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Local twist on a 
family classic

 See THREE page 4

Wal-Mart 
remains on 
backburner

Culprits knocked holes in walls to gain access to neighbours

 See A PET page 2
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choice for 
Christmas

 See KING/86 page 2

Family looking for Christamas
 gift rescues puppy

Putting the wrap 
on WCS hampers See

page 20

Thieves hit three Elmira businesses
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Every teen wants YD for Christmas. And ev-
ery parent wants to avoid those sleepless nights 
while teens learn to drive collision-free.
Perfect.
Call today for a YD Gift Certificate of any 

value.
And enroll yourself in a free YOUNG   

DRIVERS® co-driver course, too. (Why 
should teens get all the neat gifts?)

Give your teen the Christmas gift that could save a life.

There’s only one YD.

Ask us how 
DriveFit Computer 
Based Training will 
help you pass your 

road test.

73 Arthur St. S. Elmira (WCS)

579-4800MTO
Approved

Beginner Driver 
Training Provider

NEXT 
COURSE:
Dec 29 - 4 days
Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri

9am-4pm

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An Elmira family’s search for a puppy for 
Christmas turned into a struggle to save 
a life. Paul Bannister and Cheryl Gray 
thought an ad in K-W’s The Record for Jack 

Russell puppies looked promising, and went to the 
Mennonite home west of Heidelberg to see them.

“We were looking for a puppy for the little girls for 
Christmas,” Bannister said. “We went out there and 
they had two males and one female, and I saw the 
female and it could hardly walk. They wanted $250, 
which is understandable, and I saw this little one. I 
asked ‘what’s wrong with that,’ and he said, give me 
$25 for it. I questioned that, then he said, ‘I’ll take 
$5.’

“I thought, what’s the matter with it, so I said ‘I’ll 
take it.’ I took it to the vet, and they said you have two 
choices: ‘you can put it down or spend money on it.’”

Putting the dog down, Bannister said, would cost 
$200. Keeping it alive might cost $1,000, his vet told 
him. So far, he’s spent $175 to keep the dog alive.

Money can’t fix the fact that the dog is blind in one 
eye, something Gray noticed right away.

“The eye was discoloured, grey. It looked like it was 
blind in one eye.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Don Schell 
arrived at his 
Arthur Street 
barbershop last 

Friday (Dec. 11), he knew 
instantly something was 
amiss. His was one of three 
businesses broken into dur-
ing the night.

“The cash drawer was closed 
– it’s never closed when I 
leave,” Schell told the Observer 
of what first caught his atten-
tion. Schell, who arrived at 
work at 7:15 a.m., was the first 
to discover the break-ins. “The 
second [indication] was that 
the back door was open and the 
light was on.”

According to Waterloo Re-
gional Police spokesperson 

Olaf Heinzel, sometime over-
night one or more culprits used 
a crowbar and screwdriver to 
force their way into the bar-
bershop, the office of lawyer 
David Teahen and Dreisinger 
Furniture Store. A pair of at-
tempts was also made to enter 
the Sears catalog store, but 
they were unsuccessful.

All the businesses are located 
on the same block of Arthur 

Street, just north of Church 
Street in Elmira.

After prying open a rear door 
to the barbershop, the suspects 
knocked a hole through a rear 
room wall and access was 
gained to a neighbouring hall-
way. From there, a door was 
forced open and access was 
gained to Teahen’s office. 

An attempt was made to 
knock another hole through a 

wall in the lawyer’s office into 
the Sears catalog store, but 
that was unsuccessful.

“They obviously tried to bur-
row their way to Sears but hit 
the brick wall and gave up,” 
said Teahen, who explained 
he learned about the break-
in from his landlord, Harold 
Voisin.

“When I got here … the 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Don’t be looking for any post-
Christmas specials at the 
St. Jacobs Wal-Mart next 
week – or any time soon, for 

that matter. 
Green-lighted by Woolwich council 

at this time last year, the anchor 
store of the King/86 power centre 
was slated to open its doors Jan. 1, 
2004. But stalled negotiations be-
tween developer First Professional 
and Waterloo Region have construc-
tion well off in the future – at the 
heart of the dispute is who should 
pay for required improvements 
to the bridge at Hwy. 85 and King 
Street.

“In essence, it’s about who pays 
for what,” regional commissioner 
Larry Kotseff told the Observer this 
week. “When the approval origi-
nally took place, and the report went 
up to regional council, [the deal] 
was that the proponent would pay 

Dispute with region over 
cost of bridge upgrades 

delays construction

A HANDFUL OF LOVE Cheryl Gray cradles Holly, the Jack Russell Terrier she and Paul 
Bannister bought from a Heidelberg breeder as a gift for their kids. The dog is in rough shape, 
but the Humane Society says the farm is not a puppy mill.

See 
page 15
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Now Open
in Elmira!

Elmira Olde Town Village 
(IGA plaza)

 2nd floor (with elevator access)

OFFERING SPECIALIZED
PROGRAMS FOR THE 

TREATMENT OF:
• Shoulder Pain • Osteoporosis

• Back & Neck Pain • Women’s Health
• Post Surgery (Knee, Shoulder)

NEW PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

MASSAGE THERAPY 
AVAILABLE

669-2004

HAS MOVED TO

48 ARTHUR ST. S.
(Between Central Source For Sports and Stedmans)

 PHONE: 669-1546

Come see us at our new location
and join us for a hot apple cider!

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from December 22 to December 27

Skin-on, Bone-in

lb.

Ham
$1.59

WE'RE TAKING ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS HAM, ROASTS, TURKEYS & PARTY TRAYS

Deli Sliced All Beef

Jumbo or Cotton Bag
Summer Sausage

Award-Winning Whole, Half or Mini

lb.

Blackforest Hams
$2.69

Fresh Pork Breakfast

lb.

Sausages
$1.99

Fresh Free Range Grade "A"

lb.

Turkeys
$2.29

Award-Winning Maple Smoked

lb.

Side Bacon
$2.89

lb.
$3.99

Skinless...... $1.89 lb

The vet confirmed the 
problem, and told the 
couple that considering 
its health, the dog may 
not survive.

“We don’t have a name 

“A pet is not a present,” says Wellesley councillor
yet,” Bannister said, “be-
cause the vet said not to 
because we don’t know if 
it’s going to make it.”

His girls, who were to 
receive the pet as a gift, 
want to keep it and invest 

in its health. They’ve 
since named it Holly.

“If it dies,” Gray said, 
“we’ll have to look for 
another one, I guess, 
and hope we find a good 
breeder.”

The family’s experience 
is a clear example of why 
animal-protection orga-
nization’s such as the K-W 
Humane Society discour-
age giving pets as gifts. 
Each Christmas, that 
group steps up its public 
education attempts with 
that message.

“Unless it’s something 
that you have done a lot 
of research on, it’s not a 
good idea,” said regional 
inspector Gary Bowes 

“You don’t do that when 
you go buy a car, do you?  
You have it for about the 
same amount of time you 
have a pet. Pets are not a 
disposable item.”

That sentiment was 
echoed by Wellesley 
Township councillor and 
animal rights activist 
Dusan Cizman.

“Dogs are not presents,” 
Cizman said. “Dogs are a 
20-year commitment and 
responsibility.”

Both Bowes and Cizman 
were looking into the op-
eration where the couple 
got the dog.

“I want to make it live,” 
Bannister said, “but 
people shouldn’t be sell-

ing dogs like that.”
“It’s not a puppy mill, 

I’ll tell you that right 
now,” said Bowes, not-
ing the stiff penalties 
involved with cruelty to 
animal investigations. 
He refused to comment 
on whether charges 
would be laid in this in-
stance. “It’s been looked 
into, and that’s all I can 
say. I’ve been there and 
I’ve established there are 
no other animals in dis-
tress (as defined by the 
OSPCA Act) there.”

That said, the incident 
still upsets Cizman.

“I really have a pas-
sion that the companion 
animals in Wellesley 

Township are taken care 
of, and it really upsets me 
when people sell bad dogs 
and run a bad operation.”

“There are laws out 
there that protect the 
animals,” Bowes said. 
“Wellesley Township has 
a model bylaw there, and 
the kennels will show you 
everything. I want to see 
where they were born, I 
want to see the parents. 
Have these animals been 
vet checked? Do they 
have any inoculations? 
What are they fed? Cash 
only? No receipt? Is there 
a return policy?

“If the gut feeling is ‘I 
need to walk away from 
this,’ walk away.”

Continued from cover

for whatever they need 
– that’s what everybody 
agreed to at the time.”

Now, the developer is 
looking for a cost-shar-
ing arrangement for the 
road improvements. In 
approving the big-box 
project, the region de-
manded the developer 
widen lanes on the bridge 
and make improvements 
to the expressway on- and 
off-ramps.

Those upgrades include 
a double left-turn lane 
from King Street onto 
Farmers’ Market Road 
and, at the other ramp, 
a double left-turn lane 
from the ramp onto King 
Street, among other ad-
justments to the ramp 
terminals, said Graham 
Vincent, the region’s di-
rector of transportation 
planning.

The project is essen-
tially on hold until an 
agreement can be worked 

out. Once that is done, 
the region would move 
to conduct an environ-
mental assessment (EA) 
based on the proposed 
changes to the bridge.

“The first step would be 
to complete our discus-
sions with the developer. 
Once that’s sorted out, 
we would start the EA,” 
said Vincent, who esti-
mated the assessment 
would take about a 
year. He declined to put 
a price tag on the road 
improvements, pending 
a settlement with First 
Professional.

For its part, the developer 
is remaining tightlipped 
about the process, ex-
pressing disappointment 
with the delays.

“We’re still having 
discussions – they’re on-
going, but that’s all I can 
really say,” said project 
manager Mike Tucci.

This is not the first 
setback for the King/86 

development, a 305,000-
square-foot retail project 
anchored by Wal-Mart on 
lands adjacent the St. Ja-
cobs Farmers Market. In 
fact, the project has been 
plagued with setbacks 
dating back more than 
half a decade, including a 
lengthy Ontario Munici-
pal Board process.

But Kotseff maintained 
the current setback is 
of the developer’s own 
making.

“If the proponent moved 
in accordance with the 
regional council approv-
al, we wouldn’t be talking 
right now. There obvious-
ly are some issues … that 
have changed,” he said. 
“If the proponent wished 
[to proceed], and to pay 
for the improvements, it 
could have been built last 
year. 

“I wouldn’t say there 
are delays, I would say 
there are issues that have 
arisen from the propo-

nent’s point of view that 
weren’t on the table when 
we were dealing with the 
issue.”

From Woolwich Town-
ship’s perspective, other 
planning issues remain. 
But director of engineer-
ing and planning Dave 
Gosnay pointed to the 
bridge as the largest 
stumbling block. 

“Nothing can happen 
until the bridge issue is 
resolved, but similarly 
nothing can happen un-
til the City of Waterloo 
servicing agreement is 
finalized and nothing 
can happen until the 
site-plan agreement is 
finalized,” he said this 
week, adding that the 
other outstanding items 
have been on the back-
burner given the lack of 
progress on the bridge.

“They recognize that 
until the bridge issue is 
resolved, nothing is go-
ing to happen.”

 King/86 construction still a ways off
Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s something 
making the rounds 
lately and it’s not 

Santa Claus. An out-
break of gastrointestinal 
illness has hit the region 
and is being particularly 
felt at child-care centres.

While the onset of win-
ter is usually the time 
this sort of illness creeps 
up, there’s been a par-
ticularly high number of 
occurrences this season, 
said Chris Komorowski, 
manager of food safety 
and infection control for 
Waterloo Region.

“We’ve got about 10 or so 
childcare facilities that 
are active right now as 
far as outbreak mode. It’s 
higher than what they’re 
normally experiencing,” 
he told the Observer.

“When you’re dealing 
with a child-care centre, 
you’ve got kids that are 

‘Tis the season for sickness
Child care centres across region see outbreak of illnesses

pretty young, some are 
still in diapers … and 
they’re constantly put-
ting their hands to their 
face, to their mouth. It’s 
just easier to spread. 
That’s why hand washing 
is so important, [as well 
as] sanitizing surfaces.”

One of those centres hit 
with the illness or ill-
nesses – nobody is really 
sure – is Elmira Child 
Care Centre. The day 
care has seen a constant 
flow of children showing 
symptoms of nausea, 
diarrhea, coughing and 
fever since early this 
month. Not all ill chil-
dren have experienced 
all the symptoms.

An outbreak – not an 
epidemic – was declared 
at the centre Dec. 3, after 
the absentee rate hit lev-
els above normal. Earlier 
this week, there were 19 
children and three staff 
members who were ab-
sent because they showed 

symptoms. At one point, 
24 of the centre’s 50 chil-
dren were off sick.

“It’s problematic for 
people who are working 
and don’t have alternate 
care arrangements for 
their children,” said 
centre supervisor Linda 
Bird. “If a parent takes a 
day off work, they lose a 
day of pay, so it is a prob-
lem for people in keeping 
their children home up-
ward of three days –  in 
some cases there have 
been children off longer 
than that.”

Anyone who experi-
ences nausea or diarrhea 
isn’t permitted to attend 
the centre until they’ve 
been symptom-free for 
48 hours. It’s slightly 
less for those who have 
experienced coughing 
and fever, with a 24-hour 
reprieve from symptoms 
required.

In order to break the 
cycle of children fall-

ing ill, all the affected 
centres have increased 
the frequency of hand 
washing and sterilizing 
any common equipment 
or toys.

“Hand washing is cru-
cial, it’s the number-one 
way of preventing any 
communicable disease. 
The other thing is that 
if a child is sick, to keep 
the child at home so 
that they don’t transmit 
any organism and make 
other kids sick,” said Ko-
morowski.

“We think it’s probably 
viral because if it was 
bacterial, it would prob-
ably be associated with 
the food … and there 
would be a higher absen-
tee rate,” he said, noting 
everyone at the centre 
eats the same foods.

In the meantime, the 
centres are required to 
give Public Health of-
ficials a daily update in 
terms of absentees.  
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A dog’s best friend
Webmaster helps to find loving homes for malamutes

Region agrees 
to Manser Road 

rumble strips

Ice time rentals 
get clarified

Woolwich, union reach 
contract agreement

Tax gets the axe

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There are some homes that just 
aren’t fit for a dog, or maybe where 
the dog isn’t a good fit. With his 
long-time companion Smokey close 

to his heart, Elmira’s Al Eisen is working 
to make sure the animals find a caring en-
vironment.

Eisen donated his time and abilities 
to design and now maintain a Web site 
for The Alaskan Malamute Help League 
(www.malamuterescue.com), a national 
organization that places neglected, 
mistreated or, in most cases, unwanted 
malamutes in caring homes. He’s also one 
of the organization’s directors.

“There have been other rescues out there, 
but this is a little more unique,” he told the 
Observer, noting the organization puts an 
emphasis on education and breed selection 
prior to purchase. “In some cases, people 
think a malamute would be nice, but then 
they research the dogs and they learn ‘this 
is probably not the dog for me’ and find 
something that suits their lifestyle a little 
better.”

In addition to showcasing malamutes in 
need of a suitable home, the Web site offers 
potential dog owners information on the 

breed and exactly what malamute owner-
ship involves.

 “It’s absolutely critical to what we do,” 
Help League president Jim Thomson said 
of the Web site. “Traditionally, we get peo-
ple who have just heard of us going to the 
Web site, look at the thing and say ‘I want 
to adopt Waldo.’ We’ve become a lot more 
sophisticated than we were in the past.

“We’re now 800 members strong … in 
large part due to the Web site.”

There are a number of shelters that 
tend to a variety of animals in need, but 
because of their generality, those services 
are often required to deal with more than 
they’re capable of handling, Eisen contin-
ued.

“Unfortunately, the shelters are some-
times very, very busy. Some of them, they 
put them (dogs) down because they need 
the space for more dogs.”

The local man has been a longtime fan 
of the breed, particularly since he bought 
Smokey about seven years ago. 

While he prefers the breed in general, 
Eisen learned something extra special 
about Smokey one day about five years 
ago when a physically challenged client 
sought his graphic design skills and made 
a stop by his home office.

“He (client) remarked that the dog was 

very comfortable – the dog didn’t seem 
to care that he was moving a little differ-
ently. He brought to my attention that that 
wasn’t always the case. That got me think-
ing about the pet therapy,” the webmaster 
said.

“He (Smokey) really likes to visit with 
other people.”

With that behaviour in mind, he took 
Smokey through the St. John Ambulance 
dog therapy certification process – which 
formally tested his temperament for deal-
ing with unknown people. Once certified, 
the pair began making the rounds at a 
seniors’ home in Waterloo and later at Lei-
sureworld in Elmira.

“Every person is different. Some people 
were afraid of dogs, so we just went past 
them and some people just loved the dogs,” 
he said of the reaction of the residents. 

A lot of the time, the residents would just 
pet Smokey or get him to do a few simple 
tricks. Just by bringing Smokey by to visit 
brought out a noticeable change in attitude 
for several of the residents, he recalled.

“One of the nurses really liked it because 
there was one particular resident who was 
a little cantankerous but on that particu-
lar day (Thursdays) he was a little more 
happy because he knew he was going to see 
the dogs.”

DOGS ONLINE Elmira’s Al Eisen, owner of 11-year-old Smokey, is an active volunteer with the Alaskan Malamute Help League, running its Web site.

The Elmira Legion last week won an-
other extension to its exemption from 
municipal property taxes. The organi-
zation has been granted an exemption 
on its First Street site for the past six 
years, since the provincial headquarters 
notified each branch of a provision in 
the Ontario Municipal Act. Previously, 
council had granted an exemption for 
the term of its mandate, three years. 
Now, looking to harmonize its policy 
with other municipalities in Waterloo 
Region, the township opted to extend 
the period until Dec. 31, 2009 – that 
coincides with the next renewal period 
for the City of Cambridge, which grants 
10-year exemptions.

Drivers along Manser Road will get an 
extra reminder to stop at Line 86. Water-
loo Region has agreed to install rumble 
strips on its side of the road, approach-
ing the intersection. Wellesley council 
requested the strips after a number of 
severe collisions on that corner.
“It will greatly improve the safety of 

that corner,” Coun. Jeff Wilker said of 
the news. Wilker is a volunteer firefight-
er in Linwood and frequently responds 
to collisions at the intersection.
Wellesley also requested that Wel-

lington County install rumble strips on 
the north side of the intersection, but no 
answer has been received. 

As long as the home team can make 
it, user groups will have to pay for the 
ice time at Wellesley Township facilities. 
Council clarified its ice rental policy this 
week, adding a provision specifically in-
dicating ice rentals will only be forgiven 
if the home team can’t get there due to 
weather conditions.
Previously, user groups were required 

to pay for the ice as booked, unless a 
new renter could be found for that time.
To to be forgiven, cancellations must 

be made prior to the scheduled rental 
time.

Woolwich Township and its outside 
employees have come to terms on a new 
three-year contract that will give the 16 
full-timer workers annual raises of three 
per cent. Members of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE), Local 
1542, ratified the deal – reached Dec. 11 
and approved by council Dec. 16 – on 
Thursday afternoon (Dec. 18).
Details, such as the percentage of 

members who voted in favour, were not 
released by the union.
The deal, covering 2004-2006, was 

reached ahead of the Dec. 31 expiry of 
the current collective agreement, a con-
trast to the last round of negotiations in 
the April of 2002. At that time, union 
members voted 100 per cent in favour 
of strike action if no deal was reached 
– their previous contract had expired on 
Dec. 31, 2001.
“We’re pleased that an agreement was 

reached between the corporation and 
the membership,” said township CAO 
Peter Simmons. “It’s noteworthy that 
it was reached before the expiry of the 
current agreement – it was a stream-
lined process with cooperation on both 
sides.”
Members of Local 1542 look after 

such township matters as water and 
wastewater infrastructure, roads and 
recreation facilities.

669.8282

friendly   efficient  knowledgeable 

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed SundaysFREE DELIVERY

YOUR COMMUNITY YOUR PHARMACY

FREE DELIVERY
PHARMACY MANAGER

CATHY DIAMOND

SWISS VITAMIN C

20% OFF
Various Sizes & Strengths available

Offer expires Dec 27

INFANT TYLENOL DROPS
Bottle Size: 24 ml

Offer expires Dec 27

$6 .99
REG. PRICE $8.19

PHARMACY OWNER
DAVID ANTEBI
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police were here in the 
office already and [police 
identification officers] 
were looking around.”

