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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A pair of break-in sus-
pects ran through the 
knee-deep waters of 
the Conestogo River 

in an attempt to escape police 
Nov. 26. One managed to reach 
the other side, the other didn’t 
quite make it – but both soon 

Two suspects arrested following car theft, break-ins in St. Jacobs
found themselves in the back 
of a police cruiser.

What started as a stolen vehi-
cle report from Elmira District 
Secondary School (EDSS) bal-
looned into a series of charges 
against two 18-year-old Kitch-
ener men after residents along 
St. Jacobs’ Water Street report-
ed suspicious activity in their 
neighbourhood.

At 9 a.m., police were called 
to the high school to investi-
gate the theft of a student’s van 
from the parking lot.

“While she’s sitting in the 
classroom, she notices her 
van leaving the parking lot,” 
explained Waterloo Regional 
Police Sgt. Merv Knechtel of 
Elmira’s 3A division. In report-
ing the theft, the student also 

provided a description of two 
suspicious-looking individuals 
she had seen near the parking 
lot as she arrived at school a 
half-hour earlier. Each was 
wearing jeans and a grey shirt, 
one with a hood.

“What really sets them out 
[from the student crowd] is one 
is carrying a duffle bag.”

Less than an hour later, Water 

Street residents reported see-
ing men matching that descrip-
tion lurking around backyards 
in the area. Officers responded 
just in time to see the stolen 
van heading northbound, still 
on Water Street.

The van was followed to the 
street’s end, where the oc-
cupants jumped out and ran 

▼ See RASH page 2

▼ See SELBY page 5

Stone Crock 
new home 

to MCC 
thrift store

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The former Stone Crock Restaurant building 
in Elmira will become the new home of the 
Mennonite Central Committee thrift shop in 
a $700,000 deal that closes Dec. 15.

The move will almost triple the size of the store, 
and provide much-needed parking for customers and 
volunteers. The new location is expected to open for 
business in February.

Currently located on Samuel Street, at the corner of 
Snyder Avenue, the shop has less than 3,000 square 
feet and limited parking. The new site houses an 
8,200-sq.-ft. building on two acres of land. Space at 
the Church Street building is all on one level, mak-
ing it more useful than the current facility, said MCC 
Ontario executive director Arli Klassen, adding the 
store will expand its line to include furniture and 
larger household items.

Funding for the purchase has already been ar-
ranged through a series of donations and low- and 
no-interest loans, she said. The new property will be 
owned by MCC Ontario, which runs 15 thrift stores 

Provincial office to buy Elmira 
site for $700,000 in move to 

expand operation

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Jeff Selby is at it again: hav-
ing already camped out in a 
van for a week to raise mon-
ey for cancer research, the 

Elmira man will now set up shop 
in a Mennonite buggy. This time, 
he aims to raise money and aware-
ness for the Food Bank of Water-
loo Region.

The event, called Jeff Selby’s 
Holiday Wish, kicked off yester-

day (Dec.3) at the Sobey’s store at 
Columbia Street and Fischer-Hall-
man Road in Waterloo. For the next 
week, he’ll live in an old-fashioned 
Mennonite buggy – sans horse of 
course –  to encourage public aware-

MENNONITE STYLE  Elmira’s Jeff Selby is currently spending a week in a Mennonite buggy, a fundraising effort for the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region. He’ll be parked outside a Waterloo supermarket until Dec. 10.
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You will find:
• Lots of parking • 100’s of gifts
• Great Savings• Friendly Service
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Catch the holiday Spirit!
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Need help finding a lawyer?
Call the Lawyer Referral Service

• Call our 1-900 number.
• A LRS Representative will give you the name
and phone number of one local LRS member
lawyer who is able to deal with your issue.

• Call a LRS member lawyer and receive up
to 30 minutes of free consultation
• A $6.00 charge will be applied to your
phone bill

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS

The Law Society of
Upper Canada

Barreau
du Haut-Canada

L E T  R I G H T  P R E V A I L

1-900-565-4577
TTY: (416) 644-4886 
Toll Free Crisis Line 

1-800-268-8326
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in the province, provid-
ing some $1.3 million in 
annual revenue to the 
charitable organization.

“The [MCC] board has 
done a lot of work with the 
business plan and with 
arranging donations for 
the project,” Klassen ex-
plained, noting growth in 
sales at the larger store is 
expected to quickly cover 
the move.

The Elmira operation, 
as with the other MCC 
thrift stores, relies on 
volunteers – the manager 
holds the only paid posi-
tion – to sort the large 
volume of items donated 
for resale.

MCC plans to begin pre-
paring the new site for its 
transition from restau-
rant to store as soon as 
it takes possession of the 
property, Klassen noted.

The building has been 
empty since February, 
when the Stone Crock Res-
taurant closed its doors 
for the last time after be-
ing in business since 1977. 
The decision to shut down 
followed a difficult year, 
as 2003 hit the tourism 
business with a string of 
negative events: the war 

in Iraq, SARS outbreak, 
mad-cow disease scare, 
and hydro blackouts. 

Some of the restaurant’s 
functions, such as cater-
ing, were moved down 
to Stone Crock Inc.’s fa-
cilities in St. Jacobs. The 
company continues to op-
erate a Stone Crock loca-
tion there, as well as Ben-
jamin’s and Vidalia’s.

Representative Sandy 
Shantz said the sale 
would have no impact on 
the company’s other ven-
tures. In preparation for 
handing over the build-
ing, she supervised the 
sale of the restaurant’s 
contents – thousands of 
items, from kitchen ap-

pliances to antiques – a 
large auction Dec. 2.

With a move imminent, 
MCC plans a sale of its 
own, looking to list its 
current property at 2 
Samuel St., said Ontario 
thrift store co-ordinator 
Patty Ollies. It has owned 
the building since 1982, 
having opened a small 
store in Elmira at anoth-
er location in 1977.

No price has been an-
nounced for the building, 
which bears a ‘residen-
tial’ zoning although it’s 
used for commercial pur-
poses. Woolwich Town-
ship planner John Scar-
fone said the property 
has a site-specific exemp-

tion permitting the thrift 
store operation. Whether 
that designation would 
continue after the sale de-
pends on what the buyer 
proposes to do with the 
property, he added.

The Stone Crock proper-
ty, meanwhile, is already 
zoned appropriately for use 
as a thrift store; the move 
would bring the store to a 
location more in keeping 
with township land-use 
policies, said Scarfone.

“Where it is right now is 
within an existing resi-
dential area. The [new 
location] has commer-
cial zoning and allows 
straight retail … so it’s a 
good fit.”

Continued from cover

Stone Crock goes on the block

through the Conestogo 
River with police hot 
on their heels. One of 
the suspects was appre-
hended as he reached 
the far side, but a second 
suspect continued to flee 
after crossing the water-
course.

A canine unit was called 
in to locate the running 
suspect, but its tracking 
services weren’t formally 
put to work.

“They knew the direc-
tion the guy went in, so as 
canine was just about to 
set up the track, they said 
‘why don’t we check out 
the farmyard?’ As they 
went over there, here’s 
the young man fitting the 
description (talking) with 
another young man oper-
ating a front-end loader in 
the manure yard,” Knech-
tel explained, noting the 
farm was about 500-me-
tres from the river, neigh-
bouring Picard Peanuts.

The suspect was subse-
quently arrested by the 

canine unit officer.
Following the arrest, 

two residential break-ins 
were discovered along 
Water Street, as were two 
thefts from vehicles. Rear 
doors of each residence 
were forced open.

Stolen, and later recov-
ered, were a camera, a 
DVD player, a clock/ra-
dio, a quantity of cash 
and liquor. A pair of Cen-
tre in the Square theatre 
tickets – taken from one 
of the vehicles – was also 
found near the river.

Two Kitchener men 
were each charged with 
two counts of break-and-
enter, two counts of theft 
under $5,000, theft of a 
motor vehicle and posses-
sion of stolen property.

Additional charges may 
be filed, Knechtel added.

A stolen Chrysler Neon 
was also found aban-
doned in the EDSS park-
ing lot that morning, but 
as of press time, there had 
been no direct link drawn 
to the men arrested.

Rash of thefts,  
break-ins land  

two Kitchener men  
in police custody
Continued from cover

WHAT AM I 
BID? Marcia 
Shantz holds 
up just a few of 
the thousands 
of items up for 
grabs during 
T h u r s d a y ’ s 
auction at the 
old Stone Crock 
R e s t a u r a n t 
in Elmira. The 
building has 
been sold to 
the Mennonite 
C e n t r a l 
Committee.

KYLE REA
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   ▼ THE NUMBERS ARE IN! THE NATIONAL PRINT MEDIA STUDY, COMBASE, REVEALS THE OBSERVER WITH THE HIGHEST READERSHIP IN WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY.

Tying one on
With more than 300 ties, it takes years to get through the rotation

Oh, deer

▼ See COUNCILLOR page 5

RICHARD VIVIAN
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THE SPICE OF LIFE  With a collection exceeding 300, Bamberg’s Dusan Cizman has plenty of neckties to choose from when he’s getting dressed in the morning. 

Area roads were a hazardous place 
to be last month … if you were a deer, 
that is. Last Friday, two deer were struck 
and killed in Wellesley; a third was hit in 
Woolwich but fled the scene. 
The three incidents bring the total num-

ber of deer-versus-vehicle collisions for 
the month of November to 13; only four 
deer survived such encounters. Drivers 
are urged to be on the look out for deer 
during the evening hours, which is when 
most of the collisions have occurred. 

Just in time for 
the holidays

Offices and homes across the area were 
filled with poinsettias late last week as 
Woolwich Community Services complet-
ed delivery of the favoured Christmas 
plant as part of their annual poinsettia 
sale. 
WCS sold 995 plants and raised a total 

of $4,500 – exceeding their initial goal 
of $4,000 – for their Growing Together 
program. The program helps support 
various WCS services and efforts. 

Snow and ice arrived in the area earlier 
this week – though it didn’t last long, for 
now – prompting a request from Water-
loo Region that residents don’t spread 
around too much of the white stuff either 
– salt, that is.
Commonly used to melt ice accumula-

tions, or prevent them, on roads, side-
walks and driveways, salt dissolves into 
runoff water and finds its way into sew-
ers and watercourses. Removing the salt 
is both a complex and costly process.
Over time, salt buildup in groundwater 

can lead to bad tasting water.
“Ice salt can have a significant impact 

on our groundwater,” said Thomas 
Schmidt, the region’s director of water 
services. “We can all help preserve our 
water for future generations by working 
as a community to reduce the amount of 
salt that enters the environment.”
For it’s part, the region has developed a 

policy to reduce salt use by 25 per cent.

Less salt means better 
water, says region

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some people collect stamps, others 
coins or antiques. Bamberg’s Du-
san Cizman prefers something a bit 
more practical, something he can 

use regularly. Ever since childhood, he’s 
had an affinity for neckties.

The fashionable neckwear is the perfect 
way to complete an outfit and stand out in 
a crowd, he says – crowds that increasingly 
include more t-shirts than collars. 

“I abhor when I see professionals show up 
to meetings in t-shirts or sweatshirts with 
company names on them … I just march 
to the tune of my own band and part of the 
dress code is a nice colourful tie,” he told 
the Observer. 

“I just think it completes the look. I just 
feel that ties set me off from the main-
stream.”

His collection now numbers more than 
300: he may be the only person happy to find 
a tie, or two, under the tree at Christmas.

With so many in his collection, Cizman 
gives the illusion of wearing a new tie every 
day, with the notable exception of seasonal 
themes such as Christmas. After sporting 
each tie, back to the bottom of the rotation 

it goes. And with a different one hanging 
around his neck most weekdays, it takes 
a couple years before the repeats start to 
show.

Selecting each day’s tie – which of course 
has to go with the shirt – is the duty of 
his wife Maureen. She also makes sure 
they’re boxed up afterward and rotates 
the collection appropriately.

“My sense of colour is not like Maureen’s. 
I would wear louder combinations than 
she lets me,” he said. “My colour combina-
tion is mixed by the keeper of the ties.”

“When I’m not here, I just pray he picks 
the right one,” she laughed. “It just com-
pletes the outfit.

“You’re representing a lot of people, so 
you should be well-dressed,” she told him, 
referencing his position as ward council-
lor in Wellesley Township.

The fasci-
nation with 
ties, Ciz-
man said, 
developed in the 
northern Ontario 
community of Chap-
leau where he grew 
up. His father’s boss 
was friends with the 

local Member of Parliament – one Lester B. 
Pearson.

“He always had on beautiful bowties. I 
wanted a bowtie like this famous man who 
would come and visit,” he recalled, adding 
his bowtie phase didn’t stand the test of time 
because they had a habit of falling off. 

Western bolo ties also proved trouble-
some, with schoolyard bullies using them 
for activities other than their intended pur-

pose. So the move was made to the 
neckties for which he’s now 

known.
“Mother cut my dad’s ties 

so that they fit me, or she’d 
sew them,” he explained. 
“His ties were kind of qui-

Return trip to Crosshill 
won’t be necessary

With the installation of key drop-off 
boxes at Wellesley Township’s rental 
halls, renters will save a trip to the 
Crosshill municipal office. The move 
– approved by the Wellesley recreation 
committee last week – was made to ap-
pease renters who often complain about 
having to make the trip both pick up and 
drop off the keys.
In approving the motion, council agreed 

to pay up to $175 plus installation for 
safe-boxes to be placed outside commu-
nity centre halls in Wellesley, Hawkes-
ville, Linwood and St. Clements.
Suggesting such investment isn’t 

needed in the case of Hawkesville, ward 
Coun. Ron Hackett recommended sim-
ply cutting a mail-sized hole in the door 
where people can drop the keys inside. 
Discussed at a previous meeting, he also 
recommended using Hawkesville Variety 
as the drop-off location.
Neither idea found the support of his 

fellow councillors.

Youth program gets 
boost from WCF

The Woolwich Community Fund has an 
early Christmas gift lined up for Elmira’s 
Youth Drop-in Centre: the organization 
will present Woolwich Community Ser-
vices with a cheque for $3,000 on Dec. 7. 
The popular program is facing decreas-
ing Trillium Fund grants.
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Request for Public Opinion 
on the Proposed Nursing Home 

Annual Licence Renewal of
Leisureworld Caregiving Centre - Elmira, Elmira

In accordance with the Nursing Homes Act, public opinion is being requested prior to a final decision being made on the above.

If you have comments or opinions and wish to bring them to the attention of the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, you 
may submit them by January 4, 2005 to:

Director under the Nursing Homes Act
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
Long-Term Care Homes Branch
c/o 5700 Yonge Street, 4th Floor
North York, Ontario  M2M 4K5
Phone: 416-327-7345 Fax: 416-326-3142

Please include the name of the nursing home and quote Project #172-05 on all written submissions.

The Director will consider all submissions before making a final decision.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A deal is in the works 
between Crompton 
and the Region of 

Waterloo to send ammo-

Crompton seeks ammonia deal
Chemical company, region working on agreement for ammonia treatment at Elmira wastewater facility

stated that groundwater, 
both on- and offsite, will 
still be treated for NDMA 
and other chemicals be-
fore being sent to the 
plant for treatment.

The temporary measure 
would remain in place un-
til Crompton completes 
its onsite ammonia-treat-
ment system – construc-
tion is expected to begin 
in late 2005.

A previous ammonia-
treatment agreement be-
tween Crompton and the 
region ran from August 
1998 until July 2001. It 
was not renewed follow-
ing its expiry.

“The idea originally 
was that it would be 
short-term with the re-
gion until they could get 
an ammonia treatment 
facility built. The region 
renewed the contract 
once with them and fi-
nally they said,  ‘enough 
already, build your am-
monia treatment facility 
… we’re not going to treat 
your stuff anymore,” said 
Susan Bryant, head of 
Elmira’s Assuring Pro-
tection for Tomorrow’s 
Environment. “But now 
that the ammonia is 

more of a problem than it 
was … it’s probably going 
to be a larger volume of 
stuff that needs to go out 
to the sewage treatment 
plant.”

While sharing Bryant’s 
concerns, other members 
of the Crompton Public 
Advisory Committee are 
looking upon this move 
as a positive step. 

“CPAC is very support-
ive of the region agree-
ing to take this on,” said 
chair Pat McLean. 

“We do support the pro-
posal to treat water from 
the offsite treatment sys-
tem at the sewage treat-
ment system since it will 
allow Crompton to extract 
and treat more contami-
nated water from their 
offsite extraction wells,”  
added Ministry of the En-
vironment representative 
Steve Martindale. 

The move would speed 
up the remediation of the 
aquifer, he added. 

Andrews said the agree-
ment would be discussed 
at regional council in 
the late winter or early 
spring, and negotiations 
are expected to take a 
couple of months. 
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nia contaminated water 
to the Elmira wastewater 
facility for treatment. 

The company is unable 
to treat the ammonia 
with its existing onsite 
system, prompting a 

request to the region. 
Talks are now in the pre-
liminary stages.

“We’ve been reviewing 
their request we accept 
[ammonia contaminated 
water] on an interim ba-

sis while they construct 
their treatment facil-
ity,” said Dave Andrews, 
the region’s manager of 
wastewater operations.

Crompton is looking to 
send the plant a maxi-
mum of 40 to 50 litres of 
ammonia-contaminated 
water per second, a move 
needed to optimize the 
chemical company’s 
treatment of Elmira’s 
tainted aquifers.

“Their discharge would 
be contingent upon our 
existing capabilities. The 
proposal would be that 
we take the flow that we 
can handle through the 
regular treatment plant,” 
Andrews explained. Cost 
for the process has yet to 
be determined. 

During the summer 
months, when ammonia 
levels are high, the com-
pany has been forced 
to shut down its offsite 
wells, thereby reducing 
the amount of ground-
water treated for other 
harmful chemicals.

Treatment of these con-
taminants is another re-
quirement of Crompton’s 
request, said Andrews. 
Company officials have 

LEAVING THE SCENE  The 
driver of this Volkswagen was 
nowhere to be found when 
police, Conestogo firefighters and 
paramedics arrived at the scene 
Wednesday morning (Dec. 1). The 
vehicle left New Jerusalem Road, 
a kilometre north of Sawmill 
Road, and narrowly missed a 
utility pole before cresting a hill 
on a residential lawn and crashing 
into a ditch, about 90-metres 
from where it first left the road. 
The collision was reported at 8:26 
a.m. Later contacted by police, 
the owner – a Wallenstein man 
– reported being pulled off the 
road by a slushy buildup. There 
were no injuries. Police continue 
to investigate the incident.

DITCHED

RICHARD VIVIAN
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MACHINERY
SALES

3691 Nafziger Road,  Wellesley
PARTS, SALES & SERVICE 656-3098 

1-800-827-2153
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et.”
Quiet ties aren’t exactly 

what Cizman is going for 
– quiet literally at times. 
His collection encom-
passes every size and 
shape imaginable, as well 
as some fitted with flash-
ing lights and/or music 
players.

And he has a tie for just 
about every occasion.

“The hard ones to find 
are Halloween. I can’t 
find one, so I guess I’ll 
have to make one,” Mau-
reen noted.

For the most part, feed-
back on Cizman’s ties has 
been positive. He has, 
however, inspired more 
than a few women to con-

vince their significant 
others to follow suit and 
dress up a little, some-
times to the disappoint-
ment of the men.

“I find women always 
say ‘I wish my husband 
would wear a tie.’ On the 
other hand, some people 
always say ‘don’t play 
any music this evening,’” 
he noted.

With such an array to 
choose from, picking a 
favourite isn’t just dif-
ficult, it’s impossible, he 
suggested.

“I probably have 50 fa-
vourites. If I had to re-
duce numbers, I think I 
could probably reduce it 
without pain to 150. Any-
thing less would hurt.”

