conducted for the Water-
loo Region Public Health 
Department found.

“This shows … we’re 
beyond the need for just 
awareness raising,” said 
representative Marc 
Xuereb, referring to the 
benefits of buying local-
ly produced foods.

“The public wants to 
buy local food, now the 
next stage is ‘how do we 
make it easy for them?’”

The study – conducted 
in the form of six ques-
tions on a University of 
Waterloo survey of re-
gional citizens – shows 
people already realize 
the benefits of buying 
local produce. The prob-
lem is they can’t seem to 
find everything they’re 
looking for.

Of the respondents, 87.1 
per cent said it is either 
somewhat (49.2 per cent) 
or very (37.9 per cent) 
important to buy local 
foods. Reasons include 
supporting local farmers 
(88.6 per cent), believing 

Residents can’t find local food
Health department looks to increase prevalence of area-produced foods

local food is fresher (58 
per cent) and wanting to 
preserve local farmland 
(43.6 per cent).

While the survey is 
based on perception, 
those are all very good 
reasons to pick up local 
produce, noted Xuereb.

“We’re generally inter-
ested in increasing the 
consumption of local 
food from a public health 
standpoint. The way food 
is grown and distributed 
has a direct and indirect 
impact on our health for 
environmental, econom-
ic and social reasons,” 
he told the Observer.

“ E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
speaking, the less that 
food has to travel to get 
to your plate, the less 
pollution there will be. 
It’s better for the local 
economy because more 
of the local dollars will 
stay local and not fly out 
of the economy as quick-
ly.”

That’s the message 
the health department 
has been working to get 
across – though Xuereb 
was reluctant to credit his 
department’s efforts for 
the public’s perceptions.

However, now that 
health officials know 
the message has been ac-
cepted by local residents, 
the issue moves on to 
step two: increasing the 
availability of area-pro-
duced foods.

The survey further 
identified several barri-
ers to putting the desire 
into practice. Respon-

dents noted the food they 
like doesn’t grow here 
(66.4 per cent), isn’t al-
ways available (64.4 per 
cent) or they don’t buy it 
because much if it is sea-
sonal (58.4 per cent).

“The barriers are quite 
large,” Xuereb said, not-
ing the survey doesn’t 
touch on ways to lower 
those barriers within 
the grocery business, 
which is what the health 
department will focus 

on now; getting more 
local food onto shelves 
and making consum-
ers aware of what’s lo-
cally produced and what 
isn’t.

Among the concepts 
being considered are 
labeling for locally pro-
duced food, increasing 
awareness about prod-
ucts that can be success-
fully grown in the area 
and preserving seasonal 
items.   
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment  
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”
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If the name says flying, the animal probably doesn’t
Q.  From a Michigan reader:  “I 
wonder if you might take up 
the argument about whether 
Flying Fish can really fly.  I 
personally think they can.  I 
have seen them airborne the 
full length of a cruise ship, 
about 900 feet (270 meters).  
That’s a long way to glide!”

A.  A clue:  If the name 
says it flies, it probably 
doesn’t. the flying lizard 
(on wing-like membranes 
at its sides, it too glides 
through the air), flying 
lemur (fur-covered mem-
branes permit gliding 
leaps), flying frog (web-
connected toes do the 
same), and flying squirrel 
(tree to tree on wing-like 
membranes).

Or if it does fly, other 
trickery awaits:  The fly-
ing fox is not a fox but does 
have a fox-like muzzle and 
small pointy ears, and can 
fly with the best of them 

(it’s a bat).
So now to flying fish:  

They’re marine species 
of the family Exocoetidae, 
not with wings to beat 
for “powered flight” but 
capable of high speeds in 
the water, then going air-
borne for a glide on their 
long, wide, STATIONARY 
pectoral fins, says Uni-
versity of Idaho zoologist 
James Nagler.  One spe-
cies, the characin, notes 
Columbia Encyclopedia, 
does actually “fly” short 
distances by buzzing its 
fins.  In any event, says 
Britannica.Com, favor-
able winds could carry 
some flying fish as much 
as 600 feet (180 meters) in 
a single glide, farther for 
multiple or skim glides.

This behavior is usually 
a means of escaping pred-
ators and/or entertaining 
cruise ship passengers!

Q.  This famous map puzzle 
has kicked around since the 
mid-1800s:  What is the least 
possible number of colors 
needed to fill in any map so 
that adjacent countries or 
provinces are always colored 
differently?

