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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If the Elmira Sugar Kings are 
going to be a strong force in the 
fast-approaching playoffs they’re 
going to have to learn how to 

handle the pressure of a tight game, 

Kings need to learn how to handle the pressure, says East
says coach John East. Those com-
ments came after Elmira gave up a 
two-goal lead to lose 5-4 to the Water-
loo Siskins Wednesday.

“Once the door opened for them, 
they finished it and we looked like 
a team that couldn’t handle the pres-
sure. We better learn how because, 

come playoff time, that’s what we’re 
going to be faced with. Any time you 
blow a lead, especially a two-goal 
lead, in the playoffs you’re going to 
be done early,” he told the Observer. 

“We came in and we wanted to treat 
this like a game seven. This puts 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the recent arriv-
al of truly winter 
weather, Make Be-
lieve Gardens has 

returned. As soon as the tem-
perature turned cold enough, 
Rod Townsend began flooding 

his rink, which he opens up 
annually for public use.

“Last night I put the finishing 
touches on it around the edges. 
I was up until four o’clock this 
morning. I fell asleep in my 
truck; I was waiting for the 
steam to go off of it (rink), I 
was going to put one more hit 
on it and I fell asleep. When I 

woke up, it was 5:50,” he said 
Wednesday, the first day skat-
ers took to the rink.

“I don’t have the lights up yet. 
I’m in the middle of doing some 
wiring to put the lights up. I 
really don’t want anybody out 
at night until then,” he said, 
noting he doesn’t expect the 
lights to be glowing until later 

this week.
The rink – located on 

Townsend’s Listowel Road 
property, just east of Floradale 
Road – comes complete with 
boards, change rooms and a 
Zamboni.

“I’m looking forward to it. I 
haven’t been on my skates yet 
on it,” he said. “I love the game 

of hockey.
“And if the kids have a place 

to go and do something instead 
of sitting around watching TV 
or doing stupid things hanging 
out downtown, I don’t mind sup-
porting that. It’s good exercise 
for them,” he said of opening 
the rink up to the public. 

 See POPULAR page 2

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The stalled King/86 development was 
back on the agenda this week as 
regional officials met with the site’s 
developer. The two are trying to 

reach a deal on an impasse over funding for 
improvements to the overpass at Reg. Rd. 15 
and Hwy. 85.

Waterloo Region maintains developer First 
Professional Management Inc. is responsible 
for widening the bridge; the company is look-
ing for a cost-sharing deal. In approving the 
big-box project, the region demanded the de-
veloper widen lanes on the bridge and make 
improvements to the expressway on- and off-
ramps.

Those upgrades include a double left-turn 
lane from King Street onto Farmers’ Market 
Road and, at the other ramp, a double left-turn 
lane from the ramp onto King Street, among 
other adjustments to the ramp terminals, 
said Graham Vincent, the region’s director of 
transportation planning.

Amid rumours of future 
expansion, bridge still stumbling 

block for Wal-Mart centre

 See REGION page 2

NO GOAL, NO ASSIST Sitting second in the league for total points, Sugar King Jeremy Machin was shut out in Wednesday’s game. The Kings lost 5-4 
thanks to a late game goal, which put Waterloo at a tie for 4th in the league, while an Elmira win would have put them at 5th instead of 6th. 

CASEY LESSARD
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Charges delayed because of ‘bad timing’ say O.P.P.

Man charged with ‘careless 
driving’ in November collision

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A St. Jacobs man 
was charged 
last week with 
‘careless driv-

ing,’ nearly two months 
after the head-on colli-
sion that claimed the life 
of his wife.

Cambridge OPP of-
ficers formally charged 

Henry Martin Jan. 9 for 
a Nov. 20 collision on 
Arthur Street, just south 
of Reg. Rd. 15. Martin 
was allegedly travelling 
southbound in the north-
bound lanes at the time of 
the collision, which oc-
curred mere metres from 
his home.

“We just wanted to 
discuss the facts of the ac-
cident with the Crown,” 

Staff Sgt. Peter Scandlan 
explained of the lengthy 
delay of charges.

“It was certainly bad 
timing. We had to wait 
for people to get back 
from vacation and things 
like that.”

Martin’s wife, Viola, 80, 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene. As well, three 
Woolwich teenagers 
were taken to hospital 

with a range of injuries, 
none of which was life 
threatening. 

The collision also saw 
Martin, 82, airlifted to 
Hamilton General Hospi-
tal with serious injuries. 
He has since been re-
leased.

Martin is scheduled to 
face the charge at the 
Cambridge Provincial 
Court Mar. 16.

The project is essen-
tially on hold until an 
agreement can be worked 
out. Once that is done, 
the region would move 
to conduct an environ-
mental assessment (EA) 
based on the proposed 
changes to the bridge.

More than eight years 
in development, the Wal-
Mart-anchored project 
is at least another year 
away from construction, 
officials suggest.

Since it was proposed, 
big-box developments 
have emerged at spots 
across the region, includ-
ing Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 401 
in Cambridge, Gateway 
Park in Kitchener, and 
adjacent to Conestogo 
Mall in Waterloo.

Still, even without a 
single sod having been 

turned in St. Jacobs, 
rumours are circulating 
about another big-box 
store on nearby lands, 
opposite the stockyards. 
Such a proposal, however, 
would further complicate 
the situation in Woolwich 
Township – that area was 
never identified as a 
big-box retail node, said 
regional commissioner 
Larry Kotseff.

That difference ex-
plains why the other 
developments have pro-
ceeded even as progress 
crawled in Woolwich.

“A lot of them were exist-
ing nodes. This is a new 
one,” he said of King/86. 
“What’s happening down 
in Cambridge – Hwy. 
24 and Pinebush –  was 
slated for a node of ac-
tivity. The decision was 
made that that’s a node, 

Cambridge Centre is a 
node, Fairview Mall is a 
node, Conestogo Mall is 
a node, and these other 
couple on the west side of 
Kitchener have been on 
the books.”

While the King/86 proj-
ect has been approved 
– pending the bridge 
impasse – any further 
development in the area 
would require Official 
Plan amendments and a 
great deal of thought at 
regional council, he said.

“So far, their vision 
for the area isn’t that 
it become, for example, 
an amalgamation of 
box stores. I think it’s a 
significant departure,” 
Kotseff said of any ad-
ditional big-box retail 
in the area. “That’s the 
transformation of the 
King/86 area to a gate-

way, and that wasn’t 
envisaged.”

Calling any expan-
sion pure speculation, 
Woolwich’s director of 
engineering and plan-
ning Dave Gosnay said 
any proposal would have 
to be evaluated for fit 
with zoning bylaws ap-
plicable to that area of 
the township.

As for the King/86 
project, the overpass is 
just the latest hurdle for 
the 305,000-square-foot 
retail project anchored 
by Wal-Mart on lands 
adjacent the St. Jacobs 
Farmers Market. In 
fact, the project has 
been plagued with set-
backs dating back more 
than half a decade, 
including a lengthy On-
tario Municipal Board 
process.

Continued from cover

Region, developer still talking

Ever since the cold 
weather set in, “lots” of 
people have been calling 
to see when they can hit 
the ice.

“Last year, I came a lot,” 
said Robbie Martin, one 
of the first people to take 
advantage of Townsend’s 
open-access offer this 
season. “If you go to a 
rink, you’re probably 
going to have to pay like 
$10, so it’s pretty nice of 
Rod to do it for free.”

“We’re going to try to 
come here at least twice 
a week, if we can get a 
ride,” added Cory Mar-
tin. “Usually our parents 
are willing to take us.”

Both were involved in 
a game of two-on-two 
Wednesday, along with 
friends Kyle Rochon and 
Jake Wetselaar, all of 
whom live in the core of 
Elmira. Between them, 
they said, someone’s par-
ents can typically drive 
them out to the rink.

“It’s cold and it’s fun,” 
Rochon said of playing 
on an outside rink.

Townsend has yet to 
firm up dates for his 

Popular outdoor rink a labour of 
love of Elmira’s Rod Townsend

annual three-on-three 
tournament – which was 
featured on Hockey Night 
in Canada in 2000. The 
tournament will likely be 
either Jan. 31 or Feb. 7.

 “My brother suggested 
I just invite 24 people and 
put their names in a hat 

and have the eight goal-
ies draw the names and 
that’s who you’re with,” 
he said, noting he’s not 
sure if it’ll be done that 
way or not yet. “It’s still 
up in the air, but it’s go-
ing to be eight teams, 
with open age.”

Considering the late 
start to the season, 
Townsend said people 
should take advantage 
of the rink while nature 
allows. “It might be four 
weeks, it might be eight 
weeks,” he said of the 
season.

Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN

WELCOMING THE RETURN OF WINTER  Elmira residents Cory Martin (left) and Kyle Rochon were 
quick to take advantage of Make Believe Gardens, hitting the ice the first day it opened for a game of 
two-on-two.
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Chief calls it a day
Steve Wendell will take over for J. David Martin

Community to pitch in 
labour for new roof

CASEY LESSARD

Bergman kennel gets  
approval stamp

Program aims to 
reduce collisions by 
five per cent a year

Keeping the 
community healthy
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s one day Conestogo fire chief 
J. David Martin won’t forget, and 
one he hopes he won’t have to 
repeat. As he retires from the de-

partment, he recalls the day he was called 
out for a drowned boy.

“He was up at the golf course canoeing 
with his uncle,” Martin said. “Then they 
stopped off to dive for golf balls. He took in 
water and never came back up.

“I was on the other side of the river when 
they found the body,” and when he was 
identified, the drowning hit home. “I said 
that’s my nephew’s son. They said the 
parents had to be notified, so I said I’d take 
care of that. I went up to see my nephew to 
tell him what happened, and they called 
the hospital and they said he had passed 
away.”

It was a low point in his 25-year career at 
the Conestogo hall, but he has many fond 
memories as well. The highlight is the in-
teraction with local kids.

“When I go up to the nursery school at 
the baseball diamond in Conestogo, I take 
up the fire truck and talk to them and give 
them little gifts. The little guys come out 

and give me a big hug. They think it’s just 
fantastic. Their eyes are all real big.”

It was his involvement with children 
that led to the start of a long career.

“I never ever thought I would be one 
(firefighter). Back in 1978, I was a Cub 
leader and met the district chief of St. 
Jacobs and he was talking to me 
about the fire department and 
the challenges of it. He had 
some room here in Cones-
togo, so he put me in touch 
with the chief at the time.”

He applied and three days 
later started training.

“I got hooked. I still enjoy it, 
but it’s time.”

After three years as chief, 
he now passes the reins 
to former deputy 
district chief 
Steve Wendell, a 
15-year veteran 
of the squad. 
F i v e - y e a r 
veteran Jeff 
Weltz is the 
new deputy.

“ W e ’ v e 
got a really 

good bunch of guys,” Wendell said. “It’s 
a young department compared to when I 
joined. Back then the average age was late 
40s, and now it would be early 30s. They’re 
a keen, interested group.

“For one thing, I’m 65 years old, so that’s 
part of the criteria,” Martin said of his re-
tirement. “Also, it’s getting to be tough to 

get out of bed at two, three, five o’clock 
in the morning. Then you don’t sleep 

proper.”
Having already retired from his 
full-time day job, Martin now does 
part-time work and is hoping to get 
into hospice work. His wife is sup-

portive of the retirement.
“She’s relieved,” he said. “It’s hard 

for them when we leave the home 
and rush to the hall and go to 

the scene. They’re 
not sure what we’re 
going for so they 
worry.”

Martin said he 
will miss the 
work, simply due 
to its nature.

“I always like 

Hawkesville residents agreed this week 
to pitch in part of the labour needed 
to replace the Hawkesville Community 
Centre’s leaky roof.
At a Community Service Board meeting 

Jan. 13, several residents – all of whom 
work in the construction industry – of-
fered their services to put a new roof in 
place. Initial estimates suggest the new 
roof will cost about $18,000, including a 
$5,000 reduction in labour costs.
Board members agreed on a new truss 

roof for the facility, but Wellesley council 
has the final say. The bulk of the funds 
are expected to come from a five per 
cent reserve fund, though that won’t 
cover all the costs.
The building’s roof has been leaking 

for months.

With a green light from the committee 
of adjustment, Sandra Bergman – wife 
of former Wellesley mayor Doug Berg-
man – has been given the okay to apply 
for a kennel licence. 
Committee members approved a re-

quest by Bergman for a minor variance 
that would allow her Hackbart Road 
property to qualify for a kennel licence 
despite being somewhat smaller than 
zoning requires. 
Zoning for kennels requires a 10-acre 

property, whereas the Bergman prop-
erty is 9.1-acres.
A neighbouring property owner raised 

concern about the minimum separation 
distance required between his home and 
the proposed indoor kennel, however, 
the neighbour was informed his concern 
is a matter for council consideration, not 
the committee.
Bergman still has to apply for a kennel 

licence, which requires the holding of a 
public meeting.

 See NEW page 5

SUITED UP FOR ONE LAST TIME Conestogo district fire chief J. David Martin is now retired from the force, handing over control to former deputy chief Steve Wendell 
(below). At 65, Martin had to retire, but he said he’ll miss contributing to the community as its fire chief. 

With help from a new education 
campaign, local officials are hoping to 
reduce the number of collisions seen on 
roads across the region by five per cent 
annually, for at least three years – the 
length of the campaign.
The Joint Road Safety Initiative Work-

ing Group launched the “Drive to Stay 
Alive” campaign Jan. 13, coinciden-
tally a day plagued by collisions on area 
roads. The program will target a range 
of age groups using advertising and 
promotional materials.
“There’s a lot we can do to make our 

road system safer,” said Dave Banks, 
the Region’s manager of transportation 
engineering and chair of the working 
group. “The launch of this campaign, 
in conjunction with other regional and 
municipal initiatives, is a major move 
toward improving the safety of all road 
users in the region.”

A new face has signed onto the fight 
to keep residents of Waterloo Region 
healthy. Dr. Hsiu-Li Wang joined the 
Waterloo Region Health Department 
staff Jan. 12 as associate medical officer 
of health.
Wang is a recently graduated medical 

specialist from Quebec – he’s fluently bi-
lingual – and a licentiate of the Medical 
Council of Canada, as well as a fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada.  
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ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With this week’s 
approval from 
the Committee 

of Adjustment, all that 
stands between Faith 
Mennonite Church and a 
new facility on Chalmers 
Forest Road in Wellesley 
is time and money.

The committee ap-
proved an application to 
sever a 5.5-acre parcel 
of land from an existing 
38.17-acre property dur-
ing its Jan. 12 meeting. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The final report 
won’t be in for a 
couple of months, 

but the new ambulance 
station in St. Jacobs is 
already playing to good 
reviews from the Minis-
try of Health.

Opened last spring, the 
station is undergoing its 
first inspection as part 
of the province’s regular 
examination of Waterloo 
Region’s ambulance ser-
vices. The certification 
review sees the ministry 
send in a team of inspec-
tors to analyze the regional 
operation, with inspectors 
visiting each of the sta-
tions, riding with crews 
and examining the level 
of care, said John Prno, 
director of emergency 
medical services for Wa-
terloo Region.

“The inspectors made 
very favourable com-

Land severance approved for Faith Mennonite
Construction may still be years away, says congregation

Opponents of the sever-
ance – none appeared at 
the meeting – have 20 
days from the date of the 
decision to appeal.

But if no appeals come 
forward – neighbours 
who previously opposed 
the project have publicly 
dropped their opposition 
– a purchase agreement 
between the current 
owner, township CAO 
Susan Duke, and the 
church will be finalized, 
clearing the way for the 
project to move forward.

“That’s all tentative,” 

church expansion com-
mittee member Larry 
Jantzi told the Observer 
of when he expects 
construction to begin. 
“Right now our objective 
is just to purchase the 
land and get a clear deed 
title to the land. From 
then, we’re not sure how 
long it will take. It could 
take a few years yet.”

The church is suffering 
from a lack of room at 
its current facility near 
New Hamburg, Jantzi 
explained, and is look-
ing to build a church 

with room for 300 people, 
a parking lot and a base-
ball diamond on the 
property.

“We’re very full. It’s 
too tight. The building 
is old; it needs major re-
pair, or [we could] build 
another one. And it’s one 
of those things where 
repairing it wouldn’t be 
very cost effective,” he 
said of the 120-member 
congregation’s current 
facility. “Sometimes we 
have special visitors or 
a special meeting, it’s re-
ally full.”

The average Sunday 
morning sees about 180 
people packed into the 
building, he added.

Faith Mennonite has 
been considering a move 
for about 10 years, but 
the project only started 
to take form over the past 
couple years.

There are still a num-
ber of approvals needed 
before construction can 
begin, including obtain-
ing a building permit.

“Plans still have to 
be drawn up for the ac-
tual building and having 
enough money to start 
would be good too,” Jantzi 
noted. “We have an idea 
of the type of building 
and the size, but that’s 
about it now.

“Decisions still have to 
be made.”

The congregation plans 
to sell its current facility 
and property to help pay 
for the project.

