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Calling all cowboys, the 
rodeo is in town

Tragically Hip dedicate song to Dan Snyder
“I was just overwhelmed that someone would do something like that,” says mother

▼ See CANADIAN page 2

Public take 
candidates to 
task on the 
environment

Amish sisters inspire 
author’s story ▼ PAGE 19▼ PAGE 12

▼ See ALL page 6

Region takes Breslau family farm
Family feels “pushed around” by Region’s methods; land needed for airport safety

▼ See REGION page 2

����������������������3 Bdrm. Two Storey Townhomes 
from $163,900

Semi-Detached Homes 
from $173,650

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE ON 
BROOKMEAD ST. IN ELMIRA

Saturdays & Sundays 1:30-4:30 
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���������Marcia Martin
PEAK REALTY LTD.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

747-0231

PHASE I SOLD OUT
RESERVE NOW FOR
PHASE II

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The spotlight shone on environmental issues Mon-
day evening (June 21) as those seeking to repre-
sent Kitchener-Conestoga in Ottawa faced off at 
an all-candidates meeting hosted by the Elmira 

Jaycees.
Questions from the public focused the candidates’ at-

tention on green issues, as well as social matters such as 

Conservative Party a no-show 
at all-candidates meeting

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Canadian musical leg-
ends The Tragically 
Hip are on regular 
rotation in the Snyder 

family stereo, but their new 
album comes with a particu-
larly strong meaning. In the 
liner notes of the album – set 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For 114 years the Dettwei-
lers have been farming 
their 17-hectare prop-
erty on Fountain Street 

in Breslau, adjacent to the Re-
gion of Waterloo International 

for release this Tuesday – the 
band dedicates the first track 
to the late Dan Snyder.

“I was just overwhelmed that 
someone would do something 
like that. All of us were just 
totally surprised,” LuAnn 
Snyder, Dan’s mother, told the 
Observer. “All three of the kids 
have always had their CDs. I 
know how much it would have 

meant to Dan.”
The band contacted the Sny-

ders several months ago “out 
of the blue,” after penning the 
song “Heaven Is A Better Place 
Today.” It was then that they 
asked the family’s permission 
to include the track on their new 
album In Between Evolution.

“They said they were very 
touched by Dan and his story. 

They followed the news very 
closely, they said,” explained 
Snyder, who noted she hasn’t per-
sonally spoken with the band, 
though they’ve been in contact 
with the family several times.

An advanced copy of the album 
was delivered to the Snyders this 
week. As with most Tragically 
Hip songs, the lyrical content is 
metaphorical and doesn’t direct-

ly mention Dan or hockey.
Members of the band 

couldn’t be reached for com-
ment because of their current 
promotional tour.

“It says it’s for Dan Snyder, 
it doesn’t say it’s about Dan 
Snyder,” Snyder commented.

“The words are very ab-
stract. They’re not about 

Airport. But the land that has 
been passed down from father 
to son for three generations 
– approaching four – has been 
expropriated by the region for 
safety reasons, despite an in-
quiry officer’s report suggest-
ing it wasn’t necessary.

On June 23, regional council 

voted to take the Dettweiler 
land, with negotiations over 
price to follow. 

“I guess I’ll have to relocate. 
We’ve got two young children 
and … we were wanting to pass 
the farm on. After all these 
generations of Dettweilers 
here, it’s kind of tough. There’s 

definitely a sentimental value 
to the property. I really didn’t 
ever want to move,” Jim Dett-
weiler told the Observer prior 
to the council meeting. While 
he grew up on the farm and has 
managed it for the past eight 
years, his mother Joyce contin-
ues to own the property.

Neither Jim nor Joyce Dett-
weiler wished to comment on 
the council decision follow-
ing the meeting. While there 
is no formal appeal process to 
contest the decision, they may 
challenge any offer for compen-
sation made to them at the On-

FACING THE PUBLIC  Three of the four candidates seeking to represent Kitchener-Conestoga in Ottawa took part in an all-candidates 
meeting June 21 at the Elmira Legion. Conservative Party candidate Frank Luellau was absent, but fellow candidates Lynn Myers – Liberal 
(left), Len Carter – NDP (right) and Kris Stapleton – Green were present.
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Dan. I’ve read 
it several times 
and it’s very met-
aphorical. I take 
it as how [the 
band] felt about 
Dan and Dany 
(Heatley) at the time of 
the accident.”

Dan Snyder died last 
October of complica-
tions from injuries he 
suffered in a car acci-
dent. He had just signed 
a contract to play with 
the National Hock-
ey League’s Atlanta 
Thrashers.

Teammate Dany Heat-
ley was behind the 
wheel at the time of the 
collision. He has since 
recovered from his in-
juries.

“The whole idea of it 
is pretty amazing, that 
they would write a song 
for him. We were all just 
kind of shocked when 
we heard [the news],” 
said Jeff Snyder, Dan’s 
uncle, who had read the 
lyrics but hadn’t heard 
the song when he spoke 
with the Observer. “Try-
ing to figure out what 
they were trying to say, 
I had to read it through 
a few times, but I think 
it sounds like it’s going 
to be a good song.”

At the request of the 

band, the family kept 
news of the dedi-
cation under their 
hats until now.

“He said he’s 
private about his 
songs and the 
reasons he writes 

things,” LuAnn Snyder 
suggested, referring to 
lead singer and song-
writer Gord Downie.

The band also wanted 
to do something more in 
memory of Dan Snyder 
and, after learning of 
the July 13 Dan Snyder 
Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment, offered to raffle 
off a chance play with 
two band members. 
The raffle – which will 
also include numerous 
signed vintage touring 
posters and various al-
bums – will take place 
July 10, during a fund-
raising dinner at Lion’s 
Hall (formerly Carriage 
Hall) in Elmira.

The dinner will also 
feature the music of 
Funky Rudy, with front-
man Jake Snyder, Dan’s 
brother. Tragically 
Hip songs frequently 
find themselves on the 
band’s set list.

Dinner tickets can be 
purchased by calling 
LuAnn Snyder at 669-
1407 or Jake Snyder at 
669-0817.

Canadian music stars 
pay tribute to Dan

Continued from cover
tario Municipal Board. 

An arms-length apprais-
er has been contracted to 
come up with a compensa-
tion value for the land, re-
gional Chair Ken Seiling 
commented. That offer, 
which has yet to be made, 
will be “based on market 
value.”

Regional staff deemed 
the expropriation neces-
sary after several “obsta-
cles” were identified on 
the property that contra-
vene Transport Canada 
regulations regarding the 
clearance distances for the 
newly expanded runway.

Those obstacles include 
48 trees, a section of a 
barn roof and a television 
antenna.

“In the past, we’ve ne-
gotiated with them on 
clearance, we’ve removed 
obstacles. We’re just get-
ting pushed around,” Jim 
Dettweiler said. “We’re 
even willing to sell the 
property if they were fair 
and honest about it. So far, 
they’ve just been kind of 
sneaky about it.”

According to Duncan 
Leggett, the region’s prop-
erty solicitor, a verbal of-
fer for the land was made 
before the expropriation 
process was set into mo-
tion. However, “the indica-
tion was that a meeting of 

the minds was not going to 
occur,” he told council.

In response, the Dettwei-
ler’s lawyer, Tony Keller, 
told council a verbal offer 
“isn’t worth the paper it’s 
not printed on.”

At the request of the 
Dettweilers, a hearing of 
necessity was held Mar. 1 
under the Expropriations 
Act. After hearing a full-
day of testimony from both 
side, inquiry officer Victor 
Friedman stated, in a writ-
ten report, that “removal 
of the obstacles of concern 
in order to comply with 
Transport Canada regu-
lations can be achieved 
through something less 
than a full taking of the 
Dettweiler property.”

Council was not bound by 
that recommendation and 
voted in favour of a staff 
recommendation to move 
forward with the expro-
priation. Such a move was 
necessary to ensure obsta-
cles on the property don’t 
reappear or are easily 
dealt with, explained John 
Hammer, the region’s di-
rector of transportation.

“When there are ob-
stacles in the field of 
clearance … Transport 
Canada, Navigation Can-
ada will not allow navi-
gational aids to be used,” 
he said, noting that with 
an easement agreement, 

trees may again grow to 
become obstacles. And 
with an easement agree-
ment “there’s no guaran-
tee” there will be access to 
remove or cut them when 
the time comes.

“In order to make sure 
we can do that, we feel 
the only way to control it 
100 per cent is to own the 
property.” 

“The estimated cost of 
the easement was in the 
hundreds-of-thousands-of-
dollars range and whatev-
er other costs there were. 

Region dismisses expropriation inquiry

The problem is you can’t 
guarantee that the ease-
ment would be maintained 
properly and you’ve got 
all this money invested,” 
Seiling later told the Ob-
server. “With people flying 
parts into the plants and 
with passenger service, 
we can’t afford to lose the 
ability … to use the extra 
runway line.

“If we took the easement 
and then found we had 
problems maintaining 
them, then we have to 
go back and buy it again. 
We’d basically be paying 
twice.”

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
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†Offer valid from 15 June 2004 until 31 July, 2004. Subject to AgLine™ approval and John Deere dealer participation. For personal or commercial use. ‡Offer
excludes the 100 Series Lawn Tractors. †After interest-free period, for eligible purchases of goods and services: 1) minimum monthly payment required (see
example below); and 2) finance charges will begin to accrue on amount financed at 12.9% per annum (on first day following the interest-free period). A $0.50
per month minimum finance charge may be applied to unpaid balances. No down payment required. For example, after interest-free period on a LT190 Tractor;
GX345 Tractor; CS Gator; X485 Tractor based on a selling price of $5,289.00; $10,909.00; $6,347.00; $12,530.00 less a down payment of $0 (up to a 20% down 
payment is permitted) results in a balance of $5,289.00; $10,909.00; $6,347.00; $12,530.00 to be financed for a maximum of 85 months with 85 monthly payments
of $105.78; $218.18; $126.94; $250.60 totalling $8,991.30; $18,545.30; $10,789.90; $21,301.00 based on 12.9% APR with a cost of borrowing of $3,702.30; $7,636.30;
$4,442.90; $8,771.00. In the event the loan goes into default, the charge for amounts past due is 19.75% APR. Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight and preparation
charges not included and may increase price or monthly payment(s). See your dealer for complete details and other financing options. Available at 
participating dealers only. Minimum purchase required. Program subject to change, without notice, at any time. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme,
the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere and Company.

Gator CS X Series

You have no interest in 
paying until next year?

How soon can you get here?

Elmira Farm Service (2000) Ltd. 
122 Church St. West

Elmira
(519) 669-5453 / (800) 265-6188
www.elmirafarmservice.com

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE™

$0 Down, 0 Payments, 0% Interest until May 2005.†

Why wait? Offer ends soon! 
Don’t wait another minute for your John Deere. Just wait until next year to pay for it. 
From 15 June until 31 July 2004, selected models of John Deere Lawn Tractors and 

Gator CS Utility Vehicle can be yours for No Money Down, No Payments and 
No Interest until May 2005.‡ So what are you waiting for? Visit your local 

John Deere dealer while there’s still time. ww.JohnDeere.com/Homeowners

LISTENING WITH INTEREST  Breslau farmer Jim Dettweiller (left) 
listens along with his mother, Joyce (centre) and lawyer Tony Keller as 
regional council debates whether to expropriate the family property.
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Eye on democracy
Interest in politics, sense of civic duty prompts Elmira man to get involved in process

Arthur Street owners 
to see rates fall

PETER CRISCIONE
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As of tomorrow, Ontario workers will 
start taking home their earnings. The 
Fraser Institute – a conservative think-
tank – calculates June 27 as the day 
Ontario residents have earned enough 
to pay their 2004 taxes to all levels of 
government.
This year, “Tax Freedom Day” comes 

four days later than it did in 2003. That 
delay, the Institute suggests, comes 
mostly as a result of increases to social 
security, pension, medical and hospital 
taxes – much of which is derived from 
the new Ontario Health Premium.
The average Ontario family is seeing a 

$1,674 increase in their taxes from 2003 
to 2004, while the average family’s cash 
income went up $1,628. The majority of 
the tax increase, the Institute calculates, 
comes from the province (56 per cent) 
while the rest can be attributed to the 
federal government (44 per cent). 
On average, municipal taxes didn’t 

change from last year.

Taxman paid off 
tomorrow in Ontario

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For most of us, elections such as 
Monday’s federal outing are the 
sole outlet for getting involved in 
the democratic process: we show up 

for a few minutes to mark an ‘X’ on a piece 
of paper (this time out, say pundits, 40 per 
cent of us won’t even bother with that). 

For some, an election is a chance to take 
a closer look behind the scenes. That was 
certainly the draw for Bruce Miller.

Unlike our image of politicians, it wasn’t 
the money or even the promise of glory 
that attracted the Elmira resident to poli-
tics. Rather, it was the prospect of being a 
part of the democratic process that really 
mattered.

On Monday, as deputy returning officer in 
Elmira, Miller will have a firsthand look at 
democracy in action as  Canadians head to 
the polls to elect their next government.

“It always seemed like a reasonable thing 
to do; to be a good citizen,” Miller said of 
what prompted him to get involved in the 
electoral process. “You don’t really make 
much in terms of money – it’s more of an 
act of community service.”

Miller and wife Karolyn got their first 

taste of running elections in a municipal 
race in 1997. Since then they’ve not looked 
back.

“If there’s an election, I volunteer.”
 From the time they took up the job as 

deputy returning officer, Miller said he 
has noticed very little change to the vot-
ing system.

In fact, Miller said, he finds it a bit odd 
that the mechanisms used to cast a ballot 
have not evolved with the times.

However, he concluded, if the system 
works then it’s best not to tamper with it. 
Mechanized and electronic voting tech-
niques are in use elsewhere, with mixed 
results – even in Canada, most voters are 
familiar with the great “chad” debate that 
brought President George W. Bush to pow-
er in the 2000 election south of the border. 

“It’s still pretty much pencil and paper 
and the counting of the ballots are done 
the exact same way as they’ve always 
been,” he said “But I guess it works and 
people understand it.”

While the system may be simple enough 
for everybody to follow, fewer and fewer 
of us seem inclined to do even that much. 
Even for federal elections, which garner 
larger turnouts than provincial elections 
– and significantly more than municipal 

races, where it’s not uncommon for most of 
us to stay away from the polls.

In the 2000 federal election, 61.2% of Ca-
nadian voters showed up, down from 67% 
in 1997, 69.6% in 1993 and 75.3% in 1988. 
In Ontario, only 58% of voters bothered to 
vote in 2000, with the Waterloo-Wellington 
riding almost right on target at 58.1%

Still, the retired school principal expects 
there might be slight blip in those numbers 
given the tight race.

Miller said he wouldn’t be surprised if 
a lot more young people cast their vote 
simply because of the increased attention 
placed on voter apathy among youth. 

Although interested in politics, Miller 
said he fit right into the mould as an elec-
tion official because he never really had 
strong affiliations to a party.

That has made his job more interesting, 
he said, adding it makes political discus-
sions with neighbours livelier.

“I’ve never really been married to a par-
ty,” Miller told the Observer.   

Just from speaking to neighbours about 
the current state of Canadian politics, 
Miller has seen that people are all over the 
map with their views – which should make 
Monday night’s outcome very interesting 
indeed. 

Anonymous or not, Wellesley council 
will consider any letter it receives, de-
spite efforts from one councillor to block 
unsigned correspondence from reaching 
the agendas. 
Meeting June 22, Coun. Ron Hackett 

proposed a motion that would require 
any correspondence delivered to council 
to be accompanied by the author’s name, 
specifically a signature.
The motion – which was inspired by an il-

legible letter in the council package signed 
only “Old Order Mennonites” - failed to 
find the support of another councillor and 
therefore died without a vote.

Unsigned letters still 
welcome in Wellesley

Residents of Elmira’s Arthur Street 
South will witness firsthand a real rarity: 
a government bill that’s going down.
Woolwich council this week endorsed a 

plan that will reduce total payments by 
$4,000 for homeowners billed for the re-
cent installation of municipal sewers in 
front of their properties.
Director of finance Dan Chapman re-

ported the project in now eligible un-
der the Provincial Opportunities Bond 
Program, dropping the interest rate on 
money borrowed for the project to three 
per cent from 5.8.
Property owners will pay the township 

some $264,000 over the next 20 years, 
their share of the cost for installing sani-
tary sewers along that stretch of road-
way. Sixteen homeowners will each pay 
$11,150. The reduced interest rate would 
mean a savings of some $200 a year over 
the 20-year life of the repayment plan.

New construction in Waterloo Region 
will become more expensive by the end 
of the summer, when hikes in develop-
ment charges start coming into affect. 
Meeting June 23, regional council voted 
to increase commercial property devel-
opment charges by 53 per cent and resi-
dential properties by eight per cent.
The fees – which will be phased in be-

tween August and January – will main-
tain until 2009, the timeframe council 
approved.
Municipalities collect development 

charges on new construction to help pay 
for roads, water and wastewater servic-
es, recreation and transit. 
Development in downtown cores will 

continue to be exempt from the charges.

Waterloo Region hikes 
development charges

UP-CLOSE POLITICS Federal, provincial, municipal ... Elmira’s Bruce Miller likes to take part in all the elections, working to make the process run smoothly.
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H OW W E ’ R E M A K I N G  T H I N G S R I G H T  
A FT E R  O U R  R ECE N T  P R O CESS I N G  D I S R U PT I O N .

We’re glad to say that normal business has resumed at RBC. Here are
answers to the questions you’re asking.

ARE MOST CHARGES REVERSED AUTOMATICALLY?

Yes. On June 8, we began to automatically reverse, wherever possible,
banking service charges, fees and overdraft interest that our RBC
clients may have been charged as a result of our recent processing
disruption. The vast majority of necessary adjustments will likely be
completed by June 30. After June 30, if you see a charge due to the
processing disruption that has not been corrected, please bring 
it to our attention. Contact your branch, business centre or call
1-800-ROYAL® 1-1 (1-800-769-2511). Other financial institutions are
following similar procedures for their clients. If you think you’ve been
affected, please contact your financial institution.

I  INCURRED OTHER COSTS. WILL I BE REIMBURSED?

We will provide reimbursement for substantiated costs and losses
directly resulting from the processing disruption.

Here’s the process: starting June 21, 2004, clients of RBC and 
clients of other financial institutions can obtain a Claim Form from 
any RBC Royal Bank branch, business centre or by calling 
1-800-ROYAL® 1-1 (1-800-769-2511). A Claim Form can also be
downloaded in PDF format from www.rbc.com/clientnews

Claim Forms for up to $100 with supporting documentation 
delivered by RBC clients to their branch will be processed by the
branch. Our employees will provide you with any assistance you
require in submitting your claim.

All other completed Claim Forms and supporting documentation can 
be returned to any RBC Royal Bank branch or business centre for 
forwarding or can be mailed directly to:

RBC Processing Service Disruption: Redress and Claims Process
Claims Administrator
P. O. Box 517
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4A9

To ensure that you have adequate time to assemble the required 
information, the deadline for submitting claims is September 30, 2004.

Again, we at RBC Financial Group express our appreciation for 
your patience and understanding throughout the disruption. 
And we acknowledge the efforts of our employees and the staff
of other financial institutions who continue to work so hard to make
things right.

TM Trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC Financial Group is a trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. ® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The ESSO bulk gaso-
line plant in Elmi-
ra may be no more, 

but traces of the business 
remain. An environmen-
tal analysis crew spent 
the week drilling holes 
on and around the former 
home of Strauss Fuels in 
an attempt to determine 
the extent of soil con-
tamination and how far, 
if at all, it has gone off the 
property.

When the plant closed 
in 2002, Imperial Oil – the 
parent company of ESSO 
– conducted a “standard 
preliminary environ-
mental assessment,” 
which led to the more 
in-depth analysis that’s 
now taking place. Com-
pany officials were also 
ordered to undertake the 
analysis by the Ministry 
of the Environment on 
June 18, though plans to 
do so were already in the 
works.

“This assessment 
showed that we needed to 
do more analysis. Our ini-

Former ESSO bulk plant 
site ordered to clean up

MOE, Imperial Oil investigating extent of gasoline 
contamination on former Strauss Fuels land

tial assessment showed 
some relatively shallow 
… petroleum product im-
pacts in the soil on our 
site – we need to do a more 
thorough investigation 
to determine the extent 
of the impact,” explained 
company spokesperson 
Kim Fox.

“We will be able to deter-
mine the kinds of hydro-
carbons [in the ground] 
and be able to determine 
whether that would be re-
lated to our operations or 
other operations.”

The investigation – 
which includes soil sam-
ples taken from four to 
five metres underground 
– is expected to take about 
a year to yield results, 
with any remediation, if 
deemed warranted, to fol-
low, Fox said. However, 
the MOE order requires 
the investigation to be 
complete by the end of 
August. Imperial Oil can 
appeal that date.

“The ministry gets in-
volved when contamina-
tion goes offsite. Impair-
ment of groundwater, 
impairment of soil and 

also vapour issues with 
respect to petroleum 
hydrocarbons are basi-
cally the main concern. 
But that is typical of that 
kind of contamination,” 
said MOE environmental 
officer Marc Lefieur, who 
noted information to-date 
suggests there has been 
no impact on the Cana-
gagique Creek that runs 
nearby.

