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396 Victoria St. N., Kitchener  578-9663
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• Brick Panels • Built-in Thermostat
Operate for just pennies per hour!

ELECTRIC FIREPLACES
IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

BOOKCASE MANTEL & FIREPLACE $999(See store for details)

19 MODELS IN OUR SHOWROOMhang YOUR stockings 
on a new electric 
FIreplace!

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Santa Claus came to Elmira 
last weekend, and brought 
with him the cheer of Christ-
mas in the tropics. Forty-two 

A visit from ol’ Saint Nick
Annual parade sees fewer floats, but better weather

groups took part in the Jaycees 
Santa Claus Parade, with their 
floats displaying a tropical theme. 
The sun may not have been shin-
ing, but hints of blue skies meant an 
improvement on previous years.

“The weather was great,” said 

Lyndon Ziegel. “I know in past years, 
it’s been too cold or wet or snowy. 
This year, it was a bit cool, but cer-
tainly we had nice weather for it.”

The turnout from groups was down 
slightly from last year, but it wasn’t 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Plans for a new supermarket and further 
commercial development in Elmira’s 
south end got the nod from Woolwich 
council this week.

Meeting as a committee of the whole Dec. 9, 
councillors approved Official Plan and zoning 
changes needed to permit development proposed 
by Elmira Industrial Land (EIL) Inc. The prop-
erty in question faces Arthur Street South, on the 
east side running south of South Field Drive.

If formally approved, the changes would per-
mit a 34,000-square-foot grocery store on land 
near the Tim Hortons. Land further south, on 
Arthur Street and Earl Martin Drive, would be 
designated for commercial use. And 6.7 acres on 
the southeast corner of Arthur and Union streets 
would be changed to “industrial (M-5)” from 
“agricultural,” with plans to accommodate a gas 
bar, convenience store and retail nursery/garden 
centre.

Although approved unanimously by council, 
the EIL application has been the centre of much 
debate, in particular over the size of the as-yet-
unnamed food store. Originally slated for 54,000 
sq. ft., the store was reduced to 40,000 sq. ft. be-

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

There’s been a steady 
flow of people in and 
out of the Elmira 
police station this 

week as community mem-
bers dropped off a barrage 

Police, family overwhelmed by generosity of the community
of donations for the Reddekopp 
family, who lost their home in 
a fire Dec. 8. Fifteen family 
members were left homeless.

“The community is ever so 
generous, especially at this 
time of year. It’s a heartwarm-
ing experience to see the people 
come in here with parcels in 

their arms,” Waterloo Regional 
Police Staff Sgt. Merv Knechtel 
told the Observer.

“The donations to date have 
been overwhelming. They’ve 
exceeded our utmost expecta-
tions.

“There have been people 

OH WHAT FUN IT IS ... Santa and his eight trusty reindeer friends were the main attraction at the Elmira Jaycees Santa Claus Parade, which went 
Dec. 6. Hundreds of area residents lined the streets to see the big man, hoping a wave from him signaled they were on his ‘nice’ list.

DONATIONS APLENTY  Const. Kim Schnittke loads up just some of the 
donations that have been rolling in for the displaced Reddekopp family.

CASEY LESSARD

R. VIVIAN
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from December 15 to December 20

Well Aged, Lean Round

lb.

Steak Roasts
$2.99

WE'RE TAKING ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS HAM, ROASTS, TURKEYS & PARTY TRAYS

Luncheon,

Mac & Cheese or
Onion & Herb Loaf

80-85% Fresh, Lean

lb.

Ground Beef
$1.89

Pepper, Apple Cinnamon or Montreal

lb.

Smoked Bacon
$3.39

Whole, Half or Mini

lb.

Blackforest Hams
$2.69

7 Flavours of

lb.

Smoked Sausages
$2.39

lb.
$2.99
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fore the developer and 
township compromised 
at 34,000. As well, there 
are provisions to allow 
that number to grow to 
44,000 by 2011, with the 
proviso that no request 
for expansion is made for 
three years after the new 
store opens.

In a last-minute change 
to the agreement with the 
township, EIL’s planner 
asked that the three-year 
restriction be lifted if the 
existing food-store inven-
tory changes – that is, if 
either the Elmira IGA or 

Selby’s market closes.
“In that case, the deck is 

the same – we just want 
to reshuffle it,” said Bob 
Black, of RBA Planning 
Consultants.

While that request won 
the support of Coun. Ruby 
Weber, other councillors 
appeared comfortable 
with the three-year mora-
torium on growth.

“I think the three-year 
period is reasonable. It’s 
fair to have the market 
stabilized … having three 
years to let this new store 
have its impact felt in 
Elmira, both at the IGA 

and Selby’s, is a fair, rea-
sonable timeframe,” said 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

Dave Gosnay, Wool-
wich’s director of 
engineering and plan-
ning, said compromise 
reached with the devel-
oper actually provides 
more flexibility – a mar-
ket analysis indicates an 
expansion is not likely 
warranted for another 
eight years. Under the 
agreement, the devel-
oper can come back after 
three years to request an 
expansion, he noted.

“Based on the market 
analysis, significant ex-
pansion of the food store 
should not take place 
for a number of years, 
quite possibility until 
2011,” said Gosnay. “This 
provides them with ad-

ditional flexibility to be 
able to respond to the 
marketplace.”

Even the three-year re-
striction was not enough, 
however, to satisfy mem-
bers of the downtown 
BIA.

The group challenged 
the need for even a 
34,000-sq.-ft. food market, 
calling for a store less 
than 30,000.

The BIA also has 
reservations about an ex-
panded commercial area 
in the south end.

“By moving the food 
store there, although it’s 
not technically commer-
cial, you are creating a 
new commercial area, 
which we believe will 
have a negative impact 
on other areas of the com-
munity,” said chair Bram 

Hollman.
Fellow executive mem-

ber Hugh Weltz argued 
that the developer is 
already assuming one of 
the existing food stores 
will close, saying that’s 
why they’re asking for 
the extra capacity. “They 
will be down to two.”

He also challenged the 
need to reallocate com-
mercial land in what is 
primarily an industrial 
development.

“By giving them their 
seven acres in commer-
cial development, what 
you’ve done is created 
another downtown – we 
are now back to 1970s 
urban development, 
which killed most of the 
downtowns of most of the 
cities.”

But not all the business 

interests are opposed 
to the project. Anton 
Heimpel, owner of At The 
Crossroads Restaurant, 
said he welcomed the de-
velopment.

“There are some people 
in town that do support 
this type of development 
down there,” he said 
in support of the EIL 
request. “I feel that the 
more traffic to the area, 
the more it will help the 
entire town. With the 
town growing the way it 
is, this is a positive thing 
for us – it’s definitely a 
net benefit.”

Township planner John 
Scarfone said Dec. 11 that 
the department would be 
looking at Black’s request 
before bringing back a fi-
nal report next week for 
council’s approval.

Continued from cover

BIA opposed to creation of “second downtown”

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Perhaps venturing 
out on a limb, the 
Elmira Lions Club 

will pay half the purchase 
cost and then run the op-
eration at Carriage Hall. 
That’s the price, longtime 
club member Art Woods 
said this week, of keeping 
the facility in community 
hands.

The club agreed to pay 
half of the $350,000 need-
ed to buy the building 
and two acres of adjacent 
land. The purchase deal 
with the new owners 
of the former Elmira 
Raceway site, along with 
an agreement between 
the Lions and Woolwich 
Township, was endorsed 
by councillors Dec. 9.

“When (township plan-
ning director) Dave 
Gosnay called me last 
summer suggesting that 
we have a meeting to 
talk about the future 
of Carriage Hall, quite 
frankly I agreed, but very 

Council approves Carriage Hall deal
Lions, township to split $350,000 price tag for part  of property

reluctantly,” said Woods, 
noting that other service 
clubs have faced difficul-
ties running community 
centres.

“It became obvious, how-
ever, that if someone or 
some group did not get in-
volved, our Carriage Hall 
– the only large hall in 
this part of the municipal-
ity – would be lost to this 
community. That is why 
the Elmira Lions Club is 
here – we believe that by 
keeping this hall available 
for community use, we 
have a major example of 
our mandate as a service 
club, as a Lions Club, to 
serve our communities.”

The purchase deal, 
which would likely 
close in March of 2005, 
is conditional on devel-
opment plans for the 
entire site going through 
as planned. The same 
conditions apply to last 
summer’s deal that 
would see the township 
purchase some 6.2 acres 
of land adjacent to the 
current Elmira Arena.

Last week, council 
approved a lease arrange-
ment with land developer 
1562772 Ontario Inc. giv-
ing the township access 
to Carriage Hall and the 
grandstand building un-
til the sale is final.

The Carlisle, Ont.-based 
developer of the site of-
ficially took ownership 
of the 42-acre property 
on Dec. 1; the former 
owners, the Woolwich 
Agricultural Society, rou-
tinely made the Carriage 
Hall facility available to 
community groups. Re-
moving the recreational 
portion from the equa-
tion allows the developer 
to concentrate on its resi-
dential subdivision.

That project, unveiled at 
a public meeting earlier 
this month, would see 
the development of 199 
residential units – a mix 
of single-family, semi-
detached and townhouse 
designs.

Despite its initial 
hesitation about the joint 
project, the Lions Club 

is now firmly behind the 
project, explained Woods.

“There have been lots 
of questions, lots of con-
cerns, some misgivings, 
but at the end the support 
was right there, 100 per 
cent solid.”

That sentiment was 
echoed by club president 
Bert Martin, who said 
the need had to be met.

“We had a strong feel-
ing that we needed to 
keep this hall here for 
the community, because 
so many [people] come 
to us and say ‘what’s go-
ing to happen when the 
hall’s not here? What are 
we going to use for our 
activities?’”

“I’m so glad that we 
can finally say this pub-
licly,” said Coun. Ruby 
Weber, noting there had 
been months of behind-
the-scenes negotiations 
while community groups 
wondered about the fu-
ture of the building.

Woods himself is cur-
rently handling bookings 
for the facility.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Looking for a year-
round venue in St. 
Jacobs, Drayton 

Entertainment wants to 
turn wine into tickets. 
The theatre group plans 
to convert the former St. 
Jacobs Winery and Ci-
dery at 40 Benjamin Rd. 
into a 378-seat theatre.

Artistic director Alex 
Mustakas, making a 
pitch to Woolwich council 
Dec. 9 at a public plan-
ning meeting, said the 
project would help boost 
business in the “tourism 
mecca” that is St. Jacobs. 

Drayton makes bid for winery
Group would convert former St. Jacobs factory into 378-seat theatre

The proposal requires a 
zoning change to allow a 
theatre on that site.

Drayton Entertainment 
currently operates out 
of The Schoolhouse The-
atre in St. Jacobs, leasing 
the facility to run shows 
for seven months out of 
the year. Serving some 
30,000 theatregoers last 
year, the organization 
is in need of larger digs, 
said Mustakas.

“The current School-
house Theatre location 
is very limited in scope, 
both artistically and 
technically, due spe-
cifically to the size of the 
venue – that being about 

120 cabaret-style seating 
that it provides.”

The organization is cur-
rently in the midst of a 
major capital campaign 
to raise funds for the proj-
ect, which has won the 
backing of Schneiders, 
Clarica/Sun Life Finan-
cial and the Royal Bank, 
he added. An earlier plan 
to build a theatre in the 
Riverworks building in 
downtown St. Jacobs won 
some $300,000 in Super-
build funding which they 
hope to apply to the new 
concept.

Citing the spin-off 
benefits of a larger, 
year-round venue, Mus-

takas said the theatre 
would also be available 
to other community 
groups, including such 
performance groups as 
the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society of Waterloo Re-
gion, Kitchener Waterloo 
Musical Productions and 
the Elmira Theatre Com-
pany.

“Theatre is a good 
investment in our com-
munity. This new St. 
Jacobs theatre will be 
the envy of all.”

While no one spoke in 
opposition to the proj-
ect, Coun. Ruby Weber, 
playing devil’s advocate, 

 See THEATRE page 5
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Old is new again
“As long as I have board games here, I sell them,” says shop owner

BIA executive 
remains the same

Faces stay the same

Arnott appointed as 
fill-in Speaker

Time to sell 
the pumper

Blazing a new 
path in Elmira?

RICHARD VIVIAN

669.8282

friendly   efficient  knowledgeable 

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed SundaysFREE DELIVERY

YOUR COMMUNITY YOUR PHARMACY

FREE DELIVERY
PHARMACY MANAGER PHARMACY OWNER

VICK’S VAPORUB
LARGE SIZE BOTTLE

NULIFE LIQUID
CALCIUM/MAGNESIUM - ORANGE FLAVOURED (950ML)

Offer expires Dec 20

$23 .99
REG. PRICE $29.29

Offer expires Dec 20

$11 .99
REG. PRICE $14.89

The current executive atop the Elmira 
Business Improvement Area will stay 
on for another year as the organiza-
tion looks to expand. The BIA wants 
to include all commercial operations 
in town; currently, it’s restricted to the 
downtown core.
“We’ve had some difficulty in arrang-

ing for new board members, so the 
existing board is prepared to continue 
at this time – at least for a year, to help 
with the possible expansion of the BIA 
area,” said chair Bram Hollman.
An expanded geographical area would 

give the organization more people to 
draw on in forming a new management 
board, he said.

Nobody new stepped forward to apply 
for a seat on the Wellesley Township Com-
mittee of Adjustment for the new term, 
leaving last term’s members in place.
The committee membership – approved 

by Wellesley council Dec. 9 – consists of 
Elizabeth Earle of St. Clements, Daniel J. 
Erb of Wellesley, Dennis Weber of R.R. 4 
Elmira and Rosemary McCormick of R.R. 
1 St. Agatha.
The quartet will preside over minor plan-

ning proposals for the next three years.

A retired pumper truck from the Welles-
ley fire department – Wellesley Village is 
better off in someone else’s hands than 
collecting dust, says township council. At 
its inaugural meeting Dec. 9, council ap-
proved a motion authorizing the sale of 
the truck, which has been sitting since the 
summer when a new one was purchased.
There was some talk around the council 

table about holding on to the equipment 
as a back-up, but fire chief Dave Geil 
suggested the insurance and mainte-
nance costs wouldn’t be worth it.
As directed by council, Geil is investi-

gating various methods of selling the 
1984 Ford pumper truck and will return 
to council with the best selling prices 
before the pumper is sold.

The township is looking to hold a public 
meeting next month to look at expand-
ing the number of sidewalks it clears. 
Currently, some 60 to 75 per cent of 
sidewalks get cleared – although that 
number was debated by council Dec. 9. 
Coun. Pat McLean called for the meeting 
to discuss the possibility of doing 100 
per cent of the walkways, a suggestion 
that won support from fellow Ward 1 
councillor Ruby Weber.
“I’m fine with doing it all. I don’t think 

it will cost that much more than what 
we’re paying.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This shopping season has been a case 
of ‘everything old is new again’ say 
local toy retailers. Classic holiday 
gifts are making a comeback this 

season, as well as favoured toys not seen 
for a generation.

But new lines aren’t to be forgotten ei-
ther.

“A lot of things are coming around again. 
It’s another whole generation and mom 
knows what she used to play with and 
dad used to play with the Tonkas, trucks, 
toys,” Kerry House, product manager for 
the Home Hardware warehouse in St. Ja-
cobs said of what’s popular. “There’s a lot 
of that this year.”

Product lines that have been reintro-
duced to a new generation have been flying 
off the shelves at Stedman’s V&S in Elmira 
as well. Some of the more popular reap-
pearances include Strawberry Shortcake 
and Care Bears.

“Those have been doing well,” suggested 
owner Tara Snell. “Trucks and tractors 
always do well too.”

The popularity of last year’s Spiderman 
movie continues to hold favour with boys, 

House said, noting sales of action figures 
have remained strong.

There’s also a jump in board game sales 
around the holiday season, the two agreed. 

Brad Boudreau, owner of Toy Planet 
at St. Jacobs Outlet Mall, has also seen 
board game sales rise recently.

“As long as I have board games in here, 
I sell them,” he said. “I think they’ve had 
some problems in the last couple years, 
but I’ve noticed a trend toward people 
buying more and more games. They’re 
trying to get the family to sit down and 
play together.”

Not all the hot items have been seen in 
Christmases past, added Boudreau. The 
newest craze he’s experienced is over Geo-
mag and Supermag sets – magnetic rods 
and ball bearings that connect and allow a 
creative mind to build just about anything.

 “It’s play value – you go for how much 
play value it has. Am I going to throw it 
out in five minutes because my kid’s bored 
with it or am I going to throw it out in 10 
years? This is something you’re not going 
to throw out,” he said of the attraction.

“About a third of the sales have been 
Geomag since September when we got it in.

“It’s the most educational toy we have in 
the store, probably the most educational 

toy I’ve ever seen,” he said, noting it can be 
used for everything from beginner lessons 
on natural forces to geometry, architec-
ture and physics. 

“A teacher came in and she had asked her 
class what to get her children [for Christ-
mas]. The class told her to come here to get 
the magnet toys. And the kids are buying it 
with their own money too.”

New product lines such as Lego sports 
sets, Bionicles and Click Its (craft sets), 
as well as miniature remote controlled ve-
hicles have also been popular, noted Snell.

“There’s a lot of new products out. They 
keep coming out with new generations of 
the Bionicles, and sports action sets are 
new and different,” she said. 

This season has also seen a push toward 
more cosmetic toys for young girls, observed 
House. Not only do girls want dolls of vari-
ous kinds and the fashion accessories to go 
with them, they want to dress up and have 
their makeup done in the dolls’ image.

“They want the glamour, the looks, the 
costumes, that sort of thing. They want 
things that the little girls can dress up 
in and look like Barbie,” he said. “There’s 
cosmetic mirrors and consoles, the things 
little girls can sit at and do either their 
own face or their doll’s face.”

CHRISTMAS STOCKING  Stedman’s V&S owner Tara Snell arranges some of the hot Lego toys this Christmas season. Expanded traditional lines and resurrected favourites 
are selling well, she says.

Chosen by his peers, MPP Ted Arnott 
(PC – Waterloo-Wellington) was ap-
pointed first deputy chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House this week.
As first deputy chair, Arnott is one of 

three MPPs who will take over duties of the 
Speaker in the Ontario Legislature when the 
Speaker is unable to attend. The Speaker’s 
task is to enforce and interpret the rules of 
the House, decide matters of order, deliver 
rulings and maintain general order.
At least one of the fill-in Speakers is re-

quired to be selected from a recognized 
opposition party. Currently, the PCs are 
the only recognized opposition to the 
governing Liberals.
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in and out, constantly 
bringing stuff.”

Since news of the 
family’s ordeal started to 
spread early in the week, 
donations of all sorts 
have been dropped off at 
the station. On Tuesday, 
officers filled a pickup 
truck and a cruiser and 
delivered the items to the 
family. That was followed 
by another delivery 
Wednesday, again fill-
ing a pickup truck and a 
rented trailer.

At one point, the station 
lobby was packed waist-
high with donations, 
which were later put in 
the truck and trailer.

The items – which in-
clude clothing, food, a 
sewing machine, fabric, 
stoves, furniture, just 
about everything you’d 
find in the average home 
– were taken to a farm 
in St. Jacobs, where the 
Reddekopps are staying 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A St. Jacobs-area 
family of 15 was 
forced to move 

this week after an early 
morning fire gutted a 
section of their home, 
damaging much of the 
rest of it.

The fire broke out in 
the basement of the 
Martin Grove Road home 
shortly after midnight 
Dec. 8, and filled the 
house with smoke as it 
burned through the floor 
and inside several walls. 
Damage was initially 
reported as $200,000, 
but later downgraded 
to $150,000. The family 
was renting the house, 
which is owned by John’s 
Nursery.

“We were all home, just 
ready to go to bed,” said 
Peter Reddekopp, who 
lived in the house with 
his parents, 10 siblings, 
a brother-in-law and a 
niece. “That’s when my 
mom found out there was 
smoke coming up through 
the furnace holes. Then 
my dad went down to 
check it out and saw the 
beam was burning.

“There’s quite a bit of 
damage to it,” he said of 
the house.

A wooden floor support 

Fire forces family out of home
Problem with woodstove saw house fill with thick smoke, damage estimated at $150,000

beam caught fire above 
the wood-burning fur-
nace and spread upward 
inside the walls. Fire-

fighters had to break into 
several walls to locate 
the flames and eliminate 
them. 

According to St. Jacobs 
fire chief Clare Weber, a 
faulty chimney flue was 
the cause of the blaze.

“There were no smoke 
detectors in the house. 
We’re very fortunate 
we didn’t lose anyone in 
that one,” Weber told the 
Observer. 

All family members es-
caped the building. Two 
were taken to hospital, 
where they were treated 
and released for smoke 
inhalation.

“We thought everyone 
was out, but then we 
went back in and found 
another one,” Reddekopp 
said, referring to his 10-
year-old sister Aganetha. 
“She was still sleeping.”

Police were the first to 
arrive on scene and tried 
to douse the flames that 
had consumed a ground 
floor bathroom by spray-
ing a fire extinguisher 

through a window. That 
helped to slow down the 
fire’s growth, suggested 
Reddekopp.

Shortly thereafter, 
St. Jacobs firefighters 
arrived and found the 
house filled with thick, 
black smoke.

“There was smoke pour-
ing out of the house and 
lots of it. No flames,” 
Weber said, adding the 
Conestogo Fire Depart-
ment was called in once 
they realized it was more 
than a furnace fire, as 
originally reported.

“The problem was find-
ing the fire in the house. 
If you can imagine trying 
to go into a black, smoke-
filled room and try to 
find a fire – you can’t see 
the flames until you’re 
almost up to it.

“I give those guys a lot 
of credit to find that fire 
as quickly as they did.”

Several pieces of flam-
ing clothing, toys and 
boxes were taken outside 
the home and hosed off to 
eliminate hot spots. 

The house remains 
structurally intact, add-
ed Weber, but suffered 
heavy smoke and water 
damage.

The Reddekopps have 
been staying with family 
in the area ever since; at 
press time, the family was 
continuing its search for 
a suitable new home.

Both Waterloo Regional 
Police and the Mennonite 
Savings and Credit Union 
are accepting donations 
to get the family back on 
its feet. Police are accept-
ing donations of clothing 
and other essentials at the 
Elmira station. Financial 
contributions can be 
made at any MSCU loca-
tion, including 24 Church 
Street in Elmira.

RICHARD VIVIAN

temporarily. The family 
is actively looking for a 
new house.

Textbooks and home-
school learning items 
are still needed for the 
children, who range in 
age from three years to 
their 20s.

“They’re really helping 
us. It’s a very good com-
munity around here,” 
said Peter Reddekopp, 
one of 11 displaced sib-
lings. “I’m new to all of 
this; I’ve never been a 
case like this before. I 
sure thank them all.”

The quality of the donated 
items has been top-notch, 
added Knechtel.

“People certainly aren’t 
just cleaning out their 
garages and their closets, 
they’re thinking about 
things that would be ap-
propriate,” he said.

For Gloria Brubacher, 
who dropped off two 
shopping bags and two 
boxes of items Dec. 10, 

donating a few things 
from around the house 
to a family in need just 
seemed like the right 
thing to do.

“It’s a Mennonite fam-
ily and we’re Mennonite 
as well. We noticed they 
have a large family and 
my heart went out to 
them,” she said.

Donations have been so 
strong that the family is 
unable to take it all in, 
explained Reddekopp.

“We sure got a lot of 
clothing. It’s about all 
we can handle,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of stuff we 
needed.”

Any additional items 
donated will be stored 
and presented to other 
families in need, added 
Knechtel. 

