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A different kind of 
hard rock shop
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Second-round exit 
for Sugar Kings

▼ See BRESLAU page 4

Industrial park near 
Breslau first step 
in securing large 
base in region
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Wellesley 
staring at 
12.9 per 

cent hike
Deteriorating infrastructure 

causes jump in reserves

Employment 
lands should 
come first, 

says chamber

▼ PAGE 17        
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ONE STOP FOR HARDWOOD FLOORING
����

�������
����

�������������������������

������
��������

����
��������

����

�������������������������

������
��������

�����
�������

����

�����������������

������
��������

����������
���������
���������

������������

��������������
�����������

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With a mixed bag of reserve re-
ductions, tinkering with staff-
ing and the chopping of general 
expense allocations, Wellesley 

councillors whittled the anticipated 2004 tax 
increase to 12.9 per cent, down from 38.7 per 
cent.

“I don’t like this 12.9, but I’m at an impasse. 
I’m hesitant to support it, but I’m unsure 
where else to cut,” Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
said during budget discussions Mar. 17. 
Those comments echoed throughout the 
council chambers, as councillors expressed 
concern over a double-digit increase, but 
professed an inability to further reduce the 
tax level without deteriorating services.

If it holds, that 12.9-per-cent hike would 
translate into an extra $64.05 on the aver-
age homeowner’s tax bill, representing the 
township’s portion on a residential property 
assessed at $183,000.

Waterloo Region, accountable for half of the 
total property tax bill, is considering a 4.9 
per cent increase, which would add another 
$55 to 2004 bills. The region is expected to fi-
nalize this year’s budget Mar. 24. Similarly, 
the province has yet to set the education por-
tion of the property tax bill, which accounts 
for 30 per cent of the total.

Meeting twice to tackle budget issues, coun-
cil members choose to reduce several 2004 
reserve allocations to bring down expendi-
tures. Among the cuts were $75,000 from the 
recreation committee reserves, dropping it 
to $75,000 for future facility maintenance; 
$35,000 from the fire department’s major 
equipment reserve (putting it at $35,000); 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A contingent of creatures and 
eager students packed into the 
Elmira Library Wednesday af-
ternoon  (Mar. 17) to get a first-

Fun with critters
NO FEAR HERE  Kiononia Christian Academy student Caroline Bordignon, 11, was one of many to hold 
Julius Squeezer, a ball python, at the All Creatures Great and Small presentation at the Elmira Library 
Wednesday afternoon.

GRCA, Elmira Library team up for March break fun
hand lesson on the myths and truths of 
wildlife. The library and Grand River 
Conservation Authority presented “All 
Creatures Great and Small” to about 75 
children and 30 adults.

In her presentation, Ann Schletz of 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Calling plans for fast-
tracking industrial land 
development in Breslau 
a good first step, a lo-

cal business group wants to see 
more emphasis on employment 
lands in the region.

Todd Letts, president of the 
Greater Kitchener Waterloo 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
more work is needed to ensure a 
steady supply of industrial land 
in Waterloo Region. Addressing 
last week’s announcement Wool-
wich Township and the City of 
Kitchener would be working to 
develop up to 400 acres of indus-
trial land, he said such partner-
ships should be encouraged to 
boost the supply of land.

“Some reports say we’ve only 
got 10 years’ worth of suitable 
land in all of Waterloo Region,” 
he said. 

“The issue of the development 
of employment lands is one of 
the highest priorities that the 
chamber has. We have been ad-
vocating for partnerships of this 
nature and expediting the devel-
opment of employment lands for 
quite some time.”

Still in the early stages, the 
idea approved last week by 
councils in both Woolwich and 
Kitchener would fast-track the 
development of some 400 acres 
of land east of Breslau, much of 
it along the Hwy. 7 corridor. The 

▼ See OVERCOMING page 2

RICHARD VIVIAN

▼ PAGE 11
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the GRCA’s Guelph Lake 
Nature Centre unleashed 
cockroaches, a toad, a rat 
and a ball python – all to 
the eye-popping amuse-
ment of the students.

“They teach kids not 
to be scared of them, 
because there are some 
animals that, for some 
reason, people don’t 
like,” Schlitz said, not-
ing people can be scared 
off by creatures that are 
slimy, have long tails or 
have warts. “For some 
reason, people find that 
scary. This helps peo-
ple to overcome their 

fears.
“This will hopefully get 

them keen on it. Most of 
the animals are really 
awesome and they get 
killed and squished for 
things that they don’t 
really do. It’s important 
that [children] learn [an-
imals] are an important 
part of our world.”

As she presented the 
creatures – which se-
lected children were 
able to hold and/or touch 
– Schletz took time to 
share information about 
the habits and features 
of each creature, field-
ing numerous questions 

from the inquisitive 
minds.

“They were neat,” 11-
year-old Caroline Bor-
dignon said, noting she 
wasn’t afraid of any of the 
critters, particularly the 
snake. “I like snakes.”

The Koinonia Christian 
Academy student was 
one of many to line up af-
ter the show for a chance 
to hold Julius Squeezer, a 
ball python and the most 
popular creature pre-
sented.

“It just feels nice. They 
feel soft,” she said of 
having the snake on her 
shoulders.

Overcoming the fear factor
Continued from cover

BUGGIN’ OUT  Jeremy Scip, 9, 
poses with a Madigascar hissing 
cockroach on his nose during the 
All Creatures Great and Small 
show at Elmira Library Mar. 17.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Since first integrat-
ing computers into 
everyday life at 

Wellesley’s municipal of-
fices in the early 1990s, 
the DOS-based Auto Ad-
ministrator program has 
been handling the “guts” 
of the operation. But that 
program is long outdated 
and service calls may 
soon go unanswered, 
prompting staff to ask for 
an upgrade.

“We’ve got to get our-
selves ready. Eventually a 
plug is going to be pulled 
and we will be left with 
nothing,” CAO Susan 
Duke told the Observer. 
The municipality’s ser-
vice provider has indicat-
ed it may end technical 
support for the outmoded 
software.

“It’s becoming quite 
painfully obvious that 
something has to be 
done.”

Upgrading the system 
– which handles all of the 
township’s assessment, 
taxation, accounting data 
and other administrative 
tasks – is not a new call. 
A reserve fund designed 
to replace the program 
with the Solomon system 
(a modern variation of 
Auto Administrator) was 
established two years ago 
and holds $10,000. How-
ever, the latest estimate 
the township was given, 
about two years ago, to 
upgrade is $62,000.

An additional $5,000 for 
the system has so far es-

The DOS and don’ts of 
Wellesley software

Reserve fund designed to upgrade 
system, but may come in 2004 surplus

caped unscathed during 
council’s 2004 budget dis-
cussions.

The issue actually pre-
dates the reserve, noted 
Duke. System upgrades 
had been considered on 
numerous occasions, but 
because Auto Adminis-
trator was still working, 
council chose to leave it 
as is.

“As we began to realize 
that we were becoming 
outdated, we did try to 
change over to the Solo-
mon system. At the time 
that we made the origi-
nal investigation to move 
over … they were experi-
encing a lot of problems 
with the Solomon system, 
so we decided to just sit 
back and wait for them to 
work out all of the bugs. 
But it comes to a point 
where they’re going to 
say to us ‘there’s no more 
support for this system,’” 
the CAO explained.

“It’s been working real-
ly well. Touch wood … we 
have not had major prob-
lems with this program. 
It has been very good to 
us.

“Where we do run into 
difficulty … is translat-
ing material from one 
program to another, be-
cause you can’t do it. You 
can’t take information 
out of the Auto Admin. 
system and just plop into 
nice little spreadsheet. 
You have to manually 
make the transfers. When 
you’re translating docu-
ments, it is time consum-
ing,” she said, pointing to 

▼ See SOFTWARE page 7
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Ready to blossom
Local horticultural society plan for community project in second phase

Guilty plea in careless 
driving case

PETER CRISCIONE

   ▼   WE MAKE YOUR WEEKEND SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO — THE ONLY LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT THAT COMES FREE AND TO YOUR DOOR EVERY SATURDAY.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Old man winter may have decided 
to stick around for a bit longer 
this year, but that hasn’t stopped 
local flower buffs from getting a 

jump on the springtime season.
The Elmira and District Horticultural So-

ciety is working their “green thumbs” off, 
preparing for another season of planting.

In fact, the group is waiting for the winter 
blues to flush away so they can commence 
work on the second phase of a special commu-
nity project at Bristow Park in Woolwich.

“I think that most gardeners are anxious 
to finally get outside and start planting,” 
said Bill Crane, past president of the hor-
ticultural society. “Although I can enjoy 
winter I think I’m ready to move on to the 
next season now and see an end to the snow 
for another year.”

The group has done the preparatory work 
for the second addition to Bristow Park, 
namely excavating and making room for a 
new pedestrian path and flowerbed. 

The first phase of the project, completed 
by volunteers last year, involved the plant-
ing of trees and shrubs in the park.  

Crane said the society currently main-

tains 14 community floral beds across the 
township, with the handiwork clearly in 
evidence throughout Elmira. Most recent-
ly, the group added Floradale to its list of 
‘greenspots.’

Money for flowers and other plants is 
generated through annual fundraisers 
and membership fees, Crane noted, add-
ing that most of the plants used in the so-
ciety’s efforts are purchased from a local 
greenhouse.

More than 30 volunteers help maintain 
local flowerbeds on a year-round sched-
ule; their duties include work in Bristow 
Park and the high profile job of maintain-
ing the property surrounding Elmira’s 
Cenotaph on Arthur Street South.

 “We have a very enthusiastic board and 
group of volunteers who work with us and 
I think it would be fair to say that they 
are also ready to get on with their spring 
work,” Crane said. “It’s certainly a tre-
mendous amount of work to get the beds 
established, but it’s very satisfying when 
you see the results in the weeks that fol-
low.” 

The local horticulturalists do not neces-
sarily limit themselves to just planting 
flowers. In fact, according to Crane, the 
club travels to a number of events across 

the province and hosts many educational 
seminars on the subject. Crane noted the 
group is hosting an education meeting 
Apr. 26 and will feature a lecture on land-
scaping.    

This month, the local floral aficionados 
organized two outings to several events in-
cluding Canada Blooms, a show dedicated 
to flower growing held in Toronto. In addi-
tion, Crane said some members of the group 
attended the Stratford Flower festival.   

The society also held an annual executive 
meeting at the end of January where Lyn 
Schwindt was appointed the club’s new 
president.   

But members of the horticultural society 
aren’t the only one’s getting their hands 
dirty, so to speak. Chateau Gardens Nurs-
ing Home resident Margaret Ernst is one 
of many seniors who regularly make use of 
the facility’s greenhouse facilities.

“I love coming into the greenhouse to 
plant flowers,” Ernst told the Observer. 
“You come in here and you get the feeling 
that it’s springtime year-round.”  

Chateau Gardens offers seniors a horti-
cultural therapy program aimed at help-
ing individuals improve the social, edu-
cational and psychological well being of 
residents.

A St. Jacobs man was fined $1,000 after 
he pled guilty to careless driving relat-
ing to a collision that killed his wife of 
58 years and injured three local teens. 
Henry Martin, 82, was given the fine in a 
Cambridge court Mar. 16. His licence was 
also suspended for two years.
The charge related to a Nov. 20 collision 

on Regional Road 85, just metres south 
of the Martins’ King Street home. Viola 
Martin, 80, died from injuries she suf-
fered in the collision.
The husband was driving south in the 

northbound lanes at the time of the col-
lision.

Forces comparing 
notes on break-ins

A pair of area police forces are working 
in conjunction to identify those respon-
sible for a string of break-ins in Linwood 
earlier this month. Six locations were 
broken into overnight March 1.
The break-ins are similar to a string 

under investigation by the Perth County 
O.P.P., which is working with Waterloo 
Regional Police on the matter, said Staff 
Sgt. Rudy Smith.
Anyone with information about the 

break-ins is asked to call the police (570-
3000) or Crime Stoppers (1-800-222-
TIPS).

Two suspensions 
handed out during 

weekend RIDE
Positioned on Lobsinger Line in St. Cle-

ments, Waterloo Regional Police inspect-
ed 75 vehicles during a RIDE program last 
weekend. Of those stopped, two drivers 
– a man and a woman - were given 12-
hour drivers licence suspensions after 
blowing a ‘warn’ on a roadside breath/
alcohol test.
The program ran from 11 p.m. Mar. 13 

to 2 a.m. Mar. 14.

A storage shed and truck parked along-
side it were destroyed by fire last Satur-
day (Mar. 13) at a Northfield Drive busi-
ness, between Conestogo and Waterloo. 
The fire at Horseback Adventures broke 
out at 5:25 a.m.
The cause of the fire is unknown and 

under investigation.
A landscaping company leased the shed 

from the owner to store equipment used 
during the summer months.
No livestock were involved in the blaze. 

Firefighters kept the flames from spread-
ing to a nearby tack barn.

Shed/truck burn in 
Saturday morning fire

Jaycees seek model 
citizens for awards
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The Elmira Jaycees this weekend 
launched their annual quest to find 
Woolwich Township’s citizens of the year. 
Offered in three categories, the awards 
will go to individuals who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the commu-
nity, explained Bill Thuroo, who chairs 
the award committee. 
The Jaycees are asking local residents to 

nominate someone they know, a friend, 
relative or neighbour who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the commu-
nity.
The honours will go to three individu-

als in each age category: Junior Citizen 
aged 12 to 18; Citizen aged 19 to 64 
and the Senior category 65 years and 
above. Award nominations can be made 
to Thuroo until Apr. 30. Applications are 
available at local businesses; completed 
forms can be dropped off at Read’s Deco-
rating Centre in downtown Elmira.

A TOUCH OF SPRING  Chateau Gardens Nursing Home resident Melinda Eby is considered the “in-house” master gardener. Eby is just one of many flower buffs 
aching for spring to come along. 
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properties, including 266 
acres known as the Sea-
gram lands, are owned 
by Guelph-based Thom-
asfield Homes, which is 
developing a 475-home 
subdivision in the north 
part of the village.

“I think this is type of 
innovative partnerships 
that the business com-
munity has been calling 
for. This is the type of 
partnering among mu-
nicipalities is required 
so that your kids and our 
grandkids can find em-
ployment close to home,” 
said Letts. 

He cautioned, however, 
that the region needs to 
step up the timeline on 
developing land around 
the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport, 
south of Breslau. 

“We need to see coop-
eration happening on 
a grander scale … so 
we’re not exporting jobs 

to other communities. 
If our current supply is 
10 years, we’ve got some 
catching up to do.”

Regional chair Ken Seil-
ing, however, bristles at 
comments the region is 
dragging its feet over de-
velopment of the so-called 
east-side lands.

“That’s just garbage,” 
he said of chamber com-
ments. “That’s quite bo-
gus.”

Having identified land 
around the airport as the 
major centre of industri-
al expansion, the region’s 
smart-growth strategy is 
proceeding at a suitable 
pace, he told the Observ-
er, noting the proposed 
development further 
north could handle short- 
and medium-term land 
needs.

While Kitchener ex-
pects to run out of indus-
trial land by 2007, the city 
currently develops 15 to 
20 acres a year, he said, 

pointing to the 400 acres 
already zoned near Bre-
slau – “that represents a 
lot of land for a number of 
years.”

The region continues 
to pursue development 
plans around the airport, 
and is willing to work 
with Woolwich and Kitch-
ener on the Hwy. 7 lands, 
said Seiling, adding both 
projects would require a 
great deal of private-sec-
tor investment.

Thomasfield Homes 
president Tom Krizsan 
said last week he is will-
ing to talk about devel-
oping an industrial park 
east of Breslau – he owns 
all 400 acres of property 
under discussion.

Woolwich’s director of 
engineering and plan-
ning Dave Gosnay noted 
the land was chosen 
because it falls within 
the Breslau settlement 
boundary and is already 
zoned for industrial use, 

adding the major hurdle 
will be reaching a financ-
ing arrangement to pay 
for the extension of mu-
nicipal services to the 
land.

In approving further 
talks with Woolwich, 
Kitchener council last 
week got the financial 
ball rolling, earmark-
ing $12 million for in-
frastructure develop-
ment along the Victoria 
Street North/Hwy. 7 
corridor.

Kitchener Mayor Carl 
Zehr said backing an 
expansion in Woolwich 
would help keep jobs 
nearby when the city 
runs out of industrial 
land.

“There’s a finite amount 
of land that’s available 
for commercial-indus-
trial uses … this ensures 
there is growth potential 
for employment,” he said 
of the proposed venture 
with Woolwich.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Changes to provin-
cial property tax 
legislation an-

nounced this week may 
reduce the size of the tax 
hit on residential rate-
payers in the region. 

In a move that some-
what reverses former 
Tory government efforts 

Ratepayers may benefit from provincial changes
Liberals reverse Tory plan to shift tax burden from business to homeowners

to shift the tax burden 
from businesses to indi-
vidual homeowners, the 
provincial Liberals will 
give municipalities more 
wiggle room when set-
ting tax ratios this year.

In essence, automatic 
tax hikes linked to as-
sessment increases may 
be offset, noted Woolwich 
director of finance Dan 
Chapman.

“What’s happened this 
year, through the reas-
sessment, is that there’s 
been a shift of taxes off 
of the commercial, in-
dustrial and multi-resi-
dential classes onto the 
residential classes,” he 
explained, noting the new 
Finance Ministry direc-
tive gives councils the op-
tion to offset some of those 
increases by raising taxes 
on the business side.

“Municipalities will be 
given the flexibility to 
increases ratios on com-
mercial, industrial and 
multi-residential proper-
ties … So that is of poten-
tial benefit to us within 
the region.”

A policy change aimed 
more at larger munici-
palities struggling with 
generating more revenue, 

the Liberal plan does give 
Waterloo Region and its 
municipalities more flexi-
bility, said Angela Hinch-
berger of the region’s fi-
nance department.

Looking at a hypotheti-
cal application of the new 
guidelines, the regional 
portion of the average 
tax bill could be offset by 
$33 a year on an average 
household assessed at 
$183,000, she noted, add-
ing the decision of how, 
and if, to apply the new 
measures would be made 
by council. The region es-
tablishes tax ratios used 
by all the member mu-
nicipalities.

“We now have some 
tools, and options to use 
them when tax ratios 
come before council.”

Currently, industrial 

and multi-residential 
owners pay 2.5 times the 
tax rate applied to resi-
dential owners, while 
commercial properties 
are taxed at 1.89 times 
the residential rate.

Changes to the business 
rates would affect about 
half of the business prop-
erty tax bill, noted Hinch-
berger, with the other 50 
per cent slated for educa-
tion, a rate set directly by 
the province.

For Chapman, the new 
policy gives local govern-
ments the flexibility to 
mitigate increases on ho-
meowners, an option to 
adjust tax rates that didn’t 
exist before this week.

“Here, what it means 
is that there’s an option 
for regional council to 
consider whereby reas-

sessment will not drive 
significant increases on 
the average residential 
tax bill.”

