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Canadian sledge team 
takes on the Kings
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Benefi t for 7-year-old
St. Jacobs girl

Dust settles 
for families 
displaced by  
house fi re

▼ See STATUS QUO page 2

RICHARD VIVIAN

Owner plans to rebuild on site 
of charred building: community 

fundraises for families

Maybe it’s because Young Drivers 
has thirty years of experience 
teaching collision avoidance.

And over half a million 
graduates, coast to coast.

And more than a million dollars 
invested in driver training            
research, plus another million 

invested in annual recertification 
programs for our instructors over 
the past 10 years.

And has achieved Registration 
to the coveted ISO 9001 Quality 
Assurance Management Standards.

No matter what they say, no one 
else is anything like Young Drivers!

That’s what parents are for.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Calling the status 
quo unacceptable, 
Woolwich Coun. Pat 
McLean this week 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Export bans, related to 
mad cow-disease or 
Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy, were 

the determining factor in the 
axing of 40 workers at an Elmi-

DLM layoffs made permanent
Elmira plant blames a mad-cow slowdown for decision to axe 40 employees

ra pet food facility Feb. 20.
DLM Canada, located on Ar-

thur Street in Elmira, issued 
severance packages to employ-
ees – some of which had been 
laid off since August – with no 
chance of recall.

“Since BSE has occurred 
we’ve been hit pretty hard,” 

plant manager Paul Robbins 
said. “We were on work-share 
for a while but that program 
has ended and we’ve been 
forced to sever additional em-
ployees [as a result.]”

Production at the Elmira fa-
cility experienced a signifi cant 
decrease in the production of 

its high-end pet food line, after 
an infected cow was discovered 
on an Alberta farm last May.  

Del Monte spokesperson Me-
lissa Murphy said that export 
bans on both sides of the border 
has made it diffi cult for many 
companies to conduct business 
properly.

Export bans do not only affect 
fi nished meat products, she 
noted, but also impact meat-
based ingredients – forcing 
companies such as Del Monte 
to restrict cross-border or in-
ter-company transactions.  

“The largest driver in this 
▼ See UNCLEAR page 2

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Whenever John Kelly looks at his 
brother-in-law, he can’t help but 
tear up. The Elmira man – who suf-
fered smoke inhalation during last 

week’s Arthur Street house fi re – can’t fi nd the 
words to accurately express his gratitude for 
the man he credits for saving his life.

“I’m so thankful for my brother-in-law and 
my sister for making me soup,” Kelly said, 

Council reverses course on sidewalk clearing
Woolwich takes a different route, approves Elmira-wide plan for removing snow from sidewalks

pushed for – and won – an Elmi-
ra-wide expansion of sidewalk 
snow-clearing services.

In a reversal of last week’s 
decision, councillors meet-
ing Feb. 24 opted to expand 
the service, which currently 

covers about half of the town. 
McLean won support from fel-
low Ward 1 councillor Ruby 
Weber, who pushed for the op-
tion at the Feb. 17 meeting, and 
Ward 2 councillor Mark Bau-
man. Mayor Bill Strauss and 

Ward 3’s Murray Martin voted 
against the service.

The plan is not likely to be 
put in place until next fall, 
with Elmira residents facing a 
doubling of a special-area rate 
applied to their property taxes 

– the fee will rise to $12 from 
$6 per year.

McLean argued the town-
ship’s current policy is un-
fair, calling for all sidewalks 
to be cleared or none at all, 

MAKING A SPLASH  Dylan Cody, 2, takes advantage of the recent warm spell by jumping in sidewalk puddles on Flamingo Drive in Elmira. He may be 
getting dirty, but he doesn’t seem to care.

$1.00$1.00

 layoffs made permanent layoffs made permanent
▼ PAGE 14         ▼ PAGE 12



2    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • LOCAL NEWS • FEBRUARY 28, 2004

���������������

��������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������

��������������������������������

����������������

����������������
�������������

�����������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������

������

���

���������������
�����

������������

���

����������������
�����

���
�����

�������������������������

����������������
�����

���
�����

������������������������

����������������������������

���

�������
�����

�����������
���������������

���������

�����������������
���

�����

referring to Paul Grosz, 
who was bringing Kelly 
soup for lunch when he 
discovered the fire. “I 
can’t look at him with-
out tears in my eyes. He 
saved my life.”

Kelly – who is tempo-
rarily staying with fam-
ily in Consestogo – owns 
the building at 90 Arthur 
St. S., which was gutted 
by fire Feb. 16. The fire 
started after Kelly fell 
asleep with a burning pot 
of oil on the stove. Fire-
fighters spent more than 
four hours battling the 
blaze, which ultimately 
resulted in an estimated 
$300,000 in damages to 
the structure and its con-
tents.

“I’m not 100 per cent 
yet,” he said referring 

incident is related to the 
first case of mad-cow that 
shifted a large portion 
of production to Topeka 
(Kansas),” Murphy told 

with residents compelled 
under a bylaw to clear 
their own sidewalks.

“The status quo is re-
ally not satisfactory. 
There’s no rhyme or rea-
son for the streets we do; 
it started off with a very 
specific, targeted number 
of streets – for schools, 
for downtown – but, for 
whatever reason, it has 
expanded,” she said.

“What we’re doing now 
is not fair and consis-
tent to the community in 
terms of the streets that 

EXPLORING the BIBLE
A FREE basic Bible
Correspondence
course designed to
assist you to gain
the security and
comfort that comes
from knowing and
understanding
God’s Word for
yourself.

For your copy:
Exploring the Bible
P.O. Box 154
Shelburne, ON
L0N 1S0

explorethebible@yahoo.com

OR

to the smoke inhalation 
he suffered before wak-
ing up in a smoke-filled 
room and climbing out a 
first-floor window. He is, 
however, feeling much 
better than he did in the 
days immediately follow-
ing the fire.

No one else was home 
when the fire broke out.

The building and nearly 
all its contents were de-
stroyed. While insurance 
will cover the cost of the 
loss – at least for three 
of the four residents who 
had insurance – there’s 
no way to replace the 
sentimental value many 
of their charred belong-
ings possessed, particu-
larly items from Kelly’s 
wife Emma’s Nicaraguan 
heritage. 

However, not all was 

lost. Residents Dave and 
Shannon Harder – who 
had insurance – were able 
to salvage a banjo and fid-
dle from the ruins.

“The fiddle is prob-
ably between 100 and 
200 years old. It was my 
wife’s great, great un-
cle’s,” the husband told 
the Observer. “Except for 
some smoke, they weren’t 
damaged seriously.”

Until they can find a new 
residence, the Harders 
are staying with friends 
in Baden.

The Piper family who 
also rented an apartment 
from Kelly are staying 
a little closer to town. 
They’ve taken up tempo-
rary residence with fam-
ily in Elmira.

“We’re looking for a new 
place, something in town, 

but there isn’t a lot avail-
able here,” Jamie Piper 
said, noting there have 
been no difficulties deal-
ing with his insurance 
company.

Kelly is already in the 
process of having the 
charred remains demol-
ished and said he plans 
to construct another four-
unit structure in its place.

In response to the fire, 
and the subsequent finan-
cial hardships for the fam-
ilies involved, the Elmira 
Knights of Columbus are 
hosting a fundraising 
dance Mar. 27 at Elmira’s 
Lions Hall.

“I see a dance as some-
thing for the community 
to come together … and 
show some support for 
the families. They’re go-
ing through a tough time 

pulling this all together,” 
explained K of C member 
Patrick Gleeson, add-
ing Bonnie Piper was an 
employee of his for four 
years. “I just wanted to 
help.”

Funds collected 
through the event will be 
split evenly between the 
families left homeless by 
the fire.

Tickets, which cost $10 
each, are available at 
Spilek-Weiss Electric, 
Gleeson Insurance and 
through Patrick Gleeson, 
who can be contacted at 
669-2317. The businesses 
are also collecting cash 
donations.

Last Thursday, a group 
of Elmira District Sec-
ondary School students 
planned to take up collec-
tions for the family dur-

ing a senior girls’ hockey 
game at Elmira Arena, 
but a mid-afternoon 
power outage caused the 
game to be pushed back.

Instead, students were 
planning to collect dona-
tions during first period 
yesterday (Feb. 27). No 
fundraising totals were 
available at press time.

“The day of the fire, 
there were some high 
school students from 
EDSS who came up to 
me and offered us money 
out of their own pockets. 
I thought that was very 
honourable, and I called 
the high school to tell 
them so,” Piper added, 
citing just one example 
of community support. 
“That’s what’s so great 
about a community like 
this.”

Continued from cover

Community pulls together for displaced families

Unclear if sale of premium  pet foods means more cuts
the Observer. “That pro-
duction is now staying in 
Topeka – that was a huge 
factor in the decision to 
terminate the employ-
ees.”  

That move comes just 
weeks after Del Monte 
announced the sale of its 
IVD, Medi-Cal and Tech-
ni-Cal pet food brands to 
French company Royal 
Canin.

The products are mid-
market to high-end pet 
foods that are sold largely 
in veterinarian markets.  

However, despite com-
ing on the heels of that 

agreement, Murphy said 
there is no link between 
the sale of the brands and 
the release of the employ-
ees.

“The selling of the 
brands to Royal Canin 
was part of a long-term 
plan of restructuring,” 
Murphy said referring to 
the company’s decision to 
pull out of the specialty 
brands. “Del Monte wants 

to put more emphasis on 
its core pet products like 
Kibbles ‘n Bits and Nine 
Lives because they are 
just a better fit strategi-
cally for us.”

When asked whether the 
deal between Del Monte 
and Royal Canin would 
cause additional job cuts, 
Murphy said it was still 
unclear.

“In terms of the deal 

with Royal Canin, it’s 
too early to even talk 
about what impact it 
would have on employ-
ees because [the deal 
must] receive regula-
tory approval from the 
U.S. government, which 
takes months to get,” 
she said. “That should 
be business as usual un-
til at least the deal gets 
approval.” 

Continued from cover

we do and the streets that 
we don’t.”

Initially opposed to the 
expansion, Bauman came 
onside, but with reserva-
tions about the quality of 
the work currently being 
done.

“If people in Elmira want 
to pay for having all the 
sidewalks done, that’s fine. 
But the quality of work 
that we’re getting done 
needs to be improved.”

Citing the existing 
quality of the work, both 
Strauss and Martin said 
improvements should 

precede any expansion to 
the service, with Martin 
leaning toward adopting 
a bylaw requiring prop-
erty owners to do the 
work themselves. Simi-
lar bylaws govern snow 
clearing in neighbouring 
municipalities.

“The comments that 
I’ve heard are ‘do a better 
job of what you’re doing 
now; do the fire routes or 
the school routes,’” said 
Strauss.

In response, director of 
engineering and plan-
ning Dave Gosnay said 

the quality of work is 
directly related to the 
amount of money spent 
on the work.

“We can get what-
ever quality we want 
– it comes down to how 
much time do we want 
the contractor to put into 
it, it’s been the attempt 
until now we’ve tried to 
balance off cost efficien-
cy with the quality of 
work,” he noted.

“We can get bare con-
crete – it’s not going to be 
done for $6 to $12 per lot 
for the winter.”

Continued from cover

Status quo for clearing not acceptable

RICHARD VIVIAN
OBSERVER STAFF

In an effort to protect 
users from invasion 
of privacy, Wellesley 

Township is develop-
ing a policy banning cell 
phones and other person-
al digital assistants from 
change rooms and wash-
rooms in its recreation 
facilities.

The policy – which has 
yet to be formally devel-
oped – stems from the re-
cent trend of amalgamat-
ing digital cameras into 
cell phones and other 
such devices. Those cam-
eras pose a threat to any-

Wellesley moves to protect privacy
Cell phones, other electronics may be banned from change/wash rooms

one using the facilities, 
Richard Hoover, director 
of recreation, suggested 
in proposing the policy.

“This is something that 
could go to the Internet,” 
he told the committee of 
the whole Feb. 24, refer-
ring to the pictures taken 
inside change rooms and 
washrooms. “I would like 
to see a policy in place for 
certain areas of our facili-
ties.”

Since the new technol-
ogy became mainstream, 
there have already been 
instances of people being 
caught off guard in ‘per-
sonal’ situations, such as 
changing, and had their 

picture placed on the In-
ternet. 

While most of these 
cameras make a sound 
when a picture is taken 
– the recognizable ‘click’ 
– some models make no 
noise at all.

“If we have a policy in 
place, I think it will pro-
tect us against any issues 
down the line as a result 
of this emerging technol-
ogy,” Hoover suggested. 
“If there was some kind 
of misuse of it in a dress-
ing room or something 
and there were recrimi-
nations because of it, if 
we didn’t have a policy in 
place … then I think we’re 

leaving ourselves a little 
bit open [to liability].”

Councillors showed sup-
port for the proposed pol-
icy, hailing it as a proac-
tive step.

“It’s defiantly an inva-
sion of privacy and I think 
something like this is nec-
essary,” Coun. Ron Hack-
ett commented.

The policy is also likely 
to include a request that 
anyone who notices the 
use of cell phones or per-
sonal digital assistants 
in the restricted areas 
report the infraction im-
mediately to recreation 
centre staff.

See CELL PHONE page 4
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Job satisfaction
Trustee enjoys taking an advocacy role for concerned parents

Wellesley to pocket 
$6,000 for retired 

pumper truck

Former resident 
homicide victim

Myers acclaimed as 
Liberal candidate

Smoke detector 
case postponed

RICHARD VIVIAN

��������

�������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������� �������������

�������������
����������������

�������������
��������������

������������

�������������������
��������������������������������

�������������������������

�������
�����������������

��������������
�������������������������������������������

�������������������������

�������
�����������������

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Bruce Martin first put his 
name forward for school board 
trustee, he thought he knew 
what the job involved and the 

hours it takes. Now three months in, he ad-
mits he was wrong on both accounts – but 
not in a bad way.

“I have a much different perspective on 
the job. It’s a much bigger job than I under-
stood it to be,” he told the Observer, noting 
the position has taken between 20 and 30 
hours each week. Ten to 20 hours were first 
indicated to him. “None of those hours [are 
given] begrudgingly. The fact is, I like it – I 
love it even more than I thought.”

The biggest time commitments come in 
the form of board and committee meetings, 
but it’s the student/parent advocacy aspect 
of the position that most appeals to Martin 
– who was elected in November to represent 
Woolwich and Wellesley townships on the 
Waterloo Region District School Board.

“I think a lot of people think of that as the 
rotten part of your job, but … I love it, prob-
ably the most. There’s a lot of it; people have 
literally been calling me from day one with 
all sorts of issues. It’s really grounding,” 

ENJOYING HIS NEW ROLE  Elmira District Secondary School is just one of many schools represented by Woolwich and Wellesley township school board trustee 
Bruce Martin.

the St. Clements man said, adding it can 
be intimidating for people to bring their 
issues directly to the board when they feel 
they’re being ignored. 

“It’s pretty satisfying when you can do 
that.”

A large portion of the problems brought 
forward to Martin have been solved by 
simply connecting parents with the ap-
propriate staff member to handle their 
specific issue. 

However, not all problems can be easily 
solved, he continued.

“In the end, part of your job is to help the 
people who are complaining to realize that 
maybe they’re not being reasonable, that 
they need to understand what the school 
board needs to do and the rules they need 
to apply for the safety of all the students.”

On top of his duties as a board member, 
Martin is also part of the expulsion com-
mittee, which meets to discuss the most se-
rious of punishments that are handed out, 
when warranted. An expulsion means ex-
clusion from any school in the province.

“It’s a pretty serious thing. They’re pretty 
emotionally trying things to sit through,” 
he said. “These are like legal proceedings, 
everything has to be documented and 
you’re dealing with lots and lots of infor-

mation. None of which is all that pleasant 
to talk about.

“In some cases, it’s actually kind of a 
positive experience for the student and the 
parents because they realize the student is 
having real problems within the normal 
school environment. One way to get them 
the help they need is to get them expelled, 
so that new options kick in for them – may-
be to be in a closed custody school or some-
thing like that.”

In addition to being a trustee, Martin 
– who stepped down from his position as 
regional director of an international ad-
vertising agency to spend more time with 
his family – is also a student. Enrolled at 
the University of Waterloo, his major is 
philosophy, with a minor in music.

“The two courses I’m taking this term are 
research courses, and I did that specifical-
ly so I don’t have to attend regularly sched-
uled classes. I thought that would give me 
a lot more freedom,” he explained.

While it’s still early in his first term as trust-
ee – the next election is in November 2006 – 
Martin is already leaning toward an attempt 
to maintain his seat at the board table.

“I feel like this is something that I want to 
do, that I want to pursue. I feel I can make a 
good contribution.”

After a retired ladder is added to a re-
tired pumper truck, Wellesley township 
plans to sell the vehicle for $6,000.
Wellesley fire chief Dave Geil was given 

the go ahead for the sale by councillors, 
sitting as the committee of the whole, 
Feb. 24 after the prospective buyer took 
a look at the equipment earlier that day 
and offered to pay what the township 
was asking. The only condition of sale 
was that the truck – which the purchaser 
plans to refurbish and re-sell – include a 
ladder. 
But that wasn’t of concern for council 

because a ladder is already set to be 
taken out of action from another truck 
– which will be added to the pumper.
The 1984 Ford pumper was taken out of 

service last summer, when the township 
purchased a new one.

With a nod from the Kitchener-Cones-
toga riding association, MP Lynn Myers 
(Liberal) will seek his third term repre-
senting local residents in Ottawa. Myers 
– who has been MP of the soon-to-be 
eliminated Waterloo-Wellington riding 
since 1997 – was acclaimed by the local 
Liberals as their candidate in the next 
federal election Feb. 23.
While an election hasn’t been called, 

Prime Minister Paul Martin is expected 
to announce one soon.
The local riding association for the Con-

servative Party of Canada is set to name 
its candidate March 6. Area New Demo-
crats are in the process of setting up a 
founding meeting under the Kitchener-
Conestoga boundaries – a nomination 
meeting will follow.