“We’ve contacted the 
Township of Woolwich, as 
well as the Region of Wa-
terloo for their social care 
program to see if they can 
identify needs,” he said. 

Overwhelmed by donated items
Continued from cover

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Rentals are down at 
the Hawkesville 
Community Cen-

tre and newly elected 
councillor Ron Hackett is 
blaming the management 
practices of the township. 
Central booking and on-
going issues with keys 
have caused potential 
renters to go elsewhere 
out of frustration, he 
says.

“The people of Ward 1, 
as well as myself, have 
not been happy with the 
situation with the com-
munity centre,” he told 

A SMOKING PILE  A pile of charred debris sits in the yard of a 
Martin Grove Road home that suffered $150,000 in fire, smoke and 
water damage Dec. 8. 

Hackett loses centre bid
council Dec. 9. “A lot 
of the people who used 
to rent the place just 
couldn’t be bothered 
with going through the 
hassle of trying to get a 
key and sign up and all 
the rest of it.”

As of September, rev-
enues for the centre were 
down $2,000 compared to 
the same time last year, 
the councillor noted.

In response to com-
plaints he’s received 
about the rental process, 
Hackett put forward 
a motion to make the 
community centre board 
an official committee of 
council, but allow board 

members the freedom 
to essentially manage 
the facility themselves, 
including bookings and 
possession of the keys. 

“This is very much the 
way it used to be done,” 
Hackett said. “Part of 
the uniqueness [of the 
situation in Hawkes-
ville] is because of the 
uniqueness of the com-
munity. You can’t make 
the township completely 
homogenous by passing 
bylaws that don’t address 
the cultural differences 
in the area.”

One of those differences, 
he pointed out, is that the 

Councillor wants to return to previous arrangement

See CENTRALIZED page 7
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VISIT US TODAY AT THE BIRDLAND PLAZA

120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA       TEL: 669-2333              
STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

OUR FRESHMART FLYER WILL BE DELIVERED EVERY OTHER FRIDAYOUR NEXT FLYERS WILLBE DELIVERED ONFRI. DEC. 12 & 19

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT : DECEMBER 13, 2003 - JANUARY 4, 2004

GROCERY
SPECIALS

WE HAVE A 

GREAT SELECTION 

OF CHEESE BALLS 
AND DIPS!

WHITE
FLOUR

FIVE ROSES

POTATO
CHIPS

HUMPTY DUMPTY

CANDY CANE 
ICE CREAM

PRESIDENT’S CHOICE

$4.99
each

ICE CREAM
NO NAME

BANANAS
FRESH

$6.49
each

2/$4

39¢
/lb

$4.79
each

10KG BAG

EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

1.5L - FROZEN

4L - FROZEN
ASSORTED VARIETIES

PRODUCT OF
THE TROPICS .86/kg

DAIRY
SPECIALS

ORANGE
JUICE

SEALTEST

WHIPPING
CREAM

SEALTEST 35%

HALF & HALF +
LIGHT CREAM

SEALTEST

$2.39
each

SOUR CREAM
SEALTEST

CHIP
DIP

SEALTEST

$1.99
each

$1.69
each

1.89L

250ML

1L

REGULAR, LIGHT
& FAT FREE - 500ML

$1.29
each

$1.19
each

MEAT SPECIALS
PORK
SIDE RIBS

FRESH

$1.99
4.39 kg

/lb
PORK
BACK RIBS

FRESH

$4.99
11.00 kg

/lb

DELI SPECIALS
SPICED
HAM

SELBY’S SLICED

$4.39
9.68 kg

/lb BLACK
FORREST HAM

SELBY’S SLICED 
OR SHAVED $3.99

8.80 kg

/lb

$2.99
6.59 kg

/lb

STONE CROCK SALADS
ASSORTED VARIETIES:
POTATO, COLE SLAW OR MACARONI
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/lb

5.70kg

$1.89
/lb

4.17kg

$3.99
/lb

8.80kg

$6.99
/lb

15.41kg

$2.99
/lb

6.59kg

$3.99
/lb

8.80kg

$3.99
/lb

8.80kg
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4.39kg

$1.99
/lb
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6.59kg

$7.99
/lb

17.58kg

/lb

/lb
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5LB Tray
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LOOK OUT 
FOR OUR 

CHRISTMAS 
FLYER

FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 &
FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 250ML

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A staple on Elmira’s 
dining scene is set 
to close its doors 

for good. The Stone Crock 
restaurant on Church 
Street will permanently 
lock its doors Feb. 1 after 
suffering from a drop in 
tourism business.

“Our numbers have 
been in a steady decline 
in Elmira. Not huge 
numbers, but it has been 
a decline,” said Stone 
Crock Inc. president 
Sandra Shantz, noting 
business has been drop-
ping regularly since the 
business hit its peak in 
the early 1980s.

“Most of our energy is 
focused on St. Jacobs, so 
we’ll just consolidate it 
down here.”

Stone Crock Inc. also op-
erates a trio of St. Jacobs 
restaurants, including 
a Stone Crock location, 
Benjamin’s and Vidalia’s. 
Combined, the three 
dining options contain 
seating for 500 patrons, 
as well as meeting rooms 
and banquet facilities.

A string of events – the 
war in Iraq, the SARS 
outbreak, the mad-cow 
disease scare, and the 
hydro blackouts – made 
2003 a particularly trying 
time for tourism-based 
businesses. As well, 
merchants in Elmira 
have been focusing less 
on tourism, contributing 
to an overall decrease in 
business at the restau-
rant, she explained.

Stone Crock 
to close doors

Drop in tourist traffi c to Elmira 
reason for Feb. 1 closure

“It was a big hit for 
Elmira, but St. Jacobs 
as well,” Shantz said of 
SARS specifi cally. “The 
fall has been good and 
strong, back to last year’s 
level.

“This is mostly a refo-
cus on St. Jacobs,” she 
stressed of the decision.

In addition to the restau-
rant, the Church Street 
building also houses 
the company’s salad 
manufacturing business, 
which serves a number 
of grocery stores across 
southern Ontario. Those 
services will be moved 
to the St. Jacobs Stone 
Crock once the closure is 
complete.

“We’ve increased the 
salad and catering [at 
the Elmira restaurant 
in recent years]. Those 
divisions have helped 
Elmira’s bottom line. We 
need that staff to con-
tinue down here,” Shantz 
explained. “There’s cer-
tainly lots of faithful 
regular customers in 
Elmira, too.”

As many of the restau-
rant’s 79 employees as 
possible will be relocated 
to the St. Jacobs busi-
nesses. Many of the staff 
are part-time or “very 
part-time.”

“Just by the natural 
transition of employees, 
we know that we’ll need 
more wait-staff, we 
know we’ll need more 
dishwashers, we know 
we’ll need more supervi-
sors – perhaps not Feb. 
1, but by spring,” Shantz 
added.

noted the change would 
mean lost revenues for 
the township given that 
small theatres do not pay 
property taxes. Legisla-
tion exempts venues with 
fewer than 1,000 seats.

Mustakas, however, 
replied that every dollar 

Continued from page 2

Theatre a boon to 
community, group says

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A F l o r a d a l e - a r e a 
farmer may close 
his on-farm busi-

ness after Woolwich 
council this week re-
fused to proceed with 
his request for a zoning 
amendment.

James Weber has been 
running his furniture-
making business in 
violation of township by-
laws. Last April he was 
given six months to fi nd 
a solution – after hiring a 
planning consultant, he 
opted to apply for a zone 
change that would make 
the operation legal.

He has approval to run 
an 1,800-square-foot (167 
square metres) shop, 
but has expanded the 
business into his barn 
and now operates 5,000 
square feet. Weber was 
granted zoning approval 
in 1994 for the 1,800-sq.-
ft. shop on his 30-acre 
farm at 3175 Northfi eld 
Dr. In 2000 he asked for 
an expansion to some 
6,500 square feet, but was 
turned down.

Weber’s representative, 
Sam Head of the Kitch-
ener fi rm Dryden, Smith 
and Head, said council’s 

On-farm business policy stands
Council turns down Floradale-area farmer’s request for zone change

decision to decline the 
zone change application 
would likely force Weber 
to relocate. The other 
options – scaling back to 
conform to the bylaw or 
moving to an industrial 
location in Woolwich 
– are not viable, he said.

“The price of that [in-
dustrial park] land is 
prohibitive for a small 
shop owner like this to 
acquire and then build a 
building. He can’t afford 
to do that,” Head ex-
plained. “I suspect that 
if he has to, he’ll relocate 
out of the township and 
try to fi nd a property 
where he can do what he 
wants to on it.”

With only 10 acres of us-
able land, the farm is not 
a viable agriculture-only 
operation – the furniture 
business is necessary if 
Weber is to make a liv-
ing, he argued.

“He can’t make a living 
farming it.”

Sticking by its on-farm 
business policy, how-
ever, councillors voted 
3-1 – with Ruby Weber 
opposed – to support a 
staff recommendation 
that Weber’s application 
not be processed.

Township planner John 
Scarfone said the appli-

cation is contrary to both 
the township Offi cial 
Plan and the Regional 
Offi cial Plan Policy.

“We spent a great deal 
of time around our on-
farm business policy 
– what we have may not 
be perfect, but I think it’s 
a pretty comprehensive 
zoning bylaw and, at 
this point, I don’t see any 
reason to change it,” said 
Coun. Pat McLean.

“I have a concern 
about doing zoning by 
forgiveness rather than 
permission. I don’t think 
that’s the proper way to 
do planning or to do zone 
changes,” added Coun. 
Mark Bauman. “If we 
approve this, I can see 
the lineup forming at the 
door for people wanting 

to come and challenge 
that (policy).”

Fellow councillor We-
ber, however, agreed 
that the applicant’s farm 
is not big enough to pro-
vide adequate income, 
arguing that he should 
be given some leeway to 
continue rather than be 
forced out of business.

“We’re not putting him 
out of business,” coun-
tered Mayor Bill Strauss. 
“We are putting him back 
to what he asked for back 
[in 1994] – 167 square me-
tres.”

Head said he would 
report back to his client 
for a decision on the next 
steps. While Weber is 
free to appeal council’s 
decision, he is unlikely to 
do so, he added.

invested in theatre gener-
ates eight in return.

Contacted by the Observ-
er, Woolwich treasurer 
Dan Chapman said the 
property was assessed 
at a value of $1.187 mil-
lion in 2003, generating 
$62,000 in tax revenue for 
the township.
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Wellesley’s new 
mayor has taken 
a pay cut, despite 

efforts by several council-
lors to thwart the move. 
For this term – and this 
term only – Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn will take 
home an annual salary 
of $10,000, a reduction of 
$4,220. 

Councillors’ pay will re-
main the same.

“My rationale … is that 
when we changed (from 
seven members of council 
to five, following the 2000 
election), the mayor’s job 
did not change,” Kelter-
born told council Dec. 9, 
referencing an increased 
workload used as part of 
the justification by the 
previous council to take 
a raise. 

“The councillor’s job did 
change because the wards 
became bigger and you 
were straddled with more 
work. The mayor’s job 
stayed exactly the same 
as it was – the township 
didn’t get bigger.”

Near the end of the term, 
council will either decide a 
new level of pay for the fol-
lowing term, or leave that 
decision to the council 

Wellesley mayor cuts his pay
Wellesley councillors’ salaries to stay the same

of the day – a stipulation 
Kelterborn added to his 
motion in order to gain 
enough support to pass it. 

Councillors Joe Nowak 
and Jeff Wilker both op-
posed the pay reduction 
and called for the one-
term limit. Both suggested 
it would be better for Kel-
terborn to donate back a 
portion of his pay cheque 
rather than decrease it.

“We do have to look down 
the line. It’s very impor-
tant that we continue to 
attract individuals to this 
table. With all due respect, 
not everybody that wants 
this position has the ben-
efit of a teacher’s pension 
or additional income,” 
Nowak said. “I think it 
looks less attractive if 
we start rolling back the 
wage of the mayor.”

“I don’t think you should 
make rash decisions until 
you’ve walked a day in the 
shoes. You’ve only been 
mayor for two hours,” 
Wilker added.

Coun. Dusan Cizman, 
who initially opposed the 
motion as well, threw his 
support behind it after 
Kelterborn amended the 
wording to restrict the cut 
to this term of council.

“I’d like to see that he 
only speaks for him-

self,”  Cizman said of 
Kelterborn’s motion. “The 
mayor of Wellesley has 
a tremendous amount of 
responsibility.”

The intent had never 
been to limit the pay indef-
initely, said Kelterborn.

As the township’s repre-
sentative, Kelterborn also 
sits on Waterloo Region 
council and a number of 
advisory boards, all of 
which are paid positions. 

A similar motion from 
Coun. Ron Hackett to re-
duce councillor salaries  
was ultimately defeated. 
Much like Kelterborn, 
Hackett campaigned on a 
platform that included a 
pay cut.

The motion sought to 
lower councillor salaries 
to $8,500 from $9,512.

Wilker and Nowak con-
tinued their opposition to 
lower pay.

“That was your platform. 
That had nothing to do 
with our platform. If you 
want to donate the money 
back, we’d be grateful to 
take it,” Wilker told Hack-
ett.

With the defeat of his 
motion, Hackett added he 
would contribute $1,000 
of his annual pay to the 
Hawkesville Community 
Centre board.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An internal staff 
report had Welles-
ley councillors on 

the defensive this week, 
fending off suggestions of 
conflict of interest from 
Wellesley fire chief Dave 
Geil.

While the report wasn’t 
made public, council took 
time at its inaugural 
meeting Dec. 9 to dis-
cuss its content and the 
manner in which it was 
circulated.

The report included, 
among other things, sug-
gestions that Coun. Jeff 
Wilker has voted on issues 
for which he has a conflict 
of interest due to his par-
ticipation as a volunteer 
firefighter in Linwood, 
and recommended he be 
restricted from voting on 
such matters.

“I was a little upset 
when I saw that,” Wilker 
told council. “I would 
hope that I’d have a say 
in matters of the safety of 
my community as well as 
the township.”

According to the provin-
cial Conflict of Interest 
Act, councillors who are 
also volunteer firefight-
ers are permitted to take 

Wellesley fire chief concerned 
about conflicts of interest

Councillor/volunteer firefighter’s participation 
challenged in internal report

an active role in discus-
sions surrounding that 
department, including 
wages, Coun. Joe Nowak 
read aloud. 

Wilker noted he has 
declared a conflict when-
ever volunteer firefighter 
wages were discussed.

The report, Geil said, 
was intended only as a 
summary of concerns 
and issues he would like 
to see addressed. It also 
included information and 
recommendations on ad-
ditional ongoing issues, 
but he declined to com-
ment on what they were.

“It was just an infor-
mation package for the 
councillors with some of 
my concerns that the old 
council hadn’t dealt with 
yet. [It was] just to bring 
the new councillors up 
to speed,” he told the 
Observer. 

Woolwich council has 
two members who are 
volunteer firefighters, 
Wilker pointed out, not-
ing he’d spoken with one 
of them about conflicts of 
interest. “They said they 
only declare [a conflict] 
when it comes to wages.”

Nowak, who first raised 
the issue publicly, said 
he was bothered by both 
the content of the report 

– which he suggested 
contained misinforma-
tion – and the manner in 
which it was distributed. 

Traditionally, a staff 
report is forwarded to 
council through the 
township’s chief admin-
istrative officer, Susan 
Duke. In this case, Geil 
put the report directly in 
councillor mailboxes at 
the township office.

“Our CAO was not 
consulted on issues in 
this report, nor was she 
even given a copy of this 
report. I believe, had this 
report been received by 
staff in the proper fash-
ion, staff may have been 
able to clarify some of 
the issues and concerns 
and prepared a more bal-
anced report for council 
outlining the history of 
concerns, past efforts, as 
well as work in progress 
initiated by the previous 
council,” Nowak said. 
“This report presents a 
one-sided point of view.”

Geil acknowledged he 
should have forwarded 
the report through the 
CAO. A new report, in-
cluding input from Geil, 
Duke and additional 
parties will be presented 
to council at a future 
meeting.
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15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA • 669•2831   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

FINE PRINT: Cash sale prices exclude freight, admin. fees, taxes and may not be combined with other offers (except Liberty & Ram). Lease prices include freight and 
are for term stated. Rates vary from 1.3% to 5.3% average @ 15¢/km + taxes. 0% fi nance for limited term and subject to credit approval. See us for further details.

VOISIN’S

IT’S HERE!
The ALL NEW 2004

DURANGO

• BIG SIZE • SMOOTH RIDE • HEMI POWERED

5.7L HEMI • 5 SPEED AUTO  • 17” WHEELS
AIR (FRONT & REAR) • ALL WHEEL DRIVE 
LEATHER TRIM • 6 DISC CD/MP3 PLAYER

7 PASSENGER • TRACTION CONTROL
TRAILER TOW • POWER PEDALS

POWER SUNROOF • TILT & CRUISE
PREMIUM SOUND • REAR SEAT VIDEO

$48 900
STOCK#T4018

NEW 2003 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• Hemi    • CD Stereo
• Auto    • BoxLiner
• Air    • Cloth Seats
• SureGrip    • 17” Wheels
• ABS

SALE PRICE

$29 805
STOCK#T3065

NEW 2003 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SPORT
• 3.3L V6   • Quads
• Front/Rear Air
• Cargo Organizer
• Tilt & Cruise
• 16” Wheels
• Power Group
• O’head Console
• Power Pedals

STOCK#V3021

DOWN
LEASE

$0 $37239 54 MONTHS/
91,800 KMS+ TAXES

NEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SE

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 200 HP • CD Stereo
• Auto • Remote Entry
• Air • 16” Wheels
• Pwr Windows/Mirrors
• Tilt & Cruise
CASH SALE PRICE

$22 128

STOCK#C4010
NEW 2004 CHRYSLER SEBRING

0% 60 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 150 HP • CD Stereo
• Auto • Remote Entry
• Air • Lumbar Seat
• Pwr Windows/Mirrors
• Tilt & Cruise
CASH SALE PRICE

$18 688 OR 
CHOOSE

STOCK#C4031

NEW 2004 DODGE CARAVAN

0% 48 MTH FINANCING
NO PAYMENTS FOR

90 DAYS

• 3.3L V8 • Pwr Windows
• Auto/Air • Pwr Door Locks
• CD Stereo • Keyless Entry
• Tilt & Cruise

CASH SALE PRICE

$20 933

STOCK#V4010

NEW 2004 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT
• 3.7L V6 
• Auto   • Air
• SelecTrac
• Fog Lamps
• Deep Tint
• Tilt & Cruise
• Pwr Sunroof
• SureGrip DOWN

LEASE
$4000 $36804 54 MONTHS/

91,800 KMS+ TAXES

STOCK#J4005

PURCHASE
FOR:

OR 
CHOOSE

OR 
CHOOSE

OR 
CHOOSE

NEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SENEW 2004 CHRYSLER INTREPID SE
STOCK#C4010

DECEMBER
HOURS

DEC. 24 • 9-NOON

DEC. 25 • MERRY

DEC. 26 • XMAS!

DEC. 27 • 9-3

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A l o n g s t a n d i n g 
dispute over who 
is responsible for 

the bulk of ammonia 
contamination in the 
groundwater near the 
Crompton and Nutrite 
plants in Elmira has been 
settled. Final details will 
be addressed next week, 
but Nutrite has accepted 
the bulk of the blame for 
the contamination. 

The concession comes 
after more than a year 
of disputing claims by 
Crompton Co. and the 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment that Nutrite – which 
produces fertilizer, using 
ammonia – was to blame.

“The majority of that 
ammonia, we believe, 
has come from Nutrite,” 
said Crompton general 
manager David Ash. 
“This agreement allows 
Nutrite to accept the 
responsibility for the 
ammonia contamination 
that they caused and will 
allow us jointly to build a 
large enough treatment 
facility to accommodate 
the offsite groundwater 
and get on with cleaning 
up the groundwater at a 
faster rate.”

Crompton fi rst blamed 
Nutrite for the contami-
nation in the aquifer 
downstream of Nutrite 

centre is the only alcohol-
free community centre in 
the township.

The motion was defeat-
ed, with only Hackett in 
support of it. Township 
staff was directed to 
take a look at Hackett’s 
suggestion and return to 
council with recommen-
dations after considering 
the implications.

It’s unfair to blame dif-
fi culties with the keys for 
the lessened rentals, sug-
gested Coun. Joe Nowak.

“I think there are rev-
enues down throughout 
the township. I think you 
have to keep in mind that 
things are getting more 
competitive out there and 
they’re going to continue 
to get more competitive,” 
he said. 

Coun. Jeff Wilker, who 
chairs the township’s 
recreation committee, 
defended the current prac-
tice of central booking for 
all township facilities. It’s 
a new process, he said, 
and it needs times to work 
the kinks out.

“The whole intent was 
to get everybody on a 
level playing fi eld for 
fi nances, building main-
tenance, rentals and so 
forth down the line. The 
central booking was to 

Crompton, Nutrite settle ammonia dispute
Cleaning up clean-up details, avoid lengthy hearing

in July 2002. The min-
istry agreed. Nutrite 
appealed a month later, 
and a tribunal hearing 
was scheduled for last 
month until a settlement 
appeared likely. Once 
the settlement terms are 
worked out (the deadline 
is Dec. 19) and the tribu-
nal accepts the terms, 
Nutrite would withdraw 
its appeal.

“It’s very important,” 
Nutrite-Hydro Agri pres-
ident Gilles Payette said 
of the settlement. “This 
thing has been discussed 
and investigated for 10 
years. We’ve spent a fair 
amount of money in the 
past 12 months to inves-
tigate it further because 
the evidence we had 
when we appealed the 
order was that we were a 
small contributor.

“We hired a new consul-
tant to review the work 
that had been done and 
we pushed the investiga-
tion further and we have 
realized that we are a 
substantial contributor. 
So we decided that we 
would try to settle.”

“We’ve been working 
for a long time to get Nu-
trite to accept its share 
of responsibility for am-
monia contamination in 
groundwater,” Ash said. 
“We want, as quickly as 
possible, to get on with 
cleaning up the contami-

nated groundwater off of 
our property and we were 
held up in part because 
of the lack of ammonia 
treatment capacity.”

The settlement terms 
are as follows: Cromp-
ton’s current treatment 
system will be retrofi tted 
to increase treatment 
capacity; Nutrite will 
pay 70 per cent of the 
$3.9 million cost, which 
is directed at the off-
site wells currently 
untreated by Crompton. 
Operating costs for treat-
ing ammonia at onsite 
wells currently treated 

by Crompton will be 
shared 65 per cent by 
Nutrite and 35 per cent 
by Crompton; those costs 
total $321,000. Nutrite 
will also pay Crompton 
$1,827,000 for costs al-
ready incurred to settle 
the civil action.

Crompton agreed to 
pay for part of the costs 
because it is part of the 
problem, Ash said, howev-
er small a part it may be.

The ammonia cleanup 
is expected to take nine 
to 10 years, with Cromp-
ton’s overall timeline 
for all contaminants 

(NDMA, etc.) expected to 
be 27 years.

“We need to pump the 
offsite wells at their de-
signed fl ow rates,” Ash 
said. “Up to now, we’ve 
been prevented from do-
ing that because of the 
lack of ammonia treat-
ment capability.”

Crompton has had re-
duced pumping rates for 
ammonia since its agree-
ment with the Region 
of Waterloo to treat the 
offsite groundwater for 
ammonia at the Elmira 
sewage treatment plant 
expired. With the new 

treatment facility, those 
rates can increase.

