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Woolwich sports dish 
out the hardware

Supermarket plan wins approval
Council agrees to changes that increase land available to developer

▼ See NEW page 2
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Weather forecast-
ers couldn’t have 
been more wrong 
last weekend – 

and patrons at the 40th annual 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
couldn’t have been happier. 
The predicted showers and 
low single-digit temperatures 
failed to materialize, mak-
ing way for a warm, sunny 
day and the return of busy 
crowds on festival day.

Sun, syrup, sweet...success!
“The weather is obviously 

cooperating this year and the 
crowds are huge. It’s great,” 
Janet Wakutz told the Observer 
during the Apr. 3 event. Wa-
kutz and family made the trek 
to Elmira – where they used to 
live – from Waterloo to take in 
the festivities and tasty treats 
that fill it.

“We always come for the 
Knights [of Columbus] 

back bacon; that’s 
our favourite stop. 

And the Scouts candy apples, 
but unfortunately, we got the 
last one.”

Fog cover greeted visitors as 
they made their way to Elmira 
at 7 a.m. for the kick off to pan-
cakes, but it quickly lifted as 
the sun broke and the tempera-
ture began its rise to 12 degrees 
Celsius by mid-afternoon.

“I think it was a great day. 
There seemed to be a pile of a 
crowd all the time. The park-
ing folks were busy all the time 

with the coming and going,” 
festival committee co-chair 
Ellen Helps commented, esti-
mating the turnout at 70,000 
people, about twice as many as 
last year.

“Everybody seemed happy. 
Everything went very, very 
smoothly.”

The 2003 festival was marred 
by a freezing rainstorm the 
day before the big event and 
temperatures well below zero 

Crowd reaches 70,000 people to celebrate 40th Elmira Maple Syrup Festival

▼ See IT’S page 2

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A new supermarket in 
Elmira’s south end 
will be part of a larger 
commercial develop-

ment under a plan approved 
this week by Woolwich council.

A 34,000-square-foot food 
store will anchor the spot, also 
proposed to house a building-
centre-type outlet, on eight 
acres of land at the corner of 

Arthur Street and South Field 
Drive. The property envelopes 
the Tim Hortons restaurant on 
the corner.

Meeting as a committee of the 
whole Apr. 6, councillors ap-
proved the revised plan tabled 
by Elmira Industrial Land 
(EIL) Inc. over the objections 
of township planning staff. The 
new project replaces plans ap-
proved last December that called 
for development on a more com-
pact six-acre parcel of land.

Director of engineering and 
planning Dave Gosnay argued 
the proposal placed too much 
emphasis on commercial de-
velopment at the risk of indus-
trial land. The land developer’s 
plans to buy a total of 18 acres 
only added to uncertainty 
about the site’s future uses, he 
said, calling for a wider review 
of its impact before approval of 
the plan.

“If in fact we’re creating an 
eight-acre parcel that is being 

bought by one commercial de-
veloper, then let’s call a spade a 
spade – it’s going to be developed 
for commercial purposes.”

Councillors, however, opted 
to clear the way for the chang-
es – the Official Plan and bylaw 
amendments are expected to 
be ratified at next week’s meet-
ing – to put the project back on 
track.

“If the market is demand-
ing more service commercial, 
where are we going to go with 

this? This is the only opportu-
nity,” said Coun. Ruby Weber.

Councillors did require one 
concession: two acres of land to 
be zoned for commercial use (at 
the intersection of Arthur and 
Union streets) was removed 
from EIL’s stockpile to com-
pensate for the addition to the 
north. The goal was to main-
tain the existing allotment of 
commercial land, noted Coun. 
Pat McLean.

Wellesley farmer makes 
step to green power ▼ PAGE 11 ▼ PAGE 12        

FLIPPING FOR FUN Teams of local 
politicians, media and businesses where 
cheered on by a large crowd during 
the Festivals’ pancake flip competition 
where the Greater K-W Chamber of 
Commerce took the title, just beating 
out the Kitchener-Conestoga Federal 
Liberals during the final round.  

JULIE JOCSAK
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– which resulted in about 
55 no-show vendors for 
the popular mall on Ar-
thur Street.

This year, the mall was 
crowded with people look-
ing to pick up souvenirs 
and various maple prod-
ucts, as well as catching 
the action from a number 
of performers who lined 
the street.

“I came 15 years ago and 
I’ve been trying to make it 
back ever since to check it 
out again and see how it’s 
changed. It’s gotten a lot 
bigger,” commented Jen-
nifer Lobe of Etobicoke. 
As a non-driver, Lobe 
had difficulty arranging 
rides to town since her 
last festival appearance, 
but made an added effort 
to make it this time out.

“I like to walk around, 
look at the animals. I like 
festival fair events with 
the activity going on and 
the cheerfulness of the 
crowd. It draws me. I’m 
a people watcher, and I 
like to be amongst the 
crowd.”

It was at the recommen-
dation of several friends 
and Elmira natives that 
Cam Jenkins made his 
way to the festival from 
Mississauga – a trip that 
was well worth it, he 
said.

“They spoke highly 
about the festival and I 
thought I’d check it out 
and see what Elmira life 
is all about. It’s really 
nice to come here and see 
all the different booths,” 
he explained. “We don’t 
get a lot of that in Missis-
sauga because it’s just the 
big box stores. It’s nice to 
see all the small things.”

While the festival marks 
Drew Wakutz’s favourite 
day of the year, this time 
around it was particular-
ly memorable, he said.

“It’s the best day of the 
year. I just like being 
around people who are 
all having fun – nobody’s 
down about anything, 
they’re just having fun,” 
the 12-year-old said. “I 
want to look at the sou-
venirs so I can remember 
it because this is the best 
year.”

Because of the low turn-
out last year, the festival 
committee wasn’t able 
to turn a profit, which 
it usually dispenses to 
a number of local chari-
ties. However, this year 
appears to be another 
story.

“I can’t estimate how 
much, but I think it’s very 
safe to say we’re going to 
have a better year finan-
cially than we did last 
year,” Helps said, adding 
it will be a couple months 
before the official figures 
are in.

Continued from cover

“It’s the 
best day of 
the year”

Although reluctant to 
do so, EIL representa-
tives agreed to the swap 
in order to move the 18-
acre deal forward. The 
developer interested in 
the land has a firm offer 
from an as-yet-unnamed 
food store for the eight-
acre parcel, with the deal 
conditional on securing 

the necessary zoning, 
said EIL planner Bob 
Black, of RBA Planning 
Consultants.

“This will provide the 
new food store owner 
with assurance that land 
area is available for a 
larger site, if it is neces-
sary.”

The South Field business 
park, he said, is prime for 

commercial use, with 
the public primed to see 
larger footprint retail in 
that location. “The public 
is expecting this is where 
those stores will be.”

EIL’s Dennis Martin said 
the eight-acre plan makes 
sense for the town.

“The changes were due 
to the requirements of 
the purchaser, to accom-
modate their needs,” he 
told the Observer Apr. 7. 
“I think it’s best for the 
community – it allows 
for a [premium] grocery 
store and gives them 
room for expansion when 
it’s justified.”

Although approved 
unanimously by council, 
the EIL application has 
been the centre of much 
debate, in particular over 
the size of the as-yet-un-
named food store. Origi-
nally slated for 54,000 sq. 
ft., the store was reduced 
to 40,000 sq. ft. before the 
developer and township 
compromised at 34,000. As 
well, there are provisions 
to allow that number to 
grow to 44,000 by 2011, 
with the proviso that no 
request for expansion is 
made for three years after 
the new store opens.

Continued from cover

New supermarket plan gets the 
go ahead despite staff objection

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Looking to appease 
the Elmira BIA, 
Woolwich Mayor 

Bill Strauss has replaced 
Coun. Ruby Weber as 
council’s representative 
on the downtown busi-
ness committee.

The move followed com-
plaints from the group’s 
executive that it could 
not work with the Elmira 
councillor, dissent that led 
to last month’s resignation 
of two board members, in-
cluding chair Bram Holl-
man.

Weber’s removal prompt-
ed one departed board 
member, Naomi Freiburg-
er, to return to the BIA. 
Hollman, who said this 
week the move addressed 
his concerns, said he 
would not return to the 
organization, citing other 
business priorities.

Tensions on the board 
came to a head after a year-
end study found the Busi-
ness Improvement Area 
executive had overspent its 
2003 budget of $30,000 by 
almost $20,000. The bud-
get is provided by a special 

Council moves to appease BIA
Resignations prompt change of township representation on downtown committee

levy on the property taxes 
of businesses within the 
downtown core; the extra 
funds came from an accu-
mulated surplus. Weber, 
an accountant, was work-
ing with the group to set a 
more detailed budget.

“We had a parting of the 
ways. I thought things 
were running smoother, 
but they say they can’t 
work with me,” said We-
ber, who ran a “tough 
battle” against Hollman 
in last fall’s Ward 1 mu-
nicipal election.

The BIA is a commit-
tee of council, appointed 
by and answerable to the 
municipality, which sets 
the group’s budget. The 
BIA in Elmira was formed 
in 1980, ostensibly to help 
deal with major down-
town renovations that be-
gan in that era – long-term 
debt associated with those 
improvements was retired 
two years ago. 

The township has been 
pushing to find new mem-
bers for the BIA executive, 
which with Hollman as 
chair included three mem-
bers with no business in 
operation downtown.

Although reluctant to 

talk about the replace-
ment, Strauss said this 
week he expects more 
changes in the board of 
management, some “new 
ideas” to move the group 
forward. The BIA has 
asked the township to 

study the possibility of 
expanding the geographic 
area covered by the group, 
a bid that would apply the 
special-area tax to a larger 
number of businesses in 
Elmira.

Currently, 79 property 

owners – some 94 busi-
nesses – pay the special 
tax that provides the BIA 
its budget. As with BIAs 
across the province, the 
group’s mandate is beau-
tification and marketing 
of the core.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A smattering of res-
idential develop-
ment is on tap for 

Woolwich villages fol-
lowing council approval 
this week of three proj-
ects, one each in Cones-
togo, Winterbourne and 
Maryhill.

In Conestogo, coun-
cillors meeting as a 
committee of the whole 
Apr. 6 approved the 
subdivider’s agreement 
for the so-called Florica 
development. Featuring 
21 lots for single-fam-
ily homes, the project 
is slated for lands front-
ing on Sawmill Road, 
just east of Golf Course 
Road. The houses, on 
large lots, would start at 
$375,000.

Council clears path for 
village development

Approvals granted to plans in 
Conestogo, Winterbourne and Maryhill

The 10-acre site is 
owned by Klondike In-
vestments.

Municipal water and 
sanitary sewage services 
for the new project will be 
provided from the Hazad 
Construction subdivision 
now under construction 
on lands adjacent to the 
Conestoga Country Club.

That project, approved 
in 2002, calls for the 
construction of some 65 
units. The developer-built 
sewage treatment plant 
will provide services for 
the 65 new units on Golf 
Course Road, the 21 units 
in Klondike’s subdivi-
sion and up to 14 existing 
homes on the east side of 
Golf Course Road, to be 
accessed on a cost-shar-
ing basis.

The Winterbourne plan, 
meanwhile, will see the 

development of three 
residential building 
lots on part of a 62-acre 
site at 128 Katherine St. 
N. The 6.4-acre portion 
falls within the Winter-
bourne urban boundary 
and will be rezoned to 
‘settlement residential’ 
from its current ‘agri-
cultural’ designation. 
The three lots will be 
accessed from a private 
laneway to the north of 
the current settlement 
boundary.

In Maryhill, council ap-
proved applicant Karen 
Martin’s bid to rezone a 
1.7-acre parcel to ‘settle-
ment residential’ from 
‘agricultural’ to permit 
the development of two 
residential lots. The 
land in question is part 
of a 20-acre property at 
46 St. Charles St. E.
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Home team hero
Fastballer Amanda Martin takes Conestoga College’s top prize

New Hwy 7. takes 
one step closer

JULIE JOCSAK

Left wing forms in 
Kitchener-Conestoga

RIDE nabs two 
suspensions

Local students escape 
suspension for shots
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A LASTING IMPRESSION  Wallenstein’s Amanda Martin was named Conestoga College’s female athlete of the year. Her fastball batting average was .527.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The season finished several months 
ago, but the impact Wallenstein’s 
Amanda Martin had on her school’s 
athletics department continues to 

be felt. Last week, the local fastball player 
was named team MVP and crowned as 
Conestoga College’s female athlete of the 
year.

“I wasn’t even aware that they did a fe-
male athlete-of-the-year award until they 
started presenting it,” she told the Observ-
er.

“When we got [to the athletics banquet], I 
saw this book … and I read that I was get-
ting the scholarship. But MVP and athlete 
of the year, I was not aware of. For the ath-
lete of the year award, the guy that was do-
ing the speech was talking about it and he 
started naming off qualities that this per-
son had. When he mentioned third base, it 
just clicked in. 

“It was awesome. It felt very good,” she 
said of receiving the award, adding her 
fastball teammates stood and cheered as 
she went up to accept.

At the Mar. 31 year-end banquet, Mar-
tin received a $650 scholarship (awarded 

annually to a member of the team), was 
named most valuable player and took the 
top female athletics trophy – which will 
carry her name with it as it is passed on 
through the years. The tro-
phy also came with a $500 
cheque, which will “go right 
to my tuition,” she said.

“It seemed everywhere we 
turned, her name was there 
and her coaches thought a 
lot of her, her ability and 
her character on and off the 
field,” said Marlene Ford, 
the college’s athletic coordi-
nator. “I watched them play 
a lot this past year and ev-
ery game she stood out. Win 
or lose, she was by far their 
best player.”

The second-year police foundations stu-
dent “definitely” met the award criteria, 
Ford added, listing the criteria as team 
dedication/leadership and favourable ac-
ademic standing.

“She always cheered,” the coordinator 
said of Martin’s presence on the bench 
while the Condors were at bat.

The season, which ended in October, 
proved to be a successful one for Martin 

personally, but the team didn’t finish as 
strongly. The Condors found themselves 
in second-last place when the dust settled 
from the provincial college championship 

tournament in Windsor.
“It was still a lot of fun. I like 

the competition,” Martin said 
of the tournament. However, 
the best part of the trip was 
hanging out with her team-
mates.

“We had a hotel and we were 
just there as a team. It was a 
lot of fun.”

When the last bat was 
swung, Martin found herself 
with the third-highest bat-
ting average in the provin-
cial college rankings. The 19-
year-old finished with a .527 

batting average.
As a graduating student, Martin won’t be 

making a return to the Condors in the up-
coming season. Rather, she plans to contin-
ue playing fastball recreationally; joining 
up with the teammates she grew up with 
playing rep ball in Elmira. 

“We’re all over-age, but we’re trying to 
find a lady’s league to play in,” she noted. 
“I definitely want to play fastball again.”

While construction of a new Hwy. 7 
connecting Guelph to Kitchener, through 
Woolwich township, is still years away, 
the project took a step forward this week. 
Guelph city council – which was the only 
one to oppose the proposal – lifted sev-
eral conditions placed on the plan by a 
committee of council two years ago.
Among the lifted conditions was a 

clause making city approval of the high-
way dependent on intersection upgrades 
along the Hanlon Parkway.
The new highway – which has yet to 

get Ministry of the Environment approval 
– is planned to connect Guelph’s Hanlon 
Parkway to Hwy. 86 in Kitchener, cutting 
through the southern edge of Woolwich 
township. It would be constructed about 
a kilometre north of the existing Hwy. 7.

With last weekend’s forming of the New 
Democratic Party under the realigned 
Kitchener-Conestoga riding, the major 
players are in place for a federal election. 
Local NDPs gathered in Kitchener Apr. 3 
to take shape under the new boundaries 
– which include Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships – and elect their executive.
Both the Liberals and Conservatives ad-

opted the riding boundaries last month.
But all is not even. While the other major 

parties have named their local candidates, 
the NDP are still on the hunt. It’s unknown 
when a candidate will be named, said ex-
ecutive member Neil Jensen. 