Currently, the analysis 
focuses on the site at 22A 
Arthur St. N. and branch-
es out “just slightly” onto 
neighbouring properties. 
The landowners, Fox 
added, are aware of the 
analysis and granted per-
mission for soil samples 
to be taken. Imperial Oil 
is covering the cost of the 
analysis.

“They didn’t come out 
and tell me there’s a prob-
lem, but they’re not drill-
ing for no reason. They 
didn’t stop drilling when 
they got to the roadway,” 
noted Chuck Martin, 
who’s family businesses 
own several neighbour-
ing industrial proper-

▼ See ESSO page 7
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Officials at Elmira’s 
Crompton Co. are 
confident investi-

gators are getting closer 
to finding the root cause 
of a fire that erupted at its 
facility two weeks ago.    

The fire, and subsequent 
explosion, broke out in a 
wastewater storage tank 
located on the property 
grounds June 11, cover-
ing the town in a plume 
of black smoke.

At this point, the com-
pany has not tallied the 
total cost of damage from 
the blaze, nor the cost of 
the subsequent shutdown 
– most of the workers 
remain idle pending re-
pairs to the wastewater 
treatment plant.

“Because there are a lot 
of people assessing the 
damage at the moment, 
we can’t say for sure,” 
said spokesperson Stacey 

Crompton continues rebuilding effort
Investigators zero in, production of chemicals to be phased in

Ferris-White. “The cost 
[of the damage] is not a 
priority right now.” 

For the most part, the 
Crompton representative 
said the company’s main 
concern at this point is 
concluding the investi-
gation and getting op-
erations up and running 
again.

To that end, government 
officials and Crompton 
Public Advisory Commit-
tee members met at the 
Erb Street facility June 
22 for another briefing 
session; there has been 
frequent communication 
between interested par-
ties, Ferris-White noted.

Current findings of the 
investigation were a joint 
effort between Crompton 
employees, the Ontario 
Fire Marshal’s Office, fo-
rensic engineers and the 
Technical Standards and 
Safety Authority.

“We’ve had an inves-
tigative team at the fa-

cility everyday since 
the incident [occurred] 
trying to determine the 
root cause,” Ferris-White 
said.   

While a cause has yet to 
be nailed down, the inci-
dent could be attributed 
to the presence of flam-
mable liquids or a high 
concentration of vapour 
in the tank where the fire 
started. The wastewater 
facility was said to con-
tain nonene, a petroleum 
additive product.        

Either one of these sce-
narios, coupled with an 
ignition source – possibly 
from damaged electric 
heat tracing coils (ap-
plied to pipes to prevent 
freezing) located inside 
the tank – could have set 
off the blaze.

Finding the root cause 
of the fire is the first step 
in a number of damage-
control measures needed 
to be taken by the compa-
ny as they scramble to get 

their house in order and 
ease concerns. 

Currently, all 250 
Crompton employees, 
including 170 unionized 
staff, continue to work 
their regular shifts, per-
forming routine mainte-
nance and other duties.

Crompton union rep-
resentative Al Lubbets 
(United Steel Workers of 
America local 13691) said 
the company has kept 
employees in the loop re-
garding investigations.

“We have had frequent 
discussions with the com-
pany and … the company 
has scheduled meetings 
with all employees updat-
ing them on the various 
things going on and what 
role they will play once 
start up begins,” Lubbets 
said. “The worker rep-
resentatives have been 
involved with the investi-
gations from day one and 
there is good dialogue be-
tween the company and 

the union.”  
A team of workers has 

also been set up to help 
conduct interviews with 
employees to try and gar-
ner witness accounts that 
could help with the inves-
tigation.

As for a startup plan, 
Ferris-White said Cromp-
ton would recommence 
production in phases to 
ensure maximum safety.

“We are taking a phased-
in approach so we’re not 
[running] the plant all 
at once,” she told the Ob-
server. “We want to make 
sure we have … preventa-
tive measures in place for 
each process to ensure 
that [a fire] doesn’t hap-
pen again.”  

The first process to hit 
the line in the first stage 
of production is PAO, a 
petroleum additive prod-
uct.

Once that procedure is 
secure, Crompton will 
move on to produce naug-

alube (also a petroleum 
additive product) before 
recommencing its crop 
protection processes, vi-
tavax.

In the meantime, Fer-
ris-White explained, 
the company has taken 
significant measures to 
prevent any future occur-
rences. 

Engineers have made 
several modifications 
to two temporary tanks 
– rented by the company 
while new ones are con-
structed – including a 
feature that detects sol-
vents present in the con-
tainers. 

Another process to be 
implemented is a nitro-
gen blanketing system to 
remove any oxygen from 
the structures – prevent-
ing any fire from spread-
ing.

An official startup date 
has not been issued, as 
the investigation has not 
concluded.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

More than two 
years in the mak-
ing, a new plan 

for tackling Elmira’s con-
taminated groundwater 
moved one step closer this 
week, earning a stamp of 
approval from Woolwich 
council.

The so-called optimiza-
tion plan – endorsed by 
a variety of experts in-
volved with the Cromp-
ton Public Advisory Com-
mittee (CPAC) – calls for 
changes to the Ministry 
of Environment control 

Woolwich backs Crompton’s new plan
New strategy would make groundwater cleanup more effective

order in place since 1992. 
Essentially, the plan calls 
for measures designed to 
speed up the rehabilita-
tion of groundwater con-
taminated for the past 15 
years.

The original MOE order 
calls for groundwater to 
be contained onsite at the 
Erb Street chemical plant, 
a process requiring a se-
ries of pumps that draw 
water toward the wells, 
allowing it to be removed 
and treated. The new plan 
would allow some of the 
water in the underground 
aquifers to migrate off 
the site, with new wells 

drilled to more effectively 
capture contaminated wa-
ter, CPAC hydrogeologist 
Wilf Ruland told council-
lors June 21.

“The ministry control 
order has been in place 
since ’92. Since then a se-
ries of pumping wells on 
the Crompton property 
have achieved that con-
tainment and remedia-
tion – there have been a 
few short lapses, but by 
and large the site has been 
contained since then. And 
it’s made a real difference 
to the quality of water off-
site … Things are improv-
ing steadily,” he said.

“Twelve years have 
gone by, and the situation 
is changing. What made 
sense in the ministry’s 
control order in 1992 
doesn’t necessarily make 
sense now.”

Water in the immediate 
vicinity of existing wells 
has become relatively 
clean, with those pumps 
becoming less effective 
in treating water farther 
away.

“The water is actually 
dirtier offsite now, and 
we want to shift our re-
mediation focus to some 
of the offsite places, and 
use that well capacity 

there.”
The new strategy pro-

vides more flexibility, he 
noted, moving pumping 
wells to where they can 
do more good.

“It’s a good thing to be 
doing – it means you’re 
spending your money on 
your pumping where it’s 
going to be the most ef-
fective.”

Under the plan, Cromp-
ton would be better able to 
meet the 2028 timeline for 
remediation of Elmira’s 
groundwater, imposed by 
the ministry as part of its 

control order. The plan 
must still be approved by 
Waterloo Region before 
being sent on to the MOE 
for its consideration, Ru-
land explained.

Praising the efforts of 
CPAC members in agree-
ing on the optimization 
plan, Coun. Pat McLean 
– the committee’s chair 
– called for speedy action 
on adopting the changes.

“We have come to a very 
productive end on this 
one, and are looking for 
the ministry to move it 
forward now.”
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abortion, military spend-
ing, same-sex marriage 
and child pornography. 
Three of the four parties 
were represented; Lynn 
Myers (Liberal), Len 
Carter (NDP) and Kris 
Stapleton (Green Party).

Signing the Kyoto Ac-
cord – an international 
agreement to reduce the 
emission of greenhouse 
gases – was one of the 
“defining moments” of 
his three terms in office, 
suggested Myers.

“I know that Kyoto and 
other measures are re-
quired and I was very 
proud to be part of that. It 
(the accord) is simply too 
important not to enact,” 
he told the crowd of about 
120 people who gathered 
at the Elmira Legion. 
“What about all these 
smog days we’re having? 
There’s already been 
six or seven [this year]. 
Things have changed 
dramatically.”

Both Stapleton and 
Carter shared that sup-
port for the accord, but 
called on additional steps 
to be made.

“It needs to be improved 
and strengthened … but 
the Green Party supports 
the accord,” Stapleton 
said, noting that while 
the United States has re-
fused to sign the accord, 
some areas of the coun-
try offer rebates for the 
purchase of an electric 
hybrid car.

“Which is better, hav-
ing your name on an ac-
cord, or actually working 
toward and achieving 
these [greenhouse-gas  
reduction] methods?”

Asked about their stance 
on federal participation 
to clean up Elmira’s con-
taminated groundwa-
ter all three candidates 
agreed there needs to 
be money and expertise 
forthcoming.

“We (Canada) have a 
record of importing tox-
ins. Cleaning up our own 
house, I think, is one 
of the most important 
things we can do for our 
children, for our chil-
dren’s children,” com-
mented Carter.

“We have to work to get 
the funding in place and 
the expertise to be part of 

the cleanup and be part of 
the solution, as opposed 
to seeing it go on and on,” 
Myers offered.

Conservative Party 
candidate Frank Luellau 
– whose party was fre-
quently criticized for its 
stance on social issues 
– was unable to attend 
the meeting because of 
a serious family illness. 
Often, when a candidate 
is unable to attend such 
an event, another party 
representative attends to 
offer their views. Howev-
er, there were no Conser-
vative representatives at 
the meeting, with the ex-
ception of a promotional 
materials display.

Several members of the 
public lamented the Par-
ty’s absence; numerous 
people had prepared ques-
tions specifically for Luel-
lau, based on prior com-
ments from either him 
or his party. Others sug-
gested the meeting lacked 
a right-wing perspective.

Despite his absence, 
fellow candidates didn’t 
pass up an opportunity 
to take swipes at the Con-
servative Party and its 

right-wing stance on so-
cial issues.

“Over the last 30 years 
we have had social peace 
on this issue (abortion) 
and to reopen that de-
bate and to get into a 
circumstance where we 
would, yet again, have 
that kind of fight in this 
country shouldn’t hap-
pen,” Myers commented, 
referring to a Conserva-
tive Party promise to al-
low an open vote on the 
matter in Parliament, if 
brought forward by one 
of its members. “I believe 
that a woman has a right 
to choose.”

The public also raised 
questions about the state 
of the Canadian armed 
forces, asking for candi-
date responses to the Con-
servative plan to boost 
spending in that area by 
$7 billion over five years.

“He (Conservative Party 
leader Stephen Harper) is 
going to put us $41 billion 
at least more in debt and 
he’s going to buy us an 
aircraft carrier that’s go-
ing to haul around heli-
copters to war zones so we 
can send our kids to get 

killed,” Carter suggested 
of how the Conservatives 
will achieve their elec-
tion promise. The NDP, 
however, is supportive of 
purchasing new helicop-
ters for use on peacekeep-
ing missions, he added.

“The strength of Can-
ada is not in the Cold 
War mentality thinking 
… but to ensure that we 
go to those areas where, 
as peacekeepers, we can 
make a difference and 
help failing or failed 
states get back on their 
feet,” contributed Myers.

“To spend the kind of 
money Stephen Harper 
is proposing is just un-
believable when that 
money could be very-well 
spent in other areas, for 
example health care, the 
environment, education, 
child care.”

Both members of the 
public and two of the 
candidates – Myers and 
Carter – chastised recent 
comments made by Harp-
er suggesting the Liber-
als and NDP are soft on 
child pornography.

“I have seen gutter poli-
tics in my life … but I 

have never seen anything 
the likes of what Stephen 
Harper said. If that’s the 
measure of Mr. Harper, 
then he doesn’t measure 
up,” the Liberal candi-
date responded, when 
asked for his reaction to 
the accusation.

“I’m a father of six and 
the only thing that could 
ever make me violent is 
putting those children in 
jeopardy. I am so angry 
that Mr. Harper would 
say the thing that he 
did. I expect an apology,” 
Carter stated in his open-
ing remarks.

“At the very first debate 
(in Kitchener-Conestoga) 
some things were said 
about gay marriage and 
about women’s rights for 
abortion. The person who 
said those things said so, 
I believe, through igno-
rance. Mr. Harper said 
this on purpose,” he add-
ed in responding to the 
public query, referring to 
suggestions made by Lu-
ellau at an all-candidates 
meeting in New Ham-
burg that homosexuality 
can be overcome through 
counselling.

All-candidates debate: not all, not much debate
Continued from cover
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ties.
“I’m assuming any 

problem they have has 
been there for a long 
time.”

Before housing Strauss 
Fuels, the site operated 
as a coal yard (prior to 
the 1950s), but had been 
used as a bulk gasoline 

plant since the mid-1950s. 
It came under the ESSO 
brand in 1990.

In 2002, Martin’s Elmira 
Truck Service – located 
across the street from 
the former Strauss Fu-
els – conducted a major 
ground remediation proj-
ect, at which time they 
discovered gasoline on 

the land.
“We did have some die-

sel problems, which we 
expected, from our own 
fuel depot. But we had 
a relatively large gaso-
line problem, which we 
did not expect. We basi-
cally chased it until we 
came to clean soil and 
it didn’t take us over 

to Imperial Oil,” he ex-
plained, noting traces of 
gasoline were detected 
in soil samples half way 
between the building and 
Arthur Street. “We still 
can’t explain why there 
was a bunch of gas on our 
property.

“We’re continuing to 
treat where our truck ser-

vice is. We cleaned up the 
site around our tanks and 
we’re continuing to treat 
some soil that is contami-
nated underneath the 
building,” he said, noting 
the contamination under 
the building is diesel and 
likely a result of his op-
eration.

When and if the analy-

sis indicates remedia-
tion efforts are needed, 
Imperial Oil will ad-
dress those concerns, 
Fox added. If offsite 
remediation is needed, 
negotiations over pro-
cess and cost would 
have to take place with 
the involved property 
owners.

ESSO assessing extent of contamination
Continued from page 4

FEDERAL ELECTION

Carter, 57, is a retired CBC television director with 
a strong background in the labour movement. Now 
running his own mediation business, Carter is a resi-
dent of Kitchener.
The NDP candidate has also served as a governor 

of Conestoga College, as chairperson of the Water-
loo-Wellington Training and Adjustment Board and 
as a member of the Youth Apprenticeship Program 
Advisory Board.

Reason for seeking pubic offi ce:
Credibility, accountability and honesty are the real 

reasons I accepted the nomination as a candidate in 
this federal election.
I am most adamant that we here in Kitchener-Con-

estoga have an honest, strong, responsible advocate 
for the people, of Kitchener and the Region of Wa-
terloo in the federal government. We need a person 
that is going to fi nd resolutions to our problems, a 
person that understands the marriage of the labour 
community and business and that the marriage is 
one without the option of divorce. 

Top 3 issues in this election:
1. Credibility: There has been a great deal of mis-

trust developed over the past few years and it is the 
politicians that are to blame. From as far back as the 
switch to Liberal from NDP at the provincial level 
dishonesty has reigned. The exact same situation oc-
curred with the Harris Tories and the current Liberals 
provincially. 
Federally the Liberals have been in power for the 

last 11 years, and have made a multitude of promises 
that have not been kept.

2. Health Care: All Canadians deserve high-quality 
health care, no matter where they live or what their 
income. A family’s health should never have to de-
pend on a family’s wealth – that is a principle that 
Canadians across the country respect and cherish.
Deep cuts by the Liberal government have hurt the 

quality and availability of services, eroded public 
confi dence, opened the door to privatization and 
sowed the seeds for a system that allows people with 
money to get better, faster care than others.

3. Clean air and water: Canada can build a green 
and prosperous economy. We can create jobs as we 
clean our air and water. We can build for tomorrow 
by becoming a world leader in renewable energy, 
and I am proud to be part of the only party listening 
to Canadians when they say that’s what they want.

Top 3 priorities if elected:
1. See above Q1
2. See above Q2-3
3. See above Q2-3

In my own words:
I’m offering our community honesty, credibility and 

accountability, a chance for our community to move 
ahead.
You can count on me to fi ght for the things that 

matter to our community, such as affordable health 
care for you and your family that is public, not priva-
tized, and profi t making. Like family farms and not 
factory farms. Like real childcare and not just more 
false promises and destitution for our greatest re-
source. And many, many more of the issues that you 
care about.

2004

Luellau, 65, is carrying the fl ag for the new Conserva-
tive Party. Retired from his job as executive director of 
the Canadian Council of Christian Charities, the Elmira 
man is taking his fi rst run at federal politics.
Born in Germany, he came to Canada as a teen, resid-

ing in Manitoba, British Columbia and Alberta before 
settling in Elmira in 1981. He has served on a number 
of agencies and boards over that time, including act-
ing as chair of Green Bay Baptist Camp, president of 
Kelowna Foster Parents Association, and co-chair of 
the Woolwich Township Family Violence Prevention 
Committee.

Reason for seeking public offi ce:
I believe in the Canadian system of parliamentary 

democracy. I also have concluded that some of the 
fundamental principles of the Canadian parliamentary 
democracy have been eroding. I would like to do my 
part in seeing parliamentary democracy restored and 
strengthened. 

Top 3 issues in this election:
1. Public health care: A viable, public health-care 

service that all Canadians have access to, on a timely 
basis, regardless of ability to pay. 

2. Responsible management of public funds: A gov-
ernment that will manage the country’s affairs with 
integrity and that will be transparent in how it gives 
account of itself to Canadians, in other words that will 
be accountable. 

3. A government in Ottawa that Canadians will 
trust: Trust cannot be legislated or bought. It must be 
earned. It is easily lost. Promises not kept by the politi-
cians who made them is a sure way of losing trust. In 
the fi nal analysis the democratic defi cit in Canada is a 
trust defi cit that can only be rectifi ed when honesty, 
integrity and accountability are restored. 

Top 3 priorities if elected:
1. Represent the interests of the constituents of 

Kitchener-Conestoga: The riding includes a healthy 
balance of urban and rural communities. I look for-
ward to serving these complementary aspects in this 
riding. My background is in agriculture, having been 
raised on a farm and working in the agri-business for 
the fi rst 16 years of my adult working life. For the last 
20 years my work experience has related more to areas 
of general concern. 

2. A government that will manage the country’s af-
fairs with integrity and that will be transparent in how 
it gives account of itself to Canadians. 

3. I want to see a government in Ottawa that Cana-
dians will trust. That to me is of the highest priority. 
In addition, Canada needs to reform certain parts of 
how our democracy works: allow free votes in the 
House of Commons; appointments to the Supreme 
Court to be ratified by Parliament;  fixed election 
dates 

In my own words:
I want to earn the trust of the residents of Kitch-

ener-Conestoga in order to have them participate in 
the democratic institutions and processes with confi -
dence. 

A New Hamburg resident, Myers, 53, is the incumbent 
MP for Waterloo-Wellington, representing the riding 
which this time around becomes Kitchener-Conestoga 
for seven years.
A school teacher prior to his election to the House 

of Commons in 1997, Myers also served as mayor and 
councillor in Wilmot Township, as a regional council-
lor and as chair of the Waterloo Region Police Service 
Board.

Reason for seeking public offi ce:
I want to help my fellow citizens in the many ways 

their lives become entwined with government. I believe 
that the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the Canada 
Health Act and other statements of our nation’s funda-
mental values and beliefs need vigorous defense.

Top 3 issues in this election:
1. Health care: I am committed to strengthening Can-

ada’s health-care system by shortening waiting lists 
for important services and increasing accessibility for 
all Canadians regardless of where they live.
2. Environment: I am proud of Canada’s leadership 

role in advancing the Kyoto protocol to reduce green-
house gas emissions. The Kyoto protocol is the founda-
tion of our environment plan. 
3. New deal for municipalities: The Liberal Party has in-

troduced a “New Deal for Municipalities” which has re-
ceived wide-spread endorsement from municipal lead-
ers across Canada and from our community as well.

Top 3 priorities if elected:
1. To get Elmira listed in the Great Lakes Water Qual-

ity Agreement to ensure that there is a cleanup of 
Agent Orange, dioxins and other contaminants.

2. To ensure that Woolwich gets funding for infra-
structure projects just as I did for Wellesley for the con-
struction of the new Linwood Community Centre.

3. To seek more federal involvement in education for 
Canadians of all ages. As a former teacher I know that 
the future prosperity of Canada will be determined by 
the investments we make today in education. Early 
childhood education projects are particularly crucial.

In my own words:
I am proud to have been your member of Parliament 

for the past seven years. My experience over the past 
25 years at the municipal, regional and federal levels, 
and my teaching experience have given me a good un-
derstanding of the needs of our local community and 
its residents. With your help we can make Canada a 
country that is the envy of the world and a great place 
to raise our families.

At 36, Stapleton is the youngest of the candidates 
vying to represent Kitchener-Conestoga. Currently 
unemployed, the Kitchener residents spent eight 
years as a correctional offi cer. During two of those 
years, she served as president of the union local.

Reason for seeking public offi ce:
I have seen the federal government in operation 

from the inside – I am aware of what is good and 
what is not. I believe changes are needed in how 
we operate on this planet; we cannot sustain our 
environment through our current activities.

Top 3 issues in this election:
1. Accountable government: Trust and account-

ability must be restored, and could be, through 
public accessibility.

2. Sustainability: Both in the environment as a 
whole and in specifi c activities and programs.

3. Health care: Maintain publicly accessible and 
publicly delivered health care, addressing preven-
tion as a priority.

Top 3 priorities if elected:
1. Fight for proportional representation, a demo-

cratic way to form government.