“We’ve always taken 
into account the fact 
that we do have a re-
sponsibility to clean up 
our site from pollution 
that’s been caused in 
the decades past,” Ash 
said. “We certainly need 
to commit the necessary 
resources to ensure that 
that gets done. We’re 
continuing to invest in 
our facility to improve 
the environmental per-
formance of the plant 
today, tomorrow and the 
day after.”

enhance the rentals of 
the community, that way 
if someone wanted to 
rent a community cen-
tre within the township, 
they call one number,” 
he said.

“As far as the keys, we 
told Hawkesville that 
we’d come to them if need 
be, we would bring the 
contracts to them if need 
be. We’re willing to work 
with them.

“It’s new for everybody 
and we’re working to-
ward making it better.”

Central booking was in-
troduced in May. Anyone 
looking to rent a town-
ship facility is required 
to contact the offi ce in 
Crosshill, and to travel 
there to collect the keys. 
Prior to that, the com-
munity centre boards 
managed their own book-
ings and keys.

In defeating the mo-
tion, several councillors 
called on staff to evalu-
ate Hackett’s suggestion 
and prepare a report 
outlining the potential 
implications. 

“If we do this for 
Hawkesville, we have to 
do it for the others too,” 
Coun. Dusan Cizman 
said. “We need more time 
to think so that we don’t 
make a rash decision.”

Centralized booking 
procedure defended

Continued from page 4
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» ‘Tis the season for giving
Most of us would have a hard 
time imagining 15 family 
members under one roof, let 
alone losing that roof, and 
other belongings, to a fire. But 
sympathetic to a local family’s 
plight, people here have been 
donating generously.

» Empowerment wanted
Although Wellesley council did not 
completely rule out a change in 
community centre board policies, 
they would be well advised to 
go down that road. Coun. Ron 
Hackett, whose motion was 
defeated, should keep pressing for 
more community control.

» No classroom equality
A UNICEF report issued this week 
shows girls around the world 
still face systemic discrimination 
when it come to education. 
Some 65 million go without 
schooling due to discrimination 
and widespread poverty.

The mayor’s job stayed exactly the same as it was - the township 
didn’t get any bigger.

Wellesley Mayor Ross Kelterborn opts to rollback his salary, saying hikes after 2000 were unjustified.

United right now a watered down party

Merger a big
roll of the dice

Well, it looks like 
them unite-the-
right folks has 

finally gone and done it, 
what with this merger and 
all. And I ain’t none too 
happy about it.

It ain’t that I want to see 
the Liberals going on and 
on – that ain’t going to do 
nobody no good – but I 
gotta figure that the good, 
decent Alliance goals is 
gonna get watered down 
by some of the spineless 
folks in the old Tory part. 
A bunch of them is the 
same folks that sucked 
up to Quebec and opened 
up the borders when they 
messed up last time they 
was in power.

You just know that they 
is gonna try to do the same 
thing again.

Now that the merger is 
a go, we got to make sure 
it’s the Alliance that’s got 
the upper hand here – we 
don’t need no red Tories 
flushing down all the good 
work of the great Preston 
Manning.

Me, I’d rather the party 
kept on going as is, letting 
the Conservatives die the 
death they deserve after 
betraying the likes of old 
Sir John A. and the chief. 
The Reform and then the 
Alliance was all for Cana-

dians first, not a bunch of 
sellouts.

With the merger on, it’s 
time for the right-minded 
to sign up and make sure 
the new party stays on the 
right track.

NO HANDOUTS TO 
COMMIES, DICTATORS

Speaking of reasons 
we need a new govern-
ment, I see Chrétien is off 
spending more of our tax 
money on some junket in 
Africa. It ain’t bad enough 
he stuck around so long, 
he’s gotta go and stiff us 
all one more time before 
headin’ out to pasture – of 
course, he’ll be ripping us 
off for the rest of his life 
on account of the golden 
handshake.

If the junket ain’t bad 
enough, I’m sure he’s gon-
na promise to give folks in 
them parts a whole bunch 
more money – not his, 
mind you, but yours and 
mine. Why any fool would 
want to give them people 
– not a proper democracy 
among them – any money 
is beyond me. What do 
them folks do for us?

You got a bunch of Com-
monwealth crybabies 
saying that Zimbabwe 
ought to be coddled when 
there’s a lyin’, cheatin’ 
madman in power – a 
communist, to boot. That 
fellow has taken what used 
to be a decent country 
called Rhodesia and run 
it right into the ground. 
Quit? Hell, I say kick 
him, and the rest of them 
tinpot dictators, right the 
heck out of our Common-
wealth. We don’t need the 
likes of them around, let 
alone to be wasting good 
money on ‘em.
BRINGING HOME THE BOYS 

A REAL CHRISTMAS GIFT
So much for peace on 

Earth and goodwill to-
ward men. While decent 
folk in these parts know 
it’s the Christmas season, 
there’s lots of people mak-
ing a mess all over the 
place – like in Iraq, Russia 
and, like always, in the 
Middle East. Now we got 
them commies in North 
Korea moanin’ about 
nuclear weapons.

We wouldn’t be facin’ 

these kinds of problems if 
we had some real leaders 
still at it, especially in the 
U.S. where Ike and Patton 
and MacArthur knew how 
to deal with them lesser 
lights. That ain’t even 
mentioning the likes of 
Churchill and old Monty.

We certainly wouldn’t be 
talking about reds in Ko-
rea if MacArthur had been 
allowed to finish the job.

It seems like those of us 
in the West – at least them 
that’s still got a backbone 
– has got a whole bunch 
more work to do. We won 
the Cold War, bringin’ 
down the wall and squeez-
in’ out the communists 
– and we took out a bunch 
of dictators – but we still 
got a lot to do to teach some 
backwards folks about 
freedom and democracy. 

Goin’ and kicking some 
evildoers’ butts would be 
a great Christmas gift 
for folks livin’ under the 
thumb – but only if they is 
willing to pay the price. 

Maybe a better present 
would be for Canada, the 
U.S. and Britain to bring 
the boys home for Christ-
mas – maybe the best idea 
is just to let foreign folks 
sink or swim on their own, 
as long as they keep the 
mess to themselves.

Efforts to bring a new, larger supermarket to 
Elmira’s south end have underscored a dilemma 
facing communities all over the country: what to 

do about the downtown core.
BIA suggestions notwithstanding, the commercial de-

velopment planned for Arthur Street South will not be 
the knockout punch for downtown Elmira. That said, 
it will have an impact on the core, just as the growth 
of shopping malls and, later, big box developments 
undoubtedly had an impact on cities everywhere – you 
need look no further than our neighbours Cambridge, 
Kitchener and Waterloo.

The reality is, however, that we want something dif-
ferent in our shopping habits. Malls, with dozens or 
hundreds of stores under one roof and plenty of park-
ing, offer decided advantages, not the least of which is 
shelter from the weather. And, in recent years, the su-
perstore phenomenon has caught fire. You can bet that 
plenty of people from Elmira, not to mention the rest of 
Woolwich and Wellesley townships, do their shopping 
at those facilities in the aforementioned cities.

Space considerations alone preclude those kinds of 
shopping experiences from being offered in downtown 
cores – in Elmira’s case, it’s easy to look around and 
see that the retail outlets north of Conestoga Mall, for 
instance, would find no home there. Yet most of us are 
voting with our dollars to shop at those other spots.

By bringing some of that flavour to Elmira’s south end 
– let’s be clear, we’re in no imminent danger of recreat-
ing Hespeler Road – there is an opportunity to keep 
some of that trade in this community.

Pundits of all stripes are calling this week’s 
merger of the Canadian Alliance and Progres-
sive Conservatives one big crapshoot.

Some are saying a united front will help the 
new party – the Conservative Party of Canada – take on 
the Liberals, or at least form a viable opposition to new 
Prime Minister Paul Martin. Others see it as the death 
knell for both parties, believing the two can’t coexist. 
Then there is every opinion in between.

Only time will tell who had it right, but there’s every 
reason to believe there are plenty of rough waters 
ahead for the newly minted party.

The Canadian Alliance (nee Reform) was/is a party 
born out of western alienation, populist politics and 
more than a touch of fundamentalism. The Progres-
sive Conservatives, on the other hand, were a party 
with deep, centrist roots in central Canada – it goes 
back to a time when Canada was largely just Ontario 
and Quebec, ironically now the “enemy” in the eyes of 
many Alliance supporters.

Given the divergent ideologies, this marriage of con-
venience is likely to prove none too convenient.

Alliance’s strengths in the west are precisely the 
same traits that shut the party out of contention east of 
Manitoba. The Tories’ recent history, particularly the 
shameful Mulroney years, have left Canadians from 
coast to coast with a bad taste in their mouths.

In order to succeed, at least theoretically, the two par-
ties will have to find a way to please both the Alliance 
hardliners and the significant group of red Tories – not 
an easy task. Indeed, it may prove impossible – many 
have found that, in trying to please everybody, you end 
up pleasing nobody.

If the party tries to move to the centre, for instance, 
few people would be surprised if disgruntled members 
from the far right opted to start their own party in 
an attempt to “reform” the original vision – perhaps 
bringing us right back to square one.

Interesting time – and rough waters – ahead. 

Retail changes at 
core of debate
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“What are you 
planning to do with 

your time off at 
Christmas?”

Bryan Van Driel Jennifer Wiersma Kaylin Stevens Jeremy Vervoort

APPOINTED AS A FILL-IN SPEAKER AT QUEEN’S PARK, MPP TED ARNOTT FINDS THAT LIFE 
AS ONE OF THE REMAINING TORIES HAS ITS UPSIDE.

“To hang with my friend 
Kyle in our little apart-
ment.  Playing X-Box, 
eating.”

“Going to Christmas par-
ties.  I’m not going on va-
cation or anything.  I’m 
just hanging around at 
home.”

“Chill at home.  Visit 
my relatives in Ottawa 
– we’re going skating on 
the canal.”

“Spending it with my 
family and friends.  
Snowmobiling; probably 
up to Collingwood to the 
tracks around there.”

Dr. Foth

ALLAN FOTHERINGHAM

No need for retirement while the brain’s still ticking

Letters to the Editor

Canada’s best read 
political columnist.

Raising cigarette taxes
reduces smoking, pays 
for extra health costs

Late in 1962 – at the 
time of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis – this 

scribbler was sitting in 
the rooftop bar of the 
Caravelle Hotel in Sai-
gon, having a drink with 
a clutch of American 
correspondents, while 
watching the flash of 
gunfire across the river.

Three of my mates, as 
it turned out, later won 
Pulitzer Prizes for their 
reporting – including 
David Halberstam of the 
New York Times and Mal-
colm Browne of United 
Press International.

Halberstam, represent-
ing the most influential 
newspaper in the world, 
so enraged John Ken-
nedy with his Vietnam 
despatches that the presi-
dent sent a message to 
the NYT that he should 
be fired or at least trans-
ferred.

Scotty Reston, the 
wonderful Times bureau 
chief in Washington who 
stood resolutely behind 
every bright young re-
porter he had hired, sent 
a quiet message to the 
White House: “We were 

here long before you got 
here, and we will be here 
long after you are gone.”

Which brings up Walter 
Cronkite. The legend-
ary anchorman who 
was voted, in the Gal-
lup Poll year after year, 
as the “most-trusted 
American.” Cronkite 
could not understand 
the divergence between 
the White House line and 
the consistent reports 
from Halberstam and 
the others – how Ameri-
can generals were lying 
to the U.S. public about 
how things were going 
so well in the Vietnam 
quagmire.

He flew to Saigon, 
checked out all the cor-
respondents, and found 
out they were the ones 
telling the truth. He 
returned home, gave his 
solid conclusions over 
several nights on the 
most-watched nightly 
news in the most power-
ful country on earth.

Lyndon Johnson, now 
president after Kenne-
dy’s death in Dallas, 
said, “If I’ve lost Walter 
Cronkite, I’ve lost Middle 

America.” And he an-
nounced he would not 
run for president again, 
retired to his Texas 
ranch and grew his hair 
long like a hippy.

And so, Cronkite also 
announced a failing last 
week. He gave up his 
supreme anchor post 22 
years ago at age 65. “The 
dumbest mistake I’ve 
ever made it my life,” he 
confessed. “I need to get 
up every morning and go 
to a job. I never thought I 
would be so healthy this 
long.”

Which brings up Larry 
King, king of the suspend-
ers. He’s been celebrating 
his 70th birthday on his 
CNN gabfest, featuring 
such guests this week 
as the wife of the presi-
dent, Laura Bush, Oprah 

Winfrey, Tom Brokaw 
and everybody who is 
anyone.

King has a short atten-
tion span in some areas 
– he has been married 
nine times. But he’s a 
survivor in this terrible 
trade called journalism/
media. Nothing but a 
newspaper columnist in 
Miami, he hooked on in 
1985 with Ted Turner’s 
improbable news-all-day 
CNN.

He never thought he 
would last past 43 – the 
age of his father’s death 
by means of a heart at-
tack. But he has lasted 
– including a triple-by-
pass in 1989 – through 
what he thinks is some 
45,000 interviews in his 
46 years in the trade. The 
only one he regrets is the 

Pope. Plus, perhaps that, 
thanks to his latest mar-
riage, he has two boys, 
aged 3 and 4, who he will 
never see to university.

Which brings up Pierre 
Berton, who is 83, and 
has published 49 books 
and, while on a cane, has 
just this month finished 
his 50th in his retreat in 
Kleinburg, an hour north 
of Toronto.

Prisoners of the North 
will be out next year, ad-
dressing Robert Service 
and those guys who came 
from where Berton was 
born, the Klondike. And 
next year, trust me, will 
come the 51st.

The point is that re-
tirement is death. What 
keeps you alive is curios-
ity – as witness Cronkite, 
King and Berton. As long 
as the brain is ticking, 
stay away from retire-
ment. I know this, from 
observing, over the 
years, all my superiors. 
(I’m 39.)

AND ANOTHER 
THING: Also useful, 
since the study of the 
female race is another 
of my obsessions, is 
the price tag on the 10 
highest-paid university 
presidents in the Excited 
States of America.

Of the 10, No. 1 is 
Shirley Ann Jackson of 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, at $891,400. 
And No. 3 is Judith Rodin 
of University of Pennsyl-
vania at $845,474. You’re 
welcome.

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH: “I don’t claim 
any project management 
expertise or nuclear ex-
pertise.” – Ron Osborne, 
president and chief 
executive of Ontario 
Power Generation, paid 
$850,000 in 2002 plus 
$100,767 other compen-
sation, with a contract 
of a year’s salary after 
being fired by Dalton 
McGuinty’s new Liberal 
government.

To the Editor,
In spite of whatever 

beef some may have 
with our provincial 
government, we should 
be very happy that they 
have kept one key prom-
ise: raising cigarette 
taxes.

Smoking is the scourge 
of our society.  I have 
yet to understand why 
people pay money to 
poison themselves, their 
neighbours, and our air. 
What justification could 
they have for directly 
harming the health of 
others with their rancid 
secondhand smoke? 

It’s pretty nervy of 
smokers to say that 
their rights are under 
attack. The only right 
they’re fighting for is 
the privilege of giving 
themselves cancer, and 
they’re damaging our 
environment to do it.

They whine that 
they’re addicted, and 
can’t resist lighting up. 
Well, we’re helping them 
overcome this depen-
dence by hitting them 
where it counts: in their 
wallets. We’re encourag-

ing them to save money 
by quitting this filthy 
and destructive habit. 
Besides, with the huge 
drain that smokers cre-
ate on our health care 
system, the least they 
can do is partially pay 
back the coffers through 
cigarette taxes.

Thankfully, govern-
ment advertising and 
high prices have proven 
to be a deterrent to 
smoking, and the gov-
ernment is right to tax 
these vicious cancer 
sticks. Experts predict 
that this tax hike will 
cause more than 60,000 
smokers in Ontario to 
quit – we’re doing smok-
ers a favour!

Public smoking bans 
also entice people to 
quit, but a lack of en-
forcement has made a 
joke of these laws in 
many jurisdictions. Our 
governments need to get 
up off their butts and 
start penalizing defiant 
smokers.

To all smokers: please 
quit.  It’s for your own 
good, and you’ll also 
be doing your part to 
help Canada achieve its 
Kyoto commitments.

Mark Johnson
Elmira
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New party will be a nightmare

Don’t lump people 
together by culture

Some values worth
more than money

Young driver salutes 
Johnson letter

According to Peter 
MacKay, leader of 
the party formerly 

known as the Progressive 
Conservatives, the newly 
united Conservative 
Party has “just become 
Paul Martin’s worst night-
mare.” At least, that’s his 
position today; it can’t be 
really considered legally 
binding in the future. 

Notwithstanding the fact 
that declaring oneself to 
be your opponent’s worse 
nightmare is a pretty 
tired political device (e.g. 
Ernie Eves said he was 
“Dalton McGuinty’s worst 
nightmare” and we know 
what happened to him), 
I’m prepared to grant that 
the new party will, in fact, 
be a nightmare. But, far 
from being a nightmare 
for Martin (or for the 
country), I would submit 
that the real nightmare 
will be for those who think 
that the Regressive Con-
servatives are poised to 
mount a serious challenge 
in the coming federal elec-
tion campaign.

Since 1993, the various 
incarnations of Canada’s 
political right have con-
sistently blamed vote 
splitting for their failure 
to make a significant elec-
toral breakthrough. The 
reality is that Canadians 
are simply unwilling to 
embrace extreme right-
wing policies. 

To the extent that there 
is any appetite for less 
drastic conservative 
ideas, Canadians have 
been content to have those 
ideas implemented by the 
moderate conservative 
party known as the Lib-

erals. Particularly now 
that Paul Martin, whose 
credentials as a fiscal 
conservative are well 
established, is taking 
over as Prime Minister, 
there is no evidence that 
moderate right-wingers 
will abandon the Liberal 
party for a more extreme 
alternative.

Moreover, the new party 
faces so many logistical 
hurdles on the path to 
the next election that it is 
likely to be left gasping for 
breath before it even gets 
close to the finish line. 

For starters, consider 
the fact that the party 
will continue to have two 
“principal spokespeople” 
during the transition. 
Both Stephen Harper and 
Peter MacKay are expect-
ed to combine their new 
spokesperson role with 
that of leadership candi-
date. At the very least, the 
inevitable sniping should 
be a salve for those who 
are nostalgic for the days 
when the parties officially 
hated each other. 

Meanwhile, Senator 
John Lynch-Staunton 
will hold the nominal 
leadership of the party, ap-
parently so that someone 
could “have signing au-
thority.” Lynch-Staunton 
told reporters that he had 
not sought the position of 
interim leader, but had 
agreed to serve when 
asked. “It’s more to fill in 
a blank,” he said. 

Outside of the irony of 
a party that favours an 
elected Senate (or not, 
depending on what is 
eventually decided) hav-
ing an appointed senator 

as its leader, I hardly 
think that Paul Martin 
is losing any sleep over 
the prospect of facing a 
“fill in the blank” as an 
opponent. 

Not only will the party 
be leaderless until Mar. 19 
or 20 – just weeks before 
an anticipated spring 
election – but it has no 
organizational structure, 
no money (outside of the 
combined party debts) 
and, as mentioned above, 
no policy. 

At least three, possibly 
more, members of the PC 
caucus will not be joining 
the new party. 

The party will try to 
work out these details over 
the next three months, 
but the results can be pre-
dicted: a hodgepodge of 
Reform and Tory policies 
that makes neither side 
happy. Bilingualism, gay 
rights, tax policy, health 
care, multiculturalism 
and capital punishment 
promise to be key areas of 
disagreement. 

As former Conservative 
cabinet minister Flora 
MacDonald charged in 
her anti-merger speech 
on Saturday, “You will not 
be able to wish away these 
contradictions, or gloss 
over them. You are trying 
to create a party with no 
policy and no higher pur-
pose than opportunism.” 

She’s right, of course, 
about the party’s over-
riding objective; but, 

the word opportunism 
presumes an opportunity 
that is not there.

Besides Martin’s 
Liberals, the primary 
beneficiary of the collapse 
of the right will likely be 
the New Democrats. Four 
polls released in the last 
month have put the party 
in second place, and two 
of those four polls show 
that they will maintain 
that status even after the 

merger (proving that the 
idea that one can simply 
add the PC and Alliance 
votes together is a logi-
cal fallacy). Even former 
prime minister Joe Clark 
is predicting that “the 
party that’s going to gain 
is the party of the left, the 
New Democrats. Because 
Layton has been able to 
hold them fairly close 
to the centre, and when 
those votes inevitably get 
shaken loose, they’re go-
ing to look for someplace 
reliable to go. I think 
there’ll be too much ap-
prehension about this new 
party.”

If voters want a fiscally 
conservative, socially mod-
erate government, they’ll 
vote for Paul Martin. 
But other voters will be 
looking for a credible al-
ternative to Paul Martin, 
and they’ll find it in the 
NDP. The new Conserva-
tive Party could well be 
relegated to third place or, 
depending on the strength 
of the Bloc Quebecois, pos-
sibly even to fourth place. 
And, those who thought 
they were preparing 
the way for an extreme 
right-wing government in 
Canada will have to find a 
new excuse for losing. 

To the Editor,
It is disheartening to 

read Uncle Bob’s  “Has 
Canada forgotten about 
9/11 already?” (Observer, 
Dec. 6). It is sad that the 
Woolwich Observer prints 
words connecting terror-
ists to “that Ramadan 
thing.” The statement that 
“good, God-fearin’ folks 
who make up the majority 
of this county” is open for 
debate if one looks at Sta-
tistics Canada figures.

Since the tragedy on 
September 11, it is more 
important than ever to 
not lump together people 
in different religions and 
cultures – including Chris-
tians who have led wars 
and committed murder.

Disagreement about 
taking  “the Christ out 
of Christmas” can be ex-
pressed in ways that don’t 
belittle “other groups even 
though they’re a small mi-
nority ... before we came 
along.” Canadians’ ances-
tors all “came along” from 
other countries.

One wonders why a writ-
er and a newspaper use 
their “power” to belittle 
and degrade people with 
the insidious words in that 
article.

Marion Roes
Waterloo

To the Editor,
As a young driver, I salute 

Mark Johnson for having 
the guts to say it like it is. 
I am tired of seeing acci-
dent after accident caused 
by elderly citizens who 
shouldn’t have licenses.

I don’t blame all old peo-
ple, but some are no longer 
able to drive properly.

Arthur Street in Elmira 
is where most of my anger 
is born. Old people slowly 
pull out from parking 
spots, and they assume 
that a car coming up be-
hind them will be driving 
at 10km/h instead of the 50 
that is the speed limit. I’ve 
barely avoided several col-
lisions downtown because 
of this.

Letter writer Rob Smyth 
is the one who needs to 

look at the big picture. 
Johnson was frank and 
blunt, which is what we 
need. What we don’t need 
are comments like those 
of Mr. Smyth – our roads 
are unnecessarily made 
dangerous because we let 
some of these people drive 
who just aren’t capable.

Recent and unfortunate 
accidents prove my point. 
I am a friend of the teenag-
ers in the huge accident on 
the expressway, and I was 
upset at this completely 
avoidable situation.

We do need measures to 
protect good drivers from 
the danger of some elderly 
ones; they are more dan-
gerous than drunks. 

Maybe if people close to 
Mr. Smyth had been hurt 
in the accident, he would 
have a different opinion.

Like Johnson, I too am 
tired of how young people 
are always accused of 
being reckless drivers. 
Compared to ‘Sunday’ 
drivers, that may be true, 
but I’d rather be a reckless 
driver, than an incompe-
tent one.