A.  “Four Colors Suf-
fice,” says American Sci-
entist magazine (review-
ing Robin Wilson’s book 
of that title), which has 
been known – or suspect-
ed – for a long time.  But 
how to prove this?  Many 
have tried, many have 
failed.  Then in 1976 Ken-
neth Appel and Wolfgang 
Haken seemed to crack 
the four-color map puzzle, 
by reducing it to 1,936 spe-

cial cases, a feat requiring 
some 1,200 hours of com-
puter time. “The proof de-
pended on electricity and 
experimentation.”

The new type of cyber-
proof raised eyebrows 
and skepticism.  A proof 
should come from under-
standing, not a mecha-
nized bludgeon, objected 
many in the math com-
munity.  The debate con-
tinues today.  “It doesn’t 
seem likely, but the hope 
is that a new, more satis-
fying reformulation of the 
problem is possible.”  Any 
bright ideas out there?
Q.  Is there anything to the 
old saying that if you die in 
your dream, you’ll die in your 

sleep?
A.  There are many 

forms of death in dreams, 
and the dreamers live to 
tell about it the next day, 
says Dr. Antonio Zadra, 
of the Dream and Night-
mare Laboratory, Montre-
al Sacre-Coeur Hospital.

There are even attempted 
suicides in dreams.  Some 
lucid dreamers, who be-
come aware they’re in the 
midst of a dream, have ex-
perimented with killing 
themselves to see what 
would happen.  “As far as 
I know, none succeeded.  
What is frequently report-
ed is that something goes 
wrong.”  For example, 
one person tried to shoot 
himself in the head but 
the gun would only fire if 
it was pointed away.  An-
other tried to jump off a 
cliff but ended up floating 
down safely.

“But I’d also like to add 
that if you happen to be 
dreaming when you real-
ly die, I would venture to 
say that you’ll die in your 
dream as well.”
Q. Insomnia is common 
enough.  Have you ever lost 
sleep over “pseudoinsom-
nia”?

A.  Some people will 
think they’re not getting a 
good night’s rest but sleep 
lab tests show they’re 
sleeping just fine.  One 
hypothesis, reports Josh 
Gerow in Psychology:  An 
Introduction, is that such 
sleepers dream of lying 
awake and trying to get to 
sleep, and in the morning 
remember these dreams 
and conclude it was a fret-
ful, sleepless night.

Usually just finding out 
that they’re sleeping nor-
mally is enough to cure 
their pseudoinsomnia.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)

March 6
Gospel Country Jamboree – Linwood Church on Wilker 
Way, (former Albert St.), Linwood, ON. 7:30 p.m.  No 
cost for admission a free will offeing will be taken to 
cover expenses. For more info: contact Wilma Helewn 
519-396-3887 or Mavis Guest 519-894-9137. 
Beat the Winter Blahs. Attend “Advocating for Wellness” 
12 to 4 p.m. at the Waterloo Memorial Recreation 
Complex, 101 Father David Bauer Drive, Waterloo. Free 
admission. For information call 579-1392. 
Woolwich Community Services – has trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 73 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. 669-5139. 
Canada Blooms Bus Trip – sponsored by Elmira & 
District Horticultural Society. Cost $38 member, $43 
non – member (this includes $5 membership). For 
more information call Lyn Schwindt 669-2212. 

March 8
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 7p.m.  Photography Club 
hosting an Ecuador Slide Presentation upstairs at the 
Woolwich Seniors Centre, Snyder Ave., Elmira. Anyone 
welcome. 
Gentle Steps Towards Fitness registration is ongoing for 
the nine week session starting Mar. 9. 10:30 -1:30 a.m. 
Cost $20.25. 664-3794. 
Seniors On The Go registration is on going for the nine 
week sesison starting Mar. 11th. 10:45-11:15 a.m. Cost 
$20.25. 664-3794. 
Gentle Moves registration is ongoing for the eight week 
session starting Mar. 15. 7 p.m. Cost $20. 664-3794. 
Better Bones registration ongoing for eight week session 
starting Mar. 17. 10:30 am. Cost $20. 664-3794. 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics registration is 
ongoing for the 10-week session starting Mar. 22. Cost 
$55. 664-3794. 
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics registration 
is ongoing for the ten week session starting Mar. 23. 
Cost $50. 664-3794. 

March 9
Conestogo Fitness Classes – 12 week shape up 
program starting March 9 – June 3 (no classes during 
March Break). Beginner to intermediate level, includes 
low impact aerobics and muscle toning. For more info 
call Karen at 664- 3123. 

March 11
Waterloo Farm and Home Safety Association invites 
you to the Farm & Home Safety Spring Rally. 8p.m. 
St. Jacobs Community Centre. Displays, videos, door 
prizes and light refreshments. 

