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����������������������3 Bdrm. Two Storey Townhomes 
from $163,900

Semi-Detached Homes 
from $173,650

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE ON 
BROOKMEAD ST. IN ELMIRA

Saturdays & Sundays 1:30-4:30 
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SALES REPRESENTATIVE

747-0231

PHASE I SOLD OUT
RESERVE NOW FOR
PHASE II

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A recycling operation north of Elmira may 
soon fi nd itself homeless – or at least in some 
very close quarters – after Woolwich council 
this week turned down its expansion bid.

Sittler Excavating Ltd. (SEL) had been looking to use 
part of a neighbouring farm property to house part 
of its wood-recycling business. That plan, along with 
a suggestion to sever and rezone part of the adjacent 
farmland, was turned down June 8. The decision, cou-
pled with restrictions on SEL property itself, could 
force the relocation of part or all of the business.

That prospect, however, has turned out to be an up-
hill battle: no one seems to want the operation, said 
the company’s planning consultant.

Since its proposal was denied in its fi rst go-round 
last month, SEL has been trying to fi nd alternatives 
to house the business, Sam Head, of Dryden, Smith 
and Head Planning Consultants, told councillors in 
requesting a solution to keep the operation in place. 
Currently located at 2660 Arthur St. N., the wood-re-
cycling enterprise has grown rapidly in a decade, ex-
panding onto a portion of a neighbouring farm in the 
past few years.

“Moving is not an option my client would like to ex-
plore at this point,” he said, explaining efforts to fi nd 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Giving with one hand and 
taking with the other, Wool-
wich plans to change the de-
velopment charges it levies 

on new construction in the township. 
Residential rates will drop slightly, 
while industrial projects will see a 
signifi cant hike under a proposal 
aired at council June 8.

A new development charges bylaw 
would see the township collect $3,086 
for an average single-family home, 
down 12.7 per cent from the current 
rate of $3,533. On the industrial side, 
those constructing new buildings 
would be assessed a fee of $1.29 per 
square foot, up 158 per cent from an 
effective rate of $0.50 (the book rate 
of $0.99 is discounted by half).

The dramatic increase would bring 
the industrial side in line with the 
true costs of new development – the 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It will be up to municipali-
ties to decide what to do 
with their share of fed-
eral gas taxes, Minister 

of Finance Ralph Goodale an-
nounced Tuesday (June 8) dur-
ing a campaign stop in the rid-
ing.

“I don’t think the federal 
government is particularly 
well-placed to micromanage 

this – the provinces probably 
aren’t either. It’s the local 
government that knows what 
the local infrastructure need 
is,” he said, noting the funds 
won’t be dedicated to a spe-

CAMPAIGN TRAIL
Minister of Finance 
Ralph Goodale (left) 
stopped by the riding 
Tuesday to show his 
support for fellow 
Liberal candidate 
Lynn Myers.

MYERS 
CALLS ON 
THE MIN. 
OF FINANCE  

RICHARD VIVIAN

FLYING THE COLOURS  Royal Canadian Legion members form across the 
region gathered in Elmira June 6 to help commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
D-Day, the allied invasion of Normandy during World War II.  The parade made 
it’s way from the Elmira Legion Hall to Gore Park, where a vigil was held to 
honour those who lost their lives.
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land elsewhere in the re-
gion and in neighbouring 
municipalities proved 
fruitless. “No one has 
zoning for this.”

Councillors, however, 
were not swayed by the 
argument, maintaining 
SEL is operating in viola-
tion of its current zoning 
requirements and must 
be made to comply.

Coun. Mark Bauman 
suggested the company 
reorganize its own 36-
acre site – also home to 
a gravel pit – to allow the 
wood recycling to be self-
contained, perhaps scal-
ing back the operation.

“It’s grown beyond the 
bounds that I think can be 
accommodated. We have 
to look at compromises 
– this has got too big for 
this site and what the an-
cillary [on-farm business] 
use was intended for.”

Both Couns. Murray 
Martin and Pat McLean 
agreed, voting to deny 
the SEL application, with 
Coun. Ruby Weber the 
lone supporter.

While supporting the 
recycling and waste-di-
version efforts, McLean 
said allowing the changes 
would set a bad precedent.

“We have two issues 
here: we have a land-use 

issue for expansion, and 
we have a compliance is-
sue. Clearly we haven’t 
had compliance on the 
site for a number of 
years,” she said. 

“I also have concerns 
that we’ll send the wrong 
message; we had a num-
ber of situations at this 
council [where] the ap-
plicant was asking for 
forgiveness rather than 
approval up-front. If we 
send a message that we 
will provide forgiveness 
when the application 
comes in after the fact, 
we don’t send the proper 
message.”

In acknowledging his 

recycling operation had 
exceeded its bounds, Rick 
Sittler said SEL provides 
a valuable service com-
patible with its current 
location.

“We obviously feel it’s 
the right spot for it. We 
feel we’ve passed the lit-
mus test – we may not fit 
the letter of the law, but 
you can argue we fit the 
intent of the law.”

Neighbour Clarence 
Weber, whose property 
Sittler makes use of, 
originally requested a 
rezoning to permit SEL 
to rent a 10-acre portion 
– the wood mulching and 
grinding operation is not 

permitted in an agricul-
tural zone, with a site-
specific amendment in 
place only on the Sittler 
property. When that pro-
posal was rejected last 
month, the application 
was changed to allow a 
severance of 7.5 acres to 
be sold to SEL, with the 
land added to the Sittler 
property

Weber and his wife Ma-
rie own a 72-acre land-
locked property north and 
west of the intersection of 
Arthur Street North and 
Florapine Road. 

SEL estimates that last 
year it diverted 120,000 
cubic yards of waste from 
the landfill site – the 
equivalent of some 1,000 
large truckloads.

Company to explore alternatives to current setup
Continued from cover

charges are levied to off-
set the municipality’s 
costs for expanding road, 
sewer, water and recre-
ation infrastructure to 
meet growing demand.

Residential charges 
would go down due to a 
decrease in wastewater 
and water costs, direc-
tor of finance Dan Chap-
man told councillors at 
the public meeting. With 
no new major inflow and 
infiltration (I&I) sewer 
work slated in Elmira, 
capital costs will decrease 
for the residential compo-
nent, he explained.

Region of Waterloo de-
velopment fees will rise 
across the board, how-
ever, under a proposal 
currently before regional 
council. If approved the 
new rates would take ef-
fect Aug. 1

The upper tier govern-
ment plans to charge 
$6,239 for the average 
single-family home in 
the townships, up 10.6 per 
cent over the current rate 
of $5,641.

Industrial/commercial 
rates will climb to $3.63 
per sq. ft., an increase 
of 56.4 per cent over the 
current charge of $2.32 
per sq. ft. (phased in with 
a charge of $2.89 as of 
Aug. 1, rising to the full 
amount Jan. 1, 2005).

“The region used to ap-
ply a discount to indus-
trial/commercial [proj-
ects], but now we’re mov-
ing to having [develop-
ers] pay the full fee,” said 
Calvin Barrett, director 

of financial services and 
development financing. 
“It’s the fair thing to do 
– that money has to come 
from somewhere, wheth-
er from new development 
growth or from the other, 
existing taxpayers; right 
now, the other taxpayer 
is paying for the [infra-
structure costs].”

Regulated by the prov-
ince, development charg-
es are established by a 
formula dividing fore-
casted capital costs by 
the projected population 
growth, consultant An-
drew Grunda said in a 
presentation.

Eligible costs include 
long-term expenses for 
indoor and outdoor rec-
reation services, admin-
istration, road construc-
tion, public works, fire 
protection and water ser-
vices, explained Grunda, 
manager of financial 
policy for Mississauga-
based C.N. Watson and 
Associates.

A study carried out by 
the firm forecasts a pop-
ulation growth of 5,300 
over the next 10 years, re-
quiring 1,850 new units to 
be constructed; over a 20-
year period (2004-2024), 
those numbers are 10,200 
and 3,600 respectively.

The township’s current 
timeline calls for the new 
development charges by-
law to be approved July 6, 
with the new rates taking 
effect immediately there-
after. Under provincial 
legislation, Woolwich 
has until Aug. 31 to adopt 
a new bylaw.

Dodge Rodeo Performance
June 19 & 20 - 2:00 p.m. at the Fairgrounds

NEW IN 2004:
Friday, June 18 6pm - WOTCPA

Team Penning - Rodeo Arena
Sunday Rodeo - Special Appearance by
King-Lyn Stables Precision Riding Team

ADVANCE TICKETS NOT REQUIRED

For more information 595-8602

Growth comes 
at a price for 
developers

Continued from cover
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Home from abroad
“When I came home, I had major problems switching back to English, says exchange student

Calling all candidates, 
and curious voters

RICHARD VIVIAN

   ▼   REAL NEWS, OPINION, AND ENTERTAINMENT BROUGHT TO YOU EACH WEEK BY YOUR ONLY 100% LOCALLY OWNED AND FOCUSED INFORMATION SOURCE.  
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MPP Arnott proposes 
halt on new gambling

Names are in and the 
race is officially on

Mailbox vandals hit 
St. Jacobs area

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Students in the foreign exchange pro-
gram at Elmira District Secondary 
School became so immersed in other 
languages that more than a month af-

ter returning home, they continue to dream 
in German and French.

“Every now and again, I still dream in Ger-
man, which is kind of funny. There are some 
sayings that I always say in German before I 
say it in English,” said Grade 11 student Au-
drey Spieker, who returned home from Birken-
werder (near Berlin), Germany in early May.

“When I came home, I had major problems 
switching back because I hadn’t spoken 
English for three months.”

A trio of EDSS students took part in the 
program this year, spending the spring 
months with families in Germany and 
France. While there, they attended school 
and took part in the everyday activities of 
youths in those areas – helped in part by 
their exchange partners, who spent three 
months living in the local area last fall.

“They gain a better understanding of how 
the language functions. There’s no better 

way to improve your language skills,” 
language teacher Stath Paleshi said of the 
program. “The calibre when they come 
back is so much higher.”

“The first day, I didn’t understand too 
much; I thought ‘what am I going to do?” 
Spieker recalled of her arrival in Germany. 
“I spoke English for the first week because 
pretty much everybody spoke English, ex-
cept for [my exchange partner’s] parents. 
Then, I just decided that I was there to 
learn German, so I stopped speaking Eng-
lish. Everything in my head was English 
and it took a couple weeks to switch it all 
to German. By the end, I didn’t realize I 
wasn’t speaking English anymore.”

Prior to making the trip, Spieker spent 11 
years learning German during Saturday 
morning language classes offered through 
the school board, but run by community 
members. Those classes are what inspired 
her to sign up for the exchange program.

Similarly, Grade 10 student Abbey Martin 
studied French all the way through school be-
fore heading off for Luche-Toarsais, France.

“I could understand them a little bit and I 
could talk too, but I wouldn’t always make 
sense. I would have a lot of grammar mis-

takes. But after the second month, I could 
talk well and could understand,” she said, 
noting that by the end of her stay she was 
“pretty much” fluent.

When not in class, both girls spent the 
bulk of their time much the same way they 
would have if they were home – hanging 
out with friends and not doing much of 
anything in particular.

“Normally when you go to France, you 
go as a tourist. But I was happy that I was 
there as a resident for a little bit and I got to 
really experience it,” Martin said, adding 
that her favourite thing to do while there 
was just to hang out with friends. “Every 
day we’d find something to do.”

On Tuesdays, Spieker got out of class at 10:30 
a.m. – school starts at 7:30 a.m. – and would 
travel to nearby Berlin to “just see what’s up.”

Keri Martin, Grade 10, also spent three 
months in France as part of the exchange 
program.

Five students have already been approved 
to take part in the exchange next year, in-
cluding one who’s travelling to Switzer-
land for a summer exchange in the coming 
weeks. Next year’s destinations include 
Germany, France and Spain.

Candidates seeking the Kitchener-Con-
estoga riding’s seat in Ottawa will be on 
display next week, as the Elmira Junior 
Chamber/Jaycees host the first all-candi-
dates meeting in the local area. 
The meeting – scheduled for 7 p.m. 

on June 21 at the Elmira Legion on First 
Street – will include all four candidates 
and will be moderated by Todd Letts, 
president and CEO of the Greater Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Chamber of Commerce.
After brief introductions, the public will 

have 80 minutes to quiz the governmen-
tal hopefuls on their views, as well as 
those of their respective parties.

Until the Province studies the social impact 
of gambling facilities, no new ones should 
be allowed to open, says MPP Ted Arnott 
(Waterloo-Wellington – PC). On Wednes-
day, he introduced a private member’s bill 
into the Legislature to that affect.
“I believe we need to pause and have a 

public inquiry to assess the problems as-
sociated with this massive expansion of 
gambling that we’ve experienced in re-
cent years,” he said. “I’m also concerned 
that governments are becoming addicted 
to gaming as a means of generating rev-
enue.”
Under Arnott’s bill – dubbed the Ontario 

Lottery and Gaming Corporation Amend-
ment Act, 2004 – the government would 
be compelled to appoint a commission to 
study the negative social impact of ex-
cessive gambling.

The ballot has been officially set for the 
June 28 federal election. This week, the 
nomination process closed; as expected, 
there are four candidates in the Kitch-
ener-Conestoga riding. 
Vying to represent the riding – which in-

cludes Woolwich and Wellesley townships 
– in Ottawa are Frank Luellau (Conserva-
tive Party), Len Carter (New Democratic 
Party), Kris Stapleton (Green Party) and 
incumbent Lynn Myers (Liberal Party).

Six mailboxes in the St. Jacobs area 
were smashed overnight June 5, result-
ing in a series of complaints to police 
the following morning. During the night 
hours, vandals destroyed two mailboxes 
on King Street, and four more on New 
Jerusalem Road.
Markings on the debris led police to sus-

pect the weapon of choice was a sledge 
hammer.
Police continue to investigate the inci-

dents.

Woolwich takes aim at 
Second Street parking

BACK ON FAMILIAR GROUND Students in the foreign exchange program at Elmira District Secondary School returned home from Europe last month. Both Abbey 
Martin (centre), who spent three months in France, and Audrey Spieker (right), who went to Germany, have noticed an improvement in their language skills. Teacher 
Stath Paleshi (left) has noticed the difference, too.

Having tackled smoking on school 
property, and the resultant disturbances, 
Elmira District Secondary School is now 
facing a review of parking on streets ad-
jacent to the facility.
At the June 7 meeting of Woolwich 

council, Coun. Ruby Weber proposed 
banning parking on one side of Second 
Street, citing complaints from neigh-
bours about safety, visibility and noise 
from students gathering around parked 
cars and listening to their stereos at loud 
volumes.
The township will look at conducting 

a survey of nearby residents to gauge 
support for that or other measures to ad-
dress on-street parking concerns.
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cific area, such as tran-
sit. “I think we’ve got to 
be guided by what local 
municipal leaders would 
argue is their priority.”

If re-elected, the Liber-
als have promised to give 
municipalities five cents 
per litre from federal 
gas taxes, starting in the 
2005-2006 fiscal year.

“It will probably take 
four or five years to ramp 
it all the way up,” Goodale 
(Wascana, Saskatchewan 
– Liberal) said of the five-
cent commitment, which 
he plans to detail in next 
year’s budget.

Exactly how the money 
will be allocated to mu-
nicipalities and what 
“reasonable parameters” 
come with it will be de-
termined in consultation 
with the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM), he added.

“There are differences 
across the country on 
how municipalities are 
organized. So our plan is 
to work very closely with 
the Federation of Cana-
dian Municipalities on 
the right allocation and 
distribution mechanism. 
The FCM will know best 
about all of these subtle 
differences from one 
province to the other.”

Gas tax sharing is only 
one of numerous funda-
mental differences be-
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tween the Liberals and 
Conservative Party, Goo-
dale stressed. The Con-
servatives, led by Stephen 
Harper, have pledged 
three cents per litre for 
municipalities, funneled 
through the provinces.

“We think, quite frank-
ly, that’s too little and it’s 
the wrong deal,” the fi-
nance minister said, sug-
gesting the Conservative 
plan would also see exist-
ing infrastructure pro-
grams cut in exchange 
for gas taxes.

“Our position is … the 
two are in addition to 
each other, they are in-
cremental. As we trans-
fer more of the fuel tax, 
beginning next year, we 
do not intend to cut back 
on existing infrastruc-
ture programs.”

“Infrastructure is very 
important and we need 
to make sure that the 

money is in place for in-
frastructure. It worries 
me immensely to know 
that when Stephen Harp-
er talks about that kind 
of money, that in fact in-
frastructure will suffer,” 
added Kitchener-Cones-
toga Liberal candidate 
Lynn Myers, referring 
to Harper’s pledges to in-
crease spending on mili-
tary and cut taxes. 

“Linwood, for example, 
would never get its recre-
ation centre money from 
the federal government 
under Stephen Harper,” 
Myers continued, sug-
gesting such infrastruc-
ture funding would be 
cut in exchange for gas 
tax transfers under a 
Conservative govern-
ment.

The two parties differ 
considerably on numer-
ous fiscal issues, Goo-
dale added, suggesting 

Harper’s belief there’s 
$90 billion of flexibil-
ity in the federal budget 
over the next five years 
as inaccurate. The cor-
rect figure, he said, is 
$40 billion.

“If you do your plan-
ning on the assumption 
you’ve got an unrealis-
tic amount to work with, 
then you could pretend 
to be all things to all 
people; you can spend on 
your social programs, 
you can invest in the mil-
itary, you can do massive 
tax cuts, you can do ev-
erything and never have 
to worry about a deficit. 
But the reality is you’re 
dealing with a wrong 
number,” he explained.

“[The Conservative Par-
ty] position is not benign 
and is not user-friendly. 
And it all derives from 
the numbers that under-
lie the fiscal plan.”

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Voter turnout, slid-
ing for the past 
four elections, isn’t 

likely to improve given 
the comparative lack of 
interest in a campaign 
that sends Canadians to 
the polls later this month, 
say experts.

The downward trend 
evident in four succes-
sive elections is going to 

Voter turnout slide to continue
Fewer than ever expected to head to the polls June 28

continue, predicted Peter 
Woolstencroft, a political 
science professor at the 
University of Waterloo.

“It’s been dropping 
across Canada for some 
time. There’s nothing to 
indicate there’s going to 
be a reversal.”

He predicted a turnout 
in the 57-58 per cent range 
of eligible voters.

In the 2000 election, 
61.2% of Canadian voters 
showed up, down from 

67% in 1997, 69.6% in 
1993 and 75.3% in 1988. 
In Ontario, only 58% of 
voters bothered to vote in 
2000, with the Waterloo-
Wellington riding almost 
right on target at 58.1%

Depending on who 
shows up June 28, a low 
voter turnout could help 
or hinder the incumbent 
Liberal government.

For Woolstencroft, a 
low turnout could work 
in favour of the govern-

ment, with general apa-
thy favouring the status 
quo. That said, there is a 
sense of anger among the 
general public, which 
could play a factor, he 
noted – “I see some of 
that now.”

Fellow UW political 
science professor Rob-
ert Williams predicted 
that “anger factor” may 
work against the Liber-
als.

“If people are angry, 

that often does not bode 
well for the government.”

Both pundits noted a 
tight race – a minority 
government is expected 
given current polling 
numbers – means party 
efforts to get supporters 
out to vote may play a 
crucial part in the elec-
tion.

Seat projections based 
on poll results this week 
show the Conservatives 
could win 114 to 188 seats, 

with the Liberals taking 
104 to 108. The NDP would 
win 21 to 25 seats, while 
the balance of power in 
the event of a minority 
government would rest 
with the Bloc Quebecois, 
expected to win 61 to 65 
seats in Quebec.

A party – or coalition, 
if it comes to that – must 
hold at least 155 seats to 
form a majority in the 
308-seat House of Com-
mons.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The last time there 
was a federal elec-
tion – the fall of 

2000 – local residents 
were in the largely ru-
ral Waterloo-Wellington 
riding, but things have 
changed and the riding 
is now more urban. With 
that shift in mind, those 
seeking voter support 
have to tackle a new set of 
challenges; reaching res-
idents of urban Kitchener 

New boundaries established for elections
Woolwich, Wellesley part of new urban-focused riding of Kitchener-Conestoga
and those of the agricul-
ture-heavy townships.

“I’ve lost a lot of [the 
rural areas]. It’s turned 
much more into an urban 
riding. The whole south of 
the city of Kitchener rep-
resents a great number of 
voters and that changes 
not only how we approach 
the election … but the 
strategies that go along 
with it,” said Liberal Par-
ty candidate Lynn Myers, 
the incumbent MP.

“You can’t go door-to-
door in the country, so 

you needed many more 
phoners to get to the rural 
areas. That’s now shifted 
to more door-to-door in 
the new growth areas, 
especially in Kitchener, 
and Elmira as well.”

In the 2000 election, the 
riding consisted largely 
of rural communities, 
stretching from the town-
ships of Waterloo Region 
into Wellington County. 
It also housed a section of 
Kitchener.

However, under the new 
Kitchener-Conestoga rid-
ing structure, a larger 
section of Kitchener is 
included and rural areas 

of Wellington County 
have been shifted to an 
alternative riding. That 
puts the bulk of voters in 
the urban area, causing 
candidates to turn there 
attention there, to some 
degree.

