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Wellesley 
bandits on 
the loose

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It didn’t take long for pastor Dan Thomas to re-
alize something was wrong as he walked up 
to St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Monday morning (Mar. 22). The church and 

two other Wellesley Village facilities were broken 
into and ransacked sometime overnight.

While the thieves didn’t take anything from the 
church, they managed to get away with a quan-
tity of cash from their two other targets; about 
$55 in petty cash from Dr. Brian Finn’s office on 
Nafzinger Road and about $200 in petty cash from 
the Wellesley branch of the Waterloo Regional Li-
brary on Henry Street. The three buildings are 
within about 100 metres of each other.

“On Monday, it’s typically a day of rest for me, 
but I had to come into the church for something 
and as I came in I noticed that, as I came to the 
study door, it was open and the handle was hang-
ing at a weird angle. I knew something was awry 
and as soon as I stuck my nose inside I knew ex-
actly what had happened,” he told the Observer.

“They went through any number of locations in 
the church where money might be thought of to 
be stored.”

In the case of all three incidents, the thieves 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The case of the disap-
pearing mound has 
Elmira’s environmen-
tal watchdogs crying 

foul over Crompton Co.’s han-
dling of information about the 
containment of chemical-laden 

groundwater.
The Crompton Public Advi-

sory Committee is at odds with 
the company over the existence 
of a so-called mound, a natural 
barrier to the spread of con-
taminated water. Such a bar-
rier was long thought to exist 
on the west side of Crompton’s 
property; recent revelations 

to CPAC that no such mound 
exists were aggravated by 
Crompton reporting it has 
known about the mound’s ab-
sence since 2002.

CPAC members accused the 
company of burying the infor-
mation under an avalanche 
of paperwork. For its part, 
Crompton said the absence of 

the mound had no impact on its 
treatment of the aquifer under 
its plant.

“For years, we have assumed 
that the mound was there – now 
it (these revelations) changes 
four years’ worth of data,” said 
APT Environment’s Susan Bry-
ant, a member of CPAC, which 
met in Elmira Mar. 22.

She dismissed Crompton’s as-
sertions it publicized informa-
tion about the mound, saying 
it was “conveniently” buried 
under thousands of pages of pa-
perwork. 

“[The lack of a mound] had 
been apparently reported in 
one of the million Uniroyal re-

Thieves rummage office 
areas, take petty cash

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Woolwich Fire Depart-
ment is looking to throw its 
fundraising weight around. 
The local fire stations have 

pooled together a team of pullers to 
defend their title as the most suc-
cessful fundraisers for the third an-
nual Pull For Kids, hosted by The 
Lung Association.

“Any time there’s fundraising for 
kids, it’s always my interest. It’s 

always fun helping out the kids,” 
Tinus Clemmer of the Floradale sta-
tion said during a practice pull at the 
station Mar. 22. This will be both the 
department’s and Clemmer’s third 
year participating.

RI
C

H
A

RD
 V

IV
IA

N

UP TO THE CHALLENGE  The Woolwich fire department has one of 19 teams entered into the third annual Pull for Kids event, hosted by The Lung 
Association. Firefighters – including Oscar Clemmer (front right) and Jason Martin (front left) - took time out Mar. 22 to practice for the Apr. 17 event. 

▼ PAGE 13 ▼ PAGE 23        
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ports, but it had not been 
brought to the attention 
of CPAC; it was certainly 
a major issue that should 
have been, and it wasn’t. 
It was kind of buried in 
a report … but we didn’t 
know because they had 
not brought it to our at-
tention.”

Bryant said initially 
the environmental task 
force had very little un-
derstanding of what the 
mound meant in terms 
of helping to confine the 
chemical runoff – except 
that it was supposed to 
help contain it.  

“We didn’t realize 
the implications of the 
mound. But looking at it 
… a mound [suggested] 
that containment was 
greater than it actually 
was. And that’s the real 
key thing,” she said.

“So let’s say it’s a conve-
nient mistake. The com-
pany is being less than 
transparent about what 
is coming off that site.”

According to Crompton 
spokesperson Stacey Fer-
ris-White, the mound was 
initially said to be identi-
fied in 1990 by Waterloo 
Region consultants after 
they conducted various 
geological studies on the 
site. As a result, she add-
ed, the hydrogeological 
mound was factored into 
contour maps and used 
in calculating levels of 
containment. 

However, despite sus-
pecting that the mound 
was non-existent as early 
as 1998, Crompton was 
unable to investigate and 
confirm their doubts be-
cause the land in question 
was located on the neigh-
bouring Nutrite proper-

ty, said Ferris-White. The 
Union Street plant also 
produces chemicals.

It wasn’t until Decem-
ber 2002 that Nutrite in-
stalled a monitoring well 
and a joint Crompton-Nu-
trite team concluded the 
mound did not exist.  

“There was a suspicion 
that the mound didn’t ex-
ist; we needed to get per-
mission to put a well on 
Nutrite property, but we 
didn’t get it because they 
didn’t agree to it. One 
of Nutrite’s consultants 
ended up putting in the 
well and that’s when we 
concluded that there was 
no mound.”

Ferris-White stressed 
that Crompton, in finding 
the results, acted accord-
ingly and did not factor 
the mound into their 2003 
geological surveys. 

“Reports from 2002 on 
are based on the fact that 
there is no mound,” she 
said, noting that reports 
track the entire year and 
are released the follow-
ing year.

The mound, or lack of, 
did very little to change 
the issue of containment 
and had “a low impact on 
results,” she said.

As for not bringing the is-
sue to light, Ferris-White 
said Crompton relayed 
their findings through 
the 2002 annual report 
– issued in February 2003 
– and the information was 
available for the public to 
see.  

“It’s been in the annual 
monitoring reports and 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment is aware of it,” she 
said. “This isn’t some-
thing that is new news as 
far as containment.” 

Not letting the commit-

tee in on their findings is 
the issue that has some 
members of the commu-
nity worried.

Adding to the relative 
frustration felt by mem-
bers of CPAC was the an-
nouncement by Crompton 
engineer Jeff Merriman 
that a well on the western 
portion of the contain-
ment site – pumping well 
4, or PW4 – is also slated to 
be shut down for repairs.

The pump has been un-
derperforming for sever-
al months, but Merriman 
stressed it would be oper-
ational by early May.   

Bryant said without 
proper scrutiny by com-
mittee members – espe-
cially the MOE – over the 
cleanup process done by 
Crompton, environmen-
tal degradation will con-
tinue.

“I know that the min-
istry is not doing its job; 
that’s very clear. They 
are not enforcing their 
own control order and 
that’s a big deal. That 
takes time … you can’t 
just assume because you 
issue an order on a com-
pany that they’re going to 
comply,” she said.

“The (ministry’s) con-
trol orders says ‘contain 
this stuff’ and, well, 
they’ve been asleep at 
the switch; there’s no 
question about that,” 
she said referring to the 
ministry’s control order, 
issued in 1993, requiring 
the company to clean up 
the site by 2028.

“It’s like we’re back to 
square one. And that’s 
the outrageous thing; 
we should not have to 
be flapping around with 
this deal and their whole 
pump-and-treat system 

is in a shambles. They 
haven’t got the offsite 
wells running for the 
cleanup, and now they 
have another broken 
down well at the edge and 
it’s just a mess.” 

Tensions ran high at the 
conclusion of Monday’s 
meeting – culminating in 
a heated verbal exchange 
between Crompton of-
ficials and members of 
CPAC. 

APT Environment mem-
ber Shannon Purves- 
Smith accused the com-
pany  of not doing enough 
to clean up the environ-
mental damage caused 
by contaminants.        

“You’ve undermined 
the fact that you get noth-
ing done,” Purves- Smith 
shouted.

“We’re tired of hearing 
you say ‘you haven’t got 
this done and we have to 
wait more or we haven’t 
got enough of that or it 
doesn’t work.’ That’s what 
you keep on saying and 
that’s not good enough. 
It’s just not good enough; 
it doesn’t wash … we’ve 
been waiting a long, long 
time for you to get it done; 
now quit making excuses 
and get the job done.”

But Ferris-White called 
on the committee to look 
at the big picture, spe-
cifically that the cleanup 
process is working and 
contaminated areas have 
been declining over the 
years. 

“The contaminated area 
is shrinking … and that’s 
what we want to see and it 
continues to shrink quite 
significantly. We do be-
lieve very strongly that 
Elmira will have a pota-
ble drinking water source 
in the future,” she said.

Continued from cover

Mound not a factor: Crompton

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A 50-year-old Cam-
bridge man was 
killed instantly 

near the intersection of 
Northfield and Sandy 
Hills drives Mar. 23 when 
the car he was driving 
veered across the road 
and struck an oncoming 
vehicle head-on.

Man dies in Northfield head-on collision
Police don’t know why car crossed line into path of cube van

Just after 5 p.m., the 
driver of a white 1991 
Mazda was travelling 
northbound near the bor-
der of Woolwich and Cen-
tre-Wellington townships 
when he lost control and 
collided with a Budget 
rental truck travelling in 
the opposite direction. 

Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Sr. Const. Doug Buck-
ley said the driver of the 

cube van attempted to 
avoid hitting the car, but 
was unable to do so. 

“For some reason, we 
don’t know yet, the white 
car veered across the cen-
tre line and hit the Bud-
get truck head -on. There 
was nothing strange or 
abnormal about the in-
cident and speed is not a 

factor and neither was al-
cohol or drugs,” Buckley 
said at the scene.

Despite light snow, Buck-
ley noted that weather 
conditions were not a fac-
tor in the accident.

Police identified the 
driver as Brian F. Mur-
dock.

The automobile of the 

deceased was pinned un-
der the front end of the 
truck in a mangled heap.  

The driver and the pas-
senger of the cube van 
were treated for minor 
injuries at the scene.

Floradale firefighters 
responding to the call 
found their Centre-Wel-
lington counterparts on 

the scene.
Northbound evening 

traffic on Northfield 
Drive came to a virtual 
halt for more than two 
hours as police sectioned 
off the area to conduct 
their investigation.

Murdock was officially 
pronounced dead at the 
scene by the coroner. 

PETER CRISCIONE

FATAL ACCIDENT  Emergency crews responded to a head-on collision around the dinner hour at the intersections of Northfield and Sandy Hills drives Mar. 23. A 50-year-old Cambridge man was killed instantly after 
his car collided with a cube van travelling in the opposite direction. 



UPFRONT
MARCH 27, 2004 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 3    

   ▼ EVERY EDITION OF WOOLWICH OBSERVER IS MADE USING THE FRESHEST INGREDIENTS  •  YOU SUPPLY THE STOCK, WE’LL SERVE IT UP NICE. CALL US 669-5790.         

Pass on the carbs
Atkins craze lands in Woolwich; dietician promotes balanced diet

Elmira man injured 
in Arthur collision

RICHARD VIVIAN

Regional taxes jump 
4.05 per cent

MCC helps out Haitians

What’s in a name? Not 
much, council deems
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An Elmira man was rushed to Groves 
Memorial Hospital in Fergus after a head-
on collision near Arthur Mar. 23. David 
Homes, 57, was listed in stable condition 
with non-life threatening injuries.
Travelling on Wellington County Road 

14, approximately two kilometres north 
of Arthur, Homes lost control of his vehi-
cle and struck an oncoming vehicle – for 
which the driver had also lost control at 
the time. The two struck head-on.
The second driver, an Arthur woman, 

was airlifted to Sunnybrook Health Sci-
ences Centre in Toronto with critical inju-
ries. She was extricated from her vehicle 
by Arthur firefighters.
Wellington County O.P.P continue to in-

vestigate the collision.

Haitians whose lives have been thrown 
into turmoil with the recent political un-
rest are getting a hand from the Menno-
nite Central Committee, which is sending 
$60,600 worth of support to the Carib-
bean nation’s residents.
MCC will soon be sending 500 relief 

kits to the National Coalition for Haitian 
Rights, and 200 relief kits and canned 
meat is going to the Church World Ser-
vice. CWS is assisting about 180 families, 
500 people, who fled Haiti and are now 
living in a Dominican Republic camp near 
the Haitian border.

Property owners across Waterloo Re-
gion will see a 4.05 per cent increase on 
their regional taxes this year, marking a 
$45.61 jump on the average household 
bill – based on a current value assess-
ment of $183,000.
Regional council approved the 2004 

budget and the accompanying tax in-
crease Mar. 24.
The region-set portion of property taxes 

accounts for 50 per cent of the total bill. 
Municipalities make up 20 per cent of the 
bill – with Woolwich set for a three per 
cent increase and Wellesley considering 
a 12.9 per cent jump. The remaining 30 
per cent of the bill is a province-set edu-
cation levy. The amount of the 2004 levy 
has yet to be announced.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The high-protein, low-carbohydrate 
diet craze that’s been sweeping 
North America has found a home 
in Woolwich. Local grocery stores 

are seeing new lines of Atkins-friendly 
products come down the pipes from ven-
dors; items that are landing in shopping 
carts to varying degrees.

“We’re getting some new products from 
the vendors, low-carb products, including 
some bread. I just saw a listing today for 
another 15 items; everything from salad 
dressing to barbecue sauce that promote 
the low-carb. That’s all coming out in the 
next short while,” said Elmira IGA owner 
Doug Boucher.

“It seems the vendors are catching on to 
it and making it more available for us to 
buy. There’s hasn’t been a lot to buy as far 
as low-carb products up to this point, but 
… I think you’ll see more and more of it 
coming out.”

The Atkins diet has been sweeping the 
continent over the past several months, 
leading people to pass up those high car-
bohydrate breads and reach for a bunless 
bacon double cheeseburger. The diet is the 

VENDORS SHOWING AN INTEREST  Atkins diet-friendly products are starting to hit the shelves at local grocery stores. Here, Elmira IGA owner Doug Boucher 
holds a loaf of low-carb bread.

latest in a never-ending stream of weight 
loss techniques, although it’s been around 
for decades.

“I’m sure there’s more awareness of it, 
but I’ve never had anybody ask me for low-
carb bread,” explained Selby’s Freshmart 
manager Brent Chown, noting the bread 
is selling.

“I haven’t seen a real visible change,” he 
said of people’s general grocery shopping 
habits. “There’s a lot of low fat, low salt 
stuff.”

While Woolwich Community Health Cen-
tre registered dietician Marilyn Temple 
said she hasn’t been dealing with many 
people on the diet, she believes there is 
likely a significant portion of people in the 
area who may be following it.

“Most of the clients I see are not following 
it. If a person chooses to go on the Atkins 
diet, there are so many books out there that 
they can choose as a guide,” she told the 
Observer, noting there are two clients she’s 
seeing who have taken the Atkins path.

“It’s not the diet that I typically recom-
mend. I would be more likely to recom-
mend a more balanced diet … with Cana-
da’s food guide and the four food groups.

“I do suggest that if people want to limit 
their carbohydrates, that they limit it to 

five grain servings per day. A grain serv-
ing would be one slice of bread or half a 
cup of pasta or half a cup of rice.”

In addition to being low on the breads, the 
Atkins diet doesn’t favour much in the way 
of fruits either. The emphasis is on meat 
consumption, which is why it’s not for ev-
eryone, added Temple.

“Most of the people I see have high cho-
lesterol levels, so it does not make sense 
to be eating a lot of meat. In fact, I suggest 
people have small portions of meat and in-
clude plenty of fruits and vegetables and 
carbohydrate foods, especially the high-fi-
bre carbohydrate foods such as the whole 
grain breads,” she said. 

“The high-fibre foods are good for digestion 
and the carbohydrate foods provide energy.”

While Atkins continues to gain speed, let 
alone customer demand, shoppers are gen-
erally paying more attention to what goes 
in the cart, added Boucher.

“There is definitely a market that is con-
scious of what they’re buying and it seems 
to be growing,” he said. “You see more 
people looking at the labels to see what the 
ingredients are and what the nutritional 
breakdown is on the products. And more 
and more vendors are putting that on their 
labeling as well.”

The names didn’t meet with over-
whelming support, but Woolwich council 
this week approved the renaming of two 
roads in the township. Londsdale Lane, 
near the airport in Breslau, was given 
the moniker New Germany Lane. In St. 
Jacobs, a portion of Printery Road was 
redubbed Old Scout Place.
“I guess it’s better than ‘car-dump road,’ 

joked Ward 2 Coun. Mark Bauman, refer-
ring to the old nickname for the route 
prior to the new residential development 
now underway at the south end of the 
village.

C’mon and dance 
the night away ...

Put on your dancing shoes tonight and 
head over to Lions Hall in Elmira, where 
the Elmira Knights of Columbus are host-
ing a benefit dance. The club is raising 
money for the four families affected by 
last month’s fire on Arthur Street South.
Tickets are $10 for the event, which gets 

underway at 8:30 p.m. Admission in-
cludes a lunch and door prizes; proceeds 
will be split equally among the families.
As well, donations are being accepted 

at Gleeson Insurance Brokers and Spilek-
Weiss Electric in Elmira. 
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The event – to be held 
Apr. 17 at the Waterloo 
Memorial Recreation 
Complex – features teams 
of emergency responders 
from across the region, 
each trying to drag an 
11,818 kg. firetruck over 
18.4 metres in the quick-
est time.

While the Woolwich 
firefighters were beat out 
by the Waterloo Regional 
Police’s Harness Bulls 
team for speed last year, 
the locals claimed the top 
prize for fundraising, as 
they had in the inaugu-
ral year.

No time records are kept 
year to year.

Of the $24,600 pulled in 
last year, $4,289.50 came 
from the Woolwich fire-
fighters. Paul Bowman of 
the Floradale station col-
lected the most in pledges 
with $2,115. In 2002, the 
Woolwich squad collect-
ed $1,417.

“That’s what we’re try-
ing to do,” Clemmer said 
of retaining the fundrais-
ing crown. “If we do, we 
do; if we don’t, we’re out 
there to have fun.”

“All our fire depart-
ments are in close-knit 
communities. (Firefight-

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

April Fools Day is 
traditionally an 
opportunity for 

people to engage in a lit-
tle light humour and tom-
foolery. But for many this 
year, Apr. 1 will bring no 
cause for laughter as the 
cap on hydro rates for res-
idents and local business 
is set to increase. Water-
loo North Hydro is slated 
to readjust its rates to 4.7 
cents per kilowatt-hour 
from 4.3 cents for the first 
750 kilowatt-hours used 
and 5.5 cents above that 
amount.

The move, according 
to members of the busi-
ness community, will be 
a definite challenge for 
both local residents and 
entrepreneurs.

The easing of the cap is 
necessary, the province 
argues, to have rates 
more fully cover the ac-
tual cost of generating 
electricity. Currently, 
taxpayers are making up 
the difference between 
the 4.3-cent cap and ac-
tual cost, a bill that has 
exceeded $800 million.

The government hopes 
that the increase will 
prompt both businesses 

used tools to damage 
door locks to the point 
where the locks gave way, 
explained investigating 
officer Const. Kulraj Seh-
ra of New Hamburg’s 1A 
division. 

It’s unknown how many 
people were involved.

“It’s usually in pairs,” 
the constable said. “One 
person isn’t going to do 
this alone, so I’d say any-
where from two to three 
people, four maybe.”

Cash was the only thing 
targeted by the thieves.

“I have reason to believe 
that was all they were 
looking for because there 
was a lot of other stuff 
there that wasn’t taken,” 
noted Sehra.

In the case of the church, 
nothing may have been 
taken, but several office 
areas were rummaged 
through, with papers 
and other desk drawer 
contents scattered on the 
floor. The communion 
wine box was opened, 
but none was missing, ex-
plained Thomas. 

“Mind you, it’s a very 

strong port. Kids might 
not be into port like they 
would be into a bottle of 
wine … so we’ll stick to 
port,” he chuckled.

