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Shoes for Every Style.

1369 King Street, (Upper Level),  ST. JACOBS    •    HOURS: Mon.-Sat 10-5:30, Sun. 12-5:30    •    tel: (519) 664-3149
WE’VE EXPANDED! COME IN AND SEE WHAT’S NEW!Serving Waterloo Region Since 1998

SHOES FOR WOMEN

Spring & Summer 
Styles Arriving Daily!

JOANNE PEACH

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two opponents – one with a vote and one without 
– were not enough this week to prevent Woolwich 
council from doubling service charges for water 
users in the township.

By a vote of  2-1 on Mar. 11, councillors approved dou-
bling, for a period of  one year, the bimonthly rate paid 
by some 3,750 customers. Residential users will now pay 
$24.88 on their bills every other month, up from $12.44.

The extra money will be used to pay off  a 2002 water 
reserve fund deficit of  $270,000. The increase follows a 5.5 
per cent increase – to $0.77 per cubic metre from $0.73 – to 
water usage rates approved last month.

Rudolph DeCosta of  Elmira was the lone citizen to at-
tend the public meeting portion of  evening that preceded 
the vote. He spoke out against the increase, asking coun-
cil to use money from its wastewater reserve fund, which 
stands at $1.9 million.

“I’m a pensioner – it’s going to affect you when you’re on 
a fixed income,” said DeCosta.

“You have a reserve fund for waste water … why couldn’t 
you use that instead of  increasing the rates by double. I 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships followed the 
rest of  the country in 
earnings growth from 

1996 to 2001, as their citizens’ aver-
age yearly salaries increased to 
record highs.

The local figures were part of  a na-
tionwide trend reported Mar. 11 by 
Statistics Canada, which published 
the seventh of  eight releases drawn 
from the census taken on May 15, 
2001. 

For the first time in history the 
census data showed the average 
Canadian’s salary to be above 
$30,000 per year, which Statistics 

Water service 
charge doubles 
for Woolwich

Housing starts get 
iced from cold

KICKING THEIR HEELS   Figure skaters from Cambridge take part in ‘A Night on Broadway’ organized by the Elmira Figure Skating Club in Elmira on Mar. 7.

IT TICKLES Brain the Norwegian rat takes a slight detour across Spencer Power’s 
head during the Creepy Creatures demonstration at the St. Jacobs library on Mar. 13. 
Libraries across the township hosted events for kids during March Break. 

See 
page 9
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www.lensmill.com

IT'S STILL
WINTER!!
PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

86

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

CANDLE HOLDERS
Animal Shape

BRA & THONGS
Vogue

LEATHER BELTS
Children's Black

COTTON SHOES
Adult, Kung-Fu Style

BEACH TOWELS
Entire Stock

Selected

NEW ITEM - 1 Pounder Bags

COTTON YARN

POUNDER YARN
Bernat

KNITTING NEEDLES
Aero

BULK BEADS

T-SHIRTING

FABRICS

PANELS

REMNANTS

AIRLITE STUFFING
1LB Bag

PUNCHINELLO

 

REMNANTS

WABASSO SHEETING

SLUMBER BAGS

PILLOW CASES
2pk Polycotton Printed

LACE

KNITTING NEEDLES CARDED ELASTIC
Sail or Prym

COCO MATS WREATHS

OSHKOSH FASHIONS
Tots & Infants

PAPER MACHÉ BOXES

Big Grouping

Tubular & Regular

Set of 3

NEW ARRIVAL

Clearance

Printed

Grapevine

DRAPERY MESH

Big Grouping

TOWELS
Children's Animal Shaped

BED PILLOWS
St. Mary's Hypoallergenic

POT HOLDERS

Children's Animal Shape

Entire Stock

WICKER CHAIRS
Craft

$5.99    ball

$ 6.00    ea.

Regular
$7.99 yd.

 1/2 PRICE   

REMNANTS
Upholstery

Lacemaker

$ 2.99    ea.

 Regular
$7.99 ea.

Tapestry

 1/2 PRICE   
Bulk

$ 1.99    pair

$ 29.99    ea.

$ 1.99    ea.

$ 1.99    pair

$ 4.99    ea.

 30%
 OFF   

 1/2 SUGGESTED
PRICE

 30%
 OFF   

 30%
 OFF   

3 FOR 99 
¢

  

$7.99    bag

 1/2 PRICE   

$3.99    yard

ONLY

 1/2 PRICE   

$2.99    roll

$2.99    bag

 Regular
$3.99 bag

 1/2 PRICE   

 20%
 OFF   

$2.99    yard

ONLY

$3.99    ea.

ONLY

$ 4.99    set

$ 1.99    yd.

 Regular
$4.99 ea.

$1.00    yard

FROM

 80%
 OFF   

bag99¢
   

 Regular
$1.99 bag

$ 1.00    yard

 1/2 PRICE   

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from March 17 to March 22

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$1.59

Frozen 75-80% Lean

lb.

Ground Beef
$2.19

Fresh, Regular or Garlic

lb.

Sausage

$1.99

Skinless

lb.

Beef & Pork
Weiners

Bulk 5lb+ - $1.99 lb.

$6.59 lb.

Canadian Swiss
Cheese

$2.49
Smoked

lb.

Cottage Rolls

or Boneless Picnics - $2.39 lb.

$2.89

Deli Sliced

lb.

Ham Sausage or
Mac & Cheese Loaf

don’t mind the other 
rate, the 77 cents, but it’s 
ridiculous to double the 
[service] rate. We pay 
enough for water – the 
water isn’t the greatest, 
either.”

But councillors argued 
that wastewater reserves 
were earmarked only 
for sewer projects, most 
notably the inflow and 

Canada correlated to the 
highest percentage ever 
of  university-educated 
Canadians.

Woolwich Township fol-
lowed the national lead, 
with increases in both av-
erage earnings and in the 
percentage of  residents 
with a university educa-
tion. Average earnings 
for some 10,000 residents 
who reported income on 
the census was $35,194 
– higher than the nation-
al average of  $31,757 and 
the regional average of  
$33,946 and an increase of  
22 per cent since 1996.

The number of  Wool-
wich residents who 
reported having a uni-
versity education rose 
by five percentage points, 
matching the national 
average. As a percentage 
of  the population, the 
figure here rose to 17.7 
from 12.2. 

In Wellesley Township, 
earnings also followed 
the trend, with average 
earnings rising 21 per 
cent, to $33,045 per year 
from the $27,290 marked 
in 1996. The number of  
higher-educated people 
in Wellesley remained 
somewhat stable though, 
with 8.3 per cent of  
residents reporting 
university education, a 
small decrease from the 

infiltration (I&I) pipe re-
placement program. Only 
Coun. Murray Martin, 
who voted against the rate 
increase, favoured using 
reserve fund monies.

“The reason we’re not 
using the sewer reserve to 
pay off  the water deficit 
is because it’s a user fee 
that comes from different 
people – not everyone that 
pays for water also pays 

for sewers,” said Coun. 
Ruby Weber, who chaired 
the meeting in Mayor Bill 
Strauss’ absence. She did 
not vote on the final mo-
tion to approve the bylaw.

“This was not a step that 
we took lightly,” Coun. 
Pat McLean told DeCosta. 
“The people that pay for 
water also pay to keep the 
reserve fund with enough 
money that we can afford 
to replace the pipes under 
the roads when we need 
to.”

Failing to build reserve 
funds would mean in-
creasing general taxes to 
pay for pipe replacement 
projects, she added.

“There are a lot people in 
Woolwich Township that 
don’t have water services, 
so for everyone to pay on 
their taxes wouldn’t be 
fair and equitable.”

But Martin, arguing 
residents were already 
seeing too many increas-
es – a 2.8-per-cent hike 
in Woolwich property 
taxes, a 5.5-per-cent in-
crease in water rates, and 
potentially more water 
rate increases pending a 
provincial review – sug-
gested the money should 
come from the sewer 
reserve.

Approximately 83 per 

cent of  water customers 
also pay sewer charges, 
so the question of  fair-
ness is a small one, he 
said.

“Of  the 83 per cent of  
the people out there, the 
majority of  them don’t 
know exactly what we 
use the money for, how 
we use it, what reserves 
we’ve got – they know 
it’s money out of  their 
pockets. It’s like taking 
it out of  their taxes,” said 
Martin.

“They look at it as mon-
ey that they have paid 
out, money that’s gone. 
They know that there’s 
money there. When we’ve 
got $1.9 million in sewer 
money that’s there, I have 
a hard time doubling the 
rate.”

With Martin outvoted, 
however, the bylaw 
passed and the rates will 
double as soon as staff  
can change the billing 
system. 

The service charge in-
crease will see the average 
residential customer pay 
an extra $75 a year. Water 
rate hikes approved Feb. 
25 will mean an extra $10 
a year in costs to the aver-
age residential customer, 
who uses about 250 cubic 
metres annually.

Continued from cover

Water charge to increase 100%

8.5 per cent reported in 
1996.

Reflecting on the healthy 
Canadian economy, 
the Mar. 11 release also 
showed more people em-
ployed, with 9,500 of  the 
27,566 residents in the two 
townships reporting they 
worked a full-time job for 
the entire year preceding 
the census date.

The census also showed 
the earnings gap between 
the genders closing. 
Nationally women on 
average earned 64 cents 
for every dollar earned 
by their male counter-
parts. The numbers in 
the townships were even 
further apart, belying the 
number of  women who 
work part-time or are 
homemakers. In Wool-
wich women earned an 
average of  55 cents for 
every dollar men earned, 
in Wellesley that figure 
was 52 cents.

In explaining the growth 
between the 1996 and 2001, 
Statistics Canada chalked 
up the increases to three 
main factors: a demand 
for higher-skilled work-
ers due to advancing 
technologies and global-
ization, baby boomers 
experiencing gains in 
their earnings and an 
increase in the number 
of  working university 
graduates.

Continued from cover

Woolwich exceeds 
national average

JOANNE PEACH

IT’S A SPIDER, MAN

BE VERY STILL Alex White lies very still while Charlotte the 
Tarantula makes herself comfortable on his face at the Creepy 
Creatures demonstration organized by the GRCA on Mar. 13 at 
the library in St. Jacobs.  The event was one of the many March 
break activities at libraries in the townships.
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UPFRONT

Cycling enthusiasts celebrate St. Patrick’s Day behind the wheels

JOANNE PEACH

Ontario government 
invests $46.6 million in 

early childhood learning

Driver charged for Dec. 
Line 86 fatalities

Two-wheelin’ paddy

PROMPT, FRIENDLY & EFFICIENT
Prescriptions are that simple at

David Antebi,
Pharmacist & Owner

HOURS:
Mon-Tue.  9:00-6:30

Wed.  9:00-5:00
Thur-Fri.  9:00-7:00

Sat. 10:00-3:00

10 Church Street West,
ELMIRA (Inside Olde Town Village)

669-8282 • FREE DELIVERY

Region reduces emission 
in its fleet vehicles

West Montrose? No 
dam way, says council

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It may not be everyone’s 
ideal way to spend St. 
Patrick’s Day but for cy-
cling enthusiasts racing 

through the snow is the per-
fect way to celebrate the Irish 
holiday.  

Elmira resident Brad Fisher 
is one of  those slightly crazy 
cyclists taking to the wheels 
today (Mar. 15) at the annual 

P a d d y ’ s 
Mad Dash 
Bike Race 

in Listowel. 
“The race 

this year is 
going 

to be pretty snowy,” laughed 
Fisher. “In other years, we’ve 
had mud spray but this year is 
definitely the snowiest I’ve ever 
seen it.” It should make for an 
eventful day, said Fisher, who 
anticipates walking at least 
part of  the trail. “The luck of  
the Irish is what you need,” he 
laughed. 

The 20-kilometre race is part 
of  the annual Listowel Pad-
dyfest celebration. The Irish 
festival commemorating Saint 
Patrick is reputed to be the 
largest such event in North 
America. 

For Fisher and the other 60 
or so people in the race, the 
event signals the beginning of  
the bike-racing season. “It’s 
pretty much the first race of  
the year,” said Fisher, who as a 
mountain bike instructor and 

tour guide likes to compete as 
often as he can. 

Most of  the race is on 
the North Perth Commu-
nity Trail, which runs 
along the old rail line, 

explained the race’s organizer 
Doug Cota. 

There’s a little too much snow 
on the tracks right now, which 
may see some of  the race on 
the roads where the snow is 
cleared, said Fisher. 

“It’s going to be a fair bit 
of  work – you will find a few 
muscles you’ve lost in the fall,” 
especially with all the snow, he 
said. Still after a winter spent 
skiing and, more recently, prac-
tising, Fisher says he’s been 
training for the race as much 
as possible. 

“I’ve never rode in snow the 
same way twice, as a rule, in 
past years we’ve had a bit of  a 
thaw a bit of  melt and a sharp 
freeze on the day of  and that’s 
probably ideal in these condi-
tions because you get a hard 
crust and everybody can ride 
on it.” 

But with temperatures ex-
pected to reach seven or eight 
degrees, that’s not likely to 
happen this year, he predicted. 

“Your biggest problem [in 

deep soft snow] is once your 
wheels start getting bogged 
down and you start pushing 
and churning up snow … you 
start spinning and then you 
end up walking” he laughed. 

But there are all sorts of  
theories on how to combat 
the snow and improve speed, 
he said. “I’m experimenting 
all the time, I have my own 
rail trail here in Elmira and 
I’m racing up and down on 
that and trying different tire 
pressures and sizes.” Right 
now Fisher has settled on a 
combination of  a thin tire on 
the front and thicker rear tire. 
“That’s working the best right 
now.”  

The money raised from the 
race, approximately $750, will 
go toward the upkeep of  the 
local trails. So far Cota has 20 
people signed up for the race. 
“That’s normal at this stage,” 
said Cota, adding that he 
expects a similar number of  
racers (60) as last year, despite 
the weather conditions.

The Region of Waterloo has agreed to 
enter into a contract with Petro-Canada 
for its annual supply of Ultra-Low Sulphur 
Diesel (ULSD) fuel. 
This is the first occasion in which ULSD 

will be used by a municipality in a regular 
fleet in Canada. ULSD only contains 15 
parts per million of sulphur instead of 
the usual 500 ppm. The region’s decision 
to go with the contract comes three and 
half years in advance of federal legislation, 
which comes into effect September 2006.
USLD will be used by the Grand River 

Transit (GRT) in conjunction with retrofit-
ted catalytic exhaust mufflers. The two 
combined will significantly reduce sulphar 
oxides – a known pollutant associated 
with acid aerosols. 

Community and Family Services Minister 
Brenda Elliot announced her ministry is 
investing $46.6 million in lead agencies for 
early learning programs.
Starting this spring an additional 61 

Ontario Early Years Centres will open in 
various communities across Ontario. Fami-
lies in Waterloo-Wellington will be able to 
access these services through the YMCA 
of Kitchener-Waterloo, Our Place Family 
Resource Centre of Kitchener and the Com-
munity Resources Centre in Fergus.  

Markham’s Jianxin Zhen was charged for 
the two-vehicle collision on Line 86 just 
west of Dorking that killed three people on 
Dec. 21, 2002.
Zhen was charged with three counts of 

‘criminal negligence causing death’ and 
one count of ‘criminal negligence causing 
bodily harm’ for the collision, which hap-
pened when he lost control of the cube van 
he was driving and slammed into a vehicle 
carrying Patricia and Richard Brown and 
eight-year-old Craig Greer, all of Watford.
The Browns were pronounced dead at the 

scene, and Greer succumbed to his injuries 
on Christmas Day.
Zhen stood before a judge in Stratford 

Mar. 7 where he was released on bail 
pending a Listowel court appearance on 
Apr. 9 to answer to his charges.

Responding to the Region of Waterloo’s 
growth strategy this week, Woolwich 
council clearly opposed a measure not 
even on the region’s agenda: the creation 
of the West Montrose reservoir.
The Grand River Conservation Authority 

(GRCA) has longstanding plans to increase 
river control along the Grand by building 
a new reservoir in the area – although 
the plans are idle, they still exist on the 
books. Coun. Mark Bauman asked for 
wording in council’s resolution opposing 
any growth forecasts that would require 
another dam. The project would flood a 
large tract of land in the low-lying areas 
around the site.
“I want to avoid the West Montrose res-

ervoir at all costs. I can’t stress that more 
clearly,” he said at the Mar. 11 meeting. 
The motion was passed unanimously.
The GRCA, meanwhile, says it has no 

plans to resurrect the project.
“There’s been no active discussion on 

West Montrose since the early 1980s,” 
spokesman Dave Schultz said Mar. 12.

MAD DASH  Brad Fisher is one of 60 or so cyclists who has opted to brave the snow and celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at the Paddyfest bike race in Listowel today (Mar.15).
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Government Waste

 Keeping the budget balanced and not adding to the deficit,
   unlike the Harris-Eves government.
 Giving the Provincial Auditor greater powers to protect taxpayers.
 Building the province by strategic investments in our key industries
   such as auto, biotech, agriculture and food, and communications.
 Improving skill levels by doubling the number of apprenticeships
   and freezing college/university tuition.

Authorized by CFO Joe Kuglin for the Waterloo-Wellington Provincial Liberal Association.

The Harris-Eves government has wasted more than $3.5 
billion every year on tax cuts for large corporations, on too 
many overpaid consultants, and on advertising for themselves 
— then, they forgot to collect taxes from half of Ontario's 
corporations!

For information,to register your 
support, or to volunteer contact 

1-866-942-5388 or visit 
www.deborahwhale.com

DEBORAH WHALE
Provincial Liberal Candidate 

Waterloo-Wellington

The ONTARIO LIBERALS can and will do better by:

You have a choice.

The individual pictured on 
the front page of the Mar. 8 
edition of Woolwich  Observer 
was Wayne Howes of Elmira’s 
Six Star Maintenance clearing 
snow at the intersection of 
Mockingbird Dr. and Nightin-
gale Crescent.
The Observer regrets the 

error.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As public high 
school students 
in Elmira head 

back to class on Mar. 17, 
their extracurricular 
activities and more could 
be in jeopardy as their 
teachers’ union contem-
plates ratcheting up the 

Students, parents left on the sidelines
WRDSB and OSSTF remain stuck at an impasse in salary negotiations

work-to-rule campaign 
underway since Feb. 17.

Negotiations between 
the Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers’ Federa-
tion (OSSTF) District 24 
and the Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
(WRDSB) fell apart the 
week of  Feb. 3, with 
the only unsolved is-
sues revolving around 

salary and benefit in-
creases. After leaving 
the bargaining table OS-
STF members gave their 
bargaining team an 86-
per-cent strike mandate 
Feb. 12, and the team 
followed up by asking 
members to enter into 
a limited work-to-rule 
campaign. 

After-school activities 

and trips have not been 
affected, but teachers 
have otherwise been 
arriving at school 15 min-
utes before classes start 
and leaving 15 minutes 
after their last class. In 
addition teachers are 
only taking attendance 
and recording grades, 
withholding any addi-
tional comments from 
students.

OSSTF’s vice president 
Pam Constable, who 
chairs the District 24 
negotiating team, said 
this week she believes 
her members are behind 
her as they pressure the 
board to come back to the 
table with a better offer.

