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Riverside kids take a 
trip to ancient times
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snow storm
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Soaring costs could 
mean long stay for 
higher Woolwich 

water rates
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Public works crews were put to the test this 
week after a snowstorm dropped about 20 cen-
timetres on the region and blowing winds kept 
snowdrifts forming in open areas.

“We’re getting to the limit. You can only work so 
many hours,” said Rod Kruger, Woolwich’s manager 
of engineering services, which oversees plowing.

“We can only work 15 hours. We can only drive 13 
hours before you have to have an eight-hour break,” 
he said of limits on the number of workers out on the 
streets. “You’ve got to keep an eye on all that stuff. 
We’re getting up to that top level, where the boys are 
concentrating 
on the plowing 
operation.

“We’re doing 
water testing 
and everything 
else, too,” 
he added, 
referring to ad-
ditional duties 
of the public 
works crews. 

Woolwich Township’s outside workers spent the 
greater part of the week roaming their various routes, 
ensuring the roads were as safe as possible. But wind 
sometimes made that a difficult challenge.

“When it’s blowing, it’s an issue,” he said. “You can 
plow through and come back a half hour later and you 
wonder why you went through.”

Drifting was equally troublesome in Wellesley Town-
ship, where public works crews spent about 12 hours 
a day Monday through Wednesday perched in their 
plows.

“They were out [Tuesday] busting drifts. Some 
of the gravel areas that are hiding behind a hill or 
something took the machines over an hour to get 
through. They had to keep backing up and bashing it,” 
commented Will McLaughlin, Wellesley’s director of 
public works. “There were some pretty big drifts out 
there to the north and to the west.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Hit with two major 
water bill increases 
in as many years, 
Woolwich residents 

may be wondering just how 
temporary these “temporary 
measures” are. Will there be 
rate reductions next year? 
‘Maybe’ is the word from the 
township.

Last week, councillors gave 
tentative approval to a plan 
that would see water rates 
jump by 53 per cent to $1.18 
per cubic metre from $0.77 last 
year. The increase is needed 
to erase a $210,000 operating 
deficit left over from 2003.

That step follows a similar 
move last year when council 
doubled the bimonthly water 
service charge – to $24.88 
from $12.44 – as a temporary, 
one-year solution to tackle 
a 2002 shortfall in the water 
reserve fund of some $270,000. 
That elevated rate was re-
newed again this year; in fact, 
council tacked on another two 
per cent for inflation, bring-
ing the charge to $25.38.

For customers who pay both 
water and wastewater usage 
fees, the large increase would 
be offset by a decrease to the 
sewage fees, which would fall 
to $1.16 per cubic metre from 
$1.38 – for a net increase of 8.8 
per cent, translating to an ad-
ditional $47.50 per year for the 
average residential customer. SCHOOL’S OUT, FUNS IN  This group used part of Tuesday’s snow day to have a little fun and 

make snow angels along Meadowlark Drive in Elmira. From front: Matt Burkhart, 12, Marguerite 
Gingrich, Liam Cressman, 11, Aaron Burkhart, 9, Tyler Martin, 9, and Cole Burkhart, 7.
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Water-only customers, 
however, would bear the 
full brunt of the increase. 
For an average household 
using 250 cubic metres 
of water annually, that 
translates into an addi-
tional $102.50 per year.

The “temporary” na-
ture of these increases 
is expected to be high 
on list as ratepayers get 
their say on the proposed 
hikes at a public meeting 
Feb. 17.

While acknowledging 
some potential frustra-
tion on the public’s part, 
director of finance Dan 
Chapman said increased 
costs, most of them 
outside of township’s 

“I went home on Moser-
Young [Monday night] 
and it was down to one 
lane about two hours 
after the last time it was 
plowed, so we had to get 
them back. It was pretty 
bad.”

Because of the near-con-
stant plowing, neither 
township put much in 
the way of sand on the 
road during the storm – it 
would have been taken 
off the road during the 
next pass of a plow.

But once the snowfall 
ceased, the sand (actu-
ally a sand/salt mix, 95 
per cent sand in Welles-
ley and 83 per cent sand 
in Woolwich) started hit-
ting the road.

“Our job is not done. 
We’ll continue to address 
the roads at this point, 

Woolwich looks to province for water cash
control, mean money has 
to be found somewhere.

Last year’s hike in the 
service charge covered 
the deficit, but left the 
township no additional 
reserve funds to carry 
out water works this year 
or in future years, he ex-
plained.

“Coming into 2004 now, 
we’re essentially at a 
nil position in the water 
reserve, but we’re con-
templating water projects 
upwards of $600,000 for 
2004. In order to fund 
those projects, we need 
to maintain the service 
charge at the higher lev-
el. If we do not maintain 
at the higher level, we 
would face another defi-

cit … or we would have to 
scale back those capital 
projects,” Chapman said 
this week.

“The issue here is that 
we have no room in the 
reserve to be able to 
fund significant levels of 
projects in a given year. 
Right now we have short-
term issues to deal with, 
particularly around 
funding water capital. To 
avoid a deficit, this is a 
temporary measure.”

On the usage side, there 
may be room next year 
to reduce the $1.18 per 
cubic metre rate. About 
18 cents of the figure is 
required to eliminate the 
2003 operating deficit; 
the rate could fall by that 

much in 2005.
“The 18 cents should 

do away with the deficit 
in 2004 that arose last 
year; if it does, there’s no 
reason why that 18 cents 
would need to be carried 
in the budget.”

That said, rates are un-
likely to fall to levels seen 
in recent years (71-77 
cents). Increases in wa-
ter costs from Waterloo 
Region and additional, 
provincially-mandated 
testing costs have driven 
up expenses; those costs 
are likely permanent and 
will have to be reflected 
in the usage fee, which 
could fall into the $1 per 
cubic metre range, said 
Chapman, adding the 

ultimate decision will be 
up to council.

Soaring costs, many 
the result of post-Walk-
erton regulations and 
standards, means rates 
are probably going to 
stay higher than they’ve 
been in recent years, 
however, warned Coun. 
Pat McLean.

“I don’t know that the 
water rate increase is 
temporary. I don’t know 
that the rate will stay so 
high, but we are facing a 
lot more costs. But things 
like testing – twice a day, 
seven days a week – cost 
us money. We he have to 
do it, we have no choice 
– we’re told to do it … by 
the province.”

Because the provincial 
government demands 
measures that increase 
municipal costs, Queen’s 
Park should be contribut-
ing more money to help 
offset the expenses, she 
said.

That would be a wel-
come measure in any 
municipality, said Wa-
terloo Region Chair Ken 
Seiling. New testing 
standards alone costs the 
region an additional $1 
million last year.

Unless the province 
changes its requirements, 
or kicks in more money, 
all agreed those costs 
will continue to hit mu-
nicipal budgets.

Continued from cover

Township snow plows 
stretched to the limits

go back around, make 
sure the wing plowing is 
out in the rural [areas] 
so that you’ve got some 
place to put more snow. 
In town, we’ll start to 
look at snow loading and 
pulling it off the banks 
and things like that on 
some priority routes,” 
explained Kruger.

Snow removed from the 
road and parking lots 
in Woolwich is taken by 
truck to a property at the 
west end of First Street in 
Elmira.

“It’s just an ongoing 
process for the next two 
months,” Kruger added.

Similar work was un-
derway in Wellesley after 
the storm broke.

“You can only push it 
so far and then we have 
to do something with it,” 
McLaughlin said, noting 

plow drivers look for ar-
eas out of the way to pile 
the snow. “They don’t 
really have an official 
loading program here. 
The loader just goes in by 
itself and removes what 
snow it can and runs it 
down the street and piles 
it where it can fit.”

The storm – which start-
ed Monday evening and 
continued, on and off, un-
til Wednesday – caused 
the Waterloo Region 
District School Board to 
cancel all classes in the 
rural areas Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Some college and uni-
versity classes were also 
cancelled.

A Wellesley Township 
committee-of-the-whole 
meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday evening was  
called off as well.

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When executives 
at Quickair Inc. 
first learned of 

the opportunities at Wa-
terloo Regional Airport, 
they couldn’t believe 
their eyes. But after sev-
eral months of looking 
closer and negotiations 
with the region, the Ed-
monton-based company 
is preparing to take flight 
– to Ottawa and Mon-
treal.

“We thought there had 
to be something wrong 
here. It was almost too 
good to be true,” Quickair 
president Paul Phee said 
of an information pack-
age his company received 

New service coming 
to regional airport
Quickair set to begin flights to Ottawa and Montreal

from Waterloo Region 
last summer. “You’ve got 
a great population base. 
A high-tech sector right 
in the middle of it. And 
they just spent $20 mil-
lion on improving the 
airport to make it flex-
ible to smaller and larger 
carriers.

“And there were no 
scheduled service – we 
couldn’t believe it.”

Upgrades to the airport, 
located in Breslau, were 
recently completed, in-
cluding the construction 
of a new terminal build-
ing, an extended runway 
and expanded apron.

Flights to Ottawa are 
set to begin Mar. 29. Mon-
treal flights will take 
off about a month later, 

but the exact date hasn’t 
been set as of yet. In the 
beginning, two round-
trip flights will be made 
to each location daily.

“Quickair primarily 
focus on opportunities 
for business travellers 
and we found that the 
market appeared to be 
very healthy in the busi-
ness-travel segment 
– being that [the airport] 
is situated in the middle 
of a technology triangle,” 
Phee said of the local 
market.

“We’re starting with the 
top two [business travel 
destinations] and we’re 
working our way down 
the list,” he said, refer-
ring to a study of origin 

See QUICKAIR page 4
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Monitoring the halls
Officer spends one day a week educating, listening and enforcing

Landlord charged after 
family displaced in 
pre-Christmas blaze

RICHARD VIVIAN

Police crack down 
on overnight parking

Region renews Legion’s 
tax exemption
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Drayton firefighters 
respond to fatal fire

Woolwich backs call for 
more water funding 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Just because you see a police cruiser 
parked outside Elmira District 
Secondary School doesn’t mean 
something bad has happened. Often, 

it’s quite the opposite.
For the past year, Waterloo Regional Police 

Const. Carl Bernard has been seen roaming 
the halls of the school every Wednesday as 
one of the force’s two dedicated school re-
source officers.

“It’s a refreshing change,” he said, referring 
to his time as a patrol officer in Waterloo. 
“Probably one of the most enjoyable aspects 
of the job is going into classes and educating 
the students. They love to hear stories. It’s 
probably a refreshing change for them too 
because they get to hear a different spin.

“This is along the lines of community-
based policing.”

There are a number of things the constable 
does while at the school, not the least of 
which is working to open the lines of com-
munication between the students, staff, 
administration and police. The more com-
fortable those groups are with police, the 
more likely they are to approach an officer 

ON PATROL AT EDSS  School resource officer Const. Carl Bernard can be found at Elmira District Secondary School every Wednesday, keeping the lines of communication 
open and talking to classes, as well as enforcement.

when they have particular issues and con-
cerns, he explained.

“I’m also available outside of classroom 
time to meet with students to provide 
advice, to help them if they’re having prob-
lems that I can possibly help them with,” he 
said. “All they have to do is leave me a mes-
sage and I’ll get back to them.”

Messages can be left in a mailbox Bernard 
has in the school’s main office. Meetings 
– all of which take place Wednesdays, 
because the officer is at other schools 
throughout the rest of the week – take place 
in a private office inside the guidance area.

Bernard also takes an active role in speak-
ing to classes, should teachers present an 
invitation.

“Periodically, when a teacher is interested 
in having a police officer come into their 
class to do either, if it’s a phys-ed class it 
could be a drug talk, or if it’s a civics class 
… I can go in and talk about policing as a 
career… or political science – like talking 
about the new Youth Criminal Justice Act,” 
he explained. 

Of course, enforcement is also a key part of 
the constable’s duties.

“If two students get into an altercation 
where police would normally have to re-

spond, I, as much as possible, try and deal 
with the issues at the school rather than 
have an outside officer come in - only be-
cause I’m familiar with the staff and many 
of the students at the school,” he said. 

“Also part of that enforcement aspect is 
just my presence at the school to try to deter 
crime: deter people from trespassing on the 
property or engaging in fights while there’s 
a cruiser outside or me in the school.”

Basically, he noted there aren’t many 
differences between EDSS and the larger 
urban schools in the region. 

“I think a lot of what’s going on at EDSS 
is comparable to what’s going on at other 
schools,” he said, adding the only major dif-
ference is that there aren’t any rival schools 
close by that could stir up trouble.

“You do see a lower rate of inter-school 
violence. You don’t see a whole lot of other 
schools showing up at Elmira and fights 
breaking out.”

Having been in the position for a year 
– though he returned to regular patrol in 
Waterloo during the summer break – has 
given Bernard a new perspective on educa-
tion.

“I have a whole new respect for teachers, 
they have a very difficult job.”

The landlord who rented out a Martin 
Grove Road house that suffered heavy 
fire damage Dec. 8 was charged last 
week for not having working smoke 
detectors in the house. 
Members of the Reddekopp family 

fled the house after detecting the smell 
of smoke and finding a fire above the 
basement furnace. Damage to the house 
was estimated at $150,000. A faulty 
chimney flew was pegged as the cause 
of the fire.
All 15 people living in the house es-

caped the blaze.
John Albrecht is scheduled to make a 

first appearance in provincial court Feb. 
23 to face one count of ‘fail to install 
smoke alarm’ under the Ontario Fire 
Code. If convicted, Albrecht faces a fine 
up to $25,000. The exact amount will be 
set by a judge.
Woolwich fire prevention officer Dan 

Magda reminds residents that anyone 
who can’t afford a smoke alarm, or the 
batteries to keep it operating, can pick 
one up for free at their local fire station.

You may want to think twice before 
parking on Woolwich streets overnight. 
Between last Saturday and Tuesday, 
Waterloo Regional Police handed out 20 
tickets in Elmira and Maryhill.
The vehicles were parked on the road 

overnight, in contravention of township 
bylaws – which prohibit parking on the 
street between 2:30 and 6 a.m. The 
ban lasts throughout the winter, until 
April 1.
Tickets carry an $18 fine.

A Wellington County Road 11 house 
was completely engulfed in flames when 
Drayton firefighters joined departments 
from Peel, Maryborough and Arthur 
townships at the scene Jan. 27.
Initially, the occupant was unaccounted 

for. Margaret Gray, 52, was later found 
deceased in an upstairs bedroom. The 
cause of the fire is under investigation 
by the Ontario Provincial Police and the 
Ontario Fire Marshall’s Office.
The home was completely destroyed 

by the fire.

Legions and other veteran service clubs 
across the area will continue to enjoy 
their tax-free status from Waterloo 
Region. Regional council endorsed the 
exemption Jan. 28.
The previous exemption – which began 

in 1999 – expired at the end of 2003. 
The new bylaw doesn’t expire until 
2009.

Dealing with some water issues of its 
own, Woolwich council this week en-
dorsed a resolution calling for increased 
federal and provincial funding for water 
projects. The Oxford County resolution, 
circulated to fellow municipalities, asks 
for a three-way split in capital costs 
associated with upgrades to water 
systems.
Municipalities across the province 

are struggling with compliance to the 
Ontario Drinking Water Standards re-
quirements.
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and destination of local 
business travellers.

The number of flights 
may be increased de-
pending on demand.

Travellers heading to 
the Ottawa area have 
had to find their way to 
Pearson International 
Airport in Toronto or 
Hamilton Airport since 
Trillium Air stopped 
servicing that route from 

Breslau in June, 2002. 
“I think it’s a mark of 

confidence in the air-
port,” said regional chair 
Ken Seiling.

Quickair uses 19-pas-
senger Jetstream planes, 
which will take 60 to 
70 minutes to reach Ot-
tawa from Breslau 
and between 75 and 90 
minutes to arrive in 
Montreal.

This will be the com-

pany’s first operation 
outside the Calgary-Ed-
monton corridor, where 
it carried 60,000 passen-
gers last year, doing 30 
flights a day.

“We’re expecting that 
we’ll have some other an-
nouncements in the next 
few months about addi-
tional services out of the 
airport,” added Seiling. 
“We have been talking to 
other airlines.”

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo Region 
is eyeballing tax 
hikes of up to 6.1 

per cent for 2004, neces-
sary, administrators 
say, to pay for a growing 
demand on services. 
That would be a depar-
ture from recent years 
when increases were 
somewhat pegged to the 
inflation rate, currently 
under three per cent.

At a budget committee 
meeting Jan. 28, regional 
staff presented four 
rate-increase scenarios 
for councillors’ consid-
eration. Options ranged 

Region looks to larger tax hikes
Growth, increased demand for services cited as spending figures climb

from a 2.9-per-cent hike 
to 6.12 per cent. At the 
lowest rate, they warned, 
programs would have to 
be cut to meet the budget 
constraints.