2. Support alternative fuels and energy sources 
– wind power, solar power, hybrid vehicles.

3. Connect with the constituents to address the 
issues most important to them.

In my own words:
The Green Party’s platform is based on sustain-

ability, sustainability of the environment in gen-
eral and on specifi c issues such as health care and 
farming. The platform works together in a compre-
hensive and harmonious fashion – it makes sense.

LEN CARTER FRANK LUELLAU LYNN MYERS KRIS STAPLETON

FEDERAL RIDING OF KITCHENER - CONESTOGA

LEN CARTER, NDP FRANK LUELLAU, CONSERVATIVE LYNN MYERS, LIBERAL KRIS STAPLETON, GREEN

KITCHENER - CONESTOGA

RIDING PROFILE

•Population: 96,710 
(48,095 male/48,605 female)
•Employment rate: 71.3 
(national average is 61.5)
•Unemployment rate: 4.6 
(national average is 7.4)
•Average individual income: $31,815 
(national average is $29,769)
•Average household income: $67,372 
(national average is $58,360)
•Average family income: $72,893 
(national average is $66,160)
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They said they were very touched by Dan and his story. 
They followed the news very closely ...

LuAnn Snyder, mother of the late Dan Snyder, explains 
how The Tragically Hip came to dedicate a song in memory 
of the NHL player. 

» Everybody loves a party
While the election gives Canadians 
little to cheer about (and a wrong de-
cision could be even more painful), we 
will have something to celebrate later 
next week: Canada Day. Regardless 
of Monday’s results, we’ll still enjoy a 
good party come July 1.

» Going underground
A treatment plan for Elmira’s con-
taminated groundwater. Delayed 
work on the Lobsinger Line recon-
struction. Soil samples in Elmira’s 
north end. All recent stories, they 
reveal the perils of neglecting envi-
ronmental considerations.

» Opposition ghost stories
With the haunting prospect of a 
minority Conservative government 
floating in the background, another 
horrible, if familiar, specter reared its 
head this week: Quebec separatism. 
A big win by would-be Harper allies 
in the BQ is touted as the road to an-
other referendum. 

Reformers will make Canada right
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THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Holding our 
collective noses

I’m all in favour of 
change, the kind on 
the minds of the Al-

liance folks fixin’ to win 
the election next week. 
We is lookin’ for some-
thing different from them 
Liberals, so change is in 
the air – change of the 
Stephen Harper kind that 
is goin’ to take us back 
to where we was. Right 
thinkin’ folks know we 
had too much red and not 
enough true-blue notions 
goin’ on for years – even 
the Conservatives was 
none too conservative.

Now that’s all changed 
with the Reform takin’ 
over: change is going to 
mean something, with lead-
ers of proper moral fiber to 
do away with all them lefty 
programs and put the fear 
of God back into them that 
don’t want to live right.

For those of us who re-
member when folks was 
decent, the right kind of 
change is just what we is 
lookin’ for.

NO EXCUSES FOR THOSE 
WHO PREY ON THE WEAK
Speaking of degener-

ates, I seen how a couple 
of real sick perverts has 
been in the news of late. 
Them two pedophiles – 
one of ‘em in Toronto, the 
other over there in Bel-

gium – is reason enough 
to bring back some tough 
laws and to go harsher on 
the sickest of criminals.

Time was, folks would 
know how to take care of 
them bums, without wait-
in’ for some fancy lawyer 
and commie judge to slap 
‘em on the wrist. Now, 
these useless types is 
coddled instead of gettin’ 
what’s comin’ to them.

Actually, time was when 
a man was a man, not 
some sick SOB who does 
unnatural things to kids. 
Times has changed … and 
not for the better, that’s for 
sure. A real man knows 
he’s in charge, lookin’ af-
ter the womenfolk and the 
children – that’s his job, 
just like it’s the woman’s 
job to look after the fam-
ily. That’s the natural 
order, which sickoes like 
them two perverts never 
learned to take to heart 
– instead, they was more 
intent on the evils of the 
flesh than obeyin’ the 
good word.

Many folks is upset 
about these stories, on ac-
count of how unthinkable 

it is to harm a child. All 
sorts of people is makin’ 
excuses, tryin’ to figure 
out how someone could 
do these things – they is 
blamin’ pornography and 
the parents and whatever 
else, tryin’ to put a label 
on it. Fact is, some people 
is just plain evil.

OTTAWA AIN’T MY IDEA OF 
A VACATION DESTINATION
The wife says I’m gettin’ 

too worked up over this 
election, that I ought to 
take a break and get away 
some place. She ain’t real-
ly worried about me, just 
lookin’ for an excuse to go 
someplace else to spend 
my money on more use-
less crap we don’t need in 
the first place.

Seein’ how I’m inter-
ested in the politics – and 
hearin’ how the Observer 
boys was in Ottawa win-
nin’ some awards – she 
suggested maybe we could 
go there for the weekend, 
or some such thing.

Now, maybe that’s her 
idea of a good time, but 
I’m pretty sure my blood 
pressure ain’t gonna get 

no better lookin’ at all the 
money wasted on things 
in Ottawa – those of you 
that’ve been there know 
what I’m talkin’ about. 
And ain’t nothin’ going 
to get the blood to boiling 
like that whole “national 
capital region” thing 
whereby they is sending 
my hard-earned money 
over to Quebec so that the 
separatists got something 
of their own when they 
thumb their noses at us 
proper Canadians.

Why, for goodness sake, 
would I want to go check 
out that waste?

Of course, gettin’ there 
is a nightmare in itself, 
what with the traffic on 
the 401 – now that it ain’t 
covered in snow, it’s cov-
ered in construction. 
And that mess don’t even 
include all them trucks 
headin’ up and down the 
highway, nor them who 
gives the one-finger sa-
lute to law-abiding folks 
who thinks the speed 
limit is something you do 
between startin’ out and 
passin’ everybody doin’ a 
hundred miles an hour.

Just talkin’ about it was 
enough for me to need the 
nitro, though on the posi-
tive, the wife ain’t talkin’ 
about no more vacations 
right now.

Itching for change, voters in Ontario have been ex-
tremely volatile in selecting a provincial govern-
ment, jumping in quick succession from Tory, to 
Liberal, to NDP, to Tory to Liberal over the past 

couple of decades.
Now, with one third of the seats in Monday’s federal 

election, Ontario will play a pivotal role in deciding 
the complexion of Canada’s next government … which 
should be a Liberal one.

As voters here, we need to keep in mind the dog’s 
breakfast that’s been on display at Queen’s Park. And, 
as much as many Ontarians are ticked off at Dalton Mc-
Guinty, we need only recall the havoc wreaked by Mike 
Harris and company to understand change really can be 
a double-edged sword.

On a national level – and with voters’ noses in this 
province especially out of joint – there is a great senti-
ment toward change. Unfortunately, with the alterna-
tive being the newly labeled, but otherwise unchanged, 
Alliance party, we would be truly cutting off our out-of-
joint noses to spite our faces.

As we’ve noted, while this party bears the Conserva-
tive moniker, this is not the party of Sir John A. Mac-
donald. This is not the safe alternative to the Liberals, 
our “natural governing party.”

Rather, this is a party with more akin to the Republi-
can party south of the border, intent on doing right only 
by a small number of friends, and willing to sacrifice the 
common good for the sake of ideology. As in George W. 
Bush’s America, the focus is on division, on a narrow 
spectrum of what they think is right for everyone.

That philosophy has been on ample display in Kitch-
ener-Conestoga, where Conservative candidate Frank 
Luella – when he’s been around – has made statements 
about homosexuality and abortion that fly in the face of 
the “official” party line. That many other Conservative 
candidates hold similar views – none reprimanded by 
the newly whitewashed Stephen Harper – speaks to the 
party’s real agenda.

A quick look at the party’s platform and election prom-
ises is enough to make things clear. While maintaining 
they’re the party of fiscal responsibility, the Conserva-
tives have promised spending increases and tax cuts 
that would lead to billions of dollars in deficits. Spend-
ing on the military and so-called law-and-order priori-
ties, while slashing taxes (primarily for upper-income 
earners and corporations) would inevitably lead to fiscal 
restraint – code for cutting social programs.

You need look no further than to the U.S., where the same, 
tired trickle-down economics have handed Americans 
there largest deficit ever, while eroding the economy.

The real battle will be for each of us to hold our noses 
– there is a stink coming from Ottawa – and vote for the 
Liberals in order to prevent a Tory win. Even a minor-
ity Conservative government, requiring an allegiance 
with the Bloc (shades of Brian Mulroney), could be di-
sastrous.

If ever there was a time for a “none-of-the-above” line 
on the ballot, this is perhaps it: Canadians are increas-
ingly jaded by politicians and apathetic about influenc-
ing the government agenda. The simple act of casting a 
ballot seems futile.

However, voting to throw the bums out, or simply ignor-
ing the whole process, won’t make you any less vulner-
able to a Conservative-led disintegration of what makes 
us Canadian.

As much as a protest vote might feel good – whether it’s 
for the Tories, NDP or Greens – the real strategic vote is 
Liberal. Here in Kitchener-Conestoga, that means put-
ting your “X” beside the name Lynn Myers.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Is it important to 
vote on June 28th? 
Why or why not?”

Susan
Barran

“NO, NO ... MR. MYERS ... YOU MISUNDERSTAND. I BELIEVE ALL CANADIANS
ARE EQUAL ... SOME ARE JUST A LITTLE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS ...”

“Most defi-
nitely. It’s your 
d e m o c r a t i c 
right.”

Alexandra
Cumming

“Yes it is. I think 
it’s a duty, an 
obligation for 
everybody.”

John
Hill

“Yes, it’s im-
portant to have 
your say.”

Jeremy
Weber

“Yes. A lot of 
people grumble 
about the way 
things are, but if 
you don’t vote, 
we’re not going 
to change it.”
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Volatile Ontario voters will decide East-West PM divide

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Heed warnings about 
Conservatives in power

▼ See WHERE page 10

Politicians do not care 
what we really think

All the trauma, all 
the drama, over 
this strange elec-

tion is whether a boy 
from the flat prairie can 
make it past the Mani-
toba border and win the 
hearts of those vital On-
tario voters, who control 
one-third of Canada’s bal-
lots.

What no one notes is 
that for half a century 
now, 50 per cent of our 
prime ministers have 
come from that supposed-
ly-dreaded Western Can-
ada sumphole: four from 
Western Canada, four 
from Central Canada. 

The fact that three of 
the four didn’t last very 
long is one thing. But the 
neglected fact is that Ca-
nadian voters as a whole 
trusted the four enough 
to put them in 24 Sussex 
Drive.

That’s exactly what the 
ever-fitful, ever-change-
able Ontario voters – who 
will decide this election 
on Monday – are trying to 
figure out. Is the new boy 
too new, too untested and 
not reliable? But Stephen 
Harper has had four who 

have gone before him, wi-
ining the big prize.

At one side of the Berlin 
wall at the Manitoba bor-
der: John Diefenbaker, 
Joe Clark, Kim Campbell, 
John Turner – product of 
the University of British 
Columbia, who repre-
sented a Vancouver rid-
ing when he became PM.

On the other side of the 
allegedly-impregnable 
wall: Lester Pearson, 
Pierre Trudeau, Jean 
Chrétien, Paul Martin – 
Pearson the only one not 
a Quebec lawyer.

(In fact, if you go back 
a bit further, to Alber-
ta’s R.B. Bennett – fol-
lowed by Mackenzie King 
and Louis St. Laurent 
– it would show Western 
Canada with five of the 
last 11 prime ministers. 
Not a bad show for a 
sparsely-populated re-
gion up against the mil-
lions decorating Ontario 
and Quebec.)

One fateful morning 
early in 1980, Prime Min-
ister Joe Clark had his 
usual staff meeting with 
his senior – and some ju-
nior – aides. He was about 

to close the routine gath-
ering with a casual query 
asking if anyone else had 
anything to bring up.

“Yes,” said Nancy Ja-
mieson, a pretty blonde 
who was all of 25, “you’re 
going to lose the vote to-
night.”

That would be the vote of 
non-confidence (moved by 
an NDP MP by the name 
of Bob Rae) on Finance 
Minister John Crosbie’s 
budget. She could count, 
and Joe’s men couldn’t. 
After all, she was female. 
They laughed.

All they had to do was 
to offer a minor com-
mittee vice-chair to one 
of the small and lonely 
rump of Social Credit 
MPs from Quebec – or 
a “fact-finding” mission 
to Australia at Christ-
mas time.

Instead this was Tough 
Joe who had declared 
his minority government 
was going to govern “as 

if it was a majority” – the 
worst political decision 
since the Emperor Cal-
igula of Rome made his 
horse a pro-consul. And 
so Tough Joe’s govern-
ment fell that night. Who 
listens to a girl?

And so the three West-
ern Canadian PMs since 
Dief – Joe, Turner and 
Campbell – lasted a to-
tal of only 17 months in 
power. Ontario will de-
cide if it trusts the new 
boy. Its public is more 
volatile than recognized. 
Ontario voters in three 
elections went from Da-
vid Peterson’s Liberals 
to Rae’s NDP to the Mike 
Harris Tories. No other 
province has flipped so 
quickly.

Monday? Hold onto your 
hat.

QUOTE FROM 
THE PAST: 

“Behind every success-
ful man,” said Maryon 
Pearson, the sardonic 

wife of Lester Pearson, 
“stands a surprised 
mother-in-law.”

AND ANOTHER 
THING: 

Speaking of Chick Turn-
er – his nickname at UBC 
where he was once voted 
most popular student 
on campus, while also 
becoming the Canadian 
100-yard sprint champion 
– some 200 of us gathered 
at the Chateau Laurier  
the other night to cel-
ebrate the old boy’s 75th 
birthday.

Turner is a Greek trag-
edy. He never knew his fa-
ther, a British journalist 
who died in the Far East 
when his son was just 
two. His strong mother, 
one of C.D. Howe’s Dollar-
a-Year wartime manda-
rins, noticed from their 
Rockcliffe home that 
Mackenzie King walked 
his dog every morning 
nearby.

She bought a dog and 
sent young John out on 
the same path and so 
met the solitary PM. He 
was groomed for great-
ness early on. Hollywood 
handsome, he sent the 

Fleet Street tabloids wild 
when he danced the en-
tire evening with Prin-
cess Margaret in Victo-
ria, where his stepfather 
was lieutenant-governor. 
Fleet Street didn’t know 
strong Catholic John 
would never be accepted 
by the royals.

Chick told the crowd of 
his first entrée into poli-
tics, running in a Mon-
treal riding controlled 
by the celebrated Frank 
Hanley, a ward-heeler 
right out of Tammany 
Hall traditions. Every 
night, Hanley would 
take the 32 neophyte 
door-knocking, greeted 
by ladies who willingly 
signed pledges for the 
rookie.

The rookie could never 
figure out why no hus-
bands answered the 
door. Weren’t they home 
from work by 8 p.m.? Or 
even 10 p.m.? Puzzled, 
he asked Hanley who re-
plied, “Young man, you 
need the votes. You’ve 
just signed up every bor-
dello in Montreal.”

Turner told us: “I got 
the horizontal vote.”  

To the Editor,
I received a phone call 

from the Liberal Party on 
June 13. I did not give the 
caller a chance to talk, 
but I assumed she was 
calling to ask which way 
I am going to vote.

I then received a phone 
call from the Conserva-
tives on June 15 asking 
how I will vote.

Well, I am so totally dis-
gusted with the govern-
ment these days, I don’t 
know which way I am go-
ing to vote.

When it comes to trying 
to attain power, we Cana-
dians mean the world – 
they blow kisses, whisper 
in our ears and romance 
us, promise us milk and 
honey, then when they 

To the Editor,
With the election just 

around the corner, I hope 
people are realizing how 
dangerous a government 
led by Stephen Harper 
would be.

Canada’s cultural and 
artistic leaders, our Na-
tive leaders, lots of econo-
mists, Joe Clark and oth-
er red Tories, the mayors 
of the 22 largest Cana-
dian cities, and various 
minority and women’s 
organizations have all ex-
pressed grave concerns 
about a possible Conser-
vative government.

I sincerely hope voters 
heed their warnings and 
stop this radical party 
from coming to power.

Darrell Schinkel
Elmira
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More principled than Greens, more strategic than Liberals

Where was my call 
when new health tax 
levy was decided?

Continued from page 9
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get power we mean no 
more than cash cows.

We don’t get phone calls 
when they decide to im-
plement a health care 
levy, and what we think 
or how we feel about a 
scandal – no we don’t get 
a say at all.

Sure, we have a voice, 
and the only time we get 
to use it is when they 
call for a contest for the 
boss of the sandbox, af-
ter which nobody gives a 
rat’s behind what the av-
erage Canadian thinks.

Mike Nicholson
Elmira

With days to go be-
fore Canadians 
cast their bal-

lots, there appears to still 
be some confusion among 
progressives about how 
to vote. Whether your 
vote is a principled vote 
(who has the best policies 
in a range of areas and 
the credibility to imple-
ment them) or a strategic 
vote (how to keep Ste-
phen Harper’s Conserva-
tives from being elected), 
the NDP has earned your 
vote.

Let’s start with the 
Greens. As they read that 
sentence, I can guarantee 
you that Green Party or-
ganizers were murmur-
ing with satisfaction with 
having been mentioned 

in such a prominent man-
ner. Having achieved 
their goal of running 
candidates in all 308 rid-
ings (even if a few of them 
have never so much as 
visited those ridings), the 
Greens have spent the en-
tire campaign complain-
ing about being ignored. 
I don’t think they should 
be ignored. But, I don’t 
think they should be sup-
ported either.

If you care about the 
environment, your vote 
should go to the NDP. It 
simply has the best and 
most comprehensive plat-
form on environmental 
issues (as well as other 
issues). Now, I’m an NDP 
partisan, so my bias 
might cause you to ques-

tion that assessment. So, 
let’s look at what the ex-
perts say.

Greenpeace Canada 
evaluated five political 
parties on their plat-
forms and their answers 
to questions relating to 
energy, food, nature and 
peace. According to the 
organization, “parties 
were given some cred-
ibility for addressing 
an issue, but received 
higher grades for a more 
detailed proposal.” The 
NDP scored ‘A’s in all 
four categories, while the 

Green Party scored two 
‘A’s and two ‘B’s (still bet-
ter than the Liberals and 
way better than the Re-
formatories).

The Sierra Club issued 
its own report card, giv-
ing the NDP an ‘A+’ and 
the Green Party an ‘A’. 
According to their re-
port, “the Green platform 
is not as specific and does 
not make as many de-
tailed commitments on 
as many topics as either 
the New Democrats or 
the Bloc Quebecois. The 
Bloc Quebecois and the 
New Democratic Party 
platforms are clearly 
the strongest ... Once the 
answers to the question-
naire are factored into 
the analysis, the stron-
gest set of environmental 
promises comes from the 
New Democratic Party.”

Paul Muldoon of the Ca-
nadian Environmental 
Law Association recently 
appeared on CBC Radio 
and spoke about the par-
ties’ environmental com-
mitments. Asked about 
the NDP platform, Mul-
doon said: “Well, by far, it 
is the most sophisticated 
and detailed platform. 
It talks about energy, 
transportation, water, 
toxins, biodiversity. Two 
comments on what dif-
ferentiates it, apart from 

its detail. One is that it 
really does integrate the 
environment with all the 
other issues – social poli-
cy and economic issues … 
In fact, the documents try 
really hard to separate 
the core environment 
from all the other issues 
it tries to address. 

“The other thing which 
is quite interesting is, 
and that I was surprised 
at quite frankly, is how 
practical the document 
is. It talks about very 
practical things that can 
be done. Because one of 
the things that I judge 
it is, is it real? Can it 
be done? ... They’re not 
sort of just esoteric com-
mitments. They’re very 
practical things that they 
want done with specific 
targets. So you know, in 
terms of sophistication, 
that document – and I 
think it probably reflects 
the background and ex-
perience of Jack Layton, 
who has a long history of 
advocating for green is-
sues.” 

On the other hand, Mul-
doon had this to say about 
the Green platform: “To 
me it lacked detail ... It 
lacked the sophistication 
and reality-check that I 
looked for ... They com-
mit to Kyoto, but there’s 
no road map, no detail. ... 
In effect, the NDP kind of 
scooped the Green Party 
in that way, in the degree 
of sophistication and de-
tail in their platform.”

Of course, not everyone 

believes that they have 
the luxury of voting based 
on principle. There are 
many progressives who 
plan to vote out of fear, 
voting Liberal in order to 
keep out what Cambridge 
MP Janko Peric calls “the 
forces of darkness” (you 
know, those people who 
– just like Peric and more 
than of his Liberal cau-
cus colleagues – would 
vote against same-sex 
marriage and abortion 
rights). I have two words 
for those people: Dalton 
McGuinty. Last fall (and 
in the previous provin-
cial election), hundreds 
of thousands of people 
who preferred the NDP 
platform voted Liberal 
in order to defeat Ontar-
io’s version of Stephen 
Harper. Ontario voters 
soon learned that voting 
Liberal to stop the Con-
servatives is like cutting 
off your ear to combat an 
earache.

Moreover, the Liberals 
are collapsing so badly 
that they may not have 
the strength to stop a 
Conservative victory in 
many ridings. Even rid-
ings that were solidly Lib-
eral in 2000 are turning 
into Conservative-NDP 
races. In those ridings, 
a strategic vote for the 
Liberals will merely en-
sure that a Conservative 
gets elected. And, even if 
that vote does help elect a 
Liberal, where’s the real 
substantive difference 
between the two parties?