The man who designed Woolwich 
Township’s official logo was one of the 
victims in last week’s double homicide in 
Kitchener.
Randy Penner, 47, was a Conestogo 

resident and student at Elmira District 
Secondary School in 1973 when he won a 
contest to design the logo, depicting the 
area’s rural and industrial heritages.
Penner and Verna Bast, 87, were pro-

nounced dead at hospital Feb. 20 shortly 
after police, responding to a call at 542 
Glasgow St. in Kitchener, found two 
seriously injured people at the scene. A 
Kitchener man, who was known to both 
the victims, is charged with murder in the 
case.
Michael Eric Sirois, 25, faces two counts 

of first-degree murder. 

The case against a St. Jacobs-area 
landlord accused of not having work-
ing smoke alarms in a rental unit will 
be heard March 8. John Albrecht made 
his first appearance in court Feb. 23, at 
which time the case was postponed.
Albrecht was charged last month with 

one count of ‘fail to install smoke alarm’ 
under the Fire Prevention Code in rela-
tion to a Dec. 8 fire at a Martin Grove 
Road residence that resulted in $150,000 
in damages and left a family of 15 home-
less. The family has since moved to St. 
Clements.
If convicted, Albrecht faces up to 

$25,000 in fines, though the exact 
amount will be up to the judge who han-
dles the matter.

   ▼   WE’RE INDEPENDENT AND WE’RE WELL READ   —   WHAT’S NOT TO LIKE ABOUT WOOLWICH OBSERVER, THE  MOST AWARD-WINNING WEEKLY IN THE REGION?
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Crompton Co. re-
ceived a stiff rebuke 
from members of 

the Crompton Public Ad-
visory Committee this 
week, after the Elmira 
chemical company an-
nounced it was looking 
to develop a new product 
containing formaldehyde.

CPAC air quality com-
mittee member Ron 
Ormson told company 
representatives that the 
community would not 
accept the manufactur-
ing of BXA – an antioxi-
dant product that utilizes 
formaldehyde as a raw 
material – if it contributes 
to further environmental 
degradation.

“If (the product) con-
tains any odours or emis-
sions it would definitely 
be unwelcome by CPAC,” 
Ormson told the commit-
tee at a meeting held Feb. 
23 at Woolwich Township 
hall.   

Crompton representa-
tives Jeff Merriman and 
Dwight Este advised the 
committee that the Elmi-
ra plant had been asked 
by their parent company 
to conduct a feasibility 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s no place like 
home … for start-
ing a dialogue to re-

duce drug use by young 
people, says the principal 
of Elmira District Sec-
ondary School.

Gary Ayre said that’s 
the message he wanted 
out of a drug-abuse forum 
held last week at the high 
school, organized after 
several students were 
found to be using cocaine. 
About 200 community 
members gathered in the 

Drug awareness starts at home, says principal
Reaction positive to drug-abuse forum following cocaine issue at EDSS

EDSS gymnasium Feb. 19.
“We’re creating an op-

portunity for students to 
come down and talk to 
a counsellor or anyone 
in general about drugs. 
What we want to say 
to students here is that 
we’re not interested in 
names or in pinpointing 
people who use drugs, but 
rather, give them an op-
portunity to investigate 
some issues [they may 
be experiencing] and get 
some help.”

For the most part, Ayre 
said participants man-
aged to generate a healthy 

discussion among them-
selves about drug abuse 
and its harmful impact 
on young people.

“The parents that at-
tended the meeting were 
really proactive. No one 
pointed fingers … but 
genuinely came together 
to work on how we can 
recognize the issues” and 
deal with them.

Parents, he added, ac-
knowledged that more ef-
fort must be made to both 
get involved in their chil-
dren’s lives and be more 
attentive to possible signs 
that their child is using 

harmful substances.
Ayre said the forum also 

included presentations 
by police officers and ed-
ucators, who each gave a 
brief seminar on drugs in 
high schools and the im-
pact of peer pressure on 
young people. There were 
many instances where 
young people at the meet-

ing asked the forum’s 
advice on how to help fel-
low peers without being 
looked at negatively by 
other students.

“The best questions and 
responses came from the 
students,” he said. “It re-
ally hit home that we are 
no different than any oth-
er community and this is 

[a matter] that affects all 
teenagers.”   

Due to the relative suc-
cess of the forum, EDSS 
is working to organize 
other community-based 
initiatives, including an 
alcohol awareness night, 
and other possible work-
shops and guest speak-
ers.

Greater scrutiny required in 
development of new product
CPAC cautious about Crompton’s formaldehyde plan

study on BXA, and that 
lab tests were currently 
being conducted. 

“Crompton just wanted 
to give CPAC a ‘heads up’ 
that we’ve been asked to 
research this product and 
we are currently doing 
tests,” Este said.

Formaldehyde is a 
chemical commonly used 
to manufacture building 
materials and numerous 
household products in-
cluding some types of in-
sulation.

Crompton spokesperson 
Stacey Ferris-White said 
the feasibility study is 
only in its initial stages 
and that the company felt 
it was appropriate to no-
tify the township.

She added that it would 
take some time before the 
company could actually 
determine whether it can 
manufacture the product.

“Whenever we are asked 
to produce or manufac-
ture a chemical that we 
do not presently have (at 
Crompton) we look at all 
the factors,” Ferris-White 
told the Observer. “We (ad-
vise) CPAC about it and 
give them a chance to add 
their input on whether 
they want it here or not.” 

She stressed that the 

product was under heavy 
scrutiny and Crompton 
would not put it on the 
market, so to speak, if it 
did not meet strict envi-
ronmental criteria.  

“If we determine that 
the product doesn’t meet 
our environmental cri-
teria then we just wont 
produce it,” Ferris-White 
said. “This would take 
us 10 steps back from our 
progress and that’s just 
not worth it.”

In addition, Crompton 
released an updated list 
of odour complaints for 
December 2003 and Janu-
ary 2004.  The company 
only received four official 
complaints during the 
two-month period.

“Policing, implementing 
the policy will be tough in 
some instances,” Hoover 
admitted.

Hoover will prepare a 
report to council outlin-
ing the proposed policy, at 
which time it will be for-
mally addressed.

Several municipalities 
across the province have 
already enacted similar 
policies.

Continued from page 2

Cell phone ban

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Kitchener youth 
faces a range 
of theft-related 

charges after police in-
vestigated an abandoned 
vehicle Monday (Feb. 23) 
afternoon.

Officers were called to 
King Street in St. Jacobs 
at 2 p.m., after a nearby 
resident reported a car 
had been sitting in a 
ditch since 7 a.m. Upon 
investigation, police dis-
covered the vehicle – a 
2002 Toyota Camry – was 
reported stolen from a 
Waterloo address about 
12 hours prior.

The scene also looked as 
if someone had attempt-
ed to dislodge the car 

Returning to the 
scene of the crime
15-year-old arrested after stolen car found abandoned

from the ditch, Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel of Elmira’s 3A 
division said. A quantity 
of mechanics tools and 
electronics were also 
seen inside the vehicle.

“While [Const. Rich-
ard Holland] was parked 
there continuing the in-
vestigation, a van drove 
slowly by. The officer was 
a little bit suspicious of 
the van because it had 
a partially flat tire and 
the driver seemed to be 
paying special attention 
to the activity of the offi-
cer,” he explained.

The vehicle disappeared 
from sight, but the con-
stable located it a short 
time later on Three 
Bridges Road and fol-
lowed it north to Hawkes-
ville Road.

“When the officer at-
tempted to stop the vehi-
cle, (the driver) jackrab-
bited off … and ultimate-
ly put the vehicle in the 
ditch,” he said, adding 
the van entered a ditch 
on Northside Drive.

The driver was arrested 
at the scene. He was the 
lone occupant of the vehi-
cle – which had also been 
stolen, this time from a 
Kitchener address.

Charges pending 
against the 15-year-old 
Kitchener boy include 
two counts of theft over 
$5,000, two counts of pos-
session of stolen property 
over $5,000, two counts 
of theft under $5,000 and 
two counts of possession 
of stolen property under 
$5,000.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Ongoing problems 
between Welles-
ley’s community 

centre boards and coun-
cillors have boiled over 
once again, prompting 
one of the board chairs 
to step down. Ron Bisch, 
chair of the Wellesley 
Community Centre 
Board, said frustration 
led him to tender his 
resignation earlier this 
month.

His resignation came 
just days after the town-
ship’s recreation commit-
tee voted down a motion 
to seek input from the 
boards in reviewing the 
operation of the much-
criticized central book-

Wellesley CCB chair resigns out of frustration
“Why would you want to be just fundraising when you don’t get any say?” asks Bisch

ing system.
“The community centre 

boards are supposed to 
be advisory and that shut 
this down even more,” he 
told the Observer, refer-
ring to Mayor Ross Kel-
terborn’s failed Feb. 2 mo-
tion. “If they don’t think 
we’re supposed to give 
them advice or anything 
like that, why would we 
be there?”

At the Feb. 2 meeting, 
Kelterborn put forward 
a motion that would have 
seen the township’s ser-
vice boards meet with 
the recreation director to 
work out an alternative 
to centralized control. He 
sought to see a plan that 
would place keys in the 
individual communities 
so renters wouldn’t have 

to make their way to the 
township office in Cross-
hill to pick them up. 

But according to town-
ship CAO Susan Duke, the 
motion was tantamount 
to initiating a review of 
the entire system, some-
thing Bisch favours.

“I’m just fed up, had 
enough,” he said of try-
ing to work out the dif-
ferences between the 
board’s and recreation 
committee’s wishes. 
“Why would you want to 
be just fundraising when 
you don’t have any say?

He announced his resig-
nation to the board Feb. 7.

“Another one may go,” 
he said of the three re-
maining board members.

Bisch isn’t the first to 
resign as a result of the 

changes made to the op-
eration of the community 
centre boards – which 
was introduced in the last 
term of council. The entire 
St. Clements Community 
Centre Board resigned 
in May, 2003, citing lack 
of input into the facility’s 
operation under the new 
guidelines as the reason. 

Several members from 
the Wellesley Communi-
ty Centre Board, as well 
as a volunteer with the 
Hawkesville Community 
Centre Board, have also 
resigned out of frustra-
tion since centralized 
booking was put in place.

A new board has yet 
to take shape in St. Cle-
ments.

Wellesley village resi-
dent Coun. Joe Nowak an-

nounced to the recreation 
committee Feb. 24 that he 
had assumed Bisch’s va-
cated position with the 
board until a new chair 
can be found.

Mayor Ross Kelterborn – 
who wasn’t in office when 
centralized booking was 
initiated – was saddened 
to learn of Bisch’s resig-
nation.

“I’m quite disappointed 
that he decided to resign, 
however, he did and I ac-
cept that. Ron has done 
a lot of volunteer work 
around this community,” 
he said, praising Bisch’s 
efforts to keep the com-
munity centre running 
debt-free.

“There seems to be a 
breakdown between the 
service board … and the 

administration of the 
recreation.

“My thought was to try 
to do this very, very slow-
ly,” he added, referring 
to making changes to the 
central booking system. 
His Feb. 2 motion was ini-
tially designed to simply 
make keys available to 
renters of the centres in 
their respective commu-
nities. However, discus-
sions led to the addition 
of several other items, 
such as making rental 
contracts available in 
the communities and a 
review of the booking 
system.

The mayor attributes 
his motion’s failure on 
the additional items, sug-
gesting it was too much 
at once.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A Conestogo short-
cut may become a 
no-cut if Woolwich 

Coun. Murray Martin 
has his way.

The Ward 3 representa-
tive is calling for mea-
sures to prevent drivers 
from using Elgin Street 
and Evening Star Lane – 
routes that lead to a well-
used municipal park – to 
bypass the four-way stop 
at Northfield Drive and 
Sawmill Road.

Discussing the issue at a 
Feb. 24 council meeting, 
Martin asked engineer-
ing staff to study options 
for increasing safety 
on the township routes 
– Northfield Drive and 
Sawmill Road fall under 

No-cut trumps
the shortcut
Councillor looking for safety measures 

at Conestogo intersection
Waterloo Region’s juris-
diction.

“Everybody uses that as 
a shortcut when there’s 
traffic at the four-way 
stop. There’s a stop sign 
at the intersection [of El-
gin Street and Evening 
Star Lane] – eight out of 
10 never stop, they just 
keep going at the same 
speed,” he said.

The practice has been 
an ongoing sore spot with 
residents in that part 
of the village, he added, 
suggesting Elgin Street 
should be converted to 
a one-way route – “that 
cuts all of the traffic us-
ing the shortcut.”

Martin also suggested 
placing speed bumps on 
Evening Star Lane to 
calm traffic, including 
park users.

“We can do this so that 
when people leave the 
ballpark, they don’t go 
tearing out.”

Martin said neighbours 
have complained about 
the situation over the 
years; he’s raised the is-
sue with township staff 
and with police, who 
have monitored the traf-
fic in that area.

Sgt. Merv Knechtel of 
the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service’s Division 
3A said he has spoken to 
Martin about neighbour-
hood concerns.

“Certainly, if there is 
a stop sign there and 
people are going through 
[it], we’re ever vigilant to 
make sure we catch the 
violators – especially if 
it’s problematic,” he said 
Feb. 25.

STEVE KANNON

AT A CROSSROADS Woolwich Ward 3 Coun. Murray Martin is looking to boost safety measures at the 
corner of Elgin Street and Evening Star Lane in Conestogo. 
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I’m just fed up, had enough. Wellesley Community Centre Board chair Ron Bisch 
resigns over ongoing disputes with council’s direction.

» Walking that mile
If you want to understand someone, 
walk a mile in his shoes ... or sledge, 
as the case may be. Some local hockey 
players did just that as they experi-
enced firsthand the trials of those 
who play on the national sledge hock-
ey team: a valuable fundraiser.

» Volunteer appreciation?
Relying on volunteers for the bulk of 
the heavy lifting at its community cen-
tres, Wellesley Township should try 
to be more accommodating. Recent 
moves are heading in the right direc-
tion, but more is needed to undo the 
ill will generated previously.

» No Caribbean vacation
Already living in the poorest nation 
in the Western Hemisphere, Haitians 
are seeing another round of civil war 
as rebels seek to overthrow yet an-
other leader. Meanwhile, food-aid 
programs go wanting as supplies 
are looted.

Ain’t nothin’ recreational about drugs
���������
������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Health care on
life support

Motorists get 
hosed at pumps

As gasoline prices toyed with the 80-cents-per-
litre line in the last week, we were treated to 
another example of our short-term memory 
problems.

A year ago, we were calling for government heads 
over soaring prices for fuel and heating oil. Recent 
spikes, we were told at the time, were linked to unease 
of a potential war in Iraq and the aftereffects of a la-
bour dispute in Venezuela – once those issues were 
resolved, we’d be back on track.

Fast-forward one year: the war in Iraq is “over,” the 
labour dispute long forgotten. Gasoline prices, how-
ever, are back in the uncomfortably familiar range.

While oil companies argue the ups and downs (most-
ly ups these days) of gasoline prices are purely market 
driven, they offer little evidence. Hikes are, in essence, 
supposed to be revenue neutral. But as prices spiked 
in the fall and winter, Canada’s four largest gasoline 

Canada’s universal health-care system seems 
headed for the morgue – the victim of a severe 
case of politician-itis.

Meeting this week, the country’s provincial 
premiers sounded a familiar refrain: “Ottawa, give 
us more money … or else.” Sounding the alarm bell, 
the provincial leaders predicted our current system 
wouldn’t last through the decade without a major cash 
infusion from a federal government that, they say, is 
flush with cash. 

Does our health-care system need more money? In its 
current configuration, yes. But throwing money at the 
problem won’t solve the current dilemma: health care 
spending is increasing at a rate far above inflation, 
and above the rate of economic growth. Expenditures 
are jumping by seven to 10 per cent a year – between 
1996 and 2001, the amount rose to $97.2 billion a year 
from $75.2 billion, according to the latest figures avail-
able from Statistics Canada.

Putting more money into the system today would 
take care of this year’s increase. But what about the 
money for next year’s expenditures? Add 10 per cent to 
$100 billion and you’ve got an idea of the magnitude – a 
$5 billion federal surplus will only go so far.

 New technologies, including testing equipment and 
pharmaceuticals, are expensive. Add those expen-
ditures to our ever-increasing expectations of what 
medicine can and should do for us, and you soon see 
the problem – we don’t have the money to do what we 
want to do, especially since those desires are joined by 
equally strong aversion to more taxes.

At some point difficult decisions will have to be 
made. What services will be covered? How much care 
is enough? Do we ration resources? Is one patient’s 
case more important than another’s? Hard choices all 
– and left to the politicians, they’ll be poorly handled.

Saying ‘no’ is difficult for elected officials; they want 
to be re-elected and shy away from bad publicity – 
make no mistakes, there will be many stances on this 
issue – and would rather tell us what we want to hear  
than what we need to hear. 

Eventually, of course, they will have no choice but 
to come clean. Until then, the likes of our provincial 
politicians will say there’s nothing wrong that more 
federal money won’t fix.

Sure was plenty go-
ing on in these parts 
last week, what with 

that big fire and a plane 
comin’ down, it made for 
some readin’. I was par-
ticularly taken, though, 
with that cocaine story 
from EDSS.

Now, everybody expects 
kids, especially them at 
high school, to get up to 
some hijinks. The occa-
sional prank and some 
stretchin’ of the limits is 
always on the list – boys 
will be boys, after all. But 
I don’t hold with steppin’ 
right over the line – I hope 
they is able to clamp down 
on the problem and bring 
it to an end. Kids today 
already got enough bad 
influences, so they sure as 
Hades don’t need no more.

I don’t hold with usin’ 
drugs like it’s fun time 
– when some of them kids 
get to be my age, they’ll 
see that there ain’t noth-
ing good about havin’ to 
take drugs … and they’ll 
be wishin’ that they didn’t 
have to bother none.

I don’t know what they is 
going to do at the school, 
but I sure expect ‘em to 
knock some sense into 
the kids’ heads – if it’s 
possible. Still, I won’t be 
holdin’ my breath at all 
on account of how I seen 

that the court system 
ain’t exactly doin’ much. 
I read how only a small 
fraction of the druggies – 
and that’s includin’ them 
that sells the stuff – actu-
ally sees any prison time. 
Maybe someone at the 
courts has been smoking 
the funny stuff.

BEING A MAN AND 
DOING THE RIGHT THING
We may be a bunch 

of pantywaists in this 
country, but George W. is 
showin’ he’s got the right 
stuff down there in the 
U.S. While our do-noth-
in’ politicians is kissin’ 
butts of all persuasions 
here, the president  is 
kickin’ ‘em, and takin’ 
names when it comes to 
this gay marriage thing 
– he knows it ain’t right, 
and he’s set to do some-
thin’ about it.