Mike Barlow
Glen Allan

To the Editor,
While I appreciate that 

your editorial, “Farm-
ers feeling the squeeze” 
(Observer, Dec. 6) was in 
reference to the many 
complicated issues facing 
agriculture in general, 
a large portion of it dis-
cussed the Consumers’ 
Association of Canada 

(CAC) poll on labelling 
of genetically modified 
foods. As someone who 
attended several of the 
meetings that built the 
volunteer standard, I feel 
compelled to respond.

Foods derived from GM 
crops require approval 
from Health Canada 
to ensure that they are 
safe. If they are found to 
be nutritionally different 
or if they may contain a 
potential allergen, they 
are already subject to 
mandatory labelling un-
der existing regulations. 
GM foods currently ap-
proved in Canada are not 
nutritionally or compo-
sitionally different than 
their conventionally pro-
duced counterparts and 
therefore are not subject 
to mandatory labelling.

Similar to the organic 
industry meeting the de-
mand of consumers who 
wish to purchase foods 
produced in a specified 
way, a “non-GM” industry 
will likely do the same. 
Organic labelling is also 
voluntary – non-organic 
food products are not 
required to be labelled 
“non-organic” – and this 
system has provided con-
sumers with choice.

The extra costs of trac-
ing and segregation 
required in the organic 
industry are appropriate-
ly borne by consumers of 
organic products. This 
should also be the case for 
GM foods. 

In the future, consum-
ers will be able to choose 
foods that are more nu-
tritious, thanks to GM 
technology. Because they 
will be nutritionally dif-
ferent, labelling will be 
mandatory under exist-
ing legislation.

I don’t know how the CAC 
poll question was worded, 
but if it had been prefaced 
with the facts that: GM 
foods in the marketplace 
are safe, mandatory label-
ling of all GM food would 
increase food costs and 
are prone to be mislead-
ing due to exemptions, I 
believe the results would 
have been different.

Quentin Martin
AGCare executive member

Winterbourne

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

Showcase your 
new arrival

in a special delivery 
on January 3, 2004.

$2000
+ GST

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
• Full Colour photo in Jan 3 section
• Name, Parents, Town, Birthday
• Extra copies of the paper
• Web Page Gallery online

SUBMIT TO OUR OFFICES OR VIA E-MAIL BEFORE DEC. 31, 2003

ONLY

This feature is open to all proud 
parents, grand parents, or friends 

of little ones born in 2003.

To the Editor,
I would like to say a very 

sincere “thank you” to 
our councillors and all 
the residents of our com-
munity who took a stand 
to keep the slot machines 
out of Elmira. There are 
more important values in 
life than monetary gain. 
I am thankful that these 
were upheld. I do not 
think that our community 
will ever regret standing 
up for these values.

Celia Cowan
Elmira

Science, research 
show GMO foods 
are perfectly safe

the Babies of 2003
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Coffers take one last hit Resting “insured” in Maryhill Economy keeps housing starts on the move

MARKET
    ENSE

MARK A. BERKIN
¢

Mark A. Berkin, B.Sc. is an associate of Daniel P. Reeve and Associates Inc. and an account repre-
sentative with Family Investment Planning Inc.  Mark has over 12 years experience in the financial 
industry. Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated 
with mutual fund investments.  Please read the prospectus before investing.  Mutual fund securities 
are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

Optimistic forecasts — a nice change!
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Economists at major 
Canadian banks are 
predicting a strong 

year ahead for equity 
markets, pointing out that 
while cautious Canadians 
sit on the sidelines, ag-
gressive Americans are 
already back in the game. 

Canadians are cautious 
by nature, but with money 
market returns likely to 
remain low over the next 
year, corporate profits on 
the rise with a strengthen-
ing economy, coupled with 
an expected slowing of 
housing markets and the 
likelihood of a decrease 
in bonds, the time seems 
ripe for equity investing.

So far this year, the 
TSX Composite index has 

gained 20 per cent, with 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average and the S&P 500 
posting similar gains. The 
NASDAQ, which suffered 
the steepest fall in the 
bear market, has turned 
in a gain of more than 45 
per cent.

Canadians have stashed 
away up to $80 billion 
in their bank accounts, 
money markets funds and 
GICs since 2000. Banks 
estimate $20 billion went 
into fixed term deposits 
and another $9 billion 
into bond income funds 
this year alone. A good 
portion of this money is 
going somewhere, and my 
call would be back into 
equities.

Further reports offer 
three explanations why 
Canadian investors are 
slower to return to the 
markets than Americans:

• So much wealth was 
destroyed when equity 
markets collapsed, that 
the funds are simply not 
there to invest. 

• Conditions over the last 
three years have caused 
less risk-tolerant investors 
to reallocate funds toward 

other safer asset classes. 
• Spending and housing 

markets have shifted the 
emphasis away from in-
vesting. 

Despite this, Canadian 
investors will return to 
the equity mutual funds 
as an easy way to diversify 
their equity holdings. For 
those of us who already 
have our equities in place, 
we stand to benefit nicely 
from the predicted inflow 

of billions of dollars.
On a similar note, Bank 

of Canada governor 
David Dodge stated this 
week that the Canadian 
economy is picking up 
steam as 2003 draws to a 
close. Dodge expects the 
economy to grow at an 
annualized rate of at least 
four per cent in the fourth 
quarter. 

“Remember that the 
U.S. economy grew at an 
annualized rate of about 
eight per cent in the 
third quarter, and Cana-
dian exporters should 
see some benefit from this 
and from the continuing 
strong growth expected 
in the U.S. economy over 
the months ahead.”

With all this being said, 
volatility and risk will 
always go hand in hand 
with building wealth. 
However the risk now 
with GICs and money 
market accounts is their 
challenge to keep up with 
inflation and taxes, and 
the bond market is poised 
for a serious correction 
when interest rates begin 
to sneak back up. 

There is still a lot of 
value in equities and they 
appear to be the only op-
tion that will recoup our 
losses and earn us a de-
cent return in the years 
to come. Ensure you are 
well positioned to take ad-
vantage of this opportune 
time. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s a studio, a gallery and a 
classroom … of sorts. The 
operators of St. Jacobs’ 
newest artistic showcase 

– Fleur de Soleil Studio and 
Gallery, on the third floor of 
the Old Mill building – are 
learning what it takes to make 
a business thrive.

The gallery opened its doors 
in June thanks to a Human 
Resources Development 
Canada program that helps 
those with business ideas get 
up and running. While it’s an 
HRDC-funded program, the 
administration is conducted by 
the Lutherwood Community 
Opportunities Development 
Association.

“This [program] has just been 
great,” said Jan Fretz, who 
runs the gallery with partners 
Wilma Vanderleeuw and Lori 
Koebel. The funding covers 
the rent and salaries for the 
first year in order to get the 
business over the initial hump. 
Prior to receiving the funds, 
the group was required to take 
six weeks of intensive business 
training.

“We have to do everything in-
volved with a business. We have 
to do a business plan, projec-

Learning the business firsthand
“There is a lot of beautiful original work out there and it doesn’t get a place to show,” says operator

tions, surveys; this is all part of 
the training,” Fretz said.

“The hope is that by then [one 
year later] you’ve been able to 
get your foot in the market.”

Featuring works by the three 
partners and four associate 
artists – Sharon Whittle, Kathi 

Kelly, Blanka Peterka and Mary 
Wong – the gallery is filled with 
original oil, acrylic and wa-
tercolour paintings, as well as 
fibre arts, bees-wax candles, 
photography, clay works and 
print work – using a printing 
press, not reproductions. All 

the artists reside in Waterloo 
Region.

“We are trying to keep it a gal-
lery of original work. There is 
a lot of beautiful original work 
out there and it doesn’t get a 
place to show,” she said.

Each of the artists and associ-
ate artists spend time running 
the gallery and tending to any 
inquisitive customers. The art-
ists all have jobs outside the 
gallery, but between them they 
find the hours to open the gal-
lery seven days a week.

“It’s important for us, as 
women artists, to have a con-
nection with people who come 
to the gallery. It’s our work 
that they’re buying and they’re 
meeting us as artists, they’re 
not finding someone else in 
the gallery who isn’t involved,” 
Fretz explained.

“More often than not, you’ll 
come to the gallery and you’ll 
see somebody working [on their 
art] here.

“We’re about promoting all of 
us, not one in particular.”

Fretz said she was approached 
by the Mercedes Corporation 
– which owns the building 
– about starting up a gallery, 
an idea both she and company 
executives felt would comple-
ment the existing features of the 
floor. The Maple Syrup Museum 

of Ontario and the Permanent 
Quilt Gallery share the third 
level with Fleur de Soleil.

“We see ourselves as an exten-
sion of the existing community 
here,” she said. 

Because of its location in St. 
Jacobs and the tourist attrac-
tions on the floor, much of the 
gallery’s business comes from 
outside the immediate area, 
Fretz noted. As part of the 
Lutherwood program, gallery 
customers are asked to fill out a 
survey indicating where they’re 
from, how often they visit the 
area and similar questions.

“One day in the gallery here 
I had [people from] Israel, New 
Zealand and Germany,” she 
said. “It becomes very exciting 
to see where people are from.”

While business was slow in 
the fall months – with tour-
ism noticeably down overall 
– things have started to pick 
up with the holiday season, she 
added.

“This is probably the worst 
year to start [a business] with 
the economy,” she said, refer-
ring to the SARS outbreak and 
hype over mad-cow disease 
that kept tourists from visiting 
Canada. “December has been 
absolutely awesome. I think 
people are starting to think 
about original artwork again.”

In its final tax revisions for 2003, Woolwich council this week agreed to 
write-off $4,339.63 in tax cancellations, reductions and refunds dating 
back to 2001. The write-offs reflect such issues as a property’s change in 
assessment, say when a building is demolished.

Adding to its list of groups covered by the township’s liability insurance, 
Woolwich council this week approved the addition of the Maryhill Recre-
ation Association to its policy. Coverage of $2 million per claim will be add-
ed to the policy with the Waterloo Region Municipalities Insurance Pool.

Despite a decline in housing starts in November versus the month prior, 
the housing market still remains strong, the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation reported this week. Some 213,000 housing starts were reported 
in November, down from 237,000 in October, but higher year-over-year.

A NEW SHOWCASE  Jan Fretz (above) is one of three operators of the Fleur de 
Soleil Studio and Gallery in St. Jacobs. RICHARD VIVIAN
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Elmira in the box They are the champions ... Applejacks in second place ... sort of

Making a mark on ice
Tests let members of the Elmira Figure Skating Club know where they stand

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A night local figure 
skaters anticipate all 
year arrived Dec. 5 
as the Elmira Figure 

Skating Club had its bi-annual 
testing. The club’s 11 girls 
danced and free-skated to show 
their skills to judge Margaret 
Lojek of Elmira.

“Testing is something the 
girls work towards,” said club 
president Laurel Martin, “and 
a lot of the girls that tested 
tonight started skating at the 
beginning of September and 
by this time of the year, they’re 
ready to test. We’ll have another 
test day in February. We try to 
have two because it covers more 
ground.”

It also gives skaters who didn’t 
pass the test another chance to 
succeed. And for those who did 
pass, a chance to build up to an-
other level.

“It’s pretty important because 
it’s a better way of tracking your 
progress than competitions,” 
said Jeanette Magurn of Wa-
terloo. The 28-year old started 
figure skating two years ago af-
ter many years roller-skating.

“It’s pretty nerve-wracking,” 
she said of the testing, “because 
when you’re older you get ner-
vous easier.”

“You’ve just got to be pretty 
focused and think positively,” 
said Tasha Rubenschuh, 17, of 
Linwood. She is currently test-
ing for the junior silver free 

skate. “You have to remember 
as you get higher in tests that 
they’re not just looking to see 
you land jumps. They’re look-
ing for more expression, they’re 
looking for a little more finesse 

to everything. So you keep in 
mind that you’re out there to 
put on a show.”

Martin said it’s a good way to 
know their current level and to 
set goals.

“Because we’re a recreational 
club – we’re not a competitive 
club – we only participate in 
one competition a year at RIM 
Park, and that’s Jan. 17 and 18,” 
she said. “There are girls who 

choose not to compete, so this is 
a way to gauge how well they’re 
doing.”

Magurn, despite her recent 
entrée to figure skating, has 
another competition to look 
forward to.

“They’re having their first an-
nual adult nationals in B.C., and 
I’m going in March,” she said. “I 
decided to represent Elmira be-
cause they’ve been really nice 
to me.”

Rubenschuh doesn’t expect to 
skate for a living, but would like 
to stick with it.

“I would like to go to the uni-
versity level with it and keep 
skating,” she said. “It’s always 
something to do – keeps you in 
shape.

“I like footwork and hand-
work,” she said. “I’m not a very 
good spinner, so that takes a 
little more work. Getting into 
those positions and staying cen-
tred on that one point is a little 
hard to do sometimes.”

Figure skating isn’t all the 
club does. Some of the students 
also help teach basic ice skat-
ing skills through the Learn to 
Skate (for kids who can’t skate) 
and CanSkate (for kids who can 
skate) programs. The club is 
still accepting registration (669-
1830) for the winter session, 
charging half the normal price 
for classes that begin Jan. 6 and 
run until Mar. 12.

“Everybody should know how 
to skate,” Martin said. “Two 
things you’ve got to know – how 
to swim and how to skate.”

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A late rally by the 
Siskins forced 
the Elmira Sugar 

Kings to settle for a tie 
against Waterloo Wednes-
day (Dec. 10), after leading 
5-1 heading into the final 
12 minutes.

The Kings dominated 
play for much of the first 
two periods – in which 
they scored all of their 
goals – but were overtaken 
by an energized squad 
of Siskins as the clock 
ticked down. A last-min-
ute goal against Elmira 
sent the teams into over-
time, where nothing was 
settled.

“We just stopped playing 
in our own end. We let 
them have 14 whacks at it 
in front of our net,” Kings 
coach John East said of 

Waterloo forces OT tie in Elmira
Kings drop four-goal lead after panicking in their own end, says coach

the last 12 minutes of play.
“They got energized and 

we got de-energized. We 
weren’t getting the puck 
out. We weren’t strong. 
We worked on all those 
exact things last night in 
practice and we just gave 
this away in the last 12 
minutes.

“We just kept retreating 
and that wasn’t what we 
were supposed to be do-
ing.”

The visiting coach had a 
slightly different idea of 
what caused the game to 
swing.

“With all the systems in 
the world and all the team 
tactics, if they’re (players) 
feeling a bit too much pres-
sure and feeling a little bit 
down, you have to get a 
little bit comical in the 
room,” coach Dave Officer 
said of what happened 
during the second break.

“We cracked a few jokes, 
lightened it up a little. We 
knew we didn’t have any-
thing to lose in the third 
period. The guys seemed 
to lighten up a little bit 
and it seemed to take the 
pressure off.”

The two rivals hit the 
Elmira Arena ice hard in 
the opening frame, press-
ing at both ends in search 
of the elusive scoring 
opportunities. It wasn’t 
until 7:42 that Elmira’s 
Justin Piquette found the 
sweet spot after catching 
a rebound off netminder 
Craig Lizun. Derek Skin-
ner – who put the initial 
shot on net – and affiliate 
player Josh Ahier record-
ed the assists.

Waterloo turned up the 
heat and took the goal 
back with 4:05 remaining 
in the period. Using a pow-
er play advantage, Siskin  See KINGS page 16

Tyler Redman planted one 
behind Kings goalie Erol 
Kahraman.

Indicative of the back 
and forth action, Elmira 
landed another goal be-
fore the buzzer sounded. 
After breaking loose near 
centre ice, Ryan Benesch 
went in alone on Lizun 
and beat him high. 

Officially, Andrew 
Coburn and Kahraman 
added the assists.

Level action continued 
into the second period, 
until Benesch netted his 
second goal of the game 
at 10:59. Coburn took 
the rubber behind the 
Waterloo net and spot-
ted Benesch perched in 
the crease, from where 
he found a hole. Jeremy 
Machin pitched in for the 
goal as well.

That goal started a Kings 

The Elmira Sugar Kings take the number two spot on a dubious list – they 
have the second most penalty minutes (28.92 per game) of any team in On-
tario Junior B as of Dec. 1. Mid-western Junior B teams take the top eight 
spots on the list. Listowel and Stratford were 10th and 13th respectively.

The Wellesley Applejacks have taken the second place position in the 
Junior Development Bauer division. With 21 points, the Jacks trail Ta-
vistock by 10 points. However, both teams are chasing league leaders 
Hagersville and Exeter, which possess 35 points each.

The Conestogo Public School boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams took the 
WRDSB championships for schools with under 100 senior students (including 
most area schools). Both teams beat Cambridge’s Cedar Creek PS. The girls 
won 3-2 at the Breslau tournament, and the boys won 3-1 in Wellesley.

‘A’ FOR EFFORT Margaret Lojek of 
Elmira reflects on a grade during one 
of the tests.

YOU SPIN ME RIGHT ROUND Tasha Rubenschuh, 17, spins during her test. The 
Linwood resident is one of the more senior members of the Elmira Figure Skating Club.

DANCE WITH ME Karley Robertson 
and Jamie Plaskett (a contract dance 
partner) perform the Swing Dance.

DUMP AND CHASE  Elmira’s Tyler Brenner sent the rubber flying 
into the Siskins’ end during Wednesday’s game at the Elmira Arena. 
The Kings dropped a four-point lead and ended up with a 5-5 tie.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

The fine art of walking on thin ice BOWLING

FUN FOR YOUNG AND OLD

For more information on these and other tours 
or to receive our tour booklet contact:

www.exceltours.ca
70 Baffin Place, WATERLOO  ON N2V 1Z7

Phone: 519-747-1626
Travel Act # 50008934

For that special someone who has everything, why 
not give them a gift certificate which can be used 
towards the tour of their choice? Call our office 
today for details.

GIVE THE GIFT
OF TRAVEL

WASHINGTON CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
April 1 - April 5, 2004

Enjoy a Luncheon cruise on the Potomac, tour 
of Washington highlights, visit the Smithsonian 

Institute, Mount Vernon and more.

CALIFORNIA & ARIZONA
April 19 - May 12, 2004

Includes Los Angeles, San Francisco and Salt 
Lake City, Hearst Castle, the Giant Redwoods, 

the Grand Canyon and much much more.

UPCOMING DAY TOURS
"Titanic" The Musical
Princess Diana Exhibition

The Producers

Wed., Feb. 18
Sat., Feb. 21

Wed., Mar. 24
Sat., Apr. 3

Sat., Feb. 28

GAITHER HOMECOMING CONCERT
Buffalo, NY

April 3 - May 4, 2004

SPRINGTIME IN NEW YORK CITY
May 5 - May 9, 2004

I don’t know about you, 
but this outdoorsman 
owes his wife a lot. 

Without her continual 
motivation, I wouldn’t be 
out of the house half as 
much as I am. She’s con-
stantly telling me where 
to go and how to get 
there. More than that, 
when I’m bow hunting, 
she even points the way 
to my tree stands. I just 
wish she’d use another 
finger.

Still, I’m a lucky fellow.
Why just last week, 

when the lake had 
barely skimmed over, 
she thoughtfully packed 
my ice fishing gear and 
encouraged me to get out 
there before the crowds. I 
was actually taken aback 
by this random act of 
kindness. You would 
have never guessed that 
we just had a marital 
spat, I tell you.

Anyhow, though I was 
pretty sure that the 
ice wasn’t nearly thick 
enough, she kept up the 
temptation by remind-
ing me that the drilling 
would be easy and that 
I’d have the lake all to 
myself. 

“With such thin ice, 
there’ll be hardly any-
thing separating me 
from the fish, huh?” I 
asked eagerly.

“There never was,” she 
muttered. Again, I was 
thrilled. It’s not often she 
gives me a backhanded 
compliment.

This got me thinking 
that I don’t take her out 
near as often as I should. 
So later, on a whim, as we 
were driving by a lake, 
I turned right down the 
boat launch. Actually, 
since she was driving 
from the back seat and 
so keen on the whole 
idea, I reversed us down 
the ramp, yelling “Sur-
prise!” all the way. You 
should have seen the look 
on her face.

Sad thing is, the ice nev-
er held, but as she waded 
out, at least she knew I 
tried. I guess my efforts 
impressed her too, be-
cause she soon got under 
a blanket and hugged me 

all the way home.
Of course, she wasn’t 

always so kind or ap-
preciative of my place in 
the great outdoors. But I 
think the turning point 
was last year when, out 
of the blue, I presented 
her with a dozen emerald 
shiners and her very own 
bait bucket. 

Of course, I’d heard that 
women like subtlety, so 
just to set the mood, I 
released the fish into a 
special candlelit bath 
that I prepared for her. 
And though I had been 
hinting for weeks that 
soon she’d be swimming 
in emeralds, somehow 
I still managed to catch 
her off guard. As if that 
wasn’t enough, while she 
was screaming, flailing 
and hollering the way 
ladies do in bathtubs, I 
put a few squirrels in the 
frypan for dinner. Please 
understand that I wasn’t 
trying to make the rest 
of you fellows look bad, I 

just thought she deserved 
a little bit of romance, 
especially after she took 
to my defense when one 
of her friends called me a 
no-account hillbilly.

Needless to say, all this 
courtin’ had the desired 
effect. She was speech-
less for the next month 
or two. Dad always said 
no small kindness goes 
unrewarded.

But I digress. The whole 
point of this column was 
to remind people that the 
ice is risky at this time 
of year. My guess is that 
this was what my wife 
was trying to remind 
me of in a roundabout 
way. Since not all of you 
are that lucky, however, 
I’ll remind you that this 
week the OPP is report-
ing that the ice isn’t thick 
enough to hold the weight 
of a small child. 

Of course, like any ca-
gey outdoorsman, I was 
thinking I might have 
found a way around 
this conundrum. You 
see my wife’s been los-
ing weight. In fact, she 
hasn’t eaten much of 
anything since I broiled 
that squirrel.

CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An older, more 
experienced Hag-
ersville Hawks 

team came to Wellesley 
undefeated and left un-
defeated. The Hawks took 
the lead halfway through 
the game, and main-
tained it throughout to 
drop the Applejacks 3-2.

Hagersville potted the 
first goal of the night 
while Tyler Redman 
and Bryan Veitch were 
in the box, 11:07 into the 
second period. Wellesley 
tied it up early in the 
third when Dave Munroe 
scored from Blake Voison 
59 seconds in.

Hagersville again took 
the lead 4:41 into the 
period, this time with 
Conor McCreary in the 
box. The Hawks secured 
the game with 12:51 re-
maining, with the teams 
at even strength.

Veitch scored from 
Munroe to claw one back 
with 8:46 remaining, but 
it wasn’t enough as the 
Hawks held on for the 
win.

“Without those penal-
ties, it’s a 2-1 game for 
us,” said Wellesley as-
sistant coach Mike Seip, 
who took over coaching 
duties with Sean Bea-
ton while Chip Seiling 
attended a Christmas 
party. “Five on five, I 
don’t think they could 
have competed with us 
tonight. We got a lot of 
calls against us that were 

Hawks down Applejacks
Wellesley drops squeaker to best in conference

questionable, I think, but 
you’re going to have that 
in any game.

“I don’t think we have 
a problem being the un-
derdog,” he said of facing 
the undefeated Hawks, 
who sit atop the confer-
ence standings. “We had 
nothing to lose coming 
in here tonight, so guys 
just put all the cards on 
the table and played hard 
for us.”

Hagersville coach Todd 
DeMille expected it could 
have been a wider spread 
if not for some injury 
troubles the team faces.

“You’ve got to have 
depth,” he said. “I think 
we have depth this year. 
Right now we have some 
key injuries, and that 
takes away our goal scor-
ing. So in tight games 
like this, it takes other 
guys to step up and we’re 
getting good efforts from 
everybody.”

