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Woolwich homeowners are facing a 2.8 per cent 
hike this year in the township portion of  their 
property taxes after council gave preliminary 
consideration to that figure at a Feb. 4 budget 

meeting.
The increase would mean an additional payout of  $10.60 

per year on a home at the average assessed level of  
$163,000.

The increase would support a proposed operating budget 
of  $6.2 million and capital expenditures of  $4.6 million, 
treasurer Dan Chapman told councillors. Overall, the 
township proposes to increase its expenditures by 6.4 per 
cent – the tax increase would cover 2.8 percentage points, 
with the remaining 3.6 coming from growth in the town-
ship’s assessment base.

Of  the tax increase number, 1.8 per cent represents the 
increased spending portion, with the remaining one per-
centage point allocated for creating a fund to “fast-track” 
engineering projects, such as road repairs, he said.

Chief  administrative officer Peter Simmons said in-
creased costs – energy prices, a boost in staff  numbers, 
provincially-mandated upgrades – prompted the overall 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Travellers throughout 
Woolwich and Welles-
ley townships found 
themselves stranded 

THE CALM AFTER THE STORM School’s out for Elmira kids Kenton Shantz (left) and Trenton Weber. Tuesday’s storm meant that they got 
to skip lessons and play at home in their new igloo. 

Drivers stranded and accidents soar as whiteouts, icy roads wreak havoc
earlier this week after fierce 
snow squalls caused numerous 
accidents, prompting police to 
shut down area roadways on Feb. 
4 and 5. 

“In the five years I’ve been 
here, it’s the first time we’ve ever 

considered closing 86 as it runs 
through the region,” reported 
Sgt. Merv Knechtel.

Police were prompted to close 
Line 86 from west of  Ariss 
through Elmira to Dorking after 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A new highway be-
tween Kitchener 
and Guelph, and 
the completion of  

the Breslau bypass roadway 
are Woolwich Township’s 
top transportation concerns, 
council decided Feb. 4.

Meeting as a committee of  the 
whole, councillors picked the 
two projects in response to an 
inquiry from Waterloo-Welling-
ton MPP Ted Arnott.

Still in the planning stages 
at the provincial ministry of  
transportation, the Hwy. 7 proj-
ect would see the construction 
of  an entirely new highway 
north of  the existing route. 

The Breslau bypass, a Region 
of  Waterloo project, is already 
under construction – the new 
route will connect Reg. Rd. 17 
with Hwy. 7 while moving traf-
fic around the village core.

While approval was unani-
mous, Coun. Mark Bauman 
expressed reservations about 
endorsing only car-centred 
plans. He championed sup-

port of  the region’s proposed 
light rail transit (LRT) system 
linking Elmira to points as far 
south as Cambridge.

“I’m concerned that we’re 
sending a message that auto 
transportation is the only way 
– we should be diversifying our 
dollars into some public transit 
initiatives.”

But other councillors pointed 

to near-term needs as more 
fitting requests.

“The Breslau Bypass, Hwy. 7 
– these are priorities that we 
need to move on. The LRT is a 
ways down the road – I think 
they’re after projects that are 
issues within our township 
now,” said Coun. Murray 
Martin.
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winds up to 80 kilome-
tres per hour resulted in 
white out conditions and 
drifting, making already 
icy routes virtually im-
passable. 

With buses unable to 
take to the roads, area 
schools were closed as a 
result. 

After receiving word 
from the Wellington 
County OPP that condi-
tions in Alma had forced 
drivers to make their way 
back to Elmira, Knech-
tel contacted Woolwich 

Community Services 
(WCS) who arranged ac-
commodation for drivers 
at the community centre 
– “several motorists took 
advantage of  it,” said 
Knechtel. 

Kelly Christie, resourc-
es co-ordinator with 
WCS, and her husband 
spent most of  the night 
arranging beds and food 
for the weary travellers, 
reported Mary Visneskie 
of  WCS, adding that at 
least three motorists 
slept on couches in the 
youth centre.  After 
hearing about the plight 
of  stranded drivers on 
the radio, local resident 
Jim Charles brought 
coffees and blankets and 
Raphael’s Pizzeria and 
Café supplied free pizza, 
she said. 

“The township really 
came together: It was su-
per.”

Local pharmacists also 
found themselves busy 
fi lling orders for out-of-
town visitors. ”We were 
kept busy transferring 
prescriptions and supply-
ing emergency supplies,’ 
said Lisa Craig, owner 
of  the Shoppers Drug 
Mart, adding that insulin 
and inhalers were among 
some of  the medications.

The morning of  Feb. 
4 began with vehicles 
slipping and sliding off  
the road into each other 
and ditches after a night 
of  freezing rain. The day 
only got progressively 
worse as winds picked 
up and snow started to 
drift. Regional police and 
the OPP were called to 
numerous accidents and 
several pileups. 

The Elmira detachment 
responded to 18 accidents 
between 7 a.m. on Feb 
4 and 7 a.m. the next 
morning, and that doesn’t 
include those drivers who 
chose to abandon their ve-
hicles after slipping into 
ditches, Knechtel report-
ed. Offi cers responding 
to calls also ran into 
problems. Responding 
to an accident on Durst 
Road south of  Hawkes-
ville Road, a cruiser was 
damaged after a township 
snowplow slid off  the 

road into the cruiser.  
Police in New Hamburg 

reported similar condi-
tions after receiving 15 
calls for help after driv-
ers came upon “four-foot 
drifts” across area roads, 
reported Sgt. McDowell of  
the New Hamburg police. 
“It was pretty bad,” said 
McDowell, adding that 
one offi cer said it took 
an hour and 15 minutes 
to drive from Wellesley 
to the New Hamburg de-
tachment. An ambulance 
also lost control, sliding 
into the ditch at Nafziger 
Road and Wilby Road in 
Wilmot Township on the 
morning of  Feb. 5. For-
tunately there were no 
patients in the vehicle at 
the time, said McDowell.

The chaos, which para-
lysed the entire Waterloo 
region and neighbouring 
counties was the result 
of  high winds and snow 
squalls off  the Great 
Lakes that swept across 
southwestern Ontario 
throughout most of  the 
afternoon, evening and 
into the morning of  Feb. 
5. Police advised drivers 
to keep off  the roads, add-
ing that tickets would be 
issued to motorists who 
chose to ignore road clo-
sures. Several offi cers in 
the region were involved 
in accidents as they 
ventured out to assist 
stranded drivers.

Arthur Street South 
between Elmira and 
St. Jacobs was closed 
at noon Feb. 4 as police 
dealt with two separate 
accidents. When the con-
ditions worsened in the 
late afternoon, more 
than a dozen provincial 
highways were closed in 
southwestern Ontario 
including Hwy. 7 and 8 
from New Hamburg to 
Stratford and the 240-ki-
lometre stretch of  Hwy. 
6 from Guelph to Tober-
mory. Other highways 
closed included: Hwy. 9 
from Walkerton to Kin-
cardine and Hwy. 21 from 
Goderich to Owen Sound. 

Despite the volume 
of  accidents locally, no 
serious injuries were 
reported in Woolwich or 
Wellesley townships.

Travel halted as storm 
closes roads, schools

Continued from cover
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JOANNE PEACH

BRAVING THE STORM Mechanized transports weren’t the only ones 
to get stranded, as noted in this scene from Wallenstein on Feb. 4.

JOE MERLIHAN

A HELPING HAND Jim Charles supplied blankets and coffee and donuts for stranded travellers staying at 
the  community centre in Elmira after a snowstorm on Feb. 4 prompted police to close area roadways. 
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UPFRONT

Gigging on geckos
St. Clements man has passion for scaly little creatures

JOANNE PEACH

MCC requests more 
relief kits for displaced 

families in Iraq

 See LIZARDS Page 5

Mapleton teen 
injured in fall

OPP not looking 
for your money

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rather like his reptile 
charges, Rob Conrad 
is his own man. The St. 
Clements resident and 

reptile breeder can’t explain 
why he has a passion for the 
scaly little creatures. “I just 

do,” he shrugged. And 
always did from the 

time he 
was six 

years old 
w h e n 

he used to 
help out in 

his parent’s 
pet store.

Since that 
time, Conrad 

has made it his 
personal quest 

to share his 
f a s c i n a t i o n 
for lizards, 
snakes and 

frogs with oth-
ers. 
“I think reptiles 

are the perfect pets,” he said, 
adding that dogs and cats tend 
to require too much emotional 
attention. “Reptiles are their 
own animals, you can’t make 
them into anything, you can’t 
train them,” he added. “I like 
the fact you don’t have to inter-
act with them – they don’t need 
affection.” 

But you can study them, 
which is perhaps more inter-
esting than cuddling a cat or 
walking a dog, he suggested.

With so much diversity in 
terms of  colours, markings 
and natural habitats, reptiles 
are essentially a lifetime study. 

“They are found on every cor-
ner of  the earth from Frogeye 
Geckos in southern Russia to 
China to Madagascar, Conrad 
said, adding that their habitats 
can vary signifi cantly from hu-
mid environments to the arid 
conditions of  the desert. Wheth-
er it’s the brilliant colours of  the 
hyperolius Marmoratus Reed 
frog or the distinctive markings 
of  the Leopard gecko, “Every 
time I see them, I get hooked 

– I can look at one for hours,” 
smiled Conrad.

And he’s not alone in his 
passion. Since Conrad opened 
Global Exotic Pets Inc. in 1995, 
the interest in reptiles has re-
ally grown.

“I was kind of  cutting edge, I 
got into reptiles in a time when 
reptile stores didn’t really 
exist. I realized then if  I was 
interested someone else would 
have to be interested too.” 

Today Global breeds and 
supplies reptiles to various 
destinations around the world. 
At least 70 per cent of  that 
business comes through the In-
ternet and the mail. Yes, lizards 
can travel quite safely by mail 
as long as they have the right 
environment, said Conrad.

Geckos and chameleons, 
among Conrad’s personal 
favourite, are particularly pop-
ular among reptile hobbyists. 
Even advertisers have tapped 
into the lure of  the exotic crea-
tures. Ten of  Conrad’s prized 
Giant Day Geckos played a 
starring role in a Clearnet 

(now Telus) cellular phone 
television commercial. Lizards 
in particular, seem to appeal to 
marketers. 

Advertisers say, “Our theme 
this year is the environment, 
get us something that smiles 
and is friendly and looks like it 
can wink at you.” Reptiles also 
tend to represent all things en-
vironmental, he said. 

It’s that quirky disposition 
and close resemblance to di-
nosaurs that likely attracts the 
public to reptiles. Movies like 
Jurassic Park have certainly 
helped to make the creatures 
more endearing. 

“I think people want a bit of  
history,” Conrad suggested. “I 
think when you look at them 
they are pretty much un-
changed from what they were 
a million years ago, and that’s 
fascinating.”  

It’s that fascination that Con-
rad tries to impart to students 
when he hosts educational 
seminars at local schools. 
“Everyone gets to handle the 

As war with Iraq appears imminent, the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is 
continuing its drive to collect relief kits for 
Iraqi families displaced by war.
Partner agencies in Iraq are requesting at 

least another 8,000 kits: over 8,000 have 
already been shipped overseas. According 
to UN estimates more than one million 
Iraqis are already displaced, the conditions 
are expected to worsen. 
Each relief kits include basic sanitary 

items such as soap, toothbrushes and 
towels. MCC are asking for donations to be 
placed in a cardboard box and delivered to 
50 Kent Ave. Kitchener or check with local 
collection points by calling 622 6337.

A 15-year-old male from Mapleton Town-
ship was injured Feb. 1 in a 13-foot fall at a 
farm on Wellington County Road 45.
Tyler Weber had been loading tires from 

a pile to the bucket of a front-end loader 
when he fell to the ground. Mapleton Twp. 
fi refi ghters from Drayton and county para-
medics responded to the scene, and Weber 
was transported to Grand River Hospital 
where he was treated and released for 
his injuries. The Farm Safety Association is 
investigating this incident.

The Western Region branch of the OPP 
is advising residents that an organization 
called ‘Our Provincial Police News’ has 
been fraudulently soliciting money on 
behalf of the OPP.
The OPP clarifi ed that it does not con-

duct fundraising campaigns targeting the 
general public, and does not authorize any 
other agency to do so on its behalf. The 
group which has been soliciting money 
is not associated with the OPP, and is a 
separate for-profi t company.
The OPP are advising that anyone who re-

ceives a call or mail from Our Provincial Police 
News contact PhoneBusters at 888-810-2521.

Snyder Metal Fab. 
gets its wish

Taking several concerns into account, 
Woolwich Council approved a zone 
change application from Snyder Metal 
Manufacturing at its Feb. 4 committee of 
the whole meeting.
The approval means the company will 

be able to purchase 0.65 hectares from a 
neighbouring agricultural property for its 
industrial uses. While there is no planned 
addition to the existing buildings at the 
Northfi eld Dr. E. site, the additional land will 
allow the company to create further storage 
and a circular track that will allow trucks to 
park, load and unload their supplies.
Township staff had recommended ac-

cepting the application providing there is 
no further expansion of the metal shop on 
the property.

Kennel gets the okay

LIZARDS UNLEASHED St. Clements resident Rob Conrad has a passion for lizards that turned into a thriving enterprise. His business Global Aquatics breeds and exports 
reptiles to destinations around the world.

A new kennel was approved Feb. 4 for 800 
Hawkesville Rd. in Woolwich Twp., which 
will house six Jack Russel Terriers and two 
mixed-breed dogs.
The approval for the kennel, requested 

by Jonas Bauman, was granted with little 
fanfare as Woolwich councillors met as a 
committee of the whole. With the approval, 
Bauman will undergo a fi nal inspection of 
his kennel facilities before anteing up the 
$75 kennel fee.
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hike, adding all existing 
township services will be 
maintained or expanded. 
The 2.8 bump in taxes is 
inline with cost-of-living 
figures from the con-
sumer price index (CPI) 
in Ontario.

“We’ve held our limit 
to 2.8, which is the 
number we get from 
Statistics Canada,” said 
Simmons.

“We do really want to 
get the point across that 
the 2.8 is inclusive of  that 
one per cent fast-track 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having operated 
with a deficit 
last year in its 
water services, 

Woolwich Township is 
proposing a four-per-
cent increase in 2003 to 
cover its costs. Water use 
would be billed at $0.76 
per cubic metre, up from 
$0.73 last year – the bi-
monthly service charge 
of  $12.44 would remain 

4% hike in works for Woolwich water
Sewer rates to remain unchanged in plan discussed at budget deliberations

unchanged.
The hike would mean 

an extra $7.50 a year in 
expenses to each resi-
dential customer, based 
on average household 
consumption of  about 250 
cubic metres.

At a budget meeting Feb. 
4, director of  engineering 
and planning Dave Gos-
nay told councillors the 
increase was necessary 
to offset expenses. Un-
der last year’s rate, the 
township was unable to 

recover what it paid out 
for water, which it pur-
chases from the Region 
of  Waterloo.

“That’s based on an 
actual calculation of  the 
2002 performance,” he ex-
plained. “We charged out 
at 73 cents. Our expenses, 
when you do the calcula-
tions, really translated 
into 77 – we charged out 
at 73 and we ran 77 cents 
worth of  expenses.

Facing the expansion 
and replacement of  an 

aging water infrastruc-
ture, Woolwich needs to 
make more money avail-
able, said Gosnay.

Along with watermain 
replacement – 2002 was 
a bad year for system 
failures – the township 
is looking at extending 
services to previously 
privately-owned systems 
in Breslau and Heidel-
berg. New subdivisions 
in Elmira, St. Jacobs, 
Breslau and Conestogo 
will also require servic-
ing.

Councillors expressed 
some reservations about 
the hike, which would 
bring water rates to their 
highest level since 1994, 
when water was billed at 
$0.79 per cubic metre.

“I would think that our 
costs shouldn’t go up just 
because we’re expand-

ing water services to 
other areas – those costs 
should be borne by those 
people,” said Coun. Ruby 
Weber.

While expansions are 
paid for by the developers 
of  new subdivisions, said 
Gosnay, the township 
continues to upgrade its 
systems – requirements 
that have become more 
costly in the wake of  the 
disaster in Walkerton and 
the provincial inquiry.

“With the fallout from 
Walkerton, there’s an 
increase in the degree 
of  diligence required 
in the operation of  the 
water system – certainly 
there are some increased 
expenses that come with 
that,” he said.

Coun. Mark Bau-
man said homeowners 
concerned about the in-

crease could adjust their 
consumption to reduce 
their bills.

“When we raise taxes on 
the levy side of  things, 
there’s nothing the ho-
meowner can do about 
that. On the water usage 
side, if  they don’t like a 
four-per-cent increase, 
they can decrease their 
water usage by four per 
cent and pay essentially 
the same,” he said.

“People do have the op-
tion, on user-pay systems 
like this, of  reducing 
their costs.”

On the wastewater side, 
the township is looking 
to keep last year’s rate 
of  $1.38 per cubic metre. 
Currently, the average 
Woolwich householder 
pays approximately $38 
each month for water and 
wastewater services.

program. It’s important 
to us that we’ve man-
aged to squeeze that in 
to that increase, which 
helps put additional 
stuff  on the ground, or 
under the ground as well, 
depending on how it’s al-
located.”

The proposed budget 
for 2003, including the 2.8 
per cent increase, calls 
for operating expenses 
of   $6,221,172 and capital 
expenses of   $4,642,700. 
Revenues are forecast at 
$3,220,020 and $3,835,300, 
respectively.

Simmons said he 
expects council will 
settle on final budget 
numbers at its Feb. 25 
meeting.

Last week, the Region 
of  Waterloo approved its 
2003 budget, setting its 
tax increase at two per 
cent, boosting the aver-
age homeowner’s bill by 
$22. in Woolwich, the re-
gional levy accounts for 
53 per cent of  the average 
tax bill, with the school 
boards taking 28 per cent 
and the township getting 
19 per cent.

Continued from cover

Taxes held at 2.8%

Five counts of fraud against a 
Kingwood man were dropped 
on Jan. 21 after the accused 

made restitution.
Errol Duke paid the money back in 

full, said his lawyer Hal Mattson.
Duke was granted an adjourn-

ment until Jan. 21, 2003 after 
requesting time to make restitu-
tion during his appearance at the 
Kitchener Provincial Court on Dec. 
2, 2002.In an interview following 
the Dec. 2 hearing, Mattson said 
Duke was attempting to sell his 

Fraud charges against Kingwood man dropped
property in order to pay the money 
he owed. 
Duke was charged with three 

counts of fraud exceeding $5,000 
against a Waterloo resident Dino 
Faclaris between Aug. 31, 1994 
and Feb. 22, 1996. 
During that period, Duke is ac-

cused of receiving monies from 
Faclaris for investment purposes 
then converting the funds for 
his own use. He is also charged 
with falsifying documentation to 
obtain funds held in Faclaris’ bank 

account.  
Furthermore, Duke faces charges 

of defrauding the Empire Life Insur-
ance Company of monies in excess 
of $5,000 by submitting falsified 
documentation to obtain funds in 
Faclaris’ account. 
Duke is also accused of defraud-

ing the Toronto Dominion Bank of 
monies not exceeding $5,000 on 
Sept.13, 1994 in the Township of 
Wilmot by obtaining funds from 
a cheque that he was not entitled 
to.

JOANNE PEACH

HUGO RODRIGUES

WHOOPS  Travelling northbound on Regional Road 85 this driver took a slight detour, taking out a road 
sign on the King Street offramp off in St. Jacobs. No injuries were sustained.  

JACKKNIFE This 
tractor-trailer was 
another of the group 
of accidents that 
contributed to the 
closure of Arthur St. 
S. between Listowel 
and Sawmill roads 
around 12 p.m. on 
Feb. 4. The driver 
of the tractor-trailer 
lost control of his 
rig and crossed over 
into the oncoming 
lane and hitting the 
pickup truck (inset). 
The removal of the 
rig required a heavy 
tow truck, and 
blocked the road 
while the vehicle 
was straightened 
out and then towed 
to Elmira.
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120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA  669-2333              STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT 
FEBRUARY 8 - FEBRUARY 14, 2003

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PRESIDENT’S CHOICE & NO NAME PRODUCTS

CHRISTIE

BITS AND BITES
CLUB PACK
900 - 950G  $5.99ea.

CHAPMAN'S

ICE CREAM
(ASST. VARIETY)
4L PAIL  $4.99ea.

PRODUCT OF CANADA

POTATOES
10LB BAG  $1.99ea.

HOT HOUSE

TOMATOES
Product of USA 4.39/kg

 $1.99lb.

HOME OF THE LARGEST FULL SERVICE 
MEAT COUNTER IN TOWN

3.73kg

Chicken Breasts

Pork Tenderloin

Pork Back Ribs

Pork Side Ribs

Peameal Back Bacon

Turkeys (5-7KG)

Beef Steak Tails

Fresh Boneless

Fresh
8.80kg

$4.99 11.00kg

LB.

LB.

LB.

$4.99

$1.69 LB.

LB.$3.99

DE
LI 

SP
EC

IAL
S





11.00kg

Frozen President's Choice

Boneless Bottom Sirloin

Fresh

Fresh

By the Piece
$2.29 5.05kgLB.

$3.99 8.80kgLB.

8.80kg

$3.99

Black Forest Ham

Bologna

Cooked Ham

Selby's, Sliced or Shaved

Schneider's Sliced
8.80kg

$2.29 5.05kg

LB.

LB.

LB.

$3.29 7.25kg

$3.99

NATURE VALLEY

CRUNCHY 
GRANOLA BARS
VARIETY PACK - 1.1KG  $8.79ea.

FRESH

CAULIFLOWER
Product of USA  $1.99ea.

 6/$1.99
FRESH

RED
GRAPEFRUIT
PRODUCT OF FLORIDA

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As they read over 
their public 
cousins’ scores 

in province-wide tests 
last week, independent 
schools across the region 
were trying to avoid be-
ing drawn into the same 
kind of  testing.

Premier Ernie Eves re-
newed his throne speech 
commitment in mid-Jan-
uary that new standards 
of  testing and measuring 
student progress would 
be implemented at inde-
pendent schools choosing 
to offer the Equity in Ed-
ucation Tax Credit, and 
asked the Ministry of  
Finance to enter into con-
sultations with schools 
on the subject.

“On Jan. 22, representa-
tives from the Ministry of  
Finance met with a group 
of  parents and school 
reps and this group is 
doing research to find out 
how testing is being done 
in independent schools. 
That’s all we know 
right now,” said John 
Thompson, acting head 
of  St. John’s-Kilmarnock 
(SJK) north of  Breslau, a 
member of  the Ontario 
Conference of  Indepen-
dent Schools (CIS).

The issue initially met 
with some resistance at 
private schools – many of  
which already use stan-
dardized tests and guard 
their independence and 
do not want to be forced 
into buying into govern-
ment tests run by the 
Education Quality and 
Accountability Office 
(EQAO).

“Yes there is some stan-
dardized testing going on 
at St. John’s-Kilmarnock 
school. Is it the type that 
the government is inter-
ested in? That’s too early 
to say. That’s why we’re 
having to watch to see 
how it unfolds. We obvi-
ously are quite interested 
in this but we’ll have to 

Testing under review for private schools
Ministry of Finance sought input on measuring student progress as part of tax credit

see what their next step 
is and what they come up 
with,” added Thompson. 
“The Conference of  In-
dependent schools, which 
we belong to, are moni-
toring the consultations 
for further progress.”