New ambulance 
station earns kudos
Ministry of Health inspectors praise 
St. Jacobs facility in regional review

ments about the St. 
Jacobs station. They were 
very impressed with the 
station design and its 
functionality. It was just 
an off-the-cuff comment, 
but I’m sure when it 
comes out in the certifi-
cation review document 
… we’ll pass on those 
comments to [regional] 
council.”

That report will likely 
come in March, said 
Prno, adding that, typi-
cally, the review goes 
smoothly for the region.

“Operationally, we’re 
seen as one of the leading 
services in the province 
in terms of innovation 
and things like station 
design – that’s all going to 
come out in the report.”

Woolwich Township’s 
long-awaited ambulance 
station opened its doors 
for business Apr. 14 on a 
site adjacent to the Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre in St. Jacobs.
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112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551
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IBM
NetVista 
PIII 1 GHZ
• 256 mb ram 
• 30 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• 19” Perfect Flat Monitor
• Win 2000 PRO

17” FLAT 
SCREEN 
MONITORS

LAPTOP
COMPUTERS

QUALITY 
USED 

COMPUTERS 
AT FAIR 
PRICES!

Reality Bytes Inc.

$399
STARTING AT

$109

$599
COMPLETE SYSTEM

to work with people and 
help people. There’s 
always somebody less 
fortunate than I am. If 
they’re hurt in an acci-
dent you try to help them 
the best you can. If they 
have a fire, you do your 
best to take care of the 
problem there and give 
them a hand after.

“It’s going to take a 
while not to jump when 
the siren goes, I’ll tell 
you that. That will pass, 
hopefully.”

An open house to com-
memorate Martin’s 
service is set for Jan. 
25, 2-4 p.m., at the 
Adams Steakhouse – ap-
propriately nearby the 
Conestogo hall.

Continued from page 3

New Conestogo Chief

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Drainage issues 
took centre stage 
this week as 

Wellesley Township staff 
hosted a public meeting 
in Hawkesville to start 
work on a list of priority 
road concerns within the 
settlement.

“No plans and priorities 
have been established 
and council has made 
no commitments,” Coun. 
Ron Hackett said in 
opening the meeting. 
“Decisions will be made 
at budget time as to what 
may or may not happen 
regarding upgrades.”

About 35 residents 
turned out for the Jan. 
13 meeting held at the 
Hawkesville Community 
Centre. Most of those 
who attended live on Ged-
des Street; they brought 
a number of concerns 
with them, most of which 
were focused on improve-
ments to drainage along 
the roadway.

Several residents com-
plained of water pooling 
on their property – most 
of whom noted that their 
houses sit below the road 
level. Concerns were also 

Geddes Street needs work, say residents
Public meeting sees a number of concerns raised about drainage

raised about water pool-
ing on sidewalks, which 
also sit lower than the 
roadway.

“When they paved the 
road a number of years 
ago, they raised the road 
about two-and-a-half feet 
and now our house is 
down low and our front 
lawn is always under 
water,” said one Geddes 
Street resident.

“We have two storm 
drains on our property 
and the water doesn’t hit 
them. It just runs right 
down beside our garage 
and washes out every-
thing.”

Further concerns 
came forward about the 
amount of truck traffic 
and speed through the 
community.

“These roads are not 
just for driving … they’re 
also walking courses for 
people in Hawkesville. 
There’s a lot of walkers 
in Hawkesville,” a con-
cerned resident said.

“I wouldn’t mind seeing 
40 [km/h] in my face oc-
casionally.

“There are places where 
we have heavy trucks 
going right down near 
embankments, that I 
don’t think helps slopage 

at all,” he added.
Based on an initial in-

spection of roads within 
Hawkesville, the top pri-
orities are improvements 
to Geddes Street, between 
Ament Line and Broad-
way Street, and Broadway 
Street from Geddes Street 
to Hergott Road.

“Of course, through 
this process that may 
change,” noted Will 
McLaughlin, director of 
public works.

“There was nothing 
insurmountable,” he said 
of the concerns raised 
during the meeting.

Those in attendance 
were asked to fill out a 
comment questionnaire 
about the condition of 
the road and drainage 
in front of their property. 
Questionnaires are due 
back at the township of-
fice as soon as possible.

Once received, the com-
ments will be analyzed 
and a priority list will be 
presented to council for 
funding consideration 
during budget discussions. 
A second public meeting 
will also be organized to 
share the findings with 
the residents.

“We realize that, de-
pending on what funding 
is available, this may be 
a long-term plan,” said 
McLaughlin. “Eventu-

ally, we will see the 
majority of Hawkesville 
roads improved in one 
way or another.”

Based on the informa-
tion contained within the 
questionnaire responses, 
McLaughlin said he 
hopes to get started on 
some form of road im-
provement “however 
small” later this year or 
early in 2005.

“There’s engineering to 
be done, there’s surveys 
to be done. Based on the 

responses we get back, 
we want to know where 
to start.”

The idea to host a public 
meeting to discuss the 
roads came after casual 
discussions with Hack-
ett and the public works 
committee, explained 
McLaughlin. From his 
experience in the field, 
road projects are gener-
ally based on complaints 
received, he suggested.

“I have none registered 
from Hawkesville. So we 

can’t base our actions on 
that, we have to base our 
actions on things like 
this,” he said holding up 
the questionnaire.

“One of the things I’ve 
learned [since joining 
the township staff in 
August] is that commu-
nity involvement is at 
the centre of everything 
around here. It’s quite re-
freshing compared to my 
experience in Kitchener, 
or anywhere else for that 
matter.”

A BAD DAY FOR DRIVING  Wintry weather played a role in this three-vehicle collision at 12:30 p.m. Jan. 
13 at the intersection of Floradale Road and Jesse Place. The mini van and a cube truck were northbound 
on Floradale Road when the mini van slowed to turn left onto Jesse Place. The trailing cube truck was 
unable to stop and attempted to pass on the left. At the same time, a southbound car appeared from the 
blowing snow and struck the passing truck, sending the car off the road. The cube truck also struck the 
waiting mini van. Damage was moderate. No one was injured in the collision and no charges were laid.

WINTER WHITEOUT

RICHARD VIVIAN
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» Called to service
After 25 years with the 
department, Conestogo’s Dave 
Martin has passed the torch to 
another veteran, Steve Wendell. 
Their contribution is indicative 
of the years of service offered 
by the townships’ many 
volunteer firefighters.

» Tequila Sheila
In a bout of “I’m taking my ball 
home,” Liberal MP Sheila Copps 
is contemplating a switch to the 
NDP. A longtime embarrassment, 
she feels she’s being snubbed by 
the new prime minister, having 
been dropped from cabinet. Could 
Paul Martin be any happier?

» New map, same trip
Neither side seems capable 
of learning anything as the 
Palestinian issue continues to 
fester. Islamic fundamentalists 
continue the bombings; Israeli 
hardliners clamp down; a new 
wave of grievances is born. 

It’s a revenue generator, absolutely.

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty reveals the real reason behind the proposed reinstatement of photo radar.

Ain’t right to go gougin’ your customers 

Report gives 
McGuinty shocker

Liberals need to 
get the picture

I was talkin’ to a friend 
of mine who just 
moved, though why 

in blazes he’d want to be 
doin’ that in January is 
anybody’s guess. He was 
plenty riled up about 
some of those extra costs 
them monopolies wanted 
to charge him – and I 
gotta say I’d be plenty 
steamed, too.

 It seems like all them 
folks – the phone, the ca-
ble, the hydro, the gas, and 
what not – all want money 
for connection charges 
and setting up accounts. 
Maybe it’s just me, but 
ain’t that just part of their 
business? Puttin’ your 
information into a file is 
just something a company 
does – on paper when I was 
a younger man, and now 
on computers.

How folks justify puttin’ 
on a fee just to start bilk-
ing you out of your money 
each month is totally be-
yond me. Imagine the fella 
at the store chargin’ you 
$75 extra ‘cause he’s got to 
ring up the cash register 
and fill out a warranty 
form. You’d scream bloody 
murder. And that’s doin’ a 
lot more than any of them 
utility companies got to 
do, especially considerin’ 
you’re already a customer. 

It’s just highway robbery, 
pure and simple.

Instead of playing flower 
girl at gay weddings, may-
be our politicians ought to 
spend more time clamping 
down on crooks like this.
REAL LEADERSHIP NEEDED 

TO UNITE THE RIGHT
I ain’t none too im-

pressed with what folks 
are doing with that new 
Conservative Party. I’m 
aiming to give ‘em my sup-
port, but I’m thinkin’ they 
need to do something with 
the leadership race. We 
only got two fellas runnin’ 
so far.

Now, Harper is an okay 
fella, but he ain’t no dy-
namo. What we really 
need is a crackerjack like 
Preston Manning back 
in the saddle – I still ain’t 
sure what was so wrong 
with Reform that folks felt 
it was necessary to keep 
tinkerin’ under the hood. 
Now look what we got. 

If Preston can’t be talked 
into runnin’ again, maybe 
they ought to be workin’ 
a little harder on Ralph 
Klein. Now there’s a fella 

who calls a spade a spade. 
And he’s pretty handy 
with a buck – it ain’t no 
surprise that they got a 
budget under control in 
Alberta, and no sales tax, 
to boot. He knows what 
folks want: give ‘em lower 
taxes and less government 
and they’ll vote you in ev-
ery time.

Instead, we got too many 
former Tories tryin’ to 
gum the works. There 
ain’t no call to be worrin’ 
about the separatists in 
Quebec, nor them as is 
on the dole in other parts. 
That’s just the kind of 
thinkin’ that got the To-
ries in trouble in the first 
place – their record since 
the shameful Mulroney 
years ain’t no model for 
buildin’ the new party. 

If they do it right, stickin’ 
to proper values and all, 
you’ll see some sweat 
comin’ from that Martin 
fellow.
MOVE TO THE LEFT, LEAVE 

BRAINS AT THE DOOR
I see how the new lefties 

at Queen’s Park is already 
movin’ away from some of 

the commonsense chang-
es made by Mike Harris. 
This latest one really 
don’t make no sense un-
less you got mush where 
your brains should be: 
the government is back-
ing down on the lifetime 
ban for those who commit 
fraud on the social assis-
tance programs.

It’s bad enough that we’re 
coddling folks with money 
for nothin’ – some of ‘em 
ain’t never paid a dime into 
the system – but now we’re 
tellin’ ‘em that it’s okay to 
lie and steal on account of 
we won’t cut off the funds 
if they get caught. What 
kind of nonsense is that? 
How could anybody, even 
a weepy lefty, let that 
happen – it’s like lettin’ 
the employee who’s been 
skimming from the till get 
his job back.

I don’t hold with folks 
gettin’ money just for the 
askin’, but if you’re goin’ 
to do it, it’s only right 
that there be some rules 
attached. 

Hell, any child knows 
you can only push so far 
before your parents dole 
out the punishment. Ap-
parently, even something 
that simple’s too com-
plicated for Liberals to 
understand.

The news keeps moving from bad to worse for the 
McGuinty government as it tries to implement 
something – anything – from its assortment of 
campaign promises.

The latest setback involves an electrical industry 
report prepared for the Ministry of Energy; it warns 
that the province is facing a looming energy shortage, 
putting a serious damper on Liberal plans to decommis-
sion Ontario’s coal-fired generating stations. Without 
serious conservation measures and the development of 
new capacity, we’re in growing danger of missing the 
mark, even with the continued use of coal.

This, of course, puts all kinds of pressure on Mc-
Guinty, who has been under fire from his first day in 
office for backpedaling on his election promises. On-
tarians, understandably, are already getting tired of 
the blame-the-Tories line – no matter how appropriate. 
With this week’s report, the Liberals seem destined to 
reverse course on yet another plan: with last summer’s 
power woes – not to mention the Tories’ ill-advised price 
deregulation – still fresh in our minds, we’re likely to be 
more concerned with a secure supply of electricity than 
with where it came from.

But even if the public accepts the continued use of coal-
fired stations, there’s the issue of increased capacity. The 
Liberal government found the cupboard bare, but build-
ing new capacity in the electrical grid does not come 
cheap – as the billions in cost overruns in the nuclear 
program has clearly, and painfully, illustrated.

Undoubtedly, the government will come under fire from 
every quarter, with varying groups calling for complete-
ly incompatible goals. It will be a no-win situation for the 
government.

Privatization zealots – the kind that hoped to line their 
pockets with public assets courtesy of Mike Harris and 
Ernie Eves – will soon be calling for McGuinty to go down 
that road, thus sparing the government’s coffers. That 
they alone would profit while prices rose dramatically 
and supplies were actually reduced (see California, State 
of) would not become apparent until it was too late, ironi-
cally leaving the government on the hook at a later date. 

No, that’s clearly not the road to take. The status quo, 
and the tried-but-no-so-true measures that got us here, is 
no option either. Perhaps it’s time for a real investigation 
of alternative methods that have received short shrift for 
so long. Maybe it’s time for McGuinty to show that his 
is really a different government – there’s one promise 
worth keeping. 

Perhaps Premier Dalton McGuinty is planning to 
pay for new generators on the backs of Ontario’s 
drivers – it appears the unlamented photo radar 

scheme is back on the agenda.
Looking for money, and lots of it, the Liberals are ap-

parently reviewing many options to increase revenues 
– watch for the fees you pay for such things as your li-
cence plate sticker to rise, perhaps dramatically. Among 
the ideas being bandied about is the return of photo ra-
dar, a cash grab, pure and simple.

Universally detested, the scheme did nothing to im-
prove highway safety – the rationale offered by the Rae 
government that introduced it – but did wonders for 
government coffers. Aside from that obvious problem, 
photo radar also represents an invasion of privacy, the 
thin edge of a very troublesome wedge we’ll be seeing 
more of in this digital age.

If this is a trial balloon, McGuinty and company 
should quickly deflate it – a government incapable of 
delivering on its election promises is in no position to 
start introducing new (and feeble-minded) programs it 
never mentioned … and none of us wants. 
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“What was your
favourite movie

from 2003?”

Marie McDougall Kevin Broughm Laurie Brubacher Adam Brown

RUNNING OUT OF IDEAS FOR REALITY TV SHOWS, PRODUCERS COME
TO ELMIRA TO FILM “THE SIMPLE LIFE 2: THE REAL SIMPLE LIFE”

“I only went to one 
movie in 2003 and I don’t 
remember the name of it. 
I don’t go to too many 
movies.”

“[Lord of the Rings:] Re-
turn of the King. I waited 
all year to see it.”

“I don’t go to the mov-
ies.”

“I definitely have to 
say Lord of the Rings. I 
just liked all the fight-
ing scenes and the cool 
effects.”

Dr. Foth

ALLAN FOTHERINGHAM

Ode to an old-time newspaperman who always thought big

Letters to the Editor

Canada’s best read 
political columnist.

 See NDP page 8

The four Toronto pa-
pers last week were 
full of tributes for 

Doug Creighton, the most 
unusual newspaperman 
in Canada, who died after 
a lengthy struggle with 
Parkinson’s disease. The 
Toronto Sun gave it space 
worthy of a dead prime 
minister. And for good 
reason.

One day in 1971, the 
late John Bassett, then 
publisher of the Toronto 
Telegram, figured out he 
could make more money 
by selling his subscrip-
tion list to the Toronto 
Star than keeping his pa-
per alive.

Two days later, fierce 
Tely warriors Big 
Red Creighton, Peter 
Worthington and Doug 
Hunt birthed Canada’s 
first tabloid paper. They 
sat on orange crates in 
a building without heat. 
Pierre Berton, the sage 
of all he surveyed, pre-
dicted it would last six 
months.

One day Big Red de-
cided that everyone on 
staff would get a “blah” 
day in February – when 
the post-Christmas chills 
were settling in. Take the 
day off, go to a movie, get 
drunk, whatever. He de-
cided that every woman 
on staff would get an 

envelope filled with cash. 
Not to go home to put it in 
the joint bank account. 
Go out and spend it – on 
your hair, new clothes, 
whatever. He decided 
that every employee of 
the Toronto Sun, after 10 
years in harness, would 
get a two-month sabbati-
cal. Paid.

One day Big Red decided 
to make me the most-hat-
ed journalist in Canada. 
He took me to lunch at 
the Toronto Club, the wa-
tering hole for that city’s 
tycoons, and gave me a 
dreadful assignment. To 
spend the next year find-
ing the 10 most expensive 
resorts in the world.

A bachelor at the time, I 
explained to him if I went 
on such a lousy assign-
ment to find the 10 most 
expensive resorts in the 
world I would find them 
filled with rich Ameri-
can couples, rich British 
couples, rich German 
couples and I would find 
myself sitting talking to 
the bartender, no partner 
to play tennis doubles. 
“Of course,” he said, 
“put it on the expense 
account, but don’t show it 
on the expense account. 
Take who you want.”

And so it went. Two 
stops in the Caribbean. 
Fiji, at a $1,000-a-night 

joint where Peter Munk 
sent Conrad and Barbara 
for their honeymoon. Bali 
and Thailand. A castle in 
Ireland. A castle in Scot-
land. Two stops in France. 
One in Morocco. And so I 
walked back into the Sun 
newsroom, newly tanned, 
becoming the most hated 
scribbler in the land. I 
didn’t blame them.   

