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ELMER’S LOST?!?! Help find Elmer and his missing
Christmas presents in Santa’s Winter Wonderland!
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Elmira resident Steve Chipman ties down a 
Christmas tree he bought from the Elmira 
Jaycee’s in Gore Park. He, along with wife 
Melanie and daughter Emma, 3, are looking 
forward to getting the tree home so the 
decorating can begin.

Elmira’s Jack Thomson fixes 
the seasonal decorations on 
his Falcon Drive home after the 
wind had their way with them.
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Becky Soehner of Elmira, a senior 
kindergarten student at Riverside 
PS, enjoys Christmas turkey dinner 
at the annual event Dec. 18.

A WARM 
WELCOME
A traditional tree 
welcomes guests in 
the front room at the 
Jakobstettel Guest 
House in St. Jacobs.  
No electric lights 
on this tree, and for 
safety reasons, no 
live candles.



2    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • THE OBSERVER HOLIDAY EDITION • DECEMBER 24, 2003 DECEMBER 24, 2003 • THE OBSERVER HOLIDAY EDITION • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  3

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-9, Sat. 9-5:30

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

DECEMBER 27-31 ONLY!

FROM DECEMBER 27-31, WE ARE OFFERING A 
DISCOUNT EQUIVALENT TO THE TAXES ON ALL

REGULAR PRICED, IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE!
ENJOY YOUR TAX HOLIDAY!

FROM DECEMBER 27-31, WE ARE OFFERING A 

TAX
RELIEF
SALE

PRE-INVENTORY

May the love 
and peace of 
this holiday 

season live inside 
the hearts of 
you and your 
loved ones.

Merry
Christmas!

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

T
he holiday season 
is one fi lled with 
traditions and 
there’s more to it 
than just a man 
in red sliding 

down the chimney. Families 
across the community are set 
to gather tonight and tomor-
row, for the most part, as they 
celebrate Christmas, each in 
their own special ways.

Many of the favoured 
Christmas traditions start 
with a gathering of family 
and friends, most of the time 
around a table of seasonal 
foods.

“You’ve got to have a turkey 
dinner,” said Woolwich Mayor 
Bill Strauss, who admitted 
he’ll be sharing a number of 
turkey dinners this year as he 
and his wife, Maryanne, make 
the Christmas rounds. “It’s 
usually good for a few pounds 
for me over Christmas.

“With the family, we have 
about three or four Christmas 
dinners. My big tradition … 
is just to spend time with my 
family.”

Tonight, the Strauss clan is 
set to gather at Maryanne’s 
sister’s house in Kitchener 
to kick off the festive feasts. 
That’s followed by another one 

Holiday traditions abound
There’s got to be turkey, and lots of it, says Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss

tomorrow and yet another on 
Boxing Day, when the couple’s 
fi ve children return home for 
an intimate gathering.

It can be hard fi nding the 
time to get together as a 
whole, noted St. Jacobs fi re 
chief Clare Weber. 

“We feel it’s important for the 
family to get together. And the 
more often we do it through 
the course of the year the bet-
ter,” he told the Observer. 

“It just depends on who’s got 
the room,” his wife Linda said 
of where the family likes to 
gather for the holiday. “We’re 
talking around 40 people.”

This year, the St. Jacobs 
couple will play host, which 
puts the bulk of the cooking 
duties on them. 

“The person that’s hosting 
it usually makes up a list and 
then goes around and asks 
everyone what they’d like to 
bring,” she said, noting the 
host always takes care of the 
turkey, potatoes and dressing.

“It’s nice that you can have 
your children come back home 
and your grandchildren.”

“There’s a satisfaction in 
having the whole family get 
together,” added Clare.

Visiting for the day will be 
the couple’s three children 
and their signifi cant others, 
as well as fi ve grandchildren.

For Don Harloff, executive 

director of Woolwich Com-
munity Services, the most 
cherished tradition is set for 
tonight, when the family will 
gather at his Kitchener home.  

“Our tradition has been that 
we’re at home on Christmas 
Eve and my mother and father 
come to spend it with us, and 
we watch White Christmas,” 
he said, noting they prefer 
to do so with a cup of eggnog 
in-hand. 

“I don’t know where it 
started,” he said of the movie 
choice. White Christmas tells 
the tale of two retired soldiers 
– played by Bing Crosby and 
Danny Kaye – who visit a 
resort in Vermont and fi nd 
their friends willing to share 
a little Christmas cheer. “It’s 
just a great movie; I love it. It’s 
a really nice story and I enjoy 
the music. It’s something 
we’ve been doing since our 
children were very young.”

Tonight also marks Santa 
Claus’ early trek through 
several local communities, 
as guided by Conestogo fire-
fighters. 

“I always take Santa Claus 
around in the fire truck. 
I’ve done that for years. 
Conestogo, Winterbourne, 
West Montrose – Christmas 
Eve at 5 o’clock,” said Wool-
wich Coun. Murray Martin, 
a longtime member of the 

Conestogo Fire Department. 
“We lead with the fire truck, 
and they come along with a 
wagon and a sleigh, and they 
play music.”

Some of fellow Woolwich 
Coun. Pat McLean’s favourite 
seasonal memories come in 
the days leading up to Christ-
mas.

“My husband and I, and our 
two children, go out and chop 
down our Christmas tree. 
We’ve been doing that since 
our children were small ba-
bies, and they’re grownup 
adults now – we continue to 
go out and get our tree to-
gether,” she said.

And Christmas at the Wilker 
household in Linwood begins 
as soon as the first person 
opens their eyes tomorrow 
morning. 

“The first person wakes ev-
erybody up,” said Wellesley 
councillor and Linwood fire-
fighter Jeff Wilker, adding 
he’s a bit of a gift snooper. “I 
usually like to try to find out 
what I get before I can open 
it.”

Next year may see the 
household rise a little earlier 
than usual. Wilker and his 
wife Krista are expecting 
their first child in June.

While work obligations have 
prevented Wellesley Coun. 
Dusan Cizman from enjoy-

ing his favourite Christmas 
tradition for a few years, he re-
members it fondly. The work, 
he noted, doesn’t involve his 
position as councillor.

Every Christmas Cizman 
would put together a train set 
his parents bought for him 
when he was a youngster.

“I still have them in mint 
condition in the original box-
es. I realize the hardship on 
my family, because we were 
not very well off,” he said, 
noting the set cost his parents 
two weeks’ salary.

“I can still remember the 
first Christmas, my father 
and his neighbour were play-
ing with my trains at 4 o’clock 
in the morning. I could hear 
them racing around the track. 
And little did I know they had 
spent hours in the workshop 
building me villages and fac-
tories and everything else. I 
still have all the buildings my 
father made.”

The Bauman family of St. 
Jacobs prefers to spend the 
day outside.

“One of the things we like 
to do is owling – that’s one 
thing that I can guarantee no 
other councillor is doing. An-
other one is a Christmas bird 
count,” Woolwich Coun. Mark 
Bauman said. “Christmas at 
our place is a quiet, family-
oriented thing.”
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Four-legged fun
Presents await dogs, cats, horses under local Christmas trees

Fixing Santa’s
address

100 years of 
Christmas Seals

Gift giving is good 
for the economy

RICHARD VIVIAN

669.8282

friendly   effi cient  knowledgeable 

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed SundaysFREE DELIVERY

YOUR COMMUNITY YOUR PHARMACY

FREE DELIVERY

CHINACEA 1000mgE

$11 .99
REG. PRICE $14.99

33% BONUS PACK • 80 Caplets

Offer expires Jan 3, 2004

NU-LIFE ZINC LOZENGES
Package Size: 60s

Offer expires Jan 3, 2004

$7 .99
REG. PRICE $10.49

PHARMACY MANAGER
CATHY DIAMOND

PHARMACY OWNER
DAVID ANTEBI

No one knows when children began 
writing letters to Santa, but it was 
common by the 1870s. Santa was not 
offi cially established as a resident of the 
North Pole until the McLoughlin Broth-
ers published Santa Claus and His Works 
in 1869. The Works included a poem by 
George P. Webster: 

In a nice little city called Santa Claus-ville… 
Lives jolly old Santa Claus… 
His home through the long summer months, 
You must know, 
Is near the North Pole, in the ice and snow… 

Prior to this work, children’s letters 
to Santa were sometimes addressed to 
nearby cities, or to “Heaven,” or simply 
to “Santa Claus.”

The concept of Christmas Seals, the 
longtime Lung Association fundraiser, 
marks 100 years this yuletide season.
The Christmas Seal tradition began one 

December evening in 1903, when a Dan-
ish postal worker named Einar Holboell 
was sorting piles of Christmas mail. He 
caught a glimpse of two ragged children 
walking in the swirling snow, and the 
contrast between their poverty and 
the cheerful cards passing through his 
hands troubled him … and gave him 
an idea. If each letter carried an extra 
stamp, he thought, every Christmas 
greeting sent could raise money for the 
less fortunate. 
Four million Christmas Seals were sold 

in Denmark the following year – far be-
yond Holboell’s expectations. The funds 
were used to build hospitals to help 
the many children with tuberculosis, 
the leading cause of death at the time. 
The idea to “Stamp out Tuberculosis” 
crossed the Atlantic in 1907, when 
funds from the Seals were used to keep 
a sanatorium in Delaware from closing. 
The next year, a group of concerned Ca-
nadians sold Christmas Seals to build a 
TB sanatorium in the Toronto-Hamilton 
area. By 1927, the campaign was the 
offi cial method for tuberculosis associa-
tions across the country to raise funds 
from the public. RICHARD VIVIAN

O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

T
he presents are wrapped and 
under the tree waiting for to-
morrow morning. And while 
most people – infants aside 
– will have no problems tear-
ing into the decorative cover 

to fi nd out what their loved ones have 
delivered with care, there are some 
family members you may want 
to give a hand with the un-
wrapping.

For many local house-
holds, pets won’t be 
forgotten during the 
Christmas morning chaos.

“The animal is a family 
member and they usually 
treat them a little special 
at Christmas as well,” 
said Lynn McCormick, 
owner of Village Pet 
Food Shoppe in Elmira. 
“A lot of pet people 
certainly buy toys and 
treats. They want there 
to be something under 
the tree for the dog or 

the cat as well.”
Eleven-year-old Alaskan Malamute 

Smokey is no stranger to Christmas 
morning gifts. He usually gets a toy from 
his best friend and owner Al Eisen, as well 
as a number of other friends he’s come to 
know over the years.

“This particular dog loves his toys,” 
Eisen said, noting Smokey 
will often pick through his 

toy box an item at a time 
until he fi nds the one he’s 
after. “It’s so funny. He 

does it so carefully.”
And after the 

presents are opened 
– Eisen doesn’t 
wrap them, but 

some of the friends 
do – it’s time for the 
pair to spend a little 

extra quality time 
together.

“Usually on Christmas 
day I go for a little longer 
hike. The dogs, they don’t 
know it’s Christmas, so 
it’s just an opportunity 

to spend time with them,” 
Eisen told the Observer.

“It comes down to the weather,” he said 
of how long he goes hiking and whether or 
not he makes it a snowshoeing trip.

For the beloved pets of the Bredenkamp 
household, presents are the last stage of 
a Christmas season that lasts throughout 
the month of December. Full of Christ-
mas cheer, Elze Bredenkamp spends the 
month elaborately decorating her Elmira 
home, the stable where she boards her two 
horses, and the animals themselves.

Her Chihuahua, Lemonade, wears tinsel 
around her neck, as does her Australian 
cattle dog, Spot. Spot also sports a tartan 
for the season.

“She’s 10 years old and she’s always had 
tinsel around her neck and it’s never both-
ered her,” she said of Lemonade, noting 
Spot has become accustomed to the fash-
ion as well.

Not all the family’s pets live in the house. 
Her two horses, Genghis Khan and Andy, 
both join in the festive spirit as well. 
Genghis, a large standardbred, sports a 
Christmas hat with ear holes to fi t him. 
Andy, a Shetland pony, is often seen wear-
ing tinsel.

“It keeps his ears warm and therefore 
he loves wearing it, because when we go 

Canadians will spend $18.2 billion on 
gifts this holiday season, according to 
Visa Canada’s fi fth annual gift-giving 
survey.
In addition to buying presents for 

friends and family, about a third of us 
plan to buy a little something for our-
selves – to the tune of some $1.6 billion. 
Forty-two per cent of women are plan-
ning to buy holiday gifts for themselves, 
compared to 27 per cent of men. On the 
other hand, men expect to spend more 
on themselves, averaging $292 each, 
while women will spend only $142.
Overall, the survey found 22.6 million 

Canadians will spend an estimated 
average of $805 each on holiday gifts 
this year.

Are you on Santa’s 
naughty or nice list?

 See PETS page 4

LIVELY DECORATIONS  Mrs. Doubtfi re peeks out from her perch inside the Bredenkamp family Christmas tree. She and her fellow pets share in the seasonal spirit with 
a few decorations and presents.

Among the myriad Web sites with 
information about everyone’s favourite 
jolly ol’ elf, www.claus.com provides kids 
a chance to check if they’re on Santa’s 
“naughty” or “nice” list. Simply follow 
the village-theme link to take the test by 
typing in your child’s name, then take in 
the feedback offered by Santa’s “Nice-o-
Meter.” Most kids should make the grade, 
with perhaps a few improvements.
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

We’re proud to join you and 
your family in sharing the 

miracle of Christmas.

614 Colby Drive, Waterloo
Tel: 884-7070

through the snow and 
his ears are cold, he’s 
not very comfortable,” 
she said of Genghis’ hat. 
“And Andy, he seems to 
thrive on having silver 
tinsel tied around his 
neck.

“My pets are my whole 
life,” Bredenkamp said 
of why she includes 
them so predominately 
in the family celebra-
tions. 

“We immigrated to 
Canada seven years ago 
[from South Africa]. We 
haven’t had any rela-
tives come and visit us 
or anything, so your pets 

become like your fam-
ily, especially over the 
Christmas season.”

For gifts, the dogs can 
count on sinking their 
teeth into leg of lamb 
bones she’s preserved 
from dinners past. 
Those, she said, are sit-
ting in the freezer and 
will be wrapped in tinsel 
tonight. 

The horses get some-
thing a little extra 
special at this time of 
year. Bredenkamp and a 
fellow horse owner friend 
routinely exchange gifts 
for each other’s animals 
at Christmas. 

“We try to be a little 

bit creative,” she said, 
noting she bakes carrot 
muffins and her friend 
prepares oat bran muf-
fins in return.

While giving pres-
ents is pretty common, 
decorating their pets is a 
little beyond where most 
people go, noted McCor-
mick. 

“Some of them buy 
jingle-bell collars or 
antlers if they want to 
dress their pet up,” she 
said. “Although that’s 
more limited – not every-
body does that. We don’t 
sell nearly as many of 
those as we sell toys and 
treats.”

Pets part of the family
Continued from page 3

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

T
his is Wil-
fred Meyer’s 
first Christ-
mas living 
at Leisure-
w o r l d 

Caregiving Centre in 
Elmira; it’s also his first 
Christmas without his 
wife, Esther.

“I moved in here in 
February because my 
wife was in here,” the 
86-year old said. “She 
died May 16 of this year, 
so our plans didn’t work 
out that way. But I’m 
quite happy here.”

His daughter died 
14 years ago, but his 
son brought his fam-
ily from Southampton 
to Elmira for dinner at 
a local restaurant over 
the weekend.

“I’m living on memo-
ries,” Meyer said of 
Christmas without 
his wife. “I don’t feel 
that I’ve lost her. She 
lives, you know. I 
think Christmas will 
still be Christmas. 

Memories    of Christmases past
Solitary seniors 

look for hope at 
the holidays

There has to be joy for 
the sake of the kids. 
You are swept up in 
the occasion. It’s after 
it’s over, when you’re 
alone, that you’re going 
to remember that some-
one wasn’t there.”

The former police 

officer, air force modi-
fication crewmember, 
and superintendent of 
cemeteries for Kitchener 
has many memories of 
Christmases past.

“We’d go to one of our 
uncles’ farms,” he said 
of his childhood days, 

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

RICHARD VIVIAN

TINSEL TOWN  Spot (left) and Lemonade spread Christmas cheer with their seasonal collar accessories. 
Believe it or not, they don’t try to take them off … at least not right away.

HOLIDAY HOME Wilfred Meyer will be spending much of the Christmas 
season at home, the Leisureworld Caregiving Centre in Elmira.
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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good tidings of great joy!

11 Church Street East, ELMIRA • 669-303011 Church Street East, ELMIRA • 669-3030

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
617 King St., N., Waterloo • 888-7700

Best wishes this holiday season.Best wishes this holiday season.