Last month, Woolwich 
council approved a three-
per-cent hike in the town-
ship portion of property 
taxes. That would mean 
an additional payout of 
approximately $11 per 
year on a home at the 
average assessed level of 
$183,000. The region is 
expected to finalize its 
budget – and resultant 
tax increase, currently 
in the range of 4.9 per 
cent – on Mar. 24.

In the township, taxes 
collected from residen-
tial properties are split 
20 per cent to Woolwich, 
50 per cent to Waterloo 
Region and 30 per cent to 
the school board.

Breslau industrial park part of 
larger, region-wide business push

Continued from cover

OFF ROADING IN 
ELMIRA  An area 
man sustained a fat 
lip during this Mar. 17 
single-vehicle collision 
on Arthur Street, near 
South Street in Elmira. 
The driver reported 
losing control of his 
vehicle at 8:13 a.m., 
causing him to leave 
the road and strike an 
old post on the front 
lawn of this residence. 
No charges were laid.

INTERESTING 
LAWN 
ORNAMENT

RICHARD VIVIAN
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$47,000 from the fi re truck 
replacement reserve 
(leaving it at $88,000), 
which would see a new 
pumper truck purchased 
in three years instead 
of two; and $60,000 from 
the future road repair 
reserve, setting the 2004 
allocation at $90,000.

Road maintenance 
– identifi ed as a major 
concern – will however 
benefi t from any funds 
realized under federal 
government plans to of-
fer municipalities a full 
GST rebate, and a poten-
tial share of gasoline tax 
revenues. At the sugges-
tion of Coun. Joe Nowak, 
the funds were pulled out 
of the reserve, but a mo-
tion approved at the Mar. 
16 council meeting would 
see the federal money go 
straight into the roads 
reserve. The GST rebate 
is anticipated to be about 
$60,000.

“We’re going to have to 
rely on the province and 
feds. We don’t have the 
money to do it ourselves. 
I think this decision is a 
calculated risk,” he said 
at the Mar. 11 budget dis-
cussions, when the idea 
was fi rst raised.

“It puts the whole [fu-
ture roads] project in the 
hands of the province 
and the federal people. If 
they don’t come through, 
they’ve backed away from 
their promises and they 
should be held account-
able for that.”

Changes to the proposed 
2004 township staffi ng 
also have an impact on 
the tax level. During 
their discussions, coun-
cil members axed a pro-
posed part-time build-
ing inspector position 
($17,500); decided to hire 
a facility operator for the 
St. Clements Arena mid-
way through the year (re-
ducing the salary from 

$38,000 to $19,000); and 
cut $5,000 from the com-
munity emergency mea-
sures offi cer (putting it to 
$15,000).

Anticipated fi refi ghter 
pay quantities were also 
cut by $11,900. Volunteer 
fi refi ghters are paid an 
hourly rate on an as-
needed basis.

Councillor remunera-
tion was cut by $1,090, 
bringing it to the 2003 
level of $36,900, exclud-
ing the mayor’s $10,000 
pay – which is down from 
$14,745.

“This would be a token 
reduction. There’s cuts in 
every department,” noted 
Coun. Dusan Cizman, 
who proposed the pay re-
duction.

Several staff-desired 
items also hit the cut-
ting room floor. A 
$33,000 pickup truck for 
the public works depart-
ment, $500 from general 
office supplies and a 
$3,740 reduction in the 
fire chief’s budget were 
implemented by council 
members. 

“A double-digit increase 
may have a sharp edge, 
but it’s fi scally respon-
sible,” Nowak said of the 
proposed increase, not-
ing increases have been 
kept low for a number of 
years. “I can live with 
it.”

Council is expected 
to formally adopt the 
draft budget at its Mar. 
30 meeting. However, it 
won’t become offi cial un-
til the budget bylaw has 
been passed. That bylaw 
is expected to be put be-
fore council Apr. 5.

Several councillors in-
dicated they would use  
that time to further re-
view the budget and pos-
sibly bring forward addi-
tional reductions. Such 
reductions can be made 
until the formal bylaw is 
adopted.

Councillors can 
live with increase

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The hateful sticker 
campaign that 
struck the area 

around Elmira District 
Secondary School early 
last week continued 
through the weekend, 
branching into satanic, 
anti-Mennonite and 
other obscure messages. 
The area in which the 
stickers were placed also 
branched out to other sec-
tions of Elmira. 

Handwritten stickers 
fi rst showed up on Bru-
bacher Street and Snyder 
Avenue, but were also re-
ported on Arthur Street 
and behind John Mahood 
Public School on Mock-

Search still on for mystery sticker-writers
Mischief charge may follow, but obstructing signs not a problem

ingbird Drive.
A Snyder Avenue resident 

reported a sticker was put 
on the side of their van last 
Saturday (Mar. 13).

While the Waterloo Re-
gional Police hate crime 
unit is tracking the prev-
alence of the stickers, 
there may be additional 
charges brought forward 
when the responsible in-
dividuals are caught.

“Obstructing the stop 
sign could be construed as 
… mischief, for one thing,” 
said Sgt. Merv Knechtel, 
who heads police divi-
sion 3A in Elmira. The 
police identifi cation unit 
was called in to document 
the sticker placement and 
handwriting.

Despite the fact that 

many of the stickers cover 
up parking and direction-
al signs there’s no regula-
tion in township bylaws 
prohibiting such an act.

The only regulation in 
the bylaw concerning 
signs, suggested town-

ship bylaw enforcement 
offi cer Megan Standring, 
prohibits the placement 
of imitation signs and/or 
control devices.

“Other than that, there’s 
nothing else that I can 
see,” she said. “It all has 

to do with vehicles and 
parking.”

However, if the signs are 
obstructed to the point 
where they result in a 
collision, there may be 
additional police charges 
involved for the culprits, 

added Knechtel.
Hate crimes have also 

recently appeared in the 
Toronto area, where sev-
eral vehicles and houses 
were painted with swas-
tikas and anti-Semitic 
slogans.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With $5,000 in vol-
unteer labour 
included, Welles-

ley council handed Frey 
Brothers Construction the 
reins to head the Hawkes-
ville Community Centre 
roof replacement project.

Council endorsed the 
company’s bid of $16,000 
(exclusive of the volunteer 
labour) Mar. 16. The work 
will see a pre-engineered 
truss roof installed on 
the facility, which has 
been plagued by a leaky 
roof for months. The new 
roof will be placed over 
the existing roof.

A makeshift system of 
re-directional piping has 
been rigged to collect wa-
ter that’s been entering the 
facility. The piping comes 
through the ceiling of one 
of the meeting rooms and 
runs out the window.

While Frey Brothers will 
head the project, several 
other construction com-
panies from Hawkesville 
have agreed to pitch in 
volunteer hours for the 
project. Some of those 
companies also provided 
price estimates to council.

Council decided not to 
open the project up to 
the normal tendering 
process after CAO Susan 
Duke warned that had 
already been jeopardized 
because of public discus-
sion surrounding the ini-
tial price investigation.

“You’ve already got 
prices established. It 
would seem to me that 
an open tender, although 
it would be the way that 
you would want to go, is 
already jeopardized. I’m 
not sure you should even 
contemplate an open ten-
der given the fact that 
you’ve already got prices 
– it would be somewhat 
of a frustrated exercise,” 
she told council.

Coun. Jeff Wilker raised 
concern over the public 
price discussions during 
a December public meet-
ing on the matter. At that 
meeting, Hawkesville 
residents openly talked 
about the price of the 
work and volunteer la-
bour involved.

Three prices – though 
they were for different 
roof designs – were re-
ceived for the project, all 
from Hawkesville-area 
businesses.

New roof gets go-ahead
Council endorses volunteer labour proposal 

Ward Coun. Ron Hackett 
defended the bid selection 
process, suggesting other 
contractors were present 
at the public meeting and 
had the same opportuni-
ty to bring forward price 
estimates.

“They were going along 
with the volunteer as-
pect,” he told council. “At 
the public meeting, it was 
decided by the people who 
are going to be doing the 
work that they would all 
cooperate and work with 
Frey Brothers.”

With questions about 
the bid process remain-
ing, Mayor Ross Kelter-
born suggested another 
approach may be in order 
next time a project of this 
nature rears its head.

“In my opinion, there’s 
maybe a little bit of a les-
son here for us,” he said. 
“When we do something 
like this again, maybe we 
want to keep these prices … 
in private and then choose 
the appropriate tender.” 

Funds will come from 
the five per cent fund, do-
nations, and funds that 
had been allocated to a 
sports pad for the facility, 
but redirected to the roof 
project.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Work on a new 
subdivision is 
underway. Plans 

are brewing for a major 
industrial park. The Bre-
slau bypass is set to open 
later this year. But the 
longest-standing project 
still remains in the air: 
a replacement for the 
stretch of Hwy. 7 between 
Kitchener and Guelph.

That project would be 
the largest of the under-
takings to reshape the 
south end of Woolwich 
Township.

Under discussion for 
some 30 years, a new 
route moved closer to 
reality in the fall of 2001 
when most of the inter-
ested parties agreed to 
a plan that would see an 
entirely new highway 
just north of the existing 
Hwy. 7.

Now, an environmen-
tal assessment report is 
months away from mak-
ing its way to the Minis-
try of Environment, the 
last hurdle before the 
project wins approval.

The Ministry of Trans-
portation’s Dave Wake, 
who has been shepherd-
ing the project through 
its long review period—
the current planning 

Plans for New Hwy. 7  
still inching forward 

Industrial expansion in Breslau accents need for new route
study began in 1989—is 
still pushing for the $130 
million plan.

“We’re still trying to 
seek approval for the rec-
ommended plan we pre-
sented in November 2001. 
We expect to be filing our 
environment assessment 
sometime in the spring 
– we’ve just been working 
to get our documentation 
finalized,” he told the Ob-
server. 

“Then there’s an ap-
proval process by the 
MOE, which I understand 
would take between eight 
and 10 months, and then 
we’d know for sure wheth-
er we’re going ahead or 
not.”

If the plan wins MOE 
approval, the govern-
ment would then look at 
financing the project and 
fitting it into its capital 
works schedule.

Danna O’Brien, spokes-
person for Minister of 
Transportation Harinder 
Takhar, said no decisions 
on the new highway’s fate 
will be made until the 
MOE renders its verdict.

“You can’t set timelines 
or do any of that until it 
goes through the [EA] 
process,” she said.

On the financing front, 
Premier Dalton Mc-
Guinty last week indicat-
ed his government would 

examine using tolls to 
help pay for new roads, 
although it remains un-
clear which routes might 
be candidates for tolls, 
currently restricted to 
the privately owned Hwy. 
407.

“No decisions have been 
made on specific high-
ways for tolling,” said 
O’Brien.

Development plans for 
an industrial expansion 
in Breslau would in-
crease the demand for an 
alternative to the crowd-
ed existing Hwy. 7. Still in 
the early stages, the idea 
endorsed last week by 
councillors in Woolwich 
and Kitchener would 
fast-track the develop-
ment of some 400 acres 
of land, much of it along 
the Hwy. 7 corridor. The 
properties, including 266 
acres known as the Sea-
gram lands, are owned 
by Guelph-based Thom-
asfield Homes, which is 
developing a 475-home 
subdivision in the north 
part of the Breslau.

The proposed new Hwy. 
7 would be a controlled-
access, divided highway, 
with two lanes in each 
direction, connecting 
Kitchener’s Conestoga 
Parkway in the west to 
Guelph’s Hanlon Express-
way on the east end.
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OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

The sap is running!

Top Sirloin Steaks..........................$4.99 lb.

Lean Ground Beef..........................$2.29 lb.

Boneless Pork Butt Roasts.................$1.99 lb.

Assorted Smoked Pork Sausages.........$3.29 lb.

Summer Sausage       Sliced...............$5.99 lb.
     Chub..............$11.00 ea.

     Whole Stick..............$21.00 ea.

Extra Old Cheddar.........................$7.19 lb.

Specials: March 22 to 27

STONE CROCK

zzaJ 1430 King St., St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m.-4 p.m. at ....

Maple Syrup 
Muffins

A sweet spring treat made
with local maple syrup

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612

1402 King St., St. Jacobs C
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OFF1(Expires March 30/04)
$
Any Freshly Baked

Stone Crock Pie

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Homestyle soup, Waterloo County Salad Bar,
French toast, apple bread pudding,

build-your-own waffles and omelette stations,
Maple Dijon Ham, roast beef,

Stone Crock Farmers Sausage and bacon
decadent tortes & fresh pies

• Adults $12.99
• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
5-8 yrs  $5.99, 9-12 yrs  $7.99)

Served 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mon. & Tues. 5 -7pm

Includes soup, 
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

$11.99

EARLY BIRD
Evening Buffet

(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

charts used in the budget 
discussion process as an 
example.

In their budget packag-
es, council members were 
presented with numerous 
spreadsheets depicting 
the 2003 budget amounts, 
the 2003 actual amounts 
and the proposed 2004 
budget levels.

During budget discus-
sions Mar. 11, Coun. Jeff 
Wilker recommended 
staff return to council 
with an upgrade request 
when the 2005 budget is 
tackled. Should there 
be a surplus from 2004, 
some of that money could 
be used to purchase the 
system rather than wait-
ing and possibly seeing 
service cut off.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A San Francisco dis-
trict court handed 
U.S. chemical gi-

ant Crompton Corpora-
tion a hefty US$50 mil-
lion fine this week for its 
role in a plot to fix prices 
in the global rubber addi-
tives market.

The company, which 

Crompton hit with $50 million fine for price fixing
Chemical giant reaches deal over U.S. and Canadian operations

also operates a facility in 
Elmira, agreed to plead 
guilty Mar. 15 to charg-
es linking them to sev-
eral antitrust violations 
– namely a conspiracy to 
jack up prices on chemi-
cals in that county be-
tween 1995 and 2002.

The investigation was 
headed by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. 

In addition, Crompton 
also agreed to pay $9 mil-
lion (Cdn) as part of a sep-
arate deal with competi-
tion officials in Canada. 

On this side of the bor-
der, the parent company 

was charged with one 
count of conspiring to 
play down competition in 
the sale and marketing of 
certain rubber chemicals 
in Canada.

The Canadian contin-
gent of Crompton, located 
on Erb Street in Elmira, 
employs 250 people and 
manufactures a variety 
of rubber chemicals.

Crompton spokesperson 
Mary Ann Dunnell said 
there is no link between 
the flagship company and 
the Elmira plant, nor will 
the fines have an impact 
on Canadian operations.

“There will be no impact 
on the [Elmira plant] as a 
result of the fines,” Dun-
nell told the Observer. 
“From an operational 
standpoint we are going 
to pay the fine and con-
tinue operating the busi-
ness.”

Dunnell added that the 
individuals involved in 
the incident have been 
either terminated or 
disciplined, but refused 
to reveal the individual 
names or the positions 
held with the company.

“We are not making any 
comments on individual 

persons or related activi-
ties,” she said.

“Neither the Canadian 
authorities nor the de-
partment of justice have 
taken any action against 
individuals. All they 
have reported on so far is 
what they are doing with 
the company,” she said. 
“Crompton on its own in-
stigated a very thorough 
internal investigation 
and has looked at all of 
our businesses, which is 
how some of the other ar-
eas were found. We have 
severed or otherwise dis-
ciplined any persons who 

were identified as being 
directly involved in any 
improper action.” 

Crompton Corp. manu-
factures and markets 
specialty chemicals and 
boasts annual sales of 
$2.2 billion worldwide. 

Dunnell also refused to 
name the chemical prod-
ucts in question but con-
firmed that many are made 
at the Erb Street facility. 

The rubber additives 
made in Canada and the 
United States are used 
to increase the strength 
and durability of rubber 
products, she noted. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The rooms may be 
a tight squeeze, 
but St. Clements 

firefighters will have to 
make do for at least anoth-
er year. Wellesley coun-
cillors axed a $140,000 
plan from the 2004 budget 
that would have seen the 
St. Clements fire hall ex-
panded and prepared as 
a secondary emergency 
measures office.

“The volunteer fire de-
partment cannot get from 
this township, this year, 

Continued from page 2

Software upgrade 
postponed to ‘05

Fire hall expansion put on hold
Councillors decide to cut $140,000 plan from budget

everything on their wish 
list. I have no problem 
with a debenture, but at 
this moment we have to 
be realistic,” Coun. Dusan 
Cizman said during bud-
get discussions Mar. 11.

“That’s a fairly big chunk 
of change to put on future 
taxes.”

Under Wellesley Fire 
Department Chief Dave 
Geil’s budget, the funds 
were proposed to be de-
bentured, resulting in no 
impact to the 2004 bud-
get. However, debentured 
funds are paid over future 
years.

Geil proposed the expan-
sion because of limita-
tions in the existing struc-
ture. The expansion could 
also be used to house the 
township’s secondary 
emergency measures of-
fice. The primary office 
may be located at Water-
loo Region’s headquarters 
– an option that has been 
discussed by councillors, 
but not formalized – but 
a secondary office must 
be housed within the mu-
nicipality.

“Our stations are get-
ting crammed. Having 20 
fellows in a room that’s 13 

(feet) by 16 (feet), if you’re 
in there for four hours 
trying to train them [is 
awkward]; there’s no 
windows,” he told council 
members.

However, the township’s 
Lobsinger Line municipal 
office may be a better place 
to house the secondary 
office, suggested Coun. 
Jeff Wilker. A reserve to 
expand the building was 
established two years ago, 
though it wasn’t specified 
for the emergency mea-
sures office. The reserve 
includes $50,000 with an-
other $25,000 proposed 

from the 2004 budget.
“That should be at the 

township office. It’s cen-
tral to everybody,” he said 
of the emergency office. 
“We’re going to have to do 
that [work] regardless.

“I think it’s something 
that we can look at next 
year and see how we’re 
budgeted. It’s been like 
this for a while; I think 
they can hold on,” he said 
of the fire hall expansion.

No matter when the ex-
pansion goes forward, 
$140,000 is too much to 
spend on it, added Coun. 
Ron Hackett.
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“Those greedy, dishonest companies should roll out a ‘rip-off 
rebate’ and pay back the drivers ... they’ve scammed ...”

Provincial NDP auto insurance critic Peter Kormos reacts 
to news of record profits in the insurance industry at a 
time of soaring auto insurance premiums.

» Wind signals change
“Ottawa will never be the same,” says 
PM Paul Martin. As long as changes 
are for the better (it would be hard 
to do otherwise) and Martin actually 
follows through, the measures he pro-
poses should provide Canadians with 
a more accountable government.

» Who’s driving this thing?
Claiming ignorance/incompetence/
stupidity, former public works minis-
ter Alfonso Gagliano said this week 
he knew nothing of the sponsorship 
scandal despite being in charge of the 
program. Quite a stretch, remedied by 
two words: ministerial responsibility.

» Desensitized by killings
With increasingly devastating tolls, 
terrorist attacks around the globe 
have more people on edge, but 
also desensitize us to the ongoing 
violence. Reports of regular killings 
of U.S. soldiers and Iraqi civilians in 
Iraq seem almost an afterthought.

