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Noise complaints 
prompt council 

to change bylaw

Santa Claus comes to town
Jaycees estimate over 1,000 attended annual parade

PHOTOS: HUGO RODRIGUES
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The only thing a teenager wants for Christmas that 
isn’t dangerous, loud or several sizes too large.

Your licence to survive.

579-4800

A Young Drivers of Canada Gift Certificate!
Just about the perfect present for your 

favourite teen.
Available in any amount, and spendable just 

about anywhere in Canada.
A gift that’s equal parts invaluable skill and 

priceless experience. 73 Arthur St. S. ELMIRA 

The ability to drive and survive 
emergencies, as taught by no other driving 
course on earth.

Something a teen will never lose, out-
grow or shove in a cupboard and forget.

And an unforgettable thrill to open 
Christmas morning.

DECEMBER 30, 2002
4 Days

9:00am - 4:00pm

NEXT 
COURSE 
STARTS:

Move to protect 
“double hatters” 

burned in Dec. 11 vote

Queen’s Park 
hoses down 
Arnott’s bill

HOLIDAY BUNDLES Participants in the annual Santa Claus Parade in Elmira Dec. 7 certainly dressed for the occasion. Seen 
up top are some of the kids on John Mahood Public School’s float, who brought out their red hats. Below, left, children from 
the Elmira Community Nursery School look on, while volunteers with the local chapter of Operation Christmas Child (right) 
boxed up their thanks for the community in a festive manner.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The seasonal wish of  
goodwill and peace on 
earth has been lost on 
one Elmira resident, 

prompting Woolwich council 
to amend its noise bylaw at a 
meeting this week.

Despite worries it was using a 
sledgehammer to crush a pes-
ky fly, council voted Dec. 10 to 
extend the prohibition against 
excessive noise to cover a 24-
hour period. The move gives 
Woolwich’s bylaw enforcement 
officer the means to tackle a 
non-cooperative resident who 
has been playing his stereo 
at extremely loud volumes 
during the middle of  the day 
– the previous wording in the 
bylaw only covered the periods 
between 11 p.m and 7 a.m. daily 
and all day Sundays.

Repeated visits to the resi-
dence – which the township 
would not identify – by the 
enforcement officer and Wa-
terloo Region Police had been 
in vein.

“It’s been an ongoing issue. 
The problem is the leverage – it 
seems to be lacking in terms of  
compliance and finding a way 
to obtain that compliance. I’ve 
exhausted all my means and I 
know the regional police have 
too,” bylaw enforcement officer 
Megan Standring told council-
lors in appealing for the bylaw 
change.

The new wording will give her 
the power to tackle this issue, 
which became a problem in 
August, with some 12 formal 

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Santa Claus landed in 
Elmira on Dec. 7, bring-
ing Christmas cheer to 
over 1,000 area resi-

dents lined up along Arthur 

Street South.
The jolly red elf  brought up 

the rear in the annual parade, 
part of  a total of  40 floats that 
entertained spectators for just 
over an hour. As his float made 
its way down the street Santa 
chortled and eagerly asked 

spectators how nice they’ve 
been – joking that several 
people might even find coal in 
their stockings if  they don’t 
shape up.

Parade marshall Pamela 
Stortz summed up the event 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

His private-member’s 
bill having made it 
all the way to a third 
reading, Waterloo-

Wellington MPP Ted Arnott 
admits he was disappointed to 
see his legislation to protect 
“double hatter” firefighters 
defeated in the legislature this 
week.

The Volunteer Firefighters 
Protection Act, Bill 30, was de-
feated in its final reading by a 
vote of  52 to 37 on Dec. 11. 

Bill 30 was drafted to prevent 
firefighters’ associations from 
taking disciplinary action 
against full-time firefighters 
who also serve with volunteer 
departments in their own com-
munities.

“Obviously I’m disappointed 
with the outcome. However, I 
believe that Bill 30 brought an 
important issue to light. There 
has been a comprehensive 
discussion of  the issue, with 
seven hours of  debate,” Arnott 
said, following the decision. 

Arnott proposed the bill due 
to concerns the removal of  pro-
fessional firefighters from the 
volunteer ranks would result 
in a loss of  valuable expertise 
in rural communities. 

Professional firefighter 
unions were strongly opposed 
to the bill, arguing that double 
hatters risked exhaustion 
– a health hazard to themselves 
and fellow firefighters. Others 
felt the bill would pave the way 
for non-unionized part-timers 

See 
page 24

Linwood writer 
pens history
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UPFRONT

North Pole bound
Canada Post shuttles letters between you and St. Nick

HUGO RODRIGUES

Rookies join ranks 
of police force

Getting ready for 
West Nile in 2003

 See DEAR Page 5

Builders break ground 
at new EMS station

Lights, airfield, take off: 
expansion continues HUGO RODRIGUES

O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Missed last weekend’s 
parade? Didn’t get 
the one-on-one with 
Santa you were hop-

ing for? No worries; you still 
have time to write Santa Claus 
a letter that he’ll respond to 
with the help of  his elves at 
Canada Post.

A Christmastime tradition, 
the national letter-writing 
program is in its 18th year and 
sees Canada Post employees 
and retirees donate their time 
to make sure that messages 
to Santa from all around the 
world get answered. 

For anyone who’s counting, 
that was more than one mil-
lion letters last Christmas, said 
Canada Post’s Tom Creech.

“The indication that we are 
hearing now is that the letters 
are starting to come in. We 
found it a little bit slow initially 
and the thought was that might 
have something to do with the 
weather,” said Creech on Dec. 
3. “But dare we say, with the 

ONE JOLLY ELF Cathy Binning is one of the about 20 elves that work for Canada Post in Elmira and help make sure that Santa receives and replies to your letters.

snow on the ground and the 
fact that we are in the month 
of  December, we anticipate the 
letters will really start coming 
in this week.”

Letters to Santa can be ad-
dressed to him at the North 
Pole, postal code HOH OHO 
and dropped off  in any mailbox 
across the country, explained 
Creech. After your letter is 
in the system some 16,000 of  
Canada Post’s elves help him 
answer your letter using some 
Santa-approved tips. Many of  
this region’s letters end up at 
the processing plant in Stoney 
Creek outside of  Hamilton, 
explained Creech.

In Elmira, you also have the 
choice of  dropping your letter 
to Santa inside the post office 
in the specially decorated mail-
box that sits near the counter. 
Those letters are answered by 
some local elves, such as retail 
lead hand Ken Costello.

“Everybody somehow has 
a part in this; whether they 
collect a letter from a mailbox 
or accept one here in the post 
office. We do have a couple of  

people that work just on the 
letters that are volunteering 
their time,” said Costello, add-
ing that the approximately 20 
employees at the Elmira post 
office began helping Santa with 
his letters after he paid Elmira 
a visit on Dec. 7. Once the let-
ters are collected said Costello, 
the first thing the elves do is 
open the letter and look for a 
name and return address.

“Sometimes if  there isn’t a re-
turn address, we have a lot of  
digging to do – so it’s very im-
portant to include the return 
address,” added Costello.

Once opened, continued 
Creech, the elves will read 
through the letter and reply 
to it, sometimes adding a more 
personal touch.

“What we try to encourage 
our folks to do is … to try to 
put a little homily on the let-
ter with direct reference to 
the letter which the child sent 
in,” said Creech. “As we ap-
proach the 25th that may not be 
possible, but certainly if  the 
volunteers have that time we 
encourage them to do so.”

Reading through the letters 
can show the range of  things 
that people are thinking about 
added Creech, pointing to last 
year when a large number 
of  letters to Santa contained 
wishes of  peace and requests 
for Santa to help those families 
affected by the events of  Sept. 
11.

“It’s amazing what the kids 
soak up. They are so aware, 
even at the youngest ages, of  
what is going on out there. 
Children show an amazing 
amount of  compassion towards 
their fellow children,” added 
Creech.

That compassion also dem-
onstrated how international 
the letter-writing program 
is, seeing mail written in 
over 20 languages arrive in 
Santa’s mailboxes. A Web 
page (canadapost.ca/holiday) 
dedicated to the program is 
helping to expand its reach, 
said Creech. Last year 15,000 
emails were received for Santa 
at Canada Post’s headquarters 
in Ottawa, and so far this year 

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
welcomed 15 new officers to its ranks at a 
badge ceremony held at police headquar-
ters in Cambridge Dec. 13.
The recruits will be posted to one of the 

urban divisions in Kitchener, Cambridge or 
Waterloo for a minimum of two years, after 
which they are eligible for transfer to other 
divisions.
It is not expected the new officers will 

affect the current complement serving 
out of Elmira’s Division 3A, said Sgt. Merv 
Knechtel.

Regional council moved Dec. 11 to 
authorize the commissioner and medical 
officer of health to proceed with prepara-
tions for control of the West Nile virus in 
2003.
Council authorized its officer to spend 

$100,000 to monitor and respond to the 
virus, which made numerous appearances 
in birds throughout Waterloo Region dur-
ing the summer of 2002.
At the same meeting it formalized a 

request to the provincial government to 
provide 100 per cent of the funding for 
West Nile control in 2003.

Regional council awarded a $291,000 
tender for electrical and lighting work at 
the Waterloo Regional Airport at its meet-
ing Dec. 11.
Waterloo’s Enasco Ltd. was the success-

ful bidder on the tender, which includes 
runway and apron lighting, a backup 
generator and various other electrical 
upgrades and modifications to the site. 
The new equipment is part of the ongoing 
expansion of the airport’s runway and a 
new terminal.
The upgrades at the regional airport 

should be complete by next fall.

Ground breaking took place at the future 
site of a new EMS station on Parkside Dr. 
in St. Jacobs this week.
Located on land adjacent to the Woolwich 

Community Health Centre, the station will 
provide faster ambulance response times 
to much of Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships, as well as back up existing stations 
in the urban core of the region.
The region plans on having the station 

operational beginning in the spring of 
next year.

The Grand River Conservation Author-
ity (GRCA) reported that attendance at its 
conservation areas and parks was up five 
per cent over last year.
A sweltering hot summer made up for a 

cool, rainy spring season and a dry, warm 
winter.
Of particular note the tubing at the Elora 

Gorge Conservation Area accounted for a 
chunk of the increase, floating $250,000 of 
revenue for the GRCA – which is a 36 per 
cent increase over the 2001 season.
Although the GRCA is content with the 

success of its operations due to the warm-
er-than-average summer, staff are examin-
ing the impact of the increased volume of 
people on the flora and fauna the areas are 
supposed to protect.

Increased attendance 
at GRCA areas
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SS
"Only the Best for our Family & Yours"

temmlertemmler
MEATS & CHEESE

Mon.-Wed. 9-6; Thurs.-Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5
3015 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg    699-4590

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 16 to December 21

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

$3.99

Fresh

lb.

$9.99
4lb. Tray, "Heat and Serve"

Pigtails

ea.

Kielbossa Sausage
Coil Style

$2.39 lb.

Geese Hams
Bone-in

$1.79 lb.

Mini Fresh

Blackforest 
Hams

We are now

accepting orders for 

Christmas Party

Trays, Hams, Roasts, 

Fresh grade 'A' 

Turkeys & Geese
$2.69 lb.

Grade "A"
Turkeys

$2.19 lb.

(in Brown Sugar Sauce)

(Skinless - $1.99 lb.)
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Thank you for your patronage and
we wish you all a Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year.

1025 Alfred St.  LINWOOD 
(519) 698-2472

~from the staff at 
Lloyd Frey’s Garage Ltd.

May your Christmas 
be filled with music and song, 

and God’s special blessings the 
whole season long.

669-8818

Dennis, Durrell 
& Merlin

Happy holidays to our friends. 
Your business is deeply appreciated.

25 Industrial Drive,
Unit #9B, Elmira
Ph. (519) 669-8687

complaints lodged since 
October, she said. It could 
also nip in the bud future 
occurrences as the com-
munity gets larger.

“I don’t believe the situ-
ation is going to lessen as 
our township grows. Ex-
tending the hours would 
give us the leverage and 
put the end to our par-
ticipation and leave it 
up to the proper judicial 
avenue, if  the defendant 

as fun and cold, with the 
nippy morning air keep-
ing both spectators and 
participants hopping 
as everyone waited for 
Santa’s float.

The seven marching 
bands also kept people 
bopping – something the 
Elmira Jaycees take pride 
in as they have always 
been able to attract a 
higher number of  bands 
than parades in larger 
centres – the Kitchener 
parade, for instance, had 
only two marching bands, 
noted Jaycee Bill Thuroo.

chooses to go that route.”
Applying the prohibi-

tion of  excessive noise 
from stereos, radios, TVs 
and like to cover all times 
brings the township in 
line with most of  its mu-
nicipal neighbours, she 
noted.

Still, councillors ap-
peared reluctant to the 
sweeping exclusion.

“There has got to be a 
better way than to sug-
gest we have a bylaw that 

would prohibit anyone 
from playing a stereo in 
their house during the 
day,” said Coun. Ruby 
Weber, who worried the 
wording of  the bylaw 
could be taken too liter-
ally by some residents. 
“Surely we don’t want a 
bylaw that is that restric-
tive.”

Coun. Mark Bauman 
added that the move 
opens up the possibility 
of  someone filing a com-

plaint simply because 
they object to the type of  
music being played by the 
neighbours.

Saying the bylaw is “not 
a blanket interpretation,” 
Standring noted she can 
use discretion in apply-
ing the rules.

Coun. Murray Mar-
tin agreed, noting the 
changes would have no 
impact under most cir-
cumstances.

“I don’t mind changing 

it to ‘all times.’ We’re not 
changing the bylaw, we’re 
changing the times. For 
anybody that’s reason-
able and law abiding, this 
is not going to be a prob-
lem. I’d be happy to give 
her the leverage to deal 
with individuals that 
can’t abide with what we 
have now.”

Woolwich adopted the 
current bylaw, the first 
new noise bylaw in 25 
years, last March.

In approving the 
amendment this week, 
councillors also agreed 
to look at changes in 
provincial trends that 
might affect enforce-
ment. Standring said 
courts are increasingly 
calling for hard evidence, 
such as decibel readings, 
in cases involving noise 
complaints – the town-
ship now relies on more 
subjective monitoring in 
laying such charges.

Noise complaints force council to extend bylaw’s hours
Continued from cover

Other than the floats and 
bands the parade featured 
lots of  sweet goodies for 
the kids, and the collec-
tion of  letters to Santa 
later dropped off  at the 
post office. Stortz noted 
that was a small change 
in the parade from years 
past, as Canada Post staff  
used to collect the letters 
in Elmira but now only 
do so in the Kitchener 
Santa Claus parade.

All the feedback she 
received from spectators 
and participants was pos-
itive however, and Stortz 
said the Jaycees are 

already looking forward 
to next year’s parade, 
noting that it’s never too 
early to get involved.

“We’re always looking 
for more people in the 
parade and more spon-
sors,” said Stortz. “The 
more sponsors we get the 
more bands we can put in 
the parade.”

Continued from cover

Parade a real pleaser

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU! 
These young ladies from the 
Elmira Figure Skating Club had 
nothing but smiles as their float 
travelled down Arthur Street on 
Dec. 7. The skating club will hold 
its annual Christmas skate on 
Dec. 20 at the Elmira Arena.

HUGO RODRIGUES
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RECOGNIZES THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS:

YEARS OF SERVICE:
30th YEAR AWARDS
Allan Brubacher
Glenn Fischer
Melvin Fischer
Scott Foerster

25 YEARS
Bill Ward

20 YEARS
Faye Douglas

CORPORATION OF CANADA

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR ONGOING SUCCESS.

43 Howard Ave., Elmira         Tel: (519) 669-5114

The combined knowledge and experience of the following recipients of service awards
totals 325 years and we acknowledge their career milestone achievements.

Jean Halls
Willian Rhodes
Richard Stumpf
Hugh Watt

15 YEARS
Peter Lareau
Heather Mayberry
10 YEARS
Cheryl HardingWOOLWICH & AREA

Christmas Goodwill Program
Sponsored by:

Woolwich Community Services
Sponsors needed to buy gifts for a 
single child or an entire family or 
donations of cash, new toys, and 
clothing or volunteer manpower.

DROP OFF DONATIONS 
AT OUR OFFICE
Monday to Friday 9-5

 669-5139 
If you are aware of families or individuals 

who could benefit from this program, 
please have them notify us. 

All donors and recipients remain anonymous.

This ad
sponsored
by:

the volume of  messages 
is double what it was last 
year.

For the more tradi-
tional writers who enjoy 
inking their Christmas 
messages by pen though, 
the program is one 
method to teach kids how 
it’s done.

And don’t think the pro-

gram is limited to children 
either – several letters 
arrived in Elmira Dec. 
6 with ‘young-at-heart’ 
penmanship, showing 
Santa’s ability to also 
reach across generations, 
said Costello.

“I don’t think Santa dis-
tinguishes between ages. 
So write one and see what 
you get back!”

Continued from page 3

Dear Santa

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The owner of  a 
Wellesley busi-
ness completely 

destroyed by fire Dec. 6 
hopes to have the doors 
open again early in the 
New Year.

The Bulk Pantry and 
apartments above the 
store were gutted by the 
grease fire, which caused 
more than $200,000 in 
damage and left two 
couples homeless. Owner 
Norma Schmidt said this 
week the cleanup is well 
underway, estimating it 
will take three weeks to 
reopen.

Wellesley district fire 
chief  Roger Battler put 
a preliminary estimate 
of  damages at $225,000, 
pending the outcome of  
an inventory check by 
Schmidt and a full analy-
sis of  the damage.

A cooking element ac-
cidentally placed on top 
of  hot oil in a doughnut 
fryer caused the 6 a.m. 
blaze, which completely 
destroyed the bakery 
and caused extensive 
smoke damage to the 
front of  the store. While 
the three occupants liv-

Damage from bakery fire estimated at $225K
Grease fire in Wellesley bakery guts store and leaves three residents homeless

ing above the store were 
able to escape with no in-
juries, Mickey, one of  the 
tenant’s two cats, died in 
the fire. 

Within minutes of  the 
911 phone call, both the 
store and the bakery 
were “filled with smoke,” 
said Schmidt. While both 
the Wellesley and St. Cle-
ments fire departments 
arrived within minutes 

of  receiving the call, the 
bakery attached to the 
rear of  the main building 
was already engulfed in 
flames and smoke, said 
Battler. This prompted 
firefighters to bring in 
an excavation shovel to 
demolish the bakery to 
prevent the flames from 
spreading to the Bulk 
Pantry store and the 
overhead apartments, he 
explained.  

Still, “at that point it 

had already gone up into 
the ceiling,” he said, add-
ing that the old building 
with numerous false 
ceilings and connecting 
facilities typically burn 
faster.  

“Everything was old 
and quite dry and with 
a grease fire … grease is 
very hot and, with dry 
material, it doesn’t take 
long for that to spread.”  

The fire caused exten-
sive smoke damage to 

the store but there is no 
structural damage to the 
building, Battler said.

Meanwhile, profes-
sional cleaners and 
members of  Schmidt’s 
family have begun the 
task of  cleaning up the 
mess. Most of  the ruins 
from the bakery were 
carted away by the fol-
lowing morning. 

Unfortunately, the 
store was well stocked 
with provisions for the 

Christmas season, said 
Schmidt, who is cur-
rently weighing and 
recording the inventory 
for insurance purposes. 
The timing was not good 
with Christmas around 
the corner, she said, 
adding those Christmas 
sales would have been a 
welcome boost to an op-
eration in the first year 
of  her ownership. 

The last Schmidt heard, 
her tenants Jamie Zehr 
and his fiancée Jackie 
Cabeke were staying in a 
motel in New Hamburg. 
She believes the other 
tenant  is currently stay-
ing at the former Queen’s 
Tavern in Wellesley. 
Schmidt is not sure at 
this time when the ten-
ants will be able to return 
home. She hopes to see 
the building, which she 
purchased in October, 
repaired within three 
weeks or so. “By the New 
Year maybe.” 

Employees at the Welles-
ley Home Hardware store 
are collecting clothing 
and other items for the 
victims of  the fire. 

No charges have been 
laid, said Battler, adding 
that the cause was deter-
mined to be accidental. 
The building and its con-
tents were insured.

JOANNE PEACH

SMOKED OUT   Inside the Bulk Pantry Store in Wellesley, workers prepare to refurbish after the building was gutted by fire on Dec. 6. The owner 
hopes to reopen early in the New Year. 
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NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO
SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$349
LEASE 

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$387
LEASE 

VOISIN’S669•2831
15 Arthur St. N., ELMIRA   HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6; Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

DISCLAIMER: 7% Cash allowances are not applicable on 2003 Liberty & RAM models. Cash allowance on SX2.0 is $500. NO GST is a cash allowance equivalent to the 7% GST amount. 0% fi nance rate is in lieu of cash allowance and varies from 36 month, 48 
month or 60 month term depending on vehicle line and model year - eg. $10,000 @ 0% for 36/48/60 months, payment is $277.77/$208.33/$166.66, COB is $0. Effective interest rates vary from 0% to 7.8% depending on vehicle and term. Security deposit and 
1st months payment (up to $500) are payed on all Gold Key Leases except RAM Heavy Duty. All offers subject to credit approval. All pricing excludes freight, applicable fees & taxes. Lease based on 48 month 81,600km, avg. @ 15¢/KM. See Us for details.

NO GST plus $500 on most 2003’s
NO GST plus $1000 on most 2002’s

Anything 
You Want, 
You Got It

FINANCING
with NO payment for 90 days0%Or

Or NO SECURITY DEPOSIT &
NO FIRST PAYMENT
on Gold Key Lease

Many more new vehicles -- All Sale Priced

2003 GRAND CARAVAN
CASH PURCHASE Or

FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS

Or
NO GST

plus $500 0%

2003 DAKOTA SPORT
CASH PURCHASE Or Or
NO GST

plus $500
FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS0%

CHOOSE:

2003 INTREPID
CASH PURCHASE Or
$21988

Or
FINANCE &
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS0%

2003 DODGE SX2.0
CASH PURCHASE Or

$13988
Or

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

FINANCE WITH
NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS

Stock# C3013

Stock# T3004

Stock# C3004

Stock# V3019

$233
LEASE 

NO 1st PAYMENT 
& NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$306
LEASE 

60 First St. E. (519) 669-5166

From our family
to yours...

Happy Holidays!

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Staff  at the Woolwich 
Community Health 
Centre (WCHC) in 

St. Jacobs are happy with 
what they’re hearing 
from Roy Romanow, but 
are eager to see if  the fed-
eral dollars will follow.

