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 ISSUE:  VOL 9, NO. 17          ONLINE EDITION AVAILABLE:  www.woolwichobserver.com                    ▼ THIS WEEK’S OPINION:  New subdivision is getting back on track   PAGE 8             

▼ See BIA page 7

Up close and personal 
with farm animals

OMB appeal delays raceway development
Work slated to begin this spring must wait until dispute is resolved

▼ See OMB page 7

BIA seeking  
support for its 
expansion plan

Organization wants more 
money to fund its beautification

and marketing efforts

New home for local 
photo studio ▼ PAGE 25

����������������������3 Bdrm. Two Storey Townhomes 
from $158,900*

* PRECONSTRUCTION PRICES

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Semi-Detached Homes 
from $173,650*

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE ON 
BROOKMEAD ST. IN ELMIRA

Saturdays & Sundays 1:30-4:30 
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Marcia Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

747-0231

Money pours into Elora coffers
Township nets almost $400,000 in first payment for new slots facility

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Centre Wellington town-
ship hit the jackpot 
this week, receiving 
its first share of cash 

generated from the slot ma-

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Not known for the 
steeplechase dur-
ing its years of op-
eration, the Elmira 

Raceway site is facing a new 
hurdle on its trek to become 

chines at Elora’s Grand River 
Raceway.

In an official ceremony held 
at the raceway grounds Apr. 20, 
the Ontario Lottery and Gam-
ing Corporation presented  
township Mayor Russ Spicer 
with a cheque for $394,470.  

“I assure you that it will be 
put to very good use in Centre 
Wellington for all the constitu-
ents … and we look forward to 
many more [cheques],” said 
Spicer addressing some 50 peo-
ple in the raceway’s front hall.

The money was presented 

by gaming corporation senior 
vice-president Bob Kozniuk 
and represents the township’s 
portion of the slot machine 
non-tax revenue generated in 
the first four months of opera-
tion – Dec. 6,  2003 to Mar. 31, 
2004.

The township receives five-
per-cent of gross revenue gen-
erated from the 200 slot ma-
chines. An additional 20 per 
cent of the total revenues from 
slots is split evenly between 
the track owners and harness 

a residential subdivision – an 
area resident has launched an 
appeal of the plan.

The move effectively halts 
work on the site pending a re-
view at the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB).

Albert Norris, who has spo-
ken out against the validity of 

the Woolwich Agricultural So-
ciety’s sale of the land, submit-
ted an appeal to the Region of 
Waterloo Apr. 14, the last day of 
appeal eligibility. The region is 
responsible for final approval 
of plans of subdivision cleared 
by Woolwich Township.

“The subdivision is no longer 

in our hands – it goes to the 
OMB,” explained Kevin Eby, 
the region’s director of commu-
nity planning, who said staff is 
now preparing files to forward 
to the provincial body. “The 
project is now solely in the pos-
session of the board.”

The OMB will then decide 

how the challenge will 
progress, he noted, adding 
the subdivision’s developer 
may ask the board to hold a 
quick hearing to determine 
the validity of the appeal. A 
similar tactic was success-
ful during last year’s appeal 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Commercial business owners in Elmira will 
be polled to gauge support for plans to ex-
pand the Business Improvement Area (BIA) 
to include the entire town. Meeting Apr. 20, 

councillors approved holding an information night 
to measure response from those who would be af-
fected.

The BIA, a committee of council, exists under a 
township mandate, operating on taxes collected un-
der a special levy on businesses in the core. Current-
ly, 79 property owners – some 94 businesses – pay the 

▼ See ELMIRA’S page 4

PETER CRISCIONE

LEAPING OVER HURDLES  EDSS junior and senior boys rugby teams squared off against Cambridge’s Preston High School at John Mahood PS 
Apr. 20. Adam Williams attempts to break through the onslaught of opponents eager to get the ball.  Read the story on page 16.

▼ PAGE 15
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Dogged pursuits
Lions Club member finds retirement joy in training guide dogs

   ▼  WOOLWICH & WELLESLEY RESIDENTS HAVEN’T BEEN THIS INFORMED.....SINCE WE OPENED UP SHOP  •  THE BEST SOURCE FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. PERIOD!

Pedestrian struck by 
vehicle in St. Jacobs

JULIE JOCSAK

Big payoff for camper

OMB to hear Breslau 
land compensation
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A PASSION FOR ANIMALS  As a part of Earth Day Apr.22, St. Jacobs Lions Club president Ron Ross addressed students of Park Manor Public School about guide 
dogs. The 59-year-old retiree helps train dogs for the Lions club program, which provides canines to people with disabilities. 

Going to the well

Woolwich firefighters 
have fundraising pull

An elderly Etobicoke man was charged 
with ‘careless driving’ after his vehicle struck 
a pedestrian and a parked car on King Street 
in St. Jacobs shortly after noon Apr. 16. 
The man told police he was backing 

through a parking lot onto the street 
when he confused the gas and brake 
peddles and accelerated onto the road-
way. In doing so, the vehicle clipped a 
passing pedestrian and struck a vehicle 
parked on the opposite side of the street. 
The pedestrian was taken to Grand River 
Hospital, where they were treated and 
released with non-life threatening in-
juries. Both vehicles received moderate 
damage in the collision.

When Elmira’s Jeff Gruneberg first 
climbed the ladder outside Elmira Home 
Hardware to his camping perch, the store 
manager hoped to collect $5,000 (an 
incorrect figure appeared last week) for 
the Canadian Cancer Society by spending 
nearly a weeks on the roof. By the time 
he climbed back down last Saturday (Apr. 
17) he had pulled in $12,908 in dona-
tions, though a little more is expected to 
trickle in from yet-uncollected pledges. 
Many of the donations – there were no 

particularly large quantities contributed 
– were deposited in a bucket that hung 
from the roof. Several contributions, from 
both individuals and local businesses, ex-
ceeded $100, including $319 collected by 
students from Riverside PS.

For the third straight year, Woolwich 
firefighters carry the crown as fundrais-
ing champions in the Lung Association’s 
Pull for Kids event. Representatives from 
the local volunteer stations collected 
$4,347 in support of their competitive 
effort to drag a fire truck for 18-metres 
faster than anyone else.
In the end, the Waterloo Regional Po-

lice Harness Bulls were recognized as the 
fastest pullers – for the second year in a 
row – during the Apr. 17 festivities held 
in Waterloo.
Overall, the 18 teams collected $33,750 

for local Lung Association programs and 
support services, setting a new record. 
The top individual fundraiser was Jason 
Martin of the Woolwich squad. Martin 
raised $1,780.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Since retiring two years ago, Ron Ross 
has dedicated his days to helping 
train animals for people in need.

The St. Jacobs Lions Club presi-
dent, actively involved in the service clubs’ 
guide-dog program, brought his experi-
ences to the students of Park Manor Public 
School Apr. 22. 

“I remember reading a line in another ser-
vice organization’s creed once that said ser-
vice to humanity is the best work of life,” he 
said referring to what inspired him to get 
involved with community service.      

 “I guess maybe you can say that was due 
to my upbringing. Be thankful for what 
you have and help those less fortunate than 
yourself. That’s the way I was [raised].”

The animals he works with are also 
meant to serve – on this day, Ross provided 
students with a brief glimpse into the life 
of a working dog, giving a demonstration 
and seminar on the subject.

Being involved with the Lions for many 
years, Ross said he had often heard about a 
guide-dog program organized by the group 

that was geared to providing blind and 
disabled people with canines.

The average cost to train and maintain 
an animal can climb as high as $20,000. To 
help alleviate that burden, the Lions club 
helps these individuals offset the expense.

Although initially reluctant to take part 
in it, Ross said he eventually saw the good 
he could accomplish by working with 
guide dogs and decided to join.

So for the past two years, this 59-year-
old has spent his retirement days training 
dogs for the less fortunate.

“I guess you might call it a passion,” he said. 
“ It’s a love [of animals], and we do it because 
there are people out there less fortunate than 
we – the dogs are going to help somebody, and 
that’s why we do it. It’s not for any glory.

“Both my wife and I are members of the St. 
Jacobs Lions and, of course, we knew about 
the program,” he explained, saying that 
while he and his wife were still working, 
the training was too big a commitment. 

“I kept on saying ‘no, no, no’ until the ‘no’ 
turned into a ‘yes,’” he said. 

Ross’ love of animals is not recent by 
any stretch of the imagination. As a child 
growing up in Toronto, Ross said it was 

very seldom he was not in the company of 
some sort of furry creature. He had every-
thing as a kid, from pet dogs and cats to 
– for a week, anyway – a monkey. 

“I love animals, period. And always have, 
I guess,” he said.

Ross has managed to translate that love of 
animals into a chance to train dogs for peo-
ple with disabilities. In addition to train-
ing dogs for the blind, Ross also instructs 
canines to be used by the deaf and people 
with physical handicaps. 

“The only thing we can’t do is teach the 
dogs how to iron or fold clothes,” he said 
with a laugh.

In the end, Ross said he doesn’t mind put-
ting up with some of the downsides associ-
ated with dealing with animals. For him, 
the worst part is not waking up in the 
middle of the night to tend to an animal. 
Rather, he said, the hard part is eventually 
having to give them back.      

“Does it hurt to give them back? Well if I 
said ‘no,’ you wouldn’t buy that with all the 
tea in China. It does hurt to give up a dog, 
but the trick is to make sure your request 
for your next dog is in before you have to 
give [the current one] up.”

The ongoing dispute between the owner 
of the Breslau Hotel and Waterloo Region 
reached the Ontario Municipal Board this 
week. The provincial agency held a pre-
hearing telephone conference with the 
parties Apr. 20.
A mediation date of Sept. 13 was set. 

Failing that, a hearing would begin Dec. 
6. Ten days have been set aside for the 
hearing, which would determine com-
pensation for land expropriated by the 
region, said director of legal services 
Debra Arnold.
The region was unable to reach a deal 

with owner Paul Stergiou as it purchased 
land for the Breslau bypass roadway now 
under construction. The $10 million proj-
ect is slated to open in late August.

Meeting Apr. 20, Woolwich councillors 
approved plans  for a public meeting to 
discuss a bylaw governing private wells 
in Elmira. Under consideration will be a 
ban on wells in NDMA plume area under 
Elmira, where other options exist.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
FOR CANADIAN FARMERS

The Government of Canada is investing $995 million to help farmers make
the transition to the new Canadian Agricultural Income Stabilization (CAIS)
program. The Transitional Industry Support Program (TISP) includes a
direct payment to cattle producers and a general payment to all farmers.

Direct Payment for Cattle and Ruminants
The direct payment to producers of cattle and other ruminants is a per head
payment based on inventories of eligible animals as of December 23, 2003.
Producers of cattle, bison, sheep, goats, elk and deer are eligible.

To apply, farmers need to complete a form reporting their inventory as
of December 23, 2003. Payments will be made within 30 days of form
receipt. Application forms are available online at www.agr.gc.ca/tisp or
by calling 1-866-367-8506.

Note: Some program details may be subject to change.

General Transition Payment
Farmers will receive a payment based on their income history. Cheques will begin
to be mailed in late April. Individuals, corporations, trusts, co-operatives and
communal organizations reporting farming income (or loss) for 2002 for income
tax purposes are eligible for the transition payment. Status Indians farming on a
reserve are also eligible. Note: supply managed commodities are excluded.

NISA participants and producers who received a Risk Management
Funding payment in the last two years will automatically receive a
payment. Others must apply. Application forms are available online
at www.agr.gc.ca/tisp or by calling 1-866-367-8506.

Canadian Farm Income Program (CFIP)
The federal government is providing an additional $65 million to farmers
for final payments under the CFIP 2002 program. Farmers who applied for
and received a payment under the 2002 program will automatically
receive a cheque.

Farmers who have questions or would like more
information are invited to call 1-866-367-8506.

horse association. The re-
maining 75 per cent goes 
to the province.

The first cheque “is in 
the upper end of what I 
expected,” Spicer said re-
ferring to pre-announce-
ment speculation. “I ex-
pected it to be between 
$300,000 and $400,000, 
and it is in that range.”

With the tap into a 
well of gambling rev-
enue, Spicer said council 
would take a wait-and-
see approach for the mo-
ment. However, the cash 
will likely be spent on 
capital ventures such as 
infrastructure projects.

“Council has determined 
at this point only, over the 
course of the first year, to 
put into reserves the mon-
ey that comes from here. 
At that time we will then 
know what the potential is 
for generating funding,” 
he said. “We do not want 
to include it into our oper-
ating funds because if in 
any quarter it fell short, 
our only other source of 
income would be to go to 
the taxpayer, and we don’t 
want to do that. We’re go-
ing to put it into reserves 
– when we see what it gen-
erates in one year, then 
we will determine it.” 

While the raceway’s 

move from Elmira to 
Elora was at the centre 
of much controversy 
in recent years, Spicer 
said the success of the 
new raceway might ease 
the concerns of those 
opposed to the project 
– considering some of the 
good the venue affords 
such as money to health 
care.    

“I think to some ex-
tent it (the raceway) is 
welcome. When it was 
first being located here, 
there was obviously a lot 
of concern about its im-
age in our community. 
I think it perhaps will 
[smooth] over some of 
the issues, but I think 
that a number of people 
are still concerned about 
the nature of the facility, 
the nature of the busi-
ness and we are hopeful 
that it is not destructive 
to any of our families in 
our community or any 
other community.”

The Woolwich Agri-
cultural Society, which 
operated the grounds in 
Elmira for decades, pro-
posed the development 
of a new slot facility in 
Elmira – and eventually 
Breslau – but township 
council rejected both 
bids. The raceway was 
subsequently moved to 

Elora.
The Woolwich-based 

agricultural volunteer 
group ran various events 
at the raceway, most no-
tably Elmira’s annual 
fall fair.

“It’s exciting and things 
are happening. The 
buildings are wonderful 
and everything is falling 
into place,” said Joanne 
Holt, the Ag. Society’s 

second vice-president. 
“Things happened for 
the better; we can move 
on and we can do great 
things now. We have the 
facilities and the ability 
now to provide more to 
our needs than we have 
before.”       

Since opening its 
doors Dec. 6, the race-
way has attracted more 
than 189,000 visitors, or 
roughly 1,600 patrons 
per day.

According to the facil-
ity’s general manager, 
Ted Clarke, business will 
only get better – he antic-
ipates operations to pick 
up with the first race day 
slated for Apr. 26.

“We expect that sum-
mer will be better than 
winter,” Clarke said re-
ferring to the anticipated 
traffic flow. “We expect 
to be busy.”

Clarke said the venue 
has established its place 

as a fixture in Centre 
Wellington very quickly.

“We’re hoping that we 
can certainly reverse 
the trend of downward 
attendance that we saw 
in Elmira as the facil-
ity changed and fell out 
of the ranks of competi-
tive purses – we’re quite 
hopeful that there will 
be a resurgence of rac-
ing.”

In his speech, Kozniuk 
referenced job creation 
as one of the key benefits 
garnered by the com-
munity as a result of the 
raceway.

To date, the gaming of-
ficial noted, about 140 
direct jobs have been 
established in Centre 
Wellington alone – with 
more than 3,200 direct 
jobs and 7,000 new full-
time jobs in the agricul-
tural sector province 
wide, he noted.

In addition, a portion 
of the annual gross rev-
enue from slot machines 
from the racetracks and 
charity casinos goes to 
the Ministry of Health 
for problem gambling 
prevention, research and 
public awareness. The 
remaining provincial 
revenues from the slot 
machine program will 
be directed to provincial 
priorities such as health 
care. 

Elmira’s raceway now a jackpot for neighbour

JULIE JOCSAK

Continued from cover

ALL THAT DOUGH  Center Wellington Township got its first share of non tax revenue generated from 
Grand River Raceway Apr. 20. Ontario Lottery and Gaming senior vice-president Bob Kozniuk (middle) 
presented township Mayor Russ Spicer (right) with a cheque for $394,470.   
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An investigation 
into child pornog-
raphy recently 

led police to a Wellesley-
area residence, where 
a 78-year-old man was 
charged with possession.

No details about the 
quantity or nature of the 
material were released, 
nor were details on how 
the man was brought to 
the force’s attention. 

“We’d love to get into 
that, but unfortunately it 
impacts other investiga-
tions,” Waterloo Regional 
Police Staff Sgt. Bryan 
Larkin said in refusing 
comment on how they 
learned of the man’s pos-
session of the material.

“The complexity of this 
investigation and the 
sensitivity somewhat 
forces us to remain un-
derground in the way 
we’re doing business.”

Officers executed a 
search warrant at the 

Wellesley-area 
man charged 

with child porn 
possession

Computer equipment, digital media 
seized from 78-year-old’s home

man’s home in March, at 
which time the computer 
equipment and other 
materials were seized. 
Charges followed on Apr. 
8.

“Specialty officers who 
are trained in computer-
based crime have to go 
through and analyze. 
Based on a preliminary 
analysis of the seized 
material, that’s when we 
believed we had enough 
grounds for arrest,” Lar-
kin explained.

“We would have come 
forward if there were any 
public safety fears or any-
thing as such. We always 
do risk assessments,” he 
added, noting the man 
wasn’t known to be in the 
care of any children.

Charged with one count 
of possession of child 
pornography is John 
McRuer.

McRuer appeared in 
a Kitchener courtroom 
Wednesday (Apr. 21), at 
which time the case was 
postponed to May 19.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With costs rising 
and revenues 
stalled, more 

farmers are opting to dis-
pose of their deadstock 
by digging a hole rather 
than picking up a phone. 
But when the proper tech-
niques aren’t used, there 
can be health risks, warn 
officials.

The use of licenced dead-
stock collectors has fallen 
drastically since the mad-
cow scare took hold last 
May, driven in part by 
increased disposal fees. 
According to industry es-
timates, about 450 tonnes 
more per week of dead-
stock are being buried 
and/or composted on On-
tario farms compared to a 
year ago.

