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STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It won’t be mailed to Santa, but a wish list now 
being compiled by township staff  should make 
its way to council next month. That’s when 
Woolwich’s new recreation master plan will be 

unveiled, outlining priorities for the next five to 10 
years.

Although not finalized, high on the list is a proposal 
to build another ice pad next to the current arena in 
Elmira, allowing the site of  the existing rink to host 
a relocated swimming pool – the aging pool is past 
due for replacement.

That idea, cautions the township’s recreation direc-
tor, is contingent on many factors, not the least of  
which is reaching a deal to buy land now owned by 
the Woolwich Agricultural Society, operators of  the 
Elmira Raceway.

“For this whole thing to pan out, it’s going to re-
quire a lot of  cooperation and a lot of  partnership 
arrangements, so it’s going to be interesting to see if  
it is, in fact, feasible,” Larry Devitt said Dec. 18.

Negotiations with the potential new owner of  the 
Ag. Society’s 42-acre site on Snyder Avenue also in-
clude the purchase of  Carriage Hall—the facility is 
used by many groups, including the Elmira Theatre 
Company—and making use of  the existing paddock 
structure at the rear of  the property. 

Talks have included representatives from the Water-
loo Regional District School Board, who are looking 
to acquire land for Elmira District Secondary School, 
which principal Reid McPhail called the most tightly 
squeezed high school in the system.

Ballpark estimates of  $8-10 million for the project 
would be tightened by a feasibility and costing study.

Ultimately, the proposal’s future rests on a political 
decision, said Devitt. Councillors will likely see the 
final recommendations early in January.

The rec. master plan, approved last June at a cost 
of  $27,000, tackles the recreation needs for the entire 
township. Woolwich last undertook such a study in 
1986.

In St. Jacobs, for instance, the plan calls for long-
awaited dressing room upgrades at the arena there. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Fears that new provincial 
legislation will tie the 
township’s hands prompt-
ed Wellesley council to 

pass a controversial recreation 
bylaw this week. The move came 
without the go ahead from mem-
bers of  the area’s five recreation 
boards, who expected further 
talks before a decision was made.

Council passed the municipal 
service board bylaw unanimously 
at a Dec. 17 meeting. 

The bylaw allows for further 
changes by the end of  March 
2003, subject to meetings with 
members of  each community cen-
tre and the township appointed 
mediator, explained Coun. Mike 
Edwards. 

“The only reason we passed it 
was because the new Municipal 
Act comes into effect on Jan. 1, 
otherwise we would have waited 
until our meeting,” with the 
board members, he explained, 
adding that scheduled meetings 
between the two parties had been 
cancelled on several occasions in 
the past month.

Although Edwards said he 
would have preferred to hear the 
feedback from board members be-
fore voting on the issue, he agreed 
with township chief  administra-
tive officer Susan Duke’s position 
that council was handcuffed by 
the pending arrival of  the prov-
ince’s new Municipal Act.

If  the bylaw had not been passed, 
said Duke, the community centre 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With the delivery of  
hampers filled with 
Christmas cheer for 
area families, staff  

and volunteers with the Christ-
mas goodwill program should rest 
easy knowing they’ve made it onto 
Santa’s ‘nice’ list by brightening 
Christmas for those less fortunate.

“There was about 142 hampers,” 
confirmed Woolwich Community 
Services’ (WCS) Kelly Christie on 
Dec. 19, who managed the Christ-
mas goodwill program. 

Christie said that requests for 
hampers were down slightly over 
last year, adding she was happy 
with the response from Woolwich 
and Wellesley townships.

“Donations were fabulous again 

SO BRIGHT The Grade 4/5 class at Floradale Public School, striking the formation of Santa and 
his reindeer team, performed at the school’s Christmas concert Dec. 18. MORE INSIDE

See page 11
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The holidays are a time for celebrating 
special joys, like the continued loyalty 

of customers like you.

Nothing is more important to us than the 
trust and confidence you place in us this 
year. As the holidays approach, we extend 
our thanks for this special gift.

It’s been a pleasure to serve you.

          Wishing you 
   the season’s 
       best!

The holidays are a time for celebrating 

Season’s 
   Greetings

ELMIRA SERVICE CENTRE
16 Church St. E., ELMIRA    669-8502

Norm Stanaitis Marlene Stanaitis Joe Stanaitis

Ron Martin Chris Plein Stefan Wege John Smalldon

Bob Berscht Neil Harris Spencer Plein Jason Henderson

Donald Schlupp Scott Martin Dan Martin

Always happy to serve you!

Joanne
Joe

Pat
Steve Hugo Donna

Merry Christmas!

From the area’s  most

animated newspaper! Scott

Christmas
2002
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The regional public health and communi-
cable disease department confirmed Dec. 
16 that the Influenza A virus is present in 
Waterloo Region.
Tests taken on patients presenting flu 

symptoms at Cambridge Memorial and St. 
Mary’s hospitals came back positive sev-
eral weeks ago. Influenza is being reported 
in low levels throughout southern Ontario, 
with the expectation that outbreaks will 
increase throughout the holidays as pres-
sure on doctors’ offices, emergency clinics 
and hospitals mounts.
The region is advising those suffering 

from flu symptoms to stay at home and get 
lots of rest, fluids and medications and to 
contact a physician if symptoms get worse 
or last longer than five days.

UPFRONT

Christmas central
Bloomingdale woman operates clearing house for families in need at Christmas

JOANNE PEACH

Wellesley gambles on 
net venture hoping to 

hit the jackpot

Holiday trash moves 
back a day later

 See SPIRIT Page 7

Flu season upon us

MCC Ontario stitches up 
10,729 blankets for Iraq

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

It’s been 32 years since 
Bloomingdale resident 
Susan O’Toole made the 
pledge “to do something” 

when she learned of  a family 
that had literally nothing for 
Christmas.

Today, O’Toole makes Christ-
mas a reality for some 40 
families in Woolwich Town-
ship and loves doing it despite 
those mad two weeks before 
Christmas. “It’s crazy around 
here,” O’Toole laughed. “That’s 
why I call it Grand Central 
Christmas,” she beamed, sit-
ting amidst piles of  clothing, 
Christmas treats and boxes of  
toys that will soon find their 
way into the households of  
underprivileged residents in 
Woolwich Township. 

Playing Santa “just lights up 
my life,” smiled O’Toole. “And 
that’s what keeps me going,” 
she said, adding that she has 
no regrets that she began the 
project more than 30 years ago. 

O’Toole’s ‘Grand Central 
Christmas’ began as a food 
hamper project and has since 
evolved into the provision 
of  a full Christmas package 
complete with clothes, toys, 
cosmetics and, most impor-
tantly, food. Local service 
clubs, churches and commu-
nity members donate all the 
items, said O’Toole. “This year 
we received 700 pounds worth 
of  turkeys,” leaving her to 
wonder how much more would 
fit into her tiny daycare centre, 
the Children’s Place.

An outreach worker, former 
social worker and local farm 
girl, O’Toole is well equipped 
to play the part, as it were, of  
Santa Claus in the township. 
“Charity was something I 
was raised with, my parents 
always reached out to people,” 
she said.  O’Toole’s experience 
over the years has allowed her 
to form bonds with those rural-
based families that often go 
unnoticed – many of  these fam-
ilies are isolated by language 
and cultural differences that 

preclude them from seeking 
help from the more traditional 
social agencies.

“I have a lot of  credibility 
that helps me to get into homes 
… because I’ve always been a 
resident here and so my heri-
tage as a farm girl you put that 
all together and you are able 
to talk the talk and walk the 
walk.”     

O’Toole often visits with 
families after receiving a tip 
from neighbours or schools 
that a certain family is strug-
gling. “It’s one thing to receive 
a phone call asking for help, 
it’s another seeing the need,” 
she said, recalling the occasion 
when she met a young boy who 
was wearing his sister’s pink 
coat. “I said ‘wow that’s quite 
the coat, where did you get it?’” 
To which the boy replied “it’s 
my sister’s but it’s my turn to 
go to school today.” 

Sadly there are many kids 
who don’t have sufficient 
clothing or food, said O’Toole. 
Meeting the families provides 
her the chance to talk with the 

children: find out their sizes 
and learn more about their 
interests. Having done that, 
O’Toole starts the job of  seek-
ing out donations that fit the 
specific needs of  a particular 
family. 

With the project so firmly 
established these days, many 
items now make their way 
to O’Toole’s Grand Central 
Christmas. But there’s always 
a last-minute situation where 
O’Toole finds herself  knocking 
on doors asking for donations. 
“You wouldn’t believe some 
of  things I’ve done over the 
years,” she laughed.

A great deal of  O’Toole’s time 
is spent canvassing the com-
munity and talking to groups 
about poverty in the township. 
“Poverty is often hidden,” she 
told the Optimists Club during 
a recent meeting. “They don’t 
walk around with ‘poverty’ 
written on their forehead.” 

There are many situations 
where people are teetering 
on the edge. Generally “pov-

 MRS. SANTA CLAUS Susan O’Toole has been running what she calls “Grand Central Christmas,” a project to help the needy, for more than 30 years.

Wellesley Council agreed on Dec. 17 to 
subscribe to a commercial on-line data-
base that claims to provide quick and easy 
access to funding sources. The annual sub-
scription for the township will cost $1,895. 
Big-on-line will provide council with access 
to a Web site that lists corporations and or-
ganizations willing to sponsor community 
initiatives. 

The Region of Waterloo has confirmed its 
garbage and recycling collection days for 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays.
If your regular curbside collection day 

is Wednesday, Thursday or Friday your 
garbage will be collected a day later than 
usual for the next two weeks (Dec. 25 
– Jan. 4).
If your regular curbside collection occurs 

Monday or Tuesday your holiday collection 
schedule remains unchanged. 
Curbside Christmas tree pickup will 

occur Jan. 7 in Elmira, and Jan. 6 in all 
other settlement areas in Woolwich Twp. 
Drop-off bins will also be available after 
Dec. 25 at the regional transfer station in 
Elmira and the Wellesley Twp. public works 
yard in Crosshill.

From the area’s  most

animated newspaper!

The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) of 
Ontario packed a 40-foot freight container 
with over 10,000 blankets and hand-made 
comforters bound for Iraq on Dec. 16. The 
items collected in Kitchener departed for 
Montreal Dec. 20, where they will form one-
quarter of the estimated 40,000 donated 
items from MCCs across North America. 
The items are headed to the Islamic Relief 
Agency and the Iraqui Red Crescent Society 
to address their humanitarian needs.

Downsizing threatens 
municipal finances

Members of the Ontario Public Service 
Employee Union (OPSEU) attended 
Wellesley Council on Dec. 17 in an ef-
fort to garner some support regarding a 
restructuring of the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC). OPSEU 
members are concerned that downsizing 
will affect the finances of area municipali-
ties.  
According to OPSEU, hundreds of skilled 

staffers have lost their jobs making it 
increasingly difficult for area municipali-
ties to communicate with MPAC. With far 
fewer staff to collect data about markets, 
MPACs markets over time, will become 
less accurate, OPSEU predicts.
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HOLIDAY SEASON SAVINGS
AT WATERLOO OXFORD CO-OP
DECEMBER 20 - JANUARY 3 ONLY!

Waterloo-Oxford Co-Operative Inc.
21 Church St. W., Elmira       669-5475

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm  •  Sat 8am-5pm

** CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE TABLE - 75% OFF **
DECEMBER 20, 2002 - JANUARY 3, 2003 ONLY

BRIGHT'S
CHEESE
BASKETS

15% OFF

1LB
GAY LEA
BUTTER

$2.99
/EAReg $3.99Reg $14.95 - $59.95

ALL
ERTL TOYS
& FARM SETS

75% OFF

70PC
SOCKET &
TOOL SET

$29.99
/EAReg $59.99

GREAT LAST-MINUTE GIFTS!

DON'T FORGET YOUR PET
ASSORTED TREATS & TOYS

20% - 50% OFF
WITH ANY BIRDSEED 

PURCHASE (15LB OR MORE)
BUY A FEEDER FOR ONLY

$1.00 MORE
 (LIMIT 1 FEEDER/CUSTOMER)

ASSORTED
SUET
333G

97¢
/EAReg $1.29

THERMAL
UNDERWEAR
(TOPS, DRAWERS OR 1-PIECE)

1/2 PRICE

As well, a new subdivi-
sion (Valleyview Heights) 
will provide the township 
with extensive new park-
land. Those lands could 
be coupled with existing 
land south of  the sewage 
treatment plant to create 
new trails and the like, 
noted Devitt.

“It’s going to be a pretty 
big property – a lot of  it 
in the floodplain, but it’s 
going to present some in-
teresting opportunities.”

In Breslau, two large 
subdivisions are ex-
pected to quadruple the 
size of  the village over 
the next decade, placing a 
demand on the township 
to provide rec. facilities 
in the south end. As the 
area grows, Woolwich is 
prepared to meet those 

this year … a little light 
in terms of  some clothing 
and stuff, but toy-wise 
it was great. As for vol-
unteers, the program 
once again ran really 
smoothly.”

Food, clothing, toys 
and money was collected 
from mid-November until 
the week of  Dec. 16, with 
significant contributions 
coming from the annual 
Kiwanis food drive and 

boards could have been 
tagged as municipal 
services boards with a 
“whole set of  perceived 
responsibilities and 
roles” that were con-
trary to the intention of  
council. By acting before 
the end of  the year, “we 
are keeping our options 
open … without en-
trenching the existing 
situation,” she said, add-
ing that the draft bylaw 
released in October is 
still on the table for dis-
cussion.

Schedule conflicts had 
prevented councillors 

drop points at several 
area business. Once col-
lections were complete, 
Elmira’s Carriage Hall 
became the staging area 
where the hampers were 
assembled according 
to need and family re-
quests.

With hampers rang-
ing from one-person 
baskets intended to make 
a bachelor’s Christmas 
a little brighter right up 
to the largest hamper 

assembled for a family 
of  10 children, Christie 
said volunteers had the 
supplies and funds to fill 
the baskets

“I’m just always 
overwhelmed by the 
generosity of  the com-
munity. It’s just amazing 
the abundance that we 
received and people 
are going to have a nice 
Christmas because of  the 
generosity of  the com-
munity.”

Continued from cover

Making spirits bright

needs, he suggested.
“I think the draft spoke 

to that – they’re going to 
see something in the mid 
range of  the plan – maybe 
three or five years – and 
it’s going to be contin-
gent on development 
occurring.  There has to 
be some infrastructure 
in place,” said Devitt. 
“So where we’re looking, 
which is the existing 
park, there isn’t the in-
frastructure in place 
– you don’t go and build 
the facility and then wait 
… for them to build the 
houses.”

Nothing in the plan is 
etched in stone, how-
ever. After council has a 
chance to study the plan, 
the final list will be those 
projects councillors opt 
to support financially.

Recreation wish list
“It’s going to suggest 

that certain things be 
done … there’s a price 
tag attached to them,” 
said Devitt, noting where 
the decisions lie. “The 
priorities, I think, are es-
tablished, but this is just 
a framework.

“I don’t want to presup-
pose anything at this 
point, because it’s been a 
while since I’ve done one 
of  these (rec. studies).”

Devitt said he was un-
willing to place a dollar 
figure on the projects 
currently on the list, pre-
ferring to wait until more 
details are known.

“I couldn’t begin to 
surmise that at this stage 
– and wouldn’t want to. 
Give me another month 
and I’ll give you a pretty 
solid number.”

Continued from cover

Bylaw left open-ended
and board members 
from meeting again to 
discuss the contents of  
the bylaw.

The new municipal ser-
vices boards bylaw was 
intended to bring peace 
to an ongoing dispute 
that broke out between 
council and the recre-
ation boards earlier this 
summer after Mayor 
Doug Bergman called 
their for “elimination.”  

According to Berg-
man, the original bylaw 
did not clearly outline 
the power of  the board 
chairs, paving the way 
for some members to 

overextend their author-
ity. Bergman wanted the 
boards to simply act as 
fundraising organiza-
tions. However, board 
members, some of, 
whom have volunteered 
for 40 years, also wanted 
to retain jurisdiction 
over the facilities in 
their own communities. 

Having reached a 
stalemate, the township 
turned to Bob Foulds 
of  Harvan Consulting 
to help negotiate a new 
bylaw.

Further discussions 
will be held in the New 
Year.

Continued from cover

JOANNE PEACH

WHAT A CRACK   St. Teresa School students Elise Conlin (left) and Jennifer Flota enjoying Christmas dinner 
at St. Teresa of Avila Church on Dec. 19. 
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105 - 109 Erb Street West, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 1T4
tel:(519) 883-1844  fax:(519) 883-1845

WEIR & FEDY
Barristers & Solicitors

“And I do come home at Christmas. 
We all do, or we all should. We 

all come home, or ought to come 
home, for a short holiday — the 

longer, the better — from the great 
boarding-school, where we are 

forever working at our arithmetical 
slates, to take, and give a rest.”

— CHARLES DICKENS, A CHRISTMAS TREE

...to you and yours, 
from all of us at 

Plein Disposal Ltd.
23B First Street East, 
ELMIRA  669-5136

Merry
Christmas

Specializing in 

Canadian & 

Greek cooking

39 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA    669-8991
Restaurant

  The staff and 
management would like 
to thank you for your 
patronage over the past year. 
  We extend our warmest wishes 
to you and your family for a 
happy holiday season.
  We look forward to serving 
you in the new year.

Dec 24 - 7am - 4pm
Dec 25 - CLOSED
Dec 26 - 9am - 3pm
Dec 31 - 7am - 8pm
Jan 1   - 9am - 3pm

Christmas
Hours

Christmas
Hours

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ACT, 1996
TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to Section 33 (1) of the Municipal 
Elections Act 1996, any person who intends to be a candidate 
for any of the following offices:

REGIONAL CHAIRMAN
MAYOR

WARD COUNCILLOR

Are to complete and file a nomination form between January 2, 
2003 and Nomination Day, September 26, 2003.
It should be noted that contributions and campaign expenses may 
only be accepted after a candidate is nominated for that office.

Nomination forms are available in the Clerk’s offices in the 
following locations:

Region of Waterloo, 150 Frederick St., Kitchener
Township of North Dumfries, 1171 Greenfield Rd., RR#4 Cambridge
Wellesley Township, 4639 Lobsinger Ln., RR#1, St. Clements

Wilmot Township, 60 Snyder’s Road, Baden
Woolwich Township, 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira

Kris Fletcher
Clerk,

Returning Officer,
Region of Waterloo

Marvin Bosetti
Clerk-Treasurer,

Returning Officer,
Township of North Dumfries

Susan Duke
Clerk,

Returning Officer,
Township of Wellesley

Jane Steller
Clerk,

Returning Officer,
Township of Wilmot

Christine Broughton
Clerk

Returning Officer,
Township of Woolwich

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Traces of  chemical 
substances in the 
bank of  the Cana-

gagigue Creek could pose 
a risk to human health, 
Crompton officials told 
Elmira’s environmental 
watchdog on Dec. 16. 

“Potential risks to 
some human and wild-
life receptors were 
calculated to slightly 
exceed Ministry of  the 
Environment (MOE) 
standards,” Crompton 
engineer Jeff  Merriman 
told members of  the 
Crompton Public Advi-
sory Board (CPAC).

That admission came 
following the results 
of  a series of  soil tests 
taken from the creek. 
The most recent samples 
were taken last sum-
mer, said Merriman.  
According to indepen-
dent toxicologists, the 
samples indicate traces 
of  “dioxins and DDTs at 
concentrations, exceed-

Canagagigue Creek bank poses 
risk to humans and wildlife
Traces of DDT and Dioxins exceed MOE guidelines

ing generic standards,” 
Merriman confirmed. 
Traces of  Lindane were 
also present in the sedi-
ment, although the levels 
were low, he added.

Crompton was prompt-
ed to take additional 
tissue samples from ro-
dents and worms this 
summer following a third 
peer review. The samples 
have been taken and the 
risk revaluated, so that 
Crompton can re-assess 
the risk to humans and 
the local environment, 
said Merriman. 

The official Site Specific 
Risk Assessment (SRRA) 
is currently being revised 
and will be submitted for 
final peer review in Janu-
ary. Preliminary results, 
however, indicate that 
“potential health risks 
to various human recep-
tors, for example plant 
workers and downstream 
recreational users,” con-
tinue to exist, according 
to the company’s most 
recent calculations.  

The human risk calcu-

lations are based on a 
lifetime of  exposure, said 
Merriman explaining 
that the threat to people 
working onsite was based 
on an exposure rate of  
eight hours a day, five 
days a week. 

Although the results 
were of  no surprise to 
most members of  CPAC 
who have suspected 
the risks were much 
higher than originally 
anticipated, they were 
pleased to see some tan-
gible results. 

“At least we have some 
hard evidence, so that 
means they will have to 
take some action,” said 
CPAC member and chair 
of  APT Environment Su-
san Bryant. 

The SSRA is just one 
component of  the site re-
mediation control order 
issued by the MOE. 

The final SSRA report 
will be presented to 
CPAC and the MOE in 
Woolwich Township 
council chambers on Feb. 
24, 2003. 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Showing their keen 
business sense, stu-
dents from Elmira 

District Secondary 
School (EDSS) tabbed up 
two top-10 finishes at a 
provincial competition 
that tested their market-
ing, management and 
entrepreneurial skills.

EDSS top-10 in DECA finals
EDSS’ DECA team members sell themselves in Toronto

Part of  EDSS’ 
65-member strong Dis-
tributive Education 
Clubs of  America (DECA) 
chapter, Michelle Meyer 
and Carla Stephenson 
tallied a fifth-place finish 
in the financial services 
management team deci-
sion making event, while 
Jessica Kelly earned a 
sixth-place finish in the 
retail merchandising se-

ries event.
Accompanied by their 

DECA team mates Adam 
Shantz, Alicia Munnings 
and James Ferguson, the 
group competed in To-
ronto Dec. 16-18, capping 
off  their competition cal-
endar that started with 
a regional event held at 
Bingemans in Kitchener 
earlier this fall.

See SKILLS page 26

BUSINESS SENSE Members of the DECA chapter that competed in Toronto Dec. 16-18 took some time 
away from their lunch to demonstrate proper presentation posture. From left Adam Shantz, Jessica Kelly, 
Alicia Munnings and Michelle Meyer.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Prices in effect until
closing Dec. 31/02

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

BOXING
WEEK

BLOWOUT
MANAGER'S SPECIALS

80
1000s of items, red tagged 

and BOLDLY signed
for this HUGE

event.

%
OFF

UP TO

Sales at all eight locations - Selection and items will vary.

WATERLOO CAMBRIDGE GUELPH HAWKESVILLE

LONDON HAMILTON PORT DOVER BRANTFORD

Blackforest Hams
Award Winning, Mini

$2.69 lb.

Turkeys
Fresh, Grade "A"

$2.19 lb.

SS
"Only the Best for our Family & Yours"

temmlertemmler
MEATS & CHEESE

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 23 to December 28

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$3.99

Fresh

lb.

$1.79
Smoked, Bone-in

Hams

lb.

Breakfast 
Sausages

Fresh

$2.49 lb.

Geese Side Bacon
Award Winning, Smoked, Sliced

$2.99 lb.

Skinless - $1.99 lb.

Have a 
great 

holiday!

21 Arthur St. S. 
ELMIRA

669-1641
rwaters@waters-hastings.on.ca

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Restrictions or bans 
on the use of  cos-
metic pesticides in 

the township will not re-
duce the use of  chemical 
weed controls, a spokes-
person for area lawn care 
businesses told Wellesley 
council on Dec. 17.