Romanow, the former 
Saskatchewan premier 
who chaired the Com-
mission on the Future of  
Health Care in Canada, 

Taking heart in Romanow’s recommendations
Centre hopes recommendations mean new funds for community-based health care

made a strong case for 
community-based ini-
tiatives in his recently 
released report, explained 
WCHC executive director 
Denise Squire.

Centres such as the 
WCHC are a “real af-
fi rmation” of  the vision 
that Romanow outlined 
in his report, added 
Squire, pointing to rec-
ommendations that the 
delivery of  health care in 
Canada needs to evolve to 
include a more integrated 

approach that stretches 
beyond the notion of  a 
single doctor seeing pa-
tients in a clinic.

Opened in 1989 as a 
storefront operation in 
the core of  St. Jacobs, 
the WCHC was the local 
example of  an Ontario 
initiative to integrate 
physicians, clinical 
nurses and nurse practi-
tioners under one roof, 
complementing their 
skills with outreach and 
community programs in 
preventative medicine. 
With funding for pro-
grams frozen since the 
mid-1990s, Squire hopes 
the commission’s en-
dorsement of  accessible, 
community-based care 
will mean new dollars 
for added staff  and new 

programs.
“Community health 

centres can fulfi ll more 
objectives for reform-
ing primary care in the 
province,” she explained, 
adding that “the province 
needs to enhance commu-
nity health centres and 
increase access through 
this model.”

Though the centre cur-
rently offers a full range 
of  clinical services using 
two full-time physicians, 
three full-time nurse 
practitioners and four 
part-time clinical nurses, 
it hasn’t been accepting 
new clinical patients for 
some time. In fact, Squire 
said the centre currently 
has a waiting list of  260 
people for its clinical 
services.

The successes the cen-
tre has had as it grew 
from its original location 
to its current location 
on Parkside Drive at the 
northern end of  St. Ja-
cobs are in its outreach 
and group programs.

“When we’ve made the 
decision (to stop accept-
ing new clinical patients) 
it was tough, but we had 
to make sure we could 
still provide access to 
our existing patients,” 
she added, stating “what 
we’ve tried to do is de-
velop new programs that 
meet the needs of  the 
community.”

These group programs 
have the potential to di-

vert patients away from 
a reliance on clinical 
services, also leading to 
creating an environment 
where people are able to 
rely on self-care. A good 
example of  this approach, 
she said, is the stress 
management program of-
fered through the centre: 
by learning from the pro-
gram a patient can learn 
to prevent stress, which 
in turn reduces their 
need for medical care to 
deal with its effects.

Squire said with a frozen 
budget it’s been challeng-
ing to increase programs 
while maintaining 
current staffi ng levels, 
adding she thought the 
release of  the recommen-
dations could inspire the 
two levels of  government 
to reintroduce stability to 
the health care system.

“There are many op-
portunities to move 
forward on the recom-
mendations,” she added, 
saying that increased 
delivery of  primary 
care through commu-
nity health care centres 
would be “an opportu-
nity for Ontario to be a 
leader in increasing ac-
cess to health care.”

DENISE SQUIRE

VISIT WWW.WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM FOR 
MORE PHOTOS OF THE SANTA CLAUS PARADE
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to take over jobs that 
would otherwise be filled 
by full-timers. 

Wellesley Township 
Fire Chief  Dave Geil, 
who supported Bill 30, 
said the decision should 
be left up to individual 
firefighters.

“I think what firefight-
ers do in their time off  
is their privilege,” said 
Geil. More importantly, 
“I think if  they are doing 
their job off  duty it makes 
them better fireman for 
when they are on duty.”

With the firefighters 
protection bill defeated, 
Arnott is concerned 
that unions will ha-
rass more volunteer 
firefighters. “If  they can 
be effective in forcing 
volunteer firefighters to 
quit as volunteers it can 
weaken the volunteer 
department,” Arnott told 
the Observer, adding that 
rural fire departments 

are particularly reliant 
on volunteers. 

“It will be interesting 
to see what the union is 
going to do about it now, 
whether they are going to 
push to get paid fellows 
off  the volunteer depart-
ments or not … the ball’s 
in their court again,” 
said Geil. 

A series of  amendments 
to address Arnott’s con-
cerns passed by a 41-38 
vote on Oct. 23. That 
followed the passage of  
Bill 30’s second read-
ing on June 6, 2002. But 
that support started to 
dwindle after the Ontario 
Firefighters Association 
lobbied against the bill at 
Queen’s Park on Nov. 27.

Nonetheless, Arnott 
says the issue has served 
to educate his fellow 
MPPs. 

“Now that MPPS are 
aware of  the contribu-
tions that double hatters 
make, I would encourage 

the Minister of  Public 
Safety and Security to 
continue to work with the 
stakeholders involved,” 
said Arnott.  “My belief  
is now the government 
has to do something in 
bringing the two parties 
together in terms of  
finding another way to 
resolve this and maybe 
there is another way.”

But Woolwich Township 
fire chief  Earl Wideman, 
who also supported Bill 
30, fears relations within 
the fire service have been 
soured. 

“It wouldn’t have mat-
tered if  the bill had 
passed or not passed, 
I think the damage be-
tween volunteer and 
paid firefighters has been 
done.” 

Like Geil, he’s waiting 
to see how the issue will 
affect his firefighters, two 
of  whom are currently 
working as double hat-
ters.

Continued from cover

Paid vs. volunteer firefighters

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Municipal tax col-
lectors have won 
the right to keep 

their historic title after 
appealing a section of  
the province’s new Mu-
nicipal Act, which they 
say diminished the power 
of  the profession. 

“We felt it (the act) took 
away something from 
the meat of  what we do,” 
Grace Marsh, chair of  the 
Association of  Municipal 
Tax Collectors (AMTCO) 
told the Observer. “If  
you’re a home owner and 
you get a letter signed by 
the tax collector of  your 
local municipality – we 
felt it carried much more 
weight than a letter writ-
ten by the coordinator 
of  collections,” she said. 
“We consider ourselves a 
profession.”

AMTCO penned a reso-
lution last month asking 

Tax collectors keep historic title
Title was in jeopardy, residents still have to pay their taxes

the province to reinstate 
the statuary office of  Tax 
Collector into the new Mu-
nicipal Act, which comes 
into play Jan. 1. Since then 
the province revised its 
legislation: allowing the 
municipality to delegate 
any person all or any of  
the powers and duties of  
the deputy treasurer.  “It 
wasn’t exactly what we 
wanted but what it does do 
[is say] anybody who is a 
tax collector can stay a tax 
collector,” said Marsh.

Nonetheless, the 
statutory position of  tax 
collector no longer exists 
despite the most recent 
amendment, said Wool-
wich Township treasurer 
Dan Chapman. 

“Our sense from the 
most recent legislation 
is that the title tax col-
lector has been removed: 
it’s no longer a statutory 
position in the Munici-
pal Act,” said Chapman. 
However, whoever takes 

on the tax collector’s role 
can continue to use that 
title in correspondence, 
explained Chapman, 
adding that the weight of  
the term generally com-
mands more attention 
with professionals such 
as lawyers. 

“There’s a certain 
amount of  clout that 
comes with the title 
of  tax collector, people 
understand what that 
means whereas a title 
like ‘manager of  revenue’ 
(currently adopted by 
Woolwich) does not con-
vey the same authority.” 

Woolwich only changed 
the tax collector’s posi-
tion to ‘manager of  
revenue’ because the 
title did not adequately 
describe the deputy trea-
surer’s job, which also 
embraces other duties 
such as cashier, for ex-
ample, said Chapman. 
“However it is still ap-
propriate to allow her 

(Marion Pollard) to use 
the title of  tax collector 
when appropriate.” 

Wellesley Township 
reorganized its structure 
earlier this year so as to 
make better use of  its staff  
resources, explained chief  
administrative officer 
Susan Duke. As such, the 
township sees no reason to 
make any changes despite 
the amendment, she said, 
adding that the position 
of  deputy treasurer held 
by Theresa Bisch will still 
use the tax collector’s title 
when necessary.

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A planning process 
launched last 
spring bore fruit 

this week as Woolwich 
Township unveiled its 
new strategic plan, a 
course of  action for coun-
cil and staff  over the next 
few years.

Residents can use the 
plan, released at a Dec. 
10 council meeting, as a 
guide to judge the service 
they receive from the 
township.

The document sets out 

Woolwich adopts new strategic plan
Document to act as benchmark to measure peformance

overall direction for the 
municipality and outlines 
specific steps—timetables 
for major projects, skills 
upgrading requirements, 
and the like—to move the 
township in the desired 
direction.

“It’s not meant to sit on 
a shelf. It’s very much 
a working document, a 
desktop reference,” said 
chief  administrative of-
ficer Peter Simmons.

Kicked off  in March, 
the process has helped 
Woolwich define its most 
pressing goals for the 
next few years, he said. 

This will allow council 
and staff  to identify 
where spending – money 
and resources are finite 
– is most needed.

“This really sets the 
tone for where we’re go-
ing,” he noted.

“It provides a level of  
comfort to township 
[residents] that there is 
a vision. This document 
was created to form a 
track for us to stay on.”

As is usually the case 
with these documents, 
the plan is spearheaded 
by vision and mission 
statements.

Vision statement: “The 
Township of  Woolwich 
will continue to meet 
our community’s needs 
through a particular fo-
cus on managing growth, 
roads and infrastructure, 
human resources, com-
munity health and safety, 
and quality services while 
being recognized as a 
leader in the provision of  
municipal services.”

Mission statement: “The 
Township of  Woolwich is 
a municipal corporation 
whose team of  profes-
sional staff, volunteers, 
and elected officials 

design and deliver the 
highest quality services 
possible and community 
leadership to promote a 
healthy and sustainable 
quality of  life and peace 
of  mind.”

Residents here can use 
the document to keep 
tabs on the job being done 
by township officials.

“This is what we said 
we’d do,” noted Sim-
mons.

REGULAR STORE HOURS:  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm 
9 CHURCH ST. E., ELMIRA  669-1461

ALL EUREKA
AND SAMSUNG
VACUUMS
(CANISTERS & UPRIGHTS)15%

OFF
LONGER HOLIDAY HOURS

DECEMBER 20 - 8:30 - 9:00
DECEMBER 21 - 8:30 - 5:00
DECEMBER 23 - 8:30 - 9:00
DECEMBER 24 - 8:30 - 1:00
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Using the big stick

Arnott gets
hosed in vote

» Rozanski gets a gold star
The Rozanski report on the 
province’s education system 
has been playing to rave 
reviews. The ball is now in Ernie 
Eves’ court to see if he can live 
up to the recommendations the 
public wants to see.

» Pass the air sickness bag
In promising to review its air 
security tax, the government is 
not doing enough. Critics argue 
the $24 fee is overkill in an 
industry already plagued with 
fees. Holiday travellers need no 
extra expenses.

Armed and dangerous

QUOT-
ABLES

It boggles the mind to know that Karla Homolka, who is scheduled to be 
released in [2005], will not be included in this database.“ ”Canadian Alliance critic Randy White reacting to the federal government’s plans for a national 

sex offenders’ registry.

OBSERVER STAFF CONTACTS
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MIND OVER
MATTER
UNCLE BOB

The good,

» Plan doesn’t register
Having fumbled with the gun 
registry, the feds now appear to 
be dropping the ball on a  new sex 
offenders registry: the database 
would only include those 
convicted after the  bill becomes 
law, leaving 5,000 off the list

the bad,

& the ugly

Can anyone explain 
to me just what 
this federal gun 

registry was supposed to 
accomplish? Aside from 
wasting money, that is.

Surely even the govern-
ment knows there’s a 
world of  difference be-
tween a farmer who has a 
rifle or two and a Toronto 
drug dealer who’s got a 
9mm tucked in his pants. 
In case they don’t, the 
first guy’s the one who’s 
already got an FAC and 
is looking at more pa-
perwork and more fees; 
the second guy’s the one 
who’s not bothering with 
any of  that. The first 
guy’s easy to get hold of, 
having made an invest-
ment in the community; 
the second guy’s the one 
with the outstanding 
warrants and deporta-
tion order no one can be 
bothered serving.

Which one do you sup-
pose is facing the most 
hassles from the govern-
ment?

Whether it’s $2 million 
or $2 billion (which seems 
more likely), there’s no 
way that registry was 
going to make us safer. 
The people we’re worried 
about sell drugs, do rob-
beries and shoot other 

folks – they’re not going 
to worry about breaking 
some petty rules.

The real answer to re-
ducing the number of  
gun-related crimes – or 
at least making the pub-
lic feel safer – is pretty 
simple: you use a gun to 
commit a crime, you go 
to jail for the rest of  your 
life. Or, better yet, you get 
the death penalty, no ifs, 
ands or buts. That’s a lot 
cheaper. I reckon the $1 
billion already down the 
flusher would buy a lot of  
real justice.

POOL PARTY CRASHED 
BY PARTY POOPERS

Seems like an awful lot 
of  fuss in St. Clements 
over something as 
simple as a swimming 
pool. It’s funny how the 
little things really get the 
juices flowing.

I gotta admit, this one’s 
got me scratching my 
head a bit. On the one 
side, I ain’t too fond of  
folks hootin’ and holler-
in’ at any time, let alone 
when I’m trying to sleep, 
so I can see why folks 

there might be against 
building pools. On the 
other, we’re not talking 
about building a waste 
dump next door.

Now, if  the neighbour 
goes about building a 
shrine to old clunkers 
on the front lawn, I can 
see where I’d be a little 
steamed. But if  a fella’s 
got the bucks to do up his 
property real nice, with a 
cement pond and all, then 
he doesn’t need some 
politician giving him a 
lecture about morality.

POWER CENTRE BETTER 
LOWER MY TAXES

Hey, I ain’t no shopping 
fanatic – the wife’s spend-
ing habits don’t leave me 
with enough for anything 
I want, anyway – but I’m 
happy to see Woolwich 
is finally going ahead 
with that Wal-Mart deal. 
Any damn fool could see 
which way the wind was 
blowing, yet we wasted 
all that time and money 
to wind up exactly where 
we started.

That’s progress?
Anyway, it ain’t so 

much the shopping as it 
is the tax dollars for the 
township’s coffers. Some 
commercial and indus-
trial development will 
bring some more dollars. 
That won’t stop them 
from digging deeper into 
my pockets, but maybe 
they’ll leave me a few 
bucks at tax time. Come 
to think about it, the 
wife’s going to end up 
spending it at those new 
stores.

I’m glad that project’s 
down near the Waterloo 
border, it’s already plenty 
busy down there. Of  
course, between that devel-
opment and what’s going 
on in Breslau, it’s only 
a matter of  time before 
we see the cities moving 
in on our territory. Both 
Kitchener and Waterloo 
are running out of  space 
and we’ve got plenty.

I was down in Kitch-
ener the other day. I was 
driving on a road full of  
new houses and there, 
clear as day, was the old 
Safety-Kleen plant just a 
stone’s throw away. And 
I read how they’re going 
to extend Ottawa Street 
clear through to Breslau. 
Don’t tell me the word 
“annex” hasn’t come up 
in somebody’s brain.

One local resident is about to find out there is 
occasionally some truth to the saying ‘you 
can’t fight city hall.’

The unidentified Elmira man has, by all 
accounts, taken to blasting his stereo throughout the 
day, much to the chagrin of  his neighbours. Repeated 
attempts by the township and police to quell his enthu-
siasm having gone for naught, Woolwich council opted 
this week to change its noise bylaw. The move gives 
officers the ammunition they need to make charges 
stick, appeals to reason and neighbourliness having 
apparently failed.

The move should prove effective – and will likely be 
welcomed by the afflicted – but there is merit to some 
of  the reservations raised around the council table. At 
first blush, changing a bylaw—itself  a new document 
just approved last spring, the first major overhaul in 
25 years—to tackle one uncooperative resident does 
seem like overkill, something akin to going nuclear in 
the battle to control mosquitoes. 

Council’s trepidation likely stemmed from making 
a procedural shift to address a problem with one per-
son. But the decision does set the tone for any future 
conflicts, should they arise. And it recognizes that, 
sometimes, sweeping changes are needed to deal with 
stubborn problems.

And the change shows the importance of  having lo-
cal government that can and will act quickly to deal 
with what, by definition, are very local issues.

An urban-rural divide was in plain view this 
week as provincial politicians shot down Wa-
terloo-Wellington MPP Ted Arnott’s private 

member’s bill. The legislation would have protected 
full-time firefighters who also serve on volunteer de-
partments.

Heavy lobbying by professional firefighters’ unions 
may have been the deciding factor – urban MPPs repre-
sent constituencies where full-time firefighters are the 
norm. Rural MPPs largely favoured Arnott’s bill, rec-
ognizing departments in their ridings are dependent 
on volunteers. The population numbers and resultant 
distribution of  seats did not bode well for Bill 30.

Whatever the motivation behind the votes, the deci-
sion does a disservice to rural communities and to the 
individual firefighters who opt to wear two hats.

There are merits to the unions’ opposition—they 
argue firefighters who answer calls with a volunteer 
force may be overtired, posing a safety risk to resi-
dents and coworkers when responding to emergencies 
at their full-time jobs—the underlying theme is one 
of  control: the unions want to dictate terms to their 
memberships. This divide exists despite opposition 
from within the ranks, as some members want to con-
tinue the practice.

The Ontario Fire Marshal’s office estimates some 
600 to 1,000 firefighters currently serve as two-hatters. 
Across the province, there are 10,000 full-time fire-
fighters and 20,000 volunteers.

Locally, fire chiefs in Woolwich and Wellesley both 
decry the decision to kill Bill 30, arguing that elimi-
nating the full-timers from the roster would have a 
negative impact on all small departments.

In many cases, the participation of  full-time fire-
fighters from the larger departments (predominantly 
Kitchener and Waterloo) brings much-appreciated 
expertise to practice sessions. Often, these firefighters 
are used as training officers as the local departments 
tap into the resources offered by virtue of  the volun-
teers’ day job.

Bill 30 may have died, but it is incumbent on politi-
cians here to keep pushing for the status quo.
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THE VIEW FROM HERE                                                          BY SCOTT ARNOLD

“I want a clock so I can 
tell the time.”

»Ali Hergott

“What’s on your 
Christmas wish 
list this year?”
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The problem with good advice

FOR A RECENT AUDIT REPORT CALL 
THE CCNA AT 1-877-305-CCNA

MY SIDE OF
THE DAM

ALLEN D. MARTIN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“A race car so I can play 
with it.”

» Johnny Giesbrecht

“I want two things, 
a snowmobile and a 
snow board” - a toy one 
that is.

» Ryan Lumgair

“A Barbie train, because I 
want one.”

» Justine Bowman

Sandy Shantz has 
done nothing she 
should be proud about

A “HARMONIOUS” ST. CLEMENTS NEIGHBOURHOOD DECIDES TO GET 
TOGETHER TO FILL A POOL. NO, DRAIN A POOL. NO, FILL A POOL ...

Pools create noise 
and parking problems 
- that’s the reality

To the Editor,
 I would question the 

optimistic and con-
gratulatory tone of  the 
article on the end of  
Sandy Shantz’s term as 
chair of  the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board (Stepping out of  
the chair, Observer, Dec. 
7.) Three times, the ar-
ticle stated Ms. Shantz’s 
ability to keep the board 
“moving forward” and 
quoted Ted Martin, the 
new chair, that she kept 
“focus on the the fact that 
we are working for the 
students, for the kids in 
our system.”  

 This is the same board 
that, under the leader-
ship of  Ms. Shantz and 
her immediate predeces-
sors, has consistently 
implemented the govern-
ment’s agenda to reduce 
Waterloo Region’s public 
education to a mere 
shadow of  its former 
excellence. Her board 
continued cutting school 
budgets, closing local 

schools, reducing staff, 
gutting special educa-
tion programs and 
eliminating opportu-
nities in English as a 
second language .

For the first time ever, 
the board imposed a 
non-negotiated contract 
on a demoralized staff. 
The board voted to pass a 
balanced budget despite 
admitting that children 
were going to be hurt. 

 Congratulations should 
go instead to the chairs 
and trustees of  the Ham-
ilton, Toronto and Ottawa 
boards who had the intes-
tinal fortitude to stand 
up to the Harris-Eves 
government and refused 
to accept responsibility 
for more damage. In two 
of  these three boards the 
government appointees 
have either admitted that 
the budget could not be 
balanced or have been 
embarrassed by being 
caught using “fudged” 
numbers to get it bal-
anced. In those boards 
parents know now with 
whom the real blame lies. 
The government can no 
longer hide behind sub-

servient trustees, nor can 
it insist that all is well. 
Imagine what might have 
happened if  more trust-
ees had had the courage 
to do the same. 

 Ms. Shantz and her 
trustees may have met the 
letter of  the law but they 
did not improve the edu-
cation of  our children. 

Paul Marrow
Winterbourne

To the Editor,
In response to the 

Fernandes pool issue, 
concerned residents in 
the Cora subdivision of  
St. Clements approached 
me, as they sought out 
individuals from outside 
the subdivision to voice 
experiences of  those liv-
ing beside a neighbour 
with a pool.

Regarding Mr. DiBene-
detto’s pool, I have never 
voiced any concerns. His 
comments on not having 
pool parties everyday of  
every long weekend this 
summer are no doubt 
true. I, myself, was away 

every long weekend.
I was also misquoted 

about the frequency and 
duration of  parties held 
by my neighbour Mr. 
Spitzig. Over the past five 
years there certainly has 
been occasions in which 
I have had to call after 
1 a.m. to tell Mr. Spitzig 
to please keep the noise 
down.

There’s nothing person-
al towards my neighbours 
and their pools. In fact I 
find St. Clements to be a 
very harmonious area to 
live. But noises and park-
ing are just the realities 
associated with owning 
a pool.

Paul Giroux
St. Clements

“Mind your man-
ners,” my 
mother told 

me,” and say `please’ and 
‘thank you,’ and don’t 
take the biggest piece of  
pie.”

Back then, it sounded 
like good advice or better 
still - like a philosophy of  
life. But after I had been 
away from home for over 
half  an hour, I forgot ev-
ery word of  it and went 
back to my old, crude 
ways.

“Love your enemies,’ 

the preacher said, “Pray 
for those who persecute 
you, and don’t tell lies.” 
Back then that sounded 
like another good phi-
losophy of  life. But thirty 
minutes after the deacon 
said, “Amen,” I forgot ev-
ery word of  the sermon 
and went back to my old, 
crude ways.

“Eat more vegetables,” 
the doctor said, “cut 
down on salt and red 
meat.” Back then that 
sounded like good advice. 
But thirty minutes after 

paying the bill I couldn’t 
remember which was 
more and which was less.