The back-up wine sup-
ply, which is kept in a 
separate cupboard was 
also opened.

“They had gone around 
in all the cupboards in 
the kitchenette that it’s 
part of,” the pastor contin-
ued, referring to a cabinet 
housing the back-up wine, 
which had been opened 
using a key normally kept 
in a nearby cupboard.

“Thank God they didn’t 
destroy the cupboard, be-
cause it was hand-made 
by a church member.”

It’s unknown what order 
the thieves broke into the 
facilities.

Dr. Finn and representa-
tives from the library de-
clined to comment on the 
incident. The doctor’s of-
fice had been ransacked, 
as had several rooms in-
side the library. Several 
internally locked doors 
on the upper library 
floors were forced open, 
though one was taken off 

the hinges.
Police are unsure if 

there’s any relation to 
a similar crime spree 
in Linwood earlier this 
month. That incident saw 
six facilities broken into 
overnight Mar. 1.

“At this time … I can’t 
really say. We don’t 
know,” Sehra added.

Two Hawkesville busi-
nesses were similarly 
targeted by thieves over-
night Mar. 23. As with 
the Wellesley incidents, 
the businesses were en-
tered after exterior doors 
were forced open and 
petty cash stored in office 
areas was taken. Neigh-
bouring Broadway Street 
businesses County Lane 
Builders and Edge Wood 
Lumber were hit.

The following night, 
the compound at Elmira 
Farm Service on Church 
Street was entered and 
two John Deere lawn 
tractors were taken.

Anyone with informa-
tion about the break-ins 
is asked to contact police 
at 570-3000 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-888-222-TIPS.

Thieves target Wellesley 
business in overnight raid

Continued from cover

ers) know everybody and 
can ask people to help out 
with donations,” St. Ja-
cobs firefighter Carolyn 
Zinger said of the locals 
fundraising strength, 
noting she was planning 
to begin collecting pledg-
es this week. Zinger has 
been on the team for the 
past two years.

Funds raised through 
the event go to the Lung 
Association’s Asthma Ac-
tion Program, which pro-
vides a province-wide in-
formation hotline and the 
accompanying resources 
to more than 12,000 chil-
dren throughout the re-
gion who suffer from the 
respiratory illness.

“It’s very well used,” 
Jennifer Dechaine of the 
Lung Association said of 
the program. “The major-
ity of (money raised) will 
stay in the local area.”

This year’s team consists 
of three firefighters from 
the Floradale station, two 
from the Maryhill station, 
two from the Conestogo 
station and one from the 
St. Jacobs station. Howev-
er, there’s a couple spaces 
left to fill.

Teams are allowed to 
have either 10 men or 
nine men and three wom-

en. Nineteen teams are 
registered to participate.

So what does it take to 
move a hefty firetruck? 
A good grip and a strong 
first pull, suggest the two 
firefighters.

“We don’t have a real 
strategy. We just sort of 
wing it and have a good 
time,” said Zinger.

“You just have to pull all 
you can. It doesn’t move 
easy. It’s the first five, 10 
feet that’s the hardest. 
Once you get it moving, 
then it rolls alright,” add-
ed Clemmer. 

“You almost get to a 
slow jog.”

Children won’t be left 
out of the event; getting 
their chance to show 
their strength during the 
Kids Mini Pull. Teams of 
children (between five- 
and 12-years-old) will be 
put to the test pulling a 
much smaller vehicle; a 
Mini Cooper.

In addition to support-
ing a worthy cause, the 
event also gives emergen-
cy responders a chance to 
meet each other and chat 
outside of a mutual aid 
call, noted Zinger. “You 
get to know your fellow 
firefighters, which is al-
ways fun.”

Lung Association to benefit 
from Floradale firefighters
Continued from cover

Energy price hike takes 
effect in province April 1

What the province-led increase on hydro caps means
and homeowners to con-
serve energy.  

“There are a number 
of businesses, including 
those in the food and ag-
riculture industry for 
example, where refriger-
ation is very important – 
they exceed that amount 
(750 kwh) and will more 
than likely pay the 
higher price,” said Todd 
Letts, president of the 
Greater Kitchener Wa-
terloo Chamber of Com-
merce. “That is a going to 
be a burden that they’ll 
have to bear – the timing 
is quite inconvenient in 
that many of those folks 
have had to live through 
BSE, SARS or, if they are 
exporters, an apprecia-
tion of the dollar by more 
than 20 per cent. 

“That is something that 
they’re going to work 
very hard to limit their 
hydro where possible or 
bear the burden of that 
extra cost.”

But for the most part, 
Letts said the rate in-
crease is understandable 
and can be appreciated 
considering the decline 
of energy management in 
recent decades.   

“There is a recognition 
in the business communi-
ty that a stable public sup-

ply of electricity is para-
mount and is the priority 
and that we understand 
the need to pay the price 
of what electricity costs to 
generate,” he said. “It is 
kind of a rock and a hard 
place situation for busi-
nesses in that the timing 
of this increase, together 
with the province’s deci-
sion to not honour the re-
duction in property tax. 
However no one wants to 
see another brown out.” 

As for average residents, 
Waterloo North Hydro 
spokesperson John Jan-
zen said the burden of 
the increase would have 
little impact on residents’ 
hydro bills. Janzen said 
most bills will see a mere 
$5 increase for those who 
use energy moderately.  

“From a local perspec-
tive, there be will an in-
crease, but for the overall 
bill it’s a fairly modest 
increase and it shouldn’t 
present a really signifi-
cant hardship to most of 
our customers,” he said. 

The increase that local 
costumers will see repre-
sent only the actual ener-
gy costs paid by the util-
ity, added Janzen, noting 
WNH’s own portion of the 
electricity bills remains 
unchanged. 
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The children may be 
gone, but residents 
of Winterbourne 

are hoping to restore the 
old school as a focal point 
of their community. With 
Woolwich Township look-
ing to purchase the build-
ing, residents gathered 
this week at Conestogo 
Public School – the new 
home for former Win-
terbourne PS students 
– to discuss making that 
dream a reality.

Woolwich has budgeted 
$250,000 to acquire the 
property, made surplus 
last year when the Wa-
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Making a pitch for Winterbourne PS
Public forum airs ideas for community-centred use of former public school

terloo Region District 
School Board consoli-
dated classes at an ex-
panded Conestogo PS. 
The township, currently 
in negotiations with the 
board, is seeking public 
input on potential uses 
for the old school before 
making a final decision 
on the project, said Wool-
wich recreation director 
Larry Devitt.

“The purpose of this 
meeting is to see whether 
there is enough inter-
est in the community to 
move forward on this,” 
he said at the Mar. 22 
meeting. “If there is an 
interest, we need the evi-
dence [namely feasible 

ventures] to get going. 
We need to start talking 
turkey, and we need to 
start talking turkey in a 
hurry.”

Heeding his call, mem-
bers of an audience of 
about 40 began volley-
ing ideas, including a 
daycare and alternative-
learning centre. Others 
suggested the green park 
space be used for recre-
ational activities such as 
sporting fields. 

Along with public meet-
ings, a township commit-
tee has circulated sur-
veys to residents.

Stressing the cost of the 
venture – not just capital 
costs, but ongoing opera-

tional costs – Devitt said 
a viable plan must be in 
place if the purchase is to 
proceed.

On the capital side, 
along with buying the 
property, the township 
would have to look at 
some major expenditures 
on the site, including a 
new septic system, boiler, 
roof and upgrading the 
parking lot.

As for operational costs, 
Devitt said annual ex-
penditures, including re-
pairs and maintenance, 
custodial costs and gen-
eral utilities, would run 
close to $50,000 a year.

“There’s a lot of money 
involved and I think that 
is going to be a challenge 
… to get the capital cost 
is going to be interesting, 
and certainly [finding 
the money] to operate the 
facility once we get it.” 

However, Devitt added, 
the costs associated with 
the facility can be man-
ageable if the right ven-
ture is set up.

“There are all kinds of 
great ideas out there, and 
really it comes down to 
‘what does the commu-
nity want?’ I think some 
of the ideas like the al-
ternative education or 
the learning centre and 
daycare are great ideas; 
more importantly, we 

[want] to also make the 
facility available to the 
community for commu-
nity functions … whether 
meetings or ball games, 
for instance, because 
they don’t have anything 
in Winterbourne.”

Mary Milligan, chair of 
the Winterbourne School-
house Committee, said 
Winterbourne is in des-
perate need of a commu-
nity hub, an area where 
residents can congregate 
as a community. 

“I think the commu-
nity and the committee 
wants to see some green 
space and access to the 
building for a gathering 
place. They want to be 
able to maintain a liveli-
hood there. The school is 
really missed; with great 
tenants in there, it will 
bring that all back.”

For the most part, resi-
dents in attendance were 
supportive of the idea, but 
had divergent views on 
what they would like to 
see happen to the school 
building and surround-
ing green space.

While many vocalized 
their support for a pub-
lic project of some sort, 
some community mem-
bers couldn’t help but be 
wary.  

Winterbourne resident 
Bill Swijters said he is 

concerned at the poten-
tial tax burden placed on 
residents if the new facil-
ity could not maintain fi-
nancial independence. 

“I’ve been involved in 
community organiza-
tions a little bit before, 
and it always comes back 
to the township having to 
ante-in through budget-
carrying needs and what-
ever. I don’t care how 
good your intensions are, 
we have to be realistic. 
The building is old, it’s 
not a multi-use – it was a 
school, and if it can’t be 
used as a school, maybe it 
needs a bulldozer,” Swi-
jters said. 

The varying input made 
for a useful meeting, De-
vitt noted.

“I think it was a very 
positive meeting tonight; 
certainly there was a lot 
of interest. I will be talk-
ing to the board immedi-
ately and the hope is that 
we’ll have a little more 
time to continue this 
process,” he told the Ob-
server after the meeting. 
“This is a really a good 
step for us.”

The committee is wait-
ing on the information 
gathered from the survey 
and will make a deci-
sion on viable options for 
the site in the following 
weeks. 

TREATED FOR SMOKE INHALATION  Wellesley’s St. Clements firefighters responded to a fire at 
a Weimar Line residence shortly before 2 p.m. Mar. 24. The fire – for which the cause is still under 
investigation – began in a bedroom. The three residents escaped, with one suffering minor smoke 
inhalation. Damage to the house is estimated at $60,000.

THINGS GET HOT IN WELLESLEY

JOE MERLIHAN

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When the votes 
were all in Mar. 
20, Stephen 

Harper won the leader-
ship of the newly minted 
Conservative Party of 
Canada on the first bal-
lot. While his national 
party support came in at 
56.2 per cent, local con-
servatives showed him 
more favoritism.

In the Kitchener-Con-
estoga riding, which 
includes Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships, 
Harper had the support of 
70.5 per cent of his party. 
Former Magna Interna-
tional executive Belinda 
Stronach was the second 
most popular among par-
ty faithful, earning 23.8 
per cent of the vote. For-
mer Mike Harris cabinet 
minister Tony Clement 
saw 5.7 per cent support.

Local conservatives throw 
support behind Harper

Harper garners 70.5 per cent of local 
ballots, 56.2 per cent nationally

“He had the most experi-
ence. At this stage, we’re 
going to go through a 
fairly wild kind of time, 
when we have to face an 
election before we have a 
whole year under our belt 
and no policy convention. 
So experience in the ac-
tual area of the Canadian 
Parliament and all that 
was the most important 
attraction that we needed 
to have,” area CPC candi-
date Frank Luellau said 
of Harper.

“It was also a reason-
ably solid win,” he said, 
noting Harper didn’t win 
the party leadership by 
“squeaking by the line. 

“On top of that, I think 
it’s a fairly significant fac-
tor that he won substan-
tially in Ontario. Even in 
Quebec, where he didn’t 
win, he came up higher 
than what most people 
had given him credit for. 
It certainly speaks well 

for the party to have a 
leader that has this gen-
eral support across the 
country.”

Each of the country’s 
308 ridings were given 
100 points in the leader-
ship vote, with the re-
spective candidates get-
ting points based on the 
percentage of favourable 
ballots in each riding. Of 
Kitchener-Conestoga’s 
413 CPC members who 
were eligible to vote, 210 
chose to do so.

Luellau, who himself 
supported Harper, wasn’t 
surprised by the amount 
of support the former Al-
liance Party leader re-
ceived, particularly on 
the local level.

“In my own effort to get 
support [for the party 
nomination], I had talked 
to most of [the local par-
ty members]. In many 
cases, they … were quite 

▼ See LOCAL page 6
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open about it,” he said of 
supporting Harper.

With their leader now 
in place, Conservatives 
across the country are 
preparing for the next elec-
tion, the timing of which 
is still being decided by 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While the class-
room aspect of 
education fund-

ing is getting plenty of 
attention, the industry 
representing bus compa-
nies says transportation 
is being overlooked. On 
the basis of a new survey, 
bus operators are calling 
for increased funding, as 
outlined in the Rozanski 
report released last year.

A poll compiled by the 
Ontario School Bus Asso-
ciation earlier this month 
found that 76 per cent of 
those surveyed agree that 
more provincial money 
should be invested in im-
proving school bus ser-

School bus association demanding more 
direct funding from provincial coffers

Lack of funding having negative impact on education system
vices for students.      

The association sur-
veyed 2,000 Ontarians, 
following up on a provin-
cial report done by for-
mer University of Guelph 
president Mordecai Ro-
zanski. The report found 
that transportation ser-
vices are underfunded 
and recommends the 
province pump up fund-
ing to $691 million, a $40 
million increase.  

As a result of a lack of 
funding for transporta-
tion services, the report 
suggests school bus oper-
ations are having a nega-
tive impact on education.

According to Elmira 
Bus Lines director of op-
erations Angus MacKay, 
among the many prob-

lems facing school bus 
companies in both Water-
loo Region and the prov-
ince is the low wages gar-
nered by drivers.

Currently, school bus 
operators earn lower 
hourly wages then most 
other support staff such 
as school-hall monitors 
or crossing guards. Many 
operators make about $10 
an hour, working rough-
ly three to four hours per 
day.

As a result, MacKay not-
ed, school bus companies 
are experiencing a high 
turnover rate among em-
ployees.

“I would say most fleets 
are running 30 per cent 
turnover per year, and 
that’s not good for any-

body because we’ve got 
drivers with less experi-
ence on the road,” MacK-
ay told the Observer. 
“Driving a school bus is 
not an easy job; they have 
a lot of responsibility for 
the money they get paid.

“We’re hoping some of 
that money can be used 
to address driver wages 
because the turnover for 
school bus drivers is phe-
nomenal.”

School Boards receive 
government funding and 
in turn tender contracts 
to private school bus com-
panies. 

MacKay said he hopes 
school boards will use 
the money to boost up 
school bus services. 

“We’re certainly hop-

ing that the McGuinty 
government will honour 
the $40 million, but that 
takes us really to the 2002 
numbers so we’re actu-
ally two years behind 
where we should be,” he 
said. “The school boards 
will spend the money 
how they see fit, but our 
hope is that will use it to 
improve the transporta-
tion funding for the edu-
cation system.” 

MacKay said in addition 
to the worker wages, local 
operators are also con-
cerned about aging bus 
fleets and longer routes 
for students. 

“In Waterloo here the 
most notable thing is 
the aging of the fleets. 
Not that anyone would 

run unsafe school buses, 
but the buses are getting 
older and the lengths of 
the runs are getting lon-
ger,” MacKay said. “Obvi-
ously the older the buses 
get the more they cost to 
maintain.

“We’re also concerned 
about the length of the 
rides; the school bus 
routes just keep getting 
longer and kids are get-
ting on buses at 7 a.m. for 
9 a.m. classes.”  

Elmira Bus Lines oper-
ates about 40-45 buses in 
Waterloo Region and in-
cludes routes in Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships. 
Across the province, ap-
proximately 800,000 stu-
dents ride school buses 
each day.

 

the Liberals.
“The interim leadership 

… have been very busy 
and they have actually 
developed a policy state-
ment for the new party 
that goes far beyond the 
five founding principals 
that have been released 

as being the basis for the 
amalgamation. As soon 
as Stephen Harper goes 
through it … we will have 
a platform,” the local can-
didate explained.

“I’m going full-steam 
ahead,” he said, noting 
campaign headquarters is 

set to open soon on Wilson 
Avenue in Kitchener. “We 
have no assurances that 
Paul Martin won’t call an 
election on the first or the 
fourth of April, so you’ve 
got to be ready.”

While the other two lead-
ership hopefuls didn’t get 

their wish, their show of 
unity in the party will car-
ry them far, predicts Luel-
lau.

“For the sake of the 
party, I’m particularly 
pleased that the leader-
ship contest stayed as 
reasonably friendly as it 

did. That can sometimes 
really do harm to a party. 
Having just united, we 
couldn’t afford too big of 
a family feud,” he said. 
“I would expect that they 
will play a fairly signifi-
cant role in the govern-
ment when we form it.”

Local conservative campaign full-steam ahead

WAGON DUMPED ON LAWN  A horse flipped the buggy it was pulling upside down after becoming spooked and running loose down 
Church Street in Elmira Mar. 22. For unknown reasons, the animal ran for the barn behind the Waterloo-Oxford Co-Op at 4:23 p.m. and 
headed west on Church Street in the eastbound lane. A passerby managed to calm the creature, but not before it lost the box portion of its 
wagon in front of 75 Church Street. The horse was unharmed and caused no damage to anything except the wagon.

ON THE LOOSE AND OUT OF CONTROL

RICHARD VIVIAN

EMPLOYEE INJURED  Elmira firefighters and paramedics were called 
to YMT Technologies Inc. on South Field Drive in Elmira Wednesday 
(Mar. 24) afternoon after an employee cut off the tip of his finger. The 
incident – which saw the employee taken to hospital by ambulance 
– occurred while the employee was working a sheering machine. 
A YMT representative told the Observer the employee was in good 
health following the cut.

INDUSTRIAL MISHAP

RICHARD VIVIAN

Continued from page 5
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The federal budget 
delivered this week 
by Finance Minis-

ter Ralph Goodale played 
to mixed reviews in Ot-
tawa. The same story 
unfolded locally as com-
mentators weighed in on 
the Mar. 23 document, 
the first delivered un-
der Prime Minister Paul 
Martin.

“Some might call this 
budget dull, but from 
a business community 
prospective we call it 
prudent and welcome the 
return to fiscal prudence 
and accountability,” said 
Todd Letts, president of 
the Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce.

“This budget was unique 
because there were not 
the same willy-nilly 
spending promises that 
we normally see; we’re 
glad that they were omit-
ted. Frankly you have to 
compare this budget to 
others – the last one that 
we had was full of high-
spending promises and 
had a little bit of every-
thing in it for everybody. 
By and large, it was irre-
sponsible.” 

Federal budget draws mixed reviews locally
Chamber calls federal document “prudent,” opposition pans motives

The biggest chunk of the 
budget will be earmarked 
for health care and Ca-
nadian farmers who are 
still reeling from a beef 
market breakdown, the 
result of last spring’ mad-
cow disease scare. The 
health-care system will 
receive a $2.5 billion in-
crease, while farmers are 
slated to get a $1 billion 
cash injection.

In addition, the feds are 
offering learning bonds 
for low-income Canadi-
ans, an income tax break 
for members of Canada’s 
military stationed over-
seas, a small decrease in 
the air security tax, and 
a GST rebate for munici-
pal governments.

A significant portion 
will also be geared to pay-
ing down the country’s 
more than $500 billion 
debt.   

It’s measures not given 
much attention in the 
post-budget discussion, 
however, that stand out 
for the business commu-
nity, added Letts, point-
ing to more money for the 
Business Development 
Bank in support of start-
up ventures.  

“There’s more money 
given to the bank for 
start-up venture capi-

tal – about $270 million. 
Again, because we are 
one of Canada’s top cen-
tres in technology, that 
may have a positive im-
pact on our region,” Letts 
noted.

