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Sewage spill prompts station decommissioning
Woolwich looks at $400,000 project to avoid repeat of last summer’s dump into the Canagagigue

HUGO RODRIGUES

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Two major projects in Bre-
slau, a new water-supply 
system and the reconstruc-
tion of  Woolwich Street, 

top the list of  capital works pro-
grams proposed for Woolwich 
Township in 2003.

Meeting for budget deliberations 
Jan. 14, councillors heard the two 
projects will require $1.8 million 
in funding, part of  a total budget 
request of  $4.6 million earmarked 
for capital expenditures. Capital 
projects range from computer 
upgrades at the township offi ce 
through to water and sewer up-
grades.

Engineering projects make up 
the bulk—$3.2 million—of  the pro-
posed expenses. 

The provision of  water services to 
Breslau’s Elroy Acres subdivision 
would be the township’s largest 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A major sewage 
spill last summer 
prompted Woolwich 
engineering staff  

to request $400,000 in the 
2003 capital works budget. 
The money would be used to 

eliminate a pumping station in 
Elmira’s south end.

Loss of  power to the station on 
July 12 caused one million litres 
of  waste destined for Elmira’s 
sewage treatment plant to be 
dumped into the Canagagigue 
Creek, where it made its way 
to the Grand River. The spill 
went undetected for 19 hours 

because the Waterloo North 
Hydro work crew that had acci-
dentally severed the power line 
to the plant also cut through 
the phone line connected to the 
station’s alarm system.

The $400,000 would allow the 
township to decommission the 
pumping station and replace it 
with a gravity-fed system con-

nected to the treatment plant, 
director of  engineering and 
planning Dave Gosnay told 
Woolwich councillors Jan. 14.

Acting on a Ministry of  Envi-
ronment order to fi nd solutions 
to prevent a reoccurrence, staff  
decided eliminating the station 
would be the best option.

“While not directly part of  

the MOE order, it (the option) 
is here in response to con-
cerns in the past year with 
the south pumping station,” 
Gosnay said of  the request, 
part of  some $4.6 million in 
capital expenses proposed 
for 2003. “It’s on the budget 
in response to our submission 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley council was provided with a con-
venient opportunity to hike its own pay, 
unhindered by public scrutiny when it went 
into a public meeting on Jan. 6 to review staff  

remunerations.  
Meeting for the fi rst session of  the New Year, coun-

cil went into a closed meeting on Jan. 6, to discuss 
salary increases for non-unionized township staff. Hav-
ing reached an agreement with its unionized workers in 
October, council opted to apply the same three-per-cent 
increase to everybody on the payroll, including elected 
offi cials. The motion to implement the across-the-board 
raise—standard practice according to chief  administra-
tive offi cer Susan Duke—passed unanimously following 
the in-camera session. 

Members of  the Wellesley negotiating committee—
Mayor Doug Bergman, chief  administration offi cer 
Susan Duke, Coun. Mike Edwards and director of  public 
works and environment Scott Berry—were responsible 

FORE! Caleb Bauman took advantage of an early-dismissal day on Jan. 15 to take to the 
hills at the Elmira Golf Club on Eldale Rd. with some friends and family. The area has been 
getting a steady dusting of snow everyday for the past week.
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OAC. Financing provided by CitiFinancial Services of Canada Ltd.* A 
reduced rate of 9.9% will be applied to the balance attributable to the 
purchase until the expiration of the reduced rate period, or payment 
in full of the reduced rate balance, whichever occurs first. All credit 
programs are subject to approval by CitiFinancial Services of Canada 
Ltd. Installation materials and/or labour extra if required.

DORKING GENERAL STORE LTD.
Everything You Need For Every Central Vac Installation

Dorking, Ontario   (519) 698-2605
Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Peameal Bacon
by the piece

$3.49 lb.

Pork Cottage 
Rolls

Smoked

$2.49 lb.

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from January 20 to January 25

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$1.89

Deli Sliced

lb.

Texan or Roasted
Onion & Herb Loaf

Deli Sliced

$2.99 lb.

Dinner Ham or 
Cooked Ham

Pork Loin Roast
or Chops

Fresh, Boneless

$3.99 lb.

Sliced - $3.99 lb.

$2.39

Smoked, Coil Style

lb.

Kielbossa

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

project this year, if  coun-
cil approves the proposed 
capital budget. The work 
is projected to cost $1.2 
million. Supplied for 
40 years by a privately 
owned communal well, 
the 91 homes in Elroy 
Acres are now served by 
the township and Water-
loo Region, who took over 
the private system in the 
fall of  200l. The existing 
system does not meet pro-
vincial standards and the 
Ministry of  Environment 
has ordered changes.

Woolwich is looking to 
tap into water from the 
City of  Kitchener. A pro-
posed extension of  water 
services along Kitchener’s 
Ottawa Street corridor 
would supply two major 

new subdivisions in Bre-
slau, offering the chance 
to supply Elroy Acres 
residents.

As the village’s new sub-
divisions come on stream 
this year, the township 
will also be making up-
grades to a portion of  
Woolwich Street. Water-
main and sewer upgrades 
will provide residents of  
the street the option of  
joining municipal ser-
vices – properties that are 
currently served by septic 
systems. The project is 
slated to cost $600,000.

“A number of  our en-
gineering projects this 
year are ones in which we 
don’t have a lot of  flexi-
bility – the Breslau water 
system, the Heidelberg 
water system are being 

done in response to the 
MOE orders for the re-
gion and township to take 
over,” noted Dave Gosnay, 
the township’s director 
of  engineering and plan-
ning. “We do have to have 
those systems in place 
towards the end of  this 
year, so there’s not much 
in the way of  choice.

Other major engineer-
ing department budget 
requests include $400,000 
to decommission a sew-
age pumping station 
in Elmira and $250,000 
to upgrade a formerly 
private water supply in 
Heidelberg to meet pro-
vincial standards. The 
region and township 
took over responsibility 
for the system last Janu-
ary as directed by the 

provincial Ministry of  
Environment.

In the recreation and 
facilities department, 
director Larry Devitt is 
looking for $650,000 this 
year for two special proj-
ects: $400,000 to acquire 
a portion of  the Elmira 
Raceway lands and 
$250,000 to buy the Win-
terbourne Public School 
site when it is vacated 
next summer.

The capital works 
discussions kicked off  
the 2003 budget process. 
Council will tackle the 
township’s operating 
budget beginning Feb. 
4, with a final budget, 
including any tax rate in-
creases, expected by early 
March, said treasurer 
Dan Chapman.

Capital works kicks off 2003 budget talks
Continued from cover

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich is look-
ing to set aside 
$650,000 this year 

to purchase land at two 
soon-to-be-vacant sites in 
the township, covering 
needs identified in its 
new recreation master 
plan.

In budget delibera-
tions Jan. 14, council 
considered a proposal to 
spend $400,000 for part of  
Elmira Raceway property 
and $250,000 for the Win-
terbourne Public School 
site. The purchases were 
part of  $4.6 million in 
proposed capital works 
for 2003.

Although not finalized, 
the new rec. master plan 
proposed to build another 
ice pad next to the cur-
rent arena in Elmira, 
allowing the site of  the 
existing rink to host a 
relocated swimming pool. 
The arena sits on land 

Woolwich looks to acquire land 
at the raceway, Winterbourne

Capital budget earmarks $650,000 for projects from rec. master plan
surrounded by raceway 
property – there is lim-
ited parking on township 
land.

Negotiations with the 
potential new owner of  
the Woolwich Agricultur-
al Society’s 42-acre site 
on Snyder Avenue also 
include the purchase of  
Carriage Hall – many 
groups, including the 
Elmira Theatre Com-
pany, use the facility. 
Talks have also included 
representatives from the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board, who are 
looking to acquire land 
for Elmira District Sec-
ondary School.

Discussions are very 
preliminary. No price 
tag or cost per acre has 
been established on the 
raceway land, director of  
recreation and facilities 
Larry Devitt told council-
lors.

The Ag. Society plans to 
open its new facility, the 
Grand River Raceway, in 

Elora later this year. The 
2003 racing season will 
start in Elmira – the final 
operating days for the 
existing facility have not 
been established.

In the case of  Winter-
bourne PS, Woolwich 
was the only party to 
signal an interest in the 
property. A deadline for 
showing intent passed 
Jan. 9. From that point, 
the township has 30 
days to negotiate a deal, 
but that timeline can be 
extended, Shawn Callon, 
WRDSB’s principal plan-
ner, said Jan. 16.

“Woolwich is the only 
one to express interest. 
The deadline becomes 
more rigid if  others are 
involved, but in this case, 
with only the township 
involved, we are more 
flexible,” he said. “Hav-
ing said that, the board is 
eager to move ahead with 
the sale of  the land.”

Woolwich treasurer 
Dan Chapman said the 

2003 budget should be 
finalized early in March. 
Any serious negotiations 
with the school board 
likely will have to wait 
until that document is 
approved.

The board has not estab-
lished a price for the site 
– a formal appraisal will 
be done as part of  talks 
with the township, said 
Callon. “The board needs 
to be assured that it is 
being sold at fair market 
value.”

A similar deal saw 
the former Heidelberg 
PS site sell recently for 
$250,000, a price that was 
lower than expected be-
cause constraints on the 
site made it unsuitable 
for development, he said. 

The board plans to close 
Winterbourne PS at the 
end of  this academic 
year. An expansion at 
Conestogo PS will see 
Winterbourne students 
using that facility start-
ing in Sept. 2003.

AND SHE’S OVER This 
tractor-trailer was left in 
the ditch by its driver on 
Jan. 13 pending better 
weather to safely remove 
it. The driver was a Paris 
resident who reported 
losing control in whiteout 
conditions at about 6:40 
a.m. before skidding off the 
road and into the ditch at 
the intersection of Line 86 
and Lichty Rd. in Wellesley 
Twp. The responding officer 
cleared the scene and 
transported the driver, who 
was uninjured, to a private 
residence in Waterloo. 
Regional police returned 
to the scene at 2 p.m. the 
same day to remove the 
tractor-trailer, closing Line 
86 to traffic during the 
process. No charges were 
laid due to road conditions.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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UPFRONT

Tell the whole story
Harriston author Stephen Williams completes final installment of Karl Homolka story

Affordable housing for 
Elmira one step closer

Breslau explosion 
sends one to hospital

 See LAST Page 5

Woolwich backs opt-out  
policy for tax-free status

Norwalk virus lurks at 
St. Mary’s Hospital

Woolwich starts council 
pay-review process

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

By this time next month, 
H a r r i s t o n - b a s e d 
author Stephen Wil-
liams will have finally 

finished telling a story that’s 
taken 10 years to fully see the 
light.

Williams will publish Karla 
the week of  Feb. 12, almost a 
decade after he first became 
interested in writing about the 
stories behind Paul Bernardo’s 
arrest in 1993 for the brutal 
murders that he and wife Karla 
Homolka committed.

“I was reading the papers 
on the weekend around Feb. 
17, 1993, when Bernardo was 
arrested. There were several 
long articles that I read on the 
arrests,” said Williams in ex-
plaining how his interest was 
first piqued.

“It’s very rare that a crime 
makes the hairs stand up on 
the back of  my neck, but it 
interested me because of  some 
information that was buried 

END OF STORY Harriston-based author Stephen Williams says he will have finished telling the Karla Homolka story once his book is published in English in about a month.

deep within the articles,” 
he added, “what was Karla’s 
role?”

Already known as an author 
in the true-crime genre for his 
writings on the ‘shoeshine boy’ 
murders in Toronto, Williams 
thought he could tackle the 
Bernardo-Homolka story from 
the same angle.

“I’m not particularly inter-
ested in crime. My interest is 
in how high-profile crimes tend 
to highlight how the justice 
system works; it’s somewhat 
like the Leonard Cohen quote 
‘there is a crack in everything, 
that’s how the light gets in.’ 
These cases create a crack in 
all of  those big walls, and give 
us the opportunity to shine a 
light on this system that can 
affect people in their everyday 
lives,” explained Williams.

That initial query resulted in 
the 1996 book Invisible Dark-
ness, which became the most 
successful of  the three books 
written on the Bernardo trial 
and hit store shelves a year 
after Bernardo’s conviction. 

Two years later, Williams was 
charged with having viewed 
the Bernardo crime tapes by 
Ontario’s Attorney-General, 
who claimed there were 27 pas-
sages in his book that Williams 
could not have written without 
having seen the evidence on 
the prohibited tapes.

The charges were eventually 
dropped in late 2000, but Wil-
liams identified the ordeal of  
preparing for the trial as the 
main reason why he wrote 
Karla.

“Over that period, I had previ-
ously stored all my resources 
that I’d used for Invisible Dark-
ness. After my arrest I had to 
pull all of  it out and go through 
it again for my defence because 
those people needed to know,” 
explained Williams, adding 
“going through all that showed 
me that the story was not over. 
Karla will be released in 2005 
at the latest, free and clear 
with her debt to society fully 
paid. She’ll still be young at 35 
years of  age and will be able 
to disappear into society and 

start over.
“This made me sit up and it 

occurred to me that it was an 
unfinished story.”

It was at this point, in late 
2000, that Williams initiated 
correspondence with Homolka 
at the women’s prison where 
she lives in Joliette, Que. The 
two traded letters about once 
a month over 18 months, and 
Homolka’s were used as source 
material for the new book.

“People will be quite surprised 
by what’s in this book,” said 
Williams. “It’s partly a memoir, 
partly a story of  a woman in 
prison and her experiences and 
also a story of  a woman’s future 
… The story is now finished. 
Karla is to be released in about 
25 months, and she will disap-
pear … that tends to be the fate 
of  all women who are released 
after heinous crimes.”

Having originally sold the 
book to now-bankrupt Stoddart 
Publishing in Toronto, the text 
was then picked up by Que-
bec-based Trait d’Union, who 

The regional government will start 
financial negotiations with King Street 
Properties Ltd. in Elmira for four affordable 
housing units on Memorial Ave.
Regional council approved the 
negotiations on Jan. 15 when it passed a 
bylaw enabling the regional government 
to enter into an agreement with the 
company using a grant that was allocated 
by council in December 2002.
As part of the agreement, King Street 
Properties Ltd. will build four three-
bedroom units at 15 Memorial Ave.

One man was taken to hospital Jan. 13 
when the tire he was working on at For-
tress Trucking in Breslau exploded.
The employee was one of two mechanics 

working on the tire when the incident oc-
curred. The other employee was uninjured 
in the explosion, which occurred around 
10:30 a.m. at the company’s 280 Woolwich 
St. S. site.
Due to the company’s nationwide loca-

tions, officers from the labour department 
of Human Resources Development Canada 
are investigating the incident.

Woolwich councillors, meeting in regu-
lar session Jan. 14, agreed to support a 
Niagara Regional council motion to allow 
municipal councillors to opt out of the 
one-third tax-free provision. Currently, 
provincial legislation makes the policy an 
all-or-nothing scenario, whereby all mem-
bers are treated the same at individual 
municipalities.
Many councillors opt for the provision, 

that sees one-third of their compensation 
go untaxed as a way of covering incidental 
costs they may experience.
The motion proved somewhat controver-

sial, splitting councillors: Ruby Weber and 
Pat McLean were in support, Mark Bau-
man and Murray Martin opposed. Mayor 
Bill Strauss broke the tie in favour.

A highly contagious bug thought to 
be the Norwalk Virus is still plaguing St. 
Mary’s hospital in Kitchener.
A month into the first suspected outbreak 

and St. Mary’s staff are still getting sick. 
The hospital must go for five days without 
a reported case before it can be declared 
Norwalk free. Each time the hospital gets 
close to that another member of staff will 
report symptoms, said hospital spokesman 
Peter Sweeney

Meeting Jan. 14, Woolwich councillors 
instructed staff to launch the process for 
reviewing council remuneration.
An advisory committee made up of 

community members will look at current 
pay levels and recommend adjustments if 
necessary. Any changes would apply to the 
next group of councillors (the current term 
of office expires following municipal elec-
tions in November).
Current councillors will vote on the rec-

ommendations, but will not benefit directly 
should raises be part of the committee’s 
recommendations.
This week’s Observer covers the pay issue 

in some depth
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www.lensmill.com

SUPER
SAVINGS!
PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

86

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

IRONING BOARDS
Assorted Covers for

COFFEE MUGS
Super Jumbo

BAGEL HOLDERS

POTATO CHIPS
Pringles

MATTRESS PADS
Plain & Quilted

Paton's

CLEAROUT, Bernat

POLAR YARN

CHUNKY YARN
CLEAROUT, Phentex

CHUNKY YARN
Red Heart, Shetland Style

FABRIC

POLYESTERS

TONE ON TONES

DRAPERY HARDWARE

STUFFING

CRAFT BOOKS
McCall's

FANS
ABACA

 

Cracked White

DAMASK FABRIC

REG. PRICED FABRICS

FACIAL TISSUE

BATHROOM MATS
Foam, Big Foot

SPOOL OF RIBBON

TRADITIONS YARN ARCTIC FLEECE
Red Heart

BATHROOM MATS LACE

OIL & VINEGAR SETS
Wooden

POLYCOTTONS

COTTON PRINTS
Northcott

White & Ecru 90"

60", Printed

45"

Offray Ribbon

V.I.P.

CLEAN UP ANY BOLT OF

BIG GROUPING, DRAPERY & UPHOLSTERY

Lacemaker

TUELLING & NETTING

Airlite

Solid Colour

TEA POTS OR KETTLES
Assorted

BED SPREADS
Satin

SHETLAND CHUNKY

White Swan

 79¢
   ea.

Contour, Rubber back

$ 1.79    ball

$ 1.99    ball

Reg.
Value
$1.99

$2.99    lb. pk

 Regular
$3.49 pk.

 80%
 OFF   

 Regular
 99¢ ea.

$ 7.99    ea.

99¢
   ea.

 Regular
$2.99 ea.

$ 2.49    ea.

 40%
 OFF   

99¢
   ball

$ 5.99    yd.

 30%
 OFF   

 15%
 OFF   

$ 1.69    ea.

 Regular
$1.99 ea.

 Regular
$11.99 ea.

$ 1.49    ea.

 Regular
$1.99 ea.

2 HOLDERS / 
$ 1   

$ 1.99    ea.

 Regular
$8.99 ea.

 40%
 OFF   

 30%
 OFF   

Regular
$1.99 ball

99¢
   ball

$ 2.99    ball

$4.99    yd.

 Regular
$7.99 yd.

GET

Reg.
$1.99
ea.1 / 

$ 1.00 

99¢
   ea.

 30%
 OFF   

LYCRA REMNANTS
Designer

$ 8.99    yd.

 Regular
$14.99 yd.

$ 2.99    yd.

 Regular
$3.99 yd.

 15%
 OFF   

99¢
   ea.

 Regular
$1.49 ea.

FROM $ 2.00    yd.

$ 10.99    yd.

 Regular
$12.99 yd.

$ 4.99    yd.

Regular 
to $9.99

Elmira’s Best Selection with
Quality and Service You Can Trust

1 Hour Service (most single vision prescriptions)

2 for 1 Specials Available

Eye Exams Arranged

63 Arthur Street South, 
Unit #1, ELMIRA

(519) 669-0879
(Located beside the Library)

Great Eyeglasses, Great Price!

HUGO RODRIGUES

JOE MERLIHAN

SLIDING AROUND 
This SUV was involved 
in a single-vehicle colli-
sion on Line 86 east of 
Wallenstein at approxi-
mately 9 a.m. on Jan. 16. 
A complete report was 
not available, but avail-
able information showed 
that the driver, an area 
resident, lost control of 
the vehicle while head-
ing eastbound on the icy 
roadway, sliding off the 
road and into the ditch. 
There was moderate 
damage to the vehicle 
and minor injuries were 
reported. No charges 
were laid due to road 
conditions.

4X4 DRIVE 
NO MATCH 
FOR ROAD

RIGHT ON THROUGH 
This vehicle was involved 
in a single-vehicle col-
lision at approximately 
8:45 a.m. at the intersec-
tion of King St. N. and 
Lobsinger Ln. south of St. 
Jacobs Jan. 16. A complete 
report was not available, 
but police information 
showed that an ambulance 
was called to the scene for 
injuries, and that the colli-
sion was attributed to road 
conditions. This was one of 
six collisions that regional 
police at Elmira’s Division 
3A responded to between 
7 a.m. and 9 a.m. Jan. 16 as 
drivers awoke to find damp, 
slippery road conditions.

OUT FOR 
A SPIN ON 
ICY ROADS
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FRESH SEEDLESS
CLEMENTINES
(PRODUCT OF SPAIN/MOROCCO)

120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA  669-2333              STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT 
JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2003

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PRESIDENT’S CHOICE & NO NAME PRODUCTS

HOME OF THE LARGEST FULL SERVICE 
MEAT COUNTER IN TOWN

4.39kg

Chicken Legs

Pork Sausage

Ham Steaks

Ham Quarters

Beef Steaks

Pork Link Sausage

Fresh, Back Attached

Selby's Fresh, Plain or Garlic
1.95kg

$2.99 6.59kg

LB.

LB.

LB.

$2.29

$1.99 LB.

5.05kg

Pure

Boneless Toupie

Toupie

Cross Cut
$2.29 5.05kgLB.

$3.49 7.68kgLB.

89¢

SELBY'S DELI SPECIALS

 

Black Forrest Ham

Summer Sausage

Cooked Turkey Roll

Spiced Ham

Springer's, Sliced or Shaved

Schneider's Jumbo
8.80kg

$3.49 7.68kg

$6.99 15.38kg
Selby's Herb

Selby's $3.99 8.80kgLB.

$3.99

ICE CREAM  $4.49 ea.(2L - FROZEN, ASST. VARIETY)

NESTLE ROLO OR LEGEND

SPECIAL K BARS $2.99 ea.138G
(STRAWBERRY OR BLUEBERRY)

KELLOG'S

GRANOLA BARS $2.49 ea.(175-210G - ASST VARIETY)

QUAKER

MUFFIN BARS  $2.99 ea.(300G - ASST VARIETY)

LECLERC SWEET MORNINGS

SPECIAL PRICE

EVERYDAY PRICE

EVERYDAY PRICE

EVERYDAY PRICE

 $3.99ea.

2.3KG
BOX
SPECIAL

FRESH
BANANAS
(PRODUCT OF THE TROPICS)

 49¢
lb.  $1.08/kgSPECIAL

FRESH ROMAINE
LETTUCE
(PRODUCT OF USA)

 99¢
ea.

to the MOE on possible 
avenues that we could 
pursue to eliminate that 
problem.”

“There’s a lot of  
maintenance that goes 
on – that’s the largest 
station we have. To get 
rid of  the station at 
this point … would be 
in keeping with what 

translated and published 
the book in November 
2002. Sales have been 
“crazy” in Quebec since 
then added Williams, 
who has since found an 
undisclosed Canadian 
English-language pub-
lisher for the release in 
February.

The lens of  the legal 
system has again been 
focused on Williams 
since November, as he 
continues to face adver-
sity to the point of  being 
accused by the victims’ 
family lawyer Tim Dan-
son of  profiting from 
the Bernardo-Homolka 
crimes.

That’s a charge that 
Williams firmly denies 
by turning the lens right 
back on the same system 
that accuses him.

“The interest of  the 
families’ lawyer (in the 
book being published) 
may come more from the 
firm’s interest in con-
tinuing the story,” said 
Williams, explaining that 
he has documented how 
every time something 
appears in the media 
regarding the crimes, 
public donations to the 
legal fund that pays 
Danson’s fees swells.