When all the big news-
paper chains in the U.S 
and Canada, frightened 
by television, were clos-
ing afternoon papers 
– Winnipeg Tribune down, 
Ottawa Journal down 
(surprisingly, ahem, on 
the same day) – Big Red 
was opening newspa-
pers, tabloids in Ottawa, 
Calgary, Edmonton, buy-
ing the Houston Post. He 
asked me if he started a 

tab in Washington D.C., 
where I was residing, 
would I become editor. I 
said, “Big Red, you start 
the paper. And then ask 
me.” Didn’t happen.

One day, Big Red took 
100 of us to London for 
one of his yearly “semi-
nars.” He took us all 
to see Phantom of the 
Opera. He hired, for one 
night, the famed country 
estate of Clivedon, where 
the War Minister John 
Profumo got into naked 
midnight trouble with 
party prostitutes Chris-
tine Keeler and Mandy 
Rice-Davies in a scandal 
that brought down the 
Harold Macmillan Con-
servative government.

And hired, this same 
night, the entire Grena-
dier Guards band, which 

marched on the Clivedon 
lawn to perform for us 
before dinner. Among 
the 100 were the press-
room foremen from the 
Calgary and Edmonton 
papers, along with their 
wives who had never 
been further than Cam-
rose. They worship Big 
Red to this day. Newspa-
per unions never had a 
chance penetrating the 
Sun chain.

One day Maclean-
Hunter got control of the 
Toronto Sun; boss Ron 
Osbourne and Herbie 
Solway, a lawyer, went 
to Big Red’s office to tell 
him he was no longer. 
Big Red roared, “Get out 
of my office!” He picked 
up his phone and called 
his beloved Marilyn. She 
was in her car on a high-
way. He instructed her to 
pull over and stop, afraid 
she would end up in the 
ditch at the news. He told 
her they were flying that 
night to New York.

They went to their fa-
vorite restaurant. The 
door opened and Ron Os-
bourne and wife walked 
in. They saw Big Red, 
turned and fled.

One day, a Bay Street 
guy approached and had 
an idea. The three of us 
would buy the Sun. Big 
Red would supply his 
name and reputation, I 
would supply the flash 
and the Bay Street guy 
would supply the money. 
Big Red, in retirement, 
said okay as long as he 
had a downtown office, a 
car and a driver. It wasn’t 
necessary, but Big Red 
always thought big. The 
Bay Street guy didn’t 
understand, Big Red 
decided he didn’t want 
to deal with a nitpicker. 
And the dream died.

In my long life, I have 
never changed my mind 
about a man as much as I 
did about Big Red. I never 
once saw him angry. He 
was unique. 

To the Editor,
I am very disappointed 

in the council that I 
helped to vote in. First 
was the losing of the 
raceway and slots – what 
would Woolwich do with  
$1.5 million a year, any-
way? I shudder to think: 
a new arena?

This passing of the 
new food store just ut-
terly disgusts me! Zehrs 
is a part of National 
Grocers overall picture. 
What happened to them 
14 years ago? The store 
didn’t make the profit it 
was expected to make, so 
it closed. What is going 
to happen to Selby’s and 
IGA? Do you care? Obvi-
ously not. Someone is 
going to suffer and close 
their doors.

Also why hurt the 
downtown stores by 
putting it so far out of 
town. We have enough 
trouble keeping business 
in town.

Disappointment with 
poor decisions by 
current council

I thought the council 
was here to protect the 
town and help it, not to 
destroy. Where will the 
new store be in 20 years 
– opened or closed? You 
refused Wal-Mart years 
ago, so why change your 
mind now?

Sandra Fletcher
Elmira

Pro-Liberal Johnson 
should watch the NDP

To the Editor,
As a New Democrat, I 

am amused that letter-
writer Mark Johnson, an 
avowed Chrétien idolizer, 
previously fretted about 
the status of the new fed-
eral Conservative Party. 
Perhaps Liberals only 
pretend to be concerned 
about the Conservatives, 
while they warily eye the 
NDP’s growing strength 
nationally. The Liberals 
should worry.

The historical fact is 
that our Liberal MP clear-
ly would have lost the 
elections in Waterloo-Wel-
lington in 1997 and 2000, if 



LEFT OF
CENTRE
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Brewery vs. grow op: Why the distinction?

NDP becoming real 
opposition to Liberals

the old Conservatives and 
Reform/Canadian Alli-
ance parties had fielded 
one candidate jointly. 
Obviously, our backbench 
Liberal MP is in a vulner-
able position for the next 
federal election.

In my partisan view, lo-
cal voters now have a clear 
choice between just two 
parties – the NDP and the 

Continued from page 7

As one who has 
made a conscious 
personal choice 

not to indulge in either 
substance, it has always 
puzzled and amused me 
to observe the stark con-
trast between how our 
society deals with alco-
hol and how it deals with 
marijuana. That double 
standard was never 
more apparent than last 
week, when more than a 
hundred police officers 
raided a huge marijuana 
grow operation located 
in the former Molson 
brewery facility in Bar-
rie (with some 30,000 
pot plants seized, it was 
reportedly “the largest 
and most sophisticated 
marijuana operation in 
Canadian history”).

I waited in vain for 
someone else to point 
out the great irony of 
the situation. As long as 
the building was being 
used to produce one type 
of intoxicant – alcohol 
– its proprietors were 
considered model cor-
porate citizens. A park, 
a major street and at 
least one sports facility 
in the city were named 
after the company, and 
governments at all levels 
were happy to share in 
the company’s profits, 
through the collection of 

property, sales and alco-
hol taxes. 

But, when another 
group of entrepreneurs 
set up shop to produce 
another type of intoxi-
cant – marijuana – they 
were labeled as criminals 
and found themselves 
arrested, while their 
product and equipment 
were seized.

So, why the distinction 
between different forms 
of intoxicants being 
manufactured in the 
same beer vats? Clearly 
our governments and 
law enforcement officials 
believe that alcohol is a 
good thing, while mari-
juana is a bad thing. The 
reality is a little more 
complicated. 

The Canadian Medi-
cal Association (CMA) 
calls the negative health 
effects of moderate mari-
juana use “minimal.” 
A 2002 Senate commit-
tee report indicated 
“scientific evidence over-
whelmingly indicates 
that cannabis is substan-
tially less harmful than 
alcohol and should be 
treated not as a criminal 
issue but as a social and 
public health issue.” 

Eugene Oscapella, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Canadian Foundation 
for Drug Policy argues 

that “our current drug 
laws fund organized 
crime, they fund terror-
ist groups around the 
world. Our policies that 
we build around this 
drug are far more harm-
ful than the drug itself.”

Pot wasn’t even illegal in 
Canada until 1923, when 
it was included in the list 
of substances banned un-
der the Opium and Drug 
Act, although no charges 
were laid until 1937, and 
charges did not exceed 
100 per year until 1966. 
That law was replaced 
by the Controlled Drugs 
and Substances Act in 
1997, but the penalties 
for possessing marijuana 
remained in place. 

In 2001, Parliament 
passed a law legalizing 
the use of marijuana for 
medicinal purposes only 
(there are currently just 
under 600 Canadians who 
have the government’s 
permission to smoke 
pot). And, in one of the 
few legislative initiatives 
on which Jean Chrétien 
and Paul Martin agree, 
the federal government 
is promising to decrimi-

nalize the possession 
of small amounts of pot 
(and to think it’s only 
been 30 years since the 
LeDain Commission first 
called for such a change). 
It would still be illegal, 
but in the same way that 
jaywalking and park-
ing at an expired metre 
are illegal. The penalty 
would be more akin to a 
traffic ticket than to the 
criminal sanctions that 
are currently aimed at 
recreational users.

According to an esti-
mate by the CMA, 1.7 
million Canadians smoke 
marijuana recreationally, 
so prohibition doesn’t ap-
pear to be achieving its 
objective. Approximately 
600,000 Canadians have 
criminal records for 
marijuana possession, 
and as many as 30,000 
people have their names 
added to that list every 
year. The CMA supports 
decriminalization, noting 
that “a criminal record 
effectively bars young 
people from getting jobs 
and opportunities, includ-
ing getting into medical 
school.” 

Even the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs 
of Police advocates de-
criminalization, saying 
prosecuting people for 
small amounts ties up 
scarce resources (like 
those hundred officers 
involved in the raid at the 
brewery). Toronto Police 
Chief Julian Fantino, 
traditionally a staunch 
hardliner on “law and 
order” issues, told the 
Senate committee that he 
believed in “not having 
to burden the criminal 
justice system on certain 
offences involving very 
small amounts of mari-
juana where there are no 
other complicating fac-
tors involved.”

I’m one of many people 
who think that the 
long-promised decrimi-
nalization doesn’t go far 

enough (the aforemen-
tioned Senate report 
advocated it). Why not 
treat marijuana the same 
as alcohol, with produc-
ers, retailers and users 
being strictly subject to 
a variety of controls and 
the government taking 
a cut of the proceeds in 
order to fund programs? 
If that were to happen 
– and I think that it will 
likely be at least a decade 
before legalization gains 
sufficient political sup-
port to pass – we may one 
day be celebrating the 
great economic develop-
ment potential presented 
by the conversion of 
abandoned breweries 
into marijuana grow 
operations, instead of 
descending upon those 
operations with a hun-
dred police officers.

Liberals, because the con-
servative Liberals have 
successfully implemented 
the essence of Brian 
Mulroney’s and Preston 
Manning’s economic and 
social policies.

In effect, the Liberals 
have rendered the new 
Conservatives redundant. 

Meanwhile, although 
the Liberals protest that 
they genuinely care about 
everyone’s well-being, they 
claim we can’t afford the 
programs Canadians val-
ue. However, they continue 
to cut taxes for the upper 
crust, like the $4.4 billion 
for big corporations. 

Furthermore, judging 
by their stated priorities 
and the new Cabinet, the 
Paul Martin Liberals 
are leading Canada ever 
more deeply into eco-
nomic, political-military, 
and cultural integration 
with the U.S. 

The NDP emphasizes 
environmental well-be-
ing and our capacity to 
protect our ecosystem; 
economic well-being for 
all, based on socially 
responsible taxation; 
viable, non-profit social 
programs, like health 
care, post-secondary edu-
cation, social housing, 
and the end of child pov-
erty; and a foreign policy 
committed to peacemak-
ing, not peacekeeping in 
U.S. operations. 

In fact, the NDP agenda 
corresponds to what 
most Canadians desire 
for themselves and the 
nation.

Local Liberals do have 
reason to be wary about 
the federal election, 
because they and Paul 
Martin are out of touch 
with Canadians’ aspira-
tions. Local voters just 
might choose a strong, 
visionary NDP candi-
date to give voice to their 
heartfelt concerns and 
an early retirement to 
our undistinguished MP.

Richard Walsh-Bowers
Glen Allan
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December construction caps strong 2003 Housing starts best in 15 years                                   Home Hardware posts record sales levels
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Reacting to an Amer-
ican study released 
last week, local fish 

experts say farmed fish 
remains a safe, healthy 
food source.

The study reports 
farmed salmon have 
higher concentrations of 
toxins, including PCBs 
(polychlorinated biphe-
nyls), than wild salmon.

The study showed 
farmed salmon had an 
average PCB level of 36.6 
parts per billion (ppb), 
compared to 4.75 ppb for 
wild salmon. The Cana-
dian Food Inspection 
Agency website lists the 

Farmed fish latest food under the microscope
Experts react to study showing higher contaminant levels, especially in Europe
limit of PCB in any fish 
product as 2,000 ppb. Fish 
exceeding that limit can’t 
be sold in Canada.

“I think the headlines 
are giving a lot of concern 
to consumers,” said Jeff 
Mountjoy, a representa-
tive for Elmira-based 
Martin Mills, which pro-
duces feed for fish farms. 
“But even the levels of 
contaminants in farmed 
salmon are well below 
the guidelines set out by 
Health Canada. The levels 
are higher than wild fish, 
and that’s to be expected, 
actually, because in the 
ocean they get a lot more 
variety of food.”

Farmed fish eat primar-
ily a mix of ground fish 

and oils; fish fat (oil) 
tends to collect toxins 
throughout the lifecycle, 
and the more consumed, 
the higher the concentra-
tion.

“Our guidelines in buy-
ing these products (fish 
oil, etc.), are 600 ppb, let 
alone what would be the 
accumulated amount,” 
Mountjoy said, noting 
the Martin Mills product 
uses herring oil. “The 
industry would tell you 
it’s to be expected to find 
higher levels in the farm 
product versus the wild.”

As a result of concerns 
about toxin levels in 
animal feed, the fish food 
industry is looking into 
alternative options such 

as soybean and canola oil 
to replace fish oil.

“Over recent years we’ve 
seen major advancements 
in feed where we’re actu-
ally using less fish meal 
and fish oil in our [feed],” 
he said.  “The industry’s 
addressing that and using 
the best quality ingredi-
ents we have available 
to us.

“The salmon industry 
faces big challenges,” he 
added, noting the study 
flagged farmed fish 
in Europe as having 
higher concentrations 
of toxins than those 
in North America. “In 
Europe, for example, the 
waters are more polluted 
over there. It’s more criti-

cal for them to advance 
their feeds along at a good 
pace, because this kind of 
exposure is not positive 
for them.”

But if consumers are con-
cerned about farmed fish, 
they should be equally 
concerned about other 
food they eat as well.

“We are getting exposed 
to these things in very low 
concentrations in a wide 
range of food products that 
we routinely consume,” 
Richard Moccia, Univer-
sity of Guelph aquaculture 
professor and director of 
the Aquaculture Centre, 
said.

Recent news coverage, 
with recommendations 
that people eat less farm 

raised fish because of the 
toxins, are expected to 
impact public perception 
of the industry.  But Moc-
cia said consumers should 
not be alarmed.

“Every other food agency 
that we deal with in the 
industrialized world is say-
ing they’re perfectly safe 
– the levels are well below 
any level we would regard 
as having a health impact,” 
Moccia said. “The conclu-
sion is, there is no risk at 
these levels that are in the 
fish, and in fact, the car-
diovascular benefits so far 
outweigh the potential neg-
ative consequences that it’s 
a no-brainer to maintain 
and even increase our cur-
rent consumption levels.”

Insurer picks Wellesley man
Rev. Dr. Dieter Kays set to take the reigns of Lutheran Life in April, after current president retires

TAKING THE REIGNS  Bamberg’s 
Dieter Kays has been named the new 
president of Lutheran Life Insurance. He 
starts his new position in April.

PASSING THE TORCH  Current 
Lutheran Life president Stephen Taylor,  
set to retire in January, plans to dedicate 
his time to singing and volunteer work.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With its current 
president prepar-
ing for retirement, 
Lutheran Life 

Insurance Society of Canada 
– one of the country’s largest 
fraternal insurance providers 
– is looking to go in new direc-
tions under the leadership of 
incoming president Rev. Dr. 
Dieter Kays of Bamberg.

“I’m very excited about the 
new challenges. Obviously 
there’s a certain amount of 
anxiousness about moving 
into a new position… but I look 
forward to working in the new 
position,” he told the Observer 
from Calgary, where he was 
visiting this week.

“Lutheran Life is, in many 
ways, more than simply an 
insurance company. It’s also a 
fraternal company that is there 
to benefit the members and al-
low the members to live their 
values in the communities in 
which they live and to, through 
the company, do good work and 
help particular causes in those 
communities.”

Lutheran Life is a member-
ship organization that provides 
Lutherans and Anglicans with 

financial protection programs, 
administering more than 
$375 million in assets across 
Ontario, British Columbia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Mani-
toba, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island.

Kays is currently chief ex-
ecutive officer for Lutherwood 
Community Opportunities 
Development Association in 
Waterloo, a non-profit social 
services organization serv-
ing Waterloo Region. The 
organization offers a range of 

employment training, small 
business development, coun-
selling and support programs 
for low-income families.

He joined Lutherwood in 
1974 and was named executive 
director in 1977 and chief ex-
ecutive officer in 1988.

“The values of Lutheran Life 
are very consistent and one 
of the key goals is also very 
consistent with what I’ve been 
involved in for the better part 
of my career,” he said, adding 
the key goal is to make a differ-
ence in the lives of its members 
and their greater communi-
ties.

The Bamberg man was one 
of 40 applicants for the top 
spot at Lutheran Life during a 
national search launched last 
summer.

“Certainly he has strong lead-
ership qualities and very much 
a working knowledge of what 
Lutheran Life is and what it’s 
all about,” said director Dale 
Wilcox, noting Kays has been 
with the society’s board of di-
rectors since 1987 and has been 
chairman since 2000.

“It was three years ago that 
we moved into the Anglican 
market. As a fraternal, we had 
only been selling to the Luther-
an market, but because of a 

Waterloo declaration of the two 
churches working together, we 
were then able to extend into 
the Anglican market. And at 
this juncture, we’re looking at 
what other opportunities there 
are for us. He will lead us in 
that direction,” she explained.