The Applejacks, too, 
are facing serious roster 
issues. Five players are 
hurt, and three others 
have left the team.

“We know the guys are 
hurt,” Seip said, “but we 
can’t think about that. If 
we start worrying about 
injuries, it’s just going to 
add more problems. With 
any team, if you’re miss-
ing key players it’s going 
to affect you. I don’t think 
it’s affected us too much. 
When we have a full 
lineup, it will be a differ-
ent team.”

DeMille conceded that 
things can change later 
in the season.

“Regular season doesn’t 
mean anything. Come 
playoff time, it’s a whole 
new season.”

“They’ve got an older 
team,” Seip said of Hag-
ersville. “A lot of the guys 
are used to playing with 
each other and expect to 

play a certain game. We 
saw them last year in the 
conference finals. They 
know what they’re doing 
– they’ve been doing it all 
year.”

For him, the game was 
a test of how the team 
would react to facing the 
league’s top team while 
the assistant coaches 
were at the helm.

“What we wanted to 
focus on was taking 
ownership of the game,” 
he said of the game plan 
while Seiling was away. 
“Guys taking ownership 
for their own actions. 
Taking ownership for 
penalties. Just going out 
there and playing hard 
for each other. I expected 
our guys to respond. They 
came out and they did.”

The Applejacks trav-
elled to Tavistock last 
night, and welcome Port 
Dover tonight (Dec. 13) at 
7:30 p.m.

CASEY LESSARD

NICE ONE Shawn 
H a n n e m a n n 
c o n g r a t u l a t e s 
Bryan Veitch for 
scoring the second 
of two Wellesley 
Applejacks goals 
Friday, Dec. 5. 
The Hagersville 
Hawks had 
already posted 
the winning 
marker, as one of 
the two top teams 
in the league took 
the 3-2 win.

SEE IT ONLINE!
Follow this season’s Sugar Kings online at

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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PUTTING 

10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

LARGE 
SELECTION
INSTRUCTIONAL
COURSES

 FLY-TYING &
  FISHING SUP PLIES

ACCESSORIES

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE
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GIFT CERTIFICATES
BOOKS OF 5 AVAILABLE

(For Protection or Regular washes)

REGULAR
WASH

• High pressure rockerpanel and wheel wash• Undercarriage wash• Hot presoak • Extra HighPressure wash time
• Blowdry

PROTECTION

WASH
• High pressure rocker

panel and wheel wash

• Undercarriage wash

• Rust inhibitor • Hot presoak

• TRIFOAMTM  • Extra High

Pressure wash time

• Clear coat protectant

• Blowdry

PROTECTION

GIFT

CERTIFICATES

MAKE GREAT

STOCKING

STUFFERS!

Elmira’s first automatic

TOUCHFREE
CARWASH
Now open 7 days a week.

DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA • 669-2015

HOURS: MON-FRI 8-9
SAT 8-7 • SUN 9-7

Shop & Save 

Just in time for Christmas!

20-30%
Savings

PLUS
Friday Nights  Open ‘til 8pm

AND PAY NO GST

1369 KING ST., ST. JACOBS      TEL: 664-3008

NOW SHOP ONLINE FROM HOME AT:
www.elmirafarmservice.com

ONTARIO’S BEST SELECTION OF JOHN DEERE TOYS & GIFTWARE

17-PIECE
FARM TOY

PLAYSET
$27.99

BATTERY
OPERATED
TRACTOR
$299.95

WITH THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
OSPRINGE
Rural Route #3
Acton, ON L7J 2L9
519-833-9332
1-800-685-3835

ELMIRA
122 Church St. W.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
519-669-5453
1-800-265-6188

LISTOWEL
Highway 23 North
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6
519-291-5390
1-888-JDPARTS

1369 King Street, (Upper Level),  ST. JACOBS (519) 664-3149

NINE WEST,
ENZO ANGIOLINI,
FRANCE MODE,
HUSH PUPPIES,
FRANCO SARTO

& MORE

SHOES FOR WOMEN

FINE LINGERIE
SLEEP WEAR

ACTIVE APPAREL
SWIM WEAR

WRAP 
IT UP 

FOR HER!

1369 King Street, (Upper Level),  ST. JACOBS  (519) 664-2539

HOME FURNITURE 
RETAIL STORE
1421 King Street North  
ST. JACOBS

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Thur. 8-6; Fri. 8-9
Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5

664-3301

NEW LOW PRICE!

$4995*

after programming credits

* Net price based on purchase of Model 3120 and calculated as follows: SRP of model 3120 is $199.95. If purchased with a 2 year programming commitment of at least $37.99 per month before December 31, 2003, price will be reduced 
by $100 at point of sale with a n additional $50 credit to be applied upon activation to your account before applicable taxes, within 6 to 8 weeks. System(s) must be installed and activated by January 18, 2004. Installation also included 
with a 2 year commitment, otherwise SRP for basic installation is $99.00. New customers only, can not be combined with any other offer. Residents living in condominiums, apartments or other multi-dwelling buildings must provide 
letter of permission from building management or condo board prior to the installation of equipment. Offer not available to commercial customers. Signed contract with valid photo identifi cation and credit card required to purchase 
system and open an account with ExpressVu. Other conditions may apply. See store or visit www.bell.c /satellite for complete details. ExpressVu is a trade mark of Bell Express Vu L.P.

ExpressVu  3120™ 
digital satellite system

• 100% digital picture and sound
• Over 300 video channels

INSTALLATION INCLUDED

OFFER AVAILABLE 
FOR FIRST TIME 
SUBSCRIBERS

ONLY.

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9-6; Sat. 10-4; Closed Sunday

Reality Bytes Inc.
112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira    TEL: 669-5551

computer wholesaler
����������������������

DELL
Pentium III - 933
• 256 mb ram 
• 20 gb hard drive
• CD
• 17” Flat Monitor
• Win 2000
• All Black $499

$109

17” FLAT SCREEN 
MONITORS

LAPTOP
COMPUTERS

$399
STARTING AT

QUALITY 
USED 

COMPUTERS 
AT FAIR 
PRICES!

wrap
on

christmas!a
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CASEY LESSARD
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Elmira Sugar Kings 
fans had to wait for 
an entire period to 

pass, and for Cambridge 
to take a 4-0 lead, before 
they could toss the teddy 
bears they brought for the 
Woolwich Community 
Services Goodwill Ham-
per program onto the 
ice. But the Kings’ first 
and only goal of the night 
was not enough to rescue 
them from a 6-1 walloping 
by the Winterhawks.

All of the night’s scoring 
came on the power play 
– both sides spent a good 
deal of time in the pen-
alty box, but it affected 
the Kings more, with 
both Blake Scherer and 
Erol Kahraman allowing 
three goals each.

Scherer was removed 
from the game after the 
third goal, having faced 
12 shots. Kahraman fared 
better, allowing three on 
23 shots in 47 minutes of 
play. Elmira coach John 
East pointed the blame for 
the scoring away from his 
goalies, instead directing 
it to the rest of his team.

“Laziness is the biggest 
part,” he said. “We were 
outworked. You could say 

Winterhawks ravage Kings
Elmira penalties lead to six Cambridge goals

some of the calls were 
questionable, but we must 
have been doing some-
thing wrong to get those 
calls against us. It was 
not a well-played game by 
us by any stretch.”

The Kings took 26 pen-
alty minutes (plus two 
game penalties) to the 
Winterhawks’ 18. Adam 
McHenry and Ryan Ben-
esch were in the box for 
the first goal of the night, 
6:48 into the first period. 
Andrew Coburn, Tony 
Godron and McHenry 

were released from the 
box after Cambridge 
goals 9:55, 13:03, and 
18:51 into the game.

“We had a game plan 
put in place and it wasn’t 
followed. The game plan 
was to outwork them, 
get the puck in deep, stay 
disciplined. We did none 
of that,” East said. How 
will the team overcome 
that?  “You work on the 
penalty kill in practice 
tomorrow. You go back to 
basics.”

East said it was difficult 

to get a flow while killing 
penalties throughout the 
first period. 

“You can’t get your lines 
going, you’re always kill-
ing penalties,” he said. 
“The next thing you 
know, the puck’s in the 
net. It was just not a good 
game by us.”

“We had our opportu-
nity in the first period, 
and they had their op-
portunity in the second,” 
Cambridge’s new coach 
Greg Bignell said, not-
ing that Elmira was one 
for five on the power play 

in the second period. “I 
thought our penalty kill-
ing did an exceptional 
job. We’re still working 
on different systems and 
trying to implement dif-
ferent ideas.”

The penalty killers 
were quite effective, and 
defensively the team was 
strong allowing only 
21 shots against Matt 
Jakubaitis, who allowed 
the lone marker as one 
of 10 shots in the second 
period.

Jeremy Machin, who 
leads the league in as-
sists, scored the Kings’ 
only goal 1:46 into the 
second period. Benesch 
– his constant on-ice com-
panion – and McHenry 
assisted.

The loss had moved 
the Kings into a tie with 
Cambridge for 4th in Mid-
Western Junior B play. 
Wednesday’s tie with Wa-
terloo put Elmira in sole 
possession of 4th, with a 
game in hand.

Kings settle for tie
feast, in which they plant-
ed two more behind Lizun 
and sent the visitors to the 
locker room facing a 5-1 
scoreboard.

Just more than a minute 
after Benesch’s goal, Ben 
Ruthig followed Machin in 
on the net and caught his 
bounce off Lizun’s pads 
and found a hole between 
the netminder’s legs.

With 7:02 on the clock, 
captain Ken Dunn landed 
his team’s final goal of the 
night. The forward left the 
Siskins’ defence scratch-
ing their heads in wonder 
as he skated through them 
and stole another high 
goal from Lizun.

Assisting Dunn were 
Chad Swartzentruber 

Continued from page 12 and Kahraman. Adam 
McHenry also marked an 
assist on Ruthig’s goal.

From there, it was all 
downhill for the Kings.

Right from the drop of 
the puck, Waterloo came 
on strong and restricted 
much of the action to 
Elmira’s end. The ham-
mer started to drop at 
11:43, when the Siskins 
began to even out the 
scoreboard.

The extra five minutes 
saw both teams take ad-
vantage of any and every 
opportunity they saw, 
but it was to no avail. 
Both Blake Scherer, who 
finished out the game in 
the Elmira net, and Lizun 
shut down everything that 
came their way.

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH MINOR 
HOCKEY
NOVICE 
DEC. 6
Woolwich 3 Burlington 2
Goals: Mackenzie Martin, Matthew 
Townsend, Matthew Schieck
Assists: Jacob Moggy (2), 
Mackenzie Martin, Eric VanGerwen
DEC. 7
Woolwich 1 Acton 4
Goals: Matthew Schieck
Assists: Eric VanGerwen, Evan 
Buehler

JUVENILE
NOV. 28
Woolwich 2 Burford 4
Goals: Danny Martin, Steve 
Richtaritsch
Assists: Danny Martin, Michael 
Partridge, Chris Gingrich
NOV. 29
Woolwich 1 Embro 4
Goals: Ryan Dowler
Assists: Scott Detweiler, Alex 
Uebele
DEC. 1
Woolwich 5 Burford 3
Goals: Jon Webb, Chris Jones, Scott 
Detweiler
Assists: Ryan Downer, Jon Webb
DEC. 5
Woolwich 1 Woodstock 4
Goals: Steve Richtavitsch
Assists: Danny Martin, Ryan 
Dowler

PEEWEE AE
DEC. 5
Woolwich 4 Belle River 2
Goals: Kurtis Van Werkhoven (2), 
Jonathon Weber, Brent Kron
Assists: Alex Zizzo, Tyler 
Schwartzentruber, Brent Kron
DEC. 6 
Woolwich 2 Collingwood 0
Goals: Kurtis Van Werkhoven, 
Parker Baldwin
Assists: Brandon Brubacher, Josh 
Wade, Brent Kron, Devin Church
Woolwich 0 Fergus 0
DEC. 7
Woolwich 1 Fergus 3
Goals: Josh Wade
Assists: Jonathon Weber

PEEWEE MINOR
DEC. 7
Woolwich 2 Burlington 2

Goals: Graham Stan, Jordon Mills
Assists: Jacob McIntosh, Kyle 
Uttley, Zack Barriage, Matt Dumart

PEEWEE MAJOR
DEC. 5
Woolwich 4 Collingwood 2
Goals: Luke Shantz (2), Ryan Elvy, 
Mark Fackoury
Assists: Caleb Redekop, Nicholas 
Timmerman, Alex Gribbons, Ben 
Ahier, Brent Goetz, Steve Clement
DEC. 6
Woolwich 2 Goulbourn 3
Goals: Ben Ahier, Steve Clement
Assists: Ryan Elvy, Alex Dunn, 
Nathen VanGerwen, Luke Shantz
DEC. 7
Woolwich 0 Tillsonburg 3

BANTAM MINOR
DEC. 6
Woolwich 2 Brampton 3
Goals: Dan Huber, Matt Horst
Assists: Matt Horst
DEC. 7
Woolwich 7 Owen Sound 1
Goals: Matt Horst (2), Ryan Mann 
(2), Jarred Parent (2)
Assists: Matt Horst (3), Ryan Mann 
(3), Dan Huber (2), Damien Parent 
(2), Travis Angle, Cody Bates, Ben 
Martin, Jarred Parent 
DEC. 9
Woolwich 3 Brampton 5
Goals: Ryan Mann, Dan Huber, 
Damien Parent
Assists: Dan Huber, Brian Kron, 
Ryan Mann, Jarred Parent, Sean 
Jaworski

BANTAM MAJOR
DEC. 5
Woolwich 3 Hespeler 1
Goals: Jeff Dumart, Michael Dunn, 
Matt Horst
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre, 
Brent Oliver, Ryan Phisterer
DEC. 6
Woolwich 2 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Brandon Rilling, Craig 
Dumart
Assists: Greg Shantz, Brent Oliver, 
Kevin Young, Shance McTavish
DEC. 8
Woolwich 3 Acton 1
Goals: Brandon Rilling (2), Matt 
Horst
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre, 
Brent Oliver, Kevin Young, 

Brendan Cosgrove

MIDGET AA
DEC. 3
Woolwich 3 Caledon 3
Goals: Matt Snyder, Brock Zinken, 
Tyler Brenner
Assists: Peter Schmidt (2), Dan 
Rhame, Steve Johnson, Brock 
Zinken, Scott Shantz
DEC. 6
Woolwich 4 Milton 3
Goals: Justin Clark, Patrick Shantz, 
Shawn Dunn, Brett VanGerwen
Assists: Nick Betts (2), Peter 
Schmidt, Justin Clark, Mike Floto, 
Shawn Dunn, Jeremy Weber, Bret 
VanGerwen
DEC. 8
Woolwich 5 Stoney Creek 0
Goals: Jared Redekoph, Steve 
Johnson, Justin Clark, Tyler Brenner, 
Scott Shantz
Assists: Brock Zinken (2), Jared 
Redekoph, Adam Thoman, Steve 
Johnson, Justin Clark, Patrick Shantz, 
Tyler Brenner, Brett VanGerwen

MIDGET LL
DEC. 6
Woolwich 3 St. George 3
Goals: Mike Kelly, David Darosa, 
Shane Basra
Assists: Luke Tyner, Mike Kelly, 
Bryan Freeborn, Shawn Basra

WOOLWICH MINOR 
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
DEC. 6
Woolwich 6 Cambridge 0
Goals: Carly Horst (3), Meghan 
Hovey (3)
Assists: Sarah Church (4), 
Meghan Hovey (3), Carly Horst, 
Shoena Hinsperger, Melanie 
Schwartzentruber

TWIN CENTRE MINOR 
GIRLS HOCKEY
NOVICE
DEC. 7
Twin Centre 6 Waterloo One 3
Goals: Katie Misener (4), Natasha 
Runstedler, Ashley Beacom
Assists: Lisa Runstedler (2), Sarah 
Bader, Samantha Haid

ATOM
DEC. 6

Twin Centre White 5 Cambridge 0
Goals: Stephanie Straus (3), Taylor 
Caldwell, Megan Bott
DEC. 7
Twin Centre Red 3 Cambridge 
Black 1
Goals: Amber Shewfelt (2), Alicia 
Koebel
Assists: Clara Borton-Clark, Alicia 
Koebel, Jessica Finney

PEEWEE LL
DEC. 5
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener 2
Goals: Robin Taves, Jenna Voisin
DEC. 6
Twin Centre 3 Kitchener 2
Goals: Stephanie Sebben (2), 
Stephanie Kipfer
Assists: Hannah Boehm, Emily 
Detzler, Kimberley Finn

BANTAM
NOV. 25
Twin Centre 6 Stratford 2
Goals: Emma Greer (3), Sarah 
Runstedler (2), Kirstie Tavies
Assists: Alana Groen, Tricia 
Schwartzentruber, Holly 
Steinman
DEC. 1
Twin Centre 4 Kitchener 0
Goals: Kirstie Taves (2), Alana 
Groen, Holly Steinman
Assists: Sarah Runstedler, Alana 
Groen, Sharlyn Denstedt, Tricia 
Schwartzentruber

MIDGET
Twin Centre 2 Kitchener 0
Goals: Meggy McTavish, Beth 
Brubacher
Assists: Jill McTavish, Rachel 
Jantzi, Katelyn Uberig

WOOLWICH MINOR 
RINGETTE
TWEEN
DEC. 6
Woolwich 7 Guelph 5
Goals: Steph Thomas (3), Cassy 
Ruppel (2), Barb Huegle, Jenna 
Petker
Assists: Jenna Petker (3), Rachell 
Ament (3), Steph Thomas, Amber 
Truax
DEC. 7
Woolwich 1 Kitchener 4
Goals: Rachelle Ament
Assists: Steph Thomas

WATCH OUT, HERE I COME Elmira’s Jeremy Machin battles for the puck just moments before scoring the Sugar 
Kings’ only goal of the night Dec. 7; the Cambridge Winterhawks downed the Kings 6-1. After the goal, Caelen 
Rank, 11, of Elmira [above right] helped collect donated teddy bears for the WCS Goodwill Hamper program.



THEARTS
DECEMBER 13, 2003 • THE ARTS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  17

Deadline extended for arts awards Getting back to Christmas basics in Breslau A little something for the kiddies

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Her current stint as 
one of Santa’s little 
helpers in the Wa-

terloo Stage Theatre’s 
production of Dear Santa 
has filled a Conestogo girl 
with Christmas spirit … 
and the acting bug.

In making her acting 
debut, 11-year-old Amy 
Ireland has been helped 
along by acting veterans, 
and family friends, Connor 
Rea, 15, and Tristan Rea, 7, 
of Bamberg. Amy’s mother 
Gill Ireland also takes to 
the stage in this Norm 
Foster play.

Rounding out the fa-
miliar, the Rea brothers’ 
mom, Traudie Kauntz, is 
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This Christmas, 
it’s more than the 
weather that’s 
causing a chill 

as KCF Musical Produc-
tions presents its annual 
yuletide show: Cold Feet 
reveals the laughter and 
tears of staging a wed-
ding right smack in the 
middle of the holiday 
season.

Penned in-house by 
Brenda Scott, a teacher at 
Koinonia Christian Fel-
lowship, Cold Feet takes 
us back to the 1950s for a 
look at the timeless Mars-
vs-Venus interpretation 
of relationships and mar-
riage.

The musical runs Dec. 
12-14 at KCF’s Blooming-
dale location – the Friday 
night café presentation 
sold out quickly, but the 
remaining three shows 
are offered free of charge.

“I thought ‘what could 
we do that would have 
males and females talking 

A warm tale of Cold Feet
KCF production looks at male-female divide brought on by a Christmas wedding

about the different aspects 
of their lives?’” Scott said 
of the inspiration for Cold 
Feet. “That became the 
idea of a young couple 
on their wedding day – a 
Christmas wedding – and 
the jitters that they were 
experiencing that day. 
Along with that came 
advice – male advice, 
female advice, good and 
bad – that causes their 
emotions to take a bit of a 
roller coaster that day.”

The story revolves 
around the bride and 
groom, Winterlee and 
William, both as a young 
couple (Charissa Fleming 
and Joshua Snethlage) and 
as they are some 40 years 
later (Jayne Ferriss and 
Al Davies). In flashbacks, 
we see the days leading up 
to the nuptials as the men 
gather at Silvano’s (Jamie 
Kubassek) barbershop 
and the women land at 
Ruthie’s (Janet Nafziger) 
beauty salon.

Drawing both laughs 
and tears, the story cov-
ers ground everyone can 

relate to, said Scott.
As is the case with 

Koinonia’s annual 

Locals among Santa’s little helpers
Conestogo’s Irelands and Bamberg’s Raes tread the boards in Dear Santa

busy backstage looking 
after props and wardrobe 
– the eye-catching finery 
of Ted Follows’ Santa 
comes courtesy of her 
design.

“It’s been really excit-
ing,” said Amy of her 
first stage experience. 
“For the first two shows, 
I was really nervous, but 
now I’m used to it.”

Dear Santa opened Nov. 
20 and runs until Dec. 20.

As with Connor, she 
plays an elf, complete 
with those ears and a 
candy-cane bedecked hat. 
Much frolicking ensues.

The production, all 
noted, has definitely 
enhanced the Christmas 
spirit.

“It feels like Christmas 

started three weeks ago,” 
said Connor. “I don’t 
think there’s such a thing 
as too much Christmas.”

For Tristan, it’s an up-
close-and-personal look 
at the jolliest of elves, 
although he “knows that 
Santa really lives at the 
North Pole.” He makes a 
special Christmas wish as 
Michael Bishop, the son of 
Gill Ireland’s Mrs. Bishop.

As a Norm Foster play, 
Dear Santa of course 
offers the playwright’s 
unusual spin on things.

The play takes audi-
ences to the timeless 
world of the North Pole, 
where things quickly 
get complicated: a sleigh 
salesman, Lou Flapdoo-
dle, from Detroit arrives 

to sell Santa a new mod-
el; Santa learns he has a 
very special Christmas 
wish to fulfill, but it 
won’t be easy; and there 
are plenty of distractions 
at the workshop this year 
as Santa’s housekeeper 
has romantic designs 
on Santa’s chief-of-staff. 
Chaos reigns and the 
elves overcome their own 
obstacles.

Dear Santa runs 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturdays (at 8 p.m., with 
a Saturday matinee at 
2) at the Waterloo Stage 
Theatre. Tickets are $24-
$28 ($20 for kids under 
16), available by calling 
888-0000 or online at 
www.waterloostagetheat
re.com.

Christmas production, 
Cold Feet is not the tra-
ditional church-type 

offering. Rather, it’s the 
spirit of Christmas KCF 
wants to capture and 
share in its musicals.

“There’s a message 
that we’re trying to put 
forward in terms of what 
the traditional Christ-
mas story represents: 
the hope, the love, peace 
– those kinds of words 
are certainly themes 
that are going to come 
through, but we’re pre-
senting them in a story 
that’s more contempo-
rary in its setting,” said 
producer Steve Warner.

With a wedding as 
its basis, Cold Feet is a 
vehicle for delivering a 
message of love, added 
Karen Steenbergen.

“I really think that 
the message is one that 
anybody could grab and 
somehow apply to their 
life. It’s something that 
anybody can be chal-
lenged by and learn 
from – learn some good 
principles and values,” 
she said.

Steenbergen, who’s 

looking after the musical 
component – added that 
the music in the play is 
an integral part of the 
storyline.

“If you took the music 
out, you’d be missing a 
lot of the story. The mu-
sic very much progresses 
the story – it doesn’t just 
reinforce it, it actually 
pushes it along.”