“Areas where we do not 
yet have settlements, and 
that’s most places, are 
getting frustrated. They 
know the government 
provided money for set-
tlements and the boards 
aren’t forthcoming with 
it,” said Constable on 
Mar. 12, several days after 
the OSSTF’s annual meet-
ing in Toronto where she 
said the discontent was 
palpable.

The money Constable 
is referring to came in 
December, when the 
Ministry of  Education 
and Training responded 
to the report from the 
Education Equality Task 
Force by increasing fund-
ing to its $50,000-a-year 
teacher salary bench-
mark by three per cent. 
The OSSTF’s logic follows 
that if  the government 
adjusted the benchmarks 
by three per cent and 
passed the money onto 
school boards, then the 
WRDSB should afford to 
pass three per cent onto 

its teachers. 
The math starts to wa-

ver, however, when the 
board figures many of  its 
teachers make more than 
$50,000, meaning the real 
monies received by the 
boards aren’t enough to 
give everyone three per 
cent, argued superinten-
dent of  human resources 
Jim Vair.

To clarify their financial 
situation, the WRDSB 
released a statement in 
late February announc-
ing that it has ratified 
agreements with six of  
its 16 employee groups, 
and tentatively settled 
three more contracts, 
all of  which include a 
three-per-cent increase to 
salaries and benefits.

Vair acknowledged that 
the board had to shift 
funding from other bud-
get lines to accommodate 
the three-per-cent offer 
to its employee groups, 
something boards have 
been doing for some 
time.

“For our employees, for 
the public, they would 
have heard the message 
that it was a three-per-
cent salary adjustment 
so we looked at ways to 
make sure there was a 
way we could shift some 
dollars around and make 
sure that we had three 
per cent in terms of  ac-
tual salary increases,” 
added Vair, being careful 
not to extend his com-
ments to cover those 
groups – including OS-
STF District 24 – whose 
contracts remain under 
negotiation. 

“I can’t comment on 
OSSTF negotiations, but 
I can tell you in the last 

decade that this board 
has provided the same 
salary adjustment for all 
of  its employee groups no 
matter what groups they 
represent. That’s our his-
tory. Given the caveat that 
we had to come back with 
more than we already 
had on the table, that 
has made negotiations 
difficult.

“I think most people can 
draw the applicable con-
clusion by putting those 
two statements together.”

Both Constable and 
OSSTF District 24 presi-
dent John Ryrie replied 
to Vair’s comment and 
claimed the higher 
ground, criticizing him 
for ‘bargaining in the 
press.’

“I won’t do that. I don’t 
think it’s proper. If  they 
want to start talking to 
us about what should be 
in the deal, then they can 
come back to the table,” 
said Constable, who 
added plans are in the 
works to add more things 
to the work-to-rule cam-
paign soon if  negotiating 
doesn’t resume. 

“We’re going to have to 
start making adjustments 
to our work-to-rule … and 
continue to put pressure 
on the board to do the 
right thing – get back and 
negotiate. We’re going to 
have some more settle-
ments (in other districts) 
come in the next week or 
two that will leave Water-
loo very much out in the 
cold as far as hiring is 
concerned and the like. 
They’ll start to realize 
that where they think the 
deal is going to be isn’t go-
ing to be there at all.”

When asked how the 
impasse as it stands right 
now could possibly reas-
sure parents and students 
their school experience 
won’t be jeopardized by 
the dispute, Constable 
refused to take responsi-
bility for the impact any 
further action by her 
members would have.

“That’s too bad. None of  
this would have to hap-
pen … We could have had, 
should have had a one-
year deal that would have 
prevented all of  this from 
happening. But the board 
dug in,” said Constable. 
“We used to be able to sit 
down amicably and work 
out things, but the rela-
tionship in Waterloo has 
been deteriorating.”

CORRECTION
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 $1.19ea.

OUR VERY OWN

DRY PASTA
(900G PACKAGE)

120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA  669-2333              STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT 
MARCH 15 - MARCH 21, 2003

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PRESIDENT’S CHOICE & NO NAME PRODUCTS

HOME OF THE LARGEST FULL SERVICE MEAT 
COUNTER IN TOWN — ALL GRADE ''A'' BEEF
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CAMPBELL'S

HEARTY NOODLES
65G CUPS - ASSORTED VARIETIES

 $3.99ea.

KRAFT

CHEESE WHIZ
500G - REGULAR OR LIGHT ONLY

8.80kg

Strip Loin Steaks

Chicken Breasts

Peameal Back Bacon

Side Bacon

Loin Pork Roast

Beef Steak Tails

Turkeys

New York

Fresh, Boneless
13.21kg

$3.99 8.80kg

LB.

LB.

LB.

$3.99

$3.99 LB.
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8.80kg

President's Choice, Frozen

Selby's Smoked, Sliced

Boneless
$2.99 6.59kgLB.

$3.99 8.80kgLB.

3.73kg

$5.99

Black Forest Ham

Chicken Breast

Turkey Summer Sausage

Cooked Ham

Springer's Sliced or Shaved

Maple Lodge, Cooked or Smoked, Sliced or Shaved
8.80kg

$4.99 11.00kg

LB.

LB.

LB.

$4.99 11.00kg
Selby's

$3.99

   My 
Personal Choice 
                        

PRODUCT

100% SATISFACTION ON QUALITY AND PRICE

$2.29 5.05kgLB.

Springer's Sliced

 89¢
ea.

DEL MONTE

FRUIT DRINKS
TETRA PACKS 3x250ML

 $1.69ea.

OUR VERY OWN

APPLE SAUCE
SWEETENED OR
UNSWEETENED
(796ML)

 $2.99ea.

OUR VERY OWN

FRESH SPRING 
WATER
(11L JUG)

 99¢

OUR VERY OWN

BASKET COFFEE
FILTERS
(100's) ea.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo-Welling-
ton MPP Ted Ar-
nott was on hand 

at Elmira’s Chateau Gar-
dens on Mar. 7 to receive 
1,225 signed postcards 
requesting the province 
increase funding to long-
term care facilities by 
$260 million.

This was the second 
year in a row that Arnott 
has received postcards 
from the two long-term 
care facilities in Elmira, 
something he reminded 
the gathered crowd 
when he accepted the 
postcards from Chateau 
Gardens and Elmira’s 
Leisureworld Care Giv-
ing Centre.

“I do want to express 
my appreciation to all 
of  you for the interest 
and care that you’ve 
shown for the residents. 
I do believe and agree 
that government has to 
see operating funding 
for long-term care as a 
very high priority,” said 
Arnott in receiving the 
cards. 

“We have quite a num-
ber of  competing inter-
ests coming to us with 
requests for funding, 
this is something that’s 
very, very important for 
all of  us, for our fami-
lies, for our parents and 
our grandparents. It’s 
something that I would 
like to see happen, too.”

The campaign was 
again spearheaded by 
the Ontario Long-term 
Care Association (OLT-
CA), which represents 
360 facilities across 
Ontario. Last year’s 
campaign resulted in a 
$100 million increase to 
operating funds for LTC, 
where the government 
also committed resi-
dents to fee increases of  
$2 per day in September 
2003 and 2004.

In amassing 76,000 
signatures, the OLTCA 
is again hoping that 
long-term care remains 
in the Ontario Ministry 

Long-term care looking for more money
76,000 request increased funding; 1,200 from Elmira alone

of  Finance’s sights as 
it prepares its budget, 
scheduled to be deliverd 
Mar. 27.

“I’m still hopeful that 
in the budget process 
which will be sometime 
this month … that we’re 
in there as a priority,” 
confirmed OLTCA ex-
ecutive director Karen 
Sullivan. “I think 76,000 
cards is a pretty strong 
message to the govern-
ment. In a three-week 
period to get that many 
people to realize there is 
a need and to sign a card 
is a really strong mes-
sage to them.”

“I can’t say if  they’ll 
get their money or not. 
We’re currently in our 
budget process,” said 
Rosalind Robertson, 
spokesperson for Associ-
ate Minister for Health 
and Long-term Care Dan 
Newman. “Long-term 
care is certainly one of  
our priority issues, but 
when we go into budget 
it’s about choices and 
choices have to be made. 
We’re not there yet.

“We’ve seen (the OLT-
CA’s request) coming 
like a bus coming down 
the street. We’ve seen a 
need for access; we’ve 
addressed it. We’ve seen 
a need for increased 
personal care; we’ve ad-
dressed that through (last 
year’s) record infusion.”

The inability to confirm 
whether the postcards 
will have the desired 
financial impact come 
budget time doesn’t 
change the ministry’s 
commitment to long-
term care or jeopardize 
the relationship the 
ministry has with the 
OLTCA though, added 
Robertson, aware the 
campaign is simply part 
of  the pre-budget dance.

“We have a very good 
working relationship 
with the OLTCA and 
that’s not just during 
budget time. That’s 
throughout the year. 
When we came out 
with the $100 million 
(last year), they were 

extremely supportive of  
that. The facts and fig-
ures of  how much more 
nursing care that would 
provide actually came 
from the OLTCA,” added 
Robertson. 

“That’s a popular 
misconception of  the 
relationship between 
the government and 
stakeholders – that we 
only talk to each other 
every spring. That’s not 
true at all. We have a 
common goal and that 
is to provide the best 
possible care to our frail 
and elderly. We work to-
gether towards that and 
I think we’ve made a lot 
of  progress.”

JUST $2 MORE Chateau Gardens administrator Joan Norris, left, and her couterpart at Leisureworld Deb 
Dueck, right, present Waterloo-Wellington MPP Ted Arnott with 1,225 signed cards requesting an increase 
in funding for long-term care facilities across the province.

HUGO RODRIGUES

Speaking at the On-
tario Secondary 
School Teachers’ 

Federation (OSSTF) an-
nual general meeting in 
Toronto, Rhonda Kimber-
ley-Young committed the 
federation to turfing the 
Tories in the next Ontario 
election.

Kimberley-Young, who 
was elected as incoming 
president of  the OSSTF, 
made the statement in her 
inaugural address to dele-
gates on Mar. 10 in Toronto. 
The OSSTF carries a his-

OSSTF Job #1: Take 
down the government

tory of  discontent with the 
Tory government cham-
piioned by its outgoing 
president Earl Manners. 
With many of  its districts 
in limited work-to-rules 
the federation’s frustration 
with the current govern-
ment continues to mount.

This isn’t the first time 
a teachers’ federation has 
put the governing party 
in its sights prior to an 
election – federations have 
made similar commit-
ments before elections in 
1999, 1995 and in the 1980s.



6    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • OPINION PAGES • MARCH 15, 2003 MARCH 15, 2003 • OPINION PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  7

PHONE: (519) 669-5790
TOLL FREE: 1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
EMAIL: info@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

ADDRESS: 
20-B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, ON, CANADA  N3B 1Z9

PUBLICATION NUMBER: 1004840
ISSN NUMBER: 1203 9578

REPORTERS:

Joanne Peach.....................ext 102
Hugo Rodrigues..................ext 101
PRODUCTION MANAGER:

Pat Merlihan.......................ext 105
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:

Scott Arnold.......................ext 105

PUBLISHER

Joe Merlihan......................ext 107
EDITOR

Steve Kannon.....................ext 103
SALES MANAGER

Donna Rudy........................ext 104
GENERAL INQUIRY

Operator.............................ext 100

The Woolwich Observer (est. 1996) is published every Saturday 
by Cathedral Communications Inc., an independent publishing/
media corporation located in Elmira, Ontario, CANADA.

A division of Cathedral Communications Inc.

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:RECENT ACCOLADES:

Incomes up, but 
so are taxes, fees » Just say no to more hikes

Woolwich Coun. Murray Martin 
was on the right track this 
week in opposing a doubling 
of water service charges. 
Tapping into other reserves is 
not the greatest solution, but 
politicians seem to think the 
public money tap is wide open.

» Pettiness no surprise
With no roadblocks to speak 
off, either inside or out of the 
party, Paul Martin appears set 
to face the death of a thousand 
cuts. Opposition members are 
blatantly grasping at straws over 
Martin’s CSL holdings.

Lock ‘em up and toss the key

QUOT-
ABLES

When we’ve got $1.9 million in sewer money ... 
I have a hard time doubling the rate.“ ”Woolwich Coun. Murray Martin Mar. 11 in voting against a 100% hike in water service fees 

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

» The neverendum
As Quebec prepares for an 
election, polls show the PQ could 
win another election. Quebeckers 
have no desire for separation, but 
another PQ win would simply 
prolong the tired, old rhetoric of 
Bernard Landry and co.

the bad,

& the ugly

Tories 1, Teachers 0

Statistics Canada income figures released this 
week did nothing to bolster the case of  local 
politicians who have been raising taxes and 
other rates at a steady clip this year – most 

recently, Woolwich councillors voted to increase the 
township’s water service charge by 100 per cent.

At first blush, the news was good. Average household 
income hit record levels. Canadian workers made an 
average of  some $30,000 a year in 2000. For full-time 
workers, the average was $43,000. But in that year, ap-
proximately 6.7 million people in this country earned 
an average of  $20,000 or less – some 41 per cent of  the 
population. Of  those, about 1.5 million were making 
less than $20,000 in full-time, year-round jobs.

Overall, the average income for Canadians rose by 7.3 
per cent during the past 10 years. Counter that number 
with inflationary and cost-of-living figures bandied 
about recently by our elected officials and it is easy to 
see why taxpayers are uneasy – their incomes simply 
have not kept pace with what governments want from 
their wallets, if  only to pad their own paycheques.

The latest census results also confirm a widely acknowl-
edged trend: the rich are getting richer (current stock 
market trends notwithstanding) and the lower ranks are 
gaining new recruits all the time. And there is a growing 
divide among the generations – today’s young people do, 
indeed, have it tougher than their parents and the gen-
erations before them. For many, real income levels have 
actually dropped over the past 20 years, the exception be-
ing those with university educations.

That group fared well, the only group with consis-
tently upward earning levels. Luckily for Woolwich, 
the numbers in this category increases significantly in 
recent years, helping to boost our average income well 
beyond the national number. In Wellesley, the educa-
tion factor was less pronounced, but income levels were 
still higher than average.

That said, there is no reason to tread any harder on 
the taxpayers’ pocketbooks.

Nothing gets my 
goat like hearing 
about all them 

criminals who get sweet-
heart deals and end up 
back on the streets, usu-
ally to keep on with their 
murderin’ and thievin’ 
ways. Or, in the case of  
Canada, we’ve got plenty 
of  illegals who we keep 
deporting and who keep 
coming back to a life of  
crime – with no worries 
on account of  how we just 
slap them on the wrist. 

I say we need us one of  
them three-strike laws 
here, just like they got in 
California.

I was reading last week 
how the Supreme Court 
in America has okayed the 
practice of  slapping long 
sentences on those who 
make a life of  crime. As 
usual, a bunch of  bleed-
ing hearts was crying the 
blues about harsh penal-
ties – boo hoo hoo, says I.

A fellow got 50 years to 
life in jail for shoplifting 
some videotapes from 
Kmart and another dum-
bass got 25 years to life 
for trying to walk out of  a 
store with golf  clubs down 
his trousers. The whiners, 
most of  ‘em paid to com-
plain or with something 
to gain from the system, 

say such cases are ‘cruel 
and unusual’ punishment. 
Fact is, these criminal mo-
rons and their type have 
long histories of  doing 
crimes.

Good riddance, I say.
PROTECTING OUR COPS

Back here in Canada, 
another judge was doing 
the right thing last week, 
as well – the courts don’t 
normally hold much truck 
with me, being home to 
too many liberals, but 
something went right.

Anyway, this judge in 
Manitoba said it’s okay to 
automatically impose first-
degree murder charges on 
those who kill a police of-
ficer in this country.

Again, we had some law-
yers and other crybabies 
trying to soften the stance 
on a couple of  humding-
ers accused of  killing an 
RCMP officer in 2001. But 
the judge did the right 
thing and said it’s alright 
to give the cops some extra 
protection under the law.

That’s only right in my 
book. The police are the 
ones on the front lines 

protecting us from the 
all lowlifes and parasites 
who want to ruin our way 
of  life, the same group of  
scumballs that the crying 
lefties want us to go easy 
on.

The police do a danger-
ous job, and we ought to do 
everything we can to help 
them do it. Now, if  we re-
ally want to do something, 
we should bring back the 
death penalty for those 
who take a policeman’s 
life – that would be a more 
fitting response.

Actually, we should be 
bringing back the noose 
for a whole bunch of  kill-
ers and rapists and child 
molesters. Just think of  
the cost savings if  we’re 
quick about it. And all 
them whiners going about 
how it ain’t a deterrent 
can answer me one ques-
tion: how many dead 
scumbags have ever killed 
another innocent victim? 
That’s deterrent enough 
where I’m standing.

PIE-IN-THE-SKY NDPERS
It’s kinda funny to 

watch the NDP getting all 

geared up for an election 
in Ontario. They seem to 
be rantin’ and ravin’ all 
over the place these days, 
including right here in 
this newspaper. I was even 
more tickled to see the 
(a)musings of  that wacky 
lefty who usually appears 
a couple of  pages down 
from me – I don’t know 
if  he’s just spouting the 
party line or if  he really 
believes that group’s got a 
pig’s chance of  winning.

I’ve got a word of  advice 
for you there, comrade: 
don’t bet the farm.

Now, I know voters ain’t 
usually got the longest 
memories, but there are 
plenty of  folks who re-
member the mess Bob Rae 
left us, a mess that took the 
Common Sense Revolution 
a few years to clean up. Be-
ing fickle, folks here are 
reckoned to be looking for 
a change whenever Ernie 
Eves gets around to calling 
an election.

I ain’t none too happy, 
but I’m guessin’ we’ll end 
up with a Liberal govern-
ment unless the Tories 
start dancing a little 
faster. I ain’t even having 
nightmares about the NDP 
– that’s just cloud cuckoo-
land, no matter what the 
lefties say. 

Politicians, as a rule, are not the most respected 
bunch in this, or any other, country. Normally we 
revel in attacks on our elected officials, at least 

verbally – although at tax time thoughts might become 
a little more physical.

Being Canadians, however, we eventually shun such 
thought in favour of  more proper behaviour. Which is 
why public opinion sided with Ontario Education Min-
ister Elizabeth Witmer following some rough treatment 
at a teachers’ union meeting.

As she left the annual meeting of  the Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers Association on Mar. 10, Witmer was 
punched in the arm and lightly splattered with water 
lobbed at her by a group of  teachers.

It is ironic, then, that some teachers, a group the Tories 
have done everything in their power to malign since 
coming to office, have made Witmer a sympathetic char-
acter.

While the “assault” was far from brutal, something 
in it offended our sensibilities. The image of  a politi-
cian surrounded by a lynch mob sits well; any action 
in that direction, however, no matter how benign, does 
not sit well with us. This is the same Canadian way 
that prompts someone who might “hate” a particular 
politician to the point of  grumbling all the time to offer 
a warm hand shake and a “pleased to meet you,” when 
that same politician shows up at the door during an elec-
tion campaign.