It appeared that after 
trying to get through 
the brick wall, those in-
volved then tried to enter 
the neighbouring store 
by going through the ceil-
ing, Teahen noted.

“A couple of ceiling tiles 
had been pulled down 
and the insulation was 
pulled down with it,” he 
said.

Pry marks were also 
found on the Sears cata-
log store’s front door.

Between the business-
es, the culprits made off 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Saying the proper 
process is being 
sidestepped, Welles-

ley Councillor Dusan 
Cizman is demanding 
answers about an applica-
tion for a kennel licence. 
Cizman, a longtime ani-
mal rights activist, was 
the catalyst behind the 
township’s stringent ken-
nel bylaw.

At a Dec. 16 council 
meeting, Cizman said he 
was shocked to learn from 
a resident that an applica-
tion for a kennel licence 
is due to be heard by the 
Committee of Adjust-
ment; such requests must 
be heard at the council 
table, he insisted.

“In my opinion, this 
should come to council 

Kennel application raises concerns for councillors
“In my opinion, this should come to council first,” says Cizman

first. According to the by-
law [it should],” he said, 
noting he and CAO Susan 
Duke worked extensively 
in the last term of coun-
cil to draft the “pretty 
well leak-proof” kennel 
bylaw. “The kennel isn’t 
the concern I have; the 
concern I have is [that] 
it’s operating.”

In response to Cizman’s 
concerns, Duke is prepar-
ing a report on the issue 
for council; she declined 
to say more until she has 
completed her research 
of the topic.

“I’m a little hesitant 
to comment because I 
think there’s more than 
one way for the bylaw to 
be interpreted, based on 
what Mr. Cizman said 
last night,” she told the 
Observer.

“Since they’ve called 

for a report … I think I 
should prepare that re-
port.”

The kennel applica-
tion – made by Sandra 
Bergman, wife of former 
mayor Doug Bergman 
– was originally set to be 
heard by the Committee 
of Adjustment Dec. 8, but 
it was postponed until 
Jan. 12.

Bergman is seeking a 
minor variance to allow 
the kennel on a 9.1-acre 
property on Hackbart 
Road. The bylaw requires 
a 10-acre property for 
kennels.

At least one application 
was presented to council 
in the last term, Cizman 
pointed out during the 
meeting. While that ap-
plication was denied, it at 
least followed the proper 
procedure, he said.

As part of her report to 
council, Duke said she is 
researching the timing of 
the previous application 
– whether it was made 
before or after the new 
bylaw came into effect 
– but said the two issues 
are quite different.

“I’m not sure it’s 100 per 
cent comparable,” she 
said, noting the previous 
application to council 
sought to permit a ken-
nel on a much smaller 
property.

As chair of the planning 
committee at council, 
Cizman said it was dou-
bly upsetting that he 
was completely unaware 
the application had been 
filed in the first place. 

“I felt pretty foolish 
because I didn’t know 
anything about it,” he 
told council and town-

ship staff. “It bothers 
me that I wasn’t told any-
thing about this. I feel 
pretty stupid, as chair 
of planning, when people 
ask me stuff and I know 
absolutely nothing.”

Cizman’s presenta-
tion to council included 
evidence the kennel has 
already been operating 
for quite some time. 

An advertisement 
clipped from a May edi-
tion of Kitchener’s The 
Record calls for interest-
ed persons to purchase 
14-week-old pups. He 
also submitted informa-
tion printed from the 
Internet promoting the 
kennel.

“This kennel has been 
operating for some time. 
I’m kind of baffled how 
you can operate a ken-
nel in the Township of 

Wellesley and advertise 
around the world, and 
then make an application 
way later,” he said, stop-
ping short of accusing 
the kennel of operating 
illegally. “I think it 
violates the spirit of the 
kennel rules and regula-
tions in the Township of 
Wellesley.”

Bergman refused to 
comment on the appli-
cation or operation of 
the business, promoted 
online as Dreamfields 
Belgian Shepherds. The 
Web site indicates the 
family has owned dogs 
since 1989, but doesn’t 
say how long the ken-
nel has been operating. 
And while the site lists 
a litter date of January 
2003, there is no applica-
tion form to purchase the 
animals.

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira District 
Secondary School 
has the best Grade 

9 assessment results 
in the Waterloo Region 
District School Board. 
Eighty-four per cent 
in the academic math 
classes were at or above 
provincial standards (99 
per cent passed the test), 
and 46 per cent in the ap-
plied math classes were 
at or above standards (91 
per cent passed).

At both levels, the 
number at or above 
standards is the highest 
in the board, sharing 
the distinction at the 
applied level only with 
Waterloo-Oxford Dis-
trict Secondary School. 
The board average at or 
above standards was 73 
per cent at the academic 
level, and 31 per cent at 
the applied level. The 
board was above the 
provincial average (66 
per cent academic, 21 per 
cent applied).

“We are thrilled by 

EDSS makes the grade
EDSS has highest Gr. 9 math results in the board

it,” said EDSS principal 
Gary Ayre. “It’s a gauge 
for parents on how well 
their son or daughter is 
doing, and how well the 
school is teaching.”

Ayre attributed the suc-
cess to his Grade 9 math 
teachers, as well as the 
teachers at the senior 
public schools feeding 
the high school.

“Because of the pro-
gram that’s being offered 
at the elementary level,” 
he said, “the kids are 
coming in with a solid 
foundation in math and 
that results in excel-
lent results here at the 
Grade 9 level. Although 
our teachers have taught 
the students for months 
before the test, a lot of 
the good news has to go 
to the senior elementary 
schools.”

“This is the third year 
we’ve done it,” WRDSB 
superintendent of in-
struction Linda Fabi said 
of the testing, “and for 
academic students three 
years ago, the number 
of students who received 
a level 3 or 4 was 58 per 

cent. This year it’s 73 per 
cent. Last year, we went 
through a huge spike, 
and were second highest 
in the province. We look 
at the long-range trend. 
So in the academic, a 
15-per-cent improvement 
over the years, and in the 
applied, we’re up nine per 
cent over three years.”

Fabi said it’s a good in-
dicator of the quality of 
measures – especially the 
new curriculum – that 
have been implemented 
over the past few years.

“This gives us reason to 
believe the curriculum 
has been well imple-
mented, the teachers 
are doing a good job and 
the students are work-
ing hard. We’re pleased 
about that,” she said.

“In the applied level, 
we’re seeing a steady im-
provement. The province 
has leveled off, so that’s a 
bit of a concern.”

In the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board, 
the results are also bet-
ter than the provincial 
average. Tests at St. Da-
vid Catholic Secondary, 

which has the largest 
proportion of Woolwich 
students, showed results 
below the board average 
for the applied track, 
with above average re-
sults for the academic 
track. Twenty-eight per 
cent of the applied stu-
dents were at or above 
provincial standards 
(compared to the WCDSB 
average of 33 per cent), 
but 75 per cent of St. 
David’s academic-track 
students were at or above 
standards (compared to 
the board average of 73 
per cent).

“It’s a good news story 
all around,” said WCDSB 
superintendent of 
program and student ser-
vices Michael Schmitt. 
“We’ve created a new 
framework in Grades 7 
and 8, we’re working on 
a training program for 
Grade 7 and 8 teachers 
for mathematics. We 
think it’s been successful 
because we’re starting 
to see a trend over three 
years of data. Certainly 
staff are doing the right 
things.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A developer look-
ing to expand 
the Hawkesville 

settlement area this 
week got the go-ahead to 
expedite his plan. Welles-
ley council approved a 
motion Dec. 16 allowing 
Jim Martin to skip the 
normal process of doing a 
plan of subdivision, in fa-
vour of accepting a road 
allowance and sending 
him to the Committee of 

Developer gets okay to skip lengthy planning document
Four lot subdivision to go to Committee of Adjustment

Adjustment for consent.
While the new route still 

requires all the regular 
planning studies, it does 
set a precedent that may 
open the door to similar 
requests.

The decision allows 
Martin to take a short-
ened path, but in no 
way endorses the plan. 
Martin must still receive 
approval through an Offi-
cial Plan amendment and 
zone change application 
– both of which are cur-
rently being reviewed by 

township and regional 
staff – before construc-
tion can begin. 

As with all planning ap-
plications, the public will 
have an opportunity to 
challenge the plans when 
they come to council.

“Generally, when you 
do a plan of subdivision, 
you do more than four 
lots,” said Martin’s plan-
ning consultant, Sam 
Head of the Kitchener 
firm Smith, Dryden and 
Head. 

“I’m trying to avoid 

doing a full plan of sub-
division, going through 
that whole process and 
incurring expense when 
the end result will be 
four lots on a small cul-
de-sac.

“I don’t see this as being 
any different,” he said, 
referring to having to 
submit the same land use 
studies for consideration.

If ultimately approved, 
the plan would see 
the creation of four 
residential lots on an ex-
tension of Mary Street in 

Hawkesville, as well as a 
commercial/industrial 
lot and a stormwater 
management pond. 

The council-approved 
motion also accepts the 
proposed extension of 
Mary Street as township 
property, a move re-
quired in order to avoid 
the plan of subdivision. 
The creation of a new 
road is the deciding fac-
tor on whether plans are 
sent to the Committee of 
Adjustment or through 
a plan of subdivision, 
noted CAO Susan Duke, 
suggesting more applica-
tions may come forward 
following the decision.

In presenting his re-
quest to council, Head 
cited a similar proposal 
approved by council for 
four lots on Chapel Street 
in Hawkesville.

“Chapel Street was 
clearly a road widening. 
The road was already 

there, the road allowance 
was already there; all 
that happened was that 
it was widened,” Duke 
said, noting the widening 
allowed for the additional 
road frontage needed to 
create the lots. “In this 
case, you’re actually ex-
tending the road … into 
a new area.”

But any future applica-
tions to avoid doing a 
plan of subdivision will 
be looked at individually 
and likely wouldn’t fit the 
same situation as the pro-
posal before council, said 
Coun. Joe Nowak.

“We should look at these 
on an individual basis 
and on its own merits. 
We’ll have to deal with 
them when they come 
along,” he said. “From 
my own experience 
on the Committee of 
Adjustment, a four-lot 
subdivision is not some-
thing they can’t handle.”

with a small quantity of 
petty cash, some com-
pact discs and a bank 
card. 

Police continue to inves-
tigate the break-ins.

In the meantime, Schell 
said he’s planning to in-
vest in a security system. 
The barber said he’s been 
broken into once before 
– about 10 years ago – and 
is hoping this will be the 
last time.

“I’m going to be looking 
at an alarm,” he said. 

“It’s going to take me a 
while to get over it, but I 
will,” he chuckled.

The operators of Dreis-
inger Furniture Store 
declined to comment.

Three businesses 
hit in night spree
Continued from cover
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COUNTDOWN TO

SALE

www.lensmill.com

PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

POTS
Set of 2 Pastarific 

CAR MAT SETS
4 pc.

FLEECE TOPS
Mens Hooded

SINGER BOOKS

Selected

FABRICS
Christmas

THREAD
Signature Heavy Duty

VESTS JACKETS & OVERALLS

SNOWSUITS

COTTON TAPESTRY THROWS

TABLECLOTH LACE

T-SHIRTING

 

STICKERS

 RIBBON

CHESS &CHECKERS

TABLE RUNNERS
Large Selection - Tapestry

FLEECE TOPS

TRIMS PUNCHENELLO
Lacemaker

ANIMAL SHAPE TOWELS SLEEPING BAGS

KNITTING NEEDLES
Milward

LATCHHOOK KITS

Sheet of 75 pks. - Childrens

Childrens

Entire Stock

Craft

Entire Stock

Offray Christmas

Assorted - Tough Duck Workwear

WICKER CHAIRS

TABLECLOTH VINYL
Big Grouping Selected

COTTON
Unbleached 

ELASTIC

Glass 

Childrens Hooded

VELVET
45”

LADIES SWEATERS

Childrens’ 

Craft

Assorted

LACE DOILLIES
Entire Stock

Childrens Animal Shape

$ 14.99    

$ 2.99    ea.

DOG LEASHES & COLLARS

ADMIRAL SOCKS

54” CHINTZ

WOODEN BASKETS

FOILWARE

REMNANTS

VELOUR BLANKETS

DRAPERY CHIPS

CROCHET COTTON

CLEARANCE YARNS

Entire Stock

Entire Stock

Large Selection

Christmas

Mens

Large Grouping

RIBBON

DRAPERY FABRIC
Clearance

Prints & Solids - Queen Size

Medal

Childrens Flannel

IRONING BOARD COVERS
Entire Stock

Bulk Pre-Bagged

Regular
$7.99

Tubular Set of 2 Craft

PYJAMAS

$ 2.99    

TAPESTRIES
Christmas

FUN FUR
60”

Solid Colour

ARCTIC FLEECE

SAFARI VELOUR

Fun with Fabric

CRAFT BOOK

Remnant

ea.

$ 39.99

$ 8.99
Regular

$10.49 yd.

$ 2.99    

$ 15.99    Ea. Pair

$ 7.99 ea.

Gram

$ 1.99    yard

$ 5.99 yard

 50%
 OFF   

$ 5.99    yd.

$1.99yard

69¢
    Spool

Regular
$1.0079¢

$ 5.99    

$ 15.99    Set

Regular
$3.99 ea.

 40%
 OFF   

$ 14.99    Set  30%
 OFF    30%

 OFF   

GREAT PRICES $ 3.49    
Regular

$4.99 ea.

ea.

 40%
 OFF   

$ 1.99    
Regular

$2.99 ea.

pr.

$ 3.99    
Regular

$9.99 $ 19.99    
Regular

$24.99 ea.

ea.  40%
 OFF   

 30%
 OFF   1/2 PRICE   

 75%
 OFF    30%

 OFF   1¢

yard
$ 2.00    yd.

FROM

 15%
 OFF   

$ 1.99
Value
$9.99 1/2 PRICE   

$ 1.99    yd.

FROM $ 3.99    yd.

1/2 PRICE   99¢

Regular
$8.99$ 5.99    yd.

 50%
 OFF   

Regular
$9.99$ 3.99    

Regular
$3.10$ 1.59    

 80%
 OFF   

6 yds./ $ 1.00
Regular

$1.9979¢

CHRISTMAS

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A fire at M.K. Mar-
tin Enterprises 
Inc. could have 

been a lot worse had the 
company not recently 
completed a safety plan, 
says the firm’s owner, 
backed up by the fire de-
partment.

“It could have been bad, 
but because he had that 
emergency plan and he 
knew what to do – it saved 
him a lot,” said Wellesley 
fire chief Dave Geil. “It 
burnt a spray booth and 
kind of went up the stack. 
There was a fair amount 
of heat on the ceiling, but 
it was drywalled, so it 
didn’t really get up into 
the trusses.”

The fire – likely caused 
by an electrical short 
– started about noon last 
Saturday (Dec. 13), when 
owner Keith Martin was 
in another building do-
ing some personal work. 
Damage was estimated at 
$125,000.

Nobody was inside the 
building at the time and 
there were no injuries.

“My son was trying to 
scrape enough snow to-
gether to try to make a 
rink. This kind of put a 
halt to those plans,” Mar-
tin told the Observer. 

“He saw flames and 
smoke coming out of 
the one exhaust stack,” 
he said, noting he ran 
to check it out when his 

Electrical blaze causes 
$125,000 in damages

Freshly penned safety plan keeps fire from getting worse
son told him the news. “I 
looked at it and thought 
there was no way anyone 
was going to go in there 
and do anything, so I 
called 9-1-1 and waited 
for the brigade to do their 
thing.”

After calling for fire-
fighters, the owner cut 
both the power and gas 
supplies for the build-
ing, things he learned to 
do while developing an 
overall safety plan this 
summer. He also made 
sure all the doors and 
windows were closed. 
Geil worked with Martin 
and his employees during 
the planning in the event 
a fire were to break out.

“When I first saw it, 
there was flames shoot-
ing out of the stack, I 
honestly thought it was 
a goner – I didn’t think 
we’d salvage that build-
ing even for a minute,” 
explained Martin. “But 
by the time the brigade 
came, there were no 
more flames coming out 
of the stack and I knew 
it wasn’t getting any 
wilder.”

“As soon as I left home 
here, I could see the 
smoke and I knew the 
building because we had 
done a preplan on it. I 
knew he carried 500 to 
600 gallons of paint in 
the building, so I didn’t 
want to double guess how 
bad it was,” Geil said, 
explaining that he called 
in the Linwood detach-

ment as a backup. “If 
this thing was going to 
get big, I wanted to make 
sure I had [backup].

“If they would have 
opened the door and it 
(fire) could have gotten 
more oxygen, it probably 
would have been worse.”

As part of the safety 
plan – which last month 
earned the company an 
award from the Industri-
al Accident Prevention 
Association – the com-
pany also installed an 
18,000-gallon fire reser-
voir on the site. While the 
fire was relatively small 
by the time firefighters 
arrived, that reservoir 
made their task much 
easier, noted Geil.

“When we pulled in, we 
just hooked up to there 
and I knew we were go-
ing to have tons of water. 
We had gone through 
this whole scenario this 
summer,” he said. “We 
pretty well had it out in 
about 20 minutes.”

Since the fire, the farm 
equipment manufac-
turer has been working 
at a slower pace. One side 
of the operation is closed 
until a new paint spray 
room is built, along 
with repairs to electri-
cal work and the ceiling. 
There was no notable 
structural damage.

“It will be into the new 
year, I would guess,” 
Martin said of when the 
shop will be back to run-
ning at full strength.

MINOR INJURIES  An area woman was taken to St. Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener following this single-
vehicle collision on Boomer Line Dec. 12. The woman lost control of her van due to the icy conditions; the 
vehicle skidded off the road, eventually flipping over on its side. The driver reported minor arm injuries. 
Damage to the van was significant. No charges were laid.

JOE MERLIHAN

ICE, ICE BABY
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» Taking extra care?
After a rash of car accidents 
following early snowfalls, drivers 
in the area have been a little more 
careful of late. Perhaps numbers 
are down as people realize 
slowing down for conditions 
makes it more likely they’ll be 
able to enjoy Christmas.

» Right move for Liberals?
Look for cutbacks, or at least 
slowed growth, from Liberals in 
both Ottawa and Toronto. New 
PM Paul Martin is cracking down, 
while Dalton McGuinty is tackling 
the Tory legacy by chopping into a 
$5.6 billion deficit. Add in the OPG 
woes, and more cuts loom.

» The holy land?
In what is considered the 
launching point for the Christmas 
season we now celebrate, 
continued strife between Arabs 
and Jews has Israel looking to 
duplicate Berlin, putting up a wall 
and using segregation.

We must restrain our appetite at this point. 
So there will be some disappointments.

Ontario Finance Minister Greg Sorbara delivers an economic statement about our burgeoning deficit.

One down, at least one more to go

Still no power 
in the centre

It’s good to see they 
caught that evil son-of-
a-gun Saddam Hussein 

– all I can say is that it’s 
about time.

The thing I can’t under-
stand is all the fuss over 
what to do with him: I say 
let them Iraqis have at ‘em 
for a little old-fashioned 
justice.

But already we got the 
weepy types complain-
ing that the murdering 
madman don’t deserve 
the death penalty. What 
kind of nonsense is that? 
If anybody needs a good 
killin’, it’s that one. The 
only shame is he can’t be 
made to suffer as much as 
the millions whose lives 
he ended or ruined. Any-
body who says otherwise 
ain’t thinking right.

Anyway, Saddam 
weren’t lookin’ too high 
and mighty when they 
dragged him out of the 
hole he was livin’ in – I 
seen better lookin’ bums 
on the streets in Toronto. 
I guess after they bumped 
off his evil spawn kids, 
he knew the same treat-
ment was comin’ his way, 
and livin’ in a hole in the 
ground is better than be-
ing buried in one.

Tracking down the fiend 
is good on George W., 

who ain’t been scorin’ too 
many points on account of 
so many American boys 
gettin’ ambushed over in 
that Godforsaken part of 
the world. The Yanks put 
an end to Saddam’s reign 
– which was a lot like 
another evildoer’s, Stalin 
– and now they can put an 
end to Saddam himself. 
Now all they need to do is 
put an end to Osama bin 
Laden and it will be quite 
a year for the good guys as 
they battle the evil from 
that neck of the woods.