Of the 80 vehicles stopped during a RIDE 
program Apr. 3, police officers handed 
out two 12-hour suspensions and four 
tickets under the Highway Traffic Act.
The program was set up on Lobsinger 

Line near Heidelberg and ran from 12:30 
to 2:45 a.m. During that time, eight 
roadside breath/alcohol screening tests 
were administered, resulting in the sus-
pensions. A suspension is awarded when 
drivers blow a ‘warn’ on the test.

There were 150 elementary students sus-
pended across the region Mar. 25 for not 
having their immunization records up to 
date, but none of them hailed from Wool-
wich or Wellesley townships.
Under the Immunization and School 

People’s Act, students are required to be 
immunized against tetanus, diphtheria, 
polio, measles, mumps and rubella. How-
ever, medical and religious exemptions are 
permitted.
In January, the health department sent 

out 3,000 letters to parents informing them 
of the pending suspension if immunization 
records were not up-to-date, including 27 
parents in Woolwich and Wellesley. 
But not all local students have had their 

shots. Woolwich and Wellesley schools 
have 33 students with exemptions; that’s 
3.44 per cent of the student body. The re-
gional exemption average is 2.1 per cent.
“It probably is on religious exemptions,” 

explained Danuta Seasons, manager of 
immunization and vaccine preventable 
diseases with the Waterloo Region Health 
Department.
“There’s both a good and a bad message 

here. The decision not to immunize is the 
decision to put the child at risk of the dis-
ease. So, 3.44 per cent of parents in that 
area have made that decision. The good 
news is that it’s still a low enough percent-
age that it doesn’t endanger the rest of the 
children that they’re going to school with.”
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley property 
owners can ex-
pect to see an in-

creased ‘amount due’ on 
their tax bills this year. 
Council approved an 11.7 
per cent tax hike Apr. 5.

The increase means 
property owners with an 
average assessment of 
$183,000 will pay at least 
an additional $98.63 over 
last year’s bill. That total 
includes a $58.02 jump 
from the township, which 
accounts for 20 per cent 
of the overall bill, and a 
$45.61 rise for the Water-
loo Region portion of the 
bill (50 per cent).

Regional council ap-
proved a 4.1 per cent tax 
increase last month. The 
remaining 30 per cent 
of the bill is a province-
set education levy. The 
amount of the 2004 levy 
has yet to be announced.

“It’s something I don’t 
like, but it’s a fact of life,” 
Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
said of the increase, 
though he was pleased 
with the process followed. 
In past years, council in-
structed staff to prepare 
a budget working with 
predetermined increas-
es. But this time around, 
staff included everything 
they felt was needed and 
council cut it from there. 
Originally, the budget 
came with a 38.7 per cent 
increase.

“As long as I’ve been on 
council, that’s the most 
thorough scrutiny that 
we have given to a bud-
get.”

The increase is largely 
due to contributions to 
reserves for future proj-
ects, such as road recon-
struction, community 
centre repairs and large 

Taxes to rise 11.7% 
in Wellesley Twp. 

Concept of donations over reserve contributions falls flat
equipment purchases 
(fire trucks, and the like). 
Increasing operational 
costs have also contrib-
uted to the hike.

In a last-minute attempt 
to lessen the tax burden, 
or possibly just postpone 
it, Coun. Ron Hackett 
again pitched the idea 
of virtually eliminating 
contributions to reserves 
in favour of a donation 
program.

The program – which 
he dubbed the financial 
alternatives program 
(FAP) – would see the cre-
ation of an administra-
tion committee of volun-
teers to solicit donations 
for various projects in 
lieu of a substantial tax 
hike. Contributors would 
be able to specify to which 
project the funds go.

However, the committee 
would be able to shift funds 
from one project to another 
once the project’s financial 
goals have been met.

With such a program 
running, Hackett sug-
gested $160,000 could be 
raised – which he called a 
“conservative estimate.” 
In return for donations, 
contributors would re-
ceive a receipt which they 
could use as an income 
tax deduction.

“The choice is up to 
the people to decide if 
they’re gong to give and 
how much they’re going 
to give. And if they don’t 
and the program fails, 
they will suffer the con-
sequences in 2005,” Hack-
ett explained to council, 
suggesting the program 
would drop the tax hike 
to 3.3 per cent.

“That would certainly 
be a lot better than the, in 
my opinion, fiscally irre-
sponsible tax rate of over 
11 per cent [increase].”

But the FAP concept 

fell flat and a motion to 
initiate it wasn’t put for-
ward. Several council-
lors expressed concerns 
over the risks involved, 
prompting Hackett to 
drop his suggestion.

“I don’t think I want to 
risk our budget right now 
on hoping this would fly. 
If you try it and it works, 
it could start in the next 
taxation year,” Coun. Du-
san Cizman said of the 
idea.

“Here we are one quar-
ter plus into the fiscal 
year and I don’t think it’s 
fiscally prudent to imple-
ment a new funding ve-
hicle on the hopes it will 
fly. If it works, it would be 
more than welcome for 
implementation in 2005.”

“To depend on dona-
tions, I think, would be 
very dangerous,” added 
Coun. Joe Nowak. “I 
think there would have 
to be an awful lot of study 
done on a proposal like 
this to see how feasible 
it is before I would risk 
passing it at this point.

“This group that would 
be formed to solicit funds 
would be in competition 
with every other fund-
raiser in the township,” 
he added.

Despite the lack of en-
thusiasm to get FAP un-
derway this year, several 
of those around the coun-
cil chamber encouraged 
Hackett to start working 
on building a commit-
tee and generating dona-
tions. Should FAP take 
off, it could be built into 
the 2005 budget, they sug-
gested.

But without the support 
of his fellow councillors, 
Hackett shelved the idea, 
saying the 11.7 per cent 
increase doesn’t offer 
much in the way of incen-
tive for people to donate.

LAWN ORNAMENT

VEHICULAR TREE CLIMBING Maryhill firefighters and paramedics responded to this single-vehicle 
collision on Crowsfoot Road, near Maryhill Road shortly after 6 p.m. Wednesday (Apr. 7). The driver 
left the road and travelled down a metre-high embankment before striking a tree in the front yard 
of a residence. The sole occupant was treated at the scene for minor injuries. As of press time, the 
investigation was ongoing. JULIE JOCSAK
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With long stretch-
es of road and 
few taxpayers to 

pay for the upkeep, rural 
municipalities need ex-
tra consideration when 
it comes to dolling out 
the gas taxes, Wellesley 
council told MP Lynn 
Myers Apr. 5.

Council met with My-
ers (Liberal – Waterloo-
Wellington) to discuss 
the much-touted “new 
deal” for communities 
proposed by Prime Min-
ister Paul Martin. The 
deal has already seen a 
promise to fully rebate 
municipalities for their 
GST expenditures – pre-
viously they received a 
57 per cent rebate – and 
there’s been much talk 
about a municipal share 
of gas taxes.

The increased GST re-
bate would see Wellesley 
Township get back an ad-
ditional $60,000 a year.

But it was the gas tax 
sharing that council 
wanted to know more 

Wellesley wants “fair shake” in new deal
Share in gas tax urged for costly infrastructure repairs

about. Specifically, they 
were concerned that 
large municipalities will 
get the bulk of the money, 
while smaller municipal-
ities which are suffering 
most from infrastructure 
replacement costs are 
glossed over.

“When you have a farm 
with a mile of road in 
front of it … there isn’t 
going to be much in the 
way of tax return to pave 
the roads, to look after 
the roads. My big con-
cern is that the gas tax 
be divvied up so that [all] 
municipalities get some, 
and not just the big ones; 
the smaller municipali-
ties that have more roads 
and expensive bridges to 
repair and [should] get 
a fair shake,” Coun. Ron 
Hackett told Myers.

“Because of the unique 
circumstances, there is a 
perceived greater need to 
supply the funds to help 
out the townships with 
less resources.”

As former mayor of 
Wilmot Township, My-
ers suggested he is well-
aware of the budgetary 

difficulties rural munici-
palities are facing, par-
ticularly with deteriorat-
ing road infrastructure.

“There has been talk 
around that (gas tax) 
being earmarked for 
transit, but there’s also 
talk that that would be 
too restrictive because 
there are municipalities 
that don’t have transit 
and there would be other 
needs – perhaps along the 
lines of infrastructure,” 
he responded, adding he 
will try to get the point 
across in Ottawa.

While talks continue 
over the sharing of gas 
taxes and how it will be 
distributed, Wellesley’s 
infrastructure sits in 
disrepair, stressed Coun. 
Joe Nowak.

“Our roads department 
has indicated they need 
close to $4 million right 
now to bring our roads up 
to par, we have a bridge 
that’s out … our fire de-
partment is looking … 
to build our fleet back 
up. Very quickly, there’s 
$6 million that we need. 
With an operating budget 

of only $4 million a year, 
you can appreciate how 
long it’s going to take us 
to realize some of those 
things,” said Nowak.

“When you start hand-
ing out gas tax … you 
may want to consider 
those municipalities that 
do have a low operating 
budget. And you may 
want to consider those 
municipalities, like ours, 
that don’t have the deep 
industrial assessments.

“I hate to say it, but in 
some respects, we’re kind 
of a have-not municipal-
ity.”

While the timeline re-
mains a question, there 
is gas tax-related money 
coming down the pike, 
Myers assured Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn, who 
repeatedly sought a com-
mitment from the MP.

“It will either be gas 
money or an equivalent 
amount,” he said, explain-
ing there are jurisdic-
tional issues between the 
provincial and federal 
governments that may pre-
vent it from being a direct 
portion of the gas taxes. 

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For Michael Gard-
ner, Jan. 11 1999 is 
a day he will never 

forget.
That is was the fateful 

day he and his then-girl-
friend were involved in a 
serious car accident that 
ultimately left him physi-
cally disabled for life.

Gardner was a passenger 
in the car when it collided 
head on with a car travel-
ling in the opposite direc-
tion.

Years later, Gardner is 
now on a mission to help 
people avoid suffering a 
similar fate.  

In an attempt to drive 
home the message of safe-
ty, Gardner, along with 
members of the region’s 
emergency and health 
crews, held a presentation 
at EDSS Apr. 7.

“I don’t want to see any-
one go through what I 
have gone through,” Gard-
ner told the Observer.  

Growing up, Gardner 
said he had it all. By his 
early 20s, Gardener had 
achieved more than what 
most people achieve in a 
lifetime. A chemical engi-
neering student at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, Gard-
ner was an accomplished 
athlete, ranked second in 
the Canadian formula “A” 
carting series.

“Everything in my life 
was going as planned un-
til Jan. 11 1999,” he said.

“After that night I was 
forced to stop and take a 

Driving home a message
Car crash survivor gives personal account of why road safety matters 

good look at my life. Life 
as I knew it changed and 
I was left to rebuild some 
sort of existence.”

Gardner said although 
dealing with his situation 
has been difficult for the 
most part; he has begun to 
realize how precious life 
really is.

Slowly but surely, he add-
ed, his rehabilitation has 
begun to pay off and he is 
slowly regaining some in-
dependence.

He added that he has 
started to swim again and 
even ride his bike.   

Gardner said he finds the 
strength to live his life by 
embracing the love and 
support of his family. 

“My inspiration is sitting 
right over there,” Gard-
ner said, pointing to his 
mother, Joyce Nunn. “My 
mother is strong as tita-
nium and she been there 
for me all the way and my 
stepfather, too.” 

Gardner said in the first 
few months of his acci-
dent he would often sulk 
and complain but found 
courage in his family.

“In the first three or four 
months I would complaint 
and huff a lot,” he recalled. 
“But my stepdad would al-
ways tell me to quit moan-
ing and get on with getting 
my life back.”    

The road safety event co-
incides with World Health 
Day, an event sanctioned 
by the United Nations’ 
global health body to gen-
erate awareness among 

vehicle users.
According to local health 

officials, roughly 1.2 mil-
lion people die in car ac-
cidents each year,  but it’s 
very rarely regarded as a 
health issue. 

The Cambridge detach-
ment of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police, in conjunc-
tion with the Waterloo 
Region Health Unit, set up 
a demonstration for local 
students.    

To illustrate the impor-
tance of buckling up, po-
lice officers used a “roll-
over simulator” or car 
to give students a visual 
lesson on hazardous driv-
ing.

About 30 people die in 
Waterloo Region in traf-
fic-related incidents each 
year and about 900 people 
perish province-wide.

Leona Hemhoeffer, a vol-
unteer with the Ayr Fire 
Department, said she 
could only hope that the 
message of road safety 
struck a cord with stu-
dents.

“I can only hope that 
kids got the message to-
day,” she said. The mes-
sage “might be difficult 
for young people to under-
stand but if they can learn 
from someone else than 
that’s the best.”

To complement the mes-
sage, EDSS activities 
director Dave Conlon 
read off the many stone 
plaques located in front of 
the school that boast the 
names of students that 
have died in car accidents 
over the years. 

LIFE IS PRECIOUS  Road safety is the theme for this year’s World 
Health Day.  

A NEW DAY  Michael Gardner, 
who survived a car crash four 
years ago, spoke to EDSS students 
about “driving safe” Apr. 7. 

PHOTOS: JULIE JOCSAK

www.woolwichobserver.com

1-800-565-8603
or visit our website at www.dart.on.ca

Are Drugs or Alcohol 
Affecting Your Life?

We can help.
If you are concerned about your own, or someone else’s use 

of alcohol or drugs, the Drug and Alcohol Treatment Infoline 
(DART) can guide you to the help you need. 

Call us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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Sunrise   
 to Sunset

photos by: Julie Jocsak, Richard Vivian & Peter Criscione

E L M I R A  M A P L E  S Y R U P   F E S T I VA L

CUTTING EDGE  Brantford’s Avery Breau, 7, takes a 
turn at the log saw.

NOT JUST SWEETS  Jordan Vamdekemp of Stratford 
enjoys corn on the cob, while those around him take in 
the festival’s sweets.

NOW THAT’S A CROWD  Elmira man Colin Sibthorp took this picture while flying over the festival around 11 a.m., 
depicting the mass of people – about 70,000 of them – who turned out throughout the day.

STRIKING A PANCAKE POSE Moe Phillips from 
Elmira takes a quick break from flipping pancakes 
to strike as pose. 

EARLY RISERS Set-up begins 
long before sunrise for Malia 
Montgomery and Mauro Galli.

EYEOPENER Harold Snyder 
from the Optimist Club of Elmira 
start his day frying onions.

THE FINISHING TOUCHES Sue Bridge from Horseshoe Valley helps 
to hang the sign on festival headquarters just before the activities 
began.

RV
RV

JJ

PC

The Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Committee relies on 
a horde of volunteers all year long. The crunch time 
comes on festival day as crews rise well before the 
dawn to set-up and work into the night to clean-up.

PHOTOS: 
JULIE JOCSAK

A REAL DOG & PONY SHOW  Kristina Parker, Jocelyn Grubb, Melissa Blake and 
Larissa Densmore show “Cassey” a Brittany breed a bit of appreciation for her part 
in the Mega Mutts dog show.
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A BUSY MARKET The Arthur Street mall kept busy throughout the festival, with 
people picking up souvenirs and a range of tasty treats.

CLEANING HOUSE WHEN THE GUESTS GO HOME By early evening Elmira’s downtown 
area is transformed back to its usual state. Volunteers stayed until the evening cleaning up 
garbage and tearing down tents, signs and booths.

PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC... Peggy Nitsche and son Sam, 1, enjoy some 
music provided by locals Paul Mitchell and Sandy MacDonald. 