“The person who has 
made the most money is 

the families’ lawyer,” said 
Williams, adding that the 
whole legal system has 
benefited from this crime 
based on the salaries, 
overtime, task forces, 
media coverage, etc.

“If  you look at the per-
son who’s made the least 
amount of  money off  this 
story, it’s me,” added Wil-
liams. “I’m quite open to 
debating who has really 
profited from this trag-
edy.”

With the story be-
hind that tragedy now 
complete from his per-
spective Williams has no 
big-ticket plans for him-
self  after completing the 
book launch for Karla. He 
said he has a couple of  
mystery novel contracts 
he’s planning on work-
ing through, and doesn’t 
plan on returning to the 
Homolka story again.

we told the Ministry of  
Environment. I think 
it’s a good choice to do 
it and get it out of  our 
hair,” added Rod Kruger, 
manager of  engineering 
operations.

The gravity option is not 
available at Elmira’s two 
other pumping stations, 
located in the north end 
of  the town.  

Continued from cover

Pumping station 
problem to get fixed

Last look at Karla 
behind bars

Continued from page 3

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

While disappointed 
by friend Allan 
Rock’s decision 

this week to drop out of  
the federal Liberal lead-
ership race, MP Lynn 
Myers said it was the 
right move in the face 
of  a Paul Martin jugger-
naut.

Myers, the Liberal 
member for Waterloo-Wel-
lington, was a long-time 
supporter of  Rock’s lead-
ership bid. The two have 
worked together—Myers 
was Rock’s parliamen-
tary secretary at one 
point—on many projects, 
and often shared a com-
mon outlook.

Martin “almost unstoppable,” says Myers
Waterloo-Wellington MP disappointed by Rock’s decision to drop out of leadership bid

Rock, currently Min-
ister of  Industry, had 
been one of  the major 
contenders in the bid to 
replace Prime Minister 
Jean Chrétien, who an-
nounced in August he 
intends to step down in 
2004. Other would-be suc-
cessors include Heritage 
Minister Sheila Copps 
and Finance Minister 
John Manley. Since a 
public feud last summer 
that saw Chrétien strip 
Martin of  his cabinet po-
sition, the former finance 
minister has become the 
runaway favourite to take 
the top job, Myers noted.

“Mr. Martin is almost 
unstoppable because he 
has certainly raised money 
and continues to raise 

money at a remarkable 
rate. More importantly 
… the memberships that 
have been sold in the last 
little while have virtually 
all been his [and] he has a 
lock on the money – those 
are the two things you need 
to win, frankly,” Myers told 
the Observer on Jan. 16.

“I was a supporter of  
Allan’s and so I’m very 
disappointed but I can 
understand and respect 
his analysis; it would be 
very hard for him to win 
and I think he did the 
right thing, ” he said, 
adding that Rock’s run-
ning would have meant 
the spending a lot of  
time and money on a low-
percentage shot at the 
leadership.

In acknowledging Mar-

tin’s dominance, Myers 
said he has not decided 
whom he will support 
now that Rock is out of  
the race. 

“I have to weigh up 
whether a coronation 
(Martin’s) is the way to 
go,” he said. “There are 
two schools of  thought: 
we should have a debate, 
a vigorous one with She-
lia Copps on the left side 
of  the party debating Mr. 
Manley and Mr. Martin 
on the right of  the par-
ty—should we have that 
kind of  debate?—[while] 
others are simply saying 
‘no, wait a minute, let’s 
recognize Paul Martin 
is going to win and let’s 
start the healing process 
now and the uniting pro-
cess.’”

Myers said he still 
has time to weigh out 
the options, the future 
of  the party’s stability 
being one of  his major 
concerns. Chrétien’s fir-
ing of  Martin caused 
division in the party and 
disenchantment in the 
riding, he said, rifts that 
need to be addressed.

Overwhelming sup-
port for Martin at next 
November’s leadership 
convention might serve to 
solidify the party. If  Mar-
tin’s success is a foregone 
conclusion, however, the 
convention could prove 
“anticlimatic” after sever-
al months of  politicking, 
added Myers.  

Crowsfoot corner to get review
Woolwich Township proposes to 

contribute $10,000 to a study look-
ing at ways to improve an intersec-
tion that was the scene of a fatal 
accident last summer.
Money was earmarked for the 

Crowsfoot Corner project as council 
met Jan. 14 to discuss the capital 
works portion of its 2003 budget.
“The region wants to do an 

environmental assessment of the 
Crowsfoot to try to come up with 
a better traffic solution to that 
intersection. We’ve been asked to 

contribute $10,000 to that study,” 
explained Rod Kruger, manager of 
engineering operations.
The Crowsfoot corner – the inter-

section of Crowsfoot Road, Kather-
ine Street and Sawmill Road – is a 
longstanding issue in Woolwich. In 
June, a 28-year-old Kitchener man 
died there when a truck hit his 
car as he attempted to turn from 
Crowsfoot Road on to Sawmill.
The region has had the intersec-

tion under a mandatory review 
since the accident. 
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BILL STRAUSS

MARK BAUMAN

O B S E R V E R  A N N U A L

REPORTCARDSREPORT
WOOLWICH

COUNCIL

One year ago: In answering questions for 

last year’s report cards, Strauss placed an 

emphasis on his eagerness for council to be open 

and responsive to the public. He also stressed his 

commitment to limit tax increases and to push for quick 

completion of  major infrastructure programs such as the infl ow and 

infi ltration work in Elmira and St. Jacobs.

Status report: For the most part, a sense of  openness has been the 

case during Strauss’ term in offi ce – Woolwich residents get a fair hear-

ing on any matters brought before council and there have been few 

rumblings about the public’s dealings with staff. As we noted last year, 

he followed through on his election promise to limit tax increases, a 

goal he kept again in 2002.

Own words: “I have always liked being involved. Having lived in the 

region all my life, I want to be part of  making decisions for all residents 

and businesses – with fi ve years as mayor and nine years as councillor, 

I do believe that I can continue to serve the residents of  Woolwich and 

the Region of  Waterloo with good listening [skills], good thinking and 

open discussion …” 

“The emphasis for our third year of  this term will be to continue with our 

three-year plan to keep Woolwich the number-one place to live and work, 

and to keep our fi nances in the shape they are now: out of  debt.”

The assessment: Already known as a hard-working politician, 

Strauss picked up the pace during the past year following the sale of  his 

business and his retirement. He regularly attends scores of  meetings, 

forums and functions … and usually seems eager to do so, rather than 

acting out of  obligation.

As we noted last time, Strauss is personable and keeps an open-door 

policy. He’s always willing to listen to residents. That said, his eager-

ness to be friendly often leaves him sitting on the fence: in trying to 

accommodate everyone’s feelings, he is unable to take a strong leader-

ship position on some of  the divisive issues that come before council. 

This diplomatic skill comes in handy at times, but decisive action is 

called for from time to time.

These tendencies, coupled with our critique about the 

Elmira Raceway – an issue again in 2002 – led us to give 

Strauss a B-minus in last year’s report card. That grade 

stands again this time out, but with an eye toward up-

ward movement by the end of  the term.

MAYOR

One year ago:  Bauman’s response to questions 

last time out saw him stress the importance of  com-

munity involvement in setting the township’s directions. 

The long-term implications of  matters brought before council, 

especially development issues, were seen as priorities.

Last year’s review highlighted his environmental and growth-re-

lated concerns.Status report: Throughout 2002, Bauman remained on target with 

his public-centered take on council business. Whenever delegations 

were present, he seemed most patient with them, prepared to listen 

to the arguments they brought forward. As well, he consistently ran 

all relevant issues through the “environment fi lter,” judging the im-

pact of  projects and looking at ways to lessen them if  possible. 

Own words:  “Our planning staff  has brought numerous de-

velopment projects for our approval. It’s satisfying to see that a 

thoughtful planning process results in a quality project being 

built. An example is the new Tim Hortons in St. Jacobs,” he said in 

response to questions about what gave him satisfaction and disap-

pointment in 2002.“Having just said the new Tim Hortons was an example of  a 

quality project, it was also the source of  disappointment when the 

project was approved with a drive-thru window. I said then, and 

still maintain, that drive-thru windows are for lazy people and are a 

source of  unnecessary air pollution.”
The assessment:  As with council’s fi rst year in offi ce, Bauman 

was the most outspoken person around the table – he was again 

the most likely to differ in opinion from the others, but always in 

a thoughtful, considered manner. Although Woolwich council is no 

hotbed of  politicking, Bauman does not appear interested in the game 

of  politics. Rather, he takes his role as councillor very seri-

ously, while still seeing the humour that arises.
His environmental concerns are always present, but do not 

negatively infl uence his take on development issues, a large 

part of  council’s agenda in 2002.Bauman earned an “A” in last year’s report card, a good start 

for a rookie councillor. He suffered no sophomore slump, so 

the grade stands.

COUNCILLOR, WARD 2

This feature is the 
second set of  report 
cards on the 2000-2003 
councils in Woolwich 

and Wellesley (report cards 
for that township will appear 
in next week’s Observer). 
Both are heading into the 
third and fi nal year of  their 
terms in offi ce. This review 
covers their second year – in 
both Woolwich and Wellesley, 
council activities were a bit 
more settled than they were 
during the fi rst year.

As was the case last time 
around, in looking back at 
2002 we fi nd the good, the bad 
and the ugly in the record of  
council proceedings.

The purpose of  these re-

eligible voters take a pass on 
the exercise.

In face, surveys show most 
municipal residents are hard-
pressed to name their ward 
councillor.

Accountability is at the heart 
of  these reviews. Dedicated 
followers of  local politics will 
have formed an opinion of  
council based on weekly cov-
erage on these pages, but not 
everybody keeps his or her eye 
on the big picture. Given that 
we, as the media, attend meet-
ings and have regular contact 
with municipal offi cials, both 
elected and staff, we try to 
capture our impressions in this 
annual feature.

 It is by no means a defi nitive 
or exhaustive investigation. 
Rather it is a place-marker for 
the current state of  affairs with 
your council, an invitation for 
further involvement from the 
public. As always, whether you 
agree or disagree with our as-
sessments, your comments are 
always welcome on the opinion 
pages of  the Observer. 

port cards is to shine a light 
on municipal politics … and 
local politicians. Although 
your township council has 

the most direct impact on 
your life – far more than 
other layers of  government 
– most people focus on what’s 

happening at the federal and 
provincial level. Typical 
voter turnouts for municipal 
elections see two-thirds of  

NEXT WEEK:
Wellesley Council

reviewed & graded
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RUBY WEBER
PAT McLEAN

MURRAY MARTIN The second year of  Woolwich council’s three-year term can be 
summed up as: more of  the same. Since they were elected in No-
vember 2000, this group of  councillors has kept a steady hand 

on the rudder – little has gone amiss, but nor has anything exciting 
happened. A couple of  issues topped the agenda in 2002:

Elmira Raceway
Regular readers of  the Observer know this is our favourite horse to 

flog. In 2002, any hope of  keeping the raceway in the township was 
dashed. The Woolwich Ag. Society finalized plans for moving to Elora, 
setting the stage for a booming business and millions of  dollars in rev-
enue … for Centre Wellington Township. Examining the record—and 
imagining the opportunities missed—residents here can see clearly 
that council’s inaction on this issue was a colossal blunder. This mat-
ter must weigh heavily in any assessment of  council’s performance.

Development
After what seemed an eternity to developers, Woolwich council ap-

proved several major subdivision projects in 2002. New residential 
construction in Elmira, St. Jacobs and Breslau will have a substan-
tial impact on those communities. Council deliberated the merits of  
these and other projects, giving due consideration to pace-of-growth 
concerns. Generally, the township struck a good balance between 
maintaining Woolwich’s rural flavour and the need for growth and 
development dollars.

One year ago: In assessing council’s performance for last year’s re-
port cards, we noted that meetings had become more subdued, cordial 
affairs in comparison to those of  the previous group of  elected of-
ficials. The past year offered more of  the same. And, as was the case 
during the first year of  its term, this council spent much of  2002 in 
managerial mode – the township runs smoothly, but there is a lack 
of  vision. That may change, to a certain extent, if  councillors move 
behind some of  the major projects floated for their consideration 
this year.

The assessment: Quality of  life issues are, or should be, a 
municipality’s priority – issues raised at local council have the 
most direct impact on your life. On the managerial side, Woolwich 
councillors take this responsibility to heart. They are content 
to let staff  do its job, but keep a watchful eye on 
what’s happening.  As noted, however, this group 
is short on grandiose plans or sweeping changes – 
perhaps tempered by less-than-happy results in 
neighbouring municipalities.

Overall, the grade remains the same: a B-minus.

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

One year ago:  Weber’s responses to questions for 

the last report card indicated her desire to focus on 

economic development in the township, indicated in 

a pro-business agenda. The issue of  the Elmira Race-

way, front and centre in the last roundup, saw Weber 

become council’s biggest advocate for working to keep 

the jobs and profits in Woolwich.
Status report: Economic development, at least in the 

form of  an official organization, has dropped off  the map 

here – the township was at one time contemplating the hiring 

of  a development officer, but has put those plans on hold. But 2002 

was a banner year for Woolwich on the development front, with a slate 

of  residential and industrial projects finding approval. Throughout 

the process, Weber was a major booster, advocating streamlined accep-

tance for growth that fits the township’s requirements.

Own words:  “The most satisfying accomplishment for me is always 

to be able to respond to the requests of  residents. However, it was es-

pecially good to finally approve development in Breslau and to bring 

some closure to the King/86 project,” she said of  2002. “Most disap-

pointing for me continues to be the realization that the raceway is 

really moving out of  town.”Sometimes seen as the most abrasive councillor, Weber cited her take 

on things as a valuable contribution to discussion around the table. 

“I believe my contribution to council is to bring another perspective 

than that of  my fellow councillors. I believe I am often the voice of  

reason.  I do not believe we should regulate everything just because we 

have the power to do so.”  The Assessment:  Not always the most politically correct voice on 

council, Weber seems prepared to challenge anything and anyone when 

she feels an issue warrants consideration. In doing so, she clearly irks 

others on council – and staff  – from time to time. The same applies to 

delegates: she is more than willing to speak her mind without worry 

about the consequences. She displays much less fence-sitting than most 

politcians, including some of  her own colleagues.

As noted previously, however, her actions are sometime rash 

and ill-advised, perhaps less considered than the stances of  

her fellow councillors. In that, she plays a useful role, one 

that has grown on us in the past year – where last year she 

earned a “C,” this time out she gets a bump up.

One year ago:  Recognizing that 
management issues were well covered 
in Woolwich, McLean pointed to lon-
ger-range planning as a key goal in 
the township. In responding to our 
questionnaire last year, she noted 

that issues such as tax levels and in-
frastructure projects – particularly 

the inflow and infiltration work – were 
un- der control and that 2002 would be a time 

to develop a vision for the township.
Status report: Throughout her tenure on council, McLean has 

been attentive to project details, particularly the finances. Despite 
expressing satisfaction with the state of  affairs, she continued her 
vigil in 2002. Woolwich embarked on a strategic planning exercise 
and a recreation master plan study last year, two items she sup-
ported as part of  developing a wider vision for the township. 
Own words: McLean cited her commitment to the fundamen-

tals, particularly the pursuit of  additional road work in 2002, as a 
satisfying part of  this term’s second year. Her contribution to the 
process included “consistent, steady, hard work, ensuring that the 
public process is encouraged and respected.”

She expressed no disappointments with council’s agenda in 2002.
The assessment: McLean’s attention to detail provides an essential 

role around the council table. As well, it makes her the ideal choice as 
council’s representative on the Crompton Public Advisory Committee 
(CPAC), a place where even the smallest details take on significance. 
It’s also home to complex issues that threaten to bog down the public 
process, but she seems to have the patience to deal with that group.
As we noted last time, McLean is usually well prepared for council sessions, 

often loaded with questions that challenge everyone else in chambers.
She is not one to shy away from controversy and is unlikely to 

be swayed by “popularity” in making the tough choices that are 
sometimes the lot of  elected officials.
A somewhat overzealous, by-the-book outlook – something of  

an annoyance to fellow councillors at times – saw McLean earn 
a “B-plus” in last year’s assessment. We’re inclined to bump 

that up a notch.

One year ago:  In last year’s roundup, Martin 

stressed development and infrastructure projects 

as a council priority. As with his election stance, 

he placed an emphasis on responsible, responsive 

and representative government, highlighting the 

importance of  listening to the varied input of  town-

ship residents.

Status report: Development was the underlying theme of  2002 in 

Woolwich. Council made decisions on numerous projects, including long-

awaited residential and industrial subdivisions in Elmira, two major 

residential projects in Breslau and the first new residential subdivision in 

St. Jacobs in more than a decade – projects Martin said he was happy to 

see move forward.

As for his three “Rs,” Martin continued his work as council’s more tire-

less advocate of  constituent requests. 

Own words:  Martin called 2002 “very satisfying,” noting the full slate of  

development, plans for a new major employer (Trim Masters Inc.) in the 

township, and quick action on water woes in Breslau and Heidelberg.

On the other end of  the spectrum, he said he had no major disappointments 

in 2002: “after eight years on council, I should know it takes a long time to get 

projects approved and built, for example Wal-Mart and the Breslau bypass.”

In 2003, Martin said longer-term planning should be the focus. “With the 

recreation master plan completed, we need to make plans to shape our fu-

ture … to follow up our strategic plan with some visionary thinking.”

The assessment:  Now in his third term, Martin displays a good memory 

for what has and hasn’t been done when it comes to goals and projects set 

around the council table. Council’s resident pragmatist, he sees no need to 

reinvent the proverbial wheel. Nor does he have patience for complicated 

solutions when a simple one will do.

Not known for weighing in on every discussion, Martin generally cuts to the 

chase when he does take part. He is most adamant in advocating issues brought 

to him by his ward’s constituents – he brings forward more issues than 

any other councillor, urging action when necessary and then following 

up (sometimes for long periods) to make sure the concerns have been re-

solved. His tendency to take things seriously does not apply to himself  – a 

visible trait even among Woolwich’s down-to-earth group of  politicians.

Martin’s voters-first stance earned him an “A” in last year’s round 

up.

COUNCILLOR, WARD 1

COUNCILLOR, WARD 1

COUNCILLOR, WARD 3
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Are your councillors 
making the grade?

It’s for the public 
good - really

» A reasonable stance
Discussing councillor salaries 
this week, Woolwich council 
appears content to stick with the 
traditional methods: let others 
decide, and do it openly. They 
seem to realize their’s is not a job, 
per se; the pay is recognition for 
public service. Others please note.

» Must be the tequila, Sheila
Sheila Copps should have learned 
something from Allan Rock’s 
decision this week to drop out 
of the federal Liberal leadership 
race. Instead, the wildly unpopular 
Hamiltion-area MP wants to jump 
under the Paul Martin bandwagon. 

Don’t dump where you live

QUOT-
ABLES

The Premier has set a lousy example.“ ”B.C. Health Service Minister Colin Hansen reacting to Gordon Campbell’s drunk driving charges.

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

» It’s okay, I’m just a tourist
Claiming that he was “on 
vacation” as an excuse for 
driving under the influence in 
Hawaii, B.C. Premier Gordon 
Campbell appeared to be more 
interested in covering his political 
butt than doing the right thing.

the bad,

& the ugly

I know it’s pretty easy 
for us older folks to 
forget that we were 

kids ourselves, once upon 
a time. Even easier to 
remember is that we got 
ourselves into trouble 
and probably gave our 
parents nightmares, just 
like our kids did to us.

With that in mind, 
however, I was still 
kinda troubled to see that 
vandalism story in last 
week’s paper. It’s seems 
to me nobody was getting 
outraged enough about 
that “drug parapherna-
lia” they found or that 
them kids were busting 
up public property. There 
seemed to be an “oh, well, 
they’re just kids” attitude 
about the whole thing.

I ain’t saying they should 
be tarred and feathered, 
but maybe somebody 
should be teachin’ them 
the difference between 
wrong and right. Where 
are their parents?

The first lesson they 
ought to learn is one even 
the dumbest animals 
know: you don’t dump 
where you live. You’ve got 
these kids hanging out 
at their neighbourhood 
park or community cen-
tre and they’re wrecking 
the place – they’re just 

begging for somebody 
to take something away 
from them. Who’ll be 
cryin’ then, I wonder.
ALL ABOARD? NOT LIKELY
As much as I like that 

story about the old times 
at Shantz Station, it 
kinda ticked me thinking 
about the railroad.

I remember a time when 
the trains were much 
more plentiful and it was 
a special thing to ride in 
one. Now, the railways 
are going the way of  the 
dodo, which means a 
whole bunch more crazy 
people out in their cars. 
I figure a fella like me is 
much more likely to end 
up dead because of  some 
dumbass driver than 
because I like butter on 
my toast and cream in my 
coffee.

But as much as I’d like 
to see people off  the 
roads—and as much as 
I have fond memories of  
train travel—there ain’t 
no way in Hades that 
folks are going to give up 
their cars. That got me to 
thinking about this train 

proposal here in Waterloo 
Region – the politicians 
are aiming to take your 
money (and mine) and 
build up a train system 
from Cambridge right 
up into Woolwich. Only 
problem is, it’s going to 
cost millions of  dollars 
and ain’t nobody going to 
ride the thing outside of  
it being a novelty.

And you can bet the 
biggest dumbasses, who 
ought to have their licenc-
es taken away, are the last 
bunch that is ever going 
to climb aboard. It’s plain 
as day, but I’ll be blowed 
if  they don’t do it.
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 

IF IT BLEEDS IT LEADS?
I was watching the news 

on TV the other day. So I 
get up to answer nature’s 
call and when I get back 
there’s some singer or 
actress or model talking 
away about the war in 
Iraq – I figure the wife’s 
gone and changed the 
channel over to Enter-
tainment Tonight, but 
no, it’s still on the news. 
When the heck did mak-

ing movies or wearing 
fancy clothes make 
someone an expert on 
international politics?

Not that this is some-
thing new. Those kinds 
of  celebrities are forever 
taking up space on the TV 
and in newspapers – if  
they’re not talking about 
some rainforest thing 
or another, it’s “news” 
about who’s fighting with 
who, this one’s marrying 
the other one, or Elvis’ 
daughter is getting di-
vorced again. And what’s 
the problem with that 
Michael Jackson fellow? 
And why do they think 
I care?

Used to be that the news 
would tell you about what 
the prime minister was 
saying, but now it’s about 
what he was wearing or 
whether he had a drink 
with his dinner. Speak-
ing of  which, I don’t 
know nothing about this 
Gordon Campbell fellow 
except that he’s from Brit-
ish Columbia and that he 
got a snootful in Hawaii – 
and that he looked tanned 
and relaxed in his police 
photos, apparently. He’ll 
go off  to some expensive 
clinic and that will be 
news again, just like all 
them Hollywood folks.

Ensconced in the pages of  this week’s Observer 
is our report card feature, an assessment of  
the current township council’s second year in 
office. This week, we’ve reported on Woolwich 

council. Wellesley goes under the microscope next 
week.

These report cards address both individual coun-
cillors and council as a whole and represent what 
we feel is a fair assessment of  their performances. 
Evaluations are based solely on the individuals’ roles 
as municipal politicians – there are no other criteria 
worth considering. Nor is this report meant to be the 
end all and be all. It merely serves as a platform for 
our readers to contemplate, and perhaps discuss, the 
essential service provided by their elected officials.

The universally understood grading system serves 
as a starting point for an appraisal of  how well you 
are being served by your representatives on council. 
These are report cards, a format calling for grades, not 
half  measures. 