A 36-voice choir and 
five-piece band provide 
about half the music in 
the show, with the other 
half coming from record-
ed music, much of it from 
the 1940s and ‘50s. 

While not featuring a 
great deal of Christmas 
music, the soundtrack 
contains plenty of music 
that people will recog-
nize.

Cold Feet runs for three 
free shows, Dec. 13 (7:30 
p.m.) and Dec. 14 (3:30 
and 7:30 p.m.). Call 744-
7447 or visit www.kcf.org 
for information. Koi-
nonia is located at 850 
Sawmill Rd. in Bloom-
ingdale.

STEVE KANNON

STEVE KANNON

JUST A TRIM Producer Steve Warner and administrator Karen 
Steenbergen take five on the set of the KCF musical Cold Feet.

Know a deserving artist? The deadline has been extended for nomina-
tions for the 16th annual Kitchener-Waterloo Arts Awards. Nominations 
will be accepted until Jan. 5, with winners announced at the KW Arts 
Awards Ceremony on Mar. 27. Call 747-8537.

“Soccer” mixes with Christmas this weekend as the Breslau Evangelical 
Missionary Church presents its musical The Christmas S.O.C.C.E.R. Team. 
The Society Of Christmas Carollers, Emergency Rescue Team focuses on tra-
ditional Christmas carols and stories. Dec. 13, 14 at 7 p.m.; call 648-2712.

The next show in The Church Theatre’s Pint Size Theatre series goes 
today (Dec. 13). Faustwork - The Masked Messenger explores the use of 
masks throughout history using a mix of monologue and physical com-
edy. Call 664-1134 for details.

CHRISTMAS CHEER Mother and daughter team Gill and Amy 
Ireland of Conestogo join Bamberg brothers Tristan (seated, left) and 
Connor Rae in the Waterloo Stage production of Dear Santa.
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CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
NEW! — UNDER $50 ITEMS ARE FREE

(519) 669-5790 EXT 106

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

FOR SALE ITEMS ONLY: 
15 word maximum, include 
the price, 1 ad per week. 
Private individuals only.
*Publisher reserves right of refusal 
on all advertising.

EMAIL:  free@woolwichobserver.com
FAX:  (519) 669-5753
MAIL:  20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

AND LEAVE A MESSAGE • ORDER 24/7

WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

PUTTING THE WRAP ON CHRISTMAS. ARE YOU STILL 
DOING YOUR SHOPPING? SEE WHERE THE DEALS ARE!

SEE OUR
HOLIDAY
SPREAD

PAGES 14-15

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEW: Weekend campfire, Brand New U-Cut Field across 
the road, larger selection of greenery for outside decorating.

BENJAMIN TREE FARM
AND GIFT SHOP

BENJAMIN TREE FARM AND GIFT SHOP
4 km from Weber St. N., on Benjamin Rd., WATERLOO

OPEN DAILY 9-8       519 699-5000

CHRISTMASTREES

LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS TREE?
CHECK OUT THE DEALS AT THESE

LOCAL VENDORS, AND BRING HOME
A FRESH REAL TREE THIS YEAR!

Hydro Agri Canada specializes in packaging 
fertilizer products for agricultural and horticultural customers.

Due to the seasonal nature of our business, we require production 
workers from January to Mid May, 2004.
You will be required to handle packages up to 25 kilograms (55 lbs) 
on a continuous basis.
Hours are from 8am to 4:30pm daily (may change to 7am-5pm). Pay 
rate $10.00/hr plus a seasonal bonus.

Please send resume to: Hydro Agri Canada
23 Union Street
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6 P.O. Box 160
Attention: Plant Manager
or Fax: (519) 669-4432

PRODUCTION WORKERS
Full Time - Temporary

ADVANCED DESIGN SOLUTIONS INC.
We are a leading designer and builder of shipping racks and containers. We are a small dynamic 
company experiencing rapid growth that does production style welding. We are opening a new facility 
in the Heidelberg area. If you are an individual that thrives on a vibrant work environment, and would 
like to get in at the beginning, we have openings in the following areas:

SENIOR PRODUCTION WELDER: Currently we are recruiting for senior welders. 
This position involves welding racks and large boxes together, and minor quality inspection such as 
ensuring they are square and inspecting the welding of incoming components. The position may also 
have some assembly work, preparing material, and possibly shipping. Candidates should have 5 years 
experience in welding.

JUNIOR PRODUCTION WELDER: Currently we are recruiting for junior welders. 
This position involves welding components of racks and large boxes together. The position may also-
have some assembly work, preparing of material, and possibly shipping. Candidates should have 1 
year experience in welding.

GENERAL LABOURER: Currently we are recruiting for general labourers. This position 
will involve assembly work, preparing of material, and shipping. People in this position would be 
taught to weld in time.

PAINTER: We also require a painter. The position may also have some assembly work, preparing 
of material, and possibly shipping. Welding is also a possibility.

If you are a hard working team player and enjoy a challenge please submit your résumé to:

ADVANCED DESIGN SOLUTIONS INC.
Attn: Mr. Brian Frey

543 Old Abbey Court, Suite B, Waterloo, ON - N2K 3V3
Phone: (519) 886-2333 • Fax: (519) 880-0831

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

ADVANCE
21 Howard Ave. Unit 3 Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2C9

TEL: (519) 669-4200  FAX: (519) 669-4659 
EMAIL: adv.mill@rogers.com

Advance Millwrights Inc. is an established millwrighting company in 
Elmira involved in the feed mill, fertilizer and bulk food industries. Due 
to increased sales, we require people in the following trades.

  MILLWRIGHTS
  FITTER/WELDERS

We offer a competitive benefit package in a growing company.
Please submit resumes in confidence to: 
  adv.mill@rogers.com
  or fax: (519) 669-4659

MILLWRIGHTS INC.

INSTALLATION/SERVICE
ELECTRICIAN

Small firm looking for Service Team member 
to work directly with customers to meet 
installation and service needs on computerized 
equipment.
Must be comfortable with day travel and be 
able to manage time responsibly.
Position offers competitive wages, full benefits 
and long term security for the successful 
applicant.

REPLY TO:    Woolwich Observer - Box 400
      20-B Arthur St. N.
      Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

BAG TRUCK HELPER
A local feed mill requires a self-motivated 
individual to assist in the delivery of feed 
bags. This individual must be physically fit 
and able to lift up to 40 kgs. A DZ license 
would be an asset. Competitive wage and 
benefit packages are provided.

Attention: Human Resources
W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
1805 Sawmill Rd.
Conestogo, ON
N0B 1N0
Fax: (519) 664-1636

Please forward resumes by Wed., Dec. 17, 03 to:

WS W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
1-800-268-4931 & 519-664-2237  Conestogo

HELP WANTED

Attention: Work from 
home on line. $500 - $1500 
per month PT, $3000 or 
more FT. 1-888-957-7384 or 
www.noworkjustpay.com
Part-time Bookkeeper 
needed for 2 part days per 
week. Must have computer 
experience. Experience 
with Quick Books would be 
an asset. Please apply with 
resume to: Stemmler Meats 
& Cheese, 3015 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg, ON.
Single Mom needs ride 
daily to Waterloo Campus 
of Conestoga College start-
ing in January. 669-0601, 
Corrie.
Find the help you need in 
Observer Classifieds. Call 
669-5790 to place an ad.

HELP WANTED

Youth Employment - 
Between 16 & 24? Out 
of school & work? Meet 
with an Employment Ad-
visor! Free services at 
Woolwich Community 
Services. Call 669-3150 
www.elmirajobs.com

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Looking For a loving 
mom to care for your pre-
cious child in Wellesley? 
I have nutritious lunches 
and snacks, lots of fun with 
plenty of TLC. Smoke free. 
Call Cheryl at (519)656-
2676.

FOR SALE

Muscovy Ducks - savour 
the f lavour. Range fed, 
drug free, dressed or alive. 
A great Sunday dinner or 
Christmas idea. Jeremy, 
669-8378.
Oil /Wood Furnace for 
sale. Olsen DuoMatic - oil/
wood combination furnace. 
Rated 114,000 BTU, forced 
air. Fire box and burner in 
excellent condition. Ap-
proximately 20 years old. 
$600 o.b.o. Call Tim or 
Lee (519)856-0620.
Treadmill - Hardly used. 2 
HP, 10 miles per hour. $450 
firm. (519)648-3386.
Uncle Arthur’s The Bible 
Story, complete ten-vol-
ume set, excellent condi-
tion. Call 669-1456.

UNDER $50

2 Piece Osh Gosh snow-
suit. Size 3X. In new condi-
tion. $45. 884-4079.
Baby Change Table. 
Excellent. $30. (519)648-
3386.

UNDER $50

Baby Stroller, Costco, 
navy blue. Excellent condi-
tion, $50. 669-0160.
Desk - 5 Drawer, walnut, 
30x60x29. $50. Good con-
dition. 519-656-1014.
Free Budgie with cage 
and accessories to a good 
home. 669-8076.

UNDER $50

Table - Kitchen oval with 
3 leaves, arborite top, 
chrome legs, $50 o.b.o. Call 
669-8217 after 5 p.m.
Get your Under $50 item 
for sale listed in the Classi-
fieds of Woolwich & Welles-
ley’s #1 source for news 
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

PETS

Free - 7 yr old female Taby, 
spayed and declawed (six 
toes on each foot). Affec-
tionate, playful. Comes 
with bowl, lit terbox and 
food. 669-0472.

AUTOMOTIVE

‘92 Subaru Legacy. Good 
drive train, stainless exhaust. 
No rust. Damage to right front. 
$500. 519-648-3386.
1997 Cavalier - One own-
er, low kms, auto, cd stereo, 
certified. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 RAM 1500 ST - 
One owner, low kms, V8, 
tilt & cruise, HD cooling, 
new tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1998 Toyota Camry XLE, 
V6, all options, mint condi-
tion. Voisin Chrysler, 669-
2831.
1999 Concorde LX, 1 
owner, 6 passenger, low, 
low kms. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
2000 GMC Sierra 2500, 
4 wheel drive, auto, air, 
1 owner, low kms. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
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LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

M A G I W H O S H O W K E G
O P E N E A R P H O N E A B O
N O N S U B S C R I B E R Y O D
S L I T S H Y M N E L A N D
T O T E A S E M O B O K I E
E G A D W A S T E B A S K E T S
R A L E E N T E R S P I R E S
A L I A S I R A O I L

C R Y S T A L P A L A C E
L E Y E L K T A P P A

S C R I P T P A U L O S I R S
W E I G H T L I F T E R A C E S
I N D O O A T O Y E R U T E
S T A R T T H E N A U R A S
S I B I N V I S I B L E N E S S
E L L C E I N T U R E D A T E
S E E S W A G M A D O N E S

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

According to Hoyle ... or was it Murphy?
My parents were 

both good at giv-
ing advice on a 

variety of  subjects. One 
might think they were re-
lated to Mr. Hoyle or Mrs. 
Murphy. Read on and dis-
cover the sage comments 
they made over the years.

Two wrongs are only the 
beginning ... at least that’s 
what my parents said.

If  at first you don’t suc-
ceed ... destroy all the 
evidence that you tried, or 
suck a little harder.

To be successful in poli-
tics ... it is often necessary 
to rise above your prin-
ciples, if  you’ve got any. 

Success always occurs 
in private ... but failure in 
full view.

One child is not enough 
... but two children are far 

too many.
The hardness of  the 

butter is in direct propor-
tion to the softness of  the 
bread.

When there are sufficient 
funds in the chequing ac-
count, cheques take two 
weeks to clear; but should 
there be insufficient funds, 
cheques clear overnight.

The book you bought 
today for $20.95 will come 
out in paperback tomor-
row.

You never really learn 
to swear until you have 
driven a car in Boston 
during rush hour. 

The colder the X-ray table 
... the more of  your body is 
required to be on it.

Love letters, business 
contracts and money due 
always arrive three weeks 

late ... but junk mail ar-
rives the day it was sent.

When you drop your 
change at a vending ma-
chine, the pennies land at 
your feet ... but all other 
coins roll out of  sight.

The severity of  an itch ... 
is inversely proportional 
to your reach.

Experience is something 
you won’t get ... until just 
after you need it.

Work is accomplished by 
those employees who have 
not reached their level of  
incompetence. 

As soon as the airline 
flight attendant serves 

you coffee ... the plane en-
counters turbulence. 

For every action ... there 
is an equal and opposite 
criticism.

A conclusion is the place 
where you got tired of  
thinking.

The least experienced 
fisherman always catches 
the biggest fish.

An economist is an 
expert who will know to-
morrow why the things he 
predicted yesterday didn’t 
happen today.

A statistician is someone 
who is good with numbers 
... but lacks the personal-

ity to be an accountant 
A diplomat is someone 

who can tell you to go to hell 
in such a way that you will 
look forward to the trip. 

A lawyer is a person who 
writes a 10,000-word docu-
ment and calls it a “brief.”

A computer programmer 
is someone who solves 
problems you didn’t know 
you had in such a way that 
you can’t understand.

A school teacher is a 
disillusioned woman who 
used to think she liked 
children.

Once married, a man’s 
door-opening gene goes 
dormant.

The day you leave your 
driver’s license at home 
is the day a police offi-
cer pulls you over for a 
burned-out taillight.

The length of  the red 
light you are stopped at 
is directly proportional 
to how quickly you need 
to get to where you are 
going.

Your car will stop mak-
ing that “strange noise” 
once it’s within earshot 
of  a mechanic. The 
volume of  that noise is 
directly proportional to 
the cost of  the repairs.

The length of  the line 
at a public restroom is 
directly proportional to 
how badly you have to 
go.

From my side of  the 
dam comes one last ex-
pression which I had the 
privilege of  proving over 
and over – a clean tie al-
ways attracts the soup of  
the day.

©2003 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.
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ACROSS 
1. Mushroom genus: 
large caps with many 
gills
8. Swiss auto manufac-
turer bought by Ford
13. Abbrev. for 'over the 
top'
16. Being of  crucial im-
portance
17. A fencing sword
18. One of  3 cantons of  
Switzerland
19. Weather produced 
from strong rising air 
currents (2wrds)
21. Equivalent to 2000 
pounds (US)
22. Various small bit-
ing flies
23. Unusual person
25. In a typographic way
30. A brief  indulgence of  
you impulses
32. Electrically charged 
particle
33. Scottish to leap or 
jump
34. Servent employed to 
perform domestic duties
39. The hold that an an-
chor rope passes through
40. A type of  brew
41. Internation Record-
ing Media Assoc. (accro)
42. Crystalline rock that 
is cut and polished for 
jewelry
43. An early term for an 
automobile
51. Browning of  the skin
52. Inhibition resulting 
from social custom
53. Blue's Clue: kids look 
for this kind of  print

54. Sitting on one's heels
57. To make unstable
61. Your mom's sister
62. Worse than a swamp
63. To demolish a build-
ing completely
64. The usual literal mea-
ing of  a word is not used 
(3wrds)
70. Someone's bum (plr)
71. What artists' call 
their paints
72. Fish eggs
73. In an attributive 
manner (adv)
81. A hotel providing 
overnight lodging
82. Detached twig con-
taining buds from a 
woody plant used in 
grafting
83. Actress last name 
Griffith
84. A tennis term
85. Dogs will beg for it
86. Formal declaration 
of  objection
DOWN 
1. Non-human primate
2. Jazz composer, Canadi-
an ___Evans
3. ____ Maria, Christ-
mas song
4. Mythical bird of  prey, 
enormous
5. Former US telecom-
munications company
6. Stompin' Tom's Mar-
go has it
7. Liquor, water with 
sugar and lemon or lime 
juice
8. Brightest asteroid but 
fourth to be discovered
9. Select as an alterna-

tive, choose instead
10. Zodiacal constella-
tion between Cancer and 
Virgo
11. Any variou small an-
imal or insect that are 
pests
12. Containing osmium 
in a high valence state
13. Natural flow of  
ground water
14. Greek myth: Young-
est son of  King Priam 
and Queen Hecuba, slain 
at Troy
15. Another name for 
Ferrotype
20. Automobile
24. Highly seasoned type 
of  sausage
25. Consistent with fact 
or reality
26. In the affirmative
27. Informal term for uri-
nation
28. Desert with pastry
29. Abbrv. for horizon
30. Monarch of  Iran title
31. Field hockey on 
horseback
35. Where to fire por-
celain
36. Earlier in time than
37. Dashes that are lon-
ger than regular dashes
38. Time that has elapsed 
(plr)
39. Refers to things per-
sonified as feminine
42. Informal word for 
food
44. A relative position or 
standing
45. You do this at least 
three times a day

46. A whip with nine 
knotted cords
47. Loose sleeveless out-
er garment worn by Ar-
abs
48. Slavishly imitative
49. Long fixed look
50. Open vessel with han-
dle and spout for pouring
54. Overland journeys by 
hunters
55. Aromatic yellow 
compound used in mak-
ing dyes
56. Remedy in form of  a 
balm or salve
57. Early Windows oper-
ating system
58. Your consciousness 
of  your own identity
59. A strong emotion or 
wrath
60. Resinlike substance 
used in sealing wax
62. Becoming active
65. A response to some-
thing
66. To force onto another
67. A person's brother 
or sister
68. Sound of  a sudden 
heavy fall
69. Ethyl acetate is con-
sidered this
74. Digit on a foot
75. Registered Nursing 
Association (accro)
76. International Labour 
Organization
77. A large tub
78. Between northeast 
and east
79. Chinese distance 
(plural)
80. Even so (syn)

WORDUP CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOOLWICH OBSERVER

Sat.       Dec 13th      10:00am

AUCTION
Monthly    PUBLIC    Vehicle

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST., North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Dec 12, 2003, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500.00 Cash Deposit Required on Each Vehicle,
Balance in 48 Hours by Cash, Interac or Bank Draft or as announced.

List subject to additions and deletions.

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!! 

Professionals in the orderly liquidation and appraisals of
COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. N., BRESLAU, Ontario  N0B 1M0

• 2001 Ford TAURUS GL • 4 - 2000 CROWN VICTORIA’s 
• 2000 Chrysler NEON LX 4dr

• 12 - 97/99 CROWN VICTORIA’s
• 2001 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Pickup 

• 99 Dodge CARAVAN Wagon
• 99 Chev MALIBU 4dr • 97 Ford E150 Cargo Van

 • 97 EXPEDITION XLT 4X4 • 97 Ford E350 Diesel Ambulance
• 97 Ford F350 Alum Dump Sander & Plow

• 95 Chev 2500 Cheyenne Pickup • 95 Ford TAURUS GL Wagon
• 95 Ford WINDSTAR GL Wagon • 95 Plymouth NEON 4dr

• 3 - 93/94 Ford AEROSTAR Vans & Wagons
• 96 Pontiac SUNBIRD 2dr • 3 - 91/92 Chev CAVALIER’s 

• 88 Chev 1500 SUBURBAN Ambulance
• 56 Dodge REGENT 4dr (Restored) 

• 88 Ford E350 Police Command Center Motorhome
• 89 GMC 7000 Diesel 22’ Stake c/w Power Tailgate

80 + Police, Repo, Lease, Bankruptcy, Fleets & Others

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Neon LE - Low kms., 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 Caravan Sport - 6 
cyl., auto, air, quad seat-
ing, low kms. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
2001 Grand Caravan 
Sport, 1 owner, quads, rear 
heat and A/C, power seat 
and more. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

2003 Grand Caravan 
Spor t . Low kms., rear 
air, rear heat and quad 
seating. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
Find the ride of your life, 
every week in Observer 
Classifieds. Check us out 
in print and online.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.
Available February 1st, 
2004. 3 bedroom apart-
ment in quiet neighbour-
hood. Rent plus utilities. 
Required references 
first and last month. Call 
(519)502-6875, 669-2566.
Elmira - Large 1 bedroom, 
$485.00 plus. Jan. 1. 669-
5431.
Elmira - Two Bedroom 
apartment behind Shop-
pers Drug Mar t. $675/ 
month plus utilities. 744-
3603.
Find a new place to hang 
your hat in Observer Clas-
sifieds Rentals section.
For Rent - Spacious 1 
bedroom apartment, sep-
arate entrance, walk-out 
deck, appliances included, 
no smoking, no pets. $500 
per month plus utilities. Call 
669-8906, evenings.

RENTALS

Moorefield - One bed-
room apar tment, fur-
nished, laundry facilities, 
parking, deck, electr ic 
heat, cable TV. No pets, 
adult building. References. 
$625 inclusive. First and 
last. (519)638-3013.
One Bedroom Apartment 
in downtown Elmira. Avail-
able immediately. $450 
per month plus utilities. 
Call 669-8991.

REAL ESTATE

99 Acre Farm. 75 work-
able on paved road. Palm-
erston area. Good barn 
and sheds. Very good 3 
bedroom house. Call 519-
343-5173.
Elmira - 3 Bedroom semi, 
finished basement, 2 com-
plete, new bathrooms. New 
deck and fencing. For sale 
by owner. $147,900. For ap-
pointment call 669-3652.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Bob’s Guitar Instruction 
Studio. Learn to play guitar 
for the new year! Electric, 
Acoustic, Classical. For 
available hours and rates 
call 669-5371 or e-mail: 
bluemustang73@msn.com.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% of f. 
Specializing in hand strip-
ping, refinishing, repairing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors,antiques and 
upholstery.  Highest qual-
ity workmanship. Pick-up/
delivery. Free estimates. 
579-1475.

CLASSIFIED ADS

You just proved classi-
fied advertising works. Call 
669-5790 to place YOUR 
Observer Classif ied ad 
TODAY!
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING

AUTOMOTIVE

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES EXCAVATION SERVICES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

SELF STORAGE

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610
DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

  NEW TO THE OBSERVER — FOR SALE ITEMS UNDER $50 ARE NOW FREE CALL  669-5790  EXT 106                          Deadline for FREE CLASSIFIED ADS:   Wednesdays by 5pm

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

CONSTRUCTION

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

We know our stuff! TM

48 Arthur Street South, Elmira • 669-2706
Visit us at: www.sourceforsports.com

SPORTS SUPPLIES

GET A

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION
Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

WITH
ANY REGULAR 

PRICED OIL, LUBE
AND FILTER!

TRAVEL CONTEST

AFFORDABLE FLYER DESIGN & PRINTING

FLYERS
QUALITY SPOT-COLOUR COMPUTER-TO-
PRINT OUTPUT AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, BURGUNDY OR BLACK.

DESIGN ALSO AVAILABLE, CONTACT THE OBSERVER 
FOR PRICING & DETAILS.

CALL 669-5790 X107 FOR DETAILS
*2.4¢ PER PRINT WITH A MINIMUM RUN OF 5000.

PRINTINGAS LOW AS

2.4¢
PER FLYER

WOOD PRODUCTS

WEEKLY

TOP 
15

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name  G         ASS        TP         DF
  1. Ryan Terry              166       228       394        50
  2. Henderson Ross     153       239       392        50
  3. Loscerbo Carl         156       230       386        46
  4. Tremblay Mark       144       242       386        44
  5. Hodgkinson Jeff     167       217       384        44

RK Name  G         ASS        TP          DF
11. Bauman Nyle        141         234      375        43
12. Yost william          143         232      375        44
13. Loscerbo Carl 2     152         222      374        46
14. Hodgkinson B.       136         238      374        40
15. Dietrich Carol        133         241      374        46

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • P.I.B.
DUB-L-E AUTO SERVICE • ELMIRA IGA • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES

WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • VOISIN’S • GRAND RIVER RACEWAY

RK Name  G         ASS        TP          DF
  6. Paterson Doug        148      234       382         41
  7. Desand Lynne         151      231       382         53
  8. Bauman Bryan        148      233       381         44
  9. Podhornik Susan     164      214       378         39
10. Riff Randy               145      231       376         42

ELMIRA - 669-5790

PRIZE SPONSORVALUE: $350
TORONTO WEEKEND 

GET-A-WAY
Evening @ Madison Manor, 

Dinner, Blue Jay Tickets
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The Township of Woolwich
"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confidently Embracing Our Future."