LIFE IS SWEETER IN THE BUSH The sugar bush was perhaps the sweetest place to be last Saturday.  Tractors carried 
trailers full of people from the highway into the sugar bush.  Stefan Carson-Price from New Haven, England, waits for the 
next out-going trailer back to the school buses taking people to and from the main festivities to the sugar bush.

TAFFY TIME  Festival volunteer 
Steve Bisbee pours boiled down 
maple sap onto a snow tray to 
cool and harden it into maple 
taffy. The samples were then 
rolled onto sticks and sold to 
some of the many onlookers.

AT HOME IN THE BUSH Winard Brubacher, 13 enjoys some of the activities at the 
Horst family’s sugar bush last Saturday during the Maple Syrup Festival.

WHEN IT’S ALL OVER Volunteers plug the holes in the parking lot made by 
the tent poles of the pancake tent with asphalt at the end of the day. 

CLEANING CREW Skip Maher 
and Elmira Scouting put a polish 
on the downtown area.
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This development should be driven by what the  
market is demanding.

Woolwich Coun. Ruby Weber, in support of commercial 
development plans for Elmira’s south end.

» Sun shines on sap fest
Mother Nature cooperated just long 
enough to put a smile on the face of 
maple syrup festival organizers, the 
first good weather in three years. The 
large crowds should return the festival 
back to profitability. The next weather 
hurdle: Sundays Easter egg hunt.

» Farmers get the bird
Still reeling from mad-cow fallout, 
the agricultural industry is gearing up 
for more misery courtesy of the avian 
flu. Some 19 million chickens, turkeys, 
ducks and geese will be slaughtered in 
B.C. to stem the outbreak. Watch for 
shortages and government bailouts.

» A new battle brewing
The situation keeps going from bad 
to worse in Iraq as the U.S. moves 
toward June’s scheduled handover 
of power to a local council. Increas-
ingly bolder insurgents are upping 
the ante, drawing even more com-
parisons to Vietnam.

Time for a little gun-barrel diplomacy
���������

������
���������

THE GOOD,

THE BAD,

AND THE UGLY.

Embracing the new 
shopping reality

Visitors arriving in Elmira from the south 
– the most common entry point into the com-
munity – have never been greeted with the 
most picturesque of sights after hitting Lis-

towel Road. The current construction at the new 
South Field business park has done little to enhance 
the view, and therein lies an interesting puzzle for 
Woolwich council – namely, what’s the right mix of 
development along that Arthur Street strip.

Councillors got into some preliminary discussions 
of that topic this week as they approved a supermar-
ket project for land surrounding the Tim Hortons out-
let. Clearly that whole strip from South Field Drive 
to the new Union Street extension is prime land for 
commercial and retail use – land fronting on Arthur 
Street is far more useful in that capacity than as a 
home to industry, which is better left tucked in be-
hind the retail façade.

Nobody, of course, is going to argue that a strip of 
retail stores is particularly attractive; you only have 
to nip into any of the region’s cities – try King Street 
North, Fairway Road or Hespeler Road, for instance 
– to see why that is. But, that view is more palatable, 
and serviceable, than industrial boxes.

Any talk of increased commercial development will 
naturally lead to discussions about the downtown 
core. It should be obvious, however, that the types of 
use envisioned at South Field are not appropriate for 
downtown development – the core simply has no way 
to accommodate larger, big-box type development 
and locations requiring plenty of parking.

As Coun. Ruby Weber noted in this week’s council 
deliberations, the ultimate land-use decisions will 
be very much determined by the market. And the 
reality is that consumers – that’s all of us – are de-
manding something other than traditional shopping. 
This is where defence of the core falls apart: there is 
absolutely no reason to deny local shoppers opportu-
nities they now travel elsewhere to find. If retailers 
are willing to open ventures of any size in Elmira, 
or elsewhere in the township, then they should be 
welcomed – developers are not going to build without 
predetermining they’ve got a viable market.

The debate at council did highlight the need for a 
more comprehensive strategy: better to plan to meet 
the changing demands rather than deal with it on a 
piecemeal basis. Doing nothing is not an option, but a 
haphazard approach is not in anyone’s best interest.

Every effort, too, should be made to keep the devel-
opment as presentable as possible, to avoid the worst 
excesses of commercial growth, just as Woolwich has 
worked to avoid the residential sprawl blighting our 
neighbouring cities.

As for input from the core, namely the Elmira BIA, 
there is no constructive information coming from 
that direction. Naturally, the kneejerk reaction is to 
oppose any growth because it would bring competi-
tion. What goes unheeded is the fact Elmira residents 
are already shopping the competition – in Waterloo, 
Kitchener and Cambridge. All the protectionism in 
the world is not going to change the evolving shop-
ping patterns of people here, patterns being played 
out across the continent. 

Change has come; there is no going back.
Elmira has a genuine lack of stores in this new 

mode, a reality that sends many residents to points 
south to meet their needs. The timely development 
of commercial properties along Arthur Street South 
can only serve to keep more people, and their shop-
ping dollars, in the community.

Looks like the Yanks 
is gonna have to 
start doin’ some 

serious bombing over in 
Iraq, what with them low-
lifes actin’ like a flock of 
animals. Them ingrates 
need to know their place, 
with the American mili-
tary machine showin’ 
‘em who’s the boss.

I guess folks there is a 
little slow on the uptake: 
they’ve had their butts 
handed to ‘em twice by 
presidents Bush and 
Bush, now they want 
another taste of bein’ 
bombed into the sand.

Now, you’re gonna have 
more than a few cryba-
bies moanin’ over them 
proper soldiers that 
have been killed – and 
not just Yanks, neither. 
Nobody wants to see our 
boys gettin’ killed, but 
you got to expect some of 
that when you’re tryin’ 
to beat back the ungodly 
and evil types. Anything 
less would be givin’ in to 
terrorists, which is what 
they want and what dum-
bass lefties would hand to 
‘em.

How can any right-
thinkin’ folks in these 
parts not react to them 
images of proper folk 
bein’ killed and dragged 
around the streets? Here 

you got the Americans 
doin’ in a madman like 
Saddam and, instead of 
thanks, they get more 
grief from some quarters.

Sure the Yanks is fixin’ 
to get out of that cesspool, 
but part of the plan is to 
take out the trash – all of 
it – before they can call it 
a day.

WATER ON MARS?  
WHAT’S ALL THE FUSS?

You’d think they’d found 
a way to make gold or 
solved the Middle East 
problem the way I keep 
hearing about water on 
Mars. The way I see it, 
it don’t matter one bit if 
there was water up there 
once upon a time.

Some folks, however, 
is all excited that it was 
there – that’s what the 
Yanks spent $820 mil-
lion (U.S.) figurin’ out. 
If you’re like me, you 
can’t fathom why anyone 
would spend that much 
money on somethin’ that 
don’t mean a damn thing 
– folks that say findin’ wa-
ter there would make way 
for us livin’ on Mars ain’t 
got naught but rocks for 

brains. Any fool knows 
we ain’t never gonna pack 
off in great numbers and 
take up residence on that 
planet.

You can bet the farm, 
too, that there’s a whole 
mess of eggheads in this 
country lookin’ to join in 
on the space thing, anoth-
er chance to feed at the 
trough. Just like the U.S., 
we ain’t got no need to be 
spendin’ hard-earned tax 
dollars on this kind of 
thing. I was all for comin’ 
out on top of the commies 
back when the space race 
meant somethin’, but that 
ain’t been the case for 
a long time. If we ain’t 
beatin’ back the red men-
ace, there ain’t no call to 
keep wastin’ money for 
no good reason.

NO SHOCK POLITICOS 
IS PREPARED TO LIE

I don’t know about you, 
but I nearly dropped dead 
from shock on account 
of them politicos testify-
ing about that Liberal 
sponsorship scandal – it 
seems like it ain’t no big 
deal, from what I’m hea-
rin’. I guess we can all go 

about our regular busi-
ness, ‘cause there ain’t 
nothin’ to see here.

Or, maybe it’s just that 
folks who wasted, stole 
or messed up millions 
upon millions of tax dol-
lars might be prepared to 
stretch the truth a might 
when talkin’ about the 
whole affair.

I ain’t a bettin’ man, but 
my money’s on the second 
explanation.

Of course them politi-
cal types – most of whom 
wouldn’t know the truth 
(nor honesty, integrity, 
nor hard work, come to 
think of it) if it bit ‘em in 
their well-upholstered be-
hinds – ain’t opposed to 
coverin’ up a thing or two 
… especially them be-
hinds I was talkin’ about.

If you’ve been following 
that circus in Ottawa, 
you’ve heard the same 
“it ain’t my fault,” “it was 
an administrative error,” 
or just plain “that wasn’t 
my responsibility” sto-
ries from them that have 
spoken. If you’re like me, 
you ain’t buyin’ for a min-
ute – I guess they figure if 
we was stupid enough to 
let ‘em take the money in 
the first place, we’ll be 
stupid enough to fall for 
meadow muffins they is 
servin’ up now.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“What’s your
favourite Easter

treat?” John-Wesley
Weber

FOREGOING THE TOUGH LOVE, AND DR. SPOCK’S ADVICE, PAPA STRAUSS
TRIES TO FIX EVERYTHING BUT THE REAL PROBLEM AT HAND.

“A skateboard.”

Madeline
Weber

“My favourite 
candy is Scooby 
Snacks.”

Breanna
Michael

“Chocolate.”

Kurt
Michael

“Caramel, I love 
caramel.”
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American election the next prime target for terrorists

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Polls show a majority 
of voting Canadians 
support proportional 
representation

Everybody has their 
own theory about 
terrorists, the nut-

cases who will devote 
their own lives to blow 
up innocents they have 
never met to pursue their 
cause that no one else un-
derstands.

We have the nuts who 
blew up the most beauti-
ful enclave in the world, 
Bali, to destroy it as the 
favourite tourist retreat 
from nearby Australia. 
And never again will 
their rugby gangs and 
the rest go near that 
most wonderful little 
place these tired eyes 
have ever visited.

As I tell all my nodding 
friends, if I were a ter-
rorist, I would pick the 
two obvious next tar-
gets. The first would be 
Waikiki Beach in Hono-
lulu. The most famous 
hunk of sand in the 
world – nowhere near 
as good as the Bondi in 
Sydney, Australia – but 
lined by five of the finest 
high-class hotels in the 
world, all filled with fat 
and rich Americans. 

All we have to do, as a 

terrorist, is to zoom up 
Waikiki beach at mid-
night with a speedboat 
filled with dynamite. At 
high speed, ram it up the 
beach beyond the surf 
and – bingo – the entire 
tourist industry of Ha-
waii is destroyed for 
years on.

The second obvious tar-
get, if I were a terrorist, 
would be the most in-
nocent and vulnerable 
object around: Toronto’s 
CN Tower. Fill a small 
plane with explosives, fly 
it across Lake Ontario 
from Rochester and ter-
rify yet another nation.

Now, I think I’m wrong. 
It’s all because of having 
lunch with Ron Haggart, 
an experience I haven’t 
ventured for a long 
time.

Haggart is a very un-
usual character. He went 
through the University 
of British Columbia 
with Pierre Berton and 
John Turner. And, with 
them, worked on the in-
famous campus news-
paper, The Ubyssey, the 
most productive factory 
of scribblers in the coun-

try – including such as 
Earle Birney, Val Sears, 
Joe Schlesinger, Helen 
Hutchinson, Senator Pat 
Carney, Lister Sinclair, 
Peter Worthington and, 
oh, a few others of lesser 
fame. (Turner was the 
sports editor.)

Haggart eventually suc-
ceeded Berton as star col-
umnist of the country’s 
biggest paper, the To-
ronto Star. Then moved 
into television and at the 
Canadian Broadcorping 
Castration as its employ-
ees fondly call it – was a 
major producer of tough 
programs for years.

He also became – and 
still is – famous for suc-
ceeding the late Eu-
gene Forsey, the bard 
of Newfoundland, as 
writing more letters-to-
the-editor than the rest 
of the land put together. 
Forsey, when he was in 
the Senate, would rip 
out his fountain pen in 

outrage at any perceived 
grammatical error or se-
mantical mistake in the 
Globe and Mail – or the 
Grope and Flail, or the 
Mop and Pail as its own 
columnist Richard J. 
Needham used to call it. 
Editors quivered when 
they got a Forsey mis-
sive.

Haggart has his own 
weapon, the e-mail, and 
regularly peppers the 
Globe with his omnivo-
rous knowledge of Brit-
ish politics, or Canadian 
trivia, or the price of 
porridge in 1932. They 
print, I surmise, about 
one-fifth of his output.

And so it is at lunch that 
he demolishes my theory 
on the next terrorist tar-
gets. He explains, in his 
usual certainty, that the 
most devastating attack 
will be on Nov. 4, the day 
of the American presi-
dential election. It will 
come from Pakistan, he 

explains.
We all know about 

Florida’s famous hang-
ing chads, the last time 
around, where Al Gore 
got more votes from the 
American public than 
Dubya Bush but some-
how, thanks to the Su-
preme Court, got not to 
be the resident of the 
White House.

Such is the magic of 
cell phones and comput-
ers, Haggart explains, 
learned terrorists in 
Pakistan – India and 
China as we know steal-
ing our “outsourcing” 
jobs – will invade the 
U.S. election results 
and will have Wyoming 
– surprise! – voting one 
million ballots for John 
Kerry. Wyoming, mean-
while, has the popula-
tion slightly less than 
Moose Jaw.

And, thanks to the 
Pakistan bandits, the 
computer outputs going 
to ABC, NBC and CBS 
will show that Florida 
had only 20,376 eligible 
voters. It will be chaos. 
It’s brilliant. It’s typical 
Haggart. And will prob-

ably happen. It would be 
better, I have to admit, 
than Waikiki.

AND ANOTHER 
THING: The reason the 
Great Unwashed are so 
cynical about The Es-
tablishment is the befud-
dled hypocrisy. In early 
March, a thug employed 
by the Vancouver Ca-
nucks was sent on late in 
a losing game to assault 
Steve Moore, a Harvard 
graduate along with his 
two Harvard graduate 
brothers.

It is now early April 
and the Vancouver po-
lice say they are still 
“investigating” whether 
charges should be laid. 
All it would take is nine 
seconds of a TV replay. 
Has this world gone 
mad?

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH:  “I would have 
seen the janitor if it 
would have helped the 
cause of Canadian uni-
ty.” – former Jean Chré-
tien chief-of-staff Jean 
Pelletier, in testimony 
to the Commons inquiry 
into the Adscam scan-
dal.

To the Editor,
The reader who took 

exception to the growing 
public demand for a fair 
voting system based on 
proportional representa-
tion (Observer, Letters, 
Mar. 27) seems to mis-
understand many key is-
sues.  Let me touch on a 
few.  

He said NDP leader 
Jack Layton, who sup-
ports proportional rep-
resentation, is “out of 
touch with voters.”  That 
is quite wrong. Numer-
ous public opinion polls 
show that the major-
ity of Canadians support 
this idea.  That includes 
a majority of supporters 
of all the major parties, 

with the strongest sup-
port coming from those 
who voted Alliance (not 
exactly Mr. Layton’s 
crowd). Perhaps that’s 
why the Fair Vote Cana-
da campaign is support-
ed by both the Canadian 
Labour Congress and 
the Canadian Taxpay-
ers Federation, political 
opposites who seldom 
agree on other issues.

Fair voting, or propor-
tional representation, is 
about one thing: making 
sure that every citizen’s 
vote counts.  Most major 
democracies adopted pro-
portional voting systems 
between 50 and 100 years 
ago. It’s time Canadians 
had a fair voting system, 
too.

 Larry Gordon
Executive Director

Fair Vote Canada



10    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • OPINION PAGES • APRIL 10, 2004

��������������

����������������

���������������������������

Satire is the best medicine
Ridicule is hardly a 

new tool in the game 
of politics. From 

“Laugh-In” to “Saturday 
Night Live” to “This Hour 
Has 22 Minutes,” people 
have been poking fun at 
politicians for years, with 
varying degrees of success. 
That said, the role current-

ly being played by satirists 
in both the American and 
the Canadian political dis-
course appears to be far 
more significant than ever 
before. 