“I really feel that ev-
erybody deserves repre-
sentation and I’m going 
to make sure they get 
it,” NDP candidate Len 
Carter said of the impor-
tance of not overlooking 
the rural areas. “I’m sav-
ing two days a week to go 
outside the city limits of 
Kitchener. I expect to be 
in every one of the small 

communities.”
The new boundaries 

come with their advan-
tages, noted Conserva-
tive Party candidate 
Frank Luellau. Because 
of the shift, it’s not nec-
essary to have numerous 
satellite campaign offic-
es in the rural areas, as 
was done by the former 
Alliance Party in 2000, 
he said.

“This is fairly central to 
the riding, we can reach 
everybody in the riding 
… without phoning long 
distance,” he said of his 
Kitchener office. “What’s 
even more important, 

everybody who’s in the 
riding can phone here 
and it’s not long distance. 
From Elmira, you can’t 
even phone Breslau, 
which is still in the town-
ship, without it being 
long distance.”

In the urban areas, 
Carter said, his promo-
tion will rely greatly on 
signage and name recog-
nition. But that doesn’t 
work in rural communi-
ties, he suggested.

“In the rural areas, I 
think it’s more important 
to touch base with people, 
to actually touch hands, 
let them see my face.”

Goodale makes a campaign stop
Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN

RIDING THE 
CAMPAIGN  BUS
Municipalities will 
get to choose how to 
spend their share of 
federal gas taxes, if the 
Liberals are elected into 
government, Minister of 
Finance Ralph Goodale 
says. That money, is 
very much needed 
in rural areas, added 
Kitchener-Conestoga 
Liberal candidate Lynn 
Myers.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In an effort to raise 
awareness and get 
more young people 

to vote, Elmira District 
Secondary School held a 
student run mock election 
June 7. 

Initiated by Elections 
Canada – the non-partisan 
body in charge of running 
elections – the program is 
intended to promote politi-
cal awareness in youths 
while helping to measure 
public opinion.

According to officials, 
more than one million stu-
dents will take part in the 
program at schools across 
the country.

History department head 
Craig Stuart said the ex-
ercise would help educate 
young people and encour-
age them to get involved.  

“It gives kids a chance to 
do something instead of 
just talking about it and, 

Making your vote count
EDSS teams up with Elections Canada to address voter apathy among young people

at their age, if they don’t 
do it, they don’t learn it,” 
Stuart said.

Staff and student orga-
nizers used six different 
rooms as polling station 
where voters placed their 
ballots.

More than 1,000 students 
in Grades 9 through 12 
placed a vote for candi-
dates between 11 a.m. and 
noon.   

Stuart noted that the bal-
lots would be tallied soon, 
but the results would not 
be announced until the 
day of the federal election.

Using last fall’s provin-
cial election as a dry run, 
the history teacher said 
the success of that exer-
cise prompted teachers to 
extend the vote to all stu-
dents this time around.

In that election only 
Grade 10 students were eli-
gible to vote, he noted.

“We felt it (the previous 
mock election) ran fairly 
well and decided to open it 

up to all the kids,” Stuart 
told the Observer. “We are 
doing it just to raise aware-
ness among the kids to let 
them know the election is 
here and these are some of 
the big issues and this is 
why you should care.” 

Stuart said such exercises 
have become increasingly 
important, especially due 
to the fact that very few 
young people caste a ballot 
during election time.

Voter apathy among 
young people is rampant, 
with less than 30 per cent 
of Canadians between the 
ages of 18-25 casting a ballot 
in the provincial election.

“I’m hoping that the 18-
year-olds who can vote do, 
and those who can vote in 
the future [exercise that 
right],” he said. 

To help encourage kids 
to take elections more se-
riously, Stuart and other 
EDSS staff invited mem-
bers of Elections Canada 
to visit the school and 
speak to students.   

Elections Canada of-
ficials also enumerated 
close to 50 potential voters 
currently attending EDSS.

But despite the low num-
ber of people actually ex-
ercising their democratic 
right, some election offi-
cials are optimistic that a 
cord is being struck among 
young people. 

Carolyn Hertzberger, re-
turning officer for the new-
ly formed riding of Kitch-
ener-Conestoga, said cur-
rent efforts to attract youth 
to the polling stations have 
started to pay off. 

“It’s very exciting. We’ve 
been to all three of the 
high schools in our rid-
ing and they (students) 
are signing up,” she said 
noting that the office has 
already enumerated about 
100 high school students. 
“We thought this time we 
should really do some-
thing to raise awareness 
and I think [our efforts] 
seems to be creating some 
interest.

“We’ve had a better re-
sponse than we initially 
thought.”  

Officials have been trav-
elling to area schools and 
hosting open forums to 
answer any questions stu-
dents might have. 

Although young people 
refuse to vote because 
they may feel that their 
vote won’t count – as is the 
more common complaint 
made by youngsters – low 
voter turnout can also be 
attributed to the “politi-
cal awareness” at home, 
said Hertzberger, explain-
ing that young people are 
less likely to cast a ballot 
if their parents do not en-
courage it.  

Young people “should 
know it’s their responsibil-
ity and it’s a good thing to 
do to get into the groove of 
voting,” Hertzberger said. 
“They need to understand 
that one vote does make a 
difference.”    

Stuart said just by speak-
ing to students in class he 

has garnered a better un-
derstanding of why many 
young people have a nega-
tive view of politics. 

“There is a lot of apathy 
among young people,” Stu-
art said. “[Students] look 
at it from a demographic 
point of view and what do 
they see? They see a lot of 
middle-aged, older people 
running the country and 
they are a bit cynical … 
and see that the issues that 
are being pushed really 
don’t relate.”

He stressed that many 
students feel issues impor-
tant to them are “brushed 
under the carpet.”  

“Their big issue when 
they talk in class is what 
about education? What 
about lower tuition?” 
Stuart said referring to 
student concerns over 
skyrocketing post-second-
ary costs. “I think there 
is a real disconnect about 
what’s being said and what 
these kids would like to 
hear.”        

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Changes are coming 
to the way Welles-
ley council arrang-

es its meetings, a reac-
tion to suggestions made 
by Coun. Joe Nowak that 
items were inappropri-
ately discussed in a closed 
session last month.

At a May 25 commit-
tee-of-the-whole meeting, 
Nowak accused Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn of skirt-
ing the proper procedure 
during a May 18 council 

Council agenda juggled for transparency
Wellesley mayor accused of running meeting behind closed doors

meeting and discussing 
several items in a closed 
session. The minutes 
of the meeting indicate 
that’s not the case, though 
opinions vary on how the 
press came to leave early.

“I think the last council 
was accused of going into 
caucus a little bit more 
often than what some 
people thought was nec-
essary,” Nowak said June 
7, stressing the need for 
transparency in govern-
ment. “I think the whole 
thing should be looked at 
a little bit differently so 

that the press isn’t asked 
to leave prior to going 
into caucus.

“Those are the type of 
things that people ran 
elections on,” he said, 
referencing Kelterborn’s 
election promise to im-
prove the transparency 
of council proceedings.

While the discussions 
were determined to be 
procedurally correct, 
Nowak continued his ef-
forts to change the order 
in which council items 
are discussed. Coun-
cil ultimately agreed to 

change the agenda to 
include all open session 
items prior to caucus 
discussions. Previously, 
council resumed from 
caucus to discuss ‘other 
reports,’ which includes 
items brought to the at-
tention of councillors by 
their constituents.

“Why can’t we do the 
entire meeting while 
[the press] is still here, 
instead of having dis-
cussions without them 
present?” Nowak asked, 
noting that at the May 
18 meeting the press was 

told council would be go-
ing into a closed session 
following a break.

 “They were told that we 
were going to go into cau-
cus.”

Kelterborn challenged 
that recollection of 
events, suggesting mem-
bers of the press simply 
left on their own accord.

“As far as I was con-
cerned, we were in open 
council. If the press de-
cided to leave, that was 
their business. There is no 
intent to have discussions 
with them not being pres-

ent,” he responded. “If they 
decide to leave, that’s their 
business. We followed the 
appropriate procedure.”

After the press left May 
18, council went on to dis-
cuss the progress of the 
Official Plan – currently 
being reviewed by Water-
loo Region – and a report 
from fire chief Dave Geil 
that was requested last 
summer and is yet to re-
turn to council. Both are 
considered public infor-
mation and don’t meet 
the requirements of a 
closed-door meeting.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

You can have too 
much of a good 
thing, even when 

those things are trees, an 
Elmira neighbourhood is 
discovering.

Many of the trees plant-
ed in the new subdivision, 
located in the south end 
of the town off of South 
Parkwood Boulevard, 
have been marked for re-
moval: there are simply 
too many of them, says 
the municipality. Now, 
Woolwich Township has 
instructed Birdland De-
velopments to take away 
the excess greenery.

“They were being gen-
erous, but these [extra] 
trees are going to become 
a problem,” explained 
engineering technologist 
Randy Miller, adding the 
township required trees 
to be spaced no closer 
than 12 metres apart – 
many were planted at six-

Paging Paul Bunyon
Woolwich doesn’t want a forest 

from the trees in Elmira subdivision
metre intervals. “Some 
may not be a problem 
right now, but they’re 
going to grow and fill in 
– now is the time to re-
move them.”

Some of the trees were 
planted too close to stop 
signs, while others pose 
sightline problems for 
drivers, he said. Trees 
planted along the exist-
ing woodlot, meanwhile, 
are being removed be-
cause the species, Nor-
way maple, is not native 
to the area.

“They shouldn’t have 
been planted there in the 
first place.”

Birdland’s Chuck Mar-
tin said the company is 
now working to reme-
diate the site, with the 
work required under the 
developer’s agreement 
with the township.

“We planted more trees 
than were required 
because we thought it 
looked better.”

Trees slated for removal 

– marked with blue paint 
– may be cut or removed 
and replanted at one of 
the company’s other sub-
divisions. No decision 
has been made, he said. 
After removing the trees, 
the developer will have 
to fill in the holes and re-
sod the areas left vacant. 
Birdland is responsible 
for the maintenance of 
the boulevards until next 
year, when Woolwich 
takes over those duties.

Long-term maintenance 
requirements play a big 
role in determining tree 
planting requirements, 
Miller noted.

“We want the trees, but 
they have to function for 
the road,” he said, ex-
plaining that trees can 
interfere with overhead 
wires, with sightlines 
and with underground 
services as their root sys-
tems grow.

“We don’t want any-
thing that’s high mainte-
nance.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An overhaul of its 
fire department 
is in the works as 

Wellesley looks to make 
the township-wide ser-
vice more responsive. 
Meeting June 7, council-
lors got the ball rolling 
on an eight-step program 
– in two separate mo-
tions, council established 
a fire department advi-
sory committee that will 
report to council, as well 
as setting a clear chain of 
command, the first two 
steps.

“I think this will help. 
It’s going to set out a 
format to follow. You’ve 
got to start somewhere,” 
fire chief Dave Geil said 
of the plan, which he re-
ferred to as a good start 
to a long process.

The restructuring effort 
stems from recommenda-
tions by the Ontario Fire 
Marshal’s office (OFM) 
presented to council last 
month, at which time it 
was suggested the 1979 
bylaw governing the de-
partment be brought up 
to current standards. 

The restructuring is 
also designed to calm 
conflicts between the 
three stations – Linwood, 
St. Clements and Welles-
ley Village – that have 
existed since Geil was 
given leadership over the 

Wellesley begins fire 
dept. restructuring

Chain of command set, committee 
established to debate issues, changes

entire department. With 
that chain of command 
in place, Geil told the 
Observer he hopes some 
of those conflicts will be 
resolved.

Geil continues to hold the 
title of district chief for St. 
Clements as well, a source 
of conflict unto itself. 

“On this chart, the fire 
chief’s job is solely town-
ship chief. So would [the 
township chief] job be 
posted out … being as 
we’re changing things?” 
asked Coun. Jeff Wilker, 
a volunteer with the Lin-
wood station. 

“That’s something that 
would have to be dis-
cussed,” responded May-
or Ross Kelterborn.

Among the remaining 
steps are to establish the 
level of service (what du-
ties will the fire depart-
ment fulfill), the approval 
of operational guidelines 
and to develop a response 
to mandated service level 
changes. The committee 
is also charged with rais-
ing public fire prevention 
awareness, establishing 
a five-year capital plan 
and budgetary issues.

“This isn’t going to 
come easy. There’s a lot 
of work involved in this,” 
Coun. Joe Nowak said of 
the plan. “A lot of these 
discussions can become 
rather volatile. I just want 
to be confident that we can 
move ahead with this.”

Steps three through 
eight will be discussed by 
the advisory committee 
– which includes Geil, the 
three station chiefs, as 
well as another represen-
tative from each station.

The order and timeframe 
in which the steps are 
dealt with will also be de-
termined by the commit-
tee, which will make rec-
ommendations to council 
on each of the steps. Coun-
cil has the final say on all 
matters.

While recommenda-
tions will be approved by 
the majority of the com-
mittee, Nowak stressed a 
desire to hear views from 
the entire committee on 
issues. 

“I want to make sure 
that when we get rec-
ommendations at this 
council, every member 
of that committee has 
their stamp on it, that 
they know what we’re 
getting,” he said. “I think 
that’s very important.”

Councillors and Geil 
agreed it would be un-
likely the committee will 
reach a consensus in 
their discussions.

On a six-week basis, the 
committee will report its 
progress to council, in-
cluding any recommen-
dations and minutes of 
the meetings. A one-year 
timeline is expected for 
the plan’s full implemen-
tation.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Efforts to cleanup 
Elmira’s contami-
nated groundwater 

got a boost June 7 when 
Crompton Co. and Nu-
trite Fertilizer reached a 
deal to treat ammonia in 
the town’s aquifers.

The two companies 
reached a deal late last 
year, but the agreement 
fell apart, prompting a 
date before the Ontario 
Environmental Assess-
ment Board. A last-min-
ute agreement between 
the Union Street neigh-
bours was ratified by the 
EAB last Monday. News 
of the settlement was an-
nounced during a Cromp-
ton Public Advisory 
Committee (CPAC) meet-
ing held on the Crompton 
site later that day.

“We’ve had to compro-
mise, but we are just 
happy to have it settled so 
we can move on with the 
new ammonia treatment 
facility,” said Crompton 
spokesperson Stacey Fer-
ris-White. 

The two companies will 
share the cost of a plant to 
treat the elevated ammo-
nia levels in groundwater 
below their operations.

Ammonia is the latest 
issue with the contami-

Crompton, Nutrite reach deal on ammonia cleanup
Agreement means treatment efforts will be stepped up to tackle chemical in Elmira groundwater

nated aquifers, which 
have been under scru-
tiny for some 15 years 
since elevated levels of 
NDMA (N-nitrosodi-
methylamine) were dis-
covered. Subsequently, 
Elmira has been receiv-
ing its drinking water 
via a pipeline feed from 
Waterloo. 

The company has 
worked on a cleanup 
strategy – via a control 
order issued by the Min-
istry of Environment 
– however chemicals 
coming off of the Nutrite 
property often hindered 
efforts. The company has 
since been trying to get 
Nutrite to pay their share 
of cleanup.

A tentative agreement 
was reached in December 
2003, but minor details 
prevented the deal from 
being fully adopted.   

Crompton’s treatment 
systems will be retrofit-
ted to increase capac-
ity for ammonia from 
on- and offsite wells and 
wells located on Nutrite 
property, Ferris-White 
noted. 

The cost of the treat-
ment will be shared be-
tween the two companies, 
with Nutrite picking up 
70 per cent of the tab and 
Crompton covering the 
remaining 30 per cent.

Other specifics relat-
ing to the deal were not 
released at Nutrite’s re-
quest.

Nutrite spokesperson 
Gilles Payette said the 
deal is similar to the one 
tabled in December with 
the exception of a few mi-
nor details.

Not willing to comment 
in great length, Payette 
said the compromise re-
flects additional finan-
cial costs that may arise 
in the future.  

“The amounts have not 
changed. The change is 
only with regard to things 
that could happen in the 
future,” Payette said in a 
phone interview from his 
office in Montreal.    

However, despite the go- 
ahead, company officials 
said they anticipate that 
it will take at least two 
years before the opera-
tion will take effect.

Crompton general man-
ager David Ash said there 
are a number of steps 
that have to be executed 
before the company can 
take action. Company 
engineers will first have 
to come up with a design 
for a new treatment sys-
tem capable of doing the 
job and then present that 
plan to the MOE.

“It takes time to do it 
right and to get approval.”

Ash added that the clean-
up could be accomplished 
more quickly if the region 
allows the company to 
utilize the Elmira sewage 
plant in the meantime to 
treat ammonia.  

However, despite the 
time needed to put this 
plan in place being a lit-
tle longer than desired, 
Ash said the important 
thing is that a settlement 
has been reached. 

“It’s something we’ve 
been working on for over 
10 years to get Nutrite to 
accept their share of the 
responsibility for the 

contamination of ground 
water in Elmira,” he 
said. “Equal to that this 
will be good for the com-
munity and good for the 
environment.”    

APT Environment and 
CPAC member Susan Bry-
ant said she was pleased 
that a deal between the 
two companies had been 
reached, but was disap-
pointed it took so long. 

In addition, Bryant ac-
cused the companies of 
not being transparent 
enough about the deal.  

“We’ll take what we can 
get; I mean what choice do 

we have?” Bryant asked. 
“I’m glad it (the deal) is 
done but I think they left 
it [too long] and it’s kind 
of annoying that we don’t 
know what the point of it 
all was. They’re not re-
leasing enough informa-
tion so you can see what 
the problem really was.

“It just makes me won-
der if everybody was just 
delaying for the sake of 
delaying because it saves 
them money. The more 
time you stall on spend-
ing money the more it’s 
considered a plus [by the 
companies].” 

BACKED UP FOR KILOMETRES  The normally heavy traffic on Hwy. 7 became heavier June 7 following 
an afternoon collision that backed up traffic for several kilometres as rush hour approached. A three-
vehicle collision occurred in front of Belgian Nursery, near Greenhouse Road, at 3:30 p.m. Two vehicles 
were stopped, with the lead vehicle intending to turn left into the nursery, when a large van struck them 
from behind, causing a domino effect. There were no injuries, but damages were reported as extensive. 
A Guelph man was charged with ‘careless driving’ in relation to the incident.

CAUSING TRAFFIC CONGESTION
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[The Conservative Party] position is not benign and  
is not user-friendly.

Finance Minister Ralph Goodale, on a tour of the 
Kitchener-Conestoga riding, says government coffers 
would be emptied under Conservative plans.

» Government wining
Just in time for summer, the McGuinty 
government appears ready to do 
something constructive: the introduc-
tion of bring-your-own wine legisla-
tion. Ontarians will be able to bring 
wine to a restaurant, have it served, 
and take home any leftovers.

» The politics of apathy
With much riding on the upcoming 
election - much more than many 
people suspect - it’s ironic that fewer 
of us seem to care. As reported this 
week, voter turnout is expected to 
hit a new low, continuing a disturb-
ing trend in our “democracy.”

» Civilians in the crossfire
Another week, another attack on for-
eign workers in Afghanistan. Terror-
ists groups, unable to win a military 
battle or garner popular support, 
seem intent now on hindering the 
rebuilding process in that country, 
as in Iraq.

Tampa Bay ain’t no place for the cup
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Wellesley visited by 
ghosts of bosses past

No leader anywhere 
to fill the void

It just ain’t right that 
no team from Florida 
wins the cup – I’m bet-

tin’ Lord Stanley is spin-
nin’ in his grave.

I’m all for the Yanks 
– and I ain’t got nothin’ 
against the folks in Tam-
pa Bay – but they don’t 
even got snow down in 
those parts. It don’t make 
sense that they should be 
hoistin’ the cup all the 
way down south.

Them that remembers 
the original six know the 
Americans sometimes 
won the cup – though 
time was Toronto would 
win its share – but they 
was teams right up near 
the border: Detroit, Chi-
cago, Boston and New 
York.

Now, they got teams in 
the damnedest of spots, 
including two of ‘em in 
Florida, not to mention 
California and Arizona. 
That just don’t make 
much sense.

When it comes to the 
NHL, I’m all for Cana-
da first: this is where 
it ought to be – and I’ll 
even include Montreal, 
as much as it pains me to 
say it.

PAYING RESPECTS TO AN 
UPSTANDING LEADER

Speakin’ of the Yanks, 
they sure is makin’ a real 

mark over the passin’ of 
Ronald Reagan, which is 
just how it ought to be. 
He was a proper leader, 
the kind we ain’t seen in 
those parts since Ike.

I ain’t one to go talkin’ ill 
of President Bush, senior 
or junior, but Reagan was 
the fella with the manlies 
to take out the commies – 
he stared ‘em right down, 
knowin’ these was like 
bullies who’d run away 
if you call their bluff. Say 
what you want about the 
nutjobs out there today, 
the reds was the real 
menace, what with all 
them nukes. It was Rea-
gan that made us all safer 
on account of beating 
back the tide – who’d ever 
figure we’d be allies with 
the Russians again.

All that came courtesy 
of a president that could 
relate to the people, 
which don’t hold for most 
of what passes as “lead-
ers” these days.

I’m guessin’ all the fuss 
around his passin’ is 
more like celebratin’ his 
life than about grief, the 
way things was back then 

for John F. Kennedy, who 
also stood up to the Sovi-
ets, though he weren’t so 
upstandin’ a fella. You 
gotta figure that bein’ 93, 
Reagan had lived a pretty 
full and long life – though 
those of us getting’ up 
there is more apt to be 
seein’ that as not too old. 
Still, sufferin’ with the 
Alzheimer’s, it’s probably 
for the best that he’s gone 
to a better place … and 
that he probably don’t 
remember some of the 
messes seen at the White 
House in recent years. 
HARPER  APPLAUDED FOR 
STICKING IT TO CRYBABY

BLEEDIN’ HEARTS
Like Ronald Reagan and 

George W. Bush, Stephen 
Harper is tryin’ to do 
right by the decent folks 
of the country. That bein’ 
so, I don’t understand 
why it is that some cryba-
bies is gettin’ all worked 
up over his plans to get 
us back on the straight-
and-narrow, what with 
lookin’ at them gay mar-
riages and abortion, and 
a bunch of other unhappy 
things.