We think Observer readers will find this feature both 
provocative and informative. Whether you agree with 
the assessments or hold a completely different view, 
we welcome your feedback. We know you have opin-
ions of  your own, opinions that will be engaged by this 
review.

Just as patriotism is the last refuge of  the scoun-
drel, invoking the public good surely indicates a 
government has run out of  excuses for at least 

one of  its policies. In this case, we saw federal Justice 
Minister Martin Cauchon trying to negate cost over-
runs in the firearms registry plan with talk of  public 
safety.

“I believe there is a danger here that we may lose 
sight of  our goals in the controversy over cost. The 
program is about public safety. It is about preventing 
crime and fighting crime, and I will not compromise 
on public safety,” he told reporters.

Waxing indignant over charges of  mismanagement, 
Cauchon would have us believe critics are putting 
dollars and political posturing ahead of  safety issues. 
Canadians, it appears, are supposed to stop thinking 
about how a $2 million expense ballooned into $1 bil-
lion, concentrating instead on feeling safer because of  
the registry program.

All of  which begs the question: if  the government 
can not get the paperwork straight, how are we to 
trust that the information collected will make a real 
difference in our security? Despite all its protesta-
tions, the government has not proven the registry will 
do so, even if  its implementation had gone smoothly.

Then, of  course, there is the issue of  privacy. The 
government must prove it needs the ever-increasing 
amount of  information about individual citizens. And 
it must assure us such information will be used for the 
purpose it was collected, and that it will not fall into 
the wrong hands.

Undoubtedly, most Canadians support gun control 
legislation. Few would like to see a US-style prolifera-
tion of  firearms – anecdotal evidence, at least, points 
to a negative correlation between the number of  guns 
and real public safety.

By bungling this program, the feds have undermined 
the credibility of  gun control measures in this coun-
try. Future calls for more legislation, no matter how 
sensible, could be handcuffed by the current fiasco 
– an eventuality that really strikes at the heart of  pub-
lic safety.
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THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“A tremendous waste of 
money, accomplishing 
nothing. It could possibly 
lead to the downfall of 
the Liberal government.”
»Dave Dove

“What do you
think of the

    gun registry?”
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I’d go for it - if I knew where it was

FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 
THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“It doesn’t affect me. It 
doesn’t do anything.”

» Jim Martin

“On the whole it’s a good 
idea, although how they 
go about it is a different 
matter.”

» Mike Saunders

“I don’t agree with it. It’s 
not accomplished any-
thing and I think anybody 
can get a hold of one.”

» Les Bauman

What do gun-totting 
folks have to hide? 
Gun registry is good

“ALRIGHT, FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS IN THIS CLOSED SESSION - PAY RAISES FOR ALL OF
US. ALL IN FAVOUR, TO THIS SIDE OF THE TABLE - ALL OPPOSED CAN SIT OVER THERE.”

 See DIVIDED Page 10

On Saturday 
morning, after 
breakfast, I went 

running around the park-
ing lot at one of  those 
big box stores (at my 
own speed). Those with 
an untrained eye might 
have been mistaken and 
thought I was jogging. 
The simple fact of  the 
matter was that I had for-
gotten where I’d parked 
my truck, and I was hur-
rying to find it before the 
mid-morning rush at the 
supermarket.

A fellow driving a red 

Blazer turned down the 
window and yelled, “Go 
for it, man. Go for it.”

Several months ago 
I was making a point, 
when in the middle of  
the speech, I paused in 
midstream long enough 
for a little attention-seek-
ing gimmick and told a 
joke that I thought fit in. 
It worked and the audi-
ence all giggled. From 
the back of  the room 
one person yelled his 
endorsement, “Go for it, 
man. Go for it.”

Then last Sunday af-

ternoon, I got a pillow 
and blanket and headed 
for the den to keep my 
weekly appointment 
with the game. I had just 
completed my warm-up 
rituals, taking off  my 
socks, fluffing my pillow, 
and placing the remote 
in the most handy place, 
when my son-in-law ap-
peared. If  you don’t mind 

me saying it, he is more 
of  a sports fan than I 
am. Seeing me ready for 
the first period, popcorn 
dish and Gatorade within 
handy reach, he smiled 
and said, “Go for it, man. 
Go for it.”

Now I have a question. 
Were all these folks talk-
ing about the same thing? 
The problem with some 
encouragers is that they 
aren’t specific enough. 
There should be a law 
that all encourager’s com-
ments come with a set of  
simple follow-the-direc-
tions.

I like making plans. I 
am even beginning to like 
dreaming dreams. I am 
definitely not afraid to 
use up my energy to get 
there, but I sometimes am 
not sure which direction 

is forward. That’s why I 
watch sports on the TV. 
In a football game every 
player knows which di-
rection is forward and 
moves accordingly. I 
don’t admire sports stars 
– I envy them. They know 
where the goal is and go 
for it. Sports events are 
simple. Life is tough

After teaching in a 
regular elementary 
school classroom for 16 
or 17 years, I decided to 
get a specialist’s degree 
in Design and Technol-
ogy. Everybody said to 
go for it, so I did. But 
once the degree was 
given to me and all the 
paper work was com-
pleted, I realized that 
wasn’t ‘It.’

Once, a nephew of  
mine asked me to write 
a column for a weekly 
newspaper. Everybody 
said to go for it, so I did. 
And now that I have over 
400 columns completed, 
and am thinking of  com-

piling the best 80 to 100 
in a book, I realize that 
wasn’t ‘It.’

Since I don’t know 
where It is and can’t 
find It, I think I’ll have 
to change to yet another 
theory. Maybe there is no 
such thing as ‘It.’ Maybe 
the greatest achievement 
is in the pursuit or 
going and not in the 
getting there. Maybe 
those encouragers were 
just too wordy. Rather 
than shouting, “Go for 
it,” they really ought to 
clarify and simplify the 
message by just yelling, 
“Go!”

From my side of  the 
dam, I think I have 
learned something about 
encouragement and 
how to become a better 
encourager. So if  in the 
next little while you hear 
me shouting, “Go,” don’t 
get too excited and run 
away because I’m likely 
only trying to get you to 
“Go for It.”

To the Editor,
The national gun 

registry has been one 
of  the greatest ac-
complishments of  our 
Liberal government, 
right up there with 
eliminating the $42 bil-
lion Mulroney deficit and 
ratifying Kyoto.

 The fact that the cost of  
the registry is expected to 
pass $850 million by 2006 
has gotten the gun lobby-
ists whining again, just 
as they did when it was 
first introduced.

I find it puzzling that 
gun-toting folks say 
spending money on a gun 
registry, a system that has 
been repeatedly shown to 
save lives, is a misuse of  
taxpayers’ dollars.  They 
want to talk about wast-
ing money – look at the 
Ontario Conservatives, 
who have spent more 
than a third of  the same 
amount just on adver-
tising for their failing 
political party.  Keeping 
guns off  the streets is a 
much nobler cause.

The compliance rate 
with the registry is ex-
tremely high, and it has 
been proven to be a huge 
success.  What, I wonder, 
is behind this ferocious 
drive by the gun lobby 
against the registry – this 
isn’t confiscation we’re 
talking about.  Why are 
they so paranoid about 
the government know-
ing that they have guns?  
What agenda are they 
trying to hide?  Guns 
have no purpose but to 
kill.

Handguns, especially, 
could be eliminated 
completely, but I suppose 
we’ll have to allow some 
people to possess rifles 
and such to allow them 
to pursue their strange 
desire to kill innocent 
animals, and no doubt 
to take pleasure in the 
animals’ suffering while 
they bleed and die.  I can’t 
understand this rather 
frightening drive some 
people have, but if  they 
must pursue it, what’s so 
awful about the govern-
ment knowing about it?

 Gun control has been 
proven effective, saves 
the police force an esti-

mated $30 million a year, 
and is consulted by them 
more than 1,500 times a 
day.  Its worth has been 
proven, and contrary to 
the propaganda of  the 
Unregistered Firearms 
Association, we have got-
ten great value for our 
tax dollars.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

Stopping racism starts 
with each one of us
To the Editor,
Racism is alive and well 

despite man’s best efforts 
to sweep it under the rug 
through legislation, token 
attempts at equal opportu-
nity and huge amounts of  
cash. Trent Lott, former 
Republican leader in the 
American Senate, showed 
how far we’ve travelled 
from Selma, Alabama 
when he said recently 
that the US would have 
been better off  had Strom 
Thurmond, celebrating 
his 100th birthday, won the 
1948 presidential election 
on a platform of  racial 

segregation.
Considering that over 

half  the American prison 
population is of  African-
American descent, while 
making up only 13 per 
cent of  the over 300 mil-
lion residents, we can 
understand that desegre-
gating buses, washrooms 
and restaurants was 
only a baby step toward 
embracing those in the 
minority whether by co-
lour, country of  origin or 
religious persuasion.

Human nature suggests 
that it may take many 
decades, even a century, 
if  ever, before we can 
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

Gordon Campbell under the infl uence
“How could I have 

been so stupid?” 
British Columbia 

Premier Gordon Camp-
bell wondered aloud at a 
press conference held last 
Sunday. Ironically, that’s 
exactly the question that 
B.C. voters have been ask-
ing themselves.

Arrested Jan. 10 in Maui 
and kept in jail overnight, 
Campbell has admitted 
that he is guilty of  driving 
while under the infl uence 
of  alcohol, although he 
has steadfastly refused 
to admit that what he did 
was a crime. Instead, he 
continually refers to the 
offence as “a horrible 
personal mistake” and 
emphasized on Sunday 
that “this misjudgment 
happened on my personal 
vacation.” The relevancy 
of  this hair-splitting 
is highly questionable; 
no one would accept it 
in connection with any 
other crime committed 
while on vacation.

Make no mistake, drunk 
driving is not a personal 
indiscretion; it is a crime, 
with enormous societal 
consequences that Camp-
bell and his supporters 
are now downplaying 
(the sympathy being now 
expressed for Campbell 
by the same reporters 
and commentators that 
went after Glen Clark 
and Mike Harcourt, 

neither of  whom did 
anything wrong, is 
particularly galling). In 
fact, I would submit that 
Campbell’s actions and 
his subsequent orgy of  
excuses have done more 
to set back the campaign 
against drinking and 
driving than any other 
event in recent memory. 

And, that campaign 
had been working, to the 
point where drinking and 
driving had become so-
cially unacceptable. But, 
unfortunately, this hasn’t 
stopped people from doing 
it. As the Edmonton Sun 
editorialized on Jan. 5, 
“We would have thought 
that the drinking and 
driving message would 
have sunk in by now. It’s 
a very simple message, 
actually: if  you’ve been 
drinking, don’t drive. But 
some morons out there 
still haven’t gotten the 
message.”

In the United States, 
where Campbell chose 
to commit his crime, a 
crackdown on drink-
ing and driving was 
announced just before 
Christmas. “Impaired 
drivers represent one 
of  our nation’s greatest 
threats,” said highway 
safety administrator 
Jeffrey W. Runge, M.D. 
“There are nearly one 
billion drinking and driv-
ing trips annually which 

kill more than 45 people 
every day. This crime will 
not be tolerated. Today 
marks the beginning of  
a yearlong effort focused 
on what we know pre-
vents impaired driving 
– highly visible detection, 
arrest and prosecution.” 

According to American 
government statistics, in 
2001, 17,448 people were 
killed in alcohol-related 
crashes, representing 
approximately 41 percent 
of  the 42,116 total traffi c 
fatalities that year.  

The numbers are equal-
ly disturbing in Canada. 
For the fi rst time in eight 
years, the percentage of  
traffi c fatalities linked 
to drinking actually in-
creased (from 33 per cent 
to 36 per cent). The Cana-
dian Centre for Health 
Information reports that 
car crashes are the most 
frequent cause of  severe 
injuries (nearly half  of  
all reported severe inju-
ries), and one in eight of  
those collisions involves 
alcohol consumption 
above the national legal 
limit of  0.08 per cent.

That legal limit (it’s 
the same in Hawaii, 
by the way) is in itself  

coming under scrutiny. 
A new European study, 
published in the journal 
Science, has concluded 
that even moderate alco-
hol consumption can be 
dangerous if  people get 
behind the wheel. 

Dutch researcher 
Richard Ridderinkhof, 
co-author of  the study, 
argues that it proves that 
“the legal blood alcohol 
limits of  0.08 per cent 
for driving in Canada, 
Britain and many U.S. 
States are dangerously 
high. Indeed, the limit 
of  0.05 per cent in the 
Netherlands and several 
European countries is 
even too high”.

According to the study, 
“performance was se-
verely diminished at a 
blood alcohol content of  
0.04 per cent, a level men 
reach after just two glass-
es of  wine, or two beers, 
or two shots of  spirits 
within an hour.”

Keep in mind that 
Campbell’s breath sample 
was taken only after a 45-
minute drive to the police 
station, yet he still blew 
over 0.08 per cent (al-
though Campbell claims 
that he took the breatha-

lyzer at the side of  the 
road, police records 
show that he had only a 
roadside sobriety test). 
He also claimed that he 
didn’t know his blood al-
cohol reading, though it’s 
diffi cult to imagine him 
not asking for that kind 
of  information under the 
circumstances. 

After being released on 
bail, he did fi nd the time 
to call back to the police 
station to ask whether 
the information regard-
ing his arrest would be 
made public. Only then 
did he call his family and 
his political staff.

Campbell has a long 
history of  being sancti-

monious about ethical 
issues, and his past public 
pronouncements are now 
coming back to haunt 
him. While he is vow-
ing to continue on, it’s 
diffi cult to imagine him 
having the moral legiti-
macy to govern after this 
incident. If  he doesn’t re-
sign, his own party may 
push him out prior to the 
2005 election. 

In his press conference, 
Campbell said one thing 
that made I thought 
made a lot of  sense: “I do 
not intend to contest the 
charge. I will suffer the 
full consequences.” Those 
consequences should in-
clude his resignation.
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close the book on this 
dismal chapter. Man 
becomes uncomfortable 
when confronted with 
change or difference, a 
throwback to his prime-
val beginnings in the 
cave. Security is found 
in mingling with those 
of  like faith, for example, 
explaining why there are 
over 2,5000 denomina-
tions in North America. 
There is a desire for the 
status quo, the reason 
we’re so fi xated on the 
past, whether it’s the dis-
covery of  Beatle tapes or 
the auctioning of  Mari-
lyn Monroe’s dainties.

September 11 injured 
the cause of  improving 
race relations as those 
of  Middle Eastern ex-
traction came under the 
microscope. The tendency 
to paint a group with the 
same brush jumped into 
action with no regard to 
considering the individu-
al on his or her merits.

The responsibility for 
laying racism to rest 
starts at the bottom with 
each of  us realizing that 
we are all pilgrims striv-
ing toward a common 
goal, which should be to 
live in harmony, no mat-
ter our difference.

Jim Newton
New Dundee 

Divided we stand
Continued from page 9
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Resale home market part of 2002 boom

BIZPORTFOLIO
Waterloo Region creates more jobs in 2002 Marketing: just so much fl uff?

Ken Olisa, founder, chairman and CEO of London-based Interregnum plc 
will the be keynote speaker at the next Communitech luncheon event, Jan. 
23 at the Waterloo Inn. “Marketing is a Science? Discuss” will be the focus 
of Olisa’s address.

The Waterloo Region is outperforming most of Canada, having created 
8,300 more jobs in 2002, say economists.
According to Statistics Canada., at 5.5 per cent the region has the second-

lowest jobless rate in the country, just behind Edmonton’s 4.8 per cent.
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Funeral Director
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Custom Draperies • Sheers • Blinds
Plus, accent your windows with our

Victorian Accessories & Ruffles by the Yard

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Christmas 
season sees 
many retailers 
spruce up their 

store windows to pro-
mote the festive season, 
a busy time that has a 
big impact on the bottom 
line. But for some opera-
tions, inspiring window 
displays speak for a busi-
ness and are a relatively 
inexpensive marketing 
tool for year-round use.

“I think a well-dressed 
window simply says some-
thing about the store,” 
said Fred Gingrich, 
co-owner and window 
dresser with Brubacher 
Shoes in Elmira. “People 
defi nitely window shop; 
you notice windows, even 
drivers do.” 

That’s not to say shop-
pers just rush into the 
store – the window dis-
play basically sows the 
seed of  interest, said 
Gingrich. “People may 
stop and look … but 
there’s a good chance, if  
they consistently see that 
the windows are well-
dressed and interesting, 

Don’t walk on by
Beyond the Christmas season, some retailers work on window shoppers

that eventually they may 
just stop and investigate. 
That seems to be human 
nature.” 

While windows are 
a great display case 
for product, they also 
convey more subtle mes-
sages, said Gingrich, 
adding that drivers in 
particular will notice the 
overall message of  a win-
dow more than they will 
a single product – in his 
store’s case, shoes. Last 
spring’s display, a bag of  
shoes falling on to the 
display area, for example, 
says “new arrivals com-
ing in so here’s a sack of  
shoes arriving.” 

Sometimes it’s just 
something simple that 
will just catch the eye of  
people driving by. “Right 
now it’s the January 
sale so what I’ve done 
is to draw attention to 
this and covered half  of  
the window with plain 
white paper,” he said, 
adding that the effect 
draws attention because 
the window appears half  
closed. The display en-
courages customers “to 
wonder what’s behind 
that,” he laughed. 

“Keeping [the display] 
different and fresh is 
important,” said Shirley 
Martin of  Shirley’s Win-
dow Creations in Elmira. 
“We want people to think 

we’ve got new ideas and 
we want to show them 
to you.”

Window displays can 
also serve as a testing 
ground for those new 

ideas and products, said 
Pix Martin, who is re-
sponsible for the window 
displays at Reichard’s 
Dry Goods and Draperies. 
“It gives us the chance to 
make up new things to 
see what the reaction is.” 
If  the new items peek cus-
tomer interest, then we 
make more. Conversely, “I 
always look at what we’re 
coming up with in the 
store to refl ect what goes 
in the window, she said. 

Right now, Reichards is 
fi nalizing its open house 
courses and newsletter 
for February, so that will 
be refl ected in the win-
dow, said Pix. 

There are also some 
basic techniques that 
businesses might want to 
consider when they are 
designing their window 
displays, said Martin, 
adding that at Reichard’s, 
the plans can be several 
months in the making. 
“The colour has to be 
good” but “keep the win-
dows simple so there’s a 
clear focus,” Pix advised. 
“A variety of  sizes and 
heights keep your eyes 
moving so that your in-
terest is everywhere and 

you want to stop and look 
because you can’t take it 
in” in one glance.

One of  the most impor-
tant considerations is 
identifying a customer 
base – determining who 
shops in the store and who 
may be tempted to shop in 
the future, said Pix. 

“We want to attract a 
quilter, so I always look 
for quilt related prod-
ucts,” she said, adding 
that this can extend 
outside of  the more tradi-
tional quilt products. 

For Gingrich, a simple 
window display works 
best for his store. Al-
though the message of  
the window is important, 
he doesn’t like to get 
overly symbolic. “It’s not 
my style,” he said, adding 
that his market is look-
ing for a variety of  good 
quality, everyday shoes, 
not occasional evening 
shoes that might warrant 
a fl ashier window. 

Now that Christmas is 
over and a new year un-
derway, Shirley’s Window 
Creations is sporting a 
baby theme. A theme, 
that speaks to new begin-
nings. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fears that farmers 
may not qualify 
for a 4.3-cent hydro 

rate cap were quelled on 
Jan. 9 when the prov-
ince pledged to cover 
all Ontario farmers 
irrespective of  consump-
tion. 

The Ontario Federation 
of  Agriculture (OFA) 

Province agrees to include all farmers in hydro rate cap
received a personal 
assurance from the Min-
ister of  Energy John 
Baird that all farmers 
will qualify for the cap 
embraced in Bill 210, 
said OFA offi cial Keith 
Emery. 

“We were contacted by 
Ministry of  Energy staff  
and received assurance 
that all farmers will be 
covered by the 4.3-cent 
rate cap,” said Emery 

“They’re saying your 
going to be covered even 
if  you are over 150,000 
kilowatt-hours per year,” 
he said.

The announcement from 
Baird’s offi ce came short-
ly after Elgin-Middlesex 
London Liberal MPP 
Steve Peters accused the 
government of  failing 
to meet its obligation to 
protect Ontario farmers 
by placing a consump-

tion cap of  150,000 kwh 
– leaving many farmers 
ineligible for the 4.3 rate 
cap, said Peters. 

While Emery noted the 
government’s move to 
extend the rate cap to all 
farmers is positive, he is 
still waiting for the gov-
ernment to establish the 
qualifi cation guidelines.

“They’re not telling us 
exactly what the criteria 
is going to be. They sim-

ply stated all farmers will 
be covered,” said Emery. 
“Last year, we knew all 
farmers over 150,000 
kwh per year were going 
to be covered based on 
a criteria of  50 employ-
ees or less and that was 
satisfactory to us,” he 
explained, adding that 
defi ning farmers under a 
new classifi cation system 
could be expensive and 
delay rebates. 

“All Ontario citizens 
have a legitimate con-
cern that the system of  
rebating customers is 
bureaucratic and costly 
in its self, I think we 
agree with the need to 
cap electricity rates but 
we also see the need to 
keep the bureaucracy 
costs of  returning that to 
consumers keeping those 
costs under control,” said 
Emery. 

JOANNE PEACH

Buoyed by low interest rates and a strong economy, the resale home 
market set records in 2002. In the major markets, some 296,221 homes 
were sold, up 10.2 per cent over last year, which also established a new 
record, the Canadian Real Estate Association said this week.

REFLECTING BUSINESS STYLE  Window dresser and co-owner of 
Brubacher Shoes, Fred Gingrich in his sale window on Jan. 15. 
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for brokering the con-

tract with the Canadian 
Union of  Public Employ-
ees (CUPE). However, the 
deal was not publicly an-
nounced. 

Similarly, council’s 
intention to apply staff  
raises based on cost-of-
living to council stipends 
on a annual basis was 
put into practice sur-
reptitiously following 
recommendations made 
by a public advisory com-
mittee in 2000. 

Municipal affairs 
specialist Dr. Robert 
Williams, a political 
science professor at the 
University of  Waterloo, 
maintains it is incum-
bent on council to make 
clear its compensation 
adjustment process at the 
get go.  

“If  they said before this 
union negotiation [that] 
any settlement here will 
also be applied to every-
body else, that would 
certainly be important,” 
said Williams in an in-
terview on Jan. 16. “Even 
if  it came out after – ‘our 
policy is now going to be 
that this same decision/
award will now apply to 
everybody – it would at 
least give people a chance 
to respond to it,” he add-
ed. “What this appears to 
do is essentially roll up a 
decision: the process and 
the outcome in one.” 

Discussions about 
council remuneration 
are considered a matter 
of  public process. Under 
the provincial Municipal 
Act, council is permitted 
to enter a closed meeting 
to discuss personnel mat-

ters – raising the issue of  
where elected officials fit 
into the picture.

As far as Mapleton 
Township clerk Patty 
Sinnamon is concerned, 
council members are not 
employees. As such as 
they have no “authority 
under the Municipal Act 
to go into a closed ses-
sion” to negotiate their 
own raise, said Sinna-
mon. In her experience, 
pay scales for councillors 
are discussed during a 
public meeting. 

For Williams, the issue 
is one of  public trust and 
openness.

“The notion that’s it’s 
done in caucus (closed 
session) but not an-
nounced [following the 
decision] in any shape 
or form strikes me as a 
bad practice to follow 

because this is a position 
of  public trust … I think 
members of  council need 
to be upfront about what 
they think their contribu-
tions are worth, it’s not 
something that should be 
a secret,” he said.