THE FRENCH TO TOAST 
THE TROUBLEMAKERS

Even the French, who 
have been pretty soft on 
terrorism, are gettin’ 
in on the act, it seems. 
They is workin’ on rules 
to make it illegal for kids 
to wear religious items in 
schools, considering that 
they’re havin’ trouble 
with the head gear some 
of them other kinds is so 
fond of.

While I ain’t too happy 
about cutting back on the 
crosses and such – I figure 
it’s them big ones they’re 

after; you know, the kind 
better suited to the wall 
than around someone’s 
neck as a fashion state-
ment – I guess it’s got to 
be equal to do away with 
the less desirable types.

The French have al-
ways been a little too 
milquetoast for my likin’ 
– not that I’m alone in 
that thought, especially 
among those of us who 
fought in the war – but 
they got a bigger set than 
politicians in these parts 
when it comes to cuttin’ 
down on the troublemak-
ers.

IT’S TIME TO BE MERRY 
AND BRIGHT GOSH DARNIT
Now, the wife says I’m 

bein’ too hard on folks, 
what with Christmas just 
a week away – of course, 
she’s always readin’ over 
my shoulder as I put my 
thoughts down – but I 
reminded her that I got 
a whole column to talk 
about Christmas. Just be-
cause it’s Christmas don’t 
mean folks is any less 
dunderheaded, nor that 
they don’t need straight-

enin’ out courtesy of 
yours truly.

And I ain’t just talkin’ 
about folks in foreign 
parts, where they 
ain’t got no handle on 
proper traditions like 
Christmas. Even folks 
‘round here could do a bit 
more to take in the spirit 
of the season – the wife 
has been draggin’ me 
through no end of stores 
of late and I can count 
on one hand the number 
of “merry Christmas” 
greetings I got. It ain’t 
just “happy holidays” or 
some other version, nei-
ther; it seems like folks 
just ain’t acknowledging 
the holy season.

I figure workin’ in the 
sellin’ business ain’t 
the happiest at this time 
of year, what with all 
the stressed out people 
pourin’ through the 
doors – make that ‘poor-
ing’ through the doors if 
they’re spending like my 
wife. I guess I wouldn’t 
want to be waitin’ on the 
likes of frantic shoppers 
– which brings up a whole 
other kettle of fish about 
cashin’ in on Christmas.

That sorta explains the 
sales folks, but even folks 
out on the street ain’t as 

Capture fails to 
justify war in Iraq

 See OH page 7

A year ago, as opponents dropped their Ontario 
Municipal Board challenges and Woolwich 
backed the plan, the King/86 project looked like 
it had finally found some calm waters. Instead of 

sailing smoothly into a Jan. 1, 2004 opening, however, the 
development continues to languish in paperwork.

Under dispute – and causing the latest delay – is who 
will pay for improvements to the expressway ramps and 
bridge near the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market. Waterloo 
Region says the developer should pay – and that they 
already agreed to do so. The developer says the improve-
ments will serve more than just the new power centre, 
therefore the region should share part of the cost.

Given the series of delays, and the changes in the 
marketplace since the idea was first pitched, it’s not 
surprising First Professional finds itself in a new head-
space. The developer has spent a great deal of time and 
money over some eight years. During the ensuing years, 
similar developments have sprouted up elsewhere. Most 
notably, a de facto power centre has emerged in Waterloo 
just minutes from the St. Jacobs site even while the City 
of Waterloo professed an aversion to such schemes.

Development at King Street and Northfield Drive 
continues even as King/86 languishes – in fact, even 
the name King/86 has become passé as the province 
changed the highway’s designation to 85.

This new reality must be taking its toll on the potential 
tenant base for the 305,000-square-foot development. 
Although no one is speaking openly of such issues, it 
would explain why the developer is eager to cut costs.

Discussions were slated to continue this week and per-
haps next as the two sides try to close the gap regarding 
the bridge. Based on the average time for the mandatory 
environmental assessment, even if a settlement were 
reached tomorrow, there would be no sales to enjoy 
when next Boxing Day rolls around.

In light of the economic benefits to the township and 
local consumers, a quick solution – and even quicker ac-
tion – is in order.

In all the hoopla and commentary that surrounded 
the discovery of Saddam Hussein, by far the most bi-
zarre is the claim that the capture vindicates George 

W. Bush’s ill-fated war in Iraq. 
Although all but the diehard believers know this was 

a war for oil, the stated goal was a war on terrorism, 
to remove the “imminent” danger posed by Hussein’s 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). There was no di-
rect connection to terrorism and no such weapons. For 
public relations purposes, the focus of the occupation 
shifted to “freeing Iraqis” from a dictatorship.

While the Americans did in fact overthrow Saddam 
Hussein – in relatively short order – the jury is still 
out on the future of the Iraqi people and their country. 
Capturing Hussein, a matter of course, hardly serves 
to justify the invasion and the slew of excuses that fol-
lowed, let alone the ongoing insurgency.

Yes, Bush’s popularity may rise for a while on news of 
the capture, but that hardly satisfies critics. If removing 
Hussein from power was the goal, that was achieved 
months ago. If imprisoning or executing him was the 
goal, that too could have been done earlier – years ago, 
in fact, when the brutal dictator was a U.S. ally receiving 
economic and military aid.

The capture of Hussein – and his ultimate fate – may 
have some impact on the number and frequency of at-
tacks on U.S. troops in Iraq. It may also help or hinder 
the so-called road to democracy the occupiers have laid 
out for the Governing Council. But it certainly has no 
bearing on the justification for a war that has been rou-
tinely criticized as unnecessary and counterproductive.
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“What is your
favourite holiday 

tradition?”

Valerie King Kristan Gytard Larry Ferguson Shannon Purves-Smith

REGULAR LETTER WRITER MARK JOHNSON TAKES AIM TO DETERMINE
JUST WHICH GROUP IS NEXT IN LINE TO BE TICKED OFF. 

“Getting together with 
family for Christmas din-
ner. It’s a time to be with 
relatives you haven’t seen 
in some time.”

“Christmas dinner. We 
look forward to eating 
a good meal like that all 
year.”

“It’s fun to give pres-
ents to the rest of the 
family, with everybody 
together.”

“We have a Christmas 
caroling party every year 
for people who can sing 
in… four part harmony.”

Dr. Foth

ALLAN FOTHERINGHAM

A little Q&A as a new prime minister takes over

Letters to the Editor

Canada’s best read 
political columnist.

Can Mark read this from 
his towering perch?

This scribbler, being 
an impatient man, 
is a firm believer 

in the Firing Squad The-
ory of Life. The Firing 
Squad Theory of Life is 
that there is nothing in 
the universe – including 
Einstein’s most arcane 
fabulations – that can-
not be explained in 
three sentences.

The secret, you see, 
is that you line the 
expert up before the 
firing squad: announce 
‘Ready,’ ‘Aim’ … and 
then next instruct the 
expert that we will not 
instruct ‘Fire!’ – if the 
expert explains the 
question in three sen-
tences.

The scribbler plays 
this game all the time 
at dinner parties, and 
you would be amazed 
– or perhaps not – at how 
many brainy people can 
get their explanations 
down to three sentences.  
The threat of a bullet to 
the brain produces re-
markable results.

Question: Why would 
the new bright and 
shiny prime minister of 

Canada announce as his 
finance minister some-
one who most people in 
the land had never heard 
of: one Ralph Goodale 
from south Saskatch-
ewan?

Answer: Simple. Ralph 
Goodale is the euphonic 
heir of Herb Gray (fond-
ly known as grey Herb) 
who, as J. Chrétien’s 
deputy prime minister, 
could bafflegab in Ques-
tion Period until the 
sun went down. Mister 
Martin is so smart as to 
elevate Herb’s heir in the 
Question Period – which 
never has any answers – 
a chap who can take the 
vocabulary to new levels 
of incomprehensibility. 
His gobbledegook will 
put the nation, not to 
mention the Press Gal-
lery, to sleep. The new 
finance minister will be 
P. Martin.

Q: Why has the Ot-
tawa press not asked 
why Anne McLellan is 
the first deputy prime 
minister of Canada who 
prefers shacking-up to 
marriage? I once asked 
her, since she has lived 

with an Edmonton law 
professor for a decade or 
so, why they never made 
it legal. “I guess we just 
never got around to it,” 
she explained. 

A: Is the Ottawa Press 
Gallery too lazy, or is too 
politically correct to en-
quire? The public, which 
decides everything, will 
make up its own mind, 
considering this is 2003.

Q: Why is it that 
Canada, with 31 mil-
lion bodies, has the 
revolutionary-change 
Paul Martin ap-
pointing 39 cabinet 
ministers (same as his 
hated predecessor) plus 
26 parliamentary secre-
taries elevated to cabinet 
rank? While the United 
States, with a popula-
tion of 280 million, has 

15 ministers in George 
Bush’s cabinet?

A: Beats me.
Q: What is going to be 

the most interesting rid-
ing battle in the nation 
when P. Martin calls his 
April election – trying of 
course to catch the con-
fused new Regressive 
Conservatives with no 
real plan or resources 
or organizations from 
ocean to ocean?

A: It will be in Toron-
to’s Danforth enclave 
– home of all the best 
Greek restaurants 
– when fresh NDP leader 
Jack Layton goes up 
against the flashy Liber-
al backbencher Dennis 
Mills who, to his vast 
disappointment, did not 
make it into the Martin 
cabinet. They are equal 

egomaniacs. The riding 
is where Layton made 
his reputation as the 
member for Queen’s 
Park in Toronto. The 
riding is where Mills 
– knowing the threat 
was coming – tried 
to cement his base by 
arranging the glitzy ar-
rival of Mick Jagger to a 
Toronto festival suppos-
edly erasing the SARS 
blight – and the Rolling 
Stones billing for only $1 
million for the gig. The 
contest will be interest-
ing. Two showboaters in 
a showdown.

Layton’s problem na-
tionally is that he’s from 
Toronto. If Jesus Christ 
was elected as leader of 
the NDP and was from 
Toronto, he would be 
crucified in the Prairies, 
where the party was 
born … and still lives.

Q: Who will be elected 
as President of the Ex-
cited States of America 
in November, 2004?

A. Dubya Bush.
QUOTE OF THE 

YEAR: England’s Plain 
English Campaign has 
an annual Foot In Mouth 
Award. It has given its 
2003 nod to the most baf-
fling statement made by 
a public figure. It goes 
to U.S. Defence Secre-
tary  Donald Rumsfeld. 
When asked about re-
ports that there were 
no known links between 
al-Qaeda and Iraq, he 
said, “Reports that say 
that something hasn’t 
happened are always in-
teresting to me, because 
as we know, there are 
known knowns, there 
are things we know we 
know. We also know 
there are known un-
knowns, that is to say, 
we know there are some 
things we do not know. 
But there are also un-
known unknowns—the 
ones we don’t know we 
don’t know.”

Seems clear to me. 

To the Editor,
Having first read Mark 

Johnson’s letter pertain-
ing to the elderly and their 
ability, or lack thereof, to 
drive (Observer, Nov. 29), 
and most recently, his 
scathing letter regarding 
smokers (Observer, Dec. 
13), I feel compelled to 
reply.

I do so hope Mr. Johnson 
will be able to read this 
from the apex of his ped-
estal.

Please, sir, keep me not in 
suspense for one moment 
longer. Which segment of 
society that does not fit 
into your neat, little box 
would you care to smear 
next?

If what you penned is 
truly your view upon 
smokers and their drain 
to the health-care system, 
do you then share your 
disdain equally with al-
coholism, drug addiction, 
obesity, etc?

Aside from being destruc-
tive, these are equally or, 
dare I say, more draining 
to the health-care system.

Since you revel at the 
recent tax hikes on ciga-
rettes and claim that they 
are “helping” smokers to 

quit, do you then, sir, pro-
pose the same for fast food, 
candy bars, ice cream, etc? 
Then to impose this tax 
upon solely those whom 
do not fit your ideal of a 
perfect body image? This 
way you could be “help-
ing” them as well.

Like it or not, Mr. 
Johnson, smoking is an 
addiction. Just as food, al-
cohol, drugs and gambling 
can be addictions – each 
destructive and draining 
in its own right. Addic-
tions need to be dealt with 
in an encouraging, posi-
tive manner in order to 
overcome them.

Lastly, your letter states, 
“that smoking is the 
scourge of the earth.”

Really Mr. Johnson?
Where then do igno-

rance, lack of compassion, 
intolerance and bigotry 
fit in?

Steve Bugarsky
Elmira

festive as I’ve seen ‘em in 
the past. If you’re readin’ 
this, there’s still a few 
days to go, so get out and 
spread some Christmas 
cheer – leave the grousin’ 
to me.

OH, THE PEOPLE OUTSIDE 
ARE FRIGHTFUL

Continued from page 6
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Saddam’s arrested development
As with many ma-

jor news events in 
the United States, 

it was left to “The Daily 
Show” (a show that its 
host proudly calls “a 
fake news show”) to 
make sense of it all. On 
Monday night (Dec. 15), 
Daily Show correspon-
dent Rob Corddry told 
host Jon Stewart that 
the key significance of 
the capture of Saddam 
Hussein was that “after 
months and months of 
searching, we’ve finally 
captured the guy who 
had nothing at all to do 
with Sept. 11.”

Based on the aftermath 
of the last White House 
photo opportunity 
(wherein it was revealed 
that the Thanksgiv-
ing turkey that George 
W. Bush was allegedly 
serving to U.S. soldiers 
was actually fake), I’m 
half expecting to find 
out that it was really an 
actor portraying Sad-
dam, rather than the 
leader of the Axis of 
Evil. But, assuming for 
the moment that last 
weekend’s arrest was 
not another elaborate 

stunt, pulling Saddam 
out of his hole may raise 
more problems than it 
solves for the U.S.

Lest there be any mis-
understanding, unlike 
the government of the 
United States, I’ve never 
been a fan of Saddam 
Hussein – not when he 
first seized power in the 
late 1970s; not when he 
launched a war against 
Iran in the 1980s, and 
not when he invaded Ku-
wait in 1990. I think that 
he should be brought 
before a World Criminal 
Court and tried for his 
crimes. But, thanks to 
the staunch opposition 
of the United States, the 
creation of the World 
Criminal Court has 
been stalled, so that 
isn’t likely to happen.

To have any credibility 
at all, a prosecution of 
Saddam Hussein would 
have to be conducted 
under international 
auspices. Kenneth Roth, 
executive director of 
Human Rights Watch, 
noted that “Saddam 
Hussein’s capture is a 
welcome development 
and it’s important that 

the Iraqi people feel 
ownership of his trial. 
But it’s equally impor-
tant that the trial not 
be perceived as vengeful 
justice. For that reason, 
international jurists 
must be involved in the 
process.” 

While Bush argues that 
the matter should be left 
to the Iraqi Governing 
Council and its new war 
crimes tribunal, the 
world is not likely to be 
fooled by any actions of 
the puppet government. 

“Iraq has no experience 
with trials lasting more 
than a few days,” said 
Roth. “International 
expertise in prosecuting 
genocide, war crimes, 
and crimes against hu-
manity cases must be 
utilized to ensure a fair 
and effective trial.”

Roth added that “any 
court conducting the tri-
al must be independent 
of political influence, 
and free of bias and 

partiality. The trial 
must give the benefit of 
every protection for the 
rights of the accused un-
der international law. 
Saddam Hussein must 
be allowed to conduct 
a vigorous defense that 
includes the right to 
legal counsel at an early 
stage.” 

Of course, the U.S. 
has already violated 
the Geneva Convention 
through its public dis-
play of their prisoner. 
And they do know about 
this rule. On Mar. 23, 
Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld pro-
tested Iraq’s treatment 
of five American sol-
diers taken prisoner. 

“The Geneva Conven-
tion indicates that it’s 
not permitted to photo-
graph and embarrass 
or humiliate prisoners 
of war,” Rumsfeld told 
Face The Nation. 

Iraq’s occupiers have 
good reason to avoid 

a proper trial. Rums-
feld, Cheney, Bush et al 
certainly don’t want to 
encourage any further 
attention on the role 
they played in propping 
up Saddam during the 
most fearsome days of 
his iron rule. They even 
vetoed UN resolutions 
that criticized his use of 
chemical weapons. 

Michael Moore makes 
a strong argument that 
the military-industrial 
complex (a term in-
vented by an outgoing 
Republican president) 
have only recently dis-
covered their strong 
distaste for Saddam. 

“America used to like 
Saddam. We loved Sad-
dam. We funded him. We 
armed him. We helped 
him gas Iranian troops. 
But then he screwed up. 
He invaded the dictator-
ship of Kuwait and, in 
doing so, did the worst 
thing imaginable – he 
threatened an even bet-
ter friend of ours: the 
dictatorship of Saudi 
Arabia, and its vast oil 
reserves. The Bushes 
and the Saudi royal fam-
ily were and are close 

business partners, and 
Saddam, back in 1990, 
committed a royal blun-
der by getting a little too 
close to their wealthy 
holdings. Things went 
downhill for Saddam 
from there.”

And so, things con-
tinue to go downhill 
for Saddam. But, his 
demise will do nothing 
to stop the increasingly 
strident resistance to 
the American occupa-
tion of Iraq. It won’t 
make the region safer 
for Iraq’s neighbours. 
And, it won’t make 
Americans safer from 
the threat of terror-
ism. But, that’s never 
been the goal of the in-
vasion. It’s all about 
winning a second term 
for Bush. It remains 
to be seen whether 
the image of Saddam 
having a forced dental 
checkup will provide 
the necessary electoral 
stimulus, where the 
premature “Mission Ac-
complished” banner and 
the fake turkey have 
failed. Let’s hope that 
Americans aren’t that 
gullible.
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Woolwich assessment takes another jump Taking the road from private to public                                                                                           Grocery plan wins approval

How To Save 10% On Your Farm Insurance.
  Is your farm safe? Did you know that from 1991-1995, farm accidents 
killed 502 Canadians?
  Reduce your risk by completing the Agricultural Safety Audit 
Program checklist to find hidden dangers. Not only will you be more 
safety conscious, you’ll qualify for a 10% discount on your North 
Waterloo farm policy.
  Don’t become an accident statistic. Protect yourself, your family and 
your employees. Call us for more details.

The mark of a safe farm.GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611
1-888-453-3766

mail@gleesoninsurance.com

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

You may not be aware of 
it, but there is a chance 
you are already using 
a computer from Real-

ity Bytes, an Elmira computer 
refurbisher now selling to the 
public. For the past two years, 
the business has been buy-
ing computers off-lease from 
corporations and selling them 
to other wholesalers and com-
puter stores. Now, the firm is 
offering its best inventory to 
local computer users.

“We’re offering a premium 
product to the end users 
around here at wholesale pric-
es,” said owner Troy Witter. 
“We’re going to take the best of 
our stock and give it to the end 
user. There are a lot of places 
that sell cheap, cheap, cheap. 
If you’re buying cheap, you’re 
buying garbage. You get what 
you pay for.

“They’ll probably be very sur-
prised at what they can get for 
the prices. Excellent quality 
systems for the prices.”

The company moved from 
Hawkesville in October, and is 
located at 112 Bonnie Cres. (off 
Union Street, north of Oriole 
Parkway) in Elmira. The retail 
store opened its doors Dec. 1.

Although consumers can 
now buy directly from Real-

Reality doesn’t byte in Elmira
Rapid expansion expected for computer wholesaler

Trim Masters makes best seats
JD Power recognizes local firm’s parent company

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some of the world’s 
most comfortable 
automobile seats are 

being manufactured here 
in Elmira, and now Trim 
Masters LP has a pres-
tigious honour to prove 
it. The firm just began 
making seats in Elmira 
in September, so it wasn’t 
eligible for the award, 
but the Kentucky-based 
corporation has been 
making seats for years 
and has been recognized 
by JD Power as the best in 

North America for 2003.
The firm beat out its 

parent company, Araco 
Corporation of Japan, 
which had won the two 
previous years. Based on 
U.S. consumer surveys, 
Trim Masters seats re-
ported only 3.5 problems 
per 100; Araco seats had 
six problems per 100.