“At this time, fraternals are 
a very small segment within 
the insurance and investment 
community. As such, we really 
feel that we need to further de-
velop that niche market and, 
because Dieter has been part 

of our strategic planning pro-
cess, I think he really grasps 
where we’re going and what we 
need to do. Whether we expand 
services or whether we expand 
what we offer to our member-
ship, those are questions we 
are working on.”

Kays is set to start his new 
position in mid-April, after 
current president Stephen 
Taylor officially retires. At 
that time, Kays will relinquish 
his position as chairman of the 
board.

“I think he’s certainly going 
to bring a different perspec-
tive,” Taylor said of Kays. “His 
background, with what he’s 
done at Lutherwood, especially 
the value system that Luther-
wood has is very consistent 
with Lutheran Life. I think 
that will bring a lot of good 
things to Lutheran Life.

“I’m actually very interested 
in music; I do some singing 
and so on and I want to pursue 
more of that,” Taylor said of his 
retirement plans. “I want to do 
some more travelling and get 
involved in some particular 
volunteer work. There’s a num-
ber of things I want to do.”

Taylor has been with Lu-
theran Life since 1974 and 
president since 1990. 

December was another good month for building in Woolwich, as the 
township issued 12 building permits with a construction value of $1.87 
million. That figure brought the 2003 year-end total to 342 permits issued 
for construction worth $39,287,082.

Woolwich wasn’t the only spot with a building boom in 2003: a year-end 
report from Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation found housing 
starts in the past year were at the highest level since 1988. Last month, the 
seasonally adjusted rate was 217,600 homes, up 6.2 per cent from 2002.

St. Jacobs-based Home Hardware Stores Ltd., celebrating its 40th an-
niversary this year, posted record sales in 2003: $3.8 billion in retail sales, 
doubling the level set just six years ago. The dealer-owned company dis-
tributes to more than 1,000 members across the country. 
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A pair of all-star Jacks Local gymnast finishes well Almost on top of the leader board

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was an undefeated streak 
that sent the Woolwich 
Wildcats Bantam AE team 
all the way to the final 

round of the International 
Silver Stick competition. How-
ever, the streak ended in the 
finals and the North London 
Nationals claimed the title 
with a 3-1 win.

“We had a great weekend, we 
just came up a little flat in the 
last game,” coach Doug Trimble 
told the Observer. “Don’t get me 
wrong, we did extremely well, 
but we’re a little disappointed.

“It’s a pretty neat accomplish-
ment that we went this far. And 
we have another nice banner to 
hang in the arena.”

The local hockey squad 
kicked off the tournament 
– hosted by the Pelham hockey 
club – with a pair of decisive 
victories, beating Parry Sound 
8-1 and Highland Park (from 
Dallas, Texas) 7-0 on opening 
day Jan. 8. 

“Our guys were just right on 
with everything they did,” he 
said of the game against Parry 
Sound. “Highland Park, they 
were a pretty good team. After 
we got up 3-0, they put their 
weaker goalie in to give him 
some work.

“And then things got some-
what tighter,” he said of the 
competition.

The next day, the Wildcats 
faced off against teams from 
Hollydell (New Jersey) and 
Huntsville (Alabama). While 
the teams proved to be a chal-
lenge, Woolwich handed them 
2-1 and 3-0 defeats respectively.

“Hollydell gave us a real 

Bantam AE team gets to finals 
at North American tourney

Wildcats go undefeated until finals, fall 3-1 to North London

CASEY LESSARD

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Before the tourna-
ment even got 
rolling, the Wool-

wich Wildcats Bantam AE 
team had a medal. Player 
Max Schneider kicked off 
the International Silver 
Stick tournament last 
weekend with a first-place 
finish in the accuracy 
round of the skills com-
petition.

“He’s a good player and 
we knew he could shoot 
– he showed everybody,” 
coach Doug Trimble said 
of Schneider. “He did a 

Schneider takes accuracy medal in skills competition
“We knew he could shoot – he showed everybody,” says coach

great job on the shooting. 
He puts in all kinds of ef-
fort.” 

Facing nine competitors, 
Schneider hit more tar-
gets than anyone else – the 
targets being positioned 
in the four corners of the 
net. The local lad nailed 
two of the targets to claim 
the distinction of having 
the most accurate shot.

“They were pretty 
small,” Schneider said of 
the targets.

The 14-year-old Elmira 
resident – who also placed 
third in the hardest slap 
shot competition – said 
he’s not usually much of 

than a wrist shot,” he said 
of his approach to the 
competition. “It makes 
[the puck] saucer in the 
air instead of wobble.”

All the other competi-
tors used wrist shots, he 
added.

Considering the first 
place medal, Schneider 
added that he may try 
to take a few more shots 
during play than he previ-
ously would have.

“I try to set up my other 
teammates,” he said of his 
game strategy.

Schneider’s strong per-
formances are something 
to be proud of, noted Trim-

ble, particularly because 
of the way team represen-
tatives for the competition 
were selected.

“Most of the teams 
picked their number one 
player – their captain, 
their superstar, whatever. 
Our captain was already 
going on the ice with me 
for the opening ceremony 
… so Max was selected by 
a random draw.”

The Wildcats went on 
to finish second in the 
tournament, losing only 
the championship game 
against North London 
– who took the champion-
ship with a 3-1 win.

a scorer for the Wildcats, 
noting that most of his 
accuracy comes from just 

“shooting around” during 
practices.

“It’s more of a snap shot 

CASEY LESSARD

battle. They were fast and a 
fairly physical team. It was 
surprising just how fast and 
how physical some of these 
American teams were,” the 
coach said. “Our guys stood up 
really well. Everybody played 

very well on the weekend.”
The game against Huntsville 

marked the second tournament 
shutout for goaltender Adam 
Moore.

“We gave up seven goals in six 
games and one of them was an 

empty-netter,” Trimble said in 
noting the strength of Moore’s 
performance.

In the semifinal round Jan. 
10, Woolwich continued its un-
defeated steak, downing Oro, 
Ontario in a 3-2 decision.

And in the finals, the Wild-
cats faced off against the only 
other undefeated team – North 
London, Ontario.

“The bounces just didn’t go 
our way,” Trimble said of the 

 See BANTAMS page 13

A duo from the Wellesley Applejacks is set to hit the ice today with the 
McConnell Conference all-star team, which is competing for the junior 
development all-star title. Lacing up for the game – to be played in Lu-
can, starting at 7:30 p.m. – are Reed McCall Stroh and Dave Munroe.

Facing 17 girls in competition, Andree Loucks, 13, of the Woolwich Cardinals 
Gymnastics Club claimed fourth place at last weekend’s Gymnastics Energy 
International Invitational Meet in St. Catharines. Loucks finished third in bars, 
fifth in vault, sixth on beam and fourth on floor to land in fourth place overall.

Sugar Kings sniper Jeremy Machin has caught up to Stratford’s Mark Van 
Vliet in the points race. However, with more goals than Machin, Van Vliet 
holds onto the top spot, for now. Both players have 75 points; Machin with 
23 goals and 52 assists; Van Vliet with 38 goals and 37 assists.

ANOTHER BANNER TO HANG  Finishing second in last 
weekend’s International Silver Stick competition, the Bantam 
AE Wildcats have a new trophy and banner to display. From 
left: Tyler Scott, Brad Shantz, Kellen Bolger.

REPRESENTING WOOLWICH  The Major Bantam Woolwich 
Wildcats, seen here after winning a regional Silver Stick 
competition, are heading to an International Silver Stick 
tournament Jan. 22 to 25 in Michigan.

A WINNING EFFORT  Bantam AE Wildcat Tyler Scott celebrates his winning goal against Oro, Ont. in the 
semi-final round of the International Silver Stick competition in Pelham last weekend. The boys made it to 
the finals, but lost to North London 3-1. SPECTRUM IMAGING (www.specimage.com)

TAKING AIM  Bantam AE player Max Schneider took the first-place 
medal in the accuracy competition at the tournament.
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

Winter camping and pastimes of the young & foolish
A person could hard-

ly call themselves 
an outdoorsman 

if they haven’t suffered 
through a bout of winter 
camping. Winter camp-
ing is one of those highly 
romanticized endeavours 
that actually sounds bet-
ter when discussed over 
a hot chocolate by the 
warmth of a wood stove. 
As such, the planning of 
these expeditions usu-
ally coincides with a full 
moon. 

Despite this, many 
people truly enjoy the 
activity, though the fact 
that they live in Florida 
has no small bearing on 
the matter. 

I did most of my winter 
camping when I was con-
siderably younger. It may 
have had something to do 
with stupidity, which, as 
I recall, ran rampant at 
the time. I’m not saying 
that young people back 
then were less intelligent 
– I can only speak for 
myself. 

Then again, I possessed 
a full head of hair. And if 
you can’t imagine that, 
feel free to use a black 
marker on the photo pro-
vided.

My first taste of freez-
ing in a tent under 
winter skies was courtesy 
of the Canadian Armed 
Forces. I remember ob-

jecting strenuously to the 
concept. But, as the Regi-
mental Sergeant Major 
was well out of earshot, 
these muted whimper-
ings proved fruitless. 

Our platoon marvelled 
at the night stars for four 
fun-filled evenings. The 
sad part was, we did this 
while lying in our tents, 
which had apparently 
suffered the predation 
of 1,000 hungry moths. 
Until recently, I could 
not recollect this with-
out wanting to bayonet a 
snowman.

The military categoriz-
es these periods of vast 
discomfort as winter 
exercises. That term isn’t 
far from wrong as we did 
plenty of jumping jacks 
just to keep warm. Try 
that in 18 layers of cloth-
ing and a parka.

We were taught to stack 
evergreen boughs in-
side the tent to a height 
of three feet or more. 
Theoretically, these were 
to provide us with insu-
lation from the frozen 
ground. In reality, they 
furnished something 
fragrant for our tears to 
freeze to. Incidentally, 
after 30 desperate men 
strip the surrounding 
forest of all limbs, the 
term windbreak only 
refers to the period prior 
to the beans and wieners 

taking effect. Even now 
the phrase “wind in the 
pines” stirs up horrific 
connotations.

Winter camping is very 
much as my wife de-
scribes childbirth – after 
the fact, you’re proud of 
the result and the pain is 
only a distant memory.

So, bolstered by the 
mere fact that I survived, 
I decided to try a recre-
ational winter camping 
trip a couple of years 
later. On that trip, my 
brother, our bewildered 
dog Buck, and I awoke to 
the chattering of teeth in 
a dome tent that touched 
our runny noses, it’s 
shape having been re-
adjusted by a “light” 
snowfall similar to 
those made famous at 
The Donner Pass. The 
catalytic heater would 
have helped, if the flames 
hadn’t froze.

There and then I 
learned that being part 
of a snowdrift isn’t so 
bad. Being on a well-used 
snowmobile trail is. 

Remarkably, after that 
short stint as a speed 
bump, I still return to the 
winter woods with tent, 

backpack, sleeping bag, 
and clear lapse of memo-
ry. The snowy wilds have 

a muted charm. There is 
true beauty in the winter 
stars and joy in a camp-
fire that provides much 
needed warmth. And, as 
I drop off camping equip-
ment for the young fool 
who asked me to help, I 
smile and think of these 
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things before hightailing 
it back to the wood stove.

In truth, I do plan on 
getting out this winter. 
But it may take me a bit 
of time to gather all my 
equipment. I expect I’ll 
have it all ready by about 
July.

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-361059 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521

59 Church St. W. ELMIRA (519) 669-1521

1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

EARLY BIRD Evening Buffet
Monday & Tuesday 5pm -7pm

Continues for a limited time...

Includes soup, our famous Waterloo County Salad Bar,
hot buffet and dessert. 

Winter Billboard

$11.99
(Kids under

 5 yrs. - free!)

Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612 • 1402 King St., St. Jacobs

Sirloin Tip Roasts...................$3.99 lb.

Fresh Pork Sausage.................$1.99 lb.

Stew Beef.............................$3.49 lb.

Smoked Pork Chops................$3.79 lb.

Deli Sliced Black Forest Ham.....$3.99 lb.

Marble Cheese.......................$5.69 lb.

Specials: January 19 to 24

Only In Elmira Every Saturday in January

BREAKFAST
BUFFET Special $5.99Per personCoffee or tea included!Served 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

THERE’S  NOTHING  LIKE
WARM  COOKIES  ON  A  COLD  DAY!

Get the kids together to bake cookies 
fresh from your oven using Stone Crock’s 

convenient frozen cookie dough.

Smartie, Chocolate Chip, Oatmeal Raisin, Peanut Butter
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Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings approached 
their Jan. 11 home 

game feeling the sting of 
a hot goalie, and looking 
to overwhelm the league’s 
lowest ranked team, the 
Orangeville Thunder. 
After falling 3-1 (Blake 
Martin had the lone 
Elmira goal) to Brant-
ford Jan. 10, the Kings 
came out of the gate with 
a vengeance, heading 
out of the first period up 
5-0. The Thunder never 
recovered, giving Elmira 
the 9-1 win.

“We just wanted to win 
the game,” said coach 
John East. “We put in 
a good effort last night 
in Brantford for two 
periods and we ran into 
a hot goaltender. We 
wanted to carry that 
intensity into tonight’s 
game. Orangeville’s had 
their struggles through-
out the year. They go out 
there and they play kind 
of carefree. But they work 
hard and we just wanted 
to make sure that we 
matched their intensity.

“We wanted to try to get 
an early lead, which we 
did. I was pleased with 
their performance.”

“Mentally, we weren’t 
ready tonight,” said 
Orangeville coach Mike 
Trotter. “Tomorrow night 
they’ll make up that 20 
minutes at practice. You 
can’t give up a shift in 
this league. We’re young, 
and we’re learning that. 
We’re learning it the hard 
way.”

The hard lesson be-
gan 30 seconds into the 
Thunder’s first penalty as 
Jeremy Machin scored, 
from Adam McHenry and 
Travis Martin, 5:46 into 
the game. It continued 
4:41 later, on the Thun-
der’s third penalty as 
Machin and Ryan Ben-
esch helped Gary Martin 
score.

Just over five minutes 
later, Machin and Andrew 
Coburn helped Adam 
Love get his first of the 
night with 4:25 remain-
ing in the first. Machin 
picked up his fourth point 

Kings quash Thunder
Take early, convincing lead for 9-1 win

of the night when he and 
Ben Ritsma assisted on 
a Benesch goal with 37 
seconds remaining in the 
period.

And just to add insult 
to injury, Tyler Soehner, 
Travis Martin and Chad 
Swartzentruber teamed 
up for a shorthanded goal 
with one second remain-
ing in the period while 
Love sat in the penalty 
box.

Hoping for a turnaround, 
Orangeville pulled goalie 
Aaron Ferguson, who 
had allowed five goals 
on 14 shots. John Chap-
pell was hoping to fare 
better, but got a rude 
awakening after only 3:28 
in net. That’s when Tra-
vis Martin scored on the 
power play from Machin 
and Benesch. It was the 
only Elmira goal for the 
period, and Orangeville 
was able to claw one back 
– also on the power play 
– less than three minutes 
later while Love sat in the 
box.

Heading into the third, 
the Kings were looking 
to take away any ground 
gained by the Thunder, 
and did so swiftly. For the 
third period in a row, the 
Kings’ first goal was on 
the power play when Ben-
esch, Machin and Soehner 
teamed up 3:19 into the pe-
riod. Benesch got his hat 
trick just over 10 minutes 
later, when scoring part-
ner Machin got his sixth 
assist and seventh point of 
the night. Ritsma got his 
second assist.

Ritsma helped Love 
score his second of the 
night with only 2:18 re-
maining in the period, 
ushering the Thunder 

onto the bus for a very 
long ride home.

Overall, Elmira’s power 
play was 4-for-7 on the 
night, compared to Oran-
geville’s 1-for-9.

Blake Scherer was 
solid, but relatively 
unchallenged in net, fac-
ing less than half of the 
number of shots the two 
Thunder goalies faced. 
John Chappell stopped 21 
of 25 shots he faced in the 
final two periods.

“We played awful the 
first 20 minutes,” Trotter 
said, “just awful. I thought 
the last 40 minutes, we 
competed fairly strong. I 
don’t know whether it was 
they backed off a little bit?  
It’s kind of disappoint-
ing.”

The team was coming off 
their second victory of the 
season against Brantford 
(2-1 overtime win) Jan. 7.

“We told our guys after 
the first period, we’re 
starting with a fresh 
pad of ice and a fresh 20 
minutes. Let’s make sure 
we come into the room at 
the end of that 20 minutes 
no worse than tied. And 
we did. Third period, it 
was our goal to win that 
period or again tie.”

For Elmira, the focus is 
more long-term.

“Right now, we’re chas-
ing down Owen Sound, 
Waterloo and Cambridge,” 
East said of the playoff 
run. “This was a win we 
needed. We wanted to 
make sure we followed 
our game plan, we did the 
things that make us good. 
For the most part we did 
that. And I think the guys 
saw the success they can 
have when they do those 
things.”