March 12 
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45 – 11:15 am. Topic: Car Seat 
Safety, proper installation and usage. 664-3794. 

March 13 
Fundraiser Breakfast Buffet – 8-9 a.m. Calvary United 
Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. Proceeds 
towards Mennonite Central Committee Guelph Meat 
Canning Project. Advance ticket sales only by calling 
MCC at 745-8458. 
Evening Meeting – 7:30 p.m. Willie Reimer from 
MCC Canada will be speking and showing slides of 
MCC distribution at First Mennonite Church, 800 King 
Street East, Kitchener. Everyone is invited. 

March 14
Special Concert – featuring The Chapels from Detroit. 
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 685 Highpoint 
Avenue, Waterloo. 7p.m. Admission by ticket only up 
to 6:45 p.m. Free will offering. Call 519-888-7870 to 
obtain your free tickets. 
The Chapels at Milverton Mennonite Fellowship 
10:45 am. 6619 Perth Rd. 131, Milverton. No ticket 
necessary, everyone welcome. 

March 20
The R.J. Kruisselbrink Sisters in Concert, 8 p.m. 
Drayton Reformed Church, Drayton. Freewill Offering. 
Contact: (519)934-2608. 
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FAMILY 
ALBUM

EVERY WEEK IN YOUR 
WOOLWICH OBSERVER.

FAMILYALBUM

DEATH NOTICES
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP
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ANNIVERSARY

IN MEMORIAM

BIRTH NOTICE

IN MEMORIAM

STAG & DOE

IN MEMORIAM

BIRTH NOTICE

ARAND, Arno (Arnie)
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
February 28, 2004 at Stratford General 
Hospital, in his 53rd year of Milverton.

BRICK, Alfred
Of Hamilton, passed away after a lengthy 
illness, at Hamilton General Hospital, on 
Monday, March 1, 2004 in his 66th year.

Local relatives are brother Joseph and his 
wife Helen Brick of St. Clements and sis-
ter-in-law Barbara Brick of St. Clements.

BROWN, Alice
Surrounded by her loving family, passed 
away on Sunday, February 29, 2004, in 
her 67th year at Grand River Health Care 
Freeport Hospital.

Local relatives are Bert and Elaine Meng 
of Elmira.

FABER, Charles (Carl)
Passed away, on Friday, February 27, 
2004, at Stratford General Hospital, in his 
75 year, formerly of Wellesley.

GODDARD, Julieann
Passed away, on Tuesday, March 2, 2004, 
at Stratford General Hospital, in her 41st 
year, formerly of Milverton.

GOOD, Oliver
Peacefully, surrounded by his family, on 
Monday, March 1, 2004, at his residence 
in New Hamburg at the age of 93.

Local relative is sister-in-law Isabel Groh 
of Elmira.

BIEMAN, JEFF
March 5, 1996

Remembering my little brother al-
ways & forever.
8 years ago, you left this place for a 
better place. Free of pain and worry. 
So much of who I am comes from 
you and your strength.
You will never be forgotten.

Love always,  
Cathy, Dennis, Alisha & Chad  

Remembering our son and 
brother who became our own 
special angel, 8 years ago 
March 5, 1996.
“A traveller ventured forth one day
Upon a long and winding road
With faith and trust to lead the way
With strength and will to bear his load.
Until at last one quiet night
He climbed a hill’s soft-rounding crest
And saw afar a single light
That seemed to promise peace and rest
And following its glow he came
Upon the house in which it shone
A voice inside called out his name
And told him he was truly home.”

Until we meet again in our 
heavenly home.

Sadly missed.

Love Mom and Leonard, Ron 
and Joanne, Cathy and Family, 

Mark and Todd.

Scott, J.D. ($cotty)

And the streets of Elmira 
are quiet.... gone, but not 
forgotten.
Remembered by: Susan & 
Art, Tricia & Ken, Travis & Kelly

Sadly missed by: Jacob & 
Owen

Jeremy and Tonia Bott 
along with their families 
are pleased to announce 
the birth of their son, Gage 
Deghn.
A playmate for Coleton. 
Gage was born Feb. 21, 
2004, at 1:18 p.m. weighing 
in at 8lbs. 7oz.