Two of the top-selling 
non-fiction books of the 
past year were Dude, 
Where’s My Country by Mi-

chael Moore and Lies and 
The Lying Liars Who Tell 
Them by Al Franken. Both 
authors have the ability 
to combine a compelling 
political diatribe with an 
acerbic wit. 

This is an important 
skill, given that political 
diatribes – no matter how 
compelling – aren’t gener-
ally in great demand as 
reading material. People 
like Moore and Franken 
provide the spoonful of 
sugar that helps the medi-
cine go down. And, given 
how ill both the American 
and Canadian political sys-
tems are, that kind of medi-
cine is badly needed.

Of course, the American 
political establishment 
doesn’t always appreciate 
the message conveyed by 
people like Franken and 
Moore. Not only that, but 
they also have a lousy sense 
of humour. Fox News, a 
major target of Franken’s 
book, decided to sue over 
Franken’s use of the term 
“fair and balanced” in the 
book’s subtitle, but their 
lawsuit was basically 
laughed out of court. Like 
the Liberals’ threatened 
lawsuit against the authors 

of www.paulmartintime.ca 
(a parody of Paul Martin’s 
own website), the resulting 
publicity was better than 
anything that Franken’s 
publishers could have 
bought.

Now Franken is turning 
to talk radio, a medium that 
has long been dominated 
(at least in the U.S.) by the 
right, and calling his pro-
gram “The O’Franken Fac-
tor” (a play on Fox’s “The 
O’Reilly Factor”). He is 
expressing a strong desire 
to be sued by Fox again, 
in hopes of increasing rat-
ings for Air America, the 
new liberal radio network 
(note that, in the United 
States, the term “liberal” 
still means “progressive”). 
In his premier broadcast 
last week, he sent out the 
following reminder to Fox 
and Bill O’Reilly: “Satire 
is protected free speech in 
this country, even if you 
don’t get it.”

In Moore’s case, in par-
ticular, one doesn’t have 
to scratch the surface very 
long to see that his satire 
is just a means to an end. 
His letters from American 
soldiers serving in Iraq 
(which you can view at 

www.michaelmoore.com), 
for example, are so poi-
gnant that I defy anyone 
– regardless of their posi-
tion on the war – to read 
them without being moved 
to tears.

On television, political 
discussion is dominated 
by programs such as “Rick 
Mercer’s Monday Report” 
and “The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart.” While Mer-
cer and Stewart are much 
more equal opportunity 
satirists (usually poking 
as much fun at the left as 
they do at the right), they 
routinely manage to dis-
credit the mistruths and 
stretched truths.

The question is: why 
should it be left to what 
Stewart himself calls “a 
fake news program” to ask 
the tough questions that 
should be the territory 
of so-called serious news 
programs? Perhaps that is 
why, as CBC’s “Disclosure” 
reported in February, more 
and more people (particu-
larly young people) were 
getting their news from 
comedy/news programs. 

In print and Internet 
journalism, it is equally 
true that the satirists are 
the ones doing the heavy 
lifting of political analy-
sis. Satire sheets such as 
The Onion (which has a 
far wider focus than just 
politics) often provide 
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Happy Easter!

more accurate and cutting 
political analysis than the 
mainstream media, which 
followed the Bush line on 
Iraq so slavishly at first 
that at least one reporter 
has now offered an apology 
to his readers. 

Cartoonist Dan Perkins 
(a.k.a. Tom Tomorrow) 
does a weekly cartoon 
called “This Modern 
World” which is manda-
tory reading for anyone 
hoping to understand the 
murky world of American 
politics. In a 2003 inter-
view, Tomorrow comment-
ed that, “the cartoons are a 
way of – how can I put this? 
– allowing people to laugh 
at things rather than just 
get so angry that their 
heads explode. It’s admit-
tedly bleak humour right 
now… We are so engulfed 
by absurdity I think at 
most times, but so much so 
right now.”

More recently, Tomorrow 
has pointed out that “it’s 
awfully hard to satirize 
people who keep outdoing 
your best efforts.” And he’s 
right about the right; they 
really do seem to be bent 
on becoming a parody of 
themselves. By drawing 
attention to these follies, 
political satirists perform 
two equally important 
public services: they make 
us laugh and they make 
people in power squirm. 
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Woolwich approves $4,000 for WFA Tenders hit the roads The business of fl ipping fl apjacks
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Green power
Wellesley farmers invest in green energy generators

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having used wind power to 
supply themselves with elec-
tricity for years, local farm-
ers are taking their energy 

production a step farther; looking to 
tap into the Ontario power market to 
sell ‘green energy.’

Edwin Martin recently installed a 
heavy duty wind turbine on his Hessen 
Strasse property, replacing an older 
model which had been working for 
years. Martin said he’d purchased the 
used turbine from California and ex-
pects to have it operational in the next 
couple weeks.

Once it’s up and running, the local 
farmer plans to turn the turbine into 
profi ts. And he’s not alone.

For the past 12 years, Jacob Martin 
has counted on a wind turbine to keep 
the juice fl owing at this Martin Creek 
Road farm. But with the success of his 
production – he actually has two small-
er turbines, a second one was added fi ve 
years ago – he’s looking to add a heavy 
duty turbine to his property. 

“I think three-quarters of the power 
will be sold,” he suggested of a larger 
turbine’s output.

Between the two turbines currently 
running, there’s been enough energy 
output to power the farm’s lights and 
deep freezers, though sometimes add-
ed hydro is needed during the summer 
months, he explained. To erect a larger 
turbine – like that of Edwin Martin’s 
– will cost about $40,000, he said.

But such an investment may pay off 
when it comes time to sell, suggested 
Ian Rowlands, environmental studies 
professor at the University of Water-

loo.
“When it’s wind-powered electric-

ity, it can be so-called ‘green power’ 
and therefore they may be able to get 
a premium price for that product. It’s 
environmentally friendly and there 
are those who are interested in displac-
ing their more damaging forms of elec-
tricity use with more environmentally 
friendly forms of electricity use,” he 
said.

In the existing market, green power 
is essentially consumer driven, Row-
lands added, suggesting the main con-
sumers would be “businesses wanting 
to fulfi ll their corporate responsibility 
commitment or for other reasons are 
interested in purchasing green power 
or individual homeowners who are 
trying to support wind power or other 
forms of green electricity.”

There really isn’t much in the way 
of incentives for people to take a good 
look at wind-powered energy right 
now, though there may be some com-
ing down the provincial pike as a new 
energy policy is put together, suggested 
Rowlands. 

“It’s important for addressing the 
supply challenge that is out there right 
now and also to get experience at how 
these things operate to bring down the 
prices and develop the technologies, 
develop the local industries. Past expe-
rience in electricity has shown us that 
we’re interested in having a portfolio 
of resources to draw from.”

In order to promote green energy pro-
duction, the province is currently con-
sidering building such a portfolio, he 
continued. One way to advance green 
production would be to reserve a cer-
tain portion of the market for environ-
mentally friendly energy.

“Say I’ve got 100 units of electricity 
that I want to sell into the market pro-
duced by a gas-fi red power station … I 
also have to have three or four units, 
depending on the particular rules, 
of green power that I have to put onto 
the market as well,” the professor ex-
plained.

“It would put the onus on the produc-
ers.”

The government may also go the way 
of Germany and guarantee a particu-
lar sale price for green energy – hence 
promoting its production via higher 
values and advance the technologies 
used.

Producers would also benefi t from 
the elimination of debt retirement and 
high-voltage charges that drive up the 
cost of installing a wind turbine, Jacob 
Martin added.

“If the government is actually push-
ing green energy, they should withdraw 
those charges. That would really help,” 
he told the Observer. “I think that if the 
right politicians knew enough about it, 
then they would help to get that going. 
That’s something that really should be 
changed.”

But wind energy alone won’t solve the 
province’s energy woes, particularly if 
the coal-fi red generators are taken of-
fl ine as proposed by Premier Dalton 
McGuinty, added Rene Gatien, presi-
dent and CEO of Waterloo North Hydro.

“I think we need the wind energy, 
conservation, all the things we can 
do. However, we still need a good en-
ergy solution for the province. We are 
shutting down an awful lot of energy 
with the coal plants,” he said, noting it 
would take a “phenomenal” amount of 
wind turbines to equal the output of a 
coal-fi red plant.

Woolwich council this week approved a levy of $4,000 for the Waterloo 
Federation of Agriculture. The money, to be collected in 2004, comes 
from a special levy on properties assessed in the township’s ‘farmland’ 
tax class.

Meeting Apr. 6, Woolwich councillors approved two works-related ten-
ders. Donegan Haulage Ltd.’s tender of $5.87/tonne for gravel, a contract 
worth some $83,000, was accepted, as was Steed & Evans Ltd.’s tender for 
winter sand at $3.76/cubic-metre, for a total of $4,800.

A team from the Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of Commerce, 
which included Chuck Martin of Elmira’s Martin Mills, captured top prize 
in the pancake-fl ipping contest at last weekend’s Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. It’s the second consecutive year the chamber claimed victory.
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Community Theatre at its Best!
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PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was literally a big night 
for Woolwich Minor Hock-
ey as some 400 players 
gathered at the Elmira 

Arena Apr. 6, for the league’s 
year-end banquet. 

“This is a true tribute to Wool-
wich Minor Hockey,” said event 
organizer Deb Good, referring 
to the large turnout. “This just 
goes to show how successful 
this league really is.”

This year’s turnout more than 
doubled the number of par-
ticipants on hand for previous 
year-end banquets, she noted.

“We’ve traditionally had 
about 200 people at these events 
including parents. But this 
year we have 400 hockey [play-
ers] alone.”

With the ceremony initially 
slated to take place at Lions 
Hall, organizers had to quick-
ly scramble to move the event 
next door to the Elmira Arena 
to accommodate the much larg-
er audience.

The attendance could be at-
tributed to the increased num-
ber of awards presented at the 
banquet, especially the inau-
gural Dan Snyder memorial 
scholarship, Good added.

A total of 30 awards were pre-
sented to players ranging from 
four to 19 years of age – begin-
ning from the mini leagues to 
young men’s.

Each squad gave out four hon-
ours to members of each team 

After the hockey, the hardware
Woolwich Minor Hockey wraps up the year at crowded banquet

ager of the Junior ‘B’ Elmira 
Sugar Kings, presented the first 
annual Dan Snyder memorial 
scholarship to 18-year-old Elmi-
ra resident Steve Johnson. The 
award included a plaque and a 
cheque for $1,000 to be used to-
ward the player’s post-second-
ary education.

Johnson said winning the 
award was an unexpected plea-
sure.

“It feels great, but I’m a bit 
surprised to win. When I heard 
about some of the other people 

including most improved, most 
dedicated, most sportsman-like 
and sprit awards.

In addition to the individual 
prizes, four Woolwich squads 
had the opportunity to showoff 
some valuable hardware.

Teams from various Wool-
wich squads showcased their 
championship and finalist tro-
phies.

Eric Schuurmans, a member 
of the Atom #3 squad, said he 
was really excited to garner 
the award for most improved 
player.

“Winning was awesome,” the 
10-year-old minor hockey play-
er said. “It’s my first year, so 
that’s good.” 

The Woolwich Atom team 
took home the league title af-
ter defeating Wellesley’s Twin 
Centre in the final match.  

Steve Larmer of the NHL 
Players’ Association said that 
ultimately it wouldn’t be mi-
nor hockey if players and par-
ents couldn’t get together and 
celebrate their team’s achieve-
ments at the end of the season. 

“These kids play hockey and 

they work so hard throughout 
the course of the season – it’s 
nice to be able to get together at 
the end of the year like this and 
celebrate everybody’s triumphs, 
not just the winning teams,” he 
said. “They have a chance to 
meet new friends and develop 
friendships and learn not just 
hockey skills but life skills.” 

But perhaps the highlight of 
the evening was the award pre-
sented in honour of fallen NHL 
player and Elmira native Dan 
Snyder.

Graham Snyder, general man- ▼ See MAJOR page 15

JULIE  JOCSAK

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER  Steve Johnson (far right) received the first annual Dan Snyder memorial award at the Woolwich Minor Hockey banquet held Apr. 6 in Elmira. NHL 
Players’ Association member Steve Larmer along with Jake and Graham Snyder (from left) presented Johnson with a plaque and $1,000 scholarship.   

The hockey season winds down for the Wellesley Applejacks Apr. 14, 
when they host their year-end banquet, where several awards will be 
presented to standout players. The Jacks playing season ended Mar. 19 
in the second round of the playoffs against Tavistock.

Recreation facility development in Woolwich township got a boost from 
council this week. Council members endorsed a plan to establish a reserve 
fund specifically dedicated to facility development. The need for such a 
reserve was identified in the 2003 Recreation Facilities Needs Study.

In honour of Elmira native and Atlanta Thrasher Dan Snyder’s memory, 
the NHL franchise presented the first memorial trophy bearing his name 
last weekend, presenting it to Garnet Exelby. The award will be pre-
sented annually to the team’s unsung hero.

12    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • SPORTS PAGES • APRIL 10, 2004

Jacks to hand out the hardware New fund set for Woolwich rec. facilities Dan’s memory lives on



���������
�������������

������������������������

�������������������
�������������������

������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������

FOR A LIMITED TIME. 
0$ DOWN/0% INTEREST/0 PAYMENTS UNTIL JANUARY 2005**

731225-032704EW

*Offer valid from 01 March, 2004 until 02 May, 2004 and is subject to change without notice at any time. Valid at participating dealer only. See dealer for details.

**Offer valid from 01 March, 2004 until 02 May, 2004. Subject to AgLine™ approval and John Deere dealer participation. For personal or commercial use. After 
interest free period, for eligible purchases of goods and services: 1) minimum monthly payment required (see example below); and 2) finance charges will begin to
accrue on amount financed at 12.9% per annum (on first day following the interest free period). A $0.50 per month minimum finance charge may be applied to unpaid
balances. No down payment required. For example, after interest free period on a X485 Tractor; GT245 Tractor; GT335 Tractor based on a selling price of $9,999.00;
$5,749.00; $10,219.00 less a down payment of $0 (up to a 20% down payment is permitted) results in a balance of $9,999.00; $5,749.00; $10,219.00 to be financed for a
maximum of 82 months with 82 monthly payments of $199.98; $114.98; $204.38 totalling $16,398.36; 9,428.36; $16,759.16 based on 12.9% APR with a cost of borrowing
of $6,399.36; $3,679.36; $6,540.16. In the event the loan goes into default, the charge for amounts past due is 19.75% APR. Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight and 
preparation charges not included and may increase price or monthly payment(s). See your dealer for complete details and other financing options. Available at 
participating dealers only. Minimum purchase required. Program subject to change, without notice, at any time.

For a limited time, you can get a great deal.  No money down, no payments and no interest until

January 2005** on some of our most popular John Deere garden tractors. You’ll enjoy 

months and months of hard-working John Deere durability before you pay a dime.  

But while John Deere is built to last, this deal isn’t–hurry in soon 

to take advantage of this special offer.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE.
AND NOW,

NOTHING BUYS ONE.

www.JohnDeere.com NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE™

Elmira Farm Service Ltd.
www.elmirafarmservice.com

Listowel
Highway #23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
1-800-263-9289

Acton
RR #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
1-800-685-3835

Elmira
122 Church St. West
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
1-800-265-6188

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

GT245 up to $500 off*

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

GX335 up to $300 off*

Stop by and check out 
our selection of 

X485 up to $1500 off*

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It was nearly a clean 
sweep for Woolwich 
Ringette at last week-

end’s Western Region 
Ringette Tournament in 
London. Every team re-
turned home with some-

Woolwich Ringette 
takes to the podium

Four golds and a bronze for Woolwich at regionals

thing around their neck; 
namely four gold medals 
and a bronze.