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

IS IT IN YET? Elmira’s Justin Piquette hopes his teammate’s shot made it through the defences of 
Orangeville goalie John Chappell. It didn’t, but nine others did as the Sugar Kings routed the Thunder 9-1 
Jan. 11.

TAKING FLIGHT Associate player Tyler Brenner catches air while 
Blake Martin tries to secure his own footing midway through the 
third period.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A classic rivalry 
packed the Welles-
ley Arena Jan. 10 

as the Applejacks hosted 
the Tavistock Braves in 
a high-pitched, fast-paced 
showdown. Despite main-
taining a low scoring tie 
until midway through 
the third, the Wellesley 
effort was for naught as 
the division’s top team 
took a 5-2 win.

“Tavi and Wellesley, 
it’s a long-time rivalry,” 
said coach Chip Seiling. 
“It goes back since we 
started. It’s a good battle. 
It’s fun. You like getting 
involved in a game like 
this. You have to bring 
your best or you’re going 
to finish second.”

“It’s always a treat when 
one team comes into the 
other team’s arena,” 
Braves coach Chad 
Ziegler said of the match-
up. “You know you’re in 
for a good, hard-hitting 
and lots of action game 
no matter where anyone 
is in the standings.

“We’ve had turnouts 
like this in Tavistock, 
too. A lot of kids live 
in New Hamburg area, 
so a lot of relatives and 
friends. They go to school 
with each other so they 
know it’s an important 
win. You don’t want them 
to have the upper hand at 
school the next day.”

Tavistock took that 
upper hand early in 
the game as Jon Witzel 
scored only 1:16 into the 
first, converting a Na-
than Keller pass. That 

Jacks, Braves pack house
Massive crowd witnesses high-energy game

sealed the scoring for 
the first two periods, but 
it wasn’t for lack of try-
ing. Wellesley netminder 
Paul Lane faced 23 shots 
in the first two, compared 
to 21 for Tavistock’s Kris 
Yungblut.

Play intensified head-
ing into the second 
period, and the penalty 
box started warming 
up. While there were a 
handful of penalties in 
the first, each team spent 
the bulk of their overall 
penalty minutes sitting 
in the second.

Regardless of penalty 
time, the game was one 
of the most physical 
and fast-paced in recent 
memory. First period 
interference and high 
sticking penalties were 
replaced by roughing 
penalties in the second.

After the break, Tavis-
tock refocused.

“We had a little chat 
about it,” said Ziegler, 
“righted the ship in the 
third period, and stuck to 
some five-on-five hockey 
and felt we outplayed 
them in the third and got 
a few good bounces.”

The first “good bounce” 
actually went Wellesley’s 
way as Sean Ryan 
smacked one by Yungblut 
to tie the game 4:15 into 
the period. Blake Voison 
and Shane Cicchine drew 
assists.

But Tavistock came 
right back with a 
vengeance. First Will Tot-
tenham scored from Matt 
Trahan 2:20 later. Then 
captain Arik O’Connell 
took the first of two in a 
row 48 seconds later. He 

scored again less than 
four minutes after that; 
David Witzel and Jeff 
Roes (respectively) as-
sisted on the goals.

Down 4-1, Wellesley 
tried to make a late 
comeback as Cicchine’s 
line got their second with 
3:51 to go in the third. 

Voison and Ryan helped 
this time.

But the effort didn’t pay 
off as Adam Scheerer got 
an unassisted goal less 
than two minutes later to 
seal the game at 5-2.

The win came cour-
tesy of excellent play by 
Yungblut, who will start 

for the McConnell Con-
ference in this week’s 
all-star game. He stopped 
28 of 30 overall.

“He’s played terrific for 
us this year,” said Ziegler. 
“He’s a rookie goaltender, 
and he’s [number one] in 
all of Junior D in terms 
of goals against average 

(2.82), so we’re really 
happy with the way he’s 
playing.”

Seiling conceded to 
Yungblut’s skills. “Great 
goaltending on the other 
side, and that was the key 
tonight. Everything we 
shot at their goalie, he 
made the first stop and 
they did a real good job 
of clearing the net,” he 
said.

Lane stopped 36 of 41 for 
Wellesley.

“We got pressure on 
them early and the puck 
just wasn’t bouncing 
our way,” Seiling said. 
“The boys worked hard 
– it’s not that we had a 
lack of effort. Nobody’s 
upset with how we played 
tonight – we just didn’t 
get the breaks. They 
managed to hold back 
that pressure and turn it 
around on us.

“They’re a solid hockey 
club, and I think we’re 
just as solid. We’re very 
even hockey teams and 
it’s exciting. I look for-
ward to playing them in 
playoffs. I’d like to have 
a game like this every 
night.”

final game, which ended 
with a 3-1 score in favour 
of North London. 

“I don’t think anybody 
on our team ever made it 
to the Silver Stick finals 
before,” he said of the 
accomplishment. “It was 
kind of a once in a life-
time thing. I would have 
given anything for them 
to win it.”

Woolwich was first to 
score in the final game. 
Cory Martin – from Brad 
Shantz and Tyler Scott 
– landed a goal about five 
minutes in. However, 
North London responded 
with one of their own in 
the final minute of the 
opening frame.

They doubled their score 
during the second period, 
forcing Woolwich to pull 
its goalie during the final 
seconds of the game in an 
effort to force overtime. 
But with the net empty, 
North London managed 

Continued from page 10 to slip the rubber in one 
more time.

“We’re very, very 
pleased,” Woolwich Minor 
Hockey Association presi-
dent Rob Smyth said of 
the team’s performance, 
as well as that of several 
other teams that placed 
well during regional Sil-
ver Stick competitions. 
“It’s a pretty good start to 
the playoff season.

“The team is a very 
strong team and we’re 
very pleased with how 
they’ve represented them-
selves – certainly that 
says a lot – and how well 
they’ve played.”

Having won a regional 
Silver Stick competition 
in Brampton over the 
holidays, the Major Ban-
tam Wildcats are heading 
to the International Silver 
Stick competition in Port 
Huron, Michigan Jan. 22 
to 25, where they too will 
face teams from across 
North America. 

Bantams come one 
win shy at tourney

Kings in sixth place after loss 
Continued from page 1

them three points ahead 
of us. If we had beat them 
tonight, we would have 
pulled in front of them.”

Elmira holds the sixth 
place spot in the Mid-
western Junior B with 
41 points, trailing Owen 
Sound (44 points), Wa-
terloo (44 points) and 
Cambridge (46 points).

Stratford and Kitchener 
hold the top spots with 
66 and 55 points respec-
tively.

Wednesday’s game in 
Elmira saw the Kings 
take an early lead, but 
they were unable to hold 
onto it. Even when they 
reclaimed the lead, Wa-
terloo nullified it within 
a matter of minutes, 
eventually landing the 
final three goals to win 
5-4.

With Siskin Derrick 
Schultz in the box for 
roughing after the 
whistle, Elmira’s Tyler 
Soehner was the first 
to hit the twine just 
2:28 into the game. Catch-
ing a pass from Adam 
Love, Soehner found the 
sweet spot with a hard 
slap from glove side. 
Also assisting was Chad 
Swartzentruber.

Responding at mid-peri-
od, Waterloo’s Ben Moser 
used a Blake Martin goal-
tender interference 
penalty to even things 
up. Standing in the 
crease, Moser grabbed 
a pass from Jeremy Os-
tapuk to put the rubber 

behind netminder Blake 
Scherer.

Putting the power play 
to work again, the Kings 
retook the lead midway 
through the second pe-
riod. Swartzentruber 
planted one high from in 
front of the net at 10:41. 
Pitching in on the goal 
were Soehner and Gary 
Martin.

But again, the lead was 
short-lived. Waterloo tied 
it up about a minute later 
courtesy of Brock Schul-
tz, from John McCuaig 
and Todd Rogers.

The Kings caught Wa-
terloo off guard at the 
two-minute mark, when 
Gary Martin landed a 
shorthanded goal to fin-
ish the frame in the lead. 

Captain Ken Dunn found 
Martin open just inside 
the blue line and assisted 
on the goal.

Building on the mo-
mentum they built in the 
second period, Elmira 
made it a two-goal lead 
– thanks in part to a 
power play – just over 
a minute into the final 
frame. Steve Reid landed 
the goal, with Andrew 
Coburn assisting.

Despite continued pres-
sure on the Siskin net, 
the Kings were unable to 
beat goaltender Craig Li-
zun again. However, the 
same could not be said 
for Scherer, who gave up 
three goals in the final 14 
minutes of play to accept 
the loss.

“We had a 3-2 lead com-
ing into the third and we 
didn’t want to give it up. 
We came out and we got a 
goal early and I thought 
we were ready to stomp 
on their throats and we 
let them up,” East said of 
the final period. “They’re 
too good of a team. They 
have too many players on 
that team that play with 
character, especially 
with the way the season 
series has gone between 
both teams.”

Additional goals for Wa-
terloo came from Tyler 
Townsend, Bryan Fitzger-
ald and Chris Myers.

Waterloo and Elmira 
always make for a good 
hockey game, often fin-
ishing in a tie situation, 
noted Siskin coach Dave 
Officer.

“Waterloo and Elmira 
being so close, the kids go 
to the same schools and 
they talk – they know 
each other and there’s a 
lot of passion. And when 
there’s a lot of passion, 
it doesn’t matter what 
colour jersey you are, 
you want to play hard 
for your team. I’d have 
to say Elmira worked 
very, very hard out there 
tonight. We were in a 
real nail-biter with them. 
That game could have 
gone either way, it really 
could have.”

The Kings are set to 
take on Kitchener to-
morrow (Jan. 18) in the 
hometown barn. Action 
starts at 7 p.m.

CASEY LESSARD

I SAID STEP BACK A linesman tries to help take control of a third period scuffle during the Wellesley 
Applejacks 5-2 loss to the Tavistock Braves. The heated rivalry between the two teams brought a packed 
house of fans from both teams into the Wellesley Arena.

HIT THE ICE Elmira’s Ryan Benesch takes down Waterloo’s Ben 
Moser midway through the second period.  But it was the Siskins 
who would take down the Sugar Kings in the end, scoring a late 
game goal to win 5-4.

CASEY LESSARD
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Gordon Lightfoot,
BTO, Neil Young,
The Guess Who,

Joni Mitchell and more…
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Comedian looking for another full house Breslau church wants you to be Forgiven Another stab at the acting bug
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was an idea that sprouted 
in Elmira, but grew in the 
United States before tak-
ing shape locally. 

Taking a page from a long-
standing tradition among fans 
of the cult-classic Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show, when Laura 
Griffin first saw Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the 
Black Pearl, she was instantly 
attracted to the story, the char-
acters, everything about it.

Now she’s working to bring 
the movie that made countless 
critics’ top-10 lists for 2003 to a 
new level – one that involves 
costumed audience members 
and talking to the screen.

An interactive viewing of the 
film is set for Feb. 5 at Princess 
Cinema in Waterloo, which 
holds 170 people. Tickets cost 
$10 – available in advance only 
– with $1 from each ticket going 
to the K-W Humane Society.

“My daughter and I went to 
see it, along with a few friends, 
numerous times – over 20 
times we saw it at the theatre. 
We just decided one day that it 
would be really cool to stand 
up and salute Johnny Depp’s 
character Jack Sparrow when 
he stood up to salute the hang-
ing skeletons,” she said of one 
of the movie’s early scenes that 
sparked the interactive idea. 
“So we did that one Sunday 
afternoon … and the people 
behind us really laughed and 
that’s when the wheels started 

Launching interactive Pirates of the Caribbean
Crowd encouraged to dress in costume and talk to the screen during special screening

everything, we yell out ‘Jack, 
wake up’ and then he wakes up 
and looks right at the audience. 
It’s almost as if he’s reacting to 
what you said.”

Scripts and other informa-
tion about the screening 
are available online at 
www.potcinteractive.com.

As well as interacting with 
the film, audience members 
are encouraged to themselves 
take on a pirate role and dress 
appropriately.

“It’s been quite fun. The groups 
who have done this have just 
had a blast with it,” she said. 
“People are just having a fun 
time with it – families are go-
ing out together. Teenagers and 
parents are doing this together, 
which is really neat because 
you don’t often find things that 
they’ll do together.

 “There’s tonnes of fans out 
there. If you’re a fan, you seem 
to be a diehard fan,” Griffin 
said, adding some people are 
travelling great distances to 
attend next month’s show.

“There is a family up in To-
bermory that is coming down 
for this … there’s a family in 
Michigan that’s planning to 
drive six hours to join us … 
and there’s also a member of 
the Web site who lives in Ten-
nessee who, if she can get off 
[work] that week, is planning 
on flying up from Tennessee 
just to go to this thing at the 
Princess Cinema.”

For tickets, contact Princess 
Cinema at 885-2950. The show 
starts at 6:45 p.m.

moving and I thought ‘this is 
the perfect movie to do an in-
teractive with.’”

Soon after that Sunday mati-
nee, Griffin started raising the 
idea of making the show inter-
active with a number of fellow 
fans online. The next thing she 
knew, another fan volunteered 
to set up a Web site and people 
were organizing the screen-
ings all over the United States.

“It’s frustrating because 
Portland has just gone insane 
with this – they have one every 

few weeks; Tampa has had a 
couple; Orlando has had one. 
The States has really picked 
it up,” she said, noting it has 
taken months to organize one 
locally.

“The word is getting around 
because we’re getting hits on 
the Web site every day from 
people in the Kitchener area.”

For anyone planning to at-
tend the interactive show, 
Griffin recommends seeing the 
movie ahead of time and down-
loading a script of interactive 

moments. Several moments 
throughout the movie lend 
themselves well to audience in-
teraction, she explained, using 
a scene from late in the movie, 
when the pirates are wonder-
ing if the curse has been lifted, 
as an example. 

“One of the pirates says 
‘well how do we tell?’ we yell 
out ‘shoot him Barbossa’ and 
Barbossa pulls out a gun and 
shoots him. Or when Jack’s 
asleep on the beach and Eliza-
beth is burning the rum and 

RICHARD VIVIAN

You might not see the Olsen twins, but some of the comedy might hit 
home as Dave Coulier of Full House fame makes a stop at Kitchener’s 
Centre in the Square Jan. 28. The comedian is still a TV regular, appearing 
on HBO specials. For info, call 578-1570.

Country/Christian performer Jim Witter is set to perform at Breslau Evan-
gelical Missionary Church on Feb. 8. His Forgiven concert will feature tracks 
from his new album, Forgiveness. Tickets for this event are free, but seating 
is limited. Contact the church at 648-2712, or online at www.bemc.ca.

The Caribbean Canadian Association of Waterloo Region is holding 
auditions today (Jan. 17) for its latest production, A Woman Called Truth, 
directed by Elmira’s Gord Davis. Auditions will be held at the K-W Musical 
Productions hall in Kitchener. Call 894-8286.

A LIVELY SHOWING   Elmira’s Laura Griffin’s favourite movie from 2003 is Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Pearl, for which she has organized an interactive screening in Waterloo next month.
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Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

THE ARTS THE ARTS

to Feb. 14 
Waterloo Stage Theatre 

presents 
Steel Magnolias by 

Robert Harling 
Contact Theatre for 

show times. 
For tickets call 
519.888.0000 

Jan. 17 
Kitchener Waterloo 

Little Theatre presents 
January One Act 
Play Weekend 

Contact Theatre for 
show times. Registry 

Theatre. For tickets call 
519.886.0660 

Jan. 17 
NUMUS Concerts 

presents Aunt Isobel: 
Lost & Found 

Contact NUMUS for 
show times. 

Waterloo Rec. 
Complex. 

For tickets call 
519.886.3844 or 

519.886.2375 

Jan. 17 
Nota Bene Period 

Orchestra presents 
The Art of French 
Baroque Dance 

8:00 pm 
Guelph Youth Music 

Centre. 
For tickets call 
519.837.1119 

Jan. 22 to Feb. 7 
Guelph Little Theatre 

presents 
Lost in Yonkers 

Contact Guelph Little 
Theatre for show 

times. 
For tickets call 
519.821.0299 

Jan. 25 
Elora Festival Singers 

presents 
Byrd: Mass for Four 

Voices 
3:00 pm 

St. John’s Church, 
Elora. 

For tickets call 
519.846.9841 

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

L A P S E R I B I D E M T A B
A G O U T I R E M O V E O U R
M O R P H O L O G I C A L P R O
A N T S Y U N I T B L E A K
R E M N O D N A P A I S L E

A G E O L D T A S T E
E T N A H O U S E Y H O U S E Y
S I T E D W E T S E A O R E
S T E L E T I N S P U R N
E R A C U E L O P T E N E T
N E U R A S T H E N I A E D D A

A P A C E U N W E P T
O M A N I H A T E N D R A N
V E L D T T E S T I M A G E
E T A A L P H A P A R T I C L E
R O M T E R E S A C O N K E D
T O O E V E N E R A R I S E S
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HORSES HORSES

HELP WANTED

Part-time Driver/
Warehouse person. Must 
have clean driving record 
and able to work Satur-
days. Some heavy lifting 
involved. Please send re-
sume to: The Sherwin Wil-
liams Paint Co., 571 Weber 
St. N., Waterloo, ON., N2L 
5C6. Fax (519)725-0901. 
Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifi eds.