“The only people who 
will obey your bylaws will 
be the industry,” warned 
Patrick O’ Toole, chair of  
the Lawn Care Commodity 
of  Landscape Ontario and 
spokesperson for 28 local 
lawn care companies.

Unwarranted restric-
tions will eventually 
kill the lawn care busi-
ness leaving untrained 
members of  the public to 
administer their own pes-
ticides, said O’Toole. That 
will make it harder for the 
Pest Management Regu-
latory Agency (PMRA) 
to monitor pesticide use 

JOE MERLIHAN

Pesticide debate continues
Lawn care specialist fears restriction will kill livelihoods

because it will be in the 
hands of  more people, he 
said. 

“You can restrict appli-
cations but not the sale of  
pesticides,” he said, add-
ing that only 20 per cent of  
herbicides in Canada are 
professionally applied. 

While O’Toole supports 
integrated pest manage-
ment (IPM), he says that 
spot treatment with pes-
ticides is still required 
to maintain his client’s 
expectations. 

“There is no scientific 
reason to justify a bylaw 
of  any kind,” O’Toole said. 
“Time and time again, 
tests show that your neigh-
bour is not exposed to any 
application done to your 
property. Now, if  the prod-
uct is not properly applied 
there is a concern,” he 
said, “but there are exist-
ing laws in place for that.” 
All the chemicals cur-
rently used by lawn care 
agencies are regulated by 

the PMRA, said O’Toole. 
But Coun. Joe Nowak 

noted the testing is way 
behind schedule.

“The commissioner [of  
the environment] herself  
says Canada is not keep-
ing up with the testing,” 
said Nowak in reference 
to a recent article pub-
lished in the Western 
Producer. According to the 
report, Johanne Gelinas, 
Canada’s commissioner 
of  the environment and 
sustainable development, 
was quoted as saying “the 
Pest Management Agen-
cy is inadequate.”  The 
PMRA’s failure to follow 
through on it’s commit-
ment to re-evaluate 405 
pesticide ingredients, 
raises doubts about its 
ability to regulate the in-
dustry, said Nowak. 

Can you say “without a 
shadow of  a doubt that 
pesticides are safe?” 
asked Nowak. 

“They do not cause 

an unacceptable risk,” 
concluded O’Toole. “Ev-
erything has a risk.”

O’Toole’s presentation 
was one of  several such 
delegations made to 
council in the past year. 
Council members are 
currently in the process 
of  developing their own 
regulations for the ap-
plication of  cosmetic 
pesticides in an effort to 
avoid a regional bylaw 
that could have jurisdic-
tion over the townships. 
Mayor Doug Bergman is 
concerned that Waterloo 
Region might enforce 
its standards on the 
township without con-
sidering the needs of  the 
rural community. Having 
heard from proponents of  
pesticides and environ-
mentalists who oppose 
them, council is expected 
to reach a decision on the 
future of  cosmetic pesti-
cide use in the township 
in time for next spring.

HEAD ON
This was the scene in the 

early evening of Dec. 19 
as a serious two-vehicle 
collision closed a section of 
Line 86 between Chalmers-
Forrest Rd. and the village of 
Dorking in Wellesley Twp. A 
complete police report was 
not available, but regional 
police confirmed that Lin-
wood firefighters were first 
on scene, and three patients 
were later transferred to 
Grand River and Listowel 
hospitals for treatment of 
their injuries. Both vehicles 
were demolished in the 
crash. Line 86 remained 
closed into the late evening 
while traffic officers from 
the Waterloo regional police 
completed their investiga-
tion with the assistance of 
North Perth County OPP and 
London OPP.
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It’s inventory time and because we’d rather sell it than count 
it, we are giving a storewide discount of 10% OFF!  This 
discount applies to the regular prices only.

HOURS: Mon. - Wed.  9:00 - 6,  Thurs & Fri.  9:00 - 9, Sat. 9:00 - 5:30

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.
7 Arthur St. S.,

PRE-INVENTORY
          SALE!Storewide

Dec 27th to 31st Only

Frank Cooper
Registered Insurance 

Broker

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

Friendly, professional service 
for your personal insurance 

requirements

•  Home
•  Auto

Office:  669-1631 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Res: 669-2115

•  Tenant
•  Liability
•  Commercial

To Grand Valley Trail  land owners - we wish to 
take this opportunity to express our appreciation 
for your co-operation in making our trail a success 
by allowing us to use your land to hike the Grand 
River and to wish you and your families all the 
best this festive season.
To help verify our files, could you take a moment 

to contact us since we are devloping a new GVTA 
land owner’s recognition  plan for year 2003 and 
we do not want to miss anyone - thanks.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
President GVTA

75 King St. St.,
POBox 40068
Waterloo, ON N2J 4V1
www.gvta.on.ca

NOTICE from the 
Grand Valley Trail Association

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

As the university 
and college ap-
plication process 

wraps up over the next 
few months, up to 30 per 
cent of  Elmira’s Grade 
12 graduating class may 
be tossing the chance of  
getting their high school 
diplomas out the window.

To the frustration of  
their teachers, it won’t be 
because their marks aren’t 
good enough, but rather be-
cause they won’t have met 
a requirement to complete 
provincially-mandated 
community service.

“As of  three weeks ago, 
we still had about 30 per 
cent of  our (Grade 12) 
graduating class that had 
not finished the 40 hours 
of  community service,” 
said Elmira District Sec-
ondary School (EDSS) 
guidance department 
head Art Wombwell. “That 
gives me a fit. Students 
need to pay attention to 
that and they need to take 
that seriously.”

Students in jeopardy of not graduating
Lack of volunteerism means 30 per cent of EDSS’ Grade 12 students don’t meet provincial requirement

The requirement for the 
40 hours of  ‘community 
involvement activities’ 
was brought about when 
the new four-year high 
school curriculum was 
introduced in 1999. 

The idea was the hours 
of  unpaid community 
service were to be com-
pleted gradually over the 
four years of  high school, 
at a modest rate of  10 
hours per year. Though 
the groups that followed 
this year’s Grade 12s have 
had more success with 
spreading out their hours, 
many of  this year’s class 
have not, for a variety of  
reasons.

“I don’t think they’ve 
treated this seriously 
because most graduates 
understand traditionally 
that marks matter. This 
is a component that does 
not have a mark on it, so 
they just haven’t taken it 
seriously,” said Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) program 
coordinator Tom Con-
nolly. “The other thing 
is they’re the first ones 
through on this, they’re 
the first ones hit with the 
new curriculum, new ex-
pectations, new textbooks 
and all of  the strife that’s 
gone on. They’ve sort of  
put this on the backburn-
er and it’s caught up with 
them a bit.”

Though the numbers at 
EDSS are ‘haunting’ ac-
cording to Wombwell, the 
numbers across the school 
board suggest that in 
other public high schools 
the majority of  Grade 12 
students have not even 
started their hours.

“Sixty percent of  stu-
dents in Grade 12 have 
not done any hours, 20 
per cent have completed 
all their hours and 20 per 
cent are in progress. That 
stat was taken about a 
month ago, I assume it’s 
improved, but it’s still 
dramatic,” said Connolly 
of  the board-wide figures. 
“I don’t want kids that 
we’ve worked with for four 
years, like a salmon going 
upstream fighting all the 
odds of  secondary school 
reform, not to make it be-
cause they didn’t give up 
their time, on time.”

Connolly leads the 
board’s team of  staff  on 
strategies to make sure 
that students complete 
their service hours, and 
over the past four years 
has poured resources 
into publicising the re-
quirements and creating 
tools for students to plan 
and track their hours. 

He is concerned the 
Ministry of  Education 
would place a require-
ment for graduation in 
the curriculum without 

requiring some systemic 
manner of  accountabil-
ity, some way for staff  
to assist students in pre-
paring for and tracking 
their service hours. As 
it stands, the onus rests 
squarely with students 
and their parents to 
ensure the necessary vol-
unteer work gets done. 
The best Connolly and 
Wombwell can do is con-
tinue reminding students 
to complete their hours.

As an example, Connol-
ly said that in January 
a letter from WRDSB 
director of  education 
Cecil Omand will be 
sent to every Grade 12 
student’s home remind-
ing them “this is serious 
and we want people to 
pay attention to their re-

sponsibility because it 
could cost them their 
diploma.”

The consequences for 
ignoring the hours extend 
beyond the incomplete 
requirement, advised 
Wombwell. While uni-
versities and colleges 
will largely ignore the 
requirement when they 
issue conditional notices 
of  acceptance in the New 
Year, a secondary school 
diploma is required before 
that offer can be confirmed 
come July 2003.

“There’s a group of  
students out there that 
just hope the odd hope 
that 40-hour community 
service requirement to 
graduate will just some-
how go away. It may 
in due course, but it 

won’t go away this year. 
Students need to pay at-
tention to the fact that it’s 
a requirement to gradu-
ate and if  a decision was 
taken not to do it, univer-
sity acceptances hang in 
the balance,” explained 
Wombwell, clarifying 
that “we had some dia-
logue with universities 
and colleges and they 
were all on the same page 
and they were all clear. If  
a student does not meet 
all of  the terms of  gradu-
ation, the student will not 
be welcome.

“The potential exists 
for a good, strong stu-
dent to be declined at 12 
midnight on an offer to 
attend university X be-
cause they haven’t met 
their 40 hours.”

erty shows up in a crisis 
situation, when after the 
bills are paid there is no 
money left for food and 
children end up going to 
school without lunches,” 
she explained. 

The success of  Grand 
Central relies heavily on 
O’Toole’s ability to as-
sure that donations go to 
the right place. “Charity 
involves a great leap of  
faith,” said O’Toole, add-
ing that choosing which 
initiative to support is 
difficult when so many 
charities are competing 
against each other. “I 
want people (givers) to 
feel secure about what 
they are donating is be-
ing used,” she added. 
“It’s important to treat 
sponsors with respect.

“Many people don’t know 
[poverty] but they want to 
hear a story. And I just 
want to keep on telling 
that story,” she smiled. 

Spirit of 
Christmas

Continued from page 3
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A little something 
from St. Nick’s bag » The Christmas spirit

The best of the season is clearly 
seen in the myriad stories 
that have been told on these 
pages during the past month, 
as plenty of volunteers help 
to make Christmas happier, 
brighter and more memorable 
for others in area communities. 

» Lambs to the slaughter?
With US President George W. 
Bush clearly itching to attack, Iraq 
seems to be want a confrontation 
as it fails to cooperate fully 
with UN weapons inspectors. 
Americans, meanwhile, remain to 
be convinced of war’s merits.

School’s too sexy for Bob

QUOT-
ABLES

Many people don’t know [poverty] but they want to hear a story. And I 
just want to keep on telling that story.“ ”Bloomingdale resident Susan O’Toole, who has been bringing Christmas joy to the needy for 32 years

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS

OPINIONPAGES

MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

» A lapse in security
In a case of “gee, you think?” 
Corrections Canada this week 
said measures were “inadequate” 
at a psychiatric prison where 
potentially violent prisoners were 
allowed to frolic in the nude, play 
in a fountain and climb trees.

the bad,

& the ugly

Dear Santa,
We know things are a little busy for you 

right now, but we hope you can find the time 
to have a look at our wish list. Apparently 

you missed our letter last year, because we did not re-
ceive a single one of  the items we requested.

Just to refresh your memory, we asked only for gifts 
for others. Most notably, we hoped a little vision and 
courage would come this way to keep the raceway in 
the township, but you handed that multi-million dol-
lar present to Centre Wellington instead – perhaps 
gifts of  brains, heart and courage are the province of  
the Wizard of  Oz alone. Maybe you could put in a good 
word, as all three would come in handy in different 
measures to our local political types.

Again, we ask this in the true spirit of  Christmas 
– please note that we are not looking for anything for 
ourselves. We only want what is best for others. That 
said, here is our wish list for some of  the folks who 
have graced the pages of  the Observer – some naughty 
and some nice.  
For Woolwich council: a little spark, something to 

liven up the debate around the table. The operation is 
running smoothly, but could use some colour. Oh, and 
if  possible, a million-dollar-a-year cash cow to take 
the place of  that raceway thing that got messed up 
last time.  
For Wellesley council: a lot more talk and a lot less 

action. Led by Mayor Doug Bergman, council is in 
need of  a little more substance to go with the chaotic 
style. Government, it seems, would be a lot more fun 
without all that bothersome public accountability.
For the Woolwich Ag. Society: no more govern-

ment red tape. Having been through the mill as 
Woolwich repeatedly dropped the ball, they deserve a 
break at their new facility.
For Waterloo city council: a time machine, so they 

can go back and take another vote on a little project 
called RIM Park. Perhaps Woolwich’s decision to nix 
its involvement in the ill-fated scheme involved some 
Christmas-like intervention.
For MPP Ted Arnott: mass memory loss for all 

Ontarians, say dating back to 1995. The election thing 
would be so much easier.  
For MP Lynn Myers: membership in an unchal-

lenged, popular government leading a virtual 
one-party state where the opposition is self-destruc-
tive and powerless. Oh, wait … never mind. But how 
about a leadership review?
For the Elmira BIA: A Milo Shantz of  their very 

own – someone with vision for the core, someone to 
make the most of  the $100,000 windfall coming their 
way thanks to the King/86 project.
For the Elmira Sugar Kings: A swell new arena, 

perhaps with a well-stocked bar, would boost revenues 
and help the fans get over the shock of  a rebuilding 
period.
For Prime Minister Jean Chrétien: a copy of  A 

World Without Paul Martin … And other Fairytales. 
For Premier Ernie Eves: A copy of  The Other Guy 

Did Me In: The Memoirs of  Kim Campbell.
For our readers: all the best for the holiday season. 

And a very Merry Christmas (before Uncle Bob gets 
on our case).

It was heartening to see this week that the Christmas 
goodwill program coordinated by Woolwich Commu-
nity Services was well stocked again thanks to your 
generosity. Equally welcome was the fact fewer people 
took advantage of  the program. If  this is truly a sign 
times are better – that there is less need – that would 
be a minor Christmas miracle of  its own. Now is 
certainly the time for such optimism. If  only it could 
last.

I see there’s another 
flap brewin’ over 
them highfalutin’ sex 

education classes they’re 
always trying to put in 
the schools. I can’t say 
as I blame parents get-
ting upset over this new 
program that teaches 12-
year-old girls about such 
things that are better left 
to the home. I’d be none 
too happy if  it was my 
kid listening to this stuff.

I don’t hold with the 
argument it puts ideas in 
their heads—teenagers 
don’t need any prompting 
on that end—but I think 
the whole sex education 
thing is a load of  hooey. 
They say it’s supposed to 
help keep kids from start-
ing too early and to teach 
them respect. But they’ve 
been teaching this stuff  
for a while now, and it 
seems to me that the situa-
tion is much worse than it 
was before the schools got 
to experimenting. 

Now, the eggheads and 
the liberals love these pro-
grams – makes ‘em feel all 
enlightened – but it seems 
to me that we should have 
other priorities. I’m always 
reading about how the 
schools got no money and 
that students ain’t getting 
the basics – here’s a perfect 

example of  wasting time 
and money on something 
the parents should be 
tackling.

We never had any of  
these programs back 
apiece when I was in 
school, and I think folks 
turned out alright without 
‘em.

THE JOKE’S ON ME
Christmas is for kids 

they say, and I have to 
agree. There’s nothing like 
a bunch of  giddy children 
to remind you what’s so 
special about the holidays, 
never mind the mess and 
headaches.

Of  course, they’re all 
pretty excited about the 
gettin’ presents thing 
– and they really don’t 
have to buy any for other 
people. I think that’s one 
of  the things that start to 
take the wonder out of  the 
whole Christmas gifts sce-
nario: as adults, we’ve got 
so many “gottas” attached 
to Christmas. It’s easy and 
fun buying toys for kids, 
especially when they’re 
young – it becomes more 
expensive as they get old-

er, though they’re asking 
for more all the time.

Anyway, we’ve got this 
sense of  obligation about 
getting things for other 
people, even if  we have no 
idea what to buy ‘em. So we 
make ourselves miserable 
looking for something, any-
thing to wrap with shiny 
paper. It’s a real chore 
(although the wife seems 
happy to head back to the 
mall day after day).

And it ain’t no better 
on the receiving end: I’m 
pretty sure that come next 
week I’ll be knee deep 
in denture cream, adult 
diapers, “dirty old man on 
board” signs and the other 
laugh-a-minute “joke” 
gifts I’ve come to expect. 
Another of  the perils of  
reaching the age I have, I 
guess.
SCROOGE IS A GOOD GUY
Folks reading these little 

rants of  mine might be 
thinking I’m some kind 
of  Scrooge for speaking 
my mind … while I’m 
thinking of  it, I’ve always 
wondered why being 
called a Scrooge was a bad 

thing; didn’t anyone watch 
the end of  the movie or fin-
ish the book? As I recall it, 
old Ebenezer becomes the 
Christmas spirit’s biggest 
fan.

Anyway, where was I? I 
guess some people must 
think that, because I’m an 
older fellow, I’m a cranky 
sort who can’t take the 
modern ways. Well, I may 
be cranky—the wife just 
chimed in that there’s no 
“may” about it—but I ain’t 
opposed to change per se. 
It’s just that there’s noth-
ing wrong with tradition. 
Just because something is 
new doesn’t make it better 
– just like being old don’t 
make it bad.

Christmastime is all about 
tradition – folks who read 
this spot regularly will 
remember my thoughts on 
that from a couple of  weeks 
ago – so tradition is on my 
mind a little more often at 
this time of  year – they’re 
ain’t nothing wrong with 
Christmas that it needs a lot 
of  know-it-alls and spineless 
politicians to ruin it.

Okay, that’s enough 
ranting for now. Time to 
practise what I preach and 
enjoy the holidays. The 
Good Lord willing, I’ll see 
you again in the New Year. 
Merry Christmas.
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?
QUES-
TION 
OF THE WEEK

THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“Turkey and dressing.”

»Marion Moser

“What’s your 
favourite part
of Christmas

dinner?
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The process of aging with grace

FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 
THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Stuffing, cranberries and 
oh yes, carrot pudding.”

» Carolyn Selby

“Dishes, because my 
brothers do all the dish-
es.”

» Tony Germann

“The companionship of 
family - the food is not as 
important.”

» Pauline Tschanz

Sandy Shantz has 
done more “for the 
kids” than you know

“WELL SANTA, I COULD REALLY USE A MORE APATHETIC PUBLIC, ONE THAT DOESN’T 
ASK SO MANY TRICKY QUESTIONS OR CARE ABOUT ACCOUNTABILITY ...”

The true meaning
of the season

I am not 21 years old. I am 
not even 39 years old, or 
40 or 50. I’ve passed all

those years now and you 
know, I ‘kind-a’ like it and 
I’m not ashamed to admit 
it and I can still dream.

I don’t have much call 
to flash my ID card any-
more. My white hair gives 
ample evidence of  my 
age and each one is an 
entry in the diary of  be-
ing a parent. Teething and 
earaches, pneumonia and 

bike wrecks, falling into 
the goldfish pond and the 
innocent recitals of  verses 
at the church Christmas 
concert, have, over the 
years given in to the colour 
of  my hair.

I have trifocals now. Each 
glance through the higher 
power recalls a good novel 
I have read in the past or 
covering the entire Old 
Testament on a four-day 
fishing trip when it rained 
so heavy for the entire four 

days that reading was the 
only sensible thing to do. 
Reading in those dimly lit 
cabins is reflected today in 
how my eyes work (or don’t 
work). But I can dream.

During my early schol-
arly period of  life, reading 
Treasure Island while lying 

on my back in the hayloft 
in the barn, with the only 
light available being the 
sun rays leaking through 
the holes in the barn roof, 
added to the dilemma of  
my less than 20-20 vision. 
But that doesn’t keep me 
from dreaming.

I have a sore knee and 
my ankles retain water, 
making any shoe I wear, 
fit snugly. Running the 
three-legged race at last 
summer’s family reunion 
and falling off  the donkey 
in a “Donkey Baseball” 
game, are all responsible, 
in part, of  how I walk to-
day - with a slight limp in 
my right leg.

I have dark blotches 
appearing on my hands 
- liver spots, someone told 
me. Each one of  these is 
worth a chuckle. The day 

I attempted to water ski, 
the kids laughed them-
selves silly at my futile 
attempt. The hot July 
afternoon when I ran out 
of  gas and had to walk 15 
kilometres to the nearest 
exit on the highway, or the 
time I sprayed the potato 
bugs and the wind blew 
the spray onto the tomato 
plants, killing most of  the 
crop, are all written deeply 
in my memory and each 
liver spot is like the page in 
a book that lists the chapter 
titles. I try to look at these 
marks not as blemishes of  
age, but as reminders of  a 
full and active life.

Sometimes I hear people 
my age wish that they 
were younger, but I won’t 
do that. To be younger, I 
might have to give up some 
of  the experiences I have 
had along the way and I’d 
have difficulty knowing 
which ones I should cull 
and which ones to dream 
about. It isn’t a tragedy to 
have reached my age. The 

tragedy would be to get to 
my age and not have lived 
or dreamed enough along 
the way.

Maybe there is a differ-
ence between the dreams 
of  a child and those of  an 
old coot. Maybe her dream 
has a better chancethan 
mine. But you wouldn’t 
take mine away just be-
cause of  that, would you?

Perhaps my dreams 
should be more realistic 
– like standing in front 
of  a crowd and making a 
speech – but I’ve done that. 
Perhaps I should dream 
of  writing a book like my 
stepmother just did at 
well over 80 years of  age 
– but I’ve started that too. I 
would rather dream about 
things I haven’t done than 
the things I have.

If  ever I get to the point 
in my life when the past 
is more exciting than my 
future, then I fear I will be 
grown up and will have to 
act as one. That’s how I see 
it from my side of  the dam.

To the Editor,
I am writing to express 

my anger at the personal at-
tack of  Sandy Shantz made 
in the letter from Paul Mar-
row. (Observer, Dec. 14/02)

I have known and worked 
with Sandy for over 30 
years, the last 10 within 
the school system. Sandy 
and I co-chaired the John 
Mahood school council in 
its conceptual years. Her 
leadership and forward 
thinking allowed us to 
purchase playground 
equipment “for the kids,” 
textbooks “for the kids,” as 

well as opening new com-
munication practices with 
the staff  and parents.

I also worked with Sandy 
on many issues involving 
the school board. With her 
guidance and speaking 
on our behalf  our student 
drop-off  area was paved, 
making it a safer area “for 
the kids.” This is just one 
example.

Sandy has always showed 
great leadership by being 
organized, knowledgable, 
approachable and willing 
to work through changes, 
unlike the boards Mr. 
Marrow praises. Toronto, 
Ottawa and Hamilton 
boards blatantly broke the 
law by committing civil dis-

obedience in not working 
within their budget — our 
board, under Sandy’s lead-
ership, chose to deal with 
the budget cuts mandated 
from our government.

I ask who set a better ex-
ample “for the kids?”

Sandy Shantz spent 
countless hours and con-
tinues to dedicate herself  
to this community “for the 
kids.”

Cindy Bossenberry
Elmira

To the editor,
For years I struggled with 

the Christmas season, just 
never comfortable with 
the fact that on Christmas 
Day I was so tired and 
overworked that I needed 
the rest of  the week away 
from work just to recoup.  

I knew it wasn’t right, but 
like many I continued with 
the tradition of  doing it 
all.  But I was missing the 
real Christmas: visiting 
with neighbours, singing 
Christmas carols, sitting 
by the fire enjoying the 
snow falling outside and 
taking some special time 
to rejoice. 

But most of  all, I was 
missing what makes me 
truly able to celebrate the 
season. I needed to reach 
out and give, not to spend 
hours in the mall trying to 
find a gift for someone on 
that ridiculously long list.