Continued from page 3

Councillor makes a 
fashion statement

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Frustrated dealing 
with a growing 
number of issues 

unrelated to education, 
the chairperson of the 
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board is stepping 
down on Monday (Dec. 6).

Declining a second one-
year term, Louise Ervin, 
56, announced her resig-
nation Dec. 1. It takes ef-
fect at the organization’s 
annual meeting Monday.

Ervin will continue 
as trustee for Waterloo, 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot.

Disillusion with the 
board’s focus, and the 
need to spend more time 
with her family, were mo-
tivating factors, she ex-
plained.

Current chair of Catholic school board steps down
Louise Ervin declines second one-year term as chair, continues to work as trustee

“I have to admit that I 
became a trustee to fo-
cus on education. I have 
found the focus of discus-
sions around the board 
table moving farther and 
farther away from that 
and it has frustrated me 
a little bit. I tried to work 
it through as chair of the 
board. Maybe I’ll be more 
successful as trustee,” 
she said. 

“And in my personal life 
I have a new granddaugh-
ter and my husband has 
retired, so the duties of 
chair of the board are 
quite significant and very 
time consuming. By not 
having that extra respon-
sibility I’ll have more time 
to spend with them.”

A trustee for some 20 
years, Ervin said she will 
remain in her position 
until the 2006 election. 

“And I haven’t decided if 
I’m going to run again at 
that point either. That’s 
two years away and I’m 
just crossing one bridge 
at a time right now.”

Ervin became trustee in 
1985; prior to that she was 
a stay-at-home mom. 

“[But] I was always fas-
cinated with education 
and it just seemed like a 

good way to become in-
volved,” she said, adding 
she’s been trustee of Wa-
terloo for the full 20 years, 
and has served Wilmot, 
Wellesley and Woolwich 
for the past nine. 

Since first being elected, 
Ervin has been president 
of the Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees Associa-
tion, served – and contin-

ues to serve – on provin-
cial boards, she helped 
introduce adult education 
into the system, and in 
the late 1990’s, she ap-
peared before two joint 
Senate and House of Com-
mons committees to pro-
tect Catholic education in 
Newfoundland and Que-
bec.  

“Those were really high 

moments for me, because 
not too many people got to 
appear before those com-
mittees. I was asked to be 
part of the team that was 
sent to Ottawa to speak 
on behalf of the Catholic 
community and the rest 
of Canada … to try to save 
Catholic education in 
those two provinces,” she 
said. 

ness of yuletide hunger, 
and to bring in donations 
for the food bank. 

“I just want to make 
sure that everybody has 
some food on their tables 
over the holiday season,” 
said Selby. 

The rules for his odyssey 
are simple: he can’t leave 
the buggy for anything 
more than a quick trip to 
the store’s washroom and 
no heaters are allowed 
– but he’ll have blankets 
and sleeping bags to keep 
warm. 

“I’ve got a bunch of blan-
kets in the buggy and I’ve 
got a bunch more coming. 
I don’t anticipate it [get-
ting too cold], but I’ve got 
enough blankets I think 
to last me through,” he 
said. He’ll also have a do-
nation container outside 

Selby a little buggy for cause
of the buggy, to receive 
money and food from gen-
erous patrons. Selby will 
also have a Webcam for 
interested spectators to 
check out his progress.

Through this effort – 
and donation containers 
at six Sobey’s stores in 
the K-W area – he is look-
ing to raise more than 
$20,000 for the food bank. 
Selby also noted that, for 
every dollar donated at 
the six locations, Sobey’s 
will contribute 25 cents. 
“It’s for people to really 
get out and get involved,” 
he said. 

“It’s very exciting for 
us at the Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region that Jeff 
would give us a shout and 
say he’d like to do some-
thing to help us raise 
money for the food bank,” 
said director Katharine 

Schmidt. She added that 
Selby got in touch with 
her two months ago with 
his buggy plan. “It’s one 
of the coldest times of the 
year, but also a time of 
year when there’s a great 
need out there. The food 
and the money that we re-
ceive goes out to individu-
als and families in need.”

Fundraising in such 
a manner is not new to 
Selby; in October 2003, 
he camped out in a van 
outside the Weber Street 
Swiss Chalet in Wa-
terloo. He raised more 
than $10,000 for cancer 
research, but even after 
this effort, he wanted to 
take things further. 

“Last year when I got out 
of the van, some buddies 
and I were talking and I 
thought ‘what could I do 
to make it even harder on 

myself.’ The buggy idea 
came up and I thought 
‘hey, that sounds pretty 
good,’” he explained.

Part of the food bank’s 
network, Woolwich 
Community Services in 
Elmira will also benefit 
from Selby’s efforts. The 
organization’s executive 
director said the event is 
Selby’s style.

“It didn’t surprise me 
because of some of the 
other campaigns [Jeff] 
has run in the past,” said 
Don Harloff. “This is 
right up his alley. [And] 
we’re thrilled that he’s 
doing this, particularly 
from the standpoint of 
raising awareness of the 
need for food and hunger 
in the community.”

Selby is expected to 
emerge from the buggy 
Dec. 10.

Continued from cover
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Eat Healthy!
Eat Omega 3 farm fresh poultry!

Roasting Chickens..............$2.29lb
Ducks..........................................$2.35lb
Geese..........................................$3.79lb

ASK FOR WHOLESALE PRICE.

Buy direct 
from the 
processor 
and Save.
Order Now!

ALSO: chicken necks, hearts, livers and gizzards.

GOVERNMENT INSPECTED • DRUG-FREE

COUNTRY POULTRY
698-9930 • 698-2213

  RETAIL PRICES
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NATURAL 
FACE LIFT

THE ACUPUNCTURE
FACE LIFT IS A HOLISTIC 

ALTERNATIVE TO:
• BOTOX Injections

• Collagen Injections
• Plastic Surgery

• Laser Peels
• Chemical Peels

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT?
• Fine and deep lines to be minimized

• Cheek bones to be more defined
• Eyelids to lift

• Forehead lines to minimize
• Jowls (depending on size) to reduce

For more information, or to
book a consultation, call
Naturopathic Doctor

RAZA SHAH at (519) 664-1050

Woolwich in 2003-2004, 
the latest go-round for 
the township council 
sworn in a year ago, is 

very much like Woolwich the year be-
fore. And the year before that. And  
the year …

In a nutshell, it’s been smooth sail-
ing for the most part for this council, 
made up of the same five members 
who governed in the previous three-

REPORTCARDS
year term. Few promises were made in 
last year’s election, and even fewer con-
tentious issues loomed on the horizon. 
The 2003 municipal election, of course, 
could hardly be called that, given that 
council was essentially acclaimed – May-
or Bill Strauss, Ward 2 Coun. Mark Bau-
man and Ward 2 Coun. Murray Martin 
literally so. Councillors Pat McLean and 
Ruby Weber, meanwhile, had almost no 
competition in Ward 1.

The purpose of these report cards is to 
shine a light on municipal politics … and 
local politicians. Although your township 
council has the most direct impact on your 
life – far more than other layers of gov-
ernment – most people focus on what’s 
happening at the federal and provincial 
level. Typical voter turnouts for municipal 
elections see two-thirds of eligible voters 
take a pass on the exercise.

In fact, surveys show most municipal 

residents are hard-pressed to name 
their ward councillor.

Accountability is at the heart of these 
reviews. Dedicated followers of local 
politics will have formed an opinion of 
council based on weekly coverage on 
these pages, but not everybody keeps 
his or her eye on the big picture. Given 
that we, as the media, attend meetings 
and have regular contact with municipal 
officials, both elected and staff, we try to 

capture our impressions in this annual 
feature.

 It is by no means a definitive or ex-
haustive investigation. Rather it is a 
place-marker for the current state of 
affairs with your council, an invitation 
for further involvement from the pub-
lic. As always, whether you agree or 
disagree with our assessments, your 
comments are always welcome on the 
opinion pages of the Observer. 

A YEAR IN REVIEW FOR 
WOOLWICH COUNCILLORS

James Brown, who passed through 
the area this week, may be the 

hardest working man in show busi-
ness, but he’s met his match on the po-
litical stage in the form of Bill Strauss. 
No critique of the Woolwich mayor is 
complete without noting the scores of 
meetings, functions and events he at-
tends: Strauss has never met an invita-
tion he didn’t like.

And, he actually seems to enjoy his 
busy slate – Strauss is rarely seen 
without a smile on his face as he scur-
ries from one appointment to the next.

That in itself is not enough, of course, 
to warrant a favourable report. To his 
credit, the mayor is very conscientious 
of his duties – he’s not simply putting 
in the time, unlike many politicians 
who try to give as little as possible 
while taking as much as they can.

Known as a conciliator, Strauss ap-
pears willing to hear all sides of a de-

Bill Strauss, Mayor
bate before taking a position on is-
sues. This sometimes leads to inde-
cision, as he stakes out the middle 
ground, sometimes squarely on the 
fence. Trying not to ruffle any feath-
ers, he is prone to be too accommo-
dating at times. That said, this par-
ticular trait, noted in past report 
cards, has been less noticeable in 
this new council term – Strauss has 
been more upfront about his opin-
ion on several of the issues brought 
to the table, a welcome change.

Some small differences have indeed 
improved the mayor’s leadership 
skills, but Woolwich still remains 
largely the political equivalent of white 
bread. Few major issues lie ahead, but 
those that do – the funding of new rec-
reation facilities is one – will require a 
firm hand on the controls.

In a nutshell: 
Take this job and … love it.

Grade: B

Mark Bauman, Ward 2

In his freshman term, Bauman 
proved to be the most involved 

member around the council table. 
Having been returned by acclama-
tion for another three years, he con-
tinues to hold that position.

Well prepared for each meeting, 
Bauman is consistently outspoken. 
On matters of the environment in 
particular, he often serves as coun-
cil’s conscience. He’s also typically 
the first to put a human face on is-
sues. And he is the councillor most 
likely to directly address residents 
attending council meetings, a com-
mon occurrence in the grassroots 
governance on display at the town-
ship – a marked contrast to the kind 
of alienation we’ve come to expect at 
other levels of government.

As we’ve noted in past report cards, 
Bauman appears to take his role very 
seriously, but without losing a sense 
of humour: dry, witty comments or 

groan-worthy puns are never in 
short supply.

The St. Jacobs resident’s hand is-
most widely seen in Woolwich’s im-
pressive array of trails: he is a long-
time booster of the system, both at 
the table and on the ground. Given 
the large amount of development 
now underway in the township, 
Bauman’s environmental concerns 
are always at the fore, but in a co-op-
erative rather than confrontational 
way; he’s always keen to stay on mes-
sage, and pushes for township gain 
– notably in parks and trails – with 
every request for new development 
projects.

Another hallmark of his consisten-
cy – straight ‘A’s – continues through 
this report card.

In a nutshell: 
Our environmental conscience.

Grade:  A
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OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

1386 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-3610

STONE CROCK

Specials December 6-11

(519) 664-3612 1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

Our beef is cut from Canada Grade AA. AAA

Restaurant & Catering 1396 King St., ST. JACOBS

Reservations recommended  (519) 664-3731  1430 King St., ST. JACOBS

Celebrate The Holidays In Style 
Cosy up to the glowing hearth and enjoy Benjamin’s

historic ambiance and contemporary cuisine
enhanced by friendly, professional service.

Benjamin’s • Stone Crock • Vidalia’s  • Catering • Bakery 
Meats & Cheese • Seminar & Banquet Rooms www.stjacobs.com

 Fancy Christmas Cookies

(Dark or light)
 Christmas Cake

Phone in your order &we’ll have it ready for pick-up!

Turkey Dinner TAKE OUT!

 Whole Roasted Turkey  Turkey Dressing
 Whipped Potato  Mashed Squash

 Honey Glazed Carrots
 Turkey Gravy  Cranberry Sauce
 Rolls and Butter  Fresh Baked Pie

Our complete dinner
for 6-14 people includes 

Pre-book by calling 
519-664-2286

48 hours notice please!

Bonus

Gift!
FREE Carving Knife to keep 
and use for years to come!

 Mincemeat Pies & Tarts

Restaurant & Inn

Limited Party Space 
Available, Call Today!

Make Reservations 
Now For New Years Eve!

IT’S HOLIDAY PARTY TIME!
Stone Crock looks forward to helping with your plans.

Stone Crock

Gift Certificates
For a limited time, receive a 

complimentary gift with the purchase 
of a $50 Gift Certificate!

Available for purchase in St. Jacobs
at any of the Stone Crock 

Group of Restaurants.

Extra Lean Ground Beef.........,....$3.59 lb.

Eye of Round Roasts...................$4.29 lb.

Butterfly Pork Chops..................$4.49 lb.

Polish Sausage

Deli Sliced
Smoked or Cooked Turkey Breast...$6.99 lb.

Havarti Cheese..........................$5.99 lb.

..........................$2.59 lb.

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD • WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD •WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD • WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD • WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD •WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD • WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COUNCILLORS REPORT CARD 

Murray Martin, Ward 3 Pat McLean, Ward 1

Typically the quietest voice around the table, 
Martin has been even more so since being 

acclaimed to a fourth term on council. He’ll still 
weighs in where he sees fit, but appears more 
content to let some of the others hash out the 
details.

That said, Martin has not changed his style: he 
is still the most pragmatic of Woolwich’s coun-
cillors, usually cutting straight to the point on 
issues he tackles. He sees no need to complicate 
matters unnecessarily, throwing out direct sug-
gestions; where such answers aren’t feasible, 
he’s ready to be convinced with the right argu-
ment.

Often more vocal after a council meeting than 
during, Martin seems more at home as a one-
on-one politician, rather than attempting to hog 
the limelight. He remains the councillor most 
likely to raise constituents’ concerns around 
the table, often pressing township staff for an-
swers on their behalf. And, having done so, he is 
not opposed to keep raising the issue until he is 
satisfied with the outcome – he appears to have 
a long memory.

However, Martin could stand to be more vocal 
in the council chambers: the reports from those 
meetings make up the bulk of what residents 
know about their government. It’s important 
that all of the voices on council be heard con-
sistently.

An ‘A’ student in past report cards, Martin’s 
toned down presence at meetings has earned 
him a slight step down this time out.

In a nutshell: 
The commonsense approach.

Grade: B

Just as McLean is the voice of detail at the 
table, her fellow Elmira councillor serves an 

important role: Weber is the sand in the vase-
line.

In fact, she is the foil to the rest of council, 
shrugging off notions of political correctness 
and speaking her mind. Sometimes appearing 
to think aloud – and shocking colleagues and the 
gallery alike – Weber prefers an unedited form 
of discussion. In a public setting, she doesn’t al-
ways let niceties get in the way of what she feels 
needs saying.

In politics of any kind, such candour is a dou-
ble-edged sword, however. In the past, we’ve 
both praised and criticized her off-the-cuff style 
– it’s refreshing, but also indicates an issue may 
not have been analyzed closely before a discus-
sion. But democracy is not always pretty.

Long active in the business community, par-
ticularly in the chamber of commerce, Weber is 
definitely the business sector’s largest booster 
at the council table. She naturally finds the 
positive in development proposals, and is the 
most critical of rising tax rates in the township. 
She is also most likely to go to bat in support of 
businesspeople who come before council, often 
at odds with her fellow councillors.

Since returning to council in the 2000 mu-
nicipal election, Weber has shown a steady im-
provement in our report cards, moving up from 
a ‘B-’ the last time we put council through this 
exercise.

In a nutshell:
Calls ‘em like she sees ‘em.

Grade: B

Ruby Weber, Ward 1

While Woolwich council is short on the big-
picture vision thing, it will never lack for 

up-close inspection as long as McLean has a seat 
at the table. The Elmira councillor is nothing if 
not a stickler for detail.

A veteran member of township government, 
she continues to be the most painstaking of the 
crew, asking the most questions and always 
looking for clarifications. Staff members are 
well advised to come equipped with answers 
on those subjects McLean tackles. Along with 
Bauman, she is the most outspoken of the coun-
cillors, never shying away from an issue. That 
includes controversial ones: she is always ready 
to take a position and defend it. Nor is she con-
cerned about making popular choices: she ap-
pears convinced that politicians are elected 
to make the difficult decisions, and that’s just 
what she’s going to do.

Both her attention to detail and willingness to 
stride into minefields – not always appreciated 
by her fellow councillors, who sometimes seem 
exasperated – are in evidence with her longtime 
work with the Crompton Public Advisory Com-
mittee. In a group flooded with minutiae where 
emotions can easily run rampant, she has 
proven to be an able chairperson, keeping the 
diverse bunch of participants on track month 
after month.

We have commented before on her by-the-book 
approach – again, sometimes putting her at 
odds with colleagues – but that may be picking 
nits: an effective council requires somebody 
constantly say, “yes, but …”

In a nutshell: 
God is in the details.

Grade: A
NEXT 

WEEK:
WELLESLEY 

COUNCIL
REPORT
CARDS
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Most people want to give ... By doing this drive, we give 
them that opportunity.

Kiwanis Club member David Huck explains many area 
residents are more than happy to contribute to the 
group’s door-to-door food-collection efforts.

» Spreading Christmas joy
Santa makes a visit to Elmira today, 
part of a busy slate of parades in the 
area. Nothing brings more joy to the 
faces of children than these annual 
events, all made possible through the 
support of community donations and 
hordes of volunteers.

» Assigning responsibility
With the system already appearing 
to be backing off the Koebel broth-
ers, they of Walkerton’s tainted wa-
ter scandal, Ontarians have to hope 
the court hands down the maximum 
two years to Stan Koebel, who was 
responsible for the water system.

» A family nightmare
Reports from a Toronto trial tell 
of the most chilling things: teens 
laughing and joking as they plan 
to murder the family of one of the 
group’s members. A 12-year-old boy 
was killed, his father badly wound-
ed. Three teens are on trial.

The ‘greatest’ Canadians never made list
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Sending Bush an
un-Canadian message

‘Tis ineed the 
season of giving

What with no hock-
ey and all, there 
ain’t usually no 

call to go watchin’ the 
CBC, but the wife’s been 
followin’ that “The Great-
est Canadian” show for 
the last little bit. I guess I 
ain’t surprised that them 
pinks at the CBC fixed so 
that a socialist won the 
damn thing.

Don’t get me wrong, a 
fella at my age has got 
plenty to be thankful 
about Tommy Douglas 
bringin’ us medicare 
here. But I don’t know 
that puts him at the top 
of the list. The wife was 
all for it, however, though 
I got the feelin’ she was 
pullin’ for Trudeau on ac-
count of how she knows it 
gets my goat. She figured 
I’d be wantin’ the Chief 
or maybe even Preston 
Manning, though neither 
of them was on the list.

I don’t know what’s 
got me more steamed: 
thinkin’ about all the tax 
money goin’ to the CBC or 
missin’ out on some real 
heavy hitters. Speakin’ of 
which, I can’t figure why 
the Great One was only 
number 10 on that list.

Anyways, like I was sa-
yin’ about the CBC, I fig-
ure they ain’t got nothin’ 
without hockey, but they 

is still spendin’ my mon-
ey on stuff ain’t nobody 
gonna watch outside of 
the news now and then. 
Hell’s bells, they ain’t 
even got the Wheel to 
keep the wife happy. Now, 
mind you, I’m talkin’ 
about the TV – I like the 
radio plenty fine, at least 
when they ain’t suckin’ 
up to the lefties and the 
separatists. 

BANKS RUNNING LOOSE 
WITH YOUR INFORMATION
If they ain’t rippin’ 

you off like a lot of loan 
sharks or makin’ you pay 
to use your own money, 
it looks like the banks is 
playin’ fast and loose with 
your information. I seen 
how some fella runnin’ a 
scrapyard down in West 
Virginia has been gettin’ 
faxes from the CIBC for 
years now – them faxes 
was meant for bank use, 
but they has been sendin’ 
‘em willy-nilly down to 
this chap. And they ain’t 
stopped though he’s been 
tellin’ ‘em of it for ages.