Seems some of the 
courts down south is 
makin’ noises about how 
real marriages ain’t fair 
– they even got them 
“weddings” going on in 
some parts – but Bush is 
fixin’ to bypass all that 
nonsense: if the eggheads 

say it ain’t constitutional, 
change the constitution.

Like I said before, folks 
ain’t electin’ judges to be 
makin’ policy decisions 
– heck, we ain’t even got a 
say in this country. It’s up 
to the politicians to make 
them choices … and to do 
it right. All right-minded 
folk know what marriage 
is; if some off-kilter types 
want to play with the seri-
ous business of marriage, 
then they should be pre-
pared to face the wrath 
of a real leader who’ll put 
them in their place – let 
‘em go off and play ‘pre-
tend’ and other childish 
games.

It’s another sad case, like 
the war in Iraq, where 
we’re gettin’ showed up 
by the Yanks as a bunch 
of bleedin’ hearts. It just 
ain’t right.

REFORMERS BREED ‘EM 
RIGHT, NO TROUGHIN’

I sure as shootin’ agree 
that politicians is often 
on the take and that most 
of them is in it for what 
they can get, but I take ex-
ception with the editorial 
that ran in last week’s Ob-

server: the Reform boys is 
different.

I ain’t sayin’ every-
thing’s perfect, but a 
party based on the grass-
roots ain’t gonna allow its 
politicians to go rushin’ 
to the trough.

Stephen Harper ain’t 
known to me personally, 
but you can tell he’s an 
upright fella. He ain’t 
Preston – there ain’t too 
many in that fine mold 
– but he knows what’s 
right. With the Alliance 
in power, you know we 
ain’t gonna see nothin’ 
like them spendin’ scan-
dals we’re hearing about 
– there ain’t nothin’ like 
Liberals porkbarreling.

But while I’m layin’ it 
on the Liberals – and 
they deserve every lick 
they’re getting – to be fair 
I gotta say I ain’t none 
too happy with the news 
about Hydro One forkin’ 
out millions to folks con-
nected to the Tories in 
Ontario. That just won’t 
do, especially from folks 
who call themselves Con-
servatives – it just makes 
the rest of the population 
think too much about the 
dark years under Mul-
roney. And that ain’t gon-
na help us get rid of the 
Liberals here next time 
out.▼ See MOTORISTS page 8



ADVERTISING POLICY: All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s 
discretion. The Publisher will not be responsible for damages arising out of 
errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by 
that portion of the advertisement in which the error occured.
COPYRIGHT POLICY: Any design, artwork, copyright or typesetting supplied 
by Woolwich Observer is for the exclusive use by the Publisher. Any other use 
not authorized is an infringement of copyright. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, without prior 
written permission of the Publisher. REPRODUCTION RIGHTS: A licence 
obtained from CANCOPY (Canadian Copyright Licensing Agency) located at 1 
Yonge St., 1900, Toronto, ON  M5E 1E5  FAX: (416)868-1621

LETTER POLICY: The Observer welcomes letters to the editor on topics of 
interest to our readers. Letters may be edited for length, clarity, grammar, 
and legal considerations. All letters must be signed and contain the writer’s 
full name and telephone number for verifications purposes. Unsigned or 
anonymous letters will not be considered for publication. If you have a 
legitimate concern and cannot sign your name to a letter, please contact the 
editor to discuss alternative means of resolving the issue. This newspaper 
declines announcements, poetry, and thank-you letters in the opinion section. 
Short letters have more impact — 100-200 words to a max word count of 
400. The Observer is a member of the Ontario Press Council which considers 
complaints against member newspapers. www.ontpress.com for more info.

DELIVERY COMPLAINTS: All delivery concerns 
are taken seriously. Substandard deliveries, late 
deliveries, or non-deliveries should be reported 
to the Observer during regular working hours at 
(519) 669-5790.
Saturdays by 3pm call (519) 894-3000

AUDITED CIRCULATION:

11,860
FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 

THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

 FEBRUARY 28, 2004 • OPINION PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 7    

?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Would you rather see 
governments cut spending 

and maintain taxes or increase 
services and raise taxes?”

Mary
Turpel

THE DISCOVERY OF THE REAL COKE PROBLEM AT EDSS.

“They need to 
stop spending 
and make sure 
the most needed 
areas are taken 
care of... social 
and health and 
so on.”

Jason
Booth

“Cut spend-
ing and hold 
taxes. Every 
time they... im-
prove  services, 
it doesn’t seem 
as if we get any 
improvement.”

Tom
Kropf

“Improve ser-
vices and raise 
taxes. I feel it’s 
better.”

Nicole
Mueller

“I think they 
could always 
trim where its 
necessary... and 
certain programs 
don’t get enough 
funding.”
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The Belinda show adds colour to bland Tory race

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

New subdivisions 
show urban sprawl 
is alive and well in 
Woolwich Township

▼ See RESPONSIBLE page 8

To the Editor,
I was disappointed to 

read such a narrow-
minded article on the 
increase in residential 
housing projects planned 
for Elmira (More subdi-
visions on Elmira’s hori-
zon, Observer, Feb. 21). 

Throughout the article 
the only mention made 
regarding the negative 
effects of these projects 
was some concern ex-
pressed by residents over 
land values. More con-
sideration needs to be 
taken when evaluating 
the impacts of new hous-
ing proposals than just 
the short-term economic 
gains.

With five subdivi-

sions now being built or 
planned, more and more 
of the valuable farmland 
surrounding Elmira is 
being permanently lost. 
This urban sprawl is one 
of the main environmen-
tal problems currently 
facing southern Ontario. 
The expansion of our cit-
ies permanently destroys 
land that is valuable both 
for farming and for the 
well-being of our natural 
wildlife. 

When the plans for a 
new subdivision are an-
nounced much more 
should be considered 
than the financial gain 
the builders and local 
shops will reap.

There are viable solu-
tions to Elmira’s growing 
population other than 
building outward, such 
as the construction of 

WANT TO GET SOMETHING OFF YOUR CHEST?

WRITE A LETTER.
WOOLWICH OBSERVER OPINIONS.

YOUR LETTERS. YOUR VOICE. YOUR SECTION. USE IT.

Well, you see, it is 
the Grand Ball-
room in the Sher-

aton Hotel in Tranna, 
Centre of the Universe, 
and there are some 1,100 
idolators collected for the 
speech by Belinda Stron-
ach.

It is before the combined 
audiences of the Empire 
Club and the Canadian 
Club, the two non-profit 
outfits that provide a 
platform for the most 
important person in the 
world this week.

The esteemed sponsors 
have offered, in front of 
the rubber chicken, the 
three contenders, in a 
fortnight, for the cham-
pionship of the new Re-
f o r m /A l l i a n c e / T o r y 
dog’s breakfast known as 
the Conservative Party of 
almost-all Canada. Tony 
Clement drew 350 bod-
ies. Stephen Harper drew 
430. Belinda – Bay Street 
obeys what Bay Street is 
ordered to do – draws the 
aforementioned 1,100, all 
of them identical in dark 
suits.

The wine – the Empire 
and Canadian clubs be-

ing the nest of WASP Es-
tablishment – flowed like 
glue. The Empire Club 
always toasts “to our 
Queen” – who happens 
to live far away across an 
ocean in a castle. The Ca-
nadian Club, more politi-
cally-correct, calls for “a 
toast to Canada.” It comes 
in ice water.

The 37-year-old who 
would be prime minister 
is quite good this day. 
She has sharpened up 
her speech writers, jok-
ing up that she has been 
labelled “Magna Spice,” 
the “It Girl” and “Bionic 
Stronach.”

A good touch, for the 
daughter of an immigrant 
who arrived in Canada 
from Austria with $4.00 
in his pocket, started his 
auto parts dream in his 
garage and now is a bil-
lionaire who owns all but 
three of the most impor-
tant race tracks in the Ex-
cited States of America.

The strangest part of 
her father’s dream is that 
Stephen Harper, the in-
telligent obvious winner 
of the Tory race who is a 
man very hard to like, is 

more than somewhat wor-
ried about the 37-year-old 
who is sharpening up her 
platform style.

Because of the bizarre 
(i.e. goofy) party rules 
extant, each of the 301 
ridings in the land has an 
equivalent vote. Which 
means, in the wintry 
wastes of the Gaspé, where 
Conservative backroom 
boy Tom Long foundered, 
where perhaps non-exis-
tent Conservatives can 
be bought (or, ahem, sold 
memberships) that riding 
will have the equivalent 
weight of a Harper rid-
ing in Red Deer that has 
25,000 real people.

Such is life. That’s how 
Brian Mulroney, sup-
posedly Belinda’s secret 
guru, became PM. It is 
noted, at the head table 
larded with heavyweights 
– two Tory premiers, Bill 
Davis and Mike Harris, 
not to mention former 
lieutenant-governor Hil-

ary Weston – is Elmer 
MacKay (father of Peter), 
former solicitor-general 
in the Mulroney cabinet, 
flown in from Nova Sco-
tia to add some clout.

She said, “Martin wasn’t 
the steward on the Good 
Ship Chrétien. He was 
First Mate.” She’s not go-
ing to win. But, under the 
rules, on Mar. 20 at the 
leadership convention in 
Tranna, if Harper doesn’t 
win on the first ballot, 
she and Clement will de-
cide who goes for who on 
the second.

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH: “I don’t think 
anymore.” – Jean Chré-
tien, replying to report-

ers asking him about 
his response to the 
$100,000,000 advertising 
boondoggle.

It was British Labour 
prime minister Har-
old Wilson, succeeding 
Harold Macmillan, who 
coined the phrase: “In 
politics, a week is a long 
time.” Only now have 
Peter Mansbridge and 
the CBC learned that tru-
ism. Poor Mansbridge, 
off in Kabul, schmoozing 
with our lonely troops in 
Afghanistan, having to 
lead off his broadcasts 
with the latest scandal on 
lonely, snow-filled Otta-
wa. Someone had a great 
idea. Too bad.

SECOND BEST QUOTE 
OF MONTH: “The Presi-
dent is not a statistician.” 
– White House press sec-
retary Scott McClellan, 
over the George Bush 

prediction that the U.S 
economy would generate 
2.6 million jobs this year, 
over last year’s projection 
of at least 1.7 million new 
jobs – which turned out to 
be a loss of 53,000 jobs.

BEST JOURNALISTIC 
JOB OF THE WEEK: 
Christie Blatchford of the 
Globe and Mail, pointing 
out that Ron Osbourne, 
fired as president and 
CEO of Ontario Power 
Generation with a sal-
ary package of $950,000 
last year (and seated just 
beneath the salt at the 
Belinda lunch) submitted 
a bill for $16.79 for an in-
room movie.

ALL TIME QUOTE: 
“One of the greatest myths 
of the industry: that jour-
nalists are essential to 
producing a newspaper.” 
– Lord Conrad Black of 
Crossharbour.
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In today’s news, the pot called the kettle black

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612

1402 King St., St. Jacobs

Lean Ground Beef...........................$2.39 lb.

Boneless Chicken Breasts..................$4.99 lb.

Smoked Pork Loin Chops..................$3.99 lb.

Deli Sliced
Oven Roasted Chicken Breast.............$5.99 lb.

Polish Sausage...............................$2.39 lb.

Havarti Cheese..............................$5.99 lb.

Specials: March 1 to 6

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

zzaJ 1430 King St., St. Jacobs
(519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m.-4 p.m. at ....

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Homestyle soup, Waterloo County Salad Bar,
French toast, apple bread pudding,

build-your-own waffles and omelette stations,
Maple Dijon Ham, roast beef,

herbed roasted chicken with mango pineapple salsa,
Stone Crock Farmers Sausage and bacon

decadent tortes & fresh pies
• Adults $12.99

• Children (Under 5 yrs FREE,
5-8 yrs  $5.99, 9-12 yrs  $7.99)

Served 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Mon. & Tues. 5 -7pm

Includes soup, 
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

$11.99

EARLY BIRD
Evening Buffet

(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Clip & Save Coupon  WO

OFF.00$1(Expires March 9/04)

Any Freshly Baked
Stone Crock Pie

With the poll num-
bers for the feder-
al Liberals plum-

meting to their lowest 
point in a decade, many 
leading figures within the 
party are having second 
and third thoughts about 
the wisdom of calling an 
election for May. What 
once looked like an easy 
walk to victory for Paul 
Martin is now looking 
much more uncertain.

Much of the public sup-
port that is deserting the 
Liberals appears to be 
headed to the new Regres-
sive Conservative Party, 

led by… well, no one at the 
moment. The prospect of 
a Conservative govern-
ment, or even a reinvigo-
rated opposition party on 
the far right, emerging 
as a key consequence of 
the Liberals’ current and 
past ethical challenges is 
almost nauseating.

For those with short-
term memories, these 
were the guys that you 
vigorously kicked out 
to bring in the Liberals. 
And, before that, you 
crushed the Liberals in 
favour of the Conserva-
tives. 

The defining moment 
of the 1984 election cam-
paign – the first one in 
which I was eligible to 
vote – occurred when Bri-
an Mulroney confronted 
John Turner about the 
patronage orgy that oc-
curred when Turner re-
placed Pierre Trudeau 
as Prime Minister. “You 
had a choice, sir. You 
could have said, ‘No, I’m 
not going to do it’.”

In a more candid mo-
ment during the cam-
paign, however, Mul-
roney betrayed his true 
feelings about political 
patronage and corrup-
tion. Mulroney told re-
porters, “Let’s face it, 
there’s no whore like an 
old whore. If I’d been in 
Bryce’s (Mackasey) posi-
tion, I’d have been right 
in there with my nose 
in the public trough like 
the rest of them.” And, he 
was like the rest of them. 

Mulroney remains a ma-
jor backroom force in the 
Conservative Party. He 
reportedly played a key 
role in facilitating the 
merger of the PCs and the 
Alliance. Now, he’s work-
ing the phones on behalf 
of Belinda Stronach, 

convincing many of his 
old Quebec contacts that 
they really want a unilin-
gual Anglophone with no 
political experience lead-
ing their party. 

But, the names of two of 
Mulroney’s former MPs 
– Gabriel Fontaine and 
Michel Côté – had to be 
removed from Stronach’s 
posted list of endorse-
ments after past ethical 
breaches (including Fon-
taine’s fraud conviction) 
were “discovered” by her 
campaign. 

Meanwhile, fellow lead-
ership contender Tony 
Clement is finding that 
the ethics issue is more 
of a boomerang than a 
stone to be cast at the Lib-
erals. He has been very 
aggressive in attacking 
the Liberals, referring 
to “wide-scale looting of 
the taxpayers’ coffers to 
benefit the friends of the 
Liberal party.” At the 
same time, he thinks it’s 
acceptable for Tom Long, 
his campaign co-chair, 
to have accepted $83,000 
merely for asking his 
friend (and fellow Harris 
organizer) Deb Hutton 
whether she wanted a job 
at Hydro One. Long was 

one of several Ontario PC 
insiders to be handed un-
tendered contracts with 
the government-owned 
utility for huge sums of 
money and little obvious 
real work. 

When questioned by the 
Toronto Sun about the 
apparent selectiveness of 
his high moral standards, 
Clement offered weakly 
that “I guess I could [ask 
Long about the contract]. 
The issue is that they 
feel, I suppose, in their 
reaction, that things are 
justifiable, so, unless 
there’s something more 
that comes of it, I’m not 
sure what else I can gain 
from the conversation, 
but I’d be happy to have 
that conversation.” 

Of course, Ontario isn’t 
the only province in 
which Conservative gov-
ernments have got stuck 
in the ethical quicksand. 
In Saskatchewan, the af-
termath of nine years of 
Conservative rule saw 
14 Conservative MLAs 
– including the former 
deputy premier – and two 
caucus workers convict-
ed of fraud and breach of 
trust. They were found 
to have illegally diverted 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from government 
allowances into their 
own pockets through bo-
gus expense claims. 

Grant Devine, who was 

Premier in that govern-
ment, says he knew noth-
ing of the scam, and is try-
ing to return to politics 
as a federal Conservative 
candidate. “They are go-
ing after Mr. Martin re-
ally hard on this sponsor-
ship scandal,” Devine told 
the media after the party 
tried to block his nomina-
tion. “While they are do-
ing that, they don’t want 
to be associated with any 
other past governments 
of any kind, in particu-
lar the Progressive Con-
servative government of 
Grant Devine.” 

But, whether Devine 
ends up being a candi-
date or not, how much 
credibility do the Conser-
vatives have in criticiz-
ing Paul Martin for “not 
knowing”? 

Canadian voters have 
every right to be angry 
at the Liberals, and to 
base their votes at least 
partly upon that anger. 
But, while they are flock-
ing to the polls to “throw 
the bums out,” it is also 
essential that they pay 
attention to who they are 
letting in. If they defeat 
the Liberals only to elect 
the Conservatives, the 
“People Who Love Irony” 
would be very pleased, 
but the country could be 
even worse off in terms of 
the ethical standards of 
its government. 

  

companies – the parent 
companies of Petro-Can-
ada, Esso, Sunoco and 
Shell – have been posting 
massive profit increases. 
News this week shows 
EnCana Corp., North 
America’s largest oil and 
gas explorer, posted a 51-
per-cent hike in fourth-
quarter profits.

Clearly, the stories don’t 
match. With tax rev-
enues growing as prices 
rise – and municipalities 
eyeballing a slice of that 
federal pie – don’t expect 
relief when Paul Martin’s 
government hands down 
its first budget Mar. 23.

taller, more land-efficient 
buildings. We are respon-
sible for the well-being 
of our environment and 
neglecting this responsi-
bility is the reason why 
our environment is in the 
poor shape it is in today.

Daniel Durston
Elmira

Continued from page 6

Continued from page 7

Motorists are right 
to be fuming over 
inflated gas prices

Responsible planning 
needed in Elmira

THE VIEW 
FROM HERE
Weekly ONLY in
your Woolwich

Observer.
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All the numbers fit to print Wellesley levels the field         Breslau firm takes steel industry award

����������
����

��������������
�

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����� ������� ����������� ��������� ����� � ����� ���� ����� ��� ������ ����������� ��� ���� ��������� ����������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������

Breslau’s ACL Steel this week received the Steel Plus Network’s North 
American Excellence Award. The company was selected from among fi-
nalists in the 155-member network’s 10 N.A. regions. Founded in 1974, 
ACL Steel operates from an 18,000-sq.-ft. facility on Woolwich Street.