But for some local pun-
dits, the federal budget is 
sending the wrong mes-
sage to Canadians.

“[The budget] is a step 
in the wrong direction 
and the Liberals are not 
putting the money where 
the money should count 
– namely in terms of en-
vironmental protection, 
health care, postsecond-
ary education, housing 
… you name it,” said 
Richard Walsh-Bowers, 
NDP riding association 
executive and Kitchener-
Centre candidate.

Walsh-Bowers said the 
budget gives the impres-
sion that the priorities of 
Canadians have changed 
in recent years.

“The Liberals are not 
responding to what most 
Canadians want,” he 
said referring to recent 
polls taken on public 
priorities. “Most Cana-
dians are not interested 
or, rather, don’t place a 
high priority on bringing 
down the debt, although 
they are comfortable 

with a balanced-budget 
approach. Rather, what 
[Canadians] are look-
ing for is environmental 
protection, resuscitation 
of the corpse of health 
care, postsecondary edu-
cation … and affordable 
housing. It is the Liberal 
government that is out of 
touch with the aspiration 
of Canadians.”

For Letts, however, the 
emphasis on fiscal ac-
countability is an impor-
tant one. He called the 
budget a positive sign the 
government is commit-
ted to “good governance” 
and ministerial responsi-
bility.

In an effort to play down 
the impact of the recent 
sponsorship scandal on 
the voting public, Mar-
tin’s Liberals have imple-
mented mechanisms for 
closer scrutiny on min-
isterial departments and 
officials. 

“In general, I think we 
can say that the business 
community welcomes the 
return of accountability 
to the budget process. It 
is obvious to us that the 
Auditor General had sig-
nificant influence in this 
year’s budget. We applaud 
the reestablishment of a 
[departmental watchdog] 

office with the promise 
of more stringent depart-
mental audits,” he said.

“It was recognized as 
such by this new regime, 
which again the signa-
ture on this budget was 
largely to distance itself 
from the past prime min-
ister.”

However, the prospect 
of more accountability is 
subject to debate, accord-
ing to Conservative Party 
candidate for Kitchener-
Conestoga Frank Luel-
lau.

“There is so much in 

there that isn’t really a 
budget; it is, rather, elec-
tion lingo,” he said. “One 
thing that is quite obvi-
ous is the strong commit-
ment to be accountable, 
but only someone who 
has to admit to some-
thing [would] do that in a 
budget. It was a great ad-
mission … that they need 
to be accountable and 
want to convince us with 
words that they are going 
to be accountable. But 
accountability is not ac-
complished with words, 
but rather action.”  

PETER CRISCIONE
O B E R S E R  S T A F F

Local cattlemen are 
hoping that a siz-
able cash injec-

tion announced by the 
federal government this 
week will help turn the 
tide for many financially 
strapped farmers.

A $1 billion bailout for 
the industry stricken by 
the mad-cow crisis was 
confirmed as the Liber-
als brought down their 
first budget under Prime 
Minister Paul Martin 
Mar. 23.

 “It was great news … 
the money will certainly 
help provide some solu-
tions to the cash-flow 
crisis that producers 
have been experiencing 
because so many farmers 
have no money coming in 
or have no money to pay 
their bills,” said Kelly 
Daynard, communica-
tions manager for the On-
tario Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation. “It was certainly 
a phenomenal show of 
support by our federal 
government.”     

Daynard said the feder-
al government has com-

mitted to having applica-
tion forms out by Mar. 29 
and will be ready to cut 
cheques at the beginning 
of April.

The money comes as 
a sign of hope for cattle 
producers who have seen 
their industry virtually 
ravaged as a result of in-
ternational trade bans 
placed on Canadian beef. 
Trade sanctions were 
first tacked onto Cana-
dian cattle after a cow in-
fected with BSE (bovine 
spongiform encephalopa-
thy) was discovered on an 
Alberta farm last May.

Many countries, in-
cluding Canada’s largest 
export beef market, the 
United States, have yet 
to allow Canadian beef to 
cross their borders.

In the months follow-
ing the Alberta incident, 
thousands of cattle were 
destroyed in an effort to 
contain the disease.

The farmer’s situation 
took another blow in 
early January when the 
American government 
rescinded their decision 
to allow animals under 30 
months of age to traverse 
the border. That move 

came after an infected 
cow found in Washington 
State last December was 
traced back to Alberta. 

Since the tragedy began, 
beef exporters have seen 
some improvements to 
their situation – namely 
the U.S. decision to re-
open the border to bone-
less beef products. 

In most instances, Ca-
nadian cattle farmers 
have been left with a di-
lemma, having to choose 
whether to sell their 
products at a financial 
loss or hold onto them 
and hope the border will 
reopen soon.   

However, despite the 
budget’s positive news, 
Daynard stressed that 
this is only a stop-gap 
measure to a huge prob-
lem.

“This is certainly not 
the solution to the prob-
lem; it’s a temporary 
band-aid,” she said. “The 
only solution to this prob-
lem is getting the border 
reopened. 

“It’s definitely a positive 
step and it is the biggest 
single contribution that 
the federal government 
has ever given to the 

beef industry, but when 
you have 90,000 farmers 
across this country, no 
one farmer is going to 
make money off that pro-
gram. It’s just going to 
help them limp through 
for a while longer.”

And getting the border 
reopened to internation-
al markets, particularly 
the United States, is the 
number-one priority for 
cattle farmers.

“It’s positive in the fact 
that it is some more dol-
lars in the hands of the 
producers who are go-
ing through this crisis,” 
commented Larry Witzel, 
president of the Ontario 
Livestock Exchange in 
St. Jacobs. “With all the 
huge losses that have hap-
pened, it just helps to get 
some dollars into their 
hands and it’s not totally 
what they need but every 
little thing helps. What 
we really need to see in 
order to rectify this thing 
is an open border.” 

Daynard added that the 
money would also help 
some of the offshoot in-
dustries such farm sup-
ply operators who rely on 
money from farmers. 

Local cattle farmers find the 
bright spot in federal offering

Local producers see short-term solution in $1 billion in federal funding

WHEN YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING CALL THE OBSERVER - 669-5790



PHONE: (519) 669-5790
TOLL FREE: 1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
EMAIL: info@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

ADDRESS: 
20-B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, ON, CANADA  N3B 1Z9

PUBLICATION NUMBER: 1004840
ISSN NUMBER: 1203 9578

REPORTERS:

Richard Vivian....................ext 101
Peter Criscione................. ext 102 
PRODUCTION MANAGER:

Pat Merlihan.......................ext 105
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:

Scott Arnold........................ext 108

PUBLISHER

Joe Merlihan......................ext 107
EDITOR

Steve Kannon.....................ext 103
SALES MANAGER

Donna Rudy........................ext 104
GENERAL INQUIRY

Operator.............................ext 100

The Woolwich Observer (est. 1996) is published every Saturday 
by Cathedral Communications Inc., an independent publishing/
media corporation located in Elmira, Ontario, CANADA.

A division of Cathedral Communications Inc.

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:RECENT ACCOLADES:OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

QUOTABLES “ ”

8    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • OPINION PAGES • MARCH 27, 2004

“By invading Iraq, the President of the United States has 
greatly undermined the war on terrorism.”

Former White House counterterrorism chief Richard 
Clarke this week slammed the Bush administration’s 
handling of al-Quada.

» Community focal point
The fate of the former Winterbourne 
PS is now in the hands of residents. 
With Woolwich prepared to purchase 
the property, a sound operational 
plan is all that’s required to keep a 
much-needed community resource in 
place.

» That’s not very neighbourly
The relaxed atmosphere of rural com-
munities has long attracted residents 
to Woolwich and Wellesley. Unfortu-
nately, thieves seem to feel the same, 
resulting in a rash of break-and-enter 
crimes in the area. Targets include 
some odd choices, such as churches.

» With discounts like this ...
Like a store that doubles its prices 
before announcing a half-price sale,  
insurers are saying a 10-per-cent 
rate decrease in Ontario will apply 
to what drivers would have paid, not 
the already overpriced premiums 
they’re now paying.

Insurance folks as bad as politicians
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

A very stealthy
pre-election budget

Learning to make do

I ain’t generally got 
nothin’ good to say 
about the insurance 

industry, and readin’ the 
paper last week didn’t 
change my mind any.

How can folks that made 
$2.6 billion off the backs 
of you and me say they 
need more money by hik-
ing our rates? Liars, is 
right. Even for a fella like 
me – who’s old enough to 
know better than to be 
actin’ like a darn fool be-
hind the wheel, and who 
ain’t doin’ a lot of drivin’ 
–  them insurance types 
ain’t playin’ fair. They is 
forever lookin’ for more 
money, though I never 
see ‘em offering me some 
back year after year when 
I ain’t makin’ no claims.

If things ain’t fair for me, 
I know they is certifiable 
bad for a bunch of folks 
out there. While I don’t 
hold with how many of the 
young kids behaves when 
they is drivin’, I can cer-
tainly see how they is feel-
ing a mighty big pain on 
account of the premiums 
– when the insurance costs 
twice as much as a young 
fella’s first car, somethin’ 
is just plain out of whack.

I ain’t one to trust the 
government at doing 
anything – except maybe 
bein’ greedy and waste-

ful, considerin’ that’s 
what politicians do 
– I gotta agree somewhat 
with them editorials 
about public plans. Any-
one who’s trying too hard 
to fleece folks is in need 
of a good comeuppance.

LEFTIES JUST CAN’T 
HANDLE THE TRUTH

Now before folks think 
I’m going soft or commie 
or some such, I gotta take 
issue with a real pinko’s 
take on the Alliance – 
that fella two pages down 
who thinks the NDP is go-
ing to do somethin’ more 
than finish fourth.

It seems pickin’ on Ste-
phen Harper – who won 
in pretty good form last 
weekend, as I was sayin’ 
all along – is all the rage 
with certain lefty types. 
I guess when you’re waf-
flin’ all over the place, 
cryin’ about this and 
that without ever doin’ 
nothin’, you can’t handle 
a leader with some real 
views and opinions – not 
to mention someone with 
an actual plan to make 
things better for folks.

Let’s face it, Harper and 
the Alliance like to call a 
spade a spade – there ain’t 
no pussyfootin’ around 
or givin’ in on account of 
being political correct. 
That’s what really gets the 
gall of them cowards in the 
other camps. In my books, 
strong views – especially 
when they is the right ones 
– trumps some pantywaist 
politicians talkin’ out of 
both sides of their mouth, 
the same ones who don’t 
like the truth.

With the Liberals on 
the ropes over so much of 
our money gettin’ stolen, 
you can bet Canadians is 
lookin’ for some reform 
courtesy of the Alliance. 
The silent majority is set 
to have their say. With 
any luck, we’ll be back 
on the proper path in no 
time – lefties and devi-
ants be damned.

PAYING OUT GOOD MONEY 
FOR PUBLIC EYESORES

Speaking of them that 
likes to sponge off gov-
ernment (of course, that 
means the wallets of the 
likes of you and me), I fig-

ure one of the top goals is 
to stop wasting money on 
what they call public art 
– it’s public all right, but 
most of it ain’t art.

All you gotta do is take 
a look around, especially 
when you’re in the cities, 
and you’ll see plenty of 
eyesores takin’ up space 
all around – almost all of 
‘em funded by the hard-
pressed taxpayer. It’s bad 
enough they go spendin’ 
my money on such use-
less stuff, but to make it 
so ugly is a sin. And that 
ain’t even takin’ into ac-
count them pieces where 
they got no clothes on – it 
just ain’t right nor decent 
to be showin’ that stuff 
where anyone can see it.

There just ain’t no need 
for this kind of rubbish. 
Some proper statues of 
decent folks worthy of 
some merit is plenty. I’m 
thinkin’ of the likes of our 
cenotaph, or them models 
of Queen Victoria you see 
all the time – them things 
that don’t give no one no 
offence. Just ‘cause some 
“artist” made it up don’t 
make it good – if someone 
with more money than 
brains wants to buy it 
and stick it in their own 
place, so be it. Just leave 
my wallet and my eye-
balls out of the deal.

Politicians who hike our taxes are always fond 
of pointing out the dollar value of the increase 
– so Waterloo Region’s 4.1 per cent hike an-
nounced this week works out to “only” about 

$50 a year to the average homeowner. In a similar 
vein, Woolwich’s three per cent means “only” another 
$11 (Wellesley, while bandying about a double-digit 
jump, has yet to finalize a figure).

Similar arguments were made in Woolwich as coun-
cillors opted for sizable increases to the cost of water.

A story in this week’s paper addresses the same ap-
proach to hydro rate increases expected next month.

Taken alone, yes each increase is relatively insignifi-
cant – most of us can find a few dollars more here or 
there. However, cumulatively, we’re talking real dol-
lars here as everybody, not just governments, looks to 
take just a little more from us. At the end of the day, we 
have less money in our pockets than we did last year 
because most of us have not received wage increases 
to match the other side of the balance sheet.

That’s where percentages come into play – three 
per cent here, four per cent there, another 2.5 on that 
front, and it doesn’t take long to outstrip any pay raise 
you may have seen, assuming, of course, you saw one 
any time recently.

For voluntary expenditures, we can always cut back 
if the costs grow too steeply. With taxes, unfortunate-
ly, we have no such option. In most cases, we’re not 
receiving benefits in proportion to the increased tax 
burden. Local governments must make do with as-
sessment growth, foregoing the cash grab inherent in 
hikes above the inflation rate.

If Paul Martin is planning to call a spring election, 
his first budget as Prime Minister really gives no 
sign of it.

Pre-election budgets, we’ve come to understand, 
are full of “goodies,” grandiose spending sprees that 
essentially attempt to bribe us with our own money. 
Politicians do this because, by and large, we’re a gull-
ible lot who fall for the ploy.

This time out, Martin has to deal with an assort-
ment of issues, not just reelection. He built his repu-
tation as finance minister, balancing the federal gov-
ernment books for the first time in decades – he had 
no choice but to continue that prudence. Embroiled 
in the sponsorship scandal, he also needs to demon-
strate sound fiscal management – Canadians, with 
no little cause, have come to equate the government 
with financial boondoggles, demanding a shift in di-
rection.

To be sure, this week’s budget hits on a few mother-
hood issues, namely health care and education, but 
it’s certainly as low-key a document as we’ve seen in 
years. That, perhaps, is the Martin strategy: to re-
move the money from the limelight.

While the amount of money involved in the finan-
cial scandals pales in comparison to Ottawa’s overall 
spending, such waste understandably upsets most Ca-
nadians. Those concerns, more than anything else, 
are driving the government – its agenda and the tim-
ing of the next election revolve around the public’s 
perception of Martin’s handling of these scandals.

Those very vulnerable spots in the Liberal armour 
will be the prime targets of opposition parties in the 
run-up to the election. Without those chinks, Martin 
would soon drop the writ, the better to take advan-
tage of opponents in disarray.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What did you think of 
the federal budget 

announced Tuesday?” Beulah
Francis

THE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL CHAIRS TAKE SOME LAST MINUTE PRECAUTIONS
TO ENSURE THE WEATHER WILL HOLD FOR NEXT WEEKEND’S FESTIVITIES.

“I didn’t even 
read it.”

Bob
Stark

“I read a little bit 
about it. It was a 
dull budget.”

Susan
Klaassen

“I have no clue. 
I did not listen 
to anything.”

John
Murison

“I think it was 
pretty good. 
They didn’t raise 
taxes anyway. 
It’s an election 
budget.”
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Quebec lawyers have long held a grip on 24 Sussex Dr.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Layton’s proportional 
voting scheme also 
of benefit to Hitler

▼ See NDP page 10

THOUGHT PROVOKING COLUMNISTS & IDEAS YOU CAN SINK YOUR TEETH INTO.
TAKE A BITE OUT OF OUR EXCLUSIVE COLUMNISTS, WEEKLY IN YOUR WOOLWICH OBSERVER.

Question of the week 
poll starts a battle of 
the sexes

To the Editor,
Jack Layton, the leader 

of the federal NDP, has 
shown yet again that he 
and his party of socialists 
are completely out of touch 
with voters. With the mess 
in the sponsorship pro-
gram, and the subsequent 
media witchhunt against 
the federal Liberal govern-
ment, Mr. Layton is aching 
to seize power.

Drooling at the prospect 
of a minority Liberal gov-
ernment, Jack started 
talking about a possible 
Liberal coalition with the 

The most amazing 
thing about Canada 
– while in turmoil 

over Quebec wanting to 
break up the best coun-
try in the world (United 
Nations stats) – is that it 
has been ruled for over 
the last half-century, ba-
sically, by lawyers from 
Quebec.

We now have a new one, 
Paul Martin Jr., and all 
my faithful readers of 
course have heard about 
the latest lawyer joke. It is 
that researchers in labo-
ratories now use lawyers, 
rather than rats, for their 
experiments. There are 
three reasons for this:

The first is that there 
are now more lawyers in 
the world than there are 
now rats. The second is 
that you could never get 
fond of a lawyer. And the 
third is that research-
ers have found there are 
some things that rats 
won’t do.

All my lawyer friends 

(they are now down to 
two) smile tightly when 
I throw that one at them. 
(As someone who has 
won 24 of 26 libel suits 
aimed at this scribbler, 
I know more about law 
than most of them.)

So, we go back to the 
Right Honorable Louis 
Stephen St. Laurent, 
prime minister – picked 
by the goofy Mackenzie 
King – from Nov. 15, 1948 
to June 21, 1957. A Mon-
treal lawyer. Under a 
somewhat brief interreg-
num during the Pearson/
Dief battles of minority 
governments, there ap-
peared in 1968 yet anoth-
er Montreal lawyer at 24 
Sussex Drive, one Pierre 
Trudeau.

He was succeeded by 
John Turner, who though 
born in England and 
raised in British Colum-
bia, was first elected to 
the House of Commoners 
from a riding in Montre-
al, where he was practic-

ing law—before moving 
to an Ottawa riding and 
eventually Vancouver.

There then came along 
another Montreal lawyer, 
one Brian Mulroney, who 
won his place at Sussex 
Drive on one deadly line 
to Turner in their TV de-
bate:

“Sir, you had an option.” 
– in response to Trudeau’s 
sloppy last-minute pa-
tronage appointments. 
Hello there, Alfonso Ga-
gliano.

Followed, of course af-
ter the Kim Campbell 
disaster, by yet another 
Quebec lawyer, one Jean 
Chrétien. And now we’ve 
got young Martin, the 
sixth Quebec lawyer in 
the last 56 years who has 
run the country.

It is why those of us 

who were born on the flat 
Prairie, think it would 
be fairly interesting if 
the prim Stephen Harper 
actually became a non-
Quebec lawyer to become 
Pee-Em. There have only 
been two others in our 
short history.

There was Dief the 
Chief, of course. And, 
before him, The Rt. Hon 
R.B. Bennett, Alberta’s 
pride, who occupied the 
office from Aug. 7, 1930 
to Oct. 23. 1935, and who 
had the bad fortune to 
coincide with the Depres-
sion in the Dirty Thir-
ties, where it didn ’t rain 
on the Prairies for three 
years (I happened to be 
there, six months old – so 
I noticed it.)

And, what killed him as 
prime minister, the farm-

ers who voted him into 
office in the first place, 
couldn’t even afford to 
buy gas and had their 
donkeys pulling their 
Ford pick-up trucks and 
dubbed them “Bennett-
Buggies” – which the car-
toonists loved. He fled, in 
despair to England, got a 
title and died in his bath-
tub.

We wish a better fate for 
Mister Harper, who is a 
man rather hard to warm 
to, and the brainy Mis-
ter Martin, has had the 
worst honeymoon start 
since Joe Clark – who 
could never understand 
that you shouldn’t call a 
vote of confidence unless 
you have the votes.