When I am in the pres-
ence of  good advice, I’m 
a good listener. I open my 
ears and close my eyes to 
distractions. I absorb the 
truth with appropriate 
degrees of  guilt. But my 
problem is that thirty 

minutes later, when that 
advice has cooled for a bit 
and it’s time to make an 
important life decision, I 
just can’t remember what 
it is that I’m supposed to 
do.

Poor memory is a nui-
sance anytime. You have 
to have bigger pockets 
to carry around all those 
letters you forgot to mail. 
You can’t wear a good-
looking ring because it 
gets tangled in the threads 
you wrapped around your 
fingers to remind you of  
something. You can’t call 
home when you are lost 
because you forgot your 
telephone number. Poor 
memory can be a liability 
at times, especially when 
it comes to good advice. 
People who stand around 
and watch you misbehave 

think you are rebellious 
when all the time you are 
simply forgetful.

My solution is portable 
advice. At first I wrote 
down every philosophi-
cal tidbit and carried 
them in my wallet. But 
on an active day I was 
reaching for my wallet 
so often I almost wore out 
my trousers. 

Next, I wrote sage ad-
vice on my palms, cuffs 
of  long-sleeved shirts 
and even on the waist-
band of  my underwear. 
But that brought back 
painful memories on how 
I used to cheat on school 
exams. Then just the 
other week as I was shop-
ping for Christmas gifts, 
I noticed the perfect por-
table transporter of  good 
advice: T-shirts! T-shirt 
wisdom is already an 
acceptable form of  com-
munication. Every day I 
meet hundreds of  people 
who have a philosophy of  
life emblazoned in some 

kind of  statement across 
their chests.

Then I came across a 
magazine which told of  
a gifted university profes-
sor who had composed a 
book of  T-shirt wit and 
wisdom appropriate for 
graduate-level studies. 
So now it just seems logi-
cal that we take the next 
step and start wearing 
good advice around on 
our chests. This would 
end the pain of  trying to 
remember and the agony 
that comes with forget-
ting.

Maybe I should reprint 
all my witty sayings on T-
shirts rather than in my 
weekly column. That way, 
I could travel through the 
rest of  my life, giving out 
all my mother’s expecta-
tions and I’d have a little 
side income as well.

From my side of  the 
dam I wouldn’t have 
to stop to explain my 
strange behaviour to ev-
eryone I meet.
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LEFT OF
CENTRE

SCOTT PIATKOWSKI

Tories still out of the housing business
Chris Hodgson, 

Ontario’s Minister 
of  Municipal Af-

fairs and Housing, came 
to Kitchener last week to 
give the details of  a cost-
shared housing program 
that was first announced 
more than a year ago. The 
federal government com-
mitted $245 million for 
Ontario’s portion of  the 
program and, since then, 
has been negotiating the 
details of  how the prov-
ince would match that. 

It turns out that they 
aren’t matching it at all. 
Over five years, Ontario 
will contribute approxi-
mately $20 million in 
new funding (about four 
per cent of  the total cost 
of  the cost-shared pro-
gram). The balance of  
the province’s “matching 
funds” represents money 
previously spent on un-
related programs such 
as longterm care beds, 
or will actually be con-
tributed by someone else 
– municipalities, chari-
ties, private developers 
and non-profit groups.

Like a poker player that 
comes to the table with no 
money but still wants to 
set the rules of  the game, 
Ontario has neverthe-
less been successful in 
steering the new housing 
program in a direction 
that matches their own 
free market ideology. 

Readers may recall that 
the Harris/Eves Tories 
were elected after prom-
ising to “get out of  the 
housing business.” They 
accomplished this objec-
tive by first cancelling 
17,000 units of  co-op and 
non-profit housing that 
were under development, 
then by cutting more than 
$300 million from housing 
subsidies, and finally by 
downloading to munici-
palities the responsibility 
for funding existing social 
housing. 

The results of  this 
policy direction have 
been predictable. Despite 
the suggestion that the 
private sector would rush 
in to fill the void left by 
killing non-profit hous-
ing programs (especially 
given that the province 
also eliminated rent con-
trol on all vacant units), 
fewer than 2,000 rental 
units per year have been 
built since 1995. The gov-
ernment’s own estimates 
indicate that more than 
18,000 new rental units 
will be needed each year 
just to meet the demands 
of  a growing population. 

At the same time, a study 
recently released by the 
Ontario Non-Profit Hous-
ing Association found 
that each year, Ontario 
loses an average of  50 per 
cent more private rental 
housing than is built. On-

tario actually had fewer 
private rental units in 
2001 than in 1991.

Meanwhile, rents are 
skyrocketing and the 
income of  tenants is 
not. The median renter 
household income is vir-
tually unchanged from 
15 years ago at just over 
$23,000. These 885,000 
renter households have 
approximately $580 per 
month available to pay 
rent – about $300 less 
than the average rent 
for a two-bedroom apart-
ment in Ontario. 

This means that more 
people are at risk of  home-
lessness, more people are 
faced with a choice be-
tween paying the rent and 
having enough to eat, and 
more people are clogging 
waiting lists for existing 
social housing. 

Simply put, Ontario 
needs more affordable 
housing now, but there 
is little chance that the 
units delivered under the 
new federal-provincial 
housing program will 
meet that need. Despite 
the fact that the initial 
framework agreement 
reached last year said 
that “this initiative needs 

to create affordable hous-
ing for low to moderate 
income households,” the 
program announced last 
week will be based on 
“average market rents,” 
not affordable rents. 

Furthermore, there is 
no guarantee that units 
will stay affordable, even 
if  they start out afford-
able. The government is 
promoting the idea that 
these more expensive 
rental units will create 
a “trickle down” effect 
that will free up cheaper 
units. There is little 
evidence that this theory 
has ever worked, or that 
it will work now.

Steering most of  the 
public subsidies into 

private units also con-
tributes to the fact that 
the units will be too 
expensive for low and 
moderate-income renter 
households. Co-ops and 
non-profit groups are eli-
gible for up to a quarter 
of  the units to be devel-
oped, but there are many 
financial and logistical 
barriers to their partici-
pation. 

This preference for the 
private sector is based on 
ideology, not on experi-
ence. 

A 1997 CMHC study 
(conducted by EKOS Re-
search) found that the cost 
to taxpayers of  subsidiz-
ing co-op and non-profit 
housing was far less than 
the cost of  subsidizing 
private developers and 
landlords. After 25 years, 
social housing projects 
cost taxpayers $800,000 
less than comparable pri-

vate rental projects.
Still, it is significant 

that the province has 
felt enough political heat 
due to the results of  its 
misguided housing poli-
cies that it would even 
want to pretend to be do-
ing something about the 
problem. 

“Seven years after On-
tario decided to get out of  
the housing business by 
cancelling 17,000 afford-
able units and cutting 
hundreds of  millions in 
funding, the Province 
has finally realized its 
policies helped trigger a 
province-wide affordable 
housing crisis,” com-
mented Tina Stevens, 
president of  the Ontario 
Council of  the Co-opera-
tive Housing Federation 
of  Canada. “Beyond that, 
there’s little good news in 
this announcement.”

scott.piatkowski@rogers.com

To the Editor,
The latest antics of  

Ernie Eves include of-
fering this feeble rebate 
to hydro customers to 
offset the hundreds of  
dollars’ increase in their 
hydro bills. He appar-
ently is trying to buy 
back support for him 
and his party.  He must 
have a very low opinion 
of  Ontarians if  he thinks 
it’ll work.

Eves’ immense foul-up 
in the hydro industry has 
enraged people all over 
the province, who are fed 
up with the Tories’ drive 
towards privatization.

Eves has accomplished 
the impossible: he made 
the NDP look good. 
Howard Hampton’s 
doomsday predictions of  
astronomical hydro rates 
have come true.

Apart from the hydro 
catastrophe, the Conser-
vatives are also wreaking 

additional havoc in our 
strained education sys-
tem. In their arrogance, 
they’ve stuck their nose 
into absolutely every-
thing, even going so far as 
hijacking school boards 
unable to balance their 
budgets – the Tories have 
no one but themselves to 
blame for the shortage of  
funds.

Their “solution” to 
eliminating the Toronto 
school board’s deficit was 
to hinder the students’ 
ability to learn. They’re 
gutting plans to get new 
computers for the stu-
dents; decade-old ones 
will have to do.  They’re 
also going to lower the 
temperatures in schools 
during the winter and 
raise them in the late 
spring to save energy. Oh, 
by the way, they’re also 
eliminating more than 
425 jobs within the school 
board. 

It’s not as though job 
losses are a concern to 
the Conservatives – they 
are running rampant all 

over this province, sabo-
taging all the systems, 
likely just to make things 
tougher for the Liberals 
who are expected to take 
power next year.

Such carelessness 
and irresponsibility on 
the part of  the Tories 
might cause Ontarians 
to mirror for Eves what 
happened to their federal 
cousins who became too 
arrogant – being reduced 
to two seats. I’d like to 
bet that Eves’ own seat 
wouldn’t be one of  them, 
either.

Mark Johnson
Elmira

To the Editor,
My wife and I had the 

pleasure last month 
to attend a wonder-
ful Remembrance Day 
concert performed by 
the outstanding Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Symphony 
Orchestra. The orches-
tra, under the direction 
of  Howard Cable, played 
memorable songs from 
the two great wars.

A highlight for me dur-
ing the concert was the 
playing of  a composition 
entitled the “Mighty 
Grand” that had been 
commissioned by Ken 
Murray, a long time 
supporter of  the KW 
Symphony Orchestra 
and the local environ-

ment. Several years ago 
Mr. Murray had commis-
sioned a music student at 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity to compose a piece 
about the Grand River 
and it was being played 
for the first time that 
evening.

Dan Warren, assistant 
conductor, announced 
that the music student 
was a resident from 
Elmira who had remem-
bered studying about the 
Grand River during his 
high school career. He an-
nounced that the student 
was Eric Schwindt. Eric 
had been a student in one 
of  my Physical Geogra-
phy classes at EDSS. We 
had spent several weeks 
studying the Grand River, 
a Canadian heritage 
river, its characteristics 
and its importance and 

watched several videos 
on flooding the Grand 
River watershed. We cul-
minated the unit of  study 
with a field trip in the 
Grand River watershed.

As a teacher, I was both 
pleased and proud that 
one of  my students had 
been inspired to transfer 
the knowledge he had 
learned in a geography 
class to an inspiring 
piece of  music. The or-
chestra’s performance 
of  the “Mighty Grand” 
captured in music what 
we had studied in class; 
the tranquility of  the 
river interspersed with 
music that reflected the 
turbulent times of  flood-
ing the river.

It was a wonderful eve-
ning of  remembrance.

Warren Stauch
Kitchener

A past EDSS teacher’s 
special remembrance 
of the Mighty Grand

Eves solution to hydro 
problems is to buy off 
Ontario consumers

wishes to extend a sincere Thank-you to the following businesses and individuals for making our 
27th Annual Woolwich Weekend Hockey Tournament November 22-24, 2002 a success.

MAJOR SPONSORS:  
Home Hardware Store Ltd.   
Kitchener Rangers Jr. B Hockey Club

2003-04 Kitchener Rangers Season Passes won by Ken Bulmer, Kitchener
50/50 Draw won by: Derek Downes, Burlington

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR DRAW TABLE WINNERS!

Elmira & District Association 
for Community Living
Central Source for Sports
Good Auto Parts
Frey's Flowers
Home Hardware
Echo Trends
Country Candles & Gifts
Major Bantam A Team Parents
Carrier
Fackoury's Building Supplies
Floradale Feed Mill
Fortress Trucking Ltd
Minor Bantam A Team Parents
La Vida Decorative Imports, St. Jacobs
Kitchener Rangers Jr. B. Hockey Club
Minor PeeWee A Team Parents
Major PeeWee A Team Parents
Tim Haines — Dennis Varey
Rockway Building Supplies
Conestoga Cold Storage
Horsty's Welding Ltd.
Greenhorizons
Mennonite Savings & Credit Union
Salon DiLoreto
Hybrid Turkey
Belgium Nursery

R. Frede Construction
J.M.B. Sales
Kodiak Retail Outlet
Wicks n' Wax Inc
Thompson Auto Tech
Lee Clemens Insurance Brokers
Pampered & Polished
Guys & Dolls Hair Design
Elmira Video
J.B. Fields
Dunn Heating & A/C
Halton Flour Milling Inc.
GCI Computers
Breslau Art Glass
Blockbuster — Curtis Clairmont
Reebok Retail Outlet, St. Jacobs
Carolyn's Coiffure
The Briar Patch Candle Company
Scotiabank, Linwood
Scotiabank, St. Jacobs
Thoman Tire, St. Jacobs
Ashfield's Fine Clothing, St. Jacobs
Tim Hortons, Bonnie Walker, New Hamburg
Wilkare Tooling Ltd.
John Backewich
KJ's Embroidery
Linwood Sports

Woolwich 
Minor Hockey

OBSERVER
PUBLISHING
SCHEDULE

Next week’s issue of the Ob-
server (Dec. 21, 2002) marks 
the last publication date for 
the year. There will be no pa-
per on Saturday, Dec. 28. Look 
for the Observer in your mail-
box again on Jan. 4, 2003.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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WCS to launch new online jobsite

BIZPORTFOLIO
Chamber to host Kyoto Protocol luncheon Palmerston firm fined $110,000

Moorefield Excavating Ltd. pleaded guilty this week in a Kitchener court in 
connection to the Dec. 11, 2000 death of one of its workers at a job site on 
Gerber Rd. near Wellesly. The company failed to check a backhoe sling, which 
broke and dropped four tonnes of precast concrete piping onto the worker.

Those of you who are looking to make some extra cash this holiday might 
want to consider checking out Elmira’s new jobsite: www.elmirajobs.com 
will be officially launched during an open house celebration between 9 
a.m. and 12 p.m. on Dec. 18 at Woolwich Community Services.   

The Greater Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber of Commerce will host federal 
Environment Minister David Anderson at a luncheon in Kitchener on Dec. 16. 
Anderson will make a presentation about Kyoto, after which he will answer 
questions regarding how the environmental pact will affect area businesses.

Clare Weber's 
Fabricating

22 CONESTOGA ROAD, ST. JACOBS              664-3711

It's beginning to look like our
  favourite time of year.

Family and friends rejoicing for
  all they hold dear.

So at this special time, when we
  give thanks and pray,

We hope you'll accept our wishes
  for a happy holiday. Allen & Suzanne Morrison

Sherry McIntyre • Lisa Gray
Karen Binkley

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira   
669-2632

Season’s Greetings Wishing you a 
Safe and Happy Holiday

THOMPSON’S AUTO TECH INC. 
21 Howard Ave, Elmira  669-4400

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Whether it’s 
nostalgia or 
just the desire 
to play, the 

passion for collecting 
farm toys is on the rise, 
keeping farming equip-
ment suppliers on their 
toes this holiday season.

“It’s really grown and it 
hasn’t stopped yet, that’s 
for sure,” said Eric Sage, 
parts clerk at Elmira 
Farm Service Ltd. The 
purchase of  lim-
ited editions of  farm 
equipment rep-
licas “really 
seems to 
be catch-
ing on,” 
he said 
– after 
s t o c k i n g 
100 models 
of  the most recent John 
Deere replica, the store 
only has 12 left.

Once considered simply 
as toys, farm replicas are 
now a must for equipment 
suppliers, said Alvin 
Burkhart, who works in 
the parts department of  

Big boys and their toys
Farm equipment replicas not just for kids as collectors drive growing market

Edgar S. Martin Ltd. on 
Line 86. “We sell farm 
replicas because people 
expect us to,” he said, 
adding that it is almost 
seen as a value-added 
service. 

“Lots of  farmers want 
something on their shelf  
that is the same as what’s 
in their shed,” he said. 

Then there are those 
who want to reminisce 
about the good old days, 
said Colin Vandermey, 
parts manager at Stoltz 
Sales and Service, Elmira 

Ltd. “A lot of  people 
come in who 

remember 
their dad 
or grandpa 

having a 
certain 
tractor 
on the 
f a r m 

w h e n 
they were kids and 

they want to find a rep-
lica of  that.”

Replicas can be de-
signed on a scale as small 
as 1/64 and as large as 
1/8. Most of  the replicas 
in this area are made by 
three companies in the 

rator with the Canadian 
Agricultural Museum in 
Ottawa, said while farm 
toys have been around 
since the early 1900s, the 
current level of  interest 
is unparalleled. The most 
obvious development in 
the industry has been the 
change in ownership, ex-
plained Klingender. 

“Before the 1970s, farm 
toys were really toys to be 
played with by children 
who used them to emulate 
activities they saw their 
parents doing,” he said, 
adding that the demand 
for antique toys inflated 
the value of  farm toys. 
“Now many farm toys 
are simply collectibles 
they are not intended 
to be played with but 
rather to reside in their 
original package on the 
shelf  … out of  the reach 
of  children or adults who 
are looking for a child’s 
present.”

The trend has es-
sentially erased 
the boundary 
b e t w e e n 
toys and 
m o d e l s , 
he said. 

US: Ertl, Scale Model and 
Spec Cast. They are the 
companies that actually 
decide, which replicas 
will be available. Prices 
for the toys can start as 
low as $4.95 and for the 
precision tractors as 
high as $300. 
That may 
s o u n d 
p r i c e y 
b u t c o m -
pared to real farm 
equipment, which range 
from approximately 
$20,000 to $300,000, the 
miniature version may 
be the only option for 
some tractor lovers. 

Elmira resident Stewart 
Vogel started his collec-
tion 10 or 12 years ago. “I 
collect all colours but my 
favourites are the green 
ones,” laughed Vogel, 
who boasts a comple-
ment of  at least 35 farm 
replicas.

While Vogel likes to buy 
the toys for his grandson, 
he admits most of  his 
purchases are for him-
self. “It’s my main hobby,” 
he said, adding that he 
belongs to a number of  
collector clubs through-

out North America. “I’ve 
bought from Alberta to 
Ottawa and the US,” he 
said adding that he par-
ticularly enjoys shopping 

f o r 
a n -

t i q u e 
r e p l i c a s 

based on steam power. 
For Vogel, the detail and 

the size of  the toy are cru-
cial when he’s deciding to 
invest his hard-earned 
dollars in a new toy.  “I 
like to see them done as 
close to scale as possible; 
the more detail the better. 
They’re more interesting 
… and more valuable.” 

Vogel is not alone. 
Approximately 80 per 
cent of  farm toy pur-
chases are made by 
collectors, estimated Van-
dermay. Burkhart agreed. 
“There’s more people out 
there collecting toys and 
they are always looking 
for something new.”  

Franz Klingender, a cu-

“Initially firms such as 
Studebaker and Avery … 
also offered child-sized 
wagons although the toys 
were accurate in terms 
of  size ... like many other 
toys of  the same period, 
they weren’t an accurate 
representation of  the 
real thing.” That changed 
in the late 1930s when 
firms like John Deere 
and Massey Harris set 
up licensing agreements 
with toy manufacturers 
to produce scale models 
that helped to market the 
real farm equipment. 

It’s quite a different 
game now, one that 
extends to big boys as 
well as their kids, said 
Klingender. Still, “it’s an 
awful lot easier to line up 
a shelf  of  tractors … than 
a shed full of  the real 
thing.”

THIS IS MY FAVOURITE Eric Sage, parts manager at Elmira 
Farm Service checks out the latest replicas from John Deere.

OKAY, LET’S ROLL Alvin Burkhart of Edgar S. Martin Ltd. plays with his TV140. TAKE A RIDE IN THIS Parts manager Daryl Brodhaecker from 
Stoltz Sales and Service takes time out to play on his tractor. PHOTOS: JOANNE PEACH
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Kings give one more chance for Leafs tickets

SPORTSPAGES
Spiking into their season EDSS sweeps hockey tournament

The Elmira District Secondary School boys’ hockey team returned 
triumphant from a tournament held in Norwell last weekend. After a 
4-0-1 tournament record, the boys beat London South in the final by a 
convincing 8-2 to bring home the trophy.

The junior girls’ volleyball team at Elmira District Secondary School 
has gotten their season off to a great start. The ladies started with a 
tournament win last weekend in Goderich, and kept going as they beat 
Grand River Collegiate on Dec. 10 three matches to one.

Tomorrow (Dec. 15) is the last day the Sugar Kings will sell raffle tickets for 
a Dec. 23 Leafs game against the Atlanta Thrashers. The draw will be held 
during tomorrow’s game, with the winner receiving two tickets, overnight 
accommodation and a autographed Dany Heatley hockey stick.

Taking advantage of the winter’s offerings
“Little club that could” sees continued growth in membership, programs

 PRIZE SPONSORS: FAIRWAY LUMBER • MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES LTD • CENTRAL SOURCE FOR SPORTS • PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS
WOOLWICH OBSERVER • ELMIRA BOWL • SELBY’S FRESHMART • FRANK MAHOVALICH • ELMIRA RACEWAY • VOISIN MOTORS

WEEKLY

TOP 
20

COMPLETE LISTING
UPDATE AVAILABLE AT:

www.woolwichobserver.com

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF    
  1. Brewster Pat (1) 182         246       428         46
  2. Brewster Alan 181         243       424         40
  3. Dowdall Jody 188         233       421         43
  4. Fitzsimmons Steve 179         239       418         45
  5. Taylor Murray 184         231       415         45
  6. Hammer Colin 180         232       412         49
  7. Hammer Madelyn 177         235       412         44
  8. Donkersgoed L. 178         234       412         47
  9. Caetano Holly 176         236       412         36
10. Ellacott Mark 186         226       412       42

RK Name  G             ASS        TP       DF
11. Hammer Lynnette 182         229       411         39
12. Cooper Jennifer 166         244       410      40
13. Schinkman Dana 163         246       409         43
14. Morby Ryan 200         209       409         48
15. Trumper Peter 167         241       408         38
16. Brubacher Jim 179         228       407         44
17. Smith Shawn 175         231       406         43
18. Lautenslager M. 175         230       405         38
19. Husquarna 161         243       404         43
20.Schaafsma Jan 172         231       403         43  

SPONSORED BY:

ALL-TERRAIN
MOUNTAIN

BIKE
Hit the happy trails!

VALUE: $350

48 Arthur St. S.ELMIRA - 669-2706

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Go ahead, curse the 
snow and cold weath-
er that descended 
upon the region last 

week, but it’s been a wonderful 
early gift for cross-country ski-
ers who didn’t get the chance 
to ski until after the holidays 
last year.