Managing your funds - which way works best?
As human beings, 

we are inclined to 
take action to make 

a current, uncomfortable 
situation better by mak-
ing some changes. We are 
emotional creatures who 
justify our emotions with 
rational explanations, but 
we have to keep in mind 
that changing our port-
folios based on emotions 
(fear and greed) isn’t al-
ways in our own best in-
terests. That being said, 
if you are considering 
some changes, perhaps 
you should seek an objec-
tive, professional opinion 
before doing so.  Here are 
some of the strategies I’ve 
come across (and tried) 
over the past decade.
The Wing-it Strategy. 

This is the most common 
mutual fund strategy. Ba-
sically, if your portfolio 
does not have a plan or a 
structure, then it is likely 
that you are employing a 

wing-it strategy to man-
age your portfolio. Take 
the test, if you are adding 
money to your portfolio 
today, how do you decide 
what to invest in? Are 
you one that searches 
for a new investment be-
cause you do not like the 
ones you already have? A 
little of this and a little 
of that? If you already 
have a plan or structure, 
then adding money to the 
portfolio should be really 
easy. In my opinion, wing-
ing it will have the least 
success because there is 
little to no consistency. 
Market Timing Strat-

egy. The market timing 
strategy implies the abil-
ity to get into and out of 
sectors, assets or mar-
kets at the right time. 
The ability to market 
time means that you will 
forever buy low and sell 
high. Unfortunately few 
investors buy low and 

sell high because inves-
tor behavior is usually 
driven by emotions in-
stead of logic. The reality 
is most investors tend to 
do exactly the opposite 
– buy high and sell low. 
This leads me to believe 
that market timing does 
not work in practice. No 
one can accurately pre-
dict the future with any 
consistency.
Buy and Hold Strat-

egy. This is by far the 
most commonly preached 
investment strategy. The 
reason it is most com-
monly preached is that 
statistical probabilities 

are on your side. Mar-
kets generally go up 75 
per cent of the time and 
down 25 per cent of the 
time. If you employ a 
buy and hold strategy 
and weather through the 
ups and downs of the 
market, you will make 
money 75 per cent of the 
time. The other issue 
that makes this strategy 
most popular is it is easy 
to employ. This does not 
make it better or worse. 
It is just easy to buy and 
hold. The more difficult 
task is to pick competent 
funds and managers at 
first, then don’t lose your 

confidence in them when 
the ship strays off course. 
That requires discipline 
on the investors’ part and 
professional research 
and analysis to reinforce 
the initial investment de-
cision.
Re-Balancing Strat-

egy. Re-balancing is 
somewhat of a middle 
ground between mar-
ket timing and buy and 
hold. With this strategy, 
you will re-visit your 
portfolio mix from time 
to time and make some 
readjustments. The real-
ity is that after the first 
year, most investors are 
inclined to dump their 
loser funds to buy more 
of the winners. However, 
the right strategy is to do 
the opposite and practice 
selling high, and buying 
low. Re-balancing sim-
ply means that you sell 
some of the funds that 
did the best to buy some 

of the funds that did the 
worst. Your heart will 
go against this logic but 
it is the right thing to do 
because the one constant 
in investing is that ev-
erything goes in cycles.
It’s all about disci-

pline. The key to port-
folio management is 
to have a discipline 
that you adhere to. The 
most successful money 
mangers in the world 
are successful because 
they have a discipline 
to manage money. War-
ren Buffet said it best: 
“To invest successfully 
over a lifetime does not 
require a stratospheric 
I.Q., unusual business 
insight, or inside infor-
mation. What is needed 
is a sound intellectual 
framework for making 
decisions and the ability 
to keep emotions from 
corroding that frame-
work.” 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the recent birth of her 
daughter, St. Clements’ 
Marcia Dietrich is hoping 
to spend a little more time at 

home, but that doesn’t mean she plans 
to become a stay-at-home mom. She and 
her husband Scott are in the process of 
converting their garage into a full-sized 
pet grooming salon. 

Marcia’s Pet Grooming Salon current-
ly operates out of the basement of the 
couple’s Charles Street home – a busi-
ness that until recently was only part-
time. Last summer the couple was given 
the go-ahead by the township for a sa-
lon. With the birth of Kara, their four-
month-old daughter, Dietrich is looking 
to make it a full-time career.

“I would really like to be able to stay 
home with her. I’ve always liked doing 
the grooming but I’ve always worked at 
a vet clinic full-time as well,” she told 
the Observer, noting she has left her po-
sition as a veterinarian technician.

“I’ll be able to be home with her a little 
bit more.”

While the renovations to the garage 
are new – actually, they’re still in the 
process – the grooming business isn’t. 
Dietrich has been running the salon 
for about a year and was previously one 
of the owners of Canine Clips in Kitch-
ener. She and co-owner Linda Weiberg 
started the salon about five years ago.

However, Dietrich sold her portion of 
the business about two-and-a-half years 
ago, when she married and the couple 
moved to St. Clements.

“It was something I’ve always wanted 

In-home business allows 
more time with family

St. Clements family converting garage into pet grooming salon

to do, but being in a small town, I wasn’t 
sure how busy it would be, if I’d be busy 
enough to be able to stay at home with 
her and do this,” she said, referring to 
her daughter. “I’ve seen already, just do-
ing it part-time, I’ve got a pretty large 

clientele.”
Renovations to the garage are under-

way, however, she’s still operating out 
of a small salon she constructed in their 
basement, complete with a wash tub, 
grooming table and various associated 

tools. The garage salon is expected to be 
ready by early May.

“We’re not tearing the garage down, 
we’re dry-walling it with floors and a 
ceiling and turning it into a full size 
groom shop. It won’t even look like a 
garage,” Dietrich said in describing her 
plans, which also include eliminating 
the car-sized door.

“I like the one-on-one attention. 
There’s only one dog here at a time, un-
less they’re [owned by the same fami-
ly],” she said, adding it will be the same 
with the larger salon.

“I do dogs from start to finish. I don’t 
get as many dogs done in a day, but it’s 
not a money issue for me. I just enjoy it, 
this is how I like doing it.”

Pet owners are also invited to stay for 
the duration of the grooming, some-
thing she said makes both the animal 
and owners feel more comfortable.

“My clients really enjoy the fact that 
they’re allowed to stay. I’ve gotten a 
lot of clients that way. A lot of people 
do stay,” she said. “I think owners like 
knowing what goes on, they like mak-
ing sure their dogs aren’t hurt in any 
way. When they get told that they can’t 
stay and they’ve got to leave their dog, I 
think a lot of red lights go on.”

There are no tranquilizers or seda-
tives used during grooming, she point-
ed out. 

“And I don’t use the noose either – I 
don’t tie them up,” she said, referring 
to restraints sometimes used in the 
grooming process. “I don’t use kennels, 
I hand blow-dry all my dogs. I’ve seen 
too many dogs come out of cages that 
have had blow-dryers on them with 
heat exhaustion and burns.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

Cleaners of Wellesley Township’s recreation facilities earn a variety of 
wages for the same work, but that’s about to change. All will be brought in 
line with their highest-paid colleagues: the $10.56 per hour currently paid 
to cleaners at the Hawkesville CC. Others were earning $9.97 and $9.53.

  Woolwich councillors gave the final, formal nod Feb. 24 to the town-
ship’s 2004 budget, which features $6.5 million in operating funds and 
$6.1 million in capital expenditures. A full overview of the budget, includ-
ing water and wastewater funds, is available from the township office.

A LITTLE OFF THE TOP  St. Clements resident Marcia Dietrich gives one of her clients a trim at her 
basement pet grooming salon. She’s in the process of turning her garage into a formal salon.



SPORTSPAGES
Woolwich recreational facilities got a $1,000 boost from the Canadian 

National Sledge Hockey team players last weekend. The funds, presented 
to Graham and LuAnn Snyder for the Dan Snyder Memorial Fund, will be 
used to support recreational projects in the township.

The Elora Rocks Senior AA squad – which greatly consists of Woolwich 
players – headed into this weekend tied 2-2 in the best-of-seven playoff se-
ries against the Milverton 4-Wheel Drives. Game fi ve played out last night, 
but the results weren’t known as of press time.

A trio of Wellesley Applejacks has been named to the Junior Develop-
ment’s Bauer Division all-star team. Defenceman Ryan Gerber, centre 
Sean Ryan and left winger Brad Forsyth were selected by the league. 
Earlier this season, teams selected representatives for an all-star game.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
are heading into this 
weekend with confi -
dence. Up 3-1 in their 

best-of-seven playoff series 
with Owen Sound, all it will 
take is a single win to move 
into the second round.

“We’ve put ourselves in a 
good position to win the se-
ries,” coach John East told the 
Observer after Wednesday’s 6-2 
home-ice victory, noting that if 
they won on the road yesterday 
(Feb. 27) in Port Elgin they’ll 
be facing Stratford in the next 
round – Friday’s game results 
weren’t known at press time.

Stratford – the Mid-Western 
Junior B league’s top team in 
the regular season – dashed 
Brampton’s playoff hopes in 
four straight games, winning 
11-1, 9-4, 6-2 and 7-1.

For the Kings, the series 
with Owen Sound started on a 
positive note with a 3-2 win in 
Owen Sound Feb. 20. That was 
followed up in the local barn 
with a 5-3 loss last Sunday.

However, midweek play put 
the series fi rmly in the Kings 
favour, with a 3-1 win on the 
road Tuesday and a 6-2 victory 
at Elmira Arena Wednesday.

“It puts us in a desperate situ-

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The EDSS girls’ hock-
ey team increased 
their chances of 

grasping some playoff 
hardware this week, win-
ning their Waterloo coun-
ty high school champion-
ship quarterfi nal game 
in Elmira.

 The Lancers sailed 
into the Waterloo Coun-
ty semifi nals, defeating 
Kitchener’s Cameron 
Heights Collegiate Insti-
tute by a score of 4-1 on 
Feb. 24.  

“Cameron Heights are 
a very good, competitive 
team but the girls went 
into the game pretty con-
fi dent,” Lancers’ coach 
John Swatridge said of 
the girls’ determined 
level of play. “They (Cam-
eron Heights) skated well 
but the girls worked hard 
and managed to pull off 
the win.” 

Playoff bound
EDSS girls’ hockey team advances to semifi nals

EDSS will now face 
eighth-ranked St. Mary’s 
High School, and accord-
ing to Swatridge, the 
girls’ team couldn’t have 
asked for a better match 
up.

“We initially thought 
we’d be facing Forest 
Heights in the semifi -
nals,” Swatridge told 
the Observer. “[Forest 
Heights] has been the 
number one team all 
year, not losing a single 
game so it was a real 
surprise that St. Mary’s 
beat them.

“[St. Mary’s] is on a roll, 
they’re good and they’re 
fast … so we certainly 
have our work cut out or 
us.”

But, despite the Lanc-
ers’ success, Swatridge 
added that his team is 
not letting the win get to 
their heads.

“Our ultimate goal is to 
get a lot further than we 
are right now,” he said. 

“We’re happy with the 
win but we won’t jump up 
and down until we win a 
championship.”

Swatridge said the team 
has really rallied around 
a few central players, 
namely EDSS veteran 
Kathy Shantz.

The Lancers’ coach said 
Shantz is the only player 
on the team that actually 
pursued the sport out-
side of school, noting that 
more girls have picked up 
the game as a result.

“We only have one play-
er that’s actually a hock-
ey player,” Swatridge 
said referring to Shantz. 
“She’s the only one on 
the team that started off 
in hockey and the rest of 
the girls have converted 
from ringette.”  

The lady Lancers ended 
their regular season on 
an impressive note, los-
ing just one game all sea-
son. The girls fi nished 
with a 9-1-2 record, gar-

nering second spot in the 
league standings.

Swatridge added that his 
team’s relative success 
has been remarkable con-

sidering the fact that his 
roster has been plagued 
by injuries throughout 
most of the season.

The semifi nal match 

between EDSS and St. 
Mary’s was determined 
Thursday (Feb. 26), but 
results were not known 
by press time. 

Kings look good in series
“We’ve put ourselves in a good position to win the series,” says coach

ation. We’re going to have to 
fi nd a way to put 60 minutes to-
gether and we certainly haven’t 
done it so far,” Greys coach Bri-
an O’Leary said of the series. 

“We haven’t had good starts, 
for whatever reason; whether 
we’re not mentally prepared or 
what. I think we’ve been get-
ting a little down when we give 

up a goal too, and we should 
be going the other way rather 
than getting disappointed.”

The Wednesday game be-
longed to the Kings right from 

the drop of the puck. The Kings 
put immediate pressure on 
the Owen Sound defences, but 
weren’t able to penetrate until 
nearly midway through the pe-
riod, often getting near the net 
but not to it.

Ben Ruthig was fi rst to light 
up the scoreboard, knocking 
one through Owen Sound net-
minder Josh Sturrock’s legs at 
11:23. Adam McHenry added 
the assist.

With the exception of a re-
sponsive push by the Greys, 
Elmira continued to dominate 
the puck but was unable to land 
another goal before the buzzer 
blew. Throughout the fi rst 20 
minutes, the Kings tested Stur-
rock fi ve times, while Elmira’s 
Dalton Stoltz fended off three 
attempts.

Intermission didn’t seem 
to slow the Kings down – the 
team jumped on the puck for 
a couple of quick goals to kick 
off the frame. Andrew Coburn 
– from Ruthig – made it a two-
goal lead at 17:08, followed al-
most immediately by another 
Ruthig tally, this time assisted 
by Coburn, at 16:52.

Owen Sound had its chances 
– in fact 12 of them – during 
the period to claw back some 
of those goals, but Stoltz shut 
them down. At the other end of 

RICHARD VIVIAN

PETER CRISCIONE

DOWN BUT NOT OUT  Trainer Gary 
Schaefer tends to Chad Swartzentruber at 
Wednesday’s Kings game, after the local 
player was checked into the boards by an 
Owen Sound player in the fi rst period. The 
responsible Grey was hit with a charging 
penalty. Swartzentruber missed only a few 
minutes of play.

EYE ON THE PRIZE  The EDSS girls’ hockey team moved one step closer to winning the Waterloo County 
high school championship Feb. 24, defeating Cameron Heights Collegiate 4-1 in their quarterfi nal matchup. 

▼ See SURGING page 13
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The advantages of developing a nose for the outdoors 
It has been said that 

necessity is the moth-
er of invention. The fa-

ther of invention is never 
mentioned, so we’ll just 
have to assume that he 
skipped town. 

If so, his desertion must 
be blamed on inventions 
like the nose-hair trim-
mer – I mean what man 
in his right mind would 
stick around to take re-
sponsibility for that? 

Obviously, the inventor 
of the nose-hair trim-
mer was not an outdoor-
sman. Even the least ex-
perienced outdoorsman 
knows that nostril hair 
is the first line of defence 
when it comes to winter 
survival. Go ice fishing 
without nose hair and 
nasal fluid will drip di-
rectly onto your mous-
tache and freeze, only to 
thaw out much later on 

the drive home. If you 
don’t think that’s dan-
gerous, try kissing your 
wife immediately after 
you step in the door.

Thankfully, after the 
nose-hair trimmer 
gained popularity, some 
quick thinking out-
doorsman invented the 
long-sleeved shirt. This 
simple modification has 
saved countless mar-
riages. 

I mentioned all this in 
passing to my wife soon 
after she suggested that 
a nose-hair trimmer 
might be in order for my 
next birthday. Of course, 
it was not exactly what I 
had in mind.

“Why would I need one 
of those?” I asked, as I 
began braiding wayward 
nostril hair.

“Well your nose is get-
ting bigger and more un-

ruly with age,” she said. 
I then repeated some-

thing I’d once heard. “A 
great nose indicates a 
great man: genial, cour-
teous, intellectual, vir-
ile and courageous.”

“Really?” she said as 
she flipped through the 
personal grooming sec-
tion in the catalogue. 
“Who said that?”

“Cyrano De Bergerac,” 
I answered. “He wasn’t 
known for modesty.”

Not surprisingly, nose-
hair trimming products 
are not high on an out-
doorsman’s want list. 
After all, the main pur-
pose of any good nostril 
mullet is to filter any 

toxic foreign particles in 
the air, thereby protect-
ing your lungs. Anyone 
who’s ever spent any 
time in a crowded ice 
hut understands the im-
portance of this. 

Yet, I’m also reasonably 
sure that with a little 
imagination, these trim-
mers can be put to good 
use. Home taxidermy 
projects come to mind 
immediately. No doubt 
they’d also come in 
handy when you need to 
trim your sweetheart’s 
initials on the side of a 
road-killed moose as an 
outward sign of affec-
tion.  Admittedly, this 
sort of thing only hap-

pens on anniversaries, 
Valentine’s Day and 
other awkward occa-
sions when you’re forced 
to prove that you have 
a sensitive and roman-
tic side. But it happens 
nevertheless and believe 
me, women remember 
these things.

The problem is there’s 
nothing a nose-hair 
trimmer can do that a 
good sportsman’s multi-
tool can’t. And if your 
multi-tool has the gut 
hook option, you could 
probably pull most hairs 
right out by the roots. 

Unfortunately, I 
thought all this aloud.

“Road-killed moose?” 
she replied, as if smitten 
by the tender nature of 
this romantic gesture. 
“You’d use nose-hair 
clippers on a road killed 
moose?”

I just looked off into 
the distance as I imag-
ined the various uses 
for moose nostril hair 
on the fly tying bench. 
You’ve got to admit, 
Steve’s Snot Rocket is  
certainly a catchy name 
for a trout fly.

Inexplicably, since that 
conversation she hasn’t 
spoke of nose-hair trim-
mers again.

Later, as we lay in bed, 
she said, “I didn’t realize 
you were so literate.  It’s 
been years since you’ve 
read Cyrano. How on 
earth did you remember 
that quote?”

“Well,” I replied, “I 
guess I always remember 
a good nasal passage.”