It’s bad enough the way 
them bank types grill you 
for all kinds of useless 

information, treatin’ you 
like you is a crook so they 
can steal you blind, but 
there ain’t no call to be 
sharin’ that with no one. 

I also seen that the bank 
stepped in it again, with 
one of them machines 
passin’ out Canadian Tire 
money instead of the real 
thing.

I ain’t no fan of all them 
commissioners for this 
and that the govern-
ment is forever inventin’ 
– lookin’ for new ways to 
waste my money by put-
tin’ hacks on the payroll 
– but I sure hope one of 
them watchdogs can put 
the bite on the bank for 
messin’ the bed.

THANKLESS CANADIANS 
GOT NO RESPECT FOR W
It ain’t no surprise, with 

dumbasses here mouthin’ 
off and the pantywaists 
we got in government, 
that President Bush ain’t 
made a trip here before. 
It’s nothin’ short of dis-
respectful that the fella 
who’s keepin’ us all safe 
from them crazy terror-
ists is treated so bad – we 
ought to be givin’ him no 

end of thanks that he’s 
doin’ the job politicians 
here ain’t got the manlies 
for.

Don’t them lazy SOBs 
out in the streets know 
they only got the freedom 
to do that because our de-
mocracy is protected by 
the U.S.? If they want to 
be protestin’, they ought 
to make a fuss that Can-
ada used to have a well-
equipped army of its own; 
now we gotta depend on 
the Yanks to do the dirty 
work for us. You’d think 
that with all the evildoers 
in the world, the no-good 
politicians we got here 
would realize we need to 
be takin’ care of business, 
helpin’ the Americans to 
put an end to them lowlife 
types – once they’ve been 
cleaned out, we can all 
rest a lot easier.

Instead, all we got is a 
bunch of crybabies and 
leftists worryin’ about the 
scum, instead of lookin’ 
after decent folks here. 
Doin’ what’s right for 
proper people is their job. 
We need folks here to take 
matters into their own 
hands if the government 
ain’t gonna do what’s 
right – just like them folks 
over in the Ukraine, who’s 
stomached enough crooks 
to last a lifetime.

Many Canadians will have watched this 
week’s visit by U.S. President George W. 
Bush with mixed emotions: clearly most of 
us are opposed to his policies, but greeting 

him with protests somehow seemed un-neighbourly, 
un-Canadian even.

Adding to the mishmash was the U.S. media’s take 
on Bush’s reception: there was a great deal of dis-
cussion about anti-Americanism and the divide be-
tween the “us” and “them.” Poor Canada, almost 
always ignored south of the border, found itself get-
ting negative press … and we didn’t like it much. We 
then started worrying about the larger implications, 
such as will the protests sour relations between our 
countries, which share a long border and billions in 
trade.

The problem, in large part, stems from a certain 
disconnect in the States whereby residents there 
constantly interrupt criticism of the Bush admin-
istration as anti-Americanism. That sentiment ap-
plies not just to Canadians, but to the entire planet, 
most of which is at odds with Bush policies. We have 
worse, of course, because of our proximity – with 
their isolationist worldview, Americans can’t fathom 
why we don’t follow their lead. The truth is, despite 
our many similarities, we do have some important 
differences when it comes to priorities and values. 
We admire the glitter that is the U.S., but want no 
part of the dark side of that culture: the poverty, the 
crumbling cities, the masses without health-care in-
surance, the violence and a host of other ills.

There is much to admire, to be sure, but we need to 
chart our own course. To do otherwise might mean 
we drift with the current toward an American-style 
way of life. For many of us, that is simply unaccept-
able, prompting some to take to the streets of Ottawa 
and Halifax, even if it means being un-Canadian for a 
while in the name of a higher cause. 

It’s certainly beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
and, judging from the response to local fundrais-
ing efforts, it seems Woolwich residents are getting 

into the spirit of the season.
For many of us, Christmas is a collection of child-

hood memories augmented with idyllic pictures of 
Victorian scenes or images straight out of a Norman 
Rockwell painting. Or perhaps the vision runs to the 
mood evoked by such classics as It’s a Wonderful Life, 
Miracle on 34th Street or Holiday Inn. 

For those so blessed, Christmas was and is a carefree 
time. 

This is not the case for everyone in our community. 
For some, the season means extra hardship as an al-
ready bare cupboard suddenly seems particularly 
barren. Then there’s the stress of dealing with the dis-
appointed looks in their children’s eyes.

This harsh reality does not jibe with our sense of 
what Christmas should be. Fortunately, it’s relatively 
easy to do something to change reality in our little 
corner of the world. While response to local drives 
has been good, it’s not too late to make a difference 
by dropping off a toy or an article of clothing at Wool-
wich Community Services, making a contribution 
to the food bank or sponsoring a child on an Angel 
Tree.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What do you think of protesters 
rolling out the ‘unwelcome mat’

for the U.S. President?”
Nick
Prociw

“I’m actually 
quite happy... 
he’s going to 
hurt the US 
economy which 
hurts Canada’s 
economy.”

Aden
Shantz

“I think they 
should have 
welcomed him.”

Marc
Schulze

“I don’t really 
care about poli-
tics. “

Andrew
Glutek

“With the threat 
from Osama, it 
would be just 
as well not hav-
ing Bush here 
because of a 
possible terror-
ist attack”
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Nonsense in the streets of Ottawa as Dubya comes to call

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WOOLWICH OBSERVER

ELMIRA INDEPENDENT

67%

24%

READERSHIPTHE 
NUMBERS 
ARE IN.

ComBase is an independent, third-party organization founded to measure 
the readership numbers in more than 400 markets nationwide.

OFFICIAL 
NUMBERS OF:

The COMBASE market study of Woolwich and Welles-
ley Townships found that the Observer enjoys a 67%  
(15,500 readers) readership, whereas the Elmira In-
dependent has 24% (5,500 readers) .

IF THE RECENT RASH OF BREAK-INS ARE ANY INDICATION, IT WOULD APPEAR
SOME PEOPLE ARE STARTING THEIR CHRISTMAS “SHOPPING” A LITTLE EARLY ...

Woolwich councilor 
surprises constituent 
with a phone call

▼ See FAITH page 10

To the Editor,
As a young child, I was 

taught to always “give 
credit where credit is 
due.” That is the intent of 
this letter.

Last week I wrote a let-
ter to the editor (Observ-
er, Nov. 27/04) challeng-
ing Woolwich council to 
respond to the following 
query: Who do you think 
gave you the right to im-
plement temporary sur-
charges such as our “tem-
porary water surcharge” 
soon to become “tempo-
rary sewer taxes?”

I did not expect a re-
sponse.

Much to my surprise, 
I received a phone call 
from Coun. Mark Bau-
man. We talked on the 

phone for about 20 min-
utes and resolved our 
differences, or at least 
agreed to disagree. 

In the end we both 
agreed that people need 
to be educated about 
local issues, that the 
electorate needs to be 
involved in the final de-
cision making, that tem-
porary taxes are indeed 
that: temporary. As well, 
townships, cities and re-
gional government need 
to live within their bud-
gets. They should not be 
allowed to spend money 
that they do not have. 

I have to applaud Mark 
Bauman. He was very 
honest and forthright. 
He did not appear to be-
long to that so-called elite 
group of politicians who 
say one thing and do the 
other in order to get elect-

OTTAWA—I think it was 
the dogs who did it.

It is now Tuesday af-
ternoon in the nation’s 
capital, time for the much-
expected George Bush 
Memorial Riot. Both sides 
have arrived, just as ex-
pected, rather like two bas-
ketball teams who know 
they must appear at an ap-
pointed time, since the TV 
cameras are waiting.

This at the very apex of 
our dear city, in front of 
the wide promenade be-
tween the Chateau Lau-
rier and the old Union 
Station, the National 
Arts Centre just off to the 
left, the War Memorial 
right there, the Prime 
Minister’s bunker in the 
Langevin Block just up 
the street, Parliament 
Hill’s magnificent tower 
overlooking all this.

Up Wellington Street in 
front of the wonderful pile 
of Chateau stone comes 
a startling, frightening 

sight, something that 
looks like a TV shot out of 
Berlin or Moscow. In lock-
step, a mass of black-clad 
men with massive plastic 
shields, visors protecting 
their faces, march to face 
their foes over four-foot-
high street barriers.

All ready for them are 
the suspects, the jeans-
clad protesters who have 
come in buses from as far 
away as Winnipeg: those 
who don’t appreciate the 
American dominance of 
the world. A large white 
truck advertises: George 
Bush is a War Criminal.

The two basketball 
teams face each other, 
inches from one another 
– daring who is going to 
make the first move. The 
police/security is bril-
liantly planned. Fifty 
yards behind the Mos-
cow-looking black squad 
is another line of several 
hundred uniformed men. 
Even further behind, 

lower in Wellington be-
side the Westin Hotel, 
are even more hundreds. 
These guys have got re-
sources. One suspects the 
White House has been 
giving suggestions.

Every so often, one or so 
brave jeans-lad tries for 
a Victoria Cross and is 
dragged off on the scruff 
of his buff. While the TV 
cameras roll – and sharp-
shooters patrol the roof of 
the Union Station and the 
helicopters whirl above 
us – the hours stretch.

Among the innocents, 
trapped behind the five-
foot steel barriers, at-
tempting to check into 
the Chateau Laurier, is 
Henry Champ of down-
town Manitoba, CBC’s 
Washington correspon-

dent. Also Senator Jerry 
Grafstein, leader of the 
post Sept. 11 “Canadians-
love-Americans” tribute 
in New York. Also Peter 
Lougheed, long-time Al-
berta premier and fan of 
America.

After two hours of this 
riveting nonsense, the 
frightened young cops 
wearing gas masks refus-
ing to respect my press 
pass, this scribbler vault-
ed the barrier that shield-
ed us from the Chateau 
front door, some 20 yards 
away, and attempted to 
instruct the constabulary 
of what Henry Champ 
would be reporting to his 
TV audience of the idiocy 
of the Dubya Memorial 
Riot.

Then came the sound of 

the dogs. The third line 
of the coppers had Ger-
man shepherds. It is now 
5:15, darkness settling in. 
The sound of the dogs, we 
sort of sense, settled the 
stand-off. The protesters 
didn’t like that sound.
AND ANOTHER 

THING: One day, Pierre 
Berton as a hot-shot kid 
out of the University of 
B.C. was sitting with his 
lanky feet up at his desk 
at the Vancouver News-
Herald, the town’s only 
then-morning paper.

In walked Clayton Bos-
ton (Slim) Delbridge, 
newly appointed publish-
er who, having made his 
fortune in the stock mar-
ket, knew nothing about 
newspapers. Slim, who 
was once my father-in-
law, demanded to know 
of the city editor why this 
large lout had his feet on 
the table.

Berton, not lowering his 
feet, replied: “I’m reading 

the comics.” Slim said, 
“Fire him.” Berton picked 
up his jacket and walked 
out. Slim then looked at 
the paper he had never 
read and found on the 
front page three sensa-
tional stories. 

“Who wrote those?” he 
asked. The guy you just 
fired, he was told. A copy 
boy raced two blocks 
down the street and re-
trieved him. At 21, he was 
the youngest city editor 
ever in Canada.

I cannot stand men who 
name their kids after 
their self – what chance 
did Frank Sinatra Jr. ever 
have of making some-
thing of himself? So my 
buddy Pierre, who was ac-
tually shy, named his kids 
Penny, Pamela, Patricia, 
Peter, Paul, Peggy, Perri. 
Is that ego or what?

You can’t be a writer if 
you don’t have an ego. 
That’s why you are a 
writer.
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Fifteen years after the Montreal Massacre, what’s a guy to do?
Monday, Dec. 6 

will mark the fif-
teenth anniversa-

ry of the murders of Gen-
evieve Bergeron, Helene 
Colgan, Nathalie Crote-
au, Barbara Daigneault, 
Anne-Marie Edward, 
Maud Haviernick, Bar-
bara Marie Klueznick, 
Maryse Laganiere, 
Maryse Leclair, Anne-
Marie Lemay, Sonia Pel-
letier, Michele Richard, 
Annie St-Arneault, and 
Annie Turcotte. 

The killings at L’Ecole 
Polytechnique were not 
isolated incidents. They 
were part of a continuum 
of violence against wom-
en that includes at least 
one Canadian woman per 
week being murdered by 
a partner or ex-partner. 
They differed only in 
their magnitude and in 
the fact that the perpe-
trator was up front in his 
motives: he separated the 
women from the men and 
killed as many feminists 
(which he defined in part 
as women aspiring to be 
engineers) as he could. 

His suicide note con-
tained the names of 
prominent women whom 
he had hoped to also as-
sassinate. He may well 
have been mentally ill, 
but he definitely knew 
what he was doing.

Just as my parents’ gen-
eration can remember 

exactly what they were 
doing when JFK was 
shot and just as others 
have vivid recollections 
of when they heard about 
the attacks on the World 
Trade Centre, I remem-
ber the day of the kill-
ings very vividly. It was 
clearly a defining mo-
ment for my generation. 

I had just returned 
from Winnipeg where 
I had helped elect Au-
drey McLaughlin as the 
first woman to lead a na-
tional political party in 
Canada. It was a heady 
time for those of us who 
believe in and want to 
work toward women’s 
equality. We really be-
lieved at the time that 
a major stride had been 
taken toward achieving 
the feminist goal of elect-
ing a woman as prime 
minister.

As the horrifying news 
of the killings began to 
filter in, I had to wonder 
whether the two events 
were related. I heard 
that the killer had tar-
getted women and that 
he had screamed his 
hatred of feminists. To 
me, he seemed to be say-
ing, “Not so fast. If you 
get out of line, you’ll be 
killed (or raped or beat-
en).”

It was a sobering dose 
of reality.

Given that reality, and 

the reality that violence 
continues to be a reality 
for far too many women, 
what can I, as a pro-femi-
nist man, do on Dec. 6 – 
and every other day – to 
combat the problem? 

First of all, I’m deter-
mined that I will respect 
the right of women to 
mourn privately and 
to organize their own 
actions against male 
violence. Moreover, any 
action that I and other 
men take does not deny 
women the leadership 
role on this issue that 
is rightly theirs. Thus, 
while I will wear a white 
ribbon and a button this 
week, I can’t accept that 
men wearing ribbons 
– however laudable their 
objectives – should be 
the focus of any memori-
al. My role is to support 
the work that women 
having been doing for 
decades in the struggle 
against male violence, 
not to steal the spotlight 
from them.

In addition to wear-
ing ribbons, supportive 
men can reject sexist 
language and behaviour 
where we live and work 
– even if that leads to a 

backlash from their peer 
group. 

We can examine and re-
assess our own assump-
tions. We can reject sex-
ist stereotypes in the me-
dia and popular culture. 
We can watch for signs 
of violence or harass-
ment and challenge the 
perpetrators to stop.

We can use the power 
that we still dispropor-
tionately enjoy in busi-
ness, government and 
broader society to ensure 
adequate funding for 
anti-violence programs, 
shelters and second stage 

housing. We can make 
donations to help our lo-
cal shelter and rape cri-
sis centre. 

And, most importantly, 
we can simply shut up 
and listen to women for 
a change. The last thing 
the anti-violence move-
ment needs is to be “res-
cued” by men, trying to 
be “supportive.” Offer to 
help, but let women de-
fine how and when that 
help might be needed.

In Waterloo Region, 
the December 6 Coali-
tion (which includes the 
YWCA, Women’s Crisis 
Services, the CAW Wom-
en’s Committee, Mary’s 
Place and the K-W Sex-
ual Assault Centre and 
others) has organized 
a remembrance gather-

ing at the Victoria Park 
Pavilion in Kitchener, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday. 

The Bluevale Chamber 
Choir, under the direc-
tion of Nancy Kidd, will 
perform several songs. 
Teacher and musician 
Nan Thompson will 
perform “Stolen Tomor-
rows,” a song that she 
wrote especially for 
these gatherings. 

Marcia Smellie is the 
speaker. She will focus 
on what has changed 
in 15 years. Marcia is a 
teacher at KCI and presi-
dent of the Congress of 
Black Women of Canada, 
Waterloo Region. She is 
also a founding member 
of the December 6 Coali-
tion. 
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Experience the 
Selection! 
Enjoy the Savings!
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ed. He has restored my 
faith in local politicians. 
Hopefully we will elect 
more people like him and 

our local concerns will 
be addressed. 

I wonder how long it 
will take before our lo-
cal cities and regional 
government respond in a 
similar manner? 

I wonder if they will call 

me concerning the new 
“temporary road and 
road maintenace tax” or 
the use of pesticides? Ab-
solutely not, they are too 
smug! 

Tom Loft
Conestogo

Continued from page 9

Faith restored in local 
politicians ... for now

Bob ain’t been to 
Calgary recently, eh?

To the Editor,
In response to “Uncle 

Bob’s” commentary last 
week (Observer, Nov. 
27/04) about the problems 
the Americans have: 
why, Bob, do you think 

we don’t have “so many 
unfortunate types” here? 
Is it because we lock them 
up? “Or better, if you get 
my drift?” 

Please share your wis-
dom with us on this. 

As for your comments on 
Alberta, if riffraff means 
immigrants, it seems ya 

ain’t been to Calgary in 
quite some time, Bob. 

I enjoy your column, 
Uncle Bob – it gets me 
all riled up and makes 
me appreciate Scott Piat-
kowski’s opinions all that 
much more.

Reiner Mielke
Waterloo
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Cherrey named OMCA chair New directors at help of regional organization Chamber heads back to school
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Too many cooks ... may indeed spoil the fund

Resurfice charged up by acquistion

Are five (or more) 
minds better than 
one? Or do too 

many cooks spoil the 
broth?

That’s the question you 
need to ask when you’re 
considering whether to 
invest in a multi-man-
ager mutual fund, which 
some companies seem to 
think is one of the great-
est ideas to come along in 
years. Some fund compa-
nies will employ as many 
as 10 individuals actively 
involved in the stock-se-
lection process.

In contrast to this, most 
mutual funds have one 
lead manager who brings 
his or her distinctive ap-
proach to the securities 
selection process. In the 
case of team-managed 

funds, all the members 
usually share a similar 
investment philosophy. 

However, in multi-man-
ager funds the managers 
are deliberately chosen 
in such a way that each 
brings a different style to 
the table. The fund is then 
carved into small chunks 
and each manager is re-
sponsible for his/her own 
segment.

This can be good or 
bad, depending on how 
you look at it. The posi-
tive spin is that the 
multi-manager approach 
combines the top picks 
from some of the world’s 
leading money manag-
ers with style diversifica-
tion and specific areas of 
expertise. The negative 
view is that the end re-

sult is a patchwork port-
folio that lacks any clear 
direction or investment 
philosophy. 

Results so far are mixed, 
so it is impossible to 
drawn broad conclusions 
as to the effectiveness 
of the multi-manager 
approach. Some funds-
gained more than 58% 
in 1999, drawing a lot of 
attention and investor 
dollars. But in the slump 
of 2000-02, they looked 

terrible and soured 
both investors and advi-
sors. The average losses 
in 2000 were 24.4%; in 
2001 it was 11.7%, and in 
2003 it was 25%. Clearly, 
the multi-manager ap-
proach offered no defence 
against big losses in poor 
markets. The funds have 
looked better recently, 
with a one-year advance 
of almost 28% to Septem-
ber 2004, above average 
for the Global Equity cat-

egory. However, the lack 
of consistency is a real 
concern and raises seri-
ous questions about the 
viability of this approach 
over time. 

My personal preference 
is for funds that have 
a single manager (or a 
small team) who display 
a clearly-defined ap-
proach to their securities 
selection. Management 
style is yet another facet 
of diversification and one 
worth serious consider-
ation. 