One small step for ‘man’ kind
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

You will pay for 
hydro changes

The real reason 
rates are climbing

There’s plenty of fel-
las happy as a pig 
in, well, happy that 

Martha Stewart is lookin’ 
like she’s headed to jail. 
Women have been gather-
ing things to dust – and 
puttin’ doilies under ‘em 
– for years all by them-
selves, they don’t need no 
one to encourage them.

There ain’t nothin’ like 
watchin’ that woman on 
the TV that gets other 
women to thinkin’ they 
need to put more stuff 
on the walls or do things 
with lavender that ain’t 
proper in a man’s house. 
And it ain’t long before 
they’re givin’ you the 
hairy eyeball on account 
of how you leave things 
lying around, how you 
look, how you smell – I 
could go on, but you fel-
las know what I’m talkin’ 
about. All I can say is that 
there ain’t nothin’ wrong 
with a fella having a little 
space of his own under 
the roof he’s paid for.

All of which means 
there’ll be more than a 
few beers raised the day 
they cart Martha Stew-
art off to the big house. 
It’s on account of her that 
us guys know what pot-
pourri is, and that ain’t a 
good thing.

I’m guessin’ plenty of 

folks is happy to see her 
taken down a notch, what 
with her comin’ off like 
she’s so much better than 
the rest – there ain’t noth-
in’ we like better than 
seeing ‘em topple.

LOOK WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN TERROR THRIVES

Them pantywaists cr-
yin’ the blues over the 
Yanks gettin’ tough on 
terror is certainly get-
tin’ an eye opened by all 
them bombings goin’ on 
– Jumping Jehosaphats, 
there’s a lot of sick and 
crazy SOBs out there 
in need of a good Bush-
wackin’.

You aint’ surprised with 
all the nutjobs in the Mid-
dle East, but who’s got a 
beef with folks ridin’ a 
train in Spain? It don’t 
make no sense, same as 
it don’t make no sense 
the folks there turned 
around and voted for a 
bunch of socialists, like 
that’s goin’ to help make 
their lives better – ain’t 
those folks heard the 
Russians lost?

You can bet them ter-

rorist types is havin’ a 
good laugh over that one 
– them Spaniards have as 
good as told them to keep 
on bombing things ‘cause 
it’s going to work. Folks 
there need more iron.

Anyways, it’s time for 
right-minded people in 
this world to teach the 
backward folks a thing 
or two about manners. 
If these dumbasses is so 
eager to kill themselves, 
perhaps they ought to do 
so jumpin’ in front of a 
Yankee cruise missile or 
one of them Abram tanks 
instead of murderin’ in-
nocents. 

I’m sure George W. 
would be happy to oblige 
‘em on that front.

AT LEAST THE SNOW 
COVERS UP THE DOG CRAP
The wife, readin’ over 

my shoulder, says it must 
be the weather that’s got 
me extra grumpy this 
week – I think she’s just 
ticked about the Mar-
tha Stewart thing. Still, 
she’s got a point. You 
can’t blame a fella for get-
tin’ used to the idea that 

spring was comin’ – we 
sure had us some nice 
days. Then, bang, we’re 
right back into winter, 
which seems to chill the 
bones more when you’re 
aimin’ for warmer tem-
peratures.

What with this bein’ 
March break, it probably 
would’ve been a good time 
to head on down to Flori-
da like a whole bunch of 
folks has done. That cer-
tainly would have been 
a nice break for all this 
late winter, but between 
me likin’ the feel of the 
money in my pocket and 
the wife worrin’ that I 
only wanted to go there to 
check out all them girls 
in their bikinis, it weren’t 
in the cards. I don’t know 
how she figures on that 
bikini thing, considerin’ 
that them hotspots ain’t 
the choice of folks my age, 
what with all the partyin’ 
and other debauchery we 
is always hearin’ about 
– it’s enough to put a real 
blush on Annette and 
Frankie, that’s for sure.

I guess that leaves me 
here with my complain-
in’, just like the rest of you 
folks. A fella’s only conso-
lation is that he can’t see 
no dog droppings on the 
lawn when it’s snowin’ 
again.

Insurance companies moaning about soaring 
costs and underwriting losses have steadfastly 
denied they can offer overburdened motorists 
any breaks on skyrocketing premiums. A report 

released this week made liars of them all.
The insurance industry racked up profits of $2.63 bil-

lion in 2003, an increase of 673 per cent over the paltry 
$340 million it made the year before. While these gains 
have yet to rival the banks for the sheer fleecing of con-
sumers, both institutions have become well-versed in the 
art of justifying their extortionary ways.

Hot on the heels of the insurance reports, the New-
foundland government announced a freeze on auto 
insurance rates, promising to rollback premiums by 
up to 20 per cent.

A good start, but similar moves in Ontario have 
proven less than overwhelmingly successful, however. 
Now is the time for the McGuinty government, stuck 
breaking one promise after another, to make a move 
that would actually benefit Ontarians: switch to a gov-
ernment-run plan for auto insurance. The result, as 
shown in other provinces with such programs, would 
be lower premiums for all drivers. The move would 
have two advantages for the government: it would 
be popular (McGuinty has done nothing in that vein 
since gaining office) and voters might be less put off 
when the government starts hitting them up for doz-
ens of new and increased fees. Maybe they can’t count 
on the latter, but cutting premiums in half would cer-
tainly free up some cash in most people’s wallets – just 
take less than you’ve given back, and government cof-
fers would be richer.

As well, insurance companies would surely thank 
the government for taking from them the burden of 
auto insurance they so often complain about. Then 
again, maybe not.

Your electricity rates are going up next month. 
They’re never coming back. In fact, we’re only 
just beginning to see the tip of the iceberg.

The cap on hydro rates will be eased slightly 
in Apr. 1 – yes, the joke’s on you – with more “benefits” 
of an open market to follow. However, the real hit in-
volves dwindling supplies of electricity; facing a loom-
ing shortage in the province, the McGuinty govern-
ment is looking to spend some $30 or $40 billion over 
the next 20 years to construct new power plants and 
transmission grids. Guess who’ll foot the bill for that?

In the short term, the government faces a trial over 
its plans to mothball coal-fired generating stations by 
2007. As well, there’s the issue of Ontario’s nuclear 
plants – more capacity could be added by refurbishing 
reactors at Darlington and Pickering, where mam-
moth cost overruns have been the hallmark of previ-
ous upgrades. Again, Ontarians have been saddled 
with the costs, both as consumers and as taxpayers.

Of course, the mere mention of the word “nuclear” 
is sure to set off a new round of debates, as environ-
mental groups have long fought Ontario’s nuclear pro-
gram – in fact, right from the earliest days when we 
were promised electricity that would be “too cheap to 
meter.” As we open up our bills in the days to come, 
we’ll only be able to dream of such a thing – nuclear 
power has failed to deliver on that, and other prom-
ises. Get your chequebooks ready.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Who do you think will win the 
Conservative Party leadership 
nomination this weekend?” Terry

Bowman

WELLESLEY COUNCIL GETS DOWN TO THE NITTY GRITTY OF THE BUDGET
IN AN ATTEMPT TO TRIM THE TAX HIKE DOWN INTO SINGLE DIGITS.

“Steven Harper. 
He’s at the 
forefront in the 
polls and the 
one with the 
image.”

Milton
Lantz

“I think Ste-
ven Harper will 
win. He has the 
most experience 
at the federal 
level.”

David
Teahen

“Steven Harper 
most likely. The 
polls show he 
obviously has 
the most sup-
port among 
conservatives.”

Gary
Kieswetter

“Steven Harper 
because he’s 
got the federal 
experience peo-
ple want.”
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Kids learn early about hockey’s dark culture

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

▼ See THERE page 11

OPINIONS YOU WON’T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE ‘ROUND THESE PARTS....
UNCLE BOB, ALLAN FOTHERINGHAM, SCOTT PIATKOWSKI, VIEW FROM HERE, LEFCOURT ... ONLY IN THE OBSERVER.

Uncle Bob should learn 
the rules of the road

“If you can’t beat them 
in the alley, you can’t beat 
them on the ice.” 

Conn Smythe

The original own-
er of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs estab-

lished the mantra for the 
National Hockey League 
decades ago and Todd 
Bertuzzi – not to mention 
Steve Moore – are heirs to 
that famous slogan.

This scribbler has two 
sons. Both went through 
the usual Midget and 
Bantam systems in Van-
couver, the wonderful 
life-giving experiences 
that involve bleary-eyed 
fathers driving to frigid 
rinks at 6 a.m. on Sun-
day mornings, a ritual 
repeated all across this 
hockey-crazy country.

It was an educational 
time, since this father 
was the scorekeeper at 
the games, and the time-
keeper beside me was a 
father by name of John 
Cleghorn who did rather 

well – unlike the scrib-
bler – in later life, becom-
ing the chairman of the 
Royal Bank of Canada.

With screaming, furious 
parents behind us hurl-
ing curses at the young 
volunteer referees on the 
ice, it was nigh-impos-
sible to keep their spittle 
off the score sheet. One 
of our jobs was after the 
game to lock the dress-
ing room door – from the 
inside – of the home team 
until maddened parents 
of the visiting squad 
ceased pounding to get 
in and get at the refs – the 
little lads terrified they 
might get in. 

Only when these men-
tally-challenged loving 
mothers and fathers 
grew exhausted and 
got into their cars to go 
home could we unlock 
the doors again. Thanks 
a lot, Conn.

One game, my older son, 
by now about 12, was an 
awkward but willing 
learner. A much larger 

youngster (a future Ber-
tuzzi) sped across the ice 
and with a crosscheck 
from behind drove him 
right over the boards 
into the penalty box two 
feet from where I sat. I 
thought his back was 
broken. It wasn’t, but his 
spirit was, and he lost in-
terest in the game.

My younger son, gifted 
with the effortless skat-
ing style of the Pocket 
Rocket, still plays in 
a “beer league” every 
week, with the same 
group of buddies who 
have been on the ice to-
gether since they left 
university 15 years ago. 
He’s the captain and the 
league allows no body-
checking and, of course, 
no fights. They love it and 
will be doing it forever.

Beat them in the alley? 

Had the opportunity my-
self: the scribbler was a 
young sportswriter, for 
his sins, with the Van-
couver Sun and one night 
was covering the Vancou-
ver Canucks from high 
in the press box, which 
could be reached only by 
a ladder.

I felt a tap on my 
shoulder, and turned 
to find the blazing eyes 
of Coley Hall, the mil-
lionaire owner of the 
Canucks. He apparently 
had not been amused 
by some previous com-
ment under my byline 
and had climbed all the 
way up the ladder and 
asked me “to come out-
side” with him. Coley 
Hall (who died just last 
year) weighed some 
200 pounds and was fa-
mous for his fisticuffs 

in night clubs around 
town. I declined the of-
fer, which is the reason 
I am alive today. But 
that’s hockey.

Hockey is taking a 15-
year-old Bobby Orr out of 
his home and away from 
his parents to ship him 
far away to another team 
that has drafted him be-
cause of his brilliance. 
He has since confessed 
that he cried himself to 
sleep every night because 
he was so lonely.

That’s hockey, the only 
game beside British soc-
cer that purposely cuts 
the talented off from a 
formal education.

Hockey is Don Cherry, 
who makes a fortune 
selling videos of the best 
fights.  And hockey is the 
sports pages of the news-
papers that display their 
colour photos of a slug-
fest with each game.

Dan Parker, a New York 
sports columnist, wrote 
50 years ago, “Hockey is 
a wonderful game. It has 

to be, to survive the jerks 
who run it.”

AND ANOTHER THING: 
One finds the most amaz-
ing things in obscure 
court cases. In Ontario Su-
perior Court one Michael 
Geluch is suing the Rose-
dale Golf Club $475,000 for 
wrongful dismissal from 
his position as general 
manager. He has testified 
that George Cohon, head 
of McDonald’s Canada, 
was blackballed from join-
ing the club because he 
was a Jew.

When was this – in the 
1940s? When we knew 
things like that went 
on? The 1950s? When we 
thought that had died 
out? No, 1996! All Toron-
to society knows that far 
off in another century 
the most posh neighbour-
hood in Toronto, Rose-
dale, barred rich Jews, 
who then set up their own 
enclave, posh Forest Hill.

But 1996 and it’s still go-
ing on? No wonder they 
call it Toronto the Good. 

To the Editor,
I feel that I must respond 

to Uncle Bob’s opinion 
(Highways ain’t just for the 
truckers, Observer Mar.13)

He can’t go a short dis-
tance without wearing 
sludge. Maybe if he wasn’t 
tailgating the trucks, he 
wouldn’t be wearing the 
sludge.

Trucks and drivers are 
for the largest part pro-
fessionals and take their 
duties quite seriously. 
Safety is everyone’s con-
cern, especially the truck 
driver’s. On most two 
lane highways, trucks 
generally use the right 
lane. On three lane high-
ways, the center lane is 
a truck driver’s passing 
lane. Cars and others 
don’t seem to realize that 

this is his passing lane.
As far as proper laws are 

concerned, trucks and 
their operators are held 
to a higher degree of law 
and safety enforcement 
than most other people.

Many trucks are gov-
erned to the speed limit, 
meaning that they can’t 
go past a certain speed. 
Maneuvering through 
congested traffic is often 
quite difficult. Obviously 
Uncle Bob doesn’t like 
trucks, but would rather 
have railways do the job. 
I’m not sure that this is 
practical with “just in 
time delivery” of many 
loads. His obvious bias 
tells me he can’t be ob-
jective, but like every-
one else on the road, he 
should have courtesy and 
patience. I’d be happy to 
take him on the road for a 
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Reformers lose no matter whom they choose

There are warmer 
places to live, Bob
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In most cases, politi-
cal parties can expect 
a sizeable “bump” 

in public opinion poll 
results following the 
election of a new leader. 
Sometimes, that bump 
can translate into a land-
slide election victory 
(think Pierre Trudeau), 
while in other cases, the 
gains are much more 
temporary, even illusory 
(think Kim Campbell, or 
John Turner). 

Canadians are about 
to witness something 
almost unprecedented: 
a political party being 
more popular without a 

leader than under any 
of the leadership choices 
available to it. The three 
candidates for the lead-
ership of the Regres-
sive Conservative Party 
– Belinda Stronach, Tony 
Clement and Stephen 
Harper – each have such 
significant downsides 
that the party’s popular-
ity is likely to plummet 
after the leadership vote. 

In the first week after 
announcing her candi-
dacy, Belinda Stronach 
said of her father (Magna 
founder Frank Stron-
ach): “He always said, 
‘Belinda, I can never tell 

you what to do. I can only 
trick you into doing it.’” 
One wonders if she is 
regretting having been 
“tricked” into running 
for the Conservative Par-
ty leadership.

Although much of the 
media attention on her 
has been both sexist and 
unfair, it is clear that she 
knows she is out of her el-
ement. That’s why she has 
carefully avoided debat-

ing her opponents when-
ever possible, and usual-
ly speaks in prepackaged 
sound bites. Last week, 
she very nearly lost the 
party nomination in her 
own riding. 

Tony Clement is bank-
ing on his experience as 
a minister in the govern-
ments of Mike Harris and 
Ernie Eves. Counting 
against him is his expe-
rience as a minister in 

the governments of Mike 
Harris and Ernie Eves. 

The former Ontario gov-
ernment was not only 
the most mean-spirited 
regime in recent Cana-
dian history, it has also 
been shown to have been 
fiscally incompetent and 
filled with the same kind 
of cronyism that we’re 
now trying to get rid of 
in Ottawa. No amount of 
earnest determination is 
going to overcome that 
kind of millstone.

The candidate most like-
ly to win is former Cana-
dian Alliance leader Ste-
phen Harper, who played 
the groom in last fall’s 
political same-sex merg-
er. Only the ridiculously 
skewed voting system 
adopted by the new party 
(whereby each riding gets 
an equal number of votes 
regardless of the number 
of party members in the 
riding) prevented him 
from walking away with 
the leadership without 
working up a sweat.

A win by Harper will 
signify that the so-called 
merger of equals was re-
ally an Alliance takeover, 
and make the new party 
poison at the ballot box in 
most regions of the coun-
try. Stephen Harper is 
the author of much of this 
animosity. For example, 
Harper once complained 
that “There is a depen-
dence in the (Atlantic) re-
gion that breeds a culture 
of defeatism.” The next 
day, in trying to clarify 
his remarks, he urged At-
lantic Canadians to not 
“sit around waiting for fa-
vours” from government. 

At the time, Harper’s 
statement was con-
demned in a unanimous 
resolution of the Nova 
Scotia legislature. Even 
New Brunswick Premier 
Bernard Lord criticized 
Harper. Harper respond-
ed by saying, “Frankly, 
they’re out of touch with 
their own people if they 
don’t think that there 
isn’t a lot more that could 
be done to get people 
more optimistic in that 
part of the country.” But, 
assured Harper, the prob-
lem extended far beyond 

the Atlantic region: “Gen-
erally, this kind of can’t-
do attitude is a problem 
in this country.”

Harper hasn’t won too 
many friends in Quebec 
either. When the Mul-
roney Tories won Quebec 
in 1984 and 1988, they did 
it by appealing to nation-
alist voters (as federalist 
voters have traditionally 
voted Liberal). By con-
trast, Harper has said 
that “Quebec nationalism 
can only be victorious or 
defeated. It cannot be ac-
commodated.” He even 
opposed giving distinct 
society status to Quebec, 
commenting that “for 
reasons that are both 
practical and patriotic, 
we believe Canadians are 
not prepared to destroy 
their country in order to 
accommodate Quebec.” 

Harper has no such 
problem with Alberta 
nationalism. After the 
2000 election, Harper 
was among those who ar-
gued that the results rep-
resented a failure on the 
part of the rest of Canada 
to recognize the needs of 
Alberta. He co-authored 
a statement calling on 
the Alberta government 
to “build a firewall” 
around the province, by 
disengaging from nation-
al programs (including 
medicare). 

In another article, en-
titled “It’s Time for Al-
berta to Seek a New Re-
lationship with Canada,” 
Harper argued that “Any 
country with Canada’s 
insecure smugness and 
resentment can be dan-
gerous ...Westerners, but 
especially Albertans, 
founded the Reform/Alli-
ance to get ‘in’ to Canada. 
The rest of the country 
has responded by telling 
us in no uncertain terms 
that we do not share their 
‘Canadian values.’ Fine. 
Let us build a society on 
Alberta values … Alberta 
and much of the rest of 
Canada have embarked 
on divergent and poten-
tially hostile paths to de-
fining their country.” 

Do these sound like the 
words of a national lead-
er to you? 

Continued from page 9
day in a big rig and may-
be, just maybe, he’d have 
some appreciation for the 
professionals who deliver 
just about everything he 
needs to live a comfort-
able life. His attitude 
does nothings but incite 
more road rage.

I wish that we didn’t 
have snow and sludge to 
drive in either. Maybe he 
should move to the warm 
south or a remote place 
with no traffic or trucks.

Ed Benjamins
Moorefield

It’s not every 
day that you win 

General Excellence.

Back-to-back wins
for Best Newspaper

in Ontario!

Just every year.
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A real gem of a shop
Owner brings love of stones to business in the village

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After spending most of 
her life nurturing a 
love of precious gems 
and crystals, Peggy 

Pether says opening her own 
rock store was just an obvious 
choice.