An attraction to the winter’s 
elements is a common passion 
amongst members of  the Wa-
terloo Region Nordic Sports 
Club, one of  two cross-country 
ski clubs in the region where 
you can pick up and enjoy 
the sport. That attraction is 
catching on, if  the club’s mem-
bership roll is any indication.

Based in Waterloo, the club’s 
members come from across 
a region that stretches into 
Guelph and as far as Brant-
ford, said executive member 
Megan Piercy. In the past five 
to 10 years she estimated the 
club has grown to 125 members 
from some 75.

Originally from eastern On-
tario and used to the sport’s 
larger popularity in that part 

of  the province, Piercy admit-
ted being surprised by the 
club’s outlook and membership 
when she first got involved.

“It’s like the little club that 
could. There’s a group of  
committed people that get a 
lot done. What I enjoy about 

this club is that coming from a 
place where there’s a lot more 
cross country skiing, you have 
five different clubs; one for rac-
ing, one for adult touring, one 
for seniors,” said Piercy. “Here 
where there’s just one we all 
stick together and work togeth-

er so we have all of  those in the 
same club. People can put work 
and effort towards what their 
area is.

“It’s nice to have a few people 
who actually like winter and 
want to get out, because so 
many people in southern On-

tario don’t like winter. It’s kind 
of  neat how people do stick to-
gether.”

Membership in the club al-
lows skiers to access trails 
groomed by the club at Bechtel 
Park in Waterloo, as well as 
participate in learn-to-ski 
programs, cross-country ski 
races and leisurely skis both 
at Bechtel and at Camp Heidel-
berg. With increased numbers 
over the years the club now has 
access to equipment to keep 
trails groomed at Bechtel, and 
has also been able to increase 
the range of  programming it 
offers.

“We have grown steadily be-
cause there’s been some key 
people that do worthwhile 
work to make that happen,” 
added Piercy. “(They) make the 
contacts with the appropriate 
people and put in the advertis-
ing but also have developed 
programs that people are inter-
ested in.”

One of  the larger programs 
offered is the Jackrabbit pro-
gram, the learn-to-ski program 
developed by Cross-Country 
Canada (CCC) that is broken 

 See LEARN Page 16

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

A point is a point, say the 
Sugar Kings as they 
fought back to tie the 

Orangeville Thunder 3-3 on 
Dec. 8.

The tie in Elmira gave the 
Sugar Kings 22 points heading 
into their Dec. 10 game in Kitch-
ener, and kept the Kings tied in 
points for eighth place – and the 
last playoff  spot – in the Mid-
western Jr. “B” standings.

“We definitely need points at 
this point in the year. We have 
to put some points on the board 
to make a bit of  a climb in the 
standings,” said head coach 
Kevin Bloch after the game, 
adding that for the second 
time the Thunder have come 
to Elmira playing to win and 
challenging the young Kings’ 
roster.

Kings manage a tie against Thunder
Come from behind to force OT, firing 45 shots at Orangeville goalie

Coming off  a penalty-riddled 
11-5 lashing from the Guelph 
Dominators the night before, 
Orangeville was able to draw 
first blood at the Lair. Under 
good fore-check pressure from 
the Thunder, a Kings pen-
alty kill line put on the ice 
by a holding call to Andrew 
Coburn was unable to keep 
Orangeville’s Todd Rodger out 
of  the slot. When fed the puck 
off  an Adam Roth shot, Rodger 
tucked it between Elmira goal-
ie Matt Mateja’s pads.

Despite numerous advances 
into Orangeville’s end, Elmira 
was unable to get a shot past 
Orangeville goaltender Adam 
Clarke. The Kings lobbed some 
30 shots at Clarke before their 
first goal. The closest the Kings 
got were a couple of  pucks that 
rang off  the goalposts, some-
thing Bloch said was addressed 
with the team to try and keep 

them from getting discouraged.
“You try and throw different 

things at them, like make sure 

we continue driving to the net, 
let’s really work on getting the 
puck to the net. We’ve got good 

net drive so let’s really try and 
get some rebounds for those 
guys that are going to the net 
hard.”

The Kings eventually got the 
puck past Clarke, gaining mo-
mentum as the clock ticked 
down in the second. Kevin 
Labatte got the honours off  
a screened slap shot from the 
faceoff  circle to Clarke’s right, 
with assists going to Jeremy 
Machin and Stephen Walter.

Skating out from the dressing 
room in the third tied 1-1, Or-
angeville would take the lead 
early on another power play 
goal. With Labatte on a time 
out for high sticking, Thunder 
Scott Hiedman grabbed the 
puck off  a faceoff  in the Kings’ 
end and beat Mateja on his 
glove side.

Machin would notch another 
assist to tie the game up at two 

 See KINGS Page 16

JACKRABBIT SKIERS Braving –13C temperatures at the Chicopee Ski Club seemed easy as these younger members of the 
Waterloo Region Nordic Sports Club gathered Dec. 8 for a lesson. Pictured are Andy Shields, Gavin Shields, Svenja Morgan, Camille 
Chesky, Jens Morgan, Krista Stemmler and Hannah Shields. HUGO RODRIGUES

HUGO RODRIGUES

NOT A PUSHOVER Sugar King forward Kevin Labatte skates the puck forward despite 
the efforts of Orangeville Thunder George Scheurwater in Midwestern Jr. “B” play 
at the Elmira arena Dec. 8. Labatte notched the first Kings’ goal as they came from 
behind to tie Orangeville 3-3.
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For the Kid
in all of us!

P.O. BOX 43, 7293 LINE 86
WALLENSTEIN, ON. N0B 2S0

TEL (519) 669-5176
FAX (519) 669-1997

• Christmas Ornaments

• Keychains

• Riding Toys

• Collector Christmas
    bells on sale

TOYS 
& GIFTS
starting from
$3.99

83a Arthur St., S.
Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Phone: (519) 669-0290
scraphappy@golden.net

www.scraphappystore.ca

• Gift Certifi cates

• Gift Registry

• Workshops

• Memory Albums

• Paper

• Cropping Tools

• Kid’s Supplies

• Scrapbooking

SPECIAL HOURSOpen MondayDec 23 & 3010am-5pm

10 Wyman Rd., Unit 4, WATERLOO
Tel: (519) 746-2650 or Toll Free 1-888-746-2650

We’re Talkin’ Fishin’ Here!

LARGE 
SELECTION
INSTRUCTIONAL
COURSES

 FLY-TYING &
  FISHING SUP PLIES

ACCESSORIES

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Conestoga Mall, Waterloo

K-W SEWING
MACHINES

884-6981
CHRISTMAS HOURS: 

Mon.- Sat. 9:30-9:30; Sun 12-6

Model 
6019QC

$649.95
Model 

6125QC

$799.95
Model 

6260QC

$999.95

Eleven Days Until Christmas
Friday, January 24, 2003, 8:00pm

at the Drayton Festival Theatre

with special guest
SOLITARY MAN

Neil Diamond

Tickets at Drayton Festival The a tre
BOX OFFICE: (519) 638-5555

THE BEE GEES

Tickets 

$27.50

Stayin' Alive
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On thin ice: a winter fishing primer
THE NOT-SO-GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN
STEVE GALEA

Happy Holidays! *Gift Certificates
Available

from

ELMIRA 
BOWL

Merry 

Christmas 
Hours

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 3

from

ELMIRA 
BOWL

669-2833

BACK TO NORMAL

FRI SAT SUN

1-6

MON TUES

WED THURS FRI SAT SUN

MON
TUES

WED

CLOSED

THURS

Happy 

Holidays from 

the Jordan 
Family

CLOSED
1-4

7-CLOSE

CLOSED
FOR

RECOVERY

9-11 1-5
7-CLOSE

1-4
7-10

CLOSED

1-5
7-CLOSE

1-6

1-4
7-10

1-4
7-CLOSE

A while back, I no-
ticed that the lakes 
around here were 

suddenly frozen over. 
Though my memory is 
hazy as to the exact day 
when this happened, 
I’m guessing that it was 
somewhere around the 
same day that cliff  div-
ing season ended for 
me. With that in mind, I 
think it’s about time that 
we deal with ice fishing 
safety.

Let me first say that I 
like ice fishing as much 
as the next guy. And, like 
the next guy, I’d like it a 
whole lot better in Flori-
da from a boat. 

Though I can take the 
cold, I’ll admit that I pre-
fer ice fishing when I’m 
dangling a line from the 
top side of  the ice. The 
sport loses much of  its 
appeal viewed from any 
other perspective. That’s 
merely one of  many rea-
sons why experts advise 
you not to drill a circle of  
closely spaced holes right 
around your seat.

Here are some addi-
tional precautions that 
will ensure that all of  
your auger holes are be-
ing drilled in the right 
direction. 

First off, if  you see an 

angler venturing forth on 
ice less than four inches 
thick, watch him closely. 
The odds are pretty good 
that he’s quite a sports-
man since he’s accepted 
the challenge of  trying 
to outsmart creatures 
that are much smarter 
than himself. Maybe I’m 
cautious, but I’ll even in-
sist on thicker ice in my 
drinks.

Despite only four inches 
of  good ice, the minimum 
for walking individuals, 
I’ve seen adventurous  
types try to drive their 
cars and trucks out to 
the fishing grounds. If  
you do decide to take that 
chance, here’s a handy 
little tip. Either borrow 
a vehicle or tie a long rib-
bon of  blaze orange onto 
the antenna of  yours. 
Not only will it mark the 
spot, but it also shows the 
recovery team that you’re 
considerate and not just 
stupid. This provides 
them with added incen-
tive to try a little harder. 
On the plus side, sunken 
vehicles make great ar-
tificial reefs and, if  you 
can find one, you’ve got 
a prime fishing spot. Get 
there quick enough and 
you need not worry about 
drilling tiresome holes.

Great ice conditions or 
not, an angler should pos-
sess rudimentary safety 
equipment such as cleats 
and ice picks. These 
things will get you out of  
desperate situations.

That’s important be-
cause there are several 
insidious things that the 
ice angler has to con-
tend with. Take, for 
instance, the cold. With-
out a doubt this is the 
most dangerous foe that 
he or she faces. I mean, 
aside from the obvious 
perils of  messy sneezes 
in a crowded ice hut, the 
sniffles alone will drive 
angling buddies into do-
ing unspeakable things 
involving you and your 
bait.  

I won’t go into details; 
let’s just say that some 
folks maintain that this 
is where the term “lot 
size”  originated. As you 
might have guessed, this 
one of  those desperate 
situations where the 
cleats and ice picks will 
come in handy. If  you 
defend yourself  well 

enough, your pals will 
merely banish you from 
the hut and the warmth 
provided by the chili that 
you shared at lunch. 

Exposed such as this, 
there’s the hidden danger 
of  windburn and it’s for 

this reason alone that I 
recommend snowmobile 
suits that don’t have but-
ton up flies. Worse still, 
nasal icicles tend to form 
longish tusks and, de-
pending on how far north 
you are, an angler’s day 
might then be ruined by 
wandering polar bears or 
nearsighted Inuit hunt-
ers. 

But, hey, once you get 
past all this, ice fishing 

is nothing but pure fun.  
Personally, there are few 
other things I’d rather 
do. A true outdoorsman 
doesn’t mind frigid cold, 
bitter wind, slick ice, 
getting skunked and 
drilling hundreds of  
holes through thick ice 
by hand. Then again, 
if  I wore a snowmobile 
helmet, I could always 
stretch out the cliff  div-
ing season ...

points even, feeding the 
puck across the crease to 
Kyle Rank, who made easy 
work of  getting it past the 
goal line to Clarke’s left. 
The Kings would ride the 
momentum of  that ty-
ing goal keeping the play 
in Orangeville’s end and 
wearing down the Thun-
der’s defensive lines and 
Clarke for the go-ahead 
goal at 9:08.

With a scrum in front of  
the net a Steve Reid shot 
from behind the group had 
Clarke looking for a puck 
off  the rebound, which had 
already found Ben Ruthig’s 
stick. Ruthig tossed it over 
Clarke’s shoulder to bring 

down into Bunnyrabbits 
for ages four to seven, 
Jackrabbits for ages eight 
to 13 and Racing Rabbits 
for the speedier skiers 
aged nine to 14. Current 
enrollment for this year’s 
programs is up from last 
year’s group of  about 60 
children, explained the 
club’s program coordina-
tor Ralph Morgan.

“It’s been a very fam-
ily-oriented program. 
Cross-country skiing is 
one of  the few sports that 
the whole family can play 
together,” said Morgan in 
explaining the increase. 
“Within this program 
we’ve always been pro-
moting that parents come 
and ski with the kids and 
be around. By having the 
parents there the leaders 

Learn-to-ski behind growth
Continued from page 13 can use them to help set 

up games or whatever the 
case may be. I think it’s 
very family-oriented, this 
particular club. That’s 
been the basis of  the suc-
cess.”

With volunteers at the 
helm of  the club’s instruc-
tion the children meet 
on weekends to learn the 
skills needed, splitting 
their weekends between 
Camp Heidelberg and 
Bechtel Park. By using the 
Jackrabbit program, lead-
ers have access to CCC’s 
resources and can rely on 
the games that form the 
backbone of  the program.

“Through the games 
there are a lot of  skills that 
can be developed without 
the kids even knowing. 
We play soccer on skis to 
help develop balance, we 

play one-footed soccer to 
develop kicking with one 
foot and gliding with the 
other foot. We play a lot 
of  bean bag-tossing games 
and football and rugby,” 
added Morgan. “A lot of  
these games are developed 
through the Jackrabbit 
program as suggestions 
and they’ll help the kids 
develop their skills.”

The kids also learn the 
hardy nature that goes 
hand-in-glove with cross-
country skiing, seen by the 
group of  kids that gath-
ered for some early-season 
skiing at Chicopee on Dec. 
8. Facing temperatures of  
–13C the rosy-faced group 
of  kids didn’t seem to be 
bothered by the less-than-
ideal conditions as they 
warmed up for some ob-
stacle courses and drills.

Kings salvage tie, take the point
Continued from page 13 the game to 3-2.

Orangeville wasn’t giv-
ing up though, and kept 
the play even as each team 
worked to get the puck out 
of  its zone. A fluke shot 
from Thunder Brett Rob-
inson seemed to rebound 
off  a Kings’ skate and 
past Mateja to tie things 
up with just over two min-
utes left.

Despite a late-period 
scuffle that resulted in no 
penalties the teams rode 
out regulation play to 
force five minutes of  four-
on-four overtime. Neither 
team was able to land 
much during the extra 
play – seen in the total five 
shots at both goalies – and 

both rosters seemed happy 
to walk away from the 
game with their respective 
points.

Bloch hoped the tie would 
get the Kings going on a 
run of  points before their 
Christmas break starting 
Dec. 22, giving them the 
momentum to win this 
week’s other game against 
the Kitchener Dutchmen. 

“It would be nice to pick 
up a few points and store 
them for a stretch drive 
starting at the beginning 
of  next year,” said Bloch 
of  the remaining games 
against Cambridge (Dec. 
15), Waterloo (Dec. 18), 
Guelph (Dec. 21) and Lis-
towel (Dec. 22).

 YOUR WEEKLY UPDATE ON LOCAL BOWLING SCORES
BOWLINGSCORES

The following adults will represent Grand 
River in the Ontario Open tournament:

Men’s Team and their 20 qualifying score: 
Ian Gawel from Waterloo (5310), Steve 
Bleizeffer from Waterloo (5308), Rob 
Himburg from Waterloo (5275), Tom 
Hunking from Stratford (5261), Josh 
Koehn from Waterloo (5176), Terry 
Churchill from Kitchener (5124) and 
Coach Grip Koehn from Waterloo. The 
Ladie’s team will be Lindsey Matheson 
from Kitchener (5048), Donna Preikschas 
from Kitchener (4926), Karole Jordan 
from Elmira (4880), Catherine Laughton 
from Stratford (4772), Samantha Koehn 
from Waterloo (4768), Marlene Crerar 
from Stratford (4634) and Coach George 
Tughan from Elmira. The Mixed team will 
be: Kevin Joseph from Waterloo (5047), 
Shaun Schedler from Elmira (5020), 
Kevin Klein from Waterloo (2019), 
Karen Berg from Waterloo (4631), 
Tammie Mattie from Waterloo (4495), 
Kyla Pike from Waterloo (4459) and 
Coach Pat Schedler.
Mon. Aft Ladies: Tini Hoogkamp 

588(219), Isabel Macintosh 585(253), 
Brenda Luscott 558(210), Yvonne Deen 
555, Shirley Wilken 549(218)
Mon. Early Birds: Leslie Wendland 

669(268), Gwen Patterson 643(229), Barb 
Maxwell 611(256), Jennifer Brubacher 
579(247), Wendy Kopf 548
Tues. +55: Ivan Brubacher 588(233), 

Melvin Snyder 577(214), Sid Brubacher 
552(239), Orton Ginrich 544, Nancy Fry 
541(210), Stan Foell 538, Muriel Hayes 
527(193)
Tues. Mixed: Jim Sauder 664(231), 

Mary Jordan 614(251), Norm Baxter 
515(188), Marilyn Lackner 509(201), Jack 
Soeder 495(186), Vie Martin 488(176), 
Sharon Soeder 481
Wed. +55: Eldon Martin 610(222), Stan 

Foell 605(249), Gord Trapp 599(206), 
Lorraine Kidd 293(210), Bea Read 
574(231), George Adamson 556(212), 
Doris Eix 541(198)
Industrial Men: Scott Cooper 816(304), 

Kurt Wilkie 760(301), Larry Wilkie 
715(322), Ron Tindall 713(283), Larry 
Shoemaker 675(279)

Town Men: Terry Horst 779(294), Darrel 
Schinkel 760(296), Mike Nobel 734, Shaun 
Schedler 726, Percy Felker 686
Mennonite Men: Stew Sauder 

682(309), Brent Horst 678(252), Ross 
Weber 673, Willis Freeman 649(301), 
Dwight Gingrich 633(255)
Youth Bowling: M&M Kids – Cole 

Donkersgoed 123, Cobi Morris 94, Aalt 
Morris 92
Pee Wee: Jennifer Malina 126(65), 

Annemarie Connolly 104(56), Silver 
Schaefer 77(47), Daniel Martin 221(120), 
Aaron Arbuckle 156(101)
Bantams: Kelsy Somers 425(151), Eileen 

Martin 291(140), Courtney Allen 259(104), 
Amanda Sippe 185(78), Julia Bowman 
158(89), Jorden Donkersgoed 406(168), 
Nick Warren 299(122), Jeremy Bowman 
290(122), Jordan Soehner 256(101)
Jrs./Srs.: Mike Habschied 674(290), Matt 

Schedler 629(271), Larry White 605(266), 
Graham Beattie 604(246), Doug Draper 
551(254), Melissa Blake 634(232), Amanda 
Malina 613(262), Michelle Blake 550(199), 
Jen Walter 518, Rachel Perry 498(196)
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

We’re proud to join you and 
your family in sharing the 

miracle of Christmas.

614 Colby Drive, Waterloo
Tel: 884-7070

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Had they come out 
with all cylinders 
firing on Dec. 7, 

the Wellesley Applejacks 
just might have had the 
momentum to topple the 
Tavistock Braves.

The end result, however, 
was a fast, hard-hitting 
game that saw the Apple-
jacks come up short in 
a 4-3 struggle with their 
divisional rival.

“The difference was the 
first period,” said head 
coach Tyler Ertel after 
the game, adding “it’s not 
that we played bad… it’s 
just that they got their 
bounces in (the net) in 
the first period and we 
didn’t.”

A good backhanded toss 
from the slot started the 
Braves’ bouncing, when 
steady pressure in front 
of  Jacks goaltender John 

Jacks end home-and-home series with 4-3 loss
Wellesley’s late-game efforts unable to topple Tavistock

Robinson saw Tavistock’s 
Josh Russell net a goal off  
passes from Cory McKay 
and Mike Albrecht.

The Braves followed up 
with a second marker 
before the Jacks could 
muster a reply, with the 
credit going to Tavistock’s 
McKay. Wellesley’s first 
goal came 22 seconds 
later when a shot from 
Applejack Jarrett Schnurr 
bounced off  Michael Da-
vidson’s goalie pads and 
onto Ryan Gerber’s stick, 
leaving him with just 
enough net to score.

The pace of  the game 
started to gather steam 
after this point, but the 
Jacks were facing solid 
pressure from a Tavistock 
team eager to repay a 5-2 
Wellesley win taken from 
them on Nov. 30. That 
steady pressure landed a 
third goal for the Braves 
before the end of  the pe-
riod, when Arik O’Connell 

and McKay went two-on-
one into Jacks territory for 
the goal. Robinson was left 
shaking his head on that 
one since he was caught 
out of  his crease on an ad-

vancing O’Connell, leaving 
McKay in the clear to lob 
the puck into the net.

With the advantage of  
a leftover power play be-
ing served by Wellesley’s 
Dave Schenkel, the Braves 
would carry their momen-
tum into the second. They 
scored their fourth and 
final goal after less than 
two minutes of  play with 
Tavistock’s Matt Trahan 
deked Robinson for the 
point.

With a 4-1 deficit to con-
template the Applejacks 
decided to one-up Tavis-
tock, applying some heavy 
pressure in the Braves’ end 

and landing some solid hits 
and peppering Davidson 
with 18 shots. With referee 
M. Guardiero letting most 
of  the stickwork and hits 
go unnoticed it was the 
Braves that would suffer 
first when Wellesley capi-
talized on a high sticking 
call to Adam Scheerer.

That goal saw Gerber take 
a pass from Jeff  Litt and 
Wes Hauck, banging the 
puck past Davidson from 
the point. Wellesley’s new-
found momentum would 
carry slowly through the 
rest of  the game as the 
level of  physical play con-
tinued to increase. By the 

third period when Apple-
jack Andrew MacKinlay 
was tossed for a check to 
the head, Guardiero was 
struggling to regain con-
trol of  the game as teams 
struggled to maintain 
some level of  on-ice disci-
pline.

In the midst of  four play-
ers getting tossed from the 
game for ‘verbal abuse of  
an official’ a slashing call 
against the Braves’ Chris 
Witzel gave Wellesley its 
third goal. Schnurr tried a 
wraparound shot on David-
son and the rebound found 
Stephen Romanick in the 
right spot for the goal.

Despite continued pres-
sure and a seething 
Tavistock crew the Jacks 
were unable to score an-
other point, losing what 
Ertel called a ‘playoff  style 
game.’

“Tonight was one of  our 
first real tests, and Ta-
vistock had us up,” said 
Ertel, who’s noticed that 
other Junior “D” league 
teams are taking notice of  
Wellesley. “The majority 
of  teams are really getting 
up to play us.” 