Right-thinkin’ folks is 
happy to tackle them is-
sues, especially since 
them decisions should 
be made by those that 
we elect, not some group 
of judges that ain’t never 
stood for a vote. It’s the 
pantywaist politicians – 
most of ‘em of a red stripe 
– that’s too woman-like to 
take on the courts; Harp-
er is lookin’ to change 
that sad bit of history.

Now some would call that 
old-fashioned thinkin’, 
but there ain’t nothin’ 
wrong with that – it’s 
good, old-fashioned ideas 
and tradition that made 
this country so great, at 
least before the lefties and 
bleedin’ hearts got around 
to whittlin’ all the good-
ness away. What we got 
today is too much caterin’ 
to types that ain’t done 
much for our moral fiber. 
Instead, we got coddlin’ of 
degenerate behavior.

With his latest go-round 
at reform, Harper is 
lookin’ to even out the 
scales for decency, to put 
the power back in the 
hands of normal, hard-
workin’ folks who ain’t 
been gettin’ a square deal 
for so many years that 
only us older types can 
remember when we had 
it so good.

Canadians, we’re told, are adrift as the current 
sweeps us toward the June 28 federal election: 
there are no issues to capture our collective 
imagination. Mostly, we’re ticked off at gov-

ernment – any and all of them.
This sentiment, of course, plays into the hands of op-

position parties: vitriol is usually directed at the in-
cumbents. The Conservatives, who have no real plat-
form outside of turning back the clock on fundamen-
tal rights, are keeping fairly low-key, a strategy that 
works for their wooden leader, Stephen Harper.

Prime Minister Paul Martin, in the meantime, has 
been running around like the proverbial chicken. The 
Liberals were caught off guard by the extent of public 
dissatisfaction, exacerbated by the sponsorship scan-
dal and, in Ontario, by the provincial Liberal budget.

Martin’s demeanour, far from being encouraging, 
has only served to make Harper and NDP leader Jack 
Layton seem more in control. Yes, the Liberals are in 
something of a tailspin, but that shouldn’t mean panic 
in the PMO. We have politicians acting like they’re 
afraid the gravy train will leave the station with-
out them; if the Liberals want Canadians to stay the 
course, they should at least act like they’re in charge 
and have a steady hand on the controls.

With none of the leaders proving either charismatic 
or overly capable, Martin would be well advised to act 
in a prime ministerial way – we may not care for poli-
ticians, but we expect certain behaviour from them. 
Neither Harper nor Layton is capable of governing 
this country, with the Conservatives lobbing from the 
fringe that was the Alliance. The road is wide open for 
Martin to ditch the deer-in-headlights approach and 
to offer up some substance – the negative ads aimed 
at Harper will remind some voters the Conservatives 
are not the option they once were, while some genuine 
leadership might sway the bulk of the undecided away 
from a protest vote and back to the Liberals.

Otherwise, we’re all looking at a minority govern-
ment nobody wants.

Shades of the last Wellesley council’s penchant 
for closed meetings emerged in recent weeks; 
to its credit, the current incarnation seems 
prepared to nip them in the bud.

Mayor Ross Kelterborn, of course, campaigned on 
open and transparent government for the township, 
handily routing the incumbent – Doug Bergman had 
presided over a council that seemed to love meeting 
behind closed doors.

Perhaps most disturbing was a tendency to call 
an in-caucus session – with no explanation  why it 
was warranted – at the end of a council meeting, fol-
lowed by a motion to reconvene in open council … 
long after the media and general public had left the 
building. It was that issue that rose again in recent 
weeks.

While council has moved to deal with that practice, 
the solution is simple: hold in-camera meetings only 
when absolutely necessary, and do them immedi-
ately after a regular meeting – council should never 
have to reconvene in open session afterwards.

Any issues to be voted on following a closed-door 
meeting can easily be dealt with at a future meeting. 
If immediate action is called for (however unlikely), 
the public should be notified that will be the case.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Who do you think would make 
a good Prime Minister?” Doug

Winslade

IN DOING A LITTLE SPRING CLEANING, WELLESLEY MAYOR ROSS KELTERBORN
FINDS A LITTLE SOMETHING LEFT ON MOTHBALLS ... AND TRIES IT ON FOR SIZE.

“I don’t have 
any choice 
w h a t s o e v e r 
because I don’t 
think any of 
them are wor-
thy of running 
for Parliament 
at all.”

Willy
Schneider

“Wayne Gretzky 
would be good. 
He’s good with 
all the differ-
ent charities 
and things like 
that.”

Barb
Martin

“Either of my 
sons (Geoff and 
Chris), because 
they both know 
everything.”

Michael
Purves-Smith

“I would be in-
clined toward 
Jack Layton, 
though he has a 
tendency to be 
injudicious.”
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Liberals hit the panic button as election boasts the Peter Principle

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

New party, old ways for 
Reform Conservatives

COLUMNISTS YOU LOVE, AND A FEW YOU LOVE TO HATE - WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER.

To the Editor,
Another election again 

under the “first past the 
post” system: does it turn 
you off? Does it make any 
sense in a so-called demo-
cratic nation? Not to me. 

Are you turned off 
enough not to vote? It al-
most does me and I cer-
tainly understand the 
apathy and disinterest of 
especially the younger 
generation.

Our present archaic sys-
tem favours the larger 
parties and shuts out the 
smaller ones. According 
to Fair Vote Canada, the 
2000 federal election re-
sulted in giving the Lib-
erals 40.8% of the total 
vote, 57.5% of the seats 
and 100% of the power.

With a majority govern-

ment even the second and 
third largest parties can 
watch and holler from the 
sidelines. But they have 
no influence if an arro-
gant majority acts like a 
democratic dictatorship 
and blatantly ignore the 
election promises they 
make. It is one reason 
many do not vote and that 
should concern us all.

But instead of declin-
ing to vote, we should 
demand reform in our 
present system. At candi-
dates meetings, confront 
the candidates with this 
issue and hold their feet 
to the fire on this one. 
Press for proportional 
representation and fixed 
election dates. Join Fair 
Vote Canada, be vocal 
and challenge the estab-
lishment.

And do not listen to the 
▼ See REVAMP page 10

There are moments 
in time, captured 
by photographs, 

that remain forever with 
us – a frozen picture we 
will never forget.

One is that wire photo of 
the terrified naked little 
girl (now a housewife in 
Toronto) fleeing from a 
napalm bomb in Viet-
nam.

Another is the unforget-
table shot of little JFK 
Jr., in his short pants, sa-
luting as his dead father 
went past on Pennsylva-
nia Avenue in a coffin fol-
lowed by a riderless horse 
with the boots turned 
backwards.

Not to put too much on 
history, but one suspects 
the death of the Liberal 
party in 2004 will be re-
membered most by the 
front-page picture of a 
appa rent ly- demente d 
John McCallum trying 
to thrust a protest letter 
into the mouth of one Ste-
phen Harper.

Harper, the future 
prime minister, to his 

credit, swatted off the in-
truder as someone would 
treat an errant mosquito. 
It was the most embar-
rassing moment of a Lib-
eral government that is 
in high panic, sending 
out cabinet ministers to 
do the heckling jobs that 
previously were rented 
out to unemployed uni-
versity students.

This is the McCallum 
– while the PMO sent out 
a female cabinet minister 
to do the same kamikaze 
attack – who as defence 
minister of our benight-
ed government sent out 
a dispatch revealing that 
they didn’t know the dif-
ference between the “Vi-
chy” government – Hit-
ler’s quasi-government 
in conquered France 
– from “Vimy” Ridge, 
where Canada came to be 
a proud nation by its su-
preme sacrifice in a war 
that McCallum apparent-
ly had never heard of.

A very smart guy, es-
teemed at McGill Univer-
sity, a respected Royal 

Bank economist, he was 
somehow – what were 
they thinking? – made 
the defence minister and 
has now been shifted 
sideways into Veteran 
Affairs Minister (where, 
apparently, someone will 
explain to him the spell-
ing between Vichy and 
Vimy.)

Poor McCallum (who 
would accept an assign-
ment that made him look 
like a fool?) was already 
famous for being denied 
a short flight on Air Can-
ada because he was, um, 
breathing too heavily into 
the security Geiger-coun-
ter.

He is, alas, the perfect 
example of the Peter Prin-
ciple (which as a matter of 
fact invented by my high 
school wordwork teacher, 
Dr. Laurence Peter) which 
explains that in any large 

organization everyone 
is promoted to one level 
ahead of their competence. 
Which also explains our 
present prime minister.

It is all part of the puz-
zlement of this Martin 
government, the leader 
of which has never been 
elected by anyone. The 
leader of a shipping em-
pire, which pays its taxes 
in Liberia, has for some 
strange reason based his 
electoral campaign in 
running against his own 
party, declaring that he 
is “Mad as Hell” about 
the sponsorship scandal 
in Quebec. While guard-
ing our money as finance 
minister for nine years – 
and the senior minister in 
Quebec – he didn’t know 
anything about the scam. 
He’s Pinnochio, which 
is the reason he’s going 
down the drain.

He has succeeded in 
making the (wisely) quiet 
Jean Chrétien appear to 
the public as a clever and 
sympathetic figure. The 
chap who is suffering 
most about the Quebec 
sponsorship scam is now 
not Chrétien but Martin.

And Harper is illustrat-
ing the oldest wisdom in 
politics: when your op-
ponent is committing sui-
cide, just stand aside and 
let him do it. Silence is 
golden.

AND ANOTHER THING: 
It is great to honour a fine 
man, but the hagiography 
on Ronald Reagan – Time 
and Newsweek running 
the very same cover photo 
of him – is a bit much.

He was a surprisingly 
under-rated figure, ‘tis 
true, but he did not, as now 
claimed, kill Communism 
all on his own. (One of the 
now oft-quoted stories is 
that as a summer high 
school life guard he saved 
77 people from drowning. 
Who was counting?)

History will record that 

Reagan – “Mister Gor-
bachev, tear down that 
wall!” – had a little help. 
Number one was a Pol-
ish pope who resided in 
Rome. When he went back 
to his homeland and sup-
ported Lech Walesa in 
starting a shipyard union 
in Gdansk, that was the 
first chink in the downfall 
of Moscow ’s rule.

The second was the 
march of electronics. 
When the satellites came 
to roam the heavens, and 
the Internet was invented, 
all those behind the Iron 
Curtain came to see what 
they were missing. With 
such cornball icons as 
Dallas, and even Johnny 
Carson – not to mention 
Letterman – coming avail-
able in TV sets the bored 
and repressed viewers un-
der Moscow’s reign grew 
restless and realized there 
was a world out there they 
had never imagined.

Reagan was a symbol. 
But a Pole in Rome and 
the magic of TV were as 
important as he was.
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Who speaks for the Conservative Party?
What would a Cabi-

net chosen by 
Stephen Harper 

look like? What kind of 
government would he 
run? These questions 
would have seemed both 
pointless and ridiculous 
just a month ago, but that 
was before Paul Martin 
decided to spontaneously 
combust on the campaign 
trail. It now makes sense 
for voters to take a long, 
hard look at Harper’s 
Reformatories. Based on 
what we’ve seen from them 
in the past year alone, it’s 
not a pretty picture.

Last week, Conservative 
Health Critic Rob Mer-
rifield announced that 
women seeking an abor-
tion should be required 
to take part in what he 
called “third-party coun-
selling.” Such counsel-
ling would be “valuable” 
because “people who 
take part in it may only 
be seeing one side of it.” 
According to Merrifield, 
people (or more precisely 
women) seeking abor-
tions need to be coun-
selled so that they “have 
all of the information in 
front of them.” 

Appropriately, there 
have been no legal re-
strictions on abortion 
in Canada since 1989, 
when the Supreme Court 
struck down the old law. 

It did so because the law 
restricted a woman’s 
right to freedom of choice 
on an issue affecting the 
security of her person. 
Merrifield’s proposal 
would likely require the 
use of the notwithstand-
ing clause in order to 
overrule the Charter of 
Rights. 

Harper was quick to 
react to the controversy 
generated by Merrifield’s 
remarks. Saying that 
Merrifield went “off mes-
sage,” Harper urged can-
didates to exercise “cau-
tion in an election cam-
paign about what they 
want to communicate 
to the public in terms of 
party position.” Harper 
also said that he “has no 
intention of discussing 
the issue during the elec-
tion campaign.” 

In other words: “Please 
shut up (at least until af-
ter the election). I’m try-
ing to pretend that we’re 
moderate here.” 

The week before last, it 
was Official Languages 
critic Scott Reid who went 
“off message.” Reid advo-
cated ending the require-
ment that senior public 
servants be functionally 
bilingual and reducing 
French language servic-
es offered by the federal 
government. Of course, 
like Merrifield, Reid 

(who resigned as critic) 
was merely “stating his 
personal view” and “not 
speaking for the party.”

But, wait a minute. If 
a party critic does not 
speak for the party on 
their designated issue, 
then what exactly is their 
role? And, in appoint-
ing his shadow cabinet, 
was Harper completely 
unaware of the “person-
al views” of his chosen 
spokespeople? 

Consider the following 
choices made by Harper:

• Merrifield spoke out 
repeatedly in favour of a 
private member’s bill in-
troduced by his colleague 
Garry Breitkreuz advocat-
ing mandatory counsel-
ling for women seeking 
abortions. His views could 
hardly have been a mys-
tery to Harper, yet he was 
handed the critical health 
portfolio in Harper’s 
shadow cabinet. Does that 
mean that he’d be Health 
Minister if the Conserva-
tives were elected?

• Before being elected, 
Scott Reid wrote two books 
that thoroughly set out his 
opposition to official bilin-
gualism. Lament for a No-

tion called bilingualism a 
failed policy that was too 
expensive and impracti-
cal to continue. Canada 
Remapped argued for the 
partition of Quebec in the 
event that the province 
voted to separate. If these 
were not party policies, 
then why would Harper 
have appointed Reid to 
speak for the party on lan-
guage issues?

• Harper is currently 
arguing (not all that suc-
cessfully) that he never 
really wanted Canada 
to send troops to fight in 
Iraq. Yet, his handpicked 
Foreign Affairs critic 
Stockwell Day (named to 
the position four times 
under Harper’s watch) 
was clear in arguing that 

Canada should be fighting 
alongside the Americans. 
If Harper disagreed, he 
had plenty of opportuni-
ties to say so. He clearly 
agreed with Day’s posi-
tion on the war.

•  Harper also appointed 
Larry Spencer as the par-
ty’s Family Issues critic. 
Spencer was kicked out 
of caucus for publicly 
expressing his view that 
homosexuality should be 
reinstated as an offense 
under the criminal code. 
But, what other party 
even has a “Family Is-
sues critic”? Harper had 
to have known that Spen-
cer was an extremist on 
this issue and gave him 
the post in spite of that 
(or even because of that). 
Spencer’s sin was to go 
public with his views.

There will surely be 
more eruptions of intol-
erance during the cam-
paign, and all of them 

will be the candidate’s 
personal views as well. 
That was the case again 
when Conservative MP 
Cheryl Gallant advo-
cated that sexual orien-
tation be removed from 
hate-propaganda legisla-
tion (it was just added). 
But, given that every sin-
gle member of the Con-
servative caucus voted 
against the bill when it 
was passed, Canadians 
shouldn’t really be sur-
prised that they would 
now want to repeal it. 

Harper says that, should 
any of his MPs decide 
to introduce a private 
member’s bill on these 
or other social issues (in-
cluding same-sex mar-
riage), he would allow a 
free vote. But, what use is 
a so-called free vote if the 
party’s MPs intend to vote 
– as they have in the past 
– en masse against the hu-
man rights of Canadians?

If you decide to play, 
prepare to pay

Revamp the electoral 
system in Canada

fear-mongering of the 
(mostly left) media who 
like us to believe that 
minority or coalition 
governments are bad for 
the country. Look at the 
many democracies where 
it does work, especially 
in continental Europe. It 
looks like fixed election 
dates may become a reali-
ty. Let’s go all the way and 
demand complete reform. 
And demand it now.

I realize there are several 
issues that seem more im-
portant, but a revamped 
voting system could be a 
catalyst for more justice 
to many of the issues fac-
ing our nation.

Hilbert Rumph

To the Editor,
I have read recently 

with interest the letters 
concerning the Region’s 
strategy as it pertains to 
transportation and spe-
cifically public transit.

While I am most pleased 
with the direction the Re-
gion is taking, there is a 
local concern which con-
tinues to bother me.

I grew up in Elmira, 
and while I have lived 
away from town for sev-
eral years, I once again 
find myself residing 
here. While growing up, 
there was bus service 
which connected Elmira 
to downtown Kitchener 
which ran several times 
a day, except Sunday. No 
such service exists any-
more, despite the fact 
that the town has per-
haps 40% more residents 
than it did in the early 
80’s. Why does Elmira, 
the fourth largest urban 
centre in the Region not 

Continued from page 9

Lack of bus link to 
Elmira appalling

have a bus connection 
into Kitchener-Waterloo?

Such a service would not 
need to extend as far as 
the Kitchener bus termi-
nal as it once did. Surely 
a connection to Cones-
togo Mall would suffice 
as it would then permit 
any passengers access 
to Grand River Transit’s 
system.

As I have a visual im-
pairment which prevents 
me from driving, I could 
be accused of having a 
bias on this matter, but 
such a bias does not dis-
qualify the worth or logic 
of my point. As our popu-
lation continues to age, 
more and more people 
will find themselves un-
able to drive. Those not 
yet old enough to drive 
would be able to access 
more recreational and 
leisure pass times the 
likes of which a town the 
size of Elmira cannot of-
fer. Additionally, and I 
know from personal ex-
perience, such a transit 
link would allow people 
to pursue employment in 
Kitchener-Waterloo.

It should also be noted 
that such a link is multi-
directional. Those who 
live in the larger centres 
would also be able to 
travel to Elmira.

I spent much time in 
the past few years travel-
ling by train, and while 
this service is far from 
ideal, the only real prob-
lem arose upon arrival 
in Kitchener, as the only 
way to get to Elmira was 
to find someone to pick 
me up, or pay for a taxi. 
While the former offered 
no personal difficulty, 
not everyone could count 
on such generosity. The 
later is prohibitively ex-
pensive.

I cannot understand 
why a bus link between 
Elmira and K-W does not 

exist! I think such a ser-
vice should be a manda-
tory component of being 
in the Region. Such a 
link would make living 
in Elmira that much 
more attractive as it 
would provide the obvi-
ous advantages of living 
in a small town, while 
providing access to the 
amenities and facilities 
offered in the larger ur-
ban centres.

Rod S. Martin
Elmira

To the Editor,
With response to the 

Petrie family’s unfor-
tunate adventure down 
this evil road we call the 
Internet, my question 
is how can you hold the 
phone company partially 
responsible for this? 

Ma Bell only provides 
you the path to this mys-
terious place, what you 
do, where you go is en-
tirely your own responsi-
bility. It was pretty good 
of Bell to waive the first 
charges, which I’m sure 
she ends up having to pay 
any ways, due to the fact 
it was an out of continent 
service. Bet the rest of us 
who subscribe with Bell 
end up paying for these 
mishaps in the long run. 

Try leaving your garden 
hose on and go on vaca-
tion for two weeks, when 
the bill comes in, try to 
tell the township it wasn’t 
you who left it on.

See how far you get with 
waived charges. A com-
puter is like a car, it will 
take you on many adven-
tures, but it still needs 
his regular tune ups now 
and then. If you play on 
the web be prepared to 
pay the piper.

Dave Bullock
via email

t h e  r a z z l e - d a z z l e  m u s i c a l  s m a s h
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101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
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STARTING AT $54

IT ALL STARTED WITH A HIT.

ON SALE NOW!
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Complimentary Shuttle Bus 

courtesy of Terraces by Hallman. 
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www.centresquare.com/shuttlebus.html
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SERIES MEDIA SPONSORS

1/4pg CITS WO Chicago  6/4/04  10:31 AM  Page 1



BIZPORTFOLIO
JUNE 12, 2004 • BIZ PORTFOLIO • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 11    

Woolwich extends Legion tax exemption Every dog has its day ... but not today in Woolwich Fewer housing starts in May
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Offering similar ser-
vices in neighbouring 
markets, a pair of local 
crop protection com-

panies decided it would be in 
everybody’s best interest to join 
forces. Hence was born Pro Tech 
One Agri Services, a merged ef-
fort of the Waterloo-Oxford Co-
Op Elmira branch and Clean 
Field Services (CFS).

“We’ve combined our resourc-
es to make one larger company. 
It gives us more access to more 
resources, we’re able to service 
our customers better and we’re 
able to invest in some newer 
technologies to add to the job 
we’re doing,” said Colin Smith 
of Waterloo-Oxford Co-Op. “We 
had done some work together 
before. [The businesses] were 
very similar to each other and 
it just seemed like a good fit to 
combine them.”

The two companies merged, in 
part, about two weeks ago, after 
some six months of discussions. 
While their crop protection ser-
vices (spraying and crop scout-
ing) have been combined, their 
other operations remain sepa-
rate.