“It’s straight cost,” Jeff 
Stager, past-president of 
the Waterloo Federation of 
Agriculture said of what’s 
driving the trend. Farm-
ers, particularly cattle 
farmers, he explained, 
have already been feel-
ing the economic pinch of 
the U.S. ban on Canadian 
beef and, when hit with in-
creases to collection fees, 

Farmers opting for burial 
over deadstock collection

Disposal fees up, revenues down; farmers taking cheapest option
they’re deciding to take 
the less expensive route of 
burial or compost.

“I certainly do remember 
when they used to pay you. 
It wasn’t that far back, 
probably … three years 
ago,” he said of deadstock 
collection fees.

Under the Dead Animal 
Disposal Act, there are 
three options for dispos-
ing of deadstock: burial 
under two feed of dry or-
ganic matter, away from 
water courses; a licenced 
deadstock collector; and 
composting, for smaller 
animals. One of the op-
tions must be exercised 
within two days of death.

Similar to the farmers 
looking to sell their live-
stock, deadstock collec-
tors have been bruised 
by the closure of the U.S. 
border. The petfood in-
dustry has virtually shut 
its doors and meat/bone 
meal rendering facilities 
are now charging for what 
used to be a free service, 
explained Jeff Murray, 
president of Oxford Dead-
stock, which services part 
of Woolwich Township.

“We used to get paid a 
little bit or a free pickup 
and now they’re charging 

us $62 a tonne to get rid of 
that stuff,” he said of the 
collected deadstock taken 
for rendering. “That’s why 
there had to be charges 
put back to the farmer to 
cover the disposal. Envi-
ronmental disposal is now 
what the business is.”

Charges for collection 
vary depending on the 
area, but local costs are 
in the $30 to $50 per cow 
range, he said, adding 
calves carry a $10 charge.

While the increase in 
burials doesn’t raise any 
alarm bells for local health 
officials, that level of com-

fort would fade quickly 
if farmers aren’t diligent 
in following the act and 
properly disposing of car-
casses.

“Presumably, if you bury 
them in a good location 
where it’s not near a well 
and there isn’t access to 
anybody, then it isn’t go-
ing to be that much of 
a problem,” explained 
Cathy Egan, director of 
environmental health for 
the Waterloo Region Pub-
lic Health Department.

However, if the carcasses 
are left sitting for more 

▼ See COSTS page 6

SHALLOW GRAVE  A dead cow finds its final resting place in a 
shallow uncovered grave alongside  the Trans Canada Trail near 
Wallenstein Apr. 19.
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1-800-565-8603
or visit our website at www.dart.on.ca

Are Drugs or Alcohol 
Affecting Your Life?

We can help.
If you are concerned about your own, or someone else’s use 

of alcohol or drugs, the Drug and Alcohol Treatment Infoline 
(DART) can guide you to the help you need. 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A dogfight is brewing 
in the south end of 
Woolwich Town-

ship as neighbours try to 
prevent the construction 
of a large kennel opera-
tion on a Hopewell Creek 
Road farm.

Residents of the small 
residential cluster – lo-
cated in an area between 
Bloomingdale and Bre-
slau – say noise is their 
primary concern as the 
purchaser of the 42-acre 

Plan barking up wrong tree, say neighbours
Residents of Hopewell Creek Road cluster oppose kennel application

site attempts to establish 
a kennel housing up to 
150 dogs.

Half-a-dozen spoke out 
against the project Apr. 
20 at Woolwich council.

Applicant Jaymie Crook 
recently purchased the 
property intending to du-
plicate a business he and 
his wife operate in Lon-
don, Ont – Country Paws 
Boarding.

Although a staff report 
recommended approving 
the application, council-
lors decided they needed 
more time to review the 

project, deferring a deci-
sion until the next com-
mittee-of-the-whole meet-
ing May. 4. They intend 
to organize a group trip, 
including neighbours in-
terested in going, to visit 
the existing operation in 
London.

Crook welcomed the op-
portunity, saying neigh-
bours around his London 
operation have no com-
plaints about the noise 
since it opened in 1998.

“It is nowhere near how 
you could ever think of it 
in your head as 150 dogs 
running  loose on their 
own volition in our facil-
ity – that’s not how we do 
business,” he said.

“Essentially, we provide 
dog-boarding vacations – 
it’s a boarding resort for 
dogs. People who go away 
on vacation, or people 
who work all day, there’s 
been a huge demand … 
for topnotch dog-care ser-
vices,” he added, explain-
ing the dogs are well su-
pervised.

Neighbours, however, 
were skeptical, express-
ing a variety of concerns 
about noise, environmen-
tal damage and traffic is-
sues.

Others, including neigh-
bour Andy Schlupp, ex-

pressed concerns about 
the pace of the process, 
concerns shared by coun-
cillors as the moved to de-
fer the decision.

“I feel this is not very 
fair to the neighbour-
hood, as we are basically 
just a residential area, 
even though it’s on ag-
ricultural property,” he 
said, adding residents 
were circulating a peti-
tion in opposition to the 
plan – “We’ve never had 
anybody turn us down to 
sign the petition.”

No matter the assur-
ances, neighbours are 
convinced there will be 
noise problems at the site, 
Schlupp said.

“We have three packs of 
coyotes in the surround-
ing bush, and at 3 or 4 
in the morning, a lot of 
times we will hear them 
barking.”

He also questioned 
the potential impact on 
property values, saying 
approval of the project 
would force him to con-
sider legal action to com-
pensate for any losses.

For Erich Koller, the 
kennel would disrupt the 
sense of community es-
tablished in the area.

“We’re objecting to an 
issue that’s going to af-

fect our lives. We don’t 
know why we have to 
fight so much and there’s 
so much objection to our 
objections.”

Echoing concerns 
raised by other neigh-
bours, Kevin Thaler said 
the kennel would have an 
impact on wildlife in the 
area, perhaps discourag-
ing the deer, goose and 
duck populations from 
making use of the sur-
rounding woodlots and 
swamplands.

But noise remains the 
number-one issue, he 
said, noting that he often 
hears lone dogs barking 
– “my own dog barks” – at 
distant farms: “What’s 
going to happen when 150 
dogs are barking?”

If council approves the 
project and it proves 
more troublesome than 
expected, neighbours 
will be left with few op-
tions, he added.

“Once it’s there, what’s 
our recourse? Once it’s 
up, it’s up.”

For his part, Crook ar-
gued that every effort 
would be made to reduce 
the amount of noise. He 
has hired an acoustical 
engineer to design the fa-
cility, with plans to make 
use of natural and man-

made sound barriers.
“If we’re only going to 

agree on one thing to-
night, clearly it’s going to 
be the fact that noise is the 
biggest concern,” he said, 
noting he believes he can 
build a facility that deals 
with neighbourhood con-
cerns.

However, he added, 
he couldn’t guarantee 
neighours would nev-
er hear a dog barking 
– “But that’s a long way 
from contravening noise 
bylaws as I understand 
them.” 

The scale of the opera-
tion also raised eyebrows 
among councillors, who 
wanted more informa-
tion before making any 
decision on approving a 
kennel licence.

Most kennels are sec-
ondary uses on existing 
agricultural properties 
– often an on-farm busi-
ness to supplement in-
come – noted Coun. Mur-
ray Martin. In this case, 
the site would be used 
primarily for the kennel.

“This is a primary use. 
When you get 150 dogs … 
that’s a commercial use. 
I think we need to think 
about that.”

Council plans to address 
the issue again May 4.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A group of local 
farmers hopes to 
promote local pro-

duce at wholesale auction 
on a farm north of Elmi-
ra. Arnold M. Bowman 
has applied for a zone 
change to allow the ven-
ture on his 27-acre farm 
property on Reid Woods 
Drive – a public meeting 
was held Apr. 20 at Wool-
wich council chambers to 
discuss the plan.

Under a proposal sub-
mitted to the township, 
the cooperative venture 
would see the construc-
tion of an 8,000-square-
foot building on the site; 

Growers’ group aims to start 
produce auction on area farm

Requests zone change on Reid Woods Drive farm
some three acres of the 
total would be used for 
the operation, with the 
remainder continuing as 
pastureland.

Spokesman Ornan Mar-
tin said some 50 or 60 ven-
dors would bring their 
goods to the auction site, 
which would be open only 
to wholesalers – large-
scale customers such as 
grocers, restaurants and 
institutional buyers.

In response to a question 
from Coun. Murray Mar-
tin, he said the auction 
would be operated six 
months out of the year, 
initially two or three 
days per week, with the 
possibility of expanding 
up to six days a week.

The Waterloo Federation 
of Agriculture’s Craig 
Martin said the organiza-
tion supports the project, 
which is a new concept in 
Canada, but one that has 
worked well in the United 
States.

“It’s a way to supple-
ment farm income, to 
generate more revenue 
… and to encourage 
[vegetable crop] produc-
tion.”

A farm site is preferred 
for this operation, he 
said, because of its sea-
sonal nature – locating to 
a commercial area would 
be cost-prohibitive. Com-
mercial or industrial set-
tings are not practical for 
farmers, who would be 

delivering goods to auc-
tion using tractors and 
horse-drawn vehicles, he 
added, drawing compari-
son to grain elevators in 
the rural areas.

No objections or con-
cerns were raised at the 
meeting.

In other business, a pub-
lic meetings was also held 
to discuss a zone change at 
Wintermar Farms (Crib-
its Seeds) at 265 Katherine 
St. S. Owner Quentin Mar-
tin said he plans to expand 
the operation, which re-
quires a reclassification to 
permit ‘farm-related use’ 
designation. Currently, 
the zoning classifies the 
seed operation as an ‘on-
farm business.’

than two days prior to 
burial or aren’t buried 
at an appropriate depth, 
the level of concern rises 
sharply, she added.

“My biggest fear in that 
situation is that a child 
would come in contact 
with that. There’s prob-
ably all kinds of bacteria 
and pathogenic organisms 
that could be breeding 
in that environment. Of 
course, if you have flies or 

other animals having ac-
cess to it, they become vec-
tors that would pick up the 
pathogens and transmit 
them outside of that area 
as well.”

In general, local farm-
ers have shown a willing-
ness to abide by the act, 
added Stager.

“If we thought it posed a 
health hazard, we could 
take action. We would 
look at it and assess the 
risk and then decide if we 

need to take some action 
to protect public health,” 
noted Egan.

Burials and/or compost-
ing will become more fre-
quent if the U.S. border 
doesn’t open up soon, 
predicted Stager.

“It seems to me that 
most farmers have sur-
plus cattle sitting around. 
The good news is, the 
guys aren’t just killing 
them and burying them 
just because they’re a 

cost, they’re holding on 
to them. They may have 
kept cattle last year be-
cause they filled their 
silo [with corn/feed]and 
hoped the situation will 
go away quickly, but now 
we’re at a new season,” 
he said, suggesting more 
farmers will be tempted 
to sell their corn and kill 
the animals, which would 
have otherwise eaten it.

“Hopefully, that border 
gets open this year.”

Costs driving do-it-yourself disposal
Continued from page 5
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of the Thomasfield Homes 
subdivision in Breslau.

That, in fact, is what the 
developer, Carlisle, Ont.-
based 1562772 Ontario 
Inc., intends to do.

Tony Matich said Apr. 
21 he expects the matter 
would be settled in quick 
order, perhaps in time to 
continue with plans to 
begin work on the site in 
early May.

“They (OMB) should 
decide easily to let us 
go ahead, with no prob-
lems.”

The project would see 
the development of 200 
residential units – a mix 
of single-family, semi-
detached and townhouse 
designs – at the former 
Elmira Raceway lands 
on Snyder Avenue. Un-
der the plan approved by 
Woolwich council, the 
raceway development 
is not likely to get going 
until the middle of 2005, 
with the possible excep-
tion of a block dedicated 
for specialized seniors’ 
project: townhouse bun-
galows.

Redevelopment plans 

special tax that provides 
the BIA its annual budget 
of $30,000. As with other 
BIAs across the province, 
the group’s mandate is 
beautification and mar-
keting of the core.

Under a proposal submit-
ted to council, the Elmira 
BIA’s geographic bound-
aries would grow to cov-
er the entire community, 
more than doubling the 
number of members, and 
providing a levy of some 
$65,000. Membership and 
the related tax payments 
assessed through prop-
erty tax bills are manda-
tory.

Expansion plans, in the 
works for about three 
years, would address the 
organization’s need for 
more money, said interim 
chair Hugh Weltz.

“There’s a limited 
amount of money for the 
things we want to do, 
even for beautification. 
You can’t do a lot with 
$30,000.”

Repairs are needed to 
spruce up past upgrades 
in the core, and the BIA 
hopes to coordinate ef-
forts between the various 
commercial areas in the 
town, he added.

“The downtown isn’t 
just the downtown. If we 
get [an expanded area], 

at the 42-acre site also 
call for some 6.2 acres to 
be sold to the township 
for future expansion of 
the arena and pool com-
plexes and a portion for 
the school board to pro-
vide recreational fields 
for Elmira District Sec-
ondary School. As well, 
Woolwich Township and 
the Elmira Lions Club 
have joined to purchase 
the former Carriage Hall 
building and two acres of 
land.

Those plans, however, 
are on hold pending a de-
cision at the OMB, said 
director of engineering 
and planning Dave Gos-
nay.

“Nothing can be re-
solved until any appeals 
are dealt with,” he said, 
noting the recreational 
land deal is contingent 
on the subdivision going 
ahead.

The township “fully 
expects” to be involved 
in the appeal process, 
defending council’s deci-
sion to support the proj-
ect, Gosnay added.

No date has been set for 
any action on the appeal.

then everybody feels like 
we’re all in it together.”

BIA marketing efforts 
currently support non-
member businesses in 
Elmira, he said; expan-
sion would see others 
help pay for those efforts 
– “They benefit; why 
shouldn’t they contribute 
to it?”

The organization has 
not sought feedback from 
businesses outside the 
current BIA zone, but 
no complaints have been 
heard, either, as the ex-
pansion plans have been 
discussed, Weltz noted.

“If people are unhappy, 
then it doesn’t work,” he 
said of the expansion.

Under the provincial 
Municipal Act, council 
may not approve the ex-
pansion if one-third of 
businesses operators op-
pose the plan. That figure 
refers to objectors respon-
sible for one-third of the 
total business property 
taxes within the existing 
BIA area, or objectors re-
sponsible for one-third of 
the total business proper-
ty taxes within the area 
that would be added to 
the BIA zone.

Notices will be sent out 
to all appropriate busi-
nesses within the greater 
zone. No date has been set 
for the public meeting.

BIA sees role in 
town-wide plan

Continued from cover

OMB appeal  
latest hurdle in 
raceway saga

Continued from cover

OUR 
‘HOME’ 
AND 
NATIVE 
LAND

JULIE JOCSAK

HOME DELIVERY 
Home Hardware 
pioneer Walter 
Hachborn addresses 
the audience at the 
Apr. 19 unveiling of 
a new Canada Post 
stamp honouring 
the  company’s 40th 
anniversary. The 
ceremony, held at the 
St. Jacobs head office, 
was part of year-long 
celebrations.
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“I assure you that it will be put to very good use … and we 
look forward to many more [cheques].”

Centre Wellington Township Mayor Russ Spicer, on 
accepting a cheque for $394,000 for the first four 
months of operation at the new raceway.

» The essence of hockey
As the area erupts in playoff fever, 
local groups are promoting that most 
quintessential of Canadian pastimes: 
road hockey. Playing on the “street” 
shows our year-round passion for the 
game, enjoyed in every season. The 
fundraising aspect is a bonus.

» Paging Mick Jagger?
Just as the tourism season is start-
ing, reports from China say SARS 
has resurfaced. Last year’s outbreak, 
quickly transferred to Toronto, had a 
devastating impact on the economy, 
with troubling ripples that travelled 
all the way to this region.

» Streets less safe
In an increasingly common scene, 
a Toronto woman was hit by stray 
bullets from a drive-by shooting as 
she and her daughter ordered food 
at a restaurant counter. This is one 
Americanization trend we need to 
nip in the bud.

Crooks ain’t likely to admit their crimes
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Subdivision getting
back on track

Iraqis not buying

Are you as surprised 
as me that no one 
is admittin’ how 

they stole that money in 
the sponsorship scandal? 
I see how another one of 
them talkin’ to the com-
mittee says he didn’t do 
nothin’ wrong – I guess 
the whole lot of them is 
nothin’ but angels.

The real surprise would 
be someone steppin’ up 
and admittin’ they took 
the money. Just like the 
crooks in the courts, that 
ain’t likely to happen.

Problem is that all them 
folks think they had it 
comin’ as far as the graft 
went. All them political 
types figure the money’s 
theirs to do whatever 
they like, and all the pa-
tronage types think it’s 
only fair they get a share 
of the pie – the taxpayers 
be damned.

If you’ve been followin’ 
the committee hear-
ings, you know we’ve 
been hearin’ nothin’ but 
hot air. The politicos is 
all squabblin’, trying to 
make political points, 
and those testifyin’ be-
fore ‘em is all claimin’ 
they’re as pure as the 
driven snow. That’s fine 
and dandy, except that 
ain’t none of us buyin’ 
it: we all know they’re a 

bunch of cheats, liars and 
crooks, just about every 
last one of ‘em.

Don’t go lookin’ for no 
truth in all of this, never 
mind gettin’ back your 
money – in fact, they’re 
just wasting more with 
this dog-and-pony show.

PROCREATIN’ LOSIN’ OUT 
TO RECREATIN’

Seems like we ain’t bein’ 
fruitful and multiplyin’ 
like we is supposed to: 
Canadians is havin’ less 
kids all the time, or so 
says Statistics Canada.

We ain’t even havin’ 
enough kids to keep our 
number steady – there 
ain’t no way we’re gonna 
grow.