The Jacks’ next action 
is tonight (Dec. 14) in 
Hagersville, followed by 
tomorrow’s hosting of  
Bauer division rivals Ayr 
Centennials, which Ertel 
promised could be another 
good playoff  style game.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
SCOREBOARD

Woolwich Minor Hockey
Girls Novice

Dec. 5
Kitchener Tadpoles 0 Woolwich 5
Goals: Jocelyn Lubertz, Sarah Church, Tori 
Martin, Megan Hovey.
Assists: Sarah Church, Tori Martin, Kayla 
Wideman (2), Lauren Oaks (2), Kayleigh 
Moser, Shoena Hinsperger, Melanie 
Schwartzentruber.

Dec. 7
Kitchener Ravens 3 Woolwich 3
Goals: Carley Horst, Megan Hovey, Tori 
Martin.
Assists: Carley Horst, Tori Martin.

Novice “A”
Dec. 5

Elora 3 Woolwich 3
Goals: Alex Martin, Eric VanGerwen, Tyler 
MacGregor.
Assists: Weston Morlock, Clinton Dechert, 
Kayla Wilging, Kyle Bauman, Adam 
Brubacher.

Dec. 8
Woolwich 3 Elora 0
Goals: Weston Morlock, Clinton Dechert, 
Dalton Taylor.
Assists: Ryan Ament, Logan White, Alex 
Martin, Matthew Hanley, Adam Brubacher, 
Clinton Dechert.

Major Atom
Dec. 7

Woolwich 5 Acton 1
Goals: Graham Stan, James Toronchuk, Troy 
Bauman, RJ Good, Jake Radcliffe.
Assists: Jake Radcliffe, James Toronchuk, 
Graham Stan.

Dec. 9
Erin 4 Woolwich 0

Minor Pee Wee “A”
Dec. 7

Dundas 3 Woolwich 3

Goals: Robert Hinschberger, Mark Fackoury, 
Luke Shantz.
Assists: Jason Young, Mark Fackoury, Robert 
Hinschberger, Ben Ahier, Nathan VanGerwen.

Dec. 8
Woolwich 3 Brampton 2
Goals: Robert Hinschberger, Ben Ahier, 
Nick Roth.
Assists: Nick Roth, Jason Young, Robert 
Hinschberger.

Minor Bantam
Dec. 6

Oakville 0 Woolwich 1
Goals: Michael Dunn.
Assists: Jonathan MacIntyre, Jeff Dumart.

Dec. 7
Owen Sound 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Brandon Rilling.
Assists: Bradley Shantz.

Dec. 8
Woolwich 7 Georgetown 0
Goals: Corey Martin, Jeff Dumart, Shane 
Reinhart, Mitchell Gelfand, Brendon 
Cosgrove, Jonathan MacIntyre, Mark 
Morlock.
Assists: Shane Reinhart (2), Michael Dunn, 
Mitchell Gelfand, Brendon Cosgrove (2), 
Brandon Rilling, Mark Morlock.

Bantam
Dec. 7

Ayr 2 Woolwich Two 2
Goals: Tanner Hackbart, Shane McTavish.
Assists: Tanner Hackbart, Shane McTavish.

Major Bantam “A”
Dec. 6

Saugeen 5 Woolwich 2
Goals: Graham Huber, Patrick Toronchuk.
Assists: Tyler Brenner, Owen Lennox, 
Graham Huber.

Dec. 7
Woolwich 5 St. Thomas 2
Goals: Dustin Martin, Graham Huber, Patrick 

Shantz (2), Owen Lennox.
Assists: Michael Boucher, Patrick Toronchuk, 
Daniel Rhame, Dustin Martin.
Sarnia 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Tyler Brenner.
Assists: Brett Van Gerwen, Drew Barton.

Midget “A”
Dec. 5

Woolwich 3 Elora 2
Goals: Adam Thoman, Brock Zinken, Scott 
Litt.
Assists: Garrett Rank, Steve Johnson, Dan 
Martin (2), Matt Snyder.

Dec. 7
Woolwich 5 Dundas 2
Goals: Brock Zinken, Jared Redekop, Garrett 
Rank (3).
Assists: Dan Martin, Peter Schmidt (2), 
Adam Thoman, Scott Shantz, Jason Weber, 
Josh Smyth.

Dec. 9
Woolwich 3 Elora 2
Goals: Brock Zinken, Scott Shantz, Peter 
Schmidt.
Assists: Dan Martin, Jared Redekop, Chad 
Hepburn, Scott Shantz, Adam Thoman.

Midget “AA”
Nov. 29

Woolwich 1 Guelph 2
Goals: Justin Clark.
Assists: Mike Young.

Dec. 3
Georgetown 1 Woolwich 1
Goals: Blake Martin.

Dec. 4
Stoney Creek 2 Woolwich 4
Goals: Justin Clark (3), Blake Martin.
Assists: Tanner McIntosh, Mike Floto, Mike 
Young, Jeremy Weber.

Dec. 6
Woolwich 3 Flamborough 2

 See MORE Page 20

HUGO RODRIGUES

CAPT. JACK Wellesley Applejacks captain Stephen Romanick skates the puck through the Tavistock Braves’ 
end in play at the Wellesley Arena on Dec. 7. The Jacks were iced 4-3 by the Braves despite good late-game 
pressure.

HUGO RODRIGUES
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The Kings failed in 
trying to start a 
winning stretch on 

Dec. 10, getting iced 5-2 by 
the Kitchener Dutchmen.

Hoping to start a run af-
ter tying Orangeville 3-3 
on Dec. 8 in Elmira, head 
coach Kevin Bloch admit-
ted it would be nice if  the 
Kings could gain a couple 
of  points in the standings 
before the Christmas 
break starting Dec. 22. 
With this loss however, 
the Kings continue to find 
themselves tied for eighth 
with the Waterloo Siskins.

Kitchener’s Kevin Hur-

In a giving mood
Kings offer Kitchener second win in two weeks

ley got the scoring started 
in the first period, beating 
Elmira goalie Erol Kahra-
man off  a rebound from 
Rob Bonhomme. Ed Oliver 
tipped in a point shot to-
wards the end of  the first 
to add a second marker to 
Kitchener’s tally, leaving 
the Kings their goose egg 
to contemplate over the 
break.

Jeremy Machin scored 
the Kings’ first point of  the 
game six minutes into the 
second frame off  assists 
from Chris Martin and Al-
lan Wong. The reply from 
Kitchener came in similar 
fashion to Oliver’s goal in 
the first, with Oliver again 
getting the credit.

The Kings would come 
within one point on a Ben 
Ruthig point shot just over 
a minute later, shutting 
down their scoring for the 
remainder of  the game.

Despite some good of-
fensive chances in the 
third period the Kings 
would allow another two 
goals before the end of  
the game, both a result of  
a Dutchmen player being 
in the right place at the 
right time and tipping in 
a rebound.

The Kings will take a sec-
ond stab at starting their 
points rally tomorrow, 
when they host John East 
and Cambridge Winter-
hawks at the Lair.
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THEARTS
Phil stages Handel’s seasonal favourite

Handel’s Messiah, a seasonal classic, is set to run tonight (Dec. 14) 
at the Centre in the Square. A presentation of the K-W Philharmonic 
Choir, the performance features four soloists and the work of the K-W 
Symphony. Showtime is 7:30 p.m.

Stratford draws record crowds in 50th season
A record number of playgoers helped the Stratford Festival of 

Canada celebrate its golden 50th season, with 672,924 tickets sold to 
plays at the festival’s four theatres in 2002. My Fair Lady, Romeo and 
Juliet, The Scarlet Pimpernel and King Lear were the top draws. 

Choir gives voice to new CD
The Inter-Mennonite Children’s Choir has just released its latest 

CD, “We Are The Children,” a project of the organization’s 35th 
anniversary. It features a selection of children’s choral music, 
recorded last spring. 

This Christmas is white and bubbly
Lawrence Welk show a real traditional take on the holidays

MAY YOUR
HOLIDAYS 

GLOW!
HERE’S HOPING 
YOU HAVE THE 

WARMEST OF 
HOLIDAYS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR WARMING 

OUR HEARTS 
WITH 

YOUR LOYAL 
SUPPORT.

DAMAR FUELS LIMITED
30 Church St. W, Elmira

669-2645

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and all the best in the New Year

9 MILL STREET, ELMIRA    669-5161

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9-6

1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs  
(519) 664-3610

Kolbassa 

Chicken Breasts

Strip Loin Steaks

Side Ribs

Chicken Breast

Monteray Jack Cheese

$3.39/LB

Weekly  Specials
Our Beef is cut from Canada Grades A, AA, AAA

$4.99/LB

$5.49/LB

$3.59/LB

$7.99/LB
New York

$5.99/LB
Deli Sliced, Oven Roasted

We are taking orders for Fresh Grade 
A Turkeys and Hams for Christmas!

Boneless

Rolled & Stuffed

STEVE KANNON
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

More than a de-
cade after his 
passing, and 
some 50 years 

since he hit the airwaves, 
Lawrence Welk contin-
ues to strike a chord with 
the public. That affection 
for his traditional music 
will be on display next 
week as “A Lawrence 
Welk Family Christmas” 
makes its way to Kitchen-
er’s Centre in the Square.

Featuring an array of  
performers from the 
long-running television 
program, the live show 
captures the wholesome 
“champagne music” fla-
vour that made Welk a 
household name. The TV 
show ran from 1955 until 
Welk’s retirement in 1982 
– it’s still a favourite in 
syndication today.

Although Welk died in 
1992, many of  the regu-
lar performers continue 
his legacy today. Along 
with the Lawrence Welk 
Orchestra, the Kitchener 
show includes singing diva 
Ralna English, tap-danc-
ing and marimba-playing 
Jack Imel, jazz clarinetist 
Henry Cuesta, country gal 
Ava Barber and saxophon-
ist Dick Dale.

For Ralna English – in-
terviewed from the show’s 
Branson, Missouri home 

prior to hitting the road 
for points north – the 
Welk experience has been 
a ‘wunnerful’ addition to 
her life since she joined 
the show in 1969.

“I love this job. It’s been a 
gift to me. Who would have 
thought that, after 30 years 
of  this television show, it 
would still be going and 
that I would still be doing 
this – in a million years, 
nobody would ever have 
thought it,” she said, add-
ing the close-knit group of  

performers still marvel at 
the show’s popularity.

“We would not have 
believed it, especially 
Lawrence Welk himself  – I 
think of  him so often, I’ll 
talk to him every now and 
then and say ‘Lawrence, 
do you believe this? Look 
what you’ve done.’ He cre-
ated this phenomenon.”

Welk’s homey nature and 
the for-the-whole-family 
approach account for its 
longevity, English sur-
mised.

“I think it’s because 
generations have shared 
this as a family. It’s a 
family oriented show and 
people have sat down and 
watched this as a family 
for years.”

Children who grew up 
watching the program 
with their parents later 
returned to the show, with 
their own children in tow. 
And so came another gen-
eration of  viewers. And 
then another. And then 
another.

Even today, she said, 
younger people will ap-
proach her at a live show 
looking for autographs 
and willing to share their 
Lawrence Welk experi-
ences. 

And while variety shows 
of  this ilk were once the 
mainstay of  television, 
today the Lawrence Welk 
show is something of  a 
novelty.

“It’s colourful and it’s 
beautiful,” English said of  
the spectacle. “Little chil-
dren just love it because 
it’s so colourful and fast 
and dancing and singing 
and it’s lively. It’s a pretty 
show. You just don’t see 
this kind of  thing on TV, 
you haven’t for years – the 
only music you see on TV 
is MTV.”

The live show’s stop at the 
Centre in the Square prom-
ises a good cross-section 
of  those things that have 

seen Lawrence Welk stand 
the test of  time, she said. 
Singing, dancing, instru-
mentals and, of  course, the 
traditional tunes genera-
tions have come to expect 
will all be front and centre 
on stage Dec. 19. Given the 
season, a strong mix of  
Christmas carols will be 
featured, including “White 
Christmas,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” “Holly Jolly 
Christmas,” “Let It Snow,” 
and, in the true Welk spirit, 
“Christmas Polka.”

Nostalgia buffs will un-
doubtedly be taken back 
in time by a performance 
that mirrors Welk’s ap-
proach, right down to his 
trademark bubbles.

English herself  has seen 
a good chunk of  the chang-
es in musical tastes and 
the enduring appeal of  the 
Lawrence Welk show.

Raised in Spur, Texas 
outside of  Lubbock (the 
home of  Buddy Holly), she 
began her professional 
singing career with a ju-
nior high school rock ‘n’ 
roll band and appeared 
on local television shows 
and public events. While 
attending Texas Tech Uni-
versity, she was chosen to 
perform at Six Flags Over 
Texas in Dallas. While 
there, she was spotted by a 
record company executive 
and for the next two-and-
a-half-years, English sang 
jingles during the day and 

performed six-nights-a-
week in nightclubs.

Her career then took her 
to Los Angeles where she 
performed at “The Horn” 
in Santa Monica with 
other regulars such as Jim 
Nabors, Jack Jones, Vikki 
Carr and Steve Martin. 
She also performed in Las 
Vegas and in Lake Tahoe. 
Her own U.S.O. tour took 
her to Japan, the Philip-
pines, Okinawa, Taiwan 
and Thailand. 

In 1969, English joined 
The Lawrence Welk 
Show. She’s appeared 
on numerous TV game 
shows and telethons, the 
Disney Channel, The 
Merv Griffin Show, The 
Mike Douglas Show and 
The Tonight Show with 
Johnny Carson. In 1987, 
The Lawrence Welk Show 
went from syndication to 
public television where it 
continues to be the num-
ber-one rated syndicated 
weekly series today.

“A Lawrence Welk Fam-
ily Christmas” is set for 
7 p.m. on Dec. 19 at The 
Centre in the Square. 
Tickets are $39.50-$42.50, 
available by calling 578-
1570 or 1-800-265-8977 or 
online at www.centre-
square.com. More 
information about Ralna 
English, including her 
new CD My God, My Coun-
try, is also available online 
at www.ralnaenglish.com. 

IT’S BEEN WUNNERFUL  Ralna English, who joined the Lawrence 
Welk Show in 1969, is part of the troupe coming to CITS on Dec. 19.
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ANNOUNCING

CLASSIFIEDADS
 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790 Ext 100                 All classified ads are available online www.woolwichobserver.com            Classified Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

20 Word Ad...........................$5.50+GST
20 Word Business Ad............$8.00+GST
Extra Words...........................20¢ /word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE PREPAID
SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS

1 Column Ad....................$15.00+GST/week

2 Column Ad....................$25.00+GST/week

3 Column Ad....................$35.00+GST/week

MINIMUM 4 WEEK INSERTION REQUIRED

HOW TO PLACE AN ADCLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS

1 Col. Inch..............................$11.90+GST

Legal Notice (1col x 3”)............$35.00+GST

All other sizes call 669-5790 for quote.

AGATE LINE/COLUMN INCH......85¢
14 agate lines per inch

The best place 
to find it, buy it, 

sell it, announce it.

Phone (519) 669-5790
 1-888-966-5942
Fax (519) 669-5753
Mail 20-B Arthur St. N
 Elmira, ON  N3B 1Z9
Online www.woolwichobserver.com

Classified ads can be ordered in person or by phone 
Mon. - Thur. 9-5; Fri 9-4.
All Classified ads are prepaid by Visa, MasterCard, 
cheque or cash.
Please check your ad on first day of publication. The 
Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge 
for the space for one insertion only.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE AUTOMOTIVE COMPUTERS FOR SALE HEALTH

NEW & IMPROVED
OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

NOW ONLINE.
www.woolwichobserver.com

ONLY 10 SHOPPING DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS. FIND SOME 
GREAT GIFT IDEAS IN THE OBSERVER’S CENTRE SPREAD!

MORE READERS.
MORE SALES.

LAST WEEK’S
WORDUP 
SOLUTION

Check out the 
WORDUP
online in an 

interactive format
at

www.woolwichobserver.com

I L K A T T I C A A P S E
C O O S B R E A T H S C O A L
A U T O H Y P N O S I S E L M Y
O D O N A T A L E F T I S T

A G E A R B I T R A T O R
F A T O B O E E L E N A

P E R I O D I C T A B L E
U N S N A R L A U R A C U R E
S C I A T I C A T O C C A T A S
H E S S L U S H G E R B I L S

A L P H A P A R T I C L E
A P R O N E L A N N A Y
B R E A K F A S T S S O B
S O V K H O Z I N H O U S E
E V I L S T R E P T O M Y C I N
N E V E S E A S A L T S L A V
T R E Y A C E T Y L A N Y

SEE 
PAGES 
14-15

Experience Christmas Craft Shopping in the Country!
Fresh Cut or U Cut Trees • Wreaths • Hanging Baskets

BENJAMIN TREE FARM
AND GIFT SHOP

BENJAMIN TREE FARM AND GIFT SHOP
4 km from Weber St. N., on Benjamin Rd., WATERLOO

OPEN DAILY 9-8       519 699-5000

GREAT DEALS ON CHRISTMAS
TREES FROM LOCAL VENDORS!

CHECK OUT THEIR GREAT DEALS IN THESE ADS!

CHRISTMASTREES

ELMIRA WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.
Looking for hardworking and devoted 
individuals for immediate employment 

for day and night shifts

Please apply at:
6455 Reid Woods Dr., Elmira

or send resume and references to
PO Box 362, Elmira, Ontario, 

N3B 3B9

HELP WANTED

We offer full time employment, 
competitive wages and benefits

MACHINE OPERATORS 
and GENERAL LABOURERS

HELP WANTED
AZ TRUCK DRIVER

Agricultural Business seeking full time 
driver (AZ licence).

If interested please forward your 
resume to:

P.O. Box 211
Elmira, ON

N3B 2Z6
or

FAX: 669-4433

RENTALS

2 Bedroom Apartments 
in clean, quiet building. 
Available Jan. 1 & Feb. 1. 
No smokers and no pets. 
Phone  669-5503.

HELP WANTED

Willing Plus Staffing is 
now hiring for DC Foods. 
Long - term, temporary 
position in Waterloo.  Food 
production/packaging, 
sanitation - day and mid-
night shifts. Call Willing 
Plus Staffing 1-800-817-
6952. 
Help Wanted Immediate-
ly for small office in Elmira 
scheduling and routing of 
trucks in Ontario. Micro-
soft Access is a require-
ment, in addition to Excel. 
Geographic knowledge 
of the province a definite 
asset. Fax resume to 519- 
669-2673.

HELP WANTED

Cruise The World and 
get paid for it! $300 - $600 
U.S. per week, free room 
and board. Interviews,  
613-744-6209.

Stove, 24 in., harvest gold. 
Clean, good condition. $50.  
648-2451.
Bicycle, asking $25. Call 
664-2684.
Ice Auger f ishing, Nor-
mark, 8 in. Good condi-
tion. $30.  669-8476.
Bike, Road. Asking $35. 
Call  664-2684.
Computer Printer HP with 
ink, excellent condition. 
$40. Call  656-2484.
Cards, Trading Yu-gi-oh, 
85 for $20. No doubles. 
Call 669-0053.
Ski Suit. Ladies size 12. 
Blue. Excellent condition. 
$45. 648-2157, Maryhill. 
Skis. Downhill, 180 cm, 
bindings, poles, boots size 
8. $40. 648-2157.
Door, One Brown screen 
door, good condition. $50. 
Call 699-4308.
Printer Cartridge. Un-used 
black, ink jet (13400HC). 
$30. 595-8878.
New Holland Model 155 
manure spreader with 
hydraulic end gate. Like 
new. Call G/A Machinery, 
(519) 656-3098 or 1-800-
827-2153.
Door, Wooden one, ce-
dar, good condition. $50. 
Call 699-4308.

AUTOMOTIVE

1999 Neon, low kms, 
auto, air. Voisin Chrysler 
669-2831.
Car Tires. Michelin XM+s 
Alpin 185/60R14. Two for 
$50. Call 648-2358.
1992 Acura Integra, one 
owner, lady driven, low 
kms, immaculate $7800. 
Call 896-7301 after 7 p.m. 
1999 Ram 1500 4x4, only 
53,000 kms, V8, auto, air. 
Voisin Chrysler  669-2831.
1999 300M, loaded, 1 own-
er, low kms. Voisin Chrysler  
669-2831.
2000 Cirrus LX, loaded, 
1 owner, 1 year warranty. 
$14,995. Voisin Chrysler, 
669-2831.

2000 Grand Caravan SE, 
quad seats, 1 owner, 1 year 
warranty. Only 37,000 kms. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.
2000 Neon LX, loaded, 1 
owner, very clean. $11,995. 
Voisin Chrysler 669-2831.
1989 Cavalier - auto, 6 
cyl., new brakes, tires, bat-
tery, tune up etc. Certified, 
$2200. Call 669-5354.
1998 Grand Caravan all 
wheel drive. Only 50,000 
kms. $17,995. Voisin Chrys-
ler  669-2831.

PETS

Free Puppies. Husky/Lab 
cross. Seven weeks old. 
Call 669-8614.
Bunnies - Mini Rex/Lopp 
Ear. Very tame, multi co-
lour, cute and loveable. 
$10 each. 669-0947.

CHILD CARE & 
CARE GIVING

Mother of 2 has part-time 
opening available in my 
home. Lunch and snacks 
provided. Call Jen at 669-
4733.
Babysitter Required. Af-
ternoons 3-6pm. For three 
children. Must be flexible, 
funloving and caring. Per-
fecy for EDSS students. 
Please call 664-1753.

TRAINING/
LESSONS

Learn To Play Guitar 
for the holidays. 20 years 
teaching experience, all 
ages are welcome. Call 
Greg Brown 669-0127.
Guitar Lessons By Barb 
Weber. 12 years teaching 
experience. Evening and 
daytime lessons available. 
All ages welcomed. Call  
664-2579.

FURNITURE   
REFINISHING

Cooper’s Furniture 
Stripping Special 10% Off  
Specializing in Hand Strip-
ping, Refinishing, Repair-
ing,  Church Interiors and 
Pews, Dining Room Sets, 
Rockers, Chairs, Doors & 
Antiques. Highest Qual-
ity Workmanship.Pick-up/ 
Delivery. Free Estimates. 
579-1475.

COMING EVENTS

THE BIG FREE ONE - TO-
RONTO RV SHOW. RV’s - 
RV’s - RV’s and much more. 
February 6- 9, 2003. Free 
Parking - Free Admission. 
Toronto Congress Centre. 
www.freervshow.org.
HAMILTON RV SHOW. 
January 24-26, 2003. 
Copps Coliseum. 2-for-1 
admission with coupon from 
newspapers and our web 
site. For more info log onto 
www.rvshowhamilton.ca.