Unfortunately for the teachers, this week’s outburst did 
not help their group in its ongoing campaign to win pub-
lic support. As an election nears, this week’s battle in the 
public relations war went to the government. 
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Seeing friends and fam-
ily and tobogganing.”

»Kira Stawski

“What’s your 
favourite spring
break activity?”
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AUDITED CIRCULATION:

11,585

My observations as a people watcher

FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 
THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

“Taking swimming les-
sons in Elmira.”

»Tarrah Joy Martin

“Going on trips like the 
Children’s museum in 
London.”

» Mariah Martin

 See POLLS page 8

ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN WOOLWICH: “DARN THOSE CENTRE-WELLINGTON FOLK, 
ALWAYS AFTER ME LUCKY RACEWAY CHARMS.”

“Downhill skiing ... at 
Blue Mountain and Chi-
copee.”

»Keenan Courtis

I have a unique hobby. 
It’s people watching. 
It’s not at all expen-

sive and there is never a 
shortage of  subjects, and 
I’ve done it for the past 
55 years or so. The best 
place to people-watch is 
at the mall (especially in 
the winter months) but 
on a warm day, the out-of-
doors is equally fine. I’ve 
even had some wonderful 
moments people-watch-
ing right in my own 
house!

Yogi Berra is said to 

have penned the phrase, 
“You can observe a lot by 
just watching,” although 
I have serious doubts as 
to the creator of  that line. 
I believe it was Clifford 
Shantz who said them to 
me during one of  his rare 
outbursts of  conversa-
tion while his wife Livvie 
was drinking a glass of  
water. Whichever, the 
truth of  the matter is 
that the words carry a 
great deal of  insight.

As an avid watcher of  
birds, I now am also an 

avid watcher of  people. 
Some of  my observations 
have stayed with me for 
many years while others 
are as fresh as the coffee 
at ‘Timmy’s.’ It is these 
observations that I’d like 
to share with you:
• The higher a man 

rises in his company, the 
more difficult he is to 

reach by telephone.
• The person doing the 

bank commercials on TV 
is not the same one who 
makes the loans.

• At any party attended 
by 50 people, at least 37 
of  them will stand in 
the doorway between the 
kitchen, where the punch 
bowl is, and the den, 
where the sandwiches 
are.

• No matter how big the 
room containing the TV 
set, a five-year-old will 
always manage to stand 
directly between you and 
the set.

• Give one kid a nickel 
and the other a dime, the 
one with the dime will 
want the nickel because 
it is bigger.
• Put three kids in the 

back seat and all will 

want to sit by the win-
dow.
• Your wife will never 

ask where you’ve been if  
you get home before she 
does.

• Ask two adults which 
is the best way to drive to 
London and five minutes 
later you can walk away 
while both of  them are 
still arguing with each 
other.
• The more money a 

man has the more diffi-
cult it is to get some from 
him.
• People who resort to 

the use of  profanity are, 
for the most part, inse-
cure.
• I have never witnessed 

an ugly wedding or a 
pretty divorce.

• Nobody really knows 
exactly what to do with 
the toothpick after 
spearing and eating the 
little piece of  sausage at 
a cocktail party or a wed-
ding reception.

• It has never been de-

termined exactly what to 
do with your hands dur-
ing a complete physical 
examination.
• The best dressed peo-

ple are conservatively 
dressed people.
• No matter what time 

you go to the mall, all the 
parking spaces near the 
entrance are taken.
• All grandparents have 

the cutest-looking grand-
children.

• The hospital ex-
pression “hold for 
observation” had to come 
into being as a result of  
some poor soul walking 
down a hospital hallway 
wearing one of  those de-
spicable tie-in-the-back 
hospital gowns.

So there you have 
it folks, from a bit of  
humour to a bit of  se-
riousness and back to 
humour from my side of  
the dam. I’m just follow-
ing my doctor’s orders 
- WHY DON”T YOU ‘HU-
MERUS’?

BRUCE WHITESTONE
G U E S T  C O L U M N I S T

For much of  the past 
year political pun-
dits have predicted 

that the Progressive Con-
servative Party will lose 
the forthcoming pro-
vincial election. These 
forecasters are guilty of  
misreading history.

Most of  the predictions 
are based, at least in 
part, on public opinion 
polls. They show a con-
sistent, wide lead for the 
Liberal opposition. If  the 
political significance of  
opinion survey research 
is to be evaluated, it must 
be viewed in a social set-
ting and with political 
precedents in mind.

It is a mystery why opin-
ion surveying has gained 
so much respect. Since its 
inception opinion analy-
sis seldom possessed 
validity or reliability in 
adequate amounts. The 
problems with opinion 
sampling are numerous.

In a survey of  Ontario, 
samples are very small 
and thus often inaccu-
rate. Measuring cross 
sections of  age, rural or 
urban residence, gender, 
income, education and 
affiliations all have a 
bearing on obtaining the 
proper result. It is not 
surprising then that er-
rors in forecasting occur.

During the past three 
decades public opinion 
polls here have almost 
always shown the provin-
cial Liberals were leading 
all the parties and were 
the likely winners in the 
elections soon to follow.

Examples abound. In 
1975 the Liberals led by 
Robert Nixon were five to 
six points ahead of  their 
provincial counterparts, 

The perils of polling
Public opinion not a good election barometer

a trend that had been 
going on for two years. 
Nevertheless, Premier 
Bill Davis won re-elec-
tion. 

In 1985 the Liberals had 
a slight edge in the sur-
veys, but Frank Miller’s 
Conservatives won more 
seats. 

The Liberals formed 
the government with 
the backup of  the NDP. 
Premier David Peterson 
called a snap election 
as polls showed that he 
would win an overwhelm-
ing election victory, but 
the NDP carried the day. 

Then in 1995 the op-
position leader Lyn 
McLeod was more than 
20 points ahead of  her 
rivals in surveys as the 
election was called and 
was swamped by Mike 
Harris.

In 1998-1999 opinion polls 
reported in the Globe and 
Mail on “Harris’ uphill 
re-election battle,” as “the 
Tories (are) still trailing 
the Liberals by between 
five and 10 points.” Also, 
“fully 45 per cent of  the 
respondents in one recent 
poll stated that under no 
circumstances will they 
vote Tory.” 

Notwithstanding those 
estimates, Premier Harris 
handily won a majority 
government. Hence the 
recent polls showing the 
Liberals’ lead of  about 
six percentage points in 
surveys obviously must 
be viewed with a great 
deal of  skepticism.

It appears that respon-
dents constantly blur the 
distinction between the 
federal and provincial 
scene. The federal Lib-
erals command vastly 
superior support and vot-
ers often believe they are 
being questioned about 

their position on the fed-
eral parties.

History also shows that 
voters are disinclined to 
support the same party 
provincially that is in 
power in Ottawa. There 
have been rare excep-
tions, but the present 
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

A spring election in Ontario (Part 2)
In last week’s column, 

I detailed the signs 
that Ontario Premier 

Ernie Eves will soon call 
a spring election. I also 
described the strengths 
and weaknesses of  the 
strategy and policies of  
the Liberals and the Con-
servatives. And, in what 
seemed to get the most 
attention from readers, 
I predicted that the PC 
government is on its way 
out, that it knows it is 
on its way out, and that 
its focus is on avoiding 
oblivion. I stand by that 
prediction. 

Unlike 1999, when there 
were still people in the 
province who thought 
that tax cuts were a 
free gift, the people of  
Ontario have come to 
realize that there are 
consequences to Tory 
policies that affect more 
than just the poor and 
marginalized. The ques-
tion for most voters going 
into this campaign is go-
ing to be “which of  the 
two opposition parties 
is best suited to undo 
the damage caused by 
Mike Harris and Ernie 
Eves?” It probably won’t 
surprise regular readers 
that I’m going to make 
the case for the NDP as 
the best alternative.

I’ve been a member of  
the NDP for 19 years. Dur-
ing that time, I have to 
say that I have only rarely 
been impressed with 
the electoral strategies 

employed by the party’s 
central campaign team. 
We’ve always had cred-
ible leadership, sound 
policy and well-respected 
local candidates, but we 
seem to be constantly out-
maneuvered by the other 
parties on the campaign 
trail (to be fair, a lot of  
the problem stems from 
an inability to match 
the spending of  the cor-
porate-backed parties). 
This time, I think the 
NDP has found a strategy 
that will carry the party 
to greater success than 
anyone anticipates in the 
coming campaign.

Building on How-
ard Hampton’s 
successful campaign to 
halt the privatization 
of  Ontario Hydro, the 
NDP platform is called 
“Public Power: Practical 
Solutions for Ontario.” 
It’s available in its entire-
ty at www.publicpower.ca, 
but here are the 10 key as-
pects of  the platform:

• Stop hydro privatiza-
tion and deregulation 
and ensure clean, reli-
able public power at cost.

• Extend public home 
care, create 100 new Com-
munity Health Centres 
and cut long-term care 
user fees. Cancel plans 
for private MRI/CT clin-
ics and privately-built 
hospitals and put funds 
back into public health 
care.

• Keep our drinking 
water public and protect 

water from source to tap.
• Ensure every student 

has the opportunity to 
excel, guaranteed by a 
dedicated Education Ex-
cellence Fund that takes 
the politics out of  educa-
tion funding. No public 
funds for private schools. 

• Immediately increase 
the minimum wage to $8 
an hour, prohibit scabs 
and treat injured workers 
fairly. 

• Freeze rents for two 
years, build at least 32,000 
units of  affordable hous-
ing and increase shelter 
allowances.

• Cut tuition fees by 
10 per cent and ensure 
that no student is denied 
a quality education or 
training for financial 
reasons. 

• Lower transit fares, 
shorten waits and reduce 
gridlock with a dedicated 
transportation trust fund.

• Reduce childcare fees 
to $10 a day for children 
aged 18 months to five 
years in non-profit, 
regulated childcare, and 
create 20,000 new child-
care spaces.

• Protect your pension 
from inflation and let you 
take it with you from job 
to job.

My instincts tell me that 
the people of  Ontario are 

going to identify with 
these issues and others 
raised by the party. The 
NDP’s internal polls cer-
tainly indicate that they 
are. As Howard Hampton 
puts it, “The public is 
with us; they just don’t 
know it yet. That’s what 
the campaign is for.”

So, what about the 
Liberals? Will Dalton Mc-
Guinty be able (or, more 
importantly, willing) to 
deliver on this kind of  
alternative agenda if  
elected? The short an-

swer is a big “maybe.” If  
they have a minority and 
the NDP holds the bal-
ance of  power (the most 
likely best case scenario 
if  current polling num-
bers hold), then they can 
be forced to implement 
some progressive chang-
es (as they were forced 
to do between 1985 and 
1987). Under any other 
Liberal victory scenario, 
your guess is as good as 
mine. I do know that, 
during the last three ses-
sions of  the legislature, 
the Liberals have voted 
with the Conservatives 
63 times (while the NDP 
voted against). During 
the same time period, the 
NDP never voted with the 

government (while the 
Liberals voted against it). 
That should tell you all 
you need to know about 
the Liberals.

In closing, I’d like to 
take you back to the 
Liberal pre-election ad, 
which I had such a fun 
time ridiculing last week. 
As Dalton McGuinty 
stands in a snow storm, 
looking only slightly less 
stiff  than the tree beside 
which he is standing, 
he asks and answers a 
key question that is in-
tended to define him for 
voters: “Am I an optimist? 
Maybe.” 

Why don’t you get back 
to us when you decide, 
Dalton?

The Township of Woolwich
"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confidently Embracing Our Future."

The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

2003 DOG TAGS
Dog Tags for 2003 are avail-

able at the Township office, 69 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, Village Pet 
Food Shoppe, 10 Church St. W., 
Elmira and the Licence Bureau 

Office, 13B Industrial Dr., Elmira.

The fees (until Apr 15) are:
Spayed/Neutered Dog: $12
Non Spayed/Neutered: $17

An invitation to residents
from Woolwich Township to participate on an 

HONORARIUM REVIEW COMMITTEE
to determine an appropriate level of remuneration

for the 2003-2006 term of Council

Council wishes to appoint a task force consisting of members of the community including representatives 
from the business, labour, media, community at large, former councillors and agricultural sectors.  The 
task force will meet periodically to develop recommendations to be presented to the current Council for 
implementation for the 2003-2006 Council term.  The purpose of the Committee is:

· To consider and recommend an appropriate level of remuneration for members of Council including the 
Mayor;

· To establish a formula based on established economic indicators that would be used as a means to recom-
mend adjustments to the Council honorarium on an annual basis.

· To review a policy for attending conferences and conventions.
· To review a policy for suitable technology upgrades for all members of Council.

If you are interested in participating on the task force or require further information, please contact 
Committee Clerk Valrie Hummel at Extension 239 for an application.  Deadline for submission of applications 
is Wednesday, April 2, 2003.

Christine Broughton,
Clerk.
Extension 238

April 21 – 27, 2003

Any interested groups wishing
to participate in Pitch-In Week 

and looking for an area to clean 
may contact, by March 28, the:

 Recreation and Facilities
Department to register
at 669-1647 ext. 259

Pitch-In
Week is

situation does not auger 
well for the provincial 
Liberals.

In the most recent 
provincial election, the 
NDP opted for “strate-
gic voting” by which 
they concentrated their 
efforts on ridings where 
they were the most like-
ly winners and ignored 
others in favour of  the 
Liberals. That policy 
decimated the NDP and 
helped the Liberals. The 
former has no intention 
of  repeating that error. 
A stronger third party 
will split the opposition 
vote and be of  great 
assistance to Premier 

Polls don’t always pick winners
Continued from page 7 Eves’ government.

One by one the Conser-
vatives have responded 
to voter dissatisfaction 
on many issues. Hydro 
rates have been frozen, 
tax cuts placed on hold, 
additional funds are 
being allocated to 
health and education. 
Assurances have been 
provided so that the 
Walkerton water prob-
lem does not recur, 
and “Smart Growth” 
includes a program to 
help municipalities, 
reportedly by sharing 
gasoline tax revenues 
with the cities. None of  
the voter grievances has 
been untouched.

Finally, voters’ per-
ceptions are that the 
Ontario Liberal Party 
has no distinctive 
policies. That may be 
unwarranted but in 
any event, no particu-
lar policy comes across 
to the voters – in sharp 
contrast to the New 
Democrats’ platform 
with its rather specific 
proposals.

Therefore, unless there 
is a major change in the 
next few months, the 
Tories will again win 
the coming provincial 
election.

Bruce Whitestone is a 
Breslau-based economist.
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Consumer confi dence down

BIZPORTFOLIO
Unemployment rates jump in region Regional growth 101 for business

Canadian consumers are less confi dent than they have been at any 
time following the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, according to a survey 
released this week. The Decima Research report produced an index of 
80.4, down from 90.9 last spring and the lowest since November 2001.

Waterloo Region’s unemployment rate jumped to 6.2 per cent from 5.4 
per cent in January, largely because of a big increase in the number of 
job seekers.  There was no increase in the number of jobs created, but the 
labour force grew by 1,700 last month, causing the rate spike.

A special business-oriented session on Waterloo Region’s smart growth 
strategy is scheduled for Mar. 20 at 4 p.m. at the regional council 
chambers in Kitchener. The event is sponsored by the K-W and Cambridge 
chambers of commerce, Communitech and CTT.

Saturday, March 29, 2003, 8:00pm
at the Drayton Festival Theatre

Tickets $27.50 at The Drayton Festival The a tre
BOX OFFICE: (519) 638-5555

BOUNTY ENTERPRISES PRESENTS

ELVIS... The Way
IT WAS

CROWNED
#1 IN THE
WORLD!

Featuring his 12 piece band

Elmira’s Best Selection 
with Quality and Service 

You Can Trust

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

63 Arthur Street South, 
Unit #1, ELMIRA

(519) 669-0879
(Located beside the Library)

2 FOR 1
MARCH PROMOTION

EYEGLASSES & CONTACT LENSES
Woolwich Township’sFirst and Only 2 FOR 1 SALE

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs  
(519) 664-3610

Roasts

Pork Loin Chops

Turkey Drumsticks

Turkey Kolbassa

Baked Meat Loaves

Marble Cheese

Weekly  Specials
Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades A, AA, AAA

Boneless Blade, Short Rib or Cross Cut

Center Cut

$3.49/LB

$3.49/LB

$1.39/LB

$3.99/LB
Deli Sliced

$4.99/LB

$3.59/LB

Smoked

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Building starts in the 
region and across 
the country remain 
strong despite a re-

cent dip in the market, which 
is mainly due to the freezing 
weather conditions, say mar-
ket experts.

Builders in the region poured 
foundations for 194 housing 
units last month, a little down 
from 219 in February 2002. 
“With three feet of  frost in the 
ground it’s pretty costly and 
diffi cult [to build] right now,” 
said Gary Bromberg, president 
of  the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Housing Association and own-
er of  Bromberg Construction. 

Still, the weather conditions 
have only served to delay a 
burgeoning new housing mar-
ket, said Bromberg, who is 
currently in the process of  de-
veloping 130 lots in St. Jacobs. 
Building sales are predicted 
to be as strong as last year. If  
anything, it’s almost been too 
busy, making it diffi cult to fi nd 
framers and bricklayers, said 
Bromberg. 

“If  it slows down, it would 
probably be a bit of  a blessing.”

But if  the recent fi gures 
releases by the Canadian Mort-
gage Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) are anything to go by, 
the housing market is likely to 
remain as strong as last year, 
said Jim Koppang, local mar-
ket analyst for the CMHC. 

Freeze slows housing market
Overall demand still driving up new home starts locally and across the country

This has been the sec-
ond-strongest February in 
Kitchener for the CMHC since 
1972, said Koppang. According 
to the CMHC’s national fi gures, 
housing starts jumped 34.5 per 
cent last month. In Ontario 
they increased by a staggering 
77 per cent.

While the spike is due in part 
to a surge in multi-dwelling 

units in Toronto, the region’s 
boom has largely stemmed 
from an increase in the sale 
of  single dwelling units, par-
ticularly the larger homes, said 
Bromberg. “Right now the big-
ger houses are selling and the 
smaller ones are not selling as 
quickly ... people have more 
disposable income now than 
they did before,” he added.

The region’s strong housing 
resale market has also served 
to give new home building a 
boost, said Koppang.  

“The average prices have been 
going up in the resale market 
so people that do own their 
homes can sell their existing 
homes quickly for a good price 
and that makes a new house 
more achievable.”

The general economic condi-
tions are strong – relatively low 
interest rates despite the quar-
ter-point increase last  week 
and more disposable income 
has combined to make home 
buying a more viable option, 
said Bromberg and Koppang.

The housing market is also 
increasing as more immigrants 
make the region their home, 
added Bromberg.

A shortage of  available lots 
up until recently has also 
resulted in a boost to the lo-
cal construction market, said 
Elmira developer Rick Trapp of  
Emerald Homes, who is building 
homes in the Birdland subdivi-
sion. He expects the demand for 
housing to be even higher once 
the industrial development in 
Elmira is completed. “None of  
the sales we’ve had so far are 
from that market,” said Trapp. 
“When the industrial areas are 
up and running I’m sure we’re 
going to have some spin-offs.”