The Elmira plant is 
the newest of 12 in the 
company’s group, and is 
the only Canadian opera-
tion; Trim Masters has 
10 plants in the U.S. and 
one in Mexico. The plant 
is a broadcast supplier 

for the Toyota factory in 
Cambridge, providing 
on-demand product based 
on what Toyota orders by 
computer each day. Seats 
– for the Lexus RX330 
– are produced and deliv-
ered within hours, with 
shipments sent frequent-
ly each day.

“Very big thing,” plant 
manager Max Willsie 
said of the award. “It 
shows as a corporation 
that we are capable of 
delivering a high quality 
product to our customer. 
We have a very demand-
ing customer in Toyota, 

and we have to meet their 
expectations. The con-
sumer that’s spending 
their hard-earned 
dollars on a 
Lexus vehicle 
expects top-
of-the-line 
q u a l i t y , 
and we’ve 
p r o v e n 
that we can 
deliver.”

New em-
ployees are 
about to join the 
296 currently working 
in Elmira. In April, the 
plant will begin making 

seat frames and shipping 
them to Milton’s Johnson 
Controls (another of its 

parent companies), 
where they will 

be made into 
seats for 
the Toyota 
C o r o l l a s 
being built 
in Cam-
bridge.
“We’re go-

ing to add 
77 people to 

our organization 
and install some new 

equipment, which will 
arrive here at the begin-

ning of the new year,” 
Willsie said. “We’ll be 
putting out 1,000 seat 
frames a day.”

“It’s very important to 
our community,” said 
Woolwich Mayor Bill 
Strauss, who attended the 
employee lunch announc-
ing the award. “We were 
very enthused when we 
were asked about helping 
this get set up here with 
the land and that. I’m still 
enthused today. A plant 
like this, a nice clean 
operation, lots of jobs, 
providing for the cars you 
and I drive – it’s great.”

ity Bytes, the main focus of 
the business will remain the 
wholesale aspect.

“Overseas, they’re crying 
for computers – Pakistan, 
Morocco, other places in Af-
rica, India,” Witter said. “It’s 
brokered through somebody 

in Toronto who knows them. I 
usually don’t have contact with 
them straight to the source.”

Most of the shop’s wholesale 
clients in Canada are local 
computer stores, based in the 
area between Toronto, London 
and St. Catharines.

On the retail front, Reality 
Bytes caters to both corporate 
and individual purchasers.

“I have a flexibility of every-
thing. Somebody who wants 
something for the kids at $100 
– or even lower – or somebody 
who wants something high end 

– maybe a gamer or somebody 
who’s working a lot with Auto-
CAD – we have everything here.”

Along with desktop comput-
ers, the store carries a range 
of monitors and laptop comput-
ers, which Witter said he hopes 
will be a large component of 
the retail division.

“The laptops range from $399 
– we call those Grade B. It 
would have a small issue like 
a bad battery or something like 
that. Most people don’t use the 
battery anyway, so it doesn’t 
really matter. We have a pre-
mium Grade A product as well, 
which is a little bit more just to 
have the good battery.”

If you already have a computer, 
there may still be a reason to 
check out Reality Bytes, he said.

“We’ll do upgrades, or fix 
computer problems, reinstall 
Windows. Just about anything 
that has to do with your com-
puter.”

Having just moved into the 
Elmira warehouse, Witter can 
already see he doesn’t have 
enough space to accommodate 
his growing needs.

“We’re going to need to expand 
within the next eight months,” 
he said. “It really depends on 
how much product comes out 
into the market. Leasing fluc-
tuates quite a bit. It’s hard to 
predict whether there’s going 
to be a lot of stock.”

CASEY LESSARD

As the year winds down, construction continues to boom in Woolwich. 
In November, the township issued 29 building permits, encompassing 71 
dwelling units, with a total construction value of $9.2 million, bringing 
the year-to-date figure to $28.3 million.

Woolwich council this week passed a bylaw that transfers land to DLM 
Foods Corp., paving the way for Martin’s Lane to become a public street. 
Making the lane, adjacent to the Elmira pet food plant, a public road provides 
frontage to three existing properties and allows for a new industrial lot.

Plans for a new 34,000-square-foot grocery store in Elmira’s south end 
won official approval at Woolwich council Dec. 16. Although details are 
still being negotiated, both the township and developer have agreed to 
the size and location of the store. A tenant has yet to be named.

FROM WAREHOUSE TO RETAIL Troy Witter’s Reality Bytes, a computer refurbisher and wholesaler that recently relocated to 
Elmira from Hawkesville, has expanded into the retail side of the business at its Bonnie Crescent location.
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Not just a fashion accessory Bauer remembers Snyder Machin tops for the week

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Once the momentum 
started to build, there 
was nothing Guelph 
could do to stop the 

Elmira Sugar Kings from run-
ning up the score. The Kings 
handed the so-called Domina-
tors an 11-2 loss in the Elmira 
barn Dec. 14.

“We played well. The first five 
minutes really wasn’t the way 
we wanted to start, but [goal-
tender] Blake Scherer held us 
in there and made about three 
or four big saves. Once we got 
going, it was like we were go-
ing downhill all night and they 
couldn’t stop us,” explained 
coach John East. 

“We had to come up with a 
good performance. We’ve been 
giving away points for the last 
little while, so we wanted to 
make sure that we got the two 
points. We wanted to make sure 
we were in the top four before 
we break for Christmas, so 
these were two points that we 
needed.”

Before Christmas break be-
gins, the currently fifth-place 
Kings still have to face the 
third-place Cambridge Winter-
hawks on the road today (Dec. 
20) and the number-two Kitch-
ener Dutchmen at the Elmira 
Arena for a matinee game 
tomorrow.

The Dec. 14 landslide victory 
started half way through the 
first period and just kept go-
ing. At 10:34, Adam McHenry 
got the ball rolling when he 
planted one behind netminder 
Victor Ranieri, who was later 

Kings teach Guelph 11-2 lesson
Call-up players add to the score as Elmira deals with injuries

switched up with Chris Pope.
Assisting were Brock Zinken 

and Steve Reid.
Ryan Benesch made his pres-

ence known with an unassisted, 
short-handed goal a minute and 
a half later.

Guelph found themselves 
on the scoreboard with eight 
seconds remaining in the 
first frame, thanks to Greg 
Guertens, from Josh Taylor and 
Kyle Campbell.

Shots action was tight for the 
frame, with Elmira testing the 
Dominator defences 12 times 
and Scherer fending off 10 of the 
11 attempts made on him.

Second period is where the 
momentum started to pick up 
pace. The Kings landed four 
goals, split by a single Guelph 

tally.
The opening seconds saw the 

team’s leading scorer Jeremy 
Machin find the net, with help 
from Andrew Coburn.

That goal was followed 
almost immediately by an-
other Kings marker, which 
came from Justin Piquette at 
18:23. Travis Martin and Chad 
Swartzentruber pitched in for 
the goal.

Responding to the three-point 
lead by the hometown team, 
Guelph’s Kelsey Blinkhorn 
managed to slip one behind 
Scherer with the clock reading 
4:23. Teammates Todd Cooper 
and Jim Misurka recorded the 
assists.

That was the final goal for the 
visiting team, which could do 

nothing but sit back and enjoy 
the ride as the Kings continued 
to feed them the rubber.

With 1:47 remaining in the 
period the Kings returned to 
a three-goal lead, thanks to 
Machin, from Mike Floto and 
Swartzentruber.

Reid landed the final goal of 
the period just 31 seconds later. 
Machin and Benesch marked 
the assists.

Shots on net for the frame 
showed Elmira’s dominance 
over the Dominators; 18-8.

The final 20 minutes saw the 
Kings land five more goals, 
most of which came from call-
up Midget AA players.

Sickness and a few injuries 
left the Kings to rely heavily 
on call-ups for the game.

“It was nice to see the young 
kids that we called up from the 
Midget team play real well and 
everybody was getting involved 
in the score sheet,” noted East. 
“They did a really good job.”

Midget AA’s Jared Redekop 
landed both the first and last 
goals of the frame, as well as an 
assist. Floto also netted one.

Pitching in on Redekop’s 
efforts were Reid, McHenry, 
Justin Clark and Tyler 
Brenner. Floto found Clark and 
Redekop helping. 

Rounding out the score at 11-
2, Sharpe and Swartzentruber 
both netted the rubber. Provid-
ing the assists for Sharpe were 
Swartzentruber and Reid, who 
also aided Swartzentruber’s 
goal with Sharpe.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A midseason slump 
has hit the Welles-
ley Applejacks. 

The Junior Development 
team added two losses 
last weekend, bringing its 
record to 10-11-1.

“I guess when the hockey 
gods aren’t shining down 
on you, you have to work 
that much harder to get 
anything. I think we 
worked hard, it just won’t 
bounce our way; we can’t 
find the back of the net 
right now,” said coach 
Chip Seiling. “I’ve told the 
boys to just keep fighting 
through it, it’s got to stop 
eventually, it can’t con-
tinue like this forever.

“It’s not because we’re 

Applejacks fall 2-1 to Port Dover
“We’re fighting the puck right now,” says Seiling

not a good hockey team; 
it’s because we’re fighting 
the puck right now.”

The Jacks suffered a 
6-3 loss to the Tavistock 
Braves in a road game 
Dec. 12 and followed that 
up with a 2-1 decision for 
Port Dover in the Wellesley 
barn Dec. 13.

Coming into Saturday’s 
game, Sailor’s coach Tim 
Christo was looking to 
take away what he saw as 
the Jack’s biggest advan-
tage – their speed. 

“That’s a good team down 
there and I don’t think we 
can skate with them. So 
we had to trap them up a 
little bit and try to pick 
off passes,” he told the Ob-
server following the game. 
“There’s just no way we 
can skate with that team 

– they’re just too fast. We 
had to sit back and wait for 
our chances, be patient.”

“And they did a good job 
of that,” Seiling noted. 
“They got their sticks be-
tween our legs whenever 
they could and they played 
a smart game in Wellesley 
here.”

The visitors kept Welles-
ley against the boards and 
intercepted passes left, 
right and centre. Had it not 
been for goaltender Conor 
Smith – who fended off 11 
of 12 shots in the opening 
frame, 35 of 37 overall 
– the score could have been 
much worse for the home 
team.

It took a power-play 
advantage for Port Dover 
to land their first goal 

RICHARD VIVIAN

PAT MERLIHAN

 See JACKS page 11

Those black belts do more than match their shoes. A pair of Elmira 
Karate Dojo participants were elevated to the level of black belt Dec. 7. 
Judges graded Barbara Lamble-Robertson and Chris Barran on their skill, 
knowledge and stamina before presenting the belts. 

Bauer Hockey is helping to preserve the memory of Elmira’s Dan Snyder. 
The hockey equipment manufacturer has donated 680 crests featuring 
Snyder’s #37, which he wore while playing with the Atlanta Thrashers. The 
crests will be sown on all Woolwich Minor Hockey jerseys.

Sniper Jeremy Machin of the Elmira Sugar Kings was the top performer 
in the Midwestern Junior B this week. To-date, the powerful forward and 
player of the week has 63 points, including 19 goals and 44 assists. Also 
with 63 points is Stratford’s Mark Van Vliet, with 35 goals and 28 assists.

BUILDING MOMENTUM  The Elmira Sugar Kings handed the Guelph Dominators an 11-2 loss at Elmira Arena Dec. 14. Top scorers for the Kings were Jeremy Machin (two 
goals and an assist) and Jared Redekop (two goals and an assist).

NOT GONNA HAPPEN  Officials hold back Wellesley’s Ryan Gerber and Port Dover’s Aaron Swarts 
during a third period show of aggression Dec. 13. 
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

Snowshoes: taking a bit of Canadiana off the walls

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
20

SAT.

21

SUN.

22

MON.

23

TUES.

24

WED.

25

THU.

26

FRI.

27

SAT.

28

SUN.

29

MON.

30

TUES.

31

WED.

  1

THU.

  2

FRI.

3

1:00 PM to
CLOSE

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

7:00 PM to
CLOSE

CLOSED

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

CLOSED FOR 
RECOVERY

1:00 PM to
CLOSE

CLOSED CLOSED

1 - 4 PM &
7 -CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

1 - 5 PM &
7 - CLOSE

SAT.

4

1:00 PM to
5:00 PM

SUN.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

(GREAT STOCKING
STUFFERS!)

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
 HAPPY HOLIDAYS! HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

If you ever doubted the 
ingenuity of the Cana-
dian outdoorsperson, 

look no further than the 
snowshoe. Simple and 
rugged, they are like 
those of us who actually 
attempt to use them. To 
me, the snowshoe and the 
donut shop are symbols of 
the true north strong and 
free and proof positive 
that we have entirely too 
much time on our hands. 
Forget the maple leaf, 
these enduring emblems 
should have graced our 
fl ag.

Snowshoes are not sim-
ply tennis rackets gone 
bad. Far from it. In fact, 
nothing will handicap a 
good tennis player like 
snowshoes. Sure, it’s awk-
ward to return a sizzling 
backhand as you make a 

herringboned dash up 
court, but you’ll really 
know your limitations if 
you happen to win and 
need to jump the net. I 
suspect that this is why 
tennis never caught on 
around Hudson’s Bay. 

Still, in the right set-
tings, snowshoes can be 
an asset. However, un-
less you routinely trudge 
across windswept ice 
packs in search of your 
next feed of walrus, there 
is no right setting. Not 
here. In these less frigid 
climes, snowshoes are 
the domain of the feeble-
minded and desperate. 
All others trust snowmo-
biles.

I was out snowshoeing 
last year. I don’t know 
what possessed me, it’s 
not like I was desperate 

or anything.
In that momentary 

lapse, I forgot that 
snowshoes were actu-
ally designed to hang on 
cabin walls and maybe 
swat the odd black fl y 
in spring. To an expe-
rienced outdoorsman, 
nothing looks nicer over 
a backwoods fi replace, 
except maybe a moose 
head with a bottle opener 
inlaid under the chin. In 
fact, veteran snowshoers 
often leave them hung 
up over the fi replace for 
winters on end, hoping 
a errant spark will set 
the rawhide and wood 

afl ame. Wives place the 
moose heads next to 
them, for similar rea-
sons.

Perhaps, it was because 
they have hung on my 
wall for the previous 
two years without incur-
ring serious fi re damage 
that the urge struck me. 
Looking at them day-in 
and day-out brought back 
fond memories. Okay, 
maybe not, but at least 
the fl ashbacks ceased.

So, after a heavy snow-
fall, I strapped on my old 
snowshoes and got ready 
to go. Now, I’ll admit to 
being a little rusty, and 

maybe that explains 
why I failed to take them 
down from the wall be-
fore I affi xed myself to 
them. My wife wasn’t 
much help either, rush-
ing out with the kindling 
and matches.

Despite this minor set-
back, I was soon on my 
way. 

Now, in snowshoeing, 
as in all other modes of 
travel, the downhill part 
is easy. It’s the uphill 
climbs that are hard. 
Fortunately, in hilly 
country, downhill is 50 
per cent of your travel. 

Veteran snow walkers 
have many techniques 
for descending steep 
slopes. Mine consists of 
rolling up in a ball with 
snowshoes wrapped be-
hind my head as I slowly 

but surely gain speed 
and hurtle towards the 
creek at the bottom. 
The wanton screaming 
serves a role similar to 
the “Fore!” in golf.

Ah, there is nothing 
like a pristine snows-
cape, even if viewed from 
a facedown position. It 
really awakens a person 
to the stark beauty of na-
ture. Even in winter, you 
really have to stop and 
smell the roses, frozen 
or not. 

The small campfi re is 
a wonderful thing too, 
although even the most 
experienced outdoors-
men will sometimes 
forget that he shouldn’t 
stand too close while 
wearing snowshoes. On 
the plus side, I broke a 
new trail to the creek.

Jacks look to turn it around after recent skid
– the only one in the fi rst 
20 minutes. With 10:27 still 
to tick down, Sailor Ryan 
Schom attracted Smith’s 
attention to the side of the 
net while teammate John 
Swarts skated in to land 
a shot from the wide-open 
centre.

Port Dover goaltender 
Jason Medeiros defended 
against 10 shots in the 
opening frame, but many 
attempts failed to make it 
to him. Throughout the 
game, the Jacks worked 
to slip the puck through 
the crease repeatedly, but 
rarely had the man in 

place to take the shot.
Seconds into period two, 

the Sailors doubled their 
score, courtesy of Tony 
Lasnowski, from Craig 
Cattrysse.

“We knew we had to stay 
out of the penalty box, 
for one thing,” Christo 
said, noting the game was 

relatively aggression-free. 
“They’ve got a lot of scoring 
power and if we’re going to 
spend the night in the pen-
alty box, they’re going to 
fi ll the net on us. We had to 
stay disciplined, be smart 
and wait for our chances. 
It wasn’t a high-scoring 
game, but 2-1 wins.”

The Jacks’ goal came at 
6:23 in the second period. 
Bryan Veitch and Dave 
Munroe paired up to land 
on the scoreboard.

The third period was 
goalless, but saw the 
game’s sole act of real 
violence. At 11:31, Port 
Dover’s Andrew Swarts 
was booted from the game 
after he sent Reed McCall 
Stroh fl ying through the 
air with a knee. 

“He should be okay. That 
was just for precautionary 
reasons,” Seiling said of 
why he kept his player out 
for the remainder of play. 
“He had just got back last 

game from the same thing, 
so we didn’t want to push 
him.”

Following the knee, of-
fi cials held back Swarts 
and Ryan Gerber, who was 
looking for a little retribu-
tion. But the scrap wasn’t 
allowed to go down. Swarts 
was given fi ve minutes in 
the box for the knee and 
ejected from the game. 
Gerber took four penalty 
minutes for two counts of 
roughing.