Some folks say times is 
tough, so they ain’t havin’ 
kids on account of it bein’ 
too expensive. Bullfeath-
ers, I’d say. We is a whole 
bunch richer than we 
used to be – though plen-
ty of folks is hooked on 
the evils of credit – when 
folks like me was startin’ 
out. When I was a lad, 
we didn’t have nothin’ 
– nobody had nothin’. But 
I knew plenty of good, 

solid families with six, 
seven or eight kids, and 
some into the double dig-
its. You don’t need money 
to do what’s right by your 
family.

I think it’s more about 
folks bein’ more selfish 
and not stickin’ to good 
family values. We got 
plenty of folks shackin’ 
up without gettin’ the 
church’s blessing, and 
plenty of young women 
gettin’ in the family way 
with no man at home, but 
we ain’t got the respect 
for committin’ to a prop-
er family. 

Young folks don’t got the 
right priorities when it 
comes to dedicatin’ them-
selves to a lovin’ family.

SPRING PUTS A BOUNCE 
IN BOB’S STEP

If you’re like me – or you 
wish you was – you’re 
happy to see all this real 
spring-like weather of 
late. It certainly makes a 
fella feel like life’s on the 
upswing – and I ain’t just 
talkin’ about the golf.

In fact, even the wife 
is complainin’ a lot less 
about me bein’ such a 

grump – just a little less, 
mind you. Though you 
can expect the grousing 
to begin again on account 
of the golf, just like just 
about every other wife on 
the planet – must be some 
kind of woman thing to 
get all out of sorts about 
the husband goin’ out for 
a little fresh air and exer-
cise. And don’t even get 
her goin’ about the hunt-
in’ and fishin’ – she makes 
that Steve Galea’s wife 
seem like a real booster.

Still, it’s a fine time to 
be out of doors, what with 
the birds out in full force 
singin’ (when they ain’t 
duckin’ all them darn 
cats) and a few things 
startin’ to bloom. It’s 
good to see farmers out 
plowin’ the fields—you 
know it’s spring when 
city folks start harpin’ 
about the smell—where 
there’s furrows instead 
of snowdrifts.

Bluer skies and greener 
greens is tonic for them 
eyes of mine – but like I 
told the wife, just ‘cause 
I’m disposed to be a little 
more relaxed, it don’t 
mean the lefties and oth-
er bleeding hearts is get-
tin’ a free ride. The warm 
sunshine feels nice, but it 
ain’t makin’ my head any 
softer.

A year ago at this time, the war in Iraq was 
“winding down,” just a short while to go be-
fore U.S. President George W. Bush declared 
victory and pronounced major hostilities 

over. The announcement was made without irony, and 
with no foresight into the complete mess that exists in 
Iraq today.

As the “official” war was winding down, Newton Mi-
now, the former White House telecommunications offi-
cer, described the conundrum in a magazine interview: 
“American marketing talent is successfully selling 
Madonna’s music, Pepsi Cola and Coca-Cola, Michael 
Jordan’s shoes and McDonald’s hamburgers around the 
world . . . Yet, the United States government has tried to 
get its message of freedom and democracy out to the one 
billion Muslims in the world, and can’t seem to do it.”

Quite simply, the Iraqi people don’t like being occupied 
– they’re not buying what the Americans are selling.

Nobody in the Bush Administration will ever admit 
it, but renewed overtures to the United Nations show 
the U.S. is worried it’s in over its head in Iraq. The little 
jaunt into that country to neutralize Saddam Hussein 
has become the quagmire many predicted it would, de-
spite the protests and assurances of hawks both in the 
U.S. and abroad.

It’s more than a little ironic that the U.S. is now court-
ing UN support, having snubbed the international agen-
cy when it launched the second Gulf War. Now, having 
found no weapons of mass destruction and suffering 
mounting casualties on an almost-daily basis – the num-
bers will exceed the total from the “real” war period of 
the occupation – the Americans are seeking interna-
tional aid to patrol Iraq and help in the rebuilding.

The move comes as little surprise considering the cost, 
both literally and figuratively. American coffers are be-
ing drained at a rate of almost $4 billion a month while 
the country racks up unprecedented deficits and debts. 
And Bush’s own popularity and credibility have taken a 
beating as the rationale for the war proves unfounded.

The ghosts of Vietnam are never far away, it seems, and 
the Iraq situation has some of the hallmarks of that ill-
fated attempt to exercise control in a faraway country. 

Another development, another OMB appeal.
Woolwich seems to be seeing more than its 

fair share of projects making their way to the 
Ontario Municipal Board. And, true to form, 

this latest appears as frivolous as the rest. An attempt 
to stop the development of the former Elmira Raceway 
land is ill-fated – the only result, as with the others, will 
be delay … and a few more dollars for the lawyers.

Last year’s referral of the Thomasfield Homes subdi-
vision in Breslau, for instance, was “fast tracked” for 
a hearing that dismissed the challenge prior to formal 
proceedings. The appeal of the nearby Forwell subdivi-
sion followed suit.

Those of us still waiting for the Wal-Mart project know 
the township saw a longstanding effort against the 
King/86 big box development come to naught as oppo-
nents recognized the futility of their actions and pulled 
the plug on a scheduled OMB hearing. The board subse-
quently approved the project.

The raceway developer has indicated a desire to fast-
track the process, in the vein of Thomasfield – expect a 
similar result. The appeal process has its merits – in-
deed it exists to protect the public interest – but when 
the system is being used arbitrarily, the OMB must act 
quickly to put projects back on track.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What’s your
favourite part
of spring?”

Gerry
Slimmon

THREE THINGS NO ONE IN WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
SHOULD EXPECT TO SEE ANYTIME SOON...

“Getting out-
side, mow-
ing, hearing 
the birds and 
watching the 
buds burst.”

Steve
Brubacher

“The warmth.  
I’m a farmer 
so I enjoy put-
ting the seed in 
the ground and 
watching the 
new growth.”

Duane
Martin

“Playing ball.  
I like spring 
planting.”

Adam
Bleskie

“I like spring 
because it is so 
much warmer.  
You get sick 
of winter after 
awhile.”
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Comparing notes on how not to act like a leader

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LOVE ‘EM OR HATE ‘EM - THEY LIKE TO SPEAK THEIR MINDS
FOLLOW OUR EXCLUSIVE COLUMNISTS (THE ONES YOU LOVE AND THE ONES YOU HATE), WEEKLY IN YOUR WOOLWICH OBSERVER.

Responding to a 
diatribe of intolerance

▼ See ACTUALLY page 10

This is a strange 
country, in strange 
times, with strange 

politics.
When all was supposed 

to be anew, the land sup-
posedly tired of a prime 
minister who stayed too 
long – the April that T.S. 
Eliot said was the cruel-
lest month is indeed a 
cruel ordeal for the new 
boy who was going to 
promise spring for all of 
us.

Paul Martin is a dith-
erer, someone who wait-
ed rather late in his life 
to enter politics, so now 
being a pensioner can 
only last – most everyone 
agrees – just one term. If 
he even gets there.

He couldn’t decide, he 
sincerely argued, wheth-
er to go into politics, or 
going off to fight poverty 
in Africa, which greatly 
concerned him. So he 
waited until he made a 
fortune, before setting 
out in a nine-year job of 

getting Jean Chrétien’s 
keys to 24 Sussex Drive.

To make the fortune, he 
arranged for his world-
wide shipping empire to 
fly under flags of conve-
nience – Bermuda, Bar-
bados and that famed na-
val port of Liberia, which 
not a single Liberal voter 
(let alone a journalist) 
could find on a map of the 
globe.

All the while flying his 
own flag of convenience, 
our finance minister was 
going to slay the dreadful 
deficit, cutting transfer 
payments to the prov-
inces – leading to long 
line-ups at the emergency 
wards and the hip re-
placements. All the while 
his tankers across the 
oceans avoided Canadian 
taxes. A strange country 
we abide.

Hark! A new future 
prime minister appears 
on the horizon. Not only 
better looking than P. 
Martin, but blonde, and 

maybe even more rich. 
Belinda Stronach so 
much wants to be our new 
leader that she willingly 
sacrifices her $9 million 
annual stipend as CEO 
of the Magna auto parts 
empire.

Daddy is a remarkable 
guy, granted, an immi-
grant from Austria who 
arrived here with four 
dollars in his pocket. 
Started, out of his garage 
at home, marketing wind-
shield wipers – and now is 
in 22 countries and owns 
all but three of the larg-
est race course tracks 
in the Excited States of 
America.

Even smarter, he has 
the whole thing regis-
tered in Switzerland, so 
he doesn’t have to pay 
Canadian taxes. While 

trying to arrange his uni-
versity drop-out daugh-
ter, twice-divorced at 37, 
into the leadership of the 
new Conservative party 
and thus become prime 
minister one day.

Paul, meet Belinda/
Frank. Say hello to the 
Canadian taxpayer.

How dumb are we? Not 
as dumb as Frank, ap-
parently. Politically na-
ïve, he once wanted to 
be PM himself and tried 
as a Liberal candidate. 
The voters were not im-
pressed.

Naïve? He has just de-
stroyed whatever chanc-
es his daughter has of 
getting a cabinet post in 
Stephen Harper’s possi-
ble minority government 
by giving an interview to 
an Austrian paper that 

Belinda – indicating a 
mere dalliance – will be 
back running his shop in 
a few years.

Naïve? It’s absolutely 
amazing how many bil-
lionaires there are in the 
world who have never 
heard of wire services 
– that something blabbed 
in Vienna in another lan-
guage is back in Toronto 
in fewer seconds than it 
takes to take your foot 
out of your mouth.

Poor Belinda. Political 
career started by a daddy 
who now ends it. Poor 
Paul, the ditherer who 
was going to show us that 
a millionaire shipping 
baron knew how to make 
decisions and has such 
loose reins that when 
Parliament reconvened 
this week fewer than 
half of his majority gov-
ernment MPs showed up 
in the Commons – after 
their two-week holiday 
with the salaries we pay 
them.

The ditherer has had 
so much trouble mak-
ing up his mind about 
calling a spring election 
– disaster buddy – that 
he spent $473,873 in his 
(our) $8,000-an-hour 
Challenger jet for 40 trips 
campaigning around the 
country between Jan. 6 
and April 18. This is a de-
cision-maker? He makes 
Chrétien look like Ein-
stein.

Paul, call Frank in Vi-
enna. You’d have a lot in 
common. You could dis-
cuss tax dodges.

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH: Andre Ouel-
lett, the $350,000-a-year 
president of Canada Post, 
suspended with pay be-
cause of the advertising 
scandal, testifying before 
the Commons committee: 
“I’m telling you, this tee-
ny little $500,000 that was 
given to Canada Post, we 
spent all that money very 
well.”

To the Editor,
I pray no homosexuals 

had the misfortune of 
reading Tony Erb’s dia-
tribe of intolerance in last 
week’s Observer. 

It was a typical commen-
tary from the fundamen-
talists, who are pouring 
massive dollars into the 
fight against same-sex 
marriage, a human right. 
Interesting priorities.

Meanwhile, the moral 
and liberal Christian 
churches, such as Trinity 
United Church, expend 
resources on events like 
fundraisers for AIDS re-
search. No wonder the 
fundamentalists’ mem-
bership is so miniscule.

The Bible does not dic-
tate the terms of mar-
riage. Marriage belongs 
to everyone; it is a part 

of society. Erb should be 
thankful that he is able to 
participate; homosexuals 
are currently denied this 
privilege.

He characterizes our dis-
tinguished MP, Lynn My-
ers, as being a zealot fight-
ing for gay marriage and 
listening to none of the 
opponents. I believe My-
ers is currently undecided 
on the issue, and is taking 
the time to listen to con-
stituents; he will consider 
all points of view when 
making his decision.

In any case, Parliament 
has already demonstrated 
its support for same-sex 
marriage, in a vote taken 
on Sept. 16, 2003.

It was frustrating to see 
lies presented about Bill 
C-250. NDP MP Svend 
Robinson, a man whose 
integrity is unmatched, 

A SNOWMAN IN HELL...

PIGS FLYING...

CONSTRUCTION STOPPING ON 
THE RACEWAY LANDS...
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Falling from grace, with grace

It’s not every 
day that you win 

General Excellence.

Just every year.

Isn’t it hard, to be the one 
who has to give advice?

Isn’t it hard, to be the 
strong one? 

…Isn’t it hard, to be the 
one whose phone rings all 
day everyday?

Isn’t it hard, to be the 
strong one? 

…Isn’t it hard, to be the 
one who gathers every-
body’s tears?

Isn’t it hard, to be the 
strong one? 

The Strong One
Bruce Cockburn, 1981 

For 25 years, pro-
gressive Canadians 
have been able to 

rely on Svend Robinson 
to champion our cause 
– whether that cause was 
human rights abroad, 
civil liberties at home or 
the protection of the glob-
al environment. We’ve 
called on him, and he has 
been there for us, con-
sistently and effectively. 
In doing so, he has made 
the case for electoral poli-
tics among marginalized 

groups who would other-
wise have had every rea-
son to give up on it.

Most of us failed to fully 
realize until last week 
how great a personal toll 
those 25 years of dedi-
cated work have taken on 
Svend. The fact that no 
other British Columbia 
MP has served even half 
as long as Svend isn’t 
just a result of changing 
electoral trends, but also 
a sign of how few people 
are willing to undertake 
the grueling weekly com-
mute from the Pacific to 
the Rideau over a long pe-
riod of time. 

Nearly everything that 
Svend did as an MP has 
come with a personal risk 
attached. Before he was 
prepared to come out of 
the closet to Canadians, 
there were snickers and 
whispers from political 
opponents (although they 
hardly stopped when he 
did confirm his sexual 
orientation). There were 
rocks thrown through 
the window of his con-
stituency office. There 
was plenty of hate mail, 

in at least one case ac-
companied by a bullet 
and an invitation to use 
it on himself. Through 
it all, Svend persevered, 
seemingly unaffected. 

In his statement last 
week, Svend indicated 
that he had in fact “been 
suffering from severe 
stress and emotional 
pain,” “great inner tur-
moil” and “accumulated 
stress” for some time. It’s 
not uncommon for people 
suffering under such a 
condition to act in a self-
destructive manner, as 
Svend did when he stole 
an expensive ring. As 
Svend indicated, the theft 
was “an act that was to-
tally inexplicable and un-
thinkable” and occurred 
in “a moment of utter ir-
rationality.” 

Last week, The Calgary 
Herald reprinted an ee-
rily prescient quote from 
1994 in which Svend stat-
ed that “I can stumble but 
I can’t fall. My life has 

to be squeaky clean in 
every conceivable way.” 
Even though he knew 
that he had made many 
enemies who were look-
ing for an excuse to bring 
him down, “I won’t al-
low that to happen. I will 
not allow that to happen. 
That’s not to say I’m infal-
lible. I’m a human being, 
God knows. But to the ex-
tent that I can maintain 
a credible position politi-
cally and publicly, that 
means that I can’t in any 
way expose myself to vul-
nerability by doing dumb 
things personally.” 

And, until his actions of 
two weeks ago – actions 
that were wildly out of 
character for one of the 
most honest people I’ve 
ever met or worked with 
– he has succeeded in 
meeting that impossibly 
high standard.

What was in character 
was the responsible man-
ner in which he has dealt 
with the fallout from his 

actions. Starting with 
turning the ring over 
and submitting a writ-
ten apology to its owners, 
and moving on to a public 
admission of what he had 
done, Svend Robinson 
has earned more sympa-
thy than condemnation. 
If only other politicians 
were so quick to admit 
their own mistakes, to 
accept responsibility for 
them, and to ask for for-
giveness.

Typically, Robinson ex-
pressed more concern 
about having failed oth-
ers than he did about his 
own fate. 

“As you can imagine this 
has been a nightmare. I 
cannot believe that it has 
happened, but I am hu-
man and I have failed. I 
have felt such a sense of 
privilege and honour to 
serve my constituents in 
Burnaby and indeed peo-
ple across Canada, and 
feel an equally powerful 
sense of sadness that I 
have let them down. As 
I deal with this issue, 
I hope I will have their 
understanding and sup-
port.” 

For the most part, Svend 

has received the under-
standing and support for 
which he asked. 

I don’t really want to 
contemplate the thought 
of a Parliament without 
Svend Robinson. His con-
stituents need him, and 
Canada needs him. But, 
I’m suppressing that fear 
right now, because I think 
that it is far more impor-
tant for him to have the 
time and the space that he 
needs to deal with what-
ever is troubling him. 
We’ve leaned on him long 
enough, and he deserves 
a rest from political con-
cerns. The rest of us will 
just have to work harder 
in his absence. 
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went to great lengths to 
create amendments to the 
bill to protect religious 
institutions. Perhaps the 
writer should try reading 
the bill.

Shame on Erb for attack-
ing homosexuals simply 
for being the way God 
made them. Being gay is 
a perfectly normal human 
characteristic, no differ-
ent from having blond hair 
or blue eyes. He claims not 
to hate gays, but then con-
demns them as being in 
a “destructive lifestyle,” 
and under a “demonic” in-
fluence. He even compares 
them to alcoholics. Is this 
his “Christian love”?

Then Erb says the “gay 
agenda” wants to destroy 
the Christian church. I 
realize his extremist de-
nomination is isolated in 
its homophobia – many 
Christian preachers are 
gay, and Canada’s largest 
Protestant denomination 
is mobilized in favour of 
gay marriage.

Polls show that a majority 
of Catholics also support 
same-sex marriage. Chris-
tianity and God clearly 
support this human right. 
Homophobic bigotry and 
intolerance has no place 
in Canada, and I hope our 
MP makes the decision we 
all know is morally right: 
to unequivocally support 
same-sex marriage.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

Continued from page 9

Actually reading the 
bill may answer some 
lingering concerns
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RICHARD VIVIAN 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After more than a 
decade of fundrais-
ing and countless 
hours of volunteer 

work, Linwood residents are 
set to celebrate the fruits of 
their labour next weekend. 
The long-awaited opening of 
the new Linwood Recreation 
Centre and Library is set for 
May 1 and 2.