“Our Woolwich teams 
cleaned up at regionals. 
Everybody came home 
with hardware,” ringette 
association president 
Brenda Poole said.

“All of our teams really 

played awesome together. 
I watched a lot of their 
games and it was just 
great to see the spirit on 
and off the ice. I think 
friendships made off the 
ice contribute to play-
ing so well together as a 
team.”

▼ See REGIONALS page 15

FINAL SHUTOUT  The Woolwich Ringette Tween team kept Hanover from netting a single goal during 
their regional tournament finals Apr. 4. Woolwich won 2-0. Back row (from left): Cassy Ruppel, Barb Huegle, 
coach Dawna Martin, Caroline Strenzke, Christina Wilkinson, Amber Truax, Michelle Lee, coach Scott Thomas 
and coach Angela Martin. Front row: Emily Schieck, Rachelle Ament, Steph Thomas, Jenna Petker, Amanda 
Poole and Tabatha Horst.
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Suing for a buck: every good hunter needs a great lawyer
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computer wholesaler
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HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

Reality Bytes Inc.

PLUS: LAPTOPS FROM $299!
WE ALSO DO

COMPUTER REPAIRS & UPGRADES

P3 933 DELL
• 128 mb ram

• 20 gb hard drive
• CD-ROM

• Windows 2000 Pro

$349
Dell P4 • 1.8 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• CDRW
• Windows
   2000 Pro

$649

• 17” Flat Monitor
ONLY $100

• 19” Flat Monitor
ONLY $160

• 21” Flat Monitor
ONLY $250

ADD AN
AFFORDABLE

MONITOR

Compaq Celeron
2.5 GHz
• 256 mb ram 
• 40 gb hard drive
• 48x CDRW • 56K Modem
• MSI Motherboard
   INTERNET READY SYSTEMS!

$449

The other day I re-
ceived a phone 
message from my 

old hunting buddy Jerry. 
At first blush, it seemed 
like a pleasant social call, 
merely an invitation to 
a venison dinner. But I 
knew better. 

“Jerry’s so nice,” said my 
wife, after listening to the 
voicemail message.

“Nice nothing; know any 
good lawyers?” I fumed.

“Can’t we just forget 
them and divide every-
thing equally?” she an-
swered, perhaps too eager-
ly. “The kids will visit you 
on weekends. I swear.”

After an awkward mo-
ment of silence, I then 
went on to translate Jer-
ry’s phone call to Carol. 
Like any veteran hunter, 
I knew that Jerry’s real 
purpose was to torment 
me about last year’s deer 
season. This was made 
abundantly clear by the 
fact that he was provid-
ing the venison while he 
asked me to bring potato 
salad.

“Insidious,” I muttered. 
“I’m going to sue.”

“But he’s just inviting 
us to dinner,” she stated. 

“Why would you want to 
sue?”

I told her the sad and 
sordid tale of last deer 
season. Something I had 
suppressed until now. 
As I gazed off into space, 
I recollected the time I 
spent as a guest at Jerry’s 
hunt camp. I then related 
the story about the deer I 
missed due to Jerry’s gross 
and willful negligence.

“I don’t get it. You shot a 
stump in front of the deer. 
How is that Jerry’s fault?”

Though absurdly obvi-
ous, I patiently explained 
that Jerry had provided 
me with neither written 
nor verbal warning that 
the forested property was 
literally strewn with deer 
colored stumps. Nor, I 
added, did he inform me 
that the deer on said prop-
erty had a tendency to use 
those very same stumps as 
cover – quite frequently, if 
the hunt camp log book 
was to be believed. In fact, 
I said, Jerry never men-
tioned the stumps at all, 
until after the fact. And 
since, then, he has never 
stopped mentioning them.

Furthermore, I argued, 
before Jerry and his negli-

gent friends had meddled 
with chainsaws, those 
stumps had been full 
grown trees – the kind not 
easily confused with deer. 
“I only shoot those while 
grouse hunting,” I noted.

“Really?”
“This was clearly part 

of a wider agenda to em-
barrass the invited deer 
hunter,” I suggested. “But 
it won’t work.”

“But aren’t you responsi-
ble when you pull the trig-
ger?” she parried.

“Good question,” I said. 
Then, I referred her to the 
precedent set by Zoom in 
the duck season of 1978, 
whereby the cagey old 
hunter denied, and was 
acquitted of, all respon-
sibility in the killing of a 
mallard drake, after ef-
fectively arguing that its 

feeding chuckle was driv-
ing him mad. The jury, on 
which I sat, considered the 
hitting of the duck, an un-
fortunate coincidence at 
best, especially in light of 
Zoom’s abysmal record on 
the skeet range. In a later 
ruling, Zoom, in fact, won 
a countersuit in which he 
sued the duck for willfully 
interfering with his shot 
string. Of course, he had a 
great lawyer.

Judging by the way my 
wife’s eyes glazed over, I 
concluded that she wasn’t 
in possession of a brilliant 
legal mind such as mine.

“Neither are you,” she 
quipped. “What are you 
suing Jerry for?

“Obviously, pain and 
suffering,” I muttered. 
“Repeatedly kicking that 
stump, hurt my foot.”

“Are you hoping for a 
monetary settlement?” 
she asked.

“Court-ordered silence,” I 
replied. “This is not about 
money.”

After heated negotia-
tions, Jerry and I settled 
out of court for an undis-
closed amount. Anyone 
want to buy a slightly used 
chainsaw?

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Members of Can-
ada’s national 
men’s sledge hock-

ey will head overseas later 
this month in defence of 
their championship crown.

The team will travel to 
Ornskoldsvik, Sweden 
Apr. 17 to compete in the 
world sledge hockey cham-
pionships. 

Canada hoisted the cup 
four years ago in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

“We really feel we’re 
well prepared and can do 
well in this tournament,” 
said Elmira’s Jeff Snyder, 
coach of the national team. 
“We’re definitely capable 
of winning this thing.”

To help raise money for 
their trip, the national 
sledge hockey team staged 
a number of fundraising 
events, including an exhi-

National sledge hockey team set 
to defend world crown in Sweden

Team confident they will repeat championship glory, says coach
bition match against the 
Elmira Sugar Kings last 
February. 

A total of eight teams, di-
vided into two groups, will 
vie for the championship 
crown in Sweden.

Canada will open their 
campaign against Japan 
Apr. 17, followed by games 
against defending Olym-
pic champions the United 
States and Great Britain.

Snyder said the team has 
been undergoing a gruel-
ing training process in an 
effort to reach tiptop shape 
for the tournament.

The coach added that be-
cause players live in differ-
ent parts of the country, it 
is hard to get the squad to 
train on a frequent basis.

“We’ve been working 
them pretty hard and 
they’re definitely in better 
condition then they were a 
few months ago,” he said. 
“The team has trained re-

ally hard and is ready to 
perform their best.”

The Canadian national 
team roster has seen mi-
nor changes since their 
last world championship 
run four years ago. 

In fact, Snyder explained, 
a mere three players have 
been added to the line up 
this time around.

Joining the team are 
Quebecers Marc Dorion 
and Eric Desjardins and 
Ontario resident Ray 
Grassi.

Snyder said the new addi-
tions have added depth to 
both the squad’s offensive 
and defensive line. 

“The team definitely 
has a lot more depth then 
last year,” Snyder told the 
Observer. “In the past we 
might have just relied on 
two key player to score the 
goals but now we at least 
have two solid lines that 
we can depend on.”

Having that newfound 
intensity, according to 
Snyder, will be crucial 
in executing the squad’s 
game plan.

Snyder said the team is 
hoping to capitalize on 
“the energy” of the young-
er players to dominate the 
flow of play. 

“We’re a younger team 
compared to a lot of other 
countries [in the tourna-
ment]. We have a bit more 
speed and are looking to 
use that to put pressure on 
teams,” he said. 

As for the mood in the 
dressing room, Snyder 
said the players are excit-
ed and ready to meet the 
challenge.   

“When we finished prac-
tice yesterday (Apr. 4) the 
guys were really excited to 
get going,” he said. “Some 
of them even commented 
that they wished the tour-
nament was already on.”

578-1570
1  8 0 0  2 6 5 - 8 9 7 7
101 Queen Street N • Kitchener
www.centre-square.com

Box Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm • Saturday 10am - 6pm

1/8pg CITS WO TCH  4/1/04  9:55 AM  Page 1
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MACHINERY
SALES

3691 Nafziger Road,  Wellesley
PARTS, SALES & SERVICE 656-3098 

1-800-827-2153
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E V E R  S T A F F

The repeat wasn’t to 
be. The defending 
champion Water-

loo Midget AAA Wolves 
– which includes seven 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
players – claimed silver 
in their quest for gold at 
the all-Ontario champi-
onships Mar. 29 to Apr. 4.

Waterloo fought their 
way to the finals in 
Quinte (near Bellville), 
but found themselves on 
the short end of a 3-1 stick 
courtesy of the Toronto 
Malboros.

“They were deserving. 
Our boys played well, 
but yesterday they were 
better than us,” coach 
Randy Harbach said of 
the Toronto team.

“I’m very proud of the 
boys. They had a fabu-
lous season,” he said, 
noting the overall record 

In the final round of the 
season-ending tourna-
ment Apr. 4, the Wool-
wich Tweens skated over 
Hanover 2-0; the Petite 
girls handed London BL 
a 4-3 loss; Twin Centre 
Novice players lost 8-5 to 
Woolwich; and the Open 
division beat Guelph 9-2.

The Junior players 
made it to the consolation 
finals, where they won 7-2 
over Tillsonburg to claim 
the bronze.

“I believe that the whole 
momentum started at 
the Barrie tournament 
in March,” Poole said 
of what led to the medal 
run. The Barrie tourna-
ment marked the first 
time the association 
travelled as a whole and 
stayed overnight. “The 
whole association joined 
together and we were 
successful there as well. 
Then [the momentum] 
carried through to three 

Continued from page 13

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
TWEEN
Western Regional
Ringette Tournament
APR. 2
Woolwich 4 London 1
Goals: Caroline Strenzke, 
Cassy Ruppel, Steph Thomas, 

Jenna Petker
Assists: Barb Huegle, Michelle 
Lee
Woolwich 11 Guelph 1
Goals: Jenna Petker (4), Steph 
Thomas (2), Michelle Lee, 
Rachelle Ament, Barb Huegle, 
Emily Schieck, Amanda Poole
Assists: Amber Truax (3), 

Caroline Strenzke (2), Jenna 
Petker (2), Steph Thomas (2), 
Rachelle Ament (2)
APR. 3
Woolwich 7 Goderich 2
Goals: Amanda Poole (3), 
Steph Thomas, Jenna Petker, 
Cassy Ruppel, Barb Huegle
Assists: Emily Schieck (3), 

Caroline STrenzke (2), Steph 
Thomas, Cassy Ruppel, Barb 
Huegle, Amanda Poole
APR. 4
Woolwich 2 Hanover 0
Goals: Jenna Petker, Rachelle 
Ament
Assists: Amber Truax, Christina 
Wilkinson, Steph Thomas

Regionals had ring of success
of the teams … which 
finished on top of their 
leagues.

“The momentum kept 
building. However it start-
ed in Barrie, it just carried 
through.”

In Barrie, the Novice, 
Tween and Open teams 
claimed gold, and the Pe-
tite team finished with 
silver.

A St. Jacobs ladies team, 
not formally associated 
with the minor ringette 
organization, also fin-
ished well in the regional 
finals, claiming gold. The 
ladies – who enter tour-

naments but don’t play 
regularly – knocked down 
Owen Sound 6-5 to take 
the finals.

Following the tourna-
ment Apr. 5, the associa-
tion hosted its annual ban-
quet, where two of its vol-
unteers were recognized. 
Stew Gingrich received a 
long-time service award 
for his 14 years as a volun-
teer with the association.

The first ever Gary 
Huegle volunteer of the 
year award was also pre-
sented to Deb Thomas. 
Huegle, who donated his 
time as a coach, time-

keeper and more for the 
past five years, died sud-
denly after returning 
home from a ringette 
tournament last month.

“We wanted to have 
some sort of an award to 
describe Gary’s commit-
ment to our association,” 
Poole said of the award, 
which will be handed out 
annually. “We just fig-
ured that there are lots of 
people in our association 
who are deserving and 
this would be a memorial 
to him. We really felt that 
we needed to remember 
him.”

Woolwich players take silver at provincial tourney
Waterloo Midget AAA Wolves pounce; Elmira player named top scorer

was 56-6-4. “That’s a good 
record.”

The Wolves won the 
chance to compete at 
the Ontario Midge AAA 
Championship Tourna-
ment after winning the 
MHAO Alliance title last 
month.

“The boys played re-
ally well. I was very, very 
happy with this team be-
cause it’s a young team. A 
lot of the teams you play 
against have nine or 10 17-
year-olds; we have three. 
We’re basically a 16-year-
old team and we showed 
very well,” Harbach said, 
adding he was concerned 
about the age difference 
heading to Quinte.

“I was a little concerned 
about our inexperience 
and the age factor, be-
cause I knew we’d be play-
ing against older boys. 
That one year maturity 
makes a big difference 
sometimes.”

But those fears were put 
to rest soon after play be-
gan. The Wolves downed 
the Greater Kingston 
Predators 5-1 to kick off 
the tourney Mar. 29. They 
followed that up with vic-
tories over the Soo North 
Stars, Markham Waxers 
and Malboros. Prior to 
the finals, the sole loss 
came 2-1 at the hands of 
the Gloucester Rangers.

The win over Toronto 
came Mar. 31 and ended 
with an 8-2 tally.

“When they came into 
the tournament at the be-
ginning of the week, they 
didn’t play very disci-
plined. They were taking 
a lot of penalties and run-
ning around,” Harbach 
said of Toronto. “Some-
thing happened to that 
team midway through 
the week because they 
sure straightened their 
act out. They were a pret-
ty good hockey team.”

While the Wolves had to 
settle for silver, forward 
and Elmira resident John 
Lunney was recognized 
as the tournament’s top 
scorer during an awards 
banquet that followed 
play. During the tourna-
ment, Lunney marked 
four goals and nine as-
sists to finish with 13 
points. Teammate Jeff 
Harbach, of Waterloo, 
tied for second with six 
goals and three assists.

“Johnny’s very under-
rated. He’s a smaller boy, 
but Johnny has a big heart 
and he plays the game 
hard. Somebody should 
give John a chance down 
the road because he can 
play the game,” the coach 
commented.

“The kids from Wool-
wich, they all performed 
well. Zac Bauman was 
a big leader for us; Josh 
Ahier killed penalties 
and played very well; 

Mike Young scored some 
big goals for us; and 
Tanner McIntosh was 
a rock on defence for us 
the whole week. They all 
performed well and they 
should all be proud of 
themselves.”

Because of the young 
age of the players, many 
will be eligible to make 
a return run at the title 

next year. Sixteen of the 
19 players will qualify to 
join the squad next sea-
son, should they wish to 
do so.

“I’m sure we’re going to 
lose some to Jr. B. They 
are ready to go play. Some 
centres hold them back, 
but I feel that if they’re 
ready, they should go,” 
Harbach added.

Major turnout for Minor Hockey bash
Continued from page 12

I was going up against, I 
didn’t think I had much 
of a chance – but it all 
worked out.”

Johnson added that play-
ing minor hockey has giv-
en him a great deal and 
enabled him to ultimately 
grow as a person.

“Minor hockey has giv-
en me a lot of friendships 
that will hopefully last 
a long time,” he said. “I 
really enjoyed the com-
petition, and being with 
other guys my age play-
ing hockey.” 