NEW BOOK! Barbara Ann 
Lambert, Rusty Nails & Ra-
tion Books, Great Depres-
sion & WWII Memories, 
1929-1945, 350 pages, 
80 stories, 130 photos. 
Memories of when radio 
was king and cotton sack 
underclothes were the 
rage. Memories of going 
to school with cardboard in 
your shoes! ISBN 1-55369-
853-3. Price $33.45. Traf-
ford print-on-demand 
publishers. Toll -free 1-
888-232-4444. Website: 
www.trafford.com.

BUSINESS OPPS.

INVENTORS - PRODUCT 
IDEAS WANTED! FREE 
INFORMATION PACK-
AGE. Develop & profes-
sionally present your new 
product idea to manufac-
turers through Davison, an 
award winning firm. Patent 
assistance available: 1-
800-544-3327 (24 hrs).
WALTER GRETZKY EN-
DORSED BUSINESS. 
Capitalize on the fastest 
growing service in hockey. 
Over 60 established Espor-
ta centres. Turn-key opera-
tion - Only 65K. Locations 
now available in your area. 
CALL Mike for an interview 
1-800-881-7781.

COMPUTER SALES 
AND SERVICE. Specials: 
40x16x48 CDRW (Burner) 
Only $82.99. IBM P2-400 
64mb ram, 4GB HD, 17” 
Monitor, etc. $429.99. New 
System 1.3 MHz Duron, 128 
ram, 20 GB with burner, etc 
$499.99. 1-866-692-3535. 
http://www.compucare-
tech.com

EDUCATION

BE AN INTERIOR DEC-
ORATOR with our great 
home-study course. Call 
for your FREE brochure. 
1-800-267-1829. Sheffield 
School of Interior Design, 
1496 - 38 McArthur Ave, 
Ottawa ON K1L 6R2.

EMPLOYMENT

$$$CHOCOLATES$$$ DE 
LUXE QUALITY CHOCO-
LATE. Often imitated, never 
equaled. Since 1982. Sell 
X-Mas chocolate bars 
and new products. Make 
full $$$. Fundraising ser-
vices available. 1-800-
383-3589.
LOOKING FOR MORE 
exposure? Canada-wide 
Classif ieds may be for 
YOU. See the Observer’s 
website for more details.

LEARN $$$$. You can 
be your own boss and 
own your own business! 
Work online from home. 
No experience needed. 
All training provided. 
www.homebizassets.com. 
1-888-202-6981
GET PAID WEEKLY. Com-
pany needs part-time and 
full-time help processing 
unclaimed bank accounts. 
Free information, call 1-
866-883-0780.

FOR SALE

EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
TO KNOW about Ontario 
communities is now at your 
fingertips! Check out the 
Web’s pre-eminent, unique 
guide: InfoOntario - Your in-
formation gateway to com-
munity information, news, 
events, festivals, attrac-
tions and local business. 
www.InfoOntario.com 
SAWMILL $4995.00 All 
new Super Lumbermate 
2000, larger capacities, 
more options. Norwood 
Industries, manufacturer 
of sawmills, edgers and 
skidders. Free informa-
tion. 1-800-566-6899, ext. 
400.OT

DRUG/ALCOHOL REHA-
BILITATION. Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything 
to drugs or alcohol. 90-180 
day, 75% success. Ask 
about our guarantee. See 
www.aei.net /~narconon. 
1-877-782-7409 Toll-free. 

A-Z DRIVERS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
SUPPLEMENT YOUR IN-
COME? Part-time AZ Driv-
ers wanted immediately 
for Single Highway. Ex-
perience preferred. CALL 
1-800-668-9691 Ext. 214.  
McArthur Express Inc. Lo-
cated in Cambridge. 

$ PHONE SERVICE

EXPERT PSYCHICS...Try 
Us First! Your Future Re-
vealed by Your Personal 
Psychic. Sincere & Genu-
ine Readings. Call 24 
hours. 1-900-561-2100 
$2.95/min. 18+

PERSONALS

If you have an alcohol or 
drug problem, informa-
tion about treatment ser-
vices is available. Dial 
toll-free 1-800-565-8603. 
Drug and Alcohol Regis-
try of Treament (DART) 
www.dart.on.ca
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WORDUP ©2002 CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS INC.

This crossword is available in an interactive format online at www.woolwichobserver.com

Across 
1. Bryn __, Pennsyl-
vania
5. Rock cress or sick-
lepod
11. Narcotic extracted 
from poppies
16. Toward the lee
17. Person with single 
explanation for every-
thing
18. Plant with bright-
ly coloured leaves & 
flowers
19. Highly imagina-
tive but unlikely
21. You may run into 
these golfing
22. French painter & 
sculptor  who lived 
from 1869-1954
23. A ____, mean fight-
ing machine
25. Grandma does this 
to make mittens
26. Author of  “A Tale 
of  Two Cities”
29. Periodic paper-
back publication
32. A farewell remark
33. Wild plum of  
northeastern US
34. Without moral 
standards
37. 21st letter of  Greek 
alphabet
40. Extensive plain 
without trees
44. Any polyhedron 
having ten plane faces
47. Part of  a hammer-
head
48. “Nasal” letters 
make up this clue

49. A popular lynch 
mob tool
50. Disturb, esp. by 
minor irriations 
(2wrds)
51. Mist or fog - same 
as murk
52. The price of  some-
thing for sale (2wrds)
54. Thai monetary 
unit
57. Informal term for 
the mouth
58. A list of  names
59. Clean or orderly
61. Makes drinks cold
63. A radioactive 
transuranic element
64. Term for renew-
ing vows on 50th anni-
versary
71. Every building has 
one on top
72. It has this if  it 
stretches and returns 
to original length
73. An adherent of  
any branch of  Taoism
77. Orbit, compass, 
range (Synonyms)
79. Lack of  normal in-
tellectual development
81. Cross timber for 
strength in ship-build-
ing, 1913
82. The trailer in a 
movie theatre
83. Archaic word 
for to
84. Method of  destroy-
ing paper
85. Emotional strain
86. Used as an exlama-
tion to express relief

Down 
1. Injury with perma-
nent disfiguration
2. Your old school - ___
_ mater
3. Shedding tears 
(past)
4. Antiquity or keep-
sake
5. Someone that is 
able to keep guests 
amused
6. Beaded prayer coun-
ter (spelt with an e)
7. Black tropical 
American cuckoo
8. The ‘good’ book
9. Small islands
10. A place or locali-
ty (plr)
11. The tenth month
12. They look after the 
park (2wrds)
13. Foolish or asinine
14. Remove the pins
15. Vertical spars for 
supporting sails
20. Burnt end of  a cig-
arette
24. Quantities of  no 
importance
27. Hansen’s disease
28. Small  folding bed
29. Women who run 
prostitution houses
30. Birth defect - ab-
sence of  arm or leg
31. Wheeled vehicle 
for kids
35. Enlisted soldiers 
(3wrds)
36. MDs make you say 
this while checking 
throat

AUCTION
DIRECTORY

DEATHNOTICES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80

81 82 83

84 85 86

Who says culture 
is a status thing?

eyeGO=$5

ARTS & CULTURE

38. Flexible water 
pipe which smoke is 
drawn
39. Lacking interest
41. Very small
42. Add “s” to World 
p_____
43. To come into
45. Genetic info.
46. Equal to one hun-
dredth of  a yen
50. General post of-
fice (accro)
53. Hand thrown 
bombs
55. Used to indicate 
maiden name
56. An association of  
criminals
60. People regarded 
as contemptible
62. Oranges & lemons 
are this kind of  fruit
64. Green, you cut it
65. Energy, vitality, 
enthusiasm (slang)
66. Affecting a lobe
67. Turn inside out
68. Try to discourage
69. State of  SW India, 
former Portuguese 
colony
70. Mother told you 
this at dinner table
74. Hyperbolic sine
75. A large bag or 
basket
76. This stuff  makes 
Christmas white
78. 50’s & 60’s British 
youth wears Edward-
ian style clothes
80. ____ Maria, 
Christmas song

CANADA-WIDE
CLASSIFIED ADS

NOW IN THE
OBSERVER

JUST LOOK FOR 
THE GREY BOX 

SHARON
FARR

Sales Rep.

Elmira Real Estate Services Broker
Independently Owned and Operated

30 Church St. W., Elmira   (519) 669-3192 BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

Broker

SHANNA 
BRUBACHER

Sales Rep.

JASON
SHANTZ

Sales Rep.www.royallepage.ca/elmira

OUR MULTI-LEVEL PLAN STARTING AT $285,900
New model plan is ready... buildling to start soon. Unique design, 2270 SQ.FT, amazing 
kitchen space, main floor family room, 2nd floor great room & laundry, 3-bedrooms, 
2 1⁄2 bathrooms. More plans and prices nearing completion. For further info, call 
Bonnie Brubacher on these Exclusive listings.

PARADIGM'S WESTFIELD ACRES

VARIETY STORE FOR SALE IN DRAYTON
$49,900... NEW PRICE. Great opportunity in expanding town, high traffic area, ample 
parking, turnkey operation, quick possession available. Call today for more information. 
MLS.

PERSONALS

If you think you have a 
gambling problem, call for 
information about services 
that can help. Dial toll-free 
1-888-230-3505. Ontario 
Problem Gambling Helpline 
(OPGH) www.opgh.on.ca.
DIVORCE SURVIVAL 
STRATEGIES...Before 
spending large sums on le-
gal fees, call THE FAMILY 
LAW CENTRE to under-
stand your rights & obliga-
tions. Our lawyers will pres-
ent you with your options & 
offer smart & proven strat-
egies to help reduce your 
legal fees, safeguard your 
assets & defend your child 
custody & access rights. 
Don’t be a victim! “Sepa-
rate Smar t ”..Toll -Free1-
866-879-3529.

REAL ESTATE

OSOYOOS, B.C. - ENJOY 
the climate of Canada’s 
only natural desert. Lo-
cated in the South Okan-
agan valley!  Brand new 
lakefront apartments and 
townhomes. Prices start at 
$89,900. 1-866-738-1002, 
www.casa-del-lago.ca. 
Co-operators Real Estate 
Services Inc.

WANTED

CASH! COLLECTOR 
BUYS GUITARS made be-
fore 1970.  Paying $400.00 
to $15,000.00 + for certain 
models by Gibson, Fender, 
Martin, Gretsch, Epiphone 
and National. Call Steve 1-
800-964-3544.

STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS. 
CLEARANCE SALE!  
Ontario Manufacturer Di-
rect. Beat Next Price In-
crease. 20x20 $2,980.00. 
25x30 $4,200.00. 
25x40 $5,700.00. 30x40 
$6,700.00. 32x50 
$9,800.00.  Others. Pio-
neer 1-800-668-5422. 
Since 1980.
LOOKING FOR greater 
exposure? Try Canada-
wide Classifieds. Details at 
the Observer website.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE RESALES.  
Worldwide Selection. ERA 
STROMAN Since 1979. 
CALL NOW! Buyers call 
1-800-613-7987. Sell -
ers call 1-800-201-0864. 
www.timesharelink.com.
OCEANFRONT COTTAGE 
RENTALS on Salt Spring 
Island, BC. Fantastic win-
ter rates, fantastic weather, 
fantastic views. Toll Free 1 
(866) SEA-COVE or visit 
www.stayonsaltspring.com
TIMESHARE RESALES 
- - 60-80% of f Retail ! 
Best Resor ts and Sea-
sons! Call for FREE cata-
logue! 1-800-704-0307. 
Canadian Dollar at Par 
SALE through December! 
www.holidaygroup.com

Gray’s Auction Service Inc.,
Harriston, Ont.  - (519) 338-3722

Every Friday 10:00am to 8:00pm, Saturday 
9:00am to 4:00pm – At Gray’s Auction Centre, 
1 mile west of Harriston. Liquidation consists of: 
Lawn Mowers; Bikes; Patio Umbrellas; Patio Table 
& Chair Set; Scooters; Qn Mattress Sets; Royal 
Dolton’s; Pictures; Mirrors; Watches; Lamps; Swar 
Crystal; Cookware; Lg. Quantity of New Kid’s and 
Adults Clothes; Puppets; Candy; Consumer Goods; 
Bedding; Canister Sets; Paper Products; Toys; Books; 
Plus Many Other Items. TERMS: Cash, Interac, 
VISA, and MC.

DRON, Carman Colquhoun – Of Drayton and 
formerly of Milverton and Moorefield, passed 
away, peacefully, at KW Health Centre of Grand 
River Hosptial, on Monday, December 9, 2002, in 
her 89th year.
FRANK, Raymond – Passed away, peacefully, 
at his residence with his family by his side, on 
Saturday, December 7, 2002, Raymond Frank of 
Waterloo, age 56 years.
HARRIS, Norma – With great sadness we 
announce the death of Norma Amelia Harris in 
Kitchener, on December 9, 2002.
MARTIN, Myra – At Royal Terrace Nursing 
Home, Palmerston, on Saturday, December 7, 
2002, Myra Christina (Montgomery) Martin, 
Formerly of Harriston, in her 82nd year.
PADINGTON, Leona – Mrs. Leona Padington, 
83, of the Queensway Retirement Home, Hensall, 
passed away peacefully, at her residence, on Monday 
December 9, 2002. She was born on the family farm 
near Wellesley, october 7, 1919, a daughter of the 
late Moses and Mary (Steinman) Erb.
ROSS, Dorothy – At Louise marshall Hospital, 
Mount Forest, on Monday, December 9, 2002, 
Dorothy Marie (Fulton) Ross, of Harriston in her 
76th year.
WEBER, Helen L. (Mrs. Enos “Pete”) 
– Peacefully, Tuesday, December 10, 2002, at KW 
Health Centre of Grand River Hospital, Helen L. 
(Dietrich) Weber, in her 71st year, of Waterloo, 
formerly of Elmira.

 A WEEKLY UPDATE ON SPORTING LEAGUES
MORESCORES
Continued from Pg 17
Goals: Scott Way, Justin 
Clark, Mike Young.
Assists: Mike Young (2), 
Josh Ahier.

Dec. 8
Caledon 1 Woolwich 3
Goals: Jeremy Weber, Jared 
Redekop, Justin Clark.
Assists: Tim Freeman (2), 
Mike Floto, Shawn Dunn (2).

Twin Centre Minor 
Hockey
Girls Atom

Twin Centre 12 Kitch-
ener 0
Goals: Tori Freeman (3), 
Shannon D’Arcy (4), Cassan-
dra Hergott, Hannah Boehm, 
Madison Holman, Stephanie 

Kipfer, Janessa Heywood.
Assists: Stephanie Strauss, 
Madison Holman, Kimberly 
Finn, Hannah Boehm, Jes-
sica Finney, Emily Erb, Alisha 
Hamming.

Girls Pee Wee
Dec. 7

Tiverton 5 Twin Centre 3
Goals: Lauri Reid, Lauren 
Howorth, Stacey Frey.
Assists: Stacey Frey, Arielle 
Boughner, Kailey Esbaugh, 
Lauri Reid.

Girls Bantam
Dec. 3

Twin Centre 1 Waterloo 
Two 8
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig.
Assists: Bronwen Price.

Dec. 9
Stratford 3 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Tricia Swartzentruber.
Assists: Rachel VanAllen.

Dec. 10
Twin Centre 0 Kitchener 3

Elmira District 
Secondary School 

(EDSS)
Boys Hockey

Nov. 29
EDSS 2 Orangeville 2
EDSS 1 London South 1
EDSS 5 Stratford St. Mi-
chaels 2

Nov. 30
EDSS 3 London Central 0
EDSS 5 Orangeville 2
EDSS 8 London South 2 
(Final)

Dec. 3
St. Davids 3 EDSS 2

Dec. 5
Preston 0 EDSS 9

Woolwich Ringette
Novice
Dec. 9

Woolwich 8 Fergus/Elora 3
Goals: Hannah MacCrim-
mon (2), Heather Lorenz (2), 
Kayla Wilging (2), Alyssa 
Huegle, Emily Strenzke.

Tween
Dec. 7

Elora 5 Woolwich 8
Goals: April Hammel, Gillian 
Primeau, Stephanie Thomas 
(3), Megan Lee (3).
Assists: Gillian Primeau, 
Jenna Petker, Lara Bisbee, 
April Hammel, Alicia David-
son, Tabatha Horst.

GOT SCORES?
WE WANT THEM!

Help us keep the Scoreboard up to 
date. Call Hugo at 669-5790 x101 to 
get your Game Report package.
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WINDOW TREATMENTS AUTOMOTIVE CRANE SERVICE CONSTRUCTION / ROOFING CONSTRUCTION

DECORATING AGRICULTURAL DECORATING

PLUMBING AUTOMOTIVE PIANO SERVICES MATTRESS SALES HOME RENOVATIONS

ELECTROLYSIS LAWN CARE / LANDSCAPING FLOWERS/GIFTS SELF STORAGE

 CLASSIFIED AD SALES:  669-5790                        Single Service Directory  $15.00+GST                  Double Service Directory  $25.00 +GST                      Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

ELECTROLYSIS
CLINIC

PERMANENT
HAIR REMOVAL

Call for an 
appointment
Tuesday - Friday

Marjorie Plein C.E.
53 Duke St., Elmira
669-3924

TOPSOIL
• Lawn Ornaments • Decorative Stone •

• Screened • Mixed • Gravel • Sand •
• Cedar Mulch • Pine Mulch • Coloured Mulch •

• Lawn Furniture • Cement Ornaments •
• Complete Pond Supplies •

884-6441
Weber & King St. N., Waterloo, ON

St. Clements 699-4550Paving & Landscaping

Flower &
Gift Shop

12 Arthur St., S. ELMIRA

669-1313

Amanda Jewitt-Dyck, Owner

Window Box
The

669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & 
rates

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira
669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

BAUMAN
PIANO
SERVICE
•Tuning
•Repair
•Rebuilding

JAMES R. BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

664-2917
ST. JACOBS

PIONEER

Paul Metzger 519-698-1021

Big & Small 

ENTERPRISES

HAY &
STRAW
FOR SALE

Country Gifts 
and Collectables 

Teddy Bears, Dolls,
and Victorian Accessories

26 Arthur Street South, 
Elmira 669-8309

Come In & See 
Our New Stock

Thompson’s
Auto Tech Inc.

21 HOWARD AVE.
ELMIRA

669-4400

Providing the latest technology 
to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

669-3362

YOUR 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.
19 First St. E., Elmira

CRESSMAN
CONSTRUCTION

SINCE 1978

ELMIRA LTD.
• Roofing
• Siding
• Additions
• Renovations

Ron Cressman

669-8610

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp  
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

General Contracting specializing in:

 (519)846-9066

Specializing in Paint &  
Wallcoverings

669-3658
27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all your home 
decorating needs

ORTLIEB 
CRANE

• 12.5 ton BoomTruck

• 30 ton Mobile Crane

24 Hour Service 
 7 Days A Week

698-2263

& Equipment Ltd.

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

RUDOW’S CARSTAR 
COLLISION CENTRE

1-800-CARSTAR

669-3373
33 First St. E., Elmira

•Air Miles Log
•24 hr. Accident Assistance

Body Maintenance

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

Call
669-3373

33 First St. E., Elmira

Call
669-4981

33 First St. E., Elmira

AT RUDOW’S
CARSTAR COLLISION 

CENTRE

REMEMBER - We Sell Cars

SERVICEDIRECTORY
  SERVICE DIRECTORY INQUIRIES CALL 669-5790 Ext 104          YOUR QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL GOODS AND SERVICES           Deadline:   Thursdays by 10am

VIDEO / PRESENTATION

• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Shower
  doors
• Doors
• Florida 
  Rooms
• Rec Rooms
• Maintenance
• Windows

PROBLEM
SOLVING

West Montrose
(519) 669-2135

BUILD ON
YOUR DREAMS

2002
BABIES OF THE YEAR

Submissions can be dropped 
off at the Observer offices.
20-B Arthur St. N., ELMIRA 
(Phone 669-5790 for details)

The new babies of Woolwich and Wellesley Townships will be featured in a special section of Woolwich 
Observer, published on January 4th, 2003.

FOR ONLY $15.00 (+gst) YOU GET
•Full Colour Photo in the Observer
•Name, Parents, Town, Birth date
•Extra copies of paper
• Web Page Gallery online

$15.00
+GST

DEADLINE: DEC 31, 2002

• 1000 Wallpaper books

• Graco Spray Equip.

• In-Home Advice

• Service

• Colour Consulting

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

669-4310
5 Church St. E., Elmira CALL US FOR

YOUR NEXT
PROJECT!
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The files of Law & Order are a weekly listing of incident reports taken directly from police reports supplied by the Waterloo 
Region Police Services. Woolwich Observer is not responsible for inaccuracies that may be contained within the reports.LAW&ORDER

 COMPILED BY HUGO RODRIGUES                                                  If you see crime happening call your local  police detachment .   Elmira 570-3000 Ext 319     Emergency 9-1-1

     
  

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP
OF WOOLWICH DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BY-LAW 70-99

UNDER THE DEVELOPMENT CHARGES ACT, 1997
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, pursuant to 
Section 12 of the Development Charges Act, 1997, to obtain public 
input on an amendment to the Township of Woolwich Development 
Charges By-law 70-99.

Township Council has approved fully serviced development in Breslau 
based on the extension of full municipal services from Kitchener.

New development in Breslau will be connected to the Kitchener 
sanitary sewer system and will use the existing downstream sanitary 
system in the City for conveyance of sewage to the Doon Sewage 
Treatment Plant.

New development in the City of Kitchener is required to pay a 
development charge which includes a sanitary sewer component.  
This development charge payment is used by Kitchener to pay for 
required improvements and expansions to the sanitary sewer system 
to accommodate new development.  In that the new development in 
Breslau will use and benefit from the City of Kitchener sewer system 
it is appropriate that the Breslau developers pay a similar sanitary 
sewer development charge to pay for the required Kitchener sanitary 
improvements similar to Kitchener developers.

Woolwich Township proposes to amend the Township Development 
Charges By-law to include a sanitary servicing charge equal to the 
amount of the Kitchener sanitary component of their development 
charge.  The Development Charge to be collected by Woolwich and 
forwarded to the City of Kitchener will be equal to 25.05% of the total 
Kitchener Development Charge rate in effect at the time of issuance 
for a building permit for each residential unit or non-residential use 
that hooks up to the sanitary system.  For example, the 2003 single-
family dwelling charge for the sanitary sewer component in Breslau 
would be $1366.23.