A report to council-
lors recommends a tax 
increase of 4.9 per cent 
as a “balance between 
the provision of ad-
equate service levels.” 
That increase would see 
residents pay out an ad-
ditional $55 a year on an 
average residential prop-
erty valued at $183,000.

Regional Chair Ken 
Seiling said this week 
rapid growth in the 
region is putting more 
demands on services and 

requires infrastructure 
spending.

Wage and salary in-
creases, road works, 
social services and 
planned expansions 
for transportation and 
ambulance services re-
quire “significant” extra 
revenues, said Seiling. 
Planned increases to 
policing – 77 new officers 
and 43 support staff by 
2006 – for instance, would 
account for an extra two 
per cent on the levy.

“One of the bigger items 
this year is that the prov-
ince put back pension 
contributions full tilt 
and raised them. It was 
supposed to be a staged 
increase so there’s a 
couple of million dollars 
right there in new pen-
sion money that we’re 
required to pay.”

Warning of an above-
inflation tax increase, 
Seiling said the step is 
necessary to preserve 
services. While agree-
ing few taxpayers like 
to see increases, he said 
residents continue to call 
for new and expanded 

services. 
“It’s a tradeoff. It would 

be nice if we reached a 
point where people were 
satisfied, but people’s 
expectations continue to 
grow,” he noted.

“In the public sector, 
you’ve got to balance off 
people’s expectations 
versus what you think is 
affordable; that’s an exer-
cise that happens every 
year at budget time.”

Woolwich Mayor Bill 
Strauss, who represents 
the township on regional 
council, said maintaining 
services is an important 

consideration. While it’s 
too early in the process 
to know which way coun-
cillors are leaning on 
the tax issue, he said he 
would be hard pressed to 
start cutting.

“I’m afraid that I’m 
open to some increases 
because I don’t want to 
cut services,” he said fol-
lowing a budget session 
Jan. 28. “But I want to 
look at it more.”

He cited downloading 
from higher levels of 
government as a major 
cause of increased costs, 
a trend also identified by 

Seiling.
“With all the cost cut-

ting that goes on at the 
senior levels of govern-
ment, ultimately it comes 
home to the level that 
has to do the work on the 
ground,” said Seiling.

“That’s why there’s 
been such a push lately 
for municipalities to get 
a greater share of rev-
enues because they just 
can’t sustain the kinds 
of programs they’re be-
ing asked to sustain at 
the same time as they’re 
not getting much of an 
increase in revenues.”

Quickair to set up in Breslau
Continued from page 2
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• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286
Restaurant & Catering

EARLY BIRD Evening Buffet
Monday & Tuesday In ST. JACOBS: 5pm -7pm

Continues for a limited time ...

Includes soup, our famous Waterloo County Salad Bar,
hot buffet and dessert. 

Winter Billboard

$11.99
(Kids under

 5 yrs. - free!)

Lean Ground Beef...................$2.39 lb.

Pork Butt Chops.....................$1.79 lb.

Polish Sausage........................$2.39 lb.

Smoked Pork Hocks.................$1.29 lb.

Frozen Meat Pies (Pkg. Of 2).........$5.50

Onion & Parsley Cheese............$5.69 lb.

Specials: February 2 to 7

$10.95
6” Chocolate, White or Marble Cake

Order now for Valentines Day

Stone Crock Bakery (519) 664-3612
1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

A Sweetheart Of A Cake!

Sunday
Afternoons

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Jazz Is Back!
1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn
Reservations recommended. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A non- s eme st er e d 
school since it 
opened its doors 

more than six decades 
ago, Elmira District Sec-
ondary School is looking 
at a new system as it deals 
with a shrinking student 
population.

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
(WRDSB) wants to reduce 
the number of students, 
but administrators hope 
to prevent the high school 
from becoming too small 
to support a full range of 
programs. A range of plan-
ning options, including 
a change to a semester-
based schedule, are being 
studied in advance of next 
fall’s opening of a new 
school in Waterloo – Sir 
John A. MacDonald Sec-
ondary School (SJAMSS) 
will be home to Waterloo 
students currently bused 
to EDSS.

Currently home to 1,270 
students – a number down 
from 2002-2003, the last 
year of Grade 13, which 
featured two graduating 
classes – the Elmira school 
is forecasted to house a 
population of 900 to 1,150 
highschoolers.

If that number falls 
under 1,000, however, 
the school is in danger of 

EDSS moves to stabilize enrolment
Changes in works as Elmira high school prepares for region-wide boundary changes

losing the critical mass 
– and provincial funding 
– to offer the full range of 
courses available today, 
said principal Gary Ayre.

“I’m hopeful that we’ll 
stay around 1,100. If we 
drop down to 1,100, it’s 
not going to [prevent] us 
from offering a variety of 
courses – that’s the key.”

Along with redrawing 
the school boundaries 
when SJAMSS comes on 
line in September, the 
school board also plans to 
shift some of its programs 
to regional schools. For 
instance, students in the 
Fast Forward program 
– the stream for kids not 
likely headed for post-sec-
ondary education – will 
no longer attend EDSS. 
Rather, they will be bused 
to SJAMSS. Special edu-
cation programs will see 
similar changes, noted 
Chris Smith, the board’s 
manager of planning and 
cooperative transporta-
tion services.                                                                                          

While the smaller stu-
dent population would 
allow the school to do 
away with classes in 
portables, he added, the 
board wants EDSS to con-
tinue to offer a full range 
of programs. 

In fact, the board is look-
ing at improvements to 
the building, including 
an addition with an eleva-

tor. Plans are also in place 
to acquire a piece of the 
former Elmira Raceway 
lands to provide much-
needed recreational space 
– Elmira has the smallest 
amount of land of the 
board’s 15 high schools.

Administrators at EDSS 
are looking at changes 
that might help boost the 
number of students, said 
Ayre. Included on that list 
is shifting to a semestered 

school system; the princi-
pal estimates Elmira loses 
some 30 to 45 students each 
year to schools such as 
Bluevale Collegiate In-
stitute because students 
are looking to take a few 
courses under the more 
flexible system.

“The decision … to go to 
semestering isn’t some-
thing that we’re going to 
take lightly,” he said of the 
process.

Also in the works are 
plans to expand the num-
ber of Mennonite students 
attending the school. 
Often, such students drop 
out of the system at age 14, 
but EDSS has had some 
luck encouraging Menno-
nite families to keep their 
children in school longer.

The key to that, said 
Ayre, is providing learn-
ing space outside the 
main school building 

– Mennonite parents 
are concerned about the 
influence others might 
have on their children. At 
their request, much of the 
schooling takes place in 
portables away from the 
main school.

Smith said the board is 
prepared to work with 
EDSS, perhaps through 
an “annex” system, to ac-
commodate these special 
considerations.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Charges are still be-
ing investigated 
against Dany Heat-

ley, but that didn’t stop 
him from making his 
return to competitive 
hockey with the Atlanta 
Thrashers Wednesday 
night, when they tied the 
St. Louis Blues 1-1.

Heatley joined his team-
mates for the first time 
outside of practice since 
the Sept. 30 collision 
in which he was badly 
injured. That crash ulti-
mately led to the death of 
Elmira-native Dan Sny-
der. The friends were in 
Heatley’s Ferrari when it 
struck a cement post and 

Heatley returns to competition
Snyders wish him well, DA still investigating crash

iron fence on a residential 
road in Atlanta.

“It felt great to be back,” 
Heatley said after the 
game, in comments post-
ed on the Thrasher’s Web 
site. “I got a lot of calls 
today; I talked to the Sny-
ders. I’ll remember this 
night for a long time.”

In his first game back, 
Heatley  played for nearly 
23 minutes over 23 shifts 
and had four shots on net.

“I felt he did pretty 
well, but let’s face it, this 
was step one,” coach Bob 
Hartley noted in his post-
game comments. “We saw 
his conditioning is pretty 
good.

“The more we’re going 
to play him, the quicker 
he’s going to get back into 

the game.”
Even if his recovery con-

tinues, Heatley’s hockey 
days may still be cut 
short. The player faces a 
prison term of three to 15 
years if formally charged 
and convicted of ve-
hicular homicide. Police 
initially laid the charge, 
but the District Attorney 
is still investigating to 
determine if the charge 
will be presented to a 
grand jury.

“We have not made a 
formal charging decision 
as of yet. We are continu-
ing our investigation and 
we hope to complete it and 
make a decision within 
the next few weeks,” said 
Erik Friedly, spokesper-
son for the Fulton County 

District Attorney’s office.
The Snyder family has 

publicly asked that no 
charges be laid against 
Heatley, stressing the in-
cident was an accident. In 
a statement posted on the 
Thrashers Web site, par-
ents Graham and Luanne 
Snyder – who are out of 
the country and couldn’t 
be directly contacted 
– said they plan to attend 
a game soon so they can 
watch Heatley play.

“We’re glad to see Dany 
back on the ice doing what 
he does best. We spoke to 
him today and although 
we would have liked to at-
tend [Wednesday’s] game, 
our travel plans would 
not permit us to do so,” 
they said.
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» The healing process
Even as Dany Heatley skates 
back into his normal life, 
Elmira’s Graham and Luanne 
Snyder continue to encourage 
him despite the fact their 
lives will never be the same. 
Such support should prove 
immensely helpful to Heatley.

» No grounds for war
Saying “we were all wrong,” U.S. 
weapons inspector David Kay 
this week erased any pretext for 
the American invasion of Iraq. 
He admitted the country had 
absolutely no weapons of mass 
destruction, let alone plans of 
imminent threat to anyone.

» Bombing goodwill
Even as a prisoner swap was in 
the works, Palestinian and Israeli 
forces were busy undoing any 
goodwill. The ongoing strike-
and-counterstrike battle will 
do nothing for the latest in an 
endless series of peace talks.

He’s just marginally better than flipping a coin.

Weather guru Dave Phillips says Wiarton Willie’s forecast for winter’s end is just a crap shoot.

Water price goes up, but will quality?

Counting on
peer pressure

Hitting the wall
on tax increases

I’m sure I ain’t the only 
one who was more 
than a little miffed 

over the water story we 
seen in the paper last 
week. How in the name of 
Hades do politicians fig-
ure it’s okay to increase 
the rate by better than 
50 per cent? And on an es-
sential service, to boot. 

That’s just more insult 
on top of the injury from 
last year, where we had 
a doubling of the service 
charge. The story says 
how that was supposed to 
be temporary, one-year 
measure; now they’re 
talkin’ like they’re going 
to be makin’ it perma-
nent, what with adding 
some extra for inflation.

Ain’t the message 
sinkin’ in yet that folks 
don’t want more taxes? 

Folks in government 
can argue ‘til they’re blue 
in their overfed faces, but 
whether you call it a tax, 
a user fee or a service 
charge, it all adds up to 
less money in my pocket 
and more in theirs.

I can remember a time 
when it sure didn’t cost 
nothin’ to get your wa-
ter – and it was a whole 
hell of a lot better back 
then. Now we’re payin’ 
out nigh on a fortune for 

water and it ain’t as fit as 
what we’d feed to the live-
stock way back when. It 
seems to me that with the 
prices they’re chargin’, 
not to mention the big 
increase they wanna hit 
us with, they ought to be 
servin’ up the best damn 
water that’s ever passed 
a fella’s lips. But it just 
ain’t so.

MOVE YOUR BUTT, 
DON’T KEEP FEEDIN’ IT

Those that have read 
my column here more 
than once or twice know 
I ain’t got much patience 
for folks who sit around 
gettin’ bigger and bigger, 
especially youngsters 
who ought to be more ac-
tive than that.

What’s really got me 
worked up about that is 
all them ads for dietin’ 
programs and fancy ex-
ercise stuff I keep seein’ 
on my TV. I’m guessin’ 
that they is looking to 
separate a few fools from 
their money, especially 
those who are still tryin’ 
to keep to their New 
Year’s resolutions.

On top of the fact that 
the folks in the ads 
weren’t ever fat to begin 
with, there just ain’t 
no need to go spending 
that kind of money: eat 
less, do more. It’s pretty 
simple, but folks is not 
prepared to get off their 
growing butts. Maybe a 
little less time in front 
of the television would be 
the first step – leastways, 
they’d be less likely to 
catch them ads.

Here’s a newsflash: 
there ain’t no shortcuts, 
even at 12 equal pay-
ments of $69.95.

AIN’T NO PUNISHMENT 
TOO HARD FOR ‘EM

I see how the province 
is looking to get tougher 
on them that uses guns to 
commit crimes. It’s about 
bloomin’ time.

Don’t get me wrong, I 
ain’t no fan of the gun 
control – so if that’s what 
they’re thinking about, 
then they should go stuff 
themselves right now. 
However, I get the idea 
them Liberals is lookin’ 
to beef up the penalties, 

which is a good move in 
my books.

I’m guessin’ all them 
gang-type killings, most 
in Toronto, is what’s 
put a bee in their bon-
net. I suppose the best 
cure is to keep them 
undesirables out of the 
country in the first place 
– you gotta figure it’d be 
a bunch less expensive 
to nip them wrongdoers 
in the bud, as it were. On 
account of all the bleedin’ 
hearts, we ain’t going to 
see nothin’ so sensible 
any time soon – the next 
best thing is to make sure 
the police crack down on 
the vermin.

Tougher sentences 
for them scumbags is a 
good first step. Perhaps 
addin’ on another 25 
years for usin’ a gun 
would make them low-
lifes think first, though 
one figures they ain’t 
too high on the thinkin’ 
side of things. If ever 
there was a reason to 
bring back the death 
penalty, this is it. Ain’t 
nothin’ better to focus 
the brain on doin’ a gun 
crime like a date with 
the hangman. If nothin’ 
else, it would be a deter-
rent to every one of them 
SOBs that they hang.

Still reeling from Woolwich’s proposed water 
rate increase? Hold on to your hats: Waterloo 
Region has a significant tax hike in mind for 
you.

While not as dramatic on the percentage front – five 
or six per cent versus 53 per cent for the water – the 
dollar value is significant. And, as with the water 
rates, the trend is disturbing. 

Increases of any kind are generally unwanted. In-
creases above inflation demand some explanation, 
especially given that many ratepayers aren’t seeing 
commensurate pay increases – at the end of the day, 
factoring in all the government taxes, fees and charg-
es, most of us are going to have less in our wallets.

In some ways, however, we’re our own worst en-
emies. As regional Chair Ken Seiling noted, we’re 
placing an ever-increasing demand for services on 
our governments, particularly frontline governments 
at the township and regional levels. We can’t have it 
both ways: more services, lower taxes. It’s one or the 
other.

Some will argue that they don’t want more services 
and that they are, in fact, getting precious little bang 
for their buck as it now stands. For these people, tax 
increases of any kind are particularly galling. If 
population growth is driving new expenditures – for 
roads and sewers, for instance – then let the new ar-
rivals foot the bill, some will argue.

That reasoning leads us to the slippery slope of user 
fees, the favourite route of governments too cowardly 
to raise taxes or cut services. This is precisely the 
option being explored at the provincial level as the 
McGuinty government looks to tackle the deficit with-
out breaking its promise to freeze taxes.

However, those revenues come from one source: us. 
Whether income tax goes up by $10 or you pay an extra 
$10 when you renew your driver’s licence, you’re still 
out $10. Of course, if you don’t drive – that is, your not 
a “user” – then you’re ahead of the game … until you’re 
faced with a fee for something else. And you will be.

In the face of growing expectations – they’re always 
growing, Seiling notes – at some point our elected of-
ficials have to draw a line, to decide what’s essential 
and what’s not. There will never be enough money to 
meet every demand; it’s better to start applying the 
brakes slowly rather than jam them on when the in-
evitable wall appears.

As with spending and taxes, the question of the 
public’s expectations is also in play as the re-
gion looks to promote a reduction in the use of 

lawn chemicals.
Rather than banning or restricting pesticides and 

herbicides, the region thinks public education is the 
key. The Pesticide Working Group will launch a cam-
paign to change our perception of weeds – they’re not 
such a bad thing after all, certainly not bad enough 
to pour potentially harmful chemicals on your lawn 
with any frequency. The aim is to foster an environ-
ment where seeking out alternatives to lawn spraying 
is considered a good idea and, eventually, just the 
standard way of thinking.

This is precisely the approach we saw with the blue 
box recycling program – recycling is just a part of life, 
taken as a given beyond anyone’s expectations some 
20 years ago.

With pesticides, the goal now is to convince us that 
health and environmental concerns trump a putting-
green lawn. It just might work: the need for social 
acceptance is a power beyond coercive bylaws.