Continued from page 10

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE 
DEC. 12
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 1
Goals: Adam Brubacher, Eric 
VanGerwen
Assists: Matthew Schieck

PEEWEE AE
DEC. 11
Woolwich 3 Erin 4
Goals: Kurtis Van Werkhoven, 
Jonathan Weber, Devin Church
Assists: Brent Kron (2), Josh 
Wade (2), Devin Church
DEC. 13
Woolwich 0 Erin 4
DEC. 14
Woolwich 5 Arthur 2
Goals: Brent Kron (2), Tyler 
Schwartzentruber, Brandon 
Brubacher, Alex Zizzo
Assists: Nolan Beatty (3), Kurtis 
Van Werhoven (2), Andrew 
Moore, Axl Schneider, Brandon 
Lamers, Tyler Schwartzentruber, 
Ben Crease

PEEWEE MINOR
DEC. 14
Woolwich 1 Brampton 7
Goals: Michael Cameron
Assists: Graham Stan, Jacob 
McIntosh

PEEWEE MAJOR
DEC. 11
Woolwich 3 Burlington 3
Goals: Caleb Redekop, Ben 
Ahier, Alex Gribbons
Assists: Jason Young, Nicholas 
Roth, Nicholas Timmerman
DEC. 13
Woolwich 1 Brampton 1
Goals: Nicholas Timmerman
DEC. 14 
Woolwich 0 Hespeler 10

BANTAM AE
DEC. 9
Woolwich 11 Acton 1
Goals: Shane McTavish (4), 
Trevor Thompson (2), David 
Trimble, Cory Martin, Patrick 
Meyer, Tanner Hackbart, Kellen 
Bolger
Assists: Tyler Scott (3), Tanner 
Hackbart (2), Shane McTavish, 
David Trimble, Kellen Bolger, 

Braden Freisen, Adam Moore, 
Corey Martin
DEC. 13
Woolwich 8 Acton 0
Goals: Brad Shantz (2), Corey 
Martin, Tanner Hackbart, Kellen 
Bolger, Braden Freisen, Shane 
McTavish, David Trimble
Assists: Corey Martin (3), Shane 
McTavish (2), David Trimble (2), 
Cory Martin (2), Tyler Scott (2), 
Andrew Schill (2), Max Schneider 
(2), Patrick Meyer
DEC. 15
Woolwich 8 Milton 0
Goals: Shane McTavish (3), Brad 
Shantz (3), Tanner Hackbart, 
Patrick Meyer
Assists: Tanner Hackbart (2), 
Tyler Scott, Cory Martin

BANTAM MINOR
DEC. 12
Woolwich 3 Brampton 6
Goals: Jarred Parent, Matt Horst, 
Jordan Neeb
Assists: Cody Bates, Ryan Mann, 
Brock Shoemaker
DEC. 14
Woolwich 3 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Jarred 
Parent
Assists: Damien Parent, Dan 
Huber

BANTAM MAJOR
DEC. 13
Woolwich 4 Acton 1
Goals: Brad Frey, Michael Dunn, 
Ryan Phisterer, Matt Horst
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre 
(2), Jeff Dumart (2), Brent 
Oliver, Brendan Cosgrove, Ryan 
Phisterer, Matt Horst
DEC. 14
Woolwich 5 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Steve 
Bauman (2), Jonathan MacIntyre
Assists: Matt Horst (3), Jonathan 
MacIntyre (3), Brandon Rilling

MIDGET AA
DEC. 12
Woolwich 6 Guelph 2
Goals: Tyler Brenner (3), Brock 
Zinken (2), Steve Johnson
Assists: Jake Frey (2), Justin 
Clark, Mike Floto, Shawn Dunn, 
Matt Snyder, Brock Zinken, Scott 
Shantz

DEC. 16
Woolwich 2 Ancaster 3
Goals: Brock Zinken, Garret 
Rank
Assists: Dan Rhame (2), Scott 
Shantz

MIDGET LL
DEC. 13
Woolwich 3 Ayr 3
Goals: Shawn Basra, David Darosa, 
Kerry Petker
Assists: Shawn Basra, John 
Kearsley, Mike MacDonald, David 
Darosa, Matt Mazurka

WOOLWICH MINOR
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
DEC. 13
Woolwich 11 Waterloo 0
Goals: Sarah Church (6), Meghan 
Hovey (3), Jocelyn Lubert (2)
Assists: Carly Horst (5), Meghan 
Hovey (4), Melanie Schwartzentruber 
(3), Sarah Church, Emma Davidson

TWIN CENTRE
MINOR GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
DEC. 13
Twin Centre 3 Kitchener 0
Goals: Katie Misener, Amanda 
Rose, Natasha Runstedler
Assists: Lindsay Dietrich, Katie 
Misener, Ashley Beacom, Monica 
D’Arcy
DEC. 14
Twin Centre 4 Kitchener 2
Goals: Natasha Runstedler (3), 
Jessica Dunbar
Assists: Monica D’Arcy, Natasha 
Runstedler, Sarah Bader, Jessica 
Dunbar

ATOM
DEC. 7
Twin Centre Red 3 Cambridge 1
Goals: Amber Shewfelt (2), Alicia 
Koebel
Assists: Clara Borton-Clark, Alicia 
Koebel, Jessica Finney

PEEWEE LL
DEC. 14
Twin Centre 3 Cambridge 1
Goals: Stacey Frey (2), Stephanie 
Sebben
Assists: Emily Erb (2), Stephanie 
Kipfer, Emily Detzler

BANTAM
DEC. 9
Twin Centre 10 Cambridge 0
Goals: Monika Sheridan (2), 
Sarah Runstedler (2), Alaina 
Groen, Tricia Schwartzentruber, 
Emma Greer, Meghan Lankin, 
Kristie Taves, Holly Steinman
Assists: Alaina Groen (3), Tricia 
Schwartzentruber (2), Holly 
Steinman (2), Kristie Taves (2), 
Lauren Howorth, Emma Greer

MIDGET
DEC. 10
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener 1
Goals: Meggy McTavish, Beth 
Brubacher
Assists: Rachel Van Allen, Holly 
Ogram

WOOLWICH MINOR
RINGETTE
NOVICE
Dec. 13
Woolwich 6 Guelph 5
Goals: Alyssa Tomlin (3), Emily 
Strenzke (2), Hannah MacCrimmon

JUNIOR
DEC. 5
Woolwich 2 St. Mary’s 8
Goals: Megan Lee, Becca Wall
Assists: Laura Bilton
Woolwich 3 Mitchell 4
Goals: Jessica Conlon, Gillian 
Primeau, Megan Lee
Assists: Kylie Ahier (2), Jessica 
Conlon
DEC. 6
Woolwich 3 Tillsonburg 1
Golas: Megan Lee, Becca Wall, 
Laura Bilton
Assists: Jillian Pashar (2), Kylie 
Aheir (2), Megan Lee
DEC. 14
Woolwich 4 Elora/Fergus 3
Goals: Megan Lee (2), April 
Hammel, Becca Wall
Assists: Kylie Ahier, Becca Wall, 
Gillian Primeau, Jillian Pashar, 
Leah Ahier, Megan Lee
DEC. 17
Woolwich 5 Elora/Fergus 3
Goals: Megan Lee (3), Becca Wall, 
Jillian Pashar
Assists: Gillian Primeau (2), 
Laura Bilton (2), Becca Wall, April 
Hammel, Alicia Davidson, Jessica 
Conlon
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Shop & Save 

Just in time for Christmas!

20-30%
Savings

PLUS
Friday Nights  Open ‘til 8pm

AND PAY NO GST

1369 KING ST., ST. JACOBS      TEL: 664-3008HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday

Reality Bytes Inc.
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

computer wholesaler
����������������������

DELL
Pentium III - 933
• 256 mb ram 
• 20 gb hard drive
• CD
• 17” Flat Monitor
• Win 2000
• All Black $499

$109

17” FLAT SCREEN 
MONITORS

LAPTOP
COMPUTERS

$399
STARTING AT

QUALITY 
USED 

COMPUTERS 
AT FAIR 
PRICES!

GIFTiDEASMINUTE

E L M I R A  
PHOTO

HOURS: Monday to Friday 8 - 8; Saturday 9-5; Closed Sunday    TEL: 669-FILM (-3456) 

ONE HOUR PHOTO • ENLARGEMENTS • FRAMING • PORTRAITS • CAMERAS

57 Arthur Street South, Elmira

Share the Perfect Gift!

KODAK 
EASYSHARE DX6340

$379.99
3.1 MEGA PIXELS • 4X OPTICAL ZOOM

PREPAID FILM $9.99
KODAK ROYAL GOLD - 24 EXPOSURE • 200 ISO

Great 
Stocking 
Stuffers!

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

www.elmiraphoto.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

OPEN TO SERVE YOU:
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 PM
Sat. 8:00 - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY IS OUR FAMILY DAY

Call Today!
664-2226
664-3400

OVER 40 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SANTA SUGGESTS:
Clarke
Compressor 
Kits
$19900

KIT INCLUDES:
• 1 1/2 hp, 18 gal compressor
• Nailer gun 3/4” - 2”  • Hose

0128-518

LIMITED STOCK

WE HAVE GREAT 
GIFTS FOR DADS

HOME FURNITURE 
RETAIL STORE
1421 King Street North  
ST. JACOBS

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Thur. 8-6; Fri. 8-9
Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5

664-3301

NEW LOW PRICE!

$4995*

after programming credits

* Net price based on purchase of Model 3120 and calculated as follows: SRP of model 3120 is $199.95. If purchased with a 2 year programming commitment of at least $37.99 per month before December 31, 2003, price will be reduced 
by $100 at point of sale with a n additional $50 credit to be applied upon activation to your account before applicable taxes, within 6 to 8 weeks. System(s) must be installed and activated by January 18, 2004. Installation also included 
with a 2 year commitment, otherwise SRP for basic installation is $99.00. New customers only, can not be combined with any other offer. Residents living in condominiums, apartments or other multi-dwelling buildings must provide 
letter of permission from building management or condo board prior to the installation of equipment. Offer not available to commercial customers. Signed contract with valid photo identifi cation and credit card required to purchase 
system and open an account with ExpressVu. Other conditions may apply. See store or visit www.bell.c /satellite for complete details. ExpressVu is a trade mark of Bell Express Vu L.P.

ExpressVu  3120™ 
digital satellite system

• 100% digital picture and sound
• Over 300 video channels

INSTALLATION INCLUDED

OFFER AVAILABLE 
FOR FIRST TIME 
SUBSCRIBERS

ONLY.

ALL CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS

25%
off

Until Dec. 25,03

NOW SHOP ONLINE FROM HOME AT:
www.elmirafarmservice.com

ONTARIO’S BEST SELECTION OF JOHN DEERE TOYS & GIFTWARE

Come
see us for

more great Christmas 
ideas!

BATTERY
OPERATED
TRACTOR
$299.95

WITH THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

Closeout       
   Sale!

80%
up to

all items
are priced

to clear

Friday  Dec 19  9:30 - 9:00
Saturday  Dec 20 9:30 - 4:00
Tuesday  Dec 23  9:30 - 7:00
Wednesday Dec 24  9:30 - 4:00
Friday  Dec. 26  9:30 - 4:00
Saturday  Dec. 27  9:30 - 4:00
Monday  Dec. 29  9:30 - 5:30
Tuesday  Dec. 30  9:30 - 5:30

F I N A L  D A Y
Wednesday Dec. 31 9:30 - 4:00

THE WENDY TREE
91 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIR A (BESIDE THE POST OFFICE)

TEL : ( 519 ) 669-5848

lAST-

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

A Gift 
Subscription
to the best
weekly in
Ontario.

$35

What Santa
gives for 
those on 
his nice list.

+GST

Nowhere else 
can you get 
the most 
entertaining 
& informative 
read anywhere 
in Woolwich 
and Wellesley.

A One-year Subscription 
starting in the new year!

Give us a call

669-5790
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The Elmira Sugar 
Kings got a mouth-
ful of defeat when 

they hit the road to face 
the Kitchener Dutch-
men last Saturday (Dec. 
13). The trip to The Aud 
saw the local squad fall 
5-3 to the hometown 
players.

The Midwestern Ju-
nior B’s second-placed 
Dutchmen were first to 
light up the scoreboard, 
but it wasn’t a runaway 
victory.

Elmira, ranked fifth, 
battled them back and 
forth, point for point, 
until the third frame 
came. That’s when the 
Kitchener snipers laid 
on the pressure and 

Dutchmen down Kings 5-3
Coburn, Reid land goals for Elmira on the road

made it a two-point lead 
for the final.

Kitchener’s Kevin 
Galerno landed the 
sole goal of the open-
ing period, planting 
one behind netminder 
Erol Kahraman with 
less than three minutes 
left on the clock. Scott 
Howells and Matt Smith 
provided the assists.

The first 20 minutes 
saw the Kings test the 
Kitchener net defender 
three times, compared 
to eight shots on Kahra-
man.

Taking advantage of 
the power play, Elmira 
evened things out early 
in the second period. 
Just 2:18 in, Andrew 
Coburn landed one 
behind Jokic. Helpers 
came courtesy of Jer-

emy Machin and Adam 
McHenry.

Responding 10 minutes 
later, Smith took the 
lead back for his team 
with help from Galerno.

But Elmira wasn’t 
content to call it a pe-
riod facing a deficit and 
rallied to put one more 
home before the buzzer. 
With 2:45 to go, Steve 
Reid made it 2-2 thanks 
in part to Ryan Benesch 
and Machin.

The Kings managed to 
outshoot the Dutchmen 
12-9 for the period.

Coming out in the 
third, the Kings were 
hungry to take the lead, 
which they did at 16:17. 
Coburn recorded his 
second goal of the night 
– with McHenry and 
Machin assisting – to 

1185 King St. N., St. Jacobs. • (519) 664-2245

1214 Queen's Bush Rd. • (519) 656-2810

Leis Feed & 
Supply Ltd.

53 Arthur St., N. • (519) 669-5720

1220 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley • (519) 656-2725

Wellesley 
Service Centre Ltd.

50 Arthur St. • (519) 669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIM IT EDDRINKING
& DRIVING

SHATTERS LIVES
Every year, thousands 
of Canadians die in car 
accidents because of 
drinking and driving. If 
you are going to drink, 
use a designated driver, 
or take a cab. Don’t en-
danger someone else.
DRINK RESPONSIBLY!

(519) 638-3008 • 1-800-263-9818 

60 First St. E. • (519) 669-5166 9 Mill St. • (519) 669-5161 175 Union St. • (519) 669-5198

Div. of Fred Elliott Coach Lines Ltd.
School Buses Available for Charter

ELMIRA
BUS LINES

30 Church St. W. • (519) 669-2645
DAMAR FUELS LIMITED

59 Church St. W. • (519) 669-1521

Restaurant & Ca ter ing

49 Industrial Dr. • (519) 669-1631

11 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-1611

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

27 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-3658

Read’s
Dec o rat ing

SINCE 1961

Specializing in Paint &  Wallcoverings

33 Industrial Dr. • (519) 669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

Order Buying of Stockers
Livestock Trucking

Floradale, ON • 669-3392 PO Box 130, Elmira • (519) 669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

20 Arthur St. N. • (519) 669-4025

EQUIP MENT LTD.

Established 1972

take a short-lived lead.
Unfortunately for the 

Kings, from there on 
out, the scoreboard was 
all about the Dutchmen. 
They evened it up at 
13:18 courtesy of Kyle 
Schoppel, from Ben Gin-
grich and Joe Papineau.

Gingrich followed with 
one of his own at 7:14. 
Schoppel and Nick Har-
loff assisted.

And rounding out the 
final tally was Smith, 
who put the final goal 
on the board with 3:19 
remaining. Howells and 
Harloff pitched in for 
the goal.

Shots on goal favoured 
the home team in the 
final 20 minutes 10-6. 
On the game, the Dutch-
men edged Elmira 27-22 
in the shot department.

TAKE THAT

SPIKE! EDSS’ Sarah Hanes sends a spike at Glenview Park 
defenders in a winning effort Dec. 16 in senior girls’ volleyball 
action. The senior girls won 3-0 (25-16, 25-13, 25-21), while the 
junior girls lost a back-and-forth nailbiter 3-2 (25-10, 15-25, 25-13, 
13-25, 13-15). CASEY LESSARD
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Now, all you need as a gingerbreadperson Just like the ones we used to know A little taste of a classic cantata

Elmer’s lost in Santa’s Winter Wonderland...
Can you help find him?

Elmer has gotten himself lost at the North Pole while trying to 
help Santa find missing presents. You can help find Elmer 
and the missing presents in a special Christmas issue of 

Woolwich Observer, arriving on your doorstep December 24th.

HELP FIND ELMER AND MISSING ITEMS FROM THESE SPONSORS: ELMIRA BOWL, MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES, H&R VOISIN, ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE, WOOLWICH CENTRE PHARMACY, RAYMOND KUNTZ, SHIRLEY’S WINDOW CREATIONS, CENTRAL SOURCE FOR 
SPORTS, ELZE’S WONDERFUL WINES, ELMIRA PHOTO, BAST TIRE, GUYS & DOLLS, BELGIAN NURSERY. DUB-L-E AND LEN’S MILL.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With visions of 
sugar plum 
fairies and 
toy soldiers 

a staple of the Christ-
mas season, you can 
check out the source 
of those images as the 
K i t c h e n e r -Wa t e r l o o 
Symphony presents its 
annual holiday classic, 
The Nutcracker.

As an added bonus, 
you can check out some 
homegrown talent in 
the form of four Encore 
Dance Studio students 
taking part in the bal-
let, which runs for three 
shows Dec. 28 and 29 at 
Kitchener’s Centre in 
the Square.

Playing the role of the 
Nutcracker, 13-year-old 
Jonathan Siebel of Win-
terbourne is joined by 
Elmira’s Rachel McKee, 
14, Caitlyn Martin, 9, 
of Waterloo and Evan 
Supple, 9, of Guelph.

The four youngsters 
have been rehearsing 
for the holiday show 
since early in Octo-
ber, preparing for this 
version of the widely 
performed – and wildly 
popular – ballet first 
performed in Russia in 
1892, with music from 
the pen of Tchaikovsky, 
based on the book The 
Nutcracker and the 
Mouse King written by 
E.T.A. Hoffman. 

Despite the schedule, 
all four say they’re en-
joying every minute of 
the experience – a first 
for the two young la-
dies, while both Siebel 
and Supple took part in 
last year’s KWS produc-

Sugar plum fairies come to life
Four dancers from Elmira studio join cast of holiday classic, The Nutcracker

tion.
“It’s a great story. It’s 

just great fun,” said 
Siebel.

“It’s something that 
adults and children 
can see,” added McKee. 
“There’s dancing and 
music for the adults and 
magic for the kids.”

That magic comes 
courtesy of Clara – one 
of the two children in 
the Stahlbaum house-
hold – who adores her 
Christmas Eve gift of 
a life-size doll, the Nut-
cracker, who comes to 
life and whisks her off 
to a land of adventure.

In a dream state, Clara 
begins shrinking as her 
beautiful Christmas 
tree grows high above 
her. The toys around the 
tree come to life while 
the room fills with an 
army of mice, led by the 
fierce Mouse King.  As 
the Nutcracker awak-
ens, he leads his army 
of toy soldiers into bat-
tle with the mice. The 
Mouse King corners the 
Nutcracker and battles 
him one-on-one. The 
Nutcracker seems to be 
no match for the Mouse 
King. 

The Nutcracker and 
his army can go on no 
longer and are captured 
by the mice and their 
King. Clara makes a 
final daring charge 
throwing her slipper at 
the Mouse King, hitting 
him square on the head. 
The Mouse King drops 
to the floor and the mice 
run away, carrying off 
their leader’s lifeless 
body.

From there, the Nut-
cracker turns into a 
prince and they visit the 

Land of Snow and the 
Land of Sweets – a place 
of yuletide visions, in-
deed.

The KWS production 
provides a wonderful ex-
perience for the young 
dancers from the Elmi-
ra studio, said owner 
Deanna Clatworthy, 
noting many of her 
200 students have been 
taking part in produc-
tions at the Centre in 
the Square, Drayton, 
Guelph’s River Run Cen-
tre, and the like.

“There have been a 
large percentage for a 
small town and a small 
studio. We have a lot of 
talented dancers here.”

Proud of her students, 
she’s got tickets for all 
three shows.

The four dancers join 
some three dozen young-
sters from around the 
area who will perform 
along with Ballet Jörgen 
Canada. The acclaimed 
company presents a tra-
ditional version of the 
The Nutcracker, which it 
has been touring widely 
across North America 
since 1995. With whirl-
ing ballerinas, the 
battles and all the drama 
and excitement, Ballet 
Jörgen’s interpretation 
has won rave reviews. 
The New York Times 
called it a “rare and ex-
hilarating find.”

The Nutcracker will 
be performed Dec. 28 (2 
p.m.) and Dec. 29 (2 and 
7:30 p.m.). Tickets are 
$17-$49, available at the 
Centre in the Square 
box office in Kitch-
ener by calling 578-1570 
or 1-800-265-8977; 
online at www.centre-
square.com.

STEVE KANNON

The newly opened Waterloo Regional Children’s Museum in Kitchener is 
offering a hands-on “Gingerbread Workshop” this Sunday (Dec. 21), in 
case the kids are getting bored already. Participants get to decorate an 
airplane or the more traditional gingerbread house. Call 749-9387.

Also on this Sunday is “Country Christmas” at another regional facility, 
Doon Heritage Crossroads. Running from 1-4 p.m., the event highlights 
Christmas at the turn of the century, including wagon rides, carol singing 
and a visit from Father Christmas. Call 748-1914.

In the mood for a little touch of the classics to boost your Christmas spir-
it? Historic St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Kitchener offers its Christmas 
cantata Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m. (call 745-4891). A similar event is slated for 
Knox Presbyterian in Elora on Dec. 21, also  at 7:30 p.m.

A PLUM JOB Dancers Rachel McKee, Jonathan Siebel (standing), Caitlyn Martin and Evan Supple of 
Elmira’s Encore Dance Studio will take part in the K-W Symphony production of The Nutcracker.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
NEW! — UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

(519) 669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
FAX:  (519) 669-5753
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE • ORDER 24/7

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

LOOKING FOR SOME GREAT LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEAS? 
SEE WHAT LOCAL MERCHANTS HAVE TO OFFER.