Our community is over-
flowing with caring people 
that have big hearts, I have 
learned from them. I have 
a few little stories of  how I 
was able to change my way 
of  thinking and find some 
peace…

Years ago we stopped by 
a Gift Tree in our town.  

The first card that we 
picked from the tree was 
a request from a girl – she 
wanted leotards. I stood 
there with tears in my eyes 
for this little girl, my heart 
went out to her and I will 
never forget that night.  We 
bought her the leotards, a 
pink sweater, a cuddly toy, 
and candy.  She would find 
some nice things under 
her tree, and we found joy 
and happiness.

Last year, we sponsored a 
family in the community – 
on a beautiful snowy night, 
all six of  us jumped in the 
car and headed out to the 
stores to purchase the gifts 
for this family.  That night, 
our family felt a Christmas 
Spirit – it was wonderful. 

This year, we are volun-
teering at the Operation 
Christmas Child program 
in Waterloo. 

There were hundreds of  
people all working toward 
the same thing – it was in-
credible.  And as I looked 
in the humble little shoe-
box that I was working on, 
I saw love and it touched 
my heart. 

If  you are searching 
for the true meaning of  
Christmas, it is every-
where. 

Carol Gorrie
Elmira. 
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

Education needs more than money

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$377
LEASE 

VOISIN’S669•2831
15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

DISCLAIMER: 7% Cash allowances are not applicable on 2003 Liberty & RAM models. Cash allowance on SX2.0 is $500. NO GST is a cash allowance equivalent to the 7% GST amount. 0% fi nance rate is in lieu of cash allowance and varies from 36 month, 48 
month or 60 month term depending on vehicle line and model year - eg. $10,000 @ 0% for 36/48/60 months, payment is $277.77/$208.33/$166.66, COB is $0. Effective interest rates vary from 0% to 7.8% depending on vehicle and term. Security deposit and 
1st months payment (up to $500) are payed on all Gold Key Leases except RAM Heavy Duty. All offers subject to credit approval. All pricing excludes freight, applicable fees & taxes. Lease based on 48 month 81,600km, avg. @ 15¢/KM. See Us for details.

NO GST plus $500 on most 2003’s
NO GST plus $1000 on most 2002’s

Anything 
You Want, 
You Got It

FINANCING
with NO payment for 90 days0%Or

Or NO SECURITY DEPOSIT &
NO FIRST PAYMENT
on Gold Key Lease

2003 CARAVAN ALS
CASH PURCHASE Or

FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS

Or
NO GST

plus $500 0%

CHOOSE: 2003 DODGE SX2.0
CASH PURCHASE Or

$13988
Or

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

FINANCE WITH
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO
SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$325
LEASE 

2003 SEBRING LX
CASH PURCHASE Or
$20670

Or
FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS0%

Stock# C3010

Stock# C3004

Stock# V3019

$233
LEASE 

2003 DAKOTA QUAD CAB
CASH PURCHASE Or Or
NO GST

plus $500
FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS0%

Stock# T3009

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO
SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$346
LEASE 

GRAND CARAVAN WITH REAR DVD/VIDEO - ONLY $38/MONTH MORE!

SALE ENDS SOON!

When Ernie Eves 
took over as 
Premier and 

examined the education 
fi le that was left to him, 
he saw that he had both 
a political problem, and 
a problem with the edu-
cational system itself. He 
chose to deal with the 

political problem.
Eves appointed Univer-

sity of  Guelph president 
Dr. Mordechai Rozanski 
to review the notorious 
funding formula, the beast 
that was rapidly killing 
our schools. Not surpris-
ingly (since no one who 
bothered to look could 

have failed to recognize 
this reality), Rozanski 
came back with a report 
saying that the system 
was underfunded. He 
recommended that $1.8 
billion be injected into 
the system.

While the government’s 
admission the system 
needs extra money is wel-
come (even if  it was long 
overdue, and even if  the 
stream of  highly staged 
announcements were 
both poorly conceived 
and embarrassing), the 
reality is that the extra 
money won’t be enough. 
I mean that in two ways: 
that there still won’t be 
enough money in the 
system; and that money 
alone won’t be enough 
to fi x a system based on 
a funding formula that is 
so fatally fl awed.

According to Ted Mar-
tin, newly elected chair 
of  the Waterloo Region 
District School Board, 
it would be a mistake to 
think that school boards 
have “received a windfall 
of  new money that will 
enable us to pursue new 
initiatives. Even Dr. Ro-
zanski indicates that $1.1 

billion (plus salary adjust-
ments) is required just to 
get us back to where we 
were when the formula 
was introduced in 1998. 
Until all 33 recommenda-
tions are implemented, 
we are really no further 
ahead. Dr. Rozanski’s 
recommendations are 
all interdependent – the 
government can’t pick 
through them like they 
are someone’s Christmas 
wish list,” says Martin. 

He adds that “the lo-
cal priorities amount 
demonstrates that. Dr. 
Rozanski doesn’t really 
recommend an increase 
in it (he wants it pegged 
at fi ve per cent of  base 
grants), but he knows 
that it is now being eaten 
up by regular operating 
expenses that are cur-
rently underfunded. If  all 
of  his other recommen-
dations are implemented, 
Dr. Rozanski believes that 
boards will be able to 
use that local priorities 
amount for what it was 
really intended – local 
priorities such as outdoor 
education. 

“However, the govern-
ment’s announcement 

on wages is a perfect 
example of  why that is 
unlikely to happen. The 
government announced 
a three-per-cent increase 
in salaries, raising 
everyone’s expectations 
to a pay increase of  
at least three per cent 
– when, apparently, they 
are really only funding 
an increase of  about 2.5 
per cent because they 
are basing the increase 
on the amount they cur-
rently fund rather than 
on the amount boards 
currently pay. That leaves 
us roughly $2-$2.5 mil-
lion short at Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board. If  we are forced to 
make up that difference, 
it would go a long way 
to wiping out any plans 
we might have for the 
local priorities amount.”
Other “new” funding 
from the province will 
include $250 million for 
special education, in-
cluding $130 million for 
the current school year. 
All that money will do, 
however is to deal with 
the shortfall in funding 
for current special ed stu-
dents. The waiting lists 
will continue to grow. 

Moreover, the govern-
ment shouldn’t have 
needed a report to tell it 
what parents, teachers 
and school boards have 
been telling it for years. 

It’s more than likely that 
the government actually 
knew that this money 
was needed, but sat on it 
for months – just so that 
its announcement could 
be timed to coincide with 
the rush of  announce-
ments made “in response 
to” the Rozanski report.

Even more troubling is 
the reannouncement of  
$20 million in transpor-
tation funding that was 
already in the provincial 
budget for this year (20 
per cent of  which is al-
located, not to funding 
transportation, but to 
promoting safety aware-
ness). This government 
seems to think that the 
media and the public 
aren’t paying attention, 
and will be fooled every 
time they announce the 
same program. Perhaps 
they’re right, because the 
Tories have been given a 
remarkably free ride on 
this issue in the wake of  
the Rozanski report. 

I urge everyone to get 
a copy of  the Rozan-
ski report and to study it 
carefully. Hold the govern-
ment to account if  they 
fail to fully implement its 
recommendations. Ask 
Elizabeth Witmer what 
she’s doing to address the 
fundamental fl aws in the 
system that go far deeper 
than the obvious funding 
shortfall. 



DECEMBER 21, 2002 • BIZ PORTFOLIO • WOOLWICH OBSERVER  11

There’s no place at home

BIZPORTFOLIO
There’s no place at this home, either Some pineapple with your kibble today?

As a result of a merger, the Martin Pet Foods plant in Elmira will now fall 
under the auspices of DLM Foods Canada Corp., owners of the Del Monte 
brand throughout North America. All assets of the H.J. Heinz Company of 
Canada Ltd. were passed over to DLM Foods effective Dec. 20.

MARKET
    ENSE

MARK A. BERKIN
¢

Mark A. Berkin, B.Sc. is an associate of Daniel P. Reeve and Associates Inc. and an account representative 
with Family Investment Planning Inc.  Mark has over 12 years experience in the financial industry. 
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with 
mutual fund investments.  Please read the prospectus before investing.  Mutual fund securities are not 
guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

 See DESTINATION page 12

A Wellesley man running a computer business from his parent’s home on 
Ament Line was told by council this week that the operation is illegal. Earlier 
this fall, property owner Troy Witter applied for a Certificate of Occupancy for 
A Home Occupation. Council voted to defer the decision until the New Year. 

A Wellesley butcher operating a meat-cutting business out of his father’s 
home on Buelher Line has received a Certificate of Occupancy from council 
pending a move to another location. Wayne Frey is proposing to relocate 
his operation to a new location at 7904 Rd. 116. 

Retirement is really 
supposed to be the 
best years of  your 

life. For some this is a re-
ality, but for others reality 
is not so promising. What 
makes the difference 
between a prosperous, 
happy retirement versus 
a retirement filled with 
stress and worry? 

Here is a summary from 
existing retirees about 
what they thought were 
keys to a successful re-
tirement. 

• Plan ahead. Although 
this is obvious, you really 
have to envision what 
retirement you want 10 
years in advance. That 
means, if  you think your 
pensions will sustain 
your preferred lifestyle, 
imagine your income 

Retired people are the retirement experts
dropping next month by 
40-60%. Will you still be 
comfortable at that new 
income level? If  not, it’s 
time to squirrel away 
some money now to make 
up for the shortfall.

• Be conservative 
in your assumptions. 
Assumptions are an 
important part of  any re-
tirement plan. Too often 
assumptions do not leave 
room for variability, 
margins of  error, or se-
vere market corrections. 
Projections done at 12% 
are extremely optimistic 
and prone to disappoint. 
We’re talking about main-
taining 12% per year over 
30-40 years; I think 8-10% 
is more realistic. The 
worst thing about using a 
low projection rate is hav-

ing more money. 
• Have a Diversified 

Portfolio. Over the past 
three years, cash and 
bonds have offset the dam-
age in the equity markets. 
However, with the mar-
kets turning the corner, 
its time to reposition 
once again. Rebalanc-
ing a portfolio may take 
years to accomplish, but 
once done, the retirement 
portfolio should run on 
auto-pilot with occasion-

al, minor adjustments.
• Account for infla-

tion. Think back to 1970 
when it was possible to 
buy a home for $20,000. 
Now a comparable home 
would be about $140,000. 
I remember my mom giv-
ing me $0.50 for bread and 
milk and a chocolate bar. 
What do we think things 
will be like in 2025?

• Develop hobbies and 
interests before retire-
ment. Although some may 

be prepared financially, 
there are those with too 
much time on their hands. 
Also, for those who tie 
their self-worth to their 
pay-cheque, establishing 
other fulfilling activities 
is crucial. Give a job to a 
busy person as the saying 
goes, so establish your re-
tirement activities before 
you actually retire. Some 
individuals are busier in 
retirement than during 
their working years – and 
happy about it!

• Minimize Tax. It’s 
so easy to get caught up 
worrying about safety 
of  capital in retirement 
when really the focus 
should be on minimizing 
tax. The bottom line is 
good tax planning makes 
a huge difference to re-

tirement. 
• Live a healthy retire-

ment. It sounds all too 
obvious but for Marvin, 
he had a heart attack only 
two years into his retire-
ment. Today Marvin is 
much more conscious of  
what he eats and makes 
sure he goes out walking 
at least three times a week. 
The healthier you are, the 
longer you will likely live 
and the more you will en-
joy your life. You can have 
a lot of  money, but if  you 
don’t have your health you 
really can’t benefit from a 
lot of  your money. 

So there it is ... a little 
advice from some experts. 
Living proof  that retire-
ment can be the best years 
of  your life. 

Source Material: Jim Yih. 

Airport expansion underway
Plans to expand the Waterloo Regional Airport take off as management and airline carriers start negotiations

How To Save 10% On Your Farm Insurance.
  Is your farm safe? Did you know that from 1991-1995, farm accidents 
killed 502 Canadians?
  Reduce your risk by completing the Agricultural Safety Audit 
Program checklist to find hidden dangers. Not only will you be more 
safety conscious, you’ll qualify for a 10% discount on your North 
Waterloo farm policy.
  Don’t become an accident statistic. Protect yourself, your family and 
your employees. Call us for more details.

The mark of a safe farm.GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company

11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611
1-888-453-3766

mail@gleesoninsurance.com

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

With over 
half  of  the 
construction 
already com-

pleted, expansion plans 
at the Waterloo Regional 
Airport are right on tar-
get for the grand opening 
in July, says the facility’s 
manager.

The $27 million invest-
ment will deliver a new 
terminal and an extended 
runway and is expected 
to attract new carriers 
to replace Trillium Air, 
which ceased operations 
earlier this summer. 

“We’re currently in 
negotiations with air-
lines right now,” said 
airport manager Alex 
Home, from his office 
in Breslau. Home won’t 
say at this stage which 
airlines he’s talking to 
but he’s is confident that 
the expansion will be a 
draw for domestic and 
US carriers. “We’re quite 
confident that we will be 
successful,” said Water-

loo Regional chair Ken 
Seiling, adding that air-
lines are more cautious 
since Sept. 11, 2001. 

“One airline or more 
is what we’re shooting 
at for the third quarter,” 
said Home, adding that 
similar smaller airports 
such as London Interna-
tional Airport have been 
successful. “There’s no 
reason why we can’t do 
the same, we certainly 
have the traffic,” he said. 
Since it opened 10 years 
ago, London’s airport has 
attracted four or five air-
lines and processes over 
600,000 passengers each 
year now, said Home. 
“We’re hoping to emulate 
the airport in London,” 

And with the region’s 
market and the airport’s 
new facilities, there’s no 
reason why this project 
won’t fly, said Home, 
adding that 4.1 million 
travellers leave and arrive 
in the region every year. 

“And that’s a conserva-
tive estimate.” And that’s 
the market that airlines 
are more than willing to 

tap into if  the infrastruc-
ture is in place. “Airlines 
are saying to me ‘you 
guys weren’t on the ra-
dar, we knew you had a 
market but without the 
infrastructure …’” 

Right now most of  the 
region’s visitors (84 per 
cent) currently make 
the hairy journey to the 
region via the 401 from 
Toronto’s Pearson Inter-
national Airport. That’s 

adding unnecessary 
stress and time to the trip, 
said Home. “Flying to Ot-
tawa, which is a 50 minute 
flight from here can be an 
all day experience,” he 
said. “That’s untenable 

for most people.”  The 
public and local indus-
tries are saying they want 
a “point to point service” 
that is efficient and fre-
quent, Home said. 

JOANNE PEACH

ALMOST READY FOR TAKE OFF  Waterloo Regional Airport manager Alex Home says the facility’s new terminal (behind) is well underway. 
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REGION OF WATERLOO
PUBLIC NOTICES

A FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

David MacLeod
Managing Director

Lianne Cassidy Fegan
Funeral Director

Full Service Funeral Home

617 King St., N., Waterloo
888-7700

The staff at a Family Funeral Home 
would like to wish you and your

family a holiday filled with
Peace and Happiness.

NOW HERE!
'BEARINGTON' 

BEARS

26 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA — 669-8309

Great Country Gifts!
Victorian Accessories

Dolls • Lamps • Napkins
 Chairpads • Placemats

 Fabric • Ruffles by the Yard
Christmas Tree Ornaments

The overhaul is part of  
a regional aim to make 
travelling across Canada 
more convenient for 
people in the region to do 
business, said Home. The 
new customs department 
will also pave the way for 
transborder fl ights, he 
said, adding that he is 
also speaking to US car-
riers as well as domestic 
airlines. Moreover, the 
extended runway and 
airport apron will make 
it easier for multiple air-
lines to do business here, 
he said. 

Already known for its 
strong industrial growth, 
the region needs to im-
prove its accessibility in 
order to maintain its cur-
rent pace of  growth, said 
Home. Transportation is 
one of  the major services 
that industries looking to 
relocate to the region have 
to consider, he added. In 
turn, the ability to fl y in 
an out of  the region unen-
cumbered by traffi c delays 
will have a “tremendous 
spin off  effect” for the lo-
cal economy, said Home.

While he is reluctant to 
speculate on the number 

of  jobs that the new fa-
cility will create, Home 
expects the impact to 
be “considerable.” The 
airport alone will be 
expanding its current 
complement of  approxi-
mately 200 staff  and then 
each airline will also 
create positions, he said. 
Then there are the less 
obvious benefi ts such as 
the need for more hotels, 
restaurants and even 
housing for the families 
of  new workers, said 
Home. “We’re already em-
ploying more people for 
the construction.”

Continued from page 11

Destination: Breslau

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Police are investigat-
ing the owner of  
a St. Clements au-

tomotive sales business 

St. Clements business under police investigation
Owner of SB Auto owes $15,000 to client — ‘agreement went sour’

after being approached 
by a client missing 
$15,000.

“It was kind of  an 
agreement that went 
sour,” said Det. Cst. 
Jason Harth of  the deal 

between a Waterloo 
resident and SB Auto’s 
Shiger Bajrami over the 
purchase of  a BMW at an 
automobile auction.

“They had a written 
agreement … I think it 
was supposed to be pur-
chased from an auction. 
You need a licence to 
purchase a vehicle from 
an auction, not just any-
body can show up – a lot 
of  times, people will have 
other people buy cars 
for them at auctions,” 
added Harth, a detective 

with the regional police’s 
fraud branch.

The agreement between 
the two men stipulated 
that Bajrami would re-
ceive $15,000 upfront for 
the purchase and deliv-
ery of  the vehicle.

“He had so long to fi nd 
this car and after, I think, 
Oct. 29, if  he hadn’t he 
was supposed to return 
the money,” said Harth. 
As time passed and the 
complainant kept asking 
for either the car or the 
return of  his $15,000 but 
saw neither, he decided to 
contact police.

“They’ve been going 

back and forth for a bit 
now and they were un-
able to work anything 
out between themselves 
so the complainant came 
to the police looking for 
some help. We’re not a 
collection agency – I’m 
looking at it as the theft 
of  this guy’s money,” he 
added.

Harth said Bajrami has 
been interviewed once 
since the complaint was 
received on Dec. 13, and 
that Bajrami promised to 
make restitution with his 
client. In the meantime 
Harth has executed a 
warrant for bank docu-

ments, which could lead 
to a charge of  ‘theft over 
$5,000’ if  those docu-
ments show the money is 
missing.

No further information 
was released as Harth is 
continuing the investiga-
tion and intends to speak 
with Bajrami again dur-
ing the holidays.

“I’m going to continue 
on in my investigation 
– he hasn’t hindered me 
but he’s certainly not be-
ing upfront either about 
why he hasn’t returned 
the money.”

Bajrami did not return 
calls from the Observer.PUBLISHING 

SCHEDULE & 
DEADLINES:

No Observer published 
on Saturday, Dec. 28

We resume publishing on 
Jan. 4, 2003

The offi ce will be closed 
all week between

Dec. 23 and Dec. 27

Offi ce closed on
Jan. 1, 2003 
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Woolwich gets sugared up for ringette

SPORTSPAGES
Waterloo Siskins shoot like girls No break for the Applejacks

Kings skate over Siskins
Second straight win for Elmira bumps Waterloo our of 8th spot

 See GALEA Page 14

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings came out 
of  their dress-
ing room at the 

Lair on Dec. 18 ready to 
play 60 solid minutes of  
hockey, and it earned 
them a well-deserved 6-2 
victory over the Waterloo 
Siskins.

For a team that has had 
consistency issues on 
home ice – and the road 
record to prove it – their 
domination of  the Sis-
kins from the opening 
face off  until the last 
buzzer was a welcome 
turnaround. With inju-
ries plaguing captain 
Allan Wong and assistant 
captain Ben Ruthig, the 
win was sweeter, if  only 
for the team’s ability to 
make up for the loss of  
the defensive might and 
firepower of  the injured 
players.

“I thought we had a 
really good effort from 
everybody on the team. 
We stressed a lot of  talk 
on the bench and just 
tried to carry it out onto 
the ice to get control of  
the game – use our speed 
get all over their defence-

men – and it worked,” 
said Kyle Rank, who 
wore the ‘C’ in Wong’s ab-
sence. Rank is expected 
to carry on in that role 
until Wong’s return from 
a broken foot that could 
keep him sidelined for a 
minimum of  four weeks.

Ken Dunn will sport an 
‘A’ until Ruthig rejoins 
the team.

From the outset of  the 
game it was clear the 
Kings were in control of  
play, keeping the puck 
in the Siskin end and 
being able to capitalize 
on Waterloo’s poor on-
ice communication to 
maintain pressure on 
defensive lines and goalie 
Craig Lizun.

The pressure peaked for 
Lizun halfway into the 
first on a Kings power 
play when King Adam 
Love scored the first goal, 
jumping on a rebound 
from a Chris Martin 
point shot. A defensively 
lax Siskins line gave Love 
all the space he needed to 
deke Lizun.

A textbook tip shot gave 
Elmira its second point 
before the break to send 
them off  the ice with a 
2-0 lead. Dunn picked 
up the puck off  a Siskin 

giveaway in the neutral 
zone, firing it towards 
Lizun and a waiting King 
Gary Martin, who tipped 
it past the line on Lizun’s 
stick side.

Waterloo had the Kings 
on the run early in the 
second, managing to net 
a short-handed marker 
in the first five minutes 
of  play. Kings netminder 
Erol Kahraman was 
bumping a Siskin player 
for control of  the puck 
at the left of  the crease 
when it got away from 
him and skidded to the 
stick of  Siskin Chris 
Greer, who lobbed it into 
the net.

The Kings pounced on 
the attack for the rest of  
the period though, scor-
ing another two goals 
on Lizun and keeping 
constant pressure on the 
Waterloo defence.

Travis Martin was able 
to skate a Siskin giveaway 
puck to linemate Andrew 
Coburn, who made easy 
work of  getting it past 
Lizun at 6:33. Some 10 
minutes later, it was Love 
scoring again, once more 
pouncing on a rebound 
– Dunn’s this time – with 
enough space and time 
to shoot the puck past a 

sprawling Lizun.
Though Waterloo was 

able to score another 
marker in the third on a 
Kings’ defensive break-
down, the Kings owned 

the final period, with Jer-
emy Machin and Dunn 
each netting goals. That 
ownership of  the game 
showed as the Kings 
perpetually buzzed the 

Waterloo net, keeping the 
Siskins boxed in their 
own end and showing 
signs of  the kind of  en-
ergy and passion the team 
needs to keep winning as 
they head into their last 
two games before a two-
week Christmas break.

“We had a lot of  talk 
during the week about 
passion and stuff  like 
that, I think everybody 
kind of  bought into it 
and came out flying so it 
worked,” explained Rank, 
adding he hopes that will 
to play consistently car-
ries into tonight’s (Dec. 
21) game against the 
Guelph Dominators.

“We’ll just try to stay 
on an even keel. I know 
we’ve played really well 
the last two games, we’ve 
played the full 60 minutes 
and I think we’ll just start 
to build on that and con-
tinue.”

The Kings play their last 
game of  2002 against the 
Listowel Cyclones tomor-
row (Dec. 22) – fans should 
take note of  the 2:30 p.m. 
start time, and young fans 
are reminded to bring 
their skates for the first of  
two ‘skate with the Kings’ 
sessions, which takes 
place after the game.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

If  your definition of  
the great outdoors 
involves duck blinds, 

leaky boats, hunt camps 
and smelly companions, 
Steve Galea is targeting 
you for a couple of  good-
humoured shots.