“The biggest help to us is a big-
ger geography. It may rain in 
one corner of the geography and 
we can still go in another area,” 

Local businesses team 
up under new moniker

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Op and Clean Field Services create Pro Tech One Agri Services

commented Dennis Frey, owner 
of CFS. “We’ve certainly seen 
that this spring. It’s been a ter-
rible spring weather-wise and 
yet there were a lot of days we 
could go somewhere.”

Prior to the merger, the Co-Op 
offered crop protection services 
within a 10-kilometre radius 

of Elmira and CFS of Drayton 
tended to Mapleton Township. 
Pro Tech One now offers ser-
vices throughout Mapleton and 
Woolwich townships.

In addition to an expanded 
coverage area, the new com-
pany benefits from the equip-
ment both sides have brought 

to the table. It also creates an 
opportunity to expand on that 
equipment and follow some of 
the technological advancements 
that weren’t there as two sepa-
rate entities.

“The problem with a lot of the 
newer technologies, if you’re 
limited in size, you can’t get the 

full benefit of that technology. If 
you’re only doing a small amount 
of acres, you can look at the new 
technology, but you can’t utilize 
it because it’s too expensive,” 
suggested Smith, noting global 
positioning systems (GPS) will 
be of particular benefit.

▼ See MERGED page 12

SPREADING THEIR WINGS  Waterloo-Oxford Co-Op, Elmira branch, and Clean Field Services of Drayton have merged their crop protection services to form Pro Tech One Agri 
Services. Co-Op production supervisor Tim Metzger (left) and Colin Smith stand with a new side dress unit for nitrogen applications, purchased following the merger.

April proved to be stronger for housing starts than May, when num-
bers fell by 2,800 across the country. According to CMHC, there were 
238,000 starts last month, compared to 241,600 in April. However Janu-
ary to May had the most housing starts since 1987.

There will be no more dog days this summer, at least where Woolwich 
council is concerned. Meeting June 8, councillors unanimously supported 
Coun. Murray Martin’s bid to delay hearing any new kennel licence applica-
tions until a new bylaw is in place, likely within six months.

The Elmira Legion will continue to enjoy its tax-free status; Woolwich 
council this week passed a bylaw exempting from property taxes the 
organization’s facility at 11 First St. E. for another five years, until Dec. 
31, 2009. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
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Reviewing life stages: building wealth a decade at a time
After reviewing 

some old notes 
from a couple of 

years ago, (boy things 
looked bleak back then), I 
came across this checklist, 
which I thought was worth 
reviewing.  Here are some 
ideas to build your wealth, 
a decade at a time.
Checklist for 35 and 

under: the consuming 
years

• Make ends meet
• Pay off credit cards 

promptly
• Set up an RRSP/put 

10% gross away
• Buy a home/save for 

downpayment
• Get will done/get in-

surance – costs of being a 
responsible family part-
ner and parent

These are lofty goals 
and some will have prior-
ity over others … It takes 
time to get these things 
done, usually years, but 
the sooner the better.
Checklist from 35 to 

45: building wealth
These are the mid-earn-

ing years where people 
typically stop living from 
paycheque-to-paycheque 
and start accumulating 

some cash.  If you’re not 
saving by now, you’re 
paying for lost time with 
hard-earned dollars 
– and time becomes in-
credibly expensive each 
passing year. Depending 
on interest rates, I would 
still recommend building 
up investments over pay-
ing down the mortgage 
(especially with today’s 
interest rates) because 
investments are easier to 
liquidate than your home 
in case of drastic emer-
gencies such as job loss 
or disability. This hav-
ing been said, there are 
still quite a few apples to 
juggle:

• Use credit wisely
• Save tax money – in-

come split/small busi-
ness

• Diversify savings 
– RRSPs, emergency ac-
count, vacation fund

• Continue/start educa-
tion savings plan

• Reduce mortgage – use 
tax refunds if possible
Checklist from 45 to 

55: improving and con-
solidating

These are considered the 
high-earning years. By 

this time, the mortgage 
is usually paid off and 
roughly $1,000 per month 
can be redirected to ac-
quiring assets and build-
ing liquid assets. This is 
a crucial time to consult 
with an individual finan-
cial planner to discuss 
when you’re planning to 
retire and what income 
you’ll be able to derive 
upon retirement. If you 
don’t have a plan by now, 
you’re stumbling around 
in the dark or at least not 
maximizing your poten-
tial income. In addition, 
investments must be cho-
sen with greater care and 
diversity.

• Pay off mortgage
• Maximize RRSPs, in-

vestments
• Get a financial plan 

done – determine when 
you can afford to retire

• Understand pension 
and post-retirement op-
tions

• If relocating (cottage 
country) consider finan-
cial and health implica-
tions
Checklist from 55 to 

65: effective manage-
ment

You may not be slowing 

down at this point, but 
you should be switching 
gears and refocusing your 
mindset from accumula-
tion and growth to pres-
ervation and efficiency. 
Keep both spouses’ port-
folios balanced through-
out the years to minimize 
taxation upon redemp-
tion. This gets tricky and 
involves many variables 
so you guessed it, consult 
an advisor.

• Shift mindset from 
growth to preservation of 
capital

• Evaluate, update finan-
cial plan, will and estate

• Check OAS and CPP 
eligibility and limits

• Minimize taxation 
through income splitting
Checklist from 65 

plus: enjoying it
Although there will be 

many challenges at this 
stage, having to worry 
about money will hope-
fully be a minor one. A 
more balanced invest-
ment portfolio should be 
maintained and GIC ma-
turities should be stag-
gered to take advantage of 
interest rate changes and 
to meet major expenses 
like a new roof or travel. 
Monitor your retirement 
income and expenditures 
and keep the rising costs 
of healthcare in mind.

Merged company covers more ground
“It assists us, but also 

gives our customers more 
data to work with. A lot 
of the business down the 
road for nutrient man-
agement plans … and 
groundwater protection, 
anything that we can do 
to assist in documenting 
that everything has been 
applied property helps the 
farmer.”

GPS information will 
also help reduce chemical 
costs and over spraying, 
he continued.

“With the older system 
… it wouldn’t be unusual 
if you’re using a 70-foot 
boom, you’d only spray 
on 65-foot centres and 
you’d have that five-foot 
overlap. GPS gets rid of 
that overlap and you can 
maximize that full 70-

feet of spray width,” he 
explained. “That saves us 
time and saves the cus-
tomer chemical because 
he’s not paying for that 
over-application.”

So far, the merger has 
been working out well, 
the two sides agree. How-
ever, next season there 
may need to be a few staff 
added to keep up with the 
demand, added Frey.

Continued from page 11
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Spring
Maintenance

Service
$3995

†

No-chargeA/C check!

Environmental handling
charge may apply.

Free
Get a

Mopar Car Care Kit with 
any Spring Service Special.*

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

THE EASY WAY TO GET THE QUALITY, EXPERT CARE YOUR VEHICLE DESERVES.

O N L Y A T Y O U R N E I G H B O U R H O O D C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E R E T A I L E R
*While quantities last. Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and 
synthetic oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires June 19, 2004. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler retailer for complete details.

CANADA’S BEST
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

CHRYSLER   JEEP®   DODGE
PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

THE CANADIAN OLYMPIC TEAM.

� Lube, Oil and Filter Change
� Top-up of Washer Fluid
� Tire Rotation

� Peace of Mind Inspection
� Provide Written Report on Findings
� A/C System Performance Check

�
�
�

�
�
�

We’ll take care of the go. You take care of the show.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

On the surface 
EDSS student 
Tarah McKay is 

soft-spoken and very 
shy. Her mannerisms 

EDSS runner on track with latest competition
High school track star garners two silver medals in provincial competition

are delicate and offer 
very little evidence of her 
competitive spirit.    

However, despite her re-
served personality, McK-
ay is a fierce competitor 
making a great deal of 
noise on the high school 

track and field scene.
McKay scored two silver 

medals at this year’s edi-
tion of the Ontario Fed-
eration of School Athletic 
Associations track and 
field championships, held 
June 4-5 at Centennial 

Park in Toronto.
“It feels good to finish 

second, I guess,” McKay 
said referring to her 
standings in the 800- and 
1,500-metre events. “I’ve 
done better [in the past], 
but it’s still a good feel-

ing.”
The young star’s cam-

paign to the provincial 
stage has been a fruitful 
one, garnering first place 
in both the board-wide 
and regional competi-
tions.

Taking the podium at 
the Waterloo County 
Secondary School Ath-
letic Association (WCS-
SAA), McKay secured 
her ticket to the provin-
cial stage via a win at 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Putting their mettle to the test, staff 
and students from high schools 
across the region converged on 
Elmira June 9 for the first annual 

“tinman” triathlon hosted by EDSS.
“It’s come together really well; we are re-

ally excited with how things [turned out],” 
said student organizer Megan Seiling. “We 
were a little nervous at first, but it actually 
came out fine.”

Beginning the race just after 11 a.m. at the 
Elmira pool, competitors – each released in 
heats of 15 – engaged in a 375-metre swim 
before heading out onto the bike trail.

The 18-km bicycle portion of the race took 
participants from the Snyder Avenue pool 
to the Kissing Bridge Trail near Arthur 
Street.  

Competitors then ended the race with a 6-
km run to the finish line located on school 
grounds.

Students ran in a number of different cat-
egories including junior boys and girls, 
senior boys and girls, a mixed male and 
female relay and staff relay.       

Dubbed “tinman,” the triathlon was a 
scaled back version of the traditional iron-
man edition, where athletes swim 3.8 kms, 
bike 80 kms and then run a full marathon 
of 42 kms.

In addition to EDSS, other schools in-
volved included Kitchener Collegiate Insti-
tute, Waterloo Oxford and Forest Heights. 

Despite a few glitches – namely a delayed 

Pushing tin
Elmira District Secondary 
School hosts first annual

tinman triathlon

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Woolwich Wom-
en’s First soccer 
squad is looking 

forward to bettering their 
“middle of the pack” fin-
ish last year – netting 
a 3-1 record in the first 
games of the season.

“It’s an excellent year. 
We’re playing well and 
we have some new, young 
players,” forward Tracey 
MacDonald told the Ob-
server.

“It would be nice to fin-
ish closer to the top,” 
added team coordina-
tor Tracey Bridge. “As a 
team, I don’t think we’re 
interested in playing [in 
the] Premier [division]; 
First division is definite-
ly where we’re best-suit-
ed and most comfortable. 
It’s quite competitive … 
but I’ve found that some 
of the players I know 
on some of the Premier 
teams aren’t enjoying 
the level of competition; 
they’re not able to have 
fun and compete.

“We like to go out and 
play hard and win and be 

Local womens’ 
soccer squad 
start strong

“It sounds like it’s going to be a 
promising year,” says coordinator

competitive, but we also 
have commitments out-
side of soccer. It’s a good 
outlet for all of us to stay 
involved in organized, 
competitive sport.”

First division teams 
are of the second-high-
est calibre in the league, 
which includes two di-
visions below the local 
team.

The season-opener was 
a loss for the local ladies, 
a 5-0 decision to Owen 
Sound – a team that’s 
new to the First division 
this season. Last season, 
Owen Sound finished at 
the top of the Second di-
vision.

But then, the team start-
ed to taste victory. They 
downed Listowel 5-0, beat 
a team from Guelph 3-0 
and bested the Waterloo 
Warriors 4-2. The fifth 
game of the season played 
out last night (June 11) in 
Fergus, but the results 
weren’t known at press 
time.

“It sounds like it’s going 
to be a promising year,” 
Bridge said of the games 
to-date.

▼ See ATHLETES age 15 ▼ See WINNING page 14

▼ See RUNNER page 15

After several years of coaching changes for the Elmira Sugar Kings, 
there will be consistency. Last year’s head coach, John East, will be re-
turning behind the bench this fall, confirmed the team’s general man-
ager, Graham Snyder, this week.

On July 10, Funky Rudy will take over Lion’s Hall in Elmira for a concert in sup-
port of the Dan Snyder Memorial Fund. The event will also feature an opportu-
nity to pick up raffle tickets for a chance to play a round of golf with members 
of The Tragically Hip. Tickets: call Jake 669-0817 or LuAnn 669-1407.

The Linwood Ball Players Alumni are set to put down their bats and pick up 
plungers this afternoon (June 12) for the first Plunger Plopping Tournament, 
set for the new Linwood Recreation Centre. The plop begins at 2 p.m. - part of 
the Ball Players Picnic, running from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., including a barbecue.

IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE  Staff and students from a number of area high schools 
braved 27-degree heat June 9 as Elmira District Secondary School hosted its first 
annual “tinman” triathlon. PETER CRISCIONE

JUNE 12, 2004 • SPORTS PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 13    

East to return as Kings coach Concert to benefit Dan Snyder memorial fund Ball players take on the “plunger plop”
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You can never be too safe when shooting skeet

Benjamin’s • Stone Crock • Vidalia’s Market Dining
Bakery • Meats & Cheese • Catering • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

Fresh Pork Sausage....................$2.69 lb.

Eye of Round Steaks or Roasts.......$3.29 lb.

Butt Chops..............................$1.99 lb.

Smoked Back Bacon...................$5.99 lb.

Summer Sausage    Sliced............$5.99 lb.
    Chub............$11.00 ea.
    Whole Stick....$21.00 ea.

Extra Old Cheddar....................$7.19 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-3610

(519) 664-2286
1396 King St., ST. JACOBS

(519) 664-2575
1398 King St., ST. JACOBS

Restaurant & Catering
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O 7” Strawberry Shortcake

Sunday
Brunch Buffet

Original German recipe
made with fresh strawberries

Expires June 22/04

Save $2 with this coupon!

$12.95
Regularly $14.95

Please order in advance.

zzaJ
(519) 664-3731 1430 King St., ST. JACOBS

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Every Saturday Night!

Live musical entertainment!
No cover charge

At P.M.8

L A T E
NIGHT
L I V E

Specials: June 14 - 19

Stone Crock Bakery  (519) 664-3612
1402 King St.,ST. JACOBS

Sat. June 12th

June 19: Ben Rollo
 June 26: Kevin Dosman

& Ben Kempel

COMING SOON

KEVIN & ANG
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Reserve
Today For

FATHER’S
DAY

Waterloo County Salad Bar,
Homestyle Soup, Carved Roast Of Beef,

Poached Salmon, Maple Dijon Ham,
Farmers Sausage & Bacon,

French Toast, Apple Bread Pudding,
Waffle & Omelette Stations,
Decadent Tortes, Fresh Pies,

Juice, Coffee or Tea.

$14.99Adults

• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
5-8 yrs  $5.99, 9-12 yrs  $7.99)

“Maybe we got off to not-
the-best start, but we’ll 
see [Owen Sound] again 
in July. That will be the 
true test of us, seeing how 
we’ve matured and gelled 

Continued from page 13

Winning ways addictive as local team boosts womens’ soccer
as a team.”

Much of the team’s suc-
cess has come from their 
long-time players. Of 20 
on the roster, there are 
only three players who 
are new to the division 

this season.
“We’ve got a really good 

core of veterans that tend 
to come back every year. 
Usually, there’s only 
three to five spots we 
have to fill year to year,” 

she said.
“The veterans are the 

people holding our team 
together and keeping our 
team successful.”

Even the new, younger 
players aren’t totally un-

familiar with the divi-
sion – having been called 
up from the Woolwich 
Youth Soccer Under-18 
team last year.

“We do seem to keep 
people playing,” added 

MacDonald, who has 
been with the team since 
it was founded in 1992.

“It gets in your blood 
and you want to keep 
on playing; it’s hard to 
quit.”

Every veteran out-
doorsman will, 
at one time or an-

other, feel the irresist-
ible urge to kill a box 
full of clay pigeons. Not 
surprisingly, this urge 
struck me the other day, 
after a particularly gru-
eling day of shopping 
with my wife. 

The problem is that a 
lot of people who take up 
shooting clay birds are 
under the foolish and 
mistaken belief that the 
idea is to break the pi-
geons.

Actually, nothing could 
be further from the 
truth.

Personally, I don’t see 
a need to kill anymore 
than I can eat. Besides, 
in my humble opinion, 
the object of skeet shoot-

ing is not to amass high 
scores so much as to test 
your gun’s safety and re-
liability. That is the real 
reason why the sport 
was developed.

For instance, while 
some guys show off by 
actually breaking clays, 
I’ll use my first round 
of skeet to test my gun’s 
safety for the upcoming 
hunting season. Shortly 
after yelling “pull” I’ll 
mount my weapon to 
my shoulder (being sure 
to keep the barrel end 
out) and sweep the bead 
across the still rising 
pigeon. Just as I pass it, 
when the sight picture 
is absolutely perfect, I’ll 
squeeze the trigger. And 
then I’ll do it several 
more times. Nothing will 
happen, except minor 

straining of my index fin-
ger, and snickering from 
nearby shooters. That’s 
when I’ll realize that my 
safety works just as well 
as ever.

In the course of an aver-
age round of clays, I test 
my safety 23 to 25 times, 
just to ensure that I have 
a perfectly safe firearm. 
Naturally, my score will 
be no screaming hell, but 
at least, when it’s over, 
I’m absolutely assured 
that the gun is absolutely 
reliable. That’s because I 
don’t think a fellow can 
be too safe when dealing 
with shotguns. 

Once, I’ve convinced 
myself of the safety as-
pect, I’ll use round two to 
evaluate my gun sight’s 
performance. It took no 
time at all on the range 
last week before I discov-
ered that whenever I pull 
the trigger, my shotgun’s 
barrel warps impercepti-
bly. Even though it’s an 
expensive gun, my sight 
goes out of whack more 
often than I’d care to ad-
mit.

I suspect that some sort 
of faulty attachment be-
tween the trigger and 
barrel causes this and 
I’ve actually sent my gun 

back to my gunsmith sev-
eral times to have it cor-
rected or at least adjusted 
to fit my style of shooting. 
Naturally, the manufac-
turers and gunsmith’s 
deny that such a thing 
can happen, I suppose be-
cause of liability issues. 

Yet I can see that they 
have a hard time looking 
me in the eye when faced 
with the blatant and 
mounting evidence pro-
vided by my trap-shoot-
ing scorecards.

I have come to under-
stand that my barrel 
warps on average 10 out 
of 25 times when shoot-
ing at clay pigeons, and 
significantly more in 
the duck marshes and 
grouse coverts, perhaps 
due to the humidity. 
Knowing this helps ease 

the pain and allows me 
to look my retriever in 
the eye.

I’ve mentioned this 
problem to other shoot-
ers and most concur that 
the gun manufacturers 
are blatantly negligent. 
This is why I’m prepar-
ing a petition to force 
firearms manufactur-
ers to correct this fault 
once and for all and I’ve 
already got signatures 
from pretty well every-
one who I hunt and shoot 
skeet with.

Unfortunately, on my 
last round of skeet my 
gun was acting up even 
more than normal. 

It’s enough to make an 
outdoorsman want to 
take up something far 
less frustrating. Hey, I 
hear golf is relaxing.

GOT SCORES? CALL RICHARD AT 669-5790 X101 TO GET YOUR GAME 
REPORT PACKAGES AND SEE YOUR TEAM’S SCORES IN PRINT 

IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY’S #1 SOURCE FOR NEWS!
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the Central Western On-
tario Secondary Schools 
Association last month.

McKay’s competitive-
ness has been a real in-
spiration to the rest of the 
EDSS track team.

In fact, according to 
EDSS track coach Angela 
Morgan, her presence 
added a significant level 
of depth to the squad.  

“Tarah is an amazing 
athlete; she really works 
hard – she gives it her 
all in every race and in 
every practice,” Morgan 
said. “She just seems to 
go faster every time, and 
at every competition just 
steps it up.

“She adds a lot of inspi-
ration to the team every-
body is always excited to 
hear how she does and ev-
eryone watches her races 
it’s just very exciting to 
have her on our team.”

Coaching her since 
Grade 9, Morgan added 

Runner keeps improving
Continued from page 13 that McKay has simply 

gotten better every year 
– improving her stand-
ings at every high school 
competition.    

Finishing fourth at 
OFSSA her first year, 
McKay has since gone 
on to claim a handful of 
medals including a gold 
and silver in the 800- and 
1,500-metre races respec-
tively last year 

“Her times have gotten 
faster and faster,” Mor-
gan told the Observer.

Despite finishing second 
in both her events this 
time around, McKay man-
aged to improve on her 
time in the 1,500-metre 
race. McKay ran the event 
in just over 4.5 minutes.

Not exactly sure what 
attracted her to running 
in the first place, McKay 
said her fascination with 
the sport could be attrib-
uted to one thing: win-
ning. 

McKay got her first taste 

of victory at a cross-coun-
try event in Grade 7 and 
has been competing ever 
since.   

“Once I won my first 
cross-country race I 
found that I was good at it 
so that made me want to 
continue,” she explained.

Keeping at the top of 
her game is no easy task, 
demanding a grueling 
training regimen.

In addition to practicing 
three times a week with 
her club, the young EDSS 
student trains with her 
high school teammates 
and competes in races 
regularly.   

“It never really stops,” 
she attested. “You have 
to have a lot of individ-
ual push to continue be-
cause you put your body 
through a lot when com-
peting.” 

But it is that level of 
commitment that has re-
ally paid off for McKay, 
who garnered the oppor-

start in the swimming 
portion of the triathlon – 
organizers said they were 
content with the outcome 
of the competition.

Initially anticipating 
60 competitors, Seiling 
added that close to 80 par-
ticipants made it out for 
the event.  