Conclusion: There will 
be no spring election. PM 
Martin may not be bright, 
but his pollsters are.

AND ANOTHER 
THING:  The strangest 
thing, in the strange 
hockey world, is that 
the only intellectual 

in the sport – Toronto 
Maple Leafs executive 
Ken Dryden, a graduate 
lawyer and Hall of Fame 
goaltender – at a week’s 
symposium says that 
his game is “at a crisis” 
because of the violence. 
Why then, if he believes 
this, does he not order 
coach Pat Quinn to get 
rid of the hired thugs 
like Tie Domi?

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
“Hydro One certainly re-
ceived value for money, 
reflecting my experience 
and expertise over the 
years.” – Michael Gour-
ley, a Tory insider who 
received $105,000 from 
Hydro One under an 
untendered contract for 
which the utility received 
only a one-page written 
record, Mr. Gourley be-
ing one of a small group 
of Ernie Eves operatives 
who shared $5.6 million 
untendered contracts at 
Hydro One to advise on 
privatization.

To the Editor,
I find it strange and 

highly improbable that 
there are no women left 
in Woolwich Township.

The Question of the 
Week for Mar. 20 was 
“Who do you think will 
win the Conservative 
Party leadership nomina-
tion this weekend?” The 
answers published were 
from four men.  

Come on Observer, get 
with the times and at 
least make an attempt to 
find a cross-section of the 
population for your ques-
tions.  Set an example 
and show us that you are 
striving for some sem-
blance of equality. 

Kimberley Enns-Hildebrand
St. Clements

Editor’s note: A varied 
group was polled for the 
question, but most people 
declined to comment on the 
record about this issue.
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One year later, Iraq war is still just as wrong

NDP looking to waste 
more of your money

Continued from page 9

George W. Bush 
likes to refer to 
himself as “a war 

President.” He seems to 
believe that such a self-
awarded designation 
grants him special privi-
leges to lie and to break 
both American and in-
ternational law. More im-
portantly, he and his Re-
publican masters appear 
to think that it should 
automatically entitle him 
to an electoral victory in 
November.

The idea of “a free pass” 
has been hinted at in 
virtually every aspect 
of Republican campaign 
strategy. Still, it took an 
obscure congressman 
by the name of Tom Cole 
(Republican – Oklahoma) 
to fully lift the veil on 
this particular approach 
to courting votes. Accord-
ing to Cole, “if George 
Bush loses the election, 
Osama bin Laden wins 
the election, it’s that sim-
ple. It will be interpreted 
that way by enemies of 
the United States around 
the world. What do you 
think Hitler would have 
thought if Roosevelt 
would’ve lost the elec-
tion in 1944? He would 
have thought American 
resolve was [weakening]. 
What would the confed-
eracy have thought if 
Lincoln would have lost 
the election of 186[4]?”

Since the recent elec-
tion in Spain (the results 
of which were clearly in-
fluenced by the bombing 
of a commuter train a few 
days before), Bush’s apol-
ogists have been working 
overtime berating Span-
ish voters – and, by impli-
cation, North American 
voters as well. 

Marcus Gee of The Globe 
and Mail joined in a cho-
rus of condemnation in a 
column headed “Imagine 
the terrorists’ chortles of 
glee.” 

Gee warned, “This is 
a fateful moment for the 
world’s democracies. The 
question before us could 
not be plainer. Do we 
stand together against 
the mortal threat posed 
by Islamic totalitarian-
ism and terror? Or do we 
allow these murderers to 
divide and defeat us? For 
that is quite obviously 
their strategy: divide and 
conquer. If the events of 
the past week are any-
thing to go by, it is work-
ing. The commuter-train 
attacks in Madrid have 
succeeded beyond the 
terrorists’ fondest hopes. 
Not only did they cause 
shocking bloodshed – 202 
dead as of yesterday, ty-
ing the toll of the Bali 
bombings in 2002 – they 
also toppled their first 
government.”

The Globe reporter ar-

gues that pulling out of 
Iraq (as the new left-wing 
Spanish government has 
announced it would do) 
is “precisely what the ter-
rorists wanted.” I think 
he’s wrong in his criti-
cism, for three reasons.

First of all, he is presup-
posing that the invasion 
of Iraq was predicated 
on the need to fight ter-
rorism. It is now clearer 
than ever that the Iraqi 
occupation is what Gee 
calls “a repressive occu-
pation motivated by oil 
lust and imperial ambi-
tion” (though he uses 
that terminology only so 
that he can ridicule it as 
“a conspiracy theory,” 
it’s actually a pretty fair 
description). The alleged 
links between al Qaeda 
and Saddam Hussein 
have been shown to be 
every bit as illusory as 
the weapons of mass de-
struction that were fab-
ricated to justify the war. 
Ironically, it was the in-
cursion of the Coalition 
of the Killing into Iraq 
that did eventually bring 
al Qaeda-style terrorism 
to the country, after the 
so-called “end of major 
combat.”

NDP. Above all, he insist-
ed that there was one con-
cession he’d demand of the 
Liberals in exchange for 
giving them a majority in 
Parliament.

No, the environment 
isn’t crucial. He isn’t wor-
ried about the Star Wars 
missile defense system or 
the homeless. Taxes?  Our 
crippling national debt?  
Student aid?  Third World 
debt relief?  No, none of 

these are priorities for 
Jack.

His number-one priority, 
he has declared, would be 
to hold what would be an 
expensive and wasteful 
referendum to investigate 
the possibility of switch-
ing our electoral system to 
incorporate proportional 
representation (PR).

This is the “represen-
tative” electoral system 
made famous for electing 
Adolf Hitler 70 years ago, 
and PR is legendary for 
causing dozens of govern-

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Boneless Chicken Breasts.................$4.99 lb.

Boneless Sirloin Tip Roasts...............$3.99 lb.

Rolled and Stuffed Side Ribs.............$3.59 lb.

Deli Sliced
Cooked or Smoked Turkey Breast.......$6.99 lb.

Smoked Turkey Drumsticks..............$1.29 lb.

Colby Cheese................................$5.59 lb.

Specials: March 29 to April 3

zzaJ 1430 King St., St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m.-4 p.m. at ....

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

Homestyle soups, our famous Waterloo County Salad Bar,
fresh fruit & cheese selection, Stone Crock’s own specialty breads & sweet buns,

scrambled eggs, Omelette & Waffle Bar with assorted delicious toppings,
French toast, whole poached salmon with PEI mussels & shrimp,

bacon & sausage, mashed potatoes, seasonal fresh vegetables,
cheese tortellini with oven roasted vegetables & tomato cream sauce,

beef with sauteed mushrooms & onions, bone-in ham with pineapple,
& roasted Ontario turkey with all the fixings.

Served 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Sunday April 11/04

Assorted flans, pies, tortes & pastries fresh from the Stone Crock Bakery.
Coffee and tea 

Easter Brunch

CLOSED
Good Friday 

April 9

OPEN
Good Friday

11am-8:30 pm
• Adults $15.99 

• Special Children’s Prices
& kids under 5 yrs. FREE

The sap is running!

STONE CROCK

Maple Syrup 
Muffins

A sweet spring treat made
with local maple syrup

Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612

1402 King St., St. Jacobs C
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OFF1(Expires April 6/04)
$
Any Freshly Baked
Stone Crock Pie

OPEN
Good Friday 
11am-6 pm

OPEN Good Friday 11:30 am - 9 pm
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Another key fallacy em-
ployed by Gee (and Con-
gressman Cole, for that 
matter) is the notion that 
Osama bin Laden wants 
the Americans and their 
allies to retreat from 
Iraq – or Afghanistan, or 
wherever. In fact, after 
9/11, when Bush declared 
“a war on terrorism” (a 
war that, like the war on 
drugs, can never be won), 
that was “precisely what 
the terrorists wanted.” 
It’s much harder to con-
vince potential follow-
ers to wage a holy war 
against the west if the 
west won’t play the role 
of big, bad aggressor. 

By attacking Iraq, Bush 
and his Coalition of the 
Killing provided another 
excuse to those who would 
seek to justify bombing 
commuter trains or fly-
ing planes into tall build-
ings. A hard-line govern-
ment being replaced by 
a progressive, anti-war 
government was cer-
tainly not al Qaeda’s ob-
jective. It is more likely 
that they hoped for the 
opposite result: solidify-
ing the former Spanish 
government’s hold on 
power and escalating the 
clash of world views.

Lastly, Gee badly under-
estimates the sophistica-
tion of Spanish voters. He 
presumes to read their 
collective minds, and con-
cludes that they simply 
decided to give in to the 
terrorists. I would sug-

gest that they carefully 
considered the policies of 
a government that misled 
them about its reasons 
for going into Iraq, and 
then deliberately misled 
them about the identity 
of the bombing suspects. 
They chose the only sane 
option available to them.

It appears quite likely 
that American voters 
may be ready to do the 
same thing. With the pas-
sage of the first anniver-
sary of the initial attack 
on Iraq, support for the 
war in Iraq continues to 
plummet in the U.S. Polls 
show that George W. Bush 
would lose if the election 
were held today. That may 
not be what the terror-
ists want, but it’s exactly 
what the United States of 
America – and the rest of 
the world – needs.

ments to collapse in Eu-
rope. It is an unstable and 
ridiculous system, but the 
NDP has decided they like 
it.

And why does Jack fa-
vour this over all other 
issues?  Naturally, it’s be-
cause PR would result in 
increased seat totals for 
the NDP. Such self-serv-
ing interests may explain 
why they are so widely 
unpopular among the 
electorate.

Mark Johnson
Elmira
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Retired people are the retirement experts

Retirement is really 
supposed to be the 
best years of your 

life. For some this is a 
reality, but for others re-
ality is not so promising. 
What makes the differ-
ence between a prosper-
ous, happy retirement 
versus a retirement filled 
with stress and worry? 

Here is a summary from 
existing retirees about 
what they thought were 
keys to a successful re-
tirement. 
Plan ahead. Although 

this is obvious, you real-
ly have to envision what 
retirement you want 10 
years in advance. That 
means, if you think your 
pensions will sustain 
your preferred lifestyle, 
imagine your income 
dropping next month by 

40-60 per cent. Will you 
still be comfortable at 
that new income level? If 
not, it’s time to squirrel 
away some money now 
to make up for the short-
fall.
Be conservative in 

your assumptions. As-
sumptions are an impor-
tant part of any retire-
ment plan. Too often as-
sumptions do not leave 
room for variability, 
margins of error, or se-
vere market corrections. 
Projections done at 12 
per cent are extremely 
optimistic and prone to 
disappoint. We’re talk-
ing about maintaining 
12 per cent per year over 
30-40 years; I think 8-10 
per cent is more realistic. 
The worst thing about us-
ing a low projection rate 

is having more money. 
Have a Diversified 

Portfolio. Over the past 
three years, cash and 
bonds have offset the 
damage in the equity 
markets. However, with 
the markets turning the 
corner, it’s time to repo-
sition once again. Rebal-
ancing a portfolio may 
take years to accomplish, 
but once done, the retire-
ment portfolio should 
run on auto-pilot with 
occasional, minor adjust-

ments.
Account for inflation. 

Think back to 1970 when 
it was possible to buy a 
home for $20,000. Now a 
comparable home would 
be about $140,000. I re-
member my mom giving 
me $0.50 for bread and 
milk and a chocolate bar. 
What do we think things 
will be like in 2025?
Develop hobbies and 

interests before re-
tirement. Although 
some may be prepared 

financially, there are 
those with too much 
time on their hands. 
Also, for those who tie 
their self-worth to their 
paycheque, establishing 
other fulfilling activi-
ties is crucial. Give a job 
to a busy person as the 
saying goes, so establish 
your retirement activi-
ties before you actually 
retire. Some individuals 
are busier in retirement 
than during their work-
ing years – and happy 
about it.
Minimize Tax. It’s so 

easy to get caught up 
worrying about safety 
of capital in retirement 
when really the focus 
should be on minimiz-
ing tax. The bottom line 
is good tax planning 
makes a huge difference 

to retirement. 
Live a healthy retire-

ment. It sounds all too 
obvious, but take the 
case of Marvin – he had 
a heart attack only two 
years into his retire-
ment. Today Marvin is 
much more conscious of 
what he eats and makes 
sure he goes out walk-
ing at least three times a 
week. The healthier you 
are, the longer you will 
likely live and the more 
you will enjoy your life. 
You can have a lot of 
money, but if you don’t 
have your health you re-
ally can’t benefit from a 
lot of your money. 

So there it is … a little 
advice from some ex-
perts. Living proof that 
retirement can be the 
best years of your life. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
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With flights from 
Breslau’s Region 
of Waterloo Inter-
national Airport 

to Ottawa set to begin Monday 
(Mar. 29), Quickair Inc. is opti-
mistic about the opportunities 
housed locally.

“I’ve attended a lot of meet-
ings with a lot of business 
groups … and I’m absolutely 
overwhelmed by the amount of 
support we have been given by 
the local business groups. We 
have to do our part to transfer 
that interest into real business 
for ourselves,” company presi-
dent Paul Phee told the Observ-
er before a Mar. 23 press gala 
flight over the region, part of a 
full day of open house events. 
“We’re very optimistic due to 
the high level of interest.”

The flights mark the return 
of service from Breslau to Ot-
tawa, which ceased after Tril-
lium Air stopped servicing 
the route in June 2002. A pair 
of round-trip flights will leave 
each day, though the frequency 
may increase depending on de-
mand.

“When we first started look-
ing at the area, we sent out a 
few people just to come check 
out the region, do some re-
search on the economics of the 
region,” Phee said, noting he 
has personally been to the area 
for four week-long trips while 
preparations were being made 
for the inaugural day.

“It’s got a lot of benefits; it’s 
close to major city shopping, 
but it’s a small town environ-
ment,” he said of the region. “I 

Quickair takes off for Ottawa
Breslau-based airport offers big city appeal in small town atmosphere, says pres

think that’s the neat part about 
this airport. The airport is go-
ing to provide business travel-
lers with all the benefits of a 
small airport, but they’ll have 
all the design of a large, major 

airport. I think it’s a real slick 
little set-up here.”

Quickair uses 19-passenger 
Jetstream planes, which will 
take 60 to 70 minutes to reach 
Ottawa from Breslau. This 

will be the company’s first op-
eration outside the Calgary-
Edmonton corridor, where it 
carried 60,000 passengers last 
year, doing 30 flights a day.

While Quickair plans to add 

a Montreal route to its roster 
sometime soon, the specifics 
remain up in the air, noted 
Phee. It will probably be an-
other month or so before the 
start date for that route is an-
nounced.

“We’re very focused on not 
over-promising and under-per-
forming. We’d rather do a great 
job at what we set out here to 
do,” he said, referring to the 
Ottawa route.

“We have primarily most of 
the setup organized already for 
Montreal, but … we’re probably 
going to get the Ottawa service 
established, make sure we have 
no problems with the setup, the 
reliability with the airport op-
erations at both ends, then we’ll 
be more prepared to announce 
the start date for the Montreal 
route. But we’ll be able to spool 
up the Montreal service a bit 
quicker than with Ottawa.”

A trip to Montreal is expected 
to take between 75 and 90 min-
utes.

Soon, Quickair will be joined 
at the airport by Northwest 
Airlines. Flights to the com-
pany’s Detroit hub – which fea-
tures connecting flights to 130 
destinations – are set to begin 
June 11.

“I think the airport author-
ity is going to be quite success-
ful attracting other operators 
here. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if you did have some charter 
operations in here by the fall,” 
Phee added, referring to $27 
million in renovations to the 
airport completed last sum-
mer, including a runway exten-
sion and expanded apron.

“We’re really pleased to be 
part of the community.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

There was more good news on the growth front for Woolwich in Feb-
ruary’s building activity report. The township issues 22 building permits, 
with a construction value of $3.03 million, bringing the year-to-date total 
to $6.8 million, up more than $4 million over last year at this time.

In an effort to increase the number of trees on school properties, the public 
school boadr, Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce and Ever-
green Foundation are teaming for Trees for Learning. Each $200 donation 
will plant a tree. To donate, call 748-4021.

Meeting Mar. 23, Woolwich council approved increases to its per-diem 
and mileage expenses. Effective Apr. 1, the use of personal vehicles for 
township businesses will be net compensation of 37 cents per kilometre, 
up from 35. Meal expenses will be covered up to $50, up from $40.

UP, UP, AND AWAY  Quickair Inc. is set to begin regular flights from Breslau’s Waterloo Regional International Airport to Ottawa 
Monday (Mar. 29). Company president Paul Phee was on hand during open house ceremonies Mar. 23.
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�����������������������������������������������

FINE ART AND CUSTOM 
PICTURE FRAMING SHOP

only
originals

���������������������������������
�������������������

��������������������������������������������

��������

�����
�����������
����

������������������������������������������

������������������
����������������

What is Cancer?
������� ������������� ������������������������ ��������
�����������������������������������������������������������
����������� ������������������������������������ �������
�����������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������

������ �������� ���� ����� �������� ��������� ���� ����� �����
�����������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������

Cancer Awareness
Month������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������

������������������������������
����������������������������������
���������������������������������
���������������

�������������������������������
������������������������������������
�������������������������������

�������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
����������������

Canadian Cancer Statistics
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A longtime staple 
of Elmira’s down-
town core is set 

to close its doors for the 
final time next month. 
Town Talk Fashions 
owner Janice Woods 
has decided to step away 
from the women’s cloth-

The right time 
for retirement

Town Talk Fashions owner looks to 
enjoy life after store ownership

“We have customers 
from all around the area. 
It’s amazing how many 
people will come and shop 
at our small store as op-
posed to the malls. They 
don’t like the malls.”

Once the store is offi-
cially closed, Woods is 
planning to do “nothing 
specifically.”

“I’ll take it as it comes. 
People tell me that when 
you (retire), you’re never 
at a loss for anything to 
do; things come up in 
your life. There’s always 
volunteer things to do 
and grandchildren,” she 
said.

ing business and retire 
at the end of April.

“I just feel it’s the right 
time. I hadn’t planned 
on doing it for this long,” 
Woods said of her deci-
sion to  close the doors.

An outside firm has 
been hired to manage 
the closure, which won’t 
be official until the exist-
ing merchandise has all 

been sold off. A closure 
sale started Thursday.

Ironically, it was during 
the store’s closure sale in 
1997 that Woods decided 
to purchase the business 
from her mother, Dolores 
Reibling. A steady stream 
of pleasant customers 
kept coming through the 
doors – where Woods had 
worked part-time since 1986 – igniting a desire 

within her to keep the 
store going.

“I thought I’d continue 
on with it for maybe a cou-
ple more years – it turned 
into seven quickly,” she 
said with a laugh.

“I just wasn’t ready to 
quit. I was enjoying it. I 
enjoy working with the 
people.”

Reibling, along with 
late husband Ray, pur-
chased the Arthur Street 
store in 1980, but its his-
tory goes back much fur-
ther than that. However, 
Woods isn’t sure exactly 
how much further.

“We’re not really sure 
exactly. We haven’t come 
up with anything con-
crete,” she said of the 
store’s opening, noting 
it was some time in the 
1960s.

Working part-time, 
Reibling has contin-
ued to be a part of the 
store since selling to her 
daughter. 

Business has remained 
strong over the years, 
Woods added, stressing 
the closure stems from 
her desire to enter retire-
ment. The thing she’ll 
miss most of all are the 
people, she noted.

RICHARD VIVIAN

CLOSING UP SHOP  Elmira’s Town Talk Fashions is preparing to close it’s doors once and for all next 
month, with owner Janice Woods (centre) set to retire. Beth Perrin (left) and Woods’ mother Dolores Reibling 
fill out the store’s staff.

