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Narrowly missed hydro lines as it plunked down, says farmer
RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A s i n g l e - e n g i n e 
plane went down 
in a wheat fi eld on 
Scotch Line Road 

near Conestogo Aug. 13, nar-
rowly missing hydro lines 
as it made an emergency 
landing.

The plane – a Cessna 172 
from the Waterloo-Welling-
ton Flight Centre – cut a 
75-metre path through the 
wheat fi eld when it landed 
and slowed to a stop shortly 
before 9 p.m. 

The pilot, an experienced 
fl ight instructor, and three 
passengers escaped injury. 
None of their names were 
released.

Farm owner Henry Martin 
was outside giving milk to 
his calves when he saw the 

plane approach from the north 
at a low altitude and “sputter-
ing.”

“It just looked like something 
was wrong so I kept watching 
it,” he said. “I never expected 

to have a plane land in my 
fi eld. I just couldn’t believe it.”

After passing Martin’s prop-
erty – 1119 Scotch Line Rd., 
at Northfi eld Drive East – the 
plane circled east and came 

back. The plane skimmed over 
hydro lines along Northfi eld 
Drive East as it came down in 
the fi eld, the farmer recalled.

“I could see the lights turn 
around and come back. Then 

there was a whooshing sound 
as it went into the wheat,” he 
said, adding it landed rough 
but under control.

“They weren’t prepared for 
a wheat fi eld. They said they 
thought they were landing on 
a hard surface. It doesn’t look 
like a wheat fi eld from the sky 
at dusk.

“They ended up landing 
three feet down further than 
they thought… because of the 
height of the wheat.”

It wasn’t long before the 
farm’s single lane drive was 
packed tightly with police, 
fi refi ghters, media and other 
onlookers.

“I couldn’t say how many 
showed up, but it was full,” 
he said of the laneway. “Most 
of them were here until about 
11:30. We’re not used to that 
kind of excitement around 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The discovery this week of 30 or 
more sick cats, many covered 
in fl eas and feces, in a Florad-
ale home was not the fi rst time 

animal control offi cials had cause to 
visit 15 Main St. 

The Kitchener-Waterloo Humane 

EMERGENCY LANDING This single-engine plane was forced to land in a Scotch Line wheat fi eld Wednesday evening after 
experiencing engine failure. No injuries were reported.

RESCUE MISSION Animal control offi cer 
Gary Boes dressed for protection on Aug. 14.

PITIFUL Bearing open wounds and riddled with fl eas, these kittens were among 30 or so cats rescued by the 
Kitchener –Waterloo Humane Society from a house in Floradale this week. 

JOE MERLIHAN
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

Specials from August 18 to August 23

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$2.89

Deli Sliced

lb.

Tyroler or Texas
Jalapeno Loaf

$2.29

Smoked Turkey or
Honey Garlic

lb.

Sausages

$1.99

Fresh, Regular or Garlic

lb.

Pork Sausages

$2.69

4 oz.

ea.

Pork Maple Patties
$2.59

Mini, Half or Whole

ea.

Blackforest Hams

$2.99

Fresh

ea.

Beef Rump Roasts

here.”
The precise cause of the 

engine failure is still un-
der investigation by the 
Transportation Safety 
Board, but Waterloo-Wel-
lington Flight Centre 
general manager Brian 
Dennis said initial infor-
mation is leaning toward 
mechanical failure.

The plane took off from 
Waterloo Region Airport 
and had been in the air 
for nearly an hour and a 
half before it was forced to 
land – just 2.2 kilometres 
south of a private airstrip. 
The trip was scheduled as 
a return flight lesson to 
Owen Sound.

“On the way back that’s 
when there were some 
technical difficulties 
encountered and that’s 
when it landed in the 
field,” said Dennis, add-
ing he’s unsure if the 
plane landed in Owen 
Sound or if the student 
was in control when the 
engine started to fail.

“She (instructor) was 
the one in control (dur-
ing landing).”

While not an ideal land-
ing, Dennis praised the 
pilot with following the 
appropriate procedures 
and bringing the plane 
down safely.

“She carried it off to 
a very exceptional re-
sult,” he said, adding the 
wheat field made for a flat 
enough landing. “That 
wheat is pretty high 
though. It’s just that when 
the light starts to fail, you 
don’t get good perception 
of depth.”

The plane received mi-
nor damage to a wing and 
propeller during landing.

Work crews dismantled 
the plane and removed it 
by late Thursday morn-
ing.

Continued from cover

Mechanical 
failure likely 

cause of plane
going down in 
farmer’s field

Visit was not first to Floradale address
Society’s Gary Boes first 
visited Violet Litchy’s 
home in 1999 after re-
ceiving a complaint that 
her cats may be sick. 
After making a visit to 
the property, Boes deter-
mined the animals were 
carrying fleas. He subse-
quently returned to the 
home with flea powder. 

During a follow-up 
visit that same year, Li-
chty agreed to surrender 
some of her cats on  Boes’ 
advice.

But “there were no 
where near the number 
[of cats in the house] 
that there was now, said 
humane society manager 

Ward McAlister follow-
ing the seizure of some 30 
cats and kittens from the 
home this week.

Boes retuned to the Flo-
radale home on Aug. 13 
after receiving a tip from 
a neighbour.

Having spoken to Lichty, 
Boes entered the house to 
find numerous cats and 
kittens covered in feces, 
bearing open sores and 
crawling with lice.

Several animals were 
visibly distressed as was 
Lichty herself, who was 
promptly admitted to 
hospital, said Boes. 

Fifteen cats and five kit-
tens were removed from 
the property and placed 

in quarantine at the 
humane society in Kitch-
ener. The following day, 
another six cats were 
retrieved from the prop-
erty. At press time, Boes 
was still in the process 
of trying to catch some 
more animals, which had 
been seen by a neighbour 
overnight.

Neighbour and Florad-
ale fire chief Dennis Frey 
has lived beside Litchy 
for years. 

During that time, he 
has attended at least one 
fire call at the home in 
1995 after a neighbour 
complained Lichty was 
burning newspaper 
soaked in cat urine in 

her backyard. 
“I tried to talk to her 

twice about her burning 
her garbage,” said Frey.

The Ministry of 
Environment (MOE) sub-
sequently contacted Frey 
after receiving a com-
plaint that the fires were 
particularly pungent. 

Relations with Litchy 
soured after that, Frey 
said, adding that for 
years prior to the fire, 
his family had mowed 
Litchy’s lawn and looked 
out for the old woman. 
“For the past five years 
though we’ve hardly 
been able to help her with 
anything … we’ve tried 
though,” said Frey, add-
ing that he has not been 
in the house since then.

Susan Zantinge of 
the Elmira Cat Rescue 
learned of Lichty and her 
cats some years ago. 

“A few neighbours 
phoned and asked me to 
take a few kittens that 
had ended up on their 
property – the mother 
had been killed on the 
road or something,” said 
Zantinge, adding that she 
had not spoken to Lichty 
directly.

“I know the humane so-
ciety has been in and out 
of there,” she said, adding 
that she can’t understand 
how the situation had 
been allowed to escalate. 

“I heard that they are 
pressing charges, which 
I didn’t quite understand 
because they’ve been 

in and out of there for 
years. If they thought 
there was such a prob-
lem, why didn’t they do 
something years ago?” 
said Zantinge.

As far as McAlister is 
concerned, the humane so-
ciety followed the correct 
procedures when it visited 
the home back in 1999. 

 “To his (Boes) recol-
lection there was no 
problems – he actually 
went out and supplied 
flea stuff to her,” said 
McAlister. “When he was 
out there, the lady took 
the animals to the vet-
erinarian and had $700 
to $800 worth of vet bills 
– they got all their shots,” 
McAlister added.

During a second “cour-
tesy” visit that same year, 
Lichty agreed to surren-
der some of her cats to 
Boes after he suggested 
she had more cats than 
she could handle. “He 
found the numbers were 
up … and she turned over 
some cats over to Gary to 
keep the numbers down.” 

At no time, however, 
did Boes have cause to 
believe the cats were 
not being cared for, said 
McAlister. “To say, as 
rescue group, why didn’t 
they do it earlier? … 
we never knew about,” 
he said, adding that if 
people aren’t willing to 
be a witness or register 
their name with the so-
ciety when they make a 
complaint, the organiza-

tion is powerless to get a 
warrant to investigate.

Having coped with 
Litchy’s cats sprawling 
and defecating on his 
own property for years, 
Frey was well aware 
Litchy had lots of cats in 
her home. Still, he had no 
idea of the conditions she 
was living in. 

“I didn’t realize she was 
living like that. I knew 
the house was full of gar-
bage, but I last went into 
the house five or more 
years ago.” 

According to family 
friends who arrived at 
the house on Aug. 14, 
Lichty was due to be re-
leased from Grand River 
Hospital later that day. 

The cats are still being 
treated at the humane 
society. One of the ani-
mals has already been 
euthanized, said McAli-
ster, adding that some of 
the cats are unlikely to 
survive.

“They are being tested 
right now,” he said, 
adding that some of the 
creatures are suspected 
to be suffering from leu-
kemia and herpes. 

Charges against Lichty 
are pending, although 
McAlister surmised they 
may be waived because of 
her ill health.

“This has not happened 
overnight,” he conclud-
ed. “These neighbours 
knew this was going on 
and they turned a blind 
eye.”

Continued from cover

Lights out

Elmira was brought 
to a standstill late 
Thursday after-

noon – as with much of 
southern Ontario and 
the eastern United States 
– when part of the power 
grid in the Niagara area 
failed causing a domino 
effect at other generating 
plants.

Local police were 
quick to respond to the 
power failure, taking up 
position to guide traffic 
collecting at the inter-
section of Sawmill Road 
and Arthur Street South. 

Traffic was backed-up for 
several kilometers along 
Arthur Street South 
through rush hour.

Water was also an is-
sue, particularly in the 
more rural areas of the 
township. Only Elmira 
and St. Jacobs retained 
continuous flow, though 
residents were asked to 
conserve water.

Waterloo Region orga-
nized backup generators 
at some of the smaller 
water pumping stations 
intermittently, but at-
press time they hadn’t 

been called upon.
Elmira’s volunteer fire 

department arranged 
to have five firefighters 
at the Howard Street 
station throughout the 
blackout to answer ques-
tions from residents 
looking for guidance.

With no power to oper-
ate, local businesses 
were forced to shut their 
doors and in many cases 
scramble to preserve 
their perishables.

For businesses with 
backup generators, such 

 SEE POWER page 5

SHOPPING FRENZY Able to keep their doors open, Selby’s employees had a rush of customers looking 
for ice, batteries and sundries. JOANNE PEACH
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‘Plane’ hard work
St. Clements cadet returns from Cold Lake ready to pass on skills

Accessibility Advisory 
Committee welcomes 

Coun. Ruby Weber

Road maintenance
in the works

HUGO RODRIGUES

Minister Ecker to be 
guest speaker in KW

Oktoberfest ‘hansie’ 
discontinued

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having just returned from survival 
training at the home of Canadian 
Forces 4 Wing in Cold Lake, Al-
berta, St. Clements cadet Marco 

Di Benedetto is ready to put 
the air cadet motto to use – ‘to 
learn, to serve, to advance’ aptly 
describes his rise through the 
voluntary youth organization.

His association with the cadets 
began four years ago when he 
joined and wanted to fl y. Moving 
up the ranks to his most recent 
promotion to Cadet Sergeant, Di 
Benedetto received the opportu-
nity to attend a two-week training 
course in Cold Lake, Alberta. Returning 
Aug. 1, he already knew that starting Aug. 
18 he’ll be put into duty at his 822 Squadron 
home located at the Waterloo Regional Air-
port in Breslau.

In his survival training, Di Benedetto was 
thrown into a fl ight group of about 35 peo-
ple, and took theory classes in emergency 
survival covering topics such as extreme 
weather conditions, building shelter, iden-

tifying edible plants and fi rst aid. Once 
the topics were covered, Di Benedetto was 
paired up with another cadet from a differ-
ent fl ight group and the two were stranded 
on the base and left to their own devices.

“They put us out in the bush and every 
once in awhile a fl ight staff would come 

out and check in with us. The fi rst 
time they gave us matches so that 
we could start a fi re. After that 
they delivered food and water but 
we had to survive on our own,” 
explained Di Benedetto. Left to 
his own devices Di Benedetto 
was able to construct a water 
collection device to supplement 
what he was given.

“I’m not sure what it’s called 
but it’s a hole in the ground 

with a garbage bag over top of it and 
small rock in the middle,” he said. “Then 
you put a cup underneath in the hole and 
the condensation collects and drops down 
into the cup.

“We were getting pre-packaged indi-
vidual meals. Some were good and some 
were bad, you just had to know which 
one to eat. There were different ones for 
different meals, so supper and breakfast 

and then lunch would be either a supper or 
a breakfast,” added Di Benedetto, speak-
ing of the meal rations, which were also 
supplemented.

 “There was a class on edible plants, so we 
were able to fi nd a lot of edible plants such 
as blueberries, Saskatoon berries, cucum-
ber leaves, fi reweed and pine needles for 
pine needle tea.”

These are some of the tidbits he may get 
to pass on to cadets in Breslau this month, 
depending on what Maj. Ron Gowling, 
commander of his squadron, requests. 

As a newly-minted sergeant,  Di Benedetto 
already knows he’ll have to take more re-
sponsibility for the fl ight group in Breslau, 
something he’s ready to accept.

Hoping to stay in air cadets until he ages 
out of the program at 19, Di Benedetto’s 
goals have changed over the years as well. 
While fl ying was all the reason to join up, 
his interests now lean more towards the 
discipline required to stay in the program. 
If all goes according to plan he hopes to put 
that discipline to use both starting Aug. 17 
and after leaving cadets.

“I want to join the military,” he ex-
plained, adding “I kind of want to join the 
infantry.”

Coun. Ruby Weber will serve as Wool-
wich Township’s representative on the 
newly adopted Grand River Accessibil-
ity Advisory Committee. Meeting Aug. 
12, councillors approved her appoint-
ment and adopted terms of reference 
for the committee, organized to meet 
provincial legislation. The Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act states that every 
municipality with a population greater 
than 10,000 must establish an advisory 
committee and prepare an accessibility 
plan – Woolwich will be taking part in a 
region-wide committee.

Woolwich will spend about $71,000 
over the next couple of weeks upgrad-
ing the surfaces of three roadways in 
the township. Cornell Construction 
Ltd. won a bid this week to revamp the 
tar-and-chip surface of Menno Street in 
Breslau, and Eldon Place and the rural 
section of Florapine Road in Floradale. 
The work is to be completed by the end 
of August.
In a similar move, councillors also 

approved placing the paving of Apple 
Grove Road – between Weber Street 
and Lobsinger Line – on its long-term 
paving list. The full paving job is ex-
pected to cost $150,000, although no 
timeline has been established.
“I would support us putting this on our 

paving list – but we have lots of rural 
roads that need paving,”  Coun. Pat 
McLean said of the decision. “I don’t 
think these folks should assume this 
is going to happen in the next year or 
two.”

TAKING FLIGHT Cadet Sgt. Marco Di Benedetto, seen here in uniform on the patio of his home in St. Clements. Di Benedetto returned home Aug. 1 from the cadet training 
centre in Cold Lake, Alberta, where he had been taking a two-week introductory course in survival skills. He’ll share some of this training with his fellow cadets starting 
Aug. 18 in Breslau.

The Greater Kitchener Waterloo Cham-
ber of Commerce is bringing provincial 
fi nance minister Janet Ecker to the 
region.
Ecker will be the special guest at a 

Chamber breakfast at The Holiday Inn 
in Kitchener Aug. 27. She’s expected 
to bring an inside look into Ontario’s 
economic future.
To register for the event call Matt at 

576-5000 ext. 25.

Souvenir Oktoberfest coins will be no 
more. The “hansie” – a $2 coin created 
just for the festival and legal tender for 
four months of the year in Waterloo 
– has been discontinued.
For the past 30 years the “hansie” has 

been redesigned to depict an historical 
event, person or landmark on one side 
with the annual festival logo on the 
other. 
The coins are often kept by festival 

patrons as an event souvenir, though 
they could be refunded at the end of the 
festival. However in recent years, more 
and more coins have been returned, 
leading to the cancellation of the coin, 
explained Oktoberfest president Don 
Wilcox.
“This decision has been made as part 

of our on-going review of all aspects of 
the festival,” he said. It is our responsi-
bility to maintain the soundness of our 
fi nancial position.” 

AS OF PRESS TIME THE POWER 
AT OUR PRINTING FACILITIES 
HAD NOT BEEN RESTORED, 
WHICH MAY HAVE CAUSED 
DELAYS IN DELIVERY.

669.8282

friendly   effi cient  knowledgeable 

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed Sundays

YOUR COMMUNITY  YOUR PHARMACY

$3.99
Offer expires Aug 23

VITAMIN C
500 mg. capsules
108 BONUS SIZE

Swiss Herbal Sale

Open Monday and Tuesday 9 to 6:30; Wednesday 9 to 5; Thursday and Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 3; Closed Sundays

YOUR COMMUNITY 
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Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and
Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario
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RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

An early morning 
blaze Aug. 10 de-
stroyed a barn and 

killed 150 pigs south of the 
village of Wellesley. The 
blaze could be seen from 
several kilometres away.

“I hit the top of the hill at 
Crosshill and I could see 
the flames from there,” 
Wellesley Township fire 
chief Dave Geil said of 
the Greenwood Hill fire. 
“There was some im-
mediate concern that 
the farmer was still in 
the barn, but we got that 
cleared up right away. Ev-
eryone was outside.”

The cause of the fire is 
unknown , though not sus-
picious, the chief added. 

Farm owner Nelson 
Hoover was doing his 
morning chores in the 
barn when he discovered 
the fire in the straw shed 
near the roof rafters 
around 7 a.m. At the 
time, the flames were 
about two-feet tall, he 

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As an August heat 
wave set in, Wool-
wich council had 

its sights set on snow this 
week, discussing sidewalk 
clearing in St. Jacobs and 
approving a winter-main-
tenance policy.

Meeting as a commit-
tee of the whole Aug. 12, 
councillors deferred until 
next week a decision on 
providing snow-removal 
services to all or parts of 
St. Jacobs, pending more 
information.

A report by direc-
tor of engineering and 
planning Dave Gosnay 
showed residents in the 
village are essentially 
split over the service 
– earlier this year, the 
township sent surveys 
to 444 households, with 
266 (60 per cent) being re-
turned, asking residents 
if they wanted all side-
walks cleared (at a cost 
of about $10 per year 
per household), key side-
walks cleared (about $2), 
or to continue the current 
policy of not clearing the 
sidewalks.

With 266 responses 

Livestock perish in 
Wellesley barn fire

Firefighters keep blaze from spreading to 
nearby fuel tanks and buildings

noted.
The farmer ran to call 

the fire department be-
fore opening the main 
gates for his animals to 
escape. While many pigs 
were too afraid to run, 
31 of them escaped the 
flames.

“The fire spread too 
quickly to do anything 
with the barn,” Hoover 
said, adding firefighters 
arrived in about seven 
minutes. “By the time 
they (firefighters) got 
there, the whole barn 
was in flames.”

With the barn engulfed, 
the main concern was 
to keep two nearby fuel 
tanks from exploding 
and to keep the flames 
from spreading to two 
adjacent driving sheds 
and a home.

“There’s not too much 
you can do with a barn 
fire like that,” said Geil. 
“We just wanted to make 
sure we didn’t lose any-
thing else.”

About 30 firefighters 
responded to the blaze, 

from both the Wellesley 
and St. Clements fire de-
partments. While the St. 
Clements contingent left 
about 9 a.m., the Welles-
ley crew continued to 
hose hot spots until noon.

“Everything was in 
the foundation, so we 
figured it was safe. You 
can spend a whole day 
there on something like 
that,” Geil said of the 
still burning fire. “The 
farmer was still around 
to keep an eye on things 
in case the wind changed 
directions.”

About 30 friends and 
family from the area 
turned out to help Hoover 
clean up his property Aug. 
11, using a small forklift to 
haul large pieces of debris 
from the smoldering cra-
ter that remains.

“We’ll get everything 
out that we can,” Hoover 
said of the clean up.

Construction of a new 
barn – in the footing of 
the destroyed one – is ex-
pected to be completed by 
later today (Aug. 16).

Council talks about 
snow in August

Township to look at clearing sidewalks in St. Jacobs
(about 60 per cent), the 
township found 48 per 
cent supported that cur-
rent situation, 35 per cent 
wanted all sidewalks 
cleared, and 17 per cent 
opted to clear only key 
sidewalks in the village.

The splintered support 
had most councillors 
leaning toward the sta-
tus quo, with Coun. Pat 
McLean moving for de-
ferral until more details 
– including the position 
of the public school about 
sidewalks on routes lead-
ing to the school – are 
presented at the Aug. 19 
council meeting. 

Coun. Mark Bauman, 
who got the process roll-
ing earlier this year, 
called for support of a 
plan to clear key side-
walks. He cited concerns 
about snow building up 
on the sidewalks of the 
King Street bridge as the 
impetus for the plan. 

“People are now forced 
to cross the bridge on the 
travelled part of the high-
way because the snow 
gets too high,” he said, 
adding that there are 
many other public areas 
that could do with regu-
lar sidewalk clearing.

“Under the courtesy 
thing, the township re-
ally should be keeping 
the sidewalks clean, as 
we expect our residents 
to keep them clean.”

On that front, he got 
support from fellow coun-
cillor Murray Martin.

“I would suggest that 
on our own properties 
it should be clean. You 
can’t expect residents to 
clear their properties if 
we don’t clean our own.”

With a special-area rate 
of only a few dollars a 
year, Bauman argued, 
clearing snow from key 
sidewalks would be an 
inexpensive way to in-
crease safety and extend 
a courtesy to residents.

Also on the snow front, 
councillors approved 
a winter-maintenance 
policy presented by 
manager of engineering 
operations Rod Kruger.

Among other items, the 
policy sets out guidelines 
for salt use on municipal 
roads and sets minimum 
standards for clearing 
snow and ice from road-
ways, setting up a priority 
scale based on the traffic 
count and speed limits of 
each route. 

RICHARD VIVIAN

HUGO RODRIGUES

HAVE BIKE, WILL TRAVEL

PEDAL POWER The Kitchener Easy Riders brought their monthly bike tour to Woolwich Township 
Aug. 11, as they rode on bike trails north of Elmira. Going strong for six years now, the group cycles 
local trails on a monthly basis throughout the summer months. Some of the veteran members of 
the club are seen here on the Kissing Bridge Trail in Elmira. From left, John Harding, Carol Harding, 
Catherine Kekanovich, Sandra Bannon and Don Bannon.