Resurrecting the compe-
tition after a seven-year 
hiatus – the last one held 
in 1997 – EDSS staff and 
students are hoping the 
competition will make a 
permanent comeback.

“This has turned out to 
be a good event despite 

tunity to compete in the 
junior world track and 
field competition held in 
Belgium back in March.

Competing under the 
Canadian banner, McKay 
finished 75th in the cross-
country event – a score 
she deems acceptable 
considering it was her 
first appearance.

“It was a great experi-
ence to see such amazing 
runners,” she said.      

As for where she wants 
to go with her sport, 
McKay said she is taking 
a wait and she approach 
to her future. 

“I haven’t really decided 
that yet. At this point I 
don’t want it to be too se-
rious but I’m still keeping 
all my options,” she said. 
“I just haven’t decided 
how far I want to take it 
yet.” 

Athletes shake off the heat to go the distance
Continued from page 13 the fact that it was a little 

hot,” commented EDSS 
teacher and event organiz-
er Laurie Murray literally 
seconds after crossing the 
finish line. “We’re really 
pleased with the turnout 
and hopefully this will 
give us the momentum to 
continue next year.”   

Murray was one of a 
handful of high school in-
structors to take part in 
the triathlon.

Scores of supporters 
were also on hand, includ-
ing Kim Tendland-Fren-
ette, who made the trip 
from Kitchener to cheer 
on her sister.

“I’m here to support 
my sister and my former 
teachers from KCI,” she 
said referring to her alma 
mater Kitchener Colle-
giate Institute. “The event 
is alright; the pool isn’t 
the greatest for swim-
mers because the pool is 
very hot.” 

The initial wave of ath-
letes made their way to 
the finish line just before 
1 p.m.

At the head of the pack 
was KCI teacher Allan 
Van Brunschot who com-
pleted the race in just over 
1 hour and 21 minutes.

“It’s wasn’t exactly the 

easiest thing because it 
was hot,” Van Brunschot 
told the Observer. “It feels 
wonderful to finish the 
race.”

The day’s festivities 
ended with an awards 
ceremony in the school’s 
gymnasium.

Among the individuals 
to take the podium was 
EDSS track and field phe-
nomenon Tarah McKay 
who finished first in the 
senior students category.

To compete in the tri-
athlon, athletes were re-
quired to pay a $25 entry 

fee – intended to help pay 
for operational costs and 
toward paying for food 
and paraphernalia such 
as t-shirts.

The remainder of the 
money will go to to-
ward updating the EDSS 
weight room.

PHOTOS: PETER CRISCIONE

PETER CRISCIONE

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED  Competitors swam 375 metres and biked 18 kilometres before ending the 
race with a 6-km run to the finish line.     

SILVER BELLE  EDSS  runner 
Tarah McKay secured two 
silver medals during the OFSAA 
competition in Toronto June 4-5. 
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BEST
SHOW

IN

BEST 
HISTORICAL 
STORY

FIRST PLACE
BY HUGO RODRIGUEZ

BEST 
SPORTS 
PHOTO

SECOND PLACE
BY HUGO RODRIGUEZ

BEST 
PHOTO 
ESSAY

SECOND PLACE
BY CASEY LESSARD & RICHARD VIVIAN

PUBLISHER’S CHOICE
BY SCOTT ARNOLD

BEST IDEA
1999 1st - Best Feature Writing (OCNA)
1999 2nd - Best Original Ad Idea (OCNA)
1999 2nd - Best Education Writing (OCNA)
2000 4th - General Excellence Award (OCNA)
2000 1st - Best Local Retail Layout (OCNA)
2000 1st - Best Vertical Product (OCNA)
2000 2nd - Best Process Colour (OCNA)
2001 - Blue Ribbon Winner (CCNA)
2001 4th - General Excellence Award (OCNA)
2001 2nd - Best Agriculture Story (OCNA)
2001 3rd - Best Columnist (OCNA)
2001 3rd - Best Creative Artwork (OCNA)
2001 HM - Best Technical Enhanced Photo (OCNA)

2001 1st - Best Ad Design (CCNA)
2002 - Blue Ribbon Winner (CCNA)
2002 1st - General Excellence Award (OCNA)
2002 1st - Best Use of Art Service (OCNA)
2002 2nd - Best Ad Design (CCNA)
2003 - Blue Ribbon Winner (CCNA)
2003 1st - General Excellence Award (OCNA)
2003 3rd - Best Environmental Writing (OCNA)
2003 3rd - Best Use of Process Colour (OCNA)
2003 1st - Best Idea - Publisher’s Choice (CCNA)
2003 1st - Best Historical Story (CCNA)
2003 2nd - Best Sports Photo (CCNA)
2003 2nd - Best Photo Essay (CCNA)

MORE INDUSTRY RECOGNITION

Woolwich & Wellesley’s Most 
Award-Winning Newspaper.

Congratulations to our staff for their tremendous show of excellence at this 
year’s National Newspaper Awards Competition in Gatineau, Quebec

READ THE BEST, FORGET THE REST.
WE’RE YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER!

*OCNA: Ontario Community Newspaper Association **CCNA: Canadian Community Newspaper Association

WHERE’S 
ELMER NOW?

CANADA’S BEST 
IDEA MAKES HIS 

APPEARANCE IN THE 
JULY 3RD EDITION OF 

THE OBSERVER.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Mites 
fastball squad 
kicked off the fi rst 

tournament of the season 
with a three-game win-
ning streak – landing 41 
runs while only allowing 
the competition to score 
four. But their run was 
short-lived, as they found 
themselves heading 
home from the Mitchell 
Fastball Fest following 
a semifi nal round loss to 
Stratford.

“It was surprising be-
cause we have a really 
young team. I only have 
two 10-year-olds on the 
team; the rest are nine, 
and we have four eight-
year-olds and one seven-
year-old, so we thought 
we were not going to be 
very competitive,” coach 
Mike Hanley said of the 
team’s performance on 
the weekend, noting the 
division typically caters 
to boys aged nine and 10.

“They really pulled to-
gether and started listen-
ing. It really surprised 
us how well they played 

Mites reach semifi nals 
in Mitchell tourney

“They really pulled together and started listening,”
Elmira coach credits for the success

then.”
The fi rst game – played 

June 5 – saw Elmira 
drive up a 9-0 tally over 
New Hamburg, including 
a grand slam courtesy of 
Drew Hoffer and a home-
run from the bat of Dal-
ton Taylor. Pitcher Mat-
thew Schieck also shone 
with 12 strikeouts.

Later that day, the 
Mites continued their 
winning ways by outing 
Sebringville 13-3. Hoffer 
added another homerun 
to his record and Evan 
Buehler marked two 
homers in the winning 
effort.

The third and fi nal 
game of the day was a 
complete blowout for the 
Mites, who recorded a 
19-0 win over Fullarton. 
Schieck and Taylor each 
whacked a homerun in 
the match.

“My philosophy is to 
swing. They always have 
to swing. Even the seven-
year-old knows that if 
he strikes out, that’s a 
good thing – the coach 
is happy as long as he’s 
swinging,” Hanley said 
of how the team man-

aged such strong scores. 
“If they stand there and 
watch strike one, strike 
two and strike three, we 
don’t like that.

“A lot of the time, the 
fi rst-year boys … be-
cause of the speed of the 
pitch, they get a little bit 
frightened and they step 
away from the pitch. If 
I tell them I want them 
to swing, swing, swing, 
then they concentrate 
just a little bit more and 
eventually it helps them 
to be a better batter.”

Despite the magnitude 
of Saturday’s wins, Sun-
day saw the Mites elimi-
nated in their fi rst game 
– the semifi nals. Strat-
ford took the game 9-8, 
despite a comeback effort 
from the local lads.

“Our boys were a little 
bit sleepy,” suggested the 
coach, noting it’s about 
an hour drive to Mitch-
ell.

In the fi rst inning, Strat-
ford racked up a 5-0 lead, 
but the Mites whittled 
that down to an 8-8 tie 
by the fi fth inning. Strat-
ford landed one more run 
to take the victory.

Preceding the tourna-
ment, the Mites had a 
2-3 record, including a 
victory over Kitchener a 
few days before heading 
to Mitchell. On Tuesday, 
the Mites lost 9-8 to the 
Waterloo Twins.

“They started out slow, 
but we’re slowly coach-
ing them,” Hanley said 
of the team’s progress 
to-date. Their next game 
is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday at Lion’s Park, 
when they’ll take on Par-
is.

WOOLWICH YOUTH 
SOCCER
SQUIRT 7
JUNE 2
DLM Foods 4
  Raphael’s Pizzeria 1
Mason’s Drillers 5
  Sulco Chemical 1
Elmira Stove Works 2 
  Elmira Home Hardware 0
SQUIRT 8
JUNE 8
Mohan Molars 3

  Elmira Auto Supplies 1
CIBC 4 Source for Sports 3
Elmira Home Building 
  Centre 5 
Den Tech
   Electric 0
ELMIRA MINOR 
SOFTBALL
MITES
JUNE 5
Elmira 9
  New Hamburg 1
Elmira 13 Sebringville 3

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD
COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN    CALL 669-5790 x101 TO GET YOUR GAME REPORT PACKAGE

Elmira 19 Fullarton 0
JUNE 6
Elmira 8 Stratford 9
JUNE 8
Elmira 9 Waterloo
  Twins 8
SQUIRT
JUNE 9
Elmira 5 Milverton 6

CONVENERS!
Call 669-5790 x101 for 
your game info sheets.

RICHARD VIVIAN

ROUNDING THE BASES  
Elmira Mite Matthew Hanley 
takes off from second base 
June 8 in a game against the 
Waterloo Twins. Elmira lost 9-
8, but Hanley managed to cross 
the plate on this particular trip 
around the bases.
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Music returns to Elmira bandshell St. Clements actor in Tony Award-winning production West coast style comes to the region
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Celebrating its silver an-
niversary, Kitchener’s 
Centre in the Square is 
focusing on an audience 

that wasn’t even born when the 
venue opened its doors 25 years 
ago.

Announcing its lineup for the 
2004-2005 season at an open 
house June 9, general manager 
Jamie Grant placed a major em-
phasis on the centre’s support 
for programs aimed at elemen-
tary and high school students. 

The CITS school’s program 
was front and centre as Jim 
Hallman of Hallman Construc-
tion pledged $120,000 over three 
years to help fund the venture.

Marking its anniversary, the 
centre wants to highlight the 
facility as a community re-
source.

“If you live next door to Ni-
agara Falls, you don’t realize 
how awesome it is – you sort of 
forget. For us, we don’t realize 
how awesome the Centre in the 
Square is,” he said, noting the 
facility has a worldwide repu-
tation. “If there was a thread 
for the 25th, it would be that, 
because we do forget. People 
all over the world have heard 

Chicago opens new season
Kitchener’s Centre in the Square to celebrate 25 years in 2004-2005 outing

about us, this little theatre in 
Kitchener-Waterloo.

“Don Rickles was here last 
month; he told me he came be-
cause [Bob] Newhart told him 
to come. That’s a reputation that 
we’ve earned, and we should be 
proud of it – we have to remind 
people what a great place this 
really is.”

Launching the next season’s 
lineup, Grant said it was full 
of the “wow factor,” pointing 
to Chicago, The Musical, the 
return of Stomp and a perfor-
mance by Ladysmith Black 
Mambozo.

As with last year, the upcom-
ing season will include nine 
series: Broadway, Comedy, 
Fantasy, Great Canadian Play, 
Electric Thursdays, Encore, 
Afternoon, Family Fun and On 
Stage.

Chicago (to be staged Aug. 
26) and Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers (Apr. 18) make up the 
Broadway Series.

The Comedy Series, which al-
ways includes a surprise per-
formance, has an additional 
unknown this time around: 
a “wow” performance set for 
Oct. 10 won’t be announced un-
til later this month. Songs with 
Punchlines (Feb 10) and the 
‘regular’ surprise show (June 

25, 2005) round out the series.
The Encore series will see the 

return of Jim Cuddy of Blue 
Rodeo fame (Oct. 2), Stomp, the 
acclaimed musical (Nov. 9) and 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, the 
South African band (Apr. 19).

Some slight tweaking to the 
Great Canadian Play Series 
– aimed, said Grant, at widen-
ing its appeal – will see the 
stage visited by Menopositive, 
The Musical (Oct. 1), Tempting 
Providence (Oct. 19), Forever 
Plaid (Dec. 1) and Chekhov’s 
Shorts (Jan. 25).

The variety of performances 
aims to get as diverse an audi-
ence as possible to visit the cen-
tre in its anniversary year.

“We think of it as a communi-
ty centre … with something 
for everybody,” said Grant.

Young people, in need of 
exposure to the arts today, 
are the audiences of tomor-
row for performing arts ven-
ues such as CITS, he noted. 
Getting more school-aged 
kids into the seats has been 
a priority since his arrival 
as general manager in 
1998.

“When I came here, I re-
alized that we needed 
to do programming 
for schools. Part of the 

learning process was the ac-
tual event of going to the the-
atre – we quickly discovered 
there was great interest, but 
there were some schools that 
never came. We started to 
look for ways to 

support that program.
“I want every kid in the re-

gion to have an experience at 
the Centre in the Square once 
a year – that’s my goal. It’s not 
going to happen next year, but I 
want it to happen.”

That goal will get one step clos-
er to reality thanks to the Hall-
man Construction donation. 
The company joins Anna and 
Klaus Woerner (ATS), the Motz 
Foundation and Schneiders 

Corp. as major sponsors of 
the subsidy program. In the 
2003-2004 season, some 8,000 
elementary school students 
attended an event at the 
centre, double the amount 
from the previous year.
Along with the school 

program, CITS also backs the 
EyeGO to the Arts program, 

which entices high school stu-
dents to the performing arts by 
offering tickets to any event 

for just $5 – the centre, as 
with other venues, makes 

a block of tickets available 
at the reduced rate.

Taking home five Tony Awards June 6 was The Assassins, which features St. 
Clements native Jeffery Kuhn. In the production, Kuhn plays Guiseppe Zan-
gara – one of nine major characters – who attempts to assassinate U.S. Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt, but accidentally kills the mayor of Chicago instead.

While township funding has dried up, two area bands will be making 
appearances at the Gore Park bandshell in Elmira: the Transylvania Hof-
brau Band plays June 17, while the Swiss Farmers Band plans June 24. 
Both shows, which start at 7 p.m., feature Elmira’s Werner Thuring.

The scenery may not be so captivating, but locals can catch the sounds 
of Vancouver in a couple of area concerts next week: Canadian favourite 
Matt Good hits Elements Night Club in Kitchener June 15, while upstarts 
The Organ roll into Waterloo’s Starlight club the following night.

ON DECK Music 
from Judy and David’s 
Boom Box will fill the 
centre Apr. 21, part of 
the Family Fun Series 
for 2004-2005.

VARIETY AT THE CENTRE OF IT ALL Other acts include (from left) Nancy White, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Strange Magic, Chicago, Don Harron, a tribute to Jack Benny, Jim Cuddy and Christine Lavin.
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OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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SALUTING OUR SENIORS WITH INFORMATION ON THINGS 
TO DO AND PEOPLE TO SEE IN OUR GOLDEN YEARS.

SEE
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SENIORS
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REPAIR AND
MACHINERY
SALES & SERVICE

AUTO • FARM • SMALL ENGINES
HELP WANTED

Access Your Computer 
at home, international com-
pany, full training. $500 plus 
part time, $3000 plus full 
time. Call 1-888-452-4107 
or www.myfreedomworld-
wide.com

HELP WANTED

Driver Needed for mobile 
store serving the rural com-
munity (The Store At Your 
Door). DZ license required. 
Call Peter at (519)595 -
7585 or fax application to 
(519)595-7590.

Housekeeper Needed for 
busy family. Cleaning, laun-
dry, cooking. Flexible hours 
- about 10 per week. Call 
Inga 742-8750.

Mature, Full time wait staff 
needed for busy restaurant 
in Elmira. Apply in person 
with resume to: Elmira Sip & 
Bite, 39 Arthur St., Elmira.

Sales & Service Opportu-
nity. Milverton Farm Sup-
plies Inc., a company mar-
keting Agribrands Purina 
Feeds and Pioneer Hi-Bred 
Seeds in the heart of Perth 
County, is seeking a sales 
and service representative. 
Applicants should have ag-
ricultural experience, good 
communication skills, be a 
self starter, enjoy working 
with people and a willing-
ness to learn. A person with 
an agricultural or business 
diploma, computer skills and 
sales experience preferred. 
Please forward resume to: 
Milverton Farms Supplies 
Inc., P.O. Box 341, Milver-
ton, Ontario. N0K 1M0. Fax: 
(519) 595-2083 or Phone: 
(519)595-2048.

FOR SALE

1 KitchenAid (Superba) 
30” gas range (white). 2 
years old. Call 669-3573.

FOR SALE

1 White “Goldstar” Micro-
wave. 1.6 cubic ft., with built 
in rangehood. (2 years old). 
Call 669-3573.

8” Rainbow Trout 99 
Cents Each (minimum 100). 
Speckled & Brown Trout on 
sale. Pond supplies, wind-
mills areators. Call  Silver 
Creek, (519)833-2559.

Bakery Meal and bak-
ery waste by-products for 
livestock feed available in 
drums or roll off  bin. 519-
669-1615.

Bike Racks: Spring Spe-
cial. $299 - $599. Steel con-
struction. 3-6 feet long. Cus-
tom racks available. Nick’s 
Bike Racks, 747-1456, fax 
746-9851.

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall for 
$389. Prices include car-
pet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

Coleman High Efficiency 
Gas Furnace. 6500 BTU’s. 
Serial # 2960E656. $350.00 
638-2384.

Electronic Hair Clippers 
for dogs or small animals. 
Used 10x, accessor ies 
included. Price $225.00. 
Phone (519)743-3329.

Gently Used Kids Clothes 
(to size 6) from Please Mum, 
OshKosh and Gap. Call 
669-1456.

FOR SALE

Hand loom, 60 cm Nilus 
Leclerc floor model for sale. 
$150 or best offer. Phone 
669-1485.

Kenmore (Heavy Duty) 
dryer. Almond colour. (old-
er). Call 669-3573.

Kenmore Ultra Wash dish-
washer (almond colour), 
built in. (2 years old). Call 
669-3573.

Mobile Home For Sale. All 
new windows & doors, new 
flooring throughout. Lots of 
closets. 2 bedrooms. 62’ 
long x 12’ wide. $16,000 
o.b.o. Call 465-7513.

Platinum Unisaw with 52” 
Unifence (220v) with 4 x 8 
work table $1750.00; 8’ belt 
sander with sliding table 
(220v) $1350.00. Double 
bag dust collection system 
with assor ted piping for 
dust collection (220v 3HP) 
$400.00. Will deliver,  Palm-
erston, 343-3097.

Saw, Brevetti, Laser. 350 
Phneumatic double mitre 
saw for 45 degree cuts 
at both ends. 220v single 
phase. Complete with 5 hp 
air compressor and dust 
collector. Suitable for furni-
ture, picture, door and mirror 
mouldings. Asking $1400. 
Call 664-3995.

Wood Stove, hardly used. 
$200, price negotiable. Call 
807-7317, leave message.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Dog cage, $50. Phone 
(519)743-3329.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

Duetz Allis Tractor - Swed-
ish Front End loader, quick 
change attachment, 4 wheel 
drive. Also, farm wagon for 
sale. 749-8715.

New Holland Hay crimper, 
steel rolls $1250.00; JD 4 
row scuffler, adjustable rows 
$475.00; New Holland 770, 
1000 RPM harvester, new 
open end pick up for hay, 
two row corn head, electric 
controls, cylinder $3200.00 
or b.o. Trail IH hay rake, long 
bar, works good $275.00. 
Harriston (519)338-2688.

Storage Trailer - 37 ft., barn 
style rear doors, side door, 
aluminum floor. Clean & dry. 
Located in West Montrose. 
Call 699-9370 for more in-
formation.