The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

PARKING BAN NOW
IN EFFECT

The Township requires persons to act as 
spare crossing guards in Maryhill and 
Breslau.  Hours are irregular so applicants 
should be flexible with their schedule.  
Training and equipment will be provided 
by the Township.  An application can be 
mailed to you by request or you can come 
in to the Township Office at 69 Arthur 
Street South in Elmira to fill one out.  
Please contact Valrie Hummel, Deputy 
Clerk at 669-1647 or 664-2613 extension 
239 for more information.

SPARE CROSSING 
GUARD NEEDED
FOR MARYHILL
AND BRESLAU

2004 DOG TAGS
Dog Tags for 2004
are available at the
Township office,

69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Village Pet Food Shoppe,
10 Church St. W., Elmira

and the

Licence Bureau Office,
13B Industrial Dr., Elmira.

The fees (until April 15th) are:
Spayed/Neutered Dog

$12.00
Non Spayed or Neutered

$17.00

Regarding
Maryhill Knights of Columbus Inc. (Zone Change 1/2004), and

Darcy and Lorna Weber (Zone Change 2/2004)

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the 
Planning Act, to consider the following Zone Change applications.  No decisions 
will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to 
the public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Maryhill Knights of Columbus Inc. (Zone Change 1/2004),
The Township has received a Zone Change application from the Maryhill 
Knights of Columbus Inc. concerning a 7.9 hectare (19.6 acre) property 
located at 689 St. Charles Street East (see Map 1).  The lands are designated 
Rural Land Use and Restricted Land Use Area  in the Township’s Official Plan 
and are zoned Agricultural (A).

Effective December 1st to April 1st, parking is prohibited on all Township 
roads and streets from 2:30 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. to facilitate winter road 
maintenance operations.  Vehicles found parked overnight on Township 
roads during the parking ban or on Regional roads at any time will be 
ticketed.  For further information, please call extension 230 or 239.

ATTENTION:
“Highway” is defined as “the area from fence line to fence line, including 
the boulevard”.  Parking on a boulevard overnight in hopes of avoiding a 
ticket for overnight parking is not permitted. The vehicle is still parked on 
the area defined as the highway, and therefore is subject to be ticketed 
for overnight parking.  Boulevard is defined as the area between the 
travelled portion of a roadway and a fence line, including the sidewalk.  
Parking on a boulevard is also an offence under the Township of 
Woolwich traffic and parking by-law.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TUESDAY JANUARY 6, 2004 • 7:00 P.M.

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL CHAMBERS
69 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA

The purpose of this application is to amend the Agricultural (A) zoning with 
a site-specific provision to allow a private school in addition to the existing 
uses, including banquet facilities and recreational sports fields.

Darcy and Lorna Weber (Zone Change 2/2004)
The Township has received a Zone Change application from Darcy and Lorna 
Weber concerning a property located at 1606 Floradale Road (see Map 2).  
The 61.6 hectare (152.3 acre) property contains a single-family dwelling, 
mobile home and farm related structures.  The property is designated Rural 
Land Use and Industrial / Commercial Area in the Township Official Plan and 
is zoned Agricultural (A).

M
A

P
 1

The purpose of the application is to rezone a portion being approximately 
0.6 hectares of the property from Agricultural (A) to General Industrial – Dry 
(M-1).  This portion of land corresponds with the limits of the Industrial / 
Commercial designation in the Official Plan.  

The intent of the rezoning is to permit the conveyance of the 0.6 hectare parcel 
to the two abutting property owners (M & G Millwrights and Aaron Metzger 
Limited) as lot additions to their existing Industrial zoned (M-1) lands.

Please Note:
Zoning Amendment
If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the Council of 
the Township of Woolwich in respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not 
make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the proposed zoning by-law is 
adopted, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss all or part of the appeal.

Additional information pertaining to these planning applications is available 
for review at the Township of Woolwich Municipal Office between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments 
about the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any 
comments received on or before Monday, December 29, 2003 (Note that 
this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared 
by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  
Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making 
a decision on the applications, will also be considered.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings or Township 
staff reports regarding these applications you must make a written request 
to Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of Woolwich at the 
address shown at the top of this page.

M
A

P
 2
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ST. JACOBS ELMIRA

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

59 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521
1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286

Restaurant &
Catering

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Take a Breather
Monday & Tuesday 5pm -7pm

Continues for a limited time...

Includes soup, our famous
Waterloo County Salad Bar,

hot buffet and dessert. 

STONE CROCK

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Black Forest Hams
Whole, Half or Mini.................$3.29 lb.

Breakfast Sausage...................$3.19 lb.

Eye of Round Roasts.................$3.49 lb.

Whole Bone-In Hams................$1.79 lb.

Kolbassa...............................$3.39 lb.

Medium Cheddar.....................$5.99 lb.

Happy Holidays!
Stone CrockGift CertificatesMake A GreatGift Idea

Perfect family or officeparty destination!

 Take-out party trays

Stone Crock Gift Certificates
Redeemable at any of the

Stone Crock family
of businesses

Call us for details

664-2286

Catering services forlarge & small parties(to your location)

Entertain with
Stone Crock

New Year’s Eve is coming
Don’t be disappointed ~ 
make reservations today!
Inquire about our special New Year’s Eve Menu

Stone Crock Bakery 1402 King Street, St. Jacobs

Let us do your

(519) 664-3612

holiday baking: 
Call in an advance order

for your favourite treats & make your 
preparations easy during this busy time of year

Tel.

Handmade with all the best ingredients

Light & Dark Christmas Cake
& Assorted Christmas Cookies

Christmas Specials:
Specials in effect

15 to 27
December

Restaurant & Inn
1430 King Street North, St. Jacobs 

(519) 664-3731

Evening Buffet ...$11.99

The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Service. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

December 3
11:48 AM A King Street, St. Jacobs 

resident reported a lost licence plate. 
The plate – which bears the marker B78 
87B – was lost sometime between Nov. 
28 and 30. It’s unknown if it was lost in 
the area or not.
5:17 PM The Bank of Montreal in 

Elmira reported two counterfeit bills. 
The $10 bills – with serial numbers 
ADK 5142802 and FEE 2021717 – were 
turned over to the Waterloo Regional 
Police fraud branch for investigation.
5:26 PM Police were called to the 

Reebok outlet store in the St. Jacobs 
Outlet Mall after a shoplifter ran from 
employees and escaped in a waiting 
vehicle. Store staff reported witnessing 
a man steal a $160 pair of shoes before 
he left the store. A licence plate marker 
was obtained and police continue their 
investigation.
6:32 PM A hit-and-run to a ve-

hicle was reported on Grosbeak Road 
in Elmira. A van struck another vehicle 
parked on the road before the driver 
fled the scene. The investigation con-
tinues.

December 4
8:00 AM Police received a report of 

a deer struck by a vehicle on Country 
Squire Road, near Sawmill Road. The 
deer entered the path of a vehicle at 
8:30 p.m. the previous day. The deer 
reportedly fled the scene. The driver 
was uninjured.
11:20 AM An officer issued a formal 

warning to a male youth found smoking 
marijuana on Arthur Street, near Second 
Street in Elmira. Elmira District Second-
ary School was also notified about the 
incident. A small quantity of marijuana 
was seized.
3:03 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Listowel 
Road and Line 86, near Wallenstein. 
A school bus was stopped at the end 
of Listowel Road when it was struck 
from behind. Neither the bus driver nor 
its passengers were injured. The driver 

of the second vehicle suffered minor 
injuries. A Walkerton man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’
5:25 PM A trailer filled with corn 

tipped over and dumped its cargo 
across Lobsinger Line, near Kressler 
Road in Heidelberg. A wooden support 
beam on the trailer broke after it hit a 
pothole in the road. The cleanup took 
about two hours.
8:56 PM Police received a report of 

a pedestrian struck by a vehicle on 
Second Street in Elmira. A youth was 
struck by a vehicle while crossing the 
road earlier that evening at 6:45 p.m. 
The youth suffered minor injuries. No 
charges were laid.

December 5
2:12 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of Pintail 
Drive and Whippoorwill Drive in Elmira. 
A pickup truck was struck by a car after 
the car pulled onto Whippoorwill Drive. 
Both vehicles suffered moderate dam-
age. There were no injuries. A Kitchener 
man was charged with ‘fail to yield to 
traffic on a through highway.’
5:30 PM A break-and-enter to a Park 

View Drive, Wellesley Village residence 
was reported. Four tires and four rims 
were reported missing from the base-
ment of the house. There are no sus-
pects. The investigation continues.

December 6
7:48 AM A snowmobile was reported 

stolen from a Lobsinger Line residence, 
between St. Clements and Heidelberg. 
Sometime overnight, a chain locking up 
the machine in the front yard was cut 
and a black and pink 1995 Pola 500 
was taken. The licence plate bears the 
marker 3480KM. There are no suspects. 
The investigation continues.
11:44 AM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Church and 
Cross streets in Elmira. A vehicle pulled 
from Cross Street to go right on Church 
Street when it struck a vehicle at-
tempting to turn left onto Cross Street. 
Damage to the vehicles was described 

as moderate. There were no injuries. An 
Elmira man was charged with ‘fail to 
yield to traffic on through highway.’
6:57 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Northfield Drive, near Jigs 
Hollow Road. A Kitchener man was 
charged with ‘careless driving’ after he 
rolled his vehicle. The vehicle suffered 
extensive damage. The driver reported 
minor injuries.
9:26 PM A hit-and-run was reported 

at the picnic shelter at the Wellesley 
Community Centre on Maple Leaf 
Road. About 25 minutes prior, a small, 
dark coloured car drove into the shel-
ter, damaging several support beams 
and fencing. Damages are estimated 

between $800 and $1,500. The inves-
tigation continues.
11:10 PM Police responded to Elmira 

Arena after a property theft was re-
ported. Several pieces of boys’ hockey 
equipment were taken from the back 
of a truck. The items are estimated at 
between $250 to $350 in value. There 
are no suspects. The investigation 
continues.

December 7
10:55 AM Police responded to 

St. Teresa’s School on First Street in 
Elmira after a report of vandalism was 
received. Sometime between 5 p.m. 
on Dec. 5 and the time of the report a 
portable window was broken. There are 

no suspects.
3:27 PM Several seasonal holiday 

decorations were reported stolen and/
or moved to other properties on Falcon 
Drive in Elmira. The incident is believed 
to have happened between 7 and 
11:30 p.m. the previous night. There are 
no suspects.

December 8
5:36 AM A deer was struck by a ve-

hicle on Sawmill Road, near Katherine 
Street. Police destroyed the animal at 
the scene. The driver was uninjured. 
Damage to the vehicle was moderate. 
10:21 AM An Elgin Street, Conestogo 

resident reported a lost or stolen licence 
plate. It’s unknown where the plate 

– which bears the marker 233 XBK 
– went missing.
12:59 PM A Kitchener resident 

reported losing a licence plate in the 
Elmira area. It’s unknown when the 
plate – which bears the marker 750 4JX 
– was lost.
1:47 PM A utility trailer was reported 

stolen from a Bonnie Crescent, Elmira 
residence. The rusty trailer with worn 
side racks – which bears the marker 
W43 923 – was empty when it was 
taken from outside the residence. 
6:22 PM A Fergus resident struck a 

deer on Floradale Road. The deer fled 
the scene and the driver was uninjured. 
Damage to the vehicle was minor.

CASEY LESSARD
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Waterloo Regional 
Police are looking 
for a home-grow 

operator after a large bust 
in Conestogo last week.  
Police raided a home at 166 
Grandview Drive, where 
they discovered 571 ma-
ture marijuana plants and 
$30,000 in equipment.  Giv-
en an average street value 
of  $1,000 per mature plant, 
the bust was estimated at 
about $600,000.

 “Pretty extensive layout,” 
said Olaf  Heinzel, WRP 
public affairs coordinator.  
“It was a sophisticated, 
large operation, and there 
was a hydro bypass in 

Conestogo grow busted
Suspected operator gets away after jumping out 2nd floor window

place. That’s how it was 
discovered.

“It’s such a huge opera-
tion that Hydro’s going to 
pick up on it,” he said.  
“There’s a huge amount 
of  hydro being used in one 
location.”

Once alerted to the op-
eration, police obtained a 
search warrant and raid-
ed the home. During the 
investigation, a suspect 
got away.

“There was one indi-
vidual that jumped out 
of  a second-story window 
when police entered and 
he disappeared into the 
night,” he said. “We did 
a canine search, and 
were unable to locate 
him. There were no other 

charges at this point be-
cause there were no other 
people in the home.”

Police found no weap-
ons on site, and are still 
investigating. Heinzel sug-
gested people can usually 
tell when a neighbour is 
operating such an opera-
tion, and tips to the police 
are always welcome.

“There are some tell-tale 
signs that people can pick 
up on,” he said.  “They 
see something odd going 
on or they smell some-
thing. Those homes, when 
they’ve got that many 
plants in them, they tend 
to have a lot of  condensa-
tion on the windows. The 
blinds are drawn a lot 
because they want to con-

trol the lighting. A lot of  
them will have a double-
car garage so they can 
get their equipment in 
and out without arousing 
suspicion.”

He said last year was one 
of  the biggest years for 
home grow busts in the 
region.

“We did 65 in the Cam-
bridge area alone,” he 
said. “They’re ongoing 
operations. As our Staff  
Sergeant for drugs pointed 
out at the height of  it last 
year, if  you parachuted 
someone into anywhere 
in the Waterloo region, 
within 10 minutes of  
where you drop them, 
there would be a house 
growing marijuana.”
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Sleigh stop in Alma Getting in the seasonal spirit Money from trees supports needy families

Seasonal spirit
Elmira’s Santa 
Claus parade 

sets the mood 
for the season

really an issue.
“We didn’t think so,” 

Ziegel said. “We send our 
registrations out, put our 
things in the paper, and 
the bit of advertising 
we do. If that’s what we 
get, that’s what we get.”
Overall, he said the turn-
out was excellent.

“We’re very happy 
with all the floats and 
participation from the 
community,” he said. 
“Glad to see the scores 
of people that were out 
– so we think it went fan-
tastic.”

Harold DeVries – with 
sons Ryan, 7, and Mi-
chael, 4 – was one of many 
parents who brought their 
kids out to see Santa.

“It was great,” the West 
Montrose man said. “It 
was a nice parade for a 
small town. We come out 
every year and enjoy it. 
We look forward to it.”

“I thought it was really 
cool,” his son Ryan said. 
He came out to see Santa, 
but the aspiring police 
officer also enjoyed an-
other group: “The police 
force band because I like 
police,” he said.

The Jaycees’ Christmas 
participation doesn’t end 
in one day. The group 
also sells Christmas 
trees at Gore Park in 
downtown Elmira.

“The trees are going 
quickly,” Ziegel said. “We 
only have about 200 left. 
We think probably by 
Tuesday (16th) or Wednes-
day (17th) there will be 
nothing left.”

The tree sales hours are 
weekdays from 6 to 9 p.m., 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and Sunday from 1 
to 4 p.m.

Continued from cover

PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD
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Elmira area resi-
dents have shown 
their generosity, 

helping children around 
the world share in the 
joy of the Christmas 
season. More than 1,500 
children will receive 
boxes from the area con-
taining toys and hygiene 
gifts through Operation 
Christmas Child.

“A child in North 
America wouldn’t think 
much of a toothbrush or 
toothpaste,” said Tino 
Tomadini, who repre-
sents the program for the 
area north of Waterloo to 
Drayton and Listowel. “A 
child who doesn’t have 
one, in Central America, 
Brazil, Africa – they 
think it to be 10 times 
what we think a tooth-
brush would be here.”

The program, geared 
solely at children, aims 
to supplement traditional 
aid programs that pro-
vide bare essentials.

“There is quite a bit 
of food, hospital aid, 
medicine aid,” Tomadini 
said. “There’s all sorts 
of humanitarian aid, 
but there’s very little or 
nothing in programs for 
Christmas and for the 
child who looks forward 
to Christmas. There’s 
nothing on the plate for 
them.”

This year, he estimates 

Kids of the 
world get 
spirit of 

Christmas 
from Elmira
Operation Christmas Child wraps 
up another collection campaign

between 1,500 and 1,800 
boxes were collected 
from Elmira – a figure 
that would be close to last 
year’s total. The boxes 
are headed to children in 
Central America.

“This is the last large 
transfer,” he said. “From 
this point on, we do it in 
smaller trips. Anyone’s 
still welcome to drop 
boxes off at IGA. We will 
still take them up to De-
cember 24. It’s never too 
late for monetary or shoe 
box gifts.”

Elmira IGA has been the 
program’s base in town 
for four years, distribut-
ing and collecting boxes 
from the community. 

“We like to get involved 
in community events,” 
said co-owner Pat Bouch-
er. “Anything that’s going 
to benefit children, both in 
this area and other areas. 
It’s a good fit. We enjoy do-
ing it, and it helps kids.”

“IGA is a central point,” 
Tomadini said. “Histori-
cally, it’s a meeting place, 
so it’s ideal for the commu-
nity to come here. It’s open 
seven days a week. It’s 
convenient. It works both 
to drop off and pick up.”

He said Operation Christ-
mas Child still needs 
volunteer help at the Wa-
terloo base, at the corner 
of King and Weber streets. 
Gifts are also still welcome.

“We’re still accepting 
boxes and donations of 
any kind.”

The jolly fat man in red is set to swing through Alma next Sunday 
(Dec. 21) as he wraps up the Christmas parade season and gets to the 
gift giving. The parade starts at 2 p.m. and is best viewed along Main 
Street.

In one of countless appearances, Santa Claus is set to stop by the Wel-
lington County Museum tomorrow (Dec.14) as part of the annual Christ-
mas Festival. Caroling, baking, children’s activities and more begin at 
noon and run until 4 p.m. Admission is one dollar.

Needy families throughout Waterloo Region will get a hand this season thanks 
to proceeds from the Canadian Tire Buy a Tree – Help a Family fundraiser. Up 
to $10 will be donated to the Waterloo Region Food Bank from each tree sold. 
The Canadian Tire Foundation for Families is set to match the donations.

ORIENTAL CHRISTMAS The Waterloo 
County Shriners had its oriental band out in 
force, with “Wooly” keeping the Christmas 
spirit going.

SANTA BOOGIE Dancers from the Encore 
Dance Studio in Elmira shimmied and shook 
their way down Arthur Street.

IS THAT LEASH SOLID? The Elmira 
Lions Club float was the tallest of the 
42 in the parade.

GIVING AND RECEIVING Elmira firefighters were 
among those handing out candy; Jessie Herbison of 
Elmira welcomed the early Christmas treat.

HOLDING HIM OVER Anthony, a 14-month old foster 
child of Tim and Heather Martin of Elmira, enjoyed a 
timbit while waiting for the parade to start.
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Biotech is taking a
different twist

Industry picking battles it can win & audiences that listen

50 Benjamin Rd. E., Wloo. • (519) 884-9295

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com

RR#1 1420 Lobsinger Ln., Wloo. • 664-2750
Fax: 664-1505  •  www.martinsapples.com

ELMIRA BLOOD
DONOR CLINIC

Where: Carriage Hall

              28 Snyder Avenue S.

When:  Friday, Dec. 19, 2003 

              1:30pm - 8:30pm

(519) 669-5478 • 1-800-265-6126

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • (519) 699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

3730 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2263

CRANE
& EQUIPMENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 

12.5 Ton boom truck
35 ton mobile crane

2192 Floradale Rd. • (519) 669-1381

HILLCREST
Home Baking
Open Mondays in December, 9-6.

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario100 South Field Dr. • (519) 669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

95 Southfield Dr  • (519) 669-1842

ROLAN INC
ELECTRIC MOTOR

Sales & Repair

RR#2 Breslau • (519) 648-2608

100 Union St. • (519) 669-1501

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

(519) 669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

A division of Grandridge Farms Inc.

Specializing in: Local & Long Distance Trucking
Flatbeds • Rack & Tarps • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

Biotechnology is 
taking a new twist.

After more than 
a decade of taking on 
weighty battles against 
anti-technology advo-
cates, trying to make as 
many media impressions 
as possible and stretch-
ing its resources to the 
max, Canada’s biotech-
nology industry is about 
to embark on a different 
approach to communica-
tions.

In 2004, you’ll continue 
to hear a lot about bio-
technology. There are all 
kinds of developments 
pending – particularly 
enhanced rice for devel-
oping countries – that 
will make headlines and 
raise eyebrows.

But you’re likely to see 
and hear less from bio-
technology companies 
and the organizations 
representing them. For 
example, fewer paid 
advertisements – like 
those ones extolling the 
virtues of high-tech 
bananas, canola and to-
matoes – will be placed 
by the Council for Bio-
technology Information 
(CBI), the organization 
representing leading bio-
technology companies. 
These ads will still ap-
pear, but in select venues 
– television on airplanes, 
trade journals, or indus-
try-specific publications, 
among them.

It’s part of the industry’s 
strategy to channel its 
resources into battles it 
can win, and reach audi-
ences that will listen to 
its messages. Rather than 
trying to convince every-
one biotechnology has 
something to offer, the 
industry will concentrate 
on those who are at least 
neutral when it comes to 
new technology.

Watch for “on the 

ground” outreach, re-
gional initiatives and 
spokespeople to be 
developed – people like 
dieticians, who are a part 
of the health-care system 
– local sources who’ll 
stand up, be counted and 
say they believe in a sci-
ence-based regulatory 
system, in a variety of 
forums. 

These people won’t 
pound the table for 
biotechnology per se. In-
stead, they’ll be mobilized 
to talk about supporting 
access to the best tools 
available to grow crops, 
make medicine, imple-
ment health strategies 
and improve life in gen-
eral. Biotechnology will 
be one of the tools they 
mention. 

This approach is very 
much in keeping with 
product introductions: 
when a company launches 
something with a certain 
benefit, it’s not the sci-
ence that created it that 
gets highlighted, it’s the 
benefit to users. That’s 
where biotechnology is 
headed.   

Does that mean it will 
be hidden? Hopefully 
not. A test case for this 
approach’s effectiveness 
was seen in the fall when 
the CBI brought forward 
Dr. Florence Wambugu, 
a Kenyan biologist, to 
explain to North Ameri-
can audiences her take 
on why Africa wants 
and needs biotechnology. 
She was a big hit on the 
speaking circuit, because 
she represented a region 
North Americans heard 
a lot about, but very 
little from. And she had 

a strong message: Don’t 
hold back technology that 
can help. She was more 
concerned about help-
ing ease starvation than 
she was about academic 
discussions concerning 
drought-tolerant crops 
developed through bio-
technology. “I want access 
to anything I can get,” she 
said, over and over. “Do 
not remove a tool for us to 
feed ourselves.” 

So, in this case, bio-
technology was indeed 
being communicated … 
by someone other than a 
company or a self-interest 
group. The debate about 
biotechnology has become 
too polarized for much to 
be gained by either side, 
trying to convince the 
converted. But the issues 
persist, and the industry 
needs to somehow stay in 
the public eye.