The Township of Woolwich is not incurring any costs for the extension 
of services into Breslau and is therefore not applying the Township full 
service rate to new development in Breslau.  The Township will collect 
only the unserviced portion of the Woolwich Development Charges for 
Woolwich purposes in addition to the Kitchener sanitary charge.

No decision will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide 
additional information to the public and agencies and to receive 
comments and information from them.

The Public Meeting will be held on:

Tuesday, January 7, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Township Offices,

69 Arthur Street South, Elmira

All interested parties are invited to attend the Public Meeting and 
any person who attends the meeting may make representations 
relating to the proposed by-law amendment.  Persons wishing to 
speak can register for the Agenda by calling 669-1647 or 664-2613, 
extension 239.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your 
concerns / comments about the proposed change in writing 
to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or 
before Tuesday, December 31, 2002 (Note that this date is 
before the Public Meeting) will be included in a report prepared 
by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the 
Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public 
Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered.

A copy of the existing Development Charges By-law, and a 
background report for the proposed amendment is available for 
review at the Township of Woolwich Municipal Office between 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings or 
Township staff reports regarding this proposed amendment, you 
must make a written request to Engineering and Planning Services 
at the Township of Woolwich at the address shown at the top of this 
page.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Dave 
Gosnay, 669-8706 or 664-2613 extension 248, email:
dgosnay@township.woolwich.on.ca

WINTER PARKING BAN NOW IN EFFECT (AS OF DECEMBER 1ST)
Please be advised there is no parking on Township streets from 2:30 am until 6:00 am from December 1st to April 1st of each year.  There is no 
overnight parking on Regional Roads permitted at any time of the year.  Call extension 268 for details.

December 4
7:45 AM An overnight theft 

was reported at Jones Feed Mill 
on Lobsinger Ln. in Heidelberg. 
A vending machine was broken 
into and some soft drinks and 
coins were taken. Police have no 
suspects.
7:50 AM A minor two-vehicle 

collision occurred at the intersec-
tion of Arthur St. S. and First St. 
in Elmira. A Waterloo resident 
was northbound on Arthur when 
they slowed and stopped for the 
traffic light. They were bumped 
from behind by a Drayton resi-
dent, who reported their foot had 
slipped off the brake pedal and 
onto the gas pedal by mistake. 
There was very minor damage 
to the vehicles and the Waterloo 
resident reported a sore neck. No 
charges were laid.

1:40 PM A single-vehicle col-
lision occurred in the area of 
3000 Lobsinger Ln. in Wellesley 
Twp. A transport truck driven by 
a Guelph resident was pulling 
out of a private driveway when 
the truck caught and downed a 
fence, which caught and broke a 
supporting wire for a hydro pole, 
pulling the pole down. There was 
minor damage to the vehicle, no 
reported injuries to the driver 
and the pole had to be replaced. 
No charges were laid.
4:00 PM Police received a re-

port of a truck driver apparently 
seen brandishing what appeared 
to be a handgun. An Elora resi-
dent was northbound on Arthur 
St. N. north of Elmira when he 
observed the driver of a red truck 
pulling an empty flatbed trailer 
pass him in a southbound direc-

tion. The driver was seen holding 
the suspected handgun with his 
left hand on the dashboard, look-
ing up the barrel. Officers from 
both the Elmira and Waterloo 
divisions searched the Elmira and 
St. Jacobs area without success, 
and surrounding police forces 
were notified. As no other simi-
lar reports were received, police 
later ceased their search efforts.
7:00 PM A deer was struck and 

killed on Northfield Dr. E. near 
Balsam Grove Rd. in Woolwich 
Twp. A Drayton resident was 
northbound on Northfield when 
the deer jumped into his path. 
There was moderate damage to 
the vehicle but no reported inju-
ries. No charges were laid.

December 5
5:00 AM A break and enter oc-

curred at the Village Food Market 

on King St. N. in St. Jacobs. The 
responding officer arrived to find 
that entry had been gained by 
breaking a front window, and 
taken were 100 cartons of ciga-
rettes. The damage was valued at 
$400. Police have no suspects.
7:45 AM A vehicle was reported 

stolen overnight from John Pl. in 
Heidelberg. A white, four-door 
1987 Chevrolet Caprice Classic, 
licence plate 387 BFZ, was stolen 
from the driveway of a residence 
at that location. Police have no 
suspects.
2:00 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred near 1900 Listowel Rd. 
in Woolwich Twp. A transport 
truck was travelling southbound 
on Listowel and turned into a pri-
vate driveway. The driver slowed 
and stopped for something in the 
driveway, which left his trailer 

still blocking the roadway, where 
it was subsequently struck by 
another vehicle. There was minor 
damage to the vehicles, no re-
ported injuries and no charges.
2:30 PM The theft of a pole and 

birdfeeder was reported from 
a Centre St. address in Elmira. 
Police have no suspects.

December 7
8:45 AM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred near 750 North-
field Dr. E. in Woolwich Twp. An 
area resident was southbound on 
Northfield when they reported 
losing control of their vehicle, 
skidding off the roadway and 
hitting a hydro pole. There was a 
significant amount of damage to 
the vehicle, but no reported inju-
ries. No charges were laid due to 
the road conditions.
10:00 AM The body of a late-

model black Volkswagen Jetta 
was recovered from 16 Halm 
Rd. in Woolwich Twp. The ve-
hicle had been stripped of all 
its components and left on the 
property and police suspect this 
vehicle was connected to an au-
tomobile theft ring from the K-W 
area. Police are continuing their 
investigation.
11:00 AM A blue multi-speed 

Raleigh mountain bicycle was 
recovered from Mill St. in Elmira. 
It can be claimed from the Elmira 
detachment.
1:30 PM A two-vehicle col-

lision occurred near 1400 Jigs 
Hollow Rd. in Woolwich Twp. 
Both vehicles were northbound 
when the lead vehicle, driven by 
a Kitchener resident, attempted 
a left turn into a private drive-

 See MORE Page 23
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING: TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2003 - 7:00 PM
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 69 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA

REGARDING: CN RAIL REFERRAL OF THE WOOLWICH OFFICIAL PLAN
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under 
Section 16 of the Planning Act, to consider the following Official 
Plan Amendment and a modification to the Woolwich Official Plan.  
No decision will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide 
additional information to the public and agencies and to receive 
comments and information from them.

CN Rail referred portions of the new Woolwich Official Plan to the 
Ontario Municipal Board. CN Rail and the Township have reached 
an agreement on proposed changes to the Official Plan policies to 
satisfactorily address CN Rail’s concerns. 

Two changes to the Official Plan are required to address CN Rail’s 
concerns, as follows;

Firstly, the Township is considering an Official Plan Amendment to 
revise Policy 15.2.2 to read as follows:

15.2.2. The Township will require berming, setback, screening 
or fencing, safety and noise attenuation features where 
development is proposed abutting railway rights-of-way, 
as appropriate, as required in Regional Official Policies 
Plan Policies 7.7.2.2 and 11.9 and in consideration of 
any comments received from the abutting rail authority 
in response to a circulation required under the Planning 
Act.

Secondly, the Region of Waterloo proposes to add the following to 
Policy 15.2.2 through a modification and approval of the portion of 
the Official Plan that was deferred:

The Township will require that any vibration sensitive 
development within 75 metres of a rail line must address 
vibration concerns, which may include the submission of 
a vibration study and the implementation of appropriate 
mitigation measures, to the satisfaction of the Township, and 
in consideration of any comments received from the abutting 
rail authority in response to a circulation required under the 
Planning Act.

The Township is holding a formal Public Meeting to discuss the 
proposed Official Plan Amendment and the modification.

Please Note:

Official Plan Amendment

If a person or public body files a notice of appeal of a decision of 
the Council of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo in respect to 
the proposed modifications to the Woolwich Official Plan and does 
not make oral submissions at the public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich or Council of the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo before the proposed Official Plan is adopted, 
the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss all or part of the appeal.

If you wish to be notified of the final approval of the Woolwich Official 
Plan by the Region of Waterloo, you must make a written request 
to Shilling Yip, Principal Planner, Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 
Planning and Culture Department, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, 
ON N2G 4J3.

Additional information pertaining to this planning application is 
available for review at the Township of Woolwich Municipal Office 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/
comments about the proposed change in writing to the Township of 
Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before Tuesday, December 
31, 2002 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be 
included in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services 
and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after 
the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
application, will also be considered.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings 
or Township staff reports regarding this application you must 
make a written request to Engineering and Planning Services at 
the Township of Woolwich at the address shown at the top of this 
page.

ADULT FITNESS WINTER PRE-REGISTRATION : Classes start January 13, 2003 (8 week session)
Park Manor School, Mockingbird Dr, Elmira : 7:00 – 8:00 pm, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Registration must take place prior to start of class. Call the Recreation Office at 669-1647 ext. 259 for more information

MORELAW
way. In the process she struck a 
vehicle driven by an Ayr resident 
who had been attempting to 
overtake her. There was a mod-
erate amount of damage to the 
vehicles, no reported injuries. No 
charges were laid due to conflict-
ing reports regarding how the 
collision occurred.
6:00 PM A single-vehicle col-

lision occurred near 7400 Line 
86 in Wellesley Twp. A Wroxeter 
resident was westbound when 
he reported losing control of 
his vehicle, flying into the ditch. 
The vehicle received a moderate 
amount of damage but no inju-
ries were reported. No charges 
were laid due to the road condi-
tions.

December 8
12:45 AM A noise complaint 

was received from a residence 
on Listowel Rd. in Woolwich Twp. 

A homeowner at that location 
reported that a tenant in their 
residence had invited a dozen 
people onto the property for a 
social event. The guests dispersed 
cooperatively upon police arrival, 
and no charges were laid.
7:50 AM An overnight break 

and enter was reported at a 
furniture store on Arthur St. N. 
in Elmira. Entry was gained via 
a ground-level window, after 
which an office appeared to 
have been ransacked. Nothing 
was determined missing from 
the property, and police have no 
suspects. See following incident 
for more information.
11:30 AM An overnight break 

and enter was reported at Pro-
cast Foundaries on Church St. E. 
in Elmira. Entry was gained via 
a steel crash door. Police believe 
the suspect was familiar with the 
building’s layout as a supervi-

sor’s office was entered and four 
fire extinguishers were shot off 
inside. Metallic penetrant was 
also sprayed in the office, and the 
lights were left on. Nothing was 
determined to be missing from 
the site, but the damage was 
valued at $500. Police have no 
suspects. See 3 p.m. incident for 
more information.
12:00 PM A theft was re-

ported at the Woolwich Com-
munity Arena on Parkside Dr. in 
St. Jacobs. A Waterloo resident 
had some cash taken from 
their belongings stored in the 
unlocked changeroom while he 
was on the ice. Police have no 
suspects.
3:00 PM An overnight break 

and enter was reported on 
Herbert St. in Elmira. Entry was 
gained through forcing the front 
door and missing was a small 
amount of cash. Police have no 
suspects. See following incident 
for more information.
3:45 PM An overnight break 

Continued from Page 22

and enter was reported at Heinz 
Pet Foods on Martin’s Ln. in Elmi-
ra. Entry was gained by removing 
a screen from an unlocked office 
window. Most of the offices were 
forced open using vice grips, and 
missing was a small amount of 
petty cash. The investigation 
continues as police have no 
suspects.

December 9
7:30 AM An overnight break 

and enter was reported at 
Baxter’s Transport on William 
Hastings Ln. in Crosshill. Taken 
were a tabletop photocopier and 
three desktop computers. An un-
successful attempt to remove the 
safe was also made. The forensic 
identification unit responded to 
the scene and they are continu-
ing the investigation.
5:30 PM A ‘Hyper King’ single-

gear stunt bicycle was reported 
stolen from Centre St. in Elmira. 
Sometime within the week prior 
to the report the bike, which also 
contained labelling saying ‘dirt 

king’ and ‘wolf’ on the frame, 
was taken from the complain-
ant’s property. The bicycle is 
valued at $300. Police have no 
suspects.
6:45 PM A two-vehicle collision 

occurred at the intersection of 
Manser Rd. and Ament Ln. in Lin-
wood. A Moorefield resident was 
southbound on Manser when 
they collided with a northbound 
Elmira resident attempting to 
make a left turn onto Ament Ln. 
There was significant damage to 
both vehicles but no reported 
injuries. The Elmira resident was 
charged with ‘turn not in safety.’
10:10 PM A single-vehicle 

collision occurred on Ament Ln. 
near Lavery Rd. in Wellesley 
Twp. A Linwood resident was 
westbound on Ament when they 
reported losing control of their 
vehicle on the snow-covered 
road and entered the ditch where 
the vehicle struck a road sign be-
fore rolling over onto its roof. The 
vehicle was demolished and all 

three occupants reported minor 
injuries not requiring hospitaliza-
tion. There were no charges due 
to road conditions.

December 10
7:30 AM A two-vehicle colli-

sion occurred near 15 Arthur St. 
N. in Elmira. A Waterloo resident 
was northbound on Arthur when 
they collided with a southbound 
Palmerston resident who was at-
tempting a left turn into a private 
driveway. The vehicles sustained 
a moderate amount of damage 
but there were no reported in-
juries. The Palmerston resident 
was charged with ‘left turn; fail 
to avoid a collision.’
11:50 PM A deer was struck 

by a vehicle on Line 86 near 
Katherine St. N. in Woolwich Twp. 
An Elmira resident was travelling 
on Line 86 when the deer ran 
into their path. The deer left the 
scene, leaving the vehicle with 
moderate damage. No injuries 
were reported and no charges 
were laid.
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Breslau church asks you to meet them at the manger

TOWN&COUNTRY

School concerts usher in holidays with a song
Area schools are offering Christmas concerts galore next week as classes wind down for the holidays: 

Winterbourne PS goes Dec. 17; Floradale PS, John Mahood, and St. Teresa’s are set for Dec. 18; St. Boniface 
in Maryhill has its concert Dec. 19, while St. Clements welcomes Bruce the Christmas Moose earlier in the 
day. St. Jacobs presents its winter celebration concert on the afternoon of Dec. 20. 

The Breslau Evangelical Missionary Church presents a kids’ musical, “Meet Me At the Manger,” today 
(Dec. 14) and tomorrow at 7 p.m. The church is located at 102 Woolwich St. S., call 648-2712 for more 
information about the production. 

A Christmas tradition
St. John’s Lutheran Church opens doors for annual candlelight service

 See EARLY Page 27

Trust The Professionals

Bill & Heather MacKenzie
5-695 McMurray Rd., Waterloo

746-8333

Wishing you a festive season 
filled with good friends, 

good times, and glad tidings. 
Thanks for making it all 

worthwhile!

We’re counting our blessings this 
holiday season, and your kind 

friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from 
our family to yours for a very 

merry Christmas and a healthy, 
prosperous new year.LINWOOD

VETERINARY
SERVICES

3860 Manser Road,
LINWOOD

(519)-698-2610

Happy Holidays! Dr. Carole Wilkinson
O P T O M E T R I S T

Warmest Season’s Greetings!

December 24, 31 - CLOSED @ 12:30 
December 25, 26 - CLOSED

January 1 - CLOSED

Wishes to announce the 
following Holiday Hours:

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

The familiar ring 
of  the St. John’s 
Luthern Church 
bells will soon 

be heard across the 
hamlet of  Bamberg as 
its little-used historic 
church reopens its doors 
for the annual Candle-
light Christmas service 
on Dec. 22. 

A tradition for the past 
136 years, the annual 
service is an opportunity 
to celebrate the season as 
well as a chance to meet up 
with friends and family, 
said Dusan Cizman, chair 
of  the Wellesley Town-
ship Historical Society 
and township councillor. 
The tiny stone building 
with its original pews 
and woodwork makes the 
occasion all the more ap-
pealing, added Cizman. 
“With a little imagination 
you can hear the hymns 
of  yesteryear.” 

Each Christmas, the 
church, tucked away on 
Hessen Strasse Road just 
north of  Bamberg, relives 
the days when it hosted 

regular services, said 
Fred Von Heyking, one 
of  the oldest members of  
the congregation. Today 
the church offers four 
special services a year: 
the spring service, the 
cemetery decoration in 

June, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. “That way we 
attract more people,” he 
explained. 

The yuletide service ap-
peals to all faiths and is 
certainly the most popu-
lar, he said, adding that 

he expects to see between 
80 and 100 people in atten-
dance. 

Even residents who 
have left the area like to 
come back, he added. As 
with Von Heyking, the St. 
John’s Lutheran Church 

holds special memories 
for many people. “It was 
the first church we went 
to when we arrived,” 
said Von Heyking who 
emigrated from West 
Germany with his wife 
in 1948. “We stayed 
with a couple that lived 
across the road from the 
church,” he recalled. 

Von Heyking even 
remembers his first ser-
vice at St. John’s. “The 
congregation gave my 
wife and myself  the col-
lection, which wasn’t a 
great amount – maybe 
$20,” he estimated. “But 
it enabled me to buy a 
pair of  overalls and rub-
ber boots so I could do my 
work on the farm.” 

A few years later, in 
1952, the Von Heyking’s 
purchased the house op-
posite the church where 
they had originally 
stayed. “Ever since that 
time, I have been in-
volved with that church,” 
he smiled. 

Von Heyking was in his 
20s then and the pews 
at St. John’s were full. 
That all changed 30 years 
ago when the church, 

struggling to keep its con-
gregation, shut its doors. 
“I was totally opposed 
to seeing the church 
closed,” he said. 

Still, without a full con-
gregation, the church 
couldn’t afford to hire a 
pastor. Now the church is 
just reserved for special 
services thanks to the 
efforts of  the remaining 
congregation, explained 
Von Heyking, as he tested 
the organ, recalling 
the time he discovered 
it wasn’t working. “It 
turned out to be mice,” 
he laughed. 

The maintenance of  the 
church and the cost of  
each service come from 
the collection box, said 
volunteer Karen Doerner. 

One year Fred made a 
collection box fashioned 
after the church, she 
smiled. “That encour-
aged donations,” which 
pay for the maintenance 
of  the building, she add-
ed as she helped fellow 
volunteer George Bruyn 
and Von Heyking to put 
up the church’s Christ-
mas tree in time for next 
weekend’s service. 

JOANNE PEACH
O B S E R V E R  S T A F F

Some 200 people 
turned out to the 
Linwood Commu-

nity Centre on Dec. 10 for 
the official launch of  More 
Than A Pool in the Woods: 
Linwood Past and Present 
written by local historian 
Julie Schnurr.

“People started arriv-
ing at the community 
centre 30 minutes before 
the scheduled opening,” 
said Schnurr, who was 
kept busy signing books 
throughout the evening. 

Author finds plenty of inspiration in Linwood
Avid history buffs fill community centre for Julie Schnurr’s book launch

“Many people waited 25 
to 30 minutes to get to the 
table where I was signing 
books,” she added. 

“It was a very rewarding 
evening and a fun way to 
celebrate the completion 
of  the three-year project.” 

Having received 500 book 
orders before the launch, 
Schnurr is confident that 
most of  the 700 copies she 
had printed by St. Jacobs 
Printery Ltd. will be sold. 
“There’s definitely an 
interest in Linwood’s his-
tory,” she added. 

Since the book was 
published, Schnurr has 

received a deluge of  calls 
from people who want to 
turn that interest into a 
purchase – “I even had 
people arrive from Ham-
ilton whose grandfather 
grew up in Linwood.” 

While Schnurr has 
written stories about her 
family, this particular un-
dertaking is the first time 
she has worked on a book. 
Schnurr and her husband 
Don developed a passion 
for local history after they 
began to research the his-
tory of  their own store, 
Schnurr’s Grocery. Since 
then the couple have es-

tablished a small museum 
in the old town hall above 
the store. 

“I had an interest in the 
Schnurr store and had 
been researching that on 
my own just for personal 
interest. I realized that 
there’s other buildings on 
the main street I should 
find out about those too,” 
said Schnurr, who works 
as a reference associate at 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
in Waterloo. 

Curiosity and a desire to 
record the village’s stories 
prompted Schnurr to find 
out more. “I kept hearing 

about longtime Linwood 
people saying ‘you know, 
so and so used to know all 
about Linwood’s history 
and now they are gone.’”

Once that seed of  curios-
ity was sown, Schnurr’s 
desire to record her find-
ings grew. “The more I 
delved into it, I thought 
‘boy, I’ve got enough infor-
mation maybe I could look 
into having it published 
and make it available for 
everyone to read.’” 

Three years later, after 
more than a 1,000 hours 
of  personal interviews 
and research and a grant 

from the Waterloo Re-
gional Heritage Society, 
Schnurr’s stories have 
been recorded and bound.  
More Than A Pool in the 
Woods: Linwood Past and 
Present, records the his-
tory of  the village between 
1897 and 1934. The work 
also includes an index of  
more than 500 names of  
families who lived in Lin-
wood during that period.

Schnurr said her inspi-
ration to continue with 
the project came from her 
personal admiration of  
Linwood’s early settlers. 

JOANNE PEACH

A TIME TO REMINISCE Volunteers Karen Doerner and Fred Von Heyking prepare St. John’s Lutheran 
Church for its annual yuletide service.  
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Individual life insurance • Business insurance
Employee benefi ts programs • Disability coverage

Savings and investment products
Retirement income programs

Nancy Koebel
Kitchener/Waterloo

5 - 2480 Homer Watson Blvd., Kitchener
Bus. 895-2044 Res. 747-4388

Elmira
Truck
Serv ice

Truck & Trailer Main te nance
Cardlock Fuel Man age ment 669-5377

25 Industrial Dr.,  Elmira,  ON N3B 3K3
Bus: (519) 669-2632 Fax: (519) 669-4282

ALLEN  MORRISON IN SUR ANCE   INC.
Life, RRSPs,  Home, Auto, 

Farm,  Busi ness, Group, Travel

SANYO 
CANADIAN 

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Drive, Elmira   669-1591

DUB-L-E
•LICENSED 
MECHANIC
•TUNE-UPS 
A "FULL SERVICE" STATION 

•PROPANE •DIESEL
390 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

669-2015

DUB-L-E
•LUBES

•BRAKES & 
EXHAUST

DENTURE
15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

Vinolea Jahandari D.D.• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on repairs and relines
• Guaranteed work on new sets of dentures
• No charge for consultation

669-1535
744-9770

KITCHENER

C o n  s t r u c  t i v e  
I d e a s .

3435 Broad way St. Hawkesville   699-4641
www.freybuildingcontractors.com

Michelle Reay                                        669-0495

It’s time to call your
Welcome Wagon Hostess.