The process has been 
a matter of  debate. At-
tempts to establish 
council’s worth, from 
the payment angle,  has 
prompted most area 
municipalities to turn 
to “impartial” advisory 
committees for advice on 
pay increases. 

Mapleton and Wilmot 
townships also used 
the services of  public 
advisory boards. Welles-
ley’s advisory group, 
comprised of  three 
local businesspeople, 
brokered a 40-per-cent 
hike for Bergman and 23 

per cent for council-
lors a month after 
they were elected in 
2000. In their report 
to council, the three 
said, “during our 
review and after 
lengthy discussions 
with appropriate 
personnel, it has 
become apparent 
that a salary adjust-
ment for the mayor 
and councillors in 
the Township of  
Wellesley can be 
justified.”  

Waterloo Regional 
council, meanwhile, 
got similar hikes 
from their advisory 
board on council 
compensation. Un-
like Wellesley, the 
outgoing council  
in 2000 voted to ap-
prove the raise for 

the incoming council, 
said regional chair Ken 
Seiling, adding that the 
raise was necessary to 
bring councillors sti-
pends in line with other 
municipalities. 

According to advi-
sory committee chair 
Rosemary Smith the 
“transfer of  additional 
duties like housing, tran-
sit, ambulance and waste 
management,” down-
loaded by the provincial 
government, warranted 
the raise because coun-
cillors had assumed 
more responsibility. At 
the time, councillors 
were awarded an an-
nual stipend of  $24,743; 
standing committee 
chairs received $28,454. 
As regional council-
lors, the mayors of  both 
Woolwich and Wellesley 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In the past few years, 
salary increases 
based on cost-of-living 

adjustments have become 
standard procedure for 
most local municipal 
employees and councils 
in the Waterloo Region, 
a luxury that is rarely 
extended to the majority 
of  the workforce. 

Prior to the late 1980s, 
most collective bargain-
ing agreements enjoyed 
annual salary reviews, 
which included a Canadi-
an Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) increment. That all 
changed when the reces-
sion hit during the 1990s. 
Both union and non-
union employees were 
faced with salary freezes 
and the term “downsiz-
ing” came synonymous 
with more work for less 
pay. 

And while the economy 
has stabilized since then, 
automatic cost-of-living 

Cost-of-living increases a luxury of the past
Recent changes in local municipal compensation plans bucking trend in the workplace

adjustments (COLA) are 
still not the norm.

“We used to have CPI, 
but it has been dormant 
for at least 10 years,” said 
John Ryrie, president of  
District 24 of  the Ontario 
Secondary School Teach-
ers’ Federation (OSSTF). 

Faced with small or non-
existent raises, teachers 
have taken an 11-per-cent 
loss in income due to in-
flation, he noted.

And the teachers are 
not alone; according to 
Peter Cook, president 
of  the Waterloo Region 
Labour Council, COLA 
clauses are fast becoming 
a thing of  the past. “As 
each set of  negotiations 
come around these (CO-
LAs) are being eroded 
away because more em-
ployers are trying to get 
rid of  the cost of  living 
[clause],” said Cook in a 
recent interview. “Right 
now if  you don’t have it, 
it’s virtually impossible 
to negotiate it. It’s some-
thing that if  you’ve got,  

you’re struggling to keep 
it. No new contracts will 
come out with CPI – it’s 
not easy to get.”

Yet despite this, on Jan. 
6  Wellesley council voted 
itself  and township em-
ployees a three-per-cent 
raise, citing “standard 
practice” to keep in line 
with the CPI. Regular 
increases for councillors, 
in particular, would 
prevent the need for the 
occasional large increase 
to get the honourariums 
back at an appropriate 
level, explained Coun. 
Joe Nowak in a recent 
interview. 

The hike is in line with 
the township’s recent 
negotiations with the 
Canadian Union of  Pub-
lic Employees (CUPE). 
Unionized employees 
in Wellesley Township 
received three per cent, 
therefore non-unionized 
employees and councillors 
received the same boost, 
explained Susan Duke, the 
township’s chief  adminis-

trative officer (CAO). 
Wellesley is not alone, 

however. Similar practic-
es have been put in place 
elsewhere in Waterloo 
Region.

North Dumfries Town-
ship CAO Marvin Bosetti 
confirmed this year council 
voted a 3.5-per-cent increase 
across the board – all em-
ployees and council. 

“Whatever the union 
gets, everybody gets,” 
said Bosetti. 

Last year, the township 
followed a similar course 
giving itself  a three-per-
cent raise. Mapleton 
Township employees 
also received  three per 
cent.  Salaries and coun-
cil stipends in Wilmot 
went up by 2.5 per cent. 
Council honorariums 
in Woolwich increased 
by approximately 1 per 
cent in 2000, approved by 
councillors winding up 
their three-year-term that 
began in 1997. 

It appears that most mu-
nicipalities in the region 

have followed the region’s 
lead. In 2000, regional 
council requisitioned the 
services of  a citizens ad-
visory committee to look 
at council compensation. 
That resulted in a 20-per-
cent raise for councillors. 
The committee also made 
provision for a CPI raise, 
in the second year of  
council’s term. In 2002, 
they received a three- per-
cent increase. 

Rosemary Smith, who 
chaired the 2000 citizens 
advisory committee on 
council compensation, 
said this week that the 
recommendations were 
made to attract “top qual-
ity candidates.” Council 
stipends had not been 
adjusted since 1973 – the 
2000 hike was adjusted 
for “CPI alone.”  

The committee also rec-
ommended that council 
consider an annual CPI 
raise in the future, said 
Smith. “We didn’t have 
a structure in place and 
because of  that we have 

fallen behind what most 
councillors received.” 

The current advisory 
board is in the process of  
considering whether to 
include automatic annu-
al adjustments based on 
CPI. Committee members 
John Doherty, a Kitchen-
er lawyer, and Len Carter, 
former CBC television 
director, both confirmed 
that the committee is 
discussing the previous 
advisory committee’s 
recommendation.  

“Whether it needs an-
nual adjustment or not 
is open for discussion,” 
Doherty said.

An annually adjusted 
system would replace 
the long-established 
practice – still utilized 
in Woolwich – that sees 
councillors just finish-
ing their terms vote on 
a compensation package 
for the next group of  
elected officials. As 2003 
is an election year, the 
issue is expected to be 
front-and-centre. 

Public trust and openness for councillors

received this payment 
on top of  their township 
honourarium. 

According to Williams, 
times are changing when 
it comes to establishing 
council remunerations. 
He put that down to 
provincial downloading, 
which saw municipali-
ties take service formerly 
handled at Queen’s Park.

 “Council is a much 
more demanding set of  
activities, you’ve got to 
become more knowledge-
able and make reasonable 
decisions about a lot of  
things that you didn’t 
have to before,” he said, 
adding that ambulance 
services, roads and social 
services are relatively 
new responsibilities for 
councillors. 

“We felt our community 
wanted to pay reason-
ably and responsibly for 
the quality of  work pro-
vided,” argued Smith. 

When the province 
scaled back on the 
number of  regional 
councillors it created 

more work for everybody, 
added Seiling. Munici-
pal downsizing came at 
about the same time that 
the region voted in fa-
vour of  a significant pay 
raise. Yet even though 
the number of  politi-
cians had been cut, there 
were no financial savings 
for taxpayers. 

Across the region, 
municipal elections in 
November 2000 saw 49 
politicians take office, 
down from 63 before the 
vote – that figure covers 
the region itself, as well 
as the seven member-
municipalities: the cities 
of  Cambridge, Kitchener 
and Waterloo, and the 
townships of  North Dum-
fries, Wellesley, Wilmot 
and Woolwich. Yet, as 
many councils voted for 
significant raises (60 per 
cent in Kitchener, for 
example),  the total bill 
for councillor salaries 
actually increased – to 
$1,250, 201 from $1,232,487 
– even though there were 
14 fewer councillors.

Continued from cover Bill Strauss
MAYOR OF WOOLWICH

COMPENSATION

Doug Bergman
MAYOR OF WELLESLEY

Mayor   $20,000
Mileage  23¢/km
Regional Councillor $25,485
Mileage  37¢/km
GRCA stipend $120/m
(2 meetings per month)
Waterloo North Hydro Stipend 
      Info Not Available
     PLUS...

Mayor   $14,780
Mileage  $2,200
Regional Councillor $25,485
Mileage  37¢/km
GRCA stipend $120/m
(2 meetings per month)
Waterloo North Hydro Stipend 
      Info Not Available
     PLUS...

COMPENSATION

2001-02 2002-03 CURRENT RATE
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

REGION OF WATERLOO

MAPLETON TOWNSHIP

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

$20,000MAYOR $20,000 $20,000
COUNCILLORS $10,000 $10,000 $10,000

AREA COMPENSATION

MILEAGE 23¢ /km
POPULATION FOR TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH IS 18,201

$14,350MAYOR $14,780 $14,780
COUNCILLORS $8,712.48 $8,973.86 $8,973.86

MILEAGE  $2,200 M / $800 C
POPULATION FOR TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY IS 9,365

+2.25% +3%

$2,200 M / $800 C $2,200 / $800

$24,743COUNCILLORS $25,485
COMMITTEE $28,454 $29,308

REGIONAL CHAIR

POPULATION FOR THE REGION OF WATERLOO IS 438,515

+3%

POLICE SERVICE BOARD
$90,102

MILEAGE

+3%
+3%
+3%

35¢ /km 37¢ /km
$6,822
$92,805

$11,000MAYOR $13,500 $13,500
COUNCILLORS $8,000 $10,500 $10,500

MILEAGE
POPULATION FOR MAPLETON TOWNSHIP IS 9,303

NORTH DUMFRIES TWP
MAYOR $15,298

COUNCILLORS $9,722.04
MILEAGE

POPULATION FOR NORTH DUMFRIES TOWNSHIP IS 8,769

+3% +3.5%

37¢ /km

$5,000 M / $1,200 C $5,000 M / $1,200 C $5,000 M / $1,200 C

MAYOR $18,504
COUNCILLORS $9,000 $9,252

+2.8%

POPULATION FOR WILMOT TOWNSHIP IS 14,866

$18,000

1999-2000 +22.5%

+ 2¢ /km

+2.8%

+3% +3.5%
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Off the skid

SPORTSPAGES
Up for a road trip? Machin slips in the standings

The Wellesley Applejacks ended their losing streak on Jan. 11 at home, 
beating the Delhi Travellers 5-2. They travelled to Port Dover the following 
day (Jan. 12) to take on the Sailors, who they proceeded to beat 6-4. That 
brings their record for the season to 15-12-2.

The Junior Development League all-star game goes on the ice tonight in 
Delhi, featuring two players from the Wellesley Applejacks on the rosters. 
Wes Hauck and Chris Cook take the Jacks’ pride down to the game, which 
starts tonight (Jan. 18) at 7:30 p.m.

Elmira Sugar Kings top scorer Jeremy Machin has been slipping in the 
Midwestern Junior B league points standing of late. In the last month 
Machin has gone from tied for second place, to third, to where he sits as 
of Jan. 16 – fourth. 

10 Church St. W., 2nd Floor - Olde Town Village • 519 669-8967

SATURDAY JANUARY 25th, 10:30 - 12:00 noon
Bring the family - Door Prizes, Kids Colouring Contest

COME CHEER ON THE GALS AND GUYS CHALLENGE!

NEW 

HOURS!

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

ELMIRAThe Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival Committee

will be accepting applications for funds from 
NON-PROFIT Charitable Organizations.

Please call or write as soon as possible to:

RONDA FRASER, TREASURER
5 First Street East

Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2E3
TEL: 669-2605

Completed applications must be returned
to her by February 28, 2003

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s always easy to tell when 
the junior girls’ volleyball 
team is on the court at 
Elmira District Secondary 

School (EDSS) and in the mid-
dle of  routing their opponent 
– just listen for the cheers.

As their own biggest cheer-
leaders, the squad of  14 Grade 
9 and 10 students at EDSS has 
been spiking their way through 
the volleyball season in the 
Waterloo County Secondary 
School Athletic Association 
(WCSSAA) league, topping off  
each successful play with a 
chorus of  ‘yay’ that resonates 
throughout the hallways.

“We’re one of  the only teams 
in the league that does that,” 
said team member Alyssa 
James. “It helps us keep each 
other in the game; if  somebody 
misses something they’re al-
ready feeling bad about it and 
they don’t want the rest of  
the team to be feeling down as 
well.”

“It’s going to help us up after 
we’ve missed a set too,” added 
teammate Lianna Ragula.

The girls haven’t been miss-
ing too many sets so far this 
year. As of  Jan. 15 their record 
was 6-1, not counting the two 
tournaments in Goderich and 
Niagara Falls where they re-
turned as victors.

“Considering the majority of  

Taking their season to the net
EDSS junior girls’ volleyball team powering through season

the team are first-year players, 
I think we’re doing really well,” 
said Christine Fay prior to the 
team’s Jan. 15 win over the 
Waterloo-Oxford Crusaders in 
three straight sets.

“It’s kind of  like starting 
from scratch because when 
you come from Grades 6, 7 and 

8 volleyball, it’s definitely not 
the same,” explained James. 
“Everybody thinks ‘oh, they’re 
from a hick town, we’re go-
ing to beat them;’ but then we 
come out with a bang and beat 
them.”

The team’s only loss came 
against Galt Collegiate in Cam-

bridge on Jan. 9, and the girls 
say they’ve learned from that 
experience and are commit-
ted to applying themselves to 
the rest of  the season with the 
goal of  repeating as WCSSAA 
champs.

“Now that we’ve lost to a team 
that we weren’t expecting to, 

we’re going to kick it up a 
notch,” said James, quickly fol-
lowed by Fay who added, “it’s 
more of  a mental preparation. 
Our skills are okay.”

One thing the girls feel helps 
their team is the experience 
of  their coaches. Don James 
– Alyssa’s father – leads a trio 
of  coaches that also includes 
his wife Yvonne and teacher 
Barb Gaudet.

“We have one of  the best 
coaches because they always 
tell us what’s wrong. Some say 
‘it’s okay, get back into it,’ but 
then you make the same mis-
take again. We always learn 
from our mistakes and in prac-
tice there are certain things 
they teach us that are so help-
ful,” explained Alyssa James.

That’s certainly visible when 
the girls take to the court – 
Don’s voice is heard often over 
the court as be both encourages 
the great plays and doles out 
the tips on how to prevent a 
misplay. Players are rotated on 
the court frequently as well, en-
suring that each of  the 14 girls 
has an opportunity to contrib-
ute to the team’s effort.

It all works, as when sweeping 
the Crusaders in three straight 
matches the girls showed how 
the skills, enthusiasm and ex-
perience come together. They 
outpaced Waterloo-Oxford by 
four points in the first match, 
10 in the second and eight in 
the third.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With 10 games left in 
the regular season the 
Elmira Sugar Kings 

are increasingly in a do-or-die 
situation where every game is 
crucial if  the team wants to see 
any playoff  action.

A weekend of opposites as Kings lose big, win big
Kings need to bring their “A-game” as battle shapes up for playoff positions

That goal seemed like a shaky 
premise last weekend as the 
Kings took only two points of  
a possible six in a three-game 
weekend of  Mid-Western Jr. 
B play.

A penalty-riddled game in 
Stratford Jan. 10 started the 
weekend off  poorly for the 
Kings who, despite doling out 

some good beatings to the 
Stratford lineup, were well-
whipped by the league-leading 
Cullitons 9-1.

The squad fought back Jan. 
11 in Brantford, with goalie 
Erol Kahraman earning the 
shutout as his teammates 
made quick work of  the Gold-
en Eagles in an 8-0 win. The 

clincher on the weekend was 
the second game against the 
Cullitons Jan. 12 in Elmira, 
where despite the 5-1 final 
score, the Kings showed they 
can play a fast, clean, hard-
hitting game with the big boys 
– at least for two periods.

“Our execution was very 
good, our work ethic and 

battle level was really high … 
unfortunately Stratford kind 
of  burst our bubble in the 
third,” explained head coach 
Kevin Bloch. “We made some 
mental errors, and they have a 
good team so they pounced on 
them. You’ve got to be happy 
with the two periods that we 

 See STRATFORD Page 14

HUGO RODRIGUES

HERE’S A TIP Christine Fay tips the ball over the net in the Elmira District Secondary School’s win over Waterloo-Oxford in junior 
girls volleyball play in Elmira Jan. 14. The win in three straight matches brought the girls to a 6-1 record.



14    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • SPORTS PAGES • JANUARY 18, 2003 JANUARY 18, 2003 • SPORTS PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  15

Ice Fishing 101: Lessons from the school of hard knocks
THE NOT-SO-GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN
STEVE GALEA

As ice fi shermen 
go, I’m no expert. 
In fact, if  you 

hear someone scream-
ing “Amen!” after that 
statement, it’s probably 
someone I’ve fi shed with.  

However, my inept-
ness might be helpful 
to those hoping to avoid 
those gaping auger holes 
that I routinely step into. 
There’s something to be 
said for learning from 
the mistakes of  others. 
So, if  you look at it that 
way, I’m a walking-talk-
ing hard water educator; 
a veritable PhD of  the Ice 
Capades.  

After years of  fl ounder-
ing about the ice fl oes 
here’s what I have dis-
covered. First, ice fi shing 
is not the mindless sport 
that some suggest. That 

glazed look worn by its 
practitioners happens 
routinely when labora-
tory animals have their 
body temperatures re-
duced to cryogenic levels. 
Why should winter an-
glers be different?

Far from unintelligent, 
the successful ice fi sher 
requires the guile and 
know-how required to 
use hook, line, sinker, 
and bait to fool a suspi-
cious and wily adversary. 
After you sneak past your 
wife though, the rest is 
relatively easy.

Yet if  you think that 
this equipment betrays 
a simple nature, guess 
again. The average ice 
fi sherman catches fi sh 
with less than $10 worth 
of  equipment and a bell. 
And those are the high-

tech guys. 
Compare that to the bass 

fi sherman who cruises 
those waters in summer 
with $30,000 boat, a $40,000 
rig to tow it with, six rods, 
12 tackle boxes, a fi sh 
fi nder, electric motor, and 
enough bass-inspired edu-
cational material to fi ll 
the Library of  Congress. 
On a fair day, he’ll catch 
two or three wormy keep-
ers. Now who’s simple?

There are other things a 
prospective ice fi sherman 
should know. For instance, 
the number of  lines you 
are permitted varies with 
the body of  water. On the 

lake I regularly loiter on, 
you are allowed only one 
line. Mine is, “The fi sh 
weren’t biting.” 

Neophytes should realize 
that a day on the ice can 
be a life-or-death struggle 
against the elements. The 
price of  success can be 
discomfort and a willing-
ness to suffer. It’s very 
much like marriage.  

I remember one foray. 
The elements were as 
miserable as I have ever 
seen. The heat was so 
uneven that my chateau-
briand scorched on one 
side and the béarnaise 
sauce curdled. I told my 

host that he had better 
get a new grill console for 
his ice hut. Distraught, he 
agreed, as he jigged from 
over the side of  the Ja-
cuzzi. Suffering, we were 
forced to sip on fl avoured 
coffee as we watched the 
hockey game. But don’t 
let that discourage you. 
On most days, conditions 
are tolerable.

Still, the icy envi-
ronment can be a 
treacherous place. Made 
all the more so by those 
hardy souls that drill 
holes in it. A size-nine 
boot will fi t in a freshly 
bored eight-inch diame-
ter hole. It shouldn’t, but 
it does. It’s like that egg 
and bottle experiment 
you did in school. You’ll 
have plenty of  time to 
recollect this as you try 

to dislodge your frozen 
thigh. But, and this is the 
fun part, the guys will 
laugh until you are blue 
in the face and possibly 
other extremities. 

Unless, of  course, the 
bite is on. In which case, 
the fellow whose fi shing 
hole you’re obstructing 
will haul you out hand 
over hand in record time. 
As you wriggle on the ice, 
you’ll thank him too.

As you may have gath-
ered, it all boils down to 
fi shing hole placement. 
You can drill one honey 
hole and fi sh will prac-
tically line up to see 
daylight.  Or you can per-
forate the lake a hundred 
times to no avail. In the 
end, regardless of  what 
anyone says, ice fi shing is 
simply boring.  

  When fi re broke out at Gary Schmidt’s farm, he used a fi re extinguisher to 
keep the fl ames from spreading. His damage claim $10,000, but it could have 
easily been $250,000.
  Under Gary’s insurance policy with North Waterloo Farmers Mutual, a loss 
prevention specialist showed him how to minimize or eliminate potential 
hazards. As an incentive, a portion of the cost of the fi re extinguisher was 
provided by North Waterloo.
  Call us today to learn more about this valuable service.

This fi re extinguisher is worth $240,000. GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611
1-888-453-3766

mail@gleesoninsurance.com

played – we really proved 
to ourselves that we can 
play with this club and 
that we can raise the bar 
and the expectations for 
our level of  play.”

Indeed the Kings did 
keep the Cullitons on 
the ropes for the fi rst 40 
minutes of  the game, as 
they cycled the puck and 
gave the Cullitons some 
pause by keeping play 
in the Stratford end as 
much as possible. Kah-
raman was solid in net 
– bringing loud applause 
from the boisterous 
crowd on numerous oc-
casions throughout the 
fi rst two periods as he 
smothered several dan-
gerous shots.

The Kings’ lone goal 
would be a goalpost ef-
fort early in the second 
period, as a Ryan Ben-
esch slapshot whizzed 
past Stratford’s Ryan 
MacDonald and rang off  

Stratford a scary proposition for eighth-place Kings
Continued from page 13 the crossbar and into the 

net, bringing the game to 
1-0 for Elmira.

Stratford would even 
up the game at 1-1 before 
the period was out. The 
Cullitons then scored an-
other four unanswered 
goals in the third frame 
after the Kings had ap-
parently packed it in for 
the night.

“I’m not quite sure 
where to pinpoint it,” 
said captain Allan Wong 
when asked at what 
point the team lost mo-
mentum. “It seemed like 
when they scored their 
second goal it shut us 
down a bit and we didn’t 
rebound back from that 
goal.”

“We had a game plan 
in line tonight and we 
followed the game plan 
well for a couple of  peri-
ods and it got away from 
us in the third,” echoed 
Bloch, adding “you may 
not think 5-1 is close, but 

I think it is. We proved 
we could play with them; 

we got close to them and 
next time we’ve got to 
beat them.”

‘Next time’ may be in 
the playoffs if  the Kings’ 
maintain their current 
eighth-place standing at 
the end of  regular season 
play – which would get 
them into the fi rst round 
of  the playoffs against 
the Cullitons. Based 
on their record against 
Stratford so far this sea-
son a fi rst-round against 
the Cullitons could mean 
the earliest exit for the 
Kings in 10 years.

Bloch and Wong both 
see the weekend games 

– yesterday (Jan. 17) in 
Listowel and tomorrow 
(Jan. 19) versus Owen 
Sound – as crucial to 
both getting into the 
playoffs and higher than 
eighth place. The league 
remains tight, with fi ve 
points separating Elmi-
ra from fi fth spot.

“Next weekend is a 
huge two games … We 
can reach [fi fth-place 
Listowel] if  we win those 
two games, so we’re go-
ing to have to bring our 
‘A’ game next weekend,” 
explained Wong, adding 
“we just have to come 
out banging and fi nish-

ing our checks; just keep 
playing hard and keep 
things simple.”