To the Editor,
I am deeply concerned 

about the prospect of the 
Conservative Party win-
ning this election.  I am 
worried because the past 
chances we gave them at 
governing have ended in 
economic disaster.

Just like Brian Mul-
roney did, the Conserva-
tives have plans to jack up 
government spending to 
record levels.  They have 
no ideas on how to pay for 
their wild promises, and 
even the right wing C.D. 
Howe Institute has sound-
ed the alarm bells, saying 
that the Conservatives’ 
promises are unsustain-
able and would result in 

a budget shortfall of $40-
$50 billion. These plans 
would plunge us back into 
deficit, damage our global 
economic credibility, and 
radically increase our 
huge national debt.

The Conservatives plan 
$89.4 billion in new spend-
ing over five years, while 
the NDP have promised 
$63.4 billion and the Lib-
erals $53.8 billion. The 
Liberals’ plan has been 
blessed by many main-
stream economists, and 
the NDP has acknowl-
edged that their party 
would raise corporate 
and income taxes to pay 
for their promises. 

The Conservative plan 
is by far the least fiscally 
prudent of the four main 
parties. The last Conser-
vative government had 
interest and unemploy-
ment rates sky-high, and 
the debt hit record levels. 
Thankfully, the Liberal 
Party has fixed it all.

The economy is of the 
utmost importance, as all 
other issues hinge on it, 
and the Liberals are assur-
edly the best when it comes 
to handling fiscal issues. 
They’ve proven themselves 
more competent than the 
Conservatives, and deserve 
to be re-elected.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

Conservatives’ wild 
promises really scary
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Awarded excellence in healthy options Forget the cheques, bring your bank card Reassessments lower tax base by $1.4 million
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725 King Street North, Waterloo — 577-6131
JW USED FURNITURE (1 Block up from King St. & Northfield Exit)

Regional Rd 15 Off Hwy 85 - You Can’t Miss the Sign!
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OPEN JUNE 25-JULY 1 FROM 9:30 AM -8:30 PM

Only in
Elmira!

 Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira   TEL: 669-0790/0799
(AT THESE PRICES YOU SAVE $20 PER BATCH OVER K-W COSTS)

CANADA DAY
SPECIAL

(Price valid for 1 week only)
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Can you make 30 bottles
of Riesling for 89 dollars.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With high gas 
prices, more 
people are 
opting to stay 

at home rather than take 
to the roads on vacation 
when it comes time to 
relax. Often, the yard is 
where they’re spending 
time. With that in mind, 
Glen Allan farmer Tony 
Cassel decided to capi-
talize on the growing op-
portunities: he recently 
launched Rock Glen 
Diggin’, a landscaping 
and trenching business 
scaled to meet residential 
demands.

“I feel the market is 
getting stronger for that 
type of service,” he told 
the Observer, noting his 
equipment is capable of 
fitting just about any-
where. Much of his work, 
outside of farming, of 
course, is geared toward 
landscaping jobs that 
would be cumbersome 
by hand – such as install-
ing/moving clothes line 
posts or flowerbeds – but 
too small to require the 
industrial-size equip-
ment available through 
most companies.

“What I’m seeing is peo-
ple are doing more things 

A trio of Woolwich restaurants were among 26 in the region to receive 
the Eat Smart! Award of excellence June 21. At the Crossroads (Elmira), 
Benjamin’s Restaurant (St. Jacobs) and Black Forest Inn (Conestogo) were 
recognized by the WRHD for offering healthy eating options.

Diggin’ new venture
Rock Glen Diggin’ caters to smaller landscaping jobs

to make their backyard 
their getaway; especial-
ly with gas prices the 
way they are; instead of 
travelling more, they’re 
spending more time fix-
ing up their backyards.”

The business, which 
will help support his 
livestock farming opera-
tion, started two weeks 
ago when he purchased 
a loader backhoe. There 
are already a handful of 

jobs lined up. 
“I really enjoyed doing it 

because you’re always do-
ing something different 
and dealing with people. 
And I enjoy working out-
side,” he said. “Being in 
agriculture my whole life 
… I know that if you don’t 
do it right the first time, 
you don’t get a second 
chance. If you plant a crop 
and don’t do it properly, 
you’re not going to get 

the end result you want. 
That’s the philosophy I 
use in my business.”

Three generations of 
his family have farmed 
the Glen Allan property, 
which includes 160 acres, 
with another 50 acres 
rented nearby. The bulk 
of the operation is live-
stock oriented, though 
cash crops are grown for 
feed purposes.

Cassel has been consider-

ing getting into this kind 
of work for the past sev-
eral years. Now seemed 
like the best time to do 
so, he suggested, because 
of the hardships related 
to the BSE (mad-cow dis-
ease) scare that’s plagued 
Canadian cattle farmers, 
as well as the growing at-
tention people are paying 
to the esthetics of their 
properties.

He also gained experi-

ence with heavy machin-
ery while working for a 
manufacturer in Water-
loo for 15 years, prior to 
returning fulltime to the 
family’s farming busi-
ness.

“The farm gives me the 
flexibility to work around 
whatever needs to be 
done,” he said of the time 
he will dedicate to the new 
venture. “A lot of hom-
eowners work during the 
day, well maybe I could 
pop by in the evening.”

Prior to starting Rock 
Glen Diggin’, Cassel also 
did a little market research 
to gauge the local market. 
In doing so, he contacted 
several area companies 
about having some back-
yard work done.

“Most of them didn’t call 
back,” he said, adding 
that those who did call 
back weren’t available 
for quite some time. “It 
was at least two weeks be-
fore anybody would even 
schedule it in.”

With the new business in 
place, it didn’t take long to 
attract clients.

“It’s almost overwhelm-
ing the response that I’ve 
got in such a short time,” 
he said, noting he’s filled 
with confidence for the fu-
ture as a result. “A dream 
is coming true.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

Wellesley Township residents will soon have a new option when it comes 
to paying their tax and water bills. On June 22 council approved a motion 
that will see the installation of an Interac direct payment machine. How-
ever, council will review the popularity of the new venture in 18 months.

Taking a closer look at their computer-based municipal property as-
sessment values, MPAC dropped $1.4 million in property value from the 
Wellesley Township tax rolls. Council approved the reduction June 22. 
The reduction was anticipated when the 2004 budget was set.

LOADING UP  Glen Allan farmer Tony Cassel – seen here with son Blake, 7 – recently started Rock Glen Diggin’ and landscaping and trenching 
business geared toward jobs too big to do by hand, but too small to need industrial-size equipment.
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FighttheBite!

Protecting your health.

Protect yourself when working outdoors: wear mosquito netting, long sleeves and 
long pants. Tuck your pants into your socks for extra protection. Use bug repellent 
containing DEET and avoid being outdoors from dusk to dawn when mosquitoes 
are most active. To learn more visit our Web site or call for a brochure.
1-877-234-4343 TTY 1-800-387-5559  www.HealthyOntario.com

West Nile virus: Working outdoors.
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Thousands of spec-
tators got a lesson 
in the Old West 
version of the 

three ‘R’s – ridin’, ropin’ 
and ‘rasslin’ – as the cow-
boys rode into Milverton 
last weekend.

Those fundamentals 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira native 
Dennis Wideman 
last week took 
a monumental 

step toward achieving 
his dream of playing 
in the National Hockey 
League. On June 17, the 
defenceman signed a 
contract to join the St. 
Louis Blues hockey club, 
assigned to their affiliate 
in the American Hockey 
League – the Worcester 

Dennis Wideman gets the affiliate Blues
Elmira native signs on with AHL team, hopes NHL not far away

Ice Cats.
“It’s what every kid 

wants to do. Every hockey 
player eventually wants 
to play in the NHL and to 
sign with an NHL team, 
you’re one step closer. It’s 
an exciting time,” he told 
the Observer. “There’s 
still a long way to go un-
til you get to play in the 
NHL. I made the first 
step, got my foot in the 
door.

“I’ve played hockey 
since I was a little kid, 
so I’ve always wanted to 

play in the NHL.”
Wideman joins the Ice 

Cats after spending four 
seasons in the Ontario 
Hockey League, mostly 
with the London Knights. 
During his OHL ca-
reer, he suited up for 208 
games and racked up 170 
points (64 goals and 106 
assists), in addition to his 
defensive duties. He also 
racked up 325 penalty 
minutes.

“He was our key guy de-
fencively. This guy logged 
35-minutes a game for us 

and really had a passion 
to win,” offered Mark 
Hunter, co-owner and 
general manager of the 
Knights. “He was super 
for us. I can’t say enough 
about him.”

In 2002, Wideman was an 
eighth-round draft pick 
of the Buffalo Sabers, but 
returned to the Knights 
as an over-age player af-
ter Buffalo failed to sign 
him to a contract. 

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
Junior B club also ben-
efited from Wideman’s 

talents for a season, 1998-
1999. That year, he played 
in 47 games and landed 48 
points (18 goals and 30 as-

sists).
Having only spent one 

day in training when 
contacted by the Observ-
er at his Worcester hotel, 
the differences between 
the OHL and AHL had al-
ready left an impression 
on Wideman. He, along 
with several other pros-
pects, spent the week in 
training.

“It’s a lot faster and the 
guys are a lot stronger. 
It’s going to be a tough 
step and it’s going to take 

▼ See ELMIRA’s page 15

Learning the cowboy way
Fourteenth annual Milverton rodeo a success, say organizers

were front and center as 
the community celebrat-
ed the 14th annual incar-
nation of the event, which 
ran June 18-20.

“It didn’t rain so I guess 
that made it a really good 
weekend for one,” said 
rodeo committee chair 
Ruth Gerber, noting that 
the town is notorious for 
sporting poor weather 

conditions most years. 
“The Dodge Rodeo knows 
how to put on a good show 
and the cowboys are real 
professionals.”

Held at the Perth East 
Recreation Centre 
grounds in Milverton, 
the event saw some 3,500 
people pass through the 
gates over the weekend; 
despite attendance num-
bers being slightly down 

this year, “the event was 
a major success,” she 
said.   

Although organizers do 
not yet know how much 
money was raised over 
the weekend, Gerber said 
the rodeo has generated 
about $100,000 since its 
inception in 1990.   

When the numbers are 
finally tallied, the money 
garnered will be divided 

among three service 
groups: the Mornington 
Optimist Club, the Mil-
verton Lions Club and 
Milverton Agricultural 
Society. The proceeds 
will be put toward com-
munity-based projects.

Past projects include 
new playground equip-
ment for area schools, a 
new ice-resurfacing ma-
chine for the hockey are-

na, money to help upgrade 
daycare and retirement 
facilities and donations 
to the local hospital.

“The service clubs do a 
lot of good work for the 
community,” Gerber told 
the Observer.   

The three-day rodeo 
kicked off with a fam-
ily variety show Friday 
night where patrons took 

▼ See YEE HAW page 15

The new Linwood Recreation Centre and Library will get a $1,104 boost 
from the recently formed Linwood Ball Players Alumni. Members raised 
that total during the club’s inaugural event, a barbecue and plunger plop 
held at the centre June 12.

Along with his 1963-1964 Toronto Marlboros teammates, Elmira native 
Rod Seiling was recently inducted into the Ontario Sports Hall of Fame. 
That season, the Marlboros claimed the Memorial Cup after defeating the 
Edmonton Oil Kings.

The torch, or rather the trophy, was passed to Woolwich Township this 
week in preparation for next year’s Ontario District 26 Senior Games. In a 
ceremony at council June 21, chairman Royal Berg presented the trophy to 
acting mayor Pat McLean. Woolwich hosts the rotating event in 2005.

DENNIS WIDEMAN

ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN  Bull riding is a bumpy sport, which was clearly in display at the 14th annual Milverton rodeo. Like many riders, this one had trouble staying on top of the bull for the required eight seconds.
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Linwood reunion collects $1,100 Elmira native inducted into Hall of Fame Let the games begin
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Going to the dogs, or determining who’s the real master
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MON. JUNE 28 - SAT. JULY 3
during

our Scratch & Save Sale
Celebrate and Save!!!!
Come in and pick up your Scratch & Save Card present it to our 
cashier, and your purchase of regular-priced merchandise* 
will be eligible for a discount of 10, 25 or 50%
or you may be the Lucky Shopper with a discount of 100%!
*Exclusions: animal health, baling supplies, fuel, livestock feeds & crop production products.

Scratch&Save!
Scratch&Save!

One discount card per customer. Discounts apply to regular priced merchandise only.

To be scratched offonly by cashier.Sale Date: ___________________

10%, 25%, 50% or 100% OFF
10%Save up to 100%

off your purchase

Do NOT Remove this seal

Work Gloves
3 pack. Suede 
palm. 703-1026 297
Men’s T-Shirts
S - XL. Assorted.
745-9647 247

Wheelbarrows
6 cu. ft. 
poly tray.
362-1426 5997

Shovels
Round point, 
long handle.
366-1999 597

“Big Red” Dog Food
Nuggets.
55 lbs.
276-1250 2497
Bounty Paper
Towels
6 roll pack.
633-1024 497

Co-Op Grease
Sonic, 400 g.
Case of 10.
398-6000 1997
Transhydraulic
Oil
20 litres.
398-5005 4497

Check Out These Great Specials! Prices in effect June 28 - July 3. 
Scratch & Save discounts not applicable.

up
to

BARBECU E

Join us for a
4-H

FRIDAY 
JULY 2

11 AM TO

2 PM
All money raised 
goes to support 
local
4-H
Clubs!

Ayr
(519) 632-7481

Elmira
(519) 669-5475

Embro
(519) 475-4923

Kitchener
(519) 744-6351

Lynden
(519) 647-3451

Norwich
(519) 863-2700

Woodstock
(519) 539-6151

Waterloo-Oxford Co-operative Inc.
Available at these participating stores:

Case

Throughout history 
there has been a 
long-standing de-

bate over who is smarter: 
the hunting dog or the 
hunter. The answer to 
this conundrum came to 
me the other day while 
trying to extricate my-
self from a 30-foot check 
cord designed to keep my 
English springer spaniel 
pup Callie under control. 
Like all great discover-
ies, the actual details 
only occurred to me 
much later after regain-
ing consciousness. 

Simply put, I believe 
hunting dogs are smart-
er. After all, Callie never 
had to read a book to 
train me. 

Here’s an example. Ex-
perts say that when call-
ing a dog to you, a few 
pats and a couple of “good 

girls” ought to be fair 
exchange for the return. 
Likewise, when they sit 
for you, a rub on the back 
of the neck is all that’s 
needed to reinforce the 
command. Personally, I 
think the dog deserves a 
little something too.

Unfortunately, those 
books do not take into 
account a hunting dog’s 
insatiable need for co-
medic entertainment 
– which in dog terms is 
seven times higher than 
ours. Basically, dogs are 
amused, not motivated, 
by praise. For them, 
praise soon gets to be 
like a joke you’ve heard 
one too many times. For 
instance, when we first 
got her, I’d call “Callie, 
come!” On that, the eager 
pup would run to me. For 
my part, I’d pat her on the 

head and tell her what a 
good dog she was. This 
worked just fine and she 
was entertained by the 
fact that she could induce 
me to make a fuss just by 
running over.

After a week, however, 
Callie decided that I’d 
learned that trick well 
enough.  So, when I’d call 
for her to return, she’d 
start to come in, but only 
half-heartedly, stopping 
completely part way.

It soon struck me that 
I might have to sweeten 
the pot. So, I screamed 
her name joyously and 
welcomed her with open 
arms when she started 

her run my way. When 
coupled with the ridicu-
lous amount of petting I 
dispensed on her arrival, 
she was quite happy. By 
all the fuss and commo-
tion I made, you would 
have though that she had 
just returned from lunar 
flight. This over-the-top 
emotional display enter-
tained her in a way that 
chewing on a stinky slip-
per could not. By the way, 
I only allowed myself to 
chew on the slipper once, 
after a particularly bad 
day of training.

Even so, Callie quickly 
realized that aside from 
being her sugar daddy, 

I had a certain inher-
ent comedic value and 
was therefore fun to be 
around. So she made me 
work it. The next time we 
were out, I had to stand 
on my head and spin just 
to get her to look my way. 
After that, an elaborate 
breakdance, some free-
form mime, and three 
Broadway show tunes 
were all that was re-
quired to bring her in. 
Not every day went so 
smoothly however.

Despite this, I was be-
ginning to fear for my 
dignity. I remember once, 
during a tap-dancing 
solo, thinking that this 
dog training thing might 
have gone too far.

That’s why I resorted to 
the check cord. The book 
said to use the cord to 
bring her in at the first 

sign of disobedience. To 
the author’s credit, it 
worked.

After 25 laps, each one 
closer than the last, Cal-
lie was finally to heel, and 
if I could have moved, I 
would have praised her 
lavishly for it too.

After my wife cut me 
loose, she got Callie to 
come easily by offering a 
puppy treat. 

“Why don’t you just do 
that?” she asked while 
confiscating the rope. “It 
always works.”

Indignant, I took Cal-
lie away and we trained 
some more. “Always, 
works? Yeah, right. What 
does she know about 
training dumb animals?” 
I muttered to myself.

And I told her as much 
… right after she called 
me in for lunch.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The equipment has 
been put away, and 
the ice long gone 

from the arenas, but the 
accolades keep coming 
for Elmira Sugar King 
Jeremy Machin.

The high-scoring for-

Machin named OHA player of the year
Elmira Sugar Kings Jeremy Machin takes one last bow earning OHA player of the year kudos

ward adds another piece 
of hardware to his al-
ready extensive trophy 
collection, garnering the 
Ontario Hockey Asso-
ciation Junior B player of 
the year award.   

“It seems like the hon-
ours just keep on com-
ing in for me,” Machin 
told the Observer. “That’s 

[most likely] the last one, 
but probably the biggest 
one.

“This just shows all the 
hard work I put in these 
last three years has paid 
off.”

The OHA award is one 
of many honours be-
stowed on the Elora na-
tive this season, which 

saw him grab a myriad 
of trophies, including the 
Mid-Western Junior B 
MVP and sportsmanship 
and ability awards.

“I wasn’t really ex-
pecting it – I was a little 
surprised. I got lucky I 
guess.” 

The Kings, handing 
Machin four of 11 hon-

ours given at the team’s 
annual year-end banquet 
in April, also acknowl-
edged appreciation for 
his contribution to the 
team.

On that occasion, 
Machin won the team’s 
top goal scorer award and 
was the first recipient of 
the Dan Snyder Memori-

al trophy in honour of the 
fallen NHL player.

“I think the award is 
well deserved,” said 
Sugar Kings coach John 
East. “Jeremy has been 
a big part of this organi-
zation for the past three 
seasons – and it couldn’t 
have happened to a better 

▼ See AWARD page 18
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Benjamin’s • Stone Crock • Vidalia’s Market Dining
Bakery • Meats & Cheese • Catering • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

Visit www.stjacobs.com for more information about Stone Crock services and specials!

Open July 1

CANADA DAY
STONE CROCK

New York Strip Loin Steaks.........$8.99 lb.

Centre Cut Pork Loin Chops........$3.29 lb.

Sirloin Tip Roasts.....................$3.49 lb.

Pepperettes   (pkg. of 18)............... $4.50

Deli Sliced
Roast Beef & Roast Pork.............$5.99 lb.

Medium Cheddar......................$6.09 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-3610

(519) 664-2575
1398 King St., ST. JACOBS

 FRESH ONTARIO
STRAWBERRIES
Strawberry Pie:  $8.50 each
Stawberry Tarts:  $1.75 each
Stawberry Shortcake: $14.95
(Advance orders only please for Shortcake)

Live musical
entertainment!

No cover charge.

Saturday NightsL A T E
NIGHT
L I V E Specials: June 28 - July 3

Stone Crock Bakery  (519) 664-3612
1402 King St.,ST. JACOBS

•July 3:  Martin & Kramer
•July 10:  Kaliegh Mason & Mike Stumpf

Sat. June 26: KEVIN DOSMAN & BEN KEMPEL

(519) 664-2286
1396 King St., ST. JACOBS

Restaurant & Catering

Sunday
Brunch

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Now accepting reservations for

$14.99Adults

• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
special prices for children 5-12 yrs.)

At P.M.8

(519) 664-3731 1430 King St., ST. JACOBS

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.zzaJ

NOW
IN

SEASON!

County Salad Bar, Homestyle Soup,
Carved Roast Of Beef, Poached Salmon,

Maple Dijon Ham, Farmers Sausage & Bacon,
French Toast, Apple Bread Pudding,

Waffle & Omelette Stations,
Decadent Tortes, Fresh Pies, Juice, Coffee or Tea.

KARAOKE
Friday Nights~8 pm

with Bill & Eileen Griffiths

Show Time
July 2 to August 27

COMING
SOON

Shop Thurs.
Until 8 P.M.

In The Village
During July & August

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

At age 70, Conestogo 
resident Stuart 
Martin will tell 

you that you don’t neces-
sarily have to be young to 
be a champion.

In fact, all that is really 
required is passion and 
genuine love for the sport; 
two traits that helped him 
garner a silver medal at 
the 10th World Master’s 
swimming champion-
ships held in Riccione, 
Italy June 1-13.

“I didn’t take it (the 
medal) off for a while,” 
Martin said pointing to 
the hardware. “My fam-
ily just couldn’t believe 
that I came back with 
a medal. They couldn’t 
believe it, and I couldn’t 
either.”