Johnson is heading to 
Waterloo’s Wilfrid Uni-
versity next fall to study 
economics.         JULIE  JOCSAK

A BIG NIGHT FOR HOCKEY  Players and coaches from various Woolwich Minor Hockey teams garnered 
a plethora of awards Apr. 6 at the league’s year-end banquet. Richard Bauman (left) and Rick Cressman 
(centre) were presented with the award for excellence in coaching by Blake Moggy from the Elmira referees 
association.    
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CALL 669-5790 
EXT 104 FOR 
QUOTE ON 

ALL DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING.
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DID YOU MISS THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MAPLE SYRUP 
FESTIVAL? FIND OUT WHAT HAPPENED - SEE THE OBSERVER.

SEE
NEWS

SECTION
PGS 1-7

HELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

A M E N T I A H E A P R E D O
R E F O R M S A X L E E Y E R
A S T R O P H Y S I C S C E L T
B A S O R E O L O T E W E

O P E N U N I V E R S I T Y
D U R E S S I C E O S T I A
A R I D S E T T S U S N O W
B I D E S R A P T R I P E N S

I M P A R T I A L N E S S
M C C A L L A C R E R A S P S
I O U A L A K A V A L E E K
S U L L Y M O E R A M S E Y
T R O U S E R P R E S S E S

T U T L E E E W E R F B I
M I S E D E R A C I N A T I O N
B E L A E T A L M I T E R E D
A R Y L R A S P S C E N E R Y
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AUCTION AUCTION

LEGAL NOTICE

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Administrative 
Assistant. Small local office 
seeks a professional person 
with strong computer skills. 
Through knowledge of Word 
and Excel. Part-time flexible 
hours, 2-3 days per week. 
Send resume to Box 600, 
Woolwich Observer, 20-B 
Arthur St. N., Elmira, ON., 
N3B 1Z9.

Secretary/Health Assis-
tant. Local chiropractic 
office is seeking a part time 
(approx. 24 hrs/week) indi-
vidual to provide adminis-
trative support. Hours will 
include some evenings. The 
candidate will need strong 
clerical and administrative 
experience, typing and in-
termediate computer knowl-
edge. Great organizational 
skills are essential. Please 
send resume and cover let-
ter with salary requirements 
to: Woolwich Observer, Box 
800, 20-B Arthur St. N. Elmi-
ra, ON, N3B 1Z9.

HELP WANTED

Experienced Cook and 
servers wanted (Smar t 
Serve certificate) for res-
taurant in St. Jacobs. Fax re-
sume to 664-1234 or email:
wodafeng333@verizon.net

Work From Home. Earn 
$450 - $1500 monthly P/T or 
$2000 - $4500 F/T. 1-888-
242-7580.

UNDER $50 ITEM

Baby Highchair, Play-
skool, 3 position. $50 o.b.o. 
669-0697.

Place your free UNDER 
$50 Classified in The Ob-
server TODAY!

Bag of Baby Clothes, $50. 
0-9 months, twins boy/girl. 
A1 brand names. 664 -
2023.

Six books by Janette Oke, 
paperback, excellent condi-
tion! Call 669-1456.

FOR SALE

Carpet - I have several thou-
sand yards of new Stainmas-
ter and 100% Olefin carpet. 
I will carpet your livingroom 
and hall for $389. Prices 
include carpet, pad and in-
stallation. 30 sq. yrds. Call 
Steve 519-576-7387.

Colorado Blue Spruce and 
Austrian Pine. 3-10ft. $5 per 
foot, dig your own. Phone 
after 6pm. 846-0518.

Many Uncle Arthur books, 
including “the Bible Story” 
(complete 10 volume set for 
$175.00, including home de-
livery). Call 669-1456.

Sell it faster where more 
people read, in Observer 
Classif ieds. Try one out 
today.

Pressure Washer, Karch-
er. 1250 psi. Like new, two 
wands. $125. 669-8578.

HELP WANTED

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

Custom Barn and Equip-
ment painting and sand-
blasting. Interior and exte-
rior. Call for free estimate. 
John M. Martin - 699-6020 
or 575-3096; Solomon Mar-
tin- 656-3024 or 502-3725.

HORSES

2 Miniature Donkeys, both 
males, 1 gelded. Would like 
to go together. $500 firm. 
846-8158.

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Old Brick farmhous-
es and other interesting 
old buildings for wrecking 
and salvage. Ross Lum-
ley (519)383-2024 Sarnia; 
wrecking people’s homes 
(36 last year) all over south-
western Ontar io s ince 
1969.

Room and Board wanted. 
Young experienced, hard 
working professional man 
looking to find part time work 
on a farm around Elmira 
in exchange for room and 
board. Excellent references. 
(519)624-5792.

AUTOMOTIVE

1980 Camaro, 350 auto-
matic. Completely restored 
with new parts, $5500 o.b.o. 
669-8578.

1998 Ram 1500ST, V8, 
auto, air and more, one 
owner. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.

Find the ride of your life in 
Observer Automotive.

2000 Caravan. Low kms, 1 
owner, Family Value. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2001 Caravan SE, popular 
model, one owner, low kms, 
mint condition. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.

2002 Dakota Club Cab, 
low kms, one owner, air & 
cd stereo. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2002 Dakota Sport, low 
km, one owner, V6, air, CD 
stereo, tonneau cover and 
lots more. Voisin Chyrsler 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Durango SLT Plus, 
only 12,000 kms, leather, 
loaded. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

20 03 Grand Caravan 
Sport, low kms, loaded 
including  rear heat & air, 
save $’s from new.  Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

Need A Vehicle? Problems 
with credit? Bad credit, dis-
charged bankrupt or no 
credit? We help good people 
get financed with the best 
possible rates! Fill out our 
convenient on-line applica-
tion today, or call Harriston 
Motors 1-800-567-0998 or 
www.harristomotors.ca

RENTALS

Moorefield - one bedroom 
apartment, furnished, laun-
dry facilities, parking, deck, 
electric heat, cable TV. No 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $625 inclusive. First 
& Last. (519)638-3013.

Find a new place to hang 
your hat. Check out the 
Rentals in The Observer.

One Bedroom Apartment 
for rent - Elmira. $425/
month includes heat, park-
ing. 669-3933 or 669-8101.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Elmira Store. Downtown 
Elmira, about 400 sq. ft. 
May 1 or sooner. $450.00 
per month includes utilities 
& taxes. Call 669-5431.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Do You Need help keeping 
your paperwork organized? 
If so call Laura at 519-669-
8671. BOOKKEEPING/OF-
FICE ADMINISTRATION 
SERVICE available. Expe-
rienced in Manual and com-
puterized settings. Flexible 
hours. Reasonable rates, 
any size job welcome.

Evelyn’s Income Tax. Per-
sonal income tax, business 
returns, rentals etc. Experi-
enced, confidential service. 
Computerized returns . Net 
Filing available. Call 669-
1429.

Lawn Rolling, reasonable 
rates. Call 669-3924.

COMING EVENTS

St. Jacobs Arena Annual 
Garage Sale. Sat. April 17, 
7:30a.m.- 11:00am.

GARAGE SALES

Large Garage Sale, Sat-
urday, April 17, 7am - 12 
noon. St. Teresa of Avila 
Church Hall, 19 Flamingo 
Drive, Elmira. 

COMING EVENTS

TORONTO TOY, TRAIN, 
DOLL COLLECTORS’ 
SHOW, Sunday April 18 
- 10 am-4 pm, The Interna-
tional Centre, 6900 Airport 
Road, Mississauga. Col-
lectible toys, trains, dolls, 
operating train layouts. Re-
live your childhood! Bring 
the family! www.antique-
toys.ca

BUSINESS

BARDAHL ADDITIVES 
AND LUBRICANTS, seeks 
self motivated indepen-
dent Distributors, Dealers 
& salespeople for exclusive 
product line. High margins, 
repeat customers, protect-
ed territories. Toll-Free 
1-866-443-4495, Fax: 1-
888-697-5013, www.bar-
dahl.ca
INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS NEEDED. Davi-
son is looking for new or 
improved product ideas 
or inventions to prepare/
present to corporations for 
licensing. FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE. 1-800-
544-3327.
Internat ional compnay 
expanding. Put your P.C 
to work. Ful l  t ra in ing. 
Free info. online. www.
globalwealth2share.com 
1-800-645-2488
MAKE FAST CASH. Drive-
way Sealing Systems, Line 
Painters, Hot Pour Crack 
Machines, Blowers, Hot 
Boxes, Asphalt Preserva-
tive Products.  1-800-465-
0024 Pro-Tect Asphalt Ltd. 
Visit: www.protectasphalt.
com

CAREER

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held April 17-23, 
2004. For information con-
tact: Southwestern School 
of Auctioneering. R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999.

EMPLOYMENT

WORKER’S COMP PROB-
LEMS? WE GET RE-
SULTS! For FREE consul-
tation CALL our Toll-Free 
number 1-888-747-6474. 
Serving all Ontario. 
ONTARIO TRUCK DRIVING 
SCHOOL - Employment pos-
sible within 6 weeks!  Regis-
tered & Approved Private Ca-
reer College.  A,B,C,D,E,F & 
Z.  Truck, Bus, Forklift & 
Heavy Equipment. London, 
Windsor, Sarnia & Cha-
tham. For application or 
interview, CALL 1-800-263-
4777  www.otds.com. 

EMPLOYMENT

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ 
D E  L U X E  Q U A L I T Y 
CHOCOLATE. Often im-
i tated, never equaled. 
Since 1982. Sell choco-
late bars and new prod-
ucts. Make full $$$. Fund-
raising services available. 
1-800-383-3589.
FEELING RIPPED OFF by 
your reconnect company? 
Call Phone Factory at 1-877-
336-2274 to save money 
each month. Only $49.95/
month for phone service and 
join our Rewards program; 
www.phonefactory.ca.
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ACROSS 
1. Cobra used as symbol 
of  power
4. What a surgeon does
11. Type of  parasitic vi-
rus
16. Female pronoun
17. Rob Snider movie 
“Deuce ___”
18. A large gathering 
with lots of  pep
19. Ballot to resolve a tie 
(2wrds)
21. Give qualities to
22. To be “keen on”
23. Between northeast 
and east
24. Music cue to remain 
silent
25. Classifi cation for peo-
ple over school age at-
tending school (2wrds)
31. Slang for “television” 
(2wrds)
34. Abbreviation for a 
bank machine
35. Digit on a foot
36. Co-founder of  Dad 
movement in Zurich, 
also an sculptor, painter 
and poet
37. She’s accused of  
breaking up the Beetles
38. A personal thought
41. Appeared again
44. International Trade 
Organization (Accro)
45. Brand of  pineapple
46. Can be for salad, or 
underwear
48. Uncastrated adult 
male sheep
52. Prizefi ghter won 

world heavyweight cham-
pionship three times
55. Ill-proportioned
58. Be persistent
62. Snake-like soft-fi nned 
fi sh
63. International Devel-
opment Association (ab-
brev.)
64. Non-human primate
65. Your beans come in it
66. Actor who played 
Scrooge in 1951 movie 
“A Christmas Carol”: __
___ Sim
68. Close combat battles 
in predetermined posi-
tions at a chose time and 
place (2wrds)
72. Common feature be-
tween caesar, chef, greek
73. Eastern standard 
time (abbrv)
74. Type of  one-celled 
microorganism
78. Bumpkin, hick, ya-
hoo
79. Dangerously unstable 
& unpredictable
83. The model of  excel-
lence
84. An exageration
85. Sixth notes of  a ma-
jor scale
86. 1 cent
87. Jerking
88. Lord Nelson’s mis-
tress: ___ Lyon
DOWN 
1. Type of  reproductive 
structure of  fungi
2. A branch of  the Tai 
languages

3. Persistently annoying 
person
4. Star Wars: __-One-
Kenobi
5. What a voodoo doll 
needs
6. The can come devilled 
or boiled
7. Be in awe of
8. All by yourself
9. Type of  carry bags
10. Female sheep
11. Type of  form submit-
ted prior to acceptance 
(2wrds)
12. Variant of  haunch
13. Of  pasta, fi rm to the 
tooth
14. Person devoted to eat-
ing and drinking to ex-
cess
15. Organ of  sight
20. Grave
24. Type of  soft drink __
_-Frutti
26. At the top
27. Hum, whistle or 
play it
28. German submersible 
warship
29. Browning of  the skin
30. A tennis term
31. A lyric poet
32. Popular cookie
33. One of  October’s 
birthstones
38. Feeling
39. Twitchy
40. Horn blown to signify 
death of  a hunted animal
42. The princess felt one 
through piles of  mat-
tresses

43. Lion’s call
47. Salt or fresh wa-
ter fi sh
49. Elaborate accompa-
nied song for solo in op-
era
50. Protocol enabling 
communication between 
computers and instru-
ments
51. Mark left by healing
53. Fatally
54. Covered with vine-
like plants
56. Food
57. More (adj)
58. A diet not requiring 
chewing
59. Piece of  larger whole
60. Acquired again
61. Conclusion
66. An offensive
67. Male monarch/em-
peror (esp. Russia)
69. Method of  weight-
lifting
70. Well known craft cen-
tre in Kentucky (town)
71. South East Asian na-
tion association (accro-
nym)
75. Form of  Charlotte or 
Dolores
76. Largest island in the 
Marianas
77. Covered in soot
78. Small dog sound
79. Attempt
80. 22nd letter of  Greek 
alphabet
81. Rooster mate
82. Unit of  energy: 10.7 
joules equals this

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5
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Bill Horst Auctions • Millbank, ON
(519) 595-2626

Saturday, April 10, 10am. Auction 
Sale of household effects, shop 
tools and misc. items will be 
held for Robert Datweiler, 31 
Anne St. Elmira (north of Elmira 
Mennonite Church – watch for 
signs). 

M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. 
(519) 648-2111

Saturday, April 17, 2004 10am. 
Monthly Public Vehicle Auction 
to be held at Breslau Airport Road 
Auction Complex, 5100 Fountain 
St. N., Breslau (Kitchener). 80+ 
police, repo, lease, bankruptcy, 
fl eets & others. Viewing Friday 
April 16, 2004, 1pm – 5pm. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc.,
Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, 
Saturday 9:00am to 4:00pm – At 
Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile 
west of Harriston. Liquidation 
consists of: Lawn Mowers; Bikes; 
Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & 
Chair Set; Scooters; Qn Mattress 
Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar 
Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity 
of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; 
Puppets; Candy; Consumer 
Goods; Bedding; Canister Sets; 
Paper Products; Toys; Books; 
Plus Many Other Items. TERMS: 
Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The United States 
is hiding cases of  
mad-cow disease 

and is hesitant to reopen 
the border to Canadian 
beef  because American 
farmers are making mon-
ey “hand over fi st,” MP 
Lynn Myers (Liberal 
–Waterloo-Wellington) 
believes.

“We know, or at least 
we’re pretty sure we 
know, there have been 
cases of  mad cow in the 
States, but … they’ve 
never come clean. It’s 
been sort of  like ‘maybe 
we did, maybe we didn’t.’ 

U.S. hiding BSE cases: Myers
American cattle farmers don’t want border reopened MP tells council

It’s frustrating,” he told 
Wellesley council Apr. 5. 
Myers appeared before 
council to discuss the 
possibility of  a munici-
pal share of  gas taxes, 
but switched gears when 
asked when the border 
will reopen.

He later clarifi ed his 
comments, when asked 
by the Observer, indicat-
ing his beliefs are based 
on anecdotal conversa-
tions he has had with U.S. 
producers. Without di-
rect evidence, he said, the 
federal government has 
been unable to press the 
issue with its American 
counterpart.

The American border 

closed to Canadian beef  
nearly a year ago, after 
a case of  mad-cow dis-
ease (bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy, or BSE) 
was discovered in a 
single Alberta cow – an 
animal which was never 
processed and therefore 
didn’t enter the food 
chain.