With new developments 
throughout both townships 
underway, more people are look-
ing at new homes as an option, 
suggested Marilyn Leis of  Mur-
ray Leis Construction. “Maybe 
people see these new subdivi-
sions and think they would like 
to live there.”

Homebuyers today also tend to 
be more discerning than their 
counterparts in the last decade, 
said Trapp. “People are making 
their own choices in terms of  
exactly what they want rather 
than somebody else’s dream.”

JOANNE PEACH

BUILDING THE FUTURE  Wayne Martin of M & R Framing working on a new home on Crane Drive in Elmira’s Birdland 
subdivision. Housing starts continue at a hot pace.

LIMITED
TIME ONLY!
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Hahn nets rookie of the year honours

SPORTSPAGES
Beating the odds That summer sports feeling ...

This next week is peak time for registering the little ones for Woolwich 
summer sports. Woolwich Soccer holds its second registration on 
Wednesday (Mar. 19), which is preceded by minor ball registrations 
on Tuesday (Mar. 18). 

The Woolwich Ringette Petite division team vindicated itself last weekend 
at a tournament in Barrie, taking away first place. The tournament win 
bolsters the team, which has been struggling to get any wins in regular 
season play since it returned to the ice in December.

Elmira’s Derek Hahn was recognized this past week as the Central 
Hockey League’s rookie of the year. The centre-forward has notched 47 
points in 43 games so far this season for the Amarillo Gorillas in Texas, 
beating out three other rookies. 

Registration will be at the St. Clements Arena on 

Wednesday March 19 from 7pm-9pm 
Monday March 24 from 7pm-9pm 

NORTH WATERLOO
RECREATION BALL 2003

REGISTRATION DATES:
(League for Kids 14 and Under)

For further information, watch for flyers being
distributed through local schools on Monday, March 17.

For more information, call 699-9295

CENTRE
WELLINGTON
INLINE HOCKEY

FINAL REGISTRATION
Thursday March 20, 2003 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
IN THE FERGUS ARENA
BOARDROOM
TYKE PROGRAM NOW AVAILABLE

For More Information:
843-5965 or 787-0252

REGISTRATION DATES:
Tuesday, March 18

7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday, March 29

9 a.m. - 12 noon
at the

Royal Canadian Legion
11 First St. E., Elmira

FEES
Rookie Ball...............$30
House League..........$55
Rep..........................$115

LATE FEES - $10.00/player
no guarantee for team placement

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian Blaxall...........669-1377

PO Box 132, Elmira  N3B 2Z5
*Houseleague Convenors Required*

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With plenty of  
ringette action 
scheduled to get un-
derway on Mar. 31, a 

Woolwich stamp will be all over 
the Canadian Ringette Champi-
onships (CRC) taking place at 
Waterloo’s RIM Park and Me-
morial Recreation centres.

Exemplifying the relation-
ship between Woolwich Minor 
Ringette and Waterloo Ringette 
is a group of  people who work 
and live in Woolwich Township 
– they’ve dug in deep to help out 
with the week-long tournament 
in all facets, from the execu-
tive committee, to hospitality 
hostesses and coaches to those 
taking to the ice to bid for the 
national trophy.

Take, for examplee, Ian Faulds 
who coaches in Woolwich, 
where his daughter Sheri 
Markle started playing before 
moving to Waterloo. She is still 
playing and has introduced her 
daughter Erin to the sport. All 
three will be active throughout 
the tournament, particularly 
Sheri as she is the Open “AA” 
division player spokesperson 
for the host Waterloo team.

Or you can look to Elmi-
ra’s Ferrier family – where 
mother Julie is the hospi-
tality coordinator, dad Bill 
coaches for Waterloo Ringette 
and daughter Jess laces up for 

Nationals feature some Woolwich charm
Plenty of Woolwich residents involved with Waterloo’s Canadian Ringette Championships

a Waterloo team.
It was a natural progression 

for the family after Jess went 
looking for a higher level of  
play, explained Julie, who was 
preparing some of  the 550 gift 
bags being doled out to tourna-
ment participants.

“It’s a big thing … wher-
ever we can help, we can,” 
added Ferrier, who has set 
up trips into Woolwich Town-
ship throughout the week 

for players and their families 
to experience St. Jacobs and 
Conestogo. The visits to Wool-
wich Township will culminate 
on the tournament’s final day, 
when the committee will have 
buses running to the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival.

Another Woolwich resident 
joining Markle as player spokes-
person in her own Junior “AA” 
division is Conestogo’s Katie 
Toronchuk.

“Off  the ice, it’s meeting and 
greeting teams at the airport 
from other provinces, selling 
raffle tickets, doing security at 
times and handling the 50-50 
draws. There will be sympo-
siums and I’ll be helping with 
seating there and different 
things,” said Toronchuk, whose 
team may come into the cham-
pionships as either host team 
or as Team Ontario depending 
on the outcome of  the provin-

cial ringette championships 
being held this weekend in 
Cambridge. 

“I’ll be welcoming teams and 
getting them settled into their 
hotels and giving them a brief  
overview of  their stays and 
stuff  like that. It all depends on 
when we play and how often.”

The 16-year-old will be taking 
the week off  classes at Elmira 
District Secondary School, 
where she’s in Grade 10 and 
is also a member of  the girl’s 
hockey team that’s heads into 
a provincial championship 
in Mississauga on Mar. 25. 
Ringette’s her passion though, 
one she picked up at the age of  
eight.

“As far as why I’ve stuck with 
ringette … it’s pretty much a 
part of  my life since I started 
playing eight years ago. It’s 
hard to explain. It’s something 
that would be missed if  it 
wasn’t a part of  my life,” added 
Toronchuk.

Katie’s off-ice involvement is 
complemented by her mother 
Roseanne’s, who acts as the 
City of  Waterloo liaison for the 
event and will be onsite with  
executives and volunteers 
throughout the tournament.

“We’ll have the three ice pads 
in operation. Games will begin 
at 8 or 8:30 a.m. everyday and 
go straight through until 7:30 
p.m. and we’ve also got the vol-
unteer lounge in place,” said 

 See PARTICIPANTS page 13

 See TWO page 13

Woolwich teams see championship action
HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Only two Woolwich 
teams remain in 
the hunt as the 

Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association (OMHA) 
championships continue 
this weekend. Both teams 
play today (Mar. 15) in 
Elmira.

The Major Bantam “A” 
team goes into game-
three of  its semifinal 

Atom AE team starts series against Aurora Tigers today
series against Belle River 
Rink Rats today at 5 p.m. 
with the match-up tied at 
one apiece. The first team 
to win six points moves 
onto the OMHA Trophy 
finals where they will 
face the winner of  the 
other semifinal between 
Prince Edward County 
and New Tecumseth.

But 90 minutes prior to 
that match the Elmira 
Arena will be home to 
the first game of  the final 

series for the Atom Addi-
tional Entry (AE) group 
four, where the Wildcats 
face off  against the Au-
rora Tigers.

“The kids are really 
happy. This may not ever 
happen to them again 
– they may never get to 
play in an OMHA final,” 
said head coach Quin-
tin Schwartzentruber. 
“I don’t think they real-
ize that. They’re excited 
they’re in the finals but 

I don’t think they realize 
just how important this 
could be … They’re hyper 
and pumped and ready to 
go.”

The Atom team’s suc-
cesses also help confirm 
the choice taken by 
Woolwich Minor Hockey 
executives last fall to en-
ter an AE team in every 
division in order to in-
crease the opportunities 
for Woolwich Township 
players. The OMHA AE 

system allows hockey as-
sociations with rep-level 
teams to enter an addi-
tional rep team into the 
AE stream with a more 
demanding level of  
competition than lower 
leagues.

“Last year they only had 
the one, but I think it’s 
worked out really well 
because in house league 
there’s always that one 
group of  kids that is so 
close to making it to rep 

but because of  the poli-
tics of  sport may never 
get the chance to do it,” 
explained Schwartzen-
truber, who also sits on 
the executive. “This has 
given our guys the next 
level of  play to make it 
possible to maybe make 
the (rep) cut next year.”

The politics of  making 
the AE choice doesn’t 
affect the players, noted 
Schwartzentruber, but it 

HUGO RODRIGUES

WOOLWICH TIES One of the Woolwich-based families participating in the Canadian Ringette Championships is led by Ian Fauld, 
at left, who passed the game onto his daughter Sheri Markle at right and granddaughter Erin Markle.
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5 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs • 664-2373 • LLBO9 Mill St. • (519) 669-5161 6240 Line 86 W., Montrose • (519) 669-4313 PO Box 130, Elmira • (519) 669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

11 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-1611

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

• 1 in 3 Canadians will develop cancer.
• It is estimated that 129,200 Canadians
  will be diagnosed with cancer and 62,700 
  will die from the disease. 
• The most frequently diagnosed cancers 
  continue to be breast for women and 
  prostate for men. 
• Lung cancer remains as the leading 
  cause of cancer death for Canadian   
  women and men.

Canadian Cancer Statistics What is Cancer?
Cancer is a disease in which abnormal cells in some organ or tissue 

go out of control – growing and increasing in number.  When cells 
grow out of control and form a mass, the mass is called a tumour. 
Some tumours grow and enlarge only at the site where they began 
and these are called benign tumours.

Other tumours not only enlarge locally, but they also have the po-
tential to invade and destroy the normal tissue around them and to 
spread to distant parts of the body. Such tumours are called malignant 
or cancer. 

Cancer Awareness
MonthA    P    R    I    L     •     2    0    0    3

3650 Lobsinger Line, POBox 189, St. Clements. • (519) 699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

1220 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley • (519) 656-2725

Wellesley 
Service Centre Ltd.

RR#2 Breslau • (519) 648-2608 1441 King St., 3rd Floor, St. Jacobs • 664-2002

FINE ART AND CUSTOM 
PICTURE FRAMING SHOP

only
originals

30 Church St. W. • (519) 669-2645
DAMAR FUELS LIMITED

2080 Northfield Dr. E. (RR2) • (519) 669-1616

est.1976

Metal
Fabricating
Ltd.

Industrial Dr. E., Elmira • (519) 669-1551

B&L Metal Products
(Elmira) Limited

The joys of jigging: not just for St. Paddy’s day
THE NOT-SO-GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN
STEVE GALEA

There are two kinds 
of  ice fishermen. 
The first, bait an-

glers, have the incredible 
patience of  a kindergar-
ten teacher at shoe-tying 
time. These guys will 
consider every logical 
option, except the most 
sensible, which would be 
to sleep in and buy fish at 
the store.

They’ll drill one or two 
holes in the ice, drop a 
minnow and line down 
each, and wait in the 
comfort of  an ice hut. 
Then, they rely solely 
on the bait, fish, and 
the law of  averages to 
converge in some sort of  
profitable arrangement. 
In this sense, they are 
very much like casino 
operators. 

A bait angler’s success 
is based on pure simplic-
ity. With this in mind, 
you’d think I’d be good 
at it. Unfortunately, I 
am not patient at all. I 
tried patience once, but 
it took too long. 

Therefore, I spend my 
time jigging. And I don’t 
mean the kind that hap-
pens on St. Patrick’s Day 
after too much green 
beer has been dispensed, 
although a similar ef-
fect occurs whenever I 
accidentally step inside 
a bait bucket. No, the 
jigging I speak of  is the 
time-honoured tactic of  
lowering a weighted lure 
through a hole in the ice 
and repeatedly bounc-
ing it off  the bottom for 

WOOLWICH SOCCER
REGISTRATION 2003

--DATES--
Saturday, March 1
9 a.m. to 12 noon

Wednesday, March 19
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Saturday, March 22
9 a.m. to 12 noonFEES

Mini and Mini 6        $45
House League         $70
Select U10 to U18   $100
Seniors                    $125

all at
New Orlean's Pizza
25 Industrial Drive

NO GUARANTEE OF TEAM 
PLACEMENT

FOR LATE REGISTRANT
Coaches / Referees / Convenors / Volunteers

are needed!

Birth Certificate is required at registration
Registration forms available at Township office

No teammate request will be allowed

ANY QUESTIONS CALL 669-3418
or P.O. BOX 301

Elmira, ON   N3B 2Z7

2003 Adult and Junior Memberships
NOW AVAILABLE
Call for information 669-1652

or see us online at www.elmiragolfclub.com

E L M I R A
G O L F  C L U B

hours on end. I’ll admit, 
I’m particularly good at 
this, partly because, as a 
short kid, I was given a 
yo-yo with a long string.

As unsophisticated as 
it sounds, in ice fishing, 
this is as close as it gets 
to life in the fast lane. I 
believe jigging also has 
the beneficial effect of  
deepening our lakes 
over time. If  we ever do 
break through to China, 
it will be because of  a 
persistent jigger.

As you would expect, 
angling in this tradi-
tional way requires a 
highly developed sense 
of  up and down. But 
even more important is 
a five-gallon pail. Aside 
from its primary use as 
a seat, it holds things 
like tackle and lunch. 

Depending on what the 
seated angler ate the 
night before, food can 
also be kept warm all 
day by this arrange-
ment. Ice fishermen call 
this hot cuisine and it 
sometimes explains the 
low rumble that was ini-
tially thought to be just 
another pressure crack 
in the distance. In many 
cases, I suspect it might 
also be the origin.

Regardless, the sheer 
joy of  all this is some-
times terminated by the 
bite of  a fish. And don’t 
kid yourself, a fair bit 
of  angling knowledge 

is needed to confirm 
that the tug on the end 
of  your line was indeed 
caused by a fish. To me, 
the first subtle indica-
tion comes when those 
jigging nearby don’t all 
yell and set hooks at the 
same time. 

Of  course, fellow an-
glers and fish are not 
the only things that tug 
back. A sunken tree 
on the bottom will put 
up quite a fight. I once 
witnessed an epic half-
hour struggle where my 
friend raised a 10-foot 
log through an eight-
inch hole in the ice. This 

happened only after it 
took three good runs.

Incredibly, Chris did 
not show it any disap-
pointment when he 
realized that the trophy 
lake trout that he had 
given a play-by-play 
account of  had trans-
formed into a piece of  
neutrally buoyant wood. 
A true fisherman, he 
held it up proudly and 
even posed for several 

photos that I was happy 
to take. He went so far as 
to identify it as a trophy 
stick and record it in 
his fishing log, which 
was not only ironic but 
wholly appropriate.

After that, I teased him 
hard and he did get a bit 
mad. Fortunately, he’s 
has a heart of  gold and 
forgives easily. Why, he 
even offered me his last 
hot sandwich.

Linwood • (519) 698-2202

Daily lunch & dinner specials!

LINWOOD
RESTAURANT & TAVERN

Join us for delicious charbroiled spare ribs.
Closed Mondays
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 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD

BOWLING

FUN FOR YOUNG AND OLD

SATURDAY, MARCH 22     10-5
SUNDAY, MARCH 23         10-5

In the Community Centre
Brock Rd. (Old Hwy. 6)

ABERFOYLE, ONTARIO
(Just 10 min. South of Guelph)

From the 401, exit #299 Brock Rd., head north 3km.

Weekend Admission: $3
Ample FREE PARKING

Heated & Air Conditioned Hall
Dale’s Hollow Promotions

Tel. (519) 536-9821 Fax. (519) 536-9359 Cel. (519) 808-4848
E-mail. tbolger@sympatico.ca

$5.99
/EA

DREAM OF SPRING
WITH WATERLOO-OXFORD CO-OP

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm  •  Sat 8am-5pm

FINAL WINTER CLOTHING CLEARANCE - SAVE UP TO 75%

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL MARCH 29, 2003

SOILLESS
MIX
SEED-STARTING MEDIUM

$8.99
/EA

MIRACLE GRO
GARDEN SOIL
FOR TRANSPLANTING
SEEDLINGS

$6.99
/EA

PEAT MOSS
3.8 cu. ft.

15¢
/EA

KITS, POTS,
SOILS, PELLETS
STARTING AT ONLY

$3.79
/EA

MISTING
BOTTLE
WATER DELICATE 
SEEDLINGS

$18.99
PROMIX BALE
3.8 cu. ft.

BROCCOLI, CELERY,
PEPPERS, TOMATOES,

CUCUMBERS, 
GERANIUMS,

IMPATIENS, PANSIES,
SNAPDRAGONS,

LOBELIA &
MORE...

SOFTNER & ICE SALTS ON SALE TO MARCH 29, 03

/EA

START YOUR SEEDS INDOORS
We have a great selection of supplies and information to help!

FULL SELECTION
OF SEEDS NOW

IN STOCK!

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Tavistock Braves 
showed determina-
tion last weekend 

as they came back from 
a 3-1 deficit in their first-
round series against the 
Ayr Centennials to face 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
in a Bauer Division fi-
nal that got underway 
yesterday (Mar. 14) in 
Tavistock.

After winning the first 
game of  their series Feb. 
21 at home, the Braves 
gave up the next three 
games before pulling 
their socks up and win-
ning the last three games 
Mar. 6-9.

This means a primed 
Tavistock roster was 
ready to hit the ice 
against Wellesley, as the 

The journey continues
Applejacks start Bauer division final against Tavistock

teams play throughout 
this week and into next 
weekend to determine 
who will move on to the 
McConnell Conference 
championship and possi-
bly contest for the junior 
development league 
crown. 

Game two goes on to-
night at the Wellesley 
Arena, with the puck 
dropping at 8 p.m.

“We know that this 
team works hard for 60 
minutes and they roll 
four lines that just plain 
work hard,” said Jacks’ 
head coach Tyler Ertel. 
“We are working out a 
few kinks from round 
one but our biggest thing 
is instilling in the guys 
that this is not a one-di-
mensional team like St. 
George was. Everyone 
on their team is good and 

it is going to be an enor-
mous challenge for our 
guys.”

Certainly the odds will 
tip in the Braves’ favour 
for this contest. Through 
four regular season 
matchups Tavistock was 
able to best Wellesley in 
three games, although 
each was a one-goal vic-
tory. The Jacks’ only win 

against the Braves was 
back on Nov. 30 when they 
took a 5-2 decision.

Both teams were under-
dogs in first-round action 
as well, as the bottom two 
teams from the Bauer di-
vision faced the top two; 
now it’s the battle of  those 
who finished off  the regu-
lar season in third and 
fourth place, separated by 

only four points.
“Once again we are the 

underdogs and we realize 
this,” added Ertel, aware 
that the two teams are a 
much closer match based 
on their regular season 
results than Wellesley 
was to the St. George 
Dukes. “We just hope to 
keep pace with this very 
good hockey club.”

JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT 
LEAGUE

BAUER DIVISION FINAL
Wellesley Applejacks vs. 

Tavistock Braves
Mar. 14

Wellesley @ Tavistock
Mar. 15

Wellesley, 8 p.m.
Mar. 17

Tavistock, 8:15 p.m.
Mar. 19

Wellesley, 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 21 (if needed)
Tavistock, 8:30 p.m. 
Mar. 22 (if needed)

Wellesley, 8 p.m.
Mar. 23 (if needed) 
Tavistock, 8:30 p.m.