The trip to Italy marked 
Martin’s fourth appear-
ance at a world master’s 
swim meet and his best 
finish in the competition 
to date.

Martin said although he 
doesn’t put a lot of pres-
sure on himself to win, 
this accomplishment was 
a sweet one. 

“I try to focus on the first 
20 positions. If I finish in 

Making a splash
Seventy-year-old Conestogo resident wins silver medal at international swim meet

the top 20, I consider my-
self to be fortunate,” he 
said, noting that until 
this year his personal 
best was an 11th place 
achieved in Munich, Ger-
many two years ago. “But 
this was just fantastic.” 

In its 10-year history, 
the master’s competition 
has been held all over the 
world in places such as 
New Zealand and, closer 
to home, Montreal.

The next meet is slated 
for 2006 at Stanford Uni-
versity in Stanford, Cali-
fornia.

Held every two years, 
the competition is essen-
tially open to athletes of 
all ages.  

This time around Mar-
tin competed in five free-
style events – in his age 
group category – includ-
ing the 100-, 400- and 800-
metre races where he fin-
ished in 20th, 17th and 16th 
spot respectively.

Martin was one of two 
athletes from the Region 
of Waterloo swimming 
club to take part in the 
event.     

The silver medal sub-
sequently came in the 
mixed 200-metre relay 
event with a team made 
up of two male and two 

female competitors.
“When you’re swim-

ming on your own you’re 
really competing against 
yourself, but I was under 
a lot of pressure because 
there were some mem-
bers on the team that are 
very serious [about the 
sport],” Martin said with 
a laugh. 

“You don’t want to mess 
it up for people, so the 
pressure’s on when you’re 
in a relay.”

According to Martin, 
this Italian edition of 
the Master’s competition 
held in Riccione – a resort 
town located between 
Florence and San Marino 
– was the largest event 
held by the international 
organization, with ap-
proximately 8,500 swim-
mers of varying ages. 

The competitors ranged 
in ages 25 to 93 years old.

In addition to swim-
ming, the event boasted 
diving, synchronized 
swimming and water 
polo competitions.

“It was huge,” Martin 
said, noting the inter-
national meet has only 
managed to attract 4,000 
to 5,000 athletes in the 
past. 

An avid swimmer for 

nearly 30 years, the re-
cently retired financial 
advisor said he actually 
fell into the sport by ac-
cident. 

Never really interested 
in the sport to begin with, 
Martin said he began 
swimming as a result of 
accompanying his son 
Brent to the pool every 

week.       
Martin said what really 

appealed to him was the 
fact that the sport allowed 
him to keep healthy and 
maintain a high level of 
fitness.  

Taking my son to “the 
pool is what exposed me 
to [the sport] and if that 
had not happened I might 

not have got involved 
with swimming.

“What drew me was the 
health aspect; keeping 
up the cardiovascular, 
weight control and gen-
eral flexibility thing. It 
isn’t the competition that 
attracted me, because 
[although] I find competi-
tion interesting I mainly 
go for the fun of things.” 

Although his son has 
since abandoned the pas-
time – taking up wind 
surfing – the 70-year-old 
has made the sport his 
central focus.

In fact while most of us 
are still asleep, Martin 
can be found at his Water-
loo club swimming laps 
as early as 5: 30 a.m.

It is that level of dedica-
tion has kept the Cones-
togo resident competitive 
to say the least, travelling 
to numerous competi-
tions across the province 
every year.  

“I usually go anywhere 
in easy driving distance. 
I’ve attended most of the 
[provincial champion-
ships] and usually finish 
in the top five,” he said. I 
have won gold, silver and 
bronze in many of those 
events.”

PETER CRISCIONE

▼ See GETTING page 18

BRINGING HOME SILVER  Conestogo’s Stuart Martin, 70, garnered 
a silver medal at the World Master’s swimming championship held in 
Riccione Italy June 1-13. 
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some adjustments. I’m going to need 
to get stronger and faster and think 
a little quicker because … everything 
moves faster,” he explained, adding 
that “everything’s going well.”

Exactly how long Wideman will 
spend in the AHL remains to be 
seen.

“It depends if you’re good enough to 
play [in the NHL] or not. It could be a 
season, it could be five years, it might 
be never,” he said of the possibility, 
noting he’s hoping his stay in the 
AHL will be on the shorter end.

And Hunter is confident that will be 
the case.

“He’s a confident young man, and I 
don’t put it past him to move up pret-
ty quickly. I really believe that he’ll 
play in the National Hockey League 
at some time,” he said, suggesting 
Wideman may get to lace up in the 
NHL this season, assuming contract 
negotiations don’t result in a strike 
or lockout, which would put the whole 
season in question.

While Wideman has signed a deal 
with the Blues, the NHL has yet to ap-
prove it – a standard procedure. Until 
a deal has been formally approved, 
Worcester Ice Cats spokesperson 
Mike Thornton declined to comment 
on Wideman’s participation with the 
team. However, he did verify that 
Wideman was at the team’s training 
camp this week, working out with 
other prospects and returning play-
ers from last season.

Elmira’s Wideman on 
route to career in NHL

Continued from page 12

IN ACTION  Elmira’s Dennis Wideman, a London 
Knight last season, is set to skate with the AHL’s 
Worcester Ice Cats.

in live musical acts and 
other forms of entertain-
ment.

Horse and bull riding 
competitions followed 
the festivities over the 
next two days, including 
steer wrestling, team 
horse roping and barrel 
racing.

This marked the third 
year the Dodge Rodeo has 
been the main feature in 
Milverton. 

“Our family has seen 
most of [the rodeos] 
over the years – it’s just 
awesome,” said Milver-
ton resident Tricia Hol-
mes Storie recalling 
that it snowed the first 
year she attended the 
rodeo. 

“People always have a 
lot of fun.”

Holmes Storie added 
that the annual rodeo 
has become somewhat of 
a community tradition, 
with people looking for-
ward to the event each 
year.

Even her three children 
(between the ages of two 
and six) have got into the 
spirit of things, teasing 
her that they too want to 
become bull riders one 
day. 

“I was just amazed how 
the kids paid so much at-
tention to the [entertain-
ment],” she said. “They 
were just enthralled 
by the whole thing and 
couldn’t keep their eyes 
away.”

Following the competi-
tions Saturday, roughly 
1,200 gathered for an old-
fashioned cowboy hoe-
down under a large tent 
stationed on the festival 
grounds.    

In its 14-year history, 
Gerber said the rodeo has 
grown a great deal, both 
in terms of popularity 
and generating revenue.

About 200 volunteers 
commit to organize and 
run the event every year, 
helping it maintain its 
title as the best show in 
town.  

Gerber said the rodeos 
popularity could simply 
be attributed to the fact 
that it offers area resi-
dents entertainment that 
is “out of the ordinary.”

Yee
Haw!

PETER CRISCIONE

Continued from page 12

BULL’S EYE  Milverton residents got a lesson in “horse play” this past weekend (June 18 – 20 ), courtesy of 
the town’s 14th annual rodeo. The spectacle, which featured a variety of horse and bull riding events, helped 
raise money for several community-service based groups.
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60 First St. E. • (519) 669-5166 175 Union St. • (519) 669-5198

Div. of Fred Elliott Coach Lines Ltd.
School Buses Available for Charter

ELMIRA
BUS LINES

1-2633 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements. • (519) 699-1118 PO Box 130, Elmira • (519) 669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

4 Herbert St.  • (519) 669-2540

A U M A N
P R I N T I N G
CLOSED JULY 1, 2 & AUGUST 4-18    (FAX: 669-3451)

34 YEARS OF AUTOMOTIVE EXPERIENCE

 AU TO MO TIVE & TRANS MIS SION INC.

An Accredited Test & Repair Facility
www.buehlerauto.com

BuehlerBuehler

3 Elora St. S., Alma • (519) 846-9221

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
& EMIS SIONS TEST ING

17 Covered Bridge Dr., West Montrose

Dave & Betty Huck
dhuck@on.aibn.com
Phone: (519) 669-3729

LARGE TREE 
SALES AND 

TRANSPLANTING

DUB-L-E 
AUTO SERV ICE

390 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-2015

3006 Lobsinger Ln., Heidelberg • (519) 699-4413

The Olde 
Heidelberg Res tau rant 
Brew Pub & Motel

Serving Good Hospitality
Since 1860

83A Arthur St.S., Elmira • (519) 669-0290

scraphappy@golden.net
www.scraphappystore.ca

49 Industrial Dr. • (519) 669-1631

27 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-3658

Read’s
Dec o rat ing

SINCE 1961

Specializing in Paint &  Wallcoverings

16 Church St. E. • (519) 669-8502
ELMIRA SERVICE CEN TRE

3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs • (519) 664-3711

CLARE WE BER
FABRICATING

614 Colby Dr., Waterloo • (519) 884-7070

RR#2 Breslau • (519) 648-2608

33 Industrial Dr. • (519) 669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

29 Broadway St., Hawkesville • (519) 699-4641

100 Bonnie Cr. • (519) 669-1949

Complete repairs to 
all cars and light trucks

57 Arthur St. S.. • (519) 669-FILM (3456)

E L M I R A  
PHOTO

ONE HOUR PHOTO • ENLARGEMENTS
FRAMING • PORTRAITS • CAMERAS

122 Church St. W. • 669-5453

11 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-1611

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

29 Church St. W. • (519) 669-1546

Globe Master
You can still expect...
the SAME friendly faces...
and the SAME great 
service!

formerly:

Reg. No.191 2885

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose • (519) 669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

19 First St. E. • (519) 669-3362

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING &
HEATING SPECIALISTS

100 South Field Dr. • (519) 669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

PHONE - (519) 747-2280

Brian L. Shantz
 Ltd.

BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SITE PLANNERS
FAX (519) 747-0217   •   blshantz@golden.net

25 Earl Martin Dr. • 669-5377

TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
CARDLOCK FUEL MANAGEMENT

1-84 Howard Ave. • (519) 669-5136

PLEIN 
DISPOSAL

19 Arthur St. N. • (519) 669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatch ery Ltd.

Day-old chicks • Broilers
Turkeys • Ready-to-lay 

Started pul lets

20-B Arthur St., N. • (519) 669-5790

Woolwich & Wellesley’s
#1 Source For News

What’s In The Box?

E L M I R A

Canada 137thCanada 137th
JOIN US THURSDAY JULY 1ST

FROM 4-8 PM IN GORE PARK, ELMIRA
Enjoy Food, Drinks, Face Painting, Clowns, Music, Ice Cream 

and Cake, Games, Firefi ghter Display and MUCH MORE!



t h e  r a z z l e - d a z z l e  m u s i c a l  s m a s h

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24 • 8 PM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25 • 2 PM & 8 PM

STARTING AT $54

IT ALL STARTED WITH A HIT.

ON SALE NOW!

FOR AFTERNOON SHOW ONLY! 
Complimentary Shuttle Bus 

courtesy of Terraces by Hallman. 
For more information: 

www.centresquare.com/shuttlebus.html

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 

SEASON SPONSOR 

SHOW SPONSOR

SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS

1/4pg CITS WO Chicago  6/4/04  10:31 AM  Page 1

Lively by nature, Mar-
tin said swimming helps 
take the aches away so to 
speak and allows him to 
pursue other activities 
such as gardening. 

“There’s a large focus 
on being active today. I 
think people should get 

person.”
East added that Machin 

will be sadly missed on 
the lineup next season, 
but his departure will 
give up-and-coming play-
ers a chance to shine.

The coach said the 
award shows that Elmira 
is a good place to play 
hockey, with the organi-
zation allowing young-
sters to develop their 
skills and become better 
players. 

Although the Kings end-
ed their season in sixth 
spot with 48 points – 38 
points behind regular 
season leaders Stratford 
– Machin was just four 
points shy of being the 
league’s top point getter. 

That distinction went 
to Mark Van-Vliet of the 
Stratford Cullitons team 
that eventually went on 
to win the league cham-
pionship.

In order to be eligible 
for the honour, teams put 
together profiles of each 
individual MVP in one of 
the three Junior B leagues 
in Southern Ontario.

out there and do things. 
I say do something, any-
thing to keep healthy 
… I just so happen to do 
swimming and I love it,” 
he said. 

Swimming has given 
Martin a lot and has be-
come a passion that Mar-
tin said he has no plans 

on giving up any time 
soon.   

“I’m just going to keep 
on swimming and hope-
fully if my shoulders 
hold up and my hips 
and my knees and all 
my joints hang together 
then I will keep on swim-
ming.” 

In addition to the Mid-
Western Junior B divi-
sion, other leagues in-
clude the Western and 
Golden Horseshoe Junior 
B groups.

The winning candidate 
was selected based on 
such factors as on-ice 
statistics and a player’s 
contribution to charity 
work and fundraising ef-
forts, said OHA president 
Brent Ladds.

But despite the acco-
lades, Machin said there 
is one prize that has elud-
ed him, a league cham-
pionship with the Sugar 
Kings.

“Individually it’s a good 
way to end my career. 
It’s really sweet for me, 
but I never got to win the 
championship here,” he 
said.

The team came close in 
Machin’s first year with 
the team, just falling 
short of winning a back-
to-back Sutherland Cup 
championship in 2002. 

Taking a modest ap-
proach to his accomplish-
ments, Machin said his 
success could not be pos-

sible without the help of 
his teammates.

Being a top point earner 
with the Kings was no 
easy task, and largely 
came with help from the 
rest of the squad.

“Obviously you don’t 
win awards like this 
without your teammates 
behind you. You can’t win 
it by yourself,” he added. 

Machin said after three 
years with the Kings, it 
is the solid relationships 
that he developed with 
teammates that he will 
take with him forever. 

“I developed great 
friendships with pretty 
much everyone on the 
team; we had a close team 
every year, so I’m going 
to miss being part of the 
organization.”

Although his career in 
minor hockey has come 
to an end, Machin said he 
might continue on with 
the sport – possibly suit-
ing up with the Univer-
sity of Waterloo squad.

But for the moment 
Machin is keeping busy 
playing Junior B lacrosse 
with the Elora Mohawks.

Award caps King’s season

Getting into the swim of it
Continued from page 14

Continued from page 13

WINNING WAYS IN WOODSTOCK The Woolwich Under 14 boys soccer team made had an impressive 
showing at the Woodstock Tournament June 20, but found themselves going home without the gold. After 
three wins and a tie, the local boys fell 1-0 to Oakville in the finals. Back row (from left): Steve Lillico 
(Coach), Josh Allen, Al Dickson (Coach), Mackenzie Bauman, Mike Moggy, Bob Parent (Coach). Front row: 
Ben Thomson, Nick Roth, Eric Lekun, Jarred Parent, Andrew Dickson, Nick Densmore, Caleb Redekop, Brock 
Shoemaker, Damien Parent, Tyler Lillico, Ben Ahier, and Jason Horst. ABSENT: Derek Koniuch, Jon Sparling.

HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:30

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 

SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD
WOOLWICH YOUTH 
SOCCER

SQUIRT 7
JUNE 16
Mason’s Drillers 5 Raphael’s 
Pizzeria 1
MASON’S GOALS: Cole Conlin 
(2), Bradley Mathieson, Noah 
Taylor, Jason Gamble
RAPHAEL’S GOALS: Evan 
Martin
DLM Foods 4 Elmira Home 
Hardware 1
DLM GOALS: Nathan Schlupp 

(3), Landis Saunders
HOME HARDWARE GOALS: 
Amitan Pope
Elmira Stove Works 5 Sulco 
Chemicals 2
STOVE WORKS GOALS: Shawn 
O’Connor (3), Cole Lenaers, 
Noah Schelter
SULCO GOALS: Jordan Shantz, 
Grant Kernick

ATOM 10-11
JUNE 17
Bio Bob’s 3 Wilkinson 
Eyeballers 3

Good Auto Parts 7 PIB 2
Gleeson Insurance 5 Woods 
and Clemmens 2

ELMIRA MINOR
SOFTBALL

MITES
JUNE 20
Elmira 4 Waterloo 23
JUNE 22
Elmira 7 Milverton 17

SQUIRT
JUNE 22

Elmira 7 Kitchener 8

ELMIRA GIRLS
SOFTBALL

BANTAM
JUNE 8
Elmira 17 Rockwood White 
15
JUNE 10
Elmira 14 Ponsonby 10
JUNE 15
Elmira 14 Acton 4
JUNE 23
Elmira 7 Drayton 12

GOT SCORES? Contact Richard Vivian, 669-5790 x101
to get your GAME REPORT package today!
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These Junkies are addictive Going a little batty on a summer’s night Feeding the acting bug

FESTIVITIES 
TO INCLUDE: 
• HOT DOGS & DRINKS
• FACE PAINTING
• KLAZZ KLOWN MAGIC SHOW
• ENTERTAINMENT BY THE BEIRDO BROTHERS
• ICE CREAM & CAKE
• ELMIRA JAYCEES CITIZEN OF THE YEAR        
    (CUTTING THE CAKE)
• INFLATABLE BOUNCER
• FIREFIGHTER GAMES & MUCH MORE

Come celebrate 
Canada Day with us!

Thursday July 1st • 4 - 8pm 
Gore Park          Elmira
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Artwork & 

submissions 
on display

THIS ADVERTISMENT SPONSORED BY:

The Black Forest Inn
1872 Sawmill Road, Conestogo

Tel: (519) 664-2223
www.blackforestrestaurant.ca

KITCHENER
WATERLOO

Elora

Fergus

CONESTOGO

18

18

8622

Northfield Dr.

Winterbourne

Black Forest Inn

WE’RE EASY 
TO FIND!

Elmira

SaturdayBuffets
GREAT FOOD, GREAT VALUE! 

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

New!

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Adults: $7.95 
Children: Half Price 

Includes coffee, tea and juice

 Fruit and salad bar 
 Carved roast beef 
 Many more favourites 
 Coffee, tea and dessert table

11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Adults: $10.95 
Children: Half Price
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With its hap-
pily-ever-af-
ter ending, 
her book is 

a work of fiction, but au-
thor Doris M. Leis wishes 
real life would work that 

New 
lease 
on
life

Kitchener author’s Annie 
May Transformed inspired 

by efforts to leave the 
Amish community

way, too. Her Annie May 
Transformed tells the sto-
ry of a young woman who 
leaves her old-order life 
behind to find something 
better.

Based on real events, 
the tale she tells in the 
self-published book stems 
from her concerns for the 

young women brought up 
in a restrictive society. 
Seeing their potential, 
she wishes every one 
of them could have the 
happy, romantic life she 
paints for Annie May.

A Kitchener resident, 
for some 15 years Leis 
spent much of her time at 

a farm cottage north of 
Durham, where she had 
a great deal of exposure 
to the old-order Amish 
community. While re-
spectful of the culture, 
Leis said the hard life 
and the rules – especially 
for the children – make a 
clear distinction between 

the control of religion 
and the church versus 
the more typical view of 
Christianity.

Her views – and the 
beginnings of her book 
– moved from theory to 
something more tangible 
in 1989 when she met two 
young women who had 
left the Amish communi-
ty. Inspired by accounts 
of their struggle to live 
in the “outsiders’” world, 
she began writing the 
book when, in 1993, she 
heard the two girls had 
returned to the Amish.

“When the girls left, 
that really interested me, 
got me thinking about 
that way of life,” Leis told 
the Observer. “Every time 
I’m up there, I come away 
the saddest person.”

Ideally, she explained, 
she would start a home 
where young women, who 
she says live a repressed 
life, could find safety if 
they chose to leave their 
community.

“They’re very nice, polite 
people, but they’re very 
fearful of outsiders, “ she 
said, relating a tale of how 
one person’s offer of can-
dy to an Amish child was 
met by stern resistance 
from the child’s mother. 
“It’s as if they don’t want 
their children to believe 
there is any good in the 
outside world.”

Her initial writings 
about the girls’ experi-
ence, however, ended up 
sitting in a box for the 
better part of a decade as 

her own troubled mar-
riage crumbled around 
her. Then last year, at the 
age of 73, she picked up 
the manuscript and be-
gan in earnest to fill out 
the story. The resultant 
book, Annie May Trans-
formed, was published 
last month.

“I found writing it very 
therapeutic,” she said 
of coping with her own 
issues, admitting the 
romantic notion of the 
story, while fictional, is 
an idealized ending many 
people would welcome in 
their lives.

“I’ve had a lot of good 
comments, from both men 
and women,” she said of 
the book. “I always ask for 
feedback, good or bad, but 
so far there’s been noth-
ing negative.”

Billed as a story of “ro-
mance, family restora-
tion and spiritual con-
flict,” the book represents 
Leis’ ideal outlook on the 
situation, the happy end-
ing she wishes everyone 
could share.

“The main reason I 
wrote the book is be-
cause I have a very deep 
love and concern for the 
Amish, especially the 
young people.”

Annie May Transformed, 
which sells for $12, is 
available at several shops 
in the area, including the 
Home Hardware store in 
Elmira, or directly from 
the author – call 893-2744 
or online at www.annie-
maytransformed.com.  

RICHARD VIVIAN

ROMANTIC NOTIONS Author Doris M. Leis has just released a book 
inspired by her own experiences with the Amish and a young woman’s 
attempts to leave that community for a better life.

Area residents can get an up-close-and-personal look at enigmatic Ca-
nadian band the Cowboy Junkies on Wednesday night (June 30) when 
they play the cozy confines of the Starlight Club in Waterloo. Tickets are 
$20 in advance. Call 885-4970.

