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Local industry does its part in conservation effort

 See AREA page 5

 See LAND page 2
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Pharmacist sidelines 
in drug research

Companies gear down production to help ease energy demand

See 
page 13

African aids crisis 
brought home

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A six year-old Wellesley Township boy died on 
Aug. 20 after he was crushed by a horse-drawn 
wagon while working on his family’s farm. 

Manassa Sherk was standing on the wagon 
when the horses apparently bolted, causing him to fall 
underneath the wheels of the wagon. 

Regional police from New Hamburg and Wellesley fi re-
fi ghters arrived to fi nd Sherk unconscious. They were 
unable to revive the boy, who was rushed to Grand River 
Hospital, where he died a short time later.

The accident occurred shortly after 11 a.m., when 
Sherk and other workers were baling hay at the family’s 
farm at 4440 Hessen Strasse Rd., just east of Wellesley 
Village. But Sherk was alone with the wagon at the time 
of the accident, according to neighbour Isaac Martin, 
who saw part of the mishap occur.

“He was climbing over the wagon while they (the hors-
es) were running,” said Martin, adding that he was not 
sure exactly how Sherk had been injured. 

Martin found Sherk lying beside the driveway of the 
farm just west of where the wagon crashed into the ad-
jacent fi eld. 

Leaving a trail of blood behind him, Martin carried 

Six-year-old 
crushed by 
hay wagon
Wellesley boy dies in farm accident 

 See ACCIDENT page 2

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A six-acre slice of the 
Elmira Raceway prop-
erty will be home to new 
recreational facilities in 

Woolwich, as council this week 
agreed to a $137,500-deal with the 
property’s new owners.

The parcel includes land immedi-
ately adjacent to the Elmira Arena 
and parking lot, and includes the 
existing grandstand building. 
Carriage Hall is not part of the 
deal – the owners have it listed for 
$495,000.

The Woolwich Agricultural 
Society’s deal to sell its 42-acre 
Elmira site to 1562772 Ontario Inc. 
closes Dec. 1, but developers Tony 
Zeitler and Tony Matich have had 
conditional ownership dating back 
to last fall.

The township deal, announced 
at the Aug. 19 council meeting, 
is the fi rst stage in a plan that 
will eventually see some 180 new 
homes constructed on the raceway 

Woolwich 
buys piece of 
raceway land

6.2-acre parcel to 
be home of new rec. 

facility for Elmira

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This was a slow week 
for production in 
Woolwich, as many 
companies heeded 

the request of Premier Ernie 
Eves and Waterloo North Hy-
dro to reduce the amount of 

energy they consume.
“Conservation efforts seemed 

to work and we had a lot of co-
operation from the public. We 
can’t state strongly enough the 
need for continued conserva-
tion and we don’t know for how 
far beyond (this week)” said 
John Janzen of Waterloo North 
Hydro. “Projected demand is 

still quite a bit over what we 
think will be available to us.”

Had power consumption 
across the region and beyond 
not been lessened, the pos-
sibility of rolling blackouts 
loomed. That threat prompted 
a myriad of responses from 
local industries, ranging from 
partial shutdowns to lower air 

conditioning use.
Elmira chemical producer 

Crompton Co. reduced its 
power consumption to about 
47 per cent of its daily average, 
spokesperson Stacey Ferris-
White said Aug. 18.

“We’re conserving as much 
as we can. We’re doing our 
regular summer shutdown 

for maintenance reasons 
anyway, which helps reduce 
energy consumption. But 
we were scheduled to bring 
some of the processes back up 
today (Monday) and we are 
delaying that until we know 
there’s enough power and to 
satisfy Ernie Eves’ request,” 

See 
page 24

HOME HARDWARE RETAIL STORE
1421 King Street North  ST. JACOBS

STORE HOURS: 
Mon-Thur. 8-6; Fri. 8-9 Sat. 8-5; Sun 12-5

Refurbished 
Water Cooler 

Package
• Refurbished Cooler
  (Full 90 Day warranty)

• 5 Gallon Jug reg $17.99
• 500 L of

  Purifi ed Water

664-2905

Only

 $140
 WHILE QUANTITIES 

LAST

THIS LOCATION ONLY





BRING IN YOUR 
COMPETITORS 5 GAL. 

JUG AND RECEIVE 
ONE FREE REFILL
With this coupon • One per household

ON-FARM TRAGEDY  Six year-old  Manass Sherk was working in the fi eld on Aug. 20 
when the horses towing this wagon were spooked, causing the Wellesley Township boy to 
fall underneath its wheels. He died later that day at Grand River Hospital in Kitchener. 
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Sherk across the road to 
his family’s farm at 4425 
Hessen Strasse Rd.

“I carried him over,” 
said Martin. “He was 
limp,” added Martin’s 
mother Anie Martin. 

“They didn’t get him to 
breath,” she said, in ref-
erence to the emergency 
response crew who spent 
at least 20 minutes trying 
to revive Sherk before he 
was taken by ambulance 
to Kitchener.

According to Sherk’s 
grandmother, Mary Frey, 
Sherk was helping to bale 
hay along with other 
workers in the field. “He 
was driving the horses,” 
said Frey. 

Other workers in the 
field at the time were 
alerted when they saw 

Accident kills youth
the horses bolt across the 
field.

“There were men 
around in the field, but 
they couldn’t stop the 
team right away. “They 
were right to the scene 
but it happened so sud-
denly that nobody could 
get the horses,” she said, 
adding that the horses 
had not bolted before. 

Frey described her 
grandson as a “good-na-
tured boy.” 

He leaves behind three 
sisters and one brother.

Parents Joseph and 
Nancy Sherk were re-
portedly coping well. 

“They are content. They 
don’t want to make a fuss 
about it,” said Frey.

Police are still investi-
gating the incident. No 
charges will be laid.

lands. The Carlisle, On-
tario-based company is 
also negotiating with the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board, which is 
interested in land for the 
nearby Elmira District 
Secondary School.

The final transfer of the 
6.22-acre parcel to the 
township is ultimately tied 
to the larger development, 
said director of engineer-
ing and planning Dave 
Gosnay, who negotiated 
on Woolwich’s behalf. The 
land will not become 
township property until 
the full subdivision is 
approved and finally reg-
istered, which may take a 
few years.

The land to be trans-
ferred includes the five per 
cent of the total develop-
ment typically dedicated 
to the township when a 
subdivision is approved. 
That five per cent gener-
ally provides space for 
parks and other municipal 
services.

“Based on the purchase 
agreement, there are cer-
tain conditions that need 
to be met by the middle of 
March in 2005. So we’ve got 
a year and half to let this 
subdivision work through 
the normal planning pro-
cess,” Gosnay said Aug. 20.

“The actual convey-
ance to the township 
would happen when the 
subdivision plan itself is 
registered, because that’s 
what would legally create 
the parcel itself as a sepa-
rate, conveyable block.”

Gosnay said he was un-
able to predict when the 
subdivision might get 
underway, noting that it 
will have to conform to the 
staging-of-development 
plan the township has in 
place for Elmira.

“It’s up to them (Zeitler 
and Matich) now to move 
forward to finalize a 
formal subdivision sub-
mission, and let it start 
working its way through 

the process. We’ll then 
schedule it for public 
meetings, get public input 
and comments on it, and it 
will have to run into the 
regular course for consid-
eration of a subdivision 
plan.”

Regardless of timing, the 
first order of business for 
the developers will likely 
be seniors’ housing, a proj-
ect Zeitler said Mayor Bill 
Strauss had advocated. 
The developer predicted 
up top 45 bungalow-style 
homes would be built.

“The seniors project is on 
the top of the agenda, then 
of course we have to fall in 
with the staging process 
of the township,” he said 
in an interview following 
the council session. The 
market forces, of course, 
will determine the size 
and the timing.”

“If we can get some lo-
cal initiative to get going, 
it will go sooner,” added 
Strauss.

Gosnay echoed that sen-
timent in discussing the 
timeline for development 
at the site.

“They (the developers) 
are anxious to get going, 
so certainly if there was 
something available – if 
there was a seniors’ group 
knocking at the door and 
anxious to get going ear-
lier – they would be open 
to considering it.”

Used to working in small 
communities, including 
Carlisle and Port Dover, 
Zeitler said the Elmira op-
portunity is a good fit for 
his company.

“One of the reasons 
we got involved is that 
we’re used to working 
in smaller communities. 
That’s what attracted us 
here,” he said, adding the 
development will reflect 
the surrounding homes. 
“There will be a mix of de-
velopment – single-family, 
some townhouses, some 
smaller houses, and some 
larger houses with up to 
60-foot lots.”

Land for rec. facilities
Continued from cover



2    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • LOCAL NEWS • AUGUST 23, 2003 AUGUST 23, 2003 • LOCAL NEWS • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  3

UPFRONT

VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE OF EVERYTHING  —  www.woolwichobserver.com — UPDATED EVERY FRIDAY AFTERNOON

 A life of its own
Conestogo man’s fascination with Volkswagens has seen hobby take over

Hefty fi nes considered 
for lawn watering

New offi ce space please

RICHARD VIVIAN

Smog advisory up
 to six this week

“Opportunity” knocks
for local residents

669.8282

friendly   effi cient  knowledgeable 

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed Sundays

YOUR COMMUNITY  YOUR PHARMACY

$13.49
Offer expires Aug 30

GLUCOSAMINE
500 mg. capsules
360 BONUS SIZE

Swiss Herbal Sale

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed Sundays

YOUR COMMUNITY 
GLUCOSAMINE

REG. PRICE $15.99

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s all about getting noticed on the 
road. 

“I’ve always liked to be a little differ-
ent. I like my car to turn a few heads,” 

said Volkswagen enthusiast and restora-
tionist Scott Dahmer. “They’re great little 
cars and you can do a lot with them.”

Dahmer is the owner/operator of Scott’s 
Unique Veehicles in Conestogo, where 
passerbys will often fi nd a vintage VW of 
one kind or another parked out front. 

“I told my neighbours I’d try and have 
every colour VW out here by the end of the 
year,” he jested. “I might just make it.”

Ever since high school, the local man, 39, 
has been obsessed with the little cars that 
won over the hearts of a generation. His love, 
however, was born by a chance purchase.

In his high school auto shop all the other 
students were working on their Camaros 
and muscle cars, but not Dahmer. All he 
wanted was a junker he could fi x up and 
race around his grandfather’s farm.

Enter a baby blue 1956 Beetle.
“I must have picked it up for less than $100,” 

he recalled. “You know, I sold the thing before 

I got it on the road. I worked on it all year.”
From there his love of VWs turned into 

more of a “hobby gone wrong.” The full-
time Waterloo fi refi ghter spends the bulk 
of his spare time labouring away in his 
garage, resurrecting car after car.

“People don’t realize how much work 
can go into a car. It can be quite a project 
just to fi nd the parts you need, let alone 
the work itself,” he explained. “But I just 
love it. I don’t get the time that I’d like to 
play with my toys.”

The biggest resource for Dahmer is the 
junk heap. To keep the parts as original as 
possible, he often takes two or three rusted 
out cars and combines the best parts from 
each into one working machine.

“I try and recycle as much as possible. A 
lot of people think I’m crazy for fi xing up 
some of the cars I have. They can start in 
pretty bad condition.

“Of course there are some that we retire 
to a much deserved grave.”

Though much of the 1990s, Dahmer 
concentrated on long-term restoration 
projects. He rented out his talents to bring 
“a heck of a lot” of VWs back to driving 
standard and beyond.

His work also took him on the race cir-

cuit across Canada and the United States, 
mostly working on the cars before and after 
races. During his racing and showing career 
– though he wouldn’t call it that – Dahmer 
has collected 44 trophies and had his cars 
featured in three American car magazines.

Having worked on so many cars – not all 
of which were his – it becomes somewhat 
of a chore to narrow it down to a favourite. 
But after pondering the thought for a few 
seconds, Dahmer said it boils down to his 
second 1956 Beetle, one he restored and 
raced in the early 1990s.

“There were faster cars, but that’s the one 
I wish I could have back. That car was good 
for just about anything I wanted it to do,” 
he said, adding he sold it off in pieces dur-
ing the early 1990s.

“I had a lot of money in that car and be-
tween working in the shop and my job, I 
just didn’t have the time to play with it.

“I miss that car. I spent every winter I had  
taking it apart and rebuilding my toy. I do 
a little something different to whatever I’m 
working on every year,” he said, adding he 
upgraded everything from the engine to 
suspension and exhaust.

“Last I heard, it (the engine) was in a car 
in Ohio. I haven’t seen it race though.”

Watering your lawn during a supply 
emergency may soon come with a hefty 
fi ne. Waterloo Region has applied to the 
Ministry of the Attorney General to set 
fi nes ranging between $150 and $225, 
depending on the severity of the emer-
gency, for those caught going against 
the water use bylaw. 
Ministry approval is required before 

fi nes can be issued.

Wellesley council passed a motion on 
Aug. 19 approving almost $8,000 worth 
of improvements to its municipal offi ces. 
Part of the monies will be used to up-

date the director of public works’ offi ce 
- $3,000 was budgeted for the work. 
The job, which includes some additional 
equipment, has been quoted at $3,200 
plus tax by Edwin S. Bauman. 
An additional $4,500 worth of equip-

ment was authorized for updates and 
equipment to the multifunctional offi ce 
for the planning and building, bylaw en-
forcement departments and the Mayor.
The monies for this equipment will be 

taken out of the township’s development 
charges fund.

As if the heat wasn’t enough, Waterloo 
region experienced its fi fth and sixth smog 
advisories this week – Aug. 20 and 21.
The advisory indicates a high level of 

ground-level ozone and microscopic 
particulate matter in the air that may 
be harmful to breath. Seniors, young 
children and those with respiratory 
illnesses are particularly vulnerable to 
adverse health affects when air pollut-
ants reach smog advisory levels.

Team building costs
Wellesley council agreed on Aug. 19 to 

pay fi refi ghters who are attending a se-
ries of meetings to review and revise the 
department’s Standard Operating Proce-
dures. Expected to require approximately 
90 man-hours of discussion amongst six 
men, the project will cost approximately 
$1,620. 

Snow put off again
Woolwich council this week again 

deferred a decision on clearing snow 
from sidewalks in St. Jacobs. Giving 
some weight to clearing the village’s 
key sidewalks, councillors want more 
information about costs from staff be-
fore making a decision. Meeting Aug. 
19, council defeated a motion by Coun. 
Mark Bauman that would have seen ser-
vices extended to major sidewalks.
Mayor Bill Strauss, breaking a 2-2 tie in 

votes, opposed the motion, citing oppo-
sition from residents, who face a small 
increase in taxes to fund the clearing.
“It’s a safety issue. It’s not an issue of 

how many want it – it is in fact a safety 
issue township-wide,” said Bauman in 
calling for the issue to return, possibly 
as early as next month.

PASSION Conestogo’s Scott Dahmer loves his VWs - passersby can usually see some of his handiwork, which currently includes this dune buggy and Karmann-Ghia
Woolwich residents facing bills from 

the township for various construction 
projects – the Arthur Street sewers in 
Elmira and water project along Wool-
wich Street in Breslau, for instance 
– got some good news about interest 
rates this week. Treasurer Dan Chap-
man informed councillors Aug. 19 that 
provincial money, in the form of Ontario 
Opportunity Bonds, would effectively 
cut interest rates for the municipally-
fi nanced work to three per cent. 
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A seven-year-old boy 
died in hospital 
Aug. 19, less than a 

day after he was struck by 
a motorcycle on Northfield 
Drive near Conestogo.

The collision happened 
shortly before 2 p.m. Aug 
18 when the boy, Jason 
Martin, tried to cross the 
road to catch up with a 
group of children wait-
ing on the other side, 
near Sugar Foot Place.

“His friends crossed, 
then a car came and he 
waited for it to go by. 
Once the car went, he 
went,” said Waterloo 
Regional Police spokes-
person Olaf Heinzel.

 “He started crossing 
the street and at the 
same time there was a 
farmer in a nearby field 
that called out to him, 
probably to get his at-
tention that there was a 
motorcycle coming. At 
that moment is when the 
accident occurred.”

The driver of the mo-
torcycle, 55, of Waterloo, 
attempted to swerve 
around Martin, but the 
boy turned to run off 
the road and ran into the 
motorcycle’s path.

Motorcycle collision 
claims seven-year-old

Conestogo-area youngster struck as he attempted to cross Northfield Drive

Paramedics worked to 
stabilize Martin before 
rushing him to Grand 
River Hospital. From 
there, he was airlifted to 
Sick Kids Hospital in To-
ronto, where he died early 
the following morning.

“The family was with 
him at the hospital,” said 
Heinzel.

Parents Cleeson and 
Naomi Martin were 
consoled by friends and 

family in their North-
field Drive home, just 
metres west of where the 
collision occurred.

The motorcycle driver 
received road rash to 
his right side when he 
swerved to avoid the col-
lision. He was treated 
and released from Grand 
River Hospital.

Police don’t expect to lay 
charges in the incident. 
According to witness 

reports, Heinzel said, the 
motorcycle driver wasn’t 
speeding and he hadn’t 
been drinking.

“It appears at this point, 
that there was nothing 
that he did incorrectly 
in terms of operating the 
motorcycle,” he noted.

Northfield Drive was 
closed between Line 86 
and Scotch Line Road for 
two hours while police 
investigated.

RICHARD VIVIAN

THANK YOU
To all those organizations and businesses
who helped make Elmira’s Street Dance

a GREAT SUCCESS!
• RIVERDALE TRUCKING & ELI MARTIN (For the stage)
• ELMIRA KIWANIS CLUB
• ELMIRA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
• WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS
• ELMIRA LIONS AND ELMIRA VENTURE COMPANY
   (Under Brian Soehner)
• TODD HALLISSEY & MELISSA CLIFFORD (Security)
• THE ELMIRA LEGION (Represented by Joe Vervoort
   and Mark Schieck)
• GOOD AUTO PARTS (For the tables)
• ELMIRA FIRE DEPARTMENT
• LARRY DEVITT & STAFF (For picnic tables, trash barrels,
   Porta-Potties and Fencing)
• MCKEE INDUSTRIES AND ROGER ALLAN
• DEBORAH WOLF (Of Woolwich Planning Department)
• SPILEK-WEISS ELECTRIC AND VINCE SPILEK
• LLOYD MERCY & JAMES ANTHONY AND THE
   MERCY BLUES
• ELMIRA IGA AND DOUG BOUCHER (For ice)
• JOHN LOGEL OF LOGEL RENOVATIONS
• TOO COOL REFRIGERATION & LARRY MACPHERSON
• ELMIRA PHOTO (For electricity for the band)
• LAZER VIDEO & HAROLD TAYLOR (For electricity
   for the Venture Company)
• ELMIRA JAYCEES (For two way radios & electrical cord)
• SNIDER BROS. FURNITURE (For power and water)

THANKS ALSO TO THE FOLLOWING MERCHANTS 
WHO DONATED PRIZES FOR OUR DRAWS:

Dreisinger Funeral 
  Home
Goliger’s Travel
Elmira Service Centre
Elmira Photo
Lazer Video
Schelter’s Stationery
Read’s Decorating
CH Soehner Insurance
Dreisinger Furniture
Frey Realty
Scrap Happy
Blooms & Tunes
Raphael’s Pizzeria
Reichard’s
Elmira Insurance
Snider Bros. Furniture
Curves
Classic Hair Design

Great Escape Eatery
Window Box
Pin Point Marketing
Dr. Bock
Bank of Montreal
Village Pet Food
Shopper’s Drug Mart
Royal Bank
Waterloo-Oxford Co-Op
Source For Sports
Elmira Meat Market
Elmira Independent
Elmira Home Hardware
Elmira IGA
Waterloo Quick Cuts
Stedman’s V&S
Coach House Realty
Martin Mills
Elmira Wellness Centre

The Goldsmith
W.C. Brown & Sons
The Wendy Tree
Canadian Dollar Store
Bert Martin Re/Max
Ken & Naomi Freiburger
Elmira Decorating
Woolwich Centre 
  Pharmacy
Taylor Bridal Boutique
Spilek-Weiss Electric
Dr. Paul Shutsa
Triangle Discount
Town Talk Fashions
CarQuest Auto Parts
Simone N.A. Peta
Hampton Street Dental
  Clinic - Dr. Pannu

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR NEXT YEAR’S DANCE:

AUGUST 7, 2004

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Services at a Cones-
togo church were 
moved to the park-

ing lot last weekend 
following a fire that like-
ly smoldered for hours 
before it was detected.

The fire – reported at 
4 a.m. Aug. 16 – torched 
the balcony and burned a 
hole in the floor of St. Mat-
thew Lutheran Church on 
Flax Mill Drive. Damages 
are estimated at $200,000, 
but that may rise as office 
equipment is cleaned and 
inspected.

“She (church) was 
tight, full of smoke and 
heat. She was a hot one. 
It was a smoldering fire 
that probably smoldered 
for two, three hours for 
sure,” Woolwich fire 
chief Earl Wideman said 
of the scene.

“We just caught it in 
time. It could have been 
a lot worse.”

The majority of dam-
ages had more to do 
with the smoke than 
the flames. Thick black 
smoke tarnished the 
chapel’s wooden pews, 
statues, walls and other 
decorative items. Those 

Services held outside after church fire
Heavy smoke damage in weekend blaze at St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

items will be cleaned up, 
refinished and returned 
to the church.

Fire doors prevented 
the smoke from filling 
the attached fellowship 
hall, office, kitchen and 
washrooms. 

Not wanting to cancel 
Sunday services, about 
120 church patrons 
moved services across 
the street to the church’s 
parking lot. A regular 
service, including com-
munion, was held.

“Our bishop came out 
and we had a wonderful 
grieving and uplifting 
service. It was very nice, 
meaningful service,” said 

church council chairper-
son Karen Reist.

“I think it was a very 
good showing.”

An investigation of 
the source of the fire is 
still underway, but early 
indications suggest it 
started in the wiring of 
the church’s organ, lo-
cated on the balcony, said 
Wideman.

“When it burned down 
through the bottom of the 
organ, it got down into 
the staircase and down 
through (the chapel),” 
the chief explained.

It’s unknown when ser-
vices will return to the 
chapel. In the meantime, 

services are expected to 
take place in the fellow-
ship hall.

“We’re trying to get 
it cleaned up so we can 
go in there, but if not, it 
(service) will be in the 
parking lot again,” said 
Reist. “We’ll bring our 
umbrellas (if necessary).”

Since the fire the 
church has received sev-
eral inquires from the 
community about the 
condition of the church 
bells, Reist added.

“They are fine. Once we 
are able to get to ringing 
them again, we’ll have 
them up as soon as pos-
sible.”

RICHARD VIVIAN

FATAL COLLISION Seven-year-old Jason Martin died in hospital Aug. 19 from massive head trauma he 
suffered when he was struck by a motorcycle on Northfield Drive the day before.

C L O S E D 
U N T I L 
FURTHER 
N O T I C E 
The chapel 
at St. 
M a t t h e w 
L u t h e r a n 
Church in 
Conestogo 
is closed 
p e n d i n g 
c l e a n u p 
e f f o r t s 
f o l l o w i n g 
a fire Aug. 
16.
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she said. 
Air conditioning and 

several lights at the 
company have also been 
nixed until the province 
lifts the state of emer-
gency.

“We’re not penalizing 
any employees (with the 
shutdown),” added Fer-
ris-White. “What we’re 
doing is finding them 
alternative work for 
those who work in build-
ings that are shut down. 
There’s always mainte-
nance to be done. 

“We’ve been finding it 
a pretty ordinary shut 
down.”

Pet food producers DLM 
Foods Canada Corp. of 
Elmira also cut produc-
tion, but said part of that 
is the aftermath of the 
mad-cow disease scare 
coming to surface.

The mixing plant cut 
one of its three shifts and 
reduced the amount of 
equipment it uses by one 
third, which means it’s 
been running at between 
50 and 60 per cent capac-
ity, said plant manager 
Paul Robbins.

Limiting the use of air 
conditioners and lights 
was the name of the game 
this week in St. Jacobs as 
Mercedes Corporation 
asked its tenants to pitch 
in and lower their energy 
consumption.