“It’s a great feeling for the 
township and for the people 
of the Linwood area who 
have really spearheaded this 
along with staff and coun-
cil,” Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
told the Observer, referring 
to the much-anticipated rib-
bon-cutting.

“When projects like this 

let’s get
ready to
celebrate

“The 
volunteerism 

that has 
happened 
here is 

remarkable”

New Linwood Recreation Centre ready to open doors for the fi rst time

happen within a com-
munity, it unifies 
the community as a 
group and that’s very 
evident in Linwood. 
The volunteerism 
that has happened 
there has been re-
markable. The time 
that individuals have 
put into that project 
is a credit to the peo-
ple that live in that 
area and to the town-
ship as a whole.”

The new facility 
– which has been in 
the works since 1992 
– comes with numer-
ous improvements over its predeces-
sor, which had fallen into disrepair 
over recent years as the focus shifted 
to the new location. It houses two halls 
– one that holds 289 people and another 

that holds 121 people 
– separated by a fold-
ing divider, modern 
kitchen and bar ar-
eas, a concession 
stand, a baseball dia-
mond and a covered 
patio.

A second baseball 
diamond, a soccer 
fi eld, a playground 
and a tennis court/
basketball court are 
still to come on the 
12-acre property.

The Linwood 
branch of the Wa-
terloo Region Public 
Library has also re-

located to the centre, as has the ceno-
taph. 

“I’m very delighted about the build-
ing. It’s been wonderful working on it,” 
commented Bill Sebben, who shared 

site supervisor duties with 
Jack Gunn. “Everything has 
gone really well. It looked nice 
on paper, but it was gratifying 
to see the fi nished product.”

It was the Linwood and Dis-
trict Lions Club that fi rst iden-
tifi ed the need for a new com-
munity centre, kicking off its 
fundraising campaign with a 
cash calendar in 1992. At the 
time, the plan was to build on 
the site of the former centre (at 
the corner of Ament Line and 
Manser Road), but that loca-
tion came with limited room 
for expansion. As the project 
came closer to a reality in more 
recent years, the site moved to 
the western edge of the settle-
ment on Ament Line.

“The Lions always had this 
dream of some day replacing 

▼ See BUILDING page 13
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 669-5453

122 Church St. W. 
Elmira

3730 Manser Rd., Linwood�• (519) 698-2263

CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 

12.5 Ton
boom truck

35 ton
mobile crane
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LINWOOD RECREATION CENTRE & LIBRARY
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Congratulations
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JONES
FEED MILLS LTD.

Linwood - (519) 698-2082 
Heidelberg - (519) 699-5200
Wroxeter- (519) 335-3555

CONGRATULATIONS
LINWOOD!

New Facility,
New Memories!

or Toll Free -  1-800-265-8735
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LINWOOD RECREATION CENTRE & LIBRARY

the existing community cen-
tre,” explained Steve Moser, 
chair of the building commit-
tee and past-president of the Li-
ons Club. “It better serves the 
community; who better to initi-
ate it than a service club?”

Before the facility’s design 
moved forward, the Lions cir-
culated a number of surveys in 
the Linwood area seeking in-
put from the community about 
what they’d like to have in their 

building their dream park

new facility, which is when 
the need for a second baseball 
diamond, soccer field and play-
ground were identified.

“It’s a well-designed, well-laid 
out building. The township’s 
architects and engineers did a 
fabulous job in working with 
the committee and council to 
come up with the best possi-
ble building we could build to 
serve our community,” Moser 
said.

“We can see the light at the 

end of the tunnel. It’s been a 
worthwhile endeavor.”

It was those early years of 
fundraising – which is still 
underway – and brainstorm-
ing that provided the dona-
tion which ultimately got the 
construction ball rolling last 
June. Through various efforts, 
the Lions collected $250,000 for 
the park – which carries a pro-
jected total cost of $2.3 million.

Toward that financial goal, 
more than $450,000 has come 

from fundraising efforts with-
in the community. Construc-
tion costs were also lowered 
after a range of tradespeople 
and others stepped forward to 
donate their time and efforts. 
It’s impossible to estimate how 
many volunteer hours went 
into the project, suggested Seb-
ben, because a lot of the paid 
contractors turned around and 
donated part of their fees back 
to the project.

“It’s been very vital,” he said 

of the community participa-
tion that helped build the new 
facility. 

Not all the volunteers came 
from the skilled trades. Sever-
al residents pitched in time to 
do everything from cleanup to 
painting and all the finishing 
touches in between. 

“Without the community’s as-
sistance in this project, without 
the tremendous fundraising 
and the tremendous amount 

Continued from page 11

▼ See READY page 14

NEW AND IMPROVED  The Linwood Recreation Centre and Library is set to officially open next weekend, after more than a decade of prep work. The facility is larger and carries more modern amenities than its 
predecessor, as well as having more room for outdoor recreation activities. JULIE JOCSAK
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LINWOOD RECREATION CENTRE & LIBRARY

of involvement that individu-
als have had in this project, it 
wouldn’t be what you see to-
day,” commented Susan Duke, 
Wellesley Township’s chief ad-
ministrative officer.

Additional funding for the 
recreation centre and library 
came from federal and provin-
cial grants, the sale of the for-
mer community centre lands, 

as well as the pending sale of 
the former community centre 
building.

Upon project completion, 
the township will receive a 
$458,698 grant from the prov-
ince’s Superbuild Fund for 
the sports park and a $238,195 
grant from the federal Millen-
nium Fund for the relocation 
of the library. The library was 
previously housed in the Lin-

wood fire hall.
No direct tax funds have been 

used for the project.
Earlier this month, Welles-

ley council approved a new 
zoning designation for the 
former community centre, 
moving its sale a step closer 
to reality. Under the new zon-
ing, the prospective owners 
would be able to place a book-
store and several rental units 

in the building.
The sale is slated to close May 

26, at which time details about 
the value of the sale and the 
impact it has on the new recre-
ation centre will be released.

In the meantime, fundraising 
efforts continue until the cost 
of the project is covered. About 
another $250,000 is needed to 
complete the outside work.

“There is no comparison. 

If you look at the two inside, 
it’s like ‘how did we ever live 
with this?’” Coun. Jeff Wilker 
chuckled when asked how the 
new facility stacks up against 
its predecessor. “It looks beau-
tiful inside. They really did a 
nice job.

“I’ve had a lot of good times at 
the old one; I’m hoping to have 
a lot of good times at the new 
one, as well.”

Continued from page 13

READY TO OPEN DOORS

MORE ON THE WAY  The facility is opening, but all the planned outdoor work isn’t yet 
complete. The building committee anticipates it will take another year or two to build a 
second baseball diamond, soccer field and tennis/basketball court. PHOTOS: JULIE JOCSAK
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Bike sales, repair shop approved in Wallenstein Elmira retailer lands iCON award Landowner eyes more houses in Breslau

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With this week’s 
opening of a newly 
constructed loca-
tion, Calla Studio 

is looking to put its new space 
to creative uses. On Thursday 
(Apr. 22), the studio celebrated 
the launch of its Howard Av-
enue, Elmira facility.

“To be more creative we need-
ed space,” photographer Tina 
Weltz said of what inspired the 
construction project. In por-
trait photography, that room to 
maneuver is needed for various 
forms of lighting, backdrops 
and other props, both for stor-
age and placement. The added 
space also provides more op-
tions for camera angles.

“It’s a large open area that we 
can shape and mold to what we 
need.”

Calla Studio offers a range of 
portrait and wedding photogra-
phy services, both in the studio 
and on-location. And now with 
a new facility, “it puts a profes-
sional studio to this town,” the 
photographer suggested.

For more than a decade, the 
studio was based out of an “ex-
tremely small” area located 

New home, new inspiration
More room at new portrait studio opens doors to creativity and expanded work, says photographer

inside Elmira Photo, of which 
the studio is a division.  “It’s 
extremely limiting in the light-
ing, camera angles and the 
amount of stuff that we can do 
there,” she said.

The new facility is about 3,000-

the other studio. It’s something 
we’re trying to pursue more 
and more,” she said, noting 
that so far, such commercial 
work has taken her to locations 
outside of the immediate area.

“It’s challenging, it’s differ-
ent. I like product photography 
a lot. It’s a little more challeng-
ing, I think, with lighting and 
with so many different prod-
ucts to shoot.”

But the mainstay of the busi-
ness has always been child por-
traits and that won’t change, 
she noted.

“We try some different ideas. 
We usually get more of the per-
sonality of the kid as well,” she 
said of what’s made child por-
traits such a popular aspect of 
the business. “We spend more 
time with them [than depart-
ment store studios]. We try to 
be creative and get their per-
sonality.”

Down the road, an outdoor 
photo area is being considered 
for the property, though noth-
ing has been finalized at this 
time, she added.

“It’s something that we can 
grow into over the next couple 
years,” Weltz said of the new 
location. “It defiantly has room 
to expand if we have to.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

After working from 
a number of rented 
locations for the 

past 18 months, Heidel-
berg-based TS Technical 
Training and Resources 
is looking for a facility to 
call its own. The current-
ly-travelling trade school 
is seeking somewhere to 
set up classroom space, 
as well as practical 
learning space in the lo-
cal area.

“We’re trying to set 

at Gale Presbyterian Church
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Trade school looks for permanent home
Heidelberg couple plan to set up shop, class locally

up where we can have 
a classroom and a lab 
facility all in one place. 
We’re trying to estab-
lish a property where 
we can have everything 
together,” said co-owner 
Christina Kerr, whose 
husband David heads the 
training.

The school offers a range 
of trade certification pro-
grams, from heating and 
air conditioning to pe-
troleum mechanics and 
transportation of dan-
gerous goods. Students 
who pass the necessary 

requirements receive of-
ficial certification from 
the Technical Safety 
Standards Association.

The business has been a 
part-time activity for the 
couple since the school 
was founded. But as de-
mand for their services 
grows, so too does the 
requirement for a more 
permanent locale, Kerr 
explained.

“We’ve been building up 
our clientele,” she said of 
the part-time classes held 
at Kitchener’s Bingeman 
Park and a range of oth-

er rented facilities. The 
school’s administrative 
tasks are based out of 
their Heidelberg home.

The length of each certi-
fication class varies from 
a few hours to several 
weeks, depending on the 
subject and the number of 
people enrolled. Typical 
classes include between 
five to 20 students, de-
pending on the subject.

Currently, the couple 
has its sights set on a Her-
rgott Road property in 
the St. Clements industri-
al area. However, an offer 

to purchase the property 
hangs on a housekeeping 
issue with the Township 
of Wellesley.

The property is zoned 
for light industry, but 
‘trade school’ was left 
off the list of permitted 
uses when a site-spe-
cific amendment was ap-
proved years before the 
Kerrs became interested 
in the building.

In an effort to clarify 
the permitted uses, Da-
vid Kerr asked Wellesley 
council for an interpreta-
tion of the zoning during 

an Apr. 20 meeting. Both 
council and township 
staff showed support for 
the school, but were hesi-
tant to adjust the zoning 
bylaw without following 
proper procedures. To 
that effect, Kerr was in-
structed to apply for a mi-
nor variance through the 
committee of adjustment 
– a step her indicated 
they would take.

If the minor variance 
and property purchase 
go smoothly, the school is 
expected to open late this 
summer. 

square-feet, though a small por-
tion of that will be rented out 
for another business venture.

Making the jump to a new 
building just made sense con-
sidering the space limitations 
and a steady increase in de-

mand, said Weltz. The added 
space opens “lots” of possi-
bilities, including entering the 
realm of commercial brochure 
and catalog work. 

“We haven’t really pursued 
it because of the space issue at 

JULIE JOCSAK

A Wallenstein couple were given the go ahead to open a bicycle sales 
and repair shop on their Herrgott Road property this week. Wellesley 
council approved a zoning amendment for Luke and Lydia Metzger Apr. 
20 permitting the shop in an accessory building. 

Judges at this year’s iCON Sales and Marketing Club awards smiled bright-
ly on Elmira Farm Service. The local retailer claimed silver in the nomina-
tion-based competition. Judging was based on their ability to provide ex-
ceptional products and services.

PICTURE PERFECT HOME  Calla Studio photographer Tina Weltz plans to put a new, bigger studio to good use. With more room 
to maneuver, the creative options are vastly expanded, she says.

Even as it gave final approval to a subdivision plan for the Thomasfield  
project, Woolwich council heard plans Apr. 20 for a smaller development 
further south in Breslau. Brian and Julie McLaughlin hope to rezone a 
six-acre property at 50 Dolman St. to permit up to 12 residential lots.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Being the coach of two 
high school rugby 
teams is no easy task, 
but when you love the 

game that much, nothing else 
matters.

That is at least the story for 
EDSS veteran rugby coach 
Craig Stuart who will be tak-
ing the helm of the team for the 
10th consecutive year.

“I’ve been coaching [rugby] 
since I started teaching,” he 
said. “Coaching these kids is 
really fun and it’s a challeng-
ing experience.”

Stuart is keeping busy these 
days, getting his boys ready for 
this year’s high school champi-
onship title run.

Sporting two rugby squads is 
a change for EDSS, traditional-
ly having a single varsity team 
compete against other high 
schools. 

Whether that is a welcome 
change is still uncertain, de-
pendent on how the team fin-
ishes.

The EDSS varsity squad fin-
ished in top spot last year with 
a 5-1-1 record – securing them 
a place in the Central Western 
Ontario Secondary School As-
sociation rugby championships. 

In order to gear up for the 
season, the junior and senior 
rugby teams engaged in sever-
al exhibition matches against 

EDSS gears up bodies for 
another tough rugby season

EDSS boys rugby teams punt themselves into another season 

area schools in the last month. 
To that end, the two EDSS 

squads took on Cambridge’s 
Preston High School at John 
Mahood PS in Elmira Apr. 21 
in back-to-back games. The 

lads were triumphant on both 
occasions – with the juniors 
squashing their opponents 56-7 
and the seniors edging passed 
the elder Preston team by a 
score of 14-7.

at Waterloo’s RIM Park – fin-
ishing in third place. The tour-
nament, he added, managed to 
give the younger team a head 
start on much needed train-
ing. 

The juniors “are four games 
ahead of the seniors right now 
so they’re well ahead in their 
development,” he said. 

Stuart said in formulating the 
line-ups, he just took a shoot 
and miss approach to it. 

“I just play everybody,” Stuart 
said. “I don’t coach those games 
to even win necessarily. I just 
play them so each kid gets his 
time out because I’m just trying 
to figure out who can and who 
can’t [play].”

The game against Preston 
essentially showcased what 
he considers the “team’s real 
starting lineup.”     

As for how each team will fare 
in the quest for championship 
glory, Stuart said although he 
has his own personal ideas, it is 
still too early to determine any 
real outcomes on the season.  

Both teams “could be really, 
really good. The juniors for in-
stance could run the table and 
not lose a game or they could 
end up with a 4–2 season. But I 
don’t want to judge because it’s 
just too early to tell.”  

The first game of the season 
was played Thursday at Grand 
River Collegiate however the 
final score was not available at 
press time.

The matches were just two 
of several games intended to 
get the winter kinks out, so to 
speak. 

Stuart noted that the junior 
squad played in a tournament 

PETER CRISCIONE

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Taking their game 
from the arenas 
to the streets to-

day (Apr. 24), local kids 
will take part in the 13th 

Service club taking hockey to the streets
Scores of kids take part in road hockey fundraisers this weekend

annual Optimist Club 
of Elmira road hockey 
tournament held at Park 
Manor Public School.

“If anything, at least it 
will be a good, solid day 
of fun,” said event orga-
nizer and Optimist club 

member Steve Bisbee. “A 
lot of these kids will be 
out there with their fami-
lies and that’s a great 
thing to see.”  

Some 36 teams – consist-
ing of five players each – 
will begin hacking away 

at a chance for champi-
onship glory beginning 
at 8 a.m. on the school’s 
tennis courts. The tour-
nament will run all day, 
rain or shine, and will 
end when a winner is de-
termined.

Team rosters will be 
comprised of both boys 
and girls ranging in ages 
7-14. 

In order to take part in 
the competition, Bisbee 
said teams were required 
to pay a $25 fee, which 

will be used to cover some 
tournament expenses in-
cluding the prize money 
for competition winners.

Once the prize money 
for top three teams is 
subtracted, the remain-

▼ See LOCAL page 17

The World Amputee Ice Hockey champions, Team Canada, defend their 
title this weekend. The team – complete with Kory Lorentz of St. Cle-
ments and Vaughan MacDonald of Elmira – left for Prague yesterday. A 
2004 champion will be named May 2.

Taking the first three games in the Sutherland Cup finals, the Midwestern 
Jr. B’s Stratford Cullitons are showing their strength. Stratford, which outted 
the Kings in the second round of the playoffs, beat Thorold 1-0, 5-4 and 4-3. 
Game four was set for last night, but results weren’t known at press time. 

The Wellesley Trails Association has turned to the township for some 
insurance assistance. Approved by council Apr. 20, the group will now get 
a discounted rate through the township’s participation in a regional insur-
ance policy. The trails group is responsible for covering the cost.

HAVING THE DRIVE IS KEY  Martin Gross plows his way through opponents during an exhibition match Apr. 21. Both the junior 
and senior teams were triumphant, defeating Preston HS by scores of 56-7 and 14-7 respectively.  
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A weekend at the worlds Stratford shows strength at Sutherland Cup Wellesley trails group taken under insurance wing
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Practicing etiquette in
running with the suckers
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I felt uneasy. Though 
my method was le-
gal, in the back of my 

mind there was an unset-
tling question of ethics 
and local customs.

People along the creek 
were thinking the same 
thing too. They wore 
transparent looks of an-
noyance, the kind you see 
at express lines when you 
put down your eleventh 
item. It was like I broke 
some unwritten code.