There’s an old adage that 
states, ‘the most simple 
solution is also the most 
correct’ or something 
to that effect (I can hear 
the academics groaning 
at this point), but if you 
have 5-10 high profile 

multi-millionaires try-
ing to agree on a com-
mon strategy – good luck! 
I’m sure the autonomy of 
each manager must be 
maintained for egotist 
reasons, so how can they 
have a coordinated effort 
on their security selec-
tion?

That being said, these 
managers are the best 
in their profession, han-
dling billions of dollars 
– of course they’ll have 
massive egos. Like Ricky 
Henderson said when 
asked, ‘what makes you 
such a successful base 
stealer?’ He replied, “You 
have to be fast, and you 
have to be arrogant.” 

It’s no surprise that ar-
rogance would be an is-
sue with so many cooks.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira-based Re-
surfice is looking 
to get a charge 
out its latest ac-

quisition: a German busi-
ness specializing in bat-
tery-operated ice resur-
facers. Now, owners plan 
to bring this technology 
home to Canada, hoping 
to put the competition on 
ice.

Resurfice purchased Os-
nabrück-based Ice Bear 
in June for an undis-
closed amount. The move 
accomplished two things: 
it absorbed a European 
competitor and brought 
technology that would 
open up markets inter-
nationally, said company 
president Andy Schlupp.  

“They were a competitor 
of ours in Scandinavia 
and Germany.  And they 
had a battery machine su-
perior to any other ones 
that were out there.” 

He explained that he 
purchased Ice Bear after 

Elmira company gets battery-powered technology in purchase of German competitor
owner Heinrich Schliehe 
decided he didn’t want 
to run the company 
anymore. “[So] rather 
than have it fall into our 
competition’s hands, I 
thought it better to be in 
our hands.”

The new battery-oper-
ated machine has one big 
advantage over previous 
models: no emissions, 
said Schlupp. He added 
that the Ice Bear resur-
facer can do 30 floods 
– equivalent to about 10 
hockey games – before 
needing a recharge. 

Because the technology 
is still new, the price is 
quite high; for instance, 
the resurfacer currently 
in use at the Elmira Are-
na cost approximately 
$80,000; for a battery-op-
erated model, the sticker 
price would be $160,000, 
said Schlupp. 

Despite the price, he ex-
pects the new resurfacers 
to open up opportunities 
for his company. 

“It gives us another mar-
ket to be developed. We’re 

presently into pretty well 
every country in the 
world, but not in a real big 
way in some of the areas 
because of the fact that 
we never had a battery 
machine before. We had 
one, but it was never ful-
ly developed and this one 
here is fully developed,” 
he said, referring to the 
Olympia Cellect – which 
will be phased out. “Basi-
cally [the Ice Bear] model 
is its replacement.”

The plan now is to com-
bine Ice Bear technology 
with Resurfice’s current 
machines.

“We’ll be integrating 
their technology into our 
model,” said Schlupp, 
adding that this process 
could take anywhere be-
tween one and 10 years 
before it is completed. 

To keep up with the com-
petition, Schlupp said the 
company has to be inno-
vative.

“We’re always devel-
oping,” he said, adding 
that they are working on 
a laser system for keep-
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ing the ice flat. “We have 
a couple of those [ma-
chines] out now, but not 
in production. We have 
some prototypes.”

A privately owned firm, 
Elmira’s Resurfice has 

been run by the Schlupp 
family for 25 years. The 
company sells Olympia 
ice resurfacers from 12 
countries to locations all 
over the world.  

“We’ve got them in some 

of the strangest places 
that you’ve ever thought 
of,” said Schlupp, noting 
that they have a resurfac-
er in Ecuador. “A gentle-
man [has a rink] for his 
kids to skate in,” he said.

KYLE REA

Meeting Nov. 26, members of the Ontario Motor Coach Association 
elected Allan Cherrey of Drayton-based Cherrey Bus Lines as their chair. 
A previous vice-chair and secretary treasurer, Cherrey has been on the 
board of directors since 1987.

Canada’s Technology Triangle (CTT) Inc. announced two new board 
members this week. Jamie Martin was elected president/chair, while Jo-
erg Stieber becomes vice-chair. Martin is a partner in the law firm Miller 
Thomson LLP, while Stieber is president of Ontario Drive and Gear Ltd.

Economic development and skills training are at the heart of an agree-
ment reached this week between the Ontario Chamber of Commerce and 
the province’s colleges. The OCC and Ontario’s 24 colleges of applied arts 
and technology will work together to address changing economic needs.

THE DEALS ON ICE  The recent acquisition of a German competitor will add to the product line offered by 
Andy Schlupp’s Elmira-based Resurfice, a producer of ice resurfacers.
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Peewee girls host first tournament Wild weekend for Woolwich Peewees Kings shut out from behind the bench
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a crucial two-points 
that turned into easy pick-
ings for the Elmira Sugar 
Kings last Sunday (Nov. 28), 

when they downed the last-place 
Orangeville Thunder 5-3. The 
win keeps Elmira among the 
league leaders; only five points 
separate the top five teams.

With 33 points the Kings hold 
fifth place in the Midwestern 
Junior B league. Kitchener leads 
the way with 38 points, tailed by 
Owen Sound (35 points), Listow-

Kings steal   
Thunder in 
easy win

Elmira Sugar Kings down Orangeville 5-3
el (34 points) and Waterloo (34 
points).

Twenty-six games into the sea-
son, Orangeville holds a meagre 
five points with their 2-23-1 re-
cord and last place in the stand-
ings.

“The kids are upbeat. They 
have to remember it’s the prod-
uct at the end of the road that 
we really care about,” Thunder 
coach Jay Anderson told the Ob-
server after the game. He took 
over coaching duties two weeks 
ago and is still working to bring 
change in their approach to the 
game, he explained.

“We’re working on systems 
and we’re reintroducing things, 
so we’re kind of behind the game 
as far as they’ve missed the first 
month-and-a-half. It’s getting 
them to believe in a system, to 
buy into to. 

“They’re starting to in little 
bits and pieces, with big gaps in 
between.”

At the Elmira barn those gaps 
were plentiful. The Kings domi-
nated puck control throughout 
the match-up, testing netmind-

er Aaron Ferguson 41 times. 
Comparatively, the Thunder 
marked only a handful of at-
tempts each frame, totaling 19 
in the game.

“It was one of those games 
▼ See KINGS page 19

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fresh new faces will 
dominate the EDSS 
Senior boys’ basket-

ball lineup this year as 
the team enters a rebuild-
ing season. The emphasis 
will be on learning and 
fun rather than wins and 
losses, says the team’s 

Court is back in session at EDSS
Plenty of  new faces on EDSS Senior boys squad signals rebuilding year

coach.  
 “It’s early in the game. 

We’re testing out our 
players and what posi-
tions they’ll play. But so 
far it’s pretty favourable. 
There’s a lot of energy 
and excitement among 
the players,” said coach 
Randy Dyck. “And we’re 
certainly looking for-
ward to the upcoming 

season.”
The Lancers Senior 

boys’ squad – formed just 
two weeks ago – is still 
getting accustomed to 
court action.  An exhi-
bition game against St. 
John’s-Kilmarnock at 
EDSS Monday (Nov.29) 
was only the fourth time 
the squad has played to-
gether on the court. The 

Lancers emerged victori-
ous with a 49-42 win in 
that match-up. 

A total of 13 players – 
out of 17 who tried out in 
the middle of November 
– constitute this year’s 
squad, only four of whom 
are back from last year. 

“[But] a number have 
come up from Junior 
and a couple of players  

who have some Junior 
[basketball] experience 
and are coming back to 
give Senior a run,” added 
Dyck. 

One player, new to the 
Senior squad, but an old-
salt when it comes to bas-
ketball is 16-year-old Joel 
Potwarka. Last year, he 
was captain of the Junior 
basketball squad. 

 “I think we’ll do alright. 
We might get a couple of 
wins. [But] we probably 
won’t make the playoffs 
… a lot of the K-W schools 
out there have a really 
strong teams,” he said. 
“Our goal is to get better 
as a team, and to enter 
tournaments and try to 
shake things up. [So far] 

▼ See LANCERS page 13

The Woolwich minor girls’ hockey association will hold their first annual 
Peewee girls’ houseleague tournament at the Elmira Arena today. Two 
local teams will be joined by six visiting squads, including girls from Lon-
don and Barrie. The championship game will take place at 7:30 p.m.

The Woolwich girls’ minor hockey select Peewee team was in action 
Nov.26-28 as part of the Kitchener Fall Fest tournament. In this, their first 
Peewee tournament, the Wild girls went 2-2, losing their first two games, 
but took back-to-back shut-out victories over Cobourg, 5-0 and 1-0. 

DUNN DENIED  Orangeville goalie Aaron Ferguson put a stop to Elmira captain Ken Dunn’s stuff attempt, but gave up five goals 
to mark a loss at Elmira Arena last Sunday (Nov. 28). The Kings won 5-3.

Coaching staff for next month’s Mid-Western Jr. B All-Star game was 
announced this week: noticeably absent was anyone from the fifth-place 
Sugar Kings. Coaches from the top four squads were named. Player an-
nouncements will follow. 

KYLE REA
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Out on the prowl again, this PALs for life

O N L Y A T Y O U R N E I G H B O U R H O O D C H R Y S L E R , J E E P ® , D O D G E R E T A I L E R

Service offer and pricing applicable only at participating DaimlerChrysler retailers. Maintenance Service includes up to 5 litres of Mopar Oil. Some exclusions apply. †Additional charges may be applied for diesel, V10s, HEMI® V8s, fluid disposal, semisynthetic and 
synthetic oils. Price does not include taxes. Retailer may sell for less. Offer expires December 31, 2004. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under licence by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. See your participating DaimlerChrysler retailer for complete details. 

Convenient. Affordable.

There’s no better way to take care of your vehicle...
we’ll prove it.

$3995

Fall
Maintenance Service

� Lube, Oil and Filter Change
� Top-up of Washer Fluid
� Tire Rotation

� Peace of Mind Inspection
� Provide Written Report 

on Findings

�

�

�

�

�

†

See your retailer for tire availability.
*Must be dealer installed and excludes tires sizes 

18 inches and over. Balancing and installation extra.

Buy 3 Tires*
Get 4th Tire

FREE!

Prepared by SGL Studio for BBDO Canada

185 K 1 Colour Black

Prep SignoffAccount SignoffProduction SignoffCreative Signoff

PUBLICATION LIST: ONTARIO - B&W TAB WEEKLIES

Client: DaimlerChrysler

Creative Name: Winter Service

Main Docket #: SDS COR P4 2806
(Studio use only)

Ad Number: DCC AMB P4 2807A

Date: Sept 15, 2004
Filename: P4 2807A
Trim Size: 10.25" x 2.857"
Operator: DS

Correction:

Prep: RJ

PDF:

.SEA:

Preflight:

Environmental
handling charges
may apply.

x
x
x

�������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������� �������������������

FOR A HAPPIER,
HEALTHIER YOU.

Our services are covered by
most health insurance plans.

Woolwich Community’s
complementary Health Care Facility!

• Massage therapy; Reflexology; Shiatsu
• Nutritional Analysis; Botanicals &
Supplementation • Acupuncture
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Correction
On page 18 of last week’s issue, the ringette player in the right-hand pho-

to caption incorrectly identified the player. It should have read: Meghan 
O’Hara. The Observer regrets the error. 

it’s great. It’s good competition.”
Competing against larger schools is a 

problem recognized by Dyck as well. 
“We are still a small school, population-

wise, and we [play] against the likes of 
big city teams, many of whom have club 
players … so as far as wins and losses 
[go], we don’t concentrate on that so 
much, but on our abilities and skill sets 
– and always improving each and every 
game.”

The Senior boys had a chance to test 
out their skills when they headed to 
Stratford last weekend (Nov.19-20). “We 
put [all] the players out [on the court] 
… it’s basically a tournament in which 
everybody gets court-time experience. 
We let them try out different positions to 
see what they like best,” said Dyck, who 
added that Lancers lost all three of their 
games. “It was all about learning … the 
players learning from game situations 
and strategies that we have to employ.”

The EDSS Senior Lancer boys will have 
a chance to test their mettle in their first 
regular season match-up against Dec. 7. 

Lancer boys face rebuilding year

KYLE REA

Continued from page 12

I guess you’ve heard. 
That’s right; recently, 
my life has become far 

more exciting. Yes, I’m on 
the prowl again.

I chalk it all up to a 
midlife crisis. But may-
be, it was more than 
that. Whatever the case, 
after several good years 
together, we had grown 
distant. Oh, it was noth-
ing insidious, we just sort 
of fell out of love – we had 
two different visions of 
the world, I guess. POL, 
my firearm Possession 
Only Licence, was quite 
content to grow old with 
the same old firearms 
we always had. Not me; 
I wanted some of the old 

excitement back. That’s 
why I left POL for her 
sister: a younger, more 
adventurous Possession 
and Acquisition Licence, 
who people call PAL. 

And what a PAL she’s 
been so far. I’ll tell you, 
she can do things my 
POL never could.

While I was with my 
POL, for instance, I’d 
just walk into the sport-
ing goods shop and ig-
nore the gun rack, even 
though that’s all I could 
think about. I mean, why 
look at forbidden fruit? 
My POL wouldn’t allow 
it. In fact, she’d strictly 
forbid adding another 
gun to our happy family. 

But she forgot that a man 
has needs.

Even so, while in the 
relationship, I respected 
that. I tried to make it 
work. Besides, I didn’t 
think it was right to lead 
some beautiful, sleek, le-
ver-action down the gar-
den path. I’m not one of 
those guys with roaming 
hands, who’ll just look 
down the breech, size up 
the butt and then walk 
away like nothing ever 
happened. No sir, I’m a 

gentleman.
Now, it’s different 

though. My PAL and I 
have a more “open” re-
lationship. She actually 
encourages me to look. 
It’s wild, I tell you! I 
haven’t even bought an-
other rifle or shotgun 
yet, but boy, life sure is 
sweeter when you know 
the possibility is there. 
Suddenly, you take care 
of yourself and dress bet-
ter, knowing that first im-
pressions are best. It was 

well worth the $65 that 
the government charged 
to allow PAL and I to be 
together legally.

Suddenly, I’m surfing 
the Internet and book-
marking those previ-
ously forbidden sites: 
Guns USA, Elwoods 
Epps Gun room, Rem-
ington, Winchester, Sav-
age and Browning, even 
Wholesale Sports. I’m 
not ashamed to say that 
I’m looking for some hot 
pump action – you’d be 
surprised how many of 
us are. But I don’t let it 
get out of hand – 16 hours 
a day at most.

Now, I don’t just allow 
my eyes to glaze over 
when I see an ad describ-
ing a “single used gun, 
crazy about waterfowl-
ing and turkey hunting 
looking for that special 
someone to pull her trig-
ger.” Heck, I’ll seriously 
consider the relation-
ship. I might even call if 
she’s my type. My PAL 

doesn’t mind. She trusts 
me.

When I go into gun 
rooms these days, I’ll 
have a good look at the 
rack. I might even flirt 
a bit if I like what I see. 
Sometimes it works out 
too. I just spent a week 
in deer camp with this 
sweet little .44 Rem mag. 
Talk about a great time. I 
think we might even get 
together again soon.

And friends of mine are 
starting to set me up. 
The other day, my buddy 
Tom called to say there 
was this cute little .22 
I really ought to meet. 
We’ve got a date planned 
before Christmas.

I know what you’re 
thinking, but rest as-
sured this is not just 
about senseless banging. 
It’s about rekindling that 
undying flame that’ll 
keep me warm even into 
my twilight years. Yes, 
I suppose you could say 
it’s all about fire power.

OH SO CLOSE Kenny Adams sighs as he misses a free-throw during a Nov.30 
match against SJK. The Lancers would go on to win 49-42 over the visiting squad. 
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

MIDGET MAJOR
NOV. 23
Woolwich 6 Acton 0
Goals: Dan Rhame (2), Mark 
Vignault, Drew Barton, Scott Litt, 
Brandon Rilling
Assists: Scott Litt (3), Dan Rhame 
(2), Mark Vignault (2), Brett Van 
Gerwen, Dustin Martin
NOV. 27
Woolwich 8 Acton 1
Goals: Eric Benesch (2), Mark 
Vignault (2), Dan Rhame, Brandon 
Rilling, Brett Van Gerwen, Scott 
Litt
Assists: Eric Reid (2), Scott Litt 
(2), Brandon Shoemaker, Matt 
Snyder, Dustin Martin, Mark 
Vignault
NOV. 27
Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Dan Rhame, Brandon 
Shoemaker, Brett Van Gerwen
Assists: Dustin Martin (2), Mark 
Vignault, Scott Litt, Brandon 
Rilling, Patrick Toronchuk

MIDGET MINOR
NOV. 24
Woolwich 1 Elora 2
Goals: Mark Morlock
Assists: Mitchell Gelfand, 
Michael Dunn
NOV. 27
Woolwich 1 Dundas 3
Goals: Kevin Young
Assists: Tyler Scott, Kellen 
Bolger
NOV. 28
Woolwich 3 Guelph 2
Goals: Michael Dunn, Tyler Scott, 
Cody Bates
Assists: Tyler Scott (2), Michael 
Dunn, Kevin Young, Mike Moggy, 
Mitchell Gelfand

MIDGET LL
NOV. 27
Woolwich 4 New Hamburg 4
Goals: Owen Lennox (2), Shawn 
Basra, Bryan Freeborn
Assists: Derek Goetz (3), Andrew 
Schill, Tyler Norris, Phillip Martin

TWIN CENTRE
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE LL
NOV. 24
Twin Centre 6 Waterloo Two 8
Goals: Amanda Rose (2), Monica 

D’Arcy, Roslyn Mainland, Carly 
Bender, Jessica Reitzel
Assists: Monica D’Arcy, 
Samantha Haid

ATOM B
NORTH HALTON TOURNAMENT
NOV. 26
Twin Centre 2 North Halton 1
Goals: Alicia Koebel, Tori 
Freeman
Assists: Madison Lavigne
NOV. 27
Twin Centre 0 Sarnia 3
Twin Centre 3 Burlington 2
Goals: Megan Bott, Amber 
Shewfelt, Taylor Caldwell
Assists: Jenna Bott, Clara Borton, 
Alicia Koebel, Amber Shewfelt
NOV. 28
Twin Centre 2 Etobicoke 0
Goals: Tori Freeman, Alicia 
Koebel
Assists: Clara Borton
Twin Centre 2 Sarnia 1
Goals: Alicia Koebel, Tori 
Freeman
Assists: Natasha Runstedler, 
Taylor Caldwell, Jennifer Norris

ATOM LL
NOV. 28
Twin Centre 1 Cambridge Black 3
Goals: Ashley Beacom

PEEWEE B
KITCHENER TOURNAMENT
NOV. 26
Twin Centre 0 Guelph 2
Twin Centre 2 London 2
Goals: Stephanie Straus, Emily 
Erb
Assists: Cassie Hergott (2), 
Hilary Neeb, Kailey Esbaugh
NOV. 27
Twin Centre 0 Belmont 1
Twin Centre 4 Burlington 2
Goals: Laurie Reid, Arielle 
Boughner, Madison Holman, 
Kailey Esbaugh
Assists: Emily Erb, Kailey 
Esbaugh, Madison Holman, 
Laurie Reid

PEEWEE LL
NOV. 26
Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 1
Goals: Hilary Neeb
Assists: Janessa Heywood

BANTAM B

WOOLWICH MINOR
HOCKEY
NOVICE
NOV. 27
Woolwich 3 Acton 1
Goals: Ryan Schinker (2), Grant 
Kernick
Assists: Matthew Lair, Brady 
Erb, Adrian Gilles