WORK WANTED

Woman Available for 
elderly care, child care, 
cooking, housework. Live 
in, 5 day week. Write to: 
15 Ruggles Rd., Floradale, 
ON, N0B 1V0.

UNDER $50

Moffat Built in range 
and oven. $50 o.b.o. Call 
(519)595-2922. 

UNDER $50

4 Pairs of ladies skates 
sizes 7, 8, 9, 10. One pair 
of men‘s skates size 7. $10 
per pair. Call 638-2359. 
Dwarf Hamsters - ba-
bies, males $7.50, females 
$10.00. Very friendly. Call 
Laura (519)669-0334. 

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitting Available 
in our Wallenstein home. 
Full or part-time. Call 669-
4812. 
Child Care Required in 
our home 5 times a month. 
Starting the end of Jan. 
Send references to “Al-
lison“, General Delivery, 
Elmira, ON, N3B 2N1.

HEALTH CARE

MCS? Skin challenges? 
Discover the Arbonne dif-
ference. Formulated in 
Switzerland, botanically 
based, pH correct, Hypoal-
lergenic, Dermatologist 
tested, no animal testing, 
formulated without animal 
products, animal byprod-
ucts, mineral oil, dyes or 
chemicals. For a free con-
sultation call Elaine, Ar-
bonne International Con-
sultant, 669-7645. 

FOR SALE

Antiques, Nostalgia and 
So Much More... At Coun-
try Prices! Visit Seven Sis-
ters, located on Ament Line 
in Linwood, show us this  ad 
and receive 10% off your 
purchases  between Janu-
ary 17 and February 29, 
2004. Hours: Tues. 9:30 - 
2; Fri. 9:30 - 6; Sat. 10 - 5; 
Sun. 12 - 4. 698-1135. 
Sell it where more people 
will read it, in Woolwich 
Observer.
Beautiful Quilted wall 
hangings for sale. Call 
669-4812. 
Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefi n carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall for 
$389. Prices include car-
pet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 
519-576-7387.

FOR SALE

January Clearance. Lots 
of red tag items with low 
clearance prices. See us 
for great deals. Walters 
Appliances 669-2007. 
Single captain’s bed with 
mattress and boxspring. 
10 years old - barely used. 
Excellent shape. $300. Call 
578-5361.
Storewide Sale! Up to 75% 
off, Jan. 19 - 31. Dis N Dat 
Treasures, 15 Dunke St., 
Elmira, 669-5005. 
Wooden Steps and 
wheelchair ramp with steel 
grates. $100 o.b.o. Call 
(519)595-2922. 

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Portable Penning, eight, 
six, four ft. gates. Suitable 
for sheep, goats, swine, 
calves, corner posts, 
sixty gates $1250.00. 7ft. 
snowblower, 3HP, single 
auger $575.00. Harriston, 
338-2688. 

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farm-
houses and other inter-
esting old buildings for 
wrecking and salvage. 
Ross Lumley (519)383-
2024 Sarnia; wrecking 
people’s homes (36 last 
year) all over southwest-
ern Ontario since 1969.

AUTOMOTIVE

1997 Cavalier - One own-
er, low kms, auto, cd stereo, 
certifi ed. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

1998 RAM 1500 ST - 
One owner, low kms, V8, 
tilt & cruise, HD cooling, 
new tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

1999 Concorde LX , 1 
owner, 6 passenger, low, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2000 GMC Sierra 2500, 
4 wheel drive, auto, air, 
1 owner, low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2000 Neon LE - Low kms., 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2001 Caravan Sport - 6 
cyl., auto, air, quad seat-
ing, low kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
2001 Grand Caravan 
Sport, 1 owner, quads, rear 
heat and A/C, power seat 
and more. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
2003 Grand Caravan 
Sport. Low kms., rear air, 
rear heat and quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.
Elmira - Large 1 bedroom, 
$485.00 plus. Jan. 1. 669-
5431.
Moorefield - One bed-
room apar tment, fur-
nished, laundry facili-ties, 
parking, deck, electr ic 
heat, cable TV. No pets, 
adult building. References. 
$625 inclusive. First and 
last. (519)638-3013. 

STORAGE SPACE 

Available along Hwy 119. 
10 minutes from Stratford. 
Boats, snowmobiles etc. 
No Sundays please. (519) 
595-2922. 

REAL ESTATE

Family Looking to pur-
chase home in Elmira. 
Min. 3 bedroom. No agents 
please. Call 747-3822.
Office Space Available 
10 x 12 - $229 per month; 
lots of natural light, air con-
ditioned, great parking for 
you AND your clients - Elmi-
ra Plaza 669-0223.

COMING EVENTS

HAMILTON RV SHOW - 
January 30-Feb.1 - Copps 
Coliseum, Hamilton. $2.00 
off Friday with coupon - clip 
from newspapers or website 
www.rvshowhamilton.ca. 
SEE MORE tents - travel 
trailers - motorhomes.

CAMPING! BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAYS! Chevy Trucks 
Presents 15th Annual 
Havelock Country Jam-
boree August 19-22/04 
featuring: Joe Diffi e, Mark 
Chesnutt, Billy Dean, Aaron 
Lines, Patty Loveless, Glen 
Campbell, Roy Clarke, 
Carolyn Dawn Johnson, 
Deric Ruttan, Doc Walker, 
Prairie Oyster, John Con-
lee, Adam Gregory, Order 
Tickets 1-800-539-3353 or 
www.havelockjamboree.com

BUSINESS

JOIN OUR TEAM - TrueVal-
ue Hardware, Country De-
pot, V&S Options. No 
Franchise Fees - receive 
Yearly Dividends. On-go-
ing field support. New & 
existing locations. Call 
TruServ Canada TODAY 
- TOLL-FREE 1-800-665-
5085. www.truserv.ca

OWN A FULL SERVICE, 
Home Based Travel Busi-
ness FT/PT. No Experi-
ence Necessary. Excep-
tional training and support. 
$8,900-$12,900. For free 
information CALL Travel 
Professionals Internation-
al, Doug Rielly @ 1-800-
799-9910.

FAST EDDIE’S Burgers 
& CrazyFrys, Drive-Thru 
Restaurant. NOW FRAN-
CHISING. $80,000 Re-
quired, Excellent Sites. 
No Franchise Fee, We 
arrange Financing. CALL 
Brian @ 416-525-8781 
www.fasteddies.ca

Making Money Online, 
Work From your comfort-
able Home. Earn Great po-
tential Income $$$$$. Call 
1-888-939-3973 or visit 
www.2successcheering.com

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davi-
son is looking for new or 
improved product ideas 
or inventions to prepare/
present to corporations 
for licensing. FREE IN-
FORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

QUIT SMOKING! MAKE 
MONEY! Government 
approved OTC medicine. 
Sell to bars, restaurants, 
c-stores, health, phar-
macies. Terr itor ies go-
ing fast. Great potential. 
BUTTITOUT.COM Call 
Now!! 1-800-332-9964

CANDY ROUTE! Join 
other successful route 
owners enjoying daily 
cash. High Profi ts. Huge 
Market. Part-Time Busi-
ness. Be a smar t in-
vestor. Low Star t-Up. 
www.uturncanada.com

BUSINESS

HOME BASED Business 
Oppor tunity. No init ial 
franchise fees. Complete 
training. Continuous ad-
vertising. Contact Lormit 
Management Systems Inc. 
for detailed, no obligation, 
information package. 1-
800-459-7468.

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800-267-1829. 
www.sheffieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of In-
terior Design, Ottawa, 
ON

EMPLOYMENT

DO YOU USE Telephone 
Reconnect Service? Do 
you pay more than $49.95/
month? Phone Factory 1-
877-336-2274 to switch 
and save. Only $49.95/
month, every month; 
www.PhoneFactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RE-
SULTS! For FREE consul-
tation CALL our Toll-Free 
number 1-888-747-6474. 
Serving all Ontario. 
CANADIAN TAX PAY-
ERS FEDERATION, the 
most excit ing, dynamic 
& result oriented citizen 
watchdog group is seek-
ing a female/male mem-
bership representative in 
your area. Commission 
based. Infoline Toll-Free 
1-866-443-6020 or Call 
Mr. Cunningham Toll-Free 
1-866-352-5273 ext 111 
www.taxpayer.com
OBSERVER CLASSI-
FIEDS IN print and online 
every week.

RRSP LOANS

PAY $0 TAX IN 2003. 
GET IT ALL BACK. 
www.UnusedRRSPloans.ca. 
1-800-480-0012. 3.5% 
- 7.5%, 1-10 yrs, defer up 
to 180 days. Personalized 
RRSP Savings Spread-
sheet Upon Request.
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ACROSS 
1. Classify
5. Toward the stern of  
a boat
8. Present location
12. Major tv network
15. Complex part of  eye
16. Part of  small in-
testine
18. Earlier in time than
19. False pride (2wrds)
21. A reminder
22. An original
23. German man
24. The verb of  'shy'
26. And so forth
27. Small cake, soaked 
in rum (french)
30. Mud or electric 
types
32. Type of  one-celled 
microorganism
33. Santa leaves this if  
you're bad
35. View from high lo-
cation (3wrds)
38. Dorothy's dog
39. Assuming a name
40. Models of  perfec-
tion
41. Change orientation
43. A boy
44. Abbrev. for: engi-
neer
45. Looking after your 
own desires (2wrds)
50. A strong emotion 
or wrath
51. An Irish militant 

group
52. Kind of  leather
55. Latin word for 'de-
tergent'
59. Abbrev. for legiti-
mate
61. Word that follows: 
cheese, ash, or tea
62. Manipulate data
64. 'Apples to Apples' 
means
65. Type of  reproduc-
tive structure of  fungi
66. A tennis term
67. 1994 movie staring 
Jody Foster
69. A high rocky hill
70. 50 make up the US
72. Relating to the ear
74. The father of  Me-
thuselah (Genesis 5:24)
76. Luck
77. Unnecesary repe-
tition
81. Hawaiian guitar
82. Country acoss the 
ocean
83. A daily allowance 
'per ___'
84. For every
85. Typeface with no 
serif
86. A quantity
87. European Society 
Studying English (Ac-
cro)
DOWN 
1. People under inves-
tigation

2. Caught up with and 
surpassed
3. Moves residence
4. 27th US president
5. A bustle of  activity
6. Entertaining
7. A Kuchean dialect
8. Inheritor who is fe-
male
9. Principal dish of  a 
meal
10. Bob was NDP On-
tario Premier
11. Old people
12. Roman martyr; pa-
tron saint of  music
13. Flemish painter of  
landscapes 1525-1569
14. Another name for 
teeter-totters
17. River in W. England 
flows into Irish Sea
20. Adult male swan
25. Person with great 
material wealth
28. Loose sleeveless 
outer garment worn by 
Arabs
29. Female name ab-
brev. from William
31. Being deceitful
34. Ex-brat-packer 
Rob___
36. Baby talk for fa-
thers
37. A cube has 8 of  
these
42. Trails left by slugs
44. Woman who died 

of  unrequited love of  
Lancelot: Arthurian 
Legend
46. Make secure by 
lashing
47. Insistent necessity
48. Crazy person slang
49. Anomaly producin-
ga mishapen foetus
53. Greek coutier to Di-
onysius
54. Imperfect poetry 
(2wrds)
55. Serious car colli-
sion
56. Something that is 
not correct
57. Out of  confinement 
(noun)
58. Fortitude and deter-
mination
59. Your ABC's
60. Time to leave (ac-
cronym)
63. Cold case looked at 
anew
68. Zodiacal constella-
tion between Cancer 
and Virgo
71. God of  love identi-
fied with cupid
73. Possessive form 
of  "it"
75. Birthday suit
78. Famous jazz singer 
__ Cassidy
79. 19th letter of  the 
Greek alphabet
80. School of  thought

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

January 7
6:30 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the entrance 
to the Tim Hortons restaurant 
in Elmira. A vehicle was pulling 
from the driveway onto South 
Field Drive as a second vehicle 
was pulling into the driveway. 
The vehicle pulling in skidded 
on ice and struck the exiting 
vehicle. Both vehicles received 
moderate damage. There were 
no injuries. No charges were 
laid.
7:15 PM Police responded 

to a group home for youths 
on Jigs Hollow Road after an 
allegation of property damage 
was made. Officers charged a 
male youth with mischief under 
$5,000. The youth was held for 
a show cause hearing.
9:54 PM A Florapine Road, 

Floradale resident called police 
after seeing a “transient” man 
with a bicycle enter a barn on 
their property. Officers were 
unable to attend the scene 
for about an hour, but upon 
arrival they noticed a man 
fleeing from the back of the 
barn on foot. A canine unit was 
called in to track the man, but 
the scent was lost on Florapine 
Road. Left behind in the barn 
were two bags of clothing and 
a bicycle.

January 8
8:31 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersec-
tion of Katherine Street and 
Sawmill Road. A Kitchener 
resident, driving a truck, was 
stopped at the intersection to 
turn left onto Sawmill Road 
when a following vehicle, 
attempting to turn right, trav-
elled up the side of the truck. 
Seeing traffic coming, the truck 
driver reported backing up to 
be out of the way and in doing 
so struck the second vehicle. 
Damages were reported as 
moderate. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.

January 9
8:30 PM Police responded 

to Beckers on Arthur Street in 
Elmira after employees report-
ed a shoplifter. Upon arrival, of-
ficers recovered the items and 
escorted a female Elmira youth 
home to her parents. She was 
also entered into a tracking 
system in lieu of charges.
8:33 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersec-
tion of Geddes and Broadway 
streets in Hawkesville. An 
eastbound driver on Broadway 
Street reported their vision 
was obstructed by the sun as 
they missed a stop sign and 
entered the intersection. The 
vehicle was struck by a vehicle 
northbound on Geddes Street. 
One of the drivers reported mi-
nor injuries, but didn’t require 
hospitalization. Damage to the 
vehicles was moderate. There 
were no charges.

January 10
7:57 AM A two-vehicle 

collision occurred on Arthur 
Street, near Scotch Line Road. 
A Listowel woman lost control 
of her vehicle and entered the 
shoulder. She then overcor-
rected, crossed the road and 
struck a metal guard rail. She 
was taken to Grand River 
Hospital by ambulance, where 
she was treated and released. 
The vehicle suffered significant 
damage. A Listowel woman 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

January 11
1:14 PM A two-vehicle col-

lision occurred at the inter-
section of Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road. A southbound 
vehicle on Arthur Street slowed 
to stop at the intersection 
when it was struck from be-
hind. Both vehicles sustained 
significant damage. There were 
no injuries. A Drayton resident 
was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

3:02 PM A single-vehicle col-
lision occurred on Northfield 
Drive. A Stratford resident was 
eastbound when they reported 
hitting a dip in the road, which 
caused them to lose control of 
their vehicle. The vehicle was 
headed toward a ditch when 
the driver attempted to cor-
rect their direction, causing 
the vehicle to roll into the ditch 
and strike two guard rails. The 
vehicle was demolished. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
5:13 PM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Lobsinger 
Line, in Wellesley Township. A 
Wellesley-area man was west-
bound when he lost control 
of his vehicle due to icy road 
conditions and struck a ditch. 
The vehicle received moderate 
damage. There were no injuries. 
No charges were laid.
6:47 PM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Arthur Street, 
near Listowel Road. A Listowel 
resident was northbound when 
they lost control of their vehicle 
due to icy road conditions and 
drove on top of a road me-
dian, striking a directional sign. 
Damage to the vehicle was 
minor. There were no injuries. 
No charges were laid.

January 12
7:43 AM A single-vehicle 

collision occurred on Line 86, 
near Lichty Road. A Listowel 
resident was eastbound on 
Line 86 when they lost control 
of their vehicle due to icy road 
conditions, struck a sign post 
and entered a ditch. The vehicle 
received minor damage. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
12:15 PM A hit-and-run to 

guard rails along Ament Line 
occurred. An unknown vehicle 
struck several guard rails at a 
curve in the road and fled the 
scene. No description of the ve-
hicle was given, but police be-

lieve it sustained front driver’s 
side damage.
4:11 PM Employees at the 

Bank of Montreal in Elmira 
reported three counterfeit $10 
bills. The bills – serial numbers 
FEE 2021711, FEE 2022727 and 
BDH 2774004 – where handed 
over to the fraud branch for 
investigation.
11:19 PM Police were called 

to a group home for youths on 
Jigs Hollow Road after a male 
resident allegedly consumed a 
large amount of alcohol. Work-
ers from Family and Children 
Services later took the youth to 
hospital for observation. Family 
and Children Services reported 
they would handle discipline.