LIVESTOCK LOST This Greenwood Hill Road barn was destroyed by fire Aug. 10, killing about 150 pigs. 
Construction of a new barn is expected to be complete Aug. 16.
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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Parking will be 
restricted on a 
portion of Elmira’s 

Barnswallow Drive to 
improve sightlines for 
drivers, Woolwich coun-
cil decided this week.

Meeting as a commit-
tee of the whole Aug. 12, 
councillors approved a 
plan that will ban park-
ing on the east side of 
Barnswallow between 
Eagle and First streets. 
Parking on the west side 
will be limited to one 
hour.

“We’re recommend-
ing that we try this and 
monitor it for a six-month 
period – and report back 
to council on the hopeful 
success of those measures 
to try to address the 
parking concerns on 
Barnswallow,” said Dave 
Gosnay, the township’s 
director of engineering 
and planning.

The move addresses 
area residents’ concerns 
about traffic flow on part 
of the road, a bend in 
front the Leisureworld 
Caregiving Centre – a 
shortage of parking at the 
facility means cars use 
the roadside there.

A township study found 
the bulk of the parking 
problem stems from 
an overflow of cars as 
Leisureworld employees 
change shifts, Gosnay 
reported. 

“With the one-hour time 
restriction, somebody 
coming to a new shift and 
parking on the road can-
not leave their car there 
for a whole shift; all they 
can do is arrive, go in the 
building, have the other 
shift leave and then im-
mediately go back out to 
get their car to bring it on 
to the site in the parking 
spot that has just been 
vacated.”

The new policy would 

Parking to be restricted on Barnswallow Dr.
Move follows neighbourhood concerns about safety on Elmira street

force those employees 
to go back out and move 
their cars to the newly 
vacated spots on the Lei-
sureworld property.

But Coun. Pat McLean, 
who voted against the 
plan, said Leisureworld 
should be doing more 
to solve the problem, 
adding the parking re-
strictions would penalize 
some neighbours for the 
nursing home’s parking 
woes.

“When your application 
for this property came 
forward, you assured us 
that you folks ran nurs-
ing homes – you clearly 
have shift changes at 
other nursing homes, 
you clearly deal with 
this kind of issue at other 
nursing homes and you 
had no problems with 
parking. That’s not been 
the experience here,” 
she told David Cutler, 
Leisureworld’s chief op-
erating officer. 

Although she supported 
the motion, Coun. Ruby 
Weber shared McLean’s 
concerns about Leisure-
world’s efforts to tackle 
the problem.

“I think it’s true that 
there probably isn’t much 
need for parking on the 
street, but I’m concerned 
that there is parking 
on the street. It seems 
to me that you ought to 
ensure that your staff 
are in your parking lot 
– that seems to be where 
the problem is. I would 
hope that you would do 
something about that,” 
she told Cutler, who said 
Leisureworld would 
encourage employees to 
work toward a solution.

“I would expect you 
not just to encourage 
your employees, I would 
expect you to insist that 
your employees get into 
the parking lot,” replied 
Weber.  “In other words, 
don’t allow them to park 
on the street – I don’t 

understand the problem 
here. If there are that 
many spaces available in 
your parking lot, why on 
Earth are there cars on 
the street?”

Cutler said the company 

had explored other op-
tions, including buying 
land from the neighbour-
ing church and moving 
its stormwater-manage-
ment pond, but nothing 
had worked out.

The measures suggest-
ed by the planning staff 
would help relieve the 
overflow problems, espe-
cially at shift changes, 
he said.

“Leisureworld is in 

support of the report 
and the recommenda-
tions that have been 
made. I think this will 
go a long way to resolv-
ing the issues that have 
been highlighted.”

as Selby’s Marketplace, 
the blackout brought 
a barrage of wanting 
customers through their 
doors.

“Within 20 minutes of the 
outage the generator was 
running. Ninety per cent 
of the refrigeration in the 
store was operational,” 
said Brent Chown, store 
manager. “It’s been pretty 
busy since then.

“We sold out of ice in an 
hour… all the batteries 
are gone.”

Selby’s purchased a 
large diesel generator in 
1999 in preparation for 
the much-touted Y2K. 
Since then, the generator 
has been fired up 10 times 
when power was low.

Electricity started 
returning to the area 
shortly before 8 p.m., but 
hadn’t fully returned as 
of press time.

The Observer was forced 
to borrow generators 
from two local busi-
nesses to get this issue 
to press. 

“The units allowed us to 
send the pages off to our 
printer on deadline,” said 
publisher Joe Merlihan. 

Power outage
Continued from page 2

120 ORIOLE PKWY, ELMIRA  669-2333              STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8am-9pm, Sundays 10am-5pm

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT 
AUGUST 16 - AUGUST 22, 2003

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PRESIDENT’S CHOICE & NO NAME PRODUCTS

   My 
Personal Choice 
                        

PRODUCT

100% SATISFACTION ON QUALITY AND PRICE
D

EL
I S

PE
CI

A
LS  $1.99 per package

SCHNEIDERS

RED HOTS/WEINERS

BONELESS, CROSS CUT

STEAKS  $2.49 lb. • 5.49 kg

EXTRA LEAN

GROUND BEEF  $2.49 lb. • 5.49 kg

BONELESS

STEWING BEEF  $2.49 lb. • 5.49 kg

BONELESS, BLADE

STEAKS OR ROASTS  $2.49 lb. • 5.49 kg

 $5.49 lb. • 12.18 kg

SELBY'S PASTRAMI, CORNED
BEEF, ROAST BEEF OR MONTREAL 
SMOKED MEAT

FRESH

BROCCOLI
PRODUCT OF ONTARIO

12 / $1.99

PRODUCE DEALS

OUR VERY OWN

SPRING
WATER
(11L JUG)

FRESH

LOCAL CORN
PRODUCT OF ONTARIO $3.99 lb. • 8.80 kg

SELBY'S

BLACK FOREST HAM

NEW! PINTY'S
CHICKEN 
SKEWERS
(FROZEN - 500G)  $9.99ea.

BONE-IN, BLADE

STEAKS AND ROASTS $1.69 lb. • 3.73 kg

BONELESS, CROSS CUT

ROASTS  $1.99 lb. • 4.39 kg OUR VERY OWN

PEANUT
BUTTER
(1KG - ASSORTED)  $3.19ea.

OUR VERY OWN
MARSHMALLOWS
(REGULAR OR MINI)
(250G BAG)

OUR VERY OWN

BUTTER 
TARTS
(12 PACK)  $2.19ea.

 $2.99ea.

 99¢
ea.

ea. 89¢
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Tupperware®

GRAND
OPENING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 2003

11:00 am to 8:00 pm

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW
MEET MANAGERS & CONSULTANTS

DOOR PRIZES • DATING DRAWS
BONUS OFFERS • REFRESHMENTS

60 BATHURST DRIVE, UNIT 17
WATERLOO, ON  •  883-1352

HIRING OPPORTUNITIES!
FOR FULL AND PART TIME CONSULTANTS & 

MANAGERS FOR THE FALL SELLING SEASON

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Industrial and rural 
property owners in 
the south Breslau in-

dustrial area will soon be 
able to hookup to munici-
pal water services under 
a plan approved Aug. 12 
by Woolwich council.

The township will ask 
Waterloo Region to up-
grade the size of a new 
watermain planned to 
bring municipal water to 
the airport. Woolwich’s 
share of the $1.5 million 
project would run to ap-

Woolwich supports services to south Breslau
Watermain to be oversized to allow hookups at industrial properties near airport

proximately $350,000, to 
be recovered from ben-
efiting property owners 
along Reg. Rd. 17, said di-
rector of engineering and 
planning Dave Gosnay.

Although a staff report 
proposed charging only 
industrial properties – 22 
of 35 – for the upgrades, 
councillors pressed for 
some payment from the 
13 rural residential prop-
erties along the route. 
Along with the cost of 
larger watermain, the 
township would pay 
the upfront costs of in-
stalling laterals at each 

property – which would 
provide each property 
with access to the main 
line – and fire hydrants.

Gosnay originally 
suggested the rural 
properties be exempted 
because the owners were 
unlikely to ever tap in 
to the watermain – their 
buildings are generally 
too far from the road to 
make that a cost-effective 
option.

“Staff wrestled with this 
– there certainly was no 
magic answer to it,” said 
Gosnay in response to 
Coun. Pat McLean’s ques-

tioning of the exemption.
“I definitely support 

doing the oversizing – I 
want to see that pass to-
night if possible – but I’m 
having second thoughts 
about the rural proper-
ties – can’t they be paying 
a minimum or something 
like that?” asked Mayor 
Bill Strauss. 

“There’s the ben-
efit of the fire hydrants 
… they’re going to be 
getting some benefit out 
of this.”

The installation of fire 
hydrants alone could 
mean significant insur-

ance savings to rural 
homeowners, added 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

“There will be some 
spin-off benefits to the 
residents along that area, 
whether they like it or 
not. So I think it wouldn’t 
be unfair to ask them to 
contribute.”

Gosnay estimated the 
cost of installing hy-
drants at approximately 
$1,000 per property. 
Council instructed him 
to contact the rural prop-
erty owners about paying 
for that service.

Industrial property 
owners, meanwhile, 
would face a sliding-scale 
of charges for the instal-

lation of water services: 
40 per cent of the cost 
of over-sizing would be 
shared equally; 25 per 
cent of the cost would be 
based on property size; 35 
per cent would be based 
on the size of the connec-
tion, with larger users 
paying a larger share; 
and each property owner 
would pay for the cost of 
the lateral based on the 
size of the hookup.

The project, which would 
see the extension of water 
services from Kitchener 
via the Ottawa Street cor-
ridor, is expected to get 
regional approval Aug. 20, 
with construction begin-
ning this fall.

RICHARD VIVIAN

LOST IN THE JUNGLE

WRONG TURN This car landed in a ditch on Crowsfoot Road 
shortly after 5 p.m. Aug. 14. The car left the pavement 1.5kms east 
of Sawmill Road and came to rest in thick weed about 20 metres 
from the shoulder. The driver was taken to hospital by ambulance.
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JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Clutching their wish 
lists, a small but 
interested group 

of Wellesley Township 
residents gathered for a 
public meeting on Aug. 
12 to discuss the fi ner 
points of the township’s 
draft Offi cial Plan.

Expected to be fi nal-
ized by council later this 
month, the new OP will 
serve as the township’s 
policy blueprint for fu-
ture development. 

While some changes 
have been made to the 
original plan to account 
for population growth 
and the possibility for 
future industrial devel-
opment, the Offi cial Plan 
is much the same as the 
original plan approved 
in 1980, explained Susan 
Duke, the township’s 
chief administrative offi -
cer, in an interview prior 
to the public meeting.

Like many rural com-
munities, the challenge 
for council and staff is 
to maintain the level of 
services to the commu-
nity while preserving the 
integrity of the township 
as well as providing some 
opportunity for future 
industrial development, 
explained Duke. 

“The amount of resi-
dential units [in the 
township] is not a vast 
amount of housing … 
yet the people that live 
in our community have 
expectations for the 
continuation of soft ser-
vices [recreation and 
support of three commu-
nity sports facilities] at 
the local level.” The costs 
of soft services continues 
to escalate, and cannot 

Wellesley OP review 
nearing completion

Delegate tells Wellesley more industrial land needed

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Barring a few mi-
nor infractions, 
Elmira’s fl edging 

farmers’ market is still 
up and running follow-
ing a visit by Waterloo 
Region’s public health 
inspectors on Aug. 9.

Conducting a routine 
inspection of the new 
market since it relo-
cated to Maple Street last 
month, inspectors were 
generally pleased with 
the quality of food stor-
age at the market, said 
market spokesperson 
Bram Hollman. 

“The only thing they 

be maintained solely 
with residential taxes, 
said Duke. 

“We would like to bal-
ance the assessment so 
that the residential home 
owner doesn’t have 100 
per cent of the costs to 
bear [by creating] in-
dustrial opportunity to 
generate revenue for the 
municipality.” 

The draft OP includes op-
portunities for settlement 
expansion to provide future 
industrial development in 
two main areas, explained 
Duke; to the west of St. 
Clements adjacent to the 
existing industrial park 
and to the west Wellesley 
Village, which is the only 
fully-serviced area in the 
township. 

Residential and indus-
trial expansion is also 
being considered in 
Hawkesville although 
the area is currently not 
serviced, added Duke. 

It may be council’s 
intention to create op-
portunities for industry 
but those opportunities 
aren’t clearly outlined 
in the plan, noted Kitch-
ener-based planning 
consultant Sam Head in a 
presentation to council. 

“Based on your new Of-
fi cial Plan and your old 
Offi cial Plan, I can’t fi nd 
any areas in the town-
ship where I can locate 
an industry … there are 
no designated lands for 
development in the fu-
ture,” said Head.

“If I was in industry 
what I would do is go to 
the cities. They buy land, 
sell it, service it … and 
market it to industry … 
you can’t do that here.” 

According to this re-
view, developers have 
to go through the same 

laborious amendment ap-
plication process as before, 
said Head in speaking 
to his latest application, 
which began in 1996 and 
was fi nally approved in 
June of this year.

“If you’re serious about 
industrial development 
bite the bullet and desig-
nate land for industrial 
development.

“What you’re doing [in 
this draft] is planning 
your OP by amendment.” 

In contrast to Head’s 
comments, local resident 
and farmer Virginia Berg 
asked that council give 
more priority to the pres-
ervation of agricultural 
land in the township. A 
longtime opponent of 
Wellesley’s so-called clus-
ter development – mixed 
rural land use – Berg 
said in an interview with 
the Observer she believes 
non-farm residential 
development belong in 
a settlement and not on 
prime agricultural land.  
Council’s attempt to at-
tract more industry is 
nothing more than a “tax 
grab,” said Berg. 

Berg also called for 
council to consider the 
value of farms to the lo-
cal economy.

“Look at all the farms 
in the township: we pay 
our taxes, we’re an in-
dustry.” 

Having received 
comment for the commu-
nity, council is expected 
to review those consid-
erations during its next 
meeting on Aug. 19. 

No formal date has been 
set for the fi nal approval 
of the OP although coun-
cil indicated it would 
most likely be under-
taken by the end of the 
month.

Health inspector pays 
visit to Elmira market
Vendors to make some minor changes in wake of check

found was some of the 
old-orders (Mennonites) 
with preserves they 
don’t want them sell-
ing,” because they were 
produced in domestic 
kitchens, said Hollman.  

According to the 
region’s food safety guide-
line’s, foodstuffs that are 
sold to the public must 
be prepared in a kitchen 
separate from the family 
home’s food preparation 
area, explained Chris Ko-
moroski, a spokesperson 
for the region’s public 
health unit.

Right now the inspec-
tors are taking a look at 
some of the food prepa-
ration areas where the 

preserves and baked 
products being sold at 
the market are produced.

 “The kitchen is the key 
thing – we have them 
prepare in a separate 
kitchen, and that’s being 
investigated by the staff.  
Right now they are going 
through those facilities.”

One of the vendors was 
also advised that eggs 
must be graded for qual-
ity before they are sold to 
the public.

In general though, 
Komoroski said the in-
spection was more of an 
educational exercise to 
acquaint vendors with 
the region’s expecta-
tions.

TEL: (519) 669-5790
1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753

info@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur Street North, 
Elmira, Ontario, CANADA  N3B 1Z9
 www.woolwichobserver.com

Not even a power failure could keep us from bringing you 
your Observer ... thanks to a little help “generated” by the 

helpful folks at Martin’s Small Engines and Emerald Homes.

THIS EDITION OF WOOLWICH OBSERVER 
BROUGHT TO YOU WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF:

Thanks a lot!

PLUGGED
INTO THE
COMMUNITY.

END OF SUMMER

CLEAN UP
AT WATERLOO-OXFORD CO-OP

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-6pm  •  Saturday 8am-5pm

PRICES VALID TO FRIDAY AUGUST 29TH, 2003

CHECK our Clearance Specials - up to 75% off!

$599
PEAT MOSS

3.8 cu. ft.

4/
$9

MANURE
(Cattle or Sheep)

$1399

10-10-10
25kg Fertilizer

4/
$8

TOP SOIL

$379
BLACK EARTH

3/
$15

RED DEVIL
Mulch - 2cu.ft.

$1999

4-4-8 - 15kg
Tree & Shrub Fertilizer

$1499

6-24-24
25kg Garden Fertilizer

4/
$8

TRIPLE MIX
SOIL

DIDN'T GET SPRING
GARDEN RENOVATION

DONE?
FALL IS THE PERFECT

CLEANUP TIME!



8    WOOLWICH OBSERVER • OPINION PAGES• AUGUST 16, 2003 AUGUST 16, 2003 • OPINION PAGES • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  9

PHONE: (519) 669-5790
TOLL FREE: 1-888-966-5942
FAX: (519) 669-5753
EMAIL: info@woolwichobserver.com
www.woolwichobserver.com

ADDRESS: 
20-B Arthur Street North,
Elmira, ON, CANADA  N3B 1Z9

PUBLICATION NUMBER: 1004840
ISSN NUMBER: 1203 9578

REPORTERS:

Joanne Peach.....................ext 102
Hugo Rodrigues..................ext 101
PRODUCTION MANAGER:

Pat Merlihan.......................ext 105
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:

Scott Arnold.......................ext 108

PUBLISHER

Joe Merlihan......................ext 107
EDITOR

Steve Kannon.....................ext 103
SALES MANAGER

Donna Rudy........................ext 104
GENERAL INQUIRY

Operator.............................ext 100

The Woolwich Observer (est. 1996) is published every Saturday 
by Cathedral Communications Inc., an independent publishing/
media corporation located in Elmira, Ontario, CANADA.

A division of Cathedral Communications Inc.

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:RECENT ACCOLADES:

QUOT-
ABLES“ ”

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

the bad,

& the ugly

You just knew the 
bleedin’ hearts and 
other pantywaists 

would be pissin’ and 
moanin’ over Bob Runci-
man’s words about crime 
in Toronto – only profes-
sional crybabies would 
take issue with the fella 
in charge of public safety 
actually doing his job.

Are black folks in To-
ronto being targeted by 
police? I sure hope so.

Like it or not, the police 
ain’t doing their jobs if 
they ain’t keeping track of 
where the problems are. If 
there’s a hotspot of crime 
in one neighbourhood or 
if an identifiable group is 
at work, the police should 
know about it. For some 
of these whiners to say 
otherwise makes them 
first-class dunderheads 
– the police is supposed to 
know who the troublemak-
ers are. Simple as that.

Now some folks is going 
to say I’m a bigot, that I’m 
playin’ up the stereotypes, 
but that ain’t the reason 
I’m saying this. It’s just 
like what younger people 
think of us older folks 
– that we’re all hard of 
hearing, going senile and 
in need of them adult 
diapers. I know that ain’t 
the case—I can still make 

it through a night’s sleep 
without a dozen trips to 
the head—but I also know 
it’s more commoner with 
my group than with, say, 
those that are still in 
school.

All of us has got some 
reason to see that the 
truth hurts.

DUMBASSES COMPOUND 
WEATHER WOES

Lord knows the fella’s 
probably feeling lower 
than a snake’s belly, but 
what kind of dumbass 
goes tossing a cigarette 
butt into a dried-out wood-
ed area? Especially when 
half the province is seem-
ingly on fire already?

I’m talkin’ of course about 
them raging forest fires out 
in British Columbia. This 
fella came forward to say 
he’d accidentally set one of 
the bigger ones with a dis-
carded cigarette – and him 
a volunteer firefighter, to 
boot. You gotta figure he’d 
know better than that, but 
as I done said before, some 
of them smokers just seem 
to automatically go flippin’ 
their butts willy-nilly.

That whole fire thing out 
there is kinda strange – we 
usually figure the coast 
to be rainy all the time, 
sorta like over the pond. 
Maybe it’s all reversed 
this year because we sure 
as shootin’ are getting 
more than our fair share 
of rain this year – and 
speaking of overseas, I see 
how their gettin’ all kinds 
of heat and forest fires as 
well. Maybe it’s forest fires 
they’re talking about when 
the eggheads go on about 
global warming.
DRIVERS WILL BEAR COST 

OF SPACED-OUT KIDS
Like a bunch of people, 

I ain’t too happy about 
my car insurance rates 
– I’m sure if you drive, 
you know what I’m talkin’ 
about. It’s bad enough for 
those who ain’t got no 
claims on their record, 
that’s why I’m getting 
kinda ticked at all them 
kids darting out in the 
street. The worst of ‘em 
is aboard some wheeled 
contraption or another – I 
get more concerned when 
I see how small some of 

‘em is teetering around 
out there.

These kids got them 
skateboards, roller skates 
and them scooters – not 
mention how unsteady 
some of them is on the bi-
cycles – and they’re forever 
playin’ out on the streets. 
They don’t seem to have 
no concern for traffic. I 
figure the little ones may 
not be too long on com-
mon sense, but I guess the 
parents must be the same 
way or they wouldn’t let 
their kids out to play in the 
traffic – in my day, that was 
something you threatened 
your kids with if they was 
getting to be a handful.

Worse still, maybe, is the 
older kids who go stroll-
ing out like they own the 
roads. There like as not 
to walk right out in front 
of moving cars, almost 
daring drivers to run ‘em 
down – they ain’t got the 
common sense God gave 
to little green apples. I seen 
more than one of them kids 
go rollin’ out in to traffic  
– one of these days, one of 
them is going to get hit by 
a car that just ain’t quick 
enough to stop.

And you know damn well 
the driver’s gonna get the 
blame – and higher insur-
ance rates either way.

» Good sports
Congratulations are in order to the 
Elmira Midget Boys softball team, 
who returned victorious from the 
national championship in PEI. The 
win is indicative of the efforts local 
sports organizers put into activities 
offered here, and what can be 
done, even in a small community.

» Tit for tat in West Bank
Although more than six weeks 
into a so-called ceasefire, both 
the Israelis and Palestinian 
groups have stepped over the 
line more often - this week’s 
assassination of an Islamic Jihad 
leader will only lead to further 
retaliation.

Let the police do their jobs

We’re not used to that kind of excitement around here.

Local farmer Henry Martin reacts to a small plane landing in his wheat field Aug. 13. 

» Too close for comfort
In a world full of ugly events, 
incidents involving pets seem 
to strike a chord with most of 
us. This week’s Humane Society 
into Floradale seems more 
unnerving because it strikes too 
close to home.

Neighbours set bar
for Woolwich

Bureaucrats pull out
the dunce caps

A feature piece in this week’s sports section 
paints an interesting picture of the situation 
Woolwich faces in building new recreation 
facilities, particularly a much-desired multi-

use complex in Elmira.
Clearly, the most direct message is that community 

involvement, in the form of major fundraising initia-
tives, has to be a top priority for such a project to 
become reality. Equally clear, however, is that other 
communities are building impressive new facilities 
– look no further than Goderich, a town of comparable 
size to Elmira, where the community raised $5.5 mil-
lion towards a $14 million complex.