Memories    of Christmases past
“and every Christmas 
the men would bring up 
the platform scale from 
the basement. They’d 
set it in the dining room 
and each of the men 
would be weighed. After 
the meal was over, they 
were weighed again. The 
contest was to see who 
could put on the most 
weight eating Christmas 
dinner.

“I used to go to a cous-
in’s house,” he said of 
other years. “We’d sit in 
a circle on the floor, and 
he would light the tree. 
When I say light the tree, 
there were little candles 
on clips, and he would go 
around and light all the 
candles. Then we used to 
sing ‘O Tannenbaum.’”

Things weren’t that 
different, he said. Santa 
Claus, trees, gift giving 
– all were part of the 
Christmas celebration.

“I think we went to 
church more than they 
do now,” he said.

Bertha Jones Budow 
lost her husband four 
years ago, and moved 
to Leisureworld two 
years later. She’ll spend 
Christmas at her son’s 
house in Blair. As a for-
mer nurse who served 
in World War II, she’s no 

stranger to spending the 
holidays without family.

“You’d be kind of lone-
some and homesick,” 
the 83-year old native of 
Dungannon said. “You’d 
be thinking about your 
family back home, but 
you had to get used to it 
and do your work.

“The boys, when they 
came to, they were 
pleased to see a young 
Canadian girl taking 
care of them. We had to 
make sure the patients 

do very well to entertain 
us at special times. They 
don’t miss any special 
day.”

“Christmas Day, we try 
as much as possible to 
have the families come 
in and spend that time 
with their loved ones,” 
said Leisureworld acti-
vation manager Mandy 
Lee, noting there are 
dinners, parties, and 
service club excursions 
leading up to the day. 
“It keeps the experience 

as normal as possible. 
Usually we do have 
Santa come in with gifts. 
Every resident will get a 
special gift, whether it’s 
from family or from us 
as Leisureworld.”

There is one thing Bu-
dow misses at Christmas 
time.

“Doing my own cooking 
– putting the turkey in 
the oven, and doing the 
baking and so on,” she 
said, noting her son has 
now taken over those 

were comfortable and 
that they had a Christ-
mas.”

Similar efforts mark the 
work of the staff at the 
centre during the holiday 
season.

“They’re very good to 
make every celebration 
a celebration here, no 
matter what it is,” Bu-
dow said. “It would be 
terrible to be just here 
on Christmas Day. But I 
know they will do every-
thing they could. They 

duties.
For Meyer, he will 

miss his wife. He cher-
ishes her memory all 
the time, but tries to 
reflect on the meaning 
of the season.

“When people say 
things are harder,” 
he said, “you wonder 
where their faith is. I 
think what people are 
looking for is sympathy. 
Instead of looking for 
sympathy, try looking 
for hope.”

LOVEBIRD Meyer lost his wife, Esther, this year after he moved into Leisureworld to 
be with her. He has his memories, and his lovebird, Cassi, to keep him company, along 
with his many friends at the centre.

YOU CAN PLAN ON ME Bertha Jones Budow, 83, will spend her Christmas with her son in 
Blair. She said she loves being able to go to his house for the holiday, but knows Leisureworld 
staff will do everything to make Christmas special for those who will be staying at the home.
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» White Christmas
Love it or hate it, snow does make 
an appropriately scenic backdrop 
for the Christmas season. There is 
something almost magical about 
fresh snow falling on Christmas 
Eve. A nice, gentle snowfall right 
out of a postcard, thank you - 
nothing to hinder holiday travel.

» Father Christmas
No matter what your age or 
capacity to believe, the myth 
underlying today’s Santa Claus is 
an endearing - and enduring - part 
of Christmas. Bringing joy and 
selfless giving are two hallmarks 
of the Christmas spirit, red suit 
and reindeer or not.

» Traditions at Christmas
At the core of the holiday’s appeal 
are the wide assortment of family 
traditions that we take with us 
from childhood and bring to our 
current enjoyment of Christmas. 
That continuity is what sets this 
holiday apart from the others.

I’ll be back again some day!

A snowman named Frosty explains that the joy of magical snow returns each winter.

And that’s what Christmas is all about

Capturing 
the spirit of 
Christmas

The boys at the Ob-
server asked me 
to say a few words 

about Christmas for this 
special edition of the pa-
per – and the wife says 
they gotta be nice ones. I 
guess she figures I ought 
not to be slammin’ things 
on account of Christmas 
being watered down, like 
I ain’t got no Christmas 
spirit.

Anybody that knows me 
proper knows I’m all for 
the best of the season. It’s a 
time when the Good Book 
gets a little more respect 
and when folks is gener-
ally more pleasant and 
happier – outside of the 
shopping malls, that is.

Yeah, I do get a bit down 
on them political cor-
rect types trying to take 
Christmas away from us, 
and I ain’t too impressed 
with how commercial it’s 
become, but it’s still the 
most special time of the 
year. And you’d have to 
be a real heartless soul 
– and I ain’t, no matter 
what some of you folks 
think – not to take delight 
in watchin’ the little kids 
gettin’ all excited. I’ve 
been sayin’ for years that 
Christmas is for kids – it 
ain’t that we can’t enjoy it 
when we get older, but it’s 

extra special for them. 
That’s why we try to 
make it so nice for ‘em.

Sure, Christmas has 
changed since I was a 
lad – and not always for 
the best – but it’s still all 
about family and friends, 
there ain’t no doubt 
about that. I know some 
of the younger folks start 
rollin’ their eyes over sto-
ries about how we used to 
do Christmas, but that 
don’t make it any less 
true. Gettin’ an orange 
or some nuts was a big 
treat back in them days 
– we sure as heck didn’t 
get no piles of gifts under 
the tree. Nowadays, just 
one of them electronic 
gifts the kids get would 
cost more than our whole 
Christmas cost when I 
was that age.

Like I said, it really ain’t 
about the gifts, as much as 
some folks would have you 
believing something else.

Now, we couldn’t afford 
much – just like most 
folks. But we always had 
a good time on account 
of you don’t need money 

to enjoy what Christmas 
is all about – not that you 
younger people is gonna 
believe that.

We didn’t have none of 
them fancy things folks 
got today, so we didn’t 
know that we wanted ‘em. 
Bein’ out on the farm, 
we could fetch our own 
Christmas tree and deco-
rate it up nice with what 
we already had. And din-
ner was always a goose 
that my father had felled 
himself: no need for the 
store-bought fixins. 

The real highlight was 
all the visitin’; pretty 
much everybody had an 
open door – on account of 
it being pretty safe to do 
that in them days – and 
we was always stoppin’ 
in somewhere, or havin’ 
folks over at our house. 
And there was always 
good food and some baked 
goodies, even when times 
were tough.

We didn’t have no mov-
ies, no TV, no VCR and all 
that stuff, just some good 
company, lots of stories 
and a tune or two on the 

piano. Aside from some of 
the womenfolk working 
away in the kitchen, there 
was plenty of time for visi-
tin’ with people, rather 
than running around in 
a big panic from mall to 
mall like so many seem to 
do these days.

With everybody gettin’ 
upset, it takes away from 
the season. Maybe they 
need a good dose of what 
this holiday is all about 
– a “holy day” celebratin’ 
the blessed event that was 
the Saviour’s birth. That’s 
it, plain and simple.

You just need to remem-
ber what’s important 
about Christmas, and 
spread that message. 
That’s the real gift – it’s 
really better to give than 
to receive. Although a 
fellow, perhaps one that 
offers up a dose of sage 
advice each week, ain’t 
opposed to receiving 
a bottle of Christmas 
spirit, say a nice single 
malt, if someone’s in the 
giving mood – it helps to 
make the nog go down a 
little smoother.

So, really, enjoy the 
yuletide. 

Merry Christmas. The 
good Lord willing, we’ll 
see you back here in the 
new year.

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except what they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they 
be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe 
of ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect as 
compared with the boundless world about him, as mea-
sured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole 
of truth and knowledge. 

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus …”

So began that famous editorial in the now de-
funct New York Sun, penned in 1897 by Francis 
P. Church in reply to eight-year-old Virginia 
O’Hanlon’s inquiry about the existence of Old 

Saint Nick.
If Church thought we lived in a skeptical age more 

than 100 years ago, what would he make of society to-
day? It’s likely he wouldn’t identify at all with where 
we have gone.

We continue, of course, to tell our children about San-
ta Claus. As they age, they too develop pangs of doubt. 
And, because kids seem to be growing up faster all the 
time, the onset of disbelief comes sooner and sooner 
– probably not aided by living in an Internet age.

That perhaps is the least of our worries, however. 
Maybe we should be asking if there really is a Christ-
mas spirit.

Certainly many of us hold Christmas in our hearts, 
if only because yuletide events are among our most 
cherished childhood memories. Increasingly, how-
ever, those old notions of Christmas have either come 
under attack or gone by the wayside.

For Christians, of course, there is the significance of 
celebrating Christ’s birth – and all that it entails – in 
observing the holiday. But even among that group, 
Christmas has become a more secular event; as noted 
on the pages of this special Christmas edition of the 
Observer, the holiday we celebrate today – and many 
of the “traditions” – is the product of many inputs 
beyond the birth of a baby boy some 2,000 years ago 
in Bethlehem.

Of course, Christmas has become highly commer-
cialized – some of the symbols we use today were 
in fact created by marketers – almost to the point of 
overkill. But there has always been something, a feel-
ing in the air perhaps, that made the season lift the 
spirits beyond anything the so-called greeting-card 
holidays could ever do for us. That feeling of warmth 
and goodwill, no matter your take on Christmas, was 
tangible; in some ways, it appears on the wane today 
as business, stress, and political correctness intrude 
on the holiday – much as they do on our lives as we 
progress from childhood into our adult lives.

That is undoubtedly a shame.
The goal, then, is to recapture some of that zest, that 

anticipation and wonder that came with the Christ-
mases of youth. At the same time, there is the need for 
an adult appreciation of what a timeout from the “real 
world” can mean for the soul.

It’s easy to get caught up in the shopping – “whatever 
are we going to get for Uncle Marvin?” – the dinner 
preparations, the running around, and a host of other 
complications, but if there was ever a time for simpli-
fying things and seeing the world through less-jaded 
eyes, it is now.

With the approaching offer of renewal that is the New 
Year, Christmas is, after all, the one time of the year 
where we can actually believe that peace on Earth and 
goodwill toward others might actually be viable options 
– just like the message in all those carols we hear.
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“What do 
you want for 
Christmas?”

Alanna Shuh Marlin Reist Natasha Meekison Nathan Shuh

DELIVERING THE BEST OF THE SEASON.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE VIEW FROM HERE!

“I want a good book.  Fic-
tion and adventure.”

“A telescope.  To look at 
stars and stuff.”

“A DVD player.  I want to 
watch all the movies that 
only come out on DVD.”

“I want a game to play 
with.  Like a card game.  
And a boom-box to play 
some music.”

A toast to my $40 Christmas tree

Letters to the Editor
NDP will be the only 
opposition left after 
right-merger blows up

To the Editor,
Joe Clark was right: 

this new Conservative 
(Reform) Party has al-
ready flopped. Their top 
finance critic, MP Scott 
Brison, has defected to 
the Liberals, and more of 
their MPs are expected to 
follow suit.

Peter MacKay, who 
broke his contract with 
David Orchard and 
merged his centrist 
PCs with the hard-right 
Canadian Alliance, la-
beled Brison’s defection 
“manipulative, oppor-
tunist behaviour.” Well, 
if anyone knows about 
such behaviour, it’s Peter 
MacKay.

This “merger” simply 
amounts to an Alliance 
takeover, and narrow, 
ideological, quasi-sepa-
ratist parties like the 
Alliance never get 
elected in Canada. In 
Alabama, maybe, but not 
Canada.

And despite the fact 
that the merged party 
has been hailed as the 
second coming by our 
right-leaning media, a re-
cent Earnscliffe research 
poll showed the Liberals 
with the support of 40 per 

cent of decided voters, 
followed by the NDP at 18 
per cent and the united 
Conservative Party at a 
dismal 12.

The “Red Tories,” the 
ones whose social progres-
siveness has made the PCs 
electable in the past, are 
now homeless. Many are 
flocking to the Liberals, 
leaving behind a Conser-
vative Party run by the 
same clever, intuitive 
Reformers who led their 
party to four straight 
thrashings at the polls.

The Conservatives seem 
to forget that the large 
Tory majorities of the 
past always included Qué-
bec nationalists, who are 
nowhere to be found in 
this party. To make mat-
ters worse, the combined 
party’s only Québec MP 
is refusing to sit with this 
new Reform Party, and is 
also very likely to bolt to 
Martin’s Liberals.

Things are looking good. 
As it stands, the Conser-
vative Party, now with 
76 seats, will be lucky to 
win even that many in 
the next election. Let’s 
just sit back and watch 
them self-destruct. How 
sad that the NDP is the 
only real opposition left 
to Paul Martin.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

With tax, this 
year’s Christ-
mas tree cost me 

more than $40.
Does that seem steep to 

you?
We haven’t bought a tree 

in a few years because we 
didn’t have a spot for it. 
So admittedly, $40 was a 
bit of a surprise.

But it didn’t take much 
thought to determine this 
tree is worth every penny.

Here’s why. First off, I 
needed it pronto. Friends 
from Metcalfe were 
arriving for an early 
Christmas the first 
weekend of December, 
and a tree was a must-
have. Shopping around 
a bit, I discovered some 
retailers and growers sel-
dom offer trees in early 
December – really, who 
would buy one that soon? 
But luckily, a nursery 
in Rockwood was ahead 
of the curve, and I was 
able to get a tree on the 
Wednesday before the 
weekend. 

Because I was one of 
the first ones in, I had 

the pick of the litter, 
leading me to the second 
reason this tree is worth 
$40 – it’s a beauty. It’s a 
seven-foot Scotch pine, 
full, fragrant and clearly 
grown and trimmed 
on-site with great care 
(by a Christmas tree 
plantation near Alliston, 
according to a tag on 
the tree).  My daughters 
loved it, decorated it won-
derfully, and had a great 
time doing it. I could 
stop listing reasons right 
here, and feel like it was 
$40 well spent.

But another reason 
this tree is worth $40 is 
because this tree is worth 
$40. Pardon the repeti-
tion, but if $40 is what it 
costs to grow a tree, with 
a reasonable profit built 
in for the farmer and 
the retailer, that’s OK 
with me. It’s about time 
we started paying farm-
ers what their harvests 
are worth, and if it takes 
Christmas trees to make 
us realize farm products 
have value, I’m all for it. 
How can we talk about 

the spirit of Christmas 
at the same time we’re 
chiselling farmers out of 
a decent living?

It may sound a bit crass 
and commercial to call 
Christmas trees an ag-
ricultural commodity, 
but it’s bang on. About 
500 Ontario farmers 
grow almost one million 
Christmas trees every 
year, often on land that’s 
not good enough to grow 
conventional agricul-
tural commodities, such 
as corn and soybeans, or 

even pasture land. 
The Christmas Tree 

Farmers of Ontario 
(www.christmastrees.on
.ca) work hard to dispel 
myths around Christ-
mas-tree production. 
There’s no question that 
using a real tree means 
there’s one less swatch 
of green on our planet. 
But, says the association, 
these trees are culti-
vated, not clear-cut from 
forests, so the deforesta-
tion criticism against 
real-tree use just doesn’t 

hold water.
To keep the industry 

alive, replanting is nec-
essary – it takes 10 years 
to grow a Christmas tree, 
so new ones are always 
being planted to replace 
those that are harvested. 
Usually, about 90 per cent 
of a Christmas tree farm 
will comprise actively 
growing, replacement 
trees. This offers a sig-
nificant and consistent 
shelterbelt and refuge for 
certain wild animals.

Another criticism is 
that Christmas trees 
become waste when the 
season ends. That’s true 
to an extent, but after the 
holidays, many munici-
palities collect discarded 

Christmas trees and put 
them through a chipper, 
for mulch. The downside 
of this is that eventually, 
some level of government 
will likely find a way 
to charge a disposal or 
“handling” fee at the 
front-end of a Christ-
mas tree purchase, like 
they’re doing now for 
electronics and other 
consumables destined for 
curbside collection.

That fee will help make 
my $40 tree a distant 
memory.

But for now, I’m counting 
my many blessings, among 
which include a real 
Christmas tree, grown in 
Ontario by local farmers 
– worth every cent.    