Woolwich Minor Hockey
Girls Atom

Mar. 1
Kitchener 0 Woolwich 6
Goals: Lindsey Bauman, Stacy 
Thompson, Jessica Lubert, Emily 
Ahier (2), Kaitlyn Martin.
Assists: Jessica Lubert (2), 
Lyndsey Bauman, Kaitlyn Martin, 
Lisa Bauman, Kaili Grant, Kirsten 
Barriage, Carly Labord, Kayla 
Death.

Mar. 8
Cambridge 0 Woolwich 1
Goals: Emily Ahier.
Assists: Lindsey Bauman, Stacy 
Thompson.

Atom A/E
OMHA Semifinals

Mar. 8
Belle River 2 Woolwich 4
Goals: Kyle Uttley (2), Tyler 
Schwartzenruber, Michael Leger
Assists: Michael Cameron, 
Duncan Bossenberry, Josh Wade, 
Brent Kron, Luke Reinhart, Dylan 
Price

Minor Bantam “A”
Tri-County Playoffs

Mar. 8
Woolwich 5 Orangeville 0
Goals: Jeff Dumart (2), Jonathan 
MacIntyre, Craig Dumart, Michael 
Dunn.
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre 
(2), Brendan Cosgrove (2), Craig 
Dumart, Michael Dunn, Ryan 
Phisterer (2), Brandon Rilling.

Mar. 10
Dundas 4 Woolwich 4
Goals: Kevin Young (2), Jeff 
Dumart, Brandon Rilling>
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre (2), 
Jeff Dumart (2), Kevin Young (2), 
Brendan Cosgrove.

Bantam
Playoffs

Mar. 4
Platsville 3 Woolwich Two 2
Goals: Shane McTavish (2).
Assists: Tanner Hackbart (2), Jeff 
Swartzentruber.

Mar. 8
Woolwich Two 5 Ayr 1
Goals: Shane McTavish (2), David 
DaRosa, Greg Shantz, Derek 
Goetz.
Assists: Dave Trimble (2), David 

DaRosa (2), Andrew Frey, Shane 
Lunney, Nick Monk.

Major Bantam “A”
OMHA Semifinals

Mar. 8
Belle River 6 Woolwich 2
Goals: Graham Huber, Patrick 
Shantz.
Assists: Patrick Shantz, Shane 
Reinhart, Tyler Brenner, Daniel 
Rhame.

Mar. 9
Woolwich 5 Belle River 3
Goals: Graham Huber, Dustin 
Martin, Daniel Rhame, Patrick 
Shantz, Tyler Brenner.
Assists: Shane Reinhart, Daniel 
Rhame, Eric Reid, Trevor Wideman 
(2), Patrick Shantz, Brett Van 
Gerwen, Drew Barton.
Twin Centre Minor Hockey

Girls Novice
Mar. 1

Waterloo 0 Twin Centre 4
Goals: Megan Bott (2), Taylor 
Caldwell, Jennifer Norris.
Assists: Lindsay Dietrich.

Mar. 7
Twin Centre 1 Cambridge Black 

3
Goals: Megan Bott.
Assists: Avrey Jantzi.

Mar. 9
Twin Centre 1 Cambridge White 
6
Goals: Alicia Koebel.
Assists: Megan Bott.

Girls Bantam
Mar. 4

Twin Centre 2 Kitchener Panthers 2
Goals: Meggy McTavish, Kaytlin 
Uberig.
Assists: Jennifer Schmidt.

Mar. 6
Kitchener Panthers 1 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Holly Ogram.
Assists: Toni DiBenedetto, 
Meghan Lankin.

Mar. 7
Cambridge Roadrunners 0 Twin 
Centre 3
Goals: Toni DiBenedetto, Kaytlin 
Uberig, Meghan Lankin.
Assists: Kaytlin Uberig.
Woolwich Ringette
Petite

Woolwich Ringette
Petite
Mar. 7-9

Woolwich 4 West Ferris 1
Goals: Michelle Poole, Michelle 
Conlon, Michelle Lee, Bethany 
Logan.
Assists: Andrea Mitchell, Michelle 
Poole, Kassy Fritz.
Woolwich 7 Richmond Hill 1
Goals: Michelle Lee, Michelle 
Poole, Amanda Poole (4), Emily 
Schieck.
Assists: Amanda Poole, Bethany 
Logan, Cassy Ruppel, Nicole 
Bisbee.
Woolwich 4 Oshawa 3
Goals: Michelle Lee, Bethany 
Logan, Michelle Poole, Michelle 
Conlon.
Assists: Kassy Fritz, Emily Schieck, 
Michelle Conlon.
Woolwich 5 St. Catharines 3
Goals: Michelle Poole, Michelle 
Lee, Michelle Conlon (2), Bethany 
Logan.
Assists: Cassy Ruppel, Michelle 
Conlon, Michelle Lee, Bethany 
Logan.
Woolwich 2 Elora/Fergus 1
Goals: Michelle Conlon (2).
Assists: Michelle Lee, Bethany 
Logan.

Tween
Mar. 4

Woolwich 2 Cambridge 4
Goals: Megan Lee (2).
Assists: Rachelle Ament, Tabatha 
Horst, Steph Thomas.

Mar. 8
Woolwich 10 Kitchener 6
Goals: Gillian Primeau (2), 
Barb Huegle (3), Jenna Petker 
(2), Steph Thomas (2), April 
Hammell.
Assists: Caroline Sternzke, 
Steph Thomas, Jenna Petker 
(3), April Hammell (3), Tabatha 
Horst, Alicia Davidson, Barb 
Huegle, Gillian Primeau.

Mar. 10
Woolwich 2 Guelph 4
Goals: Megan Lee, Steph Thomas.
Assists: Steph Thomas, Gillian 
Primeau.
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YOUR WEEKLY UPDATE ON LOCAL BOWLING SCORES
BOWLINGSCORES

Roseanne, who works at 
RIM Park and has been 
involved in the Waterloo 
CRC bid since day-one.

“You pretty much live 
it, eat it and breathe 
it the whole week that 
it’s there. You work any 
other commitments 
around the event. As 
a liaison that is your 
responsibility and you 
will be there and making 
sure that it’s operating 
smoothly,” she added. 
“A lot of  times you’ll be 
the troubleshooter and 
deal with any issues and 
items that come up. It 
will be an A-1 class, very 
smooth operation right 

Participants keep their 
ties to Woolwich

from the start.”
The Toronchuks’ 

behind-the-scenes in-
volvement was also a 
natural progression once 
Katie transitioned to 
“AA”-level competition – 
a switch that didn’t mean 
forgetting her home 
association. Roseanne 
remained active in Wool-
wich Ringette until just 
recently, and remains 
loyal to the township.

“There a very strong 
Woolwich fl avour all 
the way through. Our 
children may have come 
over to Waterloo to play 
but we’re Woolwich resi-
dents and we promote it 
right to the nth degree,” 

said Roseanne. “That’s 
our home and that’s 
who we are. Yes we play 
for Waterloo and our 
children have a wonder-
ful opportunity playing 
that’s not available in 
Woolwich, but we make 
sure the Woolwich fl a-
vour is kept upfront.”

That fl avour is sure to 
be on display from the 
moment Julie Ferrier 
and Katie Toronchuk 
greet players at airports 
in Toronto, Hamilton 
and London, continu-
ing right through until 
when those players and 
their families take in the 
sweet taste of  maple syr-
up in Elmira on Apr. 5.

Continued from page 10

does vindicate those who 
supported the move.

“From the executive 
point of  view it’s some-
thing great because it 
does nothing but help 
our program when the 
fi rst year we put a team 
out there we’re doing this 
well,” he added. “I’m glad 
Woolwich did do the AE 
because it’s just another 
route for the guys that 
are ready for that next 
level of  play to go out 
there and do it.”

As for the team’s prog-
ress throughout the 

Two remain in hunt 
Continued from page 10 season and the playoffs, 

Schwartzentruber was 
able to pinpoint a No-
vember tournament in 
Huntsville as a possible 
turning point where the 
players caught on to the 
need to work as a team 
and earn their wins.

“The kids were just 
fl ying and they played 
awesome up there. I 
think after right that 
they learned there that 
we can do it,” he said.

No one from the Atom 
AE team has seen the Ti-
gers play before, however, 
setting the stage for an 

interesting game today 
– both teams will be try-
ing to get a feel for each 
other in their hunt for 
the championship OMHA 
Plaque.

S c h w a r t z e n t r u b e r 
didn’t schedule any extra 
practices for this week, 
choosing to stick to their 
weekly practice to keep 
the kids’ skills honed, 
confi dent they’ll be ready 
once the puck drops to-
day.

“Once they’re at the 
rink, they’re pumped. 
They’re ready. They want 
to go.”

The Ladies Classifi ed team 
wins! Since December Elmira 
bowlers have been trying out 
for the National Classifi ed 
teams. Three men’s teams and 
one ladies advanced to the 
Zone round. The ladies won 
their division and will advance 
to the Regionals. Winning team 
members are Judie Tughan, 
Florence Engler, Marlene 
Malina, Mary Jordan and 
Jane Schedler.
A lot of bowlers are throwing 

high scores in the second half 
of the season. The Special 
Olympics league had several 
bowlers throw over 300 doubles: 
Sheila Herteis (338), Frank 
Beisinger (363), Ron Martin 
(359), Steven Sinclair (337), 
Ian Moore (337).
Steven’s double included a 241 
single!
Seven hundred triples were 
thrown by: Terry Horst (791), 
Shaun Schedler (727), 
Merv Brubacher (725), 

Bryan Holman (716), Greg 
Brubacher (714), Greorge 
Tughan (767), Karl Jordan 
(702) and Matt Schedler 
(766).
Three hundred single were 
thrown by: Merv Brubacher 
(303) and Shaun Schedler 
(303).
The Highest averages out of 
all the leagues are the mother 
and son duo of Jane Schedler 
(230) and Shaun Schedler 
(236).

WHERE’S THE REBOUND? Woolwich Wildcats Michael Boucher and 
Brett Van Gerwen, in the background, go searching for the rebound as 
members of the Belle River Rink Rats try to regroup in OMHA Major 
Bantam “A” semifi nal action in Elmira on Mar. 9. JOANNE PEACH
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THEARTS
UW stage set to go Wilde Three On A String on a roll Little kernels of plays on display

The K-W Little Theatre presents the Popcorn Plays 2, as series of bite-sized 
plays, at The Registry Theatre in Kitchener from Apr. 17-19. The production 
features 11 10-minute plays offered up at a frantic pace.Tickets are $9-11, 
available by calling 886-0660.

The churches of the Waterloo-Wellington Presbytery present Three On A 
String, folk performers from Alabama, in a series of fundraising concerts next 
month. From Apr. 3-6, the trio will perform at four Presbyterian churches in 
four communities (Cambridge, Guelph, Kitchener, Fergus). Call 888-7870.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Nobody is more 
surprised at the re-
surgence of  Randy 
Bachman’s musical 

career than Randy Bachman 
himself.

While he’s never stopped 
rockin’, Bachman is enjoying 
the type of  attention he earned 
during the 1960s and ‘70s, the 
heyday of  the Guess Who and 
BTO. Those bands were early 
success stories for Canada on 
the world stage, selling mil-
lions of  albums.

Today, his music is featured 
in a range of  movie and 
television soundtracks, com-
mercials and video games, 
bringing his sound to a new 
generation. The era is hot, and 
so is he. Recent live appearanc-
es featuring an “unplugged” 
Bachman relating the stories 
behind his songs have been 
well received, spawning a 
DVD, CD, songbook, a TV 
special … and a whole lot of  
public interest.

The singer/songwriter brings 
his “Every Song Tells a Story” 
show to Kitchener’s Centre in 
the Square Mar. 20.

In a Mar. 11 telephone in-
terview from his Salt Spring 
Island, B.C. home, Bachman 
said he’s more than happy 
with status of  an iconic classic 
rocker.

“It sits fine – I can’t complain, 
it’s better than running a 
Dairy Queen in Victoria,” he 
said with a laugh. “To still be 
around, to still be viable in 
making music and to do this 
“Every Song Tells a Story” 
tour … is great.

“The response I’ve had 
from critics and fans and 
word-of-mouth is absolutely 
overwhelming – I never 
thought this would happen to 
me in my lifetime.”

Although Bachman had 
largely been in control of  his 
various bands, being thrust 
center-stage in this show was 
something different for him 
– Bachman was the guitar 
player in the background 
to the likes of  Chad Allen, 

Bachman shifts into overdrive
Classic rocker brings “unplugged” show to Kitchener Mar. 20

Burton Cummings and Fred 
Turner.

“I’m kind of  the main guy,” he 
said of  his current show. “It’s a 
whole new thing for me to be 
out front telling stories and 
singing – I’ve always hidden 
behind Burton Cummings or 
C.F. Turner. Doing this is like 
a whole new career for me.”

With no current hits pro-
pelling record sales and live 
performances, the overwhelm-
ing public response is even 
more surprising, Bachman 
added, crediting a combina-
tion of  nostalgia—his music is 
the soundtrack of  many boom-
ers’ lives and fuels classic rock 
radio—and the multi-media 
use of  his tunes for the resur-
gence.

“It’s amazing to go to a movie, 
and your song’s in it – and you 
don’t even know,” he said, 
citing two recent Hollywood 
offerings: About Schmidt 
with Jack Nicholson and Two 
Weeks Notice with Hugh Grant 
and Sandra Bullock.

Sony Music handles the 
licensing of  his songs; they 
know his standards and he 
does not always know where 
his music will show up. Of  the 

thousands of  songs in Sony’s 
catalogues, Bachman’s classic 

anthems from his BTO days, 
“Takin’ Care of  Business” and 

“You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet,” 
are the top draws.

“They get two or three calls a 
day on those songs,” he said.

Bachman’s new status has 
opened up plenty of  new 
doors. He continues to write 
songs, collaborating with 
other artists. He’s doing small 
tours with the Guess Who. 
He’s producing other acts. 
He’s got a label of  his own. 
And, perhaps nearest and 
dearest to his heart right now, 
he’s working on a jazz album 
incorporating the influences 
of  ‘40s and ‘50s classics he’s 
loved.

He’s busier than ever, but in a 
good sense.

“It’s a wonderful kind of  
franticness,” he said “It’s a kid 
in a candy store: what oppor-
tunities do I want next.”

Randy Bachman appears 
at the Centre in the Square 
Mar. 20 at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$23-$43, available at the box 
office by calling 578-1570 or toll 
free 1-800-265-8977 or online at 
www.centre-square.com.

TAKIN’ CARE OF BUSINESS IN KITCHENER Former Guess Who and BTO guitarist Randy Bachman brings the stories behind 
his music to the Centre in the Square Mar. 20.

  When fire broke out at Gary Schmidt’s farm, he used a fire extinguisher to 
keep the flames from spreading. His damage claim $10,000, but it could have 
easily been $250,000.
  Under Gary’s insurance policy with North Waterloo Farmers Mutual, a loss 
prevention specialist showed him how to minimize or eliminate potential haz-
ards. As an incentive, a portion of the cost of the fire extinguisher was provided 
by North Waterloo.
  Call us today to learn more about this valuable service.

This fire extinguisher is worth $240,000. GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611
1-888-453-3766

mail@gleesoninsurance.com

Larry Mercey of the 
renowned Mercey Brothers, 
no strangers to folks in these 
parts, headlines as Canada’s 
largest travelling barn dance 
remembers its roots with 
a special show Mar. 16 in 
Wingham.
Also on the bill are Hank 
Bedard, Ernie King and 
Elmira’s Lynn Russwurm.
A staple on CKNX from 
1936 to 1963, the barn 
dance travelled around 
southwestern Ontario. It 
was resurrected in 1996 
and has been going strong 
– the Barn Dance Historical 
Society, headed by Elmira’s 
Shirley Russwurm, recently 
opened a new, bigger 
location for the Barn Dance 
and Entertainment Museum 
in Wingham. Many of 
the original barn dance 
members will take part in 
this special event, which 
gets underway at 2 p.m. at 
the Heritage Theatre.

BACK IN THE
SADDLE AGAIN

Gross Indency: the Three Trials of Oscar Wilde takes to the stage Mar. 26-29. 
Drawing from court transcripts of the trials that destroyed the career and life 
of Oscar Wilde, playwright Moises Kaufman provides a damning picture of 
Victorian values and morality. At the UW Theatre of the Arts. Call 888-4908.
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 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$12.18+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......87¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SEE WHAT’S UP IN YOUR COMMUNITY - BE SURE TO CHECK OUT 
LOCAL HAPPENINGS IN TOWN & COUNTRY EVERY WEEK!

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S M O K E D S A R A A R O M A
W A P I T I C L A N G E N E S
U L T R A V I O L E T A M E N T
M I S O I N N E S T O N I A

V E S T E D I N T E R E S T
A D S N O R A C N E A S C I
M O T H E R O F P E A R L S I C
O P I U M S I P L E E S
K E R M I T R E P O B E C H E

P E E N R U E A L L O W
G A R S T A T E S M A N L I K E
I D E S H U E S B R O P E R
T I T T L E T A T T L I N G
A P R I O R I R E D A C R E
N O E N D C A R A M E L I Z E S
O S A G E A L E C S A L A D S
S E T O N L A V E T H Y R S E

SEE
PAGES 
19-23

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED WORK WANTED

FOR LEASE
Commercial/Industrial Area

700 sq. ft. to 4800 sq. ft.
108 Bonnie Cres., Elmira

CONTACT
669-5585

or 112 Bonnie Cres.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Woolwich Minor Hockey is looking for coaches for the 
2003/2004 season. Coaches are needed at all levels, 
from the Minis, to the Local League, to Rep. If you are 
interested, please contact one of the names and numbers 
below for an application, and return it by March 30/03. If 
you decide later you would like to help out, please call one 
of these numbers. With your help, we will once again have 
a successful season in 2003/2004.

Wanted
Coaches for 2003/04 Season

WMH OFFICE
669-2789

ROB SHANTZ
669-1217

ROB SMYTH
669-3163
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WELLINGTON COUNTY

7th Goods
& Services

AUCTION
WHERE: Elmira

Mennonite Church
WHEN:

Sat., March 22, 2003
Preview of auction items, 
silent auction and dinner 
begin at 4:00PM. Live 
auction begins at 6:00PM. 
Proceeds will go towards 
MennoHomes Inc., which 
is building a nonprofit 
housing development in 
Waterloo. Join us for a fun 
filled evening.

LISTOWEL GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB LTD.
The Listowel Golf & Country Club is currently 
seeking hard working individuals for the upcoming 
season in the following areas:

Wait Staff (full & part time)
Kitchen Staff (full & part time)

Banquet Staff (part time)
Experience is preferred, but not necessary. Must 
be 18 years of age or older for wait staff position.

Please fax, mail or e-mail resume with cover letter to:
Listowel Golf & Country Club

Attn: Food & Beverage Manager
8380 Fairlane Rd., RR#1 Listowel, ON  N4W 3C6

Fax: (519) 291-1459
E-mail: fbmngr@listowelgolfclub.ca

All applications must be received by Friday April 4, 2003.