SEE OUR
HOLIDAY
SPREAD

PAGES 12-13

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

A G A R I C S V O L V O O T T
P I V O T A L E P E E S U R I
E L E C T R I C S T O R M T O N

G N A T M I S F I T
T Y P O G R A P H I C A L L Y

S P R E E I O N L O U P
H O U S E K E E P E R H A W S E
A L E I R M A G E M
H O R S E L E S S C A R R I A G E

T A N T A B U P A W
S Q U A T D E S T A B I L I Z E
A U N T B O G R A S E R
F I G U R E S O F S P E E C H
A N U S E S O I L S
R O E A T T R I B U T I V E L Y
I N N C I O N S M E L A N I E
S E T T R E A T P R O T E S T

Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc. has an immediate 
opening for a full time

CAFETERIA ASSISTANT

This position is responsible for maintaining the cafeteria 
and kitchen with respect to cleanliness, condition of 
equipment and furnishings, and adhering to established 
standards.  This position is also responsible for planning 
hot meals on a weekly basis, and preparing and serving 
full course meals quickly and efficiently.  Other duties 
include ordering supplies and groceries and replenishing 
vending machines.

As our preferred candidate, you have past experience 
in food preparation, as well as nutritional and dietary 
experience.  You are also familiar with proper sanitary 
practices of kitchen maintenance, and handling of food.

If you have the above qualifications and thrive in a 
team environment, we’d like to hear from you.  Please 
send or fax your resume in confidence to the attention 
of Human Resources, Programmed Insurance Brokers 
Inc. 49 Industrial Dr., Elmira, ON N3B 3B1  Fax (519) 
669-1923, or email your resume to Lisa Demerling - 
ldemerling@pib.com.

Visit our website www.pib.com.

We thank all interested candidates.  Please note only 
those chosen for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bookkeeper 
needed for 2 part days per 
week. Must have comput-
er experience. Experience 
with Quick Books would 
be an asset. Please apply 
with resume to: Stemmler 
Meats & Cheese, 3015 
Lobsinger Line, Heidel-
berg, ON.
Youth Employment - 
Between 16 & 24? Out 
of school & work? Meet 
with an Employment Ad-
visor! Free services at 
Woolwich Community 
Services. Call 669-3150 
www.elmirajobs.com

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Looking For a loving 
mom to care for your pre-
cious child in Wellesley? I 
have nutritious lunches and 
snacks, lots of fun with plen-
ty of TLC. Smoke free. Call 
Cheryl at (519)656-2676.

FOR SALE

1994 Polaris Snowmo-
bile. Indylyte, 340cc. $800. 
Call 580-0287.
Muscovy Ducks - savour 
the f lavour. Range fed, 
drug free, dressed or alive. 
A great Sunday dinner or 
Christmas idea. Jeremy, 
669-8378.
Save!! No GST equiva-
lent discount on most 
fr idges, stoves, wash-
ers, dryers, dishwash-
ers. Store wide fantastic 
deals! Walters Applianc-
es, 669-2007.
Ten-volume set of ser-
mons by Charles Spur-
geon, mint condition! Con-
tains 250 sermons and in-
dexes of tests and subjects. 
669-1456.
Uncle Arthur’s The Bible 
Story, complete ten-vol-
ume set, excellent condi-
tion. Call 669-1456.

UNDER $50

3.8L motor and transmis-
sion running condition com-
plete $50.00. 669-8748.
Wall Unit - 2 piece, 5’ x 6’ 
holds 27” T.V. $50. 664-2954.
Advertise it free. Ask 
us how,

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

John Deere 145H four 
furrow semimount plow, 16 
inch $850; portable steel 
penning verticale bars suit-
able for sheep, pigs, goats, 
8ft, 4ft pieces, corner posts, 
$1200.00. Detson 3HP, 
7FT, single auger snow 
blower $575.00. Ford 16 
inch four furrow semimount 
plow spring coulters, gauge 
wheel $850.00. Harriston 
(519)338-2688.

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 Caravan Sport - 6 
cyl., auto, air, quad seat-
ing, low kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
2001 Grand Caravan 
Sport, 1 owner, quads, rear 
heat and A/C, power seat 
and more. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
2003 Grand Caravan 
Sport. Low kms., rear air, 
rear heat and quad seating. 
Voisin Chrysler, 669-2831.

RENTALS

Bachelor Apartment. 
Newly built. Large bed/
living room, spacious 
kitchen and  bathroom. 
Fully furnished, all utilities 
included. $650/month, first 
and last. Available Jan. 1.  
Please call after 3 p.m. 
669-5627.

Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees. 
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
305 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Full Time Baker
12:00 - 8:00 pm Shift
Full Time Storefront

Dayshift

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUTOMOTIVE

1997 Cavalier - One own-
er, low kms, auto, cd stereo, 
certified. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

1998 RAM 1500 ST - One 
owner, low kms, V8, tilt & 
cruise, HD cooling, new 
tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

1998 Toyota Camry XLE, 
V6, all options, mint con-
dition. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

1999 Concorde LX , 1 
owner, 6 passenger, low, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
Find the ride you want ev-
ery week in Observer Clas-
sifieds, or call 669-5790 to 
place your Classified ad 
TODAY. Now see us in print 
AND online every week.

2000 GMC Sierra 2500, 
4 wheel drive, auto, air, 
1 owner, low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Neon LE - Low kms., 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1989 Ford F150 truck. 8 
automatic mechanically 
good, needs some body 
work. $500. Phone 662-
3338.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.

For Rent - Spacious 
1 bedroom apar tment, 
separate entrance, walk-
out deck, appliances in-
cluded, no smoking, no 
pets. $500 per month 
plus utilit ies. Call 669-
8906, evenings.
One Bedroom Apartment 
in downtown Elmira. Avail-
able immediately. $450 
per month plus utilities. 
Call 669-8991.
Elmira - Large 1 bedroom, 
$485.00 plus. Jan. 1. 669-
5431.

Elmira - Two Bedroom 
apartment behind Shop-
pers Drug Mar t. $675/ 
month plus utilities. 744-
3603.

RENTALS

Moorefield - One bed-
room apar tment, fur-
nished, laundry facilities, 
parking, deck, electr ic 
heat, cable TV. No pets, 
adult building. References. 
$625 inclusive. First and 
last. (519)638-3013.

REAL ESTATE

99 Acre Farm. 75 work-
able on paved road. Palm-
erston area. Good barn 
and sheds. Very good 3 
bedroom house. Call 519-
343-5173.
Office Space Available 
10 x 12 - $229 per month; 
lots of natural light, air 
conditioned, great park-
ing for you AND your 
c l ients - Elmira Plaza 
669-0223.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Office Space Available 
10x12 - $229 per month; 
lots of natural light, air 
conditioned, great park-
ing for you and your cli-
ents - Elmira Plaza 669-
0223.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Bob’s Guitar Instruction 
Studio. Learn to play guitar 
for the New Year! Electric, 
Acoustic, Classical. For 
available hours and rates 
call 669-5371 or email 
bluemustand73@msn.com
House Cleaner available. 
Dependable, reasonable 
rates. References avail-
able. Elmira. Call Pat 
669-1981.

EMPLOYMENT

MIDDLESEX-ELGIN LE-
GAL SERVICES INC. 
WSIB/CPP Specialists. Are 
you an injured worker? For 
FREE Consultation CALL 
NOW TOLL-FREE 1-866-
922-9742 or 519-645-1855. 
www.wewinwsib.com
ARE YOU TIRED of sitting 
- Owner operators required 
on our flatdeck & van fleets. 
For above average $ in-
comes you must be able 
to cross U.S. border. Make 
2004 a better year! Call 
Tenold Transportation 888-
777-0101.

INSTALLATION/SERVICE
ELECTRICIAN

Small firm looking for Service Team member 
to work directly with customers to meet 
installation and service needs on computerized 
equipment.
Must be comfortable with day travel and be 
able to manage time responsibly.
Position offers competitive wages, full benefits 
and long term security for the successful 
applicant.

REPLY TO:    Woolwich Observer - Box 400
      20-B Arthur St. N.
      Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% off. Spe-
cializing in hand stripping, 
ref inishing, repair ing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

PERSONALS

To The Person trying 
to locate an old friend in 
Kingston, if still interested 
write Mr. H. Young, 109-
33 Elmwood St., Kingston, 
ON., K7M 2Y7.

PETS

Free - 7 yr old female 
Taby, spayed and de-
clawed (six tows on each 
foot). Affectionate, playful. 
Comes with bowl, litterbox 
and food. 669-0472.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

JUST SAY NO St. Teresa’s students Rachel Rowles of St. Jacobs, Taylor Murdoch of Elmira, and Ashton 
Ropp of Elmira won the Knights of Columbus Drug Awareness poster competition run between the 
school and John Mahood PS. The winning slogans included: Alcohol + Driving = Danger, Boozer Rhymes 
with Loser, and Don’t Give an Excuse, Stop the Abuse.

POSTING THEIR AWARENESS

CASEY LESSARD
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ACROSS 
1. A craftsman that 
works with cloth
7. The black sheep of  
the family
16. Scientific name for 
pork tapeworm: Tae-
nia __
17. The demand for a 
show of  hands in cards
18. A pariah who is 
avoided by other
19. In the direction of
20. 22nd letter of  Greek 
alphabet
21. Used as fertilizer, an-
imal feed & plastics
22. Drama set to music
23. To elicit information
25. Where journalists 
watch the games
27. People that long for 
something
29. Vegetarians don't 
eat this
30. Roman emperor who 
watched Rome burn
31. Plant fiber used for 
making rope
33. Explosive that fails 
to detonate
36. California univsersi-
ty (abbrv)
39. 'Sink or ___'
41. Use it to make vari-
ous types of  knots
42. A writer of  inferi-
or verse
45. Province rich in oil, 
natural gas and min-
erals
48. Someone undergo-
ing training
49. Go here to catch the 
train

50. Someone given to 
teasing
51. Metal bars drawn 
unheated through a die 
to toughen and improve 
surface finish (2wrds)
53. Funeral lament sung 
with loud wailing (Irish)
54. 4840 square yards
55. Former Indian cop-
per coin
56. To make a mistake
57. Trunk of  a human 
body
60. Distinctive and Styl-
ish
63. A Scottish hillside
64. Lacking denseness
68. Specialist in care for 
the feet
73. Somebody who 
wears a kilt
74. Accolade
75. It's smelly (US)
76. International Devel-
opment Association (ab-
brev.)
77. Informal term for 
mother
78. The third canoni-
cal hour
79. Form of  Charlotte or 
Dolores
80. Of  the underworld
82. Spellbound
83. One of  7 deadly sins 
(plr)
DOWN 
1. H2O
2. Deteriorate
3. Have the quality of  
being
4. Flu shot is this
5. Type of  gas, used as 
an anesthetic

6. Bridge partner who 
increases the partner's 
bid
7. The flesh of  a variety 
of  diffent fish
8. Emily ____ (Canadian 
painter)
9. Toward the lee
10. Part of  human gam-
ma globulin
11. Involving the entire 
earth
12. Moving a plant into 
another container
13. The highest point of  
something
14. Cloth used to wrap 
up a corpse
15. A major division of  
geological time
24. Opposite of  down
26. "From __ to shin-
ing __"
28. A list of  names
31. A sandstorm
32. Contraction of  "I 
am"
33. Book: "The Picture 
of  ___ Gray"
34. Located at the upper 
part of  a town
35. The french equiva-
lent of  'Diana'
36. Quick or slow to un-
derstand (part of  expres-
sion)
37. Intersection of  two 
streets
38. A horseshoe throw 
when horseshow leans 
against a stake
40. Me and you make __
41. Interpret again
43. One of  some or ev-
ery

44. The seat within a 
bishop's diocese where 
his cathedral is located
45. Sometimes said of  
someone dying
46. Company designa-
tion to limit liability
47. Undesirable, nega-
tive qualities
52. Hospital room where 
surgery performed
54. As conjunction word 
can be "because"
57. People who deal 
stocks on exchange
58. Cereal
59. To roll again
61. Blood: process 
where hemoglobin be-
comes disolved in the 
plasma
62. A traveller by horse: 
__ ___ (2wrds)
63. Popular wood for 
furniture, trim and ply-
wood
64. A really expensive 
namebrand violin
65. The thing named or 
in question
66. Diffence when chess 
is professional
67. Every 365 days
68. Finely minced meat 
variously seasoned
69. An Observer colum-
nist - think agriculture
70. A tapered tuck made 
in dressmaking
71. Material effigy that 
is worshipped as a god
72. Underside of  foot-
wear
81. 5th letter of  the He-
brew alphabet

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

1310 King St. N., St. Jacobs • 664-2268

St. Jacobs Mennonite Church

DECEMBER 20, 6:00 PM
Christmas Pageant

and Festive Finger Foods

DECEMBER 22, 7:00 PM
Christmas Carolling

in the Village

DECEMBER 24, 7:00 PM
Christmas Eve Service

Wishing you a blessed
Christmas season!

We invite you to worship with us
on Sunday mornings at 10:45.

850 Sawmill Rd., Bloomingdale • 744-7447

Koinonia Christian Fellowship
Stephen Fleming, Senior Pastor

Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE (7:00 PM)

Dec. 31 - NEW YEAR'S EVE (9:00 PM)

REGULAR SERVICES
Sundays: 9 & 11 AM • Wednesday: 7 PM

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 669-3387

St. Teresa of Avila R.C. Church

Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
(at 7:00 PM & Midnight)

Dec. 25 - SERVICE (10:00 AM)

Dec. 31 - SERVICE (7:00 PM)

Jan. 1 - SERVICE (10:00 AM)

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 669-5591

St. James Lutheran Church

Dec. 21 - CHILDREN'S PAGEANT
(Worship Service at 10:15 AM)

Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT
Service of Lessons & Carols at 7:30 PM

Dec. 25 - COMMUNION SERVICE (9:30 AM)

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 664-2311

Calvary United Church

Dec. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 PM - Family Service

7:30 PM - Christmas Eve Communion Service

Dec. 21 - CHRISTMAS CANTATA
10AM & 7PM - "Christmas is calling you home"

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira • 669-1177

St. Aiden Anglican Church

CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24
7:15 PM - Carol Sing  •  7:30 PM - Communion

Refreshments following the service.

Regular Sunday service - 11:15 AM
ALL ARE WELCOME

The Reason for the Season

Places of  
Worship 
for the 

Holidays

Christmas is a time 
for family, friendships 

and reflection...

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Pumping problems 
have caused a 
“marginal loss of  

containment” of  chlo-
robenzene at one of  
Crompton’s extraction 
wells, the Crompton 
Public Advisory Com-
mittee was told Dec. 8. 
The loss of  containment 
has occurred for several 
months now, the result 
of  a pump at the well 
not working fast enough 
to prevent the chemical 

Loss of chlorobenzene containment a concern
Crompton says it can’t keep up with flow at one well

from being drawn toward 
the pump at another 
nearby well.

“We’re having difficulty 
pumping more than we 
are with our current 
pumping system, and we 
need to investigate that,” 
said Crompton engineer 
Jeff  Merriman.

He suggested the acti-
vated sludge clarifier had 
problems, which has af-
fected the flow rate. That 
problem has been solved, 
but the inability of  cur-
rent pumps to increase 
pumping rates remains a 

problem.
The spread means the 

chemical is moving out-
side the limits imposed 
by Crompton’s certificate 
of  approval from the Min-
istry of  the Environment 
– a concern for CPAC 
member Susan Bryant.

“You haven’t got off-site 
extraction running now 
(because of  the Nutrite 
ammonia dispute), and 
haven’t had for a while,” 
she said. “So if  you’ve 
got these big spikes com-
ing off-site, that’s a big 
concern.”

“It’s not a huge loss of  
containment,” Merriman 
said, “but it’s enough to 
be concerned about.”

The chlorobenzene 
content in the water is 
increasing, heading above 
10,000 parts per billion at 
last measurement. Merri-
man said a similar peak 
occurred between 1998 and 
2001, and efforts to remedy 
the problem worked at that 
time. He suggested he 
would like to increase the 
pump rate at the well, the 
solution for the previous 
problem. First, though, 

he would need permission 
from the committee and 
ministry to allow some of  
the chemical to slip out-
side the limits.

“That’s a big step for 
us,” Bryant said. “If  we 
were to agree to some-
thing like that, we need to 
have full confidence that 
whatever that amended 
C of  A (certificate of  ap-
proval) is going to work 
and you’re going to live 
by it. The situation that 
we have now suggests 
you’re not living by the C 
of  A you have now.” 

“This area around PW4 
is an area that we want to 
keep contained. We have 
not done a good job of  it,” 
Merriman said. “We’ve 
had operational prob-
lems. We want to turn 
this around. By the end 
of  January, I would hope 
that we could have things 
improved significantly.”

The issue was put off  
until another meeting; 
Merriman was asked to 
provide better, fully up-
dated data and graphs to 
help the committee make 
a decision.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

PHOTO REPRINTS

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

PIANO SERVICES EXCAVATION SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

We know our stuff!TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

TRAVEL CONTEST

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Orders 
delivered 

right to
your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

• Provide us the issue date, page number and photo caption of photo.
• Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
• Wait by your mailbox for delivery within a week.

IT LASTS LONGER!

AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-
PRINT OUTPUT AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER

WEEKLY

TOP 
15

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name  G         ASS        TP         DF
  1. Henderson Ross     173       258       431        39
  2. Loscerbo Carl         175       255       430        44
  3. Ryan Terry              181       248       429        35
  4. Tremblay Mark       165       263       428        42
  5. Paterson Doug       167       259       426        44

RK Name  G         ASS        TP          DF
11. Hodgkinson Jeff    181        235       416         32
12. Blake Roy              161       254        415         49
13. Loscerbo Carl 2     167       247        414         40
14. Riff Randy             158       255        413         37
15. Loscerbo Gabe      170       242        412         39

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • P.I.B.
DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE • ELMIRA IGA • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES

WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • VOISIN’S • GRAND RIVER RACEWAY

RK Name  G         ASS        TP          DF
  6. Hodgkinson B.        165      260        425         51
  7. Bauman Bryan       169       256       425         44
  8. Podhornik Susan    187       235       422         44
  9. Dietrich Carol         154       264       418         44
10. Desand Lynne        166        251       417         35

ELMIRA - 664-1631

PRIZE SPONSOR

PLUS A MOVIE

VALUE: $300

BRAND NAME

DVD PLAYER
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

The Township of Woolwich
"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confidently Embracing Our Future."

The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

PARKING BAN NOW IN EFFECT

The Township of Woolwich is 
accepting applications for Spare 
Crossing Guards. The ideal 
candidates are responsible, 
community-minded individuals that 
reside in Woolwich Township, have 
their own transportation, and are 
able to work mornings, noon and/or 
after school. This is a paid position 
with all training and equipment 
provided.  For more information, 
please contact Val Hummel at 669-
1647 or 664-2613, Extension 239.

SPARE CROSSING
GUARDS NEEDED

2004 DOG TAGS
Dog Tags for 2004
are available at the

Township office,
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Village Pet Food Shoppe,
10 Church St. W., Elmira

and the

Licence Bureau Office,
13B Industrial Dr., Elmira.

The fees (until Apr. 15th) are:
Spayed/Neutered Dog  $12

Non Spayed or Neutered  $17

Effective December 1st to April 1st, parking is prohibited on all Township highways from 2:30 a.m. to 
6:00 a.m. to facilitate winter road maintenance operations.  Vehicles found parked overnight on Township 
highways during the parking ban or on Regional roads at any time will be ticketed.  For further information, 
please call extension 230 or 239.

ATTENTION:
“Highway” is defined as “the area from fence line to fence line, including the boulevard”.  Parking on a 
boulevard overnight in hopes of avoiding a ticket for overnight parking is not permitted. The vehicle is still 
parked on the area defined as the highway, and therefore is subject to be ticketed for overnight parking.  
Boulevard is defined as the area between the travelled portion of a roadway and a fence line, including the 
sidewalk.  Parking on a boulevard is also an offence under the Township of Woolwich traffic and parking 

WINTER SESSION
Starts week of January 5th, 2004

Monday and Wednesday 7:00 – 8:30 pm
(10 week session)

Monday at Gale Presbyterian Church
Wednesday at John Mahood Public School 

Call Recreation Office at 669-1647 ext 259
to register and for more information

The Township reserves the right to cancel 
classes  due to insufficient registration.