She will bring 
congratulations and  gifts 

for the family and the 
NEW BABY!

Elmira & Surrounding area. If you are not long 
distance to Elmira , you are welcome to a visit.

Serving Your Com mu ni ty for 20 years

Kleensweep Carpet Care
Cell 577-1518
Res 669-2033

Al Earl

• Wet or Dry Method
• Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Flood Restoration, Certifi ed
• New Super Extraction Equipment 
• Fast Drying Time

669-5006
“A good job done everytime”

C O N S T I T U E N C Y  OFFICE
1600 KING STREET N, UNIT A-4,  ST. JACOBS, ON N0B 2N0

PHONE: (519) 664-3195  
FAX: (519) 664-2940 

TOLL FREE:  1-888-501-8455  
E-MAIL:  mp@lynnmyers.com

Monday -Friday  9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.   (After Hours By Appointment)
W E L  L I N G  T O NW A T E R L O O

Can I Be of As sist ance?

Lynn Myers, M.P.

MILLWRIGHTS 
       LTD.    

MATERIAL HAN DLING 
& PROCESS ING SYS TEMS

• Design 
• Custom 
   Fabrication 
• Installation

669-5105
P.O. Box 247
Route 1, Elmira

REGIONBULLETIN

A brief science lesson from Santa’s elves
STRANGE
BUT TRUE

BILL & RICH SONES

Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@compuserve.com

Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m., Sunday Noon - 5:30p.m.
Old Country Mill, second level

1441 King Street North St. Jacobs. (519) 664-3951

Sales and Training

519 669-0003
dwitmer@witmeraccounting.comPayroll/Income Tax

Until Dec. 21
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Classic 

Cinderella
8:00 p.m. Opening Night 7:30 p.m. 
curtain, Saturday mat. at 2:00 p.m.

The Waterloo Stage Theatre
519.888.0000 

Dec. 14
Elora Festival Singers presents

A Village Messiah
8:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church

519.846.5947 or 519.846.9694
Dec. 14

Kitchener-Waterloo Philharmonic 
Choir presents Messiah

7:30 p.m. 
The Centre In The Square

519.578.1570

BE PREPARED THIS WIN TER

21 Industrial Dr.  Elmira

669-2884

Q.  Kite tails, spinning top 
vectors, superball bounce-
back, frisbee aerodynamic 
lift....  Do the merry elves at 
Santa’s Little Workshop know 
their classic toy science? We 
went North to fi nd out.

A. Upon arrival, we 
were led fi rst to the toy 
tops laboratory, where our 
elfi n guide – chief  techni-
cal advisor to Mr. Claus 
– showed us samples be-
ing spun, to measure their 
“rotational momentum.”  
“That’s the invisible force 
acting to keep the top up-
right,” she said with a bob 
of  her head and cap, “just 
like with a gyroscope or 
the rotating earth.

“It’s so strong a force 
that if  you pick up a spin-
ning top and try to tilt 
it” – she gestured with 
a small hand yawing in 
mid-air – ”you’ll feel it 
almost try to buck.”

Over in the friction car 
section, little plastic mod-
els were being scooted 
along the fl oor, revving 
their fl ywheel engines to 
store energy, then were 
set down and released 
into a velocity-test cham-
ber.  Watch ‘em go.

Turning a corner, we 
entered a long wind tun-
nel where kites fl uttered 
high.  Depending on 
design, some were both 
pushed and pulled by the 
wind; a kite, explained 
our guide, may split the 
airstream like a plane’s 
wing, with the speedier 
air above creating a low-
pressure zone that sucks 
the kite skyward.  The tail 
acts as stabilizer to keep 
the face angled properly 
into the wind.

“But never, never fl y a 
kite in a thunderstorm,” 
she cautioned sternly.  

“Ben Franklin got away 
with this by fl ying before 
the storm’s peak.  Still, he 
was lucky, as many others 
have been killed perform-
ing such a stunt.”

Suddenly we were being 
bombarded by iridescent 
blown bubbles, that drift-
ed and then burst.  Sure, 
surface tension holds 
a bubble together, but 
there’s more to the story:

“Pour a little water into 
a saucer and then gently 
fl oat a paper clip on the 
surface. With a steady 
hand, you should be able 
to do it.  Now dip a corner 
of  a soap bar into the wa-

ter.  This should sink the 
clip.  Why?  Because soap 
weakens surface tension, 
good for bubbling but not 
for supporting the clip:  A 
bubble is in effect a drop 
of  water weakened at the 
surface and then infl ated 
with air.”

Pop! went a huge bubble 
right before our eyes.  
Moments before, it bore 
beautiful colours as light 
waves refl ecting off  the 
inner bubble surface 
“interfered with” light 
refl ecting off  the outer 
bubble surface to create 
the show.

“Bubbles,” said our en-

lightened Ms. Elf, “are of  
course famous for their 
brief  lifespans, caused 
by water draining from 
bubbletop to bubblebot-
tom and thinning the 
bubblewall. Then right 
before bubble’s end, you 
may spot the telltale black 
band at the top where the 
wall becomes so thin that 
light waves refl ecting off  
the inside and outside 
surfaces cancel each other 
out, presaging doom.”

“Look out!” the safety 
attendant yelped.  Just 
then, an errantly fl ung 
frisbee whizzed past our 
heads, ferried through 
the air much like a plane’s 
wing (or a kite), with 
the saucer’s curvature 
encouraging a speedier 
airstream across the top 
and creating aerodynamic 
“lift.”  A second factor, our 
guide airily elaborated, is 

the nose-up tilt, held at an 
angle by the gyroscopic 
spin, so the frisbee re-
ceives a push upwards 
or sideways from the on-
rushing air.

Suddenly one of  us 
tripped and almost fell as 
a spillage of  balls rolled 
underfoot:  tennis balls, 
ping-pong balls, super-
balls.  They were being 
tested by dropping them 
individually from vari-
ous heights onto a hard 
wooden surface, and mea-
suring the percentage of  
bounceback.

“Of  course no ball re-
bounds all the way back 
up, but superballs come 
close:  about 80% of  drop 
height.  Ping-pong balls 
bounce back about 64%, 
fresh tennis balls only 
50%.”

Quick as a wink, a mis-
 See THE SCIENCE Page 26

December 14 
Christmas Concerts:  Saturday Dec. 14 and Sunday 
Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. “Meet Me at the Manger”. BEMC 
Quartet & adult choir will also perform. Breslau Evan-
gelical Missionary Church, 102 Woolwich St., Breslau. 
648-2712. Everyone welcome. 

December 15 
Miracle on Bethlehem Street: A Christmas Musical 
for children, 7:30 p.m. at Floradale Mennonite Church. 
Bethlehem has never been busier! Caesar’s census has 
the entire town in a frenzy…. and of course everyone’s 
favourite Innkeeper plans to capitalize on the coming 
crowds. Come and join us at Floradale Mennonite 
Church as the children from Kindergarten to Grade 8 
participate in this Christmas musical. 

December 16 
Morning Low Impact and Step Aerobics: Mon., Wed., 
and 1st & 3rd Fri. 9:00 a.m. Register between Dec 16 & 
Jan. 3 for an eight week session starting Jan. 13. Cost 
$52.50. Call 664-3794.
Woolwich Seniors Centre: Come to the Woolwich 
Seniors Centre for a John Wayne movie. 1:00, 24 
Snyder Ave., Elmira. 

December 17 
Christmas Concert: “’Twas the Night Before Christmas,”  
7:30 p.m. at Elmira District Secondary School. String 
and vocal ensembles.  Students and seniors $2, Adults 
$3, maximum $10 per family, children under 5 free. If 
you bring a food donation you will receive $1 off. The 
food will be donated towards Christmas Hampers for 
the House of Friendship. 

December 19
Women’s Networking Breakfast: 7:30 a.m., Elmira 
Stone Crock. Christmas Decorating with Mandy 
Jewitt-Dyke from The Window Box. New members 
and guests are welcome. Cost $5.00. Call 669-8133 
by Dec. 17. 

December 21
Meet Me at the Manger: Performances Dec. 21 at 
7:00 p.m and Dec. 22 at 7:00 p.m. Woodside Bible Fel-
lowship, 200 Barnswallow Dr. Elmira. Free admission, 
goodwill offering. 

January 7
Gentle Step Towards Fitness: Tues. 10:30 a.m. If you 
are 55+ and have hesitated to join a fi tness class come 
try this gentle step. A nine week session starting Jan. 
7. Cost $20.25. Registration is ongoing at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 664-3794.

January 9
Seniors On the Go: Thurs. 11:15 a.m. Fitness classes 
for active seniors 55+. A nine week session starting 
Jan. 9. Cost $20.25. Registration is ongoing at Wool-
wich Community Health Centre. 664-3794.

January 13 
Gentle Moves : Mon. 7:00 p.m. A gentle exercise 
class specifi cally designed for people with fi bromy-
algia & chronic fatigue syndrome. An eight week 
session starting Jan. 13. Cost $20.00. Registration 
is ongoing at Woolwich Community Health Cenre, 
664-3794.

Dec. 14 & Dec. 15
Renaissance Singers presents

I Need Not Go Tonight to Bethlehem
Dec. 14, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 

Church,  8:00 p.m. 
Dec. 15, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 

Cambridge,  3:00 p.m.
519.622.9708 or

519.745.0675
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chievous-looking helper 
took up a ping-pong ball 
in one hand and a tennis 
ball in the other. Carefully 
balancing the small ball 
on top, he dropped them 
with a wriggle and a gig-
gle.  “Whoooooooooosh!”  
The ping-pong ball shot 
up, just missing our 
noses.  Nice trick! When 
the tennis ball rebounds 
it slams upward into the 
still dropping ping pong 
ball, giving the latter 
extra lift.

Now the helper was 
busy creating a stack of  
three balls for another 
drop test.  They looked to 
be two small superballs 
stacked upon a large 
superball, containing 
plenty of  pop.  Landing 
slightly askew, the top 
ball was launched into 
a towering arc that bent 
over sharply in our direc-
tion.

“Duck!” shouted our 
guide.  “Geez!  You could 
really hurt somebody 
with a stunt like that!”  
(Caution:  There’s real 
danger in doing this.)

Beating a hasty retreat 
now, we said our good-
byes and were out in the 
frozen air once more.  
Beneath a luminous sky 
fretted with falling snow, 
we headed homeward as 
visions of  a million kids 
and their merry toys 
danced in our heads.

Upcoming Day Tours

For more information on these and other tours 
or to receive our tour booklet contact:

www.exceltours.ca
70 Baffin Place, WATERLOO  ON N2V 1Z7

Phone: 519-747-1626
Travel Act # 50008934

Gaither Homecoming Concert
Saturday February 1, 2003

Mamma Mia
Saturday, January 18, 2003
Saturday, February 15, 2003

Myrtle Beach & Georgia in Azalea Time
March 18-27, 2003

Arizona & California
April 7 to April 29, 2003 -  23 days via coach
April 12 to April 26, 2003 -  15 days via air

Join us for our first International Tour
15 Day United Kingdom
Scotland, Wales & England
April 24 to May 8, 2003

Canadian West, Yukon and Alaska
June 23 to July 22, 2003 -  30 days via coach

June 27 to July 17, 2003 -  21 days via air

May peace 
be your gift at 
Christmas and 

your blessing all 
year through

Wishes all of our 
valued customers, 

suppliers, subtrades 
and friends a most 
blessed Christmas 

season.

10 Park Avenue East, Elmira
(519) 669-2145

Christmas is a time when 
we all remember what it 
was like to be a child: the 
fresh-baked cookies, the 

fresh scent of the tree, the 
twinkling lights...

... may you and yours 
create warm memories 

this holiday season.

RURAL
ROUTES

OWEN ROBERTS

It’s hard driving an economy from the grave
Rural people get sicker and die sooner than urban people

Continued from page 25

The science of 
Christmas toys

It’s time to stop saying 
rural Canada is the 
backbone of  the econ-

omy and the cornerstone 
of  prosperity, unless 
health care keeps step. 
Not even the best farmer 
can drive an economy 
from the grave.

Rural Canadians get 
sicker longer, and die ear-
lier, than urban people. 
Almost twice as many 
rural people die in injury-
related deaths. Infant 
mortality is much higher, 
7.1 deaths per 1,000 births, 
compared to 5.1 deaths in 
cities. Circulatory- and 
cancer-related deaths are 

significantly higher.
Yet our leaders continue 

to position rural Cana-
dians as the rock upon 
which all else in this 
country is built. 

If  so, then why not help 
it get better?

There are many reasons 
rural Canada suffers 
more than its urban 
counterpart, lack of  ac-
cess to medical facilities, 
an I’ll-look-after-it-my-
self  attitude that can 
prove detrimental if  not 
fatal, and lack of  educa-
tion about health care, 
among them. 

Every now and then, the 

potential for change oc-
curs. It happened earlier 
this week when Univer-
sity of  Guelph president 
Mordechai Rozanski re-
leased his report on fixing 
Ontario’s school system. 
And right before that, it 
happened when former 
Saskatchewan premier 
Roy Romanow issued his 
report on the future of  
health care in Canada.

During consultations, 

Canadians living in rural 
and remote communities 
told Romanow about the 
need for good health and 
good access to health 
care   not only because it 
essential to sustain their 
own quality of  life, but 
also the quality of  life 
in their communities. It 
needed to keep that ru-
ral Canadian backbone 
strong.

He listened, and now 
has many suggestions 
for fixing rural health, 
which shouldn’t come as 
a surprise. Being from 
a predominately rural 
province, Romanow has 
seen poor health take its 
toll repeatedly. So you 
hope his report would 
be right on the mark. 
But for rural Canadians, 
his overall conclusion 
is troubling. Romanow 
says our support for 
public health care hing-
es on a commitment 
from governments that 
will ensure high quality 
care is there when we 
need it. 

If  Canadians come to 
believe that their govern-
ments will not honour 
their part of  the bargain, 
they will look elsewhere 
for answers, he says.

That’s a guess. 
But practically speak-

ing, where are rural 
Canadians supposed to 
look? Romanow knows 
it’s not really a rural 
option. The inference 
is rural Canadians will 
look to private clinics, 
maybe in the U.S. But 
if  they can’t get family 
doctors or nurses in ru-
ral Canada, it’s doubtful 
they’ll garner referrals 
to specialized treatment 
south of  the border.

Maybe, then, they’d pre-
fer private clinics. I’m not 
advocating it, but in some 
parts of  the country, such 
clinics would certainly 
have a captive audience. 
More than two-thirds of  
northern Canadians live 
over 100 kilometres from 
a doctor.

Romanow recognizes ru-
ral Canada is not a single, 
identifiable population. 
Some rural communities 
are served by nearby ma-
jor urban centres; others 
are not. Flying the rural 
flag over them all does 

not do them justice. As 
with many other issues 
in health care, there’s no 
one-size-fits-all solution.

But here’s a start: Ro-
manow suggests the feds 
create a new Rural and 
Remote Access Fund, 
infused with $1.5 bil-
lion over two years, to 
improve timely access to 
care in rural and remote 
areas. It should be used to 
support innovative ways 
of  delivering health care 
services to smaller com-
munities and to improve 
the health of  people in 
those communities.  His 
report says this includes 
attracting and retaining 
health care providers, 
supporting tele-heath 
(the electronic delivery 
of  health care) and inno-
vative ways of  expanding 
rural experiences for 
health care providers, as 
part of  their training.

The thinking here is 
that if  we can just get 
budding practitioners to 
those rural areas to see 
the true backbone of  the 
economy, they’re sure 
to become converts and 
want to stay. 

Either that, or they’ll 
be overcome by the Hip-
pocratic oath.
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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good tidings of great joy!

11 Church Street East, ELMIRA • 669-303011 Church Street East, ELMIRA • 669-3030

“They had a vision that 
their business was going 
to do well in this town, I 
think that impressed me 
most when I started look-
ing at these people that 
are of  course long gone 
but the vision that they 
had, the dreams, they are 
still evident,” she said in 
reference to the old brick 
buildings that are still 
standing today. 

The book traces the his-
tory and ownership of  73 
buildings and includes 
photographs of  each busi-
ness, past and present. 

Linwood’s connection 
to the rest of  Canada was 
also a source of  inspira-
tion, said Schnurr. “I liked 
how I found that, although 
Linwood seemed quite 
isolated: a little town in 
the midst of  the woods 
somewhere, the things that 

happened to people in this 
town happened in the rest 
of  the world too,” she said. 
“People in our town lost 
sons in the war, lost babies 
to typhoid fever, started 
buying bicycles when the 
rest of  the world started,” 
she said.

“That kind of  thing fasci-
nated me, although it was 
a town it was definitely 
connected to the rest of  the 
world. I liked making those 
connections.” 

And the process of  talk-
ing to living sources and 
hearing their stories was 
also fun. 

 “I loved going to their 
houses and listening to 
their stories,” she re-
flected.  Sadly, some of  
her sources have since 
passed away. “I wished I 
could have finished it be-
fore they died.” Still, their 
stories wouldn’t have been 
recorded without the book, 
she mused. 

Now that the book is fi-
nally completed, Schnurr 
is planning to spend more 
time with her family.

Although she has no 
immediate plans to write 
another book, “I can’t say 
what will happen 10 years 
from now,” she smiled, 
adding that her hometown 
of  Macton may be at the 
subject of  her next project. 

“It’s a very small village 
but it had lots going on a 
long time ago.” 

Early settlers inspiring

Continued from page 24

JOANNE PEACH

HOLIDAY SPIRITS Riverside students Katie Lamka, left, Alexandra Nicholson and Lyric Woods, right, 
pause from eating their turkey at the school’s annual lunch on Dec. 12. The school’s parent council cooked 
up five turkeys with all the trimmings to feed the students, staff and volunteers.

BRINGING OUT THE TURKEY AT RIVERSIDE PS

HUGO RODRIGUES

BIRTH NOTICEFAMILYALBUM
Announcements...............$35.00+GST
2col. x 3.25”(Anniversary, Engagement, Wedding, Grad.)
Happy Ads........................$20.00+GST
1col. x 3.25” (Birthday, Stag & Doe, Special Occasion)

Word Announcement......$12.00+GST
1col. x 1.6” (Birth Notice, Card of Thanks)
1col. x 3.25” ........................$18.00+GST
Obituary..........................$35.00+GST

FAMILY ALBUM ADS ARE PREPAID — DEADLINE: WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
Upon request, additional 
copies are available free 
of charge for all Family 

Album orders.

BIRTH NOTICE

BOERNER
Lisa and Shannon are proud 

to announce the birth of a 
boy, Brayden Mitchell, born 
November 21, 2002, weighing 
8lbs. 9oz.
Proud grandparents are Earla 

and George Atkinson and 
Donna and Randy Boerner, all 
from Elmira.

Dugan James
Hoffele-Snyder

Dana is eager to announce the birth 
of her new baby brother, Dugan 
James. He’s 6 months old now and 
just starting to be fun for a big 2 
year old sister to play with. He 
smiles and gurgles back at her!
Dugan was born on Tuesday, June 
11, 2002. He was a whopping 10lbs 
2oz, with lots of hair and big blue 
eyes. He’s a happy, big, bouncing 
baby boy with toothy Dugan smiles 
and loud laughs for everyone. 
Lucky us!
Mommy-Sue, Daddy-Robin and big 
sister Dana Doreen Hoffele-Snyder.

PLACE YOUR AD IN 
OUR FAMILY ALBUM
Call 669-5790 for further 

details & deadline information.

Also, don’t forget to submit 
your new bundle of joy for the 
Observer’s special BABIES OF THE 
YEAR feature January 4, 2003.

A DREAM REALIZED Julie Schnurr signs copies of her new book 
“More Than A Pool in the Woods: Linwood Past and Present.” 
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
MEAT SPECIALS

SELBY’S MARKETPLACE • 669-2333 STORE HOURS: Mon. to Sat.     8am-9pm
  Sundays         10am-5pm

120 Oriole Parkway 
Elmira, Ontario

TWO WEEK’S

 OF SAVINGS!

Whipping Cream

Coffee Duets

Half & Half, 
& Light Cream

Chocolate Milk

Festive Egg Nog

69¢ $2.19 3/$5.00 $5.99 $5.99

PRODUCE 
SPECIALS

Success

284ml

$3.99

Smoked 
Loin Chop

Selby’s

Turkeys
/lb 
4.39/kg$1.99

Black Forest Ham

/lb  
6.59/kg$2.99

Fresh

Selby’s
Smoked Ham Bone in

/lb 
3.73/kg$1.69

Springers

Roasting Chickens

/lb
3.95/kg$1.79

Fresh
Pork Loin Roast

/lb  
8.80/kg$3.99

Boneless

/lb 
8.80/kg

INSTORE SPECIALS IN EFFECT DEC. 14 - JAN, 3 2003

$1.29 $1.99 $1.29 $1.29 $5.99

Tomato
Juice

Heinz

1.36L

500ml

$2.49

$1.99

$2.49

SPECIALS 
FROM 

BEATRICE

500ml

500ml

1L

1L

Fiesta
Mix

Family Best

400gr

Potato
Chips

Lays

270gr bag
Asst. variety

Coke
Soft Drinks

24 cans
Asst. 
variety

Pepsi
Soft Drinks

24 cans
Asst. 
variety

Weston’s

White or 
Whole Wheat
20 pack

Sour Cream
Sealtest

500 ml

• Fat Free
• Light
• Reg.

Chip 
Dip

Sealtest

250ml

Folgers

1 kg Can

• French Onion
• Dill & Garlic

$1.29

$1.29

MacIntosh or 
Courtland Apples
PRODUCT OF CANADA

Fresh 
Broccoli
PRODUCT OF CANADA 99¢

EA.

$1.99
3 lb bag

20lbs & up

Whole or Half Whole or Half

4-6 lbs

Back Bacon

/lb 
8.80/kg$3.99

Cornmeal
Roast of Pork

/lb  
8.80/kg$3.99

Crown

Please order 1 day before

$2.89

Mini Black 
Forest Ham

Selby’s

/lb  
6.37/kg

Whole

$2.99

Smoked sliced 
Side Bacon

Selby’s

/lb 
6.59/kg $2.99

Fresh Leg
of Pork

Boneless

/lb 
6.59/kg

$2.99

Ground Beef
Extra Lean

/lb  
6.59/kg $5.99

Prime Rib
Roast

Chef Style

/lb 
13.21/kg

Christmas Eve
8am-6pm

Dinner
Rolls

(By the Piece)

12-19lbs

/lb 
4.82/kg$2.19

New Years Eve
8am-6pm

Ground
Coffee

Mandarin 
Oranges

UNTIL JAN 3, 2003