User groups here say the $6 million earmarked by 
Woolwich Township for a new pool and arena is an 
inadequate amount – and don’t even get them started 
on the replacement timeline advocated by council (10 
and 14 years down the line respectively, in case you’re 
counting).

Ideally, a new multi-use facility combing a pool, a 
large arena, community centre and other amenities 
would find a home on land now occupied by the Elmira 
Raceway, adjacent to the current Elmira Arena. Such 
a project would be well beyond the $6 million budget, 
perhaps in line with what Goderich is doing. But user 
groups with stars in their eyes must be prepared to 
match the fundraising efforts of residents of that Lake 
Huron community – $5.5 million is no small sum.

On the bright side, if Goderich can do it, there’s ev-
ery reason to believe Woolwich can do the same.

Securing that community funding would go a long 
way in assuring councillors the user groups are seri-
ous, which would also aid Woolwich in the necessary 
quest of securing matching funds from the province.

Race fan or not, chances are you paid some atten-
tion when the Formula One racing circuit made 
its sole stop in Canada (one of only two in North 

America) each year for the Canadian Grand Prix in 
Montreal.

Organizers, however, have axed the race from the 
2004 season, citing Canada’s stringent anti-tobacco 
laws – many of the cars are sponsored by tobacco com-
panies, a no-no in today’s climate. The result, 300,000 
fans will go without their fix of the world’s top racers 
– and the economy will forego millions of dollars in 
direct and spin-off revenues.

Certainly the tobacco companies sponsor racing 
teams as an advertising vehicle, pun intended, not 
as an exercise in charity – they expect the brightly 
painted cars to attract the attention of viewers and 
win them new converts to their brands. And ev-
erybody knows smoking is a completely unhealthy 
activity. But, it seems ludicrous to assume that expos-
ing an audience to one day of car racing, no matter 
how exciting, is going to persuade large numbers of 
them over to take up smoking.

Understandably, some groups are now pushing for 
the Canadian and Quebec governments to grant For-
mula One an exemption for its annual pilgrimage to 
Montreal, which has a special attachment to the sport 
via Gilles Villeneuve and his son Jacques. Local mer-
chants, in particular, are eager to regain the race date 
and the $80 million it generates.

To date, despite some heavy lobbying, officials 
right through to Prime Minister Jean Chrétien have 
remained committed to the anti-tobacco measures, 
regardless of the cost. Surely this is a case of petty bu-
reaucracy enforcing a law well beyond its intent, and 
way out of proportion to the event’s impact.
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MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

 See NUMBERS page 10

Did you know that 
the average child 
laughs 200 times 

a day? That’s what the 
experts tell us. Isn’t it 
amazing to think of? 
That there are experts in 
this field? And I’m sure 

they are right. After all, 
children laugh about ev-
erything.

A middle-aged man 
hopping around the back-
yard and yelling after he 
skinned his knuckles 
when the wrench he 

was using to tighten the 
bicycle training wheels 
suddenly slipped is very 
funny to a four-year-old. 
A thick rubber band shot 
at daddy’s newspaper 
and registering a thwack 
of 6.0 on the Richter scale 
is about the funniest 
thing a four-year-old can 
imagine. She just may 
break out in spontaneous 
laughter for the next few 
weeks. She’ll likely try it 
again – just to hear daddy 
holler.

Adults, on the other 
hand, don’t laugh as 
much. We are told by the 
same experts, that we 
laugh an average of four 
times a day

I remember being asked 
to speak on the subject 
of laughter at a church 
seminar. That particular 

denomination was known 
more for its sobriety than 
smiles. I asked, with a 
grin spreading across my 
face, if it would be okay to 
laugh here in the sanctu-
ary? I think at least one 
smile broke out on every 
pew. As I recalled some 
of the funny things my 
students had said over 
the years, those smiles 
turned to laughter. Here 
are some quotes that will 
make teachers laugh and 
parents cry:

• Solomon had 200 wives 
and 700 porcupines.

• Those who followed 
Jesus were called the 12 
opossums.

• A Christian can have 
only one wife. This is 
called monotony.

• Lot’s wife was a pillar 
of salt by day and a ball of 

fire by night.
Just as I finished the 

last line, a dear old lady 
struggled to her feet, 
shuffled out the aisle, giv-
ing an usher an earful on 
the way. “There’s no place 
for that kind of thing in 
church,” she muttered.

What this lady lacked 
was joining 200 others 
who were celebrating our 
reason for laughter – the 
hope of heaven and the 
joy we can give to each 
other while on earth.

Several years ago I 
was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s Disease. The 
disease tried to strangle 
me by slowing down the 
fine-motor coordination 
so that a simple thing 
like signing my name be-
came a chore. Writing in 
longhand would not work 
as I couldn’t read what I 
had written a half hour 
before. That’s when I dis-
covered that my typing 
classes in high school did 
have a reason for being.

Through it all, I al-
most lost my sense of 
humour. Today, when 
someone asks, “what is 
the worst thing about 
Parkinson’s?” I tell them, 
“It’s my wife’s driving: 
she has to take me every-
where.”

Well, that’s not quite 
true yet but it’s fast be-
coming that way. Some 
days I get a friend to drive 
me somewhere, any-
where, just to keep my 
sanity. Feeling sorry for 
myself is a fast way of let-
ting the disease control 
me. With humour, I can 
ward off those feelings 
and enjoy the world.

The one who smiles 
when things go wrong ... 
has thought of someone 
he can blame it on.

You don’t get ulcers 
from what you eat ... but 
from what eats you.

From my side of the 
dam, here’s one last bit 
of humour: if at first you 
don’t succeed ... so much 
for skydiving.

“My favourite was the 
ball tournament. We used 
to come down here every 
year from Zurich to play.”

“What’s your 
favourite activity at 

this weekend’s Elmira 
Country Fair?”

He who laughs, lasts

“Seeing the crafts, the 
knitting and croquet … the 
baking and maybe some of 
the horses.”

“Playing the games … 
shooting the water gun I 
always enjoy that.”

“I like the music and the 
hoopla … it gives you 
real lift and makes you feel 
young again.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

»Brian Hodgins »Darlene Brodhaecker »Grace Martin »Margaret Breen

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

AFTER THE CRACKDOWN BY HEALTH INSPECTORS AT ELMIRA’S FARMERS’ MARKET, 
LOCAL PIE VENDORS ARE FORCED TO TAKE THEIR WARES “ELSEWHERE”...

Is township responsible 
for inspection at 
market, and why?

Ringette equally as 
exciting as hockey

To the Editor,
On Aug.  9, I dropped 

into the farmers’ market 
on Maple Street before 
going to work to get some 
vegetables and baked 
goods. I was somewhat 
shocked to find out later 
that morning that the 
food inspectors had been 
sent to check out the ven-
dors.

It is suspected that 
someone from the town-
ship had called them to 
check out the market. I 
can see that some stan-
dards have to be met, but 
did they not run into this 
when it was behind the 
Wyatt Street parking lot? 
Were these inspectors 
called when the market 
was in the municipal 
parking lot? Or did these 
inspectors come because 
the farmers market is 
now on privately owned 
land? Why is this market 
being checked? Is every-
one that sells goods at the 
side of the road checked 
too? Does the farmer 
who has eggs for sale 
get them graded before 
selling them to anyone 
who drives into their 

laneway?  
It seems very clear 

that someone wants the 
market to fail and to be 
shut down. The town-
ship was very successful 
in shutting down the 
market when it was in 
the parking lot. I think 
the township has turned 
enough business away 
already. What about the 
Elmira Raceway catas-
trophe? The ice facility 
in 14 years? This makes 
you ask ‘just what are 
our councillors doing 
anyway?’ 

Where is the incentive 
for business?  If we don’t 
draw more business into 
the area, more people 
will shop outside Elmira. 
It’s sad to see this be-
cause Elmira could be a 
town like Fergus. 

This whole scenario 
has a fishy smell to it; I 
do think that we need 
some answers. It would 
be nice to know exactly 
what is happening to this 
market and why these 
events happened. I quess 
what I am asking is did 
the township call the 
inspectors – and if they 
did, why?

Lois Fisher
Elmira

To the Editor,
 I’m concerned that 

ringette is losing its 
popularity to girls’ 
hockey. Understandably, 
hockey is a fast-paced 
sport with lots of ac-
tion and challenge, but 
so is ringette. Hockey 
is great, but why is it 
pulling so many of our 
talented girls away from 
the sport that was cre-
ated especially for girls? 

Ringette was developed 
by a Canadian, Sam 
Jacks, in North Bay in 
1963 giving girls and 
women an opportunity 
to play a sport on ice 
comparable to hockey 
for men. This was in the 
days before organized 
hockey teams for women 
existed. Ringette has 
evolved into a fast-paced 
game combining the 

speed of hockey with 
the defensive/offensive 
strategy of basketball 
and soccer.

Last October my 
daughter brought home 
a brochure from school 
inviting anyone inter-
ested to come out and 
watch a practice – no 
commitment, just come 
and have a look to see 
if it could be something 
you might like. We went. 
She was hooked.

We knew very little 
about the sport at first. 
Our daughter picked 
up on the rules pretty 
quickly and before we 
knew it, she was right 
in the midst trying her 
best to make the play, 
not always successful, 
but she kept trying. 
She learned a lot about 
the sport, teamwork, 
and had a blast in the 
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

Continued from page 9

Did they really say that?
From time to time, I’ll 

read something so 
absolutely incred-

ible (or just incredibly 
stupid) that I just have 
to look into it further to 
verify its accuracy. Oc-
casionally, what I’ve read 
turns out to be exagger-
ated, taken out of context 
or simply unverifi able 
– thereby confi rming my 
initial skepticism. More 
often than not, however, it 
turns out that the excerpt 
that I’ve read is one hun-
dred per cent accurate 
and truly refl ective of the 
context in which it was 
said. Particularly due to 
the lack of meaningful 
discussion that most of 
these remarks generates, 
I’ve been doing a lot of 
shaking my head.

An example of this 
phenomenon occurred 
recently when I was 
perusing the Web site 
for The New Republic 
magazine. It contained 
an excerpt from George 
W. Bush’s press confer-
ence of July 30, 2003. 
Bush was answering a 
question about the con-
tinuing stagnation of the 
American economy, and 
provided the following bit 
of historical revisionism:

“The stock market 
started to decline in 
March of 2000. Then the 
fi rst quarter of 2001 was 
a recession, and then we 

got attacked on 9/11, and 
then corporate scandal 
started to bubble up to 
the surface, which cre-
ated a lack of confi dence 
in the system. And then 
we had the drum beat 
to war. I remember on 
our TV screens – I’m not 
suggesting which net-
work did this, but it said: 
‘March to war,’ every 
day from last summer 
until the spring: ‘March 
to war, march to war, 
march.’ That’s not a very 
conducive environment 
for people to take risks 
when they hear ‘march 
to war’ all the time.”

I located a full transcript 
of the press conference 
on the New York Times 
Web site and confi rmed 
that, yes, Bush actually 
did utter those words. 
The fact that he was en-
tirely responsible for this 
“not very conducive envi-
ronment” (not to mention 
being implicated in many 
of the corporate scandals 
to which he also alludes) 
seems to be entirely lost 
on Bush. 

And, for all of his 
criticism of the media, 
I didn’t see anyone else 
pick up on this whopper 
of a statement. Bush is 
being given as free a ride 
as any U.S. President 
since Watergate. Still, it’s 
quite comforting to read 
Bush’s reassurances 

near the end of the same 
press conference: “I take 
personal responsibility 
for everything I say.” 

We’ll have to remember 
that one when the im-
peachment proceedings 
start.

Bush’s hired help are 
hardly immune from 
making statements of 
this nature. Deputy 
Defense Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz is particularly 
adept at saying things 
that make me choke on 
my breakfast cereal. In 
an in-fl ight interview 
granted to Associated 
Press as he returned 
from a tour of Iraq, he 
stated:

“I’m not concerned 
about weapons of mass 
destruction. I’m con-
cerned about getting Iraq 
on its feet. I didn’t come 
(to Iraq) on a search 
for weapons of mass 
destruction. … I’m not 
saying that getting to 
the bottom of this WMD 
issue isn’t important. It 
is important. But it is 
not of immediate conse-
quence.”

Ahem. This sud-
den disinterest in 
fi nding weapons of mass 

destruction wouldn’t 
have anything to do with 
the fact that you haven’t 
been able to fi nd any, 
would it? 

Of course, at this point, 
Wolfowitz must have 
still been tingling from 
getting away with his 
comments made the 
day before (while still 
in Iraq), in which he 
warned foreign countries 
to stop meddling in Iraq’s 
affairs.

“I think all foreigners 
should stop interfering 
in the internal affairs of 
Iraq. Those who want to 
come and help are wel-

come. Those who come 
to interfere and destroy 
are not.”

For the most part, the 
news media reported 
these remarks without 
comment or criticism. 
I couldn’t fi nd a single 
editorial in a U.S. news-
paper that criticized or 
even noted the obvious 
double standard being 
employed by the Ameri-
cans (who apparently do 
not consider themselves 
“foreigners” when they 
invade a country). 

Appropriately, the 
Reuters wire story did 
contain the word “hy-
pocrisy,” but it merely 
attributed the label to 
the Iranian government. 
It’s a sad day for media 
analysis when it falls 
to a country that beats 

journalists to death to 
respond to such an ob-
viously wrongheaded 
statement by a public 
offi cial.

Obviously, this kind of 
statement is not limited 
to the Iraq issue; nor is 
it limited to Americans. 
Around the world, poli-
ticians, bad actors who 
aspire to be politicians, 
and business leaders 
seem to be adopting this 
penchant for making 
blatantly false or mis-
leading statements as 
part of their every day 
discourse. 

Maybe they think we’re 
not paying attention and 
they’ll be able to get away 
with it. So far, they seem 
to be right. Let’s hope 
that the media and the 
public wake up soon. 

NOT HOT ENOUGH 
IN CANADA?

SHARON & KEN WALTER
BEACHES RESORT

VARADERO, CUBA

Apparently not sweating enough in Canada, the 
Walters travelled to Cuba to attend a wedding this 
summer. Clearly knowing there would be nothing fun 
at ALL to do at a Cuban resort, Ken & Sharon thought 
ahead and brought quality reading material with them 
from Canada... Woolwich & Wellesley’s #1 source for 
news, Woolwich Observer.

process. 
I’m sure that the Ca-

nadian women’s hockey 
team winning gold at 
the Olympics has been a 
huge boost to the sport. 
Could the pull also be 
the possibilities of fu-

Numbers down due to 
hockey’s popularity

ture scholarships? Did 
you know that ringette 
has grown very close 
to the level of attaining 
Olympic sport status 
and with this status 
come endless possibili-
ties?

This sport was created 
for girls and women and 
it’s up to us to bring it 

to the level of healthy 
growth. Registration 
for the upcoming season 
is upon us – I only hope 
that when families are 
making the decision of 
which winter sport to 
join, they take a fresh 
look at ringette. 

Krista Ruppel
St. Jacobs

International negotiations 
are quite complex

OBSERVER GUEST COLUMNISTS

As the current 
round of World 
Trade Organiza-

tion (WTO) negotiations 
proceeds, politicians at 
all levels trip over them-
selves to declare their 
support for supply man-
agement. However, not 
all of them comprehend 
the nuances of bargain-
ing positions such as 
adjusting protective 
tariffs versus determin-
ing minimum market 
access. But most seem 
to understand that 
supply management 
has been an amazingly 
successful system, en-
suring that producers 
realize fair returns 
from the marketplace, 
and consumers pay 
reasonable prices for 
excellent products.

 One key element for 
agriculture in Canada 
and in every other 
country in the world 

is about increasing ac-
cess to world markets. 
This can be done either 
by lowering protective 
tariffs gradually, or by 
guaranteeing a specifi c 
level of foreign access to 
domestic markets. The 
second approach allows 
a country to continue 
to operate domestic pro-
grams such as supply 
management, while al-
lowing more access than 
in the past. Certainly 
any increase in market 
access is good for all of 
agriculture.

 Canada’s WTO nego-
tiating team is acutely 
aware of this, and has 
developed a balanced 
position which would 
enable us to continue to 
operate our supply man-
aged commodities while 
facilitating new markets 
for our other important 
agricultural products. 
Other countries with sen-

sitive domestic markets 
could also embrace the 
Canadian position dur-
ing the negotiations.

 We are all aware 
that these negotiations 
will be long and pro-
tracted, but we expect 
the Canadian govern-
ment to live up to the 
expectations of all its 
agricultural sectors. 
From my perspective 
as a dairy, poultry and 
beef producer, we need 
to support our federal 
negotiators as they con-
tinue their complex 
international trade 
negotiations, seeking 
those elusive win-win 
outcomes that will 
allow Canadian agri-
culture to prosper.

 Deborah Whale

Deborah Whale is a Dray-
ton-area farmer and the 
Liberal candidate for the 
provincial riding of Water-
loo-Wellington.

FEEL LIKE 
YOUR VIEWS 

GOT PUT 
THROUGH THE 

WRINGER?
WRITE A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR.
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BIZPORTFOLIO
Housing starts in Canada are expected to reach 203,200 units this year 

– the second highest housing starts level in 14 years. Renovation spend-
ing has reached near record highs and is expected to rise to $32.1 billion 
this year and $33.3 billion in 2004. 

Leadership Waterloo Region is gearing up for its annual general meet-
ing Sept. 15 at the Waterloo Regional Airport. The meeting – with runs 
between 5:30 and 7 p.m. – features special guest speaker Alex Brown. 
Register before Sept. 9 by calling 742-7338.

The K-W Sales and Ad Club recently adopted a new moniker – iCON Sales 
and Marketing Club. The name change and expanded coverage area, was 
announced last month, reflecting the changing market and geographic 
area, said Barbara Dowling, immediate past-president of the club.

Waterloo County Steam
Threshers Reunion
AUGUST 22, 10-8pm AUGUST 23, 10-6pm

Mark Culp Farm
2010 Floradale Rd. RR#1 Elmira

• Steam Threshing
• Old Fashioned Ice Cream
• Antique Tractors & Farm
   Equipment

• Quilting Bee
• Log Sawing
• Children's Attractions
• Antique Ditching Machine
• Children's Ferris WheelFri: Concert, Corn Roast,

Bagpipes, Pie & Quilt Auction
Sat: Mini Tractor Pull, Tractor

Rodeo, Tug of War
Lunch booth on grounds
$3 Entrance ($10 Family)

Free Parking • Bring your lawnchairs
For information: 664-2655 or 669-2956

Proceeds to World Missionary Press
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FLORADALE

ELMIRA

8th Annual
Featuring:

International
Harvester

NEW

ATTRACTIONS

63 Arthur Street South, ELMIRA

(519) 669-0879

EYEGLASS
SALE ON
NOW!!

BRIAN
MCGRATH, RO
LICENSED
OPTICIAN
AND OWNER

2 1FOR
LIMITED TIME ONLY - SOME
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

• MOST SINGLE VISION EYEGLASSES 
   READY IN ABOUT 1 HOUR
• 2ND PAIR CAN BE USED FOR A FRIEND
   OR A FAMILY MEMBER
• SUBSTITUTE 2ND PAIR FOR DISPOSABLE    
   CONTACT LENSES OR SUNGLASSES

“THINK WATERLOO PRICES ARE BETTER?

 THINK AGAIN!”

®

Challenging and rewarding music       
program designed for families with 
young children, beginner ages 3 to 8

Parent participation, small groups

Each 1 hour lesson includes instruction 
in: singing, piano, rhythm, ear 
training, sight reading, theory and 
composing.

Graduate with: Grade 1 piano              
             Preliminary Rudiments

MUSIC FOR 
YOUNG
CHILDREN®

http://www.myc.com

Linda Coffey
669-8173

Registration for 
Fall Classes 

now being accepted

Sandra Poolton
669-8941

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Brandishing a wel-
coming smile and a 
basketful of goodies, 
Welcome Wagon’s 

new hostess Cherylanne 
Weber is looking forward 
to greeting newcomers to 
Elmira. 

Weber began her posi-
tion earlier this summer 
after completing the Welcome 
Wagon hostess seminar. She 
replaces former hostess Tra-
cy McIntyre. 

A resident of Elmira for six 
years and a part-time coun-
sellor with the Elmira and 
District Association for Com-
munity Living, Weber says 
her new position is merely an 
extension of her continuing 
role to promote welfare and 
community spirit in Elmira. 

“Helping people out is a big 
part of the job … when they 
come to the area to make 
sure that they are comfort-
able and to try help them get 
settled,” said Weber.

“It also gives me a chance to 
meet new people and feel like 
I’m doing something worth-
while.”

Welcome Wagon’s directory 
is sponsored by local busi-
nesses in the community and 
helps to familiarize newcom-
ers with local services and 
“encourages them to shop in 
Elmira,” explained Weber. 

“They (the sponsors) pay 

Jumping on the Welcome Wagon
Local woman is new hostess for company with long history of making newcomers welcome

welcome wagon – basically 
it’s advertising for local busi-
nesses.”  

Most of Welcome Wagon’s 
contacts come through word 
of mouth from other resi-
dents in the neighbourhood, 
who have noticed someone 
new move in and contact the 
office, explained Weber, add-
ing that newcomers can also 
contact the office directly. 

Amanda Bassinder recently 
sought out Weber’s services 
after she moved into the com-
munity two months ago to 
join her husband. “We were 
in the laundromat and I saw 
the advertisement on the 
bulletin board and emailed 
Cherylanne,” said Bassinger. 
From her visit, “I got to know 
about the stores in town … 
and the (complimentary) 

breakfast at the Stone Crock 
Restaurant was awesome.” 

The free breakfast is just 
one of many treats that We-
ber gives her clients – others 
include items such as silk 
flowers or even a free can of 
paint. “The can comes empty 
and then they take it the store 
to be filled,” smiled Weber.

Each basket includes a 
selection of vouchers that 

entitle the recipients to free 
items or discounts at local 
stores as well as a token gift 
from one of Welcome Wagon’s 
36 sponsors. 

“When I go to their houses, 
first of all I hand out the 
civic information about the 
community and then I hand 
out their free cards [explain-
ing] what the sponsor is 
going to give to them,” Weber 
explained. “The information 
on each card has a return 
gift so it brings the people 
back into the local stores to 
familiarize them with local 
business.”

Canada’s neighbourhood 
tradition for more than 70 
years, Welcome Wagon visits 
approximately 500,000 fami-
lies in Canada each year. The 
tradition was established by 
pioneer women who drove 
covered wagons out to meet 
new settlers with fresh water 
and supplies. Baring messages 
from the community’s place of 
worship, social and civic orga-
nizations, the Welcome Wagon 
lady was often viewed as the 
gel that held the community 
together.  

Today in Elmira, at least 60 
new families are served by 
Welcome Wagon each year. 
In the coming months Weber 
hopes to reach out to more 
families as she develops her 
network of contacts. 

Meanwhile she’s preparing 
to welcome a new family mov-
ing from London next week.