3541 Broadway St., Hawkesville, ON

HELP WANTED
Full time positions available in:

Clock Assembly
Machining Department
Finishing Department

Contact Keith at: 699-5661 or
Fax: 699-4025 • E-Mail: keith@chervin.ca

COMING EVENTS

RENTALS

Elmira - One Bedroom 
apartment for rent down-
town. Available April 1. 
$475 plus hydro. Call Joe, 
669-9051.
For Rent in Moorefield 
Mar. 1, 2003. 2 bedroom, 
fridge and stove included, 
washer & dryer available. 
No pets. $595 per month 
plus utilities. Call (519) 
291-2590 or  (519) -291-
4453, leave message. 

FOR SALE

Good Quality New Box 
& mattresses. Single, 3/4, 
double, queen and king. 
Custom sizes available. 
Now available at D&D 
SOLID OAK & PINE FUR-
NITURE. St. Clements 699-
6221. Free delivery in area. 
New Generators! Launt-
op Portable Generators, 
$495.00. Surge-Master 
Portable gernators 2500 - 
12,000 watts. Baumalight 
PTO driven generators 
for farm tractors, 12 KW to 
100 KW. Olivet Sales and 
Service, RR 2, Drayton,  
638-2555.

HELP WANTED

Willing Plus Staffing is 
now hiring for DC Foods. 
Long - term, temporary 
position in Waterloo.  Food 
production/packaging, san-
itation - day and midnight 
shif ts. Call Willing Plus 
Staffing 1-800-817-6952. 
Wanted! 29 people to lose 
weight and earn money for 
the pounds and inches you 
lose in the next 30 days. 
Call 800-345-1251 or 519-
669-0544.

HELP WANTED

Attention: Work From 
Home in your PJ’s. $500 - 
$3000+ pt, $3000 - $5000+ 
ft. Full training/ limited posi-
tions. Call 888-318-4676
www.bigdreamscometru
e.com
The Mercantile At the 
Crossroads. Par t-t ime 
position available, eve-
nings and weekends. Ap-
ply in person with resume 
to Kathy or Karen. 

Concession staff required
on a part time basis at Elmira Raceway.  
Training provided. Must be available Mon. and 
Fri. nights.
Submit resumés no later than Mar. 28 by fax to 
(519) 669-1202 or by mail or hand delivery to: 

Elmira Raceway
ATTN: Sharon Riley 
28 Snyder Avenue South, P.O. Box 98 
Elmira, ON     N3B 2Z5

FOR SALE

Sofa and Loveseat - 
pastel f loral. Water fall 
back with pillow arms, 
$475. Co-ordinat ing 
canvas paint ing, $75. 
Antique sat in salmon 
pinch pleated curtains, 
$75. Excellent condition. 
699-4562.
Wheat Straw. 7 ft. square 
bales, stored inside. Cliff 
Schill, 698-2167.
Straw For Sale. 323-
9344.
Fisher Air Tight woodstove. 
$125 o.b.o. 698-2783.
Beat the Rush! Pre-sea-
son tune-up. We repair all 
makes of mowers, tillers, 
and tractors. Free pick up 
and delivery until March 
31, 2003. E&F Sauder 
Sales and Service Ltd. 
669-2192, Wallenstein, 

REAL ESTATE

House For Sale - Open 
House, Sun. March 16, 2-
5 p.m. 11 Bristow Creek Dr., 
Elmira. 3+ bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms. $218,000.  Call 
669-0255.

REAL ESTATE

Home for Sale. Semi locat-
ed on a desirable crescent 
location and on a spacious 
fenced yard overlooking 
the countryside. Lovely 
kitchen with oak cabinets 
and walk-out. three piece 
bathroom finished in base-
ment. Home has both cen-
tral air and central vac., 
water softener, gas BBQ, 
dishwasher incl. with sale. 
Has 10 x 10 shed with hy-
dro. Very nicely decorated 
throughout, many new up-
dates. Call for appointment, 
669-3820.

AUTOMOTIVE

1996 Windstar GL. Load-
ed,  quad seats,  $7995. 
Voisin’s  669-2831.
2000 Caravan. One 
owner, low kms, most op-
tions. $14995. Voisin’s  
669-2831.
2000 Neon. Low kms, auto, 
air, cruise. $10995. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.
1999 Neon Highline. 
Auto, air, low kms.  $8995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

1999 Ram 1500 SLT Quad 
Cab. One owner, most op-
tions. $17995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
2000 Caravan Sport.  One 
owner, all options, bal.  of 
5/100 warranty, $17995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.
1998 Grand Caravan LE. 
All wheel drive, only 50,000 
kms.  $16995. Voisin’s 669-
2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Durango SLT Plus 
- low kms, one owner, 
leather, loaded. $27995. 
Voisin’s, 669-2831.
1998 Toyota Tercel - Low 
kms, auto, great deal ! 
$8995. Voisin’s, 669-2831.
2000 Cirrus LX, Special 
edit ion, low kms. This 
week’s special $12995. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

WANTED

Wanted: Live Musckovy 
Ducks. Call 416-523-
3558.

WORK WANTED

Work Wanted: 27 year 
old male looking for work 
as general labourer in the 
Waterloo, St. Jacobs, Elmi-
ra area. Call 664-2161.

Woman Available for 
elderly care, child care, 
cooking, housewok. Live in 
5 day week. Write to: Box 
Seventy One, Floradale, 
ON., N0B 1V0.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Available To Do cleaning. 
Offices or residential. Kayla 
Bowman, 519-638-5708.
Advertise where more 
people read. Observer 
Classif ieds - there’s 
strength in numbers. Call 
669-5790 to advertise.
Evelyn’s Income Tax: 
Personal income tax re-
turns, small business re-
turns, rental statements, 
etc.  Many years of experi-
ence.  Confidential servic-
es.  Computerized returns. 
Net Filing Available Please 
call 669-1429 anytime.  
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AUCTIONDIRECTORY

DEATHNOTICES

WORDUP ©2003 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

This crossword is available in an interactive format online at www.woolwichobserver.com

ACROSS 
1. What’s inside bones
7. Clear your throat
11. Employees are also 
called this
16. Kind of  lizard
17. It helps to identify a 
business
18. Equipment to listen 
to radio
19. Getting an object 
back to original state
21. A triangle has three 
of  these
22. Abominable snow-
man
23. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
24. Composed of  bone
26. Church adhereing to 
Byzantine rites (2wrds)
30. “Me” en francais
33. To listen with
34. Potpourri, a mixture, 
a stew
35. The rate of  moving
36. Slyly and secretly
40. The Jewish Sabbath
41. The appliance that 
cooks your food
42. Fad of  cloths & music 
opposing ‘rockers’
43. To make changes 
in text
45. Objects that resist 
forces that tend to deform
47. The chief  offical in a 
sports match
49. Waste matter that 
gets flushed
53. Unit of  money in Le-
sotho
55. TV manufacturer
57. Monetary unit of  Ita-
ly, Malta & Turkey

58. People roll this up to 
win at Tim Hortons
61. To doubt or mistrust 
+ add ‘ness’ to end
64. A major division of  
geological time
66. Opposite of  rich
67. The smallest whole 
number
68. Female pronoun
69. Mainly or chiefly 
(4wrds)
73. Grant freedom, lib-
erate
74. Intended outcome of  
planned actions
75. Nazi leader (1894-
1987)
79. Work hard
80. From that time on
84. Sesame Street charac-
ter friends with Bert
85. Chess piece that 
moves parallel directions
86. The tenant who holds 
a lease
87. Legal documents to 
effect transfer of  prop-
erty
88. Japanese money
89. Curler does this with 
a broom
DOWN 
1. Marshy land
2. American novelist 
1909-1955, James
3. Oxide coating on steel 
caused by oxygen & mois-
ture
4. The relative magni-
tude of  2 quantities
5. She’s accused of  break-
ing up the Beetles
6. Straggling shrub, nar-
row leaves, red flowers

7. Even though... (con-
junction)
8. The common people or 
“___ polloi”
9. Your consciousness of  
your own identity
10. Oxide contains 1 
atom of  oxygen in the 
molecule
11. Secret store of  valu-
ables or money
12. Cars need these to 
perform well (2wrds)
13. Long-haired breed 
similar to Persian cat
14. Sailing ship of  the 
Mediterranean
15. Water flowing result-
ing from sudden rain
20. Retreat for the prac-
tice of  yoga or other Hin-
du disciplines
25. Showing one’s criti-
cal attitude
27. An altarpiece that is 
of  a painted or carved 
screen
28. One who dodders 
from old age
29. Spanish expression 
of  triumph
30. A state of  confusion
31. To a place or posi-
tion on
32. Material effigy that is 
worshipped as a god
37. Wicked, immoral, de-
praved (Syn)
38. Used in negative 
phrases, esp. after neither
39. A person who sur-
renders
44. Two offspring born at 
the same time from same 
pregnancy

46. Hot wet cloths ap-
plied to the skin as a 
counterirritant
48. US government com-
munications agency
50. Greek god of  war
51. A wound made by 
cutting
52. European Society 
Studying English (Accro)
54. Equality of  eleva-
tion above sea level
56. Allergic hypersensi-
tivity affects person only 
minutes after contact
58. Argument over-
thrown by evidence
59. A metal-bearing 
mineral which iron can 
be extracted (2wrds)
60. Light cordage of  
two-fiber strands
62. Little kid slang for 
excrement
63. Paints that dry to a 
hard glossy finish
65. Not easily aroused 
or excited
70. Garden implements 
help with watering
71. Enclosed armoured 
vehicle with big cannon
72. Plural of  “that”
76. A language of  the 
Celts in Ireland
77. Take one before the 
other
78. Contraction of  “she is”
81. Garden tool with flat 
blade attached at right 
angles to a long handle
82. Longest division of  
geological time
83. An indefinite but rel-
atively small number

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5
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Saturday, March 22, 2003 6:00 p.m. – 7th Annual Goods 
and Services Auction to be held at Elmira Mennonite 
Church. Preview of auction items, silent auction and 
dinner begin at 4:00 p.m. Live auction begins at 6:00 
p.m. Proecceds will go towards MennoHomes Inc., which 
is building a nonprofit housing development in Waterloo. 
Join us for a fun filled evening. 

Gary Jantzi Auctions  • RR1 Wellesley, Ont.
(519) 656-3555.

Wed. March 12, 3:00 p.m. – Clearing auction sale of 
household effects, furniture, antiques, and misc. items 
to be held at the St. Jacobs Community Centre in St. 
Jacobs for Paul Martin of Fairview Mennonite Cottage, 
Cambridge, formerly of Hawkesville. 
Wed. March 26 5:00 p.m. – Auction sale of approx. 
300 pcs of toy tractors, machinery, banks, from 1/16 to 
1/64th scale including a large selection of collector, special 
editions, anniversary and precision toys. To be held at the 
St. Jacobs Community Centre in St. Jacobs for several area 
collectors. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., • Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west of 
Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; Bikes; 
Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; Scooters; Qn 
Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; Mirrors; Watches; 
Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s 
and Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; 
Bedding; Canister Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus 
Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC.

NOW MORE ONLINE
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

AN ESSENTIAL
VISIT EVERY WEEK

Saturday March 22nd, 2003

Preview 10:00am, Auction 11:00am
At The Knights Of Columbus Hall in Maryhill

Dan Bailey Auctions has been instructed to sell the balance of 
inventory from this fabulous furniture store closing..

Special Features: Gorgeous hand carved solid Mahogany 
Antique reproductions including fabulous Queen sleigh bed, hall 
stand, designer sofa, unique man’s valet, mahogany dumbwaiter, 
solid grape carved plant pedestal, ornate corner style curio and a 
beautiful lawyer’s stacking bookcase with all beveled glass. 
Over 9 designer sofa suites, by Fancy and Starcraft, VicLine and 
MapleLeaf, as well as others. Fabulous pine, Canadian made 
bedroom suite by Donald Choi as well as a dark cherry finish 
sleigh bedroom suite that includes a TV armoire. Best ever 
selection of dining room pieces, in solid wood and wood/veneer 
combinations featuring three complete suites with buffet and 
hutch. A great selection of the most breathtaking accents and 
dynamic knick knacks you ever seen. Known for its collection 
of different pieces imported worldwide there will be something 
for every taste.

Directions to Auction: #7 Hwy to #86 Hwy North, at light
in Ariss turn left (Woolwich Rd. #52) follow  until first crossroad, Township Rd. #64
and turn left. Look for building on the left. Ample Parking, Delivery Service will be 

Available. Payment: Cash, Visa, MC., Debit. There will be a 5% Buyers Premium

Auctioneer: Dan Bailey, 519-823-1107. For more 
information call 519-821-9331

Or check out www.baileyauctions.com

Spring Clearance...All New Inventory Sell Off.. NOW

Auction SaleBIRMINGHAM, John R. – Peacefully into the 
loving arms of God, on Sunday, March 9, 2003, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener, in his 91st year.
CONRAD, Hildegard Anna (Hilde) – Passed 
away on Sunday, March 9, 2003, at her residence, 
Conestoga Lodge, in her 91st year.
GROSS Anna – Peacefully, following a brief 
illness, on Thursday, March 6, 2003, at KW Health 
Centre of Grand River Hospital, in her 88th year.
HOCH, Clair – Of Kitchener, passed away 
peacefully, at St. Mary’s Hospital, on Sunday, March 
9, 2003, in his 88th year.
MacDONALD, Gladys – On Sunday, March 9, 
2003, after a lengthy illness, at her daughter’s 
residence, RR3 Arthur, Gladys (Bennett) MacDonald, 
in her 79th year, formerly of Elmira.
Wife of the late Angus MacDonald (1984). Loving 
mother of Sandra and Ross Beisel of RR3, Arthur, 
Neil MacDonald of Drayton, Veronica MacDonald 
of Waterloo; also lovingly remembered by her 
five grandchildren, Sarah and Rob Case, Joshua, 
Rebecca and Rachel MacDonald and Michelle 
Luciow and her great-grandson, Damian. Beloved 
sister of Alice Sprott of Huntsville, Ethel and Charles 
Hayden of Kitchener, Alfred and Ann Bennett of 
California and George Bennett of England.
Predeceased by her parents, Alexander and Sarah 
Bennett; one sister, Edith and two brothers, Alec 
and John.
Gladys was born on August 1, 1924 in Liverpool, 
England.
At Gladys’ request, there will be no funeral home 

visitation. Cremation has taken place. There was a 
memorial service for family and friends on Tuesday, 
March 11, at St. James Lutheran Church, Elmira 
at 11am, with pastor Hans Borch officiating. 
Interment of cremated remains in Elmira Union 
Cemetery.
In her memory, donations to Waterloo Regional 
Lung Association would be appreciated by the 
family as expressions of sympathy.
A special thank you to her Care Partners, Angela 
McDonald, Debbie Donald, Anne McKenzie and 
Donna Clark for their gentle and special care to not 
only Gladys but also her family. Thank you also to 
the Homemakers, Linda, Rosie and Sharon.
Arrangements entrusted to Dreisinger Funeral 
Home.
NYKAMP, John – At Woodstock General Hospital, 
on Friday, March 7, 2003, in his 60th year.
SCOTT, John Douglas ($cotty) – Peacefully 
at home with his family by his side, on Thursday, 
March 6, 2003, in his 70th year.
Leaves to mourn his wife Murial. Father of Susan 
(Art) Bolduc of Elmira, Sandra (Bob) Esplen of 
Owen Sound, Cindy (Nigel) Higenbottom of 
Calgary; grandfather of Tricia (Ken) Fulcher of 
Elmira, Travis of Elmira, Miranda (Rob) Edye of 
Red Deer, Alberta, Philip of London and Melissa 
of Ottawa; great-grandfather of Jacob and Owen 
Fulcher of Elmira. Survived by his sister Marilyn 
(Doll) Lumley of Owen Sound and aunt Marion 
Griffin of Owen Sound.
Predeceased by his parents, Mildred and Beaton 
Scott, step-father Jack Brown, daughter Pamela 
Britney (1987), brother-in-law Richard (Dick) 
Lumley.
$cotty was a salesman for Dare Foods Ltd. of 
Kitchener for 26 years.
As per $cotty’s request, there will be no funeral 
home visitations or funeral service. Cremation has 
taken place.
In his memory donations to Salvation Army, A.R. 
Goudie Eventide Home would be appreciated by 
the family as expressions of sympathy.
A special thanks to Dr. G. Jones, and nurses Jayne, 
Heather, Mia and Molly.
“$cotty was his name….Cookies were his 
game.”

Arrangements entrusted to Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.
SMITH, Olga – Passed away, peacefully, in her 
sleep, at Leisureworld Care Centre, Elmira, on 
Friday, March 7, 2003, at the age of 93 years.
WEBER, Almeda – Passed away peacefully on 
Friday, March 7, 2003 at her residence Pinehaven 
Nursing Home, Waterloo, age 84 years.
Beloved mother of Ken and his wife Marjorie, 
Ross and his wife Joyce, Edward and his wife 
Brenda, Paul and his wife Helga and Ralph and his 
friend Sue; sadly missed by her grandchildren and 
many nieces and nephews; dear sister of Mabel 
Brubacher and her husband Francis of Kitchener, 
Ruth Bechtel and her husband Elton of Cambridge 
and Mahlon Snyder and his wife Joy of St. Jacobs. 
Almeda is also survived by a sister-in-law Doris 
Snyder.
Predeceased by her loving husband Oliver in 1998, 
parents, Ephriam Snyder and Louisa (Martin) and 
brothers, Angus and Lloyd Snyder.
Almeda was very active at Bloomingdale 
Mennonite Church and her passion in life was 
sewing and quilting.
Mrs. Weber’s family received friends at the 
Bloomingdale Mennonite Church on Sunday 
March 9. Funeral services were held at the church 
on Monday, March 10, 2003 at 11am with Rev. 
Glenn Zehr officiating. Interment in Bloomingdale 
Mennonite Cemetery.
As expressions of sympathy donations to M.C.C., 
Grand River Regional Cancer Centre or a charity 
of your choice would be appreciated and may be 
arranged through the Edward R. Good Funeral 
Home, 171 King St. S., Waterloo at 745-8445 or 
www.edwardrgood.com.

GARAGE SALES

St. Jacobs Arena Annual 
Garage Sale. Sat. April 12, 
7:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. Room 
for vendors. Call Tony 
669-2533.

FURNITURE    
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% Of f  
Specializing in Hand Strip-
ping, Refinishing, Repair-
ing,  Church Interiors and 
Pews, Dining Room Sets, 
Rockers, Chairs, Doors & 
Antiques. Highest Qual-
ity Workmanship.Pick-up/ 
Delivery. Free Estimates. 
579-1475.
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WINDOW TREATMENTS AUTOMOTIVE CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING CONSTRUCTION

DECORATING AGRICULTURAL AUTOMOTIVE: TIRES

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES MATTRESS SALES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS CRANE RENTAL FLOWERS/GIFTS SELF STORAGE

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

Flower &
Gift Shop

12 Arthur St., S. ELMIRA

669-1313

Amanda Jewitt-Dyck, Owner

Window Box
The

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

PIONEER

Paul Metzger 519-698-1021

Big & Small 

ENTERPRISES

HAY &
STRAW
FOR SALE

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

COMPUTERS CRANE SERVICEWELCOME WAGON

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Home AND Business.