“We need a certain 
level of lighting for safety 
purposes, but there is 
obviously some addi-
tional lighting that can 
be turned off because it’s 
just spotlights people put 
on products, and things 
like that. Those throw a 
lot of heat too, so we’re en-
couraging people to turn 
those off,” said Vaughn 

Bender, property man-
ager for Mercedes. 

Mercedes owns seven 
properties throughout St. 
Jacobs, including the St. 
Jacobs Farmers Market, 
Waterloo Farmers Mar-
ket and St. Jacobs Outlet 
Mall.

The company further 
reduced its energy needs 
by completely eliminat-
ing the air conditioning 
at its King Street head 
office.

“We’re all a little hot, 
but we’re making due,” 
Bender said.

At the southern tip of the 
township, Breslau’s Safe-
ty Kleen is working at full 
capacity, but has reduced 
its energy consumption 
by 15 per cent. 

“The type of process 
that (we use), whether or 
not we’re at full capacity 
or reduced capacity, the 
electrical consumption 
is about the same,” ex-
plained facility manager 
Michael Puersten.

“The only thing that 
really goes up and down 
is our fuel consumption. 
It takes the same amount 
of pumps to run it at full 
capacity as it does when 
you’re cut back. All the 
equipment still has to 
run whether you’re run-
ning flat out or cut back.

“We’ve essentially done 
everything we can with-
out turning the place off 
completely.”

Several non-essential 
pumps and blowers have 
been shut down at the 
facility, as well as reduc-
tions to light and air 
conditioning use.

“We’ll continue to do 
what we need to do (to 
conserve energy) while 
the emergency is on,” 
said Puersten.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An elderly Floradale 
woman who was 
taken to hospital 

last week after more 
than two dozen sick cats 
were removed from her 
flea-invested home was 
released on Aug. 18 un-
der the care of her local 
minister. 

Violet Lichty was 
taken into Grand River 
Hospital on Aug.13 after 
animal patrol inspector 
Gary Boes arrived at her 
home to find Lichty and 
29 cats living inside the 
home, which was covered 
in cat feces and urine, 
and riddled with fleas.

Lichty is currently 
staying at Pilgrim’s Prov-
ident retirement home in 
Elmira while her house 
is cleaned up, explained 
Floradale pastor Fred 
Redekop, who has been 

“Cat lady” pondering options
Floradale woman released from hospital, officials working to cleanup house

assisting Lichty since she 
was released from hospi-
tal earlier this week.

A total of 29 cats and 
five kittens were removed 
from the home during 
a three-day period last 
week after responding to 
a neighbour’s concerns, 
Boes arrived to inspect 
Lichty’s home. The 
animals were found to 
be covered in fleas and 
sores. 

They were placed in the 
care of the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Humane Society.

Since then, two of 
the cats have been eu-
thanized, said Ward 
McAlister, manager of 
the Kitchen-Waterloo Hu-
mane Society, during an 
interview on Aug.19.

 “The cats are still here. 
We don’t know what the 
cat lady (Lichty) is going 
to do as far as reclaiming 
them,” he noted. “She 
can, but there would have 

to be some stipulations on 
it. As long as she meets 
our recommendations, 
we definitely would give 
the cats back to her.” 

Suspecting the cats 
may have leukemia and 
herpes, the humane so-
ciety is still deciding if 
further testing should 
be carried out, McAlister 
explained.

“The veterinarian feels, 
yes, there are some un-
derlying diseases these 
guys have, but without 
going into to some quite 
large expense” the so-
ciety has not decided 
whether to go ahead. 

“The key is expense,” he 
stressed. “That (testing) 
may be part of the order 
the inspector would [issue] 
to allow the cats to go.” 

Meanwhile Redekop is 
trying to organize the 
cleanup of the house at 
15 Main Street so that Li-
chty can return home. 

Redekop, who has power 
of attorney over Lichty, 
said he was not aware of 
the conditions inside the 
house.

“I was gone for two 
months on sabbatical so 
when I got back I hadn’t 
visited her yet, but the 
shape the house was in 

… it had gotten much 
worse very quickly,” said 
Redekop, adding that he 
had tried on several oc-
casion along with other 
neighbours to encourage 
Lichty to give up some of 
her cats. 

“I am her power of at-
torney but since she is 
of sound mind – accord-
ing to the hospital – she 
is making all her own 
decisions. I’m trying to 
counsel her, but she is 
making her own deci-
sions still,” explained 
Redekop.

“Many of the neighbours 
had said that she should 
get rid of some her cats, 
but she loves her cats. 
She’s a very independent 
person so she didn’t want 
to get rid of any of her 
cats,” he said, adding that 
the humane society had 
come to visit the home 
three years ago. 

Lichty’s desire to re-
main independent likely 
kept her from asking for 
help.

 “I think she wanted to 
do it by herself because 
she’s very independent. 
I don’t think she could 
see how bad it was get-
ting this summer. When 
I talked to the discharge 

person at the hospital, 
she said that she (Lichty) 
probably couldn’t see 
how bad it was getting 
– and then it just got out 
of control,” he said.

“She said it just got too 
much for her because she 
doesn’t walk well and she 
just couldn’t get to the 
litter boxes, and all that 
stuff, by the end.”

Redekop is not certain 
yet whether Lichty in-
tends to reclaim her cats. 

Still he noted, “she’s 
very angry because she’s 
lost her cats.”

Meanwhile neighbours, 
including Floradale fire 
chief Dennis Frey, have 
rallied together this past 
weekend, to cleanup the 
outside of the home, which 
was littered with wooden 
boards and garbage.

Under the advisement 
of the regional health de-
partment, a pest control 
company arrived on Aug.19 
to fumigate the home. 

Concerns had been 
raised as to whether the 
property may be a public 
health issue. According 
to Cathy Egan, director 
of environmental health, 
“it wasn’t affecting the 
public, per se.” 

Nonetheless, public 

health has advised neigh-
bours that they must not 
proceed with the clean-
ing inside the home.

“When we understood 
there were going to be 
people cleaning up, that 
exposed a whole bunch of 
people to that hazard and 
we were able to go out to 
make some recommenda-
tions,” noted Egan. 

“People need special 
protective equipment to 
go in there. It needs more 
than just a mop and a 
bucket,” she added.

“A restoration com-
pany has to come in and 
remove cat matter and 
things like that, and [fol-
low up] with a thorough 
cleaning and sanitizing 
of the premises.”

When that is completed 
“we have given direc-
tions she can return to 
the home.”

Not wishing to take the 
matter any further, the 
humane society will not 
be charging Lichty for 
her neglect of the cats.

“We have to look at the 
whole [reason] why this 
lady got into this, noted 
McAlister.

“Is it willful neglect? 
That’s a pretty tough one 
to get in court.”

Area making do
Continued from cover

120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA  669-2333              STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT 
AUGUST 23 - AUGUST 29, 2003

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PRESIDENT’S CHOICE & NO NAME PRODUCTS

   My 
Personal Choice 
                        

PRODUCT

100% SATISFACTION ON QUALITY AND PRICE

D
EL

I S
PE

CI
A

LS  $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

SPRINGER'S

KOLBASSA LOAF

PRIME RIB

STEAKS OR ROASTS  $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

SELBY'S, SPECIAL TRIM

SMOKED SIDE BACON $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

FAMILY PACK

PORK CHOPS  $2.29 lb. • 5.05 kg

COUNTRY

PORK RIBS  $2.29 lb. • 5.05 kg

 $5.49 lb. • 12.18 kg

FRESH

BANANAS
PRODUCT OF THE TROPICS

12 / $1.99

PRODUCE DEALS

OUR VERY OWN
WHOLE OR SLICED
POTATOES
(540ML CAN)

FRESH

LOCAL CORN
PRODUCT OF ONTARIO $4.99 lb. • 11.00 kg

NOAH MARTIN'S, SLICED

SUMMER SAUSAGE

BONELESS

CHICKEN BREASTS  $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

BEEF

STEAK TAILS  $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

OUR VERY OWN

MICROWAVE
POPCORN
(300G - ASSORTED)  $1.69ea.

 99¢
ea.

OUR VERY OWN

POTATO
CHIPS
(ASST VARIETY - 170G)  99¢

ea.

FRESH BAKED

 $1.59ea.

LOAF STYLE

PUMPERNICKEL BREAD

 $1.39ea.

LOAF STYLE

SOURDOUGH BREAD

 $1.19ea.

LOAF STYLE

CALABRESE BREAD

 $3.99ea.

ASSORTED VARIETY (12-20 PER BOX)

COOKIES

SELBY'S, SLICED

ASSORTED SALAMIS
 33¢

LB  • 73¢ KG
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from August 25 to August 30

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$2.29

Fresh Marinaded

ea.

Pork, Beef or 
Chicken Kabobs

$2.19

Pre-Cooked

lb.

Smoked Ball Park 
or Maple Sausages

$2.99

Sliced, Smoked

lb.

Side Bacon
$2.39

4 oz.

lb.

All Beef Burgers

$2.99

Cut to your liking...

lb.

Fresh Pork Chops

12x4oz - $5.99 ea. • 40x4oz - $19.99 ea.

$5.59

Cut to your liking...

lb.

Fresh Sirloin Steaks

1369 King St. St. Jacobs, UPPER LEVEL
664-1016

Summer 
Clearance

Buy ONE BRA,
get the second

(of equal or
lesser value) for 

1/2 PRICE!
(In stock only)

SPRING &
SUMMER

SLEEPWEAR

35-60% off
(on select items)

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Plans to restrict 
parking on Elmira’s 
Barnswallow Drive 

will go ahead despite pro-
tests from a resident and 
lack of support from one 
township councillor.

Meeting Aug. 19, coun-
cil formally ratified a 
plan that will ban park-
ing on the east side of 
Barnswallow between 
Eagle and First streets. 
Parking on the west side 
will be limited to one 
hour. Coun. Pat McLean 
opposed the new bylaw, 
seen as accommodating 
parking problems at the 
Leisureworld Caregiving 
Centre.

A township report tabled 
last week shows the bulk 
of the parking overflow 
happens at shift changes:  

Barnswallow Dr. parking 
restrictions now the law

Council approves plan, will monitor on-street parking near Leisureworld
employees arrive to find 
the parking lot full and 
opt to park on the road; 
later, when the previous 
shift’s employees have 
left, the parking lot has 
many vacant spaces.

“I do believe it’s Lei-
sureworld’s problem … 
this business has been 
in our town for three 
or four years, and they 
have a history of running 
these kinds of facilities 
in other parts of the prov-
ince; they must know and 
understand shift changes 
and they certainly have 
been unaware of the need 
for parking.

“They have not shown 
the willingness, from 
my perspective, to try to 
solve the problem.”

Neighbour Don Den-
stedt, meanwhile, 
suggested a complete ban 
of parking on the street, 

calling on Leisureworld 
to solve its own prob-
lem. Cars parked on the 
street, he added, reduce 
sightlines for passing 
drivers, making the 
street dangerous.

“There was a lack of 
foresight on the part of 
Leisureworld, since they 
assured council that 
there would be enough 
parking – the retirement 
home needs to own the 
problem, and solve it,” 
he said. “It’s truly sad 
that the town has to 
compromise safety in 
order to accommodate 
Leisureworld, who does 
not recognize the need 
and their community 
responsibility.

“You have shifted the 
problem to the police or by-
law people – the onus will 
be on them to enforce this 
decision. You have placed 

the problem on someone 
else – it should be placed 
squarely on the shoulders 
of Leisureworld.”

In that vein, Coun. 
Mark Bauman suggested 
tough enforcement of 
the parking restrictions 
to ensure Leisureworld 
employees don’t use the 
street for all-day park-
ing.

“Once this parking 
bylaw comes into effect, 
we should encourage our 
bylaw officer to make 
regular visits there be-
cause news will spread 
like wildfire through 
Leisureworld if some-
body’s given a ticket. 
I think that will do as 
much as anything to help 
our cause.”

With the bylaw now in 
force, the new rules will 
be enforced as soon as 
signs are erected.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A controversial plan 
to sever Kingwood 
farmland to form a 

building lot moved ahead 
at Wellesley council Aug. 
19 despite the concerns 
of neighbours who have 
opposed the application 
since it first came to 
council last year.

In anticipation of future 
growth, the Faith Men-
nonite Church is seeking 
approval for an Official 
Plan and zoning bylaw 
amendment to build a 
church on rural land. 
The property in question 
is currently owned by the 

Kingwood church 
plan moves ahead

Wellesley to look at severing ag. land to permit new home for congregation
township’s chief admin-
istrative officer, Susan 
Duke. 

The burgeoning church 
is looking for a suitable 
site for a new building 
to house its 300-member 
congregation, along with 
a parking lot and a ball 
diamond. 

The process dates 
back to a June 25, 2002, 
public meeting. The 
application was subse-
quently dropped after 
10 residents arrived in 
council chambers to 
oppose the plan. They 
voiced a variety of con-
cerns, including light 
pollution, increased traf-
fic and noise.

Having found no alter-
native sites, the church 
re-submitted its applica-
tion earlier this summer 
under the advisement 
of planning consultant 
Brian Shantz. 

If approved, the plan 
will require a land sev-
erance and an Official 
Plan review to bring it 
within the settlement 
limits of Kingwood. 
Duke is proposing to 
sell a 5.5-acre portion of 
her land, which would 
then be rezoned ‘intu-
itional’ so that the new 
church can be built. The 
remaining 32.67-acres of 
Duke’s property would 
remain under a ‘rural’ 

designation. The church 
group would be required 
to submit a lot severance 
application prior to pur-
chasing the land.

The official public meet-
ing to discuss the church’s 
second application was 
held in council chambers 
on Aug. 19. Marg Charles, 
the township’s part-time 
planner presided over 
the meeting. Duke was 
present, although she did 
not participate in the pro-
ceedings.

Two of the neighbours 
who originally opposed 
the plan returned to 
council chambers to 
voice their concerns. 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

This week’s an-
n o u n c e m e n t 
Woolwich will buy 

a portion of the Elmira 
Raceway lands as the site 
for future recreational 
development provided 
advocates of a new rec. 
complex with some mea-
sure of optimism.

Representatives of 
various sports groups, 
attending council to hear 
a report from director of 
recreation and facilities 
Larry Devitt, were on 
hand to hear news of the 

Land first step in rec. plan
Still a long way to go before Elmira sees new arena, pool

deal – the township has 
agreed to buy 6.22 acres 
of land from 1562772 On-
tario Inc. for $137,500.

Led by Paul Bossenber-
ry of the Woolwich Minor 
Hockey Association, rep-
resentatives of arena, 
pool and rec. centre user 
groups came out Aug. 19 
to hear Devitt’s response 
to questions posed at a 
July council meeting. 
The organizations are 
chafing at township 
plans to put off building 
a new pool and arena 
in Elmira for 10 and 14 
years respectively.

While supportive of 

the move, Bossenberry 
was cautious about how 
the deal would affect the 
timeline.

“I hope the lands that 
we’re purchasing are suf-
ficient for our needs.”

For Devitt, however, 
the land purchase is just 
a first step – many more 
factors must be dealt 
with before new facilities 
become a reality, what-
ever the timing, he said 
Aug. 20, adding that the 
new land, joined with the 
existing Elmira Arena, 
gives the township some 
eight acres. The existing 
pool on the other side of 

Snyder Avenue also rep-
resents space available to 
the township.

Devitt’s next move is to 
strike an implementation 
committee for the new 
rec. committees. A report 
is expected when council 
meets Sept. 2.

Mayor Bill Strauss said 
the land deal should help 
the user groups under-
stand the township is 
moving forward with its 
recreation master plan.

“This day is one I’ve 
been looking forward to 
for a long time, because 
I’ve heard the requests 
that we need more land 

around the arena,” he 
said following the an-
nouncement.

“I think this is the 
start of the vision that 
council has, in terms of 
the acquisition of these 
lands, and make possible 
an expanded recreation 
facility,” added Coun. 
Mark Bauman.

The recreation possi-
bilities were at the heart 
of talks about the future 
of the Elmira Raceway 
lands, said developer 
Tony Zeitler.

“We are very happy that 

we came to this conclu-
sion. From the day we got 
involved in this project, 
we always had in mind 
the situation, that [we] 
and the township would 
have to come together to 
create a future as far as 
recreation needs are con-
cerned for the Township 
of Woolwich, and particu-
larly Elmira,” he said.

“We’re going to do ev-
erything to make this 
project, as a whole, beau-
tiful, something that we 
can all be proud of in the 
future.”

 See NEIGHBOURS page 28
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MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

the bad,

& the ugly

The events surrounding last week’s pet-rescue 
at a Floradale home, and the aftereffects on 
the elderly resident there, are a clear example 
of a balancing act. On the one hand, you have 

an older woman attempting to maintain her indepen-
dence – a growing issue in our aging society. On the 
other, you have officials on the lookout for animal 
welfare and public health.

This story saw neighbours trying to help Violet 
Lichty stay in her home, despite what some saw as “ec-
centric” behaviour, notably the collection of dozens of 
cats – perhaps some pet therapy gone out of control. 
But struggling to look after herself, she had trouble 
maintaining the health of the cats, not to mention the 
potential impact on her own health as conditions de-
graded inside the house.

Because of her status, however, the neglect of the 
animals was perhaps permitted to go longer than 
might have been the case under other circumstances. 
With the animals in the care of the humane society, 
and the Floradale woman in a nearby retirement 
home, at least for now, someone is going to make some 
hard choices about their future – exactly the kind of 
choices that others face today and that more of us will 
undoubtedly face in the future. 

» Deal gets ball rolling
Woolwich’s plan to purchase 
a part of the raceway lands is 
welcome news, but only the first 
step in a long process. Hopefully, 
this will energize efforts to raise 
awareness, and dollars, in the 
community to allow for a new rec. 
complex ASAP.

» On-farm hazards
Two local farm families are 
grieving the loss this week of 
two young boys. Both deaths 
were accidental, but the on-
farm incident was perhaps more 
preventable, even in a culture 
where having a six-year-old help 
out is a daily practice.

This ain’t nothin’ after the war

 She loves her cats. She’s a very independent person, 
so she didn’t want to get rid of her cats

Floradale pastor Fred Redekop on Violet Lichty’s plans to return to her home.

» Heat takes a toll
As this area copes with 
conserving electricity, some 
10,000 people are believed to 
have died in France alone in the 
wake of a blistering heatwave 
across much of Europe - an 
unimaginable crisis.

‘Cat lady’ example
of time to come

We’re not out 
of the dark yet

I’m guessin’ that big 
blackout we had last 
week messed up more 

than a few folks who don’t 
have a clue about what to 
do. I saw more than a few 
folks who figured the 
world was comin’ to an 
end, or other such non-
sense, on account of the 
hydro being down for a 
few hours.

I ain’t sayin’ I was none 
put out by the cock up, but 
I seen plenty of blackouts 
in my time and I wasn’t 
concerned about being 
in the dark for too long. 
Some folks was runnin’ 
around buyin’ up water 
and batteries and lining 
up for gas like it was the 
apocalypse – but I figure 
most people just didn’t 
know what to do with 
themselves, especially 
the kids who couldn’t sit 
in front of the TV or play 
with them video games. 
And I reckon the parents 
had more use for the bat-
teries than letting the 
kids power-up their toys 
(why is that so many of 
them take batteries? In 
my day, you made your 
own toys work).

Anyway, like I was say-
ing, we didn’t have no TV 
or other fancy electrical 
gadgets when I was a boy 

– heck, we even had an 
icebox with nothing to 
plug in. And there was 
plenty of times when the 
power wasn’t so good. We 
always managed, includ-
ing making our own fun.

I hear some folks is whin-
in’ now about having to 
turn off the air condition-
ing and watch how much 
water they use – I got just 
one thing to say about 
that: WWII. Folks back 
then had it plenty tougher 
and there was a lot more 
rationing going on. It’s 
time to suck it up and take 
one for the country.
SERVICE WOULD DO GOOD
Speaking of the big war 

– and kids who can’t cope 
with nothing – it was 
good to read about the 
St. Clements lad who’s 
got it in mind to serve 
his country. Having 
gone through some basic 
survival drills, he wasn’t 
too put off by the power 
outage, to my thinking 
anyway.

On top of being a cadet, 
he wants to join up in 
the army when he’s old 

enough – there’s a kid 
who’s got his head on 
straight. I wish more 
kids would be willing to 
follow that example. Ac-
tually, I figure we should 
have some sort of manda-
tory service for all the 
youngsters – it might 
make ‘em into better 
citizens.

I know the lefties would 
be cryin’ a river over 
that one, but even some 
of them socialist coun-
tries over in Europe 
think it’s a good idea that 
their young men spend a 
year or two giving back 
to their country.  All I 
know is that it sure as 
hell wouldn’t hurt. Now 
all we need is for that 
security-hating govern-
ment of ours to make our 
defence a priority once 
again instead of wasting 
billions on gun registries 
and gay marriages.
A CASE OF CAT OWNERSHIP 

GONE REALLY BAD
I ain’t particularly 

fond of cats, as a rule, 
but them goings-on in 
Floradale seemed more 

than a bit disturbin’. How 
is that some woman can 
go on living like that for 
so many years without 
somebody steppin’ in and 
looking after the situa-
tion? I mean, even if you 
ain’t concerned about 
the cats – I figure there’s 
more than a few who are 
up in arms about them 
– that woman certainly 
needed some tending to.

Come to think of it, it’s 
folks that let their cats 
get the run of the place 
that’s put me off the crit-
ters in the first place. 
Those that read here 
every week know I got is-
sues with the neighbours 
lettin’ their cats out to do 
their business in my gar-
den, rip up my plants and 
kill the birds. But they’re 
just dumb animals doing 
what comes natural – it’s 
the owners who should 
be keeping their cats in-
doors and under control. 

I guess that woman in 
Floradale was just a case 
of bad ownership gone 
real bad. From what I 
read, she got the worst of 
it, living in a bigger mess 
than what the neigh-
bours had to deal with on 
account of all them cats. 
I’m getting itchy just 
thinkin’ of all them fleas.

For the better part of a day, many local resi-
dents discovered what life is like for a certain 
segment of their neighbours, namely the horse-

and-buggy crowd. Not surprisingly, we didn’t much 
like it.

Actually, most of us were much worse off than the 
old-orders: we’re not used to life without electricity 
– either mentally or physically – and precious few of 
us have a generator we can count on.

The massive power outage served as an in-your-
face reminder of just how dependent we are on the 
electrical grid – the very same one many, including 
this space, have been chastising the provincial gov-
ernment for, given it’s ideological-driven efforts to 
squander the legacy of Ontario Hydro.

On a more positive note, we coped reasonably well 
with the adversity, “we” meaning both locally and in 
areas throughout the affected region – even residents 
of New York City were remarkably well behaved, 
certainly much more so than in previous widespread 
power failures. That was likely the result of the 
shared experience of Sept. 11, a sentiment that may 
have influenced the behaviour on both sides of the 
border.

That said, there was some overreaction, especially 
on the part of those who seemed to link the outages 
with some post-apocalyptic scenario as they made 
mad rushes on bottled water, batteries and gasoline 
– fueling the greed of the leeches who insisted on 
price-gouging in a moment of need. (As an aside, the 
authorities might want to look into those gas retail-
ers who jacked the price up to a buck-a-litre or more. 
While they’re at it, they might want to do something 
concrete about the it’s-not-collusion-it’s-coincidence 
argument in the gasoline industry.)

Here in Woolwich and Wellesley, life seemed to go 
on relatively smoothly, both during the blackout 
and in its immediate aftermath, as witnessed in 
this week’s accounts of local events, including the 
Elmira Country Fair and the fundraising rodeo near 
Maryhill.

Go ahead and give yourself a pat on the back, per-
haps celebrating with a nice, cold beverage to keep 
cool because you are, of course, keeping the air condi-
tioning off for the time being.
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MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

“Bull riding. I used to do it 
– it’s a big challenge and 
it’s nice to see another 
rider make the ride.”

“What’s your
favourite part
of the rodeo?”

Roughing it in the great outdoors

“Breakaway roping because 
I do it.”

“Calf roping, because they 
catch the calves with the 
rope.”

“I like the bulls they are 
wild and they run really 
fast and their back legs 
go up.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

»John Moore »Krista Foxall »Joshua Keating »Maria Allcea

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE... THE MORE THEY STAY THE SAME.