She mumbled a few 
unprintable things, but 
that sealed it – I’m pret-
ty sure I’m getting the 
multi-tool.
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Win, loss as Jacks open playoffs
RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks carried their 
seven-game win-

streak from the regu-
lar season into the first 
round of playoffs last 
Saturday, but were un-
able to make it nine in a 
row the following night 
in St. George.

After downing the 
Dukes 4-3 Feb. 21, the 
Jacks suffered a 6-4 loss 
Feb. 22.

“We were pretty hot 
and we should be able 
to bounce back. This is 
just a minor bump in the 
road, we hope,” coach 
Chip Seiling said of the 
weekend play, particu-
larly the loss.

“It’s really a best-of-five 
now.

“If we play to the top of 
our ability, we’re a hard 
club to beat, but when we 
don’t play a full 60 min-
utes… it’s just not there 
for us.”

The playoffs started 

Wellesley looking for return to winning ways in current series with St. George
with a punch for the 
Jacks, who landed their 
first playoff goal just 43 
seconds into the open-
ing match. With assists 
from Pat Kropf and 
Bryan Veitch, Brandon 
Maddick planted the 
rubber firmly behind St. 
George netminder Jonas 
Duclos.

That was the sole goal 
of the period. Duclos de-
fended against another 
eight shots throughout 
the frame. Wellesley’s 
Devin Basler stood 
strong against an equal 
number of shots, keeping 
nine attempts from get-
ting the better of him.

St. George responded 
in the second period, 
landing their first goal 
of the game with 14:26 
remaining. But it wasn’t 
long before the Jacks re-
claimed their lead. Just 
15 seconds later, Sean 
Ryan – from Shane Cic-
chine – adjusted the 
scoreboard.

The Jacks made it a 
two-goal lead with a pow-

er play marker at 5:50. 
With the aid of Brad For-
syth and Jeff Litt, Dave 
Munroe took advantage 
of a ‘roughing after the 
whistle’ penalty to land 
a goal.

Similarly, St. George 
used a Wellesley hook-
ing penalty to get the 
advantage they needed 
to bring the game back 
within a goal. 

Wellesley dominated 
the puck during the sec-
ond period, putting 13 
shots on Duclos, com-
pared to seven on the 
home net.

Both teams adjusted 
the scoreboard in the fi-
nal frame, but the Jacks 
maintained their one-
goal lead to claim vic-
tory. The Jacks made it 
a two-goal game – For-
syth from Tyler Redman 
– with 8:33 left, followed 
by a Dukes goal at 3:40.

“You hope, going into 
playoffs, that you’ll own 
your own barn” Seiling 
said of the game, not-
ing that the Jacks have 

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH 
MINOR
HOCKEY
MAJOR PEEWEE
FEB. 19
Woolwich 3
Brampton 2
Goals: Caleb Redekop 
(2), Ben Ahier
Assists: Jason Young, 
Nicholas Roth, Alex 
Dunn
FEB. 21
Woolwich 2
Guelph 2
Goals: Nicholas 
Timmerman, Alex 
Dunn
Assists: Jason Young, 
Caleb Redekop

BANTAM AE
FEB. 21
Woolwich 4
Owen Sound 3
Goals: Shane McTavish, 
Tanner Hackbart, Cory 
Martin, David Trimble
Assists: Patrick Meyer, 
Tyler Scott, Shane 
McTavish, Mark Paisley, 
Brad Shantz

BANTAM MAJOR
FEB. 14
Woolwich 1
Brampton 3
Goals: Jonathan 
MacIntyre
Assists: Brad Frey
FEB. 15
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 1

Goals: Brandon Rilling, 
Greg Shantz
Assists: Greg Shantz, 
Steve Bauman, Michael 
Dunn, Ryan Pfisterer
FEB. 22
Woolwich 4 Acton 4
Goals: Brad Frey, Mark 
Morlock, Brent Oliver, 
Ryan Pfisterer
Assists: Jonathan 
MacIntyre (2), Kevin 
Young (2), Brent Oliver, 
Craig Dumart, Michael 
Dunn

WOOLWICH
MINOR RINGETTE
TWEEN
FEB. 18
Woolwich 4 Waterloo 2

Goals: Jenna Petker 
(2), Steph Thomas, 
Caroline Strentzke
Assists: Steph Thomas, 
Christina Wilkinson, 
Tabatha Horst, Jenna 
Petker, Amber Truax, 
Cassy Ruppel, Barb 
Huegle

NOVICE
FEB. 21
Woolwich 14
St. Clements 4
Goals: Jasmin Fritz 
(5), Katherine Hoffman 
(2), Emily Strenzke (2), 
Hannah MacCrimmon 
(2), Maddie Johnson, 
Lea Olsthoorn, Gillian 
Olsthoorn

home ice advantage in 
the series.

“We played fairly de-
cent at home. We had 
good goaltending and a 
decent forecheck.”

Game two took the 
Jacks on the road Feb. 
22, but they were unable 
to continue their win-
ning ways.

“We had a couple laps-
es. Penalties were hard 
on us. We weren’t very 
disciplined,” Seiling ex-
plained of the loss.

Scoring for Wellesley in 
the 6-4 loss were Blake 
Voisin, Cicchine (twice) 
and Ryan. Assisting 
were Ryan, Voisin, Cic-
chine and Redman.

Game three played out 
in Wellesley last night, 
but the results weren’t 
known at press time.

Today will see the 
Jacks hop on a bus and 
head off to St. George 
for game four. Playoff ac-
tion returns to Wellesley 
Arena Wednesday (Mar. 
3), starting at 7:30 p.m.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The easy time some 
players were ex-
pecting evaporated 

as they were strapped 
down, deprived of the use 
of their legs. That was the 
challenge faced by the 
Elmira Sugar Kings and 
Midget AA players when 
they took part Feb. 21 in a 
fundraising sledge hock-
ey game with members 
of the National Sledge 
Hockey team.

“When I was watching 
them play, it just looked 
so easy. Getting out 
there, I thought it was 
going to be a cakewalk, 
but it turned to be the 
hardest thing I’ve ever 
done,” said Sugar King 
Ryan Benesch, referring 
to a 30-minute exhibition 
game the national sledge 
hockey team played prior 
to throwing the Junior 
‘B’ and Midget players 
into the mix.

In the end, the teams 
– both of which included 
national and local play-
ers – ended in a 1-1 tie. 
However, the Feb. 21 
event wasn’t without its 
winners; the national 
sledge hockey team and 
Woolwich Arena fund 

The sledge hockey challenge
“It turned out to be the hardest thing I’ve ever done,” says Benesch

each took in $700, raised 
through admission 
charges.

“We wanted to raise a 
bit of money and a bit of 
awareness. I think it good 
for both sides,” said Elmi-
ra’s Jeff Snyder, coach of 
the sledge hockey team. 
“It’s fun for us to get out 
in the community and 
play a game.”

The sledge hockey’s 
share of the funds will 
help support their trip 
next month to the world 
championships in Swe-
den.

Sledge hockey is essen-
tially the same hockey 
game known to most Ca-
nadians. However, all 
players – who have typi-
cally either had a leg am-
putated or were born with 
defects in their lower ap-
pendages – are strapped 
to sleds.

In order to move, play-
ers must push themselves 
along with two sticks 
– which they must also 
put to work controlling 
the puck.

“They’re pretty damn 
good athletes,” Benesch 
added of the national 
players. “Just getting go-
ing was pretty hard, with 
the picks on the end of the 
sticks and turning – even 

just balancing on the 
skates was pretty hard.”

Midget player Patrick 
Shantz – who had also 
never played the sport 
before, having only seen 
it on television – was 
equally impressed with 
the endurance and skill 
of the national team.

“It was hard, but it was 
real fun,” he told the Ob-
server, noting it was dif-
ficult to balance while 
handling the puck. “It’s 
hard after a while be-
cause you’re not used to 
using your arms so much 
to push.”

The crowd defiantly 

noticed the local players 
having a rough go at the 
game. National players 
skated circles around 
the Kings and Midgets 
– which wasn’t a tough 
job, considering they 
were mostly tipped over 
on their sides.

“I find it really interest-

ing to watch the Sugar 
Kings try to play on the 
sledges. It really shows 
how difficult it is to use 
them,” noted Palmer-
ston resident Renee Bru-
bacher. Brubacher made 
the trip to Elmira Arena 
in support of her cousin 
Mark Noot, a Winter-
bourne resident and de-
fencemen for the national 
sledge hockey team.

Also enjoying the game 
was Elmira’s Steve Grant, 
who said it was the first 
time he’d ever seen sledge 
hockey live.

“It takes quite a bit 
to handle one of those 
carts around. They’re 
actually pretty rough,” 
he said of the exhibition 
sledge hockey game. “It’s 
definitely impressive. 
They’re very skilled peo-
ple.”

The event also proved to 
be amusing for the sledge 
team, Snyder added.

“It’s a lot harder than 
it looks to get around on 
those sleds. I thought it 
was hilarious because 
you could see that a lot of 
[the Kings and Midgets] 
knew what they wanted 
to do, they just couldn’t do 
it because the puck would 
be five feet away and they 
couldn’t get to it.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

A BALANCING ACT  Members of the Canadian National Sledge Hockey team held an exhibition game 
at Elmira Arena last Saturday. After the game, they added Elmira Sugar Kings and Midget AA players to 
promote awareness and raise funds.
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INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

FRESH FROM THE GROVE
INDIAN RIVER, FLORIDA

20LB BOX
SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES

20LB BOX
RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT

$18.00$18.00
PER BOX

CITRUS
TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. MARCH 3,  10AM-2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

OR

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When one door 
closes, another 
door opens. At 

least that’s the way it 
worked for the Woolwich 
Midget AA Wildcats. 
Their recent elimina-
tion from the Ontario Mi-
nor Hockey Association 
(OMHA) playoffs put an 
end to that championship 
race, but the loss made 
possible a trip to the 2004 
Ontario Winter Games.

The local squad will be 
the OMHA representa-
tives – something that 
was only possible for 
eliminated teams – in the 
men’s hockey competition 
in London Mar. 11-14.

“[The Winter Games] 
are something totally dif-
ferent and you’re repre-
senting all of Ontario. It’s 
a big honour,” team man-

Local squad plays for OHMA
Midget AA Wildcats head to Winter Games in London for provincial tourney

ager Nancy Shantz said, 
referring to the games 
as a sort of “mini Olym-
pics.”

“They should be able to 
do pretty well. They’re a 
really good bunch of boys,” 
she added of the team.

The Woolwich squad 
was one of three that 
showed an interested in 
representing the associa-
tion and met additional 
requirements to play, ex-
plained OMHA represen-
tative Neil Oliver.

“[From the qualifying 
teams] it was random and 
Woolwich was picked,” he 
said. “The key to this is 
they had to want to go.” 

Woolwich will be one 
of eight teams compet-
ing in the round-robin 
tournament, from which 
the top teams will face 
off to crown a champion. 
Participants will make 
their way to London from 

various points across the 
province, meaning most 
of the teams will be meet-
ing for the first time.

“I don’t think it really 
intimidates. After the 
first five or 10 minutes of 
a game, the kids usually 
have a good feel of what 
the [other] team can do 
and set the pace,” Shantz 
said of facing unknown 
competitors. In fact, the 
schedule is still in the 
works – Woolwich doesn’t 
know which teams they’ll 
meet.

“They (Wildcats) played 
an exhibition game 
against Stratford a couple 
weeks ago and beat them,” 
she said, noting Stratford 
is the only team they’re 
familiar with that plans 
to be at the Games.

As part of the Tri-Coun-
ty League, the local squad 
claimed third place in the 
regular season. However, 

their playoff adventure 
was cut short by Oran-
geville, which defeated 
them in game four of the 
second round of playoffs.

Despite the elimination, 
the Midget AAs won’t 
have time to get rusty be-
fore they head to London. 
The team is still in the 
midst of round-robin play-
offs to name a Tri-County 
champion.

“There’s still some good 
hockey,” Shantz said of 
the Tri-County playoffs. 
“They’re a pretty well-
rounded team. We can put 
a lot of goals in and our 
defence is pretty good.”

Because of the Games’ 
midweek start, the team 
is planning to host some 
sort of fundraiser to cover 
the cost of taking a bus to 
London. Players will stay 
there during the four days 
of play and return home 
on the Sunday.

the ice, Sturrock faced a 
total of nine shots in the 
same timeframe, fending 
off seven of them.

Again, the Kings got 
third period rolling by 
altering the scoreboard. 
It took only 51 seconds 
for Tyler Johnston – from 
Steve Reid and Ryan Ben-
esch – to make it a four-
goal game.

That goal seemed to 
frustrate the Greys, who 
began taking penalties, 
giving the Kings clear 
control of the puck.

However, they did have 
their turn with the rub-
ber. Nearing the 11-min-
ute mark, Owen Sound’s 
Bobby Raymond made a 
dash for the Elmira net, 
hounded by a defenceman 
and facing Stoltz, who had 
come out of the net to meet 
him. While the netminder 
was able to swat the puck 
away from Raymond, 
teammate Ron Poore had 
followed him up and redi-
rected the rubber into the 
empty Kings net.

“It was hard work and 
speed. These guys have to 
learn from that. Those are 
the kinds of extra efforts 
that we need every shift,” 
O’Leary commented.

The Greys took back an-

Surging Kings move closer to the second round 
other goal at 7:51. A stick-
side flurry of action had 
Stoltz’s attention, allow-
ing Bobby Mann to knock 
one in glove-side. Assist-
ing was Kyle Roulstow.

But the Kings would re-
claim their four-goal lead 
before all was said and 
done. With 6:57 remain-
ing, Ruthig – from Adam 
Love – planted the rubber 
behind Sturrock.

Less than three minutes 
later, the Greys added to 
a power play advantage 
by pulling Sturrock and 
putting six skaters in 
Elmira’s end. That strat-
egy backfired when Chad 
Swartzentruber fired a 
shot down the length of 
the ice into the empty net. 
Stoltz marked the assist.

“We’ve been trying to 
maintain our discipline. 
(Owen Sound) likes to get 
a little rambunctious at 
times and I think it got the 
better of us the first game 
on our rink. We were the 
team on the other end of it 
taking all the dumb pen-
alties,” East said compar-
ing Wednesday’s win to 
last Sunday’s loss. “The 
playoffs are about play-
ing hard and you have to 
maintain your focus and 
stay disciplined. That’s 
one of the things we want 

to do. And, obviously, 
getting the early leads is 
real key for us.

“We want to play five-
on-five. We don’t want to 
be killing penalties – it 

wears guys out.” 
If necessary, game six 

brings the action back 

to Elmira Arena Sunday 
evening, starting at 7 
p.m.

RICHARD VIVIAN

READY AND WAITING  Elmira defenceman Chad Swartzentruber stands ready to fend off an Owen Sound attack during last Sunday’s game 
– which ended 5-3 in the Greys’ favour.

Continued from page 10
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Local talent performs for Groves Hospital ECT production a WODL fi nalist                       Going to the Chapels
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HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $399!
WE ALSO DO

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES

P3 933 DELL
• 128 mb ram

• 20 gb hard drive
• CD-ROM

• Windows 2000

$349
Compaq P4 • 2.6 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows XP
• Brand New
• 1 Year Warranty

$849

Dell P4 • 1.8 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows
   2000 Pro

$649

• 17” Flat Monitor
ONLY $100

• 19” Flat Monitor
ONLY $160

• 21” Flat Monitor
ONLY $250
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Organizers of a benefi t 
concert in St. Jacobs 
hope the event be-
comes sweet music to 

the ears of a local family whose 
young daughter is recovering 
from a stroke. Seven-year-old 
Cyra Hollingsworth, a Grade 
2 student at St. Jacobs Public 
School, has been undergoing 
rehabilitation at the Bloorview 
MacMillan Children’s Centre 
Toronto since she was stricken 
last November – the concert 
is the community’s attempt to 
help bring her home.

St. Jacobs Mennonite Church 
will host the benefi t concert 
Mar. 6. Organizers will be ac-
cepting freewill offerings at 
the door.

The event, which gets under-
way at 7 p.m., is billed as an 
evening of classical music, old 
favorites and new – or, roughly 
translated, an evening of musi-
cal delight.

Pianist Amy Wideman, a local 
favourite among concertgoers 
and music fans, will head up 
the concert. She expects to play 
a wide variety of tunes ranging 
from Beethoven’s Fifth to Sun-
day church music.

Wideman will be joined by 
Joanne Bender on piano, Julia 
Dixon on violin and Willem 
Moolenbeek on saxophone.

The concert will also see a 

Music to Cyra’s ears
Community holds benefi t concert to help local girl recovering from stroke

performance by the St. Jacobs 
Public School primary choir – 
many of its members are friends 
of Cyra. Consisting of more 
than 60 students, the choir will 
perform two songs from the re-
nowned big-screen musical The 
Sound of Music – including “All 
My Favorite Things.”

Christine Webb, director of the 
St. Jacobs choir, said students 
were extremely distressed by 
the news of Cyra’s condition 
and wanted to do something 
special to show their support.  

“The kids have been quite af-
fected and been very saddened 
by her not being here so they’re 
hoping to support and show 
their friendship,” she said. 
“Mainly they want the family 
know that they are thinking 
about her.”

Webb said Cyra getting the 
children involved with the con-
cert was extremely important, 

citing Cyra’s love of music as 
the motivation.

“(Cyra) loved music a great 
deal and enjoyed singing very 
much,” Webb said.   

Addressing Cyra’s condition 
at Woolwich council Feb. 24, 
Coun. Mark Bauman said the 
benefi t concert is an important 
community event.

“This is something the com-
munity can do. I would encour-
age everyone to come out to 
support this cause,” he said, 
extending invitations to his fel-
low councillors.

Money generated from the 
concert will be deposited into 
a special account at the St. 
Jacobs branch of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia.

Along with the music, re-
freshments will also be served 
following the concert. The St. 
Jacobs Mennonite Church is 
located at 1310 King St. N.

Watch for Elmira Theatre Company’s Deb Deckert, John Bigelow, Amy 
Rae, Megan Thoms, among others, in the variety show production Toast 
of the Towns, running Feb. 27 and 28 at the Fergus Grand Theatre. A 
bevy of local talent will perform in this fundraiser. Call (519) 787-1981.