Seeing that it’s early summer, there will still be some light lingering to 
take the chill out of the Bat Hike and Night Exploration event planned for 
tonight (June 26) at the Laurel Creek Nature Centre. Running from 8-10 
p.m., the event focuses on creatures of the night. Call 885-1368.

Would-be actors should hustle out to the University of Waterloo today 
(11-2, Arts Lecture Hall, room 113); they’re holding auditions for The 
More You Know, an independent film, looking for men and women 15-18 
and 36-50. Contact: cuttingroomfloorpictures@hotmail.com.
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CHECK THIS OUT
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ALL DISPLAY 
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IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR NATION’S BIRTHDAY. JOIN US 
AND OUR SPONSORS IN WISHING A HAPPY DAY TO ALL!

SEE
CANADA 

DAY SPREAD 
PGS 16-17
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INCREDIBLE LIQUIDATION OF NEW FURNITURE
AND ELECTRONICS BY UNRESERVED PUBLIC

AUCTION
Thursday, July 1, 2004
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THIS MAY BE THE BEST 
AUCTION YOU HAVE EVER SEEN!
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AUCTIONAUCTIONHELP WANTED

Access Your Computer at 
home, international company, 
full training. $500 plus part 
time, $3000 plus full time. Call 
1-888-452-4107 or www.my-
freedomworldwide.com

Babysitter Needed.  Look-
ing for student with Babysitting 
Course certificate for some 
weekends and week nights. 
Please call 669-0835.

Babysitter/Housekeeper 
wanted for family with 3 
children. 30+ hours a week. 
References required. Call 
669-0999 after 5.

HELP WANTED

Mature, Full time wait staff 
and line cook needed for 
busy restaurant in Elmira. 
Apply in person with resume 
to: Elmira Sip & Bite, 39 Ar-
thur St., Elmira.

Volunteer Opportunity. 
Woolwich Community Ser-
vices a multi-faceted com-
munity based agency is 
seeking additional board 
members. If you are inter-
ested please call or visit 
Don Harloff at WCS office 
73 Ar thur St. S. Elmira, 
669-5139. 

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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REPAIR AND
MACHINERY
SALES & SERVICE

AUTO • FARM • SMALL ENGINES
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HELP WANTED

Seasonal Part time Clerical 
Help wanted in our Heidel-
berg dispatch office. Send 
resume to Steed and Evans 
Limited, 300 Bridge Street 
East, Kitchener, Ontario, N2K 
2B7, or fax 519-576-8395.

Find the help you need ev-
ery week in Observer Clas-
sifieds. Call 669-5790 to 
place your ad TODAY!

HELP WANTED

Pilgrim’s Provident Re-
tirement Home 3 Erb St., 
Elmira needs a mature adult 
for evening and night shift. 
Apply in person.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Summer Tutoring Avail-
able. Get ahead or maintain 
skills. Certified teacher will 
help elementary students 
with any subject. Call Becky 
664-3892.

FOR SALE

Bike Racks: Spring Spe-
cial. $299 - $599. Steel con-
struction. 3-6 feet long. Cus-
tom racks available. Nick’s 
Bike Racks, 747-1456, fax 
746-9851.

Highback Booster Seat 
with 5 point harness (20 - 80 
lbs). $70.00. In perfect con-
dition. Call 664-2990.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Huge Flyer Sale! Example: 
quality energystar spray-
foamed 18 cu. Inglis fridge 
now only $749.95 delivered. 
Exceptional deals. Sale 
ends June 27. Walters Ap-
pliances, 669-2007.

Mother of the Bride gown 
with jacket. Dark peach, 
size 18, never worn. Asking 
$400. Call 669-2129.
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REPAIR AND
MACHINERY
SALES & SERVICE

AUTO • FARM • SMALL ENGINES
FRESH CONTENT, UPDATED WEEKLY 
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

R E E L E C T S W A M I C P A
A R E O L A R L E N I N O H M
M E L O D R A M A T I S T C I A

L Y O N A R G O L S
D E P O S I T A C C O U N T S

S U R E R R A T S U R E
A G O N Y C O L U M N O T T E R
I L O O V E R B A A
D I P L O M A T I C S E R V I C E

L O B N A A N C A R
D I N A H O V E R W E E N I N G
A T O M A W E L I L T S
M E T A G E N E T I C A L L Y
O R I S O N I D O L
S A C R E E S T A B L I S H E D
E N E G I M E L R A V I O L I
L T D E D U C E A N Y T I M E
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46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67 68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80 81 82 83

84 85 86

87 88 89

ACROSS 
1. The atmosphere of  
an environment
9. Recreational or pre-
scription
13. Play for pay
16. A place for outer-
wear
17. Of  the highest qual-
ity (2wrds)
18. Fabric with prom-
inent rounded cross-
wire ribs
19. The cultivation of  
tree for the production 
of  timber
21. Female sheep
22. Bob was NDP On-
tario Premier
23. Famous woman, ad-
vanced equal rights on 
a bus ride
24. Gossett Jr. (actor)
25. Formal address for 
a man
26. Relations through 
marriage
29. Elizabeth Taylor’s 
royal role
32. Formerly Used De-
fense Sites (Acc.)
35. An awkward stupid 
person
36. Dignified manner or 
conduct
37. Noisily and stub-
bornly defiant
42. Noise made surrep-
titiously
43. Fish eggs
44. Goo
45. British slang - open-
ly distrustful

46. The quality of  being 
in accord with a consti-
tution
53. The contraction of  
“it is”
54. An arm off  a larger 
body of  water
55. Extinct flightless 
bird of  New Zealand
56. Small currency
58. Record of  a British 
land survey ordered by 
William the Conqueror
62. Highest pinnacle of  
something
63. Woodstock was this 
to the 60’s
64. Moving quickly and 
lightly
65. Toward the wind
68. Variety of  car
72. Pot companion
73. Scottish spelling 
for ‘no’
74. Affected manner in-
tended to impress
78. A Hebrew judge
79. Bug that lives in or-
ganized colonies
80. Too small to make a 
significant difference
84. Agency of  US gov-
ernment
85. Look at with amour-
ous intention
86. Skilled in the sepa-
ration into substantial 
parts
87. Pharmacological 
term for dinner sea-
soning
88. Bird’s home
89. The state of  being a 

titled peer of  the realm
DOWN 
1. Mites
2. Kentucky city
3. Legendary tower and 
gardens
4. International Trade 
Organization (Accro)
5. To make a mistake
6. Black (french)
7. Palm tree bearing co-
conuts
8. Similar to ostriches
9. Digital audio tape 
(abbrev)
10. A roll of  ribbon
11. Remove top cover-
ing of  a house
12. Mocking (British 
slang)
13. As fast as possible 
(tempo)
14. Provide with new 
electrical cabling
15. Having influence
20. Resinlike substance 
used in varnish
27. Tail of  an airplane
28. A kind of  sausage
30. British slang for 
toilets
31. Small bottle con-
taining a drug
33. Where fresh meat is 
served
34. To forcefully expel 
saliva
37. Whales such as the 
killer an grampus
38. What a ghost says
39. Effusively emo-
tional
40. Large bird similar 
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to ostrich
41. Bound again
45. Small goat-legged 
mythical creatures
47. Band of  inelastic 
tissue
48. Opposite of  outs
49. Those of  age (plu-
ral slang)
50. Less than average 
tide
51. As well
52. Gab
56. High crowned black 
cap
57. A large group of  is-
lands in the south Pa-
cific
58. Throw into great 
confusion or disorder
59. A severe or trying 
experience
60. Bad or badly (when 
combined with anoth-
er word)
61. A farewell remark
66. Negatively charged 
atom
67. Informal term for 
the mouth
69. Monies owed
70. European shad
71. Sibling’s daughter
75. Theocratic republic 
in the Middle East
76. City in western Ne-
vada
77. Wound covering
81. Domesticated an-
imal
82. Sick
83. An affirmative re-
sponse

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held August 7-13, 
2004. For information con-
tact: SouthwesternSchool 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

FOR SALE FOR SALE

CALL 656-3098 • 1-800-827-2153
3691 Nafziger Road,  Wellesley

REPAIR CENTRE &
MACHINERY SALES

PARTS, SALES & SERVICE
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FOR SALE

Retro Style 1960’s Tele-
phone Booth with work-
ing light $1250.00 o.b.o. 
Antique cord switchboard 
$175.00 o.b.o. (519)669-
4469.

Sofa & Loveseat - navy with 
tasteful floral pattern. Very 
good condition. No pets, 
no smoke. $450.00 for pair. 
Could deliver - Elmira area. 
669-4506.

UNDER $50 ITEM

6 Gift Baskets and 11 glass 
Flower Vases. $40.00 takes 
all. Call 699-4019.

Baby Portable Playpen. 
Graco. $50.00.  In perfect 
condition. Call 664-2990.

Spoon Rack with velvet 
inside, sliding glass doors. 
$50.00. Call 699-5299.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Grand Caravan SE. 
Quad seats, Rr air & heat, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

1999 Chrysler LHS, low 
kms, sun roof. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

1999 Alero GL, 2.4L, crusie, 
tilt, air conditioning, power 
windows and locks, CD/
cassette, aluminum wheels. 
$7900 or offers. Ph. 638-
5524.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, dis-
charged bankrupt or no 
credit? We help good people 
get financed with the best 
possible rates! Fill out our 
convenient on-line applica-
tion today, or call Harriston 
Motors 1-800-567-0998 or 
www.harristomotors.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

2002 PT Cruiser LTD, sun 
roof, gold package and 
more. Low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Corn, Barley, Mixed Grain 
for sale. Over 20 years expe-
rience. Call John at Woodrill 
Farms, (519) 821-1018 or 1-
800-461-1018.

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

RENTALS

Drayton - 3 Bedroom, 
21/2 car garage, private 
yard. $800/mth + utilities. 
Available immediately. 669-
1892.

Elmira - 2 Storey semi with 
rec room. August 1. $1050 
plus utilities. 4 appliances. 
Call Sharon 574-4688.

Elmira - Two Bedroom town-
house. References required. 
Parking for one vehicle. No 
smoking or pets. $795 plus 
utilities. Call 669-8132.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store - on main 
street. 1560 sq. ft., good 
exposure, rear entrance. 
Possession Aug. 1, 2004. 
Rent $965.00 per month 
plus taxes & utilities. 669-
5431.

WANTED TO BUY

Motor For Fantome Fury 
vacuum cleaner. 12.0 AMP. 
Please call (519)837-3626.

REAL ESTATE

Must Sell Due to poor 
health. Make an offer. 2 
room cottage on the Cones-
toga River. 2 tool sheds, no 
hydro or indoor plumbing on 
3 Bridges Road. Fire#1596 
to view.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

C u s t o m  R o u n d  a n d 
square baling and wrap-
ping and no till seeding. 
Call Mar-Rod Enterprises 
at 580-5131.

Old 8mm films transferred 
to VHS. 6 cents per foot, 
Belle River (519)728-2819.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale. Household 
and miscellaneous items. 
18 Nightingale Cr., Elmira. 
7 a.m., Sat. June 26.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Misc. items, stereo and elec-
tronic equipment. 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m.  53 Mockingbird Dr. 
Elmira. Sat. June 26.

Multi-Family Sale - Sat. 
June 26.  Baby swing, infant 
carseat 0 - 18 mon. clothes, 
other items. Misc. items. 
Good condition. Rain or 
shine. 70 edward St. Dray-
ton. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Waterloo Oxford Co-op-
erative Garage Sale, Sat-
urday, June 26th. Starts 8 
a.m., rain or shine. Clear-
ance, scratch and dent and 
overstocked products. Many 
bargains available for home 
and farm!

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777.
Serving all Ontario. 

ONTARIO TRUCK DRIV-
ING SCHOOL - Employment 
possible within 6 weeks!  
Registered & Approved 
Private Career College.  
A,B,C,D,E,F & Z.  Truck, 
Bus, Forklift & Heavy Equip-
ment. London, Windsor, 
Sarnia & Chatham. For ap-
plication or interview, CALL 
1-800-263-4777  www.otds.
com. 

PHONE DISCONNECT-
ED? Lowest reconnection 
rates. Only $45./month-
eve r y  m o n t h !  S w i t c h 
to Easy Reconnect, no 
charge. Enjoy your sav-
ings! You’ll thank us. 1-
877-446-5877

BUSINESS

RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
- Country Depot, TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Options Deal-
erships available. New & ex-
isting locations. No Franchise 
Fees - receive Yearly Divi-
dends. Call TruServ Canada 
TODAY - 1-800-665-5085. 
www.truserv.ca

BUSINESS

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

MAKE CUSTOM ARCHI-
TECTURAL Crown Mould-
ings & Accessories. We 
offer complete turnkey busi-
ness packages with full 
training, f inancing OAC. 
Big Income, Great Career 
1-888-373-2278 www.free-
castventures.com 

BREATHTAKING! Entre-
preneurs required to mar-
ket the latest in high-tech 
air purification. High earn-
ing potential. Will train! 
1- 800 -377- 0261; www.
maximumsuccess.com/
BB4EVER

PROFESSIONALS

AT T E N T I O N  R E G I S -
TERED NURSES:  Full-
time positions with full ben-
efits.  Various US locations.  
Sign-on / relocation allow-
ances.  New grads wel-
come.  Call Medical Career 
Match Toll-Free 1-877-735-
9632  www.medicalcareer-
match.com

HELP WANTED

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full or 
Part Time. No Experience 
Required. Start today. Visit 
our website now. www.My-
HomePCJob.com. Code: A1

GROWING INTERNATION-
AL COMPANY needs help 
part-time / full-time imme-
diately. $$$Huge Earning 
Potential$$$. Visit: WWW.
WINSYSTEMS4LIFE.COM 
for more information.

$$$ CRUISE SHIP JOBS 
$$$ Sail the sunny Caribbean. 
Free: room, food, flight. Apply 
today! 613-741-7743. www.
cooljobsinparadise.com

WANTED: TIMBER BUYER 
- must have own transporta-
tion. Salary and expenses are 
negotiable. 705-385-8786

A-Z DRIVERS

OWNER OPER ATORS 
NEEDED for Flatbed or 
Van to run long & shor t 
U.S. Top Rates. $1,000 sign 
on bonus first pay. CALL 
Across Country Transport, 
Beamsville, Ontario, 1-800-
565-3634 Ext. 225

A-Z DRIVERS

AZ DRIVERS  - SINGLE 
HIGHWAY U.S. RUNS. 
Paid Hub miles, paid Bor-
der crossings, sleeper berth 
pay, full benefit package, 
new equipment, regular 
home time. To find out how 
you can increase your earn-
ings & be home more CALL 
1-800-668-9691 Ext. 214. 
McArthur Express Inc. Lo-
cated in Cambridge.

FOR SALE

BEST LONG DISTANCE 
rates. Bangladesh 20¢, 
Bulgar ia 9.9 ¢,  Europe 
5.5¢, India 22¢, Israel 
5.5¢, Pakistan 29.1¢, Phil-
ippines 16.1¢, Vietnam 
29.1¢, Agents Wanted. 
w w w.dc i t e l e c o m.c o m,  
To l l - Fr e e  1 - 8 6 6 - 8 5 0 -
5679.

CHEAP TELEPHONE RE-
CONNECT - Disconnect-
ed? Phone Factory is only 
$49.95/month for service! 
No gimmicks, everyone 
is approved. Free calling 
card with hookup! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefac-
tory.ca

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800 -267-1829. 
www.shef f ieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of Interior 
Design, Ottawa, ON

FINANCES

WHO DO YOU OWE...AND 
HOW MUCH? Find all liens 
against you - car financing, 
marital, legal, divorce, bank 
& student loans, equipment 
rentals, private lenders. 
www.PPSA.ca

EMPLOYMENT

MIDDLESEX-ELGIN LEGAL 
SERVICES INC. WSIB/CPP 
Specialists. Are you an injured 
worker? For FREE Consul-
tation CALL NOW TOLL-
FREE 1-866-922-9742 (1-
866-WCB-WSIB) or 519-645-
1855. www.wewinwsib.com

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE 
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, nev-
er equaled. Since 1982. 
Sell chocolate bars and 
new products. Make full 
$$$. Fundraising servic-
es available. 1-800-383-
3589.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
AUTOMOTIVE DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

DECKS & FENCING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.
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LANDSCAPING DEPOT

PLUMBING
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HOME RENOVATIONS

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL
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SPRINKLER INSTALLATION

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

FOR SALE

ARE YOU CONFUSED about Coral 
Calcium? We can help! Coral Calci-
um “Extra” - Remember you get what 
you pay for! Call before purchasing. 
Toll free 1-866-319-0708; www.cu-
recanada.com

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU’RE AP-
PROVED, Get a Genuine MDG Hori-
zon Computer System for only $899 
or just 81 cents per day. With a Free 
Lexmark 3 in 1 Printer, Free Digital 
Camera, Free CD Burner, Free Mi-
crosoft Word and Free 17” Samsung 
Monitor. No Money down, Don’t Delay, 
Call Today! 1-800-236-2504.

MORTGAGES

LARGE FUND...Borrowers Wanted.  
Start saving hundreds of dollars to-
day!  We can easily approve you by 
phone.  1st, 2nd or 3rd mortgage 
money is available right now.  Rates 
start at Prime.  Equity counts.  We 
don’t rely on credit, age or income.  
CALL ANYTIME 1-800-814-2578 
or 905-361-1153.  Apply online at 
www.capitaldirect.ca

PERSONALS

Are drugs and alcohol affecting your 
life? Information about treatment ser-
vices is available. Call the DRUG AND 
ALCOHOL TREATMENT INFORMA-
TION LINE (DART) toll-free, 1-800-
565-8603. www.dart.on.ca

Gambling too much? If you or someone 
you know has a problem with gambling, 
call the ONTARIO PROBLEM GAM-
BLING HELPLINE (OPGH) toll-free, 
1-888-230-3505. www.opgh.on.ca

DIVORCE SURVIVAL STRATEGIES 
--- Before spending large sums on 
legal fees, call THE FAMILY LAW 
CENTRE.   Our lawyers will outline 
your options & offer proven strate-
gies to help safeguard your assets & 
defend your child custody & access 
rights.  Don’t be a victim! “Separate 
Smart”.  Uncontested Divorce $398 + 
Disbursements (Ontario Only).  Toll-
Free 1-866-459-4529.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a 
PARDON! Need to enter the U.S.? 
Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free 
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON 
or 905-459-9669. 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Suffering from a 
shortage of  young 
people entering 

skilled trades, local home-
builders are teaming up 
with the school board to 
help reverse that trend.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board, 
in conjunction with area 
companies, is going full 
tilt with a youth program 
aimed to attract new 
blood to the construction 
industry.    

Youth from high schools 
across the region, in-
cluding Elmira District 
Secondary School, con-
structed a home at Jacobs 

If they can build it, they will come
School board partners with companies to attract young people to trades

Trail Estates located near 
Printery Road in St. Ja-
cobs.

Students involved in 
this year’s edition of  the 
internship enjoyed the 
fruits of  their labour 
June 18, taking part in a 
graduation ceremony in 
St. Jacobs. 

“We realized there was 
still a shortage of  people 
in the construction indus-
try and that construction 
companies were [looking] 
for skilled people who 
knew how to be framers, 
bricklayers,” said WRDSB 
internship coordinator 
Nancy Campbell.

The internship program 
is offered to current and 
former students who are 

either unemployed or un-
deremployed, Campbell 
explained.

Beginning in November, 
students engaged in sever-
al in-class workshops and 
introductory seminars for 
three weeks, before they 
commenced building.    

On the jobsite for 18 
weeks, young work-
ers built the home from 
start to finish, with the 
exception of  the frame, 
which was laid into the 
ground by employees of  
St. Jacobs-based Werner 
Bromberg Limited.  

“They physically, with 
their teacher and assis-
tant instructor, built the 
house,” Campbell said.

Students were involved 

in every one of  13 trades, 
including plumbing, 
framing, electrical work 
and brick laying.

Initiating the program 
with Mattamy Homes in 
Waterloo in 1996, Camp-
bell said the internship 
garnered the Conference 
Board of  Canada’s busi-
ness education award for 
the province in only its 
second year. The award is 
sponsored by the confer-
ence board and the Royal 
Bank of  Canada and rec-
ognizes innovation in 
business.

The program is run in 
conjunction with Human 
Resources and Skills De-
velopment Canada.        

▼ See INDUSTRY page 24
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GARAGE SALES

$7+ 
GST

GARAGE SALE 
SPECIAL

• 2 WEEK 
   INSERTION
• GARAGE SALE 
   POSTERS
• USE OF A-
   FRAME SIGN*

CALL 669-5790
(*$20 Deposit required for use of sign)
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OFFICE EQUIPMENT & SERVICING

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSIS

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

PAINT/DECOR
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INVESTMENT SERVICES

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
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INVESTMENT SERVICES
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EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE. CALL FOR DETAILS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Want that photo to hold up in the scrapbook?
Get photo-quality prints in full colour by calling us.

...IT LASTS 
LONGER!

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY
CONSTRUCTION
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call: 519-669-0913or email: tonyd@sgci.com www.waterloodragonboat.com

WATE R LO O  R E G I O N
Saturday July 17th, 2004
8:30am to 8:00pm
Laurel Creek Conservation Area
Waterloo, Ontario
(Park Entrance Fees Apply)

Enter a Team! Come and Watch!

College & University 
Provincial Championships!

Award Ceremonies

Public Beach

Arts & Crafts

Dragon Boat Races

All Equipment Supplied

Food & Beverages

Fun for Kids!