“The conference did re-
spond to a request from 
the ministry for consulta-
tion, and we did meet with 
ministry officials. The 
discussion was not about 
standardized testing, it 
was about monitoring 
student progress and 
communicating that to 
parents. They made ref-
erence to the fact that it 
was directly as a result of  
the throne speech where 
those words were very 
clear,” clarified the CIS’ 
Janet Lewis, who was 
involved in the consulta-
tions with the ministry. 
“CIS schools do monitor 
student progress. We 
measure student prog-
ress on a very regular 
basis and communicate 
frequently to parents, 
so they’re already are 
processes in place within 
the schools. That’s what 
we were conveying to the 
ministry officials whom 
we spoke with.”

The need to introduce 
accountability through 
a new province-wide 
system of  student mea-
surement is also a moot 
point according to the 
Ontario Alliance of  
Christian Schools (ACS), 
another party to the re-
cent consultations.

“Accountability is a 
good thing. Independent 
schools should be able 
to use the type of  recog-
nized instrument – and 
standardized testing may 
not be the only way to 
go – that will help par-
ents gain information,” 
explained ACS’ John 
Vanasselt. “The point of  
Ernie Eves’ statement 
is to say these schools 
need to be able to show us 
that these kids are learn-
ing how to do reading, 

writing and arithmetic. 
Secondly, the parents 
who are interested in 
those schools need to be 
able to make an informed 
decision. They need some 
kind of  comparisons they 
can make.”

Vanasselt estimated that 
up to 90 per cent of  ACS’ 
members already use the 
Canadian Test of  Basic 
Skills to measure student 
progress every second 
year, and those that don’t 
use other recognized 
methods.

“The key phrase is this 
notion of  ‘recognized in-
strument.’ … The notion 
of  having some standing 
within the educational 
community is important, 
and the schools should 
be able to choose those 

that best suit their 
philosophies and their 
programs,” added Vanas-
selt.

Participating in EQAO 
testing is one of  those op-
tions as well. Woodland 
Christian High School, 
also north of  Breslau, 
voluntarily puts its 
Grade 9 and 10s through 
the mathematics and 
literacy tests run by the 
province, noted interim 
principal Diane Stromks, 
who was hesitant to say 
whether Woodland would 
support mandated test-
ing.

“We do already have a 
ministry inspector check-
ing out what we teach, 
how we teach it and hold-
ing us to the standards 
that the Ministry of  

Education sees as impor-
tant and we implement 
the Ontario curriculum,” 
added Stromks.

With the consultations 
now over a decision on 
the matter is now pend-
ing, confirmed Ministry 
of  Finance spokesperson 
Boni Fox Gray.

“The feedback that was 
received during those 
consultations is current-
ly being evaluated for 
the purpose of  preparing 
proposals to take to cabi-
net,” said Gray on Feb. 4. 
“There is not even a time-
line set yet for presenting 
any of  these proposals, 
nor for presenting the 
feedback received to edu-
cation policy people and 
the reason is that the con-
sultations just wrapped 

up late last week. It’s just 
at the very early stages of  
wading through the feed-
back, but it is ongoing.”

Based on the consulta-
tion process the end 
result shouldn’t offend 
too many within the 
independent school com-
munity since they felt the 
discussions were produc-
tive.

“I find it very positive. 
The government’s on an 
information gathering 
mission at the moment I 
think. At least that’s the 
way it was portrayed to 
us, that they’re just gath-
ering information from 
parents and stakehold-
ers,” explained Vanasselt. 
“It’s not confrontational 
at all. I find it coopera-
tive.”

reptile before we leave,” 
he smiled, adding that 
the educational side of  
the business has really 
grown in recent years.

With an enviable sup-
ply of  contacts and 
trusted suppliers at his 
fingertips, Conrad and 
Global have become an 
internationally recog-
nized reptile dealer and 
breeder. A far cry from 
the days when, as a boy, 
he was so disappointed 
with the absence of  rep-
tiles in pet shops. 

“I would go into pet 
shops and I would im-
mediately run to the very 

limited reptile section 
that usually consisted of  
two tanks .” 

He pledged then to make 
reptiles a focus in the pet 
business. Today, Global 
Exotic Pets, situated on 
King Street in Waterloo, 
is a well-known meeting 
place for reptile enthusi-
asts and hobbyists. While 
making money is impor-
tant, admits Conrad, “we 
(Global Exotics) share 
the same passion as our 
clients do and that’s why 
we do well,” he smiled, 
placing one rather skit-
tish Giant Day Gecko 
back into the safety and 
familiarity of  its cage. 

Lizards R us
Continued from page 3
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FEBRUARY
WINTER
BLOWOUT!

St. Jacobs Antique & Book Market
ANNOUNCES THEIR

Furniture
China
Glass

Used &
Antiquarian

Books

Jewelry
Collectibles

Art

up to 50% off
Opposite the Stone Crock Restaurant

in the village of St. Jacobs

8 Spring St., St. Jacobs, ON
stjacobsantiques.com

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Pork Sausage
Fresh Regular or Garlic

$2.29 lb.

Montreal
Smoked Meat

Deli Sliced

$4.29 lb.

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from February 10 to February 15

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Chicken Breasts
Tex Mex, Honey Garlic or

Lemon Herb

$4.89 lb.

Bulk, 5+ lbs - $2.09 lb.

$2.69

Mini

lb.

Blackforest Hams

Beef Stew
11⁄2 lbs. Home Made Heat and Serve

$5.99 ea.

Marble Cheese
Bright's

$5.19 lb.

Grade 3 Grade 6 

Reading      Writing Math Reading Writing MathSchools

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
Provincial 9 27 45 5 2 33 48 8 5 27 48 10 6 28 47 9 6 33 43 10 8 28 41 13 
Board avgs. 8.5 27 45 5 1.5 34.5 48 6.5 4.5 29.5 48.5 7 6 27.5 48.5 8 5.5 32.5 44 10 7 29 43 11 
Breslau  0 16 61 8 0 21 53 8 0 5 42 42 0 34 48 12 2 28 54 12 6 20 38 32 
Conestogo  6 30 48 12 3 39 42 15 18 36 39 6
Floradale 0 19 52 10 0 14 57 14 0 43 38 0 0 21 54 12 8 17 54 17 4 4 67 12 
John Mahood 14 31 36 5 0 38 50 5 7 36 45 2
Linwood 14 48 27 4 0 50 46 2 4 38 59 0 11 21 44 9 9 32 39 5 12 33 35 4
Park Manor 5 25 48 7 1 27 43 16 4 31 33 8
Riverside 0 15 67 7 4 22 41 15 0 11 56 19 
St. Boniface 17 11 72 0 0 17 83 0 0 39 61 0 5 42 37 5 11 32 42 5 36 11 42 11 
St. Clement 0 20 55 20 0 25 65 2 0 0 35 60 6 9 61 18 9 9 55 21 0 9 45 39 
St. Jacobs 8 22 56 0 0 28 58 6 8 36 47 0 0 32 52 13 3 23 42 26 6 29 48 10 
St. Teresa 0 14 62 19 0 24 76 0 0 24 71 0 0 12 71 17 4 17 46 33 4 4 62 29 
Wellesley 10 39 37 2 2 37 49 7 0 37 56 5 8 21 60 4 6 27 52 10 0 25 56 13 
Winterbourne 0 32 48 8 0 36 44 8 0 20 60 0
* Level 1 = does not meet provincial standard, Level 2 = meets standards in some areas, Level 3 = meets standards in all areas, Level 4 = exceeds standards 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Despite the tendency 
to view recently-re-
leased results from 

the May 2002 round of  
Grade 3 and 6 testing as 
the be all and end all of  
student progress, they’re 
not – even though they 
show most local student 
test scores in Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships 
ahead of  the average.

“The test results are just 
one little picture that we 
look at. We had a pretty 
good idea of  what the 
group of  students that 
would be working through, 
what their results might 
be,” said Conestogo PS 
principal Scott Galbraith, 
carrying the general tone 
of  staff  at the 15 elemen-
tary schools across both 
townships where the five 
days of  testing in reading, 
writing and math skills 
was coordinated by On-
tario’s Education Quality 
and Accountability Office 
(EQAO).

Students in area schools 
did well, with most 
scoring a level three in 
achievement on a four-
point scale where level 
one meant not meeting 
the provincial standard, 
level two meant almost 
meeting the standard, 
level three meant meet-
ing the standard and 
level four meant ex-
ceeding standards. Of  
note, the three Catholic 
schools in Maryhill, St. 
Clements and Elmira had 
most of  their students 
performing at a level 
three or four – something 
St. Clement School Ed 

Woolwich kids okay, says EQAO
Township’s schools fare better than average, particularly Catholic schools

Jirodat chalked up to 
something more holistic 
than just reading, writ-
ing and math.

“We’ve talked about this 
as a staff… and I think it 
would be difficult to say 
that we do this one thing 
a year and you get this 
result. It’s not quite that 
simple. I think it has a 
lot to do with the whole 
education of  the student, 
not just the Grade 3 and 
6 years,” said Jirodat, 
whose Grade 3 students 
had no level one results 
in any area and whose 
Grade 6s weren’t far be-
hind. “It’s the community 
– the old saying ‘it takes a 
village to raise a child.’ I 
think that out here it’s a 
combination of  having 
done all the right things 
that we say should be 
done for students and it 
all happened here… It’s 
certainly the community 
aspect – parents doing 
the right thing with their 
children when they’re 
younger, reading and 
that and their preschool 
experience. There’s 
also stability among the 

student population and 
certainly good teaching 
is a component.”

Elmira’s St. Teresa of  
Avila School principal 
John Sullivan echoed 
Jirodat’s whole-com-
munity thought being 
reflected in the test re-
sults, adding “at St. 
Teresa’s we’ve also had 
a lot of  parent support. 
We run what we call an 
all-star reading program 
where parents come in 
and assist some of  our 
primary students with 
reading. Some of  the 
primary classes also send 
home in the evenings 
what we call math and 
reading suitcases and 
basically they’re a box 
of  resources and materi-
als that we ask parents to 
work on with their child 
in the evening. 

“We have a good group 
of  students and tremen-
dous parent support and 
teachers implementing 
the literacy program,” 
said Sullivan, something 
that can be applied to 
those schools where the 
results were dispersed 

amongst the four levels, 
such as at Linwood PS.

“The literacy program 
at our school is some-
thing that we have been 
focusing on at our school 
and that is something 
that I can see remaining 
the same for next year,” 
explained Linwood’s 
vice-principal Betti Ad-
ams, whose students’ 
performance was closer 
to the distribution seen 
in provincial and district 
board averages.

The benefit of  the EQAO 
tests as one of  the assess-
ment tools that schools 
can use to measure stu-
dent performance is also 
in the results – each school 
receives the complete 
results of  each student’s 
performance, and recom-
mendations are made by 
the EQAO at the provin-
cial, school board and 
school level to improve the 
students’ performance.

“We are in the process of  
reviewing what we have 
and the information we 
have from last year. What 
we do then is with staff  
and parents put together 

a plan that will help the 
students improve a little 
bit more in each area. 
At this point we don’t 
know exactly what that 
is because we’re in the 
process of  looking at the 
data,” added Adams.

“We’re always aiming 
to move more kids from 
a level one to a level two, 
from a level two to a level 
three… we try to increase 
that each year, but you just 
never know because the 
kids change each year.”

“Hopefully we’ve been 
able to move them and 
we will then be able 
to move them further 
along as they go,” echoed 
Galbraith, whose staff  
decided last year based 

on EQAO and other class-
room assessments that 
the school would work 
on splitting classes into 
smaller groups for math, 
to increase achievement 
in that area. “Hopefully, 
by the time they’re fin-
ished with their Grade 8 
education they’ve moved 
right along. We have 
to try to deal with the 
resources that we have 
and try to make sure that 
we’re working within 
the areas of  most need 
within that particular 
group of  kids.”

All four principals were 
careful to point out that 
the EQAO tests are just 
one of  the tools that teach-
ers have at their fingertips 
to improve student perfor-
mance in the core areas, 
and that the results will 
be taken as such.

“The EQAO testing 
occurs over a five-day pe-
riod, and the teachers are 
working with students 
for 185 days. They’re 
doing assessments and 
they’re using other as-
sessment tools, so the 
EQAO package is a tool... 
It’s just happens to be the 
one that gets all the atten-
tion because it’s the one 
that’s provincially run,” 
said Sullivan.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An Elmira District 
Secondary School 
student made the 

trip to the nation’s capi-
tal on Feb. 6 to receive an 
award for her contribu-
tions to Black History 
Month.

Chloe Hamilton was one 
of  nine students from 
across Canada to accept 
the prestigious Mathieu 
Da Costa Challenge award 
for her essay covering why 
it’s important to celebrate 
Black History. The Hon. 
Jean Augustine, secretary 
of  state and Doug Willard 
president of  the Teachers 
Federation presented the 
awards during a special 
ceremony at the Canadian 
Museum of  Civilization 
in Ottawa on Feb 6. 

The annual Mathieu 
Da Costa Challenge 
presentation, invites 
students aged between 
nine and 18 to submit an 
essay, short story, poem 
or a piece of  art work 
celebrating the contribu-
tions of  Aboriginal and 
diverse ethnocultural 
groups, said Willard. The 

Black history 
is important

EDSS student scores a Canadian Heritage 
Award for her essay on black history

program, which attracted 
581 entries this year, 
is designed to enhance 
the study of  Canadian 
history by inviting the 
students to share the sto-
ries of  Canadians from 
different ethnic origins. 

The award is named 
in honour of  Mathieu 
Da Costa, a freeman 
of  Africa Descent who 
worked with Pierre Duga 
de Mond, a leader in the 
establishment of  French 
settlements of  Eastern 
Canada and with Samuel 
de Champlain in the 
1600s. The Department 
of  Canadian Heritage in 
1996 created the award 
to coincide with Black 
history month in Feb-
ruary and Canada’s 
25th anniversary of  its 
multiculturalism policy 
launched the challenge. 

CHLOE HAMILTON
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FOR THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY ONLY!!!

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm  •  Sat 8am-5pm

PROMOTION IN EFFECT UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2003

NATURAL CHOICE LAMB MEAL & RICE
 • No Chicken bi-products, ground corn
• Guaranteed less shedding
• Less backyard clean-up
• North America's #1 selling lamb & rice formula

PURCHASE ANY BAG 
OF NUTRO DOG OR 

CAT FOOD DURING THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY & 

WE'LL ENTER YOUR NAME

BE ENTERED

TO WIN A FREE

BAG WITH EVERY

PURCHASE!

(Same as what 
you purchased)

 TO WIN A 
FREE BAG!

Stone Crock Restaurant & Catering
59 Church St. West, ELMIRA (519) 669-1521

Coffee or tea included
* Prices per person, 

taxes & gratuity extra

$5.99*

$18.95*

Served 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Saturday
BREAKFAST BUFFET

prime Rib Dinner
from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Succulent prime rib of beef, with soup, 
salad bar, your choice of potato, vegetable 
& dessert 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday Evenings

WINTER sPECIALS
In Elmira
For a limited time only!

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A battle between the 
Centre Wellington 
Township and a 

citizens’ group over the 
relocation of  the Elmira 
Raceway and its 200 slot 
machines to Elora came 
to an end on Feb. 3.

Township council passed 
a bylaw on Monday night 

Raceway battle in Elora comes to an end
Coalition hands over cheque for legal costs after winning guarantees from Centre Wellington council

agreeing to provide as-
surance to members of  
the Centre Wellington 
Citizens’ Coaltion that 
they will not be pursued 
for any further costs re-
lated to their failed bid 
to stop the raceway. The 
coalition had refused 
last week to hand over 
$63,000 in compensation 
for township legal fees 
pending a waiver of  fu-

ture action.  
Having received a legal 

release, coalition mem-
bers handed over the 
cheque on Feb. 4, putting 
an end to a lengthly legal 
battle, which took the two 
parties to the Superior 
Court and the Ontario 
Court of  Appeal. 

“That’s the end of  one 
chapter and the begin-
ning of  another chapter,” 

“The LRT is in the fu-
ture – we would hope not 
too far – but where the 
money is today is in these 
projects. I think they 
would qualify for [fund-
ing] right now,” added 
Mayor Bill Strauss.

The Hwy. 7 development, 
slated to cost some $130 
million, is still in the en-
vironmental assessment 
stage. MTO representa-
tive Dave Wake said Feb. 
5 he expects to submit 
a report to the ministry 
of  environment this 
spring, which would 
spawn a public review 
process lasting eight to 10 
months.

“After the EA (envi-
ronmental assessment) 
approval is in place, then 
we look at the budget 
implications, setting up a 
schedule, and doing the 
necessary design work. It’s 
really hard to predict how 
long that might take.”

The Breslau bypass is 
expected to be completed 
by 2004.

In a related matter, 
council also instructed 
staff  to consult with Ar-

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Woolwich and 
W e l l e s l e y 
townships will 

soon be able to tap into 
additional funding op-
portunities, following a 
change to the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation’s 
eligibility guidelines.  

As of  April 1, 2003 the 
foundation is accepting 
applications from small 
communities – defi ned 
as municipalities with a 
population of  20,000 or 
less – for grants in the 
arts and culture, and 
sports and recreation 
sectors. In addition, the 
foundation will expand 
library services in small 
communities through a 
one-time granting pro-
gram during 2003-04. 

Although Wellesley 
council hasn’t decided 

said coalition co-chair 
Randall Howard, adding 
that the resolution will 
allow the group to pursue 
other issues in the town-
ship. The ordeal had been 
a learning experience for 
all those involved, one 
that will serve the group 
well in the future, he 
added. 

The coalition found 
they were on the hook for 

the township’s legal bills 
last July after council 
voted to request com-
pensation for the costs 
it incurred fi ghting two 
court battles. The group 
had sought to overturn 
council’s approval of  
a zoning change that 
allowed the establish-
ment of  the Grand River 
Raceway.

The citizens’ group was 

given until the beginning 
of  this month to pay the 
bill. 

The money, which co-
alition members hoped 
would go towards Groves 
Memorial Community 
Hospital, will be put into 
the township’s coffers. 
The group still owes 
another $29,000 for legal 
costs incurred by Wel-
lington County.

nott about securing more 
provincial Superbuild 
money.

Chief  administrative of-
fi cer Peter Simmons said 
Woolwich might be eli-
gible for funds under the 
OSTAR (Ontario Small 
Town and Rural) por-
tion of  Superbuild if  a 
second round of  projects 
is approved, as Arnott 
suggests.

“We’ve got some projects 
that we think are eli-
gible [under] the original 
round of  OSTAR, spe-
cifi cally our communal 
wells, that we’re going to 
pursue for fi nancing un-
der OSTAR,” he said.

This year, Woolwich will 
be bringing municipal 
water services to parts 
of  Breslau and Heidel-
berg under orders from 
the provincial ministry 
of  environment. Two 
privately run communal 
services, taken over by 
the township and region 
last year, must be up-
graded. The project in the 
Elroy Acres subdivision 
in Breslau is slated to 
cost $1.2 million, while 
the Heidelberg project 

has been estimated at 
$250,000.

Both projects came to 
light after the deadline 
for the submissions to 
the fi rst round of  OSTAR 
funding, said Simmons.

“In spite of  the fact that 
there was a deadline for 
those applications, and 
that we didn’t receive 
the takeover orders until 
much later, we’re of  the 
opinion that we shouldn’t 
be excluded from consid-
eration. Now that we’re 
aware that there may be 
an opportunity, I think 
it’s only reasonable that 
we go back after it.”

Typically, OSTAR would 
fund up to 50 per cent of  
eligible costs – the trick is 
to determine how much 
would fall under the “eli-
gible” portion, he added.

“It’s diffi cult to specu-
late on what the number 
would be – we have to 
map out what the project 
is, we have to determine 
what of  that project is 
eligible based on the cri-
teria, and then negotiate 
with the province [about] 
what they’d be prepared 
to fi nance.”

Woolwich to seek OSTAR funds
Continued from cover

Townships to get stab at 
new funding source

Trillium Foundation opens doors to small municipalities
how it will take advantage 
of  the new deal, there are 
a number of  ideas fl oat-
ing around, said Coun. 
Joe Nowak.

The new initiative, 
announced last month, 
presents an “endless ar-
ray of  opportunities” 
for the township. “I’m 
sure we’ll put our heads 
together and come up 
with something.” Nowak 
would particularly like to 
see the washrooms at the 
Wellesley Community 
Centre made wheelchair 
accessible. 

The funds could also be 
used to revamp existing 
facilities in the township, 
said chief  administrative 
offi cer Susan Duke.

An agency of  the Min-
istry of  Tourism and 
Culture and Recreation, 
the Trillium Founda-
tion is responsible for 
dispersing the $100 mil-

lion it receives annually 
from Ontario’s charity 
casinos.

One of  the township’s 
major fundraising proj-
ects involves the building 
of  the new community 
centre and sports park in 
Linwood. Thanks to the 
fundraising initiatives 
of  the Lions Club and a 
recent boost from the Su-
perbuild Fund, township 
staff  expects construc-
tion to be underway this 
year, with a preliminary 
completion date set for 
April 2003. 

At the moment they are 
in the midst of  negotiat-
ing the sale of  the old 
community centre, which 
will release capital funds 
to see most of  the project 
through. A new library 
is also planned for Lin-
wood. A skateboard park 
in St. Clements is also on 
the wish list.  
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On the road with
Woolwich council » Health care investment

While falling short of Roy 
Romanow’s recommendations, 
the federal government agreed 
to spend $12 billion new dollars 
on health care over the next 
three years. Provinces should 
make the most of the funds 
before seeking more.

» Airline woes
Air Canada, losing large amounts 
of money in the slumping airline 
business, is looking to reduce its 
labour costs by a fifth.  It wants 
concessions of some $650 million 
from its work force, and may sell 
off assets. The news does not 
bode well for travellers.

Star trekking ain’t worth the risk

QUOT-
ABLES

... if they don’t like a four-per-cent increase, they can decrease their 
water usage by four per cent and pay essentially the same ...“ ”Coun. Mark Bauman noting that customers have choices, during water rate talks Feb. 4.

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

» War for the wrong reasons
Unconvinced by US evidence at 
the U.N., many other countries 
remain skeptical of a plan to 
attack Iraq. Nonetheless, the 
Bush Administration appears 
intent on a politically motivated 
war at all costs.

the bad,

& the ugly

 SEE KEEP Page 10

I got nothing but ad-
miration for those 
folks who man the 

space shuttle – gettin’ 
on a plane these days is 
adventure enough; climb-
ing aboard the shuttle is 
a whole different level of  
nerves. It takes a special 
sort to brave all them 
risks.

More’s the pity, then, 
about those poor souls 
who died last weekend.

That got me thinking, 
though, about the space 
program. Even taking out 
the loss of  lives—there’s 
been surprisingly few 
given how complicated 
them rockets are—the 
whole thing must cost 
a fortune. I read how 
Columbia cost about $1 
billion to build back 20 
years ago, and there’s 
lots more where that 
came from. Now, I know 
how those are American 
dollars—Canadian tax-
payers ain’t too far out 
on a limb for the space 
program—but I wonder 
how much good all that 
money does.