JOANNE PEACH

AT YOUR DOOR Cherylanne Weber is the new Welcome Wagon hostess for this area, arriving with a basket of goodies for 
newcomers to the community.

New home market remains strong Leadership Waterloo gearing up What’s in a name?
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SPORTSPAGES
The Elmira Sugar Kings start their season with their prospects camp be-

ing held today and tomorrow at the University of Guelph ice rinks. Players 
dressing for these two days are attempting to knock off some of the 20 
eligible returning players for a spot on this year’s roster.

Aside from the Squirt 7 cup, other houseleague divisions are moving 
towards their final days today. Playoffs are also being held Aug. 16 for the 
Atom and 11-12-year-old leagues. Games will be held at Park Manor PS, St. 
Teresa’s and Lions Park, with finals scheduled to get underway at 2 p.m.

The Elmira Pee Wees followed suit on the weekend at their league cham-
pionship in Stratford. Playing the “B” loop, the boys won three straight 
games against New Dundee, Cambridge and Baden. This put them into 
the final against Cambridge, who fell to Elmira by an 8-1 margin.

Prospects head to U of G Soccer cups take to the field Elmira Pee Wees champs

Like the big kids
Squirt 7 soccer league kicks off their postseason

FOLLOW THAT BALL Curtis Lubberts of Mohan’s Molars (left) takes off with the ball as opponents from the Guys & Dolls Squirt 7 team give chase at Park 
Manor PS Aug. 13.

             HUGO RODRIGUES

How To Save 10% On Your Farm Insurance.
  Is your farm safe? Did you know that from 1991-1995, farm accidents 
killed 502 Canadians?
  Reduce your risk by completing the Agricultural Safety Audit 
Program checklist to find hidden dangers. Not only will you be more 
safety conscious, you’ll qualify for a 10% discount on your North 
Waterloo farm policy.
  Don’t become an accident statistic. Protect yourself, your family and 
your employees. Call us for more details.

The mark of a safe farm.GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611
1-888-453-3766

mail@gleesoninsurance.com

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With select soccer entering 
its postseason and their 
younger peers done for the 
season, Woolwich Soccer’s 

Squirt 7 league took to the fields Aug. 
13 in their playoffs that end today (Aug. 
16) at Park Manor.

A six-team league made up entirely of 
seven-year-olds, the teams have been 
meeting once a week at Park Manor 
Senior PS and St. Teresa School since 
May. Each game day is started with 
a 30-minute practice, followed by an 
hour-long game. The playoff round 
that started this week was continued 
on Aug. 14, followed by the final two 
rounds Aug. 16.

Determining the top two teams 
should be most of the entertainment 
in this league, which convenor Clare 
Cressman said was one of the more 
balanced house leagues in the club 
this summer.

“I guess to a certain extent compared 
to last year it’s more balanced out. 
It seems to be running a bit more 
smoothly too,” said Jack Lair, one of 
the coaches from Mohan’s Molars. The 
Molars beat up on the Guys & Dolls 
team in their first round, but Lair and 
his opposing coach DJ Carroll both 
admit their next game could be drasti-
cally different.

“With this level it’s really game-to-
game. One game you’ll have a child 
who’ll burn lighting all over the field 
and just be amazing. The next game 
they’re turtles. It’s just the mood 
they’re in,” explained Carroll, whose 
team seemed to shut down at one point 
in the game due to the humid weather.

For many players, the Squirt 7 league 
is the third step of their progressive 
entry into soccer. Some players got 
a start in the Mini 4/5 league, where 
they learned basic ball skills and the 
structure of the team game. For those 
who carried on Mini 6 was the next 
step leading to Squirt 7, where the 
structure of the night and the game 
start to change.

“It’s a half-hour practice and a one-
hour game, which can be a bit of a 
shock from last year. The kids prac-
tised for half-an-hour and then played 
for half-an-hour,” explained Carroll. 
“This year it makes a difference be-
cause 45 minutes in the kids are like 
‘I’m dead, I’m done.’ They’ve adjusted 

though.”
Both Lair and Carroll spoke to the dif-

ference another year makes in player 
ability, another benefit of age and the 
Mini leagues.

“You can tell the difference between 
the kids who are in their first year of 
soccer and the ones who’ve been play-
ing for a year or two,” said Carroll.

“Especially if they’ve already played 
and they’re coming into the Squirt 
division, that makes a big difference. 
At least they know how to handle the 
ball,” added Lair.

Regardless of which two teams end 
up in today’s (Aug. 16) final the goal 
all season long was to learn the game 
and have fun. Coaches are on the field 
– sometimes getting a harder workout 
than their players – throughout the 
game to help the kids along. They’re 
also there to have fun, even if that does 
mean stopping play for a few seconds 
when the flock of Canada Geese makes 
its entry.

“We always try to tell the kids wheth-
er they win or lose as long as they’re 
having fun it doesn’t matter,” noted 

Carroll. “The only time we get grum-
bly with the kids is if they get pushy or 
start calling each other names.”

The fun also means a supportive atmo-
sphere from parents and other players 
too, which helps build confidence when 
someone’s taken a chance and made a 
good play.

“Whether it’s a good play or a bad 
play it doesn’t matter, we always clap,” 
added Lair.

The Squirt 7 championship game 
gets underway at 2 p.m. today at Park 
Manor Senior PS in Elmira.
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THE NOT-SO-GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN

STEVE GALEA

Cottage country the place to learn bear facts

 

Frank Cooper
Registered In sur ance 

Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, pro fes sion al serv ice 
for your personal in sur ance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Com mer cial

Sometimes, because 
of cultural differ-
ences, the lines of 

communications can be 
cross-wired. This is espe-
cially true when phoning 
people in the city who 
live in a different envi-
ronment with a different 
set of problems.

For instance, recently, I 
called a friend of mine in 
Toronto. He began telling 
me how crowded it was at 
their beaches and parks 
since the heat waves of 
summer.

Not wanting to make 
him feel any worse, I 
complained too, if only 
because I learned from a 
previous marriage that 
misery loves company. 

“Well, we might not 
have crowds at our 
parks,” I said, “but we 
live in bear country.”

Unfortunately, he took 
this the wrong way and 
then began listing the 
nude beaches in the 

Greater Toronto Area, 
which I must admit, 
sounded a whole lot scar-
ier than any 400-pound 
sow with cubs.

“No, no,” I corrected. 
“I’m talking about the 
hairy, picnic-wrecking 
kind of bear.”

“Me too!” He replied. 
“Me too.”

It took some explaining 
but soon enough we were 
on the same wavelength.

Believe it or not, I’ve 
always considered liv-
ing in bear country a 
source of pride. It some-
how implies that you 
are tougher, being able 
to eke out an existence 
while being overrun by 
bears and all. The fact 
that you really don’t see 
all that many only goes 
to prove that being over-
run isn’t nearly as bad as 
it sounds.

Still, being a not-so-
great-outdoorsman and 
all, I think that this dis-

sertation on dealing with 
bears is long overdue.

Now, I’m the fi rst to 
admit that I don’t have a 
lot of contact with bears. 
And therein lies my fi rst 
secret in dealing with 
them. I always endeavor 
to position myself where 
they are not. Anything 
else can generate severe 
misery.

In fact, my skills at bear 
avoidance are legendary. 

Yet, even when I have 
somehow blundered and 
come face to face with a 
bear, this is but a fl eet-
ing and instantaneous 
experience. Of course, 
experts will tell you not 
to run from a bear. And 
that’s why my method 
of locomotion is best 
described as blurred 

fl ight. Those who have 
witnessed it maintain 
that with the addition of 
wings, I’d be airborne.

Still, there is the odd 
occasion when dealing 
with bears where blurred 
fl ight is impractical. For 
instance, say you are 
in the middle of soiling 
your undergarments. It’s 
at times like this where 
talking calmly to the ani-
mal is recommended.

I generally say things 
like, “See this fellow be-
side me. I bet he tastes 
a whole lot better. And 
he’ll be a lot easier to 
clean.”

Experts say that when 
faced with a bear you 
should watch body lan-
guage. Ears laid back 
and a silent menacing 
stare might indicate a 
problem. In this respect, 
it’s similar to a marital 
spat. Of course, if the 
bear takes the time to put 
on a bib, the chances are 
good that things might 
get even uglier.

I remember one time 
when a fellow outdoors-
man, who happened to be 
sitting across a log and 
attending nature’s needs, 
encountered a bear. Ap-
parently, the mere sight 
of a bear is a great laxa-
tive, because he says it 
expedited his business 
in record time, and not 
knowing enough to stay 
put and chit-chat with 

the bear, he bolted.
Of course, bolting is dif-

fi cult when your pants 
are still around your an-
kles although my buddy 
proved in can be done. In 
fact, he says the downhill 
part was easy.

Now even though this 
couldn’t have been a 
pretty sight the bear gave 
chase, right through the 
poison ivy and stinging 
nettles. My buddy fi g-
ures he lost it sometime 
before his unexpected 
appearance at the church 
picnic.

He says he’s never set 
foot in that town again. 
I only mention this whole 
encounter to demonstrate 
that, as the experts say, 
no good will ever come 
of running with a bear 
behind. 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Returning to the 
area for the fi rst 
time in nine years, 

the Ontario Provincial 
Road Championships at-
tracted a banner crowd 
and a bump in par-
ticipation Aug. 10 when 
cyclists took to the road 
in Wellesley.

Each racing for the 
front of their perspective 
packs, 298 cyclists made 
their way from the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Optimist 
Club on Kressler Road. 
The riders were greeted 
by local residents as they 
peddled down Weimar 
Line, Moser-Young Road, 
Hessen Strasse and back 
to the club.

“The road was in rea-
sonable shape, but the 
really nice part were 
the groups of Mennonite 
farmers, mostly teenag-
ers, who we could see 
along the route. You can’t 
see that lifestyle every 
day, at least the racers 

Provincial race returns 
to roads of Wellesley 

Florodale cyclist crosses fi rst in the elite women’s race
don’t,” said event orga-
nizer Ziggy Martuzalski. 
The bulk of racers and 
about 1,500 onlookers 
came from outside the 
area, some from as far 
away as Ottawa, Kings-
ton and Windsor.

“The country works 
better than downtown,” 
he added, referring to 
last year’s competition 
in downtown Kitchener, 
which saw about 200 rac-
ers and 800 observers. “I 
don’t know why that is. 
We were surprised it was 
so big.”

Participating in one 
in a series of eight On-
tario Cup races, cyclists 
weaved through the 
crowds, each trying to 
grab a top spot and in-
crease their standing in 
the Cup series. The top 
cup winners advance to 
the national level where 
they will compete to see 
who will represent Cana-
da on the global scale.

Racers were split into 
two groups – so as not to 
crowd the road too much 

– and six categories de-
pending on age, sex and 
distances.

Experienced cyclist 
Leigh Hobson, a Florad-
ale resident, took the top 
honours in the elite wom-
en’s 87-kilometre race.

“That was something I 
really wanted to do. I’ve 
never won a provincial 
title. It feels really good,” 
she told the Observer. “We 
train on those roads so I 
think I may have had a 
little bit of an advantage 
there.”

This summer marks 
Hobson’s return to the 
race circuit following a 
two-year hiatus. After 
cycling for the Canadian 
team four years straight, 
the local cyclist decided 
to take a break from the 
sport.

“I did really miss it. I 
just needed to get a job 
and get stable,” she said 
of her reason for resting. 

Having been on the 
national team before, 
Hobson said she’s eager 

 See FLORADALE page 17

TREVOR EWERT

PASSING THROUGH Cyclists 
took to the roads of Wellesley 
Township Aug. 10 for the Ontario 
Provincial Road Championships.
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48 Arthur St. N. — 669-2706

WAY TO GO ON YOUR TOP FINISH!

Phone - 669-2632

Good Value Insurance
Congratulations on a good season from

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

30 Church St. W. - 669-2645

DAMAR 
FUELS 
LIMITED

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MIDGET
BOYS ON THEIR FANTASTIC FINISH!

5158a Ament Ln., Linwood — 698-2060
DON’S HOME CENTRE

57 Arthur St. S. - 669-FILM (3456)

Elmira Photo
One Hour Photo • Weddings

Commercial & Pet Photography
Digital • Cameras • Portraits

43 Arthur St. N. - 669-5377

TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
CARDLOCK FUEL MANAGEMENT

"WAY TO GO, BOYS!"

Wallenstein — 669-5176

CONGRATULATIONS!
Serving Agriculture Since 1938

669-5478 — 1-800-265-6126

WAY TO
GO 
ELMIRA 
BOYS!

669-3388 — 1-877-711-9677

divisions of

Grandridge Farms Inc.
R.R.#1   West Montrose

In the Birdland Plaza - 669-8234

“Congratulations on your
fantastic finish, boys!"

22 McAllister Dr. Bloomingdale

KEN SNIDER ELECTRIC LIMITED
Industrial • Commercial • Residential

Established 1980

PHONE: 745-3696 • FAX: 745-4484

CONGRATULATIONS MIDGET BOYS!

27 Arthur St. S. - 669-3658

Specializing in Paint &  Wallcoverings

1-2633 Herrgott Rd., St. Clements. • (519) 699-1118

Congratulations, Boys!

78 Crane Dr. - 669-1445

SIDING - SOFFIT - FASCIA - TROUGH

CONGRATULATIONS, BOYS!

RR1 Waterloo — 744-4941

Congratulations Elmira Midgets
on your FANTASTIC season!

Farms Ltd.

22 Second St. - 669-1217

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Interior Renovations
• Window Replacement

WAY TO GO MIDGETS!

33 Industrial Dr. — 669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

CONGRATULATIONS!

50 Arthur St. - 669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED

CONGRATULATIONS GUYS!
669-1461

Mon. - Fri. 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm  • 9 CHURCH ST. E.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

59 Church St. W. - 669-1521

Restaurant & Catering
Here's to your SPECTACULAR 

finish this season!

Wallenstein — 669-5143

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
FIRST PLACE FINISH!

21 Arthur St. S, - 669-1641

Cynthia L. Hastings • BA (HONS), LLB
Robert H. Waters •BA, LLB

"TAKING SERVICE TO ANOTHER LEVEL"

• A complete line of quality 
   feeds for Dairy, Beef, 
   Swine, Poultry & Horses
• Animal health products
• Custom nutritional programs

W.S. FEED & SUPPLIES
1805 Sawmill Road, Conestogo, Ontario  N0B 1N0
Tel: (519) 664-2237   Toll Free: 1-800-268-4931

2372 Floradale Rd, RR1 — 669-0387

WAY TO GO, GUYS!

HOME
HARDWARE
STORES
LIMITED

CONGRATULATIONS!

Brookmead St., Elmira — 886-7074

HERE'S TO
ANOTHER
GREAT
SEASON 
NEXT YEAR!

39 Arthur St. S. - 669-8991

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

For the first time in 
the town’s history, 
the Elmira Midget 
Boys softball team 

brought home a national-
level championship Aug. 
11.

The win, earned the 
previous day at the end 
of  the 2003 Canadian 
championships held 
in Summerside, PEI, 
came after a tight 4-3 
game against a British 
Columbia team that kept 
Elmira on its toes.

“It’s pretty exciting,” 
said pitcher Danny 
Martin, whose arm 
carried the team through 
the weeklong tournament. 
Martin earned the playoff  
MVP award for his talent, 
and was also selected a 
tournament all-star. “I 
didn’t think we could do it 
at first, but then I knew we 
could do it – it’s the defence 
that did it for me.”

After coasting through 
the round robin with little 
opposition and only one 
loss – to the same team 
they faced in the final 
– the boys’ confidence was 
at an all-time high headed 
into the first round. A 1-0 
loss to the B.C. team on 
Saturday (Aug. 9) night 
was a wake-up call for the 
team, noted coach Darren 
Martin. It meant playing 
an extra game to get to 
the final, a semifinal they 
swung out by a 5-1 margin 
against Nova Scotia.

“Losing Saturday night 

Midget boys take the crown
Bring home first national-level championship in any sport to Elmira

was difficult and they 
(the players) took it hard 
because we really wanted 
to win that game; it was 
such a tight game,” noted 
Darren Martin. “Getting 
them back up on Sunday 
was a bit difficult. Once 
they got one run against 
them in the semifinal, 
they put their game faces 

on and took control and 
played well from then on.”

The 5-1 win put them back 
into contention, squaring 
off  against the B.C. team 
that had kept them from 
winning twice by only one 
run. Determined they’d 
learned enough to win in 
their third match-up, the 
boys worked to an early 

help us on this Canadian 
thing and we got a few 
breaks and the luck went 
our way – everybody 
chipped in and we ended 
up winning it.”

While Martin and fellow 
coaches Jonathan Hiller 
and Ryan Ruppert will let 
the team rest on this laurel 
for a few days, the season’s 
work isn’t over. Wyndham’s 
Midget team hosts the all-
Ontario “A” championships 
this weekend, and Elmira 
wants to dominate there 
too.

“We’ve got the 
provincials next weekend 
and that’s just another 
way of  finding out who 
actually is the best team 
in Ontario,” added Snider. 
“It’ll be all the good teams 
again so it should be a 
good battle.”

“It’s going to be hard to 
stay up for that. Compared 
to this tournament it’s not 
a nothing tournament, 
but it’s a bit of  a downer. 
We’re going to be missing 
a few of  our players but 
we’ll go out there and give 
it our all,” echoed Darren 
Martin. “It’s a good 
tournament and a tough 
tournament and there are 
going to be a lot of  people 
coming to knock off  the 
national champions. We’ll 
go out there and do our 
best.”

Regardless of  their 
finish this weekend the 
title is theirs to champion, 
which includes the 
right to defend that title 
next August at the 2004 
championships.

2-1 lead.
“In the final game when 

Geoffrey Martin hit a two-
run single, I realized that 
championship was ours. 
That put the game to 4-1 
and when those runs came 
across I knew we wouldn’t 
give up,” added Darren 
Martin.

That 4-1 lead put the 

emphasis on the pitching 
and defence, which had 
been strong all week 
long. A few players 
– and coaches – admit 
that was the moment their 
confidence took a leap.

“When we were up 4-1 
in the final – that was the 
first time I knew it. Maybe 
not early on when it was 4-

1, but once we got into the 
sixth and seventh inning I 
was pretty sure we could 
coast home,” explained 
Danny Martin. “I knew 
the team we were playing 
against weren’t very good 
hitters … I knew we could 
get the outs, so it wasn’t 
too bad.”

“Danny threw amazing 

all three games. The first 
game he only gave up two 
hits and both were home 
runs. The second he only 
gave up three hits and we 
lost 1-0. The third game we 
knew we could beat them 
… and that game was 
ours,” confirmed team 
captain Adam Snider.

With the game over and 
the trophies and medals 
presented the group 
boarded their bus home, 
for what seemed like a 
never-ending overnight 
road party back to 
Elmira.

“They were pretty wild. 
There was a lot of  cell 
phone calls and every 
time someone lifted up a 
phone there was a scream 
and a yell for about 10 
seconds to let everyone 
know how pumped we 
were,” said Darren 
Martin. The phones 
were working back in 
Elmira as well, as minor 
softball coaches and 
township staff  worked 
the lines to organize an 
impromptu reception 
party to welcome the 
boys home. When the 
bus pulled into Woodside 
Bible Fellowship it 
was a whirlwind of  
congratulations and 
thanks, including a ride 
through Elmira with 
sirens blaring.

“It’s unbelievable. We’re 
just a small town with a 
couple of  guys that like 
playing ball,” said Snider 
after the ride on one of  
Elmira’s fire trucks. “We 
imported a few guys to 

HUGO RODRIGUES

FIRST ELMIRA CANADIAN CHAMPS Members of the team that returned from the national championships in Summerside, PEI, took a moment out of their arrival to pose by the 
Woolwich fire truck that took them around town. Members of the winning team are coach Darren Martin, coach Jonathan Hiller, manager Ryan Ruppert, Danny Martin, Josh Brohman, Mike 
Ostrander, Kelly Martin, Nathan Bauman, Dan Collins, Eric Hepburn, Ben Wideman, Adam Snider, Tim Freeman, Geoff Martin, Nigel Verstege, Kyle Kelly, Brandon Horn and batboy Matty 
Bauman. Missing in this photo is Travis Martin.

20-B Arthur St. N. - 669-5790

Congratulations 
on your first 
place finish!
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HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

When Woolwich 
council accepted 
a timeline for 
construction and 

renovation of its recreation 
facilities, it started the town-
ship and its population on a 
journey. That journey started 
with an idea, resulted in some 
options and has led to a choice 
– but it’s far from final and 
there are many steps that still 
need to be taken.

The tool that will help town-
ship director of recreation 
and facilities Larry Devitt, 
his staff and Woolwich coun-
cil through this process was 
the Recreation Facilities 
Needs Study, researched and 
written by F.J. Galloway and 
Associates. 

“It’s provided us with a 
document that we can now 
go forward with. There are 
people who don’t necessarily 
agree with everything in it 
– certainly the timeline is one 
of those things,” explained 
Devitt, acknowledging “we 
know we had aging facilities, 
we know we have needs to 
make them more contempo-
rary and we know we have 
needs in areas of the township 
that don’t have any facilities. 
It’s brought everything all 
together and has given us 

The foundation for     building facilities
As Woolwich wrestles with the costs and plans for a new recreation complex, the Observer looks at what other municipalities are doing to meet the needs of their residents

Woolwich Township
Population: 18,201

Proposed facilities:
• $200,000 for Conestogo Community 
Room, completion 2005
• $200,000 for Maryhill Community 
Room, completion 2006
• $1 million for Breslau Community 
Centre, completion 2009
• $3.1 million for Elmira Pool, comple-
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tion 2013
• $3.1 million for Elmira Arena, comple-
tion 2017

Total funds needed (proposed): 
 $9.3 million

Project stage: 
timeline for capital spending accepted

Centre Wellington Township
Population: 24,260

Proposed facility:
• Expansion of Fergus Community 
Centre
Facility highlights:
• second NHL-sized ice pad
• six-lane, 25-metre pool
• warm-water accessible leisure pool
• hot tub
• aerobic activity room renovation
• ancillary facilities (changerooms, 

hallways, etc.)
Total funds needed (proposed): 

$11 million
Funding breakdown:
• $750,000 community fundraising
• $2.4 million Superbuild
• $7.85 million through development 
charges and debentures
Project stage: 
• development team in place, fundrais-

ing underway
• architect hired, final design pending 
in September
• expected completion March 2005

Perth East Township
Population: 12,218

Facility:
• Perth East Recreation Complex, Mil-
verton

AN OBSERVER FEATURE

something that we can utilize 
in the budget process over the 
next few years.”

Devitt stressed the timeline 
isn’t written in stone, and that 
the budgeted amounts of $3.1 
million apiece for replacing 
the Elmira pool and arena 
aren’t static. As he develops his 
10-year capital budget forecast 
those numbers will change, as 
will the community’s needs 
and possible external funding.