WATCH THE BOX!
Next regular edition delivered January 3, 2003



LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI
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Martin gives like Santa, cuts like Scrooge

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
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WE’RE AT HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
THE OBSERVER OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM MON. DEC. 22 TO FRI. DEC 26.  THE OFFICE WILL ALSO BE CLOSED ON THUR. JAN 1, 04

Paul Martin had 
barely lost the “in 
waiting” part of his 

title – becoming simply 
prime minister – when 
he showed that contempt 
for everyone but the rich-
est few would continue to 
be the defi ning aspect of 
his political career. 

Unlike former prime 
minister Pierre Trudeau, 
who demonstrated his 
contempt for Canadians 
by showing them his 
middle fi nger, and for-
mer PM Jean Chrétien, 
who showed it by stran-
gling a protester who 
was “in my way,” Paul 
Martin demonstrates his 
contempt through his po-
litical choices.

When Martin chose his 
new 38-member cabinet, 
he not only eliminated 
two dozen perceived 
Chrétien loyalists, but he 
eliminated the position 
of minister of State for 
Housing (and even failed 
to immediately identify 
which of his ministers 
would handle housing 
issues). Martin is the 
man who wrote in 1990 

that “it is vital that the 
federal role in housing 
be strengthened both at 
the political and admin-
istrative levels.” Neither 
did Martin appoint a new 
minister responsible for 
Urban Affairs, as he was 
expected to, even though 
he has long promised 
“a new deal for cities.” 
Somehow, he did man-
age to fi nd room at the 
cabinet table for someone 
responsible for “new and 
emerging markets” and 
“civic preparedness” 
(important issues, no 
doubt, but surely not as 
important as ensuring 
that all Canadians have a 
place to live, or rescuing 
cash-starved municipali-
ties).

Martin also capped the 
size of the public service, 
froze the pay of non-
managerial public sector 
workers, and froze spend-
ing on capital projects 
such as rail transpor-
tation, museums and 
buildings in the hopes of 
fi nding several hundred 
million dollars. 

As fi nance minister, 

Martin consistently and 
deliberately underesti-
mated his surpluses, but 
now he claims to believe 
that the federal gov-
ernment’s surplus is 
“razor-thin” or even “a 
rounding error.” Osten-
sibly, whatever savings 
are found will be spent 
on previously-budgeted 
health care transfers to 
the provinces and new 
helicopters for the armed 
forces. 

But, the real reason 
that the government 
is now looking for sav-
ings is that they need to 
make up for a $4.4 billion 
corporate tax cut that is 
scheduled to take effect 
on Jan. 1. NDP Leader 
Jack Layton argues that 
the government should 
be cancelling these cor-
porate tax cuts, “instead 
of ... crying poverty while 
stuffi ng money into the 
pockets of their friends 

at a ferocious rate.” 
That $4.4 billion is “a 

huge sum of money that’s 
about to be given and the 
largest Christmas pres-
ent in Canadian history 
to corporate Canada. It 
works out to $141 per 
Canadian going to com-
panies instead of social 
programs. It should be 
stopped,” said Layton.

Martin, who seems to be 
spending a large portion 
of his time responding to 
what Layton says, has re-
jected the suggestion that 
the tax cut be cancelled. 
“I would doubt that that’s 
where a change would be 
made – the focus is go-
ing to be on government 
spending,” he told report-
ers. When asked about 
the favours he accepted 
– such as complimentary 
fl ights on corporate jets 
– Martin defended him-
self by saying that it 
was acceptable to break 
the confl ict of interest 
guidelines because the 
millionaires in question 
are his “close personal 
friends.”

Martin certainly knows 

how to take care of his 
many close personal 
friends. “That’s fi ne that 
they organize big fund-
raising dinners for him 
and that he associates 
himself with them and 
they’re his friends,” said 
Layton. “Well, are the 
people who take buses 
not his friends? Are the 
people who need long-
term care beds not his 
friends?”

Ralph Goodale, Martin’s 
fi nance minister, argues 
that the corporate tax 
cut is part of “a balanced 
strategy” to cut taxes 
– one that he contends 
has largely benefi ted 
the middle class and the 
poor. “The vast major-
ity of our tax reductions 
over the last number of 
years have focused on 
middle-income Canadi-
ans and lower-income 
Canadians.”

It would be generous to 
say that this statement is 
the opposite of the truth. 
Approximately 70 per 
cent of taxpayers earn 
less than $40,000, but this 
group has received only 
36 per cent of the value of 
Liberal tax cuts. 

When he was fi nance 
minister, Martin liked 
to boast that he had re-
duced program spending 

(on a per-capita basis) 
to levels unseen since 
the early 1950s. That’s 
certainly not something 
of which a government 
should be proud when, 
as the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives 
reported last week, the 
social defi cit was increas-
ing even more rapidly 
than the fi scal defi cit was 
being reduced. “Despite 
the impressive growth 
of real GDP per person 
between 1993 and 2003, 
working families mainly 
increased their incomes 
by working longer hours. 
These gains in labour 
income from higher em-
ployment were offset by 
lower income transfers 
to households from all 
levels of government,” 
reported the CCPA. 
“Poverty rates for the 
working-age population 
in 2001 were still well 
above the level of 1989, 
when unemployment 
was at about the same 
level.” 

Apparently, there are 
no Christmas presents 
available to the poor and 
middle class, although 
they clearly need a break 
far more than corpora-
tions. Too bad they’re not 
Martin’s “close personal 
friends.”THIS IS ONE

SURE BET!

ED JERMOL
MAHO BEACH RESORT/CASINO

ST. MAARTEN

Vacationing this past October, Ed enjoyed a nice 
stay in the balmy St. Maarten, at the Maho Beach 
resort. Not wanting to take unnecessary chances 
in the casino, Ed took along one sure bet - his 
Woolwich Observer.

Why take a chance with any other local paper?

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

CAPTURE HOLIDAY MEMORIES
WITH PHOTO REPRINTS FROM

THE OBSERVER.

TAKE A PICTURE, 
IT LASTS LONGER!

Want a present worthy of the holidays? Get photo-quality prints in full colour.

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS.
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9 CHURCH ST. E., ELMIRA              669-8362
Mon. - Fri. 8:30am to 6:00pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

Happy Holidays
and Best Wishes

for 2004!

6 Church Street W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 1M3

WE WISH YOU A

HAPPY HOLIDAY

SEASON.
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Merry
Christ mas!

Located at the cor ner of We ber St. 
& Benjamin Road, WATERLOO

888-9992

We’d like to wish all our loyal customers 
a very happy holiday and a prosperous 
New Year. Thanks for your patronage!

~from the staff at 
Lloyd Frey’s Garage Ltd.

May your Christ mas 
be fi lled with music and song, 
and God’s spe cial bless ings the 

whole season long.

669-8818

Dennis, Durrell 
& Merlin

GLORY
TO THE

NEWBORN KING
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not; 

for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people”

Luke 2:10 ...

8 Snyder Ave.
Elmira, ON
669-4111

Dr. Carole Wilkinson
O P T O M E T R I S T

Warmest Season’s Greetings!

December 24, 31 - CLOSED @ 12:30 
December 25, 26 - CLOSED

January 1, 2 - CLOSED

Wishes to an nounce the 
following Holiday Hours:

60 First St. E. (519) 669-5166

From our family
to yours...

Happy Holidays!
Just as the shepherd watches over      

his fl ock, may the Lord hold you and 
your loved ones in His good graces 

throughout this holiday season. Noel!

RURAL SHOE & REPAIR
1072 GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE

PH: 699-5078   FAX: 699-9354 Trust The Professionals

Bill & Heather MacKenzie
5-695 McMurray Rd., Waterloo

746-8333

Wishing you a festive season 
fi lled with good friends, 

good times, and glad tidings. 
Thanks for making it all 

worthwhile!

PHONE (519) 747-2280 • FAX (519) 747-0217

Brian L. Shantz
 Ltd.

BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SITE PLANNERS

blshantz@golden.net

AND TO
ALL A
GOOD
NIGHT!

Offer your gifts to the Christ child.

NAME SPONSOR
43 Arthur St. N. • 669-5377

Glory to the 
newborn King.

39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

CHRIS & ANNA PALESHI
AND STAFF

HAVE A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

FROM

MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS

SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S

HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY

HO-HO-HO
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BOXING DAY 
 YEAR YEAR
   END

SAVINGS!

MILLIKEN TESSARAE
24” x 24” Designer Carpet Tile with Pad
(Stock Colours - Earth or Green Tea. Designed for you to install yourself)

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2003

$3 69
/SQ. FT.

3/4” x 2 1/4” (Reg $6.49)

WHITE ASH HONEY BROWN

LAURENTIAN
HARDWOOD STOCK
25 Year Finish Warranty • 4 Side Micro Bevel

$5 49
/SQ. FT.

3/4” x 2 1/4” (Reg $6.79)

BEECH LEATHER
$5 99

/SQ. FT.

SAN
MARCO
CERAMIC
TILE

13” x 13” OCEAN
GREEN CERAMIC TILE

$1 99
/SQ. FT.

FREE
CARPET BINDING

WITH REMNANT PURCHASE

LEVI’S
OUTLET

JONES
FACTORY

FINALE

REEBOK

TOOTSIES

HASBROTOY PLANET

ROYALDOULTON

LIZ
CLAIBORNE

CAMBRIDGE
TOWEL
& BEDDING

PADERNO
COOKWARE

KODIAK

ROCKPORT

TIGER
BRAND

CAMPUSCREW

CADBURY

stjacobs.com

BEARDMORE

LEATHER

GREGNORMAN

Boxing Week
Savings!

Don’t miss the
extraordinary
year end
savings in store
for you during 
BOXING
WEEK!

Fabulous
savings in
37 STORES
will appeal
to style-conscious
& budget-minded
shoppers
of every age!

Saturday Dec. 27
8:30 am - 6 pm

Sunday Dec. 28
12 - 5 pm

Monday - Friday
9:30 am - 9 pm

St. Jacobs Outlet Mall
will close at 4 p.m. on
New Years Eve;
closed New Year Day

St. Jacobs Outlet Mall
will be open daily
including each
weeknight until 9 pm,
year around!

OPEN DEC. 26
Boxing Day
10 am - 5 pm

25 Benjamin Road East, Waterloo
519-888-0138
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BOXING DAY 
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HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday

Reality Bytes Inc.
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

computer wholesaler
����������������������

DELL
Pentium III - 933
• 256 mb ram 
• 20 gb hard drive
• CD
• 17” Flat Monitor
• Win 2000
• All Black $499

$109

17” FLAT SCREEN 
MONITORS

LAPTOP
COMPUTERS

$399
STARTING AT

QUALITY  USED  COMPUTERS 
AT FAIR PRICES!

BOXING 
WEEK 
HOURS

DEC 29/30
9AM-6PM
DEC 31

9AM-2PM

BLOWOUT
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SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

The staff and management  
of DUB-L-E wish you 

all a very merry     
Christmas and the happiest 

of New Years!

DUB-L-E SERVICE CENTRE
390 Arthur Street South, Elmira                 

Thank you to all our 
customers this year. 

669-2015

END OF YEAR SAVINGS
AT WATERLOO OXFORD CO-OP

ICE SALT AND SNOW SHOVELS IN STOCK!

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-6pm  •  Saturday 8am-5pm

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL JANUARY 11TH, 2004
EVERYONE WELCOME TO SHOP AT CO-OP!

Flannel, Insulated
SHIRTS

$19 97
REG:
27.99

SAVE $5
Insulated

RUBBER BOOTS
PER
PAIR

31⁄2 lb - 34" (with
Fiberglass Handle)

AXE
$16 97

REG:
24.99

All
SUET CAKES

9 9 ¢ EACH

ALL
WINTER

CLOTHING
SAVE

15%

"God rest you merry, gentlemen; Let 
nothing you dismay; Remember, Christ our 

Saviour; Was born on Christmas Day."
-Anonymous
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from December 29 to January 3

Fresh

lb.

Pork Tenderloin
$4.69

WE'RE TAKING ORDERS FOR NEW YEARS HAM, ROASTS, TURKEYS & PARTY TRAYS

2lb Heat & Serve

Pig Tails

Fresh Pork

lb.

Side Ribs
$2.79

Deli Sliced

lb.

Roast Beef, Corned 
Beef or Pastrami
$3.99

80-85% Fresh Lean

lb.

Ground Beef
$1.89

Fresh New York

lb.

Strip Steaks
$6.99

ea.
$5.49

Dressed Rolled Ribs.... $3.59 lb

Frozen......$5.99 lb

4lb Container.......$10.99
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JUST IMAGINETM
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May the holiday season find you laughing all the way.
We’re really grateful for your business.

CRONIN-EMERY
                  MECHANICAL

PHONE: (519) 664-3741

P A R K  M A N O R  C H R I S T M A S  C O N C E R T

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

Mom Anita Kohanec was out to 
support son Oskar, a member of 
the Grade 7 strings.

Park Manor teacher and choir leader Barb Rieck warms up her choir in the music room before the concert begins.

Tessa Laughlin (back left), Meghan O’Hara, Danielle Fleming 
(front left), and Garrett Shoemaker sing as members of the 
Grade 6 concert choir.

Cellist Katie Barber performed as part of the 
chamber ensemble. 

Tracy-Lynne Ahier 
provides piano 
accompaniment. 

Chloe Grant presents a gift of appreciation to Barb Rieck at the end of the concert.
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M&G MILLWRIGHTS 
LIMITED

R.R.#1, Reg Rd 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)
ELMIRA     669-5105

May faith be your guide
during this holy season.

We appreciate the good faith you’ve shown us this year. 

26 Arthur Street, South, Elmira • 669-8309

May your faith be renewed by the messages of love and 
peace that are delivered to us in the story of Christmas.

With best wishes and gratitude from all of us.

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.
11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611

1-888-453-3766
mail@gleesoninsurance.com

“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea, Magi from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, Where is the child who has been 

born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star at its 
rising and have come to pay him homage.”

R I V E R S I D E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  C H R I S T M A S  P A G E A N T

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

Michael Weber needed a little help 
getting his hat above his eyes.

Miss Cherry Muir’s Grade 2/3 
class performed dances and 
songs, including Twinkle, 
Twinkle.

The students in Miss Muir’s class, including Alexandra Nicholson, all 
wore Santa hats of green or red.

Doing a Christmas line dance were Luke Konig, Emily Orr, Luke Yaeger, 
Brett Schummer.

Holly McIntyre and Alexandra Nicholson check out the fit of their hats in the mirror.

Miss Muir readies her class for their performance.
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In a season so
  serene and still,
We think of peace
  and of goodwill;
And in spite of
  the cold and frost
  and snow,
We’re warmed by
  thoughts of the
  folks we know.

Merry 
Christmas 

and heartfelt 
thanks to all 

of you.

Phone: (519) 669-5143 • Fax: (519) 669-3560

MAY YOUR
HOLIDAYS 

GLOW!
HERE’S HOPING 
YOU HAVE THE 

WARMEST OF 
HOLIDAYS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR WARMING 

OUR HEARTS 
WITH 

YOUR LOYAL 
SUPPORT.

DAMAR FUELS LIMITED
30 Church St. W, Elmira

669-2645 The staff at Excel Tours wish you and yours a
Merry Christmas and all the best for 2004.

Travel Act # 50008934

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.
“For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

                                       - Luke 2:10-11

F LO R A D A L E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  C H R I S T M A S  P A G E A N T

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

Grade 5 student Caleb Bauman performed as a shepherd in his class’ performance 
of the Nativity.

Principal Lee Anne Andriessen leads the Grade 4/5 class in an American Sign Language 
performance of Silent Night.

Justin Kehl’s class 
performed a version 
of Little Drummer 
Boy with personally 
crafted drums.

Teacher Deb McCarter gets Kyle Brubacher, Karalissa Schroeder 
and Kayla Wideman organized as they prepare for the concert.

Eric Schurrmanns (angel), Lisa Bauman, Kyle Buehler, and Caleb Bauman (shepherds) wait for their 
performance of the Nativity to begin.
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WAY-MAR INC.
3585 Ament Line, RR#3
Wallenstein, ON  N0B 2S0

www.waymar.on.ca
699-4236

May The Spirit Of The Christ Child
Fill Your Heart With Joy 
And Brighten Your Life 
In The Coming Year.

JOY
TO 

THE 
WORLD!

• High Efficiency Heating
• Natural Gas Piping
• Air Conditioning

1-2633 Hergott Rd. ST. CLEMENTS

699-1118 FAX: (519) 699-5273

To all our dear friends and loyal customers,
we hope Santa brings you everything you’ve

been wishing for this Christmas.
We’re counting our blessings this holiday

season, and your kind friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from our family
to yours for a very merry Christmas and

a healthy, prosperous new year.

LINWOOD
VETERINARY SERVICES

3860 Manser Road, LINWOOD
PHONE: (519) 698-2610

Happy Holidays!