Finally, a big, gruff, fel-
low waded over.

“You’re new around 
here aren’t you?” he 
asked, teeth chattering.

“Yes. It shows huh?” I 
was the only person wear-
ing neoprene waders, or 
any for that matter. 

He examined at the 
pool below me. Suckers 
were lined up shoulder 
to shoulder, if indeed 
fish have shoulders. The 
creek was full.

“I know the regulations 
say you can catch ‘em 
your way, but it doesn’t 
really seem right does 
it? You’re hauling them 
in hand over fist, where’s 
the challenge?”

“Well, I admit that 
they’re easy to get this 
way, but still, it does take 
some skill.”

As if to deflate that 
point, my line hesitated 
and I raised the rod yet 
again. After a brief tussle, 
I unhooked and released 
a hefty 2-pounder.

“That’s another thing,” 
he lectured. “You’re re-
leasing every one and 
haven’t even got wet. 
That’s not how it’s done. 
Are you some sort of tree-
hugging, animal-rights 
sissy?”

“No,” grumbled I, in my 

deepest voice, “I’m just 
here for the sport. I tug 
hard, believe me. Their 
lips hurt for weeks.” 

He shook his spear in 
disbelief. With soggy 
beard and water drip-
ping from his massive 
frame, he looked like a 
back woods version of 
Neptune.

“Sport!” he laughed. 
“Why anyone can catch 
one on a fly rod. Try us-
ing one of these!” He 
stabbed into the pool and 
somehow missed skewer-
ing a sucker, even though 
you could have walked 
to the other side across 
their backs. As his spear 
glanced off a rock, he lost 
balance and fell in.

He rose maniacal and 
wild-eyed, soaked from 
head to toe.

Similarly, up and down 
the crick, guys were 
splashing, slipping on 
rocks, and stabbing wrig-
gling living flesh with 
their spears. Every now 
and then they’d get a fish 
too. 

As I methodically landed 
one after the other, they’d 
stop to give me dirty 
looks normally reserved 
for scoundrels and park-
ing meter attendants.

While the looks hurt, it 
was the sissy comment 
that made me cry. As I ap-
plied cherry flavored lip 
balm, I thought I’ve been 
called a lot of things but 
never that.

I couldn’t understand it 
and invited the big guy 
over to discuss the is-

sue, man to man. I even 
cleared off a spot on my 
picnic blanket and of-
fered to share the wine 
and cheese.

“Shoot, this kind of 
thing is plain immoral,” 
he said, as he chugged ice-
wine. “Fly rods weren’t 
ever intended to catch 
suckers. What’s next? 
Dry flies for carp?”

“Well, actually, it’s been 
done...” I advised.

I guess the strain was 
too much, because he 
snapped. “Them’s fight-
ing words.” 

Luckily, a couple of his 
buddies held him back. 
As it was, I spilled a little 
wine, thereby soiling my 
waders simultaneously 
from both sides.

They held him for as 
long as they could, but 
eventually, I guess they 
figured I could probably 
outrun him, what with 
him waterlogged, foam-
ing at the mouth and all.

On his release, I ran like 
mascara at a wedding. 
Some guys have the cour-
age of their convictions. 
But convictions fluctuate 
when dealing with a six-
toothed lumberjack and 
his three-pronged spear. 
After all, these were only 
suckers, holding in a pool, 
dodging pointy sticks and 
gulping flies. It’s not like 
this was a brook trout 
spot, and besides, run or 
not, they weren’t exactly 
going anywhere.

Then again, maybe it’s 
called a “run” for wholly 
different reasons.

ing funds generated from 
the tournament would be 
used for youth-based ini-
tiatives in Elmira.

In keeping with the ser-
vice group’s mandate, 
Bisbee said many local 
groups would benefit 
from donations, includ-
ing Scout troops, Girls 
Guides and various mi-
nor sporting teams.

“Every penny that is 
raised stays in the com-
munity.”

Initially intended to 
provide local kids with 
a fun activity, the event 
has ballooned since its 
early days, growing from 
a mere 11 teams in its in-
augural year to 36 this 
time around.

The Optimist Club vol-
unteer said the event 
was eventually “trans-
formed” into a fundraiser 
as a result of the growing 

Local kids on the road to glory
interest.  

“This is turning out to 
be a fundraiser and we 
didn’t really plan it that 
way [initially],” he said. 
“But over the years there 
have been so many teams 
[added on] that it has ba-
sically turned into one.”

The group member said 
a significant contribu-
tion to the tournament’s 
success has largely to 
do with the kids them-
selves. Bisbee said youth 
have helped build a lot of 
the notoriety surround-
ing the tournament each 
year.  

“Often times I’ll be 
walking down the street 
and see some kids who 
recognize me and ask if 
the tournament is still go-
ing on,” he said. “I think 
kids just look forward to 
it every year.” 

The Elmira Optimist 
Club is a local service 

group geared toward 
helping area youth. 

Lunch will also be pro-
vided to participants.

The day’s road hockey 
frenzy will be shared in 
Waterloo, as members of 
the Central Ontario De-
velopment Riding Pro-
gram (CODRP) will host 
a road hockey tourna-
ment at the University of 
Waterloo’s parking lot. 
About 1,160 youth – or 
290 teams – from the sur-
rounding area will hit 
the pavement at 8 a.m. All 
proceeds donated to the 
CODRP will go directly 
to helping youth with dis-
abilities.

This is the tournament’s 
19th edition and has man-
aged to raise more than 
$165,000 for many local 
youth charities. 

Tournament organiz-
ers hope to reap $22,000 
for the CODRP this year.      

Continued from page 16
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Specials: April 26 - May 1

zzaJ
1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

Sunday Afternoons
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

Lean Ground Beef......................$1.99 lb.

Whole Side Ribs........................$2.99 lb.

Honey Hams.............................$2.99 lb.

Smoked Pork Hocks....................$1.29 lb.

Deli Sliced
Roast Beef or Roast Pork..............$5.99 lb.

Marble Cheese..........................$5.89 lb.

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet
Stone Crock Bakery (519) 664-3612

1402 King St., St. Jacobs

For Mother’s Day

$10.95

A sweetheart of a cake
6” Chocolate, White or Marble

Please order in advance for Mother’s Day

Homestyle soups, our famous Waterloo County Salad Bar, fresh fruit & cheese selection,
Stone Crock’s own specialty breads & sweet buns, scrambled eggs,

Omelette & Waffle Bar & assorted delicious toppings, French toast,
whole poached salmon with PEI mussels & shrimp,

bacon & sausage, mashed potatoes, seasonal fresh vegetables,
cheese tortellini with oven roasted vegetables & tomato cream sauce,

carved roast of beef with forest mushroom compote,
bone-in ham with pineapple,  & roasted Ontario turkey with all the fixings.

1396 King St., ST. JACOBS (519) 664-2286

Restaurant & Catering

Assorted flans, pies, tortes & pastries fresh from the Stone Crock Bakery.
Coffee and tea 

• Adults $15.99 
• Special Children’s Prices

& kids under 5 yrs. FREE

Now Accepting

Reservations for 

Mother’s Day

Now accepting reservations for
Mother Day, Sunday May 9.

Sunday May 9/04  Served 11 a.m. To 3 p.m.

M
om

Love

You
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As the EDSS ladies 
soccer team pre-
pares to “kick 

start” another season, the 
only real challenge is to 
play as a team and have 
fun, the Lancers’ head 
coach says.

“They’re mostly out here 
to have a lot of fun and 
their attitude is ‘we’ll see 
what we can do, and we’ll 
play as a team and enjoy 
the game,’” said coach 
Doug Thomas.  “We’re 

Lancers to get their kicks
EDSS girls’ squad prepares for a new soccer season

looking forward to having 
a (good time). These young 
ladies are tremendous to 
work with.” 

Thomas said the team is 
relatively unchanged from 
last season, with only a 
few minor adjustments to 
the roster.   

“We’ve been lucky this 
year; we got a lot of our 
senior members back and 
they are definitely the 
core of this team,” he said. 
“We have two thirds of the 
team back and then we got 
another six players that 
are new.”

The lady Lancers’ had a 
rough start to their season 
Apr. 20, losing their home 
opener to Cambridge’s 
Preston High School 6-0.

Coaching girls’ high 
school soccer is a new 
challenge for Thomas – 
this being the first season 
as head coach of the EDSS 
squad.

Except for a brief stint 
as coach of a Minis team 
years ago, Thomas has 
very little background as 
a trainer.

Despite his inexperience, 
▼ See GIRLS page 19

PETER CRISCIONE
GOING FOR GOAL  EDSS lady Lancers soccer team took on the Preston High School Panthers in their 
season opener held in Elmira Apr. 20. The home team lost the game by a score of 6-0. 
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BUS LINES
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED
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TIRE STORES

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Numerous champi-
onship banners 
hang in Wellesley’s 

arenas, but there’s noth-
ing else like this latest 
addition. The Twin Cen-
tre girls’ Peewee squad 
earned its first major des-
ignation – and the banner 
that goes with it – after 
they claimed the bronze 
medal at the Ontario Wo-
mens’ Hockey Association 
Provincials in Mississau-
ga last weekend.

“I think it’s very good 
for the girls’ hockey. They 
see all these boys’ banners 
and it will be kind of nice 
to add one with a little 
pride for the girls now,” 
coach Rod Straus told the 
Observer. 

“I was very proud of 
them,” he added, noting 
he was unsure how they’d 
stack up against the best 
in the province after be-
ing bumped up from the 
‘C’ division, where they’d 
played all season, to the ‘B’ 
division. “We really didn’t 
know what the calibre 
would be – we were hoping 
we’d compete.”

And compete they did, 
kicking off the tournament 
with a pair of victories, 
including a tournament-
opening shutout. Twin 
Centre found themselves 
on the winning side of a 
3-0 tally against the Oril-
lia Hawks to start things 

Hericanes take bronze at provincials
Team finds success after being bumped up a division

off Apr. 16. Later that day, 
they doubled their win-
ning streak by downing 
the Burlington Barracu-
das 3-2.

“I think it helped the con-
fidence right away for the 
girls. All of a sudden they 
felt like they deserved to 
be there and the next step 
was trying to make the 
top-four,” Straus said of 
the wins.

In their final round-robin 
match-up, the Hericanes 
faced the one team that 
seemed to have their num-
ber – the Brockville An-
gels. The Angels handed 
them a 1-0 loss and even-
tually prevented the girls 
from heading to the gold-
medal game.

“The biggest difference 
was the size. They had 
some real big girls, and 
our girls had a real tough 
time penetrating to get in 
close to the net,” explained 

the coach. “We’ve found 
that in the past; teams 
that have given us a hard 
time are the ones that we 
can’t seem to get through 
to the net with.”

Unfazed by the round-
robin loss, the Hericanes 

picked up their sticks 
against Saulte Ste. Marie 
in the quarterfinal round. 
After a back-and-forth 
game, Twin Centre stood 
with a 3-1 victory. How-
ever, that win pitted them 
against Brockville in the 

semifinal round.
The local girls found the 

scoreboard first, but a 
controversial call, or lack 
there of, in the third peri-
od opened the door for the 
Angels to force overtime, 
where they eventually 
took the game.

That non-call contro-
versy developed when the 
whistle wasn’t blown after 
a Brockville player got her 
stick stuck in the chest pad 
of Twin Centre’s goalten-
der.

“This girl was yanking so 
hard, she yanked (the goal-
tender) a couple feet to the 
one side of the net and an-
other girl threw it in from 
the blue line. Everybody 
was standing there look-
ing because they thought 
the ref was going to blow 
the whistle,” explained 

team manager Janice Milt-
enburg. “The parents on 
the other team didn’t even 
cheer when it went it. It re-
ally threw the game off.”

Brockville took the game 
– and ultimately the silver 
medal against Madoc – 2-1 
in overtime.

The Hericanes bounced 
back from the loss later 
that day, when they faced 
Hamilton in the consola-
tion finals. Twin Centre 
took an early lead in the 
first frame, but the Hawks 
rallied to tie it up early 
in the third period. Once 
Twin Centre landed a mid-
period tiebreaker, it was 
all over.

“The last five minutes, 
we had the girls convinced 
that it was our game if we 
could keep the puck in 
their end,” said Straus. 

Continued from page 18

Girls ready to kick off the new season
Thomas said heading up 
this team would be an 
exciting and challenging 
experience for him none-
theless.

“This is a new experi-
ence for me but this is a re-
ally interesting squad,” he 
said noting the girls have 
made his coaching easy. 
“They have a really won-
derful attitude and really 
work well together.”

Although it’s too soon 
to tell, he is confident the 
team is well endowed with 
enough skills to be a for-

midable opponent to other 
teams. 

“One of the things we are 
benefiting from of course 
is the local soccer league 
which all of these girls 
have seven, eight and nine 
years experience with,” he 
said. “So we got some re-
ally good skills.”

The only downside so far 
has been the team’s inabil-
ity to get in some proper 
preseason training.  

Due to poor weather con-
ditions, the Lancers have 
had to find alternative 
ways to prepare for match 

day one – namely using 
the school halls as a run-
ning course. 

“[Training] has been 
a little tight. We haven’t 
been able to get out onto 
the field really until this 
week. We’ve been inside 
the school training for the 
most part, which is not the 
greatest,” Thomas told the 
Observer. 

“But then again, some 
of these girls play indoor 
soccer all winter too so I 
think they’re really keen 
to go (and) eager to play.”

According to the coach, 

the squad has to measure 
up to some tough competi-
tion this year, going to bat 
against traditional rivals 
Preston High and Grand 
River Collegiate.

The girls will try to im-
prove upon their mid-level 
final standing last year.    

The coach said although 
winning is always nice, 
the main objective for the 
team this season is to work 
hard and simply have fun. 

EDSS took on Grand 
River Thursday (Apr. 22) 
but the final score was not 
available at press time

QUEENS OF THE ICE  The Twin Centre girls’ Peewee squad took third at the all-Ontario finals last weekend.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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CHECK OUT THE GRAND OPENING OF THE NEW 
LINWOOD RECREATIONAL FACILITY AND LIBRARY

SEE
LINWOOD
FEATURE

PGS 11-14

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Attent ion: Work from 
home on line. $500 - $1500 
per month PT, $3000+FT. 
1-800-417-8684 or www.
noworkjustpay.com

Attn - Work From Home 
on line. $500 - $2500 P/T, 
$3000+ F/T. 1-800-672-
7081 or www.createyour-
dreamlife.com

HELP WANTED

Attn, Work from home. No 
recession here! Free info. 
Online - full training. www.
truedream123.com 1-800-
692-3164.

Work From Home. Earn 
$450 - $1500 monthly P/T or 
$2000 - $4500 F/T. 1-888-
242-7580.

FOR SALE

Colorado Blue Spruce and 
Austrian Pine. 3-10ft. $5 per 
foot, dig your own. Phone 
after 6pm. 846-0518.

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Computer desk , new 
with keyboard drawer and 
printer shelf. Light oak co-
lour. $125.00 or offer. 669-
1245.

Grow Light, Timer, two 
large trays 24’ x 20’. Excel-
lent condition. $50. 698-
2938.

Motorhome, Mint Con-
dition. 1988 Ford Royal 
Classic, 24 foot, 351 en-
gine. Sleeps 6, 128,000 
kms. Certif ied, e-tested 
and serviced. Ready to 
go. $19,900, negotiable. 
(519)669-1270.

FOR SALE

Oval Wood Table  and 4 
chairs $65. 669-2068.

Guns 4 Sale. 50th Anni-
versary Sale. Single shot 
22 cal rifle or 12 ga. single 
shot - $20. Marlin 22 cal. B/
A repeater, clip-$40; Moss-
berg 22 cal. M-146B, B/A 
with scope $75; Remington 
22 cal. Model 551-SCOPE-
MASTER B/A repeater-
$140; Remington 222 cal. 
M-660 B/A repeater - $325; 
Glenfield (Marlin) 30/30 
cal. lever action repeater 
w/scope-$350. Winchester 
30/30 cal. Model 94, lever 
action repeater-$225; Win-
chester 30/30 cal.”Klondike 
Gold Comm”, lever action 
NIB $450; Remington 243 
cal. M-7400 semi-auto, new 
$595; San Marco 50 cal. 
inline muzzle loader, single 
shot $225; Slavia 177 cal. 
single shot pellet rifle $125; 
Ruger 357 Mag. “Black-
hawk” revolver with 9MM 
cyl. $395. WANTED trade-
ins or will buy your gun for 
cash. Lovetts Gun Centre, 
3310 King St. E., Kitchener. 
893-4867.

M a r t i n ’s  S t r a w b e r r y 
Plants. Spring is here and 
so are our plants! Same 
place - 1 km west of Wag-
ners Corners, 1424 Lobsing-
er Line. To order ahead call 
664-3530.

The Map Directories of Lo-
cal Business’s are now avail-
able. For more information 
phone Alson S. Clemmer 
519-698-2312.

FOR SALE

Eliptical Trainer - Great 
condition. Motorized. Pro-
grams, calorie counter, dis-
tance - $175. 669-3833.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Bag of Baby Clothes, $50. 
0-12 months, twins boy/
girl. A1 brand names. 664-
2023.

GE Medallion stove, clean, 
good shape plus Heirloom 
(Chesley) coffee table. $50 
each. 519-323-4980.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Buster Bars Finger Har-
row for cultivator 14ft $325; 
chain harrows $325; IH 56 
corn planter, new style, four 
row, works good $950. 18 ft 
pony harrow wings, spring 
tooth $675; John Deere 
FBB 17 run drill double 
disc, hydraulic lift, big 20 
inch tires grass box cylinder 
$1100; Ford Trail cultivator c 
shank, finger harrows, 14 ft 
$850. Harriston, (519)338-
2688.

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575 -3096; Solomon 
Martin- 656-3024 or 502-
3725.