Pether is the new owner of The 
Village Rock Shop, a distinctive 
and “cozy” little blue building 
located on Cedar Street in the 
heart of St. Jacobs. As for the 
merchandise sold under the 
banner, think along the lines 
of Fred Flinstone rather than 
Elvis Presley.

“People were having a little bit 
of a hard time finding the store 
but they’re starting to find it 
more and more and business is 
becoming fairly good around 
here,” Pether said referring to 
the shop’s growing momentum. 
“Business has really picked up 
and we’re doing just fine.”

Despite having a not-so-glori-
ous opening day – coinciding 
with the Nov. 14 blackout in St. 
Jacobs – Pether said her per-
sonal endeavour couldn’t be 
more gratifying, attracting a 
healthy number of passersby.  

Specializing in mostly Ca-
nadian handmade gems, crys-

tals and other precious stones, 
Pether said her business caters 
to a wide variety of customers 
including medicinal healers, 
rock collectors and jewelry lov-
ers.

The rocks are largely extract-
ed from British Columbia and 
other parts of Canada – with 
some stones imported from 
Brazil.

“I have a lot of people that 
come into the store that are 
into energy work and use the 
crystals for different types of 
healing,” she said. “We get a 
whole different variety of peo-
ple that are generally into this 
type of thing.”

The proprietor also said that 
the store has even managed to 
attract visitors from around 
the globe, including France, 
Great Britain and elsewhere.   

Pether purchased the venture 
last summer from Dorothy and 
Wilf Dipple and said the busi-
ness has been growing steadily 
ever since. 

Working  with the previous 
owners for about a year and a 
half, the Wasaga Beach native 
said she learned the tricks of 
the trade – travelling and tak-
ing part in shows across the 
country.

For the most part, Pether said 

she has received a positive re-
sponse from local residents and 
other area business owners.

“I’ve had a lot of people come 
in and say that it’s a lovely 
store,” Pether told the Observ-
er. “The people here have been 
really supportive.”  

According to Pether, The Vil-
lage Rock Shop is not just your 
average novelty store. In fact, 
in addition to selling specialty 
gems, Pether also hosts work-
shops once a week for residents 
that want to learn about the 
subject and may want to try 
their hand at making their 
own jewelry. 

Every Tuesday, Pether hosts a 
class on “wiring,” instructing 
patrons on how to make per-
sonal ornaments such as neck-
laces, bracelets and earrings. 

But for Pether the real secret 
to success is having an inti-
mate passion for whatever it is 
you do. Without it, she stressed, 
there isn’t really a point in put-
ting a great deal of time and en-
ergy into a business.    

“Well, you have to have a real 
interest in this type of thing to 
do it and I’ve been interested in 
rocks since I was very little,” 
Pether said. “My [fascination] 
with rocks definitely prompted 
me to open this store.” 

PETER CRISCIONE

A SOLID BUSINESS  Peggy Pether, owner of St. Jacobs’ The Village Rock Shop, says 
business is on the up since opening in mid-November. Rock aficionados can find a 
wide range of precious gems and can also make their own jewelry.     
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With a nod from Welles-
ley council, Wallen-
stein’s Luke Metzger 

is preparing to open a bicycle 
sales and repair shop on his 
Herrgott Road property.

Council endorsed a zoning 
amendment application per-
mitting the shop on the resi-
dential property Mar. 16. The 
site-specific zoning bylaw will 
follow, once conditions have 
been met.

In his application, Metzger 
proposed to open the shop in a 

Bicycle shop in Wallenstein gets green light
Council endorses zoning amendment application; bylaw expected to follow

9.8-metre by 1.7-metre building 
already located on his one-acre 
property. The proposed shop, 
which may also include stroll-
ers, would operate three days a 
week (between 8 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m.) and include a full-time 
employee. An additional part-
time employee may be added 
down the line.

The sole condition placed on 
the proposal comes in the form 
of a road widening, explained 
township planner Marg 
Charles.

“A seven-foot road widening is 
required in front of this proper-
ty,” she said of comments from 

Waterloo Region. “The Region 
of Waterloo will contribute up 
to $1,100 for the cost of prepa-
ration of the reference plan for 
this widening.”

While no one opposed the ap-
plication, either at the public 
meeting or in writing, one 
neighbour did raise questions 
about the proposal, noted 
Charles.

“They were concerned about 
the business affecting quality 
of life,” she said.

Metzger had spoken with the 
neighbour earlier in the day 
and said the concern wasn’t 
specific to the shop operation.

“I was talking with the neigh-
bour that’s concerned about 
this business. He was con-
cerned about the value of the 
property going down if all the 
neighbours have a shop,” he 
told council during the public 
meeting.

The shop would be second-
ary to the dwelling and com-
patible with the surrounding 
properties, noted Charles. To 
the north of the property – lo-
cated two parcels south of the 
existing commercial area in 
Wallenstein – is residential; 
industry lies to the north, and 
mixed use rural makes up the 

east and west.
Concerns about parking 

raised by Coun. Dusan Ciz-
man – who noted the poten-
tial for traffic hang-ups if the 
shop gets busy, particularly 
because of the high traffic 
volume on Herrgott Road 
– will be addressed in the zon-
ing bylaw.

However, Charles doesn’t 
see there being a problem for 
Metzger to meet the minimum 
parking spaces required.

“Currently, between the 
dwelling, the barn and the ac-
cessory buildings there is a lot 
of open area.”

As of the end of last month, Wellesley township had issued building 
permits for $342,000 worth of projects in 2004. From those 10 permits 
– mostly for shop renovations and housing additions – the municipality 
collected slightly more than $5,000 in fees.

The newly minted Region of Waterloo International Airport in Breslau 
hosts an open house, dubbed business @ the airport, Mar. 23.  Represen-
tatives from Northest Airlines and QuikAir, the two airlies offering flights 
to Ottawa, Montreal and Detroit, will be on hand.

Former prime minister John Turner will answer the question, “does 
your vote really count?” at the CommuniTalk luncheon set for Mar. 24 
at Bingemans in Kitchener. The event is organized by the Communitech 
technology association. Call 888-9944 for info.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E V E R  S T A F F

The luck of the Irish was 
not with Wellesley Mar. 
17 (St. Patrick’s Day) as 
the Applejacks were 

handed a 7-1 thrashing by the 
Tavistock Braves. As a result 
of the loss, the Jacks faced the 
prospect of a second-round exit 
from the Junior Development 
league playoffs – travelling to 
Tavistock yesterday down 3-1 
in the series.

“We can definitely turn this 
around – never say die, never 
say die until the last second,” 
Jacks’ assistant coach Mike 
Seip said. “We just have to go in 
with the mindset that we have 
nothing to lose from here on 
in. We have to go out there now 
and do what we can.

“We’re not saying that we’re 
down or anything here, but 
we’ve been in this situation 
before and it’s up to the guys to 
step it up now.”

According to Seip, there is no 
point in dwelling on the game 
or pointing fingers at specific 
players.

The team’s objective at this 
point, Seip noted, is moving on 
and working to turn the series 
around in Wellesley’s favour. 

“It’s a team game – right now 
everyone has got to step up as 
a unit. To go up to one guy and 
say ‘listen you got to step it up’ 
is not the way to go. In a team 
game you want everyone step-

Jacks on the brink
Wellesley down 3-1 in series with Tavistock Braves after St. Patrick’s day drubbing

ping it up and I think everyone 
has to step up to their game and 
come ready to play.”

The Braves established their 
dominance early on in the 
match, keeping Wellesley occu-
pied in their own zone for most 
of the opening frame. Despite 
a few opportunities in front 

of the opposing net, the home-
town boys pretty much played 
catch-up to the visiting squad.

Tavistock took control of the 
board in the first few minutes 
of the game – netting the first 
of seven with 16:24 remaining.

A shot from close range man-
aged to squeak by the pads 

of Jacks’ netminder Kevin 
Basler.     

The early goal did very little 
to motivate the Wellesley crew, 
as they continued to play an 
uninspired game.

Despite having a man advan-
tage at times, the Jacks failed 
to control the power play – of-

ten appearing as if they didn’t 
have an advantage at all.   

The Braves did not let the 
home squad’s shortcomings go 
unpunished, bagging their sec-
ond goal late in the period. A 
left-wing pass from Tavistock’s 
Brad Witzer found the stick of 
Matt Trahan, who blasted the 
puck passed Basler.

The second period continued 
pretty much as the first, with 
the Jacks scrambling to find 
their composure on the ice.

The visitors pressed the 
Wellesley defence hard, net-
ting their third goal midway 
through the period

The Braves’ offence took ad-
vantage of traffic in front of the 
Wellesley net – tipping a shot in 
at 14:10.

“It’s tough to say,” Seip said 
attempting to pinpoint when 
the team fell apart. “We were 
down and we wanted to come 
out to give them a run in the 
third, but then as we were go-
ing after it and going after it we 
were let down and it just came 
undone there.

“It’s hard to say what hap-
pened tonight. Sometimes one 
little play can affect the whole 
momentum of a game and may-
be it’s the fact that we’ve played 
four or five games in the mat-
ter of six nights,” he said. “Of-
ten times that works on you; I 
guess the guys are emotional 
out there on the ice. It’s just 
the whole mental thing and the 

▼ See JACKS page 16

PHOTOS: PETER CRISCIONE

For the first time in the history of the American Hockey League’s To-
ronto Roadrunners club, a team member has been named the AHL player 
of the week (for the period ending Mar. 14). The honour was bestowed 
upon Elmira native Jamie Wright.

The Dan Snyder Memorial Scholarship recently got a US $56,029 boost, 
thanks to the National Hockey League Players Association. The NHLPA hosted 
an eBAY auction of player jerseys, which closed Mar. 10, to raise the funds. 
Steve Yzerman’s game-worn jersey claimed the highest bid at US $4,650.

The Woolwich Midget AA Wildcats, which represented the OMHA at 
last weekend’s Ontario Winter Games, came home after winning only 
one of three games. The local squad ranked third in their pool of four 
teams, disqualifying them from going to the medal round.

FACING ELIMINATION  
The Applejacks received 
a 7-1 thumping at home 
courtesy of the Tavistock 
Braves. The loss puts 
Wellesley down 3-1 in the 
playoff series. Wellesley 
squared off against the 
Braves in game five 
yesterday (Mar. 19) in 
Tavistock.  
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Elmira native named AHL player of the week Jersey auction nets $56,000 for scholarship Home from the Games
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After skating 
through the regu-
lar season and eas-

ily claiming the MHAO 
Alliance championship, 
the Waterloo Midget 
AAA Wolves have earned 
a chance at the provincial 
crown. The team – com-
plete with a contingent of 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
players – will defend last 
year’s provincial victory 
in Quinte (near Bellville) 
Mar. 19 to Apr. 4.

“It’s the biggest thing 
for me for hockey. I’ve 
never won a champion-
ship before, so this is the 
first real big thing that 
I’m going to and I’m re-
ally excited,” commented 
right winger and Elmira 
resident Mike Young.

“I think if we play to our 
capabilities we’ll have a 
great shot at it,” added 
Elmira’s Zac Bauman. “If 
we take care of our own 
end, I think we’ll be fine. 
In the playoffs and regu-
lar season, I think that’s 
what we had trouble with; 
it was a little bit sloppy in 
our own end at times.”

The team earned their 
way to the provincial 
tournament after trash-
ing the competition dur-
ing the Minor Hockey As-
sociation of Ontario’s Al-
liance division playoffs. 
In beating Kitchener in 
three straight games, Sun 
County in four straight 
games and London in 
four straight games, 
the Wolves claimed the 
league’s top spot.

“They were excited, but 
because of the year we’d 

Waterloo Wolves chasing a provincial title 
Local players on Midget AAA squad hyped about 51-3-4 season, look forward to next step

had, they wanted to go 
that one extra step. They 
had their mind set that 
we were going to the On-
tarios and we weren’t go-
ing to lose,” coach Randy 
Harback said of the play-
off victory. “I think it’s 
the first time the major-
ity of them won a league 
championship.”

The team’s overall re-
cord, including post-
season and tournament 
play, is 51-3-4. Adding to 
the record were three 
tournament gold medals 
– the Kitchener Blue Line 
Tournament, the Water-
loo Gold Puck tourna-
ment and the Burlington 
Golden Horseshoe Tour-
nament.

“There’s good bonding 
in the room and every-
one gets along, which is 

key, I think, to success,” 
Bauman said of what 
has led to the successful 
record. The local player 
was with the Wolves last 
year, when they took the 
provincial title and went 
on to the nationals.

“Everybody works to-
gether really well and 
everybody respects each 
other,” added defence-
man Tanner McIntosh of 
Bloomingdale.

While there are five 
returning players from 
last season, the majority 
of the team is new, ex-
plained Harback.

“It’s actually a young 
team. There’s only three 
17-year-olds, fifteen 16-
year-olds and one 15-year-
old,” he said. “They’ve 
had a very good year.”

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
JUVENILE
MAR. 12
Woolwich 4 Plattsville 4
Goals: Steve Richtaritsch, 
Luke Hoyt, Alex Uebel, 
Andrew Collins
Assists: Ryan Dowler, Chris 
Gingrigh, Jon Webb, Andrew 
Collins, Alex Uebele, Eric 
Hepburn

PEEWEE AE
MAR. 13
Woolwich 3 Milton 1
Goals: Devin Church, 
Brandon Lamers, Jonathan 
Weber
Assists: Brandon Brubacher, 
Brent Kron, Josh Wade, 
Kurtis Van Werkhoven, Tyler 
Schwartzentruber, Dylan 
Price
MAR. 14
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 3
Goals: Josh Wade
Assists: Kurtis Van 
Werkhoven, Brandon 
Lamers
MAR. 16
Woolwich 1 Orangeville 1
Goals: Devin Church
Assists: Brent Kron, 
Brandon Lamers

BANTAM AE
MAR. 13
Woolwich 3 Clarington 2
Goals: Blaine Cressman, Tyler 
Scott, Tanner Hackbart
Assists: Tyler Scott (2), Blaine 
Cressman (2), Cory Martin, 
Andrew Schill
MAR. 14
Woolwich 4 Clarington 5
Goals: Tanner Hackbart, 
Andrew Schill, Blaine Cressman, 
Tyler Scott
Assists: Kellen Bolger (2), 
Shane McTavish, Max Schneider, 
David Trimble, Tyler Scott

MIDGET AA
MAR. 9
Woolwich 7 Ancaster 0
Goals: Patrick Shantz (2), 
Shawn Dunn (2), Justin Clark, 
Jake Frey, Tyler Brenner
Assists: Brock Zinken (3), 
Tyler Brenner (3), Patrick 
Shantz (2), Justin Clark, Mike 
Floto, Shawn Dunn, Jeremy 
Weber, Scott Shantz, Brett Van 
Gerwen
Chris Collins recorded the 
shutout.
ONTARIO WINTER
GAMES
Woolwich 3 Gloucester 4
Woolwich 5 Stratford 2
Woolwich 1 Mississauga 2

WOOLWICH MINOR 
GIRLS’ HOCKEY
NOVICE
MAR. 13
Woolwich 2 Kitchener 1
Goals: Sarah Church, Meghan 
Hovey
Assists: Carly Horst, Lauren 
Lawson

TWIN CENTRE MINOR 
GIRLS’ HOCKEY
NOVICE
MAR. 7
Twin Centre 0 Cambridge 4
MAR. 8
Twin Centre 2 Waterloo One 3
Goals: Mackenzie Van Bargen, 
Amanda Rose
Assists: Katie Misener, Samantha 
Haid

ATOM
MAR. 13
Twin Centre White 5 Waterloo 
One 0
Goals: Stephanie Straus (2), 
Megan Bott, Tori Freeman, Jenna 
Bott
Assists: Callie Churchill, Stephanie 
Straus, Megan Bott, Breanna 
Firetto-Gross
MAR. 14
Twin Centre Red 2 Waterloo One 0
Goals: Leanne Howorth (2)
Assists: Madison Holman (2), 

Amber Shewfelt
PEEWEE C
MAR. 10
Twin Centre 2 Stratford 0
Goals: Kendra Schnurr, Kori 
Martin
Assists: Melanie Freeman, 
Tessa Brenner, Stephanie 
Sebben
MAR. 14
Twin Centre 2 Ancaster 2
Goals: Stephanie Straus, 
Courtney Bisch
Assists: Melanie Freeman, 
Melissa Kaleta

MIDGET
Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 3
Goals: Jill McTavish
Assists: Meggy McTavish, Rachel 
Jantzi

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
JUNIOR
MAR. 14
Woolwich 4 Hanover 6
Goals: Megan Lee (3), Leah Aheir 
Assists: April Hammel (2), Gillian 
Primeau (2), Rachel Ament, Jillian 
Pashar
Woolwich 3 Elora/Fergus 3
Goals: Megan Lee (2), Leah 
Aheir
Assists: Jillian Pashar, Gillian 
Primeau

▼ See WOLVES page 16

RICHARD VIVIAN

Correction
An assistant coach for the Wool-

wich Minor Ringette Petite team 
was incorrectly named underneath 
a photo on page 13 in the Mar. 13 
Woolwich Observer. The assistant 
coach was Gary Huegle.

Stratford hands Kings walking papers
PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings’ Mid-Western 
Junior B playoff 

run ended with a whim-
per on the road Mar. 12 
as the team dropped a 5-2 
decision to Stratford. The 
Cullitons took the best-
of-seven series 4-1, mov-
ing on to the finals.

 “It’s always disappoint-
ing when you lose; you 
know you play this game 
to win, that’s the fun 
part,” Kings’ coach John 
East said, referring to 
the team’s playoff exit. 
“Of course we’re a little 
(let down) but the boys 
did a good job and there 
was a real good charac-

Elmira bounced from playoffs as number-one ranked Cullitons post 5-2 win
ter group in the dressing 
room this year.”

The Cullitons secured a 
trip to the finals in con-
vincing style, posting 
wins of 3-0, 5-2, 4-2 and 5-2. 
The Kings sole win came 
in game two, a 5-2 result 
Mar. 7 in Elmira.

Despite the result, East 
said the Kings enjoyed a 
relatively successful year, 
especially given hard-
ships both on and off the 
ice.

The team had to carry a 
lot of emotional baggage 
with them this season 
– particularly the tragic 
death last October of 
Elmira native and former 
Sugar King Dan Snyder. 
A forward with the NHL’s 
Atlanta Thrashers, Sny-

der died following a hor-
rific accident – he was the 
passenger in teammate 
Dany Heatley’s car when 
the Ferrari spun out of 
control and smashed into 
an iron fence.

Snyder was the son of 
Sugar Kings general 
manager Graham Sny-
der.       

“Maybe after taking 
a couple days to reflect 
on the season it will be 
considered a successful 
season, especially ev-
erything that went on in 
Elmira this year,” East 
told the Observer. “The 
guys have had to face 
some tough adversity 
this season that other 
teams probably didn’t 

▼ See BACK page 14

PETER CRISCIONE

A HARD-FOUGHT CAMPAIGN  Elmira Sugar Kings’ forward Jeremy Machin was visibly upset at his 
team’s playoff exit. The Kings lost four of the five games played against Stratford who took the final game 
Mar. 12 by a score of 5-2.