IT’S A GIRL!!!
PEEV, FAITH ROBERTA.
We were blessed with our third beautiful, healthy 
baby girl on January 26th, 2004 at 12:36 p.m. 
She weighed 8 pounds 14 ounces and was 20 ½ 
inches long. Proud parents are Renée (nee Knarr) 
and Alex Peev of Elmira. Big sisters Zoë and So-
phie are tickled pink with their new baby sister. 
Faith is the fourth grandchild and third grand-
daughter to her adoring Grandma and Grandpa, 
Audrey and Bob (Robert) Knarr of Elmira. She is 
the third granddaughter to Jan Bambrick of Barri-
ere, B.C. Her arrival is also celebrated from above 
by Grandpa Alex and from Bulgaria by Grandma 
Maria. Aunt Krista, Uncle Ray and cousin Jordie 
have added Faith to their “to spoil” list. Aunt 
Kim, Uncle Kelly and cousin Andy look forward to 
meeting our new pink bundle. Great Grandma is 
Helen Knarr of Elmira.

We would like to thank Dr. Carruthers, Marg, 
Lynn and Penny for all their very special TLC. 
Thank you also to Dr. Martin and all the staff at 
Grand River Hospital for all they have done for 
us and our daughter. Above all we thank God 
for opening Heaven’s doors and bringing us our 
third miracle baby. We love you Faith, our sweet 
baby girl. xo

GEORGE 
and JEAN 
UHRIG

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Family and friends are invited to an Open House on

Saturday, March 13, 2004, 1-4 PM at Adams Conestogo Steakhouse, 
1883 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo. BEST WISHES ONLY, please.

A series of recent break-ins in 
Kitchener and Waterloo have 
prompted police to make a some-
what unusual suggestion to area 
residents planning to attend a fu-
neral; make sure someone stays at 
home or a neighbour is keeping a 
close eye on your property.
The suggestion, made by Water-

loo Regional Police Mar. 4, comes 
after 13 houses in the urban areas 
were broken into while the owners 
were attending funerals, typically 
between 2 and 4 p.m., and 7 and 
9 p.m. In each case, thieves either 
kicked down doors or pried them 
open, taking jewelry, electronics 
and liquor.

STAG & DOE
for

DAN BALOG &
NICOLE MARTIN

$10/EACH
LIONS HALL (CARRIAGE HALL)

28 SNYDER AVE., S.
ELMIRA

SAT. MARCH 13/04 8p.m. - 1a.m.
Lunch, Tickets @ the door

Married 
March 13, 

1954

Not everyone 
should attend 

funerals,  
police warn
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VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP ®,  DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA  Wise customers read the f ine pr int :
†, *, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer except Graduate Rebate and apply to retail deliveries on new in-stock
2004 vehicles. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing subject to approval by Chrysler Financial Canada. Chrysler Financial Canada is a member
of the DaimlerChrysler Services Canada Group. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on 2004 Dodge
Caravan and Grand Caravan models. Example: $30,000 @ 0% APR/60-month term; monthly payment is $500.00. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation
is $30,000. If customers choose 0% purchase financing, they forego incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate, factoring in these
incentives, could be up to 9%. † Lease is based on 48-month term. Total lease obligation is: $14,857 Dodge Caravan 28P or 28C+AT1. Lease finance 

interest rate is 0%. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. †, *, ** Excludes freight, license,
insurance, applicable taxes, registration and retailer charges. ‡ 2004 Chrysler, Jeep and Dodge vehicles are backed by the best
protection we've ever offered: a 7-year or 115,000 kilometre∆ Powertrain Warranty plus 24-hour roadside assistance+. Basic 
Warranty coverage is for 3 years or 60,000 kilometres∆. ∆Whichever comes first. +Some conditions including a deductible may apply. Offer
does not apply to vehicles sold for certain commercial uses or to Ram SRT-10 models. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler
Corporation used under license by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

The best protection we’ve ever

offered on all 2004 models.

7 year or 115,000km

powertrain warranty. Plus 

24 hour Roadside Assistance.

‡
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The world’s
best selling

minivan 
for over 

20 years.

DVD PACKAGE

Your choice

or

• Chrome wheels and side mouldings • Satin
silver instrument panel • New slate grey interior

• Leather wrapped steering wheel
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2004 Dodge Caravan
Anniversary Edition

$21,888**

0% purchase* financing
for 60 MONTHS

CASH PURCHASE

choose

STANDARD FEATURES:
• 3.3L 180hp V6 engine 

• 7 Passenger seating 

• Power windows, locks and mirrors

• Air conditioning 

• Cruise control • AM/FM/CD stereo 

• Sentry-Key® Theft Deterrent System 

• Multistage driver and front passenger airbags

• 7 year or 115,000km powertrain warranty. 

Plus 24 hour Roadside Assistance 

• Plus your choice of Anniversary Edition or DVD package

or

VALUE $199†

A MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS
$0  S E C U R I T Y D E P O S I T
with $4,280 down payment or equivalent trade.

LEASE FOR

x x x
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