WALKING TOUR  Nearly 60 JK and SK students from Conestogo PS went for a community walk 
Wednesday (Mar. 24) as part of their community studies. The tour took them to W&S Feed Supplies 
where they learned about the different kinds of seeds, as well as the bagging and mixing processes. 
A fire safety lesson from Conestogo firefighters was also on tap. Front row (from left): Daniel Gallant, 
Liam Ernst. Back row: Nolan Conles, Emily Yeung and Taylor Rempel.

COMMUNITY CLASSROOM

RICHARD VIVIAN

It’s not every day that you
win General Excellence.

Just every year.
Back-to-back wins for Best 

Newspaper in Ontario!
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While some hockey 
teams continue 
to make a run for 
the championship, 

Woolwich’s Novice A squad is 
already holding its crown. The 
Wildcats knocked off Oakville 
in two games to claim the Tri-
county title earlier this week.

“They were excited, as little 
eight-year-olds are going to 
be. They were enthusiastic on 
the bench, jumping around,” 
coach Don Bauman said, not-
ing it wasn’t until late in the 
game Mar. 22 that they sealed 
the 3-1 victory. “We scored the 
go-ahead goal in the last three 
minutes and the kids got all 
excited and jumping.

“[Oakville] didn’t have any 
real great chance to score 
after we made it 2-1. We held 
them at bay.”

The Wildcats nailed anoth-
er goal in the fi nal seconds, 
thanks to an empty Oakville 
net, to take the top prize. A 4-2 
win Mar. 20 kicked the best-
of-three series off for the local 
boys.

Oakville fi nished third in 
the regular season, hot on the 
heels of the second-place Wild-

Novice A Wildcats take crown
Woolwich wins league title with game-two victory

cats.
“Every time we played them 

this year – with the exception 
of one game – we were within 
a goal. It was a very compat-
ible team,” the coach said of 
the competition. Woolwich 

faced Oakville seven times 
throughout the season, taking 
four of the games and settling 
for a draw in another. One of 
Oakville’s wins came early in 
the season, followed by a game 
during the Tricounty round-

robin playdowns.
“I knew that if we played 

to our ability, we could beat 
them. We have three pretty 
good lines and a couple play-
ers we rely on for big goals and 
they come through, they can 

step up,” Bauman told the Ob-
server. 

“The reason for our big suc-
cess was the strength of our 
defence and goaltending. Our 
defence did a really good job of 
limiting shots.”

The round-robin playdowns 
saw the Novice A team fi nish 
with a 4-1-1 record.

“We had to work for every 
game in the round-robin to 
get to where we did,” Bauman 
noted.

Earlier this month, the Nov-
ice A squad got their success-
ful run rolling, claiming fi rst 
place in the Stouffville Tour-
nament Mar. 5-7. 

“It gave them that winning 
feeling. Then they knew what 
it takes and what it feels like. 
I think it was an extra boost. 
Any time you get that feeling 
… sometimes that’s what wins 
the next round or the next tour-
nament for you,” he said.

“We had a very good year. It 
was off to a little bit of a slow 
start, but this is the fi rst time 
playing competitive hockey 
for a lot of these boys. By the 
time we got 10 games into the 
season, we were only playing 
about .500 hockey, but from No-
vember on, I think we only lost 
two regular season games.”

A CLEAN SWEEP  It only took two 
games for the Woolwich Novice A 
squad to claim the Tricounty league 
championship over Oakville. The 
Wildcats won 4-2 in Elmira Mar. 
20, seen here, and 3-1 on the road 
Mar. 22.
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Post-season hockey 
came to an abrupt 
halt for the Wellesley 

Applejacks Mar. 19, after 
the Tavistock Braves hand-
ed them a 4-3 loss to claim 
the second-round playoff 
series in fi ve games. 

The last game of the post-
season – which played out 
in Braves territory – saw 
the Jacks battle to extend 
the series or at least take 
the game into overtime. 
With their goalie pulled, 
Wellesley used two puck 
drops in the Tavistock 
end during the fi nal 10 
seconds of play to put the 
pressure on, but couldn’t 
manage to tie it up.

“It was a hard-fought 
battle, we just didn’t get 
the bounces that we need-
ed.” coach Chip Seiling 
told the Observer follow-
ing the game. “The boys 
put in everything they 
had. We ended up in some 
suspension problems, 
some injury problems. 
We battled through that 
… and worked hard.”

Jacks fall to Tavistock, ending playoff drive
Braves knocks Wellesley out in second round

Not dressed for the Mar. 
19 match were Ryan Ger-
ber, who suffered a torn 
rotator cuff in the Mar. 17 
game; Captain Jeff Litt, 
who was suspended for 
four games Mar. 12 af-
ter butt-ending a Brave; 
and Dave Munroe, who 
couldn’t attend the game 
because of a school com-
mitment.

Wellesley fi nished the 
regular season in second 
place of the Junior De-
velopment’s Bauer Divi-
sion, ending regular play 
with 45 points. Tavistock 
dominated the division, 
holding the top spot with 
61 points.

“That team over there, 
I’m picking to go all the 
way,” Seiling said, point-
ing down the hallway 
to the Braves dressing 
room. “They have a solid 
hockey team.”

Tavistock will face Hag-
ersville for the confer-
ence fi nals, with league 
fi nals to follow.

“It’s always tough to 
lose to these guys. I’ve 
played against them for 
10 years, 12 years now – I 

hate losing to Tavistock,” 
goaltender Kevin Basler 
said, noting it was his 
fi rst year on the Jacks. 
“At least we made it to the 
second round.”

The Braves were the fi rst 
to impact the scoreboard 
Mar. 19 and maintained a 

lead through much of the 
game. Tavistock pushed 
on the Wellesley net right 
from the get go, but the 
Jacks defences prevented 
them from getting too 
many chances directly 
on the net – many shots 
went wide.

Midway through the 
opening frame, Tavis-
tock’s Pete Roes landed an 
unassisted, short-handed 
goal to get the scoring 
underway. Basler batted 
away his fi rst attempt, but 
the rebound shot trickled 
behind him and crossed 

into goal territory.
For the frame, Basler 

fended off four of fi ve shots 
on net, while Tavistock’s 
Mike Davidson shut down 
nine attempts.

The home team contin-
ued to press following in-
termission, but Wellesley 
refused to hand them the 
game, even with two play-
ers in the box for a minute 
and a half. Braves shots 
continued to go wide.

Five minutes into the 
period, Tavistock’s Adam 
Scherer doubled their 
lead. But Wellesley would 
respond with one of their 
own before the buzzer 
blew. The Jacks’ Tyler 
Redman clawed one back 
with 8:30 remaining, tak-
ing advantage of an ice-
bound Davidson.

Second period saw Da-
vidson face 12 shots, while 
13 attempts were made on 
Basler.

“They dump it in; fore-
check well and always put 
it toward the net. Every 
time they dump it in, I’m 
pretty sure they’re go-
ing to get a shot or two,” 

RICHARD VIVIAN

The Canadian Amputee Hockey Team – including St. Clements’ Cory Lorentz 
– are set to face off against the Powerhouse All-Stars this evening (Mar. 27) 
at The Sports Village in Vaughan. This will be their fi nal exhibition game 
before defending their World Championship in Prague, Czech Republic. 

There were no surprises during the Toyota Hockey Challenge, which saw 
Elmira resident Mackenzie Bauman and his fellow Waterloo Minor Bantam 
AAA Wolves cross the ocean for a pair of games against a Tomakomai, Ja-
pan team. The Japanese team won both; claiming 4-1 and 5-3 victories.

The EDSS lady Lancers will travel to Toronto’s York University Mar. 29 to 
compete in the Ontario Federation of Schools Athletic Association (OF-
SAA) hockey championships. The girls secured a one-way ticket to the 
tournament, taking the regional title Mar. 4.

▼ See JACKS page 17

NOT GONNA GET IT  Wellesley’s Reed McCall Stroh holds back a Tavistock player during the Mar. 19 that 
saw the Jacks eliminated from the Junior Development playoffs in the second round.
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FOR A LIMITED TIME. 
0$ DOWN/0% INTEREST/0 PAYMENTS UNTIL JANUARY 2005**

731225-032704EW

*Offer valid from 01 March, 2004 until 02 May, 2004 and is subject to change without notice at any time. Valid at participating dealer only. See dealer for details.

**Offer valid from 01 March, 2004 until 02 May, 2004. Subject to AgLine™ approval and John Deere dealer participation. For personal or commercial use. After 
interest free period, for eligible purchases of goods and services: 1) minimum monthly payment required (see example below); and 2) finance charges will begin to
accrue on amount financed at 12.9% per annum (on first day following the interest free period). A $0.50 per month minimum finance charge may be applied to unpaid
balances. No down payment required. For example, after interest free period on a X485 Tractor; GT245 Tractor; GT335 Tractor based on a selling price of $9,999.00;
$5,749.00; $10,219.00 less a down payment of $0 (up to a 20% down payment is permitted) results in a balance of $9,999.00; $5,749.00; $10,219.00 to be financed for a
maximum of 82 months with 82 monthly payments of $199.98; $114.98; $204.38 totalling $16,398.36; 9,428.36; $16,759.16 based on 12.9% APR with a cost of borrowing
of $6,399.36; $3,679.36; $6,540.16. In the event the loan goes into default, the charge for amounts past due is 19.75% APR. Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight and 
preparation charges not included and may increase price or monthly payment(s). See your dealer for complete details and other financing options. Available at 
participating dealers only. Minimum purchase required. Program subject to change, without notice, at any time.

For a limited time, you can get a great deal.  No money down, no payments and no interest until

January 2005** on some of our most popular John Deere garden tractors. You’ll enjoy 

months and months of hard-working John Deere durability before you pay a dime.  

But while John Deere is built to last, this deal isn’t–hurry in soon 

to take advantage of this special offer.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE.
AND NOW,

NOTHING BUYS ONE.

www.JohnDeere.com NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE™

Elmira Farm Service Ltd.
www.elmirafarmservice.com

Listowel
Highway #23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
1-800-263-9289

Acton
RR #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
1-800-685-3835

Elmira
122 Church St. West
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
1-800-265-6188

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

GT245 up to $500 off*

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

GX335 up to $300 off*

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

X485 up to $1500 off*

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The signs of spring 
are creeping up 
everywhere, in-

cluding the local are-
nas. Hockey season is 
nearing its end – per-
haps the first true sign 
of a Canadian spring 
– but not before a hand-

Minor hockey winds down
“Overall, it’s been a great year,” says Smyth

ful of Woolwich Minor 
Hockey teams compete 
in their respective final 
series.

“I think this is a good 
year for us to see the 
number of kids that are 
actually doing well,” 
WMH president Rob 
Smyth told the Observ-
er. “On a regular basis, 
a number of teams have 

the opportunity to get to 
the finals.

“Overall, it’s been a 
great year.”

This season saw three 
rep teams fight their 
way through the Tri-
county round-robin 
tournament to make it to 
the league finals. While 
the Midget AA and Pee-

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

▼ See PLAYOFFS page 15

PHOTOS: RICHARD VIVIAN

SO FAR, SO GOOD  Woolwich has a one-game advantage in their quest for the Tricounty league Midget 
AA championship heading into the weekend. The Wildcats downed Caledon 2-0 at the St. Jacobs Arena 
Tuesday (Mar. 23).

WOOLWICH VS. WOOLWICH  The Peewee LL Grand River finals is a competition between Woolwich 
teams two and three. Team three took the first game of the series 7-2 Mar. 21.

A GOOD RUN  The Woolwich Bantam LL squad fell 3-1 and 2-0 to Plattsville in the Grand River Finals, 
leaving the locals in second place after the houseleague playoffs were done.
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

20LB BOX
SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES

20LB BOX
RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT

$18.00$18.00
PER BOX

CITRUS
TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. MARCH 31,  10AM-2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

OR

Playoffs the focus for minors
wee AE squads continue 
their battles, the local 
Novice A lads have al-
ready found themselves 
on top, beating Oakville 
in two straight games.

For the Midget AAs, it 
was a 2-0 win over Cale-
don Tuesday (Mar. 23) 
that kicked off the best-
of-three series. Game 
two plays out today in 
Caledon, with game 
three set to return to the 
Elmira Arena tomorrow 
(Mar. 28) at 6:30 p.m., if 
needed. 

All it takes is four 
points –a victory marks 
two points while an 
overtime loss results 
in one point and a loss 
equals no points – to 
claim the title.

The Peewee AE team is 
facing an uphill battle 
this weekend, as they 
fight to come back from 
Sunday’s (Mar. 24) 2-0 
loss to Hespeler – a hock-
ey club that eliminated 
many Woolwich teams 
along the way. Game 
two kicks off at 4:40 
p.m. today at the Elmira 
Arena, with game three 
scheduled for tomorrow 
back in Hespeler.

While the Tricounty 
finals are often seen as 
a consolation for teams 
ousted from the Ontario 
Minor Hockey Associa-
tion playoffs, it remains 
a coveted prize, suggest-
ed Smyth.

“These are the teams 
that they play against 
on a regular basis and 
that says a lot. They’ve 
really had to go head-to-
head with these teams 
throughout the year 
and have gotten to know 
them,” the president 
said. “I think there are 
some bragging rights 
that they can be league 
champions, even if they 
didn’t get as far as they 
wanted to in the OM-
HAs. The OMHAs are 
great … but getting 
three teams in the [Tri-
county finals] shows a 
lot.”

The Grand River 
(houseleague) finals are 
also playing out with a 
contingent of three Wool-
wich teams. Atom LL #3 
players hold a one-game 
advantage in their series 
against neighbouring 
Twin Centre as of press 
time. The Woolwich boys 
won 7-6 Monday (Mar. 
22). Game two was set 
for Thursday evening, 
but the results weren’t 
known at press time.

The Bantam LL #1 squad 
fell 3-1 to Plattsville in 
their series opener Tues-
day and 2-0 the following 
night, eliminating them 
from play.

In the Peewee LL divi-
sion, it’s a fight that’s all 
Woolwich. Local squads 
#2 and #3 are battling it 

out for the crown. Game 
one saw the #3 team 
land a 7-2 win to start 

the ball rolling. Game 
two starts at 6 p.m. to-
day at the Elmira Are-

na. Game three returns 
to the arena, if needed, 
tomorrow at 4 p.m.

Continued from page 14

NEIGHBOURHOOD RIVALS  Woolwich took an early lead in the Atom LL Grand River league finals over 
Wellesley township’s Twin Centre with a 7-6 win Mar. 22. Game two played Thursday, but the results weren’t 
known as of press time.

GOT SCORES?
WE WANT THEM!

Call Richard Vivian x101 
to get your scoresheets
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Catalyst Theatre presents

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SUPPORTED BY
SEASON SPONSOR 

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 

WATERLOO

An adult fairytale that 
takes you into a world where

single fateful moments and
blue butterflies can transcend devastation and 

celebrate the endurance of the human spirit.

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

“Gem of a performance in a standout evening”
- The Globe and Mail

1/8pg CITS WO BlueOrphan  3/11/04  3:14 PM  Page 1

computer wholesaler
����������������������

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $299!
WE ALSO DO

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES

P3 933 DELL
• 128 mb ram

• 20 gb hard drive
• CD-ROM

• Windows 2000 Pro

$349
Dell P4 • 1.8 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows
   2000 Pro

$649

• 17” Flat Monitor
ONLY $100

• 19” Flat Monitor
ONLY $160

• 21” Flat Monitor
ONLY $250

ADD AN
AFFORDABLE

MONITOR

Compaq Celeron
2.5 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• 48x CDRW • 56K Modem
• MSI Motherboard
   INTERNET READY SYSTEMS!

$449
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After a nearly unde-
feated season, the 
Woolwich Bantam 

AE Wildcats were forced 
to settle for second place 
in the Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association fi-
nals last weekend. The 
Clarington Toros took 
the title Sunday (Mar. 
21), after claiming a third 
win in the best-of-five se-
ries.

“We gave it great effort. 
It’s disappointing be-
cause, all of a sudden, it’s 

Bantam AE settle for OMHA silver
“We had a fantastic season; it just would have been nice to win the last game,” says coach

done,” coach Doug Trim-
ble said of the hockey sea-
son. “We had a fantastic 
season, it just would have 
been nice to win the last 
game.”

Woolwich took the first 
game of the series 3-2, but 
fell 5-4, 2-1 and 4-3 in the 
following match-ups.

“They were a big, strong 
team; they were tough. 
They had some players 
who are really talented.” 
Trimble said of the com-
petition. 

“We were driving down 
the highway and we see 
the sign for Clarington 

for 75,000 people and we 
were wondering why 
we’re in the same cat-
egory as them, because 
we’re a pretty small cen-
tre compared to them,” 
he continued, noting 
Woolwich’s population 
is about 18,400. “If we’d 
have had a bounce here 
or there we would have 
done okay. It’s a game of 
breaks, too.”

At some point during 
each of the games, Wool-
wich held a lead. In fact, 
game four saw the local 
squad with a 3-1 lead, but 
the Toros tied it up at the 
end of the second frame 
and marked the win with 
a face-off goal in the open-
ing minutes of the third 
period.

Woolwich was also down 
its top goal scorer for the 
game. Shane McTavish 
was injured in a knee-
on-knee collision during 
game three and wasn’t 
suited up for the decid-
ing match. Similarly, Da-
vid Trimble sustained a 
shoulder injury as the fi-
nal seconds of game three 
ticked down and wasn’t 
in top physical form for 
the fourth game.

“I’m disappointed that 
they lost, but it showed 
that a team can work to-
gether really well and 
be successful and still 
be respectful of their op-
ponents. I saw a number 
of games … and was re-
ally impressed with how 
they played. These kids 
… treat their opponents 
with respect,” comment-
ed Rob Smyth, president 
of Woolwich Minor Hock-
ey.

“They had a great sea-

son. This goes on to prove 
that the additional entry 
process works to develop 
kids. It certainly devel-
ops players, but it devel-
ops people. One of the 
things I saw in that group 
of kids was a tightly knit, 
hardworking, respectful 
group of kids.”

Because of their ad-
vancement to the OMHA 
finals, the Wildcats were 
forced to forego a run at 
the Tricounty champi-
onships. During the Tri-
county round-robin play, 

the Bantam AE players 
were entered into the 
Harris division, one level 
higher than they played 
throughout the regular 
season. Had they always 
competed at that level, 
Trimble feels the team 
would have been better 
prepared to face Claring-
ton.

“It came back to haunt 
us that we played in a 
lesser category all year. 
We played weak competi-
tion. It was good that we 
moved up for the playoffs 

in Tricounty, but I think 
we would have done bet-
ter if we had been in that 
division all year,” he told 
the Observer.

“We had the extra chal-
lenge in tournaments and 
Silver Stick, but if we’d 
have had that all sea-
son long, we would have 
played tougher teams.”

The Bantam AE team 
made it to the finals of the 
International Silver Stick 
competition in January, 
but lost to the North Lon-
don Nationals.

RICHARD VIVIAN

SILVER MEDAL RUN  The Woolwich Bantam AE Wildcats claimed second place in the Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association finals last weekend, losing the crown to Clarington in four games.
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Not long ago, I was 
coming home 
from a day on the 

ice when my auger cover 
slipped off the blade. As I 
replaced it, I happened to 
nick my thumb. It wasn’t 
a bad cut, but it was cold 
and I was walking over 
snow, so I left, what ap-
peared to be a noticable 
blood trail along the 
snowmobile trail back to 
the parking lot.

When I arrived there, I 
ran into a group of anglers 
who were taking their ice 
hut home. Talk about a 
lucky break for me.

First off, I had my limit 
of fish. Secondly, I was 
bleeding. As an outdoors-
man, these are the neces-
sary ingredients needed 
to build a legendary sto-
ry.