?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

ADVERTISING POLICY: All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s 
discretion. The Publisher will not be responsible for damages arising out of 
errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by 
that portion of the advertisement in which the error occured.
COPYRIGHT POLICY: Any design, artwork, copyright or typesetting supplied 
by Woolwich Observer is for the exclusive use by the Publisher. Any other use 
not authorized is an infringement of copyright. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, without prior 
written permission of the Publisher. REPRODUCTION RIGHTS: A licence 
obtained from CANCOPY (Canadian Copyright Licensing Agency) located at 1 
Yonge St., 1900, Toronto, ON  M5E 1E5  FAX: (416)868-1621

LETTER POLICY: The Observer welcomes letters to the editor on topics of 
interest to our readers. Letters may be edited for length, clarity, grammar, 
and legal considerations. All letters must be signed and contain the writer’s 
full name and telephone number for verifications purposes. Unsigned or 
anonymous letters will not be considered for publication. If you have a 
legitimate concern and cannot sign your name to a letter, please contact the 
editor to discuss alternative means of resolving the issue. This newspaper 
declines announcements, poetry, and thank-you letters in the opinion section. 
Short letters have more impact — 100-200 words to a max word count of 
400. The Observer is a member of the Ontario Press Council which considers 
complaints against member newspapers. www.ontpress.com for more info.

DELIVERY COMPLAINTS: All delivery concerns 
are taken seriously. Substandard deliveries, late 
deliveries, or non-deliveries should be reported 
to the Observer during regular working hours at 
(519) 669-5790.
Saturdays by 3pm call (519) 894-3000

AUDITED CIRCULATION:

11,860
FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 

THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA
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“With Groundhog Day 
coming up: do you 
think it will be an

early or late spring?”

Dave Antill Joan Moyer Donald MacCandless Reg Martin

AT A LOCAL WEATHER-WATCH CENTRE, THE ONSLAUGHT OF THIS WEEK’S ‘NON-STORM’ IS 
DETECTED EARLY & NECESSARY MEASURES ARE TAKEN... TIME OFF & SNOW DAYS FOR ALL!

“Winter started in the 
middle of January, so I’m 
thinking late.”

“I think it’s going to be 
an early spring, only be-
cause I’m an optimist and 
I’m hopeful this weather 
will soon be over.”

“I think it’ll be a late 
spring because the 
groundhog died up in 
Wiarton.”

“I think it’s going to 
be a late spring because 
winter was a little late 
getting here.”

Dr. Foth

ALLAN FOTHERINGHAM

No surprises as Conrad Black takes a tumble

Letters to the Editor

Canada’s best read 
political columnist.

To the Editor,
Recently, photo radar 

has become a popular 
topic for discussion. 
Terms such as “cash 
grab,” “invasion of pri-
vacy” and “universally 
detested” have been used 
to describe it.

Many people also like 
to blame governments 
for misusing their tax 
dollars. While that may 
be true sometimes, this 
is definitely a case where 
it is not. Let’s explore the 
examples:

“Cash grab:” the only 
people who are paying are 
those breaking the law. 
The extra revenue can be 
used to fund extra polic-
ing … another complaint 
about governments. Re-
duced speeds will result 
in fewer accidents, which 
will free up more money 
in the health care area, 
and should result in fewer 
insurance claims and 
lower premiums. 

“Invasion of privacy” 
again, only lawbreak-
ers will have their 
license plate number 

Photo radar? Bring it 
on, and more of it

photographed. If this is 
a concern for you, better 
stay off of Hwy. 407, and 
avoid border crossing 
points also.

“Universally detested” 
while this was one 
person’s opinion, I don’t 
feel that it represents 
everyone. I support the 
reintroduction of photo 
radar and feel that our 
roads will be safer as a 
result. Anyone who has 
driven on Hwy. 401 for 
the last 10 years will re-
member that speeds were 
slower during the time 
when it was in place. 

Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Chief Larry Gravill is 
in support of the system 
as another tool to make 
our roads safer. I feel it is 
an excellent compliment 
to the recently introduced 
safety initiative in Water-
loo Region.

I welcome the day when 
it is not cost effective 
to run this program, 
because that means 
speeding will be signifi-
cantly reduced and our 
roads will be safer! 

Mark Bauman 
St. Jacobs

LONDON – Because 
Britain is such 
a small island, 

tucked snugly into one 
horizontal time zone, it 
can distribute London’s 
10 daily newspapers to 
every doorstep in the land 
– making the English the 
most avid consumers of 
newsprint in the world.

As such, the puzzling 
thing is how they allow 
ambitious and voracious 
foreigners to capture so 
much of the propaganda 
machinery.

A tiny man left New 
Brunswick under a cloud 
after a cement cartel 
scandal, landed here to 
quickly become Lord Bea-
verbrook, the No. 1 press 
baron on Fleet Street, 
and helped Churchill 
win the war by building 
the RAF that conquered 
the Luftwaffe. Clement 
Attlee, the Labour leader 
who defeated Churchill 
in 1945, said Beaverbrook 
was “the only evil man” 
he had ever met.

Roy Thomson, of down-
town Kirkland Lake, Ont., 
on getting the first private 
TV franchise in Britain, 
boasted that it was “like 
a license to print money.” 
He bought a title and Lord 

Thomson owned The 
Times of London and was 
the first to get into North 
Sea oil – the reason why 
quiet son Ken Thomson 
is now the richest man in 
Canada.

From Australia came 
the “Dirty Digger,” Ru-
pert Murdoch, who hates 
the English because the 
Oxbridge toffs made fun 
of his accent when he was 
sent to private school here, 
and cynically directs his 
papers to the left or the 
right, depending on who is 
in power at Westminster.

And so the headlines of 
course are now aflame 
with the perils of Conrad, 
the boy who fled Canada 
and tore up his passport 
because Jean Chrétien 
wouldn’t let him have a 
title. The lawyers and 
bankers grow richer by 
the day as the corporate 
hyenas scrap over the 
remains of Lord Black’s 
collapsed empire.

In an astonishing inter-
view in the National Post 
some months back, a life-
time Conrad friend, Hal 
Jackman, predicted the 
whole thing. The former 
Ontario lieutenant-gov-
ernor said Black had “a 
death wish.” Meaning 

a financial death wish, 
because his old buddy 
liked pressing the limits 
beyond propriety.

Jackman, sensing the 
inevitable, resigned from 
the board of the Hollinger 
miasma. So had the mil-
lionaire Peter Munk. 
Former ambassador Allan 
Gotlieb removed himself 
from any links. Likewise 
department store heir Fred 
Eaton. Likewise publisher 
Anna Porter. All fearing 
the fallout from the com-
ing lawsuits prepared by 
irate shareholders on Wall 
Street.

As could be expected, his 
many enemies are dancing 
on his publishing grave. 
What is most surprising 
is that his own troops, who 
supposedly are still being 
paid by him, have joined 

in the fun. While the legal 
beagles argue over who he 
can sell to, The Spectator, 
his excellent and influen-
tial magazine, bursts forth 
with a cover story titled 
The Lost Tycoon: A Shat-
tering Tale of Ambition, 
Love and Boardroom Pas-
sions.

The colour illustra-
tion, along with Barbara 
Amiel’s cleavage, natural-
ly includes a moose and 
hungry wolves, the usual 
superior Fleet Street 
reminder of the colonial 
roots of an uppity lad who 
lusted for the robes of the 
House of Lords.

The article inside opens 
by stating that a few weeks 
back when executives 
were trying to explain to 
Lord Black “the full hor-
ror of his personal and 

corporate predicament,” 
wife Barbara swept into 
the room, “clad only in a 
leotard and shades.” Bar-
bara Black proclaimed, 
“Oh Conrad. Let’s just get 
out of here. They hate us.” 

The long “Ballad of 
Connie and Babs” goes 
on to inform us that 
Lady Soames, daughter 
of Winston Churchill, 
told friends that Conrad 
Black was “London’s big-
gest bore unhung” and 
reminded us that last year 
Babs had invited Vogue 
magazine to view her 100 
pairs of Manolo Blahnik 
shoes at 500 pounds a pop 
and a dozen Hermes Bir-
kin bags worth more than 
100,000 pounds and other 
such trinkets. So much for 
loyal employees.

The point is that no one, 
English or otherwise, 
should be surprised. Hal 
Jackman was correct. 
What do you say about 
a young boy, delivered 
by chauffered limo each 

morning to Canada’s most 
exclusive and expensive 
boys’ private school, Up-
per Canada College in 
Toronto, who is expelled 
for stealing the school’s 
exams and selling them to 
his rich schoolmates?

Is there not a trend there? 
There were the questions 
about acquiring the Argus 
operation from two near-
senile widows. Then the 
uproar over the Dominion 
Stores employees’ pension 
fund. His capture of his 
lodestone London Daily 
Telegraph, largest-selling 
broadsheet in Britain, 
from near-senile nobility, 
was described by those in 
the know as “catching the 
biggest fish on Fleet Street 
with the smallest hook.”

As a Canadian scribbler 
back in his old haunts in 
the deserted Fleet Street 
where he once worked, I 
feel somewhat sorry for 
boy Conrad. But not much 
– the signs were there 
from the start.
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Canadian politics are in for a front-end alignment

ELMIRA

THANK YOU TO OUR
VALUED CUSTOMERS

The Elmira Stone Crock Management & Staff feels privileged 
to have been able to serve you for 27 years.  We want to express our 
thanks for making us a part of your family on the many occasions 

you have dined here or allowed us to cater your special celebrations.

Stone Crock looks forward to continuing our 
warm association with you at our St. Jacobs restaurant. 

Elmira Stone Crock Coupons
will be honoured until their expiry date at the Stone Crock Restaurant in St. Jacobs

10% Discount for Buffet Meals 
Customers with an Elmira address will receive this special discount at the 

thStone Crock in St. Jacobs from February 1 until June 30 , 2004 

The doors of the Elmira restaurant 
close February 1, 2004 

1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286
Restaurant & Catering

When Scott Bri-
son and Keith 
Martin left the 

newly formed Conserva-
tive Party to become 
Liberals, many observers 
assumed that a combina-
tion of opportunism and 
disaffection with their 
new party were the 
primary motivators for 
their defections. While 
both factors definitely 
played a role, I believe 
that something much 
more significant is hap-
pening. These defections 
are just one manifesta-
tion of a fundamental 
realignment of Canada’s 
political parties.

While Brison, who is one 
of four MPs who publicly 
acknowledge being gay, 
could hardly be expected 
to remain in a caucus 
whose preeminent politi-
cal priority was to attack 
same-sex relationships, 
his views on economic 
views are far to the right 
of the political spectrum. 
The fact that Brison 
would feel comfortable 
taking a prominent role 
in a Liberal government 
says a lot about how far 
the Liberal Party has 
drifted from its progres-
sive roots. 

There may be a leader-
ship race going on in the 
Conservative Party at 
the moment, but the true 
conservative leader in 

Canada has already been 
chosen; his name is Paul 
Martin.

Likewise, Keith Martin 
cited his allegedly pro-
gressive social views as 
an impetus for leaving 
the Conservatives. But, 
he managed to run for 
and serve in the caucus of 
the Reform Party and the 
Canadian Alliance for 
over a decade, differing 
publicly with his party 
only on the question of 
marijuana legalization.

When Martin an-
nounced that he 
wanted to be a Liberal, 
he reiterated his support 
for private health care to 
reporters and said that 
he fully expected Paul 
Martin to be open to his 
views. 

“The exciting thing on 
health care that Paul 
Martin has said is that 
he hasn’t trumped up and 
said he’s going to be wed-
ded to the Canada Health 
Act.” 

NDP health critic Svend 
Robinson has called the 
“two Martins, Keith 
Martin and Paul Martin, 
serious threats” to public 
health care. “What kind 
of message does it send 
out that Prime Minister 
Paul Martin is apparent-
ly prepared to welcome 
into his caucus . . . some-
one who has clearly and 
unabashedly advocated 

private health care?”
Martin (Paul, not Keith) 

is also going out of his 
way to push the last pro-
gressive elements out of 
the Liberal Party and 
remake the party in his 
own image.

His new cabinet is 
marked not only by the 
fierce loyalty that he de-
mands, but by a marked 
rightward tilt. New 
International Trade Min-
ister Jim Peterson, for 
example, has renounced 
the Liberals’ history 
of opposing free trade 
agreements negotiated 
by Brian Mulroney. In 
an interview with the 
National Post, Peterson 
praised Mulroney for ne-
gotiating the agreements 
that once prompted the 
Liberals – including 
Martin and Peterson 
– to engage in a rhetorical 
“fight of their lives.”

“We have one of the 
best stories around,” 
Peterson told the Post. 
“We’re global. Right now, 
there is $100-billion more 
invested by Canadians 
abroad than is invested 
by foreigners in Canada. 
What did it was free 
trade and I credit Brian 

Mulroney with this. He 
deserves the credit of all 
Canadians.” 

This gushing tribute 
to the government that 
Canadians thought 
they were rid of in 1993 
is highly indicative of 
where the Liberal Party 
is today.

It’s no accident that the 
fortunes of the NDP have 
improved of late. As Globe 
and Mail columnist John 
Ibbitson noted this week, 
“There is no getting 
around it: Jack Layton 
needs to be watched.” 

According to Ibbitson, 
“Paul Martin is help-
ing the NDP as much 
as Jack Layton is. The 

prime minister’s brand 
of liberalism has clearly 
alienated the social-re-
form wing of his party. 
Similarly, former Pro-
gressive Conservatives 
may be looking for a new 
home if Stephen Harper 
ends up in control of the 
merged party. Since gen-
uine (as opposed to neo-) 
conservatism and social 
democracy are both com-
munitarian movements, 
Red Tories should feel 
more at home with the 
NDP than with the Liber-
als, now that their own 
party has disappeared 
out from underneath 
them.” 

Even former Mul-
roney speechwriter Ian 
MacDonald has noted 
Martin’s rightward shift, 
saying that it has “creat-
ed an opening big enough 
for Jack Layton to drive a 

Mack truck through.”
Clearly, the NDP is ready 

to open its doors to disaf-
fected Liberals, to Greens 
and even disaffected Red 
Tories. Martin’s attempts 
to make Sheila Copps 
disappear have led her 
to muse aloud about run-
ning for the NDP against 
the Martin candidate, 
and the battle goes far 
beyond the personality 
clash that the media likes 
to emphasize. 

But, the real victory for 
the NDP will not come 
in attracting high pro-
file defectors (if that 
happens). It will come 
with the hundreds of 
thousands of votes that 
will flow from Liberal to 
NDP in the next election 
as Martin continues to 
cater to CEOs and ignore 
the needs of the rest of 
the country. 
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Bring back photo 
radar for the right 
reasons
To the Editor,
When the Conserva-

tives took over in 1995, 
they abolished photo 
radar, one of many in-
novations that the New 
Democrats instituted.

Now the Liberals pro-
pose restoring photo 
radar because it’s a reve-
nue-generator. So what’s 
the problem?

Generating revenue is 
the wrong reason for re-
instating photo radar. To 
solve the revenue prob-
lem the Liberals need 
to break the deal they 
signed with the “devil” 
(the Canadian Taxpay-
ers Federation) not to 
raise tax rates. 

The Liberals should 
adopt NDP policy and 
take back the Con-
servative tax cuts for 

individuals who earn 
above $100,000 and for big 
corporations. The Liber-
als also should abandon 
costly privatization of 
public institutions and 
return Hydro to the pub-
lic – also NDP policies. 
Then the Liberals would 
have the revenues they 
need to foster environ-
mental, economic, and 
social well-being. 

During the Ontario 
election we New Demo-
crats persistently 
challenged the Liber-
als to explain exactly 
how they were going to 
pay for their campaign 
promises. We know from 
federal and provincial 
elections that the “Fib-
erals” always make big 
promises and always fail 
to deliver. The “Fiber-
als” never answered our 
challenge.

However, there are 

at least two excellent 
reasons to restore photo 
radar. First, because 
rates of traffic accidents 
are escalating, police are 
pleading with the public 
to slow down and drive 
more safely. Obviously, 
driving within accept-
able speed limits is the 
socially responsible way 
to behave. Photo radar 
will enhance effective 
law enforcement and 
make our roads safer for 
everyone. 

The second socially re-
sponsible reason is that 
slowing traffic speeds 
with photo radar will 
reduce air pollution, 
smog, and global warm-
ing. The fact is that 
the faster we drive, the 
proportionately greater 
amounts of fossil fuel 
we consume. The more 
fuel consumed, the 
greater the amounts of 
carbon emissions. These 
emissions are the major 
source of air pollutants 
that generate smoggy 
air and that contribute 
to climate change via 
greenhouse gas. The 
more carbons, the more 
respiratory illnesses, es-
pecially for children and 
elders, and global warm-
ing will worsen. 

Clearly, speeding 
worsens environmental 
quality.  The Ontario 
Medical Association has 
estimated that annually 
1,900 Ontarians die pre-
maturely because of air 
pollution. 

Given the increased 
frequency of smog days 
in recent years through-
out Waterloo Region, 
the wisest policy is to 
restore photo radar for 
both environmental 
protection and driving 
safety.

If Calgary in reaction-
ary Alberta has photo 
radar – and it does – so 
should Ontario.