A proposal to reopen 
the border to live cattle 
under 30-months-old 
was introduced last fall, 
but was shelved after a 
Washington state cow 
was identifi ed with mad-
cow disease in December. 
That cow was later traced 
back to Canada, prompt-
ing the U.S. Department 

of  Agriculture to reopen 
the proposal’s comment 
period.

The comment period 
ended Wednesday (Apr. 
7) but the impact of  com-
ments received had yet 
to be announced at press 
time. 

“We’re hopeful there 
will be an announcement 
made at the end of  the 
month,” Myers said of  
the beef  ban, pointing 
to a meeting later this 
month between Prime 
Minister Paul Martin and 
U.S. President George W. 
Bush.

But opening the bor-
der is not a simple task, 
pointed out the MP. In 

order to do so, the Ameri-
can Congress and Senate 
must both approve the 
move. With American 
cattle farmers petition-
ing their senators – who 
are in the midst of  an 
election year – to keep the 
border closed, support is 
not guaranteed.

“They can put up road-
blocks like you wouldn’t 
believe,” Myers said of  
U.S. senators.

“Some of  those farmers 
in the States are making 
money hand over fi st and 
they don’t want to see the 
border open.

“It’s now turned po-
litical and it’s a mess – it 
really is,” he added.

Apr. 16 & 17 
Kitchener Waterloo
Symphony presents 
Legends & Myth 
8:00 pm - Centre In 

The Square.  For tickets 
call 519.578.1570 or 

800.265.8977 

to Apr. 17 
Theatre & Company presents 

How I Learned to Drive 
7:30 pm @ King Street

Theatre, Kitchener. 
For tickets call 519.571.0928 

Apr. 17 
Kitchener Waterloo
Symphony presents 
Youth Orchestra 

8:00 pm 
Centre In The Square. 

For tickets call 
519.578.1570 

Apr. 18 
St. Jacobs Theatres
Performance Series
presents Dervish 

8:00 pm @ The Church
Theatre, St. Jacobs. 

For tickets call
519.664.1134 

Apr. 18 
Wellington Winds Inc 

presents 
Legends of Greece 
– Celebrating the
Modern Olympics 

3:00 pm 
Grandview Baptist Church, 

Kitchener 
For tickets call 

519.669.4409 
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT • SERVICING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING PIANO SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON 
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!
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FARM SERVICES

INVESTMENT SERVICES

REFINISHING

Cooper’sCooper’s
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DECKS & FENCINGART INSTRUCTION
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ART CLASSES FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
Still Life • Oils & Acrylics

LAWN CARE

LAWN CARE LTD.
LAWN CARE PROGRAMS   

669-1278

•    Aerating
•    Dethatching
•    Broadleaf Weed Control
•    Slow Release Granular Fertilizer
•    Chinchbug Control
•    White Grub Control
•    Crabgrass Control

•    Hydro-Seeding
•    Sodding
•    Planting
•    Interlocking Stone
•    Retaining Walls & Steps
•    Water Ponds
•    Backhoe & Skidsteer Services

LANDSCAPING

NEW
• Organic Lawn Care Programs
• 100% Pesticide Free Programs
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing

GET A LOAD OF THIS
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Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.
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ELECTRICIAN
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1
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March 31
9:04 AM A car struck a horse-and-

buggy on Line 86, near Wallenstein. 
Both vehicles were headed east-
bound over a bridge when the trail-
ing driver attempted to overtake 
the horse-and-buggy, striking it in 
the process. The buggy and car each 
suffered moderate damage. There 
were no injuries to either driver or 
the horse. A Listowel woman was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’
12:30 PM Police responded to the 

St. Jacobs Outlet Mall on Benjamin 
Road after shop employees reported 
an attempted theft. A woman was 
approached by employees after she 
was seen attempting to conceal a 
skirt under her raincoat. The woman 
returned the item and promptly left 
before police arrived. However, the 
employees obtained a licence plate 
marker and the vehicle was traced 
to a Cambridge residence.
5:57 PM Officers were called to 

a Crosshill residence after a distur-
bance was reported. Upon arrival, 
police arrested an area man and 
held him for a show cause hearing 
on charges of assault causing bodily 
harm and uttering death threats.

April 1
6:11 PM A bright orange bicycle 

was found abandoned in the creek 
at Gibson Park in Elmira. The bicycle 
is being held at the Elmira police 
station.

April 2
6:20 AM A vehicle struck a deer 

on Line 86 in Woolwich Township. A 
Hanover man was eastbound when 
the animal ran into his path. The 
deer died instantly but the driver 
was unharmed. The vehicle suffered 
moderate damage.
2:38 PM An Oriole Parkway, Elmi-

ra business reported a counterfeit 
$20 bill. The bill – with serial num-
ber DAW 8683618 – was received 
sometime in the previous two 
weeks. The Waterloo Regional Po-
lice fraud branch is investigating.
10:10 PM A hit-and-run to two 

vehicles occurred on Lobsinger Line, 
near Heidelberg. Two vehicles were 
westbound when an oncoming ve-
hicle crossed the centre line and 

sideswiped them both. No descrip-
tion of the offending vehicle was 
obtained. Damages were reported 
as minor. Police believe the oncom-
ing driver may have been impaired.

April 3
12:18 PM A two-vehicle collision 

involving a motorcycle occurred on 
Arthur Street, near Sawmill Road. A 
Waterloo man was southbound in 
the heavy traffic exiting the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival when he at-
tempted to make a ‘U’ turn. In doing 
so, he entered the path of a north-
bound motorcycle and the two col-
lided. An ambulance attended the 
scene, but treatment was declined. 
The motorcycle sustained moderate 
damage, while damage to the car 
was minor. A Waterloo man was 
charged with ‘turn on curve, no 
clear view.’
2:22 PM A break-and-enter to St. 

James Lutheran Church in St. Ja-
cobs was reported. Sometime over-
night, the facility was entered and 
a television and VCR were taken. At 
least one door was damaged in the 
process. There are no suspects. The 
investigation continues.
3:05 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Arthur Street, near Scotch 
Line Road. Both vehicles were south-
bound in the ‘stop-and-go’ traffic ex-
iting the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. 
The lead vehicle stopped and was 
struck from behind. A Howick Town-
ship resident was taken to St. Mary’s 
Hospital by ambulance with non-life 
threatening injuries. Damages were 
reported as moderate. There were no 
charges.
3:41 PM An official police warning 

was issued after an Elora resident 
accosted a temporary employee of 
the Elmira IGA. The employee was 
reminding people as they parked 
that the lot was reserved for store 
customers. A licence plate marker 
was obtained and officers traced 
the vehicle to an Elora residence, 
where the warning was issued.
4:38 PM A vendor at the Elmira 

Maple Syrup Festival reported 
two counterfeit $10 bills. The bills 
– each with serial number FEE 
1340678 – were taken in sometime 

during the festival. A third bill with 
the same serial number turned up 
in the collection plate at St. Teresa 
of Avila the following day. The Wa-
terloo Regional Police fraud branch 
is investigating.

April 4
12:17 PM A Herrgott Road 

resident in Wellesley Township re-
ported damage to their mailbox. 
While at the scene, a police officer 
was approached by a nearby resi-
dent whose mailbox had also been 

smashed sometime overnight. The 
officer then located two more 
in the area. One of the residents 
reported waking up around mid-
night after hearing a commotion 
outside. At that time, the resident 
saw three shadows in a wooded 
area at the end of their driveway. 
The mailboxes range in value from 
$40 to $80.

April 5
12:07 PM Police responded to a 

Church Street business near Elmira 

after employees reported an at-
tempted theft. Employees told po-
lice a man and a woman entered 
the store and attempted to hide a 
faucet under the female’s dress. Af-
ter the employees approached the 
pair, the faucet was returned and 
the pair fled before police arrived. A 
licence plate marker was obtained 
and traced to an address in the To-
ronto area.

April 6
10:54 AM A Church Street, 

Elmira business reported a lost 
tractor licence plate. The plate 
– with marker PN4 465 – was lost 
sometime within the previous 48 
hours in somewhere within Water-
loo Region.
12:18 PM A Kitchener woman 

was charged under the Trespass 
to Property Act after police were 
called to a Bobolink Place, Elmira 
residence. The resident called po-
lice to remove the unwanted per-
son from the property.

HOLIDAY’S TRUE MEANING  Elmira’s Woodside Bible Fellowship is celebrating Easter weekend with several performances of Jesus Son 
of God, a play written by Gary Rhodes. Performances began yesterday (Apr. 9) and will repeat today and tomorrow. All performances will 
begin at 7:30 pm in the Woodside Bible Fellowship Auditorium. Admission is free with all goodwill offerings going to the Woolwich-area 
food bank.

EASTER IS MORE THAN BUNNIES

PHOTOS: JULIE JOCSAK



TOWN&COUNTRY
20    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • APRIL 10, 2004

Former Linwood CC deal moves closer School board opens books Dogs have their day at council

The true passion of Christ
Film puts spotlight on the reason for Easter, but does it tell the whole tale?

Passing another hurdle in its efforts to sell the former Linwood Commu-
nity Centre building, Wellesley council endorsed a zone change this week 
permitting the creation of a book store – as desired by the prospective 
purchaser. Residential units may also be housed in the facility.

PETER CRISCIONE
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This weekend is the 
holiest period in the 
Christian calendar, 
marked by millions 

around the globe. Sometimes 
overshadowed by rabbits and 
chocolate, the story of the cru-
cifixion, death and resurrec-
tion are front and centre this 
year thanks to the phenom-
enon that is Mel Gibson’s The 
Passion of the Christ.

While the film has served 
to highlight the Easter story, 
some local clergy feel the true 
point has been lost in the trans-
lation.

For some Christian faithful, 
such as Hans Borch, pastor 
for St. James Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Elmira, the 
film is just one interpretation 
among many – in this case, 
Gibson’s.

 “I can’t say whether it’s right 
or wrong; that’s his viewpoint 
and he is entitled to that. An-
other person would have done 
it differently.”

For the most part, Borch said, 
the movie succeeded in getting 
the larger population to talk 
about religion.

“I certainly don’t see [indi-
vidual interpretation] as a 
problem because look at the 
result that has come about,” he 
said. “There is more conversa-
tion and talk about the movie 

The Passion of The Christ than 
any other movie that is on the 
screens right now and it has 
certainly brought Christ back 
into the conversation of com-
mon people.

“I think that it is positive in 
that it enabled people to talk 
more about Christianity and 
something that most Chris-
tians don’t talk about is their 
faith.”

Borch said many members of 
the congregation were inter-
ested in seeing the film, so he 
organized a group trip to see 
it.

He added that although there 
were varied opinions on the 
film, the group managed to get 
a different perspective on the 
life of Christ. 

“We had a group of 20 people 
go to the film from our congre-
gation and we all sat down af-
terward and spoke about it. In 
reality I think there was a wide 
spectrum, some people liked it 
while others didn’t. And there 
were various reasons why they 
didn’t like it but for the main 
part we talked about it and 
that was the important thing,” 
he said.  

For Borch, the true meaning 
of Easter cannot be found plas-
tered on a big movie screen. Ul-
timately, he said, the essence 
of Christ and his life can only 
really be interpreted in an in-
dividual’s heart. 

“I guess for me the true mean-

ing of Easter would be that we 
have a God that is audacious 
enough to become human and 
be willing to die for us so that 
we can be reconciled to God.”

Among the many complaints 
made by pundits of the film 
was the overemphasis on the 
extreme and often bloody tor-
ture inflicted on Christ. 

For a large portion of the 
movie, viewers are subjected 
to a gruesome display of blood 
and gore – making it difficult 
to see the true meaning of the 
story.

“I was distressed by it; not 
distressed in that it worked 
me up emotionally – I was put 
off by the singular emphasis 
on the violence,” said pastor 
Linda Bell of Elmira’s Gale 
Presbyterian Church. “I have 
no doubt that Christ suffered 
[physically] … but he doesn’t 
bring across the point of why 
Jesus would submit to all of 
that for us. That it was 
love, that it was 
grace, that it was 
setting about 
a new defini-
tion of what it 
means to be co-
creators with God.”

Bell said that the problem 
with individual interpretation 
is that it can often murk or 

taint more relevant aspects of 
a story. 

The point, Bell stressed, was 
that what Christ 
did represents 
sacrifice and 
the fundamen-
tal struggle 
between good 
and evil.

“No question 
that (blood and 
torture) is in 
the Bible, but it 
is just a piece 
– a poignant 
and power-
ful piece 

– but it is just a piece and it’s at 
the end of 33 years of walking 
with God. 

“And there wasn’t enough of 
that put in. He certainly would 
have had the time because he 
didn’t need to spend well over 
an hour with the flogging. If 
you want to believe and be in 
touch with the depravity of 

human beings and the cru-
elty the depths that hu-

man beings are able 
to sink, it certainly 

convinces you of 
that.” 

JULIE JOCSAK

THE OFFICIAL VERSION  Despite the 
controversy, church officials agree The Passion 
of The Christ places Easter’s message in the 
spotlight.

Preparing for the upcoming school year, the Waterloo Region District 
School Board is looking for input from the community to help set priorities. 
Budget discussions begin Thursday evening. To register as a delegation or 
submit written comments, call 570-0003 ext. 4336.

Heidelberg-area woman who raises Bichon Frise dogs can run a kennel 
from her home at 1640 Lobsinger Line, Woolwich council decided this 
week. Miriam Bauman can keep up to six adult dogs on the site, used  
previously as a commercial kennel operation.
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If you’re going to trust science, then trust science
Green platform flip flops between engineering crops and endangered species

Dig into Summer!
Cool Archaeology Camp
These week-long day camps are hands-on,
activity-based archaeological digs, where kids
(8-12 yrs.) piece together the past from
fragments of bone, stone, pottery, and glass.
Camps run July/August 2004.
Thou shalt have fun!
The Junior Acting Studio
This high energy, fun-filled camp for kids (8-12
yrs.) focusses on developing the creative skills
necessary to the art of theatre. Camp concludes
with the students’ creative performance. Two
sessions of the camp are offered June/August
2004 for 3 weeks each.

Want to know more? Please contact: (519)
884-0710 ext. 6036, e-mail: lfanjoy@wlu.ca

or visit: www.wlu.ca/pts/coned

What are your kids
doing this summer?

ART CAMP INFORMATION

Homer Watson House & Gallery
1754 Old Mill Road, Kitchener, ON N2P 1H7
(519) 748-4377 • www.homerwatson.on.ca

Homer Watson House & Gallery will be 
offering 10 weeks of Summer Camp 
Programs. Each student who partici-
pates in this year's summer art camps 
will have an opportunity to have their 
art exhibited in our SUMMER COLOURS 
EXHIBITION on September 2, 2004.

Camps run from June 28 to Aug 27, with 
no camp days on holidays. Morning 
(9am-noon) and afternoon (1pm-4pm) sessions are 
offered with a supervised lunch-hour. Three age groups 
exist ranging from 5-18 years with 12 spaces per session.

FOR QUESTIONS OR MORE INFORMATION:
Call 519-746-4377 or

e-mail programs@homerwatson.on.ca
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BEAT SUMMER BOREDOM
Why not check out these great Kids Summer Camps and

Activities. All guaranteed to help beat the summer “blahs.”

BIRTHDAY

LOOK WHO’S 
ROCKING IN THE

Big 60

GLEN
From The Gang

STAG AND DOE

STAG & DOE
MARK BRENNER     &     TRACY HEINZ

(Cleatus)                                      (Trixy)

FRIDAY APRIL 16TH
$8.00/PERSON • $15.00/COUPLE

St. Clements Community Centre from 8:00pm - 1:00am

CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS
IAN DIETRICH

On successfully achieving your 
gas fitters licence @ Hi-Mark 
Occupational in Cambridge and 
your Apprenticeship @ Water-
loo Appliances. We are very 
proud of you!!
Love: Dad (Bill), Mom (Cindy) 
and Sisters Tina and Shari.