The Elora Community Theatre’s production Dancing at Lughnasa by Irish 
playwright Brian Friel is one of fi ve fi nalists in the Western Ontario Drama 
League competition, which runs Mar. 15-19 in Woodstock. ECT faces off 
against companies from Sarnia, Embro, Owen Sound and Woodstock.

The Chapels, a Detroit-based trio of young men, will perform Mar. 14 
at the Milverton Mennonite Fellowship. The show, set for 10:45 a.m., 
features the trio, who have travelled widely in the U.S. and Canada, of-
fering a mix of traditional and original songs of worship.

A NIGHT OF MUSIC  A 
favorite among concertgoers, 
pianist Amy Wideman, along 
with other local musicians, 
will perform a wide range 
of songs encompassing 
everything from classical 
music to Sunday church 
music. The concert goes Mar. 
6 at St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church.

SOMETHING FOR CYRA Cyra Hollingsworth, 7, of St. Jacobs. has been undergoing 
rehabilitation in Toronto since suffering a stroke last November.



CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.

 FEBRUARY 28, 2004 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 15    

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S U P E R B B A D E O S H E A
U R E M I A E W E R B E A N S
R E S E M B L A N C E E X I T S
F A T E Y I N M I L I T I A

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
I T T S A O Y E T I Y A L E
C H R I S T M A S T I D E N E D
E R O D E A N T C E L L
D O Y E N S D A Y M E A D O W

A C E S G A R G I R T H
E M S E X C O M M U N I C A T E
M A L L T O L U B A A G O T
P R E A D O L E S C E N C E
O L D H A N D O N E S T U D
R I G O R I N V E S T I T U R E
I N E R T N E E D T R E P A N
A S S E S G E T S E E R I L Y

THE SEASON’S WINDING DOWN. SEE HOW THE JACKS 
AND KINGS WILL FINISH UP. FOLLOW THEM WEEKLY!

SEE
SPORTS
SECTION

PAGES 10-13

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Our flexible hours, competitive salaries and benefits, mentorship and bursary programs, and superb
opportunities for advancement make our organization a wonderful place for your career in long-term,
life enhancing, resident care. Please apply to: Nancy Dunbar – Administrator, Leisureworld Inc. 
Fax: (519) 669-0928  e-mail: nancy.dunbar@leisureworld.ca

Director of
Resident Care

Elmira Caregiving Centre
As a member of our senior management team, you will liaise with
community agencies and healthcare providers and ensure staff certifications
are current and training opportunities are optimized. You are currently
registered with the CNO as an RN, have post-graduate studies in nursing,
nursing administration, and geriatrics, and have at least three years’
management experience in long-term care.

Proud of our calibre of

staff and dedication to

delivering complex

services related to aging,

our commitment to hiring

the brightest, most caring,

and compassionate staff

has established our

reputation as a centre for

long-term care excellence. 

Share in our Excellence
www.leisureworld.ca
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees.  
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
1229 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Full Time Storefront
3:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday

HELP WANTED

Attent ion: Work from 
home on line. $500 - $1500 
per month PT, $3000+FT. 
1-888-957-7384 or www.
noworkjustpay.com

Experienced Cook and 
servers wanted (Smar t 
Serve certificate). Apply 
to: Woolwich Observer, 
Box 200, 20-B Arthur St. 
N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9
Find the help you need 
with an ad in Observer 
Classifieds. Call 669-5790 
to place yours today.
Hairstylist and Aestheti-
cian needed for busy sa-
lon in Elmira. Hourly wag-
es. Bring resume to: Lori 
at Guys & Dolls Hair and 
Spa, Birdland Plaza, Oriole 
Parkway, Elmira.

HELP WANTED

Hairstylists Needed. Full 
or part-time. Apply in per-
son to: Classic Hair De-
sign, 6 Arthur St. N., Elmira 
(above IGA), or call 669-
1977.

Home-based Business 
oppor tunity marketing 
Laurie-Anne’s Victorian 
Lace & Linens products. 
Excellent prices and re-
turns. Ph: (250)372-7506. 
View at www.laurie-annes.
com

WORK WANTED

Work Wanted - ARC In-
dustries, 146 Church St. 
W., Elmira. We do light 
assembly work, packag-
ing, collating, labelling. Call 
Donna Fulcher, 669-1567 or 
email dfulcher@elmiraacl.
com

FOR SALE

Antique Furniture Sale. 
Bookcase, buffet, hutch, 
rockers, dressers, dining 
room sets, sideboards, 
tables, iron bed, love seat, 
rope beds, wash stands 
and lots more! We pay the 
gst and pst until Mar. 13, 
04. Dis N Dat Treasures, 
15 Dunke St., Elmira. 669-
5005.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.
Cupboard/Desk Unit - 
solid wood, black, $100. 
669-8782.
Fuji Film Fine Pix A303 
3.2 pixels, still new in box, 
one year old. $300.00 with 
memory chips, 16mb and 
128 mb. Good condition, 
quality has movie too. De-
tails 669-8172.
Kitchen Renovation - Kel-
vinator Electric stove and 
fridge, microwave, range-
hood, all white and in ex-
cellent condition. L-shaped 
countertop with sink and 
taps. $375 for everything. 
664-3705.
Must Sell! 9 Piece dining 
room outfit. Call weekdays 
after 2:00. Weekends - any-
time. 669-8304.
Stove Sale. Many red tag 
deals. Excellent quality coil 
range $599.95. Convec-
tion self-clean flat top from 
$1099.95. Walters Appli-
ances, 669-2007.
Uncle Arthur’s The Bible 
Story (complete sets), Un-
cle Arthur’s Bedtime Sto-
ries, and more. All books 
in excellent condition! (519) 
669-1456.

Used Uncle Arthur’s Bed-
time/Bible stories, My Bible 
Friends  (seen in doctor’s 
offices). Lost copy replace-
ments also  available. 519-
582-8485.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bag of Baby Clothes; $50. 
Various sizes, like new! 
Brand names. 664-2023.

Free Classifieds under 
$50. See us for details.

Sofa Daybed - Brown, rust 
and beige, velour. $50. 
(519)638-9966.

PETS

West Highland Terrier 
- 8 months old, female, all 
shots, very friendly. $400. 
Call 669-8782.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farm-
houses and other interest-
ing old buildings for wreck-
ing and salvage. Ross 
Lumley (519)383 -2024 
Sarnia; wrecking people’s 
homes (36 last year) all 
over southwestern Ontario 
since 1969.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Grand Caravan Sport. 
Loaded, incl. rear heat and 
air, quads. Own me for $372/
mth with $2000 down/trade, 
taxes included. See us for 
details. OAC. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.

2003 Ram 1500, auto and 
air. Own me for $399/mth 
with $3000 down/trade, 
taxes included. See us for 
details. OAC. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.

Find the ride of your life by 
checking ads in Observer 
Classifieds every week.

2003 Ram Quad Cab Hemi, 
own me for $499/mth with 
$3000 down/trade, taxes 
included. See us for de-
tails. OAC. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

RENTALS

Room For Rent family 
home. Fully furnished in-
cluding TV/cable, private 
phone, shared kitchen and 
bath. Quiet, non-smok-
ers only. $380 per month. 
Avail-able March 1. 669-
5627.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Experienced Mennonite 
Lady available to clean, 
in Elmira. Call evenings, 
669-2285.

Massage Therapy and Re-
flexology, call Tricia D. Bru-
bacher, RMT,CR to book an 
appointment, 664-1050. 

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% off. Spe-
cializing in hand stripping, 
ref in ishing, repai r ing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

COMING EVENTS

Spaghetti Dinner, Fri. 
March 5th. New Linwood 
Recreation Centre. 5-7 p.m. 
Adults $8.00; children 4 to 
12 - $4.00. All proceeds to 
the Linwood Recreation 
Centre Building Fund.
The Book Lady’s Open 
House. Tuesday, March 
9th and Wednesday March 
10th; 9a.m. - 9 p.m. at 45 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 
Everyone welcome. Marilyn 
Martin, 669-7604.

REAL ESTATE

Office Space Available 10 
x 12 - $229 per month; lots 
of natural light, air condi-
tioned, great parking for you 
AND your clients - Elmira 
Plaza 669-0223.
Family Looking to pur-
chase detached home 
in Birdland, Elmira. Min. 
3 bedroom. No agents 
please. Call 747-3822.

GARAGE SALES

Going Out of Business. 
Chipper/Shredder, leaf vac-
cum, compressor, grinders 
- something for everyone. 
March 5&6, 8am - 1pm, 
March 12 & 13, 8am - 1pm. 
146 David St., Wellesley.

LOST & FOUND

LOST! REWARD! We are 
missing our boys. Both are 
extremely friendly. Rotwei-
ller: “Bruno”, Husky “Kodi”. 
They went missing about 
11:45 p.m. on Jan. 13. Miss-
ing from Greg and Tasha 
McNevan, RR#2 Listowel, 
45907 Browntown Rd. (Ma-
ple Keys Sugar Bush, by 
Molesworth). Call 887-8829 
- evenings; (519)343-2800 
xt 2230 between 8:00 am 
- 5:00 p.m.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise where 
more people read, in 
Woolwich Observer.
PLUS, get the added 
exposure of having 

your ad appear on our 
website, too. Get more 

with The Observer.
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ACROSS 
1. Type of  carangid 
fish
5. Flavourful condi-
ment
10. Serving no useful 
purpose
16. Lion’s den
17. Biblical spelling 
meaning “exhalted fa-
ther”
18. Quality of  being 
straightforward
19. Grass occasion-
ally poisons livestock 
(2wrds)
21. Every story has one
22. Boats inclined to 
heel over easlity
23. Between northeast 
and east
24. Growing older (plr)
25. Swelling of  the 
knee (2wrds)
29. ADD “Y” - Tree 
starts with “E”
30. National American 
newspaper ___ Today
31. French word for 
“sky”
32. Trendy clothing 
store
35. Fabric with prom-
inent rounded cross-
wire ribs
36. Tail of  an airplane
37. Persuading a per-
son to buy worthless 
property
39. This is dynamite
40. Voiceless conso-
nant
41. US naturalist ad-
vocated for creation of  

national parks: John 
___
42. Free from ambi-
guity
47. Lowest moulding at 
base of  a column
48. Informal terms for 
a meal
49. Japanese money
50. Sacred French ban-
ner of  Kings
53. Insecticide banned 
in US since 1972
54. US mascot
57. Round mint choc-
olate
58. Your old school - __
__ mater
59. Overwhelming feel-
ing of  admiration
60. Lowest brass wind 
instrument
61. A person whose un-
conventional behav-
iour embarrasses oth-
ers
64. Music without 
breaks between notes
67. Sick
68. Fine imposed for 
the penalty of  breaking 
the law
69. Constitutes 21 per 
cent of  the atmosphere 
by volume
70. Part of  a cave
72. People who send 
telegrams
73. Upright tripod for 
artists
74. City in Iowa, home 
to Iowa State Univer-
sity
75. Flammable jel-

ly packed can used as 
heat source
76. A cavern or cave
77. Bird’s home
DOWN 
1. Spread thickly
2. Two-wheeled, cov-
ered cart
3. Pressurized air mov-
er
4. Swelling from exces-
sive fluid in tissues
5. To droop
6. Side by side
7. The Muse of  astron-
omy (Greek)
8. Closed in
9. Dashes that are lon-
ger than regular dash-
es
10. To do with vast 
bodies of  water
11. Grapefruit/orange 
hybrid
12. Independent music 
(slang)
13. Father of  Norse 
mythology
14. Words in harmoni-
ous cadence
15. An energy unit re-
lated to heat and work
20. A river in E. Wales
26. Muslim legal ex-
pert, advises on the law 
of  the Koran
27. Dandruff  Flakes
28. Japanese sport of  
sword fighting/sword-
play
32. Mountin-dwelling 
cattle
33. In the middle of
34. For every

36. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
37. Isolated, steep-
sides, flat-topped hill
38. FBI
39. Not kosher
40. Native American 
mystic
42. An open skin in-
fection
43. Voyage
44. Asexual reproduc-
tive structure
45. Winona (actress)
46. Not dry
47. Not bottom
51. Used to provide 
light
52. Actor who played 
Carlton on Fresh 
Prince of  Bel-Air (first 
name)
53. Resident
54. Vaporize and con-
dense
55. Wears away 
through erosion
56. Classic 1930s ac-
tress/sex symbol
59. Finally
60. Dorothy compan-
ion
61. Anxious
62. Greek mythology
63. Toupee (slang)
64. Depressed points in 
one’s life
65. An opening that 
permits escape
66. Circular/spiral 
movement
70. “From __ to shin-
ing __”
71. A type of  brew

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

BUSINESS

JOIN OUR TEAM - TrueVal-
ue Hardware, Country De-
pot, V&S Options. No Fran-
chise Fees - receive Yearly 
Dividends. On-going field 
support. New & existing lo-
cations. Call TruServ Canada 
TODAY - TOLL-FREE 1-800-
665-5085. www.truserv.ca
WORK AT HOME helping 
people feel better, look 
better & fight against the 
aging process. Full-time 
/ Part-time. Cutting edge 
health products. Training/
support. Call 1-800-782-
9183 (24 hrs). 
INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

CAREER

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held April 17-23, 
2004. For information con-
tact: Southwestern School 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800-267-1829. 
www.shef f ieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of Interior 
Design, Ottawa, ON

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RESULTS! 
For FREE consultation CALL 
our Toll-Free number 1-888-
747-6474. Serving all Ontario. 
$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE 
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Fundraising services avail-
able. 1-800-383-3589.

AUCTIONDIRECTORY
M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. 

(519) 648-2111
Saturday, March 6, 2004, 9:30 am. Lease expired 
auction to be hod ON SITE at Fischer Office 
Environments Ltd., 7030 Wellington Rd #124, 
Guelph (Old Hwy 24, south of Guelph. Wood 
working equipment, office furniture & equipment. 
Viewing Friday, March 5, 1:00pm – 3:00 p.m. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc.,
Harriston, Ont.  • (519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west 
of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; 
Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; 
Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; 
Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; 
Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister 
Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus Many Other 
Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 
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EMPLOYMENT

DO YOU PAY more than 
$49.95/month for phone 
service? If so, you’re pay-
ing too much! Call us to 
save money 1-877-336-
2274 or www.phonefac-
tor y.ca. Free gi f t  wi th 
hookup.

COMING EVENTS

CAMPING! BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAYS! Chevy Truck 
Presents 15th Annual 
Havelock Country Jam-
boree August 19-22/04 
featuring: Joe Diffie, Mark 
Chesnutt, Aaron Lines, 
Pat t y  Love less,  G len 
Campbell, Roy Clark, Car-
olyn Dawn Johnson, Deric 
Ruttan, Doc Walker, Prai-
rie Oyster, John Conlee, 
Adam Gregory & more. 
Order Tickets 1-800-539-
3353 or www.havelock-
jamboree.com

FINANCES

STRESSED BY DEBT? 
Bank says “No”? We can 
help! Wrap all your pay-
ments into one lower pay-
ment you can afford. Na-
tional Credit Counsellors. 
1-888 -777- 0747, www.
nccc.ca

RRSP LOANS

PAY $0 TAX IN 2003. GET 
IT ALL BACK. www.Unuse-
dRRSPloans.ca. 1-800-
480-0012. 3.25% - 7.25%, 
1-10 yrs, defer up to 180 
days. Personalized RRSP 
Savings Spreadsheet Upon 
Request.

FOR SALE

SAWMILL $4995.00 All 
new Super Lumbermate 
2000, larger capacities, 
more options. Norwood 
Industries, manufacturer 
of sawmills, edgers and 
skidders. Free informa-
tion 1-800-566-6899, ext. 
400.OT

FOR SALE

DON’T PAY A CENT for 60 
Days! IBM Pentium 4 for 
Only $1 a Day! Fast De-
livery! Almost Everyone’s 
Approved! Call Toll-free 1-
866-259-1171 www.Brand-
sNOW.com

CONGR ATUL ATIONS, 
YOU’RE APPROVED, Get 
a Genuine MDG Horizon 
Computer System with a 
17” Samsung Monitor for 
only $899 or just 81 cents 
per day. No Money down, 
Don’t Delay, Call Today! 1-
800-236-2504
CORAL CALCIUM “EX-
TRA”.  You’ve heard about 
it. Seen it on TV. Read 
about it in books and on cu-
recanada.com. The high-
est grade marine coral 
calcium from Okinawa, 
Japan. 1-866-319-0708, 
Calgary. 

HEALTH SERVICE

TELEHEALTH ONTARIO. 
Free access to Regis-
tered Nurses, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 
in over 120 languages. 
Call toll free 1-866-797-
0000. TTY 1-866-797-
0007. www.HealthyOn-
tario.com

HELP WANTED

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Train-
ing provided. Full or Part 
Time. No Experience Re-
quired. Start today. Visit 
our website now. www.My-
HomePCJob.com. Code: 
A1

PROFESSIONALS

UNLEASH YOUR EARN-
ING POTENTIAL. We 
are seek ing business 
associates for SALES 
or INSTALLERS. Earn 
substantial commission. 
Construction experience 
needed. Fill out our busi-
ness associate application 
form at www.del-scott-
co.com

FIRE SCARE AT WOODSHOP  The Wellesley Fire Department – St. Clements 
station was called to Homestead Woodworks on Broadway Street in Hawkesville 
Feb. 25 after employees noticed smoke coming from the sawdust collection 
system. However, employees and firefighters found there was no fire. The 
smoke is believed to have been caused by a spark that entered the system, but 
extinguished itself. There was no damage.

WHERE THERE’S SMOKE, THERE’S FIRE...
...BUT NOT THIS TIME

RICHARD VIVIAN

FRESH CONTENT
UPDATED WEEKLY

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-PRINT OUTPUT
AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE,
BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, 
CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

PAINT/DECOR
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1
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February 18
8:15 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Sawmill and New Jerusalem roads. 
Both vehicles were eastbound 

when the lead vehicle stopped at 
the intersection and was struck by 
the trailing vehicle. The vehicles 
sustained significant damage. 
There were no injuries. An Elora 

woman was charged with ‘care-
less driving.’
3:30 PM Police and Conestogo 

firefighters responded to a small 
fire at a residence on Grand-

view Drive in Conestogo. The fire 
– believed to have been caused 
by an unattended cigarette – was 
contained to a small area in the 
kitchen. No one at the residence 

was harmed, but there was some 
smoke damage.