T H R E E  B R I D G E S  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  C H R I S T M A S  P A G E A N T

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

Teacher Wendy McKay guides her class 
in song.

Grade 3 students performed music on their recorders.

About half the performances were musical, with the other half being skits, many of them comedy sketches.  Here, a 
member of the mostly Mennonite audience reacts to some of the humour.

Preschoolers, eager to watch, made the floor the 
new front row.

Mennonite horses and buggies lined the parking lot outside the school.
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Have a great holiday season and a happy new year. 
Thanks, friends, for shopping at our place. We are always happy to 

serve you, and look forward to your continued patronage.

120 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira  669-2333

Happy Holidays from all of us at:
St. Jacobs 
Country Inn

Tel: (519) 884-9295   
fax (519) 884-2532

5 0  B e n j a m i n  R d .  E . ,  W a t e r l o o

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
email:   sjci@golden.net 59 Church Street, W.,

ELMIRA
669-1521

Wishing you all
the trimmings of

a beautiful
holiday season.

Your presence has
been the best

present for us this
year. Thanks!

E L M I R A  D I S T R I C T  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  C H R I S T M A S  C O N C E R T

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

Lorna Heidt listens while the Grade 
10 orchestra performs.

Abbey Martin joins the EDSS 
choir in song.

Ameer Abdulla plays in front of the Christmas tree as part of the senior orchestra.

Cellist Dan Bowey joined two other cellists in performance.

Waterloo resident Tracy Fewster, a 
music teacher at Courtland PS, came 
out to show her support for her 
daughter, who sings in the choir. 

Choir leader April Brien brings out the enthusiasm in her singers.
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15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA • 669•2831   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

FINE PRINT: Cash sale prices exclude freight, admin. fees, taxes and may not be combined with other offers (except Liberty & Ram). Lease prices include freight and 
are for term stated. Rates vary from 1.3% to 5.3% average @ 15¢/km + taxes. 0% fi nance for limited term and subject to credit approval. See us for further details.

VOISIN’S

IT’S HERE!
The ALL NEW 2004

DURANGO

• BIG SIZE • SMOOTH RIDE • HEMI POWERED

5.7L HEMI • 5 SPEED AUTO  • 17” WHEELS
AIR (FRONT & REAR) • ALL WHEEL DRIVE 
LEATHER TRIM • 6 DISC CD/MP3 PLAYER

7 PASSENGER • TRACTION CONTROL
TRAILER TOW • POWER PEDALS

POWER SUNROOF • TILT & CRUISE
PREMIUM SOUND • REAR SEAT VIDEO

$48 900
STOCK#T4018

NEW 2003 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• Hemi    • CD Stereo
• Auto    • BoxLiner
• Air    • Cloth Seats
• SureGrip    • 17” Wheels
• ABS

SALE PRICE

$29 805
STOCK#T3065

NEW 2003 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SPORT
• 3.3L V6   • Quads
• Front/Rear Air
• Cargo Organizer
• Tilt & Cruise
• 16” Wheels
• Power Group
• O’head Console
• Power Pedals

STOCK#V3021

DOWN
LEASE

$0 $37239 54 MONTHS/
91,800 KMS+ TAXES

NEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SE

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 200 HP • CD Stereo
• Auto • Remote Entry
• Air • 16” Wheels
• Pwr Windows/Mirrors
• Tilt & Cruise
CASH SALE PRICE

$22 128

STOCK#C4010
NEW 2004 CHRYSLER SEBRING

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 150 HP • CD Stereo
• Auto • Remote Entry
• Air • Lumbar Seat
• Pwr Windows/Mirrors
• Tilt & Cruise
CASH SALE PRICE

$18 688 OR 
CHOOSE

STOCK#C4031

NEW 2004 DODGE CARAVAN

0% 48 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 3.3L V8 • Pwr Windows
• Auto/Air • Pwr Door Locks
• CD Stereo • Keyless Entry
• Tilt & Cruise

CASH SALE PRICE

$20 933

STOCK#V4010

NEW 2004 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT
• 3.7L V6 
• Auto   • Air
• SelecTrac
• Fog Lamps
• Deep Tint
• Tilt & Cruise
• Pwr Sunroof
• SureGrip DOWN

LEASE
$4000 $36804 54 MONTHS/

91,800 KMS+ TAXES

STOCK#J4005

PURCHASE
FOR:

OR 
CHOOSE

OR 
CHOOSE

OR 
CHOOSE

NEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SE
STOCK#C4010

DECEMBER
HOURS

DEC. 24 • 9-NOON

DEC. 25 • MERRY

DEC. 26 • XMAS!

DEC. 27 • 9-3

Miracles really do happen, and there’s no better time than 
Christmas to restore our faith in the Lord and our fellow man.

Happy Holiday Greetings from our staff and their families!

 669-5453
FARM SERV ICE LTD.

O
utdoorsmen, 
as we all 
know, are 
of a gener-
ous nature. 

They always want to 
give to loved ones, not 
just at Christmas, but 
throughout the year. 
Yet, we must recognize 
that not everyone shares 
our appreciation for the 
fi elds and streams, and 
some gifts can be misin-
terpreted. With that in 
mind, here’s what I’ve 
learned about Christmas 
etiquette over the years.

Never give live bait. 
Sure live bait, especially 

Christmas etiquette for the outdoorsman
if packaged in an old 
coffee tin, is a timeless, 
nostalgic gift. But, sur-
prisingly, there are those 
who fail to appreciate the 
delicate glory of a bagful 
of leeches or the exquisite 
romance of a solitary 10-
inch chub. 

Wives, and trust me on 
this one, tend to get all 
emotional and will in-
sist – and I do not think 
that is too strong a word 
– that you return the gift. 
That’s because live bait 
is a very personal thing. 
Better to give a bait-shop 
gift certifi cate and let her 
pick out her own. 

Similarly, if it’s still 
wiggling, keep it to 
yourself. Yes, wild fi sh 
and game are delicious 
and welcome in many 
households, but there’s 
a right way to give it. 
Dumping a road-killed 
dead moose on someone’s 
front lawn on Christmas 
morning, for instance, 
is considered uncouth 
south of Highway 7. 
Would it kill you to wrap 
it?

And let’s be honest, they 
don’t call it a mess of fi sh 
for no reason. True, most 
people love walleye or 
trout fi llets but not when 

they’ve been under the 
tree since the twelfth day 
of Christmas. If this is 
the case, however, there’s 
really no need to give 
that bait-shop certifi cate, 
just an old coffee can and 
a card explaining that 
perch love maggots. 

I’ve also learned never 
to give your partner 
hooks, knives, guns, 
fry pans or anything 
else that can be turned 

against you in all the 
excitement of gift open-
ing. This is especially 
true if you’ve just hung 
the hindquarter of a deer 
from the Yuletide tree 
on Christmas morning 
so she could try out the 
new skinning knife you 
gave her. Ease her into it 
with, perhaps, a brace of 
squirrels.

Here’s a little tip for 
those of you with kids. 
When it comes to telling 
them a bedtime story on 
Christmas Eve, it’s best 
not to editorialize too 
much on the classics. 
That’s why it’s not right 
to openly speculate on the 
Boone and Crockett score 
of Rudolph’s antlers (231 
green by the way) nor is 
it right to talk about how 
Santa is in contravention 
of many fi sh and wildlife 
regulations for the har-
nessing of endangered 
fl ying reindeer.

One last thing, never 
give a radio shock collar 
for the dog. I once did, 
and it worked perfectly. 
Within weeks that trou-
blesome mutt learned 
manners, all of his obedi-
ence commands, became 
housebroken, adept at 
fetching, fl ushing and 
pointing, did not dig up 
the garden, stopped yap-
ping at the neighbors and 
heeled when called. Es-
sentially, he was ruined  
as a hunting dog. Over-
all, my wife considers 
this the best gift I ever 
bought her and she en-
joyed it thoroughly.  And 
still does, unfortunately.

Anyhow, I’ve got to go! 
I’m being buzzed right 
now. Thank goodness 
the batteries are getting 
weak. That reminds me, 
does anyone have a spare 
turtleneck? I know at 
least one outdoorsman 
who would love to see one 
under the tree this year. 
I’ve been good – ouch 
– honest!

Merry Christmas and 
season’s greetings to 
you and your family.

THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

Happy Holidays to our 
customers in Woolwich 
& Wellesley Township!

And all the best for the new year!

1546 King Street East
KITCHENER, ON   N2G 2P1

(519) 743-5601

1-800-265-2325
FAX: (519) 743-9340
sales@mingcom.com
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Heidelberg Rd., RR#1 Waterloo • (519) 664-2282

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  BAST TIRE:
• The Bast Tire Logo
• 2 Tire Sleds
• Someone carrying a tire   
   to the hill to go sledding

Highway 7, Breslau • (519) 648-2608

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  BELGIAN NURSERY:
• The Belgian Logo
• There are a number of   
   strangely out of season   
   cactuses - fi nd all 7

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  CENTRAL SOURCE:
• The Central Source Logo
• 6 Skaters in red jackets
• 5 People (not on the rink)   
   carrying skates

48 Arthur St., Elmira • (519) 669-2706

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  WOOLWICH OBSERVER:
• The Observer #1 Box
• Elmer (of course)
• Elmer’s 10 RED presents
   (each with a yellow ribbon)
• 10 Regular Observer
    newspaper boxes
• The Observer staff: Joe,   
   Pat, Steve, Donna, Casey,   
   Richard and Scott

Hi there, friends. First, I want to thank everyone who helped me solve the MYSTERY MARKET CAPER this 
past August. Hope you guys all had as much fun trying to fi nd me - as well as my friends and all the 
hidden items - as I had at the market. Now, however, I’ve gone and got myself lost again. This time I 
seem to have misplaced myself and 10 presents at the North Pole in Santa’s Winter Wonderland.

I need your help again to fi nd some missing items, and the 10 RED presents lost throughout the North Pole and 
Santa’s Workshop. As with last time, some of the things I need belong to local businesses (you can see lists of their 
missing items below and on page 22). A full list can be found beside the Winter Wonderland itself (on the next two 
pages).
Here’s hoping you can help me fi nd everything I need in time for Christmas - I wouldn’t want to be late delivering 

my presents to my friends and family.
Good luck, and I look forward to seeing all you guys again real soon. - Elmer

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from the staff at Woolwich Observer
GOOD LUCK FINDING ELMER!

We look forward to hearing from you all in the new year.
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CHECKLIST
PEOPLE:
[  ] ELMER (OF COURSE!)
[  ] SANTA CLAUS
[  ] OBSERVER STAFF GROUP
      (IN BLACK & GREY 
      JACKETS)
[  ] THE GRINCH
[  ] MICKEY MOUSE
[  ] 5 APPLEJACKS
[  ] 5 SUGAR KINGS

BUSINESSES:
BAST TIRE
[  ] THE BAST TIRE LOGO
[  ] SOMEONE CARRYING
     A TIRE TO THE HILL
[  ] 2 TIRE-SLEDDERS

CENTRAL SOURCE
FOR SPORTS
[  ] CENTRAL SOURCE LOGO
[  ] 6 SKATERS IN RED OR
      BURGUNDY JACKETS
[  ] 5 PEOPLE (NOT ON THE
      RINK) WITH SKATES

BELGIAN NURSERY
[  ] THE BELGIAN LOGO
[  ] THERE ARE A NUMBER
     OF STRANGELY OUT OF
     SEASON CASTUSES - 
     FIND ALL 7

DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE
[  ] DUB-L-E & ESSO LOGOS
[  ] A GAS CAN
[  ] A “TRI-FOAM” SLEIGH
     WASH & REPAIR CENTRE

ELMIRA BOWL
[  ] ELMIRA BOWL LOGO
[  ] AN ELF MAKING 5-PIN
     BOWLING BALLS
[  ] 2 PEOPLE CARRYING
      A BALL & 5-PIN PINS

ELMIRA PHOTO
[  ] ELMIRA PHOTO LOGO
[  ] 4 PEOPLE TAKING
     PICTURES
[  ] SOMEONE HOLDING A
     PHOTO OF SANTA

ELMIRA REAL ESTATE
[  ] ROYAL LEPAGE LOGO
[  ] 2 IGLOOS FOR SALE
[  ] SOMEONE CARRYING
     TWO “FOR SALE” SIGNS

ELZE’S WONDERFUL 
WINES
[  ] THE ELZE’S LOGO
[  ] 2 WINE BOTTLE GIFTS
[  ] SOMEONE ENJOYING A
     GLASS OF ICE WINE

GUYS & DOLLS
[  ] THE GUYS & DOLLS SPA
     LOGO
[  ] A NORTH POLE SALON
[  ] SOMEONE SO HAPPY
     TO SHOW OFF THEIR
     NEW HAIRCUT THAT
     HE’S THROWING HIS
     HAT INTO THE AIR

LEN’S MILL STORES
[  ] THE LEN’S MILL LOGO
[  ] FIND THE SEVEN PINK
     FLAMINGOS SCATTERED
     AROUND THE WINTER
     WONDERLAND

BUSINESSES
CONTINUED:
WOOLWICH OBSERVER
[  ] FIND THE 10 OBSERVER
      BOXES (SOME ARE A
     LITTLE TRICKY - SO KEEP
     YOUR EYES OPEN)
[  ] 10 RED PRESENTS WITH
     YELLOW RIBBONS

MARTIN’S SMALL
ENGINES
[  ] THE MARTIN’S LOGO
[  ] TORO SNOWBLOWER
      (IN USE)
[  ] A CUB CADET SNOW-
     BLOWER (WRAPPED UP)

WOOLWICH CENTRE
PHARMACY
[  ] THE W.C.P. LOGO
[  ] SOMEONE WITH
     RENTED CRUTCHES
[  ] 2 GIFTS WITH WCP TAGS

RAYMOND KUNTZ
[  ] RAYMOND KUNTZ LOGO
[  ] AN ELF MAKING INTER-
     LOCKING STONES
[  ] 2 PEOPLE CARRYING A
     TREE TO REPLANT (AND
     SOIL TO PLANT IT IN)

SHIRLEY’S WINDOW
CREATIONS
[  ] THE SHIRLEY’S LOGO
[  ] A SET OF PINK DRAPES
     HUNG IN A WINDOW
[  ] SOMEONE WITH A ROLL
     OF PINK DRAPERY FABRIC

VOISIN’S MOTORS
[  ] THE VOISIN’S LOGO
[  ] OFF-ROADING IN A JEEP
[  ] ELVES MAKING REMOTE
     CONTROL CHRYSLERS

THINGS TO COUNT:
[  ] 11 SNOWMEN
[  ] 9 REINDEER
[  ] 8 SNOWBOARDERS
[  ] 5 MONKEYS
[  ] 4 DOGS
[  ] 4 DECORATED TREES
[  ] 4 STUFFED BEARS
[  ] 3 BEAVERS
[  ] 3 ANGELS (HINT: THEY’RE
      ALL DIFFERENT KINDS)

OTHER STUFF:
[  ] THE ABOMINABLE
     SNOWMAN
[  ] THREE WISEMEN
[  ] “THE” STAR
[  ] CHARLIE BROWN’S
      CHRISTMAS TREE
[  ] A MAPLE LEAF SHIRT
[  ] A NORMAN ROCKWELL
     CHRISTMAS SCENE
[  ] SHERLOCK HOLMES
[  ] SANTA’S SLED
[  ] THE NORTH POLE
[  ] SOMEONE TRYING TO
     SELL REFRIGERATORS
     TO INUITS
[  ] SCROOGE & MARLEY
[  ] SINGING WHOS
[  ] A PHONE BOOTH
[  ] SOMEONE IN A 3-EYED
     SMILEY FACE SHIRT
[  ] THE NUTCRACKER
[  ] THE MOUSE KING
[  ] SOMEONE GOING
     DOWNHILL BACKWARDS
[  ] CAROLLERS (WITH A
     SOUND SYSTEM)
[  ] 2 ELVES TRYING TO
      “LOOK TALLER”
[  ] A HOT CUP OF COCOA
[  ] MISTLETOE
[  ] AN ELF TIED IN LIGHTS
[  ] DICKENSIAN CAROLLERS
[  ] A DOCTOR ELF
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  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  DUB-L-E:
• The Esso & DUB-L-E Logos
• Someone with a gas can
• A “Tri-Foam” sleigh wash   
   & repair centre

390 Arthur St. S., Elmira • (519) 669-2015

DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE
15 First St., Elmira • (519) 669-2833

FUN 
FOR
ALL 
AGES!