Wednesday, December 24 • Office
closed at 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 25 • Office closed
Friday, December 26 • Office closed

Monday, December 29 • 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Tuesday, December 30 • 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Wednesday, December 31 • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Thursday, January 1 • Office closed

Friday, January 2 • Office closed
Monday, January 5 • Regular hours resume

Regular office hours are
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

MUNICIPAL OFFICE
HOLIDAY HOURS

ADULT FITNESS
WINTER

REGISTRATION
Classes start

January 5th, 2004
(10 week session)
Park Manor School
Monday, Tuesday

and Thursday
7:00 – 8:00 pm

Call Recreation Office at
669-1647 ext 259
to register and for
more information

YOGA CLASSES

December 10
7:24 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Lobsinger Line and Hergott Road in 
St. Clements. A vehicle on Lobsinger 
Line slowed as it approached the 
intersection and was struck from be-
hind. One of the drivers was taken to 
Grand River Hospital, where she was 
treated and released. The vehicles 
received significant damage. A St. 
Clements woman was charged with 
‘careless driving.’
9:55 AM A patron at the St. Jacobs 

Farmers’ Market turned in a wal-
let filled with cash to the market’s 
security office. Police located the 
owner, who lives outside the area, 
and returned the property.
3:57 PM A St. Jacobs resident 

reported a suspicious person walk-
ing south on King Street. Police 
responded to the area and located 
the man – who was seen wearing a 
suit and carrying a briefcase in one 
arm and a lamp shade in the other 
– and determined he was just walk-
ing through the area. He indicated  
he enjoys taking long walks through 
the countryside and was on his way 
to Kitchener.
7:53 PM Police responded to a 

youth group home on Jigs Hollow 
Road after an assault was reported. 
Officers interviewed the two youths 
involved, but no charges were laid. 
The two were entered into the home’s 
alternative measures program.
8:22 PM A small quantity of 

marijuana was seized after an officer 
investigated a suspicious vehicle at 
Elmira District Secondary School. Sev-
eral youths were sitting in the vehicle, 
one of whom was found in possession 
of the drug. The youth was entered 
into a tracking system, as outlined in 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act.

December 11
2:38 PM Police were called in to 

assist a Ministry of Transportation 

inspector after a truck driver stopped 
on Union Street in Elmira became 
uncooperative. Following an investi-
gation, the driver was arrested and 
charged with driving without insur-
ance and driving while prohibited. 
The truck’s plates were seized and 
the company was contacted to make 
alternative arrangements to collect 
the truck.

December 12
3:50 AM A vehicle struck and 

killed a deer on Erbsville Road. A 
Kitchener resident was westbound 
on Erbsville Road when a deer ran 
into the vehicle’s path and was 
struck. The vehicle suffered minor 
damage. The driver was uninjured.
4:09 AM An Elmira man was is-

sued a 12-hour suspension after 
blowing a ‘warn’ in a roadside 
breath/alcohol test. The vehicle 
was towed from the Church Street 
location at which it was stopped.
9:46 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on William Hastings 
Line in Wellesley Township. The 
driver lost control due to icy road 
conditions and slid into a ditch. No 
charges were laid.
10:02 AM Police responded 

to a closed bridge on Chalmers 
Forrest Road, near the border of 
Wellesley and Mapleton townships, 
after someone cut a hole in barriers 
blocking access to the bridge. The 
bridge was closed Sept. 15 due 
to its deteriorating condition. A 
suspect was identified and spoken 
to by police, but no charges were 
laid. Wellesley Township employees 
again blocked access to the bridge 
and plan to bill the individual 
responsible for destroying the 
original barrier.
10:09 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred at the intersection 
of Northfield Drive and King Street 
in St. Jacobs. The driver lost control 
due to icy road conditions as they 

descended the hill and struck a 
stop sign. Damage to the vehicle 
was moderate. There were no inju-
ries. No charges were laid.
10:12 AM Police responded to 

the Royal Bank in Elmira after a 
counterfeit $10 bill was detected. 
While they were at the bank, a 
counterfeit $50 bill was also identi-
fied. Both bills were handed over to 
the fraud branch for investigation.
11:21 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Boomer Line in 
Wellesley Township. A driver lost 
control due to icy road conditions 
and rolled on its side into a ditch. 
The driver was taken to St. Mary’s 
Hospital with an arm injury. The ve-
hicle sustained significant damage. 
No charges were laid.
3:50 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Northfield Drive, 
near Sandy Hills Drive. A driver was 
northbound on Northfield Drive 
when they lost control due to icy 
road conditions and skidded into 
a ditch. The vehicle suffered con-
siderable damage. The driver was 
uninjured. No charges were laid.
5:05 PM Police responded to the 

TD Canada Trust bank in Elmira after 
a man attempted to take money 
from an out-of-town account. A clerk 
reported that a man – described as 
between 30 and 40 years old, 5’8”, 
150 lbs, with shoulder length blond/
red hair – using a debit card and 
driver’s licence wanted to take funds 
from an account registered in Missis-
sauga. When the clerk informed the 
man that they would have to contact 
the Mississauga branch, the man 
grabbed the cards and fled. Police 
were unable to locate the suspect.
5:30 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Hergott Line, near 
Lawson Road. A Wingham woman 
was northbound on Hergott Road 
when she lost control of her vehicle 
due to icy road conditions, skidded 

into a ditch and flipped on her side. 
The vehicle sustained heavy damage. 
The driver escaped unscathed. No 
charges were laid.
7:15 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Lis-
towel and Steffler roads. A Stoney 
Creek woman was northbound on 
Listowel Road when she lost control 
of her vehicle due to icy road condi-
tions, skidded backwards into a ditch 
and rolled onto the roof. The vehicle 
received significant damage. The 
driver was uninjured. No charges 
were laid.
9:36 PM Police are looking to 

speak to the Arthur-area owner of 
a car that left the road and came to 
rest in a field on Northfield Drive. A 
witness reported seeing the vehicle 
leave the road and called police. 
Upon arrival, police located the ve-
hicle and two sets of footprints head-
ing north through the field. A canine 
unit was called in and followed the 
tracks about four kilometres to Ar-
thur Street, where the scent went dry. 
Officers have been unable to contact 
the owner of the vehicle.
10:56 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Line 86, near Dorking. A 
Listowel man reported he was slow-
ing for a lead vehicle when he real-
ized he couldn’t stop and decided to 
hit the ditch instead. A Listowel man 
was charged with ‘careless driving’ 
and driving without insurance.

December 13
4:20 AM An Elmira man was issued 

a 12-hour suspension after he blew a 
‘warn’ on a roadside breath/alcohol 
test. The vehicle was towed from 
King Street in St. Jacobs, where it 
had been stopped.
6:49 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred at the intersection 
of Ament Line and Lavery Road. A 
Linwood man was eastbound on 
Ament Line when he lost control of 
his vehicle due to icy road conditions 

and struck a hydro pole. Linwood 
firefighters were called in to remove 
him from the vehicle. He was taken 
to Grand River Hospital with minor 
injuries. The vehicle was demolished. 
A Linwood man was charged with 
‘impaired driving’ and ‘over 80.’
5:25 PM A cell phone caller report-

ed a suspected impaired driver on 
Ament Line. A nearby police officer 
responded to the area and located 
the vehicle in question. After talking 
with the driver, police learned he was 
completely sober, but suffering from 
exhaustion. The driver was advised 
to remain stopped and take a nap, 
which he did.
9:40 PM Police responded to 

the Short Stop on Church Street 
in Elmira after a man grabbed a 
carton of cigarettes and fled. After 
requesting a carton from the clerk, 
the man snatched the product and 
ran to a waiting Hyundai Accent. 
Officers responded immediately, but 
were unable to locate the suspect. 
However, later in the week, A Kitch-
ener detective arrested a Kitchener 
man for an unrelated incident. That 
man was connected to the snatch 
and grab. In addition to his initial 
charges, the man faces one count of 
theft under $5,000.

December 14
10:40 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Hergott Road. A 
Princeville woman was southbound 
on Hergott road when she lost con-
trol of her vehicle due to icy road 
conditions and skidded into a ditch. 
A passenger reported minor injuries, 
but the driver escaped unscathed. 
The vehicle suffered moderate dam-
age. No charges were laid.
11:50 AM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Northfield Drive, 
near Sandy Hills Drive. An Elora 
woman was westbound on North-
field Drive when she lost control 
of her vehicle due to icy road condi-

tions and struck a hydro pole. The 
woman was taken by ambulance 
to a Fergus hospital, where she was 
treated and released. 
6:14 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Arthur Street and Listowel Road. 
An Elmira man was southbound 
on Arthur Street when he lost con-
trol of his vehicle due to icy road 
conditions and struck an oncoming 
vehicle. Both vehicles suffered con-
siderable damage. There were no 
injuries. An Elmira man was charged 
with ‘drive in contravention of a 
restricted licence.’
7:34 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Weimar Line, just east 
of Bamberg. An area resident lost 
control due to icy road conditions 
and struck a fence before coming 
to rest in a ditch. The driver reported 
minor injuries. The vehicle suffered 
severe damages. No charges were 
laid.

December 15
9:10 AM A Church Street, Elmira 

business reported an attempted 
break-and-enter. Sometime in the 
previous three days, a door cylinder 
was punched out, but entry wasn’t 
gained. There are no suspects.
10:13 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred on Three Bridges 
Road. An Elora resident was south-
bound on Three Bridges Road when 
they lost control of their flatbed 
truck due to icy road conditions 
and struck a ditch. Damage to the 
truck was moderate. There were no 
injuries. No charges were laid.
3:27 PM A Heidelberg woman 

reported being in a single-vehicle 
collision on Lobsinger Line on Dec. 
12. The driver reported she lost 
control of her vehicle due to icy road 
conditions and struck a ditch. The 
vehicle received moderate damage. 
She escaped unscathed. No charges 
were laid. 
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Last chances to see the man in red Gearing up to take a shot Looking to honour volunteers

The Wright Wick
51 Oriole Parkway, Elmira

ONE DAY ONLY

Monday, Dec 22 — 8:30am - 8:30pm
Hostess: Bonnie Wright — 669-8158

ALL INSTOCK 
VOTIVES $1.00

each + tax

EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!

REGULAR HOURS: M,W,F: 10-6 • T, TH: 10-8 • SAT: 10-5 • SUN: 12-4

10-50% OFF

HOLIDAY HOURS:
DEC 24: 10-2

DEC 25, 26: CLOSED
DEC 31: 10-4

JAN 1: CLOSED

95 King St. N. Uptown Waterloo 746-9676
ELMIRA WELLNESS CEN TRE

“MEETING ALL YOUR HEALTH & WELLNESS NEEDS”

AUDIOLOGY
• Hearing Tests
• Hearing Aids

MASSAGE 
THERAPY
• Refl exology
• Stone Therapy

(from left) Juliane 
Shantz, Julie Moore, 
Krista McLeod 

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira 
(Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons) 669-4425

No referrals necessary

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s never diffi cult to 
fi nd willing donors 
for the annual Wool-
wich Community 

Services Goodwill Ham-
per program, says the 
organization’s executive 
director.

“Donations are al-
ways remarkable. We 
certainly don’t have to 
prod people to make do-
nations; donations have 
been as generous as they 
always have been. It’s a 
real tribute to the com-
munity,” Don Harloff told 
the Observer. 

“We’re looking pretty 
good.”

This week saw volun-
teer contributions and 
donations from across the 
area come together as the 
goodwill hampers were 
assembled at Carriage 
Hall in Elmira. More 
than 135 families will 
see a brighter holiday 
thanks to the donations, 
though that number is 
expected to hit 145 by 
the time Christmas rolls 

Families in need benefi t from donations
“We certainly don’t have to prod people for donations,” says Harloff

around.
“That’s right where 

we’ve been the last two 
years,” Harloff said of 
the number of families 
who’ve signed on to re-
ceive a hamper. 

Along with a quantity 
of food, the hampers also 
include a number of pre-
wrapped gifts – most of 
which are new clothing 
or toys that have been con-
tributed in recent weeks. 

“The selection of toys 
we’ve been able to receive 
has been tremendous – 
we’ve got lots to give out, 
which is great. Our cloth-
ing, I think, is okay, but 
it’s not as much as we’ve 
received in the past,” he 
explained.

“The Kiwanis did their 
[food] drive a couple 
weeks back and brought 
in a tremendous amount 
of food. We also have 
food drives occurring at 
some of the schools in the 
area – we’ll see what that 
amounts to, but all-in-all, 
we’ll have a nice supply 
of food to be able to pro-
vide to the families.”

Families are also given 

a choice between taking 
home a turkey or ham for 
Christmas dinner. And a 
food voucher helps them 
to select a few fresh items 
to throw into the mix.

Area fi refi ghters took a 
couple hours out of their 
day Tuesday to gather 
up food drive collections 
and take them to the hall, 
where waiting volunteers 
were busy wrapping and 
packing. 

“It’s a fun time. It’s a lot 
of fun for us as staff and 
the number of volunteers 
that come out every year 
and give us a hand,” said 
Harloff, noting more 
than 100 volunteers put 
in time.

“It’s just a community-
wide event. And I think 
it inspires people into the 
Christmas spirit.”

While the hampers 
have been assembled and 
handed out, that doesn’t 
mean the season of giv-
ing is over.

“We’re certainly hoping 
to continue to receive those 
donations up until Christ-
mas time,” Harloff added.

RICHARD VIVIAN

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Making donations for 
the annual food drive 
came with an added 

bonus for students at Coun-
tryside Christian School in 
Hawkesville, thanks to a prom-
ise made by the principal and 
two teachers.

For each kilogram of food col-
lected, the trio agreed to do one 
push-up between them. When 
all was said and done, 228 ki-
lograms of food was brought in 
by the student body – leaving 
the three to do 228 push-ups.

“We wanted to inspire them to 
bring more, to give a little bit of 
incentive for them,” principal 

Exercise promotes food donations
Teachers at Hawkesville school do push-ups to spur collection

Howard Lichty said of what 
prompted the unusual effort.

“I was getting pretty worried 
at the beginning with some of 
the ideas they had,” he said of 
students padding the weight. 
“It still really added up to a 
lot and I was surprised how 
quickly it added up. They did 
a good job of bringing food and 
we hope that it can be used by 
the community.”

Mixed in with the regular 
donations – which were up 
slightly quantity-wise this 
year, but quite a bit weight-wise 
– were many canned items, as 
well as bags of fl our and sugar. 
There was a conscious effort 
by the students to bring in 
some of the heavier items from 

the kitchen cupboard, admit-
ted Grade 7 student Michael 
Shantz.  

The three staffers started 
their lunch-hour workout trad-
ing off after doing sets of 20, but 
as the push-ups progressed, the 
number between switch-ups 
became less and less. For the 
fi nal 30 or so, they came after a 
handful of repetitions. 

“I really had no idea. The 
students made lots of threats,” 
Martin said of what he expected 
when the food drive began. “I’m 
glad it wasn’t more. I’m beat.”

“They’re like rubber,” Lichty 
said of his arms following the 
feat. 

Students gathered around 
 See RUBBER page 21RICHARD VIVIAN

Onlookers will get their fi nal peek at Santa Claus this weekend, as he 
prepares for his global trek. The St. Clements parade is set for today (Dec. 
20), starting at 1 p.m., followed by an appearance in the Alma parade 
tomorrow, starting at 2 p.m.

Amateur photographers are looking for that perfect picture to send to the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, whose annual Nature Photo Contest is 
on for fi ve categories: fl ora, fauna, Ontario wilderness, shapes and colours, 
and in accord with nature. For more info call (416) 444-8419, ext. 238.

Know a dedicated volunteer? Nomination forms are available at the 
Woolwich Township offi ce for the 2004 Therese Casgrain Volunteer 
Award. The award is presented by Human Resources Development 
Canada. Find more info www.volunteeraward.gc.ca.

PITCHING IN  Dave 
Chalmers take a turn at gift 
wrapping.

WRAP ARTIST  Ted 
Teahen wraps a gift for 
the Christmas hampers at 
Carriage Hall.

HUNGRY TRAIN  Students at St. Jacobs 
PS donated 13 boxes – decorated as train 
cars –  of food for the hampers. From 
the engine back are junior kindergarten 
students Max Bender, Connor Martin, 
Madeline MacLean and Brianna Stevanus.

WORKIN’ UP A SWEAT  Countryside Christian School teachers Calvin Martin 
(above), Wendell Glick and principal Howard Lichty did 228 push ups Dec. 16, one 
for each kilogram of food collected by students.
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

The gift of understanding and support
That’s what Ontarians need to keep giving their beef farmers

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

the Babies of 2003
Showcase your 

new arrival
in a special delivery 
on January 3, 2004.

$2000
+ GST

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 3 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

SUBMIT TO OUR OFFICES OR VIA E-MAIL BEFORE DEC. 31, 2003

ONLY

This feature is open to all proud 
parents, grand parents, or friends 

of little ones born in 2003.

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Commercial

Farmers, like the rest 
of us, are happy to 
say good riddance 

to a bad year. But most 
can’t exit 2003 quickly 
enough.

BSE – bovine spongi-
form encephalopathy, 
popularly called mad-cow 
disease – was the culprit. 
Since the BSE crisis 
began last May – owing 
to a single, isolated cow 
in Alberta, one that was 
identified and dealt with 
before it got into the food 
chain – beef farmers in 
Ontario have lost $80 
million, the result of the 
world shutting its doors 
to our exports.

The price beef farmers 
receive from processors 
dropped from $1.10 a 
pound pre-BSE, to about 

30 cent a pound. It’s re-
bounded, but it’s still less 
than the cost of produc-
tion.

Beef is the second-larg-
est commodity in the 
province, with sales 
normally topping $1 bil-
lion. When a sector that 
big gets nailed, it ripples 
throughout the industry, 
and indeed the whole 
economy.

But when BSE reared 
its head, Ontarians (and 
other Canadians) didn’t 
run and hide. Instead, 
they did something that 
had never been done any-
where in the world – they 
actually increased their 
beef consumption, by 
about 50 per cent. In do-
ing so, they showed their 
support for the beef in-

dustry, and their trust in 
our regulatory system.

And they did it in style, 
with great emotion and 
conviction. Many will 
remember the Canada-
wide Canada Day beef 
barbeque, catalyzed by 
Elora’s Anita Stewart. 
That was followed by the 
Kinsmen and Kinettes La-
bour Day beef barbeque, 
in which they fulfilled 
their goal of serving four 
million Canadians one 
million pounds of Cana-
dian beef. Regional cattle 
producers’ associations 
led events of their own to 

bolster beef’s image, and 
some local governments 
– such as Durham Region 
– sponsored events to rec-
ognize the importance 
of the industry, and sup-
port it. Even restaurants 
such as Burger King and 
McDonald’s, as well as 
Costco and A&P, threw 
their weight behind a 100-
per-cent Canadian beef 
program. Pizza Hut con-
tributed part of the sales 
of its “Canadian” pizza 
to a support program for 
cattle producers. There 
was a lot of creativity and 
enthusiasm.

These supporters – and 
the hundreds of thou-
sands of consumers who 
continued patronizing 
beef – didn’t take such 
measures because beef 
was particularly cheap. 

If you shop at a grocery 
store, you’ll notice that 
although prices paid to 
farmers plummeted, the 
prices grocery stores 
charged for beef did not 
fall correspondingly. 
Perhaps it’s just as well 
… if one meat sector falls 
drastically, the others 
have to follow to keep at-
tracting consumers. And 
if all meat sectors are 
selling at fire-sale prices, 
it’s a bigger blow to the 
whole farm community 
than when one commod-
ity is bleeding profusely 
(even though it’s a huge 
commodity).

Where did the money 
go? Some believe it went 
to processors – those 
between farmers and 
grocery stores – who con-
tinued to charge grocery 
stores near-traditional 
prices, despite paying 
farmers greatly reduced 
sums. I remember talking 
to a meat clerk at a local 
grocery store in the sum-

mer, when it became clear 
beef prices weren’t going 
to drop, even though logic 
dictated they should. 
What did he think of beef 
prices? “They’re higher 
than they should be,” he 
said, quietly. 

Indeed. So much for in-
dustry spirit. 

Anyway, now prices 
are getting a bit more 
balanced again, but the 
Ontario Cattlemen’s 
Association says the 
BSE-inflicted crisis is far 
from over. Beef produc-
ers have a lot of losses 
to recover before they 
get on their feet. They’re 
looking forward to the 
end of February – that’s 
projected to be the earli-
est date they can expect 
to start exporting to the 
U.S. again. But there’s a 
long two months between 
now and then. Let’s 
remember them this holi-
day season, and keep that 
gift of understanding and 
support alive.

the exercise area and 
counted as the teachers 
went along. 