“Are you alright?” one 
asked. Translated to an-
gling speak, this means, 
“If you die, can I have 
your auger?”

“Sure, I am,” I winced, 
faking a swoon. “It’s just 
a little cut.” Just then I 
dropped my fish at their 
feet. “I stayed ‘til I got a 
limit – the kids need to 
eat.”

And then, after some dra-
matic stumbling, I walked 
off into the blizzard.

A lot of novice outdoors-
men wouldn’t have taken 
advantage of the situa-
tion, but we veterans un-
derstand that the true 
value of a fishing injury 
lies squarely in the psy-
chological realm. Even 
something as small as a 
nicked thumb can pro-
vide a savvy angler with 
all the excuses he’ll ever 
need to justify why he 
caught less fish than his 
buddy. Executed correct-
ly, a well-witnessed in-
jury with the appropriate 
trickle of blood is practi-
cally worth its weight in 
fish not caught. 

For the injured, it’s a 
win-win situation. From 
here on in, if out-fished 
you can blame it on your 
“recent disability” but 
if you catch more than 
your buddy, you humbly 
remark that you accom-
plished this “while recov-

ering.”
The trick is to let oth-

ers notice and comment 
on your injury, while you 
dramatically downplay 
it. This provides the illu-
sion that you are a tough 
old bird and later when 
you’re at home looking 
at that Barney band aid, 
you’ll be glad you did.

Words like, “Ah, it’s 
nothing,” or “Shucks, I’ve 
had worse,” can make all 
the difference. Remem-
ber, anglers exaggerate 
and the word travels.

The success of this strat-
egy was evident the very 
next day when I returned 
to the lake to jig for trout. 

Several snowmobilers 
stopped by to convey their 
condolences about the re-
cent loss of my thumb. 
The story they heard 
credited a humongous 
lake trout for wrapping 
line around the doomed 
digit. Eventually, they 
say it made an incredible 
run, forcing the sharp 

line to slice off my thumb 
as clean as anything.

This kind of story makes 
a legend out of ordinary 
fishermen such as yours 
truly. It’s a primordial 
man-against-nature tale. 
It provides us with hope 
and tells of the unrelent-
ing spirit of the outdoors-
man when faced with de-
mons of his own design. 
It’s part of our proud 
sporting heritage. 

People want to believe 
that a man can overcome 
such debilitating injuries 
and endure. Who was I to 
shatter those beliefs?

Though slightly exag-
gerated, I was proud to 
give others hope. And I 
must admit, I wept a bit 
when reminded of my 
own bravery.

“You’re an inspiration 
to us all Mr. Galea,” said 
one young sportsman as 
he baited my hook.

As they were leaving, I 
smiled bravely and gave 
them two thumbs up. 

You know, anglers are 
strange. They put blind 
faith in monster lake 
trout, but just try to con-
vince them that thumbs 
can grow back ...

Basler said of the Braves’ 
attack.

Only 34 seconds into the 
final frame, Wellesley 
tied it at two apiece, but 
were unable to withstand 
the following invasion. 
From Blake Voisin and 
Sean Ryan, Shane Cic-
chine planted one behind 
Davidson.

The Braves reclaimed 
the lead at 10:22 and 
added to it at 8:26. Scor-
ing were Roes and Sean 
Donaghy respectively.

Jacks call it a season in second round
With 1:25 remaining 

in the game, Wellesley’s 
Geoff Gaudett used a 
power play advantage to 
bring the match within a 
goal. Assists went to Cic-
chine and Jason Lantz.

Pulling Basler, the 
Jacks kept the puck near 
the Tavistock net from 
there out, but were un-
able to get the goal they 
needed to continue play. 
The Braves won 4-3.

“They have a pretty 
good team; a lot of strong 
guys,” Litt said of the 

competition. 
“I thought we had a pret-

ty good season. It was a 

really fun season. I had a 
good time. There’s a good 
bunch of guys here.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

NEVER SAY DIE  Jacks coach Chip Seiling (left) and asst. coach John 
Tsai call for players on the ice to challenge a Tavistock player.

Continued from page 13

OBSERVER ONLINE
Follow all your favourite local sports

teams every week, in print and online
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com
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www.leisureworld.ca

Proud of our calibre
of staff and our
dedication to delivering
complex services related
to aging, our commitment
to hiring the brightest,
most caring, and
compassionate staff has
established our
reputation as a centre for
long-term care excellence. 

Elmira Caregiving Centre

• RNs • RPNs • PSWs
Open House

Friday, April 2nd • 12 p.m. to 8p.m. 
120 Barnswallow Drive, Elmira

WE OFFER: • 8-hour shifts with no shift rotation 
• flexible shifts • competitive salaries & benefits 

• career advancement • mentorship & bursary programs 

If you cannot attend, please apply to: 
Nancy Dunbar – Administrator, Leisureworld Inc., 

Fax: (519) 669-0928  e-mail: nancy.dunbar@leisureworld.ca
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HELP WANTED

Drivers Needed for farm 
pickups. Lifting involved. 
Full time or part time. Phone 
669-4880.

Experienced Cook and 
servers wanted (Smar t 
Serve certificate) for res-
taurant in St. Jacobs. Fax 
resume to 664-1234 or send 
to   Woolwich Observer, Box 
200, 20-B Arthur St. N., 
Elmira, N3B 1Z9

Full Time Landscape La-
bourers & Interlocking Stone 
Installers wanted for busy 
landscape company. Must 
have Valid/Insurable driv-
ers license. Heavy lifting 
required and long hours. 
Wages dependent upon 
experience. Start May 1. 
Fax resume to Culp’s Lawn 
Care, Drayton 519-638-
5850. Only those selected 
for interview will be con-
tacted.

Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds.

Ladies Needed to piece 
qui l t  tops and or hand 
stitch and bind quilts. Call 
(519)664-2130.

Part-time Help Wanted, 
Elmira Gift Outlet. Call 669-
3072 or drop resume at 1 
Union St., Elmira.

HELP WANTED

Volunteer Drivers Need-
ed. Woolwich Community 
Services is a non-profit or-
ganization with various pro-
grams to help people in this 
community. Currently we ar 
in need of: Care-Ring Driv-
ers (drive once per month). 
Small gas compensation 
available. If you have spare 
time and enjoy helping oth-
ers please call us at 669-
5139 or drop in at our office, 
73 Arthur St. S., for a volun-
teer application.

WORK WANTED

Experienced Mennonite 
Ladies willing to clean your 
home. Will also do spring 
cleaning. Call 669-3231.

Mennonite Girl willing 
to do your c leaning on 
Wednesdays. If you are in-
terested please call Ruth at 
664-3704.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Artificial indoor rocks. 64 
sq. ft. Used for wall around 
woodstove. $49 o.b.o. 669-
0354.

Six books by Janette Oke, 
paperback, excellent condi-
tion! Call 669-1456.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Private Tutoring Available. 
Certified teacher will help 
elementary students with 
any subject. Call Becky 
664-3892.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter Needed in our 
home or yours for a 3 and 
6 year old. Part-time and 
some full-time hours. Prefer 
is transportation can be pro-
vided to school but not nec-
essary. Call 669-2551.

Daycare Required. Profes-
sional, shift working couple 
seeking in home daycare 
for a 4 year old. Wages ne-
gotiable. 886-3612, ask for 
Wendy or Scott.

E l m i r a  -  C h i l d  c a r e 
Required,Full-time starting 
September for 1 year old girl. 
Our home or yours. Call Kris-
tine or Steve 669-3482.

FOR SALE

Appliance Sale - Only 2 
weeks left to save “PST” on 
Energy Star fridges, front-
loaders, freezers, dishwash-
ers. Walters Appliances, 
669-2007.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

FOR SALE

Bowflex XTL. 2 months old. 
$2000. Leave message at, 
669-1065.

In-Stock Wallpaper and 
borders starting at $1.99. 
All Wallpaper book orders 
up to 50% off. All Hunter 
Douglas Window blinds 
on sale. Elmira Decorat-
ing, 5 Church St. E., Elmira 
(519)669-4310.

Many Uncle Arthur books, 
including “the Bible Story” 
(complete 10 volume set for 
$175.00, including home de-
livery). Call 669-1456.

Solid Oak Table with insert, 
solid oak pedestal, four oak 
chairs, glass table top made 
to fit. Everything like new 
- seldom used! $800.00 
or best offer. Call Bob at 
664-1226.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

WANTED

Spring Cleaning? We will 
take any good used items to 
sell at our Fundraiser Garage 
Sale on Apr. 30 & May 1, Wal-
lenstein. All proceeds will go 
to The Lighthouse Children’s 
Home in Ghana West Africa. 
If you have any items to 
donate, contact Carolyn at 
669-8365 or e-mail Judy at 
cjdm32002@yahoo.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, 
auto, air and more, one 
owner. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

2000 Caravan. Low kms, 1 
owner, Family Value. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Caravan SE, popular 
model, one owner, low kms, 
mint condition. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2002 Dakota Club Cab, 
low kms, one owner, air & 
cd stereo. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, low km, 
one owner, V6, air, CD stereo, 
tonneau cover and lots more. 
Voisin Chyrsler 669-2831.

2002 Ford Escape XLT 
Spor t - yel low, loaded, 
55,000 kms. As is. $23,500. 
669-0069.

2003 Durango SLT Plus, only 
12,000 kms, leather, loaded. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Apar tment For Rent -  
Large, 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Quiet neighbourhood. 
669-2566 or 502-6875.

RENTALS

Elmira - 3 bedroom, main 
floor apartment.  Utilities in-
cluded, close to downtown. 
$975/mth. Available now. 
Call 669-4987.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

REAL ESTATE

Office Space Available 10 x 
12 - $229 per month; lots of 
natural light, air conditioned, 
great parking for you AND 
your clients - Elmira Plaza 
669-0223.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Experi-
enced, confidential service. 
Computerized returns. Net Fil-
ing available. Call 669-1429.

COMING EVENTS

Spaghetti Dinner - Friday, 
April 2. New Linwood Recre-
ation Centre 5-7 pm. Adults 
$8.00; children 4 to 12 $4.00, 
under 3 years - free. All pro-
ceeds to the Linwood Recre-
ation Centre Building Fund.

St. Jacobs Arena Annual 
Garage Sale. Sat. April 17, 
7:30a.m.- 11:00am.
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ACROSS 
1. Coarse-haired sheep 
of  central Asia
8. Not in favour
12. A PGA tournament 
where anyone can try 
out
16. Formation of  moun-
tains
17. Type of  Indian fl at 
bread
18. ‘Handle With ___’
19. Increasing in speed
21. Group of  three
22. Negatives
23. Marked by the re-
ception of  pay
24. In the past
25. Abbrev. for ‘regular’
26. Offi ce kept cool 
(2wrds)
30. A trinket to protect 
against evil
33. Has a function
34. West Virginia town 
with zip code 25143
35. Title of  standing in 
military
36. Handle of  a weapon
39. Decay
41. The common people 
or “___ polloi”
42. Princess who aided 
Jason in taking Gold-
en Fleece (Greek my-
thology)
44. Steak cooked bloody
46. Characterized by in-
tense emotion
48. Animals or plants 
that feed on insects
51. Having selfi sh lack 
of  human decency
53. Type of  dish slowly 
cooked in own liquid
54. Archaic form of  

‘slip’
57. The beginning stag-
es of  any subject
58. Makes drinks cold
60. Type of  lodging 
(plr)
62. Male emperor (Rus-
san prior to 1917)
63. Flightless birds 
like ostrich but found 
in Peru
65. Artifi cial language 
(revision of  Esperanto)
67. Sensation of  things 
crawling on your skin
69. Adam’s apple was 
this (2wrds)
73. Registered Nursing 
Association (accro)
74. The chief  offi cal in 
a sports match
75. Nocturnal mouse-
like mammals
76. Call upon in suppli-
cation
79. The colour portion 
of  the eye
80. Scientifi c theory of  
atoms (2wrds)
83. Celine Dion’s hus-
bands fi rst name
84. New Zealand co-
nifer
85. Ideology that soci-
ety should be run by se-
lect group of  individ-
uals
86. An energy unit re-
lated to heat and work
87. Highest pinnacle of  
perfection
88. To desalinize things
DOWN 
1. Zen buddhist riddle 
to focus mind during 
meditation

2. With a bow - playing 
a stringed instrument
3. Mythical birds of  
prey having enormous 
size
4. Make older
5. Scottish folklore 
horse-like water spirit
6. Bring to light
7. Short poem of  song-
like quality
8. Bug that lives in or-
ganized colonies
9. Nymph of  lakes 
(Greek mythology)
10. Northern Moroc-
can city
11. A metal bar
12. A tarriff  on vari-
ous good brought into 
a town
13. Insert extra com-
ments
14. Plant genus resem-
bling aster of  the daisy 
family
15. Recent or new
20. Rapid commotion
26. Unsaturated hydro-
carbon (also called ole-
fi n)
27. Scientifi c study of  
food and drink for hu-
mans
28. Brief  introductory 
passages
29. Nike slogan “Just __ 
___” (2wrds)
30. A human limb
31. Film actress bomb-
shell: ___ West
32. Lacking discern-
ment
37. Something curved 
in shape
38. Antoine Domino’s 

stage name
40. Implement to steer 
a boat
43. Birthplace of  St. 
Francis of  Assisi
45. Make level
47. Pleasing to the ear
49. And so forth
50. Belonging to you
51. Upchuck, retch, 
puke
52. Regarding with ex-
treme repugnance
55. Worthless, oversim-
plifi ed ideas
56. Make an effort
59. Visual imagery of  
almost photographic ac-
curacy
61. To proceed hur-
riedly
64. To lower in rank, es-
teem and pride
66. Press out of  shape
68. Hinduism: seers 
that heard the hymns 
of  God
70. Literary genre in-
tended for the theatre
71. US law enforcement 
agency
72. To speed an en-
gine without having the 
transmission properly 
engaged
76. Lobster traditional-
ly cooked this way
77. At a previous time
78. Athletic facility 
(plr)
79. A strong emotion or 
wrath
81. Bartender in The 
Simpsons
82. When you plan to 
arrive
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Classic
Revisting the fi rst thoughts from that side of the dam

By request, the Observer 
is revisiting the “dam” 
humour and observa-
tions of  Floradale’s Allen 
D. Martin. The following 
are Allen’s fi rst two col-
umns; My Side of  the Dam 
started running in April, 
1996, coinciding with the 
launch of  Woolwich Ob-
server, which next month 
begins its ninth year of  
publication.

More of  “Classic My Side 
of  the Dam” will appear 
in future issues. Allen, 
who stopped writing last 
year due to health issues, 
has indicated you may see 
a few more originals in 
this space.

It’s already mid-April. 
This morning, as I left 
the house, I almost 

broke my back as I slipped 
on the ice formed during 
last night’s rainstorm. 
Spring was heralded in 
offi cially a few weeks ago, 
but it still hasn’t arrived 
in Floradale!

Usually, by this time of  
year, my crocuses are in 
bloom. This year, they 
seem to have croaked!

Living on my side of  the 
dam has its advantages. 
I can witness the return 
of  the red-winged black-
birds as they stake out 
their territory and “gur-

glee” their arrival at the 
water’s edge. Watching 
them build their nests 
and later feeding their 
young is wonderful to ob-
serve.

But – not so this year!
I did see a robin a few 

days ago, feathers all 
puffed up in order to 
keep warm, hopping over 
my snow-covered lawn. I 
felt rather sorry for the 
poor bird, but knew that 
I could do nothing to help 
it.

I guess that Wiarton 
Willie got his signals con-
fused regarding spring 
this year, as well. Per-
haps, this year we will 
have no spring, but in-
stead go directly from 
winter to summer.

A few days ago, my wife 
got really ambitious and 
raked the front lawn. It 
was on the one recent 
day when the snow had 
apparently disappeared. 
Imagine my surprise 
when we awoke the next 
morning to see several 
centimeters of  snow cov-
ering our lawn, garden 
and piles of  winter re-
fuse my wife had raked 
the day before!

As I write this piece, the 
roar of  the “spring” run-
off  shakes the window 
panes in our house as it 

tumbles over the circu-
lar dam in our village. 
Brown water, covered 
with white foam from 
the various phosphates 
dumped from upstream, 
makes all kids of  pat-
terns on the surface as it 
races through the Florad-
ale park and downstream 
toward Elmira.

I was recently sick with 
a virus which seemed to 
lodge itself  in my throat, 
causing a fever and an 
irritating cough. My doc-
tor prescribed me some 
antibiotics. Those helped 
me with everything but 
my cough. If  spring had 
“sprung” like it was sup-
posed to, I’m sure this 
ticklish cough would have 
evaded me.

With temperatures hov-
ering near the zero mark, 
it sure doesn’t feel like 
spring to me. From my 
side of  the dam, it appears 
as if  I’ll have to wait a few 
more weeks to witness the 
return of  the birds, the 
fl owers and everything 
else that arrives with 
spring. Even my cough 

will have disappeared!
But then, I’ve got nothing 

very exciting to do any-
way – the lawn is raked.

*****
Since my last writing, 

the weather has changed 
somewhat for the better, 
with temperatures steadi-
ly climbing up and warm 
winds drying up the fi elds 
around the area. The pile 
of  raked-up leaves and 
other debris has also been 
picked up. I helped my 
wife do this cleanup on 
Saturday afternoon.

The water in the dam is 
still chocolate-brown as it 
speeds over the concrete 
barrier, thundering to the 
lower level. I noticed a 
few energetic fi sh trying 
to leap up the cascade as 
the water rushed over the 
dam.

 They remind me of  my 
younger years when I had 
more get-up and go than I 
do now. Although I don’t 
believe I ever tried to leap 
up a waterfall.

Already in this piece, I 
have used the word “up” 
a number of  times. Some 
months ago I came across 
a humorous bit of  infor-
mation regarding this 
little word. I cannot give 
credit to an author, since 
none was listed on the 
paper I received. Inciden-
tally, I added more to the 
story. This is how it goes.

“Up” is a two-letter word 

that has many meanings. 
“Up” means toward the 
sky or toward the top of  a 
list. But why do we wake 
“up” in the morning and 
stay “up” late at night? 
Why does a topic come 
“up?” Why do we want 
some people to speak 
“up” and others to shut 
“up?” Why are offi cers 
“up” for election? Why is 
it “up” to the secretary to 
write “up” a report so the 
boss can take it “up” with 
his board? Often this little 
word isn’t needed, but we 
use it anyway.

We brighten “up” a 
room; polish “up” the 
car; light “up” a candle; 
tie “up” a bundle of  news-
papers and lock “up” the 
house. 

Sometimes this word 
has special meanings … 
to stir “up” trouble; line 
“up” for tickets; work 
“up” and appetite; think 
“up” an excuse; get tied 
“up” in traffi c or maybe 
have trouble getting it 
“up” and keeping it “up.”

To be dressed is one 
thing, but to be dressed 
“up” is special. A drain 
must be opened “up” be-
cause it is clogged “up.” 
We open “up” our busi-
ness in the morning and 
close it “up” again at 
night. We zip “up” our 
zippers, turn “up” our 
collars and walk “up” 
town. We seem to be so 
mixed “up” about “up.”

To be “up” to the proper 
uses of  “up” look up “up” 
in the dictionary. “Up” 
takes “up” about half  a 
page of  defi nitions and 
adds “up” to 40 or so. If  

you feel “up” to it, I’m sure 
you could come “up” with 
more ways to use “up.” I 
have to get “up” and leave 
because I can’t make “up” 
my mind whether to keep 
“up” or quit. I decided it’s 
“up” to me to shut “up,” 
sit “down” and continue 
my writing in a more ap-
propriate vein.