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  ELMIRA BOWL:
• The Elmira Bowl Logo
• An Elf making 5-pin balls
• 2 People carrying a ball   
   and 2 5-pin Pins

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  ELMIRA PHOTO:
• The Elmira Photo Logo
• 4 People taking pictures
• Someone holding a photo   
   of Santa Claus

57 Arthur St. S., Elmira • (519) 669-FILM

FAX: 669-8262 • www.elmiraphoto.com

E L M I R A  
PHOTO

30 Church St. W., Elmira • (519) 669-3192

ELMIRA REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES, BROKER

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  ELMIRA REAL ESTATE:
• The Royal LePage Logo
• 2 Igloos for sale
• Someone carrying two   
   “For Sale” signs

25 Hampton Ave., Elmira (Behind Gas Station)
(519) 669-0790/0799

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  ELZE’S WINES:
• Elze’s Logo
• 2 Wine bottle gifts
• Someone enjoying a   
   glass of ice wine

 Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  GUYS & DOLLS:
• The Guys & Dolls Spa Logo
• A North Pole Salon
• A happy haircut recipient   
   throwing off their hat

Birdland Plaza, 
Elmira
(519) 669-8234

3555 Broadway, Hawkesville • (519) 699-6140

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  LEN’S MILL STORES:
• The Len’s Mill Logo
• There are a number of   
   pink fl amingos scattered   
   around - fi nd all 7.

LEN’S
MILL

STORES
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira • (519) 669-2884

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  MARTIN’S SMALL
  ENGINES:
• The Martin’s Logo
• Toro snowblower (in use)
• A Cub Cadet snowblower   
   (Gift-wrapped)

Corner of Weber St. N. (Benjamin Road)
Waterloo • (519) 888-9992

BULK LANDSCAPING DEPOT

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  RAYMOND KUNTZ:
• The Raymond Kuntz Logo
• Elf making interlock stones
• 2 people carrying a tree   
   to replant and some soil

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  SHIRLEY’S WINDOWS:
• The Shirley’s Logo
• A set of pink hung drapes
• Someone carrying a roll   
   of drapery fabric

26 Arthur St. S., Elmira • (519) 669-8309

Shirley’s Window
Cre a tions

“Custom Window Treatments”

Church St., Elmira • (519) 669-8282
FREE DELIVERY!

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  WOOLWICH CENTRE 
  PHARMACY:
• The WCP Logo
• Someone with crutches
• 2 gifts with WCP tags

15 Arthur St. N., Elmira • (519) 669-2831

VOISIN’S
SALES

SERVICE
PARTS

  WHAT TO FIND FOR
  VOISIN’S MOTORS:
• The Voisin’s Logo
• Off-roading in a Jeep
• Elves making Remote   
   Control Chryslers
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Dr. Lawrence Mohan, Family Dentist, 
& his staff wish their patients 
& friends  a Merry Christ mas 
and Happy New Year!

25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, 
ELMIRA

TEL: (519) 669-2632

Season’s
 Greetings

This holiday season, give your 
loved ones the gift of safety.

• Clear ice off paths
• have your chimney checked  
   before your seaonal fi res
• make sure you don’t 
   drink & drive

Allen & Suzanne Morrison
Sherry McIntyre, Karen Binkley

& Maik Stoll

Home       Auto       Life       Investments       Group       Business       Farm

Thank you for your patronage and we wish you 
all a Merry Christ mas & a Happy New Year.

1025 Alfred St.  LINWOOD 
(519) 698-2472

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
20

SAT.

21

SUN.

22

MON.

23

TUES.

24

WED.

25

THU.

26

FRI.

27

SAT.

28

SUN.

29

MON.

30

TUES.

31

WED.

  1

THU.

  2

FRI.

3

1:00 PM to
CLOSE

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

7:00 PM to
CLOSE

CLOSED

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

CLOSED FOR 
RECOVERY

1:00 PM to
CLOSE

CLOSED CLOSED

1 - 4 PM &
7 -CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

SAT.

4

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

SUN.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

(GREAT STOCKING
STUFFERS!)

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
 HAPPY HOLIDAYS! HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

H
undreds of 
parents and 
siblings at-
tended the 
EDSS Christ-

mas concert Dec. 16 to 
show support for their 
family and friends, and 
to hear some talented 
musicians.

“I don’t normally get to 
come hear their concerts,” 
said Tracy Fewster of Wa-
terloo, whose daughter 
sings in the choir. “This 
is the fi rst time that I’ve 
had a chance to come and 
hear them. It’s wonderful 
to listen to these young-
sters learning to play 
and getting better every 
year. I was blown away 
by some of the things they 
can do.”

The path to perfor-
mance is not always 
easy, but the end goal is 
a necessary part of the 
learning process.

“The attraction is the 
students and all the work 
they’ve put in for four 
months,” said Murray 
Showers, arts department 
head. “Part of our curric-
ulum is the students need 
to get out and perform in 
public to augment their 
performance skills.”

“It’s like a runner pre-
paring for a race,” said 
teacher and orchestra 
director Fred Lenz. “You 
can prepare and prepare, 
but if you don’t ever go in 

Not a 
silent 
night

Strings, singers 
among attractions 

at EDSS concert

the race …
“It’s a culminating 

experience for all of us. 
It’s amazing the things 
they pull together and 
amazing the things they 
do on the night of the 
performance.”

The crowd heard per-
formances by orchestras 
of various grade levels, 
the choir, and small 
groups.

“I was really taken by 
the cello piece and the 
quartet,” Fewster said, 
also singing the praises 

of the work of a drum 
and piano duet. “Playing 
in small ensembles like 
that is really challeng-
ing. There’s no one to 
cover you if you make a 
mistake.”

“There’s that adrenaline 
that fl ows and excite-
ment that you don’t have 
otherwise,” Lenz said. 
“Learning to control that 
and getting in command 
of that in front of an audi-
ence. That quartet that 
played tonight has come 
a long way.”

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

HOLIDAY TUNES Christina Balch (above) follows the direction of 
senior orchestra leader Fred Lenz. Top left: Alisha Abdulla (violin), 
Ben Norris (violin), Dave Martinello (violin) and  Jill Wannamaker 
(viola) play in the Grade 10 orchestra led by Murray Showers. Top 
right: Megan Seiling, Reuben Eby, Robbie Jewitt, Laura Brubacher 
sing in the EDSS choir.
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This holiday season,   let us remember the 
true meaning of Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manager. May his love ring 
out to the world. Peace on Earth, good 

will towards men.
~Raymond, Rob, Eric, Mark, Maynard, Stuart, Mike, Bernice

Prince of Peace

TIRE STORES
35 Howard Ave., Elmira   669-3232

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira, ON  N3B 3J7

669-1949

May the Christmas 
lights and decorations 
brighten your spirits 
and bring joy to your 
heart.

We consider ourselves 
very lucky to have you 
for a customer. 

T hank you for brightening 

our holidays.

Syd, Cathy & staff
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

I
t was an unfa-
miliar sight in 
Wellesley Village, 
but those who 
didn’t already 
know would never 

have guessed it. Dec. 12 
saw the village welcome 
back a Christmas pa-
rade.

“It was fantastic. 
We’ve lived here for 30-
something years and 
I’m really glad it’s back 
in Wellesley,” said Sue 
Zacharczuk, who took in 
the parade with her chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

“Really?” responded a 
shocked Carrie Grudnik 
after learning it was the 
first Christmas parade 
in the village since the 
1960s. “It was awesome 
– lots of lights.”

More than 600 residents 
and visitors lined up 
along Queen’s Bush and 
Nafzinger roads for the 
evening parade, which 
started at Wellesley 
school and made its way 
to the community centre. 
Most of the more than 50 
parade entries included 
lights as part of their dec-
orations, but streetlights 
helped everyone to see.

A sprinkle of snow that 
came down during the 
parade also helped cre-
ate a mood of Christmas 
cheer, noted Marg Runst-
edler, a member of the 
parade committee.

“I thought it went 
quite well, with the 
snow and everything. 
After the tree lighting, 
the children all started 

Santa parade 
makes return

tobogganing down the 
hill. It was a really nice 
evening for the town,” 
she told the Observer.

“I think it went great; 
for the first year, unbe-
lievable really.”

There were so many co-
lourful floats, it was hard 
to pick a favourite, said 
eight-year-old Daniel 
Lauricella.

“I think the ones the 
kids liked best of all were 
the big Erb floats,” added 
Zacharczuk, referring 
to a decorated corn har-
vester. “They just went 
‘oh, isn’t that great.’”

Following the parade, 
the Wellesley and District 
Lions Club – which hosted 
the parade and ensuing 
events, dubbed Christmas 
Tyme in Wellesley – held 
its annual tree-lighting 
ceremony in the park. A 
nativity scene was also 
set up in the park and 
children had the opportu-
nity to have their pictures 
taken with the parade’s 
special guest, Santa 
Claus, inside the nearby 
Pfeifer Gallery.

“Being we had every-
thing right in that area, 
people went from one 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The holiday sea-
son conjures 
up images of 
cheerful groups 

singing carols and 
spending time with 
loved ones. But for those 
who can’t be with their 
family or have experi-
enced a loss in the past 
year, the season can 
be a harsh reminder of 
their situation.

 “The fact is the holi-
day season is very hard 
for people who have just 
lost somebody to death 
or through separation, 
or if they’ve had to move 
away from home. All of 

Christmas time,     can be sad time
Holiday season sees new people 

needing someone to talk to
those are very much 
against this tradition of 
cheerfulness that goes 
with Christmas,” said 
Gerlinde Petz, executive 
director of the Woolwich 
Interfaith Counselling 
Centre in Elmira.

“I think it’s very painful 
for people and it isolates 
them further because 
they feel that everyone’s 
happy except for them,” 
she said, noting that is 
certainly not the case.

“I think the holiday 
season is the one that 
most highlights [in their 
minds] the difference be-
tween them and others. 
There are other holidays, 
for example Valentine’s 
Day, that can be diffi-
cult as well, but I think 

Christmas is the one that 
we all expect that we’re 
going to be with family or 
having a cheerful time. 
And that just doesn’t hap-
pen for everyone.”

While the counselling 
centre doesn’t see a jump 
in need during the holi-
days, they do see many 
people step forward and 
look for ways to improve 
their approach to their 
particular circumstances 
for the first time. Those 
new clients are balanced 
out by those who tradi-
tionally use the centre’s 
services, but can’t find 
the time during the busy 
season, explained Petz. 

Counsellors at the cen-
tre work with clients 
one-on-one, in groups or, 
as is often the case, as a 
family unit. 

“As a matter of course, 
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“I’m really glad it’s back in 
Wellesley,” says resident

thing to the other and 
they didn’t have to run 
all over town,” said 
Runstedler.

When the organizing 
committee first started 
gathering to work out 
the details of the parade, 
Runstedler said she nev-
er expected it to go off as 
well as it did.

“It was a lot more than I 
expected,” she said of the 
turnout. “I figured we 
might have 10 floats and 
100 people.”

Plans are already in the 
works to bring the parade 
back for next year.

Christmas time,     can be sad time
we would probably see the 
whole group together and 
then, depending on what 
the issues are, we might 
see people individually,” 
Petz explained. “What 
we are seeing a lot of are 
marital couples and that 
certainly doesn’t change 
because it’s Christmas.”

Coping with loss is one of 
the most common issues 
the centre sees during the 
holiday season.

“If they are feeling alone, 
that’s within them and 
it’s important to change 
how you feel about it. If 
you create challenges in 
your life, friendships in 
your life, then you’re not 
going to feel that way,” 
she suggested.

There’s no specific age 
group that’s particu-
larly hard hit with the 
Christmas blues, Petz 

continued.
“I do not see that age 

has so much to do with 
it as the circumstances 
in which they find them-
selves,” she said, using 
an example of a recently 
separated family to illus-
trate her point.

“For a little child whose 
parents have just separat-
ed, the questions around 
how Christmas is going 
to be different are cer-
tainly big. The parents 
would be stressed about 
‘how’s this going to work 
when we’ve never done it 
before. We have to think 
about all kinds of issues 
like what time do we 
connect? Can we in fact 
share Christmas with 
our child even though 
we are in fact separated 
or divorced?’ All of those 
things are stressful.”

Even those who 
haven’t experienced 
particularly hard times 
as of late can suffer 
from the added stress of 
the season.

“I do think it adds 
stress. Even people who 
aren’t feeling isolated 
and so on, there are 
some extra pressures 
that come with the holi-
days that make them 
feel stressed,” she said, 
noting finding those 
perfect gifts, paying for 
those gifts, and working 
out the specifics of the 
occasion (scheduling 
where to be and when, 
for instance) can be 
problematic. “In every-
body’s life, stress starts 
to become an issue at 
some time and the holi-
days can be stressful for 
a lot of people.”

SHARING THE SEASON  More than 50 entries took part in the 
parade, much to the delight of several hundred onlookers. Top left: 
Santa’s elves smiled and waved to the crowd. Above right: Mrs. Claus 
preempted her husband’s appearance in the parade. Below: Bundled 
up children wave and wish onlookers a pleasant season.

A FAMILY MOMENT  The Schwartz family took a seat 
at the corner of Queen’s Bush and Nafzinger roads for 
the parade. Parents Trevor and Tracy sit with (from left) 
Keegan, 3, Jakson, 14 months, and Kolton, 5.
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MOUNTAIN LAWN CARE &
WRIGHT LAWN CARE SERVICE

801 Sawmill Rd., Bloomingdale • 742-8433

May you and every member of your family tree,
Enjoy a season of joy and serenity.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 746-6000

from

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

Have a...
Krazy Kwanzaa

Happy Hanukkah 

Randy Ramadan

Cozy Christmas
from all of us at:

But above
all, keep in
mind the
"ONE" who 
matters.

May your heart be joyful, and 
your spirit lifted, as we celebrate 

the miracle of Christmas.

Advance
Millwrights Inc.
21 Howard Ave. Unit 3, 

Elmira       669-4200

Scott Grainger
����������������������������������

��������������������������������������
����������������������������

...Barrister & Solicitor

�����������������������������������
������������������������������

������������������������������������
������������������������������������

����������������������������������

���������������������
��������������

Wishing you a 
Safe and Happy Holiday

THOMPSON’S AUTO TECH INC. 
21 Howard Ave, Elmira  669-4400

50 Arthur St. • (519) 669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED
Together, this holiday can 
   be the brightest yet.
Thanks for making this such 
   a glowing year for us.
We look forward to seeing
   you again soon.

Clare Weber's 
Fabricating

3044 SAWMILL ROAD, ST. JACOBS          664-3711

It's beginning to look like our
  favourite time of year.

Family and friends rejoicing for
  all they hold dear.

So at this special time, when we
  give thanks and pray,

We hope you'll accept our wishes
  for a happy holiday.

Have a merry little Christmas, with plenty of warmth and love. 
We’re so pleased you dropped by to see us over the past year, 

and we look forward to your visits in the future.

Village
 10 Church St. W., ELMIRA  669-4374

Pet Food 
Shoppe

We’re wishing you an abundance of 
joy and happiness this Christmas.

You’ve helped make our wishes come 
true this year. Many thanks.

Resident Partners
         James W. Malcolm, CA      Cheryl Martin-Gray, BSc., CA, CFP

Cathie Wheeler, B. Math, CA     Bruce R. Schott, BSc, CA, CFP
3 4  C H U R C H  S T .  W .   E L M I R A   669-5131

Malcolm, Gilson 
& Co. CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANTS

Hope All Your Christmas 
Wishes Come True

14 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-0888

Raphael’s
PIZZERIA & CAFÉ

Thank you for your patronage.
We look forward to seeing
you again in the New Year!

CHRISTMAS HOURS
Dec 24 • 10:00 - 10:00

Dec 25 • CLOSED
Dec 26 • 4:00 - 10:00
Dec 31 • 9:00 - 10:00
Jan 1 • 4:00 - 10:00

MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS • MERRY CHRISTMAS

SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S GREETINGS • SEASON’S

HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY HOLIDAYS • HAPPY

HO-HO-HO
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Season’s 
          Greetings 

to you and yours

W o o d s   
a n d   

C l e m e n s
L a w  O f f i c e

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B2Z6

Telephone:(519) 669-5101
10 Park Avenue East, Elmira

(519) 669-2145

Christmas is a time when 
we all remember what it 
was like to be a child: the 
fresh-baked cookies, the 

fresh scent of the tree, the 
twinkling lights...

... may you and yours 
create warm memories 

this holiday season.

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

D
on’t be sur-
prised if you 
see a few 
poinsettias at 
some point in 

time this Christmas sea-
son – Belgian Nursery 
alone has sold most of its 
stock of 40,000 plants.