 Richard Walsh-Bowers
Glen Allan
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2003  a banner year for construction in Wellesley Chamber’s most excellent awards                             Centre performs the unusual for fifth year
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It’s never too late to plan ahead

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A recent Supreme Court 
case – a real David and 
Goliath story – has 
the issue of geneti-

cally modified crops back on 
centre stage. While the battle 
pits Saskatchewan farmer 
Percy Schmeiser against agri-
business giant Monsanto Co., at 
stake are larger issues such as 
cross-contamination of regular 
crops and so-called genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs).

The case, heard last week 
in Ottawa, follows two lower 
court rulings that Schmeiser 
was growing soybeans from 
Monsanto’s seeds without pay-
ing a licence fee. Examples of 
the company’s Roundup Ready 
canola – named so because it’s 
resistant to Monsanto’s Round-
up herbicide – were found in 
several of his fields in 1997. Sch-
meiser argues the GMO canola 
was an unwanted, accidental 
contaminant in his fields.

Since the first lawsuit, Sch-
meiser has become something 
of a hero to groups opposed to 
biotechnology in agriculture. 
Monsanto has sued hundreds of 
farmers, but the 73-year-old is 
the first to continue the fight.

That’s what makes the case 
so important, argues Univer-
sity of Guelph’s Ann Clark, 
and associate professor of plant 
agriculture. 

“He’s at the pinnacle of a 
pyramid of farmers who have 

A significant num-
ber of Canadians 
are worried they 
will run out 

of money during their 
retirement; but not only 
that, many have no 
idea how they want to 
spend their time during 
retirement making it 
impossible to plan. How 
can you achieve what 
you can’t picture? A suc-
cessful, happy retirement 
means doing what you 
want to do – and deciding 
what that is, puts you on 
the path to getting there. 

A recent poll showed 62 
per cent of non-retired re-
spondents had some level 
of concern about possibly 
outliving their savings, 
with 30 per cent say-
ing they were “very” or 
“extremely” concerned. 
When it comes to plan-
ning for their retirement, 
29 per cent said they had 
no idea whatsoever how 
they wanted to spend 
their time. 

A few articles ago I 
wrote that the cost of 
meals alone (at $10 per 
meal) would cost a couple 
more than $400,000 
during retirement, so 
whether you’re 30, 40 or 
50, you should see how 
much it would take now to 
earn $400,000 at 60 or 65. 
Obviously if you’re 30, it’s 
going to cost you a lot less 
capital than if you leave it 
until age 50. 

Once people know 
how much it will cost to 
pursue their retirement 
dreams, they can look at 
the state of their finances 
right now and start plan-
ning on how to fill in any 
gaps there might be. If 
that sounds daunting, I 
think it should point out 
that a financial planner 
can be really helpful in 
steering you through that 
process. 

A financial planner can 
do various projections of 
how much you should be 
setting aside each year, 

and can identify what 
your tax savings will 
be. A planner may cost 
you next to nothing to 
employ – depending 
on their individual fee 
structure – but they will 
undoubtedly save you 
tens of thousands, if not 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in tax and unnec-
essary capital saving. The 
younger you are, the less it 
will cost you to retire.

Usually, most people 
start thinking about their 
retirement dreams around 
middle age, or later – that 
just doesn’t cut it anymore. 
Most middle-aged people 
have company-supplied 
pensions, but those are 

becoming scarce. We are 
in an age where everyone 
must look after themselves 
and plan ahead, with their 
own resources, whether 
you make $25,000 a year 
or $100,000 a year. That’s 
why if you plan on travel-
ing when you’re 55 (and 
that’s the best time – when 
you have your health, the 
time and the energy) then 
it’s time to start squirrel-
ing some money away. You 
can spin your wheels for 
a while, but consulting a 
professional will save you 
time and money. 

At age 50 and beyond, it’s 
still not too late. People 
still have time at that 
point to look at what their 

desired retirement age is, 
and put a plan in place. 
However, since time is 
now the deciding factor, 
creative and complicated 
strategies may have to 
be implemented. The 
alternative is to delay re-
tirement.

For younger investors, 
however, they might need 
a little more prodding. 
The distant time horizon 
may be their friend when 
it comes to compound-
ing the returns on their 
investments, but they are 
likely to have competing 
financial concerns — a 
new car, buying a house, 
starting a family. Once 
you throw kids into the 
fray, they gobble up re-
sources like a starving 
raccoon. Speaking from 
firsthand experience, I 
know that you do have to 
juggle everything in the 
air at the same time and 
still put money away for 
yourselves.

In hindsight, many 

people who had already 
retired would have taken 
a different approach to re-
tirement planning. It may 
sound trite to say you can 
learn from your elders, 
but when it comes to re-
tirement lifestyle, they 
are the most accurate 
source. Some 45 per cent 
of people who are retired 
said they would have 
started earlier; 48 per 
cent said “I wish I’d saved 
more” and 31 per cent said 
“I wish I’d sought profes-
sional advice earlier.”

Another advantage of 
using a professional is 
that they carry the les-
sons learned from the 
currently retired clients 
and share them with the 
younger clients. Whether 
the younger clients 
choose to take advantage 
of that priceless knowl-
edge is their choice, but 
the information is there 
for anybody who wants to 
have a successful retire-
ment. 

Are crops getting the drift?
Court case opens door to larger debate on genetically modified foods

and, on the other hand, con-
tained and controlled. How 
far do we go with it? What’s 
inbounds, what’s out of bounds 
in terms of development? Who 
gets control?”

In the meantime, there’s little 
reason for paranoia in the field, 
he argued. Consumers can be 
offered a clear choice through 
labeling, while the industry 
places tight controls on how 
GMOs are farmed and ulti-
mately end up on consumer’s 
tables – more than half of the 10 
million acres of canola in Can-
ada is planted with Monsanto’s 
seeds.

“The agricultural production 
has moved a long way in last 
five years in terms of under-
standing this whole notion of 
traceability and is much more 
ready to cope with doing that 
type of production than we 
were five or 10 years ago,” said 
Martin, adding the spread of 
unwanted plants would be 
monitored, but remains a low 
risk.

Derek Bewley, a botany profes-
sor at the University of Guelph, 
shares his opinion.

“I think the evidence at the 
moment points to a fairly lim-
ited drift, but nevertheless 
some drift will take place,” he 
said. “The amount of spread 
so far doesn’t indicate that it’s 
going to be a major problem, 
that vast acreages are suddenly 
going to become contaminated 
with greater than one or two 
per cent of GM crops.”

all been sued. His case has 
enormous implications for all 
farmers, the most obvious be-
ing those who grow canola,” 
she said. 

Lower courts not only found 
Schmeiser guilty, but essential-
ly ruled that how much of the 
GMO crop was in the field and 
how it got there were basically 
irrelevant, added Clark.

“The key point – and this is 
what is so alarming for other 
farmers – is that the first judge 
said it didn’t matter where it 
came from, and the amount 
didn’t matter. What mattered 
was that it was there – that was 
enough.

“If you stretch this logic far 
enough – if the courts were 
to find in Monsanto’s favour 
– then virtually every farm in 
Western Canada could be sued, 
and they know it, because they 
have Roundup Ready canola 
contamination already.”

In this case, cross pollination 
of GM and non-GM crops pose 
a risk beyond the contamina-
tion of non-GM resources, she 
said, adding contamination is 
a growing problem.

That argument, however, 
doesn’t hold water with local 
seed producer Quentin Martin 
of Winterbourne’s Cribit Seeds.

While contamination is a 
possibility, it’s not a long-term 
threat to any crops. If it does 
happen – an unlikely sce-
nario on any significant scale 
– the unwanted strains can be 
worked out of any given field, 

he said.
“There is a clear ability to 

reestablish purity if that was 
to happen.”

He, too, recognizes the sig-
nificance of the Supreme Court 
case, but said the courts are 
not the proper venue to debate 
the larger issues. As for the 
Schmeiser case, that should 

deal strictly with the licensing 
issues.

“I, for one, am of the opinion 
that Percy knew what he was 
doing from the get-go.

“The more interesting debate 
is the one around where are we 
going to draw the fence as a soci-
ety around how the technology 
is, on the one hand, explored 

STEVE KANNON

Construction took off in Wellesley last year, topping 2002 levels by 13 
permits and $28,000 in fees collected by the Township. In 2003, there 
were 271 permits issued, with a construction value of $23 million. Fifty-
five new houses were built, up from 46 the year before.

The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce business excel-
lence awards, to be presented Feb. 26, has 90 nominees in eight categories 
this year. Among them are Milo Shantz (community leader and Best West-
ern St. Jacobs Country Inn (small business leader). 

Kitchener’s Centre in the Square this week reported an operating surplus 
for the fifth consecutive year, posting $154,000 in 2003. Since 1999, the 
centre as returned almost $400,000 to city coffers, a rarity among such 
venues, which often require municipal assistance to keep afloat.

SEED FOR THOUGHT Cribit Seed’s Quentin Martin and a handful of canola, the 
centre of a GMO controversy at Canada’s Supreme Court.
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Memorabilia auction to support Applejacks King lands two goals at all-star game Most games played as a King
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
came away from last 
weekend with three 
points in the playoff 

race; one for holding on for a 
4-3 overtime loss in Stratford 
Jan. 23 and two for defeating 
Guelph 6-3 Jan. 25.

“It’s the first time we’ve got a 
point in there in two years. We 
were pleased with that,” coach 
John East said of the Stratford 
road game. “We were down 
3-1 in the third period and we 
battled back.”

Stratford is dominating the 
Junior ‘B’ with 74 points, 14 
more than it’s nearest com-
petitor, Kitchener. Elmira is 
ranked sixth with 44 points. 
Cambridge, Waterloo and 
Owen Sound rank third 
through fifth, with 54, 48 and 
46 points respectively.

During Sunday’s home game, 
it was Guelph that jumped on 
the scoreboard first, taking a 
two-goal lead before the Kings 
started to build momentum.

“I thought we controlled the 
play of the entire game. I don’t 
think we deserved to be down 
two goals, but we made two 
careless mistakes and they 
ended up in our net. But we 
fought back and got the lead 

Dominators downed 6-3 in Elmira
“We thought they’d be coming out harder,” says East

in the first period,” East said 
after the game. “We thought 
they’d be coming out harder. 
We embarrassed them the last 
time they were in here and 

they’re fighting for a playoff 
spot.”

The Dominators – beat 11-2 on 
their last trip to Elmira – are 
in seventh place with 34 points. 

Only the top eight teams will 
make it to the playoffs.

Guelph found the twine at 
9:25 and 6:17 in the opening 
period last Sunday, with goals 

from Todd Cooper and Andy 
Hyvarninen. Both came after 
the scorers were allowed to 
stand in the crease and take 
shot after shot until they 
scored.

But three quick goals as the 
clock ticked down put the 
advantage in Elmira’s hands, 
ending the period up 3-2.

With 3:23 remaining, Justin 
Piquette tipped in a blue line 
slap from Ken Dunn to open up 
the scoring. Travis Martin also 
marked an assist. Just over a 
minute later, Ryan Benesch put 
the power play to work and even 
things out at two apiece.

Benesch grabbed a rebound 
off a Jeremy Machin shot and 
flipped it over Guelph’s Victor 
Ranieri. Adam Love picked up 
an assist on the goal.

Adam McHenry also put one 
in high over Ranieri with 1:41 
left in the first period. Perched 
in the crease, McHenry caught 
a pass from Machin and 
wristed the rubber over the 
goaltender’s shoulder to find 
the twine. Tyler Johnson also 
marked an assist.

“We felt we started the game 
well. We had a lapse there in 
the first period and Elmira 
came out in the second period 
a lot more energized and we 
couldn’t match that. From then 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a top-four fin-
ish for the Woolwich 
Major Bantam hock-

ey team last weekend as 
they took part in the In-
ternational Silver Stick 
competition in Port 
Huron, Michigan. The 
local lads skated into 
the semifinals, where 

Major Bantams see semifinals at international tourney
Wildcats ousted 2-1 by Woodstock at Silver Stick

they tasted defeat at the 
hands of the Woodstock 
Jr. Navy Vets.

“It was a great 
weekend. It’s always 
disappointing when you 
don’t win, but when you 
play well, you can live 
with it. I don’t think we 
could have played bet-
ter,” coach Rick Moser 
told the Observer.

“When they were sit-

ting in the dressing 
room they were pretty 
upset, but they’re going 
to look back at this in a 
week or so and say ‘hey, 
we were in the top four 
of that tournament.’”

Woodstock went on to 
down the Cobourg Cou-
gars 3-2 in the finals.

The Wildcats kicked off 
the tournament – which 
featured regional Sliver 

Stick winners from the 
United States and Can-
ada – with a frustrating 
loss to the Chicago 
Blues. The Blues won 2-1 
Jan. 22.

“We dominated most of 
the game, but the offside 
rule really screwed us 
up. When you’re offside, 
they always send the 
face-off back to your 
zone,” Moser said, refer-

ring to the difference 
between Canadian and 
American hockey rules. 
Under Canadian rules, 
players are allowed 
to regroup if offside, 
whereas the call is in-
stantly made south of 
the border.

“They used that two-
line pass really well. 
It’s too bad we wouldn’t 
have played a Canadian 

team first, so we could 
get used to that rule.

“That’s a team that we 
would play nine times 
out of 10 and beat. It was 
a fluke that they beat 
us.”

Shots on goal for the 
game saw Woolwich test 
the Chicago netminder 
28 times, compared to 12 
shots against.

 See KINGS page 13

 See TOP-FOUR page 11

RICHARD VIVIAN

A slate of autographed pictures and other hockey memorabilia will hit the 
auction block next Sunday (Feb. 8) in support of the Wellesley Applejacks. 
The auction – which includes the signatures of several NHL favourites -  runs 
between noon and 7 p.m. at Edelweiss Sports Bar and Grill in Kitchener. 

A pair of goals at last week’s Mid-Western Junior ‘B’ all-star game came 
from the stick of Elmira Sugar King centre Ryan Benesch. Benesch played 
along side fellow Kings Adam McHenry and Adam Love. Jeremy Machin 
played for the opposing team. The game ended in a 5-5 tie.

Sugar Kings captain Ken Dunn was set to eclipse the previous record 
for most regular season games played with the Kings last night (Jan. 30) 
in Owen Sound. That game marked Dunn’s 195th game, surpassing Terry 
Hoelscher’s pervious record.

YOU WON’T GET PAST ME  Elmira defencemen work to keep the Guelph Dominators from getting a second whack at the 
puck on a rebound after netminder Dalton Stoltz blocked the first shot. The newly acquired goaltender helped pace the Kings 
to a 6-3 win Jan. 25.
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA
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Many people don’t 
realize that 
winter activity 

is critical to the success 
and well-being of an 
outdoorsmen. The colder 
months and the wonder-
ful exercise provided by 
ice and snow keep us in 
the prime physical condi-
tion. 

Take snowshoeing, for 
instance. It provides a 
uniquely Canadian mode 
of winter travel and a 
glorious opportunity to 
walk with our legs much 
farther apart than the 
Good Lord intended. 
And while this might not 
seem important, it’s actu-
ally critical to anyone 
planning on launching 
a boat from a slippery 
dock in spring. Without 
the limbering up and 
joint dislocation training 
that proper snowshoeing 
provides, the inevitable 
splits that occur during 
any textbook boat launch 
might be even more pain-
ful than they initially 
appear.

I was explaining this 
to my wife shortly after 
she witnessed me uti-
lize my snowshoes to 
straddle a razor-backed, 
ice-encrusted snow bank 
of a height slightly higher 
than my meager inseam. 
Not knowing much 
about snowshoeing, she 
mistook the accompany-
ing wolf howl imitations 
for girlish screams of 
unbearable pain and ut-
ter agony. At least, that’s 
how she described them 
to the paramedics. 

Later, when I regained 
limited mobility and an 

acceptably lower pitch 
in my voice, I took the 
time to educate her 
about the miraculous ef-
fects of winter exercise. 
Of course, I had to cut 
my lecture short, as the 
driveway needed shovel-
ing and I didn’t think it 
would be very consider-
ate to keep her from it. 

This just goes to show 
that when it comes to 
fitness, every little bit 
counts. And for the 
outdoorsman, little bit, 
is the operative words. 
Despite what fitness 
experts insist, exercises 
need not be strenuous or 
even physically demand-
ing to be effective. Even 
something as mundane 
as shivering in an ice 
fishing hut provides 
much needed practice if 
we are to keep our buck 
fever techniques up to 
snuff. Let’s face it, if it’s 
not effortless in practice, 
how are you ever going to 
do it properly when that 
big deer is standing right 
in front of you?

Bringing ashore a fro-
zen-in ice hut, though 
seemingly pointless, pre-
pares you for the futility 
that accompanies the act 
of a moose being killed by 
an unthinking member 
of your hunt camp. 