“We’ll be looking at it this 
year and again next year, when 
some of the numbers may 
change a bit and some of the 
years may change as things 
happen,” noted Devitt. “Un-
fortunately a large part of the 
process is the funding. That 
certainly has played a factor 
in terms of how things have 
played out here …Some groups 
feel more strongly about the 
arena and the pool than other 
groups.

“There’s been a question 
asked about what kind of 
inflation has been built into 
this; there’s no inflation. But 
take the arena at $3 million, 
14 years from now. You could 
build a facility for $3 mil-
lion, but would it meet all the 
needs? Not necessarily but 
each year we’re going to look 
at that number and it’s going to 
be revised,” added Devitt.

But how does this process un-
derway in Woolwich stack up? 

Many municipalities built rec-
reation facilities some 25 to 40 
years ago that met their needs 
at that time. Many of these 
same facilities are now crum-
bling and in need of extensive 
repair or replacement.

Recreation needs have also 
changed. A small ice surface 
no longer suffices as NHL-
sized arenas at 200 feet by 85 
feet are on every arena group’s 
wish list. Similarly, a six-lane, 
25-metre lap pool, while useful, 
won’t generate the same kind 
of interest a leisure pool will. 
People want zero-depth entry 
ramps, splash pools and warm-
water pools for children and 
therapeutic uses.

Woolwich isn’t the only mu-
nicipality faced with these 
challenges – the Observer has 
taken stock of other communi-
ties where recreation facilities 
have been an issue of late. They 
were asked how they identified 
the need for the new buildings 
and how the funding was raised 
to support these initiatives.

The case for Milverton 
(Township of Perth East)

Earlier this year, Milverton 
opened the doors on the Perth 
East Recreation Complex. It’s 
a $3.5-million addition and 
renovation to the existing 
community banquet hall in 
Milverton. Added to the hall 
was an NHL-sized ice surface 

with seating for 600, a new 
community room overlooking 
the ice surface and related 
ancillary hallways and renova-
tions.

Milverton’s journey 
also started with 
a consultant’s 
report, which 
identified the 
need for the 
new arena. 
“The old 
arena was 
d e e m e d 
u n s a f e , ” 
e x p l a i n e d 
t o w n s h i p 
chief admin-
istrative officer 
Ria Colquhoun. 
“Action had to be 
taken either to retrofit – which 
proved unfeasible – or build 
new.”

The new facility meets the ex-
isting needs of Perth East, and 
gave the community the ben-
efit of improved facilities for its 
recreation programs. Twinned 
with the existing banquet hall 
and outdoor pool, it has created 
a focal point for the communi-
ty, noted Colquhoun. 

Summer ice programs held 
for the first time this year have 
been successful, and hockey is 
just around the corner. Perth 
East was able to raise $1 mil-
lion from private donations, 
solicited by a fundraising 

committee of community vol-
unteers. Remaining funding 
was raised through the pro-
vincial Superbuild fund and 
long-term financing by the 

township.

The case for 
Fergus 
Township of 
Centre Wel-

lington
Only a 

few steps 
ahead of 
Wo olw ic h , 
Centre Wel-

lington is 
now in the pro-

cess of acting on 
a recreation needs 

study commissioned 
in 2000. The centrepiece 

to that report was the recom-
mendation for expansion of the 
existing community centre in 
Fergus, and the township has 
moved fast.

“It will be an indoor leisure 
pool, another ice surface 
and an aerobics facility – all 
attached to the Fergus Com-
munity Centre,” explained 
township director of parks, 
recreation and culture Larry 
Dobbie. “It was a plan that 
evolved out of the municipality 
and that’s what the importance 
is – to get the community’s 
wants and needs.”

Featuring a new NHL-sized 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Inspired by the Tour de 
France, a Conestogo 
resident has devel-

oped the ENDURrun – an 
eight-day, seven-stage, 
160-kilometre road race 
that starts tomorrow 
(Aug. 17) at Waterloo’s 
RIM Park.

At the completion of 
the 21.1-kilometre stage 
at RIM the ENDUR-
run moves on to touch 
different neighbour-
hoods in Cambridge, 

More than a marathon of an event
First ever ENDURrun swings through Woolwich this week

Kitchener, Waterloo and 
Woolwich. ENDURrun 
comes to Camp Heidel-
berg on Kressler Road 
south of the village of 
Heidelberg on Aug. 20 for 
a 16.1-kilometre stint, fol-
lowed by a 10-kilometre 
road race between Con-
estogo Public School and 
Elmira District Second-
ary School on Aug. 23. 

Organizer Lloyd 
Schmidt isn’t afraid to 
admit the legendary cy-
cling tour inspired him, 
as the idea came about 
when he and others were 

watching it in 2002.
“Last August when 

we were following it we 
decided to do a Tour de 
France of running,” ex-
plained Schmidt. “Each 
race is totally different 
– there are different ter-
rains, different distances 
and it’s like the Tour in 
that the cumulative time 
leader gets to wear the 
gold jersey and there’s 
prize money for each 
stage.”

A run that’s designed to 
challenge even the most 
elite of runners, it’s not 

a marathon, an ultra-
marathon or a sprint or 
middle-distance race. 
Schmidt received that 
feedback from three focus 
groups held throughout 
the winter in the lead-up 
to the event, but equally 
defied the runners to 
meet the challenge.

“A lot of middle-distance 
runners had a problem 
with the distance and a 
lot of ultra-marathoners 
had a problem with the 
speed,” said Schmidt, 
noting that ultra-mara-
thoners “are used to 

running 100-mile races 
in a day, but they run a 
lot slower. The key and 
intriguing part of EN-
DURrun is you have to 
combine speed as well as 
endurance because there 
are time trials as well as 
a cumulative time.”

The difference in ven-
ues will also challenge 
athletes, since every day 
is a new race in terms 
of distance but also in 
terms of terrain.

“What I combine in 
this event is not just 
road racing but also trail 

runs. Trail runs are very 
difficult for people who 
run just on roads and 
there are trail runners 
in the race who will have 
difficulty on the roads 
because they’re not used 
to pounding on the pave-
ment. We try to combine 
every discipline,” added 
Schmidt.

Being this is ENDUR-
run’s first year, Schmidt 
noted there are only 
nine runners registered 
to take part in the event. 
That’s enough for the 

 See EVENT page 20
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The foundation for     building facilities
As Woolwich wrestles with the costs and plans for a new recreation complex, the Observer looks at what other municipalities are doing to meet the needs of their residents
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Facility highlights:
• NHL size arena with seating for 600
• Six change rooms, 2 referee’s rooms, 
plus a storage area to be used by user 
groups
• Community room overlooking arena, 
seats 200
• Bar and kitchen access from com-
munity room
• Sport flooring allowing for aerobic 

and seniors’ programs
• Renovations to existing banquet room 
now attached to arena
• Complex connected to outdoor pool

Total funds needed: $3.5 million
Funding breakdown:
• $1 million raised from the community
• $1.5 million from Superbuild
• $1 million through long-term deben-
ture

Project stage: 
Complete.

Town of Goderich
Population: 7,604

Facility: 
Maitland Recreation Centre
Facility highlights:
• NHL-sized ice pad with seating for 
550-600

• Walking track in arena
• five-lane, 25-metre pool with acces-
sible entry
• Children’s splash pool
• Sauna, hot tub
• 18m X 30m gymnasium
• divided multipurpose community room
• aerobic and fitness workout spaces
• ancillary facilities (change rooms, 
hallways, etc)

Total funds needed: $14 million
Funding breakdown:
• $5.5 community fundraising
• $3.5 million Superbuild
• $5 million through cost-savings, 
loans and debentures
Project stage: 
• arena operational Oct. 10, 2003
• remainder of facility open Novem-
ber-December 2003

ice surface and Centre Wel-
lington’s first indoor pool, the 
facility will meet the needs of 
user groups currently left out 
in the cold, be they growing 
girls’ hockey, seniors programs 
or community living groups.

“We’ve set aside $5 million 
for the pool, $3 million for the 
arena and a couple million 
for the adjoining areas,” ex-
plained Dobbie, who projects 
an estimated cost of $11 mil-
lion. With the final design of 
the new complex not due until 
September though those costs 
may change he added, hesitant 
to place a final number on the 
project.

Changes in cost will 
only affect the 
township’s por-
tion of the bill 
though, as 
communi-
ty groups 
a l r e a d y 
have a 
target of 
$750,000 
to raise 
and hon-
o u r a r y 
chair Per-
rin Beatty 
to help them 
do so. Centre 
Wellington re-
ceived $2.5 million 
from Superbuild for the 
project, and is committed to 

funding the balance without 
raising taxes.

“We’ve been collecting de-
velopment charges for a long 
time towards this project so 
we’ll have that money going 
towards it,” explained Dobbie. 
“We don’t want to touch tax 
dollars to use for the project; 
we want to use development 
charge money and long-term 
debenture money. I can’t really 
say we’re not going to, but the 
object is to stay clear of that 
and we think it can be accom-
plished.”

Despite the potential to do so 
Dobbie confirmed the financ-
ing for the new complex in 

Fergus will not de-
pend on expected 

r e v e n u e s 
from the 

G r a n d 
R i v e r 

R a c e -
w a y . 
Due to 
o p e n 
i t s 
s l o t s 
a n d 
o f f -

t r a c k 
b e t t i n g 

in Novem-
ber of this 

year, Centre 
Wellington will 

benefit from their 
share of the slots revenue.

“We made careful note to say 
that this project isn’t hinged 
upon racetrack funding or 
anything to do with the race-
track. The project is for the 
needs of the community due 
to growth, expansion and what 
not,” explained Dobbie. “Coun-
cil, when that money does start 
to flow, may decide to put some 
(racetrack) money towards 
that but that’s their choice at 
the time. We are not count-
ing on it, relying on it and the 
project does not hinge on that 
at all. We’ve been very careful 
not to do that.”

The case for Goderich 
Town of Goderich / 

Sarnia-Lambton YMCA
With completion of its $14-

million recreation facility due 
sometime this fall, Goderich 
is only now seeing the work 
of its staff and volunteers 
come to fruition. In response 
to a report commissioned in 
the mid-1990’s, the Maitland 
Recreation Centre will be oper-
ational by the end of the year.

The centre features an NHL-
sized ice surface with seating, 
a track, a leisure pool and 
ancillary aerobic and workout 
spaces. These were all request-
ed by the community, which 
had been clamouring for an 
indoor pool for some 30 years, 
explained chief administrative 
officer Jane Dawson.

“This was probably the third 
time we took a kick at this. 
We talked about it in the mid-
1970s, then again in 
the mid-1980s and 
then this was 
the mid-1990s. 
People have 
to under-
stand that 
it’s not 
an easy 
p r o c e s s 
for a com-
m u n i t y 
to come 
to grips 
with,” she 
added.

A proactive 
council combined 
with some new rev-
enue savings – Goderich’s 
ownership of the town port and 
dissolution of their police ser-
vice in favour of the OPP – gave 
the idea a jumpstart in the late 
1990s. With the commitment to 
the project cemented, Dawson 
explained that the key to God-
erich’s success in raising $5.5 
million from their community 
was the contracting of a third-
party fundraising consultant.
“That’s a real key for com-

munities. Even though they 
don’t want to spend the money 
to hire them I think in the 
long-run it’s a very wise thing 
to do,” said Dawson, noting 
the consultant will evaluate 

what amount is feasible and 
then work with volunteers 

to set targets and raise the 
funds. “It isn’t that 

the communi-
ty isn’t doing 

it. They’re 
still do-

ing it 
it’s just 
t h e y 
h a v e 
profes-
sional 
a d v i -
s o r s 

to help 
y o u r 

local vol-
unteers to 

do it. For us 
that was key.”

Another aspect 
unique to the Maitland 
Recreation Centre is the 
partnership with the Sar-
nia-Lambton YMCA, who 
will assume operational 
responsibility for all areas 
of the facility. As Dawson 
explained it Goderich liked 
the idea of buying into the 
YMCA concept when it was 
looking into facility design 
and operation. When they 
approached the Y in Sarnia-
Lambton they were equally 
receptive, and the commu-
nity facility will be a branch 
of that YMCA with a 5,000-
member capacity.

to show the scouts she’s 
ready to return. 

“Once they notice you, 
they pretty much always 
follow how you’re doing. 
It’s all about your perfor-
mance,” she said.

The race’s return to 
Wellesley wasn’t orches-
trated to give riders a 
glimpse of Mennonite 
life, but rather in rec-
ognition of Victoria 
D’Agostino, 8, who was 

Continued from page 13 killed in a car accident 
last winter near the K-W 
Optimist Club. Victoria’s 
father, Ed, is a member 
of the Waterloo Cycling 
Club and participated in 
the race.

All funds raised 
through the race – about 
$5,000 once all bills are 
paid – will be donated to 
the Victoria D’Agostino 
Children’s Benefit Fund 
of the K-W Community 
Foundation.

Floradale resident 
captures top spot in 
elite women’s raceRICHARD VIVIAN

O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It may have been a 
losing season for the 
Linwood Chiefs, but it 

ended on a high note. The 
Chiefs took gold at the 
Ontario Amateur Soft-
ball Association (OASA) 
finals in Penetanguish-
ene Aug. 10.

“We spent the year los-
ing to some of the best 
teams around, but play-
ing good games. I think 
that gave us ample op-
portunity to improve 

Linwood Chiefs grab gold at OASA
1-13 regular season record, but calibre of teams different, says coach

to where we are,” said 
coach Don Freeman, who 
was unable to attend the 
tournament. Freeman 
was in Prince Edward 
Island with his son Tim 
(who also coaches the 
Chiefs) and the rest of 
the Elmira Midget team 
for the Canadian Cham-
pionships.

Fellow Chiefs coach 
Doug Brohman also 
attended the Midget tour-
nament, where Elmira 
won gold.

“I was glad to see them 
come back with the gold. 

They worked hard and 
they did really well for a 
first year team.”

The Chiefs finished 
regular season play with 
a 1-13 record against 
teams from Waterloo, 
Mitchell and Kitchener, 
the only other teams 
in the league. But the 
record doesn’t indicate 
the potential of the team, 
stressed Freeman. Wa-
terloo is set to represent 
Ontario at the Eastern 
Canadian Champion-
ships in Newfoundland 
this weekend and Mitch-

ell is ranked third in the 
province.

Facing smaller commu-
nity teams in the OASA 
finals, the Chiefs fal-
tered out the gate before 
gaining the momentum 
they needed to take the 
top prize. Having spent 
several hours driving 
to Penetanguishene, the 
team’s first game started 
at 9 a.m. and ended in 
a hard-fought 2-1 loss 
against the Toanche 
Eagles.

“It was a bad bounce 
 See CHIEFS page 20
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THEARTS
Margaret Thuring’s “homecoming” recital at Woodside Bible Fellow-

ship is set for Aug. 19 at 7:30 p.m. The University of Windsor student 
and her piano are making their first stop home in Elmira since she left 
for school in 1998.

While all is quiet on the local quilting front, what with summer and all, 
diehards can get their fix at Joseph Schneider Haus in Kitchener, which is 
presenting Kindred Thread quilts; New Age Knitting: Sally Melville until 
the end of the month; 466 Queen St. S., call 742-7752.

You’ll find a bevy of works by local artists at the Cross Section 2003: 
Central Ontario Artist Association juried exhibition, starting Aug. 17 at 
the Homer Watson House and Gallery; 1754 Old Mill Rd., Kitchener. Call 
748-4377 for more info.

Have piano, will travel ... to Elmira Local artists on parade The quilt’s the thing

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In something of a 
return to his days 
at EDSS, Elmira 
director Gord Davis 

is currently shepherd-
ing a group of young 
people through the 
sometimes-hectic world 
of live musicals. In an 
intensive two-week work-
shop organized by The 
Singer’s Theatre that got 
underway Aug. 11, some 
30 participants, aged 12 
to 19 years, are preparing 
to stage a school edition 
of Les Misérables, the 
world’s most popular 
musical.

Public performances 
are set for Aug. 22-24 at 
the King Street Theatre 
Centre in downtown 
Kitchener.

Seen by more than 42 
million people worldwide 
since it premiered in Oc-
tober 1985 in London, Les 
Misérables has been trans-
lated into 18 languages.

Based on Victor Hugo’s 
classic 1862 novel, the 

RICHARD VIVIAN
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

These are no or-
dinary street 
performers. The 

Waterloo Busker Carni-
val brings stage-worthy 
performers to the street 
for the enjoyment of 
all, say organiz-
ers.

“ S o m e 
people think 
of street 
performers 
as low-level 
performers, 
but they 
have it 
wrong. These 
are top-qual-
ity performers 
who know how 
to entertain and I 
think people will re-
ally enjoy this year,” said 
director of marketing Sa-
mantha Kleinknecht.

“One of the great things 
about the carnival is that 
there’s always something 
happening. There’s al-
ways several performers 
on and people can walk 
from one show to the 
next.”    

Davis tackles Les Mis
All-student cast to present school edition of Victor Hugo’s classic tale

musical is an epic saga 
that sweeps through 
three turbulent decades 
of 19th century French 
history. The show is also 
the story of one man, the 
fugitive Jean Valjean, 
who is pitted against the 
cruel and self-righteous 
Inspector Javert in a 
lifelong struggle to evade 
capture.

The school edition of the 
play now in rehearsals at 
the Sunshine Montessori 
School in Kitchener is a 
slightly abridged version 
of the original musical by 
Alain Boubil and Claude-
Michel Schonberg.

“It’s the only version 
of Les Misérables avail-
able to school groups,” 
explained Davis, who is 
working alongside musi-
cal director Amanda 
Brunk. “With this ver-
sion, they cut a few 
things, but it’s still pretty 
long and has all the same 
memorable songs.”

It’s the music that makes 
Les Mis such an audience 
favourite, he added.

Among his young charg-

es, Davis is directing 
three local workshop par-
ticipants: Emma Guild, 
who is playing Cosette; 
Rachel Clark (Eponine) 
and Allison Howarth (a 
chorus member).

The story opens in 1815 
when Valjean (played 
here by Kitchener’s Jeff 
Payne), released on pa-

role after 19 years on the 
chain gang, finds that 
the yellow ticket-of-leave 
the must by law display, 
condemns him to be an 
outcast. Only the saintly 
Bishop of Digne treats 
him kindly and Valjean, 
embittered by years of 
hardship, repays him 
by stealing some silver. 

Valjean is caught and 
brought back by police, 
and is astonished when 
the bishop lies to the 
police to save him, also 
giving him two precious 
candlesticks.

Valjean decides to start 
his life anew – from there, 
we follow his struggles 
through that tumultuous 

time in history.
The Singer’s The-

atre production of Les 
Misérables will be per-
formed Aug. 22 (8 p.m.), 
23 (2 and 8 p.m.) and 24 
(2 p.m.) at the King Street 
Theatre Centre. Tickets 
are $22-25, available at 
the box office by calling 
571-0928.

RICHARD VIVIAN

Waterloo Busker Carnival marks 15th year
Special stage show added to celebrate anniversary

The carnival – which at-
tracts about 60,000 people 
annually – takes over 
King Street in Waterloo, 
between William and 
Erb streets, Aug. 20 to 24. 
Along with street perfor-
mances, the carnival will 
be offering indoor, soft-

seat performances for 
the first time in its 

history.
Always the 
mainstay of 
the event, 
buskers from 
all around 
the world 
will take 
turns in five 
performance 

areas on the 
street, demon-

strating their 
talents with fire 

shows, rope walking, 
magic and other special-
ties.

“We have people coming 
from Scotland, Austra-
lia, Canada, the United 
States. The audience is 
always receptive and re-
spectful, not to mention 
generous, so it’s not hard 
to find performers,” said 
Cheryl Ewing, director 

of entertainment.
“We have a lot of per-

formers who want to 
always come back and 
people request some of 
them back. But we never 
have them here two 
years in a row. We want 
to keep the carnival 
fresh with new things 
each year.”

The concept of adding a 
soft seat performance – A 
Taste of Vaudeville held 
at the Waterloo Stage 
Theatre Saturday – has 

been kicked around for a 
couple years by organiz-
ers, who opted to hold off 
on the idea until a land-
mark anniversary. 

“We’re really excited 
about it. Adding a soft 
seat show is something 
I’ve been thinking about 
for a while. Then Phil 
(LeConte) from The Silly 
People called saying he’d 
been having success with 
that type of thing and 
he’d like to be involved in 
having one at the carni-

val,” explained Ewing.
“Having been around 

for 15 years, we felt we 
should do something dif-
ferent to acknowledge the 
occasion. And we wanted 
to give the audience 
something more too.”

Playing host for the 
vaudeville show, The 
Silly People (based out 
of Waterloo) are plan-
ning a barrage of music, 
comedy and other stage 
antics, but the duo are 
tight-lipped about the de-

tails of the performance.
“We’re having a bunch 

of the street perform-
ers and performers you 
won’t see on the street 
joining us on stage for 
some fun,” said LeCon-
te.

“For us, this is par-
ticularly fun. We’ve been 
touring all summer long 
and this is the last festi-
val of the year and it just 
happens to be in front of 
a hometown crowd. And 
the crowd in Waterloo 
really supports the per-
formers.”

It the soft-seat show 
goes well, it will return 
in future years, though 
not likely with The Silly 
People, added Ewing. 
“We would change that 
like we change the street 
performers.”

Funds raised through 
the opening gala and 
soft seat performances 
will be used to keep the 
carnival running in 
future years. Donations 
collected following each 
street performance re-
main with the performer 
as their pay for partici-
pating in the carnival.

NOT SO MISERABLE Elmira director Gord Davis is preparing a group of young people to present the musical Les Misérables beginning Aug. 
22. Among the cast are local residents (from left) Allison Howarth, Emma Guild and Rachel Clark.

PLAYING HOST  Waterloo’s The Silly People (Phil LeConte and Colin Franks) are set to headline the 
Waterloo Busker Carnival’s first stage performance, A Taste of Vaudeville. The fest starts Aug. 20.
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THEY WON! READ ALL ABOUT ELMIRA’S MIDGET BOYS
SOFTBALL TEAM IN OUR CENTRE SPREAD THIS WEEK!

SEE 
SPORTS
SECTION

PAGES 14-15

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

M.R.Jutzi & Co. • Breslau, Ont.  • (519) 648-2111

Saturday, August 16, 2003 9:30 a.m.  – Mechanical, 
Construction and Shop Equipment Auction to be held 
at Breslau Airport road Auction Complex, 5100 Foun-
tain St. North, Breslau (Kitchener). Complete range of 
construction, mechanical and shop equipment. View-
ing Friday, August 15, 2003, 1p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Gray’s Auction Service Inc. • Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west 
of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mow-
ers; Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; 
Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; 
Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; 
Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; Pup-
pets; Candy; Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister 
Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; Plus Many Other 
Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC. 