This morning a pair of  
robins started building a 
nest on the attic window-
sill of  our house. There 
has been a robin’s nest 
there for the past seven 
years. I think perhaps 
the same ones, or their 
offspring, return each 
spring. Red-winged black-
birds are also back and 
their spring song of  “gur-
lee” tells me the males are 
staking their territorial 
claims around the edges 
of  the pond.

Spring has fi nally ar-
rived! With that comes a 
whole lot of  work. Clean-
ing the fl ower beds and 
raking the back lawn, I’ll 
leave for another day. Get-
ting rid of  things we don’t 
use anymore for a garage 
sale is another chore.

From my side of  the dam 
I can already see the trees 
on the far side take on a 
fresh, verdant green as the 
tiny leaves push out from 
the buds. Before long, the 
apple trees on my side of  
the dam also blossom and 
leaf, it will become more 
diffi cult to keep track of  
what the neighbours are 
doing on the other side. 
But then, I’ve got nothing 
very exciting to do any-
way. Spring is here and 
I’ll enjoy it.

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

to Apr. 3 
Waterloo Stage Theatre 

presents 
Man Of La Mancha 

Contact Waterloo Stage 
Theatre for show times. 

For tickets call 
519.888.0000 

to Apr. 17 
Theatre & Company 

presents  How I Learned 
to Drive - 7:30 pm
King Street Theatre, 

Kitchener.  For tickets call 
519.571.0928 

to Apr. 10 
Guelph Little Theatre 

presents 
The Taming of the Shrew 
Contact Guelph Little Theatre 

for show times.  For tickets 
call 519.821.0229 

Mar. 27 
Kitchener Waterloo 
Symphony presents 

Magnifi cent Westerns 
8:00 pm Centre In The 

Square.  For tickets 
call 519.578.1570 or 

800.265.8977 
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

BOWLINGNEWS
 COMPILED BY ELMIRA BOWL

Mon. Afternoon Ladies: Jenny 
Mazereeuw 591/231, Roz Scheffer 
574/217, Hennie Vanelswyk 566, Brenda 
Luscott 527/213, Pat Allgeier 515
Mon. Early Birds: Wendy Kopf 589/237, 
Tanya Bettridge 584/237, Michaela 
Bowman 577/254, Marie Brubacher 558, 
Bev Wendland 554
+55 Tues.: Marg Neeb 605/259, Jackie 
Goodwin 576/232, Mary Stroh 534, Ivan 
Brubacher 601/239, John Dunham 595, 
Carl Urbanich 594
Tues. Mixed: Ruth Ann Clement 
599/214, Sue Horst 570/204, Vie Martin 
491/226, Brad Mathers 648/236, Ray 
Olsen 556/263, Barry Levely498/198
Special Olympics: Roaring Lions: 
Sheila Herteis 348/192, Heather Graham 
248/137, Elizabeth Moser 226/121, Joel 
Martin 337/172, Ian Moore 334/184, 
Frank Beisinger 277/152
Mighty Tigers: Tyler Whitmer 404/275, 
Grant Kuepher 218/125, Lee Wright 

206/114, Ann Mayer 318/203, Joyce 
Weber 286/157, Karen Weber 268/144
+55 Wed.: Mary Jordan 692/265, Lorraine 
Kidd 624/254, Bea Read 590/249, Gord 
Trapp 569/213, Orton Gingrich 561, Milt 
Lantz 518/208
Industrial Men: Terry Horst 658/244, 
Dave Kopf 653/281, Al McHugh 643/224, 
Robert Wall 608/223, Rick Cressman 603
Town Men: Greg Brubacher 746/288, 
Gord Trapp 705/264, Paul Harvey 648, 
Merv Brubacher 647/256, Jim Brearley 
635
Friday Mixed: Dianne Lichty 502/277, 
Chris Shoemaker 497/327, Marie 
Brubacher 428/224, Merv Brubacher 
511/279, Greg Brubacher
439/246, Larry Shoemaker 417/245
Mennonite Men: Manny Metzger 
689, Dwight Gingrich 656/241, Stew 
Sauder 650, Brent Horst 635, Bryan 
Bowman 612
Sunday Mixed: Karole Jordan 

660/251, Judy McDonnell 562/209, 
Sharon Bettridge 497/203, Brian 
Bettridge 662/238, Jason Morby 
625/231,Karl Jordan 604/233
Youth Bowling: Bowlasaurus Kids:
Cole Donkersgoed 117, Mikayla Cooper 
100, Cobi Morris 90, Alex Adams 141, 
Spenser Postma 94, Nicholas Cooper 
91
Pee Wee: Aalt Morris 145, Jennifer 
Malina 250(156), Jason Detweiler 
211(125),  Eric Bader 144, Shae-Lynn 
Arbuckle 111(56)
Bantam: Rebecca Bleskie 326/121, Ben 
Bell 513/234, Daniel Martin 338/130, 
Jordan Soehner 329/120, Daniel Beams 
298/117, Aaron Arbuckle 286/119
Juniors/Seniors:  Amanda Malina 
605/238, Rachel Perry 589/260, Victoria 
McKeown 401/162, Michael Amy 
777/348, Matt Schedler 640/221,
Eric Alderdice 574/269, Mike Habschied 
566/216

March 17
9:30 AM Officers from the Waterloo 

Regional Police fraud branch received 
$70 in counterfeit bills from the Sco-
tia Bank on King Street in St. Jacobs. 
Over an extended period of time, the 
bills – $20 and $10 bills – were col-
lected through several deposits. A fur-
ther $200 in counterfeit bills was col-
lected from the Royal Bank on Church 
Street in Elmira a short while later. 
Similarly, those bills were collected 
over an extended period of time.
5:20 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of First 
Street and Snyder Avenue in Elmira. 
The two struck as a vehicle attempted 
to turn left onto Snyder Avenue. Dam-
ages were reported as minor. There 
were no injuries. No charges were 
laid.

March 18
2:00 PM Officers were called to the 

St. Jacobs Farmers Market to assist 
Immigration Canada take an ‘illegal 
alien’ into custody.
11:50 PM An Elmira man was ar-

rested for ‘drunk in common area’ af-
ter police responded to a disturbance 
at an Arthur Street North residence.

March 19
11:41 AM A bicycle was reported 

stolen from Elmira District Secondary 
School. The bicycle – described as a 
blue 15-speed mountain bike with 
‘Impulse’ painted in white lettering 
on the frame – was taken from out-
side the school. It’s valued at $200. 

There are no suspects.
9:56 PM Police responded to the 

parking lot of the Scotia Bank on King 
Street in St. Jacobs after an anony-
mous caller reported youths in a ve-
hicle acting suspiciously. Upon arrival, 
officers seized a very small quantity 
of marijuana and took the two 17-
year-old boys home to their parents. 
The pair was also issued an official 
warning about their behavior.

March 20
12:10 AM A St. Clements man was 

charged with ‘impaired driving’ and 
‘over 80’ after he was stopped in the 
village. A caller reported seeing the 
vehicle travelling in an erratic fash-
ion on Lobsinger Line. As it was not 
the driver’s first time facing such a 
charge, the vehicle was seized.
12:48 AM An Elmira boy was 

charged with under-aged drinking 
after a patrolling officer noticed the 
youth consuming beer outside an 
Arthur Street residence. The beer was 
seized.
7:26 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Listow-
el and Floradale roads. A Brampton 
man was westbound when he lost 
control of his vehicle due to icy road 
conditions, entered a ditch and rolled 
onto the roof. The vehicle sustained 
substantial damage. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.
8:14 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Listowel road, near Line 
86. A Wallenstein-area woman was 

eastbound when she lost control of 
her vehicle due to icy road condi-
tions as she maneuvered a curve in 
the road. The vehicle struck a ditch. 
Damage was reported as moderate. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.

March 21
12:00 AM Anti-Semitic and rac-

ist slogans were discovered painted 
in the snow on Cedar Grove Road, 
straddling the border between 
Woolwich and Wilmot townships. 
There are no suspects. The Waterloo 
Regional Police’s hate crimes unit is 
investigation.
12:43 PM Police responded to 

Lichty Road in Wellesley Township 
after a pickup truck was reported 
on fire. The 4X4 truck had been set 
ablaze and abandoned on a sec-
tion of road not maintained during 
the winter months. Upon investiga-
tion, officers learned the vehicle had 
been stolen from a Durst Road farm 
sometime overnight. The vehicle was 
destroyed. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.
5:40 PM Damage to two busi-

ness vehicles was reported by the 
management at Stoltz Sales and 
Service on Church Street in Elmira. 
Sometime overnight, the rear win-
dows had been smashed and a fire 
extinguisher was sprayed inside one 
of the trucks. There are no suspects.

March 22
6:30 AM A Lobsinger Line resident 

reported their vehicle was entered 
and several items were taken over-
night. The vehicle was forced open. A 
Pioneer stereo, several country music 
CDs, some loose change and ciga-
rettes were taken. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.

March 23
6:29 PM Police responded to a 

group home for youths on Jigs Hol-
low Road after an off-limits area was 

trashed. Several things were thrown 
around the upper floor of a barn on 
the property – an area off-limits to 
clients. Upon investigation, officers 
charged three male youths with tres-
passing. 

March 24
7:00 AM A stolen vehicle was re-

covered and a cube van full of pet 
food was taken from Leis Pet Prod-
ucts on Hutchinson Road in Welles-

ley Township. Sometime overnight, 
the van – complete with $10,000 
worth of product – was taken from 
a loading bay. A Toyota Tercel, which 
had been stolen from a Kitchener 
residence the previous day, was 
found at the scene. The pet food van 
was recovered later that day at a 
KFC in Kitchener, with the products 
missing. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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FARM SERVICES

INVESTMENT SERVICES

REFINISHING

Cooper’sCooper’s
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DECKS & FENCINGART INSTRUCTION
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ART CLASSES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
Still Life • Oils & Acrylics



TOWN&COUNTRY
Elementary students across the region have a rare opportunity to have 

a say in their lessons. The region’s health department is seeking advice 
from students on how they can eat better and be more physically active at 
school. For more info, visit www.together4health.ca.

EDSS student Mike Lenz of Elmira is up for a Leading Edge Award at this 
year’s K-W Arts Awards Ceremony. He is among 35 nominees in seven 
categories who will be honoured tonight (Mar. 27) at the Walper Terrace 
Hotel in Kitchener. Tickets are $12-18, available at the door.

In an effort to keep the spread of the West Nile virus at a minimum, 
Waterloo Region has set a surveillance and education program into ac-
tion. Larvaciding was also identified as a “key aspect” of controlling the 
flu-like virus’ spill over from mosquitoes to humans.

A DRUG-FREE MESSAGE  Julian Madigan, a renowned speaker on substance abuse, addressed about 300 EDSS students on the 
harmful affects of drugs Mar. 24. The anti-drug seminar was the second following an incident involving students using cocaine. 
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PETER CRISCIONE 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Reacting to recent con-
cerns about illegal 
drug use at EDSS, the 
Elmira high school 

hosted another anti-drug pre-
sentation for its students. This 
time out, students got to hear 
firsthand accounts of the perils 
of drug use, courtesy of a for-
mer addict.

Julian Madigan, a renowned 
speaker on drug abuse, ad-
dressed roughly 300 students 
Mar. 24.

Citing real-life stories and per-
sonal accounts as a drug-user, 
Madigan stressed that “being 
your own boss” is the key to liv-
ing a substance-free existence.

Madigan said often it is peer 
pressure that drags young peo-
ple down into a life of misery 
and addiction – depths that only 
a few manage to climb out of.

“Often people do drugs be-
cause they consider it a form of 
recreation. Young people pop 
drugs because they want the 
high, but they don’t realize that 
they eventually come crashing 
down.”

Madigan also stressed that 
there are many misconceptions 
about some of the softer drugs 

Pressing a drug-free message
EDSS students get firsthand account of the perils of abuse

– such as marijuana or ecstasy 
– that are now in prevalent use 
among young people. Ecstasy, 
for instance, is not just a short-

term buzz: it can have damag-
ing and harmful long-term im-
pacts on an individual’s heath.     

Strung out on drugs himself for 

many years, Madigan recalled 
the life he led as a young man 
“under the influence,” explain-
ing how he eventually alienated 

the people around him and let 
go of everything that he ever 
held dear to his heart.

However, Madigan went on 
and eventually saw the light, 
regaining his love and appre-
ciation for life – he said he now 
looks to his son for inspiration, 
and knows that he is truly one 
of the lucky ones.    

The seminar was the second 
drug-awareness event in recent 
weeks following an incident 
involving EDSS students us-
ing cocaine. School principal 
Gary Ayre said there had been 
suspicions among staff that the 
use of illicit drugs had become 
widespread at EDSS.   

The high school’s activities 
director, Dave Conlon, said the 
point of this week’s anti-drug 
presentation was to give stu-
dents a clear and strong mes-
sage that illicit drugs are harm-
ful.

Providing students with a first-
hand look at the negative effects 
drugs have on individual lives 
has been a good strategy to nail 
home the point, he said.

“The seminar given by Ju-
lian Madigan provides a really 
strong message to kids and gets 
them thinking about what the 
effects of using drugs can be on 
their lives,” he said.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Legions of local kids 
will gather together 
at Bolender Park 

in Elmira Apr. 10 to take 
part in the 14th annual 
Jaycees Easter egg hunt.

Event co-chair Bill Thu-
roo said this year’s run-
ning of the eggs will be a 
showstopper, and will be 
sure to please whatever 
Mother Nature has in 
store.

“Not matter what, there 
has always been a pretty 
good turn out each year 
we’ve had this event,” 
Thuroo said. “And we plan 
to have fun again this year 
in rain, snow or shine.”

Thuroo, who has been 
involved with the egg hunt 
since its inception in 1990, 
said seeing the kids enjoy-
ing themselves immensely 
keeps him coming back 
each year to help out with 
an event that has become 
a bonafide springtime tra-
dition.

“Just watching all the 
kids run around with 

Building the eggs-citement as Easter approaches
Jaycees putting finishing touches on 14th annual Easter egg hunt

smiles on their faces,” 
makes the work all worth-
while, Thuroo told the Ob-
server. “There is a real joy 
in seeing that.”

And it was that grati-
fication that essentially 
kept Thuroo and others 
involved in the event and 
watching it grow from 75 
kids to more than 300 par-

ticipants.
“This event has grown 

by word of mouth because 
we do virtually no adver-
tising,” he said. “It’s just 
grown and we’re really 
quite happy to be involved 
in this.”    

In fact, Thuroo was a 
major force in making 
the event a local tradition, 

resurrecting the egg hunt 
after a nearly 20-year ab-
sence. The Elmira Jaycees 
ran a similar version of 
the egg hunt up until the 
mid-1970s. 

The Elmira Jaycees, 
Thuroo explained, are a 
junior chamber of com-
merce – essentially a busi-
ness training organization 

that is often involved in 
community-based service 
initiatives. Thuroo added 
that the Easter egg hunt 
is just one of three major 
events for the group – the 
other two being the annu-
al Christmas parade and 
citizen of the year awards. 

According to Thuroo, 
about 250 pounds of candy 

will be available for the 
taking, scattered around 
the park in preparation 
for the 2 p.m. launch.

Co-chair Shannon Car-
bone said things would be 
a tad different this year 
with regards to the eggs 
themselves. 

Instead of using plastic 
eggs to indicate special 
prizes, all of the eggs will 
be made of chocolate, with 
some boasting a sticker. 

“We’re actually trying to 
make it a little trickier for 
the kids this year. They’re 
actually going to have to 
go out and pick an egg and 
if it happens to be the one 
with the sticker, they win 
the prize,” she said. “In 
previous years, the kids 
tended to just walk out to 
get those plastic eggs – it’s 
not as challenging.”

As in previous years, 
there would only be one 
prize per child. 

But the fun isn’t reserved 
for just the kids. In fact, 
the Jaycees have some-
thing in mind for parents 
too – namely a prize draw 
with various giveaways.     

PETER CRISCIONE

PETER CRISCIONE

HOPPIING DOWN 
THE TRAIL Elmira 
egg hunt organizers 
Shannon Carbone 
(left) and Bill 
Thuroo say this 
year’s event will be 
a showstopper. The 
egg hunt, which 
will be held at 
Bolender Park Apr. 
10, is organized by 
Elmira’s Jaycees.
As always, the event 
is offered free of 
charge, but the 
service club will be 
collecting donations 
for victims of the 
fire that last month 
destroyed a four-unit 
apartment complex 
on Arthur Street 
South in Elmira.



WALLENSTEIN

669-5176

“Serving Agriculture since 1938”
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SPECIALIZING IN:
•Farm Drainage 
•Municipal
  Drainage
•Excavator Work 
•Erosion Control
•Back Hoe with
  Lazer

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE LTD.

(Established 1968)

WE OFFER:
• 36 years of experience in providing the best
   drainage designs
• Contour plans of the project from a field survey
• Professionally designed drainage systems from the
   contour plans
• State of the art equipment
• Qualified and experienced personel
• Guaranteed Workmanship & Customer Service
• All this at the most economical cost with very
   competitive pricing

For that personal touch, pride in workmanship, most
efficient, effective & economical drainage systems

call the professionals for a free estimate.

RR 3 Palmerston, ON
OFFICE 343-3233 • HOME   338-2373

Steve Cronsberry (owner)

JONES FEED MILLS 
LTD.

Linwood (519) 698-2082 
Heidelberg - (519) 699-5200
Wroxeter- (519) 335-3555

or 1-800-265-8735

638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

DRAYTON FARM SHOW
DAIRY EQUIPMENT • FEED SUPPLIES • FINANCIAL SERVICES • COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY • BREEDING & GENETICS • SEEDS • NUTRIENTS • CUSTOM WORK • TRACTORS • POULTRY EQUIPMENT • FARM SAFETY • REAL ESTATE

OVER 90 EXHIBITORS!

APRIL 7TH & 8TH, 2004
Wednesday & Thursday, 11am - 10pm

PMD Drayton Aerna
Come see Rural Ontario’s
Agribusiness Showcase
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Food industry hears the train a-comin’
Emerging plan would see new facility, less trucks, less congestion

A world-class, 60-
acre intermodal 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

facility is being consid-
ered for Guelph. Intermo-
dal means a convergence 
of two transportation 
modes. In this case, it’s 
trains and trucks. 

On the surface, this 
sounds a bit underwhelm-
ing. After all, Guelph al-
ready has two smaller in-
termodal facilities, mov-
ing, among other things, 
western Canadian barley 
to our ever-growing local 
brewery. 

But read on. The mega-
facility being put forward 
has the potential to cre-
ate jobs, add more vital-
ity to Guelph’s agri-food 
strengths, slash Hwy. 
401’s never-ending truck 
traffic – which now sees 
25,000 trucks a day pass 
by the Brock Road exit 

– and reduce up to 10,000 
tonnes of greenhouse gas 
annually.

A provincial govern-
ment investment devel-
opment team, which was 
spurred on by a company 
called the Guelph Junc-
tion Railway, thinks 
there’s something to it. 
They’re working towards 
a proposal ultimately de-
signed to attract big-time 
investors, those who 
could get behind a multi-
million dollar facility. 
Here’s why.

Canada already has a 
strong rail infrastruc-
ture, with 40 per cent of 
our exports depending on 
rail. Guelph is served by 
both CN and CP rail (usu-
ally you get only one or 
the other), so rail access 
here is better than most.

As well, the city is home 
to Guelph Junction Rail-

way. It helps efficiently 
move the major firms’ 
train cars from line to 
line, in a fraction of the 
time it would take the 
mother companies to get 
the job done. It knows 
how to move rail cars, a 
foundation of a success-
ful intermodal. 

And it sees something 
else everyone who drives 
sees – traffic growing like 
a disease on Hwy. 401, and 
increasingly grinding to a 
halt. Most big-time inter-
modal activity takes place 
in Toronto’s downtown 
rail yards. Who wants to 
drive in that?