Aiming the scope at 
himself  and other out-
doorsmen with somewhat 
more precision that he 
aims at a deer or moose, 

Taking outdoor humour inside the pages
Columnist Steve Galea publishes first book chronicling a few misadventures

Galea recently published 
a funnyman’s recollec-
tions of  outdoor sports, 
titled My Outdoors: Hu-
mour from the field and 
stream.

Galea’s brand of  hu-
mour is already  familiar 
to readers in Ontario 
through his columns in 
the Observer, Ontario 
Out of  Doors and several 
other newspapers. The 
inspiration for the book, 
he explained, came last 
winter after he contrib-

uted to a fly fishing book.
“I got on the publisher’s 

email list as a result of  
Fly Fishing Canada from 
Coast to Coast to Coast,” 
explained Galea from 
his home in Haliburton 
County, “and got a call for 
submissions for an out-
door book.”

Seeing eye-to-eye with 
his editor, Galea set about 
reworking some exist-
ing columns and writing 
new ones for the book, 
which contains 47 short 

stories about the foibles 
that every outdoorsman 
experiences. Using exist-
ing columns as a starting 
point means his readers 
will recognize some of  
the stories right away, 
albeit in a retooled and 
expanded package. The 
tales, tall or not, are illus-
trated by Galea’s fellow 
outdoorsman Tom Gold-
smith.

“The stories are about 
1,200 words each, which 
allowed me to play around 

with different 
ideas,” he added, 
giving him the 
freedom to pro-
vide further 
evidence that 
outdoor activi-
ties are some 
of  the funniest 
things people 
do.

“If  you think 
about the fact 
that we can 
spend hundreds 
of  dollars trying to out-

smart a 
rabbit, you 
show that 
it’s an inher-
ently funny 
sport,” said 
Galea dryly 
– taking care 
not to repeat 
he had just 
spent the en-
tire day trying 
to snare a snow-
shoe rabbit for 
an upcoming 

Woolwich Minor Ringette host 12 teams from southwestern Ontario in 
their second annual Sugar Ring tournament on Dec. 28 at both  Woolwich 
Arenas. The championship finals for the novice, petite and tween divisions 
pegged for 6 p.m., 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. starts in St. Jacobs.

The Waterloo Siskins Jr. “B” hockey team will take on the Waterloo 
Open “AA” ringette team in a ‘friendly’ game Dec. 28 at the Waterloo 
Memorial Recreation Centre to promote the upcoming Canadian Ringette 
Championships held Mar. 30 – Apr. 5, 2003.

Unlike their Junior “B” counterparts, the Wellesley Applejacks Junior 
“D” play throughout the holidays. Home games are scheduled for Dec. 22 
(Ayr), 29 (Delhi) and Jan. 4 (Ayr). The Jacks will also travel to play games 
Dec. 21 (St. George), 27 (Delhi), 28 (Langton) and Jan. 3 (Tavistock).

FEELING SQUEEZED Sugar King Adam Love skates the puck into 
Siskin territory Dec. 18 at the Elmira Arena during the Kings’ 6-2 
drubbing of the Waterloo Siskins. The win gives Elmira a one-point lead 
over Waterloo for the last playoff spot heading into this weekend’s 
games against Guelph and Listowel.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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59 Church Street, W.,
ELMIRA
669-1521

Wishing you all
the trimmings of

a beautiful
holiday season.

Your presence has
been the best

present for us this
year. Thanks!

May faith be your guide during this holy season.
We appreciate the good faith you’ve shown us 

this year. 
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SM&G MILLWRIGHTS 

LIMITED
R.R.#1, Reg Rd 19

(1540 Floradale Rd.)
ELMIRA     669-5105

3691 Nafziger Road, Wellesley
656-3098

REPAIR &
MACHINERY SALES

May His divine spirit warm and watch over
you and your flock this holiday season.

WAY-MAR INC.
3585 Ament Line, RR#3
Wallenstein, ON  N0B 2S0

www.waymar.on.ca
699-4236

May The Spirit Of The Christ Child
Fill Your Heart With Joy 
And Brighten Your Life 
In The Coming Year.

JOY
TO 
THE 

WORLD!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PRESENT AND 
FUTURE CUSTOMERS FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR.

West Montrose         

669-2135

Additions
Custom Homes
Bathrooms
Rec Rooms
Doors
Windows
Maintenance
Wood Flooring
Problem Solving
Landscaping
Decks

Build On Your Dreams

column.
“We take our sports far 

too seriously – it becomes 
a culture to the point 
that it’s hard to explain 
to your wife that you’d 
rather be outside than in-
side with her,” he added, 
saying than his second 
wife “is more tolerant 
that most, which is to say 
she’s still intolerant.”

He didn’t feel compelled 
to comment on his first 
wife, although readers 
can make a few guesses 
of  their own.

Keeping in mind that 
the ‘one that got away’ 
happens to every outdoor-

sman far more often than 
‘landing the big one,’ the 
tone of  the book follows 
in that vein, chronicling 
the misadventures ev-
ery expert outdoorsman 
should have experienced.

“If  you write about suc-
cess, it’s like bragging,” 
explained Galea adding 
that “many more people 
can relate to the one that 
got away.

“Also, when you do 
get lucky and you actu-
ally get one of  those bull 
moose, that’s when you 
find out who your real 
friends are. You actually 
have to have friends that 
are willing to help you 

drag the carcass out from 
the middle of  nowhere.”

My Outdoors is an evo-
lution for Galea as an 
author, a process that 
started when he was 
“gifted” his sister’s hand-
me-down computer and 
decided to write a story 
and send it to Ontario Out 
of  Doors. They ended up 
buying the story and one 
of  two that followed, lead-
ing Galea to realize that 
he had found a niche that 
took advantage of  his, uh, 
skill in the outdoors, his 
flair for being the class 
clown and a talent for 
writing.

Everything became 

complete when he moved 
from Oshawa to a 100-acre 
property in rural Hali-
burton County, where the 
outdoors is now “right 
outside the door,” serving 
for immediate inspira-
tion for his writing.

That writing has been 
getting recognition too 
– winning several awards 
for his columns from 
the Ontario Community 
Newspaper Association 
and walking away from 
the Canadian Commu-
nity Newspaper Awards 
this past summer with 
an award for an editorial 
he wrote regarding the 
events of  Sept. 11.

My Outdoors is avail-
able across the province 
at Coles bookstores, 
and on the Internet at 
www.amazon.ca.

Galea compiles the great outdoors
Continued from page 13

STEVE GALEA

Elmira Sugar King 
centre Kyle Rank 
has deferred his 

golf  scholarship at St. 
Lawrence University in 
Canton, N.Y., until Sept. 
2003. He informed Kings’ 
management last month 
of  his decision to defer 
his schooling and stay on 
the team until the end of  
the season. This allows 
him to play in the Jan. 15 
all-star game, as well as 
fill in for injured captain 
Allan Wong while Wong 
recovers from a foot in-
jury.

Rank sticks 
it out with 

Sugar Kings
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Happy Holidays! *Gift Certificates
Available

from

ELMIRA 
BOWL

Merry 

Christmas 
Hours

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 3

from

ELMIRA 
BOWL

669-2833

BACK TO NORMAL

FRI SAT SUN

1-6

MON TUES

WED THURS FRI SAT SUN

MON
TUES

WED

CLOSED

THURS

Happy 

Holidays from 

the Jordan 
Family

CLOSED
1-4

7-CLOSE

CLOSED
FOR

RECOVERY

9-11 1-5
7-CLOSE

1-4
7-10

CLOSED

1-5
7-CLOSE

1-6

1-4
7-10

1-4
7-CLOSE

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings pulled a 
2-1 victory from un-

derneath the Cambridge 
Winterhawks on Dec. 15, 
rebounding from seven 
straight winless games at 
the Lair – the last win on 
home ice being a 5-3 game 
over Listowel Oct. 27.

It was a crucial win 
for a team battling it 
out with the Waterloo 
Siskins for the last re-
maining playoff  spot in 
the Midwestern Jr. “B” 
league. The Kings hope 
to take that momentum 
into their final two games 
this weekend (Dec. 21-
22) before a three-week 
Christmas break.

“We’re looking towards 
the next few games; we’d 
like to get on a winning 
streak,” said captain 
Allan Wong. “It would 
be nice to increase our 
points and go up the 
standings before the 
break.”

Both Wong and head 
coach Kevin Bloch said 
they hope the young 
team is able to build on 
the win, and that they 
carry the momentum 
into a Dec. 18 home game 
against the Siskins.

Kings double Winterhawks
Elmira ups the intensity to nab first home win since Oct. 27

“This will hopefully 
carryover into tomorrow 
night’s (Dec. 16) prac-
tice,” added Bloch, “so 
that we can come back 
and win against Water-
loo.”

The Dec. 15 win came as 
the Kings played a good 
defensive game, mostly 
without Wong, who was 
injured during the first 
period.

Wong was deflect-
ing a shot on goal from 
Cambridge’s Cam Fer-
gus when the puck hit 
the inside bridge of  his 
right foot, sending him 

to the sidelines for the 
rest of  the game. X-rays 
done Dec. 16 determined 
his fate: he’ll be out for a 
minimum of  four weeks 
with a broken bone in his 
foot. Still, Wong hopes to 
return in time to play in 
the all-star game Jan. 15.

Despite not being able to 
make a significant on-ice 
contribution to the win 
over Cambridge, Wong 
chalked up the victory 
to a turnaround in the 
team’s emotion and pas-
sion.

“We had a slow first 
period, but we compen-

sated in the second and 
third,” added Wong. “We 
outworked them and we 
battled harder. In between 
the first and second, we 
really got ourselves up 
– it’s hard to get emotions 
going on the bench – and 
we really played with pas-
sion tonight.”

After a neutral zone turn-
over allowed Cambridge’s 
Keefe Snowdon to score 
on Erol Kahraman in the 
first, the Kings’ reply took 

a full 20 minutes of  play to 
materialize, but the inter-
mission gave them time to 
stage their rally.

Steady on the forecheck, 
the Kings’ power play 
forward line was at work 
in the Winterhawks end 
when Adam Love and 
Kyle Rank teamed to get 
the puck to Ken Dunn. 
Dunn fired the shot to-
wards Cambridge’s Kyle 
Knechtel, where it tipped 
the right post, bouncing 

back into the net to tie the 
game at one apiece.

Now on the roll and 
gaining momentum, the 
Kings held control for 
most of  the remainder of  
the game, outshooting the 
Winterhawks 26-13 in the 
last two periods.

The go-ahead goal came 
halfway into the third off  
a Kevin Labatte shot, a 
classic example of  cooper-
ation in Jeremy Machin’s 
line. 

Skating into the Winter-
hawks’ end, Machin gifted 
Ryan Benesch the puck 
in the neutral zone. Ben-
esch worked his way past 
the two defenders, keep-
ing his eye on linemate 
Kevin Labatte. Benesch 
timed the pass right onto 
Labatte’s tape for the shot 
on goal with Knechtel still 
facing Benesch.

Despite some late-game 
pressure and the sixth at-
tacker in the last couple 
of  minutes the win was 
Elmira’s, allowing them 
some prolonged applause 
from a home crowd that 
hasn’t been given many 
chances this season to 
cheer come the end of  
each home game.

HUGO RODRIGUES

FALL IN Sugar King Ryan Benesch takes a dive in front of Cambridge goalie Kyle Knechtel while teammate Ken Dunn looks on during second 
period play in Elmira Dec. 15. The Kings won the game 2-1.
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May your faith be renewed by the messages of love and 
peace that are delivered to us in the story of Christmas.

With best wishes and gratitude from all of us.

26 Arthur Street, South, Elmira • 669-8309
PHONE (519) 747-2280 • FAX (519) 747-0217

Brian L. Shantz
 Ltd.

BUILDING CONSULTANTS • SITE PLANNERS

blshantz@golden.net

Here’s hoping your dreams and prayers
are answered this holiday season. 

Have a Merry Christmas!
Miracles really do happen, and there’s no better time than 

Christmas to restore our faith in the Lord and our fellow man.

Happy Holiday Greetings from our staff and their families!

 669-5453
FARM SERVICE (2000) LTD.

Merry 
Christmas!

Located at the corner of Weber St. 
& Benjamin Road, WATERLOO

888-9992

We’d like to wish all our loyal customers 
a very happy holiday and a prosperous 
New Year. Thanks for your patronage!

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
669-1666

39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

The ringing we hear could be Santa’s sleigh
 Bringing our thanks and warm wishes your way!

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

GLEESON 
INSURANCE 

BROKERS INC.
11 Arthur St., S. -  Elmira     669-1611

1-888-453-3766
mail@gleesoninsurance.com

THANKS A BUNCH!
All of us here hoping

that your holiday season
really stacks up!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

‘Tis better to give: the homemade touch
THE NOT-SO-GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN
STEVE GALEA

Everyone has heard 
the old cliché that 
it’s better to give 

than to receive. And 
while I’m pretty sure this 
was originally penned to 
refer to any candy that 
contained broccoli as the 
main ingredient, these 
days it also holds some 
significance for the out-
doorsman.

That’s because Christ-
mas is the one time of  
year where the outdoors-
man can hunt, trap or 
fish and justify it by say-
ing that he’s going to “git 
some” Christmas cheer for 
family and friends. Only 
someone with a Grinch-
like disposition would try 
to stop a man from doing 
this and, even then, she’s 
not likely to stop you after 
you show up wearing cam-
ouflage and hip waders for 
a trip to the mall.

Let’s start with the ba-
sics. Contrary to popular 
belief, tasteful gift giv-
ing is not as easy as just 
skinning an animal and 
handing over both parts. 
Anyone who would do 
that has obviously never 
seen modern gift-wrap-
ping techniques. I can tell 
you from personal experi-

ence how important gift 
presentation is. Why, last 
year, I took the liberty of  
giving my sister not only 
the smoked raccoon meat 
but also the salted pelt, 
a pike bone needle and 
some deer sinew thread. 
Look, I know it was 
maybe a bit too generous 
considering she insisted 
that I not “get” her any-
thing, but you know, I 
was feeling real Christ-
massy and I noticed that 
she was kind of  short on 
good warm hats.

Let me tell you, when 
she undid that pretty bow 
and opened that shiny 
wrapping paper, her 
heart practically jumped 
out of  her body and her 
high-pitched, hysterical 
screams of  delight were 
enough to set off  several 
fire alarms. Even as I left, 
she remained speechless. 
My brother-in-law called 
it a Christmas miracle.

But unfortunately game 
laws and bag limits pre-
vent you from giving 
everyone such special 
gifts. That’s why an out-
doorsperson needs to be 
creative. I hope Martha 
Stewart will forgive me 
for stepping into her 

territory but the things 
you can do with animal 
hooves alone could fill a 
television show. No sir, 
cloven hooves are not just 
for table legs anymore.

And what homemaker 
couldn’t use a moose ant-
ler spatula?  But let’s not 
stop there. It’s been my 
experience that women 
just can’t just say enough 
things about a set of  
genuine deer antler ear-

rings. My own wife was 
so impressed with the 
matching eight-pointers 
that “Santa” gave her 
that she just set them 
aside, released a solitary 
tear and swore that she’d 
save them for a special 
occasion, although I was 
kind of  surprised to learn 
that dancing on my grave 
constituted that sort of  
event. Yet no matter how 
much it would alleviate 

her grief, I cautioned her 
against doing it in hunt-
ing season.

Of  course, the enter-
prising outdoorsman 
shouldn’t forget about 
the plethora of  different 
scent glands that game 
animals contain. I once 
concocted a mixture of  
skunk, weasel, deer, fox, 
and otter musk into a 
fancy perfume. Naturally, 
before giving it out, I 
field-tested on myself  at 
a Christmas party held 
at my wife’s work. This 
simple step ensures that 
no one gets offended on 
Christmas Day.

But I needn’t have wor-
ried. On the way there, 
Carol was so impressed 
that she kept the car win-
dows rolled down so that 
we’d share that wondrous 
aroma with the rest of  
the world. Once at the 
party, however, people 
kept asking me what 
died, so much so that I fi-
nally got tired of  reciting 
the ingredients. 

We left soon after and 
oddly enough, Carol was 
relieved to see me get 
all the attention. I don’t 
know why – those ant-
lers looked great hanging 
from her ears. 

 YOUR WEEKLY UPDATE ON LOCAL BOWLING SCORES
BOWLINGSCORES
Jean Adamson 
Bowls 345 single
Jean Adamson of the Wednesday 

+55 Club had her teammates 
cheering as she rolled strike after 
strike to finish with a 345 single. Her 
afternoon triple score was 698. 
Local bowlers have been 

participating in two tournaments 
over the last five weeks to form 
teams to advance to future rounds. 
The Hi Low Doubles winners were: 
Darrell Schinkel and Mary Jordan. 
Forming the Score Holiday Classic 
team will be: George Tughan, 
Roger Martin, Brian Bettridge, Ray 
Olsen and Florence Engler.

Mon. Aft Ladies: Jane Mulder 
590(213), Lorraine Wilhelm 565, Anne 
Lopers 549(224), Doreen Lopers 532, 
Isabel Macintosh 523
Mon. Early Birds: Jennifer Brubacher 
626(277), Marie Brubacher 606(228), 
Ruth Rettinger 575, Lorraine Kidd 572, 
Marilyn Ogram 568
Tues. +55: Lorne Martin 659(239), Gord 
Martin 571(229), Melvin Snyder 562, 
Jackie Goodwin 533(212), Lil McKee 
524(204), Florence Engler 514(206)
Tues. Mixed: Jane Schedler 687(262), 
Lois Foell 621(278), Ray Olsen 590(280), 
Norm Baxter 543(200), Mary Jordan 
512(210), Vie Martin 502, Sue Horst 
491(174)
Wed. +55: Orton Gingrich 676(278), Karl 

Jordan 584(202), Gord Walz 535(208), 
Gord Trapp 532, Donna Carney 532(218), 
Verna Walz 516(189), Lester Hass 514 
Industrial Men: Terry Horst 731(281), 
George Seibel 682, Scott Cooper 
656(249), Manny Metzger 648, Ron 
Tindall 641(240)
Town Men: Shaun Schedler 800, Terry 
Horst 757(294), Karl Jordan 750(276), Merv 
Brubacher 692(285), Bryon Winfield 676
Fri Mixed: Jen Brubacher 462(234), Ron 
Stemmler 421(227), Ron Bates 420(246), 
Ron Tindall 419, Tanya Chambers 
417(217), John Wilson 412(218)
Mennonite Men: Peter Hollman 718(271), 
Bob Mader 716(256), Ray Martin 
707(262), Manny Metzger 701(274), Ross 
Weber 678(283)
Sun. Mixed: George Tughan 759(323), 
Bruce Malina 609(209), Chris Bettridge 
576(207), Brian Bettridge 570(210), 
Florence Engler 491, Lea-ann Bettridge 

490(226), Sylvia Bettridge 484(207) 
Youth Bowling: M&M Kids – Cole 
Donkersgoed 138, Eric Bader 123, 
Alt Morris 103, Cobi Morris 85, Erin 
Cassel 80 
Pee Wee: Jason Detweiler 147(77), 
Jennifer Malina 145(87), Aaron 
Arbuckle 138(69), Annemarie Connolly 
85(50), Rachel Cassel 76(47)
Bantams: Rebecca Bleskie 398(157), 
Courtney Allen 316(114), Kelsey 
Somers 290(107), Jorden Donkersgoed 
499(182), Ben Bell 320(110), Jordan 
Soehner 270(111), Nick Warren 
200(75)
Jrs./Srs. – Mike Habschied 676(269), 
Derrek Walter 647(230), Ryan White 
583(231), Graham Beattie 550(247), 
Amanda Malina 645(246), Michelle 
Blake 544(244), Jen Walter 510(229), 
Victoria McKeown 392, Rachel Perry 
318(168)
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2003 BUICK RENDEVZOUS
The Rendezvous comes with just about all the power assists today’s Luxury car 
buyer expects. Its audio system features an am/fm stereo with CD player and six 
speakers. Power from its smooth 185-horsepower 3400 V6 flows through a so-
phisticated automatic transmission that shifts seamlessly. The tastefully trimmed 
interior is both spacious and thoughtful, with an abundance of cup holders, stor-
age compartments and map pockets.

 
165 WEBER ST. S., WATERLOO 742-4463www.forbesauto.com

Email: admin@forbesmotors.com

18 
IN STOCK & 
AVAILABLE 

FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY

PRICED FROM ONLY 
$29,998*

2003 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT
Widen your expectations. The Wide Track Pontiac Grand Prix GT gives you 
great handling and a 200 horsepower 3800 V6 to compliment its dynamic 
styling. With an impressive array of standard equipment and a spacious and 
sophisticated cockpit, the Grand Prix is built for drivers

19 
IN STOCK & 
AVAILABLE 

FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY

ALL THIS AND MORE FROM 
$27,848*MINIMUM 

$1000 OFF *Sale prices plus freight, taxes, documentation fee & license

0%
FOR 48 MONTHS

Plus

 

*Sale prices plus freight, taxes, documentation fee & license with a chance to win
 YOUR VEHICLE FREE!

$2000 

CREDIT FOR

CASH PAYMENT

(payment in full)

GETTING SHOWN THE ROPES

TRYING TO GET A SHOT The junior boys basketball team from Elmira District Secondary School took a 
53-25 drubbing from the Cameron Heights Gaels Dec. 17, in a high-foul game that showed the young team 
the best of what the Waterloo County league can bring out on game day. Jamie Murray is seen here trying 
to break into the Gaels’ end.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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BOXING DAY BARGAINS
Sale ends Jan. 31, 03

  W
aWaW
lter’s A

ppliance Once A Year Giant

W alter’s
    A ppliances

Since 1938

Great Prices, Better Service

56 Howard Ave., Elmira  669-2007

STORE HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 10-5:30
Saturday 9 - 3:30

You will fi nd 
the best deals 
at your local 
appliance store!

Almost 200 
pieces on 
display!

• EnergyStar 
  Qualifi ed
• 19 cu. ft
• ExtendFresh 
  temperature 
  management 
  system

Fridges
Stoves
Laundry
Microwaves
& More!

SALE!
Shop early

for best
selection

®Registered Trade-mark/™Trade-mark 
of Whirlpool, U.S.A., Whirlpool Canada 
Inc. Licensee in Canada

®Registered Trade-mark/™Trade-mark 
of KitchenAid, U.S.A., KitchenAid 
Canada Inc. Licensee in Canada

Sale ends Jan. 31, 03
Fridges

day saleday saleday saleday sale

WaWaW

SALE!
Shop early

day saleday saleday sale
boxing    

    
     

     
      

 Discontinued & Floor Models  
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Christmas Specials
from Dec. 23 - Jan. 4

Black Forest Hams

Breakfast Sausage

Sirloin Tip Roasts
Whole 
Bone In Hams

Peameal Bacon

Kolbassa

Cheese Balls

Medium Cheddar

$3.29/LB

Whole, Half or Mini

$3.19/LB

$1.79/LB

$1.79/LB

$2.19/LB

$4.49/LB

$4.99/LB

Whole

Shank

Butt

$3.39/LB

$5.69/LB

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs

(519) 664-3610

$5.19/LB

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

We are taking orders for fresh 
Grade “A” Tur keys

We have a large selection of  Gift Boxes!

Best wishes to our dear 
friends and customers. 

We thank and ap pre ci ate 
you, one and all.

~Staff  & Man age ment

Stone Crock

Centre Cut

Elmira’s Best Selection with
Quality and Service You Can Trust

1 Hour Service (most single vision prescriptions)

2 for 1 Specials Available

Eye Exams Arranged

63 Arthur Street South, 
Unit #1, ELMIRA

(519) 669-0879
(Located beside the Library)

Great Eyeglasses, Great Price!