Back a few years ago, 
we really needed all that 
stuff  to stick it to the 
commies – there’s no way 
we wanted them claiming 
squatters’ rights over 

the heavens. Now that 
Soviets have cried “Uncle 
Sam,” is there really a 
need to keep pouring 
more money into the 
space race?

MAKE POLITICIANS PAY 
THEIR OWN FREIGHT

I don’t know about you, 
but I’ve got more than 
a few suspicions about 
Chrétien’s new plan for 
limiting political dona-
tions.

First off, Chrétien’s 
the one pitching it, so 
it’s bound to be no good. 
Meaning it won’t work 
and it’s going to cost you 
and me plenty of  money. 

While I’m all for lim-
iting the amount of  
donations—politicians 
already get their palms 
greased enough as it is as 
so-called interest groups 
try to buy some influ-
ence—you just know this 
plan ain’t gonna fly.

Mostly, however, I resent 
the hell out of  politicians 
digging deeper into my 
pocket to pay for their 
re-election bids. My 
money paying to see their 

smarmy mugs on my TV 
or on the pages of  my 
newspaper? Not if  I can 
help it.

Under the plan all of  us 
will be paying for the likes 
of  the NDP and the Bloc 
Quebecois, though no one 
is voting for them. And, of  
course, the lion’s share of  
the cash will go to the Lib-
erals, which ain’t my idea 
of  a good investment.

It’s all gonna be based 
on results from the last 
election. That means that 
even though we’re sick 
of  the bums, we’ve got 
to give ‘em more of  our 
money – and you know 
lots of  it’s gonna end up 
in the pockets of  a bunch 
of  bagmen and cronies 
who’ve never done a day 
of  productive work in 
their lives.

Hell, I think we should 
just cut them all off: no 
donations allowed, no 
fundraising allowed, no 
advertising allowed un-
less it comes out of  each 
candidate’s own pocket. 
That would shut ‘em up 
fast.

BIG BROTHER 
IS WATCHING YOU

Time was a man was 
known by the folks in 
his community or neigh-
bourhood, by the people 
he worked with and by 
people he did business 
with: the bank, the gener-
al store, the feed mill and 
the like. Nobody needed 
10 pieces of  identification 
and a signed statement to 
run a tab or make a deal – 
they knew your face, and 
that was good enough. 

For the most part, a 
man’s business was his 
own.

What got me to thinking 
along these lines were 
reports from the federal 
Privacy Commissioner, 
who’s been laying into 
the government over the 
types of  information be-
ing collected and shared 
by various departments 
and agencies, especially 
since Sept. 11. Now, I’m 
in favour of  finding and 
doing in them fundamen-
talist cowards who did 
the bombing (and anyone 
who supports them), but 
I take exception to the 
government poking its 
nose in to my business. I 
suspect you feel the same, 
or you oughta.

Taking a largely pragmatic view, Woolwich 
council this week identified two roadway 
projects as the township’s most pressing trans-
portation concerns. While the issue of  public 

transit was raised, no such expansion is in the cards for 
the foreseeable future – we will be dependent on our cars 
for a long time to come.

In backing the start of  a new Hwy. 7 and the completion 
of  the Breslau bypass, council supports two projects that 
will benefit the south end of  the township.

MTO plans for Hwy. 7 call for the construction of  an 
entirely new highway north of  the existing route. This 
plan at once protects existing businesses along Hwy. 7 
and provides much-needed relief  to the congestion on 
the main road between Kitchener and Guelph. Maintain-
ing the existing highway as a route for slower traffic will 
promote the greenhouse operations that have flourished 
along that stretch of  road.

The Breslau bypass will reroute traffic around the vil-
lage, forming a better link between existing Hwy. 7 and 
the burgeoning industrial lands around the airport and, 
farther south, in the Cambridge business park.

The village itself  is set to undergo a major expansion 
thanks to two recently approved residential subdivisions. 
Aided by the two road projects, residential and business 
growth will be smoother.

Already underway, the bypass project is a given – some 
more provincial money would be helpful. The Hwy. 7 
plan, still undergoing an environmental assessment, 
is one that will really need solid political support – the 
province should be encouraged to make funds available 
and to put the project on the fast track to completion. 

The solution? Let
it all hang out

During meetings this week, Woolwich council-
lors were struck with their greatest trepidation 
when discussing salary issues: the striking of  a 

committee to study council stipends and incorporating 
township staff  salary increases into the 2003 budget.

Given the political climate of  our times, both locally and 
elsewhere, councillors are well advised to keep the pro-
cess as open as possible. Nothing demands suspicion and 
scrutiny more than decisions made behind closed doors, 
especially those involving money. Actually, almost every 
political decision leads back to some kind of  financial in-
terest – it is a politician’s job to ensure that the financial 
details are in the public’s interest.

We know, of  course, that this is not always the case. 
Therein lies the media’s role as watchdog. The public, 
too, must do its part to watch the politicians … and the 
watchdogs themselves.

For better or worse, these are skeptical times – many 
people equate ‘politician’ with ‘self-interest’ and a host of  
other unflattering terms. Governments of  all stripes are 
numbered among those institutions in society that enjoy 
the lowest levels of  respect from the general public. 

Politicians have largely brought disdain upon them-
selves. Unfortunately for those truly out to serve the 
public, they have been tarred by the same brush that has 
touched on a long line of  self-serving and venal elected 
officials. In the post-Watergate world, those in the media 
are an increasingly skeptical lot, but also eager to find 
even the smallest wrongdoing, intentional or otherwise.

The remedy for the politicians’ poor public image is 
simple: keep it open and honest.

Full disclosure of  all monies, freebies, junkets and the 
like enjoyed by those we elect would go a long way in 
restoring good will. Doing it before freedom of  informa-
tion requests – or subpoenas, in some cases – would be 
even better.
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OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“A very nice poem: a gift 
from the heart.”

»Dave McColeman

“What’s your idea
of a really romantic
Valentine’s gift?”
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Solving the problems of middle age

FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 
THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Everyday is Valentine’s 
for me, there’s never a 
day I don’t say I love you 
to my husband - but a 
nice dinner out is nice.”
» Maryann Shaw

“A nice musical CD that 
says I love you.”

» Mary Robertson

“Red roses with white 
baby’s breath.”

» Shashi Verman

Clearing up a little 
misconeption about 
Woolwich Interfaith 
Couseling Centre

The humour in 
plowing Wellesley 
greenspace but still 
protecting Region’s

 See SPECIAL Page 10

To the Editor,
  Is it your layout artist’s 

wry sense of  humour ... 
decorating the front page 
of  the February 1st is-
sue with a left-hand side 

To the Editor,
Woolwich Interfaith 

Counselling Centre 
(WICC) is a vital and in-
tegral force for nurturing 
and sustaining wellness 
in this community. We 
appreciate the vote of  
confidence that The 
Township of  Woolwich 
Council has given our 
work by approving the 
Centre’s request for a 
$3,000 grant for our out-
reach work.

We would like to ad-
dress the misconception 
that there is any one level 

of  government respon-
sible for funding WICC’s 
work. The same claim 
was made last year when 
WICC representatives 
asked council for a grant 
increase that was denied.

Since then we spoke 
with representatives 
from every level of  gov-
ernment and all say that 
they have no responsibil-
ity to fund the work of  
counselling centres.

We receive support from 
the United Way, collect 
fees for services from 
those who can afford 
them, and pursue special 
grants. To raise the rest 
of  the revenue necessary 
to meet the demand for 
our services regardless 

of  ability to pay, the 
WICC Board of  Directors 
is obliged to do ongoing, 
vigorous fund raising in 
the community.

We hope that the town-
ship of  Woolwich will 
continue to invest in the 
well-being of  our young 
people and their families 
by supporting the caring 
work we do to help indi-
viduals and families.

Gerlinde Petz 
Executive Director 

story about more little 
boxes to be built on the 
green fields of  Wellesley, 
and a welcome story 
on the right-hand side 
trumpeting “Protection 
of  greenfields to become 
a priority”?! 

  Ian W. Smith
  Wellesley

The older we get, the 
more apt we are to 
become a candidate 

for a new hip joint – and 
I’m not referring to a 
night club on Toronto’s 
Yonge Street. It seems 
that bones deteriorate 
with the aging process. 
And carrying all that ex-
cessive weight above the 
belt only adds to the prob-
lems. Maybe we ought to 
drink a “Slim Trim” for 
breakfast instead of  the 

usual three eggs, home 
fries, two pieces of  toast 
and jam, bacon and a 
buttered muffin with a 
double-double coffee.

After hobbling some and 
limping more, we finally 
decide to visit the M.D., 
who signs us into the hos-
pital for deconstruction 
work. Specialists rebuild 
the legitimates, rewire 
the collaterals, correct 
the curvature, bore the 
bones and remove some 

cartridge. I don’t under-
stand all the medical 
vocabulary but to me it 
sounds serious.

When I sliced my patella 
(that’s medical for knee-
cap) it was a most painful 
happening other than 
trying to illuminate some 

kidney stones a few years 
ago at Christmastime.

I had pounded some 
galvanized pipes in the 
corners of  the front 
flower bed to tie up the 
drooping peonies. Just as 
I finished the job, I heard 
the telephone ringing 
inside the house. Drop-
ping the sledgehammer, 
I raced around the flower 
bed to the front door. I 
cut the final corner too 
close and my patella slid 
around the burred edge 
of  the pipe I had just fin-
ished pounding into the 
ground. My leg must have 
been in shock, as it didn’t 
bleed nor hurt. I wrapped 
it in a towel and called my 
wife to drive me to the 
emergency ward.

About one kilometre 
down the road the pound-

ing started. I writhed in 
agony, thinking this was 
it. By the next morning 
my knee looked like a 
rotten cantaloupe. I lay 
on the couch gritting my 
teeth and holding my leg 
up in the air to defuse the 
throbs that came with 
such force that couch 
shook. That afternoon 
I called a specialist, not 
for a diagnosis, but to see 
how much time I had be-
fore calling in the family 
before the inevitable.

The doc came in, 
grinned, poked around a 
bit, took one x-ray, made 
small talk and said over 
his shoulder as he left the 
room, “Well there’s not 
much here except a little 
bruise. Lose weight and 
floss your teeth. It ought 
to be all right in a few 
days.” And it was.

A few weeks later I 
got this old-fashioned 
toothache so I went to 
see my dentist. My face 
was already swollen and 

sore with some pain in 
the neck and shoulders. 
He took one quick glance 
at me, grinned, poked 
around a bit, made small 
talk, saying over his 
shoulder as he left the 
room, “there’s not much 
here except a bit of  in-
fection. Lose weight and 
floss your teeth and you 
should be better in a few 
days.” And I was.

I had a problem at work. 
My responsibilities in-
creased until they had 
multiplied like flies on a 
hot, humid night. Finally 
I went to see my boss. He 
listened, grinned, made 
small talk and said over my 
shoulder as he ushered me 
out the door, “Lose a little 
weight, floss your teeth and 
it all ought to be okay in a 
few days.” And it was.

From my side of  the 
dam I learned that in ev-
ery middle age crises, if  
you lose weight and floss 
your teeth, everything 
will be all right.

Special privileges for 
politicians disgusting; 
Campbell should learn 
lesson the hard way

To the Editor,
Hypocrisy drips from 

the Gordon Campbell af-
fair as if  any of  us could 
pass scrutiny in a fish 
bowl, let alone the B. C, 
premier,

Endless surveys show 
a majority of  Canadians 
hold a jaundiced view of  
politicians, suspecting 
they operate in a twilight 
zone located some dis-
tance from the straight 
and narrow. Why then 
did his drunk driving 
charge warrant front and 
centre coverage when it’s 
obvious our chosen have 
feet of  clay just like you 
and me. Some elected put 
their wives aside in fa-

vour of  greener pastures, 
spend our money on lav-
ish living and, yes, fess 
up to having a drinking 
problem.

The call for Campbell’s 
head came from several 
sources, the most obvi-
ous being; M.A.D.D, and 
the citizenry at large 
who understand that no 
person has the right to 
put others’ lives at risk. 
He should pay the price 
for his stupidity like 
thousands of  Canucks 
who annually lose their 
licence, a good chunk of  
their account and even 
their freedom when. 
they’ve been hard learn-
ers.

But to make an obvi-
ously special case of  
this individual smacks 
of  something more than 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF ‘70s RETRO CRAZE, BOSS BERGMAN OPTS TO GO THE 
ROUTE OF ANOTHER POLITICIAN “VICTIMIZED” BY THE MEDIA.
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

God’s gift to humanity?
In his recent State 

of  the Union ad-
dress, US President 

George W. Bush—with 
a straight face and with 
no apparent attempt at 
irony—referred to the 
United States of  America 
as “God’s gift to human-
ity.” There are, of  course, 
plenty of  reasons to dis-
pute such a statement. 

While the majority of  
those reasons relate to 
America’s colonialist 
foreign policy (currently 
on display in the pending 
war on Iraq), I’m going 
to suggest that Mr. Bush 
turn his attention inward 
(or perhaps toward a mir-
ror) before making such 
a bold assertion. How can 
the US be “God’s gift to 
humanity” when it con-
tinues to apply the death 
penalty, the ultimate 
abuse of  human rights?

Bluntly put, by clinging 
to the death penalty, the 
United States is turning 
itself  into an interna-
tional pariah. Since the 
United States reinstated 
the death penalty in 1977, 
an average of  two addi-
tional countries per year 
have abolished the death 
penalty, while the United 
States has executed more 
than 800 people (300 of  
them in Texas, and over 
half  of  those under 
Bush’s watch). 

A majority of  coun-

tries in the world have 
progressed to the point 
where they no longer 
apply the death penalty, 
either in law or in prac-
tice. Even China is now 
discussing an end to the 
death penalty. 

A couple of  times each 
week, I get an e-mail 
appeal from Amnesty 
International, asking 
me to send a letter to the 
governor of  Texas, or 
Virginia, or Oklahoma, 
or any of  the other 
death penalty states. I 
take the time to write 
and mail the letter be-
cause I firmly believe 
that every one of  us has 
a responsibility to stand 
up and be counted when 
we know something is 
fundamentally wrong. 
But, frankly, I’d really 
like to stop writing those 
letters. I look forward to 
the day when the United 
States finally fulfills Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s famous 
prescription for western 
civilization: “I think it 
would be a good idea.”

In spite of  prevailing 
American public opinion 
in favour of  the death 
penalty, there is hope. 

Mexico has taken the 
US to the International 
Court of  Justice, seeking 
to enforce the provisions 
of  the Geneva Conven-
tion when one of  their 
citizens is charged with 

a capital offence. 
Maryland’s Attorney 

General has called for 
the abolition of  the death 
penalty in that state. 

And, Wisconsin Sena-
tor Russell Feingold has 
introduced two bills – the 
Federal Death Penalty 
Act, which would abolish 
the federal death penalty, 
and the National Death 
Penalty Moratorium Act, 
which would place a mor-
atorium on executions by 
the federal government 
and encourage the states 
to do the same while a 
national commission 
reviews the fairness of  
the administration of  the 
death penalty. 

In 2000, then Illinois 
Governor George Ryan 
declared such a morato-
rium on executions after 
evidence was uncovered 
proving that at least 
17 death row inmates 
were actually innocent 
– including one who was 
just 48 hours from being 
executed. 

Ryan, a staunch propo-
nent of  the death penalty 
when he came into office, 
then appointed a commis-
sion to look into the cases 
of  those who had been 

sentenced to death. On 
Jan. 11, in one of  his last 
acts in office he commut-
ed the death sentences of  
all 167 death row inmates 
to life imprisonment and 
pardoned four people 
who had been proven in-
nocent. 

In doing so, he incurred 
the wrath of  pundits, 
prosecutors and advo-
cates for crime victims, 
but he deserves to be 
commended for his cour-
age.

In announcing his de-
cision, Ryan indicated, 
“the legislature couldn’t 

reform it. Lawmakers 
won’t repeal it. But I will 
not stand for it. I must act 
... I sought this office, and 
even in my final days of  
holding it I cannot shrink 
from the obligations to 
justice and fairness that 
it demands. There have 
been many nights where 
my staff  and I have 
been deprived of  sleep 
in order to conduct our 
exhaustive review of  the 
system. But I can tell you 
this: I will sleep well to-
night knowing I made the 
right decision.”

By any standards, 
George Ryan is a severely 
flawed hero (he did not 
run for re-election due to 
several ethics investiga-
tions), but he is a hero 
nevertheless. But, as 

Seattle Times columnist 
Neal Peirce points out, 
“history doesn’t necessar-
ily select saints to move 
us forward.” Opponents 
of  the death penalty from 
around the world have 
started a campaign to 
have Ryan awarded with 
the next Nobel Peace 
Prize for his efforts. If  
he wins, he would be the 
first American winner 
of  that prize since 1997, 
when Jody Williams won 
it for her work in the cam-
paign against land mines. 
Isn’t it interesting – not to 
mention disturbing—that 
Americans get consid-
ered for the pre-eminent 
international peace prize 
only when they oppose 
key policies of  their gov-
ernment? 

There’s no good reason 
why a bunch of  politi-
cians and bureaucrats—a 
pack of  leeches wasting a 
whole bunch of  our mon-
ey—need to know if  I’m 
taking a trip abroad or 
paying cash for a new car. 
I thought we beat the com-
mies for just that reason.

What really got my goat 
was all them blowhards 
telling me and you that if  
we’ve got nothing to hide, 
we shouldn’t mind them 

pokin’ around. That’s 
like saying that it’s okay 
for someone come into 
my home when I’m not 
there ‘cause I ain’t using 
it at the time.

That’s the kind of  rea-
soning that got Hitler 
started. Didn’t we fight a 
war to put an end to that 
stuff ?

Continued from page 8

Keep politicians outta 
my business, please

just paying for a crime; it 
suggests that we, Joe and 
Josephine Public, derive 
ghoulish pleasure from 

Special status for 
politicians not right

Continued from page 9

seeing the great brought 
down. 

It’s difficult not to be 
cynical about politician 
bashing when the likes of  
William Jefferson Clinton 
and Mel Lastman plow 
through the scandal emerg-
ing on the other side to the 
cheers of  the faithful.

Perhaps Gordon Campbell 
can find some solace in the 
words of  economist John 
Kenneth Galbraith who 
said,” Nothing is so admi-
rable in politics as a short  
memory.”

Jim Newton
New Dundee

IT’S EASY AS 1-2-3!
1 3

1. Read your Observer every week. Keep 
an eye open for pictures you like and 
people you know.

2. Call 669-5790 and request a reprint of 
the photo you like. Keep an eye on our 
Web site, too. Images from our Photo 
Galleries are also available for reprints.

3. A short time later, after paying with 
your credit card, your photo reprint will 
be sent directly to an address of your 
choice. Various sizes available.

For further details on Photo Reprints, call 669-5790 or see Woolwich Observer’s Web site at 
www.woolwichobserver.com for information or to place your order. Various sizes and prices 
available. Some photos may not be available for reprints, ask for details on any specific 
photo. Payment by cheque or cash can also be made in advance at the Observer’s office.

2
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Gunning for business after 5

BIZPORTFOLIO
Rural women’s business day The habits of successful farm families

The Centre for Family Business in Waterloo is hosting its fourth seminar, 
Mastering the Habits of Highly Successful Farms, at the St. Jacobs Community 
Centre on Feb. 12. John Fast, executive director of the centre and author of 
Fixing the Family Farm, will speak at the seminar.  Call 749-1441.

MARKET
    ENSE

MARK A. BERKIN
¢

Mark A. Berkin, B.Sc. is an associate of Daniel P. Reeve and Associates Inc. and an account representative 
with Family Investment Planning Inc.  Mark has over 12 years experience in the financial industry. 
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with 
mutual fund investments.  Please read the prospectus before investing.  Mutual fund securities are not 
guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

The Waterloo Rural Women’s (WRW) Business Day is set for Feb. 19 at the 
Bethel Evangelical Missionary Church in New Dundee. The regional event will 
include presentations/workshops: protecting water on farms; building rock 
gardens and creating table decorations and a hot lunch.  Call 696-2219.

Hit the mute button
 See DOING Page 12

The Greater Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber of Commerce is hosting this 
month’s ‘Business after 5’ program at the Crossroads Restaurant in Elmira 
on Feb. 10. The informal networking program is an opportunity for members 
of the business community to exchange ideas. Call 576- 5000, ext. 25. 

MARTIN’S PHARMACY ST. JACOBS

TEL: (519) 664-3785    FAX: (519) 664-2170 Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm
Pharmacist / Owner

Invites you on Tuesday, Feb. 11 to it's 2nd Anniversary Celebration

MARTIN’S PHARMACY • 10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
Store Hours:
Mon.,Tues., Thurs.         9-7
Wed., Fri.,             9-5
AND OPEN
Saturdays              9-1

FREE DELIVERY TO RESIDENTS OF ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

Services Available • Home Healthcare Supplies • Diabetic Supplies  • Blood Glucose Monitor Training
• Free Blood Pressure Test  • eFill Prescription Reminder 

Join us for refreshments, weekly specials and an in-store draw.
FREE Accusoft Advantage Blood Glucose Monitor for the first 25 customers.

“I look forward to serving you.”

So far this year, 64 per 
cent of  the compa-
nies posted positive 

surprises and only 12 
per cent posted negative 
surprises. Company after 
company and industry 
after industry are post-
ing better-than-expected 
earnings. 

In fact, December 
earnings revisions are 
significantly better than 
the average December re-
visions over the past five 
years. So if  we are hav-
ing such a good earnings 
season, why is the market 
selling off ? The reason is 
that with each positive 
earnings report, there 
appears to almost always 
be “guidance” from the 
company expressing cau-

tion for future earnings. 
Earnings are good, guid-

ance is poor, so everyone 
focuses on the guidance. 
I believe investors are 
making a big mistake. 
You have to look beyond 
that guidance and see 
what is motivating it. 
When you do, I believe 
you will find two factors. 

War With Iraq 
The first is the uncer-

tainty regarding the 
war with Iraq. This is 
the biggest wild card of  
all. Forget deflation or 
inflation or even interest 
rates for that matter. The 
war with Iraq transcends 
everything else. It is the 
greatest unknown in the 
marketplace. You could 
do everything right with 

running your company, 
and a war with Iraq could 
make everything look 
bad. 

Facing such unbeliev-
able uncertainty, why 
would you provide 
positive guidance? The 
market gives you no 
chance to make excuses. 
If  you give positive guid-
ance regarding your 
company’s earnings and 
it doesn’t come to pass, 
you don’t get to make 

excuses even if  they are 
good ones like, “We were 
on target to meet or ex-
ceed all of  our forecasts 
until war broke out.” 

No Room For Error 
The second reason for 

this negative guidance is 
that the market is priced 
for perfection. There is no 
room for even the smallest 
margin of  error. Miss your 
company’s earnings by 
one penny and you could 
find your stock down 20 

perc ent, losing hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars in 
hours. Is it really worth 
the risk? I don’t think 
so. In the go-go days of  
the late ‘90s everyone 
was hyping their stock. 
Today, I think that we 
have a new world order 
in investing. It is called 
“under promise and over 
deliver.” Savvy investors 
will have to now realize 
that they may need to 
begin discounting all of  
the doom and gloom that 
they are hearing from 
corporate America. 