Similarly, though get-
ting dressed in winter 
garb isn’t all that strenu-
ous a proposition, getting 
undressed in a hurry af-

ter the third bowl of chili 
has kicked in can utilize 
pretty well every muscle 
known to man, and some 
that shouldn’t be, espe-
cially if some malicious 
party has stapled shut 
the trap door in your 
long johns. That, by the 
way, will teach you to 
shoot a moose when I’m 
around.

But, it goes without 
saying, that no exercise 
is effective unless you 
do it regularly. That’s 
why one of my favorite 
winter exercises involves 
laying perfectly still on 
the couch. There’s noth-
ing comparable that will 
ready you for lying in a 
goose pit come autumn. 
Sure, it takes discipline 
to perfect the technique, 
but if you want to be a 
better goose hunter, (and 
who doesn’t?)  I’d advise 
you to practice this sev-
eral hours each day. A 
nice down-filled pillow 
beneath your head will 
help you stay focused.

Don’t be surprised, how-
ever, if your wife makes 
some snide remark about 
your apparent inertia. 
My wife did, but I was big 
enough to forgive her. Af-
ter all, she doesn’t know 
much about goose hunt-
ing or outdoors fitness 
even. Besides, I suspect 
that she wasn’t thinking 
too clearly after split-
ting that second cord of 
firewood.

But the players re-
bounded over the next 
couple days, when they 
handed the Town of 
New Tecumseth a 3-1 
loss and downed Oxford 
5-1.

“This was some re-
venge. They won our 
tournament for Ban-
tam ‘A,’” Moser said 
of Oxford. “We played 
them the first game of 
that tournament and 
tied them 3-3. We didn’t 
play well that Woolwich 
Weekend. 

“We dominated them 
[during the Silver 
Stick]. We got a goal 
early and led 2-0 after 
the first period. As soon 
as they scored, we came 
back again.”

Riding high from a pair 
of decisive wins, the 
Wildcats had the steam 
somewhat taken from 
their sails when a goal 
in the opening minutes 
of the semifinal round 
against Woodstock was 

Top-four finish a big 
gain for team: coach

called back.
“The referee pointed 

that it was in, the goal 
judge said it wasn’t. 
Had we been up 2-0, our 
team plays well with a 
lead. When we’ve had a 
two-goal lead we have 
not surrendered it this 
year at all. It would 
have been a totally dif-
ferent game,” the coach 
explained.

Despite the call back, 
Woolwich finished first 
period tied 1-1, but 
Woodstock found the 
goal they needed to take 
the game in the final 
few minutes of the third 
period.

“It’s great. That’s 
a good hockey team 
… a good bunch of 
kids,” Woolwich Minor 
Hockey president Rob 
Smyth said of their 
performance. “Look 
out Tri-County because 
we have some fired up 
kids ready to go for that 
championship.”

The Major Ban-

tams, who earned 
an invitation to the 
International Silver 
Stick after winning a 
regional competition 
in Brantford Dec. 30, 
were eliminated from 
the Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association 
playoffs before they left 
for Michigan; the team 
will continue to play 
in the Tri-County play-
offs, which will crown a 
league champion.

The team’s top scorer 
in the tournament 
was Jeff Dumart, who 
landed three goals. 
Brandon Rilling and 
Ryan Pfisterer hit the 
twine twice each and 
marked an assist. Mat-
thew Horst, Michael 
Dunn and Kevin Young 
made the scoreboard as 
well.

Assisting were Jona-
than MacIntyre (2), 
Young (2), Brendan 
Cosgrove (2), Mitchell 
Gelfand, Steven Bau-
man and Brent Oliver.

Continued from page 10
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

FRESH FROM THE GROVE
INDIAN RIVER, FLORIDA

20LB BOX
SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES

20LB BOX
RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT

$18.00$18.00
PER BOX

TRUCKLOAD SALE
ELMIRA

WED. FEBRUARY 4,  10AM-2PM
AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

(Honeybells available)

OR
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In preparation of the 
approaching playoffs, 
the Elmira Sugar 

Kings have added some 
additional experience 
to the bench. The Kings 
signed forward Tyler 
Johnson and goaltender 
Dalton Stoltz before the 
Jan. 22 signing deadline.

Both players join the 
Kings with several years 
experience in Junior ‘B’ 
play. Stoltz started the 
season with the Bra-
malea Blues Jr. in the 

Experience added to the bench
Kings add goaltender, sniper at signing deadline

Junior ‘A’ division, while 
Johnson returned from 
attending university in 
Wisconsin.

“He’s going to be the 
glue that keeps us to-
gether now,” coach John 
East said of Stoltz. “The 
evidence was Friday 
night – he was unbeliev-
able. It just gave the guys 
a whole new level of con-
fidence. When we make 
a mistake, he’s coming 
up with the big saves. He 
made some absolutely as-
tounding saves on Friday 
night.

“You need good goalten-

ding when you go into the 
playoffs. That can carry 
you a long way.”

The Kings fell 4-3 in 
overtime to the Strat-
ford Cullitons Jan. 23, 
Stoltz’s first game with 
the team. Stratford has a 
commanding lead in the 
league standings, hold-
ing the number-one spot 
with 74 points. Elmira 
is in sixth place with 44 
points.

“He was fantastic for us. 
It really gave the guys a 
lift and it showed we can 
play with them,” East 
said of the game.

“I can’t express how 
much fun I’m having al-
ready. I’ve always liked 
and respected the Sugar 
Kings organization and 
it just worked out. I’m 
really happy to be a part 
of it,” Stoltz told the Ob-
server. “This is probably 
one of the most positive 
experiences already and 
it hasn’t even been a 
week. I just can’t wait 
for the playoffs to get 
started.”

A former Listowel Cy-
clone – he played with 
them for three years 
before being traded to 
Bramalea in the offsea-
son – Stoltz will head the 
Kings’ goaltending effort, 
supported by Erol Kahra-
man and Blake Scherer.

The Kings also added 
goal-scoring power with 
Johnson, who played 
under East in Cambridge 
last year before he left to 
attend university in Wis-
consin.

“I decided it wasn’t for 
me and I moved back to 
Ontario. I really wanted 
to play with my buddy 
Mach,” Johnson said, re-
ferring to the Kings’ top 
point earner Jeremy 

TYLER JOHNSON DALTON STOLTZ

Machin. The two players 
grew up together in Elora 
and played together 
throughout their minor 
hockey years.

“I expect those two 
guys, once they get com-
fortable with each other 

and get a few games un-
der their belt, they’ll be 
a real strong force in the 
playoffs,” East said, not-
ing Machin and Johnson 
are linemates.

“He’s going to be a guy 
we’re going to count heav-

ily on in the playoffs. He 
was a top-10 scorer in the 
league last year. His lead-
ership qualities will be 
counted for on the ice.”

Johnson first joined the 
team Jan. 2 when they 
travelled to Listowel. But 
he suffered a knee injury 
during the game and was 
sidelined until the Jan. 23 
Stratford game, where he 
scored a goal and added 
an assist. He also added 
two assists last Sunday, 
when the Kings downed 
Guelph 6-3.

“He’s a real strong, 
physical guy. He’s a qual-
ity player. He’ll have no 
trouble fitting in with the 
team. His experience in 
the league is going to pay 
off, the same thing with 
Dalton,” East added.

GOLD FINISH IN HOWICK

GOOD TO ‘B’ GOLD  The Bantam LL Team Two Woolwich Wildcats finished at the top of the ‘B’ class finals during a tournament hosted 
in Howick Jan. 10. The local lads fell 4-3 in their first game against Walkerton, putting them into the ‘B’ class. They downed Lucknow 4-3 
and Listowel 3-1 to finish first in their class and third overall. Row one (left to right): Kyle Martin, Aaron Tittle, Jesse Reimer-Watts, Craig 
Ritchie. Row two: Matt Gardiner, Scott Connolly, Scott Snyder, Brian Martin. Row three: Andrew Karley, Blake Boucher, Scott Stevens, 
Tyler Morris, Jeff Swartzentruber, Jordan Karley. Row four: David Ritchie (coach), J. Stevens. K. Karley, T. Snyder.

JOINING THE TEAM  Newly signed netminder Dalton Stoltz stands ready for an attack by the Guelph 
Dominators last Sunday at the Elmira Arena. He’s the team’s new number-one goaltender. RICHARD VIVIAN
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
JUVENILE
JAN. 23
Woolwich 4 Twin Centre 2
Goals: Eric Hepburn (2), Ryan 
Dowler, Steve Richtaritsch
Assists: Jon Webb, Steve 
Richtaritsch, Ryan Dowler

NOVICE 
JAN. 25
Woolwich 2 Dundas 0
Goals: Eric VanGerwen, Adam 
Brubacher
Assists: Jordan King, Kyle 
Bauman, Eric VanGerwen

PEEWEE AE
JAN. 24
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 2
Goals: Josh Wade
Assists: Dylan Price
JAN. 25
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 5
Goals: Tyler Schwartzentruber
Assists: Josh Wade

PEEWEE MINOR
JAN. 24
Woolwich 1 Caledon 5
Goals: Luke Reinhart
Assists: Jordon Mills, Kyle 
Uttley

BANTAM AE
JAN. 24
Woolwich 12 Hespeler 0
Goals: Shane McTavish (4), Tyler 
Scott (2), Cory Martin (2), Brad 
Shantz (2), Andrew Schill, Trevor 

Thompson
Assists: Cory Martin (5), Andrew 
Schill (3), David Trimble (3), Brad 
Shantz (3), Adam Moore, Kellen 
Bolger, Braden Friesen, Tyler Scott, 
Max Schneider, Mark Paisley, 
Corey Martin

MIDGET AA
JAN. 21
Woolwich 4 Flamborough 1
Goals: Justin Clark, Mike Floto, 
Brock Zinken, Tyler Brenner
Assists: Adam Thoman, Peter 
Schmidt, Dan Rhame, Shawn 
Dunn, Brock Zinken, Tyler Brenner
JAN. 24
Woolwich 5 Flamborough 2
Goals: Tyler Brenner (3), Patrick 
Shantz, Brock Zinken
Assists: Mike Floto (3), Brock 
Zinken (3), Tyler Brenner, Scott 
Shantz

TWIN CENTRE MINOR 
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
JAN. 25
Twin Centre 1 Cambridge 4
Goals: Amanda Rose

ATOM
JAN. 19
Twin Centre Red 4 Twin Centre 
White 1
Red Goals: Shannon D’Arcy 
(2), Leanne Howorth, Madison 
Holman
White Goals: Tori Freeman
Red Assists: Amber Shewfelt, 
Jessica Finney, Shannon D’Arcy

White Assists: Hannah Snider

PEEWEE C
JAN. 24
Twin Centre 5 Cambridge 1
Goals: Kailey Esbaugh (2), Tessa 
Brenner, Courtney Bisch, Melissa 
Kaleta
Assists: Hannah Boehm, Tessa 
Brenner, Melanie Freeman, Sarah 
VanAllen

BANTAM
JAN. 20
Twin Centre 5 Waterloo Two 1
Goals: Alaina Groen (2), Sarah 
Runstedler, Emma Greer, Sharlyn 
Denstedt
Assists: Holly Steinman (2), Emma 
Greer, Tricia Schwartzentruber, 
Lauren Howorth
JAN. 25
Twin Centre 3 Waterloo Three 0
Goals: Sarah Runstedler, Kirstie 
Taves, Emma Greer
Assists: Alaina Groen (2), 
Emma Greer, Kirstie Taves, Toni 
DiBenedetto

MIDGET
JAN. 14
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener 1
Goals: Elyse Haid, Rachel Jantzi
Assists: Rachel Jantzi, Holly 
Ogram, Elyse Haid, Carrie Witt
JAN. 18
Twin Centre 3 Waterloo One 1
Goals: Elyse Haid (2), Kaytlin 
Uberig
Assists: Katelyn Bearinger, 
Holly Ogram, Rachel Jantzi, Beth 

Brubacher, Toni DiBenedetto
JAN. 21
Twin Centre 4 Kitchener 0
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig (2), Rachel 
Jantzi, Jill McTavish
Assists: Holly Ogram (2), Jill 
McTavish, Kaytlin Uberig, Katelyn 
Bearinger, Rachel Jantzi

WOOLWICH MINOR 
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
JAN. 24
Woolwich 11 Kitchener 0
Goals: Sarah Church (4), 
Meghan Hovey (3), Melanie 
Schwartzentruber, Emma 
Davidson, Jocelyn Lubert, Carly 
Horst
Assists: Jocelyn Lubert (3), Emma 
Davidson (2), Carly Horst (2), 
Shoena Hinsperger (2), Melanie 
Schwartzentruber, Sarah Church

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
JAN. 25
Woolwich 3 Kitchener 5
Goals: Steph Thomas, Amanda 
Poole, Caroline Strenzke
Assists: Amber Truax (2), 
Michelle Lee

NOVICE
JAN. 25
Woolwich 3 Waterloo Three 2
Goals: Emily Strenzke, Jasmin 
Fritz, Heather Bauman
Assists: Katharine Hoffman, 
Stacey Hughes, Lea Olsthoorn
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on in, they took control 
of the game,” explained 
Guelph coach Regan 
Stocco.

“It was a four-point 
game; either we become 
six points from Elmira or 
10 – now we’re at 10.”

The Kings dominated 
play throughout the sec-
ond period, putting 17 
shots on Ramieri. Elmira 
netminder Dalton Stoltz 
turned away all five shots 
that he saw.

The sole goal of the 
frame came with 6:45 
remaining, when Machin 
– from Benesch and Ben 
Ritzma – caught a bounce 
of the goaltender’s pads 
and slipped it behind 
him.

Continued from page 10

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks managed to 
brush off a hard-

fought 4-3 loss Jan. 23, 
taking 2-1 and 11-0 victo-
ries over the weekend. 

While three days of ac-
tion started off with a 4-3 
loss to St. George, it gave 
the players motivation 
for their trips to Langton 
– where they played back-
to-back games to make 
up for an earlier can-
celled match – and some 
insight into the playoffs, 
suggested Coach Chip 
Seiling.

“We were pretty disap-
pointed Friday night 
after the loss. Chalk it 
up to experience, we’ll be 
seeing them in the play-
offs and we know what 
we’re up against,” Seil-
ing told the Observer.

“It was very tight, a 
good hockey game. We 
made a couple mistakes 

Jacks rebound from loss to take two wins
Defeated by St. George, team focuses to take Langton twice

in our end and that cost 
us. We didn’t play a full 
60 minutes and it costs us 
every night we do that. I 
think the guys know that 
now.

“We worked hard in the 
last half of the game, but 
it wasn’t enough.”

Scoring for the Jacks 
were Dave Munroe, who 
landed two, and Bryan 
Veitch. Assists were 
marked by Blake Voisin 
(2), Reed McCall-Stroh, 
Tyler Redman and Geoff 
Gaudet.

St. George holds second 
place in the Junior De-
velopment league’s Bauer 
division with 38 points. 
They lead the third-place 
Jacks by seven points and 
trail the division leader, 
Tavistock, by 15 points.

Saturday saw the Jacks 
hand the Langton Thun-
der Birds a 2-1 loss. Shane 
Cicchine and Brad For-
syth hit the twine, while 
Voisin, Veitch, Gaudet 
and Pat Kroph pitched in 

with assists.
Heading back to 

Langton – home of the 
McConnell Conference’s 
lowest ranked team, with 
17 points – the next day 
helped the Jacks prepared 
for the overwhelming 11-0 
win they claimed, the 
coach suggested. 

“All they thought about 
was the next game from 
the time we left the 
arena to the time we 
got home. Then we were 
back on the bus again, 
the next thing you 
know, on our way back 
up there,” Seiling said. 
“I think they were men-
tally prepared. They 
didn’t have a whole lot of 
time in between to lose 
focus.”

The Sunday blowout 
saw Shawn Hannemann 
and Darryl Randall 
land two goals each. A 
goal apiece came from 
Voisin, Munroe, For-
syth, Nathan Steffler, 
Kroph, Jeff Litt and Cic-

chine.
“We got on them early. 

We got four in the first 
period … two in the first 
five or six minutes. Then 
we just stayed on them, 
which we haven’t done 
all year; we’d get up and 
then we’d back off,” Seil-

ing noted. “We stayed 
on them for the whole 60 
minutes, which was good 
to see.

“On Sunday they used 
the stuff we’ve been 
working on and realized 
‘hey, if we stick together 
and play like this we’ll be 

alright,’” he added. “A lot 
of the time we get caught 
playing individually and 
that costs us.”

Jacks action returns to 
the Wellesley Arena to-
night (Jan. 31) when the 
Jacks take on Ayr. The 
puck drops at 7:30 p.m.

Kings pick up 3 of 4 points
Third period action saw 

the Kings add two more 
goals to the scoreboard 
before Guelph rallied to 
land one of its own.