MAKING A TITLE RUN  The Waterloo Midget AAA Wolves won their league championship and are heading 
to the all-Ontario finals later this month, including several local players. Here (from left): Tanner McIntosh, 
Josh Ahier, Zac Bauman and Mike Young.
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Congratulations on a well-played season
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CONGRATULATIONS,
SUGAR KINGS!
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have to face, but we battled 
through it.” 

The Kings completed the 
regular season in sixth 
place with 46 points, 38 
points behind league-
leading Stratford. That 
finish did allow the team 
to return to the playoffs 
after missing out last 
year.

Facing elimination last 
week, the Sugar Kings 
started off  strong in the 
first few minutes of  the 
match, taking the game 
straight to the home team. 
From the drop of  the 
puck, Elmira dominated 

the rubber, virtually 
confining the game in 
their opponents end. 

However, despite the 
early pressure, the home 
squad took advantage of  
a hole in the Elmira back 
line – ripping a shot clear 
passed Kings netminder 
Dalton Stoltz with 15:17 
remaining in the first.

The goal put the Kings 
on a downward spiral, 
causing the team to lose 
their composure on the 
ice.

The Kings attempted to 
bounce back, picking up 
the pace, but suffered a 
demoralizing blow just 

before the end of  the 
opening frame – Stratford 
netted their second goal 
at 5:45 when the puck, 
dumped by the Cullitons 
in their own end, sailed 
straight down the ice and 
over Stoltz’s stick.

The Cullitons ended 
the frame three goals 
up – scoring on a break 
away with 1:27 left in the 
period.

“At the start of  the first 
period I though we had 
some good jump. The first 
6-7 minutes we looked 
like we had everything 
under control and we 
were following the game 

plan, but unfortunately 
… the guy [intercepted 
the puck] and carried it 
right in down the middle 
untouched and scored,” 
East said. 

“It was a tough one to 
bounce back from because 
it really lifted Stratford 
and gave them the spark. 
We were just hanging on 
for dear life towards the 
end of  that period.” 

The Kings managed to 
turn the game around 
briefly in the second 
period, pinning the 
Stratford squad to their 
own end.

Tenacious play paid off  

for the Kings who scored 
their first goal with 12:15 
remaining in the second 
period.

The goal appeared to 
breathe new life into the 
Sugar Kings as the team 
began to pick up the 
pace. Elmira suddenly 
put themselves back into 
the match, netting their 
second goal to make it 3-2.

The goal came at 5:25, 
on a low shot by Kings 
forward Gary Martin 
that slipped through the 
Stratford goaltender’s 
five hole and landed into 
the net. 

“We battled back in the 

second period we showed 
the character that’s on 
this team and I’m really 
proud of  they the guys 
performed tonight,” East 
said. 

But despite making 
a brief  comeback, the 
Cullitons managed to fend 
off  Elmira’s offence and 
secure the win. Stratford 
pulled away from the 
Kings, scoring their 
forth goal with 14:31 left 
in the third period. The 
Cullitons’ goal resulted 
from a scramble in front 
of  the Kings’ crease. The 
goal pretty much secured 
the match and the series 

for Stratford, as Elmira 
seemed to run out of  
steam. In an attempt to 
put the game back in 
reach, the Kings pulled 
Stoltz for the extra man 
advantage. However, the 
move proved to be in vain 
as the Cullitons knocked 
their fifth goal on an 
empty net at 1:20. 

“We kept fighting; we 
didn’t give up. We were 
down 3-0 and we could have 
caught them. We came 
back and got it to 3-2 –  with 
a couple bounces and the 
game could have gone the 
other way; anything could 
have happened at that 

point,” said the Kings’ Ben 
Ritsma, referring to the 
team’s brief  comeback. 
“Stratford is a great team, 
they’re ranked number-
one in Ontario so I think 
we did pretty good against 
a good team.”

“This loss is tough to 
swallow,” Stoltz said 
noting the team had the 
opportunity to turn the 
game around. “Stratford 
is a good team and they 
took advantage of  our 
mistakes.”

Stoltz joined the Kings 
late in the regular season 
– making his debut 
between the pipes Jan. 22.

Congratulations, KingsCongratulations, Kings

Continued from page 13

Back in playoffs, but drive ends 
PHOTO: TINA WELTZ/CALLA STUDIOS
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In addition to striving 
for the crown, the tourna-
ment also gives players 
an opportunity to show-
case their abilities for 
any number of onlookers, 
the coach continued.

“It’s a pretty big deal 
when you go here. There 
are quite a few scouts 

Continued from page 13 that are out watching; 
schools are there watch-
ing, tier-two teams, Ju-
nior B teams. It could 
give then an opportu-
nity next year,” he said, 
noting scouts like to see 
team play.

“They work hard and 
they listen. When we go 
to tournaments, the boys 

stay together; they eat 
their breakfast, lunch 
and suppers together. I do 
a lot of team stuff.”

Other area players on 
the team include Elmira’s 
John Lunney and Josh 
Ahier, Patrick Landman 
of Drayton, Scott Voisin 
of St. Clements and Kody 
Yoshy of Wellesley.

Wolves on the prowl for title

physical thing all coming 
in together.”

Tavistock tapped in a 
fourth goal several min-
utes later, thanks to a 
close range shot by Jeff 
Schwartzentruber.

The match was pretty 
much sealed for the 
Braves, who finished 
off the Jacks in the fi-
nal frame, adding three 
more goals at 18:21, 8:54 
and 2:42.

The Applejacks did how-
ever manage to save face, 

Continued from page 12 netting a consolation goal 
late in the period. 

Jacks left-winger Parry 
Martin grabbed the goal 
with 6:53 remaining in 
the match.      

“It’s a pretty nice feel-
ing right now going home 
with a two-game advan-
tage,” Braves’ coach 
Chad Ziegler said of his 
team’s commanding 
lead in the series. “But 
we obviously can’t take 
Wellesley for granted be-
cause we know it’s going 
to be a battle right to the 
end with these guys – it 
always has been and it 
always will be. So we’re 
just going to keep play-
ing like we have been 
and hopefully the out-
come will be the same as 
tonight.”

It was a stellar night 
for Tavistock goalie Kris 

Yungblut, who stopped a 
total of 29 shots during 
the match.  

“Both goalies have 
played tremendously for 
us,” Ziegler said. “We’ve 
counted of them and 
they’ve step it up each 

Jacks on edge in weekend action 
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Avoid getting ROOKED by your puppy dreams
If there ever was a sure 

symptom that pro-
longed mental weak-

ness has taken hold, the 
words, “I’ve just went and 
ordered myself another 
hunting dog” might just 
be the ones to announce 
it.

It’s not that buying a 
dog is crazy. The prob-
lem comes from the fact 
that most new hunting 
dog owners are ROOKED 
(Right Out Of Kennel Ex-
pectationally Deluded). 
This, of course, is one 
of the most heartbreak-
ing illnesses to befall a 
person who purchases a 
hunting dog. And it’s just 
as difficult for those who 
have to hear about it.

It’s difficult to treat, 
possibly because the af-
flicted hunter doesn’t 
realize he’s being delu-
sional about what he ex-

pects his dog to do. And, 
unfortunately, a cure has 
not been found.

That’s why hunter’s sup-
port groups have asked 
me to shed some light on 
this horrible, debilitating 
illness which normally 
afflicts unwitting sports-
men in spring.

A ROOKED hunter se-
cretly believes that his 
new pup will soon turn 
out to be a hunting ma-
chine, the likes of which 
would make Old Yellow 
turn red. 

Symptoms at the onset 
include the expenditure of 
oodles of money to ensure 
that the dog has a more 
regal lineage that the 
Royal family, although, 
no matter how much you 
spend, the ears will not 
be nearly as long.

Because of this fine 
breeding, a ROOKED 

owner will rationalize 
everything his puppy 
does. For instance, after 
his wife finds a “present” 
on the kitchen floor, it’s 
common for the ROOKED 
hunter to actually say that 
he did it. This, of course, 
is preferable to admitting 
that his expensive won-
der dog could have had 
anything to do with such 
crude behaviour – after 
all, wearing adult diapers 
for a short time is a small 
price to pay to keep your 
pride and dignity intact. 
Similar denials are hard-
er to pull off, especially 

when her new leather 
shoes have been chewed 
up or the neighbor’s dog 
is expecting a litter. Yet, 
if you’re willing to accept 
counseling, this too can 
be done.

One ROOKED hunter I 
know, normally a crusty 
and rational fellow, ac-
tually wrote a flowery 
thank-you letter to the 
kennel of his newest pup. 
This wouldn’t have been 
so bad if he hadn’t wrote 
it as if it came from the 
puppy, complete with paw 
print signature. The un-
fortunate part is that any 

dog breeder worth their 
weight in training dum-
mies will actually believe 
that the letter did indeed 
come from a pup they 
raised. That’s because 
no one’s more delusional 
about a hunting dog’s abil-
ity than the breeder who 
raised it. Just ask. 

But though there’s no 
cure, there are a few 
things a prospective dog 
owner can do.

First off, despite what 
I said earlier, I can not 
stress the importance 
of a good breeder. The 
way I figure it, if the guy 
can handle a lot of kids, 
he’s sure to be okay with 
a few puppies too. Re-
cently, I’ve accepted the 
word of a good breeder 
and ordered a high-bred 

English Springer Span-
iel pup. 

I don’t think I’m being 
overly optimistic when I 
envision that dog rooting 
out rabbits and flushing 
ruffed grouse, woodcock 
and pheasant. And I don’t 
think I’ll be disappointed 
by the way it’s going to 
retrieve ducks and geese 
from water. Nor do I 
think it’s unreasonable to 
expect it to quarter close 
into the wind just as the 
breeder claims it will.

That’s the secret to 
avoid getting ROOKED. 
A hunter’s got to remain 
realistic about his expec-
tations. Which is why 
I’m not counting on my 
pup to write flowery let-
ters. Sign its name, yes. 
Write letters, no.

PETER CRISCIONE

SEASON 
FINALE
EVENLY MATCHED  
The Woolwich Bantam 
AE squad is tied 1-1 
in the Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association 
playoff finals heading 
into the weekend. The 
Wildcats took game 
one last Saturday (Mar. 
13) 3-2 but lost 5-4 
on home ice the next 
day. Game three takes 
place in Clarington 
today, with game four 
returning to the Elmira 
Arena tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 p.m.

PETER CRISCIONE
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game this series and won 
us some games so they’re 
playing tremendous.”

Game five of the series 
went down last night 
(Mar. 19) in Tavistock, 
but results were not 
available at press time. 

NO JUICE  The Applejacks could do very little against the Braves’ 
offence Mar. 17, losing 7-1.   
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Entertainment with coffee on the side These fruits bruise back Cellos to improvise an appearance

Catalyst Theatre presents

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS SUPPORTED BY
SEASON SPONSOR 

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 

WATERLOO

An adult fairytale that 
takes you into a world where

single fateful moments and
blue butterflies can transcend devastation and 

celebrate the endurance of the human spirit.

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

“Gem of a performance in a standout evening”
- The Globe and Mail

1/8pg CITS WO BlueOrphan  3/11/04  3:14 PM  Page 1
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COME JOIN US FOR
a great time of hands on drawing,

painting and experimenting.

SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER
PILART Studio offers Art Classes for

Children and Adults working on
Still Life in Oils or Acrylics

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

They’re a band with a 
twist. 

Heidelberg natives 
EFA – that’s Every-

thing Falls Apart – is bring-
ing music to a whole new level, 
thanks largely to the wide-
spread use of the Internet.

In the coming weeks, EFA with 
be pitted against nine other 
groups in a “battle of the bands” 
competition hosted by ZED TV, 
an Internet-based program pro-
duced by the CBC. It “airs” five 
nights a week at 11:25 p.m.

Guitarist Chris Nelson said 
EFA was chosen from among 
11,351 bands entered in the 
competition.

“About a year ago, we started 
uploading our songs and since 
then they’ve been catching on; 
one of the songs was played on 
the program last March, and 
things have been picking up 
since then,” Nelson said.

The band’s roots can be traced 
back to their high school days 
and, in addition to guitarist 
Nelson, EFA is comprised of 
lead vocalist Rob Case, drum-
mer Shaun “Pub” Foy and gui-
tarist Mark Davis.

Often things in life can be de-
ceiving, and despite the group’s 
somewhat cynical name, Nel-
son said their music, and their 
outlook on life, is largely up-
beat.   

“The music could be taken 

Net gains for local band
EFA to join battle of the Internet bands

quite cynically, but we try not 
to get stuck with the dark imag-
ery that can be associated with 
it. Usually we end up writing 
some upbeat songs, which are 
kind of quirky. We focus more 
on the irony of things – it’s 
not that we hate the world, or 
anything. It’s just kind of fun 
to laugh when things go bad 
sometimes.”

Nelson added that the band’s 
music is generally inspired by 
everyday life.

“I don’t know exactly where 
we get our inspiration,” he said. 
“I guess we really just get a kick 

out of life and day-to-day things. 
Really it could be anything or 
nothing in particular.”

While many bands with a 
message dream of using their 
music to break down social and 
economic barriers, EFA has a 
more practical approach – they 
are, Nelson stressed, merely in-
terested in pursuing their love 
of music. 

“I don’t know if we’re on a mis-
sion to change the world, but I 
think personally the ultimate 
goal is to make a living doing 
music and being self sufficient 
with that as a career.”

Roaming largely around the 
Internet, Nelson said the band 
has decided to take the next 
step and begin targeting the lo-
cal music scene. To that effect, 
the group has been recruiting 
the help of other area bands in 
an attempt to “break in,” so to 
speak.   

“We haven’t done all that 
much locally yet. The band 
Stiller is helping us get into 
that, and we’re trying to stick 
with them. We’re going to start 
doing a bunch of shows with the 
guys because they always draw 
in a huge crowd; so we’re kind 

of playing off them for now.”
The move has proven to be the 

right choice, Nelson noted, net-
ting them a prime opportunity 
recently to showcase their ma-
terial.    

“A couple weekends ago we 
were a part of a really cool show 
in Heidelberg in the upstairs 
portion of the Heidelberg Hotel 
with Stiller. That was an impor-
tant show for us because we ac-
tually got to play in our home-
town in front of a local crowd.”

Nelson said the band intends 
to collaborate further with 
Stiller and are talking about 
possibly working with the boys 
on a compilation CD.

But other than that, Nelson 
said EFA is planning to just 
buckle down and concentrate 
on writing new material for 
an upcoming project. Nelson 
said EFA is gearing up for the 
release of the benefit CD be-
ing put out this coming June 
by Trickle Up, a charity rec-
ognized by the United Nations   
that aims to tackle poverty in 
the Third World.   

As for musical influences, Nel-
son said the band takes their 
inspiration from various mu-
sical genres and each brings a 
unique outlook to the creative 
process. 

His musical tastes range from 
traditional folk music to some of 
the more alternative sounding 
bands of the early 1990s such 
as Nirvana and the Smashing 
Pumpkins, Nelson said. 

ROCKING THE CYBER WORLD  Heidelberg band Everything Falls Apart (EFA) is set to take on nine other musical acts in a ‘battle 
of the bands’ hosted by Web-based ZED TV running until Mar. 26.  

The Elmira Youth Drop-In Centre (on the upper floor of the Elmira 
Arena) is set to play host to a “Coffee House” evening this Thursday, 
between 7 and 10 p.m. The event, with a minimum charge of $2, will 
feature a variety of musical entertainment for patrons.

New types of music will be the focus during today’s “Improvised Cham-
ber Music Concert” at the Waterloo Community Arts Centre. The con-
cert, which begins at 8 p.m., features four renowned cellists. Call 886-
4577 for more info.

Comedy will hit the Club Renaissance stage Mar. 27 for the tri-Pride Com-
munity Association’s presentation dubbed Bruised Fruit, a second helping. The 
event – tickets are $8 – will help support the organization, dedicated to aiding 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered individuals throughout the area.
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AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

L A U D E R S G R E A T H A D
E T R U R I A L A R G O A B A
G E N E R A T I O N G A P V I M

L E V O P A M E L A
G L O S S Y M A G A Z I N E S

Z O O I D R A E M O N K
I L L T E M P E R E D C O T E S
N E E E A V E G A S
C O M M O N D E N O M I N A T O R

O L D A R E S O V A
C A D R E T A L E N T S C O U T
A D A R S A G P A L M S
S O C I A L D E M O C R A T S
C R O S B Y O B O E
A N I B E H A V I O R I S T I C
R E T A S I D E P A L O O K A
A D S S T E A D S N O U T E D

CONGRATS TO THE SUGAR KINGS FOR ANOTHER SOLID 
SEASON. SEE ALL OUR COVERAGE AT OBSERVER ONLINE!

SEE
SPORTS
SECTION

PGS 12-16

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. 
(519) 648-2111

Saturday March 20, 2004 – 9:30 a.m.  Court ordered 
Landlord auction to be held at Breslau Airport Rd., Auction 
Complex, 5100 Fountain St. North, Breslau (Kitchener). 
Automotive, welding & fabricating equipment. Viewing 
Friday March 19, 2004 1 to 3 p.m. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., • Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west of 
Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; Bikes; 
Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; Scooters; Qn 
Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; Mirrors; Watches; 
Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s 
and Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; 
Bedding; Canister Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus 
Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 
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ITEMS WANTEDVOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Girl willing 
to do your c leaning on 
Wednesdays. If you are in-
terested please call Ruth at 
664-3704.

Work Wanted - ARC In-
dustries, 146 Church St. 
W., Elmira. We do light 
assembly work, packag-
ing, collating, labelling. Call 
Donna Fulcher, 669-1567 or 
email dfulcher@elmiraacl.
com

HELP WANTED

Hairstylists Needed. Full 
or part-time. Apply in person 
to: Classic Hair Design, 6 
Arthur St. N., Elmira (above 
IGA), or call 669-1977.

Part-time Help Wanted, 
Elmira Gift Outlet. Call 669-
3072 or drop resume at 1 
Union St., Elmira.

Experienced Cook and 
servers wanted (Smar t 
Serve certificate) for res-
taurant in St. Jacobs. Fax 
resume to 664-1234 or send 
to   Woolwich Observer, Box 
200, 20-B Arthur St. N., 
Elmira, N3B 1Z9

HELP WANTED

Waterloo-Oxford Co-op-
erative, a local agricultural 
supplier has the following 
seasonal positions available 
- Garden Centre Clerk, 
Crop Scout, Store Clerk. 
These positions are ideal 
for those desiring seasonal 
work and could be full or 
part time hours. Please ap-
ply on or before Wednesday, 
March 24 with resume by fax 
to 669-1149 or in person at 
21 Church St. W., Elmira, 
Attn: Sherri Grosz. We wish 
to thank all applicants but 
advise that only those se-
lected for interview will be 
contacted.

Ladies Needed to piece 
qui l t  tops and or hand 
stitch and bind quilts. Call 
(519)664-2130.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Anne of Green Gables, 
eight volume, paper-back 
set, excellent condition. Call 
669-1456.