“Colour at Christmas 
time,” said Belgian owner 
Luc Lombaert, of the 
plant’s attraction. “It’s not 
very colourful outside, 
and it’s a terrific splash of 
colour for indoors. It lasts 
a long, long time. With 
reasonable care, a little 
bit of water, and a little bit 
of light, they will go on for 
months.”

Native to ancient Mexico 
– and used by the Aztecs 
for many things, includ-
ing as a medicine and a 
dye – the poinsettia was 
first introduced to North 
America by the first U.S. 
ambassador to Mexico, 
Joel Roberts Poinsett, in 
the 1800s. The plant was 
later renamed after him 
by an American horticul-
turalist when it started 
gaining in popularity.

“Red, white and pink 
are your basic, original 
colours,” said Lombaert. 
“There are many more 
varieties. They’re intro-
ducing new ones every 
year: marble, jingle 
bells, white glitter. I 
don’t think there is such 
a thing as the best one. 
They all have their own 
characteristics and flow-
ering times.”

“Super colour, floral 
and seasonal,” said Chris 
Fournier of Kitchener of 
what draws him to buy 
the plants for his home. 
“We just renovated an 
old downtown house, and 
so I find that flowers are 
probably the cheapest 
way to buff a place up. 
Normally once a week 

The popularity of poinsettias
Christmas plant is the number one hot seller of the season

we go to the Farmers’ 
Market and pick up flow-
ers, but obviously for 
Christmas, poinsettias 
make sense.”

Seasonal changes are the 
reason the poinsettia was 
chosen as the Christmas 
plant, Lombaert said.

“It’s a photosensitive 
plant, which means that 
the short day length 
initiates the flower 
production,” he said. 
“Because it flowers this 
time of year, that’s why 

it’s used at Christmas.”
Native to warm cli-

mates, the plant needs to 
be kept at room tempera-
ture and given daylight to 
survive.

“Get it out of the bag 
as soon as possible,” he 
warned buyers. “Do not 
leave it sitting in an un-
heated car; do not leave 
it sitting in a bag in the 
closet. Twenty-four hours 
in the bag would be the 
maximum.

“Get it unwrapped, keep 

it at room temperature, 
in a bright window. It 
doesn’t need direct sun, 
although that would not 
hurt. Let the surface of 
the soil dry and then give 
it a good watering. Do 
not let the plant wilt, do 
not let the leaves start to 
droop because if you do 
even one time, the leaves 
will fall off.”

Each year, demand is for 
larger and larger plants, 
Lombaert said.

“But the most popular 

is the six-inch red,” he 
said. “Red is still the 
most popular. I would say 
it’s probably about 50-50. 
Fifty per cent of what we 
sell is red, the other fifty 
is a combination of all the 
other colours and variet-
ies we sell.”

A good gardener may 
be able to make the plant 
last several years, but he 
said it takes a lot of work 
and the effort is not worth-
while for most people.

One caveat he has is that 

people should not believe 
everything they hear 
about poinsettias.

“They’re not poisonous 
– that is a rumour that has 
been circulating for many 
years,” he said. “Some 
people may be allergic, but 
I’ve never heard of anyone 
having a reaction. You 
could basically make a 
salad from the leaves, and 
it’s not going to hurt you. 
I don’t know what they 
taste like and I wouldn’t 
recommend it to anyone.”

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

TO THE POINT Originally used for many purposes in Mexico, the poinsettia has become symbolic of Christmas in North America. Now available in a wide range of colours, red is 
still the most popular version of the plant, says Belgian Nursery’s Luc Lombaert. The traditional red makes up about half of the Breslau-area nursery’s poinsettia sales.
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ST. JACOBS ELMIRA

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.*

1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Black Forest Hams -Whole, Half or Mini......$3.29 lb.

Breakfast Sausage.................................$3.19 lb.

Eye of Round Roasts..............................$3.49 lb.

Whole Bone-In Hams.............................$1.79 lb.

Kolbassa............................................$3.39 lb.

Medium Cheddar..................................$5.99 lb.

Happy Holidays!

Stone Crock Bakery 1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

Closing early on Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1

*Closing early on Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1

Let us do your last minute holiday 

 with all the best ingredients
(519) 664-3612

baking:
pies, cakes, specialty breads, cookies,

pastries, quiche and more...
made

Call in your order today! 

Company’s Coming!

Christmas Specials:

59 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521
1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286

Restaurant &
Catering

HOLIDAY HOURS:
•Dec. 24 - closing early at 3 p.m.
•Dec. 25 - CLOSED
•Dec. 26 & Jan. 1 - Open 11 a.m.- 8:30 p.m.

(Brunch from 11-3, Dinner Buffet 4 to closing)

HOLIDAY HOURS:
•Dec. 24 - closing early at 3 p.m.

•Dec. 25 & 26 -CLOSED
•Dec. 31 - Open 4 p.m. -1 a.m.

Jan. 1 & 2 - CLOSED

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Take a Breather
Monday & Tuesday 5pm -7pm

Continues for a limited time...

Includes soup, our famous
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

Restaurant & Inn
1430 King Street North, St. Jacobs 

(519) 664-3731

Evening Buffet ...$11.99
(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

elebrate!C
 Watch for other in-store specials - Dec. 29 to Jan. 3

Specials in effect

15 to 27
December

Benjamin’s hosts a special
four course dinner menu.

Make your reservation today.

New Year’s Eve

Closing early on Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1



28    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • THE OBSERVER HOLIDAY EDITION • DECEMBER 24, 2003 DECEMBER 24, 2003 • THE OBSERVER HOLIDAY EDITION • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  29

112 ORIOLE PKWY,
(BIRDLAND PLAZA) 
ELMIRA 
TEL: 669-8234

We hope that your Christmas is the
most joyful & picturesque yet.

Sincere thanks and well wishes go out to
all of our good friends and neighbours.

2080 Northfield Dr. E., Elmira • 669-1616

Have a 
great 

holiday!

21 Arthur St. S. 
ELMIRA

669-1641
rwaters@waters-hastings.on.ca

A very fractured fairytale
Cinderella will never be the same as Petty production gets “Farquharson-ized”

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

G
iven free rein 
in his roles 
as father to 
both Cinder-
ella and her 

charming prince, iconic 
performer Don Har-
ron opted to Charlie 
Farquharson-ize his 
interpretation – a 
p e r - fect element 

in a fairytale 
turned 

on its ear.
Harron plays both Bar-

on Hardup, Cinderella’s 
dad, and the king over-
seeing Pumpkinville, the 
setting for Ross Petty’s 
latest fractured fairytale, 
Cinderella, the Sparkling 

Family Musical. 
Currently onstage 
at Toronto’s 
Elgin The-
atre, the 
production 
moves to 
Kitchener’s 

Centre in 

the Square Jan. 2-4.
“The king simply 

speaks nonsense,” Har-
ron said in telephone 
interview from Toronto. 
“It’s a whole lot of fun.”

The older members of 
the audience, in par-
ticular, enjoy his (and 
Charlie’s) take on the sto-
ry, he explained, adding 
that the physical comedy 
in the show appeals to 
the kids. 

“I’m for mom and dad 
– I’m a relic of the past,” 
said the veteran actor, 
whose next birthday will 

be his 80th. “They’re my 
bunch; they’re my 

audience.”
The show ap-
peals to all 

ages in the 
a u d i e n c e 

b e c au s e 
t h e r e ’s 
s o m e -
t h i n g 
f o r 
every-

one, he said. Taking on 
Charlie’s approach and 
injecting some topical 
humour into Cinderella 
plants him squarely in 
the older audience camp 
– he’s been performing 
for 68 years and is par-
ticularly well known to 
older generations.

Lapsing in his alter-ego 
– “George Bush can’t be 
a moron because he only 
has one wife, and he don’t 
live in Salt Lake City” 
– Harron noted that wear-
ing the mask of Charlie 
Farquharson lets him get 
away with saying things 
he otherwise couldn’t.

The farcical nature 
of this Cinderella lends 
itself to that approach, 
perhaps explaining why 
Petty dons a wig and 
dress to appear as the 
title character’s wicked 
stepmother, Prunella 
Depraved.

“I’m afraid I’ve done the 
drag thing once again,” 
he laughed during a 
recent interview. Petty 
also donned a dress to 
play the evil stepmother 
in his fractured version 
of Snow White.

“I’ve created some sort 
of alter-ego in playing 
the villain,” he said of 

his roles in the produc-
tions, explaining he 
seems to have the right 
kind of repartee with 
the audience – in the 
English pantomime 
style, audience members 
are encouraged to par-
ticipate, to shout out, boo 
and hiss the villain.

That element is an add-
ed bonus for kids, who 
are generally told to keep 
quiet and sit still when 
they’re out at a function 
or other types of perfor-
mances.

“They come to our show 
and we just want them 
to yell and scream. They 
have carte blanche to do 
whatever to cause any 
turmoil and ruckus so 
we, as actors, can feed 
off of that. It’s a unique 
entertainment in that 
regard,” said Petty.

“I’ve so many parents 
who say to me ‘my child 
is three, do you think 
he’ll be able to sit through 
two hours and fifteen 
minutes of this 
stuff?’ I [tell them] 
I’ve never heard 
anybody complain 
about their kids not 
being able to sit 
still, because 
they’re not 

asked to sit still – if they 
want to get up and run 
up and down the aisle, let 
them.”

Ironically, however, 
in the eight years that 
he’s been running these 
shows under his own 
production banner – hav-
ing been introduced to 
the genre some 20 years 
ago as a performer, along 
with his wife Karen Kain 
– he sees more adults 
than children out at the 
Elgin Theatre shows. 
He’s curious to see just 
what kind of response 
the show will get in this 
area when it moves to 
Kitchener.

Cinderella will be per-
formed Jan. 2 (7 p.m.), 
Jan. 3 (2 and 7 p.m.) and 
Jan. 4 (2 p.m.). Tickets 
are $29-$49 ($25 for kids 
under 12), available at 
the Centre in the Square 
box office in Kitchener 
by calling 578-1570 or 
1-800-265-8977; online at 

Win
A family 4-Pack 
to see Cinderella

SKILL-TESTING QUESTION:
What long-running character 

is Don Harron’s alter-ego?
Drop off or email answer with name and phone number to the 

Observer. A Draw will be made on Monday Dec. 29.
 Performance is on January 3, 2004. Two prize packs available.

SWEPT UP 
Jennifer Gould 
is Cinderella 
and Adam 
Brazier her 
charming prince 
in Cinderella, the 
Sparkling Family 
Musical. 
Far right: Erin 
Davis, Don Harron 
and a bewigged 
Ross Petty “help” 
the couple along.
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The holidays are a time for celebrating special joys, 
like the continued loyalty of customers like you.

Nothing is more important to us than the trust and 
confi dence you placed in us this year. As the holidays 
approach, we extend our thanks for this special gift.

It’s been a pleasure to serve you.          

Season’s 
   Greetings

ELMIRA SERVICE CENTRE
16 Church St. E., ELMIRA  669-8502

Wishing  youthe season’s 
best!

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

the Babies of 2003
Showcase your 

new arrival
in a special delivery 
on January 3, 2004.

$2000
+ GST

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 3 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

SUBMIT TO OUR OFFICES OR VIA E-MAIL BEFORE DEC. 31, 2003

ONLY

This feature is open to all proud 
parents, grand parents, or friends 

of little ones born in 2003.

CHRISTMAS TREATS Jennifer 
Metzger was among the servers handing 
out dessert to the kids, including Emily 
Albrecht, after dinner was done.

PLEASE, SIR, MAY I HAVE 
SOME MORE Volunteers dish out 
potatoes to go with the turkey on 
Jake Aams’ plate.

J O H N  M A H O O D  S C H O O L’ S  
C H R I S T M A S  D I N N E R

PHOTOS BY 
CASEY LESSARD

KID’S FEAST 
Enjoying a turkey 
dinner on the last 
day of school at John 
Mahood PS were 
students George 
Tobey (who wore 
a suit to dinner), 
Joey Kittel, Connor 
Graham, and Angus 
Docherty.

SURPRISE VISIT Santa surprised the kids, bringing 
candy canes to the ‘nice’ ones.  Zachary Wigglesworth 
was happy to fi nd he was on the ‘nice’ list.
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NOW THAT I HAVE 
KIDNAPPED SANTA 
CLAUS, THE OBSERVER 
CHRISTMAS ISSUE 
WILL HAVE TO BE 
CANCELLED AND I, 
THE MEDIOCRE JOUR-
NALIST, CAN REIGN 
WITH MY SHODDY 
LOCAL COVERAGE!

SENSING DANGER, 
THE ENIGMATIC 
PUBLISHER USES 
HIS MENTAL POW-
ERS TO SUMMON

INTO ACTION...

QUICKLY,
OBSERVERS, 
JOURNALISM 

MUST BE
PROTECTED!

PRODUCTION MANAGER, 
WITH HIS INFINITE 
CAPACITY TO CREATE...

THE EDITOR, METING OUT 
SOLID JOURNALISM AND 
C.P.-STYLED JUSTICE!

THE REPORT-
ER TWINS, 

EYES & EARS 
OF TRUTH!

REPORTER TWINS POWERS
ACTIVATE; SHAPE OF A CAMERA 

TO SEE ALL... SHAPE OF AN AUDIO 
RECORDER TO HEAR ALL!

THE PRODUCTON 
MONKEY-BOT 

9000, SIDEKICK
& CREATOR OF 

IMAGES...

SALES MANAGER, 
BRINGING THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY TO BACK 
OUR HEROES!

OBSERVERS, 
SAVE SANTA 
CLAUS!

THANK YOU OBSERVERS, 
TRUE AND JUST JOUR-
NALISM REIGNS AGAIN 
& CHRISTMAS IS SAVED! THE END. HAPPY HOLIDAYS

FROM ALL OF US AT

WOOLWICH OBSERVER!
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105 - 109 Erb Street West, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 1T4
tel:(519) 883-1844  fax:(519) 883-1845

WEIR & FEDY
Barristers & Solicitors

“And I do come home at Christmas. 
We all do, or we all should. We 

all come home, or ought to come 
home, for a short holiday — the 

longer, the better — from the great 
boarding-school, where we are 

forever working at our arithmetical 
slates, to take, and give a rest.”

— CHARLES DICKENS, A CHRISTMAS TREE

Happy holidays to our friends. 
Your business is deeply appreciated.

��������������������
����������������
������������������

21 Industrial Dr.
ELMIRA

669-2884LTD.

On the occasion of our
  Saviour’s birth,

We at Martin’s would like
  to wish you a

Safe & Happy holiday
  season.

95 Southfield Dr  • (519) 669-1842

ROLAN INC.
ELECTRIC MOTOR • Sales & Repair

For unto us
a child is born,
unto us
a son is given.
Isaiah 9:15
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
MAY ALL 

YOUR
HOLIDAY 
DREAMS 

COME TRUE!
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Behold the 
Christmas 

Spirit!
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STOCK UP ON

CHEER!
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Peter A. Both • (519) 699-4165

HAWKESVILLE
AUTO
BODYLtd.

Catch the Spirit
In a grand tradition, we offer our thanks and

warm wishes for a joyous holiday season.

Serving you for 26 years

“Let there be peace on 
earth, the peace 

that was meant to be.”
A U M A N  P R I N T I N G

4 Herbert Street, Elmira, Ontario  669-2540

Martin Mills Inc.
P.O. Box 130
Elmira, Ontario  N3B 3A2
Tel. (519) 669-5171
Fax (519) 669-5982
http://www.martinmills.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES ALL

THE TRIMMINGS OF A SPECTACULAR SEASON.
MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

“... for we have 
seen his star in 
the east, and 
are come to 
worship him.”

Matthew 2:2

Dwayne Freeman • Wallenstein, ON • 519-669-4788

HO-HO-HO
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RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario • (519) 698-9930

May your 
Christmas 
be filled 
with the 
blessings 
of His love.

Fresh & Frozen Poultry Products
Custom Killing & Packaging - Government Inspected

PAUL MARTIN
Proprietor
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3 Elora St. S, Alma
www.buehlerauto.com
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SEASON’S GREETINGS
From all the staff at:

T
he deco-
rated tree; 
stockings filled 
with goodies; 
Santa Claus 

with his sleigh and rein-
deer; Rudolph; mistletoe 
– all are readily identifi-
able with Christmas as 
we know it today. They’re 
so much a part of the 
yuletide season, we tend 
to think of them as time-
less, as old perhaps as 
Christmas itself – that 
is, the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

When Irving Berlin 
penned – and Bing Crosby 
crooned –  “I’m dreaming 
of a white Christmas just 
like the ones I used to 
know …,” he wasn’t reach-
ing too far back in time, 
however.