I n  s u p p o r t  o f  
G r a n d  R i v e r  H o s p i t a l  
C h i l d b i r t h  Pr o g r a m s

Schneider Foods • Woolwich Observer • Sentex Communications • Exchange Magazine • Conestoga-Rovers & Associates • One Hour Signs • Echo Magazine

T H E  D R A G O N S  A R E  C O M I N G

Printing donated by Brought to you in part by Creative donated by
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

������������������������ ��������������
����������������
������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������
������
������������� ������������ ���� �� ������� ����� ���������� ����� ��������� ����
������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������
�������

��� ���������������������������������������������������������������������
������������

��� ������������������������������������������������������������������
��� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������
��� ������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������
��� ��������������������������������������
��� ��������������������������������������������������������������������
��� ����������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������
��� �������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������

June 16
12:45 PM A quantity of meat, 

jam and flour was reported miss-
ing from the garage of a Northfield 
Drive residence. Sometime in the 
previous four days, the garage was 
entered and the food items, along 
with several canvass chairs, were 
taken. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.
1:16 PM A Snyder Avenue, Elmira 

resident reported several unau-
thorized calls were made on their 
phone line. Over 11 calls, a bill 
in excess of $300 was racked up 
as part of a computer scam that 
makes unauthorized calls. The Wa-
terloo Regional Police fraud branch 
and the OPP/RCMP PhoneBusters 
are investigating.
1:22 PM A resident of Ament 

Line near Linwood reported finding 
an old shotgun near the bank of 
a previously flooded watercourse 
– a storm June 14 brought 15-
centimetres of rain in 50 minutes. 
The Remington 870 – reported to 
be in “very poor condition” – is 
being held at Waterloo Regional 
Police headquarters in Kitchener. If 
an owner doesn’t come forward, it 
will be destroyed.

June 17
7:46 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
King Street and Farmers Market 
Road, near St. Jacobs. A vehicle 
was stopped at the lights when 
it was struck from behind. There 
were no injuries and damage was 
reported as moderate. No charges 
were laid.

12:15 PM Police returned to the 
area – actually the St. Jacobs Farm-
ers Market parking lot – for a two-
vehicle collision involving a school 
bus. The bus driver was negotiating 
through the parking lot when it 
struck a parked vehicle. No children 
were aboard at the time. Damages 
were moderate. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.
1:39 PM A Wyatt Street, Elmira 

resident reported an abandoned 
bicycle on their property. The bike 
– described as a teen’s silver bi-
cycle – is being held at the Elmira 
police station.
8:47 PM A quantity of cash was 

reported stolen from an Ament 
Line, Linwood residence. The com-
plainant provided police with a 
suspect who lives outside the local 
jurisdiction. North Perth OPP con-
ducted an interview with the sus-
pect. The investigation continues.

June 18
1:29 AM A flaming vehicle on 

Katherine Street attracted a re-
sponse from firefighters and police. 
The late model Volkswagen Golf 
– which had been abandoned in a 
ditch – was engulfed in flames. No 
driver was found at the scene and a 
canine unit was unable to link any-
one to the vehicle. When contacted 
by police, the vehicle’s owner, a 
Waterloo resident, reported it must 
have been stolen sometime earlier 
in the night. The investigation con-
tinues.
11:24 AM A rear licence plate 

was reported stolen by a Kitchener 
resident. The vehicle had been left 

at a First Street, Elmira business 
for repairs when the plate – with 
marker AJBK 329 – went missing. 
There are no suspects.
8:45 PM A party in the yard of 

Linwood PS was disbursed by police 
after complaints about the noise 
were received. Upon arrival, officers 
also found a school window had 
been broken. Arrangements have 
been made to compensate for the 
window. No charges were laid.

June 19
3:23 AM A 17-year-old St. Cle-

ments boy was issued a 12-hour 
driver’s licence suspension and 
charged with driving in contraven-
tion of his licence following a rou-
tine traffic stop on Voisin Crescent 
in the village. The boy blew a ‘warn’ 
during a roadside breath/alcohol 
screening test, however, under G2 
licence restrictions drivers aren’t 
permitted to consume any alcohol.
4:01 AM A Guelph man was 

charged with ‘dangerous driving’ 
after police responded to a sin-
gle-vehicle collision on Floradale 
Road, near Line 86. Upon arrival, 
officers found several people near 
the vehicle, none of whom admit-
ted to being involved. However, a 
20-year-old Guelph man arrived 
shortly thereafter and confessed 
to being behind the wheel. He was 
also charged with breach of proba-
tion.
12:46 PM A man of no fixed 

address faces one count of break-
and-enter, perhaps more once oth-
er police forces are done with him, 
following a break-and-enter to an 

Ament Line residence in Wellesley 
Township. Sometime overnight, 
the residence was entered and a 
lady’s handbag containing cash 
and credit cards was taken. The 
complainant provided police with a 
suspect. North Wellington OPP also 
contacted the complainant a little 
while later to report they’d found 
a wallet at the scene of a collision 
– minus the driver. On June 21, 
Wingham police reported they had 
the suspect in custody on an unre-
lated matter. The suspect remains 
in custody and will return to the lo-
cal jurisdiction once the other legal 
issues have been dealt with.
6:31 PM A 16-year-old RR1 Wa-

terloo boy was charged with ‘care-
less driving’ following a single-ve-
hicle collision that saw his vehicle 
flip end-over-end several times 
before it struck a telephone pole 
on Three Bridges Road, near St. Ja-
cobs. The boy reported he lost con-
trol of his vehicle at a high rate of 
speed. There were no injuries, but 
the vehicle was demolished.
7:29 PM A woman was charged 

with trespassing and ‘intoxication 
in a public place’ after police re-
sponded to a recreational area on 
Line 86, near West Montrose.

June 20
1:07 AM A pair of Elmira resi-

dents face two assault charges 
after police responded to a distur-
bance at a Church Street, Elmira 
residence. The man reported suffer-
ing from numerous cuts made by 
the woman, which police believe 
involved the use of a weapon. In 

return, the woman accused the 
man of assault, with which he was 
charged. The woman was taken 
into custody and charged with as-
sault with a weapon.
7:07 PM Elmira firefighters and 

police responded to a Flamingo 
Drive, Elmira apartment building 
after a fire was reported. The fire, 
which is believed to have been 
caused by a heat-lamp that fell 
onto a carpeted area, was extin-
guished quickly. Damage was mini-
mal and there were no injuries.
9:21 PM A Centre Street, Elmira 

resident reported losing a gold dia-
mond engagement ring. The ring – 
which went missing between June 
16 and 19 – was lost somewhere 
along Industrial Drive.

June 21
1:43 AM An abandoned bicycle 

was found on Duke Street in Elmi-
ra. The bike – described as a burnt 
orange, men’s multi-speed bicycle 
– is being held at the Elmira police 
station.
10:03 AM A custodian at St. Te-

resa School in Elmira reported the 
theft of three shrubs from behind 
the building. The newly planted 
shrubs – valued at $60 each – were 
taken sometime overnight. There 
are no suspects.
6:37 PM Police responded to a 

recreation area on Line 86, near 
West Montrose, after a trailer unit 
was broken into. A front window 
was smashed and a fillet knife with 
a six-inch blade and a quantity of 
Crown Royal rye were taken. There 
are no suspects.

June 22
12:50 AM A “very small” quantity 

of marijuana and a glass bong were 
confiscated from a driver on Benja-
min Road, near St. Jacobs, during a 
routine patrol stop. The driver was 
issued a warning in lieu of charges 
and the drug was destroyed.
10:51 PM Officers responded to 

a Blue Jay Road, Elmira residence 
after a fenced area was entered and 
a stereo was stolen from a car in the 
process of being refurbished. The 
compound was entered sometime 
overnight. There are no suspects.
1:51 PM A Raising Mill Gate, 

Elmira resident reported finding an 
abandoned bicycle on their prop-
erty. The bicycle – described as an 
older-style, green CCM  – is being 
held at the Elmira police station.
1:54 PM A Wyatt Street, Elmira 

resident reported finding a child’s 
scooter abandoned on their prop-
erty. The scooter is being held at 
the Elmira police station.
8:45 PM A bicycle was reported 

stolen from the Elmira pool on 
Ernst Street. A grey stunt bike with 
“sweet” painted on it was taken 
from the rack outside while the 
owner attended the pool. There are 
no suspects.

June 23
12:26 AM A trio of youths face 

charges after police were called 
about suspicious activity on Union 
Street in Elmira. Upon arrival, offi-
cers charged two boys with drink-
ing under-age and charged a girl 
with ‘obstruct police.’ All three 
were picked up by their parents.

The relationship with 
Mattamy Homes ended, 
however, due to a lack 
of  land to build on. That 
builder was  subse-
quently replaced by deals 
with Monarch Homes, 
Cook Homes and Werner 
Bromberg Ltd., the latter 
currently partnered with 
EDSS. 

Participants in each se-
mester earn four credits 
upon completion of  the 
course. 

Graduating from the pro-
gram June 18, students will 
now move onto the next 
phase of  the internship 
– namely a job shadowing 

Continued from page 22

Industry looks to counter shortage in the trades
opportunity with various 
builders in the region. 

Ending in late July the 
program is paid work, via 
a wage subsidy shared 
equally between the feder-
al government and various 
homebuilders. 

Hopefully that will lead 
to apprenticeships or 
full-time employment, 
Campbell noted.

Of  the 16 that started the 
program, 15 have moved 
on.

Feeling the effects of  
a shortage of  labour is 
Werner Bromberg Ltd. 
president Gary Bromberg.

The 20-year skilled trades 
veteran said the construc-

tion industry as a whole 
has been experiencing a 
downturn in recent years 
in the amount of  people 
seeking this line of  work.     

“What prompted the pro-
gram is the lack of  young 
people trying to get into 
the construction industry,” 
he said. “What we are try-
ing to do with the schools 
is promote the trades and 
build a partnership with 
the home builders so that 
we have younger people 
coming back into skilled 
labour again.

“There is definitely a need 
for skilled labour – it’s in 
short supply right now.”

Working with the family 

business for years Brom-
berg said young people 
are shying away from the 
industry for a number 
of  reasons, including the 
over-glamorization of  
computer-related or desk 
jobs.

However, he said, young 
people should be aware 
that there are jobs in the 
skilled trades field that can 
also provide a good living.

“I think people can ap-
preciate the sense of  
pride they get in actually 
building something, do-
ing something with their 
hands and being able to 
walk through the product 
when they are done,” he 

said. 
Bromberg noted that he 

is pleased with the intern-
ship program – working 
with the 16 students this 
year – and hopes to work 
with organizers again in 
the future.    

Campbell said the num-
ber of  graduates speaks to 
the success of  the intern-
ship.

“That is an unbelievable 
stat; to have that many peo-
ple finish the program,” 
Campbell told the Ob-
server. “We are obviously 
meeting a need and it has 
been very successful.”

Since the program was 
initiated, organizers have 

encountered few difficul-
ties in attracting students.

According to Campbell, 
the program has succeed-
ed because young people 
are interested in acquir-
ing additional high school 
credits and see the value 
in getting hands-on expe-
rience.

“We had no problem in 
filling our class – we put 
in one ad in the newspa-
per and it was filled,” she 
added.

Campbell said she hopes 
the internship will contin-
ue next year and that the 
board would once again 
apply for funding from the 
federal government. 
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Charity BBQ collects $4,500 for cancer centre Getting set to celebrate Canada’s big day WCHC marks its 15th birthday

▼ See BATS page 31
▼ See BORDER page 31
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s no light at the 
end of the tunnel, 
say Canadian cattle 
farmers still coping 

with export bans placed on 
Canadian beef as a result of 
last year’s mad-cow scare. 
Many, in fact, are consider-
ing getting out of the busi-
ness all together, a prospect 
that has left a number of them 
unhappy.

That displeasure was on 
display as several cattle asso-
ciations staged a rally at the 
Ontario Livestock Exchange 
in St. Jacobs June 18, intended 
to give farmers an update on 
the current state of their in-
dustry.  

“Tough decisions will have 
to be made by all of us,” said 
Ron Wooddisse, president of 
the Ontario Cattlemen’s As-
sociation, addressing some 
250 cattle farmers and deal-
ers. “Over the past 13 months 
there’s been stress I’ve not 
seen before … there’s very lit-
tle reason for optimism.” 

Beef farmers have seen their 
livelihoods ravaged after a 
single case of BSE (Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy) 
was discovered on an Alberta 
farm in May 2003.

Since the discovery, world 
markets – including this coun-
try’s largest trading partner, 
the United States – have virtu-
ally shut the gate on Canadian 
beef.

The only sign of relief for 
farmers to-date has been the 
allowance of processed meats 
such as hamburger patties 
into the U.S. food supply.  

Government officials in 
Washington proposed to al-
low Canadian cattle under 
30 months of age to cross the 
border recently, however, a fi-
nal decision is still pending.         

Politicians running in local 

Cattlemen air 
their beefs

No relief in sight for cattle farmers

ridings were also on-hand in-
cluding Kitchener-Conestoga 
Liberal incumbent Lynn My-
ers, Steve Strauss, Conserva-
tive candidate for Kitchener-
Waterloo, and his NDP rival 
Edwin Laryea.

In what sounded more like 
campaign speeches than sup-
port, candidates promised to 
further their cause in getting 
the U.S. government to resume 
trading beef with Canada.      

However, for many farmers in 
attendance the views expressed 
by politicians did very little to 
ease their minds; they called for 
more action and fewer words.

“I’m sick of hearing the same 
old thing over and over again,” 
argued beef farmer Patrick 

Hallahan, who runs a cattle 
farm in Brussels, Ontario, near 
Milverton. “These politicians 
just tell us what we want to 
hear but aren’t doing enough 
for us. They’ve got to open the 
border.

“If these guys lose their jobs 
they will still have a place to 
sleep at night; we won’t …we 
lose everything.”

Fellow farmer Andy MacDou-
gall, who travelled from Kirk-
field, Ontario hoping to hear 
positive news, echoed that sen-
timent stating that he expected 
more from the meeting.

For one, MacDougall said he 
was disappointed in the low 
turnout of farmers that showed 
up for the rally. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After a one-year hiatus, 
the Woolwich Rusty 
Bats Family Night is 

back and sporting a new cause 
– two, actually. On July 8, the 
local 40-plus men’s baseball 
league is hosting a barbecue 
and raffle in support of the 
Woolwich Arena Fund and the 
Elmira Midget fastball team’s 
effort to defend its Canadian 
National Fastball crown.

“We wanted to get back in 
the groove this year and there 
were a couple endeavors in 
town that could use some fund-
ing,” said league chair Herb 
Townsend, who said a family 
night didn’t materialize last 
year because of organizational 
complications.

“We’re looking forward to 
getting the guys involved in 
some endeavors that will help 
the community.”

Family Night will take over 
Lion’s Park on Barnswallow 
Drive in Elmira from 6:15 to 
9:15 p.m., when the league is 
normally playing. And that 
night will be no exception. In 
addition to the barbecue and 
raffle, interested attendees 
will have a chance to check 
out a pair of games.

“All the guys in the league 
– there are 60 of us – try to sell 
a book of tickets each, so that’s 
where the majority of our mon-
ey comes from,” Townsend ex-
plained, noting the main priz-
es are tickets to a Toronto Blue 
Jays game – there’s a block of 
four and a block of two up for 
grabs.

Rusty 
Bats

return 
to Lion’s 

Park
Woolwich Arena 

Fund, Midget
fastball squad to

benefit from BBQ, 
raffle sales

MacDougall said he decided 
to make the trip after initial-
ly hearing that 4,000 to 5,000 
cattlemen were expected to at-
tend – about 25 farmers from 
the eastern Ontario township 
chartered a bus for the jour-
ney.

“I thought there would be a 
lot more of us out here today,” 
he said. 

Like most cattlemen, this 
former construction worker 
said he does not know wheth-
er he will be able to continue 
operating his farm.  

Investing a great deal of 
money into his operations, 
MacDougall said he has lost 
far too much and is literally 

A BLEAK ROAD AHEAD  Cattle farmers from across the province gathered at the Ontario Livestock Exchange in St. Jacobs 
June 18 to voice their concerns over the state of the beef industry in Canada. The farmers, whose livelihoods have been 
impacted as a result of the mad-cow scare, face increasing financial hardships. PETER CRISCIONE

It was a banner year for the Gleeson Insurance Brokers’ charity BBQ 
on June 10. The Grand River Regional Cancer Centre will benefit to the 
tune of $4,534. Over its five years, the annual event has raised a total of 
$21,271 for the centre.

The area is awash in Canada Day activities for the coming holiday. In addi-
tion to Elmira’s Gore Park festivities, full-day events with an historical twist 
are set for Joseph Schneider Haus and Doon Heritage Crossroads. The big 
fireworks show caps the celebration on the UW campus.

The Woolwich Community Health Centre’s annual general meeting on 
June 28 takes on a special flavour this year: the St. Jacobs-based health-
care provider celebrates 15 years of service to Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. A “visual history” banner will mark the event.
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Hungry people can’t 
fix the environment

Food security is key to helping poor farmers prosper
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It doesn’t much matter 
what kind of crop you 
try to grow – geneti-

cally modified, or oth-
erwise – if your soil is 
sick, the crop will fare 
poorly. And that’s the 
situation facing millions 
of African farmers right 
now. Centuries of farm-
ing on barely passable 
soils have left the ground 
void of nutrients. This se-
verely hampers yields in 
the very continent where, 
along with India, food is 
needed the most. 

Dr. Pedro Sanchez, win-
ner of the World Food 
Prize in 2002 and a new 
recipient of a University 
of Guelph honorary doc-
torate, says developing 
countries need to focus 
immediate efforts on 
helping Africa fix un-
healthy soils. The ground 
is starving for nitrogen 
and phosphorus, two nu-
trients that are vital for 
plant growth, and all it 
takes is some help with 
indigenous varieties and 
techniques to start turn-
ing the situation around. 

Sanchez points to two 
leading lights in the fight 
against soil degradation. 
First, he’s seen positive 
results from agroforestry 
– the practice of planting 
trees and crops together 
– thanks to something 
popularly called “fertil-
izer trees” in Africa. The 
trees produce pods that 
are high in nitrogen, and 
crops planted around 
them are able to use the 
nitrogen from the pods. 
Keeping in mind African 
farms are typically just a 
few acres in size, this is 

a reasonable, cost-effec-
tive approach, replenish-
ing soil nitrogen without 
having to use expensive 
chemical fertilizer. San-
chez has seen produc-
tion triple in areas where 
these so-called fertilizer 
trees are planted.

The other approach 
– one championed and 
extensively developed by 
University of Guelph sci-
entist Peter van Stratten 
– is harvesting phospho-
rus from rocks. It turns 
out that in Africa, there 
are numerous significant 
deposits of phosphorus 
in fairly easy-to-access 
rock groupings. Despite 
their prevalence, the 
deposits are too small 
to interest major fertil-
izer manufacturers. But 
they’re just right for co-
operatives of farmers to 
mine themselves, even in 
a fairly primitive way, by 
basically grinding down 
rock until it’s dust, and 
working it into the soil. 
Crushing the rock onsite 
can also create jobs, and 
provide an inexpensive 
fertilizer source for local 
farmers. 

These steps are neces-
sary before the discus-
sion about new technolo-
gies or other strategies 
designed to ease world 
hunger can advance. 
Those affected by hunger 
ultimately need to be able 
to address the things that 
contributed to their hun-

ger in the first place. San-
chez acknowledges there 
are many factors involved 
– politics, poor roads and 
transportation and civil 
unrest, among them – but 
he’s convinced the best 
and most long-term way 
to help alleviate hunger 
is by helping Africans be 
better farmers, through 
soil rejuvenation. 

So what about biotech-
nology? Some hold it out 
as panacea for hunger. 
But while Sanchez sup-
ports biotechnology, he 
says it’s secondary in im-
portance behind helping 
sick soil. “When people 
want to talk about bio-
technology, I say let’s talk 
about soil fertility, let’s 
talk about water manage-
ment. Right now, that’s 
what Africa needs.”

Sanchez has been cen-
tral to a soil rejuvena-
tion project that’s made 
250,000 farmers viable 
again, able to produce 
enough to feed their own 
families, and sell the ex-
cess to others. But, as he 
says, that number is a 
“drop in the bucket” in 
Africa, where millions 
are hungry. He’s hoping 
we in affluent countries 
will be generous – and 
Canadians have tradi-
tionally been – in aid 
and development efforts 
designed to help African 
farmers learn how to re-
store their soils and their 
dignity as farmers.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo Region’s 
plan to overhaul 
Lobsinger Line 

in Heidelberg has been 
shelved for a year, the 
result of  petroleum con-
tamination found under 
the roadway. Negotia-
tions over who will pay 
for the necessary cleanup 
have caused the region 
to postpone the project, 
which was slated to begin 
early next month.

“We had been pushing 
pretty hard to get that out 
for construction and then 
we had some problems,” 
explained project man-
ager Dave Kramp. “One 
of the big reasons [for the 
delay] was the funding 

Lobsinger Line reconstruction
to be delayed by a year

Petroleum found under roadway, Region negotiating 
cleanup before project can continue moving forward

for [the cleanup]. This is 
not contamination that 
the region has generated; 
it looks like it’s migrated 
off the gas station prop-
erty – generally we look 
to have the owner of that 
property be responsible 
for the cleanup.”