Bag of Baby Clothes, $50. 
0-9 months, twins boy/girl. 
A1 brand names. 664 -
2023.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Freezers, Freezers only 2 
weeks left for the best deals 
on 22-s. Save tremendous 
amounts of energy. Walters 
Appliances. 669-2007.

In-Stock Wallpaper and 
borders starting at $1.99. 
All Wallpaper book orders 
up to 50% off. All Hunter 
Douglas Window blinds 
on sale. Elmira Decorat-
ing, 5 Church St. E., Elmira 
(519)669-4310.

Lumber - large quantity. 
Dry, good used building 
lumber. Various lengths, 
widths and thickness. $500. 
(519)653-3593.

Solid Oak Table with insert, 
solid oak pedestal, four oak 
chairs, glass table top made 
to fit. Everything like new 
- seldom used! $800.00 
or best offer. Call Bob at 
664-1226.

You just proved Classified 
Ads work. Call 669-5790 to 
place yours today.

UNCLE ARTHUR’S “The 
Bible Story” (brand new 
complete 10-volume set) 
and “Uncle Arthur’s Bedtime 
Stories” (complete set from 
1920’s). Call 669-1456.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bed, Children’s Ikea High. 
Pine, twin with mattress. 
$50 firm, call 664-2358.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Daycare Required. Profes-
sional, shift working couple 
seeking in home daycare 
for a 4 year old. Wages ne-
gotiable. 886-3612, ask for 
Wendy or Scott.

Wanted Immedia te ly, 
home daycare sitter. Your 
home or mine. Call Laurie 
at (519)664-2573.

FOR SALE

Antique Singer Treadle 
Sewing Machine. Works 
well. $300. Call 699-6198.

Appliance Sale - Only 2 
weeks left to save “PST” on 
Energy Star fridges, front-
loaders, freezers, dishwash-
ers. Walters Appliances, 
669-2007.

Sell it faster in Observer 
Classifieds.

Bowflex XTL. 2 months old. 
$2000. Leave message at, 
669-1065.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575 -3096; Solomon 
Martin- 656-3024 or 502-
3725.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, 
auto, air and more, one 
owner. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

1999 Concorde LX, low 
kms, 1 owner, most options. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2000 Caravan. Low kms, 1 
owner, Family Value. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Neon LE, low kms, air, 
tilt, cruise and more. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Grand Caravan sport, 
one owner, loaded with pwr 
seat, rear heat & air and 
more, Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

2002 Dakota Club Cab, 
low kms, one owner, air & 
cd stereo. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2002 Ford Escape XLT 
Spor t - yel low, loaded, 
55,000 kms. As is. $23,500. 
669-0069.

2003 Durango SLT Plus, 
only 12,000 kms, leather, 
loaded. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farmhous-
es and other interesting 
old buildings for wrecking 
and salvage. Ross Lum-
ley (519)383-2024 Sarnia; 
wrecking people’s homes (36 
last year) all over southwest-
ern Ontario since 1969.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Apar tment For Rent -  
Large, 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Quiet neighbourhood. 
669-2566 or 502-6875.

Find a new place to hang 
your hat with the Observer.

Elmira - 3 bedroom, main 
floor apartment.  Utilities in-
cluded, close to downtown. 
$975/mth. Available now. 
Call 669-4987.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Experi-
enced, confidential service. 
Computerized returns . Net 
Filing available. Call 669-
1429.

COMING EVENTS

St. Jacobs Arena Annual 
Garage Sale. Sat. April 17, 
7:30a.m.- 11:00am.  Room 
for a few more vendors. Call 
Tony 669-2533.

PERSONALS

Gambling too much? If you 
or someone you know has 
a problem with gambling, 
call the ONTARIO PROB-
LEM GAMBLING HELPLINE 
(OPGH) toll-free, 1-888-230-
3505. www.opgh.on.ca
Are drugs and alcohol af-
fecting your life? Informa-
tion about treatment ser-
vices is available. Call the 
DRUG AND ALCOHOL 
TREATMENT INFORMA-
TION LINE (DART) toll-
f ree, 1-800 -565 -8603. 
www.dart.on.ca
CRIMINAL RECORD? Get 
yours cleared. For travel to 
U.S.A., career advance-
ment and YOUR peace of 
mind. FREE Assessments. 
Call Jennifer at the National 
Pardon Centre: 514-842-
2411, www.nationalpar-
don.org.
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ACROSS 
1. Entirely (syn)
4. Norwegian form of  
‘Olaf ’
8. The rate of  moving
12. Pure form of  honey 
used in pharmaceutical 
products
15. ‘Friend or __’
16. Symbol of  peace
17. Able to radiate (adj)
19. Gelling agent from 
seaweed (2wrds)
21. To change the route 
of  something (plr)
22. Cause strong dislike
23. Offical orders pro-
hibiting activity
25. US law enforcement 
agency
26. Romanian mone-
tary unit
27. River in W. England 
flows into Irish Sea
28. Hole on golf  course 
starting point
29. Famous nun dedi-
cated to poor in India
32. Something that is 
not the truth
34. Increase in pay
36. Soup starters 
(2wrds)
39. Dyes with a colour
40. Abbrev. for the 8th 
month
41. Certificates that is 
convertible into cur-
rency
42. TV manufacturer
43. Coming from the 
bottom
45. She’s accused of  
breaking up the Beetles

46. National American 
newspaper ___ Today
48. Construction blocks 
for kids
52. Badges used to iden-
tify bearer (abbrev.)
54. Formal expressions 
of  praise
57. For every
58. Descendent of  Euro-
pean polecat
61. Rodent poison
63. A fencing sword
64. Athletic facility
65. Expel gas from the 
stomach
66. Surfer talk for 
“cool”
67. One plus one
69. They go around sto-
ries in newspapers
72. Old English: To in-
crease or lengthen
73. More than one eth-
nicity
76. Young lady (infor-
mal)
79. Estrange
80. “Mr. ____, you make 
great cookies.”
82. More lovesome than 
before
83. Similar to ostriches
84. To listen with
85. Take in solid food
86. Une of  force, part of  
a newton
87. 3rd person present 
singular of  ‘do’
88. What’s spared when 
child is spoiled
DOWN 
1. To a great distance
2. Box in a theatre

3. Progress in large 
jumps
4. Women slaves in a 
harem
5. It’s burned: Yule ___
6. Use to one’s advan-
tage
7. Father of  science fic-
tion
8. Country got inde-
pendence from Spain 
in 1821
9. A pecuniary punish-
ment or fine
10. Goddess who turned 
Odyssius’s men into 
swine
11. Understandable by 
only an enlightened 
circle
12. Entire process of  
cell division
13. The most tied, de-
visible by two
14. Leaseholders
18. Chinese dynasty 
lasting from AD 581 to 
AD 618
20. Ancient 3-stringed 
music instrument with 
pear-shaped body
24. Bourbon, sugar & 
mint over ice
29. Russian monarch 
prior to 1917
30. Ladies’ handbag
31. To speak to or solic-
it someone
33. The institution that 
circulates government 
bonds
35. Someone who is 
very particular
37. Large vase that usu-

ally has a pedestal
38. Diagnostic test of  
your body tissue
39. Hypnotic state
44. The Republic which 
includes island of  Ire-
land
47. Speak
49. Point on Earth’s 
surface directly above 
focus of  an earth-
quake
50. Abbrev. for ‘gentle-
man’
51. Metal-bearing min-
erals valuable enough 
to be mined
53. Designate before-
hand
55. Hinduism: supreme 
universal self
56. Nagging
58. To stop (Italian)
59. Ornamental cloth 
pad worn on shoulder
60. Ice rink bisected 
with this (2wrds)
62. Atomic weapons 
(slang)
64. Achieve a goal
68. Exhaustion
70. Cut into cubes
71. You could also 
call this person a 
‘schmuck’
74. 50’s & 60’s British 
youth wears Edwardian 
style clothes
75. The present loca-
tion
77. “Hello” or “Good-
bye” (Italian)
78. A couple of  cows
81. A groove or furrow

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t 
hearing cries for 

funding from all quarters, 
there are a few priorities 
Canadians can agree on 
in advance of  next week’s 
budget: health care, 
education, municipal 
infrastructure and agri-
culture. Addressing those 
issues will be the corner-
stone of  the budget, says 
Waterloo-Wellington MP 
Lynn Myers.

Finance minister Ralph 
Goodale is set to release 
the first national budget 
under Prime Minister 
Paul Martin’s leadership 
on Mar. 23.

“To do everything [men-
tioned in Martin’s throne 
speech] at once is unreal-
istic. I think what you’ll 
see is the outline and the 
plan in terms of  how best 
to accomplish the goals of  
the throne speech over a 
number of  years,” Myers 
told the Observer, answer-
ing recent criticisms that 
there isn’t enough money 
to do it all.

“When you craft a bud-
get, it really is a balancing 
act between competing 
factions. But there are 
certain fundamental 
things that rise above 
that have to be, I believe, 
accentuated.”

While there will be some 
spacing out, the items 

Healthcare, education, mad 
cow aide to top budget

MP Myers enjoys added budget input under new PM
that mean most to Canadi-
ans will see some positive 
news in the budget, pre-
dicts the Liberal MP.

“Constituents have 
made a very good case 
for money for health 
care, making sure that 
there is sustainable fund-
ing when it comes to the 
transfer of  money to the 
provinces as well as ongo-
ing commitment in terms 
of  resources necessary 
to protect the Canadian 
health care system. Peo-
ple are very strong on 
this,” he said.

“While money is tight, 
and we have to recognize 
that, I’m hopeful there 
will be the appropriate 
signals in terms of  the im-
portance of  health care.”

Myers also sees money 
coming down the pipes to 
help farmers crippled by 
the mad-cow scare, which 
has prevented most Cana-
dian beef  from entering 
the American market 
– the largest market for 
local product.

“I think you’re going to 
see a huge movement in 
terms of  helping cattle 
producers with the whole 
BSE question,” said 
Myers, who chair’s the 
Commons’ dairy caucus 
committee.

“We’re clearly interested 
in money for farmers who 
cull cows and the beef  in-
dustry out west. People 
are on the verge of  losing 
their farms. I don’t think 

the national government 
… would want to see that 
happen.”

Assisting post-second-
ary students with the 
cost of  education is also 
an anticipated part of  the 
budget. 

“I think you’ll see move-
ment there to assist 
students, either for low 
or middle-income Cana-
dians to really save for 
their kids’ education lat-
er on and for people who 
are presently students in 
the stream,” Myers sug-
gested.

One of  the most hotly-
debated issues as of  late, 
municipal infrastructure, 
will also be addressed, 
though the specifics are a 
little harder to predict, he 
continue.

“That is a key compo-
nent of  our agenda to 
assist communities.” 

Working on this year’s 
budget may not have 
been a lot different than 
meetings held under for-
mer Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien’s guidance, but 
there was a lot more lis-
tening involved, the MP 
suggested.

“Before, you’d go to the 
microphone and you’d in-
dicate to national caucus 
what you thought,” he 
said, noting there were 
budget-specific caucus 
meetings held this time 
around to hear from MPs. 
“That was an important 
move in my view.”

REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL HOME with 8 acres 
for sale in Ontario Near North Region 
for $189,900. Ad #49, photos and 
complete details at www.canadian-
real-estate-for-sale.com

REAL ESTATE

LARGE CUSTOM HOME BUILDER 
looking for serviced lots for joint 
venture or outright purchase.  FAX 
relevant survey, price and contact 
information to 416.218.0702 

STEEL BUILDINGS

FACTORY BUILDING SALE! “ROCK 
Bottom Prices!” Priced to sell. Beat next 
price increase. Go direct/save. 25x30. 
30x40. 35x50. 50x120. Others. Pioneer 
1-800-668-5422. Since 1980. 
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date,   
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further
   details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for 
   delivery within a week.
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

March 10
2:00 PM A Drayton resident re-

ported losing a trailer licence plate 
in the Elmira area. The plate bears 
the marker D99 939.

March 12
7:35 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Barnswallow Drive, 
near Whippoorwill Drive in Elmira. 
A Waterloo man was westbound 
when he lost control of his vehicle 
due to icy road conditions and 
struck an oncoming vehicle head-
on. The vehicles sustained major 
damage. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.
12:38 PM A theft of a vehicle 

was reported from an Industrial 
Drive, Elmira business. A four-door 
1992 Dodge was taken. The ve-
hicle was recovered Mar. 15 in the 
parking lot of Jones Feed Mill in 
Linwood. Entry is believed to have 
been gained by tampering with the 
drivers’ side door handle. The igni-
tion was punched.
3:21 PM A pair of counterfeit 

$20 bills were reported by the Roy-
al Bank on Church Street in Elmira. 
The bills were handed over to the 
fraud branch for investigation.
4:46 PM A break-and-enter 

was reported at a Bluebird Place, 
Elmira residence. Between 1 and 
4:45 p.m., a side glass door was 
smashed and entry was gained. 
Taken were a black and white 
television, VCR, computer hard 
drive and a gold watch. There are 
no suspects. The investigation con-
tinues.
5:32 PM Officers returned to the 

area after a break-and-enter to a 
King Fisher Crescent residence was 
reported. Sometime during the 
day, a rear patio door was forced 
open and entry was gained. A tele-
vision and VCR were taken. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

March 13
12:38 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Floradale Road, 
south of Sandy Hills Drive. A Dray-
ton man was northbound when he 
lost control of his vehicle due to 
strong winds and icy roads. The ve-
hicle left the road and flipped onto 
its side in a ditch. Damage was 
reported as heavy. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.
2:27 AM Police responded to the 

Tim Hortons on Arthur Street in 
Elmira after a customer smashed 
a glass display case. The customer 
– described as a male with orange/
red hair, medium build, average 
height and wearing green cargo 
pants – smashed the display case 
and stole a donut. About $50 in 
damage was caused to the display 
case. Employees, who reported 
smelling alcohol on the man, man-
aged to get a partial plate marker 
before the man fled as a passenger 
in a vehicle headed north on Ar-
thur Street. Officers are working to 
contact a Mount Forest man they 
believe owns the vehicle in ques-
tion.
9:07 AM An area-man faces 

a range of charges after he was 
clocked travelling nearly 50 km/h 
over the posted speed limit on Line 
86, in Wellesley Township. The man 
was charged with ‘drive, no valida-
tion permit,’ driving without insur-
ance and driving 128 km/h in an 
80 km/h zone.
11:30 AM A two-vehicle col-

lision occurred at the intersec-
tion of Northfield Drive and New 
Jerusalem Road. A farm tractor 
was northbound when the driver 
slowed to turn left onto New Jeru-
salem Road. However, a Waterloo 
man attempted to overtake the 
tractor and in doing so, struck the 
side of it. The vehicles suffered 
moderate damage. There were no 

March 15
9:50 AM A Hutchinson Road, 

Wellesley Township resident re-
ported a lost front licence plate. 
The plate – which bears the marker 
ANPL 569 – was lost sometime in 
the previous week.
1:59 PM A break-and-enter to 

a Northfield Drive business was 
reported. Sometime the previous 
night, a side window was smashed 
and entry was gained. A small 
quantity of cash was taken. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

March 16
7:19 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred in a private parking lot on 
Church Street in Elmira. An Elmira 
man was backing up when he 

struck a parked vehicle. Damages 
were reported as moderate. There 
were no injuries. No charges were 
laid.
3:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred in another private park-
ing lot on Church Street in Elmira. 
The drivers were making their way 
through the lot when they struck. 
The vehicles sustained significant 
damage. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.
5:55 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Ament Line, in 
Wellesley Township. A Linwood 
man reported losing control of his 
pickup truck due to icy roads. The 
vehicle went through a guardrail 
and into a ditch. The truck received 
considerable damage. There were 

no injuries. No charges were laid.
10:00 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on William Hastings 
Line, near Chalmers Forest Road 
in Crosshill. The driver lost control 
due to icy road conditions, struck 
a ditch and the vehicle rolled onto 
its side. The vehicle sustained mod-
erate damage. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.

March 17
12:45 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Herrgott Road, near St. 
Clements. A St. Clements man lost 
control of his vehicle after coming 
upon a snow drift in the roadway 
and struck an oncoming vehicle. 
Damage to the vehicles was sig-
nificant. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

FALSE 
ALARM
CHIMNEY IN 
NEED OF SWEEP A 
somewhat clogged 
chimney at this 
Mockingbird Drive, 
Elmira home caused 
smoke to back up 
in the basement, 
setting off a smoke 
detector shortly 
before 6 p.m. Mar. 16. 
Elmira firefighters 
responded, but 
found no sign of fire 
inside the residence. 
There was no 
damage from the 
smoke.

RICHARD VIVIAN

BOWLINGNEWS
 COMPILED BY ELMIRA BOWL

Three Elmira ladies won the Zone C 
+55 Triples tournament.  From the 
Monday afternoon league Lil McKee, 
Hennie Vanelswyck and Bonnie Oxby 
will advance to the Provincials in 
Brampton.
Mon. Afternoon Ladies: Grace 
deBoer 587(223), Jenny Mazereeuw 
569(220), Tini Hoogkamp 534, Barb 
Dickieson 534(223), Bonnie Oxby 
507
Mon. Early Birds: Tanya Martin 
617(236), Marie Brubacher 588, 
Wendy Kopf 540(244), Jennifer 
Brubacher 539(227), Lee Ann 
Bettridge 517
+55 Tues.: Orton Gingrich 599(219), 
Laverne Martin 591(233), Carl 
Urbanich 564(223), Jackie Goodwin 
563(224), Florence Engler 522(202), 
Merlyn Schott 518
Tues. Mixed: Ruth Ann Clement 
653(262), Brad Mathers 614(223), 
Sue Horst 608(251), Ray Olsen 600 

(256), Woudy Nunn 504(188)
Special Olympics: Roaring 
Lions: Frank Beisinger 370(188), 
Steven Sinclair 356(180), Heather 
Graham 329(194), Ian Moore 301, 
Ryan Martin 293(153), Sheila Herteis 
264(135)
Mighty Tigers: Tyler Whitmer 
354(181), David Walter 254(132), 
Karen Weber 248(132), Jim Plein 
230(120), Sherri Ann Kappes 
219(136)
+55 Wed.: Gord Trapp 665(238), 
Mary Jordan 649(284), Dorothy Foell 
582(197), Stan Foell 566(205), Doris 
Eix 558(208), Eldon Martin 549(227)
Industrial Men: Ron Martin 
713(272), Al McHugh 700(266), Scott 
Cooper 685(247), Larry Shoemaker 
661, Dennis Brubacher 635(278)
Town Men: Greg Brubacher 
692(261), Merv Brubacher 659, Bruce 
Malina 635(314), Manny Metzger 
632(259), Gord Trapp 622(266)

Mennonite Men: Manny Metzger 
664(246), Rod Martin 623(242), 
Abner Metzger 620(276), Dwight 
Gingrich 614(238), Stew Sauder 
613(245)
Youth Bowling: Bowlasaurus Kids: 
Cole Donkersgoed 133, Mikayla 
Cooper 102, Cobi Morris 91
Pee Wee: Jennifer Malina 205(114), 
Aalt Morris 192(116), Jason Detweiler 
186(98), Eric Bader 154, Travis Martin 
144(97)
Bantam: Ben Bell 448 {152), Jordan 
Soehner 368(145), Kelsey Somers 
470(195), Rebecca Bleskie 329(127), 
Daniel Martin 333(122), Daniel 
Beams 270(131)
Juniors/Seniors: Matt Schedler 
753(314), Matt McCullough 601(243), 
Richard Detweiler 592(229), Mike 
Habschied 566(237), Doug Draper 
563, Amanda Malina 624(248), 
Rachel Perry 448(159), Victoria 
McKeown 436(150)

injuries. No charges were laid.
March 14

12:55 AM Police responded to 
the Tim Hortons on Arthur Street in 
Elmira after employees reported a 
group of youths damaging tables. 
However, before police could arrive, 
many of the youths fled. Two boys 
who remained admitted to dam-
aging serviette dispensers and, in 
lieu of charges, were entered into a 
tracking system as detailed in the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act.
8:29 PM Officers responded to 

the post office on Arthur Street 
South in Elmira after a rear door 
was forced open, sounding an 
alarm system. The culprit gained 
entry to a foyer area, but nothing 
was reported stolen. Police believe 
the alarm scared off the would-be 
thief. A search of the area failed to 
turn up any suspects. The investi-
gation continues.