“We’re not really in a 
position where we can 
jockey or try and pick our 
spot. We’re just trying 
to play hard every night 
and get our team playing 
really hard playoff-style 
hockey and make the 
playoffs so we can go from 
there,” added Bloch.

“We’ll take it one game 
at a time and we can’t 
afford to piss any games 
away. We have to make 
sure we’re bearing down 
and getting points. We 
need points.”

AND THE SHOT Sugar King 
Ryan Benesch (front) watches 
the follow through on his pass 
to linemate Ken Dunn. Dunn 
took the shot, which was well-
saved by Stratford goalie Ryan 
MacDonald.

HUGO RODRIGUES

HUGO RODRIGUES

NICE NET Stratford Cullitons goalie Ryan MacDonald takes a skate out of his crease during second-period play in Elmira Jan. 12, bumping into 
Sugar King Adam Love while Sugar King Gary Martin looks on.
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 YOUR WEEKLY UPDATE ON LOCAL BOWLING SCORES
BOWLINGSCORES

Friday, January 24, 2003, 8:00pm
at the Drayton Festival Theatre

with special guest
SOLITARY MAN

Neil Diamond

Tickets at Drayton Festival Theatre
BOX OFFICE: (519) 638-5555

THE BEE GEES

Stayin' Alive

BOUNTY ENTERPRISES PRESENTS

Tickets 

$27.50

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira (Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons)

669-4425

MASSAGE THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 

• Hearing Tests 
• Hearing Aids
• Reflexology 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“Meeting all your health & wellness needs”

No referrals necessary.

Juliane Shantz Krista McLeod

KIDS 
EAT 
FREE

Some restrictions apply
1 Kid per Adult Meal • Kids up to 10 years

Selected menu, with purchase of a child's drink
4 p.m. to close, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday only

5 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs    664-2373

OFFER ENDS FEB. 15, 03

HARVEST 
MOON

FAMILY RESTAURANT

Stew Sauder Bowls 384 Single

Mon. Aft Ladies: Yvonne 
Deen 593(233), Isabel 
Mackinstosh 575(215), Grace 
deBoer 548, Hennie Vanelswyk 
529, Lorraine Wilhelm 515
Mon. Early Birds: Lorraine 

Kidd 754(309), Barb Maxwell 
736(286), Agnes Downey 582, 
Marie Brubacher 564(226), 
Dorothy Cherry 564(222) Here 
for Fun are in first place.
Tues. +55: Lorne Martin 

659(255), Clair Zubrigg 
628(256), Melvin Snyder 623, 
Jackie Goodwin 603(236), Lil 
McKee 535(208), Martha Jonas 

534(245)
Tues. Mixed: Ray Olsen 

645(255), Vie Martin 564(271), 
Mary Jordan 523(195), Pat Allgeier 
497(198), Jack Soeder 464(170), 
Russ Soeder 335(148) 4 Deeres 
and a Buck are in first place.
Wed. +55: Gord Trapp 598(210), 

Donna Carney 597(204), Lorraine 
Kidd 595(274), Doris Eix 557(205), 
Karl Jordan 554(233), John 
Rehberg 540
Industrial Men: Arnie Gingrich 

758(276), Larry Wilkie 677(253), 
Kurt Wilkie 626(266), Larry 
Shoemaker 593(257), Bob Merner 
593 The Pinbenders are in first 
plece.

Town Men: George Tughan 
768(296), Norm Bader 684, Jason 
Morby 684(265), Shaun Schedler 
684, Hank Brubacher 671 Cherry 
Bus Lines are in first.
Fri Mixed: Dianne Lichty 

454(229), Ron Tindall 434(250), 
Bev Wendland 429(247), Mandy 
Wilson 408(231), Bill Ferrier 
405(219), Ron Stemmler 400(221)
Mennonite Men: Stew Sauder 

751(384), Peter Hollman 697(291), 
Glenn Martin 696(280), Laverne 
Martin 657, Manny Metzger 650
Sun. Mixed: George Tughan 

748(312), Mike Noble 717(331), 
Brian Bettridge 680(252), Florence 
Engler 560(218), Peggy Morrison 
528(245), Judie Tughan 520(212)
Youth Bowling: M&M Kids 

– Erin Cassel 101, Cobi Morris 

94, Cole Donkersgoed 137, Alt 
Morris 122, Eric Bader 115
Pee Wee: Silver Schaefer 

140(73), Jennifer Malina 
131(78), Rachel Cassel 119(62), 
Annemarie Connolly 108, Daniel 
Martin 195(108), Aaron Arbuckle 
118(66), Jason Detweiler 116
Bantams: Jorden 

Donkeresgoed 480(206), Kelsy 
Somers 383(159), Courtney 
Allen 321(150), Jeremy Bowman 
308(117), Jordan Soehner 
302(116), Eileen Martin 227(84)
Jrs./Srs.: Mike Habschied 

608(246), Michelle Blake 
559(191), Derek Wilken 
509(193), Jen Walter 507(190), 
Richard Detweiler 506, Amanda 
Malina 462(201), Rachel Perry 
450(179)

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira Sugar King 
Kevin Labatte did 
the club proud Jan. 

15 as he earned player-
of-the-game honours in 
the Mid-Western Jr. B 
all-star game held at the 
Kitchener Auditorium’s 
Kinsmen Arena.

Part of  an overall six-
point effort by the five 
Sugar Kings that took 
part in the game, Labatte 
notched a hat trick as he 
helped his ‘Team East’ 
– coached by Cambridge 
Winterhawk coach John 
East – to an 8-2 whip-
ping of  team Flanaghan 
coached by Stratford 
Cullitons GM and coach 
Denis Flanaghan.

Labatte’s first goal came 
off  an assist from Kitch-
ener’s Brian Fitzgerald 

Kings do well at 
all-star game

Labatte earns player of the game for Team East in Jan. 15 showdown

Kevin Labatte

at the six-minute mark in 
the second period, which 
he followed up on at the 
end of  the period off  an 
assist from Guelph’s Jim 
Misurka.

Labatte would cap off  
his hat trick in the third 
period off  another assist 
from Fitzgerald. Quality 
of  play would become the 
determinant in his selec-

tion as player of  the game 
for his team though, 
since Team East’s Keefe 
Snowden of  Cambridge 
also notched a hat trick.

Overall, the Kings made 
a solid contribution to 
both teams in the all-star 
game. Labatte’s team-
mates on Team East Allan 
Wong and Kyle Rank both 
notched assists – Wong on 
Snowden’s third goal and 
Rank on a goal by Strat-
ford’s Tyler Canal.

Over on team Flanaghan, 
Sugar King Jeremy 
Machin also notched an 
assist in the team’s second 
and last goal for the game. 
Machin got the point on a 
pass to Stratford’s Kend-
rick Nicholson, who then 
passed the puck to Cam-
bridge goal-scorer Bryan 
Little.

The Kitchener Dutch-
men were the only other 

team in the league who 
managed to make a six-
point contribution to the 
night, although the Cam-
bridge Winterhawks were 
a close second with their 
players contributing four 
points.

The Mid-Western Jr. B 
regular season is quickly 
headed towards the play-
offs, with just over 50 
games remaining in its 
290-game season. The 
last regular season games 
are scheduled for Feb. 16, 
with the first round of  
the playoffs seeing the top 
eight teams square off  for 
the Cherrey Cup.

Elmira, the defending 
Cherrey Cup champions, 
went into its Jan. 17 game 
in Listowel tied with the 
Waterloo Siskins for the 
eighth and final playoff  
spot with 32 points on the 
season.

CHAMPIONS OF ONTARIO’S WEST COAST

SUBMITTED PHOTO

FIRST ONE’S A KEEPER The Elmira District Secondary School junior girls volleyball team returned the victors from a tournament held at 
Goderich and District Collegiate Institute two weekends ago. The girls repeated that accomplishment last weekend (Jan. 11-12) in Niagara 
Falls as they won a tournament at Westlake Secondary School.

UPCOMING SPORTING EVENTS?
AMAZING COMEBACK STORIES?

LOCAL SPORTS HEROES?
Let us know, call Hugo 669-5790 x101
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GOT
SCORES?
WE WANT 

THEM!
COACHES & 

CONVENORS,
CONTACT

HUGO RODRIGUES
669-5790 X101
TO GET YOUR

TEAM PACKAGE

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance 

Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Commercial

Woolwich Minor Hockey
Girls Novice

Jan. 11
Kitchener Wizzards 2 Woolwich 2
Goals: Carly Horst, Melanie 
Schwartzentruber.
Assists: Carly Horst, Lauren 
Oaks, Sarah Church.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD

Major Atom
Jan. 8

Dundas 3 Woolwich 0
Jan. 13

Woolwich 0 Dundas 2
Minor Pee Wee “A”

OMHA Playoff Rnd. 1
Jan. 11

Woolwich 3 Guelph 2
Goals: Ben Ahier, Alex Dunn, 
Robert Hinschberger.
Assists: Ben Ahier, Luke Shantz.

Jan. 12
Guelph 3 Woolwich 5
Goals: Jason Young (2), Ben 
Ahier, Stevie Clement, Alex 

Dunn.
Assists: Stevie Clement (2), Ryan 
Eloy, Caleb Redekop, Nathan Van 
Gerwen, Jason Young, Ben Ahier, 
Nick Timmerman.

Bantam
Jan. 5

New Hamburg 3 Woolwich 
Two 3
Goals: Shane McTavish, Andrew 
Frey, Tanner Hackbart.
Assists: Shane McTavish, David 
DaRosa, Shane Lunney.

Jan. 7
Platsville 3 Woolwich Two 0

Jan. 11
Woolwich Two 1 Ayr 3
Goals: David DaRosa.
Assists: Derek Goetz, Shane 
Lunney.

Jan. 14
Woolwich Two 2 Twin Centre 
3
Goals: Nick Monk, Tanner 
Hackbart.
Assists: David DaRosa, Derek 
Goetz, Jeff Swartzentruber, Greg 
Shantz.

Midget “A”
Jan. 11

Hespeler 2 Woolwich 3
Goals: Mike Mohle, Steve 
Johnson, Matt Snyder.

Assists: Steve Johnson, Peter 
Schmidt, Brock Zinken, Jason 
Weber.

Jan. 12
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 3
Goals: Dan Martin, Peter 
Schmidt.
Assists: Jared Redekop, Adam 
Shantz, Dan Martin, Brock 
Zinken.

Midget “AA”
Jan. 9

Stoney Creek 2 Woolwich 2
Goals: Travis Martin, Shawn 
Dunn.
Assists: Shawn Dunn, Blake 
Martin (2), Travis Martin.

Jan. 10
Woolwich 4 Milton 0
Goals: Mike Young, Blake 
Martin, Jeremy Weber, Tim 
Freeman.
Assists: Blake Martin (2), Tim 
Freeman, Simon McGhee, Shawn 
Dunn, Cory Wideman.

Woolwich Ringette
Bunnies
Jan. 11

Kitchener 9 Woolwich 5
Goals: Emma Davidson, Jocelyn 
Lubert (4).
Assists: Lea Olsthoorn, Hailie 
Pavanel, Emma Davidson.

Petite
Jan. 11

Woolwich 3 Hanover 4
Goals: Cassey Ruppel, Amanda 
Poole (2).
Assists: Kassy Fritz (2), Nicole 
Mitchell.
Woolwich 2 Hanover 3
Goals: Bethany Logan, Michelle 
Lee.
Assists: Christina Wilkinson, 
Andrea Mitchell.

A NEWSPAPER AS
INSPIRATION?

KRISTA BEISEL
OBE DAN BI VILLAGE

GHANA

While traveling in Ghana to help build houses 
for Habitat for Humanity last December, Krista 
remembered the one thing which helps inspire 
any emerging community - a GREAT community 
newspaper. Woolwich Observer - an inspiration 
for any community in any country.

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES LTD • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS
WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • SELBY’S FRESHMART • FRANK MAHOVALICH • ELMIRA RACEWAY • VOISIN MOTORS

WEEKLY

TOP 
20

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF    
  1. Brewster Pat (1) 265         393       658         48
  2. Brewster Alan 246         402       648         53
  3. Trumper Peter   243         387       630         44
  4. Marshall Shawn     266         363       629         48
  5. Brubacher Jim  264         363       627         44
  6. Friesen Landon      264         363       627         46
  7. Shantz Max  264         362       626         53
  8. Hammer Madelyn  264         362       626         59
  9. Ellacott Mark    266         355       621         50
10. Hammer Lynnette  261         360       621         49

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF
11. Caetano Holly 254         366        620        39
12. Calder Dave         261         358        619        48
13. Yost William        242         375        617        37
14. Bauman Nyle         260         357        617        51
15. Trimble Mark      259         358        617        55
16. Hockley Wayne       273         343        616        44
17. Fitzsimmons Steve 259         357        616        40
18. Smith Shawn        251         364        615        42
19. Schinkman Dana    248         367        615        40
20. Husquarna   251         364        615        46

$200.00
SHOP
SPREE

Free Grocery Store Trip
VALUE: $200

120 Oriole PkwyELMIRA - 669-2333

SPONSORED BY:
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60 First St. E. • (519) 669-5166 60 Howard Ave. • (519) 669-5198

Div. of Fred Elliott Coach Lines Ltd.
School Buses Available for Charter

ELMIRA
BUS LINES

Wallenstein • (519) 669-5143

(519) 669-5478 • 1-800-265-6126

50 Benjamin Rd. E., Wloo. • (519) 884-9295

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com

50 Memorial Ave. • (519) 669-5203

BANK • OFFICE • RESIDENTIAL
Michael E. Ehrlich

Wallenstein • (519) 669-2231

Wallenstein
General  Store
• Groceries • Hardware • Dry Goods •

From Bulk Foods to Farm Boots
From Wrenches to Farm Fences

Advance
Millwrights

Inc.
21 Howard Ave., Unit 3 • (519) 669-4200

adv.mill@rogers.com

(519) 669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

A division of Grandridge Farms Inc.

Specializing in: Local & Long Distance Trucking
Flatbeds • Rack & Tarps • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

43 Arthur St. N. • 669-5377

TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
CARDLOCK FUEL MANAGEMENT

Allen Morrison • (519) 669-2632

For all your insurance needs!

Home  Auto  Life  RRSPs Farm  Business  Group

95 Southfield Dr  • (519) 669-1842

ROLAN INC
ELECTRIC MOTOR

Sales & Repair

RR#1 1420 Lobsinger Ln., Wloo. • 664-2750
Fax: 664-1505  •  www.martinsapples.com

3730 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2263

CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 

12.5 Ton boom truck
30 ton mobile crane

RR #3 Wallenstein (Reg. Rd. 17) • (519) 698-2152

Martin’s Dry Goods
Fabrics & Quilting Supplies
China Dinner Sets • Cutlery

Watches • Pens • Pocket Knives

2192 Floradale Rd. • (519) 669-1381

HILLCREST
Home Baking

MAY SALE - May 14th-26th

10% discount on fabrics, hosery, books, towels, hats, 
dinnersets, glassware, flatware, bibles, china

50% discount on boys suits

30 Church St. W. • (519) 669-2645
DAMAR FUELS LIMITED

1600 King St. N., St. Jacobs • (519) 664-3728

decortile
www.decortile.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FLOOR COVERINGS

Regional Rd. 23 • 664-3701

One Kilometre south of 
Winterbourne on Waterloo 

Regional Rd. 23

59 Church St. W. • (519) 669-1521

Restaurant & Catering

WS: 1-800-268-4931 & 519-664-2237

Conestogo
MFE: 1-800-265-2203 & 519-323-1880

W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
Mt. Forest

Mt. Forest Elevators

27 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-3658

Read’s
Decorating

SINCE 1961

Specializing in Paint &  Wallcoverings

50 Arthur St. • (519) 669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED

RR#2 Breslau • (519) 648-2608

20 Arthur St. N. • (519) 669-4025

EQUIPMENT LTD.

Established 1972

PO Box 130, Elmira • (519) 669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

29 Broadway St., Hawkesville • (519) 699-4641 9 Mill St. • (519) 669-5161

ELMIRA 
BLOOD
DONOR 
CLINIC

Where: Elmira Raceway, Carriage Hall, 28 Snyder Ave. S.
When: Thursday, Jan. 23, 2003 - 1:30pm - 8:30pm
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FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

3 Column Ad....................$35.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$11.90+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......85¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED PETS BUSINESS       
OPPORTUNITIES

EMPLOYMENT

HOW HAVE YOUR WOOLWICH COUNCILLORS FARED
THIS YEAR? SEE THE OBSERVER’S REPORT CARDS!

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

S P U N A S C I I F E S T E R
T I N E S C O R N E L M I R A
E N G L I S H M E N S L I E S T
A T O L L M E N T I L D E S
R A D I O T E L E S C O P E
N I L E R A Y P R O S L S D
S L Y E A R C R E N E L A T E

I M P F E U D O K I E
A C O U S T I C C O U P L E R

G L U T A G U E G I L
M A L A Y A L A M A L E C A B
T N T A V E R A N I S H I A

P R I S O N V I S I T O R S
O N E I D A Y A M T E R R A
B I G C A T N A T A T O R I A L
E N G A G E E L A T E N A I L
Y E S S E S E A R E D O L D Y

SEE
PAGES 

6-7

Now Hiring for
St. Jacobs location

Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.
What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees. 
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
1229 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Full Time Storefront
Day Shift

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY WORKSHOP

with Dr. Bryan Lawrence D.C.
Pressure Points are areas of Stored Stress on a nerve pathway.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:
• FATIGUE • HEADACHES • LOW BACK PAIN • NECK PAIN

• SINUS & ALLERGIES • ARM and WRIST PAIN (Carpel Tunnel Syndrome)

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING (Arms & Legs)

Learn How Gentle Light Touch Will Assist
Your Body To Promote Improved Health.
“Address the Cause, not the Symptoms”

WHEN: Wednesday, January 22, 2003  6:30-8:00 pm
WHERE: 30 Dupont St. East, Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item to be donated to the local Food Bank

CALL 746-4144... SPACE IS LIMITED

PERMANENT PART-TIME
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Must have experience with Windows 

98 and Microsoft Office.
•

Accounting and personal tax preparation 
background would be an asset.

•
Must be able to work full-time hours 

from April 1 - May 10th. Part-time 
hours year round for a minimum of 

10-15 hours per week.
•

Please forward all resumes including 
references to:
P.O. Box 51

Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5
or fax: (519) 669-2440

We thank all applicants; however
only those selected for an interview 

will be contacted.

ASSISTANT 
BOOKKEEPER/PHONE 

RECEPTIONIST
ELMIRA FARM SERVICE (2000) LTD.

Is now accepting applications for the 
position of full-time assistant bookkeeper/
phone receptionist.
This position requires a person with a prov-
en accounting background and experience 
as a phone receptionist.
Please forward your resumé in confidence 
to:   
 Elmira Farm Service (2000) LTD. 
 c/o Darrell MacMillan 
 P.O. Box 188, 
 Elmira, ON., N3B 2Z6
Applicants selected for an interview will be 
contacted. Thank you for your interests in this 
position.

Apply in person w/ resume to:
HARVEST MOON RESTAURANT
5 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs, ON

WAIT STAFF
FULL-TIME or PART-TIME
ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE

HARVEST 
MOON

FAMILY RESTAURANT

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

Large 2 Bedroom Apart-
ment close to downtown. 
Includes fr idge, stove, 
washer, dryer. $625/mth 
plus utilities. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Call 669-2786 or 
669-3500. 

HELP WANTED

Willing Plus Staffing is 
now hiring for DC Foods. 
Long - term, temporary 
position in Waterloo.  Food 
production/packaging, san-
itation - day and midnight 
shif ts. Call Willing Plus 
Staffing 1-800-817-6952. 
Find the help you need. 
Adver tise in Observer 
Classifieds. 

HELP WANTED

New Orleans Pizza is 
about to open its 8th loca-
tion and is now hiring for its 
new St. Clements location. 
Interviews for Manage-
ment, Staff and Delivery 
Drivers will be held on Mon-
day, January 20th from 4 to 
8 p.m. Apply in Person to 
New Orleans Pizza, 3650 
Lobsinger Line, St. Clem-
ents (next to St. Clements 
Food Town). 
Person required to gather 
and grade eggs on a poultry 
farm in Yatton area. Mon-
day through Friday, 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. or 7 to noon and 2 
to 4 p.m. Apply in person to 
Frey’s Hatchery, 80 North-
side Drive, St. Jacobs.

Boxing Day Specials 
Extended till Jan. 31. Fan-
tastic savings on clear-out 
items, one-of-a-kinds fridg-
es, stoves, microwaves and 
more. Walters Appliances 
Elmira, 669-2007.
Games, N64. WCW vs 
NWO World Tour and 
Turok 2. $20/both. Call  
698-2637.
Chair, Office. Grey, low 
back, 5 casters. Great 
shape. $20. 699-4261.
Office Desk. With 3 draw-
ers. $35. Call 699-4261.
Toy, Little Tikes Party 
Kitchen. Great shape. $50. 
May deliver.  699-4693.
Exerciser, Gravity. Health-
ware, similar to rower. $50. 
Call 664-2147.
Skiis, Downhill. Dynamic, 
165 cm. Bindings. Size 7-
71/2. $50.  664-2147.
Dining Room Suite - Solid 
oak table, 6 chairs, buffet 
and hutch, server. Excel-
lent condition. $1800.00. 
Call 669-8544.

AUTOMOTIVE

1999 Ram 1500 SLT Quad 
Cab. One owner, most op-
tions, moulded running 
boards, $17995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
1999 Neon Highline. Very 
low kms, one owner, very 
clean, $8995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
1998 Ram 1500 ST. 
One owner, V8, auto, air, 
8’box, $12495. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
1998 Ford F150 XLT Su-
percab. Flareside model, 
most options $17995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.
1996 Ford Windstar GL. 
Loaded incl. quad seats, 
low kms, $7995. Voisin’s  
669-2831.
1998 Grand Caravan LE. 
All wheel drive, one owner, 
super low kms, $17995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.
1993 Chrysler Concorde. 
Big V6 power, 5 passenger, 
very clean, $3995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
2000 Chrysler LHS. The 
ultimate in luxury, low kms, 
warranty, $23995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
Find the ride of your life in 
Observer Classifieds.
2000 Chrysler Neon LX. 
Loaded, one owner, low 
kms, $11995. Voisin Chrys-
ler 669-2831.
2000 Chrysler Cirrus, 
special edition. One own-
er, low kms $13995. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Caravan Sport. Wow! 
One owner, all options, bal 
of 5/100 warranty, $18995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.

6 Week Old Vaccinated 
Puppies. Blue Heeler - 
Collie. German Shepherd 
marking. $50. 519-669-
2061. Fire No. 1211

WORK WANTED

Mature Lady Seeking part-
time office work. Computer 
literate. No bookkeeping. 
Resume available. Own 
car. Call (519)880-8600.

CHILD CARE & 
CARE GIVING

Child Care Available. Lo-
cal, experienced caregiver 
available for full or part-time 
childcare. Daily scheduled 
activities include education-
al games, crafts, and play 
groups. Competitive rates. 
References available. Call 
Kristina 669-3880.

HEALTH CARE

Wanted: 212 People 
to lose 10 - 200 lbs. No 
calorie counting, no food 
restrictions, no meetings. 
Call  519-222-1974 (lo-
cal call).