AUCTION
DIRECTORY

Sat.       Aug 16th      9:30am

AUCTION

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.on.ca       (519) 648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Aug 15, 2003, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Cash Deposit Required on Each Major Item, Balance

in 48 Hours - Cash, Debit Card or Bank Draft or as announced.

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!    No Buyer’s Premiums!!! 

* Mechanical, Construction & Shop Equipment *

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST., North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Complete Range of Construction, Mechanical & Shop Equipment

Mechanical: RIDGID Tools => Reamer, Tristands, Ratchett Threaders, 
Tri-Dies, Die Heads • 3-GreenIce Power Benders • Roto Hammers • Baker 
Scaffolding • Port Band Cutoff Saw • Sheet Metal Hammer • 40+ Alum/
Steel Pipe Wrenches • Propane Torches • 20+ 1⁄2” HD Elec. Drills • etc.

Construction/Welding & Shop: Mag Base Drill • Mig Welders • 2 - Lincoln 
Welders • 20+ Chain Hoists • 6 - Abr. Chop Saws • Band Cutoff Saw • 

Floor Drill Press • Spray Guns • Pumps • Cement Mixer • 10+ Shop Vacs 
• Port Saw Dust Collector • 200+ New HD Drill Bits • Grinders • Trench 
Tampers • Alum Erection Scaffolding • Chainsaws • 15+ Cordless Drills 
• Scaffolding • 3⁄4” Socket Sets • 10+ sets Large Wrenches • Pipe Vises • 
Alum Ext Ladders • Axes • Torches • Come-a-longs • Pressure Washers • 

Hyd Jacks • Sewer Snakes • 5gal Paint Pail Shaker • etc.

Complete Liquidation of WRED, Stratford as instructed by KPMG, Waterloo
OFFICE => Oak/Mahogany Desks, Workstations, Bookcases & Tables • PII 
Computers & Laptops • Printers • Fax • Steno/Ex Chairs • Toshiba Phone 

System • Laminator • Copier • File Cabinets
PARTIAL LIST ONLY -- ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION!!!

AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

OPEN HOUSE
Friday, Sept. 5, 2003

10:00am - 4:00pm

Come and see our new facilities. Meet company
reps for... Alpine, Dekalb, Maizex, A&L Labs,
HJV Equipment and GRCA. Lunch provided.

CFS • 7668 Eighth Line, RR#2 Drayton
Dennis Frey - 638-3457

Nutrient Management Plans: Seed - Fertilizer - Custom Spraying

RETAIL SALES POSITIONS
Full and part time help required. Must be able to 
work various locations and shifts in Waterloo and 
St. Jacobs. Transportation a must.
We need you to be:
            • conscientous and well groomed
            • a self starter
            • friendly and able to adjust to a fast pace

Interested?
Apply to Chocolates ‘n More
1429 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Fax: 519 884-9854

HELP WANTED

Employment Opportunity 
with Advanced Tower Ltd. 
Seeking a qualified welder 
fitter and a production weld-
er. Immediate employment 
and competitive wages. Fax 
resume to 519-669-1231 or 
email to rhibma@advance-
tower.com
Part-time or Full- time re-
tail position available. Apply 
with resume to Shadetree, 
1381 King St., St. Jacobs. 
664-1977. 

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Babysitter Needed in our 
home. Five mornings a 
month starting in January. 
Send reference to: Allison, 
General Delivery, Elmira, 
ON., N3B 2N0
Daycare Needed - Part-
time, in our Elmira home. 
Approx. 24 hours per 
week, af ternoons, be-
ginning in September. 3 
children ages 1, 3, and 6. 
Please call Tim or Linda, 
669-9070.
Daycare Needed. Be-
fore and after hours care 
required for 1 boy, age 6 
going to Riverside School. 
Preferrably in our home 
but will consider other op-
tions. Call Robin or Nathan 
669-0616.
Mother and Grandma will 
babysit weekdays in my 
own home starting Sept. 
1. Ask for Bonnie. Phone 
669-5837.

CHILD CARE & 
CAREGIVING

Mother Of Two children will 
do childcare in our home 
starting immediately. (Bris-
tow Creek area). Full time 
or part time. Park close by, 
fenced in backyard, snacks 
provided, f irst aid /child 
CPR, buses will run from 
St. Teresa school, govern-
ment approved. Please call 
669-1262.

FOR SALE

8x7 Sectional Insulated 
garage door.  Damage 
to bottom section, B.O. 
Pentium 2 with speakers, 
17” monitor, mouse and 
keyboard, $450.00. 5 -
H.P. Briggs and Stratton 
lawn mower $40.00 o.b.o. 
Panasonic plain paper fax 
and copy machine, hard-
ly used. $50.00 0.B.o. 
Phone 589 -2116 af ter 
6 p.m.
Basketball Net - portable 
free standing, good condi-
tion, paid $230; sell $100 
firm. Call 669-4372.
Carpet - I have several 
thousand yards of new 
Stainmaster and 100% 
Olefin carpet. I will carpet 
your livingroom and hall 
for $389. Prices include 
carpet, pad and installation. 
30 sq. yrds. Call Steve 519-
576-7387.
Gas Range - l ike new, 
white, can be converted 
to Propane. $400 firm. Call 
669-4372.

FOR SALE

Gray Truck Caps - for 
2000 or older Chev $300 
o.b.o.; and for ‘95 Ford 
or older $150 o.b.o. (519) 
638-5703.
Inglis Washer Sale  Ex-
tended. Plus for limited 
time 2nd year free man-
ufacturer’s warranty. En-
ergy rebate on frontload-
ers. Walters Appliances, 
669-2007.
Modem/Fax/Voice. Ao-
pen FM56-ITU/2, from 
p166. $25. 669-2069. No 
Sunday calls please.
New - Massey Ferguson 
Riding Mowers. No pay-
ments. No interest until 
April 1, 2004 (O.A.C.). 
Olivet Sales and Service, 
638-2555.

RIDE WANTED

Save Money - Share gas 
cost. I need a ride from 
Elmira to Conestogo Col-
lege in September. Call 
Jeremy 669-8746.

FARM & RURAL 
FOR SALE

45 Acre Parcel of land in-
cluding 14 lot subdivision 
located in Car thage w/
O.M.E. draft approval al-
ready in place. Excellent 
potential. 745-2087.

HORSES

Percheron Mare. 17 
hands. Broke to dr ive. 
In foal for 2004. Current 
deworming and vaccina-
t ions. Good tempera-
ment. $1,350 o.b.o. (519) 
638-5703.
Registered Appaloosa 
horses for sale. Phone 
519-653-3720, Howard 
Weber.

WANTED TO BUY

Dishes, Cast Iron, Furni-
ture, farm goodies, paper, 
books, unusual smalls, 
tins, coke coolers, neat old 
things. Hand restoration 
available, repairs. 519-
843-2777.
You just proved classified 
ads work. Call 669-5790 to 
place YOURS today.

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Jeep Cherokee Sport 
- One owner, most options, 
immaculate. Voisin Chrys-
ler, 669-2831.
1996 Intrepid - Low kms, 
powerful 3.3L V6, nicely 
equipped including pwr 
seat, very clean. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1997 Cavalier - One own-
er, low kms, auto, cd stereo, 
certified. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1998 Intrepid - One owner, 
low kms, loaded including 
rear spoiler, big tires and 
pwr seat. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1998 RAM 1500 ST - 
One owner, low kms, V8, 
tilt & cruise, HD cooling, 
new tires & brakes. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
1999 Breeze - 4 cyl., auto, 
air, tilt, cruise, pwr windows 
& locks. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
1999 Ram 1500 SLT Quad 
Cab - 5.21 magnum, most 
options, one owner, Voisin 
Chrysler,  669-2831.
2000 Grand Caravan 
SE - Big 3.8L V6, nicely 
equipped with Quad seats 
and CD changer. Voisin 
Chrysler, 669-2831.
2000 Neon LE - Low kms, 
auto, air, tilt & cruise, war-
ranty. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
Find the ride of your life in 
Observer Classifieds.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartment. 
Close to downtown Elmira. 
519-648-2340.
For Rent. New, two sto-
rey, three bedroom, 11/2 
bathroom house with a 
single car garage. Central 
air conditioning, appliances 
included. Located in Elmira 
near a park. Asking $975.00 
per month plus utilities. First 
and last month rent re-
quired. Non-smoking home. 
No pets. Available immedi-
ately. For more information, 
call 669-3056.

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE - Aug. 16 & 
17, 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 3+ bed-
room bungalow, overlook-
ing scenic river valley, N 
of Drayton. 3 baths, mn. flr. 
laundry & living room, lrg. 
country kitchen w/ solid oak 
cabinets and trim. Walk-out 
basement fully finished. for 
more information call 638-
5439 after 3 p.m.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Shop For Rent. Clean dry, 
secure 1200+ sq. ft. shop for 
rent. Separate services, air 
compressor. Whole or par-
tial shop available. Lease 
terms negotiable.  Call Na-
than or Robin 669-0616.

TRADES &    
SERVICES

Lose Weight Now! Email: 
aslimu@gto.net for a free 
cd and info.

COMING EVENTS

Non-denominational 
Gospel Meetings are be-
ing held in the tent at 6024 
Weisenburg Rd., Ariss. 
Sundays 7 p.m., Tuesdays 
& Thursdays 8 p.m. All wel-
come. 519-824-5638.

GARAGE SALES

Moving/Yard Sale - Sat-
urday, August 23, 8:00 
a.m. Martin Grove Trailer 
Park, 134 Scott St. Lots 
of things from crafts to an 
electric lawn mower.
Yard Sale - Sat. Aug. 23, 
29 Falcon Dr., Elmira. Air 
conditioner, rocker recliner, 
weight bench, boys leather 
moto jacket, etc.

BUSINESS

EXISTING LOCATIONS 
AVAILABLE - TrueValue 
Hardware, V&S Options, 
Country Depot. No Franchise 
Fees - Members receive 
Yearly Dividends. On-going 
field support. CALL TruServ 
Canada TODAY and be part 
of our team. TOLL-FREE 1-
800-665-5085.
AMAZING EARNING PO-
TENTIAL! We have the 
four honest and fastest 
growing business opportu-
nities. Some can be F/T or 
P/T from home. We are cur-
rently accepting applications 
in your area for: Designers 
(If you like Trading Spaces 
you’ll love this business @ 
www.masterbuilders.ca/
designers), Shapes for 
Women (premier wom-
en’s only fitness club @ 
www.shapesforwomen.biz, 
Dreambuilders (professional 
business helping others build 
business dreams with expo-
nential income @ www.wor
lddreambuilders.com), and 
Masterbuilders (new home 
sales and builder opportunity 
@ www.masterbuilders.ca) 
For free business oppor-
tunity and application 1-
888-616-0181 online at 
www.joppa.ca or contact 
Development Director 1-
403-261-1998.

BUSINESS

ENHANCE YOUR INCOME 
selling quality educational 
products. Home-based. 
Help children succeed. Call 
Victor 1-800-806-8892. 
www.core-learning.com 
click ‘Home Business’.
TOTAL BODY MANAGE-
MENT offering Turnkey dis-
tributorships. Full training - 
Affordable investment in 
the vital and dynamic area 
of weight loss and nutrition. 
Call 1-877-393-8333.
ATTENTION SEASILVER/
NONI USERS. Be the 
FIRST in Canada. Break-
through Liquid Nutritional 
exceeding U.S. sales re-
cords. Don’t miss ViaVi-
ente’. Secure your posi-
tion now! 800-242-0363 
ext. 3457.
ESTABLISHED FLEA 
MARKET, Canada’s larg-
est single vendor, 14,000 
sq.ft., 3.5 acres, busy Trans 
Canada, near Sudbury. 
3 Bdrm home, 120,000 
inventory. Training and 
supplying. Low overhead, 
high net, $240,000.  (705) 
694-4499.

BIZ SERVICES

LOOKING FOR SOME-
BODY to maintain or 
upgrade your network, 
wireless or wired? Packet 
Works, located in Kitchener, 
serves all of Southern On-
tario. Call 519-579-4507.

ENTERTAINMENT

JUNGLE CAT WORLD 
ZOO. Explore a World of 
Endangered Animals. $2, 
-Off regular Adult Admis-
sion. Discover incred-
ible Wildlife Feast of the 
Beasts 1:30. 45 Min. east 
of Toronto, HWY 401 Exit 
436, north 11 km on HWY 
35/115. (905) 983-5016. 
www.junglecatworld.com

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
today for your FREE bro-
chure. 1-800-267-1829. 
www.shef f ieldschool.ca 
Sheffield School of Interior 
Design, Ottawa, ON

EMPLOYMENT

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE 
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Summer’s Com-
ing! Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
chocolate bars and new 
products. Make full $$$. 
Fundraising services avail-
able. 1-800-383-3589.

FOR SALE

SAWMILL $4995.00 All new 
Super Lumbermate 2000, 
larger capacities, more op-
tions. Norwood Industries, 
manufacturer of sawmills, 
edgers and skidders. Free 
information. 1-800-566-
6899, ext. 400.OT
FIND THE HELP YOU need 
in Observer Classifieds. 
Check us out weekly.

FOR SALE

LOOKING FOR MORE 
exposure? Check out Na-
tional Classifieds.
CORAL CALCIUM “EX-
TRA” 100 capsules, 530 
mgs 100% pure marine 
coral calcium from Oki-
nawa, Japan as endorsed 
and recommended by 
Robert Barefoot on T.V. 
1-866-319-0708, Calgary; 
www.curecanada.com.

HEALTH

DRUG/ALCOHOL REHA-
BILITATION. Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything 
to drugs or alcohol. 90-180 
day, 75% success. Ask 
about our guarantee. See 
www.aei.net/~narconon. 1-
877-782-7409 Toll-free. 
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ACROSS 
1. Public walk lined with 
trees
8. European freshwa-
ter fish
12. Slang term for mar-
ijuana
16. Soft blackish-brown 
resinous exudate used in 
perfumes
17. Gradual decline in 
size and strength
18. Kitchen appliance
19. Punishing someone 
for the error of  others
21. A fitting reward (ar-
chaic)
22. Over (Syn)
23. Town in SW Belgium
24. TV manufacturer
25. Irritate or vex
26. Daughters through 
marriage
30. Invade in great num-
bers
33. A lyric poem
34. Daughter of  Tanta-
lus (Greek Myth.)
35. Older than 12, young-
er than 20
36. Take one before the 
other
39. Having ability to in-
voke laughter
41. Decay
42. Lead alloy contain-
ing 10-20% tin
44. Property of  being 
large in mass
46. Any system of  prin-
ciples or beliefs
48. A grab-bag category
51. Watercolours used 
in/on wet plaster

53. Farmers store si-
lage here
54. Yiddish word for 
synagogue
57. Even (archaic ab-
brev.)
58. Be in debt
60. Acquires
62. Long walk in woods
63. 13C Mongolian peo-
ple of  central Asia
65. A note to follow soh
67. Coming back to some 
piece of  conversation
69. Home in large multi-
unit building
73. Took in solid food
74. A subdivision of  a 
play, opera or ballet
75. Sister of  a parent
76. Narrow wooden run-
ners used for gliding 
over snow
79. Notice of  death
80. Made more durable
83. Flat mass of  ice 
floating at sea
84. James Brown is the 
godfather of  this
85. Line formed by low-
er edge of  a skirt
86. Multiple sums of  9 
and 1
87. Fighting force
88. Walk or tramp about
DOWN 
1. In addition
2. Tie footwear
3. 12th month Jewish 
calendar
4. Used to find your way 
around
5. Injection of  liquid to 
stimulate bodily evacu-

ation
6. Where baseball play-
ers stand when not in 
the field
7. In the middle of
8. US weight equal to 
100lbs
9. Having filaments 
growing from the body
10. Loosen by turning
11. Area around the al-
tar for the clergy
12. Term of  respect for-
merly applied to knights 
and clergymen
13. Having general au-
thority over others
14. A game involving 
the revealing from be-
hind hands
15. Conclusion
20. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
26. "The Menace" (car-
toon character)
27. Brand of  golf  balls
28. Formally making 
people known to the 
public
29. The act of  moist-
ening
30. Former US telecom-
munications company
31. Used to indicate 
maiden name
32. The breakdown of  
organic substances to 
simpler ones (ex. sugar 
into alcohol)
37. Definite article
38. Snakelike freshwa-
ter fish
40. Makes drinks cold
43. Accompanying 

someone
45. A yarn
47. Card game with 
"right" Jacks on top
49. Common milk-
yielding animal
50. Used to negate a 
sentence
51. White sheep or 
goat cheese popular in 
Greece
52. Able to be har-
vested
55. Small Hawaiian 
guitar with four strings
56. Having guidance
59. A citizen with the 
legal right to vote
61. Small locomo-
tive used to move cars 
aroung (but not to 
make trips)
64. A sharp narrow 
ridge found in rugged 
mountains
66. A natural cavity or 
hollow in a bone
68. Respiratory disor-
der (char. by wheezing)
70. A town in west Ita-
ly (NW Tuscany)
71. Imperial Chinese 
dynasty (206BC - 221BC)
72. Should
76. Small cut
77. Ideas beyond one's 
understanding
78. ___ fixe or also 
called fixed idea
79. Many times at 
short intervals
81. Cathedral city, east-
ern England on Ely Hill
82. A Hebrew judge

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.RoyalLePage.ca/Elmira
FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THESE FOLLOWING LISTINGS

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192
BONNIE 

BRUBACHER
Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.

• $34,900 - Residential Vacant Land (Listowel)
• $57,000 - Conestogo Lake Cottage (Lot 185)
• $89,500 - Conestogo Lake Cottage (Lot 246)
• $129,900 - Excellent 2+ Bedroom Starter (Elmira)
• $129,900 - Spacious 2-Storey Semi (Moorefield)

• $209,900 - Bungalow / Chicopee Location (Kitchener)
• $349,000 - Park-Like 5.5-Acre Property (Moorefield)
• $349,900 - Private 3.77-Acre Property (Drayton)
• 509,000 - Eye-catching 26-Acre Country Property (Glen Allan)

WESTFIELD ACRES - ELMIRA
Paradigm (Elmira) Homes. Pricing starting at 
$204,900 for Bungalow plans, $222,900 for 2 Storey 
plans and $224,900 for Backsplit plans. Spacious 
40', 49' and 50' lots, some premium greenspace 
lots available. Call today for more details regarding 
Paradigm's homes. Excellent Ontario New Home 
Warranty Rating. EXCLUSIVE.

QUIET VILLAGE SETTING
$183,900. This well kept 2 storey offers 
hardwood flooring, 3-bedrooms, 2 baths, 
new roof, 200 amp service, detached 
double car garage and a 22'x30' hip barn. 
NEW MLS.

Floradale

OUTSTANDING FAMILY HOME
$339,000. Very impressive 2 storey offering 
a bonus room w/kitchen & bathroom above 
the garage ideal for an in-law or teen suite. 
Spacious country kitchen with walkout 
to patio, family rm. with fireplace, lovely 
hardwood flooring and double car garage. 
NEW MLS.

Conesto
go

OPEN HOUSE

$239,900 • LOT 42, River Run Rd.
Robinson Homes for more info:  343-4816

NEW 1633sq.ft. Bungalow: Open concept all brick on 69x145 lot, 3 bdrms, 
2 baths, maple kitchen cupboards, main floor laundry, dbl. car garage, gas 
heat. Flooring upgrades still possible. Easy commute from K-W/Elmira area.

IN DRAYTON - TAKE A LOOK!
SUNDAYS AUGUST 17 and 24 - 2-4PM

that let them score the two 
runs. We got one back, but 
we just couldn’t pull it 
together,” said team man-
ager Gary Ehrlich. “It was 
really a tough break. Then 
everything just seemed to 
go against us.”

The team followed the 
loss with two more before 
making their presence felt 
with a 10-0 victory over 
Owen Sound late in the 
day Saturday. It was that 
victory that rallied the 
troops and give them the 
strength they needed to 
go all the way, said pitcher 
Kevin Tuckey. Tuckey, 
who joined the team for 
the tournament from 
Grand Valley, tossed 35 
strikeouts in 34 innings, 
earning himself  the pitch-
ing MVP nod.

 “After that win, it re-
ally started to give us 
momentum. We started to 
realize we could win and 
that really helped,” said 
the 16-year-old, adding he 
was shocked to be pitch-
ing MVP.

“There were quite a few 
good pitchers there. I re-
ally wasn’t sure how I’d 
do,” he said. “It has really 

Chiefs pitcher named MVP
Continued from page 17

motivated me to keep go-
ing with the pitching.”

Heading into the cham-
pionship game on Sunday 
against the Eagles, Ehrlich 
decided the team needed a 
little extra something 
on its side, so he took a 
tip from the gold-medal 
Canadian men’s hockey 
team. Prior to the Salt 
Lake City Olympics, the 
hockey team put a toonie 
in the ice.

“I decided we should do 
a little something extra 
to inspire them (players), 
so I gave three of  them 
pennies to put under the 
bases,” explained the 
manager. 

No one is sure what im-
pact the pennies had on 
the team’s performance, 
but nobody is willing to 
dismiss it either. 

“It got us pumped a little. 
I don’t really know if  it did 

anything,” said Tuckey.
Linwood took the tourna-

ment with a 5-2 win over 
the Eagles.

As a predominately 
young team, 20 members 
will be eligible to return 
next season, Freeman said 
the experience, if  not the 
enthusiasm of  the win 
will carry into next year.

“This was great experi-
ence. I’m very optimistic 
for next year.”

Event the Tour de France of running
Continued from page 16

first year for Schmidt, 
who said he wasn’t disap-
pointed with the entries 
because it allows him 
and the race committee 
the time to work through 
the kinks with a smaller 
group of  runners.

With 70,000 hits on 
ENDURrun’s Web site 

since Jan. 1, Schmidt 
has heard over and over 
that many runners are 
training for the event 
next year.

“A lot of  people said 
when they found out 
about it five or six or 
seven months ago there 
wasn’t enough time to 
train for it. They need a 

full year or year-and-a-
half,” added Schmidt.

Regardless, the nine 
runners registered for 
this year come from 
around the world, with 
participants from Rus-
sia, Japan, Nigeria and 
across Canada.

Spectators wishing 
to take in the event in 

Woolwich should be 
out at Camp Heidelberg 
on Aug. 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
The road race from 
Conestogo to Elmira 
gets underway Aug. 23 
at 8:30 a.m. ENDURrun 
wraps up Aug. 24 with a 
marathon that starts and 
ends at the University of  
Waterloo.