BIGBIGBIGBIG
The last

Sale of the Year!

20-50%
*on selected items

Winter Clearance starts 
Friday December 20th

Season’s Greetings

95 King St. North
WATERLOO

(corner of King & Young)

(519)746-9676
www.angelworn.com

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Dec. 24  10-2pm
Dec. 25 & 26   CLOSED
Dec. 31  10-2pm
Jan. 1  CLOSED

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Though you wouldn’t 
guess it from look-
ing at their record 

so far this season, there 
is some big talent on the 
Elmira Sugar Kings ros-
ter – particularly on the 
forward line.

That talent was rec-
ognized Dec. 15 as the 
Midwestern Jr. “B” 
league released the ros-
ters for the Jan. 15, 2003 
all-star game, to be held 
at the Kitchener Memo-
rial Auditorium.

Named to ‘Team East’ 
– after all-star team coach 
John East from the Cam-
bridge Winterhawks – are 
defenceman and captain 
Allan Wong, left winger 
Kevin Labatte, centre 
Kyle Rank and trainer 
Gary Schaefer. Named to 
‘Team Flanagan’ – all-star 
coach from the Stratford 
Cullitons – are centre 
Jeremy Machin and left 
wing Ben Ruthig.

“It speaks highly of  
the talent, especially up 

Recognizing their 
talent within

Five Sugar Kings named as league all-stars

 #6 ALLAN WONG                 #9 KEVIN LABATTE                #11 JEREMY MACHIN           #19 BEN RUTHIG                   #21 KYLE RANK.

front,” said Kings’ gen-
eral manager Graham 
Snyder, explaining that 
the 40 players selected 
for the all-star game were 
picked by the all-star 
coaches from a list of  
60 players. Each team in 
the league submitted the 
names of  four forwards, 
two defencemen and one 
goaltender for consider-
ation.

“All four of  the forwards 
that we put in were select-
ed,” added Snyder, more 
than any other of  the 10 
teams in the league.

“It’s pretty nice to see,” 
said Rank, who along 
with the other players 
said he was honoured by 
his selection for the all-
star game based on his 
performance so far this 
season.

“I wasn’t exactly expect-
ing it, but I’m having a 
much better year this 
year than last year,” 
added Ruthig, who led 
the league in power play 
goals and was surpassed 
only this week by Kitch-
ener’s Kevin Hurley.

“I’ve gotten quite a few 
more points this year. I 
try to be a leader on the 
ice and follow through 
with the letter on my 
shirt.”

“As long as you bring 
your best game out every 
time you step on the ice, 
people will notice you,” 
agreed Labatte, echoing 
the tone of  the all-star 
Kings who make the ef-
fort to put their best game 
on the ice every game.

“I just try to play my 
own game, and I thought 
that would be enough. 
That’s why I got picked, 
I guess,” said Machin in 
reply. Machin currently 
leads the Kings in scor-
ing, and is only a few 
points behind second 
place Brantford Golden 
Eagle Nathan Gilchrist in 
the league’s player points 
standings.

Through the all-star 
game, Wong, Labatte and 
Rank will get a bonus 
chance to work with East, 
who was their assistant 
coach last season.

“I know I’ve built a re-

lationship with him over 
the last year and half. It’ll 
be pretty exciting to work 
with him again,” said 
Rank.

“He’s a pretty good 
coach and nice guy; a 
good friend on and off  the 
ice,” added Labatte.

All fi ve expect to bring 
something back from 
their coaches and all-star 
line mates to the Kings’ 
lineup after the game, 
hoping the experience 
will make an impact on a 
young Elmira roster.

“You learn stuff  from 
other players and you try 
and get a little thing from 
every player. Just watch-
ing the players play, you 
can bring something back 
and talk to the younger 
players and help them 
out,” explained Rank.

Labatte extended on 
that thought, adding he 
hopes “we can get a good 
understanding of  their 
capabilities and what 
they do on the ice so that 
we can apply it to our 
game as soon as the all-
star game is over.”
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THEARTS
Eagle lands in St. Jacobs

Local favourite Fred Eaglesmith makes a pre-holiday return visit to St. 
Jacobs tomorrow (Dec. 22). 
Show time is 8:30 p.m. at The Church Theatre. Tickets are $18, call 

664-1134.

Christmas, just like it used to be
Need a pre-Christmas boost of tradition? Doon Heritage Crossroads 

in Kitchener plays host tomorrow (Dec. 22) to a “Country Christmas,” 
portraying the holidays at the turn of the last centuary. Features 
wagon rides, carolling and Father Christmas. Call 748-1914.

Former PM and the ghosts of Christmas past
Keeping in the traditional vein, the Woodside National Historic Site 

(home of former prime minister William Lyon Mackenzie King) in 
Kichener presents a “Victorian Christmas Celebration” until Dec. 23. 
From 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Call 571-5684.

Escape from the escapism
Some live fare to mix in with the Christmas movie rush

REGULAR STORE HOURS:  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm 
9 CHURCH ST. E., ELMIRA  669-1461

ALL EUREKA
AND SAMSUNG
VACUUMS
(CANISTERS & UPRIGHTS)15%

OFF
LONGER HOLIDAY HOURS

DECEMBER 20 - 8:30 - 9:00
DECEMBER 21 - 8:30 - 5:00
DECEMBER 23 - 8:30 - 9:00
DECEMBER 24 - 8:30 - 1:00

Friday, January 24, 2003, 8:00pm
at the Drayton Festival Theatre

with special guest
SOLITARY MAN

Neil Diamond

Tickets at Drayton Festival Theatre
BOX OFFICE: (519) 638-5555

THE BEE GEES

Tickets 

$27.50
A GREAT

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT

Stayin' Alive

BOUNTY ENTERPRISES PRESENTS

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Movies, and lots 
of  them, are 
a big part of  
the Christ-

mastime entertainment 
package – it’s no wonder 
studios unveil box-office 
and Oscar hopefuls at this 
time of  year. The most 
talked about film has to 
be The Lord of  the Rings: 
The Two Towers, which 
opened this week.

On the video front, we 
can expect a raft of  DVD 
and VHS rentals and sales 
to keep us in front of  the 
tube.

But what about a chance 
to take in some live per-
formances? While things 
tend to slow down over the 
holidays—theatre folk like 
some time off, too—there 
are a few opportunities 
to get out and experience 
something a little differ-
ent.

Amahl and the Night 
Visitors wraps up its 15-
show run this weekend 
at The Church Theatre in 
St. Jacobs. The Christmas 
classic tells the tale of  a 
poor shepherd boy and his 
mother who encounter the 
Three Kings on their jour-
ney to Bethlehem.

Final shows run today 
(Dec. 21) at 3 and 7:30 p.m. 

and Sunday at 3 p.m. Tick-
ets at 664-1134.

Fans of  the eclectic 
might want to head over 
to Elmira’s Central Tavern 
on Dec. 27 to check out lo-
cal boys The Ludes, who 
promise an “interactive 
Broadway-Christmas-mu-
sical-rock extravaganza.”

Formed almost a de-
cade ago, apparently out 
of  sheer boredom, the 
band’s lineup features 
Eric Schwindt on drums, 
Tim Beresford, who pro-
vides vocals and bass, 
and the guitar stylings of  
Ian Schwindt and Mike 
Purves-Smith.

Doors open at 9 p.m. Tick-
ets are $5.

For the whole family, 
Theatre and Company in 
Kitchener presents C.S. 
Lewis’ beloved The Lion, 
the Witch and the Ward-
robe (ironically, one of  
Lewis’ closest friends and 
colleagues was J.R.R. Tolk-
ien, author of  The Lord of  
the Rings).

The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe, part of  the 
Chronicles of  Narnia, tells 
the tale of  Peter, Susan, 
Edmund and Lucy who 
have been sent to the 
country to escape the air 
raids of  the Second World 
War. As they explore their 
new home, Lucy opens 
a wardrobe and climbs 

in. But then a curious 
thing happens – instead 
of  the wardrobe floor 
Lucy feels something soft 
and powdery under her 
feet, and where the back 
of  the wardrobe should 
have been she sees a light 
shining in the distance.

And so it is that the chil-
dren discover the strange 
land of  Narnia and the 
evil White Witch who 

holds this enchanted place 
in her power. There they 
meet Aslan the lion – Lord 
of  the Wood – and their 
adventures begin.

Theatre and company is 
located at 36 King St. W. 
in Kitchener. Shows run 
Thursdays through Sun-
days until Dec. 29. Tickets 
are $15-$19, available by 
calling 571-0928 or visit-
ing them online at www. 

theatreandcompany.org.
In the Christmas clas-

sics vein, The Nutcracker 
makes its way to the Cen-
tre in the Square on Dec. 
29 and 30.

In a delightful produc-
tion with vibrant sets and 
elegant costumes, Ballet 
Jorgen will delight you 
with the seasonal splen-
dour of  the Nutcracker 
Ballet.

These performances 
feature the full Kitchener-
Waterloo Symphony as 
well as all such favourite 
characters as the Sugar 
Plum Fairy, Clara and her 
soldier, the Rat King and 
the magic of  an enchanted 
land.

Dancers take to the stage 
Dec. 29 at 2 p.m. and fol-
low up with two shows on 
Monday (Dec. 30) – 2 and 7:
30 p.m. Tickets range from 
$17 (children under 12) to 
$49.

Launching the New Year, 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony presents a 
Salute to Vienna on Jan 1, 
an always-popular show 
that has sold out in the last 
three seasons. The perfor-
mance is a magnificent 
re-creation of  the world-
famous  Viennese New 
Year’s celebration.

Replete with Strauss 
waltzes, polkas and 
excerpts from the most 
joyous and romantic Vien-
nese operettas, the Salute 
to Vienna promises an 
uplifting start to the year 
2002. 

Seats start at $38 and go 
to $65. Tickets and infor-
mation from all shows 
are available from the 
Centre in the Square box 
office, call 578-1570 or 1-
800-265-8977 or online at 
www.centre-square.com.

ELMIRA ROCKS  The Ludes are Ian Schwindt, Mike Purves-Smith, Eric Schwindt and Tim Beresford. They 
play the Central Tavern Dec. 27.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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60 First St. E. • (519) 669-5166

(519) 669-5478 • 1-800-265-612650 Benjamin Rd. E., Wloo. • (519) 884-9295

Best Western
St. Jacobs Country Inn

www.stjacobscountryinn.com

ELMIRA BLOOD 
DONOR CLINIC

Where: Elmira Raceway, Carriage Hall, 28 Snyder Ave. S.
When: Friday, Dec. 27, 2002 1:30pm - 8:30pm

100 Union St. • (519) 669-1501

REIST WELDING
• Machining

• Custom Fabrication

RR #2, Wallenstein • (519) 669-3641

Fax: 669-2399

RR#1 1420 Lobsinger Ln., Wloo. • 664-2750
Fax: 664-1505  •  www.martinsapples.com

57 Arthur St. S.. • (519) 669-FILM (3456)

Elmira Photo Lab
One Hour Photo • Weddings

Portraits • Commercial & Pet Photography
Digital • Cameras

Regional Rd. 23 • 664-3701

One Kilometre south of 
Winterbourne on Waterloo 

Regional Rd. 23

(519) 669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

A division of Grandridge Farms Inc.

Specializing in: Local & Long Distance Trucking

Flatbeds • Rack & Tarps • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

Day (519) 669-1440 Evening (519) 669-1986

Drainage Systems • Septic Beds • Backhoes
Over 75 years of service • R.R. #3 Wallenstein

20-B Arthur St., N. • (519) 669-5790

Woolwich & Wellesley’s
#1 Source For News

What’s In The Box?

14 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-0888

Raphael’s
PIZZERIA & CAFÉ

Thank you for your patronage.
We look forward to seeing
you again in the New Year!

CHRISTMAS HOURS
Dec 24 • 10:00 - 10:00

Dec 25 • CLOSED
Dec 26 • 4:00 - 10:00
Dec 31 • 9:00 - 10:00
Jan 1 • 4:00 - 10:00

Best wishes to you and yours for 
a harmonious holiday season. 

We thank you for making this year 
a noteworthy one for us.

LLOYD HOFFMAN LIMITED
Sand & Gravel

Merry Christmas To All

Wellesley  656-2255
Serving The Community For Over 35 Years

MOUNTAIN LAWN CARE &
WRIGHT LAWN CARE SERVICES

801 Sawmill Rd., Bloomingdale • 742-8433

May you and every member of your family tree,
Enjoy a season of joy and serenity.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

ELMIRA MASSAGE 
THERAPY  & 
KINESIOLOGY
RENÉE KNARR-PEEV

29 Memorial Ave., Elmira
Ph. 669-8181

BHHK, RMT

God Bless You 
and Your Family

God Bless You 
and Your Family

Scott Grainger
Family Law • Criminal Law         

Personal Injury • Real Estate • Wills 
Estates • Powers of Attorney

...Barrister & Solicitor

With thanks to all of our clients, 
friends and associates in the 

community for your support in 2002, 
we wish you the best for a peaceful 

season and wonderful year to come.

24 Centre St., ELMIRA
(519) 669-1736

W. Forwell Electric Inc.
45 Park St., St. Clements       699-5315

To all of those who’ve passed by our way, we extend our best wishes for a grand holiday.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES LTD • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS
WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • SELBY’S FRESHMART • FRANK MAHOVALICH • ELMIRA RACEWAY • VOISIN MOTORS

WEEKLY

TOP 
20

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF    
   1. Brewster Pat (1) 198         263       461         33
   2. Schinkman Dana    182         270       452         43
   3. Taylor Murray 198         253       451         36
   4. Dowdall Jody        201         250       451         30
   5. Caetano Holly       190         260       450         38
   6. Brewster Alan       188         261       449         25
   7. Fitzsimmons Steve  191        257       448         30
   8. Friesen Landon      191        255       446         43
   9. Trumper Peter       182        264       446         38
 10. Morby Ryan  216        229       445         36

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF
11. Smith Shawn         188         257       445         39
12. Brubacher Jim       193         250       443         36
13. Hammer Madelyn    189         254       443         31
14. Hammer Colin        193         250       443         31
15. Ellacott Mark       199         244       443         31
16. Donkersgoed L. 190         252       442         30
17. Cooper Jennifer     179         263       442         32
18. Hammer Lynnette 192         249       441         30
19. Hockley Wayne       201         240       441         38
20. Riff Joe    190         250       440         41

SPONSORED BY:

WEEKENDGET-A-WAYIN TORONTOAn evening at the historic Madison Manor in Toronto,Dinner, 2 tickets to Blue JaysVALUE: $350

20-B Arthur St. N.
ELMIRA - 669-5790

YOUR HOCKEY POOL HOSTS

WS: 1-800-268-4931 & 519-664-2237

Conestogo
MFE: 1-800-265-2203 & 519-323-1880

W-S Feed & Supplies Ltd.
Mt. Forest

Mt. Forest Elevators
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AUTOMOTIVE

CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

3 Column Ad....................$35.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$11.90+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......85¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED BUSINESS OPPS. FOR SALE PERSONALS

NEW & IMPROVED
OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

NOW ONLINE.
www.woolwichobserver.com

BOXING DAY DEALS! FIND OUT WHERE THE BEST BUYS
IN TOWN WILL BE AFTER CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR!

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

M A W R A R A B I S O P I U M
A L E E M O N I S T C A N N A
I M P L A U S I B L E T R A P S
M A T I S S E L E A N K N I T

C H A R L E S D I C K E N S
M A G B Y E S L O E
A M O R A L P H I S T E P P E
D E C A H E D R O N S P E E N
A L A N S N O O S E G E T A T
M I R K A S K I N G P R I C E
S A T A N G Y A P R O S T E R

N E A T I C E E S S
G O L D E N W E D D I N G S
R O O F G I V E T A O I S T S
A M B I T R E T A R D A T I O N
S P A L E P R E V U E U N T O
S H R E D S T R E S S P H E W

SEE 
PAGES 
18-19

DLM FOODS CANADA CORP.
(Formerly Heinz Pet Foods)

CLEANER
required in the Production Area

Afternoon or Night Shift

Qualifications:

· Grade 12 Diploma
· Previous janitorial experience 
· Must be able to work 

independently and follow 
duties according to a Master 
Sanitation Schedule

· Forklift experience an asset

Please forward resume to:

Human Resources Coordinator
DLM Foods Canada Corp.

35 Martin’s Lane, P.O. Box 100
Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z5

Fax (519) 669-3594
We thank all applicants, however, only those being 
considered for an interview will be contacted.

Apply in person w/ resume to:
HARVEST MOON RESTAURANT
5 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs, ON

WAIT STAFF
FULL-TIME or PART-TIME
ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE

HARVEST 
MOON

FAMILY RESTAURANT

HELP WANTED

Elmira

FULL TIME
DAY TIME SERVER

Working Breakfast and Lunch
Monday through Friday

(6:45am to approx. 2:00pm)

If interested, please submit your resume to:

Stone Crock Restaurant
59 Church Street, West,

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 1M8

Fax: (519) 664-5986
E-Mail: cschiller@stjacobs.com

(or fill our an application at the restaurant)

We are looking for a

RENTALS

Country Living - 15 mins. 
west of Kitchener. Small 
detached, clean and cozy. 
2 bedroom cottage style 
house. High efficiency gas 
fireplace, large yard, park-
ing, non-smokers, no pets. 
$675 plus utilities. Jan. 1 in 
Baden. Call 519-896-1977 
or  519-581-9531pager. 
2 Bedroom Apartments 
in clean, quiet building. 
Available Jan. 1 & Feb. 1. 
No smokers and no pets. 
Phone  669-5503.

HELP WANTED

Willing Plus Staffing is 
now hiring for DC Foods. 
Long - term, temporary 
position in Waterloo.  Food 
production/packaging, 
sanitation - day and mid-
night shifts. Call Willing 
Plus Staffing 1-800-817-
6952. 
Cruise The World and 
get paid for it! $300 - $600 
U.S. per week, free room 
and board. Interviews,  
613-744-6209.
Volunteer Infant Care 
and preschool helpers ur-
gently needed, Thurs. 9:
30 - 2. Includes free lunch. 
Please leave message for 
Helen, 664-2370.
Find the help you need 
every week in Observer 
Classifieds.

FOR SALE

New Holland Model 155 
manure spreader with 
hydraulic end gate. Like 
new. Call G/A Machinery 
(519) 656-3098 or 1-800-
827-2153.
Stove, Eaton Viking, al-
mond, self-cleaning. $250 
o.b.o. Call 664-3131.
Bedspread, Queen size. 
White with gren flowers. 
$30.  699-5097.
Books, For the pregnant 
woman. $10 for three. Call  
699-5097.
Computer Printer. Lex-
mark 1020 with ink and ca-
ble. $30. Call  656-2484.
Dryer, Kenmore, heavy 
duty, white, good condi-
tion. $50. 664-2954.
Washing Machine, Beau-
mark, almond. Excellent 
condition. $150 o.b.o. Call 
664-3131.
Fridge, Electric. Kenmore 
apt. sized. 54 inches high, 
24 inches wide. Used one 
year. $385. Call  698-
2518.
Guitar Pedal, Danelectro 
T-bone distortion. A1 con-
dition. $50. Call 698-2558.
Quilt , Twin size. New. 
Hand quilted. $50. 699-
5097.
Guitar Pedal, Danelectro 
Hash Browns, Flanger. A1 
condition. $45. 698-2558.
Microwave, Kenmore. 
Older model. Good condi-
tion. $25. 669-8952.

AUTOMOTIVE

1986 Ford Mustang, 4 cyl., 
new tires, many upgrades, 
good condition, as is. Call 
595-4049.
1992 Acura Integra, one 
owner, lady driven, low 
kms, immaculate $7800. 
Call 896-7301 after 7 p.m. 
1999 Neon, low kms, 
auto, air. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.

1999 Ram 1500 4x4, only 
53,000 kms, V8, auto, air. 
Voisin Chrysler  669-2831.
1989 Cavalier - auto, 6 
cyl., new brakes, tires, bat-
tery, tune up etc. Certified, 
$2200. Call 669-5354.
1998 Grand Caravan all 
wheel drive. Only 50,000 
kms. $17,995. Voisin Chrys-
ler  669-2831.
2000 Grand Caravan SE, 
quad seats, 1 owner, 1 year 
warranty. Only 37,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.
2000 Cirrus LX, loaded, 
1 owner, 1 year warranty. 
$14,995. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.
2000 Neon LX, loaded, 1 
owner, very clean. $11,995. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.
1999 300M, loaded, 1 own-
er, low kms. Voisin Chrysler  
669-2831.

PETS

Free Puppies. Husky/Lab 
cross. Seven weeks old. 
Call 669-8614.
Bunnies - Mini Rex/Lopp 
Ear. Very tame, multi co-
lour, cute and loveable. 
$10 each. 669-0947.

CHILD CARE & 
CARE GIVING

Observer Classifieds. 
More readers means more 
results. Why not advertise 
where the readers come? 
Services to sales, advertise 
it all - Woolwich Observer.
Mother of 2 has part-time 
opening available in my 
home. Lunch and snacks 
provided. Call Jen at 669-
4733.

TRAINING/
LESSONS

Learn To Play Guitar 
for the holidays. 20 years 
teaching experience, all 
ages are welcome. Call 
Greg Brown 669-0127.
Guitar Lessons By Barb 
Weber.12 years teaching 
experience. Evening and 
daytime lessons available. 
All ages welcomed. Call  
664-2579.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture Strip-
ping Special 10% Off  Spe-
cializing in Hand Stripping, 
Ref inishing, Repair ing,  
Church Interiors and 
Pews, Dining Room Sets, 
Rockers, Chairs, Doors & 
Antiques. Highest Qual-
ity Workmanship.Pick-up/ 
Delivery. Free Estimates. 
579-1475.
Woolwich & Wellesley’s 
#1 source for news. Why 
not advertise in the paper 
more people read? Observ-
er Classifieds. 669-5790. 

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS WANTED! FREE 
INFORMATION PACK-
AGE. Develop & profes-
sionally present your new 
product idea to manufac-
turers through Davison, an 
award winning firm. Patent 
assistance available: 1-
800-544-3327 (24 hrs).
WALTER GRETZKY EN-
DORSED BUSINESS. 
Capitalize on the fastest 
growing service in hockey. 
Over 60 established Espor-
ta centres. Turn-key opera-
tion - Only 65K. Locations 
now available in your area. 
CALL Mike for an interview 
1-800-881-7781.

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
for your FREE brochure. 
1-800-267-1829. Sheffield 
School of Interior Design, 
1496 - 38 McArthur Ave, 
Ottawa ON K1L 6R2.

EMPLOYMENT

EARN $$$$. You can 
be your own boss and 
own your own business! 
Work online from home. 
No experience needed. 
All training provided. 
www.homebizassets.com. 
1-888-202-6981
$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE 
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
X-Mas chocolate bars 
and new products. Make 
full $$$. Fundraising ser-
vices available. 1-800-
383-3589.

FOR SALE

EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
TO KNOW about Ontario 
communities is now at your 
fingertips! Check out the 
Web’s pre-eminent, unique 
guide: InfoOntario - Your in-
formation gateway to com-
munity information, news, 
events, festivals, attrac-
tions and local business. 
www.InfoOntario.com

SAWMILL $4995.00 All 
new Super Lumbermate 
2000, larger capacities, 
more options. Norwood 
Industries, manufacturer 
of sawmills, edgers and 
skidders. Free informa-
tion. 1-800-566-6899, ext. 
400.OT

HEALTH

DRUG/ALCOHOL REHA-
BILITATION. Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything 
to drugs or alcohol. 90-180 
day, 75% success. Ask 
about our guarantee. See 
www.aei.net/~narconon. 
1-877-782-7409 Toll-free. 