We want your classifieds. 
Call 669-5790 today.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Looking For A loving per-
son to care for our 1 year 
old child in September 2004 
in St. Clements. 5 days a 
week. Knowledge of French 
language would be an asset 
but not mandatory. Refer-
ences required. Please call 
699-9364.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques, Cash - Wanted 
- cupboards, chests, glass, 
china, crocks, blanket box-
es, paintings, architectural, 
anything old and neat. Call 
519-843-2777.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, 
auto, air and more, one 
owner. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

2001 Caravan SE, popular 
model, one owner, low kms, 
mint condition. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, low 
km, one owner, V6, air, CD 
stereo, tonneau cover and 
lots more. Voisin Chyrsler 
669-2831.

2002 PT Cruiser LTD, sun 
roof, gold package and 
more. Low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Durango SLT Plus, 
only 12,000 kms, leather, 
loaded. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2003 Sebring 4 Door Se-
dan, 6 cyl., auto, air, low 
kms. Voisin Chrysler 669-
2831.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, dis-
charged bankrupt or no 
credit? We help good people 
get financed with the best 
possible rates! Fill out our 
convenient on-line applica-
tion today, or call Harriston 
Motors 1-800-567-0998 or 
www.harristomotors.ca

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

Shared Accommodations 
in Elmira. Available im-
mediately, for a quiet, ma-
ture, single Christian girl. 
Non-smoker, no pets. Pri-
vate bath, rec room and 
bedroom. Call 669-3996, 
after 5pm.

REAL ESTATE

100 Acre Farm for sale 
in Holstein Ontario. Good 
entry level chicken farm. 
14,000 units of quota. 10 x 
220 x 2 floors barn in excel-
lent condition. 4 bedroom 
house with many upgrades. 
Call 519-334-3016.

Elmira - Private Sale. 7 
year old backsplit. 3++ bed-
rooms, fenced yard, garage, 
2 baths, air. 669-3890.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Sewing Machine Repair. 
All makes and models. Do-
mestic and industrial. House 
calls. For an appointment 
call Martin, 699-4960.
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ACROSS 
1. Centre of  stem of  
flowering plant
5. An indefinite but rela-
tively small number
8. Car
12. Used as an exclama-
tion of  triumph
15. Seward
16. St. Louis baseball 
bird
18. Abbrev. for socialist
19. Joining support
21. A mongrel or infe-
rior dog
22. Picture
23. A spun yarn
24. Shovel for digging in 
the garden
26. Low-lying wetland
27. Check out, with the 
intention to rob
30. Snakelike marine 
fish comes smoked or 
pickled
32. Elaborate accom-
panied song for solo in 
opera
33. Scratch or rub sen-
sation
35. Making it to a fi-
nal cut
38. 4th largest of  Great 
Lakes
39. Lounging furniture
40. Someone from down 
under
41. Colourists
43. “And they’re ___!”
44. The smallest whole 

number
45. Having savoir faire
50. Electrically charged 
particle
51. Take in solid food
52. Ready, brisk, eager 
(archaic)
55. State categorically
59. Dextrous
61. Identical
62. Opposed to the pitch 
range of  the highest 
male voice
64. Similar to ostriches
65. Slight elevation at 
connection to eardrum
66. A serve in tennis that 
strikes the net first
67. “And others”
69. Elevation (syn)
70. Indian instrument
72. Place where lion 
makes its home
74. Something with 8’s
76. A Hebrew judge
77. Classic photography
81. There are 7  and 
they’re deadly
82. Froth produced by 
soap
83. A particular service
84. Children’s game
85. Sword (Fencing)
86. Even so (syn)
87. State of  disorderli-
ness
DOWN 
1. Calmed down
2. Equality of  elevation 
above sea level

3. Occupancies
4. Placed in position as 
by a hinge
5. US government com-
munications agency
6. Consume
7. Discards
8. Plastic over the tip of  
a shoelace
9. Remove line from fish-
ing pole
10. The ultimate princi-
ple of  the universe
11. Those of  age (plural 
slang)
12. Genus of  round-
worm with a three-lipped 
mouth
13. Greatest escape artist
14. Area of  ground used 
for some particular pur-
pose
17. Genetic information
20. International orga-
nization of  European 
countries
25. Light touches, espe-
cially on the back
28. A pompous fool
29. An easy victory 
(2wrds)
31. Woody climbing vine, 
usually tropical plant
34. Protagonist
36. Floating on a flat 
vessel
37. Filled with the hard 
fat found around the kid-
neys and loins of  mutton
42. Move with increas-

ing speed
44. Nocturnal wildcat 
of  Central and South 
America
46. Rentable resting 
place
47. Schedule
48. No hardship, effort 
or difficulty
49. Act out (as in a play)
53. Copies
54. Unable to relax
55. Most extremely 
sharp/intense
56. Republic in extreme 
eastern Africa subject to 
tribal war
57. Replacing the usual 
person
58. an organic com-
pound containing a hy-
droxyl group attached to 
a doubly linked carbon 
atom.
59. A kind of  briefcase
60. Woodstock was this 
to the 60’s
63. Give and account of
68. Feeling depressed
71. Having skills to do 
things well
73. Dwight D. Eisen-
hower
75. Chopped fish
78. Movement once 
around a course
79. Used to indicate 
maiden name
80. Insecticide banned in 
US since 1972

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

April 14
3:22 PM A break-and-enter to a 

residence on Line 86 in Woolwich 
Township was reported. A front 
door was forced open between 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m., while the residents 
were out. Taken were a television, 
VCR, camera and a small quantity 
of jewelry. There are no suspects. 
The investigation continues.
5:05 PM The Waterloo Regional 

Police hate crimes unit was called 
to a Herbert Street, Elmira busi-
ness after a 75-centimetre high 
swastika was found painted on 
the outside of the building. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

April 15
11:17 AM A theft from a vehicle 

was reported by a Duke Street, 
Elmira resident. Sometime over-
night, a pickup truck parked in the 
driveway was entered. A portable 
Sony CD player and a gray fishing 
tackle case were taken. There are 
no suspects.
6:32 PM A trailer plate was re-

ported stolen from a transport 
truck parked on Weber Street, at 
the St. Jacobs Farmers Market. The 
British Columbia plate bears the 
marker VCS 01B.
7:35 PM Police and paramed-

ics responded to a Hessen Strasse 
business after a boy was thrown 
from a horse-drawn sled. A pair 
of horses pulling the sled report-
edly went out of control, throw-
ing the 15-year-old operator to 
the ground. He was taken by am-
bulance to Grand River Hospital, 
where he was treated for non-life 
threatening chest injuries.
8:14 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Bobolink Place and Goldfinch 
Street in Elmira. An Elmira man at-
tempted to turn left onto Goldfinch 
Street “at a high rate of speed” 
when he lost control and rolled 
into a ditch. The vehicle sustained 
severe damage. There were no in-
juries. An Elmira man was charged 
with ‘careless driving’ and issued 
a 12-hour licence suspension, re-
lated to alcohol.

April 16
4:28 AM A motorist on Herrgott 

Road reported his vehicle was pelted 
with eggs by a passing vehicle. No 
description of the suspect vehicle 
was obtained. The eggs shattered 
without causing any damage. 
6:20 AM Charges are pending 

after a patrolling officer seized a 
pair of licence plates from a vehicle 
parked on Wyatt Street in Elmira. 
The plates didn’t belong to the ve-
hicle on which they were displayed. 
The officer was unable to contact 
the vehicle’s registered owner at 
the time of the report.
3:44 PM A Grey Owl Drive, Elmira 

resident reported a lost licence 
plate. The plate – with marker A88 
39T – was lost in the Elmira area 
sometime in the previous week.

April 17
12:20 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Weimar Line, 
between Hackbart and Green-
woodhill roads. The 17-year-old 
driver reported he lost control on 
a freshly graded section of gravel 
road, spun out and struck a ditch. 
The boy suffered minor injuries, but 
didn’t require medical treatment. 
The vehicle was destroyed. No 
charges were laid.
6:05 PM A Wyatt Street, Elmira 

resident reported an attempted 
theft from a vehicle. Sometime 
overnight, the vehicle was entered 
and an attempt was made to re-
move a stereo system. The would-
be thieves caused considerable 
damage in their attempt, but left 
empty-handed. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.
7:24 PM A Wellesley Village resi-

dent was warned by police about 
their driving habits after a witness 
reported seeing a vehicle driving 
at excessive speeds and squealing 
its tires on Nafzinger Road, near 
Henry Street.
8:12 PM Police responded to the 

St. Jacobs Farmers Market after a 
nearby resident reported hearing 
an audible alarm sounding. Upon 
arrival, officers found the door to an 
ice cream business was open, but 
no one was inside. Police believe 

the alarm scared off the intruders. 
Damage to the door is estimated at 
$300. There are no suspects.

April 18
12:21 AM A Kitchener man was 

charged with ‘impaired driving’ 
and ‘over 80’ after a caller reported 
seeing a vehicle on Northfield Drive 
travelling slowly and crisscrossing 
between lanes. An officer located 
the vehicle near Scotch Line Road, 
where the arrest was made.
2:57 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Robin Drive in Elmira. 
A Waterloo woman struck a pass-
ing vehicle as she attempted to 
back into a private driveway. The 
vehicles suffered minor damage. 

There were no injuries. No charges 
were laid.

April 19
8:01 AM A George Street, Elmira 

resident reported finding an aban-
doned bicycle on their property. The 
bicycle – described as a gold youth 
bicycle – had been on the property 
for three days. It’s being held at the 
Elmira police station.
8:52 PM Police responded to Line 

86, near Ariss after a caller report-
ed seeing a distressed deer along 
the fence line. Upon arrival, the of-
ficer destroyed the animal, which 
is believed to have been struck by 
a vehicle. The deer was in “severe 
pain.”

April 20
11:45 AM A Crane Drive, Elmira 

resident reported a lost licence 
plate. The plate – with marker AEVF 
453 – went missing somewhere in 
the Elmira area.
4:15 PM A break-and-enter to 

a house under construction was 
reported. About a week prior, a 
basement window was smashed 
and entry was gained. Taken was a 
white, six-jet Whirlpool tub valued 
at $2,500. The thieves walked right 
out the front door. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.
8:24 PM A Wellesley Township 

man was charged with ‘use plates 
not authorized’ following a routine 

traffic stop on Lobsinger Line.
11:36 PM A 17-year-old Elmira 

boy faces a pair of charges after 
a vehicle was found abandoned 
at the intersection of New Jerusa-
lem and Sawmill roads. The vehicle 
suffered heavy damage. Officers 
attempted to contact the vehicle’s 
registered owner at the time, but 
were unsuccessful. At 8 a.m. the 
next morning, the owner reported 
the vehicle stolen. Further investi-
gation indicated a family member 
had taken the vehicle and been in-
volved in a collision. An Elmira boy 
was charged with ‘fail to remain at 
the scene of an accident’ and ‘drive 
motor vehicle, no licence.’

TWO TAKEN 
TO HOSPITAL
PASSENGERS HURT  
The driver of this 
vehicle escaped major 
injury during a two-
vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Ament 
Line and Herrgott Road 
late Thursday afternoon, 
but two passengers were 
taken to hospital by 
ambulance. The collision 
occurred in the middle of 
the intersection, sending 
one vehicle between a 
hydro pole and a street 
sign into the ditch. Both 
the driver and passenger 
of the second vehicle 
weren’t noticeably 
injured. As of press time, 
police were continuing 
their investigation.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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HAVE 
YOU GOT 

NEWSPRINT-
PHOBIA? 

OBSERVER
ONLINE

Fresh content,
updated weekly.

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

ACCOUNTING
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FARM SERVICES

INVESTMENT SERVICES

REFINISHING

Cooper’sCooper’s
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DECKS & FENCINGART INSTRUCTION
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ART CLASSES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
Still Life • Oils & Acrylics

LAWN CARE

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

GET A LOAD OF THIS
����������������������������

����������������������

��������
Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo
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LANDSCAPING DEPOT

CONSTRUCTION
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��������
�����������������������������

ELECTRICIAN

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMINGONLINE
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TRADES &   
SERVICES

Lawn Rolling, reasonable 
rates. Call 669-3924.

LOST & FOUND

Lost - Reward - little white 
Calico cat lost April 15 in 
Elmira. East of Bauman St. 
Cat’s name is “Lilly” is tat-
tooed in her ear. Please call 
669-8622.

COMING EVENTS

Golfers Wanted - Men’s 
afternoon league, Rock-
way/Doon. Tues., Wed., 
Thurs., May 5 to Sept 22. 
Tee time 1pm. 24 and un-
der handicap. Call 885-
5030.

COMING EVENTS

Mother’s Day Craft Open 
House. Fields of Fragrance. 
9am - 2pm, Saturday, May 1. 
17 Burlwood Dr., Elmira. (off 
South Parkwood)

Wholesome Treasures 
Sale - Gently used hard-
cover complete sets of 
Uncle Arthur’s Bedtime/
Bible Story books, My Bible 
Friends and much more will 
be sold. Saturday, May 8, 
starting at 8am in Elmira 
at 13 Centre St. Unit 4. 
Call 669-1456 for further 
details.

GARAGE SALES

Community Garage Sale 
- Village of West Montrose. 
Sat. May 8, 7am - ?

GARAGE SALES

Congregational Garage 
Sale at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church parking lot. Mill and 
Centre St. Elmira. Items too 
varied to list. May 1, 8am. 
Come browse and buy in 
support of our youth group.

Fundraising Garage & 
Bake Sale. Line 86 #7218, 
Wallenstein. Fri. April 30, 
8am - 8pm, Sat. May 1, 7am - 
5pm. Large variety of nice 
clean items including dress-
er, large desk, rocking chair, 
girls bike, 2 golf sets, child-
rens’ clothes, books & toys 
& more. New this year is a 
large display from Living 
Books. Enjoy our barbecue 
while you’re here. The pro-
ceeds go to The Lighthouse 
Children’s Home in Ghana, 
West Africa.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - 11 Snyder 
Ave., Elmira (across from 
Chateau Gardens). Sat. May 
1, 8am. Quality items.

Garage Sale - 2 Phoebe 
Cr., Elmira. Saturday May 
1, 2004. 7am - 2pm.

Garage Sale - April 24, 
8am - noon. Multi house at 
the corner of Oriole Pkwy 
and Grosbeak Rd., Elmi-
ra. Kids toys, household 
items etc.

Garage Sale - Saturday, 
April 24, 8am. 20 Bauman 
St., Elmira.

Multi Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 1, 8am - 12:30pm. 
9 Sandpiper Crt., Elmira. 
Kids items, household items 
etc.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Satur-
day May 1, 8:00 to noon, 
5 Phoebe Cres. Elmira. 
Propane heater, old type-
writers, milk cans, love-
seat, dog crates and much 
more.

Multi-Family Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 1, 26 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. John Deere 
collection, cape dress-
es, clothing, new hockey 
mask, tools, misc. house-
hold items. Rain date Sat. 
May 8.

Mul t i - Fa mi ly  Garag e 
Sale. Spring St. area, St. 
Jacobs. Sat. May 1, 8am 
- 1pm.

Saturday, May 1. Wellesley 
Community Yard Sale.

GARAGE SALES

Tent Sale - April 30, 3pm 
- 9pm. May 1, 9am-5pm. 
New & Used lawn and gar-
den equipment, parts and 
accessories. Used office 
equipment, clothing and 
household items. Olivet 
Sales and Service, 6917 
Wellington Rd. 12. 638-
2555.

Place your Garage Sale 
ad in the most widely read 
weekly newspaper in the 
area - Woolwich Observer. 
Call 669-5790 today.

Yard Sale - Sat. May 1, 7:30 
am. 14 Eldale Rd., Elmira. 
Picnic table, electric dryer, 
kitchen table & chairs, big 
folding table, stereo, window 
air conditioner, 450 Honda 
Motorcycle, toys & more.

$7+ 
GST

GARAGE SALE 
SPECIAL

• 2 WEEK INSERTION
• GARAGE SALE POSTERS
• USE OF A-FRAME SIGN

CALL 669-5790
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Don Rickles starts off the 
interview with a zing-
er aimed at the voice 
on the other side of the 

phone line. It’s effortless, com-
ing as naturally as “fine, how 
are you?” And it should be, after 
more than 45 years of observing 
and then firing off something 
flippant… and getting laughs do-
ing it.

Rickles, currently relaxing 
at his ocean-side place in the 
land of sun, sand and surf that 
is California, is preparing for a 
mini tour, taking his legendary 
Vegas act on the road. He and his 
barbed wit will be stopping by 
Kitchener’s Centre in the Square 
on May 11, just three days after 
his 78th birthday.

Zingers, barbs, one-liners – call 
them what you will – are Rickles 
stock in trade, and have been 
since the 1950s (his first break 
came in 1957 when Frank Sina-
tra entered a club where Rickles 
was performing and was imme-
diately zinged – Ol’ Blue Eyes 
laughed, and a Rickles-booster 
was born). Rather than a tradi-
tional stand-up comedian’s act, 
Rickles relies on adlibbing and a 
quick wit to generate the laughs.

Sometimes referred to as “the 
king of insults” or “the mer-
chant of venom,” he plays down 
those terms, observing his barbs 
are all in jest.

ETC delivers on its Expectations Opera Ontario ends its season with Otello Tomorrow, tomorrow ... actually May 8-9

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

Ballet Jörgen Canada
Presents

COPPÉLIA
Ballet Jörgen Canada
Presents

COPPÉLIA
“Classical Dance with an Edge”

w w w . b a l l e t j o r g e n . c a

SEASON SPONSOR 

SEASON MEDIA SPONSOR 

Friday, April 30
8PM

$22

Free Pre-Performance Chat
begins at 7PM

starting at
ROW A AT A
PREMIUM PRICE

1/8pg CITS WO COP  4/1/04  9:41 AM  Page 1

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

20LB BOX
SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES

20LB BOX
RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT

$18.00$18.00
PER BOX

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD

ELMIRA
WED. APRIL 28,  10AM-2PM

AT ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

OR

Final

Sale!