A Big Mac and a Coke! 
One of  the most positive 

trends recently devel-
oped in the markets is 
something that Coke 
and McDonald’s now 

have in common. Neither 
company will provide 
forecasts for quarterly 
or annual earnings. 
Coke was first and now 
McDonald’s has joined 
the club. McDonald’s will 
gauge its success based 
on operations and sales, 
not on this ill-conceived 
“beat the street” mental-
ity. The more companies 
that begin focusing on the 
long-term prospects, the 
better off  we will all be. In 
the interim, the next time 
you are listening to guid-
ance on CNBC or CTV 
Newsnet, simply hit the 
mute button. You will be a 
better investor for it.  

Source Material: Dr. R. Froe-
hlich – Looking for some real 
guidance? Hit the mute button.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the cur-
rent pace of  
development 
in the region, 

interaction between the 
city and the townships 
is fostering business 
growth at a rapid rate, 
particularly in the north-
east part of  the region, 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. 

In recent years, busi-
nesses in St. Clements, 
Heidelberg and St. 
Jacobs have expanded, 
becoming a service 
centre for their urban 
neighbours as well as lo-
cal residents. 

In the last few months, 
St. Clements has become 
home to a new liquor 
store, an expanded gro-
cery outlet and a pizza 
restaurant. Heart and 
Home flooring is also 
planning to expand its 
lines of  products and 
service. The Village Va-
riety Eatery has added 
Guido’s, a pizza outlet. 

Urban and rural markets blending
Rural retailers become increasingly viable operations as border between Waterloo and townships erode

And New Orleans Pizza 
is pegged to open in the 
next month. 

More recently, Stem-
mler Meats and Cheese 
announced plans to 
expand its butcher 
shop in Heidelberg. Ap-
proximately 200 new 
residential units are 
planned for St. Jacobs.  

The St. Clements’ in-
dustrial park has also 

filled in the last seven 
years or so. Its most 
recent occupant Detra 
Builders is now the 
biggest employer in the 
village. 

Paul Wagler of  Heart 
and Home remembers 
the industrial park be-
ing virtually empty 
when he first opened 
his business seven or 
eight years ago. There 

was approximately 7,000 
to 8,000 square feet of  
retail property empty in 
the core then, suggested 
Wagler, who is in the 
midst of  expanding his 
current operation in the 
St. Clements Plaza. 

For Wagler, the recent 
surge in business de-
velopment creates an 
environment where new 
businesses will follow. 

“Part of  what’s hap-
pening [with the pace of  
development] is we’ve 
got more businesses 
locating here and more 
businesses is positive 
for everyone because it 
creates more traffic,” 
said Wagler, adding that 
his business services a 
number of  local build-
ers including those 
building homes in 

Hawkesville as well as 
city contractors.

 “We’re seeing more of  
an integrated economy,” 
suggested Todd Letts, 
president of  the Greater 
K i t c h e n e r - Wa t e rl o o 
Chamber of  Commerce. 
With that, comes more 
business-to -business 
services, he said, adding 
that location is less rele-

PHOTOS: JOANNE PEACH

BUSINESS TO BUSINESS  Businesses in St. Clements and surrounding communities spearhead a new era of commercial activity with urban neighbours.
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LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

1-800-265-8735 • (519) 698-2082

JONES FEED 
MILLS LTD.

Linwood • Heidelberg • Wroxeter
tim@coldwellbankerpbr.com • (519) 884-0392

Tim Albrecht
C.R.R.S.

Sales Representative
Peter Benninger 

Realty
Crosshill • (519) 699-4441

Gerber 
Meats Ltd.

5158a Ament Ln., Linwood • (519) 698-2060

DON’S HOME CENTRE

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • (519) 698-2472

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2610

VETERINARY SERVICES

Where: Linwood Community Centre, 33 William St.     When: Friday, February 14, 2003, 2:00pm - 8:30pm

3686 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2520

Full Auto Service

Linwood
Garage

60 Howard Ave. • (519) 669-5198

Div. of Fred Elliott Coach Lines Ltd.
School Buses Available for Charter

ELMIRA
BUS LINES

1-2633 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements. • (519) 699-1118 45 Park Ave. St. Clements • (519) 699-5315

W. Forwell
Electric Inc.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

P.O. Box 46, Heidelberg • (519) 669-4646

Engineers and 
Contractors

Materials Division

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

3617 Lichty Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2421

W.B. Cabinets
(1996) Div. Efelar Holdings Inc.

www.wbcabinets.com

OPEN: MON-FRI, 8am-5pm
SAT 9am-1pm

SOLID WOOD FURNITURE
Dining Room • Living Room • Bedroom • Entertainment Centres

5200 Ament Ln., Linwood • (519) 698-2202

Call For Reservations.

LINWOOD
RESTAURANT & TAVERN

(519) 699-5845 • 1-888-699-5845

FROM OUR
FAMILY TO
YOURS...

WE TREAT
YOUR PETS
LIKE OUR

OWN.

9 Mill St. • (519) 669-5161

3650 Lobsinger Line, POBox 189, St. Clements. • (519) 699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

vant when business can 
be facilitated with new 
computer technology. 

“We’re also seeing new 
entrepreneurs in rural 
areas” attracting urban 
shoppers, said Letts. 

Much of  that traffic 
stems from a more dis-
cerning shopper driven 
by quality and service 
rather than price, sug-
gested several local 
retailers.        

It was that kind of  
market that Jeff  Jones 
of  the Miller’s Stone 
Pet Food & Feed Store 
Stone depended on when 
he opened the store last 
year. Rather than limit-
ing itself  to the local 
farming market, the 
Miller’s Stone also sells 
gifts and as such has cre-
ated its own niche. 

Part of  Kevin Stem-
mler’s decision to 
expand his meat shop is 
also based on the desire 
to capitalize on special-
ized markets, some 
as far out as Toronto, 
he said in a recent in-
terview. Stemmler’s 
produces speciality 
meats rarely offered in 
Ontario. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The rapping of  gav-
els is to become a 
familiar sound in 

St. Jacobs as Mercedes 
Corporation plans to   
open a new auction house 
in the Waterloo Farmers’ 
Market.  

The new venture will be 
known as the St. Jacobs 
Country Auction Centre. 
It joins Mercedes offer-
ings at the market, the 
nearby St. Jacobs Farm-
ers’ Market and Flea 
Market and the Factory 
Outlet Mall.

That location, which 
is periodically used by 
market stallholders, has 
been underutilized for 
sometime, explained the 
auction’s new manager, 
Tim Weiler. 

With a loyal customer 
base visiting the St. Ja-
cobs markets already and 
the livestock auction in 
existence, Weiler says the 
auction is another value-
added service St. Jacobs 
can offer its already bur-
geoning tourist market.

 “We will be running a 
clean auction where peo-
ple know that they are 
going to get a fair price 

Bidding for tourists and local shoppers
Waterloo Farmers’ Market building to host new auction house

and a good deal with high 
quality auctioneers,” 
he said, adding that he 
hopes to draw in cus-
tomers from the greater 
Toronto area as well as 
local visitors.  

Part of  that draw rests 
on the perceived enter-
tainment value of  the 
new auction, said Weiler. 
“We want to make it an 
exciting place to be at,” 
he said, adding that cus-

tomers are looking for 
something different in 
today’s retail market. 

Weiler and Sheila Shan-
tz, property manager of  
the St. Jacob’s market 
and auctions, are cur-
rently negotiating with 
local auctioneers renown 
for their rich characters 
and ability to interact 
with the audience. “We’ve 
talked with auctioneers, 
characters that get the 

audience laughing rather 
than saying ‘I’ve got to 
go out and buy an old 
fridge,’” said Shantz.

Weiler is planning to 
provide a variety of  auc-
tion items from antiques, 
household goods and 
special sales as well as 
entertainment. 

Auctions are planned 
for the first and third 
Thursdays of  the month, 
beginning Apr. 3.

“There is a need com-
ing out of  town too,” said 
Stemmler, adding that St. 
Clements and Heidelberg 
are gradually developing 
into service centres for 
the urban population. 

Stemmler recalls a time 
when his grandfather’s 
residence on Erbsville 
Road was all alone on 
the hill – now it’s a sub-
division, he said. “I can 
remember when it was 
a 15-minute drive from 
there to Waterloo; now it 
is Waterloo,” he recalled. 
“We’re drawing a huge 
amount of  people from 
there.”

In turn, local retailers 
are also trying to capital-
ize on markets that are 
traditionally lost to the 
urban centres. Locals 
who work in the city 
tend to shop there too, 
said Ron McTaggart co-
owner of  Food Town in 
St. Clements in a recent 
interview.  

Food Town recently 
added a LCBO outlet. 
“With increased service, 
rural consumer’s have 
another reason to stay in 
their region to shop with 
local retailers,” added 
McTaggart.

Continued from page 11

Doing business on 
the urban fringe

JOANNE PEACH
GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE ... Tim Weiler, auctioneer manager for new St. Jacobs Country Auction 
Centre, is hoping to score some new ideas and advice from some seasoned auctioneers when he attends 
the Ontario Auctioneer’s Convention in Kingston next week. 
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Stratford the spot for awards

SPORTSPAGES
Ready for round three? Little leagues meet big Leafs

The Mid-Western Jr. B league banquet will be held on Feb. 17 at the 
Stratford Coliseum, one day after the end of the regular season. Colin 
Campbell, NHL executive VP  and director of hockey operations, will be 
the guest speaker for the awards ceremony.

As the OMHA playoffs continue, Woolwich and Twin Centre teams 
continue to advance towards their respective fi nals. Teams of note include 
Woolwich’s Midget “AA” and Twin Centre’s Pee Wee “AE”, both of whom 
swept their second-round series in three games straight this past week.

Minor hockey wiz-kids will be on display tomorrow (Feb. 9) at Toronto’s 
Air Canada Centre as the Maple Leafs host the 2003 Superskills Challenge. 
Leafs players will compete with the top 33 minor hockey players weeded 
out from the 150 who will attend the day.

Do or die this weekend
Elmira Sugar Kings fall behind Waterloo in race for the playoffs

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES LTD • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS
WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • SELBY’S FRESHMART • FRANK MAHOVALICH • ELMIRA RACEWAY • VOISIN MOTORS

WEEKLY

TOP 
20

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name   G            ASS        TP       DF 
  1. Brewster Pat (1)    302         457       759         21
  2. Brewster Alan       281         471       752         26
  3. Brubacher Jim     322         420       742         28
  4. Fitzsimmons Steve 317         422       739         18
  5. Friesen Landon   310         427       737         23
  6. Marshall Shawn   310         425       735         27
  7. Bauman Nyle       309         426       735         27
  8. Hammer Lynnette 310         424       734         19
  9. Trumper Peter       286         447       733         25
10. Morby Ryan  347         385       732         20

RK Name    G           ASS        TP      DF
11. Yost William        291         440        731       21
12. Hargreaves Alison  294         434        728       27
13. Shantz Max  303         422        725       29
14. Bechard Melanie  300         425        725       33
15. Caetano Holly    302         422        724       21
16. Stemmler Jeremy   313         410        723       28
17. Hammer Madelyn 304         416        720       23
18. Loscerbo Carl       307         413        720       30
19. Smith Shawn         290         424        714       24
20. Wagler Nathan   288         426        714       31

SPONSORED BY:

TO THE RACES
BET &

DINNER$100 to bet, Dinner for 4
VALUE: $165

28 Snyder 
Ave. S.

ELMIRA
669-8036

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With their 
p o s t s e a s o n 
fate in their 
own hands, 

the Elmira Sugar Kings 
missed their chance to 
get at least two points 
ahead of  the Waterloo 
Siskins in the playoff  
race, letting two games 
slip between their fi ngers 
last weekend.

As a result of  missing 
out on the possible four 
points – combined with 
Waterloo’s win in Oran-
geville on Feb. 2 – the 
Kings were two points 
behind the Siskins going 
into last night’s (Feb. 7) 
game in Waterloo – set-
ting up what has become 
the pivotal point in the 
Kings’ entire season.

At best the Kings will 
win both their games 
against Waterloo – last 
night’s and tomorrow’s 
(Feb. 9) – and end up 
a maximum of  four 
points ahead and in the 
playoffs. If  the Kings tie 
either of  the games or 
lose one of  them their 
playoff  prospects are in 
serious doubt. If  Water-
loo puts a dent in the 
Kings at all this week-
end Elmira will have to 
win all of  its remaining 

games and count on both 
Brantford and Stratford 
wins against Waterloo 
if  there’s any hope of  
a postseason in Elmira 
this year.

“It’s going to be a war 
– this is our playoffs 
now, this weekend. It will 
make us or break us,” 
said assistant captain 
Jeremy Machin after 
the Kings 3-2 loss to the 
Kitchener Dutchmen Feb. 
2. “We obviously need all 
six points this weekend, 
especially against Water-
loo.”

“The difference now 
is we should be playing 
desperate hockey,” added 
head coach Kevin Bloch. 
“Our destiny’s in our 
hands; we’ve got Waterloo 
two out of  three games 
this weekend, so we’re 
going to be playing des-
perate hockey. The better 
team is going to end up in 
the playoffs.”

That better team wasn’t 
around last weekend in 
Owen Sound, when the 
Kings blew a 5-0 game 
against the Owen Sound 
Saugeen Greys in Port 
Elgin Jan. 31, then fol-
lowed it up with a tough 
loss at home against the 
Dutchmen.

“I wasn’t happy with 
Friday’s game at all. We 
didn’t follow our game 

plan at all,” said Bloch in 
summing up the shutout 
loss. He felt things im-
proved by Sunday’s game 
however, explaining that 
“the difference tonight 
is we followed our game 
plan for three periods. 
We were physical and the 

big thing is Friday night 
we (only) played for two 
and we got away from our 
game plan in the third. 
We did a pretty good job 
of  sticking to our game 
plan tonight and we had 
a good effort tonight. We 
worked hard for three pe-
riods.”

“I thought we competed 
hard and we battled. 
We just didn’t bury our 
chances,” echoed Machin, 
who notched an assist on 
the Kings’ two goals for 
the night, in the fi rst and 
third periods. “We had 
more chances than them, 
we just couldn’t bury 
them.”

The second period re-
fl ected that, as the total 
shots between both teams 
numbered at 12, indica-
tive of  the neutral-zone 
dominant game through-
out the period which kept 

the score locked at 2-1 for 
the Dutchmen.

Screened shots unlocked 
the scoring in the third, 
led by Tyler Soehner who 
fi red through the screen 
to catch Dutchmen goal-
tender John Barrow stick 
side. A bad face off  and 
another screened shot 
– this time on Elmira’s 
Matt Mateja – would be 
the Kings’ undoing, as 
Dutchmen Kevin Hurley 
got the nod for the goal.

“We had a couple of  op-
portunities, I guess the 
same thing could have 
maybe just as easily hap-
pened to us, but we had a 
couple of  (goal) posts. The 
numbers seemed to be all 
right, we out-shot them 
30-19, we out-chance them 
11-6 but we still lose the 
game,” said Bloch, who 
reiterated the mantra  
for this week’s practices, 

concentrating on special 
teams, team systems and 
good defence.

“We’re working on 
our systems in practice 
throughout this week and 
hopefully everybody’s go-
ing to come out to play 
and play hard,” echoed 
Machin.

Those focuses will be all 
the more important this 
weekend since the Kings 
won’t play any of  their 
games in Elmira, lac-
ing up at 2 p.m. for their 
usual Sunday game down 
at the Waterloo Memo-
rial Recreation Centre. 
With a better road record 
though, it just might be 
what will make the dif-
ference.

“We’re just playing one 
game at a time and just 
try and win our game on 
any given night,” said 
Bloch.

HUGO RODRIGUES

GETTING SQUEEZED 
Sugar King Stephen 
Walter feels the love 
from Kitchener’s Andrew 
Harasym along the boards 
during third-period play at 
the Laid on Feb. 2. The Kings 
ended up on the wrong side 
of a 3-2 score, forfeiting two 
points in the rush for the 
playoffs.

HUGO RODRIGUES

PUTTING ON THE PRESSURE Three Elmira Sugar Kings work their way into the Kitchener Dutchmen’s crease during third-period play at the 
Lair Feb. 2. Andrew Coburn, left, Allan Wong and Stephen Walter do their best to try and dislodge the puck from Kitchener’s John Barrow – to no 
avail as he smothered the puck on this play and others in the 3-2 loss for Elmira.
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OPENS VALENTINE’S DAY
February 14-16* & 21-22 ‘03

Performances are at the Fergus Grand Theatre

For Ticket Information Call 519.787.1981
or Elora Community Theatre at 519.846.9412

Tickets: $13.00
Group Rates Available

OPENS VALENTINE’S DAY
February 14-16* & 21-22 ‘03
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2002-2003 Season Sponsor

Guelph & Wellington
Credit Union

????????????????????????Who’s 
On First

By: Jack Sharkey
Director: Michelle Kreitzer
Produced by: Nadine Bell

Have you ever wanted
to go back and change

what you did?
This is the comedy that does just that...

59 Church Street W., Elmira
(519) 669-1521

Elmira Stone Crock
Accepting Reservations for This Occasion Only!

Valentine Menu
February 14 & 15, 2003

4:30pm - 8:30pm

$16.95

The evening buffet will be served as usual too!

Tossed Greens
with choice of dressing

per person
taxes extra

Baked Parmesan Chicken Breast
served with Herbed Mini Red Potatoes

& Stir Fried Vegetables

Caramel Brownie
Cheesecake

Coffee or Tea Featuring the string ensemble "Agapé" 
from 6:00pm 
to 7:00pm

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!
10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO

Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

FLY-TYING &
FISHING SUPPLIES

ACCESSORIES

LARGE 
SELECTION

INSTRUCTIONAL
COURSES

83a Arthur St., S.
Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Phone: (519) 669-0290
scraphappy@golden.net

www.scraphappystore.ca

February 11-14,
2003

20%
OFF 

ALL POST BOUND ALBUMS

Happy Valentine’s Day

CAROUSEL 
COIFFURE

For Your Next Appointment

OPEN MONDAY 
TO SATURDAY669-2786

4 Park Avenue West, Elmira

4 Hairstylists to meet ALL
your hairstyling needs!

STUDENTS

$2 (with Dayna & 
Sabrina only)

Expires Feb 28/03

OFF
PERMS

$60



(Mondays and Tuesdays only)
Expires Feb 28/03



ONLY
REGULAR $70

Valentine’s
Specials

 Treat that someone special to a

GIFT CERTIFICATE

DINNER, DANCE
& ROMANCE



Valentine Celebration
Start with your choice of our feature appetizers.
Choose from our chef’s fi nest entrées including:

Fresh New Zealand Lamb
Roast of New York Striploin or
Marinated Chicken Skewers

fi nish with a decadent dessert selection including
our always popular white chocolate cheesecake.

3 Course Meal: $25.00 per person

Dance the Night Away!
Enjoy the Sheldon Jazz Trio and our DJ as they pay

tribute to the greatest love songs of our time.
Dance begins at 9:00 PM     $10.00 per person.

Friday, February 14 RESERVE
TODAY!

    THE
BLACK FOREST
                INN

(519) 664-2223
1872 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo

www.blackforestrestaurant.ca

Roses are Red,
Violets are Blue,

Give the gift 
of apparel,

to say 
“I Love You”

50% off
on selected

merchandise

1369 King St. St. Jacobs, UPPER LEVEL
664-1016



February 12th-15th, 2003

A four course menu 
features the food, 

wine & music of Spain.

A Valentine’s
Latin Lovers Dinner

$45
1st Course: Galacian Soup (a hearty vegetable)

2nd Course: Vegetable & Quinoa Tamale (with Tomatillo Salsa)
or Roasted Goat Cheese Stuffed Sweet Peppers

(with charred Green Tomato Sauce)
Entrée: Paella Valencia (shellfi sh, mussel, clams and crab

or Grilled Pheasant Breast
(with quinoa fritters, black berries and vegetables)
or Lamb Chops roasted with garlic, fi gs and lemon

(served with smoked paprika rice & vegetables)
Dessert: Pears poached in Champagne with quinoa cakes

or  Almond Pudding with black berry sauce

662-2020
17 Huron Street, New Hamburg
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Cabin fever: not always so predictable or mundane
THE NOT-SO-GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN
STEVE GALEA

There comes a time 
in every outdoor-
sman’s life when 

cabin fever creeps in. As 
dreaded outdoors mala-
dies go, it’s only second 
to buck fever, and, if  a 
herd  of  deer were to 
run through your cabin 
while you were suffering 
from it, the results might 
be truly disastrous. One 
outdoorsman I know ac-
tually took up  golf.

The symptoms of  cabin 
fever are different for 
just about everyone and 
are  almost impercep-
tible even to the most 
experienced eye. Medical 
experts say that a subtle 
change in behaviour gen-
erally marks its onset, 
though.

For instance, it’s taken 
a while for my wife to 
recognize the nuance, 
but now  she claims that 

when I start singing Eth-
el Merman show tunes 
while  high-kicking 
alongside a chorus line 
of  my favourite duck 
hunting decoys, all 
decked out in hand-sewn 
sequin dresses, mind 
you, I’ve probably spent a 
bit too much time inside. 
I’m not sure that I agree 
with her diagnosis, but 
for  the sake of  domes-
tic harmony I usually 
take my duck costume 
outside for a short but 
vigorous southward mi-
gration.

Cabin fever, however, is 
not always so predictable 
or mundane. It might set  
in after about an hour 
and a half  of  solid inside 
living or perhaps not  af-
fect me until spring. It 
depends largely on the 
size of  my wife’s chore 
list and whether or not 

she can hear me whim-
pering behind the couch.

Once cornered, however, 
the only surefire cure 
I know of   is to spend 
time outdoors until the 
heat’s died down, which 
only takes a few minutes 
in mid-winter, especially 
when all you are wearing 
is a sequined duck suit. 

Still there’s so much to 
do before hypothermia 
takes over. Snowshoeing, 
ice  fishing, cross-coun-
try skiing, archery, skeet 
shooting, rabbit hunting 
or even just building a 
simple igloo - trust me, 
all these things are not 
on your wife’s list and 
they are far easier to do 

outside.
Historians tell us that 

cabin fever is a fairly re-
cent phenomenon. That’s 
because until of  late, 
real outdoorsmen prided 
themselves in sleeping 
by a fire beneath the open 
sky even in deepest win-
ter. Of  course, with the 
great advancements in 
roof  repair techniques, 
this is no longer neces-
sary. 

Cabin fever strikes in 
the oddest places too. 
Once, years ago I was 
caught out in a horrible 
winter blizzard complete 
with white outs and 
ankle high snow drifts. 
I know it doesn’t sound 

like much but I’m short. 
Fortunately, I knew of  an 
ice hut nearby and even 
though visibility was 
practically non-existent, 
it got better when I used 
the old trapper’s trick 
and opened my eyes.

Soon enough, I used 
my unerring sense of  
navigation to complete 
three concentric circles 
before colliding with the 
ice hut which for some 
stupid reason had been 
recently painted white 
and had new quarter 
moons carved on the 
door.