AUTOMOTIVE

1999 Chrysler LHS, low 
kms, sun roof. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan SE. 
Quad seats, Rr air & heat, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser LTD, sun 
roof, gold package and more. 
Low kms. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

Motorcycle - 1995 Ka-
wasaki (new in 1998) 
Vulcan. 13,000 km. Drag 
bars,custom pipes, cus-
tom seat, hyper charger, 
all original parts still avail-
able. Mint condition. $6,800 
o.b.o. Call 669-3145, leave 
message.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, 
discharged bankrupt or 
no credit? We help good 
people get financed with 
the best possible rates! Fill 
out our convenient on-line 
application today, or call 
Harriston Motors 1-800-
567-0998 or www.harristo-
motors.ca

Two 1989 Ford Club Wag-
ons. One recently safetied & 
E mission tested, solid body. 
Second one excellent for 
parts or can be safetied with 
(some work - rocker panels). 
8 passenger and or good for 
camper conversion on par-
cel deliveries etc. 343-3097, 
Palmerston.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Elmira - 2 Storey semi with 
rec room. August 1. $1050 
plus utilities. 4 appliances. 
Call Sharon 574-4688.
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ACROSS 
1. Small gate in rear
9. Military weapon able 
to traverse continents 
(accronym)
13. Original Microsoft 
computer language
16. Someone part white, 
one eighth black
17. Shakespearean 
“you”
18. Earlier in time than
19. Someone who helps 
in a small shop
21. A type of  brew
22. To make a mistake
23. A bristle
24. Urinate
25. A great distance
26. Pass gradually (gen-
erally liquid)
29. Poisonous Eurasian 
perennial
32. Hard fat around the 
kidneys in mutton
35. Cardinal number 
equals seven
36. The left overs of  a 
piece of  cloth
37. Crucial
42. Rapid bustling com-
motions
43. Flower arrange-
ment in circular band
44. Rotary duplicator 
that uses a stencil
45. An explosion that 
fails to occur
46. Money used for the 
people
53. Consume
54. Employee organi-
zation
55. Month following 

April
56. Elongated Europe-
an surface-dwelling pre-
dacious fishes with long 
jaws
58. Large solitary egg-
laying bee
62. Plucked instrument 
with pear-shaped body
63. ___ Cassidy - Jazz 
singer died at 33
64. Suggestive of  the 
supernatural
65. Destroy completely
68. Shaking of  the sur-
face of  the earth
72. All the time and on 
every occasion
73. Egg/young of  an in-
sect parasite
74. A Scottish hillside
78. Shanghai Universi-
ty (abbrev.)
79. “Me” in french 
please
80. Overcome with 
amazement
84. Wing of  an insect
85. The Republic which 
includes island of  Ire-
land
86. Someone who com-
municates by signals
87. Leavened Indian 
bread
88. Tear down to the 
ground
89. City in southwest-
ern California
DOWN 
1. Affected manners in-
tended to impress oth-
ers
2. Moderate yellow-or-

ange colour
3. Where things can be 
bought
4. Not bottom
5. Woodstock was this 
to the 60’s
6. Perot - former Presi-
dential hopeful
7. Pinnochio grew this 
when he lied
8. Fit
9. Former US telecom-
munications company
10. Most famous silent 
screen star
11. Aid
12. Limits and bound-
aries
13. Unable to speak or 
hear
14. Legolas actor
15. One with visions
20. Hand tool for cut-
ting wood
27. Unit of  pressure
28. Peak of  a mountain
30. Female reproduc-
tive cell
31. An outstanding ex-
ample of  it’s kind
33. Long narrative 
poem
34. Volume
37. High mountain 
range
38. Romanian mone-
tary unit
39. One who believes 
the doctrine of  free will
40. Tyrannosaurus
41. Fill to full without 
having first depleted
45. Places where you 
can eat
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AUCTIONAUCTION
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AUCTIONAUCTION

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farmhous-
es and other interesting 
old buildings for wrecking 
and salvage. Ross Lum-
ley (519)383-2024 Sarnia; 
wrecking people’s homes 
(36 last year) all over south-
western Ontar io s ince 
1969.

Wanted: Your Classi-
f ied adver tiserments in 
the areas best-read weekly 
source for news & informa-
tion. Call 669-5790.

TRADES &     
SERVICES 

C u s t o m  R o u n d  a n d 
square baling and wrap-
ping and no till seeding. 
Call Mar-Rod Enterprises 
at 580-5131.

GARAGE SALES

Moving Sale - 2 Wayne 
St., Heidelberg. 7 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Sat. June 12 and Sun. 
June 13. Appliances, furni-
ture, Christmas decorations, 
household & craf t items 
and more

Moving Sale - Sat. June 
12, 7:30 a.m. Baby, toddler 
clothes, toys, china cabi-
net, dresser unit and more. 
Ruthless! 5 A Eldon Place, 
Floradale.

Moving Sale - Sat. June 12, 
8 a.m., Sun. June 13, 8 a.m. 
Some antiques. JCT Kather-
ine St. N. and Line 86.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. June 12, 77 Dales Dr., 
Drayton. 8 a.m. Follow the 
signs.

GARAGE SALES

Multi-Family Street Sale & 
Pet Lovers Tent Sale. Sat., 
June 19th, 7:30 a.m. North-
side Dr., St. Jacobs. www.
acreaturecomfort.com

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING - BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAYS! - CMT and Chevy 
Truck Presents 15th Annual 
Havelock Country Jamboree 
August 19-22 2004 - Featur-
ing:  Kenny Rogers, Joe Dif-
fie, Mark Chesnutt, Aaron 
Lines, Patty Loveless, Glenn 
Campbell, Roy Clark, Carolyn 
Dawn Johnson, Deric Ruttan, 
Doc Walker, Prairie Oyster, 
John Conlee, Adam Gregory 
& more. Order Tickets 1-800-
539-3353 or www.havelock-
jamboree.com

BUSINESS

RUN YOUR OWN BUSI-
NESS - Country Depot, 
TrueValue Hardware, V&S 
Options Dealerships avail-
able. New & existing loca-
tions. No Franchise Fees 
- receive Yearly Dividends. 
Call TruServ Canada TO-
DAY - 1-800-665-5085. 
www.truserv.ca

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

BUSINESS

NETWORKER’S DREAM, 
Nine year old debt free com-
pany launches leading nu-
tritional product by Dr. Earl 
Mindell, author of The Vita-
min Bible, looking for lead-
ers in your area for the great-
est medical breakthrough 
in 40 years. www.gojitime.
com/jeanbradner

$1.00 STORES - Nor th 
America’s largest develop-
er - Complete turnkey from 
$69,000 CN - 1-800-558-
1898 - www.dollarstoreser-
vicesofcanada.com

BREATHTAKING! Entre-
preneurs required to market 
the latest in high-tech air 
purification. High earning 
potential. Will train! 1-800-
377-0261; www.maximum-
success.com/BB4EVER

CUSTOM ARCHITECTUR-
AL crown mouldings. Build/
install. We offer complete 
business packages with full 
training, franchise O.A.C. 
Big income, great career. 
www.freecastventures.com 
1-888-373-2278

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held August 7-13, 
2004. For information con-
tact: SouthwesternSchool 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS, 
in print and online. Check 
them out weekly.

EMPLOYMENT

MIDDLESEX-ELGIN LEGAL 
SERVICES INC. WSIB/CPP 
Specialists. Are you an in-
jured worker? For FREE 
Consultation CALL NOW 
TOLL-FREE 1-866-922-
9742 (1-866-WCB-WSIB) or 
519-645-1855. www.wewin-
wsib.com

EMPLOYMENT

ONTARIO TRUCK DRIVING 
SCHOOL - Employment pos-
sible within 6 weeks!  Regis-
tered & Approved Private Ca-
reer College.  A,B,C,D,E,F & 
Z.  Truck, Bus, Forklift & 
Heavy Equipment. London, 
Windsor, Sarnia & Cha-
tham. For application or 
interview, CALL 1-800-263-
4777  www.otds.com. 

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474 - Quote #777.
Serving all Ontario. 

KELSEY TRAIL TRUCK-
ING needs Leased Opera-
tors, Company Drivers, & 
Independent Operators to 
pull flat decks. Canada only. 
Top rates paid. Call Michael 
at 1-800-465-8782

FINANCIALS

C.P.P. PENSIONS. Ted Pur-
vis - Pension Advisor. Spe-
cializing in Canadian Pen-
sion Plan. Disability applica-
tion & Appeals representa-
tion before Review Tribunals 
& Pension Appeals Board. 
20 years of experience in 
C.P.P. (613) 269-4918

FOR SALE

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Reconnect your home phone 
for less! No credit checks, no 
hidden fees, prepaid long 
distance available. CALL 
NOW & SAVE! www.no-
phone.ca. Toll-Free 1-877-
551-5511

SAWMILLS from $3,495.00- 
LumberMate-2000 & Lum-
berLite-24. Norwood In-
dustries also manufactures 
utility ATV Attachments, Log 
Skidders, Board Edgers and 
forestry equipment. www.
norwoodindustries.com - 
FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext. 400 OT

FOR SALE

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S, 
YOU’RE APPROVED, Get 
a Genuine MDG Horizon 
Computer System for only 
$899 or just 81 cents per 
day. With a Free Lexmark 
3 in 1 Printer, Free Digital 
Camera, Free CD Burner, 
Free Microsoft Word and 
Free 17” Samsung Moni-
tor. No Money down, Don’t 
Delay, Call Today! 1-800-
236-2504.

SPECIAL OFFER - Buy 3 
get one FREE. Coral Cal-
cium “Extra”. Dare to com-
pare. We have 560 mg of 
calcium from coral calcium; 
www.curecanada.com; 1-
866-319-0708, Calgary. 

CHEAP TELEPHONE RE-
CONNECT - Disconnect-
ed? Phone Factory is only 
$49.95/month for service! 
No gimmicks, everyone 
is approved. Free calling 
card with hookup! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefac-
tory.ca

MORTGAGES

LARGE FUND...Borrow-
ers Wanted.  Start saving 
hundreds of dollars today!  
We can easily approve you 
by phone.  1st, 2nd or 3rd 
mortgage money is avail-
able right now.  Rates start 
at Prime.  Equity counts.  We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income.  CALL ANYTIME 
1-800-814-2578 or 905-
361-1153.  Apply online at 
www.capitaldirect.ca

$ PHONE SERVICE

GAZE INTO YOUR FU-
TURE... Very Precise Psy-
chics. Past/Future. Love, 
Money, Family, Romance.  
Call 1-900-451-9602 - $3.99 
/ minute or 1-866-752-7779 
& use credit card & receive 
5 minutes FREE. 18+, 24/7. 
www.psychicmedium.ca

$ PHONE SERVICE

EXPERT PSYCHICS...Try Us 
First! Your Future Revealed 
by Your Personal Psychic. Ac-
curate & Genuine Readings. 
Call 24 hours. 1-900-561-
2100 $2.95/min. 18+

HELP WANTED

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full 
or Part Time. No Experi-
ence Required. Start to-
day. Visit our website now. 
www.MyHomePCJob.com. 
Code: A1

A-Z DRIVERS

AZ DRIVERS  - SINGLE 
HIGHWAY U.S. RUNS. 
Paid Hub miles, paid Bor-
der crossings, sleeper berth 
pay, full benefit package, 
new equipment, regular 
home time. To find out how 
you can increase your earn-
ings & be home more CALL 
1-800-668-9691 Ext. 214. 
McArthur Express Inc. Lo-
cated in Cambridge.

PERSONALS

Are drugs and alcohol af-
fecting your life? Information 
about treatment services is 
available. Call the DRUG 
AND ALCOHOL TREAT-
MENT INFORMATION LINE 
(DART) toll-free, 1-800-
565-8603. www.dart.on.ca

D I VO R C E  S U R V I VA L 
STRATEGIES --- Before 
spending large sums on le-
gal fees, call THE FAMILY 
LAW CENTRE.   Our law-
yers will outline your options 
& offer proven strategies to 
help safeguard your assets 
& defend your child custody 
& access rights.  Don’t be 
a victim! “Separate Smart”.  
Uncontested Divorce $398 
+ Disbursements (Ontario 
Only).  Toll-Free 1-866-
459-4529.

47. Cut with a laser
48. Between northeast 
and east
49. Players needed to 
make a baseball team
50. Shower with love
51. Bob was NDP On-
tario Premier
52. A ‘peeper’
56. A minstrel (obsolete 
word)
57. Radiance envelop-
ing the head (as in early 
Christian works)
58. Paul Simon heart-
breaker
59. Manifestation of  a 
Hindu deity
60. Person who turns 
someone in
61. “One bourbon, one 
scotch, one __”
66. Imply
67. Outward flow of  
the tide
69. A fibre obtained 
from various tropical 
American trees
70. Shining with re-
flected light
71. Ritual hand move-
ment utilized in spe-
cific Hindu religious 
dancing
75. Kid’s eduction fund
76. Elaborate accom-
panied song for solo in 
opera
77. “Get Crackin’”
81. Collection of  com-
petitive spellers
82. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
83. Unhappy

OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS

Enhance your Classified 
experience with a visit to 

Woolwich Observer’s website. 
See ads in print AND online.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

DECKS & FENCING

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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LANDSCAPING DEPOT

PLUMBING
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AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES

HOME RENOVATIONS

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

PAINT/DECOR
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INVESTMENT SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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INVESTMENT SERVICES
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

�����������������
���������������
�������������������������������

�����������������������������������
���������������������������������������������

��� ��������������������

�����������������
����������������������������������������

SPRINKLER INSTALLATION

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY
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PERSONALS

Gambling too much? If you or some-
one you know has a problem with 
gambling, call the ONTARIO PROB-
LEM GAMBLING HELPLINE (OPGH) 
toll-free, 1-888-230-3505. www.
opgh.on.ca

CRIMINAL RECORD? Seal it with a 
PARDON! Need to enter the U.S.? 
Get a 5 year WAIVER! Call for a free 
brochure. Toll-free 1-888-9-PARDON 
or 905-459-9669. 

REAL ESTATE

LIVE THE GOOD LIFE in Nova Sco-
tia’s beautiful Annapolis Valley. Warm-
er weather, great gardening & nearby 
Acadia University. Free Package: 
www.liveinnovascotia.com. 1-888-
865-4647. email: mail@kingsced.
ns.ca

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDING SALE! “Built to 
Last!” Priced to sell. Beat next price in-
crease. Go direct/save. 25x30. 30x40. 
35x50. 50x120. Others. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422. Since 1980. 

VACATION/TRAVEL

TIMESHARE RESALES - Rii(r) Stro-
man - Since 1979. Buy-Sell-Rent-Ex-
change. World Wide Selection. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-201-0864. 

TIMESHARE RESALES -- 60-80% 
off Retail! Best Resorts and Sea-
sons! Call for FREE catalogue! 1-
800-496-5964. Ask about our “Red, 
White & Blue” SALE.  www.holiday-
group.com

WANTED

CASH! COLLECTOR BUYS GUI-
TARS made before 1970.  Paying 
$400.00 to $15,000.00 + for certain 
models by Gibson, Fender, Martin, 
Gretsch, Epiphone and National. Call 
Steve 1-800-964-3544

OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise where more people read, 
in Woolwich Observer. PLUS, get 

the added exposure of having your 
ad appear on our website, too. Get 

more with The Observer.

SPRING
PLANTING
BEGINS
SMILE AS YOU 
WORK    Lester Phillips 
is planting with the 
Elmira Horticultural 
Society in the flower 
bed in front of the 
Woolwich Visitors 
Information Centre 
Thursday June 3.

SABRINA BYRNES

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When it comes 
to watercourse 
p r o t e c t i o n , 

few townships shine as 
brightly as Wellesley and 
Woolwich, says the Grand 
River Conservation Au-
thority (GRCA). The bulk 
of  the GRCA’s Rural Water 
Quality Program projects 
in the region can be found 
in the two townships. 

Of  the 450 projects com-
pleted since 1998, 230 are 
in Wellesley and 100 are 
in Woolwich.

“We certainly don’t 
have that concentration 
of  projects in many of  
the townships elsewhere 
in the watershed,” com-
mented Tracey Ryan, the 
GRCA’s supervisor of  
conservation services.

Wellesley, Woolwich tops in watercourse improvement
Landowners seeing the difference in local watercourses, says GRCA

“In Wellesley, once we 
got a few projects [com-
pleted], there was a real 
community focus on 
getting more projects 
completed,” she said, not-
ing many of  the projects 
have taken place on neigh-
bouring farms. “It’s pretty 
reflective of  the intensity 
of  agriculture in those 
townships. There’s prob-
ably lots more projects to 
do in both townships.”

About 90 projects re-
ceive funding each year 
in Waterloo Region, total-
ling $300,000. That same 
amount has been dedicat-
ed for projects this year, 
much of  which is still 
available for qualifying 
landowners.

Projects that get GRCA 
approval can receive 
grants ranging from 50 to 
100 per cent of  the project 

cost, up to a maximum of  
$10,000. The majority of  
projects concentrate on 
manure storage improve-
ments, fencing around 
water courses to keep 
out livestock, and tree 
planting to protect water-
courses and wetlands.

“We’re hearing from 
landowners that they’re 
seeing improvements in 
water quality,” Ryan said, 
adding numerous land-
owners have reported 
seeing fish in watercours-
es where they haven’t 
been for years. “In terms 
of  actually being able to 
prove that from looking 
at water quality tests … 
our monitoring section is 
starting to look at trend 
analysis. We’re hoping 
we’re going to be able 
to show … where we’re 
seeing improvements in 

water quality.”
The benefits of  the pro-

gram are particularly 
evident in the Wellesley 
Village pond, added Coun. 
Joe Nowak. Feeding the 
pond are two creeks, in-
cluding the Campbell 
drain, along which many 
of  the GRCA projects 
have taken place. 

“It’s pretty exciting. 
That pond has really been 
the benefactor of  all the 
efforts. There’s actually 
a bit of  a sport fishery in 
there now,” he said, not-
ing the bulk of  fish are 
carp, at the moment. “It’s 
just awesome to see this 
happening.”

With the quality of  the 
pond improving, the 
GRCA will embark on a 
long-term strategy for 
the pond. Work on the 
strategy is expected to be-

gin either this fall or next 
spring.

Local watercourses have 
also been getting a hand 
from the volunteer efforts 
of  the Woolwich Clean 
Waterways (WCW) group, 
which has been working 
to fence off  watercourses 
and plant trees for the 
past 11 years. 

“I think people realize 
we were living on a false 
plateau before and now 
we have to do something 
to change it,” co-chair 
of  WCW Barb Taylor 
said, referring to recent 
events such as the Walk-
erton water tragedy that 
brought water quality 
issues to the forefront of  
discussions. “It’s very en-
couraging.”

WCW projects are done 
on a volunteer basis and 
don’t come with the fi-

nancial assistance of  the 
GRCA program.

“They’re more than 
willing to have us come 
in and do the tree plant-
ing, and helping us as 
well; digging the holes 
and putting up perma-
nent fences,” Taylor said 
of  farmers’ interest. 

Between the GRCA pro-
gram and the efforts of  
WCW, there will one day 
be a natural corridor 
along many of  the local 
watercourses, she added.

“It would just go from 
township to township. 
We’re working on Wa-
terloo Region, and 
Wellington County is 
working on things. The 
bottom line is that if  
everybody does a little, 
after a while that little bit 
becomes a lot and it has a 
bigger impact.”

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Area residents will 
take to the streets 
June 13 for the 

second annual Rick Han-
sen “Wheels in Motion” 
fundraiser for spinal cord 
research.   

Serving a dual purpose, 
the Hansen inspired fund-
raiser will raise money 
for spinal cord research 
and to help individuals in 
the community.   

“A spinal cord injury is a 
completely life-changing 
event because it changes 
every aspect of  a person’s 
life: physical, emotional, 
spiritual,” said event 
chair Sheila Forler Bau-
man of  the inspiration 
behind the event. “Acces-
sibility issues have a large 
impact on a person; if  you 
think of  all of  the places 

Setting the wheels in motion
Locals gear up for second annual spinal cord injury fundraiser

you couldn’t go if  sudden-
ly you couldn’t leave your 
wheelchair and of  all the 
things you couldn’t do it 
would be devastating.

“It’s one of  those things 
that is just all encompass-
ing.”

The fundraiser is one of  
numerous events taking 
place nation-wide during 
the summer.    

Although she did not 
have exact numbers, For-
ler Bauman said the cost 
incurred by a single per-
son who has suffered a 
spinal cord injury could 
run in the millions of  dol-
lars in their lifetime.  

People facing this dis-
ability may need a full 
time attendant, must up-
grade their equipment 
and may even have to 
make their homes “wheel-
chair friendly.”

“The list goes on and 

on,” she said. 
Forler Bauman said 50 

per cent of  the money 
raised would come direct-
ly back to the community. 

The funds are either 
dispersed to individuals 
who have suffered a spi-
nal cord injury or toward 
initiatives to help address 
“accessibility issues” 
such as putting in place 
equipment in public or 
private facilities.

With the event’s second 
run, Forler Bauman said 
organizers are hoping to 
surpass the $3,000 they 
raised last year.

The $1,500 portion gar-
nered by the committee 
was split between two 
individuals for mobility 
devices they required. 

The event chair said al-
though last year’s event 
boasted a modest turnout 
– about 50 people – she is 

confident that this edi-
tion will garner more 
participants.

To help boost the event’s 
profile, Forler Bauman 
noted that committee 
members spent a great 
deal of  time getting the 
word out to local schools 
and to township council.

“There’s been a lot more 
interest in the event this 
year and it’s really helped 
going out … to make peo-
ple more aware.” 

Although most partici-
pants will have raised 
pledges, Forler Bauman 
said that even those who 
have not raised funds are 
welcome to take part.

“Everyone is welcome. 
We are just trying to raise 
awareness,” she added.     

Registration takes place 
at 12:30 p.m. with the 
event commencing at 1 
p.m. sharp.

Participants have one of  
three choices in terms of  
a route, including a one 
kilometre, two kms or a 
10-km course in which 
they can either walk, 
run, bike, wheel or roller 
blade. 

All three routes start 
and end at the Woolwich 
Physiotherapy cinic lo-
cated on Industrial Drive 
in Elmira. 

During the event, mem-
bers of  the organizing 
committee will run a 
number of  educational 
displays geared to help 
inform the public about 
spinal cord injuries. 

In addition, the K-W 
Spinners wheel chair bas-
ketball team will perform 
demonstrations and give 
participants a chance to 
shoot baskets from wheel 
chairs. 

Individuals can also en-

ter a raffle and try their 
luck at a wide range of  
prizes including a cord-
less drill, an exercise ball 
and mat or one of  many 
gift certificates from local 
businesses and restau-
rants.  

The grand prize draw is 
a lunch with Maple Leafs 
head coach Pat Quinn at 
Gretzky’s Restaurant in 
Toronto.

Inspired by the Canadi-
an-born Hansen, who at 
15 was involved in a car 
crash that left him a para-
plegic, the foundation is 
geared to helping people 
adapt to their situation 
and live a complete life.