Neighbours not blind 
to cat issue, chose to 
be Good Samaritans

Everyone to blame
for poor cat care

Summertime is 
when you get re-
acquainted with 

Mother Nature. But I still 
haven’t been able to quite 
figure out the joy of car-
rying a heavy backpack 
anywhere aboard a bus, 

train or plane, and then 
go dragging it around 
in what is commonly 
called The Great Out-
doors – which is really 
the habitat of all kinds 
of ugly things that crawl, 
fly, leap, bite and sting. 

Add to this the strong 
possibility that if you do 
manage to get to sleep, 
you might be awakened 
by the sound of thousands 
of tiny chainsaws buzz-
ing around your body. A 
friend of mine uses strips 
of duct tape and hangs 
them up like fly paper to 
catch these fiends.

How about horseback 
riding? Sitting on top of 
a sweaty, smelly beast 
of burden whose IQ 
compares closely to that 
of oak tree bark, while 
bouncing along some 
precarious mountain 
trail where you see only 
the rears of those further 
up the line, is not my idea 
of what to do on vaca-
tion.

 Fishing is another 
thing in which many 

vacationers participate. 
But I can’t figure out why 
anyone in their right 
mind would get out of 
their comfortable tent 
at 5 a.m. and stand for 
endless hours in a fast-
flowing stream, wearing 
long rubber diapers, hop-
ing that the stick with 
the string on the end, 
through which he has 
skewered a worm on a 
hook, will suddenly bend 
and the fight will be on. 

Sailing brings with it 
the joys of living aboard 
something that is 46 feet 
long and houses seven 
other adults for a week 
or two sharing every-
thing, including the one 
bathroom. Add to this 
rope burn, windburn and 
sunburn, and collecting 
seashells, bruises and 

cuts, fearing storms that 
could test your ability to 
swim more than one lap 
in the pool, and you have 
sworn me off sailing for-
ever.

Golfing is another sport 
that some folks do for an 
entire week or two while 
on vacation. Hitting a 
little white ball as far as 
you can, riding in a golf 
cart to where you think 
it landed, not being able 
to find it in the rough, 
swearing – inwardly 
at first – then getting a 
brand new ball from the 
golf bag only to lose it in 
the water. Why anyone 
with brains would spend 
an entire week or two 
doing this is beyond my 
comprehension.

Going on a safari in the 
jungles of South America 
may sound appealing to 
you. Canoeing in jungle 
streams teeming with 
piranha, keeping a look-
out for boa constrictors, 
shaking scorpions out of 

your shoes each morning 
and being mindful of jag-
uars and tigers makes me 
veto the safari vacation 
plans as well.

The ad for the ideal va-
cation of a lifetime would 
read something like this: 
includes a free airline 
tickets for two to any 
place that Air Canada 
flies, three weeks at the 
hotel of your choice, 15 
meal vouchers at $20 
each, all yours for a sub-
scription to Air Travel 
magazine for two years. 
The subscription cost 
would be $200 – “hidden” 
in the small print near 
the end of the ad.

So what is left for my 
vacation? From my side 
of the dam, perhaps I’ll 
just sit in my rocker on 
my front porch, close to 
the refrigerated lemon-
ade, find a good mystery 
book to read, not worry-
ing about anything in the 
world. That sounds about 
like the best plan yet.

To the Editor,
I feel compelled to write 

in response to your cover 
story (Sick cats rescued 
in Floradale home raid, 
Observer, Aug 16.)

I too am an animal 
lover, especially our feline 
friends. I suspect this com-
passionate lady is elderly, 
with a limited number of 
family and she has taken 
in (out of the kindness of 
her heart) stray cats. We 
may never know the mea-
sure of love that each gave 
to each other. 

She felt like this was help-
ing and because there are 
so many strays, the situa-
tion got out of control. It 
may be neglect, but cer-
tainly not abuse. Just look 
at the puppy mills of some 
local farmers, and a dog 
compound east of Elmira 
– these are situations of 
abuse.

I blame the community 
and township for not being 
able or willing to fund for 
proper care and interven-
ing for these animals. 
Insensitive people drop 
off their animals all over 
the place and would never 

To the Editor,
Following the death of 

her husband, a deter-
mined woman chose to 
continue living on her 
own. She surrounded 
herself with a few good 
feline friends. Her house 
was spotless and her pets 
extremely well cared for. 
Her neighbours visited 
and cared for this woman 
as good neighbours do, 
giving of their time and 
energy to do only what 
she would allow them to 
do. They demonstrated 
a genuine concern for 
another human being liv-
ing in their midst.

On Aug. 13, a situation 
which probably needed 
to reach a crisis point in 
order to be resolved, came 
to that very point. This 
woman, now more elderly 
and indeed much more 
determined to live her 

own way, despite many 
attempts over the past 
years to instill changes in 
her lifestyle, continued to 
do so, requiring a consid-
erable amount of force by 
the officials to remove her 
from her home.

The “Blind Eye” sce-
nario as eluded to at the 
end of your coverage of 
this unfortunate story 
last week (Observer, Aug. 
16), just doesn’t fit here. 
The real story in the 
Village of Floradale, as 
I experience it daily, is 
one called the “Good Sa-
maritan.” As neighbours, 
the people here live with 
their eyes wide open to 
opportunities to help oth-
ers such as this woman 
when they see a need, 
and they selflessly act on 
those needs. 

Thank you Floradale for 
being the caring commu-
nity that you are.

Jane Greenwood
Floradale

consider spaying or neu-
tering them. These same 
irresponsible individuals 
point fingers when a situ-
ation like this arises. Your 
cover story should have 
read: Community stand 
up to the plate: 

1) Be responsible animal 
owners, spay and neuter 
your pets;

 2) Don’t drop off your 
unwanted animals so that 
some compassionate per-
son has to take them in; 

3) Make some phone 
calls to your MPP and lo-
cal council members and 
encourage control of this 
situation;

4) Veterinarians could 
provide a discounted 
service to control this 
problem. There are 100 vet 
students who could help 
out and get practice each 
and every week. They al-
ready spay cats, but not to 
the degree of intervention 
needed.

In closing, yes this was an 
unfortunate incident, but 
we shouldn’t condemn this 
elderly citizen, we need to 
look at ourselves. Stand up 
and be counted and help 
put programs in place.

Doreen Forsyth
Elmira
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

Power outage = out of power
A lot of things were 

delayed by Aug. 
14’s massive 

power outage: baseball 
games, shopping trips 
… the long-anticipated 
Ontario election (and 
not just because Ernie 
Eves had been scheduled 
to be nominated in his 
riding on the night that 
the lights went out). Un-
less Eves has a penchant 
for committing political 
suicide, the chances of 
Ontarians going to the 
polls this fall now range 
from slim to none.

I’ve heard several com-
mentators say that it’s 
unfair, or even “oppor-
tunistic” to blame the 
Ontario government for a 
power failure so massive 
in nature – especially 
when it appears to have 
originated on the Ameri-
can side of Lake Erie. 
But, let’s be realistic. The 
fact is that the deregula-
tion policies that are 
clearly to blame for the 
failure of the electricity 
grid are only a few more 
years advanced in the 
United States than they 
are in Ontario. It could 
have started here. The 
next one just might start 
here if we don’t change 
our policy direction.

Ontario NDP leader 
Howard Hampton didn’t 
start talking about pub-
lic power when the grid 

failed; he’d been talking 
about the issue for years. 
He’s been as consistent 
as he has been forceful. 
He’s written a compel-
ling book on the subject. 
His party’s campaign is 
based on a slogan that 
grew out of the campaign 
to save the public hydro 
system. 

Cries of opportunism 
just don’t wash. 

In fact, if ever there was 
a time that a politician 
had earned the right to 
be heard on an issue, it 
is this politician on this 
issue. In a media release 
distributed on Aug. 15, 
Hampton noted that 
“the Conservatives and 
Liberals have been play-
ing a risky game with 
our hydro system – and 
now it’s collapsing like 
a house of cards. The 
blackout demonstrates 
the public power system 
Ontarians have built 
together over the last 100 
years is more essential 
today than ever. It’s too 
essential to be put in the 
hands of companies that 
put profi t before reliabil-
ity.” 

Writing in The Toronto 
Star, Hampton suggested 
that we “not blame the 
Americans for the eco-
nomic damage and great 
inconvenience suffered 
here. Ontario’s portion of 
the blackout originated 

at Queen’s Park eight 
years ago, with two 
decisions made by the 
new Conservative gov-
ernment. The fi rst was 
a commitment to even-
tually deregulate our 
electricity marketplace 
and privatize Ontario 
Hydro in order to follow 
the Americans into a 
fully market-based, pri-
vate-sector, profi t-driven 
electricity system. The 
second decision was to 
cancel all the energy ef-
fi ciency programs put in 
place by the NDP govern-
ment during the previous 
four years. 

“After all, the Con-
servatives reasoned, 
private power suppliers 
want to sell more, not 
less, energy. Continuing 
those energy effi ciency 
programs would have de-
pressed the market value 
of Ontario Hydro’s gener-
ating assets to potential 
private sector buyers. 
The Conservatives were 
hoping to scoop billions 
of dollars by selling off 
our electricity system 
and use the money to 
fi nance even deeper tax 
cuts.”

Hampton goes on to 

say that “at 4:10 p.m. 
Thursday, these fateful 
decisions came home to 
roost. Ontario has not 
had enough domestic 
generating capacity to 
meet peak summer and 
winter demand for more 
than fi ve years and was 
unavoidably importing 
about 2,000 megawatts 
from New York at the 
time of the U.S. system 
failure. Because of this 
chronic dependence on 
imported power – which 
has at times reached over 
4,000 megawatts – Ontar-
io’s transmission grid got 

caught up in the cascade 
of blackouts that rippled 
across the northeastern 
part of the continent in a 
mere nine seconds.”

In 1999, David Nevius of 
the North American Elec-
tric Reliability Council 
told a congressional com-
mittee hearing that the 
competitive system was 
the cause of the compara-
tively minor blackouts 
that the U.S. was then 
experiencing.

“We may not be able 
much longer to keep the 
interstate electricity 
grids operating reliably. 
[It used to be that] trans-
mission system users and 
operators co-operated 
voluntarily to ensure re-
liability. Now, however, 
they are competitors and 

don’t have the same in-
centives to co-operate.”

Events like those that 
occurred last week may 
well give producers the 
incentive to co-operate 
– or they may give gov-
ernments the incentive 
to force them to co-oper-
ate. Certainly, Eves and 
Energy Minister John 
Baird have seen the 
light (or lack thereof) 
regarding the need for 
conservation to avoid 
further outages. Consid-
ering their government’s 
earlier decision to cancel 
conservation programs 
that were destined to 
reduce demand by up 
to one-third, this is too 
little, too late. Indeed, 
you could even call it “op-
portunism.”

Same-sex marriage 
not Arnott’s concern

BRINGING “HAUTE
COUTURE” ABROAD

MARTIN MERLIHAN
THE LOUVRE
PARIS, FRANCE

While attending a weekend convention with EF Tours 
at the end of July, Martin rested in the famous glass 
pyramid at the Louvre. Not wanting to settle for the 
boring “high art” at the famous Paris museum, Martin 
decided to introduce the French to some REAL art 
from back home, his Woolwich Observer. Appreciated 
for fi ne style the world over.

To the Editor,
On the news, cameras 

caught pictures of the 
Liberal MPs tootling 
around a golf course in 
North Bay on their elec-
tric golf carts.  Funny 
how we are supposed to 
curtail use of electricity 

Carts not in keeping 
with conservation

but those who should be 
setting an example can 
frolic on the golf course 
in these cars. 

The saying “Do as I say, 
not as I do” is alive and 
well. So much for con-
servation and the Kyoto 
Accord, eh?

Rebecca Gingrich 
Princeton, ON

To the Editor,
Ted Arnott appears 

so afraid of his govern-
ment’s upcoming defeat 
that he can’t focus on the 
issues that matter most 
in Ontario politics. He’s 
trying to raise a big stink 
about the same-sex mar-
riage issue, something 
that is totally irrelevant 
to his job as an MPP, and 
is avoiding discussing 
the real problems On-
tario is experiencing.

Scattered local op-
position to same-sex 
marriages seems to have 
provided for Ted an op-
portunity to score some 
desperately needed politi-
cal points. Unfortunately, 
he is jumping on a matter 
in which he has no exper-
tise or jurisdiction.

This is strictly a federal 

concern, and whatever 
the result of Ottawa’s leg-
islation, the provinces 
will be obligated to obey 
it, regardless of Ted 
Arnott’s position.

Maybe Arnott should 
be explaining to the 
constituents of Water-
loo-Wellington why his 
government has clumsily 
landed us into a multi-
billion dollar defi cit, 
let our provincial debt 
skyrocket, and damaged 
our vital health-care 
and education systems, 
all while letting our en-
vironment go down the 
drain.  

Sorry, Mr. Arnott, but 
we know that your claim 
that the courts will force 
churches to perform 
same-sex marriages is 
just empty rhetoric and 
fear-mongering aimed 
at securing votes in the 

upcoming election.
The federal govern-

ment has made it clear, 
time and time again, 
that they will ensure 
that no church will 
ever be forced to per-
form any ceremony it 
does not sanction, not 
unlike how Catholic 
churches are already 
not required to marry 
divorced people.

I suggest that Mr. 
Arnott concentrate on 
accounting for his own 
government’s dismal 
record rather than 
announcing and re-an-
nouncing his stances 
on issues that are way 
outside of his and his gov-
ernment’s jurisdiction. 
Give us some representa-
tion at Queen’s Park, for 
once.

Mark Johnson
Elmira 

Quality, not quantity 
is life’s top factor

To the Editor,
Life is hazardous to 

your health and society 
at large.

If it isn’t abusing our chil-
dren by letting them ride 
school buses and breathe 
toxic fumes, it’s treating 
them to an ice cream cone, 
a major source of fat with 
all of its risks like hyper-
tension and heart disease.

Even a few weeks of 
R&R at the beach, recent 
research shows, can result 
in as much as a 20-point 
drop in our I.Q. and that’s 
not even citing the obvious 
like drunk drivers who 
kill four Canadians daily.

Despite the minefi elds 
lurking around every cor-
ner, our life expectancy 
continues to soar, thanks 
to medical science that 
has a pill for every ail-
ment and a spa for every 
ache. A visit to a nursing 
home,  where many are in 
their nineties and a sur-
prising number beyond 
the century mark, should 
raise questions about the 
wisdom of extending life 
when it’s obvious that 
quality has taken a back-

seat to quantity.
The golden age of retire-

ment is a cruel, painful 
joke where the aged 
resemble the product 
of a construction crew, 
with new joints and car-
diac plumbing. But the 
greater threat to our well-
being is the fi scal one as 
an increasingly smaller 
number of employed 
shoulder the load of pro-
viding pension for the 
glut of boomers soon to 
draw CPP and old-age pen-
sions. Payroll deductions 
will fl y off the scale and 
governments will suspend 
mandatory retirement for 
work-until-you-drop ap-
proach. Our health-care 
system will collapse, as 
it’s already crying out for 
more money. 

Man will reap a grim 

harvest from insisting on 
fi ddling with the controls. 
Research, driven by the 
multi-billion-dollar drug 
industry, must play god to 
keep the funding coming as 
we, the naive public, stand 
on the sidelines cheering 
for a future including 
cloning and genetic engi-
neering. Technology exists 
to empty our prisons by 
weeding out those unborn 
who might have a criminal 
leaning and adjusting their 
genetic make-up.

The real measure of 
progress is counted in 
improved quality of life 
and not in quantity, proof 
of which can be found 
in nursing homes where 
grin-and-bear-it is the or-
der of the day.

Jim Newton
New Dundee
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Competition is tough for jobs at the new Grand River Raceway slots 
facility. More than 1,000 applicants took part in the organization’s job 
fair Aug. 9 and 10 in Elora. Applicants are competing for approximately 
140 full- and part-time jobs.

If Ontario’s rolling blackouts continue into next week, Canada’s econo-
my could take a beating, bringing it dangerously close to a recession, TD 
Bank’s chief economist Don Drummond warned this week. He worried 
that continued lower production numbers would harm the economy.
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Woolwich’s building activity report for July, released this week, shows 
the township issued 47 building permits, with a total construction-dollar 
value of $3,261,000. The July figures bring the year-to-date totals to 218 
permits for construction valued at $21,094,382.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Looking to consolidate 
its operations, Steed 
and Evans Ltd. is pre-
paring to move its head 

office from Kitchener to Heidel-
berg, the site of its gravel pit.

The company currently leases 
office space at 300 Bridge St. E. 
in Kitchener, on the cusp of 
Woolwich Township. That land 
is now for sale, and the Bridge-
port site will likely be affected 
by the new Highway 7 develop-
ment between Kitchener and 
Guelph, prompting Steed and 
Evans to find alternative office 
space. 

The company is planning 
to utilize land it already 
owns at the gravel pit at the 
intersection of Kressler and 
Hawkesville roads outside of 
Heidelberg – a plan applauded 
by Wellesley council when it 
was tabled for discussion ear-
lier this month.

Mayor Doug Bergman was 
particularly pleased with the 

S&E Heidelberg bound
Move will allow consolidation of head office, gravel pit for construction company

project, which is expected to 
generate more industrial tax 
revenue for the township. 

“This is nothing but a win-
win situation,” said Bergman, 
in speaking to his desire to 
encourage industry to the 
township.

Malcolm Matheson, Steed 
and Evans’ vice-president 
(materials), seconded those 
sentiments. 

“It will be a real shot in the 
arm for the township,” and the 
company, he said during an 
interview on Aug. 18.  “There 
will be a lot of efficiencies to be 
gained,” he added, in speaking 
to the move, which is expected 
to take place within the next 
few years. 

“In essence a lot of our opera-
tion is already in Heidelberg; 
we have a shop there, and all 
our heavy equipment.” 

The Heidelberg pit is Steed 
and Evans’ main supply of 
aggregate and provides ap-
proximately 60 per cent of the 
products used in the company’s 
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Wealth and weights: pain, gain & long-term goals
So I joined the YMCA 

this week. The rea-
son? I’m starting to 

see a potential problem 
down the road because 
my current priorities don’t 
include looking after my 
health properly. My wife 
says I look fine, and actu-
ally sounds sincere, but 
personally, I could drop 
25 pounds and still be a 
solid fellow. Anyway, my 
current lifestyle includes 
work, writing and wrong 
food choices and if I keep 
this up, I’ll gain 10-20 
pounds per year easy. The 
turning point was that 
I didn’t like my current 
path and something had to 
change.  

When I went into the gym, 
everybody looked at me 
(or so I thought) and gave 
me looks like “it must be 
rough to be you” or “Wow, 
I look great compared to 

that guy.” I’m not really 
intimidated that much, 
but these are young adults 
who have metabolism in 
their corner.  

Well, I started lifting 
some very heavy metallic 
discs (about a quarter of 
what I used to) and the next 
day I couldn’t sneeze with-
out passing out from the 
pain. That was two weeks 
ago, and although I haven’t 
seen noticeable gains, I feel 
better because I know I’m 
doing something to accom-
plish my goal.

Investing over the past 
three years has been no 
different. We were all do-
ing great until March 2000, 
with youthful vigor on 
our side, but then things 
slowed down and went 
from bad to worse.  It’s 
been three long years, we 
haven’t seen gains, and 
setbacks and discourage-

ment have undermined 
us. Well, we’ve all had our 
goals and dreams dashed 
on the rocks of reality be-
fore and for those who are 
relying on the markets or 
brokers or anyone else to 
make it all better, it could 
be another two or three 
years for those dismal 
returns to correct them-
selves. However, for those 
who want to accomplish 
their goals, financially or 
physically, it’s focusing on 
the goal that counts, not on 
the task.  

One of the most success-
ful investors I’ve met is a 

local turkey farmer, who 
over the past three years 
has invested his money 
when he had it, not when he 
thought the markets would 
benefit him the most. He 
has consistently dribbled 
money into the markets 
over the past three years 
and is down one or two per 
cent compared to portfo-
lios that have dropped 25 
per cent or more. 

Why am I bragging about 
an individual who has lost 
money over the past three 
years? Because he’s not 
worried about the short-
term task, he’s thinking 

about his long-term goal. 
History has proven time 
and time again that these 
are the most successful 
investors.

When his funds were 
down 10 per cent, he’d dol-
lar-cost average down and 
help his portfolio out by 
buying lower (a familiar 
slogan). Just by adding 
more capital he cut his 
losses in half. When that 
money went down, he 
bought more.  When the 
trillions of dollars are re-
invested into the markets, 
who do you think will be 
well positioned to reap 
some terrific gains?

For those investors who 
did invest at the ‘wrong’ 
time and cannot add more 
capital, all is not lost. The 
markets are continuing to 
improve and funds should 
return to their previous 
levels … it’s just going to 

take longer.
There are a lot of indi-

viduals and corporations 
we can blame over the 
past few years, but we are 
responsible for what we do 
with our current situation 
and how will we change it. 
For myself, I will continue 
to sweat as an oldie, regard-
less of the weird looks I get, 
just as I continue to invest 
when I have the money. 
When a fund is down, I put 
more money into it until 
I squeeze a profit from it. 
There are of course, excep-
tions, but for the most part, 
all the funds I’ve invested 
in are within the top 10 per 
cent since inception, and I 
will continue to use them 
and help them until they 
pay off.

So, are you focusing on 
the short-term pain, or 
patiently awaiting your 
long-term gains?

JOANNE PEACH

ON THE MOVE Steed and Evans vice-president Malcolm Matheson checks out the Heidelberg gravel pit, soon to be home to 
the company’s head office, currently located in Kitchener.

Job seekers looking for a slot in Elora Hydro woes may lead to recession Woolwich continues to build
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construction ventures.
The move will also 

eliminate some of the 
company’s truck traffic, 
which has long been a 
source of discontent for 
residents living in and 
around Heidelberg.

Right now, trucks leaving 
the Bridgeport location 
are making an additional 
trip from Kitchener to 
Heidelberg, explained 
Matheson.  

“Often times in the morn-
ing there would be trucks 
leaving this facility to go 
to Heidelberg to get loaded 
with gravel and asphalt, 
so we will eliminate a lot 
of that dead-head travel 
and it will eliminate some 
traffic.”  

Approaching its 50th 
anniversary, the employee-
owned company has much 
to celebrate, said Matheson, 
adding that similar compa-
nies have been swallowed 
by larger corporations in 
recent years. Steed and 
Evans currently owns 
and operates holdings in 
Kitchener, Thorold and 
Cambridge, as well as op-
erating two summer and 
winter maintenance yards 
for the City of Toronto.

The decision to consoli-
date operations and move 
its 20 office employees 
to the pit should help set 
the course for the next 50 
years, said Matheson, in 

speaking to the life of the 
aggregate resources – the 
220-acre site is expected to 
continue producing sand 
and asphalt for the next 
half-century. 

Pending planning ap-
proval, the office complex 
will occupy approximately 
eight acres of land located 
in front of the pit and 
crushing plant, at the 
northeast corner, which 
currently fronts Ament 
Line. 

The company does not 
use this particular loca-
tion because it is not zoned 
for aggregate extraction, 
Matheson said, adding 
that the land currently 
houses a small tree farm. 
The company is planning 
to maintain the integrity 
of the location by replant-
ing the trees along Ament 
Line. 

 “There’s already a good 
tree screen up [at this 
location] and we’ll buffer 
the site with more trees,” 
said Matheson during a 
tour of the site. 

It is possible, however, 
that several hundred feet 
of a neighbouring corn-
field – also owned by Steed 
and Evans – will be sacri-
ficed in the process, noted 
Matheson, adding that the 
farm situated at the north 
end of the site is currently 
leased by a farmer, but is 
zoned for aggregate ex-
traction in the future.

Head office to move
Continued from page 11

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Local freezers were 
put to the test dur-
ing last week’s 

extended power outage 
and many were up to the 
challenge.

While businesses lost 
some of their perishables 
when the outside heat 
crept in, business owners 
say it would have been a 
lot worse had the outage 
continued.

The power failed at 
4:10 p.m. Aug. 14 across 
southern Ontario and the 
eastern United States. 
It wasn’t until the early 
morning hours Aug. 15 
that power started to 
flow back into Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships 
– coming back in a patch-
work pattern.