VOLUNTEERS

CASA LOMA is seeking vol-
unteers to train as docents 
and/or help with special 
events during the year. If 
interested, please contact 
Trudy at Casa Loma. 416-
923-1171 ext. 215 or email 
operations@casaloma.org

$ PHONE SERVICE

CANADA’S TOP 
PSYCHICS...Are You 
Ready to Believe in Psy-
chics Again? Call Now, 
You Won’t Be Disappoint-
ed! 1-900-451-7070 $2.95/
minute 18+.

PERSONALS

If you have an alcohol or 
drug problem, informa-
tion about treatment ser-
vices is available. Dial 
toll-free 1-800-565-8603. 
Drug and Alcohol Regis-
try of Treament (DART) 
www.dart.on.ca.
CROSS-CANADA classi-
fieds may be for you. See 
our website for details on 
how you can reach more 
readers for ONE PRICE!
If you think you have a 
gambling problem, call for 
information about services 
that can help. Dial toll-free 
1-888-230-3505. Ontario 
Problem Gambling Helpline 
(OPGH) www.opgh.on.ca

DIVORCE SURVIVAL 
STRATEGIES...Before 
spending large sums on le-
gal fees, call THE FAMILY 
LAW CENTRE to under-
stand your rights & obliga-
tions. Our lawyers will pres-
ent you with your options & 
offer smart & proven strat-
egies to help reduce your 
legal fees, safeguard your 
assets & defend your child 
custody & access rights. 
Don’t be a victim! “Sepa-
rate Smart”..Toll-Free1-
866-879-3529.

REAL ESTATE

OSOYOOS, B.C. - ENJOY 
the climate of Canada’s 
only natural desert. Lo-
cated in the South Okan-
agan valley!  Brand new 
lakefront apartments and 
townhomes. Prices start at 
$89,900. 1-866-738-1002, 
www.casa-del-lago.ca. 
Co-operators Real Estate 
Services Inc
LOOKING FOR EVEN 
GREATER exposure? 
Canada-wide Classifieds 
may be for you. See us 
online for more info.

MOVING

TORONTO, ONTARIO to 
VANCOUVER, B.C. We 
move anything anywhere 
(even 4 passengers). Our 
rates cheaper than renting. 
Part or full loads. 604-308-
7112 or 604-856-6327.

STEEL BUILDING

STEEL BUILDINGS. 
CLEARANCE SALE!  
Ontario Manufacturer Di-
rect. Beat Next Price In-
crease. 20x20 $2,980.00. 
25x30 $4,200.00. 
25x40 $5,700.00. 30x40 
$6,700.00. 32x50 
$9,800.00.  Others. Pio-
neer 1-800-668-5422. 
Since 1980.
FUTURE STEEL BUILD-
INGS. Durable, Depend-
able, Pre-Engineered. 
All-Steel Structures. Cus-
tom-made to suit your 
needs and requirements. 
Factory-Direct, affordable 
prices. Call 1-800-668-
8653 ext. 536 for free 
brochure.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE RESALES.  
Worldwide Selection. ERA 
STROMAN Since 1979. 
CALL NOW! Buyers call 
1-800-613-7987. Sell -
ers call 1-800-201-0864. 
www.timesharelink.com
TIMESHARE RESALES 
- - 60-80% of f Retail ! 
Best Resor ts and Sea-
sons! Call for FREE cata-
logue! 1-800-704-0307. 
Canadian Dollar at Par 
SALE through December! 
www.holidaygroup.com

FOR SALE 

Snow Blower 8 HP 
Ahrens, with chains, just 
tuned up, $300 with deliv-
ery, call 669-2117.
Fireplace, freestand-
ing natural gas, 30,000 
BTU with automatic fan 
and thermostat. Excellent 
condtition. New $2400; 
bargain $600. 669-3620.
Loveseat, Chocolate 
Brown fabric. Excellent 
condition. $100. Call 699-
4701.
Coat, Racoon size 10, ex-
cellent condition. $350. Call 
664-3368.

FOR SALE

Kitchen Cabinets. Solid 
wood, hand made, excel-
lent condition. $1500 o.b.o. 
Call 699-4412.
Kitchen Island. Large, 
light oak. Solid wood with 
matching ceiling light fix-
ture. Blue top. Two yr. old. 
Excellent condition. $800. 
656-1092.
Glass, 64 Thermal units 
with sash, 23 x 43 in. 
$1280 for all. 669-8610, 
leave message.
Playstation 1 console, 
mod chip, 2 Mem cards, 
losts of games. $150. Call 
669-8339.
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DEATHNOTICES

WORDUP ©2002 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

This crossword is available in an interactive format online at www.woolwichobserver.com

Across 
1. A faux ___
4. Wash again
10. Sun rises in this 
direction
14. Not in favour
16. A sandstorm
17. “Go with the ___”
18. Occuring at the 
same time
20. Run away
21. Any bone of  the 
tarsus
22. To alleviate
24. Conclusion
25. Sailing term for 
rigging a sail (2wrds)
28. Roads get covered 
with this
30. A fun festivity
31. Big rock in Aus-
trailia
32. MPP Arnott’s Bill 
30 was a ___ ___ bill 
(2wrds)
37. Consisting of  lam-
inae
38. French word for 
“sky”
39. Muslim man who 
leads prayer
43. An alloy of  gold 
and silver
45. An equestrian 
sport
47. Denuded of  leaves
48. An obstruction
50. Person who 
makes into an act
51. Another name for 
dialysis unit staple 
(2wrds)
53. Extremely small 

in scope
57. Very, very happy
58. One of  some or 
every
59. Unsanctified and 
profane
62. Has a function
64. Slang for a mex-
ican
65. A windflower
69. Word derived 
from “ketone”
70. Flap protecting 
air passage (plr)
74. Lindros’s first 
name
75. An Italian coun-
tryman
76. Fermented beer-
like beverages
77. City in western 
Nevada
78. Sorting aid on ba-
sis of  need
79. A lyric poem
Down 
1. A written agree-
ment
2. A dwarf  buffalo
3. A disorderly out-
burst
4. Frees
5. Earlier in time 
6. To be victorious
7. A subdivision of  a 
play, opera or ballet
8. A warm winter 
garment
9. An unoccupied 
space (ADD ‘r’)
10. Representation of  
a person
11. To assert without 

proof
12. Ending to word 
starting ‘What____’
13. Thick woolen fab-
ric for trousers
15. When taxi cab has 
a customer (2wrds)
16. A sardine
19. Slang for going to 
the toilet
23. A person who 
doesn’t tell the truth
25. A herd of  whales
26. Nickname for Al-
exander
27. Widely known 
and esteemed
28. Nonsensical syl-
lables used for hum-
ming
29. Implies the goal 
of  one’s effort
30. A noun formed 
from a verb
32. One of  the com-
mon people
33. Bug that lives in 
organized colonies
34. Bones of  the an-
kle and heel collec-
tively
35. A galley having 
two tiers of  oars
36. Russian ice prin-
cess ____ Sokolova
39. Anemia resulting 
from embolism
40. Also called ‘Morn-
ing Prayer’
41. State of  acute 
pain
42. Being nothing 
more than specified

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72 73

74 75 76

77 78 79

44. Contagious dis-
ease of  skin, loss of  
hair
46. A bag
49. Make stage lights 
more colourful
51. Tree bearing 
nuts as source of  
cola extract
52. In the affirmative
53. A vulger, ill-bred 
person
54. To belong intrin-
sically
55. Tough semi-
transparent horny 
substance
56. Artistic style 
originated in France 
in 18C
60. Generally incom-
petent
61. Type of  stock, 
value not on stock 
certificate (2wrds)
62. Archaic word 
for to
63. A tennis term
65. Of  the highest 
quality (2wrds)
66. Capital of  Nor-
way
67. Necessary but 
lacking
68. 1980 Nobel prize 
winner Czeslaw’s 
poem
71. Cardinal number 
one more than two
72. Girl Scouts of  
America (Accro)
73. The act of  falling 
behind

BAUMAN, Amanda (Mrs. Amos H.) – On Monday, 
December 16, 2002, at her home, RR3 Wallenstein, 
Amanda (Martin) Bauman, in her 86th year.
DIETRICH, George David Jr. – Passed away, on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2002, in his 57th year, as the 
result of complications from diabetes.
EBY, Urias W. – Peacefully went home to be with 
the Lord, on Monday, December 16, 2002, at Chateau 
Gardens, Elmira, in his 87th year.
EDMEADES, Mary Catherine E. – In palm 
Desert California, on Thursday, December 12, 2002, 
the former Mary Catherine Elizabeith Eaid, aged 79 
years, of Conestogo.
KIPFER, Isabel – Passed away, peacefully, on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2002, at KW health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital, in her 76th year.
MARTIN, Delton – Peacefully, on Sunday, 
December 15, 2002, at KW health Centre of Grand 
River Hospital, Delton Martin, in his 93rd year, of 
Elmira, formerly of Yatton.
MOGK, Laurene May – Passed away on 
Wednesday, December 11, 2002, at Listowel 
Memorial Hospital., formerly of Milverton, in her 
80th year.
SCARROW, Ivan W. – Peacefully, on Wednesday, 
December 18, 2002, at KW Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital, Ivan W. Scarrow, in his 86th 
year, of Elmira.
STECKLE, Philippa – Passed away peacefully, 
aftger a short illness, at Bluewater Rest Home, 
Zurich, on Friday, December 13, 2002, Philippa 
Catherine (Penfold) Steckle, at 97 years of age.
WHITINGTON, H.E. “Dick” – Peacefully, on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2002, at Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs, dick Whitington, in his 100th year, of 
Elmira.

AUCTION
DIRECTORY

Gray’s Auction Service Inc.,
Harriston, Ont. 
(519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 9:00am 
to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 1 mile west of 
Harriston. Liquidation consists of: Lawn Mowers; Bikes; 
Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table & Chair Set; Scooters; 
Qn Mattress Sets; Royal Dolton’s; Pictures; Mirrors; 
Watches; Lamps; Swar Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity 
of New Kid’s and Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; 
Consumer Goods; Bedding; Canister Sets; Paper 
Products; Toys; Books; Plus Many Other Items. TERMS: 
Cash, Interac, VISA, and MC.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD

Woolwich Minor 
Hockey

Girls Atom
Dec. 7

Kitchener 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Kaitlyn Martin.
Assists: Kallie Doak.

Dec. 14
Woolwich 4 Cam-
bridge 0
Goals: Lindsey Bau-
man, Stacy Thompson 
(2), Kaitlyn Martin.
Assists: Stacy Thomp-
son, Carly Ellis, Kristen 
Kaster, Karli Grant, Lind-
sey Bauman.

Minor Pee Wee “A”
Dec. 15

Woolwich 2 Caledon 0
Goals: Ben Ahier (2).
Assists: Alex Dunn 
(2), Luke Shantz, Brent 
Goetz.

Minor Bantam
Dec. 13

Woolwich 2 Oshawa 0
Goals: Michael Dunn, 
Shane Reinhart.
Assists: Michael Dunn, 
Jonathan MacIntyre (2).
Nepean 8 Woolwich 0

Dec. 14
Woolwich 4 Oshawa 1

Goals: Mark Morlock 
(2), Brendan Cosgrove, 
Mitchell Gelfand.
Assists: Jonathan 
MacIntyre, Jeff Dumart, 
Brad Shantz.
Woolwich 2 New Te-
cumseth 3
Goals: Jonathan Ma-
cIntyre, Brandon Rilling.
Assists: Brendan Cos-
grove.

Bantam
Dec. 14

Embro 2 Woolwich 
Two 6

CHRISTMAS PAST St. Jacobs Public School students left Alanna Metzger and Kaitlin Doering as carolers rear Brianna Hunter 
(clerk), Shane McTavish (Scrooge) and front Eric Doering (Tiny Tim) in this week’s production of a “Christmas Carol.”

Goals: Derek Goetz 
(2), David DaRosa (2), 
Tanner Hackbart, Shane 
McTavish.
Assists: Dave Trimble 
(2), Andrea Frey, Tanner 
Hackbart, Shane McTav-
ish, Greg Shantz.

Major Bantam “A”
Dec. 14

Owen Sound 1 Wool-
wich 5
Goals: Tyler Brenner 
(2), Daniel Rhame (2), 
Eric Reid.
Assists: Eric Reid, Brett 
Van Gerwen (2), Drew 
Barton, Owen Lennox 
(2), Tyler Brenner.

Dec. 15
Woolwich 3 Hespeler 
2

Goals: Michael Bouch-
er, Tyler Brenner, Daniel 
Rhame.
Assists: Owen Van 
Evert, Daniel Rhame, 
Drew Barton, Brett Van 
Gerwen, Tyler Brenner.

Midget “A”
Dec. 11

Woolwich 4 Fergus 3
Goals: Dan Martin 
(2), Brock Zinken, Mike 
Moehle.
Assists: Jake Frey, Scott 
Litt, Adam Shantz, Brock 
Zinken, Matt Snyder.

Dec. 14
Woolwich 4 Hespeler 
2
Goals: Matt Snyder, 
Ryan Benesch, Mike 

Moehle, Garrett Rank.
Assists: Ryan Benesch 
(2), Scott Shantz (2), 
Chad Hepburn, Mike 
Moehle.

Midget “AA”
Dec. 13

Woolwich 1 George-
town 0
Goals: Josh Ahier.
Assists: Justin Clark.

Dec. 17
Woolwich 3 Milton 2
Goals: Mike Floto, Travis 
Martin, Blake Martin.
Assists: Mike Young, 
Justin Clark, Mike Floto, 
Tim Freeman.

Twin Centre 
Minor Hockey

Girls Novice
Dec. 7

Cambridge 5 Twin Cen-
tre 10
Goals: Taylor Caldwell, 
Avery Jantzi (6), Breanna 
Firetto-Gross, Katelynn 
Skinner, Alicia Koebel.
Assists: Lindsay Diet-
rich (2), Ashley Beacom, 
Alicia Koebel (3), Jessica 
Dunbar, Taylor Caldwell, 
Breanna Firetto-Gross.

Dec. 8
Twin Centre 2 Cam-
bridge 1
Goals: Megan Bott, 
Alicia Koebel.

Girls Pee Wee
Dec. 14

Waterloo Two 3 Twin 
Centre 1
Goals: Kirstie Taves.

Girls Bantam
Dec. 15

Twin Centre 1 Kitch-
ener 2
Goals: Alaina Green.

Woolwich
Ringette

Tween
Dec. 11

Woolwich 2 Guelph 4
Goals: Megan Lee, 
Jenna Petker.
Assists: April Hammell, 
Steph Thomas

A LITTLE DICKENS

JOANNE PEACH
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WINDOW TREATMENTS AUTOMOTIVE CRANE SERVICE CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING CONSTRUCTION

DECORATING AGRICULTURAL DECORATING

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES MATTRESS SALES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS ARTS & CULTURE FLOWERS/GIFTS SELF STORAGE

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

Flower &
Gift Shop

12 Arthur St., S. ELMIRA

669-1313

Amanda Jewitt-Dyck, Owner

Window Box
The

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

PIONEER

Paul Metzger 519-698-1021

Big & Small 

ENTERPRISES

HAY &
STRAW
FOR SALE

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 30 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

VIDEO / PRESENTATION

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

2002
BABIES OF THE YEAR

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

Submissions can be dropped 
off at the Observer offices.
20-B Arthur St. N., ELMIRA 
(Phone 669-5790 for details)

The new babies of Woolwich and Wellesley Townships will be featured in a special section of Woolwich 
Observer, published on January 4th, 2003.

FOR ONLY $15.00 (+gst) YOU GET
•Full Colour Photo in the Observer
•Name, Parents, Town, Birth date
•Extra copies of paper
• Web Page Gallery online

$15.00
+GST

DEADLINE: DEC 31, 2002

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!
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WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP CHRISTMAS
TREE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Don’t send your Christmas tree to landfill.  Ensure it is recycled into 
wood chips by putting it out for collection on the following dates:

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2003 - ALL SETTLEMENT AREAS 
OTHER THAN ELMIRA
This includes Floradale, Heidelberg, West Montrose, Bast Place, 
Martin Grove Village, Eldale Road, Breslau, Maryhill, Bloomingdale, 
Winterbourne, Crowsfoot Corners, Shantz Station, Conestogo, St. 
Jacobs, Weber and Mundil.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2003 - ELMIRA

You can also take your tree to a Regional Landfill Site or Transfer 
Station at these locations:
· Waterloo Landfill Site, 925 Erb Street West, Waterloo (883-

5100)
· Cambridge Landfill Site, end of Savage Drive in Cambridge 

(740-3601)
· Elmira Small Vehicle Transfer Station, end of Howard Avenue, 

Elmira (669-8591)

To ensure your tree is collected: remove all tinsel, decorations, 
tree stands and plastic bags.  If the tree is longer than 4 feet, 
please cut it in half.  If you have questions or need more 
information, please call the Regional Waste Management Division 
at 883-5100.

MUNICIPAL OFFICE – HOLIDAY HOURS
Tuesday, December 24                                   9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Wednesday, December 25                             Office closed
Thursday, December 26                                 Office closed
Friday, December 27                                      Office closed
Tuesday, December 31                                   9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Wednesday, January 1                                   Office closed
Thursday, January 2                                       Regular hours resume

Regular office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

FREE PUBLIC SKATING
Elmira Arena    St. Jacobs Arena
Dec. 23  12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Dec. 22   2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Dec. 24  1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Dec. 24   11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Dec. 27  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Dec. 29   2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
   7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Dec. 30  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Dec. 30   12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  
Dec. 31  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Dec. 31   1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  
Jan. 2     1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Jan. 2      1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  
Jan. 3     12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Jan. 3      12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  
    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Jan. 5    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Parent and Tot:   Parent and Tot:
   Monday 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm       Monday 9:30 am – 10:30 am  
   Friday 10:30 am – 11:30 am      Friday 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

���������������������
�����������������������

December 23rd to January 5th

�������������
Fri.

Mon., Fri., Sat., & Sun 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Family / Senior Swim 
Diving Board and Slide Closed (Mon.& Fri.)
Sun., Mon. & Fri. 10:30 - 1:00 pm 

�������������
Mon. & Fri.

Mon.
9:00 - 9:45 am 

 7:30 – 8:15 pm.
Lane Swim 

3LD(3 Lanes Deep End) 3LS(3 Lanes Shallow 
End)

Mon. & Fri. (Full) 
Sun. , Mon. & Fri. (3LD) 

Sat. (3LD) 
Mon. (3LS)

6:30 - 8:00 am
10:30 - 1:00 pm
12:00 - 1:00 pm 
7:30 - 8:30 pm

Pool Closed
Tuesday Dec. 24 to Thursday Dec. 26th

Tuesday Dec. 31st to Thursday Jan. 2nd

��������������������
Tickets 1 10 20 40
Preschool $1 $9 $17 $32
Child $2 $18 $34 $64
Adult $3.25 $29.25 $55.25 $104
Family $7.00

ADULT FITNESS WINTER PRE-REGISTRATION
Classes start January 13, 2003 (8 week session) at Park Manor School, Mockingbird Dr, Elmira

7:00 – 8:00 pm, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Registration must take place prior to start of class. Call the Recreation Office at 669-1647 ext. 259 for more information

DECA “is for students 
interested in business 
and marketing careers,” 
explained Meyer, helping 
them to develop the 
knowledge, confidence 
and presentation skills 
necessary to succeed 
in the field of  business. 
With a full complement 
of  65 students, DECA is 
popular at EDSS, whose 
association is larger per 
capita than many of  the 
other high schools in this 
region.

At competitions students 
are given case studies in 
their events, after which 
they have 10 minutes 
to be ready to present 
a solution, explained 
Munnings, who competed 
in the full service 
restaurant management 
series.

“My first case study was 
to create a new marketing 
plan to help a full-service 
restaurant plan for the 
departure of  their head 
chef,” added Munnings.

Similarly, Meyer and 

Stephenson were called 
upon to play the role of  
bank representatives 
pitching a ‘college 
save’ program to area 
businesses and students. 

“That presentation 
emphasized com-
munication with my 
partner,” explained 
Meyer. “The judges were 
looking for how you 
shared the floor, how 
your presentation styles 
complemented each other, 
and how confident you 
were as well.”

Skills learned in DECA can apply outside of the classroom
The skills practised 

and learned by students 
through DECA can apply 
outside of  school as well, 
explained Kelly, who was 
required to take on the 
role of  a department store 
manager and develop 
a shipping strategy 
between the retail store 
and an offsite warehouse.

“You need to have 
control of  yourself  
and composure while 
presenting, and that skill 
helps in everything,” she 
added.

With the exception 
of  Munnings, who is 
graduating at the end 
of  this year, the others 
from the group expect 
to return to DECA next 
year. Members will spend 
the remainder of  the year 
boosting interest amongst 
Grade 9 and 10 students.

“The focus is to bring 
juniors in next year,” 
explained Margie 
Cressman, one of  four 
DECA teacher-advisors. 
“We can do that through 
word-of-mouth and 

siblings.”
If  Meyer’s take on DECA 

can be applied to new 
students, EDSS’ DECA 
shouldn’t have a problem 
in again filling its 65 spots 
next September.

“Some people play 
sports. DECA is a chance 
for business students to 
show their skills… even if  
you’re not in business, the 
skills are transferable.”

“It’s excellent for 
business students but 
helpful for anybody,” 
added Munnings.

Continued from page 5
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment .   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192 BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.www.royallepage.ca/elmira

OUR MULTI-LEVEL PLAN STARTING AT $258,900
New model plan is ready... buildling to start soon. Unique design, 2270 SQ.FT, amazing 
kitchen space, main floor family room, 2nd floor great room & laundry, 3-bedrooms, 
2 1⁄2 bathrooms. More plans and prices nearing completion. For further info, call 
Bonnie Brubacher on these Exclusive listings.

PARADIGM'S WESTFIELD ACRES

CORRECTION NOTICE
PLEASE be advised that the correct price on our new model is $258,900. We apologize for 
any inconvenience this may have caused.

ELMIRA REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES BROKER

 

Independently Owned & Operated

Thank You
Merry Christmas

For your friendship, good will and loyalty.
May the happiness and good cheer of the holiday

season be yours throughout the New Year.

Best Wishes for a happy holiday
season and a Happy New Year!

669-3192

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

It is with pleasure that we pause from
the usual routine of business to say

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.

RONALD W. THUR
Broker Res: 669-2555

669-2772

Brad
Martin
Assoc. 
Broker
MVA

Residential
Res:

669-1068

REAL ESTATE LTD.    REALTOR

Julie
Heckendorn

Assoc. 
Broker
Res: 

669-8629

BRAND NEW 4 level backsplit on a 
59' lot (quiet subdivision). Extra-
large kitchen/dining area w/walkout. 
Open concept to large lower level 
family room w/GAS fireplace, large 
windows and walkout to back yard. 
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms. 
Double garage. EXCL. Asking 
$259,900.

HANDYMAN SPECIAL Located 
in the Village of Drayton across 
the street from the Theatre. 4 
bedrooms, two baths and two 
kitchens. Some commercial zoning 
- great for home occupation. Lot 
Size - 66.5' x 132'. MLS $85,900.

ENJOY YOUR HOME & HOLIDAY!
We welcome this opportunity to thank all

of our clients at this festive time.

May the spirit of the season  fill your heart, and 
your home, and may you and your loved ones enjoy 
the warmth of an old-fashioned christmas. We wish 
you the very best for the new year, and we look 
forward to serving you in the future.