Hansen won 19 inter-
national wheelchair 
marathons, including 
three world champion-
ships and competed for 
Canada in the 1984 Olym-
pic Games.



24    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • JUNE 12, 2004

call: 519-669-0913or email: tonyd@sgci.com www.waterloodragonboat.com

WATE R LO O  R E G I O N
Saturday July 17th, 2004
8:30am to 8:00pm
Laurel Creek Conservation Area
Waterloo, Ontario
(Park Entrance Fees Apply)

Enter a Team! Come and Watch!

College & University 
Provincial Championships!

Award Ceremonies

Public Beach

Arts & Crafts

Dragon Boat Races

All Equipment Supplied

Food & Beverages

Fun for Kids!

I n  s u p p o r t  o f  
G r a n d  R i v e r  H o s p i t a l  
C h i l d b i r t h  Pr o g r a m s

Schneider Foods • Woolwich Observer • Sentex Communications • Exchange Magazine • Conestoga-Rovers & Associates • One Hour Signs • Echo Magazine

T H E  D R A G O N S  A R E  C O M I N G
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SALE!

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

June 2
2:27 PM Police were called to 

the former Elmira Raceway grand-
stand on Snyder Avenue. Sometime 
overnight, several windows were 
smashed. Damage is estimated at 
$1,000. There are no suspects.
3:11 PM A break-and-enter to a 

Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs business 
was reported. Sometime over-
night, thieves entered the busi-
ness through a rooftop ventilation 
system. At the time of the report, 
nothing was reported stolen. There 
are no suspects.
4:28 PM A Hemlock Hill Drive 

resident, near St. Jacobs, reported 
vandalism to a mailbox. The mail-
box was destroyed sometime 
overnight May 28. A suspect was 
reported and police continue to 
investigate.
8:18 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Arthur Street North. 
A vehicle was struck by a north-
bound vehicle as the driver backed 
out from a private driveway. There 
were no injuries. Both vehicles sus-
tained severe damage. An Elmira 
man was charged with ‘fail to yield 
from private drive.’

June 3
7:58 AM Police responded to a St. 

Jacobs restaurant after a report of 
repeated internal theft was report-
ed. An employee reported the theft 
of cash on several occasions since 
April. The investigation continues.
9:07 AM An Elmira resident re-

ported being the victim of an In-
ternet scam that drives up phone 

bills. The resident reported $120 in 
fraudulent charges on their phone 
line. The Waterloo Regional Po-
lice fraud branch and OPP/RCMP 
PhoneBusters are investigating.
3:06 PM Officers responded to 

the St. Jacobs Farmers Market after 
a shoplifter was stopped by an em-
ployee. Upon arrival, police recov-
ered a container of slime valued at 
$1.99 from a male youth. The youth 
was subsequently warned about 
his behavior and issued a trespass 
warning.

June 4
11:42 AM An Elmira business 

reported a lost licence plate. The 
plate – with marker 826 2C0 – was 
lost somewhere in the Wallenstein 
area.
6:13 PM An Elmira man was 

charged with ‘care and control of a 
motor vehicle’ and ‘over 80’ follow-
ing a routine patrol stop on Arthur 
Street, in the Elmira core. Police 
responded to the area after receiv-
ing a complaint of a man who ap-
peared intoxicated was seen with 
his vehicle.

June 5
1:03 AM A male youth was 

charged with under-aged drinking. 
The youth was stopped by a patrol-
ling officer on Vienna Crescent in 
Heidelberg.
8:41 AM Police responded to the 

St. Jacobs Farmers Market after a 
theft from a vehicle was reported. 
Both the vehicle registration and 
insurance information were taken 
from the vehicle. There are no sus-

pects.
9:36 AM Officers returned to the 

St. Jacobs Farmers Market after 
security apprehended a shoplifter. 
A male youth was stopped, after 
stuffing a jersey into his pants. The 
youth was issued a trespass notice 
and was entered into an alterna-
tive measures program, as detailed 
by the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
10:04 PM An Elmira man was 

issued a 12-hour drivers’ licence 
suspension following a report of 
a suspected impaired driver on 
Church Street in Elmira was re-
ceived. Officers located the man at 
his Oak Drive residence, where the 
suspension was issued. He vehicle 
was also seized.

June 6
1:21 AM A 19-year-old area-man 

was charged with supplying liquor 
to minors during a routine patrol 
of Three Bridges Road, near St. Ja-
cobs. 

June 7
5:24 PM A cyclist was knocked to 

the ground by a vehicle at the inter-
section of Bridge and King streets, 
near the Waterloo border. The cy-
clist suffered minor injuries after 
being struck by a vehicle turning 
left onto Bridge Street. The driver, 
who told police they were unaware 
of the incident, was later located 
by police. There were no charges.

June 8
7:38 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Church and Cross streets in 
Elmira. An eastbound vehicle was 

struck from behind while the driver 
waited for traffic to clear, allowing 
them to turn left onto Cross Street. 
Injuries were reported as minor, as 
was damage to the vehicles. The 
following driver was charged with 
‘careless driving’ and ‘drive with-
out valid permit.’
7:47 AM An Elmira resident re-

ported being the victim of an Inter-
net scam that drives up phone bills. 
The resident reported $43 in fraud-
ulent charges on their phone line. 
Another Elmira resident reported 
$151 in fraudulent charges on their 
phone line at 7:48 a.m. The Water-
loo Regional Police fraud branch 
and OPP/RCMP PhoneBusters are 
investigating.

12:19 PM Police responded to 
the St. Jacobs Farmers Market af-
ter a theft from a vehicle was re-
ported. Sometime between 9 a.m. 
and 12:15 p.m., a window was 
smashed and a purse – contain-
ing identification and credit cards 
– was taken. The investigation 
continues.
3:20 PM Officers responded to a 

Flamingo Drive, Elmira residence 
after a young boy was the victim 
of a knife attack. He suffered minor 
injuries. Police continue to investi-
gate whether there was an intent 
to injure or if it was the result of 
horseplay.
4:50 PM A three-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 

of Arthur Street and South Field 
Drive in Elmira. Two vehicles were 
stopped at the intersection, when 
the one in the rear was struck from 
behind, causing it to jump forward 
and strike the lead vehicle. There 
were no injuries. Damages were re-
ported as moderate. The offending 
driver was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

June 9
6:17 AM Police responded to an 

Aspen Crescent, Elmira residence 
after a theft from a vehicle was 
reported. Sometime overnight, a 
stereo and wallet – containing 
identification and a quantity of 
cash – were taken. There are no 
suspects.

DOMINO EFFECT

STRUCK WHILE WAITING TO TURN  A pair of vehicles were stopped at the intersection of Arthur Street 
and South Field Drive in Elmira, when they were struck from behind at 4:50 p.m. June 8. There were no 
injuries in the three-vehicle collision, which resulted in considerable damage. The driver of the rear vehicle 
– which failed to stop for the waiting cars – was charged with ‘careless driving.’ JOE MERLIHAN
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Region supports Quilt Festival, St. Jacobs Country Enjoying things that go “vrroom” Festing summer’s return
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Hoping to sprout a 
long-term interest in 
gardening, local hor-
ticultural groups are 

giving kids a chance to develop 
their green thumbs. 

To that end, about 11 area 
kids, along with their parents, 
gathered at the Woolwich In-
formation Centre on Arthur 
and First streets June 7, for the 
inaugural Elmira Junior Gar-
dening Club meeting.

The club “teaches kids how 
to plant, how to harvest, how 
to take care of the earth,” said 
supervisor Lois Weber, noting 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Farmers across the coun-
try continue to struggle 
with fallout from the BSE 

(mad-cow disease) scare that 
closed the American border to 
Canadian cattle more than a 
year ago, prompting Conesto-
go’s W-S Feed & Supplies to do 
some creative thinking.

Beefy donation helps farmers, needy
W-S Feed & Supplies accepts beef from customers, donates it to House of Friendship

With the U.S. still out of 
bounds to beef products, some 
area farmers were left with no 
money to pay the bills. Still, 
cattle needed to be fed, a situ-
ation that struck a chord with 
W-S president Paul Wideman 
– rather than leaving farm-
ers on the hook, he accepted 
20,000 pounds of beef in lieu of 
payment for outstanding feed 
bills; the beef is then donated 

to charity.
“There was no point in wait-

ing for cash to come in, because 
cash was never going to come. 
So it gives them an opportu-
nity to turn their livestock 
that was worth no money into 
something I could at least try 
to make a win-win situation,” 
he told the Observer. 

“It’s as worthwhile as you 
get.”

The company has already 
been contributing between 500 
and 800 lbs of beef  to the House 
of Friendship each week for 
about two months and expects 
donations to continue for an-
other couple months, totalling 
20,000 lbs. 

“It’s very significant. Meat is 
one of the food products that 
we use in a number of our pro-
grams that is often a little more 

difficult to come by,” comment-
ed Brian Hunsberger, develop-
ment director for the Kitchener 
group, which provides housing 
and other services to low-in-
come residents of Waterloo 
Region. When donations such 
as this aren’t forthcoming, the 
organization is left to purchase 
large quantities of meat prod-
ucts for its facilities and pro-

Sewing 
seeds of 
learning

Local kids kick off gardening season
that the club had to delay their 
opening due to the recent wet 
weather. 

“Children learn respect and 
the importance of nature.”

Under the umbrella of the 
Elmira and District Horticul-
tural Society, the junior gar-
dening club was formed four 
years ago with the intent of 
teaching children the art of 
gardening.

Now, every Monday night un-
til mid-September, local kids 
will spend their time getting 
their thumbs green planting 
an assortment of vegetables 
and flowers.

Among the long list of items 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fun has no age. Stu-
dents of St. Teresa 
of Avila hooked up 

with seniors from Lei-

An educational mix of young and old
Pen pals meet for the first time as students visit Elmira seniors

sureworld Care Giving 
Centre at the Elmira 
school June 8 for a day 
of amusement and laugh-
ter.

Both the school and the 
care-giving centre are 

involved in a pen-pal pro-
gram, where Grade 5 and 
6 students and seniors 
exchange letters and 
take part in different ac-
tivities at the Barnswal-
low Drive facility.     

“It’s been really neat,” 
said teacher Julie Hen-
hoeffer of the pen pal pro-
gram. “The students get 
to know the seniors and 
they can talk about dif-
ferent interest and how 

we can work together so 
it’s been really good.” 

Henhoeffer said that 
staff at St. Teresa de-
cided to engage in the 
program three years ago 
after being approached 

by employees of Leisure-
world. 

“Students write letters 
about the different ac-
tivities that we do here at 
the school,” Henhoeffer 

▼ See PROGRAM page 26

▼ See KIDS page 26

▼ See INNOVATIVE page 31

PETER CRISCIONE

A pair of local initiatives got a hand from Waterloo region council this 
week, as the economic development and promotion committee endorsed 
$80,500 in grants. On the list of recipients are the Waterloo County and 
Area Quilt Festival ($5,000) and St. Jacobs Country ($15,000).

PLANTING THEIR ROOTS  Area kids gathered at the Woolwich Visitor Information Centre on Arthur Street June 7 for their inaugural 
junior gardening club meeting. From left: Jeremy Seip, along with younger brother Evan and mother Barbara Ann, examine a plant 
before placing it into the ground.  

Fans of things that go fast will converge on St. Jacobs Sunday (June 13) to 
take in the Highwaymen Graffiti Car and Motorcycle Show at the Waterloo 
Rod and Gun Club. The event, which offers up hundreds of vehicles, runs 
from 12-4 p.m. Call 741-1141.

Breslau welcomes the summer season a day or so early June 19 as the 
Breslau Evangelical Missionary Church hosts its Summerfest. The event 
features games, rides, food and music. Admission is free. The church is 
located at 102 Woolwich St. S. Call 648-2712.
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told the Observer. “We 
tell them about track and 
field events, what we are 
studying in math or in 
other classes and get let-
ters back about what the 
seniors are doing.” 

The idea appealed to 
staff, she noted, because 

Continued from page 25

Program shows benefits when generations meet
they felt it would afford 
students the opportunity 
to learn about older peo-
ple and make them more 
community-minded. 

“It’s been very positive. 
I think students get some 
understanding about what 
it’s like to be older and, 
when they play games to-

SENIOR’S LIFE
JUNE IS SENIOR’S MONTH. AND ALL MONTH, IT’S A

HEALTH
LIFESTYLES

ENTERTAINMENT

gether, small things like 
repeating instructions and 
being patient,” she said.  

As it was their first visit 
to St. Teresa, students 
decided to do something 
special for the group – 
namely putting on a play.

Bringing the words of 
Greek poet Homer to life, 

students performed their 
rendition of the Iliad’s 
story of the Trojan horse.

The play was a part of the 
Grade 5 and 6 social stud-
ies curriculum, which 
covers ancient civiliza-
tions, Henhoeffer noted.

Spending about three 
weeks practicing their 

lines, students built their 
own props – including a 
paper horse – and dressed 
up in costumes.

“I really like the play 
they put on, they were re-
ally good,” said Elmira 
resident Wilma Myers. “I 
think they’ve done won-
derful work and they put 

on a good play.”  
Myers has been corre-

sponding with Grade 5 
student Becca Ellig, who 
said being a pen pal has 
been “really fun.”  

“We play different 
games at Leisureworld 
and have a lot of fun with 
the seniors,” she said.

DECADES 
OF SERVICE

PAT MERLIHAN

planted are beans, peas, 
carrots, radishes and let-
tuce, Weber noted.

The club is made up of 
children from Grades 1-5 
and largely consists of kids 
from Elmira.

“I think it (the garden-
ing club) is awesome,” said 
Elmira resident Larry 
MacPherson whose daugh-
ters Amber and Jade have 
been involved in the club 
for two years. “It’s really 
great for the kids to learn 
how [plants] grow and how 

Continued from page 25

Kids learning responsibility
to look after things. 

“It teaches them a little 
responsibility and putting a 
little pride in what they do.” 

Echoing this sentiment of 
responsibility was Mari-
lyn Arsenault, who said 
the fun activity also in-
stills in children the value 
of hard work.  

“It’s something they like 
to do because it’s fun. It 
teaches them where food 
comes from and that it 
doesn’t just come out of the 
fridge,” she said.

In just four years, the 

notoriety surrounding 
the club has grown to the 
point that Weber said she 
has had to close the gate on 
kids wanting to join.

“I had to turn away kids 
this year, which was too 
bad, but I can’t take on 
more than 11 at once.”  

Opting for a different 
kind of greenery – instead 
of the dirt and grass found 
on a sporting pitch – Weber 
said the club is ideal for 
kids who’d rather partake 
in something a little more 
calming.

CELEBRATING WITH 
CAKE  Supervisor Linda 
Bird brings out the 
goodies Wednesday as 
the Elmira Children’s 
Centre – a day care 
facility operated by 
Waterloo Region 
–  marked its 30th 
anniversary. The treat 
was handed out during 
the daycare’s annual 
family party.
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Ontario’s biotech corridor can be as strong as any
Minister takes global stage to tell the world about Waterloo and Guelph
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SENIORS FOR
SENIORS™

Kitchener, Waterloo & Cambridge 
(519) 585-0845

Guelph (519) 836-3893
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Floradale

Christian Lifestyle Senior's Residence

Has your equipment had a
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We’re repeatedly 
told that in a 
global economy, 

we have to be global 
players.  However, we 
don’t often get a chance 
to share the stage with 
all our competitors, and 
prove we’ve arrived. On 
Monday, though, that’s 
exactly what happened at 
BIO, the world’s biggest 
international convention 
dedicated to biotechnol-
ogy.

BIO, held this year in 
San Francisco, draws a 
staggering 20,000 par-
ticipants, hundreds and 
hundreds of exhibitors 
and media from all over 
the world. It offers fo-
rums for news announce-
ments from countries, or 
regions, with something 
significant to say about 
biotechnology.

Ontario’s showing this 
year was impressive. By 

anyone’s measure, we 
have an extremely strong 
biotechnology corridor, 
rivaling the best of them. 
We’re already the fourth 
largest biomedical in-
dustry cluster in North 
America, and that’s des-
tined to grow with the 
competition of a 1.3-mil-
lion square foot, $300-
million-plus research and 
development facility in 
Toronto that will be the 
heart of the MaRS (Medi-
cal and Related Sciences) 
discovery district. MaRS 
is considered the “global 
gateway” to Ontario’s 
biotechnology corridor.  

Agriculturally, MaRS 
has links to our region 
through a separate, but 
related initiative head-
quartered in Guelph, 
called MaRS LANDING. 
It’s designed to make sure 
there’s a link between 
health or medical tech-

nologies and agriculture, 
especially given how ag-
riculture, new technol-
ogy and public health are 
so closely tied together.

At BIO, Ontario Minis-
ter of Economic Develop-
ment and Trade Joseph 
Cordiano called a news 
conference to describe 
how the MaRS project 
will bring together the 
best scientific, academic 
and business communi-
ties – from Ontario’s 11 
biotechnology clusters, 
including Guelph-Water-
loo, Hamilton, London, 
Kingston, Ottawa and 
Toronto – to accelerate 
commercialization op-
portunities for new tech-
nologies.  

One of the keys to the 
MaRS initiative is that 
it’s already attracted 
venture capitalists, those 
who’ll put money into 
new technology develop-
ment.  That’s been the 
missing link between 
the diverse and enviable 
science capacity in our 
area, and actual product 
creation. New technolo-
gies are costly, and hav-
ing firms willing to put 
venture capital into them 
is a big plus.

The corridor story is one 
that needs to be told often, 
to as many people as pos-
sible, on as many interna-
tional stages as possible. 
But it’s a story that needs 
to be told and understood 

at home, as well. Ontario 
has invested more than 
$40 million to foster re-
gional biotechnology clus-
ters across the industry, 
in areas such as environ-
mental biotechnology and 
life sciences (Guelph-Wa-
terloo), advanced robot-
ics and vascular disease 
(London) and stem cells 
and regenerative medi-
cine (Ottawa). Ontarians 
have a right to know how 
well the province’s efforts 
have catalyzed activity.

As the minister sug-
gested at a breakfast re-
ception before Monday’s 
news conference, the 
key to success is getting 
Ontario’s bio corridor to 
network and act as a sin-
gle, complementary unit, 
rather than a series of 
competing regions. “Col-
laboration is the watch-
word for this industry,” he 
says. There’s some over-

lap in the regions, but for 
the most part the regions’ 
individual strengths – 
and their ability to draw 
expertise from each other 
– makes Ontario virtual-
ly unmatched as a singu-
lar unit. The same can’t 
be said if the regions act 
independently.

We’ve seen how working 
together has helped the 
agriculture industry, by 
creating “value chains” 
involving farmers, pro-
cessors and retailers. 
Cordiano is convinced 
biotechnology is the in-
dustry that will drive the 
future prosperity of the 
province … and, he says, 
so are many of our com-
petitors. But by working 
cohesively and exercis-
ing the entire corridor’s 
strength, Ontario can be 
one of the top biotechnol-
ogy investment centres 
anywhere.

THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS SPECIALIZE IN SERVICE FOR SENIORS.
Take Advantage of what they have to offer. They are here to serve your needs, with specialized 

care and consideration for seniors. Plus... don’t forget, JUNE IS SENIORS MONTH!
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ENGAGEMENT

FAMILY
ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

MARY ANN & GERARD STEMMLER
40TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY   June 13, 2004

Dreams have come and dreams have gone
With a family like ours, nothing could go wrong.

Memories of smiles, laughter and tears
We’ve had a wonderful life for the past 40 years.

Thanks to our wonderful family - Love: Mom and Dad

THANK YOU FAMILY REUNION

ANNIVERSARY

GRADUATION

ENGAGEMENT ANNIVERSARY

DEATH NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

ANGELA BOTH
Sharon and Peter Both are 
proud to announce the Gradu-
ation of their daughter An-
gela on June 12, 2004 from Sir 
Sandford Fleming College with 
her degree in Forestry.
We wish her all the best in the 
future.
Love your Mom, Dad, sister 
Natalie and Grandparents.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

ALMOST 50!

Give her a call and 
wish her a happy 

49th birthday.

THANK YOU

Just saying “thank you” hardly seems 
enough for those involved in organiz-
ing the benefit dance for me on May 
28, 04. I wish to say a special thank 
you to my dear brother Earl and sis-
ter-in-law Ruth who were the very 
heart of this project.

Also:
 • The Legion for donating the hall
 • Joe Vervoort and Ways & Means
    for the lunch
 • Elmira Meat Market and Selby’s for
    their donations
 • Community Care Concepts for the
     prizes
 • Sandy Fletcher for a beautiful cake
    (it tasted as good as it looked, Sandy!)
 • Jason for the music 
 • Yvonne and Orval for breakfast
Thank you to those who sold tickets, 
and of course, those who bought, 
both attending and those unable to 
attend.

I am eternally grateful for all the mon-
etary donations with cards brought, 
both to the dance and our door; that 
coupled with the success of the dance 
have banished my anxiety over paying 
for my Temedol. The relief is compa-
rable to the end of ten days of consti-
pation.

I am still in awe of the attendance at 
the dance. I enjoyed visiting with old 
friends, and relatives I rarely see. Noth-
ing is more valuable or therapeutic 
than the love and support of family and 
friends. Thank you all for being there 
when I needed you.

I want to express my appreciation to Pe-
ter Criscione of the Woolwich Observer 
and Gail Martin of the Elmira Indepen-
dent for their excellent articles which 
made people aware of my situation.