For upward of 10 hours, 
refrigerators and freezers 
were forced to depend on 
their insulation to keep 
meats and produce from 
spoiling.

“We really worked at 
keeping everything closed 
up tight. We had to be very 
cautious of how we used it 
(freezers). Thankfully the 
power wasn’t out for too 
long and everything was 

Blackout leads to spoilage
at local businesses

Had the outage lasted longer a lot more would have gone bad, say shop owners
fine,” said Kevin Stem-
mler of Stemmler’s Meats 
and Cheese in Heidelberg.

“We would have had to 
find a powerful enough 
generator [for the freezer] 
if it continued.”

When the lights went out, 
Stemmler and his staff 
moved their products to 
the storage freezer in the 
back, as did the Elmira 
Meat Market and other lo-
cal shops. Each carefully 
monitored their storage 
temperatures as the out-
age continued.

“We’re quite fortunate 
we have a big walk-in 
freezer that the tempera-
ture runs a good 25, 30 
(degrees) below (zero). 
So we’re good for a day, 
day-and-a- half before you 
get above freezing,” said 
Meat Market owner Jim 
Martin, adding he lost a 
“very minimal” amount 
of products.

“It was just some fresh 
ground beef and stuff that 
was already countered.”

Stemmler also lost “a 
few things” to spoilage. 
Cooked and smoked meats 
kept in a cooler at the Wa-
terloo Farmers Market 
had to be thrown out.

The freezer at Elmira’s 
Stone Crock Restaurant 

succeeded on one front, 
but came up short on an-
other. All the restaurant’s 
meats and produce sur-
vived the night but the 
prepared salads didn’t.

“We ended up losing all 
our day’s productions 
because we couldn’t keep 
a stable temperature 
overnight,” said Chris 
Armstrong, restaurant 
manager.

“We would not ship any 
product that didn’t have 
a stable refrigeration 
overnight. Because of the 
length of the blackout that 
was a very significant 
amount of product.”

Stone Crock produces 
ready-made salads for sev-
eral grocery store chains.

“We found the fridges 
warmed up just slightly 
enough that, while it was 
still cool, the tempera-
ture was unusable from a 
product point of view,” the 
manager added.

Product loss was also 
suffered at the Subway 
in Elmira. According to 
manager Sandra Wilson, 
the shop was forced to 
throw out $620 worth of 
sandwich materials.

“There were little things 
in the freezer that had 
thawed, like the chicken 

strips. They would have 
thawed and then re-frozen 
by the time I got in in the 
morning, so we threw 
them out just to be safe,” 
she explained.

“We still had some stuff 
from another freezer that 
hadn’t thawed. On Friday 
we could serve roasted 
chicken, steak and BLTs. 
A grocery truck came in 
on Saturday afternoon, 
so we had no other meats 
until that time.”

With the assistance of a 
rented generator, Stem-
mler Meats and Cheese 
managed to stay open 
until the regular closing 
hour of 8 p.m. the day of 
the blackout.

The generator wasn’t 
powerful enough to run 
the store’s freezers, but 
there was enough juice to 
keep the scales and cash 
register working.

“We were trying to stay 
open because people were 
running out of things. 
They came in for barbe-
cue items and lunch meat 
and some precooked or 
smoked meats,” Stemmler 
said, adding about 20 cus-
tomers came in.

Power failed again Aug. 
15 at 2 p.m. but was only 
out for two hours. 
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F
inding new ways to treat life-threat-
ening and debilitating diseases isn’t 
everyone’s idea of an exciting sideline, 
but for Elmira pharmacist David An-
tebi, it’s just what the doctor ordered.

Antebi, owner of Woolwich Centre 
Pharmacy, recently signed on as a 
consultant to Vancouver-based MDMI 

Canada, a developer and manufacturer of medical 
devices such as coronary catheters. When he’s not 
behind the counter of his downtown store, Antebi will 
be in the lab researching which drugs might make a 
good match for MDMI’s technology.

With the cardiac catheters used for angioplasty 
– clearing blocked arteries in the heart – for instance, 
he’ll be looking at drugs that can be delivered simul-
taneously to help the healing process.

The research will broaden his horizons, said Antebi, 
who’s been a pharmacist for 20 years, 12 on the retail 
side.

“This is a sideline, an added interest which is not go-
ing to take away from my concern for the customers 
of the pharmacy,” he said. “I was looking for a bit of 
a change – I’ll still be here, I’ll always be around – so 
I’m recruiting a pharmacist to help me out. She’ll take 
some of the shifts and I’ll be able to do the research. 
It will be pure, scientifi c research, so I get to use the 
whole package of my training.”

Antebi’s desire to branch out came to fruition when 
he met up with MDMI CEO Jim Elliott at a Kitchener 
conference.

“We hit it off. We just seem to be thinking on the same 
wavelength, each challenging each other’s ideas but 
each knowing they had a piece of the puzzle that the 
other one needed. He was looking for somebody like me 
who had expertise in pharmaceutical sciences. He, in 
turn, has the technical expertise,” said Antebi.

“At this time in history, we’re seeing a marriage of 
medical technology and pharmaceuticals. That seems 
to be a wave of the future.”

For Elliott, that marriage is the reason he sought 
out someone to augment MDMI’s ability to develop 
new and better products. The fi ve-year-old company, 
which recently received Health Canada approval for 
two new catheters and gynecological device called 
Thermablate, sees big demand for devices that deliver 
drugs right to the trouble spots.

“Dave has been brought on for … his pharmaceutical 
knowledge – we’re tapping into that; of the pharma-

Local pharmacist to begin sideline as researcher for Vancouver-based medical-device fi rm
cists that I’ve met, he seems to be the one that’s most 
closely aligned to the opportunity MDMI envisaged 
in executing in-depth science research – a more 
rigorous, custom-designed approach to improving 
pharmacotherapy currently being utilized,” said El-
liott from his Vancouver offi ce. “He’ll hopefully be a 
key component in directing MDMI as to what pharma-
cotherapies and nutraceuticals are appropriate.”

One of the fi rst applications may involve the use of 
so-called drug-eluting stents. A stent is a mesh left in-
side an artery during an angioplasty, acting as a type 
of scaffolding to shore-up the artery. A drug-eluting 
stent is one that gradually releases medicine at the 
site to help the area heal and to prevent the area from 
blocking up again, a process known as re-occlusion.

Stents, which improved the success of angioplas-
ties, still see a signifi cant re-occlusion rate, Antebi 
explained. With drugs, the number drops, sometimes 
dramatically.

“They seem to work reasonably well, but there was 
still 20 to 40 per cent of people at this point in time who 
re-occlude, and we’re not quite sure exactly why,” he 
said of traditional stents. 

“This is one of the reasons why I’m involved – now 
we’re actually looking at identifying what the prob-
lem is, why the blockage reoccurs, because clearly 
we’ve got the scaffolding and clearly the lesion is no 
longer an issue, so theoretically everything should 
run smoothly. But we suspect it may be an infl amma-
tory process because the metal itself is foreign to the 
body so it can create all kinds of reactions – maybe the 
walls of the coronary artery become puffy and that 
narrows the interior, so it in fact re-occludes for a dif-
ferent reason. We don’t know.”

Antebi’s research will help explain some of those 
unknowns and hopefully lead to advances in what 
medical devices can do to make people healthier, es-
pecially following procedures such as angioplasty.

“Usually the re-occlusion happens within a few 
weeks of the procedure, so there’s a window … typical-
ly the healing rate takes about six to 12 weeks – after 
you’ve reached six weeks, the risk of re-occlusion is 
quite signifi cantly lower. The more you bring that 
window of healing time down, the better.”

Another goal, added Elliott, is to make the technol-
ogy less expensive and, therefore, more accessible.

At St. Mary’s General Hospital in Kitchener – home 
to the region’s new cardiac-care centre – the issue of 
cost is an important one, as it is for all health-care 

facilities facing budget constraints.
St. Mary’s $400,000 budget for drug-eluting stents, 

for instance, means choices have to be made, said 
spokesperson Peter Sweeney.

“The problem is that they’re very expensive. About 80 
to 90 per cent of people who have angioplasty require 
a stent – of those, we could probably afford to do 20 per 
cent with drug-eluting – the discretion is the surgeon’s, 
not the hospital’s. So the physician has to make a de-
termination clinically on who would be best suited to 
get the drug-eluting, because we simply don’t have re-
sources to provide everybody with drug-eluting.”

The ability to perhaps bring this and other proce-
dures to more people is a powerful motivator in his 
new sideline, said Antebi, who is now working to set 
up a lab above his Elmira store. Also in the works is 
a little extra help, in the form of pharmacist Cathy 
Diamond, who’ll be arriving from Nova Scotia in 
November.

Antebi said he is eager to begin his work with MDMI, 
which shares his philosophy about how technology 
can help people’s lives – that includes getting away 
from the one-drug-fi ts-all mentality he sees elsewhere 
in the industry.

“MDMI stands for ‘medical devices minimally inva-
sive’ – that fi ts perfectly with my philosophy – if there’s 
a less toxic way to solve a problem, we should be look-
ing at it,” said Antebi, noting that localized application 
of drugs is generally a better idea than taking pills that 
make their way through the entire body.

 “This is a valid way to do a much better job. By acting 
locally, you overcome the problem of having to take a 
drug that’s going to affect other parts of the body.

“We understand that there’s hopefully going to be a 
gradual appreciation that oral drug therapy will give 
way to advances that are less invasive and less toxic.”

As a pharmacist dealing with people everyday, Antebi 
said he has already noted a change in the way the pub-
lic looks at health issues. Most notably, people appear 
more willing to take matters into their own hands, 
keeping up on medical terminology and making life-
style choices necessary to live longer, healthier lives.

As Antebi’s work gets underway, MDMI’s Elliott said 
he sees a team of researchers eventually working on 
real-world applications for new and existing medical 
research. He expects Antebi’s research to bear fruit 
in fairly short order. “Within a couple of years, you 
should see some of the innovations start to appear in 
the marketplace.”

Local pharmacist to begin sideline as researcher for Vancouver-based medical-device fi rm
In a NewVein
BY STEVE 
KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A BETTER WAY 
MDMI Canada CEO 
Jim Elliott (left) 
confers with Elmira 
pharmacist David 
Antebi about the 
use of drugs with 
the company’s 
cardiac catheters.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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SPORTSPAGES
The Ian Leggatt Junior golf tour wrapped up Aug. 18 at Whistle Bear 

Golf Course in Cambridge, with Elmira-based players making their pres-
ence known. Garrett Rank finished the tour in 12th place, while fellow 
Elmira golfer Daniel Martin came away with 20th place.

Woolwich’s ice-making was put on hold this week as part of post-blackout 
conservation efforts. Once the province’s state of emergency is lifted, the 
compressors will be put to work, said recreation facilities manager Tony 
Herlick.

The season is drawing to an end this weekend for more of Woolwich 
Soccer’s players. The Squirt 8, Squirt 9 and Under-15 house leagues finish 
their year-end tournaments today (Aug. 23) at Park Manor Public School 
and St. Teresa School. 

LEARNING TO FLY Spectators look concerned as the horse wins this battle at the Rawhide Rodeo, held Aug. 16-17 at the Holiday Ranch near Maryhill. 

A TOUCH OF THE WEST From calf roping to precision drills to bull riding, the annual Rawhide Rodeo fundraiser ran the gamut of cowboy and cowgirl activities. 
The event raised at least $8,500 for CrimeStoppers of Waterloo Region and the Guelph Fire Department benevolent fund.

Elmira golfers swing into Cambridge Woolwich puts ice on, well, ice One more chance to check out soccer

Bucking awesome
Rip-snortin’ time near Maryhill as rodeo rides into town, netting more than $8,500 for charity

CASEY LESSARD
F O R  T H E  O B S E R V E R

More than 3,000 people shook 
off the power-outage blues 
last weekend to take in the 
raw power of bull riders and 

broncobusters at a spread in the south 
part of Woolwich.

The Rawhide Rodeo at the Holiday 
Ranch Riding Stable is expected to bring 
in more than $8,500 for two charitable or-
ganizers by the time the final tally is in.

Event organizer Mike Richard said he 
was “very pleased” with the turnout to 
the two-day show held on Aug. 16 and 17. 
The fine weather and the new location 
– tucked away just outside the rural ham-
let of Maryhill – were a welcome boost to 
the rodeo, said Richard. 

The annual rodeo, which raises 
money for the Kitchener-Waterloo Area 
CrimeStoppers and Guelph Fire Depart-
ment benevolent fund, has traditionally 
been held at Dawn-Glo Village in Kitch-
ener. But with residential development 
underway in the area, the rodeo was 
forced to find a new location this year, 
explained Richard, adding that the Holi-
day Ranch Riding Stable turned out to be 
a perfect venue.

Spectators were treated to performanc-
es by more than 200 participants, with 
shows that included bull riding, steer 
wrestling and calf roping.

The sometimes death-defying antics 
were more than enough to take the 
crowd’s minds off of the blackout that hit 
the province just days earlier … despite 
an unfortunate reminder off the top.

Just as the announcer was set to intro-
duce the first riders, the power surging 
through his loudspeaker was gone.

“The power went out,” said announcer 
Trevor Perkin, “but it was actually a fuse 
here on my third breaker over there. But 
blame it on the government anyway.”

The fuse was quickly replaced, and the 
moans were replaced with cheers and ap-
plause. There were groans, but they were 
statements of empathy for riders falling 
face-first off bucking broncos and bulls 
– included in that number was Ciaran 
Hester, a 28-year-old Oakville native who 
has been rodeoing for 16 years, the last 12 
as a bull rider and fighter.

He cites “the adrenaline” as the main 
motivation.

A rodeo life is a risky business for rid-
ers: they have to pay to compete at each 
event – and they work hard for every 
dollar they win. Some riders walk off 
limping, others land on their heads, sides 
or limbs. Bruises and scars are typical, 
as are missing teeth.

Behind the scenes are the rodeo hands, 
including Jake Doutt of Wynnewood, 
Oklahoma. Doutt’s job is to wrangle the 
livestock into their pens after each ride.

“This is the dangerous part,” he noted. 
“Steer comes in here, loses control – this 
is tougher than bull riding.  One guy lost 
his teeth – a steer came in and didn’t 
want to go, the guy was holding the gate 
and the steer kicked it in. Bang! Lost all 
his teeth. All of them.

Also behind the scenes are people like 

Rawhide owner-operator B.J. Prince, the 
23-year-old in charge of the entire produc-
tion. A recent graduate of Wilfrid Laurier 
University, he has a degree in computer 
engineering and business.

“I was born into this,” he said of rodeo. 
“I was working in the States and thought 
this would be marketable in Canada, so I 
brought it up here. 

“I got tired of sitting in front of comput-
ers. When I was trying to figure out what 
to do, my dad said ‘find something you 
want to do and someone to pay you to do 
it.’ This was one of those things,” he said 
of the transition from university campus 
to bull ring.

Rawhide does 90 performances a year 
throughout North America, primar-
ily east of Manitoba. This show brought 
more than 250 cowboys and cowgirls 
from New York, Quebec and Ontario to 
compete in bareback and saddle bronc 
riding, steer wrestling, ladies barrel 
racing, roping and bull riding.

“There’s been a rodeo in Kitchener for 
four years now,” noted Prince, “and we’ve 
had great attendance.”

This year’s turnout was a boon to Holi-
day Ranch owners Shelly Price and her 
husband Maurice – it was the first time 
since the 1960s that the stable has hosted 
a rodeo.

“We’ve had horse shows, but no rodeo,” 
said Price. “Rodeo is something different. 
Rodeo guys are a breed of their own. 

“We give lessons in Western and Eng-
lish riding,” she explained of the usual 
goings-on at the ranch. “We know what 
it’s like to show, but it’s nothing like this 
– put it this way, we hope not to get bucked 
off. These guys, it’s their life everyday.”

The fundraiser is expected to net a min-
imum of $8,500 and will likely be more, 
said Richard, adding that the final tally 
had not been completed. CrimeStoppers 
will receive a minimum of $5,000, with 
at least $3,000 going to the Guelph Fire 
Department’s benevolent fund.

CASEY LESSARD

CASEY LESSARDJOANNE PEACHCASEY LESSARD

LOOKINGFOR MOREPICTURES?SEE OUR
ONLINEGALLERY!
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

Preparing a meal in the backwoods bistro
Our bear bait sites 

were doing just 
fine until that wily 

Pierre Le Beau moved 
into the area. While 
we were offering solid, 
home cooking in our 
bait barrels – dog kibble, 
molasses, chocolate 
syrup, deep fryer grease, 
old bread and expired 
Christmas cake – the old 
hunter was offering the 
local bruins a taste of 
French cuisine. 

After three days with-
out a hit, Slim and I knew 
desperate measures were 
required.

“How bout a free dessert 
of honey-glazed donuts 
with each visit to our bait 
barrels?” He suggested.

“No,” I replied, “it’ll nev-
er compete with Pierre’s 
strawberry flan.”

“Or his blueberry 
cheesecake,” he added. 
“It’s to die for.”

“I know,” I conceded. “I 
still feel bad about raid-
ing his bait site last week, 
but who could resist?”

“Certainly not the local 
bear population,” Slim 
added.

I nursed a bruise. 

Thankfully, I only had 
to fight a yearling bruin 
to get a second helping. 
All the other bears were 
lined up for his coq au 
vin.

Pierre’s backwoods 
bait station was putting 
most of us local bear 
baiters out of business. 
And with only two weeks 
to go before the season 
opened, there was even 
talk of petitioning the 
Ministry of Natural Re-
sources outlaw his crepe 
suzettes. Using them was 
horribly unfair to the 
bears. Even his wine list 
was top notch.

“What we need to do,” I 
said, “is something un-
heard of.”

“We’re going to do work 
around the house?” My 
buddy asked.

“No, sir. We’re going to 
take cooking lessons.”

And so it was that 
Slim and I, two serious 
bear hunters, stooped 
to a new low.  Instead of 
practicing our archery, 
woodcraft, and tall-tale 
telling, every spare mo-
ment was spent breaking 
eggs, beating meringue, 

and perfecting our 
crusts. After all the kids 
were asleep, our TV time 
was spent watching cook-
ing shows.

Of course, this was hard 
to keep secret from our 
wives and there were 
several close calls. Once, 
after working long hours 
on a duck a l’orange, I ar-
rived home late and my 
wife got suspicious. So 
I lied and told her that I 
was drinking so heavily 
at the local tavern that 
I wet my pants. I further 
explained that I had to 
wait until they dried be-
fore I could come home in 
a cab. Lucky she bought 
this explanation; other-
wise, I might have faced 
untold embarrassment. 
The duck, if I might 
boast, was excellent.

Even Slim was getting 
the hang of cooking. 
Sure, poutine wasn’t ex-
actly the kind of French 
cuisine that these sophis-

ticated bears had grown 
to love, but it was a far 
sight better than the dog 
kibble we were serving. 
And it worked well with 
Perrier. 

The next week, Slim, 
myself and several other 
local bear baiters gath-
ered secretly for a taste 
test and to swap recipes.

“It’s just about right,” 
muttered Snaggletooth 
McKusky, as he tried 
to get through a bite of 

my beef bourguignon. 
“Might I suggest a bit 
more ketchup to liven it 
up?”

“Yup, it ought to do just 
fine,” I agreed, after tak-
ing his advice. After all, 
only a fool would have 
ignored culinary advice 
from Ol’ Snaggletooth and 
his discerning palate.

By the end of the night 
we had an impressive 
buffet of home-cooked 
cuisine by some of the 
finest bear hunters in the 
county. The smells waft-
ed out of the old garage 
and into the concession 
road prompting many 
skunks to waddle away 

in shame.
“Now what?” Asked 

Slim, with scrunched up 
nose.

“Easy, we pay a visit to 
the bait site,” I answered.

“But all of our barrels 
are still full.”

“Yes, but Pierre’s prob-
ably need refilling,” I 
winked.

The Frenchman quit 
baiting shortly after-
wards. Apparently, after 
his clientele got a taste of 
our cuisine, they thought 
the place was under new 
management. And, like 
Ol’ Snaggletooth they 
just couldn’t sink their 
teeth into that.

WO 59 Church St. West, ELMIRA (519) 669-1521

Elmira Stone Crock Only!

Restaurant & Catering

* Price per person  in 
your party with this ad.
Coffee or tea included!

$5.99*
C

L
IP

A
N

D
S

A
V

E
!

Served from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Saturday, April 19

BREAKFAST
BUFFET SPECIAL

Saturday, August 30, 2003
& Monday, September 1, 2003
Served from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Martin Mills Inc
McKee Farm Technologies
NS Bauman Ltd 
Ontario Amateur Softball Assoc. 
Optimist Club of
Conestogo - Winterbourne
Programmed Insurance Brokers
Proresp
Pumps Plus 
RBC Financial Group 
RMW Aluminum
RPM Construction
Richmond Heating & Air 
Rosendale Farms Ltd 
Sanyo Canadian Machine Works
Steve’s Furniture Finishing
Tacoma Steckley Engineers
The Lions Club of Elmira 
The Township of Woolwich
The Waterloo Ontario- 
Fastball Association
United Steelworkers Of America 
Vogel Welding Inc
W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd
Waters & Hastings 
Westayr Transportation Systems
Williams & McDaniel Property
Management

We also want to thank our community
for your support through our fundraising events!

Agway Manufacturing Inc 
BWS Feeds
Central Source For Sports 
Crompton
Damar Fuels Ltd 
Dr. Lawrence Mohan
Dr. Paul Shutsa
Don’s Home Centre
ESM Farm Equipment Ltd 
Elmira Advanced Craftsmen 
Elmira Golf Club 
Elmira Home Hardware
Elmira IGA 
Elmira Insurance Brokers Ltd
Elmira Minor Softball Association
Elmira Photo Lab
Elmira Stove Works
Floradale Feed Mill 
Frey Bros. Ltd 
Good Auto Parts
Grandridge Carriers
Grandridge Commodities
Grandridge Farms Inc 
Home Hardware
Ivystone Homes Ltd 
J.M. Schneider Foods
Ken Snider Electric Ltd 
Kissner Milling Group
Lazer Video

THANK-YOU FOR JOINING 
OUR TEAM WITH YOUR 
GENEROUS SUPPORT!

2003 ELMIRA MIDGET BOYS
CANADIAN FASTBALL CHAMPIONS

SAY "THANK-YOU" TO THEIR SPONSORS

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Participation may 
have been down, 
but the Ninth An-

nual Jeanne Renault 
Golf Classic raised as 
much money as it ever 
has.

The best ball tour-
nament took over 
Conestogo Golf and 
Country Club Aug. 
14, raising $12,500 for 
Woolwich Commu-
nity Service’s (WCS) 
v iole nc e - p r eve nt io n 
program.

“It’s as good as what 
we did last year, and 
last year was our best 
year,” executive direc-
tor Don Harloff said of 
the funds raised. “We 
were really pleased 
with the number of hole 
sponsors we had and 
the number of people 
who participated in the 
games and raffle.”

Ninety-eight golfers 
drove and putted their 
way through the course, 
down from about 110 
participants seen in 
past tournaments.

Golf tournament 
raises $12,500

One of the best years the tournament has had, says WCS
“It was still a good 

turnout. We had lots of 
different skill (levels) 
of golfers there. We 
had golfers who were 
quite capable and we 
had golfers there who 
were there to support 
the program and have 
some fun,” continued 
Harloff.

As with much of 
southern Ontario, the 
tournament’s banquet 
was put in the dark by 
the widespread power 
outage. But that didn’t 
stop the celebrations, 
added Harloff.

“We were fortunate 
that the food was al-
ready cooked and we 
were able to proceed 
and complete the ban-
quet portion of the 
evening without too 
much problem,” said 
Harloff.

Central Ontario Fi-
nancial Group team 
members Richard Bur-
joski, Doug Leyland, 
Steven Wiffen and Roby 
Young took the men’s 
trophy. The woman’s 
trophy was won by 
Nanette Jozwiat, Jan 

Ebert, Gail McLeod and 
Leslie Painter.

Mixed team winners 
were Laurie Burjoski, 
Kathy Harloff, Dawn 
Konig and Al Watt.