“When they got to 200,” 
Shantz said of what he 
liked best, noting that at 
that point the three were 
struggling. 

Despite the struggles, 
it helped to have the stu-
dents looking on, added 
Martin. “It helped to 
keep the momentum a 
little bit.”

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Canada’s weather 
guru says there’s a 
70 per cent chance 

there will be snow on the 
ground in our region for 
Christmas Day, and a 35 
per cent chance snow 
will fall on the holiday.

David Phillips, a senior 
climatologist with Envi-
ronment Canada, told the 
Observer this week these 
figures are the same 
every year for our area. 
Regardless of the weath-
er several days ahead 
of Christmas, it’s hard 
to predict whether we’ll 
have a white Christmas.

“The problem here in 
Southern Ontario is the 
weather can attack us 
from the south or the 
north, and it brings with 
it quite different condi-
tions,” Phillips said.

“If you look back in his-
tory, you almost don’t 
know if it’s going to be 
a white Christmas two 
or three days before 
Christmas. In 1982, on 
the 22nd, there were 18 
centimetres of snow on 
the ground. On the 23rd, 
there was 14 cm. On the 
25th, there was nothing.”

Although predictions 
may not be perfectly ac-
curate, as that example 
shows, he said he can 
look back over the years 
with the weather data 
and predict fairly accu-
rately what it’s going to 
be like.

“Look at the past and 
what you see is what 
you’re going to get. In 
your region, there is a 
greater chance of hav-
ing a white Christmas 
than not, 70 to 74 per 
cent chance. In Toronto, 

70 per cent chance 
of a white Christmas

35 per cent chance of snow falling on Christmas Day

it’s more like 50 per cent. 
Three out of every four 
Christmases are white 
in your area. If you had 
those kind of odds going 
to Las Vegas, you’d bet on 
that.”

The odds of having 
snow on the ground are 
good, but it may not be 
fresh snow, and it may 
not be falling that day. 
He said that can dampen 
enthusiasm for the ‘white 
Christmas.’

“Sometimes a white 
Christmas is not such a 
good thing. If the snow 
fell two weeks ago, it 
doesn’t have that fresh 
look to it. It has that kind 
of grey look to it. If you 
don’t have a white cover 
on the ground, it can be 
absolutely ugly out there. 
What a white cover does 
– especially a fresh white 
cover – it makes the 
landscape never more 
beautiful.”

A couple years ago, Phil-
lips thought it would be 
interesting to determine 
the odds of getting the 
classic Christmas card 
look so popular with 
early Canadian settlers.

“I thought the perfect 
day would be that perfect 
Christmas card look with 

snow on the ground and 
snow in the air. I asked, 
what are the chances of 
having the snow on the 
ground when you wake 
up Christmas morning, 
but also at some time 
during the day, having 
the flakes falling to give 
you that Christmas card 
look.”

Phillips said with about 
a one in three chance of 
snow falling on Christ-
mas Day, we shouldn’t 
bank on it this year.

“I found for your area, 
there was a 35 per cent 
chance – once every three 
years. One of those days 
was last Christmas.”

Regardless of the odds, 
he said most people hope 
for snow on Christmas 
morning.

“I’ve met people who 
hate snow. It is like tin-
sel, toys and turkey. It’s 
the kind of thing that 
comes with Christmas. 
I think people kind of 
feel that it looks warm 
and homey – as long as 
it doesn’t affect your 
travel.”

Rubber arms 
worth food 
drive effort
Continued from page 20

DAVID PHILLIPS
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Available in a variety of sizes & delivered right to your door.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Robot computer your best bet for that new job

EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Q.  On a job interview, would 
you fare better if it were 
conducted by a human or by 
a robot (computer)?

A.  That depends.  If 
you’re highly qualified, 
the robot is a better bet to 
appropriately or at least 
systematically weigh all 
your qualifications — edu-
cation, past experience, 
recommendations, aptitude 
tests, etc.—says Carnegie 
Mellon University psychol-
ogist Robyn Dawes.  

If you’re unqualified or 
underqualified, go with 
the human interviewer, 
hoping to play on such 
human follies as overgen-
eralization – you remind 
the interviewer of some-
one he or she likes – or raw 
subjectivity – you have 
some common interest 
even if irrelevant to perfor-
mance on the job – or you 
play “dummy reversal” by 

getting your interrogator 
talking about himself or 
herself. Everyone loves 
self-talk, so here’s a cinch 
to create that interper-
sonal “warm glow.”

So seductive are these 
that University of Michi-
gan psychologist Richard 
Nisbett has coined the 
phrase “interview il-
lusion” to describe the 
stunning overconfidence 
employers or other 
gatekeepers place in the 
validity of their own 
assessment based on a 
one-hour interview!

Blithely they will over-
ride a varied lifetime 
track record in favor of 
their own quick hunches 
and intuitions.

More likely than a robot 
you may, if lucky, get a 
“structured” interview, 
where the human sticks 
to specific and prede-

termined questions and 
scoring, says George 
Mason University psychol-
ogist Jose Cortina. But 
most interviewers hate 
these, as they’re not much 
fun (for the interviewer!).

So very likely any hu-
man interview will be 
idiosyncratic, unreliable, 
invalid, says Cortina.  
“Sure, if you’re a dopey, 
lazy, straight white male 
with a fresh haircut and 
nice bridgework, this may 
be just what the job- doctor 
ordered. For everybody 
else, pray for a robot.”
Q.  It’s largely water, bacte-
ria, indigestibles like fiber, 

fats such as cholesterol, 
salts, protein, dead cells 
and mucus.  Standard color 
is brown from iron in hemo-
globin of red blood cells that 
combines with the pigment 
bilirubin, but yellows can 
happen when liver deficien-
cy cuts into red blood cell 
breakdown, or tarry black 
from bleeding ulcer, bloody 
red from some maladies, 
green or blue-green in ba-
bies with certain problems, 
or several bright hues from 
food coloring in ice cream 
etc., red from beets, speck-
lings from pimentos, yellow 
flecks from corn, white at 
the doctor’s office after a 

barium milkshake.  Bacte-
rial action unlooses organic 
indole, skatole, mercaptan 
and the inorganic gas hy-
drogen sulfide – a decided 
un-bouquet.  Got IT?

A.  Solid human waste 
matter, says Brenna 
Lorenz in her online 
“The Scoop on Poop.”  
Caution when visiting.  

Q.  Are “Siamese triplets” 
possible?

A.  Conjoined twins are 
rare enough, identical 
twins developing with 
a single placenta from a 
single fertilized ovum, 
more often female than 
male, occurring once in 
every 200,000 live births, 
one in every 40,000 births 
overall, says www. 
zygote.swarthmore.edu.  

Even more rare are 
conjoined twins born as 
triplets with a non-con-
joined sibling, though 

there are a number of 
such citations in the 
Medline database, says 
Dr. Peter Klein of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
Medical School.  Adds 
Dr. Daniel Kessler, also 
of the Medical School:  
“Research into the embry-
ology of animals indicates 
that Siamese triplets 
could form, but the fre-
quency of Siamese triplets 
in humans is predicted to 
be far lower than Siamese 
twins, and the live birth of 
Siamese triplets would be 
even less likely.”

So it is not surprising 
that clear and document-
ed cases are hard to come 
by, though Gould and Py-
le’s Curiosities of Medicine 
does cite an 1834 case in 
Sicily of three boys born 
with a single torso, two 
hearts, two stomachs, two 
lungs and three heads.

December 20
Children’s Musical – “The Christmas Party” 

at Bethel Mennonite Church, 6772 Pilkington 8th 
Line, Dec. 20 and 21 at 7 p.m.  Free will offering 
– refreshments to follow. 

December 21
Alma United Church Sunday School Concert. 11 

a.m. at the church. All are welcome. Collecting jars 
of jam for the food bank. 

Alma’s 25th Annual Santa Claus Parade. 2 p.m. 
along the main street. Bring along a donation for 
the food bank and put in the baskets made for Disc 
Golf ball in the new Alma Park. Alma Optimists 
serve complimentary hot chocolate and cookies 
to everyone after the parade at Buehler’s Garage 
– just look for the Alma Optimist Booth. 

December 22
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics 

– Mon., Wed., and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9 a.m. Registration 
continues for the ten week session starting Jan. 
5, 2004. Cost $60. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 664-3794.

Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics 
– Tues. & Thurs., 7 p.m. Registration continues 
for the 10-week session starting Jan. 6, 2004. 
Cost $50. Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
664-3794. 

Seniors on the Go – Thurs., 10:45 a.m. (new 
time). Fitness classes for active seniors 55+. 
Registration continues for the eight week session 
starting Jan. 15, 2004. Cost $18. Woolwich Com-
munity Health Centre, 664-3794. 

Gentle Steps Towards Fitness – Tues. 10:30 
a.m. If you are 55+ and have hesitated to join a 
fitness class, come try this gentle step. Registra-
tion continues for the nine week session starting 
Jan. 6, 2004. Cost $20.25. Woolwich Community 

Health Centre, 664-3794. 

Gentle Moves – Mon. 7 p.m. A gentle exercise 
class specifically designed for people with fibro-
myalgia & chronic fatigue syndrome.  Registration 
continues for the eight week session starting Jan. 
12, 2004. Cost $20. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 664-3794. 

Better Bones – Wed. 10:30 a.m. An exercise 
class for those with osteoporosis or those wishing 
to decrease the risk of developing osteoporosis. 
Registration continues for the eight week session 
starting Jan. 14, 2004. Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 664-3794. 

December 24
Alma Community Christmas Eve Service. 

Alma United Church, 7:30 p.m. Choirs from Alma 
United and Alma Presbyterian Churches singing. 
Collecting jars of jam for the food bank. 

December 31 
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 2-4 p.m. 24 Snyder 

Ave., Elmira. Party with entertainment by “Ser-
enaders.” Please bring your friends and introduce 
them to our programs or just come and see for 
yourself. Please bring treats to share, drinks will 
be supplied. 

New Year’s Eve Party –  Maryhill Knights of 
Columbus. Dinner and dance in Emerald Room. 
D.J. music Dual. $60 couple (favours included). 
Doors open at 8. Dancing at 9. Tickets 648-3394, 
824-0454. 

January 9
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For 

parents and their children (0-5 yr). Topic: Help-
ing Control Children’s Temper Tantrum. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794. 

December 22 (continued)
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$189,900. This small town 3 
bedroom family home is located 
on a quiet dead-end street, in-
law suite & private fenced yard 
w/mature trees. Much larger than 
it appears.MLS

NEW PRICE

$499,900. 2 stry workshop 
w/hydro & 3yr old horse barn 
10 min. west of Waterloo. Large 
custom built home, granite & cer. 
fl rs, c/air & c/vac. MLS

HOBBY FARM

Excellent location in Elmira’s 
Birdland, close to schools, parks & 

only minutes to KW & Guelph.

NEXT PHASE 
OPENING SOON

RESERVE YOUR 
FAVOURITE LOT TODAY!

PRICING starting from the low $200’s

139 Northfi eld Dr. W., Waterloo, ON  N2L 5A6
OFFICE: 747-0231 • www.peakrealestate.com

CHRIS ADAMS
Associate Broker

Independently Owned & Operated

EMAIL: cadams@sympatico.ca

DRAYTON

$252,000. New charming custom 
built home. Open concept with ce-
ramic & hardwood fl oors, whirlpool 
tub, central air, fi replace & more. 
Call Wendy to view this model 
home! MLS

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 

email: frey@golden.net
web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE  BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

$319,900. New home, vaulted 
ceilings, open concept upgraded 
kitchen, hardwood & ceramic fl oors, 
central air, walkout basement. 
Rough-in for central vac & basement 
bathroom. MLS. Call Jason to view!

NEW PRICE • DRAYTON

NEW PRICE • LAND

OVER THREE ACRES! $189,900. 
Ravine building lot backing onto 
Grand River. MLS. To view, call 
Jason.

NEW PRICE • ELMIRA

$39,900. Thriving hairdressing 
business in excellent busy location 
on main street. Owner planning 
retirement. Statements show 
good returns. MLS. Call Wendy 
to view.

REAL
ESTATE

L I S T I N G S

FAMILYALBUM

Lakeshore area, 3 bedroom, 1,100 sq.ft. bungalow. Fully fi nished 
basement, updated interior, fenced yard. New fl ooring on main fl r 
and basement Newer a/c. No agents.  CALL 746-3752  

WATERLOO - PRIVATE SALE

Homes By Paradigm (Elmira) Homes. Two new 
exciting plans now under construction, 1600 
sq. ft Bungalow plus 2251 sq. ft 4-bedroom 
2-storey plan 49' lots backing onto 80' green 
space. Only 2-40' lots left, also 40' lots and 
50' lots available, prices start at $227,900. Call 
today for more information, excellent Ontario 
New Home Warranty Rating. EXCLUSIVE.

Westfield Acres Elmira 
"Premium quality is our minimum standard"

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192
BONNIE 

BRUBACHER
Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

TO CHECK OUT PHOTOS AND FURTHER DETAILS ON THESE 
FOLLOWING LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira
•   $34,900 - Vacant Residential Land (Listowel)
•   $129,900 - Alpine Village Condo (Kitchener)

• $265,000 - Outstanding custom built home (Waterloo)

PRIVATE 1⁄2 ACRE
COUNTRY PROPERTY

$144,900. Across the road from Conestogo 
Lake. 1.5 Storey home on mature property 
bordered by conservation, spacious living 
room with vault ceiling and cozy wood 
burning stove, country eat-in kitchen and 
private deck. MLS.

DRAYTON AREA

DOG LOVERS/KENNEL ON
1⁄2 ACRE PROPERTY

$259,900. Great property currently used 
as a grooming/boarding business, 14 
pens, outdoor runs, grooming area and 
completely fenced yard. Bungalow offers 
newer windows, fl ooring, doors and well 
plus recreation room with propane gas 
stove. MLS.

ALM
A AREA

IMMEDIATE
POSSESSION

$259,900. Brand new 2-storey, open oak railing 
to the 2nd fl oor, maple kitchen with walkout to 
the backyard, laminate fl ooring throughout the 
main fl oor, master bedroom ensuite, fi nished 
basement with recreation room, 4th bedroom 
and 3-piece bathroom. MLS.

ELM
IRA

WELCOMING RAISED 
BUNGALOW

$259,900. Unique open concept design, fresh 
décor, sunken family room with fl oor to ceiling 
brick gas fireplace and walkout to covered 
balcony, separate dining room with hardwood 
fl ooring, bright eat-in kitchen, fi nished basement 
with walkout to oversized yard. MLS.

ST. J
ACOBS

DRAYTON EXCELLENT
STARTER HOME

$126,900.  1.5 storey home backing 
onto Conservation and the Conestogo 
River. Hardwood flooring through, patio 
doors to deck, 2-year old roof, 4-year old 
furnace, gas stove and fridge included. 
NEW MLS.

NUTRITE - 
HYDRO AGRI

CHRISTMAS HOURS
Monday Dec. 22nd • OPEN (8:00 - 4:30PM)
Tuesday Dec. 23rd • OPEN (8:00 - 4:30 PM)

Wednesday Dec. 24th • OPEN (8:00 - 12:00 PM)
Thursday Dec. 25th • CLOSED

Friday Dec. 26th • CLOSED

Monday Dec. 29th • OPEN (8:00 - 4:30PM)
Tuesday Dec. 30th • OPEN (8:00 - 4:30 PM)

Wednesday Dec. 31st • OPEN (8:00 - 12:00 PM)
Thursday Jan. 1st • CLOSED

Friday Jan. 2nd • CLOSED

Plant closed Dec. 25th until Jan. 5th when normal hours resume.

From our families to yours,
have a Happy Holiday Season!

BIRTHDAYDEATH NOTICES BIRTHDAYS

HAPPY 40TH BIRTHDAY

TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF RICHMOND HEATING & AIR
(WHAT’S WITH THE SHIRT DAVE?!?)

LOVE TO BOTH OF YOU
THE RICHMOND CLAN

100s
of New &

Previously
Viewed Movies

For Sale.

BALLOONS
AND

PARTY
SUPPLIES

112 Oriole Pkwy, ELMIRA - 669-8131

Viewed Movies

NEW YEAR’S!
EVERYTHING YOU

NEED FOR YOUR

NEW YEAR’S PARTY!
(HORNS, BLOWOUTS, TIERAS,

HATS, NOISE MAKERS,

SERPENTINES)

REG HOURS
Mon. - Thurs. 9-9
Fri. & Sat. 9-10

Sun. 11-9

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec 24: 9AM - 6PM • Dec 25: CLOSED

Dec 26: NOON - 6PM • Dec 31: 9AM - 6PM
Jan 1: NOON - 8PM

VHS, DVD,

PSX, PS2,

& XBox In Stock

(Plus PS2 & XBox 

Accessories)

COTIE, William John “Bill” 
Passed away peacefully, at the South-
hampton Care Centre, on Monday, 
December 15, 2003, in his 78th year. Bill 
owned and operated Bill’s Bee Hive in St. 
Jacobs and was the founder and Charter 
President of the St. Jacobs Lions Club.

CRESSMAN, Mary Cathrine (nee 
Shantz)
Peacefully, while surrounded by her lov-
ing family, at Fairview Mennonite Home, 
on Thursday, December 11, 2003, in her 
87th year.

Local relatives are daughter Brenda and 
her husband Clare Snider of Elmira.

IREDALE, E. Dorothy
Passed away peacefully, on Monday, 
December 15, 2003, at her residence, 
Sunnyside Home, in her 93rd year.

Local relatives are niece Anne Noice and 
her husband Barry of Conestogo.

OGRAM, William Lawrence
Peacefully, on Tuesday, December 16, 
2003, at Freeport Health Centre of Grand 
River Hospital, William Ogram in his 76th 
year, of Linwood.

STOCKIE, Lucy Ada (nee Moser)
Passed away, peacefully at her residence, 
on Thursday, December 11, 2003, in her 
85th year.

Local relatives are daughter Debbie and 
her husband Doug Metzger of Linwood.

VOISIN, Louise (nee Armstrong)
Peacefully, at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
on Saturday, December 13, 2003, Louise 
Voisin, formerly of St. Clements, in her 
71st year.

WAGLER, Aaron
Passed away, on Friday, December 12, 
2003, at his residence RR1, Linwood. He 
was born 78 years ago in Mornington 
Township.

DEATH NOTICES

$153,900

 Waterloo 
Semi

June
Closing

GOTCHA!

HAPPY 19TH 
BIRTHDAY 

CAIT
LOVE JOCELYN

A SPEC IAL DE LIVE RY OF TH E OBSE RVE R :
WEDNESDAY, DEC 24, 2003
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ST. JACOBS ELMIRA

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.*

1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Black Forest Hams
Whole, Half or Mini.................$3.29 lb.

Breakfast Sausage...................$3.19 lb.

Eye of Round Roasts.................$3.49 lb.

Whole Bone-In Hams................$1.79 lb.

Kolbassa...............................$3.39 lb.

Medium Cheddar.....................$5.99 lb.

Happy Holidays!

Stone Crock Bakery 1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

*Closing early on Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1

Let us do your last minute holiday
(519) 664-3612

baking:
Call in your order today! 

Handmade with all the best ingredients

Decorative & Delicious
Christmas Bread Wreaths

Christmas Specials:
Specials in effect

15 to 27
December

59 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521
1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286

Restaurant &
Catering

HOLIDAY HOURS:
•Dec. 24 - closing early at 3 p.m.
•Dec. 25 -CLOSED
•Dec. 26 & Jan. 1 - Open 11 a.m.- 8:30 p.m.

(Brunch from 11-3, Dinner Buffet 4 to closing)

HOLIDAY HOURS:
•Dec. 24 - closing early at 3 p.m.

•Dec. 25 & 26 -CLOSED
•Dec. 31 - Open 4 p.m. -1 a.m.

Jan. 1&2 - CLOSED

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Take a Breather
Monday & Tuesday 5pm -7pm

Continues for a limited time...

Includes soup, our famous
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

Restaurant & Inn
1430 King Street North, St. Jacobs 

(519) 664-3731

Evening Buffet ...$11.99
(Kids under 5 yrs. - free!)

Benjamin’s hosts a special
four course dinner menu.

Make your reservation today.

elebrate!C

New Year’s Eve

Closing early on Dec. 24 & Dec. 31 at 3 p.m.
Closed Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1
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