If it doesn’t, it’s open to 
a lot of criticism. One of 
the big reasons biotech-
nology has the stigma 
it does today is because 
the industry was so ill 
advised in its infancy, 
told to remain quiet be-
cause the public would 
be scared by technol-
ogy. That backfired, and 
it can’t afford to retreat 
now. It needs avenues to 
inform the truly curious. 
And it needs to wade into 
battle with those who 
challenge it. People have 
a democratic right to 
voice opinions about their 
society – and, mainly 
through the agri-food 
system, biotechnology is 
becoming a bigger part 
of it. The industry must 
remain above ground and 
visible. 

CASEY LESSARD

LOADING UP Pat Boucher of Elmira IGA, Wray Martin of Home Hardware, and Tino Tomadini with Operation 
Christmas Child load a Home Hardware truck to take the final load of shoe boxes to Waterloo. The boxes 
– containing toys and hygiene items – will be distributed to needy children in Central America.



24    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • TOWN & COUNTRY • DECEMBER 13, 2003 DECEMBER 13, 2003 • TOWN & COUNTRY • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  25

www.lensmill.com

HAWKESVILLE
LOCATION ONLY!

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

85

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

CHRISTMAS
SUPPLIES

ON SALE!
• CHRISTMAS LIGHTS • ORNAMENTS

• CHRISTMAS CARDS & BOWS
• GIFT BOXES • CANDLE HOLDERS
• CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER
• TABLE CLOTHS • POT HOLDERS

• PLACEMATS • T-TOWELS • LINENS
• STOCKINGS • FINGER TIP TOWELS

• WOOD HANGINGS • PLAQUES
• 100s OF RESIN AND CERAMIC

FIGURINES AND NICKNACKS
• ENTIRE STOCK OF CHRISTMAS
FABRICS, TRIM AND NOTIONS

• CHRISTMAS TAPESTRIES & PANELS

plus HUNDREDS & HUNDREDS OF
OTHER GREAT CHRISTMAS ITEMS!

FANTASTIC SAVINGS • FANTASTIC SELECTION

VALUE IN EFFECT TIL CLOSING SAT. DEC. 20TH

ENTIRE STOCK
STOREWIDE!

1⁄2OFF
LEN’S ALREADY

LOW PRICES

CASEY LESSARD
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Waterloo Regional 
Police made 
no arrests, but 

discussed speeding, reck-
less driving, and anger 
management with young 
hockey players at Welles-
ley Arena Dec. 6. The 
officers hit the ice as part 
of the fifth annual Kids 
& Cops program, aimed 
at giving the youngsters 
interaction with police 
in a fun environment.

“It’s basically for com-
munication between the 
kids and the police, and 
to have a great time,” 
said Danny Bisch, a lo-
cal coach who created 
the program. “Basically 
saying that the police are 
okay guys and they’re 
there to have fun, they 
want to be there with the 
kids, too.”

“Shows how much fun 
the police officers are,” 
said Steve Boehm of Hei-
delberg, whose son Eric 
took part. “It’s unique 
that they do that and 
take the time out of their 
busy schedules to have 
fun with the kids.”

The police were assisted 
by the Wellesley Apple-
jacks, and later joined by 

Cops put the 
kids on ice

Wellesley minor hockey program boosts relations

the Kitchener Rangers 
for a public skate and 
group lessons.

“It went very well. The 
kids had a great time 
again. The officers, I 
think, had a better time 
– they got to play with all 
the kids.”

The police interaction 
program started when 
Bisch coached his son’s 
initiation team; his 
daughter’s ringette team 
also joined in. The Rang-
ers have taken part for the 
past four years. Judy Ger-
ber helps Bisch by taking 
care of the food and the 
community centre.

“It was to get rid of the 
monotony of just hav-
ing drills for the kids in 
initiation hockey,” Bisch 
said of his initial motiva-
tion. “I just said there’s 
got to be something else 
we can do with kids. So 
I thought, let’s have a fun 
day for kids on the ice. I 
talked to Tracy Schnarr 
– I coached her in base-
ball about 14 years ago 
– and asked her to get 
some officers lined up. 
We keep the coaches off 
the ice, get the Apple-
jacks to go from station 
to station and the kids go 
have fun.”

Fourteen uniformed 

officers took part in 
the event, most of them 
Schnarr’s colleagues at 
Division 3, Waterloo. The 
WRPS also runs a Kids & 
Cops fishing program in 
the summer, organized 
by an officer at the re-
gional headquarters.

“It’s just a positive expe-
rience for the kids with 
the police,” Schnarr said. 
“With the hope that when 
they get a little bit older 
they’ll feel comfortable 
approaching us or assist-
ing us. Really, it’s just a 
positive interaction with 
the kids.”

“It was fun,” confirmed 
Eric Boehm. “You prac-
tice a lot of stuff that you 
do in games. Circling 
around people and try-
ing to push people away 
from you. I think it was 
awesome.”

“When we raced, he 
(the officer) would al-
ways grab the back of 
my shorts,” said Tanner 
Holst of Kingwood, “and 
he would try to beat me 
but I always won.”

The event is a fundrais-
er, with the money going 
to the Kids & Cops fund 
but eventually going 
back into minor hockey. 
The money is used for 
operational costs, in-
cluding minor hockey 
uniforms. Some money 
was also spent on new 
props this year.

“Every child we ask for 
a $15 pledge to cover the 
ice time and ongoing ex-
penses,” he said. “Some of 
the money goes to feed the 
Kitchener Rangers. And 
we feed all the police offi-
cers and the Applejacks.”

“Get out and play with 
the other kids,” said Doug 
Holst of the importance 
of the event. “I think the 
kids really like it.”

OVER THE LIMIT Const. Shawn Mundell of the WRPS Emergency 
Response Unit brought a radar gun to clock players’ skating speed.

FREEZE! Sgt. Jeff Rumble, WRPS Div. 3 patrol, chases down Eric Boehm of Heidelberg during a Kids & 
Cops speed trap at the Wellesley Arena Dec. 6. PHOTOS: CASEY LESSARD
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Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Available in a variety of sizes & delivered right to your door.
Available Sizes:

4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50
8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

She’s the world’s most profitable toy

EVERY PICTURE IN PRINT 
OR ONLINE IS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE.

TAKE A 
PICTURE...

Q. She’s 40-something 
though ageless, still a teen-
ager after all these years, 
first conceived in the U.S. 
yet sprung to life in Japan 
after World War II, today 
reborn at the rate of two a 
second, 60 million a year, 
her bodystuff from Saudi 
Arabia, nylon hair from 
Japan, cotton dresses from 
China, brought together in 
places like Indonesia and 
Malaysia, making her truly 
a “global citizen” found in 
140 countries around the 
world.  Who is she?

A.  She’s Barbie, the 
most profitable toy in 
history, reaping her 
creator California-based 
Mattel Corporation well 
over a billion dollars in 
annual revenues though 
Barbie was never made 
in the U.S., say An-
thony Giddens et al. in 
Introduction to Sociol-

ogy. Only her cardboard 
packaging and some of 
her paints have been 
U.S.-made, exemplify-
ing manufacturing in 
the “global commodity 
chain.” 

What a doll!

Q.  How do migrating birds 
travel afar with barely a flap 
of the wings?

A.  One way is by free-
riding on thermals, 
columns of heated air ris-
ing when the sun warms 
the ground unevenly, 
says Chris McGowan in 
Diatoms to Dinosaurs:  
The Size and Scale of 
Living Things.  A bird 
could take one of these 
“elevators” high, then 
glide down many miles 
until finding another 
thermal, and back up to 
glide some more, etc.

Thermals work best 

over land during the 
heat of the day.  Early 
morning thermals are 
weakest, when light 
birds with low wing-
loading take to the skies.  
Later, larger and larger 
soarers can go; then 
at day’s end, landings 
are reversed, until last 
grounded are the light-
est birds as the thermal 
system peters out.

Locating thermals is 
not always easy, so birds 
will watch for other 
birds rising and circling.  
There can be surprises, 
however, says the Cen-
tennial Museum of the 

University of Texas, El 
Paso, as when one flock 
watched a very big flier 
stay aloft, circling with 
ease.  

“How frustrating to 
watch a helicopter obvi-
ously using a thermal 
that you just can’t 
catch!”

Q.  At 1,483 feet (452 me-
ters) the twin Petronas 
Towers in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, are the world’s 
tallest, radio and TV an-
tennas aside.  How much 
weight is on the walls at the 
bottom?  Could a mile-high 
(1.6 km) building be built?

A.  Reinforced concrete 
weighs about 160 lbs/
cubic foot, so above each 
square foot of wall-bot-
tom surface stands 1483 
x 160 lbs = 237,000 lbs, 
says Paul Campbell of 
Wisconsin’s Beloit Col-
lege, in his essay “On 
Size and Shape” in For 
All Practical Purposes: 
Mathematical Literacy in 
Today’s World.

And that’s not counting 
the tower’s contents!

The crushing strength 
of reinforced concrete 
is about 8.5 million lbs/
cubic ft, leaving some 
margin for the mile-high 
tower.  In fact, U.S. archi-
tect Frank Lloyd Wright 
once proposed such a 
tower – never built – for 
Chicago.  Other limiting 
factors:  taller buildings 
bending dramatically 
with winds; the perils 

of fires as revealed by 
9/11 and the World Trade 
Center towers; and traf-
fic difficulties posed 
by tens of thousands of 
people living, working or 
visiting there.  Also for a 
mile-high structure, 
much more space must 
go to elevators, plumb-
ing, conduits for heat 
and air-conditioning, 
plus in an emergency 
people must walk down!

The architects of the 
Petronas Twin Towers 
maintain that the main 
limit is human physiol-
ogy, says Campbell.

Differences in air pres-
sure from top to bottom 
impose a limit on eleva-
tor speed, meaning long 
travel times for “vertical 
commutes.”  

So “human psychology 
might also present some 
limits.”

Attention Linwood Youth! The Elmira Youth 
Drop-In Centre’s Gym Night Program is now up 
and running every Tuesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
for Grade 6 – age 19.   You are invited to come 
out to Linwood Public School for a fun night 
filled with lots of sports and many other physical 
activities.  Parents and community members 
can take part through volunteering. If you are 
interested in helping out, contact Woolwich 
Community Services or come to Linwood Public 
School on a Tuesday evening. 

December 14
Christmas in the Village – evening concert 
at Waterloo North Presbyterian Church, 685 
Highpoint Avenue at Northfield. 7 p.m. featuring 
the New Hamburg Concert Band under the 
direction of Bandmaster Rev. Dwight Strain. 
Free will offering and everyone is welcome. 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics 
– Mon., Wed., and 1st Fri. 9 a.m.  Registration 
continues for the 10-week session starting Jan. 
5, 2004. Cost $60. 664-3794. 
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues.  
& Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Registration continues for 
the 10-week session starting Jan. 6, 2004. Cost 
$50.00. 664-3794. 
Seniors On The Go – Thurs. 10:45 a.m. (new 
time). Fitness classes for active seniors 55+. 
Registration continues for the eight-week 
session starting Jan. 15, 2004. Cost $18. 664-
3794. 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness -  Tues. 10:30 a.m. 
If you are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fitness 
class, come try this gentle step. Registration 
continues for the nine-week session starting 
Jan. 6, 2004. Cost $20.25. 664-3794. 
Gentle Moves – Monday, 7 p.m. A gentle 
exercise class specifically designed for people 

with fibromyalgia & chronic fatigue syndrome. 
Registration continues for the eight-week 
session starting Jan. 12, 2004. Cost $20.00. 
664-3794. 
Better Bones – Wed. 10:30 a.m. An exercise 
class for those with osteoporosis or those 
wishing to decrease the risk of developing 
osteoporosis. Registration continues for the 
eight-week session starting Jan. 14, 2004. Cost 
$20. 664-3794. 

December 16 
Lunch At Gale Presbyterian Church,  2 Cross 
St., Elmira, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Sausage, scalloped 
potatoes, salad, roll, dessert, coffee, tea $7. 
Everyone welcome. Take outs at the door, 
wheelchair accessible. 

December 18
Women’s Networking Breakfast – 7:30 
a.m., Elmira Stone Crock. Guest Speaker: 
Elze Bredenkamp of Elze’s Wonderful Wines. 
Come learn about winemaking in Elmira. New 
members and guests are welcome. Cost $5. 
Please call 669-8133 by Dec. 16. 

December 31 
Woolwich Seniors Centre – 2-4 p.m. 24 
Snyder Ave., Elmira. Party with entertainment 
by “Serenaders.” Please bring your friends and 
introduce them to our programs or just come 
and see for yourself. Please bring treats to 
share, drinks will be supplied. 
New Year’s Eve Party -  Maryhill Knights of 
Columbus. Dinner and dance in Emerald Room. 
D.J. music Dual. $60/couple (favors included). 
Doors open at 8. Dancing at 9. Tickets 648-
3394, 824-0454. 

December 14 (continued)
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REALESTATEREALESTATEREALESTATEREALESTATEREALESTATEREALESTATEREALESTATE

$189,900. This small town 3 
bedroom family home is located 
on a quiet dead-end street, in-
law suite & private fenced yard 
w/mature trees. Much larger than 
it appears.MLS

NEW PRICE

$499,900. 2 stry workshop 
w/hydro & 3yr old horse barn 
10 min. west of Waterloo. Large 
custom built home, granite & cer. 
flrs, c/air & c/vac. MLS

HOBBY FARM

Excellent location in Elmira’s 
Birdland, close to schools, parks & 

only minutes to KW & Guelph.

NEXT PHASE 
OPENING SOON

RESERVE YOUR 
FAVOURITE LOT TODAY!

PRICING starting from the low $200’s

139 Northfield Dr. W., Waterloo, ON  N2L 5A6
OFFICE: 747-0231 • www.peakrealestate.com

CHRIS ADAMS
Associate Broker

Independently Owned & Operated

EMAIL: cadams@sympatico.ca

REALESTATE

THANK YOU

The Woolwich Senior Centre 
enjoyed a nice Christmas 
Banquet on December 3rd 
catered by Reta Israel with 
entertainment by the Happy 
Harmonica Band. We would 
like to express our apprecia-
tion for the donations added 
to our lucky draw table.

Special thanks to:
Crossroads

Elmira Bowl
IGA

Kuntz Landscaping
McDonald’s

Perks
Selby’s

Shopper’s Drug Mart
Stone Crock
Tim Horton’s

Woolwich Senior Centre
Also a special thank you to 
the Elmira Royal Bank for the 
Christmas Social held Decem-
ber 8th.

FAMILY
ALBUM

DEATH NOTICES

Homes By Paradigm (Elmira) Homes. Two new 
exciting plans now under construction, 1600 
sq. ft Bungalow plus 2251 sq. ft 4-bedroom 
2-storey plan 49' lots backing onto 80' green 
space. Only 2-40' lots left, also 40' lots and 
50' lots available, prices start at $227,900. Call 
today for more information, excellent Ontario 
New Home Warranty Rating. EXCLUSIVE.

Westfield Acres Elmira 
"Premium quality is our minimum standard"

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192
BONNIE 

BRUBACHER
Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

TO CHECK OUT PHOTOS AND FURTHER DETAILS ON THESE 
FOLLOWING LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira
•   $34,900 - Vacant Residential Land (Listowel) • $265,000 - Outstanding custom built home (Waterloo)

PRIVATE COUNTRY 
PROPERTY

$144,900. Across the road from Conestogo 
Lake. Private mature country property 
bordered by conservation, spacious living 
room with vault ceiling and cozy wood 
burning stove, country eat-in kitchen and 
private deck. MLS.

DRAYTON AREA

DOG LOVERS/KENNEL ON
1⁄2 ACRE PROPERTY

$259,900. Great property currently used 
as a grooming/boarding business, 14 
pens, outdoor runs, grooming area and 
completely fenced yard. Bungalow offers 
newer windows, flooring, doors and well 
plus recreation room with propane gas 
stove. MLS.

ALM
A AREA

MOVE IN BEFORE
CHRISTMAS!

$259,900. Brand new 2-storey, open oak railing 
to the 2nd floor, maple kitchen with walkout to 
the backyard, laminate flooring throughout the 
main floor, master bedroom ensuite, finished 
basement with recreation room, 4th bedroom 
and 3-piece bathroom. MLS.

ELM
IRA

WELCOMING RAISED 
BUNGALOW

$259,900. Unique open concept design, fresh 
décor, sunken family room with floor to ceiling 
brick gas fireplace and walkout to covered 
balcony, separate dining room with hardwood 
flooring, bright eat-in kitchen, finished basement 
with walkout to oversized yard. MLS.

ST. J
ACOBS

DRAYTON

$252,000. New charming custom 
built home. Open concept with ce-
ramic & hardwood floors, whirlpool 
tub, central air, fireplace & more. 
Call Mildred to view this model 
home! MLS

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

(519) 669-1544
17 Church St. W., Elmira

 24hr pager: 1-800-263-1420 
email: frey@golden.net

web: freyrealty.com

Len Frey 
SALES REP

Mildred Frey 
BROKER

Wendy Taylor 
ASSOCIATE BROKER

“AREA BUSINESSES & EVENTS”             www.CitiesAndTowns.ca

Jason Shantz 
SALES REP

$335,000. New home, vaulted 
ceilings, open concept upgraded 
kitchen, hardwood & ceramic floors, 
central air, walkout basement. 
Rough-in for central vac & basement 
bathroom. MLS. Call Mildred to view!

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
SUN. 2-4PM - 66 RIDGEVIEW DR.

$169,900. Sidesplit with 4 levels 
on mature street. Beautiful kitchen, 
sliders from dining area to deck & 
large yard. Some hardwppd, newer 
furnace & roof. MLS. Call Jason 
to view.

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
SUN. 2-4PM - 17 Union St.

$224,900. Immaculate 2-storey 
features ceramic flooring in kitchen 
& hall, hardwood in living room 
& family room, gas fireplace, oak 
cabinets, walkout to deck, satellite 
dish. MLS. Call Wendy to view!

OPEN HOUSE - DRAYTON
SUN. 2-4PM - 14 Maple St.

FREY
REALTY LTD., REALTOR

We are proud to 
announce that 

Jason Shantz 
has joined our company 
as Sales Representative

Jason brings with him over 2 years of experience in the Real 
Estate Market in this area.

We look forward to a long and successful relationship.
His addition will make it possible to serve our clients better 

and we wish him well in his move to our company.

YOU CAN REACH JASON AT 669-1544 OR CALL THE 24 HR. 
PAGER AT 1-800-263-1420 AND ASK FOR JASON SHANTZ

Great Home in Great Location!
Bungalow on Quiet Crescent;  3+1 bdrms, 2 baths, new flooring & 
windows. Renovated bathroom.  Central Air, Vac, Water Softener. 
$209,000.  Call 519-669-1583. 

PRIVATE SALE
OPEN HOUSE - Sun. Dec. 14 2-4pm

11 Cardinal, Elmira

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Before the big night, 
one of Santa Claus’ 
last stops is in St. 

Clements. The 12th annual 
Santa Claus parade takes 
to the street next Saturday 
(Dec. 20), just four days be-
fore the man in red is due 
back in the North Pole to 
begin his annual voyage 
of gift giving.

“We’ve always had it 
that way because it didn’t 
interfere with anybody 
else’s. Usually we wind 
up with snow – that’s usu-
ally a good thing,” said 
Wayne Draves, a member 
of the parade committee.

“It’s just the community 
spirit,” he said of what 
draws people to the event.  
“Mind you we get a lot 
more than just from the 
community. For example, 
I invite relatives and they 
come up and they can’t be-
lieve the parade we put on 
in a little town. We do put 
on quite a nice parade.

“Everybody wants to 
see Santa, I guess.”

As is tradition, Santa 
will follow the rest of the 
parade from the industrial 
basin to Huggy Bear Park, 

Santa Claus’ last stop 
on pre-season tour
St. Clements parade followed by 

free food, drinks in the park
beside the St. Clements 
Arena. Between 35 and 
40 floats, classic cars and 
bands will make the trek. 
The parade starts at 1 p.m.

“They usually come 
out with some very nice 
floats,” he said noting the 
Santa Claus float with its 
large cement reindeer 
and wooden sleigh is al-
ways a favourite. “We get 
an awful lot of remarks 
about the Santa float.”

The crowd is invited to 
follow the parade to its 
destination in the park 
for free beverages and hot-
dogs. Santa will also be on 
hand to dispense candy to 
all the youngsters.

“It’s just a little differ-
ent touch. Usually after 
a parade, everyone goes 
home,” Draves said, 
adding all the food and 
drinks have been do-
nated.

“We started this parade 
out that we wouldn’t go 
around and ask people 
for money and it just 
evolved since the first 
day that people come 
along and say ‘We’re a 
business around here 
and we can’t put a float in 
… but can we contribute 
to this or that.’”

$153,900 Waterloo Semi
Lakeshore area, 3 bedroom, 
1,100 sq.ft. bungalow. Fully 
finished basement, updated 
interior, fenced yard. Newer a/c. 
No agents.  CALL 746-3752  

PRIVATE SALE

ARNOLD, Sister Francella 
(Marcella) 
A School Sister of Notre Dame, died at 
Notre Dame Convent, Waterdown, on 
Friday, December 5, 2003, in her 62nd year 
of her religious profession. She taught 
primary grades in Maryhill, among other 
places.

BENDER, Mrs. Daniel Agnes 
Peacefully on Monday, December 8, 
2003, at KW Health Centre of Grand 
River Hospital, Agnes Lenore Bender of 
Wellesley, in her 73rd year.

BUSCH, Mrs. Rita I.
Peacefully, on Monday, December 8, 
2003, at St. Lukes Place in Cambridge. 
Rita Irene Busch formerly of St. Clements 
in her 83rd year.

DUNBAR, Emily
Passed away peacefully, at Leisure-
world Care Giving Centre in Elmira 
on Monday, December 8, 2003, in her 
102nd year.

JOHNSON, Dale Andrew
Peacefully at Groves Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus, surrounded by his loving fam-
ily on Sunday, December 7, 2003, in his 
57th year.

Local relative are stepson Greg (Rebecca) 
Wagner of Breslau.

MARTIN, Ephraim B.
Peacefully, on Sunday, December 7, 2003, 
at his home, RR1 Waterloo, Ephraim B. 
Martin, in his 89th year.

REIBLING, Earl S.
Earl Solomon Reibling, 83, of Tavistock, 
passed away in the Maples Home for 
Seniors, Tavistock, on Monday, December 
8, 2003.

Earl operated “The Homesteader Restau-
rant” in Elmira for 28 years.

SHANTZ, Alvin B.
Peacefully, on Friday, December 5, 2003, 
at his home, Alvin B. Shantz, in his 69th 
year, of RR1, St. Jacobs.

SCHLUETER, Lavern
Peacefully, on Saturday, December 6, 
2003, at Freeport Health Centre of Grand 
River Hospital, Lavern Schlueter, age 60 
years, of Elmira.

STAFFORD, Eve
Peacefully, at St. Mary’s Hospital, on 
Monday, December 8, 2003, in her 93rd 
year.

Local relatives are son Michael and his 
wife Marilyn of Bloomingdale.

WIGG, E. Gwendolen
Passed away peacefully, on Sunday, 
December 7, 2003 at her residence, 
The Westmount, at the age of 95 
years.

Local relatives are daughter Nelma 
Merlau and her husband Henry of 
Wellesley.

DEATH NOTICES
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everything
MUST GO!

December
only
Hurry in for the
best selection

Finished & unfinished pine & oak tables, chairs, 
dining sets, occasional pieces, recliners & rockers,

bedroom sets and mattresses, 
decorative shelves, gift ware, candles, etc.

HOURS: Tuesday - Saturday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

SALE!SALE!
Total Liquidation

Beginning Immediately

The
Furniture

Loft
East end of St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market Complex

845 Weber Street North, Waterloo

Tel. (519) 725-0112