The fact is that most of 
what we consider part 
of Christmas is of recent 
origin, with most of the 
traditions tied to old – in 
some cases ancient – pa-
gan traditions. Even the 
Dec. 25 date for Christ’s 
birth is likely more 
inventive than reality 
– many academics place 
his birth sometime in 
September.

So, how did we get from 
a manger in Bethlehem 
some 2000 years ago to 
a right jolly elf climbing 
down the chimney … not 
to mention the frenzied 
shopping that December 
brings?

In books such as The 
Battle for Christmas, by 
University of Massachu-
setts professor Stephen 
Nissenbaum and The Win-

ter Solstice: The Sacred 
Traditions of Christmas, 
by Celtic folklorist John 
Matthews, we discover 
a long and winding road 
full of compromises.

At the crux of many of 
the traditions we enjoy 
today were attempts by 
the church over the years 
to woo members by incor-
porating pagan rituals 
into official celebrations 
and functions – the tim-
ing of Christmas, for 
instance, is timed to 
ancient festivities and 
ceremonies marking the 
winter solstice. The ar-
rival of the shortest day  
– in northern societies 
– and the lengthening of 
the days thereafter is re-
sponsible for such staples 
as the Christmas tree, 
candles and bell ringing.

Decorating evergreen 
trees at Christmas, for 
example, was certainly 
not originally a Chris-
tian concept, argues 
Matthews. The idea 
of decorating trees at 
the time of the winter 
solstice was at one time 
highly frowned upon 
by the Christians as a 
pagan activity. Early 
Roman households 
would decorate trees 
during the Kalends of 
January, to celebrate 
the new year. It is likely 
that the tradition dates 
back to well before the 
birth of Christ, for any 
culture that experienced 
winter undoubtedly 
saw the evergreen as a 
symbol of life, rebirth, 
and hope. Knowing 

these trees managed to 
survive and stay green 
all winter brought the 
promise of the return 
of the sun and thus the 
warmth of the summer 
season. Christians did 
not largely adopt the tree 
as a symbol of Christmas 
until well into the 19th 
century.

Similarly, the ori-
gins of the symbols of 
Santa Claus, mistletoe, 
candles, gift giving, and 
sacrifice date back to far 
before the Christian era, 
he notes.

In Rome, the Winter 
Solstice was celebrated 
many years before the 
birth of Christ. The Ro-
mans called their winter 
holiday Saturnalia, hon-
oring Saturn, the God of 
Agriculture. In January, 
they observed the Ka-
lends, which represented 
the triumph of life over 
death. This whole season 
was called Dies Natalis 
Invicti Solis, the Birth-
day of the Unconquered 
Sun. The festival season 
was marked by much 
merrymaking. It is in 
ancient Rome that the 
tradition of the Mummers 
was born. The Mummers 
were groups of costumed 
singers and dancers who 
traveled from house to 
house entertaining their 
neighbors. From this, 
the Christmas tradition 
of caroling was born. 

In northern Europe, 
many other traditions 
that we now consider 
part of Christian wor-
ship were begun long 

before the participants 
had ever heard of Christ. 
The pagans of northern 
Europe celebrated their 
own winter solstice, 
known as Yule. Yule was 
symbolic of the pagan 
sun god, Mithras, being 
born, and was observed 
on the shortest day of 
the year. As the sun god 
grew and matured, the 
days became longer and 
warmer. It was custom-
ary to light a candle to 
encourage Mithras, and 
the sun, to reappear next 
year. 

Huge Yule logs were 
burned in honor of the 
sun. The word Yule it-
self means “wheel,” the 
wheel being a pagan sym-
bol for the sun. Mistletoe 
was considered a sacred 
plant, and the custom of 
kissing under the mistle-
toe began as a fertility 
ritual. Hollyberries were 
thought to be a food of the 
gods. 

The tree is the one sym-
bol that unites almost 
all the northern Euro-
pean winter solstices. 
Live evergreen trees 
were often brought into 
homes during the harsh 
winters as a reminder 
to inhabitants that soon 
their crops would grow 
again. Evergreen boughs 
were sometimes carried 
as totems of good luck 
and were often present at 
weddings, representing 
fertility. The Druids used 
the tree as a religious 
symbol, holding their 
sacred ceremonies while 
surrounding and wor-

shipping huge trees.

Bell ringing
The ringing of bells 

at Christmastime is a 
holdover from pagan 
mid-winter celebrations. 
When the earth was cold 
and the sun was dying, 
evil spirits were very 
powerful. One of the 
ways to drive them off 
was by making a great 
deal of noise. As making 
a great deal of noise was 
also rather fun, the noise- 
making ceremonies were 
entered into with much 
good will. Bells were a 
very useful part of this, 
you could play a bell and 
shout or sing at the same 
time. Today the church 
bells ring throughout the 
world on Christmas Eve, 
not to drive evil spirits 
away, but to welcome in 
the spirit of Christmas 
with a joyful noise. In 
Scandinavia, bells signal 
the end of work and the 
beginning of festivity. In 
England, the tolling of 
Devil’s Knell welcomes 
the birth of Christ.

Candles
Light was an important 

part of the pagan midwin-
ter festivities, since this 
was the time when the 
sun ceased to wane and 
began to grow stronger 
and brighter. In imita-
tion of sunlight, candles 
and bonfires helped to 
drive away the forces of 
cold and darkness. Wax 
tapers were given as 
gifts at the Roman festi-
val of Saturnalia. To the 

Christian community, 
the lighting of candles 
took on the additional 
symbolic significance 
of Jesus as the Light of 
the World. Christmas 
candles are made in 
all shapes, colours and 
sizes and are very often 
scented as balsam and 
evergreen. The beautiful 
idea of Christmas candles 
shining from windows is 
a custom still practiced 
in Europe. In Sweden, 
St. Lucy appears wear-
ing a crown of candles. 
In Victorian England, 
tradesmen made annual 
gifts of candles to their 
loyal customers. In many 
parts of the world, the 
Advent candles reflect 
the dawning season and 
remind us of the com-
ing Light. The addition 
of lighted candles to the 
paradise tree marked 
the birth of our most 
beloved Christmas tree. 
The Christmas candle, 
with its brightness, 
sacredness and sense 
of well-being, is an in-
dispensable part of the 
Christmas season. 

Christmas cards
The practice of send-

ing Christmas greeting 
cards to friends was 
initiated by Sir Henry 
Cole in England. The 
year was 1843 and the 
first card was designed 
by J.C. Horsley. It was 
commercial – 1,000 cop-
ies were sold in London. 
An English artist, Wil-
liam Egley, produced a 

The origins of Christmas
What we take as holiday traditions is really a hodge-podge of different events and beliefs through the ages

 See IN THE Page 35
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19 Arthur St. N. (519) 669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Elmira Denture Clinic
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira  669-1535

and Highland Rd., Kitchener  744-9770

Season’s 
Greetings.
Wishing you and yours

all the best for the
holiday season.

48 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-1546

Come see us at our new location!

Because you’ve been good, we’re 
sending our very best wishes for a 

season that’s merry and bright!

HOW DO WE KNOW?
Just look at the joy you’ve brought 

to us. MERRY CHRISTMAS!

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

B
arrett Cress-
man grabs 
a saw, and 
follows his 
parents and 

sister Sauvé to the north 
lot of the Benjamin Tree 
Farm. The family has 
been coming here for 
years to pick up their 
Christmas tree, and this 
year they’re looking for 
something different. 
Benjamin owner Heather 
Demaiter tells them they 
might find what they’re 
looking for beyond the 
horse farm across the 
road from the main store 
property.

There, the family splits 
up into men and women 
– Barrett, 22, and dad 

Finding the perfect tree
Many families make stop at local tree farm a must-do part of their Christmas plans

Mark Cressman go their 
way, while Sauvé, 15, and 
mom Simone Peta go an-
other. Before separating, 
they find a promising 
prospect, but the women 
think there might be a 
better one. Their trek is 
fruitful, and dad is sum-
moned. Back and forth, 
the parents compare the 
two, and decide the first 
choice is the best.

Barrett gets out a plas-
tic garbage bag to protect 
his knees from getting 
wet, and starts looking 
for the trunk. He cuts it 
down, and the men haul 
it across the road to pay 
their bill.

“I want a fresh tree;” 
dad said, “that’s why we 
come here. It’s always a 
family fun time to come 
and select a tree. We 

don’t always get the same 
kind of tree. We’re kind 
of working on whatever 
we agree on.”

Demaiter greets the 
family upon their return, 
and shakes the tree free 
of any loose needles or 
snow. She wraps it up 
and the kids put it in the 
family pickup.

“We’re missing a couple 
today,” dad said, “but we 
always come as a family. 
Always look around and 
try to find the best tree.”

Individual opinions 
about what the best tree 
is differ with each cus-
tomer.

“I had one woman say 
she grew up with Scotch 
pine,” Demaiter said, 
“so that’s her memory of 
a Christmas tree. Some 
people are just looking 

for size, so they’re going 
to go for the tallest tree I 
have. People change, too, 
from year to year. They 
might try spruce, balsam 
fir. Some families, it’s 
the dad’s turn to pick 
this year, it’s the mom’s 
turn.”

Customers have their 
pick of 70,000 trees – with 
50 acres on the south side 
and 40 acres on the north. 
They plant 8,000 a year, 
with some dying off in 
the eight years on site.

“We plant them as seed-
lings or transplants that 
are three or four years 
old. The trees we culti-
vate, most of them are 12 
years old.”

Real trees have a spe-
cial attraction, instantly 
connecting people with 
Christmas.

“The aroma, the very 
sweet evergreen smell,” 
she said. “That’s one of 
the main attractions of 
a real Christmas tree. 
Also, the whole event 
of going out and pick-
ing it and cutting it, or 
choosing it from the 
greenhouse. The dynam-
ics of a family sitting and 
saying, ‘which one do 
you like?  Big, small, fat, 
large, thin.”

Demaiter said she sees 
some families return 
year after year, meeting 
as a group at a scheduled 
time.

“Last Sunday morning, 
we had this one group 
that every year they’re 
here at 9 a.m., and there’s 
like six families. It’s a 
tradition they’ve built 
into their calendar of 

events.”
Pat Beckett, who works 

in Cambridge, moved her 
family from Elmira to 
Toronto so her daughter 
could attend the National 
Ballet School. She returns 
to the area to get her tree, 
also getting one for daugh-
ter Megan’s room.

“We used to come here 
all the time to get our 
Christmas tree,” she 
said. “We miss the area 
so much, we want to come 
up when we can. There’s 
probably tree farms in 
our area, but we like this 
one because they’ve got 
apple cider and gifts.”

For Megan, 15, the trees 
have a straightforward 
attraction.

“I like the smell of 
them,” she said, “and 
they’re pretty.”

T A K I N G 
CHRISTMAS 
HOME LEFT: 
The family 
hauls the tree 
back to the 
store, where 
owner Heather 
D e m a i t e r 
wraps it up 
(right).

M A K I N G 
A CHOICE  
ABOVE: The 
Cressmans look 
for a tree at the 
Benjamin Tree 
Farm southwest 
of St. Jacobs.  
LEFT: Simone 
Peta and Sauvé 
C r e s s m a n 
consider a tree, 
but it’s not quite 
what they want.

G O I N G 
T H R O U G H 
WITH IT 
LEFT: Mark 
and Barrett 
C r e s s m a n 
examine the 
e v e n t u a l 
f a m i l y 
C h r i s t m a s 
tree, before 
Barrett cuts it 
down (right).

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD 
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Wishes all of our 
valued customers, 

suppliers, subtrades 
and friends a most 
blessed Christmas 

season.

19 FIRST STREET EAST, ELMIRA
TEL: 669-8511

C.J.
BRUBACHER 

LTD.
TEL: 669-3362

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Season’s 
Greet ings
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popular card in 1849. 
Louis Prang, a German-
born printer, working 
from his shop in Rox-
bury, Massachusetts, 
printed the first Ameri-
can cards in 1875. Even 
more important than his 
printing was the fact that 
he did more than anyone 
else to popularize the 
cards by instituting na-
tionwide contests for the 
best Christmas designs, 
which were awarded 
cash prizes. From the 
beginning the themes 
have been as varied as 
the Christmas customs 
worldwide. Creation of 
the “penny post” by the 
British postal system 
made it inexpensive to 
correspond with large 
numbers of friends.

  
Christmas tree  

The custom of a Christ-
mas tree, undecorated, is 
believed to have begun in 
Germany, in the first half 
of the 700’s. The earliest 
story relates how British 
monk and missionary St. 
Boniface was preaching 
a sermon on the Nativity 
to a tribe of Germanic 
Druids outside the town 
of Geismar. To convince 
the idolaters that the oak 
tree was not sacred and 
inviolable, the “Apostle 
of Germany” felled one 
on the spot. Toppling, it 
crushed every shrub in 
its path except for a small 
fir sapling. A chance 
event can lend itself to 
numerous interpreta-
tions, and legend has it 
that Boniface, attempting 
to win converts, inter-
preted the fir’s survival 
as a miracle, concluding, 
“Let this be called the 
tree of the Christ Child.” 
Subsequent Christmases 
in Germany were cel-
ebrated by planting fir 
saplings.  

The history of the mod-
ern Christmas tree goes 
back to 16th century Ger-
many. In Alsace (Elsass), 
an edict dated 1561 states 
that, “no burgher shall 
have for Christmas more 
than one bush of more 
than eight shoes’ length.” 
The decorations hung on 
a tree in that time, the 
earliest we have evi-
dence of, were “roses cut 
of many-colored paper, 
apples, wafers, gilt, sug-
ar.” Around Strasbourg 
there was a widespread 
practice of bringing trees 
(evergreens, not neces-
sarily a fir tree) into 
houses for decoration 
during Christmastide.  

The modern custom is 
also connected with the 
Paradise tree hung with 
apples, present in the 
medieval religious plays. 
The decorations could 
symbolize the Christian 
host. Instead of trees, 

various wooden pyrami-
dal structures were also 
used. In 17th century the 
Christmas tree spread 
through Germany and 
Scandinavia. Eventually 
the tree was extensively 
decorated, first with 
candles and candies, 
then with apples and con-
fections, later with any 
glittering mass-produced 
paraphernalia.  

The success of the 
Christmas tree in Prot-
estant countries was 
enhanced by the legend 
that attributed the tradi-
tion to Martin Luther 
himself. It is a widely 
held belief that Martin 
Luther first added lit 
candles to a tree. Walk-
ing toward his home one 
winter evening, compos-
ing a sermon, he was 
awed by the brilliance of 
stars twinkling amidst 
evergreens. To recap-
ture the scene for his 
family, he erected a tree 
in the main room and 
wired its branches with 
lit candles. In England 
the tradition was made 
popular by the German 
Prince Albert, husband 
of Queen Victoria. The 
German immigrants 
brought the Christmas 
tree to America in the 
17th century. Public 
outdoor Christmas trees 
with electric candles 
were introduced in Fin-
land in 1906, and in the 
U.S. (New York) in 1912. 

Holly
Holly is a familiar 

green shrub, usually 
thought of as having red 
berries and dark glossy 
green leaves with thorny 
tips, although there are 
many other varieties. 
The bright colors of the 
holly made it a natural 
symbol of rebirth and 
life in the winter white-
ness of northern Europe. 
In late December, the 
Teutonic peoples tradi-
tionally placed holly and 
other evergreens around 
the interior of dwellings 
to ward off winter bad 
weather and unwanted 
spirits. Holly flourishes 
in almost every kind of 
soil and extreme tempera-
tures, but does not do well 
in the shade. The berries 
are poisonous to human 
beings. Traditionally in 
England, the prickly hol-
ly is called  “he” and the 
non-prickly “she.” Which 
type of holly first brought 
into the house at Christ-
mas determines who will 
rule the household for the 
coming year.

  Mistletoe
Mistletoe was sacred 

to ancient druids, con-
sidered a symbol of 
eternal life the same 
way as Christmas trees. 
The Romans valued it 

as a symbol of peace and 
this eventually led to its 
acceptance among Christ-
mas props. Kissing under 
mistletoe was a Roman 
custom, too. The Celts be-
lieved that mistletoe was 
a powerful charm against 
lightning, thunder and 
other scary things. The 
Norse thought the plant 
was a symbol of peace. 
Warriors who met under 
the green leaves would 
not fight and warring 
couples would  “kiss and 
make up.”

Santa Claus
Santa Claus, easily one of 

the world’s most popular 
characters, also is one of 
the most mysterious. We 
know he lives at the North 
Pole with Mrs. Claus, 
and we know he and 
his elves load the sleigh 
each Christmas Eve for a 
marathon trip around the 
world, but little is known 
about his past. 