I stepped inside and sat 
out the storm in relative 
comfort. Inside I noticed  
quite a renovation. The 
benches now seemed al-
most designed for sitting 
and the only hole was 
enlarged and highlighted 
by a polished oval frame 

with flip down cover to 
prevent freeze up. There 
was even flimsy note pa-
per on a roll, probably to 
make note of  the ones 
that got away. I might 
have enjoyed the place 
more but after five min-
utes the wind’s moaning 
began to sound like my 
wife reading one of  her 
dreaded lists and cabin 
fever took hold. With no 
decoys in sight, things 
looked bleak, so I began 
routine hallucinations.

Soon I heard voices, 
and not just the usual 
ones either. The whole 
incident  culminated 
with an old fellow tell-
ing me to hurry up and 
quit singing show tunes 
in his outhouse. I got 
out of  there quick.  But 
I’ll tell you, I’ve been 
leery of  cabin fever ever 
since.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Facing the challenge 
of  a referee who 
seemed to be trying 

to level the playing field 
by assessing as many 
penalties as possible 
against them, the Welles-
ley Applejacks were still 
the better team Feb. 1 
as they downed the Port 
Dover Sailors 6-2 at the 
Wellesley Arena.

The Jacks were assessed 
50 minutes in penalties. 
Port Dover: six.

“It’s unbelievable … 
when you play against 
a team where their 
losses double their wins, 
unfortunately – and this 
is nothing against the 
referee – again, human 
nature almost makes you 
feel sorry for them,” said 
head coach Tyler Ertel. 

“I didn’t think we played 
a dirty game, we talked 
about this. In our last 
six games we’ve been 
averaging 10 minutes of  
penalties a game. It was 
a frustrating night but 
it helped us work on our 
penalty kill so we’ll take 
a positive out of  it. Defi-
nitely nothing I saw my 
guys do was inappropri-
ate.”

“That’s the way we usu-
ally play. It’s not our best 
quality, but it happens. 
We get a lot,” added cap-
tain Steve Romanick.

That stance was re-
flected on the gamesheet 
and on the ice, as the 
Jacks came out strong in 
the first period, notching 
three markers – the last 
two of  which were an al-
most identical play using 
different lines. 

For the second goal, the 
line of  Zak Yoshy, Tim 
Zettler and Romanick 
kept working the puck in 

Jacks outwork Port Dover despite penalties
Even with 50:6 ratio in the box, Wellesley still manages a 6-2 win

the crease at Port Dover 
goaltender Jason Me-
deiros, with Romanick 
eventually slipping it past 
the goal line. Less than a 
minute later it was Geoff  
Tiffin, Dave Schenkle and 
Derek Lebert doing the 
same, this time with Tif-
fin getting the credit.

Wellesley took a break 
in the second period, said 
both Ertel and Romanick, 
slacking on the offensive 
attacks and allowing 
the Sailors to sneak two 
pucks past Applejack 
Daryl Koebel – one dur-
ing a power play in the 
constant parade to the 
penalty box marshaled 
by referee Brent Bloch.

Coming back in the third 
period with the board 
standing at 3-2, Wellesley 

was able to notch another 
three, showing that in 
the face of  adversity the 
roster stood up and held 
the line.

“Those were two points 
that we just can’t afford 
to give up, and they met 
the challenge and all the 
guys did it so we’re very 
happy,” said Ertel.

Wellesley now heads 
into the last two week-
ends of  its regular 
season, each of  them 
a three-game weekend 
that will decide which 
of  their Bauer Division 
rivals – St. George, Ayr or 
Tavistock – the Jacks will 
lace up against in the 
playoff  march towards 
the conference finals.

“It’s probably good to go 
into the playoffs with a 

lot of  hockey under our 
belts, because we usually 
play two or three times 

before tomorrow’s (Feb. 
9) game in Port Dover.

“We’re aiming for our 

last seven games, starting 
tonight, to be at worst 5-2. 
So we’re going to go into 
the playoffs with a nice 
roll and then get ready 
for whoever,” added Er-
tel, who together with the 
team’s other coaches and 
scouts are already draft-
ing up the game plans for 
the first round, scouting 
out their divisional rivals 
in the process.

“It all depends who 
we’re going to play – we’ll 
break down their systems 
as I’m sure they’re going 
to do with us. It really 
comes down to whichever 
team is going to perform, 
and it’s if  you’re top guys 
really step up you have a 
great chance of  winning 
and if  they don’t it makes 
it a lot more difficult,” ex-
plained Ertel. “We know 
everyone in our division, 
we’ve talked about them 
and we’ve scouted them 
and we will continue to do 
so in the last two weeks.

“It’s going to be a war 
and it’s going to be a lot 
of  fun. We’re looking for-
ward to it and we hope we 
have a lot of  fans for the 
playoffs.”

a week in 
p l a y o f f s , 
so it will 
be good 
p r a c t i c e 
for that,” 
e x p l a i n e d 
Ro m a n i ck 
of  the re-
m a i n i n g 
weekends, 
which start-
ed with a 
game in 
Delhi last 
night (Feb. 
7) and 
continue to-
night (Feb. 
8) in Welles-
ley against 
St. George 

HUGO RODRIGUES

HUGO RODRIGUES

CONTROL THE PUCK  Applejack Parry Martin tries to get control of an airborne puck during third period play against the Port Dover Sailors at 
the Wellesley Arena on Feb. 1. The Jacks battled to a 6-2 win despite all their penalty grief.

HE SCORES! Wellesley was on a scoring blitz Feb. 1, including this marker as Tim Zettler 
works the puck past Port Dover goaltender Jason Medeiros.
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For more information on these and other tours 
or to receive our tour booklet contact:

www.exceltours.ca
70 Baffin Place, WATERLOO  ON N2V 1Z7

Phone: 519-747-1626
Travel Act # 50008934

MYRTLE BEACH & GEORGIA IN AZALEA TIME
March 18-27, 2003

Beauty, excitement and 
history are all a part of 

this tour. Stroll through 
the enchanting Magnolia 

Gardens, visit historic 
Savannah and Charleston. 

Enjoy a tour of the Low Country, the 
Grand Strand, Brookgreen Gardens and Myrtle 

Beach plus much more.

ARIZONA & CALIFORNIA
April 7-29, 2003 - 23 days via coach
April 12-26, 2003 - 15 days via air

Join us for this exciting and 
diverse tour. You see it all 

from the Prairies to 
the Rocky Mountains 
to the breathtaking 

scenery along the "Big Sur." A special highlight 
is the spectacular presentation of "The Glory of 

Easter" at the Crystal Cathedral.

Your

Valentine’s
Headquarters

Valentine
Balloon Bouqets

$6.70from

Serving Elmira
for 20 Years!

• Decorations
     • Plush Toys
           • Cards

12 Oriole Pkwy, ELMIRA • 669-8131Mon - Thurs 9-9, Fri & Sat 9-10, Sun 11-9

Woolwich Minor Hockey
Girls Novice

Jan. 25
Kitchener Tadpoles 3 Woolwich 6
Goals: Megan Hovey (3), Melanie 
Schwartzentruber (2), Jocelyn 
Lubert.
Assists: Carly Horst (2), Lauren 
Oaks, Megan Hovey, Jocelyn Lubert.
Waterloo Ravens 0 Woolwich 6
Goals: Kayla Wideman (2), Melanie 
Schwartzentruber (2), Kaleigh 
Moser, Carly Horst.
Assists: Tori Martin (2), Carly Horst 
(2), Melanie Schwartzentruber, 
Kayleigh Moser, Kayla Wideman, 
Sarah Church.

Pee Wee
Feb. 1

Woolwich Two 4 Ayr 5
Goals: Graham McDonald, Kaleb 
Pilkey, Justin Linseman.
Assists: Axl Schneider (2), Shawn 
Reinhart (2), Mitchell Metzger, 
Adam Martin.

Minor Pee Wee “A”
OMHA Playoffs Round Two

Jan. 26
Woolwich 1 Hespeler 2
Goals: Nick Roth.
Assists: Robert Hinschberger, Ryan 
Elvy.

Jan. 29
Hespeler 6 Woolwich 1
Goals: Mark Fackoury.
Assists: Robert Hinschberger.

Minor Bantam
OMHA Playoffs

Jan. 28
Owen Sound 1 Woolwich 4
Goals: Ryan Pfisterer, Jeff Dumart, 
Bradley Shantz, Mitchell Gelfand.
Assists: Corey Martin, Jeff Dumart 
(2), Bradley Shantz, Michael Dunn, 
Brent Oliver.

Tri-County round robin

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD

Feb. 1
Woolwich 3 Burlington 1
Goals: Brent Oliver (2), Ryan 
Pfisterer.
Assists: Bradley Shantz, Michael 
Dunn, Jeff Dumart, Mitchell 
Gelfand.

Feb. 2
Woolwich 4 Oakville 3
Goals: Ryan Pfisterer, Johnathan 
MacIntyre (2), Mitchell Gelfand.
Assists: Brandon Rilling (3), 
Corey Martin (2), Craig Dumart (2), 
Bradley Shantz.

Bantam
Jan. 29

Burford One 1 Woolwich Two 8
Goals: Shane Lunney (2), Jeff 
Swartzentruber (2), Daniel Kruger, 
Robbie Martin, Nick Monk, David 
DaRosa.
Assists: Dave Trimble (2), David 
DaRosa (2), Tanner Hackbart (2), 
Shane McTavish, Nick Monk, Daniel 
Kruger, Andrew Frey.

Jan. 31
Paris One 2 Woolwich Two 0

Midget “AA”
OMHA Playoffs Round Two

Jan. 31
Woolwich 2 Georgetown 1
Goals: Josh Ahier, Mike Young.
Assists: Mike Young, Justin Clark, 
Josh Ahier.

Feb. 3
Georgetown 2 Woolwich 4
Goals: Mike Young, Simon McGhee, 
Tanner McIntosh, Tim Freeman.
Assists: Justin Clark, Josh Ahier, 
Scott Way, Simon McGhee, Blake 
Martin, Shawn Dunn.

Feb. 5
Woolwich 3 Georgetown 1
Goals: Justin Clark, Josh Ahier, 
Mike Young.
Assists: Mike Young, Scott Way, 

Justin Clark.
*Woolwich advances to round 
three
Twin Centre Minor Hockey

Girls Pee Wee
Feb. 2

Twin Centre 1 Stratford 2
Goals: Robin Taves.
Assists: Lauri Reid.

Feb. 3
Stratford 3 Twin Centre 0

Pee Wee “AE”
OMHA Playoffs Round Two

Jan. 29
Six Nations 0 Twin Centre 4
Goals: Matt Koch, Nolan Gerber, 
Justin Roeder, Eric O’Neill

Feb. 1
Twin Centre 5 Six Nations 0
Goals: Nolan Gerber, Ryan Keupfer, 
Tyler Hand, Kevin Howarth, Will 
Abell.

Feb. 5
Twin Centre 2 Six Nations 1
Goals: Will Abell, Justin Roeder.
Assists: Will Abell, Eric O’Neill.
* Twin Centre advances to 
round three
Woolwich Ringette

Bunnies
Jan. 25

Woolwich 8 Guelph 9
Goals: Jocelyn Lubert (7), Lea 
Olsthoorn.
Assists: Emma Davidson (5), Hailie 
Pavanel, Lauren Lawson, Carissa 
Truax.

Jan. 29
Woolwich 7 Cambridge 14
Goals: Jocelyn Lubert (5), Hailie 
Pavanel, Emma Davidson.
Assists: Emma Davidson (3), 
Jocelyn Lubert (2), Lea Olsthoorn, 
Hailie Pavanel.

Feb. 1
Guelph 6 Woolwich 4

Goals: Jocelyn Lubert (3), Emma 
Davidson.
Assists: Emma Davidson (2), 
Heather Bauman, Lea Olsthoorn.
Woolwich 3 Barrie 2
Goals: Jocelyn Lubert (3).
Assists: Sydney DeRose, Gillian 
Olsthoorn, Lauren Lawson.

Tween
Jan. 31

Guelph 0 Woolwich 1
Goals: Megan Lee.
Assists: Lara Bisbee.

Feb. 1
Woolwich 3 Seaforth 9
Goals: Megan Lee (2), Steph 
Thomas.
Assists: Laura Bilton, Rachelle 
Ament, Jenna Petker.
London 3 Woolwich 3
Goals: Megan Lee (2), Steph 
Thomas.
Assists: Gillian Primeau, Barb 
Huegle.
Woolwich 6 Pickering 1
Goals: Jenna Petker (2), Megan 
Lee (2), Steph Thomas (2).
Assists: Lara Bisbee, Alicia 
Davidson (2), April Hammell, Steph 
Thomas, Laura Bilton.

Feb. 2
Seaforth 8 Woolwich 3
Goals: Megan Lee (2), Steph 
Thomas.
Assists: Steph Thomas, Jenna 
Petker, Laura Bilton.

Alpine Ontario South
Mackenzie K1 League

Chicopee I Ski Club
Feb. 1

Craigleith Ski Club
Super Slalom
3. Nyssa Laing

GOT SCORES?
669-5790 X101

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If  you build it they 
will come – something 
that Rod and Loni 

Townsend discovered 
firsthand several years 
ago when Rod’s love of  
hockey led to the build-
ing of  an outdoor rink on 
rented industrial lands 
and the establishment of  
a three-on-three hockey 
tournament.

Having been on hiatus 
for two years, the rink and 
tournament are up and 
running again, this time 
out of  the Townsends’ own 
property on Listowel Road.

The key to making it all 
happen on their new prop-
erty was the 110 X 50-foot 
concrete pad that used to 
sit under an old chicken 
barn. With boards built 
almost immediately after 
the Townsends moved on-
site in Nov. 2002, all that 
was needed was the cold 
snap that ended last week 
to get the ice up to snuff, 
explained Loni during a 
quiet day at the rink while 
her children Matthew and 
Jessica got some ice time 
with a friend.

With the ice surface now 
up and running, children 
of  all ages have been us-
ing the ‘Make Believe 
Gardens’ regularly, with 
free public skating offered 
on weekends as well. The 

They built it and people will come
Elmira family opens outdoor rink for tournament and skating

one remaining piece of  the 
whole setup was the tour-
nament.

“It’s just a chance I guess 
for the older lads to have 
a little bit of  fun a couple 
of  times a year. It’s usu-
ally always the kids who 
are using it all the time. 
This is sort of  a fun day 
for the adults,” explained 
Rod. “I think we’ll find that 
we’ll end up with more 
than 16 teams that want 
to play and they’ll likely 
be 60 guys there. I wouldn’t 
doubt it. We’ve normally 
had 14. … The word’s out 
and they’ll show up, I know 
they will.”

The Townsends are ad-
vising folks to show up 
by 3 p.m. so play can get 
started by 3:30 p.m., with 
games consisting of  three 
five-minute periods with a 
one-minute break between 
periods. Take into account 
the flood after every second 
game – Rod uses a donated 
tractor-mounted Zamboni 
to do the honours – and the 
family expects play to last 
until, well, whenever.

“There’ll be a space there 
about 20’ by 30’ with a cou-
ple of  propane heaters in it 
and people can sit in there 
and sip their pop or what-
ever and watch the games 
that are on,” added Rod, 
who has also set up do-
nated lights to flood the ice 
once darkness falls. “It will 
go on until whenever we’re 

finished. I don’t know if  it 
will be midnight … who 
knows?. I’m winging it, but 
it will be fine.”

That confidence comes 
from knowing the popu-
larity of  the tournaments 
before they stopped a few 
years ago, attracting atten-
tion from CBC-TV Sports 
in the process. With ev-
erything up and running 
again, the Townsends are 
hoping to attract some at-
tention from CBC once 
more, and have sent a 
letter to the home ice ad-
vantage contest hosted by 
the network. The contest 
encourages people to try 
and build the best outdoor 
skating rink possible, with 
one rink per province win-
ning the construction of  
an outdoor community 
rink for their town, said 
Loni.

Regardless of  their re-
sult in the CBC contest, 
the family will keep the 
ice in as long as possible, 
and keep it open to their 
children’s friends and local 
skaters – their way of  giv-
ing back to the community, 
said Rod.

“It’s a neat thing to have 
and everybody seems to 
enjoy it, so why not carry 
on with it. It’s like a tradi-
tion and it will be now. It’s 
there now with all that 
other stuff. It’s a perma-
nent thing now and that’s 
good.” 

READY TO RUMBLE? Do 
you think you can take these 
three on? Matt Schieck, Jessica 
Townsend and Matt Townsend 
can take home ice advantage if 
they wish today (Feb. 8) during 
the three-on-three hockey 
tournament sponsored by Matt 
and Jessica’s father Rod. They’ll 
have to play against kids their 
own age though, since the 
tournament is only for adults.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Sweet sounds for diabetes research A comic tale of deja vu A shot of Lemon-Aid at KPL

Phil Edmonston, author of the Lemon-Aid series of guide books, will 
be giving a free talk at the Kitchener Public Library on Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. 
Edmonston, founder of the Automobile Protection Association, is an 
outspoken consumer advocate. Call 743-0271 for more information.

‘70s return to haunt us
Listowel theatre stages Neil Simon’s Last of the Red Hot Lovers

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs  
(519) 664-3610

Strip Loin Steaks

Farmers Sausage

Pork Cordons

Kolbassa

Black Forest Ham

Extra Old Cheddar

Weekly  Specials
Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades A, AA, AAA

CANADA AAA New York

Fresh

$8.99/LB

$1.99 /LB

$1.69 each

$3.99/LB
Deli Sliced

$5.99/LB

$3.49/LB

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For those of  us 
mortified by the 
1970s the first 
time around, a 

booming retro movement 
might seem like some-
thing of  a nightmare. 
Taking that ball and run-
ning with it, Listowel’s 
Theatre Three-Eleven 
is now presenting Neil 
Simon’s Last of  the Red 
Hot Lovers – a quintes-
sential tale of  ‘70s sexual 
adventure or, at least, an 
attempt to get there.

Shows began Feb. 6 and 
run until Feb. 23.

The play introduces 
us to Barney Cashman 
– a happily married sea-
food restaurant owner 
in 1970s New York City 
who is struggling with 
a midlife crisis.  As the 
lecherous times of  the 
city dictate, he attempts 
to have an extra-marital 
affair – without a great 
deal of  success.  

During his nervous and 
comical encounters with 
three very different wom-
en, the audience watches 
as Barney attempts to 
cope with his awkward 
manner and his indeci-
sion. We also see him try 
to change his mother’s 
apartment into a swing-

ing bachelor pad.
As he attempts to join 

the sexual revolution 
before it’s too late, enter 
Elaine, a hard drinking 
femme fatale; Bobbie, an 
unemployed nightclub 
singer; and Jeanette, Bar-
ney’s wife’s best friend

Theatre Three-Eleven 
co-owner Justin Webster 
stars as Barney. Local 
residents Susan Brochu, 
Mari-Anne Tinholt, and 
Connie McGirr perform 
the roles of  the three 
would-be dalliances.

“He’s an everyman who 
wants to fit in, to take 
part in the ‘70s revolution 
and sow his wild oats,” 
Webster says of  the hap-
less Barney. “He doesn’t 
have much success, but 
it makes for some funny 
scenes.”

Last of  the Red Hot 
Lovers opens Theatre 
Three-Eleven’s 2003 sea-
son.

“We wanted to do some-
thing light. It’s a comedy. 
It’s smart. It’s Neil Si-
mon,” Webster said of  
the production.

Simon, of  course, is 
America’s most success-
ful comic playwright, 
whose other hits include 
The Odd Couple, Prisoner 
of  Second Avenue, Lost 
in Yonkers and Brighton 
Beach Memoirs. He’s 

known for his ‘70s 
sensibilities.

The Listowel pro-
duction is true to 
the era – look for 
lots of  stomach-
churning colour 
combinations (it 
was the era of  
puke green) and 
bad fashions.

“I don’t know if  
we do it justice … 
but it’s about the 
‘70s,” he said. As 
Barney, Webster 
dons the makeup 
to portray the 
m i d d l e - a g e d 
would-be Lothario 
and the polyester 
leisure suit of  
the true ‘70s man 
– “he’s no John 
Travolta, though,” 
Webster said of  
his Barney. 

Last of  the Red 
Hot Lovers runs 
Thursdays-Satur-
days (8 p.m.) and 
Sundays (2 p.m.) 
until Feb. 23. 

All tickets are 
$15.00 and can be 
reserved by calling 
(519) 291-2033 or 1-
877-455-0552 or by 
visiting www.theatre-
311.com. Theatre 
Three-Eleven is 
located at 311 Main 
St. E. in Listowel.

WHERE POLYESTER IS KING  Justin Webster is Barney Cashman in Theatre Three-Eleven’s production of Last of the 
Red Hot Lovers, Neil Simon’s look at ‘70s life and one man’s attempt to join in on the sexual revolution. The objects 
of his would-be affections are Connie McGirr (left), Susan Brochu (right) and Mari-Anne Tinholt (kneeling). The play 
runs until Feb. 23 at the Listowel venue.

The Elora Community Theatre presents Who’s On First, a comedy that sees 
four friends relive the same hour again and again until they get it right. 
The play opens Feb. 14 at the Fergus Grand Theatre. Tickets are $13, call 
(519) 787-1981.

Gale Presbyterian Church will be filled with the sounds of romance 
and Broadway on Feb. 15, as local soloist Elaine Pearce and pianist 
Fred Gingrich perform a Valentine benefit concert for Elmira’s Diabetes 
Association. Tickets are $8 each or $15 a pair. Call 669-3905.
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HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$12.18+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......87¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE

COMING EVENTS

NOT SURE HOW TO TELL THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE THAT YOU 
LOVE THEM? GREAT IDEAS IN OUR VALENTINES SPREAD!

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

C L O D S U T A H I S L E
S P I R I T L A M A F A I R

C L A P A E R A T O R N E O
H I R E Y N A R D A N U S
A G E A R P A R E B U R Y
S H E A T H E T A N T A R A
E T C E T E R A I T L L S I N

R E A S S I M I L A T I O N
A N I N T B E T O
S A F E D E P O S I T B O X
E R A I R O N T O R R A N C E
A D R E N A L W E E N I E S

A N G S T S D E A D M R S
M U D D A R T W O R K M E
I R A B O E O T I A V E E S
C A Y S L O N E E G O I S T
A L S O E N O S R E F I T

SEE
PAGES 
14-15

Get more from your 
online experience.

Photo Galleries • Classifieds • Top Stories • Comics • Advertisers Toolbox • Lo-
cal Maps • Regional Information • Hockey Pool Results • And much more...

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

NOW MORE ONLINE
www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

Hydro Agri Canada specializes in packaging fertilizer products 
for agricultural and horticultural customers.

Due to the seasonal nature of our business, we require production 
workers from February to Mid May. You will be required to handle 
packages up to 25 kilograms (55lbs) on a continuous basis. Hours 
of work are from 8am to 4:30pm daily (may change to 7am - 5pm). 
Pay rate $10.00/hr plus a seasonal bonus.

Please send resume to Hydro Agri Canada
   23 Union Street
   Elmira, Ontario
   N3B 2Z6 - P.O. Box 160
   Attention: Plant Manager
   Fax (519) 669-4432

Production Workers
Full Time - Temporary

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT / PHONE

RECEPTIONIST
ELMIRA FARM SERVICE (2000) LTD.