Closest to the pin 
winners included Con-
nie Deckert (twice), 
Steven Brown and Al 
Watt, who also won for 
longest drive alongside 
Deckert.

Funds raised through 
the tournament – named 
for an Elmira resident 
who created the fam-
ily-violence-prevention 
program – will be used 
to run the program in 
area schools. 

Last year the program 
brought educational 
information to more 
than 1,000 students 
in five schools across 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships.

Woolwich Community 
Services relies on the 
tournament and its 
annual Bowl-a-thon at 
Elmira Bowl (scheduled 
this year for Oct. 18) to 
support the program. 
No government funding 
is received.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON 
SPORTING LEAGUESSCOREBOARD

WOOLWICH YOUTH SOCCER
SQUIRT 7
August 13
Mohan Molars 4 Guys & Dolls 0
Den Tech 3 PIB 0

Selby’s 4 Stoltz 0

August 14
PIB 0 Guys & Dolls 0
Mohan Molars 1 Selby’s 0
Den Tech 6 Stoltz 0

August 16
Mohan Molars 4 Stoltz Farm Machinery 1
Den Tech 3 Guys & Dolls 1
PIB 1 Selby’s 0
Den Tech 3 Mohan Molars 1
Den Tech 5 Selby’s 0

Guys & Dolls 2 Stoltz 0
PIB 4 Mohan Molars 2

PEE WEE
Aug. 20
Winterose Mooballers 7 Legion 1
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Wednesday
August 27th
from 9AM to dusk

Located in our 16,000 SQ. FT. “Machine Shed”
1KM west of downtown Elmira

OPEN
HOUSE

and

JOHN DEERE DAY

• DISPLAYS   • DOOR PRIZES
• BALLOONS FOR THE KIDS

• PROUDLY SERVING ONTARIO BEEF
AND REFRESHMENTS

• JD DAY FILM SHOWN ALL DAY

 COME TO ELMIRA’S

• CHECK OUT OUR NEW

Take a look at the newest John Deere equipment.
Get to know our staff, or just chat with neighbours

THEY’LL ALL BE THERE!

www.elmirafarmservice.com

1KM West of downtown
(519) 669-5453

Toll Free 1-800-265-6188

ELMIRA

JOANNE PEACH

CHAMPIONS House league soccer convener Laurie Murray hands out plaques to the Wilkinson 
Eyeballers, the 11 to 12 Atom team, following their win in the league’s season wrap-up on Aug. 16. From 
left to right: Kyle Plumb; Amber Frey; Danielle Flemming; Heather Arsenault; Jacob Heipel; Ashton Ropp; 
Natasha Rideout; Alex Dunn; Brent Goetz and Kyle Uttley.

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With a new school 
year looming, 
three divisions 

in Woolwich soccer’s 
house league wrapped 
up their season’s play on 
Aug. 16 with a playoff 
tournament held at Park 
Manor PS and Lions 
Park in Elmira.

This year’s Squirts, 
Atoms and 10-year-olds 
players were evenly 
matched and well split 
up among the teams, said 
convener Laurie Murray 

Kids get one last kick
Woolwich Soccer’s house league wraps up with tourney

following the tourna-
ment. 

After a 5-1 win against 
Selbys, the Den Tech 
Squirt team went on to 
win the fi nal champion-
ship in their division, 
posting a  3-1 victory over 
Mohan’s Molars. The Den 
Tech squad had lost only 
one game all season.

It was an “exciting fi nal,” 
reported Squirt 7 conve-
ner Clare Cressman.  

“The match for the 
championship remained 
in doubt until the fi nal 
game, with the Molars, 
PIB, and Guys and Dolls 
all in contention to join 
Den Tech,” noted Cress-
man. “The Mohan’s 
Molars team prevailed 
and earned the privilege 
of playing the fi rst-place 
Den Tech team.”

The 11/12-year-old divi-
sions were also fairly 
compatible, said the 
coach of the winning 
team, Tim Arsenault. 
The Wilkinson Eye-
ballers won with a score 
of 7-3 over the Menno S. 
Martin team. 

“It was a strong game. 
All the teams were pret-

ty close (in skill levels). 
You couldn’t really say 
[ahead of time] who was 
going to win.”

His forwards just 
seemed to have more 
energy left than Menno 
S. Martin squad, said 
Arsenault, in speaking of 
the fi nal match. 

“We (the Wilkinson Eye-
ballers) set up with four 
defence, four mid-fi eld 
and two forwards and it 
was more typical for the 
other team to have three 
or four forwards. By the 
last game, my forwards 
had some juice left when 
the other guys were used 
to running more.”

By half time, the score 
was 2-2. The Mennos 
were fi rst to score in the 
second half, but the “Eye-
ballers started to pick 
up pace and went on a 
scoring rampage to take 
a commanding lead,” Ar-
senault concluded.

Results for the 10-
year-old division were 
unavailable. 

Woolwich Soccer’s 
house league teams will 
return to the fi elds on 
May 24, 2004.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The cancellation 
of last weekend’s 
Elmira Sugar 

Kings tryout camp has 
put the team behind 
schedule.

With no ice to play on at 
the University of Guelph 
– due to the blackout - 
the Kings were forced to 
postpone their regularly 
scheduled camp and will 
have to make an extra 
effort to check out pro-
spective players.

The camp was resched-
uled for Aug. 24 at RIM 
Park in Waterloo, but a 
number of skaters aren’t 
able to make it, said team 
GM Graham Snyder.

“We can’t get them all 
because some of them 
are here, there and 
everywhere. They’re 
at other camps and 
OHL tryouts,” he said. 
“If we’re the only ones 
having trouble getting 
tryouts, then we will be 
behind. But I’m thinking 
it’s going to affect other 
teams over the next week 
or so. We’ll just have to 
see what happens.”

Anyone who can’t make 
it to Waterloo – the exact 
number is unclear – will 
have to be checked out 
at another time, the GM 

Sugar Kings
tryouts delayed
due to blackout
Junior B squad gearing up for season

added. Forty players 
were expected at the 
Guelph camp.

“We feel we’ve done a 
good job of targeting the 
players that we want to 
recruit for this year. It’s 
just a matter of getting 
them on the ice and go-
ing through the selection 
process. But that’s all up 
in the air.” 

A rookie camp was 
scheduled for Aug. 27 at 
the Elmira arena, but 
that too has been post-
poned because of lack 
of ice.

“At this point, they 
(township) haven’t start-
ed putting the ice in yet,” 
Snyder commented. “It’s 
all really up in the air. 
We’re kind of fl ying by 
the seat of our pants.”

While 20 players from 
last year’s team are eli-
gible to return, they’re 
by no means guaranteed 
a spot. Each of them will 
have to compete with a 
new slate of prospects 
as the Kings try to bring 
together the best team 
possible.

“We’re looking for them 
(returning players) to 
fi ght and we’ll add as 
needed. We’re looking at 
(improving) in all areas. 
There should be some 
pretty good competition 
for spots,” Snyder said.
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A STRONG FINISH  The Elmira squirt rep fastball team pulled 
together to take third place at the year-end tournament Aug. 10. 
The team includes: back row (left to right) coach Tracy Hilker, Cassy 
Ruppel, Taylor Murdoch, coach Jim Reid; middle row Tess Brenner, 
Melanie Freeman, Caelen Rank, Lauri Reid and Michelle Lee; front 
row Milissa Kaleta, Emily Schieck, Sarah Hilker and Amanda Poole.

FUTSAL
(INDOOR) SOCCER

REGISTRATION
SEPTEMBER 8-9
7:00 - 9:30 PM

Ages: 5 to under 16
Cost: $80 per child

Program runs from
November to
March

Coaches & Referees
STILL NEEDED

20 FIRST STREET W., ELMIRA ON.20 FIRST STREET W., ELMIRA ON.
519 669-1601

Program and Division are Subject to Registration Number

(INDOOR) SOCCER
REGISTRATION
SEPTEMBER 8-9
7:00 - 9:30 PM

Ages: 5 to under 16
Cost: $80 per child

Program runs from
November to

Coaches & Referees

20 FIRST STREET W., ELMIRA ON.20 FIRST STREET W., ELMIRA ON.

For more information on these and other tours 
or to receive our tour booklet contact:

www.exceltours.ca
70 Baffi n Place, WATERLOO  ON N2V 1Z7

Phone: 519-747-1626
Travel Act # 50008934

UPCOMING DAY TOURS
Chi Cheemaun Gospel Cruise
RBG & Tribute to Glenn Miller
Severn River Cruise
Muskoka Cruise - Bracebridge
Mamma Mia
The King and I - Stratford
Charlie Pride in Concert
The Watchmen & Eduard Klassen

September 13
September 23
September 30

October 3
October 18/November 29

November 12
November 22
November 22

DANIEL - LANCASTER
Don't miss this FINAL opportunity to see

Daniel! Show ends in October!
September 15 - 19, 2003

AGAWA CANYON & MACKINAC ISLAND
September 15 - 19, 2003

??? MYSTERY TOUR ???
September 3-5, 2003

NEW YORK CITY - THE BIG APPLE!
October 11 - 19, 2003

NATIONAL QUARTET CONVENTION
September 10-14, 2003

Louisville, Kentucky
Includes reserved seating for three fabulous 

evenings of great gospel music. Enjoy strolling 
through the aisles of vendors at the marketplace and 
a luncheon cruise aboard "Star of Louisville." Won't 

you join us for this time of fun and fellowship?

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S S E R V E R  S T A F F

A season of learn-
ing culminated 
in a third place 

fi nish at the year-end 
tournament for the 
Elmira rep girls squirt 
fastball team Aug. 10 in 
Ponsonby.

The local gals spent 
much of the season pick-
ing the fi ner points of the 
game and pulled it all to-
gether to jump two places 
in the standings when 
the dust settled.

“We had girls come out 
that hadn’t played any-
thing other than ball in 
the park with their par-
ents (before this season). 
To go that far was a really 
big accomplishment for 
them,” said coach Tracy 
Hilker, adding only three 
players were eligible to 
return to the team after 
last season.

“The fi rst half of the sea-
son we weren’t playing to 
win. We were playing to 
learn.”

With a regular season re-
cord of 9-9-2, Elmira landed 
in fi fth place – something 
that would prove valuable 
at the year end tourna-
ment.

As a middle-ranked 
team – there’s 11 teams in 
the league – Hilker was 
given the opportunity to 
join either the ‘A’ or ‘B’ 
loop tournament. She 
chose the less paved route 
and Elmira played with 
the best in the league.

“We probably would 

Elmira Squirt team takes 
third in year-end tourney

Rookie team made a lot of headway throughout the season, says coach
have come home with a 
championship from that 
(‘B’ loop), but it means 
a lot more to make some 
of those big wins and big 
plays against the abso-
lute top end teams,” she 
said of her decision.

The team’s fi rst game on 
Aug. 9 against Hillsburgh 
showed Hilker made 
the right choice. Elmira 
pounded Hillsburgh in a 
decisive 16-5 victory.

 “That was the best that 
they played all year,” the 
coach noted. “We’d lost to 
them twice in the regu-
lar season and I think 
the girls really wanted to 
come off with a win. 

“Emily (Schieck) pitched 
amazingling well. They 
just couldn’t touch her 
she was so fast. And our 
girls were just swinging 
the bats like crazy and 
connecting.”

Game two proved to be 
less fruitful, as Elmira 
suffered a 12-6 loss to 
Ponsonby – which went 
on to place second after 
losing to Rockwood in 
the fi nals.

Ponsonby was the more 
experienced team, with 
few rookies, and hadn’t 
lost a game all season.

“They have a very 
strong baseball system 
out there. Those girls 
have been playing since 
they were probably four 
years old, so it wasn’t a 
bad loss,” Hilker added.

The second day of 
tournament play saw 
much the same. Elmira 
knocked off Silver 

Heights (Cambridge) 10-8 
in a closely played game 
before facing Ponsonby 
again in the semi-fi nals.

A winning record from 
the day before gave the 
home team a by from 
morning play, ultimately 
giving them the edge they 
needed to again defeat 
Elmira, this time 20-5.

“They were pretty tired 
and it got really hot,” 
Hilker said of her team.

“They just had nothing 
left. They were in the 
game against Ponsonby. 
We left a lot of girls on 
base. We were getting 
them out there, but we 
just couldn’t turn the 

corner and cash in the 
runners.”

Despite the tournament-
ending loss the team 
left Ponsonby with their 
heads high.

“Our girls really made 
a lot of progress. We saw 
a lot of headway through 
the season. They didn’t 
stay within the same 
skill capacity. They were 
very determined to im-
prove and they sure did,” 
Hilker said. “We wanted 
to build a team that 
everyone would enjoy 
playing baseball all over 
the place. That’s what 
our goal was and I think 
we met it really well.”

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Practise certainly 
paid off for the 
Elmira boys’ Pee-

wee softball team, as the 
young players came home 
from the provincial ‘C’ 
championships in Spring 
Brook last weekend with a 
third place title, bringing 
a shining end to a some-
what lackluster season.

“I feel third place is 
absolutely wonderful. 
We kept telling them to 
hold their heads up high 
and be proud,” said Ja-
son Blaxall, who shared 
regular season coaching 
duties with Adam Good 
and Brad Neely. Blaxall 
took on head coaching 
duties for the tournament.

“I can’t tell you how 
many parents and 
umpires came up to us af-
terwards and told us how 
proud they were, how well 
we did and how fun it was 
to watch us play baseball. 
They (the boys) had fun 

Peewees bounce back at tourney
Elmira boys overcome slow season with unexpected fl ourish at championships

playing and it showed.”
Viewed largely as the 

tournament underdogs, 
Elmira did little to prove 
otherwise in the opening 
game against Chepstow. 
The local boys were down 
13-0 when the umpire 
called the game under the 
mercy rules.

Chepstow’s advantage 
came from their years as a 
unit, commented Blaxall.

“They’ve been playing to-
gether for years and they 
know each other very well. 
[We] were just starting off 
together here,” he said. 
“There weren’t really a lot 
of errors, but they (Chep-
stow) knew each other and 
how each other works and 
performs.”

But Elmira didn’t let the 
loss bring them down. 
They came back with a 
vengeance and something 
to prove. They took the 
next three games in grand 
style, beating Augusta 17-
4, Campbellford 11-1 and 
Central Frontenac 15-9.

“They didn’t want to be 

put out in two straight 
(games). They know how 
hard they’d worked all 
year and they wanted to 
show people what they 
could do. Everyone had 
us written-off after the 
mercy,” said Blaxall. 

“I think they realized 
they had nothing to lose 
and that they should just 
go out and have fun. They 
started swinging their 
bats, stealing bases and 
making plays.”

It was a familiar foe that 
gave Elmira its second loss 
and brought the dreams of 
gold to a close … at least 
for this season.

Paris – the only other 
team in the tournament 
Elmira played during the 
regular season – came 
back from a 3-0 defi cit to 
knock out Elmira 7-3.

“I think the heat caught 
up with us, but we played 
really well. There was 
really one bad inning out 
of a lot of baseball,” the 
coach said, referring to 
Paris’ four runs in the 

fourth inning.
“We played some really 

good baseball. The other 
team just fi nally got hold 
of our pitchers.”

The third-place title high-
lighted the team’s marked 
improvement throughout 
the season, which started 
with a string of tough 
losses.

“I think they got down on 
themselves a little then. 
But they had a lot of heart 
and everyone wanted to 
play and learn and have 
fun,” Blaxall said, adding 
the team’s regular-season 
record included fi ve wins, 
with “the majority” of the 
games being losses. 

There’s more the story, 
however, noted parent Rob-
ert Sanders. He credits the 
teams’ notable improve-
ment to “a lot of hours 
spent by the coaches.”

“They just kept pulling 
for them, taking them up 
to the batting cage and it 
fi nally worked out,” he 
said. “The coaches did an 
outstanding job.”

GOT SCORES?
Then we want them. Contact Richard Vivian at 

669-5790 x101 to get your Game Report package 
and start seeing YOUR scores in The Observer.
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THEARTS
Those with acting in the blood may want to heed Elora Community 

Theatre’s audition call for its upcoming presentation of Dancing at Lugh-
nasa. Auditions are set for Aug. 24 and 26, 6-10 p.m. Five women (ages 
20-40) and three men (ages 30-50) are needed. Call 846-9412.

The Church Theatre in St. Jacobs will be an appropriate venue for an 
upcoming presentation of Nunsense. Directed by Lisa Hagen, the story 
of the Little Sisters of Hoboken and their offbeat fundraising efforts runs 
Sept. 16-21. Tickets $25. Call 664-1134.

A group of area young people are staging the classic Fiddler on the Roof 
Aug. 21-23 at Kitchener’s Registry Theatre. The high school students 
are part of Calteen Theatre, operated by Calvin Presbyterian Church’s 
Children’s Arts Program. Tickets are $12. Call 744-9586. 

ECT casting first play of new season Fiddler on the Roof ... the early years Nuns of Hoboken coming to St. Jacobs church

Men in Black ... Boots
Independent film takes comical look at the “Mennonite mafia”
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®

Challenging and rewarding music       
program designed for families with 
young children, beginner ages 3 to 8

Parent participation, small groups

Each 1 hour lesson includes instruction 
in: singing, piano, rhythm, ear 
training, sight reading, theory and 
composing.

Graduate with: Grade 1 piano              
             Preliminary Rudiments

MUSIC FOR 
YOUNG
CHILDREN®

http://www.myc.com

Sandra Poolton
669-8941

Registration for 
Fall Classes 

now being accepted

Linda Coffey
669-8173��������
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As they toil away in 
fields, there lay whis-
pers of the secret 
underworld they con-

trol – one of drugs and violence. 
Welcome to the Mennonite ma-
fia, a fictional creation for the 
locally produced independent 
film Men In Black … Boots.

“We thought we’d take a look 
at what it would be like if there 
was a Mennonite mafia. It’s a 
comedy, obviously,” said co-
producer, co-director and actor 
Chad Bisch. 

In the movie, Bisch plays a 
private investigator sent to 
find out if the fabled Mennonite 
mafia does indeed exist.

“It’s using a bunch of ste-
reotypes about the mafia and 
putting them together with 
stereotypes associated with 
Mennonites,” he explained. 
“Mennonites have a very sim-
ple lifestyle … and we mix the 
mafia into that.”

The project’s seven days of 
filming took the crew of 28 
area actors and equipment op-
erators to a Winterbourne-area 
farm, as well as the Central 
Tavern and the Sears catalog 
store on Arthur Street in Elmi-
ra. Filming wrapped up Aug. 
17, when the catalog store was 
converted into a barbershop – a 
mafia hangout.

“We had the opportunity 
to capture all the beautiful 

scenery of Waterloo Region to 
increase the production val-
ue,” he continued, adding there 
really was no budget for the 
project and filming locations 
were provided by volunteers. 

“Other than [paying for] 
the camera equipment itself, 
everybody who was doing it 
didn’t get paid.

“We were able to pool a lot 

of talent from the area, as far 
as people who had equipment 
– cranes, we used jibs, steady-
camera equipment, railroad 
tracks, dollies, all sorts of stuff 
to give you the production 
value you would find in a Hol-
lywood movie.”

Having lived in the area for 
several years as a youngster, ac-
tor Mike Nahrgang was excited 

to take on the role of a Men-
nonite farmer for the film. The 
Toronto resident – whose film 
credits include small roles in 
Men With Brooms and The Tux-
edo – lived in Elmira, Wellesley 
and Bamberg at different times 
during his childhood.

“The Mennonites are always 
a keen interest for me. My 
neighbours at one point were 

Mennonites. I love that you 
find buggy hitches at the mall,” 
he said of the area.

“There’s a mysteriousness to 
them (Mennonites) because 
they don’t hang out with the 
rest of the world. They kind 
of keep to themselves and they 
have a really slow pace. They’re 
really simple, but at the same 
time very mysterious.”

For the most part, working 
on the loaned locations was a 
joy, Nahrgang said, with the 
notable exception of one crit-
ter that seemed to want screen 
time.

“The only thing that was 
horrible about filming was 
the peacock on the farm. I hate 
that thing. We’d do a take and 
have a perfect take and all of 
a sudden the peacock would 
squawk,” he said. “We’d have 
a perfect take, when everyone 
got their lines right, then it 
would squawk.”

As with much of Ontario, the 
film crew was struck by the 
power blackout late last week, 
but – much in the vein of the 
Mennonites – filming was unaf-
fected.

 “We were prepared. We had 
generators with us because we 
had done some remote shooting 
out in the woods,” added Bisch.

Now that filming is complete, 
the project is moving into the 
editing stage. Men In Black 
… Boots is expected to hit the 
film festival circuit early next 
year.

RICHARD VIVIAN

SMALL FILM, SMALLER BUDGET  Locally donated locations were used to film the independent film Men In Black … Boots, 
including a Winterbourne farm and two Arthur Street, Elmira businesses. Actor, co-producer and co-director Chad Bisch (main 
photo) takes a rest in a barber’s chair used in filming.
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WE PACK 
MORE INTO 
EVERY ISSUE!
CHECK THIS OUT

CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$12.18+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......87¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

A SPECIAL REPORT ON SOME NEW MEDICATIONS BEING
DEVELOPED BY SCIENTISTS RIGHT HERE IN ELMIRA!

SEE 
HEALTH
FEATURE
PAGE 13

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

LEGAL NOTICE

A L A M E D A C H U B D O P E
L A D A N U M W A N E O V E N
S C A P E G O A T I S M M E E D
O E R M O N S R C A I R K

D A U G H T E R S I N L A W
I N F E S T O D E N I O B E
T E E N S T E P W I T R O T
T E R N E H E F T C R E D O S

M I S C E L L A N E O U S
F R E S C O S I L O S C H U L
E E N O W E G E T S H I K E
T A T A R L A H H A R P E D
A P A R T M E N T H O U S E

A T E A C T A U N T S K I
O B I T S T R E N G T H E N E D
F L O E S O U L H E M L I N E
T E N S A R M Y T R A I P S E

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont. • 
(519) 648-2111

Monday, August 25, 2003, 5:30 p.m. 
– Annual summer Waterloo Regional 
Police Lost, found & recovered 
twighlight auction. Breslau Airport 
Road Auction Complex, 5100 Fountain 
St., North, Breslau (Kitchener). 150+ 
Bicycles. Mountain, Street/Hybrid & 
child/youth’s. No buyers premium. Inside 
– rain or shine. Viewing & registration 
Mon. Aug. 25, 1 p.m. to sale time.

Gray’s Auction Service Inc., Harriston, 
Ont.  • (519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, 
Saturday 9:00am to 4:00pm – At 
Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west of 
Harriston. Liquidation consists of: 
Lawn Mowers; Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; 
Patio Table & Chair Set; Scooters; Qn 
Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; 
Cookware; Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s 
and Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; 
Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister 
Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; 
Plus Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, 
Interac, VISA, and MC.

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

OPEN HOUSE
Friday, Sept. 5, 2003

10:00am - 4:00pm

Come and see our new facilities. Meet company
reps for... Alpine, Dekalb, Maizex, A&L Labs,
HJV Equipment and GRCA. Lunch provided.

CFS • 7668 Eighth Line, RR#2 Drayton
Dennis Frey - 638-3457

Nutrient Management Plans: Seed - Fertilizer - Custom Spraying

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

Mon.       Aug 25th      5:30pm

Twilight AUCTION

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.on.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Monday Aug 25, 2003, 1:00 pm to time of sale
TERMS: CASH & CARRY. • Cash, Interac, MasterCard, VIsa

INSIDE - RAIN OR SHINE!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!! 