669-5426

4-B Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, N3B 2M5
BERT MARTIN

Associate Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY (II) LTD., REALTOR
Your SOLID GOLD Elmira REMAX connection

24 HOUR PAGER

®

LILA BILLING
Associate Broker

December 11
11:20 AM An overnight break and 

enter was reported on Dunke St. 
N. in Elmira. Entry was gained via 
ground-level window, after which 
the garage was entered. Nothing was 
determined to be missing. Damage to 
the window was valued at $50. Police 
have no suspects.
9:00 PM A suspicious person was 

seen in the area of Raising Mill Gate 
in Elmira. A young female was seen 
stumbling down First St. in a disori-
ented manner. The responding officer 
was able to detain an intoxicated 
female young offender, who was 
subsequently charged with a liquor 
offence and returned to the custody 
of her parents.

December 12
5:40 PM A daytime break and enter 

was reported on Venus Ct. in Heidel-
berg. Entry was gained by forcing a 
walk-in back door. Taken was some 
camera equipment and jewellery. 
Police have no suspects.

9:00 PM A three-vehicle collision 
occurred near the intersection of 
Arthur St. S. and Sawmill Rd. outside 
St. Jacobs. All three vehicles were 
southbound on Arthur when a Lis-
towel resident driving too fast for the 
road conditions failed to brake in time 
for the line of traffic at the intersec-
tion and collided with a vehicle driven 
by an Elmira resident. The Elmira 
resident’s vehicle was forced off the 
roadway by the impact, and the Lis-
towel resident continued on to collide 
with a third vehicle, also driven by an 
Elmira resident, which was stopped 
at the lights. There was tremendous 
damage to two of the vehicles and 
minor damage to the third, but no re-
ported injuries. The Listowel resident 
was charged with ‘careless driving.’

December 13
1:40 AM A break and enter was 

reported at the Village Mart on King 
St. N. in St. Jacobs. A loud bang was 
heard in the area, and the complain-
ant saw two male figures leaving the 

scene. The responding officer con-
ducted an unsuccessful search, and 
the canine unit was able to track the 
suspects to an area south of town 
near the railway tracks. Nothing was 
determined to be missing from the 
store and police are continuing their 
investigation.
8:40 AM A patrolling officer was 

southbound on Arthur St. S. nearing 
the railway overpass when a north-
bound vehicle entered the officer’s 
moving radar at a speed over 160 
km/h in an 80 km/h zone. The area 
driver was subsequently stopped by 
the officer, and charged with ‘156 
in an 80.’
9:30 AM Some overnight property 

damage was reported to a vehicle 
parked at 1800 Sawmill Rd. in Con-
estogo. The vehicle’s windshield was 
broken by a beer bottle. Police have 
no suspects.
9:45 AM Threatening words were 

reported on a vehicle parked at a 
residence on Arthur St. S. in Elmira. 

The homeowner reported finding the 
obscenities drawn into the frost on 
her car in the morning. The text was 
photographed by the responding of-
ficer. Police have no suspects.
4:40 PM A single-vehicle colli-

sion occurred on Northfield Dr. E. 
north of Line 86 in Woolwich Twp. 
A Palmerston resident was travel-
ling northbound when they reported 
losing control of their vehicle on the 
roadway, rolling twice into the ditch. 
The vehicle was demolished and the 
driver was transported to Grand 
River Hospital with back and hip 
injuries. No charges were laid due to 
road conditions.
5:40 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred near 7300 Line 86 in Wellesley 
Twp. Both vehicles were westbound 
on Line 86 when the lead vehicle, 
driven by a Kitchener resident, at-
tempted to turn left into a private 
driveway. The trailing vehicle skid-
ded on the slippery roadway while 
attempting to slow down, bumping 
the lead vehicle. There was moder-
ate damage to the vehicles, but no 
reported injuries. No charges were 
laid due to the road conditions.

December 14
1:00 PM A theft was reported from 

the till at a business on Cedar St. in 
St. Jacobs. The clerk was occupied 
with other clients when she heard 
rustling by the till and observed a 
white male, described as tall, 35 
years old, wearing a dark jacket and 
jeans, leave the store accompanied 
by a three-year-old girl. The till 
was left open and there was cash 
missing. The suspect left the scene 
in a powder-blue four-door vehicle, 
last seen turning onto King St. in 
St. Jacobs.

December 15
8:15 AM A suspicious vehicle and 

driver were reported on Dresden Dr. 
in Elmira. A house is under construc-
tion on that road, and the vehicle 
had been parked in front of the site 
for some time. When approached the 
suspect reported that he was waiting 
for someone to meet him in the area. 
A police investigation revealed the 
suspect had a criminal record. No 
charges were laid as the suspect was 
not committing an offence.
12:00 PM An overnight break and 

enter was reported at a business 
located in Birdland Plaza on Oriole 
Pkwy. in Elmira. Entry was gained by 
forcing a rear door, and a moderate 
amount of cash and non-negotiable 
cheques were taken. Police have no 
suspects.
6:40 PM A single-vehicle collision 

occurred on Arthur St. N. near Sandy 
Hills Dr. in Woolwich Twp. An Owen 
Sound resident was northbound on 
Arthur when they lost control of their 
vehicle, skidding off the road and 
into the ditch. There was moderate 
damage to the vehicle but no re-
ported injuries. No charges were laid 
due to the road conditions.

December 16
4:25 PM A theft from a vehicle 

was reported on Duke St. in Elmira. 
Sometime during the six days prior 
to the report the vehicle was entered 
and taken were a Palm Pilot and a 
Telus two-way cellular phone. Police 
have no suspects.

December 17
1:00 PM A two-vehicle parking lot 

collision occurred at 45 South Field Dr. 
in Elmira. A Toronto resident entered 
the parking lot and attempted to 
turn around in the snow-covered lot, 
sliding into the side of a parked car 
owned by the business. There was 
moderate damage to the vehicles 
but no reported injuries. No charges 
were laid.
4:45 PM A two-vehicle collision oc-

curred at the intersection of Lobsinger 
Ln. and Herrgott Rd. in St. Clements. A 
tractor-trailer driven by a St. Clements 
resident was eastbound on Lobsinger 
and attempted a right-hand turn onto 
Herrgott. In the process he clipped a 
hydro pole, subsequently striking a 
parked vehicle belonging to a St. Cle-
ments resident. There was moderate 
damage to the vehicles, but no re-
ported injuries. No charges were laid.
7:40 PM A hit and run between 

a vehicle and bicycle was reported 
on Farmers’ Market Rd. south of St. 
Jacobs. An area resident was north-
bound when they reported striking 
a cyclist. The cyclist exchanges brief 
conversation with the driver of the 
vehicle, allowing the driver to iden-
tify that a language barrier exists. 
The cyclist left the scene, heading 
southbound towards Waterloo. There 
was no damage to the vehicle and 
no reported injuries. No charges 
were laid.

Regional police 
have ramped 
up this season’s 

Reduce Impaired Driving 
Everywhere (RIDE) 
program, and are urging 
people not to drink 
and drive – warning 
that drivers who keep 
trying their luck will get 
caught.

“They will catch you 
if  you elect to drink and 
drive,” warned Elmira’s 
Division 3A Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel. “Please, if  you 
have been drinking, call 
a taxi, call a friend, stay 
overnight – any of  those 
options are available to a 
reasonable person.”

While the RIDE program 
tends to setup in more 
urban locations where 
the roads can allow 
for the stops without 
backing up traffic, they 
are occasionally staged in 
the villages and towns of  
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships. Usually, 
however, impaired 
drivers are caught using 
spontaneous traffic stops 
by patrolling officers.

Knechtel wasn’t aware 

RIDE program in effect
Police urge people to drive sober throughout the festive season

of  any stops planned for 
Elmira, but noted the 
RIDE program hasn’t 
always advertised stop 
locations ahead of  time.

“At one time, they used 
to set up for a period of  
time and then change 
locations as they are a 
mobile RIDE team,” said 
Knechtel. “It (disclosing 
location) serves two 
purposes; number one it 

alerts people to the fact 
that the RIDE teams are 
out there, number two 
it does tell them where 
they are.

“Nevertheless the 
publicity that they’re 
out there sometimes is 
the deterrent that may 
stop people from going 
– whatever stops people 
from drinking and 
driving.”

19 FIRST STREET EAST, ELMIRA
TEL: 669-8511

C.J.
BRUBACHER 

LTD.
TEL: 669-3362

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com
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Phone: (519) 669-5143 • Fax: (519) 669-3560

In a season so serene and still,
We think of peace and of goodwill;

And in spite of the cold and frost and snow,
We’re warmed by thoughts of the folks we know.

Merry Christmas and heartfelt thanks to all of you.

8 Snyder Avenue, Elmira • 669-4111

On the joyous occasion of our Saviour’s
birth, we wish you a Happy Holiday and

pray for Peace on Earth.

43 Arthur St. N.
669-5377

TRUCK & TRAILER MAINTENANCE
CARDLOCK FUEL MANAGEMENT

Come Let Us 
Adore Him!

May the true spiritual meaning 
of the season be with you this 

Christmas and always.

We wish you joy and peace from 
the staff and management of 

Elmira Truck Service.

Have a merry little Christmas, with plenty of warmth and love. 
We’re so pleased you dropped by to see us over the past year, 

and we look forward to your visits in the future.

Village
 10 Church St. W., ELMIRA  669-4374

Pet Food 
Shoppe

We’re wishing you an abundance of 
joy and happiness this Christmas.

You’ve helped make our wishes come 
true this year. Many thanks.

Resident Partners
         James W. Malcolm, CA      James A. Gilson, CA   

 Cheryl Martin-Gray, BSc., CA, CFP      Cathie Wheeler, B. Math, CA
Bruce R. Schott, BSc, CA, CFP

3 4  C H U R C H  S T .  W .   E L M I R A   669-5131

Malcolm, Gilson 
& Co. CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANTS

Hope All Your Christmas 
Wishes Come True

Have a great holiday season and a happy new year. 
Thanks, friends, for shopping at our place. We are always happy to 

serve you, and look forward to your continued patronage.

120 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira  669-2333

Happy Holidays from all of us at:

RAPPING OUT SOME REINDEER WOES

HUGO RODRIGUES

New speed limit     
impossible to enforce

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

We l l e s l e y 
Township voted 
on Dec. 17 to 

support the region in its 
plan to curb speeders on 
Weimar Line following 
a plea from a local 
developer.  

Real estate agent Don 
Shiell asked council to 
support the region’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
to drop the speed on 
Weimar Line by 10 km 
so that his client can 
add a driveway to the 
adjacent land, which 
is currently being 
developed. The current 
80 km speed limit 
precludes his client 
Hans Schilling from 
obtaining a driveway 
permit because the 
entrance is unsafe, 
explained Shiell. 

Regional staff  is 
proposing to reduce the 
80 km speed limit to 70 
km on Weimar Line from 
Kressler Road to 1018 
metres east of  Moser-
Young Road. According 

to staff  reports, the 
road undulations on 
that stretch do not allow 
for adequate stopping 
distance at the existing 
speed limit. 

“I support it but 
reluctantly,” said Mayor 
Doug Bergman, adding 
that local police say it 
will be impossible to 
enforce the new limit 
without a hard shoulder. 
“It’s a dangerous piece 
of  road, if  you put a 
sign up saying 70 km, 
you’re giving drivers a 
false sense of  security,” 
said Bergman.  Based 
on the regional studies 
that suggest speeding 
is not a problem, 
Coun. Mike Edwards 
voted not to support 
the recommendation, 
adding that it was up 
to developers to carry 
road improvements. 
“The region usually 
makes them (developers) 
do what ever road 
improvement they have 
to make to get what 
the region requires to 
have road access,” said 
Edwards.

WHATTUP, RUDOLPH! These students from John Mahood PS in Elmira took to the stage on Dec. 18 as part of the school’s Christmas concerts, 
to educate their fellow students and parents about who really does all the work at Santa’s workshop (the elves and reindeer, of course).
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Santa makes one last stop before the big day

TOWN&COUNTRY

Guelph girl names Foodland mascot

Christmas past and present
Residents from Chateau Gardens reminisce about the good old days

www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 746-6000

from

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira (Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons)

669-4425

MASSAGE THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 

• Hearing Tests 
• Hearing Aids
• Reflexology 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“Meeting all your health & wellness needs”

No referrals necessary.

Juliane Shantz Krista McLeod

For information on our tours or to receive 
our tour brochure, please contact;
Excel Tours
70 Baffin Place, Waterloo, ON N2V 1Z7
Phone: 519 747-1626
www.exceltours.ca
Travel Act #50008934

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Christmas tradi-
tions tend to 
evolve as time 
goes by – some 

changes are good, oth-
ers not so good – but 
one thing that remains 
constant for most people 
is the opportunity to cel-
ebrate the season with 
family. 

“We still get together 
every year,” said Leah 
Martin, a resident of  
Chateau Gardens in 
Elmira, remembering the 
years when 11 children 
would grace her kitchen 
table at Christmas. Yes, 
even though people live 
much farther apart today, 
the family always tries 
to get together, agreed 
husband Elton Martin. 
One of  the Christmas 
gatherings this year was 
actually held in August 
so everyone could be 
there, he laughed. 

There are those occa-
sions when it’s okay to 
break with tradition if  
it makes everyone happy, 
said Leah, who was 
raised as an old order 
Mennonite. In those days, 
the family wasn’t allowed 
to have a Christmas tree, 
but that didn’t stop the 
children from wanting 
one, she said. 

In one instance, she 
recalled breaking with 
tradition to make her 
sister happy. 

“I had a sister that was 
sick for years and she 
wanted a Christmas tree 
so my brother and I went 
into the bush and cut 
down a tree. We brought 
it home and I made flow-
ers from crepe paper to 
decorate it and that was 
the last Christmas she 
was with us,” recalled 
Leah. Everybody ac-
cepted it, even though it 

wasn’t part of  the Men-
nonite tradition. “But 
that was the only Christ-
mas tree we had when I 
was a child,” she added. 

Years later, that tradi-
tion relaxed and when 
Leah and Elton had their 
own children, Christmas 
trees became part of  the 
new family tradition. 

John Hill recalls one 
particular Christ-
mas when his father 
surprised the whole fam-
ily with a tree. “It was 
Christmas Eve and we 
had the children’s ser-
vice  [to attend],” he said, 
remembering how the 
whole family travelled to 
church by horse-drawn 
sleigh. “Dad was the last 
to leave the house that 
night and when we got 
home from the service, 
Santa Claus had been 
there and the Christmas 
tree was settled in the 
corner,” he smiled. The 

tree had been hidden in 
the parlour until Santa 
made his call, he added. 

Of  course for most 
kids even in those days, 
Christmas trees usu-
ally meant that presents 
weren’t far away. They 
weren’t quite as elaborate 
as they are now but they 
were just as important, 
said Geraldine Hill. 

“There wasn’t the 
money in those days,” she 
added.  “We didn’t have 
anything gracious when 
it came to clothes but my 
mother was a seamstress 
and that’s when I would 
get a new dress,” she said. 
“That was my pride and 
joy – red plaid skirt and 
matching sweater,” she 
smiled.

Leah’s favourite gift was 
a mouth organ – the only 
music permitted by her 
Mennonite family. “My 
dad had a mouth organ 
and I used to sit on his lap 

and listen to him,” she 
said. “And he knew how 
much I wanted one.”

When Leah was eight 
she received her first 
small harmonica, after 
that it became a tradition. 
“Christmas morning the 
first thing I looked for on 
the side of  the cupboard 
was my little box, after 
that I got a new one every 
year,” she smiled.

And of  course, Christ-
mas fare was always an 
important part of  the 
season.

“In those days, we either 
had a goose or a duck,” 
said John, recalling how 
he would chop off  the 
goose’s head and bleed 
the bird so as not to soil 
the feathers – “they were 
valuable then,” he said. 

“Yes they had lots of  
uses such as stuffing pil-
lows,” recalled Geraldine. 
“We even used the out-
side feathers as dusters,” 

laughed Leah. 
During the Depression, 

however, goose wasn’t 
always available, added 
Elton. “We often had 
chicken.” 

Christmas was very 
much a planned event 
as it is now but the time 
was spent baking and 
preparing food, rather 
than shopping, said Ger-
aldine. If  you lived on a 
farm, the family was also 
busy getting the birds 
ready for other families. 
“I used to pluck as much 
as 14 ducks a day,” said 
Geraldine. It was an ar-
duous task and often cold 
on the fingers, the friends 
agreed.

There was always lots 
of  maple syrup on hand 
to make candies and 
taffy, smiled Geraldine. 
“We baked shortbread 
and every kind of  square 
imaginable.” 

For Leah, the Christmas 

gumdrop cake was always 
a mainstay when she was 
a child. Leah recalls mak-
ing a cake one year only 
to have her mother drop 
it as they were transfer-
ring it onto the plate. 
“That was a good part 
of  Christmas gone,” she 
recalled. Then there was 
the time she made taffy 
and left it outside to hard-
en. When she returned,  
“four mice were stuck in 
it,” she laughed.

Nonetheless, Christmas 
was “a joyous time for us” 
despite the accidents and 
the shortage of  money, 
said Leah. “We made our 
own fun,” she said, add-
ing that the hill outside 
her house was “great for 
sleigh rides.”

The memories are im-
portant but they aren’t 
necessarily better than 
the memories kids will 
develop today. Although 
the friends agreed that 
Christmas has become 
too commercialized, 
there are new traditions 
that are positive. For 
Geraldine the introduc-
tion of  Christmas lights 
was a definite plus. “We 
had candles [back then] 
but they would always go 
out.” And getting around 
is much easier today, said 
John, although families 
live further apart, they 
can still see each other. 
“But I do miss the sleigh 
bells.”

More people are 
involved in goodwill of-
ferings these days, such 
as donations to the food 
bank, said Leah. 

And while grandparents 
often complain that kids 
want too much today, 
wanting more is not ex-
clusive to this generation. 
“I remember when if  you 
got a box of  hankies, that 
wasn’t much anymore,” 
said Leah, with a twinkle 
in her eye.

JOANNE PEACH

The Alma Santa Parade will be held tomorrow (Dec. 22) starting at 2 p.m. on the main street of town. The 
town prides itself on having such a late-season parade, where in past years Santa has ridden various farm 
vehicles ranging from cutters, high hoes and combines. Free hot chocolate and a birthday party for Jesus 
will follow the parade at the Alma United Church.

Say hello to Aggie, Foodland Ontario’s new mascot named by six-year-old Jade Marrow of Guelph. The mascot 
adds arms, legs and a crop of green and yellow string bean hair to the logo familiar to Ontarians seen at vendors 
across the province. Marrow’s suggestion was chosen due to Aggie’s reference to the province’s rich agricultural 
heritage.

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS   Residents of Chateau Gardens (left to right) Leah and Elton Martin and John and Geraldine Hill reminisce about 
Christmases past. 
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RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

Philanthropig program is as relevant as ever
For a generous country, it’s curious how we support farmers

The staff and management  
of DUB-L-E wish you 

all a very merry     
Christmas and the happiest 

of New Years!

DUB-L-E SERVICE CENTRE
390 Arthur Street South, Elmira                 

Thank you to all our 
customers this year. 

669-2015

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira, ON  N3B 3J7

669-1949

May the Christmas 
lights and decorations 
brighten your spirits 
and bring joy to your 
heart.

We consider ourselves 
very lucky to have you 
for a customer. 

T hank you for brightening 

our holidays.

Syd, Cathy & staff

Season’s 
          Greetings 

to you and yours

W o o d s   
a n d   

C l e m e n s
L a w  O f f i c e

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B2Z6

Telephone:(519) 669-5101

Best Wishes to you and 
    your family this Holiday
    Season from staff 
       & management

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

Some people volun-
teer in the soup 
kitchen. Some de-

liver food baskets. Some 
help at the shelter. And 
some donate a hog.

Ontario Pork’s Donate A 
Hog program is one way 
farmers and the agri-
business community 
support special needs at 
this time of  the year. In-
dividuals and companies 
such as Farm Credit Can-
ada (FCC)   which came 
forward with a $2,500 
cheque earlier this week   
give donations to the On-
tario Association of  Food 
Banks. 

Then in February, 
when food bank re-
serves are traditionally 
low, the association dis-
tributes the money to 
individual food banks 
in the province, with the 
money earmarked for 
purchasing processed 
pork products. 

Live hogs never change 
hands. But still, this 
philanthropig program’s 
a winner.

Farmers like it be-
cause it connects them 
to an identifiable need. 
Program founder Paul 
Mistele, a St. Thomas-
area farmer who’s headed 
the campaign since its 
inception in 1998, says 

it’s an excellent way for 
those in the business of  
producing food to make 
a difference for disad-
vantaged families. And 
donors like it because the 
support money is distrib-
uted widely. 

Says John Geurtjens, 
FCC’s Guelph district 
manager: we believe in 
giving back to the com-
munities where our 
employees and custom-
ers live and work.   

Indeed, if  history pre-
vails, gifts to the Donate 
A Hog program will 
ultimately render about 
$12,000 for hungry people 
across the province. Do-
nate A Hog is accepting 
donations now, until Dec. 
31, at 1-877-ONT-PORK.   

The program hasn’t 
changed much since 
Mistele dreamed it up 
in the bad old days of  
rock-bottom pork prices, 
when farmers were los-
ing $80 on every hog they 
sold. Export markets had 
dried up because of  the 
economic downturn in 
Asia, at the same time 
feed prices were rising 
and processors were go-
ing on strike. There were 
too many pigs.

It seemed like an odd 
time for a pork producer 
to be philanthropic. But 

Mistele forecast a sce-
nario where people like 
him who produce food 
would be going broke, 
and actually be the ones 
needing food bank ser-
vices. In that way, he was 
visionary, because a lot 
of  pork producers, es-
pecially small ones, lost 
their farms.  

Thankfully, the situ-
ation’s improved, and 
prices are better now 
that the inventory is on 
a more even keel. But 
the scenario amplified a 
trend that disturbs anti-
corporate factions   that 
is, the decline of  small 
farms. 

They see it as big 
business taking over a 
down-home industry. 
But the fact is, consum-
ers such as them, you 
and me are all to blame   
if  blame is in order   for 
fewer small farms. We re-
fuse to pay realistic food 
prices for pork and other 
commodities, prices that 
reflect the real cost of  
production.

When those costs 
rise, profit margins are 

slashed. And if  you run 
a small farm, you have 
less profit to lose than 
bigger farms. This isn’t 
corporate takeover; it’s 
consumers refusing to 
look in the mirror and 
pay what they should for 

food.
As the Donate A Hog 

program attests, some 
people simply can’t af-
ford to pay more. But a 
lot of  us could.

Ironically, even 
though Canadians are 
Scrooge-like about food 
prices, we’re extremely 
generous when it comes 
to charitable donations 
such as Donate A Hog, 
and even more so with 

foreign aid. We’ve con-
sistently been one of  
the world’s five largest 
food-aid donors, usually 
contributing about five 
per cent of  the global 
amount. That’s huge. 

So why don’t we sup-
port farmers at home? 
Why do we wait until 
they’re near disaster, 
then respond with multi-
million-dollar bailouts?  
I don’t get it.

ACROSS THE GENERATIONS

ENTERTAINING John Mahood Public School students Damien Baxter and Joshua Tobey cheer up seniors 
during a singsong on Dec. 13 at the Leisureworld Caregiving Centre in Elmira. 

JOANNE PEACH
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FLORADALE FEED MILL LTD.
“Finest in quality feeds and service”

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of  Peace.