Is now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of full-time administrative assistant/
phone receptionist.
This position requires a person with a good 
working knowledge of Microsoft Word and 
Excel.
Please forward your resumé in confidence 
to:   
 Elmira Farm Service (2000) LTD. 
 c/o Darrell MacMillan 
 P.O. Box 188, 
 Elmira, ON., N3B 2Z6
Applicants selected for an interview will be 
contacted. Thank you for your interests in this 
position.

If you are seeking a fun, team environment 
with an opportunity for growth, please 
submit your resume to:

Benjamin’s Restaurant & Inn
1430-1 King Street N.

St. Jacobs, ON
N0B 2N0

fax: (519) 664-1513
e-mail: cschiller@stjacobs.com

or fill out an application at the Restaurant

A FULL & PART TIME DISHWASHER
A FULL & PART TIME HOUSEKEEPER

LINE COOK (2 YEARS
EXPERIENCE IN FINE DINING)

BENJAMIN'S RESTAURANT & INN
We are currently seeking the following positions:

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY WORKSHOP

with Dr. Bryan Lawrence D.C.
Pressure Points are areas of Stored Stress on a nerve pathway.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:
• FATIGUE • HEADACHES • LOW BACK PAIN • NECK PAIN

• SINUS & ALLERGIES • ARM and WRIST PAIN (Carpel Tunnel Syndrome)

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING (Arms & Legs)

Learn How Gentle Light Touch Will Assist
Your Body To Promote Improved Health.
“Address the Cause, not the Symptoms”

WHEN: Wednesday, February 12, 2003  6:30-8:00 pm
WHERE: 30 Dupont St. East, Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item to be donated to the local Food Bank

CALL 746-4144... SPACE IS LIMITED

COMING EVENTS

$$$$$ FUNDRAISING $$$$$

Earn money for your non-profit group, 
club, or association, without selling, by 
delivering SuperPages directories in 
Elmira, Listowel, Atwood, Floradale, 
and surrounding areas.

Start Date: May 30, 2003 (approx.)

For more information please call:

CANWEST DIRECTORY DISTRIBUTORS

905-458-0623
1-877-265-1674 (toll-free)

Monday to Friday 9:00 - 4:00

FUNDRAISINGFUNDRAISING

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. 
has full-time openings for 
the following positions:
Batching Operator

Pellet Mill Operator
These are immediate openings on the 
evening shift (3 pm to 11 pm).
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. offers a 
competitive salary with full benefits.

Please call or submit resumé to:
  Jeff Van Driel 
 Operations Manager
 Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd.
 Box 22 
 Wallenstein, ON  N0B 2S0
 Phone: (519) 669-5143
 Fax: (519) 669-3560

HELP WANTED

Willing Plus Staffing is 
now hiring for DC Foods. 
Long - term, temporary 
position in Waterloo.  Food 
production/packaging, san-
itation - day and midnight 
shif ts. Call Willing Plus 
Staffing 1-800-817-6952. 
Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds. 

RENTALS

Apartment For Rent - 
Available March 1 in quiet 
neighbourhood. Rent/plus 
hydro. Required first and 
last month. Call (519) -
669-2566.
Room For Rent. Executive 
Home. Shared accommo-
dation, all inclusive. Must 
like cats. $375/month.  
699-4008.

RENTALS

Room For Rent - Rully 
furnished room for rent in 
Christian family home. Co-
lour tv and cable included. 
Private phone, shared 
kitchen and bathroom. 
$320/week. Available im-
mediately. Parking avail-
able. 669-5621.

RENTALS

One Bedroom Apart-
ment, upper level, close to 
downtown Elmira. Parking, 
non-smoker, available Feb. 
1. 669-1906, after 6 p.m.

FOR SALE

Sale On Winter Coats - 
$2.00 at Woolwich Com-
munity Services Thrif t 
Shop. Birdland Plaza Elmi-
ra. 669-1129. 
22 CU FT. Freezer Sale 
- Deluxe firsts at seconds 
prices. Limited quantity. 
Walter Appliances,  669-
2007. Plus many other 
great specials. 
Car Part. Towing mirror, 
clamps to vehicle fender. 
$15. Call 669-0665, after 5. 
Frocks N’ Fabrics is now 
open Tuesday evenings ‘til 
9 p.m. starting Feb. 4, 2003. 
Spring and summer colours 
in 100% polyester have ar-
rived.  846-9250.

Computer, MacIntosh - 
With keyboard. Good for 
parts. $50. 669-1119.
Bed. Mattress/Boxspring. 
Good condition. $50. Call  
664-3578, 5-7 p.m. 

REAL ESTATE 
WANTED

Wanted To Rent: Industrial 
space, minimum 1000 sq. 
ft. Elmira and surrounding 
area. Call 669-5040.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Durango SLT Plus 
- low kms, one owner, 
leather, loaded. $27995. 
Voisin’s, 669-2831.
Find the ride of your life 
in Observer Classif ieds. 
Weekly automotive listings.
1998 Toyota Tercel - Low 
kms, auto, great deal ! 
$8995. Voisin’s, 669-2831.
2000 Caravan. One own-
er, low kms, most options. 
$14995. Voisin’s  669-
2831.
2000 Cirrus LX, Special 
edit ion, low kms. This 
week’s special $12995. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.
1999 Ram 1500 SLT Quad 
Cab. One owner, most op-
tions. $17995. Voisin’s 
669-2831.
1996 Windstar GL. Load-
ed,  quad seats,  $7995. 
Voisin’s  669-2831.
2000 Caravan Sport.  One 
owner, all options, bal.  of 
5/100 warranty, $17995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.
2000 Neon. Low kms, auto, 
air, cruise. $10995. Voisin 
Chrysler 669-2831.
1998 Grand Caravan LE. All 
wheel drive, only 50,000 kms.  
$16995. Voisin’s 669-2831.
1999 Neon Highline. 
Auto, air, low kms.  $8995. 
Voisin’s 669-2831.

Dining room staff
on a part time basis at Elmira Raceway.  Must 
be 18+. Training provided.
Submit resumés no later than Feb. 15 by fax 
to (519) 669-1202 or by mail or hand delivery 
to: 

Elmira Raceway
ATTN: Sharon Riley 
28 Snyder Avenue South, P.O. Box 98 
Elmira, ON     N3B 2Z5

HELP WANTED

Wanted - Fully equipped, 
replacement Window 
and Door INSTALLA-
TION SPECIALIST. Join 
a winning team of over 31 
established Ontario loca-
tions. Call now Toll-Free 
1-888-738-0738.
DZ Driver Wanted - Com-
petitive wages and benefits. 
Apply in person or call Ozie 
Martin at Thur Transport, 
Elmira. 519-589-3881

RENTALS

One Medium Size room, 
large private living room, 
shared bath, kitchen, laun-
dry. Some dog respon-
sibilities. $400 inclusive. 
Medium size bungalow, 
single occupant. Call Terry 
at  669-2014.

TOWER RIGGERS
Riggers required with

minimum 5 years
tower experience.

Starting wage up to
$22/hr. Apply at:

ADVANCED TOWER LTD.
Phone 519 669-8600

or fax resume to
519 669-1231
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OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS
BUY IT. SELL IT. ANNOUNCE IT. IN PRINT, AND 
ONLINE AT www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com

DEATH
NOTICES

WORDUP ©2003 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

This crossword is available in an interactive format online at www.woolwichobserver.com

ACROSS 
1. Serves a purpose
7. Bony shield on an ar-
madilo
13. Person delivering a 
speech
15. Small biscuits to 
serve with tea
17. Expresses position
19. Visual defect, reti-
nas are unequal in size
21. A greeting
22. Address for a mar-
ried woman
24. Sport of  riding on a 
sled (plr)
25. Young woman mak-
ing her debut in society
26. Philippian foliage 
used to thatch baskets
28. Verb to be
29. Having irregular 
notched margin (adv)
31. Quick squirt of  car-
bonated water
32. Cereal
34. Hard surface cover-
ing crown of  a tooth
35. Over (Syn)
36. “This is the ____
, my friend” ~J. Mor-
rison
38. Verb: to be
40. Sweet, kaiser, 
crusty are a kind of...
41. Damage irreparably
43. Winds coming from 
the sea towards the land
45. In the direction of
46. The thing named or 
in question
47. Of  an appropriate 
nature
51. Underwater projec-
tile detonates on con-

tact
56. A Hebrew judge
57. Between northeast 
and east
58. Earlier in time than
59. Vessel for holding 
cremated human re-
mains
60. consider, as of  an 
example (2wrds)
62. Informal term for 
the mouth
64. Thin plastic tubes 
used to suck liquid
66. Cause to make dif-
ferent
68. “THIS SIDE __”
69. A petty quarrel
70. A fluid product of  
inflamation
71. Sounds like “gra-
cious” not spelt that 
way
75. To make a mistake
76. As conjunction 
word can be “because”
77. Rotating part con-
verts gas into mechani-
cal energy (2wrds)
79. First syllable of  any 
major musical scale
80. The transitive verb 
of  ‘halo’
81. Runs from crotch to 
bottom of  leg on trou-
sers
83. Recall knowledge 
from memory
84. Oktoberfest cele-
brates this nationality
DOWN 
2. Syllable naming 5th 
note on musical scale
3. A time period 
marked by distinctive 

character
4. Ardent followers
5. Someone who puts to 
good use
6. Can’t find anymore 
(3rd per. sing.)
7. Light biscuit-like 
quick bread
8. A national legislative 
assembly
9. Occuring simultane-
ously
10. A police detective 
(abr)
11. World superpower
12. Things of  little val-
ue
14. Colour associated 
with communism
15. Sport that can go 
downhill or cross-coun-
try
16. Woman who tells 
fortunes
18. Necessity for time-
exposed photos
20. A personal thought 
about something
21. Small moon of  Sat-
urn
23. Crime, killing or 
shopping can go with 
next word
25. Take exception to
27. Bombing by aircraft
30. Someone who delib-
erately causes wrecks
32. Poem attributed to 
Homer
33. A ballroom dance, 
sliding steps (2wrds)
37. Abbreviated form 
of  ‘number’
39. Indefinite article ap-
pears before “a”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72 73 74 75

76 77 78 79

80 81 82

83 84

OBSERVER
AUCTIONDIRECTORY

42. An excessive de-
gree
44. Informed about lat-
est trends
47. God of  the winds
48. What’s for sale in a 
cemetery
49. Canadian jazz pia-
nist, first name Oscar
50. Abbreviated form 
for ‘Ontario’
52. Hospital room 
where surgery per-
formed
53. The answer to the 
question
54. Hanging cloth used 
as a blind
55. Moving in a for-
ward position
60. Largest city in Bo-
livia
61. Wild sheep of  cen-
tral Asia
63. African indepen-
dent ruler or chieftain
65. Leather strap used 
to sharpen razors
67. Bearing a date
68. Act that exploits 
someone
72. A wad of  somthing 
chewable
73. African form of  
witchcraft
74. Person with unusu-
al powers of  foresight
77. A herd of  whales
78. Guided missile fire 
from shipboard to air-
borne target
80. 5th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet
82. Informal term for 
mother

Sat.       Feb. 8th      10:00am

AUCTION
BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX

5100 FOUNTAIN ST, NORTH, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.on.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Feb 7, 2003, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle,

Balance in 48 Hours by Cash, Interac or Bank Draft or as announced

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!! 

Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

to be held at:

2001 Maxima GLE 4dr
2000 Sonata GLS 4dr
2000 Focus LX 4dr
2-99/00 Saturn Wagons
2000 Neon 4dr
99 Alero 4dr
99 Intrepid 4dr
2-96/98 Grand Prix's
98 Malibu LS 4dr
97 Lumina 4dr
95 Corolla Wagon
93 Saturn SL1 4dr
92 VW Jetta 4dr
88 Cavalier 4dr

99 Dodge 1500 RAM Van
98 Dakota Sport Pickup
98 Caravan Wagon
98 Ford E350 Diesel C&C
97 Montana Wagon
95 Lumina APV Wagon
94 GMC 3500 Cargo Van
93 Chev 2500 4x4 c/w Plow
93 Cherokee 4x4 2dr
2-89/91 GMC/Chev 1500 P/ups
91 GMC 1500 4x4 Pickup
90 GMC Tracker 4x4 2dr
90 Ford F150 4x4 Pickup
89 Chev 10 Window Van

75+ Police, City, Repo, Lease, Bankruptcy, Fleets & Others

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

COMING EVENTS

MARRIAGE CHECKUPS. 
The Ontario Association 
for Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapy is of fering 
Free Marriage checkups 
Valentine’s Week, Febru-
ary 10-14. Call 416-364-
2627 or 1-800-267-2638, 
www.oamft.on.ca.
LOOKING FOR GREAT-
ER exposure for your item, 
business or service? Cana-
da-wide Classifieds may be 
for you. See full details on 
the Observer website.

MARTIN, Elo G. W – On Wednesday, February 
5, 2003, at KW Health Centre of Grand River 
Hospital, Elo G. Martin, age 70 years, of RR2 West 
Montrose.
NAYLOR, Robert “Bob” – Peacefully on 
Thursday, January 30, 2003, at his home in Elmira, 
Robert “Bob” Naylor, in his 86th year.
PILON, Florence – Peacefully, on Sunday, 
February 2, 2003, at Pinehaven Nursing Home, 
Waterloo , Florence M. Pilon, in her 90th year, of 
Elmira.
SPENLER, Amanda – Passed away peacefully, 
on Friday, January 31, 2003, at her residence, 
Country Meadows, Brunner.
VOISON, Stanley William – Passed away, 
peacefully, in his sleep on Tuesday, January 28, 
2003, in his 92nd year.
WEBER, Lovina (Mrs. Nelson W.) – Peacefully 
went Home to be with the Lord, on Thursday, 
January 30, 2003, at Pinehaven Nursing Home. 
Waterloo. Lovina (Eby) Weber in her 84th year, of 
Conestogo. 

BUSINESS

ADD TO YOUR BUSI-
NESS. Branded soft ice 
cream, frozen yogur t, 
slush, cinnamon bake-
shoppe, subs or pizza. 
Pay no franchise fees or 
royalties. 1-800-263-1455 
ext. 243.
HIGH EARNING POTEN-
TIAL IN 30 DAYS!!! Learn 
how to make money in 3-5 
weeks in this BIG $$$$$$ 
MARKET. To get your 
FREE info. package CALL 
TODAY Toll-Free at 1-866-
664-0366 (24 hrs).
FANTASTIC INCOME 
from one acre. Grow 
Echinacea. Normal price 
$0.16 per seedling. Order 
before February 28, 2003. 
Special price $0.10 per 
seedling. Toll free 1-866-
665-1599.
RIVERS OF MONEY. Last 
year alone over 39 billion 
dollars flowed through our 
industry. Why not get a 
bucket and join in! Learn 
how to turn a minimum 
secured investment of 
$19,000 into a potential 
lifetime income cash per 
week working only part-
time hours being your own 
boss! All you do is stock and 
collect the cash! Please call 
only if you can be your own 
boss, have the time, and 
have the investment re-
quired to begin earning 
your cash income today. 
Call now for info pack 24 
hours 1-800-661-6250.
TIRED OF COMMUT-
ING. Travel the online 
super highway and own 
your own business. Full 
training provided. Earn 
great potential income. 
www.seedofwealth.com. 
1-800-607-5602. 

CAREERS

LEARN AUCTIONEER-
ING. Classes held March 
22-28, 2003. For informa-
tion contact: Southwest-
ern School of Auctioneer-
ing, R.R. #5, Woodstock, 
Ontario N4S 7V9. 1-888-
673-6999. 

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
for your FREE brochure. 
1-800-267-1829. Sheffield 
School of Interior Design, 
1532 - 38 McArthur Ave, 
Ottawa ON K1L 6R2.
EXPLORING THE BIBLE, 
a basic Bible correspon-
dence course designed 
for everyone - For your 
FREE copy:ETB, P.O. 
Box 154, Shelburne, ON, 
L0N 1S0.

EMPLOYMENT

ELECTRICIANS, INSTRU-
MENT TECHS, pipefitters, 
millwrights, industrial me-
chanics required for vari-
ous mining and industrial 
projects throughout Can-
ada. Fax resume including 
valid tickets to: Tramin Min-
ing & Industrial Services 1-
807-597-5525.

FOR SALE

SAWMILL $4995.00 All new 
Super Lumbermate 2000, 
larger capacities, more op-
tions. Norwood Industries, 
manufacturer of sawmills, 
edgers and skidders. Free 
information. 1-800-566-
6899, ext. 400.OT
FREE CATALOGUE from 
Rocky Mountain Direct Mer-
chants. Over 400 products 
including jackets, pants, 
fleece, gear and more. CALL 
TOLL-FREE 1-888-377-6259 
and quote #7575 or visit 
www.rockydirect.com
NEED A COMPUTER? 
DON’T HAVE CASH? 
IBM, Gateway & Compaq 
as low as $1 a Day! No 
money down! Call Brands 
NOW! 1-866-259-1171. 
www.dollaraday.com
ROBERT BAREFOOT’S 
Coral Calcium Supreme 
for sale in Canada. Stag-
gering results from all 
degenerative diseases. 
Home based business 
opportunity. Call today 1-
866-319-0708, Calgary; 
www.curecanada.com

HEALTH

DRUG/ALCOHOL REHA-
BILITATION. Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything 
to drugs or alcohol. 90-180 
day, 75% success. Ask 
about our guarantee. See 
www.aei.net/~narconon. 1-
877-782-7409 Toll-free. 

HELP WANTED

Full-time/Part-time (20 hrs/
wk) Sales Agents Urgently 
Needed! Canada’s First & 
Largest Scholarship Plan 
(R.E.S.P.) is experienc-
ing EXPLOSIVE growth! 
Due to Federal support of 
20% grant (C.E.S.G.) to 
a lifetime limit of $7,200 
per child, many parents 
are inquiring how to take 
advantage of this FREE 
government incentive. 
Excellent training, sales 
and marketing suppor t 
from Canada’s NUMBER 
1 sales agency. Reliable 
auto a must. EXCEPTION-
ALLY HIGH INCOME in 
this EXPLOSIVE industry. 
Call Toll-Free: 1-866-271-
RESP (7377), Fax: 1-866-
355-RESP, Internet Site: 
www.respcst.com
WANTED: Fully equipped 
replacement window and 
door INSTALLATION SPE-
CIALISTS required. Join a 
winning team with over 31 
established Ontario loca-
tions. Call now Toll-Free 
1-888-738-0738
Att: WORK FROM HOME. 
NO RECESSION HERE! 
Put your PC to work. FREE 
information online - full train-
ing. www.line2freedom.com. 
1-800-318-6175.

A-Z DRIVERS

OWNER OPERATORS 
for established Beams-
ville ON. Company, with 
or without F/B or dry van 
trailer to run long & short 
U.S. ALSO, Company 
flat/van drivers needed. 
Paid percentage ( = up to 
50 cents per mile). Newer 
equipment and benefit pkg. 
Assigned truck. CALL 1-
800-565-3634 Ext. 234.

MORTGAGES

A BELOW BANK RATE, 1st 
and 2nd Mortgages, 95% to 
100% Financing, Debt Con-
solidation, No Income Veri-
fication Plans, Residential, 
Commercial, Industrial, 
1-800-225-1777, www.ho
meguardfunding.com.

$ PHONE SERVICE

CANADA’S TOP 
PSYCHICS...Are You 
Ready to Believe in Psy-
chics Again? Call Now, 
You Won’t Be Disap-
pointed! 1-900-451-7070 
$2.95/minute 18+.
LOOKING TO REACH more 
people? Try National Ads.
FALI African spiritual psy-
chic, 31 years experience. 
Reunites relationships/
makes lover want only you. 
Court cases, businesses, 
removes spells, protection. 
Fast results. 416-247-9299 
www.africanpsychic.com. 18+

$ PHONE SERVICE

LICENSED PSYCHIC and 
spiritual healer. Succeeds 
where others have failed. 
Accurate results, no gim-
micks. Call today, tomorrow 
may be too late. Toll free 1-
888-999-5756. 18+

PERSONALS

If you think you have a 
gambling problem, call 
for information about ser-
vices that can help. Dial 
toll-free 1-888-230-3505. 
Ontario Problem Gam-
bling Helpline (OPGH) 
www.opgh.on.ca
If you have an alcohol or 
drug problem, informa-
tion about treatment ser-
vices is available. Dial 
toll-free 1-800-565-8603. 
Drug and Alcohol Regis-
try of Treament (DART) 
www.dart.on.ca

M.R.Jutzi & Co.
Breslau, Ont. - (519) 648-2111

Saturday February 8, 10:00 a.m. Monthly Public Vehicle 
Auction to be held at Breslau Airport Road Auction 
Comples, 5100 Fountain St., N. Breslau(Kitchener). 
Viewing Friday Feb. 7, 2003 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc.,
Harriston, Ont. - (519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west 
of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; 
Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; 
Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. 
Quantity of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; Puppets; 
Candy; Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister Sets; 
Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus Many Other Items. 
TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS
NOW ONLINE.

FIREWOOD

Firewood For Sale - Lin-
wood. $75 a bush cord. 
885-2306.

WORK WANTED

Labourer available in the 
town of Elmira (outside 
townif transportation pro-
vided). Available for gen-
eral labour. 669-8950, ask 
for William. 

TRAINING/
LESSONS

Folk & Decorative Paint-
ing Classes: Beginners 
- 5 week session starting 
Tues. Feb. 18 - max. 10 
per class. Intermediate - 
Please call Shirlie Denton 
664-1717.

LOST & FOUND

Found - Bag of stuffed 
Teddy Bears labelled Tag-
A-Long. Hwy 86 new At 
the Crossroads Restau-
rant. 669-1275.

FURNITURE    
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% Off  
Specializing in Hand Strip-
ping, Refinishing, Repair-
ing,  Church Interiors and 
Pews, Dining Room Sets, 
Rockers, Chairs, Doors & 
Antiques. Highest Qual-
ity Workmanship.Pick-up/ 
Delivery. Free Estimates. 
579-1475.
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WINDOW TREATMENTS AUTOMOTIVE CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING CONSTRUCTION

DECORATING AGRICULTURAL PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRINTS

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES MATTRESS SALES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS ARTS & CULTURE FLOWERS/GIFTS SELF STORAGE

ELEC TROL Y SIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

Flower &
Gift Shop

12 Arthur St., S. ELMIRA

669-1313

Amanda Jewitt-Dyck, Owner

Window Box
The

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

PIONEER

Paul Metzger 519-698-1021

Big & Small 

ENTERPRISES

HAY &
STRAW
FOR SALE

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest tech nol o gy 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and con fi dence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPE CIAL ISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CON STRUC TION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofi ng
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Main te nance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

VIDEO / PRESENTATION

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Flor i da 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

COMPUTERS ELECTRICAL SERVICE CRANE SERVICEWELCOME WAGON

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

Commercial • Residential
Industrial • Plant Maintenance

“Professional • Courteous • Reliable”

CALL STEPHEN WILSON
519 664-1285

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE. ANY PICTURE.
Available in a variety of sizes, and delivered 
                                   right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to 
place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering 
at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 30 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Home AND Business.