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Residential Cleaner Avail-
able weekly/bi-weekly. Ex-
perienced, honest, reliable. 
References available. Lo-
cated near West Montrose. 
Call 669-1681.
Do You Need a cleaning 
lady to clean your house? 
Well give Darlene a call at 
638-2655 evenings or my 
cell at 502-4059. I have an 
opening for Wed. or Thurs. 
Small Business Book-
keeping - Bookkeeping 
services available for small 
businesses. Call Cindy at 
638-2068.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture 
Stripping Special 10% Off  
Specializing in Hand Strip-
ping, Refinishing, Repair-
ing,  Church Interiors and 
Pews, Dining Room Sets, 
Rockers, Chairs, Doors & 
Antiques. Highest Qual-
ity Workmanship.Pick-up/ 
Delivery. Free Estimates. 
579-1475.

FARM & RURAL

ATTENTION FARMERS. 
Wanted - 20 - 60+ acres. 
Dry wooded and open pas-
ture areas with road access. 
Close to K-W. For seasonal 
rental. Call 746-9987.

THINKING OF RETIRE-
MENT? Come visit us at 
www.smartbridgewater.ca/
retirement.htm or for FREE 
brochure call 1-877-222-
2303.
INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS WANTED! FREE 
INFORMATION PACK-
AGE. Develop & profes-
sionally present your new 
product idea to manufac-
turers through Davison, an 
award winning firm. Patent 
assistance available: 1-
800-544-3327 (24 hrs).
WALTER GRETZKY EN-
DORSED BUSINESS. 
Capitalize on the fastest 
growing service in hockey. 
Over 60 established Espor-
ta centres. Turn-key opera-
tion - Only 65K. Locations 
now available in your area. 
CALL Mike for an interview 
1-800-881-7781.
A SECRET 
MACHINE...Suppressed 
Until Now! First Time Of-
fered to Private Investors, 
Biggest Money Maker Since 
ATM’S. 25K Min. Invest. Un-
limited Returns. Free Video. 
1-800-213-2166.

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. 
Classes held March 22-28, 
2003. For information con-
tact: Southwestern School 
of Auctioneering, R.R. #5, 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 
7V9. 1-888-673-6999. 

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DECO-
RATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
for your FREE brochure. 
1-800-267-1829. Sheffield 
School of Interior Design, 
1519 - 38 McArthur Ave, 
Ottawa ON K1L 6R2.
LOOKING FOR GREATER 
EXPOSURE? National 
Classifieds may be right for 
you. Reach more people 
with Canada-wide cover-
age. See rates online at 
the Observer website or 
call for details.

EARN $$$$. You can 
be your own boss and 
own your own business! 
Work online from home. 
No experience needed. 
All training provided. 
www.homebizassets.com. 
1-888-202-6981

FOR SALE

EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
TO KNOW about Ontario 
communities is now at your 
fingertips! Check out the 
Web’s pre-eminent, unique 
guide: InfoOntario - Your in-
formation gateway to com-
munity information, news, 
events, festivals, attrac-
tions and local business. 
www.InfoOntario.com
SAWMILL $4995.00 All 
new Super Lumbermate 
2000, larger capacities, 
more options. Norwood 
Industries, manufacturer 
of sawmills, edgers and 
skidders. Free informa-
tion. 1-800-566-6899, ext. 
400.OT

HEALTH

DRUG/ALCOHOL REHA-
BILITATION. Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything 
to drugs or alcohol. 90-180 
day, 75% success. Ask 
about our guarantee. See 
www.aei.net/~narconon. 
1-877-782-7409 Toll-free. 

HELP WANTED

INTERNATIONAL CA-
REERS TEACHING ENG-
LISH. 5-day TESOL cer-
tificate program sponsored 
this semester in Kingston, 
Mississauga, Barrie, Wind-
sor, Kitchener/Waterloo, St. 
Catherines, Whitby, Hamil-
ton and London. CALL 1-
888-246-6512. www.intlco
llegeoflinguistics.com.
MOM’S, NEW CANA-
DIANS & RETIREES. 
Work at home. $ Unlim-
ited Income Potential. 
Complete FREE info at:  
www.freedom88.com/a1. 
1-800-327-6319.

Get more from your 
online experience.
Photo Galleries • Classifieds • 

Top Stories • Comics • Advertisers 
Toolbox • Local Maps • Regional 

Information • Hockey Pool Results • 
And much more...

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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DEATH
NOTICES

WORDUP ©2002 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

This crossword is available in an interactive format online at www.woolwichobserver.com

ACROSS 
1. Neutron stars
7. Diminutive girls, 
playfully mischie-
vous
13. Be in contact 
with
15. Underside of  foot-
wear
16. “To __, or not to 
__”
17. Actors take a bow
19. If  it’s not off.
20. More foolish or 
eccentric than...
22. Expressway in 
Germany
25. Sounds like “lat-
tice,” (diff. spelling)
26. A box for storing 
printer’s type (2wrds)
28. Individual unit in 
a collection
29. You and me make 
__
30. Space reserved 
for sitting
31. Informal term for 
mother
32. An Afrikander
33. Cathode-ray tube 
(acro)
34. In direction of
35. Informal “I owe 
you”
36. Opposite of  rich
37. A female aviator
39. Chinese distance 
(plr)
42. Glyptic art or 
carvings on stones
43. A Hebrew judge
44. A sudden desire

45. Contraction of  
“is not”
46. Month following 
April
47. Expresses posi-
tion
48. International dis-
tress signal
49. Common work 
bench tool, has two 
jaws
52. Contraction of  
“I am”
53. Watery fluid of  
the blood
56. Hospital room 
where surgery per-
formed
57. A coniferous tree
58. Atomic number 7
61. Closely crowded 
together
62. Type of  insecti-
cide
63. A table service 
for one
65. Opposite of  stop
66. Putting the hold 
on rates (2wrds)
68. World super-
power
69. Limits and 
boundaries
70. Goes with a scarf  
and toque
71. To pull back or 
retreat
72. Immediately af-
ter that
DOWN 
1. To urge or poke
2. Breastfed babies 
learn quickly

3. Speech disorder
4. Central area in 
building open to the 
sky
5. Amounts to charge
6. Mark left by heal-
ing
7. Small chin beard
8. Share set aside for 
a specific purpose
9. Thin crisp toasts 
(2wrds)
10. Verb to be
11. Very dark black
12. Equal to one hun-
dredth of  a yen
14. Expression of  
greeting
15. The flesh of  a va-
riety of  different fish
18. A negative re-
sponse
21. Potpourri, a mix-
ture, a stew
23. As conjunction 
word can be “be-
cause”
24. 5th letter of  the 
Hebrew alphabet
26. Brightly coloured 
tropical fish
27. Clay-like mineral 
in aluminum
29. Communicated in 
writing
31. To work hard
32. Eating disorder
33. Cause to feel em-
barrassment
35. A strong emotion 
or wrath
36. Shallow feature 
projecting from a 
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wall
37. Elvis Costello 
hit song and 1st sin-
gle, 1977
38. A brim that 
helps to shade the 
eyes
40. Islam man who 
leads prayer
41. A secret agent 
like James bond
49. Someone who 
makes wind
50. Badge worn to 
show official posi-
tion
51. Perceive by sight
54. Firmly implanted
55. Patron saint of  
girls (Roman mar-
tyr)
57. Very small
58. A negative
59. The thing named 
or in question
60. International or-
ganization of  Euro-
pean countries
61. Extent down-
ward, backward or 
inward
62. Romantic flower
63. To forcefully ex-
pel saliva
64. Smile broadly 
(indication of  plea-
sure)
65. Language of  
Mali and Ghana
67. Have the quality 
of  being
69. Objective form 
of  “I”

Sat.     Jan. 25th    9:30am

AUCTION
FOR

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, NORTH, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

Woodworking Equipment => General 10" Table Saw c/w Slide Table • 
General Bandsaw & 8" Jointer • 16" Thickness Planer • Wood Lathes 
• Edge Sander • Stroke Sander • Excalibur Dust/Saw Guard • 4 Head 

Molder • Performax Power Sander • O/H Router • Drill Presses • 5 hp Air 
Comp • Radial Arm Saw • 60+ Bar Clamps • Belt Sanders • Sharpeners 

• Shaper & Power Feeder • Biscuit Joiner • Port Dust Collectors • 
Spray Guns • Makita Routers • Carbide Router Bits • Wood Bit Sets • 
2- Mechanics Tool Boxes • Fostner Drill Bits • Chisel Sets • Dove Tail 

Saws • Misc Hand & Air Tools • Cordless Drills & Saw • Hardware & Nails 
• Quantity of Cherry, Oak, Pine & Plywood • etc.

Many More Items Too Numerous to Mention!!!

Construction & Shop Equipment => 4- Chain Saws • Gas Posthole Auger 
• 8" Power Saw • Transit Level & Tripods • Torch Set • Nailer • Hammer 
Drills • 30' Alum. Ext. Ladders • Scaffold Sets • 30+ Pipe Wrenches • 
Threader Sets • Wrench Sets • 3/4" Socket Set • 20 Chain Hoists • 20 

Axes, Sledges & Mauls • 5- Safety Harnesses • 8" Ped Grinders • Phone 
Systems • Copier • Fax • Forklift • etc.

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.on.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Jan. 24, 2003, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500.00 Cash Deposit on Major Items,

Balance in 48 Hours by Cash, Interac or Bank Draft or as announced

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!     No Buyer's Premium!!!

WOODWORKING, CONSTRUCTION & SHOP EQUIPMENT

to be held at:
HANSON CONSTRUCTION & OTHERS

Liquidation
Every Friday From 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. & 
Every Saturday From 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

At Gray’s Auction Centre
1 Mile west Of Harriston

Liquidation Consists of: Armoires; 
Chest of Drawers; Night Tables; Cases 
of Bottled Water; Pickles; Air Hockey 
Tables; Bunk Beds; Fooseball Tables; 
Mattress & Box Spring Sets; Com-
forters & Bedding; Office Chairs; Lg. 
Quantity of Toys; CD Players; Royal 
Doultons; Software; Mirrors; Watches; 
Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. 
Quantity of New Kid's & Adult Clothes; 
Car Wash Brushes; Consumer Goods; 
Dish Sets; Paper Products; Car Seats; 
Books; Plus Many Other Items.

TERMS: Cash, Interac, Visa, Mastercard
DOORS OPEN AT 10:00 a.m. FRIDAY

GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC.,
HARRISTON   (519) 338-3722

GUELPH UPHOLSTERY
RETIREMENT AUCTION
FRIDAY JAN. 31ST 10:00AM

VEHICLE: 1986 GMC 3500 Van, extra long, 214,000 km., excellent 
heavy duty service van.

EQUIPMENT AND MISCELLANEOUS: Juki industrial sewing 
machine, model LV-563, excellent condition; Necci industrial sewing 
machine; Cushion stuffer; Handy Junior button machine; Spring cutter; 
Jiffy steamer; Cutting table 60 x 118"; Cutting table 48 x 96"; Sample 
racks; Scissors; Sawhorses; Bolts of upholstery fabric; Foam supplies; 
Hand tools; Workbenches; Drills; Glue gun; Skill saw; Electronic 
stapler; Scroll saw; Large assortment of fasteners; Campbell Hausfield 
air compressor; Jacuzzi air compressor; Felt; Furniture supplies; 
Several chairs & couches; Screws; Bench grinder; Clamps, short and 
long; Saws; Bookshelf; File cabinet; Walnut double pedestal desk; 
Carrier window air conditioner; Bar fridge

TERMS: 3% Buyer's Premium. Full payment day of auction by cash, 
debit, cheque (with proper identification and funds), Visa/Mastercard

Sale Conducted & Managed by:
David Moore & Associates

(519) 763-1856

Preview: Sale DAY at 9:00 a.m.
FOR GUELPH UPHOLSTERY

303 Victoria Rd., Guelph (north east corner of Victoria and 
Speedvale). After 33 years in the upholstery business the 

owners are retiring. EVERYTHING WILL BE SOLD. 

Full terms and coloured photos available on:
www.mooreandassociates.on.ca

HELP WANTED

WORK YOUR OWN 
HOURS. Home Interiors & 
Gifts the fastest growing 
home party plan around. 
Sell amazing home and 
gift product. Call Indepen-
dent Contractor Toll-Free 
1-866-884-6682.

HOBBIES

QUILT RETREAT! Learn 
pictorial landscape and 
traditional quilting with a 
leading Canadian designer. 
Escape to a resor t, en-
hance your skill. Details at 
www.globalworkshops.com.

MORTGAGES

A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st 
and 2nd Mortgages, 95% to 
100% Financing, Debt Con-
solidation, No Income Veri-
fication Plans, Residential, 
Commercial, Industrial, 1-
800-225-1777, www.home
guardfunding.com.

$ PHONE SERVICE

EXPERT PSYCHICS...Try 
Us First! Your Future Re-
vealed by Your Personal 
Psychic. Sincere & Genu-
ine Readings. Call 24 
hours. 1-900-561-2100 
$2.95/min. 18+
FALI African spiritual psy-
chic, 31 years experience. 
Reunites relationships /
makes lover want only you. 
Court cases, businesses, 
removes spells, protection. 
Fast results. 416-247-9299 
www.africanpsychic.com. 
18+
GREATER EXPOSURE 
with National Classifieds. 
See the Observer website 
for details.

PERSONALS

If you think you have a 
gambling problem, call for 
information about services 
that can help. Dial toll-free 
1-888-230-3505. Ontario 
Problem Gambling Helpline 
(OPGH) www.opgh.on.ca

PERSONALS

If you have an alcohol or 
drug problem, informa-
tion about treatment ser-
vices is available. Dial 
toll-free 1-800-565-8603. 
Drug and Alcohol Regis-
try of Treament (DART) 
www.dart.on.ca.
DIVORCE SURVIVAL 
STRATEGIES...Before 
spending large sums on 
legal fees, call THE FAMI-
LY LAW CENTRE to under-
stand your rights & obliga-
tions. Our lawyers will pres-
ent you with your options & 
offer smart & proven strat-
egies to help reduce your 
legal fees, safeguard your 
assets & defend your child 
custody & access rights. 
Don’t be a victim! “Sepa-
rate Smart”..Toll-Free1-
866-879-3529.

REAL ESTATE

OSOYOOS, B.C. - EN-
JOY the climate of Can-
ada’s only natural des-
ert. Located in the South 
Okanagan valley!  Brand 
new lakefront apartments 
and townhomes. Prices 
start at $89,900. 1-866-
738-1002, www.casa-
del-lago.ca. Co-opera-
tors Real Estate Ser-
vices Inc

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS. 
FINAL CLEARANCE 
SALE!  Manufacturer Di-
rect. Beat Next Price In-
crease. 20x20 $2,980.00. 
25x30 $4,200.00. 
25x40 $5,700.00. 30x40 
$6,700.00. 32x50 
$9,800.00.  Others. Pio-
neer 1-800-668-5422. 
Since 1980.
FUTURE STEEL BUILD-
INGS. Durable, Depend-
able, Pre-Engineered. 
All-Steel Structures. Cus-
tom-made to suit your 
needs and requirements. 
Factory-Direct, affordable 
prices. Call 1-800-668-
8653 ext. 536 for free 
brochure.

TRAVEL

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIA, 
B.C. - Leave the harsh-
ness of winter and come 
enjoy Canada’s mildest 
climate. Three great three 
diamond hotels, ideal for 
short and long stays. Vari-
ous locations and services 
at great value! 1-888-434-
4667.
TIMESHARE RESALES.  
Worldwide Selection. Rii 
STROMAN Since 1979. 
CALL NOW! Buyers call 
1-800-613-7987. Sell -
ers call 1-800-201-0864. 
www.timesharelink.com

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE RESALES 
- - 60-80% of f Retail ! 
Best Resor ts and Sea-
sons! Call for FREE cata-
logue! 1-800-704-0307. 
Browse online for over 
450 worldwide properties-
-www.holidaygroup.com
NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS 
reach more readers for your 
buck. If your service, item, 
product or concept needs to 
reach beyond the city - why 
not try National Classifieds 
in Woolwich Observer and 
see how far your ad can 
travel.

BRICK, Scott Anthony – It is with great 
sadness and deepest regret that we say 
goodbye to our father, son and brother. Scott, 
passed away, suddenly, in his sleep at his 
residence, on Monday, January 13, 2003, at the 
age of 37.
CRESSMAN, Mrs. Harold (Nelda) 
– Peacefully, on Tuesday, January 14, 2003, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener, Nelda (Wagler) 
Cressman of RR1 St. Agatha., in her 88th year.
GINGRICH, Elizabeth (Mrs. Enos S.) 
– Peacefully went home to be with the Lord, 
on Saturday, January 11, 2003, at her home in 
Wallenstein, Elizabeth (Martin) Gingrich, in her 
83rd year.
Predeceased by her husband, Enos S. Gingrich 
(January 1986). Leaving to mourn, four sons, 
Howard of St. Jacobs, Stanley of Ottawa, 
Floyd of Elmira, Arthur of Newfoundland and 
one daughter, Martha (Mrs. James Martin) of 
Alma. She is fondly remembered by her 14 
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 
Also will be missed by four brothers, Howard 
Sylvester, Aden and Henry and two sisters, 
Lovina Brubacher and Ada Valenta.
Predeceased by her parents, Emerson and 
barbara (Sauder) Martin; one stillborn son and 
two brothers, Edwin and Ivan.
She was a member of the Hawkesville 
Mennonite Church. 

 See FURTHER Page 22

M.R.Jutzi & Co. - Breslau, Ont. - (519) 648-2111
Saturday January 25, 9:30 a.m. Woodworking, construction 
and shop equipment for Hanson Construction and others. 
Braslaue Airport Road Auction Complex, 5100 Fountain St. 
North, Breslau (Kitchener).  Viewing Fri. Jan. 24, 2003 – 1:
00p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

David Moore & Associates  - RR #5, Guelph, ON
(519) 763-1856

Friday January 31, 10:00 a.m. Retirement Auction  for 
Guelph Upholstery. 303 Victoria Rd., Guelph (north east 
corner of Victoria and Speedvale). After 33 years in the 
upholstery business the owners are retiring. Everything 
will be sold. Preview: Sale day at 9:00 a.m. Full terms and 
coloured photos on:www.mooreandassociates.on.ca

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., - Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west of 
Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; Bikes; 
Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; Scooters; Qn 
Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; Mirrors; Watches; 
Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s 
and Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; 
Bedding; Canister Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus 
Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC.
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WINDOW TREATMENTS AUTOMOTIVE ADVERTISING CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING CONSTRUCTION

DECORATING AGRICULTURAL PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRINTS

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES MATTRESS SALES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS ARTS & CULTURE FLOWERS/GIFTS SELF STORAGE

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

Flower &
Gift Shop

12 Arthur St., S. ELMIRA

669-1313

Amanda Jewitt-Dyck, Owner

Window Box
The

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

PIONEER

Paul Metzger 519-698-1021

Big & Small 

ENTERPRISES

HAY &
STRAW
FOR SALE

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

VIDEO / PRESENTATION

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

Call Donna Rudy at 669-5790 EXT 104 or visit our website at www.woolwichobserver.com for our rates.

STRENGTH
IN NUMBERS

MORE READERS, BETTER RESULTS.

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

COMPUTERS ELECTRICAL SERVICE CRANE SERVICEVACATION/TRAVEL

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

Commercial • Residential
Industrial • Plant Maintenance

“Professional • Courteous • Reliable”

CALL STEPHEN WILSON
519 664-1285

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE. ANY PICTURE.
Available in a variety of sizes, and delivered 
                                   right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to 
place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering 
at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 30 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

REACH
MORE

PEOPLE
ADVERTISE

IN THE
SERVICE

DIRECTORY
669-5790

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Home AND Business.

Services include:
Windows 95/98/Me/XP,
Linux, Internet, E-Mail,
Hardware, Networking
and Software Upgrades
REASONABLE RATES!
MCNEIL COMPUTING

PHONE: (519) 669-1678

COMPUTER
CONSULTANT



20    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • CLASSIFIED ADS • JANUARY 18, 2003 JANUARY 18, 2003 • CLASSIFIED ADS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  21

     
  

 

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
All Council, Committee of the Whole and Budget meetings are open to the 
public.  Meetings are held in the Council Chambers located in the Township 
office at 69 Arthur Street South in Elmira.  Call 669-1647 or 664-2613, Ext. 
238 or 239 for more information.

Jan 21 6:00 p.m.      Committee of the Whole
Jan 28 7:00 p.m.      Council
Feb 4 2:00 p.m.      Review of Operating Budget
Feb 4 6:00 p.m.      Committee of the Whole
Feb 11 5:00 p.m.      Presentation of revised operating and
                         capital budgets
Feb 11 7:00 p.m.      Council
Feb 18 6:00 p.m.      Committee of the Whole
Feb 25 7:00 p.m.      Council - including final approval of operating 
                         and capital budgets and passage of water and
                      sewer rate by-laws

2003 DOG TAGS
Dog Tags for 2003 are available at the Township office, 69 Arthur St. S., 

Elmira or Village Pet Food Shoppe, 10 Church St. W., Elmira
and the Licence Bureau Office, 13B Industrial Dr., Elmira.

The fees (until April 15th) are:
Spayed/Neutered Dog - $12.00     •     Non Spayed or Neutered - $17.00

SEALED TENDERS, plainly marked as to contents, will be received by the 
undersigned until Monday, February 3, 2003, 5:00 p.m.

Details and specifications may be obtained at the Recreation & Facilities 
Department in the Municipal Offices at 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira or by 
calling (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613, Extension 259.

Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

Larry Devitt
Director, Recreation & Facilities Services
Township of Woolwich

PARKS & CEMETERIES
MAINTENANCE TENDER

Woolwich Street North is proposed to be reconstructed in 2003 from 
Woolwich Street South (Regional Road 17) to the Future Breslau By-Pass 
(see Map).  This project is required as part of the development of the adjacent 
Thomasfield Subdivision plan.

The project will include:
· road reconstruction;
· storm sewer works;
· sidewalk on the south side;
· installation of a municipal watermain;
· potential installation of a municipal sanitary sewer.

This project potentially has a cost impact to residents along this portion of 
Woolwich Street North.  The Township would like to get property owner and 
public input on this project to assist us in deciding how to proceed.

Sanitary Sewer

The Developer and the Township will be responsible for most of the costs of 
the works including road works, sidewalk and the storm sewer.  However, 
the potential installation of a sanitary sewer and connection to the proposed 
watermain are not needed to service the new subdivision and would only 
provide local service to existing properties fronting onto Woolwich Street 
North.  In the past when municipal services have been extended to existing 
properties, the benefiting properties have paid for the extension of service.

The Township is considering the use of a Municipal Act By-law to recoup the 
costs for the installation of this sanitary sewer from the adjacent Woolwich Street 
North property owners.  Under this approach, which has been used elsewhere in 
the Township, the Township would pay upfront for the costs to install the sanitary 
sewer and recoup the costs through annual repayments from the adjacent 
Woolwich Street North property owners over a period of 20 to 30 years.

The Municipal Act allows Council to adopt a By-law to:
· identify the proposed sewage works;
· identify the benefitting area;
· determine the project costs including any interest;
· apportion the costs amongst the benefitting properties;
· establish a legally binding repayment program.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
REGARDING WOOLWICH STREET RECONSTRUCTION / SANITARY SEWER

Watermain

The Developer will be paying to install the watermain in the road allowance 
because it is required to service the new subdivision.  However any new 
water service laterals to connect the existing Woolwich Street properties to 
this new watermain would be at the cost of the property owner. 

We would like to discuss this project and get your input to assist Council in 
deciding how to proceed.

The Township has scheduled an Open House for the public to review and 
comment on the preliminary design for the Woolwich Street reconstruction.