Services include:
Windows 95/98/Me/XP,
Linux, Internet, E-Mail,
Hardware, Networking
and Software Upgrades
REASONABLE RATES!
MCNEIL COMPUTING

PHONE: (519) 669-1678

COMPUTER
CONSULTANT

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Michelle Reay                                        669-0495

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon 

Hostess.
She will bring 

congratulations and  
gifts for the family

and the NEW BABY!

Elmira & Surrounding area.
If you are not long distance to Elmira ,

you are welcome to a visit.

Call Donna Rudy at 669-5790 EXT 104 or visit our website at www.woolwichobserver.com for our rates.

STRENGTH
IN NUMBERS

MORE READERS, BETTER RESULTS.

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WASH • LUBE
OIL • FILTER
Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

29$ 95
(with this ad, a $39.95 value)

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

TIRES
NEW OR USED
GOOD Used Tires

54$ 95
NEW TIRES

MOST SIZES AVAILABLE

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

FREE
Wagon and
Scrap Tires!

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

10$ 00
FROM

FROM

OES CRANESinc.
24 HOUR CRANE RENTAL

SERVING ALL
LOCATIONS Toll Free: (866) 278-8338

STEVE SCHAEFER
Mobile:  519 502-9690 • Office:  519 747-0020 • Fax:  519 746-4964

Unbeatable Prices, 
Quality & Convenience.

“Custom Picture 
Framing”

FANTASY 
FRAMES
FANTASY 
FRAMES

ELMIRA
669-8433

FRAMING

PERSONAL INCOME TAX RETURNS
$35.00

SENIORS AND STUDENTS
$30.00

SELF-EMPLOYED
$40.00

SIL
OFFICE SERVICES

CAROLYN MARTIN • 519 669-8020
SHARON LAMERS  • 519 745-9104

FLAT RATE - NO HIDDEN COSTS.
EFILE - FAST AND ACCURATE

REFUND IN APPROXIMATELY 2 WEEKS 

BOOKKEEPING AND INCOME TAX

ACCOUNTING
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The fi les of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment .   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

VOISIN’S669•2831
15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

Lease payment based on stated term with 20,400 KMs/year allowance, overage @ 15¢/KM, downpayment as stated plus applicable taxes & fees. Security deposit waived, OAC. Lease Rates are 2.3% Caravan, 4.3% Dakota & Ram Quad, 2.8% 
Grand Caravan, 6.8% SX2.0. Purchase price excludes freight, taxes + fees and includes a factory to retailer allowance. Effective rates vary from 2.8% - 7.9%. See dealer for further details - OAC. Dealer order / trade may be necessary.

2003 DODGE SX2.0

DODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGEDODGE

2.0L, 5 speed, CD/Stereo, fog lamps • 7/115 Warranty

$13,988CASH
PURCHASE

$168LEASE
FOR 

PER
MONTH
(FOR 60
MONTHS)

with $1895 down plus freight & taxes 
 No Security Deposit

or

2003 CARAVAN SE
28C, v6, Air, 7 Passenger, Cassette Stereo, 15” Wheels • 7/115 Warranty

$21,688CASH
PURCHASE

$238LEASE
FOR 

PER
MONTH
(FOR 48
MONTHS)

with $4180 down plus freight & taxes
No Security Deposit

or

2003 DAKOTA SPORT CLUB CAB
V6, auto, air, cd/stereo, 16” wheels, 40/20/40 seat • 7/115 Warranty

$22,688CASH
PURCHASE

$238LEASE
FOR 

PER
MONTH
(FOR 48 
MONTHS)

with $3767 down plus freight & taxes
No Security Deposit

or

2003 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB
V8, auto, air, 4 doors, 17” wheels & More • 7/115 Warranty

$28,388CASH
PURCHASE
WITH 0%
FINANCING

$299LEASE
FOR 

PER
MONTH
(FOR 24
MONTHS)

with $4915 down plus freight & taxes
No Security Deposit

or

DODGE 0 .8
60 MONTH FINANCINGAVAILABLE ON MOST MODELS

%
PLUS! WE PAY YOUR 

FIRST LEASE PAYMENT 

(UP TO $500) ON ALL 

CARAVANS, GRAND CAR-

AVAN AND INTREPIDS
(UNTIL MARCH 19, 2003)

Days

March 5
11:40 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection of 
Ayrshire Rd. and Hutchinson Rd. in 
Crosshill. A transport truck driven 
by a Kitchener resident had inad-
vertently turned onto Ayrshire Rd. 
When he reversed course to correct 
himself he missed the corner and 
ended up turning the vehicle on its 
side. A heavy tow truck was called 
to right the vehicle, and there was 
damage to nearby fenceposts. 
No injuries were reported and no 
charges were laid.
4:00 PM An Elmira resident re-

ported the loss their front licence 
plate, licence number ALDD 936, 
sometime in the previous week

March 6
1:30 AM An industrial accident 

was reported at the Home Hard-
ware warehouse on Henry St. in 
St. Jacobs. An employee had fallen 
about six feet while changing a 
light fi xture, injuring their hand. The 
employee was taken to Grand River 
Hospital where they were treated 
and released. The Ministry of Labour 
was notifi ed and is continuing the 
investigation.
4:30 PM An area male resident 

was arrested on charges of ‘pos-
session of a stolen credit card,’ 
‘possession of stolen property’ and 
‘forgery.’ He was held in custody 
pending his court appearance.

March 7
9:00 AM A dog was struck in the 

area of 2700 Kressler Rd. in Wool-
wich Twp. A Kitchener resident was 
northbound when the dog ran into 
his path. The dog ran away from the 
scene, but left moderate damage to 
the front of the vehicle. No charges 
were laid.

March 8
2:00 AM As a result of a traf-

fi c stop near 2700 Kressler Rd. in 

Woolwich Twp., an area female was 
issued a 12-hour suspension for 
blowing a ‘warn’ on the roadside 
breathalyzer device. Her vehicle 
was impounded.
10:45 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred on Weber St. N. near the 
St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market. Both 
vehicles were northbound when 
the lead vehicle, driven by a Baden 
resident, slowed for traffi c and was 
hit from behind by the second ve-
hicle, driven by a Waterloo resident. 
There was moderate damage to the 
vehicles and injuries were reported 
requiring hospitalization, for which 
the individuals were treated and 
released. The Waterloo resident was 
charged with ‘follow too closely.’
1:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 7200 Line 86 in 
Wellesley Twp. A Brantford resident 
who was unfamiliar with the area 
had pulled into a private driveway 
to change directions. As he was 
reversing out of the driveway he 
struck a parked vehicle owned by 
a Wellesley Twp. resident. There was 
minor damage to the vehicles and 
no charges were laid.

March 9
2:40 AM As a result of a traffi c 

stop at the intersection of Florad-
ale Rd. and Line 86 west of Elmira, 
an Elmira resident was given a 
12-hour suspension for blowing a 
‘warn’ on the roadside breathalyz-
er. Their vehicle was impounded.
10:23 PM Offi cers from Elmira’s 

Division 3A were called to assist 
Wellington and North Perth OPP 
with a fatal four-vehicle collision 
on Line 86 west of Dorking in 
Mornington Twp. Bernice Morris, 
33, of Listowel was westbound 
on Line 86 when she lost control 
of her vehicle and crossed the cen-
tre line, sideswiping one vehicle, 
colliding with a second head-on 

and causing a third to veer into 
the ditch. Morris was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Three Walkerton 
residents where taken from the 
sideswiped vehicle to Listowel 
Hospital where they were treated 
and released for minor injuries, 
and the Listowel driver of the 
second vehicle was taken to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener with 
serious but not life-threatening 
injuries. A Western Region OPP 
Traffi c collision investigator led 
the on-scene investigation, with 
Wellington OPP, North Perth OPP 
and Division 3A police assisting 
with traffi c management. Speed 
and weather conditions may have 
been a factor in this collision.

March 10
1:00 AM A loaded Challenger Mo-

tor Freight trailer was stolen from 
the DLM Foods Canada warehouse 
yard located at 49 Industrial Ave. in 
Elmira. An employee reported see-
ing a truck leave with the trailer, 
and the company subsequently 
determined the removal to be 
unauthorized. The trailer contained 
3,010 cases of ‘9 Lives’ cat food, 
with a value of $30,000. Police are 
continuing their investigation.
1:00 PM Staff at the ScotiaBank 

on King St. N. in St. Jacobs recov-
ered a counterfeit $50 bill, which 
was turned over to the fraud 
branch for processing.
4:45 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1400 Northfi eld Dr. 
E. in Woolwich Twp. A Kitchener 
resident was southbound when 
he came into a slight curve in 
the roadway and reported losing 
control of his vehicle, sliding into 
the ditch and striking a fence. 
The damage was moderate – the 
vehicle was driven away from the 
scene – and there were no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid.

5:40 PM A two-vehicle collision 
occurred at the intersection of Ar-
thur St. N. and Cedar Springs Rd. in 
Woolwich Twp. A horse and buggy 
driven by an Elmira resident was 
northbound when they attempted 
a left turn onto Cedar Springs 
Rd., pulling from the shoulder and 
into the path of a northbound ve-
hicle driven by a Conn resident. The 
buggy was rear-ended and received 
considerable damage as did the 
vehicle, but neither the drivers nor 
the horse were injured. The Elmira 
resident was charged with ‘turn not 
in safety.’

March 11
8:45 AM Some overnight vandal-

ism was reported on Mockingbird Dr. 
in Elmira. The resident awoke to fi nd 
the front of their house riddled with 

paintballs. There is a suspicion it may 
have happened between 8 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. the previous evening. Police 
have no suspects.
12:00 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Flora-
dale Rd. and Line 86 west of Elmira. 
A Durham resident was southbound 
on Floradale when they reported 
losing control on the icy roadway 
and clipping a hydro pole. Waterloo 
North Hydro repaired the snapped 
pole and there was heavy damage to 
the vehicle. No injuries were reported 
and no charges were laid.
5:15 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Arthur 
St. S. and Sawmill Rd. outside St. 
Jacobs. Both vehicles were attempt-
ing to turn north onto Arthur when 
the lead vehicle, driven by an Elmira 

resident, slowed for traffi c and was 
subsequently hit from behind by the 
vehicle driven by a second Elmira 
resident. The damage to the vehicles 
was signifi cant but there were no 
reported injuries. The second Elmira 
resident was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’
8:40 PM A suspicious vehicle was 

reported near 1200 Double Bend 
Lane in Woolwich Twp. A dark vehicle 
seen in the area was suspected to 
be involved in drug activity, and a 
licence plate was recorded and given 
to the responding offi cer, who was 
unable to locate the vehicle. Police 
are in discussion with the registered 
owner of the licence plate number 
provided, as it may not match the 
vehicle description given by the 
complainant.

BADA-BING BADA-BANG

INTO THE SNOWBANK This was the scene around 10:30 a.m. on Mar. 12 at the intersection of 
Hopewell Creek and Greenhouse roads north of Breslau in Woolwich Township. A complete report 
was not available, but two patients were taken from the scene via ambulance. Maryhill fi refi ghters 
and police from Waterloo’s Division 3 also responded to the scene to assist with fi rst response and the 
investigation. The roadway was wet at the time of the two-vehicle collision.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Registration time ... then nap time

TOWN&COUNTRY

It all starts with a block of wood ...

Alternative energy proponents fight to be heard in static hydro market

The Elmira Community Nursery School will host an open house for prospective new recruits during its fall 
registration on Mar. 21. The Mockingbird Drive facility caters to wee ones aged two to five years old, who are 
welcome to join their parents in viewing the co-operative school from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more information 
call 669-2609.

Wood carvers will be out in full force this weekend at Bingemans conference centre in Kitchener, as part 
of the Canadian National Wildfowl Carving Competition held in conjunction with the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Wood Show. Amateur carvers can show off their wood for a chance at $13,000 in prizes for entrance fees of 
between $7 and $13.

Off the grid

 See SEEKING Page 23

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira (Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons)

669-4425

MASSAGE THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 

• Hearing Tests 
• Hearing Aids
• Reflexology 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“Meeting all your health & wellness needs”

No referrals necessary.

Juliane Shantz Krista McLeod

For information on our tours or to receive 
our tour brochure, please contact;
Excel Tours
70 Baffin Place, Waterloo, ON N2V 1Z7
Phone: 519 747-1626
www.exceltours.ca
Travel Act #50008934

Tax Group
A Division of Cressman & Simpson Inc.

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA............669-2242
91 King St. N., WATERLOO...........886-2001

Benefit from our experience.

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s a sunny but very cool 
minus-20 degrees out-
side, prompting most 
homeowners to crank the 

heat despite the cost. But for 
buildings with solar-generated 
power, the weather conditions 
actually serve to generate 
power rather than drain it.

Complete with solar panels, 
wind power and composting 
toilets, the YMCA Outdoor 
Centre in St. Clements fea-
tures one of  those buildings 
that utilize the sun – plentiful 
on the coldest of  winter days 
– as a source of  energy, said 
the centre’s manager, Callum 
McKee. 

The centre offers camps for 
kids and adults who want to 
learn more about alternative 
energy sources. “It’s not just 
a demonstration – it actually 
works,” said McKee, adding 
that the centre uses several 
different devices to make and 
conserve energy power. With 
all the sunshine, “today is 
the perfect weather,” smiled 
McKee, as he walked outside 
from his office to the residence 
known as the Burrows.

The Burrows is less than a 
minute’s walk from the YMCA 
office yet it operates indepen-
dently of  the centre and the 
hydro grid. 

Living off  the grid is really not 
that difficult, McKee explained, 
as long as you are willing to re-
duce consumption. “We have a 
system that uses less than a tea 
kettle of  power.”

Photovoltaic panels on the 
outside of  the building convert 
the solar power from the sun 
into electricity, which is stored 
in batteries in the basement 
of  The Burrows. A masonry 
fire heats the 3,600-square-foot 
building and provides hot wa-
ter for the 40 or so students that 
will live in the Burrows over 
the March break. Surrounded 
by claybrick, the wood-burn-

ing fire is particularly effective 
because it radiates heat for 
up to 12 hours after the fire 
has stopped burning. The clay 
brick gives off  heat evenly 
throughout the residence.

Solar panels on the outside 
of  the building provide power 
for lights and electrical outlets 
as well as hot water during the 
warmer months when the ma-
sonry heater is not in use.   

The Burrows even reduced 
its water consumption by us-
ing composting toilets to break 
down sewage rather than using 
water to take waste to a sewage 
treatment facility. A vacuum 
system pulls air through the 
system to help breakdown 
waste, as well as to eliminate 
smells in the building.

And yet, the 35 students liv-
ing in Burrows this week are 
unlikely to see any major 

changes in their normal living 
standards, said McKee. 

“From an operator’s point of  
view there really is no differ-
ence – they turn on the lights 
and they come on – the toilet 
flushes like any other toilet.” 

Operating completely free 
of  the hydro grid is viable as 
long as the building is initially 
designed for that purpose, said 
McKee. But there are ways that 
homeowners can save energy 
by making minor alterations 
or feeding back into the hydro 
grid, he added.

In the main office of  the out-
door centre, sun is utilized to 
provide heat.  As the building’s 
solarium heats up, the hot air 
rises to the second floor. The 
hot air accumulates and is 
re-circulated into the other 
rooms, explained McKee.  “By 
the end of  the day it will be 40 

degrees up there.”  
The solarium is also home 

to the centre’s own wetland 
project – a gravel-covered bed 
of  native plants which grow all 
year round and act as a natural 
filter.

While the YMCA setup is 
beyond the scope of  most ho-
meowners looking to reduce 
energy costs, some technolo-
gies can be incorporated in the 
average household.

Even relatively simple de-
vices such as energy-saving 
light bulbs – applicable to most 
homes – can reduce energy uses 
by as much as a third, said Katy 
McEwen of  Arise Technolo-
gies in Waterloo. The company 
distributes power-saving and 
energy generating equipment.

Still the notion of  saving 
doesn’t always register with 
the public if  the costs are subsi-

dized. “We had great hopes last 
fall with electricity deregula-
tion but when the government 
put a 4.3 cents [price] cap, that 
is a real disincentive to people 
to look at other choices,” 
she said, in reference to the 
province’s move to freeze hydro 
prices after last year’s deregu-
lation saw prices skyrocket. 

Dr. Paul Parker, a geog-
raphy professor at the 
University of  Waterloo, agrees 
the government’s recent move 
has taken the fervor out of  
the alternative energy market. 
Nonetheless, the notion of  
working independently from 
the grid is generally becom-
ing more popular, suggested 
Parker. In southern Alberta, 
for example, some farmers are 
generating hydro turbines us-
ing wind power. 

“There’s a lot more out there. 
I was talking to somebody 
who was talking about putting 
up turbines to generate extra 
revenue sources for farmers,” 
said Parker. They can sell the 
electricity to the grid when 
they need it and draw on that 
power when winds are low, he 
explained. 

Co-generating is also another 
energy-saving option.  Large 
companies such as Alcan and 
Heinz in Kitchener conserve 
energy by using systems that 
generate electricity and heat at 
the same time. 

While co-generating can be 
very effective, it has a limited 
number of  applications, ex-
plained Dr. Roydon Fraser, a 
mechanical engineer at the 
University of  Waterloo. 

“The larger you are, the 
easier it is to do because of  
the capital cost and the ongo-
ing maintenance costs,” said 
Fraser. Co-generating tends to 
work well with operating sys-
tems that require processed, 
constant heat. “Co-generating 
facilities are basically designed 
for base load without too many 
fluctuations.”  These types of  

PLUGGING INTO SAVINGS Callum McKee, manager of the YMCA Outdoor Centre in St. Clements, pictured here on the second 
floor of the centre’s solarium where excess heat is distributed through the building. JOANNE PEACH
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NEARINGBURG, Arlene - In loving 
memory of my friend, my love, my wife 
and mother of our three daughters, 
Nana of our four grandchildren who 
passed away March 18, 2000.
Through tears we watched you fight,
We watched you slipping, we watched  
   you fade away.
You amazed all with your courage.
Our hearts were almost broken,
You fought so hard to stay.
When the end came peacefully and 
   you were finally freed from pain,
We could not wish you to suffer that
   again.
So keep Your arms around her Lord,
   and give her special care,
Make up for all she suffered and all 
   that seemed unfair.
“Deep in the heart lies a picture
of a loved one laid to rest.
In memory’s frame we shall keep it
Because she was one of the best.
God bless you dear. We love you, we
   miss you.
Your family — Don Cathy, Dawn and 
Larry, Kandis, Katelyn, Janis and Brad, 
Shayne, Brady and Cuddles.

IN MEMORIAM

RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

The plot thickens with new corn technology
Making a big fuss over the “billion-dollar bug”

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance 

Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Commercial

A FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

David MacLeod
Managing Director

Lianne Cassidy Fegan
Funeral Director

Full Service Funeral Home
• No Cost Prearrangement Services

• Spacious One Level Facilities
• Affordable Funeral Options

• Entrances Off King St. & Colby Dr.

617 King St., N., Waterloo
888-7700

There’s more than 
a squirmy insect 
behind a new 

corn technology that’s 
been approved for Can-
ada – indeed, the entire 
regulatory and grain 
marketing system is un-
der the microscope, as 
much as the new develop-
ment itself.