Services include:
Windows 95/98/Me/XP,
Linux, Internet, E-Mail,
Hardware, Networking
and Software Upgrades
REASONABLE RATES!
MCNEIL COMPUTING

PHONE: (519) 669-1678

COMPUTER
CONSULTANT

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofi ng (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Michelle Reay                                        669-0495

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon 

Hostess.
She will bring 

congratulations and  
gifts for the family

and the NEW BABY!

Elmira & Surrounding area.
If you are not long distance to Elmira ,

you are welcome to a visit.

INTERSECTING This two vehicle 
collision occurred in the morning 
hours of Feb. 6 at the intersection 
of Katherine St. N. and Line 86 north 
of Winterbourne. A complete report 
was not available by presstime, but 
information showed heavy damage to 
a Honda Civic and a Dogde Caravan. 
Conestogo fi refi ghters responded to 
the scene to assist regional police 
and paramedics with injuries and 
scene management. JOE MERLIHAN
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment .   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

January 29
2:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 7100 Crowsfoot Rd. 
in Woolwich Twp. Both vehicles were 
eastbound when the lead vehicle, 
driven by an Ariss resident, slowed and 
stopped with the intention of turning 
into a private driveway – the trailing 
vehicle, driven by a Guelph resident, 
skidded on the snow-covered roadway 
and collided with the rear of the lead 
vehicle. There was a moderate amount 
of damage to both vehicles but no 
reported injuries. No charges were laid 
due to road conditions.
2:15 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Hillcrest 
and Young streets in St. Jacobs. A 
St. Jacobs resident was southbound 
on Young when a westbound Kitch-
ener resident failed to stop for the 
sign at the intersection, entering the 
intersection and colliding with the St. 
Jacobs resident. There was a moderate 
amount of damage to both vehicles 
but no reported injuries. The Kitchener 
resident was charged with ‘disobey 
stop sign, fail to stop.’
7:45 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Cedar Waxwing Dr. in Elmira. 

A Listowel resident was backing out of 
a private driveway when they collided 
with a vehicle parked on the opposite 
side of the road, owned by an Elmira 
resident. There was minor damage to 
the vehicles and no reported injuries. 
No charges were laid.

January 30
12:25 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Arthur 
St. S. and Second St. in Elmira. Both 
vehicles were northbound on Arthur 
when the lead vehicle driven by a Wa-
terloo resident slowed for traffic and 
was slammed from behind by an Ayton 
resident. There was significant damage 
to the vehicles and minor injuries were 
reported not requiring hospitalization. 
The Ayton resident was charged with 
‘careless driving.’
3:30 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Arthur St. 
S. and Sawmill Rd. outside St. Jacobs. 
Both vehicles were northbound when 
the lead vehicle, driven by a Drayton 
resident, slowed and stopped for the 
yellow light and was struck from be-
hind by a Listowel resident. There was 
severe damage to the vehicles but no 
reported injuries. The Listowel resident 

was charged with ‘careless driving.’
6:45 PM A three-vehicle collision 

occurred on Memorial Ave. in Elmira. 
An Elmira resident was northbound on 
Memorial when they struck a parked 
car also owned by another Elmira 
resident. As a result of the impact, the 
parked car was forced into a third car, 
owned by a third Elmira resident. There 
was moderate damage to all vehicles, 
but no reported injuries. The Elmira 
resident who caused the collision was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’
7:50 PM A theft was reported from 

the Elmira Pool on Ernst St. in Elmira. 
An employee contacted police after 
suspecting that a male youth stole 
a small amount of cash from the 
changeroom. The suspect was inter-
viewed by police and the investigation 
continues.

January 31
7:50 AM An alleged theft was 

reported from Park Manor Senior 
PS on Mockingbird Dr. in Elmira. A 
student there was accused of stealing 
an expensive pair of basketball shoes. 
The responding officer took a young 
male into custody and subsequently 
released him into an extrajudicial 

program.
2:15 PM An assault was reported 

at a trailer park on Martin Grove Rd. 
in Woolwich Twp. Police received a 
report that an adult male had been 
engaged in criminal behaviour at that 
location. The responding officer issued 
a warrant for a male party arrested 24 
hours later and held in custody under 
charges of ‘assault,’ ‘theft’ and ‘extor-
tion.’
2:15 PM Police responded to several 

false fire alarms at Elmira District Sec-
ondary School on University Ave. in 
Elmira. Elmira firefighters had also 
responded to the two false alarms 
and passed along information to po-
lice regarding a possible suspect. The 
responding officer later interviewed a 
young male in the presence of a par-
ent and determined that he was not 
responsible. The school is continuing 
the investigation.

February 1
2:40 AM As a result of a traffic stop 

on Arthur St. S. in Elmira, a very small 
quantity of marijuana was seized from 
a 20-year-old female. No charges 
were laid.
8:40 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Line 
86 and Listowel Rd. in Woolwich Twp. 
A Pickering resident was northbound 
on Listowel Rd. and approaching the 
intersection when he failed to see the 
stop sign, crossing Line 86 and ending 
up in the ditch. A Mississauga resi-
dent following behind did the same, 
colliding with the vehicle already in 
the ditch. There was significant dam-
age to the vehicles but no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid due to 
weather conditions.
9:50 AM A gas drive-off was re-

ported from the Suny’s Gas bar at 
Wagner’s Corners, located at the in-
tersection of King St. N. and Lobsinger 
Ln. in Woolwich Twp. An investigation 
led to a registered owner outside the 
region, who was subsequently con-
tacted by OPP.
11:15 PM As a result of a traffic 

stop on New Jerusalem Rd. near 
Southfield Dr., an area resident was 
charged with ‘operate motor vehicle 
with suspended driver’s licence.’ The 
vehicle was towed from that location.

February 2
2:00 PM Police responded to a 

residence on Centre St. in Elmira, 
where a young male was reported to 
be in breach of his recognizance. The 
youth had not returned home or been 
attending school as was required, and 
the responding officers conducted a 
search of the Elmira area, turning over 
the youth to his parents. No charges 
were laid.
3:10 PM A pedestrian was clipped 

by a vehicle on King St. N. in St. Ja-
cobs. The female Loretto resident was 
walking out from between parked 
cars and was clipped by a mirror on 
a pickup truck. She was taken by a 
friend to Grand River Hospital where 
she was treated and released for mi-
nor injuries. Police have no suspects.
8:30 PM A red child’s bicycle was 

recovered from Park Ave. in Elmira. 
It can be recovered from the Elmira 
detachment.

February 3
9:30 AM An attempted overnight 

break and enter was reported at 
Procast Foundaries on Memorial Ave. 
in Elmira. A door was forced on the 
property but there was no evident 
entry onto the premises. Police are 
continuing their investigation due 
to an unusual boot print left on the 
door.
4:00 PM Two stereo faceplates 

were recovered from the roadway on 
Bristol Creek Dr. in Elmira. They can be 
claimed from the Elmira detachment.
5:55 PM A three-vehicle collision 

was reported at the intersection of 
Arthur St. S. and First St. in Elmira. All 
vehicles were northbound on Arthur 
when the lead vehicle driven by an 
Elmira resident slowed and stopped 
in a line of traffic for the lights. The 
second vehicle, driven by a Newton 
resident, was doing the same, but 
the third vehicle, driven by a Drayton 

resident, was unable to stop, colliding 
with the Newton vehicle and causing 
a chain reaction. There was significant 
damage to all vehicles but no reported 
injuries. The Drayton resident was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’
7:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1200 King St. N. in St. 
Jacobs. A St. Jacobs resident was north-
bound on King when they attempted 
to drive around another vehicle that 
had slowed and stopped for a turn 
and reported losing control of their 
vehicle on the icy, snow-covered 
roadway, crossing the centre line and 
colliding with an oncoming vehicle 
driven by a Waterloo resident. There 
was moderate damage to both vehicles 
and minor injuries were reported not 
requiring hospitalization. No charges 
were laid.

February 4
7:15 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near the intersection of Line 
86 and Lavery Rd. in Wellesley Twp. A 
Moorefield resident had parked their 
vehicle on the side of the road as a 
result of road conditions when they 
were hit by a westbound Cambridge 
resident, who reported losing control 
of their vehicle on the icy, snow-cov-
ered roadway. There was moderate 
damage to both vehicles, but no re-
ported injuries. No charges were laid 
due to road conditions.
8:30 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1000 Middlebrook Place 
Rd. in Woolwich Twp. A Moorefield resi-
dent was southbound on Middlebrook 
when they reported losing control of 
their vehicle on the icy, snow-covered 
roadway, skidding off the road and col-
liding with a tree. There was significant 
damage to the vehicle but no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid due to 
road conditions.
12:00 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred near 5400 Ament Ln. in Welles-
ley Twp. An Oakville resident was back-
ing his tractor-trailer out of a business’ 
driveway when he crossed the path of 
an eastbound Gledhill resident. The 
damage to the vehicle was moderate 
but there were no reported injuries. No 
charges were laid.
12:00 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Arthur St. S. near the railway 
crossing in Woolwich Twp. A complete 
report was not available, but informa-
tion suggested a northbound transport 
truck driver lost control of his rig, 
crossing into the oncoming lane where 
he collided with a southbound pickup 
truck and jackknifed the tractor-trailer. 
Both vehicles were removed from the 
scene by tow truck and the driver of 
the pickup reported minor injuries to 
the neck and back not requiring hos-
pitalization.
12:00 PM A several-vehicle collision 

occurred on Arthur St. S. near Scotch 
Line Rd. in Woolwich Twp. A complete 
report was not available, but informa-
tion showed several minor injuries 
reported, with significant damage to 
two vehicles.
12:00 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred near the intersection of Arthur 
St. S. and Scotch Line Rd. in Woolwich 
Twp. A complete report was not avail-
able, but information suggested a 
pickup truck and compact car were 
involved. There was moderate damage 
to the vehicles but no reported injuries. 
No charges were laid.
12:15 PM Police closed Arthur St. 

S. between Listowel Rd. and Sawmill 
Rd. as a result of ongoing collision 
investigations. The road was reopened 
to traffic around 4 p.m.
12:15 PM Staff at the RBC Royal 

Bank on Arthur St. N. in Elmira recov-
ered a counterfeit $10 bill, serial num-
ber FEA3576910. It was turned over to 
the fraud branch for processing.
12:20 PM A two-vehicle collision 

was reported by the parties involved 
at the Elmira detachment. Both parties 
reported they had been diverted onto 
Scotch Line Rd. from Arthur St. S. in 
Woolwich Twp., and were eastbound 
on Scotch Line Rd. The first driver, an 
Elmira resident, reported losing control 
on the icy roadway and entering the 
ditch, where he was subsequently 

struck by the second Elmira resident. 
There was moderate damage to the 
vehicles and no reported injuries. No 
charges were laid due to the road 
conditions.
12:30 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Durst Rd. south of 
Hawkesville Rd. in Woolwich Twp. 
A police officer responding to a call 
became stranded in the ditch on the 
roadway. Shortly thereafter a town-
ship snowplow slid off the road and 
into the cruiser. There was significant 
damage to the cruiser but none to the 
plow. There were no reported injuries 
and no charges were laid.
1:00 PM A three-vehicle collision 

occurred on Arthur St. S. near Scotch 
Line Rd. Both vehicles were stopped 
waiting for the road to clear when they 
were struck by a passing transport 
truck exiting the closed section of the 
roadway. There was moderate dam-
age to the vehicles but no reported 
injuries.
3:30 PM Police were called to Ament 

Ln. near Kressler Rd. in Wellesley 
Twp., where two transport trucks had 
become stranded on the roadway at 
the bottom of a steep incline. Both 
drivers were hesitant to attempt the 
incline due to road conditions, fearing 
damage to their vehicles and injury to 
themselves. They finally left the area at 
9 a.m. on Feb. 5 after sufficient salt and 
sand had been applied to the roadway 
to improve traction.
4:00 PM Police closed Line 86 from 

Dorking to east of Ariss due to weather 
conditions that included blowing and 
drifting snow, reduced visibility and 
poor road conditions. The road was 
reopened around 12:00 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning.
4:15 PM A three-vehicle collision oc-

curred on Herrgott Rd. south of Line 86 
near the Conestogo River in Wellesley 
Twp. A complete report was not avail-
able, although information showed a 
regional snowplow involved in the col-
lision, and two vehicles towed from the 
scene. There were no reported injuries, 
and no charges were laid.
5:15 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 5400 Ament Ln. in 
Wellesley Twp. Both vehicles were 
westbound on Ament when the lead 
vehicle, driven by a Listowel resident, 
slowed and stopped for a tractor-trailer 
reversing out of a business’ driveway. 
Before they reached a full stop they 
were hit from behind by a Newton 
resident. There were no reported inju-
ries or charges.
5:30 PM A two-vehicle collision 

was reported on Katherine St. N. in 
Winterbourne. A complete report was 
not available, but information sug-
gested that a tow truck was involved 
in the collision, and the damage to 
the second vehicle was moderate. 
There were no reported injuries, and 
no charges.
6:15 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Arthur St. 
N. and Floradale Rd. in Woolwich Twp. 
Both vehicles were northbound on 
Arthur when they lost control of their 
vehicles on the icy, snow-covered road-
way and collided. There was moderate 
damage to the vehicles but no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid.
7:00 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred near 6900 Arthur St. N. in Wool-
wich Twp. Both vehicles were south-
bound when the lead vehicle, driven 
by a Moorefield resident, stopped on 
the roadway due to the declining road 
conditions. A Palmerston resident slid 
sideways into his vehicle, striking him 
from behind. There was significant 
damage to both vehicles with one 
of them demolished, but no reported 
injuries. No charges were laid.

February 5
5:30 AM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1900 Lobsinger Ln. in 
Woolwich Twp. A Kitchener resident 
was westbound when they reported 
losing control of their vehicle on the 
‘skating rink’ icy roadway, skidding 
across the road and into the ditch. 
There was a minor amount of damage 
but no reported injuries. There were no 
charges laid.

          

  

An invitation to residents from Woolwich Township to participate on an 

HONORARIUM REVIEW COMMITTEE
to determine an appropriate level of remuneration

for the 2003-2006 term of Council

Council wishes to appoint a task force consisting of members of the community 
including representatives from the business, labour, media, community at large, 
former councillors and agricultural sectors.  The task force will meet periodically to 
develop recommendations to be presented to the current Council for implementation 
for the 2003-2006 Council term.  The purpose of the Committee is:

· To consider and recommend an appropriate level of remuneration for 
members of Council including the Mayor;

· To establish a formula based on established economic indicators that would 
be used as a means to recommend adjustments to the Council honorarium 
on an annual basis.

· To review a policy for attending conferences and conventions.
· To review a policy for suitable technology upgrades for all members of 

Council.

If you are interested in participating on the task force or require further 
information, please contact Committee Clerk Valrie Hummel at Extension 239 
for an application.  Deadline for submission of applications is Monday, February 
24, 2003.

Christine Broughton,
Clerk - Extension 238

SPARE CROSSING GUARD FOR BRESLAU NEEDED
REQUIRED FOR MARCH 1st

The Township of Woolwich is looking for someone with a flexible schedule to be 
a spare Crossing Guard for Breslau. All training and equipment is provided by 
the Township. Applications are available from the municipal office at 69 Arthur 
Street South in Elmira or by calling (519) 664-2613 or (519) 669-1647, ext. 
239 or 238.

Christine Broughton,
Clerk
Township of Woolwich
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Learning how to record history

TOWN&COUNTRY

A nursery school Valentine’s bop 

Kids rule this roost
Playgroup welcome respite from winter isolation

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The opportunity to stay 
at home all day sounds 
appealing during the 
winter months, but 

for mothers and caregivers 
the season is often long and 
isolating.  

“I’ve got twins right now: it’s 
nice to get out of  the house,” 
smiled mum Ellie Pugh at the 
Kids and I resource centre in 
Elmira. For Pugh, the centre 
provides some of  that much 
welcomed adult interaction. 
“It’s nice to have a place that 
doesn’t cost a lot where you can 
share ideas on parenting.” Or 
ideas on anything, “even shop-
ping deals,” said professional 
caregiver Joanne Smyth who 
visits the centre once a week. 

Kids and I has been a popular 
venue for years – entertaining 
approximately 110 kids a week. 
Both kids and parents are wel-
come at the centre, which is 
open all day Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday 
mornings. Tuesdays are par-
ticularly hectic, smiled Kids 
and I coordinator Elizabeth de 
Boer as she recorded the names 
of  each visitor. 

Kids and I, operated by Wool-
wich Community Services, 
attracts families from all over, 
including as far afield as Kitch-
ener-Waterloo and Hamilton, 
particularly during the winter 
months, she said. There are gen-
erally fewer things to do in the 
winter; playing in the garden or 
visiting the park isn’t an option 
for little kids when it’s cold. 

JOANNE PEACH

Call Donna Rudy at 669-5790 EXT 104 to book space now.
The Premier Publishers of the Guide to the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival

YES, IT IS THAT TIME
OF YEAR — CALL NOW.
THE ONLY GUIDE WITH 70,000 CIRCULATION IN THE RECORD.

YES,
WE ARE

THE GUIDE
YOU WANT
TO BE IN

“You are more isolated 
from your neighbours  
[in winter] it’s nice to 
know you have a place 
to go,” said de Boer. Te-
resa Wikkerink agrees 
entertaining the kids 
can be challenging in 
the winter. “In the 
last couple of  weeks, 
we haven’t taken the 
kids outside to play 
because it’s just 
too cold,” she said, 
adding that the 
resource centre gives 
her children an opportunity 
to get out and meet 
other children. “It’s 
fantastic, the kids get 
to interact with other 
children and there’s a 
nice variety of  toys,” 
said Smyth. Kids and 
I also operates a toy li-
brary – allowing parents 
to borrow toys without 
the investment costs, 
said de Boer. And with 
new toys and friends to 
play with, the kids tend 
to be less clingy and shy, 
Smyth said. “And it gives 
mum a break, I can just sit 
back and relax,” said new 
mom Kristine Stumpf. 

For Smyth and her charges, 
Kids and I has really become 
“something to look forward 
to.” The kids call it the “spe-
cial place,” she smiled. 

D’ Anne Stortz Throo, 
mother and caregiver 
agrees. “It’s nice when 
you’re going for a walk 
with the kids to have a 
destination,” she said. 

Local women prepare to share the warmth
HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Content that needs in the 
local community were 
already being addressed 

by their church, a group of  
ladies from Gale Presbyterian 
Church in Elmira have been 

Ladies from Gale Presbyterian Church send knitted creations across Canada and the world
expanding their horizons by 
sending knitted and quilted 
clothing to those in need across 
Canada and around the world.

Led by Marylu Pentelow and 
Mary Haight, a group of  wom-
en from the congregation meet 
informally about four times a 
year to knit and sew items such 

as quilts, hats, mitts and other 
warm clothing. Once complete 
the items are sent to the nation-
al Presbyterian Church office, 
which then redirects them to 
other congregations for use in 
their communities.

“The idea was that we some-
times forget that we need 

to help others beyond our 
own community. I really feel 
good that our church is very 
involved in this community 
and very generous both with 
time and finances and skills. 
Our minister is very commu-
nity-minded. I think we forget 
to look beyond the commu-

nity, so Marylu and Mrs. Taylor 
(Pentelow’s mother) and I got 
together and came up with this 
idea,” explained Haight.

Rather than just send money 
the group felt that a more tactile 
donation would be appreciated, 
and could carry a higher feel-

If you’re interested in finding out more about writing a personal history, you might want to consider attending 
the Doon Heritage Crossroads’ history recording workshop next month. The half-day workshop on Mar. 1 will 
include presentations from Donna Wall of the Waterloo Genealogical Society, Susan Hoffman from the Grace 
Schmidt Room at the Kitchener Public Library and well-renown journalist Orland French. Call 748-1914 for info. 

The Elmira Community Nursery School will be dancing up a storm at its annual Valentine’s dance on Feb. 14. 
With local band Loose Change, raffle prizes and refreshments, the evening, which begins at 8 p.m. at the Elmira 
Royal Canadian Legion, promises to be fun for all, said organizer Susan Cook. The dance is the third event held 
to raise funds to help with operating costs.  Tickets are $15/ couple, $10/person, call 669-2609.

 SEE HANDMADE Page 27

BUDDIES Top left Megan Thoman and Sophie Leis; Jacqueline Pugh and Emily McKay; bottom Sarah Ratcliffe and main picture Matthew McKay. 
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Size matters when it comes to food safety
European standards are going to become ours, before long

As we huddle in 
Woolwich Town-
ship and elsewhere 

in Canada this winter, 
simply trying to stay 
warm, global food safety 
standards are hardly a 
concern. But winter will 
soon pass, and farmers 
will be in their fields 
again, growing crops 
destined for export. So 
with that in mind, spare 
a thought for these stan-
dards. We’re powerless 
to influence them, and 
they’ll affect us daily. 

Here’s why. Europe is 
getting ready to grow, 
big time. The European 
Union, already a whop-
ping 380-million strong, 
will mushroom to 500 
million next year, as 10 
new countries – Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Poland, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Slo-
venia, Cyprus and Malta 
– join the existing 15. 
A half-billion people have 
a lot of  clout. 

Admittedly, with 20 
major languages and 
even more cultures, it 
will take some time for 
the new EU to get its act 
together, and to harmo-
nize standards such as 
food safety regulations 
between all EU countries 
– particularly regulations 
dictating acceptable resi-
due (pesticide, herbicide, 
etc.) standards across the 
board (if  acceptable lev-
els are exceeded, the food 
shipment is rejected).
But when the EU gets it 
together, it will dictate in-
ternational standards by 
sheer numbers alone. The 

standards it sets will be-
come the global standard.
It’s not there yet. A me-
nagerie of  standards was 
revealed during discus-
sions at the 11th annual 
Fruit Logistica interna-
tional trade fair for fruit 
and vegetable marketing 
I attended in Berlin last 
month. It’s a passionate 
topic for the EU food 
industry, and consumed 
proceedings of  a Fruit 
Logistica food safety 
seminar, as fruit and 
vegetable organizations 
and companies echoed 
the need to move to-
wards global standards.  

Germans are particularly 
passionate about harmo-
nization. The regulatory 
firewall around Germany 
must be efficient, or the 
produce-hungry country 
will be in trouble: it’s only 
20 per cent self-sufficient 
in fruit and 30 per cent 
self-sufficient in vegeta-
bles, and imports products 
from 70 countries.

But those figures also 
show the need for some 
universality among 
countries. Pesticide and 
herbicide residues levels 
that pass muster in some 
EU countries are absolute-
ly unacceptable in others. 

This year, the EU was 
planning to harmonize 
standards for eight popu-
lar fruits and vegetables, 
including tomatoes, zuc-
chini and broccoli. But 
member countries couldn’t 
reach accord, and 
those plans have been 
postponed to 2008. 
 No one, however, wants 
to bend. Like many Eu-
ropeans – and perhaps, 
food organization repre-
sentatives everywhere 
– Germans believe their 
safety standards are 
among the best. And while 
their stringency may 
safeguard consumers, 
it comes with a price: in 
2001, three per cent of  gov-
ernment-inspected food 
contained unacceptable 
residue levels. A Ger-
man fruit and vegetable 

growers’ association 
official claims one-third 
of  those cases could 
be blamed on a lack of  
harmonized standards, 
rather than contamination 
or poor management. And 
that represents millions 
of  Euros in lost business.
 But in the end, consumers 
are right. And they want 
standards that are stellar. 
All this is creating momen-
tum for extremely tough 
harmonized standards. 
And that will put addition-
al pressure on Canadian 
and US exporters to prove 
products they’re shipping 
meet or exceed those stan-
dards. As North America’s 
export experience with 
genetically modified prod-
ucts shows, food safety 
is an easy target for the 
finicky EU. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wo o l w i c h , 
Wellesley and 
n e i g h b o u r i n g 

township libraries are 
one step closer to a high 
speed Internet service 
after receiving a $30,000 
grant from the federal 
government last week. 