Benesch made his sec-
ond goal of the night 6:18 
into the period, assisted 
by Johnson and Machin.

Following up with 7:35 
remaining, Love added a 
goal to his assist by send-
ing one high on the glove 
side. Assisting were An-
drew Coburn and Gary 
Martin.

Down by four heading 
into the final five min-
utes, Guelph picked it up 
a notch and kept play in 
the Elmira end. Their 
persistence paid off with 
3:08 on the clock, when 
Kelsey Blinkhorn caught 

rebound after rebound 
and eventually put one 
high over Stoltz.

Continued pressure in 
the Elmira end failed to 
materialize in further 
goals, but kept the Kings 
from clawing that one 
back.

The Kings return to the 
Elmira Arena tomorrow 
(Feb. 1) for a 2:30 p.m. 
game against the Brant-
ford Golden Eagles.

RICHARD VIVIAN

PUCK CONTROL  The Kings dominated puck control for much of 
last Sunday’s game against Guelph. Here, Blake Martin prepares for a 
faceoff in the Dominator’s end.
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Sap fest production seeks thespians Wax on, wax off Locals and locales on the big screen
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Using a staple of child-
hood – Mozart’s 
“Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star” – Willem 

Moolenbeek mixes music with 
a delightful story to give kids 
an educational introduction to 
music and musicianship. How 
Alfie Lost His Twinkle rolls out 
today (Jan. 31) at the Church 
Theatre in St. Jacobs.

Part of the Pint Size Theatre 
series, Alfie tells the story of 
a star – Alpha Centauri, thus 
Alfie – whose view of the Earth 
becomes obscured such that 
people here can no longer see 
him, and the others, twin-
kling in the night sky. Playing 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s the 1960s, the lovin’ 
may be free but it 
ain’t always easy, as 

we find out in the Elora 
Community Theatre’s 
production of Cactus 
Flower.

Julian Winston, a swing-
ing bachelor dentist, has a 
surefire gimmick to keep 
himself single; he simply 

Love is a many prickled thing in Elora pruduction
ECT’s Cactus Flower a comedic look at love’s foibles

tells his many girlfriends 
that he is married and 
has three children. But 
it backfires when he falls 
in love, setting him – and 
the audience – up for some 
comic foibles.

Beginning a six-perfor-
mance run Feb. 13, the 
ECT production aims 
squarely at the season of 
love (and greeting cards 
and roses and chocolates) 
that is Valentine’s Day.

Although love is the 
theme, it takes a rocky 
road and many comedic 
turns as our dentist 
(played by Glen Ceren-
zia) discovers he is 
actually in love with one 
of his young lady friends, 
Toni (Athena Guy). He 
wants to marry her, 
but must first divorce 
the fictitious wife. His 
devoted secretary Miss 
Dickinson (Lisa Myers) 

takes on the challenge 
of portraying said wife, 
but Toni unknowingly 
escalates the situation 
by becoming more and 
more involved in “Mrs. 
Winston’s” affairs. Dr. 
Winston becomes inex-
tricably tangled in his 
web of lies and soon calls 
upon his out-of-work ac-
tor friend for additional 
help, someone who also 
happens to be Toni’s bo-

hemian neighbor and an 
eccentric patient of his.

The road to love, as 
you can see, has many 
pitfalls. Happily, you get 
to watch while somebody 
else sweats it out.

Penned by Abe Bur-
rows, Cactus Flower hit 
Broadway in 1965 and 
was adapted into a movie 
of the same name in 1969 
– Goldie Hawn picked 
up a Best Supporting 

Actress Oscar for her 
performance alongside 
Walther Mathau and In-
grid Bergman.

The Elora Community 
Theatre production of 
Cactus Flower runs Feb. 
13-15 and Feb. 19-21 – all 
shows at 8 p.m., expect 
Feb. 15, a 2 p.m. matinee 
– at the Fergus Grand 
Theatre, 244 St. Andrew 
St. W., call 787-1981. Tick-
ets are $13.

Star twinkles
in St. Jacobs

How Alfie Lost His Twinkle a hands-on musical experience
“Twinkle, Twinkle” with vari-
ous tempos and inflections, 
Moolenbeek gives emotion 
to Alfie and his Earth-bound 
friends.

“People can see the stars and 
the stars can see the people. 
Alfie’s twinkle becomes dim-
mer as the sky is obscured,” 
Moolenbeek explains, “and he 
reacts, going through a range 
of emotions.”

Aimed primarily at kids 5 to 
8 years of age, the performance 
is very much an interactive 
one, with the kids encouraged 
to take to the stage and pick up 
an instrument. Alfie is an off-
shoot of the local saxophonist’s 
workshops for gradeschoolers 
– he’s performed at some 200 
such in-class events in schools 

over the past year and a half.
“This is a lot more theatrical 

than the classroom presenta-
tions. This is not just about 
sitting and listening – it’s 
certainly a lot of fun and a 
learning experience, one way 
or another,” he says, adding 
that even adults have been 
known to walk away with a few 
new insights into music.

The St. Jacobs performance 
kicks off a few months of 
intense classroom work for 
Moolenbeek, who is coming off 
a series of “serious” recitals at 
universities. 

As an educational experience, 
Alfie also has an environmen-
tal message – the perils of 
pollution that blocks out the 
sky – and offers up a solution. 

But, does Alfie get his twinkle 
back? That’s a surprise, he 
says with a laugh.

How Alfie Lost His Twinkle 
runs for two performances (11 

a.m. and 2 p.m.) Jan. 31 at the 
Church Theatre in St. Jacobs. 
Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 
for kids under 13; call 664-
1134.

Elmira’s Maple Syrup Festival is not just about tasty treats, it’s also about 
the acting bug. Organizers of the annual show, this year it’s The Wizard 
of the Woods, are holding auditions (ages 14-25) Feb. 2 and 4 at 7 p.m. at 
the ETC warehouse, 64 Howard Ave. Call 669-0148.

Local artist Sheila MacDonald-Roberts will teach a class in Encaustic Paint-
ing Techniques Feb. 7 (9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) at the Waterloo Community 
Arts Centre. Participants will learn how to incorporate melted wax into 
paintings. This is an introductory workshop. Call 886-4577.

Looking for some familiar faces on the big screen? The Elora Gorge Cin-
ema presents two short films by Sterling Johnston – Swim Zack Swim and 
Clear Cut – shot in various locales around the area and featuring a cast of 
locals. Show times are Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 at 4 p.m. Call 846-0191.

IN A TWINKLE Willem Moolenbeek gives Alfie some emotion today in St. Jacobs.
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

A S A P D R E A M S A M O R T
C O D A E A G L E T G E N O A
T R A N S F I G U R E O C T A L
S T R I K E S L I R E H A C K

C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y
A L E S R I L I O N
B I L L I E C B S S T I N G S
D E M O N S T R A T E S O O T
U N I O N W O T A N A T T A R
C E E S O B I T E R D I C T A
T E R E S A E K E E S C H E W

C A L M L I T Y E S
S T R A W B E R R Y M A R K
T H E N A N O A P I C A D O R
R E I N S S U L F O N A M I D E
A R G O T A T E A S E E D E N
P E N N Y L E S T E R S O S O
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HELP WANTED

Agricultural Sprayer Op-
erator wanted for local 
crop input supplier. Expe-
rience on equipment and 
pesticide licence would 
be definite asset. Please 
forward resume by fax to: 
578-5168.

WORK WANTED

Mennonite Woman will-
ing to clean your home, 
office etc. Call 669-5430 
for more  information.

UNDER $50

Bed, Toddler. White, with 
mattress. Great condition. 
$35. Call 664-2358.
Child’s Chrome high-
chair. Excellent condition. 
$40. 669-8876.
Pet degus (similar to ger-
bils). Home raised, very 
friendly. 6 weeks old - $5. 
Phone 669-3771.
Free classifieds for  For 
Sale items under $50.
Hewlett Packard, Scanjet 
4300C scanner, $50, hardly 
used. Call 669-0165.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Problems in Physics, 
Math or Chemistry? Only 
$15 an hour. Call Heidi at 
669-4287.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Child Care Required in 
our home 5 times a month. 
Starting the end of Jan. 
Send references to “Al-
lison”, General Delivery, 
Elmira, ON, N3B 2N1.

FOR SALE

1897 Arctic Cat Panther 
0650 $700.00. 1982 Ski 
Doo 450 $600.00. Both 
good shape. Must see! 
Call Bob 669-8316.
Arctic Kiddy Cat, 1997, 
mint condition. Low hours, 
beautiful machine for kids. 
Collectors item. $1000 firm. 
Original price $2500. 744-
5058, evenings.
Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. 
(519) 648-2111

Saturday, January 31 , 9:30 a.m. Public Auction for 
Waterloo Regional Police, Various Municipalities 
and others to be held at Breslau Airport Rd Auction 
Complex. 5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., • Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west 
of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; 
Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; 
Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; 
Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; 
Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister 
Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus Many Other 
Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 

FOR SALE

Link Charms for Valen-
tine’s at Bosman Home 
Front in Teviotdale, $4.99 
each. Also see our potting 
shed and spa enclosure.  
www.bosman.ca 877-343-
3456.

Retail Store Shelves, 
sales counter, cash regis-
ter, display racks. Call 669-
5634 after 6 p.m.

Sofa Sectional - has two 
recliners and pull out bed. 
Dark green. Asking $450. 
Call 669-2870.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 RAM 1500 ST - 
One owner, low kms, V8, 
tilt & cruise, HD cooling, 
new tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

1999 Concorde LX , 1 
owner, 6 passenger, low, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
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ACROSS 
1. Put your foot down
6. Silk fabric with 
wavy surface pattern
12. Windshields in 
winter
16. Star Wars creator
17. Every 12 months
18. Thin strip of  wood 
or metal
19. Develop too many 
industries
22. Large, open ves-
sels
23. In the affirmative
24. Smooths wood
25. A Hebrew judge
26. Contagious viral 
disease
27. Famous Asian vio-
lin player (last name)
30. Any organic com-
pound containing di-
valent radical CON-
HCO
31. Nucleus of  a plant 
of  animal cell
35. Annual abbrevi-
ation
36. Northern perenni-
al with purplish-white 
flowers
37. Reference
40. Strong and sharp 
smelling
43. Suspician
44. Chinese distance 
(plr)
46. Black & white 
short-necked web-
footed diving bird of  
northern seas

47. An outstanding 
item
51. Conclusion
52. You roll these to 
generate random num-
bers
53. International 
Trade Organization 
(Accro)
54. Chances
55. Bodies of  salt wa-
ter partially enclosed
57. Mink for the neck
59. Latin for 'foot'
60. Fungal disease in 
certain varieties of  
trees
66. Tree-bound ven-
omous African snake
68. Earlier in time 
than
69. Possessive form 
of  "it"
70. A luxurious resort 
with bathing facility
71. Solid outdoor wa-
ter
73. New Zealdn parrot
74. Trudge heavily/
wearily
75. Outdated UK fee-
paying school (3wrds)
80. Someone who is 
very particular
81. A flow of  molten 
lava
82. Plentiful
83. Lowest part of  a 
framework
84. Feeling more like 
home
85. Second person sin-

gular of  "do"
DOWN 
1. A coarse obnoxious 
person
2. British protectorate 
comprising nine coral 
islands
3. Derived of  vinegar
4. Rover locale
5. Unit of  pressure
6. Invented
7. A responsibility, task 
or burden
8. Opposite of  outs
9. Getting stuck in...
10. To listen with
11. Turntable mat
12. Followers of  Mo-
hammed
13. Physicians not en-
gaged in laboratory 
studies
14. Make easier to bear
15. One Cubic metre of  
stacked timber
20. Stockings
21. Rare past tense of  
alight
26. Manage without 
help
27. Port city in south-
eastern France
28. Cobra used as sym-
bol of  power
29. His dad is Martin 
Sheen
32. Concerning those 
not of  the clergy
33. Set lower
34. Tropical cuckoo
38. Push into or under
39. With great effort

40. Fiction movie/
tv drama "Planet of  
the __"
41. Of  or to do with 
movies
42. Militaristic-sound-
ing butterfly
43. State of  extreme 
agitation
45. Emotional strain
48. Compact, for music
49. Green part of  a 
flower
50. Assistant officer
56. Smaller
58. Over (Syn)
59. Greek flatbread 
sandwiches
61. White powder
62. Controlling their 
eating habits
63. Oblique direction
64. For winding thread
65. Baby of  the Ameri-
can national bird
66. The one with the 
touch of  gold
67. Small sac in a com-
pound gland
72. People do this to 
glass
73. Hinge connecting 
tibia and fibula with 
the femur
74. dull and stupid
76. Thick substance
77. Fermented mo-
lasses
78. Cassius Clay's new 
name
79. Morally reprehen-
sible

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 GMC Sierra 2500, 
4 wheel drive, auto, air, 
1 owner, low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Neon LE - Low kms., 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
2001 Caravan Sport - 6 
cyl., auto, air, quad seat-
ing, low kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
2001 Grand Caravan 
Sport, 1 owner, quads, rear 
heat and A/C, power seat 
and more. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
2003 Grand Caravan 
Sport. Low kms., rear air, 
rear heat and quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown El-
mira. 519-648-2340.
Available February 1st, 
2004,  apartment in qui-et 
neighbourhood. Rent plus 
utilities. Required refer-
ences first and last month. 
Call (519)502-6875, 669-
2566.
Basement Bachelor 
Apartment. 3 good size 
rooms, fully furnished, utili-
ties included. Non-smokers 
only.  $550 per month, first 
and last. Available Feb. 1. 
Please call 669-5627. 
Elmira - Immaculate three 
bedroom semi. Fridge and 
stove, finished basement. 
$1000 per month plus utili-
ties. Available Mar. 1. Re-
fer-ences. Call 669-1681.

Moorefield - One bed-
room apar tment, fur-
nished, laundry facilities, 
parking, deck, electr ic 
heat, cable TV. No pets, 
adult building. References. 
$625 inclusive. First and 
last. (519)638-3013.

RENTALS

One Bedroom Apart-
ment available, close to 
downtown Elmira. Call 
729-6111.

REAL ESTATE

Office Space Available 
10 x 12 - $229 per month; 
lots of natural light, air con-
ditioned, great parking for 
you AND your clients - Elmi-
ra Plaza 669-0223.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Highly Qualified Personal 
Trainer will train you in your 
home with your own equip-
ment. Can provide some 
equipment. $25 per ses-
sion. Call 669-8436.
Find services that fit your 
needs in our Classifieds.
House Cleaner has Fri-
day morning bi-weekly 
opening starting Febru-
ary 6. Trustwor thy and 
dependable. Many refer-
ences. 669-1033.
Two Mennonite Ladies 
will ing to c lean your 
house. Lots of exper i -
ence, hard workers. Call 
664-2572.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% off. Spe-
cializing in hand stripping, 
ref inishing, repair ing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

COMING EVENTS

HUGE RV SHOW - “31st 
ANNUAL” Campground 
Operators & Suppliers. 
Feb. 20 & 21 - 10 a.m. 
- 9 p.m., Feb. 22-10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Admission $10.00 
(Seniors $2.00 of f Fr i -
day only) Western Fair 
Grounds, London. 519-
685-1110.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Supporting an initiative to reduce 
pesticide use, Woolwich council-
lors this week opted to pitch in 

to a new advertising campaign by the 
Region of  Waterloo. 

The township will contribute $4,800 to 
the Regional Pesticide Working Group, 
its proportional share of  a $240,000 bud-
get for 2004. The decision came following 
a presentation Jan. 27 by April Eby of  
the region’s public health department.

At the core of  the proposed 
regional campaign is a so-called com-
munity-based social marketing (CBSM) 
focus: the idea is to convince residents 
that it’s neighbourly to reduce pesticide 
use, said Eby.

“CBSM is a campaign that promotes 
actual behaviour change.”

Along with advertising, the campaign 

Woolwich backs pesticide efforts
Township contributes to regional campaign to reduce lawn chemicals

would aim to promote neighbourhood 
leaders who would set an example by 
using alternatives to spraying chemi-
cals on their lawns. Hand plucking, for 
instance, would be promoted, along with 
fostering a greater tolerance for weeds 
– “there are alternatives to the golf-
course lawn.”

A survey carried out by the working 
group found 66.9 per cent of  respondents 
in the region believe chemical pesticides 
have an negative effect on the environ-
ment, and 70.1 per cent believe they 
have a detrimental effect on health, she 
reported.

Still, some 57.1 per cent of  the popula-
tion said they used chemical pesticides 
themselves or had a company apply 
chemicals to their lawn. The highest 
percentage of  pesticide users are resi-
dent who are well-educated, high-income 
earners ($75,000 or more), 30 to 49 year of  
age – the CBSM campaign will be target-

ing that group.
“That’s our demographic. We’ll be 

working for some real attitude changes,” 
said Eby.

Council’s support for the program, 
which would include a further $2,700 in 
2005, was unanimous.