You are invited to attend this Open House to discuss this issue with staff on:

Wednesday January 22nd, 2003
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the

Breslau Mennonite Church, Library

For further information regarding this Public Open House please contact 
Dave Gosnay at 664-2613 ext. 248 or email at:

dgosnay@township.woolwich.on.ca

CROMPTON MEETING
Crompton Public Advisory Committee Meeting

Monday, January 20, 2003 - 9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers - 69 Arthur Street S., Elmira

Open to members of the public.
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FOUR BUILDING LOTS available near downtown Elmira (or will build to 
suit). Ideal location for retirees - lot sizes 40 - 50’ frontages and approx. 
170’ deep. Call for layout or more details. MLS Starting at $50,000.

WELL MAINTAINED one-owner 
home in a quiet neighbourhood. 
Fenced yard. Main flr. family 
room w/fireplace open to dinette. 
Sunroom addition. Formal 
LR&DR. Spacious bedrooms. 
Large rec. room w/gas fireplace. 
3 bathrooms. Central air. Newer 
shingles. MLS REDUCED TO 
$225,000.

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629

IMMACULATE TOWNHOUSE 
- No condo fees! This 4 yr. old 
unit is better than new - central 
air, tool shed, patio and new 
driveway. Combination LR/DR. 
Large master bdrm. w/ensuite 
privilege. Walkout from dinette 
to fenced rear yard. Spacious 
front entry & 2 pc. washroom on 
main floor. MLS $149,900.

Nithburg A RARE FIND ON
APPROX. 1-ACRE

$279,900. Escape to this winter wonderland 
setting. Gorgeous mature trees, pond and 
backs onto Nith River. Unique cozy home 
w/contemporary & century features, original 
barn beams, wide pine floors, walkout to 
covered verandah & new cedar deck & double 
car garage. NEW MLS.

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192 BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.www.royallepage.ca/elmira

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO BUY AT OUR
NEW ELMIRA WESTFIELD ACRES LOCATION

(Barnswallow and Brookmead)
Visit our OPEN HOUSE -  this SATURDAY 2-4pm

at 87 CHURCH STREET W., ELMIRA
Preview Paradigm's Quality features and discuss future plans a pricing

PARADIGM HOMES IN ELMIRA

Drayto
n

A MUST-SEE BUNGALOW
$149,900. Well maintained, neutral décor, 
large living rm., remodeled main bath, eat-in 
kitchen, basement offers a partially finished 
rec. room and newer 3-piece bathroom, 
attached garage, deck, 100'x150' lot. MLS.

Elmira

EXCELLENT STARTER CONDO
$94,500. Offers 4 appliances, newer 
electrical panel, newer flooring, 2-window 
air conditioners, rec. room, walkout to patio 
backing onto poolside, close to shopping, 
schools and parks.  MLS.

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
$258,900, 2270 Sq. ft.
• Great family open concept plan
• Main-floor great room
• Huge eat-in kitchen
• 2nd floor family room (bonus)
• Ensuite bath

EXCLUSIVE LISTING

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment .   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

Services were held at 
Elmira Mennonite Church, 
Wednesday, January 15, 2003, 
followed by interment in 
Elmira Mennonite Cemetery.
GROH, elwood Norman – 
Peacefully, on Tuesday, January 
14, 2003, at Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs, Elwood Groh, of 
Elmira, in his 78th year.
JACKSON, Velma (Mrs. 
Grant) – Peacefully, on 
Wednesday, January 8, 2003, 
at Chateau Gardens, Elmira, 
Velma (Wright) Jackson, in 
her 85th year, of Elmira.
MARTIN, Daina Brooke 
– Suddenly, went to be with 
Jesus, on Saturday, January 
11, 2003, at her home RR4 
Listowel.

FURTHER
NOTICES

Continued from page 19

January 9
9:00 AM Police were called to a resi-

dence on Jigs Hollow Rd. in Woolwich 
Twp. as a result of an alleged assault. 
The responding officer apprehended a 
14-year-old male young offender and 
charged him with ‘assault’ and ‘two 
counts of a breach of recognizance.’ He 
was held for show cause.
9:30 AM Police were called to a 

residence on Carriage Hill Dr. in Elmira 
as a result of a breach of probation. 
Police investigation later led to the 
arrest of a 15-year-old male Elmira 
resident who was charged with ‘breach 
of probation.’
11:30 AM Staff at the ScotiaBank 

on King St. N. in St. Jacobs recovered 
a counterfeit $50 bill, serial number 
FHS7626675, which was turned over to 
the fraud branch for processing.
3:15 PM A theft from a vehicle was 

reported from a business on Church 
St. W. in Elmira. Taken from the vehicle 
sometime earlier in the day was $150 
worth of stereo equipment. Police have 
no suspects.
8:45 PM As a result of a traffic stop 

on Three Bridges Rd. in Woolwich Twp., 
two young offenders were taken into 
custody on the suspicion they were in 
possession of a small quantity of nar-
cotics. The narcotics were seized and no 
charges were laid.
9:00 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1900 Northfield Dr. E. 
in Woolwich Twp. An Elora resident 
was southbound on Northfield when 
they reported losing control of their 
vehicle on the icy, snow-covered road, 
skidding off the road and flipping the 
vehicle on its side in the ditch. There 
was moderate damage to the vehicle 
but no reported injuries. No charges 
were laid due to road conditions.
10:00 PM A missing licence plate, 

number AEAA 647, was reported on 
Peregrine Ct. in Elmira. The owner of 
the plate was unsure if the plate was 
lost or stolen.

January 10
3:00 AM A single-vehicle hit-and-run 

collision was reported by a regional 
snowplow operator on Northfield Dr. 
E. near Jigs Hollow Rd. in Woolwich 
Twp. Six to seven guardrail posts were 
demolished at the side of the road at 
that location, but the vehicle respon-
sible did not remain at the scene. Police 
have no suspects.
9:00 AM A shoplifting was reported 

at a business on Church St. W. in 
Elmira. Surveillance equipment showed 
two males committing the theft, the 
first described as 6’ tall, of a medium 
build, white, in his 30s with dark hair 
in a ponytail, with goatee facial hair. 
The second was described as 6’ tall, 
of a medium build, white with a short 
haircut, in his late 20s or early 30s. The 
suspects took $400 worth of product 
from the business, including hammers 
and other tools. Police are continuing 
their investigation.
9:30 AM Staff at the Bank of 

Montreal on Arthur St. S. in Elmira 
recovered a counterfeit $10 bill, serial 

number FEE2021713, in the overnight 
deposit. It was sent to the fraud branch 
for processing.
1:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 3100 Northfield Dr. E. 
in Woolwich Twp. Both vehicles were 
southbound on Northfield when the 
lead vehicle, driven by an Elora resi-
dent, slowed and stopped for another 
vehicle making a left turn into a private 
driveway. The vehicle following, driven 
by a Waterloo resident, could not see 
the actions of the lead vehicle due to 
whiteout conditions, and collided with 
the rear of the lead vehicle. The vehicles 
sustained considerable damage, and 
both drivers declined medical attention 
for minor injuries. No charges were laid 
due to the road conditions.
4:40 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 900 Arthur St. S. in 
Woolwich Twp. Both vehicles were 
Northbound on Arthur when the lead 
vehicle slowed suddenly for a turning 
vehicle. The trailing vehicle, driven by a 
Flesherton resident, was unable to stop 
in time and collided with the rear of 
the lead vehicle. There was a moderate 
amount of damage to both vehicles, but 
no reported injuries. No charges were 
laid due to road conditions.
7:00 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Northfield Dr. E. where 
it crosses the Canagagigue Creek in 
Woolwich Twp. A Waterloo resident 
was southbound on Northfield when he 
reported losing control of his vehicle, 
crashing through the guardrail and 
coming to rest at the creek. The vehicle 
was demolished but there were no 
reported injuries. No charges were laid 
due to the road conditions.
11:40 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred near 7100 Line 86 in 
Woolwich Twp. An Elmira resident 
was eastbound on Line 86 when they 
reported losing control of their vehicle 
on the icy, snow-covered roadway, skid-
ding into ditch. There was moderate 
damage to the vehicle but no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid due to 
road conditions.

January 11
6:30 AM Some overnight break and 

enters occurred at a self-storage facil-
ity on First St. E. in Elmira. Taken from 
several units was $600 worth of a vari-
ety of personal items and construction 
equipment. Police have no suspects.
10:15 AM An overnight theft from 

a vehicle was reported on Sunset Dr. 
in Winterbourne. Taken was a small 
amount of change. Police have no 
suspects.
2:00 PM A collision occurred at the in-

tersection of Manser Rd. and Schummer 
Ln. in Wellesley Twp. A Linwood resident 
was southbound on Manser when the 
couch they were carrying on the back 
of a pickup truck fell off the bed of the 
truck and onto the roadway, where an-
other Linwood resident collided with it. 
There was moderate damage to the trail-
ing vehicle, but no reported injuries. The 
pickup truck driver was charged with 
‘drive motor vehicle, insecure load.’
2:10 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Samuel 
St. and Snyder Ave. N. in Elmira. An 
Elmira resident was backing out of 
Samuel when they backed into the side 
of a parked vehicle, owned by another 
Elmira resident, that was parked op-
posite the intersection. There was minor 
damage to the vehicles and no charges 
were laid.
4:10 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred near 2900 Moser-Young Rd. in 
Wellesley Twp. A St. Clements resident 
was southbound on Moser-Young when 
he attempted to stop at an intersection, 
skidding across the intersection and hit-
ting a mailbox before ending up in the 
ditch. There was moderate damage to 
the vehicle and the mailbox, but there 
were no reported injuries. No charges 
were laid due to road conditions.
9:30 PM Police responded to a fire 

at 1200 Northfield Dr. E. in Woolwich 
Twp., where a small fire had started in 
a smokehouse used to smoke summer 
sausage. Conestogo firefighters extin-
guished the fire, which caused $2,000 
damage.

January 12
3:00 PM A disturbance was reported 

in the parking lot behind the Beckers 
convenience store on Arthur St. S. in 
Elmira that involved six males. The 
responding officer arrived to find only 
three males, one of whom had a lacera-
tion to the left side of his head and was 
less than cooperative with police. He 
was transported by ambulance to Grand 
River Hospital where he was treated 
and released. Alcohol was determined 
to be a factor in the disturbance, and 
the other two men will be interviewed 
at a later time.
12:00 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Northfield Dr. E. north of Con-
estogo. A full report was not available; 
however a telephone service box was 
damaged in the collision. One of the 
drivers was transported to St. Mary’s 
Hospital where they were treated and 
released.
12:00 PM A two-vehicle parking lot 

accident occurred at 19 Flamingo Dr. 
in Elmira. Both vehicles were pulling 
out from their spots and neither of 
the drivers, one from Elmira and the 
other from West Montrose, noticed 
the other. There was minor damage to 
the vehicles, no reported injuries and 
no charges.
2:00 PM Some vandalism was re-

ported at a residence on Tallwood Dr. 
in West Montrose. The homeowners 
reported that on several occasions, in-
cluding the evening prior to the report, 
their car and house had been egged. As 
there is a suspect, police are continuing 
their investigation.
3:40 PM A suspicious male was seen 

hanging around on Queen St. in Elmira. 
He was described as in his late teens, 
5’9” tall, white with dirty blonde hair, 
wearing a parka and burgundy baggy 
pants and was carrying a snowboard. 
The responding officer located and 
interviewed someone matching this 
description in the area – the male was 
sent on his way.

January 13
6:30 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Line 
86 and Lichty Rd. in Wellesley Twp. A 
Paris resident reported losing control 
of their transport truck in whiteout 
conditions, skidding off the road and 
ending up on its side in the ditch. The 
scene was cleared and the driver taken 
to Waterloo without removing the truck 
from the ditch. This was completed at 
2 p.m. when the roadway was closed 
for some time to allow for the truck’s 
removal. No charges were laid due to 
road conditions.
9:00 AM Various overnight thefts 

from company vehicles were reported 
by a business on Southfield Dr. in 
Elmira. Taken from the vehicles was 
some construction equipment. Police 
have no suspects.
9:15 AM While responding to the 

6:30 a.m. incident, the responding of-
ficer misplaced a magazine of 11 rounds 
of .40 calibre ammunition, which fell off 
his person. If located it can be turned 
into any regional police division.
9:30 AM Police responded to a fire on 

Oriole Pkwy. in Elmira, where a wood-
stove in a workshop had overheated. 
Elmira firefighters extinguished the 
fire, which required pulling down all the 
ceiling rafters to ensure the fire was out. 

Damage was estimated at $10,000.
12:45 PM A snowmobile trailer theft 

was reported from 2700 Lobsinger Ln. 
in Woolwich Twp. The grey ‘Rainbow’ 
trailer, licence number X74 282, was 
taken sometime within a week of the 
report. Police have no suspects.
2:45 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Hemlock Hill Dr. near Three 
Bridges Rd. in Woolwich Twp. An area 
resident reported losing control of their 
vehicle on the icy, snow-covered road-
way, travelling through a farmer’s fence 
coming to rest in the field. There was 
minor damage to the vehicle and there 
were no reported injuries. No charges 
were laid due to road conditions.
5:45 PM Police responded to a resi-

dence on Jigs Hollow Rd. in Woolwich 
Twp. as a result of a young resident who 
was issuing threats. Police intervention 
resulted in the arrest of a 15-year-old 
male who was charged with ‘uttering 
threats’ and ‘breach of probation.’
7:00 PM Some vandalism was 

reported at the barns on Arthur St. S. 
in Elmira. A rock was tossed through 
the window of the walk-in door to the 
barn. Police have no suspects.
10:30 PM A single-vehicle collision 

was reported near 2900 Kressler Rd. in 
Wellesley Twp. A St. Clements resident 
was northbound on Kressler when they 

reported losing control of their vehicle 
on the icy, snow-covered roadway, skid-
ding off the roadway through the ditch 
and into a hydro pole. There was con-
siderable damage to the vehicle but no 
reported injuries. No charges were laid 
due to road conditions.

January 14
12:20 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Lavery 
Rd. and Line 86 in Wellesley Twp. A 
Linwood resident was northbound on 
Lavery when they skidded into the side 
of a Wallenstein resident’s vehicle. There 
was moderate damage to the Linwood 
vehicle and significant damage to the 
Wallenstein vehicle. There were no 
reported injuries and no charges were 
laid due to road conditions.

January 15
4:45 AM Police responded to a fire 

at an apartment complex in the ‘B’ 
complex of 30 Flamingo Dr. in Elmira. 
A burning smell and smoke had been 
reported on the ground floor, which 
was confirmed to be coming from an 
elderly gentleman’s apartment unit. 
He had left a pot on the stove, which 
was the only item damaged. There 
were no injuries and the apartment 
complex was ventilated to clear the 
smoke. The family of the gentlemen is 
assessing his options.
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More money for rural water quality

TOWN&COUNTRY

File Wednesday under “weedless”

Putting out fires

Waterloo Regional council extended the Rural Quality Water Program until 2007 at its meeting Jan. 15, at a 
cost of $1.5 million. The program provides financial incentives to rural landowners to encourage them to take 
measures on their properties to improve surface and ground water quality. Also supported by the Grand River 
Conservation Authority, the program’s funds are distributed by a committee of affected organizations.

Been trying to quit smoking? Make next Jan. 22 the day, says the local branch of Smoker’s Anonymous, noting 
that’s  Weedless Wednesday. The day is part of National Non-Smoking Week an initiative of the Canadian Council 
for Tobacco Control originally started in 1977. The day promotes a ‘one day at a time’ approach to ceasing the 
habit, which can be less imposing than thinking about the eventual goal – a smoke-free lifetime.

The Money Master® High Interest Savings account.  The name says it all.

 ® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. ™ Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. * Rate subject to change without notice. ** Ask us for details.

Earn 2.40%* from the first dollar saved, free day-to-day banking**, 24/7 online, telephone and ABM access. 

Open your accounts today.

Call us DIRECT
(519) 664-2201

1410 King St. N., St. Jacobs

www.scotiabank.com/moneymaster
Call 1-800-747-2890 
or contact your nearest Scotiabank branch.

For Old Fashioned Service In A Modern World.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s -14 C outside, the perfect 
condition to test the salt of  
volunteer firefighters as 
they spend an evening’s 

practice at the St. Jacobs dam 
on Jan. 13.

Battling snow and ice, look-
ing for water to test out their 
pumps, the crew is surpris-
ingly cheerful.

“The colder the better,” 
laughed St. Jacobs district 
chief  Clare Weber, as his crew 
of  26 start using a chainsaw to 
cut through the iced-over river. 

“Yes, chainsaws tend to work 
the best.” 

When it’s very cold, the work 
is more difficult – the best con-
ditions for a training session, 
he added. The crew is practic-
ing how to set up sub pumps 
– feeding water from the river 
to three portable pumps and a 
portable tanker. 

“If  we’re out at a barn fire 
for six or seven hours it’s 
important to keep that truck 
running all the time to circu-
late water so it doesn’t freeze 
up,” explained Weber.  

Unlike their urban counter-
parts who generally rely on 
water hydrants, rural firefight-
ers often have to haul and draw 
water from the nearest river, 
explained Woolwich Township 
chief  Earl Wideman. That 
makes the job a little more dif-
ficult. 

While there is less traffic on 
the roads – therefore, fewer ob-
stacles – rural firefighters also 
tend to travel longer distances 
in less than ideal conditions, he 
added. “Stormy weather condi-
tions are also more severe in 
the country than the city.” 

That said, expected response 
times are standard across the 
region – 10 firefighters on site 
in less than 10 minutes. “We 
achieve that 90 per cent of  the 
time,” said Wideman, adding 
that the firefighters are not sit-
ting at the station waiting for a 

Controversy over Bill 30 reveals complexity of volunteer fire departments

call like their full-time counter-
parts in the cities.

The four stations in Woolwich 
respond to between 600 and 700 
calls a year, mostly medical 
emergencies or motor-vehicle 
accidents. 

In Wellesley, firefighters from 
three stations take approxi-
mately 190 calls each year. 

The volunteer system works 
well, said Wideman. Most 
employers understand that vol-
unteer firefighters have to leave 
their job sites at a moment’s no-
tice. At any given time between 
15 and 20 firefighters from each 
station in Woolwich are avail-
able to attend an emergency. 

As in Woolwich, most of  those 
emergency calls in Wellesley 
are for medical problems, ex-
plained township chief  Dave 
Geil. Local firefighters often 
hold the fort until an ambu-
lance from the region arrives 
– firefighters generally arrive 
on-scene faster than ambulance 
crews. Firefighters are trained 
in lifesaving techniques; most 
recently, local stations have 
added defibrillators to deal 
with heart attacks and related 
incidents.

Although referred to as vol-
unteers, firefighters in both 
townships operate on a paid-
on-call basis.  Most of  the 
firefighters work full-time in 
non-related jobs and are paid 
between $16 and $18 an hour 
to respond to emergency calls 
when paged through the re-
gional system.

In addition to the hourly 
rate, firefighters receive an 
annual “standby” rate for their 
participation. In Woolwich 
Township, firefighters receive 
$952. Wellesley’s standby rate 
starts at $1,227.

The yearly stipend requires 
firefighters to attend two 
training/practice sessions 
each month. During those 
exercises, most of  the train-
ing is hands-on and much less 
theory-based than the training 
received by full-timers in the 
cities, said Wideman. 

Training in Woolwich tends 
to be more tailor-made to the 
community, he added. “We 
don’t do high-rise training 
[for example] because we don’t 
have them,” adding that water 
hauling and CPR are the most 
important training focuses. 

Although the townships have 
different needs, some of  the 
training trickles down from 
the city departments because 
full-time firefighters also vol-
unteer as firefighters in their 
own communities, explained 
Wideman. “Their training 
comes in handy,” he said. 

Geil agreed, noting with these 
so-called double hatters, “we 
get the benefit of  having these 
people come in and they are 
already trained.” 

That works both ways, too, he 
added: the extra training full-
timers receive with the rural 
departments adds to the skills 
of  those who do volunteer duty. 
The relationship between the 
full-time and volunteer depart-
ments in the region is generally 
harmonious, he added, despite 
the recent controversy over 
proposed provincial legislation 
that pitted full-time firefight-
ers’ unions against the “double 
hatters.”

The Volunteer Firefighters 
Protection Act (Bill 30) was 
drafted by Waterloo-Wellington 
MPP Ted Arnott to prevent 
firefighters’ associations from 
taking disciplinary action 
against double hatters. Profes-
sional firefighter unions were 
strongly opposed to the bill, 
arguing that double hatters 
risked exhaustion – a health 
hazard to themselves and fel-
low firefighters. Others felt the 
bill would pave the way for non-
unionized part-timers to take 
over jobs that would otherwise 
be filled by full-timers. 

Under intense lobbying, the 
bill failed at Queen’s Park just 
before the Christmas break.

In Woolwich and Wellesley, a 
handful of  double hatters are 
a valuable resource to the ru-
ral departments, but because 
the services are distinct, there 
have been few conflicts over 
the practice. The townships 
have no full-timers, while the 
cities do not use volunteers. In 
municipalities where province-
led amalgamation forced rural 
and urban forces under one 
roof, the issue has been more 
pronounced.

“Double hatters are a problem 
in areas like Hamilton and Ot-
tawa where volunteer and paid 
staff  are amalgamated,” said 
Wideman. “But my feeling is 
it’s not a big issue here.”

HERE’S HOW Woolwich Township councillor and on-call firefighter Mark Bauman demonstrates the finer points of water 
pumping during a practice session on Jan. 13 at the St. Jacobs dam. JOANNE PEACH

JOANNE PEACH

CUTTING ICE  Firefighters from St. 
Jacobs use a chainsaw at the St. Jacobs 
dam to pump water for a practice 
session. 
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Door opens wider for bright farm ideas
Pilot project could lead the way for local innovation networks

MID-WINTER PRICE THAW
AT

WATERLOO-OXFORD CO-OP

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm  •  Sat 8am-5pm

** NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED!!! **
PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 1, 2003

SELECTED WINTER 
CLOTHING

WINDSHIELD 
WASHER FLUID
4 LITRE

20% OFF

STOCK UP & SAVE!

$1.44
/EA

REG $1.99
NO LIMIT
50 CASE/PALLET

BLACK OIL 
SUNFLOWER 
SEED 50LB

BIRD'S FAVOURITE

$14.99
/EA

REG $19.99
NO LIMIT

WATERLOO REGION IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Planning Our Future

You are invited to participate in a Public Information Session regarding the Region of 
Waterloo Growth Management Strategy.

Waterloo Region is one of the fastest growing areas in the country. The Region's population 
is anticipated to grow to approximately 700,000 within the next 25 to 35 years. To identify 
where, when and how the anticipated residential and employment growth should best oc-
cur, Waterloo Region has initiated the development of a Growth Management Strategy. Our 
challenge is to enhance the essential qualities of our urban and rural areas while at the same 
time managing how growth will take place.