ATOM MINOR
NOV. 27
Woolwich 2 Brampton 2
Goals: Kyle Bauman, Matthew 
Schieck
Assists: Sam Maier, Mitch 
Kernick

PEEWEE AE
NOV. 28
Woolwich 2 Arthur 1
Goals: Josh Wade, Tyler 
Schwartzentruber
Assists: Devin Church, Brandon 
Brubacher, Kyle Uttley
NOV. 30
Woolwich 3 Milton 1
Goals: Josh Wade, Parker 
Baldin, Dylan Price
Assists: Devin Church, Josh 
Wade, Kyle Uttley, Zach Barriage

BANTAM MAJOR
NOV. 26
Woolwich 1 Burlington 3
Goals: Matt Horst
Assists: Brock Shoemaker
NOV. 27
Woolwich 4 Hespeler 3
Goals: Cody Bates, Matt Horst, 
Mike Moggy, Brian Kron
Assists: Brian Kron, Peter 
Morlock, Jarred Parent, Damien 
Parent, Cody Bates, Jordan 
Neeb

BANTAM AE
NOV. 26
Woolwich 2 Flamborough 3
Goals: Ben Martin, Blake 
Boucher
Assists: Jay Asmussen, Ryan 
Mann, Trevor Thompson, Travis 
Angle

BANTAM LL
NOV. 26
Woolwich 2 Embro 1
Goals: Jason Young (2)
Assists: Matt Burkhart, Dave 
Thomas, Zac Bauman

PORT ELGIN SILVER STICK
NOV. 26
Twin Centre 2 South Huron 2
Twin Centre 1 Mitchell 4
NOV. 27
Twin Centre 2 Petrolia 1

BANTAM LL
NOV. 24
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener 1
Goals: Sarah Miltenburg, 
Kendra Schnurr
Assists: Sarah Van Allen
NOV. 29
Twin Centre 4 Stratford 1
Goals: Kendra Schnurr, Stacy 
Frey, Jenna Dietrich, Carling 
Cisecki
Assists: Stacy Frey (2), Kendra 
Schnurr, Stephanie Sebben, 
Carling Cisecki

MIDGET
NOV. 27
Twin Centre 2 Waterloo Two 0
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig, Nikki 
Martin
Assists: Meggy McTavish, 
Sheila Clemmer

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
PETITE
NOV. 27
Woolwich 9 Mt. Forest Two 0
Goals: Jasmin Fritz (2), Natasha 
Jantzi, Hailie Pavanel, Lea 
Olsthoorn, Amber Bauman, 
Katharine Hoffman, Jillian 
Schouppe, Shelley Shantz
Assists: Hailie Pavanel (2), 
Natasha Jantzi
Lindsey Hellerman recorded the 
shutout
NOV. 28
Woolwich 6 Hanover 5
Goals: Jasmin Fritz (4), Jillian 
Schouppe (2)
Assists: Shelley Shantz (2), 
Katharine Hoffman, Stacey 
Hughes

TWEEN
NOV. 29
Woolwich 6 Waterloo 2
Goals: Michelle Conlon (2), 
Michelle Lee (2), Meghan 
O’Hara, Kassi Fritz
Assists: Meghan O’Hara (2), 
Michelle Poole (2), Amber Truax, 
Emily Schieck

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Victory celebrations 
in Wellesley were 
short-lived last 

weekend. Two days after 
the Applejacks savoured 
the flavour of a 3-2 win 
over Langton, they left 
the ice with the bitter 
taste of defeat.

In what started as a 
closely contested match-
up, the Jacks ultimately 
fell 10-5 to the visiting 
Braves from Tavistock 
last Sunday (Nov. 28). The 
loss increased Tavistock’s 
hold on the Junior De-

A weekend split for Wellesley
Jacks taste victory over Langton, suffer defeat at the hands of Tavistock

velopment league Bauer 
Division’s top spot – with 
Wellesley following in 
second. Their season-so-
far tallies are 28 and 23 
points respectively.

“They got their butts 
kicked,” Jacks’ coach 
Chip Sealing said of his 
charges following the 
game. “The boys have 
worked hard. We had 
three games this week … 
so they’re a little tired, a 
little worn out. But we’ll 
rebound. 

“It’s good to get one of 
these every now and then 
to wake you up.”

Two days before the Ta-
vistock test, the Jacks beat 
out Langton. And it was 
a 5-5 tie when Wellesley 
travelled to Hagersville 
two days prior to that.

Facing Tavistock, the 
Jacks came out of the gate 
determined to close the 
standings gap. While the 
Braves showcased their 
stick skills throughout, 
Wellesley was never far 
behind, making it diffi-
cult for the visitors to get 
to the net.

By the end of the first 
frame, shots on net were 
virtually tied at 8-7 in 
favour of Tavistock. 

Goaltenders at each 
end blocked seven shots 
apiece, giving the Braves 
a 1-0 lead heading into in-
termission.

It wouldn’t be long before 
they doubled their lead 
– hitting the twine again 
less than five minutes 
into the second. But the 
Jacks were quick to claw 
that one back. Sixteen 
second later, Wellesley’s 
Scott Hustwitt slid in an 
unassisted wrap-around 
goal.

Undeterred, Tavistock 
subsequently proceeded 
to rack up a 4-1 lead before 
the cider boys mounted a 
comeback effort. With a 
two-man advantage, Ryan 
Gerber seeded the twine 
at 3:53 with help from a 
Shane Cicchine shot that 
drew Braves netminder 
David Blake from between 
the pipes.

Down to a one-man ad-
vantage, Gerber nailed 
another one home 49-sec-
onds later, unassisted, 
making it a one-goal 
game. But the Braves 
would double that again 
before the buzzer.

“We know we’re always 
in for a tough game com-
ing into Wellesley, that 

hasn’t changed in a num-
ber of years. It was great 
playoff-style hockey the 
first couple periods,” 
commented Braves coach 
Chad Ziegler. “We got a 
couple timely goals [in 
the third] and took a bit 
of momentum from them 
and continued on.”

That momentum saw Ta-
vistock land five goals in 
the final frame to Welles-
ley’s two. Both Jacks goals 
came from the stick of 
Cam Jamieson, with Hus-
twitt pitching in. Evan 
McInnis also added an 
assist on the final Jacks 
goal.

“We battled back and 
forth and back and forth, 
but we just couldn’t get 
the confidence,” Seiling 
said of the third period. 
“I think the puck was 
bouncing for them a little 
better than it was bounc-
ing for us.”

Overall shots on net fa-
voured Tavistock 39-33.

The Jacks have an op-
portunity to get back 
on their winning ways 
tonight (Dec. 4) against 
Burford. They hit the 
road tomorrow for a mat-
inee match-up in Port Do-
ver. 

RICHARD VIVIAN

LEADING THE CHARGE  Wellesley’s Wes Hauck heads for the 
Tavistock net last Sunday (Nov. 28), with a pack of Braves hot on his 
heels. The Jacks lost 10-5.
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A LOT LIKE CHRISTMASA LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS
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Elmira’s Vac Centre
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ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

SEE US FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF TOYS, BOOKS & CLOTHING!
NOW SHOP ONLINE FROM HOME AT:

www.elmirafarmservice.com

WITH THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

ERTL
RIDING TOY
(REG: $599.99)
$499.99

SPECIAL
CHRISTMAS
PRICING

TBEK35045

NEW MODEL TOYS
IN STOCK FOR 2004
NEW MODEL TOYS

IN STOCK FOR 2004

Mon. to Thurs. 9 a.m. ~ 6 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. ~ 8 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. ~ 6 p.m.

1033 Kenning Place ELMIRA (519) 669-2437

Sale excludes 
Fresh Poinsettias, Premium Trees,

Wreaths & Garlands

Festive Ornaments
Stockings Tree Skirts

Artificial Greenery & Florals
Garden Gifts Candles Prints

•
• •

•
• • •

ev nisr th tEC m sa gs niS va

Give a
Stonehaven Farm

 GIFT CERTIFICATE

20% OFF
30% OFF
40% OFF

Dec 4~11
Dec 13~18
Dec 20~24

& Gifts

Shop early for the
best selection...

10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!
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Merry Christmas from 
our home to yours!
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK 
A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS
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T’IS THET’IS THE
SEASON...SEASON...

Volumes Ad-Dec.4  12/1/04  9:56 AM  Page 1
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 K-W SEWING MACHINES  884-6981
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T’IS THE
SEASON...
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Spikes, serves and 
the accompanying 
tension are back in 

the gyms at Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School as 
the Junior girls volleyball 
team kick off another sea-
son with an in-town tour-
nament today (Dec.4). 

The team is a relatively 
new one – they haven’t 
played a game yet – and 
coaching staff aren’t 
sure how the team will 
do when balls start flying 
for real in the upcoming 
regular season. 

“It’s hard to tell this ear-
ly ... [but] I think we’ve 
got a good group of girls 
who so far have looked 
really good. It’s too early 
to tell how competitive 
they will be out there on 
the court, but in prac-
tice they are relatively 
competitive,” said coach 
Barb Gaudet. “They work 
really well together as a 
team … so we’ll just have 
to see where they go from 
there.”

Of 14 players on this 
year’s squad, four are 

Spikin’ out for a new season
EDSS Girls volleyball ready to roll, will test skills at weekend tournament

returning, meaning the 
team is inexperienced. 
That, said Gaudet, could 
present problems. 

“The biggest challenge, 
because we are an inex-
perienced team, is get-
ting them (her players) 
enough playing time to 
build in that experience. 
It’s also a challenge for 
me because I don’t know 
the girls, having not 
coached them last year.”

Gaudet added she was 
on maternity leave last 
year, which has made it 
a bit more difficult. Right 
now, she and co-coach 
Fred Meissner are busy 
getting to know the play-
ers.

“We’re looking really 
well. We have a good 
team,” said returning 
player Melissa Albrecht. 
“This year the Grade 9s 
are really strong players, 
and that has helped. We’ll 
do well once we get our 
positions down pat.”

“I’m really looking for-
ward to getting to know 
everybody really well,” 
said April Cress, another 
returning player. She 
added that, like Albrecht, 

she’s looking forward to 
good things from this 
year’s squad. 

“I’m hoping [we] make 
the playoffs because we 
have a really good chance 
this year.”

They’ll have a chance to 
test out their skills today 
at a volleyball tourna-
ment at EDSS.

“It’s a 10-team tourna-
ment,” said Gaudet, who 
added that teams from all 
over will be here – from 
Waterloo’s  Bluevale Col-
legiate and John A. Mac-
Donald Secondary to as 

far away as Kincardine 
and Paris. 

The tournament is des-
tined to be a learning 
experience for all those 
involved. 

“We’ll use it to kind of 
feel out the players and 
so we’ll be trying them 
in a variety of positions, 
because it’ll be our first 
game,” said Gaudet. “So 
I hope we make it to the 
semifinals. But at this 
point I have no idea, be-
cause most of the teams 
we’re playing aren’t even 
local.” 

KYLE REA

where you know you’ve 
controlled everything and 
you have all the plays go-
ing your way and then 
the next thing you know 
you’re in a 2-1 hockey 
game,” Kings coach John 
East said, referencing the 
score as the third period 
began. “We couldn’t bury 
our chances early on – 
credit to their goaltender, 
but a lot of it was we were 
shooting it right at him.

“Any time you put the 
puck at the net that many 
times, eventually you’re 
going to win out.”

Elmira’s Marc Des-
champs got the goals roll-
ing midway through the 
opening frame, along with 
helpers Travis Martin and 
Adam McHenry. But Or-
angeville would tie it up 
before intermission with 
a wrister over netminder 
Blake Scherer, courtesy 
of Thunder captain Matt 
Velten.

The Kings reclaimed the 
lead nine minutes into 
the second and built up a 
5-1 advantage before Oran-
geville mounted a come-
back attempt as the clock 
ticked down on the game. 

With a feed in front of the 
net from Josh Ahier, Chad 
Swartzentruber found the 
twine for the sole goal be-
tween intermissions.

Ryan Benesch followed 
that up with a tipped goal 
at 12:21 in the final frame. 
Swartzentruber provided 
the goal with its initial 

Continued from page 12

Kings remain in hunt in tightly 
crowded leadership race

slap.
Andrew Coburn landed 

what ultimately became 
the game-winning goal 
when he stuffed one deep 
on Ferguson at 6:42. Cap-
tain Ken Dunn and for-
ward Dane Dobbie added 
to their respective point 
tallies by pitching in with 
assists.

Ahier also increased 
his points by landing the 
Kings’ final goal in the 
largely one-sided match. 
With 4:35 to go, the for-
ward added his slap to a 
pass from Swartzentruber, 
and the rest is history.

It wasn’t until the final 
two minutes that Oran-
geville began to claw back 
some of those goals. With 
1:50 remaining, Velten 
caught a long pass and 
beat Scherer with a high 
shot, to land his second 
goal of the game. Team-
mate Matt Bobechko hit 
the twine at 0:43 to bring 
their loss to within a two-
goal spread.

“We didn’t like the 
last two goals. The guys 
(Kings) just took a mental 
breakdown and you start 
getting away from the 
things that you’ve done 
through 58-minutes of the 
game,” East commented.

On the road tonight 
(Dec. 4), Elmira will 
challenge the second-last 
place Guelph Dominators 
(4-22-1-1). They lace up 
with home ice advantage 
tomorrow evening to take 
on Stratford.

SERVING UP EXCITEMENT   EDSS volleyballer Olivia Charnuski tests 
out her team’s skills during a practice Tuesday (Nov.30). The Junior 
volleyball squad will host a tournament at the school today. 

COME SEE US IN OUR BRAND NEW FACILIT Y!

VOISIN CHRYSLER

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

• ON THE SPOT FINANCING BY CHRYSLER FINANCIAL CANADA
• FINANCING OR LEASING AVAILABLE ON ALL ABOVE UNITS
• FREIGHT, TAXES, LICENCE, FEES, INSURANCE NOT INCLUDED
• SEE US FOR FULL DETAILS
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2004 
TJ Columbia 
4x4
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669-2831

CASH SALE 
PRICE

ST#J4008
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2004
Jeep Liberty
Ltd - 4x4

��������� CASH SALE 
PRICE

ST#J4013
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2004
Jeep Liberty
Columbia 4x4

��������� CASH SALE 
PRICE

ST#J4007
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2004
Dakota Sport 
Quad 4x4
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WOOLWICH & AREA
Christmas Goodwill Program

Sponsored by:
Woolwich Community Services
Sponsors needed to buy gifts for a 

single child or an entire family or dona-
tions of cash, new toys, and clothing or 

volunteer manpower.

DROP OFF DONATIONS 
AT OUR OFFICE
Monday to Friday 9-5

 669-5139 
If you are aware of families or individuals 

who could benefit from this program, 
please have them notify us. 

All donors and recipients remain anonymous.

This ad sponsored by:
This ad sponsored by:

Bridgeland Terminals
35 Oriole Pkwy E.
Elmira  669-1588 

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED
33 Industral Dr. 669-1591578-1570

1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener

B o x  O f f i c e  H o u r s :   M o n d a y  -  F r i d a y  1 0  -  8  •  S a t u r d a y  1 0  -  6
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SAT. DEC. 18th

30 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
(519) 669-9028

KARAOKE
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

COME OUT AND SING LIKE 
A PRO ON OUR STAGE

FUNKY
RUDY

SAT. OCT. 23rd
LIVE BAND

BAD 
PICKLE

8PM - 12AM

FEATURING: JAKE SNYDER 
SINGING ROCK & ALTERNATIVE

AN AWESOME, HIGH ENERGY
ROCK AND ROLL EXPERIENCE

WING NIGHT
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT

8 PM TIL CLOSING
(MIN 6 WINGS,
EAT IN ONLY)
JUST 59¢ EACH

59¢
EACH

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With Christmas only 
weeks away now, 
we’re awash in 
holiday music – for 

some, there’s nothing like the 
oldies when it comes to keeping 
tradition. In the vein of univer-
sal appreciation of the stan-
dards comes Tribute, a cabaret 
musical on stage next week at 
the Fergus Grand Theatre.

If makin’ it anywhere takes 
you to New York and the trol-
ley’s clanging transports you 
to St. Louis, you can prob-
ably see yourself taking in the 
show: the Wellington-Waterloo 
Playhouse Production features 
the music of Frank Sinatra, 
Judy Garland, Doris Day and 
Howard Keel.

The production, directed by 
Alan Argue, runs Dec. 8-11.

Deb Deckert – an Elmira The-
atre Company stalwart – will 
be belting out both Sinatra’s 
“New York, New York” and 
“The Trolley Song,” Garland’s 
memorable tune from Meet Me 
in St. Louis. She’ll also deliver 
her take on “Come Rain or 
Come Shine.”

She’ll be joined by eight other 
area performers as the Fergus 
stage becomes a scene perhaps 
reminiscent of revue shows of 
days past. Among the list of 
singers and dancers is Deck-
ert’s daughter, Danielle – the 
two will appear on stage to-

Tribute sets the standard
Classic tunes of Sinatra, Garland, Day and Keel on stage in Fergus production

gether for just the second time, 
the first since an ETC produc-
tion in 1999. Danielle, in fact, 
wears two hats: she’s also the 
choreographer for Tribute. On 
stage, she’ll be taking it on the 
hoof with Irish dance cham-
pion Ciaran Myers of Fergus. 
The two will duel it out, tap 
style, to “I’ve Got Rhythm.”

“I’m really excited about do-
ing the show with Danielle,” 
said Deckert. “The show itself 
is so much fun.”

Some two dozen tunes are on 
tap – “all of them are easily 
recognizable” – culled from 
a long list of standards that 
have enjoyed enduring popu-
larity.

“Even the younger people [in 

the production] kept saying ‘I 
know that one … that one too.’ 
These are songs that are multi-
generational.”

Also on the menu are “My 

Way” and “That’s Life,” by Paul 
Hock of the Hourglass Show 
Band, who’ll team with Argue 
for “Mack the Knife.” The di-
rector also steps into the foot-

lights for Sinatra’s “The Lady 
is a Tramp” and “One More for 
the Road.”

The talent pool also includes 
Jack Andrews, Monica Chap-
man, David Lamble and Megan 
Thoms.

“It’s a show of showstoppers 
featuring the best of Sinatra, 
Garland, Day and Keel’s mu-
sical contribution to popular 
music,” said Argue. “We have a 
wonderfully talented cast with 
the ability to offer up genuine 
tribute to these great songs.”

Tribute runs at the Fergus 
Grand Theatre Dec. 8-11 at 8 
p.m., with a 2 p.m. matinee 
Dec. 8. Tickets are available by 
calling the box office at (519) 
787-1981.

A CELEBRATION OF SONG The tunes of Frank Sinatra and Judy Garland, along 
with Doris Day and Howard Keel, are featured in the Fergus production of Tribute.

Along with Frosty and Rudolph on the TV, there is now a plethora of live 
theatre with a holiday theme. A grown-up Tiny Tim takes centre stage 
in a production running Dec. 10-12 at The Church Theatre in St. Jacobs. 
Tickets for Tiny Tim’s Christmas are $5-8; call 669-3828.

On the musical front, Christmas is a time for classics, with a full slate avail-
able this weekend. The Menno Singers present Handel’s Messiah tonight at 
the Centre in the Square (578-1570), while the K-W Philharmonic Youth Choir 
performs The Hope of Christmas at UW’s Humanities Theatre (888-4908).

The classics keep coming Sunday (Dec. 5) with the K-W Chamber Or-
chestra presenting Great Choruses of Christmas at WLU (744-3828), and 
the K-W Philharmonic Choir appearing Dec. 8 at the Centre in the Square 
with Christmas Choral Celebration (578-1570).