February 19
11:20 AM Officers responded to 

a women’s clothing store at the 
St. Jacobs Outlet Mall after em-
ployees reported shoplifters had 
just left. The employees told po-
lice two people entered the store 
and milled around for a while, but 
didn’t buy anything. They were 
then seen leaving the store clutch-
ing several items. An inventory of 
the store showed five vests were 
missing. The suspects – described 
as a man and a woman in their 
late 30s; the woman was wearing 
a bulky overcoat – were last seen 
on Weber Street.
4:57 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Kressler Road and Lobsinger Line 
in Heidelberg. A Londesborough 
man was northbound when he 
stopped at the intersection and 
inched forward. However, before 
he had a chance to pull through 
the intersection, he noticed traffic 
coming and decided to reverse out 
of their way. In doing so, the driver 
backed into a vehicle waiting be-
hind him. Damage was reported 
as significant. There were no inju-
ries. The Londesborough man was 
charged with ‘careless driving’ 
and ‘drive, no licence.’

February 21
10:20 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Arthur Street 
South. A Breslau man was north-
bound when he lost control of his 
vehicle on an icy patch in the road, 
rolled into a ditch and struck a 
fence. The vehicle was demolished 
in the collision. There were no in-
juries. No charges were laid.
1:00 PM A single vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Line 86 and Listowel Road, near 
Wallenstein. A Walkerton-woman 
was travelling eastbound when 
she lost control of her vehicle as 
she attempted to merge onto 
Listowel Road and struck a ditch. 
Icy roads and snow patches were 
blamed for the incident. The ve-
hicle sustained moderate damage. 
There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.
3:45 PM Police and the Welles-

ley fire department – Wellesley 
station responded to a chimney 
fire at a residence on Greenwood 
Hill Drive, between Weimar Line 

and Hessen Strasse. The fire was 
contained to the chimney, causing 
no significant damage. There were 
no injuries.
4:40 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion involving a transport truck 
occurred on Manser Road, near 
Buehler Line. The driver told police 
a strong gust of wind caused his 
unloaded trailer to enter a ditch, 
taking the rest of the truck with 
it. A hydro pole was also snapped, 
after the truck struck it. The road 
was closed for about 90 minutes 
while the truck was removed from 
the ditch. There were no injuries. 
The trailer suffered significant 
damage. No charges were laid.

February 22
1:07 AM A head-on collision 

occurred on Arthur Street South, 
after a vehicle spun 180 degrees 
on icy roads. A Drayton woman 
was northbound when she hit a 
patch of ice, lost control and spun 
around in the northbound lane. 
She was then struck head-on by 
a vehicle that had been following 
her. The vehicles received moder-
ate damage. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.
7:09 PM A small quantity of 

marijuana was confiscated from 
a man on Killdeer Road in Elmira 
after police were contacted about 
the individual. The drug was 
seized and destroyed. There were 
no charges.

February 23
12:38 PM Three counterfeit bills 

were discoverd by staff at the 
Bank of Montreal in Elmira. A $20 
bill and two $10 bills were handed 
over to the Waterloo Regional 
Police fraud branch for investiga-
tion. The $20 had a serial number 
of AVT 7606659. The $10 bills had 
the serial numbers FEE 2021717 
and FEE 2021713.

February 24
11:41 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Church Street and Snyder Av-
enue in Elmira. An Elmira woman 
was northbound on Synder Av-
enue and stopped at the intersec-
tion. However, she pulled forward 
into the path of an eastbound 
vehicle and the two collided. The 
vehicles sustained moderate dam-
age. There were no injuries. An 
Elmira woman was charged with 
‘fail to yield to traffic on through 
highway.’
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Library logo gets a facelift Wonder if he has any lucky charms? Animals on the move

The magic and wonder of The Great Gerard comes to the St. Jacobs Li-
brary Mar. 17, St. Patrick’s Day. The show, which goes at 2:30 p.m., is tar-
geted at kids up to 14 years of age. Tickets are $2, available at the library 
now; a limited number are available.

A new look is coming to Region of Waterloo Library branches. A new 
logo, which resembles the pages of a book, will be phased in, eventually 
finding its way onto stationery and outdoor signage. Its designed to bet-
ter reflect the region’s image and the four townships.

Not to be outdone, regional libraries in Elmira and Bloomingdale also 
have events on tap. On Mar. 17 at 2 p.m., Elmira plays host to a GRCA 
animal display, including a snake, rats and prairie dogs. The whole group 
ventures to Bloomingdale Mar. 18 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $2.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

EDSS students had the 
opportunity to give, 
rather than take a les-
son for a change, host-

ing an educational health fair 
in the school’s gymnasium 
Feb. 25. 

“The purpose of the health 
fair is to promote healthy, ac-
tive living,” EDSS teacher and 
event organizer Laurie Murray 
said. “We are trying to shed 
light on a wide range of issues 
that are currently facing high 
school students.

“What we want to do is pro-
mote awareness and help edu-
cated students enough so they 
make smart, responsible choic-
es along any of these issues.”  

As a part of a class project, 
Grade 11 students enrolled in 
the school’s health course re-
searched and arranged infor-
mation booths on various top-
ics including drug use, smok-
ing, stress, dating and sex.  

More than 30 booths envel-
oped the school’s gymnasium, 
each featuring visual displays 
(some equipped with televi-
sions) along with pamphlets 
providing insight into their re-
spective subjects.

“The kids have really done a 
lot of research into their proj-
ects,” said Grade 12 teacher 
Reg Holinshead, impressed 
with the students’ level of work. 
“Some of these projects really 
open your eyes.”    

Mark Diebold, a Grade 11 stu-
dent who ran a booth promot-

Young and healthy
EDSS fair puts health issues in the students’ own hands

ing safe sex, said events like 
these have become increasing-
ly important for students be-
cause many young people may 
be too fearful of their peers to 
ask questions.

Diebold noted that a lot of 
young people face pressure to 
have sex but in spite of that 
pressure students could at least 
create an environment where 
they can learn more about the 

subject and find adequate an-
swers. 

“[Sex] isn’t a topic that is cov-
ered that much in school and 
I think that it’s important to 
get the message out there for 

young people,” he said. “For 
instance, [youth] need to know 
that abstinence is alright, but 
if they chose to have sex they 
should do it responsibly.”

But students weren’t the only 
participants to set up the infor-
mation booths and take part in 
the event. 

A number of community or-
ganizations also took the op-
portunity to address students 
about health matters and help 
them become better aware of 
prevailing issues among young 
people.

Sharr Cairns, recruitment co-
ordinator for Canadian Blood 
Services, said organizations 
such as hers often get involved 
in high school events because 
there is a definite advantage in 
investing in young people.

“We come into schools and 
speak to kids because they are 
the future, after all,” she said.  

Grade 9 student Julie Martin 
said to what extent events like 
this actually help students make 
informed decisions is unclear 
however, she noted, it is neces-
sary for schools to give young 
people access to the truth.   

“It’s been really helpful to see 
all the presentations and learn 
about things, especially what 
not to do,” Martin said of the 
many misconceptions young 
people often pick up from peers. 
“I think this is a decent thing for 
young people to take part in.”     

Students also got the opportu-
nity to try their luck in a raf-
fle, which featured gifts like a 
mini trampoline, CD Discman, 
sports bags and fitness passes.  

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Reaching beyond its 
traditional bound-
ary, the Woolwich 

Community Health Cen-
tre (WCHC) is planning 
to extend its hospice 

WCHC to expand hospice service to Wellesley
“We’re looking to develop an in Wellesley, for Wellesley program,” says Squire
program into neighbour-
ing Wellesley Township. 
The expanded service is 
expected to begin this 
spring.

Since the early 1990s, 
WCHC has offered hos-
pice services to area 
residents who are in the 

palliative stages of life 
or have a progressively 
debilitating illness. Over 
those years, a handful 
of requests for service 
have come forward from 
Wellesley residents, 
which WCHC has tried to 
accommodate, explained 

executive director Denise 
Squire.

“Typically, we’ve made 
exceptions and tried to 
provide that service. And 
just before Christmas, a 
similar request came up 
and we just started talk-
ing about whether we 

could develop a Wellesley 
hospice program just like 
the Woolwich hospice 
program,” she told the 
Observer.

“We’re looking to de-
velop an in-Wellesley, for-
Wellesley program with 
Wellesley volunteers 

rather than continue to 
manage it as an excep-
tion. It’s a bit of a trial. 
Our sense is that it’s defi-
nitely worthwhile to try.”

The program – largely 
funded by the province 
– would see trained vol-

▼ See A HOSPICE page 20

PHOTOS: PETER CRISCIONE

KNOWING IS HALF THE BATTLE  EDSS students hosted a health fair in the school’s gymnasium Feb. 25. Grade 11 students held 
information booths on a wide variety of subjects including drug use, smoking, dating and sex.  
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Farmers, the ultimate
“outdoors” people

An important target group for Canada’s first outdoor expo

There’s a story about 
a farm family from 
Manitoba that de-

cided to combine an au-
tumn holiday in Ontario 
last year with a side trip 
to Woodstock and Cana-
da’s Outdoor Farm Show 
(OFS), the brainchild 
of Guelph businessman 
Ginty Jocius. There they 
were, walking among the 
record 500-plus exhibi-
tors, in the crowd that 
would number 38,000 
over three days (also a 
record), and who do they 
see? Their neighbours.

This tale underlines 
how the show is starting 
to make a mark nation-
ally. The Guelph-based 
organizers mainly target 
southwestern Ontario for 
prospective attendees, 
but after 11 years in op-
eration, word is spread-
ing far and wide that the 
show is unlike any other. 
Its permanent on-site test 
plots and research trials, 
demonstrations and tech-
nology set it apart. 

The show’s organizers 
are embarking on a new 
voyage, and they hope 
farmers will join them 
at the Great Canadian 
Outdoor Expo. After all, 
it’s on the same site as 
the popular OFS (the re-
search plots have been 
fenced off for this event). 
And the organizers’ re-
search tells them farm-
ers like the same things 
their target group likes … 
mainly, being outdoors. 

Unlike some urban out-
doors people, farmers 
aren’t trying to get back 
to the land. They’re al-
ready there. They’re the 
ultimate outdoors people.

Carol Carson, the show’s 
media liaison, gave the 
University of Guelph agri-

cultural communication 
club, CanACT (Canadian 
Agricultural Commu-
nicators of Tomorrow), 
a sneak preview of the 
show earlier this week, 
along with a behind-the-
scenes look at how it’s 
coming together.

It’s a major event for our 
area – Carson expects the 
three-day expo to draw 
50,000 people and more 
than 350 exhibitors when 
the gates open June 11. 
She says the biggest news 
that she can share – a full 
two months before the 
media event scheduled 
to introduce reporters to 
the show – is that Jeep 
has signed on a corner-
stone sponsor.

To the expo, this is huge. 
It means instant profile, 
credibility and promo-
tion.  It’s a tremendous 
coup, a champagne mile-
stone, a drawing card for 
attracting other spon-
sors, without doubt.

But I think the big news 
is the farmer-as-an-out-
doors-person discovery, 
especially in the context 
of this event. It’s touted 
as a demonstration expo, 
an opportunity to muck 
around with something 
before you buy it. That 
sounds like farmers mo-
reso than it does people 
who hop on the 401 and 
drive to outdoors stores on 
King Street in Toronto. 

What is it people can 
muck around with? Jeeps, 
for sure, and other SUVs. 
All-terrain vehicles. And 
even motorcycles.

That sounds like farm-

ers!
There are also demos in 

gardening. Farmers have 
some of the best gardens 
in Ontario. They cer-
tainly know how to make 
plants grow. That’s what 
they do.

Other demos aren’t as 
farm-ish sounding, but 
there’ll be some farmers 
attracted to them. For 
example, farmers like 
building things, and the 
backyard expo sports 
pools and hot tub proj-
ects. Farmers work hard 
and build up healthy ap-
petites; the food expo has 
BBQ demonstration and 
cookware displays (that 
sounds like the interna-
tional plowing match). 
The cottage expo has 
more building demos, 
with docks and log cab-
ins. And if farmers can 
find the time and money 
for a vacation, there’s 
even a travel expo with 
reps from lodges, camps 
and adventure tours.

The Outdoor Farm 
Show succeeded because 
it was well planned, con-
sistent and pertinent.  
That’s the challenge 
now to the outdoor show. 
And while it can’t count 
solely on farmers to 
turn a profit, it’s signifi-
cant that it’s identified 
them as outdoors peo-
ple. Farmers’ numbers 
are relatively minute 
compared to other pro-
fessions, so they aren’t 
usually an identifiable 
target group for a new 
endeavour. What a re-
freshing change. 

unteers visit with and 
provide assistance for 
both the sick and their 
families, as it currently 
does in Woolwich. 

“It’s not a facility-based 
hospice program, it’s re-
ally a residence-based 
support,” Squire said. 
“Sometimes that support 
can be confined to the per-
son’s home, if that’s their 
preference; sometimes 
they go out and do things 
together. It really depends 
on the volunteer and the 
client.”

In Woolwich, there are 
usually between 10 and 
20 clients being tended to 
at any particular time, 
though that fluctuates, 
Squire noted. Servicing 
those clients is a pool of 
about 20 volunteers.

Because they’re unsure 

A hospice service of it own
of the exact demand in 
Wellesley, the number of 
clients and desired volun-
teers hasn’t been set. How-
ever, as with the Woolwich 
program, all approved 
volunteers must take an 
eight-part training course, 
pass an assessment by the 
hospice director and live 
within the township.

“For us, that’s been one 
of the most successful as-
pects of our hospice pro-
gram to date – that it’s es-
sentially volunteers from 
this community working 
with clients from this 
community so that there 
is that connection,” she 
commented. “It would 
very much be a Wellesley 
program that happens to 
be coordinated by our co-
ordinator here.”

While the exact date and 
location of the training 

course hasn’t been firmed 
up, it will likely begin in 
April, followed by volun-
teer assessments.

Wellesley Coun. Joe 
Nowak hailed the ex-
panded service as a step 
forward in the effort to 
meet the medical needs of 
Wellesley residents.

“This is great news,” he 
said. “This is a very im-
portant initiative.”

Hospice coordinator Lor-
raine Weber will head up 
the program, which will 
be added on to her slate of 
duties at the WCHC. The 
program isn’t expected 
to drive up costs signifi-
cantly because it is mostly 
volunteer-based.

For more information 
about hospice services or 
to get details about the 
training course, contact 
Weber at 664-3794, ext. 229.

Continued from page 19
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Saving up for the 
down payment on a 
house can be a diffi-

cult task for prospective 
homeowners, but it will 
get easier come Monday. 
The Canadian Mortgage 
and Housing Corpora-
tion announced a new 
policy this week that will 
see the elimination of the 
five per cent down pay-
ment required to get a 
mortgage.

“It won’t be huge, but it 
will help,” Barry Lowry, 
president of the Kitchen-
er-Waterloo Real Estate 
Board said of the impact 
of the announcement on 

New policy gives boost
Five-per-cent down payment requirement eliminated by CHMC

the local housing mar-
ket.

“Primarily, this will 
help the entry-level peo-
ple. People at the upper 
levels, they have equity, 
usually, in their home. 
They don’t need these in-
centive programs.”

Traditionally, the 
CMHC – a Crown cor-
poration that insures 
home loan payments for 
lending institutions – re-
quired prospective hom-
eowners to put at least 
five per cent of the pur-
chase price as a down 
payment from their own 
funds.

Under the new policy, 
the down payment could 
come from any arms-

length source, includ-
ing borrowed funds and 
lender incentives. Build-
er and seller incentives 
compensating for the five 
per cent aren’t permit-
ted.

“The people still need 
well-established credit 
and stable income,” Low-
ry added, noting deci-
sions on loans remain in 
the hands of the lender.

“One of the problems 
young people have … is 
that they can’t save fast 
enough to keep up with 
the house price increas-
es,” Lowry said. 

“Basically, people can 
get into the market soon-
er now, as long as they 
have a stable income 

– that’s the main thing 
now.”

Some lending institu-
tions have already been 
offering a similar incen-
tive, waiving the five per 
cent down in the form of 
a five per cent cash back 
offer, commented Tim 
Ingold, of the Waterloo 
Region Home Builders’ 
Association.

“[The CMHC] is catch-
ing up and packaging it 
differently,” he told the 
Observer. “You’re still 
going to have to qualify 
and you’ll probably pay 
for that [lack of a down 
payment] vis-à-vis with a 
little higher interest rate 
and mortgage insurance 
rate.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Expect to pay more to 
rent several Welles-
ley Township fa-

cilities soon. Meeting as 
a committee of the whole 
Feb. 24, councillors en-
dorsed several increases 
to rental rates.

The increases are de-
signed to recover a larger 
percentage of the cost of 
operating the facilities, 
while still being competi-
tive with rental fees at 
nearby venues, explained 
Richard Hoover, Welles-
ley’s director of recre-
ation.

“You have to be competi-
tive with other rinks in 
the area. You want to stay 
competitive with those 
arenas so [user groups] 
continue to come to your 
facility,” he told the com-
mittee.

“If we jack [the price] 

Wellesley Township to up its charges
Rental rates set to rise for Wellesley facilities

up, then people will go to 
St. Jacobs or Elmira.”

Local minor sports 
teams looking to use mu-
nicipal ice rinks will see 
the cost jump from $77 
per hour to $82, while 
out-of-towners will pay 
$95 per hour. Currently, 
out-of-towners pay the 
same rate as local clubs.

No changes were pro-
posed for regular ice 
rentals.

The new out-of-town 
charge was introduced 
because other municipal-
ities have similar rental 
policies and the demand 
for ice time in the urban 
areas is driving teams 
to book time in smaller 
communities, Hoover ex-
plained.

“We gave [teams from] 
places like Kitchener, 
Waterloo, New Hamburg 
a really good rate this 
year and we’ve had a re-
ally good response from 

those communities,” he 
said, noting the slightly 
higher rate is still cheap-
er than those charged in 
urban areas.

Minor baseball teams, 
which aren’t paying for 
diamond rentals now, will 
see a $15 charge initiated. 
Other diamond renters 
can also expect a slightly 
larger bill – for either a 
Saturday or Sunday rent-
al, users who used to pay 
$100 a day will soon have 
to cover a $110 bill. Friday 
evening rentals will move 
to $55 from $50. 