“This is an exciting campaign,” said 
Coun. Pat McLean. “This is certainly a 
case of  spending your money wisely.”

Later this year, the region will be strik-
ing a committee to look at the framework 
for establishing a bylaw governing pes-
ticide use. Eby cautioned that no bylaw 
is in works, but the group has looked at 
measures taken in other municipalities 
– some half  a dozen in Ontario have re-
stricted the cosmetic use of  pesticides.

The region’s program is aimed at 
residential users only. No steps have 
been taken to restrict pesticide use at 
agricultural or commercial properties, 
she noted.

GREAT 
GREEN 
THUMBS
FOR THEIR MANY 
YEARS OF SERVICE  
A trio of Elmira and 
District Horticultural 
Society members were 
presented with lifetime 
membership awards at 
the society’s Jan. 27 
annual meeting. From 
left: Wayne and June 
Pettie were presented 
with their awards from 
Lois Weber; Margaret 
Bolender also received 
an award; society co-
presidents Joyce and 
Bill Crane took part 
as well.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES EXCAVATION SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

TRAVEL CONTEST

AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-PRINT 
OUTPUT AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER
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DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, 
CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.



18    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • JANUARY 31, 2004

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1
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January 21
6:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Arthur Street, near Reid 
Woods Drive. A Moorefield woman 
was northbound when she lost con-
trol of her vehicle due to a snow drift 
in the lane and struck an oncoming 
vehicle. Both vehicles sustained 
moderate damage. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.
6:09 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Ament Line, near Hawkes-
ville Road. An Alma woman was 
northbound when she lost control of 
her vehicle due to icy road conditions 
and struck an oncoming vehicle. The 
Alma woman was taken by am-
bulance to Grand River Hospital, 
where she was treated and released 
for non-life threatening injuries. 
The second driver was uninjured. 
Both vehicles were demolished. No 
charges were laid.

January 22
1:51 AM A snow plow driver found 

an abandoned bicycle at the corner 
of Erb and Union streets in Elmira. 
The bicycle – described as a lady’s 
green, multi-speed bike – is being 
held at the Elmira police station.
4:45 AM Police and St. Clements 

firefighters responded to a chimney 
fire at a Hessen Strasse, Wellesley 
residence. According to Wellesley 
fire chief Dave Geil, the homeowner 
poured water down the chimney, 
essentially extinguishing the flames 
before firefighters arrived. There was 

no notable damage. No injuries were 
reported.
8:15 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on King Fisher Crescent in 
Elmira. A vehicle stopped to turn left 
into a private driveway and a follow-
ing vehicle attempted to pass on the 
left. The two collided when the lead 
driver tried to finish their turn. Dam-
ages were moderate. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.
9:18 AM A break-and-enter was 

reported at a Northfield Drive busi-
ness. Sometime overnight, the office 
area of Horseback Adventures was 
entered and a quantity of cash was 
taken. Their investigation led police 
to a group home for youths on Jigs 
Hollow Road, where three male 
youths were taken into custody. Two 
were later charged with break-and-
enter. The third youth was returned 
to the home and was entered into 
a diversion program, as outlined by 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. A por-
tion of the cash was recovered.
9:57 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Ament Line, in Wellesley 
Township. Eastbound and west-
bound vehicles collided near the 
centre of the road, after both drivers 
attempted to avoid snow piled at 
the edges of the road. The vehicles 
sustained considerable damage. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
10:53 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Listowel Road. A Kitch-

ener man was northbound when 
he lost control of his vehicle due 
to snow-covered road conditions, 
skidded off the road and rolled into 
a ditch. The vehicles suffered moder-
ate damage and the road was closed 
while the vehicle was pulled from 
the ditch. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.
6:30 PM  Police responded to Ger-

ber Road, near Moser-Young Road, 
after seven vehicles were reported 
in the ditch in that area. Upon ar-
rival, officers found three vehicles 
in the ditch, all due to poor weather 
and road conditions. Damages were 
minor. There were no injuries. No 
charges were laid.

January 23
10:00 AM Police responded to 

Curves Fitness on Church Street in 
Elmira after a male youth was seen 
loitering outside the women-only 
gym. Officers located the youth, who 
said he was skipping school to hang 
out in the Elmira core. The 15-year-
old Linwood boy was removed from 
the area. Both his parents and school 
were notified.
12:41 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Floradale Road. Two 
vehicles were northbound when 
the lead vehicle slowed because of 
blowing snow and poor visibility. A 
following vehicle failed to slow and 
struck the lead vehicle. Damages 
were reported as significant. There 
were no injuries. A Palmerston man 

was charged with ‘careless driving.’
6:34 PM A downtown Elmira busi-

ness reported the theft of a carton of 
cigarettes. Police investigation led to 
a young male employee, who was 
charged with theft under $5,000 and 
breach of probation.
6:48 PM Police responded to a 

group home for youths on Jigs Hol-
low Road after a hole was punched 
in a wall. Upon arrival, officers 
charged a male youth with mischief 
under $5,000.

January 24
7:11 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Farmer’s Market Road, 
near Benjamin Road. A Milton 
resident struck an oncoming vehicle, 
reportedly due to icy road conditions. 
The vehicles suffered major damage. 
There were no injuries. The Milton 
man was charged with ‘fail to pro-
duce evidence of insurance.’
12:12 PM Police responded to a 

group home for youths on Jigs Hol-
low Road after a window was bro-
ken. A male youth was charged with 
mischief under $5,000 and breach of 
probation.

January 25
9:21 AM A break-and-enter to a 

Peel Street, Winterbourne barn was 
reported. The owners reported the 
barn was entered sometime over-
night. Nothing was reported stolen.
5:00 PM A hit-and-run involving a 

snowmobile was reported on Wei-
mar Line, between Kressler and Ma-

plewood roads. Upon arrival, police 
located a snowmobile on fire off to 
the side of the road. The driver was 
nowhere to be found. Police believe 
the driver rolled the machine several 
times before it caught fire. The snow-
mobile was reported stolen from 
outside a St. Clements business later 
that night. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.
5:11 PM Officers returned to Peel 

Street in Winterbourne after a 1994 
Ford F150 was taken from a resi-
dence. The investigation led police to 
a group home for youths on Jigs Hol-
low Road, where they were informed 
two residents were scheduled to 
be picked up from Conestoga Mall 
soon. Upon arrival at the mall, the 
officers found the residents sitting 
inside the truck, which was parked 
near their pickup location. The pair 
was charged with theft over $5,000, 
possession of stolen property over 
$5,000 and breach of probation. 
They were held for a show cause 
hearing.

January 26
8:15 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on New Jerusalem Road, 
near Scotch Line Road. A Kitchener 
man was southbound when he lost 
control of his vehicle due to snowy 
road conditions, skidded off the road 
and struck a hydro pole. The vehicle 
sustained considerable damage. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.

10:42 AM Police responded to a 
Line 86 residence in Woolwich Town-
ship after property damage was 
reported. Sometime in the previous 
48 hours, a steel stake was driven 
through the back of a mailbox. No 
other mailboxes in the area were 
damaged. There are no suspects.
1:10 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at a business parking lot 
on Church Street in Elmira. A driver 
backing up from a private driveway 
struck a vehicle parked in the lot. 
Damages were moderate. There were 
no injuries. No charges were laid.
7:30 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Manser Road, south of 
Ament Line. A Linwood man was 
northbound when he lost control 
of his vehicle due to snowy road 
conditions and struck an oncom-
ing vehicle. The vehicles sustained 
moderate damage. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.

January 27
10:16 PM An off-duty officer on 

his way to work in Elmira stopped 
to assist a driver stopped on the 
side of Arthur Street, near Reid 
Woods Drive. Upon speaking with 
the woman, the officer determined 
she had been drinking. Before stop-
ping, her vehicle struck 10 guardrail 
posts. There was considerable 
damage to the vehicle. No injuries 
were reported. A Baden woman was 
charged with ‘impaired driving’ and 
‘over 80 mg.’
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Woolwich approves farm plan Food bank seeks new head It’s not a holiday, but it’s Heritage Day

 See GROUNDHOG page 23
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s a slim chance 
Wiarton Willie will 
see his shadow 

Monday – Groundhog 
Day. But that doesn’t re-
ally mean we can expect 
an early spring, warns 
Environment Canada.

Based on information 
gathered over the past 18 
years, senior climatolo-
gist Dave Phillips says 

Willie not likely to see shadow, says weather expert
February weather will determine how this winter is remembers

there’s an 83 per cent 
chance Willie won’t see 
his shadow, which, ac-
cording to the legend of 
Groundhog Day, means 
spring is just around the 
corner.

“Winter always goes 
on beyond the middle 
of March. I can’t recall 
a time when we haven’t 
had snow after the 
middle of March,” he 
told the Observer. “One 
argues that all the data 

is cooked for Wiarton 
Willie to say ‘spring is 
around the corner, win-
ter is over.’”

The groundhog’s pre-
dictions are “cooked” 
because of Wiarton’s lo-
cation, he explained.

“It’s probably the worst 
place they could have 
picked. The reason for 
that is it’s right on the 
shores of Lake Huron and 
Georgian Bay, so there’s 
lots of cloud cover.  If it’s 

not cloudy, there’s a lake 
effect snowstorm that 
will obscure the sky. 
Therefore, it’s biasing 
the results that he won’t 
see his shadow, so he’s 
prematurely calling an 
end to winter.

“He’s just margin-
ally better than flipping 
a coin,” he said. 

“There’s no accuracy at 
all, it’s simply by chance 
that he gets it right or 
wrong. He’d do much 

better if he moved 
somewhere else, maybe 
to Timmons or North 
Bay or even Elmira. At 
least you’d be away from 
the lake effect and you 
wouldn’t be influenced 
by some local cloud.”

If a groundhog were 
to rise from his/her 
winter hibernation in 
Saskatoon, Saskatch-
ewan there’s a 71 per 
cent chance it would see 
its shadow; in Winnipeg, 

Manitoba the chances 
are 53 per cent; in Ed-
monton  36 per cent and 
in Yellowknife it’s 69 per 
cent.

“There’s no other place 
in Canada that even 
comes close to those 
numbers,” Phillips said 
of Wiarton.

While his accuracy in 
predicting the length 
of winter remaining is 
questionable, Willie and 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

You might have 
guessed it by look-
ing outside, or 

shoveling the driveway: 
this winter has seen 
above average snowfall. 
So far this winter, about 
115 centimetres of snow 
has fallen in the area, 
that’s 20 cm more than 
average.

“Probably that storm … 
put you a little bit more 
than average fall,” Envi-
ronment Canada senior 
climatologist Dave Phil-
lips said of this week’s 
weather. “It’s been a lot 
of little dustings, little 
dumps of snow here and 
there, no big major dump 
of snow. They’ve all been 
little dustings that have 
added up.”

In the average winter, 
the area sees about 160 
cm of snow.

“It looks like we’re on 
track for there being a 
normal amount of snow 
this winter, but who 
knows what’s coming 
our way,” he said, noting 
Environment Canada 
only forecasts five days 
in advance. “There will 
be more days of snow, 
but whether there will be 
more storms like this one 

we’re in, we’ll just have 
to wait and see.”

This year has seen con-
siderably less snowfall 
than the record 151 cm 
by the end of January in 
1974. But we’ve definitely 
seen more than in 1982, 
when a record low 47 cm 
fell. Environment Canada 
records go back 35 years.

While snowfall has 
been only slightly above 
normal, this season has 
seen an unusually high 
number of days when it 
snowed. At press time, 
January had seen 21 days 
of snow. The average is 16.

“There have been 
many, particularly in the 
month of January, but 
the amounts have not 
been that great. It’s prob-
ably because we’re in the 
cold air. When you get 
really cold air, you don’t 
necessarily get a lot of 
snow, expect around the 
lakes,” he said, adding the 
snowfall around Kincar-
dine was 164 cm of snow 
in January. “Most of that 
came last week. That’s the 
peril of living that close to 
an open lake.”

Because of the high 
number of snow days, 
it may seem like there’s 
more on the ground, Phil-
lips added.

Snowfall not 
breaking record

More snow this winter than 
normal, but it’s no 1974

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

T
hey were transported through 
time and space – finding them-
selves in the middle of an ancient 
market. Grade 5 students at 
Riverside PS transformed them-

selves and the school gym Thursday as 
part of their ancient civilizations study.

“They’re having a market place, an early 
civilization market place. They’re all in 
role,” explained social studies teacher 
Barb Finn, who organized the event.

“It will help them share their understand-
ing with the others so that the others see 
a variety [of ancient professions]. With the 
artifacts that they’ve collected or created it 
helps them to get a better understanding of 
what life was like in the past.”

For the month of January, the 28 Grade 5 
students have been working on the market, 
researching what life was like in ancient 
Greek and Egyptian times. After a month 
of study, each student – dressed to fit their 
roles as potters, jewelers, metal workers, 
etc. – presented their findings to the rest 
of the class.

“The have a speech that they have to say. 
They’ll each describe who they are and 
reflect how their understanding of how the 
environment or the society or the technol-
ogy of that civilization affects everyday 
life,” Finn noted.

“They’ve been researching about the 
climate, the technology, the natural re-
sources, the religion and all that sort of 
stuff.”

Riverside PS gives kids 
a lesson in ancient times

Grade 5 students take on role 
of Egyptians and Greeks

SHOWING OFF THE WEARS  Jewelry was the attraction to Esther Brodie’s stand 
at an ancient civilizations marketplace Jan. 29.

RICHARD VIVIAN

See SO MUCH page 20

In a split vote – 3-2, with Mayor Bill Strauss casting the tiebreaker 
– Woolwich council this week approved two bylaws that permits a home 
to be built on Gladmere Farms property at 1194 Noah Rd. The house will 
not meet setback requirements for agricultural buildings.

Sean Strickland, the longtime executive director of the Food Bank of Wa-
terloo Region, serves his last day Feb. 2. After 14 years, Strickland will join 
the new Perimeter Institute in Waterloo as its director of public affairs. The 
food bank’s search for a replacement is expected to take several months.

The Wellington County Museum plays host Feb. 15 to a Heritage Day 
Multicultural Festival. The event, which runs 12-4 p.m., features enter-
tainment, food, displays and children’s activities. Admission is free. The 
museum is located on County Rd. 18. Call 846-0916.
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Health ministers must talk 
to farmers everywhere

Global group thinks farmers should be consulted on dietary matters
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$749
COMPLETE SYSTEM

Dell - P4
1.8 GHz

• 256 mb ram
• 40 gb hard drive
• 17” Perfect Flat 
Monitor • CDRW

• Windows 2000 PRO

$499
COMPLETE SYSTEM

IBM NetVista
PIII 1GHz

• 256 mb ram 
• 30 gb hard drive
• 17” Perfect Flat 
Monitor • CDRW

• Windows 2000 PRO

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $399!
 DVD-ROMS starting at only $29!

Complete systems for the kids as low as $39!

NEED A NICE VAN?

Volkswagen Waterloo
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Globally, farmers 
are finally insert-
ing themselves 

into discussions about 
the world’s diet. And not 
a minute too soon.

Farmers have until the 
end of February to give 
their views on the World 
Health Organization’s 
(WHO) global dietary 
strategy draft to their 
health ministers. The 
strategy is being pre-
pared for adoption at the 
World Health Assembly 
in May. 

But farmers say that’s 
too fast. International 
Federation of Agricul-
tural Producers (IFAP), 
headed by former Ca-
nadian Federation of 
Agriculture president 
Jack Wilkinson, wants 
the WHO to put on the 
brakes, until farmers 
have an audience and “in-
tensive discussions” with 
national ministers of 
health. It says the “world-
wide consequences of 
this strategy, if adopted, 
will be substantial.” 

Farmers say they’re 
being unfairly targeted. 
WHO is trying hard to 
push the link between 
bad diet and lack of 
exercise in its global 
strategy on diet, physical 
activity and health (this 
is the same organization 
that told the world to 
avoid Toronto last year 
because of SARS). It has 
particular gripe against 
refined sugar, the kind 
found in soft drinks.

The U.S. sugar industry 
lobby doesn’t like this 
one bit. It’s rallied com-
rades such as the IFAP, 
and collectively they’re 
conducting a full assault 
on the WHO. 

To its credit, WHO 
thinks it’s fighting the 
good fight, considering 
the abysmal shape the 
world’s in, and the seem-
ing inertia or inability of 

any one nation to do any-
thing about it – especially 
the world’s most affluent 
superpower, the United 
States, which is also the 
second fattest nation in 
the world (Samoa is first). 
WHO says almost 80 per 
cent of deaths are caused 
by non-communicable 
disease, such as heart 
disease and diabetes, and 
wants us all to scale back 
on pop and refined sugar 
drinks.  