CHAMPS Kneeling Front: Alex Ehrlich, Brent Freeman, Drew Barton, 
Kyle Coles. Back: Dave Freeman (coach) Gary Ehrlich (manager) Brad 
Brenner (coach), Kyle Erb, Kyle Frede, Kevin Tuckey, Dan Rhame, Tyler 
Brenner, Ryan Horst
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AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING LANDSCAPING

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE: TIRES

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES TRAVEL HOME RENOVATIONS

SELF STORAGE

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

AUTOMOTIVE

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

CRANE RENTALS

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

DECORATING

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

WIDEMAN
CONTRACTING

Specializing in:
Bathroom Renovations
Basement Renovations

Windows and Doors
Additions

Roofing (Residential)

MIKE WIDEMAN
846-0650

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

“YOUR ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE”
TOWING AVAILABLE

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

LUBE • OIL
FILTER

Service with
15 Point
Inspection
For most cars,

vans & pick-ups

SHELL quality
lubricants used.

19$ 95

By Appointment,
Call Paleshi to book

669-1666
Mon-Sat service

ELECTROLYSIS

ROOFING

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

GET A LOAD OF THIS
Serving KW for over 20 Years

BULK LANDSCAPING DEPOT

888-9992
Corner Weber St. N./Benjamin Rd.

Waterloo

Topsoil & Mixes
Retaining Walls & Flagstone 

Waterfall Rockery
1 Yd Bags Now Available

TOP SOIL

CONSTRUCTION

AIR
CONDITIONER
INSPECTIONS!

ONLY

39$ 95
(PLUS FREON)

Celebrating over 28 years of customer service

USED TIRES 
$1000

(AND UP)

669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

COME SEE US FOR
GREAT DEALS ON...

YOU’RE 
THINKING...
BIG CIRCULATION...
WELL READ NEWS...
AWARD WINNING...

SEE SUCCESSFUL AD 
CAMPAIGNS IN YOUR 
COMPANY’S FUTURE.

CALL 669-5790

CHUCKLES
EXCAVATING

Justus 
Martin

telephone 
519.748.7868

RR2 ALMA, ONTARIO, N0B 1A0

chuckles@porchlight.ca

PHOTO REPRINTS

ANY ISSUE.
ANY PICTURE.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Available in a variety of sizes, and delivered 
right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  Also, see full details 
and information about online ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

TOP QUALITY ROOFING SYSTEMS
25-40yr Asphalt • Cedar • Metal • Flat • Repairs

P.O. BOX 7 ST. JACOBS
ONTARIO, N0B 2N0 519 669-4484

KUEHLTed
automotive

1044 Industrial Cr. Unit 4
ST. CLEMENTS

28 Years Experience

699-5841

Car & Truck service 
you can count on.

Ted Kuehl is coming 
home to St. Clements
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The fi les of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment.   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

The Township of Woolwich
"Proudly Remembering Our Past;                      Confi dently Embracing Our Future."

The Community 
Information Page
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur St. S.
ELMIRA, Ontario, N3B 2Z6

TEL: (519) 669-1647 or 664-2613  PLAN/ENG: (519) 669-8706    FAX: (519) 669-1820   WEBSITE: www.township.woolwich.on.ca  AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:  575-4504

CONTRACT #2003-11 • ELMIRA SOUTH TRUNK SEWER
SEALED TENDERS, CLEARLY MARKED AS TO CONTENTS, ON FORMS 
SUPPLIED BY THE OWNER’S CONSULTANT ENGINEER, will be received by:

The Corporation of the Township of Woolwich
P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur Street South

Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

Attention: Mr. Rod Kruger, C.E.T., A.M.C.T.

Manager of Engineering Operations
Engineering & Planning Services

until 12:00 Noon, Local Time, on September 4, 2003 for the Elmira South Trunk 
Sewer.  The following is a general, but not necessarily complete, description 
of the scope of work to be undertaken.

The removal and replacement of two (2) existing sanitary forcemains with 
a gravity-fed sewer including the decommissioning of the existing South 
Pumping Station.

This project is scheduled to commence on or about September 17, 2003 and 
be completed on or about November 21, 2003.

Plans, specifications and tender forms may be obtained from Stantec 
Consulting Ltd., 49 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario, N2H 6M7.  Phone:  
(519) 579-4410, for a non-refundable fee of $50.00.  DOCUMENTS MAY ONLY 
BE PICKED UP AFTER 3:30 P.M. ON AUGUST 15, 2003.  Cheques are to be 
made payable to Stantec Consulting Ltd.

A Bid Bond in the amount of 10% of the tender amount must accompany 
each Tender, and the successful bidder will be required to provide 100% 
Performance, Labour and Material Bonds upon execution of the Contract 
Agreement.

A site visit will be scheduled for all interested bidders on August 27, 2003.

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

Mr. Rod Kruger, C.E.T., A.M.C.T.
Manager of Engineering Operations 
Township of Woolwich 
69 Arthur Street South 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z6

Mr. Paul Conklin, C.E.T.
Project Manager
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
49 Frederick Street
Kitchener, ON   N2H 6M7

August 6
3:30 PM A Northfi eld Drive East 

farmer reported fi nding a small 
quantity of marijuana plants grow-
ing in his cornfi eld. Police pulled 
the plants from the ground and 
destroyed them. It’s unknown who 
planted the marijuana and police 
are still investigating.
4:40 PM Thieves jacked up a car 

at Viosin Motors on Arthur Street 
North in Elmira and removed a 16-
inch alloy wheel with a Goodyear 
Eagle tire on it. Police have no 
suspects.

August 7
10:00 AM A 2000 Dodge Dakota 

pickup truck was reported stolen 
from The 50’s Bar on Lobsinger 
Line in St. Clements. Less than an 
hour later the vehicle was found 

in a fi eld on Benjamin Road, near 
Kressler Line. The airbag was de-
ployed and the vehicle received 
several scratches. Police continue 
to investigate.
3:40 PM A lawnmower was 

reported stolen from Waterloo-Ox-
ford Co-op store on Church Street. 
The mower – described as a rear 
bag, yellow Yardman – was taken 
from the outside lawn and garden 
centre sometime earlier in the day. 
Police have no suspects.
8:00 PM A mountain bike was 

taken from the bike rack outside 
the youth drop-in centre on Snyder 
Avenue in Elmira. The bike is de-
scribed as a black, multi-speed Su-
percycle. Police have no suspects.
11:45 PM Police responded to 

an assault at a Jigs Hollow Road 

residence. The investigation lead to 
the arrest of a minor. A 17-year-old 
male was charged with assault and 
breach of probation and held for a 
show cause hearing. The victim 
received minor injuries.

August 8
1:20 AM The back door of a Scott 

Street residence was pried open 
and several items were taken. The 
homeowner reported being out for 
several hours earlier in the night 
and returned home to fi nd door 
damaged and his satellite dish/
receiver and Sony Playstation 2 
missing. Police have no suspects.
5:00 PM Property damage was 

reported to a car parked at a Wyatt 
Street residence. Sometime during 
the previous 48 hours the car was 
extensively scratched, resulting in 

$1,000 in damages. Police continue 
to investigate.

August 9
1:30 AM Police received a report 

of damage to a car parked at a 
Pheasant Drive residence in Elmira. 
Sometime in the previous 24 hours 
the car was scratched. Police have 
no suspects.
3:20 PM The rear window of a 

Robin Drive residence in Elmira 
was smashed. No entry was gained. 
Police have no suspects.
5:00 PM A Wellesley-area resident 

received a 12-hour driving suspen-
sion after blowing a ‘warn’ in a 
roadside breath alcohol test. The ve-
hicle was stopped on Herrgott Road 
during routine patrol. The vehicle 
was towed from the scene.
7:00 PM An Oak Drive resident 

reported fi nding a late model 
chainsaw at the edge of their prop-
erty. Anyone missing the chainsaw 
should contact the Elmira branch.
7:50 PM A Manser Road farmer 

reported fi nding 46 marijuana 
plants growing in his cornfi eld. Po-
lice removed the plants, but have 
no suspects.

August 10
8:00 AM Several items were van-

dalized at a Park Avenue residence 
in Elmira. Sometime overnight, 
several decorative signs, a birdbath 
and a mailbox were knocked over. 
Police have no suspects.
8:01 AM Police received a report 

that a stop sign at the intersection 
of Arthur Street and Pintail Avenue 
in Elmira was painted black. Police 
have no suspects.

August 12
10:15 AM A Linwood resident 

was charged with failing to yield to 
traffi c following a two-vehicle colli-
sion at the intersection of Manser 
Road and Ament Line in Wellesley 
Township. The local resident pulled 
into the intersection after having 
stopped and struck a moving vehi-
cle. Damages are described as minor 
and no injuries were reported.
4:40 PM Police were called to 

a Floradale Road residence after 
receiving a call for assistance from 
the K-W Humane Society. The society 
was responding to a complaint the 
resident wasn’t taking care of her 20 
cats. The elderly resident was taken by 
ambulance to Grand River Hospital 
and held for assessment. The Humane 
Society removed the felines.

RADIO KILLED THE TRANSMISSION DO YOU
STILL HAVE
TO STOP?

PAT MERLIHAN

HUGO RODRIGUES

FIDDLE WITH THE BUTTON A 
Waterloo resident and employee 
of a transmission repair shop on 
Northfi eld Dr. E. was taking 
a Milverton client’s car for a 
post-fi x-up spin Aug. 14 when 
he ditched the car. According 
to regional police on-hand to 
assist with the call on Hwy. 86 
south of Reg. Rd. 15, the driver 
was reaching for the radio when 
he lost control of the vehicle. 
Cambridge OPP had not yet 
arrived on scene to investigate 
and lay any potential charges.

SHOULD I STAY 
OR SHOULD I GO?  
Sometime overnight 
Aug. 7 several 
STOP signs in the 
neighbourhood of 
Arthur Street and 
Pintail Avenue in 
Elmira were painted 
black.  The signs 
were removed and 
replaced with new 
signs by a township 
work crew early the 
following morning.
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The Confederacy rises again Get your (Chrysler) motor running ...

Whether you’re cheering for the blue or the grey, Civil War buffs can get their fi ll this weekend, all without leav-
ing the country. An American Civil War re-enactment is set for Aug. 16 and 17, 10 a.m to 4:30 p.m. at Westfi eld 
Heritage Village near Rockton. The park can be found on Reg. Rd. 552. Tickets are $8.50 for adults. For more 
information, call 621-8851.

Car buffs who’ve done the tour of this weekend’s Elmira Country Fair may want to head off to the other side 
of the region for the Moparfest in New Hamburg. The event, running today and tomorrow at the fairgrounds, 
features more than 1,000 Chrysler and AMC vehicles, as well as a kiddies’ midway, food, music, and other 
entertainment.

GIRLS' HOCKEY REGISTRATION
Tuesday August 19th or
Wednesday August 27th

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Elmira Arena, main entrance

Di vi sion
Fun da men tals
Novice
Atom
Peewee
Bantam
Midget

Year of Birth
N/A

1995/96
1993/94
1991/92
1989/90

1986-1988

Fee
$150.00
$270.00
$285.00
$300.00
$335.00
$335.00

Encouraging girls from Fundamentals through Midget to register!
NOTE: Fees will increase by $20 per registrant after August 27th.

PRESIDENT: KAREN MARTIN 669-4506

ELMIRA WELLNESS CEN TRE

“MEETING ALL YOUR HEALTH & WELLNESS NEEDS”

AUDIOLOGY
• Hearing Tests
• Hearing Aids

MASSAGE 
THERAPY
• Refl exology
• Stone Therapy

(from left) Juliane 
Shantz, Julie Moore, 
Krista McLeod 

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira 
(Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons) 669-4425

No referrals necessary

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

On a whirlwind tour 
of the area, Lions In-
ternational president 
Dr. Tae-Sup (TS) Lee 

this week viewed some of the 
Elmira Lions’ centerpiece proj-
ects and helped open one of its 
latest.

On hand Aug. 8 at the Dog 
Guides Canada facility east of 
Breslau, Lee cut the ribbon on 
a new pavilion at the Chilligo 
Road site. The pavilion was a 
project of area Lions groups, 
spearheaded by the Elmira 
Lions club.

Also billed as a thank-you to 
the Dog Guides’ foster families 
and some of their clients, the 
evening allowed many Ontario 
Lions the opportunity to meet 
their international president, 
and to get to know him as a fel-
low club member, noted Elmira 
Lion and past international 
director Art Woods – “just to 
meet him as a real person 
who’s a Lion just like the rest 
of us.

“They (local members) were 

Getting the Woolwich tour
Lions International president views projects, dedicates pavilion

very pleased to be a part of 
any activity where he was and 
certainly we’re impressed with 
him as a Lion and a service-

minded person.”
After opening the pavilion, 

Lee also presided over the 
dedication of a pet memorial 

wall which will be come an 
integrated part of the 1,014-
tree memorial forest. Woods 
said both projects are close to 

his own heart, and drew fellow 
Elmira Lion Doug Mooder into 
the idea to design the cement 
wall. Anyone, Lion or other-
wise, can purchase a part of 
the wall in memory of their 
pet for a cost of $150, will all 
proceeds going to support the 
programs at the Dog Guides 
centre.

Dog Guides Canada is 
funded in part by the Lions 
Foundation of Canada, hence 
the interest of Lions to donate 
and contribute to the facility. 
In Breslau, dogs are bred and 
raised to become seeing-eye 
dogs, hearing-ear dogs and 
special-skills dogs.

Lee was also shown Elmira’s 
Lions Park, and spent Aug. 9 
at a charity Lions golf tourna-
ment near Goderich.

“I could have spent days in 
this general area showing him 
all kinds of things. He sees tens 
of thousands of these around 
the world and he’s very appre-
ciative of what he saw,” noted 
Woods. “It was a real privilege 
to be with him over the four 
days he was in Toronto and 
Elmira.”

HUGO RODRIGUES

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Seeking the refuge of 
a summer weekend 
to avoid competing 

with a similar event in 
Arthur was the right 
choice Aug. 8-10 as an 
estimated 2,500 went 
through the gates at the 
Drayton Fair.

Moving to last weekend 
from its more traditional 
time slot the weekend 
after Labour Day, the 
Drayton-Peel-Marybor-
ough agricultural society 
hoped the change in 
weekend would help.

“We had been compet-
ing with Arthur and at 
one point Palmerston on 

Drayton Fair draws 2,500
Good numbers after move to summer weekend

the same date. With the 
three so close together 
and all on the same date, 
a few years ago Palmer-
ston moved theirs. We 
felt we should maybe 
move too and be apart 
from Arthur,” explained 
secretary-treasurer Di-
anne Schieck, who noted 
there was an increase 
in the agricultural com-
petitions this year as a 
result. This year’s fair 
featured 150 competitors 
squaring off in their 
dairy, beef, sheep, min-
iature and heavy horse 
competitions. “It was 
partly because of the 4-H 
kids because then they 
could go to both (Arthur 
and Drayton) fairs if say 

they live in between. It 
seems to have worked 
well for that.”

Of course with sum-
mer’s worth of events 
already on the schedule 
no weekend was perfect, 
something the committee 
realized when they ran up 
against the Fergus High-
land Games when renting 
stands and other equip-
ment. Schieck thought 
the games didn’t impact 
too negatively on the fair, 
acknowledging the two 
events tend to attract a 
different sort of clientele.

“They’re a totally dif-
ferent appeal I think and 
I don’t think it hurt us 
in the attendance … as 

 See TURNOUT page 25

HUGO RODRIGUES

?Did 
You 
Know

Check it out in 
the classifi eds!

KEEPING YOU INFORMED ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY

LIONS PARK PRIDE Paradise Lake Lion and past district chair Tim Cronin (left), Lions international president Dr. Tae-Sup Lee 
and Elmira Lion and past international director Art Woods took a moment out of a swing through Woolwich Aug. 8 to stop at 
Lions Park. The park was built with signifi cant help from the Lions in 1986.

SMASH ‘EM UP Spectators at the Drayton Fair had 
a smashing good time Aug. 10, as these two full-
sized demolition cars tried to bash their way into the 
feature event. 
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

A home address for bacon and cops
Farmers are rewarded for helping trace animal origins

WOOLWICH MINOR HOCKEY
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CLINICS

i) Pre-Season Skate for all Rep and Local League Players ($48.00) - Aug 26-29/03
ii) Body Contact Clinic for players born 1991-1994 Rep and Local League

(No Cost) - Sept 13/03
iii) Goaltending Clinics for all Goalies (No Cost) - Sept 12/03 and Dec 5/03

iv) Skill Development Program for all players Novice and up ($185, includes sweater)
      Conducted by: Eric Calder of Skills Plus Hockey over 13 Saturdays:

September 13/03 - December 13/03

In the June Newsletter, it was mentioned Woolwich Minor Hockey is offering 
some Player Development Clinics. There are still openings for all clinics, which 
are run by some excellent instructors, who will get your child ready for the 
upcoming season.

Please contact the Hockey Office at 669-2789 to register or if you have
any questions regarding any of the above clinics.

A FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

David MacLeod
Managing Director

Lianne Cassidy Fegan
Funeral Director

Full Service Funeral Home
• No Cost Prearrangement Services

• Spacious One Level Facilities
• Affordable Funeral Options

• Entrances Off King St. & Colby Dr.

617 King St., N., Waterloo
888-7700

Everyone except a 
few farm journal-
ists and a local 

scribe or two missed one 
of the year’s best sto-
ries earlier this week, 
when Maple Leaf Foods’ 
president Michael Mc-
Cain donned his denim 
shirt and happily doled 
out almost $1 million 
to 183 appreciative pig 
farmers at the St. Marys 
arena. Those starved for 
bonafide good news in the 
agricultural industry, es-
pecially in the realm of 
food safety, need not have 
looked any further.

McCain was writing 
the farmers cheques 
for producing pigs to 
supply the company’s 
“Signature Pork” line. 
These pigs have a high-
health record, and are 
brought to market at an 
ideal weight and with 
just the right percentage 
of backfat. They’re fed 

vegetable-based protein 
rather than animal pro-
tein (i.e. bone meal, blood 
meal, feather meal, etc.). 
And perhaps key to it all, 
McCain believes, is that 
they’ve been consistently 
tattooed.

We’re not talking about 
the best skin-engraved 
tribute to mom, country or 
sports team. Pigs are ear 
tagged and tattooed (on 
their front shoulder) for 
traceabilty. Their home 
farm is assigned a certain 
tattoo, so the carcass from 
these animals can be 
traced right through to 
processing (cattle have a 
similar program, involv-
ing ear tags).

Traceability is central 
to what McCain’s dubbed 
the company’s “3P” 
strategy: prevention, 
preparedness and proof. 
It works to prevent any 
food safety breeches in 
the chain from farm to 

distributor, realizes the 
need to be prepared with 
an effective response 
mechanism as a safety 
net and ensures consum-
er confidence through 
traceability.

McCain calls trace-
ability “the Holy Grail 
of the food processing 
industry.” Farmers have 
always kept records of 
their hogs. But McCain 
told reporters in St. 
Marys that consumer 
concerns over food safety 
are increasing. 

Internationally, Japan 
and the European Union 
are demanding higher 
levels of traceability to 
ensure product integ-
rity (indeed, the global 
reaction prompted from 

a single BSE case dem-
onstrates how fragile 
consumer confidence 
is, and how easily food 
safety can be questioned). 
McCain pointed to a poll 
earlier this summer 
saying food safety is the 
number-one issue on Ca-
nadians’ minds, and he 
related an experience a 
recent food trade show he 
attended in Japan, where 
almost half the show’s 
floor space was dedicated 
to food-safety-related ex-
hibits.

Japan has been through 
its own BSE and food-
product contamination 
problems – and is also the 
world’s largest importer of 
pork. The Japanese simply 
won’t take any chances, 

and if a country wants 
to sell meat to Japan, it 
needs to go the extra mile 
to ensure food safety.

The industry preaches 
this message incessantly. 
And since 1996, Maple 
Leaf Foods has done 
something about it. With 
this week’s cheque pre-
sentation, the company 
has now awarded $3.5 
million to Signature 
Pork producers.

Consumers contribute 
to this payment. It costs 
farmers more to manage 
Signature Pork pigs, so 
McCain pays more for 
it, and in the end, so do 
consumers. But the line 
has been a hit in grocery 
stores, so it looks like 
this is one area where 
consumers don’t mind 
actually paying for what 
they perceive to be safer-
than-usual food. 

McCain admits that for 
Maple Leaf, traceability 

was driven by consumer 
feedback, not science. His 
faith in the quality of Ca-
nadian food stands firm.

But that isn’t stopping 
the company from taking 
yet another step towards 
traceability.  

Within two years, it’s 
planning to introduce 
a DNA-fingerprinting 
system, which will allow 
Maple Leaf pork products 
to be traced to the very 
sows they came from. 
That’s unprecedented. In 
addition to current pork 
tracking techniques, 
such as tattoos and farm 
records, McCain believes 
it will take food safety to 
a new level.

Based on the response 
he received in St. Marys, 
it seems like McCain can 
count on farmers’ sup-
port.

With files from Kim 
Waalderbos and Leslie 
Irons

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The year off did 
the Elmira Street 
Dance some good, 

says the BIA who or-
ganized it, estimating 
several thousand people 
came out for a good time 
Aug. 9.

With the Mercey Blues 
hitting the stage shortly 
after 8:15 p.m., the 
tunes were rocking and 
bluesing the gathered 
crowd until just shy of 
midnight. Crowds were 
healthy according to 
the BIA’s Hugh Weltz, 
who was impressed by 
the number of younger 
families.

“I was especially 
pleased there were so 
many younger families 
with so many younger 
children out. I thought 
the last couple years the 
band was too loud rock 
and you couldn’t be out 
front there. It was really 
nice to see all the young-

Resurrection dance in downtown Elmira
Elmira BIA counts several thousand at Aug. 9 street dance

est generation out there,” 
said Weltz, noting “there 
had to be I’d say 300 kids 
under the age of 12 at 
one point because it was 
jammed. In total I’d say 
maybe 2,000-3,000 people 

out; I’d say that would be 
a good estimate.”

Weltz said the BIA as 
a whole was happy with 
the event and that it ac-
complished the goals 
they had set out.

“It was nice to see be-
cause it means there are 
younger families taking 
an interest in Elmira. To 
us it’s been a success. It 
did what we wanted and 
for the people who came 

out and enjoyed it,” said 
Weltz. “Hopefully they’ll 
go back and tell their 
friends and neighbours it 
was a good time and not 
to miss it next year.”

There are little changes 

planned for next year’s 
event – Lloyd Mercey and 
James Anthony will be 
back on stage with the 
rest of the Mercey Blues, 
and the setup will be the 
tried and true formula 
used for years. One im-
provement Weltz noted 
will likely happen is the 
addition of more picnic 
tables between the beer 
garden and the stage 
to accommodate those 
who’d rather lounge than 
dance.

With only nine picnic 
tables outside the beer 
gardens on Saturday 
Weltz noticed they were 
always full, with many 
more people standing by 
or seated in their own 
chairs or on the curb. 
Adding a few more tables 
will space that out.

Overall though, “it was 
a fun time and it was 
supposed to be a fun 
time. That’s what the BIA 
wanted, something for 
the whole town to come 
out and enjoy.”