- Isaiah 9:6

(519) 669-5478 or toll free 1-800-265-6126

We send our best wishes for a 
joyous holiday with our sincere 
gratitude for your patronage.

This holiday season,   let us remember the 
true meaning of Christmas — the miracle of a 

babe, born in a manager. May his love ring 
out to the world. Peace on Earth, good 

will towards men.
~Raymond, Rob, Eric, Henry, Maynard, Stuart

Prince of Peace

TIRE STORES
35 Howard Ave., Elmira   669-3232

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

“Give a man a fish, you 
feed him for a day. Teach 
a man to fish and you feed 
him for a lifetime.” – Chi-
nese proverb

The thinking behind 
that proverb drives 
community founda-

tions from coast-to-coast 
in Canada – and increas-
ingly throughout the 
world thanks to the work 
of  Jane Humphries.

A resident of  Heidel-
berg, Humphries worked 
for the K-W Commu-
nity Foundation for nine 
years before moving to 
Community Foundations 
of  Canada’s (CFC) Water-
loo office.

As part of  a global 
network of  community 
foundations, Humphries’ 
work took her to São 
Paulo, Brazil last month 
to help Brazil’s Institute 
for the Development of  
Social Investment es-
tablish the permanent 
endowments that provide 
a stable backbone for so-
cial services.

“(The institute) was 
really interested in CFC 
– and myself  particu-
larly – in coming because 
they’re really ready to 
move into the next stage 
of  their development,” 
said Humphries, explain-
ing that the institute’s 
work showed they are at 
the right stage to start 
building community 
foundations – defined 
as “building a perma-
nent resource of  money, 
through an endowment 
that exists in perpetuity.” 
Interest from that en-
dowment is then used to 
fund community groups 
through grants.

Even with a population 
of  170 million and the 
tenth largest economy 
in the world, Brazil’s 
quality of  life falls below 

Building a global foundation for community
Heidelberg resident exchanges tips on community foundations with Brazil

many of  its South Ameri-
can neighbours. Though 
there are community 
service organizations 
on the ground in most 
cities, their funding is 
spent addressing imme-
diate needs; rarely are 
funds raised to create the 
endowments that could 
provide long-term sup-
port.

“We’re also consider-
ing doing some major 
funding for this orga-
nization through CIDA 
(Canadian International 
Development Agency). 
So we were there to check 
out how that might work 
and what role CFC could 
play as an intermediary 
between the organization 
in Brazil and CIDA.

“In Canada, we’re cer-
tainly further advanced 
as far as developing 
community foundations 
and developing perma-
nent endowment funds 
and thinking through 
how we’re going to work 
with donors and philan-
thropists. Brazil is really 
just starting on that jour-
ney,” said Humphries, 
adding “there are no 
opportunities yet in 
Brazil for permanent 
endowment. The money 
is flowing through imme-
diately to try to address 
some of  these concerns.”

While in São Paulo 
and the surrounding 
villages of  Limeira and 
Santa Barbara de Oeste, 
Humphries met with rep-
resentatives from several 
organizations eager to es-
tablish stable, long-term 
funding sources.

One such organiza-
tion, founded by two 
Brazilian soccer players, 
was ‘Fundação Gol da 
Letra,’ which provides 
after-school literacy and 
recreational activities 
in one of  the poorest re-
gions of  São Paulo. That 
group is trying to move 
towards a community 

foundation model, using 
the soccer players’ fame 
as a drawing card for do-
nations.

“What was neat about 
this exchange is that they 
were trying to move that 
up a level, and look at 
some of  the root causes 
and effects and have some 
opportunities for long-
lasting change – trying to 
do some preventive stuff, 
not just responding,” 
added Humphries.

“You need somebody 
who’s got the bigger pic-
ture that can look at the 
whole thing and say what 
are the issues in this par-
ticular village? How do 
we connect there? How 
do have some leadership 
going on there?”

It’s working through 
those issues that made the 
exchange interesting for 
Humphries, who pointed 
out the difference in the 
source of  donations as an 
example. Canadian foun-
dations depend largely on 
private donations from 
individuals, supported by 
tax legislation and incen-
tives.

“In Brazil, it’s the 
opposite; they’re tar-
geting their local and 
multinationals (corpo-
rations), and they have 
a strong sense of  what 
we call corporate social 
responsibility. Those 
are the groups that 
are really helping to 
develop this sense of  com-
munity philanthropy,” 
said Humphries.

By exchanging notes 
on donor recruitment, 
Humphries shared Ca-
nadian strategies for 
approaching individual 
donors, and learnt some 
strategies from the Brazil-
ian institute on involving 
more companies in com-
munity foundations.

With all the differences 
and sharing of  knowledge, 
the impression that will re-
main with her longest from 

this exchange however is 
seeing how community is 
a global concept.

“I was struck by how 
community is the same 
across the world no mat-
ter where you are. It’s 
groups of  people coming 
together who really care 
about where they live. 
They want to have a com-
munity that supports 
their families, their chil-
dren, provides them with 
their livelihood and is a 
safe and secure place to 
be. We all have the same 
dreams and desires, no 
matter where we live.”

BUILDING BLOCK Heidelberg resident Jane Humphries used some of these resources from her Community 
Foundations of Canada start-up manual during an exchange to Brazil in November.
While in Brazil she had the opportunity to view community foundations in São Paulo, such as a Fundacao 
Gol da Letra (above) where kids can access literacy resources as well as recreational equipment.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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Individual life insurance • Business insurance
Employee benefi ts programs • Disability coverage

Savings and investment products
Retirement income programs

Nancy Koebel
Kitchener/Waterloo

5 - 2480 Homer Watson Blvd., Kitchener
Bus. 895-2044 Res. 747-4388

Elmira
Truck
Serv ice

Truck & Trailer Main te nance
Cardlock Fuel Man age ment 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON IN SUR ANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Busi ness, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Guaranteed work on new sets of dentures
• No charge for consultation

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n  s t r u c  t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broad way St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Michelle Reay                                        669-0495

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring 
congratulations and  gifts 

for the family and the 
NEW BABY!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long 
distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Serving Your Com mu ni ty for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certifi ed
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L  L I N G  T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of As sist ance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HAN DLING 
& PROCESS ING SYS TEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

Flatulance differs based on digestive systems
STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m., Sunday Noon - 5:30p.m.
Old Country Mill, second level

1441 King Street North St. Jacobs. (519) 664-3951

Sales and Training

519 669-0003
dwitmer@witmeraccounting.comPayroll/Income Tax

Until Dec. 21
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s

Classic
Cinderella

8:00 p.m. Opening Night 7:30 p.m. 
curtain

Saturday mat. at 2:00 p.m.
The Waterloo Stage Theatre

519.888.0000 

Dec. 21
Guelph Chamber Choir presents

Messiah
8:00 p.m.

River Run Centre
519.787.0272 or 519.763.3000

Dec. 21
It’s a Wonderful Life

Dec. 22/02 2:00 & 8:00 p.m.

BE PREPARED THIS WIN TER

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira

669-2884

Q.  From a Hamilton, Ontario 
reader:  “Is it only mammals 
that fart (oops, fl atulate)?  A 
rather exhaustive survey of 
people at work who keep 
snakes or fi sh as pets failed 
to fi nd anyone who noticed 
a fl atulation.  I assume some 
difference in our digestive 
systems is behind this.”

A.  At least some cold-
blooded animals DO 
“pass gas” from the 
vent/cloaca/rectum, 
though the sounds 
won’t be like a mam-
mal breaking wind, 
says Barbara Shields, 
Ph.D., of  the Dept. of  
Fisheries and Wild-
life of  Oregon State 
University.  But it can 
certainly smell just as 
bad, or worse!

In many species, this 
is part of  the fecal 
evacuation process as 
ingested air escapes 

with the voiding.  Pet 
fish fed dried pellets 
often pass a lot of  gas.  
Digestive breakdown 
of  foods by gut bacte-
ria can result in the 
very smelly flatulence 
of  reptiles, especially 
snakes.

“My boa and python 
were the worst, espe-
cially after a high-fat 
meal,” says Shields.  
“There is usually a 
warning gurgling noise 
prior to release.  In 
fact, my 22-year-old 
bullsnake Snippy is 
gurgling away right 
now on the ten mice I 
fed her last week.  A 
large buildup of  gas 
can result in literally 
explosive defecation 
amid a blast of  evil 
wind.  I’ve moved her 
outside in anticipation 
of  the coming event.”

Most noteworthy, how-
ever, are fi shes in the 
herring family (Clupei-
dae) that are able to expel 
air from the swim blad-
der through a unique 
rear duct.  Via muscular 
alteration of  duct size 
and anal aperture, they 
can control the size of  
the bubbles streaming 
out, and hence, control 
the pitch. “In essence, 
these fi sh ‘fart a tune,’ 
used to confuse preda-
tors and communicate 
with conspecifi cs.”
Q.  It’s probably the most 
interdisciplinary of subjects 
imaginable, embracing both 

the rational and irrational, 
social and cultural, trivial 
and profound.  For some, it 
symbolizes freedom, in-
dependence, rebellion, 
for others oppression and 
subjugation.  It can serve as 
occupation, status symbol, 
self-validation, or can make 
a statement about an al-
ternative lifestyle, whether 
feminist, gay, transgender, 
military, religious.  What is 
this busy something encom-
passing almost all of life’s 
endeavors?

A.  Sex, answers Ray-
mond J. Noonan in 
“Psychology and the 
Internet:  Intrapersonal, 

Interpersonal, and 
Transpersonal Implica-
tions,” with choices 
including celibacy, mo-
nogamy, open marriage 
(mono, gay or bi), or 
simple uncommitment, 
or duplicity, the beat goes 
on.
Q.  Chernobyl is virtually 
synonymous with nuclear di-
saster, costing an estimated 
16,000 lives and over $200 
billion.  Was it also a disaster 
for the region’s wildlife?

A.  Not unambiguously 
so, for one of  the great 
puzzles to scientists 
afterward has been the 
region’s thriving and 
even expanding popula-
tions of  species such as 
wild boar, moose, otters, 
waterfowl and rodents, 
say Daniel Botkin et al. 
in “Environmental Sci-
ence:  Earth as a Living 
Planet.” 

This has happened 
in spite of  radioactive 
contaminated soils, 
vast destruction to 
vegetation within a 7-
km radius, decreased 
tree growth, and even 
documented increased 
genetic mutation rates 
for the animals them-
selves.

But these rates AP-
PEAR not to have 
crippled the animal 
populations.  How this 
happened is unclear, but 
it is possible other spe-
cies have benefi tted in 
some ways as humans 
were driven from the 
area.  Just as with the 
mammalian upsurge in 
the wake of  the demise 
of  the dinosaurs, the 
moral here might be 
that it’s an ill eco-wind 
that blows nobody any 
good.

Sanderson Centre
1.800.265.0710 or

519.758.8090
until Dec. 21

A Christmas Story
Thurs. and Fri. 7:30 p.m., Sat. and 

Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Guelph Little Theatre

519.821.0270 

December 21
Meet Me at the Manger – Performances Dec. 21 at 7:00 p.m 
and Dec. 22 at 7:00 p.m. Woodside Bible Fellowship, 200 
Barnswallow Dr. Elmira. Free admission, goodwill offering. 

January 7
Gentle Step Towards Fitness – Tues. 10:30 a.m. If you 
are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fi tness class come 
try this gentle step. A nine week session starting Jan. 
7. Cost $20.25. Registration is ongoing at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

January 9
Seniors On the Go – Thurs. 11:15 a.m. Fitness classes 
for active seniors 55+. A nine week session starting Jan. 
9. Cost $20.25. Registration is ongoing at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre. 664-3794.

January 13 
Gentle Moves  – Mon. 7:00 p.m. A gentle exercise 
class specifi cally designed for people with fi bromyal-
gia & chronic fatigue syndrome. An eight week session 
starting Jan. 13. Cost $20.00. Registration is ongoing at 
Woolwich Community Health Cenre, 664-3794.
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Mon., Wed., 
& 1st & 3rd Fri. 9:00 a.m. An eight week session, cost 
$52.50. Register at Woolwich Community Health Centre. 
664-3794.

January 14
Evening Low Impact and Step Aerobics – Tues. & Thurs. 
7:30 p.m. An eight week session, cost $25.00. Register 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre. 664-3794.

January 15
Better Bones – Wed. 10:30 a.m. An exercise class for 
those with osteoporosis or those wishing to decrease 
the risk of developing osteoporosis. An eight week 
session starting Jan. 15. Cost $20.00. Register at 
Woolwich Community Health Centre. 

VOLUNTEERS AND COMMUNITY PROGRAM
CradleLink,  a Lutherwood-CODA programs, is al-
ways looking for caring Volunteers to provide weekly 
in-home support ot parents with a newborn or twins. 
Vounteer to cuddle babies, provide social support to 
parents and share information on parenting. To Vol-
unteer, please call (519) 884-1666 ext. 285 or email 
mbannerman@lwdcoda.org

Seniors’ Day Program is a community-based program 
designed to meet the leisure and recreational needs of 
disabled and older adults in Woolwich and Wellesley 
Townships. It operates for a full day. A nutritious noon 
meal is provided through Meals on Wheels. Transporta-
tion to and from the program is coordinated through 
Kiwanis Transit or the assisted transportation program. 
For more information about this day of fun, fellow-
ship, and activities, please contact Kim Cusimano at 
669-3023 or 749-0784. This program is operated 
through community Care (formerly Woolwich Home 
Support).
Wellesley Township F.R.I.E.N.D.S. – Nowhere to 
turn?  F.R.I.E.N.D.S. will help you get connected with 
other people and community resources.  Get connected, 
telephone 883-2245 and ask for F.R.I.E.N.D.S. (For 
Wellesley township families with young children.).
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With You In Mind At Christmas time. May you and 
your family enjoy the many blessings that give true 
meaning to the holiday season. We feel privileged 

and blessed to have you as our customers.

3 Elora St. S, Alma
www.buehlerauto.com

Seasons Greetings from:
Ken, Bev, Gary, Rob, Dan,

Adam, Gar, Tim & Brendan

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

Thank you to all our clients 
for their support.
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St. Jacobs 
Country Inn

Tel: (519) 884-9295   
fax (519) 884-2532

5 0  B e n j a m i n  R d .  E . ,  W a t e r l o o

www.stjacobscountryinn.com
email:   sjci@golden.net

Just as the shepherd watches over      
his flock, may the Lord hold you and 
your loved ones in His good graces 

throughout this holiday season. Noel!

RURAL SHOE & REPAIR
1072 GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE

PH: 699-5078   FAX: 699-9354 19 Arthur St. N. (519) 669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd. 21 Industrial Dr.

ELMIRA
669-2884LTD.

On the occasion of our
  Saviour’s birth,

We at Martin’s would like
  to wish you a

Safe & Happy holiday
  season.

YUKKIN’ IT UP Students at St. Clements Catholic School were treated to a second-last day before the 
holidays treat when T.V. Puppetree’s Tom Vandenberg paid a visit to a group of students from Kindergarten 
through Grade 3. He brought along his puppet friends seen here; Bruce the Moose and Sandy Claus, who 
entertained with other puppet friends as Bruce tried to figure out what special talent he could bring to 
Christmas. Seen sharing a smile with Vandenberg, Bruce and Sandy are Grade 3 students (clockwise from 
top left) Quinn Wettlaufer, Emily Tabone, Alicia Koebel and Hannah Hollatz.

MERRY CHRIST-MOOSE

HUGO RODRIGUES

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Having spent a 
year fund raising, 
working part-time 

jobs and cozying up to 
parents for some extra 
cash, eight Elmira Ven-
turers finally left for the 
20th World Jamboree in 
Thailand today. 

“All of  them have 

Jamboree takes Elmira Scouts to Thailand
worked hard to go on the 
trip,” Scout leader Brian 
Soehner said, as he bat-
tled to be heard among 
a group of  young men 
that were clearly excited 
about the journey. “And 
we just received some 
Thai Baht (Thai money) 
today,” grinned Soeh-
ner, admitting he was 
equally as excited about 
the trip. 

The Elmira teenagers 
will be among 200 or so 
Canadian Scouts and 
leaders attending the  
event, which is expected 
to attract 25,000 youths 
from around the world. 
The National Scout Or-
ganization of  Thailand 
hosts the jamboree, which 
will be held in Sattahip. 
The Jamboree runs from 
Dec. 28 to Jan. 11.

JOANNE PEACH

CHRISTMAS IN THAILAND  Front row (left to right): Andrew Shusa, Aaron Poffenroth, and Brett Martin; 
middle row: Scout leader Brain Soehner, Scott Seiling and Taylor Poffenroth; back row: Chris Penfold, James 
McKee and Alex Rudow. The Elmira Venturers left Dec. 21 for a Jamboree in Thailand.
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High Efficiency Heating • Natural 
Gas Piping • Air Conditioning

From our family to yours, here’s wishing you a beautiful holiday season.

1-2633 Hergott Rd. ST. CLEMENTS

699-1118 FAX: (519) 699-5273

Martin Mills Inc.
P.O. Box 130
Elmira, Ontario  N3B 3A2
Tel. (519) 669-5171
Fax (519) 669-5982
http://www.martinmills.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES ALL

THE TRIMMINGS OF A SPECTACULAR SEASON.
MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Peter A. Both • (519) 699-4165

HAWKESVILLE
AUTO
BODYLtd.

Catch the Spirit
In a grand tradition, we offer our thanks and

warm wishes for a joyous holiday season.

Serving you for 25 years

May your heart be joyful, and 
your spirit lifted, as we celebrate 

the miracle of Christmas.

Advance
Millwrights Inc.
21 Howard Ave. Unit 3, 

Elmira       669-4200

9 Church St., E. ELMIRA     669-1461
Store Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm

Best wishes for the
BRIGHTEST

OF HOLIDAYS!

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

Have a...
Krazy Kwanzaa

Happy Hanukkah 

Randy Ramadan

Cozy Christmas
from all of us at:

But above
all, keep in
mind the
"ONE" who 
matters.

We’re counting our blessings this 
holiday season, and your kind 

friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from 
our family to yours for a very 

merry Christmas and a healthy, 
prosperous new year.LINWOOD

VETERINARY
SERVICES

3860 Manser Road,
LINWOOD

(519)-698-2610

Happy Holidays!

PLACE YOUR AD IN OUR FAMILY ALBUM
Call 669-5790 for further details & deadline information.

Also, don’t forget to submit your new bundle of joy for the Observer’s 
special BABIES OF THE YEAR feature January 4, 2003.

FAMILYALBUM
Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

BIRTH NOTICE

Peev, Sophie 
Audrey

Our beautiful, healthy baby 
daughter was born December 1st 
at 9:42pm weighing 8 lbs. 7oz. 
Proud parents are Renée (nee 
Knarr) and Alex Peev of Elmira. 
Big sister Zoë is beaming and 
entralled! Sophie is the second 
granddaughter to Audrey and 
Bob Knarr and Jan Peev. Great 
granddaughter to Helen Knarr. 
Aunties Krista and Kim, Uncles 
Ray and Kelly and cousins Jordie 
and Andy are all thrilled with 
the new addition to our family. 
Grandpa Alex celebrates Sophie’s 
arrival from above.
We would like to thank our 
midwives Felice and Maggie, 
Dr. Anstett, Dr. Grinberg, Dr. 
Carruthers and all the staff at 
Grand River for all they have done 
for us and our daughter. Above all 
we thank God for showing us that 
miracles can happen twice in a 
lifetime! We love you Sophie, our 
sweet baby girl.

ENGAGEMENT

Kurtz-Martin
Aden and Debbie Martin of Elmira are delighted to announce the 
engagement of their daughter TAMMARA NATASHA to JACOB 
MICHAEL, son of Ken and Sheila Kurtz of St. Jacobs. The marriage will 
take place on December 28, 2002 at St. Teresa of Avila Church.
May your lives be richly blessed.

HELLOOOO DEARRRR!!!
Happy 18th Birthday Cait.

Love Jocelyn

BIRTHDAY

60th Birthday
Bob “Black”

Love from Mom & Family

BIRTHDAY

PHOTO REPRINTS
ANY ISSUE.
ANY PICTURE.
Available in a variety of sizes, 
and delivered right to your door.

Available Sizes: 
4x6 - $6.49, 
5x7 - $7.49,
8x10 - $12.00

Call 669-5790 for further details or to place your order.  
Also, see full details and information about online 

ordering at www.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.com.
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PO Box 130, Elmira • (519) 669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com
“Proud to be part of the community.”

20 Arthur St. N. • (519) 669-4025

EQUIP MENT LTD.

Established 1972

(519) 669-1619

Elmira
Taxi

“Driving to serve you”

1185 King St. N., St. Jacobs. • (519) 664-2245

1214 Queen's Bush Rd. • (519) 656-2810

Leis Feed & 
Supply Ltd.

53 Arthur St., N. • (519) 669-5720

Box 70, Wellesley • (519) 656-2162

Flr 2 - 57 Arthur St. S. • (519) 669-3836

350 Woolwich St., S. - BRESLAU

C3

GROUP

THE

(519) 638-3008 • 1-800-263-9818 

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

1-800-265-8735 • (519) 698-2082

JONES FEED 
MILLS LTD.

Linwood • Heidelberg • Wroxeter

1220 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley • (519) 656-2725

Wellesley 
Service Centre Ltd.

50 Arthur St. • (519) 669-1661

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIM IT ED

DRINKING AND DRIVING

SHATTERS LIVES
Every year, thousands 
of Canadians die in car 
accidents because of 
drinking and driving. If 
you are going to drink, 
use a designated driver, 
or take a cab. Don’t en-
danger someone else.
DRINK RESPONSIBLY!

The Reason for the Season
Christmas is a time for family, friendships and refl ection...

Places of  Worship for the Holidays
St. Jacobs 

Mennonite Church
1310 King St. N. St. Jacobs 

664-2268

Christmas Eve: 
Dec. 24 at 7pm

(Lessons and Carols)
Sunday Morning Worship

Dec. 22 & 29 services 
at 10:45 am

Trinity United Church
21 Arthur St. N., Elmira 

669-5560

Christmas Eve:
Dec. 24 at 7pm

(communion)
Dec. 29 - West Montrose 
United Church at 9:25 am

Dec. 29 Trinity United Church
at 10:55 am

St. James 
Lutheran Church
60 Arthur St. S., Elmira

669-5591
Dec. 22 Children’s Pagent

Worship service at 10:15 am
Dec. 24 Christmas Candlelight 

Service of Lessons & Carols
at 7:30 pm

Dec. 25 - Communion
Service at 9:30 am

St. Teresa of Avila 
Roman Catholic Church

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira
669-3387

Christmas Eve: 
Dec. 24 at 7pm & midnight

Dec. 25 at 10 am
Dec. 31 at 7 pm
Jan. 1 at 10 am

Bloomingdale 
United Church

860 Sawmill Rd., Bloomingdale
745-0535

Christmas Eve: 
Dec. 24 at 6:30pm

(Young at Heart)
Dec. 24 at 8:00pm

(Traditional communion)

St. Aiden 
Anglican Church

65 Memorial Ave., Elmira
669-1177

Christmas Eve: 
Dec. 24 at 7: 30 pm
(Social hour following)

Sunday service at 11:15 am
All are welcome.

AN UN-BEAR-ABLE WAIT FOR SANTA

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

Order Buying of Stockers
Livestock Trucking

Floradale, ON • 669-3392

TEDDY BEARS With their parents in the audience and the knowledge that Santa Claus is on his way, 
Linwood Public School students, Leah Gloin (left) and Natissa Shantz were more than happy to put on 
their best Teddybear performance at the school’s annual Christmas concert on Dec. 11. 

JOANNE PEACH
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