Soil samples taken from 
under the road show a 
link between the contam-
ination on the former Hei-
delberg Motors Inc. site at 
the corner of Lobsinger 
Line and Kressler Road, 
Kramp added. The sam-
ples were taken last win-
ter, but ongoing negotia-
tions with the property’s 
owner have taken longer 
than initially expected.

The landowner couldn’t 
be reached for comment.

“Since that time, we’ve 

been looking at what needs 
to be done in order to clean 
up that material and also 
what our [project] design 
needs to do to accommo-
date it,” Kramp continued. 
“There just wasn’t enough 
time in order to meet our 
tendering dates to get the 
cleanup design completed 
[in order to begin work 
this summer].”

An environmental con-
sulting firm, acting on 
behalf of the landowner, 
has been working with 
the region on the matter. 
The necessary cleanup 
is now expected to take 
place while the recon-
struction project is un-
derway next year.

“We can’t leave that mate-
rial there. It’s gasoline con-

▼ See GAS page 29
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Just ask any member 
of Elmira’s Midget 
boys fastball team 

and they’ll assure you 
that the road to victory 
is a hard one, with chal-
lenges coming both on 
and off the field.

At least that’s the story 
for the hometown lads as 
they try to raise $25,000 
to pay for their trip to 
Prince Edward Island 
next month in defence of 
their Canadian fastball 
championship title.     

To help reach that goal, 
members of the squad, 
along with team coaches 
and parents, helped run a 
hungry-man’s breakfast 
held at the Elmira Legion 
June 20.

“The breakfast is go-
ing pretty well,” said the 
Midget’s left fielder Geoff 
Martin, 19, as he topped 
up the coffee mugs of 
hungry patrons. “This 
town really knows how 
to show their support and 
help people out.” 

Team officials are hop-
ing to fare a bit better 
than last year in terms 
of covering the cost of the 
trip – the team managed 
to raise just over $15,000, 
having to cover the re-

For the good of the ol’ ball game
Members of Elmira’s midget fastball team work their way to the championships

mainder itself. 
Anticipating about 

400 people throughout 
the morning – with the 
breakfast running from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. – or-
ganizers said the money 
collected would be split 
between the baseball 

squad and the Legion’s 
ways and means commit-
tee.   

For $5, or $2.50 for chil-
dren, the hungry morn-
ing rush was treated 
to “an all you can eat 
buffet” with eggs, toast, 
pancakes, sausages and 

home fries spearheading 
the menu.

“We enjoy doing this 
kind of thing especially 
if it will help the youth 
of the town,” said the Le-
gion’s Joe Vervoort, not-
ing that the baseball club 
approached committee 

members about putting 
on the event earlier this 
year. “They needed the 
help, and we’re happy to 
do it.”  

The breakfast was just 
one of several fundrais-
ers staged recently by the 
group, with the last event 

coming in the form of a 
carwash on Industrial 
Drive June 12.

All the hard work has 
not gone without reward, 
however, as the team re-
ceived a sizable cheque 
of $6,500 courtesy of the 
Dan Snyder Memorial 
fund.

The cheque was present-
ed to the squad at the Le-
gion breakfast by LuAnn 
Snyder, the mother of the 
deceased NHL player in 
whose memory the fund 
was established.

That amount has elevat-
ed the total tally to near-
ly half of the required 
funds, according to team 
officials.   

But despite all this talk 
of money going around, 
the team is keeping its 
eye on the ball, gearing 
themselves up for anoth-
er shot at top prize.

“There are some pretty 
good teams that compete 
at the nationals but we’re 
ready for them,” said 
catcher Travis Martin, 
noting that squads from 
Nova Scotia and B.C. tend 
to provide them with the 
most competition. “But 
we have a lot of guys re-
turning and we have 
one more year of experi-
ence under our belt so we 
should [do well].”

HUNGRY FOR A CHAMPIONSHIP  Elmira’s midget baseball team – including Adam Snider (left) and Tim Freeman (right) – hosted a hungry 
man’s breakfast at the First Street Canadian Legion June 20. The event was a fundraiser geared in part to helping the team raise funds for their 
trip to the Canadian fastball championships held in P.E.I next month. The boys are gunning to raise $20,000.   

PHOTOS: PETER CRISCIONE
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Dr. Carole Wilkinson, Optometrist
wishes to announce, the following office 

hour changes for the summer months

OFFICE CLOSED
July 1, 26, 30, August 2, 6,
9 and 13 and September 6.

Closing at 5:30 on  July 28, Aug. 4 & 11.

Normal office hours resume on Sept. 7th, 2004.
Thank you for your understanding.

38 Church St. W. Elmira           669-5471

FAMILYALBUM

What do you need built today?

Decks. Additions. Sheds. Pool houses.

Basements. Kitchen or bathroom reno-

vations. New house framing.

Quality craftsmanship.

Honest and professional.

Our designs make creative and effective use

of your space.

Tell us what you need built. Call today.

699-6192

What do you need built today?

Decks. Additions. Sheds. Pool houses.

Basements. Kitchen or bathroom reno-

vations. New house framing.

Quality craftsmanship.

Honest and professional.

Our designs make creative and effective use

of your space.

Tell us what you need built. Call today.

699-6192
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Love Family & Friends

CONGRATULATIONSBIRTH NOTICE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 50TH

BIRTHDAY
PETER

We love you and 
are proud of you.

Love John, Barb, Nancy, 
Geoff, Sandy, Marcia, 
Jessica, Jocelyn, Mom 

& Bert.

CONGRATULATIONS

CITIZEN OF
THE YEAR

KEN
LUBERT

WIDEMAN; CONNIE 
AND DARREN are 
thrilled to announce the 
arrival of their new son 
Landon Carl on June 9th, 
weighing 8lbs 6oz. He 
has a proud big brother 
Blake and grandparents 
Carl Grubb of Mildmay, 
Carol Grubb of Hanover 
and Glenn & Lorene 
Wideman of Elmira. 
Thank you to our mid-
wives Julie and Sheryl 
for making our home 
delivery a safe and 
wonderful experience.

The family of 
JOAN WEICHEL

is hosting an 
OPEN HOUSE

in celebration of her
80TH BIRTHDAY

at St. James Lutheran
Church gymnasium on

Arthur St.
SUNDAY, JUNE 27

2:00 - 4:30 PM
Best WIshes Only

IN MEMORIAM

ELIZABETH (BETTY)
WALTER

JULY 1, 2002
In loving memory of a special 
Wife, Mother, Grandmother, 
and Great-Grandmother.

We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have is memories,
And your picture in a frame.

Your resting place we visit,
Put flowers there with care,
But no one knows the
   heartache
As we turn and leave you
   there.

Forever in our hearts:
Bill & Family

DEATH NOTICES

a sausage (or two) with 
salad or a hotdog with 
salad.

Last year, about 100 peo-
ple from the surround-
ing area took part in the 
silent auction and bake 
sale, but with more fea-
tures, Wagner is optimis-
tic a larger crowd will 
follow.

With the addition of 
a meal, this is the first 
time the service board 
has pre-sold tickets. Sales 
have been sluggish, but, 
“I still think we’re going 
to get a lot of people who 
just come,” commented 
Wagner.

New attractions added to 
Hawkesville Family Fun Night

Organizers optimistic new features will attract bigger crowd, more funds

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The traditional 
Hawkesville silent 
auction and bake 

sale has gone through 
a growth spurt. This 
evening (June 26) will 
see the unveiling of the 
expanded Hawkesville 
Family Fun Night.

“We’ve extended it, 
made it a little bit more 
this year. We wanted to 
get the community to 
come out, especially to 
get the kids involved in 
the community,” said 
Shelley Wagner, the 

newly elected chair of the 
Hawkesville Community 
Centre service board.

“We’re hoping that with 
having something for the 
children to do while the 
parents go to the silent 
auction, look through the 
bake sale … it encourag-
es more [people] to come 
out.”

Added to the slate 
of events – held at the 
Hawkesville CC, starting 
at 4:30 p.m. and running 
until 7 p.m. – are a se-
ries of children’s games, 
mini-golf (putters are re-
quired) and dinner. The 
meal consists of either 

All proceeds from the 
evening will go to the 
community service 
board. No specific project 
has been identified as the 
beneficiary of this year’s 
event.

As such, there is no par-
ticular fundraising goal 
for the festivities; simply 
“whatever we can.”

Another change to the 
evening comes in the 
timing. Traditionally, 
the fundraiser is hosted 
in early June. However, 
booking issues arose, 
leaving organizers with 
June 26 as the only op-
tion.

DEATH NOTICES

CONRAD, William “Bill”
Peacefully, on Sunday, June 20, 2004, at 
Groves Memorial Community Hospital, 
Fergus. Bill Conrad age 74 years, of Elora, 
formerly of Elmira.

HOLST, Marieta (Mrs. Alfred)
Peacefully, on Wednesday, June 16, 2004, 
at Fairview Mennonite Home, Cambridge, 
Marietta (Boyd) Holst, in her 93rd year, 
formerly of St. Jacobs.

HUTTON, David Wesley
Listowel Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, 
June 22, 2004, Mr. David Hutton of Lis-
towel in his 63rd year.

Local relatives are granddaughter Joyce 
and her husband Percy Felker of Elmira.

WINGERT, Diane M. (nee Schnurr)
At KW Health Centre of Grand River Hos-
pital, on Sunday, June 20, 2004. Diane 
Marie Wingert  aged 62 years.

Local relatives are son Dave and his wife 
France of Drayton.

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU

THANK YOU FROM THE ELMIRA LIONS CLUB!
To all the people who participated in the 2nd Annual Golf Tournament on June 7th, we

appreciated your support and the contributions to the many community projects the
Elmira Lions Club supports. Thank you to all the hole sponsors as listed below:

Central Ontario Cattle Ltd. • C.L. Martin & Co. Ltd. • Polyman Plastics • RBC Financial Group 
- Elmira • M&G Millwrights Ltd. • Ken & Naomi Freiburger • R.W. Thur Real Estate Ltd. • Ziegler 

Electric Ltd. • Woods & Clemens Barristers • RMW Aluminum • Newt’s Mechanical • Re/Max
Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd. • Elmira Brick Facing • Elmira Insurance Brokers Ltd. • Emmanuel

Village Homes of Kitchener Inc. • Programmed Insurance Brokers • Krums Inc. • Dennis Martin
• Don Martin • Finoro Homes/Penn’s Way • Paradigm (Elmira) Homes Ltd. • Kennedy’s Catering

Special thanks to Woolwich Observer
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP
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Julie
Adams

SALES REP
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“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

�����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
����� �������� ����� ���� ��� ���� ������� ����� ��
������� �� ������� ����� ���� ��������� ����� �����
�������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������

OPEN HOUSE - TEVIOTDALE
�������������������������������

�����������
��������������������

�������������������������

��������

Semi-detached backsplit features finished family room 
complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $192,900. Other 
semi-detached models starting at $179,900. Single 
family homes starting at $199,900. Great selection 
of  lots available.

ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

BRAD MARTIN
Assoc.  Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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tamination and we can’t 
run a watermain and ser-
vices through there. It just 
wouldn’t be technically 
very easy and it wouldn’t 
be right either,” the proj-
ect manager added.

The region’s plan calls for 
the reconstruction of a 1.1-
kilometre section of road 
through the centre of the 
settlement to be rebuilt to 
modern road standards. A 
cyclist/horse-and-buggy 
lane is also slated for both 
sides of the road, as well 
as turning lanes and traf-
fic lights at the intersec-
tion of Lobsinger Line and 
Kressler Road.

Storm sewers and water 
lines underneath the road 
will also be replaced. The 
total cost of the project is 
expected to be $2.1 mil-
lion.

While regional offi-
cials view the petroleum 
contamination as an ob-
stacle, there are several 
Heidelberg businesses 
that see it as somewhat 

Continued from page 26

Gas sidelines project
of a blessing. Steve Mc-
Cathie, owner of Forwell 
Plaza and Forwell’s Super 
Variety, told the Observer 
there are several busi-
nesses in the core that op-
pose the project. This de-
lay, he said, will provide 
some short-term relief.

“It’s going to be a big 
disturbance for us. Need-
less to say, being a busi-
ness on a highway, it’s 
not easy when they cut 
your traffic off like that,” 
he said, referring to road 
closures necessary to 
complete the work. “Clos-
ing the road could just 
about kill us as it is.”

The merchant also 
raised concerns over 
plans to eliminate some 
of the on-street parking 
currently available in 
the core, as well as plans 
to install curbs.

While the depth of water 
and wastewater piping 
has been changed as a re-
sult of the contamination, 
no street-level alterations 
have been made.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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Discover the answer to life, the universe and everything
Q.  To a good-looking 
stranger at a bar:  “Hey, 
I’m feeling psychic.  If your 
street address doesn’t be-
gin with a 1, 2 or 3, drinks 
are on me.”  Are you gonna 
get lucky?

A.  Don’t need much 
luck.  Though you’d 
think that covering 
only three digits out of 
a possible nine would 
give you a 1-in-3 chance, 
this ignores “Benford’s 
Law.”  It’s a surprising 
fact that there are more 
addresses beginning 
with a 1, 2 or 3 than all 
the rest put together.  
Just open a phone book 
at random and you can 
verify this for yourself: 
Beginning digit 1 – 
about 30% of addresses, 
2 – 18%, 3 – 12%, 4 – 10%, 
5 – 8%, 6 – 7%, 7 – 6%, 8 
– 5%, 9 – 5% (American 
Scientist magazine).

So your address gambit 
will win about 60% of 
the time, far better than 
the 33% your bemused 
subject might suspect.

Why the numbers work 
out this way is still not 
well understood.  But 
as physicist Frank Ben-
ford pointed out, the 
pattern exists wherever 
there are lists of “amor-
phous” data, like ad-
dresses, stock market 
quotations, populations 
of cities, areas of rivers, 
heights of mountains, 
etc.

Next challenge:  The 
stranger’s cell phone 
number!
Q.  What makes a properly 
thrown boomerang come 
back?

A.  Some 20,000 years 
ago, StoneAgers in what 
is now Poland used boo-
merangs for hunting, 

and these weren’t sup-
posed to come back, 
says Cambridge Uni-
versity’s Hugh Hunt in 
his online “Unspinning 
the Boomerang.”  Their 
odd hockey- stick or ba-
nana shapes and weight 
distributions allowed 
them to be thrown for 
great distances, with a 
wobble and unpredict-
ability that made them 
harder for a bird or kan-
garoo to dodge.  Trial 
and error resulted in 
some boomerangs that 
did curve around and 
come back – used for 
play or sport.

A boomerang, with 
“arms” shaped like air-

plane wings or airfoils, 
curves because it be-
haves like a gyroscope.  
The spin causes the 
wings to move through 
the air at different 
speeds and to generate 
uneven lift.  The result-
ing twisting movement 
causes the boomerang 
to “precess” and move 
in a circular path.  
“This is a bit like a 
baseball pitcher’s curve 
ball where the spin gen-
erates lift which pushes 
the ball sideways, but 
the real difference is 
that a baseball does 
not behave as a gyro-
scope.  Just as well:  You 
wouldn’t want a 90-mph 

baseball coming back at 
you!”
Q.  Is that car you drive a 
“she,” a “he” or an “it”?  
How about your computer?  
The nation you live in?  That 
baby being pushed in a car-
riage along the street?

A.  Many nouns are 
given variable gender, 
depending on whether 
they’re thought of in 
an intimate way, such 
as vehicles or countries 
– “she can reach 60 in 5 
seconds,” “France has 
increased her exports” 
– says David Crystal 
in The Cambridge En-
cyclopedia of the Eng-
lish Language. Pets 
are often “he” or “she” 
though an anonymous 
baby may become “it.”  
It is not obvious why 
some entities are per-
sonified and others not, 
or why female personi-

fications are used with 
guns, tanks and trucks.  
Certainly anger, aggres-
sion and other typical 
gender stereotyping are 
not the clues here.  “The 
only consistently male 
trend in personification 
which the author has 
heard in recent years 
is in computing, where 
word processors and 
other devices are wide-
ly given male pet names 
and pronouns.”

Remember Douglas 
Adams’ The Hitchhik-
er’s Guide to the Galaxy, 
in which the computer 
Deep Thought, when 
asked about Life, the 
Universe and Every-
thing replied, “’Yes, 
there is an answer.  
But,’ he added, ‘I’ll have 
to think about it.’” (His 
answer, it turned out, 
was “42.”)

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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June 26 
Chicken Barbeque at The Rockmosa 
Community Centre, 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
Presented by Rockmosa United Church. 
$12, advance tickets available, call 
Darlene 856-9506 or Donna 856-9003. 
Jazz On The Grand – Two great jazz 
groups will entertain crowds. 1-5 p.m. 
at Princess and Mill Streets in Elora. 
Fundraiser for The Elora Centre for the 
Arts. For more information call 846-
9698 or 846-2600. 
Lucerin Blue Concert 8 p.m. at Milverton 
Mennonite Fellowship; $10 at the door. 
All proceeds go toward a community 
skate park. Milverton is just north of 
Stratford. 
Youth Drop In Centre – Summer hours 
are 1-8:30 p.m. (9 Friday) Gr. 6-8 and  
1-10 p.m. (11 Friday) Gr. 9 – age 19. 
There are many activities during July & 
Aug. Every time you come, enter a ballot 
for a chance  to win one of our fabulous 
prizes. 

June 27
Elmira & District Horticultural Society 
– will be holding a meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
at Trinity United Church. The speaker will 
be Marianne Weiler, a Master Gardener, 
who will speak on Rock Gardens and 
will show slides. All are welcome. 
Refreshments. 

June 28
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics 
Mon., Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. 
Registration is ongoing for the ten 
session class starting June 28, 2004. 
Cost $25. 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics 
Tues. & Thurs. 7 p.m. Registration is 

ongoing for the eight-class session 
starting July 6, 2004. Cost $20. 664-
3794. 

June 29 
Summer Reading at the Elmira Branch 
Library. “Fire Up Your Imagination: 
Dragons, Books and Quests” is the 
theme. Free registration begins at 10 
a.m. for all ages. Program runs June 29 
– August 20. 

July 4
Transport For Christ 9:30 a.m. Truck 
Parade from Milverton Co-op to 10 a.m. 
service & BBQ at Milverton Mennonite 
Fellowship. RSVP: (519)595-8762. 

July 8
Rusty Bats Family Night 6:15-9:15 
p.m. at Lions Park. Sausage on a bun, 
hamburgers. Proceeds to aid Midget 
Fast Ball Team & Elmira Arena Building 
Fund. 

July 9
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. 
For parents and their children (0-5 
yr). Topic: Infant and Child Nutrition, 
Interesting Foods For Children. (Jan 
Inguanez, Registered Dietician). 664-
3794.

September 19
Woolwich Trail Group – 2 p.m. two-
hour scenic hike in Schneiders Woods 
near Erbsville. Enjoy the fall colours at 
Schneiders woods! Meet at the access 
point at the corner of Wideman Road and 
the Wilmot Line (Wilmot Line/Waterloo 
Boundry). This is one concession south-
west of Erbsville. 
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running out of time. 
“This is just the same 

old rhetoric … the word 
of the month,” MacDou-
gall told the Observer. “I 
know we can’t realisti-
cally get the border open 
tomorrow but give me 
some sort of reality. Give 
me some real options to 
deal with this situation.”

Since the international 
trade bans were put in 
place 13 months ago, Ot-
tawa has offered farmers 
some relief via a billion-
dollar bailout announced 

Border remains hurdle to beef
in the federal budget last 
March.

However, despite the 
promise of cash many, 
including Myers, say it 
is not enough.        

“We’ve given almost $1 
billion but I mean those 
are band-aid dollars 
when it comes down to 
it …it’s a band aid, it’s 
not the solution –  it’s not 
the answer,” Myers said. 
“We haven’t done enough 
in that sense and I am 
the first to admit that in 
terms of trying to shake 
the tree, trying to make 

sure that we get that bor-
der open.”

That prospect couldn’t 
come soon enough for 
Barry Mulvey, a cattle 
farmer out of Belgrave, 
Ontario, who said he 
has lost close to $500,000 
since the ordeal began. 

That is the reality for 
most farmers operating 
in his area with many 
taking on full-time fac-
tory jobs just to pay the 
bills, he noted.

“A lot of farmers have 
invested millions into 
their farms and now 

they’re practically los-
ing their shirts,” he 
said. “That’s what really 
hurts.”     

But despite the bleak 
forecast, Mulvey said he 
is remaining optimistic 
that an end to the trade 
ban is on the horizon.

“We still have a bit of 
hope that we can turn 
this situation around 
sooner than later. We 
have to have hope, es-
pecially for the young 
cattle farmers that are 
getting [into the indus-
try].”  

Continued from page 25

On average, the fam-
ily nights have garnered 
about $1,200 each for lo-
cal charities. In 2001, the 
league donated the funds 
to the Fountain of Memo-
ries in Elmira. The next 
year’s recipient was the 
Youth Drop-in Centre in 
Elmira.

This year’s recipients 
were chosen because the 
arena fund is “really key 
to the community right 

Bats swinging for 
local causes

now” and “it’s not that of-
ten that you get to go to the 
Canadian championship, 
let alone from our commu-
nity,” he said, referring to 
the Midget squad, which 
has to raise between 
$20,000 and $25,000 for its 
trip to Prince Edward Is-
land next month. “And it 
takes a lot of money to go 
to those things.”

All funds raised will be 
split evenly between the 
two recipients.

Continued from page 25
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