Mavis Cathrea

KRISHNA & DONNA
SRIVASTAVA (GUELPH, ON)

and
ROSE & LARRY WILKIE

(ELMIRA, ON)
are pleased to announce the 

forthcoming marriage of their 
children Amber and Kurt. 
Wedding to take place on 

August 14, 2004 in Guelph.

MYRIL & BETTY HOWLETT
40th Wedding Anniversary

(Married May 23, 1964)

Relatives, Friends & Neighbours 
are invited to an

OPEN HOUSE on
SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2004

FROM 2:00PM - 4:00PM at
44 HAMPTON ST., ELMIRA
In lieu of gifts, donations to the

Food Bank will be accepted.

BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 65TH

BIRTHDAY, MOM
June 10th

Love,
Your Family

Peter and Susan Gruneberg 
are please to announce the up-
coming marriage of their prin-
cess Julie-Ann to Bradley Alan, 
prince of Stephanie Kaitting, 
Aug. 14, 2004 at St. Boniface 
R.C. Church, Maryhill.
Join us for the Stag & Doe, 
Friday June 18, 8:00pm at 
Knights of Columbus, Water-
loo. Call 664-1564 for tickets.

RAY AND ELINOR MARTIN
JUNE 13TH • 1964-2004

HAPPY 40TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations and Best Wishes.

Love Kent & Carolyn, Krista, Todd & Nikki and
grandchildren Cody, Alissa and Braiden

DEATH NOTICES

I wish to thank everyone 
who attended my 80th 
birthday party at Cha-
teau Gardens. A special 
thanks goes out to the 
staff at Chateau Gardens 
for all the help they gave 
my family towards making 
this a very special day for 
me.

Norma Lackner

75TH STICKNEY 
FAMILY REUNION

SATURDAY JUNE 19
12:00 to 5:00

RIVERSIDE PARK, GUELPH
(DINNER AT 1:00)

Group picture at 3:00 PM
For more info, call

(519) 669-2642

DARROCH, Laverne
Of Harriston, at Palmerston and District 
Hospital, on Tuesday, June 8, 2004 in his 
81st year.

Local relatives are daughter Yvonne 
Weppler and her husband Paul of St. Cle-
ments.

FERNLEY, Deborah May Hipel
(nee Read)
1953-2004. Entered into rest, at South 
Muskoka Memorial Hospital, in Brace-
bridge, on Tuesday, June 1, 2004.

Beloved wife to Larry Fernley of Bala, 
beloved mother to Chad, Craig, Brandon, 
Mirisa, Robin, Robert and Christine. Be-
loved daughter of George and Bea Read 
of Elmira. Beloved sister to Glenn (Connie) 

Read of Waterloo, Bonnie (Ray) Kuntz of 
St. Jacobs, Ted (Cheryl) Read of Floradale. 
Also survived by her three grandchildren, 
Brandon, Kayla and Larrysa. Predeceased 
by brother James, in infancy.

Funeral services were held Friday June 
4, 2004.

HERGOTT, Ralph J.
Passed away, peacefully, after a battle 
with cancer, at his home in Bridgeport, 
on Saturday, June 5, 2004, at the age of 
64. 

Local relative is daughter Debbie Maz-
zocca of Winterbourne.

HOFFMAN, Mrs. Ruby E.
Peacefully, on Wednesday, June 2, 
2004, at the Heritage Home in St. Ja-
cobs, Ruby Emilie (Doering) Hoffman, 
formerly of RR3, Wellesley, in her 95th 
year.

JANTZI, Travis
Passed away peacefully, on Thursday, 
June 3, 2004, at his residence RR1, Mil-
verton, born 4 days earlier.

KING, John (Jack)
Of Listowel passed away on Wednesday, 
June 2, 2004 at Listowel Memorial Hospi-
tal in his 77th year.

Local relatives are son Roger and his wife 
Barb King of Elmira.

LESPERANCE, Thelma Darlene
Passed away peacefully, with family at 
her side on Tuesday, June 8, 2004, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, in her 77th year, of 
Maryhill.

RETTINGER, Florence Ida
Of Cambridge, passed away, at Cam-
bridge Memorial Hospital, on Wednesday, 
June 9, 2004, in her 85th year.

Local relatives are son William James 
Rettinger and his wife Ruth of Elmira.

ROSLYN, Lucy E.
With deep sorrow, we announce the 
passing of Lucy E. Roslyn, on Saturday, 
June 5, 2004 at Guelph General Hospital, 
surrounded by her family.

Local relatives are son Shawn and his 
wife Sandy of Hawkesville.

SCOTT-LEADER, Susanna (Susie) 
(nee McIvor)
Of Guelph passed away at the Guelph 
General Hospital, Monday, June 7, 2004, 
in her 90th year.

Local relatives are children (Dolly) Mary 
Anne (Oliver Gregory, Glenn (Norma) 
Leader and James (Kathy) Leader, all of 
Elmira.

SIELING, Helen (Mrs. Edward)
Peacefully, on Saturday, June 5, 2004, at 
Heritage House, St. Jacobs, Helen (Spaet-
zel) Sieling, in her 88th year, formerly of 
Elmira.
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family room 
complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $192,900. Other 
semi-detached models starting at $179,900. Single 
family homes starting at $199,900. Great selection 
of  lots available.

ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.

REAL
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP
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SOLID GOLD REALTY (II) LTD., REALTOR
Your SOLID GOLD Elmira REMAX connection

4-B Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

�
669-5426

24 HOUR PAGER
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

BRAD MARTIN
Assoc.  Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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CLEARLY THE PAPER OF CHOICE TO BUY OR SELL YOUR NEXT HOME!
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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How some genetics show you can’t be your child’s mother
Q.  A woman has four chil-
dren conceived naturally with 
her husband, but a reliable 
genetics lab test concludes 
she could not be their bio-
logical mother.  How is this 
possible?

A.  She is one of some 
30 documented cases of 
a human “tetragametic 
chimera,” where two non-
identical twins combine 
in the womb at an early 
stage to form a single 
organism, says online 
“Wikipedia: The Free En-
cyclopedia.”

Here the embryo is 
formed of four gametes – 
two eggs and two sperm-– 
with two genetically dis-
tinct populations of cells. 
The resulting chimera 
can possess organs with 
different sets of chromo-
somes, such as a liver 
composed of cells with 
one set of chromosomes 

and a kidney of cells with 
another set.

It is hard to pin down 
just how many human 
chimeras there are since 
they can only be detected 
with DNA testing, which 
is rare, says New Scientist 
magazine.  In one case, 
when patient Jane needed 
a kidney transplant, her 
family underwent blood 
tests to find a suitable 
tissue-type donor. Back 
came the news that two of 
her three presumed sons 
couldn’t be hers!  After 
lengthy investigation it 
was concluded that Jane 
is a chimera, a mixture 
of two non-identical-twin 
sisters that had fused in 
the womb.

Bizarrely, some re-
searchers now believe 
we’re all chimeras of 
a sort, not pure-bred 
individuals but “teem-

ing with cells from our 
mothers, maybe even 
from grandparents and 
siblings,” says New Sci-
entist. During pregnancy, 
the blood of mother and 
fetus are kept separate, 
but some cells manage to 
slip through.  “So a single 
person can be a veritable 
menagerie of different 
cell types from different 
generations.”
Q.  If you were to draw a cen-
terline down Leonardo da 
Vinci’s painting of the Mona 
Lisa, what eye-catching body 
part would it pass through?  
See where this might be 
heading?

A.  When vision re-
searcher Christopher Ty-

ler did this with face-on 
portraits from 265 artists 
spanning six centuries, 
he was looking to find 
subtle differences in the 
two facial halves, due to 
right-brain/left-brain dif-
ferences in each artist.  
He found something to-
tally surprising instead:  
In drawing the dividing 
centerlines, he noticed 
how often these ran right 
through one of the eyes of 
the subject, as with the 
Mona Lisa’s left eye at 
horizontal dead center!  
(American Psychologi-
cal Association Monitor) 
In two-thirds of the por-
traits (not profiles) an 
eye lay either on the cen-

terline or within five per 
cent picture-width of it, 
forcing the other eye to-
ward the edge and often a 
slight turning of the face, 
as with the Mona Lisa.  

One more surprise was 
in store for Tyler:  Art 
schools he consulted knew 
nothing about this, so it 
may just be an uncon-
scious tendency with art-
ists.  Neither noses nor 
mouths are consistently 
centered, meaning “the 
eyes have it.”
Q.  Pitch this one to your 
baseball friends:  Is it pos-
sible for a player to steal 
first base?

A.  It certainly WAS pos-
sible, last done by Her-
man “Germany” Schae-
fer with Detroit against 
Cleveland, and this was 
not just a batter running 
safely to first after the 
catcher dropped the ball 

on the third strike, which 
is done all the time.

It was Sept. 4, 1908, re-
counts Bob Dolgan in The 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
and Schaefer stood on first 
with speedy teammate 
Davy Jones on third.  Sud-
denly Schaefer bolted for 
second, hoping to draw a 
throw from catcher “Nig” 
Clarke that would per-
mit Jones to score.  But 
Clarke just held the ball.  
Stolen base for Schaefer.  
Runners now on second 
and third, but then aston-
ishingly on the next pitch 
Schaefer stole in reverse, 
going back to first.  Mo-
ments later Schaefer lit 
out to steal second again, 
but this time Clarke threw 
the ball and Jones scored.  
Schaefer had snookered 
his opponents, but never 
again because the bizarre 
tactic was then outlawed.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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June 13
Wheels In Motion  Roll For Hope – Second 
Annual Rick Hansen Wheels in Motion event 
starts at Woolwich Physiotherapy, Elmira Plaza, 
corner of Industrial Dr. and Oriole Parkway. 
Wheel, walk, run, bike or skate 1, 2, or 10 kms 
and help support survivors of spinal cord injury. 
Come and participate or volunteer. For pledge 
forms or more information call Sheila Forler 
Bauman  at 669-2578 or Taposhi Batabyal at 
669-3014. 

June 14
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 6:40 p.m. Meet 
at the Woolwich Seniors Centre, 24 Snyder 
Ave., Elmira to carpool for Photo Club field 
trip to Kaufman Flats for workshop on “Group 
Photography”. 
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. 
& Thurs. 7 p.m. Registration is ongoing for the 
eight class session starting July 6th, 2004. Cost 
$20. 664-3794. 

June 16 
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 1 – 5 p.m. games at 
the Woolwich Seniors Centre, 24 Snyder Ave., 2 
p.m. carpool for mini golf, 2:30 p.m. Mini golf at 
Gus Maue Sports Centre. Cost $4, 5 p.m. BBQ 
at the Centre with entertainment by “Country 
Motion”. Cost $10, bring your own dishes. Call 
Centre to reserve 669-5044. 

June 17
Women’s Network Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. At 
the Crossroads Restaurant. Guest speaker: Jan 
Cammaert, president of Woolwich Community 
Lions Club. Cost $5.50. Please call 669-8133 by 
June 15th. 
Music at Gore Park – at the Bandstand. 7-8:30 
p.m. Transylvania Hofbrau Band. 

June 19
Breslau Summerfest 2004 6 – 9 p.m., Breslau 
Evangelical Missionary Church, 102 Woolwich 
St., Breslau. 648-2712. www.bemc.ca Free 
games, rides, events, food, live music and more. 
Everyone welcome. For more info: check out our 
website or give us a call.

June 20
Woolwich Trail Group – 2 p.m.: Father’s Day 
7km/2 hour hike on the Elmira Lions Trail 
(Woolwich Reservoir). Meet at the Floradale 
Park ball diamond behind the Mennonite 
Church on Florapine Road near Floradale Road 
(#19). 

June 22
Strawberry Social & Dinner at Alma United 
Church from 5-8 p.m. Enjoy a delicious meal for 
only $12 per adult, and $4 per child. Need more 
information call Sharon or Ruth Grose 846-
9788 or 846-5329.

June 23 
Free Introduction to Sahaja Yoga, 7:30 p.m. 
at Chapters/Waterloo, 428 King N. Come 
experience a power that helps us to reduce 
stress, enhance our wellbeing and promote 
balance in all aspects of life. 

June 24
Music at Gore Park – at the Bandstand. 7-8:30 
p.m. Swiss Farmers Band. 
Annual Strawberry Social, all welcome.  
Chateau Gardens, Elmira, 2-4 p.m. and 7 -9 p.m. 
Tear room, bake table, quilt raffle tickets, white 
elephant table, special draw and 50/50 draw. 
Proceeds to Chateau Gardens Auxiliary. 

June 25
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45-11:15 a.m. For 
parents and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Your 
Child’s Vision, Recognizing A Problem Early, 
Simone Peta, Optometrist. 664-3794. 

June 26 
Chicken Barbeque at The Rockmosa 
Community Centre, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Presented 
by Rockmosa United Church. $12, advance 
tickets available, call Darlene 856-9506 or 
Donna 856-9003. 
Jazz On The Grand – Two great jazz groups will 
entertain crowds. 1-5 p.m. at Princess and Mill 
Streets in Elora. Fundraiser for The Elora Centre 
for the Arts. For more information call 846-
9698 or 846-2600. 
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The true spirit of a 
school lies not in 
the bricks and mor-

tar that house the class-
rooms; rather it endures 
in the many memories 
kept safely by those who 
have passed through its 
doors.

That sentiment was 
the order of the day last 
weekend as some 300 stu-
dents, past and present, 
gathered to help celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of St. 
Jacobs Public School.   

“The event was a suc-
cess; everything went 
great and the day was 
just perfect,” said event 
organizer Peter Moore, 
noting that the six 
months of hard work 
associated with putting 
the festivities together 
had finally paid off. “It 
was nice to see all the 
smiling faces and people 
talking to old friends.” 

To kick off the diamond 
anniversary, the school 
held a dance at the Wool-
wich Community Arena 
in St. Jacobs June 4. 

The dance was followed 
by an open house the 
next day at the school, 
where attendees had the 
opportunity to wander 
the halls and take a gan-
der at their old stomping 
ground. Memorabilia, 
ranging from old photos, 
to report cards to even 
old furniture, adorned 
the school’s gymnasium.

Lending a handful of 
her report cards and 
notebooks to the orga-
nizing committee was 
former student Mary 
(Metzger) Heer.

Heer, who attended St. 
Jacobs PS from 1944-
1951, said it was both the 
opportunity to see old 
classmates and how the 
school has evolved physi-
cally that made the trip 
worthwhile.  

“It’s really exciting to 
be here because you see 
a lot of people you recog-
nize, but have to look at 
their nametags because 
you don’t remember 
what their names are,” 
Heer said. “It’s been re-
ally great.”

Sending all three of her 
children to St. Jacobs PS 
– from 1964 to 1971 – Heer 
noted there is a true fam-
ily connection to the fa-
cility.

Literally generations 
of area residents have 

Organizers pleased with turnout for diamond 
anniversary event at St. Jacobs Public School

walked the halls of St. 
Jacobs at one time or 
another, and have wit-
nessed the school change 
dramatically.

A testament to that is 
St. Jacobs resident Barb 
(Frey) Draper who grad-
uated from the elemen-
tary school in 1968.  

“When I started in 
1960 there were only five 
classrooms, so it’s more 
than doubled in size,” 
Draper said referring to 
the school’s development. 
“My mother was one of 
the people who came 
here when the building 
was first built in 1929 
– I guess we’ve been here 
since the beginning, and 
that’s a special thing.”

The school’s face has 

a lot smaller and the 
steps are not nearly as 
long as they used to be, 
but coming here brings 
back a lot of old memo-
ries.” 

The story was pretty 
much the same for first 
cousins – and class-
mates – Janet (Hort) 
Shorten and Ron Gin-
grich, who have since 
moved from the Wool-
wich area. 

For both Shorten and 
Gingrich, who current-
ly live in Ottawa and 
Cambridge respective-
ly, coming back to visit 
has been somewhat sur-
real – starting where 
they pretty much left off 
with old friends nearly 
five decades ago.  

“There are some peo-
ple that I haven’t seen 
in 48 years,” Shorten 
told the Observer. “But 
you stand there and 
talk to people and just 
can’t tear yourself away 
[from the conversation]. 
It’s just like old times.” 

Graduating from the 
same class in 1956, 
Shorten and Gingrich 
attest that it seems like 
yesterday that they fre-
quented the halls.   

Shorten said although 
she didn’t recognize 
most of the school, her 
classrooms had been 
left virtually intact.  

“I remember the ad-
dition on the [chalk-
board] and you would 
have to add them up 
very quickly,” she said, 
referring to a math 
exercise tabled by her 
Grade 4, 5 and 6 teach-
er Ms. Braendle. “She 
would put lots of 9 and 
8 and 7s and you would 
have to add them really 
quickly and if you did 
really well, she would 
give you candy.”

And while many alum-
ni used the opportunity 
to become reacquainted 
with old friends, others 
simply wanted to some-
what reconnect their 
family members with 
their roots. 

“It’s important for 
me to be here because 
my husband is from 
out west and my kids 
have never really been 
here before,” said Lisa 
(Carr) Pries who now 
lives in Waterloo with 
her husband Dave and 
three children. “It’s 
kind of neat to come 
back and show them 
where I came from.”

grams, he added.
“Depending on how do-

nations are coming in, we 
have to supplement that.”

The bulk of the dona-
tion will be consumed 
by patrons of the Charles 
Street men’s hostel in 
Kitchener, where be-
tween 40 and 50 men are 
fed each day of the year. 
Beef is also included in 
the emergency food ham-
per program, which as-
sists in excess of 18,000 
people annually.

“What really impressed 
us is the innovative na-
ture of this donation. It 
wasn’t just a matter of 
Paul giving away surplus 
product that he had in-
hand,” Hunsberger said, 
noting surplus products 
account for the major-
ity of large-scale donated 
food items.

“I think it was a really 
creative thing that he did 
and certainly outside the 
norm of the usual types 
of donations.”

“I come from a Menno-
nite heritage and we sup-
port what the House of 
Friendship does,” Wide-
man added of why that 
particular charity was 

Innovative donation 
of beef “impressive”
Continued from page 25 chosen as the recipient. 

“We make other dona-
tions from time to time, 
but thought that if there 
was anybody who could 
use [the meat] it would be 
the men’s hostel and the 
soup kitchen.”

While the donation has 
helped a few farmers in 
the interim, there are 
many who remain stifled 
by the mad-cow scare, 
Wideman continued.

“I would say there are 
certainly farmers who 
are finding the situation 
difficult, but they’re not 
at the point where they 
don’t have any cash to 
operate anymore. There’s 
certainly a large number 
of farmers who have been 
hit hard by the econom-
ic impact of what hap-
pened,” he said.

“What we’re really try-
ing to do here is find our 
way in a new reality of 
agriculture. If you’re a 
net exporter of your ag-
ricultural products, as 
Canada is, then you are 
always subject to these 
kinds of events happen-
ing. We’re just trying to 
figure out as an industry 
where the future of agri-
culture is going.”

75Milestone

changed a great deal 
since Draper, let alone 
her mother, attended the 
school. In the 1960s for 
instance, the Queensway 
Drive facility underwent 
a major transformation 
– namely an expansion 
totaling about 15,000 
square-feet that included 
the addition of a gymna-
sium.

Three versions of the 
school have been in ex-
istence, each in a differ-
ent location, the earliest 
built in 1852.   

However, despite the 
changes, Draper said 
it’s the memories of that 
place that will endure. 

“Things look differ-
ent than when we were 
younger. The hill looks 

PETER CRISCIONE

BURGER TIME

DON’T FORGET 
THE SAUERKRAUT 
Toronto resident 
Victor Cox turned 
out for the barbecue, 
grabbing some grub 
before the dinner rush 
showed up.

FLIPPIN’ FUN BBQ  The fifth annual Gleeson Insurance charity 
barbecue on June 10 proved to be the busiest ever, with the lunch 
rush alone seeing more food sales than events in previous years 
– however exact fundraising totals weren’t available at press 
time. Volunteers, including Colin Brubacher, pitched in to serve 
hamburgers and hotdogs for the Grand River Cancer Centre.

RICHARD VIVIAN

SLIDING DOWN MEMORY LANE  Past and present students 
of St. Jacobs PS gathered June 4-5 for the school’s 75th anniversary 
celebrations. Former principal, Leslie Tinning, (above) was one of more 
than 300 people on hand during the weekend festivities.    



• PLANERS 
• TABLESAWS 
• MITRE SAWS 
• JOINTERS 
• BAND SAWS

• ROUTERS
• CORDLESS DRILLS
• LASER MITRE SAWS
• SANDERS
• BRAD NAILERS

BRAND NAMES INCLUDE: DELTA, PORTER CABLE, DEWALT, HITACHI, MAKITA, GENERAL 

TEL: 519-625-8889 OR 1-866-281-8889
FAX: 519-625-8860

HWY 7 & 8 IN SHAKESPEARE

DOVETAIL JIGS • ROUTER BITS & 
ACCESSORIES • SCROLL SAW BLADES • 
BAND SAW BLADES • GLUES • WOOD 

CLAMPS • FINISHING PRODUCTS 
& SO MUCH MORE ON DISPLAY

CABINET ACCESSORIES • HANDLES & 
KNOBS • COUNTER TOPS • GARBAGE CANS 

• TRAY DIVIDERS • LAZY SUSANS & SO 
MUCH MORE ON DISPLAY

KW’s Closest 
Woodworking 
Retail Store

20 min west on Hwy 
7&8 in Shakespeare

FATHER’S DAY
SPECIALS!

Don’t know what
to get Dad?

Gift Certificates
are available!
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10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

MAKE YOUR DAD FEEL SPECIAL ON FATHER’S DAY • SUNDAY JUNE 20
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