If Guelph had an inter-
modal facility, promoters 

say a lot of the shipping 
that now ends up in the 
Toronto rail yards could 
come to Guelph instead. 
They think truckers 
would prefer a Guelph 
destination over Toronto. 
Promoters would push for 
a new interchange onto 
the 401 to accommodate 
increased local traffic.  

They’re banking on get-
ting a large piece of busi-
ness from the  food distri-
bution  industry. Nearly 
all the food moved in and 
out of Ontario involves 
three major distribution 
centres within 100 kilome-
tres of Guelph. And a lot 
of it comes from the U.S., 
where border lineups are 

strangling truckers’ live-
lihood. Promoters think 
the giant grocery chains 
would welcome the op-
portunity to bring prod-
uct to Guelph by rail – a 
transportation mode ap-
preciably less subject to 
border back-ups – instead 
of trucking it hundreds of 
kilometers from the bor-
der. They say that feature 
could significantly cut 
truck fleets now devoted 
to moving  food product 
from Cambridge to the 
USA, a reduction they 
estimate in the range of 
20 million truck-miles 
per year. This translates 
into lower costs for com-
panies, but also means 
fewer fatalities on our 
roadways, fewer injuries 
and less property dam-
age.

The province likes the 
environmentally friendly 

aspect of the plan. Their 
studies show apprecia-
bly less greenhouse gas 
omissions from rail traf-
fic. And they think it has 
the potential to become 
a magnet for other food 
companies, who likewise 
bring in products by rail 
or truck, and would see 
a great advantage in be-
ing close to it. That turns 
into new jobs, and helps 
further build the region’s 
agri-food community.    

While this proposal 
makes the rounds, the 
study team heads to Chi-
cago next week to explore 
how that city’s 16 inter-
modal facilities work. 
They hope what they 
learn in Chicago – the 
only North American 
city that moves more food 
than Toronto – will be an 
example for them to point 
to, and follow.
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FAMILY 
ALBUM

EVERY WEEK
IN YOUR

WOOLWICH
OBSERVER.

FAMILYALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

Come celebrate the
40TH WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY of
Melvin & Ruth Weber

OPEN HOUSE
will be held on

SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH, 2-5 PM
at WOODSIDE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
200 BARNSWALLOW DR., ELMIRA

Best wishes only.

HAPPY BIRTHDAYIN MEMORIAM

THANK YOU

Thank you to family, friends, 
and co-workers for helping 
to celebrate my 50th birth-
day party, both at work, and 
then the surprise party at the 
Grand River Raceway.

The donations to the Food 
Bank were appreciated.

Nancy Braid

DAVIS, Norma
In loving memory of a dear wife, mother 
and grandmother who passed away on 
March 31, 1998.

When family ties are broken and loved
ones have to part, it leaves the wound
that never heals and an ever aching heart.
We cannot bring the old days back
when we were all together, but
thoughts and memories will live with us forever.
There will always be a heartache and
often silent tears, but always
precious memories of days when you
were here.
We hold you close within our hearts
and there you will remain, to walk
with us through our lives until we
meet again.

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed 
by husband Bob. Also loved and sadly 
missed by Julie and Barry, Valerie and 
Todd, Andrew and Melanie and by 6 
beautiful grandchildren who remind us 
of you each day.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

CARD OF THANKS

SCHAEFER, Barbara (Mrs. Gary) 
A sincere thank you for your thought-
ful expressions of sympathy in the 
loss of a beloved wife, mother, grand-
mother, daughter, sister, daughter-in-
law and sister-in-law. We extend our 
deep appreciation to all our relatives, 
friends, the Elmira Sugar Kings and 
staff, as well as to all who sent dona-
tions, flowers, cards and food.
Thanks also to Rev. Dr. Linda J. Bell 

for her words of comfort, Dreisinger 
Funeral Home for their care and guid-
ance and to the Ladies Auxiliary Ca-
nadian Legion Branch No. 469 for the 
delicious lunch they provided. Thank 
you also to Nancy and Eleonor and 
a very special thank you to Deb and 
Lynn.

Our heartfelt thanks.
Gary Schaefer and family.

DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

CHIPMAN, Margaret
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Wednesday, March 24, 2004, at 
KW Health Centre of Grand River Hospi-
tal, Margaret (Montgomery) Chipman, in 
her 82nd year, of Elmira.

LOOKER, Arthur John
Passed away peacefully, at Twin Oaks of 
Maryhill, on Monday, March 15, 2004, 
age 91 years.

MARTIN, Elizabeth (Mrs. Elias)
Peacefully, on Wednesday, March 24, 
2004, at the home of Ernest and Naomi 

Frey, Elizabeth martin, in her 92nd year, of 
RR2 Alma.

SCHWINDT, Evelyn (Mrs. Maurice)
On Wednesday, March 17, 2004, at KW 
Health Centre of Grand River Hospital, 
Evelyn (Stoutenburg) Schwindt, in her 
83rd year, of Elmira.

WENZEL, Beatrice Margaret
Passed away peacefully, on Wednesday, 
march 17, 2004 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, age 79 years.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Candace Bass will 
tell you that despite 
being in a wheel 

chair she’s not all that 
different from other teen-
agers.

As a 15-year-old student 
at Kitchener’s Cameron 
Heights Collegiate Insti-
tute, Bass says she wants 

Teens with disabilities no different: ambassador 
East Seal Society’s Candace Bass getting a positive message to youth with disabilities

everyone to know that 
she has the same inhibi-
tions, dreams and expec-
tations as people without 
disabilities.

“I know when people 
look at me, I’m a little 
different from what they 
expect, but I’m not,” Bass 
said during her accep-
tance speech as the new 
youth ambassador for the 
Easter Seal organization. 

“I’m a normal 15-year-
old, with friends, inter-
ests and looking forward 
to finishing high school. 
For me, life is about over-
coming obstacles, not 
looking at them as prob-
lems.”

Fortunately, the Grade 
10 student will now be 
able to bring that message 
to people everywhere 
– becoming the newest 

youth representative for 
the Easter Seal Society’s 
Kitchener-Waterloo and 
Cambridge districts.

Bass took on her new 
role as youth ambassador 
at an official ceremony 
held at St. Jacobs’ Best 
Western Inn Mar. 23.

She takes the reigns 
from outgoing youth rep-
resentative Laura Ford; 
her duties will include 
attending functions and 
speaking to youth around 
the province.        

Bass’ appointment as 
youth ambassador coin-
cides with the society’s 
commemoration of 
March as Easter Seals 
month.

The group is also in the 
midst of promoting sev-
eral fundraising initia-
tives, including a paper 
egg campaign. Paper eggs 
can be purchased for $2 at 
a number of retail stores 
including the IGA super-
market in Elmira.

According to Lisa Reau-
me, K-W district manager 
for the Easter Seal Soci-
ety, getting out a positive 
message to youth with 
physical disabilities is 
crucial, letting them 
know they deserve to be 
happy and enjoy the same 
opportunities as other 
children.  

“Today is the big event 
where [Laura Ford] is 
handing it over to a new 
ambassador; someone 
brand new that’s really 
going out there and learn-
ing how to be a represen-
tative to other youth and 
let them know that chil-
dren with disabilities are 
not any less smart then 
the rest of us,” Reaume 

said. “They are not any 
different other than they 
can’t walk on their own.”

Reaume said the Eas-
ter Seal group currently 
serves more than 500 reg-
istered families in the 
Waterloo Region.

She said that many in-
dividuals with physical 
disabilities are in need of 
financial assistance due 
to skyrocketing costs of 
equipment. 

Reaume said a mecha-
nized wheelchair for 
instance could run any-
where up to $20,000. 
Furthermore, she added, 
the burden of cost can be 
debilitating, consider-
ing children eventually 
grow out of their equip-
ment.

“We provide equip-

ment like wheelchairs, 
lifts for vans ramps into 
their homes, braces so 
that [children] can walk 
on their own and they 
are just like any other 
child,” she said. “When 
they accomplish some-
thing it gives them the 
sense of pride and gives 
them the independence 
to be able to participate 
more in their school in-
volvement, participate 
in their neighbourhood. 
Our goal is to give our 
children more indepen-
dence.” 

Reaume noted that the 
Easter Seal Society would 
be launching additional 
campaigns in the upcom-
ing weeks – namely a but-
terfly ball and celebrity 
auction in June.

FAMILY ALBUM
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Happy 2nd 
Birthday
Parker!
March 30th

Your parents are 
very lucky to have 

you Parker...
and they know it too.

Happy Birthday Little Buddy!
Love Mom & Dad

A MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE  Laura Ford, outgoing youth 
ambassador for the K-W district Easter Seal Society, handed off the 
title in St. Jacobs Mar. 24.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

to the
PRETTIEST

girl in
the whole

wide
world.

With much
love from

You Know
Who!
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment  
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”
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Identical twins not really identical after all
Q.  Why, in the end, are 
identical twins not so iden-
tical after all? In what ways 
are a perfectly matched 
pair different?

A.  Identicality is a 
common misconception 
about single-egg twins, 
says University of Cam-
bridge clinical anato-
mist David Bainbridge 
in Making Babies: The 
Science of Pregnancy.  
But it is essential to re-
alize that they are nev-
er perfect replicas, be-
cause not only are their 
in-utero environments 
different but their genes 
are as well.

First, the two may im-
plant at different points 
in the uterus – if double-
placenta twins – or at 
different regions of the 
same placenta.  “Be-
cause of this, they may 
have different degrees 

of access not only to 
food, but also to poisons 
and infections in their 
mother’s bloodstream.”

Then the dramatic 
birthing process can 
treat the two different-
ly, heading them along 
their separate ways.

To the genes:  As the 
cells multiply, errors in 
replication occur, either 
subtle or large enough 
for only one of the twins 
to have a genetic dis-
ease – such as Beckwith 
Weidemann syndrome, 
causing “gigantism.”  
Imprinting is another 
factor, where genes are 
switched on or off de-
pending on the contrib-
uting parent, a patchy 
(random) process.

Finally, for girls “X in-
activation” switches off 
certain genes in every 
cell, apparently random-

ly.  Thus two single-cell 
girl twins can be very 
different depending on 
which bits of their bod-
ies use which genes.  In 
one case, X inactivation 
led to one sister being 
wheelchair-bound with 
muscular dystrophy 
while the other was a 
gifted athlete.

So it goes way beyond 
parents of twins dress-
ing them differently etc. 
to build separate char-
acters.  “The simple bio-
logical fact is that they 
are always different.”

Q.  Riddle #1 that you 
can count on to get a few 
groans:  “What 5-letter 

word, if you take out the 
1st, 3rd and last letters, 
still sounds the same?”  
Answer:  Empty. 
Riddle #2, from The Booke 
of Merry Riddles, 16th cen-
tury:
“Ten fish I caught without 
an eye.
And nine without a tail;
Six had no head, and half 
of eight I weighed upon 
the scale;
Now who can tell me as I 
ask it,
How many fish were in my 
basket?”

A.  Did you get the 
trick?  10 without an 
I, or 1, is 0; a 9 without 
a tail is 0; a 6 with no 
head is a 0; and half of 

8 is 0.  So the fish basket 
was “m-t.”

Q.  What do you do when 
you’re studying spiders 
but they insist on web-
spinning at the “ungodly 
hours” of 2-5 a.m.?  Not 
what you had in mind as a 
researcher.

A.  If you’re German 
zoologist H. M. Peters 
in 1948, you turn to 
pharmacologist Peter 
Witt, who prescribed 
amphetamine, says 
Rainer Foelix in Biol-
ogy of Spiders.

Unfortunately, the 
drug did not have the 
desired effect. “The spi-
ders built at their usual 
hours.  Yet surprisingly 
the web structure was 
definitely altered: the 
radial threads as well 
as the catching spiral 
were placed irregular-

ly.”
Then Witt tried mes-

caline, strychnine, caf-
feine, and others.  Low-
dosed caffeinated spi-
ders produced a smaller 
but wider web with a 
normal spiral but radii 
at oversized angles.  At 
higher doses, like with 
the other drugs, web 
regularity got distort-
ed.  Only with low dos-
es of the hallucinogen 
LSD-25 did the spiders 
spin webs of GREATER 
regularity.

Hopes were high the 
research would advance 
medicine, but these 
early studies didn’t pan 
out, says Foelix.  More 
recently, further pes-
ticide effects on vari-
ous spiders have been 
tested. Science surely 
weaves some pretty 
weird webs.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)

March 27 
Community Benefit Dance for the families of 90 
Arthur St. S., Elmira hosted by Elmira council #8192 
of the Knights of Columbus at Lions Hall from 8:30 
p.m. – 1am. Tickets $10 per person available at Spilek 
Weiss, Gleeson Insurance or call Patrick Gleeson 669-
2317. All welcome. 
Spring Tea/Craft & Bake Sale – St. Peter’s Church, 
Linwood. 9 a.m. – noon. Door prizes. Everyone 
welcome. 
Woolwich Community Lions Club – is hosting our 
very first “Bringing Out The House Parties” event  from 
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. held at Trinity United Church. 
Numerous home party vendors will be on site! 
Concert & Silent Auction – presented by Elmira & 
District Branch of Canadian Diabetes Association. 
7:30 p.m., Gale Presbyterian Church, Elmira. Tickets 
$8 or 2 for $15, family with children $20. Available at 
Brubacher Shoes, C.H. Soehner or call 669-5734. 

March 28
Gospel Concert – Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs 
featuring the Middle Cross Quartet. 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Freewill offering, refreshments. 

March 29
Woolwich Senior Centre 1 p.m., Crokinole at the 
centre, 24 Snyder Ave., Elmira. For anyone 55+. Cost 
50 cents. 

March 30
Wellesley Community Centre Tuesday Evening 
Fitness Class: Come out and enjoy some great music 
and have some fun. This class has cardio and toning. 
Beginners welcome. Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Call Caroll at 
634-5399 for more information and to pre-register. 
Cost $3 per class. 

April 1
Health Education Session relating to seniors 55+. 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Topic: Weight Loss – What Works 
with Marilyn Temple, Registered Dietitian. 664-3794. 

April 1 continued
Wellesley Hospice Volunteer Training – April – June 
2004. The program is designed to provide participants 
with practical training. Full participation in the course 
will assist you in deciding whether Hospice is an area 
you want be involved as a volunteer. Call Lorraine 
at 664-3794 xt 229 for more information. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre. 

April 2
Woolwich Senior Centre 10 a.m. – noon. Computer 
Club with Colin Sibthorp at the centre, 24 Snyder Ave, 
Elmira.  Club will also be held on April 16 and 30.  
Cost $2. 

April 3
Meeting For Parents & Educators interested in setting 
up an alternative school. 1-3 p.m. at St. Jacobs Fire 
Hall meeting room. Fire Hall is located at 3 Water St. 
St. Jacobs. 
Wellington County 4-H  Beef Dinner, silent auction. 
Country Hoedown with the Bill Beattie Orchestra. Arthur 
Community Centre. Dinner 6-7:30 p.m., dance 8-12. 
Order from 4-H office 824-2959 or any 4-H director. 

April 4
Spring Concert – Around the World in Word and 
Song, Concordia Male and Mixed Choirs, Alfred Kunz, 
director, Children and Youth Choirs, annemarie Kruger, 
Director. 7:30 p.m. Concordia Club, 429 Ottawa St. S. 
Kitchener, ON. Donation at the door. Info: 745-5617. 

April 14 
St. Clement Parish Spring Card Party. 7 p.m. St. 
Clement RC Church Hall, St. Clements. Lots of prizes. 
Sponsored by Christian Mother’s Society. Lunch will 
be served. Admission $5.
Hats For Hope 7 p.m. A millinery Fashion Show at 
Trinity United Church, Elmira. Coffee, tea, dessert, 
show - $12. Proceeds for Beads of Hope a fund to 
support HIV/AIDS world crisis. For tickets call 669-
5560,  669-2821, or 669-5098.



 MARCH 27, 2004 • TOWN & COUNTRY • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 27    

�����������
��������������������

�������������������������

��������

Great selection of  lots available. Single family homes 
starting from $199,900 and semi-detached backsplits 
from $192,900. Visit our Waterloo Sales Presentation 
Centre at 292 Dearborn Blvd., Waterloo (Lexington Road 
and Dearborn Blvd). Open: Saturday & Sunday, 1:30 - 
4:30 p.m. (or by appointment).

BIRDLAND SUBDIVISION NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

DRAYTON COUNTRY
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The industry-based 
group playing a key 
role in Woolwich 

Township’s emergency 
plans has now met pro-
vincial guidelines govern-
ing its actions. The CAER 
(Community Awareness 
and Emergency Response) 
group this week received 
certification for its “es-
sential” level prepared-
ness should a major public 
emergency develop.

The achievement is the 
first in a three-level readi-
ness program mandated 
by the Emergency Man-
agement Act and moni-
tored by Emergency Man-
agement Ontario (EMO).

Under the Act, every mu-
nicipality is expected to 
meet certain standards for 
emergency preparedness. 
The first level, called the 
“essential” level must be 
reached by Dec. 31, 2004. 
The next stage, the “en-
hanced” level must be in 
place by Dec. 31, 2005, with 
the final “comprehensive” 
level set up by the end of 
2006.

In a presentation to 
Woolwich council Mar. 
23, CAER group co-chair 
Christel Hollinger said 
the organization is now 
working toward the sec-
ond level.

Formed in 1997, CAER 
brings major industrial 
players – primarily those 
with chemical processes 
such as Crompton Co., 
Sulco Chemicals, DLM 
and Safety-Kleen – in the 
township together with 
emergency response pro-
viders in Woolwich and 
Waterloo Region.

“It’s important to the 
CAER group to maintain 
the strong, longstanding 
relationship we have with 

Industry group wins certification 
for emergency plan in Woolwich

CAER reaches “essential” level, Woolwich report to follow
emergency responders; as 
an industry, especially the 
chemical industry, it’s im-
portant that we have this 
type of relationship – they 
know what we need from 
them, we know what they 
need from us,” she said.

The industry-led group 
is responsible for run-
ning the so-called table-
top exercises, annual 
run-throughs of theoreti-
cal emergency situations 
involving local govern-
ments, police, fire depart-
ments, ambulance and the 
major industries.

CAER also operates the 
CAN (Community Ad-
visory Network) phone 
system that would alert 
residents of emergency 
situations, such as a major 
chemical spill. The group 
also recently reactivated 
Elmira’s town siren, to be 
sounded in the event of 

shelter-in-place emergen-
cies – those that would 
require residents to stay 
indoors.

A live test of those sys-
tems is in the cards for 
this year, Hollinger said.

“I think this year we 
might do the full Elmira 
testing, including the town 
siren, to gauge people’s 
reaction, because perfect 
practice makes perfect.”

Also on the agenda is 
an expanded education 
campaign, she added. The 
group hopes to gain wide 
distribution for its emer-
gency-measures booklet. 
To that end, she suggested 
council look at budgeting 
some money next year to 
help spread the word.

“All these things do cost 
money – at this point, in-
dustry has been paying 
for it all. We’re asking that 
the township consider us 

in its next budget.”
The “essential” level cer-

tification earned by CAER 
is also a priority for the 
township, which has to 
table a plan of its own by 
year’s end.

Chief administrative of-
ficer Peter Simmons said 
Woolwich is well on its 
way to meeting its pro-
vincial obligations, not-
ing the CAER group is 
a part of the township’s 
wider responsibilities for 
emergency planning.

In fact, Woolwich had 
submitted its plan to EMO 
last year, but changes to 
the criteria mean a re-
vamped report is needed.

“It’s certainly an excit-
ing thing to be part of,” 
he said of the planning 
measures. “We’re confi-
dent that we’ll have it in 
place before the end of the 
year.”
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