The Black Forest Inn
1872 Sawmill Road, Conestogo

Tel: (519) 664-2223
www.blackforestrestaurant.ca

KITCHENER
WATERLOO

Elora

Fergus

CONESTOGO

18

18

8622

Northfield Dr.

Winterbourne

Black Forest Inn

WE’RE EASY 
TO FIND!

Elmira

SaturdayBuffets
GREAT FOOD, GREAT VALUE! 

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

New!

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Adults: $7.95 
Children: Half Price 

Includes coffee, tea and juice

 Fruit and salad bar 
 Carved roast beef 
 Many more favourites 
 Coffee, tea and dessert table

11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Adults: $10.95 
Children: Half Price

The roast of the town
Barb-meister Don Rickles to hammer funny bones at CITS show

“This is much more open and 
you see the complete Don Rick-
les; on television, you’re limited 
to certain surroundings when 
you do a talk show or where 
you’re on a show where you do 
comedy – it’s all written.

“This is much more freeform.”
Looking out over the audienc-

es at his live shows these days, 
Rickles sees many people who’ve 
been following his act for years, 
but also a growing number of 
younger people just tuning in for 
the first time.

Having been at it for decades, 
and having seen all kinds of 
crowds in that time span, Rick-
les notes there is one common 
thread: “Audiences, they don’t 
change: if it’s funny, they laugh.”

Still, he’s thankful for his lon-
gevity in a sometimes fickle 
business. 

“I owe that to my health and 
a lot of luck, and to people still 
showing up to see Don Rickles. 

“I like to think of me as a good 
bottle of wine,” he added, with a 
laugh.

And, speaking of longevity, 
just how did the longstanding 
term “hockey puck” come to be 
so closely linked to the perform-
er? (A particularly appropriate 
question in this part of the world 
filled with playoff madness.)

“To the best of my recollection, 
that came when I was working 
tough places – for the lack of a 
better word, when a guy would 
heckle me or get on my case, I 

would say to him ‘please, don’t 
be a hockey puck,’ because I fol-
lowed hockey, followed the Rang-
ers, when I lived in New York as 
a very young man.

“So I just flipped off the 
word ‘hockey puck’ in-
stead of saying ‘don’t 
be a pain in the 
ass.

“I don’t know 
why that stuck, 
but it did.”

Puck in tow or 
not, Don Rickles 
hits the stage at 
the Centre in the 

Square May 11 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $49-$79, available at the Cen-
tre in the Square box office in 
Kitchener by calling 578-1570.

“When I first started out, I was 
a raw kid just getting up there 
and making fun of people – they 
tagged me with the word ‘insult,’ 
which is not really the case, but 
that’s the word they give it. It’s an 
exaggeration, and making fun of 
people and laughing at ourselves 
– it’s never mean-spirited,” he 
noted of his act. “It’s like a put-
on to the world, and myself, and 
everything around us. It’s all in 
good fun.”

That said, those in the audi-
ence in Kitchener can expect 
the unexpected. Along with his 
regular “act,” Rickles is known 
to use the surroundings – includ-
ing the crowd – as fodder for his 
unique brand of humour. No one 
is immune.

“I do these bust-out things that 
occur to me – don’t ask me what 
or how, it just happens for me on 
the stage,” he warned.

A household name, Rickles has 
appeared regularly on television 
and movies over the years – he’s 
forever linked to the popular 
Dean Martin celebrity roasts of 
the ‘70s, which were just up his 
alley. A Vegas staple, he was right 
at home in Martin Scorcese’s film 
Casino, starring alongside Robert 
De Niro and Sharon Stone. He’s 
even been introduced to a much 
younger audience, providing the 
voice of Mr. Potato Head in the 
two Toy Story movies.

Those film and TV appearanc-
es just scratch the surface of his 
live stage act, however.

AD-LIB KING Don 
Rickles brings his 
Los Vegas act to The 
Centre In The Square 
May 11th.

The Elmira Theatre Company does its take on Dickens with Great Ex-
pectations, now on stage at Lions Hall. A musical, the production tells 
the classic tale of Pip, who’s trying to better his station in life ... and who 
finds a different picture. Tickets $15, call 578-1570.

 Fans of Shakespeare’s Othello will have a chance May 7 to see how it 
inspired Guiseppe Verdi, as the Centre in the Square presents Opera On-
tario’s production of Otello. All the tragedy of the Bard’s story is put to 
dramatic music and song in what is considered Verdi’s masterpiece.

Kitchener’s JM Drama is holding auditions May 8 and 9 as it looks to 
cast its production of Annie. Kids aged 12 and up should bring a pre-
pared monologue and song to the Registry Theatre, 122 Frederick St. 
4-7 p.m. Saturday, 1-4:30 p.m. Sunday. Call 575-5782.
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Grade 6 class serves up $4,800 for Cancer Society It all falls under one flag Buck a year nets parkland
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Inspired by a work of Cana-
dian literature, students 
from John Mahood and 
Floradale public schools 

got an up-close and personal 
look at farm life last week. The 
afternoon trip to a Glen Allan 
farm was prompted by Jeanie 
and the Gentle Giants, one of 20 
books involved in this year’s 
Silver Birch Reading Pro-
gram.

“They’re all enjoying the 
books. This particular book 
there was a lot of interest 
about. It really struck home,” 
explained Sharon Cressman, li-
brary clerk for the two schools. 
“They’re always keen for this 
program. They love it and they 
like any activity to go with the 
books.”

The Silver Birch Reading Pro-
gram – headed by the Ontario 
Library Association – asks 
students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 to 
read 20 pre-selected works by 
Canadian authors, split evenly 
between fiction and non-fic-
tion. After reading the books, 
students have an opportunity 
to vote for their favourite in 
each category. Winners will be 
announced later this spring.

The reading is over and above 
the usual school curriculum. 

“We like to connect one of the 
stories or two of the stories 
with some actual hands-on 
learning experience,” said Val 
Melitzer, chair of the John Ma-

Farm tour expands understanding
Reading program sees subject matter turned into fieldtrip

hood school council. 
Jeanie and the Gentle Giants 

by Luanne Armstrong tells the 
tale of a foster child who moves 

in with a British Columbia fam-
ily and befriends horses owned 
by a neighbour.

“She just opens up, she blos-

soms with the interaction with 
the animals,” Melitzer said 
of the story. “This was prob-
ably one of the more popular 

books.”
After hearing positive com-

ments about the book from 
students, Melitzer called her 
friends in Glen Allan, Tony 
and Shelley Cassel, about tak-
ing the students for a tour of 
their farm. There, the students 
received a tour of the livestock 
operation and learned about 
the proper handling of ani-
mals, including horses.

Following a brief lesson from 
their hosts, the students had 
an opportunity to groom one of 
the horses, as well as hold new-
born piglets.

A second book-related activ-
ity will take place later this 
month, when a guest speaker 
visits the schools to share 
knowledge about antique bi-
cycles – the topic of one of the 
non-fiction titles.

Under the programs rules, 
students are only allowed to 
cast a vote for best book if 
they’ve read at least five in that 
particular category. However, 
Cressman encourages them to 
give all the works a fair shake.

“I tend to push a little more 
than that … because it’s not 
fair to the authors if they 
haven’t even given it a chance,” 
she said, noting she asks them 
to read all 10 books in both or 
either one of the categories.

More than just a way to pro-
mote reading to youths, Silver 
Birch makes readers “part of 
an electoral process, which 
they really like to promote,” 
added Cressman.

Severing up plates of pancakes, teacher Rachel Haston’s Grade 6 class 
from St. Clements School raised more than $4,800 for the Canadian Can-
cer Society last Saturday. The students hosted the fourth annual pancake 
fundraiser at the Swiss Chalet restaurant on Weber Street in Waterloo.

Wellesley Township agreed to loan out its one and only municipal flag this 
week, but it won’t be walking alone. Council approved a request from the GRCA 
to borrow the flag for an upcoming conference – with a council member accom-
paniment. The municipal leaders also voted to consider buying a second flag.

RICHARD VIVIAN

AN AFTERNOON AT THE FARM  Students from Floradale and John Mahood public schools got a first-hand look at life on the 
farm Apr. 16. The trip to a Glen Allan farm was inspired by one of 20 books in the Silver Birch Reading Program. Here, student 
Stephanie Duench holds a piglet.

Meeting Apr. 20, Woolwich councillors agreed to a lease agreement 
with Waterloo Region that will give the township use, for $1 a year, of 
almost one acre of land on Isabella Street in St. Jacobs. The land, adjacent 
to the railway, will be used as passive parkland.
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Let farmers showcase their good-earth savvy
Here’s one way agriculture could heed the call for greater environmental awareness

Q U A L I T Y E N G I N E E R E D H O M E S

~   Advantage Number 12  ~ 

Move in by summer 2004. 
No interest until summer 2005*.

w w w. q u a l i t y h o m e s . c a

Save Big!

0%0%
Mortgage 

for
12 months

or equivalent 
cash discount.
Purchase by 
May 9, 2004

Get a

HURRY!Limited productionspace available

CHOOSE THE
AWARD

WINNING
GLENCOE

from our 
75 architectural
designs or we'll

help custom design
your own for your 

dream lot.

*Certain conditions apply: call for details.

The Glencoe (2002 sq.ft.)

QH 5x6.875_spot_ad  4/14/04  12:36 PM  Page 1

It was refreshing to 
hear environmental-
ist David Suzuki call 

for a bevy of special days 
and events throughout 
the year to recognize 
the environment, when 
he dropped into Guelph 
earlier this week – two 
days before Earth Day 
(April 22) – and spoke to 
students about energy 
conservation. 

His pitch sounded fa-
miliar. The 30-plus year-
old Earth Day concept 
– that is, the dedication 
of a single day per year 
to raise environmental 
awareness – has long 
rankled many environ-
mentalists, moderate and 
extreme alike, who figure 
the planet deserves more 
than 24 hours a year of 
special consideration 
from those who depend 
on it (i.e. everyone). 

And while it was not a 
particularly new posi-
tion, it was wonderful to 
hear it coming from Su-
zuki. It rekindled memo-
ries of the David Suzuki 
of old, the one who used 
his imagination, charis-
ma and influence to lead 
a nation into the explora-
tion and discussion of im-
portant environmental 
topics, rather than divid-
ing it with theatrics and 

rhetoric as he’s given to 
lately, particularly with 
new farm technology.

But in Guelph, Suzuki 
avoided that topic. In-
stead, he focused on prac-
tical approaches for envi-
ronmental recognition, 
suggesting events be held 
to coincide with annual 
natural firsts, such as the 
first day sap runs, or the 
first snowfall.

It was a hometown mes-
sage. Such events would 
have to be recognized lo-
cally for the most part, 
because the milestones he 
described vary so much 
across our country (al-
though we all manage to 
agree on dates for certain 
quasi-environmental or 
weather-related events, 
such as Groundhog Day).

That’s good. It’s better 
than a parliamentary 
decree. It underlines that 
the environment is a lo-
cal issue, not something 
that only happens in Ot-
tawa, or when the federal 
government deems it so.

So on Earth Day 2004, as 
I’m writing this column, 
I join Suzuki in the drive 
toward greater and more 
frequent local recogni-
tion of the environment 
by proposing a couple 
of farm-related annual 
“firsts” be added to those 

we already celebrate (par-
ticularly agri-food week, 
around harvest time).    

For example, how about 
recognizing the first days 
of planting on a commer-
cial farm, traditional or 
organic? The immediate 
caveat is that flexibility 
would have to be built 
into the celebration, and it 
couldn’t be the exact day, 
or even week, of planting 
– farmers have to act fast 
to get their fields planted 
when the right conditions 
present themselves, espe-
cially if we’ve had a rainy 
spring and they’ve been 
held back from planting 
because of wet fields. And 
after long days of plant-
ing, they’re exhausted. 
Probably celebrating the 
first visible sign of germi-
nation – when the shoots 
rise out of the ground – is 
the right idea, after farm-
ers have has some time to 
recover.

But regardless of the 
specific day, some event 
tied to planting season 
would be an ideal oppor-
tunity to get people onto 
the farm, celebrate the 

crucial planting process 
leading to the bounty to 
come, and provide some 
enlightenment about the 
process, not to mention 
the issues. People could 
exchange views on every-
thing from crop selection 
to crop nourishment and 
crop protection. Keeping 
in mind the environmen-

tal angle, imagine the dis-
cussion topics: genetical-
ly modified plants, weed-, 
bug- and disease-control 
measures, you name it. 
What a bonanza.

Animal farmers could 
likewise tie an event 
to spring, to recognize 
the arrival of new mem-
bers of the flock or herd. 
There’s no shortage of 
environmental topics 
they could cover, too, 
particularly manure and 
nutrient management, 
and food safety as it re-

lates to an animal’s sur-
roundings and rearing. 

These efforts wouldn’t 
be easy. But they would 
help promote communi-
cation and understand-
ing of agriculture. In 
Ontario, some 20,000 
farmers have entered 
into the Environmental 
Farm Plan process, to 
ensure their operations 
are as environmentally 
friendly as possible. 
Here’s a new chance to 
showcase their progres-
sive nature.  

3-1/8" x 4-7/8" 18-3/4p x 29-1/2p

For more information,
or to order your 2004 key tags,

contact The War Amps.
E-ZEE ACCESS: TEL.: 1-800-250-3030

FAX: 1-800-219-8988
Or visit our Web site at www.waramps.ca

Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

Sharing a lifetime of experience,
the CHAMP Program for child
amputees provides on a personal

and practical level, with
emotional support and financial

assistance for artificial limbs.

The War Amps

the “efficient”charity.
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local goat milk pro-
ducers are one step 
closer to flying un-

der one banner, gearing 
up to vote on the estab-
lishment of a single mar-
keting board. 

Some 180 goat milk pro-
ducers across the prov-
ince will cast their mail-
in ballots between May 
13 and 21 on a proposal 
set forth by The Ontario 
Goat Milk Producers 
Association (OGMPA) 
and the Ontario govern-
ment.  

“The industry has 
grown quite rapidly and 
we need some stability in 
the industry right now,” 
said OGMPA secretary 
manager Deirdre Arm-
strong. “We (producers) 
need some information 
about the industry, which 
is not available through 

Flying one flag
Goat milk producers to vote on creation of marketing board 

any other means.”
Armstrong said the 

OGMPA is essentially 
a temporary body in 
charge of setting up the 
criteria for the creation of 
the new entity, and would 
eventually be replaced by 
the marketing board.

In addition to being a 
single voice for produc-
ers, the marketing board 
would also be in charge of 
setting rules and guide-
lines, research and devel-
opment and advertising 
products.

The idea to create a 
board was initially pro-
posed in April of 2002.     

Armstrong added the 
marketing board’s home 
base would likely be situ-
ated in Guelph. 

In order to pass, votes in 
favour of establishing a 
board must reach 66.7 per 
cent of those who vote or 
50 per cent of producers 
in the province, she said. 

“The proposal is for 
a set-price marketing 
board. This (the propos-
al) is the culmination of 
two years’ work and ba-
sically telling producers 
that there will now be a 
vote. The vote will go out 
to all goat milk producers 
and it’s up to them wheth-
er they want a marketing 
board or not.”

With the formation 
of the marketing body, 
Armstrong said each 
goat milk farmer in the 
province, licensed under 
the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food, 
would automatically be-
come a member.  

“There are several 
benefits to [a marketing 
board]. The major benefit 
is the single voice for the 
industry and also the in-
formation that we can get 
out of the industry in or-
der to stabilize it.”

Armstrong said goat 
milk producers would 
not be required to follow 
a quota system as seen 
in other markets such as 
cow milk or egg produc-
tion. 

Under a quota system, 
industry members are 
required to buy and pro-
duce at a set level.  

If the vote goes through, 
Armstrong noted, the 
marketing board would 
be subsidized by a fee of 
a small levy on each li-
tre produced – producers 
themselves would pay to 
run the board’s operation 
and to fund research and 
development projects.

Goat milk producer 
Linda Martin, who owns 
a farm near Palmerston, 
said the jury is still out 
on whether or not a new 
board would change the 
way farmers do business.

Martin said although 
the entity could succeed 
in getting everyone to 
follow similar rules and 
guidelines, it might do 
little in helping individ-
ual farmers expand busi-
ness.    

▼ See PRODUCERS page 28
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Add Vantage Realty Limited
Member Broker

450 Belmont Avenue West
Kitchener, ON N2M 1N3
Business 519-585-2334
Fax 519-585-0034
Res 519-748-7082

Mahlon Roes
Associate Broker

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

BATH FITTER

(519) 747-3906 OR 

1-800-937-5140

®

SINCE  1984

ACRYLIC BATHTUB LINERS
• Seamless Acrylic Walls

• Fast, professional installation

Call now for more information 
or a free in-home estimate

See you at the show
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16th Annual
WELLESLEY

HOME 
SHOW
2004

APRIL 28, 29 & 30

FREE
ADMISSION

Cash / Non-perishable Food 
Donations to the Waterloo 
Region Food Bank would be 

appreciated.
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Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
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C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING & 
HEATING SPECIALISTS

���������������������������������

���������������������������
Michael E. Ehrlich

��������������������������

������������������������������

�������������������
�������������������
�������������

���������������������������������
���������������������

�������������������������

�����������������������������������

���������
�����������
�������������������������
��������������������

“I’m kind of sitting on 
the fence right now there’s 
both ways it could go. 
Boards in the past have 
pros and cons to them. 
Some boards take your 
money and don’t do a lot 
for you and I’m nervous of 
that. However, if the board 

succeeds … it will make 
things a little fairer.”

But for the most part, 
Martin said, having a 
marketing board will 
manage to serve a much 
needed purpose.