The technology is 
rootworm-protected, ge-
netically modified corn. 

Essentially, it’s corn that 
manufactures its own 
anti-rootworm pesticide. 

Rootworms, as you 
might imagine, eat corn-
plant roots, leaving the 
plants weakened and 
susceptible to disease. In 
extreme cases the stalks 
can collapse, and yield 
losses can be as high as 15 
per cent.

The technology is made 
by Monsanto. Last week, 
the Canadian Food In-
spection Agency and 
Health Canada approved 
its use in Canada, about 
a week after the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency gave it the nod.

Still, you won’t be eating 
rootworm-protected corn 
this year. 

Approval came too late 
for Monsanto to gear up 
to offer commercial quan-
tities of  seed. Instead, 
it plans side-by-side 
demonstration plots on 
about 30 farms in south-
ern Ontario and Quebec. 
Demonstration plots are 
common in the agri-food 
business; farmers grow a 

farmers agree in writing 
to not mix their batches, 
or grow it too close to 
conventional varieties, 
for fear of  it integrating 
where it shouldn’t.

How do farmers feel 
about it? The On-
tario Corn Producers’ 
Association (OCPA), rep-
resenting about 21,000 
farmers who grow corn, 
likes it.  The association 
issued a news release 
earlier this week saying 
this corn will reduce 
potential environmen-
tal and safety risks in 
areas where farmers 
historically have used 
soil-applied insecticides 
for rootworm control.

What they really like 
– probably more than 
the technology itself  – is 
that the regulatory agen-
cies in Canada and the 
U.S. worked together to 
review the application for 
the new technology, and 
after collectively assess-
ing safety tests, passed 
judgment on it simultane-
ously.

Says the OCPA: “Cana-
da’s regulatory acceptance 
ensures that growers 
have competitive access 
to the technology where 
it is needed, and prevents 
potential complications to 
the trans-boundary move-
ment of  grain in North 

America’s free trade envi-
ronment.”

It drives Canadian 
farmers crazy when U.S. 

farmers get faster access 
to new money-saving 
technologies. Canadi-
ans say it makes them 
non-competitive with 
the Americans, and re-
peatedly cite Canada’s 
regulatory system as one 
of  their top headaches.  
They’ve long politicked 

few rows of  a new variety, 
and other farmers stop by 
to view the results. 

Pesticides have been 
the main defence against 
corn rootworm. Alter-
nating (also known as 
“rotating”) other crops 
into the field helps thwart 
its spread, too. Some farm-
ers don’t like pesticides. 
Others don’t like new 
technologies, especially 
ones created through ge-
netic engineering. In any 
event, rootworm infesta-
tions are being addressed 
– 11 per cent of  corn acres 
planted in eastern Cana-
da are treated with corn 
rootworm insecticides.  
(It’s much worse in the 
U.S. There, rootworms 
infest up to 50 per cent of  
the crops in some dry, hot 
states, and are blamed 
for wreaking $1-billion 
worth of  damage a year 
on the corn crop, earning 
rootworms the nickname 
“the billion-dollar bug.”) 

But performance is 
only part of  the story 
with rootworm-protected 
corn.

Like the pesticide-resis-
tant wheat that’s caused 
so much controversy late-
ly, this new corn is not 
yet approved in certain 
export markets, namely 
Europe. To prevent it 
from being shipped 
there – and throwing a 
potential export ban on 
all Ontario corn – it will 
need to be handled and 
processed separately. 
Dealers will demand 

for a more equitable sys-
tem, and may finally be 
seeing glimpses of  it.

Now, they’ll have to 
convince consumers 
Canada-U.S. blended ap-
provals are just as safe 
as the made-in-Canada 
variety. For the industry, 
there’s a challenge.

Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

FAMILYALBUM
THANK YOU

KLINCK, Robert D. “Bob” 
– Our sincere thanks are 
extended to our friends, relatives 
and neighbours for their cards, 
messages, beautiful floral tributes 
and donations made in Bob’s 
memory.
A special thank you to Grand 
River and Freeport Hospitals for 
Bob’s care, to Community Care 
and Kiwanis Transit.
Also a special thank you to 
Dreisinger Funeral Home for 
their caring support, Rev. Hans 
J. W. Borch, pastor of St. James 
Lutheran Church, Elmira for his 
comforting message, as well as 
the ladies of the church for their 
lovely lunch.
Your kindness will always be 
remembered.
Cam, Deb, Kerry, Marlene and 
Families

IN MEMORIAM

Nearingburg, Arlene
It has been three years,
Yet it feels as if it were yesterday.
When a daughter loses her mother
She loses a part of herself.
The part I lost was;
My light, my inspiration,
My confidant, my best friend,
My mother.
Mom, I know you are at the beach everyday,
And watching amazing sunsets every night

I miss you
I love you
Your daughter Dawn

Love Paula & Dawson

BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 23RD

BIRTHDAY, RYAN

THE SUN SHINES ON BLOOMINGDALE

JOANNE PEACH

PAPER FUN  Enjoying a little March break fun, participants (from left to right) Kira Stawski, Tarrah 
Joy Martin, Jamie Murray,  Kristina Parker and Mariah Martin (rear) made paper sun catchers at the 
Bloomingdale library on Mar. 12.
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Elmira
Truck
Serv ice

Truck & Trailer Main te nance
Cardlock Fuel Man age ment 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON IN SUR ANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Busi ness, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Guaranteed work on new sets of dentures
• No charge for consultation

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n  s t r u c  t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broad way St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Serving Your Com mu ni ty for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certifi ed
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L  L I N G  T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of As sist ance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HAN DLING 
& PROCESS ING SYS TEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Would aliens still see dinosaurs on Earth?
STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m., Sunday Noon - 5:30p.m.
Old Country Mill, second level

1441 King Street North St. Jacobs. (519) 664-3951

Sales and Training

519 669-0003
dwitmer@witmeraccounting.comPayroll/Income Tax

BE PREPARED THIS WIN TER

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira

669-2884

March 20
River Run Centre presents

Molly Johnson @ 8:00 p.m.
River Run Centre

519.763.3000
March 20

The Centre In The Square

presents Randy Bachman
8:00 p.m. @ The Centre

519.578.1570 or 1.800.265.8977
March 20-April 5

Guelph Little Theatre presents
The Foreigner

8:00 p.m.; 2:00 p.m. Mar 30

Guelph Little Theatre
519.821.0299
March 21 & 22

Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony
presents Piano Fantasia

8:00 p.m. @ The Centre In The Square
519.578.1570 or 1.800.265.8977

Q.  How much speed can a 
snowy mountainside avalanche 
get up?  Could it overtake a 
fl eet downhill skier?

A.  Such a skier might 
top 100 mph, but snow 
avalanches have been 
known to reach 200 
mph – amazing for all 
the tonnage involved!  
Upon rare occasions, an 
avalanche will sweep 
down like a freight train 
across a valley fl oor and 
up the opposite side a 
way, says Ruth Kirk in 
Snow. Pressures near 10 
tons/sq. foot have been 
recorded.

Popular belief  is that 
mountain animals 
instinctively save them-
selves.  But mountain 
goats get killed by ava-
lanches all the time, says 
Utah Avalanche Center’s 
Bruce Tremper, and “I’ve 
seen a number triggered 

by sheep, moose, deer, 
etc.  The instinctual feel 
idea is mostly myth.”

Really, it doesn’t take 
much to set the train a-
roaring – a slicing skier 
can do it, a snowmobile, 
a sudden warming. 
When an avalanche gets 
going, usually more like 
60-80 mph, says Evan 
Stevens, also of  the Utah 
Center, the blocks of  
snow break apart on the 
way down, then when 
these blocks stop mov-
ing, they INSTANTLY 
set up like concrete, lock-
ing victims in place.  “If  
someone is completely 
buried in an avalanche, 
it is almost impossible 
for them to dig them-
selves out.  Luckily, the 
devastating avalanches 
are less likely, but it only 
takes a small one to kill 
someone.”

Q.  From a Ft. Worth, TX read-
er:  “Imagine advanced aliens 
65 million light years distant 
aiming a superpowerful tele-
scope Earthward.  What do 
they see?  Dinosaurs as they 
were 65 million years ago, or 
just a blue spot?”

A.  It is true that the 
light arriving right now 
at a planet 65 million 
light years away left 
Earth 65 million years 
ago, when dinosaurs 
were still around, says 
Clemson astrophysicist 
Bradley Meyer.  This 
means a large enough 
telescope would, in 

principle, be able to see 
them.    

However, it is mind bog-
gling to realize how large 
that telescope would 
have to be.  The resolu-
tion of  a telescope – how 
well it can distinguish 
two points from a given 
distance – is proportion-
al to the diameter of  
its mirror.  The Hubble 
Space Telescope (HST) 
has fantastic resolution:  
If  it were sitting in New 
York City, it could see 
and distinguish two fi re-
fl ies one metre (3.3 feet) 
apart in San Francisco!

But even with that 
resolution, HST can’t 
resolve in much detail 
individual stars in a gal-
axy 65 million light years 
away, far less can it see 
planets, says Meyer.  To 
see the Earth from that 
distance would require 
a telescope with a mirror 
some 13 billion times big-
ger in diameter than HST 
(42 times the diameter of  
the Moon’s orbit around 
the Earth).  And to see 
dinosaurs would require 
a telescope roughly 40 
light-years in diameter!
Q.  What’s the current think-
ing on the old question, Are 
two snowfl akes ever exactly 
alike?

A.  All ice crystals are 
basically hexagonal, 
whether shaped as simple 
plates, bullets, needles, 
solid or hollow columns, 

dendrites, sheaths, says 
Asktheweatherman.com.  
Falling, they’re a work-
in-progress, riding air 
currents up and down, 
maybe for an hour or 
more, through regions of  
differing temperatures 
and humidities that leave 
their marks of  growth 
and shape.

“Indeed it is extremely 
unlikely that two COM-
PLEX snow crystals will 
look exactly alike,” says 
California Institute of  
Technology physicist 
Kenneth G. Libbrecht. 

The only exception 
would be tiny crystals 
with only maybe 10 mol-
ecules, all of  which just 
MIGHT fi t identically to 
some other crystal.  “But 
they’d have to be assem-
bled in a lab to be seen, 
and would be invisible to 
the naked eye.”

Clippers
Bridgeport Road, Wloo (across from the Golf Steak House)

SPECIAL SENIORS’ RATES!
Senior Men’s Cuts....................................$7.00
Men’s Cuts..............................................$10.00
Senior Ladies’ Cuts..............................$10.00
Ladies’ Cuts............................................$12.00

Taxes Included. Perm &
Highlites also available. 570-1508

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE. ANY PICTURE.

Available in a variety of sizes & 
delivered right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
Also, see full details and information about online 

ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

March 15
Fundraiser Breakfast Buffet – 8-9 a.m., Calvary 
United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. 
Proceeds towards Mennonite Central Committee 
Guelph Meat Canning Project. Speaker – Peter Dyck, 
former MCC worker and beloved story teller, Scottdale 
PA. Tickets $12/adult, $5/ 6-12 yrs. 5 and under free. 
Advance ticket sales only by calling Trevor or Jan at 
745-8458.
Evening Meeting – 7:30 p.m. Peter Dyck, former MCC 
worker and a beloved story teller from Scottdale, PA 
will be speaking at Kitchener Mennonite Bretheren 
Church, 19 Ottawa St. North, Kitchener. Everyone is 
invited. Freewill offering. Proceeds to MCC Guelph 
Meat Canning Project. 
The Ladies Auxiliary, Branch 469 Royal Canadian 
Legion Elmira, is hosting a Roast Beef Dinner. We 
have 2 sittings. The early is at 5 p.m. and the late at 
7 p.m. Adults $10.00; children 6-10 yrs. $5.00, 5 and 
under $2.00. We are serving a full-course meal with 
a decadent dessert table. For tickets please call the 
legion at 669-2932. 

March 16
The Woolwich Trails Group invites you to a 6 km/2 
hr hike on the Mill Race Trail and Health Valley/Trans 
Canada Trail from Three Bridges Road (Twp Rd 21) 
through St. Jacobs to Regional Road 85. Meet at the 
parking area on Three Bridges Road (Twp Rd 21) near 
the dam and low level bridge (between Hawkesville 
Rd and Twp Rd 32). 2 p.m. Please contact Murray 
Beacom at 669-5680 or Paul Miller at 664-3643 for 
more information. 

March 17
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 1 p.m. Come to the movies 
at Woolwich Seniors Centre, 24 Snyder Ave., Elmira. 
“Quiet Man”, a John Wayne drama fi lmed in Ireland. 
Cost $1.00 includes, movie, popcorn and drink. 

March 18 
Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11a.m. – 2 p.m. Hamburger Stroganoff, buttered 
noodles, tossed salad, coffee, tea, dessert $7.00. Sorry 
no takeouts. 669-2852.
Teddy Bear Registration – 10:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. at 
the Elmira Branch Library. In person registration. 3 
and 4 year olds. For info: Better 669-5477 children’s 
department. 

March 20
Health Education Session – 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Posture: It’s Effect on your Health. Kristen Murdie, 
Chiropractor. Call 664-3794. 

March 21
Open House and Registration – 10 a.m-noon. Bring 
your child(ren) aged 2 to 5 to try our wonderful class full 
of fun. Registration packages will be available from this 
date forward for Sept. 2003 start. Please come and visit 
us at 22 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira or call at 669-2609.

March 22. 
Used Clothing Sale – 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Breslau  
Evangelical Missionary Church, 102 Woolwich St. 
S., Breslau. All clothing only $1.00. All proceeds will 
be donated to local charities. Bring a friend, get a 
bargain, have coffee and enjoy our fellowship. 
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THESE FOLLOWING LISTINGS PLEASE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192 BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira
ELMIRA NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION! 

PRICES STARTING AS LOW AS $212,900
Westfield Acres  ELMIRA - Choose from 40, 49 and 50 foot 

lots. 49-foot premium lots back onto 80-foot 
green space. Paradigm Homes offers several 
plans to choose from, Backsplits, Bungalows, 
2-Storeys, Raised Bungalows + more or bring 
your own plans! "Premium Quality is our 
Minimum Standard." Call or drop by the office 
today for more information and a package.

NEW LISTING ON 1/2 ACRE
$349,900. Abundance of space in this open 
concept 2900 SQ.FT two storey. Main floor 
master with full ensuite, great kitchen & dinette 
area with gas fireplace, walkout to deck and 
rear yard backing onto greenspace. Open oak 
staircase to upper level with 4-bedrooms, 2nd 
ensuite + 4-piece bathroom. Large basement 
with walk-up to triple garage. NEW MLS.

Elmira

NEW PRICE ON THIS 
CHARMING TWO STOREY

$167,500. Offers plenty of updates & upgrades 
throughout including décor, flooring, windows, 
furnace & electrical panel. Large principle 
rooms, lovely fireplace, walkout to fenced 
yard. A MUST SEE. MLS.

Lin
wood

• $114,900 - Great Starter Bungalow (Rothsay)
• $114,900 - Family Starter (Drayton)
• $137,900 - Bungalow Semi (Elmira)
• $189,900 - Bungalow with Walkout (Elmira)

• $215,000 - 4+ Bedroom Raised Bungalow (Elmira)
• $279,900 - Unique Home on .99 of an
   Acre (Nithburg)
• $284,900 - 75 Acres, scenic vacant lot (Drayton/Arthur)
• $289,900 - Attractive Ranch Bungalow (Linwood)

1+ ACRE PROPERTY WITH
SHOP/EDGE OF TOWN

$269,900. Business opportunity, 1400 SQ.FT 
insulated heated shop. 4+ bedroom home 
loaded with character. Attractive front foyer 
with oak arches, oak flooring & trim, 2nd floor 
offers maple flooring. Double attached garage & 
sunroom. MLS.

 Elmira

NEW
SERVICE
MAITLAND MOBILE

VETERINARY SERVICES
GEERT JONGERT, DVM

OFFICE: 519 291-6463
FAX: 519 291-6465
1-866-845-5981

Accepting new clients starting
March 15th, 2003

• BOVINE VETERINARY SERVICE
Including emergency and herd health work

Experienced veterinarian
Ontario Veterinary College graduate

Dairyland Hoof Care Institute graduate

• Serving parts of Perth, Huron, Bruce,
Waterloo and Wellington counties

• 24 hour service, 7 days a week

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU!

systems might work to 
generate heat for a small 
village but would be far 
too expensive and imprac-
tical for an individual 
homeowner.

The high capital costs 
associated with alterna-
tive sources is one of  the 
major reasons why more 
people don’t seek alterna-
tives, said McEwen. Arise 
Technologies hopes that 
trend will change with 
more support from the 
government. The company 
is partnering with Natural 
Resources Canada (NRC) 
to help encourage prospec-
tive homeowners to think 
outside of  the box when it 
comes to energy conserva-
tion, said McEwen.

NRC is funding half  of  
the solar system costs, to 
help homeowners with 
the upfront costs. In the 

future “we hope that there 
will be a national subsidy 
program for all homeown-
ers,” McEwen said, adding 
once the initial costs are 
covered there are virtu-
ally no ongoing expenses. 

With the recent threats 
of  blackouts and brown-
outs, business owners in 
particular might opt to 
generate their own power, 
said Parker. 

“The big signal for in-
stability is our growing 
demand for supply, he 
said, adding that when 
consumption spikes, the 
province is reliant on 
Quebec or the U.S. for hy-
dro. “At the same time our 
Ontario demand is rising, 
it spikes up and that’s 
what makes renewable en-
ergy look very attractive 
because that spike more 
than covers the cost of  
renewable energy. While 

unit costs are higher for 
the alternatives [such as 
dam or turbine generated 
power] they suddenly look 
more attractive when you 
have fluctuating electric-
ity prices.”

There are numerous 
ways to generate power, 
agreed Fraser. But if  
people aren’t willing to 
conserve then that’s a 
moot point. 

“We are energy pigs, 
our ecological footprint 
is huge. The amount of  
land mass to support our 
energy consumption if  
we went with solar [for 
example] would require 
lifestyle changes.”  

And going by recent his-
tory, society is not about 
to change in any signifi-
cant way, he suggested. 
No amount of  technology 
is going to avert an energy 
shortage, he predicted, if  
people do not alter their 
actions to help the cause. 
A move to smaller, fuel-
efficient cars following 
the energy crisis in 1970s, 
for instance, has lately 
been negated by the trend 
toward bigger, heavier, 
gas-guzzling cars, light 
trucks and SUVs.

“Whatever I do that is en-
vironmentally efficiency 
orientated, society is just 
going to negate.”  

Continued from page 19

Seeking alternatives to hydro

HE DOES
WHATEVER
HE CAN ...
SPIDERMAN! 
C h i l d r e n ’ s 
e n t e r t a i n e r 
Erick Traplin 
is seen here 
shooting some 
web during his 
4 5 - m i n u t e 
show at the 
Elmira Library 
on Mar. 12. The 
show was part 
of week-long 
activities at 
regional libraries 
t h r o u g h o u t 
W o o l w i c h 
and Wellesley 
t o w n s h i p s . 
Traplin later 
performed at the 
Linwood Library.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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