January 13
5:14 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred at the intersec-
tion of Floradale and Listowel 
roads. A Moorefield man was 
southbound on Floradale Road 
and reported he didn’t see 
the T-intersection because of 
blowing snow. The man went 
through the intersection and 
down a steep embankment. 
The man was taken to Grand 
River Hospital, where he was 
treated and released. His 
vehicle was demolished. No 
charges were laid.
7:19 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersec-
tion of Arthur Street and Saw-
mill Road. Both vehicles were 
northbound on Arthur Street 
when the lead vehicle stopped 
for traffic. However, the follow-
ing vehicle was unable to do 
the same and struck the rear of 
the lead vehicle. Both vehicles 
received minor damage. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
7:54 AM A three-vehicle 

collision occurred on Arthur 
Street, near Scotch Line Road. 
All three vehicles were south-
bound when the lead vehicle 
slowed because of blowing 

snow and poor visibility. The 
middle and trailing vehicles 
failed to slow and a domino-
style collision occurred. The 
vehicles sustained moderate 
damage. There were no injuries. 
No charges were laid.
8:01 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Three Bridges 
Road, near Hawkesville Road. A 
Waterloo resident lost control 
of their vehicle and struck a 
hydro pole. The vehicle suf-
fered moderate damage. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
8:13 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Church Street, 
near Arthur Street. A Wallen-
stein resident was westbound 
on Church Street when they 
lost control of their vehicle 
due to icy road conditions and 
struck a vehicle parked on the 
road. The Wallenstein vehicle 
received significant damage 
and the parked vehicle was 
moderately damaged. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
9:10 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersec-
tion of First Street and Snyder 
Avenue. Both vehicles were 
eastbound on First Street when 
the lead vehicle attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to stop at the 
intersection. However, the 
trailing vehicle was also un-
able to stop and hit the rear of 
the lead vehicle. Both vehicles 
sustained minor damage. There 
were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
11:32 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Ament Line in 
Wellesley Township. A vehicle 
was travelling on Ament Line 
when another vehicle pulled 
out from a private driveway 
and the two collided. Both 
vehicles were extensively dam-
aged. There were no injuries. 
A Wellesley-area resident was 
charged with ‘fail to yield to 

traffic on a through highway.’
12:29 PM A three-vehicle 

collision occurred on Florad-
ale Road, near Jesse Place. A 
northbound vehicle slowed to 
turn left onto Jesse Place when 
a following vehicle attempted 
to pass. At the same time, a 
southbound vehicle appeared 
from the blowing snow and 
struck the passing vehicle. One 
of the vehicles had to be towed 
from an embankment and two 
of them suffered moderate 
damage. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.
5:09 PM A Woolwich resi-

dent was charged after their 
horse-and-buggy was struck 
by a vehicle on Northfield 
Drive. The horse-and-buggy 
was northbound on Northfield 
Drive when the operator at-
tempted to turn left into a 
private driveway. Upon doing 
so, they entered the path of 
a northbound vehicle and the 
two collided. The vehicle and 
buggy each suffered moderate 
damage, although the horse 
was uninjured. There were no 
injuries. A Woolwich resident 
was charged with ‘turn not in 
safety.’
6:34 PM A two-vehicle 

collision occurred on Arthur 
Street, near Florapine Road. A 
Floradale-based tow truck was 
removing a vehicle from a ditch 
in the southbound lane when a 
southbound vehicle emerged 
from a whiteout and skidded 
into the side of the tow truck. 
Damage to the vehicles was 
moderate. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.
9:54 PM A vehicle stolen 

from a Crosshill business Dec. 
30 was recovered in down-
town Hamilton. Hamilton-
Wentworth Police contacted 
local officers after finding the 
vehicle abandoned, with steer-
ing column damage. There are 
no suspects.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

PIANO SERVICES EXCAVATION SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

TRAVEL CONTEST

AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-
PRINT OUTPUT AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER
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BLOWING AWAY THE COMPETITION

UNDEFEATED  The Twin Centre Peewee C Hericanes went undefeated during a tournament in 
Woodstock earlier this month, knocking out Mt. Brydges 4-3 in the finals Jan. 4. Back row (from left): 
Kendra Schnurr, Saundra Martin (trainer), Lauri Reid, Tessa Brenner, Sarah Miltenburg, Melissa Kaleta, 
Melanie Freeman, Brad Brenner (assistant coach), Kori Martin, Courtney Bisch and Rod Straus (coach). 
Front row: Sarah Van Allen, Kailey Esbaugh, Kaitlin Norris, Brittany Straus and Arielle Boughner.

ICY ROAD 
LEAVES VAN 
IN DITCH

CASEY LESSARD

WRONG WAY? This 
van hit the southbound 
ditch on Reg. Rd. 85, 
just north of Reg. Rd. 15, 
Tuesday morning.  Icy road 
conditions were prevalent 
through the week, with 
many cars joining this one 
in the highway’s side or 
median ditches.
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Leisureworld recognized for fundraiser Keeping an eye out for mad cows Some planning while the snow’s still here

BOWLING

FUN FOR YOUNG AND OLD
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You’ll most likely remember Dave Coulier as “��������������” from 
the hit ABC series “Full House”.

Coulier has also appeared on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno, co-starred 
in the HBO Stand-up Comedy film called “The Detroit Comedy Jam” 

and performed in Comic Relief at Radio City Music Hall.
Dave Coulier dazzles audiences with his story-telling, voices, 

sound effects and characters.
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Looking for an
alternative school

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local parents looking 
for a school environ-
ment for children with 
special learning needs 

may want to get behind Jan 
Yordy’s dream of starting 
one. Yordy, a St. Jacobs play 
therapist, says this area is 
under-serviced for children 
with learning and anxiety 
problems.

“There are more and more 
kids that are having learning 
problems and anxiety prob-
lems to the point that they’re 
not functioning well in school,” 
she said, “or in the case of anx-
iety problems, maybe they’re 
not even getting to school.”

Monica Metzger’s son Dylan, 
12, is among those having such 
troubles.

“He learns differently than 
the regular child with the 
regular curriculum,” Metzger 
said. “I’ve had a learning style 
analysis done to help him that 
way. Actually he has changed 
schools this year because of 
things to do with his self-es-
teem, so now he receives extra 
help at school.”

Yordy is hoping parents will 
band together, and that the Wa-
terloo Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) will support 
their call for an alternative 

Area therapist hopes parents will band together for kids
school.

“There are already programs 
going in Hamilton and London, 
where they have set up alterna-
tive schools for these kids who 
are not learning in traditional 
ways.”

WRDSB representatives 
have visited the Hamilton 
school, which is “going like 
gangbusters.” The program 
in Hamilton, she noted, was 
driven by parents, which 
home-school coordinator 
Susan Brown told her would 
be needed to make a similar 
program a reality in Waterloo 
Region.

“It’s going to take a group of 
parents putting the time and 
energy into developing – there 
has to be a certain learning 
standard. Hamilton uses a 
SAGE (Scholastic, Arts and 
Global Education) program, 
so it could be that some of our 
work is already done. They 
said it could be parent driven 
to get something like this go-
ing.”

Yordy’s therapy clients are 
the inspiration behind think-
ing an alternative school is 
needed in this area.   

“I work a lot with ‘indigo’ 
children,” she said, “and 
they’re just dying in the tra-
ditional school settings – not 
all of them, but a lot of them. 
I’m a former teacher and I 

see some of the ways that the 
school doesn’t help these non-
traditional learners, and I 
would like to see some way of 
addressing the needs.”

“I’m sure there’s a lot of par-
ents out there that feel like 
they’re at a dead end and don’t 
know what to do to help their 
children,” Metzger said.

Yordy said parents want their 
struggling children to suc-
ceed.

“At this point I think there 
would be a lot of people willing 
to even drive their kids to an 
alternative school just because 
their kids are failing miserably 
in the traditional school setting. 
Or the parent is struggling with 
even getting the child out of the 
door to go to school because the 
child does not like school and 
has anxiety problems. They 
don’t want to be there. And the 
parent can see how the self-es-
teem is dropping.”

So what will make an alter-
native school change a child’s 
desire to attend school?

“It’s still a school, but it’s going 
to be a different program. The 
school down in Hamilton, they 
have a real emphasis on music 
and art. Yes, there are certain 
things the kids have to learn, 
but they can learn it in a way 
that makes sense to the kids.”

“They’re made to feel they’re 
stupid,” Metzger said of the  See A SCHOOL page 21

way traditional education 
treats children. “With an 
alternative education, they 
would be able to feel they’re a 

regular kid. With people that 
would be educated in teaching 
these children, they could do a 

CASEY LESSARD

Leisureworld Caregiving Centre in Elmira was the recipient Jan. 13 of 
a plaque from the Kitchener-Waterloo Alzheimer Society, recognizing a 
fundraising event. Leisureworld raised $1,333 at its annual community 
corn roast held in September.

Looking for a touch of green amidst the blanket of white? The Elora & Sa-
lem Horticultural Society hosts its annual gardening conference Feb. 8 at 
the Wellington County Museum. The event, which runs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
features three guest speakers. Call 846-8123, 846-0395 for info.

The federal government has announced another $92 million for BSE sur-
veillance and enhancement of cattle identification and tracking. In releasing 
further details, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency stated a minimum of 
8,000 cattle will be tested over the next 12 months.

DOING IT FOR THE KIDS St. Jacobs play therapist Jan Yordy is looking to establish 
an alternative school for children who have trouble with traditional education. She’s 
hoping to convince the school board to back the plan.
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Veggie growers back in black
It’s a new look, new era for long-established, once threatened group
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Serving members of Mennonite,
Amish and Brethren in Christ
churches across Ontario.

www.mscu.com

Elmira (519) 669-1529
Kitchener (519) 576-7220
Leamington (519) 326-8601

Milverton (519) 595-8796
New Hamburg (519) 662-3550
Waterloo (519) 746-1770
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� CONSIDER AN 
RRSP LOAN
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Call your MSCU investment professional today
to discuss your RRSP investment plan!

With consumers’ 
renewed inter-
ested in fruit and 

vegetables, you’d expect 
the grower association 
that represents such 
commodities and lobbies 
on behalf of their grow-
ers – the Guelph-based 
Ontario Fruit and Vege-
table Growers Association 
(OFVGA) – would be going 
like gangbusters. But last 
year, the organization was 
so ill-perceived by farmers 
and in such disarray that 
its demise – after a whop-
ping 144 years – seemed 
possible, maybe even 
inevitable. In the spring, 
administrators wondered 
if they’d make payroll. 
They were dark days on 
Elmira Road.

But that’s changed. At 
its 145th annual conven-
tion in Waterloo earlier 
this week, OFVGA chair 
Murray Porteous, an 
apple grower from Sim-
coe, stood proudly at the 
podium and announced 
the association was back 
in the black. The tale 
– which he says others 
have described as “as-
tonishing, remarkable, 
unbelievable, outstand-
ing and amazing” – is 
bound to be the stuff of 
agricultural business 
case studies for years to 
come, and rightly so.

First, the problem. 

Board membership had 
grown to the point that 
the association was 
being run by a 27-mem-
ber board, a weighty 
number at the best of 
times. Board members 
represented specific 
commodities, and as a 
result, the predominant 
issues dealt with by the 
board focused on issues 
specific to those com-
modities, rather than 
those affecting the in-
dustry as a whole.

“It has been my experi-
ence that large boards 
are often unfocused 
and as such do not ac-
complish what they had 
intended,” says CEO Art 
Smith. “This frustrates 
directors and they of-
ten lose interest in the 
association. When this 
happens, the organiza-
tion is at risk.” He says 
a large director base 
often tends to try to be 
everything to everyone. 
“That in itself,” he says, 
“causes problems.”

To counter this situa-
tion, the organization 
cleaned house. The 27 
seats on the board were 
reduced to nine. An 

entirely new board of 
directors was elected. 
The board’s manage-
ment committee was cut 
by four, to five. Certain 
standing committees 
were dropped, as well 
as those that were com-
modity specific. 

Once it had its struc-
tural house in order, 
it focused on finances. 
It severed ties with a 
management services 
initiative that hadn’t 
worked out as anticipat-
ed, costing the OFVGA 
more than $300,000. It 
beefed-up its business of-
fice and focused more on 
receivables. It picked up 
more revenue through a 
program that provides a 
toll for fruit and vegeta-
ble containers. And its 
spunky, sometimes fiery 
monthly newspaper, The 
Grower, grew increas-
ingly profitable as staff 
committed to making a 
good product even bet-
ter by taking a broader, 
national focus.

That’s a lot of change 
in a year. But Smith re-
ports the organization 
has paid its debts, and 
even has money in the 

bank.
Now that financial ma-

ters are in place, it’s onto 
the issues that affect all 
fruit and vegetable grow-
ers. Smith says these 
include crop protection, 
product availability in 
Canada versus the U.S. 
(where products are 
brought on stream much 
faster), hydro rates for 
farms, trade unions and 
labour issues related 
to immigrant workers, 
nutrient management 
(manure) challenges, 
research funding avail-
ability, and “safety net” 
programs to keep farm-
ers afloat during bad 
harvests or low prices. 

As well, leadership is 
an area OFVGA will 
emphasize in 2004. Last 
year, the organization 
had considered hiring 
a lobbyist to represent 
its concerns, but ulti-
mately decided against 
it. “As a group, farm-
ers are perceived as 
being trustworthy and 
having a great deal of 
credibility,” says Porte-
ous. “Lobbyists on the 
other hand are not.” 

Investing in leadership 
offers multiple returns, 
not the least of which is 
the ability to help bail out 
a sinking ship. It looks 
like the OFVGA leader-
ship has done just that.  

CHECKING IT 
OUT

ON THE LOOKOUT  Ministry 
of Transportation enforcement 
officer Bonnie Sumsion 
checks out a commercial 
truck – which had been 
directed to Earl Martin Drive 
for inspection – during an 
ongoing safety campaign. The 
Ministry regularly stops and 
inspects commercial vehicles 
to make sure they meet road 
safety standards.

RICHARD VIVIAN

THE JOYS OF 
WINTER

WORK BEFORE PLAY  
Residents were busy keeping 
up with this week’s snow fall, 
which brought a new layer of 
the white, slippery stuff every 
night, amounting to, as of 
press time, about seven inches 
in most areas. Here, Pheasant 
Drive resident Wendy Reilly 
shovels her driveway to keep 
up with the latest snowfall 
Jan. 15.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Suffering from a 
decrease in govern-
mental funding, 

the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation is looking 
to increase its volunteer 
base in rural areas and, 
in doing so, pump up do-
nations.

“Now more than ever 
we’re just trying to fund 
as much research as 
we can because there’s 
just not the government 
grants that we used to 
have,” area manager Erin 
Killoran said of the need 
for more volunteers.

“We always have our vol-
unteers who tend to come 
back year after year, but 
we’re just really trying 
to build upon those areas 
this year. We tend to get 
a good response from the 

Canvassers needed for 
February campaign

Heart and Stroke looking to increase rural participation
smaller communities for 
volunteers.”

During the February is 
Heart Month! campaign, 
the foundation is hoping 
to raise $254,000 across 
the region to support 
six researchers at the 
University of Waterloo 
and pay for local health 
promotion initiatives. 

Traditionally, about 
250 rural-area volun-
teers collect $50,000 in 
contributions. However, 
this year the Foundation 
is optimistic more vol-
unteers will take part 
– they’re hoping for be-
tween 300 and 325 – and 
set a new, higher level of 
donations.

The non-profit orga-
nization is specifically 
looking for volunteers in 
the Elmira, St. Jacobs, 
Breslau and Wellesley ar-
eas, as well as a handful 

of others.
Volunteers are asked to 

commit to two to three 
hours during the month 
to canvass door-to-door 
for donations in their 
neighbourhood. Each 
volunteer is expected to 
approach 20 to 25 houses.

“People can do more if 
they want to,” Killoran 
added. “Some people don’t 
want to canvass their ac-
tual street, so they might 
do a street behind them 
or whatever. We have 
volunteers who will do 
a huge area, but then we 
have those people who 
are time-constrained and 
only want to do a couple 
hours.”

In addition to being the 
second largest fundrais-
er of the year, “its also 
really great awareness,” 
the area manager said, 
noting the Jump Rope 
for Heart campaign 
is the largest annual 
fundraiser. “When they 
(volunteer canvassers) 
are out speaking to some-
one at the door, they also 
leave behind a health 
promotion pamphlet.”

Anyone interesting in 
joining the canvassing 
effort should contact 
Louise at 571-9600 for 
more information.

lot better.”
Yordy expects if the 

board were to look at the 
children across the re-
gion, that an alternative 
school would have more 
than enough students. 
The board requires 20 
students per class. She 

suggests a central build-
ing in Waterloo would 
likely be best.

She plans to meet with 
interested parents today 
(Jan. 17) from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at 10 Church St. W. in 
Elmira, in the meeting 
room beside Curves on 
the second floor.

A school of their own
Continued from page 19
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Available in a variety of sizes & delivered right to your door.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Marriage does matter - so say the stats

EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Q.  When one’s marriage goes 
up in smoke, what else likely 
goes up with it?