“We need the industry to 
become one rather than 
have a lot of different 

people headed in different 
directions.”

Martin said one aspect 
of the marketing board 
sounds promising – that 
being the possible ad-
vertising that will come 
about.  

“The farmers have 
grown in numbers in the 

Continued from page 26

Producers look to marketing board

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the help of 
an all-way stop, 
Waterloo Region 

is hoping to divert some 
of the much-criticized 
truck traffic from cutting 
through Wellesley Vil-
lage. The new road rules 
are proposed for the in-
tersection of Nafzinger 
and Queen’s Bush roads, a 
frequent turning point for 
truckers looking to con-
nect to Hwy. 7/8.

As both a village resident 
and mayor, Ross Kelterbon 
told the Observer he was 
pleased to see the region 
taking steps in that direc-
tion, though he doubts an 
all-way stop alone would 
be enough. Truck-traffic 
calming has long been an 

Stopping traffic in Wellesley
Region proposes all-way stop in village’s core

issue for area residents.
“I think that trucks could 

be encouraged to use truck 
routes,” he said, echoing 
suggestions he’s made to 
regional staff about erect-
ing signs directing truck 
traffic along routes out-
side the village.

“I think that the two of 
them, if they go hand-in-
hand, will make a differ-
ence.”

According to the region’s 
figures, an average of 3,793 
vehicles go through the 
intersection daily. In the 
past five years, there have 
been four collisions at the 
corner.

On several occasions, 
Wellesley council has 
asked the region to build 
a truck bypass around the 
village, but those requests 
were turned down because 

traffic volumes don’t meet 
the required criteria.

While the all-way stop 
may discourage some 
truckers from cutting 
through the village, it 
will generate additional 
noise as the hefty vehicles 
gear up and down for the 
proposed stop on Queen’s 
Bush Road, commented 
Dave Banks, the region’s 
manager of transportation 
engineering. Stop signs 
are already in place on 
Nafzinger road.

“It will mean that trucks 
will be stopping and start-
ing in the downtown, so 
there could be more noise 
caused. Those are the 
types of issues that we 
want to get comments for,” 
he said of the purpose for a 
public information centre 
slated for May 12. 

past five years essentially 
by their word of mouth to 
their neighbours. It has 
helped expand the market 
[somewhat] but if we were 
able to advertise then we 
could tap into the local 
market and make people 
more aware of what is 
there.” 

Regional staff will be on 
hand to present the plan 
and answer questions 
from residents between 6 
and 8:30 p.m.

While there will be resi-
dents on both sides of the 
issue, ward Coun. Joe 
Nowak doesn’t think the 
noise will be much of a fac-
tor.

“I don’t know whether 
you’re going have a lot 
more because they can’t 
negotiate that corner with-
out gearing up and gearing 
down anyway. They come 
to almost a dead stop,” he 
said, repeating previous 
calls for a complete truck 
bypass.

“I think the only reason-
able thing to do about the 
truck problem is to put a 
truck bypass because the 
trucks are going to come 

anyway. 
“Hopefully I’m wrong 

… and it will discourage 
them from coming down 
there, but I would be a little 
bit skeptical,” he said of the 
impact of an all-way stop.

Depending on the public’s 
comments, a report on the 

matter could be presented 
to the region’s planning 
and works committee in 
p June or July, Banks ex-
plained.

If approved at that time, 
he said, stop signs could 
be installed later this sum-
mer. 

DONATIONS OVER GIFTS During a birthday party last weekend, 
99-year-old Eli Martin sought donations to the Woolwich 
Community Services food bank rather than cards and gifts. The 
party – held at his Chateau Gardens residence – finished with 
218 lbs. collected. Inspired by the quantity of food brought in, 
Martin made a $50 donation to the program, which serves to 
feed hungry families in Woolwich and Wellesley townships.

A BIRTHDAY OF GIVING

JULIE JOCSAK
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Great selection of  lots available. Single family homes 
starting from $199,900. Double car garages available. 
Semi-detached homes from $179,900. Visit our Model 
Home at 83 Kingfisher Drive. Open House Saturday 
and Sunday 1:30 - 4:30 or by appointment.

ELMIRA MODELS NOW OPEN!
Excellent location - close to schools and parks.
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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REALESTATE

THANK YOU

BIRTH NOTICE

ENGAGEMENT ANNIVERSARY

DEATH NOTICES

A big thank you to the 
community for your 
overwhelming support 
after the fire.

Thank you to all individ-
uals, families, friends, 
groups and organiza-
tions and businesses for 
your generosity.

A special thank you to 
Pat and Audrey Glee-
son for bringing every-
thing together.

The Piper Family

ROBINSON Chad & Nicole 
are happy to announce the 
arrival of their son, Tobin 
Jefferson, born March 18 
weighing 7lbs, 13 oz.
Proud grandparents are 
Carol Banks and Mark and 
Sue Robinson.

Love Josh & Janna

HAPPY 25TH

ANNIVERSARY
Bruce & Sue
Brubacher

FAMILYALBUM

Elmer & Susan Reist of St. Jacobs 
and Mervin & Vera Martin of 
Elmira are thrilled to announce 
the engagement of their children 
Colleen Reist and Richard 
Martin.
The wedding will take place in St. 
Jacobs on June 12, 2004.

IN MEMORIAM

STROH, Luke  - In Loving memory 
of Luke, who passed away, April 25, 
1996. Eight years ago you left us, 
your memory is as dear today as the 
hour you passed away.
Forever remembered and always 
loved by Mom and Dad, brother Skye, 
Aunt Dianne and Uncle Brian and 
Uncle Scott and Michele, two cousins 
Cody and Jesse, Grandparents Irene 
and the late Ken Hamilton.

DUNN, Ralph
Passed away, peacefully, at the side of his 
devoted and loving wife, Freda of almost 
60 years, on Sunday, April 18, 2004, in his 
84th year.

Local relative is granddaughter Lillian 
Wilker of Linwood.

GRASLEY, Lloyd Wesley Frederick
Peacefully, at Groves Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus on Sunday, April 18, 2004, in his 
87th year.

Local relatives are daughter Betty and 
her husband Douglas Paterson of Elmira.

KUEPFER, Joel S.
Passed away, on Tuesday, April 20, 2004, 
at Stratford General Hospital, in his 81st 
year. Joel resided in Millbank and was 
born in Wellesley. 

METZGER, Joseph H.
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Sunday, April 18, 2004, at Cha-
teau Gardens, Elmira. Joseph H. Metzger, 
in his 97th year, of Elmira.

RUDISUELA, Grace
Peacefully, went home to be with the 
Lord, on Thursday, April 15, 2004, at Cha-
teau Gardens, Elmira, in her 78th year.

Show everyone how
much you love your 
family with an ad in

WOOLWICH OBSERVER’S 
FAMILY ALBUM
Every week in your Observer.
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.
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Definitely not the same old ballgame on the moon
Q.  If baseball ever expands 
all the way to the Lunar 
Leagues, what will “moon-
ball” be like?

A.  Physicist Peter J. 
Brancazio, author of 
Sport Science, imagines 
games played inside 
huge atmospheric bub-
ble domes, to make up 
for the moon’s lack of 
air.  This way, air pres-
sure will be the same as 
back in San Francisco 
or Tokyo, same old laws 
of physics, except that 
gravity here is about 
one-sixth of Earth’s.  
So naturally you need 
a much bigger ballpark 
because routine fly balls 
now travel 900-1,200 
feet instead of 300, and 
home-run fences must 
be 1,300-1,800 feet from 
home plate.

Baseball bats on the 

moon feel light as a 
feather, 5 ounces in-
stead of 30, but swing 
heavy.  This is because 
though gravity is less, 
mass and inertia re-
main the same.

Here comes the pitch... 
it’s still the same old 90-
mph fastball but now 
it’s  dropping only 4-5 
inches enroute to the 
hitter instead of the 
2 1/2 feet Earthside.  
In moonball, a backs-
pinning “heater” will 
scoop the air and actu-
ally rise back up in the 
curve of a bow, as if de-
fying gravity.

Balls now weigh about 
an ounce instead of 
five, so air pressure has 
an exaggerated effect, 
making for some truely 
wild, crazy and wicked 
pitches.  Coupled with 
this, when hitters do 

connect, the ball will 
sail three to four times 
as far and five times 
as high, staying aloft 
for 30 seconds!  This 
will keep outfielders on 
their toes, with routine 
shagdowns of 500 feet 
or more and the ability 
to perform 15-foot leaps 
at the wall (timing must 
be exquisite).

A good throwing arm 
will send a ball a quar-
ter mile on the fly, but 
because the ball travels 
no faster than on Earth, 
runners can tag up on 
long flyouts and score 
all the way from first.  
Infield pop-ups that are 
dropped become — you 

guessed it — four-base 
errors.

Some advice to fans:  
Don’t forget your bin-
oculars.

Q.  On, no, elevator cable 
snaps and you’re freefalling 
20 stories!  Anything you 
can do to up your survival 
chances, such as leaping 
skyward at the last instant?

A.  In principle you 
can soften your fall this 
way, in practice you’d 
need superhuman leap-
ing ability, says Univer-
sity of Oregon physicist 
Raymond E. Frey.  As-
suming 16 feet per floor, 
you’re in for a 320-foot 

drop, accelerating to 
close to 100 mph — the 
speed you need to over-
come.

A person with a 30-inch 
vertical jump attains 
about 9 mph.  This does 
not help much... it could 
reduce your speed to the 
equivalent of merely(!) 
a 17-story drop, assum-
ing you time your jump 
perfectly.

Here, however, is 
a winning strategy.  
When the cable snaps, 
you have 4.5 seconds to 
climb the wall and go 
through the car roof 
escape door.  Remem-
ber, you’re in free fall, 
“weightless” like an 
orbiting astronaut, so 
it is not hard to climb 
but maneuvering is 
tricky.  “Now, standing 
on the car roof, fire up 
your 4000-pound-thrust 

backpack rocket. Cover 
your eyes.”

Q.  You just bought a state 
lottery jackpot ticket at odds 
of 50 million to 1.  So, which 
is more likely, your hitting it 
big and getting rich, or the 
world being hit by a dooms-
day asteroid before the 
drawing next week?

A.  Space scientists put 
the risk of a dino-de-
miselike 1-2km comet or 
asteroid hitting Earth 
out of the cosmic shoot-
ing gallery at about 1 in 
10,000 per century, or 
1 in 1,000,000 per year, 
1 in 50,000,000 for the 
next week.

So it’s a wash – about 
the same odds of you 
winning and the world 
getting creamed – for 
the ticket you currently 
hold.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)
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Spring Special
Any 3 rooms $79

(Hall or stairs considered a room - Reg $89)

��������

Couch & Chair $75 (Reg $80)

FREE GIFT WITH THIS COUPON

�����������������������

April 24
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church Heartsong, a 
Gospel Trio will be performing at 7 p.m. 685 Highpoint 
Ave. at Northfield, Waterloo. Everyone welcome, free 
will offering. For more info: Rev. Dwight Strain at 
888-7870. 
Ham Roll, Maryhill Knights of Columbus. Doors open 
at 7 p.m, starts at 8pm. $1 per person includes lunch 
and door prizes. Everyone welcome. For info contact 
Robert Lehman 519-836-8271 or Maryhill K of C 519-
648-2079. 
Giant Silent Auction 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. New Hamburg 
Arena. New and collectible goods, handmade crafts, 
bake table. Sponsored by Lions Club & Interfaith 
Counselling Centre. 
Drayton Reformed Church, 8 p.m. Featuring the 
combined voices of the Rejoice in the Lord Choir, 
Strathroy, and the Con Spirito Choir, Wyoming.
Community Gardeners Wanted Once again Woolwich 
Community Services is offering the opportunity to 
residents of Woolwich to plant their own garden plot. 
If you are interested please call Kelly, 669-5139. 

April 25
Hungry Man’s Breakfast at Elmira Legion. 8:30 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. Supporting Park Manor Public School. 

April 26
Elmira & District Horticultural Society meeting at 
7:30 p.m. at the Trinity United Church. Guest speaker 
Doug Mooder, speaking on “Landscaping”. All are 
welcome, refreshments. 
Woolwich Seniors Centre Crokinole, 1-3 p.m. 24 
Snyder Ave. Elmira. New people welcome. Cost of 50 
cents includes light lunch. 

April 27
Fish Fry Dinner – 4:30-7:30 p.m. Calvary United 
Church St. Jacobs. Adults $12; children 12 and under 
$6; preschoolers are free. Advance tickets only can 
be purchased at the Village Market in St. Jacobs or by 
calling 669-5912. 

April 28
Waterloo Rural Women & Woolwich Community 
Health Centre invite you to Couple’s Night Out. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre in St. Jacobs. Joyce & Richard Barker  
present Annuals in Harmony with Perennials. For 
more information or to register call Heidi 664-3794 
xt 237. 
Blue Spruce Awards Program for Home Schoolers 
only. In grades K, 1, 2 or 3. 4:30 p.m. is the first 
meeting. To register call Bette at the children’s 
dept. of the Elmira Library. 669-5477. 

April 29
Canadian Diabetes Association presents a night 
of cooking demonstrations for those affected by 
diabetes. 7:30-9 p.m. at Chateau Gardens Elmira.  See 
Chef Kerry Murphy and Registered Dietician Marilyn 
Temple.  For reservations call 742-1481 xt 226.

April 30
Children’s Homes International Theatre Café, 
April 30 & May 1 at 8 p.m. Poole People Players 
present “Grampa’s Twin Sister,” Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church, Elmira. Free 
admission – reservations required. For tickets call 
(519)669-8130. 
Woolwich Seniors Centre Computer Club with 
Colin Sibthorpe. 24 Snyder Ave., Elmira. New 
people welcome. Cost $2. 

May 1
Ladies: At Wallenstein Bible Chapel, 7:30 p.m. 
Spring Tea featuring Jane Burke – Poured out 
and filled up. (lessons from teapots). For more 
information call 669-1896.
LinwoodCommunity Sports Park and Library Pre-
Gala Evening. Semi-formal 6 p.m. cocktails – 7 p.m. 
dinner, silent auction, dance to Blackwater Draw. 
$75/person (receipt for $25 charitable donation 
available). Advance tickets only call Wellesley 
Township 699-4611. 
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The best protection we’ve ever

offered on all 2004 models.

7 year or 115,000km 

powertrain warranty. Plus 

24 hour Roadside Assistance.

‡

185 K

Prepared by SGL Studio for BBDO Canada

Client: DaimlerChrysler
Pub. Ad #: DCC RCA P4 2083B

Main Docket #: SCD COR P4 2080
(Studio use only)

Size: 10.25 x 15

File Name: P4 2083B Black + PMS 185 Red / Adpro 75 / NAA OAAO

Date: April 15, 2004

Operator: jason

Correction:

Prep: JDS
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Creative Signoff Production Signoff Account Signoff Prep Signoff

MEDIA LIST: ONTARIO - LONG TAB WEEKLIES PLEASE NOTE: There are 2 choices
for separation depending on your

workflow:

1) Use the Magenta Plate only for
the Spot Colour (185)

2) Use the Magenta and yellow
Plate if you are running process

VISIT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD CHRYSLER, JEEP®, DODGE RETAILER OR DODGE.CA  Wise customers read the fine print: †, *, ** These are limited time offers
which may not be combined with any other offer except Graduate Rebate and apply to retail deliveries on new in-stock 2004 vehicles. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. See retailer
for complete details and conditions. * $2000 will be deducted from the negotiated price of the financed vehicle after taxes. Taxes are payable on the full negotiated price. 0% purchase
financing up to 60 months on 2004 Caravan and Grand Caravan models. Example: $30,000 @ 0%/60 month term: monthly payment is $500; cost of borrowing is $0; total obligation is
$30,000. If customers choose 0% financing plus $2000 Cash Back, they forego additional incentives available to cash purchasers. The effective interest rate factoring in these 
incentives could be up to 6%. $2000 Cash Back offer only applies to purchase financing offer and cannot be used in combination with the advertised cash purchase price. 
** Cash purchase is applicable only to either the Dodge Caravan 28C+AT1 or 28P. † Lease is based on 48-month term. Total lease obligation is: $15,182 Dodge Caravan 28P or 28C+AT1;

$16,190 Dodge Grand Caravan 28C+CYS. Monthly payment for the Grand Caravan 28C+CYS is $220 with $4,530 down payment. Lease finance interest rate
is 0%. Kilometres limited to 81,600; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. †, *, ** Excludes freight ($1,100), license, insurance, applicable taxes, registration,
retailer charges, and PPSA. ‡ 2004 Chrysler, Jeep and Dodge vehicles are backed by the best protection we've ever offered: a 7-year or 115,000 kilometre∆

Powertrain Warranty plus 24-hour roadside assistance. Basic Warranty coverage is for 3 years or 60,000 kilometres∆. ∆Whichever comes first. Some conditions
including a deductible may apply. Offer does not apply to vehicles sold for certain commercial uses or to Ram SRT-10 models. ® Jeep is a registered 
trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation used under license by DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

FINANCING PROVIDED 
EXCLUSIVELY BY

$21PER
MONTH

†

Or lease the
2004 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

for an additional

Includes Quad Seating

$21,888 0%
purchase financing* for 60 MONTHS

PLUS
$2,000 CASH BACK

CHOOSE

oror

CASH PURCHASE**

$199†

A MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS

LEASE FOR

with $4,530 down payment 
or equivalent trade.

STANDARD FEATURES:
• 3.3L 180hp V6 engine 

• Air conditioning 

• Power windows, locks and doors

2004 DODGE 
CARAVAN

PLUS YOUR CHOICE
OF ANNIVERSARY
OR DVD PACKAGE 

WARNING
This offer may make youwant a bigger family.

STANDARD FEATURES:
• 11”Extended wheelbase • Quad seating 

• Anti-lock braking system

• Power convenience group 

• Extra cargo capacity (25.6 cu. ft.)
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