BOTH DRIVERS CHARGED  
An Elmira woman was taken 
to Grand River Hospital for 
observation and both drivers 
were charged following this 
two-vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Barnswallow 
Drive and First Street in Elmira 
Mar. 17. The collision occurred at 
6:49 p.m., after the Elmira woman 
was struck while attempting to 
turn left from Barnswallow Drive 
onto First Street. An oncoming 
Hawkesville man was allegedly 
driving without headlights at 
the time. The Elmira woman was 
charged for making an improper 
turn, while the Hawkesville man 
was charged with a headlight 
infraction.

DRIVING IN THE DARK

RICHARD VIVIAN
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computer wholesaler
����������������������

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $299!
WE ALSO DO

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES

P3 933 DELL
• 128 mb ram

• 20 gb hard drive
• CD-ROM

• Windows 2000 Pro

$349
Dell P4 • 1.8 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows
   2000 Pro

$649

• 17” Flat Monitor
ONLY $100

• 19” Flat Monitor
ONLY $160

• 21” Flat Monitor
ONLY $250

ADD AN
AFFORDABLE

MONITOR

Compaq Celeron
2.5 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• 48x CDRW • 56K Modem
• MSI Motherboard
   INTERNET READY SYSTEMS!

$449
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WCS gets $1,000 from Wellesley Funds come down the trail A little something to relieve the stress

MARCH 15-19, 2004

MARCH 
BREAK!
MARCH 
BREAK!

In recognition of the services Wellesley residents receive from Wool-
wich Community Services, councillors opted to increase the annual grant 
they provide the organization by $200 in 2004. That brings this year’s 
grant to an even $1,000.

The Elmira Ring Trail got a $73,000 boost this week, as the Trillium Founda-
tion announced its next round of grants. The funds will be used to develop 
the trail with stonedust between the Listowel Road extension and Howard 
Avenue. The Elmira Lions Club and township have partnered on the project.

Trying to counter the fact 61 per cent of Waterloo Region residents 
(ages 20-64) participate in no leisure activity, the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation is holding a breakfast symposium Mar. 24 entitled “Stress ... 
The Heart of the Matter.” Call 571-9600 for info.

TAKING A DIP  Local kids took advantage of free pool time during 
March break. Elmira’s Kiwanis club paid for free swimming lesson to 
children six to 12 years of age. PETER CRISCIONE

LEARNING TO SKATE  Deanna Schneider (centre) gives a skating 
lesson to Dylan Schneider 4, (left) and Kadie Morrissey 7, (right). The 
Elmira arena provided free skating during the March break.      PETER CRISCIONE

A LITTLE TOO CLOSE  Kelly Newton, 8, cringes after rubbing noses 
with a rat at the Elmira Library Mar. 17. RICHARD VIVIAN

A MAGICAL TIME  The Great Gerard and assistant Savannah Clarke 
amaze with magic at St. Jacobs Public Library Mar. 17.  PETER CRISCIONE

JUST CHILLIN’  Josh Brohman 18, takes a stab at old man winter with 
a pool stick at the Elmira youth drop-in centre Mar. 18. Pool is just one 
activity available at the Snyder Street facility.   PETER CRISCIONE



ELMIRA BLOOD 
DONOR CLINIC

Where: Lion's Hall, 28 Snyder Avenue S.
Date:  Thurs, Mar. 25, 2004

Time: 1:30pm - 8:30pm

50 Benjamin Rd. E., Wloo. • (519) 884-9295

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com

RR#1 1420 Lobsinger Ln., Wloo. • 664-2750
Fax: 664-1505  •  www.martinsapples.com

(519) 669-5478 • 1-800-265-6126

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • (519) 699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

3730 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2263

CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 

12.5 Ton boom truck
35 ton mobile crane

P.O. Box 46, Heidelberg • (519) 699-4646

Engineers and Con-
tractors

Materials Division

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Unit 2, 84 Howard Ave., Elmira • (519) 669-2198

MACHINE
AND

REPAIR

SPLINE CUTTING • MILLING • TURNING
KEYING (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL)

19 First St. • (519) 669-8212

Call us for all your RENTAL needs!
ELMIRA RENTALS

Wallenstein • (519) 669-2231

Wallenstein
General  Store
• Groceries • Hardware • Dry Goods •

From Bulk Foods to Farm Boots
From Wrenches to Farm Fences

24 Church St. W. • 669-1529 • www.mscu.com

A Full Service Financial Institution

"TAKING SERVICE TO ANOTHER LEVEL"

• A complete line of quality 
   feeds for Dairy, Beef, 
   Swine, Poultry & Horses
• Animal health products
• Custom nutritional programs

W.S. FEED & SUPPLIES
1805 Sawmill Road, Conestogo, Ontario  N0B 1N0
Tel: (519) 664-2237   Toll Free: 1-800-268-4931

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario 50 Memorial Ave. • (519) 669-5203

BANK • OFFICE • RESIDENTIAL
Michael E. Ehrlich

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira branch 
of the Canadian 
Diabetes Asso-

ciation will team up with 
area musicians later this 
month to help raise money 
for children affected by 
the disease.  

Elmira vocalist Elaine 
Pearce, accompanied by 
organist Elsa Bakkum, 
will host a “music for Lent” 
concert at Elmira’s Gale 
Presbyterian Church Mar. 
27. The money raised will 
help send area children 
with diabetes to a special 
camp this summer. 

“The concert is going to 
be a really nice evening 
(featuring) a variety of 
music that will take us 

Fundraiser aims to send kids to camp
Elmira singer gives concert to benefit diabetes association 

through the journey of the 
season of Lent,” Pearce 
said. “I’m hoping it will be 
not only an artistic experi-
ence but also a spiritual 
experience.”

The event will commence 
7:30 p.m. and will also fea-
ture a silent auction.  

Pearce said she’s happy to 
participate in a fundraiser 
with a tangible goal. 

“I didn’t want it (the mon-
ey) to just go to research 
because a lot of money 
goes for that; instead I 
wanted something more 
tangible,” she said “The 
money will go to children 
with diabetes so they’ll 
have a chance to go to 
camp this summer.”

Involved in charity work 
most of her life, Pearce 
said playing music for 

good causes just seemed 
like a good idea. She noted 
that although there are 
people in need of help 
everywhere, there is no 
greater satisfaction than 
helping people in her own 
community.

“I had started off doing 
[Mennonite Central Com-
mittee] work and work in 
Haiti but then I thought 
there were a lot of charities 
at home that need my help 
as well,” Pearce said, not-
ing her inspiration for the 
charity concert. “It’s just 
my way of contributing 
and it’s also good for me 
musically; I keep myself 
current and busy that way.

“And I enjoy doing the 
concerts because I love 
performing for people.”

The concert will also fea-

ture a performance from 
both the Elmira Menno-
nite children’s choir and 
an a cappella group.

Association volunteer 
Marilyn Coupal said the or-
ganization decided to raise 
money for children with di-
abetes because many don’t 
often get the chance to take 
part in fun summer activi-
ties such as camp.

She said children suf-
fering from the ailment 
often miss out on things 
like camp because they 
live under stricter and 
more regulated daily rou-
tines.      

“Well, I think there are 
a lot of people with a his-
tory of diabetes in their 
families so they want to 
do something to help,” 
Coupal told the Observer.
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The future of farming is women’s work
Trend watcher says women will have an even bigger role on the farm

David Kohl has seen 
the future. And 
when it comes to 

farming, the future be-
longs to women. 

Well, at least more than 
it does now. Kohl, a U.S. 
farm economist and 
trend watcher, delivers 
his women-are-coming 
message with the zeal 
of Richard Simmons, 
Tony Robbins and Billy 
Graham, all rolled into 
one. The latest audience 
to hear his evangelical 
farm outlook seminar 
was a full house of On-
tario Pork producers, 
who gathered earlier this 
week in Toronto at their 
annual general meeting.

Kohl, a renowned (and 
recently retired) agri-
cultural economist from 
Virginia Tech, said the 
biggest trend in Ameri-
can agriculture over the 
past 30 years is the in-
volvement of women in 
agriculture. They’re ap-
pearing more and more 
in farm roles once held 
by men. They’re influenc-
ing finance and invest-
ment decisions on the 
farm. They’re serving 
on boards of directors on 
commodity groups like 
Ontario Pork. More wom-
en are receiving a formal 
agricultural education; 
more, than ever, are “Ag-
gies” at institutions like 
the University of Guelph.

In many underdeveloped 
countries, women have 

long had a pivotal role in 
agriculture. Their con-
nection with food doesn’t 
start in the grocery store 
or kitchen, it starts in the 
field. Their title is farm-
er. And Kohl thinks that 
title is catching on here, 
although on the farms I 
know and of the farm cou-
ples I’ve met, women al-
ready assume much more 
than a supporting role.

Anyway, women will 
also be influenced by 
many of Kohl’s other 
predictions, especially if 
they still serve their fam-
ily as the chief cook. He 
says that in a little more 
than 10 years, food prepa-
ration in the home will be 
reduced to five minutes a 
day. Pressure will grow 
on organizations such as 
Ontario Pork to generate 
menu selections that re-
flect the need for speed 
– or cater to alternatives.

In that light, Kohl drew 
the audience’s attention to 
the slow-food movement, 
the anti-corporate, buy-lo-
cal approach to food selec-
tion and preparation that 
reflects a departure from 
life in the fast lane. It’s the 
antithesis of the five-min-
ute meal. To me, it’s the 
more likely route for the 
baby boom demography, 
who, if they so choose, 
will have more time on 
their hands by then, be-
cause they’ll be retired. 
And as we’ve heard many 
times, they’ll comprise a 

significant portion of the 
population.

And maybe because they 
have time on their hands, 
they’ll eat more, and 
more often. That’s the 
trend. Kohl says Ameri-
cans now eat 4.3 times a 
day, grazing, surfing and 
munching. And, he says, 
one-fifth of all teenagers 

eat 16 times a day! That’s 
a powerful number to 
head into adulthood with. 
It gives some new hope 
to commodity groups 
– if people are eating 
that many times, they’re 
going to want some vari-
ety. Alternatively, it’s a 
headache for whoever is 
entrusted with feeding 

them … although in many 
cases, they’ll have to feed 
themselves, making con-
venience paramount. 

Kohl says it’s vital that 
groups such as Ontario 
Pork keep a close eye on 
consumers, because eat-
ing is the one thing you 
can count on in the face of 
chaos. Other factors that 
influence farm profits are 
more of a crapshoot – ex-
ports, weather, war, gov-
ernment policy and inter-
est rates are dedicated by 
someone or something 

else. But consumers – or 
those who market to them 
– will dictate what they 
put in their mouths. He 
suggested farm organiza-
tions carefully review the 
make-up of their boards 
of directors to ensure not 
only women are better 
represented, but that at 
least one-quarter of its 
composition is from out-
side the industry of ag-
riculture. That will help 
ensure broad corporate 
decisions are made with 
the end user in mind. 



March 27 continued
Woolwich Community Lions Club – is hosting our 
very first “Bringing Out The House Parties” event  
from 10a.m. to 3:30 p.m held at Trinity United Church. 
Numerous home party vendors will be on site! 
Concert & Silent Auction – Elmira & District Branch 
of Canadian Diabetes Association. 7:30 p.m., Gale 
Presbyterian Church, Elmira. Tickets $8 or two for 
$15, family with children $20. Call 669-5734. 

March 28
Gospel Concert – Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs 
featuring the Middle Cross Quartet. 6:30 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. Freewill offering, refreshments. 

April 1
Health Education Session relating to seniors 55+. 9:30 
a.m.–1-:30 p.m. Topic” Weight Loss – What Works with 
Marilyn Temple, Registered Dietitian. 664-3794. 

April 3
Meeting For Parents & Educators interested in 
setting up an alternative school. 1-3p.m. at St. Jacobs 
Fire Hall meeting room. Fire Hall is located at 3 Water 
St. St. Jacobs. 
Wellington County 4-H  Beef Dinner, silent auction. 
Country Hoedown. Arthur Community Centre. Dinner 
6-7:30 p.m., dance 8-12. Tickets – adults $15, children 
under 10 - $5, 4 and under free. Dance only $10. Order 
from 4-H office 824-2959 or any 4-H director. 

April 4
Spring Concert – Around the World in Word and 
Song, Concordia Male and Mixed Choirs, Alfred Kunz, 
director, Children and Youth Choirs, annemarie Kruger, 
Director. 7:30 p.m. Concordia Club, 429 Ottawa St. S. 
Kitchener, ON. Donation at the door. Info: 745-5617. 

April 14 
St. Clement Parish Spring Card Party. 7 p.m. St. 
Clement RC Church Hall, St. Clements. Lots of prizes. 
Sponsored by Christian Mother’s Society. Lunch will 
be served. Admission $5. 

March 20
The R.J. Kruisselbrink Sisters in Concert, 8 p.m. 
Drayton Reformed Church, Drayton. Freewill Offering. 
Contact: (519)934-2608. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 469 – St. Patrick’s Day 
Roast Beef Dinner with decadent dessert table. 5pm 
& 7 p.m sittings. Tickets available at Elmira Legion 
– 669-2932. 

March 21
Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. -  6 km/two-hour hike 
in the Mill Race Trail and Health Valley/Trans Canada 
Trail. Meet at the parking area on Three Bridges Road 
(Township Road 21) near the dam and low level bridge 
(between Hawkesville Road and Township Road 32. 

March 23
Elmira Library Teddybear Storytime Registration 
– 10am – 8:30pm for 3- and 4-year-olds. In person 
registration, first come – first served basis. For 
information call 669-5477 children’s department. 
Tuesday Evening Fitness Class: Wellesley Community 
Centre. Cardio and toning, beginners welcome. 
Tuesdays at 7pm. Call Carol at 634-5399 for more 
information and to pre-register. $3 per class. 

March 25
Champs For Children – Olympic style boxing with 
dinner starting @ 6pm,  live boxing starting at 8pm., 
and a silent auction at Bingeman’s. Proceeds will benefit 
The Kid Zone and The Waterloo Boxing Academy. For 
tickets call 575-9006. 

March 27 
Community Benefit Dance for the families of 90 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira hosted by Elmira council #8192 of the 
Knights of Columbus at Lions Hall from 8:30 p.m. – 1 
a.m. Tickets $10 per person available at Spilek Weiss, 
Gleeson Insurance or call Patrick Gleeson 669-2317. 
All welcome. 
Spring Tea/Craft & Bake Sale – St. Peter’s Church, 
Linwood. 9a.m – noon. Door prizes. Everyone 
welcome. 

24    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • MARCH 20, 2004

 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment  
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”
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How I want a drink? Alcoholic, of course; remembering pi
Q.  How did “Master Mysti-
fier” Harry Houdini manage 
to stay in an airtight coffin 
for an hour and a half?

A.  Very scientifically!  
Earlier in 1926, 26-year-
old Rahman Bey had 
stayed encoffined in a 
swimming pool for 60 
minutes, says Massimo 
Polidoro in Secrets of 
the Psychics: Investigat-
ing Paranormal Claims.  
What galled Houdini was 
Bey’s claim of doing this 
while in a “cataleptic 
trance.”

No trance was needed 
and he’d prove it, said 
physically conditioned 
debunker Houdini, whose 
self-designed casket held 
26,428 cubic inches of air, 
minus the space taken by 
his body and a telephone.  
After a light breakfast, 
he stripped to shirt and 
trunks and entered the 

coffin, which was then 
lowered into the pool.  “It 
took about 700 pounds of 
iron and eight swimmers 
standing on top of the 
casket to keep it level and 
beneath the waterline,” 
says Polidoro.

Houdini lay motion-
less, breathing shallow 
breaths to conserve oxy-
gen.  Even just talking 
left him gasping.  Soon 
he was told he’d made it 
to an hour.  He wanted 
more.  He pressed his 
soaked hanky to his lips.  
At 1-hour-28 he started 
seeing yellow lights.  He 
moved onto the broad of 
his back to take weight 
off his lungs, then lay 
sideways, ear on the 
phone receiver to avoid 
having to hold it.

At 1-hour-30, prear-
ranged in case he might 
fall asleep, he was 

brought up and felt phys-
ical elation.  His pulse 
had gone from 84 at entry 
to 142.  An aide said he 
looked “deathly white,” 
and opined that Houdini 
had shortened his life by 
this “endurance burial.”  
One thing was sure, says 
Polidoro:  “He had beaten 
the faker Bey at his own 
game!”
Q.  Schoolkids today know 
mathematical pi as 3.14, 
possibly 3.14159..., while 
computers have calculated 
pi to several billion decimal 
places.  Going back 2,500 
years to the Old Testament, 
did the ancients have an es-
timate for pi?

A.  From 1 Kings 7:23 

– “Also he made a molten 
sea of ten cubits from 
brim to brim, round in 
compass... and a line of 
thirty cubits did com-
pass it about”--so pi was 
3, says David Acheson 
in 1089 and All That:  A 
Journey into Mathemat-
ics. The earliest known 
estimate appears in the 
Rhind Papyrus, c. 1650 
B.C.E., at 3.16..., but 
the crude 3 was used 
throughout much of the 
ancient world.  Fascinat-
ingly, pi is an “irrational 
number,” not expressible 
as a ratio of two whole 
numbers, and so its deci-
mal expansion goes on 
forever.

Finally a mnemonic 
riddle, with a piece of pi 
as prize:  “How I want 
a drink, alcoholic of 
course, after the heavy 
lectures involving quan-
tum mechanics!”  Now 
can you remember pi to 
14 places?
Q.  Were days longer or 
shorter back in dino times?