Regional Council has approved a "Balanced" approach to managing growth in our Region which 
includes: support for a Central Transit Corridor and a higher-order transit system; revitalizing 
downtown core areas; directing growth away from agricultural and environmentally signifi-
cant areas; accomodating business and market demand in our municipalities; and enhancing 
our heritage and cultural resources. A range of options focusing on re-urbanization is being 
considered. A series of information sessions to consider your comments, questions and sug-
gestions about these "Balanced" options has been arranged as follows:

REGION OF WATERLOO
PUBLIC NOTICE

KITCHENER
Thursday, January 23, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Main Lobby, Regional Headquarters
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

WELLESLEY
Tuesday, January 28, 2003
4-7 p.m.
Wellesley Arena - Meeting Room
1004 Catherine Street, Wellesley

CAMBRIDGE
Thursday, January 30, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
1st Floor Boardroom
150 Main Street, Cambridge

WOOLWICH
Tuesday, February 4, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Elmira Library - Upper Level
65 Arthur Street South, Elmira

Kevin Curtis, Ph.D., MCIP, RPP
Administrator, Policy Planning
Planning, Housing & Community Services
Region of Waterloo
Telephone: (519) 575-4794
Fax:  (519) 575-4449
Email: cukevin@region.waterloo.on.ca

WOOLWICH - BRESLAU
Wednesday, February 5, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Breslau Mennonite Church - Lobby
226 Woolwich Street South, Breslau

WATERLOO
Thursday, February 6, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Community Health and Social Services
2nd Floor Landing
99 Regina Street South, Waterloo

NORTH DUMFRIES
Tuesday, February 11, 2003
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Ayr Fire Hall
501 Scott Street, Ayr

WILMOT
Thursday, February 13, 2003
4-7 p.m.
New Hamburg Arena - Community
  Centre - Lobby
251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg

Wanda Richardson, B.Sc., MCIP, RPP
Manager, Strategic Initiatives
Planning, Housing & Community Services
Region of Waterloo
Telephone: (519) 575-4758
Fax:  (519) 575-4449
Email: rwanda@region.waterloo.on.ca

Please join us at any of these sessions. If you have any questions or require further infor-
mation, please contact:

Additional information is available on the Region's website (www.region.waterloo.on.ca) by 
selecting "Growth Management" under the heading "Living Here."

Here’s a new sign 
that the door keeps 
opening wider for 

innovative farmers with 
bright ideas. 

In Brant County, one of  
Ontario’s most produc-
tive farming areas, a 
pilot project is underway 
that could lead to local 
innovation networks. 
There, 75 agriculturally 
driven innovations are 
scheduled to start find-
ing their way toward 
commercialization over 
the next 18 months, 
through the efforts of  a 
new organization called 
the Ontario Agricultural 

Value-Added Innovation 
Network. 

Some innovations will 
take baby steps forward. 
Some will make giant 
leaps. But at least they’ll 
get out of  the starting 
blocks, and help farm-
ers and others in the 
agri-food industry move 
towards greater value-
added capacity.

The network is the 
brainchild of  the more 
than a half-dozen part-
ners, including the 
Brant County Federa-
tion of  Agriculture, the 
Brant County Wheat 
Producers and the 

Ontario Ministry of  
Agriculture and Food. 
In October, it received 
a $172,000, 18-month 
Human Resources and 
Development Canada 
(HRDC) grant to get the 
program off  the ground. 

The network is driven 
by farmers. It started 
with a kitchen-table dis-
cussion between a couple 
of  them, talking about 
how agriculture in their 

area would benefit if  
help existed to turn 
raw commodities (fruit, 
vegetables, cattle, hogs, 
etc.) into retail products. 
Such products create 
new jobs and add value 
to raw commodities, 
making farming more 
financially viable.

But innovation of-
ten needs links to 
additional knowledge 
or technology to make 
them a reality, and the 
farmers didn’t have 
those connections.

So they formed a steer-
ing committee, came up 
with the idea of  a net-
work, drew the partners 
together and convinced 
HRDC to support it 
financially. Then they 
hired agricultural busi-
ness consultant Mary 
Jane Combe, a Univer-
sity of  Guelph graduate 
and veteran provincial 
ministry of  agriculture 
and food management 
specialist, to enact it. 
She’s a conduit between 
innovators and those 
who can help them ad-

vance their products 
– venture capitalists, 
technology transfer 
specialists, scientists 
and other innovators, 
among them.

The committee figured 
the best way to make 
the network real was 
to actually get some in-
novations started. So it 
gave the energetic and 
determined Combe a 
target of  75 innovations, 
and set her loose.

“People are ready for 
this network,” she says. 
“I get calls saying ‘I’ve 
had an idea for years 
and I’d like to develop 
it,’ and that’s where we 
come in.”

So far, she’s certainly 
on track. Her portfolio 
already contains 20 in-
novations, including two 
– one for turf  and an-
other for the hospitality 
industry – she says show 
great promise. This 
winter she’s tearing up 
highways and back roads 
in Brant County to find 
more, and spreading the 
word that the network is 
open for business.

She spoke to my agri-
cultural communication 
students last week about 
ways they could be in-
volved in spreading the 

word, such as helping 
with the network’s news-
letter. Right now, the far 
corners of  Brant County 
are the project’s borders, 
but that will change; 
other innovation initia-
tives are taking shape 
elsewhere, including in-
novation centres in Kent 
County (Agri-Develop-
ment Kent) and eastern 
Ontario (Stormont-Dun-
das-Glengarry), as well 
as the $2.9-million medi-
cal-agricultural sciences 
initiative (MaRS LAND-
ING) announced in 
Guelph last fall. 

Combe hopes the next 
phase of  AgInnovation 
will be province-wide, 
perhaps using Brant 
County as a template. 

All this points to how 
the field of  extension 
– that is, extending 
knowledge from a source 
to a user – has changed. 
For decades, this was 
the domain of  the pro-
vincial government. It’s 
still involved, but to a 
lesser extent, so farm-
ers are looking to other 
sources for information, 
such as the innovation 
network. What’s unfold-
ing here could very well 
be the shape of  things to 
come.

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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New Year’s Eve Wedding

WEDDING

Sunday, February 2, 2003
2:00 - 4:30 pm
Chateau Gardens

11 Hebert St., Elmira
Acitivty Room. 

Best wishes only.

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE 
Retirement Party 

for Betty Ertel

www.vwwaterloo.com

DEMO SALE

Good Selection of Company Cars & Demonstrators
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For information on our tours or to receive 
our tour brochure, please contact;
Excel Tours
70 Baffin Place, Waterloo, ON N2V 1Z7
Phone: 519 747-1626
www.exceltours.ca
Travel Act #50008934

FAMILYALBUM
Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

GRADUATION

Phil and Marlene Hahn proudly announce the graduation of their children. We 
wish you both every success in the future and may all your dreams come true.

Derek Philip Hahn graduated from 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Management. He is a 
graduate of Conestoga College and 
EDSS. Derek is currently pursuing 
his hockey career playing in the CHL 
League in Amarillo, Texas.

Dr. Maisie Louise Hahn graduated 
with honours from New York 
Chiropractic College with a Doctor 
of Chiropractic. She received her 
Bachelor of Science Degree from 
the University of Western Ontario 
and is a graduate of EDSS. Maisie is 
planning to practice in the state of 
New Jersey for a few years.

Denise Witmer and Paul 
Panagapka were united in marriage 
on Tuesday, December 31, 2002 at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church in Heidelberg. 
Pastor Olaf Polsen officiated. Robert 
and Kim MacFarlane, friends of the 
bride and groom, were best man 
and matron of honour. Lacey and 
Christine McAllister, daughters of 
the bride, were bridesmaids. Ian and 
Isaac Panagapka, sons of the groom, 
were ushers. A reception was held at 
Riverside Maples in Three Bridges. The 
couple resides in Elmira.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Waterloo-Wellington 
MPP Ted Arnott  
announced Jan. 

13 that two more residents 
of  Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships will receive the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal.

Milo Shantz of  St. Ja-
cobs-based Mercedes 
Corp. and Wellesley Town-
ship’s nominee Grace 

Two more earn jubilee medals

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An ounce of  pre-
vention is worth 
a pound of  cure 

they say; or in this case 
a snazzy certificate in 
recognition for your ef-
forts from the regional 
health department.

Waterloo Region’s 
public health division 
recognized 24 long-term 
care facilities where 
more than 90 per cent 
of  the eligible staff  
voluntarily chose to re-
ceive a flu shot this fall 
– including five facili-
ties where 100 per cent 
of  the eligible staff  got 
their immunizations 
– as part of  its ‘Big Shot 
Challenge.’

Two of  the recognized 
facilities are located in 
Woolwich Township; 
Twin Oaks of  Maryhill 
and Elmira’s Chateau 
Gardens were both rec-
ognized for having 90 
per cent or greater of  
their staff  immunized 
against the flu.

“The biggest incentive 
is education,” said Twin 
Oak’s director of  nurs-
ing Elrone Bowman. 
“Our staff  know they 
can make a difference 
in the health of  our 
residents; that this is the 
best way they can pro-
tect our residents from 
the flu.”

The flu shot challenge 
isn’t new to the staff  as 
the program has existed 
since 1994. Neither is the 
common-sense need to 
get the immunization 
as a means of  protecting 

Minimizing the threat
Two Woolwich long-term care facilities recognized for staff immunization rates

residents, said Chateau 
Gardens’ director of  
care Marlene Goerz.

“The challenge is a way 
to heighten awareness 
for our staff  of  the im-
portance of  protecting 
the residents,” added 
Goerz.

While neither facil-
ity achieved 100 per 
cent this year, the pub-
lic health department’s 
food safety and infection 
control manager Cathy 
Egan was quick to rec-
ognize both facilities for 
their leadership in this 
area.

“Maryhill was the first 
one to win 100 per cent; 
that was back in 1995. 
That was just unheard 
of  that anybody could 
get 100 per cent of  their 
staff, so they’ve been on 

board for quite a long 
time,” explained Egan, 
then remembering in 
retrospect that “they 
were the highest the first 
year we did the program. 
They had 77 per cent of  
their staff  immunized, 
and that year the average 
was 34 per cent. They’ve 
been stellar since the 
beginning.”

Bowman acknowledges 
the message sunk in at 
Twin Oaks partly due to 
an outbreak of  influenza 
a few years ago, which 
Egan said also parallels 
rises in immunization 
rates region-wide after 
a highly-publicized out-
break at Central Park 
Lodge in 1999.

As they explain it, all 
three ensure the educa-
tion staff  receive on the 

immunization includes 
the consequences for 
staff  who’ve not had the 
shot should an outbreak 
occur. In that scenario 
the non-immunized 
staff  can be ordered by 
the regional medical of-
ficer of  health to either 
take unpaid leave or 
voluntarily take an anti-
viral medication and 
keep working.

Luckily that’s not a situ-
ation that any staff  have 
faced yet this flu season, 
as there have been no 
reported outbreaks at 
regional facilities.

“We’ve had no flu 
symptoms so far,” added 
Goerz. “Some of  our 
residents had some mild 
[symptoms] but the swab 
[cultures] came back 
negative.”

Oesch were both selected 
to receive the medals by 
the province of  Ontario. 
Arnott had previously 
sent a request to munici-
pal councils within his 
riding for nominees back 
in September.

Shantz is being rec-
ognized for his many 
contributions to the 
commercial revitaliza-
tion of  the village of  St. 
Jacobs, while Oesch’s 
many contributions to the 

Wellesley-North Easthope 
Agricultural Society, On-
tario 4-H, Ontario Farms 
Women’s Network and 
other community organi-
zations earned her the nod 
from Wellesley council at 
its meeting on Sept. 17.

Arnott’s office has yet to 
finalize when the medals 
will be presented to these 
latest recipients, which 
also include eight others 
nominated throughout 
Waterloo-Wellington.

Shantz and Oesch latest to receive honours

UPCOMING EVENT?
LET US KNOW. 669-5790
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Individual life insurance • Business insurance
Employee benefi ts programs • Disability coverage

Savings and investment products
Retirement income programs

Nancy Koebel
Kitchener/Waterloo

5 - 2480 Homer Watson Blvd., Kitchener
Bus. 895-2044 Res. 747-4388

Elmira
Truck
Serv ice

Truck & Trailer Main te nance
Cardlock Fuel Man age ment 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON IN SUR ANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Busi ness, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Guaranteed work on new sets of dentures
• No charge for consultation

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n  s t r u c  t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broad way St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Michelle Reay                                        669-0495

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring 
congratulations and  gifts 

for the family and the 
NEW BABY!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long 
distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Serving Your Com mu ni ty for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certifi ed
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L  L I N G  T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of As sist ance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HAN DLING 
& PROCESS ING SYS TEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Are you fi lthier than a dishrag or vacuum lint?
STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m., Sunday Noon - 5:30p.m.
Old Country Mill, second level

1441 King Street North St. Jacobs. (519) 664-3951

Sales and Training

519 669-0003
dwitmer@witmeraccounting.comPayroll/Income Tax

Jan. 16 to Feb. 15
The Bible: The Complete Word of God (abridged)

8:00 p.m.; Sat. matinee 2:00 p.m. (Jan. 16 at 7:30 p.m.)
Waterloo Stage Theatre

888.0000

BE PREPARED THIS WIN TER

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira

669-2884

Q.  Frequent fl yers, to beat 
plane boredom on your 
next trip, try to spot heili-
genschein (“holy light”) or 
even a glory.  Do you know 
what to watch for?

A.  If  you’re lucky 
enough to get a shady 
side window seat on a 
sunny day, after liftoff  
look for the plane’s 
shadow on the ground 
and watch as it grows 
smaller with altitude, 
says Jearl Walker in 
“Scientifi c American.”  
Then after shrinking 
to a dot – at 10,000 feet? 
– it may disappear and 
be replaced by a bright 
spot that travels over the 
ground.  Or the shadow 
may remain and be sur-
rounded by a halo.  This 
is heiligenschein, with 
sunlight near the shad-
ow point “scattered” 
back to your eyes.

For a more glorious 
sight, sun bright above 
and hazy/misty clouds 
beneath, you may espy 
the plane’s shadow play-
ing in the cloudy billows 
and – what’s this? – sud-
denly a full 360-degree 
rainbow-like coloured 
circle surrounds the 
shadow, says Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical 
University professor 
and pilot Cass Howell.  
Called a “glory,” it’s 
technically not a rain-
bow at all.  “Rare but 
beautiful!”

If  the cloud layer is 
near enough, you will 
see the plane’s shadow 
in the center of  the glo-
ry, more or less defi nite 
in shape, says Elizabeth 
Wood in “Science from 
Your Airplane Window.”  
Then if  you are very 
very fortunate and the 

plane now begins its 
descent, you will see the 
shadow grow larger and 
larger until it fi lls the 
whole glory ring.

Just don’t spread the 
word too widely.  “As 
more people fi nd out 
about such sights, win-
dow seats on the shady 
side of  the plane will 
become increasingly 
hard to get.”
Q.  We spend six years of our 
lives doing this, 70% of the 
time feeling bad, pursued, 
trying but failing, often 
over and over, occasionally 
exhilarated, and no one is 
quite sure why.  The whole 

experience is perplexing 
and confusing. 
We do it in our sleep, most 
often unaware, though once 
in a while we “wake up” 
even without awakening, 
becoming “lucid.” 
Here we are not just actor 
but playwright, steering the 
drama closer to our heart’s 
desire.  By now, don’t you 
know what’s going on?

A.  Right, this describes 
the marvelous, much-re-
marked altered state of  
human dreaming, done 
5-6 times every night, 
totaling 1-1/2 to 2 hours 
from sleep to waking.  
On rare occasions we 

become so lucidly self-
aware that we realize 
“it’s only a dream” even 
as the action unfolds.
Q.  Can you guess the fi lthi-
est, most bacteria-laden 
object in a typical house-
hold?  The toilet bowl?  
A wet dishrag?  Vacuum 
cleaner lint?

A.  It’s not an object at 
all but we humans, says 
Cornell microbiologist 
Stephen H. Zinder.  For-
get “fi lthy,” but the body 
is one whopping breed-
ing ground for bacteria, 
millions per square cm. 
in moister skin areas 
like armpits.

Here, bacteria + sweat 
= B.O., that old embar-
rassing equation.  Our 
mouths too harbor 
BILLIONS of  bacteria 
growing on the teeth 
as plaque, or between 
our teeth and gums.  In 

fact, our large intestines 
typically contain 100 
TRILLION bacterial 
cells, roughly equal to 
the number of  cells 
that make up our own 
bodies!

But not to worry, says 
Zinder, since most 
“microfl ora” are our 
friends, helping keep 
the bad guys (patho-
gens) at bay.  Actually, 
it’s now believed that 
insuffi cient exposure to 
microbes in our early 
years may predispose us 
to allergies and asthma 
later.  “Nevertheless, 
brushing and fl ossing 
one’s teeth is a good 
idea, since too many 
bacteria can cause cavi-
ties and gum disease.  As 
for that vacuum cleaner 
lint, it’s largely sloughed 
off  skin cells, so it comes 
from us too.”

January 19
Woolwich Trails Group – Join us for cross country 
skiing and snow shoeing at Sandy Hills Pinery Trail. 
From Elmira take Arthur St. North and and turn right 
on Sandy Hills Dr. (#3). Travel approximately 1 km., 
and look for fi re number #390 on the south side of the 
road. Call Brad Fisher at 669-9067 or Murray Beacom 
at 669-5680 for snow conditions. 

January 21 
Lucheon at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11a.m. – 2 p.m. Homemade Macaroni and 
Cheese, Ham, Spinach Salad, Tea, Coffee, dessert 
- $7.00. Sorry no takeouts. 669-2852. 

January 23
Health Education Session – 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. New 
Year – New Diet? The Truth About Diets, with Juan 
Inguanez, Registered Dietician. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.

January 24
H.U.G.S.  Program – 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Getting Ready For Junior 
& Senior Kindergarten: Kidslink. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794.

January 27
Elmira Horticultural Society – Annual Dinner, Carriage 
Hall, 6:15 – 7:45 -  Speaker: Doug Wilson, Wings of 
Paradise. Tickets $20 (meal, speaker, 2003 member-
ship). Tickets available at Woolwich Community Centre 
until Jan. 17. Everyone welcome. 

February 2
Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs  – Fundraising 
Concert, 7:00 p.m. Leap of Faith band – a 6 member 
Christian Folk Band with a country fl avour. Free will 
offering – refreshments to follow. CD available. 

February 14
Valentine’s Banquet and Auction – Children’s Home 
International. St. Jacobs United Church. 6:30 p.m. For 
tickets call 669-8130.

February 18
Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11a.m. – 2 p.m. Beef stew, homemade rolls, 
layered salad, coffee, tea, dessert $7.00. Sorry no 
takeouts. 669-2852.

March 18 
Luncheon at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11a.m. – 2 p.m. Hamburger Stroganoff, but-
tered noodles, tossed salad, coffee, tea, dessert $7.00. 
Sorry no takeouts. 669-2852.

VOLUNTEERS AND COMMUNITY PROGRAM

CradleLink,  a Lutherwood-CODA program, 
is always looking for caring Volunteers to 
provide weekly in-home support ot parents 
with a neborn or twins. Vounteer to cuddle 
babies, provide social support to parents and 
share information on parenting. To Volunteer, 
please call (519) 884-1666 ext. 285 or email 
mbannerman@lwdcoda.org
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When independent persons need a bit more care, relax knowing 
all needs will be met at Chateau Gardens Assisted Living Centre.
• Enjoy an all-inclusive lifestyle in a lovely new facility, 
featuring private or semi-private rooms, complete with 
meals, housekeeping and laundry.
• Live as actively as you choose in a safe, caring environ-
ment that features a greenhouse, workshop, quilt/hobby 
room, fitness area and chapel.

Rooms Available from $1350.00/month.
Vacation and Respite beds available.

For More Information Please call 
Joan Norris at 669-4111

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Quick, what’s the 
answer to the fol-
lowing question: 

‘In 1870, the so-called 
“Postage Stamp Prov-
ince” was created. What 
province acquired that 
nickname?’

Knowing the answer 
to that question and 
many others is what 
motivates the students 
in Elmira District Sec-
ondary School’s (EDSS) 
Reach for the Top team 
to take part in the quiz-
zical team game, which 
got its season underway 
Jan. 16 at the district 
board’s education centre 
in Kitchener.

“You get to learn, you 
get to meet new people 
and have a good time. 
It’s a nice atmosphere 
and the competition is 
fun,” said junior Reach 
team member Devon Gal-
loway during the team’s 
last meeting before the 
competition. Preparing 
for that competition has 
involved meeting over 
lunch once a week and 
going through sample 
drills, often with their 

Knowing all the answers
EDSS Reach for the Top teams prep for their season

tongues firmly planted in 
their cheeks.

“It’s a really safe en-
vironment. I mean we 
laugh,” said coach Kari 
Raymer, herself  a former 
Reach for the Top team 
member from her days 
as a student at EDSS. 

“No one ever says ‘I 
can’t believe you got that 
wrong.’”

With the goal of  win-
ning at least one of  the 
four rounds they faced 
Jan. 16, the team knows 
they won’t get down on 
themselves if  they get a 

few answers wrong – the 
thing they might have to 
work on is trying to stay 
serious.

“We’re always joking 
around during practices,” 
explained team member 
David Gartshore, which 
can be tricky sometimes 

come time for competi-
tion when the EDSS 
team sees how absolutely 
seriously some of  the 
region’s other schools 
are towards Reach for 
the Top.

Other team members 
quickly jumped on Garts-
hore’s comment, going 
through the schools at 
last year’s competitions 
that came in their team 
uniforms and seemed 
almost too serious.

“The finals last year 
were buzz, answer, shh,” 
added Galloway. “They’re 
a lot more formal than 
what we do here on lunch 
hours. You can’t buzz in 
and then say you don’t 
know the question.”

That lighthearted-
ness is appreciated by 
judges though, who’ve 
commented to Raymer 
about EDSS’ disposition 
at competitions in the 
past.

“There are judges from 
other schools who have 
often commented to me 
that our kids don’t al-
ways win but they have 
way more fun than the 
other teams. They’re so 
supportive of  each other 
and they laugh and they 

enjoy it,” she explained.
Part of  the strategy of  

avoiding the silent buzz-
in means that each 
person on the team tends 
to have an area where 
their knowledge of  the 
material is better. For 
example, Galloway’s 
would be the math ques-
tions, while teammate 
Jordan Schmidt might 
take the geography ques-
tions. Questions related 
to physics and chemistry 
wouldn’t likely see a buzz 
from the junior team, and 
neither would questions 
on literary knowledge.

“They conform to the 
curriculum,” explained 
team member Kurtis 
Titchecott. “Some of  the 
questions come right 
from the Grade 9 and 10 
curriculum a little bit, 
like the ones on World 
War I and World War II.”

Keeping that in mind 
should help the team 
throughout its season, 
where they will attend 
monthly competitions 
throughout the next few 
months, possibly being 
able to answer the “post-
age stamp” question with 
“Manitoba” and win a 
round or two for EDSS.

HUGO RODRIGUES

THE ANSWER IS… The junior Reach for the Top team takes a moment out of their practice meeting Jan. 15 
to demonstrate how to buzz in. Pictured from left in the back row are Kurtis Tithecott, David Gartshore, Jordan 
Schmidt, Jay Raynor, front row coach Kari Raymer, Devon Galloway and outgoing coach Mr. DeSchiffart.

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs  
(519) 664-3610

Rib Roasts

Pork Side Ribs

Stewing Beef

Sausage with Cheese

Turkey Breast

Marble Cheese

Weekly  Specials
Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades A, AA, AAA

Boneless Blade, Cross Cut & Short

Smoked

Whole

Lean

$3.49/LB

$2.69 /LB

$3.49 /LB

$6.99/LB
Deli Sliced, Smoked or Cooked

$2.99/LB

$4.99/LB

SLIDING INTO THE MARKET

HUGO RODRIGUES

SNOWY KISSES This vehicle seen here was involved in a minor two-vehicle collision on Benjamin Rd. near Weber St. N. in Woolwich Twp. 
around 2:40 p.m. on Jan. 10. A complete accident report was not available, but one of the drivers declined medical attention for a sore shoulder 
caused by her seatbelt. No charges were laid due to the road conditions.
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