Libraries all hooked up for interactive training
Federal funding announcements will allow local rural libraries to participate wide-area programs

The funds allocated to 
branches in Bloomingda-
le, Maryhill, New Dundee, 
Wallenstein and West 
Montrose will be used 
to develop a business 
plan outlining how these 
communities would use 
broadband or high-speed 
Internet service.

The joint submission 
between area branches 

and township offices was 
one 89 applications out of  
a total of  222 to receive the 
grant.

“We didn’t know it 
was coming, it’s quite a 
surprise,” said Mayor 
Bill Strauss and chair of  
the Waterloo Regional 
Library Committee, fol-
lowing the announcement 
on Jan.24.

Some of  the applicants 
don’t have Internet hook 
up at all, said Kae Elgie, 
manager of  information 
services for the Waterloo 
Regional Library. “It was 
a surprise in that there 
were over 200 applicants 
and I wasn’t sure we 
would be successful,” she 
said. “It was targeted to 
areas that have no con-
nectivity or high-speed 
access at all; we had some 
and we were asking to up-
grade it, so it was a long 
shot.”  

For her part, Elgie says 
the joint partnership 
between, Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Wilmot 
Townships and the 
library branches com-
bined with a desire to 
participate in E-training 
culminated in the success 
of  the application.

The funds were allocated 
as part of  the $105 million 
Broadband for Rural and 
Northern Development 
Program, announced by 
Industry Minister Allan 
Rock and Secretary of  
State Andy Mitchell on 

Sep. 5, 2002. 
Elgie said the rural li-

braries want and need the 
service so that township 
and library employees 
as well as the public will 
the have the opportunity 
to retrieve government 
information, which re-
quires online access.  

And the technol-
ogy opens the door to 
all kinds of  interactive 
media too, particular on-
line training, said Elgie. 
“Instead of  people hav-
ing to close up shop for a 
training conference, the 
person in Winnipeg can 
be contacted through a 
video conference. After 
attending a community 
conference, Elgie was 
privy to the potential of  
broadband service. “A stu-
dent from Montreal was 
studying with a master vi-
olinist in New York City; 
it was like they were in 
same room.” Another ex-
ample showed a nurse in 
Labrador learning about 
emergency techniques. 
That’s a tremendous sav-
ing if  that person doesn’t 

have to fly out to St. Johns, 
said Elgie. “We could look 
at doing medical diagno-
sis, and much more,” she 
added.

But these interactive 
programs do require 
bandwidth, said Elgie.

Elgie and the applica-
tion committee will use 
the $30,000 to draw up 
a plan demonstrating 
how the three townships 
can work together to of-
fer the service between 
branches. Having done 
that applicants will be 
asked to submit a second 
application for funds 
to actually install the 
broadband technology. 
While those funds are not 
guaranteed, Waterloo-
Wellington MP Lynn 
Myers is confident the 
federal government will 
follow through. “It is 
committed to delivering 
broadband  services to 
all rural areas by 2005,” 
Myers told the Observer. 
“I think it’s a sequential 
thing, once starting down 
the path it would be pretty 
hard not to finish it.”

GIVE PEACE 
A CHANCE
STANDING UP 
AGAINST CONFLICT 
These members of 
the Elmira Mennonite 
Church won’t take the 
coming conflict in Iraq 
sitting down; they took 
to the corner of Arthur 
and Church streets in 
Elmira on Feb. 6 to let 
everyone know how 
they felt about rising 
tensions in the middle 
east. Pictured here are 
three of the 10 or so folks 
who participated, from 
left Jeff Wyngaarden, 
Eric Kennedy and Josh 
Wyngaarden.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Agricultural 
Information Day 

for Farmers
at the

LINWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sponsored by:
Jones Feed Mill • Don’s Home Centre

Linwood Veterinary Services

Refreshments & Lunch Provided
Door Prizes

 

              

 

FAMILYALBUM
Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

THANK YOU

CARD OF THANKS
We, the family of the late Robert 
(Bob) Naylor, wish to express 
our heartfelt appreciation to 
our friends, neighbours and 
relatives for their kindness and 
support during Bob’s illness 
and our bereavement.
We would also like to thank Dr. 
Nagpol, respirologist, doctors 
Senshelal and Banzanson of 
the Grand River Cancer Centre, 
Woolwich Community Care 
Concepts, the Community Care 
Access Centre of Waterloo 
Region and Dreisinger 
Funeral Home for giving such 
wonderful, loving care.

Signed,
Etta Naylor,

Brian & Kandyd Naylor and
Barb & Randy Smith & Family

A ROUTER GOOD TIME 
St. Jacobs PS student Kathy 
Shantz works on the router 
at Elmira District Secondary 
School on Jan. 31, part of the 
women in technology day 
held for Grade 7 and 8 girls. 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some 110 Grade 7 and 
8 girls from area 
schools got a hands-

on look at the world of  
technology studies last 
week as Elmira District 
Secondary School (EDSS) 
hosted an event aimed at 
increasing the number of  
women in the tech field.

“Young women explor-
ing technology day” 
is sponsored by Skills 
Canada, a government-
sponsored non-profit 
organization.

The girls, from EDSS’ 
feeder schools of  Park 
Manor Senior PS, Flo-
radale PS, Linwood PS, 
St. Jacobs PS and Cones-
togo PS, took the day off  
classes Jan. 31 and came 
to Elmira to go through a 
handful of  workshops. As 
they progressed through 
each workshop they 
shaped and assembled 
wood, metal, electronics 
and creativity into a note 
holder/picture frame 
– complete with a flashing 
LED wired into the top.

Part of  a week-long 
series of  similar days at 
other high schools across 
Waterloo, Wellington and 

Girls encouraged to seek tech careers
More than 100 teenaged girls take part in “young women exploring technology day” at EDSS

Perth counties sponsored 
by Skills Canada - On-
tario, the day at EDSS 
gave tech department 
head Randy Dyck, the 
tech staff  and several 
student volunteer lead-
ers the chance to mingle 
with the Grade 7 and 8s 
and pass along a zest for 
technological skills.

“We had a very success-
ful day and 
the young 
people were 
i n c r e d i b l y 
enthusiastic 
about what it 
was they were 
building. They 
were asking 
good questions 
about programs, 
program of-
ferings,” noted 
Dyck. “They 
were able to 
discuss with 
teachers and 
some of  our 
student leaders. 
Many of  our stu-
dent leaders took 
time while they 
were working 
with the students 
to say what they were 
doing in the programs 
that they’re taking here 
in Elmira.”

“I would say with each 
year there is an in-
creased awareness 
of  what technologi-
cal program offerings 
there are. There’s cer-
tainly an increased 
awareness of  what 
opportunities are 
available for young 
women in their post-
secondary routes that 
they may go. Whether 
it be engineering tech-
nician, technologist 
apprenticeships or any 
of  the careers that ex-
ist in technology,” he 

added.
They can continue 

to pique their interest 
throughout the coming 
months, as students cur-
rently in tech courses get 
set for this year’s round 
of  Skills Canada compe-
titions, which begin with 
the regional competitions 
in late-April. They will be 
followed by the Ontario 
competitions and Cana-
dian competitions, to be 
held within a few days 
of  each other at the end 
of  May at Waterloo’s RIM 
Park.

Since it began participat-
ing in the Skills Canada 
program, EDSS has seen 
an increase in student 

interest in tech courses, 
particularly amongst the 
young women who enter 
Grade 9.

WOMEN’S WORK 
Heather Goodwin, left, 
coached Floradale PS’ 
Rachel Bartholomeu 
through the belt sander 
as she worked on the 
base of the item that the 
110 girls attending the 
women in technology 
day built on Jan. 31.

BIRTHDAY

THE GUITAR
PLAYER IS 50!

Happy Birthday Paul
LOVE YOUR FANS!

THANK YOU WEDDING

Peter & Sheila Ferguson of 
Conestogo wish to announce 
the marriage of Chris 
Ferguson and Marsha Barnard, 
daughter of Brian and Lynda 
Barnard of Kitchener.
The wedding took place in 
Jamaica, January 14, 2003.

BIRTH NOTICE

THANK YOU
A sincere thank you to Ron 
Gingrich and members of the 
Board of Mercedes Corp., to 
my family, my work family, 
my friends, the residents and 
their families, and to the 
many families that I have been 
priviledged to assist over the 
years that I have worked at 
Chateau Gardens, previously 
called Elmira Nursing Home.
Thank you for the lovely flowers, 
beautful gifts, lovely cards and 
sincere best wishes extended 
to me on my retirement.
Special thanks to all those who 
assisted in any way to make my 
Special Day so much fun and a 
day that I will always happily 
remember.

Betty Ertel

IT’S A GIRL
Allison — Christopher and 
Christine along with big sister 
Octavia would like to welcome 
the safe arrival or Odessa 
Accalia. She was born Jan 24, 
03 at 7:30am, weighing 7lbs 
61⁄2oz and 201⁄2 inches long. 
Grandparents are Murray and 
Cynthia Conrad of Elmira, 
and Bob and Laurie Allison of 
Moorefield. A special thanks to 
Dr. Jones for a healthy delivery.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Individual life insurance • Business insurance
Employee benefi ts programs • Disability coverage

Savings and investment products
Retirement income programs

Nancy Koebel
Kitchener/Waterloo

5 - 2480 Homer Watson Blvd., Kitchener
Bus. 895-2044 Res. 747-4388

Elmira
Truck
Serv ice

Truck & Trailer Main te nance
Cardlock Fuel Man age ment 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON IN SUR ANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Busi ness, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Guaranteed work on new sets of dentures
• No charge for consultation

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n  s t r u c  t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broad way St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Serving Your Com mu ni ty for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certifi ed
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L  L I N G  T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of As sist ance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HAN DLING 
& PROCESS ING SYS TEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Genetic division from both sides of the family
STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m., Sunday Noon - 5:30p.m.
Old Country Mill, second level

1441 King Street North St. Jacobs. (519) 664-3951

Sales and Training

519 669-0003
dwitmer@witmeraccounting.comPayroll/Income Tax

BE PREPARED THIS WIN TER

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira

669-2884

to Feb. 15
The Bible: The Complete Word of 

God (abridged)
8:00 p.m.; Sat. matinee 2:00 p.m. 

(Jan. 16 at 7:30 p.m.)
Waterloo Stage Theatre

888.0000

Feb. 6 - 22
Galt Little Theatre presents

Squabbles
The Cambridge Arts Theatre

519.623.4070
Feb. 8

River Run Centre presents

Martin Dubé
8:00 p.m. @ River Run Centre

519.763.3000
Feb. 11

South Pacifi c - 3:00 p.m.; 8:00 
p.m. @ The Centre In The Square
519.578.1570 or 1.800.265.8977

Q.  How early in life can a per-
son fall in “real love”? 
Certainly by age 18 many 
of us have been truly smit-
ten. What about age 13?  
Thirteen-year-old Juliet fell 
head-over- heels for Romeo.  
How about a 10 year old, or 
even younger?

A.  Falling in love can 
occur as early as the capac-
ity to step outside of  one’s 
own sense of  self  and at-
tach to another person or 
image of  that person, says 
California State Univ.-Los 
Angeles psychologist Stu-
art Fischoff. 

Probably a fi rst-grader, 
around age six, can love 
someone, so long as the 
child has moved away 
from being totally ego-cen-
tric.  But there is no age 
limit on being ego-centric.  
So, people who are adults 
may be unable to really 
fall in love because they 

can’t get out of  their own 
need system – seeing a 
love object as something 
that can give to them but 
not something that they 
want to give to.

Six-year-old love may 
look like puppy love, but 
it’s the real deal, Fischoff  
stresses.  Many people 
confuse lust with love and 
can’t imagine that a six 
or ten year old can love.  
“They can, even if  it 
doesn’t last a long time.  
Love at any age can arrive 
and depart in short order 
because it’s not love that 
makes long-term relation-
ships, it’s liking.”
Q.  What are the weirdest 
sounds people commonly make 
in everyday conversation?

A.  Probably laughter.  
When psychologists Jo-
Anne Bachorowski of  
Vanderbilt and Michael J. 
Owren of  Cornell studied 

young adults watching 
funny videos, they discov-
ered that voiced laughter 
is not a vowellike tee-hee, 
ha-ha or ho-ho but a more 
neutral huh-huh.  Grunts 
and snorts occur too, espe-
cially for men, and can be 
quite high-pitched- above a 
soprano’s high C for males, 
an octave higher for fe-
males.  Very high-pitched 
wheezing whistles are 
surprisingly common, pos-
sibly as air emerges from 
the larynx like steam from 
a tea kettle.

University of  Mary-
land neuroscientist 
Robert Provine,  author 

of  “Laughter:  A Scientifi c 
Investigation,” adds that 
some 80% of  laughter has 
nothing to do with hu-
mour, instead punctuating 
statements like “Can I join 
you?” or “Are you sure?”  
Weirder still, by one tally 
speakers laugh 46% more 
than listeners in most so-
cial situations.  Seriously.
Q.  If genes are supposed 
to come 50-50 from both 
parents, why do some of us 
seem so strongly to take af-
ter Mom or Dad?

A.  It’s true Mendelian 
inheritance is basically 
symmetrical, but don’t 
forget about “sex-linked” 

genes, on the X chromo-
some, says University of  
Wisconsin-Madison medi-
cal geneticist Carter 
Denniston.  Females have 
two X’s and males only 
one.  All of  a son’s X-linked 
genes come from Mom, 
whereas a daughter’s X-
linked genes come equally 
from both parents.  “So 
that’s one possible source 
of  asymmetry.”

Also, some genes mask 
the effect of  others, by 
“dominating” over them, 
such as certain eye colors 
or hair colors typically 
prevailing over others, in-
stead of  the two colors 
being averaged.

But more generally, says 
Denniston, the human 
traits that are most inter-
esting to us are infl uenced 
by many genes and envi-
ronmental factors acting 
together, presenting a very 

complex form of  inheri-
tance.  Intelligence, height, 
personality, temperament, 
mental disease are just 
a few of  these.  Here it is 
often the case that a child 
is not a simple average of  
his or her parents.

For these, probably the 
simplest source of  asym-
metry to understand is just 
plain chance:  For example, 
you may happen to receive 
a group of  genes that act 
together to promote musi-
cal talent.  It was the luck 
of  the draw.  If  Mom has 
more musical talent than 
Dad, you will resemble 
Mom in that respect.  “Re-
member, if  you fl ip a fair 
coin 50 times you expect to 
get EXACTLY 25 heads and 
25 tails only about 11% of  
the time!  For the rest, the 
result is not exactly sym-
metrical, and can be quite 
far from 50-50.”

Clippers
Bridgeport Road, Wloo (across from the Golf Steak House)

SPECIAL SENIORS’ RATES!
Senior Men’s Cuts....................................$7.00
Men’s Cuts..............................................$10.00
Senior Ladies’ Cuts..............................$10.00
Ladies’ Cuts............................................$12.00

Taxes Included. Perm &
Highlites also available. 570-1508

Girl Guide Cookies – Orders are now being taken 
for the NEW! Chocolate/Vanilla Girl Guide cookeis. 
Sources say these cookies taste better then ever! 
Cookies arrive in late March. Support Elmira District 
Girl Guides and place your order. Contact any leader 
or call Lynne Snell (669-4681). 
Elmira and District 2003 Music Festival Offi cial 
Syllabus are now available at Coach House Realty 
located at 2 Arthur St. S., in Elmira, Mon., Wed., or Fri 
from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. or by calling 669-5431. 
Elora Festival Book Sale needs donations immediately 
for its annual sale – May 3 and 4, 2003. Donations of 
used books in good condition ( no Harlequins please), 
CDs, videos, music and records, paper ephemera, 
such as posters, calendars, old photos etc., puzzles 
and games. For information about pick-up and drop-
off please call (519) 846-0331.
Volunteers Needed for the Revenue Canada 
Income Tax Program. Woolwich Community 
Services will be hosting the Revenue Canada 
Volunteer Program again this year. If you have a 
few hours to spare, through March and April, please 
consider helping with this program. The returns are 
straight forward. Revenue Canada Training will be 
Friday February 14th from 9:30 – 1:30 at the WCS 
Offi ce, 73 Arthur St. Call 669-5139 for information 
and to register. 

February 9
Silver Birch Awards Program Registration will be 
held at the Elmira Branch Library for students in 
Grades 4, 5, or 6 during regular library Hours until 
Sat. Feb. 9. For further information or to register call 
Bette at 669-5477.

February 10
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 7 p.m. Photography Club 
meets at the Woolwich Senior Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
Elmira. All ages welcome. 

February 14
Valentine’s Banquet and Auction – Children’s Home 
International. St. Jacobs United Church. 6:30 p.m. 
For tickets call 669-8130.
H.U.G. S. Program – Friday at 9:45 to 11:15 a.m. For 
parents and their children (0-5 yrs). Topic: Kids Have 
Stress Too! (Nancy Kyle and Judy Jurst from CAPC). 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 664-3794.
Valentine’s Day Dance – 8 p.m. at The Royal 
Canadian Legion hosted by Elmira Community 
Nursery Schol. $10 per person $15.00 per couple. 
Light lunch provided. Call Elmira Community Nursery 
School at 669-2609 for tickets. 

February 15
Trinity United Church is hosting a roast beef dinner
from 5p.m. – 7 p.m. with continuous seating. Tickets 
are $12.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 5 to 12 and 
Free for children under the age of 5. Tickets can be 
picked up at the church offi ce 669-5560 or at Read’s 
Decorating Centre 669-3658. 
Woolwich Historical Foundation Open House 
– Photos, books, geneology and items of localinterest 
will be on display at Elmira Branch Library from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Come and celebrate Heritage Day with 
us in the lower level Committee Room. The showcase 
inside the entrance of the library will highlight the 
different locations of the Elmira’s Post Offi ce over the 
past 150 years during the month of February.  
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WELL MAINTAINED one-owner 
home in a quiet neighbourhood. 
Fenced yard. Main flr. family 
room w/fireplace open to dinette. 
Sunroom addition. Formal 
LR&DR. Spacious bedrooms. 
Large rec. room w/gas fireplace. 
3 bathrooms. Central air. Newer 
shingles. MLS REDUCED TO 
$225,000.

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629

IMMACULATE TOWNHOUSE 
- No condo fees! This 4 yrs. old 
unit is better than new - central 
air, tool shed, patio and new 
driveway. Combination LR/DR. 
Large master bdrm. w/ensuite 
privilege. Walkout from dinette 
to fenced rear yard. Spacious 
front entry & 2pc. washroom on 
main floor. MLS $149,900.

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192 BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.www.royallepage.ca/elmira

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO BUY AT OUR NEW ELMIRA 
Westfield Acres  LOCATION (Barnswallow and Brookmead)

HOMES STARTING AT $212,900
• Choose backsplit or Bungalow plans • Bring your own plan for pricing

• 40', 49' and 50' lots • 90-120 day closing • Green space lots

PARADIGM HOMES IN ELMIRA

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION
$258,900, 2270 Sq. ft.
• Great family open concept plan
• Main-floor great room
• Huge eat-in kitchen
• 2nd floor family room (bonus)
• Ensuite bath

EXCLUSIVE LISTING

NEW LISTING
$154,900. Great starter home on a quiet 
street, partially fenced yard backing onto park. 
Hardwood floors, newer windows, sliders from 
dining room. 5 appliances included. MLS.

NEW LISTING / HOME
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

$269,900. Great 1400 SQ.FT commercial 
accessory building with gas heat. Updates include 
roof, drywall, 2-piece bath, wiring & overhead door 
to storage/garage area. Home offers natural oak 
trim, maple & pine flooring, 4-bdrms, 2 bathrooms, 
front verandah & sunroom. MLS.

ATTRACTIVE RANCH 
BUNGALOW

$289,000. Great 100'x191' property. Lovely 
hardwood flooring throughout with ceramic in 
foyer & bathrooms, large country kitchen/family 
rm. combination with walkout to deck. Oversized 
garage with walk-up from basement. NEW MLS.

ing of  connection for 
the local congregations 
as well.

“There is always a need 
for money for all these 
places and we know that 
when they are given the 
monetary donations that 
they are able to get locally 
what they need. There’s 
something about having 
a connection between 
the two,” added Pentelow. 
”When there’s something 
that we’re making with 
our hands to send over 
or send to, there’s a real 
connection there. I think 
it’s needed on our part as 
well as needed on their 

part.”
In the past, the group’s 

handiwork has headed 
to both Malawi and India, 
and they’ve also knitted 
fabric Christmas hamper 
bags bound for B.C. Most 
recently, in mid-January 
they shipped quilts to 
both Fernie House for 
Boys and the Armaugh 
women’s shelter outside 
Toronto. Given to resi-
dents of  these houses, the 
people who receive them 
get to keep them when 
they leave.

The current project 
involves another batch 
destined for India and Ma-
lawi, as well as hats, mitts 

and scarves which will 
travel to Flora House and 
the Anishinabe Fellow-
ship Centre in Winnipeg. 
The informal gatherings 
take place at the church 
on Monday mornings, in 
what Haight described as 
a very relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere.

“It’s kind of  exciting. It’s 
kind of  an exciting proj-
ect for those who want to 
do something in the mis-
sion field,” said Haight, 
adding that the helping 
hands knitting has be-
come an extension of  
continuing friendships.

“Marylu and I are 
friends and a number of  

Handmade items a tangible form of support
years ago, we started a 
‘children together’ group 
at Gale and we’ve just 
kept working on projects 
together ever since. We 
are like-minded in quite 
a number of  things, so 
when we get ideas we 
tend to work on them 
together. I’m the knit-
ter of  the group, and we 
have a number of  other 
extremely good knitters, 
but it’s been a very re-
laxed, positive way to 
get together for three 
weeks.”

Pentelow laughed when 
admitting that indeed the 
knitting expertise doesn’t 
come from herself, but 
from Haight and a num-
ber of  other talented 
ladies. Pentelow prefers 
to help where she can 
with the knitting and take 
charge of  organizing the 
mornings, which to date 
have drawn only women.

Pentelow says not to 
worry though, as she 
is trying to come up 
with a suitable project 
for the men in the con-

gregation – perhaps 
to share warmth in a 
more concrete way than 
with needle and woolen 
thread.

Continued from page 23

ARTHUR ST. 
SOUTH MESS
STORM UNDERWAY 
With the rain gone 
and the snow blowing, 
Arthur Street South 
between Listowel and 
Sawmill roads became 
a free-for-all around 12:
00 p.m. on Feb. 4, as cars 
piled into guard rails and 
each other near Scotch 
Line Road. This vehicle  
received the worst 
damage out of a group 
of about five near that 
intersection.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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