A CHRISTMAS TRADITION
SISTER ACT In what’s quickly becoming a 
holiday tradition for both performers and 
audiences alike, the R.J. Kruisselbrink Sisters 
will perform a Christmas concert Dec. 10-11 at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship in Elmira.
The siblings – Rebecca, Richelle, Renee, 
Raelyn and Reanne and Radine – will perform 
traditional carols, including a sing-along 
segment. Accomplished pianists – there are six 
players in the household vying for time at the 
piano, though three now attend Wilfrid Laurier 
University – they’ll be exhibiting those skills via 
two keyboards on stage at WBF.
Along with the Christmas tunes, watch for the 
singers to roll out “I Love Canadian Beef,” a tune 
they wrote last summer in support of farmers 
caught in the ongoing mad-cow squeeze.
Both night’s shows are set for 7:30 p.m., with 
admission through a free-will offering. 
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 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$6.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS! FIND 
GREAT DEALS AND GET YOUR SHOPPING DONE EARLY!

SEE
CHRISTMAS

FEATURE
PAGES 15-18

Sunday Worship
                  10:00 am

Sunday School
during Worship Service

Rooted in scripture,
Growing in Christ

Calvary United 
St. Jacobs

Welcome!

48 Hawkesville Road

Tel. 664-2311

Wheelchair accesible
Nursery care provided

WORSHIP      
SERVICE      

CHECK OUT FRESH CONTENT, UPDATED WEEKLY 
online at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

A T T I C A S P R A I N S K Y
S O U D A N A L U M N I H O I
I N T E R N A L I S I N G O R E
D A T E D P E N T H O V E L
E L I I A N K I D T R E A D

F R A T E R E R O S E
H E R O M A I T R E D H O T E L
A R U M S L A H W E I U S A
V I T A E L E I F A C T S
O C T L E A F R O T O K E S
C H I E F O F S T A F F N E R O

L A N A I Q F E V E R
L I L A C R N A E N E E S P
A G E N T U L A N R A D I O
U L T I N V A L I D A T I O N S
D O C N E A T E R R E D U C E
S O H G O N E R S E X E T E R
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AUCTION AUCTION

HELP WANTED

Full time - St. Clements Pla-
za Shell looking for a polite, 
friendly, sociable and very 
reliable full service gas bar 
attendant, to work 6 a.m. - 2 
p.m., Mon. - Fri. Please drop 
off resume at gas bar, 3650 
Lobsinger Line or call Rob or 
Jen at (519)595-7116.

Find the help you need 
with an ad in Woolwich & 
Wellesley’s best read local 
weekly. More readership 
means more prospects. 
Whether you’re looking to 
hire, or looking for work - 
Woolwich Observer is the 
place to check.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Established, Well Qualified 
Guitar teacher Bob Wilhelm 
invites you to book a Gift 
Package of lessons for Christ-
mas. Classical, Acoustic, 
Electric and bass, many dif-
ferent styles. Learn the music 
you love. Phone 669-5371.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Loving and Caring mother 
of 2 looking to babysit in my 
home. In and outdoor ac-
tivities, crafts and story time. 
Call Lori at 669-7631.

Part-Time Live in nanny 
required in Maryhill for 10 
month old child starting in 
February.  Transportation 
provided. 895-9093.

FOR SALE

1960 Massey Ferguson 65 
diesel tractor with cab and 
loader. Power steering,new 
rear rims with loaded tires. 
Also have studded chains 
for sale. $6000.00 o.b.o. 
Cal l  669 -2015 or 669 -
2821.

Beat The Price Increase 
announced by all appliance 
manufacturers! Shop now 
for the lowest prices on 
fridges, stoves, freezers, 
washers, dryers, dishwash-
ers. Walters Appliances, 
669-2007.

Elmira Woodstove. Dark 
brown and gold trim. Great 
shape. $250. Call 669 -
8116.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Freezers, Freezers. Beat 
the January manufacturers’ 
price increase, shop now 
for lowest prices!! Woods. 
Some seconds available. 
Walters Appliances 669-
2007.

Honda EMC 3500 gen-
erator; Karcher 5 hp gas 
pressure washer; 2 Echo 
chainsaws, 10 ft trailer with 
loading ramps, 12” sides, 
with tie down rails, 3500 lb 
axel. All in mint condition. 
Call 656-1061.

Potatoes - Red, 75lbs 
$8.00. Yellow, $8 for 50lbs. 
Yellow cooking onions. Solo-
mon Martin, 664-1471. 1183 
Northfield Dr. (Conestogo 
area).

You just proved classified 
ads work. Call 669-5790 to 
place YOURS today.

Wall Unit, 10’w x 7 ‘ h x 26” 
deep. Custom made with 
glass shelving and doors, 
with drawers and TV exten-
sion. Green marble finish. 
Excellent condition. $500. 
Call Les 669-3974.
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ACROSS 
1. Spacial (esp. as in a 
manuscript)
8. Promotional state-
ment
13. Head cover
16. 1921 Nobel Prize 
winner for Literature
17. More scarce
18. Non-human pri-
mate
19. Branch of  medical 
science studying the 
use of  drugs in treat-
ment of  disease
21. For each, or for ev-
ery
22. Small tapered nail
23. Gawking onlookers
25. Wrong information
30. To be very close (ar-
chaic prep.)
32. Snakelike marine 
fish comes smoked or 
pickled
33. It’s been called the 
arse and worse
34. Sun visible at night 
in the Arctic
39. A clandestine ap-
pointment (literary)
40. South American 
wood sorrel
41. King of  the animals
42. A bristlelike beard 
on bracts of  grass
43. Convince oneself  
of  ones own reasons
51. People roll this up 
to win at Tim Hortons
52. Shape
53. Canadian rail com-
pany name
54. Shoulder-only 

sweater
57. Placing something 
in a protected locale 
to ensure it is undis-
turbed
61. Agreements
62. Longest division of  
geological time
63. Dorks
64. Debasements
70. Swells up, esp. with 
water/liquid
71. A dull crashing 
sound
72. A gas
73. Mockingly
81. This is dynamite
82. Distinctive charac-
ter of  a people/era
83. Dustin Hoffman’s 
fine lady
84. Objective male pro-
nouns
85. Mercury, regarded 
by ancient alchemists 
as the principle metal
86. Blocks
DOWN 
1. Criminals who es-
cape
2. Collection of  anec-
dotes about a person
3. A type of  scan or 
xray to see body organs
4. Member of  the Sho-
shonean people of  
Utah, Colorado and 
New Mexico
5. Used in negative 
phrases, esp. after nei-
ther
6. Accused was else-
where at time of  crime
7. Gain knowledge

8. Archaic spelling for 
“looped” hair
9. A boy
10. Central canton of  
Switzerland
11. Draw back in hor-
ror
12. US Military fort, 
“Home of  the Air-
borne”
13. ½ a cent (colloquial 
expression)
14. A discerning per-
ception
15. Most brief, curt and 
to the point
20. A flat pad
24. Acquired kno-
qledge
25. Reward for achieve-
ment
26. James Bond creator 
(first name)
27. __ Lanka
28. Romanian mone-
tary unit
29. “Steal My Sun-
shine” band
30. Andy’s other half
31. Refined or virtuous
35. Showing a brood-
ing/ill humour
36. Beside HER towel
37. Young child
38. Inhale scent
39. Trans World Air-
lines
42. Highest pinnacle of  
something
44. The part of  a solid 
between any two planes 
(mathematics)
45. Jaunty dance
46. Enemy

47. Raise ire
48. Woody, climbing ev-
ergreens
49. Pig saying
50. Old, worn out hors-
es
54. Day of  rest and 
worship
55. Something that is 
transluscent
56. Vacation getaways
57. A mat of  grass and 
grass roots
58. Black tropical 
American cuckoo
59. Your consciousness 
of  your own identity
60. Writing instrument
62. Imitation/substi-
tute (usually of  inferi-
or quality)
65. Naval locale
66. Secret store of  
valuables or money
67. MDs make you say 
this while checking 
throat
68. Type of  soft drink _
__-Frutti
69. Vocabulary that is 
characteristic of  specif-
ic group of  people
74. 17th letter of  the 
Greek alphabet
75. A small bed that 
folds
76. Police officer
77. Take in solid food
78. Hallucinogenic 
drug
79. A statement that 
deviates from the truth
80. A response in the 
affirmative
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CHRISTMAS
TREE DIRECTORY
• HOLIDAY DEALS ON TREES & FLOWERS •

FOR SALE

Colorado Blue Spruce. 3-
10ft, $5 per foot. To dig with 
machine, $10 per tree. Dig 
your own. 846-0158.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Christmas Crafts - Hand-
made, table arrangements, 
wreaths and candle holders. 
New 664-1700, $50.

Collector Plate - 1988 Roy-
al Copenhagen Christmas 
plate, $50. 648-3489.

Laz-y-boy Chair, burgundy, 
excellent condition. $50. 
Phone 664-3859.

Maternity Jeans, $40 (new 
$75). Size 18, like new. 664-
2023.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Saturn SL2, 4 cyl., 
auto, 114,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

1999 Chrysler Concord - 6 
cyl., auto, air, 1 owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2000 Chev Impala LS, 4 
door, black, one previous 
owner, 107,000 kms. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan Sport. 
3.8L., quad seating, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Caravan SE. 6 cyl., 
auto, air, 7 pass., 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2001 Hyundai Elantra VE. 
One previous owner. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Ram Quad Cab - 
2 w/d, SLT, V8, auto, air, 
1 owner. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club Cab - 5 
spd, very clean, 1 owner. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser - auto, air, 
very clean, 1 owner. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Durango SLT - loaded, 
13,000 kms, demo. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.

2004 SX 20 - 5 spd, sun roof, 
black, demo. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

RENTALS

1 Bedroom Apt. in very qui-
et 6-plex, close to downtown. 
Heat included. 669-8732.

2 Bedroom Apartment near 
downtown Elmira. Recently 
renovated. Call 648-2340.

3 Bedroom House in Brit-
ton. $600 + heat and hydro. 
Available now. First and 
last required. 5 appliances 
included. 291-9748.

Available January 1. 1 
bedroom apartment, top of 
older home. Close to down-
town Elmira. $525.00 plus 
hydro. References required. 
669-4188.

Elmira - 1 Bedroom, imme-
diate, downtown. $495.00 
+ only hydro. Non smoker. 
669-5431. 

Room And Board in Mil-
verton. $300.00 per month 
includes cable, parking, 
laundry & utilities. Shared 
amenities. January 1. Call 
595-3241.

Two - Plus Bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, rec. room 
Available Jan. 1. No pets, 
no smokers. References. 
669-0592.

Wellesley - 2 Bedroom 
apartment. Heat,hydro, air, 
and 3 appliances included. 
656-2112.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

100% Exper t  Taping. 
Guaranteed smooth f in-
ish. Plaster repairs, fram-
ing, boarding. New homes, 
basements, attics etc. Call 
496-2558, for quality.

Winterizing  
Supplies

BURLAP   NETTING    WRAPS 
MULCHES  ANTI-DESSICANTS 

CAST– IRON 
CHRISTMAS TREE STANDS

$39.99 — $49.99 

TRELLISES
ARBOURS
URNS
PLANTERS 
STATUARY 
BIRDBATHS 
FOUNTAINS 

BUSINESS

Ideal family business. Gas bar, 
store, restaurant, 3 bedroom 
home, basement. Turn key op-
eration near Windsor. Invest-
ment required. 1 - 3 year lease. 
For info 519-728-2242.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS. Earn 
up to $3,000+week. Kennedy 
Transportation is looking for 
individuals who want to start 
their own trucking business. 
Guaranteed work contracts 
for 1, 3 & 5 ton straight trucks 
and Highway Tractor. No ex-
perience required. G licence 
OK. Financing available. 
Phone 905-501-8779 or Toll-
Free 1-888-827-6044.

BUSINESS

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davison is 
looking for new or improved 
product ideas or inventions 
to prepare/present to corpo-
rations for licensing. FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
1-800-544-3327.

NATIONAL CLASSIFIED 
ADS - Cross-Canada ad-
vertising, just look for the 
grey boxes...

I Make up to $500 before 
breakfast almost daily! Want 
to know how? Log on to: 
www.canrich.ca or call: 204-
953-0120 X 1

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800-267-1829. 
w w w.shef f ie ldschool.
ca Sheffield School of 
Inter ior Design, Ot ta-
wa, ON

GET IN. GO FAR! Pre-em-
ployment motorcycle me-
chanic training at NAIT’s 
Fairview Campus star ts 
September ‘05; www.nait.
ca. 1-800-661-4077. Ap-
ply now! NAIT. Bring on 
the future.

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEM S? W E G E T R E-
SULTS! For FREE consul-
tation CALL our Toll-Free 
number 1-888-747-6474 
- Quote #777. Serving all 
Ontario. 

UNLIMITED INCOME PO-
TENTIAL - Fundraising com-
pany looking for part-time 
sales representatives to 
promote our products to 
schools & organizations. 
Exclusive Cadbury Neil-
son distributor. Commission 
position + incentives. Call 
Toll-Free 1-800-268-1250 
Ext. 3209.

EMPLOYMENT

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE-
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Fundraising services avail-
able. 1-800-383-3589

PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Lowest reconnection rates. 
Only $38. /month-every 
month! Switch to Easy Re-
connect, no charge. Enjoy 
your savings! You’ll thank 
us. 1-877-446-5877.

C H E A P E R  T H A N 
SCROOGE -  Telephone 
Reconnect! Monthly service 
only $49.95 and connec-
tion fee of only $36.13! Our 
calling cards make great 
stocking stuffers! Toll free 1-
877-336-2274; www.phone-
factory.ca

FINANCIAL

REDUCE YOUR TAXES!! 
Powerful, legal tax reduction 
strategy. Call our toll free 
24hr recorded message 1-
888-347-7211 ext 86001.

FOR SALE

AS SEEN ON TV! Get an 
MDG Horizon PC!  Now 
only $749 or 68 cents/day 
(O.A.C. + s&h). FREE Lex-
mark 3 in 1 Printer, FREE 
Digital Camera, FREE CD 
Burner, FREE Microsof t 
Word and FREE 17” Sam-
sung Monitor. No Money 
down, Don’t Delay, Call To-
day! 1-800-236-2504.

S A W M I L L S  f r o m 
$3,495.00- LumberMate-
2000 & LumberLite-24. 
Norwood Industries also 
manufactures utility ATV 
Attachments, Log Skid-
ders, Board Edgers and 
forestry equipment. www.
norwoodindustries.com - 
FREE Information: 1-800-
566-6899 Ext. 400 OT

FOR SALE

INTERNET PC $24.99 /
month. RENT TO OWN. 
Complete Internet ready 
Pentium III computer. No 
credit check. Re-Compute 
Toll-Free: 1-877-795-9433.

HELP WANTED

PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Need service? $34.95 first 
month. Unlimited local call-
ing, no credit checks, no de-
posit. Long distance: 4.5¢/
minute anywhere in Canada 
& US. 1-866-709-0075.

WORK FROM HOME ON 
YOUR COMPUTER. Full 
or Part Time. No Experi-
ence Required. Start to-
day. Visit our website now. 
www.MyHomePCJob.com. 
Code: A1

INTERNATIONAL COM-
PANY EXPANDING. Work 
from home on your com-
puter. Full training provid-
ed. Full-time/Part-time. For 
more information visit: www.
libertyathome.com or call 
toll-free 1-800-418-5876.

A-Z DRIVERS

TRIMAC TRANSPORTA-
TION - HIRING OWNER 
OPERATORS. Paid plates, 
permits, tolls & training. 
Excellent mileage pay, Fuel 
cards/protection, shared 
benefits plan, safety bonus. 
Call today! 1-866-4-Trimac 
(1-866-487-4622), WWW.
Trimac.com

TRUCKING’S ‘BEST KEPT 
SECRET’ Our top drivers 
earned over $85,000. Our 
drivers earn on average 
$62,000 per year. The best 
new pay package in the 
business! Late model equip-
ment, weekly home time, 
family values, flexibility. Call 
now to find out more. 1-800-
668-9691 ext. 214. McAr-
thur Express Inc. Located 
in Cambridge.
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                          If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 3319    Emergency 9-1-1

November 24
7:52 AM A Waterloo man was 

charged with ‘careless driving’ fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision on New 
Jerusalem Road. The man reported 
he was adjusting the radio when his 
vehicle veered into the oncoming 
lane and struck a southbound vehicle 
head-on. No one was injured in the 
collision. Damage to both vehicles 
was described as extensive.
10:01 AM An Elmira woman re-

ported a sore neck after she struck 
a parked vehicle in a Samuel Street, 
Elmira business parking lot. She didn’t 
required medical attention at the 
scene. Both vehicles sustained moder-
ate damage. There were no charges.
3:32 PM A men’s Supercycle, black 

in colour, was reported stolen from 
Elmira District Secondary School. The 
12-speed bicycle, which belongs to an 
Oriole Parkway resident, was taken 
sometime during the school day. There 

are no suspects.
5:52 PM Blowing wind has been 

pegged as the culprit behind a vehicle-
versus-tree collision on Ruggles Road, 
near Floradale. A westbound Drayton 
woman crested a hill to discover a 
tree lying across the road – she was 
unable to stop, and a collision ensued. 
She was unharmed in the incident. 
Damage to her vehicle was moderate. 
Police believe strong wind gusts are 
responsible for the downed tree.

November 25
3:47 AM Wintry conditions were 

blamed for a single-vehicle collision 
on Arthur Street, north of Elmira. 
A Clifford woman was southbound 
when she lost control of her vehicle, 
struck four guard posts, crossed the 
road and came to rest in a ditch. Icy 
road conditions were reported at the 
time. She escaped unscathed, but both 
her vehicle and the guard posts were 
destroyed. No charges were laid.

11:10 AM A two-vehicle collision 
attracted police to the intersection of 
Church Street and Memorial Avenue 
in Elmira. A St. Clements man report-
ed he stopped at the intersection and, 
while attempting to turn left from Me-
morial Avenue, struck an eastbound 
vehicle. Damage was moderate. There 
were no injuries. The St. Clements 
man was charged with ‘fail to yield to 
traffic on through highway.’

November 26
7:00 AM A deer was struck and 

killed by a vehicle on Kressler Road, 
near Hawkesville Road. A Water-
loo man was southbound when the 
animal ran into his path. It was killed 
upon impact. The driver escaped un-
harmed. His vehicle sustained moder-
ate damage.
6:15 PM Police responded to their 

second deer incident of the day. A 
Wellesley Township resident was trav-
elling on Moser Young Road when the 

animal ran in front of their vehicle near 
Weimar Line. The deer was killed. The 
driver escaped unscathed. Front-end 
damage to the vehicle was moderate, 
with repairs estimated at $1,000.
7:23 PM Yet another deer was struck 

by a vehicle, but this one got up and 
fled the scene. A Conestogo resident 
was westbound on Hunsberger Road, 
near Katherine Street, when the ani-
mal ran into the side of their minivan. 
Damage was minor and the driver 
wasn’t injured –the same likely can’t 
be said for the deer.

November 27
12:58 AM A 16-year-old Elmira girl 

was charged with trespassing after a 
patrolling officer stopped to talk with 
her outside Becker’s convenience store 
in downtown Elmira. During the dis-
cussion, the girl reportedly confessed 

to shoplifting from the store. All taken 
items were returned. In addition to 
the charge, the girls was entered into 
a tracking system as outlined in the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act.

November 28
10:58 AM A vehicle parked on Elmi-

ra’s Brookmead Street was damaged 
to the tune of $500 in a hit-and-run 
collision. The vehicle was struck on the 
driver’s side, giving police the impres-
sion it was struck by a reversing ve-
hicle. There are no suspects.
8:30 PM A Molesworth Street, 

Wellesley Village resident arrived 
home to discover their back door 
forced open and several items missing 
from inside. Taken was a Kenwood-
brand stereo, including a CD player 
and subwoofer, and a blank cheque-
book. The bedrooms were also ran-

sacked, with several draws left open. 
Nobody was home at the time of the 
break-in. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.