ANNUAL Summer

WATERLOO REGIONAL POLICE
LOST, FOUND & RECOVERED

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST., North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

150+ BICYCLES =>
Raleigh • CCM • Norco • Supercycle • Minelli • Giant

Kawasaki • Hyper • Triumph • Sportek • Barletta

MOUNTAIN, STREET/HYBRID & CHILD/YOUTH’S

Now Hiring for both
the Elmira and the

St. Jacobs locations

Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees. 
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
305 Arthur St. S., Elmira or
1229 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Full Time Days and
Part Time Evenings &

Weekends Available

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY WORKSHOP

with Dr. Bryan Lawrence D.C.
Pressure Points are areas of Stored Stress on a nerve pathway.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:
• FATIGUE • HEADACHES • LOW BACK PAIN • NECK PAIN

• SINUS & ALLERGIES • ARM and WRIST PAIN (Carpel Tunnel Syndrome)

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING (Arms & Legs)

Learn How Gentle Light Touch Will Assist
Your Body To Promote Improved Health.
“Address the Cause, not the Symptoms”

WHEN: Wednesday, August 27, 2003  6:30-8:00 pm
WHERE: 30 Dupont St. East, Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item to be donated to the local Food Bank

CALL 746-4144... SPACE IS LIMITED

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED
REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME 
POSITIONS

Fax resumé to: 664-3655
or drop resumé off at

1217 Lobsinger Line, Waterloo

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Access to a Computer? 
Work at home on line. $500 
- $1500 PT- $5000 FT. 
www.foretelldreams.com  
(800) 261-5046.
Part-time or Full- time re-
tail position available. Apply 
with resume to Shadetree, 
1381 King St., St. Jacobs. 
664-1977. 
Tonya Lost 52lbs in 18 
weeks. Ask me how! Call 
Ashley at 519-740-3016.

RIDE WANTED

Save Money - Share gas 
cost. I need a ride from 
Elmira to Conestogo Col-
lege in September. Call 
Jeremy 669-8746.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Discover, Improve Vocal 
and music skills. Teacher 
has 20 years performing 
and teaching experience. 
Call Elaine, 669-3905.
Piano Lessons to begin 
in September in Elmira. 
Beginners welcome. Call 
Sharon 669-4379.

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

St. Jacobs Family Sup-
port Centre urgently needs 
volunteers to assist with 
childcare for ages 0-5. 
Thursdays 9:45 - 1:30 p.m. 
Includes full lunch. Start-
ing Sept. 18. Please con-
tact Helen at 664-2370 or 
Kelly at 669-5139.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter Needed in my 
home mornings before 
school. Call Jennifer day 
time 747-1230 or after 5 
p.m. 669-1448.
Babysitter Needed in our 
home. Five mornings a 
month starting in January. 
Send reference to: Allison, 
General Delivery, Elmira, 
ON., N3B 2N0

FOR SALE

Bakery Meal and bak-
ery waste by-products for 
livestock feed available in 
drums and roll off bin.. 519-
669-1615.
Barnboard - genuine, ap-
prox. 300 board feet, $600 
or best offer. Fireplace in-
sert, Acorn. 39 x 49 x 26. 
Chimney pieces and cap. 
$550 or best offer. 880-
0699. 
Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.
Computer Systems: 
Include new printer, win-
dows XP, warranty. “A” 
used PIII or Celeron, 15” 
monitor$475. “B” new Ath-
lon 1700, 17” LCD, burner 
$890. “C” PIII 2400, 15” 
CRT, burner $1290. GCI 
Computer for value & ser-
vice on- site. 669-1364.
Classifieds work. Try it for 
yourself today!

FOR SALE

Freezers, Freezers. Best 
prices ever. 8% savings 
on Energy models. PST 
rebate on all refrigerators 
too. Walters Appliances 
669-2007.
Inglis Washer Sale  Ex-
tended. Plus for limited 
time 2nd year free manu-
facturer’s warranty. Energy 
rebate on frontloaders. Wal-
ters Appliances, 669-2007.
New - Massey Ferguson 
Riding Mowers. No pay-
ments. No interest until April 
1, 2004 (O.A.C.). Olivet Sales 
and Service, 638-2555.
Trampoline $150.00; Bi-
cycle - Raleigh 5 speed 
$25.00; Coleman Gen-
erator 3000, hardly used 
$400.00. 900 LB Equilizer 
hitch - everything but the 
hitch ball $400.00. Riding 
Lawnmower - Cub Cadet, 
rear engine, good condition 
$350.00. Call 669-1875.

WANTED TO BUY

Dishes, Cast Iron, Furni-
ture, farm goodies, paper, 
books, unusual smalls, 
tins, coke coolers, neat old 
things. Hand restoration 
available, repairs. 519-
843-2777.
Wanted - “The Trail of the 
Conestoga” book. Call Jim 
Martin 699-5529.
Wanted - Good quality 
mountain bikes. Raleigh 
and Norco. Call 519-669-
8295.

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Jeep Cherokee 
Sport - One owner, most 
options, immaculate. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1996 Intrepid - Low kms, 
powerful 3.3L V6, nicely 
equipped including pwr 
seat, very clean. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1997 Cavalier - One own-
er, low kms, auto, cd stereo, 
certified. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1998 Intrepid - One owner, 
low kms, loaded including 
rear spoiler, big tires and 
pwr seat. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

AUTOMOTIVE

1998 RAM 1500 ST - 
One owner, low kms, V8, 
tilt & cruise, HD cooling, 
new tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1999 Breeze - 4 cyl., auto, 
air, tilt, cruise, pwr windows 
& locks. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1999 Ram 1500 SLT Quad 
Cab - 5.21 magnum, most 
options, one owner, Voisin 
Chrysler,  669-2831.
2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Neon LE - Low kms, 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

RENTALS

For Rent. New, two sto-
rey, three bedroom, 11/2 
bathroom house with a 
single car garage. Central 
air condit ioning, appli -
ances included. Located 
in Elmira near a park. 
Asking $975.00 per month 
plus utilities. First and last 
month rent required. Non-
smoking home. No pets. 
Available immediately. 
For more information, call 
669-3056.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.
Furnished Room For Rent 
in shared home in Breslau. 
Parking, utilities and laun-
dry facilities included. $500 
per month. Call 519-648-
3707 after 5 p.m.
Room for Rent - Com-
fortable room for seniors 
in Water loo ret irement 
residence. Full service at 
reasonable reates. Close 
to al l amenit ies. (519) 
584-2525.

REAL ESTATE

3+ Bedroom Bungalow, 
overlooking scenic river 
valley, N of Drayton. 3 
baths, mn. flr. laundry & 
living room, lrg. country 
kitchen w/ solid oak cabi-
nets and trim. Walk-out 
basement fully finished. for 
more information call 638-
5439 after 3 p.m.
You just proved Classifieds 
work. Place yours today!

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

2000 sq ft dance/fitness 
studio for lease, air condi-
tioned, will renovate to of-
fice space for right tenant, 
Elmira Plaza - 669-0223.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Office Space Available 
10x12 - $229 per month; 
lots of natural light, air con-
ditioned, great parking for 
you and your clients - Elmi-
ra Plaza 669-0223.

TRADES &   
SERVICES

Lose Weight Now! Email: 
aslimu@gto.net for a free 
cd and info.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% off. Spe-
cializing in hand stripping, 
ref inishing, repair ing, 
church interiors and pews, 
dining room sets, rockers, 
chairs, doors and antiques. 
Highest quality workman-
ship. Pick-up/delivery. Free 
estimates. 579-1475.
Looking to sell, buy, or 
rent? Look no further than 
Observer Classifieds. In 
print and online, every 
week.

COMING EVENTS

Non-denominational Gos-
pel Meetings are being held 
in the tent at 6024 Weisen-
burg Rd., Ariss. Sundays 
7 p.m., Tuesdays & Thurs-
days 8 p.m. All welcome. 
519-824-5638.

GARAGE SALES

Garage Sale - Sat. Aug. 
23, 8:00 a.m. 9 Dunke St., 
Elmira. Household items 
and more.
Moving Yard Sale - Sat. 
Aug. 23, 8:00 a.m., and 
Sun. Aug. 24 at 8:00 a.m. 
1121 Church St., St. Clem-
ents. Lots and lots of indoor 
and outdoor things.
Moving/Yard Sale - Satur-
day, August 23, 8:00 a.m. 
Martin Grove Trailer Park, 
134 Scott St. Lots of things 
from crafts to an electric 
lawn mower.
Multi-Family Moving sale. 
Thursday Aug. 28th and Fri-
day Aug. 29th, 10am-7pm. 
26 Hampton St., Elmira.
Yard Sale - Sat. Aug. 23, 29 
Falcon Dr., Elmira. Air con-
ditioner, rocker recliner, 
weight bench, boys leather 
moto jacket, etc.NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
ALL persons having claims 
against the Estate of ROSS 
EARLING ARTHURS, who 
died on March 13, 2003, 
are required to file proof 
thereof with the under-
signed by September 19, 
2003.

JOHN D.E. SHANNON,
Barrister & Solicitor,

30 Spetz Street
KITCHENER, Ontario.

N2H 1K1
Solicitor for the

Estate Trustee
Phone: (519) 743-3654

Fax: (519) 578-9521

AUCTION
DIRECTORY
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY RICHARD VIVIAN                                                           If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1
August 13

2:55 PM The Royal Bank in 
Elmira reported a counterfeit 
$10 bill. The bill – serial number 
FEE2021717 – was taken to police 
headquarters in Kitchener. There 
are no suspects.
3:27 PM A Hawkesville Road 

resident reported hearing six gun-
shots. The complainant watched 
as two heavyset males about 
5’8” in height walked toward a 
gold van with rifles in their hands. 
The suspects were nowhere to be 
found when police arrived. The 
investigation continues.
9:52 PM A Golf Course Road 

resident reported hearing several 
gunshots in the distance. Police 
responded to the area and found 
four youths around a camp-
fire. Several spent firecrackers 
were also found. There were no 
charges.

August 14
1:34 PM An Elmira resident 

reported the theft of three 
cheques he had mailed to busi-
nesses. The businesses didn’t 
receive the cheques – totaling 
more than $7,000 – but they had 
been cashed. The investigation 
continues.
5:29 PM A vehicle was forced 

into a field by an unknown vehicle 
on Crowsfoot Road, near Sawmill 
Road. The suspect vehicle didn’t 
stop. The driver forced into the 
field was unconscious when para-
medics arrived. He was treated 
and released with non-life threat-
ening injuries from Grand River 
Hospital. The vehicle received 
extensive damage. The investiga-
tion continues.

August 15
9:53 AM A First Street resident 

reported finding a red bicycle near 
St. Teresa School. The bicycle is 
being held at the Elmira police 
station.
4:02 PM A suspicious person 

was reported circling downtown 
St. Jacobs. Police located the indi-
vidual, who said they were wait-
ing for a friend to get off work.
5:17 PM A Linwood resident 

reported the theft of a wallet, 
taken from an unlocked car while  

the complainant was in Waterloo. 
The resident was alerted to the 
theft after his credit card company 
called to confirm several unusually 
large purchases. The investigation 
continues.
10:38 PM An Elmira woman 

reported being threatened while 
at the Elmira Country Fair. The 
woman said another Elmira 
woman threatened to assault her 
with a weapon. The investigation 
continues.
11:25 PM An Elmira man was 

charged with careless driving after 
he rear-ended a vehicle on Listow-
el Road. The driver of the second 
vehicle was taken to Grand River 
Hospital with minor injuries.

August 16
3:03 AM An Elmira man was 

arrested after he tried to bite 
two police officers following a 
foot chase in downtown Elmira. 
The man had been drinking at the 
Central Tavern on Arthur Street 
when he was asked to leave by 
bar staff. He refused and police 
were called. Police arrested the 
man for public intoxication, at 
which time he attempted to flee 
on foot.  He attempted to bite 
the officers when they caught up 
with him a short distance away. 
The man was charged with public 
intoxication and two counts of as-
saulting an officer. He was held for 
a show-cause hearing.
9:31 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Arthur Street and Sawmill Road. 
A Kitchener man was slowing 
to stop at the light when he was 
struck from behind. There were no 
injuries and damages were mod-
erate. There were no charges.
12:31 PM Police were called to 

the Beer Store on Wyatt Street in 
Elmira following a two-vehicle 
collision in the parking lot. Both 
vehicles were backing up when 
they collided. There were no in-
juries and damages were minor. 
There were no charges.
9:40 AM A Queen’s Bush Road 

residence in the Village of Welles-
ley was struck by lighting. Both 
police and firefighters responded 
to find two of the house’s fuses 

were fried, but there was no fire. 
Damage is estimated at $750.
11:40 AM A hit-and-run re-

sulted in a snapped utility pole on 
Queen’s Bush Road in the Village 
of Wellesley. An unknown vehicle 
snagged a hanging wire, putting 
pressure on the pole and breaking 
it. The investigation continues.
7:00 PM Sometime overnight, 

a roof window at the St. Jacobs 
Farmers Market was smashed. 
Police believe it was an attempt 
to gain entry. The investigation 
continues.

August 17
9:11 AM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Sawmill Road and Arthur Street. 
An Elmira man failed to stop at 
a red light and struck another 
vehicle as he passed through the 
intersection. The driver of the sec-
ond vehicle received minor neck 
and face injuries and damage to 
the vehicles was significant. An 
Elmira man was charged with fail-
ing to stop.
12:06 PM An Elmira resident re-

ported the theft of a wallet while 
at the Conestoga Mall in Water-
loo. After the wallet was reported 
stolen someone tried to use one of 
his credit cards but was refused. 
The investigation continues.

2:47 PM Police were called to 
the Kissing Bridge Trail on High 
Street, after an area resident 
reported dirt bikes on the trail. 
Two Elmira youths were located 
with the dirt bikes and their 
parents were called. There were 
no charges.
10:07 PM A Linwood woman 

reported receiving a threatening 
phone call from an unknown 
male. The investigation continues.

August 18
2:47 AM An Elmira man was 

charged with drinking in public 
after he was found sipping booze 
in front of the Arthur Street Beck-
ers Store.
2:24 PM An Elmira resident 

reported a two-vehicle collision in 
the Tim Hortons parking lot. The 
collision occurred Aug. 15 at 8:45 
p.m. Insurance information was 
exchanged at the time. Damage 
to the vehicles was significant.
4:50 PM A two-vehicle collision 

was reported in the St. Jacobs 
Farmers Market parking lot. An 
Elmira resident struck another car 
while backing up. Damages were 
minor. There were no charges.
5:13 PM A chrome BMX bicycle 

was found on Cedar Waxwing 
Drive in Elmira. The bicycle is 
being held at the Elmira police 

station.
5:52 PM A Snyder Avenue 

resident reported the theft of a 
bicycle. The bike had been taken 
a week prior. The investigation 
continues.
6:02 PM A mini-van was struck 

by a Great Dane while travelling 
on Arthur Street, near Martin’s 
Lane. Damage to the van was 
extensive. Police said the dog was 
walking around but lethargic.

August 19
1:30 PM An area youth was 

arrested for stealing 68 cents 
worth of merchandise from the St. 
Jacobs Farmers Market. The youth 
was released after agreeing to 
extra-judicial measures under the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act. There 
were no charges.
1:47 PM A 10-speed men’s bi-

cycle was stolen from the Elmira 
Arena on Snyder Avenue. The 
investigation continues.
2:47 PM A break and enter to 

an Aspen Crescent resident was 
reported. Sometime between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. the house was 
entered through a basement 
window and a box of money was 
taken. The family was home at the 
time. The investigation continues.
5:18 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Peel Street, near 

Crooks Track Road. The driver re-
portedly lost control on gravel and 
rolled into a cornfield. There were 
no injuries and the vehicle was de-
stroyed. There were no charges.
5:26 PM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred as an Arthur Street 
resident attempted to turn into 
a private driveway. The vehicle 
slowed to wait for passing traffic 
when a following vehicle swerved 
to avoid a collision. A third vehicle 
came from behind and struck the 
waiting vehicle. There were no 
injuries and damages were exten-
sive. There were no charges.
9:03 PM A Toronto tow-truck 

driver was charged with posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
following a routine traffic stop 
on Listowel Road. The truck was 
stopped after police noticed there 
were no rear lights on the vehicle 
being towed. The driver was also 
charged with having no taillights.

August 20
1:49 AM Two youths were seen 

attempting to steal bicycles from 
a Snyder Avenue residential build-
ing. An area resident called police 
after seeing the youths at the bike 
rack with bolt cutters. Police were 
unable to locate the youths. The 
handle bars were taken off two 
bikes. The investigation continues.

JOANNE PEACH
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ACROSS 
1. Wagging tongues
8. The material form-
ing cells
13. Person who turns 
someone in
16. Characteristic of  the 
dawn
17. South Asian Hin-
du Sage
18. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
19. Three-horned dino-
saurs
21. Unit of  pressure
22. Hinge connecting 
tibia and fibula with the 
femur
23. Insubstantial and un-
worldly
25. Bands given usually 
with a proposal of  mar-
riage (2wrds)
30. Tools with jaws for 
griping to hold object
32. Exclamation of  sur-
prise
33. Compacted partially 
decomposed organic de-
bris for gardening
34. Partial repayment at 
regular intervals
39. Nearest or farthest 
point in orbit
40. "__ up your sleave."
41. Comprised of  two or 
more eras (2wrds)
42. Jazz composer, Cana-
dian ___Evans
43. Outdoor occupation 
(2wrds)
51. Fish eggs
52. Disease spread 
through kissing
53. 7th letter of  Greek al-

phabet
54. Having the charac-
teristics of  bees
57. Buying clothes 'off  
the rack' (3wrds)
61. Animal fecal matter
62. A faux ___
63. Kitchen utensil to 
transfer liquid
64. Door-to-door reli-
gious person (2wrds)
70. Containing uranium
71. A dwarf  buffalo
72. Curved bone of  chest
73. Person in a vulnera-
ble position (2wrds)
81. A Hebrew judge
82. Currently in prog-
ress
83. To gain with effort
84. A tennis term
85. Irish playwright 
wrote The Playboy of  the 
Western World
86. Make a pretence of
DOWN 
1. A gangster's pistol
2. "___ home and native 
land."
3. _ _ _ Lanka
4. Abbrev. for socialist
5. A strong emotion or 
wrath
6. Kind of  heavy jacket 
like an anorak
7. Words not considered 
appropriate for formal 
occasions
8. Introduction or pref-
ace to a work of  litera-
ture
9. Back talk
10. A pompous fool
11. Protective covering 
for a knife

12. Stingy hoarder of  
money
13. Despoiling a country 
in warfare (plr)
14. Slender spear of  the 
Bantu-speaking people 
of  Africa
15. Cravings, usually for 
drink
20. Hole on golf  course 
starting point
24. Small wave on sur-
face of  water
25. City in western Ger-
many
26. Term for World Wide 
Web
27. Girl Scouts of  Amer-
ica (Accro)
28. Longest division of  
geological time
29. Used to negate a sen-
tence
30. Sealed sterile bottle 
for injection by needle
31. Empire in Peru prior 
to Spanish conquest
35. Delicate decorative 
fabric used for trim
36. A unit of  length of  
thread
37. Used to clean floors
38. Medical procedure 
involving liquid into the 
rectum
39. Give help
42. Small cave (usually 
with attractive features)
44. Mythical creature 
able to breathe fire
45. A father's boy
46. You have to capital-
ize His name
47. One of  some or ev-
ery

48. In such a manner as 
could not be otherwise
49. "And others"
50. Steak that's still red 
inside
54. Request earnestly
55. Characteristic of  
a child
56. To occupy, reside 
or dwell
57. Informal  or short 
for 'hurrah'
58. A radioactive trans-
uranic element
59. Spanish expression 
of  triumph
60. Verb: to be
62. Bring about peace
65. Endorsements in a 
passport
66. He negotiated the 
release of  Western hos-
tages in Middle East, 
taken hostage himself  
in Lebanon: Terry ___
67. A hotel providing 
overnight lodging
68. One-piece Roman 
cloaks
69. Informal short for 
'naturally'
74. Equivalent to 2000 
pounds (US)
75. Put clothes on
76. Used as an exclama-
tion of  triumph
77. People roll this up 
to win at Tim Hortons
78. Crystalline rock cut 
& polished for jewelry
79. She was created 
from Adam's rib
80. 50's & 60's British 
youth wears Edwardian 
style clothes

LOOK OUT Travelling 
westbound on Lobsinger 
Line on Aug. 19, this neon 
made a left-hand turn into 
the Shell Gas Station in St. 
Clements into the path of 
an oncoming pick-up truck, 
towing a utility trailer. The 
20-year-old driver was 
charged with turn on a 
safety. The passengers in 
the vehicle – a 19-year-old 
woman and a three-month-
old baby were taken to 
Grand River Hospital 
with minor injuries. The 
male driver of the pickup 
truck was unharmed. 
Both vehicles sustained 
significant damage.
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING LANDSCAPING

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE: TIRES

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES TRAVEL HOME RENOVATIONS

SELF STORAGE

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

ROOFING

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

GET A LOAD OF THIS
Serving KW for over 20 Years

BULK LANDSCAPING DEPOT

888-9992
Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo

Topsoil & Mixes
Retaining Walls & Flagstone 

Waterfall Rockery
1 Yd Bags Now Available

TOP SOIL

CONSTRUCTION

Call Donna Rudy at 669-5790 EXT 104 or visit our website 
at www.woolwichobserver.com for our rates.

WANT A BIGGER 
SLICE OF THE PIE?
WE HAVE WAY MORE READERS THAT ABSOLUETLY LOVE PIE.

AIR
CONDITIONER
INSPECTIONS!

ONLY

39$ 95
(PLUS FREON)

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

COME SEE US FOR
GREAT DEALS ON...

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

PHOTO REPRINTS

ANY ISSUE.
ANY PICTURE.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Available in a variety of sizes, and delivered 
right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

TOP QUALITY ROOFING SYSTEMS
25-40yr Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Flat • Repairs

P.O. BOX 7 ST. JACOBS
ONTARIO, N0B 2N0 519 669-4484

KUEHLTed
automotive

1044 Industrial Cr. Unit 4
ST. CLEMENTS

28 Years Experience

699-5841

Car & Truck service 
you can count on.

Ted Kuehl is coming 
home to St. Clements
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The Township of Woolwich
"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confidently Embracing Our Future."

The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, September 16, 2003 - 7:00 PM

Township Council Chambers - 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira
Regarding

Marie Jones (Zone Change 5/2003)

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the 
Planning Act, to consider the following Zone Change.  No decision will be made 
at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the public 
and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Zone Change 5/2003 (Marie Jones)
The Township has received a Zone Change Application from Marie Jones 
for a property located at 342 – 346 Arthur Street South, Elmira (see Map 
1).  The property is currently developed with a single-family dwelling, a glass 
sales and service enterprise (Apple Auto Glass), and a warehouse / storage 
/ wood furniture manufacturing building.

CROMPTON PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Monday, August 25, 2003, 9:00 a.m.

Council Chambers, 69 Arthur Street S., Elmira
Open to members of the public

The lands are designated Service Commercial in the Township’s Official Plan 
and zoned Settlement Residential (R-1) with site-specific provisions to permit 
the following uses:  a retail plumbing supply and repair enterprise; a glass 
sales and service enterprise; the existing Residential Building – One Unit; 
indoor storage and warehousing; contractor’s office and vehicle storage but 
no retails sales.  In addition, the property has variance approvals to allow the 
sale of antiques, wood products sales and service enterprise, indoor display 
and sales of cars and car parts, and a second dwelling unit (apartment).
The purpose of the Zone Change application is to rezone the 0.38-hectare 
property to Service Commercial (C-7).  The effect of the rezoning is to permit the 
development of the property with a variety of service commercial uses including 
wood furniture sales, as well as recognizing the above-noted permitted uses.

Please Note:

Zoning Amendment
If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the Council of 
the Township of Woolwich in respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not 
make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the proposed zoning by-law is 
adopted, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss all or part of the appeal.

Additional information pertaining to these planning applications is available 
for review at the Township of Woolwich Municipal Office between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments 
about the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any com-
ments received on or before Tuesday, September 9, 2003 (Note that this date is 
before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engineering 
and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments 
received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on 
the applications, will also be considered.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings or Township 
staff reports regarding these applications you must make a written request 
to Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of Woolwich at the 
address shown at the top of this page.

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Had it not been for 
Y2K planning, last 
week’s blackout 

could have been a lot 
worse, say emergency per-
sonnel in the region.

Fears of  a massive 
technological breakdown 
surrounding the start of  
the new millennium led 
emergency services and 
many businesses to invest 
in backup generators 
and develop action plans 
should the worst happen 
during the birth of  2000. It 
didn’t … at least then.

Those plans and genera-
tors were put into motion 
shortly after the massive 
power outage on the after-
noon of  Aug. 14 that left 
much of  Ontario and the 
eastern United States 
without electricity.