STAG AND DOE

LAURIE BRYSON &
SCOTT MORRISON

LINWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2004
8:00 PM

Tickets: $10.00 (at the door)
DJ, Lunch Provided

STAG N’ DOE
ALL WELCOME!

BIRTHDAY

FAMILYALBUM

With a federal 
election in the 
air, groups of 

all stripes are stepping 
forward to tell us what’s 
wrong with the country, 
and how they’re going 
to fix it. On the eve of 
April Fool’s Day, the fed-
eral NDP released its so-
called “central plank,” 
its environmental plat-
form, which includes its 
radical position on agri-
culture.

From a journalist’s per-
spective, it’s wonderful. 
Stories abound in the 
party’s position. It likely 
won’t get far, because it’s 
way too extreme. But just 
imagine how the land-
scape would change, lit-
erally and figuratively, if 
the NDP came to power.

It’s built on what the 
NDP considers a green 
economy. In its words, 
it believes Canada “can 
create jobs as it cleans its 
water and air.”

This is admirable. But 
when it comes to agricul-
ture, it seems the main 
job it’s going to create is 
for lawyers.

The NDP has three 
confused positions here. 

First, it wants to “support 
farmers trying to reduce 
their dependency on pes-
ticides.” As an addendum 
to that point, it wants 
to “support municipali-
ties in legal battles with 
chemical corporations.” 
The latter item certainly 
has “lawsuit” written all 
over it.

Second, it wants to im-
plement a moratorium 
on new genetically engi-
neered (GE) crops, and 
have food products from 
GE crops labeled. Again, 
lawsuits will abound, es-
pecially if these GE crops 
are federally approved.  

And related to these 
positions is the party’s 
stance on endangered 
species. It wants to pass a 
“true endangered species 
law that protects species’ 
habitat and gives sci-
entists, not politicians, 
the power to determine 
whether a species is at 
risk.”

I think Canadians gen-
erally agree that we want 
endangered species pro-
tected, we want to eat 
safe food and we don’t 
want corporations push-
ing around farmers or 

municipalities. 
But then comes the 

green rhetoric that sinks 
so many of these well-in-
tentioned efforts. 

If the NDP, or anyone, 
is going to give “power” 
to scientists for certain 
purposes such as deter-
mining endangered spe-
cies, and trust them to 
come up with the right 
answers, why does that 
trust disappear when it 
comes to determining 
the safety of our food? If 
they trust science to de-
cide what’s endangered, 
why not trust it to decide 
what’s safe?

The party should also be 
aware of how its anti-ge-
netically modified brav-
ery washes with farm-
ers. Across Canada, most 
farmers have embraced 
genetically enhanced 
crops. One reason is be-
cause these crops are 
outfitted with genes that 
either give the crops 
the ability to fight pests 

themselves, or let farm-
ers use less pesticides, or 
more targeted ones.

Farmers resent it when 
they reduce their depen-
dency on pesticides – as 
the NDP and others want 
them to do – but then get 
labeled anti-environmen-
talists because they use 

crops with agronomical-
ly beneficial traits. The 
NDP should keep in mind 
these crops have been ap-
proved by Health Canada 
scientists, who are cut 
from the same cloth as 
the scientists the party 
wants to entrust with the 
future of endangered spe-
cies. 

And finally, on the en-
dangered species matter, 
farmers are adamant 
that if Ottawa is going 
to stop them from farm-

ing on their land because 
endangered species are 
holed-up there, then Ot-
tawa should ante up and 
pay them for taking their 
land out of production. 
It’s a matter of science, 
but it’s also a matter of 
politics, and no party, the 
NDP included, can sim-
ply punt this over to sci-
entists to fix.

But it makes for great 
rhetoric. Expect more 
as the federal election 
nears.

ERIN,
HAVE A LITTLE

BIRTHDAY HEATH...

MUCH LOVE,
THE LEDGER!
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 Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
C O N E S T O G AK I T C H E N E R

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment  
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”
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You’d only need eleven energy bars to climb Everest
Q.  What do jokes, gossip, 
chain letters, AIDs and the 
flu have in common?

A.  All can spread like 
the plague, says Bart K. 
Holland in What Are the 
Chances?  Voodoo Deaths, 
Office Gossip & Other 
Adventures in Probabil-
ity. And disease is a fit-
ting metaphor here, for 
the same math that gov-
erns the spread of germs 
steers the dissemination 
of the others.

An epidemic will con-
tinue if, on average, each 
infected person meets 
and infects one healthy 
person, known as a “sus-
ceptible.”  If you get the 
flu and pass it along to 
one other and then he or 
she passes it along, etc, 
it will be a bad season.  
You might even catch 
it again when it comes 
back around in mutat-

ed fashion.  But if the 
“bug” is not so strong 
and many non-suscep-
tibles are in the popula-
tion, so the average falls 
below one, the disease 
will taper out.

The same with a joke or 
gossip at the office.  If it’s 
funny or juicy and folks 
keep passing it along, 
averaging one suscep-
tible (hasn’t heard it yet) 
per teller, it will spread.  
Some good jokes may 
come back around mu-
tated, so as with the flu, 
you “catch it” (laugh at 
it) again.

But, says Holland, since 
populations are not infi-
nite and some people are 
“immune,” spreading 
is limited.  Though this 
is what prevents people 
from getting rich using 
chain-letter schemes, it 
is also fortunately what 

kept the bubonic plague 
from wiping out all of 
Europe.
Q.  You may have counted 
calories before but not like 
these:  (1) How much quick-
energy candy would it take 
to power you mountain-
climbing 29,000 feet to the 
top of Everest?  (2) If your 
day’s food intake were con-
verted into energy to light 
a 100-watt bulb, how long 
would it shine? (3) How 
many 40-inch lifts of a 175-
pound weight would let you 
shed 1 pound of body fat?  
(4) Alternatively, to shed 
the pound on the crazy ice 
diet, how much ice must 
you eat? 
(Don’t try this!)

A.  (1) Assuming you 
weigh 160 pounds, you’d 
need about 11 140-calo-
rie fat-free granola bars 
for the climb; (2) about 
24 hours of shining; (3) 
around 19,000 reps to 
burn off a 3,500-calorie 
pound; and (4) theo-
retically, you’d need to 
swallow an impossible 
65 pounds out of the 
freezer, surrendering 
body heat to melt the 
ice.  (From Fundamen-
tals of Physics, 4th Edi-
tion, by David Halliday, 
et al.)
Q.  It was fifty years ago 
that physiology grad stu-
dent Eugene Aserinsky 
hooked up instruments to 

his 8-year-old son to check 
the slow rolling eye move-
ments believed to occur 
during sleep.  But shortly 
after the boy fell asleep, 
the recording pens went 
wild, zigzagging on the 
graph paper.
Aserinsky checked the ma-
chine to see if it was bro-
ken.  Later in the night, the 
machine did it again.  Then 
it hit Aserinsky in a flash 
– maybe he should rouse 
the child...

A.  Upon being awak-
ened, the boy reported 
having been in a vivid 
dream, as Aserinsky 
and colleague Nathan-
iel Kleitman had sus-
pected.  Thus in 1952 
came the discovery of 
REM sleep, for “rapid 
eye movements,” and 
with it a gateway into 
the mysterious realm 
of dreams.  Research-

ers now know that 
dreams are universal 
and normal and occur 
in several periods every 
night, that most dreams 
are not bizarre but 
quite ordinary, that fe-
tuses show REM sleep, 
that even dogs and cats 
and others dream, that 
dreams don’t take place 
in an instant but unfold 
in real time, that when 
dreams begin snoring 
stops, that dream time 
may grow longer when 
people are under stress 
such as facing a big ex-
amination, that there 
are “lucid” dreamers 
who in the midst of 
dreaming become aware 
it’s only a dream.

And it all started with 
a curious physiology 
grad student carefully 
observing his sleeping 
kid.

PHYSIOTHERAPY - It’ll Move You!
Offering treatment for: 
� Shoulder Pain 
� Neck & Back Pain
� Sports & Work Injuries 
� Osteoporosis

669-2004
Massage
Therapy

Restore your mobility! Improve your function!

10 Church St. (IGA plaza)

April 10 
“Parkinson Connection” presented by The Parkinson 
Society Canada of Southwestern Ontario Region. This 
is a support group for those with Parkinson’s, their 
caregivers and family. Held every third Wednesday 
of the month. 6:30 – 8 p.m. at Reformation Lutheran 
Church, 456 Krug St. Kitchener. For information call 
Wendy 699-5585. 

April 14 
St. Clement Parish Spring Card Party. 7 p.m. St. 
Clement RC Church Hall, St. Clements. Lots of prizes. 
Sponsored by Christian Mother’s Society. Lunch will be 
served. Admission $5.

April 15 
Health Education Session relating to seniors 55+. 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Topic: Getting you Know your Prostate 
with Dr. Tom Simpson. 664-3794. 
Women’s Networking Breakfast 7:30 a.m., At The 
Crossroads Restaurant.  Guest speaker Debbie Noble 
– Landscape Designer. Join us for some new ideas 
to revitalize the garden. New members and guests 
welcome. Cost $5.50. Please call 669-8133 by Apr. 13. 

April 16 
Moira Brown speaking at Women’s retreat at 
Conestoga Bible Camp. April 16 & 17. Call Lois – 638-
5537 for details. Space is limited. Sponsored by 
Community Mennonite Fellowship in Drayton. 
The Elmira Music Teachers Association spring recital, 
7 p.m., Gale Presbyterian Church, Cross St. in Elmira. 
The recital will feature several local music students and 
guest artist Ryan Scheel.  Admission free. 

April 17
Kids Making Cancer History – Swiss Chalet, Weber 
St., Waterloo. 8-11 a.m. Hosted by the St. Clements 
Elementary School Grade 6 class. $4 for pancakes with 
juice or coffee. For more information contact Rachel 
Haston, Grade 6 teacher, 699-5271. 

April 17 (continued)
Leisureworld Spring Flowerpot Show & Sale 1-4 
p.m. 120 Barnswallow Drives. Craft and retail vendors, 
quilt raffle tickets, tea room, baked goods. Proceeds 
go to Family Council projects. 

April 17 
National Scrapbook Day Workshop Noon to 8 p.m. At 
Grandview Baptist Church Atrium, 239 Old Chicopee 
Dr. Kitchener. Contact Phia Howes , Creative Memories 
Consultant, 699-5942 for more information. 
Ladies: At Wallenstein Bible Chapel, a report by Insaf 
Safou on her recent visit to Iraq. Coffee at 9 a.m., 
report 9:30 a.m.  For more information call 669-1896. 

April 18
Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. Two-hour tour through 
RIM Park, Waterloo. Brad Fisher of Green Valley Bicycle 
Tours will lead a group ride.  Meet at the entrance of the 
parking lot at the front of the Sportsplex at RIM Park.
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church Kathy and Bruce 
Snow and a seven piece band will be doing a gospel 
concert at 7 p.m. Everyone welcome. Free will offering. 
For further info: Rev. Dwight Strain at 888-7870. 685 
Highpoint  Ave. at Northfield. 

April 23
H.U.G.S. Program 9:45-11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Kidslink presentation; What 
programs do they offer? (Sheryl from Kidslink). 664-3794. 
Euchre Card Party to be held at 7:30 p.m. At St. 
Teresa’s Church Hall, 19 Flamingo Dr. Elmira. There 
will be cash prizes, door prizes and lunch served. 
Admission is $5. Everyone welcome. Sponsored by 
the Catholic Women’s League. 

April 24
Waterloo North Presbyterian Church Heartsong, a 
Gospel Trio will be performing at 7 p.m. 685 Highpoint 
Ave. at Northfield, Waterloo. Everyone welcome, free will 
offering. For more info: Rev. Dwight Strain at 888-7870. 
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FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

GLEN ALLAN
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RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629
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DEATH NOTICES

ANSTETT, Jean  (nee Parker)
or RR1, Cargill, passed away at South 
Bruce Grey Health Centre, Walkerton, on 
Tuesday, April 6, 2004, in her 79th year.

Local relatives are daughter Laurie and 
her husband Gerry Stroeder of Elmira.

BRUBACHER, Howard
Peacefully, on Sunday, April 4, 2004, at 
Listowel Memorial Hospital, after a brief 
illness, Howard Brubacher, in his 56th year, 
of Dorking.

CHAMBERS, Roy
 Peacefully, surrounded by family, on 
Wednesday, March 31, 2004, at Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener, in his 86th year, 
of Elmira.

MARQUARDT, Stella (Mrs. Wilfred)
Peacefully, on Tuesday, April 6, 2004, at 
KW Health Centre of Grand River Hospi-
tal, in her 84th year, of Elmira.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the cupboards 
virtually bare, 
Woolwich Com-

munity Services (WCS) 
is looking to local resi-
dents for help restocking 
the shelves. The group 
kicked off its spring food 
drive Mar. 31.

 “Our food bank is down. 
We had a great fill-up in 
the Thanksgiving food 
drive … but with the us-
age from that time to this 
time, it makes a huge 
dent in the bank itself. 
Our supplies are low and 
we could use pretty much 
everything,” explained 
Mary Visneskie, WCS 
food bank coordinator. 

Last month, more than 
40 Woolwich and Welles-
ley residents required 
food hamper services, 
a typical number of re-
quests each month.

Elementary school stu-
dents across the region 
where given the famil-
iar brown paper dona-
tion bags to take home 
Mar. 31, though some 
schools distributed them 
sooner. This is the first 
year the drive bags went 
out through the schools. 
Traditionally, residents 
would find them in their 
newspapers.

“It was an opportunity 
to do something in part-
nership with the school 
board. We have huge par-
ticipation from schools. 
They’ve always been very 
supportive of running 
food drives,” commented 
Wendi Campbell, acting 
executive director for the 
Food Bank of Waterloo 
Region.

“Kids are some of our 
greatest supporters. We 
see it throughout the 
year. We hear from a lot 
of kids … that it’s their 
way of being able to help 
other kids.”

While the emphasis 
during the Thanksgiving 
drive is on the quantity of 
food collected, the spring 
drive focuses more on the 
quantity of drives held 
across the region. This 
year’s goal is 240.

“Our hope is that if we 
reach that goal then we 

The cupboards need filling at WCS
Spring food drive sees student participation highlighted

will have enough food 
to do what we need to 
do; namely restock the 
shelves from the win-
ter months and prepare 
for the summer months 
ahead,” explained Fred 
Lehmann of the regional 
food bank.

Donations to the food 
bank can be delivered to 
WCS on Arthur Street 
in Elmira or at drop-off 
bins at Elmira IGA and 
Selby’s Freshmart. Dur-
ing the drive, numerous 
businesses, schools and 
churches also run dona-
tion programs.

“It’s amazing the people 
that do not realize there’s 
a food bank right in Elmi-
ra and they’ll go and take 
food to the city,” added 
Visneskie.

When donations are 
made in Elmira, WCS 
sorts through the items 
and takes what it needs 
to fill the shelves. Any 
additional items go to the 
Waterloo Region Food 
Bank, of which WCS is a 

member.
“When we need, we take 

[from the regional bank] 
and we don’t necessarily 
take what we give,” Vis-
neskie said, noting the 
regional bank often gets 
large-quantity donations. 

RICHARD VIVIAN

PUTTING THE FUN IN FUNDRAISING  Local police officers and firefighters hosted a hockey game at the 
St. Jacobs arena Mar. 31 in an effort to attract donations to the food bank. Two boxes full were collected. 
The police squad won 6-4. Front row (from left): Shawn Keller, Rich Holland, Kieran Kelly. Back row: Mike 
Labrie, Steve Malolepszy, Rob Knechtel, Steve Trembly.
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We’re cleaning out our inventory for spring!
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