November 29
12:27 PM Thirty-two sheets of as-

penite were reported stolen from out-
side Westower Communications Ltd. 
on South Field Drive in Elmira. The ma-
terial – measuring 4’ by 8’ – was taken 
sometime over the weekend. It has a 
value of $500. There are no suspects.

November 30
3:05 PM A Nightingale Crescent, 

Elmira resident delivered a cellular 
phone to the Elmira police station. 
The Audiovox-brand flip phone was 
found in the neighbourhood within 
the previous 48 hours. The phone is 
being held at the station pending 
owner identification. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After opening with 
a pair of  losses, 
a team of  Elmi-

ra curlers swept their 
way to the Clarica Cup 
consolation finals last Sat-
urday (Nov. 27) with four 
straight wins. But that’s 
where their successful 
run ended: a Stratford 
team ultimately claimed 
victory as the 38th annual 
Clarica Bonspiel came to 
a close.

“We were quite sur-
prised to make it [that 
far],” said lead Chris 
Pidgeon, who was joined 
on the ice by skip Steve 
Chapman, second Jason 
Rolson and vice Steve 

Elmira curlers sweep to consolation finals
Two “exceptional shots” lead Stratford to 7-6 victory

Loffree. 
Not only was this the 

team’s first time compet-
ing together, but it was 
the first time its members 
have progressed so far in 
a bonspiel. 

“I’ll probably never 
make it that far again, so 
it was a good experience,” 
noted Chapman.

After each of  the 120 
teams entered in the 
challenge had two games 
under their belts – a pair 
of  losses for Chapman’s 
squad – they were split 
into Clarica Trophy and 
Clarica Cup divisions, de-
pending on whether they 
had been winning.

“Usually, it’s not as 
rough a road to make it to 
Saturday if  you lose your 

first two. But you never 
want to lose,” Chapman 
said.

“It took us a couple 
games just to get used to 
how each other played. 
Ultimately, I think we 
played better as the week 
progressed,” added Pid-
geon.

“Wednesday was when 
we started to gel as a 
team. Then we won every 
game until the final.”

Along the way, they 
downed a fellow Elmira 
team skipped by Bill 
Cronin, as well as com-
petitors from Ayr, K-W 
Granite Club and West 
Mount, which they faced 
in the semifinal round.

“My team played really 
▼ See ELMIRA page 25

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker
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Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements
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Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira
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MARKET MORNING TRAFFIC  Minor injuries were suffered in this two-vehicle collision on Weber 
Street, at the entrance to the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market, Thursday morning. Paramedic services, 
however, were declined. One of the drivers involved was charged with ‘fail to yield to traffic on through 
highway.’ Damage to both vehicles was described as major.

MAJOR DAMAGE, MINOR INJURY

RICHARD VIVIAN
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

AUTOMOTIVE

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

HOME RENOVATIONS

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  WEEKLY IN THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                         Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING

CARPET CARE

COMPLETE 
CARPET CARE
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669-7607
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CLEANING / JANITORIAL

  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

SERVICEDIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ELECTROLYSISSCRAP WANTEDPIANO SERVICES

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

SANTA FOR HIRE

RESTAURANTS
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SKATE SHARPENING

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

OBSERVER 
CLASSIFIEDS
Advertise in the most widely 
read, most highly decorated 
weekly in the area. Advertise 

where the readers are.

PLUS, get the bonus of 
having your ad appear on 

our website, as well.
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PHOTO REPRINTS

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date,   
   page number and photo
   caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further
   details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for 
   delivery within a week.
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ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour
 Emergency Service

 7 Days A Week

& Equipment Ltd.

698-2263
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The Township of Woolwich has placed the reconstruction of Centre Street between 
Park Avenue East and First Street East, along with Bauman Street between Queen 
Street and Centre Street in the 2005 capital budget forecast.

The Township of Woolwich has also placed the watermain replacement of Howard 
Avenue between Industrial Drive and Union Street in the 2005 capital budget fore-
cast. 

These projects are scheduled for construction between May and August 2005, sub-
ject to final budget approval.  The Township of Woolwich has retained the services 
of McCormick Rankin Corporation for the design and construction administration.

You are invited to attend a Public Open House for the project, which will allow an 
opportunity to view the design drawings for the underground infrastructure, along 
with the surface restoration details on the above noted streets.  This is also an 
opportunity to discuss any questions or concerns that you may have.  Township 
of Woolwich and McCormick Rankin Staff will be in attendance to address any of 
your questions.
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You are invited to attend this Public Open House to discuss 
these projects on:

Wednesday, December 15, 2004
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers Room
Township of Woolwich Municipal Building

69 Arthur Street South, Elmira, ON

For further information regarding this Public Open House 
please contact:

Richard Sigurdson
Engineering Technician
Township of Woolwich

PHONE:  519-669-8706, Ext. 258
rsigurdson@township.woolwich.on.ca

Elmira team  
surprises itself

well that game. They 
played really well all 
week, but they played 
exceptionally that game. 
They (West Mount) were 
probably the toughest 
team we faced, after 
losing our first two,” 
Chapman suggested.

The match was a 6-
4 win for the Elmira 
men. 

In the consolation Cup 
final the next day, the 
Elmira team took an 
early lead over the Strat-
ford club players. But 
that all turned around 
with a pair of  “excep-
tional shots that really 
changed the momentum 
of  the game,” Pidgeon 
told the Observer.

“There was one fellow 
who threw right through 
a number of  guards, 
right to the button. We 
thought we had a rock 
that was well-covered, 
but he knocked us out. 
That was a five-point 
swing in the game,” he 
said.

“We were playing 

Continued from page 23 catch-up the rest of  the 
game,” Chapman add-
ed.

By the time the last 
rock was thrown, the 
Elmira curlers had 
brought the score to 7-6.

While the team is un-
sure if  they’ll compete 
together again this 
season, “we’re talking 
about going back in 
again next year to see 
if  we can make it and 
actually win the final,” 
Pidgeon said of  the Cla-
rica bonspiel.

A total of  19 Elmira 
Curling Club teams 
entered the bonspiel. 
And it was almost an 
all-Elmira Clarica Cup 
consolation final. Herb 
Townsend’s squad chal-
lenged Stratford in the 
semifinal round, but 
weren’t able to advance.

A squad from the K-W 
Granite Club claimed 
the trophy and Fergus 
competitors walked 
away with the cup. The 
consolation trophy went 
home with a team from 
Guelph.

KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was a veritable whirl-
wind of  girls’ minor 
hockey last weekend 

(Nov. 26-28) as the Twin 
Centre Atom B, Peewee B 
and Bantam teams took 
part in three different 
tournaments in North 
Halton, Kitchener and 
Port Elgin. 

The Atom B squad 
emerged the big winners, 
taking home gold in the 
5th annual North Halton 
Twisters Atom BB/D divi-
sion tournament held in 
Georgetown, Acton and 
Milton Nov.26-28.  

The tournament started 
off  well for the girls on 
Friday (Nov.26) when the 
Hericanes took a 2-1 win 
over North Halton. Satur-
day, the team felt the taste 
of  defeat at the hands of  
the Sarnia Junior Sting in 
a 3-0 contest. 

They quickly rebounded 
in the afternoon, how-
ever, to take a 3-2 victory 

Gold and bronze 
for hockey girls

Double tournament success for Twin Centre girls minor hockey teams
over Burlington and a 2-0 
shutout victory the next 
morning against Etobi-
coke. 

With a 3-1 record, the 
Hericanes headed to the 
championship match in 
Acton where they found 
sweet vengeance against 
Sarnia in a 2-1 victory to 
take the gold. 

“[Sarnia] had been un-
defeated and had only one 
goal against … and we won. 
It was certainly an exciting 
game,” said Twin Centre 
girls hockey president Jim 
Bott, who added that good 
goaltending helped to pave 
their way to victory.

“It was very interesting in 
that the Sarnia team has a 
lot of  experience and plays 
in a different division. 
[They] probably had a lit-
tle bigger team, and draw 
from a bigger community. 
Obviously Twin Centre 
[features] children from St. 
Clements, Wellesley and 
Baden … small communi-
ties around the area.”

Bott added that the 

achievement was even 
greater considering that 
five years ago, there wasn’t 
a girls’ minor hockey team 
in the area.

“We now have 105 girls 
playing hockey and di-
visions from Atom to 
Midget, so we’re pretty ex-
cited about it.”

The Atom B team, which 
has a 10-1-1 regular season 
record, will still be able to 
take some lessons away 
from their tournament 
win, said Bott.

“I think they really 
learned [last weekend]. 
They had lost to the team 
in the previous day, and 
they certainly worked hard 
and adapted to the skill of  
the Sarnia team [Sunday]. 
They were quick, they 
changed a bit of  their de-
fensive strategy and were 
supportive of  their goalie 
…and I just think [the 
girls] certainly got more of-
fensive chances and played 
very well defensively in 
front of  their goalie. And 
their goalie played out-

standing. They just played 
as a team and it was excit-
ing to watch,” Bott said. 

Also in action, the Twin 
Centre Peewee B squad 
headed to the Kitchener 
Lady Rangers tournament 
Nov.26-27. After two losses 
and a tie, the girls headed 
to the consolation finals, 
where they triumphed 
over the Burlington Barra-
cudas by a score of  4-2. 

The Bantam Hericanes 
headed to the Girls’ Bantam 
B Silver Stick tournament 
in Port Elgin, but with a 
1-1-1 record heading into 
Sunday, the team did not 
qualify for semifinal ac-
tion. 

In other non-tournament 
Twin Centre action, the 
Novice team lost 8-6 to the 
Waterloo Ravens, the Atom 
locals lost 3-1 to the Cam-
bridge Black Roadrunners. 
The Bantam Local League 
squad took down the 
Kitchener Local Eagles 2-
1 at home and the Peewee 
locals tied the Kitchener 
Fog 1-1. 
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Elmira student awarded Renison scholarship Christmas by candlelight Put a sock on that fruitcake

WCS THRIFT SHOP
112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira

669-1129 • Tues. - Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY SERVICES
By donating and shopping at the

WCS THRIFT SHOP
YOU CONTRIBUTE TO LOCAL 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
PLUS: SEE US FOR WEEKLY

½ PRICE SALES

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

THE KIDS
AND I

CARE-RING

YOUTH DROP-IN

FOOD

BASKETS

FAMILY 
VIOLENCE 

PREVENTION 
PROGRAM

AND MANY MORE...

WCS The Wright Wick
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KYLE REA
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

‘Tis the season of … eat-
ing. Staring down the 
barrel of Christmas 
calories, many of us 

are already looking past the holi-
day to that standard New Year’s 
resolution: losing weight. Par-
ticipants in a local weight-loss 
group know, however, that it’s a 
year-round project.

Losing weight – and keeping it 
off – is a daunting feat for many 
in an age of fast food and conve-
nience, but members of Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) have 
shown that it is possible. What 
it takes is a healthy lifestyle and 
support from others.

The Elmira chapter of TOPS 
was recently honoured at Tops-
fest, an annual ceremony featur-
ing 15 chapters from the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo area. Three wom-
en from Elmira were awarded 
the Joyce Klinkman KOPS In-
spiration trophy, for losing the 
most weight – and keeping it off 
– over the past year. The award 
was named in honour of Klink-
man, who led the Elmira chapter 
for 27 years; she passed away in 
June 2004. 

“I thought it was a wonderful 
achievement,” said Doris Hahn, 
who along with Angela Vieth 
and Debbie Miethig received the 
award during the October cer-
emony. 

Hahn has been a member of 
TOPS for the past 11 years; back 
in February 2004, she achieved 
her Keep Off Pounds Sensibly 
(KOPS) designation – for the 
second time. “I felt wonderful. 

Peeling 
off the 
pounds

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There may have been fewer people at 
home, but those who answered the 
doorbell gave more, say Kiwanis 
Food Drive organizers. As a result, 

last Saturday morning’s door-to-door col-
lections brought in “a good 5,000 pounds” of 
food for the Woolwich Community Services 
(WCS) Goodwill Hamper program – about 
the same as last year.

“I’m quite happy. The food just kept rolling 
in,” commented Kiwanis Club member and 
food drive chair Jim Stewart. 

More from less
Fewer residents home, but increased individual

donations make up the difference
“Most people want to give – it’s just a matter 

of going out of their way to do that. By doing 
this drive, we give them that opportunity. We 
hear a lot of ‘thank you for coming around’ 
and ‘thank you for what Kiwanis does in the 
community,’” explained Kiwanian collector 
David Huck, who made the rounds of Elmira 
along with his grandson Nicholas Weber and 
Optimist Club volunteer Murray Heimpel.

While Huck has been involved since the 
first food drive, Saturday was the first time 
out for Heimpel and 12-year-old Weber.

The trio was joined by 65 other collection 
volunteers, including Kiwanians, Opti-

▼ See FOOD page 31

RICHARD VIVIAN

Weight loss group 
members receive award 
for losing weight – and

keeping it off

▼ See GROUP page 27

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley Village will 
be filled with the 
sights and sounds of 
the holidays next Fri-

day evening (Dec. 10), when the 
second annual Christmas Tyme 
in Wellesley parade takes to the 
streets.

“We’re just hoping it’s as good 
as last year,” commented Marg 
Runstedler, organizing commit-
tee chair, adding the group’s in-
augural run was “very positive-
ly” received by those who lined 
the streets.

So far, 30 entries have signed on 
to take part, but that number will 
continue to grow as the parade 
nears. Last year, there were 54 en-
tries – a number that’s expected 
to be matched when all is said and 
done.

“There’s quite a variety. I just 
got one yesterday that features 
Shrek,” parade committee mem-
ber Jean Horne said of the floats 
already signed up for the trek 
through the village.

The parade leaves Wellesley Pub-
lic School at 6:45 p.m., heading 
west along Queen’s Bush Road. 
At Nafziger Road, the festivities 
turn south and circle back to the 
fairgrounds.

Having an evening start, an ar-
ray of colourful lighting will be 
incorporated into each float’s de-
sign.

The only real change from last 
year’s much-praised effort is some 
tinkering with Santa’s schedule. 
Not only will he close out the pa-
rade and distribute goodie bags 

Village 
prepares 

for evening 
of Santa
spotting

The big man in red set 
to arrive early for time 

with youngsters

▼ See CHRISTMAS page 31

There will be Christmas decorations aplenty as the Elmira and District Hor-
ticultural Society hosts its annual candlelight tour Dec.10. Four area homes 
and one church will open their doors so that the public can view their deco-
rations. Tickets are $10 at the Community Information Centre in Elmira. 

An Elmira teen was one of 26 arts students who recently received a 
scholarship for the University of Waterloo’s Renison College. Carey Reist, 
a former EDSS student, was recognized for having a high admission aver-
age. Scholarships ranged from $1,000 to $3,000.

A new holiday survey by Environics Research finds 37 per cent of Cana-
dians say cleaning supplies and fruitcake are the worst possible Christ-
mas gifts to receive. Also on the list are socks, underwear, pets and tools, 
according to the report.

MAKING THE ROUNDS  Kiwanian David Huck (right) and grandson Nicholas Weber, 12, were just two of 68 
volunteers who collected non-perishable food donations door-to-door for the annual Kiwanis Food Drive Nov. 27.



DECEMBER 4, 2004 • TOWN & COUNTRY • WOOLWICH OBSERVER 27    

�����
������

������������

George shouldn’t treat his friends like this
Attacks on agriculture must stop if the olive branch is real
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www.garepair.ca

   Be Prepared For Winter! 

Pre-Season
Snow Blower Service
• Engine oil change
• Fittings greased
• Lubrication of  all drive chain linkages
• Full inspection of  gear box*
• Adjustment of  tire pressures
• Tuning of  carburator
• Replacement of  sparkplugs
• Inspection of  gasoline condition
• Testing of  engine compression**
• Inspection of  all belts and chains
• Inspection of  electric star t*
• Visual inspection of  complete machine
         **if  required * where equipped

     
      D

ust it off, grease it up & get it ready! $70 +TAX & 
PARTS

Fast turn-
around time,
so you have 
it when you 

need it

REPAIR 
CENTRE

PARTS,
SALES &
SERVICE

CALL 656-3098 • 1-800-827-2153
3691 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley

& MACHINERY SALES

FREE
PICKUP AND

DELIVERY IN KW 
AREA UNTIL THE 

SNOW FLYS
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I’ve been trying for so 
long to get there and was 
just hovering around the 
mark until that day when 
I finally hit it,” Hahn said. 
“I’ve been there before.”

The recognition is part 
of the group’s efforts to 
promote healthy eating 
and lifestyles.  

“We don’t have any di-
ets or programs here. We 
teach people how to eat in 
moderation and health-
ily, with exercise. It’s re-
ally a support system,” 
said chapter leader Kathy 
Florica.

An international non-
profit organization, 
TOPS has chapters scat-
tered throughout the 
area. The 18 members of 
the local chapter meet 
weekly at the Elmira 
branch of the Region of 
Waterloo Library, where 
participants share their 
experiences and tips 
with others. 

Each person, upon com-
ing to TOPS, must have 
an ideal, or gold weight, 
explained Florica. “They 
go to their doctor and get 
a gold slip. Their doctor 
tells them what weight 
they should be at, they 
bring it in and we help 
them reach that point,” 

Group maintains balancing act
Continued from page 26

she said, adding that a 
support system is in place 
to encourage members to 
lose those extra pounds. 

“We call, send cards and 
encourage one another 
every week … we’re al-
ways there for each 
other. We learn about 
fat and calories and ex-
ercise. Every week it’s a 
different program.”

Those who have ob-

tained their weight goal 
are designated as KOPS, 
or Keep Off Pounds Sen-
sibly; the Elmira chap-
ter has since increased 
their number of KOPS 
from three to seven. The 
label must be continu-
ally earned: if a member 
slips seven pounds below 
or three pounds above 
their target weight, they 
lose the KOPS designa-

tion. Staying within this 
range is what KOPS like 
Hahn, will have to work 
at for years to come. 

“Maintaining [my 
weight] is very hard,” 
said Hahn. 

“I’m really quite health 
conscious, and being as 
I’m so old I say to myself 
‘I have to make the best 
of the rest of the years I 
have left.’”

KYLE REA

So U.S. President 
George W. Bush ar-
rives on Canadian 

soil, tells us he wants 
to be our buddy, chows 
down on Alberta beef, 
gives a Texas-sized slap-
on-the-back to our prime 
minister, then leaves us 
with these inspirational 
words:

“We are bound by his-
tory and geography and 
trade and by our deepest 
convictions … with so 
much at stake, we cannot 
be divided.” 

This is such mockery; I 
can’t understand how he 
can say these words with 
a straight face.

I’m disappointed the 
President didn’t have 
the opportunity to actu-
ally visit the farm that 
produced the beef he 
was mowing down. Or 
any pork, sheep, veal, or 
dairy farm in Canada. 

Then he could see exactly 
what kind of a buddy he’s 
been, and how his “deep-
est convictions” – in this 
case, to the greedy U.S. 
farm lobby –  have in-
flicted punishment, pain 
and despair on Canadian 
farms.

At the same time he was 
enjoying the good life 
with the prime minister, 
Ontario pork produc-
ers were trying to figure 
how they’d deal with the 
latest spate of U.S. pro-
tectionism, that being a 
duty imposed against Ca-
nadian hogs exported (or 
in the words of the U.S., 
“dumped”) across the 
border. 

Some (not all) Ameri-
cans claim Canadians 
unfairly subsidize hog 
farming, and that cheap 
prices had sparked a 
flurry of exports that 
hurt American farmers’ 

competitiveness. They 
convinced the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce 
to levy a penalty  on hogs 
coming into the U.S. from 
Canada.       