PHOTOS: HUGO RODRIGUES

DANCING THE NIGHT AWAY 
These four girls were out for a 
good time Aug. 9 in Elmira, as they 
took to Arthur Street for the BIA’s 
street dance. They were serenaded 
as they hopped through the crowd 
by James Anthony of the Mercey 
Blues, seen above.
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50 Benjamin Rd. E., Wloo. • (519) 884-9295

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com

RR#1 1420 Lobsinger Ln., Wloo. • 664-2750
Fax: 664-1505  •  www.martinsapples.com

ELMIRA BLOOD
DONOR CLINIC

Where: St. James Lutheran 

              Church • 60 Arthur St. S.

When:  Friday, August 22, 2003 

              1:30pm - 8:30pm

(519) 669-5478 • 1-800-265-6126

3730 Manser Rd., Linwood • (519) 698-2263

CRANE
& EQUIP MENT LTD.

ORTLIEB 

12.5 Ton boom truck
35 ton mobile crane

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • (519) 699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

Regional Rd. 23 • 664-3701

One Kilometre south of 
Winterbourne on Waterloo 

Regional Rd. 23

50 Memorial Ave. • (519) 669-5203

BANK • OFFICE • RESIDENTIAL
Michael E. Ehrlich

Advance
Millwrights

Inc.
21 Howard Ave., Unit 3 • (519) 669-4200

adv.mill@rogers.com

19 First St. E. • (519) 669-3362

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

YOUR PLUMBING &
HEATING SPECIALISTS

11 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-1611

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

1600 King St. N., St. Jacobs • (519) 664-3728

decortile
www.decortile.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FLOOR COVERINGS

RR #2, Wallenstein • (519) 669-3641

Fax: 669-2399

22 Isabella St., St. Jacobs • 664-3056

PK Sports wear
Customized Spiritwear

RR #2 Wallenstein • (519) 698-9930

Country Poul try 
Process ing

PAUL MARTIN - Proprietor

much as we thought it 
might,” added Schieck. 
“It was light and yet it 
was steady the whole 
time so I think we did 
fairly well.”

Adding a sanctioned 
truck pull on Aug. 8 and 
tractor pull Aug. 9 helped 
boost the numbers as 
well, as the level of com-
petition took a jump. The 
bulges in attendance 
were also metred out by 
the demolition derby held 

Aug. 10, which featured 
full-sized, 4-cylinder 
and pickup truck class 
events.

All-in-all the fair won’t 
change next year added 
Schieck, confi rming the 
second weekend of Au-
gust will again be fair 
for Drayton. Though the 
committee hadn’t yet 
met to debrief the fair 
as of Aug. 12 she didn’t 
see too many changes to 
the schedule other than 
maybe an addition on 

Saturday afternoon.
“I think we might look 

at having something fi t 
into the Saturday after-
noon timeslot because 
there was a bit of a hole 
there where there wasn’t 
much going on,” she add-
ed. “The animal shows 
had ended and the trac-
tor show hadn’t started 
yet, so there was a bit of a 
space there.”

If all goes according to 
plan next year’s fair will 
open Aug. 6, 2004.

Continued from page 23

Turnout was more than “fair”

HUGO RODRIGUES

FREE CAR WASH!

LOOKING

FOR MORE

PICTURES?

SEE OUR

ONLINE

GALLERY!

HUGO RODRIGUES

THIS IS FUN! Maddie Franklin was out with her two siblings for the Drayton Fair Aug. 9, taking 
advantage of the zero-wait time. One of the only areas organizers said was down were the rides; bonus 
being there was no line ups for your favourite ride.

HYDRANT TESTING Woolwich fi refi ghters were out behind the businesses on Arthur St. S. in Elmira 
Aug. 14, testing water pressure. With ongoing expansion and new residential subdivisions coming 
online, the township and region test the fl ow yearly throughout Elmira to ensure water pressure is 
suffi cient for emergency response needs.
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STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Elmira
Truck
Service

Truck & Trailer Maintenance
Cardlock Fuel Management 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON INSURANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Business, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n s t r u c t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L L I N G T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of Assistance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HANDLING 
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE. ANY PICTURE.

Available in a variety of sizes & 
delivered right to your door.

Available Sizes:
4x6 - $6.49 • 5x7 - $7.49

8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
Also, see full details and information about online 

ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.

SMALL
ENGINES

MAKE SUMMER WORK EASY.

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira 
 669-2884

LTD.

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Alt 669-5006

AL EARL
669-2033

“A good job done everytime”

ONE BEDROOM CLEANED

FREE
with any regular three room size job.
Example: 4 rooms d/r, hall or stairs up to 400sq ft $75.00

SPRING SPECIAL

PUBLIC 
WATCHDOG

WE STAND ON  GUARD FOR THEE

Goliath no giant, just a sorta tall guy
Q.  When we motoring 
humans really move out 
beyond Earth, on which 
moons or planets would our 
automobiles run best?  What 
special driving stunts based 
on extraterrestrial physics 
might be in store for us?

A.  All vehicles would 
have to be electric because 
no moon or other planet 
has oxygen to support a 
traditional internal com-
bustion engine, says space 
scientist James Gering 
of the Florida Institute of 
Technology.  The outer 
planets Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune lack 
solid surfaces for tires to 
roll over, being essentially 
just large balls of gas.

The electric Lunar Rov-
ers showed that driving 
on the Moon can be quite 
fun.  The tires churned 
up “rooster tails” of moon 
dust and there was enough 

gravity (1/6th Earth’s) to 
keep the tires in contact 
with the surface, though 
it was a bouncy ride.  “Of 
course, when you weigh 
only 1/6th of what you’re 
accustomed to, bounces 
won’t feel so jarring.”

Probably the best planet 
would be Mars, says Terry 
Oswalt, also of the Florida 
Institute of Technology.  
At least it has some at-
mosphere and a relatively 
high gravity. The best 
place to drive there might 
be down one of the dry 
washes inside canyons 
where water flowed over 
a billion years ago.  Some 
of these descend many ki-
lometers  – you could use 
a “soap box derby” car for 
downhill.  Under 40% of 
Earth’s gravity, you could 
easily top the daredevil’s 
stunt of jumping over 
long lines of parked cars 

or school buses. However, 
cornering would be tough, 
because of low gravity and 
poor road friction.  Special 
tires would help.

For the truly adven-
turous, says Oswalt, 
assuming your car is more 
like a pressurized wheeled 
spacecraft, driving on an 
asteroid like Eros might be 
interesting. “With such a 
low gravity – less than one 
per cent of Earth’s  – and 
ground-hugging wheels to 
accommodate the low fric-
tion, you could drive fast 
enough to launch yourself 
into a ballistic orbit!”
Q.  Biblical Goliath was said 

to stand “six cubits and a 
span” tall (1 Samuel 17:4).  
In feet and inches, and in 
centimetres, how high was 
that?

A.  The cubit was an an-
cient measure of length, 
the distance from the 
elbow to the tip of the 
middle finger of a person’s 
outstretched arm, says 
Paul Campbell of Wiscon-
sin’s Beloit College, in For 
All Practical Purposes: 
Mathematical Literacy in 
Today’s World.  But which 
person?  A semblance of 
standardization set in, 
putting the cubit between 
17 and 22 inches.  The 

span was from the tip of 
the thumb to the tip of the 
little finger of a fully spread 
hand, or about 9 inches.  
Taken together, these sug-
gest Goliath stood between 
9-foot-3 and 11-foot-9, or 282 
cm to 358 cm.  “In modern 
times there have been men 
over 9 feet tall.”

But wait, this just in.  
According to Brigham 
Young University “Hu-
manities Newsletter” and 
Notre Dame Magazine, the 
recent Dead Sea Scrolls 
translation puts Goliath 
at “four cubits and a span”  
– not six cubits  – or more 
like 7 feet, still plenty im-
posing but much whittled 
down to size.
Q.  Kite-flying Ben Franklin is 
often depicted doing
his famous “lightning is 
electricity” experiment dur-
ing a raging thunderstorm.  
What’s wrong with this 

picture?
A.  Franklin was never 

that stupid, says Jearl 
Walker in The Flying 
Circus of Physics. A light-
ning strike to the kite 
would have destroyed it, 
the twine, the trivial silk 
shield and possibly Frank-
lin himself.  Rather, he 
wisely flew his kite before 
the full storm arrived.

In Europe, G. W. Rich-
mann, in attempting to 
duplicate Franklin’s exper-
iment, became an apparent 
victim of a mysterious type 
of lightning called “ball 
lightning”:  “A pale blue 
fireball about the size of a 
fist left the lightning rod 
in his lab, floated quietly 
to Richmann’s face, and 
exploded.  With a red spot 
on his forehead and two 
holes in one of his shoes, 
Richmann was left dead on 
the floor.”

The media’s scrutiny of our 
institutions, both private 
and public, and especially 
our political system has been 
an important part of shaping 
this country. That scrutiny is 
part of the long-established 
role of the media as the 
public watchdog.

We also tell people stories 
about themselves and do 
our part to entertain, but the 
watchdog role is the corner-
stone of the free press.

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring congratulations 
and  gifts for your family!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

NEW BABY?
Michelle Reay

669-0495
•

NEW TO THE 
COMMUNITY?

Cherylanne Weber
669-4498

August 22
H.U.G.S. Program – 9:45 – 11:15 a.m. For parents and 
their children (0-5 yr). Topic: “Education Alternatives”. 
The pros and cons of various types of preschools and 
and childcare. 

August 23
Registration deadline for Encore Horse Show and Fun 
Day is Aug. 23, with special classes for 4-H groups. 
Anyone wishing to enter can contact Burnett at 519-
843-9932 or e-mail kburnett@4-hontario.ca or check ot 
the web site for registration information under Shows at 
www.campencore.com.  Encore Show series will feature 
five classes – six divisions (showmanship, walk, walk, 
trot, walk, trot, canter and equitation pattern), there is a 
registration fee for those competing of $6.00 per class 
or $20 per division. 

September 8
Transportation Expo 2003 – Ever thought of a career 
in transportation and warehousing? Come to the 
Tranportation Expo 2003 and explore the wide range 
of current opportunities that exist in the industry. Meet 
representatives from local companies or speak with one 
of the training companies about their available services. 
The Expo is free of charge and will run from 12:00 
p.m. – 6:00 p.m., bring your resume. Holiday Inn, 200 
Holiday Inn Drive, Cambridge, ON. 

Septemeber 15
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Mon., Wed., 
and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9:00 a.m. Register between Aug. 18 
and 29 for a 10-week session starting Sept. 15. Cost 
$60.00. 
Gentle Moves – Mon. 7:00 p.m. A gentle exercise 
class specifically designed for people with fibromyalgia 
& chronic fatigue syndrome. Register between Aug. 18 
and 29 for a  seven week session starting Sept. 15. Cost 
$15.75. 

September 16
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. & 

Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Register between Aug. 18 and Aug. 
29 for a 10-week session starting Sept. 16. Cost 
$50.00. 
Gentle Step Toward Fitness – Tues. 10:30 a.m. If 
you are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fitness class, 
come try this gentle step. Register between Aug. 18 
and Aug. 29 for a seven week session starting Sept. 
16. Cost $15.75. 

September 17
Better Bones – Wed. 10:30 a.m. An exercise class for 
those with osteoporosis or those wishing to decrease 
the risk of developing osteoporosis. Register between 
Aug. 18 and 29 for a seven-week session starting 
Sept. 17. Cost $17.50. 

September 18
Take Back the Night March for Waterloo Region. 
Gather at Kitchener’s Victoria Park clock Tower 
(David & Park St.) at 6:30 p.m. Women and 
children march. Men show support by cheering 
marchers on. Bring noise makers, drums, friends. 
Refreshments following at Victoria Park Pavillion. 
Donation box and items for sale. For more info call 
571-0121. 
Seniors On The Go – Thurs. 11:15 a.m. Fitness 
classes for active seniors 55+. Register between Aug. 
18 and Aug. 29 for a seven-week session starting 
Sept. 18. Cost $15.75. 

September 21 
The Woolwich Trails Group – 2 p.m. Speed River 
Trail, Riverside Park Guelph. Join the group for a 
two-hour hike along the Speed River in Guelph. 
Please meet in the lower parking area (second 
parking lot) as you enter Riverside Park, Guelph. 
From K-W, take Hwy. 7 into Guelph. Turn south 
onto Woolwich St. Enter at the main park gate 
on the east side of Woolwich St., just south of 
Marilyn Drive. Please contact hike leader Inga 
Rinne at 742-8750 to confirm meeting time and 
location. 
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Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

FAMILYALBUM
WEDDINGANNIVERSARY

Bob and Lori Bauman of Elmira 
and Eric and Sharon Campbell 
of Elmvale ON, are pleased to 
announce the engagement of

their children
Betsy Bauman and

Matthew Campbell

ANNIVERSARY

An open house will be held
on Saturday August 23

from 1 - 3 PM at
the Elmira Legion.

Happy 25th Anniversary
Mom and Dad!

Derek, Rebecca, Austin,
Michelle, Sherilyn and Ryan

The marriage will take place
August 23 at 2:00pm at

Woodside Bible Fellowship
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira

www.lensmill.com

GREAT 
VALUES!

PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5

Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Wallenstein
Elmira

HAWKESVILLE
Broadway St.

10

17

86

St.Jacobs

To WaterlooLinwood
17

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

NIK NAKS & SUPPLIES
Entire Stock, Garden

TOE SOCKS
Girls-Teens

HUGGIES DIAPERS
Entire Stock

GOLF SHIRTS
Men’s ‘Basic Needs’

SLIP COVERS
GREAT SELECTION

Entire stock

Winnie The Pooh

GLASSES

HOLIDAY YARN
JUST ARRIVED - Red Heart

CLEARANCE YARNS
GREAT SELECTION

RIBBON

SPRAY PAINT

BOOKS & PATTERNS

FABRICS

EMBROIDERY FLOSS

FLAX & OAT GROATS
Great for neckwraps

BUTTONS
Selected Carded

 

PARTY FAVOUR FABRICS

FABRIC MARKERS

ADMIRAL SOCKS

TRIMFIT SOCKS
GREAT SELECTION, Children’s

FABRICS

FISHERMAN’S KNIT LACE
Aran-Style

SPORT SOCKS POLYCOTTON PRINTS

CAMPING COOLERS
Entire Stock

PATTERNS

Remnant

Craft

Dollcraft

90”

Quilt

Marvy

Selected

45”

DOWNPROOF TICKING

Anchor

MARKERS & CRAYONS
HUGE SELECTION! Crayola

SCHOOL CLIPBOARDS
Dynaplex

FABRIC PLACEMATS

Men’s

Adults Gold Medalion

V.I.P. PRINTS
Pre-Packaged

POLYESTERS
45” & 60” Printed

Plaid

Back to School

Lacemaker

 89¢$ 14.99    pk.

$ 6.99    ea.

ea.

$ 2.00    ea.

10%
 OFF   

40%
 OFF   

$ 2.49    ball

1¢
    gram

$ 1.99    50g. ball

Regular
$2.29

 59¢
lb.

$ 6.99    yd.

Regular
$8.99

 10%
 OFF   

$ 4.99    yd.

 15%
 OFF   

Regular
$12.99

$ 1.49    pair

Regular
$2.49

 50%
 OFF   

 99¢
pr.

$ 3.99    pair

Regular
$6.49

$ 1.99    pk.

Regular
$2.99

 99¢
ea.

GREAT
DEALS
FROM

$ 19.99 - $ 74.99
FOR SOFAS, LOVESEATS & CHAIRS

30%
 OFF   

$ 1.49    ea.

80%
 OFF   

20%
 OFF   

 49¢
ea.

 1/2 PRICE   

60%
 OFF   

6 / 
$ 1.00   

$ 2.99    yd.

Regular
$3.99

Regular
$1.49

 15%
 OFF   

10 YDS / 
$ 1   

& BBQ 
Sets

THANK YOU

LEONARD & 
DOROTHY 

BEARINGER

HAPPY 40TH
ANNIVERSARY
Peter & Sheila Arndt

THANK YOU, GERALD, FOR A 
WONDERFUL TIME ON YOUR 

DOUBLE-DECKER BUS!
                                                      - LOU’S CREW

DEATH NOTICES

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

In only the organiza-
tion’s second year, 
instructors at the On-

tario Motorcycle Safety 
Association (OMSA) 
scored a coup Aug. 3 as 
they returned home from 
the Ontario Motorcycle 
Instructors’ Rally with the 
Challenge Cup.

The cup is awarded 
to the instructor group 
with the most accu-
mulated points after a 
weekend of skill-testing 
and rally events – OMSA 
participants placed in the 
top five in every competi-
tion event. Though many 
of OMSA’s instructors 
are veterans, the coup ac-
knowledges the first time 
they’ve captured the cup 
under the OMSA banner 
and sweeps it away from 
many other community 
college-based teams.

“We’ve always had good 
riders and every so often 
we’d snag the trophy. 
There’s a whack of other 
colleges competing as 
well – Sheridan, Humber, 
Centennial, North Bay 
and all over the place – so 
it’s kind of fun to get the 
cup,” noted OMSA chief 
instructor and founding 
member Nancy Gibson. 

Fellow instructors Mark 
Johnson, Karen Spencer, 
Colin Duncan and Bruce 
Maier notched the indi-
vidual honours needed to 
capture the Challenge Cup 
for Breslau-based OMSA 
and bring it back to the K-
W area where it was born.

While working for the 
Conestoga College train-
ing program and hosting 
the rally in 1985, Donald 
Gibson and John Svens-
son created the Challenge 
Cup as the prestigious 
team award. As OMSA 
founders and instruc-
tors, the two were on 
hand in Midhurst south 
of Barrie last weekend to 
collect the award.

“It’s a challenge to the 
teams to be able to ride well 
enough to pick up enough 
points to have the best 
team at the rally,” noted 
Nancy Gibson, explaining 
some of the events such as 
the novelty event of riding 
your bike with a ‘reverse 
control layout.’

“Normally your clutch is 
in your left hand and your 
throttle is in your right 
hand with your front 
brake and your throttle 
rolls towards you,” she 
explained. “These guys 
put the throttle on the 
left so it rolls away from 
you, the front brake on 
the left and the clutch on 
the right. It’s completely 

BUSCH, Sister Angela, CSJ
Peacefully, after a long illness, at St. 
Joseph’s Villa, Dundas, on August 10, 
2003 in her 59th year as a Sister of St. 
Joseph.

GOOD, Gerald (Jerry) 
Passed away, peacefully, on Friday, 
August 8, 2003, age 62 years.

HESLOP, E. Ruth
Predeceased earlier this year by her 
beloved husband, Bert, Ruth Heslop, 
died, August 8, 2003, at Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs.

JANTZI, Melvin
Peacefully on Sunday, August 10, 2003, 
at Eastern Maine Medical Centre, 
Bangor, Maine. Melvin was formerly of 
RR1, Wellesley.

WAGNER, Stewart John
Died, on Friday, August 8, 2003, at 
Freeport health Centre of Grand River 
Hospital, in his 79th year.

ZEHR, Alice
Passed away on Tuesday, August 12, 
2003, at People Care Centre, Stratford. 
Alice formerly resided in Milverton.

Breslau-based bike 
instructors tops

Ontario Motorcycle Safety Association takes Challenge Cup at provincial rally
against what your brain 
thinks you’re supposed 
to do.”

Other events included 
the bucket head ride, 
where a teammate fills 
a jug strapped onto your 
helmet while riding 
meaning “you wear more 
water than they get in 
the jug. Then you ride an 
obstacle course and they 
measure how much wa-
ter you still have in the 
jug,” said Gibson.

The events are capped 
by a four-hour road rally, 
which this year took the 
teams from Midhurst to 
Gravenhurst and almost 
everywhere in between.

In addition to winning 
the cup, OMSA has 
agreed to host next year’s 
rally in Waterloo Region. 
With much planning 
still to go for the event 
Gibson and her crew will 

be on the lookout for an 
appropriate locale that 
combines good road ac-
cess with some off-road 
trails and substantial 
green space. Hosting 

the 2004 rally is another 
coup for OMSA, started 
in 2000 when a group of 
six veteran instructors 
left Conestoga College to 
start the venture. 

ONE BOOK, ONE COMMUNITY - Elmira Library Supervisor, 
Mary Anne Cressman, presents Jane Urquhart’s book The Stone 
Carvers to the Woolwich Mayor Bill Strauss, on behalf of Waterloo 
Regional Library.  The Stone Carvers was chosen for the One Book, 
One Community campaign that runs from April to September.

A GOOD GROUP READ
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Stone Crock Bakery
(519) 664-3612

1402 King Street, St. Jacobs59 Church St. W. Elmira (519) 669-1521

L A T E
NIGHT
L I V E

Celtic·Folk·Jazz·Classic Rock

1398 King Street,  St. Jacobs  (519) 664-2575

www.stjacobs.com

OPEN: Mon. to Sat., 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1386 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3610

T-Bone Steaks........................$7.99  lb.
Fresh Pork Farmers Sausage ...... $1.99  lb.
Breaded Pork Schnitzel..............$3.29  lb.
Mini Black Forest Hams.............$2.89  lb.
Deli Sliced Smoked or
Cooked Turkey Breast...............$6.99  lb.
Old Cheddar.......................... $6.39  lb.

Sunday
Afternoons

July & August
SHOP THURSDAY NIGHT

UNTIL 8 P.M.

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Elmira Stone Crock’s famous salads,
take-out trays and platters are perfect  for

summer picnics and parties.  Menu items are 
also available to go!  Remember, we cater too!

Special Occassion?

Restaurant & Catering

ST. JACOBS & ELMIRA

• Restaurants • Catering • Meats & Cheese • Bakery • Seminar & Banquet Rooms
Summer Billboardwww.stjacobs.com

Only In St. Jacobs Adult$12.95

Live music, great food
& cool beverages

Good Anytime!
GOURMET PIZZA

& PITCHER OF BEER
$19.95

Specials: August 18 to August 23

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

'

Friday & Saturday 
Starting at 8 p.m.

Clip & Save Coupon                   WO

Jazz

1396 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-2286 1430 King St., St. Jacobs (519) 664-3731

Restaurant & Inn

STONE CROCK

Reservations recommended. 

Homestyle soups, salad bar, hot breakfast & lunch entrées, 
Belgian waffles with pure maple syrup, omelettes to order, 
fresh seasonal fruit, and decadent desserts. 

Special children’s pricesServed 11a.m.~3 p.m.

Live Jazz on the patio, weather permitting, 
or in the dining room if it rains! 

RECEIVE 1 LOAF 
OF BREAD FREE 

with purchase of a 2nd loaf
of equal or greater value.

(Limit 1 free loaf, expires Aug.26/03)

Tastes Like 
Summer!
Try our 
Mediterranean
Sundried Tomato
Bread
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