“It was the Y2K plan that 

Blackout could have been a lot worse, say emergency responders
Service calls in Woolwich, Wellesley narrowly increased when the lights went out

helped. We didn’t use it all, 
but that was the plan we 
followed,” said Woolwich 
fire chief  Earl Wideman. 
“We were pretty lucky in 
Woolwich that we didn’t 
see a large rash of  calls, 
but we were prepared.”

Immediately following 
the blackout, Woolwich 
fire departments called 
a contingent of  their vol-
unteer firefighters to the 
stations in the event the 
pager system went down 
– which it didn’t.

“You just don’t know 
when you have such a 
large power blackout. You 
take precautions then,” 
the chief  said.

Similarly, fire depart-
ments in Wellesley were in 
the midst of  arranging for 
additional battery backup 
for their radio system in 
the event the existing bat-
tery backup failed.

“We were just trying to 

be prepared if  it (black-
out) stayed too long. With 
the power being out so 
long, that was one of  my 
concerns, that we might 
not have radio contact. 
But it went pretty well,” 
said township fire chief  
Dave Geil.

Radio contact between 
dispatch and Wellesley fire-
fighters was maintained, 
though a little strained at 
times, added Geil.

“We were getting [a 
radio signal] out, but not 
as good as we could have 
normally,” he said. “I had 
to go down the road 200 or 
300 feet to get through.”

The Woolwich communi-
cation tower in Conestogo 
was left to operate on bat-
tery backup during the 
early stages of  the outage. 
However, a generator was 
connected to the tower be-
fore its eight-hour battery 
ran low.

While preparations were 
made in case the blackout 
continued, little more was 
needed to ensure services 
kept rolling.

Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships didn’t see the 
surge in service calls ex-
perienced in urban areas. 
While police, fire and am-
bulance calls throughout 
the region jumped when 
the power stopped flowing, 
few of  the calls came from 
the townships.

The biggest bump came 
from medical calls, par-
ticularly dealing with 
seniors and those with 
respiratory illnesses.

“We certainly received 
a flurry of  those types 
of  calls. We transported 
about 35 more people 
(from across the region) 
than usual to the hos-
pital,” said John Prno, 
director of  emergency 
medical services for 

Waterloo Region. That 
number would have grown 
significantly had the ma-
jority of  seniors’ homes 
not purchased emergency 
generators in preparation 
for Y2K, he added.

“All the new nursing 
homes have generators on 
site, lots of  fuel and were 
basically able to carry on 
as if  it was a normal day.”

Police radios and comput-
ers were also kept running 
during the outage. Each 
station has a backup gen-
erator, in preparation for 
such an event.

“We had some minor 
computer issues within 
the first 24 hours, but our 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
dispatch centre was fully 
operational. Things went 
well,” said Waterloo Re-
gional Police spokesperson 
Sgt. Bryan Larkin.

Rural residents managed 
to cope with the power 

loss better than those in 
the cities, commented 
Larkin. While service calls 
throughout the region 
jumped by about 30 per cent 
– mostly for traffic control, 
suspicious persons and 
medical calls – Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships 
account for very little of  
that bump, he said.

“I attribute that to the 
fact that at night, the road-
ways and that out there 
are generally fairly dark 
because it is a rural area. 
People who live in that 
area probably cope a lot 
better without the reliance 
on big-city items,” he said. 
“It was business as usual 
in the rural areas.”

In response to the in-
creased volume, the police 
service kept its day shift 
officers working beyond 
their scheduled hours and 
called in the night shift 
early.
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TOWN&COUNTRY
Get out your finest linens The toys of summer

 See WORK page 25

Although a linen suit makes a sharp addition to a summer wardrobe, it’s more likely something along the line of 
tableclothes they’re aiming at with a flax processing display - all about turning flax into linen - today (Aug. 23), 
and running until Aug. 29, at the Joseph Schneider Haus in Kitchener. The museum is located at 466 Queen St. 
S.; call 742-7752.

As summer starts to wind down, you can enjoy that quintessential summertime activity tomorrow (Aug. 24) in 
Elora: an antique and classic car show. The event can be found at the Wellington County Museum and Archives, 
County Rd. 18. The festivities, which include a car parade, music, food and children’s activities, run 12:30-4 
p.m. Admission is a buck; call 846-0916.

A 
mixture of disbelief 
and horror perhaps 
best describes the 
emotions a local fa-
ther and son team 

experienced this summer after 
they found themselves sur-
rounded by death and disease 
at a medical clinic in Kenya.

“The thing that affected me 
the most was the volume of 
death – it was staggering,” 
said Stan West, owner of the 
Home Fashion Market in St. 
Jacobs. He and his son Charlie 
spent three weeks volunteer-
ing at the Matangwe Health 
Development Project in the 
east-African nation.

Stan is a volunteer and board 
member with Care Partners 
International (CPI), an organi-
zation comprised of volunteers 
from in around the Region of 
Waterloo. 

A fledging body founded 
by Kenyan natives Stephen 
and Sylvia Scott in 1998, CPI 
and its sponsors operate a 

Father and son team spend summer vacation tending aid victims at Kenyan clinic

BY JOANNE PEACH 
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

small community clinic in a 
country plagued by AIDS and 
malnutrition. Today the clinic 
is the sole provider of medical 
care to the local population of 
approximately 2,500; it also 

serves some 7,000 others in the 
surrounding area. Patients of-
ten seek treatment at the clinic 
rather than the state hospital. 

West became involved with 
the Matangwe project through 

JOANNE PEACH

Making a
Difference

his involvement with the Grand 
River Rotary Club. All three of 
the region’s Rotary clubs have 
been instrumental in raising 
funds and supplying equipment 
for the clinic. 

Stan and his son joined the 
Scotts during their recent trip 
to Matangwe in July. 

It wasn’t the traditional idea 
of a vacation, but for 16-year-old 
Charlie – who spent much of his 
time cleaning and bandaging 
wounds at the clinic – it was 
an experience he’s not likely to 
forget any time soon. 

“I did a lot of dressing of sores. 
The kids would get a small 
thorn in them and it would 
get infected and turn into a 
big open wound,” Charlie gri-
maced, as he recalled the smell 
and the flies settling on the 
children’s gaping wounds.

“The smell was pretty bad 
and we had to use peroxide 
and pour it on the sores and it 
would foam up and go over the 
floor; it was really gross.”

An absence of protein in the 
local diet and a shortage of 
medication and healthcare 
personnel are the reasons such 
small wounds could get so bad, 
explained Stan. The poor con-
ditions are so endemic; most 
children don’t know anything 
better. The injuries can be 
relatively minor but their bod-
ies can’t fight infection so the 
problem gets worse and worse. 

And yet the kids are strange-
ly accepting of their condition, 
enjoying the few small plea-
sures they could find. “It didn’t 
seem to bother them at all,” 
Charlie suggested. “They’d be 
running around playing with 
open gashes.”  

The demeanor of the adults 
appeared to be much the same, 
said Stan. “They seem to have 
become desensitized to death. 
It is so common and so numer-
ous it’s part of their daily lives, 
a part of their culture almost.” 

That said, Kenyans still 

UNSPEAKABLE HORRORS 
Victims in advanced stages of 
AIDS generally have a hollow 
death appearance to them 
which remains even in death.

CARING Stan West and son Charlie recently went to visit and help out at the 
Matangwe clinic in Kenya. The medical facility, funded and organized by Care Partners 
International, is the sole provider of healthcare to the local population of 2,500.  

R E S E A R C H 
Using equipment 
donated by 
KW healthcare 
providers, this 
lab technician is 
able to provide 
most of the 
d i a g n o s t i c 
support required 
by the resident 
physician. 

D O N AT I O N S 
Most of the 
clothing worn by 
the children bear 
the trademarks 
and labels of 
K i t c h e n e r -
Waterloo.  

TRAINING The 
organization’s 
Ange Peters 
p r o v i d e s 
c o m p u t e r 
training to 
hospital staff. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F
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Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612

1402 King Street, St. Jacobs59 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521

L A T E
NIGHT
L I V E

Celtic·Folk·Jazz·Classic Rock

1398 King Street,  St. Jacobs  (519) 664-2575

www.stjacobs.com

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

Lean Ground Beef....................$1.99  lb.
Boneless Chicken Breasts.......... $4.99  lb.
Smoked Pork Loin Chops.......... $3.99  lb.
Smoked Octoberfest Sausage.......$3.29  lb.
Select Side Bacon.....................$3.29  lb.
Havarti Cheese........................ $5.59  lb.

Sunday
Afternoons

July & August
SHOP THURSDAY NIGHT

UNTIL 8 P.M.

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Elmira Stone Crock’s famous salads,
take-out trays and platters are perfect  for

summer picnics and parties.  Menu items are 
also available to go!  Remember, we cater too!

Special Occassion?

Restaurant & Catering

ST. JACOBS & ELMIRA

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms

www.stjacobs.com

Only In St. Jacobs Adult$12.95

Live music, great food
& cool beverages

Good Anytime!
GOURMET PIZZA

& PITCHER OF BEER
$19.95

Specials: August 25 to August 30

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

'

Friday & Saturday 
Starting at 8 p.m.

Clip & Save Coupon                   WO

Jazz

1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286 1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

STONE CROCK

Reservations recommended. 

Homestyle soups, salad bar, hot breakfast & lunch entrées, 
Belgian waffles with pure maple syrup, omelettes to order, 
fresh seasonal fruit, and decadent desserts. 

Special children’s pricesServed 11a.m.~3 p.m.

Live Jazz on the patio, weather permitting, 
or in the dining room if it rains! 

your purchase of 
  3” Mousse Cakes 

(Expires Sept.2/03)

$2.00 OFF
1⁄2 dozen

For a limited time!

Fresh
Elderberry

Pies & Tarts

Summer Billboard
OPEN

LABOR DAY
Monday
Sept. 1/03

adhere to their traditional 
mourning ritual – an elabo-
rate process that calls for 
celebration and lots of music. 
However poor, they will invest 
a significant amount of their 
resources in order to ensure 
their relatives receive a digni-
fied burial, Stan explained. It 
is this wake-like ritual that 
really highlighted to the Wests 
just how prevalent death has 
become in Matangwe. 

During their three-week 
stay in the community, they 
became quite accustomed to 
the burial celebrations that 
saw the death music played 
throughout the night. 

“At night we rarely slept be-
cause … they’d play this music 
until daybreak, and because 
people are dying all the time 
this is going on all around you 
all night, every night.” 

Most of the death in the com-
munity is due to AIDS but 
many of the local people don’t 
understand the disease or 
simply refuse to acknowledge 
its existence, Stan noted. The 
elders in the community ask 
‘why can’t you treat this?’ 
but refuse to take measures 
to avoid transferring the dis-
ease.  

One of the saddest things 
the clinic sees is patients that 
don’t seek medical attention 
until they are in the late stages 
of illness. Two or three people 
suffering from the late stages 

Work had highs and lows

FACTS ABOUT AIDS IN AFRICA
• Nearly 19 million people are living with HIV/ 
   AIDS in east, southern Africa
• Premature death from AIDS is likely to double
   by 2010
• AIDS prevalence in rural Kenya is now higher
   than in the nation's urban areas
• Some southern African countries have HIV
   prevalence exceeding 30%
• Between 2005-2010, life expectance in Sub-
   Saharan Africa reduced from 59 to 45 years,
   and in Zimbabwe from 61 to 33 years
• AIDS now leading killer of young people in
   Ethiopia
• Forests being depleted in Kenya due to
   excessive logging to create coffins due to
   increased death rates African Map, note Kenya on Eastern seaboard.

of HIV walk into the clinic 
every hour. 

“Generally when they come 
in for their health service it’s 
too late – they are in the final 
stages of HIV and they’re down 
to 75 or 80 pounds … they are 
looking for medication to make 
them feel better and they don’t 
realize they’ve got the disease 
and they’ve only got three 
weeks to live.” 

For clinic workers, however, 
the signs of AIDS are undeni-
able. “The aids patients that 
walked in have the face of 
death on them,” recalled Char-
lie. “You could tell there wasn’t 
any life in them – they just 
looked hollow.” 

Depressing as it sounds 
the trip has only helped to 
strengthen the resolve of Char-
lie and his father to continue 
fundraising for the next phase 
of the clinic and other facilities 
in the future. 

In the coming year, CPI will 
be investing more time and 
money in AIDS education 
along with providing some of 
the more pressing resources 
such as medications and 
trained healthcare person-
nel. 

“We want to transfer skills 
and administration to help the 
community understand how it 
can operate its own healthcare 
service,” Stan explained. 

“Our charter is to bring this 
project to a point where it can 
sustain itself and then dupli-

cate it in similar situations 
[throughout Africa].”

 Part of that process will 
involve offering services that 
can generate funds and help 
boost the local economy. CPI’s 
first mission was to build the 
facility. Following that the 
team drilled and installed a 
pump that now provides wa-
ter to the community and the 
clinic. 

The latest venture that Stan 
helped to make a reality during 
his trip in July was to install a 
generator for the community, 
which has no hydro supply. 

“Once we started up the 
generator people were coming 
from everywhere to find out 
how they could get access to 
power,” he said, adding that 
part of the project will involve 
establishing a utilities com-
mission. “So we can sell the 
hydro outside the compound.”

With hydro, comes basic 
luxuries such as lighting, but 
there’s also more far-reaching 
opportunities to bring skills 
from communities in North 
America through computer 
technology directly to the Luo 
tribe in Matangwe.

“We’re also setting up a satel-
lite communication link so we 
can video conference and pro-
vide training via the Internet,” 
he smiled. 

“We think we’ve got a pretty 
good model here that is trans-
ferable down the road to other 
communities.” 

Continued from page 24

WELL PROJECT This well was drilled in 1999 in Matangwe - a project of the 
Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary Club. This hand- pump was recently replaced with a 2hp 
submersible unit. People will walk up to 12 kilometers to access this water source.
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Real prosperity’s in rural Ontario
But new economic development report says pump more money into cities

CHARMING older home close 
to downtown. Wide lot. Several 
mature trees. Some natural 
woodwork & staircase. Main 
floor family room. 2 baths. 3 
bedrooms plus one in the attic 
(would be a great home office). 
Newer windows upstairs. Gas 
heat. Tiered deck and covered 
side porch. MLS $164,900.

WELL MAINTAINED 'family home' 
with oversized main floor family 
rm. w/fireplace & french door to 
deck overlooking open space. 
Open  concept to kit./dinette. 
Formal D.R. Newer ceramic in both 
entrances and main flr. laundry. 21⁄2 
baths (4pc. ensuite). Newer doors 
& windows throughout. Rec. room 
& 4th bdrm./office in lower level. 
Lots of unfinished storage space. 
Dble. garage. MLS $269,900.

A RARE FIND! Spacious 
bungalow on Bobolink Place. 
Stone and cypress wood exterior. 
Private wooded lot (115' x 229'). 
Large L.R. main flr. family room, 
laundry and office. 3 bdrms. 2 
baths (ensuite). D.R. + eat-in 
kitchen w/lots of cupboards. 
Unfin. bsmt. Newer gas furnace. 
A must see. MLS $369,900.

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629

ELMIRA'S "CARRIAGE HALL" 
building w/approx. 2 acres of 
land. 10,000 sq.ft. includes 
kitchen, board room, office and 
3 washrooms (incl. handicapped 
facilities). Major improvements 
were made in 1997. Gas heat & 
air conditioning. A great facility 
for weddings, social functions 
etc. NEW MLS $495,000.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira
FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THESE FOLLOWING LISTINGS

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192
BONNIE 

BRUBACHER
Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.

• $34,900 - Residential Vacant Land (Listowel)
• $57,000 - Conestogo Lake Cottage (Lot 185)
• $89,500 - Conestogo Lake Cottage (Lot 246)
• $129,900 - Excellent 2+ Bedroom Starter (Elmira)
• $129,900 - Spacious 2-Storey Semi (Moorefield)

• $183,900 - .25 Acre Country Property (Floradale)
• $204,900 - Bungalow / Chicopee Location (Kitchener)
• $229,000 - Legal Duplex/Bungalow (St. Jacobs)
• $349,000 - Park-Like 5.5-Acre Property (Moorefield)
• 509,000 - Eye-catching 26-Acre Country Property (Glen Allan)

WESTFIELD ACRES - ELMIRA
Paradigm (Elmira) Homes. Pricing starting at 
$204,900 for Bungalow plans, $222,900 for 2 Storey 
plans and $224,900 for Backsplit plans. Spacious 
40', 49' and 50' lots, some premium greenspace 
lots available. Call today for more details regarding 
Paradigm's homes. Excellent Ontario New Home 
Warranty Rating. EXCLUSIVE.

OUTSTANDING FAMILY HOME
$339,000. Very impressive 2 storey offering 
a bonus room w/kitchen & bathroom above 
the garage ideal for an in-law or teen suite. 
Spacious country kitchen with walkout 
to patio, family rm. with fireplace, lovely 
hardwood flooring and double car garage. 
MLS.

Conesto
go

IMMACULATELY MAINTAINED 
OLDER HOME

$154,000. Newer kitchen, spacious main 
floor laundry/mudroom, 3+ bedrooms, 
oversized attached garage + detached 
garage, mature treed yard with private 
patio. NEW MLS.

 Drayto
n

MUST SEE $229,000
Beautiful century home on huge lot. 4+ bedrooms.

5209 Ament Line, Linwood     503-6213

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday August 23 and Sunday August 24, 2003 - 1-4 pm

REALESTATE

PROMOTIONAL 
TOUR Thirty 
farmers from 
across Woolwich 
and Wellesley 
t o w n s h i p s , 
including Alvin 
Knarr (left) 
paraded their 
tractors around 
Elmira Aug. 21 to 
promote the Aug. 
22 and 23 Steam 
Thresher Reunion. 
The Reunion takes 
place at 2010 
Floradale Rd.

KEEP ON
THRESHIN’
THIS
WEEKEND

Ontario’s invest-
ment in rural 
leadership and 

innovation is paying 
off. While the province 
has Canada’s best track-
record for supporting 
agri-food research, 
including rural exten-
sion and development, 
sometimes it’s hard to 
see clear returns on that 
investment, when its 
results are spread right 
across the province.   

But there’s new evi-
dence rural Ontario has 
made strides. It still 
needs a lot of attention – 
particularly the farming 
sector, which has  been 
plagued by bad luck, 
chronic low prices and 
an aging demography 
unable to replace itself. 
Through it all, though, 
rural Ontario has come 
out far ahead.

A recent report from 
a Toronto-based orga-
nization – the Institute 
for Competitiveness 
and Prosperity, which 
is associated with the 
University of Toronto’s 
Rotman School of Busi-
ness – places rural 
Ontario near the top of 
the heap of comparable 
economies throughout 
North America. Ontar-
io’s rural prosperity is 
driven by productivity, 
it says. To be productive, 
you need to be smart, 
effective and at the lead-
ing edge of innovation. 
That’s rural Ontario.

In fact, rural Ontario 
is second-best among 

15 comparable North 
American jurisdictions. 
Indiana is first, Pennsyl-
vania is third (Quebec, 
the only other Canadian 
entry on the list, is last 
on the list). 

You’d think the institute 
would consider Ontario’s 
lofty standing good news. 
After all, the agri-food 
industry – an ambitious, 
research-driven sector, 
one of Ontario’s top em-
ployers – is, literally and 
figuratively, fed by rural 
Ontario. 

But amazingly, dis-
turbingly perhaps, the 
institute thinks oth-
erwise – because the 
institute is focused on 
urban Ontario.

While rural Ontario is 
a front-runner among 
other comparable econo-
mies, urban Ontario is 
not. It’s almost out of the 
race, coming in second 
last. Urban Ontario’s per 
capita gross domestic 
product (a measure of 
economic activity in-
cluding everything from 
cigarette sales to res-
taurant meals and home 
sales) is almost 13 per 
cent below the average 
of comparable jurisdic-
tions.

 Cities, it says, have 
failed to capitalize on 
the strengths new im-
migrants bring, aren’t 

instilling the value of 
education in their young 
people, and are under-
represented politically in 
Ottawa.

This is serious stuff, 
given that most Ontar-
ians live and work in 
urban areas.  

But the institute lays 
the blame at what it calls 
“Ontario’s relatively low 
degree of urbanization,” 
noting a distinct connec-
tion between an area’s 
urbanization and its 
prosperity.  It suggests 
the urban “prosperity 
gap” (its terminology) is 
between urban and ru-
ral Ontario, rather than 
between urban Ontario 
and other comparative 
jurisdictions.

Feeling flummoxed? I 
am. This line of thinking 
underlines why no at-
tempt to educate Toronto 
about rural Ontario is a 
waste of time. 

Think about it. If we 
flatten, pave and gen-
erally urbanize the 
countryside, what hap-
pens to rural prosperity? 
The current and visibly 
unbridled spread of cities 
in our immediate region, 
as well as the Toronto 
region, appears to have 
done nothing to improve 
urban prosperity, ac-
cording to the institute’s 
yardstick. So why cam-

paign for more? 
And that’s the fear. A 

report like this gives 
fuel to those who suggest 
resources be reallocated 
towards more urban 
development, and rural 
Ontario can’t handle 
it. The gross domestic 
product for rural On-
tario – despite being the 
second most prosperous 
rural economy among 
comparable jurisdic-
tions – is only three per 
cent above average for 
rural prosperity. Like 
farming itself, that’s a 
slim, slim margin. On-
tario won’t maintain its 
standing among rural 
jurisdictions if resources 
are siphoned off the rural 
supply line.

But the biggest com-
monsense flaw in this 
report is the suggestion 
that urban Ontario at-
tracts more educated 
people than rural Ontar-
io. Maybe that’s what the 
institute’s numbers say. 
But I can’t understand 
how rural Ontario, given 
all its challenges, can 
rise to the top of the heap 
with comparatively un-
educated people. It’s not 
reasonable, and it’s not 
even true.

Urban Ontario and rural 
Ontario are not competi-
tors. Reports that suggest 
otherwise promote ten-
sion and chaos. Work on 
your weaknesses while 
building your strengths. 
And in this province, 
there’s strength in rural 
Ontario.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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OUR SERVICES
• Residential, Commercial & Municipal
• Septic and Holding Tank Cleaning
• Electronic Locating & Exposing of Septic Tanks Available
• Computerized Maintenance Program
• Baffle Inspection and Repairs
• Septic System Analysis for Real Estate Sales
• Septic System Restorations

DEPENDABLE
SERVICE

COMPETITIVERATES

ELMIRA, FLORADALE, ST. CLEMENTS
WELLESLEY, BLOOMINGDALE, & AREA

896-7700
GUELPH, BRESLAU, MARYHILL,

ARISS, & AREA

821-1090
Call Bio-Bob’s today for a prompt septic

tank pump out and inspection!
For more information and answers to

Frequently Asked Questions, visit us online.

www.biobobs.com

* Certificate of Approval from the Ministry of the Environment No. A920029 * * Licensed by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing No. L1998-0257 *

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Nothing could quell 
the enthusiasm of 
Elmira Country 

Fair organizers this past 
weekend as they hosted 
their final bash without 
a hitch despite the power 
outage on opening day.

“It’s ironic everything 
can shut down in the 
whole province except 
the Elmira fair. We kept 
the lights on at our place,” 
laughed event chair 
Joanne Holt, in reference 
to the province’s power 
failure on the afternoon 
of Aug. 14.

It could have been a 
disaster, noted Holt, add-
ing that this year’s fair 
was already cloaked in 
adversity since the fair 
is due to relocate to Elora 
next year. 

On the Thursday after-
noon, the juice ran out 
just two hours before the 
Elmira Country Fair was 
scheduled to open, leaving 
displays and barns with 
no power. With some quick 
thinking, and a great deal 
of work, organizers man-
aged to find a power supply 
after they tapped into the 
midway’s generator.

Going out with a bang
Final fall fair goes off without a hitch despite power outage

Even the chicken eggs 
co-operated, laughed Holt 

in reference to the hatch-
ing incubator. 

“We hatched all of our 
eggs … last year we 

weren’t able to get them 
all hatched. So even with 

the power off, the eggs 
were able to come through 
– we had 30 eggs,” she said, 
adding that the hatchery 
unit was a big draw.   