You can image how 
well this has gone over 
with U.S. sugar produc-
ers. It’s put farmers in 
the middle, spouting 
pro-sugar-trade rhetoric 
from one side of the globe 
to the other. For example, 
the IFAP has joined oth-
ers in castigating the 
WHO’s idea of good food 
versus bad food. They say 
there’s no such thing as 
“bad food,” and that ev-
ery food plays a role in a 
balanced, healthy diet.

After all, they claim, it’s 
not the same as tobacco.

But in a way, it’s exactly 
like tobacco. Tobacco is 
benign until it’s turned 
into a cigarette. And sug-
ar can indeed be a part of 
a healthy diet, until it’s 
used for a doughnut. 

Farmers don’t have to 
defend this. They’re not 
paid enough. Processors 
are the ones who get the 
big bucks from product 
development, not farm-
ers, so let them stand on 
a soapbox and tell the 

world issues surround-
ing obesity are matters 
that need to be dealt with 
individually, on a coun-
try-by-country basis.

“Advertising bans, 
and taxes on food, as 
proposed in the [WHO] 
strategy, are not the 
way to treat problems 
of obesity and lack of 
physical exercise,” says 
IFAP secretary general 
David King. “Countries 
and individuals are very 
different in the way that 
they live and in the way 
that they compose their 
diets. One worldwide 
diet model is not appro-
priate. We support the 
drawing up of food-based 
dietary guidelines, with 
these guidelines being 
developed in specific 
socio-cultural contexts 
reflecting national health 
issues.”

So, if drinking pop is 
part of your culture, it’s 
OK?

Farmers, don’t mouth 
this rhetoric. Your posi-
tion in society is too 
valuable.

Serving members of Mennonite,
Amish and Brethren in Christ
churches across Ontario.

www.mscu.com

Elmira (519) 669-1529
Kitchener (519) 576-7220
Leamington (519) 326-8601

Milverton (519) 595-8796
New Hamburg (519) 662-3550
Waterloo (519) 746-1770
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Call your MSCU investment professional today
to discuss your RRSP investment plan!

“Sometimes when you 
get lots of snow in big 
dumps, but you go weeks 
without snow, you can 
deal with those in one or 
two days. Dealing with 
[so many snow days], 
it’s just that you get so 
bored with it, so it’s men-
acing you. It just wears 
you down. It’s not heavy 
amounts, it’s just the nui-
sance factor.”

Continued from page 19

So much snow 
a nuisance
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TAKING IT TO THE BANK  
Connor Duench, 5, puts the 
snowbank in front of his Killdeer 
Road home to work as a toboggan 
hill Wednesday. The snowbank 
made for a quick ride down, but not 
much of a climb back up.

L’IL ANGEL  
With schools 
c l o s e d 
Tuesday, Tyler 
Martin, 9, took 
time outside to 
make a snow 
angel.

SOLID FOUNDATION  Brook Pasher, 11, 
builds up the walls of her snow fort on 
Mockingbird Drive Tuesday.

WHY SHOVEL WHEN THERE’S THIS?  
Driving an industrial sized snow blower, Jason 
Showalter spent Tuesday clearing driveways, 
including this one on Meadowlark Road.

DIGGING IN  Alana Gray, 13, digs out a snow 
bank on Mockingbird Drive as part of her 
snow fort, which she built with Brook Pasher. MAKING A WALKING PATH  Sidewalks 

filled with snow this week, making walking 
a sometimes difficult activity. Here, Ryan 
Weber uses a Cat to clear the sidewalk on 
First Street in Elmira.

OUT FOR A WINTER STROLL  
Terry Martin pulls his three-year-old 
daughter Eve in a sleigh behind him 
along Second Street.

KEEPING THE RINK CLEAR  Jordan King, 7, (left) and Nigel Baldin, 7, clear the snow off Baldin’s backyard rink Tuesday 
– a day that saw about 15 cm of snow fall.
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Healthier plants? Take them to the water closet
Q.  The ancient fear of being 
taken for dead and then bur-
ied alive has given way today 
to the nightmare of being kept 
alive indefinitely in a coma-
tose state.  But aren’t there 
still circumstances where 
modern electrocardiography 
and electroencephalography 
erroneously fail to detect life?

A.  There are cases of 
severe exposure to cold or 
overdose of barbiturates or 
other drugs in which the 
usual sure indicators may 
fail, says Jan Bondeson 
in A Cabinet of Medical 
Curiosities. A French med-
ical journal told of three 
suicide attempts where 
barbiturate overdoses led 
to erroneous death diagno-
ses.  In one, the victim had 
“actually recovered while 
laid out in his coffin.”

A man in Belgium was 
diagnosed as both heart 
and brain dead after se-

vere exposure to cold; later 
he revived after being in a 
comatose state with a low 
heart rate.  Newspaper ac-
counts also tell of people 
waking up on an autopsy 
table following overdoses 
of drugs while outdoors in 
the cold.

Bondeson himself once 
observed a woman in the 
hospital in a comatose 
state with extremely low 
body temperature.  An al-
coholic, she had celebrated 
New Year’s Eve with 
bottles of vodka while out 
on her balcony in the freez-
ing cold, and fell asleep.  
“She was well nigh dead 
when brought in, her body 
temperature far below that 
considered, at the time, 
consistent with human 
life.” The policemen who 
brought her in considered 
her as dead. Yet the elec-
trocardiogram did reveal 

a heart rate, and gradual 
warming of her blood 
via a heart-lung machine 
saved her life.  Her marked 
obesity, isolating her inner 
organs, probably saved 
her.  “When I told her she 
had cheated the Grim 
Reaper, hoping to wean 
her from the bottle and 
save her, she declared that 
she had indeed learned a 
lesson – never again would 
she drink heavily ... while 
seated outside in sub-zero 
temperatures!”
Q.  Pick from the following the 
best nutrient-cocktail for your 
houseplants:   a) beer   b) milk   
c) soda pop d) urine.

 A.  d.  Forget the drinks.  
They’d just add carbon 
and feed the soil microbes, 
multiplying their numbers 
and stealing nutrients, 
says William D. Bow-
man, environmental, 
population and organismic 
biologist at the University 
of Colorado.  Urine, on the 
other hand, will stimulate 
microbial activity that 
frees up nitrogen, often 
in short supply for plant 
growth.  But don’t deliver 
it straight.  It will need, 
however, to be diluted 
with water.
Q.  Imagine you were some-
how mistakenly committed to 

a psychiatric hospital.  Would 
the staff catch it?  Would you 
be able to talk your way out?

A.  When Stanford re-
searcher David Rosenhan 
and 10 colleagues got 
themselves committed 
by faking hearing voices, 
then behaved completely 
normal after that, none of 
the staff was suspicious, 
says Dennis Coon in Intro-
duction to Psychology, 8th 
Edition. But other patients 
detected the ruse, remark-
ing, “You’re not crazy, 
you’re checking up on the 
hospital” or “You’re a jour-
nalist, aren’t you?”

Because the pseudo-pa-
tients were seen by staff 
in the context of a mental 
ward and LABELED 
schizophrenic, anything 
they did was viewed as 
part of their “illness.”

As for talking your way 
out, “it should be clear 

that it would be quite futile 
to say, ‘Look, this is all a 
mistake.  I’m not crazy.  
You’ve got to let me out.’  
The response might very 
well be, ‘Have you had 
these paranoid delusions 
for long?’”

Eventually all eleven 
were discharged, their 
psychoses said to be “in 
remission.”  Health pro-
fessionals later couldn’t 
believe the findings, so 
Rosenhan did followup 
studies.  In one, another 
hospital was alerted that 
pseudo-patients would try 
to gain admission.  Among 
193 candidates during this 
period, 41 were labeled 
as “fakes” by at least one 
staffer, another 19 were 
“suspects.”

Yet in fact Rosenhan had 
“never sent any patients 
– fake or otherwise – to this 
hospital!”

January 31
Greek Dinner – 6 p.m. Calvary United Church, 
St. Jacobs. Enjoy an evening of Greek food and 
entertainment. Advance tickets only (limited number) 
are $13 each – please call 669-5912 to reserve.
How Alfie Lost His Twinkle – The Church Theatre, 
1376 King St., N., St. Jacobs. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Delivered by the family of saxophones, children will 
experience the magic of music’s ability to create 
feelings and moods. Adults $10, children $8 – under 
13 years. To reserve tickets or for more information 
call 664-1134.

February 1
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church – 685 Highpoint 
Avenue at Northfield, Waterloo, invites you to an 
evening of beautiful singing featuring the 60 voice 
Gloryland Chorus, well known in K-W and surrounding 
area. 7 p.m. with a freewill offering.

February 3
Hospice Volunteer Training – WCHC is offering a 
30-hour training porgram designed to develop care 
giving skills and assist persons in providing quality, 
compassionate care. Classes run every Tuesday 
moring from Feb. 3 to Mar. 30, plus one evening 
session. To register or for more information call 
Lorraine at 664-3794 xt. 229. 

February 5
Theatre Wellesley presents Three in One: plays, art 
show, and live music. Feb. 5 &6, 8 p.m., Feb. 7, 2-8 
p.m. $10; Fellowship Hall, Wellesley. 

February 6
Stress Reduction, Relaxing Into Life: Learn effective 
ways to handle stress through health information, 
stretching, breathing & communication exercise. 
Fridays, Feb. 6 – Mar. 26, 1-3:15 p.m. Open to all 
Woolwich residents. No cost. To register call Joy at 
664-3794 ext 230.

February 8
Silent Auction at Edelwiess Sports Bar & Grill hosted 
by the Wellesley Applejacks Jr. D. Hockey Club. 600 
Doon Village Rd., Kitchener 748-0221. Noon until 7 
p.m.
Waterloo Regional Police Band – 2 p.m. You are 
invited to Trininty United Church (21 Arthur N., Elmira) 
to hear the Waterloo Regional Police Band in concert. 
Freewill offering. Sponsored by The Royal Canadian 
Legion, Elmira Branch, and Trinity United Church, 
Elmira. All welcome. 

February 10
Volunteers Needed for the Revenue Canada Income 
Tax Program. Woolwich Community Services will be 
hosting the Revenue Canada Volunteer Program again 
this year. If you have a few hours to spare, through 
March and April, please consider helping with this 
program. The returns are straightforward. Revenue 
Canada training will be from 9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 
the WCS Office, 73 Arthur St. S. Call 669-5139 for 
information and to register. 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness – registration starts for 
the nine week session starting Mar. 9. If you are 55+ 
and have hesitated to join a fitness class, come try 
this gentle step. Tues. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Cost $20.25. 
664-3794. 

February 12
Seniors On The Go – registration starts for the nine 
week session starting Mar. 11th. Fitness classes for 
active seniors 55+, Thurs. 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. Cost 
$20.25. 664-3794.
Attention: Mothers Of Young children up to teens. 
Starting Feb. 12 (excluding March Break) 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Emmanuel Missionary Church is pleased 
to offer a 15 week course “Shepherding A Child’s 
Heart”. Materials cost $40 (text, workbook), childcare 
available. Facilitated by Wendy Bowman, B.A., 
Certified Biblical Counselor. For more information or 
to register call Emmanuel E. M. C. at 669-5030 or 
Wendy at 846-2089. 
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DRAYTON COUNTRY
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

���������� ����������� ���������
������������������������������������
�� ������ ��������� ��� ������� �����
�� ������� ������ ���� ���������� ����
�������������������������������������
������������������������������

DRAYTON

��������������������������������
��������������������������������������
�� ���������� ����� ����� ���������
�������� ��� ������ ������ ����� �������
���������������������������������
�������������������������

DRAYTON

�������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

�������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������

�

��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
��������������������� ����������������������
������ ������� ����� ������ ����� ������ ���������
�����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
������������������������������������

Westfield Acres �������

������������������
���������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������

������������������
��������

��������� �� ������� ������� ����� ����� ����
������������������ ��� ��������� ������� �����
����� ��������� ���������� ������� ���������
��������� �������� ��������� ��� ������ ����
��������������������

����������������
������

����������������
����������

�����������
����������

����������������
��������

��������� �� �������� ������� ���� �����
����� ���������� ����� ���� ��������� ���
�������������� ���� ������� ����� �����
�������� ����������� �������� ��������� �������
�������������������������������������������
����

����������
��������������������

�������������������������

�����������������������������������������

FAMILY 
ALBUM

EVERY WEEK IN
YOUR WOOLWICH 

OBSERVER.
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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FAMILYALBUM
ANNIVERSARY

DEATH NOTICES

HAPPY 75TH
BIRTHDAY
RUTH 

HUNTER
Join us for an Open House

Sun., Feb 15, 2-4pm
at Trinity United Church, Elmira

Best wishes only please.

BIRTH NOTICE

Ryan and Natascha Martin are 
pleased to announce the safe 
arrival of Cole Douglas, on 
January 17, 9lbs, 4oz!
Big sister Rachel is thrilled! Very 
proud grandparents are Oscar 
JB & Joan Martin and Doug & 
Marlene Hahn

BIRTHDAY

KAY & ED MAHER
FEBRUARY 5, 1944 - FEBRUARY 5, 2004

Please join us for an Open House
at the Elmira Legion, First St. E.,

Elmira (Downstairs) on
Saturday, February 7, 2004 - From 7-9 pm

From Your Loving Family

ADOPTION ANNOUNCEMENT

It is with sheer joy that I announce the adoption of my 
daughter Olivia Mae-Xiang Hui. 
Olivia was born March 17, 2003 in Jiangsu Province, 

China. She is a lovely, healthy, happy baby who became 
forever mine on January 12, 2004. 
There are many people who played a role in this journey, 
but special mention goes to: The People’s Republic of 
China for finding Olivia for me and caring for her until 
I could. Maray Lemon-Lawrence, Renée & Sandy Peev - 
Olivia’s guardian “angels”, Bonnie Mae Schelter-Brown, 
all my co-workers at EACL, and all my friends and family 
who supported me on this journey to motherhood.
Much love to my mom, Karen, for travelling with me 
to China to receive Olivia as mine. I’m glad you are her 
Lao Lao!
To Olivia Hui Hui - I can’t imagine my life without you! 
The sun is so much brighter now that you are in my life! 
I love you!

Louise Ellis

CLARKE, Kenneth
Peacefully, on Wednesday, January 28, 
2004, at Freeport Health Centre of Grand 
River Hospital, Kenneth Clarke, in his 84th 
year, of Kitchener.

Local relatives are Jean and Ralph Morby 
of Elmira.

COLE, Cornelius Oliver
Suddenly, at his residence, in Martin 
Grove Village, on January 28, 2004, in 
his 81st year.

EBY, Mary Beulah
At Chateau Gardens in Elmira, Beulah 
died peacefully on Monday, January 26, 
2004, at the age of 78 years.

PATTERSON, Jessie M. (nee Ross)
Peacefully, at St. Mary’s Hospital, on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2004, at the age 
of 93 years.

Local relatives are daughters Frances 
Kaster (Gord) of Maryhill and Lori Kaster 
(Andy Robinson) of Linwood.

TSCHIRHART, Bert (Bertha)
Passed away peacefully, surrounded by 
her loving family, at St. Mary’s Hospital, 
on January 25, 2004, at the age of 87 
years.

Local relatives are daughter Bonita 
(Bonnie) Neglia and her husband Victor 
of Breslau.

WEBER, Lydia (Mrs. Angus B.)
Peacefully, on Friday, January 23, 2004, at 
her daughter’s home, RR3 Listowel. Lydia 
(Bowman) Weber, in her 84th year.

WIDEMAN, John Edward
Peacefully, on Tuesday, January 27, 2004, 
at his home in Elmira, John Wideman, in 
his 53rd year.

Groudhog a 
pick-me-up

his fellow groundhogs 
do serve a purpose – they 
provide hope.

“Wiarton serves a 
very useful sociological 
purpose. It doesn’t make 
him accurate, it doesn’t 
make him scientifically 
astute; it still makes 
him a fraud. But maybe 
he serves a purpose to 
buoy our spirits,” Phil-
lips said.

“It’s sort of the half-
way point of winter … 
when there’s more win-
ter behind you than in 
front of you,” he said of 
Groundhog day. “This is 
what we grab hold of in 
this country; we wonder 
if it’s going to be a white 
Christmas, we wonder 
when the January thaw 
is coming, is Wiarton 
Willie going to see his 
shadow, is March going 
to come in like a lion 
and out like a lamb. 
It’s really what keeps 
us going in these long 
winters that we have. It’s 
that hope that we will 
see something different 
than the white stuff and 
the brutal face-numbing 
wind chills.”

How this winter is 
remembered in future 
years will depend on 
what happens next 
month, the climatologist 
added.

“My best call … is that 
I think February will 
be the rubber match 

Continued from page 19 between a December 
that was warmer than 
normal and a January 
that was colder than 
normal. How winter will 
be described in future 
generations will depend 
on how February goes,” 
he said. “Right now, 
we’re normal. I think 
it will probably be near 
normal in February and 
the winter will therefore 
be normal.”

SOLD
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