Some historians believe 
the legend started in the 
fourth century, when 
Nicholas, the first Bishop 
of Myra in Asia Minor 
(modern-day Turkey), 
became known for his 
kindness to children and 
for his help to the needy. 

As recently as 65 years 
ago, Santa Claus literally 
was a character of many 
dimensions. In numer-
ous artistic renditions, 
Santa has been depicted 
as everything from a 
pixie to a leprechaun, 
sometimes even a fright-
ening gnome. 

The version of Santa 
Claus we all appreciate 
today stems from Clement 
Clark Moore’s An Account 
of a Visit from St. Nicho-
las, the famous poem that 
begins “T’was the night 
before Christmas …”

Describing Santa as a 
jolly old elf with a belly 
that shook like a bowl full 
of jelly, Moore created an 
image that was eventual-
ly translated into visual 
form by Harper’s Weekly 
illustrator Thomas Nast 
and, later, by artist Had-
don Sundblom.

Sundblom was commis-
sioned by the Coca-Cola 
Company to transform 
Santa Claus into a totally 
human, merry gentleman 
— with rosy, red cheeks 
and a handsome, white 
beard. 

Popularly known as the 
“Sundblom Santas,” the 
series of Santa Claus oil 
paintings was used for a 
number of special Christ-
mas advertisements for 
Coca-Cola, beginning 
in 1931 and carrying 
through the next six de-
cades. Haddon Sundblom 
died in 1976, but the Com-
pany continues to display 
the Santa images in its 
holiday advertising and 
packaging.

In the beginning
Continued from page 33
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Available in a variety of sizes & delivered right to your door.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Which type of love does Santa Claus embody

EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Q.  Instead of just “dreaming 
of a white Christmas,” why 
not go to where it’s a surefire 
thing?  So, where?

A.  Paradise Lodge at 
an elevation of 5,000 feet 
on the south slope of Mt. 
Rainier in Washington 
State would be a good bet, 
with 100% chance of snow 
on the ground and near-
100% of a fresh fall, if not a 
snowstorm on Christmas, 
says meteorology Profes-
sor Steven Businger of 
the University of Hawaii.  
“This is the location of 
the current record annual 
snowfall for planet Earth.”

More generally, you might 
travel to a west-facing high 
mountain slope.

From many locations, 
going northward into 
Canada, or Alaska, or 
far northern Europe, or 
Siberia will dramatically 
brighten your whitening 

prospects, says Gary Les-
sor of Connecticut State.  
“But depending on the par-
ticular year, unless you go 
to a high latitude high 
mountaintop (above the 
‘snow line’) what seems 
like a sure thing may end 
up a very cold rain.”  Still, 
it would take a blizzard 
of bad luck to miss with 
Quebec City, Thunder Bay, 
Yellowknife or Iqaluit, all 
listed by Environment 
Canada at 100% chance of 
a snow cover.  The same 
for Bettles, Alaska, says 
the National Climatic Data 
Center’s “Probability of a 
White Christmas.” In fact, 
Bettles is at 100% even in 
the 10-inches category.

So ho-ho-ho as you merri-
ly peruse the snow charts.  
But if you don’t like your 
hometown chances and 
don’t want to travel far, 
go to a nearby ski resort 

and watch their “cannon” 
shoot out a fine water 
spray to produce snow, 
says Roger Highfield in 
The Physics of Christmas.  
But this alone won’t do:  Ice 
crystals won’t just crystal-
ize in thin air but must be 
“seeded.”  Lacking floating 
atmospheric dust, “the 
snow-makers use harmless 
bacteria for the job. The 
resulting snow is not as 
good as the real thing, and 
tends to be lumpy.” But it’s 
the right color and there on 
demand.  

Taking this idea to the 
extreme, Highfield notes a 
scheme by severe-weather 

expert Allen Riordan that 
has the U.S. and Canadian 
governments heightening 
the Canadian Rockies to 
re-route the “Santa Claus 
flow” – a Siberian cold air 
mass – over New England 
to meet a warm moist low-
pressure system coming 
off the Gulf Stream.  Also 
part of the recipe is the ic-
ing of Hudson Bay a week 
before Christmas, as cold 
air generator, then the 
U.S. Navy setting off mas-
sive explosions to create 
“fireballs large enough to 
heat the air column and 
get a low-pressure system 
started.” Now with col-

liding warm and cold air 
masses, “your winter won-
derland might go by itself 
... the warm air heading 
northward ... the cold air 
pushing south under it, 
and snow underfoot from 
Georgia to New Jersey by 
Christmas morning,” said 
Riordan.
Q.  Of the many different kinds 
of love, which does Santa Claus 
most embody, on this holiday 
so rich in symbolism?

A.  Santa Claus (Father 
Christmas, Pere Noel, etc.) 
represents paternal love to 
children, brotherly love 
to merchants, romantic 
love to Mrs. Claus – in the 
movies about the couple 
– and selfless love (agape) 
to those who seek a deeper 
meaning to Christmas, 
says Stanley Krippner, 
Ph.D., executive faculty 
member of the Saybrook 
Graduate School and Re-

search Center.
“Santa Claus is like a 

Rorschach inkblot; he can 
be many things to many 
people. And this is one 
reason why he has sur-
vived over the centuries, 
in one form or another.” 
His morality (he knows if 
you have been “naughty 
or nice”), his ability to 
sell merchandise to people 
who are moved by the 
“spirit of giving” (whether 
through altruism, guilt or 
manipulation), his con-
nection with Christian 
spirituality (the benevo-
lent Saint Nicholas) and 
pagan spirituality (the 
red-and-white psychedelic 
mushroom custom along 
with the sacred deer from 
shamanic folklore), and 
his industrious, workahol-
ic habits (which make him 
a good husband) provide 
something for everyone.

Attention Linwood Youth! The Elmira Youth Drop-
In Centre’s Gym Night Program is heading your 
way! Thanks to the generous donation given by 
The Linwood and District Lions Club, The Youth 
Centre has been able to offer this Gym Night every 
Tuesday from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. starting Dec. 2, 
for Grade 6 – age 19.   You and your friends are 
invited to come out to Linwood Public School for 
a fun night filled with lots of sports and many 
other physical activities.  Parents and community 
members can take part through volunteering. 
If you are interested in helping out, contact 
Woolwich Community Services or come to 
Linwood Public School on a Tuesday evening. 

Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Mon., 
Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Registration 
continues for the ten week session starting Jan. 
5, 2004. Cost $60. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 664-3794.

Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. 
& thurs., 7:00 p.m. Registration continues for 
the 10-week session starting Jan. 6, 2004. Cost 
$50.00. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

Seniors on the Go – Thurs., 10:45 a.m. (New 
Time). Fitness classes for active seniors 55+. 
Registration continues for the eight week session 
starting Jan. 15, 2004. Cost $18. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 

Gentle Steps Towards Fitness – Tues. 10:30 a.m. 
If you are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fitness 
class, come try this gentle step. Registration 
continues for the nine week session starting 
Jan. 6, 2004. Cost $20.25. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794. 

Gentle Moves – Mon. 7 p.m. A gentle exercise 
class specifically designed for people with 
fibromyalgia & chronic fatigue syndrome.  
Registration continues for the eight week session 
starting Jan. 12, 2004. Cost $20. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 

Better Bones – Wed. 10:30 a.m. An exercise class 
for those with osteoporosis or those wishing to 
decrease the risk of developing osteoporosis. 
Registration continues for the eight week session 
starting Jan. 14, 2004. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794. 

December 24
Alma Community Christmas Eve Service. Alma 
United Church, 7:30 p.m. Choirs from Alma 
United and Alma Presbyterian Churches singing. 
Collecting jars of jam for the food bank. 

December 31 
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 2-4 p.m. 24 
Snyder Ave., Elmira. Party with entertainment 
by “Serenaders.” Please bring your friends and 
introduce them to our programs or just come 
and see for yourself. Please bring treats to share, 
drinks will be supplied. 

New Year’s Eve Party -  Maryhill Knights of 
Columbus. Dinner and dance in Emerald Room. 
D.J. music Dual. $60 per couple (favors included). 
Doors open at 8. Dancing at 9. Tickets 648-3394, 
824-0454. 

January 9
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For 
parents and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Helping 
Control Children’s Temper Tantrum. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 
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FAMILY
ALBUM

$153,900 Waterloo Semi
Lakeshore area, 3 bedroom, 
1,100 sq.ft. bungalow. Fully 
fi nished basement, updated 
interior, fenced yard. Newer a/c. 
No agents.  CALL 746-3752  

WATERLOO — PRIVATE SALE
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Thank You
Merry Christmas

For your friendship, good will and loyalty.
May the happiness and good cheer of the holiday

season be yours throughout the New Year.

Best Wishes for a happy holiday season and a Happy New Year!
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It is with pleasure that we pause from
the usual routine of business to say
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$369,900. Gorgeous country 
setting on over 3 acres. Newer 
bungalow features central vac., 
fi replace, main-fl oor laundry & 
more. Detached garage/workshop. 
MLS. Call Wendy to view.

DRAYTON

$229,900. Immaculate home 
located on quiet crescent features 
great room with gas fi replace off 
kitchen with walkout to patio, main 
fl oor laundry, skylight. MLS. Call 
Wendy to view!

DRAYTONDRAYTON

$252,000. New charming custom 
built home. Open concept with ce-
ramic & hardwood fl oors, whirlpool 
tub, central air, fi replace & more. 
Call Wendy to view this model 
home! MLS

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

HOBBY FARM

$439,000. Over 35 acres with river 
running through. 3+ bedrooms, 
country kitchen, bright sunroom 
addition, fi nished basement, barn, 
drive shed & pole barn, pond. MLS. 
Call Wendy to view.

An Open Christmas Card of Thanks
Jayne and I wish to take this opportunity to personally thank all the different organizations and individuals who
helped us during our time of need. Last February 26, the number of our children went from three to six, with the
arrival of our triplet-girls. Even though we were new members of the Reformed Church in Drayton, the prayers and
support from that community and other churches such as Christian and Canadian Reformed churches, United and
Presbyterian churches from Belwood, Fergus and Elora have been enormous. The Mennonite community from
Listowel, Elmira to Fergus, have sent an army of volunteers, to insure that Jayne would be able to get the rest she
needed. It wasn�t only the delivery of the babies, but she had to have one of her kidneys removed shortly thereafter.
It is wonderful to see Christ�s love coming through in the form of human hands.
We would also like to thank Neighbour-link, the Twin and Triplet Club, and the Public Health Unit and all other indi-
viduals and businesses, far too numerous to mention by name, for time and supplies donated.
Jayne and I want to wish each and everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year filled with the Lord�s
blessings. �..Love your neighbour as yourself.� Matthew 22:37 - 40.

From Bill Top and Family

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629

ENJOY YOUR HOME & HOLIDAY!
We welcome this opportunity to thank all

of our clients at this festive time.

GREAT TWO STOREY home 
w/cathedral ceiling in great room. 
Gas fi replace. Main fl oor powder 
room off spacious main entry. 
Large kit./D.A. with island. 21⁄2 
baths (ensuite). Double garage. 
Located close to downtown. Deep 
lot (165'). Call for details. MLS 
$229,900.

THIS 3 BEDROOM semi would be 
a great starter home. Newer fl oor 
in country kitchen w/walkout to 
fenced yard & deck. Shed. Newer 
carpet in L.R. and on stairs. 
Finished rec. room. Gas heat. 
Windows replaced in '97. Newer 
roof ('97). Quiet street. NEW MLS 
$137,900.

May the spirit of the season  fi ll your heart, and 
your home, and may you and your loved ones enjoy 
the warmth of an old-fashioned christmas. We wish 
you the very best for the new year, and we look 
forward to serving you in the fu ture.

669-5426

4-B Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, N3B 2M5
BERT MARTIN

Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY (II) LTD., REALTOR
Your SOLID GOLD Elmira REMAX con nec tion

24 HOUR PAGER

®

LILA BILLING
Associate Broker

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

100s
of New &

Previously
Viewed Movies

For Sale.

BALLOONS
AND

PARTY
SUPPLIES

112 Oriole Pkwy, ELMIRA - 669-8131

Viewed Movies

NEW YEAR’S!
EVERYTHING YOU

NEED FOR YOUR

NEW YEAR’S PARTY!
(HORNS, BLOWOUTS, TIERAS,

HATS, NOISE MAKERS,

SERPENTINES)

REG HOURS
Mon. - Thurs. 9-9
Fri. & Sat. 9-10

Sun. 11-9

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec 24: 9AM - 6PM • Dec 25: CLOSED

Dec 26: NOON - 6PM • Dec 31: 9AM - 6PM
Jan 1: NOON - 8PM

VHS, DVD,

PSX, PS2,

& XBox In Stock

(Plus PS2 & XBox 

Accessories)

WINTER FUN

RICHARD VIVIAN

THE SNOW IS FINALLY HERE  Floradale’s Ben Greenwood, 14, 
races down the hill beside the old mill, across from Ruggles Road. 
The hill is a common spot for tobogganers.

HAPPY 6TH BIRTHDAY 
CASSANDRA

LOVE MOM, DAD, COLIN AND NICOLE.
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WORDUP
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65 66

67 68

69 70

71 72

ACROSS 
1. Type of  toy horse
3. The beginning of  anything
4. O little town
9. Ball-shaped
10. Getting a horse to stop
11. Job is to sing
12. Musical instrument
14. Ladies can where these in 
church
16. At Chrismas you do this to 
halls
18. One hump mammal at the 
manger
19. Excess bodily weight
20. Common Old World vine
22. Santa’s primary transpo-
ration
23. Reindeer named before Blit-
zen
26. These happen every year
27. Fouth reindeer named in 
song
29. Colour associated with com-
munism
30. Best taken in shots
31. Well wishes for the season
33. She was created from Ad-
am’s rib
34. Great place to snuggle in 
front of  a fi re
35. Everytime you hear it, an 
angel gets its wings
37. Think Valentine’s for this 
reindeer name
39. A wonderful winter past-
time
40. It’s green and everywhere 
you look

42.  Cheaper than sending a 
christmas card
43. A popular place to spend 
Christmas morning
46. When we don’t know the 
words to the song
47. A christmas play
49. Check these before plug-
ging in
51. Stories come in these
52. Miserly christmas icon
53. Fun for Christmas and New 
Year’s
55. Day after Christmas (2wrds)
57. When the turkey is served
59. Kids try to stay this way on 
Christmas eve
61. Jesus was born here
63. Get a kiss with this stuff
64. You do this at least three 
times a day
67. Place to go skating (2wrds)
68. Used in negative phrases, 
esp. after neither
69. They’re hung on your doors
70. It’s burned: Yule ___
71. An inhabitant of  Whoville
72. You’ll fi nd crafts and gifts 
at these
DOWN 
2. The ‘good’ book
3. Christmas trees with long 
needles
4. Another one of  the reindeer
5. Hang these on your eves
6. To shake, and feel the present
7. You do this before ‘la, la, la, 
la, la’
8. At midnight Dec 31 (3wrds)

©2003 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

13. When the bills are all add-
ed up
15. The animating force within 
living things
17. Great after-dinner family 
game
21. Famous Christmas ballet
24. Followed by ‘upon a time’
25. Observer head offi ce locat-
ed here
28. FAnother word for Christ-
mas

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

Thank you to all our clients 
for their support.
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www.vwwaterloo.com
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 Fa... La... La... La... La!

9 Mill Street, Elmira           Ph. (519) 669-5161

We’re offering up a chorus of thanks and a round of good 
cheer for all the kind folks who’ve stopped by this year!

30. The most famous reindeer 
of  all
31. Decorative christmas 
wreaths
32. He once tried to steal Christ-
mas
36. Movement once around a 
course
38. Third reindeer called in fa-
mous poem
40. More of  these given out in 
the holidays

41. Gobble, gobble, gobble
44. Angels have one of  these
45. A great downhill fun time
48. Fairies that are somewhat 
mischievous
50. New Year’s party favour 
(2wrds)
52. Frosty was one of  these
53. The reason for Christmas 
(for some of  us)
54. Period extending from Dec. 
24 to Jan. 6

Christmas

55. These go nicely with ribbon
56. Jesus’ dad
57. When the bills need to be 
paid
58. Great holiday spice
60. Kids dream of  sugar plums 
in here
62. When kids get up Christ-
mas day
65. Used to spice up the turkey
66. The can come devilled or 
boiled
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES EXCAVATION SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

TRAVEL CONTEST

AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-
PRINT OUTPUT AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER

WOOD PRODUCTS

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

WE’RE AT HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
THE OBSERVER OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM

MONDAY DECEMBER 22 TO FRIDAY DECEMBER 26.
THE OFFICE WILL ALSO BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY JANUARY 1, 2004
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