Anyone looking to add 
a beer garden to their 
diamond rental will pay 
between $175 and $90 per 
day, depending on the fa-
cility. The St. Clements 
centre is at the high end 
of the scale because it of-
fers both indoor and out-
door beer garden areas 
while Wellesley and Lin-
wood are outside only.

The Hawkesville Com-
munity Centre is an alco-
hol-free venue.

Hall rental rates will 
also be tweaked. The 
hourly rate in St. Cle-
ments will climb $5 to 
$40, while Wellesley rent-
ers see an increase to $30 
from $25 for the smaller 
hall and to $40 from $30 
for the larger hall. Full 
rentals, including the 
hall, kitchen and bar, 
will also rise to $425 from 
$400 in St. Clements and 
to $75 from $165 for the 
smaller Wellesley hall 
and to $350 from $330 for 
the larger hall.

The new Linwood Com-
munity Centre will also 
see higher rental prices 
than its predecessor. The 
former centre cost $25 per 
hour to rent, but rentals 
at the new centre will be 
either $30 (smaller hall) 
or $40 (larger hall) per 
hour. Full rentals will 

cost $175 for the smaller 
hall and $350 for the larg-
er hall, compared to $325 
at the old centre.

Despite it being a new fa-
cility, which could garner 
a higher premium, com-
mittee members opted to 
keep rental fees for the 
Linwood Community Cen-
tre at the same low level as 
the other centres in an ef-
fort to promote its use.

“We need to get some 
people into the facility, 
get some rentals in there. 
Once people see the facil-
ity, then it would generate 
some business,” Hoover 
noted. “We were hoping 
to keep the price down 
for the first year to get it 
busy. Hopefully, through 
word-of-mouth it can gen-
erate a lot of business as a 
result.”

Several small changes 
were also made to addi-
tional rental fees, such as 
corkage charges, clean up 
and meal settings.

In previous years, the 
community centre boards 
set the rates at a level that 
promoted the greatest 
public use, not on a full-
cost recovery basis, noted 
CAO Susan Duke.

Council is expected to 
formally address the new 
fee structure Monday 
(Mar. 1).

Also at the committee of 
the whole, Hoover was in-
structed to begin working 
on a policy that outlines 
the cost of facility rent-
als for service clubs and 
fundraising initiatives. 
Currently, some groups 
are granted free rents 
while others aren’t.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While this week-
end’s warmer 
t e m p e r a t u r e s 

will undoubtedly lead peo-
ple to take to the outdoors, 
the Grand River Conser-
vation Authority (GRCA) 
is asking people to be par-
ticularly cautious while 
treading near waterways.

Temperatures for to-
day are expected to hit a 
high of eight degrees Cel-
sius, which will help the 
mounds of collected snow 
to melt away. Similar tem-
peratures are expected 
tomorrow and into early 
next week.

“What that means, is in 

Watch out for 
fast water

Melting snow means caution needed
the early part of next week 
we’ll be starting to get run-
off. So rivers and creeks 
will start to rise; not to the 
point where we’re expect-
ing any flooding, but they 
will be higher,” explained 
GRCA communications 
coordinator Dave Schultz.

“The water will be mov-
ing faster and that can be 
dangerous. The ice will 
start to thin as well, so it 
becomes more dangerous 
at this time of the year.”

In response to the antici-
pated thaw, the GRCA is 
asking people to stay well 
back from river banks. 
Crossing ice-covered wa-
terways will be particu-
larly dangerous over the 
next few days.

AT THE RIVER’S EDGE  Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss – the township’s representative on the Grand River Conservation Authority - kneels by the 
river bank at the West Montrose Covered Bridge, one of the most notorious locations for spring flooding in the area. RICHARD VIVIAN
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment  
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”
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The real correlation between storks and babies uncovered
Q.  Just how desperate 
would your territorial pre-
dicament be if you were 
promised only as much 
land as could be enclosed 
by the skin of an ox?  That 
was the story of Phoeni-
cian Princess Dido, c. 900 
B.C.E.

A.  Forced to flee from 
her ruthless brother, 
she went by ship to Af-
rica where she tried to 
buy land from a local 
ruler, who rendered 
the strange ox bargain, 
says John A. Adam in 
Mathematics in Nature:  
Modeling Patterns in the 
Natural World. Accord-
ing to Virgil’s Aeneid, 
Dido understood the 
“isoperimetric prob-
lem” – that of all pe-
rimeters, a circle will 
enclose maximum area,  
(From The Parsimoni-
ous Universe, by S. Hil-

debrandt & A. Tromba).
She used a straight 

part of the Mediterra-
nean as one boundary, 
then cut the hide into 
thin strips to form a 
semicircular enclosure.  
If she had not used the 
coastline, then a cir-
cular perimeter would 
have been best.  Picture 
the ox like a big cow, 
and approximate a big 
body “box” of 4 ft. high 
by 2 ft. wide by 5 ft. long, 
yielding about 80 sq. ft. 
of hide.

Assuming she cut 
strips as thin as 0.1 inch 
wide, then the combined 
length of the strips 
would be about 10,000 ft. 
With the radius of the 
semicircle about 3,000 
ft. and the sea bound-
ary about 6,000 ft., she 
managed to capture 0.5 
sq. mi., or equivalent to 

a square of land 0.7 mi. 
by 0.7 mi.!

Says Adam:  “Princess 
Dido knew what she was 
doing!”
Q.  Is it easier for a 10-year-
old or a healthy 100-year-
old to add muscle mass?

A.  You seniors, take 
heart, for research 
shows it’s never too late 
to pump iron and gain at 
least modest strength, 
say V. Gregory Payne 
and Larry D. Isaacs in 
Human Motor Develop-
ment:  A Lifespan Ap-
proach. Moreover, you 
stand a better chance 
of adding muscle mass 
than does a prepubes-
cent child, who likely 

can benefit more than 
you in gaining neural 
adaptations to activate 
muscle tissues for im-
proved coordination.

So youth surely has 
its advantages, but age 
does not need to bow 
out prematurely – just 
don’t overdo it, check 
with your doctor first, 
and follow professional 
guidelines in prepara-
tion for those Centenar-
ian Olympics.
Q.  The old myth about 
storks bringing babies has 
been repeated so often 
there must be something 
to it.  True?

A.  In old Dutch vil-
lages, residents noticed 

that the more storks 
there were in the area, 
the more human babies 
were born.  Before long, 
the charming notion 
grew that birds and 
babies were linked to-
gether.

Here was a classic ex-
ample of “illusory cor-
relation” with uncer-
tain causality:  If birds 
and babies went hand 
in hand, there were 
three possible explana-
tions:  (1) the birds were 
bringing the babies   (2) 
the babies were attract-
ing the birds   (3) both 
were related to a third, 
hidden factor.

Obviously, 1 and 2 
wouldn’t fly.  The hid-
den factor, it turned out, 
was ROOFTOPS:  More 
houses with rooftops 
meant more people and 
so more babies.  More 

rooftops also meant 
more birds, which nest-
ed on the high, safe, lev-
el surfaces.  When roof-
tops were redesigned, 
or people moved into 
apartment dwellings, 
the baby-stork correla-
tion disappeared. 

Other suggested hid-
den factors:  Heat:  
Where there were ba-
bies, a fire was kept go-
ing all day long, so the 
birds stopped by for 
warmth (“Using Sta-
tistics to Look for Rela-
tionships”).  Seasonal-
ity:  Human births are 
more frequent at cer-
tain times of the year, 
and these just happen 
to coincide with stork 
nestings (psychologist 
Carol Tavris in The Los 
Angeles Times).

So there was logic to 
the old myth: bad logic!

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)

February 28
The Princess and the Pea – The Church  Theater, 1376 
King St. N., St. Jacobs. 11a.m & 2 p.m. To reserve 
tickets call (519)664-1134.

March 1 
Gentle Steps Towards Fitness – Register for session starting 
Mar. 9th, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Cost $20.25. 664-3794. 
Seniors On The Go – Register for session starting Mar. 
11th, 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. Cost $20. 25. 664-3794. 
Gentle Moves – Register for session starting Mar. 
15th. 7pm. Cost $20. 664-3794. 
Better Bones – Register for session starting Mar. 17th. 
10:30 am. Cost $20. 664-3794. 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Register for 
session starting Mar. 22, 9 a.m. Cost $55. 664-3794.
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Register for 
session starting Mar. 23, 7 p.m. Cost $50. 664-3794. 

March 3
Waterloo Rural Women’s Business Day – 9 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m. St. Agatha Community Centre.  Cost $15 per 
adult includes lunch, $5 per child (childcare provided 
by Waterloo Rural Childcare), bring a bag lunch for 
your children. For information call 664-3794. 

March 5
A World Day of Prayer Service - will be held at 7:30 
p.m. at Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N. Service 
written by the women of Panama. All are welcome. 

March 6
Gospel Country Jamboree – Linwood Church on 
Wilker Way, (former Albert St.), Linwood, ON. 7:30 
p.m.  No cost for admission a free will offeing will be 
taken to cover expenses. Refreshments provided. For 
more info: contact Wilma Helewn 519-396-3887 or 
Mavis Guest 519-894-9137. 
Beat the Winter Blahs. Attend “Advocating for Wellness” 
12 to 4 p.m. at the Waterloo Memorial Recreation 
Complex, 101 Father David Bauer Drive, Waterloo. Free 
admission. For information call 579-1392. 

March 6 continued
Woolwich Community Services – has trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 73 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. 669-5139. 
Canada Blooms Bus Trip – sponsored by Elmira 
& District Horticultural Society. Cost $38 member, 
$43 non – member (this includes $5 membership). 
For more information call Lyn Schwindt 669-
2212. 

March 13 
Fundraiser Breakfast Buffet – 8-9 a.m. Calvary United 
Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. Proceeds 
towards Mennonite Central Committee Guelph Meat 
Canning Project. Advance ticket sales only by calling 
MCC at 745-8458. 
Evening Meeting – 7:30 p.m. Willie Reimer from 
MCC Canada will be speaking and showing slides of 
MCC distribution at First Mennonite Church, 800 King 
Street East, Kitchener. Everyone is invited. 

March 14
Special Concert – featuring The Chapels from Detroit. 
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 685 Highpoint 
Avenue, Waterloo. 7 p.m. Admission by ticket only up 
to 6:45 p.m. Free will offering. Call 519-888-7870 to 
obtain your free tickets. 
The Chapels at Milverton Mennonite Fellowship 
10:45 am. 6619 Perth Rd. 131, Milverton. No ticket 
necessary, everyone welcome. 

March 20
The R.J. Kruisselbrink Sisters in Concert, 8 p.m. 
Drayton Reformed Church, Drayton. Freewill Offering. 
Contact: (519)934-2608. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 469 – St. Patrick’s 
Day Roast Beef Dinner with decadent dessert table. 
5pm & 7 p.m sittings. Tickets available at Elmira 
Legion – 669-2932. 
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FAMILYALBUM
IN MEMORIAM
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

DRAYTON COUNTRY
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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REALESTATE

THANK YOU

MANY THANKS
I want to thank all of my family and 
friends for the special party in cel-
ebration of my 75th Birthday held 
at Trinity United Church on Sunday, 
February 15.

The best wishes, cards, flowers and 
gifts were all greatly appreciated.

Ruth Hunter
In loving memory of 

Gerald H. Wideman 
who died February 28th, 2000. 

Today is remembered and quietly kept,
no words are needed we'll never forget.

We think of you always,
and often speak your name.
All we have are memories,

and your picture in a frame.
May the winds of heaven blow gently, 

and sail you to your favorite spot.
With the sun shine on the water,
and that stary night never forgot.

Though your smile is gone forever,
your face we cannot touch.
We hold you in our hearts, 
the man we loved so much.

Forever in our hearts, your family,
Frieda, Christine, Kathy & Gerry

DEATH NOTICES

JAQUES, Velma
Peacefully, on Wednesday, February 18, 
2004, at Cedar Croft Place, in Stratford, 
formerly of Wellesley, in her 91st year.

PENNER, Randy Evan
Suddenly, and tragically at his home in 
Kitchener, on Friday, February 20, 2004, 
age 47 years.

TRACEY, Clara Elaine (Penner)
Passed away, peacefully into the Lord’s 
arms after having succumbed to a long 
illness, on Thursday, February 19, 2004, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, in her 57th year.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich Town-
ship has adopted 
a wait-and-see 

attitude toward a new 
provincial program 
aimed at boosting Ontar-
io’s tourism industry.

Queen’s Park earlier 
this month announced 
it would invest $30 mil-
lion to promote tourism 
in Ontario and help alle-
viate some of the finan-
cial burden incurred by 
businesses as a result 
of last year’s SARS epi-
demic.

Details about how and 
when money would be 
available are still hard 
to come by, said Wool-
wich chief administra-
tive officer Peter Sim-
mons, who is respon-
sible for the township’s 
tourism efforts. That 
said, Woolwich is pre-
pared to participate in 
the program if it’s appli-
cable to this area.

“It is encouraging to 
know that the province 
is preparing to invest in 
an industry of signifi-
cance to municipalities 
such as Woolwich,” Sim-
mons told the Observer. 
“There isn’t a great 
deal of detail right now 
on tourism revitaliza-
tion but based on the 
information that has 
been provided, this is 
certainly something we 
would look at to partici-
pate in if we qualify.”

With St. Jacobs in 
mind, Simmons said a 
definite area of interest 
for the township is the 
$17.2 million that will 
be invested in promot-
ing province-wide des-
tinations and cultural 
tourism.

“It’s quite clear that 

Woolwich has eyes on new
provincial tourism dollars

Still few details about new program to boost industry
there is plenty of money 
there,” Simmons said 
referring to the $17.2 
million set aside for cul-
tural tourism. “That’s 
certainly the area that 
we would be looking to 
be a part of depending 
on whether the partner-
ships are there.”

According to the pro-
vincial government, 
the $30 million in new 
funding will be divided 
into three main areas 
and will focus primar-
ily on marketing efforts 
to boost the province’s 
profile both at home and 
abroad.

 Some $10 million will 
be earmarked for pro-
vincial tourism market-
ing campaigns geared 
to promoting Ontario, 
in both North American 
and international mar-
kets, as a “destination of 
choice” for travelers. An 
additional $2.8 million 
will be geared towards 
northern marketing 
initiatives to help boost 
tourism in the region, 
while $17.2 million will 
be invested in strategic 
partnerships to market 
events and destinations 
across Ontario and to 
promote cultural tour-
ism. 

Although the township 
would not receive an 
outright cash payment, 
it could potentially sub-
scribe to projects like 
region-wide promotion-
al initiatives and adver-
tising.   

Mary Price, tourism 
manager for St. Jacobs’ 
Mercedes Corp., said 
the SARS epidemic that 
plagued Toronto and 
surrounding areas last 
year had a negative im-
pact on many township 
businesses. 

She said while some 

businesses maintained 
“an above average level 
of productivity” many 
others felt the burden of 
fewer tourists visiting 
the area.

“By the end of Octo-
ber it was pretty clear 
that numbers were 
substantially down ev-
erywhere. Every motor 
coach seemed to have 
fewer people … sales re-
mained strong but there 
were less tourist com-
ing through,” she said, 

referring to the mainly 
American tourists that 
visit the area annually. 
“There is no doubt that 
our tourism numbers 
were down.”

As for an upward look-
ing tourism season this 
year Price added that 
officials remain hope-
ful but there are too 
many variables – such 
as consumer confidence 
among foreign travel-
lers – to make an accu-
rate forecast.  
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and that stary night never forgot.
Though your smile is gone forever,

your face we cannot touch.
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Forever in our hearts, your family,
Frieda, Christine, Kathy & Gerry



VIS IT  YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER,  JEEP® ,  DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA
Wise customers read the fine print: *, **, † These are limited time offers which may not be combined with any other offer except Graduate Rebate and apply to retail deliveries on
new in-stock 2004 vehicles. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Purchase and lease financing subject to approval by Chrysler Financial Canada. Chrysler Financial Canada is a member
of the DaimlerChrysler Services Canada Group. * 0% purchase financing up to 60 months on 2004 Dodge Ram 1500 4x2 models. Example: $30,000 @ 0% APR/60-month term; monthly
payment is $500.00. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation is $30,000. If customers choose 0% purchase financing, they forego incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective
interest rate, factoring in these incentives, could be up to 3%. See retailer for complete details and conditions. ** Cash purchase price is applicable only to the 2004 Dodge Ram 1500 4x2

SLT 26G. † Lease is based on a 36-month term for the 2004 Dodge Ram 1500 4x2 SLT 26G. Total lease obligation is $14,777 with $0 down; $14,768 with $4,995 down, and $14,773 with $3,020 down. Lease finance interest rate is 0%. Kilometres limited
to 61,200; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. *, **, † Excludes freight, license, insurance, applicable taxes, registration and retailer charges. ‡ 2004 Chrysler, Jeep and Dodge vehicles are backed by the best protection we've ever offered: a 7-year or
115,000 kilometre∆ Powertrain Warranty plus 24-hour roadside assistance+. Basic Warranty coverage is for 3 years or 60,000 kilometres∆. ∆Whichever comes first. +Some conditions including a deductible may apply. Offer does not apply to vehicles sold
for certain commercial uses or to Ram SRT-10 models. See your dealer for details. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under license by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

FINANCING PROVIDED BY

GM, FORD, HONDA & TOYOTA DON’T MATCH IT.

The best protection we’ve ever offered on all 
2004 Dodge Ram models. 7 year or 115,000 km powertrain 
warranty. Plus 24 hour Roadside Assistance.

‡
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2004 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X2

• 5.7L Magnum® V8 HEMI® 345 hp engine 
• Air conditioning • Remote keyless entry 
• 17" Chrome clad wheels

• Cruise control • Sentry-Key® Theft Deterrent System 
• AM/FM CD stereo • Power windows, locks and mirrors
• Heavy duty front and rear shock absorbers $30,488

or Cash Purchase for
**

PURCHASE*or
LEASE† financing

36 MONTHS LEASE
60 MONTHS PURCHASE0%

OTHER 36 MONTH LEASE 
PLANS OFFERED

:

Monthly Down payment
$243† $4,995
$298† $3,020

a month for 36 months. 
$0 DOWN PAYMENT.

LEASE FOR

$382†

x x x
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