A.  Some 40% of married 
adults say they are very 
happy compared to only 
23% of never-marrieds 
and even smaller propor-
tions of the divorced and 
separated, says Hope 
College’s David G. Myers 
in Intuition:  Its Power and 
Perils. The married are 
also healthier and have 
a better chance of living 
longer.  And more:  Mar-
riage predicts economic 
thriving and lower risk of 
child poverty. Marriage 
matters, but we’re increas-
ingly unlikely to marry 
and live happily ever af-
ter. For once the giddy 
euphoria goes, if steadier 
“companionate love” does 
not take its place, a “cold, 
loveless truce” may follow, 
or worse.

Yet none of this stops mar-
riage license applicants 
from assessing, when 
asked, their own chance of 
divorce as 0%.

“When in love it’s hard to 
imagine being otherwise,” 
says Myers.  But that’s 
intuition speaking.  Better 
to follow statistical guide-
lines, upping your odds of 
marital success by dating 
someone of similar age, 
background and beliefs, 
dating for a while first, 
only marrying after age 20, 
getting educated and hav-
ing a stable income, etc.
Q.  Frequently curious flyers, 
do you know what airport 
runway 9 signifies, 9L along-
side 9R, whether a plane 
generally takes off with or 
into any wind, how the cabin 
is heated to compensate for 
the frigid air at 6 miles alti-
tude, what the colored lights 
mean alongside runways, the 

desired angle of the plane’s 
glidepath to touchdown, and 
the color of the “little black 
box” recording data in case 
of a crash?

A.  Answers Ira Flatow 
in Rainbows, Curve Balls 
and Other Wonders of the 
Natural World Explained:  
Runway 9 goes off at 90 
degrees from North com-
pass direction, or East; 
runway 27 goes off at 270 
degrees, or West; 9L and 
9R both go East left and 
right of each other; takeoff 
is into the wind to reduce 
required groundspeed 
and runway distance; no 
cabin heating is required 

but cooling via air condi-
tioners certainly is or the 
pressurizing air coming 
off the engine would cook 
the interior; runways are 
outlined in white lights, 
taxiways have blue lights, 
red lights signal end of 
runway; 3 degrees is the 
typical glidepath coming 
in, with the pilot watching 
the lights at runway’s end 
which will appear white 
over white at too-steep an 
approach, red over red if 
too shallow, and red over 
white just right; and the 
little black box is really 
orange for ready visibility 
amid tragic rubble.

Q.  Dreams are loaded with 
action – flying, fleeing, falling, 
spinning. What’s missing from 
them?

A.  In spite of lab dream 
accounts such as “I was 
naked, revolving at 45 
rpm record speed.  I had 
a hole in the center of my 
head.  Spinning, spin-
ning and spinning...,” 
dreamers never report 
nausea or motion sick-
ness, says Harvard’s J. 
Allan Hobson in The 
Dreaming Brain.

While vision is para-
mount, sound is often 
missing or scant:  “Then 
I heard SOMETHING in 
one of the toilet stalls.”  
Sensations of heat, touch 
and taste are rare.

Pleasure and pain are 
also uncommon – pain’s 
absence being all the more 
surprising in that most 
dream scenarios would 

seem to call for it.
Finally, dreams mostly 

lack visceral punch.  Hob-
son recounts one from his 
own dream journal:  “She 
is taking me to the woods 
to see the wild pigs.  She 
carries two buckets of 
swill, saying, ‘You must 
not feed them by hand.  
Rather, throw out the swill 
and wait.’  Sure enough, 
they come – great, huge, 
grunting pigs, loving the 
swill.  The scene shifts to 
a dinner table with her 
family present and roast 
boar (huge, juicy, brown) 
on the sideboard.”

Yet through it all, no 
stink!  Far worse, when 
Hobson sat down to 
dream-dine on succulent 
ham, totally absent were 
the fragrances of clove, 
madeira, pineapple.  And 
not a single taste of dream 
wine!

Tuesday Evening Fitness Class – held at Wellesley 
Community Centre, every Tues. at 7 p.m. Come out 
and enjoy some great music and have some fun! This 
class has cardio and toning. Beginners welcome! Call 
Carol at (519) 634-5399 for more information and to 
pre-register. Cost is $3 per class. 

January 18
Cross Country Skiing and Snow Shoeing at Sandy 
Hills Pinery Trail, 2 p.m. From Elmira, take Arthur 
Street north and turn right on Sandy Hills Drive(#3). 
Travel approximately 1 km and look for fire number 
#390 on the south side of the road. 

January 20
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
2 Cross St., Elmira. Baked macaroni, veg. & cheese, 
sliced ham, homemade rolls, salad, chocolate truffle 
cheesecake, coffee, tea, $8. Takeouts available at the 
door. Wheelchair accessible, everyone welcome. 

January 22
Women’s Networking Breakfast – 7:30 a.m., Elmira 
Stone Crock. Guest speaker: Shelley Cassel of Curves 
for Women. Want to improve your level of health and 
fitness in 2004, be sure to join us. New members and 
guests are welcome. Cost $5. Please call 669-8133 by 
Jan. 20. 

January 23
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45-11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yrs). Topic: Relaxation Techniques 
for Parents. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

Solo Card Party –  7:30 p.m. the Knights of Columbus 
will be holding a progressive solo party. There will be 
door prizes, prizes for high and low score for both 
men and women, and for most solos, a 50/50 draw, 
and a luncheon, all this for only $5 per person. St. 
Teresa of Avila Parish Hall, Elmira. 

January 27
Elmira & District Horticultural Society Annual 
Dinner – 6:30 p.m. Woodside Fellowship Hall, 200 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. $20 per person includes 
membership.  Reservations available at Woolwich 
Community Services and Woolwich Visitor Centre, 
RSVP by Jan. 19 by calling 669-5139. Guest speaker, 
David Stinson. Caterer, Eleanor Metzger. 

January 31
Greek Dinner – 6 p.m. Calvary United Church, St. 
Jacobs. Enjoy an evening of Greek food along with 
Greek entertainment. Advance tickets only (limited 
number) are $13 each – please call 669-5912 to 
reserve. Come dressed in traditional Greek colours 
of Blue and White. 

How Alfie Lost His Twinkle – The Church Theatre,  11 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Children will experience the magic of 
music’s ability to create feelings and moods. Adults, 
$10, children under 13, $8. To reserve tickets call 
664-1134. 

February 1
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church – 685 
Highpoint Avenue at Northfield, Waterloo, invites 
you to an evening of beautiful singing featuring the 
60-voice Gloryland Chorus, well known in K-W and 
surrounding area. 7 p.m. with a free will offering. 
Everyone welcome. 

February 3
Hospice Volunteer Training – WCHC is offering a 
30-hour training program designed to develop care 
giving skills and assist persons in providing quality, 
compassionate care during a time of life changing 
illness or bereavement. Full participation in the course 
will assist you in deciding whether Hospice is an area 
you want to be involved in as a volunteer. Classes 
run every Tuesday morning from Feb. 3 to March 
30, plus one evening session. To register or for more 
information call Lorraine at 664-3794 xt. 229. 
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In Loving memory of 
Ruth Clement;

An amazing mother, mother-in-
law,  grandmother, and great 

grandmother; who passed away 
One year ago - January 18, 2003.

IN MEMORIAM
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

DRAYTON

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 2-4 - 66 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Brenda Hounam 
lives her life in a 
fog.

“I actually have a foggi-
ness feeling in my head,” 
the 57-year-old Paris 
resident and Alzheimer 
sufferer said. “There will 
be some times when I go 
to say something and I 
can’t think of the word 
I want, so I hesitate. I 
hesitate for five seconds 
and it might come to me. 
Other times it might take 
me longer to retrieve that 
word. And other times, 
I can’t get the word out. 
That unclear feeling in 
my head is there on a 
daily basis, but how I’ll 
function that day depends 
on the degree of it.”

It wasn’t always this 
way for a woman who 
worked or volunteered 
50 to 70 hours a week. 
As a single mother in 
her early 50s, her plate 
was full and then some. 
That’s when she started 
noticing something was 
amiss.

“I’d had problems for 
quite some time at work,” 
the former industrial 
accountant said, “and it 
took me quite a while to 
even approach the doc-
tor. It still took another 
year and a half to get the 
diagnosis. You’re living 
through this not know-

ing what you have for a 
couple years and not get-
ting better.”

Her life was busy, and 
work required good 
memory and math skills.

“I didn’t use a calcula-
tor for math; I did it in 
my head,” she said. “I 
never had a daybook 
for appointments; I 
never needed one. All of 
a sudden, I was having to 
write myself notes, and I 
was using a calculator. 
I started having trouble 
with multitasking; if I 
stopped halfway through 
a project, I’d have to start 
all over again. I started 
closing my office door so 
I wouldn’t be disturbed. I 
stopped taking my breaks 
and lunch hour so I could 
meet my deadlines.”

Hounam started hiding 
her symptoms, but her 
family knew something 
was off. Then, four years 
ago, she was diagnosed.

“It definitely changes 
almost everything – and 
I hate to use this term 
– a normal person would 
do in a day. The simplest 
duties in a house can be-
come a problem. Doing 
laundry can be a problem 
because you forget that 
you have a load in. Cook-
ing is a problem – the 
obvious one is forget-
ting something’s on the 
stove.”

Now, her cooking is su-
pervised or done for her. 

Son Heath, 27, now lives 
downstairs to help her 
out. Daughter Dallas, 26, 
is also a big help.

“Not everybody has that 
kind of complete under-
standing and support 
from their families,” she 
said.

“We try to promote 
early diagnosis, early 
medication use, and then 
the person is very high 
functioning for a longer 
period of time,” said 
Tiffany Wurdell, educa-
tion coordinator for the 
Alzheimer Society of K-
W. “Able to stay at home 
longer, possibly even able 
to drive and hold down a 
bit of a job.”

Without a spouse to 
support her financially, 
giving up her job was a 
difficult move for Hou-
nam.

“For me, I left work 
one day and never went 
back. You’re expecting 
to get better and go back 
to work, and it never 
happens. You were still 
expecting to be in the 
workforce for many 
more years, so it’s a very 
drastic and emotional 
change.”

Further along, the dis-
ease can be even harder 
to cope with.

“[The patient] doesn’t 
know who his family is,” 
Wurdell said, “he wakes 
up every morning think-
ing these people are new, 

this house might be new. 
It’s very frustrating, he 
can’t tell you what he 
wants. That can lead to 
an outburst, which then 
he might get labeled as 
aggressive – it’s not re-
ally true.”

Hounam is pursuing 
treatment, but there is 
no cure for Alzheimer’s 
disease. Much of her 
treatment is self-driven, 
and includes concentra-
tion activities like video 

games and darts, as well 
as crafts and light read-
ing. 

For now, she doesn’t 
want to predict what her 
future will hold.

“I really think more 
short-term now and enjoy 
the time. I don’t really 
think long range, other 
than that I have hope that 
in research, something 
will happen before I get 
too far along.

“What’s important to 

Living in a fog
Alzheimer Society hoping to dispel myths

me is my day-to-day liv-
ing and my quality time 
that I have with my fam-
ily right now.”

Hounam will be speak-
ing about her experiences 
Monday at the Grand Riv-
er Hospital, Freeport site. 
The event starts at 7 p.m. 
The Walk/Skate for Mem-
ories runs Friday from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Waterloo 
Rec. Complex. For infor-
mation and pledge forms, 
call (519) 742-1422.

DEATH NOTICE
GAUDET, Camille “Kim”
Of Heidelberg, formerly of Conestogo, 
Kim passed away suddenly, at KW Health 
Centre of Grand River Hospital, on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2004, at the 
age of 68.

KRAFT, Mrs. Rose 
Passed away, peacefully, at the A.R. 
Goudie Eventide Home in Kitchener, on 
Thursday, January 8, 2004, in her 102nd 
year.

Local relatives are Audrey Schaner and 
her husband Harold of Elmira.

MARTIN, Velina B. (Mrs. Sidney H.)
Peacefully, on Monday, January 12, 2004, 
at her home, RR1, Elmira. Velina B. Mar-
tin, in her 70th year.

PEGELO, Yvonne “Bonnie” (Mrs. 
Harry) 
Suddenly on Friday, January 9, 2004, at 
her residence, in Elmira. Yvonne “Bonnie 
(Robinson) Pegelo, age 66 years.

SATTLER, Mrs. Frieda C. 
Passed away peacefully at her home in 
Conestoga, on Friday, January 9, 2004 
after a brief battle with cancer, in her 
89th year.

WOOLNER, Clive F. 
Passed away suddenly at the KW Health 
Centre of Grand River Hospital on Sun-
day, January 11, 2004, two days short of 
his 80th birthday.

Local relative is son Clive Victor Woolner 
of Heidelberg.

DEATH NOTICE

You suffered much in silence,
Until the very end,

Now you are in heaven waiting for 
Us until we meet again,

We still hear your laughter,
We still see your face,

Even though you are gone
Away to that better place.
We still don’t understand,
And often question “why,”

When we look back at pictures,
Tears fall from our eyes.

You are in our hearts always,
And will never be forgotten.

We miss you lots.
Love: Bill, Rosie, Kristina

FAMILY
ALBUM

FAMILY ALBUM
EVERY WEEK IN YOUR WOOLWICH OBSERVER.
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Once the groomers 
finish their work, 
local snowmobile 

trails will open, and 
riding those trails will 
be wardens and police 
watching out for rider 
safety. Area clubs, police 
and Ontario Federation 
of Snowmobile Clubs 
representatives met Jan. 
15 at the Waterloo Rod 
and Gun Club to boost 
awareness of trail rules 
and laws.

“At the beginning of the 
year, you still have to 
ride with a lot of caution 
because the conditions 
can change from prop-
erty to property with 
different types of fields 
because we don’t have 
that much snow yet,” 
said Nick Wetzel, presi-
dent of the Bridgeport 
snowmobile club and 
trail warden coordinator 
for the eastern part of the 
Golden Triangle Snow-
mobile Association.

Wetzel emphasized that 
snowmobilers must wait 
until trails officially 
open before using them.

“Because then we know 
the trails are safe, and 
they meet the standards 

Tending to the trails
Grooming of local skidoo trails needed before trails legally open for business

that are set by the OFSC. 
Signs are in place, we 
hope to have most of the 
trail prepared, ploughed 
fields a little smoother.”

There are 660 kilome-
tres of trail in the Golden 
Triangle, and 49,000 kilo-
metres in all of Ontario. 
The GTSA issued 2,500 
trail permits last year.

“It’s legislation that you 
have to have a trail per-
mit. It’s Ontario law. The 
trail wardens are looking 
for that. When we ride 
with the police, police 
will check for the other 
necessary paperwork 
– insurance and licence. 
They check for speed 
and alcohol, among other 
things.”

“We get out on the trails 
regularly,” said Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel, who runs the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
Service’s Elmira detach-
ment. “We like to get on 
the trails spontaneously, 
because with the knowl-
edge that they don’t know 
when and where we’ll be, 
it allows people to come 
to the conclusion that we 
might be right around 
the corner.”

The WRPS New Ham-
burg detachment secured 
the use of two snowmo-
biles for trail patrolling, 

and coordinates with 
trail wardens from clubs 
in Woolwich, Wellesley 
and Wilmot.

“Once snowmobiling 
became a very attrac-
tive form of recreation, 
naturally, there was a 
requirement for enforce-
ment,” he said. “We also 
found that there was a 
need for snowmobiles to 

assist us if we are going 
to off-road locations for 
accidents.”

“Every snowmobiler 
has to understand that 
when they ride OFSC 
trails, they ride at their 
own risk,” Adam Brooks 
of the SledSmart educa-
tion team said. “There 
are a number of inherent 
risks that a motorized 

activity incurs.”
“We have a list of as-

sumptions,” colleague 
Lindsay Burke added: 
“you know all the rules; 
stay on the right side 
of the trail; slow down 
cresting hills; respect 
private property; don’t 
drink and ride; and ride 
within your own abili-
ties.”

“Drivers have to be 
cognizant of the fact that 
they can’t be driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol,” Knechtel said, 
noting someone found 
riding a snowmobile 
drunk will have their 
automobile licence sus-
pended. “We are also 
searching for insurance 
violations; we are doing 
speed detections out on 
the trails. We have done 
our share of enforce-
ment. We have arrested 
people for impaired driv-
ing, and we have issued 
some speeding viola-
tions.”

“Because there’s so 
much more volume of 
snowmobiles out there, 
we have to keep it or-
ganized,” said Wetzel. 
“Years ago, you would 
just go through people’s 
properties and trespass. 
Safety: you would go 
through wire fences. 
Now, it’s organized. 
Landowners are volun-
teering their land, there’s 
insurance.”

Trails in New Dundee 
are now open, but as of 
press time, trails in the 
rest of the GTSA’s cover-
age area were not open. 
Check www.ofsc.on.ca for 
more details.

CASEY LESSARD

COLD ON THE TRAIL Sgt. Merv Knechtel, of the Waterloo Regional Police Service’s Elmira detachment, 
joined Adam Brooks and Lindsay Burke of the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs SledSmart 
team, and Nick Wetzel of the Bridgeport snowmobile club Jan. 15 in trying to educate the public about 
snowmobile safety. 