A.  Because Earth’s 
rotation is slowing, due 
largely to the tidal pull 
of the Moon, about 16 
seconds are added to the 
day every million years, 
or an hour every 200 mil-
lion years, says Univer-
sity of Illinois professor 
of aerospace engineer-
ing Bruce A. Conway.  
As Earth’s spin rate less-
ens, there is a related 
recession of the Moon, 
by about 4 cm/year (1.5 
inches) – a mighty slow 
distancing – confirmed 

by using lunar laser ret-
roreflectors placed by 
the Apollo astronauts in 
the 1970s.  So dinosaur 
days were more like 23-
hour days, and with a 
Moon that was a little 
closer than it is now.

In a marvelous con-
cordance of astronomi-
cal and biological data, 
a 22-hour pre-dinosaur 
day has been spotted in 
the daily growth marks 
in annual rings of fos-
silized corals from the 
Devonian period some 
370 million years ago.  
The corals show that an 
Earth-year had about 400 
days, says Conway, so 
each day must have been 
a little shorter, about 22 
hours, confirming the 
astronomical result.

Time marches on, but 
not always at the same 
speed.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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Great selection of  lots available. Single family homes 
starting from $221,900 and semi-detached backsplits 
from $192,900. Visit our Waterloo Sales Presentation 
Centre at 292 Dearborn Blvd., Waterloo (Lexington Road 
and Dearborn Blvd). Open: Saturday & Sunday, 1:30 - 
4:30 p.m. (or by appointment).

BIRDLAND SUBDIVISION NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

GLEN ALLAN
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REALESTATEDEATH NOTICES

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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FAMILY
ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

Come celebrate the
40TH WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY of
Melvin & Ruth Weber

OPEN HOUSE
will be held on

SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH, 2-5 PM
at WOODSIDE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
200 BARNSWALLOW DR., ELMIRA

Best wishes only.

IN MEMORIAM

Ronald Rudow
Passed away March 20, 2003

God saw he was getting tired 
and a cure was not to be:
So He put His arms around him 
and whispered “Come with me.”
Although we loved him dearly,
We could not make him stay.
A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands to rest;
God broke our hearts to prove to 
us, He only takes the best.

Loved and Sadly missed by:
Wife - Donna,
Children - Ronda, Sheryl, Steve, 
  Rob & Pam
Sister - Marilyn
Grandkids - Jessica, Quinn &
   Joseph
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BENTLEY, Pyhllis
Passed away, after a courageous battle 
with cancer on Saturday, March 13, 
2004, at Listowel Memorial Hospital in 
her 80th year.

Local relatives are son Terry Bentley and 
his wife Lynda of Elmira.

FRASER, Marjorie “Marj”
Passed away, peacefully, at KW Health 
Centre of Grand River Hospital, on 
Wednesday, March 17, 2004, at eh age 
of 68.

MILLER, Norman Conrad
Passed away peacefully at the Wellington 
Terrace, Elora on Friday march 12, 2004, 
in his 93rd year. He was the son of Otto 
and Catherine Miller of Upper Pilkington 
Township. Norman grew up on the family 
farm but later moved to Elmira where he 
was employed in a factory.

In 1965 Norman married Grace Witzel 
and they lived on College St. in Elmira. 
For several years Norman worked as a 
security guard. Later he and Grace re-
tired to Elora where they attended Elora 
United Church.

Norman is predeceased by his parents; 
his wife Grace; his sister Laura and her 
husband, Clarence Brubacher.

Norman, a kind gentleman, was keenly 
interested in the three generations of his 
nephews and nieces. These include Earl 
and Grace Brubacher, Conrad of Toronto, 
Celia and husband Jody Kirk of Port Do-
ver; Eric and Ellie Brubacher and Andrew 
and Adam of Elmira.  With special men-
tion of Norman’s great, great nephew 
and niece, twins Noah and Marley Kirk, 
Port Dover. Funeral Service was held at 
Graham A. Giddy Funeral Home and Cha-
pel 37 Church Street, Elora on Tuesday on 
March 16, 2004, followed by interment in 
Elora Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory 
of Norman may be made to Wellington 
Terrace, Elora; groves Memorial Hospital, 
or Elora United Church.

The family wishes to sincerely thank the 
entire staff at Wellington Terrace for their 
expertise and compassion while caring 
for Norman.

IN MEMORIAM

NEARINGBURG, Arlene - In loving 
memory of my friend, my love, my wife 
and mother of our three daughters, 
Nana of our four grandchildren, who 
passed away March 18, 2000.
Through tears we watched you fight,
We watched you slipping, we watched
   you fade away,
You amazed all with your courage.
Our hearts were almost broken,
You fought so hard to stay.
When the end came peacefully and you
   were finally freed from pain,
We could not wish you to suffer that
   again.
So keep Your arms around her Lord,
   and give her special care,
Make up for all she suffered and all that
   seemed unfair.
“Deep in the heart lies a picture
of a loved one laid to rest.
In memory’s frame we shall keep it
Because she was one of the best.”
God bless you dear. We love you, we
   miss you.
Your family — Don Cathy, Dawn and 
Larry, Kandis, Katelyn, Janis and Brad, 
Shayne, Brady, Olivia and Cuddles.

CARD OF THANKS

IN MEMORIAM

Nearingburg, Arlene
It has been four years
Yet it feels as if it were
   yesterday.
When a daughter loses her
   mother,
She loses a part of herself.
The part I lost was;
My light, my inspiration,
My confidant, my best
   friend,
My mother.
Mom, I know you are at
   the beach everyday,
And watching amazing
   sunsets every night.

I miss you
I love you
Your daughter Dawn

DEATH NOTICES

REID, John
On Wednesday, March 10, 2004, at his 
residence, in Kitchener, John Reid, in his 
61st year, formerly of Elmira.

SCHWINDT, Evelyn (Mrs. Maurice)
On Wednesday, march 17, 2004, at KW 
Health Centre of Grand River Hospital, 

Thanks to all my family and 
friends for your prayers, cards, 
flowers, goodies, visits and best 
wishes during my recent illness. 
Special thanks to Dr. Peters, Dr. 
Cybulski, Dr. Rosenstein, Dr. 
Hanna and the 6DS nursing staff 
at Grand River Hospital. May God 
bless you for your kindness and 
care.                       - Lydia Martin
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DEATH NOTICES
Evelyn (Stoutenburg) Schwindt, in her 
83rd year, of Elmira.

WENZEL, Beatrice Margaret
Passed away peacefully, on Wednesday, 
march 17, 2004 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, age 79 years.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

SATURDAY BUFFET
GREAT FOOD, GREAT VALUE

11-2, SATURDAYS • $10.95/ADULT (CHILDREN HALF PRICE)
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Way to go, participants!

ELMIRA
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 rwaters@waters-hastings.on.ca

LINWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL
Black & White Picture

1st Nicole Schwendinger (Gr.5)
2nd Debbie West (Gr.5)
3rd Jonas H. Martin (Gr.4)

Poem

1st Jessica Griffen (Gr.7)

Colour Picture

1st Benji Martin (Gr.5)
2nd Annie Martin (Gr.5)
3rd Simon Raimboult (Gr.5)
HM Meg Beinarvics (Gr. 5)

Participants

Ryan Valenta (Gr. 5)
Mary Martin (Gr. 5)
Leah Martin (Gr. 5)
Lovina Martin (Gr. 5)
Adam Hergott (Gr. 5)
Scott Dunbar (Gr. 5)
George Martin (Gr. 5)
Kristen Horst (Gr. 5)
Lewis Hahn (Gr. 5)
Lisa Schmitt (Gr. 5)
Jeffrey Sinclair (Gr. 5)
Rebecca Martin (Gr. 5)
Cass Frey (Gr. 5)
Greg Misener (Gr. 5)
Martin J. Bauman (Gr. 5)
Ina Hoover (Gr. 5)
Saloma Bowman (Gr. 5)
Naomi Lahman (Gr. 5)
Levi Martin (Gr. 5)

PARK MANOR PUBLIC SCHOOL
Essay

1st Samantha Fischer (Gr.8)

JOHN MAHOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL
Black & White Picture

1st Tyson Crouse (Gr.5)
2nd Taylor Newman (Gr.5)
3rd Karissa Frey
HM Andrew B. (Gr.5)

Poem

1st Jason Perfect (Gr.5)
2nd Jordon Good (Gr.5)
3rd Ashley Bowman (Gr.5)
HM Justine Kittel (Gr.5)

Essay

1st Emma Bartel (Gr.5)
2nd Holly Page 
Colour Picture

1st Tyler Leise (Gr.2)

1st Christina Martin
2nd Daniel Taylor (Gr.5)
3rd Jessica Lubert (Gr.5)
HM Takuya Shibayama (Gr.4)

Participants

Daniel Tobey
Emily Grant
Riley Moser
Sarah Dawn Charron
Kirsten Barriage
Katelyn Frey
Nikki Hartwick
Anya Janzen
Vanessa Lachance
Ashley Bauman
Jeremy Bowman
Emeka Agada
Jake Martin
Justine Kittel
Melissa Ashley Broughton
Emma Bartel
Erin Norris
Jasmine Wilson
Stuart Arsenault
Alexander James Martin
Jake Kernick
Erick Phonechaleun
Holly Boyne
Jessica Reichard
Victoria Horst
Aaron Burkhart
Heather Lorenz
Alex Brubacher
Dalton Slofwood
Tyler Schmidt
Dylan, Staci, Brooke, Ryan
Erik G., Stephanie

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
Colour Picture

1st Anne Marie Connolly (Gr.1)
1st Ashton Ropp (Gr.6)

ST. BONIFACE SCHOOL
Black & White Picture

1st Kersten Dupuis (Gr.5)

Poem

1st Emily Ferris (Gr.7)
2nd Brody Acquilano (Gr.5)
3rd Alyssa Marshall (Gr.7)
Poem 2

1st Christie Mann (Gr.6)
2nd Rebecca May (Gr.7)

Essay

1st Brad Kuchma (Gr.8)
2nd Alyssa Marshall (Gr.7)

Remembering the past...
I

t’s been two weeks 
filled with ceremo-
nies for local stu-
dents and Legion-
naires. The Elmira 

Legion handed out 196 
certificates to students 
who took part in the an-
nual Remembrance Day 
poster, essay and poem 
competition last fall.

“We want to … get re-
membrance back into 

their curriculum on 
Remembrance Day. We 
want them to remember 
the past and secure the 
future,” Dennis Hilker, 
Legion Youth Head chair, 
said of the competition.

Students from eight 
schools contributed a 
variety of works, with 
eight entries making 
their way to the Water-
loo Region/Wellington 

County level of competi-
tion. Those participants 
include: Anne Marie 
Connoley of St. Teresa of 
Avila (primary colour), 
Tyson Crowse of John 
Mahood PS (junior black 
and white), Benji Martin 
of Linwood PS (junior 
colour), Emma Bartel of 
John Mahood PS (junior 
essay), Heidi Frey of Flo-
radale PS (junior poem), 

Thomas Oberle of Flora-
dale PS (intermediate co-
lour), Brad Kuchma of St. 
Boniface (intermediate 
essay) and Emily Ferris 
of St. Boniface (interme-
diate poem).

However, no local stu-
dents proceeded to the 
southern Ontario level.

“The competition was 
pretty tough,” Hilker 
said of the Waterloo/Wel-

JOHN MAHOOD 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Holly Page
2nd Place
Essay

FLORADALE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Lindsay Bauman
1st Place,
Black & White

RIVERSIDE
PUBLIC SCHOOL

(left)
Brady Schummer
(right)
Ryan Casel
Honourable Mention
Black & White

CONESTOGO 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Nolan Beatty
1st Place,
Colour
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COMMUNITY
CARE CONCEPTS
COMMUNITY
CARE CONCEPTS

We wish to extend our congratulations 
to all the Legion Contest Participants!
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS
INCORPORATED
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DUB-L-E 
AUTO 

SERVICE
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Congratulations to 
all the participants!
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C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING SPECIALISTS
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Toy JunctionToy Junction
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ST. BONIFACE .....
Colour Picture

1st Alyssa Marshall (Gr.7)
1st Alex Klausnitzer (Gr.5)
2nd Jacob Nederend (Gr.5)
3rd Abigail Zamin (Gr.5)

Participants

Nick Wagner
Broolbe Marshall
Steven Trask
Andrew Gostel
Adam Upenicks
Rachel Fackoury
Kaitlin Waechter
Connor Bitschy
Liam Kennedy
Elaine Westenhoefer
Tyra Lee Cabelda
Rebecca Giebat
Cosmo Acquilano
Carly Bohman
Elizabeth, Broh A., Scott

CONESTOGO PUBLIC SCHOOL
Black & White PIcture

1st James Toronchuk (Gr.6)
2nd Kasi Fritz (Gr.6)
Colour PIcture

1st Nolan Beatty (Gr.6)
3rd Laura Jane (Gr.6)

FLORADALE PUBLIC SCHOOL
Black & White PIcture

1st Lindsay Bauman (Gr.5)
2nd Joseph B. Martin (Gr.4)
3rd Jennifer Bowman (Gr.4)
Poem

1st Heidi Frey (Gr.6)
2nd Lori Martin (Gr.6)
Colour PIcture

1st Thomas Oberle (Gr.7)
1st Nancy Martin (Gr.6)
2nd Emerson Brubacher (Gr.5)
3rd Enos Bauman (Gr.5)
HM Stephanie Sauder (Gr.4)
Participants

Kayla Wideman
Vicki Jo Martin
Tom Schuurmans
Abraham Frey
Nancy Martin
Selema Hoover Martin

RIVERSIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL
Black & White Picture

1st Bradon Seip (Gr.5)
2nd Jessica Hymers (Gr.5)
3rd Peter Menkveld (Gr.5)

HM Weston Morlock (Gr.4)
Poem

1st Lance Brunkard (Gr.5)
2nd Ryan Orr (Gr.5)
3rd Ester Brodie (Gr.5)
Colour Picture

1st Emma Norcott (Gr.5)
2nd Jordan Soehner (Gr.4)
3rd Jeremy Martin (Gr.5)
HM Paul Lucas (Gr.5)
Participants

Ashley Hutchinson (Gr. 5)
Kayla Death (Gr. 5)
Emily Warren (Gr. 4)
Alexander Porter (Gr. 4)
Jason Montgomery (Gr. 5)
Corey Hales (Gr. 4)
Tyler Dillon (Gr. 4)
Avery Hunter (Gr. 4)
Ben Konig (Gr. 4)
Nathan Playford (Gr. 4)
Jessica Riley (Gr. 4)
Dylan Horst (Gr. 4)
Josie Metzger (Gr. 4)
Ryan Casel (Gr. 4)
Brady Schummer (Gr. 4)
Courtney Horst (Gr. 4)
Danielle Miller (Gr. 4)
Alex Fisher (Gr. 5)
Alex Martin (Gr. 4)
Keegan Mathers (Gr. 5)
Deedra Kaiser (Gr. 4)
Ben Mitchell (Gr. 5)
Constance Chen (Gr. 4)
Jeffrey Williams (Gr. 5)
Ben Bell (Gr. 5)
Lance Brunkard (Gr. 5)
Kallie Doak (Gr. 5)
Evan Morrison (Gr. 5)
Hollie James (Gr. 5)
Trevor Fulcher (Gr. 5)
Scott Macleod (Gr. 5)
Ben Betts (Gr. 5)
Taylor Ropp (Gr. 5)
Emily Ahier (Gr. 5)
Ryan Orr (Gr. 5)
Rebecca Wade (Gr. 4)
Luke Griffin (Gr. 5)
David Hahn (Gr. 5)
Brett Yaeger (Gr. 4)
Jeremy Trapp (Gr. 4)
Nic Warren (Gr. 4)
Andrew Cook (Gr. 4)
Ester Brodie (Gr. 5)
Jake Mitchell (Gr. 4)
Mitch Robinson (Gr. 5)
Amy Gofton (Gr. 4)
Matthew Williams (Gr. 4)
Kayla Bearinger (Gr. 5)

...securing the future
Posters are typically the 

most popular entry, with 
115 colour and 60 black 
and white entries this 
year.

“We’ve found that a 
lot of them don’t do so 
much on battle scenes. 
It’s more peace that’s 
the theme most kids do,” 
Hilker commented. “A lot 
of them draw poppies or 
crosses; we’ve had others 

lington round.
While the contest has 

been a long-standing 
tradition of Canadian le-
gions, it’s relatively new to 
many of the schools in the 
area. Prior to 2001, John 
Mahood was the only 
school that took part. 

The push to get other 
schools involved came 
from a visit Hilker had 
one day from one of the 

local vets.
“One of the vets sat down 

and talked to us and said 
‘You are the people who 
are going to make sure 
I’m never forgotten.’ We 
just started pushing,” he 
explained. “We put a push 
on to get the students’ and 
teachers’ interest.”

Since then, participa-
tion has increased by 
leaps and bounds.

with pictures of mothers 
standing on gravesides 
mourning.”

Many of the poetry and 
essay entries – there were 
17 poems and four essays in 
2003 – come with more of a 
personal touch, he added.

“We’ve had a lot of kids 
that their great grandfa-
ther served and they’ve 
done a poem or essay on 
them.”

PARK MANOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Samantha Fisher
1st Place
Essay

ST. TERESA 
SCHOOL

(left)
Ashton Ropp
(right)
Anne Marie 
Connolly
1st Place
Colour

ST. BONIFACE
SCHOOL

Brody Acquilano
2nd Place
Poem

LINWOOD
PUBLIC SCHOOL

(left)
Greg Misener
(right)
Cass Frey
Honourable Mention
Colour
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†, *, ** These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer except Graduate Rebate and apply to retail deliveries on new in-stock
2004 vehicles. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Financing subject to approval by Chrysler Financial Canada. Chrysler Financial Canada is a member
of the DaimlerChrysler Services Canada Group. See retailer for complete details and conditions. * 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on 2004 Dodge
Caravan and Grand Caravan models. Example: $30,000 @ 0% APR/60-month term; monthly payment is $500.00. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation
is $30,000. If customers choose 0% purchase financing, they forego incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate, factoring in these
incentives, could be up to 9%. † Lease is based on 48-month term. Total lease obligation is: $14,857 Dodge Caravan 28P or 28C+AT1. Lease finance 
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The best protection we’ve ever

offered on all 2004 models.

7 year or 115,000km

powertrain warranty. Plus 

24 hour Roadside Assistance.
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The world’s
best selling

minivan 
for over 

20 years.

DVD PACKAGE

Your choice

or

• Chrome wheels and side mouldings • Satin
silver instrument panel • New slate grey interior

• Leather wrapped steering wheel
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2004 Dodge Caravan
Anniversary Edition

$21,888**

0% purchase* financing
for 60 MONTHS

CASH PURCHASE

choose

STANDARD FEATURES:
• 3.3L 180hp V6 engine 

• 7 Passenger seating 

• Power windows, locks and mirrors

• Air conditioning 

• Cruise control • AM/FM/CD stereo 

• Sentry-Key® Theft Deterrent System 

• Multistage driver and front passenger airbags

• 7 year or 115,000km powertrain warranty. 

Plus 24 hour Roadside Assistance 

• Plus your choice of Anniversary Edition or DVD package

or

VALUE $199†

A MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS
$0  S E C U R I T Y D E P O S I T
with $4,280 down payment or equivalent trade.

LEASE FOR

x x x
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