Earlier in the week, for-
mer Ontario Pork chair 
Clare Schlegel – now 
chair of the Canada Pork 
Council – ripped into the 
Americans for what he 
called “baseless” allega-
tions. He said claims by 
the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council, the U.S. 
group pushing the dump-
ing duty, were nothing 
more than “a desperate 
public relations ploy to 
mask the weakness of its 
trade petition.” 

Schlegel said such alle-

gations had already been 
investigated and rejected 
by other arms of the U.S. 
government, including 
the Department of Agri-
culture. Those investiga-
tions showed increased 
swine exports from Can-
ada were not a result of 
subsidies, but rather in 
response to a host of fac-
tors including exchange 
rates, Canadian competi-
tive advantages in the ar-
eas of animal health and 
labour, and U.S. advan-
tages in feeding costs.

But that’s too much 
logic for anyone trying 
to throw up a barrier 
against “cheap” imports. 
And it’s likely too much 
detail for President 

Bush’s spin doctors. I’m 
sure they’re still trying 
to find ways to justify the 
Canadian beef ban, let 
alone the new pork pen-
alty.

Especially when we’re 
comrades, like the Presi-
dent says.

About the only good 
news this week for On-
tario pork producers was 
that Quality Meat Pack-
ers in Toronto – the prov-
ince’s second-largest pro-
cessing, putting 28,000 
hogs per week through its 
plant – settled its strike.

The strike came at an 
awful time. The levy 
amount Ontario pork 
producers pay is based 
on the number of hogs 
exported to the U.S. And 
with Quality striking, 
the capacity to process 
hogs in Ontario shrunk. 
More hogs would need to 
be exported, and the fee 

levied on farmers to help 
pay the anticipated duty 
was going to be bumped 
to $3.89 per hog (October’s 
fee was $2.11 per hog). 

But when Qual-
ity settled, that sum was 
dropped to $1.72 per hog, 
for December.  

The International Trade 
Commission will be rul-
ing on the U.S. barrier 
in April 2005. Until then, 
Canada has no choice but 
to pay, if it wants to ex-
port pigs there.

Is this what friends 
do? Friends who, as the 
President says, have so 
much at stake they can’t 
be divided?  Protection-
ist polices are dividing 
us nearly as much as the 
Iraqi war. Bush’s dream 
of goodwill while the U.S. 
continues to attack Cana-
da on the economic fron-
tier is unrealistic, and 
takes us for chumps. 

TOP KOPS   Angela Vieth (left), Doris Hahn and Debbie Miethig of the Elmira chapter of TOPS were 
honoured with the Joyce Klinkman KOPS Inspirational Award at Topsfest last month. They received the 
award for reaching – and maintaining – their target weight during 2004.  
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

They’re packed, 
wrapped and ready 
to go. More than 

1,600 impoverished chil-
dren of devastated and/
or Third World countries 
will share in the holiday 
spirit this Christmas, 
thanks to the generosity 
of local residents.

“It was an awesome cam-
paign. Per capita we’ve 
done better than most 
areas,” said Tino Toma-
dini, who spearheaded lo-
cal Operation Christmas 
Child efforts. This year’s 
donations, he added, are 
“almost right on” with col-
lection efforts last season.

“It’s almost like we have 
repeat customers. The 
same people grab shoe-
boxes year after year, 
with a few extras. With 
the Christmas season, 
they realize they’re going 
to do the Christmas shoe-
box and add it to their 
Christmas shopping rou-
tine. They almost pencil 
it into their budget. 

“That’s the rural com-

Sharing the spirit with 
impoverished youth

Operation Christmas Child sees 1,600 gift
shoeboxes prepared by local residents

munity for you.”
Packed with a variety 

of toys and hygiene prod-
ucts, the boxes will be 
delivered to children in 
time for Christmas. The 
likely destination for the 
local donations are the 
youth of hurricane-rav-
aged Haiti, as well as Af-
rica, where many coun-
tries continue to suffer 
under political unrest 
and poverty.

Shoeboxes came in from 
a range of churches, 
schools and, of course, 
individual donors. Most 
were picked up and taken 
to the program’s regional 
centre in Kitchener Mon-
day afternoon. But Toma-
dini also made a trip to 
the centre last week.

“My garage and my 
house were full,” he 
laughed in explaining 
why the early trip was 
made. “I actually made 
some rounds to pick up 
and by the time I was 
done I thought ‘why 
would I unload it and re-
load it?’ So I just drove it 
down.”

In addition to the shoe-

box gifts, donors were 
also asked to pitch in 
$5 toward the cost of de-
livery. Exact donation 
figures weren’t avail-
able this week – “It’s like 
shoveling snow when it’s 
snowing; it just keeps 
coming in.” – but Toma-
dini expects local contri-
butions to at least cover 
that expense. 

“We have boxes that 
show up with no money 
in it and we have boxes 
that show up with $50, 
so we have both ends of 
the spectrum,” he said, 
noting each container of 
10,000 shoeboxes costs 
about $6,000 to deliver.

The big shoebox push 
may be over, but there’s 
always a few latecomers 
out there, Tomadini add-
ed, and it’s not too late.

“It’s not unusual in De-
cember for me to drive 
around … and there’s 
anywhere from 10 to 20 
shoeboxes in the back,” 
he said. “People just keep 
giving them to me.”

To make a shoebox do-
nation, call Tino Toma-
dini at 669-3428.

RICHARD VIVIAN

ECKERT, Henry
Passed away, on Saturday, November 27, 
2004 at KW Health Centre, Kitchener.

Local relatives are son Dan and his wife 
Debby Eckert of Elmira.

LAWRENCE, George F.D.
Of Wellesley. Peacefully, surrounded by 
his family, at Freeport Hospital, on Thurs-
day, November 25, 2004, at 77 years of 
age.

MARTIN, Melinda (Mrs. Alvin B.)
On Monday, November 29, 2004 at the 
home of her daughter, Elsie and Joseph 
Bowman, RR2, Drayton, age 86 years.

MARTIN, Samuel B.
Passed away peacefully at KW Health 
Centre, Kitchener on December 1, 2004. 
“Sam” Martin age 78 years, of Elmira.

SANTA’S HELPERS  Volunteers with Operation Christmas Child picked up locally-donated gift boxes 
Monday (Nov. 29). In all, area-residents filled 1,600 boxes to be delivered to children in devastated and/or 
Third World countries. From left: Fred Eichholz, Brian Treleaven and Tino Tomadini.
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REALESTATE
BUYING OR SELLING: IT’S WHERE YOU WANT TO BE!
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len
Frey 

SALES REP

Mildred 
Frey 

BROKER

Wendy 
Taylor 

ASSOC.  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason 
Shantz 

SALES REP

Julie
Adams

SALES REP
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Semi-detached backsplit features finished family room 
complete with 3-pc bath, starting at $202,900. Other 
semi-detached models starting at $193,900. Single 
family homes starting at $209,900. Great selection 
of  lots available. Visit our model at 87 Kingfisher Dr.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 1:30-4:30
ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN.

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

BRAD MARTIN
Assoc.  Broker
     MVA Residential
Res: 669-1068

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

JULIE
HECKENDORN
Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-8629

LILA
BILLING

Assoc.  Broker
Res: 669-0933
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SOLID GOLD REALTY 
(II) LTD., REALTOR
4-B Arthur St. S.,

ELMIRA, N3B 2M5

669-5426
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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Just because it’s in the dictionary doesn’t mean it’s a word
Q.  From Earth, the Moon is a 
charming sight, rising and set-
ting through the course of the 
night while passing through its 
various phases over the lunar 
month. How does the Earth 
look from the Moon?

A.  The Moon has become 
entrained to the rotation of 
the Earth, spinning now at 
an exact rate that keeps the 
same face always toward 
our planet, engendering 
a “far side” (though not 
a “dark side”), say Paul 
Hewitt et al. in Conceptual 
Physical Science. So the 
Earth from the Moon isn’t 
seen to rise and set at all.  
Instead, it stays at the same 
point in the lunar sky all 
day but does pass through 
its own phases while hang-
ing stationary there.
Q.  Why does the famous elu-
sive smile of the Mona Lisa, 
by Leonardo da Vinci, seem at 
times to change right before 

your eyes? Is this just in your 
imagination?

A.  Probably it’s more in 
your eyes, in the nature of 
human vision, says Har-
vard neurobiologist Mar-
garet Livingstone in Vision 
and Art: The Biology of 
Seeing. Try looking at the 
painting straight on, with 
the image falling on your 
foveas (central retinas), 
and the smile vanishes.  But 
if you glance more at the 
background or the hands, 
the smile seems more ap-
parent and cheerful. This 
is because the two visions 
are suited for different 
tasks:  direct foveal vision 
for picking up fine detail, 
low-resolution peripheral 
vision for gathering large 
chunks of coarse informa-
tion fast.  

And this is part of the 
mystery: “Mona Lisa 
smiles until you look at her 

mouth, and then her smile 
fades, like a dim star that 
disappears when you look 
directly at it.”
Q.  People who can’t stop 
checking to see if doors are 
locked, or wash their hands 
repeatedly, or won’t step on 
sidewalk cracks suffer from 
obsessive-compulsive disor-
der (OCD).  What about some-
one who demands precisely 
18 clean towels every day?

A.  The great scientist and 
“arithmomaniac” Nikola 
Tesla did just that, saying 
that 18 is a multiple of 3, re-
ports Clifford A. Pickover 
in Wonders of Numbers:  
Adventures in Mathematics, 
Mind, and Meaning. Also, 
he often felt compelled to 

walk around the block 3 
times, would stay in room 
207 (3 x 69) at the hotel, and 
kept a stack of 18 napkins 
nearby when dining.

Many others are simi-
larly afflicted with this 
form of OCD:  Case 1. A 13-
year-old girl must knock 3 
times on a window before 
entering; Case 2. A teen 
suddenly starts repeating 
“6, 6, 6, 6” or “8, 8, 8, 8,” re-
porting, “I have no control 
over these numbers.  They 
have a mind of their own 
— MY mind.”  Another boy 
must turn around exactly 
8 times to calm himself, a 
7-year-old girl must count 
to 50 in between reading or 
writing each word.

Evidence is mounting, 
says Pickover, that OCD 
runs in families, that the 
cause is physical (medi-
cines help) and correlates 
with movement disorders 
such as facial tics. 
Q.  Do you have any idea what a 
“ghost word” is?  Clue: “Dord” 
is a classic example.

A.  It’s a word that never 
existed in real life but 
nevertheless turns up in 
a dictionary, says David 
Crystal in The Cambridge 
Encyclopedia of the English 
Language. Errors by lexi-
cographers in typing, copy-
ing, programming or fil-
ing are the cause.  “Dord,” 
for example, got listed as 
a word in Webster’s (1934) 
when office workers took 
an ABBREVIATION file 
labelled “D or d” for den-
sity and mistakenly cre-
ated the WORD “Dord” as 
a synonym for density.

The new word stuck, ap-
pearing in other dictionar-
ies as well.

Fictitious forms are cer-
tainly not rare. Is there 
such a word as “antipar-
liamentarianism”? The 
Oxford English Dictionary 
cites only “antiparliamen-
tarian.” Medical terms 
are especially susceptible:  
someone with serious pro-
nunciation difficulties 
might be described as man-
ifesting “an articulation 
disorder,” “articulatory 
handicap,” “misarticula-
tion,” or a dozen others.  
“Dictionaries of speech 
pathology don’t agree on 
the term,” says Crystal, 
“and there is no guarantee 
that the terms a dictionary 
selects are the most com-
monly used ones — or in-
deed, whether there is any-
one out there using them at 
all.” 
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C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...
• Provide: issue date, page number and photo caption.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or
   to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery
   within a week.

AvailableSizes:4x6 - $8.505x7 - $9.508x10 -
$15.00

December 4
Christmas In The Country presented by St. 
Clements Nursery School from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. St. 
Clements Roman Catholic Church. Proceeds go to 
support  the Nursery School. 

Second Annual Christmas Cookie Walk and Craft 
Sale. Gale Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira. 
9 a.m. til all is  sold. Bring your own container. 669-
2852. 

December 5
“A Hilton Family Christmas” at Waterloo North 
Presbyterian Church, 685 Highpoint Avenue at 
Northfield, Waterloo. 7 p.m. Free-will offering. For 
further information contact 888-7870. 

A Service of Healing, A time to Remember. All are 
invited to the Annual Community Memorial service 
being held at 7:30 p.m. at Emmanuel Evangelical 
Missionary Church, Elmira. Graham Snyder 
will speak. Sponsored by The Elmira & District 
Ministerial, St. Jacobs Ministerial and Woolwich 
Interfaith Counseling. 

December 6
Kiwanis West Montrose Covered Bridge Carol 
Sing at 7 p.m. Join the Kiwanis and members of the 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Elmira Church Choir in song. No 
charge, but donations are appreciated. 

December 9
A Service of Healing, A time to Remember. All are 
invited to the Annual Community Memorial service 
being held at 7:30 p.m. at Calvary United Church, 
St. Jacobs. Graham Snyder will speak. Sponsored 
by The Elmira & District Ministerial, St. Jacobs 
Ministerial and Woolwich Interfaith Counseling. 

December 10 
4th Annual Christmas Concerts by the R.J. 
Kruisselbrink Sisters. Two evenings, Dec. 10 & Dec. 

11, 7:30 p.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship in Elmira. 
For more information call (519)934-2608. 

H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents 
and their children (0-5 yrs). Topic: Natural Cleaning 
Methods ( Janet Cox) plus optional cookie exchange. 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 

December 13 
Seniors On The Go – Registration begins for the 
session Jan. 13 to Mar, 10. Thurs. 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. 
Cost $22.50. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

Gentle Steps Toward Fitness – Registration begins 
for the session Jan. 11  to Mar. 8. Tues. 10:30 
– 11:30 a.m. Cost $22.50. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.  

Gentle Moves – Registration begins for the session 
Jan. 10 to Mar. 7. Mon. 7-8  p.m. Cost $24.75.  
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

Better Bones – Registration begins for the session 
Jan. 12 – Mar. 10. Wed. 10:30-11:30 a.m. cost 
$24.75. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-
3794.

Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Mon., 
Wed., and 1st and 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Registration begins for 
the session Jan. 10 – Mar 7. Cost $60.50.  Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. & 
Thurs. 7 p.m. Registration begins for the session 
Jan. 11 – Mar. 10. Cost $49.50. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.

December 21
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. Sausage, scalloped potatoes, salad, roll, 
Christmas pudding. Everyone welcome. 669-2852. 
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REPAIR PARTS,
SALES &
SERVICE

CALL 656-3098 • 1-800-827-2153
3691 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley

& MACHINERY SALES

 WINTERIZE SPECIAL
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mists, Woolwich Com-
munity Lions, students 
and members of the 
Woolwich Minor Hock-
ey Bantam team. Volun-
teers broke into groups 
and went door-to-door 
in Elmira, West Mon-
trose, St. Jacobs and 
Conestogo.

“We had a lot of stu-
dents, and that’s en-
couraging,” Stewart 
said, explaining several 
had already exceeded 
their mandatory volun-
teer hours required to 
graduate high school. 
“They’re long past their 
40 hours. There’s one 
girl … she’s well up over 
100 hours.”

Such youth involve-
ment shows much prom-
ise for the collection’s 
long-term future, he 
stressed, pointing to 
Weber as an example.

“He’s not even old 
enough to need high 
school service hours, but 
we’re breaking him in 

Continued from page 26

Food when it’s needed most

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’ll soon be a 
few extra titles 
to choose from at 

the St. Teresa of Avila 
Catholic Church library, 
thanks to the annual 
Snowflake Bazaar and 
Craft Show held last Sat-
urday (Nov. 27).

Organizers estimate 
the event raised $5,000, 
which will be used to pur-
chase new books.

“We did very well. I was 
happy with it. It’s a good 
fundraiser and it allows 
us to do extra things in 
the church,” commented 
organizing committee 
chair Mary Lou Flan-
ders. “It’s something to do 
extras that we wouldn’t 
normally get to do.”

This year’s total repre-
sents an average amount 
for the popular pre-
Christmas event, she 
added. 

While it’s difficult to say 
how many people made 
use of the Elmira church’s 
shopping opportunity – 
there is no admission fee 
to keep track of patrons 

early,” laughed Stewart.
Fewer doors may have 

been answered along the 
way, but there was “a 
notable increase” in the 
quantity of residents who 
left a bag on the front step 
for collectors before they 
headed out for the day.

“People are busier, but 
they certainly seem to be 

taking the steps to help 
out,” Stewart noted.

In cases where no one 
was home, a note was left 
behind indicating dona-
tions can still be dropped 
off at Selby’s Marketplace 
and Elmira IGA.

The annual collection 
effort is in support of the 
WCS Goodwill Hamper 

program, which pro-
vides needy families 
with food and gifts for 
the holidays. Tradition-
ally, there are between 
130 and 150 hampers 
distributed.

Toy and clothing 
drives are ongoing. 
Drop-off locations in-
clude the Elmira Tim 
Hortons, the St. Jacobs 
Visitors Centre and the 
WCS office, as well as 
Home Hardware stores 
in Elmira, St. Jacobs 
and Linwood.

During last Saturday’s 
door-to-door effort, 
collectors also picked 
up in excess of $400 in 
cash donations. Those 
funds will be used to 
purchase needed items 
not picked up along the 
way. The Kiwanis Club, 
Stewart added, usually 
pitches in about $1,000, 
as well as a quantity of 
locally-grown potatoes.

Recipients are set to 
pick up their hampers 
Dec. 16.

afterward at the Pheifer 
Gallery, but he’s going to 
show up a little early to 
make sure the young ones 
(six and younger) don’t go 
home empty-handed.

“A lot of them missed it 
last year; it was too late 
for them,” Runstedler 
explained of the change. 
“So we thought if they 
can see him in the after-
noon, they can go home 
as soon as the parade is 
over.”

Following the parade, 
residents and visitors are 
invited to attend the an-
nual Lions Tree of Lights 
ceremony in the park, 
where a nativity scene 
will also be erected.

Continued from page 26

Christmas
parade

Bazaar buys books for church library
“It’s a good fundraiser and it allow us to do extra things in the church,” says organizer

– Flanders believes that 
number may have been 
“down slightly” from pre-
vious years.

“I thought it went well. 
It started slow … but to 
really picked up later 
on in the day,” she ex-
plained. “We had a really 
good turnout. Our ven-

dors were happy.”
As usual, one of the big-

gest draws and hottest-
selling items were the 12 
varieties of Christmas 
cookies baked by church 
volunteers. By the end of 
the show, all 675 dozen 
had been sold.

“That’s our big one. 

We sold out completely 
with all of our baking,” 
she said. “They’re very 
popular. We have people 
that come back year after 
year [for the cookies].”

Money raised last year 
was spent on new tables 
and chairs for the church 
hall.

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN

IN A SHOPPING MOOD  Linda Spilek peaks out from behind a Christmas tree at last Saturday’s St. Teresa 
of Avila Catholic Church Snowflake Bazaar and Craft Show. The event raised $5,000 for ‘extras’ at the 
church.

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME Elmira’s Kevan Mighton (left) dug 
some cans out of the cupboard when collector Nicholas Weber came 
calling on Nov. 27.
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buyingtime
[ S A V E  T I M E  TO  S P E N D  L ATE R  ]

OVER 100 B IG NAME STORES |  THE BAY • ZELLERS • ZEHRS • WINNERS • SPORT CHEK • GALAXY CINEMAS |   519.8 8 6.5 5 00 |  WWW.CONESTOGAMALL .COM 

G I F T  C E R T I F I C AT E S   I A V A I L A B L E  I N  D E N O M I N AT I O N S  O F  
$ 10 ,  $ 2 0 ,  $ 5 0  AT  T H E  I N F O  B O O T H .
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