And that luck kept on 
going throughout the 
three-day event, attract-
ing more people as the 
weekend progressed.

While attendance was 
noticeable down on the 
Saturday (Aug. 16), those 
numbers increased as 
more people brought to a 
standstill with no power 
and no gas made alterna-
tive arrangements to get 
to the fair on Sunday, 
noted Holt.

“We had around 6,000 
people. Yesterday (Aug.17) 
was a booming day, the 
grounds were full it re-
ally picked up [from 
Saturday]. I saw more 
families on the ground 
this weekend than I ever 
remember seeing before.”

Some events were bet-
ter attended than former 
years, noted Jack Hans-
ford, secretary of the 
Woolwich Agricultural 
Society. 

“Ride receipts [on the 
midway] were comparable 
to last year and we had a 
good turnout for the de-

 See ELMIRA page 29

PHOTOS: JOANNE PEACH

FAIR FUN Taking a ride on the Ferris wheel or checking out the exhibits; the Elmira Country Fair this past weekend went surprisingly well despite 
the power outage. Yom Schurrmans (right) was on hand with his prized calf Twinkle at the 4H open diary competition on Aug. 16. 
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SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER

15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA • 669•2831   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

FINE PRINT: 0% fi nance offer is for a maximum term of 60 months. $1000/$500 off vehicle manufacturer suggested retail price on in-stock vehicles only. See dealer for further details. OAC.

VOISIN’S

3 DAYS ONLY3 DAYS ONLY

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER
3 DAYS ONLY3 DAYS ONLY

CLEARANCE
SATURDAY AUGUST 23
MONDAY AUGUST 25
TUESDAY AUGUST 26

% 5 YEAR
FINANCING

     PLUS$1000
OFF

0 %5 YEAR
FINANCING

2003
DAKOTAS

     PLUS$1000
OFF

2003
RAMS

PLUS DAIMLER-CHRYSLER’s 7/115 PROTECTION!
*IN STOCK VEHICLES ONLY. WHEN THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE!

2003
SX2.0s 0 % 5 YEAR

FINANCING

     PLUS
$500

OFF

0 % 5 YEAR
FINANCING

2003
CARAVANS

     PLUS$1000
OFF

In his delegation to 
council, Chris Wynes 
said he still opposed the 
proposal. 

“We still have the same 
problems that we had last 
time. We moved to the 
country to be in the coun-
try,” he said, in reference 
to the project, which he 
believes will compromise 
the tranquility of the ru-
ral landscape. 

Suzanne Laurette, a 
Deborah Glaister Line 
resident, seconded those 
comments. 

“I want to look back 
into country not into a 
building,” she told coun-
cil. “We’re out there for 
peace and quiet not to 
look on to a parking lot, 
lights and traffi c.” 

After speaking to his 
real estate agent, Wynes 
said he feared the devel-
opment would devalue 
his property.

Acting on behalf of the 
Faith Mennonite congre-
gation, Shantz said the 
most recent proposal had 
taken neighbours con-
cerns into consideration. 

The new plan includes a 
signifi cant tree buffer of 
coniferous trees between 
the church property and 
the nearest residence, 
which is 200 feet away, 
explained Shantz. 

The trees would range 
between four to six feet, 
he added.  He also spoke 
to the issue of light pol-
lution. “Glare, which is 
unshielded light leaving 
the property, is not per-
mitted. This is controlled 
by fi xture type, selection 
… on the site.” 

Nonetheless, there will 
be occasions when the 
facilities will be used 
for evening events, said 
Shantz. “But on other 
evenings the use of light 
will be very minimal.”

During a committee-
of-the-whole meeting 
following the public pre-
sentation, Coun. Dusan 
Cizman also suggested 
placing a curfew on the 
use of the ball diamond at 
night to minimize light 
pollution – a suggestion 
the church said it was 
willing to consider. 

Still, Cizman asked why 
staff were considering 
the application since it 

failed to comply with 
the township’s policy, 
which does not permit 
severances on rural land 
under 86.5 acres.

“In discussion with 
the region from what I 
understand this parcel 
is non-prime [agricul-
tural land]. The region 
is okay with it … and 
we currently don’t have 
any institutional land,” 
replied Charles, adding 
that the said land was 
already fragmented. 

With no further ob-
jections raised by 
neighbouring agencies 
or the Waterloo Region 
planning department, 
council instructed staff 
to prepare all the neces-
sary documentation for 
the application.

The report will be 
brought before council 
again for fi nal approval, 
during which time the 
public will be given an 
opportunity to appeal 
council’s decision.

At least 10 residents op-
posed the plan when it 
fi rst came to council last 
June. Since then at least 
one of those families chose 
to retract its opposition. 

Another of the original 
complaints, Ron Diebolt 
told the Observer on 
Aug. 20 that he would not 
pursue the matter any 
further. 

“You can oppose all 
you want, it’s not going 
to make any difference,” 
concluded Diebolt, add-
ing that he was less 
concerned than before af-
ter receiving assurances 
from regional planner 
Kevin Eby, who hosted 
the public meeting last 
summer. 

“He said it’s a perfectly 
good place to do it.”

Although less affected 
by the proposal than oth-
er residences, Kim Eby, 
a resident of Deborah 
Glaister Line, said in an 
interview Aug. 20 that he 
still has “concerns with 
the plan.”

His property does not 
abut the proposed devel-
opment area, but Eby said 
there was little doubt that 
the new church would 
create activity in the 
area. “It will be no differ-
ent than a small industry 
back there.”

Neighbours fear 
changes to lifestyle
Continued from page 7

ANY PICTURE.
ANY ISSUE.
PHOTO REPRINTS
Available in a variety of 
sizes, and delivered 
right to your door.
Call us TODAY!

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $8.50 • 5x7 - $9.50

8x10 - $15.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

BEATING THE
HEAT WITH 
SOME POWER-
CONSERVING
SHADE
TAKING COVER  Jesse Somers 
(left), 11, and Tyson Crouse, 9, 
took some time to cool down 
in the shade after spending 
the morning cycling around 
Elmira Aug. 20. The duo rested 
and enjoyed ice cream before 
peddling off.

RICHARD VIVIAN
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Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

FAMILYALBUM

www.lensmill.com

MID-AUGUST
SALES
PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

86

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

TERRY HAND TOWELS
Entire Stock

FINGERTIP TOWELS
Entire Stock

DISH CLOTHS
Entire Stock, Packaged

SLEEPING BAGS
Children’s Animal Shape

CHILDREN’S TOWELS
Entire Stock

Infant, Acrylic

Infant, Gerber

UNIONSUIT

SWEAT TOPS
Entire Stock, Ladies’ Hanes’

CANADIANA COLOURS
Paton’s

REMNANTS

BOOKS

NETTING & TUELLING

LACEMAKER LACE

WHITE DRAPERY

AWNING CANVAS
45”

T-SHIRTING
Large Selection

 

LAUNDERED COTTON

POLYCOTTON PRINTS

INDIVIDUAL SHEETS

BEACH TOWELS
Jacquard

CAR BORG ENDS

CROCHET COTTON CROSS STITCH BEARS
Bagged, White

DISH CLOTHS WABASSO SHEETING

BINDERS & NOTEBOOKS
Back To School

FABRIC PAINT

Striped, Laundered

Fun With Fabric

Scribbles

71⁄2 Fiskars, All Purpose

Big Grouping

Large Selection

Printed

SCISSORS

Cracked

STOCK POT SET
Stainless Steel

DECORATOR TINS
Just Arrived

BABY BLANKETS

All Sizes

FABRICS
Back To School

TERRY ENDS
Remnants

Upholstery

Craft

 99¢

$ 19.99    ea.

ea.

80%
 OFF   

$ 2.99    ea.

$ 6.99    ea.

Regular
$6.99

 15%
 OFF   

Regular
$29.99

 30%
 OFF   

Regular
2/$1.00

30%
 OFF   

$ 4.99    ea.

30%
 OFF   

 99¢
ea.

10%
 OFF   

3 / 
$ 1.00   

$ 3.99    yd.

Regular
$7.49

Regular
$3.99

GREAT SELECTION

$ 1.99    ea.

Regular
$2.99

$ 3.49    ea.

Regular
$5.99

 30%
 OFF   

 20%
 OFF   

$ 39.99      set

only

Regular
$29.99$ 19.99    ea.

Regular
$1.99$ 1.49    ball

 1/2 PRICE   

$ 2.99    yd.

$ 1.99    yd.

Regular
$9.99$ 4.99    yd.

30%
 OFF   

Regular
$11.99

2 / 
$ 1.00   

 49¢
ea.

$ 1.00    yd.

 99¢
yd.

Regular
$2.99

$ 3.00    lb.

Elmira celebrates 
final fall fair

London, said Skip Maher.
“That doesn’t happen all 

the time … I was quite 
pleased that the judges 
were able to choose a full-
complement of contestants 
to go on.”

Forty-five children and 
calves made their way to 
the 4H open dairy compe-
tition, said Mary Haight, 
president of the Waterloo 
4H Club. 

“In light of the conditions 
we felt that was a very 
good turnout because a 
lot of those kids come 
from farms and [and some 
farmers] felt they couldn’t 
leave the farm in case of 
hydro going out again.” 

Wellington County 

JOANNE PEACH

youth Shawn Vervoort 
was awarded the grand 
champion showman; the 
champion calf award 
went to Matt Dann. 
Kaitlyn O’Donnell col-
lected the most prizes, 
though, after scoring a 
reserve champion in the 
showman category, hour-
able mention in the calf 
competition and grand 
champion in the exclusive 
Floradale 4H Calf Club 
competition. 

The level of competition 
in both the calf and the 
displays inside the arena 
were “excellent,” said 
Haight, as were the mul-
titude of displays housed 
inside the arena.

This year’s fruit exhibits 
were lower than former 
years but the vegetable 
displays were up on last 
year, said Holt, who scored 
the overall championship 
for her prized preserves.

Attendance was down 
slightly but considering 
the adversity it [the final 
fair] was very well attend-
ed,” she said.

The final tally for the fair 
attendance won’t be avail-
able, however, until after 
the final event – the truck 
and tractor pull – sched-
uled for today (Aug. 23).

Next year, the fair will 
be held at the Grand River 
Raceway in Elora.

WEDDING

The wedding will take place on
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2003
at the Calvary United Church

Listowel, Ontario

DEATH NOTICES

Ken and Peg Curtis of Elmira and Jack 
and Phyllis McClennan of Listowel are 

pleased to announce the upcoming 
marriage of their children

KIMBERLY ANN and
ROBERT MICHAEL

THANK YOU

A sincere thank you to my 
niece Elaine and her husband 
Bob Taylor for hosting a 
surprise Open House for my 
80th birthday. Thanks also 
to others who helped with 
preparations and the fancy 
cakes and other goodies. And 
last but not least a hearty 
thank you to the many kind 
people who came to extend 
greetings and the beautiful 
cards and gifts.
It was truly a memorable 
occasion. There was one card 
with poems by Emily Mathews 
but had no signature. It would 
be nice to know who gave it.

- Elmina Brubacher

IN MEMORIAM

AL WALTER
In loving memory of a dear 
husband, grandfather and 
great grandfather who 
passed away 12 years ago, 
Aug. 27, 1991.

It’s lonely here without you, we miss
   you more each day.
For life is not the same to us, since you
  were called away.
To your resting place we visit and place
  flowers there with care.
But no one knows the heartache when
  we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed by wife 
Eleanor and family.

DUNN, Hilda
Passed away, peacefully, at the Heritage 
House in St. Jacobs on Friday, August 15, 
2003, in her 76th year, formerly of Breslau.

HENDERSON, Courtney
Following a serious car accident, on 
Monday, August 18, 2003. Courtney 
Henderson, age 19 years, of Fergus.

LEVITT, Janet Mowbray
Passed away, peacefully, at the Haliburton 
Hospital, on Monday, August 18, 2003, in 
her 85th year.

MARTIN, Albert “Bert”
On Saturday, August 16, 2003, at KW 
Health Centre of Grand River Hospital. 
“Bert” Martin, in his 64th year, of Elmira.

MARTIN, Daniel M.
Peacefully, on Tuesday, August 19, 2003, 
at University Hospital, London. Daniel M. 
Martin age 59 years, of RR1, St. Jacobs.

MARTIN, Jason
On Tuesday, August 19, 2003, as the 
result of an accident, Jason Martin, age 
7 years.

MOHR, Alfred M.
Peacefully, on Monday, August 18, 2003, 
at his residence, Alfred M. Mohr, age 75 
years, of St. Jacobs.

OLIVER, William James
Passed away, at Freeport Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital, on Monday, August 
18, 2003, at the age of 73 years.

SOUTHCOTE, Elizabeth “Betty” 
(Mrs. Graham)
On Tuesday, August 19, 2003, at Groves 
Memorial Community Hospital, Fergus, 
Elizabeth “Betty” Southcote, in her 71st 
year of Elmira.

molition derby … higher 
than previous years,” said 
Hansford. The same could 
be said of the Canadian 
stunt driver’s event. “It 
went over really well. We 
had a full house.” 

And all the prize money 
was given out at the pet 
show competition, which 
isn’t always the case, he 
noted.

Father-and-son team 
Skip and BJ Maher en-
joyed a similar level of 
success at the kid’s talent 
show. 

Five juniors and 10 
seniors were judged to 
compete in the semifinals 
at the Western Fair in 

Continued from page 27

IN FULL SONG  Evan Supple of the Encore Dance Studio in Elmira sang Zip Adee Doo Dah at the Elmira Country Fair talent contest on Aug. 
16. Supple was one the students selected as a solo and as a duet along with fellow dance student Caitlyn Martin to go on to the quarterfinals 
at the Western Fair in London. 
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE. ANY PICTURE.

Available in a variety of sizes & 
delivered right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
Also, see full details and information about online 

ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

PUBLIC 
WATCHDOG

WE STAND ON  GUARD FOR THEE

Ignore marriage advice... you’ll fare far better
Q.  Looking to settle down, you 
start asking around for advice 
and get plenty:  Remember, 
opposites attract, marriage 
should be 50-50, marital hap-
piness requires total trust, you 
must work at the relationship, 
don’t reveal personal matters 
to outsiders, extramarital af-
fairs will destroy a marriage, 
don’t have sex when you’re 
angry, dead love can some-
times be rekindled... So, are 
you now well-advised for your 
quest?

A.  More likely, your 
well-meaning mentors 
are steering you toward a 
broken heart, says Rutgers 
psychologist Arnold A. 
Lazarus in Marital Myths 
Revisited, which includes 
all of the above.  Opposites 
don’t attract; rather study 
after study has shown 
that similars do, from 
similar socioeconomic 
backgrounds, education, 

politics, religion, even 
similar heights (talls tend 
to marry talls).  Opposite 
is OK at times, but imag-
ine trying to find marital 
bliss when one partner 
is gregarious, the other 
a loner; one is fiery and 
passionate, the other has 
a low sex-drive, etc. 50-50 
founders, too, on life’s 
complexities:  80-20 can 
be fairer in an area like 
cooking/shopping chores 
where one partner likes 
these more or is better at 
them; getting up to feed 
the baby depends on biol-
ogy, jobs, salaries, who 
sleeps better and when.  
Caring accommodation is 
a far better rule.

Good marriages tend 
to be based not on total 
trust but on a tinge of in-
security.  Too much trust 
implies taking the other’s 
fidelity for granted, which 

is a form of disrespect.
Revealing problems to 

others can help get things 
fixed.

Having sex for many 
couples helps them work 
off anger. And on it goes.  
From myth to myth, says 
Dr. Lazarus, these can 
create some needlessly 
painful realities.
Q.  Imagine you plant a 5-
pound willow branch in a vat 
with 200 pounds of soil.  Five 
years later, after regular wa-
terings, the branch has grown 
into a 165-pound tree.  Now 
how much will the soil weigh?

A.  Still almost 200 
pounds!  When Flemish 

physician Jean Baptista 
van Helmont did this ex-
periment in 1630, he was 
amazed to discover the soil 
had lost only a few ounces. 
So he reasoned the tree 
material couldn’t have 
come from the soil but 
from the water instead, 
say Mahlon Hoagland et 
al. in Exploring the Way 
Life Works:  The Science of 
Biology.

He was right in the first 
conclusion but not entirely 
in the second, says Oregon 
State University forest 
and soils expert Phillip 
Sollins.  Most of a tree’s 
weight comes not from 

the water but from the 
carbon of carbon dioxide, 
right out of “thin air.”  So 
when you see a tree, you 
can think of it as one part 
water and three parts air, 
with a sprinkling of the 
soil nutrients nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium, 
sulfur, etc. thrown in, all 
in the presence of that life 
elixir sunlight.
Q.  Baseball slugger boasts 
to his hurler friend, “I could 
hit your pitches with my eyes 
closed.  I mean literally.  I’ve 
got the ocular headgear to 
prove it.”  Is this idle brag-
gadocio, or does the slugger 
know something?

A.  Having read Yale 
physicist Robert K. 
Adair’s The Physics of 
Baseball, the batsman is 
going into the challenge 
with eyes wide open.  He 
knows a blazing fastball 
takes about 400 millisec-

onds (.4 second) to get to 
the plate, that the whole 
process of seeing the ball 
(75 ms.), thinking about 
how to hit it (50 ms.), start-
ing the action (25 ms.), and 
completing the swing itself 
(150 ms.) takes about 300 
ms.  The first 100 ms. is lost 
to pre-visual time.

For a good chance of a sol-
id connection, the swing 
needs to begin by around 
250 ms. into the pitch, and 
little bat adjustment is 
possible subsequently.  “If 
it weren’t psychologically 
upsetting, the batter could 
just as well close his eyes 
after the ball is halfway 
to the plate or, if it was a 
night game, management 
could turn out the lights 
and the batter would hit 
the ball just as well.”

So in fact the slugger here 
– if he’s good – is leaving 
little to blind chance.

The media’s scrutiny of our 
institutions, both private 
and public, and especially 
our political system has been 
an important part of shaping 
this country. That scrutiny is 
part of the long-established 
role of the media as the 
public watchdog.

We also tell people stories 
about themselves and do 
our part to entertain, but the 
watchdog role is the corner-
stone of the free press.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

August 23
Registration deadline for Encore Horse Show and 
Fun Day is Aug. 23, with special classes for 4-H 
groups. Anyone wishing to enter can contact Burnett 
at 519-843-9932 or e-mail kburnett@4-hontario.ca 
or check out the web site for registration information 
under Shows at www.campencore.com.  Encore 
Show series will feature 5 classes – 6 divisions 
(showmanship, walk, walk, trot, walk, trot, canter 
and equitation pattern), there is a registration fee 
for those competing of $6.00 per class or $20 per 
division. 

September 8
Transportation Expo 2003 – Ever thought of a career 
in transportation and warehousing? Come to the 
tranportation Expo 2003 and explore the wide range 
of current opportunities that exist in the industry. 
Meet representatives from local companies or 
speak with one of the training companies about 
their available services. The Expo is free of charge 
and will run from 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., bring 
your resume. Holiday Inn, 200 Holiday Inn Drive, 
Cambridge, ON. 

September 14
Delicious Hot Ham Supper – St. Clements Community 
Centre. 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. Tickets at the door, raffle 
on quilt & 50?50 draw. Adults $10.00; children 5-12 
$5.00. Sponsored by the St. Clemetns RC Parish, St. 
Clements. 

Septemeber 15
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Mon., Wed., 
and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9:00 a.m. Register between Aug. 18 
and 29 for a 10-week session starting Sept. 15. Cost 
$60.00. 
Gentle Moves – Mon. 7:00 p.m. A gentle exercise class 
specifically designed for people with fibromyalgia & 
chronic fatigue syndrome. Register between Aug. 18 
and 29 for a  seven week session starting Sept. 15. 
Cost $15.75. 

September 16
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. & 
Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Register between Aug. 18 and Aug. 
29 for a ten week session starting Sept. 16. Cost 
$50.00. 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness – Tues. 10:30 a.m. If 
you are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fitness class, 
come try this gentle step. Register between Aug. 18 
and Aug. 29 for a seven-week session starting Sept. 
16. Cost $15.75. 
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church – 2 Cross St., 
Elmira. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pot roast meat loaf with 
roasted potatoes and carrots, salad, dessert, coffee 
or tea, $7.00 per person. Please join us and bring a 
friend. Take outs available at the door. 

September 18
Take Back the Night March for Waterloo Region. 
Gather at Kitchener’s Victoria Park clock tower 
(David & Park St.) at 6:30 p.m. Women and 
children march. Men show support by cheering 
marchers on. Bring noise makers, drums, friends. 
Refreshments following at Victoria Park Pavillion. 
Donation box and items for sale. For more info call 
571-0121. 
Seniors On The Go – Thurs. 11:15 a.m. Fitness 
classes for active seniors 55+. Register between Aug. 
18 and Aug. 29 for a seven-week session starting 
Sept. 18. Cost $15.75. 

September 21 
The Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. Speed River 
Trail, Riverside Park Guelph. Join the group for a 
two-hour hike along the Speed River in Guelph. 
Please meet in the lower parking area (second 
parking lot) as you enter Riverside Park, Guelph. 
From KW, take Hwy 7 into Guelph. Turn south 
onto Woolwich St. Enter at the main park gate 
on the east side of Woolwich St., just south of 
Marilyn Drive. Please contact hike leader Inga 
Rinne at 742-8750 to confirm meeting time and 
location. 

Serving Your Community for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certified
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

POSTPONED

TO JU
NE 11, 12, 13, 2004
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POSTPONED

TO JU
NE 11, 12, 13, 2004

FINAL RACE DAY AT ELMIRA RACEWAY
Monday, September 1st

DOUBLEHEADER20 RACES IN TOTAL!Afternoon Racing ( 9 races)Post Time: 2:30 (until 5:15 pm)Night Racing (11 races)Post Time: 7:30 (until 11:00 pm)

THE 
LAST  

HURRAH
IN

ELMIRA!

POLOROID PICTURES COMPLIMENTS OF:

5:30PM 
TO 7:30PM

Sponsored by 
the Ontario Harness 
Horse Association

Proceeds benefit the 
Elmira Boy Scouts

Peanut

Standing 18 inches 

high and weighing in 

at 41 pounds, Peanut is 

the smallest full-grown 

miniature horse stallion 

in the world.

meet & have your picture taken with

FIRST 300 KIDS CAN MEET PEANUT, 

RECEIVE A FREE POLOROID, PLUS FREE 

CHIP NUTS FROM PICARD PEANUTS

at Carriage Hall from 2pm to 5pm

CHIP NUTS COMPLIMENTS OF:

ELMIRA RACEWAY   28 Snyder Avenue South • P.O. Box 98 • (519) 669-8036
www.elmiraraceway.com • www.grandriverraceway.com

Farewell
BBQ

BURGERS: $2
HOT DOGS: $1

POP: $1
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 FREE  BOWLING
Wednesday 

August 27th

& Thursday 

August 28th

2 GAMES FREE

from 1pm to 4pm 

& 7pm to 10pm

MIXED LEAGUES: Sun., Tues., & Fri.

+55 CLUB: Mon., Tues., & Wed.
(NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY)

LADIES NIGHT OUT: Mon. Evenings

MEN ONLY: Wed., Thur., & Fri.

LEAGUES FOR 
ALL AGES

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
Tuesday & Wednesdays

4pm to 5:30pm
Wheelchairs welcome
Instruction available

PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED

YOUTH BOWLING COUNCIL

• AGES PRESCHOOL TO 19
• SHIRTS, BADGES 
   & TOURNAMENTS

• LEVEL 1 & LEVEL 2 COACHES

REGISTRATION: SEPTEMBER 3 & 4 FROM 7PM TO 9PM

National program info 
at www.bpac.ca

AGES 3-5:  1 game on bumpers Sat.
AGES 6-7:  2 games (PeeWees) Sat.
AGES 8-10:  3 games (Bantams) Sat.
AGES 11-13:  3 games (Juniors) Mon.
AGES 14-19:  3 games (Seniors) Thurs.

WARNING!
YOU COULD MAKE IT TO A 

NATIONAL FINAL — SOMEONE 

HAS EVERY YEAR SINCE 1992

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN - LEAGUES START IN SEPTEMBER BUT YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!


